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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Lebanon’s and

Suriname’ Independence Day and Mongolia’s Republic

Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

 Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Mixed economic data for October

in wake of massive housing market

intervention

(ms) According to Bloomberg reports, the Chinese

government plans to inject USD 137 billion in new

funds into the debt-ridden housing market, which

continues to cast doubt on the stability of the Chinese

economy despite positive developments in consumer

spending and industrial activity in October.

According to data for October from the National

Bureau of Statistics of China, retail sales of consumer

goods grew by 7.6 percent year-on-year and 2.1

percent compared to September, exceeding forecasts.

Industrial production also grew by around 4.6 percent

in the same period, 0.1 percentage points higher than



in September. In general, observers are assuming that

the economic growth target of around 5 percent for

2023 will be achieved with relative certainty in view of

the economic data.

However, as in previous months, during which a large

part of the Chinese economy has recovered from

almost three years of zero COVID, albeit much more

slowly than expected, the Chinese housing market

continues to pose challenges as a persistent area of

concern.   

Investment in the real estate sector fell again in

October by 9.3 percent, confirming the belief of

experts that further stimulus from the Chinese

government is required. According to information that

has not yet been officially confirmed, this assessment

is also shared by the Chinese government, which is

said to be planning to provide USD 137 billion and new

funds for low-cost financing for the renovation of

urban villages and for affordable housing programs.

The People’s Bank of China (PBOC), China’s central

bank, is to gradually inject the funds via policy banks,

with the money ultimately flowing to households for

the purchase of residential property. [Bloomberg 1]

[Bloomberg 2] [National Bureau of Statistics]

For a discussion of the potential for social unrest in

China stemming from customer impatience in light of

20 million unfinished and delayed pre-sold homes,

requiring USD 440 billion for completion, see [CNN].

China: Alibaba loses USD 22 billion in

market value amid cloud spin-off plans

halt

(ms/ga) Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. faced a substantial

setback, losing over USD 22 billion in market value

after abandoning its plans to spin off and list its USD

11 billion cloud business, in the wake of on-going US

sanction against the Chinese high-tech sector.

The Biden administration’s curbs on exports of chips

critical for Alibaba’s cloud services, used in artificial

intelligence and high-end computing, contributed to

the strategic rethink. The company also suspended the

listing of its popular grocery business, Freshippo.

The Chinese e-commerce giant’s decision comes just

six months after the company unveiled its plan to split

into six independently operating companies at the end

of March, which was interpreted at the time as a sign
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of the end of Chinese government’s two-year tech

crackdown [see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1].

The abrupt reversal has alarmed investors, leading to a

10 percent slide in Alibaba’s shares in Hong Kong,

marking the most significant drop in over a year.

Alibaba is currently navigating challenges, including

recovering from the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic,

responding to China's tech industry crackdown, and

facing increased competition in the e-commerce

sector.

The halt in the spin-off reflects a need for the company

to focus on providing cash for investments in the

evolving AI-driven landscape. Analysts speculate that

other factors, such as the slowing growth and market

share loss of Alibaba’s cloud business, along with

alleged security violations, may have influenced the

decision.

The Biden administration’s trade restrictions, aimed at

preventing the Chinese government from obtaining

advanced chips for military applications, have begun

affecting private-sector entities like Alibaba and

Tencent which articulate similar struggles. [Bloomberg]

[CNBC]

Tencent, the world’s largest video game vendor,

meanwhile, has unveiled that the company had

purchased a huge stockpile of US Nvidia artificial

intelligence (AI) computer processors before US

restrictions on their export to China came into force on

October 25. The US had put export controls on several

AI semiconductors in an effort prevent them from

being used for the advancement of the Chinese

military [see AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5].

Tencent’s president Martin Lau looked to assuage

concerns about Tencent’s business model by noting

that the size of its semiconductor stockpile is such that

it can continue to operate important projects for “at

least a couple more generations.” He added that

Tencent was going to need to begin using

semiconductor chips made in China over time,

however. 

Despite optimism about its ability to adapt, Lau

highlighted that the chip restrictions will limit Tencent’s

cloud services business going forward. Similarly,

Alibaba noted that its cloud services business will be

impacted.

Both companies are looking for technical workarounds

to facilitate cloud services, including the use of

domestically produced for less-intensive processing.
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Tencent and Alibaba, along with Baidu, another major

Chinese multinational technology company specializing

in Internet-related services, products, and artificial

intelligence, are estimated to have collectively spent

more than USD 5 billion on 100,000 Nvidia

semiconductor chips in advance of the imposition of

US export controls. 

Nvidia, which has recently supplied 90 percent of the

Chinese market for AI chips, is working to update the

AI chips it sells in China in response to the US

restrictions and is expecting those to roll out soon.

[Business Insider] [SCMP] [Reuters]

China: Unveiling of world’s fastest

internet network with 1.2 terabits-per-

second bandwidth

(ms) A collaboration of Huawei Technologies and China

Mobile, joined by Tsinghua University and research

provider Cernet.com, has introduced what they claim

to be the world’s fastest internet network.

The 3000-kilometer network, stretching from Beijing to

the southern region, achieves, according to them, a

“stable and reliable” bandwidth of 1.2 terabits per

second, surpassing global standards by several times.

Initiating trials on July 31, the network has successfully

passed various tests, marking a significant

technological milestone.

Tsinghua University emphasizes that the project is a

first for China’s technological industry as it is

developed entirely with homegrown technology and

thereby would underscores the nation's commitment

to innovation.

The launch comes just a few months after Huawei, a

major contributor, announced its new smartphone

with a 5G-capable processor in early September -

despite imposed US-led sanctions that were intended

to exclude China from the tools and products needed

to develop those, sowing uncertainty about how China

was able to circumvent those sanctions to obtain 5G

processor technology [see AiR No. 36,

September/2023, 1]. 

It should be noted that the reported internet

performance data has not yet been verified, but if true

and based solely on Chinese technology, this would be

a major achievement for the heavily sanctioned

Chinese technology sector. [Bloomberg] [South China

Morning Post]
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China: Creation of LEO satellite internet

infrastructure underway

(ga) Chinese company China Aerospace Science and

Industry Corp is planning to launch the first of 300

satellites in December which will orbit very close to the

Earth. The company is anticipating launching 192

satellites by 2027 and 300 by 2030.

These Chinese satellites, which will orbit at a height of

between 180-280 miles, are meant to be competitors

to Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite fleet, which orbits the

earth at a height of about 340 miles. The Starlink fleet

is designed to enable internet access globally without

the need for ground-based network infrastructure.

The smaller orbit of the Chinese satellites will make

them more difficult to maintain but also allow them to

be made more cheaply and provide stronger internet

connectivity when coverage is complete.

However, Musk’s SpaceX company, which owns the

Starlink project, has 5,000 satellites currently in orbit

and is on the way to a network of 42,000 satellites,

making it hard for Chinese competitors to catch up.

Military strategists globally, including in China, are

concerned about the warfare applications of

constellation satellite internet technologies provided

by firms such as Starlink, and are seeking to set up

their own systems to ensure access. [Business Insider]

[The Economist]

China: National financial regulator

implements measures to supervise trust

companies

(ms) China’s National Financial Regulatory

Administration (NFRA) has introduced interim

measures to supervise trust companies, prioritizing

risk management and evaluating their systematic

impact.

The move aims to ensure healthy operations in the

face of growing concerns about China’s USD 3 trillion

shadow banking sector, which operates outside

traditional banking regulations, particularly its

exposure to property developers and economic

uncertainties.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-q/
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The new measures include assessments in corporate

governance, capital requirements, risk management,

behavior management, and business transformation.

Trust firms with systemic influence will undergo closer

regulatory scrutiny.

This initiative stems from payment issues at

Zhongrong International Trust, a significant player in

China's investment trust sector. In 2022, the trust

managed funds exceeding USD 87 billion for corporate

clients and was associated with China’s “shadow

banking” sector. The concerns about potential

contagion risks in the Chinese financial system arose

when these payment issues came to light in August of

this year. [Reuters]

China: Voluntary carbon market about to

reopen

(ms) The National Centre for Climate Change Strategy

and International Cooperation (NCSC), a key think tank

under the Ministry of Ecology and Environment (MEE),

unveiled proposed rules for registration procedures

and project implementation under the China Certified

Emission Reduction (CCER) scheme signaling the

revival of its voluntary carbon market.

These guidelines cover carbon reduction activities in 16

industries, emphasizing renewable energy, energy

efficiency, afforestation, and carbon capture. The CCER

scheme, initially launched in 2012, allows companies

trading under the national Emissions Trading Scheme

(ETS) to offset emissions by purchasing credits from

specific emission reduction projects.

While new project registration had been halted since

2017 due to low trading volume and audit

standardization issues, recent regulatory releases

indicate a potential market relaunch. The CCER market

serves as a supplementary mechanism to China’s

Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS).

The MEE’s commitment to gradually expanding sector

coverage aligns with China’s emission reduction goals

for 2030 and carbon neutrality by 2060. The release of

regulations on CCER trading and methodologies for

emission reduction projects reflects a comprehensive

approach to address liquidity challenges, potentially

reshaping the landscape of China’s carbon market.

[South China Morning Post]
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China: Investigation against hospitals for

issuing forged certificates in connection

with human trafficking

(ms) Since the beginning of November, there have

been a number of arrests and investigations against

hospital staff over the issuing of forged birth

certificates suspected of being used to register

abducted children under false names.

The investigation began when a report by a well-known

activist against child abduction provided evidence that

a hospital in a city in central China's Hubei Province

was selling fake birth and vaccination certificates as

well as selling infants.

Following this, the investigation spread to other

hospitals in Hubei as well as in the southern Chinese

provinces of Guangxi and Guangdong, and the

country's National Health Commission announced on

November 17 that it would carry out nationwide

checks on the issuing of certificates.

Abductions and human trafficking are a well-known

problem in China, particularly due to the 35-year-long

One Child Policy, which was only terminated at the end

of 2016. On the one hand, this reinforced the

traditional preference of families to have a son. At the

same time, however, the surplus of men led to a wave

of abductions of women as forced partners. One

particularly disturbing case was that of the "chained

woman" who was abducted in the 1990s, sold and then

held in inhumane conditions for almost 20 years [see

AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]. [Bloomberg] [China Daily]

[South China Morning Post]

China: New reciprocal enforcement law

for Hong Kong to enter into force in

January

(ms) Hong Kong’s Secretary for Justice, Paul Lam,

announced that the Mutual Recognition and

Enforcement of Judgments in Civil and Commercial

Matters by the Courts of the Mainland and the Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region, which has been

pending since 2019, will come into force on January 29,

2024.

The Ordinance, according to Lam, is a comprehensive

mechanism to facilitate the mutual enforcement of a

wider range of judgments between Hong Kong and

Mainland China and is aimed at enhancing Hong

Kong’s attractiveness as a major dispute settlement
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hub, particularly for cases involving parties with assets

in Mainland China.

The framework covers a broad scope, including both

monetary and non-monetary judgments in civil and

commercial matters, abolishes the need for parties to

agree in writing on exclusive jurisdiction, and allows

registration of mainland judgments in Hong Kong and

vice versa.

The new regime extends enforcement to both

commercial and civil judgments, improving the

recognition and enforcement process. Certain

exclusions apply, such as judgments related to

arbitration, insolvency, bankruptcy, and intellectual

property.

In a statement published following the announcement,

Lam attempted to clear up alleged misinformation

about the new court and emphasized, among other

things, that “sharing of judicial information” would take

place between the separate courts and that the

amendment would also provide sufficient protection

for the legal interests of the parties involved in cross-

border transactions. [JDSupra] [South China Morning

Post]

China: High ranking official of state-

owned enterprise supervision council

expelled from party

(ms) Luo Yulin a former deputy minister-level official of

the State-owned Assets Supervision and

Administration Commission of the State Council

(SASAC) has been expelled from the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) over suspicion of duty-related

crimes and accepting bribes.

He has been under investigation since May.

The SASAC is responsible for the supervision of state-

owned enterprises around the country. [Xinhua] [China

Daily]

China: Broadcasting regulator tightens

control over short web drama market

(ms) The National Radio and Television Administration

(NRTA) in China is increasing its oversight of the rapidly

expanding short web drama market, after removing
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over 25,300 online shows last year due to

inappropriate content.

The NRTA aims to “strengthen and refine

management” through a comprehensive review of

series cast, production, marketing, and social values.

Proposed measures include a content-screening

system and extended supervision to distribution

networks, including dedicated apps and short video

platforms.

Aligning with the government’s efforts to monitor and

clean up content in the country’s vast internet market,

the move comes after the web drama market has

experienced significant growth in the last months. Each

episode of these dramas, typically lasting a few

minutes, targets a broad mainland audience on

platforms like Douyin and Kuaishou.

Despite the market's success, ongoing concerns about

the content, including violent, pornographic, or vulgar

material, have prompted the removals, as stated by

the NRTA. [South China Morning Post]

China: Introduction of new near-space

military branch

(ms) According to a newly released report, a near-

space command has been added to China’s People’s

Liberation Army (PLA), making it the fifth branch of the

Chinese military alongside the army, air force, navy

and rocket force, and the first of its kind globally.

The new branch is still in its infancy and is not yet

operational and little precise information is known. It is

assumed that the command is equipped with a

professional hypersonic weapons force that reports

directly to the highest-ranking members of the Central

Military Commission (CMC) headed by President Xi

Jinping.

The near-space command has a wide range of tasks:

on the one hand, it should be able to carry out attacks

against critical targets, but at the same time it is also

responsible for high-altitude surveillance. The planned

arsenal, which will consist of drones and spy balloons

in addition to offensive capabilities such as hypersonic

weapons, is also in line with this range of tasks.

While the report is largely vague about the exact

intended capabilities and scale of the branch, it clearly

states the motives for its establishment, which is to

help China be victorious in the event of a hot war.

[South China Morning Post]
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Japan: Sluggish economy and currency

confound government planning

(ic) Finance Minister Suzuki Shunichi, responding to a

reporter’s questions on November 14 regarding the

33-year lows in the Japanese yen, has noted that it is

important for foreign exchange rates to remain stable

and reflect fundamentals, but that Japan should

maximize the positive effects and mitigate the negative

ones of a weakening yen.

Suzuki stated that Japan would take all the necessary

steps towards this objective, although analysts noted

that Japan has not intervened in the foreign currency

market since October 2022. [Channel News Asia 1]

[Ministry of Finance, Japan, in Japanese]

The Japanese yen has been falling hard in value since

October 31. Analysts have suggested that the current

persistent sell pressure on the yen is a result of

differences in interest rates between Japan and other

countries around the world; others have also

attributed it to broader structural weaknesses in

Japan’s economy. [Reuters 1] [Channel News Asia 2]

[Nikkei Asian Review] [Reuters 2]

The weaker yen has also had other knock-on effects.

According to data released on November 15 by the

National Japan Tourism Organization (JNTO), Japan saw

an estimated 2,516,500 foreign visitors in October

2023, breaking pre-pandemic numbers from October

2019, due in large part to a weak yen and recovery in

the air travel market.

In contrast, likely also because of the weakened yen,

the number of Japanese nationals traveling overseas in

October 2023 stood at 937,700, 43.6 percent less than

in October 2019. [Japan National Tourism

Organization, in Japanese] [Kyodo News]

Reportedly, university students’ plans to study abroad

had also been significantly hampered by the weaker

yen and higher prices. [Asahi Shinbun 1] 

A preliminary report released by the Economic and

Social Research Institute (ERSI) of the Cabinet Office on

November 15 noted that Japan’s quarter-on-quarter

real gross domestic product (GDP) had contracted by

2.1 percent over Q3/2023, marking a downwards turn

from positive performance during the first half of the

year. [Channel News Asia 3] [Cabinet Office, Japan, in

Japanese]
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Analysts have noted that this casts doubt on rumors

that the Bank of Japan will look to end its policy of

quantitative easing in January. [Asahi Shinbun 2]

[Reuters]

An October 31 statement by the Bank indicated that

they will nevertheless continue quantitative easing for

as long as is necessary to maintain stable prices. [Bank

of Japan]

Prime Minister Kishida Fumio, likely in response to

these persistent economic pressures and their impact

on his popularity, met with business leaders on

November 15 to attempt to negotiate for higher wage

hikes than had been given this year for 2024’s shunto

proceedings, referring to the annual traditional spring

wage negotiations between employers and unions.

[Channel News Asia 4] [Nippon.com]

This echoes a call in October by Japan’s largest union,

the Japanese Trade Union Confederation (RENGO), to

push for 5 percent in 2024. [See AiR No. 43,

October/2023, 4] Companies in 2023 had hiked wages

by 3.58 percent on average. [Reuters]

Japan: Lackluster local LDP performance a

sign of trouble

(ic) Analysts have remarked that the poor performance

of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in local and

regional elections bears a resemblance to the flagging

performance that marked the final days of the

administration of former PM Suga Yoshihide. Suga,

having been former PM Abe’s Chief Cabinet Secretary

since 2012, succeeded Abe’s roles as PM and LDP

President in September 2020 and left those posts in

October 2021.

The LDP has lost two seats in the Fukushima

prefectural assembly, which held elections on 12

November, and four seats in the Miyagi prefectural

assembly in elections on 22 October, among other

mayoral and municipal seats.  [Asahi Shinbun] [Miyagi

Prefectural Government, in Japanese] [NHK, in

Japanese]

Prime Minister and party leader Fumio Kishida’s

popularity has been ailing for some time, and a survey

released on November 5 found that his approval rating

dropped to 28.3 percent from 32.3 percent in October.

His recent ambitious stimulus package plan, for which

he bypassed several party mechanisms and senior

officials, has also resulted in discord between him and
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senior members of his Liberal Democratic Party (LDP).

[see AiR No. 45, November/2023, 1]

Japan: Completion of third round of

Fukushima water release

(ic) On November 20, Tokyo Electric Power Company

Holdings Inc. (TEPCO) officially completed its third

discharge of treated water from the Fukushima No. 1

nuclear power plant. This round saw about 7,800 tons

of processed water sent out about 1 kilometer off the

coast via an underwater tunnel. [Kyodo News]

This round started on November 2; the fourth round is

slated to be complete by the end of March 2024 [see

AiR No. 45, November/2023, 1].

Japan: State Minister Kudo Shozo admits

to meeting Unification Church leader

(ic) On November 16, in response to a question posed

by an opposition politician in the Diet, State Minister of

the Cabinet Office Kudo Shozo was criticized over his

close ties with the Family Federation for World Peace

and Unification, also known as the Unification Church.

He attended an event organized by the Unification

Church in 2019, participated in meetings held by

affiliated organizations several times, and has met five

times with the Secretary-General of the Church’s Aichi

prefectural chapter. Reportedly, Church leaders have

also aided him on the campaign trail by helping to

canvas voters and support.

If true, this would implicate Kudo in a deep conflict of

interest, as he also oversees the Consumer Affairs

Agency, which is responsible for administering the Act

on the Prevention of Unfair Solicitation of Donation

that targets the Unification Church, among other

groups, and was passed after the assassination of the

late PM Abe Shinzo shed light on the practice.

[Japanese Law Translation] [Straits Times]

Motomura Nobuko of the Japanese Communist Party,

who posed the question, demanded Kudo’s

resignation. [Asahi Shinbun]

A poll conducted on October 14 had linked a steep

decline in the support of PM Kishida Fumio’s

government with suspicions that the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) continues to have ties with the

Unification Church. Following a government
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investigation, Education Minister Moriyama Masahito

announced on October 12 that the government would

be seeking to dissolve the Unification Church [see AiR

No. 42, October/2023, 3]

If Kudo bows to the pressure and resigns, he would be

the fourth cabinet minister to resign in Kishida’s

Cabinet in its first two months. State Minister of

Finance Kanda Kenji resigned on November 13, State

Minister of Justice Kakizawa Mito on October 31, and

Vice Minister of Education Yamada Taro on October 25.

The chain resignations have been highly detrimental

for Kishida’s popularity and caused him to give up on

his hopes for dissolving the Diet early and calling snap

elections this year. [Kyodo News] [See also AiR No. 46,

November/2023, 2]

Japan: Catholic-affiliated organization

allegedly covers up priest’s sexual assault

(ic) A Catholic woman has filed a lawsuit with the Tokyo

District Court alleging that a foreign priest from the

Nagoya-based Society of the Divine Word, a religious

group linked to the Roman Catholic Church, had

sexually abused her.

She reports that the religious congregation failed to

take appropriate action against the priest, who was

relocated out of Japan in response to the allegations.

The Society of the Divine Word decided in 2019 to

suspend the priest for three years and provided him

with JPY 1 million (US$ 6,687), allowing him to return to

his home country. [Asahi Shinbun 1]

This information is the latest in a line of news that has

emerged over 2023 of rampant sexual abuse in Japan.

On November 7, 159 current and former Jehovah’s

Witnesses members reported sexual abuse at the

hands of those in positions of authority. [Asahi

Shinbun 2] The United Nations Human Rights Council

(UNHRC) conducted an independent probe of an

agency run by the late Johnny Kitagawa in July 2023,

concluding by August that the allegations of systematic

sexual abuse for decades were true; they are expected

to compile their findings in a report to be released in

2024. [The Hollywood Reporter]

Japan: Appeal to register homosexual

marriage
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(ic) A Japanese and French couple who married in

France has petitioned the Kobe Family Court to order

the Amagasaki city government to accept their

marriage registration.

Rei Watanabe Prosper, a Japanese screen and stage

actor, and Coralie Watanabe Prosper, a French

screenwriter, director and filmmaker, got married in

2018 under France’s marriage equality law that was

passed in 2013. [BBC]

This year, the couple submitted their French marriage

certificate and marriage registration to the Amagasaki

city government, in accordance with Article 6 of Japan’s

Family Registration Law. [Japanese Law Translation]

Amagasaki’s city government refused to accept the

documents, citing a 2014 Justice Ministry opinion that

stated, “the Civil Law naturally assumes marriage to be

between a man and a woman, and therefore

acceptance is inappropriate.” As such, the couple has

submitted an appeal regarding the decision. [Asahi

Shinbun]

Among the G7, Japan is the only one that does not

have a system that guarantees same-sex marriages

and similar legal rights at the national level and had

pledged to pass them prior to holding a G7 Summit in

May 2023; however, the most that had been done was

that the Nagoya District Court ruled on May 30 that a

ban on same-sex marriage was unconstitutional.

However, this view is not uniformly held throughout

the Japanese judiciary. [Reuters 1]

In June 2023, responding to calls for progress on LGBT

issues, the Japanese Diet passed the so-called Bill for

the Promotion of Understanding of LGBT People, that

activists have referred to as “watered-down”. The initial

draft stipulated that discrimination on the basis of

sexual orientation and gender identity should "not be

tolerated" but was later changed to "there should be

no unfair discrimination" amidst concerns among

conservative politicians regarding its potential effects

like male impersonators entering female bathrooms.

[Reuters 2] [See also AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3]

Japan: Passing of Soka Gakkai leader

(ic) Ikeda Daisaku, the founding president of the Soka

Gakkai International (SGI), died of natural causes at the

age of 95 in a Tokyo-based SGI facility on November

15. He was also the founder of the Komeito party,

which has served in government as the junior coalition

partner of the Liberal Democratic Party since 2012.
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Since the party’s founding in 1964, Ikeda has been

deeply involved in Japanese politics, including through

regular dialogue and outreach to world leaders and

intellectuals on the basis of SGI’s “humanistic

philosophy” of Nichiren Buddhism. [Kyodo News]

[Reuters]

Mongolia: Digital governance to expand

(ap) On November 13 Mongolian Prime Minister Oyun-

Erdene Luvsannamsrai met with the team of the

unified digital platform for public services to discuss E-

Mongolia services. [Montsame 1]

Director General of E-Mongolia Academy

Myagmarnaran Bavuujav expressed that the team is

dedicated to cooperating with the private sector.

The team was tasked to facilitate the e-transition in the

health sector and create a unified Mongolian network

and use Artificial Intelligence to increase the number of

services.

The system E-Mongolia is part of the draft bill on

promotion of science and technology that was

discussed during the regular Cabinet mission on

November 15. [Montsame 2]

The system was launched in 2020 and currently offers

181 services from 23 public organizations. 

North Korea: Government implements

harsh constraint on foreign exchange

(ap) The North Korean government intensifies its

constraints against foreign exchange by urging people

to use official agencies, driving up market exchange

rates and leaving moneychangers to work on the sly.

[Daily NK]

Regional commercial banks have a better exchange

rate of dollars than the official rate. The market rate

for USD 1 is KPW 8,300, while banks offer KPW 8,330

for USD 1. Banks are offering better exchange rates

than private moneychangers to encourage the general

public to go to them.

The government is collecting foreign currency owned

by individuals, while banks are not allowed to sell

dollars or yuan to North Koreans. The policies are

implemented in order for the government to have
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direct control of the public’s foreign currency and

support the deficiency of foreign exchange reserves.

The market exchange rate is driven up as a

consequence – as of October 30, USD 1 was selling for

KPW 8,600.

North Korea: Military accelerates

crackdown against the "invasion of

foreign culture" within the ranks

(ap) North Korea has reportedly started monitoring

more strictly the “invasion of foreign culture” within the

military. The aim is to eliminate any foreign culture

from the Korean People’s Army unit. [Daily NK]

The agency in charge is Room 79 of the Publishing

Censorship Department, a specialized division under

the General Political Bureau, which serves as the

internal politburo of the Korean People’s Army.

Room 79 monitors the registration and use of the

military’s media players and conducts regular and

unannounced inspections. 

The General Political Bureau said that soldiers who are

found listening to foreign broadcasts on unregistered

devices will be eliminated. [Daily NK]

South Korea: Central bank governor to

chair key committee overseeing global

financial system

(tms) Governor of the Bank of Korea (BOK) Rhee

Chang-yong has been appointed as the chair of the

Bank for International Settlements (BIS) Committee on

the Global Financial System.  

The decision was made during a BIS meeting in Basel,

Switzerland. Rhee will lead the committee for a three-

year term, concluding in October 2026, aligning with

the end of his term as BOK chief in April 2026.

The committee's primary responsibilities include

monitoring and identifying sources of stress that could

potentially disrupt the stability of the global financial

system, holding regular and emergency meetings as

needed.

BIS, an international financial institution owned by

member central banks, aims to foster international
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monetary and financial cooperation, functioning as a

bank for central banks. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Agricultural minister

addresses concerns of "shrinkflation,”

calls for price stability

(tms) Agricultural Minister, Chung Hwang-keun,

expressed in a press conference worries about

“shrinkflation,” urging food manufacturers to

collaborate with government initiatives to tackle

inflation during an event in Seoul. Shrinkflation refers

to reducing product quantity while maintaining prices.

Chung emphasized the need for transparent

communication with consumers and suggested

consumer organizations act against such practices. He

also urged food companies to refrain from

unwarranted price hikes.

South Korea's inflation, exceeding 3 percent for the

third consecutive month in October, is attributed to

higher energy and farm goods prices.

Addressing the lumpy skin disease outbreak, Chung

expressed confidence in effective control measures,

stating plans to vaccinate all cattle next year after

completing the inoculation of over 4 million cattle

nationwide. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Election commission

considers manual ballot checks for

fairness in upcoming elections

(tms) In preparation for next year’s general elections,

the National Election Commission (NEC) is

contemplating a shift towards manual vote counting to

enhance fairness, according to ruling party lawmaker

Yoo Sang-bum.

Lawmakers have expressed concerns about the

current system’s inability to effectively identify invalid

votes, prompting a call for strengthened visual

inspection.

Currently, machines are employed for sorting and

counting, but skepticism arose after the 2020

parliamentary elections.

The proposed system entails initial machine sorting

followed by meticulous manual checks by election staff
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before final counting.

The NEC also plans to bolster security by implementing

a specialized control program for sorting machines,

recognizing only authorized USB devices to thwart

potential hacking concerns raised by the state

intelligence agency. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Finance minister urges

national assembly to reinstate corporate

restructuring act

(tms) Finance Minister Choo Kyung-ho has urged the

National Assembly to revive the lapsed Corporate

Restructuring Promotion Act, facilitating smoother out-

of-court debt restructuring for financially distressed

companies.

Originally enacted in 2001 after the 1997-98 Asian

financial crisis, the Act expired last month after five

extensions.

Choo emphasized that reinstating the Act, which allows

insolvent companies to initiate debt workouts with the

consent of over 75 percent of creditors, is crucial for

timely and effective restructuring.

The absence of this tool may lead to prolonged crises

and potential insolvency for smaller affiliates.

Amid uncertainties, 724 companies filed for

bankruptcy in the first half of the year, marking a 60.2

percent increase from the previous year. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon names

Cheong Hyung-sik as constitutional court

justice

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has put forth the

nomination of Cheong Hyung-sik, the chief judge at

Daejeon High Court, to fill the vacancy left by the

recent retirement of Constitutional Court President

Yoo Nam-seok.

Described as a jurist known for his extensive legal

knowledge and commitment to fair trial practices,

Cheong boasts 35 years of judicial experience, having

served in various capacities, including as a senior judge

at Seoul High Court.
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Emphasizing Cheong's fidelity to the principles of court

administration, presidential chief of staff Kim Dae-ki

highlighted Cheong's qualifications, virtue, and the

trust he enjoys within the legal community, asserting

that he is an ideal choice for the nine-member

Constitutional Court. [Yonhap] [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Last month, President Yoon appointed Lee Jong-seok

as the new chief justice [see AiR No. 43, October/2023,

4].

South Korea: Main opposition

contemplates impeachment of justice

minister amidst criticism

(tms) A task force within South Korea’s main opposition

Democratic Party (DP) has suggested the possibility of

impeaching Justice Minister Han Dong-hoon after he

criticized the DP for allegedly exploiting parliamentary

impeachments for political gains.

Han's remarks, condemning the DP's move to impeach

two prosecutors, drew strong reactions from the party,

with DP's task force expressing concerns about his

statements possibly violating the Constitution.

While acknowledging growing public demands for

Han's impeachment, DP's leadership seems hesitant,

with senior member Rep. Park Chan-dae indicating a

willingness to pursue impeachment motions against

prosecutors based on corruption findings but offering

a vague response regarding Han's potential

impeachment, stating, "indifference is the answer."

[Yonhap]

South Korea: Navy, marine corps conduct

joint amphibious landing training

(tms) South Korea’s Navy and Marine Corps initiated a

weeklong amphibious landing training near the

eastern coast as part of the ongoing annual Hoguk

exercise.

The joint drills, centered around Pohang, 272

kilometers southeast of Seoul, involve approximately

3,400 troops utilizing naval vessels, helicopters, and

assault amphibious vehicles, including the Dokdo-class

amphibious assault ship.

Focused on enhancing joint operational capabilities,

the exercise's "decisive action" phase emphasizes the
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coordination between the Navy and Marine Corps.

The training is a crucial component of South Korea's

efforts to bolster its military preparedness and

responsiveness along its eastern coast. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Opposition parties fail to field

joint presidential candidate

(jr/oy) Less than two months remain before the

presidential election on January 13, 2024, and Taiwan's

two main opposition parties, the Kuomintang (KMT)

and the Taiwan People's Party (TPP), are still grappling

with disagreements over polling data to finalize a joint

presidential candidate.

Initially scheduled for announcement on the morning

of November 18, the decision aimed to reveal whether

Ko Wen-je of the TPP or Hou Yu-ih from the KMT would

lead the joint ticket. The decision-making process was

based on an arrangement reached on November 15,

stipulating that the person to lead the joint ticket

would be determined through a review and evaluation

of poll results on the two candidates conducted

between November 11 and 17.

However, the examination of polling data on

November 17 revealed errors in the survey data and its

methodology. The KMT asserted that Hou received five

points, while Ko received one point. In contrast, the

TPP insisted it was a tie.

Despite this setback, both parties decided to engage in

additional discussions until November 24, the final day

for candidate registration. Ko, addressing 4,000

supporters at a party rally, expressed his commitment

to "extend the utmost goodwill, uniting all possible

forces" to ensure a joint ticket. However, he also

emphasized his determination to "fight to the end" as

the TPP's presidential candidate. [Taiwan News] [Focus

Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Envoy to US running mate on DPP

presidential ticket

(jr) Taiwan’s former envoy to the US Hsiao Bi-khim has

submitted her registration as vice presidential

candidate on the presidential ticket of the DPP’s

presidential candidate Lai.

52-year-old Hsiao is a former DPP lawmaker and has

served as Taiwan’s de facto ambassador to the US
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from 2020 until her resignation this week. Beijing

despises her for her political stance on Taiwan and its

relationship with China and banned her in April from

visiting China, Hong Kong and Macau after she

accompanied President Tsai Ing-wen on her unofficial

trip to the US. [Al Jazeera]

Taiwan: Former New Power Party

cofounder plans to join TPP

(oy) On November 16, former New Power Party (NPP)

legislator Huang Kuo-chang announced that he had

submitted the required documents to join the Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP).

TPP Chairman Ko Wen-je expressed his desire to enlist

Huang and include him in the TPP’s list of legislator-at-

large nominees.

The NPP was formed in early 2015, emerging from the

Sunflower Student Movement in 2014. Both Huang and

Ko had participated in the 2014 Sunflower Movement,

which protested the Cross-Strait Service Trade

Agreement designed to enhance trade relations

between China and Taiwan. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Han Kuo-yu at top of KMT’s

legislator nomination list

[oy] According to the Kuomintang’s (KMT) recent

release of 34 legislator-at-large nominations on

November 19, Han Kuo-yu secured the top position.

Han Kuo-yu was the KMT’s candidate in the 2020

Presidential Election, ultimately losing to the current

president Tsai Ing-wen. Subsequently, he faced a recall

election in 2020, leading to his removal from the

position of mayor of Kaohsiung.

If the KMT and Taiwan’s People Party (TPP) were to

forge a coalition and secure the majority of seats in the

Legislative Yuan in the upcoming legislative, held

simultaneously with the presidential on January 13,

2024, Han might be in contention for the position of

legislative speaker.  [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Deepfake videos of leaders

endorsing cryptocurrency exposed
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(jr) Taiwan’s Criminal Investigation Bureau has issued a

warning regarding fraudulent cryptocurrency

investment advertisements created online with false

impersonations of Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

and Vice President Lai Ching-te promoting the use of

cryptocurrency.

Unlike communications and social media sharing video

clips of the two discussing investment opportunities

with the use of cryptocurrency, these ads are

accompanied by clickable promotions and promises of

easy money, according to the agency. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Executive Yuan passes digital

resilience plan

(oy) On November 16, Taiwan’s Executive Yuan, the

executive branch of the government, approved a four-

year plan allocating USD 41.86 million to enhance

Taiwan’s digital resilience.

The project would strengthen fixed

telecommunications networks, allowing encrypted

data processing on public cloud servers during

peacetime. Additionally, it aims to utilize satellite and

mobile networks for accessing critical core functions

hosted on the public cloud.

It involves encrypting and storing data in segmented

“blocks” across public-domain cloud servers, rendering

any information accessed by intruders meaningless

and thereby enhancing information security. [Taipei

Times]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court declares

ballot recounting law unconstitutional

(oy) On November 17, Taiwan’s Constitutional Court

ruled that Article 69 of Taiwan’s Public Officials Election

and Recall Act, which pertains to ballot recounting, is

unconstitutional.

The court found that the law violated the principle of

equality and urged lawmakers to promptly amend it.

According to the ruling, any candidate vying for public

office can request a recount if the election results fall

within a certain margin.

Article 69 stipulates that in the “regional election of

central public officials, the governor of a municipality (a

municipal mayor) or the governor of a county (city), if

the difference between the candidates with the highest
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and second high number of votes… is within 0.3% of

the valid ballots, the candidate with the third high or

fourth high number of votes may apply for sealing all

or part of the list of electors and ballots…”.

The law was contested in 2022 by Yeh Kao-chieh, a

candidate for the Sinfeng Township representative

election in Hsinchu County, who lost by two votes.

Despite the vote difference falling within the margin,

his recount request was rejected by the Hsinchu

County District Court and Taiwan High Court, who

ruled that recounts did not apply to township

representative elections.

The Constitutional Court noted that the purpose of the

ballot recounting law is to ensure the accuracy and

fairness of elections, protect citizens’ rights to be

elected, and address any election-related disputes. The

court ruled that elections at all levels and offices are

fundamental to democracy and should not be

discriminated against. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Revised National Climate Change

Action Guidelines released

(oy) On 16 November, the Ministry of Environment

released the updated National Climate Change Action

Guidelines. The updates were made due to the

enactment of the Climate Change Response Act and

Taiwan’s 2050 net-zero goal.

The updates replaced Taiwan’s previous environmental

goals of gradually reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)

emissions to 50 percent of 2005 levels by 2050 with a

new goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. The

transition towards net-zero would involve “energy

transition; industrial transition; lifestyle transition and

social transition” through technological research and

development as well as strong climate legislation. The

revisions also introduced the concept of generational

justice and environmental justice for a successful

transition.

Collection of carbon fees will also be prioritized over a

cap-and-trade scheme to reduce carbon emissions.

The guideline added that nuclear power will not be

expanded to reduce dependence on fossil fuels for

energy needs. Instead, renewable energy will be

developed. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Parliamentary elections set

for January 7 amid violent protests,

angering opposition

(ps/lm) Bangladesh's Election Commission (EC) said on

November 15 that parliamentary elections will be held

on January 7, 2024 - an announcement that sparked

immediate threats of a boycott from the opposition,

which fears the elections will be rigged. Candidate

nominations will have to be submitted by November

30 and political campaigning is permitted from

December 18. [Dhaka Tribune]

The country has recently experienced widespread

violent protests demanding the resignation of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina, who is seeking a fourth

consecutive five-year term. During these protests, at

least four people, including a police officer, were killed,

and hundreds of others were injured across

Bangladesh.

The leading opposition party, the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), whose leaders are either

imprisoned or banned from the country, has already

said it will boycott the polls if Prime Minister Hasina

does not step down to make way for an interim

government. The BNP previously boycotted the 2014

elections but participated in 2018.

Jamaat-e-Islami, the largest Islamist party in the

Muslim-majority country, and the Islami Andolon

Bangladesh (IAB) party also said they would spurn the

polls. [The Business Standard]
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Notably, internal conflicts have emerged in

Bangladesh's Jatiya Party (JaPa) ahead of the national

election. Two factions of the party, one led by Raushan

Ershad and the other by JaPa's secretary-general

Mujibul Haque, sent separate letters to the EC

regarding their election participation. Mujibul Haque's

letter stated that JaPa chairman GM Quader would

nominate candidates and assign symbols for the next

election. In contrast, Raushan Ershad's letter indicated

that JaPa would participate in the election as part of

the Awami League-led Grand Alliance, functioning as

an electoral alliance with lawmakers following the

party's decision after the election. [Prothom Alo] [The

Straits Times] [Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

Bangladesh: Largest Islamist party loses

appeal against decision barring it from

elections

(ps) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh’s Supreme

Court on November 19 dismissed an appeal by the

country's largest Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami

(Jamaat), to overturn a 2013 ruling that barred it from

participating in elections due to violating the

constitutional provision of secularism. The appeal was

dismissed on technical grounds as the party’s main

lawyer did not appear before the court due to

“personal problems” and his petition, filed previously,

seeking to postpone the hearing for six weeks was also

rejected. [Associated Press]

The High Court's decision a decade ago canceled

Jamaat’s registration with the Election Commission,

preventing it from participating in elections or using

party symbols. The ruling came amid calls to ban the

party for opposing Bangladesh's 1971 independence

war against Pakistan. [Prothom Alo]

Despite the court's decision, it remains unclear if the

party can continue its activities, as the Ministry of

Home Affairs typically bans radical groups deemed

anti-state. The party has been a key partner to the

opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) led by

former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, who has been the

archrival of the current head of government, Sheikh

Hasina, for decades.

Currently, Jamaat and BNP are active in month long

protests and blockades against the government that

they say is unable to oversee free and fair elections,

and that they hold responsible for violent clashes they

had with police.
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Bangladesh: Ruling party politician faces

discipline over threat against United

States ambassador

(ps/lm) Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has

called for action against an official in her ruling Awami

League (AL) party who threatened the United States

ambassador to Dhaka, Peter Haas. The official, a

chairman of a local AL unit named Mujibul Haque

Chowdhury, made threats of physical assault against

Haas during a political gathering, accusing him of

working in favor of the opposition Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) ahead of the upcoming

elections. [Voice of America]

Since 2022, the US government and other nations have

been urging the Hasina administration to hold the next

general election, set for January 7 next year, in a free

and fair manner. As a result, over the past weeks,

several leaders of the AL and its various wings and

allies have expressed irritation, directly and indirectly

alleging that Haas is working in support of the BNP.

Last week, Hasanul Haq Inu, a former minister and

political ally of the AL, called for the removal of Haas

from Bangladesh.

It is important to note that a similar incident occurred

in 2018 when former U.S. Ambassador Marcia Bernicat

narrowly escaped an attack in Dhaka months before

the general elections. Subsequent investigations by the

police revealed that many of the assailants were

associated with the AL and its student wing, Chhatra

League.

Bangladesh: Anti-corruption body gets

11th date to complete probe in graft case

against former chief justice

(ps) A Dhaka court has once again instructed the Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC) to submit a probe report

by February 11 next year in a corruption case filed

against former Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha for

allegedly amassing illegal wealth. The ACC was given

this deadline after failing to submit a probe report on

the case. [The Daily Star]

The case, filed in October 2021 alleges that Sinha

amassed roughly USD 645,000 in his brother's and

relative's names through misuse of power and

unauthorized transfers. In November 2021, Sinha was

sentenced to 11 years in prison in a separate money

laundering case.
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Bangladesh: Technocrat ministers,

advisors to prime minister resign ahead of

parliamentary election

(ps/lm) Three technocrat ministers in Bangladesh,

including the science and technology minister,

telecommunication minister, and state minister for

planning, have resigned from the cabinet as

preparations for the upcoming parliamentary election,

scheduled to take place in January next year, are

underway. Additionally, advisors to the prime minister

who are not elected lawmakers have also resigned

from their positions. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Almost 50 more opposition

politicians sentenced

(ps) Another 49 politicians from the main opposition

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) have been

sentenced in four separate cases. The convicted

include voluntary affairs secretary Mir Sarafat Ali, joint

secretary general Habibun Nabi Khan Sohel and

information affairs secretary Azizul Bari Helal. The last

two months have seen 265 BNP leaders and activists

sentenced in total. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Student arrested under DSA

released on bail after spending 14 months

in jail

(lm) Khadijatul Kubra, a university student who was

arrested over 14 months ago in two separate cases

filed under the contentious Digital Security Act, has

been released from jail. This comes after the Supreme

Court recently upheld a High Court verdict granting

permanent bail to Khadijatul. [The Daily Star]

Khadijatul was arrested in August 2020 following

charges filed against her in two cases related to a

Facebook webinar she hosted as a minor, which

featured controversial remarks made by a guest

speaker, a retired army officer.

Bangladesh: Five international

organizations challenge wage decision for

garment workers
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(ps/lm) A group of international organizations,

representing over 2,500 brands, retailers, and

suppliers and working with more than 2,900 factories

in Bangladesh, has called for a reconsideration of the

recently announced minimum wage for garment

workers. [Just Style]

On November 14, a government-appointed panel

announced a 56.25 percent wage increase, raising the

monthly wage to approximately USD 150 from

December 1. However, garment workers have rejected

this hike, arguing that it does not adequately address

the surging costs of essentials such as food, housing,

healthcare, and children's education. Their demand

stands at a minimum wage of USD 208 across all

factories. [AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, in a letter addressed to

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the group

expressed concerns about the proposed minimum

wage, which they deem insufficient to cover basic

needs and provide a decent standard of living for

workers. They have encouraged a collaborative effort

between employers and worker representatives to

establish a legal minimum wage that adheres to

international labor and industry standards, prioritizing

human rights.

In related developments, garment factories reopened

on November 15 as hundreds of thousands of workers

returned to key manufacturing hubs. Union leaders

reiterated their rejection of the new minimum wage,

but highlighted the dire conditions faced by many

workers who are struggling to make ends meet.

Additionally, the union leaders accused the police of

creating a "climate of fear." [Yahoo News]

India: Investigators ask Supreme Court for

nod to gather evidence from Singapore in

Adani coal probe

(lm) Investigators at the Directorate of Revenue

Intelligence (DRI) are seeking to restart a probe into

the Adani Group for alleged overvaluation of coal

imports. They have asked the Supreme Court to allow

them to collect evidence from Singapore, which they

claim the company has thwarted for years.

The DRI has been trying to obtain transaction

documents related to Adani's dealings from Singapore

authorities since 2016.  The revenue agency's

investigation into Adani's imports is part of a broader

inquiry into 40 companies that began in 2014.

Investigators allege that these companies were over-
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invoicing coal deliveries, with the goal of siphoning off

funds to tax havens and charging higher power prices

in India.

Adani Enterprises and its subsidiaries have successfully

mounted legal challenges in both India and Singapore

to block the release of these documents. Adani denies

wrongdoing and insists that Indian authorities

assessed its coal shipments before releasing them

from ports. However, the DRI argues that it followed

the proper legal process and obtained approval to

seek information from Singapore under a mutual legal

assistance treaty.

This effort to revive the coal probe is part of wider

regulatory scrutiny of Adani, triggered by accusations

of improper use of tax havens and stock manipulation.

India's Supreme Court is overseeing the market

regulator's probe into these allegations. The

controversy has also raised questions about favoritism

towards Adani in government decisions, with political

opponents accusing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

administration of bias.

If India's Supreme Court allows the agency's latest

request, it will need to seek an order from Singapore's

Court of Appeal to release the material. The next

hearing in this case is scheduled for February 6. [The

Straits Times]

India: High Court revokes 75 percent

quota in private jobs; Haryana

government to move Supreme Court

(hp/lm) The Punjab and Haryana High Court has

invalidated a law by the Haryana state government

that guaranteed percent reservation in private sector

jobs for state residents. The government plans to

appeal the High Court's verdict in the Supreme Court.

[The Hindu]

The primary grievance of the industrial bodies was that

the "Son of Soils" policy implemented by the Haryana

government was infringing on the constitutional rights

of employers as private sector jobs are based on the

skills, analytical abilities, and mental capacity of the

employees, who have constitutional rights to work

anywhere in India. [Times of India] [India Today]

The law in question, the Haryana State Employment of

Local Candidates Act, required employers in the state

to reserve 75 percent of jobs paying less than roughly

USD 360 a month for domiciled residents. The

legislation, which aimed to provide employment to
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local youth and boost industries, was a promise made

by the JJP during the 2019 Assembly election.

In light of this, the High Court's ruling is seen as a

significant setback for the ruling coalition ahead of

upcoming parliamentary and state elections.

Opposition leaders argue that the government never

genuinely intended to implement the reservation and

accuse it of betraying the state's youth.

India: Prime Minister Modi raises concern

over increased circulation of deep fake

videos

(hp) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

expressed concerns over the misuse of technology and

artificial intelligence (AI) to create deepfake videos,

emphasizing the role of media in raising awareness

about the issue. Deepfake videos are synthetic media

generated by AI that can convincingly create fake

images, videos, or audios.

Modi stressed that a large section of society lacks the

means to verify the authenticity of content and that

deepfakes could pose serious dangers and spread

misinformation. He called on the media to educate the

public about the potential risks of AI and deepfakes

and advocated for precautionary measures.

[Hindustan Times] [Republic World] [NDTV]

India: Uttar Pradesh bans some halal-

certified products, claims certification

system creates confusion

(lm) The government of India's most populous state,

Uttar Pradesh, has banned the distribution and sale of

halal-certified products, including food, dairy,

garments, and medicines, claiming that the halal

certification system creates confusion regarding the

quality of food items. Critics argue that this move is

part of a divisive agenda against the state's sizable

Muslim population. [The Straits Times]

India: Human rights commission hears

pending cases of rights violations in

northeastern states
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(lm) India’s National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

held a camp sitting in Guwahati to address more than

40 pending cases of human rights violations in the

country’s northeastern states and instructed to pay

approximately USD 435,000 relief to the victims.

India: Human rights commission seeks

report from central, state governments

on wellbeing of police

(lm) India’s National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

has directed the Ministries of Health and Family

Welfare, Home Affairs, and Chief Secretaries of states

and union territories to submit Action-Taken Reports

(ATRs) within eight weeks. This request is in response

to concerns about the physical and mental well-being

of police personnel. [Business Insider]

The NHRC's action followed a plea by a human rights

activist and lawyer Radhakanta Tripathy, prompted by

the assassination of a government minister by a police

officer. Tripathy's plea highlights failures by Indian

governments to address the well-being of police

personnel, resulting in issues such as suicides,

murders, and inefficiencies. He emphasizes the lack of

consideration for physical and mental fitness

parameters in assessments and promotions of police

personnel, advocating for their inclusion.

Tripathy also notes that provisions under the Mental

Health Care Act, 2017, aimed at providing mental

illness insurance cover and a dedicated helpline for

police personnel, have not been implemented.

Additionally, Tripathy urges the NHRC to recommend

regular physiological, psychometric, and mental

evaluations of police personnel to detect suicidal

tendencies and calls for a committee to assess the

mental health of police personnel and provide

rehabilitation measures.

The NHRC has previously addressed mental health

concerns in armed and paramilitary forces. Tripathy's

plea also stresses the importance of reducing duty

hours and improving leave policies for police officers to

fulfill their family obligations, emphasizing the need for

an adequate workforce to ease duty hours and grant

leave.

India: Eight women injured in stone-

throwing incident near mosque in

Haryana state
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(hp) Eight women were injured after unidentified

individuals threw stones at them near a mosque in a

town in Haryana state on November 16. The town,

Nuh, had previously witnessed a major communal

incident in July when clashes erupted in the Muslim-

majority town during a Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP)

procession. Six people were killed in the violence,

including two home guards and a cleric [see AiR No. 31,

August/2023, 1].

India: Enel Group to sell renewable energy

arm for USD 300 million

(hp) Enel Group, an Italian manufacturing company, is

in the process of selling its renewable energy division

in India, known as Enel Green Power India, in a deal

orchestrated by HSBC. The sale involves a portfolio of

760 megawatts (MW) of operational wind and solar

power projects, with 420MW from solar energy and

340MW from wind power. Additionally, it includes a

substantial development pipeline of 2 gigawatts (GW)

and existing power purchase agreements totaling

190MW.

Enel Green Power India had previously collaborated

with Norfund, a Norwegian investment entity, to

develop new renewable projects in India. The sale

process is in its early stages and is expected to formally

begin soon. With an estimated equity value of around

USD 300 million, this divestiture signifies a significant

shift in Enel's operations in India and highlights the

South Asian nation’s potential as a hub for renewable

energy investment. [Mint] [Investing.com]

India: Five terrorists killed in encounter in

Jammu and Kashmir

(hp) In a quest to hunt down terrorists, the Jammu and

Kashmir police, Central Reserve Police Force, and Army

launched a search operation and during the operation

killed five terrorists in Kashmir’s Kulgam district. Three

of the militants were identified as being associated

with the terror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba. Another

encounter in the Rajouri district resulted in the killing

of a militant.

Meanwhile, on November 15, the Army foiled a

terrorist infiltration attempt along the Line of Control

(LoC) in Uri sector. This was the terrorists' second

attempt to penetrate the same area. According to the

Army, two infiltrators were killed, including a major
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component in Pakistan-enabled cross-border terrorism

in Jammu and Kashmir. [ABP Live] [News On Air]

India: CRPF soldier killed in IED blast in

Jharkhand; similar incident takes place in

Chhattisgarh

(hp) A Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) constable

was killed, and another was injured in an Improvised

Explosive Device (IED) blast allegedly set by Maoist

insurgents in Jharkhand's West Singhbhum district

during combing operations. This marks the fourth such

incident in West Singhbhum district in the last four

months, highlighting ongoing security challenges in the

region. [The Indian Express]

A similar incident took place in the neighboring state of

Chattisgarh, where an Indo Tibetan Border Police

(ITBP) officer was killed in a blast triggered by Naxals in

the Gariaband district during the second phase of

assembly elections. The ITBP soldier was part of a

security team escorting a polling team when they were

targeted by an IED. [India. com]

The Maldives: Mohamed Muizzu sworn in

as president, vows to uphold national

values

(na) On November 17, Mohamed Muizzu was sworn in

as the eighth President of the Maldives, in a ceremony

attended by approximately 4,500 guests, including

members of parliament and foreign dignitaries. [Avas]

Earlier, in the presidential runoff, Muizzu won the

presidential ticket for the PPM-PNC coalition, emerging

victorious with over 54 percent of the vote. Muiz's

victory was seen as a surprise, as he entered the race

as an underdog and was named as a candidate

relatively late in the process after the Supreme Court

barred former President Abdulla Yameen from running

due to a money laundering and corruption conviction.

Muiz has vowed to free Yameen, currently serving an

11-year sentence for corruption [see AiR No. 40,

October/2023, 1].

In his inauguration speech, he emphasized the

importance of unity, justice, and fairness in his

administration. He pledged to fight corruption and

abuse of power, ensuring a transparent government

dedicated to defending Islam and the nation. His

priorities include preserving Dhivehi language, culture,
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and heritage, with a new ministry to foster nationalistic

values.

Recognizing the rich Maldivian civilization, he called for

increased research and announced a national project

for children's development. President Muizzu

emphasized the importance of Maldivian students

learning about their history and geography.

Additionally, he committed to launching initiatives

promoting Maldivian identity, respecting scholars, and

providing a secure space for religious scholars. In his

address, he expressed hope for a new journey

symbolizing the homeland's return. [Edition]

During his inauguration, Muizzu emphasized the

importance of independence and sovereignty, stating

that foreign military presence would be eliminated

while maintaining friendly relations with countries near

and far.

The Maldives: Six MPs resign from

Parliament, secure key ministerial roles in

government

(na) Six Members of Parliament have resigned from

their position to join the government in the Maldives.

Hussain Mohamed Latheef, one of the resigning MPs,

has been sworn in as the Vice President of the

Maldives after serving in parliament for nine years and

five months. [Avas]

The other resigned MPs have been appointed to key

ministerial positions in the new government: Ahmed

Usham has been appointed as the Attorney General,

Mohamed Gassan Maumoon as the Defense Minister,

Ahmed Shiyam as the Fisheries Minister, Mohamed

Saeed as the Economic Minister, and Adam Shareef as

the Minister of Cities, Local Government, and Public

Works.

The Maldives: Parliament Speaker

Nasheed resigns amid potential no-

confidence motion

(na/lm) Maldives Speaker of Parliament Mohamed

Nasheed resigned from his position on November 13,

just days before the inauguration of the new President,

Mohamed Muizzu, following a closely contested

election in the Indian Ocean archipelago. While

parliamentary elections were not scheduled until the
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second quarter of the next year, Nasheed's resignation

was aimed at preempting a potential no-confidence

motion by members of the ruling Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP). [The Hindu]

Previously, the motion faced delays due to challenges,

including the repeated absence of Deputy Speaker Eva

Abdulla. In light of this, earlier this month, the

Supreme Court ruled that the Parliament Secretariat

had misinterpreted parliamentary regulations by

limiting the presiding authority to Deputy Speaker

Abdulla during a sitting where the motion was on the

agenda [see AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2].

In his resignation letter, Nasheed highlighted the

importance of resolving parliamentary issues through

dialogue rather than the courts. Expressing concern

over the MDP's legal actions, he described them as

regrettable and unjust, emphasizing the need to

prioritize the country's interests and restore stability

within the democratic system. [Avas 1]

Following Nasheed's resignation, Mohamed Aslam, the

MDP's parliamentary group leader, was elected as the

new Speaker. Aslam, with extensive political

experience and serving in his fourth term in

parliament, received 53 votes, defeating his contender.

[Avas 2]

The Maldives: Parliament initiates

measures to ensure orderly sessions, code

of conduct for lawmakers

(na) The Maldives Parliament has decided to

implement special measures to ensure the orderly

conduct of parliamentary sessions. Speaker Mohamed

Aslam, addressing the issue during a parliamentary

session, emphasized the role of the Speaker in

upholding the Constitution, Parliament Rules, and

maintaining parliamentary order. As part of this effort,

plans are in place to create a code of conduct for

parliament members, a step outlined in Article 88(2) of

the Constitution. [Avas]

Additionally, Aslam called for providing security for

ministers and other attendees of parliamentary

sessions to ensure their safety and well-being,

asserting that it is the responsibility of the parliament

to ensure their security.
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The Maldives: Outgoing president grants

pardon to key figures in MMPRC graft

scandal

(na/lm) Outgoing President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih

has granted a presidential pardon to former Vice

President Ahmed Adeeb Abdul Gafoor and former

Maldives Marketing and Public Relations Corporation

(MMPRC) Managing Director Abdulla Ziyath, both of

whom were convicted in connection with the so-called

MMPRC graft scandal. [Sun Online]

The 2014 MMPRC corruption scandal saw allegations

of corruption made against public officials including

ministers, parliamentarians and judges who all

received undue benefits. President Ibrahim Solih took

office in November 2018 following his campaign

pledging zero tolerance for corruption and to hold

those implicated in the scandal to account.

In this effort, the government established the

Presidential Commission on Corruption and State

Asset Recovery. The Commission has reported the

total cost of the scandal to be USD 259 million and

released a list of 281 individuals who stole funds –

including 119 former and incumbent state officials.

Against this backdrop, both Adeeb and Ziyath had

pleaded guilty to corruption charges under a plea deal,

later becoming key witnesses in cases against former

President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom. Adeeb

received a 20-year prison sentence in October 2020

but has been under home confinement since then on

medical grounds. Ziyath, sentenced to a total of 31

years in prison, had been under home confinement

since 2019.

Nepal: Writ petitions filed with Supreme

Court challenging TikTok ban

(na) Nepal’s Supreme Court has received ten writ

petitions challenging the government's decision to ban

TikTok, a popular social media platform. The petitioners

argue that the ban violates constitutionally guaranteed

freedoms of expression and the right to

communication and information. The case was

supposed to be heard in a preliminary hearing by a

single bench of the Supreme Court on November 20,

but due to other priority cases, this matter did not take

precedence. [The Kathmandu Post] [Online Khabar]

Earlier this month, the government imposed a ban on

TikTok, citing the need to protect "social harmony."
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Authorities claim that TikTok encourages hate speech,

leading to disruptions in social harmony and family

structures. The government reportedly reached out to

TikTok multiple times to address content concerns, but

the company did not adequately respond.

This decision followed the issuance of directives

tightening content regulations for all social media

platforms. Social media companies are also required to

open liaison offices in Nepal and register with the

Ministry of Information and Communication

Technology, with tech giants like Facebook, X (formerly

Twitter), and Instagram given three months to comply.

[AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, TikTok, in an email to Nepali

authorities, expressed concerns about the ban's

impact on investment plans, content creators, and

local businesses that rely on the platform for

marketing. The platform stated that it was legally

registered in Nepal and had been in regular

communication with Nepali authorities to address

content concerns.

Nepal: Government allocates funds for

post-earthquake recovery

(na/lm) During a recent Cabinet meeting, the Nepali

government announced several key decisions related

to earthquake response and disaster management.

The government plans to seek financial assistance

from various sources, including individuals,

organizations, friendly countries, and international

organizations, to support post-earthquake

reconstruction efforts. [Nepal News]

A significant step involves reallocating USD 99 million,

originally designated for the Parliamentary

Constituency Infrastructure Development Programme

(PCIDP) for the fiscal year 2023/24, to the Disaster

Management Fund. This fund will be utilized for post-

earthquake rehabilitation and reconstruction. The

Ministry of Finance will provide a total of USD 120

million for effective disaster management, including an

additional USD 21 million to the Disaster Management

Fund.

Recognizing Nepal's high vulnerability to earthquakes,

natural disasters, and climate change, the government

has decided to conduct a comprehensive study on the

feasibility of insuring all types of buildings and

structures, including private homes.
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Families whose homes have been completely damaged

or are unfit for habitation due to earthquakes will

receive USD 375 per family to construct temporary

shelters. The Ministry of Urban Development will

provide technical support for this endeavor.

To enhance coordination and cooperation for

earthquake-related activities, including temporary

shelter construction, an all-party mechanism will be

established at the local level and ward. This

mechanism will operate under the coordination of

elected representatives from the local level and ward,

with representation from various political parties.

The government will promptly provide fuel

expenditure to local administration and security bodies

in earthquake-affected areas. This financial support

aims to cover the immediate costs associated with

search, rescue, and relief efforts.

Pakistan: Appeals filed against Supreme

Court order declaring trial of civilians in

military courts illegal

(xc) Pakistan’s government has filed an intra-court

appeal in the Supreme Court against a previous verdict

that nullified the trial of civilians by military courts.

Various provincial governments, including Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, along with the Defence

Ministry, have also filed appeals against the verdict.

[Times of India]

The appeals come after the Supreme Court's decision

on October 23, which declared the trial of civilians in

military courts as "null and void", bringing relief to

dozens of individuals on trial for their involvement in

protests that followed the arrest of former Prime

Minister Imran Khan in early May [see AiR No. 43,

October/2023, 4]. The decision was seen as a setback

for the government seeking strict punishment for

those involved in attacks on military buildings.

Against this backdrop, the Senate passed a resolution

on November 13, urging the Supreme Court to

reconsider its decision regarding military trials of

civilians arrested after the violent demonstrations on

May 9. However, some senators protested against the

resolution's passage, calling for its withdrawal.

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court to hear

former Prime Minister Nawaz’s conviction
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appeal

(mha/lm) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has

scheduled the appeals filed by the country’s three-

times former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif against his

conviction in the Avenfield Apartments and Al-Azizia

corruption cases. This comes after the IHC earlier this

month reinstated Sharif’s right to appeal the

convictions [see AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5]. [Dawn]

[The News]

Sharif's ability to appeal his convictions was seen as a

significant development ahead of parliamentary

elections scheduled for January, not least because

prosecutors did not oppose his appeals and expressed

no intention to arrest him. If his convictions are

overturned in the coming weeks, Sharif would become

eligible to run for a seat in parliament, and his Pakistan

Muslim League (Nawaz) party could potentially return

to power.

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Nawaz Sharif

allowed to record his statement in

Toshakhana case

(lm) An accountability court in Pakistan’s capital,

Islamabad, has ordered the the country's anti-graft

body to record the statements by former Prime

Ministers Nawaz Sharif and Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, as

well as former President Asif Ali Zardari in the so-called

Toshakhana Corruption Case by November 30. [NDTV]

[The Hindu]

The case involves allegations that Sharif and Zardari,

along with others, illegally retained valuable vehicles

gifted to them by foreign countries and dignitaries,

instead of depositing them in the Toshakhana, the

state depository. It is also alleged that during his

tenure as prime minister, Gilani facilitated Zardari in

retaining these vehicles.

Sharif, the leader of the Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N), returned to the South Asian nation in

October after four years of self-imposed exile in

London. During the court proceedings, Sharif's lawyer

urged the court to direct the National Accountability

Bureau to record his client's statements, emphasizing

the need for a supplementary reference to be filed

since the initial reference was filed in Sharif's absence.

Last month, just two days before Sharif’s return to

Pakistan, the court suspended his perpetual arrest

warrants and granted bail. Earlier this month, the court
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ordered the unfreezing of the movable and immovable

properties of Sharif.

Pakistan: PML-N indicates 'Plan B' to

ensure Nawaz Sharif's fourth term as

prime minister

(lm) A senior leader of the Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N) has revealed that the party has a "Plan

B" in place to ensure that party supremo Nawaz Sharif

becomes prime minister for a record fourth time,

should there be any legal hurdles preventing his return

to power. [The Hindu]

Sharif recently returned to Pakistan from the United

Kingdom after four years of self-imposed exile. He

faces legal challenges, including appeals against his

convictions in corruption cases and a disqualification

from contesting polls until 2028.

PML-N Punjab president Rana Sanaullah stated that if

legal obstacles arise, the party will address them after

coming into power. While the PML-N had initially

expressed confidence that there would be no legal

impediments, Sanaullah's comments suggest a

contingency plan is in place.

Pakistan: Top investment council resolves

to speed up privatization process of State-

Owned Enterprises

(mha) Pakistan's Special Investment Facilitation Council

(SIFC), the country's top investment body, has directed

authorities to expedite the privatization process of

loss-making state-owned enterprises (SOEs). This move

is part of Islamabad’s strategy to address its economic

crisis and adhere to fiscal discipline plans agreed upon

with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as part of a

USD 3 billion bailout program. The list of SOEs slated

for privatization includes Pakistan's national flag

carrier.

The SIFC, which was established in June, aims to attract

foreign investment, with a particular focus on Gulf

countries. It seeks investments in various sectors such

as energy, information technology, minerals, defense,

and agriculture. The council, which includes key

military leaders, aims to take a unified approach to

help Pakistan navigate its economic challenges. 
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During a high-level meeting chaired by Caretaker

Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar, the SIFC

reviewed its initiatives and progress, and it

emphasized the need for a collaborative approach to

accelerate the privatization process and deliver short

to medium-term economic benefits. The committee

also discussed strategies to address the energy crisis

and directed the formulation of comprehensive plans

to address oil and gas issues in a sustainable manner

by investing in relevant industries. [Arab News]

[Pakistan Today]

Pakistan: Seven militants killed during

intelligence-based operation in Tank

District

(fd) On the night of November 14/15, the Pakistan

army conducted an intelligence-based operation (IBO)

in Tank District, the country's northwest. In a shootout

seven militants were killed, and weapons and

ammunition were discovered. The Inter Services Public

Relations (ISPR) announced the fatalities were

individuals who had previously been involved in

terrorist activities in the area. As of now, no group has

claimed involvement in the confrontation. [Arab News]

[ISPR] [Tribune]

Pakistan: Islamic Ideological Council gives

women conditional permission to conduct

hajj without mahram

(fd) The Islamic Ideological Council (IIC) has given

women its conditional approval to embark on the hajj

pilgrimage without a mahram. A mahram being a

person with whom marriage is forbidden due to a

close blood relationship or relation either by marriage

or lactation. The IIC stipulated that the women must be

accompanied by a trustworthy woman and require

their husband’s or parents' permission to attend the

pilgrimage. [The Frontier Post]

Pakistan: Former Foreign Minister Bilawal

exhorts the country to choose fresh faces

over old ones

(mr) Former Foreign Minister of the coalition

Government of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto addressed the

workers' convention in Abbottabad. He urged the
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Nation to bring new faces in the government instead of

choosing similar old leaders that have ruled the state

for second or fourth times.

Expressing his confidence in the PPP’s readiness for

upcoming polls, he said: “We have not backed down

from contesting the elections and have complete faith

in the people. We request other political parties to do

the same: trust the people and not play the game that

has been played with the country and its democracy

for seven decades.” [Dawn]

Pakistan: Caretaker Health Minister

orders DRAP crackdown on medicine

profiteers

(fd) The Pakistani caretaker Health Minister Dr.

Nadeem Jan has instructed a crackdown on medicine

that is sold above the maximum retail price set in the

Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) Act. The

state-led media outlets reported that raids in

pharmacies and medical stores had been conducted

across Karachi and Lahore. According to the DRAP

medicine was sold five times higher than the maximum

retail price. Jan promised that “full action” will be taken

against retailers that are in violation of the DRAP.

Pakistan has faced several shortages of lifesaving

medicines in the past. The government's push is

directed against the hoarding of commodities to

reduce price inflation and stimulate the economy.

[Arab News] [Dawn] [The Nation]

Pakistan: Four fighters killed near

Afghanistan border

(lm) Pakistani security forces killed four armed

militants, including a high-value target, during an

intelligence-based operation near the northwestern

border with Afghanistan in the Khaisoor area of North

Waziristan district. The operation also led to the

discovery of a cache of weapons, ammunition, and

explosives. [Al Jazeera]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court rules that

Rajapaksas among those who contributed

to economic crisis

(lf/lm) Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court (SCSL) ruled on

November 14 that former President Gotabaya
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Rajapaksa, his brother, former Prime Minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa, and several other government officials

contributed to the country's severe economic crisis

which came to a head in June 2022. Notable figures

named in the petition besides the Rajapaksa brothers

include two former central bank governors and

incumbent President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who was

prime minister at the time of the crisis. [Al Jazeera]

[Reuters]

The ruling came in response to a petition filed by

Transparency International Sri Lanka against 13 former

officials, and it stated that their actions, omissions, and

conduct had a role in the crisis. Crucially, however, the

court did not order any punishment.

Former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, reacting to the

Supreme Court judgment, vehemently stated his

disagreement. He asserted that he would not accept

the judgment and pledged to provide reasons for his

stance when he felt the time right. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe ‘yet

to decide’ if he will contest 2024

presidential election 

(lf) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

stated that he has “yet to decide” whether he will seek

re-election in the 2024 presidential and parliamentary

elections. The president maintained that his current

goal was steering the country away from bankruptcy

and working towards a suitable and stable economic

recovery which Sri Lanka can benefit from and would

leave the decision on whether to run for re-election as

president to a later date. [Daily Mirror]

Discussing his government’s ongoing efforts to

restructure Sri Lanka’s economy in the wake of its

financial crisis in mid-2022, President Wickremesinghe

outlined his primary goals of emphasising expenditure

reduction, eliminating corruption and scaling

commitments to what is tangibly achievable. He linked

these measures to the recently presented budget [see

AiR, No. 46, November/2023, 2], which was heavily

influenced by IMF expectations, as per Sri Lanka’s

agreement with the organisation to acquire a tranche

of USD 330 million following an annual review. Noting

an increase of infrastructure projects being funded

and recovering inflationary figures, Wickremesinghe

sold an optimistic outlook on the country’s economic

future.

The president also touched on international trade,

highlighting his goal for Sri Lanka to be a competitive
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market in Asia and his desire to enhance trade

opportunities with RCEP, India, Bangladesh, and the

EU. President Wickremesinghe also reaffirmed

statements in his budget speech made on November

13 that confirmed presidential and general elections

will be taking place in 2024, putting to rest rumours

that the government might delay the democratic

process under the auspices of not being able to fund a

vote.

Sri Lanka: Nearly 200,000 new taxpayers

registered in 2023 so far

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Inland Revenue Department (IRD), the

body responsible for collecting taxation, updated the

Committee on Public Accounts (COPA) about the

registration of 198,253 new taxpayers in 2023. In a

recent meeting held on November 19, COPA discussed

the Auditor General's reports and the IRD's

performance for 2019, 2020, and 2021. [Daily Mirror]

[Daily FT]

It was revealed that there are approximately 16 million

citizens aged 18 and above, and special programs are

underway to involve them in the tax payment process.

The committee raised concerns about the proper

receipt of Value Added Tax (VAT) by the government

for various goods and services. Currently, around

13,000 institutions are registered for VAT, and the IRD

is investigating the correct remittance of this tax by

these entities. COPA emphasised the need for

institutions collecting VAT to establish systems

ensuring accurate tax remittance to the government.

During the meeting, COPA inquired about the

possibility of the Inland Revenue Department taking

over and maintaining the Revenue Administration

Management Information System (RAMIS) computer

system, an online tool to control and monitor taxation

collection. However, due to a shortage of human

resources, the IRD officials stated their inability to

manage the system. It was disclosed that six

institutions are already connected to RAMIS, while the

Department of the Registrar of Companies faces a

delay in connecting due to technical reasons.

Taxation reform has been a high priority for the IMF in

Sri Lanka, who have recommended the government

reevaluate its policy to generate more revenue to be

used for creditor debts. Only 137 people had paid

above Rs 5 million (USD 60,000) in 2021, a severely low

number for a country eager to gain more cash. The

registration of new taxpayers a is a healthy sign toward
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Sri Lanka’s economic recovery, but more action is

required to restructure the system in order to operate

at a higher level. [Economy Next]

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

Southeast Asia 

 

Cambodia: Former opposition party vice

president barred from standing for

elections

(dql) The Cambodian Ministry of Justice has confirmed

the ineligibility of Rong Chhun, who recently resigned

as Vice President of the Candlelight Party to become an

advisor for the newly formed National Power Party

(NPP) [see AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2], to stand for

election.

The ministry cited Chhun’s failure to undergo the

required rehabilitation during his two-year jail

sentence as the reason for his ineligibility.

Chhun was sentenced by the Phnom Penh municipal

court in August 2021 to two years in prison and a fine

of USD 500 for incitement. This charge was related to

his visit to the Vietnamese border in Tbong Khmum

province on July 31, 2020, during which he asserted

publicly that a new border post encroached

approximately 500m into Cambodian territory.

After serving one year, three months, and 11 days in

prison, he was released on bail, with the remaining

portion suspended for three years under certain

conditions. [The Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia: Selection process of National

Election Committee members open

(pm) Cambodia’s parliament has announced open the

process for the selection of candidates for the National

Election Committee (NEC) for the current 7th

legislature. Applications for a seat in the NEC will run

until November 23.

The National Assembly (NA) Secretariat has unveiled

that a preliminary list of nine members for the NEC is

already exiting. However, it is still waiting for the

additional applications.

Under the Law on the Organization and Functioning of

the National Election Committee, four members are

elected by the ruling party, four are elected by other

parties with seats in the NA, and one is elected by all

parties with seats in NA. [Khmer Times]

The July general election resulted in only two parties

being represented in the parliament, with the

Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) holding 120 of the 125

seat and the royalist National United Front for an

Independent, Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative

Cambodia holding the remaining five seats [see AiR No.

30, July/2023, 4].

Cambodia: Men Sam elected as president

of the Solidary Front for the Development

of Cambodia Motherland

(pm) Vice President of the ruling Cambodian People’s

Party (CPP), Men Sam An, was elected as chair of the

Solidary Front for the Development of Cambodia

Motherland (SFDCM).

She formerly served as Deputy Prime Minister and as

Minister of National Assembly-Senate Relations and

Inspection.

SFDCM was formerly known as the Kampuchean

United Front for National Salvation, which ousted Pol

Pot’s regime. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Five-year strategic plan on

countering human trafficking

(pm) Cambodia's National Committee for Counter

Trafficking (NCCT) is developing a strategic plan for

2024-2028 to address human trafficking.
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The plan aims to enhance cooperation in the legal and

criminal justice fields, prevent child sexual abuse, and

improve victim protection.

Chou Bun Eng, the Secretary of State for the Ministry of

Interior and Vice-chairwoman of the NCCT,

emphasized these initiatives after evaluating the 2019-

2023 plan.

The new plan also focuses on bolstering technology

resources and knowledge to combat both traditional

and non-traditional (online) crimes. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Loans worth USD 100 million

released for new agriculture policy

(dql) Prime Minister Hun Manet has allocated USD 100

million in loans to fortify the country’s agriculture

sector.

The core priorities of his new agriculture policy focus

on enhancing agricultural production, expanding

markets, maintaining the balance of agricultural costs

and prices, and modernizing agricultural communities.

Additionally, the policy involves deploying agriculture

officials to specific target communes to gather

information on local agricultural products, report to

the agriculture ministry, and address farmers'

intervention requests.

This initiative aims to address challenges faced by

many agriculture communities, such as a lack of capital

or leadership, access to loans, well-established

production chains, adequate production volume, and

high production costs. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: National military police to

engage in fight against crimes against

nature

(dql) The Ministry of Environment and the National

Military Police have launched a joint initiative to

develop extensive standard operating procedures

(SOP) aimed at efficient prevention and repression of

natural resource-related crimes to ensure the

sustainable management of forests, wildlife, and other

vital natural resources.

Under an agreement of November 17 between

Minister of Environment Eang Sophalleth and Sao
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Sokha, Commander of the National Military Police and

Chair of the National Committee for Prevention and

Crackdown on Natural Resources Crime, forces and

resources of the country’s military police will be

deployed when requested the relevant ministry and

capital-provincial authorities.

Former Prime Minister Hun Sen set up the Committee

in 2016, with the aim to extend the reach of crime

prevention and crackdown efforts across the country.

Since then, the Committee has overseen the

prevention and crackdown on natural resource crimes,

such as deforestation, illegal timber transportation and

export of wildlife export, illegal land encroachment and

illicit mining throughout the country. [The Phnom Penh

Post]

Indonesia: House of Representatives plans

to establish committee on police

neutrality in 2024 elections

(yr) The Chair of Commission III, focusing on law,

human rights, and security issues, Bambang Wuryanto,

revealed the Indonesian House of Representatives’

(DPR RI’s) plan to establish a working committee to

ensure the neutrality of the Indonesian National Police

(Polri) in the 2024 general elections. This initiative aims

to uphold Polri's neutrality, mandated by Indonesian

Law Number 2 of 2002, by enhancing collaboration

with relevant institutions to ensure democratic

elections characterized by integrity. [Jakarta Post]

Concerns about the neutrality of Polri, the Indonesian

National Military (TNI), and civil servants have emerged

in the lead-up to Indonesia’s 2024 general elections.

Nasir Djamil, a member of the House of

Representatives from the opposition The Prosperous

Justice Party (PKS), raised concerns about a potential

conflict of interest within the police force due to the

candidacy of Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son

of outgoing President Joko Widodo, as a vice-

presidential candidate alongside Prabowo Subianto for

the presidential candidate.

This situation is perceived as a potential conflict of

interest, given the police’s legal subordination to the

President. Evidence suggests some police officers were

involved in installing campaign billboards for “certain

political parties” and removing them for others.

[Kompas 1]

Furthermore, President Widodo’s appointment of

General Agus Subiyanto as the new Commander of the
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Indonesian National Armed Forces, a close ally to the

President, has raised questions about the military’s

impartiality [see AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2].

Meanwhile, in South Kalimantan, the Election

Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu) is investigating a case

involving a civil servant’s alleged violation of neutrality

following the circulation of a campaign-related video.

[Kompas 2, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Prabowo leads in new poll on

Indonesian presidential contenders

(jb) Indonesian presidential candidate Prabowo

Subianto has gained a significant lead over his closest

rival, Ganjar Pranowo, in a recent opinion poll. The

October 27 - November 1 survey by Indikator Politik

Indonesia revealed that 39.7 percent of respondents

favor Prabowo, while 30 percent support Ganjar

Pranowo.

This marks a notable shift from previous polls where

the candidates were neck-and-neck, with Prabowo at

36.1 percent and Ganjar at 33.7 percent. The latest

survey coincided with the entry of Gibran Rakabuming

Raka, Jokowi's 36-year-old son, into the race, following

a Constitutional Court ruling that waived the minimum

age requirement of 40 for all candidates.

Despite concerns about political dynasties and

accusations of interference, the survey showed a

substantial increase in support for Prabowo,

particularly from younger voters and Jokowi loyalists.

Indikator's executive director, Burhanuddin Muhtadi,

noted that Gibran's inclusion proved to be both an

asset and a liability, reflecting the complex dynamics at

play in the upcoming elections on February 14. [Yahoo!

News]

Indonesia: Investigation into village

officials’ support of presidential and vice-

presidential candidate pair

(yr) The Indonesian General Election Supervisory

Agency (Bawaslu) has identified potential violations

related to support from several village officials'

associations for the presidential and vice-presidential

candidate pair Prabowo Subianto-Gibran Rakabuming

Raka.
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This is problematic as village officials are prohibited

from involvement in political campaigns.

Although the “2023 Village National Gathering” in

Jakarta on November 19 did not explicitly endorse a

specific candidate pair, Bawaslu plans to launch

further investigations. [Kompas]

Indonesia: Largest ASEAN floating solar

plant launched

(jb) Indonesia has taken a significant stride toward

sustainable energy with the recent introduction of

Southeast Asia’s largest floating solar power plant in

West Java.

President Joko Widodo unveiled the 192-megawatt

peak (MWp) facility, a collaboration between state-

owned utility company Perusahaan Listrik Negara

(PLN) and Abu Dhabi’s state-owned renewable energy

company Masdar. This initiative aligns with Indonesia’s

commitment to achieving 23 percent renewable energy

by 2025 and net-zero emissions by 2060.

Anticipated to generate 245 gigawatt-hours annually,

the plant could power 50,000 households. The

government envisions scaling the project to 500 MWp

and potentially reaching 1,000 MWp in the future.

Indonesia is also addressing its reliance on coal,

responsible for 60 percent of its electricity. The Just

Energy Transition Partnership (JETP), led by the US and

Japan, aims to retire 15 gigawatts of coal power with a

USD 600 billion capital support over three decades.

Combining public and private investments, the JETP

supports climate financing for transitioning away from

fossil fuels while promoting a green economy.

Indonesia’s vast geothermal potential, representing 40

percent of global resources, is pivotal for energy

sustainability. Despite challenges, the government

targets 5,000 MW of geothermal capacity by 2025.

Positioned along the Ring of Fire, Indonesia's seismic

activity provides a unique advantage, offering an

estimated 23.7 gigawatts of geothermal capacity

across 300 sites. [ASEAN Briefing]

Indonesia: Anti-LGBTQ protest against

British music band 

(dql) Around 300 conservative Muslims took to the

streets to protest the first-ever concert in Indonesia by
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the British music group Coldplay on November 15. The

demonstrators expressed their disapproval of the

band's support for the LGBTQ community.

Numerous Islamic groups had called for the

cancellation of the British band's only concert in

Muslim-majority Indonesia this year, citing the rock

group's views as conflicting with their conservative

beliefs.

Although homosexuality is not explicitly outlawed in

Indonesia, except in Aceh province where Sharia law

applies, same-sex relations and LGBTQ legal

protections face significant opposition in the

conservative Muslim-majority society. LGBTQ

individuals can encounter persecution and

discrimination from their fellow citizens in their daily

lives. [Metro Weekly]

Indonesia: Air Force planes crash in

Pasuruan

(yr) Two Indonesian Air Force (TNI AU) EMB 314 Super

Tucano training aircraft, crashed in the Watugedek, a

mountain slope area in Pasuruan, East Java, on

November 16.

These aircraft were part of a training exercise from the

Abdurrahman Saleh Air Squadron in Malang.

The Indonesian Air Force’s Information Service

confirmed that each aircraft carried two crew

members, resulting in the loss of four Indonesian Air

Force soldiers, and suspected weather conditions as a

contributing factor to the accident. [Antara] [Kompas]

Lao PDR: Government to ensure minimum

half import-export payments through

banking system

(ws) The government has committed to ensuring that a

minimum of 50 percent of import and export

payments will be conducted through the banking

system by the end of 2023, aligning with a resolution

passed by the National Assembly earlier this year.

Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone made this pledge

while responding to a lawmaker's query during the

ongoing session of the National Assembly.

As part of Laos’ strategy to address economic

challenges, the government aims to regulate foreign
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currencies, emphasizing measures to channel more

foreign exchange earned from exports and foreign

investments through the banking system.

The Prime Minister has directed action against any

illicit activities intended to manipulate exchange rates.

The relevant sector has been assigned the

responsibility of monitoring and identifying groups

engaged in unauthorized money-changing activities.

Also, the government is in the process of restricting the

import of luxury goods by implementing increased

excise taxes on specific products, in order to reduce

the amount of foreign currency spent on imports.

Moreover, Prime Minister Sonexay stated that efforts

will be intensified to combat illegal trade, particularly

the smuggling of goods along the border with

neighboring countries. Additionally, the government

will encourage the Lao people to enhance agricultural

production for exports and promote the consumption

of domestic products to decrease imports and

preserve foreign currency for the country. [Vientiane

Times]

Lao PDR: Prime Minister Sonexay gives

development advice to authorities

(ws) On November 17, Prime Minister Sonexay

Siphandone undertook visits to Luang Prabang and

Xayaboury. During his visit, he recommended to local

authorities the prioritization of road repairs to

enhance the comfort of tourists traveling in the areas.

He emphasized the importance of maintaining well-

functioning visitor facilities in preparation for Visit Laos

Year 2024. Additionally, the Prime Minister suggested

increasing cultivation of crops, production of

handicrafts, and souvenirs for distribution within the

province, with an emphasis on maximizing exports.

Furthermore, authorities were urged to accelerate

progress under the province’s socio-economic

development plan for the remainder of the year,

aiming to meet or surpass established targets. The

Prime Minister also underscored the importance of

transparency in financial transactions to prevent

revenue loss. [Vientiane Times]

Lao PDR: Government launch ‘Gov-X’ app

for digital access to government services
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(ws) On November 2, the Lao Digital Government

Center launched Gov-X, a comprehensive application

designed to offer users access to various government

services and information. The application serves as a

convenient and centralized platform, streamlining

citizens' interactions with a wide range of government

services.

Gov-X is the outcome of a collaborative effort between

the Ministry of Technology and Communications and

the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). This

application allows users to digitally manage official

documents, including E-driving licenses, identity cards,

and passports. Additionally, users can check the status

of business registrations and utilize Khangpanya, a

digital library that provides educational resources such

as textbooks covering subjects from grades 1 to 12 in

the national curriculum, along with lesson plans and

teacher guidelines. [Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Groups call for whipping to be

abolished

(mw) Stakeholders, including the Anti-Death Penalty

Asia Network (ADPAN) and criminal defense lawyer

Rajesh Nagarajan, have commended Malaysia's

Federal Court decision to commute the sentences of

seven death row inmates to life imprisonment of thirty

years [see AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2]. While

acknowledging this positive step towards abolishing

the mandatory death penalty, concerns have been

raised about the mandatory whipping requirement of

at least twelve lashes.

ADPAN emphasized that individuals on death row can

now have their personal mitigating circumstances

considered by the Federal Court, strengthening fair

trial rights. However, the NGO urged the government

to review the use of mandatory whipping, considering

it as cruel and unusual punishment. ADPAN also called

for the end of corporal punishment and urged

Malaysia to ratify the United Nations Convention

against Torture.

Criminal defense lawyer Rajesh Nagarajan echoed

these concerns, emphasizing the need to abolish both

the death penalty and whipping, describing them as

barbaric and primitive punishments. [The Star]

Malaysia: Death, life term sentences

related to drug trafficking offenses
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undergo review under amended law

(mw/lm) In Malaysia, seven cases of prisoners on death

row for drug trafficking offenses have undergone a

review, and the life terms of four other prisoners have

been reviewed as well, following capital punishment

reforms passed earlier this year. [The Star]

Malaysian lawmakers in April voted to remove the

mandatory death penalty for crimes including drug

trafficking and murder, allowing judges to use their

discretion on whether to impose capital punishment.

The amendments also saw penalties that call for

imprisonment for the duration of the offender's

natural life replaced with a jail term of between 30 to

40 years.

A total of 1,020 death row and life imprisonment

prisoners were eligible to submit applications, with 978

received by the Legal Affairs Division and Chief

Registrar’s Office of the Federal Court as of last week.

The application period required submissions within

ninety days from the effective date of the Natural Life

(Temporary Jurisdiction of the Federal Court) Act,

which was September 12.

Earlier this month, Malaysia's Federal Court commuted

the death sentences and natural-life prison terms of 11

individuals convicted of drug trafficking, including two

Thai nationals. The sentences of all 11, including seven

death row inmates, have been reduced to life

imprisonment for 30 years each. [AiR No. 46,

November/2023, 2]

Malaysia: All ethnicities got fair shot at

joining civil service, minister says

(mw/lm) The Special Functions Minister of Malaysia,

Armizan Ali, has claimed that based on the breakdown

of civil servant hopefuls called for interviews and those

eventually hired last year, all ethnicities in Malaysia

were given a fair chance at joining the civil service. The

statistics showed that Malay, Chinese, and Indian

candidates had nearly equal chances of being

appointed after being interviewed, with approximately

24.9 percent of Malays, 26.5 percent of Chinese, and

27 percent of Indians who were interviewed eventually

being hired. [Free Malaysia Today]

Of the over 120,000 candidates called for interviews by

the Public Services Commission last year, only 88,897

had attended the interview while 20,762 candidates

were eventually appointed. The 20,762 appointed

comprise 16,126 Malays (or 77.7 percent of the total
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appointed), 1,014 Chinese (4.9 percent), 991 Indians

(4.8 percent), 1,199 Sabah Bumiputeras (5.8 percent),

887 Sarawak Bumiputeras (4.3 percent), 45 Orang Asli

(0.2 percent) and 500 from other races (2.4 percent).

Malaysia: Bukit Jelutong residents oppose

plan to convert golf center into housing

project

(mw/lm) Residents of Bukit Jelutong in Shah Alam,

Malaysia, have gathered in protest against the

proposed conversion of the Bukit Jelutong Golf Centre

(BJGC) into a housing project. More than 200 residents

expressed their concerns, urging the Shah Alam City

Council (MBSA) to reconsider its decision to allow the

development of BJGC without consulting the local

community. The protesters are demanding that MBSA

withdraw the planning permission for the housing

project and retain the green area for sports and

recreational activities. Residents also want the

developer to halt the project and return the land for

public use. [The Star]

Malaysia: Foreign journalist claims to

have been tortured for three days, held

for USD 400,000 ransom

(mw/lm) A journalist from Bangladesh has claimed that

he was kidnapped and tortured for three days by a

group of local men in Malaysia. The victim was

allegedly taken from his home in Putrajaya under the

guise of a police investigation. He was held captive,

beaten, and threatened with death unless he paid USD

400,000 million. After paying over USD 10,600 and

managing to escape briefly, he convinced his captors

he was an unwitting victim and was released near a

bank in Kapar, Klang. [New Straits Times]

The journalist believes the incident is linked to a

criminal syndicate exploiting foreign workers in

Malaysia. He filed a police report, and authorities are

investigating the case.

Malaysia: Bangladeshi man gets 22 years'

jail, 15 lashings for raping stepdaughter

(mw) A Bangladeshi man has been sentenced to 22 in

prison and 15 lashings for raping his thirteen-year-old

stepdaughter. The accused was found guilty of incest,
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and the judge ordered him to serve the sentence from

the date of his arrest three years ago. [The Star]

Malaysia: 15-year timeline needed to

address stateless Indian cases, NGO

warns

(mw/lm) A non-governmental organization in Malaysia,

Development of Human Resources for Rural Areas

Malaysia, has highlighted that it will take approximately

15 years at the current rate to review all cases of

stateless Indians in the country. According to the

NGO's president, there are around 16,000 people of

Indian descent in Malaysia facing various citizenship

issues, including problems related to red identification

cards, lack of birth or wedding certificates, and

citizenship status. The government has acknowledged

that it can only process about 10,000 citizenship

applications annually, and with 150,000 such cases

pending, it would take more than a decade to address

them all. [The Star]

Malaysia: Couples easy prey for fake

imams operating in border region

(mw/lm) Fake imams operating along the Malaysia-

Thailand border have been involved in fraudulent

marriages, preying on Malaysian couples, including

those with "Datuk" titles. These individuals pose as

pious religious figures, wearing traditional robes and

Muslim skullcaps, and confidently explain marriage

procedures to attract couples seeking to get married.

[New Straits Times]

According to the vice-president of the Narathiwat

Islamic Council Department in Thailand, these fake

imams work with marriage syndicates operating along

the border, particularly in Kelantan. Couples often

choose to marry in Southern Thailand due to various

reasons, including difficulties with marriage

arrangements in Malaysia. However, these marriages

organized by fake imams can lead to legal troubles

when the couples later discover that their marriages

are not valid.

Malaysia: Government mulls amendments

to Protected Areas Act to enhance

national security
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(mw) The Malaysian government is reviewing the

Protected Areas and Protected Places Act to determine

whether amendments are necessary. The review

commenced last year and is expected to result in

amendments with both rewarding and punitive

elements. [The Star]

This law has not been reviewed since 1959, and the

study aims to strengthen various elements, including

punishment and powers granted to enforcement

agencies beyond just the police. The proposed

amendments will also include important national

targets related to security and economic interests,

covering sectors such as transportation,

telecommunications, and oil and gas.

The government aims to ensure an efficient delivery

system at border entry points through the Single

Border Agency (SBA) initiative, which integrates various

government enforcement agencies. The SBA,

announced by Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, seeks to

integrate over 20 government enforcement agencies

for improved operational efficiency at entry points,

especially in Johor.

Malaysia: National Security Council, police

monitor terrorist threats amid strong

support for Palestinians

(mw) Malaysia’s National Security Council (MKN) is

actively monitoring terrorist threats, especially those

received through social media, according to its

director-general. He attributed the threats to

Malaysia's strong support for the Palestinian people,

particularly expressed by Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim. [New Straits Times]

In a similar vein, Inspector-General of Police, Tan Sri

Razarudin Husain, assured that the police have not

received any direct or indirect threats related to

Malaysia's defense of the Palestinian people. He

mentioned that the police are continuously gathering

information and intelligence to ensure national

security. [The Star]

Myanmar: Resistance forces seize nine

towns, combat on new fronts leaves

military junta overstretched

(jw) In the three weeks following the launch of

“Operation 1027,” the Three Brotherhood Alliance has
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successfully seized control of nine towns: five in the

northern Shan state — Chin Shwe Haw, Hseni,

Kunlong, Monekoe, Namkham, and Phaungsai — two

in the Sagaging Region — Kamphat and Kawling — and

Rih Kaw Dar in the western Chin State.

The military regime denied reports of captured military

posts on November 14, calling them “propaganda.”

[The Irrawaddy] [Reuters 1]

Many of these towns are crucial trade hubs along the

Myanmar-China border and may affect bilateral

diplomacy, trade, and infrastructure development if

the conflict escalates.

This assault on multiple fronts has left the military

junta overstretched as the regime struggles to deal

with a growing opposition force. [Reuters 2]

Myanmar: Military regime recaptures

Pauktaw

(jw/sk) Myanmar’s military junta has claimed the

recapture of the city of Pauktaw, a town near the

Rakhine State capital Sittwe nearly two days after the

Arakan Army (AA) took complete control of Pauktaw on

November 16.  [The Irrawaddy] [MyanmarNow]

Myanmar: 20,000 civilians flee Loikaw in

aftermath of assault by Karenni

Nationalities Defense Force

(jw) The Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG) reported

that more than 20,000 residents have fled Loikaw as

the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF)

attacked junta posts at Loikaw University and a prison

in the Kayah State Capital.

Khun Bedu, chairman of the KNDF, said that the prison

was targeted to free individuals who had been

arrested after the military coup. Approximately 10,000

people left the city between November 11 and 14. On

the morning of November 15, an additional 10,000

civilians fled as city gates briefly opened.

Many neighborhoods remain closed off, leaving about

30,000 civilians trapped as the military junta shells the

city with heavy artillery.

The KHRG estimates that 20 civilians have been killed

because of the junta army’s retaliation.  [RFA Burmese]
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[RFA]

Myanmar: Military Council instructs

government employees and veterans to

prepare for emergencies

 (wn) On November 15, the Naypyitaw Council issued a

statement regarding the ongoing fighting between

three twin ethnic armed groups, the allied People’s

Defense Forces, and the military in Rakhine State and

Sagaing.

The Naypyitaw Council is the executive body under the

President of Myanmar that administers Naypyidaw

Union Territory, an administrative division in central

Myanmar that contains Naypyidaw, the capital city of

Myanmar.

In response, government departments have instructed

employees and veterans who have attended the

National Civil Service University to form two separate

divisions. One division will carry out emergency relief

work, while the other will focus on regular office work.

This measure has been taken to ensure effective

management and coordination of relief efforts in the

affected areas.

According to U Tin Maung Swe, the Naypyitaw Council’s

secretary, they can respond to security and natural

disasters in case of an emergency.  He stated that the

current situation in Naypyitaw  s stable. In the event of

an emergency, one unit will be responsible for carrying

out search and rescue operations. In contrast, the

other unit will continue regular office work and provide

administrative support. [VOA Burmese]

However, according to the National Administrative

Council, security teams have been formed in

Naypyitaw ministries, which is a timely measure amidst

the ongoing instability in Rakhine.

He also mentioned that security operations are

currently taking place only in some townships in Chin

and Sagaing. [Weekly Eleven News]

Myanmar: Cash withdrawals not

restricted by central bank

(wn) Myanmar’s military council declared on November

19 that there are no restrictions on cash withdrawals

from banks imposed by the central bank. In response
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to queries from local news outlets, the council clarified

that individuals can withdraw cash from banks

following the regulations of the respective bank

branches.

Concerns have arisen among the public due to

circulating news on social networks indicating that

banks are limiting withdrawals. Addressing this, the

military council emphasized that the central bank will

take legal action against individuals spreading false

information.

The ongoing intense fighting in provinces crucial for

border trade, particularly in the northern part of Shan

State, has heightened anxiety among the public. Many

are swiftly withdrawing their savings from banks in

response to escalating territorial disputes in the

central part of the country. [VOA Burmese] [Central

Bank of Myanmar]

Myanmar: Kokang leader replaced by

Brigadier General

(sk) The military council has replaced Myint Swe, the

chairman of Kokang Self-Administered Zone (SAZ), with

Brigadier General Tun Tun Myint. This change is

perceived as an effort to restore order in Laukkai, the

SAZ capital, recognized by the Chinese government as

a key center for illegal online gambling and predatory

scam operations. This has prompted pressure on

Kokang authorities to take decisive action.

Concurrently, the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army, an armed resistance group in the

Kokang region, is preparing to launch an assault on

Laukkai, effectively confining junta control to the city.

Consequently, officials have relocated to Naypyitaw for

safety reasons. [MyanmarNow]

Myanmar: NUG-backed bank to launch

share sale  

(sk) The Spring Development Bank (SDB), established

by Myanmar's National Unity Government (NUG), is

initiating the sale of USD 10 million worth of shares,

representing a percentage of the bank's net worth. The

generated funds aim to address pressing needs amid

escalating resistance attacks on the military. Interested

buyers have the opportunity to acquire shares at USD

0.001 per share in batches of at least 10,000 shares.
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Introduced by the NUG in July to circumvent junta

controls, the SDB is structured with 51 percent

ownership by the NUG, while the remaining shares are

open to the public. Operating online, the bank accepts

multiple currencies and provides essential banking

services, including transfers, payments, and loans.

Currently serving 44,000 customers, the bank also

facilitates the purchase of NUG treasury bonds and

housing apartments. [MyanmarNow]

Myanmar: 250 Rohingya refugees reach

Indonesia on overcrowded boat

(sk) Approximately 250 Rohingya refugees reached

western Indonesia aboard a dilapidated and

overcrowded boat, contributing to a total of nearly 600

reported arrivals last week.

The vessel, believed to have sailed from Bangladesh,

carried passengers, including women and children,

enduring dire conditions after almost three weeks at

sea.

Local officials anticipate additional boats in transit,

signaling the onset of the sailing season. The UN

refugee agency is collaborating with authorities to aid

the arrivals, emphasizing the imperative for support

and permitting refugees to disembark. In 2022, over

2,000 Rohingya undertook similar journeys, resulting in

nearly 200 reported deaths or disappearances.

[MyanmarNow]

The Philippines: Human rights

commission clarifies stand on abortion

after senators defer budget hearing

(lb) The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in the

Philippines clarified its stance on abortion, stating that

it is against abortion except in "extreme

circumstances," with "termination for medical reasons"

annotated as an explanation of "extreme

circumstances." The clarification came after the Senate

deferred the discussion on the CHR's 2024 budget due

to concerns raised by Senator Alan Peter Cayetano

regarding the CHR's earlier statement supporting the

decriminalization of abortion. [Rappler]

In September 2022, the CHR's Executive Director

Jacqueline Ann de Guia had advocated for the

decriminalization of abortion as part of advancing

gender empowerment and women's rights. However,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-vh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-vu/


Senator Cayetano criticized this position during the

budget hearing, calling it a "weak excuse."

International bodies, including the United Nations and

the World Health Organization, have recognized

abortion as a reproductive health rights issue and

recommended its decriminalization. However, the

Philippines has highly restrictive laws against abortion.

According to the Philippine Safe Abortion Advocacy

Network (Pinsan), around 1.26 million Filipino women

induce abortions yearly, and approximately three

women die each day due to lack of access to safe

abortion.

In related developments, Senate President Juan Miguel

Zubiri has reminded the CHR of the Senate's role in

restoring its 2018 budget when the House of

Representatives initially allocated just P1,000 during

the Duterte administration. Zubiri's reminder came as

he criticized the CHR for statements made by its

Executive Director Jacqueline De Guia supporting the

decriminalization of abortion in the Philippines.

[Politiko]

The Philippines: ‘Impeach Sara’ buzz swirls

in House; leaders douse rumors

(lb) Leaders of the House of Representatives in the

Philippines have denied rumors of an alleged plot to

file an impeachment complaint against Vice President

Sara Duterte, emphasizing that such claims are

baseless and aimed at sowing discord between Vice

President Duterte and Speaker Martin Romualdez.

[PhilStar]

Both House Majority Leader Manuel Jose Dalipe and

Rep. Erwin Tulfo denied insinuations of Speaker

Romualdez's purported presidential aspirations for

2028 and stressed that the priority is unity for

progress, not discord against Vice President Duterte or

her family.

The Philippines: Social activist Walden

Bello hopes De Lima release to call

attention to other cases

(lb) Social activist and sociology professor Walden Bello

expressed hope that Senator Leila De Lima's recent

release on bail would draw attention to other cases of

political persecution in the Philippines, including his

own. [Inquirier.net]
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Bello is facing libel and cyber libel cases filed against

him by Vice President Sara Duterte's former

information officer, Jefry Tupas. His legal defense team

aims to challenge the legitimacy of the libel and cyber

libel laws and explore options for defending freedom

of expression, stating that these laws are often utilized

for political persecution rather than safeguarding

rights. They are also contemplating actions to question

the constitutionality of these laws before the Supreme

Court as part of a larger advocacy to protect freedom

of speech and the press in the country.

The Philippines: Ex-President Duterte

summoned by prosecutor for allegedly

threatening a lawmaker

(lb/lm) Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte

has been summoned by the government prosecutor in

Quezon city to respond to allegations that he recently

threatened a female lawmaker, Rep. France Castro,

with death. The former president is now required to

appear before a government prosecutor in December

as part of an investigation into the complaint. It was

the first known subpoena for a criminal complaint

issued to Duterte since his six-year presidential term

ended in June last year. [Associated Press]

In separate developments, Duterte in his TV show on

November 15 issued a warning, asking people and

members of Parliament to closely monitor the Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine

National Police (PNP) amid recent political

developments, particularly within Parliament’s lower

House.

Specifically, Duterte expressed unease over an

apparent emerging alliance between Speaker Martin

Romualdez and Rep. Castro, who Duterte claims is a

member of the Communist Party of the Philippines

(CPP). Duterte insinuated that Romualdez has been

seeking support from various groups, including

Castro's leftist bloc, as part of his presidential bid in

2028. [PhilStar]

The Philippines: House Deputy Majority

Leader attends Executive Course on

Legislation

(lb) House Deputy Majority Leader and Anti-Crime and

Terrorism Community Involvement and Support party

list Rep. Erwin Tulfo, Erwin Tulfo, along with three
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other newly elected members of the House of

Representatives, attended the Executive Course on

Legislation (ECL). The ECL aims to help newly installed

congressmen fulfill their legislative duties more

effectively by providing them with insights into

development concepts, the legislative process,

parliamentary rules and procedures, and more.

[Politiko]

The course was organized by the Office of Secretary-

General Reginald Velasco in partnership with the

University of the Philippines-National College of Public

Administration and Governance (UP-NCPAG) Center for

Policy and Executive Development (CPED).

The Philippines: Human rights

commission clarifies stand on abortion

after senators defer budget hearing

(lb) The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in the

Philippines clarified its stance on abortion, stating that

it is against abortion except in "extreme

circumstances," with "termination for medical reasons"

annotated as an explanation of "extreme

circumstances." The clarification came after the Senate

deferred the discussion on the CHR's 2024 budget due

to concerns raised by Senator Alan Peter Cayetano

regarding the CHR's earlier statement supporting the

decriminalization of abortion. [Rappler]

In September 2022, the CHR's Executive Director

Jacqueline Ann de Guia had advocated for the

decriminalization of abortion as part of advancing

gender empowerment and women's rights. However,

Senator Cayetano criticized this position during the

budget hearing, calling it a "weak excuse."

International bodies, including the United Nations and

the World Health Organization, have recognized

abortion as a reproductive health rights issue and

recommended its decriminalization. However, the

Philippines has highly restrictive laws against abortion.

According to the Philippine Safe Abortion Advocacy

Network (Pinsan), around 1.26 million Filipino women

induce abortions yearly, and approximately three

women die each day due to lack of access to safe

abortion.

In related developments, Senate President Juan Miguel

Zubiri has reminded the CHR of the Senate's role in

restoring its 2018 budget when the House of

Representatives initially allocated just P1,000 during

the Duterte administration. Zubiri's reminder came as

he criticized the CHR for statements made by its
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Executive Director Jacqueline De Guia supporting the

decriminalization of abortion in the Philippines.

[Politiko]

The Philippines: ‘Impeach Sara’ buzz swirls

in House; leaders douse rumors

(lb) Leaders of the House of Representatives in the

Philippines have denied rumors of an alleged plot to

file an impeachment complaint against Vice President

Sara Duterte, emphasizing that such claims are

baseless and aimed at sowing discord between Vice

President Duterte and Speaker Martin Romualdez.

[PhilStar]

Both House Majority Leader Manuel Jose Dalipe and

Rep. Erwin Tulfo denied insinuations of Speaker

Romualdez's purported presidential aspirations for

2028 and stressed that the priority is unity for

progress, not discord against Vice President Duterte or

her family.

The Philippines: Social activist Walden

Bello hopes De Lima release to call

attention to other cases

(lb) Social activist and sociology professor Walden Bello

expressed hope that Senator Leila De Lima's recent

release on bail would draw attention to other cases of

political persecution in the Philippines, including his

own. [Inquirier.net]

Bello is facing libel and cyber libel cases filed against

him by Vice President Sara Duterte's former

information officer, Jefry Tupas. His legal defense team

aims to challenge the legitimacy of the libel and cyber

libel laws and explore options for defending freedom

of expression, stating that these laws are often utilized

for political persecution rather than safeguarding

rights. They are also contemplating actions to question

the constitutionality of these laws before the Supreme

Court as part of a larger advocacy to protect freedom

of speech and the press in the country.

The Philippines: Ex-President Duterte

summoned by prosecutor for allegedly

threatening a lawmaker
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(lb/lm) Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte

has been summoned by the government prosecutor in

Quezon city to respond to allegations that he recently

threatened a female lawmaker, Rep. France Castro,

with death. The former president is now required to

appear before a government prosecutor in December

as part of an investigation into the complaint. It was

the first known subpoena for a criminal complaint

issued to Duterte since his six-year presidential term

ended in June last year. [Associated Press]

In separate developments, Duterte in his TV show on

November 15 issued a warning, asking people and

members of Parliament to closely monitor the Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine

National Police (PNP) amid recent political

developments, particularly within Parliament’s lower

House.

Specifically, Duterte expressed unease over an

apparent emerging alliance between Speaker Martin

Romualdez and Rep. Castro, who Duterte claims is a

member of the Communist Party of the Philippines

(CPP). Duterte insinuated that Romualdez has been

seeking support from various groups, including

Castro's leftist bloc, as part of his presidential bid in

2028. [PhilStar]

The Philippines: House Deputy Majority

Leader attends Executive Course on

Legislation

(lb) House Deputy Majority Leader and Anti-Crime and

Terrorism Community Involvement and Support party

list Rep. Erwin Tulfo, Erwin Tulfo, along with three

other newly elected members of the House of

Representatives, attended the Executive Course on

Legislation (ECL). The ECL aims to help newly installed

congressmen fulfill their legislative duties more

effectively by providing them with insights into

development concepts, the legislative process,

parliamentary rules and procedures, and more.

[Politiko]

The course was organized by the Office of Secretary-

General Reginald Velasco in partnership with the

University of the Philippines-National College of Public

Administration and Governance (UP-NCPAG) Center for

Policy and Executive Development (CPED).
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Singapore: PM Lee Hsien Loong at the

Official Opening of Enterprise Singapore's

San Francisco Overseas Centre

(lb) Enterprise Singapore's San Francisco Overseas

Centre was launched during an event attended by Mr.

Lee Chuan Teck, CEO of Enterprise Singapore,

Lieutenant Governor Eleni Kounalakis, and

distinguished guests. This launch coincided with the

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in San

Francisco. The purpose of the event was to foster

stronger economic ties between the US and Singapore,

celebrating their robust relationship in trade,

innovation, and investment.

The centre's establishment aimed to facilitate

partnerships between Singaporean and American

companies, particularly in sectors like biomedical, food

manufacturing, and transportation. Lieutenant

Governor Eleni Kounalakis's presence underscored the

support from the US and California State governments

for this initiative, emphasizing their commitment to

enhancing international economic cooperation and

collaboration. [Prime Ministers Office Singapore]

Singapore: Rise of AI to change traditional

hierarchy of jobs, says President Tharman

(lb) President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, speaking at

the Singapore FinTech Festival, highlighted the

transformative impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on

jobs and the workforce.

He noted that AI would bring about a positive shift in

the traditional hierarchy of jobs and change how jobs

are valued, potentially shifting away from a focus on

intelligence quotient (IQ) to skills like teamwork,

collective imagination, and care jobs.

Furthermore, he emphasized the importance of ethical

regulations and collective governance in various

sectors, including healthcare, national security, and

financial services, to harness the potential of AI

responsibly. [CNA]

Thailand: Charter change panel to meet

on November 24 amid obstruction fears

(lm) The government-appointed panel tasked with

studying a constitutional amendment referendum is

scheduled to convene on November 24 to address
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potential challenges, most notably the contentious

double-majority requirement that has raised concerns

about the viability of the vote. [Bangkok Post 1]

In October, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin appointed

a 35-member committee to assess the feasibility of

conducting a referendum to amend the constitution,

which was originally drafted in 2017 following a 2014

military coup, and disproportionately concentrates

power among unelected officials and the armed forces.

The ruling Pheu Thai party, led by Srettha, had

committed to holding a referendum on constitutional

changes but excluded any modifications to sections

related to the monarchy. [AiR No. 40, October/2023, 1]

Regarding the upcoming meeting, Nikorn Chamnong,

the chairman of the sub-committee responsible for

assessing public sentiment regarding a referendum,

expressed concerns about the potential impact of the

Referendum Act on the amendment process.

Specifically, he cited Section 13 of the Act, which

stipulates that over 50 percent of eligible citizens must

cast their votes, and a majority of those who

participate must approve the amendment for it to be

legally binding. With the double-majority requirement,

at least 13 million eligible voters must vote in favor of

the amendment for the result to have legal validity.

In a similar vein, political scholar Yuttaporn Issarachai

emphasized the need to first amend the Referendum

Act before proceeding with revisions to the

constitution. He cited concerns that the complex

requirements could lead to the failure of the charter-

amendment process right from the outset. Yuttaporn

is also a member of the government committee.

Meanwhile, Senator Wanchai Sornsiri, the chairman of

the Senate’s committee on political development and

public participation, commented that if the

referendum turnout is low, it would signify a lack of

approval from the majority of people. If amendments

to the referendum law are necessary, it may not be

completed within the government's four-year term.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Constitutional Court to

deliberate Move Forward Party cases on

November 22

(ak) The Constitutional Court in Thailand has

postponed its rulings on two cases involving the Move

Forward Party and its former leader and prime

ministerial candidate, Pita Limjareonrat. Originally
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scheduled for November 15, the court has rescheduled

the deliberations for November 22. [Nation Thailand]

The first case accuses Pita, the former party leader, of

violating Article 49 of the Constitution by allegedly

attempting to undermine the monarchy through his

campaign to amend the royal defamation law. In the

second case, Pita is alleged to have contested an

election while holding shares in iTV Plc, which violates

regulations prohibiting media firm shareholders from

participating in elections.

The Election Commission has called on the court to

dissolve the Move Forward Party if Pita is found guilty.

Thailand: Marriage equality bill will go to

parliament in December, prime minister

says

(ak) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has

announced that the cabinet has approved a draft law

on marriage equality, which will be brought to

parliament in December. If approved, Thailand would

become the third place in Asia to recognize same-sex

marriage, following Taiwan and Nepal. Srettha also

expressed interest in hosting World Pride events in

Bangkok in 2028. [Reuters]

Thailand: Legal rights organization

presents amnesty bill, urges government

to support proposal

(lm) Internet Law Reform Dialogue, a Thai legal rights

organization, has proposed a bill on November 20 that

seeks to grant amnesty to individuals currently facing

prosecution or charges related to political activities

from the coup d'état on September 19, 2006, until the

present. [Bangkok Post]

The proposed amnesty is divided into two categories.

The first category includes instant amnesty for those

prosecuted in political cases, encompassing civilians

sentenced by military courts for violating orders issued

by the National Council for Peace and Order, as well as

individuals facing legal action for violating laws related

to royal defamation, the Emergency Decree, or the

2016 referendum.

The second category of amnesty would be determined

by a committee tasked with identifying other criminal

cases linked to political violence driven by political
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motives. The proposed committee comprises 19

members, including the parliament president,

opposition leader, chief whip, representatives from all

political parties, and individuals facing legal action

since the 2006 military coup.

Thailand: Justice Ministry to submit anti-

discrimination bill to Cabinet

(ak) Thailand's Ministry of Justice is in the process of

preparing a bill on anti-discrimination, which is set to

be submitted to the Cabinet for approval. The primary

aim of this bill is to address and reduce inequality in

society by eradicating all forms of discrimination

against individuals. [Bangkok Post]

The proposed bill consists of 48 sections and is

designed to align with international standards,

particularly the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).

Once the bill receives approval from the cabinet, it will

undergo further review by the Council of State before

being submitted to Parliament’s lower House for

consideration and potential enactment into law.

Thailand: Acting Democrat Party leader

Jurin resigns from his position

(ws) Jurin Laksanawisit has resigned from his position

as the acting leader of Thailand's Democrat Party due

to a significant error in a critical financial document

associated with the party. It was recently revealed that

the Fund for Development of Political Parties,

responsible for maintaining records of taxpayers who

allocate small portions of their income tax to the party,

incorrectly identified Narapat Kaewthong, the party's

deputy leader, as the acting Democrat leader instead

of Jurin. [Bangkok Post]

With Jurin stepping down, the Democrat Party is

currently without a full-time leader and is grappling

with internal disputes regarding leadership succession.

While a majority of party MPs reportedly support

Narapat as Jurin's successor, some factions within the

party oppose his elevation to the top position. These

disagreements have resulted in walk-outs during two

previous meetings convened to select Jurin's

replacement, ultimately leading to the adjournment of

the sessions.
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Thailand: Former Move Forward party

leader Pita emphasizes strategic action,

domestic focus

(bk/lm) Pita Limjaroenrat, a key figure and former

leader of Thailand's progressive Move Forward Party,

has voiced his perspective on the country's

international relations and domestic policies. [Thai PBS

World] [YouTube]

Pita believes that influence in international relations

necessitates legitimacy, which is closely tied to a

country's domestic policies. To be a respected

participant in the international community, Thailand

must address domestic issues and ensure its own

house is in order. He stresses that before joining

international rights initiatives, Thailand must focus on

improving its domestic situation.

Regarding domestic policy, Pita critiques Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin's economic initiatives,

particularly the digital wallet scheme and direct

financial assistance to citizens funded by loans. He

argues for redirecting these funds toward critical

societal needs such as education and public health

rather than adopting an old-fashioned approach of

stimulus through direct cash transfers.

While the current government has pledged to

implement stimulus plans, including raising the

minimum daily wage, Pita advocates for a shift towards

economic reconstruction, focusing on long-term

solutions rather than short-term stimulation.

Regarding foreign direct investment, Pita highlights the

need to address issues like water shortages, skilled

labor shortages, and green supply chains on a national

scale, rather than concentrating efforts in special

economic zones. He calls for comprehensive solutions

to these problems across the entire country.

Pita also addresses internal party matters, expressing

disappointment over a recent sexual harassment

controversy within the Move Forward Party. He

emphasizes the necessity of stricter codes of conduct,

prevention, and education within the party for its MPs

and staff.

Despite facing a legal case concerning ownership of iTV

shares, which has led to his suspension as an MP, Pita

remains resolute in his commitment to represent the

people and speak out on societal issues. He believes

that the trust and support he received from voters will

allow him to continue his duties, even outside
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parliament, by advocating for positive change and

progressive policies.

Thailand: Imprisoned political activist

Arnon chooses to withdraw bail

applications in pending cases

(bk/lm) Prominent political activist and lawyer Arnon

Nampa, who is presently imprisoned for a royal

defamation conviction, has decided to withdraw his

bail applications in over 20 pending cases. This

decision comes after the Supreme Court rejected his

bail application related to a royal defamation case for

which he was convicted. [Thai PBS World]

In a letter to his son, Arnon expressed his belief that

bail should be a fundamental right for individuals until

a case concludes. He acknowledged that the rejection

of his bail application by the Supreme Court was not

unexpected for political cases and political prisoners

like himself.

Arnon has multiple cases pending against him, and if

convicted in all of them, he could face more than 80

years in prison.

Thailand: Chinese women clad in school

uniform begging for money; human

trafficking suspected

(lm) A severely abused Chinese woman has been

arrested for begging in front of a shopping mall in

Thailand’s capital, Bangkok. Thai police suspect her

involvement in a human trafficking gang due to the

discovery of approximately USD 56,700 moving

through her bank account every month. Authorities

suspect that the woman and several other Chinese

nationals, all over 40 years old, are victims of human

trafficking and earn substantial amounts of money

through begging. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Prime Minister secures major

investments, global collaborations in

technology, business

(bk) Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin engaged

in a series of meetings during the APEC CEO Summit in

San Francisco, United States, where he interacted with
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executives from Stanford University, students, and key

representatives of major US companies. The primary

focus of these meetings was to bolster confidence,

strengthen relationships, and position Thailand as a

prominent regional business hub within Asia. [The

Nation]

In discussions with Stanford University, the Prime

Minister extended an invitation for the university to

play a pivotal role in Thailand's journey of

development. He also applauded the ongoing

collaboration between Kasetsart University and

Stanford in a Big Data training program, expressing

hope for further participation by Thai universities

through faculty exchange initiatives.

Furthermore, key outcomes emerged from meetings

with major US corporations: Walmart unveiled plans to

modernize its stores, expand services, and enhance

food departments. The prime minister extended an

invitation for Walmart to consider establishing

distribution centers within Thailand. Walmart also

expressed interest in sourcing various Thai agricultural

products such as rice and fruits and planned to

explore new products and potential suppliers in the

first quarter of the upcoming year.

Western Digital (WD) received commendation for its

decision to make Thailand a global hub for

manufacturing hard disk recording heads, in addition

to hosting WD's largest HDD production base. Prime

Minister Srettha emphasized Thailand's commitment

to green energy and encouraged WD to enhance the

skills of local labor.

Google contemplated Thailand as a potential location

for its 11th global data center and signed a

memorandum of understanding (MoU) for

collaboration with Thailand's Digital Economy and

Society (DES) Ministry.

Microsoft explored options for investing in a large-

scale data center in Thailand. Srettha acknowledged

Microsoft's MoU with the government, emphasizing

Thailand's dedication to enhancing public services

through digital technology. He also mentioned

Thailand's Utility Green Tariff (UGT) to support

Microsoft's focus on renewable energy.

OpenAI, represented by CEO Sam Altman, discussed

the possibility of establishing a branch in Thailand. The

Thai leader welcomed this proposition, suggesting

Chiang Mai or Phuket as potential locations due to

their favorable ecosystems.
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Thailand: Government forges

collaboration with Apple

(bk) On November 15, Apple Inc. executives met with

Thailand’s Prime Minister and Finance Minister Srettha

Thavisin in San Francisco, United States, during the

APEC Summit week. [Royal Thai Government]

During the meeting, the Apple executives

acknowledged Thailand's position as the second-

largest producer of iOS application developers in

Southeast Asia and praised the country's infrastructure

and product quality, as Apple has manufacturing

operations in Thailand.

The discussion also touched on Thailand's digital

economy policies, which Prime Minister Srettha

affirmed would be implemented comprehensively,

covering aspects like ease of doing business, one-stop

services, digital government, and green energy.

Both parties agreed to establish an Apple Developer

Academy in Thailand, and the Thai government

extended an invitation for Apple to set up such an

academy in the country.

Thailand: First phase of universal

healthcare program to be rolled out on

January 8

(ws/lm) Starting on January 8, Thai nationals in Phrae,

Roi-et, Phetchaburi, and Narathiwat provinces can

access free medical services at government and

selected private hospitals by showing their ID cards.

This program, an extension of the so-called 30-baht

health program initiated by the now-defunct Thai Rak

Thai party, will be launched in phases, with Phase II in

March and Phase III in April. [ThaiPBSWorld]

Earlier this month, the government approved a USD

6.1 billion budget for universal healthcare, accessible

to migrant workers with passports or social security

cards. Each Thai national's average medical coverage is

set at roughly USD 100. Parliamentary approval is

required, but the budget disbursement won't be

affected by any delays.

Thailand: Navy to consult Office of the

Attorney General on amendment to

submarine contract
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(lm) The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) is still interested in

purchasing a submarine from China but will be

consulting the Office of the Attorney General on

whether the original contract can be amended, Navy

Commander-in-Chief Admiral Adung Phan-iam said on

November 20. [Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

Thailand had agreed to purchase a S26T Yuan-class

submarine from China in 2017 for USD 369 million,

signifying the deepening ties between the two

countries in the military asset supply. However, the

project faced challenges in 2022 when Germany

objected to the use of its MTU 396 diesel engine,

categorized as a military-defense item.

China's state-owned submarine producer, responsible

for constructing the submarine under a government-

to-government agreement, proposed a Chinese-made

engine as an alternative, but the proposal was met

with resistance from Thailand, possibly due to quality

concerns. Against this backdrop, Defence Minister

Sutin Klungsang announced in October that the RTN

had opted to change its procurement plan, shifting to

purchasing a frigate from China instead of a submarine

[see AiR No. 43, October/2023, 4].

Commenting on the change in the procurement plan,

Admiral Adung noted that such a change would be

time-consuming, adding that the shipbuilder is near

completion on the submarine designated for Thailand.

He also mentioned that Beijing would already use a

licensed version of a German submarine enginewhich

matches the MTU 396 diesel engine.

Vietnam: Prominent parliamentary

official arrested as UN rights envoy visits

(tt/lm) Vietnamese authorities arrested Luu Binh

Nhuong, a former member of Vietnam's National

Assembly and current deputy chair of a parliamentary

committee, on suspicion of links to an extortion racket.

Nhuong, known for occasionally expressing critical

opinions about government officials and security

forces, was arrested on November 15. [Reuters]

Notably, the arrest coincided with a visit to Vietnam by

the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to

development, Surya Deva, who warned about the

"selective use of the law" by Vietnamese authorities to

target human rights defenders and climate activists.

Deva called on the government to dispel perceptions

of selectivity in applying the law.
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Vietnam: Government aims to reduce

poverty to under 1 percent by 2025

(tt) Vietnam targets to bring the national poverty rate

down to around 0.9 percent from the current 2.93

percent by 2025. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

According to a report by the Ministry of Labor, Invalids

and Social Affairs, the country has seen significant

reductions in poverty rates, with the overall poverty

rate decreasing by 1-1.5 percent on average annually.

Among ethnic minority populations, the poverty rate

has decreased by over 3 percent annually. Poverty

rates in poor districts have decreased by 5.62 percent

to around 33 percent, and among ethnic minority

groups, the rate has fallen by 3.2 percent to about

17.82 percent.

Vietnam: Eco-label criteria for

environmentally friendly plastic issued

(tt) Vo Tuan Nhan, Deputy Minister of Natural

Resources and Environment, has signed a decision to

issue the criteria for the Vietnam Eco-label targeting

environmentally friendly plastic packaging, to

encourage the responsible use of natural resources

and protect the environment. [VNExpress]
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(dql) Defense ministers of the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) last week convened in Jakarta

for the 10th ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting

(ADMM) Plus to discuss the security situation in the

region.

The ministers called on November 15 for an immediate

cease-fire in Gaza and for the international community

to work together on setting up humanitarian aid

corridors. However, a joint statement on the conflict

was not achieved due to differences in the stances

among the ASEAN member states.

Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei with their Muslim-

majority populations have long been strong supporters

of the Palestinians’ struggle. None of them have

diplomatic relations with Israel. In contrast, Singapore

took a firm position against Hamas and strongly

condemned the attacks the militant group launched

inside Israel on October 7. The city-state has close

defence relations with Israel, and its strong stance

against Hamas leaves it out of step with its larger

Muslim-majority neighbors.

Similarly, the ministers also struggled on how to

address the prolonged civil war in Myanmar, with the

joint statement merely stating that the meeting was

“[s]upporting the full implementation of Five-Point

Consensus in Myanmar and recalling Myanmar’s

commitment to finding a peaceful and durable solution

to the current situation with ASEAN assistance.”

Myanmar’s defense minister was again barred from

attending the meetings due to the military

government’s failure to comply with a five-point peace

plan drafted to ease the violence. 

They also reiterated the significance of maintaining

freedom of navigation and overflight in the South

China Sea and respecting international rules to prevent

maritime clashes in the disputed waters.

Defense chiefs of seven ASEAN partner countries,

including Australia, Japan, India, South Korea, New

Zealand, Russia, and China, took part in the meeting.

[ASEAN] [AP News] [Khmer Times]

China: Yuan surges to second-largest

global trade currency

(ms) China’s yuan is rapidly becoming the second-

largest currency in global trade finance, propelled by a

surge in global companies issuing yuan-denominated

bonds.
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These bonds, known as panda bonds, issued in

mainland China and dim sum bonds, issued in Hong

Kong, are witnessing unprecedented popularity, with

foreign firms and Chinese subsidiaries raising

substantial funds. The appeal of the yuan is intensified

by its low interest rates, providing an attractive

financing option for companies amid rising global

funding costs.

The popularity aligns with China’s strategic goals for an

internationalization of the Chinese currency, aiming to

increase the yuan’s prominence in global transactions.

However, analysts point out challenges, including the

limited international circulation of yuan bonds and a

predominant focus on mainland-Hong Kong

transactions. The yuan’s increasing influence in trade

finance signifies a significant shift, but its global

adoption may encounter obstacles, especially in

countries aligned with the U.S., according to experts.

[Reuters]

China at ASEAN Plus Defense Ministers'

Meeting

(ga) The Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) held its Defense Ministers’ Meeting Plus

(ADMM+) on November 16 in Jakarta, Indonesia.

China was represented at the ADMM+ by Jing Jianfeng,

Deputy Chief of Staff of the Central Military

Commission of China, as China’s Minister of Defense

was removed from office in October and has not yet

been replaced.

The Chinese delegation to ADMM+ called for each

participating country to practice collaboration rather

than confrontation, as well as to support regional

peace and development. [ASEAN] [Xinhua] [AP]

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin attended the

ADMM+ but did not meet with Chinese officials, as US-

China contacts are still limited. Such meetings are

more likely to take place going forward, however, as

the US and China agreed to increase military-military

communication following the meeting between

Presidents Biden and Xi in San Francisco on the

sidelines of the APEC summit (see article in this

edition). [AP] [Department of Defense, US]

At the ADMM+ conference, Austin expressed optimism

about the US-China relationship, particularly in military

communication, highlighting that continued

communication was positive for preventing crises.
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On the sidelines of the conference, Austin also

discussed the US’s ongoing concern about the tensions

between China and Taiwan, reiterating the US’s desire

to support Taiwan in preventing the status quo across

the Taiwan Strait from changing by providing arms to

Taiwan.

Austin also criticized the ongoing confrontations

between China and the Philippines which have

involved territorial disputes in the South China Sea

[see AiR No. 33, August/2023, 3]. [Nikkei Asia]

China hosts Middle East diplomats

(yq) On November 20, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang

Yi met with Arab and Islamic foreign ministers in

Beijing, where they called for an immediate ceasefire in

Gaza and allow humanitarian aid to enter the

destroyed Palestinian enclave.

A delegation of officials from Saudi Arabia, Jordan,

Egypt, Indonesia, the Palestinian authorities, and the

Organization of Islamic Cooperation is scheduled to

meet with representatives of each of the five

permanent members of the United Nations Security

Council. The delegation aims to exert pressure on the

West to reject Israel's justification for its actions

against Palestinians. 

During the joint Islamic-Arab summit in Riyadh earlier

this month, a request was made to the International

Criminal Court to investigate the accusations of war

crimes and crimes against humanity that Israel

allegedly committed in the Palestinian territories.

[Reuters]

China's role in promoting peace in the Middle East was

underscored, with Wang expressing support for the

Palestinian cause and advocating for a comprehensive

settlement of the Palestinian issue. On another note,

Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki accused

Israel of seeking to end the Palestinian people's

presence on their historical land during the meeting.

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry said that the

displacement of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip

would threaten peace, security, and stability in the

region and the world. [Aljazeera]

China stays committed to BRICS

expansion after new Argentinian
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government signals rejection of invitation

to join

(ms) China continues to pledge support for the

expansion of BRICS, despite the looming rejection of

Argentina's invitation following the election of the new

right-libertarian government.

With the election of Javier Milei as Argentina’s next

president, the future of the South American country is

uncertain not only nationally but also internationally

due to his propagated right-libertarian political views.

While under President Alberto Fernandez Argentina

moved closer to China, among other things in the form

of a currency swap deal and the payment of Chinese

exports in renminbi as before the USD dollar, [see AiR

No. 47, November/2022, 4; AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1 ],

this course could come to an end under Milei.

According to reports that have not yet been officially

confirmed, Diana Mondino, who is being touted as the

future foreign minister, is said to have said that

Argentina will not join BRICS under them, which would

be in line with the election campaign in which Milei

already spoke out against Argentine BRICS

membership.

Argentina was invited to join the alliance along with

Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab

Emirates at the BRICS summit in South Africa in

August, which at the time was seen as a major

geopolitical success for China and its goal of

challenging US hegemony [see AiR No. 35,

August/2023, 5].

When asked about Modino’s alleged remarks, the

Chinese Foreign Ministry replied that although they

knew nothing about it, they still saw BRICS as "an

important platform for stronger solidarity and

cooperation among emerging markets and developing

countries to uphold common interest" and that China

would "welcome all countries that are interested to

become a member of the BRICS family." [Bloomberg]

[FMPRC] [Reuters]

Japan at the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation Summit

(ic) Prime Minister Kishida Fumio traveled to San

Francisco to participate in the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) Summit that culminated in the

joint signing of the APEC Leaders’ 2023 Declaration,

also referred to as the Golden Gate Declaration, by 21
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world leaders on November 17. [Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation] At a press conference , Kishida also

lauded the inclusion of a commitment to the

“necessary reform” of the World Trade Organization

(WTO) at the APEC Summit. [Japan News]

On November 16, on the sidelines of the summit,

Kishida announced that he had been invited by US

President Joe Biden for a formal state visit to the US;

while the timing is still currently unknown, it is

speculated that this will mark some of the last high-key

foreign engagements both Kishida and Biden will have

before they have to deal with electoral campaigning

towards the end of 2024. [Asahi Shinbun]

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, Biden, and

Kishida met briefly on November 17, being their first

meeting since the Camp David trilateral summit in

August [see AiR No. 34, August/2023, 4]. Later that day,

Kishida and Yoon would pledge cooperation on clean-

energy supply chains, quantum computing and other

innovative technology during a Silicon Valley

roundtable. [Reuters]

In their first meeting in over a year, Kishida and Xi met

on November 17, where both leaders made headway

towards a potential resolution of the trade dispute

resulting from China’s decision to ban seafood imports

in light of the ongoing discharge of treated water from

the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant into the ocean.

Notably, Xi also alluded to the concept of a "mutually

beneficial relationship based on common strategic

interests," that had been formalized between their

predecessors, Abe Shinzo and Hu Jintao respectively.

Additionally, Kishida and Xi discussed ongoing disputes

in the East China Sea, the Taiwan issue, and the

October arrest of an Astellas Pharma employee in

China. [Nikkei Asian Review] [See AiR No. 43,

October/2023, 4]

Later that day, Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing

Co. (TSMC) founder Morris Chang, representing Taiwan

at the summit, met to discuss economic cooperation

between the two countries with Kishida, and also

discuss the opening of TSMC facilities in Japan. [Focus

Taiwan]

Japanese Trade Minister Nishimura Yasutoshi and

Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao also met on

November 14, agreeing to create a new framework to

discuss key trade issues like China’s mineral export

controls and the non-proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction (WMDs). China has restricted exports of

materials like gallium, used in semiconductors, and

plans to impose curbs on graphite, used in electric
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vehicle batteries, in December. Both sides are also

slated to discuss the safety of Japanese staff in China,

referencing again the arrest of the Astellas Pharma

employee among other incidents. [Nikkei Asian

Review]

Japan at World Trade Organization

committee meeting

(ic) At the World Trade Organization’s (WTO)

Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

(SPS) on November 16, insisted that Chinese and

Russian import bans on Japanese seafood products as

a result of the Fukushima water release violate a WTO

agreement that allows members to take sanitary

measures necessary for the protection of human

health as long as they are based on scientific

principles. [Kyodo News]

Japan-Yemen: Yemeni Houthis seize Red

Sea ship operated by Japanese firm

(ic) A ship operated by Nippon Yusen, also known as

NYK Line, was seized in the Red Sea by Yemeni Houthi

militants on November 20, with footage of the capture

being released on the next day by the militants. [BBC]

Though chartered and operated by a Japanese firm,

the automobile carrier Galaxy Leader flies a Bahamas

flag and is registered to an Isle of Man-based company

linked to another from Israel. Galaxy Maritime, the

company that owns the ship, has stated that the ship is

now in Yemen.

Although not directly tied to Israel, the Houthi militants

that claim credit for the seizure of the ship state that

the disruption of Israel's shipping will continue until

hostilities in Gaza end. Trade Minister Nishimura

Yasutoshi warned of potential downstream effects on

maritime supply chains as shipping companies alter

plans to account for the increased risk. [Nikkei Asian

Review]

Chief Cabinet Secretary Matsuno Hirokazu also

condemned the attacks, stating that the crew includes

Bulgarians and Filipinos but no Japanese nationals. He

urged Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Iran to help expedite

the release of the crew of 25. [BBC]

Iran has denied Israeli claims that they were involved

in the seizure of the Galaxy Leader; Iran is under
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suspicion due to its links with the Houthi rebels in

Yemen. [Reuters]

UN approves Mongolian resolution on

improving female lives in rural areas

(ap) During the 78th Session of the UN General

Assembly, the Third Committee, responsible for social,

humanitarian and cultural issues, approved 12 draft

resolutions, including the Mongolian proposal for the

“improvement of women and girls in rural areas.”

[Montsame]

The resolution is part of the efforts to achieve

Sustainable Development Goals Agenda (SDGs).

The resolution aims for full participation in a

meaningful and equal way of all women and girls living

in rural areas or remote and island communities.

U.N. committee adopts a resolution on

North Korean human rights

(ap) On November 16 the United Nations General

Assembly committee passed a resolution on the

human rights situation in North Korea for 19th

consecutive year. The passage came amid the growing

concerns for the safety of North Korean defectors who

were repatriated from China  [AiR No.43,

October/2023, 4]. [Yonhap] 

The resolution calls for compliance with the

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment once

repatriated and it condemns the long-standing

violations of human rights in the North.

The proposal urges the Security Council to take

“appropriate” measures and refer to the International

Criminal Court in order to further sanction the gross

violations of human rights.

In December the decision will be sent for approval in

front of a full General Assembly session. The resolution

was led by the European Union this year and it comes

after South Korea and U.S. expressed concerns on the

continuing deportations from China back to North

Korea.
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IMF anticipates higher inflation rate by

late 2024 for South Korea

(tms) The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

anticipates South Korea to achieve its 2 percent

inflation target by late 2024, while raising its average

inflation forecast for 2023 to 2.4 percent from 2.3

percent.

The IMF's report on the South Korean economy, based

on discussions held in September, projects a gradual

recovery driven by semiconductor exports and

tourism, forecasting a 1.4 percent growth in 2023 and

2.2 percent in 2024.

Despite inflation accelerating to 3.8 percent in October,

the IMF advises maintaining a current restrictive

monetary and fiscal policy to curb inflation.

The report also emphasizes the importance of

structural reforms, including labor market flexibility

and gender equality. [Yonhap]

South Korea secures fifth consecutive

term on UNESCO executive board

(tms) South Korea has been re-elected to the executive

board of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for the fifth

consecutive term, spanning 2023-2027.

The election, held durinig the 42nd UNESCO General

Conference in Paris, solidifies South Korea’s

continuous presence on the 58-member board since

1987, with only one exception from 2003 to 2007.

[UNESCO]

Emphasizing active participation, the country’s foreign

ministry stated that South Korea aims to contribute

significantly to UNESCO's mission of promoting

international peace and shared prosperity.

Additionally, countries in the Asia-Pacific group,

including Pakistan, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,

and Australia, were also elected to the executive

board. [Yonhap]

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework

advances as allies agree on energy, fair

economy sectors
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(tms) South Korea, along with other members of the

US-led Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), has

reached consensus on the energy and fair economy

sectors, according to the country's trade ministry.

The IPEF, initiated by US President Joe Biden in 2022 to

counter China's influence, includes 14 nations such as

Australia, India, Japan, Singapore, Thailand, and

Vietnam.

Earlier agreements covered supply chain resilience in

May [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5].

The clean energy pillar aims to foster collaboration on

sustainable energy and emissions reduction, while the

fair economy segment focuses on whistleblower

protection and combating corruption. With only the

trade pillar remaining, discussions are set to continue

next year.

The IPEF represents approximately 40 percent of

global GDP and 28 percent of global goods and

services trade. [Yonhap]

Biden's plan for economic re-engagement

in Asia hits a snag without Indo-Pacific

trade deal

(tms) Countries within the US-led Indo-Pacific

Economic Framework (IPEF) agreed on two additional

pillars, focusing on clean energy and anti-corruption

measures, during the Asia Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) summit in San Francisco.

The ministers of 14 IPEF countries formally signed the

already-approved third pillar [see AiR No. 22,

May/2023, 5], addressing supply chain resiliency, while

trade negotiations for the fourth pillar faced

challenges.

However, the absence of an IPEF trade deal is a

setback for the Biden administration's aim to showcase

economic re-engagement in Asia. [Reuters 1]

Despite this, US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo

expressed enthusiasm from IPEF partners,

emphasizing progress in supply chains, clean energy,

and anti-corruption. [US Department of Commerce]

The clean energy pillar includes commitments to

accelerate research and development, with a USD 30

million fund for low-carbon energy projects.
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A ministerial-level council and a commission will

oversee all four pillars, fostering ongoing collaboration.

[Reuters 2] [Reuters 3] [Nikkei Asia]

South Korean Prime Minister Han

concludes intensive efforts to secure 2030

World Expo 

(tms) South Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-soo has

returned from a four-day visit to France, marking his

last-minute campaign to secure South Korea’s bid to

host the 2030 World Expo in Busan.

Meeting with 61 officials from 50 member states of the

Bureau International des Expositions (BIE), Han aimed

to garner support ahead of the crucial vote on

November 28 in Paris, where Busan competes against

Riyadh and Rome for the hosting rights.

Han emphasized the Seoul government's commitment

to utilizing the expo as a platform to address global

challenges, including climate change, digital

transformation, and inequality. [Yonhap]

This visit follows Han’s earlier trips as part of South

Korea’s intensified efforts in the bidding process [see

AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2].

Japanese foreign minister to visit South

Korea for trilateral talks with China

(tms) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa is set

to visit South Korea this week for trilateral discussions

with her counterparts from South Korea and China.

While South Korea has yet to formally announce the

meeting, it is widely anticipated that the talks will occur

in Busan later this month.

The trilateral dialogue, involving South Korean Foreign

Minister Park Jin, Kamikawa, and Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi, aims to pave the way for the revival

of the long-suspended annual trilateral summit.

The summit has been on hold due to the COVID-19

pandemic and strained relations between Seoul and

Tokyo over historical issues [see AiR No. 30, July/2023,

4]. The last trilateral summit was held in Chengdu,

China, in December 2019 [see AiR No. 52,

December/2019, 4].
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Talks gained momentum after South Korea decided to

compensate Korean victims of forced labor

independently, leading to a thaw in Seoul-Tokyo

relations. [Yonhap]

South Korean foreign ministry discusses

maritime cooperation with UN sea

tribunal head

(tms) Second Vice Foreign Minister Oh Young-ju

engaged in talks with Tomas Heidar, President of the

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) to

explore avenues for enhancing collaboration in

maritime issues.

Oh commended ITLOS's role in peacefully resolving

international maritime conflicts, expressing South

Korea's commitment to promoting the "rule of law in

the maritime field" as a UN Convention on the Law of

the Sea signatory.

The discussions also covered potential cooperation in

areas such as climate change and maritime law. Rhee

Zha-hyoung, recently elected as an ITLOS judge,

attended the meeting along with other judges.

Heidar is in Seoul for the eighth International

Conference on the Law of the Sea, an annual forum on

maritime law. [Yonhap]

South Korea addresses APEC summit,

advocates for digital connectivity

(tms) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and

Foreign Minister Park Jin participated in the Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC) Ministerial Meeting led

by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in San

Francisco.

Minister Park highlighted the need for robust physical

and people-to-people connections in bolstering the

Asia-Pacific region's unified response to crises. As a

crucial participant in the APEC Supply-Chain

Connectivity Framework Action Plan (SCFAP III), South

Korea vowed to strengthen regional supply chains

through digitalization and improved border

procedures.

The minister also affirmed active support for

digitalizing the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) and
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fostering inclusivity for businesswomen and MSMEs to

advance people-to-people connectivity.

He stressed digital connectivity's pivotal role in

inclusive growth, citing Korea's Digital Innovation Fund

initiatives for digital transition in developing

economies, and urged APEC members to collaborate

on establishing digital norms for ethical concerns.

[Yonhap 1]

Minister Park detailed South Korea's efforts in

addressing global climate change through

contributions to the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the

Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and voiced

confidence in the Carbon Free Alliance, launched in

October, as a vital platform for regional carbon

neutrality, urging APEC member economies to lend

their attention and support. [Yonhap 2]

Recalling South Korea's hosting of the 2005 APEC

Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Busan, Minister Park

urged support for Korea's bid to host World Expo 2030

in Busan. 

On the sidelines of the APEC Summit, Minister Park

held meetings with Canada's Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mélanie Joly and Japan’s Minister for Foreign Affairs

Kamikawa Yoko.

Both meetings acknowledged the progress in the

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and emphasized

the need to expedite the implementation of

agreements and ongoing cooperation projects on Indo-

Pacific strategies, and regional and global affairs.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs 2] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3] [Yonhap 3]

[Yonhap 4] [Reuters]

Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Indonesia,

Bangladesh, South Korea elected to

UNESCO Executive Board

(lf/lm) Pakistan, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,

South Korea, and Australia have been elected to serve

on the UNESCO Executive Board for the 2023-2027

term, representing the Asia-Pacific region. Pakistan

received 157 votes, Indonesia 154, while both

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka secured 144 votes each.

South Korea garnered 129 votes, and Australia

received 114 votes. [UNESCO]
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Bangladesh receives 301

recommendations under Universal

Periodic Review mechanism

(ps/lm) Bangladesh has received 301

recommendations from 110 countries as part of its

fourth review under the Universal Periodic Review

(UPR), a United Nations Human Rights Council

mechanism requiring member states to undergo a

peer review of their human rights records every 4.5

years.

During the review on November 13, the Bangladeshi

delegation dismissed evidence of excessive force

during recent electoral violence, characterizing law

enforcement responses as "minimal, reasonable, and

restrained." The government also claimed that there

had been no arbitrary detentions, asserting that

arrests were made "without any political

consideration," despite widespread arbitrary arrests of

political opposition members and activists, totaling

nearly 10,000 in recent weeks.

Furthermore, several member states urged

Bangladesh to ratify the International Convention for

the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance during the UPR. In response, the

Bangladeshi delegation highlighted the need for

capacity building within national institutions to fulfill

the obligations arising from the convention before

becoming a party to it. [Dhaka Tribune] [UN Web TV]

Bangladesh, United Nations Office for

Project Services sign MoU

(lm) Bangladesh’s Ministry of Public Administration and

the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)

have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

to establish a collaborative partnership. The MoU aims

to enhance efficiency, capacity building, and

sustainable project management in Bangladesh. Areas

of cooperation outlined in the MoU include

institutional development, capacity building, project

support, advisory services on public procurement,

knowledge sharing, and technical advisory support for

improving ICT and digitalization capacities in the

Bangladesh Civil Service. [Dhaka Tribune]

Visiting EU delegation unsatisfied with

delays in Bangladesh improving labor
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rights

(ps/lm) A European Union (EU) delegation visiting

Bangladesh expressed dissatisfaction with the delays

in implementing the National Action Plan which is

closely linked to a roadmap submitted by the

government to the International Labour Organization

(ILO) Governing Body in response to a so-called Article

26 complaint.

The delegation, during a meeting with the Bangladesh

Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association

(BGMEA), raised concerns about certain requirements

for forming trade unions in garment factories. The

BGMEA expressed a willingness to allow trade unions

in so-called Export Processing Zones but noted that

foreign companies operating there are generally

opposed to such unions. [The Daily Star]

The BGMEA also requested the Generalized System of

Preferences Plus (GSP+) status for Bangladesh. GSP+

slashes two-thirds of tariff lines to 0 percent for

vulnerable low- and lower-middle income countries

that implement 27 international conventions related to

labor and human rights, environmental and climate

protection, and good governance.

Separately, during a meeting with the secretaries of

foreign affairs, commerce, and labor and employment,

the visiting EU delegation addressed various topics,

such as freedom of expression, meetings, and arbitrary

arrests. [Prothom Alo]

Indian Premier Modi urges Global South

leaders to unite against challenges from

Israel-Hamas war

(lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi organized a

virtual summit called the Voice of Global South

Summit, which brought together leaders from over 100

countries, mainly from the developing world. During

this summit, Prime Minister Modi called for unity

among these nations in addressing the increasing

challenges posed by global events, particularly

highlighting the Israel-Hamas conflict. [Voice of

America]

The summit was convened to build upon the decisions

made during a Group of Twenty (G20) meeting held in

September. India, which sees itself as a leader of the

Global South and aims to advocate for key issues

important to developing nations, viewed the G20
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meeting as a diplomatic success, where the African

Union was added as a member.

India Prime Minister Modi emphasized common

priorities shared by the participating nations, such as

resource efficiency, poverty reduction, and food

security. He described the Voice of the Global South as

a unique platform, highlighting the importance of

giving a voice to countries from this region in the 21st

century.

The summit's agenda included discussions on critical

issues for developing nations, including climate

finance, the debt challenges faced by these countries,

and ensuring an affordable and inclusive energy

transition for sustainable development. These

discussions took place in closed-door sessions.

Additionally, Modi condemned civilian casualties

during the Israel-Hamas conflict and stressed that the

world faces new challenges arising from this conflict.

India has historically maintained close ties with both

Israel and the Palestinians, expressing solidarity with

Israel while also urging the upholding of international

humanitarian law in Gaza and providing aid to the

besieged population in the region.

India seen keeping rice exports bans in

2024, holding up global prices

(lm) India, the world's top rice exporter, is expected to

maintain its restrictions on overseas rice sales well into

next year, which could keep rice prices close to their

highest levels since the 2008 food crisis. Rice prices

surged to a 15-year high in August, and in October,

they were still 24 percent higher than a year ago. [The

Straits Times]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has tightened

restrictions on rice exports in an effort to curb

domestic price increases and protect Indian

consumers. The government is likely to keep these

export restrictions in place until the 2024 elections.

India's restrictions on rice exports are leaving a

significant gap in the global rice supply chain. While

major rice exporters like the United States are

benefiting from the situation in the short term, when

India eventually lifts its export ban, it could once again

impact world rice prices. Vulnerable populations in

Africa and Asia, who rely on a stable global rice supply,

are particularly affected by India's export restrictions.
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The global rice market is also facing challenges from El

Niño, which can affect crop yields in Asia, and

decreasing world rice stockpiles for the third

consecutive year. Thailand, the second-largest rice

exporter, has projected a 6 percent drop in paddy

output in 2023-2024 due to dry weather.

Indian defense minister meets with

counterparts from Timor-Leste, Vietnam,

Indonesia, United States

(hp/lm) India's Defense Minister Rajnath Singh held

meetings with defense ministers from Timor-Leste,

Indonesia, Vietnam, and the United States during the

10th ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting Plus in Jakarta.

[Times of India] [News On Air] [NDTV]

Timor-Leste

During his meeting with Rear Admiral Donaciano Do

Rosario da Costa Gomes, the defense minister of

Timor-Leste, they explored potential collaboration,

including the supply of Indian-manufactured defense

equipment, capacity building, and training. Timor-Leste

expressed gratitude for India's support in their ASEAN

membership journey.

Vietnam

Singh and Vietnam's National Defense Minister

General Phan Van Giang reviewed the progress in

implementing the “Joint Vision Statement on India-

Vietnam Defense Partnership,” signed during Singh's

visit to Vietnam in June 2022. Both ministers expressed

a commitment to strengthen bilateral defense ties,

including training, capacity building, defense industry

cooperation, UN peacekeeping missions, bilateral ship

visits, and joint exercises.

Indonesia

In discussions with Indonesian counterpart Prabowo

Subianto, the ministers assessed the bilateral defense

relationship, reaffirming their commitment to enhance

cooperation, especially in the maritime domain. They

also reviewed ongoing exchanges, such as training,

staff talks, and exercises, and explored opportunities

for defense industry collaboration.

United States

During talks with United States Secretary of Defense

Lloyd Austin, they discussed collaboration between

New Delhi and Washington to support ASEAN
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centrality in the Indo-Pacific region and promote

peace, prosperity, and security. This conversation

followed the annual "2+2 Dialogue" in New Delhi,

which focused on defense and geopolitical challenges,

highlighting the growing partnership between the two

nations [see AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2].

[NewsDrum]

The Maldives, European nations

separately join Myanmar genocide case at

International Court of Justice

(na/lm) The Maldives has sought to intervene in a case

at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) that accuses

Myanmar of committing genocide against the mostly

Muslim Rohingya. Separately, five European nations -

Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands and the

United Kingdom – and Canada have also teamed up to

file a joint declaration of intervention in the case.

Under ICJ’s rules, the declarations mean these

countries will be able to make legal arguments in the

case. [Al Jazeera] [Edition]

The case was initiated by The Gambia in 2019, accusing

Myanmar's military of committing atrocities against the

Rohingya, potentially violating the Genocide

Convention. This came after a United Nations fact-

finding mission concluded that the 2017 crackdown,

orchestrated by the military, had included “genocidal

acts”. Myanmar has denied genocide, rejecting the UN

findings as “biased and flawed”. But the ICJ rejected

Myanmar’s objections to the genocide proceedings in

July last year, paving the way for the case to be heard

in full.

Maldives President Muizzu assures

cooperation to foreign delegations

(na/lm) Newly sworn-in Maldives President Mohamed

Muizzu expressed a commitment to cooperation with

foreign countries during his inauguration, where

representatives from 49 countries and international

organizations were in attendance. He emphasized his

government's priority to enhance foreign relations and

increase cooperation with allies in areas of mutual

interest and concern. [Edition]

Prominent foreign attendees included Sri Lanka's

President Ranil Wickeremesinghe, representatives

from India, China, Saudi Arabia, and a senior-level
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delegation from the United States, sent by President

Joe Biden.

President Muizzu's meeting with the Commonwealth

Secretary-General covered crucial topics like climate

change, digital education, and women's

empowerment. The Commonwealth pledged support

to the Maldives in these areas. [Avas]

Additionally, a commitment to collaboration with the

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was

reaffirmed during discussions with Assistant Secretary

General Yousef Al-Dobeay, emphasizing mutual

interests in fostering peace and prosperity in Islamic

countries. [PSM News]

UN Human Rights Chief alarmed by

reports of rights abuses against Afghans

forced to leave Pakistan

(lm) The United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights, Volker Türk, has expressed alarm over reports

of arbitrary expulsions of Afghan nationals from

Pakistan, accompanied by abuse, including ill-

treatment, arbitrary arrests, detention, destruction of

property, and extortion. [OHCHR]

Since November 1, Pakistan has been cracking down

on foreigners residing in the country without legal

documentation, a group that includes an estimated 1.7

million Afghans. Over 327,000 people arrived in

Afghanistan from Pakistan between September 15 and

November 11. [AiR No. 45, November/2023, 1]

Despite Pakistan's circular stating that Proof of

Registration (PoR) and Afghan Citizen Card holders

could only be repatriated on a voluntary basis,

complaints suggest that this has not been consistently

followed. The UN Human Rights Office received

firsthand accounts of Afghans subjected to arbitrary

treatment or abuse by Pakistani authorities.

The situation has exacerbated the precarious

humanitarian conditions in Afghanistan, with many

Afghans arriving with limited resources, having been

forced to leave their homes and jobs. Particularly

vulnerable are women and girls arriving in Afghanistan,

facing restrictions on education, employment, and

participation in public life.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-jjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-jji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-jjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-jjh/


Pakistan, IMF reach staff level agreement

after first Stand-By Arrangement review

(fd) On November 15, the first review of the Pakistani

economic program supported by the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) Stand-By Arrangement (SBA)

concluded with a staff level agreement. Following the

pending IMF Executive Board’s approval USD 700

million are disbursed.

The discussions between the IMF’s delegation and

Pakistani authorities revealed that the adopted

measures decreased fiscal and external strains on the

economy and an inflation reduction is expected.

Pakistan’s Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq

Kakar affirmed the IMF’s mission chief Nathan Porter

and the IMF resident representative, Esther Perez Tuiy

Pakistan’s “enduring commitment” to the SBA’s goals.

However, it was noted by the IMF that Pakistan’s

economy needs to be further invigorated to be able to

withstand future external pressures. [Arab News] [IMF]

[The Nation]

In July 2023 the IMF Executive Board had approved a

UDS 3 billion nine-month long SBA with an immediate

disbursement of USD 1.2 billion aimed at stabilizing

Pakistan’s economy. The structural reform's goal is to

balance a decrease of public debt through fiscal

consolidation efforts with the protection of

development needs. The economic program’s progress

is monitored in two reviews and the remaining funds

spent in accordance with it.

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan agree

to form technical joint group to increase

trade

(lm) Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Uzbekistan agreed on

November 15 to form a technical joint group to

enhance trade and resolve transit issues. During the

First Trilateral Meeting on Trade & Transit held in

Islamabad, Pakistan's caretaker Minister for Commerce

and Industries, Gohar Ejaz, emphasized the

importance of these talks. [Anadolu Ajansı]

The countries aim to strengthen regional connectivity

and promote trade. They agreed to increase

transportation facilities, develop the banking system,

enhance food security, and make the visa system more

trader and people-friendly.
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Malaysia not tilting towards China, but

Beijing is a reliable friend and ally, Prime

Minister Anwar says

(mw/lm) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has

emphasized that while Malaysia maintains a friendly

relationship with Beijing due to its geographical

proximity, it is not tilting towards China. He also

highlighted the importance of the United States as a

traditional ally and a major investor in Malaysia, which

has contributed significantly to the country's economic

development. [The Star 1]

Anwar's remarks come at a time when countries in the

Asia-Pacific region are carefully managing their

relationships with major powers like China and the

United States, given the geopolitical dynamics in the

region. Regarding the South China Sea issue, Anwar

advocated for a multilateral regional approach,

engaging with China collectively through ASEAN.

The Malaysian premier also announced plans to

strengthen the US-Malaysia Comprehensive

Partnership, marking its tenth year in next year. Anwar

emphasized the significance of Malaysia's strategic

relations with Washington, citing economic

collaborations and security cooperation.

Anwar also discussed Malaysia's active participation in

the U.S.-led Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for

Prosperity (IPEF) and its role as a reliable partner in

critical technologies, contributing significantly to global

tech industries and supply chains. [The Star 2]

Philippines woos neighbors to craft code

on South China Sea

(lm) The Philippines, under President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr., has approached neighboring countries like

Malaysia and Vietnam to discuss a separate code of

conduct regarding the South China Sea due to limited

progress in striking a broader regional pact with China.

President Marcos cited escalating tensions in the South

China Sea as a reason for seeking partnerships with

allies and neighbors to maintain peace in the region.

[The Straits Times]

While China has said that formulating a code of

conduct in the South China Sea is important, they also

warned that any move deviating from the framework

and spirit of the declaration on the conduct of parties

in the South China Sea would be null and void.
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Talks on the code of conduct have been ongoing for

years, but progress has been slow, with concerns

about China's commitment to a binding set of rules

aligned with international law.

President Marcos mobilizes Filipino

community in U.S.

(lb) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. embarked on his

third visit to the United States, participating in a two-

day summit and associated business meetings at the

Moscone Convention Center in San Francisco alongside

US President Joe Biden and 21 other APEC member

nation leaders.

His visit aimed to bolster bilateral ties with the US and

other regional nations, seeking investments that would

uplift Filipino livelihoods. While in the US, Vice

President Sara Duterte assumes caretaker

responsibilities. Marcos' agenda included meetings

with Filipino American communities, celebrating their

contributions, and recognizing their achievements in

various fields.

He emphasized the importance of attracting

investments and signed pivotal agreements during his

visit, including deals on clean energy, health care,

pharmaceutical production, Internet connectivity, and

climate technology. Additionally, discussions on

nuclear-related investments, food and energy security,

and economic inclusion of micro, small, and medium

enterprises were highlighted.

Marcos also addressed the APEC CEO Summit,

underscoring the need for equitable sustainability in

economic growth across the Asia-Pacific region.

[Philippine News Today]

Central bank digital currencies can

replace cash, improve cross-border

payments, says IMF chief

(lb/lm) The Managing Director of the International

Monetary Fund (IMF), Kristalina Georgieva, on

November 15 highlighted the potential for central bank

digital currencies (CBDCs) to replace cash and improve

financial inclusion.

Speaking at the the Singapore FinTech Festival,

Georgieva noted that CBDCs could offer a safe and

low-cost alternative to cash, providing resilience in
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advanced economies and facilitating financial inclusion

in areas where few have bank accounts. She

emphasized that the global interest in CBDCs is

unprecedented, with over 100 countries exploring

CBDCs, and several central banks already launching

pilots or issuing CBDCs.

Despite the progress, Georgieva stressed the need for

continued innovation and preparation for CBDC

deployment, even in countries where the case for

CBDCs may seem dim today. She encouraged the

public sector to prepare for the deployment of CBDCs

and related payment platforms, emphasizing the

importance of designing these platforms to facilitate

cross-border payments.

Additionally, Georgieva mentioned the role of artificial

intelligence (AI) in amplifying the benefits of CBDCs by

providing accurate credit scoring and personalized

support, potentially improving financial inclusion.

However, she emphasized the need to protect

personal privacy and data security while avoiding

embedded biases in AI systems. [South China Morning

Post] [CNBC]

UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

criticizes arrest of Thai activist, calls for

legal reforms

(bk) The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

(UNWGAD) has issued an opinion, stating that the

arrest of Thai political activist Tantawan Tuatulanon in

March 2022 was arbitrary, as she was detained without

a legal basis and denied a fair trial. [Prachatai English]

The UNWGAD also found Thailand’s royal defamation

law to be vague and overly broad. It called on the Thai

government to address Tantawan's situation, conduct

an independent investigation, and amend the royal

defamation law to align with international human

rights standards.

Thailand considers temporary visa

waivers for European visitors

(ws) Thailand is exploring the possibility of exempting

visa requirements for visitors from additional

European countries as part of its efforts to encourage

tourists to extend their stays and increase spending.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin views tourism as a key

driver of national economic growth. Since his
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administration, several countries, including Russia,

China, Kazakhstan, India, and Taiwan, have already

received temporary visa waivers for travel to Thailand.

[Bangkok Post]

President Vo Van Thuong participates in

the APEC CEO Summit 2023

(tt) On November 15, President Vo Van Thuong

attended the APEC CEO Summit 2023 in San Francisco,

United State. He updated on Vietnam’s development

viewpoints and policies, saying the country is striving

to maintain sustainable economic growth while

ensuring social progress and quality, and

environmental protection.

For the future, the president also expressed his hope

to step-up investment in science-technology, inclusive

and resilient communities, and the further support in

the economic sections. “Vietnam stands ready to work

with APEC members and the business community in

the Asia-Pacific to build a brighter future for all people”

he emphasized. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

China, Vietnam, Russia promote

intermodal freight route

(tt/lm) A recent workshop in Moscow explored the

potential of the Vietnam-China-Russia intermodal

freight route. Hosted by the Vietnamese Embassy in

Russia, the event drew 200 delegates from relevant

agencies of the three countries. [Socialist Republic of

Vietnam]

The Vietnam-China-Russia intermodal rail corridor has

significant potential, especially as Vietnam has

emerged as a logistics hub in Southeast Asia. However,

competition from maritime transport routes and

Vietnam's current rail infrastructure limitations have

led to relatively low freight volumes transported from

Vietnam to Russia.

The average annual rail transport from Vietnam to

Russia from January to October 2023 was 555

containers, with the cost of rail transport being higher

than maritime transport.

Vietnam committed to cooperate with

IOM to implement Global Compact for
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Migration

(tt) Vietnamese officials have reiterated that the

Southeast Asian nation is committed to enhancing

cooperation with the International Organization for

Migration (IOM) to implement the Global Compact for

Migration (GCM). [VietnamPlus]

During a recent working session with IOM General

Director Amy Pope, Ambassador Le Thi Tuyet Mai,

Head of Vietnam's Permanent Mission to the United

Nations (UN), World Trade Organization (WTO), and

other international organizations in Geneva,

emphasized that the Vietnamese ministries, sectors,

and branches have prioritized and worked together to

ensure a multi-sectoral approach in dealing with

migration challenges in several cooperation fields,

such as protecting migrants' rights.

IOM General Director Amy Pope expressed support for

Vietnam's efforts and achievements in migration and

highlighted the priority of enhancing migrants'

response and resilience to climate change and natural

disasters in IOM's activities. Pope also noted the

potential for cooperation between Vietnam and IOM at

international mechanisms, especially related to

migrant workers, addressing migration challenges in

line with development goals, and improving climate

change response capacity.

Bangladesh, The Maldives explore

deepening cooperation in tourism sector

(lm) Bangladesh's Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, has

emphasized the importance of cooperation in the

tourism sector among Bangladesh and the Maldives.

During a meeting with the outgoing Maldives High

Commissioner to Bangladesh, the discussion included

the potential for collaboration on tourism for mutual

benefit. [The Daily Star]

Cambodia-Vietnam: Military cooperation

to be strengthened

(dql) Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha and his

Vietnamese counterpart Phan Van Giang have

reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening military

cooperation, as part of efforts to maintain good

relations between the militaries and the peoples of the

two countries.
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The commitment was expressed during a bilateral

meeting on November 13 in Vietnam, with Seiha

leading a high-ranking delegation from the Cambodian

defence ministry on a visit to Vietnam from November

12-14. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia-Japan: Inaugural Japan-

Cambodia Foreign Senior Officials’ Talks

held

(dql) During the 1st Japan-Cambodia Foreign Senior

Officials’ Talks, Funakoshi Takehiro, Senior Deputy

Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Tout Panha, Secretary

of State of Foreign Affairs and International

Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia, discussed a

wide range of bilateral relations.

The talks covered security, defense cooperation, and

social and economic collaboration, aiming to enhance

the "Comprehensive Strategic Partnership" between

the two countries, recently upgraded on the occasion

of the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations.

Additionally, both sides exchanged views on regional

affairs, including ASEAN-Japan cooperation, the East

and South China Seas, Myanmar, and the situation in

Israel and Palestine. They affirmed their commitment

to further strengthening cooperation in the regional

and international arenas. [Khmer Times]

China-US: Xi-Biden meeting in San

Franscico

(yq/ga) On November 15, Chinese President Xi Jinping

and U.S. President Joe Biden convened at the Fillory

Estate in San Francisco, marking their first in-person

meeting in a year since the G20 summit in Bali,

Indonesia [see AiR No. 46, November/2022, 3]. The

summit, held on the sidelines of the APEC Leaders'

Informal Meeting, addressed various strategic issues,

including China-US relations, global peace, and

development. [Xinhua 1]  

During the meeting, Xi and Biden, representing the

world’s two largest carbon emitters, reached an

agreement on climate change measures, pledging

cooperation to diminish the pace of methane

emissions and back up global endeavors to triple the

utilization of sustainable energy by the year 2030.

[BBC]
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Additionally, in the context of addressing the illegal

flow of fentanyl into the U.S., both Presidents

committed to collaborative efforts to combat drug

trafficking. China, being a significant player in the

global fentanyl supply chain, agreed to crack down on

chemical companies contributing to the production of

illegal fentanyl.

In 2022, about two-thirds of the 107,000 drug deaths in

the U.S. were linked to illegally produced fentanyl,

prompting the U.S. government to take stringent

measures. Therefore the U.S. Department of

Treasury's imposition of sanctions on October 3, 2023,

targeted 28 Chinese entities and individuals suspected

of supplying Mexico with chemicals used in the

production of fentanyl [see AiR No. 40, October/2023,

1].

Furthermore, responding to Xi's commitment to limit

the export of items related to fentanyl production,

China's narcotics control agency issued a warning

against the manufacture and sale of substances used

in illegal drug production and announced plans to

target specific chemical companies involved in the

production of fentanyl precursors. [Reuters 1]

In a related development, Italian police recently

arrested six individuals in connection with a fentanyl

trafficking network that facilitated the flow of the

synthetic drug from China to the United States. The

alleged head of the network, an Italian man, is

suspected of buying fentanyl from China over the past

three years and selling it to buyers in the U.S., as well

as in one case in Mexico. The crackdown, conducted in

collaboration with the U.S. Drug Enforcement

Administration, underscores the international efforts

to stem the production and distribution of fentanyl.

[Reuters 2]

The two leaders also agreed to resume military-to-

military communication. This marks a critical step

toward resuming talks under the Military Maritime

Consultative Agreement, which aims to enhance safety

in air and sea operations. The agreement allows for

high-level engagements, including a potential meeting

between U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and his

Chinese counterpart, as well as interactions between

theater commanders. The move follows a period of

strained military ties severed by China after Nancy

Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, during which incidents

involving close encounters between U.S. and Chinese

military assets occurred. The renewed communication

channels aim to prevent operational incidents or

miscalculations that could lead to a crisis or conflict.

[Associated Press]
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The Xi-Biden summit also resulted in a specific

development related to artificial intelligence (AI): an

agreement to establish formal government-to-

government discussions on AI, focusing on addressing

risks and enhancing safety. While details remain

unspecified, the White House emphasized the need for

such talks. China's statement was more general,

mentioning cooperation on AI among other issues.

[Carnegie Endowment for International Peace]

Furthermore, both countries agreed to increase

various exchanges such as expanding the number of

direct flights between them and encouraging more

people-to-people exchanges, especially among young

individuals. Xi announced that China is willing to invite

50,000 young Americans over the next five years to

boost cultural and educational exchanges between the

two nations. [Initium, in Chinese] [Xinhua 2]

Taiwan emerged as a crucial issue of the meeting with

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that Xi

mentioned that “the Taiwan issue is always the most

important and sensitive issue in China-US relations”,

China demands that the United States abide by the

one-China principle, oppose "Taiwan independence",

stop arming Taiwan, stop interfering in China's internal

affairs and support China's peaceful reunification.

[Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in

Chinese] 

The White House press release stated that Biden

referred to no change in the U.S. "one-China policy"

and that "the United States opposes any unilateral

change in the status quo," and that "he called on China

to restrain its military activities in the Taiwan Strait and

its surrounding areas.” [White House]

In a press conference, shortly after the summit, Biden

maintained his characterization of Xi as a dictator while

acknowledging progress in their relationship. Biden

clarified that he views Xi as a leader of a communist

country with a governance structure distinct from the

United States. 

In response to Biden’s comment, the Chinese Foreign

Ministry deemed it "extremely erroneous" and

criticized it as an "irresponsible political maneuver,"

expressing firm opposition to such characterization

[CNN].

Despite the tension and disagreement between the

United States and China, it is doubtful that it will have

any impact on the outcome of the summit. Both

countries comprehend that a certain level of

cooperation is beneficial for all involved. [BBC, in

Chinese]
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Following his talks with US President Biden, Xi attended

a dinner where he met multiple senior executives of

American firms. In his speech, Xi reaffirmed the

importance of China-US cooperation, adding that

China has no interest in a hegemonic competition with

the US.

Xi also delivered a speech to the APEC CEO summit, in

which he said that China wants to “foster a market-

oriented, law-based and world-class business

environment”, in order to reassure businesses which

have recently been more reluctant to invest in China.

Xi’s vision for the Asia-Pacific which he shared was

primarily focused around “openness and inclusiveness”

as driving factors for growth. [State Council, China]

[Reuters]

Foreign investment has been declining in China as the

business and regulatory environment has gotten more

unpredictable and less friendly to foreign businesses.

Xi’s speeches were widely seen to be designed to build

confidence in China’s domestic and international view

of the world so that more international investors

would feel comfortable with Chinese investments.

[CNN]

Xi Jinping meets Japanese PM Fumio

Kishida

(yq) On the sidelines of the APEC Summit in San

Francisco, Chinese President Xi Jinping met with

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on November

16.

During their first face-to-face talks in a year, Xi and

Fumio reaffirmed their adherence to the principles and

consensus of the four Sino-Japanese political

documents, reconfirmed the positioning of the two

countries' relationship as one of comprehensive

promotion of strategic reciprocity, and committed

themselves to build a constructive and stable Sino-

Japanese relationship that meets the requirements of

the new era.

Kishida confirmed maintaining ties with China, hoping

to promote exchanges and cooperation between the

two countries. Both nations should contribute to world

peace and stability as neighbors and great powers. Xi

highlighted the importance of addressing different

views, peaceful coexistence and cooperation. Such

values are essential for the interests of both countries

in the rapidly changing international landscape. [The

Japan Times]
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The discussions delved into contentious issues, notably

addressing China’s recent ban on Japanese seafood

and the case of a Japanese businessman detained in

China on suspicion of espionage. The seafood ban,

imposed by Beijing in late August, was a response to

Tokyo’s decision to release treated water from the

Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant [see AiR No. 35,

August/2023, 5].

After their talks, Kishida disclosed his urging for the

lifting of the seafood ban and expeditious release of

detained Japanese business executives. The summary

of the talks indicated that Xi had mentioned that Japan

should take the Fukushima nuclear leak seriously. Both

sides agreed to resolve the issue through

consultations.  [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of

China, in Chinese]

However, the Chinese summary omitted any reference

to the formal arrests of the pharmaceutical company

executives that took place last month. [Reuters]

Xi meets Philippine President Marcos and

other leaders at APEC summit

(ga/yq) On November 18, Chinese President Xi Jinping

and Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. met on

the sidelines of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation

summit in San Francisco. Philippine Foreign Secretary

Enrique Manalo and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

also attended the presidential meeting.  

The two leaders looked to reduce tensions between

their countries, address their ongoing territorial

disputes in the South China Sea (SCS), and discussed

Philippine concerns over fishing rights in the SCS.

In remarks to reporters after meeting with Xi, Marcos

stressed the need for continued communication

between the Philippines and China, saying that the

leaders had discussed unspecified “mechanisms” to

lower the temperature of the dispute. The Philippines

has seen complaints from Filipino fishermen that they

are unable to fish in Philippine waters because of

harassment by Chinese vessels, a point which Marcos

also raised in the meeting.

Of the disputes and tensions in the South China Sea,

Marcos also said “I do not think anybody wants to go to

war”.

China and the Philippines have overlapping claims to

areas of the SCS, with China holding on to artificial

islands created on reefs near the Philippines and the
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Philippines holding a grounded warship which hosts

Philippine marines. These overlapping claims and

military assets in the SCS have caused a series of

recent direct confrontations between Philippine and

Chinese military, coast guard, and maritime militia

vessels, including ship collisions and the firing of water

cannons by Chinese ships [see AiR No. 33,

August/2023, 3] [see AiR No. 43, October/2023, 4].

China’s claims to nearly the whole of the SCS were

ruled against by an international court in 2016, but

Beijing has refused to recognize the validity of this

ruling.

Marcos also met with US Vice President Kamala Harris

while in San Francisco on November 17, reaffirming a

strengthening partnership between the Philippines

and US which is seen as acting in direct opposition to

Chinese activities in the region. [Manila Times]

[Reuters] [SCMP]

Further bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the APEC

summit were held with leaders from Mexico, Peru, Fiji,

and Brunei.

In the meeting between Xi and his Mexican

counterpart Andrés Manuel López Obrador, the two

presidents agreed to strengthen cooperation against

the narcotics trade, with a specific focus on fentanyl. Xi

and Obrador also discussed collaboration in

infrastructure, finance, and electric vehicles, with

Mexico expressing its willingness to facilitate Chinese

investments. Xi expressed sympathy for those affected

by Hurricane Otis, and China promptly arranged for

emergency relief supplies to be sent to Mexico.

This comes on the heels of the understanding reached

between Xi and Biden regarding the joint efforts to

crack down on fentanyl, as discussed in the article on

their meeting above.

During a meeting with Peruvian President Dina

Boluarte, Xi expressed the need for stronger economic

and trade cooperation between China and Peru. He

also promised China's support for Peru as the host of

next year’s summit of APEC leaders. Xi specifically

mentioned that China is willing to import more high-

quality agricultural products from Peru and will

encourage Chinese businesses to participate in major

projects in the country. During his meeting with Fijian

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, Xi stated that China has

established relationships with Pacific Island nations in

a frank manner, without any selfish intentions or

targeting any third party. He encouraged both sides to

reinforce mutual support within the framework of

South-South cooperation.
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While meeting with Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah,

Xi emphasized the need for joint efforts between China

and Brunei to make progress in maritime development

and to safeguard peace and stability in the South China

Sea. [Associated Press] [CGTN]

Changes in Chinese news media coverage

of the US after Biden-Xi meeting

(yq) In a notable shift, the recent meeting between

Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Joe

Biden at the APEC summit in San Francisco marked a

positive turn in Sino-U.S. relations. The diplomatic

engagements included agreements to establish a

presidential hotline, resume military-to-military

communications, and collaborate on curbing fentanyl

production.

This development contrasts with Xi’s earlier attribution

of China's economic challenges to the U.S. [Reuters 1]

Chinese state media is now highlighting Xi's positive

experiences in the United States, showcasing his

interactions with the American people. For instance,

China’s official media outlet, CCTV.com, tweeted on

November 18th on Weibo with the hashtag

#AmericanFriendsSaidPresidentXi'sSpeechGivesHope,

emphasizing the positive feedback received from

American people regarding Xi’s speech [Weibo, in

Chinese]

Additionally, there has been a broader pro-U.S.

messaging campaign by Chinese state media, a

departure from previous narratives portraying the U.S.

as a hegemonic threat. For instance, Xi's letter to a

103-year-old U.S. World War II veteran, a member of

the Flying Tigers, underscores shared history and

solidarity. [Xinhua]

By highlighting historical ties and people-to-people

connections, China aims to temper extreme swings in

state-to-state relations, foster business and trade, and

address negative perceptions in the U.S. Nonetheless,

with challenges like U.S. public skepticism, China faces

an uphill battle in reshaping perceptions and

stabilizing bilateral ties. [Axios]

This strategic shift in messaging appears to reflect

China's desire for stable relations amid economic

challenges and signifies Beijing's commitment to

improving U.S.-China relations. [Reuters 2]
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Taiwan reports increased Chinese military

drills nearby

(yq) On November 19th, Taiwan reported increased

Chinese military activity. Nine aircraft, along with

accompanying warships, breached the unofficial

barrier of Taiwan Strait's median line during combat

readiness patrols. This follows a period of decreased

activity during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s summit in

San Francisco with U.S. President Biden, where he

highlighted Taiwan as the most important issue in U.S.-

China relations and expressed China’s tough stance on

the Taiwan issue (see article above).

Taiwan’s defense ministry said it sent its own troops to

conduct surveillance. China's defense ministry did not

respond directly to requests for comment but claims

their activities near Taiwan are meant to address

collusion between Taiwan separatists and the US, as

well as protect China's territorial integrity. [Reuters]

[The Guardian]

New Chinese-funded Cambodian airport

inaugurated

(ga) On November 16, Siem Reap Angkor International

Airport (SAI) in Cambodia was officially inaugurated. 

The airport is located in northwestern Cambodia and is

expected to draw in tourists to visit Cambodia’s Angkor

Wat temple site.

SAI was built using investment from a Chinese

government-owned firm operated out of Yunnan and

cost about USD 1.1 billion to construct. The SAI airport

project is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, which

sees China financing infrastructure and trade-focused

projects in countries around the world, but most

commonly with its neighbors. SAI is Cambodia’s largest

airport, capable of handling seven million passengers

annually and expected to expand to 12 million as the

airport continues development through 2040. SAI

began operating on October 16. 

Cambodia owes more than 40 percent of its USD 10

billion of foreign debt to China for investment in

infrastructure and other projects.

Another airport near the Cambodian capital of Phnom

Penh is currently under construction and is estimated

to cost USD 1.5 billion, which is also being funded by

Chinese government investment. This new airport is

expected to be completed in 2024.
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SAI is hoped to help bring significant numbers of

tourists to Cambodia, as tourism comprises a large

chunk of Cambodia’s economy. [AP] [Xinhua 1] [Xinhua

2]

Xi Jinping and Macron’s phone call about

Palestine-Israeli conflict and economic

cooperation

(yq)Chinese President Xi Jinping and French President

Emmanuel Marcon talked over the phone on

November about the Palestine-Israeli conflict,

emphasizing the need for a two-state solution to

address the escalating crisis.

They highlighted the urgency of preventing further

deterioration and expressed their commitment to the

two-state solution. This conversation follows Xi's recent

summit with U.S. President Joe Biden. [China Daily]

Additionally, Xi expressed China’s interest in attracting

more French companies to invest in the country,

highlighting the importance of a fair business

environment for Chinese firms in France. Macron

echoed the sentiment, calling for fair competition rules

for foreign companies operating in China. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese] [Reuters]

China, Myanmar to crack down on cross-

border fraud

(ga/yq) Ming Xuechang, the Burmese leader of a gang

which was being pursued for telecoms fraud against

Chinese citizens, took his own life while authorities

searched for him, Chinese police announced on

November 17.

Myanmar state media announced on November 17

that three Chinese nationals involved in the scams had

been extradited to China on November 16, but

confirmed the suicide of Ming. Chinese and Myanmar

authorities claim that Ming and the other suspects

used weapons to commit telecom fraud, murdered,

assaulted, abducted, extorted, and illegally imprisoned

people.

China has been increasing its recent cooperation with

officials in Myanmar to prosecute scam organizations

operating internationally between the two countries. In

November, while visiting Myanmar, Nong Rong, the

Assistant Foreign Minister of China, conveyed China's
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eagerness to cooperate with Myanmar in combating

cross-border crime and promoting stability

maintenance along their shared border, despite the

hurdles faced by Myanmar's military government. [The

Strait Times] The general instability of Myanmar has

made it easy for such scam rings to flourish, however.

Chinese media sources estimate that over 100,000

people commit telecom fraud every day, however,

meaning that the roughly 2,300 fraudsters prosecuted

by China in October barely made a dent in a long-

running problem.

Chinese Minister of Public Security Wang Xiaohong met

with the leader of the Myanmar junta, Senior General

Aung Hlaing, on October 31 and agreed to establish a

task force aimed at the prosecution of online scam

rings near Myanmar’s border with China.

Relatedly, unconfirmed reports have said that Chinese

special forces and militarized police are being used to

conduct some of these arrests on Myanmar territory.

[Radio Free Asia] [Reuters]

In a latest development, Myanmar authorities handed

over 31,000 telecom fraud suspects to China on

November 21, including "financiers" and ringleaders,

as part of the joint efforts to address the surge in

telecom scams targeting Chinese citizens. The Ministry

of Public Security highlighted the significant battle

results achieved in the crackdown. [The Strait Times]

UK ex-PM with China ties appointed

Foreign Secretary

(ga) Following the appointment of former British Prime

Minister David Cameron, as the UK’s Foreign Secretary

on November 13, there has been controversy about

Cameron’s relationship with China [see AiR No. 46,

November/2023, 2].

Last week opposition Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer

questioned the appointment of Cameron, asking for

“full public disclosure for his work for Chinese

interests”. Members of the governing Conservative

Party have also been critical, calling for insight into

Cameron’s financial links to China.

Starmer’s criticism of Cameron’s appointment largely

related to his involvement with a Chinese state-backed

investment fund. After leaving office, Cameron looked

to build a China-UK investment fund worth over GBP 1

billion, facilitating Belt and Road Initiative projects,

raising questions about his political and financial
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relationship with China. Cameron was also involved in

promoting the financing of a port project in Colombo,

Sri Lanka which was under construction by a Chinese

firm.

The British government defended itself over criticisms

on Cameron’s appointment by pointing to his

experience and expertise. [BBC 1] [The Guardian] [BBC

2]

In response to questions about Cameron’s

appointment, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs

did not comment on its relationship with Cameron

specifically but said that “Growing stable and mutually

beneficial bilateral ties serves [sic] the fundamental

interests of both peoples, helps both countries to

better respond to global challenges together, and

contributes to world peace and development”.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

China-Australia: Canberra criticizes

Beijing over “dangerous” naval encounter

(ms) Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese

condemned a recent maritime incident between

Chinese and Australian warships, describing it as

"dangerous, unsafe, and unprofessional" on November

20.

The encounter happened on November 14 and

involved a Chinese destroyer using sonar near an

Australian frigate in international waters, resulting in

an injured Australian diver.

While Albanese criticized China, he did not disclose

whether he raised the issue in his recent private talks

with President Xi Jinping at the beginning of November

[see AiR No. 45, November/2023, 1].

China’s defense and foreign ministry dismissed

Australia’s allegations as "completely untrue" and

urged Australia and other “relevant parties to stop

making trouble in front of China’s doorsteps.”

The behavior but also the subsequent rhetoric

afterwards is in line with China's continued aggressive

presence in the waters of East and Southeast Asia, only

in recent weeks China has been strongly criticized by

the Philippines in particular for its territorial claims in

the South China Sea [see AiR No. 45, November/2023,

1]. [FMPRC] [Reuters] [VOA News]
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Chinese State Councilor Shen Yiqin makes

four-day visit to Sri Lanka

(lf/lm) Chinese State Councilor Shen Yiqin conducted

an official four-day visit to Sri Lanka, commencing on

November 18 and concluding on November 21. Prior

to her visit to Sri Lanka, she attended the inauguration

of President Mohamed Muizzu in the Maldives and had

discussions with the new president. [China Daily]

While in Colombo, Shen Yiqin met with Sri Lankan

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, and both sides

expressed their commitment to deepening

cooperation and friendship. President Wickremesinghe

expressed gratitude to China for its long-term support

and assistance to Sri Lanka, emphasizing his country’s

support for the joint Belt and Road construction. He

encouraged Chinese enterprises to invest in the

country, particularly in projects like Port City Colombo

and Hambantota International Port. [Xinhua]

Shen also had meetings with Sri Lankan Prime Minister

Dinesh Gunawardena and Speaker of Parliament

Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena during her visit.

Indian, Sri Lankan armies conduct joint

training exercises in Pune

(lf) Members of the Indian and Sri Lanka Defence

Forces on November 16 commenced the ninth edition

of the joint military exercise “Mitra Shakti” with a focus

on sub-conventional operations. The training program

is taking place at the 330 Infantry Brigade of the Indian

Army in Pune, India, and will continue till November

29.

This annual training programme, initiated in 2012, is

designed to enhance interoperability, foster military

cooperation, conduct joint tactical operations and

address transnational military issues between the

neighbouring nations’ militaries to increase defence

capability.

This year’s iteration involves 120 personnel and

officers from the Maratha Light Infantry Regiment and

15 air warriors and officers from the Indian Air Force

(IAF) representing India, while Sri Lanka is represented

by personnel from the Sri Lankan Army’s 53 Infantry

Division and five personnel from the Sri Lankan Air

Force. [Daily Mirror] [DD News] [The Indian Express]
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New Maldives president officially

requests Indian troop withdrawal as

Premier Modi skips swearing-in

(lm) Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu has formally

called for the withdrawal of Indian military personnel

from the archipelago, citing the strong mandate he

received in the recent presidential election. This

request was made during a meeting with India's

Minister for Earth Sciences, Kiren Rijiju, who

represented New Delhi, in contrast to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's attendance at the swearing-in

ceremony of Muizzu's predecessor, Ibrahim Mohamed

Solih, in November 2018. [Al Jazeera] [Deccan Herald]

[Voice of America]

Muizzu's election campaign centered on evicting Indian

military personnel and rebalancing trade relations,

which he believed favored India. The election

effectively served as a referendum on whether China

or India should have more influence in the strategically

located Maldives in the Indian Ocean.

The exact number of Indian troops in the Maldives is

not publicly known, which has raised suspicion and

rumors. The Indian military is known to operate two

Indian-donated helicopters and assist in search and

rescue operations at sea.

The exact number of Indian troops in the Maldives

remains undisclosed, fueling suspicion and rumors.

The Indian military's presence includes operating two

Indian-donated helicopters and assisting in sea-based

search and rescue operations.

Earlier this month, the High Court in the Maldives ruled

that the decision to withhold information about the

number of Indian military personnel in the country was

noncompliant with prescribed procedures, as the

Information Commissioner failed to provide a

sufficient explanation for withholding the information.

[AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2]

Refugees who fled to India after latest

fighting in Myanmar have begun

returning home, officials say

(hp/lm) More than half of the estimated 5,000 refugees

who had fled the heavy fighting in Myanmar’s western

Chin state and had entered northeastern India have

begun returning home, Indian officials said on

November 16. [Associated Press]
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Previous days saw heavy fighting between the rebels

and the Myanmar military in the Chin state across the

border from Zokhawthar, a village of around 600

households, in India’s Mizoram state. The military junta

lost control of some areas after rebels, largely

belonging to the Chin National Front, seized two

military posts. The fighting also forced 40 troops from

the Myanmar army to cross over and take shelter in

India.

India raises concerns over potential

carbon taxes in free trade talks with

United Kingdom

(lm) India has expressed concerns about the possibility

of the United Kingdom imposing a carbon border tax

on high-carbon goods, a measure similar to the

European Union's carbon border adjustment

mechanism (CBAM). London initiated consultations

earlier this year with domestic stakeholders on

measures such as a potential carbon border tax. In

response, Indian officials are seeking clauses in the

planned free-trade agreement (FTA) with the UK that

would require Britain to engage in bilateral

consultations with India if it were to introduce a CBAM-

like measure. [Reuters]

The intention behind this request is to ensure that the

India-UK trade deal is future-proof, particularly in the

face of potential tariff barriers like CBAM that could

emerge in the future. However, UK officials reportedly

view this request as "unfair" since no decision has

been made regarding the implementation of such a

measure.

The European Union's CBAM, which serves as the

world's first tariff regime targeting cheaper imports of

foreign polluting products, entered its initial phase in

October. This development has raised concerns among

trading partners, including India, which plans to

challenge it in the World Trade Organization.

Negotiations for the India-UK FTA have faced various

challenges, leading to delays that have extended the

pact's timeline by over a year from its original deadline.

Both sides continue to work toward an ambitious trade

deal, with the UK emphasizing that any agreement

must be fair, balanced, and in the best interests of its

people and economy.
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India, Russia discuss joint production of

aircraft weapons; Moscow to supply,

license production of Igla anti-aircraft

missiles

(mz) Russia's state-controlled arms exporter,

Rosoboronexport, is in discussions with Indian public

and private companies to establish joint production of

aircraft weapons for the Indian Air Force. However,

specific details about the Indian companies involved

and the timeline for potential production were not

provided. [Reuters 1]

Separately, Moscow has signed a contract to supply

Igla-S hand-held anti-aircraft missiles to New Delhi and

allow the production of Igla missiles in India under

license. The Igla-S is a man-portable air defense system

(MANPADS) that can be used to shoot down enemy

aircraft. [Reuters 2].

India is the world's largest arms importer, and Russia

remains its largest supplier, accounting for 45 percent

of India's arms imports between 2018 and 2022,

according to the Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute. Russia's arms sales to India include

fighter jets, tanks, armored vehicles, shells, and now

Igla missiles, among other weapons.

Indonesian presidential frontrunner

slashes out against Europe

(jb) Indonesia’s presidential frontrunner and Defense

Minister Prabowo Subianto has declared that the

country no longer “really needs Europe” due to the

European Union’s (EU’s) bans on certain Indonesian

imports, particularly palm oil.

Speaking at a forum organized by the Centre for

Strategic and International Studies in Jakarta, Prabowo

criticized the EU's restrictions on palm oil, coffee, tea,

cocoa, and other products and suggested that

Indonesia should pivot towards stronger alliances with

Asian nations.

He highlighted the challenges Indonesia faces as new

EU rules, effective from December 2024, prohibit the

import of various commodities linked to deforestation

unless companies prove sustainable practices.

Indonesia, home to a significant portion of the world’s

rainforests, has criticized the legislation, asserting that

it creates unjust trade barriers.
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Subianto who currently leads in polls for the upcoming

presidential election, questioned Europe’s leadership

on human rights.

He emphasized a perceived shift in global dynamics,

asserting that Indonesia could benefit more by

learning from Eastern nations like Japan, South Korea,

China, and India.

These statements precede the next round of trade

talks between the EU and Indonesia in December,

where discussions about a free trade agreement are

on the agenda. Subianto’s remarks reflect Indonesia’s

dissatisfaction with EU policies and its inclination

towards forging stronger ties in the East. [Politico]

Indonesia, US elevate ties to

comprehensive strategic partnership

(jb) During their meeting on the sidelines of last week’s

APEC summit, US President Joe Biden and his

Indonesian counterpart Joko Widodo committed to

elevating the relationship between their countries from

Strategic Partnership to Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership (CSP), reinforcing the strong bond

between the world’s second- and third-largest

democracies despite open differences over unceasing

Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip. 

The new partnership extends across various domains,

ranging from economic cooperation supporting

Indonesia’s emerging enterprises, climate and energy

sectors, to defense cooperation and people-to-people

collaboration.

It will cover 22 programs, while at least three new

agreements are being planned under the CSP,

revolving around sustainable energy and minerals,

cybersecurity and cultural exchange.

In addition, the US International Development Finance

Corporation (DFC) will provide USD 131 million in

financing for several Indonesian private banks, a

decarbonization investment worth up to USD 15 billion

by ExxonMobil, while the US Agency for International

Development’s (USAID) intent to funnel some USD 7.5

million toward Indonesia’s waste management system.

Both leaders further emphasized the significance of a

resilient semiconductor supply chain, with the U.S.

State Department supporting Indonesia’s domestic

semiconductor ecosystem through the International

Technology Security and Innovation Fund.
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Economic cooperation took center stage, with a focus

on inclusive growth, innovation, and sustainable

development, with the U.S.-Indonesia Trade and

Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) serving as a

platform for deeper economic ties, promoting

regulatory measures and open dialogue. President

Biden reaffirmed his support for Indonesia’s accession

to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and

Development (OECD) and commitment to a non-

discriminatory, rules-based multilateral trading system.

The leaders also underscored their commitment to

addressing climate change, with Indonesia and the U.S.

collaborating on the Just Energy Transition Partnership

(JETP) to accelerate renewable energy deployment. The

Clean Energy Transition initiative aims to reduce

emissions and support Indonesia’s transition to a low-

carbon economy.

Biden and Widodo stressed that people-to-people ties,

cultural exchanges, and tourism are pivotal

components of their countries’ partnership, with plans

to strengthen educational, professional, and cultural

exchanges.

Both nations also expressed a shared commitment to

eradicating infectious diseases and addressing climate-

related challenges.

In the geopolitical arena, the leaders affirmed their

support for ASEAN centrality, freedom of navigation in

the South China Sea, and a peaceful resolution to

global conflicts, including the crisis in Myanmar and

the conflict in Gaza.

Defense cooperation is set to deepen through a new

Defense Cooperation Arrangement, emphasizing the

shared commitment to upholding international law

and countering terrorism. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Indonesia] [Asia News Network]

President Widodo urges President Biden

to stop Gaza ‘atrocities’

(jb) During an Oval Office meeting on November 13,

President Widodo urged President Biden to take more

significant action to halt the "atrocities" in Gaza and

facilitate a ceasefire. President Widodo emphasized

the humanitarian imperative for a ceasefire in Gaza.

Indonesia, being the world’s most populous Muslim

country, has vehemently condemned Israel’s actions,

leading to substantial protests in support of the

Palestinians. This stance includes a boycott of
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businesses, such as McDonald's and Starbucks,

perceived as having ties to Israel. In contrast, the US

has consistently offered its full support to Israel. [Al

Jazeera]

In a separate development, the influential Indonesian

Ulema Council (MUI), a top organization of Islamic

scholars, has issued a religious ruling demanding

Muslims in Indonesia to support the Palestinian

people’s struggle for independence.

Asrorun Niam Sholeh, the chairman of the Fatwa

Division of MUI, declared that assisting Israeli

aggression is considered “haram” (forbidden). The

guidance encourages Muslims to refrain from

transactions, such as buying and selling, with

businesses openly supporting Israeli activities.

While the impact remains uncertain and the fatwa has

yet to gain widespread attention on local social media,

the intensity of the conflict suggests its potential to

resonate within the Indonesian community. The list of

boycotted products circulating on social media

includes major international corporations, but only

Turkey has publicly removed certain products from

restaurant menus so far. [Voice of America]

Indonesia and US to form partnership to

explore semiconductor supply chain

opportunities

(jb) The U.S. State Department has announced that it is

set to collaborate with the Government of Indonesia,

leveraging the International Technology Security and

Innovation (ITSI) Fund established by the CHIPS Act of

2022. This strategic partnership aims to enhance and

diversify the global semiconductor ecosystem,

specifically supply chains.

Recognizing Indonesia as a crucial ally in keeping the

semiconductor supply chain abreast of the ongoing

digital transformation, the collaboration targets the

amplification of the semiconductor industry in

Indonesia.

The partnership commences with an in-depth

assessment of Indonesia’s existing semiconductor

ecosystem, regulatory framework, and requirements in

terms of workforce and infrastructure. The insights

gained from this review will guide potential future

collaborations to fortify this critical sector. [US State

Department]
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Indonesia and US discuss deal on EV

minerals

(jb) On Monday, 13 November 2023, Indonesia and the

US discussed fostering a minerals partnership that

could significantly impact the electric vehicle industry.

According to sources with direct knowledge of the

conversations, these talks will focus on stimulating the

trade of nickel, a crucial component in EV battery

production.

However, it has been noted that the Biden

administration is approaching the potential

partnership with caution, expressing concerns about

environmental, social, and governance standards in

Indonesia. Sources suggest that the administration is

actively examining how a deal could address these

concerns while still promoting the trade of nickel for EV

batteries.

Furthermore, the Biden administration plans to

conduct additional consultations with U.S. lawmakers

and labor groups in the coming weeks. One source

emphasized the complexity of the task at hand, stating:

“There’s a lot of work to do before we are able to

formally announce negotiations on a critical minerals

partnership.”

While Indonesia presently processes most of its nickel

into crude metal, the government is keen on

capitalizing on its vast nickel reserves to develop a

robust EV supply chain. By processing nickel into

battery materials, Indonesia aims to play a pivotal role

in meeting the rising global demand for electric

vehicles. [Reuters]

Indonesia and China to collaborate for

wind energy development

(jb) Indonesia’s state-owned electricity company, PT

PLN, and Powerchina International Group Limited are

joining forces to develop wind energy in the country.

PLN President Darmawan Prasodjo emphasized the

importance of exploring new and renewable energy

sources to combat climate change and reduce carbon

emissions. Both entities expressed commitment to

forming strong partnerships to turn climate change

challenges into opportunities.

In addition to developing wind potential, the

collaboration will include studies on offshore wind-

powered plants in the Indian and Pacific oceans, as

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-tjy/


well as other renewable energy projects like hydro,

biomass, solar, and wave power. Indonesia has a

significant wind energy potential of up to 155 GW,

according to the Ministry of Energy and Mineral

Resources, but only a fraction of it has been utilized so

far. [Vietnam Plus]

Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

affirms no obligation to accommodate

Rohingya refugees

(yr) On November 16, the Indonesian Ministry of

Foreign Affairs clarified that Indonesia, not being

bound by the 1951 Refugee Convention, has neither

the obligation nor the capacity to provide permanent

accommodation to Rohingya refugees.

This statement came in response to the arrival of

nearly 200 Rohingya refugees, primarily women and

children, on November 14.

Despite local community rejection, the Pidie District

Government in Aceh has accommodated 335 Rohingya

refugees since the end of 2022. [Tempo]

Indonesian peacekeeping forces to stay in

Lebanon during the Gaza conflict

(yr) Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto,

during a press conference following the ASEAN

Defense Ministers’ meeting in Jakarta on November 16,

affirmed that Indonesia has no intentions of

withdrawing TNI peacekeeping forces from Lebanon

while the Gaza conflict persists.

Prabowo underscored Indonesia’s dedication to

monitoring the Gaza situation, coordinating with the

UN and the Security Council, and expressing ASEAN's

concern regarding the violence in Gaza while urging an

immediate end to the hostilities. [Tempo]

Japan to provide Bangladesh patrol boats

(ic) On November 15, Japan signed an agreement with

Bangladesh under Japan’s Official Security Assistance

(OSA) framework. Under this framework, Japan will

deliver four patrol boats, worth around JPY 600 million

(US$ 3.9 million) in total, to Bangladesh.
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With a total of JPY 2 billion (USD 13.37 million)

allocated for this fiscal year, many expect Malaysia or

Fiji to be the next recipient of OSA aid. Vietnam and

Djibouti are reportedly nearly finalized as recipinets for

financial year 2024. [Nikkei Asian Review] [Eurasian

Times]

This would make Bangladesh the second OSA recipient

nation, after Kishida concluded discussions to ship

coastal radar systems worth JPY 600 million (USD 4

million) to the Philippines on November 3 with

Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. [see AiR No.

45, November/2023, 1].

Analysts have suggested that the move is part of a

more proactive Japanese security posture, targeted at

containing Chinese influence in the region. [East Asia

Forum]

Japan drills on Tokunoshima unnerve

China

(ic) On November 19, the Japanese Self-Defense Force

(JSDF) capped off the 11-day nationwide 05JX exercise

by simulating an amphibious assault on Tokunoshima.

Japan considers Tokunoshima to be vulnerable to

China, and the assault rehearsed the necessary steps

to retake the island from foreign occupants. [Reuters]

The drills came to an end on November 20. As a

combined-arms exercise between all branches of the

JSDF, simulated scenarios include an attack on Japan’s

five nuclear reactors and invasions of other islands

surrounding Japan. [Straits Times]

Japanese vice ministers visit Ukraine to

assess recovery needs

(ic) Senior Vice Foreign Minister Tsuji Kiyoto and Senior

Vice Minister of Economy, Trade, and Industry Iwata

Kazuchika visited Ukraine on November 19, meeting

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal on the next

day. Expressing Japan’s continued support for Ukraine,

the trio discussed the upcoming Japan-Ukraine

Conference for Promotion of Economic Reconstruction,

scheduled to be held in Tokyo on February 19. A

delegation of about 10 leaders of Japanese industry

that will be involved in the conference followed Tsuji

and Iwata for their visit. [Kyodo News]
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China expresses dissatisfaction at former

Japanese Prime Minister’s Taiwan

remarks

(ic) Former Japanese Prime Minister Taro Aso,

commenting at the Australian Institute for

International Affairs (AIIA) on November 13, said in a

speech that China could seize the remote Taiwanese

islands of Kinmen and Matsu, which are close to the

mainland. This was part of his broader call to expand

AUKUS, a trilateral security partnership involving

Australia, Britain and the United States, to include

Japan, thereby making it JAUKUS. The Chinese Embassy

in Tokyo has protested the comments, arguing that

they intend to "once again wantonly provoke and

interfere in China's internal affairs on the Taiwan

issue." [Kyodo News]

Laos, Japan to bolster energy cooperation

(ws) A Laotian government delegation, led by the

Minister of Energy and Mines, Phosay Sayasone,

recently concluded a state visit to Japan from October

30 to November 2. The purpose of the visit was to

explore how Japanese energy technology could propel

Laos along its energy development path and enhance

power generation and exports.

Minister Phosay also held discussions with Japan’s

Minister of Economy, Trade, and Industry, Nishimura

Yasutoshi, aiming to foster further cooperation in the

energy sector. The meeting between the two sides

resulted in the signing of a Memorandum of

Cooperation on the Realization of Energy Partnership.

This memorandum aims to strengthen bilateral energy

cooperation through the organization of the Japan-

Laos Energy Policy Dialogue. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia, Iran prepared to enhance

bilateral ties, explore new cooperation

(mw/lm) Malaysia and Iran are looking to enhance

bilateral relations in areas such as the economy,

education, science and technology, according to

Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim. He discussed

these prospects during a meeting with Iranian

President Ebrahim Raisi on the sidelines of the 8th

Extraordinary Summit of the Organisation of Islamic

Conference (OIC) in Riyadh. Both leaders welcomed the

opportunity for closer cooperation and discussed their
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commitment to holding a Joint Commission Meeting to

explore various areas of collaboration. [PMO.MY.GOV]

Malaysia introduces new SOP for hiring

Indonesian domestic workers

(mw) The Human Resources Ministry in Malaysia has

specified that the maximum recruitment cost for a new

Indonesian domestic worker (PDA) is RM15,000 (3k

USD). Applications must be processed through the

Indonesian Embassy's Sistem Maid Online (SMO) and

Sipermit.

The MOU between Malaysia and Indonesia outlines the

recruitment process through the Peninsular Malaysia

Labour Department, embassy, and Immigration

Department. The ministry clarified that for permit

renewals, no confirmation from the Labour

Department is needed unless the PDA's passport is still

valid.

If the passport has expired, the renewal process

should involve the APS service to liaise with the

Indonesian Embassy. The issue of renewing Indonesian

PDA work permits will be discussed during the joint

working group meeting between the two countries.

[The Star]

Malaysian hitman released from

Australian immigration detention after

high court ruling

(mw/lm) A former bodyguard to former Malaysian

Prime Minister Najib Razak, Sirul Azhar Umar, who was

convicted in the 2006 murder of a Mongolian

translator has been released from Australian

immigration detention after spending eight years

there.

Sirul had fled Malaysia after being sentenced to death

for the murder. The Australian government rejected

his asylum claim, but it couldn't deport him back to

Malaysia because he faced the death penalty upon

return. As a result, Sirul remained in immigration

detention in Australia since 2019. He has long

maintained that the killing was ordered by "important

people" but has refused to reveal the identities of

those behind the hit.

In his case, the principle of "non-refoulement" applied,

which prevents countries from deporting individuals to
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places where they might face torture or execution. His

release, along with that of around 80 other

immigrants, follows a recent High Court ruling in

Australia that migrants cannot be held indefinitely if

deportation is not an option. [The Guardian] [South

China Morning Post]

Mongolia, Germany discuss

environmental and tourism cooperation

(ap) Bat-Erdene Bat-Ulzii, Minister of Environment and

Tourism of Mongolia met German Ambassador to

Mongolia Helmut Rudolf Kulitz in Ulaanbaatar on

November 15.

Both parties expressed mutual gratitude for the

implementation of projects funded by the Green

Climate Fund and Adaptation Fund.

They also reached an agreement to further collaborate

on initiatives related to forests, biological diversity,

nature protection, and climate change. [Montsame]

Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg

Batmunkh to visit Canada

(ap) Foreign Minister of Mongolia Battsetseg Batmunkh

is scheduled to visiting this week Canada, on invitation

by her Canadian counterpart Mélanie Joly.  

Besides a meeting with Joly, Battsetseg is expected to

also hold talks with members of the Parliament and of

the Cabinet.

The visit marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between the two countries. During the visit

both sides are expected to discuss bilateral

cooperation in trade, economy, mining, agriculture.

[Montsame]

Myanmar-China: Significant reduction in

border trade amid ongoing conflict

(wn) Due to the persistent conflict in North Shan State,

Sino-Myanmar border trade has nearly ground to a

halt.

In response, Myanmar's Department of Planning and

Finance, in conjunction with the Central Bank, has

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-tth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-ttk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-ttk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-ttu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-til/


explored alternative trade routes, considering the

implementation of a direct commodity exchange

system for China-Myanmar bilateral trade.

The Department of Commerce has projected next

year's estimated value of imports at USD 16 billion in

bilateral trade, with the possibility of implementing a

direct exchange (barter) system with China if needed.

The suspension of Sino-Myanmar border trade due to

the conflict has left some traders in northern Shan

unable to conduct cross-border transactions.

The Myanmar Ministry of Commerce has recently

announced that rice and crops are currently being

exported from the Myanmar side through the east

gate.

Before the coup, the value of China-Myanmar bilateral

trade exceeded USD 12 billion in the 2019-2020 fiscal

year, but this figure has dwindled to over USD 9 billion

in the 2022-2023 fiscal year.

A statement from the Ministry of Commerce of the

Myanmar Military Council reported that China-

Myanmar trade reached USD 2 billion in the first six

months of the 2023-2024 fiscal year, representing a

USD 700 million increase from the previous period.

[Ministry of Commerce] [VOA Burmese]

China facilitates resettlement for

refugees escaping Northern Myanmar

conflict

(sk/wn) China announced its assistance in resettling

individuals who crossed its border to escape clashes in

northern Myanmar.

The Chinese foreign ministry, emphasizing

humanitarian aid and friendship with Myanmar, stated

that China has resettled those fleeing the conflict,

providing medical care. The ministry urged the warring

parties to cease hostilities, enabling displaced persons

to return home and resume normal life.

Over 200,000 people have been displaced due to

fighting between the junta and ethnic minority groups,

as reported by the UN. [MyanmarNow]

Indian government repatriates fleeing

soldiers of Myanmar military council
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(wn) Indian regional officials have reported that over

70 members of Myanmar's military council, seeking

refuge in neighbouring India, were repatriated from

Mizoram following clashes between the Chin National

Front (CNF), local People’s Defense (PDF) forces, and

the military council.

Between November 3 and 7, a battle unfolded in

Khamburi, located in Tamu Township within the

Sagaing Division. During this confrontation, military

council soldiers sought refuge in India. However, just a

few days ago, they were repatriated to Myanmar from

India. [The Hindu] [VOA Burmese]

Russian delegation arrives in North Korea

amid missile developments

(ap) A Russian delegation, led by the Russian Natural

Resource Minister Alexander Kozlov, arrived in

Pyongyang on November 15 for the 10th meeting of

the Committee for Cooperation in Trade, Economy,

Science and Technology. North Korea announced its

successful testing of new solid-fuel engines for

intermediate-range ballistic missiles on the same day

of the arrival of the delegation. [Reuters]

The recent tests demonstrated that the missiles are

faster to launch, easier to move, but more difficult to

detect in advance and according to the local news

agency KCNA, it enhances the military offensive

capabilities of the country. [Nikkei]

Russia and North Korea held talks on economy,

science, technology and further develop the

“substantial cooperation” between the two states.

North Korea has received support for Russia for

launching a spy satellite as currently it is at the final

stage of preparation. The two sides signed a protocol

that enhances the bilateral ties. [Yonhap]

On November 14 the U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd

Austin met with U.N. member states and addressed

the multilateral cooperation between Russia and China

to support North Korean military capabilities and avoid

the international sanctions.

2018 inter-Korean military agreement

poses a limitation for surveillance in

North Korea
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(ap) Kim Myung-soo, the nominee for the chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said on November 15 that

the 2018 inter-Korean military agreement limits South

Korean military’s surveillance on North Korean military

drills. [Yonhap]

Kim Myung-soon expressed his concerns that the

agreement restricts South Korean surveillance on

North Korea as he urges for drones operating without

restrictions and a review of the no-fly zones. 

South Korea is reviewing whether to partially suspend

the 2018 inter-Korean military agreement that aims to

prevent clashes near the South-North Korean border.

The Comprehensive Military Agreement calls for a

buffer zone between the two countries and a no-fly

zone near the border. It prohibits unmanned aerial

vehicles within 10 kilometers of the Western region

and 15 from the Eastern one.

North Korea notifies Japan of new 9-day

window to launch satellite

(ap) On November 21, the Japanese government

announced that North Korea has notified its plan to

launch a satellite-carrying rocket within a nine-day

period, with the launch window closing on November

30.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida conveyed that

attempts were made to engage in dialogue with

Pyongyang, emphasizing that North Korea's plan would

violate United Nations Security Council resolutions

prohibiting the use of ballistic missile technology.

The Japan Coast Guard identified three maritime

danger zones where rocket debris may fall – two west

of the Korean Peninsula and one east of the

Philippines' island of Luzon.

Japan, South Korea, and the U.S. have reaffirmed their

close trilateral cooperation, jointly demanding that

North Korea abandon the planned launch.

Notably, North Korea previously attempted similar

satellite launches in May and August. Since then, Japan

has maintained the order for the Self-Defense Forces

to intercept any debris that could potentially reach the

country's borders. [Kyodo News]
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Pakistan links progress in trade,

connectivity with Afghanistan to anti-TTP

measures

(tj/lm) Pakistan's Caretaker Foreign Minister, Jalil Abbas

Jilani, has underscored the significance of collective

efforts against terrorism as a key factor in unlocking

the full potential of regional trade and connectivity.

This statement suggests that Pakistan has tied

advancements in trade and connectivity with Kabul to

concrete actions by the Afghan Taliban against the

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a banned terrorist

group. He made this statement during a meeting with

Afghanistan's Acting Commerce Minister, Alhaj

Nooruddin Azizi, on the sidelines of a trilateral meeting

involving Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Uzbekistan [see

entry in this edition]. [The Express Tribune 1]

The issue of cross-border terrorism, particularly

concerning the TTP, has emerged as a major point of

contention between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Additionally, recent tensions have arisen due to

Pakistan's decision to repatriate undocumented

Afghan citizens and disputes over taxes and tariffs

related to goods transported between the two nations.

In a related development, Pakistan has established

benchmarks to evaluate whether the Afghan Taliban

government takes effective actions to counter the

TTP's threat. Islamabad has presented evidence to the

Afghan authorities regarding the presence of TTP

sanctuaries and has urged the Afghan government to

take concrete measures to dismantle these networks,

prevent cross-border terrorist attacks into Pakistan,

and address the security concerns shared by both

nations. [The Express Tribune 2]

Pakistan seeks deadline extension for gas

pipeline project with Iran to avert fines

(mha) Pakistan has dispatched a delegation to Iran to

engage in discussions concerning the Pak-Iran Gas

Pipeline project. Led by Energy Minister Muhammad

Ali, the delegation's primary objective is to request an

extension for the deadline to complete Pakistan's

portion of the pipeline.

The Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline project is a significant

energy initiative. Under an agreement signed between

the two countries in 2009, the pipeline project was to

be completed by December 2014 and would deliver

21.5 million cubic meters of gas per day to Pakistan.

Construction would use a segmented approach, where
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Iran would lay down the pipeline on its side, and

Pakistan was supposed to reciprocate on its territory.

However, the project has faced multiple missed

deadlines and is unlikely to meet the 2024 deadline

due to persistent United States sanctions against Iran.

In light of this, in August, Islamabad sought the

suspension of its contractual obligations in the multi-

billion-dollar project, citing US sanctions on the

initiative as the main hurdle for the South Asian nation

to meet its side of the bargain.

Therefore, the current negotiations between Iran and

Pakistan are of immense importance for the future of

the project. Should Pakistan fail to meet the stipulated

deadline, Iran may consider taking legal action,

potentially resorting to the International Court of

Arbitration. Under a penalty clause, Pakistan is bound

to pay USD 1 million per day to Iran from January 2015,

for failing to complete the pipeline’s construction on its

territory.

At the same time, Iran has further proposed to export

more electricity to Pakistan for Gwadar and Chaman,

which Pakistan agreed to consider. According to the

Pakistan’s Energy Minister, Pakistan requires more

electricity from Iran for Gwadar but at a lower rate.

After the national grid is established in Gwadar,

Pakistan will be able to consume more Iranian

electricity for domestic purposes. [The News] [Pakistan

Today] [Pipeline Technology Journal]

Pakistan, Russia agree to strengthen

collaborative efforts to combat terrorism

(xc) Pakistan and Russia have agreed to strengthen

collaborative efforts to effectively combat terrorism,

underscoring the mutual benefit of the cooperation.

This came at the tenth meeting of Pakistan-Russia Joint

Working Group on Combating International Terrorism

and Other Challenges to Security in Islamabad. The

meeting was co-chaired by Additional Foreign

Secretary Syed Haider Shah and Deputy Foreign

Minister of Russia Sergey Vershinin. [Radio Pakistan]

United States lawmakers seek

‘suspension’ of assistance to Pakistan

(fd) Eleven members of the United States Congress

have written a letter to US Secretary of State Anthony

Blinken, urging the Biden administration to withhold
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future US assistance to Pakistan until the country

restores constitutional order and holds free and fair

elections. The lawmakers are requesting a legal

determination from the Department of State to assess

if US-origin security assistance facilitated human rights

violations in Pakistan.

In their letter, they also express concerns about

Pakistan's move to strengthen the blasphemy law,

warning that it could further persecute religious

minorities and restrict freedom of religion and belief.

They highlight the passing of the Criminal Law

(Amendment) Bill, 2023, which strengthens the

blasphemy law and was passed hastily despite calls for

a thorough parliamentary procedure.

The lawmakers emphasize ongoing religious

persecution in Pakistan and the potential future

restrictions on freedom of religion and belief if the bill

becomes law. They point out incidents such as the

desecration of churches and homes of Christians in

Jaranwala and protests the bill by the Shia community

in Gilgit-Baltistan.

The letter also raises concerns about cases against

former Prime Minister Imran Khan and human rights

lawyer Imaan Mazari, and it calls for US Embassy

observers to attend legal proceedings for human rights

defenders and political dissidents. [Arab News] [Daily

Pakistan] [Dawn]

Japan, Philippines foreign ministers meet

(lb) During her visit to San Francisco for the Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC) Ministerial Meeting,

Japan's Foreign Minister, Yoko Kamikawa, met with the

Philippines' Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Enrique A.

Manalo.

The meeting highlighted the significance of Prime

Minister Kishida's recent visit to the Philippines,

emphasizing the mutual commitment to strengthening

a free and open international order based on the rule

of law and human dignity. Both ministers pledged to

advance bilateral cooperation encompassing security

initiatives, defense technology transfer, maritime

security capacity building, and the initiation of

negotiations for the Reciprocal Access Agreement

(RAA), aiming to enhance Japan-Philippine relations.

Additionally, they discussed shared concerns regarding

regional issues in the East and South China Seas,

nuclear disarmament, Women Peace Security (WPS),

and reaffirmed their commitment to collaborate on

these matters. The ministers also emphasized ongoing
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efforts to ensure the success of the Commemorative

Summit for the 50th Year of ASEAN-Japan Friendship in

December. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

U.S., Philippines to finalize intel-sharing

pact to counter China

(lb) U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin reaffirmed the

United States' unwavering commitment to defending

the Philippines following heightened tensions in the

South China Sea, where a Chinese coast guard vessel

fired a water cannon at a Philippine resupply ship.

In a meeting with Gilbert Teodoro, the Philippine

defense minister, Austin emphasized the U.S.'s

steadfast support for its Asian ally's maritime claims

and reiterated the mutual defense treaty extending to

both countries' armed forces in the Pacific, including

the South China Sea.

This engagement, occurring during the ASEAN Defense

Ministers' Meeting Plus, aims to signal Washington's

solidarity amid China's aggressive actions in the region,

including intimidating tactics against Philippine vessels.

Both nations pledged to quickly finalize an intelligence-

sharing framework, GSOMIA, to enhance operational

coordination and address the ongoing tensions

effectively, especially regarding resupply operations in

contested waters. [Nikkei Asia]

Philippines rejects China's call for prior

notice on resupply missions

(lb) The Philippines' Department of Foreign Affairs

declared that the country is not obligated to inform

China about its resupply missions in the South China

Sea, including efforts to maintain a grounded navy

ship, asserting these actions as legitimate within its

exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

The DFA urged China to dismantle all "illegal

structures" in the Philippines' EEZ and cease

reclamation activities. China has accused the

Philippines of unauthorized entry into its waters during

resupply missions to Second Thomas Shoal, known as

Ayungin Shoal in the Philippines, prompting Manila's

refusal to comply with China's demand for prior

notification.

 The US Defense Secretary reiterated support for the

2016 Permanent Court of Arbitration ruling,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-thl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhdfdk-l-thr/


denouncing Chinese harassment toward Philippine

vessels involved in resupply missions. Despite China's

repeated calls for the removal of a grounded ship in

the disputed area, the Philippines reiterated that it had

not entered into any agreement relinquishing its

sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the EEZ around

Second Thomas Shoal, located well within the country's

EEZ, about 190 kilometers off Palawan. [US News]

Singapore's handling of money laundering

case globally significant, says UAE head of

anti-money laundering

(lb) The head of anti-money laundering in the United

Arab Emirates (UAE), Hamid Al Zaabi, has praised

Singapore's handling of a USD 2 billion money

laundering investigation, describing it as a case of

global significance. [Singapore Law Watch]

In early October, Singaporean authorities seized or

froze assets worth more than USD 2 billion in one of

the city-state’s largest money laundering

investigations. The investigation began with

simultaneous raids in mid-August, leading to the arrest

of 10 foreigners – all originally from China – and the

seizure of luxury properties, cars, gold bars, designer

handbags, and jewelry. At least five of the 10

individuals accused in the money laundering case have

allegedly made donations to various charitable

organizations and social service agencies in the past

three years. [AiR No. 41, October/2023, 2]

The case revealed links between several accused

individuals and the UAE, showcasing a concerted effort

between Emirati authorities and Singapore in

addressing financial crimes.

South Korea-China: Inaugural economic

cooperation meeting held

(tms) The finance ministries of South Korea and China

initiated their first bilateral economic exchange session

in Changchun, China.

Jointly organized by South Korea’s finance ministry and

China's National Development and Reform

Commission (NDRC), the event drew hundreds of

officials and major companies like Hyundai, LG Chem,

and Alibaba Group.
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Participants discussed ways to enhance cooperation

on industrial and economic issues, sharing investment

details and supportive measures for foreign firms.

The meeting aims to facilitate communication between

South Korean businesses and the Chinese

government, with plans for annual sessions.

Director-level officials agreed to further schedule a

new ministerial meeting soon. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Malaysia: Collaboration

against rising cross-border drug

smuggling strengthened

(tms) South Korea and Malaysia have agreed to

enhance their joint efforts in combating drug crimes

amid significant surge in cross-border drug trafficking.

The agreement was reached during a meeting between

Vice Commissioner Lee Myeong-ku of the Korea

Customs Service (KCS) and Charge d’Affaires Nazarudin

Jaafar of Malaysia in Seoul.

It comes as the amount of drugs seized before

entering South Korea from Malaysia has sharply risen

to 89 kilograms as of November 11, compared to the

total of 7 kg in 2022 [see AiR No. 46, November/2023,

2].

Both nations discussed reinforcing security checks and

information sharing to prevent drug smuggling

attempts.

South Korea last month established a task force to

combat drug trafficking, seeking increased cooperation

with other countries in these efforts [see AiR No. 44,

October/2023, 5]. [VietnamPlus] [Yonhap]

South Korea-Myanmar: 19 individuals

rescued from illegal detention

(tms) The South Korean foreign ministry revealed that

a group of 19 citizens has been rescued from captivity

in Myanmar.

The ministry sought Myanmar’s assistance after

learning of their confinement at an undisclosed illegal

company in Tachileik, near the Thai border.
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Myanmar police conducted a late October raid,

securing the release of the South Koreans, who were

safely transferred to Yangon.

While details about the company and the group remain

undisclosed, South Korea is collaborating with

Myanmar officials to assist its citizens and prevent

further crimes.

The rescue follows reports of individuals being lured by

promises of high profits in border towns susceptible to

cyber scams. [Reuters]

South Korea-Philippines: Defense industry

cooperation strengthened

(tms) South Korea’s Vice Defense Minister Kim Seon-ho

and his Philippine counterpart, Angelito M. De Leo,

have pledged to enhance collaboration in the defense

industry sector, particularly focusing on the third

phase of the Philippines' military modernization

project.

The discussions, held during the inaugural defense

ministerial meeting in Seoul on November 14,

highlighted Manila's pursuit of advanced military

equipment, potentially including submarines.

South Korea, known for its diesel-electric submarines,

aims to contribute to the Philippines' modernization

efforts.

The two nations, marking their 75th anniversary of

diplomatic relations next year, also agreed to develop

defense cooperation as they move towards a “strategic

partnership.” Past collaborations include Manila's

purchase of FA-50 light attack aircraft in 2014.

[Yonhap]

South Korea-North Korea: Abduction issue

addressed after 11 years

(tms) South Korea convened its task force on South

Korean abductees in North Korea for the first time in

11 years, led by President Yoon Suk Yeol, emphasizing

the global awareness of North Korea’s human rights

abuses.

The task force, involving various ministries and

intelligence agencies, aims to address the

humanitarian issue of South Korean detainees in the

North.
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Despite strained inter-Korean relations, officials

acknowledged past shortcomings and pledged to

enhance efforts.

The government plans to collaborate with civic groups

and foreign organizations, urging Pyongyang to verify

and repatriate the remaining 516 South Koreans still

held in the North, including six individuals whose fate

remains unknown. [Yonhap]

South Korea-North Korea: Warning issued

alleged military satellite launch plans

(tms) The South Korean military issued a stern warning

to North Korea, urging an immediate halt to

preparations for a purported military spy satellite

launch.

Kang Ho-pil, Chief Director of Operations at the Joint

Chiefs of Staff, emphasized that if North Korea

proceeds with the launch despite the warning, the

South Korean military will take necessary measures to

protect the safety of its people.

The warning comes after Defense Minister Shin Won-

sik suggested that North Korea might attempt another

satellite launch soon, potentially coinciding with South

Korea's upcoming launch of its first indigenous

reconnaissance satellite on November 30. [Yonhap 1]

North Korea’s previous attempts to launch

reconnaissance satellites in May and August were

unsuccessful, violating UN Security Council sanctions

resolutions [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3] [see AiR No.

35, August/2023, 5]. [Yonhap 2]

South Korea urges EU recognition of

carbon credit system to mitigate impact

of carbon border tax

(tms) South Korea's First Vice Finance Minister, Kim

Byoung-hwan, has requested the European Union (EU)

to acknowledge South Korea's carbon credit

certification system concerning the EU’s new Carbon

Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).

The plea aims to prevent undue burdens on

companies. The CBAM involves imposing import

charges on products like steel and cement based on

their carbon emissions.
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Kim emphasized the shared commitment to

addressing climate challenges but urged against

excessive corporate burdens. He called for EU

recognition of South Korea's carbon credit system to

alleviate concerns about double taxation.

The EU's Gerassimos Thomas assured consideration of

South Korean input, fostering ongoing consultations

on the matter.

Discussions also covered cooperation on tackling base

erosion and profit shifting (BEPS). [Yonhap]

South Korea-Australia: Aerospace deal on

advanced armored vehicles offered

(tms) South Korean Defense Minister Shin Won-sik

expressed support for the finalization of a deal

between Australia and South Korean defense company

Hanwha Aerospace, regarding Canberra’s acquisition

of advanced armored vehicles.

Australia had earlier selected Hanwha Aerospace and

its Redback armored vehicle as the preferred bidder

for a project to obtain 129 next-generation infantry

fighting vehicles by 2028.

Minister Shin assured necessary support for a smooth

deal during talks with Australia’s Defense Industry

Minister Pat Conroy in Seoul. Conroy, in turn, pledged

efforts to expedite the contract signing and announced

plans to visit Hanwha Aerospace during his visit to

South Korea.

The discussions occurred during the inaugural defense

ministerial meeting between South Korea and UN

Command member states. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Egypt: Temporary anti-

dumping duties imposed on Egyptian

white cement

(tms) South Korea has initiated temporary anti-

dumping duties of 72.23 percent on white Portland

cement imported from Egypt, effective for four

months.

The decision follows the Korea Trade Commission’s

(KTC) preliminary findings and recommendation in

September, aiming to prevent potential harm to the

local industry [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4].
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The inquiry was prompted by a complaint filed in

March by domestic cement producer Union Corp.

against Egypt’s Royal El Minya Cement Co. and Albatros

International Cement Trading Ltd., citing adverse

effects on the South Korean market.

The final tariff rates will be determined after the KTC

concludes its investigation, with Union being the sole

producer of white Portland cement in South Korea.

[Yonhap]

South Korea-Indonesia: Pact for mutual

recognition of halal certification signed

(tms) The agriculture ministry of South Korea

announced that halal food authorities in South Korea

and Indonesia have inked a mutual certification

recognition agreement.

The Korea Muslim Foundation and the Korea Halal

Authority Corp., based in Seoul, joined forces with

Indonesia’s Halal Product Assurance Organizing Agency

(BPJPH) in Jakarta to finalize the pact.

This agreement facilitates the export of domestically

certified halal agricultural and food products from

South Korea to Indonesia without the need for

additional certification from local halal authorities.

Indonesia, aiming for mandatory halal certification on

imported food items (excluding fresh agricultural

products) from October next year, will benefit from

this streamlined process. [Yonhap] [The Star]

South Korea-Mongolia: Joint committee

established for rare metal cooperation

(tms) South Korea and Mongolia launched a

collaborative effort with the establishment of a joint

committee aimed at enhancing cooperation in the

supply of rare metals and critical minerals.

The initiative also includes the commencement of a

joint center project for partnerships on rare metals,

part of South Korea’s official development assistance

to Mongolia.

This development follows an agreement reached in

February during Mongolian Prime Minister

Luvsannamsrai Oyun-Erdene's visit to Seoul [see AiR

No. 8, February/2023, 3].
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Mongolia, boasting diverse rare metal reserves, is the

world’s eighth-largest producer of molybdenum.

The joint efforts aim to transform Mongolia's rare

metals into high-value-added products and strengthen

South Korea's domestic supply chain base. [Yonhap]

South Korea-US: Civil-military ties

discussed, security of supply arrangement

signed

(tms) South Korea and the United States convened a

meeting of the ROK-US Status of Forces Agreement

(SOFA) Joint Committee to explore ways to enhance

exchanges between local residents and the 28,500 US

Forces Korea soldiers.

The joint committee agreed to pursue new civil-military

projects fostering friendship between Koreans and

USFK. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

Both nations also recognized the importance of

collaboration on illegal drug awareness and

prevention. [Yonhap 1]

Separately, South Korea and the US signed the Security

of Supply Arrangement (SOSA), prioritizing the supply

of defense-related materials to each other.

SOSA aims to strengthen defense capabilities, address

disruptions, and enhance supply chain resiliency

between the two allies. [Yonhap 2]

Taiwan-Marshall Islands: Education

cooperation, exchange to be strengthened

(jr) Six Taiwanese schools and universities signed an

agreement with six counterparts from the Marshall

Islands on November 14, signifying the beginning of a

new educational alliance.

The agreements were signed during the launch of the

Global International Educational Exchange Major

Alliance (GIEEMA), established by Taiwan to promote

international educational exchange.

Alliance Chair Brandon K.C. Chang unveiled that the

agreements mark the start of the group’s work, which

would see a Taiwan-Africa higher education forum

later this month November, and a 60-country forum at

the U.N. in 2024. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: President Tsai meets with U.N.

Permanent Representatives of allies

(jr) On 16 November, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

met with permanent representative to the United

Nations from states having formal relations with

Taiwan, including St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the

Marshall Islands, Nauru, Belize, and Paraguay.

During the meeting Tsai stated she looks forward to

developing mutually beneficial developments and

activities on the global stage.

The visiting group expressed gratitude for Taiwan’s

assistance in areas including agriculture, education,

health, and technology and reaffirmed their

commitment to advocating for Taiwan’s meaningful

participation within the international community.

[Taiwan Today 1]

In a separate meeting a day earlier, Taiwan’s Foreign

Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu and the group reaffirmed

their stance on “the absurdity of China’s

misinterpretation of U.N. Resolution 2758 and the false

claim that Taiwan is part of its territory.”  [Taiwan

Today 2]

Taiwan-Germany: Deputy Foreign Minister

Lee speaks at Berlin Taiwan Conference

(jr) On 13 November, Taiwan’s Deputy Foreign Minister

Roy Chun Lee has delivered a video speech at the

second Berlin Taiwan conference urging Germany to

expand partnership Taiwan as part of efforts to de-risk

ties with China.

Involving around 100 experts, officials, members of the

press and parliamentarians from Europe, Taiwan and

around the globe, the center of the discussions at the

conference was Taiwan’s January 2024 presidential

election.

Lee emphasized that the upcoming election bears

testament to Taiwan’s vibrant democracy and

demonstrates how the population treasures its hard-

earned freedom, adding that despite differences

between Taiwan’s political parties’ policy platforms,

maintaining the status quo and opposing Beijing’s so-

called “one China policy” and “one country, two

systems” have consensus across Taiwan’s society.
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Lee also accused China of increasing interference

through economic and military coercion as well as the

spread of disinformation, while affirming that Taiwan

would do everything possible to de-escalate any

confrontations with China in the South China Sea.

Lastly, Lee hailed the recent announcement by Taiwan

Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. that it will set up a

facility in Germany as an important step to enhance

supply chain security and reduce both sides’ economic

reliance on China. [Taiwan Today]

Taiwan-Ukraine: Six memorandums of

understanding signed

(oy/jr) During the ReBuild Ukraine 2nd International

Exhibition and Conference in Warsaw, Poland, on

November 14, Taiwan and Ukraine signed six

memorandums of understanding (MOUs). This marked

Taiwan's debut participation in the ReBuild Ukraine

event.

The MOUs covered various sectors, including

education, employment, medical and healthcare

support for Ukraine, including Taiwan funding

educational programs and supplying digital equipment

for displaced Ukrainian students.

Additional plans included the establishment of care

centers aiding Ukrainian children and women, the

reconstruction of a children's sports school, and the

allocation of funds for post-traumatic stress disorder.

[MOFA]

Taiwan NSC Chief: China unlikely to

invade by 2027

(oy) On November 14, Taiwan’s National Security

Council (NSC) Secretary-General Wellington Koo said

that China is unlikely to possess the capabilities for a

successful Taiwan invasion by 2027.

Koo highlighted that China’s ongoing economic

challenges are creating domestic uncertainty,

impacting its ability to execute a successful invasion.

He emphasized Taiwan’s commitment to enhancing its

defensive capabilities as a strategy to delay a potential

Chinese invasion, without specifying when an invasion

would likely occur. Additionally, Koo mentioned

Taiwan's intention to employ mobile weaponry as a
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defensive measure against a potential Chinese

incursion.

In an earlier statement, former US Joint Chiefs of Staff,

Mark Milley, has said that China is not prepared for a

Taiwan invasion for “some time” while his successor,

Charles Brown Jr, has expressed doubts over a

possible invasion. [Taipei Times]

APEC Summit: Chang meets world leaders

(oy) At the APEC summit sidelines, Taiwan

Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC)

founder Morris Chang met and interacted with various

world leaders on the behalf of Taiwan’s President Tsai

Ing-wen.

On November 16, Chang spoke to US Vice President

Kamala Harris, exchanging perspectives on the

economic environment and ways to strengthen US-

Taiwan economic cooperation.

Subsequently, Chang met the White House National

Economic Council Director, Lael Brainard, where they

discussed topics related to US-Taiwan economic

relations. Lael Brainard oversees ongoing

infrastructure projects aimed at expanding

semiconductor production within the US.

Earlier on November 15, Chang had spoken with US

Secretary of State Antony Blinken at an APEC

reception.

In addition to US officials, Chang met Japanese Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida and discussed building a closer

partnership in semiconductor development. Chang

and Kishida concurred that further cooperation would

strengthen Japan-Taiwan relations. Kishida also

expressed support for Taiwan to participate in

international organizations like the WHO and ICAO and

encouraged Taiwan to engage with the international

community through the Global Cooperation and

Training Framework.

According to Chang, he has met more than half of the

21 world leaders present at APEC, including

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. He did

not meet or spoke with Chinese President Xi Jinping,

but said he expected cross-straits tensions to ease

after talks between US President Joe Biden and Xi.

Chang noted the keen interest of APEC countries in

Taiwan’s semiconductor development experiences.

[Taipei Times] [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan Foreign Minister aatends dinner event

hosted by Slovakia Economic and Cultural Office in

Taipei

(oy) On November 17, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Joseph Wu attended a dinner event hosted by the

Slovakia Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei. The

event was held in celebration of Slovakia’s Struggle for

Freedom and Democracy Day and 20 years of

diplomatic missions in both countries.

Speaking at the event, Wu congratulated Slovakia’s on

30 years of nation-building, emphasizing that Taiwan-

Slovakia’s relations are built on the shared principles of

freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law.

Despite the geographical distance, Wu noted that

these shared values have fostered close exchanges in

various sectors, including economy, trade, science,

technology, public health, and academia.

Wu also drew comparisons between Slovakia’s Struggle

for Freedom and Democracy Day and Taiwan’s own

journey towards democratization. He expressed

gratitude towards Slovakia’s diplomatic representative,

Bruno Hromy, for his efforts in promoting bilateral

exchanges. In response, Hromy thanked Wu for his

support in strengthening Taiwan-Slovakia relations,

emphasizing the increasing exchanges between the

two countries and Taiwan’s position as Slovakia’s

second largest Asian investor. [MOFA]

Norwegian Liberal Party leader visits

Taiwan

(oy) Norway’s Liberal Party leader, Guri Melby, is

visiting Taiwan this week. She is the first high-level

Norwegian politician to officially visit Taiwan in 14

years. Accompanying her are three other members

from her party.

During the visit, Melby is scheduled to meet with

several Taiwanese officials, including Taiwan’s

President Tsai Ing-Wen, Deputy Foreign Minister Tien

Chung-kwang, Control Yuan President and National

Human Rights Commission Chairperson Chen Chu, and

Environmental Minister Shieu Fuh-Sheng.

In an interview Melby described her visit as both

“important and symbolic,” emphasizing that the visit is

intended to show support for Taiwan, strengthen

Norway-Taiwan relations and better understand liberal
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values in Taiwan. She reiterated the trip has no

intention of angering China.

Melby shared her belief that Norway can contribute

towards deterring China’s pressure on Taiwan. She

also expressed concerns about a recent report from a

Norwegian defense commission, which warned about

Norway’s excessive dependence on Chinese goods in

various sectors, including health, telecommunications,

and raw materials. She urged increased awareness on

the global impacts of political developments in the

Taiwan Straits. [Taipei Times] [NewsinEnglish]

Japan, Thailand eye deeper cooperation

ahead of ASEAN summit

(ak/lm) Japan and Thailand are intensifying their

cooperation ahead of a special Japan-ASEAN summit

scheduled for next month in Tokyo.

During a meeting in San Francisco, Japanese Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida and his Thai counterpart

Srettha Thavisin identified key areas of collaboration,

including the energy and automotive sectors, given

that Japanese automakers have production facilities in

Thailand.

Prime Minister Kishida also proposed the

establishment of an Asian zero-emission community,

where Japan and other Asian nations would jointly

work toward transitioning to clean energy sources.

Furthermore, the two leaders agreed on a reciprocal

visa-free scheme for their businesspeople visiting each

other.

This move comes as Japan and the 10-member

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

commemorate the 50th anniversary of their friendship

and cooperation in 2023, with a special summit

scheduled for three days starting from December 16.

[Bangkok Post] [The Japan Times]

South Korea eyes Economic Partnership

Agreement with Thailand

(lm) South Korea's Ministry of Trade, Industry, and

Energy is currently in discussions with Thailand

regarding the possibility of entering into an Economic

Partnership Agreement (EPA). Thai officials have noted

that Seoul's interest in the EPA stems from the desire

of Korean-based companies to explore opportunities

for expanding their operations in Thailand, including
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the establishment of an electric vehicle (EV) production

facility. [Bangkok Post]

Currently, neither country has concrete plans to

establish a free-trade area. However, both nations

have expressed a commitment to regional

cooperation, including participation in the ASEAN-

Korea Free Trade Agreement and the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership.

Thailand, United States strengthen

economic ties in semiconductors, EVs and

green energy

(bk) On November 16, during the 30th APEC Economic

Leaders' Week in San Francisco, Thailand’s Prime

Minister and Minister of Finance Srettha Thavisin

engaged in a bilateral meeting with Gina M. Raimondo,

the United States Secretary of Commerce. The two

sides engaged in discussions regarding economic

policies and the development of both nations,

particularly in crucial US industrial supply chains,

including semiconductors, electric vehicles (EVs), and

the transition to green energy. [Royal Thai

Government]

Thai Prime Minister Srettha meets with

Canadian counterpart on sidelines of

APEC summit in United States

(ak/lm) Thailand and Canada have affirmed their

commitment to enhancing trade and investment

cooperation, as stated during a meeting between their

leaders on the sidelines of the 30th APEC Economic

Leaders’ Meeting in the United States. Thai Prime

Minister and Finance Minister Srettha Thavisin

discussed Thailand's attractiveness to investors and its

growing role as a production hub, particularly in the

electric vehicle industry. Canadian Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau expressed Ottawa’s interest in

collaborating with Thailand bilaterally and regionally,

highlighting the absence of a Free Trade Agreement

(FTA) between the two countries but noting the

potential for mutual benefit through ongoing ASEAN-

Canada FTA negotiations. [Prime Minister of Canada]

[Pattaya Mail]

Singapore, Vietnam vow to deepen

collaboration in crime prevention
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(tt) On November 16, Vietnamese Minister of Public

Security To Lam held talks with Coordinating Minister

for National Security of Singapore, Teo Chee Hean, in

Hanoi. The two ministers discussed various aspects of

bilateral cooperation, including crime prevention, fire

prevention, firefighting and rescue, digital

transformation, and the establishment of a national

population data center. [Socialist Republic of

VieStnam]

They also expressed their intention to sign agreements

on extradition, the transfer of sentenced persons,

mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, and a

memorandum of understanding on cooperation in

digital transformation. Singapore pledged to share its

experience and provide equipment to support Vietnam

in crime prevention and the establishment of a large

database platform.

Vietnam-US: Defense ministers meet

On the sidelines of the ASEAN-U.S. Defense Ministers’

Informal Meeting meeting, Vietnamese Minister of

National Defense Phan Van Giang met with U.S.

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin.

During their talk, both sides pledged to strengthen

bilateral defense cooperation through the

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership for Peace,

Cooperation, and Sustainable Development.

Phan, for his part, has requested the US Department of

Defense’s support for Vietnam’s International Defense

Expo 2024. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Vietnam, US to deepen cooperation,

particularly in climate change response,

energy transition

(tt) On November 16, Vietnamese President Vo Van

Thuong hosted a reception in San Francisco for US

Special Presidential Envoy for Climate Change John

Kerry, who was attending the APEC Economic Leaders'

Meeting last week.

During the meeting, President Vo emphasized

Vietnam's commitment to green growth and climate

change mitigation. He highlighted the approval of the

National Power Development Planning for the 2021-

2030 period with a vision to 2050, aiming to shift from

fossil fuels to renewable and new energy sources,

ultimately achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.
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President Vo used the opportunity to seek US

assistance in facilitating the implementation of projects

that promote energy transition and harness Vietnam's

renewable energy potential, contributing to long-term

energy security.

In response, John Kerry assured Vietnam of continued

US support in enhancing its capacity for climate

change adaptation, pollution control, and sustainable

resource management. He also committed to assisting

Vietnam in improving its environmental management

capabilities. Kerry emphasized the readiness of the US

to collaborate with Vietnam at a high level to ensure

positive outcomes at the 28th UN Climate Conference

(COP28). [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Vietnam, Portugal officials meet in Lisboa

(tt) The Standing Vice Chairman of the Vietnamese

National Assembly, Tran Thanh Man, met with

President of the Assembly of Portugal, Augusto Santos

Silva, during his visit to Portugal. [Socialist Republic of

Vietnam]

Tran Thanh Man affirmed Vietnam's commitment to its

relationship with the European Union (EU) and its

member countries, including Portugal, and expressed

support for Lisboa’s plan to open a diplomatic office in

Vietnam. He also proposed closer cooperation to

maximize opportunities under the EU-Vietnam Free

Trade Agreement (EVFTA), aiming to achieve USD 1

billion in two-way trade.

Additionally, he asked for Portugal's assistance in

persuading other EU members to ratify the EU-

Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA) and

for support in removing the "yellow card" warning

against Vietnamese seafood exports by the European

Commission.

Vietnam’s prime minister hosts Hungarian

justice minister

(tt) On November 16, Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh hosted a reception for Hungarian Minister

of Justice Tuzson Bence, who was on a working visit to

Hanoi. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

During the meeting, Prime Minister Chinh emphasized

that Vietnam treasures its traditional friendship and

multi-faceted cooperation with Hungary. He proposed

maintaining all-level delegation exchanges and
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promoting collaboration across various sectors,

including justice. Chinh also called for Hungary's

assistance in promoting science and technology

applications, digital transformation, artificial

intelligence in lawmaking, judicial human resource

training, and sharing judicial experience with Vietnam.

Minister Tuzson Bence expressed Hungary's desire to

strengthen collaboration with Vietnam in the field of

justice and announced Hungary's plan to grant 200

scholarships in justice to Vietnam.

Vietnam, Malaysia leaders meet at APEC

Meeting

(tt) During the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

(APEC) Economic Leaders' Meeting in San Francisco, on

November 16, Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong

held discussions with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim.

President Vo emphasized the need to translate the

outcomes of the 7th Joint Commission Meeting of

Economic, Scientific, and Technological Cooperation,

held in August, into concrete actions by swiftly

finalizing and signing treaties and agreements. The aim

is to establish a solid foundation for enhancing

bilateral cooperation. Vo urged both sides to work

towards increasing bilateral trade to USD 18 billion in

the coming years and requested the Malaysian

government's support for Vietnamese businesses in

producing and exporting Halal products to Malaysia.

Prime Minister Ibrahim expressed Malaysia's high

regard for multifaceted cooperation with Vietnam,

expressing a keen interest in expanding collaboration

in economics, trade, investment, and manpower

training. The leaders committed to maintaining close

coordination in regional and international forums such

as the United Nations and APEC. They pledged to

uphold ASEAN's solidarity and centrality, contributing

to the development of a robust, united, and resilient

ASEAN Community. Additionally, they expressed their

commitment to assisting Laos in its ASEAN

Chairmanship in 2024. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Vietnam, Canada to expand involvement

in peacekeeping operations

(tt) On November 16, President Vo Van Thuong

engaged in discussions with Canadian Prime Minister
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Justin Trudeau in San Francisco, California, during the

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Economic

Leaders' Meeting.

In their bilateral talk, President Vo Van Thuong sought

Canada's assistance and support for Vietnam's

continued participation in UN-led peacekeeping

operations.

Prime Minister Trudeau reassured Vietnam of

Canada's commitment, emphasizing the importance

placed on the relationship between the two nations.

He expressed Canada's dedication to enhancing

cooperation with Vietnam across various sectors,

including politics-diplomacy, economy-trade, education

and training, defense and security, and people-to-

people exchanges.

Both leaders expressed satisfaction with the ongoing

expansion of the comprehensive partnership between

the two countries. Notably, they highlighted the

significant growth in two-way trade, surpassing USD 7

billion in 2022, marking a nearly 17 percent year-on-

year increase. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Vietnam, Canada boast huge cooperation

potential, official says

(tt) Canada and Vietnam have a promising future in

their relationship, particularly in trade, thanks to the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), according to an official

from Global Affairs Canada.

He noted that Vietnam is a priority in Canada's Indo-

Pacific Strategy and emphasized the province of

Quebec's support for over 250 businesses expanding

operations to Vietnam since the CPTPP took effect in

2018. VietnamPlus]

Vietnam is Canada's largest trade partner among

ASEAN member countries and an essential gateway for

Canadian firms to enter the region. Canada is also

supporting Vietnam in achieving the goal of zero

emissions by 2050.

Vietnam, Azerbaijan statistical

institutions discuss cooperation

(tt) The Chairman of the State Statistics Committee of

Azerbaijan, Tahir Budagov, met with the Director

General of the General Statistical Office of Vietnam,
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Nguyen Ti Suong, in Hanoi to discuss prospects for

cooperation between the two countries' statistical

agencies. [AZERNEWS]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

22 November 2023 @ at 5:30 p.m. (GMT+8),

International Crisis Group, USA

A Himalayan Rivalry and the Future of

India-China Relations

The experts will have a discussion around the past,

present and future of India-China relations. The

analysts will offer insight into the dispute by sharing

perceptions from either side of the border and look at

how this regional rivalry is increasingly enmeshed with

the great power competition shaping Asia. 

Learn more about the event at [International Crisis

Group]. 

23 November 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT),

Overseas Development Institute (ODI), UK

Avoiding a “green squeeze” and advancing

new trade opportunities for LDCs

This event will bring together experts to assess the

impact of different policies on Least Developed

Countries (LDCs) and explore how international

support measures and cooperation can promote the

export interests of LDCs during the green transition. 
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Learn more about the event at [ODI]. 

24 November 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (GMT+11),

Australian Institute of International Affairs,

Australia

Chinese Style Modernisation: Promoting

Chinese Morality and Civilisation as

Alternatives to Western Liberalism

This workshop explores points of intersection and

divergence between Chinese-style governance and

Chinese-style modernisation. It examines two main

questions: (1) What is the nature of Chinese-style

moral governance and Chinese-style modernisation?

(2) How do they initiate new conceptions of state and

citizen as ideological and 'civilisational' alternatives to

modern liberal democracy? 

Learn more about the event at [Australian Institute of

International Affairs]. 

24 November 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

(GMT+8), Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

The Asia Pacific Economies: Challenges

and Prospects in 2024

The webinar will discuss some of the major outcomes

of the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting (AELM) and

their implications for the region and Singapore in 2024.

Additionally, it will present the economic outlook of the

APEC region, highlighting the latest insights from the

November 2023 issue of the APEC Regional Trends

Analysis (ARTA), the flagship publication of the APEC

Policy Support Unit. The webinar will also cover the

Singapore perspective, including Peru’s hosting of

APEC in 2024. 

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS]. 

24 November 2023 @ 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), NUS

East Asian Institute, Singapore

The Contribution of Chinese Science to US

Technological Advancement

Science has played a crucial role in propelling

technological advancements. Although the United
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States has been the epicentre of global scientific

knowledge production, a significant trend has

emerged: the internationalisation of knowledge

generation. The webinar will reveal contributions and

directions of development in the field of technologies

of the United States and China.    

Learn more about the event at [NUS East Asian

Institute]. 

27 November 2023 @ 3 - 8:30 p.m. (GMT+9), Asia

Society (Tokyo), Japan

Japan & Hong Kong: Shared Ambitions,

Shared Futures

The experts will intend to reflect on the robust ties that

Hong Kong and Japan have cultivated since the 1970s

and explore the innovative endeavors currently

undertaken by Hong Kong entrepreneurs in

collaboration with Japan, fostering greater

cooperation. What are the shared aspirations, and how

can we bolster our efforts to create a more innovative

future together? 

Learn more about the event at [Asia Society]. 

27 November 2023 @ 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. (GMT+9),

Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF), Japan

The 196th Ocean Forum: Enhancing Food

Security and Promoting Sustainable

Fisheries in Africa-Forging Regional

Cooperation and International

Partnership: TICAD 30th Year Anniversary

Event

This ocean forum is intended to promote discussions

with representatives of African governments and

relevant Japanese organizations on regional

cooperation and international partnership to promote

food security and sustainable fisheries in Africa and

the prospects for forging Japan-Africa partnership. 

Learn more about the event at [SPF]. 

28 November 2023 @ 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. (GMT-8),

Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies

(Stanford), USA
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Brain Health and Dementia in Asia and

Beyond: Assessment, Prevention, and Way

Forward

The seminar is dedicated to the most important thing

of humankind – health. The expert will reveal the

issues which can lead to brain disease. Drawing on

empirical evidence and carefully harmonized surveys

of health and aging (e.g., for Korea, Japan, China, India,

the US and Europe), she will assess the speaker state

of knowledge and evidence regarding risk and

resilience factors and the potential for preventing

cognitive decline. Her talk will conclude with discussion

of current initiatives and global dialogues (political,

academic, and industry) about healthy brain aging. 

Learn more about the event at [Stanford]. 

28 November 2023 @ 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT-5),

Stimson Center, USA

The Climate Governance Commission –

Governing Our Planetary Emergency

The Climate Governance Commission (CGC) aims to

address a crucial gap in confronting the global climate

emergency by developing, proposing, and building

partnerships that promote feasible, high-impact global

governance solutions for urgent and effective climate

action to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C or less. 

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center]. 

28 - 30 November 2023, Asian Development

Bank, The Phillipines

ADBI Annual Conference 2023 Sustainable

Development Goals: Midway Assessment

and the Road Ahead

The 2023 ADBI Annual Conference will examine the

status of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in

Asia and the Pacific, feature research and panel

discussions on the factors that promote or inhibit

progress and highlight reforms necessary for countries

in the region to achieve SDGs by 2030. The conference

will also discuss sustainable development beyond

2030. 

Learn more about the event at [Asian Development

Bank]. 
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Recent and upcoming book releases

David Stainforth, Predicting Our Climate Future:

What We Know, What We Don't Know, And What We

Can't Know, OUP, 368 pages, published October 12,

2023, reviewed in [Kirkus].

Peter Trubowitz, Brian Burgoon, Geopolitics and

Democracy: The Western Liberal Order from

Foundation to Fracture, Oxford University Press, 264

pages, published April 14, 2023. For a review, visit

[Foreign Affairs].

Timothy Heath, The Autocrat’s Predicament: The

Political Peril of Economic Upgrade in Single-Party

Authoritarian Regimes, Lexington Books, 232 pages to

be released December 15, 2023. To join a webcast that

will discuss the book, see [CSIS].

Stuart Rollo, Terminus: Westward Expansion, China,

and the End of American Empire, Johns Hopkins

University Press, 296 pages, published October 31,

2023, with a review in [Asian Review of Books].

Yasheng Huang, The Rise and Fall of the EAST: How

Exams, Autocracy, Stability, and Technology Brought

China Success, and Why They Might Lead to Its

Decline, Yale University Press, 440 pages, published

August 29, 2023, reviewed in [Foreign Affairs].

Hendrik W. Ohnesorge (ed.), Soft power and the

future of US foreign policy, Manchester University

Press, 280 pages, published June 27, 2023. For a

review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Alex Rowell, We Are Your Soldiers: How Gamal Abdel

Nasser Remade the Arab World, W. W. Norton &

Company, 416 pages, published November 14, 2023.

The book is reviewed in [The Walll Street Journal].

Calls

The Asian Society for International Law invites

paper proposals for its 2024 Intersessional

Conference, to be held on 24-25 May 2024, at Narxos

University, Almaty Kazakhstan. The conference theme

is “Asia and International Law: Historical Legacy and

Progressive Development.” The deadline for abstract

submission is December 24, 2023. For more

information, see [Narxos University].
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Common Ground Research Networks invites paper

proposals for its 20th International Conference on

Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social

Sustainability, to be held on January 24-26, 2024, at

the University of Aveiro, Aveiro, Portugal, and Online.

The conference theme is “Pathways to Sustainability

Innovation: Perspectives from Civil Society,

Government and Business”. For more information, see

[On Sustainability].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

a Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,

or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted until open until filled. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Operations and Travel Associate to

be based in Micronesia. Applications are accepted until

December 4, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Programme Associate to be based in

Suva, Fiji.  Applications are accepted until December 4,

2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Human Rights Associate to be based

in Ramallah, Palestinian Territory. Applications are

accepted until December 3, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Human Resources Specialist to be

based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are

accepted until December 1, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Durable Solutions Specialist to be

based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are

accepted until December 1, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based Mersin,

Turkey. Applications are accepted until December 4,

2023. More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a CST-

Programme Policy to be based in Brazzaville, Republic

of Congo. Applications are accepted until December 3,

2023. More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Ivory Coast.

Applications are accepted until December 2, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Communications Officer NOB to be based in

Guatemala. Applications are accepted until December

1, 2023. More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Finance

Associate to be based in Bishkek. Applications are

accepted until December 3, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Health Officer, to be based in India. Applications are

accepted until December 4, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Human Resources Manager, to be based in East

Jerusalem, Palestinian Territory. Applications are

accepted until November 27, 2023. More information

is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Research an Evaluation Specialist to be based in

Islamabad, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

December 4, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Multiple Indicator Cluster (MICS) Consultancy, to

be based in Fiji. Applications are accepted until

December 1, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Financial Analysis Consultant, to be based in New

York, United States. Applications are accepted until

December 2, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Data

Assistant, to be based in Pyay and Hakha, Myanmar.
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Applications are accepted until December 11, 2023.

More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Medical Officer, to be based in Ouagadougou,

Burkina Faso. Applications are accepted until

December 2, 2023. More information is provided as

[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Scientist (SRHR Policy), to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 15,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Technical officer Laboratory, to be based in Ankara,

Turkey. Applications are accepted until December 2,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Programme Management Specialist to be based in

Manila, Philippines. Applications are accepted until

December 7, 2023. More information is provided as

[WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Legal

Officer to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.

Applications are accepted until December 6, 2023.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

National Information Officer to be based in Yangon,

Myanmar. Applications are accepted until December 2,

2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Security Officer to be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Applications are accepted until December 1, 2023.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Public

Information Officer to be based in Amman, Jordan.

Applications are accepted until November 28, 2023.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Finance and Budget Officer to be based in New York,

United States. Applications are accepted until

December 20, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Crisis Case Manager, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until January 11, 2024. More

information is provided as [IRC].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Mental Health Supervisor, to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until January 15,

2024. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Finance Assistant to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until January 3, 2024. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Regional Partnership Advisor, to be based in Kenya.

Applications are accepted until December 2, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Grants Coordinator, to be based in Guatemala.

Applications are accepted until December 16, 2024.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

National Operations Specialist, to be based in

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Applications are accepted until

December 4, 2023. More information is provided as

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Human Resources Assistant, to be based in

Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are accepted until

December 1, 2023. More information is provided as

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Project Administrative and Finance Assistant, to

be based in Zamboanga, Philippines. Applications are

accepted until December 1, 2023. More information is

provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Capacity Development and Training Specialist, to

be based in Rome, Italy. Applications are accepted until

December 1, 2023. More information is provided as

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Internal Procurement Specialist, to be based in

Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are accepted until

December 1, 2023. More information is provided as

[FAO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Assistant, to be based in Costa Rica.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [IOM].
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Senior Supply Chain and Procurement

Officer, to be based in Manila, Philippines.

Applications are accepted until December 3, 2023.

More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Migration Health Nurse, to be based in

Kaiserslautern, Germany. Applications are accepted

until November 30, 2023. More information is provided

as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Operations Assistant, to be based in Costa

Rica. Applications are accepted until not specified.

More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Supply Chain Officer, to be based in Multiple

Locations. Applications are accepted until November

30, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Radionuclide

Methods Expert, to be based in Vienna, Austria.

Applications are accepted until December 6, 2023.

More information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Logistics Support

Unit, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are

accepted until December 30, 2023. More information is

provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Maintenance

Engineer, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications

are accepted until December 30, 2023. More

information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate Voluntary

Contributions and Programme Coordination

Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications

are accepted until December 6, 2023. More

information is provided as [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Senior Project Manager, to be

based in Manila, Philippines. Applications are accepted

until December 3, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Head People Planning and

Performance, to be based in Copenhagen, Denmark.
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Applications are accepted until December 1, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Monitoring, Evaluation and

Learning Specialist, to be based in Haiti. Applications

are accepted until December 3, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Director, to be based in

Kabul, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

December 13, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Officer, to be based in

Antananarivo, Madagascar. Applications are accepted

until December 4, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNOPS].

Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Technical Officer Clinical Servicesto be based in

Ziguinchor, Senegal. Applications are accepted until

not specified. More information is provided as [FHI

360].

Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks an

Emergency Preparedness, Response and Recovery

Advisor, to be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [FHI 360].

Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Logistics Assistant, to be based in Tunis, Tunisia.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [FHI 360].

Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Regional Learning, Monitoring and Evaluation

(LME) Manager, to be based in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [FHI 360].

Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a Senior

Administrative Officer, to be based in Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania. Applications are accepted until not specified.

More information is provided as [FHI 360].

Middle Tennessee State University in Tennessee,

United States is inviting applications for an Dean,

College of Behavioral and Health Sciences.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Middle Tennessee State University].
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Metropolitan State University in Minnesota, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor. Application submission deadline is open

until filled. For more details, see [Metropolitan State

University]

The University of South Carolina Upstate in South

Carolina, United States is inviting applications for an

Instructor of Criminal Justice and Director of the

Upstate Crime Analysis Center. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [University of South Carolina Upstate].

California State University at Dominguez Hills in

California, United States is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor. Application submission deadline

is not specified. For more details, see [California State

University].

Stephen F. Austin University in Texas, United States

is inviting applications for a Mental Health Counselor.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Stephen F. Austin University].

Drexel University in Pennsylvania, United States is

inviting applications for an Information Science

Department Head. Application submission deadline is

January 15, 2024. For more details, see [Drexel

University].

The Department of Criminal Justice and

Criminology at University of Missouri-Kansas City in

Missouri United States is inviting applications for an

Adjunct Faculty Teaching Position. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [University of Missouri-Kansas City]

Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor in American

Studies. Application submission deadline is December

20, 2023. For more details, see [Kenyon College]

The Department of Social and Cultural Analysis at

New York University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Black Cultural Studies. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see [New

York University].

Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor of English.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Hofstra University].

The School of Arts and Sciences at the University of

Rochester in Rochester, New York is inviting
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applications for a Director, Susan B. Anthony

Institute. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [University of

Rochester].          

The Department of Gender and Women's Studies

(GWS) at the University of Rhode Island in Rhode

Island, United States is inviting applications for a

Visiting Assistant Professor in Black Feminisms.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [University of Rhode Island].

The School of Social Science and Global Studies at

The University of Southern Mississippi in

Hattiesburg, Mississippi is inviting applications for an

Assistant Teaching Professor. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[University of Southern Mississippi].

The Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University

in New Haven, CT is inviting applications for a

Postdoctoral Associate in East Asian Studies.

Application submission deadline is January 5, 2024. For

more details, see [Yale University].

The Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University

in New Haven, CT is inviting applications for a

Postdoctoral Associate in Central Asian Studies.

Application submission deadline is January 5, 2024. For

more details, see [Yale University].

The University of Wisconsin-Madison in Wisconsin,

United States is inviting applications for an Africana

and Francophone Studies Librarian. Application

submission deadline is December 4, 2023. For more

details, see [University of Wisconsin-Madison].

The Department of African American Studies at

Princeton University in New Jersey, United States is

inviting applications for a Visiting Research Position.

Application submission deadline is January 4, 2024. For

more details, see [Princeton University].

The Department of Political Science at

Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Instruction in Computational Social Science.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Northwestern University].

St. Thomas University in Florida, United States is

inviting applications for a Faculty Professor

Humanities. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [St. Thomas University].
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The Department of Child and Family Science at

National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, Taiwan

is inviting applications for an Assistant Professor.

Application submission deadline is January 31, 2024.

For more details, see [National Taiwan Normal

University].

Foothill-De Anza Community College District in

California, United States is inviting applications for an

Instructor, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies,

De Anza College. Application submission deadline is

January 22, 2024. For more details, see [Foothill-De

Anza Community College District].

The College of Science at Virginia Tech in Virginia,

United States is inviting applications for an Associate

Director for Educational Research. Application

submission deadline is open until January 5, 2024. For

more details, see [The College of Science at Virginia

Tech].

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Administration of Justice. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Texas Southern University].

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is

inviting applications for a Chief Of Police and

Executive Director of Emergency Management.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Texas Southern University].

Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Georgia is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Psychology. Application submission deadline is

December 20, 2023. For more details, see [Kennesaw

State University].

Minnesota State University in Minnesota, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor in Criminal Justice. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Minnesota State University].

Department of English at Southern Methodist

University in Dallas, Texas is inviting applications for

an Open Rank Professor and Kahn Endowed Chair.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Southern Methodist University].

Baylor University in Waco, Texas, is inviting

applications for a Professor and Department Chair,

Educational Psychology. Application submission

deadline is March 1, 2024. For more details, see [Baylor

University].
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