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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of the Czech Republic and of

Zambia this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

 Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Economy growth in third quarter

surpasses expectations

(ms) China’s GDP grew by 4.9 percent year-on-year in

the first three quarters of the year, not only beating

forecasts but putting it on track to meet the Chinese

government’s 2023 economic growth target of around

5 percent.

According to the monthly data provided by the

National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) of China, the

Chinese economy is on an upward trend. In the third

quarter, the economy grew by 1.3 percent compared

to the previous quarter, significantly exceeding the

disappointing second quarter growth figures of only

0.5 percent.



In particular, the 4.5 percent year-on-year growth in

industrial output and 5.5 percent year-on-year growth

in retail sales in September are the glimmers of hope

for the Chinese economy. The main area of concern

remains the country’s real estate sector (see entry

below).

In light of the very likely achievement of the 2023

economic growth target, economists are predicting a

shift in the government’s focus away from this year

toward 2024 economic forecasts and growth targets,

which according to them makes the likelihood of more

intense economic stimulus in the fourth quarter rather

unlikely. [CNBC] [Financial Times] [Global Times]

[National Bureau of Statistics]

China: Situation around developers

Evergrande and Country Garden

intensifies

(ms) The negative spiral of two of the biggest players in

China’s crisis-ridden real estate sector continues.

Evergrande announced the need to revise its debt

restructuring deal in the face of ongoing investigations

into it. At the same time, Country Garden is on the

verge of default.

Despite the 4.9 percent growth of the Chinese

economy in the first three quarters of the year (see

entry above), the real estate sector, once the driving

force of the Chinese economy, is now one of its biggest

liabilities.

Evergrande announced on October 20 that it is revising

the terms of a proposed offshore debt restructuring

"to meet the company’s objective situation and the

demand of the creditors", without, however, disclosing

any more detailed information about the planned

contents. The company cited the investigations against

its founder Xu Jiayin, who was taken into custody at the

end of September [see AiR No. 40, October/2023, 1], as

well as against employees of Evergrande Wealth, the

company's finance department [see AiR No. 38,

September/2023, 3].

The ongoing investigations would make it impossible

for the company to take on new debt, which would

make the existing restructurings unimplementable,

and therefore a rescheduling would be necessary.

It is also unclear to what extent it will affect the court

hearing in Hong Kong, scheduled for October 30, on a

motion to dissolve the company and the possibility of

liquidating its assets. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]
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While Evergrande already defaulted for the first time at

the end of 2021, the former largest Chinese developer

Country Garden managed to avoid this, at least until

now. According to various reports, the developer

missed outstanding payments on overseas debt on

October 17.

Bondholders reportedly told the Financial Times that

they had not received interest payments from Country

Garden due by that date on a USD 500 million Country

Garden bond scheduled to mature in September 2025.

A default by Country Garden could further exacerbate

the country's real estate crisis and delay the prospect

of a recovery in the real estate market and the Chinese

economy as a whole despite the third quarter's better-

than-expected performance. [BBC] [Financial Times]

[Reuters]

China: Record cash infusion

(ms) The Chinese government has taken steps to

ensure low funding costs in its financial markets, a

crucial factor in supporting a potential economic

resurgence. The People’s Bank of China (PBC) injected

a substantial amount of liquidity through short-term

tools in response to rising funding costs, which had

reached their highest levels since April. This

underscores Beijing’s commitment to stabilizing

interest rates, encouraging banks to play an active role

in boosting government bond issuance and extending

loans, both pivotal for economic growth.

These measures align with the upcoming tax season’s

heightened cash demands. Throughout the year, China

has implemented various strategies to revitalize its

economy, including reductions in benchmark rates,

eased bank reserve requirements, and substantial

liquidity injections, signaling potential further actions

for fiscal stimulus. However, the likelihood of interest

rate cuts appears diminished due to a weakening yuan

and a global environment marked by cautious central

banks.

The liquidity surge is expected to alleviate concerns of

a potential liquidity crunch as governments prepare to

issue more bonds to support stimulus. This move also

aims to restore stability in government bonds, which

have experienced outflows due to their significant yield

discount compared to US peers since 2002.

China is considering selling up to USD 113 billion in

additional sovereign bonds throughout 2023 and

beyond as part of another round of stimulus to meet
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its annual growth target. Nonetheless, the rise in short-

term borrowing costs suggests the possibility of

further policy adjustments in the near future.

[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Apple CEO meets high ranking

officials

(ms) Apple’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Tim Cook

met among others with Vice Premier and number six

of the Politburo Standing Committee Ding Xuexiang,

Commerce Minister Wang Wentao, and Jin Zhuanglong

China Minister of Industry and Information Technology

(MIIT) during his second visit to China this year. Both

the Chinese government and Apple expressed interest

in further close cooperation during the meeting.

During the meetings, Cook on the one hand assured

that Apple will continue to actively participate in

China’s high-quality development and contribute to the

construction of an environmentally friendly and

intelligent manufacturing industry in the country. Jin

and Wang, on the other hand, promised that the

Chinese government would further open the economy

to foreign investment and accordingly hoped that

Apple would continue to cooperate with China in the

spirit of "win-win cooperation." [China Daily] [Global

Times 1] [Reuters]

These pledges were also made in the meeting with

Ding who assured “China’s door will only open wider

and wider,” and the country is ready to offer more

opportunities to foreign companies and create a better

business environment. Cook responded that Apple is

widely interested in close ties with China and wants to

expand cooperation in high-end manufacturing, the

digital economy and other areas. [Global Times 2]

[South China Morning Post 1]

Cook’s surprise visit came after only in September,

reports emerged that the Chinese government had

banned the use of Apple products for government

officials and employees of state-owned enterprises

(SOEs) [see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

In addition, Apple’s own app store was missing from

the 26-entity list of registered app stores in China

published in late September by the Cyberspace

Administration of China (CAC), China's Internet

regulator.

The reason for the absence was probably that Apple

did not sufficiently comply with the CAC's regulations

dating back to August last year. These required app
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providers to submit certain company information to

the authority for "registration" and at the same time

required them to monitor apps in their stores to

prevent the upload of apps that "contain illegal or bad

information. [South China Morning Post 2]

Apple has already responded to the latter by tightening

the requirements for apps to be available in China. In

early October, Apple announced that it would require

app developers to apply for and present an Internet

Information Provider (ICP) registration number issued

by the MIIT in order to be downloadable in China.

Since this number requires compliance with Chinese

internet regulations, it is assumed that especially

western social media, but also other independent apps

and providers, which are blocked by the Great Firewall,

but are currently still downloadable via the Apple Store

and accessible through the use of a VPN, will probably

be excluded from the Apple Store in China in the

future. [South China Morning Post 3]

China: Breakthrough in hypersonic

technology

(ms) China has, according to reports, achieved a

significant breakthrough in hypersonic technology,

developing a surface material for hypersonic vehicles

that remains intact during extended flights, a feat

previously deemed impossible.

In a test by the Chinese military, this material was

applied to a “waverider” aircraft, which uses its own

shock waves for lift. The material's exceptional thermal

resilience not only keeps vital components cool but

also enables uninterrupted wireless signals, facilitating

communication and target identification throughout

the flight.

This advancement positions China ahead of the U.S. in

the hypersonic race, where maintaining material

integrity during extended hypersonic flights has been a

considerable challenge. The U.S. has faced setbacks

due to thermal damage to hypersonic missiles and

vehicles, hampering the development of long-distance

hypersonic flight.

China's progress in this technology signifies a new

phase in the hypersonic race. Chinese hypersonic

missiles are already in use, capable of targeting moving

objects from a significant distance.

The next stage of the hypersonic race involves the

development of long-range, reusable platforms with
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military and civilian applications, such as

reconnaissance, transportation, and combat missions.

[South China Morning Post]

Japan: Domestic economy key political

focus in Diet Session, by-elections to

secure waning government support

(ic) Japan held two by-elections on October 22, 2023.

The by-elections saw the ruling Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP) square off against the Constitutional

Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ); Nishiuchi Ken (LDP)

against Hirota Hajime (CDPJ) for the Tokushima-Kochi

upper house seat, and Kaneko Yozo (LDP) against

Suetsugu Seiichi (CDPJ) for the Nagasaki No. 4 lower

house seat.

Nishiuchi was defeated by Hirota in Tokushima-Kochi,

and Kaneko barely eked out a 7-point victory against

Suetsugu in Nagasaki. Analysts argue that this reflects

frustration with the administration’s management of

the current inflationary pressures in Japan’s economy.

[Bloomberg 1] [Kyodo News 1]

This coincides with the kickoff of the extraordinary Diet

session on October 20, with its primary goal being

securing support for a new economic package. [Kyodo

News 2] In preparation for this, Prime Minister (PM)

Kishida Fumio convened the second Forum for

Consultations between the National and Local

Governments at the Prime Minister’s Office on October

19, where discussions were held regarding digital

reform, childcare reform, and overall administrative

improvements. [Prime Minister’s Office, Japan]

Former Finance Minister Nukaga Fukushiro was

appointed as Speaker, replacing Hosoda Hiroyuki. In

his opening address, he would articulate that Japan is

in an overall state of crisis both at home and abroad.

[House of Representatives, Japan, in Japanese]

While he was not specific in his address in detailing the

issues that Japan was facing, he likely alludes to the

economic and social issues being faced on the

domestic front as well as diplomatic struggles with

China and Russia on the international front. Employing

the framing of crisis may also help the flagging

electoral prospects of the LDP. This language was later

echoed by PM Kishida on October 21 at the Mount Fuji

Dialogue in Tokyo. [Nikkei Asian Review]

Hosoda Hiroyuki was placed under intense scrutiny for

his affiliations to the Unification Church and perceived

tacit endorsement of their activities, validating many

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-g/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-w/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-yd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jl/


concerns about ties between the ruling LDP and the

Unification Church. [Asahi Shinbun 1]

The LDP is expected to table ten new bills during the

session, while opposition parties will likely cross-

examine new proposed members of PM Kishida

Fumio’s cabinet. Opposition political parties also

blocked the traditional opening address to be given by

the PM at the convening of a new Diet session, as they

argued it was inappropriate given the upcoming by-

elections. The extraordinary session will last until

December 13. [The Mainichi]

Reportedly, Kishida is considering introducing

temporary tax reductions to boost the popularity of

the LDP; recent attempts to recover confidence in

government through moves such as the attempted

dissolution of the Unification Church have not borne

fruit. The LDP has been under scrutiny for a long time

for alleged ties with the Unification Church; it was

these ties and frustration with them that led to the

assassination of former Prime Minister Abe Shinzo by

Yamagami Tetsuya. [Bloomberg 2]

Japan: PM Kishida sends offering at

Yasukuni shrine

(ic) PM Kishida Fumio submitted a “masakaki” ritual

offering at the Yasukuni shrine on October 17, sparking

diplomatic comments from China and South Korea

expressing disappointment at the decision.

While he will not visit the shrine in person, Minister in

charge of Regional Revitalization Shindo Yoshitaka and

Minister of State for Economic Security Takaichi Sanae

visited the shrine on that morning.

While the Yasukuni shrine honors Japan’s war dead,

the shrine instead reflects Japan’s imperialist history to

its neighbors, and visits to it have been a point of

contention between Japan and its neighbors for the

past few decades. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Vote disparity of 2022 ruled

constitutional by Supreme Court

(ic) On October 18, the Supreme Court overruled 16

lower court rulings, stating that an upper house

election on July 10, 2022, was constitutional despite a

vote disparity of 3.03-fold.
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The lawyers and activists disappointed with this ruling

argue that so long as the election system is built on

prefecture-based constituencies, there is little hope for

real improvement. [Asahi Shinbun] [Kyodo News 1]

In November 2022, Japan revised the Public Offices

Election Act to reorganize a number of prefectures and

voting districts to reflect population changes.

Historically, the Japanese Supreme Court has ruled

vote disparities above 2.0-fold as being in a “state of

unconstitutionality”, i.e., constitutionally problematic.

[Kyodo News 2]

Intensifying union activity in Japan to

combat stagnating wages

(ic) Japanese union group Rengo has also declared that

they will be seeking to push for a 5 percent wage hike,

in an annual tradition referred to as shunto. [Reuters]

The scale of the wage increase is often reflective of the

economic conditions for Japanese workers, and Rengo

has pushed for 5 percent over the past 2 years,

significantly higher than the 2 percent it tended to ask

for in the decades following 1990. [Asahi Shinbun 2]

Campaigning by the union began on October 19, and

expected wage demands are to be set by the end of

the year so that negotiations may conclude in a timely

fashion and wage increases may be implemented in

the following March.

At the same time, the Tokyo Managers’ Union declared

the formation of the Ikea Japan Union on October 18,

after it was disclosed that employees have not been

paid for the time spent changing into uniforms since

2006, and recently changed their policy on September

1 to pay for an additional 10 minutes before and after

a worker’s shift to account for that time.

The Ikea Japan Union was formed on September 14 to

push for back-payment of this time before September

1, which the local subsidiary of Ikea opposes. [The

Mainichi]

Japan: New foreign trainee program to be

more flexible for workers

(ic) On October 18, a government panel proposed in

the lead up to a November draft bill that trainee

programs for foreigners should feature more flexibility

and oversight to prevent human rights infringements.
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The reform proposed includes: enabling trainees who

attain a certain level of skills and Japanese language

ability after working for a year at one place to transfer

to another within the same business sector, restricting

supervising organizations from holding executive posts

at the companies they supervise and act as brokers

for, employing external lawyers to monitor the

supervising organizations run by the chamber of

commerce and other business-related groups, and

making companies pay commission fees that trainees

often go into debt paying. [Kyodo News]

Japan: EV charger installation target

doubled

(ic) In a set of new guidelines released on October 18,

the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry expanded

its target for electric vehicle (EV) charger outlets

nationwide to 270,000 standard charger outlets and

30,000 fast charger outlets by 2030, for a total of

300,000 outlets. Standard chargers will be installed

mainly at condominiums and commercial facilities and

fast chargers at expressway rest areas. This, alongside

a plan to also double the performance of these charger

outlets, are intended to support Japan’s EV transition

to 100% of new vehicles by 2035. [Nippon]

Japan: Backup system failure caused

Japan payments clearing network glitch

(ic) The Japanese Banks' Payment Clearing Network

stated on October 18 that a disruption to its payments

clearing network the previous week was caused by a

failure in backup measures, and that those affected by

the system failure will be compensated by their

financial institutions for any charges incurred due to

the service disruption. The system update, carried

from October 7-9, aimed to upgrade the intermediary

computer connecting financial institutions to the

clearing network. Investigators are considering if the

upgrade could have been done in a stepwise fashion to

avoid such an incident. The compensation will cover

fees including those for transfer cancellations and late

payments, as well as interest charged on accounts that

temporarily had insufficient funds. [Kyodo News]

Japan: White paper on combating suicide

blames Werther effect
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(ic) The annual white paper on combating suicide was

released by the Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare

on September 6 and approved in Diet on October 20.

[Asahi Shinbun] [Ministry of Health, Labour, and

Welfare, in Japanese]

The report noted among other things that a record

high of 514 school children committed suicide in 2022

while the total number of suicides increased 4.2

percent in 2022, marking the first increase in two

years.

The Ministry also attributed a spike in suicides over the

two or three weeks following the highly publicized

suicide of a Japanese celebrity to the Werther effect,

otherwise referred to as copycat suicides.

Health problems were, however, the leading cause of

suicide, accounting for about 45.1 percent of suicides.

[Japan Times]

Japan: Railgun performs first test firing at

sea

(ic) Japan’s Acquisition Technology & Logistics Agency

(ATLA) reported on October 17 that it had successfully

test-fired its railgun at sea for the first time. As this

concept is still in development worldwide – having

been abandoned by the US Navy in 2022, but still in

development in China and Turkey – its practical

doctrinal applications and what types of vessels it may

be fit to are still under consideration. However, with

the proliferation of hypersonic weapons and other

similar weapons in North Korea and across the world,

railguns are increasingly being seen as a viable

counterstrategy to invest into. [The Drive]

Mongolia: Democratic People’s Party

lashes out against government

(ap) Mongolia’s Democratic People’s Party has voiced

fierce criticism of the country’s government during a

regular information session on October 19.

Addressing the issue of corruption in Mongolia, the

party criticized President Khurelsukh’s untransparent

spending of USD 5.8 billion during the COVID-19 crisis

MNT 20.3 trillion as well as what it called the USD 12

billion “coal theft” where government corruption was

exposed in the context of nearly 400,000 tons of coal

missing [see AiR No. 50, December/2022, 2].
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The party added that the authorities in general do not

want to focus on fighting corruption and bribery.

In addition, law enforcement institutions have been

targeting citizens who “speak up and express their

opinions,” while social media which disclose

information storage and investigation secrets have

been blocked.[ News.mn]

North Korea: Repatriated defectors from

China sent to political prison camps

(ap) North Korean defectors were detained at the

Ministry of State Security near the China-North Korean

border in two holding centers – Sinuiju and Onsong.

They belong to a group of 200 to 300 defectors who

were sent back to North Korea from China earlier this

month [see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3].

Authorities are conducting “initial” investigation at the

holding centers to determine the accounts of the

defectors and timing of their defections and what they

did in China.

Defectors who have undergone forced repatriation in

the past claim that they experienced human rights

abuses in the holding centers, including torture,

beatings and sexual assault. 

This will be followed by “preliminary” examinations

which will take place at facilities under the jurisdiction

of law enforcement agencies in the defectors’ original

places of residence. Preliminary examinations include

the entire interrogation process prior to suspected

criminals being indicted. [Daily NK]

In a latest development, four unidentified North

Koreans crossed the inter-Korean maritime border in

the East Sea on October 24, according to South Korean

military sources. [The Korea Herald]

North Korea: Crackdown on loan sharks

(ap) The North Korean government has reportedly

intensified its crackdown on private lending and

tightened related criminal punishments.

Around 40 people are said to have been arrested and

sentenced to forced labor for violating the country’s

Loan Law, enacted in February and aimed at

eliminating private lending activities. [Daily NK]
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South Korea: New constitutional court

president appointed

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has appointed

Constitutional Court Justice Lee Jong-seok as the new

chief following the retirement of President Yoo Nam-

seok. Lee, who has served on the bench since 2018, is

set to replace Yoo next month.

His appointment will be subject to a parliamentary

confirmation hearing and a vote by the National

Assembly.

With a background as a senior judge at the Seoul High

Court and chief of the Suwon District Court, Lee is

regarded as a conservative member of the bench. He is

expected to serve as president for the remaining 11

months of his six-year term as justice.

Meanwhile, the search continues for a new Supreme

Court chief justice after the rejection of Lee Gyun-

ryong, Yoon’s initial choice, who was rejected by the

opposition-controlled National Assembly earlier this

month in the first such rejection in 35 years. [Yonhap

1] [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Presidential archives raided

in probe of alleged data manipulation by

former government

(tms) South Korean prosecutors continued their two-

day raid on the Presidential Archives, investigating

allegations of economic data manipulation during the

previous administration under Moon Jae-in.

This move follows a report by the Board of Audit and

Inspection, which claimed that the former government

had pressured various agencies to manipulate official

data on income, employment, and housing prices to

support its economic and real estate policies [see AiR

No. 38, September/2023, 3].

While Moon himself was not included in the probe, 22

former government officials, including all four former

presidential chiefs of staff for policy, are under

investigation.

Earlier, prosecutors had also raided Statistics Korea,

the Korea Real Estate Board, and various ministries,

seeking documents and data related to the suspected

data manipulation.
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The audit agency believes that undue influence was

exerted on the Korea Real Estate Board to manipulate

real estate data approximately 94 times between 2017

and 2021. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Opposition leader resumes

party duties, calls for cabinet overhaul

(tms) Lee Jae-myung, the leader of South Korea's

Democratic Party (DP) and an opposition figure,

officially returned to his party responsibilities after

several weeks of hospitalization following a 24-day

hunger strike.

In his return, Lee called on President Yoon Suk Yeol to

conduct a comprehensive Cabinet overhaul, citing

government policy failures and demanding the

resignation of all Cabinet members due to their

perceived incompetence and aggressive behavior.

He stressed the DP's role in addressing people's

livelihoods and expressed confidence in the party's

prospects in the upcoming parliamentary elections in

April.

Despite divisions within the DP, exemplified by the

lifting of Lee's immunity from arrest, he emphasized

the importance of prioritizing citizens' well-being.

Lee currently faces trials on various charges, including

alleged election law violations and corruption during

his tenure as Seongnam mayor [see AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3]. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Foreign-born, special

naturalized citizen chairs ruling party

innovation committee

(tms) Yohan Ihn, the newly appointed chairman of

South Korea's ruling People Power Party's (PPP)

innovation committee, has made history as the first

foreigner to pass the country's medical licensing exam

and the first special naturalized citizen to hold such a

position.

Fluent in Korean and hailing from a family with a legacy

of contributions to South Korea in education and

medicine spanning four generations, Ihn was granted

citizenship for his family's extensive service to the

nation.
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His great-grandfather, American missionary Eugene

Bell, played a significant role in the country's history.

Ihn, who has served as the chairman of Severance

Hospital International Health Care Center, has also had

ties to the conservative political bloc since 2012 when

he joined the transition team launched by former

President Park Geun-hye, and his involvement with the

PPP continues under President Yoon Suk Yeol's

administration. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

Taiwan: KMT presidential candidate ready

to run for vice president on joint ticket

with rival candidate

(dql) Hou Yu-ih, presidential candidate of the main

opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), has affirmed

that he did not rule out running as the vice-presidential

candidate on a joint ticket with the smaller opposition

Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) and its candidate Ko Wen-

je.

Less than three months before the presidential

election in January 2024, this marks the first time Hoy

is yielding ground as the two parties have been

struggling for months to find a consensus on a

potential joint ticket in a bid to oust the ruling

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), with Vice-

President Lai Ching-te as its presidential candidate who

is leading comfortably in the polls.

Hou and Ko, meanwhile, are running neck and neck

with the opposition support split nearly evenly. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Over USD 12 billion earmarked in

latest climate change adaptation plan

(dql) According to the "National Climate Change

Adaptation Action Plan (2023-2026)," a draft of the

Taiwanese the Ministry of Environment (MOENV) and

16 other ministries and approved by the Cabinet on

October 19, Taiwan plans to allocate USD 12.70 billion

to several new projects as part its climate change

adaptation policy.

Over the next four years, a variety of areas including

infrastructure, water resources, land use, coastal and

marine environments, energy supply and industry,

agricultural production and biodiversity, public health,

and capacity building are to be covered, with a total
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126 adaptation action plans of which 78 being

continuations of ongoing plans and 48 being new.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cabinet proposes declassifying

secret documents to push for transitional

justice

(dql) The Cabinet has come forward with a proposal for

amendments to the Political Archives Act and the

Classified National Security Information Protection Act

that seek for abolish rules that allow certain national

security information to remain permanently classified.

The Cabinet cited for the move its intention to promote

transitional justice by providing access to political

archives from Taiwan’s authoritarian past.

Under the proposed amendments, national secrets

listed as top secrets under Article 12 of the Classified

National Security Information Protection Act shall be

declassified no later than 40 years after their creation.

According to current legislation, those secrets are kept

confidential permanently. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Firms that worked with Chinese

companies reportedly supplying Huawei

investigated

(jr) Taiwan is investigating whether or not four of its

firms are breaking US sanctions on its investment rules

and providing services to Chinese companies from

mainland China. They are reportedly helping Huawei

build semiconductor chip factories.

All four of these Taiwanese companies – Topco

Scientific, United Integrated Services, L&K Engineering

Co, and Cica-Huntek Chemical Technology – have

denied violating any rules. [CNN]

Taiwan: 12 new land-based surface-to-air

missile sites to be built

(dql) According to a report of the Taiwanese defense

ministry submitted to the parliament on October 20

for a defense budget review, Taiwan will build 12 new

indigenous Tien-Kung or Sky Bow III (TK III) land-based
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surface-to-air missile sites by the end of 2026, in a bid

to counter the threat of China’s ballistic missiles.

The move comes on the heels of a recommendation

the National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and

Technology (NCSIST), Taiwan’s premier military

research unit, which argued that older generations of

TK missiles was noy anymore capable of countering

the threat of the People's Liberation Army's advanced

ballistic missile systems and needed to be modernized.

These findings prompted the ministry’s decision to

upgrade existing missile system sites to accommodate

the new TK missiles. [Focus Taiwan]

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Navy has launched its fifth

domestically built Tuo Chiang-class corvette, the An

Chiang, commissioned in 2015.

A total of 11 Tuo Chiang-class corvettes are expected

to be built by 2026. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: First stand-alone combat

readiness drill in six years

(dql) On October 21, two Army brigades began the

week-long live-fire exercise “Chang Ching” in Central

Taiwan that focuses on simulating combat scenarios.

This marks the first time since 2017 a Chang Ching drill

has been held independently. In the previous five years

it was part of other annual Army exercises.

In the brigade-level exercise each unit is tested

whether it is sufficiently trained in intelligence,

command, interception, communication, and logistic

support in the event of an attack on Taiwan. It involves

variants of the domestic Clouded Leopard armored

vehicle, as well as the latest drones. [Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Prime Minister claims foreign

governments planning to topple

government

(ps) Bangladesh’s prime minister and president of the

ruling Awami League, Sheikh Hasina, has expressed

concerns about an alleged conspiracy to install a

puppet government in the country ahead of the

upcoming national parliament election scheduled for

January. Addressing a meeting of the Awami League

parliamentary party, Hasina stated that this conspiracy

aims to bring an unelected third force into power to

disrupt the country's development. [Dhaka Tribune]

The prime minister also stressed that the party's

nominations for the elections should be based on

merit, suggesting that not all current parliament

members may be nominated. She also mentioned that

while the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) may participate in the elections, they could

attempt to make them controversial. Additionally, she

noted that several other parties are prepared to

participate if the BNP chooses not to.

Bangladesh: Bill to grant paramilitary

group police power placed in parliament

(ps) A bill has been introduced in Bangladesh’s

Parliament to grant members of the Bangladesh Ansar

– a paramilitary auxiliary force responsible for the

preservation of internal security and law enforcement

– the authority to make arrests, conduct searches, and

seize goods. [Prothom Alo]

The move sparked strong reactions from the police,

with a group of 25 police officials, including the

inspector general of police, expressing their objections

to the bill to the home minister. Representatives from

the police associations were also present at the

meeting.
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Bangladesh: Disruptions feared at

opposition rally on October 28

(ps) Bangladesh’s main opposition Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) is holding its much-anticipated

grand rally on October 28. Both sides fear the rally will

go awry with the BNP concerned the police will employ

obstacles to limit their right to protest and the

government side concerned the rally might turn violent

or cause disruptions through prohibited blockades

following the rally. [The Daily Star 1] [Prothom Alo]

The BNP demands the upcoming national election to

be held under a neutral caretaker government to

guarantee the integrity of the election. To this end it

has been holding several campaigns of rallies in recent

months. The upcoming rally is expected by some to be

particularly disruptive as BNP is trying to increase the

pressure on the government further.

Because of this situation the election commission has

postponed the training of election officials, originally

also scheduled on the same day, to November 2-3.

[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Over 200 opposition

members detained within 15 hours

(ps) On October 18, the oppositional Bangladesh

Nationalist Party claimed that over 200 leaders and

supporters were apprehended in Dhaka within the last

15 hours, in connection with the Naya Paltan rally.

[Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Gas supply in crisis as

government reduces imports amid budget

shortage

(ps) A gas crisis has hit Bangladesh as the imports of

liquefied natural gas (LNG) were reduced. The

government is only supplying about two-thirds of the

demand according to Petrobangla, a state-owned

energy company. The crisis manifests in daily gas

supply outages and reduced pressure in the network

particularly at the far ends. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Event with 100,000 imams

announced in Dhaka

(ps) A event titled "Imam Conference-2023" with at

least 100,000 imams will be held at the end of October

in Dhaka. The government intends to show

commitment to Islamic values through this event

ahead of the upcoming general elections. [The Daily

Star]

Bhutan: Election Commission extends

postal ballot registration deadline

(na) The Bhutanese Election Commission (ECB) has

prolonged the postal ballot registration period until

October 27 for the upcoming National Assembly

Elections 2023-24. This extension aims to allow voters

to verify their details on the electoral roll and postal

voters list, enabling corrections and objections. Also,

voters can check their information online or at the

nearest Election Office, ensuring accurate participation

in the elections. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Biological Corridor Nine Bill

passes in Parliament’s upper House

(na)In a recent session, Bhutan's upper House of

parliament, the National Council, approved the

Biological Corridor Nine (BC9) Bill 2023 with 23 votes.

To address concerns raised by MPs, some sections

were recommended for removal, ensuring uniformity

in rules governing biological corridors. Against this

backdrop, the bill will proceed to the lower House for

further discussion. [Kuensel]

The proposed corridor, spanning 216 square

kilometers and connecting Bumdeling Wildlife

Sanctuary and Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary, aims to

enhance ecological connectivity. While the Bill prohibits

certain commercial activities, private landowners

within the corridor will have options for economic

activities. This development will increase Bhutan's

protected area coverage to 52 percent, benefiting local

communities and promoting sustainable tourism.

Bhutan: Parliament’s lower House

addresses principals' workload concerns

in primary schools
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(na) In a recent session, a member of the lower House

of parliament highlighted challenges faced by

officiating principals in primary schools due to

increased responsibilities without adequate support

staff. [Kuensel]

The new education policy, requiring officiating

principals to oversee schools with less than 100

students, has created challenges, leading to increased

pressure on these school leaders. The lack of sufficient

support staff and administrative assistants has

exacerbated the workload. Historically, primary

schools with fewer than 100 students had both a

principal and an administrative assistant, providing

essential support.

In response, the government aims to resolve this issue

by proposing the deployment of autonomous

principals in all primary schools, regardless of student

numbers, and increasing the number of teachers in the

next plan. The goal is to balance the workload and

maintain the quality of education without affecting the

students' performance.

India: Supreme Court refuses PIL seeking

rights for Hindus, others to manage their

religious places like Muslims

(hp) On October 18, India’s Supreme Court refused to

entertain a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) that sought to

grant Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs the same

rights as Muslims, Parsis, and Christians in

establishing, managing, and maintaining their religious

places. The court, led by Chief Justice D.Y.

Chandrachud, dismissed the petition, describing it as a

“publicity-oriented litigation" and stating that this

matter should be addressed by the legislature rather

than the court. [The Hindu] [Live Law] [Deccan Herald]

The petition highlighted that government authorities

control Hindu temples across the country, while

followers of other religious faiths are permitted to

manage their institutions. Upadhyay argued that the

right to manage institutions, as per Article 26, should

be a natural right for all communities. According to the

petition, approximately 400,000 out of 900,000 Hindu

temples in the country are under government control.

Advocate Ashwini Upadhyay had filed the plea, which

also called for the court to direct the central

government or the Law Commission of India to design

a common charter for religious and philanthropic

institutions as well as a Uniform Code for Religious and

Charitable Endowments.
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Additionally, the Supreme Court rejected a similar plea

filed by Hindu seer Swami Jeetendranand Saraswatee,

seeking similar directions.

India: Supreme Court orders center, state

government to appoint district officers

under POSH Act

(hp) The Supreme Court of India has ordered the

center and state governments and union territories to

appoint district officers within four weeks to effectively

enforce the Prevention of Sexual Harassment (POSH)

Act. Apart from this, it also mandated that hospitals,

nursing homes, sports institutes, and sports venues

establish internal complaints committees to prevent

sexual harassment in workplaces. [Scroll] [The Tribune]

The court has given the central government an

ultimatum of eight weeks to compose and submit a

report and twelve weeks to remedy it. Moreover, the

ministry of women and child development was asked

to find a ‘nodal’ person to supervise and ensure the

proper execution of the envisioned Act.

This decision comes in response to a plea by the

Initiatives for Inclusive Foundation, a non-

governmental organization, which sought the apex

court's intervention to enhance the implementation of

POSH. Under this law, companies with more than ten

employees are required to have an internal complaints

committee, while each district must have a local

committee to address complaints from companies with

fewer than ten employees and workers in the informal

sector.

The district officer's role is crucial in designating nodal

officers and facilitating the complaint registration

process. However, complainants from the informal

sector often lack protection because of the absence of

district officers.

The court emphasized the significance of district

officers in the Act's implementation and pointed out

the lack of uniformity in their appointment and

functioning across states. It noted the failure of many

states to provide documentation on the establishment

of local complaints committees and the need for a

functional framework for addressing workplace sexual

harassment.

The court called for mandatory training and

sensitization of district officers and local committees to

better understand sexual harassment issues and

gender dynamics in workplaces.
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India: Prime Minister Modi writes letter to

Madhya Pradesh ahead of state assembly

polls

(hp) In an effort to gain confidence and support for his

party for the upcoming elections on November 17,

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote an open

letter to the voters in Madhya Pradesh state, praising

the development from a “bimaru”, or sick one, to a

“self-reliant” one.

Substantiating on the facilities provided to the central

state of Madhya Pradesh, Modi praised the current

government and chief minister for implementing

welfare schemes, bringing the people above the

poverty line, and working towards improving the

condition of women and children as opposed to the

backward condition of the state in 2003. While

expressing his admiration for the progress in the state,

Modi commented on how Congress, which ruled at the

center prior to the 2014 elections, gave a “sautela”, or

step-motherly treatment, to Madhya Pradesh.

The groundwork for elections in the state commenced

from October 13, and the parties were allowed to

nominate their candidates till October 20. The voting

will commence on November 17 and the voting will be

counted on December 3. Madhya Pradesh is one of the

five states to hold constituent assembly elections,

before the nation-wide elections scheduled in 2024.

[Firstpost] [Hindustan Times]

India: Prime Minister Modi launches

country's first Regional Rapid Transit

System

(hp) India's first Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS)

has commenced operations in the state of Uttar

Pradesh, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi presiding

over a ceremony to mark the occasion. The inaugural

RAPIDX train began operating on October 20, covering

a 17-kilometer route from Sahibabad to Duhai as part

of the USD 4 billion RRTS project. [Mint] [Economic

Times]

This project, approved in February 2019, will ultimately

connect the national capital, Delhi, to Ghaziabad and

Meerut, two major cities in Uttar Pradesh. The RRTS

network is managed by Deutsche Bahn subsidiary DB

International Operations (DBIO) and constructed by

the National Capital Region Transport Corporation
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(NCRTC). When fully operational in 2025, it will cover a

total of 82 kilometers with 25 stations and offer high-

speed intercity trains every 15 minutes. [Railway

Technology]

India: Crucial test in crewed space mission

completed after brief delay

(lm) India's ambitious crewed space mission,

Gaganyaan, achieved a key test on October 21 after a

brief delay. The Indian Space Research Organisation

(ISRO) initially postponed the planned lift-off but later

announced that the issue causing the delay had been

identified and corrected. [The Straits Times]

The Gaganyaan mission aims to develop a human-

habitable space capsule capable of carrying a three-

member crew into a 400-kilometer orbit for three days

before splashing down in the Indian Ocean. Once

completed, ISRO intends to explore ways to establish a

sustained human presence in space.

Approximately USD 1.1 billion has been allocated for

the Gaganyaan mission, which follows ISRO's historic

landing of its Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft on the lunar

south pole in August. Although a specific launch date

has not been announced, the Gaganyaan mission is

expected to take off from India's main spaceport in

Sriharikota before 2024.

India: Counterintelligence identifies terror

network in Jammu and Kashmir, conducts

raids

(hp) The Counter Intelligence Kashmir (CIK) recently

conducted search operations at five locations across

the Kupwara, Srinagar, Anantnag, and Pulwama

districts of the Kashmir Valley. These raids are linked to

a First Information Report that involves various

sections of the Indian Penal Code and the Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). [Rising Kashmir] [Zee

News] [Greater Kashmir]

The investigation centers on a "deep conspiracy"

allegedly orchestrated by terrorist organizations and

their associates within the Kashmir Valley. These

individuals, along with handlers based across the

border, are accused of disseminating criminal content

on social media platforms. This content is considered

seditious and promotes an anti-India narrative,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-ku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-ku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-ul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-ur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-uy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-uy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-uj/


potentially enticing vulnerable youths to join terrorist

ranks.

Preliminary findings suggest that certain individuals

and entities have been profiling people who hold

opposing viewpoints against secession or terrorism,

advocating for a peaceful society. These profiles have

been identified as targets for character assassination

and potential harm.

Additionally, these individuals have been targeting

government servants in Kashmir, issuing threats to

hinder them from performing their lawful duties.

Moreover, investigations indicate that these

individuals, primarily operating through Facebook

accounts, have been promoting discord among

different religious and regional groups within Kashmir

and encouraging youth to engage in violence.

India: Gujarat anti-terror unit arrests man

believed to have links with Pakistani

authorities

(hp/lm) On October 20, the Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS)

of the Gujarat Police apprehended an individual who

originally hailed from Pakistan but was granted Indian

citizenship in 2005. The man stands accused of

assisting Pakistani authorities in conducting espionage

against Indian defense personnel by transmitting a

tracking malware through WhatsApp. [The Hindu]

[Times of India]

This arrest followed information provided by the

Military Intelligence. The man now faces charges under

Sections 123 (concealing with intent to facilitate a

design to wage war against the government) and 121-A

(conspiracy to wage war against the government) of

the Indian Penal Code (IPC) as well as relevant sections

of the Information Technology Act.

India: Army to start phasing out Cheetah,

Chetak helicopters from 2027

(lm) The Indian Army plans to phase out its aging

Cheetah and Chetak helicopters starting in 2027 when

they reach the end of their Total Technical Life (TTL).

The Army intends to replace these vintage helicopters

with the indigenous Light Utility Helicopters (LUH). [The

Hindu]
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Currently, the Army operates 190 Cheetah, Chetak, and

Cheetal helicopters out of an original fleet of 246.

About 25 of them are often undergoing maintenance ,

resulting in a deficiency of approximately 37 percent in

this segment. The majority of the fleet, nearly 130 out

of the 190, are between 30 and 50 years old.

In light of this, in November 2021, the Defence

Acquisition Council approved the purchase of 12

Limited Series Production (LSP) variants of the LUH,

costing approximately USD 200 million, with six each

allocated to the Army and the Indian Air Force (IAF).

These helicopters are designed and developed by

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). However, the

program faced delays due to issues with the auto-pilot

system.

The auto-pilot issues have since been addressed, and

HAL has commenced trials. The six LSP LUH

helicopters are expected to be delivered to the Army

between December 2024 and June 2025. A larger

contract for LUH procurement is expected to be

finalized by January 2024, with deliveries scheduled to

begin in 2026. In the interim, the Army is considering

leasing 20 utility helicopters to address the shortage.

Previously, India had explored partnerships with

foreign original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) and

entered into an inter-governmental agreement with

Russia to manufacture 200 Ka-226T helicopters in

India. However, these plans are now awaiting formal

cancellation, and the entire requirement will be

fulfilled by the indigenous LUH.

India: Security forces recover

ammunition, arms looted in Manipur over

last months

(lf) Security forces in the Indian state of Manipur have

made a significant breakthrough in their efforts to

tamper violence within the state, recovering a

significant number of arms and ammunition, including

1085 bombs, that had been looted from police stations

and armouries. [The Hindustan Times] [Organiser]

The ethnic tensions between the Kuki and Meitei

peoples of Manipur, which originally erupted in May of

this year, have thus far left an estimated 175 people

dead and displaced an estimated 50,000 [see AiR, No.

41, October/2023, 2]. Mobs had previously looted 5669

types of arms and approximately 500,000 rounds of

ammunition from police stations and armouries. Until

the first week of October, only around 1300 of these

items had been recovered.
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Nepal: Koshi chief minister wins

confidence vote with strong support

(na) Kedar Karki, the newly elected Chief Minister of

Koshi Province in Nepal, has successfully secured a

vote of confidence in the provincial assembly. Karki, a

Nepali Congress lawmaker, had previously opposed his

party's support for a Maoist lawmaker as chief

minister, leading to his revolt [see AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3]. He gained overwhelming support in

the provincial assembly, with 86 members voting in

favor out of the 93-member assembly. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Notably, Karki's own party, the Nepali Congress, which

had limited support for him initially, unanimously

backed him during the crucial vote. His appointment

marks the fifth chief minister in Koshi Province since

the 2022 elections.

According to Nepal's constitution, a vote of no

confidence cannot be brought against the chief

minister for the first two years after their appointment.

However, if a political party withdraws its support

before that period, the chief minister must prove a

majority within 30 days of the withdrawal.

Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal pledges

modernization, global recognition for

Nepal Police

(na) During an event commemorating the 68th Police

Day at the Police Headquarters in Naxal, Prime

Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal pledged to modernize

Nepal Police and transform it into an efficient,

responsible, and influential organization both

nationally and internationally. He praised Nepal Police

for its effective crime control and investigative efforts,

despite limited resources, and emphasized that the

government's success is closely tied to enhancing the

organization's capacity. [The Himalayan Times]

The Prime Minister also called for unity within the

organization and boosting the morale of police

personnel. He urged Nepal Police to address

challenges posed by trans-border crimes, the rapid

development of information technology, and

globalization while leveraging IT opportunities.

Acknowledging the rise of new dimensions of crime

with IT advancements, Dahal instructed the police to
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establish technology-friendly mechanisms for crime

control and investigation.

Nepal: Government initiates granting

citizenship certificates to non-resident

citizens

(na/lm) The Nepali government has initiated the

process of granting Nepali citizenship certificates to

non-resident Nepalis (NRNs) in accordance with Article

14 of the Constitution of Nepal and the amended

Nepal Citizenship Act. Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal

Dahal presented NRN citizenship certificates to the

Executive President of the Non-Resident Nepali

Association (NRNA), Badri KC, and President Kul

Acharya during a ceremony at the Prime Minister's

Residence in Baluwatar. [My Republica]

These certificates provide NRNs with Nepali

citizenship, granting them economic, social, and

cultural rights. The government plans to distribute

NRN citizenship certificates from all 77 districts,

allowing NRNs to apply for them. The NRNA had long

advocated for citizenship rights for NRNs.

Earlier, in June the Amended Citizenship Act came into

force. This Amended Citizenship Act allows citizenship

by descent for children of citizens by birth. As per this

act, Children's citizenship eligibility is based on

parental nationality, enabling children of Nepali men

married to foreign women to acquire citizenship by

descent, and those born to Nepali mothers and foreign

fathers to be eligible for naturalized citizenship, subject

to state approval. [AiR No. 26, June/2023, 4]

Maldives: President-elect Dr. Muizzu

addresses former president Yameen's

case, pledges judicial reform

(na) Maldivian President-elect Dr. Mohamed Muizzu

has claimed that the charges against former President

Abdulla Yameen are politically motivated. In his first

post-election interview with Al Jazeera, he also

emphasized his commitment to addressing corruption

in his upcoming administration, even though Yameen

is currently serving an 11-year prison sentence for

money laundering and bribery. [Avas]

Yameen, the main opposition Progressive Party of

Maldives (PPM) leader, who led the Maldives from 2013

to 2018 before being defeated by the current President
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Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, is serving an 11-year prison

sentence for money laundering and bribery charges

related to a resort project. He was also fined USD 5

million. In August 2023, the Maldives Supreme Court

ruled that Yameen was ineligible to contest the

upcoming presidential election [see AiR No. 32,

August/2023, 2].

Dr. Muizzu defended the decision to transfer Yameen

to house arrest after his presidential victory, stating

that the law allows for such transfers by the

government and the President. When asked about the

independence of the judiciary, he expressed doubts,

stating that the judiciary is not currently independent.

He further indicated that one of his priorities upon

assuming office would be to initiate reforms within the

judiciary. Specifically, he mentioned plans to amend

the law to prevent political influence from affecting the

Judicial Service Commission (JSC).

Maldives: Finance ministry proposes

supplementary budget for current year

(na) The Ministry of Finance has submitted a

supplementary budget of USD 422 million to cover this

year's state expenses, as allowed by the constitution.

The funds will be allocated for Public Sector

Investment Programmes (PSIP), national health

insurance, subsidies, and state-owned companies'

capital contributions.[PSM News]

This proposal, if approved, would increase the 2023

state budget from USD 2.8 billion to USD 3.2 billion.

Additionally, the finance ministry is working on next

year's budget, estimating it at USD 3.2 billion, a 5.3

percent increase from this year, in collaboration with

President-elect Dr. Mohamed Muizzu's appointed

committee.

Maldives: New foreign investment bill presented in

Parliament

(na) On October 23, the Maldivian Parliament

introduced the Foreign Investment Bill, outlining

guidelines for foreign investments. MP Ahmed Haroon

presented the bill, focusing on specified investment

areas, approval policies, investor responsibilities, and

safeguards. The bill addresses circumstances for

license revocation and state withdrawal, ensuring fair

compensation for affected investors. Upon enactment,

the existing "Law on Foreign Investment in the

Republic of Maldives" will be repealed. [Avas]
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Pakistan: Former Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif returns from self-exile ahead of

elections

(mha/lm) Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan’s former three-time

prime minister, has returned to his South Asian

homeland after nearly four years in self-exile in the

United Kingdom, adding to the political tension as the

country braces for an expected tumultuous national

election. [CNN]

Sharif, the de-facto leader of the Pakistan Muslim

League (Nawaz) or PML-N, one of the two dynastic

parties that have historically dominated Pakistani

politics, arrived at Islamabad airport on October 21.

His return followed an Islamabad court decision to bar

authorities from arresting Sharif until October 24 when

he is to appear in court in corruption cases. [The News]

Notably, Sharif's return to Pakistan is believed by some

analysts to have been facilitated through a special

arrangement with the country’s powerful military. This

support from the military is seen as crucial for the

PML-N as the party seeks to regain power in next

year’s elections against Sharif’s biggest rival, former

premier Imran Khan, who is languishing in jail on

corruption charges.

In 2017, Sharif was disqualified from holding office by a

Supreme Court ruling related to corruption allegations.

The following year, he received a seven-year prison

sentence for corruption, which he denied. However,

the sentence was suspended on medical grounds,

allowing him to travel abroad for treatment with the

condition that he return within four weeks, a

requirement he violated. Before the 2017 Supreme

Court ruling that ended his third term as Prime

Minister, Sharif had been ousted in a coup in 1999 and

removed as Prime Minister by a military-backed

president in 1993.

Upon his return to Pakistan, Sharif submitted

applications to reopen pending appeals related to his

convictions in the Avenfield properties and Al-Azizia

steel mills cases. These two cases are part of a set of

three, with the third being the Flagship investment

case. These cases were initiated against the Sharif

family by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in

September 2017 following a Supreme Court judgment

that disqualified Sharif in the high-profile Panama

Papers case in July. [The Hindu]

Crucially, Sharif is ineligible to contest elections or

assume public office due to his convictions, despite his
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PML-N's intention to have him as a candidate for a

fourth term as prime minister. Maryam Nawaz, his

daughter, has expressed that he will pursue legal

avenues to have the corruption conviction overturned,

with the goal of leading his party in the anticipated

national elections in January 2024. [Deutsche Welle]

Pakistan: Former Premier Khan indicted

for allegedly leaking US-linked secret

cable

(lm) A special court in Pakistan has indicted jailed

former Prime Minister Imran Khan and his deputy,

former Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, on

charges of leaking state secrets. Khan and Qureshi

pleaded not guilty, and their attorneys vowed to

challenge the indictment in a higher court. If found

guilty, the two men could face life imprisonment or

even the death penalty.

The lawsuit revolves around a March 2022 classified

cable, internally known has a cipher, that Khan claimed

documented the United States' role in his

government's downfall, allegedly with the assistance of

Pakistan's powerful military. The cable quoted Donald

Lu, the US Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau

of South and Central Asian Affairs, asking Pakistan's

military to remove Khan from office through a

parliamentary vote of no confidence due to his

government's neutrality in the Ukraine conflict.

Khan was jailed in August on corruption charges that

he viewed as politically motivated and fabricated by

the military. A higher court later overturned his

sentence and ordered his release on bail. However,

Khan was kept in custody over allegations of leaking

the cable's contents for political gain.[Reuters] [Voice

of America]

Pakistan: Supreme Court seeks

government, election commission input

on polls ‘within 90 days’

(lm) Pakistan's Supreme Court has issued notices to

the Election Commission (ECP) and the federal

government in response to a set of petitions calling for

elections to be held within 90 days after the dissolution

of the National Assembly and provincial legislatures.

The hearing has been adjourned until November 2.

[DAWN]
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The petitions were submitted by various parties,

including the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA)

and the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI).

The petitioners argue that the ECP has a constitutional

duty to hold elections within 90 days following the

dissolution of the assemblies, and this period cannot

be extended for any reason.

The issue arises from the dissolution of the National

Assembly by the government led by Shehbaz Sharif on

August 9, which, along with the dissolution of the Sindh

and Balochistan assemblies, aimed to enable elections

within 90 days. Ordinarily, elections should have been

held within 60 days of assembly dissolution, but the

ECP cited the need for fresh delimitations based on the

results of the seventh Population and Housing Census

2023, which was approved by the Council of Common

Interest. As a result, the ECP announced a general

election date in the last week of January 2024.

Against this backdrop, during the recent hearing, the

chief justice emphasized the importance of adhering to

constitutional provisions and expressed concern that

the impression was being created that the court was

not interested in holding elections. [Geo News]

While the petitioners acknowledge that even if a date is

announced today, elections cannot be held within 90

days, they are pressing for adherence to the

constitutional requirement. The court allowed some of

the petitioners to amend their petitions, and the case

will continue to be heard in the coming weeks.

Pakistan: Supreme Court stops military

courts of civilians involved in May 9 riots

(mha/lm) Pakistan’s Supreme Court ruled on October

23 that military trials of civilians are unconstitutional,

bringing relief to dozens of individuals on trial for their

involvement in protests that followed the arrest of

former Prime Minister Imran Khan in early May. The

government had planned to use military courts to try

these individuals, raising concerns about the fairness

of the process. [Reuters]

The May 9 riots in Pakistan were triggered by the arrest

of former Prime Minister Imran Khan. Demonstrations

by alleged Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) supporters

turned into violent riots, leading to extensive damage

to civil and military installations, including the General

Headquarters in Rawalpindi. The military referred to

May 9 as the "Black Day" and decided to try the

protestors under the Pakistan Army Act 1952.
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In response to this move, PTI Chairman Khan and

others requested the Supreme Court to declare the

military trials unconstitutional. Notably, in the last

hearing on August 3, the then-Chief Justice Umar Ata

Bandial stated that the Supreme Court would prevent

the army from resorting to unconstitutional measures.

The case was adjourned indefinitely after the Attorney

General for Pakistan assured the court that military

trials would not proceed without informing the apex

court. Ahead of this week’s hearing, however, the

government informed the Supreme Court that the

military trials of 102 civilians involved in the May 9

attacks have already commenced. [Geo News]

More recently, nine individuals, currently in military

custody for their alleged involvement in the May 9

attacks approached the Supreme Court, seeking to

become a party in the case challenging the the trial of

the more than 100 civilians in military courts. [The

News]

In their petition, the individuals state that they have

full faith and confidence in the military authorities to

provide justice to them and all other accused persons.

They have requested that they be tried and dealt with

under the provisions of the Army Act and its rules, and

they seek expeditious justice.

However, the Supreme Court's decision means that

proceedings under the Army Act would have no legal

effect, and the trials of approximately 103 people will

be transferred to civilian criminal courts. Moreover, the

ruling may also pave the way for other civilians

convicted in military courts to appeal. [BBC]

Pakistan: Supreme Court quashes treason

case against ARY News president

(xc/lm) Pakistan's Supreme Court has quashed a

sedition case against President of ARY News, Ammad

Yousaf. The case was registered in connection with an

interview aired on ARY News featuring former Prime

Minister's aide Shahbaz Gill. The court ruled that

politically motivated FIRs are being registered against

politicians, political workers, media persons, and

human rights activists, and this misuse of authority by

the state creates a sense of fear and insecurity in

society. [ARY News]

Pakistan: Police block pro-Palestine rally

outside US consulate in Karachi
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(lm) Pro-Palestinian protesters in Pakistan’s southern

port city Karachi were blocked by police and

paramilitary forces from marching towards the United

States Consulate during a rally organized by Majlis

Wahdat-e-Muslimeen, a conglomerate of several Shia

organizations. The rally, supported by the Pakistan

People's Party and Jamaat-e-Islami, one of Pakistan’s

largest religious parties, aimed to express solidarity

with Palestinians and condemn perceived Israeli

aggression in Gaza. [Anadolu Ajansı]

Since the start of the Israel-Hamas war, pro-Palestinian

protests have proliferated across Pakistan. Large rallies

held by Islamist parties and civil society have drawn

support from across the political spectrum. Some

protesters have taken a more hostile stance against

the West, while others have openly embraced Hamas,

including prominent political figures in Pakistan.

Further escalations in the war could intensify such

sentiment.

Pakistan: 70 PIA flights canceled as

Pakistan’s national flag carrier grapples

with fuel crisis

(mha) The Pakistan International Airlines (PIA),

Pakistan’s national flag carrier, has been hit by a severe

fuel shortage, causing the cancellation of 77 flights on

October 22. Pakistan State Oil (PSO) stopped supplying

fuel to PIA, citing unpaid dues as the reason for the

move. While domestic and international flights were

disrupted, PIA partially restored its flight operations

later. [DAWN]

This crisis comes at a time when the Pakistani

government is looking to expedite the privatization

process of PIA, which has been suffering significant

losses. The airline’s request for USD 76 million in

operational support was declined by the government,

prompting caretaker Prime Minister to initiate a

restructuring plan to stabilize the airline’s finances.

Sri Lanka: Constitution of ruling United

National Party altered 

(lf) The ruling United National Party (UNP) held a

convention on October 23 where changes were made

to the party’s constitution. Bring about a structural

reform of how the political organization operates.

According to the party leader and Sri Lanka’s current

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, powers within the
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party will be transferred from the Executive Committee

to the Working Committee, which will place the

authority of choosing who stands on a more

democratic level, as opposed to the top-down

approach which was adopted during the Rajapaksa

period of authority. 

In line with this change of powers, the number of

individuals within the Working Committee will be

decreased, in order to streamline the operations of the

group. A new committee, named the High Posts

Committee, was also created which will decide on

election and campaign tactics which UNP candidates

will use when running for office. 

President Wickremesinghe hailed the changes as

necessary to make the UNP a “digital political party”

which is more equipped for the politics of the twenty-

first century. He also hailed the upcoming youth wing

of the party, asserting “new leaders should be ready to

take over the party before long.” 

These changes come just in time for the 2024

Presidential elections, which are not scheduled to take

place until November of next year and could possibly

be delayed. However, the UNP hopes that these

changes will improve its campaign platform and offset

the negative perception that still lingers on the party

following the failures of former President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa and his cabinet. [Daily Mirror] [Refworld]

[Daily News]

Sri Lanka: Political parties fail to reach

agreement on potential amendments to

parliamentary electoral reforms

(lf) A meeting called by Sri Lankan Prime Minister

Dinesh Gunawardena on October 18 failed to find a

final decision reached on the topic of parliamentary

electoral reform. The meeting, which saw

representation from most of Sri Lanka’s major political

parties, was called by the prime minister to discuss

methods by which the nation’s democratic process can

be improved to better reflect the sensibilities and

desires of the country’s citizens. [Daily Mirror 1]

Although the prime minister’s own party, the Sri Lanka

People’s Front (SLPP), had managed to reach a

consensus on a number of tentative reforms with

some of its allied political parties, opposition

representatives remained unconvinced of the

proposals, and subsequently halted any decision being

reached. There was some initial confusion before the

meeting took place when Sajith Premasada, leader of
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the nation’s main opposition party Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), asserted his party would not attend

the gathering when he asserted his stance on the topic

being to “hold elections first and then we can go for

electoral reforms”. However, representatives would

ultimately be present, along with figures from the

Tamil Progressive Alliance and the All Ceylon Makkal

Congress (ACMC), who advocated against the

government’s proposed reforms. 

Following the meeting’s failure to produce a

consensus, President Ranil Wickremesinghe appointed

a nine-member commission to explore potential areas

of improvement within the parliamentary election

process and to make suggestions for how Sri Lanka’s

democracy can be improved.

Sri Lanka’s opposition parties have asserted that the

issue of electoral reforms being raised is a ploy by the

incumbent government to delay the approaching 2024

elections under the guise of making improvements to

the nation’s democracy. There is no official evidence

that this is the case, but in light of the nation’s ongoing

struggles with the economy, and the proposal for

greater autonomy for provincial councils through the

implementation of the proposed 13th constitutional

amendment being entertained, electoral reform is far

from the nation’s primary concern, making it an odd

topic to raise at such an important time for Sri Lanka’s

development. [Daily Mirror 2] [Sunday Times]

Sri Lanka: Attorney-General announces

amendments will be made to proposed

Online Safety Bill

(lf) The Sri Lankan government has caved to pressure

from civil society groups, international organisations

and opposition parties to introduce amendments to its

proposed “Online Safety Act”. The nation’s Attorney

General Sanjay Rajaratnam informed the Supreme

Court on October 18 that the government would be

taking action to change the bill’s original points to

address concerns. A number of legal challenges have

been put forward against the proposed legislation,

with the attorney general addressing one of these

challenges when he made his announcement [see AiR,

No. 39, September/2023, 4]. [Daily Mirror] [Newswire]

[The Island Online]

The Online Safety Bill is part of a pair of proposed

legislation, along with the “Anti-Terror Act”, which are

intended to keep the nation safe from threats of

terrorism and online misinformation. However, many

have expressed their concern of government
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overreach and the suppression of fundamental human

rights of speech and association under the terms of

the acts.

Sri Lanka: Bribery Commissions decides to

end legal action on money found in

President’s Residence during 2022

storming

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Bribery Commission, the nation’s

foremost authority on investigating corruption through

payoffs or other forms of financial reward, informed

the Colombo Fort Magistrate's Court on October 18

that it would no longer be investigating a sum of Rs.

17.85 million (USD 215,000) found in the Residence of

the President of Sri Lanka during the protests of July

2022.

The sum, which former President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa’s lawyers claimed belonged to him and

should be returned, raised alarms for many within Sri

Lankan civil society, who took the discovery as an

indication that the leader had been involved in money

laundering or bribery dealings. However, the Bribery

Commission announced that due to insufficient

evidence, they would be ceasing their investigation into

the matter. 

The former president had apparently contributed to

the investigation through an interview hosted on

February 6, where he maintained that the money

rightfully belonged to him. It is not known what

explanation he had given as to how he had acquired

the funds, Mr Rajapaksa did assert that he was unable

to take the money with him due to the decreasing

security situation around the residence, which would

eventually see protestors storm the building. 

The outcome of this case does not mean that Mr

Rajapaksa was innocent or clear from engaging in any

practises that could be called corrupt, but indicates

that there was a lack of tangible evidence to connect

the funds with any activity that could be considered

bribery. It is unknown what will become of the funds,

but Rajapaksa asserts they should be returned to him

to be distributed amongst Sri Lankan citizens whose

houses or properties were damaged during the

protests. [Daily Mirror] [Adaderana] [First Post]

Sri Lanka: MP suspended for four weeks

after touching parliamentary mace

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-pt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-pi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-pd/


(lf) Gampaha District MP Ajith Mannapperuma was

suspended from Parliament for our weeks during the

sitting day of October 19 for touching the Sri Lankan

Parliamentary mace during a heated protest during

question time. A controversy arose when the nation’s

Public Security Minister Tiran Alles announced that he

would table his answer to question asked of him,

instead of verbally read it out due to time constraints.

This caused an uproar within the chamber, as

opposition MPs from the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB)

party, including Mr Mannapperuma, asserted that their

right to have questions answered directly and out loud

were being violated. 

During the commotion, MP Mannapperuma was seen

touching the mace, but was unable to grab a hold of it

as it was being guarded by Sergeant-at-Arms Narendra

Fernando, whose job it is to see to the Mace’s handling.

The Parliamentary session was paused for ten minutes

following the ruckus, and upon returning the Speaker

of the House Mahinda Yapa Abyewardena announced

that Mr Mannapperuma would be suspended for four

weeks Section 77.III of the Standing Order, and that it

was unparliamentarily for any MP to touch the mace.

Mr Mannapperuma then left the Chamber willingly. 

The parliamentary mace is a symbol of the power that

the legislative body holds to pass bills to come into

effect. They are a common symbol of parliament’s

authority throughout the Commonwealth of Nations,

and any attempt to touch them is often associated with

a questioning of the institutions authority to govern for

the nation. it is unclear whether Mr Mannapperuma’s

touching of the Sri Lankan mace was a purposeful

protest, or an accident amongst the uproar on the

floor of the nation’s parliament. If the ban came into

effect the moment the Speaker requested Mr

Mannapperuma leave, then he will be admitted back

into the Parliament on November 16. [Daily Mirror]

[The Island Online] [Colombo Gazette]
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Brunei: Religious subjects to be integrated

into general education system

(dql) The Ministry of Education has announced that,

starting November 1, religious subjects will be

integrated into Brunei’s general education system and

to be taught in government and private primary

schools including international schools. 

Currently, religious subjects are normally taught in

religious schools.

This change will affect only students who are studying

at the pre-school level to Year 3 in religious schools,

after which they will continue their religious education

in their respective primary schools.

Meanwhile,yYear 4 to Year 6 religious school students

will continue their learning as usual in their respective

religious schools. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Voter's registration open for

Senate election

(pm) The registration of voters for the 5th Senate

Election started on October 18 and will run until

November 6.  

Commune council members and lawmakers are also

eligible to vote. Eight designated zones will be

comprised of a total of 58 out of 62 seats.

With regards to the remaining four seats, King

Norodom Sihamoni will appoint two senators while the

National Assembly (NA) will elect two through a

majority vote. [Phnom Penh Post]

The Senate is elected every six years and is “a body

that has legislative power and performs its duties as

determined in the constitution and law,” according to
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article 99 of the Cambodian Constitution as amended

1999.

Cambodia: Vice-President of Candlelight

Party imprisoned for three years

(pm) Thach Setha, Vice-President of Cambodia’s main

opposition Candlelight Party (CP), has been sentenced

to three years imprisonment after he was found being

guilty of inciting members of the former Cambodia

National Rescue Party (CNRP) to overthrow the

government and discriminate against leaders of the

the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) earlier this

year.

Setha’s lawyer criticized the verdict as unfair due to the

lack of sufficient enough evidence to charge him and

called the case politically motivated. [Khmer Times]

This follows a September verdict against him in which

he was sentenced to 18 months in prison for issuing

worthless checks four years ago [see AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]

Cambodia: Law on the Press to be revised

(pm) Cambodia’s Press Law is to be amended and the

number of journalists who infringed the journalistic

code of ethics will be scrutinized by the Ministry of

Information, as announced by Information Minister

Neth Pheaktra.

The announcement was made during a meeting held

to review the General Department of Information and

Broadcasting of the Ministry of Information’s progress

and work direction where Pheaktra accused many

online journalists of not adhering to the “proper

standards,” and of spreading “misleading and fake

information.” [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Party application canceled

twice by the Cambodian government,

without any reason

(pm) The Ministry of Interior rejected on October 6 the

application of a group of 80 students and intellectuals

to form a political party, without giving any reason.
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It was already the second time the application was

turned down, after the first time in September when

the ministry argued that the founder’s signature was

missing in the application document.

Critics see the ministry’s rejections as latest move of

the ruling Cambodian People’s Party to eliminate

political rivals. [RFA]

Cambodia: Ministry plans to strengthen

judiciary with a 10-year plan

(pm) In a bid to make the judiciary system stronger and

boost the effectiveness of law, the Ministry of Justice is

working on a 10-year plan that includes eight priority

tasks and three other important campaigns, initiated

by Prime Minister Hun Manet.

Among the eight priority tasks are “expediting

resolution of cases, promotion of the effectiveness of

settling disputes outside the court system, monitoring

and resolving irregularities in the courts, promoting

capacity and quality of human resources (court

officials) in the justice system; promotion of laws in

society, provision of legal services, building and

modernizing the laws and inaugurating specialized

courts in Cambodia.” [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Presidential candidates submit

election registration

(ss) The General Elections Commission (KPU) in Jakarta

has received the presidential and vice-presidential

registration files of Anies Baswedan and Muhaimin

Iskandar for the 2024 election.

Presidential candidate Ganjar Pranowo, nominated by

the ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle

(PDI-P), and his running mate Mohammad Mahfud also

officially registered their candidacy [Antara News]

[Jakarta Globe]

Their registrations mark the commencement of

Indonesia’s election year 2024 that will see

simultaneous elections for the president, governors,

mayors, regents, and legislative members at all levels.

Meanwhile, presidential candidate and Indonesian

Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto has announced

that he has picked Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest

son of President Joko Widodo and mayor of the city of
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Surakarta, as his running mate in next year’s election.

[Al Jazeera]

The announcement was made after the Constitutional

Court dismissed a petition that sought to block

presidential candidates who are over 70 or implicated

in human rights abuses.

72-year-old Prabowo, a former special force general, is

accused by rights activist of torture and

disappearances during the final years of the

dictatorship of General Suharto, who had rule

Indonesia for more than three decades until his

resignation in 1998. [AP]

In an earlier decision last week, the Constitutional

Court rejected a petition to lower the minimum age for

presidential and vice-presidential candidates from 40

years to 35 years. However, it also amended the

country’s election law to permit exceptions for

candidates who have served as members of legislative

councils or regional heads at the provincial or city level,

regardless of their age.

The ruling sparked fierce criticism among critics of

President Jokowi as it opened the door for his Gibran

Rakabuming Raka to run for vice-presidency in the

presidential elections, triggering allegations that the

President is attempting to retain his influence in

politics or to establish a political dynasty by promoting

family members and loyalists to government positions

[see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3]

Indonesia: Former Papua Governor

sentenced to jail

(ss) Former Governor of Papua, Lukas Enembe, was

found guilty of accepting nearly USD 3 million in bribes

from private companies in return for contracts with the

Papua government during his tenure.

He was also penalized Rp 500 million and ordered to

return USD 1.2 million in embezzled state funds.

Failure to pay the fine will result in another two years

in prison. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Alert status for two weeks

announced for Bali

(ss) In response to recent fire and arid conditions, Bali's

acting governor, Sang Made Mahendra Jaya, has issued

a 14-day alert status.
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The administration of Bali is working to extinguish fires

and distribute aid to regions with pure water

shortages. Rentin, the head of the Bali Disaster

Mitigation Agency, requested additional resources and

assistance in the application of weather modification

technology to produce artificial rain in Bali.

Suharyanto, the head of the National Disaster

Mitigation Agency, vowed to deploy the aviation fleet

for weather modification. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Seven goldminers killed by

separatist group

(ss/dql) The separatist West Papua National Liberation

Army Police has confirmed seven goldminers were

killed by its fighters in a remote district of Indonesia’s

Papua region, claiming that they were informants for

the Indonesian security force.

The rebels belong to a faction led by Egianus Kogoya

that has been taking a New Zealand pilot hostage since

February in Papua’s Nduga regency. [Benar News]

In a separate development, a Papuan separatist group

launched an attack on 23 workers involved in a medical

center project in the Puncak district of Central Paua.

One of them was killed, two injured. [Antara News]

Laos: Financial support for SMEs

(dql) In a bid to mitigate the impact of the Covid-19

pandemic, the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)

Promotion Fund of the Lao government has injected

more than USD 7.3 million financing for SMEs through

commercial banks.

On October 20, agreements on the provision of

financing in the form of long-term low-interest loans

were concluded between the SMEs Promotion Fund

and six commercial banks. [The Star]

Malaysia: USD 400 incentive to civil

servants a recognition of their service,

says Prime Minister Anwar

(mw) An early USD 400 incentive payment offered to all

civil servants in Malaysia is seen as fair and just by

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim. He argued that civil
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servants have been waiting for a revised remuneration

scheme for over a decade, making this amount

relatively small considering their responsibilities and

the lack of salary reviews in the past decade. Anwar

explained that due to political uncertainties in the

country, the study to revise the remuneration scheme

could only be initiated this year and would take some

time to complete. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar warns

GLCs not to betray trust of indigenous

Malaysians

(mw) Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has

issued a stern reminder to government-linked

companies (GLCs) entrusted with safeguarding the

interests of Bumiputera (indigenous Malaysians) not to

betray the trust placed in them. He cited previous

experiences where additional funds had to be injected

into such companies to protect Bumiputera equity

ownership due to mismanagement and weak

governance. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government mulls providing

subsidies through cash transfer,

according to prime minister

(mw) The Malaysian government, under the leadership

of Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, is

considering the implementation of cash transfer

subsidies to prevent leakage. Anwar emphasized that

cash transfers should be targeted for specific subsidies

rather than applied broadly.

This approach is being explored in various contexts,

and further details will be announced later. Anwar's

response came in reply to a question from Paya Besar

MP Datuk Mohd Shahar Abdullah, who inquired about

the government's plans to provide subsidies directly to

the people through cash transfers to reduce leakage.

Anwar clarified that targeted subsidies would not

affect foreign workers coming to Malaysia, as the

government's subsidy policy is designed to provide

reasonable and fair assistance to all, including non-

citizens. [Selangor Journal]

Malaysia: Proper governance more

important than new taxes, says Prime
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Minister Anwar

(mw) Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who

also holds the position of Finance Minister, has

acknowledged that discussions on Value Added Tax

(VAT) and Goods and Services Tax (GST) are relevant.

However, he has emphasized that Malaysia has

inherited significant governance challenges, including

endemic corruption and fiscal deficits that need to be

addressed first. [The Star]

One of the policies aimed at addressing leakages is the

implementation of targeted subsidies. Anwar

mentioned the importance of policy clarity, such as the

New Industrial Master Plan (NIMP) 2030, National

Energy Transition Roadmap (NETR), and the Mid-Term

Review (MTR) of the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP). He also

stressed the importance of political stability to enable

the government to undertake radical policies and

economic reforms.

Regarding the taxation of sugary products, including

drinks, Anwar proposed that the taxes collected be

specifically allocated for the medical treatment of

diabetes and sugar-related diseases, rather than going

to the Treasury.

Malaysia: Lawyers urge government to

intervene in plight of four siblings denied

citizenship

(mw) A rights group, Lawyers for Liberty (LFL), is urging

the Malaysian government under Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim to intervene in the case of four siblings

who have been denied Malaysian citizenship despite

meeting constitutional provisions. [Malaysia Now]

All four siblings were born in Malaysia to a Malaysian

father and an Indonesian mother whose marriage was

solemnized in both Indonesia and Malaysia in 1998,

before the children were born. According to LFL, they

are entitled to citizenship under several provisions of

the constitution.

As a result of being stateless, the siblings face

difficulties in accessing public education, healthcare

facilities, employment opportunities, and even basic

activities like opening a bank account or obtaining a

driver's license. LFL called on the Home Minister and

the Education Minister to urgently intervene in their

case.
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Malaysia: Social welfare department

proposes mandatory screening for

childcare workers, daycare operators

(mw/lm) The Social Welfare Department (JKM) in

Malaysia is considering making it mandatory for

candidates wishing to work in childcare centers to

undergo security screening as part of efforts to reduce

child abuse cases. Women, Family, and Community

Development Minister Nancy Shukri announced this

initiative and stated that daycare operators and

candidates would also be required to undergo

psychometric tests, including mental health and career

interest assessments, to ensure they are capable of

managing children. [New Straits Times]

Additionally, Nancy outlined several other measures to

reduce child abuse cases in the country. The Children

Development Department of JKM plans to reorganize

the placement of enforcement officers in each district

to focus on monitoring enforcement tasks in childcare

and daycare centers. They will also tighten guidelines

for the installation of closed-circuit television cameras

(CCTV) in these centers to ensure there are no blind

spots in the coverage, except for private areas like

toilets or changing rooms.

Nancy acknowledged that a different approach is

needed to tackle child abuse cases that occur within

families since the ministry has limited jurisdiction in

such cases. For family-based care, the ministry

prioritizes all forms of family-based care and only turns

to institutional centers as a last resort. The ministry is

also working on improving the criteria for caregivers

involved in family-based care to reduce the risk of child

abuse cases.

Malaysia: Delaying anti-smoking bill will

only do more harm, says Malaysian Youth

Council

(mw) The postponement of the tabling of the Control

of Smoking Product for Public Health Bill in Malaysia

has drawn criticism from the Malaysian Youth Council

(MYC), the national umbrella body of youth

organizations in the country. MYC expresses concern

that delaying the bill's approval may lead to a further

increase in the number of young people using smoking

and vaping products.

The National Health and Morbidity Survey MYC

highlighted the increase in teenage vape users from

nine-point eight percent in the last seven years to
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fourteen-point nine from last year, as reported by the

National Health and Morbidity Survey.

They stressed that postponing the bill's approval could

allow the tobacco industry to continue promoting and

selling these products, attracting more young people

to develop smoking habits. MYC urged the government

to support the bill to address smoking-related issues,

especially among young people. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Journalist Kean Wong arrested

for editing banned book

(mw/lm) Australian-based journalist Kean Wong, who is

a Malaysian citizen and a permanent resident of

Australia, was briefly detained and is being

investigated for editing a book which was banned by

the Malaysian government in July 2020. The

government had deemed the book potentially

prejudicial to public order, security, and national

interest. [The Guardian]

Human rights organizations, including Article 19 and

Amnesty International Malaysia, have criticized Wong's

arrest and called for the repeal of sedition laws in

Malaysia. They argue that these laws are used to

suppress free speech and criticism.

Malaysia: Residents live in fear of eviction

as East Coast Rail Link project builds in

Gombak neighborhood

(mw) Residents in Gombak, a district in Malaysia’s state

of Selangor, are facing the threat of eviction as

construction for the East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) project

intensifies in the area, six years after the project was

initially announced in 2017. The residents are

expressing frustration as they have not received clear

explanations from state authorities about the

situation, even though assessors have begun their

work [Malaysia Now]

The ECRL project, which spans over 600 kilometers and

was initiated during the previous Barisan Nasional

administration, has sparked similar controversies in

other areas as well, with residents facing

encroachments by contractors and construction

workers.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-cj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-ci/


Myanmar: Authorities to mandate

presentation of tax payment evidence for

passport renewal

(sai) Myanmar’s passport-issuing offices now require

tax clearance certificates for passport renewals of

citizens earning income abroad, impacting expatriate

workers and seafarers.

The measure comes amid the junta's urgent need for

foreign currency due to international sanctions and the

withdrawal of foreign businesses.

The amendments to the Union Tax Law of 2023 have

eliminated the income tax exemption for migrant

workers overseas, making it compulsory for workers to

pay taxes on foreign earnings. Failure to provide a tax

clearance certificate may result in punitive measures,

such as passport revocation and foreign travel bans.

This move has significant implications for the more

than 1.7 million Myanmar workers in Thailand,

affecting their finances and travel options. [Myanmar

Now]

Myanmar: Reprisals targeting political

prisoners

(sk) Inmates who staged a hunger strike in Monywa

Prison, Sagaing Region, are now seeing their sentences

extended, according to the Monywa People’s Strike

Committee.

The strike was called off after negotiations with

authorities, but participants are reportedly facing

added punitive measures, including charges of rioting.

The harsh actions are seen as excessive, indicating the

challenges faced by political prisoners in Myanmar.

The junta's continued arrests and detentions persist,

with nearly 19,600 people in custody as of October 19,

2023, of whom only 7,799 have been tried and

sentenced. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Chaung-U protest leader

sentenced to additional 11 years on

terrorism charges

(sk) Man Zar Myay Mon, a protest leader in Sagaing

Region's Chaung-U Township, has been sentenced to

an additional 11 years in prison on terrorism charges.
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This comes in addition to a previous 10-year sentence

for violations of Section 505 of the Penal Code.

He is also facing prosecution for his involvement in a

hunger strike by political prisoners at Monywa Prison

in September.

Man Zar Myay Mon, a member of the National League

for Democracy (NLD) youth chapter, was shot and

subjected to harsh interrogation in 2021. He faced

brutality during student-led protests in 2015 and

attempted to run in the 2020 general election. He has a

background in journalism and is affiliated with

transparency initiatives. [Myanmar Now]

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s junta handed down life

sentences to six men, found guilty of acts of terrorism.

[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Fugitives trigger search

operation near Naypyitaw after escaping

labor camp

(sai) Seven inmates fled from Kin Thar (2) labor camp

near Naypyitaw. The camp, situated in Tatkon

Township, is near military facilities.

Police are searching for the escapees, who range in

age from 20 to 35 and have three to six years

remaining on sentences for various offenses. Over 60

junta personnel are involved in the search.

The camp, notorious for human rights abuses, has had

prisoners perform difficult and hazardous labor, even

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Some inmates at these

camps include political opponents transferred there

since the military's takeover in February 2021.

[Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Cyber scams thrive with local

authorities' complicity

(sai) In Myanmar, young citizens, often left without

access to education or employment due to the 2021

military coup, are being coerced into online scams,

gambling, and pornography by Chinese criminal gangs.

A report by the Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF)

titled “Trapped In Hell" exposes this trend. Victims are

subjected to trafficking, enslavement, and abuse, with

some forced into cyber scams, while others are
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compelled to provide sexual services or participate in

pornography.

Collusion with local authorities and militia groups is a

major concern, suggesting complicity. Credible sources

estimate that around 120,000 people in Myanmar are

trapped in forced online scam operations, surpassing

Cambodia as a hotspot for this exploitative industry.

The ongoing conflict in Myanmar complicates rescue

efforts. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Military camps in Kachin and

Shan seized by Kachin Liberation Army

(wn) The Kachin Liberation Army (KIA) has claimed that

it has seized two military council camps in Kachin and

Shan states. In response, the military council army has

resorted to using airstrikes to regain control of the

camps.

The seizure came amid intense fighting Kachin State

between the Kachin Liberation Army (KIA) and the

Military Council Army.  [RFA Burmese]

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr.

reverses suspension of sovereign wealth

fund’s implementation

(lb/lm) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. On

October 19 expressed his commitment to pushing

through the country's first sovereign wealth fund, the

Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF), by the end of the

year. Marcos clarified that the establishment of the

sovereign wealth fund is still advancing as planned,

with the government solely focused on making

improvements to its organizational structure. [South

China Morning Post]

The president’s clarification came after a

memorandum signed by his executive secretary Lucas

Bersamin released on the previous day showed

Marcos Jr. had suspended the implementation of the

law he signed in July “pending further study”.

Meanwhile, the government is gearing up to defend

the legality of the MIF before the Supreme Court. The

apex court had previously ordered the executive and

legislative branches to respond to a petition filed by

Senator Koko Pimentel and three former Bayan Muna

legislators, who are requesting the high tribunal to

declare MIF unconstitutional. [Inquirer]
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The MIF is the Philippines' first sovereign wealth fund

initiated by President Marcos Jr. The fund aims to

encourage investment in infrastructure projects,

requiring substantial capital. Despite initial political

backlash and concerns about corruption risks and the

fiscal deficit, the bill advocating for the MIF passed in

December 2022 and was signed into law by President

Marcos in July 2023.

The Philippines: Stop the threats, House

party chiefs tell former President Duterte

(lm) Leaders from the major political blocs in the

Philippine House of Representatives have issued a joint

statement condemning former President Rodrigo

Duterte for his recent remarks maligning Congress and

making threats against a lawmaker. [Inquirer]

On October 17, Duterte slammed Congress as the

“most rotten institution” for its supposed pork barrel

funds — just hours after his daughter, Vice President

Sara Duterte, had lost nearly USD 11.5 million in

confidential and intelligence funds (CIFs) for the Office

of the Vice President and the Department of Education

next year.

In his remarks, Duterte also accused Speaker Martin

Romualdez of orchestrating attacks against his

daughter and said the House chief was planning to run

for president. However, one of the most concerning

aspects of Duterte's comments was his threat to kill a

lawmaker from the Makabayan bloc, a left-wing

coalition of twelve party-lists in the House of

Representatives. The MP, France Castro, had been

vocal in opposing CIFs for civilian government agencies

which had no peace and order, and national security

and defense mandates.

During the budget deliberations that took place in

August, lawmakers from the opposition raised

questions about the CIFs requested by civilian

agencies, most notably the Department of Education

[see AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]. At that time, Vice

President Duterte initially expressed that her office

could manage without CIFs. However, she later

criticized those who opposed CIFs, labeling them as

"enemies of the state."

Currently, congressional sessions are on hold, and they

are set to resume next month. The decision to restore

Vice President Duterte's CIF request will ultimately lie

with the Senate and the bicameral committee of both

Houses of Congress. [The Diplomat]
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The Philippines: House bloc affirms

support for Romualdez's leadership

(lb) The Party-list Coalition Foundation Inc. (PCFI) has

affirmed its support for Speaker Martin Romualdez in

the Philippine House of Representatives. This comes

after the House realigned PHP1.23 billion in

confidential funds in the proposed 2024 national

budget to agencies responsible for protecting the

country's territorial rights in the West Philippine Sea.

The PCFI commended Speaker Romualdez's leadership

and dedication to defending and elevating the House

of Representatives. The House bloc also expressed its

appreciation for his efforts in ensuring the rightful

representation of lawmakers and the House's high

approval ratings. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Drag artist arrested over

controversial performance

(lb/lm) In recent events, a Philippine drag artist, Pura

Luka Vega, faced arrest due to a contentious

performance where they portrayed Jesus Christ singing

a rock rendition of the Lord's Prayer. This performance

gained widespread attention and triggered complaints

from various Catholic groups across the Philippines.

Consequently, Vega was apprehended under Article

201 of the Philippine Revised Penal Code, a law that

prohibits "immoral doctrines, obscene publications

and exhibitions, and indecent shows," encompassing

performances perceived as offensive to religious

beliefs. Additionally, multiple venues canceled Vega's

scheduled shows, and certain cities even labeled them

as "persona non grata." [The Diplomat]

In response to Vega's arrest, the LGBTQ community in

the Philippines rallied to support them. They have

been advocating for Pagente's release and rallying for

artistic freedom, citing the need for legal reform to

protect freedom of speech and artistic expression in

the Philippines.

The Philippines: Military to recruit 'cyber

warriors' for online defence

(lb) The Philippine military is taking steps to enhance

its cyber defense capabilities by creating a cyber

command and relaxing recruitment rules to attract

cyber experts. General Romeo Brawner, the head of
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the armed forces, highlighted the need for a new

generation of "cyber warriors" and acknowledged that

these individuals don't need to be physically strong.

[Reuters]

Additionally, the military is discontinuing the practice

of allowing telecommunication companies to build cell

towers on military camps and is seeking radar

equipment from Japan to enhance surveillance of

territorial waters and the exclusive economic zone as

part of its modernization efforts.

Singapore: Be willing to reimagine policies

and how they are delivered, Deputy Prime

Minister Heng tells public servants

(lb) Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat

has emphasized the need for public servants to be

willing to rethink government policies and their

implementation rather than solely streamlining

existing ones. Speaking at the Annual Public Service

Leadership Ceremony, Heng urged public servants to

have a strong sense of the ground, coupled with

empathy and a willingness to adopt different

approaches if necessary to make a positive impact on

Singaporeans' lives. [The Straits Times]

Heng cited examples of innovative policy changes,

such as the ComLink family coaches coordinating

support for low-income families and automated lanes

at checkpoints to clear immigration without a passport.

He also stressed the importance of good governance,

leadership, and engagement with citizens to build trust

and a shared sense of purpose with political

leadership.

Singapore: Deepens Commitment to a

Secure Cyberspace Through Capacity

Building

(lb) Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat's

announcement at the Singapore International Cyber

Week (SICW) 2023 regarding the launch of the SG

Cyber Leadership and Alumni Programme reflects

Singapore's strategic push to bolster its political

influence and leadership in the cybersecurity sphere.

The program, offering training courses at various

levels, underscores Singapore's commitment to

becoming a thought leader and shaping international

cyber norms. By extending its funding for cyber

capacity building, Singapore aims to solidify its
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reputation as a regional cybersecurity powerhouse and

create a global cyber community. This initiative, along

with the ASEAN Cyber Capacity Programme (ACCP) and

the ASEAN-Singapore Cybersecurity Centre of

Excellence (ASCCE), exemplifies Singapore's dedication

to playing a prominent role in the evolving landscape

of global cybersecurity. [CSA]

Singapore: Over USD 1.1 million spent by

presidential election candidates on

campaigns

(lb/lm) The election expenses of the three candidates

in the 2023 presidential election in Singapore have

been disclosed, with a total expenditure of more than

USD 1.1 million during the nine-day campaign period.

Notably, for the first time, the election expense returns

and declarations submitted by candidates are

accessible for online inspection. The inspection period

will last for six months, ending on April 19, 2024.

The 2023 presidential election featured three

candidates: President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Ng

Kok Song, and Tan Kin Lian. Each candidate was

allowed to spend up to USD 812,822.10 in election

expenses, as mandated by the Presidential Elections

Act, which sets a maximum of USD 600,000 or 30 cents

per registered voter, whichever is greater. [The Straits

Times 1]

President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, who won the

election, spent the most at USD 738,717, with a

significant portion going into non-online election

advertising, including posters, flyers, and banners.

Former GIC investment chief Ng Kok Song, who

focused on online and social media, spent USD

280,800 on online advertising and USD 1,059 on non-

online ads. Former NTUC Income chief Tan Kin Lian

had a total campaign expenditure of USD 71,366, with

the majority allocated for non-online ads. [The Straits

Times 2]

Thailand: Main opposition Move Forward

Party to renew charter change bid

(ak/lm) The Move Forward Party (MFP), Thailand's main

opposition party, is determined to push for a renewed

charter amendment through a motion in Parliament

on October 25. This motion has raised concerns

among lawmakers due to its potential to bring about

significant changes. [Bangkok Post]
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The proposed amendments focus on the first and

second chapters of the constitution, which pertain to

Thailand's democratic regime and the powers of the

monarchy, respectively. The government is willing to

consider the MFP's proposal, but it opposes

amendments to these chapters.

The government has suggested a faster alternative to

the MFP's motion, advocating for a referendum

instead. The referendum process, according to the

government, would be quicker than the parliamentary

approval process required for the MFP's motion.

In related developments, two sub-panels have been

established by the government committee studying

the proposed constitutional amendments. Their

mandate is to measure public sentiment on the

proposed changes and devise a blueprint for a

potential referendum. Following the completion of

their work, a draft referendum will be put forward to

the Cabinet for approval. Once approved, it will be

handed over to the Election Commission for execution.

[The Thaiger]

Thailand: Prime minister denies digital

wallet scheme rumors amidst calls for

oversight

(ak/ws) Following the introduction of the digital wallet

scheme, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin addressed

rumors about his companies' involvement and refuted

claims of excessive app development costs.

Meanwhile, Thai Pakdee chairman Warong

Dechgitvigrom has petitioned the Ombudsman to

oversee the scheme due to concerns about potential

financial system repercussions.

Despite facing objections, Prime Minister Srettha is

determined to implement the 10,000-baht digital

wallet scheme. He clarified that his businesses,

including Sansiri and XSpring Capital, have no role in

developing the money distribution application.

Furthermore, he disputed the widely circulated media

reports suggesting that the app's development cost

would reach as high as THB 12 billion. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, Thai Pakdee chairman Warong and the

party have asked the Ombudsman to request the

Administrative Court to suspend the government’s

digital money handout over the concern that the

handout is likely to impact the financial system. The

petition included the court should thoroughly consider

the scheme and to consider the irreversible impact on

the monetary and financial systems. He further
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comments that following 99 economists and former

governors of Bank of Thailand had signed their name

tin opposition to the digital handout, his party asked to

consider the long-term impact of the scheme towards

the national economy and the public. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Senator wants government to

speed up amnesty for all political

protesters

(lm) On October 24, Thai Senator Wanchai Sornsiri

urged the Pheu Thai-led government to promptly

introduce a legislative proposal granting amnesty to

demonstrators from various political backgrounds. He

emphasized the need to take action to bring an end to

political polarization. [Bangkok Post]

The main opposition Move Forward Party had already

submitted its own amnesty bill to the lower house of

Parliament earlier this month. This proposed

legislation would cover individuals involved in political

protests dating back to February 11, 2006, up until the

date when the law comes into effect.

Senator Wanchai's call comes in the wake of a recent

Bankruptcy Court decision, which could lead to 11

royalist protesters facing absolute receivership due to

their participation in protests that resulted in the

closure of Bangkok's two airports.

Thailand: Former Prime Minister Thaksin

has second surgery in weeks; ethics probe

of doctors demanded

(lm) Former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,

who is currently jailed on graft and abuse of power

charges, has undergone a second orthopedic surgery

in just a few weeks. [The Straits Times 1]

Thaksin, who returned to Thailand in August after 15

years of self-exile, was immediately incarcerated upon

his arrival. However, his deteriorating health led to his

transfer to a police hospital shortly after his

imprisonment. Reports in local media had indicated

that the former leader had been experiencing chest

tightness and high blood pressure, and more recently

a photo was published showing him being transported

in a bed for medical scans.

In light of this, the Department of Corrections

approved Thaksin’s extension of his stay outside of
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prison after the initial 60-day period had expired on

October 22. The Department of Corrections, along with

medical recommendations and supporting evidence,

has forwarded the request for the extension of

Thaksin's hospital stay to the Permanent Secretary of

the Justice Ministry for final approval. [The Straits

Times 2]

Against this backdrop, political activist Srisuwan Janya

has petitioned the Medical Council of Thailand to

launch an ethics investigation into the Police General

Hospital doctor who is responsible for Thaksin, arguing

that the decision by the Department of Corrections to

approve the former premier’s stay extension was

suspicious. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: MRTA to delay electric tram

projects in four provinces

(bk) The Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand

(MRTA) is considering delaying four electric tram

projects in provinces like Phuket, Chiang Mai, Nakhon

Ratchasima, and Phitsanulok to avoid traffic

disruptions caused by overlapping road construction.

[The Nation] [MRTA]

Thailand: Seniormost Muslim cleric dies

day after brother murdered

(lm) Thailand’s seniormost Muslim cleric, Aziz

Phithakkumpol, passed away on October 22, one day

after his younger brother, Loh Phithakkumpol, was

stabbed to death by a local resident who appeared to

be under the influence of narcotics. [Thai PBS World]

[Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Sixth session of 15th-tenure

National Assembly opens

(km/lm) Vietnam’s 15th-tenure National Assembly (NA)

began its sixth session in Hanoi on October 23.

[VietnamPlus]

During this sixth session, the legislator is set to

consider and vote on nine draft laws and one draft

resolution, as well as eight other draft laws. It will

address several important socio-economic issues,

including the results of socio-economic development

and state budget plans for 2023, as well as plans for
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2024. Additionally, it will review mid-term reports on

various aspects, such as socio-economic development,

public investment, national finance, and public debt for

the period of 2021-2025.

The NA will also examine reports on judicial affairs and

the government's efforts in preventing and controlling

corruption, crimes, and law violations in 2023.

Question-and-answer sessions will be held to hold

Government members and sector leaders accountable

for implementing resolutions from the 14th and 15th-

tenure NAs.

Specialized supervision will focus on the

implementation of NA resolutions related to national

target programs, including new-style rural area

development (2021 - 2025), sustainable poverty

reduction (2021 - 2025), and socio-economic

development in ethnic minority and mountainous

areas (2021 - 2030).

Furthermore, decisions will be made regarding

adjustments to certain aspects of the NA's Resolution

No. 53/2017/QH14 concerning the Long Thanh

International Airport project. The session will also

discuss the NA Standing Committee's report on

handling voters' opinions, citizen reception results, and

the handling of citizens' letters, complaints, and

denunciations in the current year.

Notably, a vote of confidence will be conducted for

officials holding positions elected or approved by the

National Assembly.
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China holds third Belt and Road Forum

(ms) On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the

Belt and Road Initiative, the third Belt and Road Forum

for International Cooperation (BRF) took place from

October 17 to 18 in China’s capital Beijing. The forum

did not only serve to present Xi's vision of future

development of the global order in the light and course

of his prestigious project, but signal not least by the

presence of Russian President Vladimir Putin as guest

of honor the growing division of the world.

EU's absence

Apart from the content presented in speeches and the

multitude of bilateral meetings, the list of participants

was indicative of divisive nature of the BRI and China’s

ambitions behind. A total of 24 heads of state and a

total of over 130 countries were represented. The 24

heads of state present were mainly from Latin

America, Asia and Africa, while from the European

Union (EU) only Hungary’s President Victor Orban was

present. The heads of state and governments of the

other EU countries with membership in the BRI,

namely Italy, Greece, Austria, the Czech Republic, and

Portugal, refrained from participating in contrast to the

last forum in 2019, and instead sent delegations or

stayed away from the forum.

Serbia, as a European country which is not a member

of the EU, was the only European country besides

Hungary represented by head of state, President

Aleksandar Vucic. Serbia, an EU member candidate,

has continued to exploit its ties with China and Russia

to increase its bargaining position vis-à-vis the West.

Despite this ambivalent foreign policy, Serbia is still

considered by many politicians in the EU and NATO as

a very important partner in keeping stability in the

Balkan region.

In their meeting on the sidelines of the forum, Xi and

Vucic reaffirmed the importance of cooperation and

presided over the signing cooperation agreements,

including free trade agreement, which will cover

several thousand different products of the two

countries. [FMPRC 2] [Xinhua]

This absence from almost all EU leaders is indicative of

the ongoing strained relations between China and the

EU.

Russia

Meanwhile, red carpet was laid out for the guest of

honor, Russian President Vladimir Putin, despite the
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fact that Russia is not an official member of the BRI,

even though it has participated in previous forums.

The visit to China was Putin’s second trip abroad after

an arrest warrant was issued against him by the

International Criminal Court (ICC) in March.  

The special status that Russia and especially Putin had

during the forum was a show close Sino-Russian

relation. Not only was Putin often seen directly at Xi’s

side, but he was also the first of only a handful of

guests allowed to give a speech during the opening

ceremony after Xi.

Addressing the forum and at other occasions during

the forum, Putin acknowledged the bilateral

relationship between the two countries and praised

both China’s success and the BRI's achievements. In

addition, the two leaders are said to have had a three-

hour conversation during which they discussed, among

other things, Russia’s war of aggression against

Ukraine and the conflict following Hamas’s terrorist

attack on Israel, in which both countries called for a

cease-fire.

China has remained Russia’s most important partner

since the beginning of Russia’s aggression against

Ukraine. In economic terms alone, the volume of trade

between the two countries increased by 30 percent in

the first half of the year, making it a fundamental part

of Russia’s economic well-being. As a result, several

Chinese companies have already been sanctioned by

the U.S. on suspicion of helping Russia evade Western

sanctions or supplying it with militarily relevant

materials, as recently happened in the beginning of

October [see AiR No. 41, October/2023, 2]. [Associated

Press] [CNN] [The Guardian]

In addition to close exchanges with Xi, Putin also met

Orban. To the displeasure of both the EU and NATO,

Orban acknowledged bilateral relations with Russia

and thus continued his Russia course, during which

Hungary repeatedly opposed planned EU sanctions

against Russia and even intensified economic relations

with Russia in 2022. Putin shared the friendship pledge

and stressed Hungary’s importance for Russia. [Kremil

1] [Reuters]

Xi’s BRI vision for the next decade

In his opening speech, Xi, referring to the idea of

community with a shared future for humankind,

emphasized that “China can only do well when the

world is doing well and [w]hen China does well, the

world will get even better,” and Xi promised to “work

with all parties involved to deepen Belt and Road

partnerships, usher this cooperation into a new stage
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of high-quality development and make relentless

efforts to achieve modernization for all countries." To

achieve this goal, the Chinese government will provide

USD 100 billion in new financial resources. [Associated

Press] [VOA News]

About USD 48 billion will be provided by two Chinese

development banks and another USD 11 billion will be

invested in the Silk Road Fund, described by Xi as part

of eight “major steps” China will take to support high-

quality development.

The first of these points aims to create a

multidimensional Belt and Road connectivity network.

The specific focus here is on the expansion of the

logistics corridor between Asia and Europe. Above all,

rail is to play an important role in this. In addition to

the expansion of the China-Europe Railway Express,

the construction of new rail projects will also play an

important role.

Guest of honor Russia in particular is planning to play

an important role here alongside China. The two

countries are working together with Mongolia and port

cities on the Indian and Pacific Oceans on a new rail

system starting in Siberia. This comes in the wake of

Putin’s announcement during his speech in which he

offered his partners to use the Northern Sea Route,

which will be open to ice-class vessels year-round

starting next year, opening up a crucial new trade

route for China and its neighboring countries. [CNBC]

[Kremil 2]

Xi also emphasized the importance of the interplay

between rail and sea routes during his speech,

stressing that under the Air Silk Road, air transport will

have a more important role in the BRI in the future.

In addition, Xi promised the creation of “silk road e-

commerce zones” with more free trade agreements

and investment protection.

Furthermore, China will take steps to promote green

development and the joint achievement of scientific

and technological innovation. China has particularly

emphasized the importance of artificial intelligence by

introducing the Global Initiative for Artificial

Intelligence Governance.

Additionally, promoting people-to-people exchange

and greater institutionalization of BRI will be important

to China's efforts, according to Xi. [BRF]

A point that was somewhat underestimated in the

public attention is step seven, the "promotion of

integrity-based Belt and Road Cooperation." During the
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forum, a session on the "integrity-based silk road"

previously also known as "clean silk road" was held,

attended by a large number of countries but also by

representatives of the World Bank, the Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), the New

Development Bank (NDB), the development bank

established by the BRICS countries as well as

representatives of China's anti-corruption bodies the

Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI)

and the National Commission of Supervision and

Director General of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC).

The purpose of this meeting was to further strengthen

anti-corruption efforts within the BRI. In the course of

which China is taking a more prominent global role,

thus globally expanding their legal sphere of influence

in these kinds of matters. [FMPRC 2] [Moritz Rudolf via

Twitter] [UNODC]

5th ASEAN-China Media Week kicks off

(ic) The 5th ASEAN-China Media Week, intended to

deepen broadcasting and audio-visual cooperation

between China and ASEAN member states, kicked off

at the Putrajaya International Convention Centre

(PICC), Malaysia on October 21 and will last until

October 27. [Xinhua]

It will be the first iteration of the forum that is hosted

outside China, and also serves to celebrate 50 years of

China-Malaysia relations. [The Star]

Malaysian Communications and Digital Minister Fahmi

Fadzil has been invited formally to visit the operations

of TikTok and has also proposed the signing of a new

memorandum of understanding with China regarding

content creation. [New Straits Times]

China-Japan-South Korea: Trilateral forum

set for late November

(ic) South Korea and Japan appear optimistic about a

proposed plan to revive the China-Japan-South Korea

trilateral summit in November, with the summit itself

proposed to be on November 26 in Busan, South

Korea.

The meeting is likely to be attended by the Foreign

Ministers from China (Wang Yi), Japan (Kamikawa

Yoko), and South Korea (Park Jin). Sources indicate that
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final arrangements will be made according to Beijing’s

response and the international situation. [Kyodo News]

[The Korea Herald]

On September 26, senior diplomats from China, Japan,

and South Korea had agreed to hold a trilateral

summit between their countries’ leaders at the

“earliest possible time”. [See AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]

The importance of trilateral cooperation was echoed

again in early October by Chinese Ambassador to

South Korea, Xing Haiming, South Korean Special

Representative for Korean Peninsula Peace and

Security Affairs Kim Gunn, and Counsellor of the

Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations

Yamamoto Mondo. [See AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3]

In 2008 Beijing, Tokyo and Seoul agreed to hold

trilateral summits on an annual basis, but such a

meeting has not been held since December 2019 in

China, due to souring relations between Japan and

South Korea and the coronavirus pandemic.

But the Japanese-South Korea ties have been

improving after South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol,

who took office last year, proposed a solution to the

thorny dispute over wartime labor compensation in

March this year [see AiR No. 10, March/2023, 1].

Meanwhile, despite ties between Tokyo and Beijing

being strained over the release of treated radioactive

wastewater from Japan’s disaster-hit Fukushima

nuclear power plant [see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3],

Tokyo has been underscoring the importance of the

trilateral dialogue.

Multiple Western nations continue

accusations of Chinese espionage

(ic) Intelligence officials from the United States, the

United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand –

otherwise known as the Five Eyes intelligence sharing

network – met on October 17 to launch the inaugural

Emerging Technology and Securing Innovation Security

Summit.

The summit was not only attended by intelligence

officials, but also business leaders, entrepreneurs, and

academics to discuss threats to innovation, coming

trends in the use and potential exploitation of

emerging tech, and means to work together to

advance both economic security and public safety.

[Federal Bureau of Investigation] [Reuters]
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At a fireside chat featuring the chiefs of the five

nations’ intelligence services, US Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI) Director Christopher Wray said that

“There is no greater threat to innovation than the

Chinese government... there are very few people any

longer who are blind to what [China] is doing.” [Federal

Bureau of Investigation 2] Director-General of Security

in charge of the Australian Security Intelligence

Organization (ASIO) Mike Burgess also expressed that

China’s behavior went beyond “traditional espionage”

and was committing it at a scale “unprecedented in

human history”. [The Guardian]

In an interview on the sidelines of the event, the UK’s

Security Service (MI5) Director-General Ken McCallum

stated that MI5 had now seen suspected Chinese

agents approach over 20,000 people in the UK over

professional networking sites like LinkedIn, in order to

try to cultivate them to provide sensitive information.

He noted that as Chinese spies shifted from aiming for

state secrets to innovations by small and less secure

enterprises, Five Eyes governments needed to alter

their security posture. He said there were more than

2,000 current FBI investigations linked to China and

that at one point MI5 a new investigation every 12

hours. [BBC]

Wray would later sit down with 60 Minutes on October

22 to speak about the Chinese security threat, where

he would state, “There is no country that presents a

broader, more comprehensive threat to our ideas, our

innovation, our economic security and ultimately our

national security.” [CBS News]

The Chinese Foreign Ministry denied the allegations in

their entirety, stating that the true security threat is

“not China, but the “Five Eyes” countries”. It exhorted

an objective view of China that was separated from

Cold War attitudes. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Outside of the summit, President of the German

Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution

(BfV) Thomas Haldenwang stated that China had been

undergoing a campaign to target senior politicians

across Europe to cultivate a China-friendly image and

secure influence for itself.

Haldenwang noted that the French General Directorate

for Internal Security (DGSI) was similarly concerned.

[Euractiv] This is not Haldenwang’s first time issuing

such warnings; a common refrain of his is that “Russia

is the storm; China is the climate change” in relation to

both nations’ aspirations regarding and impacts on the

global order. [Federal Office for the Protection of the

Constitution, Germany, in German] [ZDF, in German]
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China deploys warships in Middle East

amid Israel-Hamas conflict

(dql) Amid the Israel-Hamas conflict and fears of a

widening of the conflict, China last week deployed up

to six warships in the Middle East, including a guided-

missile destroyer, a frigate and an integrated supply

ship which arrived at Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait as

planned on the morning of October 18.

Chinese state-run news outlet Global Times was quick

to cite Chinese experts confirming that the deployment

part of China’s routine escort mission and friendly

visits to the region, far away from signaling an

interference in the conflict. [WION] [Global Times]

Meanwhile, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi affirmed

in a phone call with his Israeli counterpart Eli Cohen

China’s commitment to contributing to Palestinian-

Israeli reconciliation. He critically added that – while all

countries have the right to self-defence –, “they should

respect the international humanitarian law and protect

the safety of civilians.” He reiterated China’s position of

insisting on a two-state solution through which “the

legitimate security concerns of all parties can be truly

and thoroughly addressed.” Wang did not mention

Hamas in the phone call. [Xinhua]

Wang Yi is scheduled to travel to the US this week to

meet with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and

President Joe Biden's national security advisor Jake

Sullivan. [Reuters]

The US, for its part, announced on October 21 an

aircraft carrier and air defense systems will be sent to

the region to defend U.S. military troops in response to

attacks on U.S. facilities. [ABC News]

Chinese ship's role in Baltic pipeline

sabotage sparks international probe

(ms) A Chinese container ship, the NewNew Polar Bear,

has come under scrutiny in an investigation by both

Finland and Estonia into a potential act of sabotage

that damaged a gas pipeline and data cable between

the two countries.

The incident occurred on October 8 in the Gulf of

Finland and is believed to be man-made, although it is

uncertain whether it was a deliberate act or an

accident. Finnish police are focusing their inquiry on
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the NewNew Polar Bear, as its movements coincided

with the incident. A Russian ship, the Sevmorput, was

also in the area, and both Finnish and Estonian

investigators are looking into the matter. This situation

has prompted increased NATO patrols in the Baltic

Sea. [Financial Times]

Simultaneously, the NewNew Polar Bear, which is

traveling between Europe and China via the Northern

Sea Route in the Arctic, was shadowed by a Norwegian

Navy ship for approximately 15 hours along the

Norwegian coast. The area coincides with the location

of Norway's gas pipelines and key oil and gas

platforms. The Norwegian military's operational

command center did not comment specifically on the

operation but emphasized the coast guard's role in

maintaining maritime security. NewNew Shipping, the

ship's owner and operator, declined to comment.

[Reuters]

This incident underscores growing concerns about

potential acts of sabotage or disruption to undersea

infrastructure in the Baltic region and its implications

for security and energy supply, especially triggered by

the incident of Nord Stream 1 and 2 in September

2022. The Finnish and Estonian investigation, as well as

Norway's shadowing operation, revolve around the

same incident involving the Chinese container ship

NewNew Polar Bear, further emphasizing the

significance of the situation.

Japan steps up oil diplomacy amidst

Israel-Hamas War

(ic) On October 18, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio called

four Middle Eastern states to express that the

Japanese government condemns Hamas’ attack on

Israeli civilians as well as indignation against the attack

against Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza City and remains

committed to a two-state solution.

Speaking to Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed

bin Salman, bin Salman informed Kishida that the Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC) was also looking to ramp up

humanitarian assistance. [Prime Minister’s Office,

Japan 1]

In the call with King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein of

Jordan, Kishida expressed appreciation that Jordan had

permitted the stationing of Japan Self-Defense Force

(JSDF) aircraft in the nation to expedite and facilitate

the evacuation of Japanese nationals from Israel.

[Prime Minister’s Office, Japan 2]
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Speaking with Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani of

Qatar, Tamim noted that Qatar had diplomatic

channels with Hamas that were being used to expedite

hostage releases. [Prime Minister’s Office, Japan 3]

In the call with Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Mohamad

expressed his appreciation for Japanese efforts. [Prime

MInister’s Office, Japan 4]

On October 20, the JSDF successfully evacuated 60

Japanese and 18 South Koreans from Israel, a

reciprocation of the South Korean aid in evacuating

Japanese citizens the previous week [see AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3] [Japan Today]

Foreign Minister Kamikawa Yoko expressed on

October 21 at the Cairo Peace Summit that Japan

would continue to support humanitarian aid efforts to

Gaza and would continue to build on the USD 10

million pledged in humanitarian relief on October 17.

Japan will also expand diplomatic efforts to contain the

conflict and prevent spillover instability. Kamikawa also

repeated the stance of the Japanese government.

[Kyodo News 1] She had also requested on October 17

that Iran play an active role in securing the peace.

[Kyodo News 2]

G7 agrees on draft guidelines for artificial

intelligence

(ic) Meeting in Kyoto on October 9 on the sidelines of

the Internet Governance Forum, officials from the

Group of 7 (G7) nations agreed on draft guidelines to

manage the development of generative artificial

intelligence (AI).

The agreement will feature 11 items, that primarily

function to guide AI developers towards processes that

“respect the rule of law, human rights, due process,

diversity, fairness and non-discrimination, democracy,

and human centricity, in the design, development and

deployment of advanced AI systems.” [European

Commission]

G7 leaders are expected to come to an agreement on

the principles of the guidelines before the initiative is

taken forward by relevant ministers. [Kyodo News]

Mongolian peacekeepers arrive in South

Sudan
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(ap) Last week, 200 troops of the Mongolian Armed

Forces have been dispatched to participate in the

peacekeeping mission of the “United Nations Mission

in South Sudan (UNMISS).”  [Montsame]

UNMISS was established in 2011 under the Security

Council for a period of one year with the intent to

renew for further periods if needed. [UNMISS]

South Korea, Japan, US conduct inaugural

joint aerial drills amid rising North Korean

threats

(tms) South Korea, the United States, and Japan held

their first joint aerial exercises, featuring a US B-52

bomber, as part of strengthened defense cooperation

to counter North Korea's growing missile and nuclear

threats.

The trilateral exercise took place south of the Korean

Peninsula, overlapping the air defense identification

zones of Seoul and Tokyo.

The move marks a significant step in trilateral

cooperation, with the US ambassador to Japan, Rahm

Emanuel, hailing it as a "new era" in defense

partnership.

While this cooperation is aimed at enhancing response

capabilities, North Korea perceives such exercises as

rehearsals for invasion and has previously issued

warnings. [The Japan Times]

South Korea’s air force chief engages in

talks with US, global officials at defense

trade show

(tms) South Korea’s Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen. Jung

Sang-hwa, engaged in talks with senior military officials

from the United States and ten other nations during

the Seoul International Aerospace and Defense

Exhibition (ADEX).

The discussions took place on the sidelines of the

biennial defense trade show and aimed to bolster

military and defense industry cooperation. Gen. Jung

met with Gen. Kenneth S. Wilsbach, the commander of

the US Pacific Air Forces, to explore ways of enhancing

combined operational capabilities and reaffirming the

US commitment to extended deterrence.
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Separate meetings with senior officers from Poland

and Malaysia led to promises of cooperation in the

operation of FA-50 aircraft.

In a related development, South Korea's Defense

Acquisition Program Administration Minister Eom

Dong-hwan and Australia's Defense Minister Richard

Marles discussed future defense collaboration, with a

focus on Australia's preference for Hanwha Aerospace

in an infantry fighting vehicle project. [Yonhap 1]

[Yonhap 2]

Additionally, Foreign Minister Park Jin met with

Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister

Richard Marles to engage in detailed conversations

about bilateral relations, the Indo-Pacific Strategy, and

defense and security cooperation. Park sought support

for Korean companies contributing to Australia's

defense capabilities. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Republic of Korea]

South Korea-NATO: North Korean-Russian

arms deal discussed

(tms) Kim Gunn, South Korea’s chief nuclear envoy,

held discussions with Angus Lapsley, NATO's Assistant

Secretary-General for Defense Policy and Planning,

focusing on North Korean matters, including

suspicions of an arms deal between North Korea and

Russia.

The South Korean foreign ministry reported that

during the meeting, both parties expressed deep

concerns regarding the growing military cooperation

between Pyongyang and Moscow.

They agreed to maintain close communication to

present a united and resolute response to any future

provocations by North Korea, particularly concerning

the expansion of its nuclear and missile programs.

Kim also acknowledged that NATO's unwavering stance

against North Korea's nuclear and weapon

development aligns with international efforts aimed at

North Korea's denuclearization. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Latin America: Forum in

Mexico City promotes trade and tech

cooperation

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-wj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-wt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-wd/


(tms) Around 200 corporate and government officials

from South Korea and Latin American countries are set

to convene in Mexico City for the inaugural Korea-Latin

America and the Caribbean Innovation and Trade

Forum.

Hosted by the Ministry of Economy and Finance and

the Inter-American Development Bank, the two-day

event aims to bolster bilateral trade and cooperation in

advanced technology sectors.

Participants will engage in seminars covering various

industry issues such as trade and investment

promotion, e-mobility, digital infrastructure, smart

manufacturing, and smart cities. South Korean giants

like Hyundai, LG, Samsung, and Kakao, along with 60

businesses from Central and South American nations,

will explore partnership opportunities.

The forum seeks to leverage South Korea's digital

technology expertise and Latin America's

manufacturing capabilities, fostering a new

cooperation model.

The South Korean government also plans to expand

joint projects and private investments in the region,

building on a trade surge of over tenfold in the past 30

years, reaching USD 59.3 billion in 2022 from USD 5.2

billion in 1991. [Yonhap]

South Korea engages in talks to enhance

security cooperation  

(tms) South Korea's Vice Defense Minister, Shin Beom-

chul, and his Japanese counterpart, Kiyoshi Serizawa,

met during the Seoul Defense Dialogue, marking their

first meeting since September the previous year.

They discussed maintaining "close" communication to

bolster security cooperation, aligning with the

commitment made by President Yoon Suk Yeol and

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to strengthen

bilateral relations.

Both sides emphasized the importance of building

trust and collaboration while focusing on deterring

North Korea's nuclear and missile threats. This

meeting followed recent improvements in Seoul-Tokyo

relations, driven by addressing compensation for

Korean victims of Japan's wartime forced labor.

South Korea also engaged in discussions with the

Philippines and Singapore, exploring military
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cooperation and addressing non-traditional security

challenges.

Defense Minister Shin Won-sik also met with his

Malaysian counterpart, emphasizing arms industry

cooperation and maintaining regional stability against

attempts to change the status quo by force. [Yonhap]

South Korea engages in Arctic Circle

Assembly to promote regional interests

(tms) South Korea has participated in the largest

international Arctic forum, the Arctic Circle Assembly,

to discuss multilateral cooperation and advocate for its

interests in the Arctic region.

Park Chong-suk, the Foreign Ministry's Ambassador for

Arctic Affairs, represented South Korea at the three-

day event held in Reykjavik, Iceland.

During the forum, Park highlighted South Korea's

Arctic policies and emphasized the nation's active role

in Arctic governance, particularly in fish resource

management.

The Arctic Circle Assembly serves as an annual global

platform for facilitating multilateral dialogue on Arctic-

related issues, attracting government officials and

experts from around the world. [Yonhap]

Taiwan, US, Japan, Australia, St. Lucia

stage GCTF workshop on maritime

disaster measures

(jr) Taiwan, the USA, Japan, St. Lucia, and Australia have

launched a workshop on managing maritime disasters

in Taiwan, completed on 19 October in Taipei City.

The event involved 80 participants from home and

abroad, with nearly 30 academic experts and officials

from 13 countries in the Indo-Pacific region and the

Caribbean sharing their expertise in managing

maritime disasters.

The event followed the Global Counterterrorism Forum

(GCTF) workshop on “Sustainable Oceans Based On the

Rule of Law,” held in Tokyo last October and

underscored the commitment of Taiwan and its

partners to promoting sustainable development and

safeguarding the maritime environment.
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Mutual discussion talks have been ongoing since June

2015, with Japan and Australia joining later and

becoming a critical platform for all ties to contribute to

global solutions and problem-sharing throughout the

region.

Under this initiative, a total of 64 workshops have been

organized since 2015 with over 7000 participants from

127 different countries and territories spanning topics

from energy cooperation, humanitarian assistance,

public health, disaster relief, and women

empowerment. [Taiwan Today]

Taiwan: APEC envoy named

(jr) President Tsai Ing-wen has announced that she has

named Morris Chang, founder of Taiwan

Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC), as

her representative the 2023 APEC Economic Leaders'

Meeting (AELM) to be held in San Francisco from

November 15 to 17.

Chang has attended the AELM as Taiwan’s

representative five times.

She also stated that Taiwan would actively participate

in APEC and would continue to cooperate with fellow

member states in areas such as digital innovation,

green transition, public health, small and medium-

sized enterprise development, food security, and the

empowerment of women in the economy to create

prosperity for all nations in the Asia-Pacific region.

[Office of The President, Republic of China]

Bangladesh: World Trade Organization

allows former Least Developed Countries

to maintain trade perks

(ps) The World Trade Organization (WTO) has decided

to allow Least Developed Countries (LDC), such as

Bangladesh, to continue to enjoy certain trade benefits

after graduating from the United Nations LDC list to a

higher category of economic development. The move

encourages a softer transition for LDCs that enjoy

duty-free and quota-free access as part of their status.

In 2026 Bangladesh will graduate from the LDC

category. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Chief Minister of India’s Uttarkhand state

inks deals with United Kingdom, United

Arab Emirates

(hp) The Chief Minister of the Indian state of

Uttarakhand recently signed investment

Memorandums of Understanding worth roughly USD

6.6 billion in preparation for the Global Investors

Summit scheduled to be held in December. The

agreements include USD 4.2 billion from the United

Arab Emirates, USD 3.4 billion from the United

Kingdom, and USD 7.3 billion from several programs in

Delhi. [Times of India]

UN Secretary General confirms

rescheduled visit to Nepal

(na) UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has

rescheduled his official visit to Nepal from October 29

to November 1. Earlier, Guterres's planned visit to

Nepal, scheduled for October 14 to 17, was postponed

because of the recent conflict between Hamas and

Israel [see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3].

During his four-day visit, he will meet with Nepal's

President, Prime Minister, and leaders from various

political parties. The agenda includes discussions on

climate change, its impact on livelihoods, the peace

process, and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Guterres will also visit areas in Nepal affected by

climate change and notable sites like Everest Base

Camp, Annapurna Base Camp, and Lumbini. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepali delegation concludes participating

in World Bank, International Monetary

Fund annual meeting

(na) A delegation from Nepal, led by Finance Minister

Dr. Prakash Sharan Mahat, recently returned home

after participating in the joint annual meeting of the

World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

in Marrakech, Morocco. [My Republica]

During the meeting, the finance minister served as the

ex-officio governor of the World Bank, and the

governor of Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) served as the ex-

officio governor of the IMF. The delegation reviewed

progress made during the year's work and discussed

strategies for the next year. They also had meetings

with various international officials and discussed topics
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such as private investment, human capital

development, concessional loans for small and at-risk

countries, and climate change.

Pakistan urged not to deport Afghans US

visa, refugee applicants

(tj) A group of former senior United States officials and

US resettlement organizations have urged Pakistan to

not to deport thousands of Afghan applicants for

special US visas or refugee relocation to the United

States. [Reuters]

Pakistan has set a November 1 deadline for all illegal

immigrants, including hundreds of thousands of

Afghans, to leave the country or face forcible

expulsion. This includes over 20,000 Afghans who fled

the Taliban takeover in 2021 and are in Pakistan

awaiting the processing of their applications for US

Special Immigration Visas (SIVs) or resettlement in the

United States as refugees.

Those in Pakistan awaiting the processing of their

applications for SIVs or refugee resettlement include

former translators, journalists, women activists and

other professionals who face significant risks if they

are sent back. The US group said that to deport them

back to an environment where their lives would be in

jeopardy runs counter to humanitarian principles and

international accords.

Meanwhile, Pakistan said the deportation process

would be orderly and conducted in phases and could

begin with people with criminal records. According to

Islamabad, some 1.73 million Afghans in Pakistan have

no legal documents.

Pakistani Prime Minister, meets with

Russian, Kenyan leaders on sidelines of

Belt and Road forum in Beijing

(tj/lm) Pakistan's caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul

Haq Kakar met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in

Beijing on the sidelines of the third Belt and Road

Forum for International Cooperation to discuss various

issues, including the Middle East, terrorism, and food

security. This meeting marks the third time a Pakistani

premier has met with the Russian president in the past

year, reflecting the growing economic and diplomatic

ties between the two nations. [Anadolu Ajansı]
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Kakar stressed the need for enhanced regional

integration for the economic development of the entire

region and reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to

further expanding and strengthening bilateral

cooperation with Russia in the areas of trade,

investment, energy, connectivity, and

counterterrorism.

Emphasizing the ongoing cooperation in the oil and

gas sector, Kakar said Islamabad would welcome

Russian investment in the energy field in Pakistan.

Earlier, Pakistan had received its maiden shipments of

crude oil and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) from

Russia.

On food security, Putin said Moscow was taking steps

to ensure global food security, apparently referring to

the Black Sea grain deal brokered in Istanbul in July

2022 by Russia, Ukraine, Türkiye, and the UN, creating

a safe corridor through the Black Sea for exports from

three Ukrainian ports halted since the war began. He

added that Moscow had also come up with a plan to

provide grain, free of cost, to the poorest nations in

Africa.

Additionally, Kakar met with Kenyan President William

Ruto to discuss bilateral trade, economic cooperation,

and the investigation into the murder of Pakistani

journalist Arshad Sharif in Kenya.

Sri Lanka establishes staff-level

agreement with IMF to conclude first

review of deal

(lf) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and Sri

Lanka have reached a staff-level agreement on

economic policies to conclude the first review of the

48-month Extended Fund Facility (EFF)-supported

program. As a result, Colombo will have access to

about USD 330 million in financing once the review is

approved by IMF Management and IMF Executive

Board, bringing the total IMF financial support

disbursed under the arrangement to around USD 660

million. [Daily Mirror] [News World - Japan] [Times of

India]

The months-long negotiations were the result of Sri

Lanka having failed to live up to the entirety of the

IMF’s conditions set on a USD 2.9 billion deal the two

had reached in March. The staff-level agreement

requires Sri Lankan economic authorities and

government ministries to make meaningful changes to

their operations to reinforce transparency. Tax reform

was highlighted as a key area where reform had been
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slower than hoped, as well as debt treatment plans

with major creditors.

Another key part of the agreement is maintaining

“reform momentum”, or the willingness for authorities

to make necessary changes. Sri Lankan politicians have

expressed concerns that only the “easy” targets of the

IMF’s plan have been thus far achieved and that future

tranches of funds may be held up for longer periods of

time due to the government’s perceived reluctance to

make significant reforms in troubled and controversial

areas, like revenue collection. [International Monetary

Fund]

Brunei called by IMF to implement

cautious policies in economic recovery

phase

(pm) The Sultanate was called by the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) to adopt prudent policies for

economic recovery.

The call came after the completion of the Article IV

consultation between Brunei Darussalam and IMF’s

Executive Board during which the IMF recognized

Brunei’s resilient fiscal sector, including Brunei’s

commitment for net-zero mission, while addressing

vigilance actions against the potential risks and urging

to advance climate and environmental-related sectors.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Under Article IV of its Articles of Agreement, the IMF is

mandated to exercise surveillance over the economic,

financial and exchange rate policies of its members in

order to ensure the effective operation of the

international monetary system.

Cambodia hosts third global conference

on landmine victim assistance

(pm) The Cambodian Mine Action and Victim

Assistance Authority (CMAA) hosted the third global

conference on assistance to landmine victims on

October 17-19.

45 nations and regions which are signatories to the

1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,

Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel

Mines and on their Destruction (Ottawa Treaty)

attended the conference.
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During the three-day event, the participants explored

victim assistance and examined critical topics such as

mental health and psychological support, access to

healthcare and socio-economic inclusion.

One of the worst affected countries by landmines and

explosive remnants of war (ERWs), Cambodia is home

to an estimated 4 million to 6 million landmines and

other munitions that had been left over from three

decades of war and internal conflicts that ended in

1998.

According to findings of the latest report of the CMAA,

from 1979 to August 2023, nearly 20,000 people were

killed by landmine and ERW explosions in Cambodia.

More than 45,000 have been injured or amputated,

making the Southeast Asian country one of the

countries with the highest number of casualties.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam reaffirm

commitment to Development Triangle

(pm) The three neighboring countries Cambodia, Laos,

and Vietnam have reaffirmed their commitment to

further enhancing the Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam (CLV)

Development Triangle to ensure peace, security,

stability and promote socioeconomic development and

poverty alleviation in the area.

The pledge was made during a working session

attended by parliamentary delegations from

Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam and officials of

Vietnamese localities held to collect data on Vietnam’s

Gia Lai, a northern mountainous province in the

country’s Central Highlands and one of the ten

provinces covered by the CLV Development Triangle.

[Khmer Times]

Tensions flare over South China Sea after

Chinese, Philippines vessels collide

(lb/lm) Tensions between China and the Philippines

have flared up in the disputed South China Sea

following a series of incidents on October 22 near

Second Thomas Shoal, which lies within Manila’s

Exclusive Economic Zone.

It began with a collision between a China Coast Guard

vessel and a resupply boat contracted by the

Philippines. Shortly afterward, a Chinese maritime

militia boat collided with a Philippine coast guard ship
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during the same operation to deliver supplies to

Philippine forces stationed on the Sierra Madre, a ship

grounded in Second Thomas Shoal in 1999.

In response to these incidents, China filed a diplomatic

complaint, accusing the Philippines of violating

international maritime law, asserting its sovereignty

over the South China Sea, and criticizing Manila actions

as being provocative.

The Philippines, on its part, accused the Chinese

coastguard vessels of “intentionally” colliding with its

vessels. Furthermore, Manila summoned China's

ambassador and President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

ordered an investigation. [CNN] [TIME] [Al Jazeera]

Sama Sama 2023 military exercises

conclude in the Philippines

(lb) A military exercise in the South China Sea, Sama

Sama, has concluded, with participating forces

returning home. Led by the United States and the

Philippines, this maritime training activity involved

several other countries, including Australia, Canada,

France, Japan, the United Kingdom, and Malaysia. The

exercise focused on various aspects, including anti-

submarine warfare, surface and air warfare, and

maritime domain awareness, enhancing cooperation

and interoperability among the participating nations.

[Defense News]

Timor-Leste joins WTO’s Information

Technology Agreement

(dql) Timor-Leste’s participation to the World Trade

Organization’s Information Technology Agreement

(ITA) and the ITA Expansion Agreement was approved

on October 19 by the participants in the WTO's ITA.

Under Timor-Leste's ITA commitments, of 381

ITA‑related tariff lines, duties on 242 products, will be

completely dropped upon its accession to the WTO,

providing immediate market access for foreign

exporters. Duties on another 114 ITA products will be

eliminated on 1 January 2027.

With regards to the ITA Expansion Agreement, of a

total of 588 tariff lines, import duties on 240 will be

fully eliminated upon accession, and those on another

333 products will be reduced to zero after three years.
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Timor-Leste is the third least-developed country (LDC)

to join the ITA and the second to join the ITA Expansion

Agreement. [WTO]

World Bank advised Vietnam to monitor

inflation closely

(km) The World Bank has advised the Vietnamese

government to monitor rising inflation as the economy

recovers from a slowdown in the first quarter. The

Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose from 3 percent in

August to 3.7 percent in September, driven by higher

prices of food, housing, construction materials,

transportation services, and education services. The

Bank also noted that domestic consumption remained

subdued and credit growth was slow, reflecting weak

private domestic investment and investor confidence.

Credit growth decelerated from 9.4 percent to 8.7

percent in September, falling further below the pre-

Covid level. [VnExpress International]

However, public investment disbursement in the first

nine months was 45 percent higher year-on-year. The

World Bank suggests that further improvements in the

business environment and investment in human

capital could attract high-tech and high-value-addition

foreign direct investment and boost productivity in the

long run.

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister to visit

Belgium

(ps) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is set

to travel to Belgium, where she has been invited by the

President of the European Commission, Ursula von der

Leyen, to participate in the "Global Gateway Forum" in

Brussels on October 25-26. On the same trip Hasina

will hold bilateral meetings with von der Leyen as well

as with the Prime Minister of Belgium and the Prime

Minister of Luxemburg. Several loan agreements will

also be signed. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan, Japan collaborate for advanced

geospatial data management

(na) In a joint initiative, Japan and Bhutan are

addressing data duplication challenges among

Bhutan's 35 government agencies. Through the

National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) and
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Geospatial Information (GI) project, scheduled for

completion by 2025, the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) is providing critical support.

[Kuensel]

The project includes the development of detailed

digital maps and Geographic Information System (GIS)

across Bhutan, enhancing decision-making in areas like

disaster management and urban planning. Also, this

collaboration emphasizes seamless data availability,

boosting various sectors and fostering sustainable

development.

Cambodia-China: Meeting between Hun

Manet and Xi Jinping

(pm) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet held

bilateral talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping on the

sidelines of last week’s Belt and Road Forum in Beijing

during which Xi affirmed that the “China-Cambodia

ironclad friendship is unbreakable,” and added that  

Both leaders agreed to enhance synergies between the

Belt and Road Initiative and Cambodia’s Pentagon

Strategy, Manet’s development policy blueprint that

aims to which aims to transform Cambodia into an

upper-middle-income country by 2030.

They also agreed to advance cooperation on the

“Industrial Development Corridor” to support the

conversion of Cambodia’s coastal Sihanoukville into a

model multipurpose special economic zone, and the

“Fish and Rice Corridor” and a “Fish and Rice Corridor”

to develop modern ecological agriculture near the

Tonle Sap Lake. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia-Vietnam: Prime ministers meet

on sidelines of ASEAN-GCC Summit

(pm) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and Hun Manet

held a meeting on the sidelines of the ASEAN-Gulf

Cooperation Council Summit, held in Riyadh, Saudi

Arabia, on October 20

During their talks, the two leaders agreed to foster

bilateral cooperation and deepen economic ties, as

well as to effectively carry out the signed agreements.

Pham and Manet further committed to creating more

favorable environments for investment and business

activities of enterprises from the two nations, with
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border trade and economic development in border

areas being especially discussed.

They also agreed to work together to concretize the

“One Journey, Three Destinations” tourism cooperation

initiative among Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, as well

as to create to stable living and business conditions for

Vietnamese citizens in Cambodia and promote people-

to-people exchanges. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia-Vietnam: Military cooperation

to be strengthened

(pm) The Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) and

the Vietnam People’s Army (VPA) have reaffirmed to

their commitment to deepen cooperation in

intelligence sharing, along with exchanging delegation

visits at all levels and offering training in human

resources.

The pledge was made during a reception held by the

Chief of the General Staff of the VPA and Deputy

Minister of National Defence Senior Lieutenant

General Nguyen Tan Cuong for RCAF Commander-in-

Chief General Vong Pisen in Hanoi on October 17

where the two sides also agreed on strengthening

disaster relief cooperation and facilitating border

demarcation. [Khmer Times]

China-US: Restrictions on graphite

products

(ms) Citing efforts to strengthen national security, the

Chinese Ministry of Commerce announced that on

December 1 new restrictions on the export of Graphite

will come into force in response to further US

sanctions against China's high-tech sector.

Graphite is an essential material for the production of

batteries, fuel cells and lubricants for the machinery,

petrochemical, defense and aerospace sectors, among

others. China is the largest producer and exporter of

the material, accounting for about two-thirds of global

exports in 2022, and demand for the material has

increased steadily in recent years, particularly in light

of the growing focus on electromobility.

Covered by the new restrictions are nine selected

graphite products, including three types of high-purity,

high-strength and high-density artificial graphite and

its products, and six types of natural flake graphite and

its products.
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Beginning in December, when exporting these

products, the corresponding exporters must apply for

permits from the Chinese Ministry of Commerce.

Similar restrictions were already imposed in August on

the export of gallium and germanium, elements crucial

for the production of semiconductors, and due to the

long time needed for the approval of applications, the

export of these materials was completely stopped in

August [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4]. To what

extent this will be repeated in December for the

exports of the listed graphite products is, however, to

be seen, bottlenecks, however, can be expected.

The announcement of the new restrictions come just

shortly after the U.S. announced further restrictions

against China on the export of high-end

semiconductors necessary for the development and

operation of AI systems. It is indicative of intensifying

tensions of critical minerals. [Hong Kong Free Press]

[South China Morning Post]

US extends sanctions against Chinas

semiconductor sector

(ms) The U.S. government announced on October 17

the expansion of planned sanctions against the export

of AI-capable semiconductors and equipment

necessary for their production, in a latest effort to curb

China’s advancement in the semiconductor sector.

According to the Commerce Department’s Bureau of

Industry and Security, the expansion will primarily

serve to close existing loopholes by covering a larger

number of AI-capable semiconductors from the ban on

sales to Chinese companies.

Among other things, it should thereby be prevented

that, for example, as is currently still possible, a large

number of less powerful semiconductors are

purchased, which together can reach the performance

of a semiconductor falling under the ban.

The Commerce Department cited for its move that the

Chinese government could use the technology for

"electronic warfare, radar, signals intelligence, and

jamming," as well as "facial recognition surveillance

systems for human rights violations and abuses.”  

The Chinese government has already responded to the

restrictions by imposing its own sanctions on export of

graphite products, which play an important role in the

production of electric cars (see entry above). [Financial

Times] [U.S. Commerce Department's Bureau of

Industry and Security]
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US government sanctions three Chinese

companies for alleged missile parts

supplies to Pakistan

(ms) The United States has imposed sanctions on three

Chinese companies for their involvement in supplying

missile-related materials to Pakistan’s ballistic missile

program. The firms in question are General

Technology Limited, Beijing Luo Luo Technology

Development Co Ltd, and Changzhou Utek Composite

Company Ltd, according to a statement by the U.S.

State Department.

General Technology is accused of providing brazing

materials for ballistic missile rocket engines and

combustion chamber production. Beijing Luo Luo is

alleged to have supplied mandrels and machinery used

in solid-propellant rocket motor production.

Changzhou Utek Composite has been involved in the

supply of D-glass fiber, quartz fabric, and high silica

cloth with applications in missile systems.

The U.S. State Department emphasized its

commitment to combating the proliferation of

weapons of mass destruction and related procurement

activities, regardless of their location. The Chinese

embassy in Washington and Changzhou Utek

Composite have yet to respond to these

developments, while the other two firms remain

unreachable for comment. [NDTV] [Reuters]

The measures come just weeks after 42 Chinese

companies were sanctioned by the U.S. Department of

Commerce's Bureau of Industry and Security for

"providing support to Russia's military and/or defense

industrial base" in early October [see AiR No. 41,

October/2023, 2].

China: Another alleged US spy case

revealed

(ms) A video released by the Ministry of State Security

on October 22 revealed an alleged espionage case in

which a Chinese national was poached by U.S.

intelligence agencies and allegedly disclosed Chinese

state secrets to them.

The Chinese citizen, surnamed Hou, is said to have

been an employee of an undefined Chinese defense

agency and to have been persuaded by U.S. authorities

to disclose Chinese state secrets to them during a U.S.
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visit in 2013. This cooperation is said to have lasted

until 2021, when Hou's collaboration with the U.S. was

uncovered by state security officials. According to the

report, legal action was then taken against Hou, and a

final verdict on charges of espionage is currently under

trial in the Chengdu Intermediate People's Court.

The disclosure of Hou’s case is already the fourth

espionage case made public since August, involving the

US. The Chinese government typically kept such cases

out of the public eye but began releasing more

information as part of its intensification of anti-

espionage rhetoric, particularly against the US. [Global

Times] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China-US: Californian Governor visits

China

(ms) On October 23, California Governor Gavin

Newsom kickstarted a week-long trip to China,

emphasizing his state’s ongoing commitment to

climate issues amid strained U.S.-Chinese relations due

to trade disputes and human rights concerns.

While the visit received support from Chinese officials

who noted positive signs in China-U.S. relations, it also

faced criticism from numerous advocacy groups and

non-governmental organizations, characterizing the

trip as a diversion from addressing critical human

rights issues.

Newsom’s agenda includes visits to Beijing, Shanghai,

and various Chinese provinces, with a focus on climate

goals, strengthening cultural ties, combating

xenophobia, promoting economic development, and

tourism.

California’s governors have a history of collaboration

with China on climate matters, highlighting the

importance of sub-national cooperation in addressing

global challenges. [Associated Press] [VOA News]

China-Australia: Agreement on wine

tariffs in preparation for Albanese trip

(ic) According to Australian Prime Minister Anthony

Albanese on October 21, China has agreed to negotiate

directly with Australia regarding tariffs on wine

imported from Australia. This would potentially

resume trade activity that was worth USD 800 million

per year prior to the institution of Chinese tariffs in

2021. [The Guardian]
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This is in the lead-up to Albanese’s trip to China from

November 4-7 that will take place after his trip to the

US over October 23-26. Potentially in a reciprocal

gesture, Australia’s Anti-Dumping Commission

recommended lifting anti-dumping measures on

Chinese wind towers on October 16. [Bloomberg]

[Straits Times]

These moves are part of a broader diplomatic thaw

that has been ongoing throughout 2023, with an

earlier lifting of similar tariffs on Australian barley. [Al

Jazeera]

Albanese has officially stated that his visit will focus on

cooperation in “economic links, climate change and

links between [Australia and China].” [Prime Minister of

Australia]

European Union to boost wind power

sector to counter Chinese wind turbines

(ic) The European Commission tabled the European

Wind Power Action Plan on October 24 that seeks to

strengthen the wind power sector in the EU. Aiming to

accelerate deployment through increased

predictability and faster permitting, the Commission

will support Member States in implementing the

permitting provisions of the revised Renewable Energy

Directive swiftly. Specific to ensuring that the wind

sector operates in a fair and competitive international

environment, the Commission, will employ

procurement instruments, trade defense instruments,

and free trade agreements to encourage a level playing

field for European products both at home and abroad.

[European Commission]

This move comes in tandem with an investigation into

China’s activities subsidizing its own wind power

sector. [Reuters] This also follows an investigation

launched by the European Commission (EC) on

September 13 into whether to impose tariffs on

Chinese electric vehicles (EVs) based similarly on claims

of unfair competitive advantages for Chinese products

because of Chinese state subsidies. [See AiR No. 38,

September/2023, 3]

Wind power is viewed as crucial to replacing fossil fuels

and boosting domestic energy production, but the EU

is falling behind on installation if it wants to meet its

2030 climate and energy goals. The EU hopes to adopt

a guidance in March 2024 based on consultations with

various stakeholders that would incentivize European

companies in the wind sector to use European-
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manufactured wind equipment rather than the often-

cheaper Chinese alternatives. [Euractiv]

China-Canada: Chinese Aircraft harasses

Canadian military plain during UN

operation

(ms) On October 16, Canada's Defense Minister, Bill

Blair, accused Chinese fighter jets of dangerously

intercepting a Canadian military plane during a UN

operation to enforce North Korea sanctions. The

incident occurred in international waters near China,

with a Chinese jet reportedly coming within five meters

of the Canadian aircraft.

Blair expressed concern over the risky and

unprofessional nature of the interception, stating that

such behavior is unacceptable. Canada intends to raise

these concerns with the Chinese government in an

appropriate manner, although specific details were not

provided.

The Chinese embassy in Ottawa has not responded to

the accusation. This incident follows a similar

accusation in June 2022 when Chinese warplanes

allegedly harassed Canadian patrol aircraft monitoring

North Korea sanctions, sometimes leading to flight

path diversions. [The Guardian]

Simultaneously with Blair's accusations, the U.S.

Pentagon released a list of videos showing instances of

similar behavior by Chinese aircraft towards U.S.

aircraft. The report suggests that there have been

more than 180 such encounters between the two

major powers since 2022. [Politico]

China-Canada: Hearing of TikTok

executive

(ms) During a meeting of Canadas House committee,

TikTok executives faced questions from Canadian

parliamentarians regarding the security of Canadians'

privacy and whether China could access the app's data.

The executives emphasized that neither China nor the

Chinese Communist Party have access to user data.

Head of TikTok's Privacy Public Policy for the Americas

stated that China has not requested any user data.

TikTok's parent company, ByteDance, is based in

Beijing, and Chinese national security laws allow the

government to demand access to user information
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from Chinese companies. However, the executives

pointed out that Canadian TikTok data is hosted in the

U.S., Malaysia, and Singapore, and TikTok's operations

in Canada adhere to Canadian privacy laws.

Over the past year, TikTok has faced scrutiny from

Canadian and global officials over security concerns.

Canada banned the app on government-issued phones

in February, and other countries like the U.S. and the

U.K. followed suit. Meanwhile, Canadian privacy

commissioners are conducting an investigation into

TikTok's compliance with privacy laws.

TikTok Canada's representatives denied claims that

ByteDance is controlled by the Chinese government,

noting the company's international offices and

American board members. When asked about

backdoor access to user data, the executives couldn't

confirm its existence. [CBC]

Beijing ready to boost ties with

Islamabad, President Xi tells Pakistani

counterpart, but urges security guarantee

(mha/lm) President Xi Jinping has expressed his

country’s willingness to strengthen cooperation and

promote solidarity with Pakistan but urged Pakistan's

caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar, who was

in Beijing for a forum on China's Belt and Road

Initiative, to ensure the safety of Chinese organizations

and personnel working in the South Asian nation.

[Reuters]

President Xi also called for an "upgraded version" of

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and

enhanced cooperation in various sectors, including

industrial parks, agriculture and mining, and new

energy. In this regard, the most significant

development was the agreement to commence work

on the long-awaited Main Line 1 (ML-1) railway project,

which aims to upgrade over 1,700 kilometers of track

between Karachi and Peshawar. [Nikkei Asia]

In addition to this, both sides signed a total of 20 pacts

and memorandums of understanding covering various

initiatives. Other endeavors include a USD 1.5 billion

investment by the United Energy Group of China to

boost Pakistan's refinery capacity, along with a project

to turn the Khunjerab Pass – a trade route between the

neighbors that closes in winter due to snow – into an

all-weather border. [Business Recorder]

China also expressed its willingness to cooperate

within the United Nations and Shanghai Cooperation
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Organisation framework and to increase imports of

high-quality agricultural products from Pakistan.

China, Sri Lanka presidents meet on

sidelines of ‘One Belt, One Road’ initiative

in Beijing

(lf/lm) Sri Lanka’s President Wickremesinghe met with

his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in Beijing on October

20 on the sidelines of the third Belt and Road Forum

for International Cooperation. [The Hindu] 

Sri Lanka’s economic recovery was one of the primary

talking points of the two leaders’ discussions, with

President Xi assuring President Wickremesinghe that

there were “no political strings attached” to his nation’s

support for the South Asian country’s development.

China is one of Sri Lanka’s biggest creditors to whom it

owes a significant amount of debt, however an

agreement reached between the Sri Lankan

government and Chinese state-owned bank EXIM set

forth a blueprint for the two countries to settle the

outstanding sum moving forward [see AiR, No. 42,

October/2023, 3].

Notably, while President Wickremesinghe's office

mentioned President Xi's assurance of friendly support

for Sri Lanka's debt optimization program, the official

Chinese statement did not mention the debt issue.

However, a joint statement issued by both

governments later stated that China would continue

supporting its financial institutions in holding friendly

consultations with Sri Lanka to reach an early

agreement on debt treatment. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs for the People’s Republic of China]

Moreover, both countries pledged to collaborate more

closely on international and regional matters, oppose

the politicization of human rights issues, and work

together to safeguard their common interests as well

as the interests of developing countries. China also

expressed its willingness to increase imports from Sri

Lanka and promote more Chinese investment in the

island nation.

India, United Kingdom hold maiden

foreign, defence 2+2 dialogues

(hp) For the first time, India and the United Kingdom

held 2+2 foreign and defense dialogues in New Delhi to

take their relations a step ahead and work towards
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strengthening their bilateral ties. These discussions

were significant due to ongoing talks for a Free Trade

Agreement between the two nations.

Both delegations expressed satisfaction with the

regular high-level political exchanges, which have

guided and strengthened the multifaceted ties

between the two countries. They were pleased with the

progress made in various areas of the India-UK

Roadmap 2030, which included political exchanges,

economic cooperation, defense and security, people-

to-people ties, collaboration on the regional and global

level.

The officials also discussed potential areas for further

cooperation, including trade, investment, defense,

emerging innovative technologies, civil aviation, health,

energy, culture, and enhancing local peoples'

connections. They exchanged their assessments of

recent international developments in the Indo-Pacific

region, as both sides share a vision for peace, stability,

and prosperity in a free, open, and inclusive Indo-

Pacific region. Having terrorism and the need to

combat on the agenda, the possibility of enhancing

collaboration in counterterrorism, humanitarian

assistance and disaster relief, and maritime security

was also considered.

India reserves the 2+2 dialogue framework for its

closest strategic allies such as the United States, Japan,

Australia, and Russia. Usually conducted by senior

officials or ministers, this framework is an indication of

the significance India places on its relationships with

these nations. [Ministry of External Affairs] [DD News]

[Financial Express] [The Hindu]

Canada withdraws 41 diplomats from

India; simmering tensions not to imperil

trade, sources say

(hp/lm) Canada has withdrawn 41 diplomats from India

two weeks after New Delhi had requested the

withdrawal of Canadian diplomatic staff and

threatened to remove immunity for all but 21

diplomats by October 20. Notably, Ottawa has

indicated that it has no intention to reciprocate. [BBC]

[Mint]

Ties between India and Canada deteriorated sharply

after Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said in

September that his intelligence agencies were actively

investigating credible allegations connecting Indian

agents to the shooting of a Sikh separatist leader on

Canadian soil. India has rejected Canada’s suspicions
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about its role in the murder of Hardeep Singh Nijjar,

who was shot dead outside a Sikh temple in June in

Surrey. [AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4]

However, despite the simmering diplomatic tensions,

the Indian government does not plan to impose

measures to curb imports or investments from

Canada, according to sources. Additionally, Indian

importers have not been asked to refrain from

purchasing Canadian lentils, and investments like JSW

Steel's stake in Canada's Teck Resources remain

ongoing, albeit with some slowdowns. [The Straits

Times]

Indian Navy vessel docks in Sri Lanka for

brief visit

(lf) The Indian Naval vessel “Airavat” made a brief stop

in Sri Lanka’s Port of Colombo for a visit on October 18,

before leaving the next day. The official visit of the

vessel saw Sri Lankan Naval personnel board the ship

to observe its capabilities and trial equipment to

enhance operational competence and collaboration for

maritime strength. The ship also handed over

technology and equipment which is on loan to the Sri

Lankan Navy from India to help the island nation’s

defence forces increase the scope of their activities

and train recruits at a higher operating standard. [Daily

Mirror] [All India Radio]

Indonesia-China: Investment ties and

trade industry strengthened

(ss) Indonesian President Joko Widodo and Chinese

President Xi Jinping have held discussions in Beijing on

October 17 to enhance their countries’ investment

relations, with a focus on the electric vehicle (EV)

battery and petrochemical industries.

The Indonesian government is looking to bolster its EV

battery sector and is seeking potential investments

from China for a battery ecosystem initiative.

In addition to this, Indonesia has requested China's

approval for a USD 10 billion refinery and

petrochemical complex in North Kalimantan, part of its

strategy to become the largest petrochemical producer

in Asia.

This collaboration aligns with the “Two Countries, Twin

Parks” economic corridor, which combines President
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Jokowi's vision of Indonesia as a global maritime center

and President Xi's Belt and Road Initiative.

Trade between the two nations has grown significantly,

reaching USD 133.6 billion in 2022, with various

investment agreements signed in various areas such as

defense, electric vehicles, energy security, and more.

Indonesia and China have also agreed to boost

cooperation in electric vehicles, battery manufacturing,

petrochemicals, steel production, and halal centers.

[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia-Malaysia: Agreement on

cooperation on EUDR response

(ss) Indonesia expresses its willingness to engage in

collaborative efforts with Malaysia to fight against the

European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), as

confirmed by Indonesia’s Commodities Futures Trading

Regulatory Agency (Bappebti).

Both sides are in the process of discussion about the

exact hat form of this collaboration. 

Indonesia and Malaysia are the world’s largest palm oil

producer which is place under the regulation and view

the regulation as discriminatory as it prohibits the

import of products derived from deforestation in EU

member states. The regulation entered into force in

June. [Antara News]

Indonesia-Saudi Arabia: Coordination

Council established to boost bilateral ties

(ss) Indonesian President Joko Widodo welcomed the

establishment of the Indonesia-Saudi Arabia Supreme

Coordination Council to strengthen bilateral relations.

It was launched during a meeting with Prime Minister

of Saudi Arabia Mohammed bin Salman al-Saud in

Riyadh on October 19. The meeting was part of a two-

day visit of the Indonesian president to Saudi Arabia.

The two leaders also witnessed the signing of multiple

memoranda of understanding (MoUs) on technical

cooperation between the National Standardization

Agency (BSN) and the Saudi Standards, Metrology, and

Quality Organization, on youth and sports cooperation

and halal product certification. [Antara News]
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Japan names new China ambassador

amidst diplomatic tensions

(ic) Japan has named Kasanugi Kenji, former Chief of

Asian Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as the

new ambassador to China. He will be the first

ambassador to China in seven years to not be trained

in Chinese. [Kyodo News]

This comes as tensions are raised again due to the

arrest of a Japanese businessman on charges of

espionage. An employee of Japanese pharmaceutical

manufacturer Astellas Pharma Inc., the man has been

detained since March, and China appears to be

ramping up proceedings against him in accordance

with the revised counter-espionage law that took effect

in July. [Kyodo News 2] Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokesperson Mao Ning claimed on October 23 that

the Chinese government was not aware of this

incident. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

This caused some dismay at the 19th Tokyo-Beijing

Forum that was held over October 19-20. This forum

also discussed key points of friction between the two

states, such as China’s position on the Russian war on

Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas war, as well as the

ongoing issue over the Fukushima water release.

Current Ambassador Tarumi Hideo noted that the

Japanese embassy in China still receives about 15,000

nuisance calls regarding the water release daily. While

the arrest of the Astellas employee was not explicitly

mentioned, a question about China’s “obscure” legal

system was raised at a press conference that alluded

to this incident. [Japan News] It was also noted that

China had imported virtually no seafood from Japan in

September. [Kyodo News 3]

At a banquet on October 18 that preceded the kick-off

of the Forum, PM Kishida also exhorted his Chinese

counterparts to oppose the threat and use of nuclear

weapons, echoing fears that Russia would employ

these against Ukraine. [Kyodo News 4]

Japan suspects Chinese marine survey

near Senkaku Islands

(ic) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated on October 18

that the Japan Coast Guard reported detecting the

Chinese oceanographic research vessel Xiang Yang

Hong 18 had laid something akin to a wire around

130km northeast of Taisho Island, one of the

uninhabited islets that make up the Tokyo-controlled,
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Beijing-claimed Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea.

It lamented that China had not obtained the requisite

permission to perform such a maneuver. [Kyodo News]

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan, in Japanese]

Japan-Australia Security cooperation to be

expanded

(ic) On October 19, Japan and Australia agreed to

expand defense ties further under the Reciprocal

Access Agreement that was signed in January 2022,

and came into force on August 13 [see AiR No. 2,

January/2022, 2]. [Nikkei Asian Review]

The agreement was reached when Defense Minister

Kihara Minoru and his Australian counterpart Richard

Marles met in Tokyo to discuss expanded trilateral

security cooperation amidst a growing Chinese threat

in the region.

They also discussed Australia’s planned involvement in

the US-Japan command post exercises "Yama Sakura"

from late November 2023 and "Keen Edge" in February

2024. [Kyodo News]

This agreement is designed to allow Japan to deploy its

forces in allied states and vice versa, a reversal of the

previous interpretation of the Japanese constitution

that required the Japan Self-Defense Forces to only

operate in Japan.

Japan is currently seeking to provide F-35A pilots in

Australia and Japan the opportunity to participate in

each other's exercises. [Asahi Shinbun]

Japan and US hold joint air drills to

counter air intrusions

(ic) The Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) and the

U.S. Air Force conducted bilateral training on October

17, reportedly to “enhance deterrence and response

capabilities of Japan-U.S. Alliance”. The training

featured 12 Japanese F-15 fighter aircraft, as well as

from the American side 6 F-35As, 2 B-52 strategic

bombers, and 1 KC-135 refueling aircraft. [Ministry of

Defense, Japan]

This is likely aimed at sending a deterrent signal

against recent Chinese and Russian air intrusions. On

October 13, the Joint Staff Office (JSO) released data

indicating that the Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF)

conducted 424 scrambles in total over the first half of

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jtr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jtt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jtd/


2023: 304 against Chinese aircraft and 110 against

Russian aircraft  [see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3].

Laos-China: Presidents agree to deepen

cooperation

(dql) Thongloun Sisoulith, General Secretary of the Lao

People's Revolutionary Party (LPRP) Central Committee

and Lao president and Xi Jinping, General secretary of

the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central

Committee and Chinese president, held a bilateral

meeting in Beijing on October 20 following which they

signed a 2024-2028 action plan between the CPC and

the LPRP on “building a China-Laos community with a

shared future.”

During the meeting, which was part of Thongloun’s

working visit in China following his attendance of the

Belt and Road Forum, Xi called on both sides to “tap

deeper into the potential of the China-Laos Railway”

and “steadily advance the construction of the China-

Laos Economic Corridor.”

He reaffirmed that China was willing to encourage

more investments on Laos by Chinese enterprises and

to increase the import more quality farm produce from

Laos, and expand cooperation in energy and mining.

Thongloun, for this part, reassured that Laos’

readiness “to strengthen high-level interaction with

China, advance practical cooperation on the Laos-

China Economic Corridor and other projects, and

enhance coordination and cooperation on ASEAN-

China relations and regional issues to push for new

development of bilateral relations.”

Following the meeting, the two presidents witnessed

the signing of bilateral cooperation documents in

various areas such as Belt and Road cooperation,

digital economy, media, culture, tourism, public health,

and customs inspection and quarantine. [Xinhua]

Laos-Vietnam railway project to be

launched, connecting Vientiane and Vung

Ang

(ws) A new railway project between Laos and Vietnam

is set to commence, connecting a direct rail link

between the two nations. This initiative is poised to

serve as a primary driver of economic growth and

infrastructure development in the region.
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The initial section of the railway, covering a distance of

103 kilometers from Vung Ang to Tan Ap-Mu Gia, is

anticipated to become operational by early 2027.

As an integral component of the Vientiane-Vung Ang

railway, this project will play a pivotal role in linking

Laos to regional maritime trade, strengthening

economic connections with Vietnam, and targeting

markets in China, South Korea, and Japan.

The Vientiane-Vung Ang railway, encompassing a total

length of 554.7 kilometers, will also be developed

under a public-private partnership, requiring an overall

investment of VND 149.55 trillion (USD 6.3 billion).

Upon its completion, the railway will connect Vientiane

Capital to Thakhaek district in Khammouane province,

extending to the Vietnamese border and onwards to

Vung Ang seaport along Vietnam's central coast in Ha

Tinh province. [The Star]

Indonesia, Malaysia implement joint

operation to curb smuggling in the Strait

of Malacca

(mw) A total of 170 customs personnel from Malaysia

and Indonesia have initiated the Indonesia-Malaysia

Coordinated Customs Patrol (Patkor Kastima)

operation aimed at combating smuggling activities in

the Strait of Malacca. The operation, taking place until

November 9, involves seventy customs officers from

Malaysia covering five patrol sectors from Kuala Perlis

to Penang, and one hundred officers from Indonesia

operating from Acheh to Batam. The initiative was

inaugurated at the maritime border of the two

countries by the director-generals of the Royal

Malaysian Customs Department and the Indonesian

Customs and Excise. [Bernama]

Malaysia receives special allocation of

white rice from India

(mw/lm) The Indian government has announced its

approval for the export of 170,000 metric tons of Non-

Basmati white rice to Malaysia. This decision follows a

request from Kuala Lumpur for a special quota of

white rice on a government-to-government basis,

considering the strengthened strategic partnership

and strong bilateral ties in the food and agriculture

sector. [New Straits Times]
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The move comes after India in July imposed

restrictions on the export of non-Basmati white rice

and imposed a 20 percent tax on parboiled rice earlier

this year to safeguard its domestic supply.

Malaysia is one of seven countries that will be

exempted from the rice export ban imposed by India,

with the others being Nepal, the Philippines, Ivory

Coast, Cameroon, the Republic of Guinea, and

Seychelles. In August, New Delhi had granted rice

exports to Singapore, Mauritius and Bhutan.

Malaysia’s Prime Minister discusses

situation in Gaza with Egypt’s President

(lm) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim met with

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on October 23,

with both leaders emphasizing the importance of

continuous humanitarian aid to Gaza. Notably, the two

leaders were in agreement that Western country

should exert pressure on Israel to cease its attacks on

Gaza, stating that the sufferings of Palestinians in the

region have reached a critical level. [Anadolu Ajansı]

Beyond the situation in the Middle East, the two

leaders also discussed various matters, including

bilateral trade cooperation and investment, during

their meeting and announced President El-Sisi's

planned official visit to Malaysia early next year. This

visit is significant as it marks the first visit by an

Egyptian president to Malaysia in decades.

In separate developments, Malaysia's ambassador to

the United States, Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz, has

stated that Kuala Lumpur's sympathies lie solely with

Palestine and will not change despite pressure from

Washington. He criticized the US Department of State

for expressing displeasure with Malaysia's stance,

asserting that any rational government would not

sympathize with Israel due to its perceived oppression

of Palestinians. [Malay Mail]

Police in Malaysia rescue five Filipinas

forced to work at entertainment outlets

(mw/lm) Police in Malaysia have rescued five women

from the Philippines who are believed to be victims of

human trafficking. The women, aged between 25 and

33, are suspected to have been forced to work at an

entertainment outlet in Labuan. Two individuals, one

Filipina and one local man, were arrested in
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connection with the suspected human trafficking

syndicate on the island. [Free Malaysia Today]

Saudi Arabia offers aid to boost Maldives'

development

(na) Saudi Arabia has proposed an aid package of USD

150 million for the Maldives, focusing on the

development of Velana International Airport (VIA) and

the healthcare sector. Out of this, USD 100 million will

be allocated to VIA's development, and USD 50 million

will be designated for healthcare projects. [PSM News]

The construction of a new VIA passenger terminal,

undertaken by the Bin Laden Group of Saudi Arabia, is

a notable project set to be completed in 2025.

Additionally, Saudi Arabia has recently eased travel for

Maldivians by granting e-visas and on-arrival visas,

further strengthening the diplomatic ties established

between the two nations in 1981.

Mongolian president Khurelsukh meets

with Chinese and Russian presidents in

Beijing

(ap) Mongolian president Khurelsukh Ukhnaa met with

Chinese President Xi Jinping on October 19 on the

sidelines on the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing.

The two leaders discussed the further expansion of

bilateral cooperation as they reaffirmed that

Mongolian-Chinese relations are a priority for their

countries’ respective foreign policy. Xi and Khurelsukh

agreed to work closely on advancing infrastructural

projects with Chinese grant aid, increasing the trade

volume to USD 20 billion, maintain frequent diplomatic

visits between the two countries and expand

cooperation in science, technology and environment.

The two leaders highlighted their country’s

commitment in working within the United Nation’s

framework as Mongolia and China are contributing to

achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development

Goals. [Monstsame 1] [Belt and Road Forum]

In a separate meeting with his Russian counterpart

Vladimir Putin, Khurelsukh highlighted the importance

of reducing trade barriers and implementing joint

development projects in infrastructure and energy to

strengthen Russian-Mongolian Strategic Partnership. 
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The two presidents agreed to discuss in depth the

reduction of export tariffs on agricultural products

such as wool, cashmere, and meat products at the

forthcoming meeting Mongolia-Russia

Intergovernmental Commission in Ulaanbaatar in

2024.

Under the bilateral cooperation the two heads of the

State also discussed how to enhance the efficiency of

Ulaanbaatar Railway JSC, and further expand of

Mongolian east-west railway.

Both sides agreed to support Mongolia’s energy

demands by conducting research to constructing a

hydropower plant in Mongolia and supplying the

country with fuel from Russia. [Monstsame 2]

Mongolia-South Korea: Young leaders'

meeting

(ap) A Young Leaders’ meeting of Mongolia and South

Korea was held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Mongolia on October 16, 2023.

Mongolian State Secretary Ankhbayar Nyamdorj

opened the meeting by emphasizing the strong ties

between Mongolia and South Korea, their Strategic

Partnership and the significance of youth participation

in leadership. The State Secretary expressed his hopes

that the young delegation from South Korea would

befriend young Mongolian diplomats and learn more

about the history and the culture of the country.

[Montsame]

The South Korea delegation was led by Director

General for Northeast Asian Affairs at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Choi Yong-jun. During the meeting the

participants held discussions on bilateral agreements,

cooperation and socio-economic strategies.

The two Foreign Affair Ministeries launched an

exchange program of young leaders in 2022 and the

first meeting was held in Seoul at the end of 2022.

[Unuudur]

Myanmar-Russia: Military council

designated land in Yangon for the

construction of Orthodox church

(wn) The Myanmar military has allowed Russia to

construct a Russian Orthodox church in the
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commercial hub of Yangon, which is viewed as a

significant symbol of the growing cooperation between

the two countries.

A new church will be constructed on a 1.25-acre (0.5-

hectare) piece of land with the help of the regime. The

junta media reported that they will provide the

necessary assistance to start the construction as soon

as possible. The Yangon municipality will also supply

water and electricity to the project.

Since the military coup in 2021, the regime has

developed close ties with Russia. Earlier this year,

Myanmar opened its first nuclear information center

with the support of Moscow. [The Mirror Daily] [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-China: Deputy Chief of Staff of

resistance group arrested by Chinese

police

(wn) According to sources close to the "Wa" army, Pak

Kyunphon, also known as Achan, one of the deputy

commanders of the "Wa" Unity Army (UWSA), was

arrested by the Kunming police on the Chinese side

during the first week of this month.

Chinese news reports suggest that Pao Kyunphon was

arrested in connection with online fraud operations.

The Chinese government is making a concerted effort

to combat online fraud. As a result, the UWSA area has

seen several arrests, and the UWSA has handed over

thousands of individuals involved in online fraud to the

Chinese government. According to the Public Security

Department of the Chinese government, on October

16, 2,349 Chinese nationals associated with online

fraud gangs were transferred. Currently, there are

4,666 individuals infected with this issue. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar activists call on Singapore to cut

military regime’s supply line

(dql) Myanmar activists have initiated an online

petition campaign that seeks to pressure the

government in Singapore to block the military regime’s

access to funds, arms, equipment and jet fuel.

According to the Blood Money Campaign (BMC), a

youth-ledalliance of local & international strike
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committees, CSOs, CBOs and Unions. the junta relies

on Singapore resources in waging its “campaign of

terror against civilians featuring daily indiscriminate

airstrikes, shelling, murder, torture, arbitrary

detention, rape and arson attacks.”

It has urged Singapore to impose sanctions to stop the

direct and indirect transfer of arms, dual-use goods,

technology and jet fuel to the Myanmar military. It also

demands that the city-state impose money-laundering

and related restrictions to prevent the military regime

from accessing the Singapore financial system and

mover than USD 4.5 billion in funds that belong to the

government of Myanmar.

Further Singapore is called on to speed up and

publicize ongoing investigations into domestic

companies suspected of supplying arms, dual-use

goods and technology to the Myanmar military. [The

Irrawaddy]

Nepali foreign minister to visit United

States for bilateral talks

(na) Nepal's Foreign Minister NP Saud is set to visit the

Unites States starting October 26, following an

invitation from his American counterpart Antony

Blinken. Notably, the visit marks the first at the foreign

minister's level in nearly five years, and the discussions

will encompass various aspects of bilateral relations

between Nepal and the US, including meetings with

high-ranking US officials. [The Kathmandu Post ]

Economic cooperation and partnership between the

two countries are key focuses, with the aim of fostering

trade and investment. Additionally, the visit will involve

engagements with the Nepali business community in

the US and interactions with Nepali professionals living

and working in the country.

North Korea-Russia: Ties strengthened

after Lavrov’s visit to Pyongyang

(ap) Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov was in

Pyongyang last week for a two-day visit to meet with

the North Korean leader Kim Jong to expand the

bilateral ties.

While in Pyongyang, Lavrov reiterated that the Russian

Federation is extending its solidarity and support with

North Korean values and expressed his gratitude for

North Korea’s support for Russia in the war against
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Ukraine. He also affirmed his “belief that progressive

enhancement of bilateral relations meets the interests

of both states and contributes to the strengthening of

peace and security in Northeast Asia,” adding that

Russia’s advancement of relations with China “serves

the same purpose.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia

1] [Reuters 1]

The meeting appeared as an opportunity for both

sides to further discuss implementing the agreements

from the summit in September between Vladimir Putin

and Kim Jong Un to set the stage for a future meeting

between Putin and Kim in Pyongyang with a date soon

to be decided.  [Associated Press]

Further, North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui

and Lavrov signed an agreement for exchanges in

2024-2025 for stronger ties in economy, science,

technology and culture. This marks the start of a “new

level” of cooperation between Russia and North Korea.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, North Korea] [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Russia 2] [Reuters 2]

Lavrov’s visit comes after last month Kim arrived in

Vladivostok for his first trip since COVID-19 crisis and

met with Putin to discuss weapon supplies and North

Korea’s space program [see AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4] and after last week Washington

claimed that North Korea has delivered more than

1,000 containers of military munitions for Russia, while

the Russian authorities denied the allegations [see AiR

No. 42, October/2023, 3].

Philippines sees no current, future

engagements with Taiwan, military chief

says

(lb) The Philippines does not have any military

engagements with Taiwan and does not anticipate any

in the future, as stated by the country's armed forces

chief, Romeo Brawner. While the Philippines has

expressed concerns about the risk of conflict over

Taiwan amid the geopolitical rivalry between China and

the United States, Brawner affirmed that the military is

prepared for various eventualities, though it has not

received any reports of intended attacks on Taiwan.

[Reuters]

The Philippines maintains its adherence to the "One

China Policy" but also has diplomatic ties with Taiwan

through its Manila Economic and Cultural Office,

serving as a de facto embassy in Taiwan.
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Canada launches pilot project for

streamlined worker recruitment from the

Philippines

(lb/lm) Canada has launched the CAN Work Philippines

pilot program to make it easier for Canadian

employers to hire workers from the Philippines. This

program streamlines work permit processing for

Canadian employers hiring a significant number of

workers or in critical sectors. Canada is also providing

USD 200,000 to the International Organization for

Migration (IOM) to promote fair recruitment standards

in the Philippines. [Government of Canada]

Singapore, Saudi Arabia sign seven

agreements as annual trade hits USD 12

billion

(lb) During the third session of the Saudi-Singapore

Joint Committee held in Riyadh, seven Memoranda of

Understanding were signed in various fields. These

agreements covered areas such as standardization,

investment cooperation, education, transportation,

logistics, industrial development, and health and

fitness sectors. [Arabian Business]

The two countries have a strong bilateral relationship

that spans nearly six decades, and the trade volume

between them significantly increased by around 50

percent in 2022 compared to the previous year,

reaching around USD 12 billion.

Indian External Affairs Minister concludes

visits to Vietnam, Singapore

(lb/lm) Indian External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar,

has concluded his visits to Vietnam and Singapore,

during which he engaged in substantial discussions

with his counterparts and other senior officials. These

visits aimed to strengthen New Delhi’s strategic

partnerships with both nations and foster cooperation

in various domains.

Vietnam

In the initial leg of his tour, Jaishankar paid a visit to

Vietnam from October 15-18. This visit included

substantial discussions between Minister Jaishankar

and his Vietnamese counterpart, Bui Thanh Son. The

18th India-Vietnam Joint Commission meeting, co-

chaired by the two ministers, covered various areas,
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such as political, defense, and maritime security

cooperation.

Both leaders emphasized the importance of

maintaining peace, stability, security, safety, and

freedom of navigation and aviation in the East Sea

(South China Sea), in accordance with international

law, particularly the United Nations Convention on the

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Furthermore, the two sides reaffirmed their

commitment to strengthening cooperation across

multiple domains, including science, technology, and

information. They discussed plans for the fourth

meeting of the Joint Working Group on Information

Technology and pledged to create a favorable

environment for trade and investment activities, with

the goal of increasing trade turnover to USD 20 billion.

Minister Jaishankar expressed India's support for

ASEAN's central role in the regional framework,

emphasizing ASEAN as the focal point of India's "Act

East" policy. He also invited Minister Son to visit India

to further strengthen bilateral ties. [The Indian

Express] [The Hindu]

Singapore

During his ensuing three-day visit to Singapore,

Minister Jaishankar engaged in several bilateral

discussions with the country's leaders and senior

ministers, including President Tharman

Shanmugaratnam, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister

for Finance Lawrence Wong, Minister and Coordinating

Minister for National Security Teo Chee Hean, Minister

of Foreign Affairs Vivian Balakrishnan, Minister for

Defence Dr. Ng Eng Hen, Minister of Trade and

Industry Gan Kim Yong, and Minister for Home Affairs

and Minister for Law K Shanmugam.

These discussions covered a wide range of topics,

including deepening bilateral engagement in areas

such as fintech, digitalization, the green economy, skills

development, and food security. The ministers also

acknowledged the close bilateral defense engagement

and reaffirmed their commitment to further

strengthen it. [Business Standard]

South Korea-China: Concerns raised over

repatriation of North Korean defectors in

meeting with President Xi

(tms) South Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-soo has

disclosed that he raised concerns about China's
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practice of forcibly repatriating North Korean defectors

during his meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping

last month.

The discussion occurred on the sidelines of the Asian

Games' opening ceremony in Hangzhou, China, in

September. Han emphasized the significance of this

issue without providing specific details of the

conversation.

Fears have mounted that repatriated North Korean

defectors may face human rights abuses and severe

punishments upon their return to North Korea,

particularly after the reopening of the border in August

following a three-year lockdown due to the COVID-19

pandemic.

Local human rights organizations report that around

600 North Korean defectors were forcibly repatriated

from Chinese provinces of Jilin and Liaoning shortly

after the Asian Games [see AiR No. 42, October/2023,

3]. [Yonhap]

South Korea-US: Defense firm partners to

develop advanced radar for high-altitude

drones

(tms) South Korean defense firm Huneed Technologies

has entered into a preliminary agreement with US-

based General Atomics Aeronautical Systems Inc. to

jointly develop an advanced radar system for high-

altitude observation drones.

The memorandum of understanding outlines plans to

create a radar capable of functioning at altitudes of 13

kilometers and above.

Huneed will contribute a homegrown active

electronically scanned array (AESA) antenna, known for

its ability to simultaneously detect and track multiple

targets using electronically steered radio waves.

This collaboration signifies South Korean defense

firms' increasing technological competitiveness and

their potential to become key partners with global

aeronautical defense companies.

The agreement was signed during the Seoul

International Aerospace & Defense Exhibition (ADEX)

2023. [Yonhap]
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South Korea-UK: Tariff-free trade period

extended to boost automotive industry

(tms) The UK and South Korea have agreed to extend a

period of low or zero tariffs on bilateral trade for

products incorporating EU components, providing a

significant boost to industries, notably the automotive

sector.

Without this two-year extension, British businesses

would have faced elevated tariffs on exports of goods

utilizing EU parts and products routed through the EU,

potentially impacting sectors such as food and

beverage manufacturing and automakers, leading to

higher prices for items like electric vehicles.

Annual trade between the two countries is valued at

GBP 18 billion (USD 21.9 billion), and discussions for a

new trade agreement will commence later this year,

with the current pact having been carried over from

the UK’s EU membership.

The extension of tariff-free trade provides stability and

confidence for UK businesses, contributing to the

growth of their exports to South Korea, a vital market

for British-made cars and a significant supplier of new

cars to the UK. [Reuters]

South Korea-UK: Joint high-tech military

exercises conducted to enhance

cooperation

(tms) In a bid to reinforce military cooperation, South

Korea and the United Kingdom collaborated in an 11-

day high-tech military exercise at the Korea Combat

Training Center (KCTC), situated 165 kilometers east of

Seoul.

The drills, involving over 4,000 troops, featured a

contingent from the British Army's Scots Guards and

approximately 270 pieces of combat equipment,

including tanks, helicopters, and unmanned aircraft.

Divided into separate attack and defense phases, the

exercises focused on bolstering troops' combat

capabilities, with a particular emphasis on countering

specialized counterforce units. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Botswana: Foreign ministers

discuss bilateral relations, trade

expansion

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vdtite-l-jkt/


(tms) South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin engaged

in talks with his Botswanan counterpart, Lemogang

Kwape, aimed at strengthening bilateral ties and

cooperation, with a specific focus on trade and

investment.

Minister Park emphasized Botswana's growing

significance as a new market for South Korean

industries, particularly since the African Continental

Free Trade Area took effect.

He encouraged efforts to expand trade and investment

while seeking Botswana's support for Korean

companies seeking to enter the market. Minister

Kwape expressed optimism about the prospects of

bilateral cooperation.

Minister Park further extended an invitation to

Botswana's President Mokgweetsi Masisi for the South

Korea-Africa summit planned for 2024 and sought

Botswana's support for South Korea's bid to host the

2030 World Expo in Busan, South Korea. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Saudi Arabia: Defense

industry cooperation deal nears

(tms) South Korea and Saudi Arabia are on the verge of

finalizing a substantial defense industry collaboration.

During South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's visit to

Saudi Arabia, Principal Deputy National Security

Adviser Kim Tae-hyo disclosed that discussions were in

the advanced stages.

The focus of the cooperation includes anti-aircraft

defense systems and firearms. Kim emphasized the

intention for long-term, systematic programs to

enhance Saudi Arabia's defense capabilities.

South Korea aims to leverage its defense industry

technologies to support Saudi Arabia's security while

expanding its defense industry exports.

The two leaders also discussed the Israel-Hamas

conflict, emphasizing the need to alleviate the

humanitarian crisis and regional stability, with a joint

statement on their cooperation currently being

finalized. [Yonhap]

South Korea-US: Joint anti-submarine

drills near Guam
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(tms) The navies of South Korea and the United States

have concluded a biennial anti-submarine exercise,

known as Silent Shark, in waters off Guam, a US

territory located in the Western Pacific Ocean.

The exercise was aimed at bolstering the two nations'

proficiency in anti-submarine warfare, with a focus on

countering potential North Korean threats.

South Korea's participation involved deploying a 1,800-

ton Son Won Il-class submarine and two P-3C patrol

aircraft for joint search, tracking, and attack exercises

against a simulated enemy submarine.

The drills occurred against the backdrop of heightened

tensions on the Korean Peninsula, as North Korea had

recently announced the launch of a new "tactical

nuclear attack submarine" to reinforce its nuclear

deterrence capabilities [see AiR No. 37,

September/2023, 2]. [Yonhap]

New Jersey governor seeks to strengthen

economic ties with South Korea, Japan

(tms) New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy led a

delegation on a nine-day economic mission to South

Korea and Japan, aiming to strengthen economic ties.

He highlighted the appeal of New Jersey as an

investment destination, emphasizing its high-skilled

workforce, cultural diversity, and proximity to New

York.

Governor Murphy praised the robust and deepening

alliance between the United States and South Korea,

describing South Korea as an "existentially important

ally."

New Jersey has much to offer South Korean firms, with

a strong talent pool, top-tier education institutions,

and a welcoming environment for international

residents. Over 100 South Korean companies,

including Samsung Electronics, have their North

American headquarters in New Jersey.

Governor Murphy expressed aims to bolster student

exchange programs, promote people-to-people

exchanges, and engage with pharmaceutical and tech

industry leaders for potential collaboration across

sectors.

A memorandum of understanding was signed with

Seoul to boost bilateral cooperation in several areas.

[Yonhap]
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Sri Lankan President meets with

Pakistan’s Prime Minister in Beijing

(lf) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe held a

bilateral meeting with Pakistan’s acting Prime Minister

Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on the sidelines of the third Belt

and Road Forum for International Cooperation in

Beijing on October 17. [Daily Mirror] [The Diplomatic

Insight] 

Both leaders discussed a range of topics, including

their nations’ similar economic challenges which have

driven them both to seek support and assistance from

the International Monetary Fund. They also highlighted

areas where both nations could cooperate to tackle

challenging conditions, including poverty and

economic development.

A key topic of discussion was the current developing

situation within Gaza, between Israel and the Hamas

paramilitary force who holds political authority within

the territory. Both leaders shared concerns about the

harm being done to innocent civilians and encouraged

the opening of a humanitarian corridor to ensure that

food, medicines and other essential supplies could

pass into the region. They further iterated their

commitments to a two-state solution along the 1967

borders, and encouraged all sides to negotiate a

settlement and to embrace a ceasefire. 

President Tsai Ing-wen receives Belgian

parliamentary delegation

(jr) President Tsai Ing-wen, on October 18, stated that

“Taiwan is committed to deepening partnership with

Belgium to foster regular cooperation and enhance

mutual development.”

The Taiwanese President Tsai made remarks during a

meeting with a cross-parliamentary delegation led by

Els van Hoof, the chairman of the Belgian Chamber of

Representatives and the foreign affairs committee and

co-chair of the Belgium-Taiwan Parliamentary

Friendship Group and the inter-parliamentary alliance

in China.

Tsai Ing-Wen also used the opportunity to thank the

Belgian government for supporting Taiwan’s bid to join

the World Health Assembly for three consecutive years

and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for advocating and

maintaining the status quo.
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In light of the close cooperation between Taiwan and

Belgium in areas of offshore wind infrastructure and

the semiconductor industry, Tsai affirmed that “the

two sides will also expand collaboration into cyber

security.”

Returning in kind, van Hoof, stressed that "Taiwan and

Belgium share universal values of democracy, respect

for human rights, and the rule of law, and that such

strong two-way ties are evident in the business

cooperation worth over 3 billion USD in last year's

multi-projects.

Van Hoof also highlighted the concerns about China’s

increasing incursions into Taiwanese airspace and the

Taiwan Straits median line, adding that her visit was

intended to show solidarity between Belgium and

Taiwan. [Taiwan Today]

Taiwan-Lithuania: Ties to be

strengthened  

(dql) A Lithuanian parliamentary delegation, that is led

by Speaker of the Lithuanian parliament Viktorija

Čmilytė-Nielsen and included business representatives

is visiting Taiwan this week. It marks the first visit by a

speaker of the Lithuanian parliament.

During a meeting on October 24, President Tsai Ing-

wen referred to the government’s Central and Eastern

European Investment Fund as a source to deepen

bolster economic and trade ties with the Baltic country

as well as to “values of freedom and democracy,”

shared by both sides, before reaffirming that based on

“mutual trust,” and “combined efforts,”  Taiwan and

Lithuania “will undoubtedly strengthen each other's

economic resilience, further deepen our partnership,

and make an even greater contribution to global peace

and prosperity.”

Calling “good cooperation and strengthening the ties

with Taiwan,” a priority for her country and

acknowledging “certain progress” in bilateral

cooperation, Čmilytė-Nielsen, for her part, pointed at

“untapped potential is business and economy,” and

cited the sectors of semiconductors, laser

technologies, and other high added-value sectors.

[Office of the President, Taiwan]

Speaking at a press conference a day earlier, Čmilytė-

Nielsen emphasized that Lithuania’s achievements in

expanding economic, people and other ties with

Taiwan was “not directed against any country,” in an

apparent reference to China. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan-US: Bill on double taxation

submitted to House of Representatives

and Senate

(dql) Four members of the US Congress has introduced

a bill that seeks to ease the burden of double taxation

on American and Taiwanese businesses and

individuals operating in each other's country.

This is the latest sign in growing economic cooperation

between Washington and Taiwan. [Taipei Times]

In June, the two sides signed an initial agreement

under the US-Taiwan Initiative on 21st Century Trade,

which will strengthen and streamline trade relations

between the two countries. The deal represents the

first iteration of a trade partnership that will later be

expanded to cover more topics, such as agriculture

and digital trade [see AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1]

Taiwan-US: Meeting between President

Tsai and New Jersey Governor Murphy

(jr) New Jersey Governor Philip Murphy led a 40-

member delegation to meet President Tsai Ing-wen on

October 20. The meeting was part of an unannounced

visit to Taiwan.

During their talks, Tsai affirmed her commitment to

continuing elevating bilateral trade relations, with the

hope that Taiwan and New Jersey will expand

collaboration in information and communication

technology, healthcare biotechnology, and green

energy and work together to build stable global supply

chains and even closer bilateral partnerships.

New Jersey is a significant hub of critical industries in

biotechnology and telecommunications technology

and an essential gateway for the US East Coast

markets, with many Taiwanese businesses that see

New Jersey as a good investment and expansion

opportunity in the American economy.

Governor Murphy, for his part, highlighted the strong

economic ties between New Jersey and Taiwan that

stood at USD 4 billion a year, adding that the US state

will launch an Asia-Pacific economic and trade office in

Taipei. [The Office of The President of the Republic of

China (Taiwan)] [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan-US: Foreign Minister Wu meets AIT

Chair Rosenberger

(jr) Taiwanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Joseph Wu

hosted a banquet on 17 October, welcoming the

American Institute in Taiwan with Chairman Chair

Laura Rosenberger and thanking her for her support

and close friendship with Taiwan.

Taiwan’s foreign minister Wu stated that “Taiwan-US

ties were currently stronger than they had ever been.”

He also noted the gradual advancement of all the

fronts regarding interactions and exchanges between

both nations.

Minister Wu said, “he looked forward to building on the

solid foundation of Taiwan-US relations to work with

like-minded nations and jointly contribute to the

international community”.

Chair Rosenberger gave a consolatory and mutual

statement that the United States' relationship and

commitment to Taiwan is rock-solid in principles and

ideology between both nations and that there is

significant bilateral support for the operation.

She also stated that Taiwan is critical for peace and

security in the Indo-Pacific region and the global

economy and is a beacon of democracy and stressed

the importance of strengthening relations with Taiwan

in various areas. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of

China]

Taiwan reports 13 Chinese Air Force

planes in its air defense zone

(jr) The Taiwanese Defense Ministry stated that it had

detected 13 Chinese Air Force planes entering Taiwan’s

air defense zone on 19 October.

The flight includes Chinese fighter jets, drones, and

accompanying Chinese warships, with the Chinese

stating they were carrying out “combat patrols and

drills.” [Reuters]

Thailand to swap Chinese submarine with

frigate after troubled deal

(nt/ws/lm) Thailand’s Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang

has announced that the Royal Thai Navy has opted to

change its procurement plan, shifting to purchasing a
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frigate from China instead of a submarine due to

issues related to the submarine deal. [ThaiPBSWorld]

[Reuters]

Thailand had initially agreed to buy three Yuan Class

S26T submarines from China with German-made

diesel engines. However, Germany prohibited the use

of its engines for Chinese military exports, leading to

delays in the deal. Despite several rounds of

negotiations to replace the engines with Chinese-made

equipment, no conclusive agreement has been

reached.

The new Thai government, which took office last

month, has proposed buying a frigate instead of a

submarine during Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's

recent visit to Beijing [see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3].

China is said to be considering this alternative

proposal. The defense minister mentioned that further

discussions on this new plan would take place next

month.

The previous Thai government had already paid USD

193.7 million for the submarine purchase, and the deal

had attracted criticism from the opposition and critics

who questioned its necessity and whether it served the

public interest. Against the backdrop of the latest

development, the opposition-controlled House

committee on national security has vowed to carefully

scrutinize the navy’s decision, saying the deal puts the

government at disadvantage. [Bangkok Post]

Thai Prime Minister touts advantages of

‘Land Bridge’ project for Chinese investors

(bk/lm) Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has

invited Chinese cooperations to invest in the so-called

“Land Bridge” project in the country’s south, saying it

will serve as a crucial shipping route connecting the

Indian and Pacific oceans, complementing the Straits

of Malacca. Additionally, he highlighted the potential

for Chinese investors to establish factories in the

region for manufacturing goods to be distributed to

various countries. [Thai PBS World]

The land bridge project, first mooted by the

government in 2020, aims to link Chumphon province

on the Gulf of Thailand coast with Ranong province on

the Andaman Sea coast through a road and rail

system, shortening the transit distance for cargo and

saving approximately four days compared to the

Straits of Malacca route. The project, which has been

estimated to cost USD 35.6 billion, is part of the

Southern Economic Corridor development program
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and is expected to be completed by 2039. [Channel

NewsAsia]

Speaking at the at the Thailand-China Investment

Forum in Beijing on October 19, Prime Minister Srettha

emphasized the importance of the Land Bridge project

in supporting China's Belt and Road Initiative and

enhancing economic development in Thailand.

He also discussed bilateral trade in agricultural

products and proposed the establishment of a cattle

screening facility in China to facilitate exports from

Thailand. Furthermore, the prime minister proposed

the construction of another bridge across the Mekong

River, connecting Thailand's Nong Khai province with

Vientiane in Laos, to facilitate the export of Thai goods

to China via Laos and vice versa.

120 Thai scam victims await repatriation

from Myanmar

(lm) Thai and Burmese authorities are coordinating

efforts to repatriate 120 Thai nationals who were

allegedly enticed by an internet-based gang to work in

Myanmar's northern Shan state, near the border with

China. The precise nature of their employment

remains unclear. [Bangkok Post]

Russian President Vladimir Putin to visit

Thailand

(ws/lm) Russian President Vladimir Putin has accepted

an invitation to visit Thailand, according to an

announcement made by Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin, but timing of Putin's visit has not been

confirmed yet. The invitation was extended during

their meeting in Beijing, where they were attending the

Third Belt and Road Forum for International

Cooperation. [Benar News]

Thailand has sought to maintain a neutral stance in the

Russia-Ukraine conflict and has a mixed voting record

in the United Nations regarding the Russian invasion.

Importantly, the country is not a state party to the

Rome Statute, under which the International Criminal

Court issued an arrest warrant against Putin for his

alleged role in crimes committed in Ukraine.

Prior to the meeting between Srettha and Putin, the

Thai cabinet approved a temporary extension of the

visa-free stay for Russian tourists in the country,

allowing them to stay for up to 90 days from
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November 1 onwards. This decision is aimed at

stimulating tourism, particularly as the Russian winter

approaches, motivating people to travel to Thailand to

escape the extreme cold. [ThaiPBSWorld 1]

Concurrently, Deputy Minister and Energy Minister

Pirapan Salirathavibhaga engaged in discussions with a

Russian delegation regarding the provision of

affordable energy to Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Prime Minister Srettha's approach to attracting foreign

investment and strengthening economic ties has

received mixed reactions domestically. While some

critics view it as undignified or desperate, others see it

as a necessary step for Thailand to remain competitive

in the global economy.

Chinese firm express interest in high-

speed railway in Vietnam

(km/lm) China Communications Construction Co. Ltd.

(CCCC) has expressed interest in investing in major

infrastructure projects in Vietnam, including the north-

south high-speed railway. Vietnam encourages such

investments but also seeks expertise sharing and

technology transfer from CCCC. [VnExpress

International]

CCCC, which has been operating in Vietnam since

1996, has successfully completed multiple projects in

the country. They are now keen on the North-South

High-Speed Railway, which would span over 1,500 km

with an investment of over USD 61.6 billion. The

project is a "backbone" axis connecting urban railways,

economic centers, seaports, airports, and international

borders.

The Chinese construction giant is also reportedly

working on other projects, including the expansion of

the Ho Chi Minh City Expressway and the Ho Chi Minh

City - Moc Bai, Dong Dang - Tra Linh Expressway along

the Chinese border.

Vietnam-Russia Inter-Parliamentary

Cooperation holds second session; Putin

to visit Vietnam in near future

(km) President Vo Van Thuong welcomed Russian State

Duma Chairman Vyacheslav Vichtorovich Volodin and a

delegation to Vietnam, co-chairing the 2nd session of

the Vietnam-Russia Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation
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Committee. The visit aimed to deepen relations

between the two countries and create a strong

impetus for bilateral cooperation. (thanhnien.vn)

In separate developments, during the recent Belt and

Road Forum in Beijing, Russian President Vladimir

Putin accepted an invitation from Vietnamese

President Vo Van Thuong to visit the Southeast Asian

nation in the near future. Although no specific date for

Putin's visit has been set, both leaders expressed

interest in deepening cooperation in various sectors,

including trade, security, and defense. [Reuters]

Vietnam, France to boost cooperation in

security, trade, energy transition

(km) General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong of the

Communist Party of Vietnam and French President

Emmanuel Macron held a high-level phone

conversation to commemorate the 50th anniversary of

diplomatic ties and the 10th anniversary of their

Strategic Partnership. They emphasized the

importance of their partnership and discussed various

areas of cooperation. (thanhnien.vn)

Trong praised France's reforms and global role,

expressing gratitude for their support during Vietnam's

COVID-19 response. He highlighted Vietnam's post-

pandemic recovery and foreign policy principles. Both

leaders stressed peace, friendship, and cooperation,

particularly in the South China Sea.

Furthermore, the two leaders celebrated the

comprehensive development of their partnership and

shared views on international issues, while also

committing to expanding cooperation in defense,

economy, trade, investment, energy, culture, and

education. Macron, on his part, supported Vietnam's

EU cooperation and accepted an invitation to visit

Vietnam.

 

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

27 October 2023 @ 3:00 – 5:00 pm (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

CPG Online expert talk on peace and

security in Asia

“The Pig-butchering Crisis: Transnational

Crime as a Growing Threat to Global

Security and Implications for Southeast

Asia”

This online expert talk will explore the factors that

have enabled the pig-butchering crisis, and the threats

to regional and global security posed by this crisis.

Furthermore, it will also review some of the steps

taken at the regional and international level to

respond, as well as examine other ways to address the

growing global security threats from transnational

organized crime. 

For details, see [CPG].

25 October 2023 @ at 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT+2),

Bruegel, Belgium

How to de-risk dependence on China

while decarbonizing

One of the most important topics still raising its

actuality is environmental issues, especially when they

closely interrelated with the economic area. The

discussion proposes to consider China`s

decarbonisation plans as ones among the most

consequential for the world to reflect upon. The

experts will explore such matters: (1) where China

stands in its decarbonisation plans as well as its ability

to produce enough renewable for its own needs, while
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continuing to dominate export markets; (2) options for

the EU to de-risk from excessive dependence on China

for its decarbonization; (3) a proposal for a

decarbonisation partnership to create a

supplementary supply chain for renewables.

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel].

25 October 2023 @ 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies),  USA

Analyzing the Role of Blockchain

Technology in Strengthening Democratic

Institutions

The aim of the conversation is to examine the potential

of blockchain technology in connection to

opportunities and challenges associated with

supporting democracy, preventing disinformation, and

combating corruption around the world.  

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

25 October 2023 @ 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House,  UK

Does American power have staying

power?

The discussion will be dedicated to the issue having

impact on the stability of world`s economic, as well as

political relationships. It is about real power of the

United States of America as a central actor in the

international arena.

Learn more about the event at [Chatham House].

25 October 2023 @ 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Dialogue,  USA

Building Economic Resilience—Japan’s

Evolving Approach to Engagement with

Latin America

The experts will delve into the relationships and

partnership of Japan and Latin America. Thus, such

questions are planned to be cover during the

discussion: (1) how is Japanese engagement with the

region evolving to accommodate shifting global and
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regional conditions? (2) what are the possibilities for

enhanced Japan-Latin America cooperation on issues

of shared concern, including food security, economic

resilience, and the integrity of democratic institutions?

(3) in what sectors and countries has Japan’s

involvement been most supportive of Latin America’s

economic and political objectives to date, and can

these examples be replicated in other parts of the

region?

Learn more about the event at [The Dialogue].

26 October 2023 @ 9:25 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

The Dialogue, USA

Seventh Annual Latin America Energy

Conference – Shaping a New Era of Energy

Systems

The conference will focus on gaining momentum of

Latin America in the energy field. The speakers will

discuss the impact it will have on the countries over

the world and economic consequences of it.

Learn more about the event at [The Dialogue].

26 October 2023 @ 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish

Institut For Internationale Studier (DIIS), Denmark

Governing climate change adaptation:

Lessons from the ground

The event will be devoted to the environment issues –

the attention will be paid to undermining of livelihoods

and economies by climate change. The experts will try

to find the answer which challenges people can expect

for and how people should adapt to such changes.

Learn more about the event at [DIIS].

26 October 2023 @ 3:30 – 4:45 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish

Institut For Internationale Studier (DIIS), Denmark

Deeply immersed: Taking stock of South

China Sea developments

The seminar will accent on recent developments in the

South China Sea, including near-collision incidents

between US and Chinese vessels, the standoff between
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China and the Philippines around the Second Thomas

Shoal and China's publication of an updated official

map denoting its claims in the South China Sea.

Learn more about the event at [DIIS].

26 October 2023 @ 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. (GMT-7), Asia

Society (Seattle), USA

G20, Vision India@2047 and India’s Ascent

as a Global Power

The topic of the event will be India and its future,

especially in the economic field. Also, there will be

discussed the strategies and priorities of the state in

the geopolitical area. Thus, particular attention will be

paid to the partnerships of India – both present and

further.

Learn more about the event at [Asia Society]

.

26 October 2023 @ at 9 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Balancing global engagement and

domestic growth: Iraq’s future in an

evolving

The discussion will accent on the role of Iraq for

international community. The panelists will consider

the future of the state through the prisms of

sociopolitical, economic, security, and environmental

factors.

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

26 October 2023 @ 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. (GMT-7),

Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies,

USA

The Market for Healthcare in Low Income

Countries

The event will delve into the important topic relating to

everyone – healthcare. The focus will be made on the

issues of and possible solutions for this area in low-

income countries, particularly attention will be paid to

the reasons for the low quality of care: low levels of
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medical knowledge and low market incentives to invest

effort.

Learn more about the event at [Freeman Spogli

Institute for International Studies].

26 October 2023 @ 2:00 – 4:30 p.m. (GMT+8),

Philippine Institute for Development Studies,

Philippines

Probing Healthcare Disparities: Trends

and Insights Based on PhilHealth 2018-

2021 Data

The event will reveal the topic of healthcare in the

Philippines.  There will be covered the health service

coverage and financial risk protection of Philippine

Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth) members

and dependents. The study will be presented is one of

the first researches to use PhilHealth data on

insurance claims, membership, and accredited facilities

from 2018 to 2021, combined with auxiliary datasets

from the Department of Health (DOH), Philippine

Statistics Authority, and Washington-based Institute for

Health Metrics and Evaluation to identify location-

specific trends and insights.  It reveales glaring

differences across different subpopulations in terms of

population coverage, facility coverage, service

coverage, and financial protection.

Learn more about the event at [PIDS].

27 October 2023 @ at 2:45 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

A conversation with Deputy Assistant

Secretary Dawson on Indo-Pacific strategy

The conversation will cover security area – there will be

discussed the possibility to create new architecture in

the mentioned field. Also, there will be outlined

variants of new partnerships and development of

existing ones – for instance, the discussion is going to

cover the concept of “diplomatic variable geometry” to

capture the US approach to the new era.

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].
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31 October 2023 @ 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),  USA

Unpacking Recent Developments in the

Chinese Military: What's Happening

within the PLA?

The discussion will cover significant developments

within the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

Also, there will be considered the matters of the

implications of the internal dynamics on PLA

modernization, operations, and activities, as well as

the ways it can this impact U.S.-China relations as well

as China’s relations with its neighbors.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

31 October 2023 @ 10:00 – 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic and International Studies

(CSIS), USA

Energy Security: A Discussion with

Norwegian Minister Terje Aasland

The topic of energy security is one of the most

considerable nowadays because of the challenges

upcoming as a result of the Russian full-scale invasion

to Ukraine. The focus of the discussion will be directed

to new solutions in the energetic field and analyzing

Norway as an actor gaining momentum.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

31 October 2023 @ 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

China’s Critical Mineral Investments in

Africa

The event will highlight one of the spheres on Chinese

economy – the mineral investments. In conjunction

with it, there will be considered the economic

relationship between China and Africa.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

Recent book releases
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Seb Rumsby, Development in Spirit: Religious

Transformation and Everyday Politics in Vietnam’s

Highlands, University of Wisconsin Press, 224 pages,

published June 30, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Stuart Stevens, The Conspiracy to End America: Five

Ways My Old Party Is Driving Our Democracy to

Autocracy, Twelve, 220 pages, published October 10,

2023, reviewed in [The Guardian].

Robert D. Kaplan, The Tragic Mind: Fear, Fate, and

the Burden of Power, Yale University Press, 152 pages,

published January 17, 2023. The book is reviewed in

[Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

invites paper proposals for its 2024 conference on

“Technological Change and International Law,” to be

held on September 5-6, 2024, in Vilnius, Lithuania. The

deadline for abstract submission is January 31, 2024.

For more information, see [ESIL].

Essex Law School invites paper proposals for its

seminar on “The Challenges of International Law-

Making for the Use of Information and

Communication Technologies,” to be held on

December 12, 2023.  The deadline for abstract

submission is October 31, 2023. For more information,

see [University of Essex].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-, or

East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted until open until filled. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a National Project Coordinator to be

based in Beirut, Lebanon. Applications are accepted

until October 31, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Specialist to be based in New

Delhi, India. Applications are accepted until November

1, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Head of Exploration to be based in

not specified. Applications are accepted until October

28, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Finance Assistant to be based in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Applications are accepted

until October 31, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a National Civil Engineer to be based

in Dili, East Timor. Applications are accepted until

October 31, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Driver to

be based in not specified. Applications are accepted

until October 31, 2023. More information is provided

as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Communications Officer to be based in Mogadishu,

Somalia. Applications are accepted until October 31,

2023. More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Budget &

Programming Assistant to be based in Sri Lanka.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Logistics Assistant to be based in Tanzania.

Applications are accepted until October 29, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Human

Resources Associate to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Program Officer, to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam.

Applications are accepted until October 30, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Chief Field Office, to be based in Pemba,

Mozambique. Applications are accepted until October

31, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].
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The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

Budget Officer, to be based in Moldova. Applications

are accepted until October 30, 2023. More information

is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultant, to be based in United Kingdom and

Remote Work. Applications are accepted until October

30, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Internal Program Officer, to be based in Lebanon.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Roster of Administrative Assistants, to be based in

India. Applications are accepted until November 7,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Roster of Surveillance Medical Officer, to be based

in India. Applications are accepted until November 7,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Assistant Electrician, to be based in Brazzaville,

Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until

October 31, 2023. More information is provided as

[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Program Assistant, to be based in Cairo, Egypt.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Procurement Assistant, to be based in Yangon,

Myanmar. Applications are accepted until November 7,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Assistant Secretary-General to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Deputy Secretary-General to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Administrative Assistant to be based in Jerusalem,

Israel. Applications are accepted until November 14,

2023. More information is provided as [UN].
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The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Driver

and Support Services Assistant to be based in

Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until

November 14, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Data

Analyst to be based in Al Hudaydah, Yemen.

Applications are accepted until October 28, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Marketing Analyst, to be based in United

Kingdom and Ireland . Applications are accepted until

October 29, 2023. More information is provided as

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Caseworker, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 18, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Casework Coordinator, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 18, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Client Benefits Coordinator, to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until December 18,

2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Healthcare Assistant, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 16, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Programme Officer, to be based in Cairo, Egypt.

Applications are accepted until November 7, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Programme Associate, to be based in Rome, Italy.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Office Assistant, to be based in Rome, Italy.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Administration Specialist, to be based in

Mongolia. Applications are accepted until October 31,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Partnerships Specialist, to be based in Rome, Italy.

Applications are accepted until November 17, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Consultant, to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until October

30, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Administrative Assistant, to be

based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are

accepted until November 14, 2023. More information

is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Project Coordinator, to be based in

Paris, France and Panama City, Panama. Applications

are accepted until October 30, 2023. More information

is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Environmental Management

Analyst, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications

are accepted until October 30, 2023. More information

is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Associate Programme

Management Officer, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until November 29, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Project Management Support

Officer, to be based in not specified. Applications are

accepted until October 31, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].         

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Consultant, to be based in Remote

Work. Applications are accepted until October 31,

2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Deputy Project Manager, to be

based in Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are

accepted until October 31, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Advisor, to be based in Kathmandu,

Nepal. Applications are accepted until October 31,

2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS].
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The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Management Analyst,

to be based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are

accepted until October 31, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The World Bank (WB) seeks an IT Analyst, to be

based in Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until

November 3, 2023. More information is provided as

[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Financial

Officer, to be based in Washington DC, United States.

Applications are accepted until October 30, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Procurement

Specialist, to be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Consultant, to be

based in Moroni, Comoros. Applications are accepted

until October 30, 2023. More information is provided

as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Social Development, to

be based in Guinea-Bissau. Applications are accepted

until October 30, 2023. More information is provided

as [WB].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a

Senior Administrator, to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided as [ILO].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a

Finance and Administrative Assistant, to be based

in Cairo, Egypt. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided as [ILO].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a

National Project Officer, to be based in Cairo, Egypt.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [ILO].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a

National Project Coordinator, to be based in Kyiv,

kraine. Applications are accepted until not specified.

More information is provided as [ILO].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) seeks a

Human Resources Assistant, to be based in Bangkok,

Thailand. Applications are accepted until not specified.

More information is provided as [ILO].
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University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong is inviting

applications for an Assistant Lecturer in the School

of Humanities. Application submission deadline is

April 30, 2024. For more details, see [University of

Hong Kong].

Department of Mathematics at Rowan University in

New Jersey, United States is inviting applications for a

Lecturer. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Rowan University].

Georgia State University in Georgia, United States is

inviting applications for an Instructor in

Environmental Science. Application submission

deadline is July 31, 2024. For more details, see [Georgia

State University]

Virginia Commonwealth University College of

Humanities and Sciences in Virginia, United States is

inviting applications for an adjunct faculty.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Virginia Commonwealth University].

The University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong is inviting

applications for a Global Academic Fellow in the

Department of Law. Application submission deadline

is December 15, 2023. For more details, see [University

of Hong Kong]

Marian University in Indiana, United States is inviting

applications for an Associate Professor of

Psychology. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Marian University].       

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

International Relations. Application submission

deadline is October 25, 2023. For more details, see

[Texas Southern University].

Syracuse University’s School of Information Studies

in New York, United States is inviting applications for

an Associate Teaching Professor or Professor of

Practice in Information Studies. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Syracuse University].

Department of Political Science at Auburn

University in Alabama, United States is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor in American

Politics. Application submission deadline is open until

filled. For more details, see [Auburn University].

School of Science at Buena Vista University in Iowa,

United States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of Agricultural Science. Application
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submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Buena Vista University].               

Syracuse University School of Architecture in New

York, United States is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor in the History of Architecture.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Syracuse University].

University of Missouri, in Missouri, United States is

inviting applications for an Associate or Professor of

Economics. Application submission deadline is open

until filled. For more details, see [University of

Missouri].

Texas Christian University in Texas, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Rhetoric and Composition. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see [Texas

Christian University].

Department of Geography at Virginia Tech in

Virginia, United States is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor. Application submission deadline

is not specified. For more details, see [Virginia Tech].

Duke Kunshan University in China is inviting

applications for a Faculty Position in International

Relations. Application submission deadline is open

until filled. For more details, see [Duke Kunshan

University].

Benedictine University in Illinois, United States is

inviting applications for an Adjunct. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Benedictine University].

Georgetown University in Qatar is inviting

applications for an Associate Professor or Professor

in American Politics. Application submission deadline

is not specified. For more details, see [Georgetown

University].

Syracuse University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Instructor. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Syracuse University].

San Jose State University in California, United States

is inviting applications for an Associate Professor.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [San Jose State University].

Whitman College in Washington, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
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Politics. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Whitman College].

European Judicial Training Network is accepting

applications for a HR Partner based in Brussels,

Belgium until not specified. More information can be

found at [EJTN].

European Telecommunications Network Operators'

Association is accepting applications for a

Communications Manager based in Brussels,

Belgium until November 2, 2023. More information can

be found at [ETNO].

Bundesverband Öffentlicher Banken Deutschlands

is accepting applications for an Office Manager based

in Brussels, Belgium until not specified. More

information can be found at [VÖB].

Specialised Nutrition Europe is accepting

applications for a Regulatory & Scientific Manager

based in Brussels, Belgium until October 25, 2023.

More information can be found at [SNE].

FuelsEurope is accepting applications for a Policy

Advisor based in Brussels, Belgium until not specified.

More information can be found at [FuelsEurope].

European Stability Mechanism is accepting

applications for a HR Legal Counsel based in

Luxembourg until November 5, 2023. More

information can be found at [ESM].

ThyssenKrupp AG is accepting applications for a

Senior Professional Packaging Policy based in

Brussels, Belgium until October 1, 2023. More

information can be found at [ThyssenKrupp AG].

Council of Europe Development Bank is accepting

applications for Interns based in Paris, France until

November 5, 2023. More information can be found at

[CEB].

European Federation of National Organisations

Working with the Homeless is accepting applications

for a Housing Policy Officer based in Brussels,

Belgium until November 3, 2023. More information can

be found at [FEANTSA].

European Investment Bank is accepting applications

for a Senior Investment Officer based in Luxembourg

until October 27, 2023. More information can be found

at [EIB].

Air University is accepting applications for a

Professor of Strategy based in Maxwell AFB,
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Montgomery until not specified. More information can

be found at [Air University].

University of Pennsylvania is accepting applications

for an Assistant Professor in Race and Ethnic

Politics based in Philadelphia, PA until open until filled.

More information can be found at [University of

Pennsylvania].

Texas Southern University is accepting applications

for an Assistant Professor of International

Relations based in Houston, TX until October 25, 2023.

More information can be found at [Texas Southern

University].

Tuskegee University is accepting applications for an

Assistant Professor of Political Science based in

Tuskegee, AL until October 31, 2023. More information

can be found at [Tuskegee University].

Lafayette College is accepting applications for an

Assistant Professor of Comparative Politics or

International Relations based in Easton until open

until filled. More information can be found at

[Lafayette College].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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