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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Albania, Barbados, the
Dominican Republic, East Timor, Mauritania, Panama
and Portugal, the Republic Day of Congo, the Great
Union Day of Romania, and the National Day of the
Central African Republic and the United Arab Emirates
this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief



Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
East Asia

China: Premier Li Qiang assumes
leadership of Central Finance Commission

(ms) Chinese Premier Li Qiang has been appointed as
the head of the Central Finance Commission (CFC), a
position traditionally chaired by President Xi Jinping.
This surprising move signals a potential shift in policy
direction to enhance coordination among various
ministries during a continues economic hardship the
second biggest economy faces.

The CFC, established in March this year during the 14th
National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of
China, plays a crucial role in overseeing the nation'’s
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banking, insurance, and securities assets. Li's
appointment marks a departure from past practices,
where such key party organizations were typically
chaired by Xi.

This surprising decision aligns with the trend of
President Xi delegating more responsibilities to his
chosen deputies since the beginning of his third term,
in which he surrounded himself even more with
loyalists [see AIR No. 43, October/2022, 4].

While President Xi retains leadership positions in
crucial bodies like the National Security Commission
and the Central Financial and Economic Affairs
Commission, Li's appointment suggests a delegation of
power. Observers believe this shift may signify Xi's
focus on essential adjustments in both domestic and
foreign policies.

Li, known for his business-friendly approach, has
represented Xi at international conferences,
showcasing the president’s willingness to delegate
responsibilities. As China faces complex challenges,
including an economic slowdown and foreign relations
dynamics, the unexpected leadership change in the
CFC underscores the nation’s commitment to
navigating these issues strategically.

It remains to be seen how Li's leadership will impact
China’s financial landscape, with challenges like
regional bank struggles and a property market
downturn requiring structural and long-term. The
upcoming third plenum meeting og the Central
Committee may provide more insights into the
evolving dynamics of China's political and economic
landscape, although the Chinese government has so
far failed to set a date (see entry below). [Bloomberg]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Key political meeting further
delayed

(ms) During the monthly meeting of the 24-member
Political Bureau of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
on November 27, the Chinese leadership once again
refrained from announcing a date for the crucial third
plenum meeting of the Central Committee.
Traditionally, this plenum outlines China’s
development strategy and priorities.

The Third Plenum, historically a platform for
formulating comprehensive policies to address critical
economic challenges, acts as a blueprint, providing a
roadmap for the country's economic, political, and
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social development. For almost 40 years, it has been
held the year after the CCP’'s National Congress, a
tradition likely to be broken by the current delay.

This delay is perceived as another negative signal for
the stability of the Chinese economy, which has been
recovering slowly from three years of Zero-COVID. The
economy continues to grapple with a high debt burden
in both the real estate sector and local governments,
urgently seeking to regain trust, not only from its own
population but also from international investors.

Analysts speculate that the delay reflects the
leadership's cautious approach, signaling the need for
careful deliberation on major decisions in the face of
the significant challenges mentioned above. [South
China Morning Post] [Council on Foreign Affairs]

China: Expansion of government support
for indebted developers

(ms) According to Bloomberg exclusive reports, the
Chinese government is increasing pressure on Chinese
banks to provide financial support for the country’s
heavily indebted real estate sector, including opening
up the possibility of unsecured short-term loans for
selected developers for the first time.

The government is said to be close to finalizing a 50-
entity list of developers to be considered eligible for
financial assistance. According to Bloomberg, among
the selected developers is the former largest Chinese
developer Country Garden, which just defaulted for
the first time at the end of October [see AIR No. 43,
October/2023, 4].

Such a white-listing serves to strengthen the
confidence of banks in developers, but the actual
effectiveness is doubtful. Chinese banks granted new
credit lines of around USD 424 billion to developers
that were classified as worthy of rescue last December,
which did not save Country Garden, and other
developers, from insolvency.

However, the possibility of unsecured loans, if
approved, would mark one of the Chinese
government's strongest attempts to reduce debt and,
above all, address the halt in numerous construction
projects caused by financial liabilities.

Unlike traditional loans, which require collateral such
as land or assets, these loans would not require such
security, making the loans available for daily operating
needs and freeing up capital for debt repayment. In


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-d/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-d/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-h/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-k/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-k/

addition, officials are exploring a mechanism whereby
a single lender could spearhead support for a
distressed builder and coordinate financing plans with
other creditors. [Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2] [Reuters]
[The Standard]

China: Shadow Bank Zhongzhi “severely
insolvent”

(ms) Zhongzhi Enterprise Group, one of the country’s
largest shadow banks, reported on November 22 that
it had debts of USD 36 billion and declared itself
“severely insolvent,” after payment problems at its
investment subsidiary Zhongrong International Trust
had already become known in August.

Shadow banks in China refer to a vast and intricate
network of non-bank financial entities and activities,
often operating in the periphery of traditional
regulatory oversight, engaging in lending and
investment practices that extend beyond the formal
banking sector and play a significant role in the
country’s financial system.

The company reported a total liabilities surge to USD
59-64 billion, with tangible assets at USD 28 billion,
indicating a potential USD 36 billion shortfall and
revealed “severe insolvency and operational risks,
exacerbated by low liquidity in long-term investments.”

The company has acknowledged a low recoverable
value of its primarily long-term investments, attributing
it to poor liquidity and resulting in a deficiency of
resources to meet immediate obligations. The firm,
which has predominantly invested in fixed-income and
monetary market instruments through wealth
management products designed for depositors with a
low-risk appetite, admitted to being "largely out of
control" following the founder's death in December
2021 and subsequent key executive resignations.
[Bloomberg] [El Pais] [South China Morning Post]

On November 25, Chinese security authorities
responded by launching investigations into the
company and its individual employees. Beijing police
announced that among those under investigation is an
individual with the surname Xie, coincidentally sharing
the surname with the late founder of Zhongzhi. The
company is alleged to have committed “illegal crimes,”
as stated in a police social media post, though no
further details were disclosed. [Financial Times]

This announcement follows closely on the heels of
China’'s National Financial Regulatory Administration
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(NFRA) introducing interim measures to supervise trust
companies. These measures are designed to
emphasize risk management and assess the
systematic impact of these companies [see AR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].

China: Decline in English proficiency

(ms) According to this year's English Proficiency Index
published by Education First (EF), the English language
proficiency level in mainland China has dropped again,
plummeting 20 places compared to other nations
worldwide.

Of the 113 nations covered, China ranks a meagre
82nd and 14th out of 23 Asian countries, and its
language level is rated as low by EF. The ranking is
particularly worrying in light of last year's rankings,
with China having ranked a healthy 38th in 2020.

The rapid decline in English proficiency in China can be
attributed to several factors, primarily stemming from
a noticeable shift away from the West, particularly
since President Xi Jinping assumed office. This trend
has been further expedited by nearly three years of
minimal intercultural exchange during the zero-COVID
period, leading to a significant reduction in the number
of Chinese students studying abroad.

While English remains a mandatory subject in Chinese
schools, there has been a decline in both the average
number of hours allocated to learning the language
and its overall significance in higher education. In a
notable development at the end of September, Xi'an
Jiaotong University, which ranks among the country’s
top tertiary education institutions, became the first
university to eliminate the requirement of passing an
English test for admission. Other universities have also
substantially lowered their English proficiency
prerequisites [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4].

Despite the notable decline in English proficiency,
experts highlight that the Chinese mainland maintains
a sufficiently high language level to sustain trade with
foreign counterparts. English remains widely used,
especially in major metropolitan areas across the
country.

In international comparisons, there has been minimal
change from the previous year. Singapore, the
Philippines, Malaysia, and Hong Kong maintain their
positions as the top four in Asia, showcasing a very
high language proficiency. Emerging economies like
Indonesia and Vietham have both risen by two places,
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securing the 79th and 58th positions, respectively.
However, South Korea (49) and Japan (87) have seen
slight declines in their rankings. [BNN] [EF] [South
China Morning Post]

China: Record participation in civil service
exam, amid continues high youth
unemployment

(ms) More than three million individuals participated in
China's annual civil service exam, marking a record
number that underscores the rising anxiety among
especially the youth about securing stable employment
in a saturated labor market.

Youth unemployment has been a persistent problem
for the Chinese economy, especially since the COVID-
19 pandemic. The rising youth unemployment figures
even after the end of zero COVID led the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) of China, which is
responsible for the monthly economic reports, to
suspend the corresponding quotas from the report
until further notice in August of this year [see AIR No.
34, August/2023, 4]. Due to the resulting lack of insight,
it is not possible to identify clear figures, but it is
reasonable to assume that the record youth
unemployment rate of 21.3 percent reported for June
has not improved significantly, if at all. In the face of
these figures, the allure of a less glamorous but secure
career in the civil service has gained prominence.

This year's exam was conducted simultaneously in 237
cities nationwide, offering a record high of 39,600
vacancies within central government agencies and
affiliated institutions. With an average of 77 candidates
vying for each position. [China Daily] [Reuters]

China: Indebted local government scraps
third-child incentive

(ms) The local government of Zhengzhou, a city in the
central Chinese province of Henan, has temporarily
suspended the announced cash incentives for parents
with a third child, a decision that is believed to be due
to the high level of debt nationwide.

The one-off payment of the equivalent of USD 2800 for
parents with more than two children only started in
September and has now been temporarily withdrawn.
The state authorities promised online to resume the
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payments as soon as possible, but current financial
bottlenecks would not make this feasible.

The incentive was part of a nationwide campaign in
which various provinces and cities introduced various
forms of incentives, such as financial support in the
case of Zhengzhou, but also strengthening the rights of
single parents or unmarried couples in response to the
first population decline in China in more than 60 years
in 2022 [see AIR No. 4, January/2023, 4].

While no other local government has declared
comparable cutbacks thus far, the substantial debt
burdens of local governments nationwide raise the
possibility of similar actions. Such retrenchments could
significantly impede China’s initiatives to address
demographic challenges, particularly the issues of an
aging and shrinking population. [Bloomberg]

China: Mosque consolidation policy sparks
human rights concerns

(ms) An article published by Human Rights Watch on
November 22, raises concerns regarding the
demolition of mosques in the central Chinese
provinces of Ningxia and Gansu under China's mosque
consolidation policy, which is viewed as a potential
violation of the right to freedom of religion.

Contrary to the government’s claim of “consolidation,”
Human Rights Watch argues that these measures aim
to suppress the practice of Islam in China. This
crackdown is seen as part of President Xi Jinping's
broader initiative to “sinicize” religions since 2016,
resulting in heightened state control over religious
practices.

A central government document from April 2018
outlines the strategy to “sinicize” Islam, emphasizing
the need to manage mosque construction and
renovations. The goal is to reduce the overall number
of mosques, with a preference for demolitions over
new constructions. Critics argue that the policy aims to
transform devout Muslims' loyalty toward the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP).

In Ningxia, home to a significant Muslim population,
Human Rights Watch documented the impact on two
villages, finding destruction, removal of domes and
minarets, and alterations to mosques. While official
documents lack precise details, estimates suggest up
to one-third of mosques in Ningxia may have closed
since 2020. The Chinese government justifies the policy
by claiming it reduces economic burdens on Muslims,
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especially in impoverished areas, and promotes unity
among different Islamic denominations sharing
venues.

However, Human Rights Watch argues that the
closures discourage religious practices, with
authorities installing surveillance systems in remaining
“sinicized” mosques.

The Chinese government's aggressive approach toward
religious assimilation extends beyond Islam, impacting
Christianity and other faiths. Critics call on foreign
governments, particularly members of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), to press
China to cease the mosque consolidation policy and
the broader “sinicization” campaign.

Human Rights Watch emphasizes the need for the
international community to address China's violations
of freedom of religion and engage with the Chinese
government on these concerns. [Australian Strategic
Policy Institute] [Human Rights Watch] [Radio Free
Asia]

Japan: Supplementary budget approved

(ic) On November 24, the House of Representatives in
the Japanese Diet approved a JPY 13.20 trillion (USD 88
billion) supplementary budget for the current business
year that runs till next March. It will now be moved to
the House of Councilors for deliberation, with a
decision to come by the end of November.

The budget plan includes the issuance of JPY 8.88
trillion (USD 59.41 billion) worth of government bonds
to secure the necessary funding. Opposition parties
raised concerns about Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's
pledge to “return” supposed budget surpluses of
recent years during a time when Japan's fiscal health is
one of the worst among developed nations.

The package will also include JPY 70,000 (USD 468.34)
payouts to low-income households and an extension
of fuel cost reduction subsidies until next spring. It will
also seek to support the domestic chip sector and
invest in growth areas such as artificial intelligence,
deep sea exploration, and space exploration. [Kyodo
News]

While widely expected, given that the ruling coalition of
the Liberal Democratic Party and Komeito holds 295
out of 465 seats in the House of Representatives, the
passage of the supplementary budget still appears as a
win for the government, passing this bill was the
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primary objective of the extraordinary Diet session
that was convened on October 20 [see AIR No. 43,
October/2023, 4]. It is also expected to pass the upper
house.

Japan: Lowest approval ratings for LDP in
a decade

(ic) Conducting a nationwide telephone survey over
November 18-19 with 1,086 total responses tallied,
Asahi Shinbun has found that the approval rating for
Prime Minister (PM) Fumio Kishida's government has
fallen from 29 percent in October to 25 percent.

This is reportedly the lowest approval rating for any
administration since the Liberal Democratic Party
returned to power in 2012. Accordingly, disapproval
has hit a record high of 65 percent.

However, while support for the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) has fallen to 27 percent,
support for opposition parties remains high, with
support for both the Constitutional Democratic Party
of Japan (CDPJ) and Japan Innovation Party (JIP) at 5
percent. [Asahi Shinbun 1]

When asked for suitable person to hold the PM role,
candidates voted on seven individuals named by Asahi
Shinbun: Former Environment Minister Koizumi
Shinjiro (16 percent); former Minister for Overcoming
Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy Ishiba
Shigeru (15 percent); Minister of Digital Affairs Kono
Taro (13 percent); Minister of Economic Security
Takaichi Sanae (8 percent); Kishida (7 percent); former
Foreign Minister Hayashi Yoshimasa (1 percent); and
LDP Secretary-General Motegi Toshimitsu (1 percent).

Notably, 36 percent of respondents said none of the
seven is suitable for prime minister. [Asahi Shinbun 2]

Kishida and his government has been plagued by
unpopularity, with the LDP losing multiple local-level
seats and Kishida giving up on his hopes for dissolving
the Diet early and calling snap elections this year [see
AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3, AiR No. 46,
November/2023, 2].

An economic stimulus package worth JPY 117 trillion
(USD 13 billion), that was passed on November 2 by
the government, failed to raise Kishida's popularity as
had been hoped. Members of Kishida's cabinet have
resigned since the reshuffle of September over
scandals [see AIR No. 45, November/2023, 1].
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A poll conducted on October 14 had linked a steep
decline in the support of PM Kishida Fumio's
government with suspicions that the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) continues to have ties with the
Unification Church which is linked to the assassination
of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe [see AIR No. 42,
October/2023, 3].

Japan: Allegations of under-reported party
revenue shake government

(ic) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida was grilled in the Diet
on November 20 over allegations that five major
factions of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
under-reported the amount of money they received in
fundraising parties.

Key party figures are estimated to have under-
reported their revenue by JPY 40 million (USD 26,741)
between 2018-2021. The Abe, Motegi, Aso, Nikai, and
Kishida factions were implicated. [Kyodo News]

At a meeting of the Lower House Budget Committee
on November 22, Kishida claimed that the mistake was
purely an oversight and otherwise inconsequential and
instructed the five factions implicated in this issue to
explain the under-reporting. Senior party leaders
reportedly avoided providing detailed comments.
[Asahi Shinbun 1]

Comparatively, according to a recent survey at least
12,000 companies and organizations donated a total of
around JPY 3.4 billion (USD 22.73 million) to 433
political party branches headed by 430 lawmakers.
Each of the listed major LDP factions received between
JPY 46-57 million (USD 307,000-381,000) individually.
[Asahi Shinbun 2]

Political funding in Japan is controlled by the Political
Fund Control Law. Factions are institutionalized
subgroups of political parties that offer key services to
party members, like financial support for day-to-day
operations and electoral campaigning. There are
currently five major factions and two minor factions in
the LDP, and they are typically referred to in media by
the names of their leaders rather than their official
names.

Japan: Aides of Kakizawa Mito under
investigation for illegally paying campaign
workers
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(ic) Staffers working for former State Minister of Justice
and LDP lawmaker Mito Kakizawa are suspected of
illegally paying campaign workers for the election of
Koto Ward Mayor Kimura Yayoi.

Sources suggest these staffers had paid approximately
JPY 910,000 (USD 6,085) to at least 13 of Kimra's
campaign staffers. This is considered a form of bribery
under the Public Offices Election Law which stipulates
that campaign workers are, in principle, volunteers.
[Asahi Shinbun]

This information was released in relation to an
investigation regarding his suggestion to employ online
advertising in an electoral campaign, which he had
made to Kimura. As this was a violation of Japan's
electoral laws, he resigned on October 31 as a result
[see AR No. 45, November/2023, 1].

Japan: Kishida accused of secret gifts to
Olympic committee

(ic) On November 27, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio
was criticized because of remarks by Ishikawa
Governor Hase Hiroshi that gifts were provided to
International Olympic Committee (I0C) members
during the bid to host the Olympic Games in Tokyo.
This has further damaged the reputation of the
governing Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), as this
reportedly occurred during the administration of the
late former PM Abe Shinzo. [Kyodo News]

The remarks in question, made by former wrestler
Hase on November 17 during a speech the next day,
suggested that Abe had told him to spare no expense
in winning the bid; during the speech, he described
how these funds were used, for example to make
photo albums costing up to JPY 200,000 (USD 1,330)
each for about 100 IOC members commemorating the
time when they were active athletes. He retracted the
statement later that day after the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology
(MEXT) stated that there were errors in his
understanding. [Asahi Shinbun]

Japan: Relief for victims of Unification
Church

(ic) On November 24, the House of Representatives in
the Japanese Diet debated several bills with the
objective of strengthening support and relief for
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victims of The Family Federation for World Peace and
Unification, also known as the Unification Church. Two
competing bills were submitted.

The bill submitted by the ruling coalition of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) and the Komeito, in
conjunction with the Democratic Party for the People
(DPFP), focuses on facilitating legal assistance for
victims of unlawful acts by so-called religious
corporations via the Japan Legal Support Center. It also
mandates the disclosure and notification of property
transactions by these organizations if a court is
considering revoking its status, thereby invalidating
deals without proper notice and giving the government
the ability to promptly assess their financial status.
Japan Times]

The competing bill was submitted by the opposition
Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ) and
Japan Innovation Party (JIP). It is aimed at allowing
courts to issue asset preservation orders to religious
corporations even before a dissolution order is given,
locking down their assets early to ensure possible
future compensation to victims of malpractice. LDP
lawmakers criticized this bill as inconsistent with
constitutional property rights. [Nippon.com]

These bills seek to secure and render effective the
decision by Education Minister Moriyama Masahito on
October 12 to dissolve the Unification Church [see AR
No. 42, October/2023, 3]. President Tanaka Tomohiro
of the Japanese branch of the Unification Church has
pledged to deposit JPY 6 billion (USD 36 million) to JPY
10 billion (USD 66 million) with the government for
compensation, although a group of lawyers
representing victims has suggested that the total sum
owed to victims may reach JPY 100 billion (USD 660
million) [see AIR No. 46, November/2023, 2].

The LDP continues to be under public scrutiny for
alleged ties with the Unification Church that has been
tied with the assassination of former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe in August last year. On November 16, State
Minister of the Cabinet Office Kudo Shozo admitted to
attending multiple events and meetings with
Unification Church leaders [see AR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].

Japan: Thousands protest growing SDF
presence in Okinawa

(ic) Thousands rallied in Naha, Okinawa on Labor
Thanksgiving Day (November 23), a national holiday, to
protest the government'’s decision to bolster Japan’s
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military presence in the country’s southwestern region.
This decision was made in response to threats from
China and North Korea.

Around 10,000 people gathered at the athletic stadium
in Onoyama Park. Okinawa Governor Denny Tamaki, in
attendance at the event, also spoke against the fact
that Okinawa continues to hold 70 percent of US bases
in Japan. [Asahi Shinbun]

Amidst these protests and despite ongoing local
objections, eight American MQ-9 Reaper surveillance
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) were relocated to the
US Kadena Air Base in Okinawa. Located at the
Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force's (JMSDF)
Kanoya Air Base since November 21, 2022, the
relocation is part of Washington's efforts to boost
surveillance and intelligence activities closer to the
actual locations of Chinese disputes with its neighbors.
Tamaki has been vocal in his resistance to these plans
since they were announced in October. [Kyodo News]

Tamaki is outspoken and active in his resistance to the
ongoing military presence in Okinawa. On October 5,
Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism Saito Tetsuo filed a lawsuit against Tamaki to
attempt to circumvent Tamaki's resistance against the
relocation of the US base on Okinawa from the
residential district of Ginowan to the coastal region of
Henoko [see AiR No. 41, October/2023, 2].

Japan: Report on new foreign trainee
program

(ic) On November 24, a government panel compiled a
final report for a new system set to replace the
controversial Technical Intern Training Program (TITP)
that has been in place since 1993.

It reportedly features improved rights protection with
increased flexibility for workplace changes and tougher
oversights - key changes, as the TITP was primarily
criticized for primarily being used as a vehicle to
import low-cost labor and failing to live up to its
original intent of transferring skills to developing
countries. Many trainees ran away due to unjust
treatment, including unpaid wages and harassment.

Under the new system, after around three years of
work, technical interns are expected to have acquired
enough expertise to apply for a specified skilled worker
system, introduced in 2019, which allows for stays of
up to 5 years with the potential for obtaining
permanent residency. They will have to pass tests in
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their respective skills as well as in Japanese
competency in order to proceed.

As it will form the basis of a bill to be submitted to the
Diet in 2024, the report is expected to be submitted to
Justice Minister Koizumi Ryuji soon. As of the end of
June, foreign technical interns numbered around
358,000, and specified skilled workers at around
173,000. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Parliament conducts self-
assessment on human rights and gender
sensitivity for the first time

(ap) The State Great Khural of Mongolia, the country’s
parliament, conducted its inaugural self-assessment
on human rights and gender sensitivity on November
22 and 23. This assessment is being carried out in
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding
signed with the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in
August 2022.

The IPU, an international organization representing
national parliaments with 179 members and 14
associates, focuses on promoting democratic
governance, accountability, and cooperation among its
members. It also undertakes initiatives to advance
gender parity in legislatures, empower youth
participation in politics, and promote sustainable
development.

Notably, the Law on the Legal Status of Human Rights
Defenders positions Mongolia as the first country in
the Asia-Pacific region to implement a self-assessment
system. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Courts handling corruption and
abuse of power to be established

(ap) In its regular session on November 23, the
Mongolian Cabinet decided to submit a draft law for
the creation of a specialized court tasked with handling
cases related to corruption and abuse of power.

The proposed legislation envisions the establishment
of both primary and appellate courts, with a primary
focus on ensuring efficient access to justice and
enhancing the quality and accessibility of court
services for citizens. The bill outlines adjustments in
terms of jurisdiction, location, and organizational
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structure, while preserving the fundamental hierarchy
of the judicial system. [Montsame]

North Korea: First opposing votes in local
assembly elections in decades

(dqgl) North Korea has publicly acknowledged votes
against candidates for deputies to local assemblies in
the recent local elections, a rare admission for the
regime.

In the elections held on November 26, the Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) reported that 27,858
workers, peasants, intellectuals, and officials were
elected as new deputies for local assemblies in
provinces, cities, and counties.

99.91 percent voted in favor of candidates for deputies
to provincial people's assemblies, while 0.09 percent
voted against them. Similarly, for deputies to city and
county people's assemblies, 99.87 percent voted in
favor, with 0.13 percent voting against.

This marks the first instance of acknowledging
opposing votes since November 1956 in North Korea
where elections are often perceived as formalities due
to the predetermined selection of candidates by the
ruling Workers' Party. [KCNA] [Yonhap]

North Korea: Chain of accountability for
regime’s rights abuses disclosed

(ap) A recent report from the Seoul-based human
rights group Database Center for North Korean Human
Rights (NKDB) has provided insights into the
institutional chain of accountability for human rights
abuses within the North Korean regime.

According to NKDB's report titled "Behind Closed
Doors," the Ministries of State Security and Social
Security are responsible for issuing orders related to
mass incarcerations, torture, and executions.

The report outlines that the Ministry of State Security is
specifically assigned to investigate political crimes,
forcefully interrogate North Koreans, and operate
detention centers for suspects, which are identified as
locations where human rights violations occur.

Concurrently, the Ministry of Social Security
concentrates on maintaining public order through
initiatives such as public re-education, supervision of
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training camps, and management of prisons where
instances of physical assault and forced abortions are
documented. [NK news]

South Korea: Government unveils
comprehensive measures to combat
rising drug trafficking

(tms) The government has unveiled a series of
stringent measures to address the surge in illegal drug
trafficking and usage.

Focused on bolstering border inspections, the initiative
includes advanced body scanners at air and seaports,
intensified inspections of entrants from high-crime
countries, and a 50 percent increase in scrutinizing
international mail and cargo.

The crackdown responds to a significant increase in
illegal drug trafficking by travelers, rising from 86 cases
in 2021 to 112in 2022 and 129 in 2023, according to
government data.

Additionally, regulations on medical-purpose drugs will
be tightened, incorporating Al to identify potential
overdose cases.

The government plans to expand rehabilitation
programs and increase support for addicts, while
allocating a budget of KRW 60.2 billion (USD 46.3
million) for 2024.

Enhanced punishment measures, including potential
death penalties for drug suppliers targeting minors,
were also announced. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Government unveils
comprehensive plan to slash methane
emissions

(tms) The government has revealed a detailed strategy
to significantly cut methane emissions, aligning with
the Global Methane Pledge’s goal of over a 30 percent
reduction by 2030 from 2020 levels.

The government, committed to carbon neutrality,
plans to produce 50 tons of “clean methanol” by 2030,
emphasizing the environmental benefits of liquid
methanol compared to burning methane.
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The initiative involves securing raw materials like
hydrogen and carbon sources, with increased research
and development funding and collaboration with the
private sector, leveraging Al and loT technologies.

Specific industry-focused targets, including farming
and livestock, aim to expand low-emission methane
feeds and enhance waste purification.

South Korea, responsible for 4.2 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions in 2021, highlights the need
for swift integration of technology for industrial
competitiveness in carbon reduction. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Financial regulator to
streamline reporting for overseas
investments, branch establishments

(tms) The Financial Services Commission (FSC) of South
Korea announced plans to relax regulations on
financial companies reporting foreign branch
establishments and offshore fund investments.

According to the proposed changes, companies can
invest or establish branches abroad first and report to
the FSC within a month, compared to the current
requirement of pre-reporting plans for investments
exceeding USD 20 million annually.

The revision also permits financial firms to make initial
reports on capital calls related to offshore funding,
eliminating the need for filing reports with each capital
call.

The FSC will finalize the regulation revision through a
vote following a one-week advanced notice period
starting 2 December. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Main opposition suspends
party member over offensive remark
towards first lady

(tms) The Democratic Party (DP) has decided to enact a
six-month suspension of party membership for former
DP lawmaker Choe Kang-wook.

Choe faced criticism for using the term "amkeot,"
referring to female animals, in what appeared to be a
comparison to first lady Kim Keon Hee during a recent
book event.
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DP leader Lee Jae-myung advocated for strong
measures against Choe, while female lawmakers from
the ruling People Power Party called for his permanent
expulsion.

Choe, previously ousted from parliament in September
for issuing a false intern certificate, maintains his party
membership despite losing his parliamentary seat.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon bypasses
opposition, appoints navy officer as Joint
Chiefs of Staff chairman

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has granted approval for
the appointment of Vice Adm. Kim Myung-soo as the
new Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) Chairman, marking the
first time in a decade that a Navy officer assumes this
top military role.

The decision comes without a confirmation report
from the National Assembly, as the main opposition
Democratic Party (DP) rejected Kim during a
parliamentary hearing.

The DP raised concerns about alleged stock trading
and golfing during North Korea's missile launch, as well
as accusations involving Kim's daughter in a bullying
case.

This move signifies the 20th ministerial-level
appointment made by President Yoon without a
parliamentary report. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon ousts top
intelligence officials amidst personnel
controversy

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has accepted the
resignations of National Intelligence Service (NIS)
Director Kim Kyou-hyun and his two deputies, citing a
need to revamp the spy agency's leadership amid
personnel affairs.

The move came after Yoon's dissatisfaction with the
controversy surrounding the agency's management.

Yoon appointed Hong Jang-won as the acting NIS
director and Hwang Won-jin as the second deputy
director, emphasizing their expertise in international
and North Korean intelligence.
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The president aims to fill the leadership void promptly
but stresses the importance of selecting a candidate
capable of restoring order and enhancing intelligence
efforts, particularly focusing on North Korea.

Two retired Army generals are leading contenders for
the position. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Military communication
advances with low earth orbit satellites

(tms) The Defense Rapid Acquisition Technology
Research Institute of South Korea, in collaboration with
Hanwha Systems Co., has initiated a USD 30.6 million
project to integrate commercial satellites into a military
communication system.

The program aims to enhance armed forces' combat
capabilities through the development of military-
specific gateways, ground stations, and satellite
terminals for low Earth orbit communication satellites.

This two-year project anticipates improved operational
efficiency for combat platforms, ensuring continuous
communication in challenging terrains.

The Defense Acquisition Program Administration
(DAPA) also outlined plans to bolster the system's
security with anti-hacking technology.

South Korea, having launched its first military-only
communications satellite in 2020, continues to expand
its satellite capabilities, planning the deployment of a
military reconnaissance satellite this week and four
more spy satellites by 2025. [Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Opposition parties’ presidential
candidates register for election as joint
ticket talks collapse

(jr/oy/dgl) On the November 14, the last day of the
presidential candidate registration period, Taiwan's
opposition parties Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan
People's Party (TPP) registered separate candidates for
the upcoming presidential election scheduled for
January 13, 2024.

This came hours after the two parties’ months-long
attempt to field a joint ticket against the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) eventually
collapsed as they could not agree on a method to
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decide who of the two candidates - KMT's Hou Yu-ih or
TPP’s Ko Wen-je - should run a presidential candidate
and who as running mate [see AR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].

Analysts believe that the failure to agree on a joint
ticket will likely give the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party’'s (DPP's) nominee Lai Ching-te, Taiwan'’s Vice-
President who is regarded by Beijing as separatist,
easier path to victory. [Al Jazeera] [South China
Morning Post]

The KMT has now fielded Broadcasting Corporation of
China Chairman Jaw Shau-kong as Hou's running mate,
while the TPP has named its lawmaker Wu Hsin-ying as
vice-presidential candidate. [Taiwan News] [Focus
Taiwan]

In earlier move days earlier, Taiwan's former envoy to
the US Hsiao Bi-khim had registered as vice
presidential candidate on the presidential ticket of Lai.
52-year-old Hsiao is a former DPP lawmaker and has
served as Taiwan's de facto ambassador to the US
from 2020 until her resignation this week.

Beijing despises her for her political stance on Taiwan
and its relationship with China and banned her in April
from visiting China, Hong Kong and Macau after she
accompanied President Tsai Ing-wen on her unofficial
trip to the US [see AiR AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

On November 21, China's Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO)
said that William Lai, Taiwan's Vice-President and DPP's
presidential candidate, is a “troublemaker” and
Taiwanese independence advocate. It also criticized
Hsiao describing Lai-Hsiao ticket as “a doubling up of
Taiwanese independence advocates.” [Taipei Times]

Meanwhile, independent presidential candidate and
billionaire Foxconn founder Terry Gou announced that
he is bowing out of the presidential election. This
comes after Gou consistently polled far behind his
contenders, despite a massive advertising campaign,
which saw his face plastered across Taiwan. [Reuters]

Taiwan: Choice between “trusting Taiwan”
or “relying on China”, Vice-President Lai
says

(oy) On November 21, Vice President William Lai, the
Democratic Progressive Party's (DPP) presidential
candidate, told reporters that Taiwanese have to
decide in the upcoming January's presidential election
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between preserving and upholding Taiwan'’s
democracy or “walking into the embrace of China.”

Lai highlighted that Taiwan's security is a global issue,
and that the presidential election will be closely
monitored around the world.

Lai pledged that he and his running mate, Hsiao Bi-
khim, would lead Taiwan on a path of stability and seek
opportunities to participate in the international
community, without having to rely on China heavily.

Lai further emphasized their commitment to
safeguarding Taiwan's sovereignty and “promote
democracy, peace and prosperity,” and highlighted
that his and Hsiao's experiences as public servants
would allow them to govern responsibly and orderly.

Lai added that DPP can preserve Taiwan's sovereignty
without endorsing reunification with China. He also
expressed a desire to expand Taiwan's economic
relations and integrate Taiwan into the global
economy, to enhance the country’s security. [Taipei
Times]

Taiwan: Less than 10 percent of
Taiwanese public trust China, Academia
Sinica survey shows

(oy) On November 20, Academia Sinica, Taiwan's
premier government-supported academic research
institution, released a survey showing that 9.3 percent
of the Taiwanese public perceive China as trustworthy,
a decrease from 13.5 percent in 2021. The survey also
showed that 82.7 percent of Taiwanese think that
China poses a greater threat to Taiwan.

Further key findings of the survey include a decrease in
respondents who find the US trustworthy from 45.35
percent in 2021 to 33.9 percent, while 55.3 percent
deemed the US not trustworthy. This comes although
55.7 percent of respondents agreed that the US has
increased efforts to ensure Taiwan'’s safety in recent
year, 64.4 percent expressed support for regular US
military patrols through the Taiwan Strait and 65.4
perecent trusting US President Joe Biden promise to
defend Taiwan.

In addition, 44.6 percent of respondents believe
Taiwan's semiconductor industry would encourage the
US to provide military assistance to Taiwan although
47.9 percent disagreed.
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Regarding the respondent’s opinion on Taiwan's status,
91.4 percent supported maintaining the “status quo”,
while on identity, 62.5 percent identified as Taiwanese,
2.3 percent as Chinese while 32.2 percent identified
with both. [Taipei Times] [Youtube]

Taiwan: Parliament amends the Domestic
Violence Prevention Act

(oy) On November 21, the Legislative Yuan, Taiwan's
parliament, passed a bill providing courts with the
power to issue restraining orders to stop people from
distributing sexually intimate/explicit images of a
person without their permission. Perpetrators would
be “required to return any images to victims, and law
enforcement officials can order them to delete the
content if necessary.”

The bill amends the Domestic Violence Prevention Act,
and “would allow courts to issue civil protection orders
prohibiting the remaking, dissemination, broadcast,
delivery or publication of intimate images of a
protected individual”.

The bill also states that the restraining order issued is
to remain in effect until the court’s final ruling, if the
order expires earlier. Previously, the expiration of a
restraining order would leave such victims
unprotected.

The bill also requires online service providers to
remove or limit access to intimate/explicit images on
their platforms when such content is found or when
they are notified by government agencies or law
enforcement of the content existence. The removed
content would need to be kept by service providers for
180 days during the period of investigation. Service
providers found violating the law can be fined up to
NTD 600,000 (USD 19,000).

Additionally, the bill provides police with powers to
arrest abusive partners, even if they live separately. It
also expands the protective orders coverage to
prevent abusers and their close relatives from having
access to details about a victim or their underage
children.

Under certain circumstances, victims of family abuse
when they were minors can now change their
household registration and bar relatives from
accessing their private information. Same-sex partners
would also be afforded with equal protections as
heterosexual couples. [Taipei Times 1][Taipei Times 2]
[Legislative Yuan]
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Taiwan: Parliament amends Highway Act

(oy/jr) On 21 November 2023, the Legislative Yuan,
Taiwan's parliament, approved an amendment to the
Highway Act. This amendment prioritizes pedestrian
safety in traffic design, aiming to enhance road safety.

The government has been under public pressure
recently to improve traffic safety, following several
fatal traffic accidents that sparked public outrage.

From January to August 2023, there were 268,330
traffic accidents and 1,991 fatalities. [Taipei Times 1]
[Legislative Yuan 1, in Chinese]

Separately, the Legislative Yuan approved
amendments to the Housing Act that increased
accessibility to public housing for the lower-income
and socially disadvantaged groups. The amendment
provides tax reliefs and benefits to landlords who lease
their properties for public welfare. [Taipei Times 2]
[Legislative Yuan 2, in Chinese]

Meanwhile, some 3000 protestors - among about 1000
motorcyclists - gathered in Taipei on November 26
outside Taiwan’s Ministry of Transportation and
Communication to demand access to Taiwan’s national
highway.

The current national highway system bans heavy bikes
and scooters. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Parliament drafts amendments
to the Criminal Compensation Act

(oy) On 23 November 2023, the Legislative Yuan,
Taiwan's parliament, approved the first reading of a
draft amendment to the Criminal Compensation Act. If
passed, it would allow foreigners and individuals
without citizenship to apply for state compensation if
they have been inappropriately detained during legal
processes.

The current Act states that only Taiwan citizens and
foreigners, whose country of origin are signatory of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, are eligible to apply for state
compensation if they have been inappropriately
detained. The
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The move follows a call by the Judicial Yuan, judicial
branch of the government, update the Act to ensure
that locals, foreigners and non-citizens are treated
fairly and reasonably. [Taipei Times] [Legislative Yuan]

Taiwan: Lawmakers freeze 10 percent of
Taiwan Railways Administration’s budget

(oy) On 21 November, Taiwan's lawmakers froze 10
percent of the Taiwan Railways Administration’s (TRA)
budget for improving railway services safety until TRA
provides a submits a report on how it will cope with a
staffing shortage when it becomes a state-run
corporation in 2024.

This comes after lawmakers on the Transportation
Committee showed concerns over recent problems
related to staffing shortage.

Legislator Hung Meng-kai said that some TRA workers
had reportedly queued up “outside the office at
midnight to secure paid leave at their preferred dates
next year.” He expressed concerns over similar
occurrences when TRA becomes state- run as it could
result in employers' filing lawsuits against the new
firm.

Further, legislator Chiu Hsien-chih cited estimates from
the Taiwan Railway Union that 3,000 TRA employees
will be leaving or retiring before TRA becomes a state-
run corporation. Chin asked how serious the staffing
shortage was and whether it would impact TRA
services during the Lunar New Year holiday in
February.

In response, the TRA stressed that the incident of
employees queuing happened only at Taipei Rolling
Stock Branch and not else, suggesting that employees
queued after being informed that they can start
planning for their holidays in 2024. It added that
employees usually encounter no difficulties in
requesting a few days off in advance, but when it
comes to long weekends or special holidays, there
needs to be coordination to organize work schedules.

Addressing Chin's comments, the TRA cited its
"conservative estimate is that as many as 1,300 people
would leave, far short of the number estimated by the
union,” while highlighting that it is training about 900
employees and that 500 additional employees would
be recruited following the state-run corporation
establishment. [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan: Bill to ban Chinese nationals from
running for office proposed

(oy) Two Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) legislators
have proposed an amendment to the Act Governing
Relations Between the People of the Taiwan Area and
the Mainland Area that requires Chinese nationals to
produce official evidence that they have renounced
their Chinese citizenship, to be eligible to run for office.

The current legislation only requires Chinese nationals
holding Taiwanese identification cards to annul their
household registration in China and to maintain a
household registration in Taiwan for more than ten
years to be eligible to run for office.

The amendment was proposed amidst media reports
that the opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)
contemplated nominating a Chinese national with
Taiwan citizenship for its legislator-at-large list. This led
to public criticism as Xu had supposedly not renounced
her Chinese citizenship and expressed support for
Taiwan reunification with China.

Separately, another DPP lawmaker proposed an
amendment to the Act Governing Relations Between
the People of the Taiwan Area and the Mainland Area
that would prohibt Chinese nationals who had worked
with the Chinese government, Chinese news media or
the Chinese Communist Party from working in Taiwan’s
military, intelligence and defence agencies. [Taipei
Times] [Legislative Yuan 1, in Chinese] [Legislative Yuan
2, in Chinese]

Taiwan: Environmental groups urge
Executive Yuan to pass ocean
conservation bill

(oy) Environmental groups staged a protest last week
outside the Executive Yuan, Taiwan's Cabinet, urging
the swift passage of a draft bill on ocean conservation
before the end of the legislative term.

Protestors emphasized that while the draft Marine
Industry Development bill has passed a third reading,
the crucial ocean conservation bill remains pending,
raising concerns about the severe threats faced by
Taiwan's coral reefs due to rising sea temperatures.
They underscored ongoing damages to Taiwan's
waters and coasts caused by pollution, offshore wind
turbine construction, overfishing, and illegal sand
dredging by Chinese vessels.
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Criticism was also directed at the insufficient resources
and personnel allocated for marine conservation
efforts, coupled with the absence of legal frameworks
capable of imposing penalties or acting as effective
deterrents. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Ministry of Agriculture to help
local dairy farmers

(oy) On 21 November 2023, Taiwan’s Acting Minister of
Agriculture Chen Junne-jih said that the Ministry of
Agriculture would introduce measures to help increase
demand for fresh milk produced in Taiwan to minimize
the impacts of lifting tariffs on New Zealand's dairy
products in 2025. The decision to lift tariffs on New
Zealand dairy products is part of Taiwan and New
Zealand's economic cooperation agreement ANZTEC.

Chen was responding to queries from Legislator Lee
De-Wei on how the tariff policy would impact Taiwan's
domestic fresh milk market. Chen shared that the
Ministry has been holding discussions with
representatives of Taiwan's dairy farming industry and
the key issue is increasing demand for Taiwan-
produced milk and differentiating it from imported
milk.

Chen shared that the agricultural industry is
rebranding Taiwan-produced fresh milk and has
developed technology to recognise differences
between domestically-produced and imported milk. In
addition, the Ministry is seeking cabinet approval to
establish a development fund for the dairy farming
industry. The fund will be used to improve the dairy
farm industry infrastructure; reduce costs to farmers;
monitor milk quality and increase demand for Taiwan-
produced fresh milk.

On the feasibility of government intervention to lower
slotting fees at supermarkets and retail chains, Chen
said that this was difficult because of the various
pricing strategies arising from different contracts
between dairy plants and supermarkets. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: City Councilor raises suspicion on
borough warden China trip

(oy) On 26 November 2023, Taipei City Councilor Chen
E-jun expressed concerns via Facebook about a

borough warden'’s group tour to China in October. The
tour included a meeting with a member of the Chinese
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National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee,
which Chen suggested could be a part of China’s
strategy to influence local officials in Taiwan.

The tour, which was to Wuxi and Shanghai, was not
openly advertised but was secretly arranged by the
borough warden. The package, priced at NT$15,000
(USD477) per person, covered airfare, accommodation,
meals, sightseeing, and transportation. Chen urged
Taiwan's security agencies to look into the matter and
investigate the connections between the borough
wardens and NPC Standing Committee members.

The Taipei Department of Civil Affairs responded by
stating that such group tours are deemed as the
private activities of the borough warden. However,
they also mentioned that if anyone suspects the tour
prices to be unreasonable, they can lodge a report. The
Department has also reminded borough wardens
about the rules they need to adhere when visiting
China. [Taipei Times][Facebook]

Taiwan: Ten people indicted for espionage

(oy) On 27 November 2023, Taiwan's High Prosecutor’s
Office indicted ten people for allegedly spying for
China. This comes after the Officer investigated a man
named Chen on suspicion of organizing spy activities
on behalf of China, by recruiting military officers to
provide military state secrets. Those indicted include
active-duty and retired military officers and a
businessman.

The active-duty and retired military officers were found
to have collected military information and secrets,
passing them to the businessman. Two soldiers also
filmed themselves saying they would surrender to
China's People's Liberation Army. In exchange for their
espionage activities, the military personnel involved
received monetary payments.

The High Prosecutor’'s Office is charging the ten for
treason according to the Criminal Code and is
requesting their sentence to life imprisonment. Five of
the indicted currently remain in detention due to the
seriousness of their crimes and being a flight risk.
[Taipei Times][Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Mass Production of land-based air
defense systems started
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(jr) Taiwan has achieved full-scale production of the TC-
2 air defense system, utilizing the Sky Sword Il missile.

The newly established missile production systems
underwent comprehensive tests in March to assess
their performance, initially falling short of the Army’s
requirements. However, after a subsequent round of
testing and evaluations in July, the system has now
received approval for large-scale production.

The Taiwanese army has placed an order for thirty
mobile missile launchers, six combat control centers,
six phased-array radar systems, and 246 Sky Sword ||
air defense missiles, amounting to NTD 8.8 billion (USD
278 million).

The Sky Sword Il, developed by the Chung-Shan
Institute of Science and Technology, boasts a range of
up to 15 kilometers. The TC-2 air defense system, set
to complement the U.S.-made Avenger missile system,
aims to address Taiwan's air defense gaps, creating a
"layered interception" effect.

Each TC-2 system is capable of firing between 16 and
20 Sky Sword Il missiles. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: M60 tanks to be equipped with
new engines

(jr) Taiwan's military, particularly the army branch, is
planning to outfit its aging 460 M60A3 Patton tanks
with newer engines to extend their service life.

The US offered to replace current AVDS-1790-2C
engines, which are facing supply issues and
incompatible with future armor upgrades, with newer
AVDS-1790-8CR engines.

According to information provided by Taiwan’s military
officials, the AVDS-1790-8CR has a similar shape and
size to the current engine and provides 1050
horsepower compared to the current 750.

Taiwan is still waiting to receive 108 Abrams tanks it
purchased from the US in 2019. Taiwanese Army
personnel have already been sent to the US for
training. [Taiwan News]

President Tsai inspects military training
base
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(oy) On 23 November 2023, President Tsai Ing-wen
inspected Cheng Kung Lin military training base, which
is being upgraded ahead of the extension of
compulsory military service by one year.

Speaking to a group of trainee soldiers, Tsai said that
the decision to extend military service to one year was
based on the necessity of ensuring Taiwan'’s security
and preserving its democracy. In line with efforts to
improve national defense, the military is updating its
training programs, equipping conscripts with new
equipment and purchasing new weaponry. Tsai added
that conscripts’ pay will increase from NT$6,510
(USD205) to NTD20,320 (USD640) per month.

The extension of military service to one year was
announced in December 2022, with Taiwan
government stating that the aim was to improve
Taiwan's national defense against a potential attack
from China [see AIR No. 52, December/2022, 4]

Taiwan Ministry of Defense estimates 9,127 new
conscripts in 2024. According to Taipei Times, Taiwan’s
military consists mainly of a volunteer force of about
215,000, while conscripts serve in a supporting role. As
of 2021, the armed forces had 160,000 voluntary
military personnel. [Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Opposition protests continue
in new waves amid new arrests
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(ps) The main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and its allies have initiated two fresh waves of
blockades, demanding the resignation of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina ahead of the national elections
scheduled for January 7. In response, the government
has continued its crackdown on the opposition,
resulting in the daily arrest of numerous opposition
leaders and activists.

The BNP held its sixth and seventh wave of blockades
since a political rally turned violent on October 28. The
latest two rounds of protests saw sporadic violence,
especially arson attacks targeting buses. According to
police between October 29 and November 22 a total of
310 cases of vandalism and 376 cases of arson of
which 290 targeted vehicles occurred. [Dhaka Tribune
11

Human Rights Watch (HRW), meanwhile, claimed that
nearly 10,000 opposition activists have been arrested
since October 28, while the ongoing violence related to
the protests has resulted in at least 16 deaths and over
5,500 injuries. Furthermore, HRW's investigation found
evidence of security forces using excessive force,
making mass arbitrary arrests, engaging in enforced
disappearances, torture, and extrajudicial killings in
connection with election-related violence. [Human
Rights Watch]

In related developments, the bail petition of BNP
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir was
denied on November 22 in a case related to attacks on
a house during the October 28 rally. Simultaneously,
BNP's Vice Chairman Shamsuzzaman Dudu was
remanded for two days in a separate case related to
the events during the same rally. [Dhaka Tribune 2]
[The Daily Star 2]

Meanwhile, students from 15 schools have staged
protests highlighting the adverse impact of the
blockades on their education, particularly concerning
their ability to sit for their final exams. [Dhaka Tribune
3]

Bangladesh: Increasing number of
political parties confirm participation in
upcoming elections

(ps/Im) As the national election - scheduled for January
7 next year - draws nearer, more political parties in
Bangladesh are expressing their intent to participate.
Currently, 29 out of 44 registered political parties have
opted to take part, while 15, including the country’s
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main opposition BNP, remain in the anti-election
camp. [The Business Standard]

The Jatiya Party (JaPa) of Bangladesh has confirmed its
participation in the upcoming parliamentary election,
with plans to contest all 300 constituencies
independently. Earlier, JaPa's secretary-general,
Mujibul Haque, had sent a letter to the Election
Commission, indicating that JaPa's chairman would
nominate candidates and symbols for the election.
However, another faction within JaPa, led by Raushan
Ershad, has suggested that JaPa will join the election as
part of the Awami League-led Grand Alliance, following
their decision made after the election [see AiR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].
In a surprising turn of events, two parties, the Kalyan
Party and the Bangladesh Muslim League, have
departed from a 12-party opposition alliance that
boycotted the general elections. They have formed a
new alliance named 'Jukta Front' together with Jatiya
Party (Matin) to participate in the January 7 general
elections. Previously, the Bangladesh Labour Party also
decided to break away from the alliance and
participate in the elections. [Dhaka Tribune] [Prothom
Alo]

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League reveals
candidate list for national elections

(ps) Bangladesh's ruling Awami League has unveiled its
candidate list for the forthcoming national elections,
featuring some unexpected choices for 298
constituencies. Notably, the party has introduced new
candidates for 69 seats, including 22 women running
directly under the party's banner. However, three
current cabinet state ministers and several prominent
figures have been omitted from the list. [The Daily Star
1] [The Daily Star 2] [The Daily Star 3]

In an effort to enhance competition in the elections,
the Awami League has also opted to nominate
alternative candidates from within its ranks in different
constituencies. Nevertheless, this decision has raised
concerns among party nominees and incumbent
lawmakers, who worry that these "independent"”
candidates could trigger intra-party conflicts, as was
seen during recent local elections. [The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: State-appointed board
finalizes new wage structure for garment
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sector

(ps) The Minimum Wage Board, a government-
appointed body responsible for reviewing and revising
the minimum wage for Bangladesh's 40 million
garment workers, has concluded the new wage
structure for the readymade garment sector. The
proposed minimum monthly wage, set by the Ministry
of Labour and Employment, stands at approximately
USD 113. [The Business Standard]

Various stakeholders, including local rights groups and
factory owners, have submitted their opinions,
objections, and recommendations on the proposed
wage. Some local rights groups advocate for an
increase to nearly double the newly announced rate,
approximately USD 208, while certain factory owners
suggest a reduction to around USD 95. [The Daily Star]

In recent weeks, thousands of garment workers in
Bangladesh, who currently earn USD 75 a month, have
protested for more significant wage increases than the
government's proposed USD 113 [see AIR No. 45,
November/2023, 1]. The protests have led to factory
closures and violence, with police using tear gas and
rubber bullets against demonstrators. Three workers
have lost their lives during the protests, including one
in a factory fire and one during clashes with police.

Meanwhile, Hennes & Mauritz AB (H&M) has
committed to compensating for the higher workers'
wages by increasing the prices it pays to suppliers for
clothing manufactured in Bangladesh. [Forbes]

Bangladesh: Cabinet grants in-principle
approval to Personal Data Protection Act
draft

(ps) Bangladesh's Cabinet has granted in-principle
approval to the draft of the Personal Data Protection
Act 2023, which includes a provision stating that
personal data cannot be used without permission. The
proposed law aims to establish the Bangladesh Data
Protection Board to ensure that the use of personal
data requires the consent of the individual. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The Cabinet also approved the draft Joyita Foundation
Act, which aims to promote entrepreneurial spirit
among women, and discussed other matters, including
land use planning at the upazila (sub-district) level.
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Bangladesh: Gas reserves discovered in
country's oldest gas field

(ps/Im) In a significant development, gas reserves have
been discovered in a well of Bangladesh's oldest gas
field located in Haripur, Sylhet. The newly drilled well
holds the potential to produce approximately 13
million cubic feet of gas daily, and thus, is poised to
have a notable impact on the country's energy
landscape. [The Business Standard]

The excavation work on this well commenced in June
2024 and was undertaken by the Chinese company
Sinopec at a cost of USD 13.5 million. It is estimated
that the well contains a substantial 50 billion cubic feet
of gas reserves. The monetary value of this gas stored
in the well is estimated to be around USD 326 million,
making it a valuable resource for the country.

This discovery is part of the broader strategy by the
Bangladeshi government to explore and re-drill a total
of 46 wells across the country. The goal is to increase
gas production significantly to address the energy
crisis that the nation has been facing. By 2025, these
drilling initiatives are expected to contribute an
additional 618 million cubic feet of gas daily, which will
play a crucial role in securing Bangladesh's energy
needs.

Bhutan: Army, police issue strict warnings
against political involvement for
personnel

(na)The Royal Bhutan Army headquarters and the
Chief of Police have issued notices, on November 19
and October 30 respectively, reminding their
personnel to refrain from engaging in political activities
and to remain apolitical. Violations of these
instructions will result in severe disciplinary action.
These notices come in light of concerns that officers
and personnel were becoming involved in political
activities, particularly through social media. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Media Arbitrator identifies and
requests removal of election-related posts
violating laws

(na) Recently, the Office of Media Arbitrator in Bhutan
has identified over 13 posts potentially discrediting
political parties or influencing votes, requesting their
removal. Violations include online polls, defamation,
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hate speech, third-party advertisements, false
information dissemination, and sharing marked postal
ballots on social media, all breaching electoral laws.

The Bhutanese election landscape is witnessing a
surge in social media influence, with TikTok and
Telegram emerging as key players. Political parties
leverage these platforms to connect with voters, share
messages, and address accusations. While the People’s
Democratic Party leads on Telegram, TikTok is hailed
as the most effective platform for reaching a diverse
audience. [Kuensel 1]

While tracing anonymous accounts remains a
challenge, officials engage with account owners
spreading misinformation. No fines have been
imposed so far, and social media monitors, appointed
by the Election Commission, assist in monitoring
platforms for compliance during the election period.
[Kuensel 2]

India: Supreme Court agrees to consider
petition to hear same-sex marriage
review in open court

(hp) India’s Supreme Court on November 23 agreed to
consider a request for an open court hearing of a
petition seeking a review of its previous majority
judgment in October, which refused to legalize same-
sex marriage. The petitioners have urged the apex
court to conduct the review in an open court rather
than through the usual process of circulation in judges'
chambers. [Hindustan Times] [The Hindu]

The review petition argues that the previous judgment
forced LGBTQ+ couples to remain in the closet and
lead dishonest lives, despite acknowledging the
discrimination they face in their everyday lives. The
court had previously stated that the issue of legalizing
same-sex marriage should be left to the Parliament to
decide, emphasizing that it should not encroach on the
legislative domain [see AIR No. 42, October/2023, 3].

The review petition contends that the majority
judgment contradicts itself in several aspects, including
the finding that marriage as an institution is conferred
social status by the state under the Special Marriage
Act of 1954. The petitioners argue that same-sex
marriage should be included within the ambit of this
act.

The review petition also highlights the fundamental
right to marry and argues that no contract or state
action should curtail this right for adults. It points out
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that the 1954 Act excluded same-sex marriages during
a time when homosexuality was considered a crime,
but the Supreme Court itself had decriminalized
homosexuality.

The petition concludes by emphasizing that the
majority judgment falls short of the constitutional
obligations of the top court towards the queer
community and calls for a judicial review of its own
judgment to uphold principles of equal participation,
dignity, and fraternity for the LGBTQ+ community.

India: Surge in online hate speech,
disinformation targets Muslim
community ahead of elections

(Im) Amidst the ongoing conflict between Israel and
Hamas, India has witnessed a surge in online
disinformation and hate speech, specifically targeting
the Muslim community. These messages often convey
a warning to Hindus, suggesting that their safety could
be jeopardized if the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) were to lose power in the upcoming
elections. Notably, even in the absence of ongoing
incidents, these campaigns recycle past events, often
accompanied by doctored images and videos, in an
attempt to reinforce the narrative that voting for the
BJP is synonymous with ensuring Hindu safety. [Arab
News]

With India's Muslim population comprising roughly 14
percent of the nation's 1.4 billion Hindu-majority
populace, the rise of disinformation and hate speech
targeting this group is particularly concerning. This
phenomenon has intensified as the general election
scheduled for May 2024 approaches, along with
several state elections this month. Elections in India
have historically fueled instances of anti-Muslim hate
speech, with more than one such incident reported per
day during the first half of 2023, especially in states
with impending elections, according to Hindutva Watch,
an organization dedicated to monitoring attacks on
minorities.

In response to this trend, social media companies have
come under scrutiny for their handling of hate speech
and misinformation, particularly when it targets
various communities, including Muslims. A report from
the Center for Countering Digital Hatred revealed that
these platforms failed to take action on a staggering 89
percent of posts containing anti-Muslim hatred and
Islamophobic content. Similar shortcomings were
observed in addressing hate speech related to anti-
Semitism, anti-Black racism, and misogynistic abuse.
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India: Supreme Court rejects
consolidation of FIRs in multistate case,
citing state-specific laws

(Im) India's Supreme Court has declined an undertrial's
request to use Article 142 of the Constitution to
consolidate 30 FIRs (First Information Reports) filed
against him in seven different states. The apex court
explained that it could not consolidate FIRs involving
offenses under both the Indian Penal Code and specific
state laws, as this would undermine the jurisdiction of
special courts designated by each state to try such
offenses. [The Hindu]

While the court acknowledged that it could consider
consolidating FIRs if they dealt with the same offense
and were registered in different police stations, it
emphasized that each state had charged the individual
under its own laws. The undertrial was given the
option to approach the High Courts of the seven states
to request the consolidation of FIRs within each
specific state.

India: Opposition party leader Rahul
Gandhi booked by Election Commission
over misconduct

(hp) The Election Commission (ECI) has issued a notice
to Indian National Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for
using derogatory words, including "Jaibkatra"
(pickpocket) and "Panauti” (jinx), against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during a campaign event in Rajasthan.
The notice came in response to a complaint filed by
Modi's ruling BJP, alleging that Gandhi's comments
were disrespectful and violated the Model Code of
Conduct, as well as provisions of the Representation of
People's Act and the Indian Penal Code.

Addressing the issue, the ECI gave a notice drawing
attention to an advisory it issued in May, conveying its
concern over the rising low standard of political
discourse in election campaigns. In reference to this,
the commission asked Gandhi to explain why action
should not be taken against him for the alleged
violations. He was given a deadline to respond, and
failure to do so would result in the commission taking
action based on the merits of the case. [India Today]
[The Hindu]
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India: Proposed evidence bill raises
concerns over lack of clarity on 'privileged
communication’

(Im) The proposed Bharatiya Sakshya (BS) Bill, intended
to replace the Indian Evidence Act of 1872, has
attracted attention due to a provision that restricts
courts from inquiring into privileged communication
between government Ministers and the President of
India. While Article 74(2) of the Indian Constitution
already mentions this provision, the central
government aims to give it statutory backing through
the BS Bill. However, the bill has raised concerns
because it lacks a clear definition of "privileged
communication," leaving room for ambiguity and
interpretation.

The BS Bill is part of a comprehensive overhaul of
India's criminal laws, which also includes the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 2023, and the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita Bill, 2023. These bills aim to replace
the outdated Indian Penal Code of 1860 and the Code
of Criminal Procedure of 1898, respectively. The
proposed laws have undergone examination by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs
and are expected to be presented in the upcoming
winter session of Parliament.

The BS Bill introduces several changes compared to
the Indian Evidence Act of 1872, including the removal
of colonial references and outdated procedures. For
example, it replaces terms like 'Vakil,' 'Pleader,' and
'‘Barrister' with 'Advocate' and eliminates sections
related to the now-obsolete jury system.

The bill also modernizes terminology and definitions to
align with contemporary legal language and
technology. It expands the definition of "documents" to
include electronic or digital records, such as emails,
server logs, and documents stored on computers and
smartphones. Additionally, the bill broadens the
concept of "evidence" to encompass electronically
transmitted information that facilitates remote
appearances of witnesses, accused individuals,
experts, and victims through electronic means. [The
Hindu]

India: CAA rules to be framed by March
2024, minister says

(Im) India’s Minister of State for Home Affairs, Ajay
Kumar Mishra, has announced that the rules governing
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) are expected to
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be formulated by March 2024. Speaking in West
Bengal, Mishra sought to address the concerns of the
Matua community, assuring them that the delay in
framing the CAA rules would not affect their citizenship
status. He emphasized that the CAA, which was passed
by Parliament in December 2019, had already granted
citizenship to members of the Matua community. [The
Hindu]

Mishra explained that the Parliamentary Committee on
Subordinate Legislation in Parliament's lower House
had set a deadline of January 9, 2024, for finalizing the
CAA rules. Additionally, the committee in the upper
House had set a timeline of March 30, 2024, for this
purpose.

The Minister's statements hold significance in the lead-
up to parliamentary elections. The delay in framing the
CAA rules had raised concerns among sections of the
Matua community, including BJP-affiliated MLAs.
Several BJP leaders have been working to alleviate
these concerns, as the Matua community plays a
crucial role in determining electoral outcomes in
various parts of South Bengal.

India: Farmers sit-in protest continue in
Punjab, Haryana

(Im) Farmers from India’s states Punjab and Haryana
have continued their protest under the banner of the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM), a coalition of over forty
farmers' unions, demanding a legal guarantee of
Minimum Support Price (MSP) and other pending
demands. [The Hindu]

The key demands include legal MSP guarantees,
withdrawal of police cases filed against protesters
during the 2020-21 agitation, compensation and jobs
for families of deceased farmers from the protest, loan
waivers, and other issues. Farmer leaders plan to meet
with Governors to discuss their demands.

India: Seven Kashmiri students charged
under anti-terrorism law for raising
slogans during World Cup final

(Im) Police in India’s union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir has filed a case under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) against seven students who are
accused of raising pro-Pakistan slogans during the
Cricket World Cup final. The students face charges
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under UAPA Section 13 and Sections 505 (inciting to
commit any offence against any other class or
community) and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code. [The Hindu]

India: Tamil Nadu police drop action in
chopper crash that killed late Chief of
Defense Staff Gen. Rawat

(Im) Police in India’s Tamil Nadu state have
discontinued further action in the investigation into the
Indian Air Force (IAF) helicopter crash that resulted in
the deaths of the country's first Chief of Defence Staff,
General Bipin Rawat, his wife, and 12 other defense
personnel near Coonoor in Tamil Nadu on December
8, 2021. [The Hindu]

The Upper Coonoor Police had registered a case under
Section 174 of the Code of Criminal Procedure and
kept the investigation pending for almost two years
due to the unavailability of critical evidence, including
the weather clearance report issued on December 8
and data from the helicopter's Flight Data Recorder
and Cockpit Voice Recorder. The Sulur Air Base
authorities declined to share the information, citing
defense secrets, and directed the local police to
approach the Directorate of Aerospace Safety.

The investigation into the circumstances leading to the
crash of the IAF Mi-17 V5 helicopter had concluded
that the crash occurred due to an unexpected change
in weather conditions, leading to the spatial
disorientation of the pilot and a Controlled Flight into
Terrain. The investigation ruled out mechanical failure,
sabotage, or negligence as the cause of the accident.

India: Report urges central government to
address inequality, corruption

(Im) A report card on the performance of the Narendra
Modi government, prepared by a group of academics
and civil society organizations called “Wada Na Todo
Abhiyan,” has expressed concerns about the
government's slow response in addressing inequality
and attacks on democracy. [The Hindu]

The report, titled “Promises and Reality 2019-2023:
Citizen Review of 4+ years of NDA Il Government,”
highlights issues such as the hurried passage of bills
without debate, limited engagement of parliamentary
committees, reduced sitting days, and the presence of
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elected representatives with criminal records. It also
mentions challenges faced by the media, rising
communalism, attacks on journalists, and the use of
laws against activists and citizens.

Despite robust GDP growth, the report notes that India
remains highly unequal, with a significant income
disparity between the top and bottom segments of the
population. It also criticizes the government for lack of
transparency and accountability, citing corruption and
irregularities in various ministries and departments.

India: Government plans to bail out of
HPCL, asks ONGC to do so

(hp) India is planning to propose that the state-run Oil
and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) consider launching a
rights issue to raise funds for green projects at its
refining subsidiary, Hindustan Petroleum Corp (HPCL).
This move, which could raise about USD 1.9 billion is
part of India's broader efforts to support its state-
owned oil refiners in transitioning toward cleaner
energy.

The central government provided a plan this year to
inject USD 3.6 billion into big state oil refiners to move
them towards cleaner energy. Initially, the government
had planned to do this through preferential shares, but
this risked reducing ONGC's stake below 50 percent,
losing the government's indirect control of HPCL.

Additionally, the other two state refiners, Indian Oil
Corporation and Bharat Petroleum Corporation, have
announced plans to launch rights issues of USD 2.6
billion and USD 2.1 billion, respectively. Combined,
these three refiners aim to invest roughly USD 30
billion to USD 47 billion to reach a goal of net-zero
emissions by 2040. [The Economic Times] [Mint]

Maldives: Former President Yameen parts
ways with PPM, launches People’'s
National Front

(na/lm) Former Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen
has launched a new political party, the "People's
National Front" (PNF), after a rift with the Progressive
Party of Maldives (PPM), led by incumbent President
Mohamed Muizzu, who had previously served as
construction minister in Yameen's government.
Yameen's lawyer stated that PPM leaders were
attempting to take control of the PPM's leadership and
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had exploited Yameen's ideology for their gain.
[Edition]

It's important to note that Yameen lacks the legal
authority to establish a political party due to his
criminal conviction and ongoing 11-year prison
sentence related to money laundering and graft.
Previously, he founded the People's Alliance (PA) and
later assumed control of the PPM by removing his half-
brother, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, from the party.
With the formation of the PNF, Yameen is making
another attempt to establish his political presence in
the Maldives, particularly in anticipation of crucial
parliamentary elections. [Avas]

In related developments, the Correctional Services is
currently investigating Yameen after the former
president visited the headquarters of his new party.
While under house arrest, Yameen had been granted
certain privileges to leave his house for medical and
essential purposes, with prior notification to the
authorities. However, he had previously faced
warnings from the Corrections for engaging in political
activities, which are prohibited under the Prisons and
Parole Act. [NewslIn Asia]

Maldives: Supreme Court orders
investigation into annulment of former
special envoy's passport

(na) The Supreme Court in the Maldives has ordered
an investigation into the cancellation of the passport of
former special envoy Ibrahim Hussain Zaki. This
decision comes after a civil court in 2020 instructed
immigration authorities to revoke Zaki's passport, who
had previously served as the president's special envoy
during former President Mohamed Nasheed's
administration. [Edition]

The High Court, on the state's appeal last year,
declared its lack of jurisdiction to review the matter.
However, the recent Supreme Court decision grants
the state the right to challenge passport revocation,
emphasizing that, in cases of deemed illegality,
challenging the order is the appropriate action rather
than non-compliance.

Maldives: Government appoints 25 state
ministers across various ministries
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(na) In a significant development, the new government
has appointed 25 state ministers to key roles in 22
ministries. Initially, 12 state ministers had been
appointed with portfolios ranging from Defense and
Finance to Education, Health, and Tourism. [Edition 1]

In separate developments, Mohamed Fahmy Hassan,
recently appointed as State Minister at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, has been removed from his position.
Fahmy faced prior controversy, having been dismissed
from the Civil Service Commission (CSC) and its
presidency over allegations of sexual harassment.
Despite appealing his dismissal at the Supreme Court,
which ruled in his favor in 2013, Fahmy's recent
appointment received strong public criticism due to
the previous allegations. [Edition 2]

Maldives: Minister announces changes to
housing allocation process, empowering
local councils

(na) The Maldives Minister of Housing, Land, and
Urban Development, Ali Haidar Ahmed, has
announced a significant change in housing policies,
emphasizing the need for proper regulations in the
allocation process of land plots and flats. Under the
new approach, the responsibility of assessing living
conditions for the allocation of housing will be
delegated to local councils. [PSM News]

This change in approach follows a review of the
previous government's housing scheme and a
commitment to fair evaluations without adverse
consequences for previous beneficiaries. The previous
government's plan to provide housing to 13,000
applicants faced suspension by the Anti-Corruption
Commission due to concerns over point allocation.

Nepal: Supreme Court issues show cause
notion on presidential pardons for
Tikapur convicts

(na) Nepal's Supreme Court has sought clarifications
from the President's Office and the government
regarding their decision to provide amnesty to three
convicts involved in the Tikapur carnage of 2015. The
court responded to a writ petition filed by the wife of
one of the police officers killed in the incident and
another victim's wife.
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The convicts - Hari Narayan Chaudhary, Pradip
Chaudhary, and Bir Bahadur Chaudhary - were
sentenced to life imprisonment for killing eight police
officials and a toddler. But President Ramchandra
Paudel commuted the jail terms of the three convicts
on the eighth anniversary of the constitution's
promulgation, based on the government's
recommendation.

The petitioners had demanded the annulment of this
decision, and the apex court has issued a show-cause
notice against the decision to commute their
sentences and has given the authorities 15 days to
respond through the Office of the Attorney General.

Additionally, one of the petitioners had moved the
Supreme Court against President Paudel's decision to
pardon the remaining jail term of Resham Chaudhary,
who was convicted of masterminding the Tikapur
carnage and was released on Republic Day. The
hearing on this petition is scheduled for January 1,
2024. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nepali Congress open to debating
secularism within the party, chief Deuba
says

(Im) Against the larger backdrop of recent
demonstrations in Nepal by pro-Hindu and pro-
monarchy groups, the leader of the Nepali Congress,
the largest party in Parliament's lower House, has said
that the party is open to discussing secularism but
firmly opposed the restoration of the monarchy. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The remarks of Congress President Sher Bahadur
Deuba come amid growing pressure on his party and
its leadership to address the rising rightist movement
in the country. While there are Congress leaders and
cadres who support the restoration of a Hindu state,
the party officially adopted secularism as the guiding
religious ideology in Nepal.

Despite some internal discussions and pressures,
there has been no official movement within the Nepali
Congress to reconsider Nepal's secular identity. The
debate on religion, federalism, and secularism remains
intertwined, and leaders continue to uphold the
republican system while acknowledging the need for
open dialogue and alternatives.
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Nepal: Police clash with pro-monarchy
protesters on 15th anniversary of
abolition

(na/lm) Police in Nepal on November 23 clashed with
thousands of pro-monarchy protesters marking the
15th anniversary of the monarchy's abolition. The
"Citizens' Campaign," led by medical entrepreneur
Durga Prasai, called for the restoration of the
monarchy, citing the failure of republican governments
to live up to commitments to develop the Himalayan
nation. [Reuters]

Initially peaceful, the demonstration took place in
Kathmandu's New Road area, where protestors
chanted slogans in support of the former king,
Gyanendra Shah. However, tensions escalated when
protestors sought to breach a barricade protecting
government offices, prompting authorities to respond
with a heavy-handed approach. [JURIST]

In contrast, a separate demonstration organized by the
CPN-UML-affiliated Yuva Sangh and UML's students'
wing called for the resignation of the current
government while supporting the existing republican
framework. UML leader and Yuva Sangh Coordinator
Mahesh Basnet warned that if Prime Minister Dahal is
not resolute, the CPN-UML would seek to remove him
from the Prime Minister's chair. [My Republica]

Nepal: Six Nepali Congress student
leaders convicted for assaulting, injuring
university teacher

(na) In a recent verdict on November 23, the
Kathmandu District Court found six student leaders
affiliated with the Nepali Congress party guilty of
attacking and severely injuring a lecturer at Tribhuvan
University. The attack occurred in October 2020, and
the court sentenced the individuals to two years in jail,
along with fines and compensation for the victim.
Initially, the government had withdrawn the charges
against the assailants, but the Supreme Court later
halted this decision. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Koshi province chief minister
tables budget replacement bill

(na) The chief minister of Nepal's Koshi province, Kedar
Karki, has presented a bill to replace an earlier
ordinance for the current fiscal year's budget in the
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provincial assembly. This is the third budget for Koshi
Province in the current fiscal year due to previous
delays and changes. [The Kathmandu Post]

The USD 310 million bill replaces the USD 307 million
ordinance introduced in September by former Chief
Minister Hikmat Kumar Karki after a Supreme Court
order. The replacement allocates USD 107 million for
recurring expenses, USD 172 million for capital
spending, USD 84,000 for financial management. The
bill eliminates over 3,200 projects with budgets below
UsD 21,000.

Chief Minister Karki highlighted the prioritization of
agriculture, tourism, and human development in the
budget. He aimed for a balanced allocation to each
constituency. Provisions include free treatment for
children under 10, scholarships for agriculture and
livestock students, and special allowances for women
health volunteers.

Pakistan: High Court declares trial of ex-
Premier Khan in jail illegal

(mha/lm) The Islamabad High Court on November 21
ruled that the closed-door prison trial of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan on charges of revealing state
secrets is illegal. [Al Jazeera] [Associated Press]

Khan, who has been embroiled in a series of legal and
political battles since being ousted as prime minister in
April last year, had petitioned for an open trial. The
charges against him relate to the alleged revelation of
a secret document, and if he were to be convicted, he
could potentially face the death penalty. Khan's close
aide, Shah Mahmood Qureshi, who was deputy in his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, is a co-defendant in the
case. Both men have denied the charges them during
the trial.

The ruling by the Islamabad High Court raises
questions about the legal proceedings against Khan
and adds another layer of complexity to Pakistan's
political landscape. Parliamentary elections are
scheduled for February 8, and while Khan's party could
still win the most seats, he is ineligible to run for
parliament due to his previous conviction in the
corruption case.

At the time of writing, it was unclear whether the
government would appeal, or if future open court
proceedings would take place at the same prison in the
garrison city of Rawalpindi or somewhere else.
Furthermore, despite the ruling, Khan was not brought
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to court for a trial on November 27 due to reported
threats to his life, according to his lawyer. [Reuters]

Additionally, and in separate developments, a special
court in Islamabad on November 27 sent Khan to 14-
days judicial remand in the so-called Al Qadir Trust
corruption case after it rejected a plea of the anti-
corruption watchdog to grant his physical custody to
further probe him. Earlier this month, the National
Accountability Bureau decided to change the legal
status of Khan's wife, Bushra Bibi, in the case from a
"witness" to an "accused" [see AiR No. 46,
November/2023, 2]. [Hindustan Times]

Pakistan: Election body instructs PTI to
hold intra-party election within 20 days;
party petitions court

(fd/Im) Pakistan's Election Commission (ECP) on
November 23 ordered the country’'s main opposition
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party of jailed ex-
Premier Imran Khan to hold intra-party elections within
20 days to retain its voting symbol in the upcoming
elections in February. Earlier, the ECP declared the
previous leadership elections null and void, stating that
the PTI did not conduct transparent elections as per
the constitution. [Pakistan Today] [The Express
Tribune] [The Indian Express]

The PTI had held the elections on June 22 last year,
after an extension was granted, but the ECP rejected
them, citing an amendment to the party's constitution
two days before the polls. Should the PTI fail to follow
this order the ECP will declare the party ineligible to
obtain a voting symbol in accordance with Section
215(5) of the Elections Act 2017, which states that
eligibility criteria.

However, PTI officials argued that the notice in August
had concerned the polls’ documentation and proper
elections had been held. Further, the party stated that
after the ECP’s orally issued acceptance of the PTI's
response to the notice the matter had been resolved in
August this year.

Against this backdrop, the PTI on November 24 filed a
petition in the Sindh High Court against the ECP's
directive to hold intra-party elections within 20 days in
order to retain the party's electoral symbol. The
petitioners allege that the move was part of an effort
to keep the party away from elections and that there
was a "complete connivance" between respondents to
oust PTI from elections. [DAWN]
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Pakistan: Supreme Judicial Council issues
show cause to Supreme Court judge
Justice Naqvi

(mha/lm) The Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), a judicial
body of the superior judiciary of Pakistan, has voted to
issue another detailed show-cause notice to Supreme
Court Judge Sayyed Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi, who
faces allegations of financial misconduct. The council,
which oversees the accountability of judges in superior
courts, voted four to one in favor of issuing the notice,
with Chief Justice of Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa leading the
majority. Justice Naqvi is now required to submit a
written reply to the show-cause notice within 14 days.
[The Express Tribune]

This decision follows the submission of Justice Naqvi's
response to the initial show-cause notice on November
10, in which he accused three SJC members of bias and
requested their recusal.

Earlier, Justice Naqvi had lodged a petition in the apex
court, contesting the SJC proceedings. He requested
the court to nullify the misconduct allegations against
him, deeming them “without lawful authority and of no
legal effect.” Justice Naqvi contended that a malicious
campaign has targeted him since February with “false
and baseless allegations” aired publicly, leading to a
media trial. Previously, during its October 27 session,
the SJC reviewed 29 complaints, dismissing 19 but
issuing Naqvi a show cause notice for the remaining
10, alleging financial misconduct.

Pakistan: PTI's Asad Qaiser sent to jail on
4-day judicial remand in May 9 case

(mr/Im) A district and sessions court in Mardan,
Pakistan, has rejected the police's request for the
physical remand of former Parliament Speaker Asad
Qaiser and sent him to jail on four-day judicial remand.
Qaiser, a leader of the main opposition PTI party, was
arrested on charges related to the series of violent
riots that followed former Prime Minister Khan's brief
arrest in May this year. [DAWN]

In a video message released after his arrest, Qaiser
urged PTI supporters to continue their lawful struggle
and aim for a two-thirds majority in the upcoming
general election. He emphasized the importance of
adhering to the rule of law and the supremacy of the
constitution, expressing the party's commitment to a
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peaceful political process and calling for a level playing
field for all political parties.

Pakistan: Father shoots daughter to
preserve family honor

(Im) A man in Pakistan was arrested on November 27
for shooting his teenage daughter to death after a
photo of her with boys was uploaded to social media.
The killing occurred after a jirga (a tribal council of
elders) ordered that she and a friend, who also
appeared in the photo, be killed. [South China Morning
Post]

The police are conducting raids to arrest members of
the jirga, including local clerics. Honor killings, often
carried out over perceived offenses related to family
honor, continue to be a significant issue in Pakistan,
despite efforts by rights groups and changes in laws.

Honor killings continue to be a grave concern in
Pakistan, with approximately 1,000 women killed
annually by close relatives in the name of preserving
family honor. Despite legal reforms in 2016 to address
this issue, the controversial Islamic clause that allows
relatives to pardon perpetrators often hinders justice.
Kohistan, the region where the killing occurred, had
previously gained international attention in 2011 for a
similar incident involving four girls who were killed
after appearing in a video with boys.

Pakistan: PPP Chairman Zardari predicts
formation of ‘national unity government’
after general elections

(mr) Asif Ali Zardari, the co-chairman of the Pakistan
People's Party (PPP), has forecasted the formation of a
"national unity government" following the upcoming
general elections scheduled for February 8 next year.
Zardari stated that no single party is likely to secure a
simple majority of 172 seats in Parliament's lower
House. [Tribune]

Pakistan: Mountain villages threatened by
flooding through melting glaziers

(fd) Impacted by climate change, approximately two
million people in the Hindu Kush, Karakoram, and
Himalaya are in danger of flooding. These floods are
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caused by increased melting of glaziers which results in
glacial lakes overfilling and bursting. [Reuters]

The residents of the mountain villages are particularly
vulnerable and do not have the resources to equip
themselves against these floods. The villages receive
support from various agencies including the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) which installed
2017 sensors and weather stations to monitor the
situation. The organization marked 75 cases of Glacial
Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) in 2022.

Moreover, Pakistan is the only country to obtain
adaptation funding from the Paris Agreement’s Green
Climate Fund aimed at reducing the risk of flooding.
However, assistance is not sufficient to protect the
residents effectively and permanently.

Pakistan: Reshuffle of senior-level military
positions

(Im) In the second military reshuffle under Army Chief
Gen. Asim Munir, several key promotions took place
within the regional commands, which could potentially
shape the future leadership of the Pakistani Army.
[Dawn]

These promotions align with the former Army Chief
Gen. Qamar Bajwa's directive to reduce the military's
involvement in political affairs, leading to a shift away
from publicly announcing senior-level promotions and
reshuffles. Nevertheless, these changes hold
significant implications for both the military and the
political landscape, potentially altering the balance of
power within Pakistan.

Notably, Lt. Gen. Avais Dastgir, newly promoted to the
three-star rank, succeeded the retiring Lt. Gen.
Muhammad Saeed as the 38th Chief of General Staff
(CGS). The CGS, who ranks second in influence only to
the army chief, oversees operational and intelligence
matters, including the Directorates of Military
Operations and Military Intelligence. His swift
appointment as CGS following promotion reflects the
army chief's confidence in him and signifies policy
continuity.

Additionally, unverified reports suggest that Lt. Gen.
Syed Imdad Hussain Shah, previously associated with
the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), assumed command
of the Gujranwala-based 30 Corps. Lt. Gen. Rahat
Naseem, former President of the National Defence
University (NDU), was appointed as the commander of
the 12 Corps in Quetta, succeeding Lt. Gen. Asif
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Ghafoor, the former Director General of Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), who now leads the NDU. These
changes in military appointments are believed to be
influenced by the evolving situation in Balochistan
province, particularly in relation to Afghanistan.
[Pakistan Observer]

Pakistan: Raid by Counter-Terrorism
Department arrests four Lashkar-e-
Jhangyvi (Le)) militants

(mr/Im) The Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) of
the Sindh Police arrested four militants associated with
the predominantly Punjab-based group Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi (LeJ) in Karachi. The group has an agenda of
establishing a Sunni Muslim kingdom in Pakistan and
claimed responsibility for killing hundreds of Shi'ite
Muslims in terror attacks. [The News]

Sri Lanka: Parliament passes President’s
expenditure head

(If) In a parliamentary session on November 24, Sri
Lanka's 225-member Parliament approved President
Wickremesinghe's expenditure head with a 59-vote
majority. Notably, 159 members of parliament were
absent during the voting process.

This vote is a crucial step in the approval process for
the nation's 2024 budget, which is expected to
continue until December 13. By this date, the
government aims to have all its proposed financial
legislation approved for the upcoming calendar year.

The President's expenditure head encompasses funds
allocated for former presidents. During the debate,
Jathika Jana Balavegaya (J)B) party leader, MP Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, called for a division, expressing
his party's opposition to allocating funds for former
Presidents Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Mahinda
Rajapaksa. These former presidents have recently
been found responsible by the Supreme Court for
contributing to Sri Lanka's ongoing economic
challenges [see AR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

It's worth noting that this decision may raise concerns
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which
plays a significant role in Sri Lanka's finances following
a USD 2.9 billion bailout agreement reached in March.
[Daily Mirror] [Sri Lanka Mirror] [Daily News]
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Sri Lanka: Health Ministry number of
doctors leaving country declining, slowing
brain drain problem

(If)y The number of doctors and consultants leaving the
Sri Lanka has moderately come down, according to the
newly appointed Secretary to the Ministry of Health,
Palitha Mahipala. Mahipala noted that recent data
indicates a declining trend in doctors leaving the
country, and some doctors who had previously left for
various reasons are now returning.

At the same time, he emphasized the need to address
this issue comprehensively, as it takes a significant
investment of time and resources to train specialists.
Additionally, the Ministry of Health is working with
trade unions and stakeholders to find solutions to
retain healthcare professionals. [Daily Mirror] [Ceylon
Today]

Sri Lanka: Majority thinks ‘Online Safety’
bill will curtail freedoms, survey finds

(If/Im) Verité Research, independent interdisciplinary
think tank, undertook a survey program throughout
October, collecting responses from 1,029 adult citizens
from across Sri Lanka to gauge public sentiments
regarding the proposed ‘Online Safety’ Bill introduced
by the government [see AiR, No. 43, October/2023, 4].
According to the findings, 56 percent of respondents
who were aware of the Bill believed it would reduce
the freedom of using social media. Additionally, 25
percent believed it would have no significant impact,
and 19 percent thought it would help reduce misuse.

The survey highlighted potential consequences, as
pointed out by critics, emphasising that creating
regulatory bodies with stringent orders and hefty
penalties could stifle collaboration. If compliance costs
in a relatively small market like Sri Lanka are deemed
excessive, global tech companies might withdraw their
services, causing harm to users and impacting the
active youth demographic, which holds sway in
elections. Furthermore, the relatively small amount of
support for the bill's provisions indicates that the
government's current approach is unsuitable to the
needs and desires of the the nation’s people.

The Bill, published on September 18 and presented to
Parliament on October 3, faces a hurdle in the form of
31 identified clauses by the Supreme Court, requiring
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amendment for a passage with a simple majority,
contrasting the current need for a special two-thirds
majority. [LIRNE Asia] [Daily Mirror] [The Federal]
[Lanka News Web]

Sri Lanka: Tamils divided over video
showing woman claiming to be daughter
of LTTE chief Prabhakaran

(Im) A video claiming to feature Duwaraka, the
daughter of the slain Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) leader Velupillai Prabhakaran, has surfaced
online, raising doubts about its authenticity and the
status of Duwaraka among the Tamil community, both
in Sri Lanka and abroad. [South First] [The Week]

Duwaraka Prabhakaran's background is marked by the
tumultuous history of the LTTE and the civil war in Sri
Lanka. During the war's final stages, she was
reportedly in a bunker in Mulliwaikkal and was killed in
an aerial attack. However, there were also rumors in
2008 that she and her mother had fled to Europe, but
her exact whereabouts remained unclear. Still, the Sri
Lankan army later confirmed her death, along with her
mother's.

Despite these reports, Duwaraka's status remains
uncertain. Some claim she will reemerge, while others,
including Prabhakaran's nephew, doubt her existence.
Intelligence sources suggest that LTTE sympathizers in
Canada and London planned to broadcast an Al-
generated video featuring Duwaraka, using the
uncertainty to spread rumors about her and her
family's survival to address Tamil issues in Sri Lanka.
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Brunei: Year-year drop in export and
import

(dgl) According to data released by Brunei's Ministry of
Finance and Economy, the country recorded USD 1.42
billion total trade in July, marking a decrease of 37.4

per cent year-on-year in both export and import value.

Exports in July decreased by 39.3 per cent yearly,
mainly attributed to the drop in exports of mineral
fuels and chemicals. Imports decreased by 34.2 per
centinJuly.

Australia (23.4 per cent), followed by Singapore (19.6
percent), and China (13.8 percent) where the top three
export destinations, with mineral fuels and chemicals
being the largest export commodities to these
countries. [The Star]

Cambodia: Government is reorganizing
streamline ministries

(pm) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has
announced plans for a comprehensive reform of the
country’s public administration.

He has called for an internal structural assessment of
select ministries and state institutions to evaluate their
roles and responsibilities.

The objective of this overhaul is to eliminate dual tasks
and overlapping assignments between institutions,
ultimately leading to a reduction in national budget
expenditures. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Royal Government Attorney
Group formed


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-ay/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-aj/

(pm) King Norodom Sihamoni has issued a royal
decree to establish and operate the Royal Government
Attorney Group.

The decree is aimed at bolstering the Group's legal
efforts in safeguarding the rights and interests of
government leaders collaborating with its members.

Sam Chamroeun, a member of the Bar Association of
the Kingdom of Cambodia (BAKC), noted that the royal
decree explicitly outlines the roles and duties solely for
lawyers employed within the Royal Government
Attorney Group, excluding members of the BAKC.
[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Unanimous approval on the
draft of law on finance for 2024

(pm) The draft budget for 2024 has been unanimously
approved by the 53 members of the Senate on
November 24,

The new budget aims to boost a budget efficiency
stance through a focus on public administration
reform and governance restructuring, deemed crucial
for the economy’s efficiency and resilience.

The 2024 budget 2024 is viewed by the government as
strategic budget to safeguard hard-earned
achievements and to lay the ground for realizing
important targets set the Pentagonal Strategy Phase I.

The Pentagonal strategy-phase | involves five strategic
objectives including ensuring the economic growth,
creating more jobs, achieving poverty reduction,
continuing to strengthen capacity, governance, and
improving the quality of public institutions, and
ensuring sustainable socio-economic development.
The five key priorities, namely people, road, water,
electricity, and technology. [Khmer Times] [Open
Development Cambodia]

Cambodia: National Authority for out-of-
court dispute resolution to be established

(pm) Cambodia is set to establish a new national
mechanism to complement existing non-judicial
dispute resolution mechanisms after Prime Minister
Hun Manet issued the National Authority for Out-of-
Court Dispute Resolution on November 24.
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Aimed at providing additional options in resolving
disputes in the country, the resolution authorizes all
relevant local authorities to legally solve the disputes
of people in their communities or their local levels
without resorting to courts. This applies to chiefs of
villages, commune officials, district governors or
provincial governors or officials.

The new mechanism is expected to reduce costs and
time for resolving disputes and to ease burdens and
workload in courts.

Headed by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Justice as President and three Deputy Presidents, the
new agency will consist of 16 members, drawn from
senior officials from key ministries and national
institutions. [Khmer Times]

In an earlier move, Cambodia’s Cabinet had approved
the related draft law [see AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5].

Cambodia: More than 500 prisoners
receive King's clemency

(dgl) On the occasion of the National Independence
Day and the Royal Water Festival, the sentences of 538
were commuted and pardoned after King Norodom
Sihanomi granted clemency to them on reqiest of
Prime Minister Hun Manet. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia: 2024 election campaign period
begins

(yr) The Indonesian General Election Commission (KPU)
declared the start of the campaign period for 2024
presidential, elections to the House of Representatives
and the Regional Representative Council, as well as the
elections to the Regional Houses of Representatives on
provincial and district/city level, beginning on
November 28 and running until February 10, 2024.

The campaign launching ceremony, held on November
27, was attended by three pairs of presidential and
vice-presidential candidates, led by Anies Baswedan,
Prabowo Subianto, and Ganjar Pranowo respectively,
and 18 political parties.

The Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI) and the
Indonesian National Police (Polri) also took part,
signing a declaration on their commitment to
neutrality in the election process.
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Nearly 205 million people are eligible to vote on
February 14, 2024. The winner in the presidential race
will succeed President Joko Widodo who is completing
the maximum two terms ruling Southeast Asia’s
biggest economy. [Kompas] [Antara]

Indonesia: Levies on coal miners to be
introduced

(jb) Indonesia is set to implement a levy collection plan
from coal miners starting in January 2024, aimed at
compensating miners who sell coal to the state utility
at capped prices, according to the country's mining
minister.

The new scheme aims to address compliance issues,
particularly when global coal prices are high, leading
some miners to disregard the regulations and causing
supply disruptions.

Under the proposed system, all coal miners will
contribute levies, and the collected funds will be used
to compensate those adhering to the capped prices
when supplying to PLN. The move is expected to foster
fairness and a level playing field in supporting the
government's domestic market obligations.

The regulatory framework and infrastructure for the
scheme are in the finalization stage, with a trial run
anticipated in December before the full operation
begins on January 1, 2024. State-controlled banks,
including Bank Mandiri, Bank Negara Indonesia, and
Bank Rakyat Indonesia, will be appointed to oversee
the fund collection. Coking coal miners will be exempt
from the scheme but must still meet domestic sales
obligations.

The initiative follows a temporary halt in coal exports
at the beginning of 2022 due to a coal supply shortage
at local power plants in the world's largest thermal
coal-exporting nation.

Miners in Indonesia are obligated to sell a portion of
their output to the state power firm, Perusahaan Listrik
Negara (PLN), at a maximum price of USD 70 per
metric ton and to specific local industries at a
maximum of USD 90 per ton. [Mining.com]

Indonesia: Plan for Just Energy Transition
with USD 20 billion investment unveiled
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(jb) Indonesia has unveiled the Comprehensive
Investment and Policy Plan (CIPP) in Jakarta, marking a
significant step in the nation’s commitment to
achieving net-zero emissions in the power sector by
2050. The plan is part of the Just Energy Transition
Partnership (JETP) and aligns with the objectives
outlined in the JETP Joint Statement announced at the
G20 Leaders’ Summit in Bali.

The CIPP, a culmination of a year's worth of
collaborative efforts, serves as a roadmap for
Indonesia’s power sector. It outlines a technical
pathway, recommends policy changes, and presents a
just transition plan. The focus initially lies on the on-
grid power sector, aiming to reduce emissions to 250
MT CO2 by 2030 and achieve a 44 percent renewable
energy generation share.

To support these ambitious targets, the International
Partners Group (IPG) committed USD 10 billion in
financing, complemented by another USD 10 billion
mobilized by the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net
Zero (GFANZ).

The USD 20 billion funding package will be deployed
through grants, concessional and non-concessional
loans, and investments, targeting priorities such as
renewable energy deployment, grid expansion,
emission reduction from coal plants, and just
transition initiatives.

International ambassadors, including those from
Japan, the United States, Canada, Denmark, the
European Union, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, and
the United Kingdom, applauded Indonesia’s
commitment and pledged continued support.
[Reuters] [US Embassy in Indonesia]

Indonesia: Former Constitutional Court
Chief Justice sues successor

(yr) The former Chief Justice of the Indonesian
Constitutional Court (MK), Anwar Usman, has filed a
lawsuit against the Court's new Chief Justice Suhartoyo
at the State Administrative Court (PTUN) Jakarta on
November 24. Details of the lawsuit have not been
revealed.

Prior to this, Anwar had expressed objections to the
MK concerning Suhartoyo's election as his successor.
[Antara, in Indonesian]

Anwar was dismissed as Chief Justice of the MK in the
context of the vice-presidential candidacy age limit
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case in which an ethics commission found him guilty of
violating ethical and legal standards, including
impartiality, integrity, and competence.

The commission was formed after a public outcry over
the Court's decision to carve out an exception to the
minimum age requirement for presidential and vice-
presidential candidates, which allowed Gibran
Rakabuming Raka, the eldest son of President Widodo,
to become the running-mate of Defense Minister
Prabowo Subianto [see, AiR No. 46, November/2023,
2].

Indonesia: General Agus appointed as TNI
Commander

(yr) On November 22, President Joko Widodo officially
designated General Agus Subiyanto as the Commander
of the Indonesian National Military (TNI), succeeding
Admiral Yudo Margono.

Agus affirmed his commitment to continue the
initiatives of his predecessor, highlighting the TNI's
PRIMA vision and mission, an acronym for
professionalism, responsiveness, integrativeness,
modernity, and adaptability.

Concerns have arisen about TNI's neutrality in the
context of the 2024 elections, given Agus'’ close ties to
President Jokowi, whose eldest son is a candidate for
vice president [see AIR No. 46, November/2023, 2].

However, Agus reassured that the TNI would maintain
neutrality in accordance with the law. To address
concerns and maintain transparency, Agus announced
the establishment of a complaints post and urged the
public to report any instances of TNI members not
adhering to neutrality. Additionally, he instructed his
staff to provide education on TNI neutrality. [Kompas]
[Tempo, in Indonesian]

In a separate move, the president appointed Nawawi
Pomolango, Deputy Chairman of the Indonesian
Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK), as interim
Chairman of the KPK, replacing Firli Bahuri who is
caught in an extortion case (see article below). [Antara,
in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Chairman of Indonesian anti-
corruption commission suspect in
extortion case
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(yr) The Jakarta Metro Police officially has designated
Firli Bahuri, the chairman of the Indonesian Corruption
Eradication Commission (KPK), as a suspect in a case of
extorting money from Syahrul Yasin Limpo, the
Minister of Agriculture. This comes after Syahrul was
declared a suspect in a separate corruption case by the
KPK a month earlier.

The investigation into this case has involved the
questioning of over 100 individuals, including Syahrul
and Firli, as well as the seizure of foreign currency
exchange documents totaling IDR 7.46 billion
(approximately USD 484,900).

These documents encompass transactions in
Singaporean and American dollars spanning from
February 2021 to September 2023.

Despite the developments, Firli refrained from
confirming details to journalists, maintaining that the
accusations against him are a manifestation of
resistance from corrupt individuals. [Tempo 1] [Tempo
2]

Indonesia: Ministry of Finance plans to
implement citizen ID number as taxpayer
ID number

(yr) The Indonesian Ministry of Finance has announced
that the full implementation of the Indonesian citizen
Identification Number (NIK) as a Taxpayer
Identification Number (NPWP) will be implemented in
mid-2024, along with the implementation of the Core
Tax Administration System.

Currently, the process of matching the NIK and the
NPWP continues, with 59.3 million NIKs having been
matched as of November 22.

Indonesian taxpayers still can match their data
independently online before full implementation.
Coordination continues to be carried out with various
related parties to ensure the smooth running of this
new system. [Antara, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: President Widodo launches
groundbreaking of fertilizer industry in
West Papua

(yr) On November 23, 2023, President Joko Widodo
initiated the groundbreaking for the Fakfak Fertilizer
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Industrial Area in West Papua Province. On of the
country’'s national strategic projects, this venture holds
pivotal significance for the development of the
fertilizer industry in eastern Indonesia, addressing the
current absence of a local fertilizer sector.

Widodo underscored the project’s crucial role in
supporting food storage development in Papua,
supplying fertilizer to Maluku and North Maluku, and
potentially facilitating exports to Australia.

With an estimated investment of around IDR 30 trillion
(USD 1.9 billion), Widodo envisions completing the
construction of this industrial area by 2038. The project
is anticipated to enhance the welfare of the land of
Papua, boasting a production capacity of up to 1.15
million tons of urea fertilizer and 825 thousand tons of
ammonia annually, with plans for future expansions.
[Secretariat of the President of the Republic of
Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Simultaneously, on the same day, the president
inaugurated Siboru Airport in Fakfak, West Papua
Province, and Douw Aturure Airport in Nabire, Central
Papua Province. This strategic move aims to enhance
connectivity and mobility in the challenging-to-access
region of Papua.

Douw Aturure Airport in Central Papua will establish
vital connections between Nabire and other major
cities nationwide, while Siboru Airport in West Papua
Province will facilitate connectivity between Fakfak and
various regions. [Antara, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Revamped remuneration
scheme to be introduced

(jb) The Ministry of Administrative and Bureaucratic
Reform in Indonesia is gearing up to introduce a
revamped civil state apparatus (ASN) remuneration
scheme by 2025, according to Yudi Wicaksono, Acting
Assistant Deputy of Talent Management and Human
Resource Development at the ministry. On November
22, Wicaksono revealed that the new scheme awaits
the issuance of a regulation on the implementation of
the ASN Law by the government.

The regulation is set to be drafted six months after the
ASN Law takes effect in April 2024, with the ministry
aiming for the new payroll system to be put into action
following the regulation's launch. The trial phase for
the updated ASN remuneration scheme is set to
commence at the end of 2024, with simulations
expected to conclude by the end of the current year.
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Wicaksono expressed optimism that, pending the
finalization of the regulation on ASN Law
implementation in April 2024, the ASN remuneration
scheme will be ready for implementation in 2025.
However, he cautioned that this timeline is contingent
on a smooth execution of the plan. The Finance
Ministry is currently calculating the new ASN payroll to
ensure that the revamped remuneration does not
strain state and local budgets. Indonesian Minister of
National Development Planning, Suharso Monoarfa,
had previously highlighted ASN remuneration reform
as a key agenda item for 2024. [Vietnam Plus]

Laos: Government aims to achieve 4.5
percent economic growth in 2024

(wn) The Lao government has set an ambitious target
of achieving 4.5 percent economic growth in 2024,
surpassing the 4.2 percent forecast for 2023. Prime
Minister Sonexay Siphandone announced this goal in a
speech concluding the sixth ordinary session of the
National Assembly’s ninth legislature on November 21.

During the session, the government acknowledged the
ambitious nature of the macro targets, considering the
current challenges faced by Laos both internally and
externally.

Siphandone highlighted that reducing the inflation rate
to the targeted 9 percent in 2024, down from the
current rate of almost 30 percent, presents a
particualrly significant challenge. [Laos News Agency]

Laos: Rare earth pilot project underway

(dqgl) The Laotian government is exploring the
possibility of initiating a rare earth token project as a
means of bolstering foreign currency reserves amidst
economic and financial challenges.

During a cabinet meeting last week chaired by Prime
Minister Sonexay Siphandone, a proposal for the pilot
rare earth token project was introduced and discussed
among cabinet members.

The prime minister instructed relevant agencies to
expedite the development of a comprehensive strategy
for rare earths, critical metals, and other minerals,
aiming for effective management of mining operations
in the country.
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Additionally, the meeting addressed the establishment
of a committee and the drafting of essential legislation
to regulate the proposed pilot project if it advances
further. [The Nation]

Laos: Government and partners discuss
second Human Capital Summit with focus
on nutrition

(wn) The Laotian government, in collaboration with its
partners, has finalized plans for a second Human
Capital Summit scheduled for the upcoming year. This
summit will be dedicated to addressing the pressing
issue of malnutrition within the country.

The decision was reached during a meeting held at the
Ministry of Planning and Investment in Vientiane on
November 23, chaired by Vice Minister for Planning
and Investment, Phonevanh Outhavong.

Druing the meeting, it was emphasized that, despite
recent progress in alleviating poverty and nutrition
challenges, the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and
recent economic difficulties have led to significant
setbacks.

According to surveys conducted by the World Bank,
inflation has affected approximately 87 percent of
households, compelling many to turn to cheaper food
options or reduce their food intake. Data from the
National Nutrition Surveillance System indicates a
notable decline in the quality of food provided to
young children, with only one in ten children receiving
the minimum required diet for proper growth and
development.

Consequently, Laos is currently grappling with a 2.7
percent loss in its GDP due to malnutrition. [Lao News
Agency]

Malaysia: Opposition leader tacks
announcement on resignation as party
president back

(mw/dql) Malaysiaan former prime minister Muhyiddin
Yassin announced on November 25 that he wants to
run in the race for the presidency of his party, the
Bersatu party, during internal elections next year.

This came just a day after he vowed to step down from
the post.
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Muhyiddin has led the party since its formation in 2016
and chairs the Perikatan Nasional (PN) opposition bloc.
The PN, under Muhyiddin's leadership, has gained
support from traditional Malays and young voters,
making inroads during regional polls in August.
[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Malaysia: New youth age limit to come
into force January 1, 2026

(mw) The Malaysian government, led by the Ministry of
Youth and Sports, will implement a significant change
in the youth age limit, lowering it from forty to thirty
starting January 1, 2026. It is part of amendments to
the Youth Societies and Youth Development
(Amendment) Act 2019.

Other changes include setting the age limit for youth
society office bearers at eighteen to thirty years and
shortening the term for the head of a youth society
from six to four years.

A Joint Committee, led by Deputy Adam Adli Abd Halim,
will explore transition programs and strategies, with a
consultative framework expected in the first quarter of
next year 2024.

In a related development, the Cabinet approved an
annual RM5 million (1.060 million USD) administrative
assistance to enhance the governance and operations
of the Malaysian Youth Council and affiliated bodies,
promoting more active youth program
implementation. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Government to study proposal
for phased expansion of social protection
coverage

(mw) The Malaysian government has agreed to
examine a proposal for a phased expansion of social
protection coverage to the working-age population,
beginning at eighteen years old, to ensure old-age
income security from next year onward. The decision
was made during the sixth Meeting of the Malaysian
Social Protection Council (MySPC), chaired by Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

The proposal, brought forth by the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) through the Ministry of Finance
Malaysia, is awaiting Cabinet approval. The
government is committed to enhancing social
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protection coverage, particularly for those in the
informal sector, and addressing skill gaps in the
workforce. The goal is to create a more inclusive and
comprehensive social protection system, with a focus
on vulnerable groups. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Anwar's former lawyer insists
Sedition Act remains wrong

(mw) The former legal counsel of Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, N. Surendran, asserts that if the Sedition Act
was considered wrong in the past, it remains wrong
today.

Surendran, who faced sedition charges himself in 2018
for criticizing the judiciary while defending Anwar in a
sodomy case, emphasized that there is no justification
for employing the Sedition Act.

He draws attention to the charges against Bersatu
information chief Datuk Razali Idris, who faces charges
for making seditious remarks against the judiciary and
government during a speech at the launch of the
Kemaman district by-election machinery on November
10. [The Star]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption NGO calls on
government to priorities promised
reforms

(mw) The Centre to Combat Corruption and Cronyism
(C4 Centre) is calling for urgent institutional reform in
response to the Auditor General's Report, which
revealed substantial losses amounting to RM681.71
million (145 million USD) in public projects.

The report highlighted losses in six out of sixteen
performance audits across fourteen ministries, raising
concerns about government accountability and the
need for institutional reforms to prevent wastage of
public funds.

The C4 Centre has urged the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) to investigate the
cases in collaboration with the Auditor General's Office
to determine if corruption contributed to the losses,
emphasizing the necessity of institutional reforms,
such as enacting a Government Procurement Act and
establishing an Ombudsman Office.
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The C4 Centre calls for swift action on promised
reforms, citing public dissatisfaction with the economic
situation, and urges the government to prioritize
reforms and expedite the process without further
delay. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Flood-hit wholesalers to receive
special license to increase essential goods
stocks

(mw) The Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer
Affairs in Malaysia is set to grant special licenses to
wholesalers in states affected by floods. This move
aims to bolster stockpiles of essential goods, such as
rice, sugar, cooking oil, and flour, in preparation for
potential supply disruptions caused by the floods.

Under this initiative wholesalers will be allowed to
increase their stocks by up to 30 percent, ensuring
additional supplies are readily available in disaster-
stricken areas. The initiative has already been
implemented in Kelantan, where over one hundred
wholesalers have received special licenses to enhance
their stock levels.

The move comes as severe-level continuous heavy rain
warnings have been issued for several areas in
Kelantan, Terengganu, Perlis, Kedah, Penang, and
specific districts in Perak. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Over USD 170 million allocated
for agriculture, industrial, tourism sectors
next year in Sabah

(mw) The Sabah government has allocated RM813.56
million (173 million USD) in its 2024 budget to boost
the development and growth of agriculture, industries,
and tourism in the state.

The funds cover initiatives to increase the self-
sufficiency level (SSL) of agricultural products,
particularly rice, from twenty-two percent this year to
thirty-one percent in two years. The re-establishment
of the Padi and Rice Board with an allocation of
RM1.82 million (230 thousand USD) is part of these
efforts.

Additionally, RM18 million (3.8 million USD) is allocated
for padi field ploughing incentives, and RM5.16 million
(1.197 million USD) for activities like rehabilitating
abandoned fields, developing dry rice, increasing
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ploughs and combine harvesters, providing fertilizers,
and subsidizing padi sales.

For the industrial sector, RM124.06 million (26 million
USD) is allocated for operating and development
expenditure, aiming to further boost industrial
development.

The tourism sector is also targeted, with investments in
water supply, totaling RM679.85 million, and a federal
grant of RM135.86 million (25 million USD) for the
Rural Water Supply Program in rural areas. [Malay,
Mail]

Myanmar: Election commission dissolves
the Kokang political party

(sk) On November 21, Myanmar's junta-controlled
Union Election Commission (UEC) declared the
dissolution of the Shan State Kokang Democratic Party
(SSKDP), citing a failure to meet the requirement of
recruiting a sufficient number of members.

Established in 1988, the SSKDP had registered earlier
this year to participate in elections under new rules set
by the regime in January. According to these rules,
parties competing in a specific state or region must
demonstrate a membership of at least 1,000 within 90
days of registration.

The UEC's decision, made nearly six months after
formally recognizing the SSKDP on May 30, coincides
with increased pressure on the military from an
alliance of ethnic armed groups in the Kokang region
and other areas along Myanmar's northeastern border
with China.

The SSKDP, the sole rival to the military's political
proxy, the Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP), in the Kokang region, previously won a seat in
the 1990 election but has never held office. Dissolved
in 2010, it re-registered in 2012, contesting and losing
elections in 2015 and 2020 to the USDP.

Notably, USDP candidates in the Kokang region were
former militia leaders close to Myanmar's military,
including Ming Xuechang, who was found dead earlier
this month after Chinese authorities issued an arrest
warrant. The junta admitted he was a Chinese national,
rendering him ineligible for public office in Myanmar.
[Myanmar Now]
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Myanmar: Blaze engulfs cargo trucks in
proximity to Muse border crossing

(sk) In Muse, Myanmar's primary entry point into
China, a major incident unfolded as over 300 trucks
were engulfed in flames while parked at the heavily
guarded entry point, a focal junta troop security area.

According to a Muse resident, the calamity began
when an artillery shell struck an oil tanker, triggering a
destructive chain of fires.

This incident further compounds the turmoil in
northern Shan State, where conflict has been
escalating since last month, leading to the closure of
major border trade routes due to the Brotherhood
Alliance's coordinated offensive against the military.

Despite the persistent conflict, life in Muse continues,
with the regime utilizing planes and helicopters to drop
essential supplies on the town'’s football field.

The severity of the situation is underscored by the fact
that, due to the ongoing hostilities, Mongla stands as
the sole operational border crossing in Shan State out
of the five official crossings along the 1,300-mile
Myanmar-China border (see article below). [Myanmar
Now]

Myanmar: Mongla as Shan State's sole
gateway to China amid ongoing fighting

(sk) Mandalay-based traders reveal their exclusive
reliance on Mongla, a town controlled by the National
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) on the Myanmar-
China border, following the closure of other northern
Shan State border crossings amid the recent anti-junta
offensive.

The closure of gates such as Muse and Chin Shwe Haw
has forced traders to navigate the challenging route to
Mongla, a situation deemed less than ideal due to its
winding roads and extended travel time, taking at least
ten days from Mandalay.

This shift incurs additional costs, including heightened
taxes, prompting the NDAA to announce a 50 percent
reduction in fees for goods passing through its gate.

Despite the reluctance among Mandalay traders, the
closure of key gates by the junta has left them with
limited alternatives. Border trade, crucial for
Myanmar's economy, has been severely impacted
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since the 2021 military coup, with only Thailand
witnessing substantial trade volumes.

The NDAA's alliance with the Brotherhood Alliance,
engaged in the ongoing conflict, adds complexity to the
situation. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Rebel drone strikes destroy 120
trucks in the northeast

[jw] Cargo trucks, caught in the crossfire between rebel
groups and the military junta along the northeastern
Myanmar-China border, faced drone attacks on the
morning of November 23, as revealed in a statement
by Major General Zaw Min Tun. The military junta
asserted that 120 out of the 258 trucks engaged in
goods transportation to and from China were
obliterated in a fire resulting from the drone strikes.

Contrary to the military’s claims, the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance, an armed resistance group in the
Kokang region, bordering China to the north in the
northern part of Shan State, refuted any involvement
in the attack on the trucks. The group laid blame on
the military, emphasizing that there was no rationale
for the resistance to target a location devoid of military
significance.

As per the military junta’s account, ongoing clashes
have not only ravaged crucial roads and bridges in
Myanmar but have also effectively halted almost all
legal cross-border trade with China. The latest
offensive by the resistance has consequently led to
substantial economic disruption for the country.
[National Post]

Myanmar: Artillery shell claims civilian
lives

(sk) On November 22, an artillery shell claimed the
lives of at least 10 civilians attempting to escape the
besieged town of Laukkai.

Laukkai, situated near the China border and serving as
the administrative center of the Kokang Self-
Administered Zone, has been under siege by anti-
regime forces for nearly two weeks.

The origin of the fatal shell remains a point of
contention, with local accounts attributing it to the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA),
a member of the ethnic alliance currently involved in a
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major offensive against the junta. However, the
MNDAA disputes these claims, asserting that the shell
was fired by junta troops stationed at the Laukkai
Regional Operations Command.

The deteriorating conditions in Laukkai, marked by a
lack of electricity and soaring food prices, have
compelled residents to attempt escape despite the
risks and previous deadly incidents.

The MNDAA and its allies are reportedly advancing
toward Laukkai, positioning themselves in
Parhsinkyaw, approximately seven miles away, as part
of their efforts to gain control in the conflict zone.
Notably, the MNDAA already controls Chin Shwe Haw,
another key town along the Myanmar-China border,
and has successfully captured numerous junta
outposts in the vicinity. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Rebels kill over 200 junta
soldiers in 10-day battle for Loikaw

[jw/sk] On November 11, rebels initiated an offensive

to capture the Kayah State capital of Loikaw in a plan

entitled Operation 1111. Over the 10-day battle, more
than 200 junta troops were killed.

More than 20 junta military posts have been seized by
the resistance forces in Loikaw, Demoso, and Pekon.
Rebel troops additionally claimed that junta troops
abandoned another 15 military bases. Thus far, an
estimated 38 junta troops have been captured.

In response to these losses in Loikaw, the junta troops
increased their airstrikes and continued shelling the
city, resulting in the displacement of approximately
40,000 civilians.

The Karenni Humanitarian Aid Initiative, a local
volunteer organization, said that about 70 people have
been killed since November 11 as a result of the junta’s
shelling and airstrikes. Ten children are said to be
among those killed. [The Irrawaddy]

Meanwhile, 100 individuals, including women, children,
elderly individuals, and Buddhist monks, were
reportedly liberated by the Arakan Army (AA) from
junta custody in Pauktaw Township, Rakhine State.

The AA accused the military of abducting residents on
November 16, using them as hostages and human
shields.
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The rescue followed a battle between the AA and
regime forces, resulting in heavy casualties on both
sides. The AA plans to free remaining hostages and
continue targeting Myanmar army troops in Pauktaw.

In Sagaing Region, the Shwebo District People’s
Defence Force attacked a police station, seizing 12
rifles, with casualties reported. The military responded
with airstrikes, causing destruction in the area.

In Shan State, joint forces led by the Ta'ang National
Liberation Army and Mandalay PDF attacked and
seized several junta prisons, encountering prisoners
during the raids.

Aerial bombings in Nawnghkio, Kyaukme, Namhsan,
and Namkham townships resulted in civilian casualties
and destruction, with reports of airstrikes hitting
Mengman and Myothit villages. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Military Council readies
approximately 14,000 troops to safeguard
Naypyidaw

(wn) According to sources in Naypyidaw, the Military
Council is strategically deploying 14,000 troops to
fortify their headquarters in anticipation of a potential
nationwide attack. Covert measures involve the
discreet recall of thousands of troops from various
regions, coupled with the training of civilian employees
in Naypyidaw to assume security roles, as reported by
local residents.

This move appears to be a response to heightened
hostilities in Loikaw, the capital of Kayah State, situated
just five hours away from Naypyidaw. Reliable sources
close to military officials in Naypyidaw indicate that
approximately 10,000 combat troops from the Bago
and Yangon regions are being relocated to camps
within Naypyidaw Union Territory.

Adding to the reinforcement effort, a contingent of
4,000 commando troops from the camps in those
regions is slated for deployment to the capital during
the second week of this month, according to former
soldier, citing information from a news source within
the infantry commando unit of the Bridge U Township.
[lIrrawaddy Burmese]

Myanmar: Military crackdown on youth
strike destroys all shops at market
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(wn) On November 25, approximately 50 soldiers from
the military council entered the Dagon City New North
Township market, where a youth strike was underway,
and proceeded to destroy street shops.

The strike, organized by the anti-military Yangon force,
coincided with the presence of vendors and shoppers
in the market during the morning hours. Numerous
street shops were damaged, and the fish boxes of local
vendors were among the items destroyed.

Witnesses reported that market stalls and goods were
subsequently taken away by vehicles, and the CCTV
cameras on the market street were inspected. [RFA
Burmese]

Myanmar: More than 1,000 schools
deserted as fighting resumes in Rakhine

(wn) Education officials revealed that over 1,000
schools in western Myanmar have been deserted by
students, as reported by Radio Free Asia on Thursday.
The education department in Rakhine is advising
township education offices to encourage students to
attend school and asking schools to operate normally
in areas where it is possible.

Media controlled by the military junta reported that all
schools were open as usual and dismissed reports of
closures in ten townships as “fake news"”, even though
they had been reported by officials sanctioned by the
junta.

According to the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, over 26,000
individuals from 4,700 households in Rakhine state
have been forced to flee because of intense conflict.
The report also indicates that heavy shelling in
Maungdaw, Mrauk-U, Kyauktaw, and Ann townships
has resulted in the death of at least 11 local people
and caused injuries to more than 30 individuals.
[United Nation Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs] [RFA]

The Philippines: House of Representatives
Vice President calls for respect for
President’s position ICC jurisdiction on
country

(Ib) Vice President Sara Duterte emphasized the need
for the House of Representatives to honor President
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s stance regarding the
International Criminal Court's jurisdiction in the
country.

This came as the House Committee on Justice initiated
discussions on resolutions urging cooperation with the
ICC to investigate offenses linked to the Duterte
administration's anti-drug campaign.

Sara Duterte quoted Marcos Jr.'s statement rejecting
ICC involvement, emphasizing that the Philippines
withdrew from the ICC in 2019, negating its
jurisdiction. She argued that allowing foreign
intervention in cases within national legal jurisdiction is
unconstitutional and undermines local legal
institutions. [Manila Times]

Meanwhile, human rights groups, are urging the House
of Representatives to support resolutions that call for
the government's cooperation with the International
Criminal Court’s investigation into alleged crimes
against humanity committed during the anti-illegal
drugs campaign of former President Rodrigo Duterte.

House Resolution 1477, authored by Rep. Benny
Abante and Rep. Ramon Rodrigo Gutierrez, and a
similar resolution from the Makabayan bloc, seek
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s cooperation with the
ICC probe.

Notably, this marks the first time a member of the
House majority bloc, represented by Abante from the
National Unity Party, has supported ICC investigation
efforts related to the drug war killings.

The ICC appeals chamber rejected the Philippines’
appeal to halt the probe in July, allowing the
investigation to proceed.

Officially, 6,252 deaths occurred in Duterte's drug war,
but rights groups estimate up to 30,000 casualties,
with accusations of security forces acting with impunity
and only two convictions among law enforcers involved
in the drug war-related killings. [PhilStar]

Furthermore, Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla
has highlighted the need for a thorough examination
at the Department of Justice (DOJ) regarding
lawmakers' proposal for the government to collaborate
with the International Criminal Court (ICC), especially
since the Philippines is no longer a member of the ICC.

House Bill No. 1477, referred to by the House
Committee on Justice, was authored by House
Committee on Human Rights Chairperson Bienvenido
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“Benny” M. Abante Jr. and 1-Rider Party-list Rep.
Ramon Rodrigo L. Gutierrez.

The bill emphasizes the Philippines' recognition of
human rights and international law, citing the Supreme
Court's ruling affirming the ICC's jurisdiction over acts
committed by government actors until March 17, 2019,
despite the country's withdrawal from the Rome
Statute.

It urges government departments to provide full
cooperation to the ICC Prosecutor in investigating
alleged crimes within the ICC's jurisdiction. The DOJ
stated that the department will monitor the
discussions prompted by the House resolution,
refraining from premature comments, as this initiates
further discourse on the matter. [Philippine News
Agency]

The Philippines: Ex-political prisoners
demand resumption of peace talks
instead of 'bogus’' amnesty

(Ib) A group of former political prisoners under the
organization SELDA urged President Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. to resume peace talks with the
Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s
Army-National Democratic Front of the Philippines
(CPP-NPA-NDFP).

They criticized the recent amnesty program as a
"bogus peace plan" and emphasized the importance of
formal peace negotiations between the Government of
the Republic of the Philippines and the NDFP to
achieve lasting peace.

SELDA highlighted that addressing the roots of armed
conflict through comprehensive agreements on human
rights, socio-economic reforms, and political and
constitutional changes is crucial for ending nationwide
conflicts.

Marcos Jr. extended amnesty not only to members of
the Communist Party and New People's Army but also
to other rebel groups like the Partido ng Manggagawa
ng Pilipinas/Revolutionary Proletarian Army/Alex
Boncayao Brigade, Moro Islamic Liberation Front, and
Moro National Liberation Front to encourage their
return to legality.

The amnesty covers former rebels who engaged in
activities linked to their political beliefs. SELDA
proposed confidence-building measures for resuming
peace talks, including upholding previous agreements
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like the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL), releasing imprisoned peace consultants,
dropping alleged false charges against them, and
ensuring their protection under the Joint Agreement
on Safety and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG).

SELDA also urged the repeal of Executive Order 70,
which institutionalized the government's "whole-of-
nation" approach in tackling the ongoing communist
rebellion in the Philippines, and the dismantling of the
National Task Force to End Local Communist Armed
Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), which has faced criticism for
alleged human rights abuses.

The United Nations Special Rapporteur recommended
disbanding the NTF-ELCAC and scrapping the Anti-
Terrorism Act of 2020, citing concerns about targeting
government critics. Despite the government's hope to
end the communist armed rebellion in two years,
these objectives remain unmet, despite repeated
announcements by state forces. [PhilStar]

The Philippines: Former President Rodrigo
Duterte not prohibited by any law from
resuming political career

(Ib) Former PDP-Laban leader Johnny Pimentel stated
that there is no legal prohibition preventing former
President Rodrigo Duterte from pursuing a political
comeback, particularly as a vice presidential candidate,
under the Philippine Constitution, which limits the
presidency to a single six-year term without eligibility
for reelection.

Pimentel emphasized that in a democratic system, any
qualified citizen has the right to file a certificate of
candidacy. Edna Co, a former dean at UP National
College of Public Administration and Governance,
supported this perspective, noting that it's not
unprecedented for former presidents like Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo to return to politics, such as running
for Congress after their presidential terms.

Both Co and Pimentel acknowledged Duterte’s
unpredictability and suggested that given his nature of
changing statements, only time could reveal his
seriousness about running for vice president.

Duterte himself indicated a willingness to return to
politics if his daughter, Vice President Sara Duterte,
faces impeachment due to an alleged USD 2.2 million
confidential fund controversy. [CNN Philippines]
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The Philippines: Government in process of
canceling passport of expelled Negros
Oriental congressman Arnie Teves Jr

(Ib) The Philippine government, through Justice
Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla, has initiated the
process of revoking the passport of expelled Negros
Oriental congressman Arnie Teves Jr., who is wanted in
the country for multiple murder charges, including the
assassination of Negros Oriental governor Roel
Degamo and nine others on March 4 and the killing of
three individuals in 2019.

Teves, currently in Timor-Leste and reportedly seeking
asylum, faces hurdles as his request has been denied
by the Timor-Leste government.

Remulla highlighted that being a fugitive limits one’s
constitutional right to travel and shared plans to
involve Interpol by placing Teves on its red notice due
to his terrorist designation. Additionally, Teves will be
listed in the Philippine Center for Transnational Crime's
records as a fugitive. Remulla intends to send a letter
to Timor-Leste requesting Teves's extradition.

[PhilStar]

The Philippines: Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CCCI) urged to
promote employment to qualified PWDs

(Ib) The Cebu City Council has passed a resolution
urging members of the Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCCI) to actively promote equal
employment opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
(PWDs).

Councilor Jose Lorenzo Abellanosa filed the resolution,
aligning it with national provisions that advocate for
the fair employment of PWDs, emphasizing the
constitutional mandate to establish agencies
supporting the rehabilitation and integration of PWDs
into society.

Abellanosa highlighted provisions from the Magna
Carta for PWDs ensuring equal treatment in terms of
employment conditions, compensation, and benefits
for qualified disabled employees compared to able-
bodied individuals.

Stressing the LGUs' power to promote full
employment, the resolution encourages the CCCl, as a
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key business organization, to champion the
employment of qualified PWDs to enhance social
justice and integrate them as productive members of
society. The resolution received unanimous approval
from the Cebu City Council. [PhilStar]

The Philippines: Released rights activist
de Lima to sue ‘mass murderer’ Duterte

(Ib) Leila de Lima, a prominent human rights advocate
and fierce critic of former Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte, was released on bail after nearly seven years
behind bars.

As she seeks justice against Duterte, whom she labels
a "mass murderer," de Lima, known for her
investigations into alleged death squad killings, fears
retribution due to her vocal opposition.

She plans to file lawsuits against Duterte and others
while helping the International Criminal Court
investigate the drug war's atrocities. Despite her ordeal
and personal losses, including time with family, she
remains resolute in holding Duterte accountable and
hopes he faces legal consequences either domestically
or at The Hague.

Now free, she contemplates returning to law practice
and teaching, leaving open the possibility of a political
comeback while acknowledging the challenges therein.
Her ultimate wish is for Duterte to be brought to
justice while expressing concern about potential
threats she may face in her pursuit of accountability.
[Macau Business.com]

Singapore: Parliament passes law for
president, ministers to hold international
roles in private capacity

(Ib) Singapore's Parliament has approved
constitutional amendments that will allow the
president and ministers to take on international
appointments in their private capacities if it is deemed
to be in the national interest. The legislation passed
with 75 votes from the ruling People’s Action Party
(PAP) in favor, while eight opposition lawmakers
opposed it. [CNA 1]

This decision follows the assumption of the presidency
by Tharman Shanmugaratnam in September, who
currently holds several international appointments.
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The changes stipulate that the appointment must not
violate existing constitutional rules, and the Cabinet
must assess and advise the President to acceptitin the
national interest. The President must concur with the
Cabinet's advice and act accordingly. The amendments
also extend similar provisions to ministers, who will
need the Prime Minister's permission and be subject to
his instruction for such appointments.

The debate involved concerns about potential
distractions from official duties and the impact on
Singapore's interests, countered by arguments
emphasizing the advantages of enhancing the nation's
international standing. Opposition MPs questioned the
president's independent contributions to international
bodies under Cabinet advice, seeking clarity on
financial aspects and the assessment process for such
appointments.

Additionally, MP Jamus Lim concerns about the
proposed backdating of the legislative amendments to
September 2023 when President Shanmugaratnam
took office. Lim questioned the need for retroactivity in
this case, as well as whether the issues addressed
were sufficiently grave to warrant such a move. He also
asked when the government first became aware of the
constitutional conflict and why it was not raised as an
election issue. Lim suggested that the handling of the
matter may be seen as an abuse of the parliamentary
super-majority. [CNA 2]

Singapore: Tripartism works because PAP
government is pro-growth, pro-worker,
prime minister says

(Ib) During the NTUC National Delegates’ Conference,
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong has
highlighted the city-state's Singapore's successful
tripartism, attributing its effectiveness to the pro-
growth and pro-worker stance of the ruling People’s
Action Party government. [CNA]

Prime Minister Lee also discussed measures to ease
the cost of living for lower-income households and
emphasized the importance of government services
being cost-effective and efficient. He highlighted the
need for continuous adaptation in the face of changing
economic and technological landscapes and stressed
the importance of the government and trade unions
working together to foster transformation and
upgrading.
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Singapore: High COE prices affect ordinary
households, not just the wealthy,
opposition MP says

(Ib) In a recent Facebook post, opposition Workers'
Party MP Jamus Lim explained how the high prices of
the Certificate of Entitlement (COE), which allows
Singaporeans to own and drive cars, affect ordinary
households, not just the wealthy. [The Independent
SG]

He pointed out that two in five households in
Singapore own a car, and many of these are regular
families for whom a car is essential for daily activities,
including transporting children to school, grocery
shopping, and medical appointments. High COE prices
also impact semi-public transport options like taxis and
ride-sharing services.

Lim highlighted the need for reform in the COE system
to address rising transport costs. He proposed
solutions such as creating specialized COE categories,
introducing a category for electric vehicles (EVs), and
addressing high COE costs for motorcycle owners,
especially those from lower-income families.

Thailand: Prime Minister unveils
comprehensive economic revitalization
plan

(bk) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has outlined plan
to revive Thailand’s economy and enhance the well-
being of farmers during a speech the Standard
Economic Forum on November 23.

He highlighted the country's missed economic
opportunities due to political rifts and expressed the
government's commitment to competing
internationally for investor attention. He has been
actively inviting businesses from other countries to
invest in Thailand, emphasizing tax incentives, clean
energy policies and the nation's potential as a
production base. On-duty diplomatic representatives
are also instructed to actively promote Thailand's
strengths at their respective stations.

Addressing societal issues, Srettha expressed concern
over loan sharks affecting low-income individuals,
announcing forthcoming measures on November 28.
Plans to tackle debt to banks and financial institutions
will be revealed on December 12, 2023.
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The government aims to combat pork smuggling to
support pig farmers and plans a three-fold increase in
farmers' income over its four-year term. Measures for
water resources management and facilitating direct
buyer-farmer transactions via technology will be
announced by mid-February next year.

He emphasized the government's commitment to
stimulating the economy, including the THB 10,000
digital wallet scheme. [The Nation]

Thailand: Government plans strategic
FTAs

(bk) The government is actively formulating strategies
for Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with various
countries, aligning with state policies and emphasizing
the potential impacts on Thai farmers.

The first meeting of the International Economic Policy
Committee in 2023, chaired by Foreign Minister
Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara, outlined global trade
strategies. However, the Committee is still withholding
specific country details for future discussions.

The Committee plans to set the overall FTA strategy,
identify target countries and strategize on a country-
by-country basis in the next meeting. [National News
Bureau of Thailand]

Thailand: EEC approves 5-year plan

(bk) The Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) Policy
Committee has greenlit a 5-year development plan
(2023-2027) aiming for a substantial increase in
investment to THB 500 billion, up from the current THB
75 billion annually.

Led by Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai,
the plan seeks to boost the gross provincial product of
EEC provinces by 6.3 percent and improve the living
standards of local residents. The strategy encompasses
promoting targeted industry investments, enhancing
infrastructure, upskilling the workforce, developing
modern cities, and ensuring sustainable community
growth.

To attract foreign investment, a new visa scheme has
been approved, offering 10-year visas for investors in
specified industries, along with benefits like a fixed 17
percent personal income tax rate and fast-track work
permits.
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The EEC visa scheme covers specialists, executives,
professionals, and their families, with perks including
online reporting and fast-track airport channels,
starting in 2024. [National News Bureau of Thailand]

Thailand: Government launches national
measures for household debt resolution

(bk) On November 28, the Thai government announced
the designation of household debt resolution as a
national priority, with a focus on facilitating
negotiations between creditors and debtors and on
law enforcement.

The government aims to systematically address
informal debts outside the formal financial system,
with Prime Minister and Finance Minister Srettha
Thavisin - along with the National Police Office, the
Budget Bureau, and the National Economic and Social
Development Council - leading the initiative.

Informal Debt Resolution Centres will be established
nationwide to facilitate communication and assistance
for debtors. The public can register online or in person,
starting December 1, 2023.

The Finance Ministry will handle registration for debt
relief, utilizing administrative and legal measures, and
has disseminated urgent notices to district chiefs,
village leaders, and village committees to monitor
illegal money lending. Businesses in debt collection
must register under the law.

Legal actions will be taken against illegal lending
practices, with coordinated law enforcement efforts.
Progress reports on addressing complaints or handling
cases related to informal debts will be submitted to the
Ministry of Interior on the 15th of every month through
the informal debt resolution system, beginning from
December 15. [The Nation]

Thailand: Government's THB 500 billion
digital wallet funding plan met with public
disapproval

(bk) The government's THB 500-billion funding plan for
the digital wallet scheme is facing increasing
opposition.

The latest NIDA Poll, conducted from November 13-16,
indicates that a majority of people (50.69 percent)


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-gt/

oppose the government’s plan to borrow THB 500
billion for its digital wallet handout scheme. The survey
involved 1,310 respondents aged 18 and above.

While nearly 80 percent of the respondents believe
they meet the eligibility criteria for the THB 10,000
digital wallet, a significant portion (68.18 percent) of
those unsure or not meeting the criteria express little
to no anger about their ineligibility. Additionally, there
is disagreement about the condition that the digital
wallet should be used exclusively for certain
purchases, with 34.66 percent strongly disagreeing.
[The Nation 1]

Aside from the public opinion, the government's plan
to introduce the loan bill to finance the handout
scheme, scheduled to commence in May next year,
implies a constrained timeframe, requiring swift
approval through three readings in the House of
Representatives to meet the May launch deadline.

Any delay in the vetting process, lasting between seven
and 90 days, could jeopardize the bill's passage
through the Senate. The Senate has a 30-day deadline
for examining financial bills, extendable by another 30
days.

Potential changes by the Senate may further prolong
the process, leading to a 180-day suspension if the
House rejects the joint panel's version.

Independent organizations, including the State Audit
Office, Election Commission, and National Anti-
Corruption Commission, could pose additional hurdles
if they find violations of the Constitution or financial
laws.

The Constitutional Court may become the final arbiter
if these organizations challenge the bill's
constitutionality, while the Ombudsman's Office has
already received complaints seeking a ruling against
the legislation. [The Nation 2]

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin had expressed the
intention to consult the Council of State on the
scheme’s feasibility. However, the secretary-general of
the Office of the Council of State stressed that the
Council is tasked with determining the legal feasibility
of the scheme’s launch, confined to providing a 'yes' or
‘no’ response, so if the scheme is deemed possible, the
Finance Ministry could then proceed to draft a bill for
the THB 500 billion loan; if not, the Council is not in the
position to be involved in determining how the loan
can be secured. [The Nation 3]
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Thailand: Government, MFP and civil
society advance marriage equality laws

(bk) The Thai cabinet is set to propose amendments to
the Civil and Commercial Code to the parliament in
early December to enable the registration of marriages
without regard to gender.

Following the weekly meeting, Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin announced the cabinet's approval of a
marriage equality bill, which replaces key gendered
terms with neutral ones, such as "person" instead of
"man" or "woman" and "spouse" in place of "husband"
or "wife."

The changes would grant all couples equal rights,
including child adoption, inheriting from one's spouse,
and legal capacity regarding spouse's property
management. The government also aims to extend
welfare benefits to LGBTQ couples.

Two other bills with comparable amendments are also
in progress. One, resubmitted to the parliament by the
opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), similarly seeks
to get rid of the key gendered terms and additionally
raise the legal marriage age to be in line with
international child protection principles.

Another bill, proposed by gender equality activists,
aims to eliminate all gendered terms from the Code's
marriage and family sections: also replacing "father" or
"mother" with "parent".

This public-initiated bill is, however, subject to
gathering 10,000 signatures to be eligible for
introduction to the House of Representatives under
the 2021 Initiative Process Act. [Prachatai English]

Thailand: DSI Director-General abruptly
removed

(bk) The director-general of the Department of Special
Investigation (DSI), Pol Col Suriya Singhakamol, has
been unexpectedly removed from his position and
appointed as the deputy permanent secretary of
justice by the cabinet on November 28.

While no official explanation was provided, speculation
suggests that the move may be linked to Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin's dissatisfaction with the DSI's
handling of the crackdown on illegal import and
smuggling of frozen pork. The prime minister
expressed his displeasure during a recent meeting
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with the DSI chief, citing insufficient progress in
addressing the issue.

Following the incident, Suriya, in his Facebook post,
acknowledged his awareness of the inevitable transfer
and emphasized his commitment to this path from the
beginning. The Justice Minister did not propose a
replacement for Suriya during the cabinet meeting.

Currently, DSI officials are investigating the Siam
Makro wholesale chain, a subsidiary of the CP Group,
for purchasing imported frozen pork from companies
charged with illegal importation.

A total of 161 cargo containers of frozen pork have
been impounded at Laem Chabang deep-sea port
since September. Siam Makro issued a statement on
November 14, 2023, claiming to have stopped buying
pork from one of the implicated companies last year
after discovering substandard products. [Thai PBS
World]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha faces
impeachment over nepotism allegations

(ak) Srisuwan Janya has announced plans to file for the
impeachment of Prime Minister Srettha, citing serious
ethical violations in breach of constitutional articles
185 and 186.

This move comes on the heels of a reported comment
by Srettha during a meeting of Pheu Thai MPs
regarding police station chief appointments, where he
expressed confidence that “there will be more
heartbroken ones than happy ones in this room
regarding the posts requested,” due to requested
posts being filled.

Srisuwan quoted this statement as an abuse of
authority in the recruitment and appointment of
government officials, a violation of articles 185 and 186
of the Constitution. The former bans MPs and senators
from abusing their authority in “the recruitment,
appointment, reshuffle, transfer, promotion, salary
increase, or removal from office of a government
official.” The latter stipulates that Article 185 applies to
Cabinet members.

The Thai police force has long been plagued by
allegations of corruption and interference in
promotions. Srettha’s comment has sparked calls for
his resignation from figures like Pol Gen Sereepisuth
Temeeyaves, former national police chief, Seri Ruam
Thai Party leader, and Move Forward MP Rangsiman
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Rome. Former election commissioner Somchai
Srisutthiyakorn concurs with Srisuwan's interpretation
of the law and believes that Srettha's remark could
lead to impeachment. [The Nation]

Thailand: Charter referendum will cost
THB 3 billion, Election Commission
estimates

(ak) The Election Commission estimated that the cost
of organizing a referendum would cost 3 billion baht
which is higher than the previous price tag at THB 2.7
billion. The increase is attributed to an increase in
voters.

The estimate was made during a meeting with a
government panel held to study the referedum on the
amendment of the constitution.

The changes discussed include lowering the minimum
votes required for passing a referendum and the
question of how the referendum would be held.

Furthermore, Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai, who chaired the meeting, said the sub-
panel on public opinions has made headway, but they
have not heard from the ethnic groups in the North
and Muslim communities in the South. The panel will
also gather feedback from MPs and senators and later
the result of the hearing will be compiled and
presented to the main committee and cabinet.

Another sub-panel studying Section 256 of the
constitution regarding who and how members of the
charter drafing assembly will be selected are receiving
a splitting voice within the sub-panel.

Nikorn Chamnong, head of the hearing sub-panel also
shared the concern over the Referendum Act that it
might complicate the charter amendment process
especially on the requirement that over 50 percent of
citizens eligible must have voted and majority of the
eligible citizen must approve it in order to pass.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government reluctant to
support the MFP’'s amnesty bill push

(ak) MFP leader Chaithawat Tulathorn is pushing a bill
seeking an amnesty for individuals charged in
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politically motivated cases since the February 2006
protestors.

The bill promoted by the MFP was criticized for an
attempt to grant a blanket for offenders under Section
112 of the Criminal Code.

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said
that the government would rather wait for a decision
on the issue first and the MFP is free to gather input
from stakeholders and if a beneficial resolution was
reached, the government would support it as the
government fears the bill would lead to more conflict.

Earlier this month, Chaithawat met with Suwit
Thongprasert, an ex-activist monk who protested with
the then-People's Democratic Reform Committee
(PDRC) to oust the Yingluck administration. The
meeting was aimed at gaining support for the bill.

However, Suwit voiced concerns over the process of
passing the bill to be put in place to prevent a new
cycle of conflict. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister named new chief
negotiator of National Security Council for
the peace dialogue

(ak) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin selected Chatchai
Bangchuad, a deputy secretary-general of the National
Security Council (NSC) as new chief negotiator of the
government'’s peace dialogue panel in the far south. He
will replace Gen Wanlop Rungsanaoh in this role.
Based on the source, the PM wants this seat for the
civilian despite the two candidates are generals as he
wants to improve the image of the negotiation team
and soldiers. Bangkok Post

Thailand: Ministry of Commerce set to
revise commerce laws

(ak) Keerati Rushchano, a permanent secretary for
commerce, will serve as the chairman of a law
amendment committee to facilitate business
operations in accordance with the aims of ministry in
creating greater convenience for the public, farmers
and entrepreneurs and improve the country’s
competitiveness.

The plan will be divided into two phases of covering
laws at the level of acts and secondary level laws. The
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first phase would include the Copyright Act, the
Geographical Indication (Gl) Act, the Thai National
Shippers’ Council Act and the Export and Import of
Goods Act, all of them in urgent need for amendment.
Among the secondary-level laws, those which benefit
the public could be amended within 100 days while the
others will be gradually amended within 6-18 months.
[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Government honors Sri
Lankan journalist

(dgl) The Timor-Leste government has awarded the
Order of Timor-Leste to Freddy Gamage, a
distinguished Sri Lankan Catholic journalist and social
activist, in recognition of his unwavering commitment
and significant contributions to the country's struggle
for independence from Indonesia.

Gamage played a crucial role in advocating for Timor-
Leste's independence on a global scale, including in his
home country of Sri Lanka.

President Ramos Horta presented the award, the
country’s highest honor, on November 27, a day before
the nation commemorated 48 years since its 1975
declaration of independence from Portugal, preceding
its annexation by Indonesia a year later. [UCA News]

Vietham: Government establishes
steering committee to achieve national,
key energy projects

(tt) Vietnam has established a state steering committee
for national and key energy projects, with Deputy
Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha as its leader. The
committee's main tasks include proposing measures to
accelerate the progress of national and key energy
programs and projects, as well as assisting the prime
minister in directing and monitoring relevant ministries
and localities in implementing these programs and
projects. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

This move aligns with Vietnam's National Energy
Master Plan, which aims to transition to renewable
energy sources and reduce greenhouse gas emissions
while meeting increasing energy demand. When
favorable conditions exist, the plan aims to establish
and develop several clean energy centers in the
northern, central, and southern regions by 2030. It also
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intends to develop new energy production to meet
both domestic and export demand.

Vietham: New Deputy Minister of
Information and Communication
announced

(tt) Bui Hoang Phuong, previously the head of the
Department of Personnel and Organization under the
Ministry of Information and Communications, has
been promoted to Deputy Minister at the ministry. This
comes as part of a new leadership team led by Minister
Nguyen Manh Hung, who is joined by five Deputy
Ministers, including Phuong, as they take on their roles
in the ministry. [Ministry of Information and
Communications]

Vietham: Government plans to raise
effective tax rate on multinational
corporations as part of global agreement

(tt) Vietnam's parliament is poised to approve a
significant change in corporate taxation, introducing a
top-up tax for multinationals that will raise the
effective corporate levy rate to 15 percent starting in
January 2024. This move aligns with international
agreements, notably the efforts led by the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) to combat tax avoidance and
establish a more equitable global tax framework.
[Reuters]

Previously, Vietnam had intended to bundle the
approval of this tax with measures aimed at partially
compensating large foreign investors, particularly
major players like South Korean electronics giant
Samsung Electronics Co Ltd and U.S. chipmaker Intel
Corp. However, the compensation aspect is not on the
parliament's current agenda.

Under the new rules promoted by the OECD,
companies paying less than 15 percent in a low-tax
jurisdiction will face a top-up levy, either in that
jurisdiction or in their home country, starting next
year. While Vietnam's corporate income tax rate is
officially set at 20 percent, the country has traditionally
offered highly competitive effective tax rates,
sometimes as low as 5 percent, along with extended
periods of zero taxation to attract significant foreign
investments.
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The implementation of the new top-up tax is expected
to affect 122 foreign companies operating in Vietnam,
leading to a substantial increase in their tax liabilities.

According to government estimates, this change could
generate an additional annual revenue of USD 601.05

million for the state.

Vietnam: Government to extend pilot
program for mobile money services until
late 2024

(tt) The Vietnamese government has extended the pilot
use of telecom payment accounts for small-value
goods and services until December 31, 2024. This
extension allows customers to use their telecom
accounts for various transactions without requiring a
bank account, smartphone, or internet connection.
[Ministry of Information and Communications]

The Ministry of Information and Communications
reported that the number of clients using Mobile-
Money service exceeded 3.9 million as of May 2023,
with 69 percent of them in rural, remote, and
mountainous areas. There were 9,953 Mobile Money
service points nationwide, and the total number of
withdrawals, transfers, and payments through Mobile-
Money exceeded 26.1 million, with a total value of
approximately USD 70.1 million.
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China: Roadmap for Belt and Road
cooperation in the coming decade
unveiled

(ms) China has presented its roadmap for the next
decade of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through a
document titled “Vision and Actions for High-Quality
Belt and Road Cooperation: Brighter Prospects for the
Next Decade.”

Positioning the BRI as a global platform for
collaboration with an emphasis on innovation,
sustainability, and shared prosperity, the document
lacks substantial new or surprising elements. Instead,
it consolidates information from the white papers on
the Global Community of Shared Future released in
late September [see AIR No. 40, October/2023, 1] Rnd
President Xi Jinping's vision for the BRI articulated
during the Belt and Road Forum in late October [see
AiR No. 43, October/2023, 4].

In the upcoming years, the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) sets its sights on integrating trade with cutting-
edge technologies, including the Internet of Things, big
data, artificial intelligence (Al), and blockchain. With a
focus on high-quality development, the plan envisions
fostering equal cooperation and mutual benefit among
participating countries.

According to the document, the BRI has played a
pivotal role in enhancing global industrial and supply
chains, emphasizing their resilience. China has inked
over 200 cooperation agreements with countries and
international organizations, encompassing 83 percent
of nations with which it maintains diplomatic relations.

The commitment to openness and inclusivity is
highlighted, countering accusations of “debt trap”
diplomacy. The document emphasizes China's
proactive role in global cooperation, contrasting it with
the “small yard, high fence” approach of the Western
world. It paints a positive picture of the BRI's impact,
underscoring its contribution to global development
and prosperity. The emphasis on prominently
represented win-win cooperation contrasts with the
idea of a zero-sum game, primarily supported by the
USA. [China Daily] [Global Times] [Xinhua]

China introduces one-year visa waiver for
six countries in Asia and Europe
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(yq) The Chinese Foreign Ministry has announced a
one-year trial of a unilateral visa waiver policy for
ordinary passport holders from six countries. These
countries include France, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Spain, and Malaysia.

The policy has been introduced to promote the flow of
Chinese and foreign individuals and facilitate high-
quality development and opening up of the country to
the world, according to the ministry.

Effective from December 1, 2023, to November 30,
2024, this initiative allows for business, travel, tourism,
family visits, and transit for up to 15 days without
requiring a visa. [Lianhe Zaobao, in Chinese]

The German ambassador to China also welcomed the
decision, saying that China's decision would make it
easier than ever for many German citizens to travel to
China, and hoped that China would extend the
measure to all EU member states as soon as possible.
[rfi,in Chinese]

The Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
expressed his appreciation towards China for their
decision to implement a visa-free policy for Malaysian
ordinary passport holders. In response, the Malaysian
government will also be implementing a 30-day visa-
free travel policy for Chinese citizens starting
December 1st of this year. [China Daily]

BRICS leaders’ special video summit on
Palestine and Israel conflict

(yg) The BRICS countries, namely Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa, conducted a virtual summit on
November 21 to address the ongoing Gaza war. The
conference was also attended by several nations that
have been invited to join the BRICS group next year,
including Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Argentina,
and the United Arab Emirates.

The organization issued a joint statement calling for a
cessation of hostilities through the release of all
illegally detained civilians and a humanitarian
ceasefire. The statement was also signed by the Office
of the United Nations Secretary-General.

Chinese President Xi Jinping expressed deep concern
about the month-long conflict in Gaza and emphasized
timely intervention to voice justice and peace. Xi
outlined urgent actions: an immediate cease-fire,
humanitarian aid flow, and preventing conflict
escalation in the Middle East. He identified the root
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cause as the neglect of Palestinian rights and called for
a two-state solution. China actively pursues peace,
advocates for international consensus, and continues
humanitarian assistance. [Foreign Ministry, People’s
Republic of China, in Chinese]

It is worth noting that different countries have slightly
different perspectives on the Israel-Palestine conflict.
President Putin of Russia emphasized the BRICS' role in
finding a political solution. South Africa’s President
Ramaphosa condemned Israel’s actions as violating
international law, labeling them a war crime. The
Brazilian president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, referred
to the conflict as a humanitarian catastrophe but
refrained from using the term genocide. Notably,
India's Prime Minister Modi did not address the
gathering, leaving the country’s stance unclear. [The
New York Times]

Philippines-U.S. joint patrols in south
China sea elicit tensions with China

(yq) China’s military has accused the Philippines of
enlisting “foreign forces” and stirring up trouble in the
South China Sea, referring to joint patrols conducted
this week with the U.S. The southern theatre command
of the Chinese military stated that the Philippines, by
involving external forces, is undermining regional
peace and stability.

Philippine officials reported joint patrols with the U.S.
on November 21 in waters near Taiwan, a move
viewed as a pivot towards closer ties with the U.S.
under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. The Chinese
military pledged to maintain high vigilance, defend
sovereignty, and safeguard peace and stability in the
South China Sea.

Chinese foreign ministry warned both the U.S. and the
Philippines regarding their patrols on November 22,
emphasizing that they must not undermine China’s
territorial sovereignty and maritime rights. A Chinese
navy ship shadowed U.S. and Philippine warships
conducting joint patrols near Palawan province.
[Reuters 1] [Ministry of National Defense, People’s
Republic of China, in Chinese]

In response, the Philippines asserts its right to conduct
joint patrols with the U.S. in the South China Sea,
rejecting China's claim of enlisting "foreign forces."
National Security Adviser Eduardo Afio stated that the
Philippines is not stirring up trouble and aims to
protect its rights. Defence Secretary Gilberto Teodoro
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mentioned that there will be several iterations of joint
patrols moving forward.

The joint patrols have heightened tensions with China,
which claims a vast portion of the South China Sea
based on a disputed “nine-dash line.” The Philippines
rejects China's claims and emphasizes its support for a
free and open Indo-Pacific. [Reuters 2]

On November 25, the Chinese military warned a U.S.
warship that entered Chinese territorial waters off the
Xisha Islands in the South China Sea and has organized
air and naval forces to track and monitor it and remove
it.[Ministry of National Defense, People’s Republic of
China, in Chinese]

The US Seventh Fleet responded with a statement
saying that the USS Hopper was conducting freedom of
navigation operations (FONOP) in the waters of the
South China Sea near the Xisha Islands in accordance
with international law, asserting the right and freedom
of navigation. This follows the Xi-Biden Summit on
November 15, which agreed to resume high-level
military communications, including restarting calls
between the theatre commanders of the two armies

[see AR No. 47, November/2023, 3]. [U.S. 7th Fleet]

In the latest development, on November 26, Xerxes
Trinidad, Director of Philippine Army Public Affairs
Office confirmed that two Chinese fighter jets were
seen “orbiting” a Philippine aircraft during joint sea and
air exercises with Australia in the South China Sea.
However, it did not result in any incidents. [Reuters 3]

China, S. Korea, Japan foreign ministers
meet

(ga) South Korea hosted the 10th Trilateral Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Busan on November 26, where
South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin met with
Japanese Foreign Minister Kamikawa Yoko and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. This meeting marks the first
held since 2019 due to restrictions around COVID-19.

The meeting was primarily focused on paving the way
for the 9th Trilateral Summit, which involves the
leaders of the three countries. Bilateral meetings
between were also held between each of the
participants, although details were not readily available
for what was discussed.

During the trilateral meeting, the ministers
commented on the importance of their relationship to
regional security and prosperity. The ministers agreed
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that the Trilateral Summit, at which the countries’
leaders will meet, should take place as soon as is
convenient, although no specific date was given.

In addition to discussions preparing for the Trilateral
Summit, the ministers discussed exchange of people,
scientific cooperation, sustainable development, public
health cooperation, trade, tackling climate change, and
national security arrangements.

The ministers also discussed international security
situations, such as North Korea, the Israel-Hamas
conflict, and the Russian war against Ukraine.

Kamikawa expressed Japan’s desire to see the
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula following the
recent launch of a satellite by North Korea. On that
issue, Wang said that “continued tensions on the
Korean Peninsula do not serve the interest of any
side”.

Discussing the Israel-Hamas conflict, Kamikawa
welcomed the recent releases of hostages and hoped
that more could be done to alleviate the conflict and
prevent it from spreading to other parts of the Middle
East. Kamikawa also reaffirmed Japan’s support for
Ukraine and sanctions against Russia for its war
against Ukraine.

Wang proposed that future trilateral meetings could
include other countries as participants as well, “to
benefit more countries and regions”, which both Japan
and South Korea supported in principle. Wang also
suggested the resumption of free trade discussions
between the three countries. [Foreign Ministry, South
Korea] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China] [Xinhual

The Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting represents
the first step of following through on the three
countries’ agreement in September to host a trilateral
leaders’ summit at the “earliest possible time”. It is
estimated that a leaders’ summit could take place in
late December [see AIR No. 39, September/2023, 4].

Greenpeace criticizes the use of carbon
offsets in China

(yq) Environment group Greenpeace’s recent report
underscores the risks associated with carbon offsets in
China, particularly concerning liquefied natural gas
(LNG) imports.
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The report alleges that Chinese oil and gas companies,
including PetroChina and CNOOC (China National
Offshore Oil Corporation) Gas and Power, are buying
low-quality carbon offsets to mask their insufficient
emissions reduction commitments. Approximately 85
percent of all carbon-neutral LNG cargoes have been
reportedly sold to Asian buyers. Greenpeace
emphasizes the shortcomings and inconsistencies in
forestry carbon projects in China, urging authorities to
disregard faulty carbon offsets in the context of net-
zero and decarbonization targets. Li Jiatong,
Greenpeace East Asia’s project leader, warns against
the use of carbon offset credits in net-zero pledges,
stating that they serve as a smokescreen for major
polluters to conceal their ongoing and even increased
CO2 emissions.

PetroChina has not provided any comment in response
to the request made. The parent company of CNOOC
Oil and Gas has clarified that it was not involved in the
specific LNG purchase. Shell has opted to decline
comment on the Greenpeace report. [Reuters] [Carbon
Herald]

North Korea informs Japan of satellite
launch despite Japanese consternation

(ic) Japan's Coast Guard stated on November 21 that
they had been notified in its capacity as the
coordinating authority for the International Maritime
Organization for those waters of a launch plan by
North Korea. North Korea informed Japan of its plans
to launch a rocket carrying a space satellite in the
direction of the Yellow Sea and East China Sea between
November 22 and December 1. This would be the third
reported attempt in 2023 by North Korea to launch a
spy satellite, in an attempt to make good on its plan to
have a fleet of satellites to monitor moves by US and
South Korean troops.

On top of an immediate condemnation by Japanese
Prime Minister Kishida Fumio, Japan continues to
maintain its order to the Japan Self-Defense Force
(JSDF) since May to destroy any projectile that falls
within the country's territory with ground-based
Patriot Advanced Capability-3 interceptor missiles and
Aegis-equipped destroyers. [Asahi Shinbun 1] [Kyodo
News 1]

Thereafter, the Japanese Ministry of Defense
confirmed on November 24 that a military
reconnaissance satellite North Korea launched on the
night of November 21 had entered Earth’s orbit. This
follows similar announcements by the North Korean
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Korean Central News Agency on November 22 and
South Korean military on November 23. Nevertheless,
US, Japanese, and South Korean officials are still jointly
analyzing the new object to assess whether this launch
has been successful. [Asahi Shinbun 2] [Kyodo News 2]

Named Malligyong-1, it has been reported that
President Kim Jong-Un of North Korea hosted a
banquet for scientists and space program workers on
November 28 to look at “detailed” images of the White
House, the Pentagon and US nuclear aircraft carriers
supposedly taken the night before. The images have
not been released. South Korean intelligence officials
have said they believe Russia helped the North launch
Malligyong-1 in return for ammunition for the war in
Ukraine. [The Guardian]

On the same day, Chief Cabinet Secretary Matsuno
Hirokazu warned about the threat to regional security
posed by the satellite. [Nippon.com]

The two earlier attempts by North Korea to launch the
rocket had ended in failure. [BBC] [Reuters]

North Korea’'s successful launch of first
spy satellite

(ap) On November 21, the North Korean government
announced the successful launch of its spy satellite
“Malligyong-1" into orbit, following two previous
unsuccessful attempts earlier this year.

State media Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)
reported that the National Aerospace Technology
Administration (NATA) carried out the launch from the
Sohae Satellite Launching Station. It also KCNA
reported that spy satellite has taken photos of the
White House, the Pentagon and nuclear aircraft
carriers docked at a U.S. naval base. [KCNA 1] [KCNA 2]

The move came a day after Pyongyang notified Tokyo
of its intention to launch the satellite within a nine-day
window between November 22 and December 9 [see
AiR No. 47, November 2023/3].

In response, South Korea decided to partially suspend
the inter-Korean 2018 military agreement and to
resume front-line aerial surveillance. The accord
between the two countries created buffer zones along
land and sea boundaries and no-fly zones above the
border.

The South Korean National Security Council defended
the move emphasizing that resumption of surveillance
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flights is aimed at safeguarding South Korea's security
in response to North Korean provocations. The future
of the agreement will be contingent on North Korea's

actions moving forward, the NSC is cited saying.

In addition to these security measures, South Korea
and the UK are set to collaborate on a joint sea patrol
to monitor North Korean activities and strengthen
bilateral relations. A forthcoming accord, to be signed
by South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, will focus on reinforcing
sanctions on North Korea in the Indo-Pacific region,
according to NK Times. [AP] [Yonhap] [NK News 1]

The United Nations, Japan and the US, for their parts,
condemned the launch and reiterated the call for
North Korean denuclearization.

The UN Security Council has previously prohibited
North Korea from satellite launches, viewing them as a
guise for the use of nuclear missile technology.
[Reuters] [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

Meanwhile, shortly after North Korea's launch, a
Russian military jetliner operated by the Russian Air
Force, identified as an llyushin 1I-62M passenger plane,
departed Vladivostok for North Korea, completing the
one-hour flight.

Despite the flight's purpose not being officially
disclosed, the Russian Embassy in North Korea denied
having any information about it. Speculation suggests
that the aircraft may have carried technicians and
senior Russian officials providing technical assistance
to North Korea. Notably, a similar unannounced flight
of the llyushin II-62M occurred in August after Russian
Minister of Defense Sergei Shoigu visited Pyongyang
for military talks. [NK News 2]

Moscow's move has drawn attention to the military
cooperation between the two nations, particularly
following the September meeting between President
Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
[see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

South Korean president concludes
successful European tour, strengthens
ties, efforts to secure 2030 World Expo

(tms) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol wrapped
up a significant six-day European tour, from 21-26
November, leaving a lasting impact on diplomatic
relations and global partnerships.
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Yoon and First Lady Kim Keon Hee commenced their
state tour in Britain, marking the first state guests
since King Charles llI's coronation in May. The visit,
aligned with the 140th anniversary of diplomatic ties,
featured notable ceremonial events, such as a carriage
procession to Buckingham Palace and a grand state
banquet. [Yonhap 1]

During a speech before the British parliament, Yoon
outlined a vision for future collaboration in security,
trade, and digital technologies. [Yonhap 2] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs 1]

A crucial outcome of the visit was the signing of the
“Downing Street Accord” following a summit with
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, which outlined 45
tasks to elevate security and economic ties to a “global
strategic partnership,” moving beyond the 2013-
established “broad and creative partnership.”

Measures included a “two plus two” foreign and
defense ministerial meeting, joint patrols to enforce
international sanctions against North Korea, and the
establishment of a Strategic Cyber Partnership to
counter cyber threats.

The tour addressed the looming threat of North
Korea's nuclear program, necessitating adjustments to
Yoon's schedule, including leading a National Security
Council meeting from London.

South Korea and Britain also committed to deepening
collaboration on the responsible military use of
artificial intelligence (Al) and initiating negotiations to
upgrade their bilateral free trade agreement. [Yonhap
3] [Yonhap 4] [Yonhap 5] [Reuters] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs 2]

From London, Yoon proceeded to Paris to make a final
pitch for Busan’s bid to host the 2030 World Expo.
Competing against Riyadh and Rome, Yoon engaged
with the diplomatic corps and Bureau International des
Expositions (BIE) member states to garner support
ahead of the decisive vote.

This marks Yoon's second trip to Paris since taking
office, following a June visit to attend a BIE general
assembly and present South Korea's vision for the
World Expo as a platform to address global challenges.
[Yonhap 6] [Yonhap 7] [Yonhap 8]

South Korea hosts 8th International
Conference on Law of the Sea
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(tms) The South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs
organized the 8th International Conference on the Law
of the Sea in Seoul from 20-21 November.

Under the theme "Law of the Sea for the Next
Generation: BBNJ Agreement, from Definition to
Regulation," the event, co-hosted by the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) and the Korean
Society of International Law (KSIL), marked the
culmination of the three-year "Law of the Sea for the
Next Generation" series launched in 2021.

In the opening ceremony, Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs Oh Youngju delivered welcoming remarks,
alongside ITLOS President Tomas Heidar and KSIL
President Kang Pyoung-Keun, who offered
congratulatory remarks. [Introductory Remarks by H.E.
Judge Tomas Heidar, President of the ITLOS]

The keynote speech by Professor Paik Jin-Hyun, former
President of ITLOS, underscored the profound
significance of the BBNJ Agreement.

The conference, comprising five sessions, delved into
key aspects of the BBNJ Agreement, including marine
genetic resources, area-based management tools like
marine protected areas, environmental impact
assessments, capacity-building, transfer of marine
technology, and cross-cutting issues such as dispute
settlement. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

South Korea, US, Japan conduct joint
naval drills amidst North Korean threats

(tms) South Korea, the United States, and Japan jointly
conducted naval exercises off the Korean Peninsula's
southern waters to enhance their defense against
North Korea's advancing nuclear and missile
capabilities.

The joint drill featured the US nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier USS Carl Vinson, stationed at a naval base in
Busan, 320 kilometers southeast of Seoul.

Aegis-equipped destroyers from the South Korean
Navy and Murasame-class destroyers from the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force participated in the air
defense and maritime exercise.

The trilateral maneuver aimed to strengthen the
collective defense posture in response to North
Korea's recent military spy satellite launch and claims
of surveillance over US bases. [Yonhap]
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South Korean foreign minister engages in
talks with Central African counterpart

(tms) South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin engaged
in discussions with Central African Republic
counterpart Sylvie Baipo-Temon, focusing on bilateral
relations and collaboration.

Minister Park expressed optimism about Central
African Republic President Faustin-Archange
Touadera's potential visit to South Korea for the
upcoming South Korea-Africa summit, scheduled for
the first half of the year.

Park sought the republic's backing for Seoul's bid to
host the 2030 World Expo in Busan, with the winner to
be revealed in Paris next week.

The talks also covered enhancing economic
cooperation, particularly in agriculture and
development. [Yonhap]

South Korea, AlIB explore financial
collaboration

(tms) South Korea's Finance Minister Choo Kyung-ho
and China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB) President Jin Liqun held discussions in Seoul to
strengthen bilateral cooperation in the financial sector
and collaborate on joint infrastructure projects.

Minister Choo sought AlIB support for South Korean
companies seeking investment projects and
encouraged partnerships between South Korean
financial institutions and the AlIB.

Choo further requested an expansion of South Korean
staff employment within the multilateral lender.

President Jin expressed hope for enhanced ties, citing
South Korea's economic development experience and
technology capabilities.

South Korea is the fifth-largest stakeholder in AlIB,
established in 2016 to fund sustainable regional
economic projects. [Yonhap]

South Korea joins NATO cyber defense
exercise for the first time, strengthening
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collaborative efforts

(tms) South Korea is making its debut in NATO's Cyber
Coalition 2023, an annual cyber defense exercise in
Estonia, marking a milestone in their collaboration.

The move, takes place from 27 November to 1
December, aims to boost joint capabilities among the
35 NATO members and partners, along with the
European Union, in countering cyber threats.

The South Korean Cyber Operations Command has
sent three members to Estonia, while eight others are
participating virtually.

This engagement follows the adoption of the
Individually Tailored Partnership Program in July,
demonstrating an expanded collaboration between
South Korea and NATO across 11 areas, encompassing
antiterrorism, nonproliferation, emerging technologies,

[Yonhap] [Korea Herald]

Pakistan seeks BRICS membership,
despite India roadblock, seeks Russia’s
help

(mha) Pakistan has officially submitted its request to
join the BRICS, a group comprising five major emerging
economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa.

BRICS is seen by many analysts as a challenge to the
dominance of the United States and its Western allies
in shaping global policy. At the last BRICS summit in
South Africa in August, over 40 countries expressed
interest in joining the group. It was announced that six
new countries, including Egypt, Ethiopia, Argentina,
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Iran, would join BRICS next
year, highlighting the bloc's growing appeal.

While some experts in Pakistan see joining BRICS as a
positive step, there are challenges. India, a BRICS
member, has been known to oppose Pakistan's
involvement in various international forums. The
relationship between India and Pakistan, especially in
the context of their border tensions and geopolitical
rivalry, could influence Pakistan's bid for BRICS
membership. Moreover, BRICS decisions require
consensus among its members, and any new entrant
must secure approval from existing members.

At the same time, with Russia set to lead BRICS from
next year, the country will play an influential role in
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determining the organization’s future direction.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has previously
expressed Moscow's commitment to expanding the
organization, indicating potential support for Pakistan’s
bid. [The News] [The Express Tribune] [Al Jazeera]

G20 leaders back reform of multilateral
banks, India’s finance minister says after
meeting

(mz) Following a virtual G20 leaders' meeting, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman highlighted India's robust
push for reforming multilateral development banks,
describing it as "bigger, bolder, and more effective."
She noted significant momentum on this agenda,
encompassing institutions like the World Bank, African
Development Bank, and Inter-American Bank, along
with key stakeholders. Both the United States and
Germany are aligning to provide increased funding,
aiming not only to reduce poverty but also to help
developing economies tackle the global climate crisis.
[Times of India]

Sitharaman also disclosed the readiness of a crypto
asset framework, emphasizing its applicability to nearly
100 member nations of the Financial Stability Board,
extending beyond the G20 countries. Collaboration
among the IMF, FSB, and FATF is set to establish an
effective mechanism. The finance minister anticipates
further clarification during Brazil's presidency,
highlighting a shift in the global policy discourse on
crypto assets recognized during the Indian presidency.
She emphasized the varying risks associated with
crypto assets across economies, particularly the more
severe risks faced by developing countries.

Additionally, Sitharaman underscored G20 leaders'
emphasis on India's digital public interface, revealing
that seven MoUs have been signed. Advanced
discussions are ongoing for cross-border acceptance of
UPI, reflecting agreements with Singapore and the
United Arab Emirates. The true impact of these
reforms on the global economy will become clearer as
signatories move toward implementation.

ILO report calls for countries to
strengthen safety net as deaths due to
work-related factors increase

(Im) A new report from the International Labour
Organization (ILO) reveals that nearly 3 million workers
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die every year globally due to work-related accidents
and diseases. More than 63 percent of these deaths
occur in the Asia-Pacific region. [The Hindu]

Long working hours (55 hours or more per week) were
the leading cause of work-related deaths, resulting in
almost 745,000 people dying in 2016. Exposure to
occupational particulate matter, gases, and fumes and
occupational injuries were the other significant causes.

The report emphasizes the importance of ratifying ILO
conventions related to occupational safety and health
and calls for safer working environments globally.

Russia accuses United States of
interference in internal matters of
Bangladesh

(ps/Im) The United States and Russia have engaged in a
war of words regarding their involvement in
Bangladesh's upcoming parliamentary elections
scheduled for January 7 next year.

On November 22, Moscow claimed that the US
ambassador to Bangladesh, Peter Haas, and a high-
ranking representative of the local opposition had
discussed plans to organize mass anti-government
protests in Bangladesh. Washington responded,
accusing Russia of making a "deliberate
mischaracterization" of its foreign policy and stating
that the US aims to see free and fair elections
conducted peacefully in Bangladesh without
supporting any political party.

This exchange of accusations follows earlier criticism
by the US State Department regarding Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov's comments on US interference
in the region, including Bangladesh. [Dhaka Tribune]
[The Daily Star]

World Bank grants USD 300 million loan to
Bangladesh for installing gas meters

(ps) The Economic Relations Division (ERD) of
Bangladesh has finalized a USD 300 million loan
agreement with the World Bank to fund the prepaid
gas meter project. The project aims to install 1,228,000
prepaid gas meters, with a significant portion
designated for residential customers of Titas Gas and
Western Gas Company. The initiative is part of efforts
to modernize and improve the efficiency of the energy
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sector in Bangladesh, aligning with the government's
vision for a Smart Bangladesh. [Dhaka Tribune]

More Rohingya take children as they
leave Bangladesh by boat, aid groups
warn

(ps) A growing number of Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh are embarking on dangerous sea journeys,
often with their families, as they seek better prospects
amid dwindling hopes of returning to Myanmar or
being resettled elsewhere. [Dhaka Tribune] [Reuters]

The Rohingya, who fled Myanmar's military crackdown
in 2017, have traditionally taken to the sea in small
boats, primarily consisting of young males. However, in
recent times, entire families, including parents with
children and extended families, are undertaking these
perilous voyages. This year, data from the UN refugee
agency shows that 31 percent of the Rohingya
departing on boats were children.

Conditions in refugee camps have worsened, with the
UN cutting food aid to the refugees in Bangladesh by a
third due to funding shortages, leaving many families
struggling to afford even basic meals. Additionally, the
prospect of returning to Myanmar has become
increasingly slim, with ongoing insecurity and a lack of
progress in repatriation talks. As a result, many
Rohingya feel they have no choice but to take their
chances at sea, despite the significant risks involved in
such journeys.

Bhutan, India, Nepal to joinin a
collaborative effort to curb wildlife
trafficking in the region

(hp) Bhutan, India and Nepal have joined forces to
prevent wildlife trafficking in the South Asia region. A
nine-day workshop was held to train law enforcement
agencies in India, Bhutan and Nepal on effective ways
to combat wildlife trafficking in the region.

The workshop is being conducted by experts from the
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) of the
Government of India, the National Crime Bureau, the
Centre for Cell and Molecular Biology (CCMB), the
Forest Research Institute (FRI) and the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII). The event is aimed at increasing the
participants' knowledge and skills in curbing wildlife
trafficking in South Asia, as well as providing
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information on topics such as human-wildlife conflict,
wildlife forensics, seizure of live animals and the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES).

This regional project includes endeavors such as
training trainers, providing training for law
enforcement officers, introducing fresh resources and
technology, and assisting with more successful
prosecution and judiciary work, the report stated. The
project also seeks to strengthen SAWEN (the South
Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network) as the primary
regional organization fighting against wildlife
trafficking in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Sri
Lanka. [WWEF] [Firstpost] [PSU Watch]

Bangladesh proposes trilateral energy
mechanism to India, Nepal

(Im) Bangladesh has put forth a proposal to establish a
trilateral Joint Working Group and Joint Steering
Committee involving Nepal, India, and Bangladesh
aimed at strengthening cooperation in the energy
sector. Currently, each of these countries has bilateral
mechanisms for energy cooperation with the others.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal's existing bilateral mechanisms with India
include the Joint Working Group (JWG) at the joint
secretary level and the Joint Steering Committee (JSC)
at the secretary level. These mechanisms were
established as part of the Agreement on “Electric
Power Trade, Cross-border Transmission
Interconnection, and Grid Connectivity” signed in
October 2014.

Similarly, Nepal and Bangladesh have established
mechanisms based on a “Memorandum of
Understanding on Cooperation in the Field of Power
Sector” between the two nations in August 2018.

This proposal comes at a time when Nepal, India, and
Bangladesh have been engaging in bilateral
discussions regarding power trade and investment in
hydropower projects in Nepal. There have been
discussions about exporting 40MW of electricity from
Nepal to Bangladesh through Indian transmission
infrastructure, and there are plans to establish a
dedicated transmission line for power trade between
Nepal and Bangladesh, which would involve India's
cooperation.

Additionally, Nepal and Bangladesh have shown
interest in involving India in the development of the
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683MW Sunkoshi-3 hydropower project, making it a
trilateral venture. The intent is to export electricity
generated from this project to Bangladesh, which
would require cooperation from India.

India, European Commission sigh MoU on
semiconductors

(hp/Im) Indian and the European Commission have
signed an agreement on on working arrangements on
semiconductors ecosystem, its supply chain and
innovation under the framework of EU-India Trade and
Technology Council (TTC). [Moneycontrol] [Hindustan
Times] [European Commission]

In related developments, the Indian co-chairs of the
TTC, Minister of External Affairs S Jaishankar, Minister
for Railways, Communications, Electronics and
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Minister of Commerce Piyush Goyal recently engaged
in a stock-taking call with their European counterparts
to assess the progress made under the EU-India TTC.
[Mint]

Both partners have committed to regular meetings and
reporting under the TTC framework to ensure the
successful implementation of their objectives. The next
TTC Ministerial Meeting is scheduled to take place in
early 2024 in India.

The EU-India TTC represents a crucial partnership as
both regions seek to enhance their cooperation. It was
launched in April 2022 as part of the EU's broader
strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific,
complementing digital partnerships established with
other Asian partners. This TTC is the second such
bilateral forum for the EU and the first with India,
highlighting the importance of their collaboration in
trade and technology.

European Union provides EUR 15 million
to Sri Lanka to promote food sector
growth

(If) Sri Lanka and the European Union (EU) have inked a
financing pact aimed at fostering a circular economy
and sustainable consumption and production within
the food sector, finalising the deal on November 26.
The EU will provide a grant of EUR 15 million, intending
to bolster food availability for vulnerable populations
through more efficient distribution mechanisms,
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curbing food waste, and converting waste into valuable
farming inputs such as organic fertiliser and animal
feed. Moreno Carmen, the EU Ambassador to Sri Lanka
and the Maldives, emphasised the significance of
adopting a circular economy model amidst numerous
challenges faced by Sri Lanka. Carmen highlighted the
transformative potential of this model in developing
new technologies, business models, and fostering
entrepreneurship and innovation for a thriving
economy.

The EU grant, titled 'Promoting a Circular Economy in
the Food Sector,' aligns with the Paris Agreement, the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the EU
Green Deal's external dimension, and specifically, SDG
12 on responsible consumption and production. It
further supports Sri Lanka's commitments under the
2021 updated National Determined Contributions
(NDCs) and the National Policy on Sustainable
Consumption and Production.

Post the agreement's signing, the EU plans to engage
implementing partners for the support's delivery. The
project's overarching goal is to aid Sri Lanka in
addressing its economic crisis by enhancing resilience,
improving food security and nutrition, and mitigating
the impact of human activities on health, environment,
biodiversity, and transportation. This, in turn,
contributes to the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions.

Specific objectives of the project include reducing
losses and increasing the recovery, processing, and
supply of edible and safe food surplus, and managing
waste for the benefit of vulnerable consumers and
food producers. Additionally, the project aims to
enhance the efficiency of sustainable production,
distribution, and consumption models related to food
waste and single-use plastic food packaging. Carmen
reiterated the importance of promoting circular
economy practices for Sri Lanka, emphasising their
role in averting future crises and establishing long-
term food security and sustainability. [Daily Mirror]
[Adaderana]

Foxconn invests USD 1.6 billion in India
expansion plan amid diversification from
China

(Im) Foxconn, the company behind iPhone production,
is set to invest USD 1.6 billion in undisclosed
construction projects in India, according to an
exchange filing in Taiwan. While the company has not
provided specific details about the projects, it cited
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"operational needs" as the reason for the investment.
[South China Morning Post]

Foxconn has been steadily expanding its presence in
India as part of its strategy to diversify away from
China amid growing tensions between China and the
United States. In September, a Foxconn representative
in India announced plans to double the company's
business in the country. This investment may relate to
ongoing projects, including the construction of
component factories and semiconductor equipment
manufacturing plants in India.

UN refugee agency urges Pakistan to halt
deportation of Afghan refugees during
winter

(fd/tj) The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) has called on
Pakistan to stop deporting undocumented Afghan
refugees under the harsh winter conditions, citing
concerns for their safety. [Reuters]

Since November 1, Pakistan has been cracking down
on foreigners residing in the country without legal
documentation, a group that includes an estimated 1.7
million Afghans. Previously, human rights
organizations had expressed concerns regarding the
abusive treatment of refugees by Pakistani forces [see
AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

Last week, the UNHCR has emphasized that returns
should be voluntary, and that Pakistan should identify
vulnerable individuals in need of international
protection. Many Afghan refugees fear returning to
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan, prompting some to go into
hiding to avoid deportation.

In related developments, Balochistan’s caretaker
Information Minister Jan Achakzai said that the second
phase of a crackdown against illegal foreigners has
already been initiated and the government is aiming to
expel as many as 1 million by January 2024. [Geo
News]

Pakistan hosts multinational joint
counterterrorism exercise

(Im) A two-week-long multinational counter-terrorism
exercise, named "Exercise Fajar Al Sharg-V," has
concluded in northwest Pakistan. The exercise involved
special forces from Pakistan, Bahrain, Irag, and Kuwait
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and was held at the National Counter Terrorism Centre
Pabbi in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. [Anadolu
Ajansi]

Pakistan's Caretaker Prime Minister
Kakar visits United Arab Emirates, Kuwait

(Im) Pakistan's Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar has been busy strengthening diplomatic
and economic ties with key Gulf nations.

United Arab Emirates

During his visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Pakistan and the UAE signed several Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) in various sectors, including
energy, port operations, wastewater treatment, food
security, logistics, minerals, banking, and financial
services. The UAE is an essential trade partner for
Pakistan and a significant source of remittances due to
its large Pakistani expatriate community. [MOFA
Pakistan] [Geo News]

Kuwait

In Kuwait, Prime Minister Kakar is set to sign seven
MoUs worth USD 10 billion. These agreements
encompass a wide range of sectors, including water
reservoir expansion, mining facilities, mangrove forest
protection, information technology investments, and
food security projects. The aim is to boost bilateral
trade and reach an annual trade volume of USD 1
billion within the next two to three years.

The economic relationship between Pakistan and
Kuwait is growing, with Kuwait providing aid to
Pakistan during natural disasters and Pakistan sending
medical personnel to assist Kuwait during the COVID-
19 pandemic. [Arab News]

Cambodia elected host of next year’s
Convention on mine-free world

(dqgl) At the Meeting of State Parties to Mine Ban
Convention, held on November 24, Cambodia was
elected to chair and host the 5th Review Conference of
the Mine Ban Convention in 2024.

The decision makes Cambodia the fifth country in the
world and the first Asian country to chair and host the
review conference, that is expected to see the
participation of 164 member countries and observer
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states, along with international organizations and
institutions.

The inaugural was hosted in Kenya in 2004, followed
by Colombia in 2009, Mozambique in 2014, and
Norway in 2019. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia to continue to receive support
from international agricultural research
and training organization

(dqgl) The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) has
vowed to continue to support the development of
policies and incentives aimed at promoting sustainable
rice production, value chain development and
agriculture as well as adapting to climate change in
Cambodia.

The pledge was made during a meeting on November
25 between First Vice President of Cambodia’s National
Assembly Cheam Yeap and IRRI Director General Ajay
Kohli the 31st Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific
Parliamentary Forum in Manila, Philippines.

During the meeting, the two sides also discussed ways
to strengthen relations and cooperation for the future,
with a focus on agriculture, especially rice. This
involves improving sustainable rice production
systems and smart agriculture as well as climate
change response and post-harvest management.

Also discussed were genetic rice solutions for climate
change adaptation, assistance in modern seed
production technology, and additional capacity
building for Cambodian rice scientists and breeders.
[Khmer Times]

Malaysia-ASEAN: Malaysian army chief
vows to prioritize strengthening regional
defense ties

(mw) Malaysian Army Chief General Datuk Muhammad
Hafizuddeain Jantan affirmed Malaysia's commitment
to prioritize defense cooperation with regional nations,
highlighting the importance of proactive engagement
in advancing a leadership role in regional security and
defense matters.

The focus includes enhancing defense capabilities,
fostering advancements in defense science and
technology, and exploring cooperation with both
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regional and extra-regional states. Malaysia aims to
strengthen bilateral defense ties and contribute to
regional stability through effective multilateral
mechanisms, particularly within the ASEAN
framework.

The commitment was expressed during the 24th
ASEAN Chiefs of Army Multilateral Meeting (ACAMM)
held on November 22-25 in Hua Hin, Thailand. [Malay
Mail]

Myanmar-ASEAN: Indonesia calls
stakeholder meeting on conflict positive

(wn) Indonesia has affirmed that the dialogue on the
Myanmar conflict held during a meeting, which was
organized by the office of the ASEAN Special Envoy to
Myanmar, in Jakarta, Indonesia from 20 to 22
November, was positive.

According to a statement from the Indonesian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs cited by AFP, pro-democracy groups,
including the National Unity Government (NUG), as
well as ethnic groups and those who intended to have
discussions with the military council, were in
attendance. All participants showed positive attitudes
to start inclusive discussions soon. [CNA] RFA
Burmese]

UN pledges to boost Philippine
development initiatives

(Ib) State agencies in the Philippines have expressed
enthusiasm over the United Nations' (UN) commitment
to offer technical assistance and capacity-building
programs for the next five years.

During the UN Day Forum held in Makati City, National
Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
Secretary Arsenio M. Balisacan highlighted the
potential for UN support to bolster the country's
efforts in achieving food and nutrition security by
providing technical advice and institutional capacity
building. The recent agreement signed between the
Philippines and the UN aims to promote human capital
development, decent work, climate action, and disaster
resilience.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique A. Manalo
emphasized the collaboration with global think tanks
and civil society organizations to ensure climate-
oriented and transparent policies, fostering platforms
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for all stakeholders to contribute to the growth and
equity aspirations of the Filipino people.

Additionally, Theresita Mundita S. Lim from the ASEAN
Center for Biodiversity emphasized the necessity for
partnerships addressing biodiversity threats across
sectors like tourism, mining, infrastructure, and urban
development, highlighting the need for a holistic
approach involving society at large in conservation
efforts. [Business World]

The Philippines-APEC: President Marcos
hails ‘productive’ talks with world leaders

(Ib) President Marcos shared insights from his
participation in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(Apec) summit, highlighting productive meetings with
various world leaders, including Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Peruvian President Dina Ercilia Boluarte
Zegarra, US Vice President Kamala Harris, US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken, and US Indo-Pacific Command
chief Adm. John Aquilino.

Emphasizing key themes of innovation, resilience,
sustainability, and inclusiveness, discussions centered
on strengthening cooperation to address common
challenges spanning economic and national security
realms. Marcos advocated for priorities encompassing
clean and renewable energy, food security, health
systems, digitalization for MSMEs, and climate action
through regional collaboration.

Additionally, he unveiled a civil nuclear cooperation
agreement with the US, facilitating potential nuclear
power projects in the Philippines with American
providers, notably highlighting pre-feasibility studies
on Micro-Modular Reactors by US companies and
Manila Electric Co., aiming to explore clean and
sustainable energy options for the country. [Inquirer]

The Philippines works on separate code of
conduct with neighboring countries to
address South China Sea disputes

(Ib) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. of the Philippines
revealed plans for a separate code of conduct with
neighboring countries such as Malaysia and Vietnam,
addressing territorial disputes in the South China Sea
due to stalled negotiations with China.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-jii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-jid/

Marcos cited China’s assertive behavior in the region
as a source of tensions, prompting the Philippines to
seek alternative agreements with neighboring nations.

Despite awaiting progress on a code of conduct
between China and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), Marcos highlighted growing tensions
in the South China Sea, emphasizing the need for
collaboration with global allies to find resolutions and
maintain peace in the region.

He referenced the 2002 nonbinding declaration on
conduct in the South China Sea and the 2016 ruling
invalidating Beijing's expansive territorial claim as key
legal references. Additionally, Marcos acknowledged
the support from allies like the United States but
emphasized the necessity of enhancing defense
capabilities.

He criticized coercive tactics by Chinese vessels and
highlighted concerns about illegal fishing, militarization
of reclaimed features, and the transformation of some
South China Sea locations into military bases,
expressing the deteriorating situation in the area.
[Panay News]

The Philippines invite global Muslim
investors to set up halal businesses

(Ib) The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) in the
Philippines announced its invitation to global Muslim
investors during the Philippine Halal Economy Festival
in Manila, aiming to establish halal businesses and
position the country as an Asia-Pacific hub for the halal
industry.

Despite being predominantly Catholic, the Philippines
seeks to tap into the lucrative global halal market,

valued at over USD 7 trillion, targeting USD 4 billion in
halal trade and investments within the next five years.

Amendments to laws, such as the Foreign Investment
Act and Retail Trade Liberalization Act, aim to
incentivize foreign companies and lower capital
requirements for foreign retailers, encouraging
participation in the local market.

The government aims to create 120,000 new jobs in
the halal sector, emphasizing opportunities within the
vibrant domestic market and the growing community
of local halal consumers, primarily concentrated in
Mindanao, the Sulu archipelago, and Palawan.
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The Philippine Halal Economy Festival is part of the
broader Invest Philippine Week, seeking to foster new
business partnerships and highlight the country's
openness to investment and economic opportunities.
[Arab News]

Singapore’s President Shanmugaratnam
on working visit to United States

(Ib) Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam
on November 27 commenced a working visit to New
York that will run until December 4. During this trip, he
will participate in Columbia University's World Leaders
Forum, meet with UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, chair the UN Human Development Report
Advisory Board, and lead a Group of Thirty plenary
hosted by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. [BNN
Bloomberg]

The visit aligns with parliament's recent approval of a
legal framework enabling the president and ministers
to engage in roles within foreign and global
organizations in their private capacities if it serves the
national interest. President Shanmugaratnam holds
positions as the chairman of the board of trustees for
G30 and is a member of the board of trustees of the
World Economic Forum, among other roles. [see article
in this edition]

Vietnam to join Ballast Water
Management Convention

(tt) Vietnam has agreed to join the International
Convention for Control and Management of Ships'
Ballast Water and Sediments (BWM). On November 23,
the government issued a resolution to that effect, in
which the Ministry of Transport is tasked with
coordinating with other relevant ministries, agencies,
and localities to implement the convention.

According to the International Maritime Organization,
the 2004 convention aims to prevent the spread of
harmful aquatic organisms from one region to another
by establishing standards and procedures for the
management and control of ships' ballast water and
sediments. All ships in international traffic are required
by the convention to manage their ballast water and
sediments to a certain standard, in accordance with a
ship-specific ballast water management plan.
[ViethamPlus]
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Vietnam elected member of World
Heritage Committee

(tt) Vietnam received the most votes among Asian-
Pacific countries and was elected to the World Heritage
Committee for the period 2023-2027, marking
Vietnam's second time to be elected to UNESCO's most
important executive body for culture for the second
time. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Vietnamese Prime Minister to visit
Turkey, attend COP 28

(tt) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh will visit Turkey
and attend the United Nations Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP28) in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) from November 29 to December 3.

At COP26, Vietnam committed to achieving net-zero
emissions by the middle of the century, joining the
pledge to reduce global methane emissions by 2030 in
comparison to 2010. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Bangladesh, India hold foreign secretary
level talks, emphasize regional stability

(ps) During the Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) held
in New Delhi, the foreign secretaries of Bangladesh
and India have pledged to strengthen cooperation in
various important areas, including development, trade,
regional connectivity, power grid connection, security,
water-related issues, consular affairs, and culture. The
two countries emphasized the importance of peaceful
border cooperation and discussed key issues such as
the Teesta agreement and resolving the Rohingya
crisis. [The Business Standard]

While in New Delhi, Bangladesh’s Foreign Secretary
Masud Bin Momen held a meeting with approximately
60 heads of missions accredited to Bangladesh but
residing in New Delhi at the Bangladesh High
Commission. The Bangladeshi senior official called on
the foreign diplomats to support regional stability and
expressed his government's commitment to free and
fair elections. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh opposition leader accuses
India of taking sides with ‘authoritarian’
government

(ps) Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, the Senior Joint Secretary
General of Bangladesh's main opposition party, the
BNP, has accused India of supporting Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's "authoritarian" government and taking
a position against the people of Bangladesh. [The Daily.
Star]

His comments came in response to a report in an
Indian media outlet about growing anti-Indian
sentiments in Bangladesh, which were fueled by videos
of Bangladeshis celebrating India's defeat in the cricket
World Cup. Rizvi argued that this sentiment was a
result of India aligning with the government against
the will of the Bangladeshi people. [India Today]

Earlier this month, Indian Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra stated during a press conference in New Delhi
that India "respects the democratic process in
Bangladesh." Kwatra's remarks followed an India-
United States bilateral meeting on November 10,
where the issue of the Bangladesh election was
discussed. Shee emphasized that India had conveyed
its perspective "very, very clearly" to American officials
during that meeting in Delhi. AiR No. 46,
November/2023, 2]

JICA partners with Bangladesh to enhance
access to justice and legal mediation

(ps) The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
has signed an agreement with the Law and Justice
Division of Bangladesh's Ministry of Law, Justice, and
Parliamentary Affairs and the Economic Relations
Division (ERD) of the Ministry of Finance for a technical
cooperation project titled “Development of Mediation
and Civil Litigation Practices for Enhancement of
Access to Justice.” [Dhaka Tribune]

The project aims to improve access to justice in the
country's courts and legal aid offices through training,
awareness campaigns, and other initiatives. It will
initially launch in Dhaka, Comilla, and Narsingdi before
expanding to cover other districts in Bangladesh. The
project will also promote mediation services and
address case backlog issues in the country's courts.
Bangladesh currently faces a backlog of around 3.5
million cases.
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Russian warship visits Cambodia

(dqgl) The Admiral Panteleyev 548 of the Russian Pacific
Fleet docked on November 27 at Sihanoukville
Autonomous Port in Preah Sihanouk province for a
four-day visit in Cambodia.

The visit of the anti-submarine ship marks the first
Russian warship call to the Southeast Asian country
since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and is
aimed to further promote the military cooperation
between the two countries. [The Phnom Penh Post]

North Korea adds Embassy in Bangladesh
to list of its recently closed missions

(ps) The North Korean Embassy in Bangladesh has
closed as part of a series of diplomatic mission
closures by North Korea over the past month. This
move follows embassy closures in Spain, Hong Kong,
Uganda, Angola, and Nepal. The North Korean
Ambassador to Bangladesh and three other diplomats
left the country on November 20, and the North
Korean mission in New Delhi will now handle all North
Korean affairs in Bangladesh. [NK News]

Bangladesh does not have an embassy in North Korea
its diplomatic relations are run through the Embassy in
China instead. [The Daily Star]

China-Russia: Xi Jinping meets Duma
Chairman

(yq) On November 22, Chinese President Xi Jinping held
a meeting with the Chairman of the Russian State
Duma, Vyacheslav Volodin in Beijing, emphasizing the
deepening of the China-Russia comprehensive
strategic partnership of coordination and practical
cooperation.

President Xi highlighted the extensive common
interests shared by China and Russia, expressing
readiness to deepen bilateral relations, injecting new
impetus into the development of both countries, and
contributing to global prosperity and stability. [Foreign
Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in Chinese]

The meeting focused on the significance of legislative
cooperation in ensuring the steady and long-term
development of China-Russia relations. President Xi
urged the Russian State Duma and the National
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People’s Congress of China to strengthen exchanges of
legislative experience. He emphasized the role of
special committees and friendship groups in providing
better legal support for bilateral cooperation.

Xi called for synergy between the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), emphasizing the importance of communication
and coordination in multilateral platforms such as the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), BRICS, and
G20. [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in
Chinese]

Volodin, for his part, praised the historic Russia-China
relations, supporting China's one-China policy and
efforts to protect national sovereignty and territorial
integrity. He highlighted the consensus among Russian
State Duma parties to develop friendly relations and
underscored the parliament's role in implementing
decisions and advancing bilateral relations. [Foreign
Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in Chinese]

The EAEU, formed on January 1, 2015, through a treaty
signed by Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia, and later
joined by Armenia and Kyrgyzstan, seeks to strengthen
economic integration among its current member
states.

For a deeper understanding of the relationship
between BRI and EAEU, see the recent publication
“EAEU and BRI: Current Prospects of Mutual
Cooperation” by Irina N. Belova, Elena A. Egorycheva,
and Filipp D. Belov who assess the current state, key
risks, problems, and prospects of the processes of
coupling the EAEU and the BRI [via Springer].

China and Uruguay elevate ties to
comprehensive strategic partnership

(yq) During his state visit to Beijing on November 22,
Uruguayan President Luis Lacalle Pou held talks with
Chinese President Xi Jinping, where they announced
the elevation of China-Uruguay relations to a
comprehensive strategic partnership. The two leaders
discussed the significance of their 35-year diplomatic
relations, emphasizing mutual respect, equal
treatment, and win-win cooperation.

China reaffirmed its commitment to enhancing
exchanges with Uruguay and facilitating high-quality
agricultural and animal husbandry product imports
into the Chinese market.
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After the talk, Xi and Lou witnessed the signing of
various cooperation agreements across multiple
sectors, including agriculture, education, science and
technology, and customs inspections. These
agreements have the potential to boost Uruguay's
meat exports to China.

In 2022, Uruguay's trade surplus with China rose to
USD 1.5 billion, doubling its previous figure. [Foreign
Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in Chinese]

China and Uruguay upgraded their bilateral ties,
paving the way for enhanced trade and investment.
This move elevates Uruguay's relations with Beijing to
the level of fellow Mercosur members Brazil and
Argentina. Uruguay, keen on striking deals abroad
more advantageous than those within the local trade
bloc, has been pursuing a free trade agreement (FTA)
with China. Xi expressed China's readiness to work
with Uruguay in establishing a comprehensive strategic
partnership, aiming to enrich cooperation in various
fields.

Uruguay, seeking similar benefits for its exporters as
other countries with FTAs with China, faces opposition
from some Mercosur members, advocating for an FTA
with Europe instead. Notably, Uruguay, despite being
part of the Mercosur CET, has no tariff preference for
its beef in China, a significant component of its exports
to the country. In contrast, other major beef exporters
with FTAs pay significantly lower tariffs.

The upgraded ties not only strengthen economic
cooperation but also underscore Uruguay's
importance in China's global trade network,
marginalizing the remaining Mercosur member,
Paraguay. The latter, having ties with Taiwan, remains
outside China's global trade and investment network.
[Reuters]

Argentine President-elect sends mixed
signals on relationship with China

(ga) On November 22, Argentine President-elect Javier
Milei, who will enter office on December 10, posted a
Spanish translation of a letter he had received from
Chinese President Xi Jinping congratulating him on his
election on his X (formerly Twitter) account. [X, in
Spanish]

Xi's letter to Milei stressed continuing to develop
China-Argentina relations, particularly focusing on
development and economic cooperation. Alongside
this letter, Milei thanked Xi for congratulating him and
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sent his “most sincere wishes for the well-being of the
people of China".

Milei's recent comments mark a departure from his
campaign rhetoric, which has been highly critical of
China’s authoritarian system and suggested that he
would not be interested in economic or other
cooperation with such a country, despite China being
Argentina’s second largest trade partner. [Reuters 1]
[X,in Spanish]

Milei's anti-China stance has often been tied on the
campaign trail with his self-described position as an
anarcho-capitalist, with Milei criticizing countries with
communist systems. [Barron's]

Senior advisors to Milei have also previously indicated
that Milei's Argentina will not participate in the BRICS
grouping, which is currently undergoing expansion,
and which Argentina has been invited to join [see AIR
No. 47, November/2023, 3]. [Reuters 2]

On November 21, China warned Argentina that “it
would be a huge foreign policy mistake for Argentina
to cut ties with major countries like China or Brazil” in
response to comments from Milei's senior advisor that
the new Argentine administration is planning to stop
cooperation with the Chinese government. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China 1]

However, in response to Milei's post on X, China said
that it “stands ready to work with the new government
of Argentina to renew our traditional friendship,
expand mutually beneficial cooperation and advance
the long-term steady growth of China-Argentina
comprehensive strategic partnership to deliver greater
benefits to the two peoples”. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2]

Fijian Prime Minister suggests
infrastructure collaboration with China

(ga) On November 22, Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka said in a session of Fiji's Parliament that Fiji
may allow China to participate in its construction and
modernization of ports and shipyards, a critical
component of its economy. Rabuka also lauded the aid
China has previously given Fiji in developing its
infrastructure and agriculture, as well as in fighting
Covid-19.

The new port modernization and development
projects will include the provision of components for
ships to be assembled in Fiji, moving a shipyard from
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the capital, Suva, to the opposite side of the island,
Lautoka, building two sheds, and developing a facility
for shipbuilding and maintenance, as well as a barge
landing on the island. Fiji has also approached
Australia, its largest donor of foreign aid, to be
involved in the ports’ construction and renovation.

Rabuka met Chinese President Xi Jinping for the first
time on the sidelines of the APEC summit two weeks
ago. At this meeting, Rabuka discussed Fiji's debt with
Xi, of which about USD 167 million is owed to Chinese
banks [see AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

China has recently been expanding its diplomatic,
economic, and security presence with Pacific island
countries, including the Solomon Islands, with which it
created a security agreement [see AiR No. 29,
July/2023, 3].

Fiji under Rabuka, meanwhile, has been trying to walk
a fine line among the competition between the US and
China for influence over Pacific Island nations by
embracing Chinese economic and development
assistance while noting a desire to develop security
agreements with democratic countries. [Reuters] [The
Guardian] [SCMP]

Rabuka has been rebuking Fiji's security arrangements
with China over the last year, calling for the
cancellation of an agreement which allowed Chinese
police to be based in Fiji and signing new security
agreements with New Zealand and democratic allies.
[AP]

Chinese dissident sentenced in South
Korea

(ga) On November 23, a Chinese dissident named
Kwon Pyong, who fled China for South Korea in August
on a jet ski, was convicted of illegal entry to South
Korea and given a one-year prison term, which has
been suspended for two years.

Kwon made a 186-mile journey on a jet ski across the
Yellow Sea from China’s Shandong province to South
Korea in August. He was rescued after getting stuck
near the city of Incheon on August 16 and has been
detained ever since.

Kwon has been active on Chinese social media
criticizing the Chinese government and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, for which he has spent 18 months
in prison. Kwon was put on trial in February 2017 for a
number of social media posts criticizing the Chinese
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government, including wearing a T-shirt with names
derogatory to Chinese President Xi Jinping such as
“Xitler”. Kwon was prevented from having defense
attorneys at this trial. [Radio Free Asia]

Kwon's father, Quan He, said that Kwon began to voice
his dissent about the Chinese Communist Party after
studying aerospace engineering in the US. As a result
of his conviction in China, Kwon was subject to an exit
ban when he left and crossed the Yellow Sea to South
Korea.

Kwon has applied for refugee status in South Korea
and is waiting for a decision but has said that he'd be
willing to become a refugee in a third country if
rejected. South Korea approves very few asylum
applications, less than 4,000 in the last 20 years.

Fellow activists outside of China have also claimed that
South Korea is under diplomatic pressure from China
to return Kwon. [Barron's] [Voice of America] [The
Guardian]

Nvidia delays launch of Al chip for Chinese
market

(ga) US chip manufacturer Nvidia has reportedly had to
delay until early 2024 its rollout of a new artificial
intelligence (Al) chip, the H20, designed to be
compliant with US export rules for the Chinese market.
The delay is attributed to functionality and server
integration issues.

The US government has placed increasingly stringent
restrictions on the supply of Al chips to Chinese
companies and government entities as the Biden
administration has sought to prevent China’s military
modernization using the chips [see AR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].

Nvidia is also planning to sell two other chips designed
to accommodate US export controls called the L20 and
L2, neither of which has reportedly been delayed. The
H20, L20, and L2 are reportedly similarly advanced in
Al capabilities to Nvidia's best chips but have reduced
computing power to meet US export control
requirements. Nvidia makes roughly 20 percent of its
revenue from sales to China and has been hurt by US
export restrictions. Nvidia's stock price fell by about 2%
following the revelation of the delay in the H20 chip.

The company has recently controlled about 90 percent
of the Al chip market, making restrictions on its ability
to sell products challenging for Chinese firms but also
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providing an opportunity for Nvidia’s Chinese rival
Huawei. [Reuters] [CNBC]

Chinese companies such as Tencent and Baidu have
stockpiled Nvidia chips in advance of the US
restrictions coming into effect but expect to have to
switch to Chinese suppliers as their supplies dwindle
[see AR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

French foreign minister visits China

(ga) France's Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs,
Catherine Colonna, visited China from November 23-
24, where she co-chaired the sixth session of Sino-
French dialogue on people-to-people exchanges with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, held a joint press
conference with Wang, and met with Chinese Premier
Li Qiang. [Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs,
France] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The Sino-French dialogues on people-to-people
exchanges were started in 2014, with goals “to
encourage exchanges between our two countries on
education, science, technology and innovation, culture,
cultural and creative industries, health, sport, tourism
and gastronomy, decentralized cooperation, young
people, women's rights and gender equality”.

At the sixth Sino-French dialogue on people-to-people
exchanges, the two countries agreed to intensify
people-to-people exchanges and enhance economic
cooperation. The two sides also laid the groundwork
for the 60th anniversary of Sino-French diplomatic ties
being established, revealing the logo for the
anniversary. [State Council, China]

During the meeting with Colonna, Wang called on both
countries to “comprehensively deepen cultural, and
people-to-people exchanges, enhance mutual
understanding and friendship between the people,
and play a positive role as a model for the exchanges
between China and Europe and exchanges among
global civilizations.” [State Council, China]

At a press briefing following his meeting with Colonna,
Wang sought to ease concerns about the operating
environment for European businesses in China,
affirming that China “will listen to the voices of
European businesses, earnestly solve problems of
foreign investors in China.”

At the same time, Wang made clear that in China's view
the biggest obstacle to investment is European
protectionism, which has seen recent measures taken


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-tld/

by EU over concerns over Chinese subsidies and its
trade deficit with China [see AiR No. 42, October/2023,
31

Wang also said that China is hoping to continue to
deepen ties with France in areas of research and
education such as nuclear power and aerospace.

For her part, Colonna told the press briefing that
France views China’s collaboration as vital in ending
the Russian war against Ukraine, urging China to
continue to push for peace negotiations in the conflict.
Colonna said she sought to reach out to bridge
differences with China over issues such as the war
between Israel and Hamas and European concerns
over trade deficits with China.

During her meeting with Premier Li, Colonna stressed
a desire to work with China to fight climate change.
[Reuters] [AP]

Colonna'’s visit comes shortly before an anticipated EU-
China leaders’ summit in December. France and China

have been holding more and more leader meetings in

the past year to improve bilateral relations, including a
trip by French President Emmanuel Macron to Chinain
April [see AIR No. 15, April/2023, 2].

Australian ship has incident with Chinese
ship, transits Taiwan Strait

(ga) On November 23, Australian warship HMAS
Toowoomba made a transit of the Taiwan Strait on its
way back from Japan. On November 24, China
responded to the Australian ship’s transit of the
Taiwan Strait by saying that China “urge[s] parties
concerned not to make provocations or create trouble
for peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait”. [ABC
Australia] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Prior to transiting the Strait, the Toowoomba held an
exercise with the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense
Force. The Australian government said that during
these exercises within Japan's Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) on November 14, a Chinese warship approached
the Toowoomba and used sonar systems in a manner
which was “unsafe and unprofessional”, risking the
safety of Australian divers who were in the water and
causing them minor injuries. [Ministry of Defence,
Australia]

The Chinese Ministry of Defense responded to
Australian claims about the interaction between the
Toowoomba and a Chinese vessel by saying that the
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Chinese ship “took measures ... in accordance with the
law and regulations”.

The Chinese Ministry also said that “it kept a safe
distance from the Australian vessel, and did not
conduct any activity that could affect the Australian
side’s diving operations”. China also disputed the claim
that the interaction occurred in Japan’s EEZ. [Global
Times]

Naval vessels from the US and Australia frequently
conduct freedom of navigation operations in the
region, including through the Taiwan Strait, which
draws China’s ire. China claims Taiwan as its sovereign
territory, and the Taiwan Strait as its territorial waters,
in spite of Taiwan's political autonomy from China.
[ABC Australia] [The Guardian]

These tense interactions come in spite of recent
attempts to improve ties between Australia and China.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese visited
China from November 4-7 in an effort to reduce the
tensions between the two countries [see AiR No. 45,
November/2023, 1]

PLA holds drills in response to Myanmar
violence, border post seizure

(ga) On November 25, the Chinese Ministry of National
Defense announced that the Southern Theater
Command of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) would
be holding live-fire exercises near China's border with
Myanmar, starting the same day.

The exercises were described as looking to “test the
rapid mobility, border control, and firepower
capabilities of the military units of the theater
command.” [Ministry of Defense, China]

The announcement came after on November 24, an
insurgent group in Myanmar launched an attack on a
convoy transporting goods from Myanmar to China,
resulting in the destruction of over 100 trucks in the
town of Muse. Despite the incident, several insurgent
groups have denied responsibility for the convoy
attack.

Insurgents operating in the northeastern regions of
Myanmar have posed significant challenges to the
country's military government, leading to the
displacement of millions and fostering violence near
the Myanmar-China border.
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China’'s ambassador to Myanmar, Chen Hai, held
discussions with Myanmar military government
officials in Naypyidaw on November 24 to address the
stability concerns along the Chinese border with
Myanmar. Expressing “high concern about the conflicts
in Myanmar,” China has urged all parties to cease fire
and engage in peaceful dialogues to prevent further
escalation. [Chinese Embassy, Myanmar, in Chinese]

While China has been supportive of the Myanmar
military government since it took power in 2021, there
have been some strains in the relationship, particularly
as Myanmar struggles to exert full control over
insurgent and other groups along its border with
China. [Reuters] [Voice of America]

The Chinese military drills are unlikely to end soon,
however, since the Myanmar military government is
continually unable to control internal factions near the
border. On November 26, the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army, an insurgent group, took
control of the Kyin San Kyawt border crossing between
Myanmar and China in Myanmar's Shan state. This
border crossing has been a very important trade link
between China and Myanmar through which
machinery, appliances, tractors, and other consumer
products are traded. [Barron's]

Britain seeks investment from Chinese
carmakers

(yq) During the Global Investment Summit held at
Hampton Court Palace on November 27, UK
Investment Minister Dominic Johnson announced
initiatives aimed at attracting Chinese car
manufacturers to establish a factory in the UK,
highlighting the significance of such investments in
achieving environmental goals.

This development occurred shortly after the
appointment of David Cameron as the new Foreign
Minister by the British Prime Minister earlier this
month, with Cameron recognized for his economic
proximity to China [see AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

Rishi Sunak has reiterated his belief in the possibility of
collaborating with China in specific sectors while
concurrently safeguarding Britain's interests in
sensitive areas. The UK government is presently
reevaluating the implementation of the recently
introduced National Security and Investment (NSI) Act,
which has disproportionately impeded Chinese-backed
deals. [Reuters]
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China and Vietnam pledge to strengthen
trade ties

(yg)Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao and
Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Thanh had an
in-depth exchange on promoting high-quality China-
Vietnam economic and trade relations during their
meeting in Ho Chi Minh City on November 25th.
[Ministry of Commerce, People’s Republic of China, in
Chinese]

Both sides celebrated the success of their economic
and trade cooperation, with China being Vietnam's
largest trading partner and a significant source of
foreign direct investment. Pham Minh Thanh urged the
Chinese Ministry of Commerce to work closely with
Vietnam's Ministry of Industry and Trade to expand
bilateral trade sustainably and support China in joining
the CPTPP(Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership).Additionally, he
suggested cooperation on the "two corridors and one
ring” with the “Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)", supply
chain restoration, and infrastructure connectivity.
[Ministry of Commerce, Vietnam, in Chinese]

Minister Wang emphasized the Sino-Vietnam relation’s
importance, pledging to increase imports of high-
quality Vietnamese products and deepen trade and
investment cooperation in areas such as the digital
economy, green development, local currency
settlement of bilateral trade, and cross-border e-
commerce [Ministry of Commerce, People’s Republic of
China, in Chinese]

Afghan Embassy in New Delhi
permanently shut down

(hp) The Afghan Embassy in New Delhi has announced
its permanent closure, citing challenges from the
Indian government and a lack of diplomatic support.
[Deccan Herald] [Associated Press]

The decision comes after the embassy had ceased
operations starting October 1, primarily due to the
absence of a recognized government in Kabul following
the Taliban's takeover [see AiR No. 40, October/2023,
1]. Initially, the embassy had expressed hope that the
Indian government's stance might evolve favorably for
the embassy's normal continuation. However, in the
subsequent eight weeks, it faced constant pressure
from both the Taliban and the Indian government to
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relinquish control, leading to the difficult choice of
permanent closure.

The Afghan Embassy in New Delhi had been staffed by
individuals appointed by the previous Afghan
government of ousted President Ashraf Ghani, with
permission from Indian authorities. The mission has
been handed over to the Indian government, and it
now rests upon New Delhi to decide the mission's fate,
whether to maintain its closure or consider
alternatives, including the possibility of handing it over
to Taliban "diplomats."

Qatar accepts India's appeal regarding
death penalty to former Navy officers

(hp) A Qatari court has accepted India’s appeal against
the death penalty sentenced to eight former Indian
naval officers. The charges for the death penalty were,
however, not released and were termed as
confidential. [The Hindu] [CNBCTV18]

The eight ex-Indian Navy personnel, who had been
hired by the Doha-based security company, Dahra
Global, were apprehended in August 2022 on the
suspicion of spying. India was greatly taken aback by
the verdict and resorted to all diplomatic strategies in
order to communicate with Qatar concerning this
incident. [AIR No. 44, October/2023, 5]

Presently, the Indian government is providing aid to
the families of eight former Indian Navy sailors who
received the death penalty from the Court of First
Instance in Qatar, by granting them consular access
and legal support for their right to appeal the decision.

India’s foreign secretary visits Iran for
talks

(Im) India’s Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra led a
delegation to Tehran for foreign office consultations
with the Iranian government. While these talks are part
of their routine bilateral meetings, they also featured a
detailed discussion on the Israel-Hamas conflict and
India's investment in Chabahar Port, where New Delhi
is developing a cargo terminal in order to connect
trade to Afghanistan and Central Asia. [The Hindu]

This engagement followed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's call at the Group of Twenty (G20) summit to
ensure that the Israel-Hamas conflict doesn't impact
the region, along with the recent hijacking of an India-
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bound ship connected to Israel by Yemeni Houthi
fighters.

In October, Israel and Iran made progress in narrowing
differences on a proposed 10-year pact for operations
at the strategic Chabahar Port [see AIR No. 41,
October/2023, 2]. The pact, which has been under
negotiation, is expected to be signed after receiving
political clearance from both sides. The two countries
are also exploring ways to "recharge" the rupee vostro
account held by the Iranian side to facilitate Indian
exports of commodities like rice, tea, and
pharmaceuticals.

Climate resilience topmost priority’
assures Belgium ambassador to India
during two-day conference

(hp) A two-day International urban resilience
‘URBCARE’ was conducted as a collaborative effort
between India’s and Belgium's educational institutions.
The experts attending the conference suggested that
more data and data analytics are necessary to
effectively address environmental issues related to
climate change. Ambassador of Belgium and
Luxembourg pointed out the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change report, which confirms that human
activities are the primary cause of global warming. The
Indian state minister in charge of the environment,
expressed his support for India's Mission LIFE
program, which encourages everyone to participate in
combating climate change. [Times of India]

State-owned Spanish firm aims to build
six submarines in India

(hp) According to Spain's ambassador to India, Spanish
transport firms are expressing interest in constructing
high-speed railway networks in India. Spain has the
second largest network of high-speed trains in the
world after China and is eager to explore the sector for
its private companies. One of the companies
interested is Talgo, a Spanish manufacturer of high-
speed passenger trains. Additionally, Spain's state-
owned defense firm Navantia is vying for a contract to
build six submarines for India under the Project 75 (I)
initiative. This would involve a full transfer of
technology from Navantia. It is facing competition from
Germany's Thyssenkrupp Marime Systems (TKMS).
Furthermore, Spanish firms are exploring further
collaborations with the Indian Air Force and Navy,
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which could include aircraft carrier technologies.
Airbus Spain recently delivered its first C-295 transport
aircraft to the Indian military. [The Print] [Mint]

United States talks to India about
reported link to assassination plot against
Sikh separatist Pannun

(Im) United States officials have engaged with Indian
counterparts regarding allegations of New Delhi’s
involvement in a plot to assassinate Sikh separatist
leader Gurpatwant Singh Pannun on US soil, as per the
U.S. National Security Council. President Joe Biden
discussed this matter with India's Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the Group of Twenty summit in
September. [CBS News] [Financial Times] [TIME]

Pannun, a US-Canadian dual national, serves as head
of Sikhs for Justice and advocates for an independent
Sikh state called Khalistan. India banned his
organization in 2019, declaring him a terrorist.
Recently, India's National Investigation Agency (NIA)
filed a case against Pannun over the circulation of
videos threatening people taking Air India flights from
November 19 onwards. [Scroll] [Hindustan Times]
[Times of India]

Separate from diplomatic efforts, U.S. federal
prosecutors have filed a sealed indictment against at
least one alleged perpetrator of the plot. The U.S.
Department of Justice is debating whether to unseal
the indictment or wait for Canada to complete its
investigation into the murder of another Sikh
separatist leader, Hardeep Singh Nijjar, in Vancouver in
June.India rejected Canada's claims about its
involvement in Nijjar's murder as "absurd" and stated
that both countries are taking necessary follow-up
actions based on shared inputs regarding security
concerns.

India, United States to finalize MQ-9B
Predator drone deal by early next year

(Im) India is in the final stages of procuring 31 MQ-9B
Predator armed drones from the United States under a
government-to-government framework, with the deal
expected to be sealed by March. Negotiations between
Indian and US officials are underway following New
Delhi's Letter of Request to acquire these drones from
General Atomics (GA). [The Hindu]
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The drones, estimated to cost around USD 3 billion,
are intended to enhance India's surveillance
capabilities, particularly along the Line of Actual
Control with China. The drones include Sea Guardian
and Sky Guardian variants, capable of various roles,
including maritime surveillance, anti-submarine
warfare, and over-the-horizon targeting.

US Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin discussed India's
proposed drone procurement during his talks with
Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh in Delhi earlier
this month. Austin mentioned that the announcement
of the procurement will be made at the appropriate
time.

India resumes e-visas services with
Canada

(hp) India has resumed issuing electronic visas for
Canadian nationals and business travelers after
suspending it due to a diplomatic row.

Tensions had risen between India and Canada in
September when Prime Minister Justin Trudeau made
allegations of potential Indian government
involvement in the murder of a Canadian Sikh
separatist leader [see AIR No. No. 39, September/2023,
4]. India had designated the separatist leader as a
terrorist in 2020. In response, India suspended the
issuance of visas to Canadian citizens and asked
Ottawa to downsize its diplomatic presence in India.

However, India recently restored its eVisa facility on
November 22, 2023, for all eligible Canadian citizens
holding regular/ordinary Canadian passports. Other
passport holders will need to apply for a regular paper
visa. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar stated that
India had suspended the visa issuance due to the
situation in Canada, but that the situation had become
more secure and thus made it possible for the visa
services to resume. [The Hindu Business Line] [The
Economic Times]

India, Australia armed forces commence
joint military exercise

(mz/Im) Since November 22, an Indian Armed Forces
contingent consisting of 81 personnel has been actively
participating in the second edition of the joint military
exercise AUSTRAHIND-23, which is being conducted in
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collaboration with Australia. This exercise is scheduled
to continue in Perth until December 6.

The Indian Army contingent is composed of 60
personnel from a Battalion of the GORKHA Rifles, while
the Australian Army contingent comprises an equal
number, with 60 personnel hailing from the 13th
Brigade. In addition to these forces, one officer from
the Indian Navy and 20 personnel from the Indian Air
Force are taking part on the Indian side. Similarly, the
Australian contingent includes 20 personnel each from
the Royal Australian Navy and the Royal Australian Air
Force. [India's Ministry of Defence]

Indonesia and US engage in marine
exercise

(jb) The Indonesian Marine Corps (KORMAR) and the
U.S. Marine Corps kicked off the Keris Marine Exercise
(Keris MAREX) on November 23. Running until
December 11, the exercise, now in its second year,
involves some 150 members of US Marine Rotational
Force-Southeast Asia and 150 Indonesian marines
training on the island of West Java.

Keris MAREX, a bilateral exercise led by the U.S. Marine
Corps and KORMAR, aims to bolster military
interoperability and maritime domain awareness
capabilities while fostering stronger relationships and
expanding military capabilities among participating
units.

Keris MAREX 23 marks the first Marine Expeditionary
Force exercise hosted in Indonesia in 2023. [Stars and
Stripes] [US Embassy in Indonesia]

Indonesia explores partnership with U.S.
for EV battery minerals

(jb) Indonesia and the United States are in discussions
to form a partnership focusing on minerals crucial for
electric vehicle (EV) battery production, with a primary
emphasis on nickel. The talks unfolded during
Indonesian President Joko Widodo's visit to the U.S.

Indonesia has been actively pursuing a trade
agreement with the U.S. concerning critical minerals,
aiming to gain access to the American EV market.
Following Japan's similar agreement with the U.S. in
March 2023, which granted its automotive industry
access to tax credits under the Inflation Reduction Act,
Indonesia is eyeing a similar deal.
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Indonesia, boasting the world's largest nickel reserves
at an estimated 21 million tons, aims to become a
global EV hub, attracting investments from major EV
manufacturers like Tesla and BYD. The demand for EV
batteries is expected to drive one-third of the total
nickel demand by 2030, aligning with global efforts to
reduce carbon emissions and achieve net-zero targets.

However, U.S. officials express concerns about
potential Chinese influence in Indonesia's nickel
industry, as Chinese corporations heavily invest in the
country's nickel supply chain. To counterbalance this,
the U.S. aims to establish a partnership with Indonesia,
securing a reliable source for its clean energy supply.
[ASEAN Briefing]

Indonesian Ambassador and Cambodian
Senate President discuss enhanced
cooperation

(jb) Indonesian Ambassador Santo Darmosumarto
recently engaged in a productive meeting with Say
Chhum, the President of the Cambodian Senate, on
November 21. The discussions focused on fortifying
the cooperation between the two nations in various
sectors.

Chhum emphasized the deep historical ties binding
Indonesia and Cambodia, highlighting the strong
foundation for increased collaboration in trade,
investment, education, capacity building, and
agriculture. The Senate President welcomed the
ongoing warm relations between leaders,
parliamentarians, and senators of both countries.

Ambassador Darmosumarto reminisced about the
Asia-Africa Conference and Indonesia's support for the
peace process in Cambodia, expressing the need to
ensure that future generations continue to foster
similar sentiments. He also expressed hopes for the
promotion of people-to-people interactions and
economic partnerships.

During the meeting, Darmosumarto committed to
deepening ties in three key areas: enhancing economic
and trade relations, improving communication
between the peoples of both nations, and ensuring the
protection and welfare of Indonesian citizens in
Cambodia. The ambassador sought continued support
from the Cambodian government for Indonesians
living and traveling in Cambodia.

As Indonesia becomes Cambodia's sixth-largest trading
partner, there is room for expanded trade and
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investment relations. The meeting concluded with
anticipation for the 65th anniversary of bilateral
diplomatic relations next year, with both sides
expressing a commitment to maintaining strong
economic and democratic connections. Special events
are expected to mark this historic achievement.
[Phnom Penh Post]

Singapore honors Indonesian Defense
Minister with award

(jb) Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto
was honored with the Distinguished Service Order
(Military) award by the Singaporean government on
November 21, 2023. The award recognizes individuals
from the Singapore Armed Forces and its allies for
exceptional achievements or services in commando or
senior staff positions. The presidential palace
highlighted Subianto's role in fostering closer
collaboration between defense agencies, even amid
the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Under his leadership, the Defense Cooperation
Agreement between Indonesia and Singapore was
ratified, marking a significant milestone in bilateral
defense relations. The two nations have collaborated
on various multilateral platforms and conducted key
bilateral and multilateral exercises. The presidential
palace of Singapore emphasized the positive impact of
the defense agreement between the two countries
[Tempo.com]

Israel attacks Indonesian hospital in Gaza

(jb) The Indonesian Hospital in the northern Gaza Strip
was recently targeted by Israeli shelling, resulting in
the death of at least 12 people and numerous injuries,
as reported by the Health Ministry in the blockaded
enclave. The ministry issued a warning, stating that
thousands of lives, including patients, medical
personnel, and displaced individuals, are at risk due to
the relentless bombardment.

Witnesses on the ground reported that the hospital
lost electricity, with generators ceasing to function. The
facility, housing 150 patients, 100 medical staff, and
thousands of displaced people, faced severe
consequences.

The Gaza Interior Ministry reported additional
casualties from a fresh Israeli shelling targeting
displaced people leaving the hospital, though an exact
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figure was not provided. Hamas condemned the
attack, labeling it a crime that necessitates
international intervention to protect health facilities in
Gaza. The group accused Israel of intentionally
destroying the health sector as part of a broader effort
to displace Palestinians through bombardment,
massacres, and destruction of civilian structures.
[Anadolu Agency]

Indonesia-Australia ministerial meeting to
discuss energy and EV cooperation

(yr) Indonesia’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Pahala Nugraha, met with Australia’s Minister of
Industry and Science, Edham Husic, in Jakarta on
November 23, to discuss strengthening bilateral
relations between Indonesia and Australia. The focus
of the discussion was cooperation in the critical
mineral sector and development of electric vehicle (EV)
batteries, research and development in the energy
transition sector.

Nugraha emphasized the importance of cooperation
between Indonesian and Australian entrepreneurs,
especially in the Northern Territory, and invited
Australian entrepreneurs to collaborate with
Indonesia, including in the development of bioethanol
from sugar cane. Apart from that, Nugraha welcomed
the plan to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
between Indonesia and Australia for collaboration in
advancing EV.

Husic emphasized Australia’s commitment to EV
battery cooperation, as part of the implementation of
the agreement between President Joko Widodo and
Prime Ministrer Anthony Albanese in July 2023 [see AIR
No. 28, July/2023, 2] [Indonesia Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in Indonesian]

Indonesia-Greece: Indonesian Vice
President Ma'ruf Amin'’s visit

(yr) In Athens, Indonesian Vice President Ma'ruf Amin
met with Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis on
a state visit. This meeting discussed increasing bilateral
cooperation and the importance of economic and
maritime cooperation.

Amin sought support from the Greek government to
facilitate non-discriminatory entry of Indonesian palm
oil products into the EU. Additionally, he extended an
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invitation to Mitsotakis for an official visit to Indonesia,
aiming to strengthen diplomatic relations.

This meeting was part of Amin’s official visit to Greece
from November 22 to 24 dung which Amin met with
other key Greek figures, including the Archbishop of
Athens and the Greek Parliament's Deputy Speaker to
discuss global peace and religious tolerance.

This visit marks Indonesia’s efforts to improve
investment, trade, and strategic relations with Greece.
Amin noted Greek investment in Indonesia and called
for more cooperation in various sectors, including the
development of Indonesia's new capital “Nusantara” in
East Kalimantan. [Indonesian Vice President's
Secretariat 1, in Indonesian] [Indonesian Vice
President’s Secretariat 2, in Indonesian] [Antara 1]
[Antara 2]

Indonesia receives Slovakia’s backing for
bid to join OECD

(dgl) Indonesian Vice President Ma'ruf Amin has
secured Slovakia's support for Indonesia’s bid to access
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD).

This was achieved during a closed-door meeting with
Slovak Deputy Prime Minister Denisa Sakova in
in Bratislava on November 27.

During the meeting, Amin also requested Slovakia’s
backing for speeding up the finalization of the
Indonesia-European Union Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IEU-CEPA) negotiations in
which are expected to conclude by the end of this year.

Indonesia hopes that the finalization of the partnership
agreement will help to address obstacles impeding its
trade with the European Union, such as allegations of
Indonesian agricultural goods contributing to
deforestation. [Antara]

Indonesia-Timor Leste strengthen
cooperation in livestock sector

(yr) Indonesia’s Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Harvick
Hasnul Qolbi, underlined Indonesia’'s commitment to
ensuring the quality of agricultural and livestock
commodities as the collaboration between Indonesia
and Timor Leste in the livestock sector intensifies.
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Harvick highlighted the successful export of Indonesian
poultry to various nations, including Timor Leste,
contributing to the expansion of agricultural trade
between the two countries. This collaborative effort
extends beyond trade to encompass agricultural
technology transfer and capacity-building initiatives.

He made these statements as a Timor Leste
delegation, led by Junior Minister of Livestock Jose
Vieira de Aradjo, visited Indonesia from November 23-
26. The delegation aimed to conduct an import risk
analysis in West Java, marking the initial step toward
exporting poultry products to Timor Leste.

This visit is part of the comprehensive cooperation
outlined in a memorandum of understanding signed
by both nations in 2022. The agreement encompasses
various areas, including the provision of animal
vaccines and disease control. [Indonesian Ministry of
Agriculture, in Indonesian] [Antara]

First joint military drills between Japan,
UK since security pact

(ic) On November 23, Japanese media was invited to
view an ongoing military exercise between the Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) and the British
Army that started on November 15.

The exercise took place in the northeastern prefecture
of Miyagi and was based on the scenario of defending
Japan's remote islands. The JGSDF says the agreement
has simplified procedures and made it easier to
arrange bilateral exercises, as the agreement facilitates
the handling of weapons and ammunition during joint
drills. [NHK World]

While the fourth exercise between the two nations this
year, it is the first since the Reciprocal Access
Agreement (RAA) between the two countries took
effect on October 15. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan]

Japan has an RAA with Australia as well and is currently
in discussions with the Philippines to sign one [see AIR
No. 45, November/2023, 1, No. 44, October/2023, 5].

Japan’s Komeito party leader visits China,
meets with senior officials

(ic) Yamaguchi Natsuo, junior leader of the Komeitd
which is the junior partner in the ruling coalition of
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Japan’'s government, met with Cai Qi, the fifth-ranking
Communist Party leader in Beijing over November 21-
22.

During the meeting, he called for an end to seafood
import restrictions against Japan, for China to address
North Korea’'s missile development, and for the release
of Japanese nationals detained in China for alleged
espionage.

He had originally intended to personally deliver a
handwritten letter from PM Kishida Fumio to President
Xi Jinping but had to deliver it through Cai instead.
While Yamaguchi and Cai agreed to restart regular
dialogue between the Communist Party and Japan's
ruling coalition, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
expressed concern that Japan's efforts to bolster its
defenses stems partly from "certain views" the country
holds against China. [Kyodo News] [Nikkei Asian
Review]

The Kdmeitd, through the “humanistic philosophy” of
its late founder Ikeda Daisaku, has traditionally held
regular dialogue and outreach to world leaders and
intellectuals, especially with China [see AR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].

In August, the Chinese government had requested for
him to postpone a visit he had planned that month
because of tensions and unrest from the first release
of wastewater from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant
[See AIR No. 35, August/2023, 5].

Japan floats banning Russia from 2025
Osaka Kansai Expo

(ic) State Minister for the 2025 Osaka Kansai Expo Jimi
Hanako stated that Russia will not be welcome at the
Expo so long as it is still engaged in its illegal invasion
of Ukraine.

Speaking at a news conference after a cabinet meeting
on November 24, Jimi alluded to the incompatibility of
the invasion with the theme of the Expo, that being
“Designing Future Society for Our Lives".

Okada Naoki, former Minister for the World Expo 2025
echoed this position.

One hundred and sixty countries and regions have
confirmed their participation in the expo. Ukraine has
yet to confirm its attendance, but Jimi expressed hope
that they would. [Asahi Shinbun]
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Japan and Vietnam upgrade ties,
highlights increasing Vietnam centrality

(ic) On November 27, during a visit by Vietnamese
president Vo Van Thuong to Tokyo, Vietnam and Japan
officially upgraded their relations to a "comprehensive
strategic partnership". This would make Japan the sixth
such partner, following China, India, Russia, South
Korea, and the US, highlighting the increasing
importance of Vietnam as a lynchpin country in the
region.

Bilateral talks between Thuong and Japanese Prime
Minister Kishida Fumio would also include broadening
their security cooperation, working on defense
equipment and technology transfers, and aid through
programs like the Official Security Assistance (OSA)
program that the Philippines is now a part of while
Malaysia is considering joining.

They also discussed plans for the Commemorative
Summit for the 50th Year of Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)-Japan Friendship and
Cooperation that will take place in December to
commemorate and deepen relations between Japan
and the bloc. Both parties also exchanged views on
issues like the South and East China Sea disputes, the
Russian war on Ukraine, the Israel-Hamas war, the
Myanmar crisis, and the response to North Korea.

Thuong is also set to give a speech at the House of
Representatives in the Japanese Diet and visit a
hydrogen energy facility in Fukuoka in southern Japan.
[apan Times] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

Japan and Mozambique to cooperate at
UNSC

(ic) Ms. Verénica Macamo, Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation of Mozambique, met with Japanese
Foreign Minister Kamikawa Yoko on November 27.
Macamo and Kamikawa agreed on the importance of
the Free and Open Indo-Pacific Partnership (FOIP), and
Japan expressed support for Macamo's position as
non-permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), which it will hold until the end
of 2024. Mozambique was also President of the UNSC
in March 2023, and will reprise this role in May 2024.
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Kamikawa also expressed Japanese companies’
interest in investing in and trading with Mozambique,
and congratulated Macamo for the opening of the
Nacala Port. Kamikawa sought Mozambique's support
understanding and cooperation regarding the
discharge of treated water from the Fukushima No. 1
power plant into the sea, as well as the promotion of
broader UNSC reform and a "Women, Peace, and
Security (WPS)" agenda in the UNSC. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Japan and China pledge dialogue,
resolution of Fukushima dispute

(ic) For the first time since ascending to the position,
Japanese Foreign Minister Kamikawa Yoko met with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Busan on
November 25. This was held in advance of trilateral
discussions the following day between the two and
South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin.

The primary topic of discussion was the ban on
seafood imports from Japan that China had instituted
since the start of the release of treated wastewater
from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant into the
ocean in August [see AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5].

While Kamikawa reported that both “agreed to try to
find ways to resolve issues through consultations and
dialogue in a constructive manner”, Wang continued to
insist on “a long-term monitoring mechanism that is
comprehensive, effective and independent among all
stakeholders”. This point was also made during the
earlier meeting with Yamaguchi Natsuo, junior leader
of the KOmeitd.

Kamikawa also reportedly called for the release of
Japanese nationals being detained in China for
espionage, as well as the removal of a buoy within
waters that both countries claim. Both countries also
agreed to keep communicating closely with each other
regarding the recent launch of a spy satellite by North
Korea. [Kyodo News]

Vietham expresses support for Laos’s
upcoming ASEAN chairmanship

(wn) During the tenth Vietnam-Laos foreign ministerial-
level consultation meeting on November 22 in Hanoi,
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son
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commended Laos for its meticulous preparations for
the ASEAN Chairmanship in 2024.

He assured Laos of Vietnam's unwavering support to
facilitate a smooth and successful transition of this
significant role.

The meeting, co-chaired by Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Laos Saleumxay Kommasith, served
as a platform for both countries to exchange insights
on their respective foreign policies.

They reaffirmed their commitment to continued
information sharing and coordination across all levels
to enhance their international standing. Additionally,
the nations pledged mutual support in various
multilateral forums, with a specific focus on ASEAN and
Mekong sub-region cooperation mechanisms.

They also vowed to advocate for ASEAN's unified
stance on critical regional issues, such as the East
Sea/South China Sea. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia-China: Compensation hearings
in missing Malaysian Airline case kicked
off

(dqgl) A Beijing court opened compensation hearings on
November 27 for Chinese relatives of people who died
on a Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014
on a flight to Beijing.

Among the passengers onboard, 153 or 154 by
differing accounts were citizens of China, causing the
disaster to resonate especially in Beijing, where daily
briefings and vigils were held for those missing.

Some relatives refused to believe the plane had
disappeared, believing it had been taken to an
unknown site and that their loved ones remained alive,
and refused to accept relatively small compassionate
payments from the airline. [NBC News]

Malaysia-China visa-free travel policy will
boost business, tourism

(mw) The 15-day visa-free travel reciprocal policy for
Malaysians visiting China is expected to boost business
and tourism in Sabah, according to Sabah DAP leader
Datuk Chan Foong Hin. The Deputy Agriculture and
Food Security Minister welcomed the announcement
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by the Chinese Embassy in Kuala Lumpur, stating that
it would bring more business opportunities and boost
the tourism industry in Sabah.

He emphasized that the policy reflects the long-
standing relationship between Malaysia and China and
expressed confidence that it would lead to a significant
increase in tourist numbers and promising business
opportunities for both countries. The 15-day visa-free
policy will be in effect for one year starting next month.
[The Star]

Malaysia electronics face heightened US
scrutiny over China forced labor

(mw) Tighter US rules aimed at addressing human
rights violations in China'’s Xinjiang region have
resulted in controls on over six thousand shipments,
worth more than RM 9.350 billion (2 billion USD),
through September 2023.

In September alone, RM383 million (82 million USD)
worth of shipments, primarily electronics, were either
refused entry or held for checks, with nearly ninety
percent of them related to electronics.

Malaysia, along with Vietnam, major exporters of solar
panels and semiconductors, accounted for over two-
thirds of the rejected or held cargoes.

The US has accused China of genocide against the
Uyghurs, and the rules mandate that exporters
demonstrate their products do not use raw materials
or components from Xinjiang. [The Times of India]

Malaysia-Myanmar: More than 120
Malaysian job scam victims rescued

(dgl) The Malaysian ministry has confirmed the rescue
of 127 citizens suspected victims of job scams after
being stranded by fighting in northern Myanmar
between the military and armed ethnic groups.

Fighting has continued in northern Myanmar after an
alliance of armed ethnic minority groups launched a
surprise offensive last month. They have seized control
of several border crossings to China, in a major
disruption to trade. [AP]
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Mongolian-Canadian bilateral relations
strengthen with an official meeting

(ap/dql) During her visit to Canada last week,
Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh
engaged in official talks with her Canadian counterpart
Mélanie Joly on November 21. During the meeting, the
two ministers agreed on elevating the bilateral
relations to a Comprehensive Partnership as well as on
expanding trade and investment relations and
prioritizing cooperation in various fields, such as green
economy, mining, environment, desertification,
agriculture, agri-food, e-transition, and education.
[Montsame 1]

While in Canada, Battsetseg also met with Speaker of
the House of Commons Greg Fergus [see AiR No. 47,
November 2023, 3].and Minister of International
Development, Ahmed Hussen, addressing the
successful cooperation in Mongolia’s transition to
sustainable development. [Montsame 2]

Mongolia, South Korea sign memorandum
for cooperation

(ap) On November 23, the State Commission on
Rehabilitation of Mongolia (SCR) announced its
decision to collaborate with the South Korean Asia
Cultural Center (ACC), formalized through a
memorandum signed at the Asian Cultural Center in
Gwangju, South Korea.

The agreement focuses on exchanging best practices
in areas such as public education, the elimination of
political repression, and the shared promotion of
values like human rights, democracy, and market
economy.

SCR Chair S. Odontuya emphasized the significance of
deepening cooperation between Mongolia and South
Korea as a crucial foreign policy priority. She
underscored the SCR's commitment to learning from
ACC's experiences in promoting democracy, human
rights, and peace projects. [Montsame]

Pro-junta groups protest alleged Chinese
support of rebel troops

[jw] On November 19, a group of people gathered in
front of the Chinese Embassy in Yangon, accusing
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China of interference in Myanmar's civil war and
supporting anti-junta resistance forces.

It's worth noting that unauthorized demonstrations
have been prohibited since the 2021 military coup that
brought the junta to power. Furthermore, public
criticism of China is typically uncommon in Myanmar,
given that Beijing is one of the few governments
maintaining positive diplomatic relations with the
Tatmadaw. [NHK World]

Myanmar-Bangladesh: Fighting halts
border trade

[jw] According to local merchants, the escalation of
conflict between the military junta and the Arakan
Army (AA) has stopped trade along the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border.

The military junta closed all major roads in the Rakhine
State when fighting resurged on November 13. Since
then, local traders in the Rakhine State have been
unable to send exports to Bangladesh, leaving goods
to stockpile and rot in warehouses.

Exports from Myanmar are typically sent from the
Sittwe Shwe Min Gang port and Maungdaw Ka Nyin
Chaung economic zone to Bangladesh’s Teknaf port.
[Narinjara News]

Nepal’'s Prime Minister Dahal to leave for
United Arab Emirates on November 29

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal is set
to depart for the United Arab Emirates on November
29 to attend the 28th Conference of Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP28). During his visit, Dahal will participate
in the High-level Segment of COP 28's World Climate
Action Summit, which will be held on December 1 and
2. He is also scheduled to deliver a national statement
at the event. [The Kathmandu Post]

In addition to his participation in COP28, Prime
Minister Dahal will host a high-level side event titled
"Call of the mountain: Who saves us from the climate
crisis?" This event aims to raise Nepal's voice on
climate change issues and promote the mountain
agenda within the COP negotiation process.

During his visit to the UAE, Prime Minister Dahal is
expected to hold bilateral meetings with heads of
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state, heads of government, and other high-ranking
officials attending the conference. He will also visit the
Embassy of Nepal in Abu Dhabi and address the Nepal-
UAE Business Summit.

Accompanying Prime Minister Dahal on this trip will be
his daughter Ganga, Minister for Forest and
Environment Dr. Birendra Prasad Mahato, and other
senior government officials.

North Korea deploys soldiers and heavy
firearms along North-South border

(ap) On November 27 North Korea has deploying
soldiers and heavy weapons at guard posts along the
South Korean border after it withdrew from the 2018
military accord between the two countries which
created buffer zones along land and sea boundaries
and no-fly zones above the border.

The military has disclosed photos that show temporary
guard posts with guns who stay inside the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) which divides the two
countries since the armistice in the Korean War.

The South Korean Defense Minister Shin Won-shik met
with Gen. Paul LaCamera, the commander of the South
Korea-US Combined Forces (CFC) in Camp Humphreys
in Pyeongtaek, 60 kilometers south of Seoul to discuss
the new measures from North Korea. Shin condemned
the North Korean provocations and called for a
stronger allied defense. [Yonhap] [TVP World]

North Korean defector sentenced to 20
years in China for human trafficking

(ap) A North Korean defector in Changbai County, Jilin
Province, China, has been sentenced to 20 years in
prison for human trafficking after spending a year and
three months in detention.

The individual, operating as a broker, facilitated the
trafficking of North Korean women to Chinese men. He
enticed the women with promises of a better quality of
life and a payment of 10,000 RMB (1,370 USD).

As COVID-19 sanctions led to border closures, the
broker encountered challenges in generating income.
Chinese authorities disclosed that the defector had
sold approximately 70 females. [Daily NK]
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Pakistan, Iran sign agreement on
maritime border security

(xc) Iran and Pakistan have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on maritime border security to address
issues such as smuggling, illegal fishing, and
environmental sabotage. The Border Guards
Commander of Iran, Brigadier General Ahmad Ali
Goudarzi, met with Pakistan’'s Maritime Security
Agency Director General, Rear Admiral Imtiaz Ali, in
Tehran to discuss the agreement. [Caspian News]

This move is aimed at improving cooperation and
security along the shared maritime border between
Iran and Pakistan, which stretches for over 900
kilometers. Iran's southeastern province of Sistan-
Baluchestan, which shares borders with Pakistan and
Afghanistan, has been a hotspot for clashes between
Iranian security forces and Sunni extremist groups.

Senior Saudi religious leader visits
Pakistan

(mr/Im) Salih bin Abdullah al Humaid, one of the nine
Imams of Grand Mosque of Mecca and Advisor at the
Royal Court of Saudi Arabia met with Pakistan’s
President Arif Alvi. During the meeting, President Alvi
reiterated Pakistan's firm support for a just and
peaceful resolution of the Palestine issue based on the
two-state solution. He emphasized the need for the
world to understand the pain of the Palestinian people
and to play a role in ending Israeli atrocities in Gaza.

Furthermore, President Alvi praised the recent Saudi-
Iran normalization of relations and Saudi Arabia's
initiatives for peace and stability in various regions. He
thanked Saudi Arabia for its economic support to
Pakistan and highlighted the issue of Islamophobia,
especially in India. [Business Recorder] [Dunya News]

The Philippines-US joint West Philippine
Sea patrols not to offend China

(Ib) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
emphasized that the joint maritime and aerial patrols
conducted with the United States Indo-Pacific
Command (USINDOPACOM) in the West Philippine Sea
are within the country's territorial waters and
compliant with international laws and conventions,
including the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) and other regulations.
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The AFP stressed that the patrols aim to promote a
rules-based international order and peace in the
region, asserting the Philippines’ sovereign rights and
jurisdiction. While not intending to escalate tensions,
Aguilar expressed the expectation for China to abide
by international laws and conventions, highlighting the
commitment to peaceful conflict resolution.

The military's adherence to established rules of
engagement was emphasized, aiming for diplomatic
resolutions amidst concerns about aggressive actions.
Additionally, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
strengthened maritime safety partnerships with
Indonesia's Coast Guard during a bilateral meeting,
emphasizing the importance of promoting peace and
stability in Southeast Asia.

Senator Francis Tolentino urged defense authorities to
consider allowing a proposed civilian Christmas convoy
to the BRP Sierra Madre in Ayungin Shoal, countering
dissenting views from the National Security Council
regarding the civilian group's plans. [Philstar]

The Philippines, France boost maritime
cooperation

(Ib) The Philippines and France recently concluded
their 3rd Philippines-France High-Level Political
Consultations (PCs) Meeting in Paris, emphasizing their
commitment to upholding international rules-based
order in maritime affairs, particularly regarding
freedom of navigation.

Led by Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Ma. Theresa
Lazaro and French Ministry for Foreign Affairs Director
Benoit Guidée, discussions highlighted the nations'
shared maritime interests despite geographical
distance, fostering closer ties.

Both sides reiterated their mutual respect for the UN
Charter, sovereignty, multilateralism, and peaceful
conflict resolution, serving as a strong foundation for
their partnership.

The meeting aimed to assess bilateral relations,
emphasizing strategic partnership in defense, regional
situations, energy, agriculture, critical minerals, and
environmental preservation. Discussions included
plans to strengthen defense and security cooperation,
combat transnational crimes (such as cyber threats),
enhance cybersecurity, and expand collaboration in
trade, investment, technology, health, culture, and
people-to-people exchanges, reflecting a commitment
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to fostering broader bilateral cooperation and regional
collaboration. [The Manila Times]

The Philippines welcomes Czechia’s
presence in infrastructure projects

(Ib) During recent diplomatic engagements between
the Philippines and the Czech Republic, Foreign Affairs
Undersecretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro emphasized the
Philippines' interest in the Czech Republic's
involvement in local infrastructure projects,
particularly in enhancing the Philippine mass-transit
system.

Both countries highlighted the importance of Czech
Prime Minister Petr Fiala's visit to Manila, intending to
bolster economic diplomacy and expand cooperation
in various sectors, including agriculture, aviation,
transportation, and space technologies.

The Czech Republic, seen as representing Central
Europe, expressed intentions to actively engage in the
Indo-Pacific Region, focusing on economic, political,
and security interests.

Trade relations between the Philippines and the Czech
Republic have been growing, with the European nation
as the 39th-largest trading partner of the Philippines.
Discussions also touched upon maritime tensions, with
the Czech government offering marine vessels to aid in
securing the Philippines' territorial waters amid
concerns over the West Philippine Sea and Taiwan
Strait.

Undersecretary Lazaro stressed the need for peaceful
discussions with both China and the United States,
given their significance in trade and geopolitical
relations. Additionally, there were discussions on
increasing the quota of Filipino workers in the Czech
labor market, reflecting positive feedback from Czech
companies about Filipino citizens and their work
standards. Lazaro also highlighted the importance of
imparting knowledge about the Philippines' foreign
policy to the Czech people, aiming to build awareness
and mutual understanding between the two nations.
[Business Mirror]

Christmas cancelled for Philippines troops
in disputed sea amid ‘high tensions’ with
China
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(Ib) The Philippines government has deemed the plan
by civilian groups to sail a convoy of volunteers to the
disputed waters of the South China Sea, aiming to
bring Christmas gifts to soldiers stationed at the BRP
Sierra Madre Shoal, as "ill-advised." The BRP Sierra
Madre, a deliberately grounded warship, represents
the Philippines' territorial claim in the Second Thomas
Shoal against China's claims in the West Philippine Sea.

While the government initially supported the intention,
the National Security Council cautioned against
escalating tensions amidst heightened Philippines-
China tensions, urging the civilian group to redirect
their convoy to other islands like Pag-asa Island or
consider sending donations to the Philippine Navy and
Coast Guard for their resupply missions to the BRP
Sierra Madre. Despite this, the civilian group expressed
determination to proceed with the missionin a
peaceful and non-confrontational manner. [The
Independent]

The Philippines, Vietnam strengthen
defence cooperation, affirm commitment
to COCin East Sea

(Ib) During the fifth Vietnam-Philippine defence policy
dialogue in Hanoi, Minister of National Defence
General Phan Van Giang affirmed Vietnam's
commitment to strengthening the strategic
partnership with the Philippines, aiming to elevate
bilateral ties for regional peace, stability, and
prosperity.

Both nations highlighted the importance of enhancing
defence cooperation, agreeing to focus on practical
and effective measures while acknowledging
achievements in delegation exchanges and
maintaining dialogue mechanisms.

Emphasizing the significance of ASEAN-led
mechanisms, they pledged efforts to bolster solidarity
within the regional security architecture. Addressing
the East Sea disputes, they stressed the need to
uphold navigation freedom, safety, and adherence to
international law, including UNCLOS, advocating for
the early conclusion of a Code of Conduct in the East
Sea.

The dialogue outlined plans to enhance defence
collaboration across various domains, including
training, logistics, military medicine, search and rescue
operations, and defence industry, while also
emphasizing continued support at multilateral forums,
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particularly within ASEAN-led platforms. [Vietnam
News]

Chinese, Singaporean foreign ministers
hold phone conversation, vow more
exchanges

(Ib/Im) On November 22, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi engaged in a phone conversation with his
Singaporean counterpart Vivian Balakrishnan,
expressing Beijing's readiness to elevate cooperation
with the city-state to a "higher level" and create
conditions for resuming exchanges that were
disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.The two top
diplomats also discussed regional and international
issues, including the Middle East situation. [South
China Morning Post]

Balakrishnan welcomed the improved tone of US-
China relations following a recent meeting between the
leaders of the two countries, emphasizing the
importance of their relations to the world and the
negative impact of any decoupling between them.
[Xinhua]

South Korea-China: Collaboration
enhanced to combat fine dust pollution

(tms) South Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-soo has
announced a comprehensive plan to address fine dust
pollution, emphasizing increased cooperation and
information sharing with China.

The government aims to reduce 108,000 tons of
airborne particles, with concerns that dust levels may
rise as China's economic activities recover.

The strategy involves monitoring and controlling key
emission sources, devising countermeasures against
foreign pollutants, and enhancing air quality in
everyday locations like schools.

China, often identified as a major contributor to South
Korea's fine dust, will be a key partner in the
collaborative efforts.

In a 2018 survey, over half of respondents attributed
most fine dust to China and other foreign sources.
[Yonhap]
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South Korea-Japan: Court orders to
compensate “comfort women” in
landmark ruling

(tms) An appellate court in South Korea has overturned
a previous decision and ordered Japan to compensate
16 women who were forced to work in Japanese
wartime brothels.

The ruling sparked a strong protest from Tokyo, with
bilateral relations strained over historical issues. The
victims filed the suit in 2016, seeking compensation,
but the case was dismissed in 2021 citing sovereign
immunity.

The Seoul High Court, however, recognized South
Korean jurisdiction over the Japanese government,
stating there's a common international law that
doesn't grant state immunity for illegal acts.

Japan argues the matter was settled in a 1965 treaty.
[Reuters] [Yonhap] [Asahi Shimbun]

South Korea-Ukraine: Railway companies
collaborate for reconstruction projects

(tms) South Korean railway firms, including Korea
Railroad Corp. (KORAIL) and Korea National Railway
(KNR), have signed an initial agreement with Ukraine’s
railway operator to collaborate on seven
reconstruction projects.

The memorandum of understanding, signed during a
three-day Kyiv visit of the officials from the South
Korean Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport,
KORAIL and KNR, involves initiatives such as
constructing an express railway on the Ukraine-Poland
border, enhancing existing railways in southern cities,
and establishing a new traffic control center.

The KNR will lead feasibility studies and construction,
while KORAIL will focus on express railroad operation
and train maintenance. Hyundai-Rotem Co., a train
manufacturer, will oversee the production of new cars
and the construction of a maintenance facility.
[Yonhap]

South Korea-Argentine: Closer ties on
democratic, economic principles fostered
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(tms) In a phone conversation, South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol and Argentina's President-elect Javier
Milei pledged to enhance bilateral cooperation rooted
in liberal democratic values and a market economy.

The call, initiated by Yoon during his visit to Paris,
aimed to strengthen ties following Milei's upcoming
administration inauguration on 10 December.

Yoon congratulated Milei and expressed the desire to
continue their amicable relationship. Milei, in turn,
admired South Korea's economic progress and
expressed eagerness to learn from it.

Both leaders highlighted the enduring friendship since
diplomatic ties began in 1962, committing to deepen
collaboration in alignment with shared values and
economic principles. [Yonhap]

Sri Lanka to approve proposal by Chinese
petrol company to build oil refinery

(If) Sri Lanka is likely to greenlight a proposal from
Chinese state petroleum and oil refiner Sinopec to
construct a refinery valued at USD 4.5 billion,
according to the country's energy minister.

For Sinopec, the globe's largest refinery by capacity
and a major petrochemical producer, this investment
signifies a breakthrough in their prolonged endeavours
to extend beyond China's confines. The company
already possesses refinery assets in Saudi Arabia and
engages in petrochemical production in Russia.
Furthermore, the project aligns with China's Belt and
Road Initiative, aiming to enhance global trade
infrastructure.

Once official approval is granted, Sinopec will
commence the basic engineering design, determining
the refinery's size and technical configuration, as
shared by a senior company official with Reuters. This
investment will complement Sinopec's recently
initiated fuel retailing venture, making it the third
international company with a presence in Sri Lanka,
armed with a license to operate 150 petrol stations.
[Daily Mirror] [Times of India][Reuters]

US lawmakers urge Congress to pass
Taiwan security assistance aid

(oy) US lawmakers are advocating for the passage of a
USD 105 billion security assistance package proposed
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by the White House, that includes Taiwan as receiver.

The proposed package includes USD 61.4 billion in aid
for Ukraine, USD 14.3 billion for Israel, and USD 7.4
billion for the Indo-Pacific region, which encompasses
Taiwan.

US Representatives Mike Gallagher and Raja
Krishnamoorthi, who serve as the Chair and Ranking
Member of the US House of Representatives Select
Committee on Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Communist Party
respectively, discussed the package on CBS' Face The
Nation.

Republican China hawk Gallagher said he believes
congress would pass the packaging and noted the
growing threat Taiwan faces from China. He
highlighted Chinese President Xi Jinping comments to
US President Joe Biden at the APEC summit that solving
the Taiwan question takes precedence over regional
peace and stability. Gallagher further commented that
the perceived threat to peace and stability stems from
what he sees as an imbalance of military power in the
Taiwan Strait and throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

Krishnamoorthi, for his part, noted that the US public
is concerned about a potential war in the next decade
and wants the US government to preclude it. He
underlined the package’s importance in deterring
aggression from China against Taiwan by enhancing
Taiwan's defensive capabilities. He added that
maintaining high-levels of communications between
US and China is important in deterring aggression.

In a separate development, Taiwan’s Minister of
National Defense Chiu Kuo-cheng addressed Taiwan’s
legislature on November 20 regarding Xi's denial of
plans to forcibly reunify Taiwan by 2027 or 2035,
reportedly made during his meeting with President Jo
Biden at the sidelines of the APEC in San Francisco
earlier this month [see AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].
[Taipei Times 1]

Chiu stated that while the armed forces are always
prepared for war, the ministry’'s goal is to prevent it. He
also clarified that the sale of US weapons to Taiwan is a
routine activity and should not be interpreted as an act
of arming Taiwan. [Taipei Times 2]

US lawmakers warn of delay in Taiwan's F-
16 fighter jets
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(oy) On 17 November, a group of Republican
representatives voiced their concerns to US Secretary
of the Air Force Frank Kendall regarding the delays in
two F-16 fighter jet programs for Taiwan. These
programs are part of an effort to bolster Taiwan’s
defense capabilities against China.

The letter, led by US Representative Rob Wittman, Vice-
Chairman of the US House of Representatives Armed
Services Committee, indicated that lawmakers'
concerns have been heightened in recent weeks due to
doubts about the US's ability to manage multiple
conflicts concurrently, given its simultaneous military
commitments to Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan.

The lawmakers called on Kendall to focus on delivering
the military aid to Taiwan, citing regional security
concerns of China’s increased military activities around
Taiwan. The lawmakers also requested a report on the
progress of the F-16 programs by December 18. The
program involves retrofitting Taiwan’s 141 existing F-16
fighters and delivering 66 new F-16.

The retrofit program is behind schedule by almost
three years due to the shortage of key parts.
Meanwhile, software development complexities have
delayed the delivery of new jets by over 15 months.
The lawmakers commended efforts to expedite the F-
16 deliveries from US Air Force and Taiwan, such as
adopting a “spiral” software development approach.

At a cost of USD 12.7 billion, Taiwan's F-16 programs
forms most of its USD 14.3 billion backlog of military
equipment it has committed to buy from the US since
2019. The purchase includes Patriot and Stinger air
defence systems, Harpoon anti-ship missiles, heavy
torpedoes and the High-Mobility Artillery Rocket
System (HIMARS). [Taipei Times]

Chinese warplanes fly near Taiwan as
election intensifies

(oy) Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense (MND)
reported that 11 Chinese military aircraft crossed the
Taiwan Strait median line on November 22.

The MND added that the warplanes coordinated with
Chinese warships to conduct “joint combat readiness
patrols” and its own forces were monitoring the
warplanes. [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan will not succumb to Chinese
pressure

(oy) On 26 November 2023, Taiwan's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA) said that it will not succumb to
Chinese pressure and will continue foreign exchange
and interactions with other countries.

This comes after Nikkei Asia published an article on 23
November 2023 stating that cited an e-mail, reportedly
signed by Greek Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Alexandra Papadopoulou, instructing Greek domestic
and foreign diplomats to avoid events hosted by
Taiwan to not anger China.

MOFA stated that Taiwan is a responsible member of
the global community and is open to foreign exchange
and interactions with other countries It added that
“Taiwan will never cave in to China's long-term and
pervasive pressure, and unilateral behavior in altering
the status quo”. [Taipei Times][Nikkei Asia]

Chairwoman of Norway's Liberal Party
supports Taipei office

(oy) On November 22, Guri Melby, Chairwoman of
Norway's Liberal Party, met with President Tsai Ing-
wen and expressed her intention to support the
establishment of a Norwegian representative office in
Taiwan. Melby's visit to Taiwan is the first official visit
by a Norwegian politician in 12 years.

During the meeting, Tsai highlighted Melby's record of
supporting human rights and Taiwan and that her
delegation’s Taiwan visit would improve the delegates
understanding of Taiwan and foster new opportunities
for Taiwan-Norway collaboration. Tsai highlighted wind
power generation as Taiwan-Norway's largest
economic collaboration project.

Melby, on her part, stated that her visit was to show
Norway's support for Taiwan and the shared values of
liberty, democracy and autonomy. Melby said she
would propose to the Norwegian government to back
Taiwan's involvement in global efforts to combat
climate change and to become a signatory of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

Melby shared her admiration for Taiwan’s
democratization in a short period, noting Taiwan'’s
achievements in democracy, basic human rights and
stable economic growth. She highlighted that
European countries are seeing the threats posed by
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autocratic countries and becoming more aware of their
country’s dependency on them. She called on
European countries to reduce their reliance on
autocratic countries and strengthen their ties with
democratic countries, such as Taiwan. [Taipei Times]

Thailand to boost agricultural exports to
China via Thai-Laos railway

(bk) Thailand is set to initiate agricultural exports to
China through the Thai-Laos railway system starting in
December. The effort involves collaboration between
public and private sector agencies to finalize customs
railway transportation documentation, facilitating
trade routes from Thailand to Laos, China, and Europe.

Key stakeholders include the Commerce Ministry,
Foreign Ministry, Agriculture and Cooperatives
Ministry, Marketing Organization for Farmers, and PTT.

This move aims to strengthen the logistical network for
cross-border commerce, providing broader access to
Thai agricultural products globally. China is Thailand's
largest market for agricultural exports, and the
initiative seeks to address logistical challenges,
supporting the government's goal of expanding the
agricultural product market and boosting farmers'
income.

Despite a slowing economy, China remains a crucial
export market for Thailand, as evidenced by a 4.5
percent increase in exports to China in the first six
months of 2023, primarily driven by agricultural
products. The 6th China International Import Expo in
Shanghai concluded with a notable achievement of
record-high tentative deals reaching USD 78.41 billion,
building on the positive outcomes of the third Belt and
Road Forum for International Cooperation held in
Beijing in mid-October. [The Nation]

CAAT reports Chinese Airlines cancel
Thailand flights amidst booking slump

(bk) The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT)
reported, on November 26, that ten Chinese airlines
have notified the cancellation of flights to Thailand for
December and January due to lower-than-expected
bookings.

Originally, 10,939 flights were scheduled for December,
but only 5,858 have been confirmed, indicating a 46
percent reduction. For January 2024, out of the initially
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planned 10,984 flights, the latest confirmation stands
at 7,420 flights, resulting in a 32 percent drop.

The ten airlines that have reportedly canceled flights
are: Air China, China Eastern, Shanghai Airlines, Spring
Airlines, China Southern, Shenzhen Airlines, Juneyao
Airlines, Okay Airways, Hainan Airlines, and Beijing
Capital. [The Nation 1]

However, subsequent to the CAAT report, the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) governor clarified that
there were no canceled flights; instead, these Chinese
airlines simply returned surplus time slots, and the
overall number of flights to Thailand remains
unchanged.

The return of time slots is attributed to factors such as
overestimation of demand, undesirable time slots, and
discrepancies with departure permits in certain
Chinese airports.

Despite these returns, several airlines, including
VietJet, China Eastern, Nok Air, 9 Air, Thai Lion Air, and
Air Asia, plan to start or expand operations between
China and Thailand. [The Nation 2]

Thailand and China address tourism
concerns amidst controversial film 'No
More Bets' impact

(bk) Thailand and China engaged in discussions to
address concerns arising from the Chinese movie "No
More Bets," which depicts illegal activities in Southeast
Asia. The film's ambiguous setting has caused anxiety
among Chinese viewers, impacting tourism in
Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand.

Cambodia banned the film, claiming it tarnished its
reputation. A survey on Weibo indicated that 85
percent of Chinese respondents expressed reluctance
to travel to ASEAN countries due to safety
uncertainties.

Thai officials, aiming to dispel fears, emphasized the
absence of actual scary scenes in Thailand and urged
better information exchange to combat fake news.

China's ambassador to Thailand assured that the
incident would not undermine Chinese tourists’
confidence in visiting Thailand, particularly during the
upcoming Chinese New Year festival. [The Nation]
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Thai hostages from Gaza released

(bk) On November 26 Thailand's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA) has received confirmation from the Royal
Thai Embassy in Tel Aviv that a second group of four
Thai nationals has been released from Gaza.

However, at the same time, the Israeli authorities have
reported an increase in the number of abducted Thai
nationals by two individuals, leaving an estimated 18
still in captivity.

On November 27, 2023, Hamas released three more
Thai nationals, bringing the total freed to 17 since the
October 7 attack. Fifteen Thai hostages remain captive.
[MFA Thailand] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand, Malaysia agree to enhance
relations and cooperation

(ak) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim had a meeting at the new Sadao
customs checkpoint in Songkhla after a previous
meeting in October 11 on joint border development.

Both sides expressed willingness to advance their
cooperation on joint border development and future
investment.

Srettha asked Malaysia to host the Joint Trade
Commission at the commerce level to pursue
investment and tackle issues together, as we all as, to
jointly agree on the Memorandum of Understanding
on Cross-Border Transport of Goods. He also
encouraged both sides to strengthen the cooperation
at the local chambers of commerce level for a joint
action plan in trade, tourism and border development.

On tourism development and cooperation, Thailand
agreed to temporarily exempt Malaysian tourists from
filing TM6 immigration clearance forms at the Sadao
checkpoint starting from November 1 to April 30, 2024.

On agriculture, Thailand will promote the halal food
products with a plan to set a department under the
Industry Ministry.

Both sides also agreed to resolve wildlife smuggling
across the border with a draft agreement between two
countries that also aims to promote more movement
of goods and people through a road project connecting
Sadao checkpoint with the Bukit Kayu Hitam
checkpoint and a bridge project linking Narathiwat's
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Sungai Kolok to Kelantan's Rantau Panjang. [Bangkok
Post]

Vietnamese Vice President meets with the
Danish Crown Prince

(tt) On November 22, Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan
met with Denmark’s Crown Prince Frederik in
Copenhagen.

Denmark's Crown Prince Frederik proposed that the
two sides maintain their cooperation and mutual
support, as well as collaborate to implement
agreements within the framework of the Green
Strategic Partnership, which was approved on
November 1 by Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and
his Danish counterpart Mette Frederiksen.

The Vice President requested that the Crown Prince
assist Danish organizations such as the Green National
Fund in supporting Vietnam's green transition and
encouraging Danish businesses to invest in renewable
energy and green growth in the Southeast Asian
country. [Socialist Republic of Vietham]

Philippines, Vietnam strengthen defense
cooperation

(tt) General Phan Van Giang, Minister of National
Defense, hosted a reception on November 22 for
Philippine Undersecretary of National Defense Irineo
Cruz Espino, who was in Vietnam to co-chair the 5th
Viet Nam-Philippines defense policy dialogue.

General Phan Van Giang stated at the meeting that
Vietnam is committed to consolidating and
strengthening its strategic partnership with the
Philippines and that the country is determined to work
with it to bring the bilateral relationship to a new level
for peace, stability, and prosperous developmentin
the region and around the world.

The minister suggested that the two countries work
harder to strengthen their strategic partnership. They
agreed to strengthen bilateral defense cooperation by
making it more practical and effective, and by focusing
on delegation exchange to advance existing
cooperation mechanisms, particularly consultation and
defense policy dialogue.

Furthermore, the two countries will increase training
collaboration, prioritize logistics cooperation, and
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strengthen cooperation in areas such as military
medicine, search and rescue operations, and the
defense industry.

The two sides also agreed to continue consulting and
supporting each other at multilateral forums and
mechanisms, particularly those led by ASEAN. Sen.
Lieut. Gen. Hoang Xuan Chien invited leaders of the
Philippine Department of National Defense (DND),
armed forces, and businesses to the Viet Nam
International Defense Expo next year on this occasion.
[Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Cuba, Vietnam increase military and
national defense cooperation

(tt) From November 18 to 25, a delegation from the
National Defense Ministry led by Deputy Minister
Senior Lieutenant General Vo Minh Luong was in Cuba.

Senior Lieutenant General Ivaro Lépez Miera, Minister
of the Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces, welcomed

the Vietnamese delegation and emphasized that their
visit helped strengthen traditional friendship relations
between the two countries and two armies.

The two sides agreed that since Miera's official visit to
Vietnam in June, the two sides' agencies and units have
actively coordinated to realize the cooperation
contents agreed upon by the two ministers,
particularly cooperation in military and national
defense legal systems.

The two sides agreed that they will promote
cooperation in the future through delegation
exchanges, training, and experience sharing in the
development of legal systems, as well as provide each
other with information and documents that both
parties require. [ViethamPlus]

Around 700 Vietnamese citizens in
Myanmar's conflict zones have relocated
to safer areas

(tt) The Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced at a press briefing on November 23 that
700 Vietnamese citizens in Northern Myanmar have
been relocated to temporary safe places, while many
other cases are being investigated.
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The ministry affirmed that it will continue to closely
monitor the situation, keep in touch with Vietnamese
citizens in refugee areas, and be ready to take the
necessary precautions to safely return citizens home.
[Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

29 November 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Asia Society, USA

Deciphering the U.S.-China Al Showdown

The webinar focuses on artificial intelligence (Al)
advancements, particularly - in China, the challenges
posed by Al adoption, and the opportunities it
presents to both China and the world. The discussion
will also delve into (1) financial investments, funding
trends, and Al research metrics in both the United
States and China; (2) the concerns raised by China's
application of Al in surveillance and military contexts;
(3) the consequences of U.S. sanctions on Chinese Al
companies; (4) the continually evolving landscape of
U.S. policy measures.

Learn more about the event at [Asia Society].

29 November 2023 @ 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
Atlantic Council, USA

Report launch: The global future of
nuclear energy

Energy supply is an integral and essential part of
modern society. Since nuclear energy provides low-
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carbon, baseload power, it could play a larger global
role in addressing growing energy demands while
reducing the risks of climate change and air pollution.
The experts will discuss a number of actions that the
United States, Japan, and other civil nuclear allies could
pursue so that nuclear energy can play a larger role in
overcoming the challenges related to energy demand,
energy security, and associated environmental and
public health risks.

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

29 November 2023 @ 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. (GMT-8),
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies
(Stanford), USA

How Welfare Policy Promotes
Authoritarian Legitimacy: The Case of
Cambodia

The expert will delve into different political and
historical aspects of development of Cambodia which
had impact on welfare of its citizens. Also, the speaker
will compare political and state system of Cambodia
and China.

Learn more about the event at [Stanford].

29 November 2023 @ 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. (GMT-8),
Hoover Institution, USA

Taiwan's 2024 General Elections: The
Campaign So Far

On January 13, 2024, Taiwan voters will go to the polls
to elect a new president and legislature. The results
could have major implications for Taiwan’s relationship
with the United States and the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), as well as the peace and stability of the
Indo-Pacific. The speakers will discuss all the possible
implications of different results of the elections both
for Taiwan and for the whole region.

Learn more about the event at [Hoover Institution].

29 November 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. (GMT+8),
NUS East Asian Institute, Singapore
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Golden Jubilee of ASEAN-Japan
Partnership

This seminar will assess the achievements and
challenges to the ASEAN-Japan partnership in the past
five decades. It will also anticipate the future
challenges and opportunities to strengthen the ASEAN-
Japan partnership for mutual benefits and a more
stable, vibrant, and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

Learn more about the event at [NUS East Asian
Institute].

30 November 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. (GMT-5),
United States Institute of Peace, USA

India’s Foreign Policy Toward Its Crisis-
Stricken Neighborhood

The discussion will focus on India's relations with
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Pakistan, exploring the
impact of domestic crises and the geopolitical
competition with China on Indian foreign policy. The
main issue the experts are going to arise is how India
seeks to manage its crisis-stricken neighborhood.

Learn more about the event at [United States Institute
of Peace].

30 November 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. (GMT+8),
Centre on Asia and Globalization (CAG), Singapore

Does IPEF Really Matter to Southeast
Asia?

The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) was
created to develop the Indo-Pacific region. The experts
will consider the important questions following from
the nature of this framework, such as: (1) Given that
IPEF is not a free trade agreement (no market access),
are there really any tangible benefits of joining this
framework? (2) Can IPEF help to revitalize global value
chains and boost trade and investment in the region?
(3) Will IPEF eventually evolve into a new form of
regional cooperation? Or will this initiative fizzle out
over time? (4) Most importantly, does IPEF really
matter to Southeast Asia, particularly at a time when
the region is still struggling to recover from the global
pandemic?

Learn more about the event at [CAG].
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1 December 2023 @ 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Rooftop Solar for MSMEs: Integrating
Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency
Measures

Recognizing the need for tripling renewable power and
doubling energy efficiency by 2030, this webinar aims
to discuss how integrating renewable energy and
energy efficiency measures could be one possible
pathway to achieve that goal in India.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

4 December 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+11),
Australian Institute of International Affairs,
Australia

The Russian Pacific Fleet 2023-2030 -
Implications for Australia’s National
Security and Defence

The webinar will consider the issue of Russian naval
power in the Pacific and answer the question on what
the potential implications for the Royal Australian Navy
(RAN) and allied navies in the Indo-Pacific are.

Learn more about the event at [Australian Institute of
International Affairs].

4 December 2023 @ 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Centre
for International Governance Innovation (CIGI),
USA

Second Annual Workshop on Digital
Governance in China

This year's conference will focus on two areas: (1) the
development of emerging technologies and their
implications for cybersecurity in Canada, China and the
United States; (2) US-led tech export controls and their
implications for China’s technological self-reliance and
innovation.

Learn more about the event at [CIGI].
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5 December 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+9),
Asian Development Bank (ADB), Japan

2nd ASEAN+3 Economic Cooperation and
Financial Stability Forum: Safeguarding
Growth and Stability in a Complex World:
Challenges and Solutions

The forum will be devoted to considering the key
challenges to the region’s macro-financial stability and
outlook and, also, present solutions and initiatives for
fostering new areas of growth. The discussion will
cover such topics as post-pandemic recovery, geo-
economic issues and resistance to them, considering
long-term challenges (for instance, climate change,
demographic shifts, and technological disruptions), as
well as debt situation in the region.

Learn more about the event at [ADB].

5 December 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8),
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Malaysia’s Madani - One Year On

This webinar will critically examine the inaugural year
of the Anwar Ibrahim administration, shedding light on
the complexities inherent in implementing systemic
and enduring changes in Malaysia’s federal
government and at this current economic juncture. It
will examine the challenges that lie ahead and how the
government intends to reform as well as locate the
Malaysian economy within the broader perspective of
the Madani economic framework.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS-Yusof Ishak
Institute].

5 December 2023 @ 8:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (GMT-8),
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies
(Stanford), USA

Prospects for China’s Growth and Foreign
Relations in an Era of Competition: 2nd
Annual Big Data China Conference

The panelists will discuss the state of the Chinese
economy, pathways to manage scholarly exchanges,

and the future of Chinese foreign policy.

Learn more about the event at [Stanford].
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5 December 2023 @ 1:15 - 2:45 p.m. (GMT-5), Asia
Society, USA

Just Energy Transitions and SDGs: Tools
and Enablers

The goal of the event is to synthesize perspectives on
promoting just energy transitions and achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The discussion
will explore the role of various tools and enablers, such
as climate finance, green budgeting, social protection
measures, and international cooperation initiatives,
along with key actors.

Learn more about the event at [Asia Society].

Recent book releases

Chun Han Wong, Party of One: The Rise of Xi Jinping
and China’s Superpower Future, Avid Reader
Press/Simon & Schuster, 418 pages, published May 23,
2023. Visit [Kirkus] for a review.

Bethany Allen, Beijing Rules: How China Weaponized
Its Economy to Confront the World, Harper, 336 pages,
published August 1, 2023. To read a review, see
[Council on Foreign Relations].

Michael Scott-Baumann, The Shortest History of
Israel and Palestine: From Zionism to Intifadas and
the Struggle for Peace, The Experiment, 288 pages,
published February 28, 2023. The book is reviewed in
[Alberta Jewish News]

Sinae Hyun, Indigenizing the Cold War: The Border
Patrol Police and Nation-Building in Thailand,
University of Hawaii Press, 248 pages, published April
30, 2023, reviewed in [LSE].

Abby Innes, Late Soviet Britain: Why Materialist
Utopias Fail, Cambridge University Press, 408 pages,
published September 28, 2023, with a review in [LSE].

Joshua Ehrlich, The East India Company and the
Politics of Knowledge, Cambridge University Press, 280
pages, published July 6, 2023. For a review, see [Asian
Review of Books].

Meena T Pillai, Affective Feminisms in Digital India:
Intimate Rebels, Routledge, 248 pages, published
January 1, 2023. The book is reviewed in [Economic &
Political Weekly].
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Ferdinand Mount, Big Caesars and Little Caesars:
How They Rise and How They Fall - From Julius Caesar
to Boris Johnson, Bloomsbury Continuum, 304 pages,
published September 26, 2023, reviewed in
[Washington Independent Review of Books].

Calls

The Asian Privacy Scholars Network (APSN) invites
paper proposals for its 9th Annual Conference to be
held at National Tsing Hua University (NTHU), Hsinchu,
Taiwan, on August 15-16, 2024. The conference
focuses on the interplay between international law and
comparative law in the context of data governance in
the Asia-Pacific region. The deadline for abstract
submission is January 15, 2024. For more information,
see [APSN].

The European Political Science Association (EPSA)
invites paper proposals for its 14th annual
conference that will take place on July 4-6 in Cologne,
Germany. The deadline for abstract submission is
January 15, 2024. For more information, see [EPSA].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided as [CPG].
The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,
or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.
Applications are accepted until open until filled. More
information is provided as [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Women Peace and Security Analyst
to be based in Erbil, Iraq. Applications are accepted
until December 10, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in
Luanda, Angola. Applications are accepted until
December 9, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Finance Analyst to be based in
Senegal. Applications are accepted until December 9,
2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Entrepreneurship Research and
Partnerships Analyst to be based in Istanbul, Turkey.
Applications are accepted until December 10, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Specialist to be based in
Suva, Fiji. Applications are accepted until December 10,
2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Policy Officer to be based Mersin,
Turkey. Applications are accepted until December 4,
2023. More information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Senior
Business Support Associate to be based in Juba,
South Sudan. Applications are accepted until
December 4, 2023. More information is provided as
[WEP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Policy Officer to be based in Juba, South
Sudan. Applications are accepted until December 4,
2023. More information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Monitoring Assistant to be based in Maputo,
Mozambique. Applications are accepted until
December 4, 2023. More information is provided as
[WEP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Finance
Associate to be based in Bishkek. Applications are
accepted until December 3, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Officer Child Rights and Business to
be based in Manila, Philippines. Applications are
accepted until December 11, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Specialist, to be based in Manila,
Philippines. Applications are accepted until December
11, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an International Consultancy to be based in Kenya.
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Applications are accepted until December 10, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Emergency Specialist, to be based in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea. Applications are
accepted until December 11, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Health Manager, to be based in Maputo,
Mozambique. Applications are accepted until
December 11, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Data
Assistant, to be based in Pyay and Hakha, Myanmar.
Applications are accepted until December 11, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Officer, to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until December
14, 2023. More information is provided as [WHQO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Scientist (SRHR Policy), to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 15,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].
The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Suva, Fiji. Applications are
accepted until December 9, 2023. More information is
provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
National Professional Officer HIV to be based in Port
Sudan, Sudan. Applications are accepted until
December 8, 2023. More information is provided as
[WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Legal
Officer to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until December 6, 2023.
More information is provided as [UN].
The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
National Information Officer to be based in Yangon,
Myanmar. Applications are accepted until December 2,
2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Victims' Rights Advocate to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until
December 11, 2023. More information is provided as
[UN]
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The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Assistant Secretary-General and Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for
Disaster Risk Reduction to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until December
4,2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Finance and Budget Officer to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until
December 20, 2023. More information is provided as
[UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Municipal Reintegration Coordinator, to be
based in Honduras. Applications are accepted until
December 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Mental Health Supervisor, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until January 15,
2024. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Deputy Director of Programs to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until December 24,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Intensive Case Management Caseworker, to be
based in United States. Applications are accepted until
January 24, 2024. More information is provided as
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
REACH Consortium Coordinator, to be based in
Yemen. Applications are accepted until December 24,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Humanitarian-Development-Peace Nexus (HDPN)
Advisor, to be based in Rome, Italy. Applications are
accepted until January 19, 2024. More information is
provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Officer, to be based in Panama City,
Panama. Applications are accepted until December 15,
2023. More information is provided as [FAO].
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist, to be based
in Astana, Kazakhstan. Applications are accepted until
December 8, 2023. More information is provided as
[FAQ].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Programme Officer, to be based in Accra, Ghana.
Applications are accepted until December 15, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Operations Specialist, to be based in Astana,
Kazakhstan. Applications are accepted until December
8, 2023. More information is provided as [FAQ].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Project Coordinator, to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until December 7,
2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Policy Officer, to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until December
25, 2023. More information is provided as [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Migration Health Officer, to be based in
Kaiserslautern, Germany. Applications are accepted
until December 10, 2023. More information is provided
as [I0M].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Senior Project Assistant, to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until December 6,
2023. More information is provided as [IOM].
The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Supply Chain Unit, to be based in Manila,
Philippines. Applications are accepted until December
17,2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Performance
Monitoring Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until January 8, 2024. More
information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Radionuclide
Methods Expert, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until December 6, 2023.
More information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Logistics Support
Unit, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are
accepted until December 30, 2023. More information is
provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Maintenance


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-iuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-dll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-dlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vhulyjd-l-dly/

Engineer, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications
are accepted until December 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate Voluntary
Contributions and Programme Coordination
Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications
are accepted until December 6, 2023. More
information is provided as [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Management Office
Senior Associate, to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until December 12, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Assistant, to be based in
Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted until
December 8, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Project Management Support, to
be based in Bonn, Germany. Applications are accepted
until December 10, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Director, to be based in
Kabul, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until
December 13, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a National NDC Coordinator, to be
based in Majuro, Marshall Islands. Applications are
accepted until December 15, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].
The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Technical Officer Clinical Servicesto be based in
Ziguinchor, Senegal. Applications are accepted until
not specified. More information is provided as [FHI
360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Research Analyst, to be based in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Applications are accepted until not
specified. More information is provided as [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Chief of Party, to be based in Kosovo. Applications are
accepted until not specified. More information is
provided as [FHI 360].
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The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Regional Learning, Monitoring and Evaluation
(LME) Manager, to be based in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided as [FHI 360].
The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, to be based in
Cambodia. Applications are accepted until not
specified. More information is provided as [FHI 360].

Saba University School of Medicine in Saba Island,
Dutch Caribbean is inviting applications for a
Professor for Behavioral Medicine. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Saba University School of Medicine].

New York University Abu Dhabi in United Arab
Emirates is inviting applications for a Research
Assistant in Division of Social Science [Economics].
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [New York University Abu Dhabi]

Buena Vista University in lowa, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Education position in the School of Education.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Buena Vista University]

Foothill-De Anza Community College District in
California, United States is inviting applications for an
Instructor, History. Application submission deadline
is open until filled. For more details, see [Foothill-De
Anza Community College District].

Middle Tennessee State University in Tennessee,
United States is inviting applications for a Dean,
College of Behavioral and Health Sciences.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Middle Tennessee State University].

Metropolitan State University in Minnesota, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [Metropolitan State
University]

University of South Carolina Upstate in South
Carolina, United States is inviting applications for an
Instructor of Criminal Justice and Director of the
Upstate Crime Analysis Center. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [University of South Carolina Upstate].

California State University at Dominguez Hills in
California, United States is inviting applications for an
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Assistant Professor. Application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [California State
University].

Stephen F. Austin University in Texas, United States
is inviting applications for a Mental Health Counselor.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Stephen F. Austin University].

Drexel University in Pennsylvania, United States is
inviting applications for an Information Science
Department Head. Application submission deadline is
January 15, 2024. For more details, see [Drexel
University].

The Department of Criminal Justice and
Criminology at University of Missouri-Kansas City in
Missouri United States is inviting applications for an
Adjunct Faculty Teaching Position. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [University of Missouri-Kansas City]

Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor in American
Studies. Application submission deadline is December
20, 2023. For more details, see [Kenyon College]

The Department of Social and Cultural Analysis at
New York University in New York, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
Black Cultural Studies. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [New
York University].

Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor of English.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Hofstra University].

The School of Arts and Sciences at the University of
Rochester in Rochester, New York is inviting
applications for a Director, Susan B. Anthony
Institute. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of
Rochester].

The Department of Gender and Women's Studies
(GWS) at the University of Rhode Island in Rhode
Island, United States is inviting applications for a
Visiting Assistant Professor in Black Feminisms.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of Rhode Island].

The School of Social Science and Global Studies at
The University of Southern Mississippi in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi is inviting applications for an
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Assistant Teaching Professor. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[University of Southern Mississippil.

The Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University
in New Haven, CT is inviting applications for a
Postdoctoral Associate in East Asian Studies.
Application submission deadline is January 5, 2024. For
more details, see [Yale University].

The Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University
in New Haven, CT is inviting applications for a
Postdoctoral Associate in Central Asian Studies.
Application submission deadline is January 5, 2024. For
more details, see [Yale University].

The University of Wisconsin-Madison in Wisconsin,
United States is inviting applications for an Africana
and Francophone Studies Librarian. Application
submission deadline is December 4, 2023. For more
details, see [University of Wisconsin-Madison].

The Department of African American Studies at
Princeton University in New Jersey, United States is
inviting applications for a Visiting Research Position.
Application submission deadline is January 4, 2024. For
more details, see [Princeton University].

The Department of Political Science at
Northwestern University in Evanston, lllinois is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Instruction in Computational Social Science.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Northwestern University].

St. Thomas University in Florida, United States is
inviting applications for a Faculty Professor
Humanities. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [St. Thomas University].

The Department of Child and Family Science at
National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, Taiwan
is inviting applications for an Assistant Professor.
Application submission deadline is January 31, 2024.
For more details, see [National Taiwan Normal
University].

Foothill-De Anza Community College District in
California, United States is inviting applications for an
Instructor, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies,
De Anza College. Application submission deadline is
January 22, 2024. For more details, see [Foothill-De
Anza Community College District].

The College of Science at Virginia Tech in Virginia,
United States is inviting applications for an Associate
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Director for Educational Research. Application
submission deadline is open until January 5, 2024. For
more details, see [The College of Science at Virginia
Tech].

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Administration of Justice. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[Texas Southern University].

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is
inviting applications for a Chief Of Police and
Executive Director of Emergency Management.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Texas Southern University].

Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Georgia is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Psychology. Application submission deadline is
December 20, 2023. For more details, see [Kennesaw
State University].

Minnesota State University in Minnesota, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor in Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[Minnesota State University].

The Department of English at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, Texas is inviting applications for
an Open Rank Professor and Kahn Endowed Chair.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Southern Methodist University].

Baylor University in Waco, Texas is inviting
applications for a Professor and Department Chair,
Educational Psychology. Application submission
deadline is March 1, 2024. For more details, see [Baylor
University].

Team:

Aida Pached;ji (ap), Aimpavee Kiratiakkrasak (ak),
Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql),
Felicitas Diecke (fd), Griffin Allan (ga), Harshita Prashar
(hp), Isabelle Chua (ic), Jason Wang (jw), Jia Yue Ong (oy),
Jonathan Riley (jr), Joseph Black (jb), Lachlan Foster (If),
Lawrence Brenner (Ib), Lucas Meier (Im), Maria Christina
Wong (mw), Mariam Rehman (mr), Morten Strantzen (ms),
Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha), Noor Afrose (na), Olena
Krytska, Philipp SchiifSler (ps), Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm),
Sai Laung Kam (sk), Saranya Setthi, Tarazi Mohammed
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Sheikh (tms), Teerada Thammapoonphol (tt), Tomwit
Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn),
Xiangyi Chen (xc), Yudo Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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