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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Finland’s and

Tanzania’s Independence Day and the Birthday of

Thailand’s Late King Bhumibol Adulyadej this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Warning against falsification of

local economic data

(ms) China’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) has

issued a stern warning to local authorities regarding

the falsification of economic statistics and interference

with data collection. The NBS revealed instances of

data falsification in Guizhou province and data

collection interference by county governments in

Shaanxi province.

This warning is part of the Chinese government's

ongoing efforts to enhance data accuracy, enabling

well-informed economic decision-making. Concerns

about the transparency and accuracy of China's

economic data persist, with previous punitive actions

taken against local officials in Guizhou and Shaanxi for



similar offenses during inspections conducted by the

NBS earlier this year and last year.

Emphasizing the importance of reliable data for policy

and business decisions, NBS Director Kang Yi cited

cases where county governments manipulated GDP

and economic statistics as part of "macroeconomic

management."

China’s economic challenges and the impact of the

zero-COVID policy underscore the critical need for

trustworthy data. The authenticity of China’s economic

data has faced scrutiny from international observers,

analysts, and policymakers, diminishing the confidence

of foreign investors. [South China Morning Post]

China: Major Bank enforces ban on

bearish views and luxury displays

(ms) China International Capital Corp. (CICC), one of

the country’s largest banks, has implemented a ban on

its analysts from producing negative research on

China’s economy and financial markets, according to a

recent report by Bloomberg. The ban, outlined in an

internal memo sent to the bank’s research

department, covers both public and non-public

statements.

Additionally, employees at CICC are advised to refrain

from wearing luxury brands and disclosing their

compensation to individuals outside the bank. This

directive is seen as part of a broader trend, as at least

two other Chinese investment banks have reportedly

issued similar warnings to their staff regarding

negative commentary and displays of wealth.

Censorship of critical or negative content is nothing

new in China, especially with reference to the Chinese

government, and the same applies to the economy,

but the crackdown on criticism of the latter has

increased significantly, especially in the wake of the

recent sluggish economic successes, particularly during

and after three years of zero COVID.

The tightening of regulations and guidance for

employees aligns with China’s ongoing initiative for

“common prosperity” aiming to achieve a more

equitable distribution of wealth and opportunities,

fostering social harmony and sustainable

development. This movement has involved

government officials criticizing certain sectors,

including the financial industry, and urging corrections

to what they perceive as “hedonistic” lifestyles among

bankers. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]
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China: Safeguarding migrant workers’

salaries before the end of the year

(ms) As the year concludes and the Lunar New Year

approaches, the government is intensifying efforts to

ensure punctual wage payments for migrant workers.

State Councilor Shen Yiqin, overseeing employment

and labor protection, underscored the necessity of

imposing strict penalties for intentional wage delays in

a Beijing conference call. With wage arrears

accumulating as the year ends, local governments are

actively investigating and swiftly resolving the

underlying issues.

Migrant workers, constituting around a third of China’s

workforce, approximately 300 million in 2022, play a

vital role in the country's urbanization. However, they

frequently encounter challenges such as

underpayment and a lack of social security benefits

due to their unregulated employment, issues

exacerbated by the sluggish economic recovery post-

pandemic.

Several local governments, including Beijing, Hunan,

and Shanxi provinces, are proactively addressing the

problem, focusing particularly on sectors like real

estate development grappling with financial

constraints. The New Year holiday holds significant

importance for migrant workers as it offers an

opportunity for family reunions, highlighting the crucial

need for timely wage payments. The government's

directive aims to prevent social instability and potential

"mass casualties" resulting from economic pressures,

indicating an awareness of the potential consequences

of delayed wage payments. [Caixin Global] [South

China Morning Post]

China: Copyright protection for AI-

generated images

(ms) In a potentially groundbreaking decision, the

Beijing Internet Court has conferred copyright

protection upon AI-generated images, marking a

departure from prior rulings in Western countries that

rejected such protection based on the “lack of human

authorship” argument.

The court’s ruling recognizes that AI-generated images

satisfy the criteria of “originality” and embody the

original intellectual investment of individuals.
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Consequently, these works merit acknowledgment as

distinct creations eligible for safeguarding under

copyright law.

This verdict aligns with China’s comparatively lenient AI

regulations. Initially stringent, the country’s regulations

on the AI sector underwent a significant relaxation

during the consultation process, rendering the

government relatively hands-off. This shift has

empowered various Chinese tech companies to

independently launch their chatbots. Just on December

4 tech giant ByteDance announced that it is working on

its own platform that allows users to create their own

AI chatbot. ByteDance thus joins companies such as

Alibaba and Baidu in the development of AI

technology. [South China Morning Post]

The court’s decision reinforces this accommodating

trajectory by enhancing the protectability of AI-

generated works, rendering them more appealing

from a monetary perspective. This move is poised to

stimulate the growth of a potential new market,

further underscoring China's progressive stance in

fostering innovation within the AI domain. [Intellectual

Property Library via WeChat in Chinese] [Project

Syndicate]

China: Hong Kong Court grants

Evergrande adjournment amid

restructuring efforts

(ms) The hearing of the developer Evergrande Group

before a Hong Kong court in connection with a

liquidation petition has been surprisingly postponed

until January 29. This will give the heavily indebted real

estate developer additional time to finalize a revised

plan to restructure its offshore debt.

This development follows Evergrande's default on

offshore debt in 2021, which heralded the start of the

debt crisis in the Chinese real estate sector that

continues to this day. The company has been working

on revising its restructuring plan to avoid liquidation.

The postponement came amid efforts to address

creditors' concerns and work out a plan acceptable to

all classes of creditors.

Top Shine, a Hong Kong-based investment firm, filed

the petition against Evergrande in June 2022, alleging

that Evergrande had failed to honor an agreement

related to shares in its Fangchebao unit.

Evergrande's proposed restructuring plan is to offer

creditors shares in its listed subsidiaries and issue
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certificates backed by available assets, replacing the

original proposal of equity-linked instruments.

However, a group of offshore creditors has expressed

dissatisfaction with the revised terms.

The potential liquidation of Evergrande, the world's

most indebted property developer with over USD 300

billion in debt, could further damage China's real

estate sector, which once accounts for more than one

third of the country's economic growth. As Evergrande

works to refine its restructuring proposal, the outcome

remains uncertain, and creditors will be watching

developments closely in the coming weeks. [Reuters]

[South China Morning Post] [The New York Times]

China: Crackdown on machinery subsidy

fraud and environmental violations

(ms) China is increasing its efforts to combat

corruption and environmental violations, with a recent

investigation by the agriculture ministry shedding light

on suspected machinery subsidy fraud in three

provinces and environmental inspection in the Qinghai

province.

China’s agriculture ministry has launched

investigations into suspected cases of machinery

subsidy fraud in three provinces, expanding the scope

of Beijing's anti-corruption campaign to the grain

industry. Last year, Beijing allocated USD 3 billion to

aid farmers in purchasing machinery, part of a broader

initiative to stabilize agricultural production crucial for

the country's food security.

Reports suggest that some individuals and enterprises

have exploited the subsidy scheme relying on practices

like collusion between enterprises to generate fake

sales of agricultural machinery and the misuse of

subsidy funds for potentially illegal activities.

Concurrently, environmental inspectors have targeted

the Qaidam Basin in Qinghai province, uncovering

unauthorized water extraction and other violations by

resource companies. The inspections have revealed

breaches of environmental regulations, including

falsification of production accounts and the unlawful

use of grassland as a wastewater site.

Two subsidiaries of the state-owned China National

Salt Industry Corporation have been implicated in

fraudulent practices.

China’s dual focus on environmental compliance and

anti-corruption measures aligns with broader efforts to
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address ecological concerns and enhance regulatory

integrity. The government's crackdown on

environmental damage reflects its commitment to

curbing excess pollution and energy consumption and

secure food security. [South China Morning Post 1]

[South China Morning Post 2]

China: Prominent Hong Kong activist flees

bail

(ms) Agnes Chow, a prominent figure in Hong Kong’s

pro-democracy movement and a key player in the 2019

protests, has chosen not to return to the city, citing

concerns for her safety.

Currently studying in Canada, Chow announced on

social media that she would not comply with bail

conditions requiring her return and is now one of

several activists from Hong Kong who have left the city

due to the threat of legal persecution.

Arrested in 2020 under Beijing's national security law,

Chow faced charges related to participating in an

unauthorized assembly during the 2019

demonstrations. Released on bail in 2021, she was

required to check in regularly with the police. However,

citing the impact on her mental health, Chow declared

her intention to no longer adhere to this condition.

The Chinese authorities had offered to return Chow's

passport in July to facilitate her studies in Canada, but

the condition was a visit to mainland China. She agreed

and as a result had to visit an exhibition about China's

achievements and the headquarters of tech giant

Tencent for a day with Chinese police officers in mid-

August.

Despite complying with the terms and receiving her

passport, Chow has decided against returning to Hong

Kong. She is contemplating seeking asylum in. The

Hong Kong police condemned Chow's decision,

emphasizing the consequences of being labeled a

"fugitive." [Al Jazeera] [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: SCMP journalist missing since

visiting mainland

(ms) Minnie Chan, a senior reporter covering security

matters for the Hong Kong-based South China Morning

Post (SCMP), has been unreachable since attending the

Xiangshan Forum, a Chinese defence forum in Beijing

from October 29 to 31.
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The Hong Kong Journalists Association expressed deep

concern over Chan’s safety.

While the SCMP has publicly announced that Chan is

on a “personal leave” in Beijing and is in contact with

her family, who have reportedly said they are handling

personal matters, concerns remain that Chan is under

investigation by the Chinese government.

Just last year, another journalist from the newspaper

disappeared during a visit to the mainland for a total of

nine months, and in general, the Chinese security

authorities have a catalogue of tools that they can

potentially use against dissidents.

Among other things they are allowed to detain

suspects for up to 37 days before they are officially

arrested, and for up to 13.5 months before they are

officially charged. According to Reporters without

Borders, more than 100 journalists are currently in

detention in China (see Reporters without Borders on

China).

The Committee to Protect Journalists has called for

immediate disclosure of Chan’s location and assurance

of her safety, highlighting the challenges journalists

face in carrying out their work without fearing for their

well-being.

Meanwhile, the Chinese Foreign Ministry claimed to

have no knowledge of the case. [Al Jazeera] [FMPRC]

[Hong Kong Free Press] [Reuters]

Japan: Largest LDP faction under scrutiny

for secret funds

(ic) Prosecutors are looking into the Seiwa Seisaku

Kenkyū kai, the largest faction within the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP), which was led by the late

former Prime Minister (PM) Abe Shinzo. According to

sources on December 1, that faction had accumulated

about JPY 100 million (USD 676,000) in a so-called

“slush fund” over a five-year period. [Kyodo News]

This large sum of money was accumulated through the

sale of tickets to fundraising parties. Each ticket costs

JPY 20,000 (USD 1,362.26), and faction members are

required to invite a minimum number of people to hit

a quota, with the quota depending on their positions in

the party and their seniority. Reportedly, the Seiwa

faction had an informal practice of not reporting

anybody who went over the quota, returning the extra

funds from the excess ticket sales to each member

afterwards.
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As the statute of limitations under the Political Fund

Control Law is five years, the total amount not

reported is counted from 2018. During the time period

of 2018-2022, the Seiwa faction raised a total of JPY

660 million (USD 4.5 million), excluding the

aforementioned slush fund money.

At news conferences on the same day, a number of

high-ranking LDP politicians, including cabinet

ministers, were requested to speak. Current Seiwa

faction leader Shionoya Ryu, former Head of the LDP

Election Strategy Headquarters (2017-2018), initially

admitted to a kickback system, but later retracted the

comment, claiming that his response was vague and

misunderstood.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Matsuno Hirokazu, Minister of

Economy, Trade and Industry Yasutoshi Nishimura,

and two other unnamed cabinet ministers declined to

comment. Minister of Internal Affairs and

Communications Suzuki Junji claimed to have never

personally received any kickbacks due to failing to

meet the quota at each fundraising party. [Asahi

Shinbun]

At a meeting of the Lower House Budget Committee

on November 22, Kishida claimed that the mistake was

purely an oversight and otherwise inconsequential and

instructed the five factions implicated in this issue to

explain the under-reporting [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

The reports have since been revised.

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida denies

suspected Unification Church ties

(ic) On December 4, Japan’s major newspaper Asahi

Shimbun reported that Prime Minister (PM) Fumio

Kishida, during his tenure as Policy Chief in the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP), met Kajikuri Masayoshi,

chairman of the Japanese branch of the Universal

Peace Federation (UPF). This was during a visit to LDP

headquarters by US politician and former Speaker of

the House Newt Gingrich in 2019, primarily for the

purposes of discussing the US Presidential Election of

2020.

The UPF’s founder, Moon Sun Myung, is the husband

of Moon Hak Ja Han, currently leader of the Family

Federation for World Peace and Unification, also

known as the Unification Church. Gingrich has close

ties with the UPF, and the UPF is friendly with the

Unification Church.
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Kajikuri also leads the International Federation for

Victory over Communism (IFVC) and the Federation for

World Peace (FWP); both groups were also founded by

the Moon couple. Kajikuri Gentaro, the father of

Masayoshi, previously also presided over the Japanese

branches of these three organizations. (IFVC, FWP,

UPF).

It is reported that Kajikuri and Kishida exchanged

name cards, but not much is known about their

interactions beyond that. If true, it would repudiate

Kishida’s claim in October 2022 at the Diet that he had

“been engaged in political activities without having any

relationship with the Unification Church.” [Asahi

Shinbun 1]

It was later reported that the initial intent was for

Gingrich to meet with the late former PM Abe Shinzo,

who was himself assassinated over his suspected ties

to the Unification Church. As he could not attend the

meeting, he got Kishida to meet with Gingrich in his

stead. Michael Jenkins, former president of the US

branch of the Unification Church (2000-2009) and the

head of UPF International (2019-present), was also

present at the meeting; Asahi reports having come into

possession of a photo between Kishida, Kajikuri, and

Jenkins.

Kishida maintains that he was unaware at the time that

any individuals linked to the Unification Church were

present at that meeting. [Asahi Shinbun 2] [Japan

Times] [Kyodo News]

The LDP continues to be under public scrutiny for

alleged ties with the Unification Church that has been

tied with the assassination of former Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe in August last year. On November 16, State

Minister of the Cabinet Office Kudo Shozo admitted to

attending multiple events and meetings with

Unification Church leaders.

A poll conducted on October 14 had linked a steep

decline in the support of PM Kishida Fumio’s

government with suspicions that the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) continues to have ties with the

Unification Church which is linked to the assassination

of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe [see AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3].

Japan: Budget passed for inflation relief

(ic) On November 29, the House of Councilors

approved a JPY 13.20 trillion (USD 88 billion)

supplementary budget for the current business year
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that runs till next March. In a rare move, some

opposition parties joined the ruling coalition of the

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the Komeito to

support the budget. [Kyodo News 1]

The budget was passed by the House of

Representatives on November 24, and will issue JPY

8.88 trillion (USD 59.41 billion) worth of government

bonds to secure the necessary funding. The package

will also include JPY 70,000 (USD 468.34) payouts to

low-income households and an extension of fuel cost

reduction subsidies until next spring. It will also seek to

support the domestic chip sector and invest in growth

areas such as artificial intelligence, deep sea

exploration, and space exploration [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

In a speech given the day prior at the Kyodo News

headquarters, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio pledged

to tackle inflation and price hikes by achieving wage

growth through public-private collaboration. While this

budget is one of the measures, Kishida also said his

government will support “bold domestic investment” in

critical items such as semiconductors amid concerns

that China has dominated crucial material markets.

[Kyodo News 2]

Analysts estimate that inflationary pressures should

last into the next fiscal year. [NHK World]

Already, there are indications that Japanese wages are

growing by record amounts, with a survey released on

November 28 by the Ministry of Health, Labor, and

Welfare (MHLW) showing that monthly regular pay

rose 3.2 percent, or JPY 9,437 (USD 63.59), on average

this year. [Asahi Shinbun] [Japan Times] [Ministry of

Health, Labor, and Welfare, Japan, in Japanese]

Japanese wages had stagnated for three decades, but

2023 saw the largest wage increases at 3.58 percent.

Unions will nevertheless continue to push for greater

wage increases, with Japan’s largest union, “Rengo,”

seeking a wage increase of at least five percent in the

2024 wage negotiations. [Reuters]

Japan: Coalition to ask government to

ease arms exports regulations

(ic) On November 29, the Japanese ruling coalition,

comprised of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and

Komeito and led by Prime Minister Kishida Fumio, will

seek to amend regulations that currently limit Japan

from exporting completed defense-related products.

[Kyodo News]
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This is part of a broader expansion in Japan’s defense

spending. Put together with the increased domestic

orders for defense equipment as well as the

implementation and expansion of the new Official

Security Assistance (OSA) program with allied nations,

companies in the defense industry say the financial

windfalls have already exceeded expectations [see AiR

No. 48, November/2023, 4].

For example, Kawasaki Heavy Industries Ltd. expects

about JPY 460 billion (USD 3.13 billion) in orders for the

company’s defense arm in fiscal 2023, up by JPY 200

billion (USD 1.36 billion) year on year. [Asahi Shinbun]

Japan: Government successfully sued over

welfare cuts

(ic) On November 27, the Nagoya High Court ordered

the government to compensate 13 public assistance

recipients in Aichi Prefecture who claimed that the

cutting of their welfare benefits from 2013 to 2015 put

them under “severer financial strain.” The High Court

also criticized the methodology the government used

to derive the reduction figures and ordered them to

reverse it.

The issue at play regards the amount provided to

welfare recipients. Claiming deflationary pressures at

play, the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare

(MHLW) lowered the threshold by an average of 6.5

percent over the three-year period. The MHLW has

acknowledged that the revision at that time was not

lawful under the Law concerning State Liability for

Compensation.

The government is expected to appeal this case to the

Supreme Court, considering their victory in a similar

case at the Osaka High Court in April. [The Japan News]

While a total of thirty similar lawsuits have been filed

across the country, this is the second appeal court

decision, and the first to deny the legality of the

revision.

In addition, this is the first ruling in this series of

lawsuits to award state compensation. The Nagoya

High Court ordered the government to pay JPY 10,000

(USD 67.50) in compensation to each plaintiff. The

plaintiffs’ legal counsel, Mori Hironori, has further

demanded the retroactive payment of unpaid amounts

and for the benefits level to be restored to its state

before 2013. [Asahi Shinbun]
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Japan: IOC says photo albums do not

violate code of ethics

(ic) The International Olympic Committee (IOC) stated

on November 30 that a series of photo albums costing

up to JPY 200,000 (USD 1,330) each that had been

gifted to about 100 IOC members by Ishikawa

Governor Hase Hiroshi were not in violation of the IOC

code of ethics.

The IOC’s code of ethics prohibits Olympics-related

officials from receiving gifts, but the Committee, as the

albums commemorate the time when they were active

athletes, held the position that the commemorative

photo albums are a token of gratitude in accordance

with IOC rules. [Asahi Shinbun]

The IOC scandal, although occurring during the

administration of the late former Prime Minister (PM)

Abe Shinzo, has further damaged the already teetering

reputation of PM Kishida Fumio. [South China Morning

Post]

This follows an outcry since November 17 when Hase,

a former wrestler, said in a speech that he had done

this after Abe told him to spare no expense in

obtaining the IOC’s vote to hold the Olympics in Tokyo

in 2020 [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4].

Japan: Space agency hit with cyberattack

(ic) The government announced on November 29 that

the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) had

been hit by an unauthorized access attack to a network

server.

The attack reportedly did not compromise sensitive

information for rocket and satellite operations, and no

data leaks have been found so far. Although the attack

occurred in summer, it was only discovered and

reported in autumn, and authorities are currently

trying to identify the source of the attack, the scope of

the damage and any vulnerabilities in the agency’s

security systems. [Asahi Shinbun] [Kyodo News]

While there are currently no speculations regarding

the source of the attacks, articles have consistently

noted that this is the third time JAXA has suffered

cyberattacks, with the two previous instances in 2012

and 2016 believed to have originated from China’s

People’s Liberation Army (PLA). [Cybernews] [Payload]

[The Register]
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Japan: Revised estimates for impact of

hypothetical crisis at Tokyo nuclear

reactor

(ic) On November 28, the Ibaraki prefectural

government released revised estimates of the number

of people who would be forced to flee in the event of a

major safety incident at the Japan Atomic Power

Company’s Tokai No. 2 nuclear reactor, which is the

only commercial nuclear reactor in the Tokyo greater

metropolitan area.

Tagged at 170,000 residents, Ibaraki officials say this is

the first time prefectural officials have requested for a

utility company operating a nuclear reactor to estimate

the effectiveness of evacuation plans.

In total, results of 22 scenarios calculated by Japan

Atomic Power under various conditions, assuming a

major core meltdown at an online reactor, were

released. [Asahi Shinbun]

The reactor’s operations had been suspended in 2021

due to a lack of evacuation planning. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Introduction of electronic arrest

warrants to Code of Criminal Procedure

(ic) Officials from the Ministry of Justice stated on

December 4 that, as part of the move to digitalize its

criminal procedures, an advisory panel has suggested

that electronic arrest warrants and interrogation

records be introduced via revisions to the Code of

Criminal Procedure in a Diet session in 2024. [Ministry

of Justice, Japan, in Japanese]

Other proposals include the addition of hybrid court

proceedings, as well as the digitalization of the

evidence-viewing, criminal complaint, indictment, and

bail processes.

A proposal by the Japan Federation of Bar Associations

to allow lawyers’ interviews with suspects and

defendants to be conducted virtually was not adopted.

[Kyodo News]

Japan: "Luffy" crime ring members served

fresh warrants over 2022 robbery

(ic) Four senior members of a crime ring were served

with fresh warrants on December 5 over a a robbery

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-it/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-ii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-id/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-id/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-ih/


that resulted in injuries in western Tokyo last year. The

four have been named as Imamura Kiyoto (39), who

authorities suspect used the pseudonym “Luffy” (a

reference to the animated show One Piece) when

planning and conducting the crimes; Watanabe Yuki

(39); Fujita Toshiya (39); and Kojima Tomonobu (45).

They are believed to have plotted their extensive

record of eight violent robberies, with one resulting in

the death of a 90-year-old woman, remotely via an

encrypted messaging app while being held at an

immigration detention facility in Manila. They were

deported to Japan in February 2023. [BBC] It is believed

that this ring is one of those that have come under the

spotlight recently in Japanese media for recruiting

people to actually carry out the crimes online, a trend

referred to as yami baito (dark part-time work). [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Considerations to delay launch of

Mars moon probe from 2024 to 2026

(ic) Sources stated on December 3 that Japan is

considering the postponement of the Martian Moons

Exploration project (MMX), a project that aims to

retrieve the world's first Martian moon surface

samples due to the new flagship H3 rocket which

would be used in the project. Such a delay from 2024

to 2026 would cause Japan to be unable to follow

through on the highlight of its 2025 World Exposition in

Osaka, where it had promised to livestream detailed

images to the Expo venue.

The inaugural launch of the H3 by the Japan Aerospace

Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Mitsubishi Heavy

Industries Ltd. had failed back in March, losing its

payload; the second launch, set for March 2024,

equipped with measures to prevent a recurrence, has

also has its payload modified as a precaution. The

decision on whether to launch the MMX with the third

H3 rocket rests on the success of this second launch.

The best window for the launch of the probe is

September 2024, and the next best window after that

would be around 2026; this is due to the variations in

distance between Mars and Earth. While other major

spacefaring nations – the US, China, and European

nations – have similar projects in the pipelines, it

nevertheless remains likely that Japan will be the first

country to be able to retrieve Martian moon surface

samples even despite the delay. [Kyodo News]
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Mongolia: Measures taken up to protect

foreign investment

(ap) On November 29, during the routine Cabinet

session, officials were assigned the responsibility of

addressing complaints concerning foreign investment

and investors.

Minister of Justice and Internal Affairs, Enkhbayar

Battumur, was tasked with evaluating the

implementation of the Law on the Enforcement of

Court Decisions and its implications for the Criminal

Procedure Law.

The overarching goal of the government is to enhance

the attractiveness for foreign direct investment (FDI) by

safeguarding the legal interests of existing foreign

investors. [Montsame]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un urges stop of

declining birth rate

(dql) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called for

measures to prevent a decrease in the country's birth

rate.

Speaking at the first national meeting of mothers in 11

years, held on December 4, Kim pointed to “a host

social tasks that our mothers should join to tackle,”

including “stopping the declining birth rate.” North

Korea’s total fertility rate stood at 1.8 in 2023,

according to data of the U.N. Population Fund. [KCNA]

[Yonhap]

North Korea: Kim Jong Un inspects new

images of US and South Korean military

bases

(ap) During his visit to the National Aerospace

Technology Administration (NATA) in Pyongyang, North

Korean leader Kim Jong Un examined spy satellite

images from Seoul, South Korea, and the U.S. military

base in Pearl Harbor. Kim reviewed photos depicting

South Korean cities such as Busan, Kunsan,

Pyeongtaek, and Osa, along with the U.S. Hickam Air

Force Base in Hawaii.

This inspection followed Pyongyang's announcement

on November 21 that it had successfully placed its first

spy satellite, Malligyong-1, into orbit [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].
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North Korea issued a warning, stating that any U.S.

interference with its spy satellite would be considered

a “declaration of war,” leading to an attack against its

strategic assets. The statement emphasized North

Korea's commitment to destroying the viability of U.S.

spy satellites attempting to violate its territorial

sovereignty. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

South Korea: President Yoon overhauls

leadership and policy focus in presidential

office

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol initiated a major

restructuring, establishing a new policy-focused

presidential office and replacing all five senior

secretaries.

The move aims to enhance coordination with the

Cabinet and the ruling People Power Party for effective

policy implementation and aligns with Yoon’s earlier

efforts to streamline the presidential office structure.

Lee Kwan-sup, who has hitherto served as the senior

presidential secretary for policy planning, will lead the

new policy office, to oversee the offices of the senior

secretary for economic affairs and the senior secretary

for social policy, she said.

The responsibilities of the new policy office include

overseeing the five offices that were previously under

the senior secretary for policy planning: national

planning, national agenda, policy coordination,

government information, and speech and

communication.

The reshuffle also includes appointments such as Han

O-sub as senior secretary for political affairs, Hwang

Sang-moo for civil and social agenda, and Park Chun-

sup as senior economic affairs secretary.

Future plans include the creation of a senior secretary

for science and technology. The changes coincide with

upcoming departures, possibly for parliamentary bids

in the April elections. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon initiates

cabinet reshuffle, focusing on economic

posts

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has undertaken a partial

Cabinet reshuffle, reassigning key economic portfolios.
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Yoon replaced the finance minister with his former

senior secretary, Choi Sang-mok, amid speculation

about the current minister’s political ambitions.

[Yonhap 1]

Other appointments include Kang Jung-ai as the

Minister for Veterans Affairs, Song Mi-ryung as

Agriculture Minister, and Park Sang-woo as Land

Minister. [Yonhap 2] [Yonhap 3] [Yonhap 4]

The shakeup is seen as a strategic move ahead of the

April general elections, with several ministers

potentially eyeing parliamentary seats.

Yoon, facing economic and political challenges such as

inflation and opposition-controlled parliamentary

elections, aims to reinvigorate his administration in its

third year.

Additional reshuffles may follow, with potential

changes in the justice and foreign ministries.

Parliamentary confirmation is required for ministerial

appointments in South Korea. [Yonhap 5] [Yonhap 6]

South Korea: National assembly approves

constitutional court president

(tms) The National Assembly approved Lee Jong-seok

as the new president of the Constitutional Court, filling

the vacancy left by former chief Yoo Nam-seok's

retirement 21 days ago.

President Yoon Suk Yeol also endorsed the motion.

Although Yoon appointed Lee last month,

parliamentary confirmation faced delays [see AiR No.

43, October/2023, 4].

Lee Jong-seok, a Constitutional Court justice since

2018, previously held roles including senior judge at

the Seoul High Court and chief of the Suwon District

Court. He entered Seoul National University School of

Law concurrently with President Yoon. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon accepts

resignation of communications

commission chief amid impeachment

threat

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has approved the

resignation of Korea Communications Commission

(KCC) Chairman Lee Dong-kwan, just hours before a
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scheduled National Assembly voted on his

impeachment.

The opposition Democratic Party (DP) accused Lee of

unfair personnel decisions and increasing government

influence over broadcasting stations.

Lee, anticipating a potential months-long suspension

of duties if the impeachment motion passed, opted to

step down to avoid a prolonged political standoff.

The move is widely seen as reflecting broader political

maneuvering ahead of the April parliamentary

elections.

KCC Vice Chairman Lee Sang-in will serve as the acting

chief, and a new chairperson nominee is expected

soon to address the committee’s single-person

leadership status. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Prosecutors investigate

misappropriation allegations involving

opposition chair Lee Jae-myung

(tms) Prosecutors conducted a search in Gyeonggi

Province as part of a criminal investigation into

misappropriation allegations involving Democratic

Party Chair Lee Jae-myung and his spouse, Kim Hye-

kyung.

The probe focuses on accusations of the couple

misusing public funds during Lee's tenure as the

province's governor.

The investigation, initiated by a whistleblower in

December 2021, resulted in the recognition of the

whistleblower's public interest status.

Lee faces multiple legal challenges, including a case

related to benefiting aides in a land development

project during his tenure as Seongnam's mayor [see

AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3].

Concerns arise over Lee's leadership as he juggles

court appearances with upcoming elections. [Korea

Herald]

South Korea: National assembly votes to

impeach prosecutors in politically charged

move
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(tms) In a session led by the opposition Democratic

Party (DP) and boycotted by ruling People Power Party

(PPP), the National Assembly, controlled by the

opposition, voted to impeach two prosecutors, Son

Jun-sung and Lee Jung-seop.

Son faces accusations of political meddling, allegedly

conspiring with an opposition lawmaker to target

ruling camp figures before the 2020 elections.

Lee is accused of minor irregularities, with critics

claiming it’s a pretext for punishing him for

investigating opposition leader Lee Jae-myung.

Both prosecutors were immediately suspended

pending the Constitutional Court’s decision on whether

to endorse or reject their impeachment. [Yonhap 1]

[Yonhap 2]

South Korea: President Yoon vetoes pro-

labor bill and opposition-passed measures

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has vetoed a pro-labor

bill and three other contentious measures unilaterally

passed by opposition parties last month.

In line with a Cabinet motion, Yoon has urged the

National Assembly to reconsider these bills, including

the controversial "yellow envelope law" limiting

companies' claims for damages in labor disputes.

[Yonhap 1]

The labor bill originates from a high-profile 2009 strike

led by unionized workers at the carmaker SsangYong

Motor Co., who opposed a significant layoff. In 2014,

the South Korean Supreme Court deemed the strike

illegal and mandated workers to pay USD 3.6 million in

compensation to the company and the state.

The bill faces opposition from business groups and the

ruling party, contending that it could impede

employers' capacity to address illegal strikes [see AiR

No. 46, November/2023, 2]. Meanwhile, civic activists

and groups have advocated for the bill's revision.

Yoon’s move has sparked protests from major unions,

accusing the government of favoring conglomerates

and impeding workers' interests. [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Space surveillance advanced

with successful test flight of solid-fuel
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rocket

(tms) South Korea has achieved a milestone by

conducting a third test flight of a solid-fuel space

rocket, aimed at enhancing its independent space-

based surveillance system against North Korea.

Launched from a barge near Jeju Island, the rocket

deployed a small Earth observation satellite at an

altitude of 650 km.

Developed by the state-run Agency for Defense

Development, the solid-fuel vehicle is cost-effective

and simpler than its liquid-fuel counterparts.

This success follows the recent launch of South Korea’s

first spy satellite from California, part of a plan to

deploy five reconnaissance satellites by 2025. [Yonhap

1]

The development aims to bolster military surveillance

capabilities amid North Korea’s nuclear and missile

threats [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4]. [Yonhap 2]

[Yonhap 3]

Taiwan: 22 under investigation over paid

trips to China in return for pro-Beijing

votes in upcoming election

(jr) Taiwanese prosecutors are investigating 22

individuals suspected of visiting China with their trips

allegedly financed to influence their voting in favor of

pro-China candidates in the forthcoming presidential

and legislative elections set for January 13, 2024.

The China Pan-Blue Association is under scrutiny for its

suspected role in recruiting members for these trips,

funded by Beijing’s Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO).

In this context, two suspects have been released on

bail. They have been accused of recruiting Taiwanese

citizens to join such tours to China from May to

October.

The pan-blue camp generally refers to the Chinese

Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, KMT), the People First

Party, the New Party and the Young China Party. They

all advocate for closer relations with China. [Taiwan

News 1] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) asserted that

the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) would not be true

to its name if it refrained from interfering in the

upcoming January 2024 elections.
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Speaking at an international conference in Taipei

themed “Chinese Path to Modernization under One-

Party Rule,” MAC Minister Chiu highlighted the

Taiwanese government’s intensified focus on the

judiciary, implementing specific measures in response,

adding that Prosecutors are actively investigating

invitations extended by local party units in China to

figures and elected officials in Taiwan, potentially

linked to the January elections.

Furthermore, Minister Chiu mentioned the plans of

Mazu goddess worshippers from Meizhou, China, to

visit Taiwan. Notably, among the 239 expected

pilgrims, 218 were not religious figures. Government

officials indicated that these individuals declined to

provide additional information for their trip, leading to

a denial of approval for their visit to Taiwan. [Taiwan

News 2]

Taiwan: Prosecutors questioning borough

wardens who toured China

(oy) Taiwanese prosecutors are currently investigating

potential Chinese interference in the upcoming

elections, prompted by the revelation that around 30

percent of Taipei borough wardens have participated

in group tours to China, with partial funding provided

by the Chinese government.

During these tours, some participants reportedly met

with members of China’s National People’s Congress

Standing Committee. Allegations suggest that China

aims to leverage the “borough wardens’ knowledge of

grassroots politics to infiltrate local communities,” with

those selected for the tours perceived as China-

friendly.

The Taipei Department of Civil Affairs Commissioner

has issued reminders to borough wardens,

emphasizing the sensitivity surrounding the upcoming

elections and urging them to avoid such trips.

Furthermore, if wardens are on such tours, they have

been advised against meeting with Chinese officials, as

it could potentially violate security and election laws.

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Election bids of media executives

scrutinized

(jr/oy) The National Communication Commission (NCC)

in Taiwan is seeking clarifications from media groups,
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including those associated with prominent figures in

the upcoming presidential and legislative elections,

such as Kuomintang (KMT) vice-presidential candidate

Jaw Shaw-kong, who chairs the Broadcasting

Corporation of China (BCC) radio group.

Concerns have been raised about the potential for

biased reporting as long as Jaw holds a leadership

position in the company.

The NCC is also focusing on Hsu Jui-hsi, a board

member for both Chinese Television System (CTS) and

Public Television Systems (PTS), who has been

nominated by the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) for a

seat in the Legislative Yuan.

On November 29, the NCC dispatched letters to BCC,

CTS, and PTS, inquiring about their plans for ensuring

impartial election coverage. Responses are anticipated

within seven days, with subsequent discussions at the

NCC.

While Taiwan has legislation prohibiting political

parties, the military, and politicians from owning media

companies. The interpretation of the rules, however,

suggests that candidates may only be in violation if

they retain ownership after being elected. [Taiwan

News]

In a separate move, Google declared on December 1 a

prohibition on political advertising in Taiwan on its

sites starting from December 15.

The company stipulated that individuals intending to

run political advertisements must undergo a Taiwan

Election Ads verification before the specified date.

Furthermore, for those seeking to advertise outside of

Taiwan, completion of either Google’s Election Ads

verification or Advertiser Identity verification is

mandatory. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Prosecutors investigating KMT-

TPP alliance talks

(oy) Prosecutors in Taiwan are investigating judicial

complaints that top members of the Kuomintang (KMT)

and Taiwan People Party (TPP) have violated election

regulations during the negotiation of a KMT-TPP

alliance [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4].

The top members under investigation are KMT

presidential candidate Hou You-yi, KMT Chairman Eric
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Chu, former president Ma Ying-jeou from the KMT and

TPP Chairman and Presidential Candidate Ko Wen-je.

The judicial complaints state that the KMT and TPP had

participated in bribery by offering monetary and other

incentives to persuade the other party to withdraw

from the presidential election or accept a lower

position. It added that both parties had “set targets

and conditions” on dividing political and government

positions in the event of an electoral victory, which

violated Article 84 of the Presidential and Vice-

Presidential Election and Recall Act.

In response, KTM and Ma’s office criticized the

prosecutors, claiming their discussions were normal

practices as observed in Western democracies and that

the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) was attempting

to undermine their image.

Meanwhile, TPP said that it “regrets that talk of

cooperation... has become a political tool to persecute

the opposition.” [Taipei Times][Presidential Act]

Taiwan: President Tsai warns of Hong

Kong fate at Ruling party rally with more

than 10,000 participants

(jr/oy) Taiwan’s ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) held a campaign rally on December 3, aiming to

mobilize voters for the upcoming January 13

presidential and legislative elections. Over 10,000

people participated in the rally held in the City of

Taipei, following campaign events across Taiwan. DPP's

presidential candidate, Vice President Lai Ching-te, and

his running mate Hsiao spoke in Kaohsiung on

December 1 and Chiayi on December 2.

Speaking at the rally, President Tsai Ing-wen called on

voters of the upcoming elections to remember the fate

of Hong Kong, saying: “We don't want Hong Kong-style

peace. We want dignified peace,” adding that “[o]nly

with dignity and autonomy can there be a lasting

peace. Only with lasting peace can the economy

achieve long-term and steady development.” [Taiwan

News 1]

An earlier statement from within the DPP disclosed

plans for a massive political rally, intending to attract

one million attendees during the final week leading up

to the elections. Additionally, the DPP plans to host 20

large-scale events nationwide two weeks before the

elections.
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The primary objective is to secure victory in both the

Presidential Office and a majority in the legislative

assembly. To achieve this, the DPP has strategized

multiple campaign events in key counties and special

municipalities, emphasizing the pivotal role of young

people and independent voters.

The source noted satisfactory support from the youth

demographic for DPP’s presidential candidate, Lai,

while highlighting the potential to garner support from

other voter groups.

Recent polls consistently show Lai leading against his

two rivals from the opposition parties, Kuomintang

and Taiwan People’s Party. In the most recent Taiwan

News poll, Lai received 32.8 percent, ahead of Hou

with 28.8 percent and Ko with 22.7 percent. [Taiwan

News 2] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Opposition KMT to focus on

campaign against DPP under “peace vs

war” campaign

(oy) A member of the main opposition party, the

Kuomintang (KMT), speaking anonymously, revealed

the party’s focal point on campaigning against the

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) in the upcoming

elections. The member outlined the KMT’s campaign

themes as “peace vs war” and “clean government vs

corrupt government.”

The member argued that consumer and housing prices

in Taiwan have surged while wages stagnated under

the DPP's governance. Criticizing the DPP’s handling of

the Covid-19 pandemic, the KMT member alleged that

the party profited from an earlier egg shortage in

Taiwan and highlighted what they described as

“prevalent inherent corruption,” within the DPP

government.

Furthermore, the member contended that the DPP’s

party charter leans towards “pro-independence,”

suggesting it could lead to conflict with China. In this

regard, the KMT’s campaign would emphasize that

voting for the DPP increases the likelihood of war,

while emphasizing the KMT’s commitment to

supporting China-Taiwan interactions.

The member claimed that the KMT stands as the sole

party capable of maintaining amicable relations with

the United States, Japan, and China. Additionally, they

asserted that KMT's Presidential candidate, Hou You-yi,

is the only candidate openly opposing Taiwanese

independence. [Taipei Times] 
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Taiwan: DPP criticizes KMT Chinese

student proposal

(oy) On 29 November 2023, Premier Chen Chien-jen

said that many Taiwanese have reservations towards

the Kuomintang’s (KMT) economic proposal to

renegotiate the Cross-Strait Economic Cooperation

Framework Agreement (ECFA) and allow more Chinese

to study and work in Taiwan.

This came after KMT’s presidential candidate Hou You-

yi outlined his economic policy which include restarting

negotiations on ECFA and Cross-Strait Service Trade

Agreement with China.

Chen noted that China’s economy has not been

performing well and many foreign firms are reducing

investments or exiting China. He highlighted that it is

important for Taiwan to diversify its trade relations

with other countries.

Separately, Acting Minister of Agriculture Chen Junne-

jih told legislators that the ECFA provides tariff-free

status for 18 Taiwanese agricultural products. He

added that Taiwan must be cautious of Chinese

attempts to influence Tawain’s election and noted that,

according to experts, KMT’s proposal to restart

negotiations “would result in massive unemployment

among Taiwanese.”

Kaohsiung Mayor Chen Chi-mai also criticized Hou’s

economic proposal as “contrary to mainstream opinion

in Taiwan.”

Earlier on 28 November 2023, the Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) had criticized Hou’s proposal

to allow a “significant number of Chinese students to

study and work in Taiwan.” DPP caucus director-

general Liu Shyh-fang warned that the proposal would

permit “low-wage and low-skilled” Chinese workers into

Taiwan, undermining its international competitiveness.

Other DPP legislators pointed to concerns such as

Chinese students acting as spies and the risk of making

Taiwan’s economy over dependent on China.

In response, Hou accused DPP of smearing him to win

the upcoming election. [Taipei Times 1][Taipei Times 2]

Taiwan: Legislator Freddy Lim joins DPP
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(oy) Independent legislator Freddy Lim has applied to

join the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), at

the behest of DPP’s presidential candidate and

incumbent Vice-President William Lai.

Lim is a human rights activist who was first elected as a

legislator in 2016. He has previously helped establish

the New Power Party (NPP) in 2015 but left in 2019

after disagreements with other NPP members. [Taipei

Times]

The NPP originated from the Sunflower Student

movement between March and April 2014 that was

driven by students and civic groups and protested the

passing of the Cross-Strait Service Trade Agreement

(CSSTA) by the then ruling Kuomintang (KMT), seen as

hurting Taiwan’s economy and leave it vulnerable to

political pressure from Beijing. Advocating for universal

human rights, civil and political liberties, as well as

Taiwan independence/nationalism, the party is

positioned within the “Third Force” political

phenomenon and represents a departure from

traditional affiliations with either the DPP-led Pan-

Green or Kuomintang-led Pan-Blue Coalitions.

Taiwan: Protestors demand end to battery

hens

(jr) On December 2, animal rights supporters to the

streets in Taipei to urge Taiwan’s poultry industry to

transition from battery hens to cage-free chickens by

2030.

The Environment & Animal Society of Taiwan (EAST)

highlighted that 80 percent of Taiwan’s chickens are

raised in battery cages, rendering them more

susceptible to diseases like bird flu due to weakened

conditions.

Despite the government’s 2014 policy endorsing free-

range chickens, EAST asserted that the rules lack

enforceability. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: 3rd highest ever exports

estimated for 2023

(jr) Despite months of declining overseas demand,

Taiwan’s total export figures for 2023 are projected to

reach USD 400 billion, marking its third-highest level

ever, as stated by the Ministry of Economic Affairs

(MOEA) on December 2.
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Recent concerns about decreasing exports were

attributed, in part, to a highly competitive base during

the COVID-19 pandemic, according to Taiwan’s Ministry

of Foreign Affairs. Nevertheless, Taiwan demonstrated

a resilient performance.

The MOEA highlighted the optimistic perspective

drawn from figures comparing exports before, during,

and after the COVID-19 era.

In 2019, average monthly exports amounted to USD

27.43 billion. This figure rose to USD 40 billion last

year, and during the first ten months of this year,

monthly averages stood at USD 35.5 billion. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Control Yuan urges armed forces

to address low officer retention rates

(oy) On 28 November 2023, the Control Yuan, Taiwan’s

supervisory and auditory branch of the government,

issued a news release on Taiwan’s armed forces’ need

to address the low retention rates among military

officers who were educated in foreign military

academies. The news release noted that most of these

officers left the armed forces upon completing their

required service.

Calling on the army to improve its personnel

management system to encourage these military

officers to continue their service, the Control Yuan

suggested the armed forces to extend the duration of

military academy exchange programs with the “Five

Eyes” members, Japan, South Korea and Southeast

Asian countries, and explore the viability of extending

the duration of such exchanges to a full year. [Control

Yuan, in Chinese] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Contactor rejects reports on

delay of Brave Eagle jet trainer

(jr) The Taiwanese Air Force is set to receive 17 Brave

Eagle advanced jet trainers by the end of December,

following the agreement reached with manufacturers

on December 1.

Manufactured by the Aerospace Industrial

Development Corporation (AIDC) in Taiwan, these

transonic advanced jet trainer aircraft are part of a

broader fleet expansion, ultimately reaching 66 units.

This initiative aims to replace the F5 and A2-3 training

jets, slated for retirement in 2024 and 2025.
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Upon delivery, the Air Force’s Brave Eagle inventory will

total 28, with 18 anticipated for each of the upcoming

years (2024 and 2025) and the final three scheduled

for 2026.

In response to media reports on delays in delivering

the jet trainers, AIDC stressed that despite disruptions

caused by the COVID-19 pandemic in global supply

lines, the company was able to successfully conclude

this challenging period. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan military simulate Chinese military

beach landing

(oy) On November 30 Taiwan’s miliary conducted a

stimulated beach landing by the Chinese military at

Sizhiwan beach, Kaohsiung.

According to an anonymous military official, the

exercise enables Taiwan’s military to evaluate and

better plan the military’s deployment of defenses,

reducing the likelihood of amphibious assault from

Chinese forces.

The exercise was the first of its kind conducted at

Sizhiwan beach. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan Air Force inaugurate F-16V

training facility

(oy) On December 1 2023, Taiwan’s Air Force Flight

Training Command was inaugurated in Kaohsiung's

Gangshan District.

The Command’s objective is to facilitate the training of

F-16V fighter jets pilots. There will be a revamped pilot

training system, with the new T-BE5A "Brave Eagle"

advanced jet trainers replacing the current AT-3

advanced jet trainers and F-5 E/F fighter jets.

Speaking at the inauguration, President Tsai Ing-wen

said that she hopes the new pilot training facility will

strengthen Taiwan’s defense. She highlighted that

incorporating Brave Eagle into pilot training is

expected to smooth and improve the training process.

Tsai added that because the Command and Air Force

Academy share the Air Force’s Gangshan base, she

hopes for close cooperation between both

organizations to enhance flight training safety and

efficiency. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: 29 political parties to contest

January polls; main opposition BNP’s

election boycott official

(kb/lm) A total of 29 out of 44 political parties

registered with the Election Commission (EC) have

nominated candidates to contest the 12th

parliamentary elections in Bangladesh, scheduled for

January 7. The country’s main opposition party, the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), decided to not

apply to contest a single seat, citing the arrest of

thousands of its members in a sweeping crackdown as

one of the reasons for its boycott. [The New Indian

Express]

Out of the 2,716 nominations submitted for the

upcoming national election, 1,985 candidates have

been deemed valid by the EC to contest in the 300

parliamentary constituencies. This number of

cancelled nominations, accounting for nearly 27

percent of the total nomination forms submitted,

represents the highest ever recorded in the country's

electoral history. [The Business Standard 1]

It is noteworthy that several political parties, including

the ruling Awami League, Jatiya Party, Jaker Party,

Trinamool BNP, National Peoples Party-NPP, and

Bangladesh Congress, have fielded a significant

number of candidates for the election. On the other

hand, it's important to mention that apart from the

BNP, another 14 political parties are not participating
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in the parliamentary elections, including the Islamist

parties Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami Andolon.

The decision by the BNP to boycott the upcoming

parliamentary elections has removed the primary

party that could have posed a challenge to Prime

Minister Hasina's bid for a fourth consecutive term in

power. Nevertheless, some BNP officials have opted to

leave the party and are reportedly considering running

as independent candidates in the elections. In this

regard, it is worth noting that 16 independent

candidates have filed for the traditional seat of

Khaleda Zia, a two-time former prime minister and

ailing leader of the BNP. [The Business Standard 2]

Bangladesh: Opposition BNP secretary

general appeals for bail in High Court;

party faces leadership void

(lm/kb) The secretary general of Bangladesh’s main

opposition party BNP, Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, has

filed a bail appeal with the High Court in a case related

to vandalism at the residence of the chief justice. The

High Court will hear his bail appeal on December 7.

[The Business Standard] [The Financial Express]

This appeal follows a previous denial of bail by the

Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court on

November 22, which resulted in Fakhrul's detention.

The case was initiated by the police after an attack and

vandalism occurred during political rallies on October

28 [see AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5]. Mirza Fakhrul was

taken for questioning by the Detective Branch of the

DMP on October 29 and subsequently arrested after

hours of interrogation. Alongside Mirza Fakhrul, 59

other BNP leaders and activists, including Standing

Committee member Mirza Abbas, are also accused in

the case.

Against the backdrop of these developments, the BNP

faces a leadership void, with most senior leaders either

in jail, hiding, or refraining from public appearances.

The absence of leaders, including those from the

standing committee, poses a challenge to sustaining

the ongoing movement, which is currently primarily led

by grassroots activists and leaders from affiliated

parties. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Main opposition BNP

continues protests, plans to bring all

opposition parties to one platform

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-bj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-bi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-bd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-bh/


(lm) Bangladesh’s main opposition BNP party has

announced a 48-hour blockade, starting early on

December 6, as part of its ongoing protests demanding

the resignation of the government, elections under a

neutral government, and the release of BNP leaders

and activists. Additionally, the BNP has planned a

human chain event on December 10, World Human

Rights Day, to highlight the issues of forced

disappearances, killings, arrests, and human rights

violations affecting their members. [Prothom Alo 1]

[Reuters]

Furthermore, it is understood that the party is

planning to unite all opposition parties that have been

launching movements against the government of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina onto one platform ahead

of the 12th parliamentary elections scheduled for

January 7. [Prothom Alo 2]

While discussions on this strategy are ongoing, formal

talks have not yet been held with the allies and

alliances participating in the simultaneous movement.

Among the political parties involved in movements

against the government are Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami

Andolon, although they have not participated in the

BNP's simultaneous programs.

Bangladesh: Trinamool BNP party

announces candidates for 280 seats in

upcoming elections

(lm) In Bangladesh, the Trinamool BNP has revealed its

candidate lineup for 280 out of the 300 seats in the

upcoming 12th parliamentary elections. The party is

currently finalizing the names for the remaining 20

seats, and it has received over 500 nomination forms.

Notably, the Trinamool BNP has given priority to

candidates who are active in various societal roles such

as teachers, journalists, doctors, lawyers, and other

professionals. [The Business Standard]

The Trinamool BNP is a splinter group that emerged

from the main opposition Bangladesh National Party

(BNP) and was founded by former BNP leader Nazmul

Huda. After seeking registration with the Election

Commission, the party was granted approval earlier

this year.

Bangladesh: President returns labor

amendment bill to parliament for

reconsideration
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(kb) Bangladesh’s President Mohammed Shahabuddin

has declined to sign "Bangladesh Labour (Amendment)

Bill-2023", sending it back to parliament for

reconsideration. As a result, the bill, which had been

tabled on October 29 and swiftly passed by parliament

on November 2, will not become law for the time

being. [Prothom Alo]

President Shahabuddin raised concerns about Section

45 of the bill, particularly regarding the penalty for

illegal strikes or lockouts. The president noted that the

amendment had created confusion, especially in sub-

section 2 of Section 294, where the penalty for

employers remained unchanged while the penalty for

workers had increased. Furthermore, the bill

mentioned provision number 291 instead of 294,

adding to the confusion.

The amendment to the labor law had been initiated

due to pressure from the United States and the

European Union, particularly on issues related to trade

union formation and labor law implementation in

Export Processing Zones.

It is a rare occurrence for a bill to be returned by the

president, with the last such incident happening in

1998. As the current term of the government has

concluded, the bill will need to be reintroduced in the

12th national parliament for further consideration.

Bangladesh: Awami League MP responds

to show-cause notice on alleged breach of

electoral code

(lm) Shamim Osman, a lawmaker from Bangladesh’s

ruling Awami League, appeared in court to address a

show-cause notice for violating the electoral code of

conduct ahead of the January 7 parliamentary

elections. The Election Commission had issued the

notice for organizing peace marches in response to

alleged arson and violence by the opposition BNP and

Jamaat-e-Islami parties, which were seen as supporting

the Awami League's electoral symbol. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: BND defector served show-

cause notice after holding rally with

firearms

(lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission has issued a

show-cause notice to Shahjahan Omar, a former

member of the main opposition BNP party who has
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now been nominated by the ruling Awami League, for

violating the electoral code of conduct. At a rally, one

of his supporters was seen holding a shotgun while he

campaigned for the Awami League. The notice requires

Shahjahan Omar to provide an explanation by

December 6. [The Business Standard]

According to the electoral code of conduct, candidates

are prohibited from holding such rallies with party

supporters before the allocation of symbols.

Shahjahan Omar had been nominated by the Awami

League after being released on bail from an arson

case.

Bangladesh: Election Commission

approves transfer of 47 subdistrict heads

(lm) Bangladesh’s Election Commission (EC) has

approved the transfer of 47 Upazila Nirbahi Officers

(UNOs), the chief executive officer of a subdistrict, and

is currently reviewing proposals for the transfer of an

additional 20 UNOs. The EC has also extended the

deadline for the submission of transfer proposals for

Officers-in-Charge (OCs) to December 8. [The Business

Standard]

In total, it is expected that around 320 Officers-in-

Charge and 250 UNOs may be transferred, with

priority given to those who have been in their current

positions for more than six months for OCs and more

than a year for UNOs.

These transfers are part of preparations for the

upcoming general elections to ensure a fair and

impartial process.

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League denied

permission for December 10 rally

(kb) Bangladesh’s ruling Awami League has been

denied permission by the Election Commission to hold

a previously announced rally to mark Human Rights

Day on December 10. The commission expressed

concerns about displays of power on the pretext of

rallies ahead of the general election, prompting the

Awami League to observe Human Rights Day indoors

to avoid violating any electoral code of conduct. [Dhaka

Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Government, organizes

roundtable to assess implementation

progress of labor rights roadmap

(kb/lm) Bangladesh’s government has hold its first

formal meeting with business leaders and other

stakeholders, including representatives of the foreign

and commerce ministries, to assess the

implementation progress of the National Action Plan

on the labor sector. [Prothom Alo]

The Plan was adopted in 2021 and is closely linked to

the roadmap submitted by the government to the

International Labour Organization as the result of a so-

called Article 26 complaint. The roadmap aims to

improve the country’s observance of labor rights

including freedom of association and the right to

collective bargaining.

Notably, the meeting was held roughly two weeks after

the United States on November 16 unveiled a new

labor rights policy, which aims to safeguard labor

rights globally and allows for sanctions on those who

violate workers' rights or engage in intimidation.

Dhaka’s embassy in Washington had expressed

concern about the policy's potential impact on

Bangladesh, leading to the government's initiative to

convene a meeting with relevant parties.

Furthermore, in its assessment report on the

Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) covering the

period 2020-2022, the European Union (EU) said in

November that Bangladesh made some progress in

labor rights, but the authorities should pick up pace of

implementing their commitments on these rights.

Against this backdrop, during the meeting, business

leaders requested the government to systematically

address legal weaknesses related to labor rights.

The government, on the other hand, urged traders to

maintain competitiveness in exporting products.

Furthermore, Commerce Secretary Ghosh emphasized

that the US and the EU are keen on enhancing labor

conditions in Bangladesh. Additionally, he noted that

labor conditions in the country have improved in

recent years, with various reforms and legal

amendments, adding that there is currently no

situation warranting a trade ban.

Bhutan: Preliminary round of national

elections knocks out prime minister’s

party
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(lm) Bhutan's Election Commission on December 1

announced the two leading political parties to contest

the upcoming general elections in January. The

People's Democratic Party (PDP), led by former Prime

Minister Dasho Tshering Tobgay, secured 42 percent of

the vote in the primary polls, while the Bhutan Tendrel

Party (BTP) came in second with 19 percent. These

results eliminated three other parties from the final

round of the election to the 47-member National

Assembly scheduled for January 9, including the

Bhutan United Party of incumbent Prime Minister

Lotay Tshering. [Reuters] [Barron's]

Voter turnout in the primary polls was 63 percent

among the nearly 500,000 registered voters.

India: In boost for Prime Minister Modi,

ruling BJP wins three of five state polls

before national elections

(lm) In the recent regional elections in India, the ruling

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has achieved a significant

victory in three out of the four states, including the

pivotal heartland states of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,

and Chhattisgarh. These states hold immense political

significance, and the BJP's success in them is

considered a substantial boost for Prime Minister

Narendra Modi as the country prepares for the general

elections expected to commence in April 2024. [The

Straits Times] [Financial Times]

The four states that recently held elections collectively

represent more than 160 million voters, making them

crucial battlegrounds in Indian politics. Together, they

contribute 82 seats in the 543-member Indian

parliament, highlighting their substantial influence on

the national political landscape.

What makes the BJP's performance particularly

remarkable is its ability to surpass the expectations set

by opinion and exit polls, which had predicted a closely

contested battle between the BJP and the primary

opposition party, the Indian National Congress (INC).

While the INC managed to secure a victory in the

southern state of Telangana, it faced disappointment

in the heartland states, with the BJP successfully

flipping Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh from the INC. This

significant shift in favor of the BJP is a setback for the

INC's aspirations to position itself as the primary

challenger in the upcoming national elections. In light

of the latest results, the INC will now only have outright

control of one state in northern India, Himachal

Pradesh, located in the Himalayan mountains.
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Notably, in Mizoram, a smaller fifth state in India's

northeast, the BJP’s regional ally, the ruling Mizo

National Front, experienced a major setback as the

Zoram People’s Movement won 27 seats, easily

surpassing the 21-seat majority mark in the 40-seat

state assembly. However, the significance of this

election is primarily regional, with limited implications

for national politics. [The Hindu] [The Times of India]

India: Parliament opens winter session; 19

bills expected to be taken up

(hp/lm) India’s Parliament on December 4 opened this

year’s Winter Session, which is scheduled to run until

December 22 and to discuss several important bills,

including three criminal law reform bills and a bill on

the selection of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC).

The criminal law reform bills aim to replace the Indian

Penal Code (IPC), the Code of Criminal Procedure

(CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act with new

legislations. The three bills had been introduced by the

central government in August and subsequently

referred for further examination to the parliamentary

standing committee, which submitted its reports to the

chairman of Parliament’s upper House on November

10.

Additionally, the Chief Election Commissioner and

other Election Commissioners (Appointment

Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023, is

expected to be discussed, which deals with the

constitution of a committee responsible for selecting

the CEC and ECs. Notably, contrary to the Supreme

Court's suggestion in a March 2023 judgment, the

panel does not have the Chief Justice of India (CJI) as a

member. The panel proposed by the new bill consists

of the Prime Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister and

the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha.

Apart from these bills, fifteen more bills are expected

to be taken up during the Winter Session. Of these,

eight are listed for consideration and passing while

seven are listed for introduction, consideration and

passing. The list includes two bills that would extend

the provisions of the Women's Reservation Act to

Jammu and Kashmir and Puducherry. Additionally,

there is inclusion of a bill that would increase the size

of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly from 107 to 114,

in order to improve the share of representation to

different groups, as notified by the Lok Sabha

Secretariat.
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Along with these bills, the government has also listed

the first batch of supplementary demands for grants

for 2023-24 for discussion and voting. [The Indian

Express] [Bar and Bench]

India: Court finds that government has

failed treaty responsibilities towards Sri

Lankan Tamils

(lf) The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court in

India has issued a significant observation, noting that

the federal government has not fulfilled its treaty

obligations concerning the status of Indian Origin

Tamils (IOT) in Sri Lanka, even after the passage of half

a century since the signing of key Indo-Lankan

agreements.

Justice GR Swaminathan pointed out that while India

was obligated to repatriate and grant citizenship to at

least 600,000 Tamils from Sri Lanka, only 461,639

individuals have been conferred with Indian citizenship

to date. Citing Article 51 of the Indian Constitution,

which mandates fostering respect for treaty

obligations, the judge expressed the opinion that India

needs to confer citizenship on not less than 137,000

Tamil people to fulfil the agreements.

These observations were made in response to a

petition filed by a Sri Lankan Tamil citizen who arrived

in India during the civil war in Sri Lanka in 1990 and

sought confirmation of his Indian citizenship. The

judge underscored the importance of acknowledging

the petitioner's status as an Indian citizen and

providing him with the rehabilitation measures

designated for Sri Lankan repatriates, enabling his

effective integration into mainstream society. [Daily

Mirror] [The Hindu] [Times of India]

India: Supreme Court rejects plea banning

Pakistani artists from working in country

(lm) India’s Supreme Court has rejected a plea seeking

a complete ban on Pakistani artists performing or

working in the country. The apex court upheld the

decision of the Bombay High Court, which had

dismissed the plea, stating that such measures would

be a retrograde step in promoting peace, unity, and

cultural harmony, and urged the petitioner not to be

"narrow-minded."
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The petition had asked for the government to impose a

complete ban on Indian citizens and organizations

from employing or taking services from Pakistani

artists, including cine workers, singers, musicians,

lyricists and technicians. [India Today] [Wion]

India: Kashmiri students arrested for

celebrating country’s cricket World Cup

defeat get bail

(lm) An Indian court has granted bail to seven Kashmiri

students who were initially arrested under anti-terror

laws for allegedly celebrating Australia's victory over

India in the men's Cricket World Cup final in

November. The students were detained in the Jammu

and Kashmir union territory after another student

accused them of using anti-India slogans and cheering

for Pakistan along with Australia after the match. [The

Straits Times]

The charges under the stringent Unlawful Activities

Prevention Act were dropped, and bail was granted on

December 2, but the students still face allegations

under other Indian laws related to making statements

inducing public mischief.

India: Parliamentary panel recommends

reducing punishment on public servant

assault

(hp) A parliamentary panel in India has recommended

reducing the two-year imprisonment sentence for

assaulting or using criminal force to dissuade a public

servant from executing their duties to one year. This

suggestion was made after members of the Standing

Committee on Home Affairs indicated that the law,

which corresponds to section 353 of the Indian Penal

Code (IPC), is widely "misused" by public servants.

[Business Standard] [CNBCTV18]

The recommendation by the panel was made after

examining the three proposed criminal laws: the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS, 2023) bill, the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS, 2023) bill, and the

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA, 2023) bill. These

bills seek to replace the Code of Criminal Procedure

Act, 1898, the Indian Penal Code, 1860, and the Indian

Evidence Act, 1872, respectively. The recommended

reduction in punishment applies to Clause 130 of the

BNS bill.
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India: Manipur, central government sign

historic pact with United National

Liberation Front

(hp) In India, the central and Manipur state

governments have signed a historic peace agreement

with the United National Liberation Front (UNLF), a

separatist insurgent group formed in 1964. This marks

a significant development as it's the first time a valley-

based Manipuri armed group has agreed to return to

the mainstream and abide by the Indian Constitution

and laws.

This comes after the UNLF and its armed wing, the

Manipur Peoples’ Army (MPA), were banned by India’s

home ministry earlier this month, alongside several

Meitei extremist organizations. The decision to declare

many Meitei extremist organisation as “unlawful" was

taken in the wake of ongoing violence in the

northeastern state, which has resulted in the death of

at least 180 people.

As per reports, 65 cadres of one of the factions of the

UNLF, led by K. Pambei, have joined the peace pact,

while the other faction, led by R.K. Achou Singh alias

Koireng, is still out of the pact and is said to be

operating from Myanmar. [The Hindu] [WION] [mint]

India: USD 5 billion indigenous aircraft

carrier to be added to navy fleet

(lm) India’s Defense Acquisition Council, the highest

decision-making body on issues related to policy and

capital procurement, has approved the construction of

a second indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC) worth USD 5

billion to bolster its naval capabilities and counter

China's increasing presence in the Indo-Pacific region,

Bloomberg reported on November 28. [South China

Morning Post]

The Indian Navy is seeking to acquire a new aircraft

carrier similar to the first IAC, INS Vikrant, with plans to

accommodate at least 28 fighter jets and helicopters,

including French-made Rafale jets, as part of India's

ongoing military modernization efforts.

Besides the INS Vikrant, the Indian Navy’s carrier fleet

comprises the INS Vikramaditya — a modified Kiev-

class carrier, Admiral Gorshkov, bought from Russia —

which operates from its base on the western seaboard.

Currently, the Indian Navy operates two aircraft
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carriers, INS Vikrant, and INS Vikramaditya, which is a

modified Kiev-class carrier known as Admiral

Gorshkov, acquired from Russia. INS Vikramaditya is

primarily deployed on the western seaboard.

This decision to build another IAC has been met with

approval by observers who recognize India's strategic

interest in maintaining a blue water navy capable of

operating far from its shores in the open sea. However,

they also emphasize the importance of having a

minimum of two operational carriers available at any

given time, with a third carrier undergoing routine

maintenance. This setup would enable the deployment

of two carrier battle groups, consisting of multirole

destroyers, frigates, anti-submarine vessels, and

submarines, to protect both India's eastern and

western seaboards while the third carrier is in dock for

maintenance. [Deccan Herald]

India: Defense Acquisition Council clears

projects worth USD 270 million

(hp) India's Defense Acquisition Council on November

30 approved initial funding for defense acquisition

projects worth approximately USD 270 million. These

projects include the procurement of 97 additional

Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (Mark 1A) and 156

Prachand attack helicopters. The defense ministry

stated that 98 percent of the total procurement will

come from domestic industries, further promoting self-

reliance in the Indian defense sector.

In February 2021, the defense ministry signed a deal

with Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd for the procurement of

83 Tejas MK-1A jets for the Indian Air Force, bringing

the total number of indigenously developed Tejas

aircraft ordered by the IAF to 180.

Additionally, the Council approved the acceptance of

necessity (AoN) for the indigenous upgrade of Su-30

MKI aircraft by the state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics

Limited (HAL). The first batch of 100 SU-30s will

undergo upgrades, including enhancements to

electronic warfare suites, avionics, and radar. The

design and development phase is expected to take

four to five years, followed by fleet modernization, with

the possibility of Russian involvement in the upgrade

project. [Financial Express]

Furthermore, the Council agreed to replace the Indian

field gun with a state-of-the-art towed gun system and

granted AoN for the 155-mm Nub-less projectile, which

will enhance the safety and lethality of artillery guns.

[NDTV] [India Today] [The Hindu] [BQ Prime]
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India: Nagaland business chamber urges

prime minister to resolve Indo-Naga

dispute without delay

(lm) The Confederation of Nagaland Chamber of

Commerce and Industry (CNCCI) has urged Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to expedite the

resolution of the Indo-Naga conflict, emphasizing its

impact on Nagaland's economic progress. [The Morung

Express]

The Indo-Naga conflict pertains to the long-standing

political conflict between the Indian government and

various Naga nationalist groups in the northeastern

state of Nagaland. The conflict is rooted in the demand

for greater autonomy and, in some cases, outright

independence for the Naga people, who are an

indigenous ethnic group living in the border regions of

India and Myanmar. Despite efforts to negotiate a

settlement, challenges such as differences over the

extent of autonomy, territorial boundaries, and

governance structures continue to impede a final

resolution.

The Maldives: Parliament Deputy Speaker

resigns amid no-confidence motion

against her

(lm) In the Maldives, Deputy Speaker of Parliament Eva

Abdulla has resigned amid a no-confidence motion

against her filed by the ruling Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP). The motion cited her withdrawal from the

party, alleged obstruction of proceedings against her

cousin, Parliament Speaker Mohamed Nasheed, and

failure to promote party policies as violations. [Raajje]

This development follows a recent Supreme Court

ruling that criticized the Parliament Secretariat's

interpretation of parliamentary regulations and the

limited authority granted to Deputy Speaker Eva

Abdulla during a sitting involving a no-confidence

motion against Speaker Nasheed. [AiR No. 46,

November/2023, 2]

Following the ruling, Speaker Nasheed resigned from

his position on November 13, just days before the

inauguration of President Mohamed Muizzu. While

parliamentary elections were not scheduled until the

second quarter of the next year, Nasheed's resignation

was aimed at preempting the no-confidence motion by

members of the MDP. [AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3]
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The Maldives: Maldivian Democratic Party

expresses interest in working with

Jumhooree Party for election

(lm) The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), led by

former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, has

expressed its interest in collaborating with the

Jumhooree Party (JP) for the upcoming parliamentary

elections, according to a letter sent by the MDP to the

JP. The JP, led by businessman and former Finance

Minister Qasim Ibrahim, has confirmed receiving the

letter but has not yet made a decision on the matter.

[Avas]

The MDP's outreach follows the JP's formation of a

team tasked with consulting various political parties

about the parliamentary elections. The current 19th

Parliament comprises 54 MDP MPs and two JP MPs,

but the constituencies they will contest in the

upcoming election have not been announced.

The Independent Institutions Committee has

recommended holding the parliamentary elections

after the holy month of Ramadan, beginning on March

10, although the Elections Commission (EC) has raised

concerns about potential issues in constituencies

requiring a second round of voting if the election is

postponed until then. The 20th Parliament will elect

MPs for 93 constituencies, while the current

parliament has 87 members.

The Maldives: Resolution calls for public

inquiry on security impact of previous

government’s policies

(lm) A resolution has been presented in the Maldivian

Parliament, calling for a public inquiry into allegations

that policies implemented by the previous Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) government have had a

negative impact on national security. It also calls for a

public inquiry to address allegations such as the

presence of armed Indian military personnel in the

Maldives and the resolution of the maritime dispute

with Mauritius to the detriment of the Maldives. [Avas]

Nepal: Seven provinces submit their

demands to Prime Minister Dahal,

threaten to launch protests
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(lm) Internal affairs ministers of Nepal's seven

provinces met with Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal

Dahal and threatened to launch protests if the federal

government continued to delay the adjustment of the

police force and enactment of the federal civil service

law. They have given the federal government a

deadline of December 8 to address their demands

related to devolution of authorities enshrined in the

constitution. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Rastriya Swatantra Party adopts

‘pluralistic democracy’ as its guiding

principle

(lm) The Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), the fourth-

largest party in Nepal’s lower house of parliament, has

adopted “pluralistic democracy” as its guiding principle.

The party's central committee and parliamentary party

endorsed the preamble of a political paper outlining its

ideology. [The Kathmandu Post]

The RSP believes in a pluralistic democracy and is

committed to equitable progress through a liberal

economy with social justice. The party also aims to

work toward an equitable and inclusive society under

the democratic republican governance system.

Nepal: First same-sex marriage registered

following interim order by Supreme Court

(lm) Dordi, a municipality in Nepal, on November 29

became the first municipality in the country to register

a same-sex marriage, five months after the Supreme

Court issued an interim order allowing same-sex

couples to register their marriages.

The couple wed in a temple ceremony in 2017 and had

attempted to legally register their marriage in June of

this year at the Kathmandu District Court. However,

their registration was rejected, and they appealed to

the Patan High Court, which also rejected their appeal.

This happened after the Supreme Court in June had

issued an interim order that directed the government

to create an interim registry for nontraditional

marriages until parliament changes the law. But the

district court reversed the logic, claiming that lower

courts were not bound to follow the order as it was

only directed at the government.
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However, while their marriage has been recognized,

other provisions in the law, such as inheritance,

property rights, and the right to adopt children, still

need to be updated in line with the recognition of

same-sex marriages. [Associated Press][Human Rights

Watch] [bbc]

Pakistan: Supreme Court begins hearing

petition on forceful deportation of

Afghans

(xc/mr/lm) Pakistan's Supreme Court has started a

hearing on a petition filed by human rights activists

who are seeking to stop the forced deportation of

Afghan individuals born in Pakistan and those who

would face risks if sent back to Afghanistan. The

urgency of the situation has led to a request for

expedited hearings.

The deportations are part of a recent government

crackdown on the approximately 1.7 million Afghan

refugees residing in Pakistan without proper

documentation. Since launching the crackdown in

October, Islamabad has given Afghans until the end of

the month to leave voluntarily or face arrest. Hundreds

of thousands have returned home, often through

Pakistan-organized deportations following arrest raids.

Islamabad claims this campaign is not specifically

targeting Afghans, although they make up the majority

of foreign residents in the country.

The petition argues that sending Afghans back to

Afghanistan would put their lives at risk, and it seeks to

halt the deportations. The petitioners also argue that

the interim government in Pakistan, which will be in

place until February elections, lacks the authority to

introduce such major policy shifts. [Dawn]

The Supreme Court has asked the Pakistani

government, including the interior and foreign

ministries, along with a panel of government and

military officials, to provide an explanation regarding

the deportation efforts, and adjourned the hearing. [Al

Jazeera] [Associated Press] [Reuters]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Premier Khan’s PTI

elects new chairman before election

(mha) Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan,

who is currently in jail facing numerous legal cases, has

been replaced as the head of his party, Pakistan
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Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI), which he founded in 1996.

Barrister Gohar Ali Khan, one of Khan's lawyers, was

elected as the new chairman of PTI, allowing the party

to participate in the national elections scheduled for

February 8.

The change in leadership was prompted by a warning

from the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) earlier

this month, which indicated that PTI risked losing its

emblem unless an internal ballot was conducted for

party officers [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4]. This

led to divisions within the party ranks on how to deal

with the ECP requirement, with some suggesting that

Khan should not run for the party position after being

disqualified to hold public office in a case involving the

illegal sale of state gifts during his tenure in power.

Gohar Ali Khan, who is not related to Imran Khan, was

elected unopposed and stated that he would remain a

loyal representative of Khan, pledging to step down

once the former premier’s conviction is overturned.

Another of Khan's lawyers, barrister Ali Zafar,

described the change in leadership as a temporary

"babysitting" arrangement for the party.

Imran Khan has been embroiled in political and legal

battles since his removal as prime minister in April

2022 through a parliamentary vote of no confidence.

He was sentenced to three years in jail in August for

unlawfully selling state gifts while in office from 2018

to 2022, although he has secured bail in that case. He

remains in jail for another trial related to an official

secrets case, along with PTI's vice chairman, Shah

Mahmood Qureshi.

Imran Khan has denied all charges against him and has

suggested that his removal was part of a campaign

against him by various entities, including then-Prime

Minister Shahbaz Sharif, the United States, and the

Pakistani military, though these claims have been

denied by the parties involved. [Al Jazeera] [The News]

[Dawn] [The Express Tribune] [Reuters]

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Sharif closer to

running in elections as court acquits him

in graft case

(fd/mha/lm) The Islamabad High Court on November

29 acquitted former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in a

corruption case, clearing a significant obstacle for him

to participate in the parliamentary elections scheduled

for February.
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This decision comes after the court recently restored

Sharif's right to appeal a 2018 conviction related to the

purchase of luxury apartments in London [see AiR No.

44, October/2023, 5]. Sharif, who had served as prime

minister three times, returned to Pakistan in October

after four years of self-exile to avoid serving a 10-year

prison sentence on corruption charges [see AiR No. 43,

October/2023, 4].

This acquittal leaves one more legal hurdle for Sharif to

clear before participating in the elections – another set

of graft charges related to his seven-year sentence for

failing to disclose how his family set up a steel mill in

1999. Once he overcomes the remaining legal

challenges, he is expected to be a leading contender in

the upcoming parliamentary elections and may run for

a seat in the National Assembly.

Sharif has consistently denied the accusations,

claiming they were politically motivated and blaming

the country’s generals for directing the judges to bring

him down. [Associated Press] [Reuters] [The News]

[The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: MQM party plans legal battle

against Election Commission’s

constituency delimitation

(lm) The Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) party,

which primarily represents the Urdu-speaking

population in Pakistan, known as "Muhajirs," has

expressed strong opposition to what it considers

unfair constituency delineation by the Election

Commission of Pakistan (ECP). The party alleges

gerrymandering in Union Council constituencies and

expresses concerns about similar practices in urban

areas. MQM plans to initiate legal proceedings against

these decisions and demand corrective measures

before the national election, scheduled for February 8

next year. [Samaa]

In response to MQM’s concerns, Chief Election

Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja has invited the

party to engage in dialogue to address its grievances

regarding constituency delimitation. The proposed

meeting in Islamabad aims to find potential resolutions

and prevent the issue from escalating into a legal

dispute.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), which

has previously been in a coalition with the MQM,

especially during the early 1990s and later in the mid-

2000s, has suggested that its former ally should

abstain from the upcoming elections rather than
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making the process controversial. PPP leader Sharjeel

Inam Memon described the MQM’s criticism of the

results of the digital census and the fresh delimitation

as a "blame game for political point scoring" after

anticipating defeat in the upcoming elections. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Hours after securing bail,

former Speaker Asad Qaiser rearrested in

fresh case

(fd/lm) Asad Qaiser, a leader of the main opposition

PTI party and former Parliament Speaker, was

immediately re-arrested based on a First Information

Report (FIR) on December 2 just hours after a district

and session judge in Mardan ordered his release on

bail in a separate case. [DAWN] [GEO NEWS]

On November 3, the PTI leader was first arrested due

to allegations of involvement in the misuse of medical

equipment and funds from the Gajju Khan Medical

College Swabi. After being given bail, Qiaser was

rearrested in a case linked to the nationwide protests

that followed former Prime Minister Khan’s brief arrest

in May this year [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4].

Pakistan: Committee formed to

investigate alleged killing of Baloch youth

by counter terrorism unit

(mr) The provincial government of Balochistan has

established a four-member committee to investigate

the alleged killing of Balach Mola Bakhsh, a young

man, during an encounter with the Counter Terrorism

Department (CTD) in Turbat. The committee's mission

includes ascertaining the motives behind the incident

and delivering its report within a 15-day period. [Dawn]

Balach was one of four Baloch youths whose bodies

were discovered on November 23 in Turbat.

Authorities asserted that they were "Baloch militants"

killed in an encounter. Balach had previously been

forcibly disappeared from his home in late October

and was subsequently taken into custody by the CTD

on charges related to explosives. [Pakistan Today]

This pattern of suspected extrajudicial killings and

staged encounters involving missing persons is not a

new occurrence in Balochistan. In a separate incident,

three individuals initially reported as killed in a

roadside bomb attack were later identified as missing

persons who had been arrested and abducted from
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their residences. These incidents have generated

significant outrage among the families of the victims,

who reject the official explanations and accuse security

forces of unlawful killings.

Pakistan: MQM secures PML-N’s backing

for strong local government system in the

country

(mha) Ahsan Iqbal, the secretary general of the

Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) (PML-N), expressed

his party's endorsement of a robust local government

system during a meeting with a delegation of the

Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM). The MQM, a

political party primarily represents the Urdu-speaking

population in Pakistan, known as "Muhajirs,"

presented a draft of constitutional amendments, which

the two parties discussed, emphasizing the

effectiveness of local governments in addressing

people's issues. [The Express Tribune]

Additionally, the two sides agreed to collaborate in

securing more seats in the upcoming provincial

elections in Sindh, scheduled for February 8, coinciding

with national polls. The alliance is seen as an effort to

challenge the rule of the Pakistan People's Party,

whose center of power lies in Sindh.

Pakistan: Eight killed, 26 wounded in

terrorist attack on passenger bus in Gilgit-

Baltistan

(lm) Terrorists attacked a passenger bus near the

border between Pakistan and China, killing at least

eight people, including two soldiers, and injuring 26

others. The bus was traveling on the Karakoram

Highway, a high-altitude road connecting Islamabad

and China’s capital, Beijing. No group has claimed

responsibility for the attack yet. [South China Morning

Post]

Pakistan has experienced an increase in terrorist

attacks, particularly in the northwestern province of

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the southwestern province

of Balochistan, since the Taliban takeover in

Afghanistan. Islamabad blames Islamist militants in

Afghan border regions for these attacks, while Kabul

denies the allegations.
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Pakistan: Counter Terrorism Department

arrests 14 terror suspects in Punjab

(fd) The Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) in

Pakistan’s Punjab province conducted 147 intelligence-

based operations in various districts, in which 147

persons were called in for interrogation, 14 of which

were arrested. [DAWN]

The suspects were arrested after the interrogation

when various explosives, such as grenades and IED

bombs and pamphlets of banned organizations were

found in their possession. The authorities claim that

the terror suspects were part of the banned groups

Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Daesh and Lashkar-i-

Jhangvi (LeJ), which are responsible for previous

attacks and had planned to sabotage several vital

installations in Punjab. In total 13 cases were

registered by the police against the arrested alleged

terrorists.

These operations were part of a wider effort to combat

the increasing terrorism in Pakistan. The authorities

stated that 588 combing operations took place during

this week, leading to 79 suspects being arrested, 78

First Information Reports and 29 instances of

recoveries of weapons and ammunition.

Pakistan: Terrorist killed, one arrested in

Bannu IBO

(mr) A major operation against terrorists was launched

in the domail area of the district Khyber Pakhtun

Khuwa KPK, according to a press release issued by the

Counter Terrorism Department during an intelligence-

based operation (IBO). Three terrorists having links to

the Hafiz Gul Bahadar group exchanged gunfire with

police. Rahimullah was shot dead, one who recognized

himself as sultan was taken into custody, and the third

managed to flee while still hurt. [Tribune]

Sri Lanka: Prime Minister Dinesh

Gunawardena caught up in fraud case

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena

informed Parliament on November 28 about the

exposure of a deceptive scheme that exploited his

name, falsely promising job opportunities in Denmark

to the youth of the nation. He said that the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) has initiated an inquiry

into this fraudulent operation. The Prime Minister
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emphasised his complete non-involvement in this

deceptive scheme and underscored that the group

responsible for this illicit activity had misled young

individuals into paying USD 7,200 each for visa fees

and registration costs for jobs that did not exist. [Daily

Mirror] [Daily News] [Lanka News Web]

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa expressed his

concerns about this matter during the parliamentary

session. While expressing his disbelief in the Prime

Minister's connection to the scheme, he brought

attention to an ongoing program orchestrated by a

group falsely claiming affiliation with the Prime

Minister's Coordinating Secretary. Premadasa urged

for a comprehensive investigation into this issue to

unveil the truth behind the fraudulent scheme.

This whole episode is a reflection of the prominence of

online scams within Sri Lanka, which generally involve

some sort of ‘phishing’, in which individuals pretend to

be or to have the support of government officials. The

government’s proposed ‘Online Safety Bill’ is aimed at

addressing some of these concerns, however,

controversies regarding the specifics of the proposed

legislation have held up its passing [see AiR, No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

Sri Lanka: Sports minister sacked after

criticizing president, other senior officials

in Parliament

(lm) Sri Lanka's Sports Minister, Roshan Ranasinghe,

has been removed from his position by President Ranil

Wickremesinghe following his critical remarks in

Parliament. In his statements, Ranasinghe expressed

concerns about his safety and held President

Wickremesinghe and Sagala Ratnayaka, the Senior

Advisor to the President on National Security and Chief

of Presidential Staff, responsible for any potential

harm to him. [Colombo Gazette]

Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena defended

Ranasinghe's dismissal, emphasizing the significance of

Cabinet Ministers adhering to government policies and

maintaining discipline. He cited historical instances,

such as the United National Party's removal of senior

Ministers Gamini Dissanayake and Lalith

Athulathmudali, who had opposed the party's

leadership.
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Sri Lanka: Prime Minister Gunawardena

appoints committee to review local

government election laws

(lm) A committee of lawmakers will be formed to

amend local government election laws, according to Sri

Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena. During a

meeting of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial

Councils, and Local Government, the Prime Minister

highlighted the need to update outdated local

government laws that have been in place for nearly a

century. [The Island Online]

Complaints from the public regarding delays in local

government response to issues like natural disasters

and dengue prevention programs were also

addressed. Additionally, the committee decided to

introduce guidelines for the transfer of Divisional

Secretaries, with instructions to transfer those who

have been in the same position for an extended

period.
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Cambodia: National Election Committee

calls for registration of Senate election

candidates

(pm) Ahead of the upcoming Senate elections in

February, the National Election Committee (NEC) has

issued a directive to all political parties, urging them to

prepare for the registration process.
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Emphasizing two pivotal aspects, the NEC outlined the

importance of fulfilling registration requirements and

submitting the required deposit. Each political party is

required to present a list of a minimum of 19

candidates, equivalent to one-third of the total Senate

seats, along with a deposit amounting to 15 million riel

(USD 3,750).

Cambodia's Senate election operates within a non-

universal framework, featuring only two

constituencies: the National Assembly, consisting of

125 lawmakers, and 11,622 commune council

members.

The registration opened on November 27 and will run

until December 11. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Candlelight Party member

requests to join Cambodian People’s Party

(pm) Bun Chankim, a member of the non-

governmental Candlelight Party (CP), has officially

resigned from the party and expressed his desire to

join the ruling Cambodian People’s Party.

In a related video statement, he criticized opposition

leaders, alleging discord among them, irresponsibility,

and neglect towards party members.

Additionally, Bun Chankim urged members and

workers in Thailand to give up their faith in the

country's opposition, both domestically and

internationally. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Migrant health policy plan

launched

(dql) Cambodia has introduced its inaugural National

Policy and National Strategic Plan for Migrant Health

2022-2030.

The objective of this plan is to guarantee quality and

equitable access to health services for Cambodian

migrant workers.

It specifically targets addressing economic and public

health risks, aligning with global health coverage

objectives. Additionally, the policy emphasizes the

establishment of a social protection system for the

workers, as highlighted by the Minister. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia: Court of Appeal upholds

verdict against Cambodian National Heart

Party founder and officials

(pm/dql) The Cambodian Court of Appeal has

dismissed objections raised by Siem Phluk, founder of

the Cambodian National Heart Party (CNHP), and 12

former steering committee members against the

March ruling of the Phnom Penh Municipal Court. The

Municipal Court found them guilty of using false

documents and copying fingerprints while attempting

to register the party in 2021.

Siem Phluk, who was sentenced to two years and six

months of imprisonment, had been detained on April

27, 2022, after going into hiding. A warrant for his

arrest was issued when he failed to appear before the

court for questioning regarding the alleged use of

forged thumbprints during the party's registration.

[Khmer Times]

For an analysis of the current situation of health access

among migrants in Cambodia, see [reliefweb].

Cambodia: Nine imprisoned for

conspiracy of ousting the government

(pm) The Phnom Penh Municipal Court has issued in-

absentia jail sentences to exiled former opposition

party leader Sam Rainsy and eight former Cambodia

National Rescue Party (CNRP) activists, ranging from six

to eight years, after finding them guilty of involvement

in a conspiracy to overthrow the government.

Among the nine individuals, including Rainsy, three

were initially sentenced to eight years in prison, while

the remaining six faced a six-year jail term.

Additionally, the court revoked the electoral rights of

Sam Rainsy and two others, barring them from

standing in elections for five years.

In 2021, Sam Rainsy posted a video on Facebook

calling for public participation in a movement aimed at

toppling the government led by Prime Minister Hun

Sen at that time. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Defence budget boosted

(jb) Indonesia’s outgoing president has approved a

substantial 20 percent increase in defense spending,

allocating USD 25 billion through 2024 to bolster the
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nation’s military capabilities in response to evolving

geopolitical dynamics.

Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati announced the

decision after a meeting with President Joko Widodo

and Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, emphasizing

the urgency in upgrading military hardware due to

heightened threats.

Despite the increase, the defense budget aligns with

medium- to long-term fiscal plans, remaining at USD

55 billion for the three five-year periods from 2020 to

2034. Foreign loans will fund the expansion.

Recent defense deals include the acquisition of

Dassault Rafale fighter jets, Turkish Aerospace drones,

Mirage 2000-5 fighter jets, and agreements with U.S.

companies Boeing and Lockheed Martin.

The move signals Indonesia’s commitment to

enhancing its defense capabilities amidst regional

challenges. [Voice of America]

Indonesia: Growth forecast among

highest in ASEAN

(jb) Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati has

projected a 5 percent growth for Indonesia in 2023,

marking one of the highest rates among both ASEAN

and G20 nations.

Indrawati highlighted the positive trajectory driven by

the country’s expansive manufacturing sector,

reflected in a Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’

Index (PMI) of 51.5 in October 2023.

Indonesia joins the ranks of the 30.4 percent of G20

and ASEAN-6 nations experiencing an expansive

Manufacturing PMI, alongside the Philippines,

Singapore, India, the US, Mexico, and Russia.

The 5 percent economic growth forecast places

Indonesia among the top three nations in ASEAN and

G20, surpassed only by India at 6.3 percent and closely

trailed by the Philippines at 5.3 percent.

Despite these promising projections, Minister

Indrawati cautioned against potential obstacles,

including high inflation, commodity price volatility, and

escalating global tensions. [Vietnam Plus]
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Indonesia: Carbon capture project

launched

(jb) Indonesia has initiated its first carbon capture,

utilization, and storage (CCUS) project in West Papua

province. Operated by UK-based oil and gas major BP,

the project aims to store a substantial 1.8 gigatons of

carbon dioxide (CO₂). The Ministry of Energy revealed

that BP is set to contribute USD 2.6 billion to the

initiative, with the first carbon injection scheduled for

2026.

The project aligns with Indonesia’s broader

commitment to carbon capture and storage (CCS)

projects. The nation boasts a carbon storage capacity

of 8 gigatons in depleted oil and gas reservoirs and an

additional 400 gigatons in saline aquifers. Currently,

Indonesia is pursuing 15 CCS and CCUS projects, with a

combined investment nearing USD 8 billion.

The move comes in response to a stern warning from

the International Energy Agency (IEA), emphasizing the

oil and gas sector's pivotal role in the global energy

transition towards net-zero emissions by 2050.

[Offshore Technology]

Indonesia: Thousands march, calling for

permanent ceasefire in Gaza

(jb) Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets in

Karawang, West Java, dressed in white and adorned

with traditional Palestinian scarves, waving flags and

chanting “Free Palestine.”

The peaceful march, attended by people from various

cities, aimed to express solidarity with Palestine and

called for a permanent ceasefire in Gaza.

The protesters voiced their concerns about the

situation in Gaza, attributing it to Israeli violence, with

at least 14,800 people killed and tens of thousands

wounded since early October.

This demonstration follows a series of massive

protests across Indonesia since Israel begun military

operations in Gaza in October. Similar marches

occurred in Bali, North Sulawesi, and Depok, West Java,

over the weekend.

The protest in Karawang took place on the third day of

a four-day ceasefire, allowing humanitarian aid into

Gaza. The ceasefire was negotiated with Israel, who

agreed to halt daily bombardments in exchange for the
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release of hostages held by the Gaza-based militant

group, Hamas.

Indonesia has a longstanding commitment to

supporting Palestine, viewing Palestinian statehood as

mandated by its constitution, which calls for the

abolition of colonialism. [Arab News]

Indonesia: Activists report companies to

police

(jb) Indonesian activists have lodged complaints with

local police against four companies, including two

industrial forest firms and two palm oil companies,

accusing them of fires within their concessions in

Central Kalimantan.

Satellite image analysis from September 2-10 revealed

3,650 hectares (9,000 acres) burning in four

concessions, which may violate environmental laws.

Indonesia experienced its worst fire episode since

2019, exacerbated by scorching weather from an El

Niño system. The haze led to school closures and

health issues in Sumatra and Borneo.

Activists emphasized the need for government action

to deter future incidents, calling for the evaluation of

licenses, permit revocations, criminal sanctions, and

blacklisting of companies that repeatedly burn lands.

 The Ministry of Environment and Forestry has sealed

39 burning areas, issuing warnings to concession

holders to prevent and mitigate fires. Companies

failing to comply could face administrative sanctions,

including permit revocation and criminal punishment.

[KrAsia]

Indonesia: 2024 election’s voters data

breached

(yr) The Indonesian General Election Commission (KPU)

has suffered a data breach, with 204 million voter

records, including sensitive national ID numbers, being

stolen and currently offered for sale for 2 Bitcoins

(approximately USD 74,000).

An anonymous hacker has claimed responsibility for

this breach, raising serious concerns about potential

misuse for political campaigning. This incident has

prompted investigations by the National Police
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Criminal Investigation Unit and the National Cyber and

Crypto Agency (BSSN).

In response to this incident, the KPU, working together

with the Ministry of Communication and Information

(Kominfo) and the BSSN, is attempting to resolve data

security issues. Budi Arie Setiadi, Minister of

Communication and Information, emphasized the

importance of maintaining the security of the election

system, while the Director General of Information

Applications at the Ministry of Communication and

Information, requested clarification from the KPU and

conducted an initial investigation. [Indonesian Ministry

of Communitcation and Information, in Indonesian]

[Antara] [Narasi, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: President's office denies

intervention in e-KTP corruption case

(yr) The Indonesian President’s Office has denied

accusations of interference in the electronic KTP

(national ID) corruption case involving former Speaker

of the Indonesian House of Representatives (DPR),

Setya Novanto in 2017 [see AiR No. 24,

November/2017, 4]. 

On December 1, Ari Dwipayana, the President’s Special

Staff Coordinator, confirmed that this was not true. Ari

said that President Widodo actually wanted Novanto to

follow the legal process [Kompas].

This statement came in response to former Chairman

of the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) Agus

Rahardjo’s claim in a November 30 interview, where he

alleged that President Widodo had requested the case

be stopped.

On December 2, Minister of State Secretary Pratikno

also denied the statement of Agus Rahardjo, asserting

that he did not remember any meeting regarding

Novanto’s case.

Pratikno emphasized President Widodo’s support for

the legal process, which ultimately led to a heavy

sentence for Novanto. [Kompas 2]

Indonesia: Corruption case at high levels,

Supreme Court Judge and Deputy Minister

implicated

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-zu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-zu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-vl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-vt/


(yr) The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK)

detained inactive Supreme Court Judge Gazalba Saleh

over allegations of corruption and money laundering

on November 31.

Gazalba is accused of receiving IDR 15 billion

(approximately $ 968,680) gratification from 2018-

2022, buying luxury goods, and not reporting them to

the Corruption Eradication Commission.

Another corruption scandal also involves Deputy

Minister of Law and Human Rights Eddy Hiariej. In

connection with a case of allegedly receiving IDR 7

billion (approximately USD 452,050) in gratification, the

KPK prohibited Eddy from traveling abroad.

The KPK has searched several locations and secured

documents related to this case, signaling

determination to uncover corrupt practices at high

levels of government. [Kompas]

Laos: E-cigarettes to be banned 

(wn) The government of Laos is planning to revise its

laws on drug prevention and control to include

electronic cigarettes in the list of banned substances.

The decision has been taken in response to the

growing problem of e-cigarette addiction, especially

among young people in the country.

During his speech to the National Assembly in early

November, General Vilay Lakhamphong, Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Public Security, stated that

these devices would be immediately classified as

prohibited substances. He further mentioned that they

will be added to the list of products containing banned

addictive substances and precursors.

Several Southeast Asian countries, including Brunei,

Cambodia, Singapore, Thailand, have already banned

electronic cigarettes. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Cell phone registration required by

mid-December

(wn) Laos has mandated the registration of all 6.45

million cellphone users by December 16 to prevent

service suspension, with the Ministry of Technology

and Communications citing for this move its efforts to

combat online scams
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While some applaud it as a measure against criminal

activities, others perceive it as a privacy threat and a

means to suppress dissent in the one-party nation.

[RFA]

Laos: Bill on establishment of Special

Economic Zones (SEZ) rejected

(wn) The National Assembly rejected a draft law aimed

at enhancing government oversight of Special

Economic Zones (SEZs) in Laos, citing the need for

more specificity.

The proposed draft law suggests establishing a new

department called the Special Economic Zone

Authority within the Ministry of Planning and

Investment. This department would oversee and

manage the extensive land within SEZs, including the

Boten SEZ along the Chinese border.

During a National Assembly meeting on November 16

and 17, many lawmakers expressed reservations,

emphasizing the need for greater specificity in the

proposed law regarding zone supervision and

regulations governing foreign nationals residing in

these areas. They argued for a more comprehensive

approach to address these concerns.

This legislative move comes amid mounting concerns

about the inadequate regulation of SEZs by Lao

authorities, where foreign investors, particularly from

China, have established casinos and illicit businesses,

turning these zones into hubs for human trafficking.

Laos hosts various SEZs, including the Golden Triangle

SEZ in Bokeo province and the Boten SEZ in Luang

Namtha province. The Golden Triangle SEZ has been

characterized as a lawless de facto Chinese colony,

with limited control by Lao police. [RFA]

Laos: Despite gradual economic recovery,

challenges remain, World Bank say

(wn) The Lao economy is on a path of gradual recovery

from the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, with the

latest World Bank economic update on November 30

forecasting a GDP growth of 3.7 percent for this year,

an improvement from the 2.7 percent recorded in

2022.

The World Bank’s “Lao Economic Monitor” report for

November projects a growth rate of 4.1 percent in
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2024 for the Lao economy, but it emphasizes potential

obstacles, including increasing inflation, high external

debt, and a shortage of labor.

Despite these challenges, the Lao economy has

demonstrated improvement, attributed to enhanced

performance in tourism, transport, logistics services,

and a rise in foreign investment. Nevertheless, the

growth rate falls below the World Bank's initial

projections. The report also notes that inflation has led

to higher consumption and business costs, impacting

household spending on essential areas like food,

education, and health. Moreover, inflation has eroded

savings, placing many families at risk of poverty.

Looking ahead, economic growth is anticipated to

average 4.2 percent in the medium term, propelled by

the services and exports sectors. This growth will be

supported by increasing international demand and the

ongoing enhancement of Laos' connectivity and

logistics services. [The World Bank] [Vientiane Times]

Laos: Christian families subject to

persecution, media outlet reports

(wn) According to a Radio Free Asia report, ten

Christian families in Saravan province's Samoey district

recently experienced religious persecution as local

authorities and residents demolished their homes.

Although this incident transpired two months ago, the

families, despite being provided new plots of land by

district authorities, have not received any

compensation or financial assistance.

While Laos has national laws protecting the free

practice of religion, incidents of religious persecution,

particularly against Christians, have occurred in this

predominantly Buddhist, one-party communist state.

In Saravane province, for instance, 15 Christians from

seven families were compelled to leave their homes

between 2020 and 2021. Earlier this year, in

northwestern Luang Namtha’s Mai village, 15 families

and a pastor faced eviction due to their Christian faith.

The village, predominantly inhabited by the Ahka

minority group, expelled them when they adopted

Christianity, going against the spiritual beliefs of the

majority. [RFA]

Malaysia: Opposition politician Samsuri

seen as prime minister contender after
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by-election win

(lm) Ahmad Samsuri Mokhtar, a rising star in Malaysia's

opposition Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS), won the

Kemaman parliamentary by-election in Terengganu

with a landslide majority. The by-election was held

following a court decision to nullify the previous

winner's victory due to corruption that aimed to

influence voters.

Samsuri secured 64,998 votes, defeating the Barisan

Nasional (BN) candidate and former army chief Raja

Mohamed Affandi, who obtained 27,778 votes.

Samsuri's victory allows PAS to retain the seat and

further strengthens its position in Terengganu, where

it already controls seven other federal constituency

seats.

The victory positions Samsuri as a potential candidate

for prime minister if PAS and its coalition, Perikatan

Nasional (PN), come to power at the federal level.

Samsuri, currently the head of government in

Terengganu, has been praised by opposition leaders

such as former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad and

PN chairman Muhyiddin Yassin for his leadership and

capabilities in governing Terengganu effectively. [The

Straits Times] [ChannelNews Asia]

Malaysia: Najib begs to be released

without parole

(ba) Former Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak

has applied to be acquitted of three other charges of

money laundering involving SRC International Sdn Bhd

(SRC) funds totaling RM 27 million (USD 5.7 million),

which he is facing in the High Court here.

Lawyer Tan Sri Muhammad Shafee Abdullah,

representing Najib, said the application was made

after deputy public prosecutor (DPP) Mohd Ashrof

Adrin Kamarul informed Judge K. Muniandy that the

prosecution had yet to decide on the defense’s letter of

representation sent to the Attorney-General's

Chambers (AGC) on July 31.

Najib is also facing another criminal case for breach of

trust totaling RM 6.6 billion (USD 1.4 billion) in relation

to payments to Abu Dhabi's International Petroleum

Investment Co (IPIC) before Judge Datuk Muhammad

Jamil Hussin, which is still at the case management

stage.

Najib is now serving a 12-year term in Kajang Prison for

the RM 42 million SRC International case. [Astro Awani]
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[Malaysia Kini]

Malaysia: Cabinet reshuffle possible

before 2024?

(ba) Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim jokingly

said the Cabinet reshuffle of the Unity Government

may be done before the end of this year.

This was stated by the Prime Minister when he greeted

a 12-year-old child who was waiting for him with media

practitioners, after performing Friday prayers at Surau

Putra Al-Amin Phase 4, Putrajaya.

The Prime Minister's statement was made after the

child involved, Akmal Afif Yasser Arafat, repeated the

question posed by media practitioners regarding the

reshuffle of the Cabinet. On November 23, when asked

whether there would be a Cabinet reshuffle in January,

Anwar had also previously jokingly replied: “Why not

December?”.

Rumors of a Cabinet reshuffle started following the

vacancy of the Domestic Trade and Cost of Living

Minister vacated by Datuk Seri Salahuddin Ayub who

died on July 23. [Astro Awani] [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Ex-Premier Muhyiddin gets

passport back for overseas holiday,

medical check-up in Singapore

(lm) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin

Yassin, who is facing money laundering charges, has

been temporarily granted back his passport to travel

overseas for a family holiday and medical treatment in

Singapore. The Kuala Lumpur Sessions Court judge on

November 29 allowed the temporary return but

dismissed his request for a permanent return, citing

pending charges. Muhyiddin, chairman of the

opposition bloc Perikatan Nasional, must return his

passport by January 15, 2024. [The Straits Times]

Malaysia: Johor to set up rehab center for

deviants, those who contradict Islamic

faith

(lm) Malaysia’s southern Johor state will establish a

rehabilitation center for individuals considered deviant

or those who have contradicted Islamic teachings. The
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center, set to begin operations in July 2024, will receive

roughly USD 85,000 in funding. It is designed not only

to assist individuals who have veered from the Islamic

path but also those convicted of same-sex relations by

the Syariah Court, making it the first of its kind in

Malaysia. [The Straits Times]

Malaysia: Man offered USD 1 million

bounty on Prime Minister Anwar ‘for fun’,

says police chief

(lm) The Malaysian police have concluded their

investigation into a man who offered a USD 1.06

million bounty on TikTok for the assassination of Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim. The Inspector-General of

Police stated that the suspect appeared to have posted

the video "for fun." A police report against the

individual had been filed by a youth member of

Ibrahim's party, People's Justice Party, who stated that

the comments were a result of hate politics. [The

Straits Times]

Malaysia: Suspect arrested in Kedah over

criminal threats against prime minister

(ba) A man has been arrested on suspicion of making a

death threat against Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar

Ibrahim on social media.

Kedah police chief Datuk Fisol Salleh said the 43-year-

old man was arrested at about November 30 at his

house in Kulim, adding that five police reports were

made statewide.

Fisol said the suspect, who is a teacher at a school in

Kulim, would be remanded for four days. [The Star]

Myanmar: Rebel armed forces captures

Kyin San Kyawt border gate

(jw) The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

seized control of the Kyin San Kyawt border gate along

the northeastern Myanmar-China border on

November 25.

The Kyin San Kyawt border gate is a busy trade hub,

serving as one of the five major gates in Muse

township. The township hosts the 105-Mile Trade Zone
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and is responsible for most of Myanmar’s trade with

China.

The capture of the town is the fourth border crossing

that has been seized by rebel groups since the

resurgence of combat in late October. [The

Washington Post] [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Rebel groups attack eight

Mytel cell towers in Mandalay

(jw) Anti-junta groups targeted eight cell towers in

Mandalay’s Natogyi and Myingyan townships with

explosives. These cell towers are operated by Mytel, a

telecommunications company partially owned by the

military regime.

These attacks aimed to disrupt communications by the

military junta. The rebel armed forces successfully

felled two of the towers and dealt substantial damage

to the other six. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Approximately 100 regime

forces killed while evading capture in

Kokang region

(sk) Anti-regime forces, particularly the Myanmar

National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), reported

the deaths of nearly 100 junta troops in Konkyan

Township, northern Shan State, after they refused to

surrender. These soldiers were part of a fleeing

column of approximately 280 troops who had been on

the run since November 27.

The MNDAA claimed responsibility for killing 20 regime

troops on November 30 and at least 70 more the

following day in the Shee Shan area. Social media posts

by MNDAA included videos and photos showing bodies

and seized weapons.

In response, the military conducted airstrikes targeting

both combat zones and civilian areas. An aerial attack

in Namkham Township on December 1, accused of

using cluster bombs, resulted in one fatality and five

injuries, according to the Ta’ang National Liberation

Army (TNLA).

The TNLA also alleges the regime’s use of chemical

weapons. Since late October, junta airstrikes and

artillery fire in ethnic Ta’ang areas have led to the
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deaths of at least 60 civilians and injuries to over 100,

according to TNLA data. [MyanmarNow]

Myanmar: Civilians seek refuge in

Myanmar-China border town amid clashes

between ethnic armed forces and junta

(sk) Hundreds of people have been displaced to the

Shan-China border town of Muse due to intense

clashes between the military and ethnic armed forces

of the Brotherhood Alliance near the 105-Mile Trade

Zone.

Since November 26, the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army, Ta’ang National Liberation Army, and

the Arakan Army have been attempting to seize the

trade zone from the junta. Social welfare groups based

in Muse have rescued 600 civilians, taking them to

locations such as monasteries in the city.

As of December 1, the number of internally displaced

persons (IDPs) continues to rise, but housing options

are limited. Despite communication challenges around

the trade zone, residents in Muse are seeking

assistance from social welfare groups. A curfew is in

place in Muse from 6 pm until 6 am, and there is a

noticeable increase in the prices of staple foods.

The Brotherhood Alliance has recently seized a junta

base at the Kyin San Kyawt border crossing and other

military camps in the vicinity of Muse (see article

above). [MyanmarNow]

Myanmar: Hospitals targeted amid

escalating clashes between junta and

rebels

(jw) At least three hospitals were attacked late

November, adding additional pressure to a healthcare

system that is already strained.

Residents of Rakhine’s Minbya township said that the

military junta intentionally attacked hospitals there

and destroyed the medical laboratory. A hospital in

Sagaling's Butalin township was also a casualty of

combat between the military junta and the rebel

armed forces.

A resident of the township told Radio Free Asia that

junta soldiers had set up military camps in the
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damaged complex after the clashes. The resident also

said that all the healthcare staff have left.

According to a statement released by Paris-based NGO

Doctors Without Borders, hospitals in Shan’s Pangsang

township and Rakhine’s Minbya township were

targeted by military drone attacks. The organization

furthered that the resurgence of armed conflict

disrupted healthcare delivery, preventing

approximately 1,500 patients from accessing services

from mobile clinics. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Rival Shan armies declare truce

as junta’s grip weakens over state

(jw) Two ethnic Shan armies – the Shan State

Progressive Party and Restoration Council of Shan

State – declared a truce on November 29 according to

a joint statement.

Shan State Progressive Party commented on the truce

by saying: “We intend to unite as one in the future, but

first we need to establish trust. For that, we need to

work together for a period.”

An analysis by the Institute for Strategy and Policy in

Myanmar identified that the two armies are the largest

ethnic Shan armed forces in the country, representing

a cumulative force of 18,000 troops. The armed groups

planned to exchange prisoners and agreed to notify

each other of the movements of troops and family

members. In addition, both sides agreed to hold

bilateral meetings every two months.

The junta welcomed the truce calling it a positive

development and urging the groups to join the military

regime in their fight against the Brotherhood Alliance,

which consists of the Arakan Army, the Ta'ang National

Liberation Army, and the Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army, and which has captured at

least half a dozen towns and more than 170 junta

outposts in the state since the launch of its “Operation

1027” on October 27 [see AiR No. 46, November/2023,

2, AiR No. 45, November/2023, 1]. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Chairman of Three Helmets

Party shot dead

(wn) On the morning of December 1, U Than Tun,

Chairman of the New National Democratic Party

(NNDP), was fatally shot at his residence in Nga Moe

Yake Ward, Thing Gyun Township, Yangon. The urban
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guerrilla group Nga Moe Yake Mission Network

reported the incident.

U Than Tun, a vocal supporter of the military coup,

openly endorsed the military leader General Min Aung

Hlaing and advocated for severe penalties, including

death, for individuals like Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zoya

Thaw, who opposed the coup. Additionally, he

expressed support for the coup army’s aerial

bombardment.

U Thein Nyunt, a former member of the National

League for Democracy (NLD) and current executive

member of the advisory council to the State

Administration Council (SAC), established the NNDP,

commonly known as the Three Helmets Party.

Following a series of killings targeting military

informers and coup-supporting governors, there were

instances of military proponents urging the

assassination of family members of anti-military

revolutionaries. [Myanmar Now] [BBC Burmese]

Myanmar: Yangon court sentences former

information minister to ten years in

prison

(jw) Myanmar’s former Information Minister Ye Htut

was sentenced to 10 years in prison by a court in

Yangon's Insein Prison as the military junta moves to

suppress dissent.

In the closed-door trial, the court found the former

minister guilty of violating Sections 505(a) and 124(a) of

Myanmar's Penal Code, receiving three years for his

role in “spreading fake news” and seven for “sedition”.

An anonymous source at Insein Prison explained to

Radio Free Asia that the verdicts were made without

asking a defense witness, with Ye Htut representing

himself during the trial.

Official junta reports indicated that Ye Htut was

arrested at his Yangon residence on October 28 for

spreading misinformation. The former minister is one

of the nearly 40 people who have been arrested due to

their online criticism of the military junta.

In January 2022, the military government for the first

time announced to make use of the country’s anti-

terrorism and communications laws to prosecute the

spread of anti-junta information on social media.

[Radio Free Asia]
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Myanmar: Junta chief claims “foreign

experts” supporting rebel groups

(jw) Myanmar's junta chief, Min Aung Hlaing, alleged on

November 29 that foreign experts were supporting

rebel armed forces in the northern Shan State.

These accusations appeared to be in response to the

use of drones by the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army to target military outposts last month.

However, the junta chief did not specify which

countries the “foreign experts” were from. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Central bank can no longer sell

dollars

(wn) Fuel prices are surging due to the central bank’s

inability to issue and sell the required amount of US

dollars for fuel companies to import fuel from abroad.

Calculated using the foreign dollar market, prices have

soared, exceeding 300 MM Kyat per liter today.

An official from a fuel company explained that

previously, the central bank sold 40 percent of the

value of 92 and 95 gasoline at a fixed price, while the

remaining 60 percent had to be purchased at external

prices. However, the central bank’s inability to issue

and sell 40 percent at a fixed price led to a calculation

based on 100 percent of the foreign dollar price,

resulting in the price hike.

In response to fuel oil pricing issues, regulations have

been enforced against eight companies selling it at

exorbitant profits above the set price. At a military

council meeting on November 29, Senior General Min

Aung Hlaing, the chairman of the military council,

stated that actions had been taken against individuals

responsible for illegal activities, and severe

punishment had been meted out to two council

members. [Irrawaddy Burmese]

The Philippines: House committees

approve resolutions urging cooperation

with ICC’ war on drugs probe

(lb) In the Philippines, the House committees on justice

and human rights have unanimously adopted three
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House resolutions urging the government's

cooperation with the International Criminal Court (ICC)

investigation into the war on drugs during former

President Rodrigo Duterte's term. [PhilStar]

Launched in 2018, the investigation was initially put on

hold at the request of the Philippines in November

2021. But in January this year, the ICC announced that

it was resuming its investigation, and in July, it rejected

the country’s grounds for appeal [see AiR No. 29,

July/2023, 3].

More recently, incumbent President Marcos Jr. has

admitted that he’s considering rejoining the ICC, while

at the same time emphasizing his continuing

opposition to the ongoing investigation into his

predecessor. In light of this, Executive Secretary Lucas

Bersamin confirmed that the proposals to return to

the ICC are under study, adding that this does not

imply an immediate return to the ICC. [TIME]

Meanwhile, Solicitor General Menardo Guevarra has

reiterated that the Philippines has “no legal duty” to

cooperate with the ICC in its investigation of the

Duterte administration’s drug war since it withdrew

from the the court’s foundational treaty, the Rome

Statute, in 2019 [see AiR (3/3/2018]. 

. It is however noteworthy that the ICC has previously

ruled that prosecutors may still investigate the alleged

“crimes against humanity of murder” in the country,

because they occurred when the Philippines was still a

party to the statute.

At least 7,732 people were killed under the war on

drugs during the term of former President Rodrigo

Duterte from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2022, a

Department of Justice official told the House panels.

However, this number is dynamic as investigations are

ongoing.

The Philippines: Government, communist

rebels agree to resume talks on ending

protracted conflict

(lb) The Philippine government and communist rebels

have agreed to resume peace talks, aiming to end a

long-standing armed conflict in the country. High-level

delegations from both sides met in Oslo and signed a

deal focused on achieving a peaceful resolution,

acknowledging the need for unity and addressing the

causes of the conflict. [Associated Press]
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This conflict, which has been ongoing since 1969,

involves the Communist Party of the Philippines and its

armed wing, the New People's Army (NPA), fighting

against successive Philippine governments. The conflict

has caused substantial casualties and hindered

economic development in the countryside. Past peace

negotiations have collapsed over issues such as

detainment, safety guarantees for negotiators, release

of political prisoners, and removing the terrorist

designation for the communist movement.

Former President Rodrigo Duterte ended talks in 2019.

However, the current president, Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,

appears more open to peace talks and recently

granted amnesty to former rebels [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

The joint statement from the government and rebels

expressed a commitment to a peaceful resolution of

the armed conflict, but the details of formal talks,

including issues like the release of political prisoners

and the removal of terrorist designations, still need to

be worked out.

The government intends to continue anti-insurgency

operations while pursuing peace talks. [Benar News]

The Philippines: Political shakedowns

threaten Marcos-Duterte alliance,

observers say

(lb/lm) The Philippines is witnessing growing tensions

between President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Vice-

President Sara Duterte, according to some observers,

who say that their political alliance, known as the

"UniTeam," may be unraveling. [The Straits Times]

Key developments include President Marcos Jr. and the

House of Representatives, led by his close confidante

Speaker Martin Romualdez, taking actions that seemed

to target Vice-President Duterte. The controversy

involved a request for confidential funds and criticism

over a fund transfer from Marcos Jr.’s office to the Vice-

President's office in 2022, which resulted in a Supreme

Court case. 

Additionally, rumors circulated about lawmakers

planning to impeach Vice-President Duterte, which

President Marcos initially monitored but later rejected.

Moreover, a local court granted bail to former

opposition senator Leila de Lima, a prominent political

detainee during the presidency of Rodrigo Duterte,

Vice-President Duterte's father.
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Furthermore, the House initiated an investigation into

a TV channel owned by Duterte ally Apollo Quiboloy

and expressed support for cooperation with the

International Criminal Court (ICC) in its probe into

President Duterte's drug war.

While both leaders deny a split in their alliance,

political analysts anticipate more clashes between the

Marcos and Duterte factions as the 2025 mid-term

elections approach, which will set the stage for the

2028 presidential elections and shape the political

landscape of the Philippines.

The Philippines: Government

contemplating potential TikTok ban

among security employees

(lb) The Philippine government is considering whether

to prohibit security personnel from using the TikTok

app due to concerns over potential cyberespionage. A

senior official of the National Security Council revealed

that a task force led by National Security Adviser

Eduardo Ano has been established to assess the

threat, and a decision on a potential ban is expected

soon. [BNN Bloomberg]

Several other countries, including the United States,

the European Union, Canada, and India, have already

banned or restricted TikTok due to security concerns.

Despite these security considerations, Philippine

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has sought to

collaborate with TikTok to promote local businesses on

the platform.

Singapore: High Court grants injunction

against Prime Minister Lee’s brother

(lm) Singapore's High Court has granted injunctions

against Lee Hsien Yang, the estranged brother of

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, preventing him from

making defamatory statements against two

government ministers. Damages will be determined in

a later hearing.

Law Minister K. Shanmugam and Foreign Minister

Vivian Balakrishnan sought the injunctions after Lee

Hsien Yang made allegations in a Facebook post

related to state-owned residences they rented. The

court found that Lee Hsien Yang's refusal to remove

the post and his continued online comments indicated
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that he was likely to repeat the defamatory allegations.

[Bloomberg] [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Opposition Workers’ Party

leaders warded costs for appeals in AHTC

case

(lm) Three leaders of Singapore’s main opposition

party Workers' Party (WP), Pritam Singh, Sylvia Lim, and

Low Thia Khiang, will be able to recover some legal

fees in the long-running case involving the party's town

council, following a recent ruling by the Court of

Appeal. In a significant development, the court found

that the WP leaders had succeeded substantially in

their appeals related to the case and awarded them

costs. [The Straits Times]

This decision comes after previous judgments in July

2023 and November 2022, in which the Court of

Appeal overturned several findings of the High Court

while confirming that senior WP leaders were liable to

Aljunied-Hougang Town Council (AHTC) and Sengkang

Town Council (STC) for negligence in certain respects.

The Court of Appeal not only acknowledged the

substantial success of the WP town councillors in their

appeals but also recognized the exceptional nature

and complexity of the case. Typically, claims for the

costs of more than two lawyers are not allowed unless

the court grants a certificate that allows for it,

increasing the amount of costs that can be claimed

from the other party by 50 percent. However, the court

found that in this case, the use of more than two

lawyers was reasonably necessary due to the high

stakes involved for all parties, strong media interest,

and the importance of public interest questions raised.

Furthermore, the court made separate cost orders

against Sengkang Town Council (STC) despite its

argument against this approach. While STC accepted

that cost orders should be made against it as the WP

town councillors, employees, and FM Solutions &

Services (FMSS) had succeeded on key issues in their

appeal, it suggested a single cost order. The Court of

Appeal disagreed with this suggestion, emphasizing

that there were nuances and differences between the

parties' positions and interests, which justified

separate legal teams.

Singapore: Opposition parties seek to

strengthen parliamentary presence
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(lb) The Singapore Democratic Party (SDP), which has

no seats in Singapore’s parliament since 1997, hosted

a luncheon gathering attended by leaders or

representatives of 11 opposition parties to discuss

various issues and strategies ahead of the city-state's

general election, anticipated by November 2025. [The

Independent SG]

Notable attendees included representatives from

Workers' Party, Progress Singapore Party, and The

Coalition comprising Red Dot United, Singapore

People’s Alliance, National Solidarity Party, and

Singapore United Party, among others.

The gathering emphasized the opposition’s shared

objective of denying the ruling People’s Action Party a

two-thirds majority in the upcoming election, aiming to

prevent unchecked changes to the Constitution.

The dialogue, viewed positively by supporters, sought

collaboration among opposition parties and hinted at

the potential for a ‘national convention of politics,' an

initiative proposed by SDP’s Dr Chee, aimed at

fostering civic engagement and political awareness.

Additionally, the event highlighted the alliances,

collaborations, and shared commitments of various

opposition parties striving towards a better future for

Singapore and its citizens.

Singapore: Government unveils Long

Island Project for ‘protection against

rising sea levels’

(lb) Singapore is contemplating the construction of

artificial islands off its east coast to combat rising sea

levels due to climate change. The proposed “Long

Island” project, subject to engineering and

environmental studies beginning in 2024 and spanning

five years, could reclaim approximately 800 hectares of

land. The initiative is expected to span several decades

and will involve extensive public engagement. [Politiko]

Approximately 30 percent of Singapore’s land is

situated below five meters above mean sea level, with

the East Coast region particularly vulnerable to

flooding.

The Long Island project involves reclaiming land off the

East Coast to create a continuous line of defense along

the coast, protecting against rising sea levels.
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Thailand: King’s estranged second son on

second visit to country after nearly three

decades abroad

(lm) Vacharaesorn Vivacharawongse, the estranged

second son of Thailand’s King Maha Vajiralongkorn,

has returned to Bangkok for the second time this year,

marking the anniversary of his grandfather, the late

King Bhumibol Adulyadej's birthday.

Vacharaesorn arrived in Thailand on November 3,

participating in activities centered around Father's Day

and planning visits to various provinces during his two-

week stay. [Bangkok Post]

Vacharaesorn and his three brothers have lived abroad

since the mid-1990s, after the then crown prince

announced his divorce from their mother, publicly

accusing her of adultery. His sister later returned to

Thailand and was raised as a member of the royal

family.

In August, Vacharaesorn's surprise visit to Thailand

after nearly three decades abroad sparked speculation

about the succession plan during a sensitive period for

the Thai monarchy [see AiR No. 33, August/2023, 3].

King Maha Vajiralongkorn's eldest daughter, Princess

Bajrakitiyabha, often considered a suitable successor

by many, has been hospitalized since December of the

previous year. However, Vacharaesorn, who became a

lawyer in the United States, does not have a formal

royal title.

Thailand: Parliamentarians to provide

feedback on charter referendum via

questionnaire

(lm) Parliamentarians in Thailand will have the

opportunity to contribute their insights and opinions

on the process for conducting a referendum on charter

amendments when Parliament reconvenes on

December 12. The sub-panel tasked with gathering

input from various stakeholders on the referendum

will distribute a questionnaire to lawmakers and

senators, with the deadline for feedback set for

December 20. [Bangkok Post]

The questionnaire will address crucial matters, such as

whether the approval of a referendum should

necessitate the support of at least one-third of the

Senate's members, as well as whether members of the

charter rewriting body should be entirely or partially

elected.
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The feedback gathered will be integrated into the

referendum-related perspectives collected from

professional and social groups by the sub-panel. These

insights will then be forwarded to the main

referendum-design committee, headed by Deputy

Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, by the end of

the month. Subsequently, the referendum findings will

be submitted for consideration by the cabinet.

In parallel, the House sub-committee on elections, led

by a lawmaker from the main opposition Move

Forward Party, has organized a forum where experts

and academics shared their views on the proposed

composition of the charter rewriting assembly.

Thailand: Ex-Prime Minister Prayut

appointed Privy Council Member

(ak/lm) Thailand's former Prime Minister Prayut Chan-

o-Cha, who came to power through a 2014 coup and

later lost the 2023 election, has been appointed to the

Privy Council, an advisory body to King Maha

Vajiralongkorn. The announcement was made in the

Royal Gazette on November 29, and it also mentioned

the king's decision to appoint additional members to

the Privy Council. [Bangkok Post]

Prayut had previously resigned from politics in July but

emphasized the importance of safeguarding the

traditional pillars of Thai society, which include the

nation, religion, and monarchy. Notably, he becomes

the fifth former prime minister to join the Privy

Council, following in the footsteps of Sanya

Dharmasakti, General Prem Tinsulanonda, Thanin

Kraivichien, and General Surayud Chulanont. [The

Nation]

Under the current constitution, the Privy Council can

have one president and a maximum of 18 councilors,

and the appointment of Prayut completes the council’s

lineup.

Thailand: Constitutional Court rejects

opposition MP’s petition on Computer

Crime Act

(ak) Bangkok MP Rukchanok Srinork, a member of

Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP),

had her petition challenging the constitutionality of

Section 14 of the Computer Crime Act dismissed by the

Constitutional Court. This decision came as Rukchanok
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is facing charges related to a tweet she posted in July

2020, which allegedly violated the Computer Crime Act

and the royal defamation law. Her tweet criticized the

government's handling of COVID-19 vaccine supplies

and expressed displeasure at the monarchy. [Bangkok

Post]

Section 14 of the Computer Crime Act, which

Rukchanok questioned, prohibits the introduction of

misleading or fraudulent information into a computer

system, particularly if it is defamatory, detrimental to

national and economic security, or public safety. It also

covers the dissemination of pornographic content and

can lead to penalties of up to five years in prison, a fine

of up to 100,000 baht, or both.

Rukchanok had requested a legal interpretation of this

contentious section, which was forwarded to the

Constitutional Court by the Criminal Court.

Thailand: Ruling on ex-Premier Yingluck's

abuse of power case reset for December

26

(lm) The Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders

of Political Positions has rescheduled the reading of its

ruling on an abuse of power case involving former

Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra for December 26,

following two prior postponements. [Bangkok Post]

The alleged abuse of power occurred on September

30, 2011, when then-Prime Minister Yingluck signed an

order to transfer Thawil Pliesnri from his position as

secretary-general of the National Security Council

(NSC) to an adviser to the prime minister. The cabinet

approved the appointment of Pol Gen Wichean

Potephosree as Thawil's replacement at the NSC.

Subsequently, Yingluck, in her role as chairwoman of

the Police Commission, recommended the

appointment of Pol Gen Priewphan Damapong, her

close relative and then deputy police chief, as the

national police chief to fill the vacancy left by Pol Gen

Wichean. This recommendation was approved by the

Police Commission.

Thawil filed a petition with the Supreme Administrative

Court, which later ordered the revocation of the

transfer order. Additionally, the Constitutional Court

unanimously ruled that Yingluck had abused her

power by interfering in the transfer of government

officials.
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On July 1, 2020, the National Anti-Corruption

Commission found grounds to conclude that Yingluck

had been dishonest in performing her duties and

recommended that the attorney general file a lawsuit

against her in the Supreme Court's Criminal Division

for Holders of Political Positions.

The court was initially scheduled to read the ruling on

the case on November 9 but was postponed to

November 29 due to a panel member's unavailability.

However, the November 29 reading was delayed once

more because one of the nine judges had passed

away, and a replacement had been appointed,

requiring time to review the case and reach a decision.

Thailand: Election Commission denies

dragging feet over election complaints

(lm) On November 27, Thailand's Election Commission

(EC) issued a robust defense of its procedures,

addressing concerns about perceived delays in

processing complaints stemming from the May 14

general election. The EC emphasized that it required

sufficient time to conduct its investigations. [Bangkok

Post]

The EC has faced criticism from various quarters, with

some alleging that it has been sluggish in addressing

complaints. It is important to note that the commission

has a one-year window, starting from the date of the

election, to either suspend or take legal action against

candidates or Members of Parliament (MPs) who may

have violated the law.

According to Sawang Boonmee, the Secretary-General

of the EC, the commission received a total of 365

complaints related to the last election. As of now, the

EC has taken action against one candidate, who was

contesting an MP seat in Bangkok, and her campaign

assistant. They were red-carded for their involvement

in vote-buying leading up to the election.

Thailand: Former Future Forward Party

leaders to forgo amnesty rights under

MFP bill

(lm) The former leader of the now-defunct Future

Forward Party (FFP), Thanatorn Juangroongruangkit,

and other prominent party figures who are facing royal

defamation charges have decided to voluntarily

relinquish the rights that would be afforded to them
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under an amnesty bill advocated by the FFP's

successor party, the main opposition Move Forward

Party (MFP). [Bangkok Post]

The MFP is actively promoting a bill that aims to

provide amnesty to individuals facing politically

motivated charges since the February 2006 protests.

The bill is currently undergoing public hearings and is

anticipated to be included in the legislative agenda of

the lower House of Parliament during the upcoming

session.

However, the MFP's proposed bill has faced criticism

for its attempt to offer blanket amnesty to individuals

charged under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, which

pertains to the royal defamation law, In fact, Deputy

Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai late last

month poured cold water on the MFP amnesty bill,

saying the government would rather wait for a decision

on the issue first  [see No. 48, November/2023, 4].

In response to these concerns, Thanatorn and other

former FFP senior figures have communicated with the

MFP, expressing their willingness to forgo their right to

amnesty. They believe that by doing so, they can

prevent certain groups from exploiting their amnesty

rights as a reason to criticize and oppose the bill.

Thailand: ONCB seizes more assets from

Senator Upakit over alleged involvement

in transnational crimes

(bk) Thailand’s Office of the Narcotics Control Board

(ONCB) has ordered the freezing of 28 bank accounts

belonging to Senator Upakit Pachariyangkun,

containing a total of USD 86,000, as well as 29 plots of

land valued at USD 8 million, due to his alleged

involvement in drug trafficking and money laundering.

This action follows the ONCB's previous freezing of

Upakit's bank account with USD 5,700 in October last

year, due to suspicions of his connection with a drug

kingpin.

The ONCB alleges that Upakit transferred USD 17.1

million out of the country and intends to seek

cooperation from the Office of the Attorney-General to

freeze his overseas accounts.

Public prosecutors decided to arraign Upakit in court in

May on charges of money laundering and involvement

in transnational crime. Despite these allegations,

Upakit retains his senatorial status and legal immunity,
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as confirmed by a Senate vote in October. [Prachatai

English] [The Nation]

Thailand: PDRC key members receive

suspended sentences in Criminal Court

decision on 2013-14 protests

(bk) Thailand’s Criminal Court on December 1 issued

sentences for seven former members of the People's

Democratic Reform Committee (PDRC), a now-defunct

political group that organized mass protests against

Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra's government in

2013-14.

Five of the key PDRC members received suspended

prison terms, while another member was sentenced to

six months in prison without suspension due to

previous imprisonment. The seventh defendant was

acquitted, as the court considered his speech to

protesters an honest expression of opinions. [Thai PBS

World]

These former PDRC members had faced charges of

insurrection, terrorism, creating public unrest, and

causing damage to state property during the extended

protests aimed at compelling the resignation of the

Yingluck administration.

Ultimately, their efforts were followed by a military

coup led by General Prayut Chan-o-cha in May 2014.

Thailand: Calls for update on health,

incarceration of convicted ex-Prime

Minister Thaksin

(lm) Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, a former election

commissioner who currently serves as an adviser to

the Committee on Budgeting Study and Budget

Administration Follow-up of the Parliament, has called

on the government to provide an update on the health

and clarify the incarceration conditions of former

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who has been in

the Police General Hospital for 100 days since his

return and jailing on August 22. [Bangkok Post]

Thaksin was initially placed in quarantine at the

Bangkok Remand Prison but was later transferred to

the Police General Hospital due to chest pain,

hypertension, and low blood oxygen. The lack of

government clarification has led to public speculation

about the case, according to Somchai, particularly
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since the ruling Pheu Thai Party is linked to Thaksin,

and Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is involved in

managing the Royal Thai Police.

Thailand: Two MPs expelled from

opposition Move Forward Party over

sexual harassment allegations join new

party

(ak) Two lawmakers who were expelled from the main

opposition Move Forward Party due to allegations of

sexual harassment have now joined new political

parties.

Bangkok MP Chaiyamphawan Manpianjit has become

a member of the Thai Progress Party under the

leadership of Watcharaphol Butmonkhol.

Meanwhile, Prachin Buri constituency 2 MP

Wuttiphong Thonglour has joined the Chart Pattana

Kla Party.

Chaiyamphawan is notably the first MP to join the Thai

Progress Party, and Wuttiphong's membership has

increased the number of MPs in the Chart Pattana Kla

Party to three. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Watanya Bunnag announces bid

for Democrat party leadership

(ak) Watanya "Madam Dear" Bunnag has announced

her candidacy to lead Thailand's Democrat Party,

becoming its first female leader if elected on

December 9. [Bangkok Post]

She held a press conference to formally announce her

bid and emphasized her dedication to a fair and

inclusive leadership style, focusing on issues of

ideology, public input, and economic policies. She also

stated her intention to revive the party's ideology,

maximize public engagement, and balance liberalism

with state welfare and decentralization. The Democrats

have faced recent electoral setbacks, falling to sixth

place in the 2023 election.

Watanya, who is married to Nation Multimedia Group

CEO Chai Bunnag, is expected to face strong

competition from acting deputy leader Narapat

Kaeothong, who is backed by the party’s powerful

acting secretary-general, Chalermchai Sri-on. [The

Nation]
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Thailand: Anti-Corruption Commission

identifies former Revenue officials with

USD 60 million assets

(lm) In Thailand, four former Revenue Department

officials in Samut Prakan province have been deemed

"unusually wealthy" by the National Anti-Corruption

Commission (NACC), with a total wealth amounting to

USD 60 million. This finding was made under Section 4

of the Corruption Prevention and Suppression Act of

2018 and is connected to alleged corruption related to

tax refunds. [Bangkok Post]

The NACC investigation revealed that the money in

their bank accounts was significantly higher than what

could be explained by their regular income from

government service, and they were unable to account

for the sources of this wealth. Consequently, the NACC

has decided to ask the attorney-general to request the

Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases to

order the confiscation of assets acquired through

these questionable funds.

Previously, these four individuals had been temporarily

dismissed from their positions while the investigation

was ongoing.

Thailand: Underaged women claim they

were forced into sex work

(lm) Police in Thailand’s Rayong province are

investigating a case centered around two suspects

engaging in the sex trade of minors and forcing them

to sell narcotics. The case unfolded when two female

teenagers contacted a local Facebook page and said

they had been locked up in a house used as a brothel.

The underaged women claim they were forced to work

as prostitutes there and sell drugs to customers,

among them police officers. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police investigate allegations of

bribery in pedophilia case

(lm) Thailand's police are launching an investigation

into allegations made by a German national who

claims to have paid nearly USD 55,000 in bribes to

authorities in exchange for his release from a

pedophilia charge. [Bangkok Post]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-yhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-yhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-yhu/


The foreigner had been apprehended following a raid

on a nightclub in Pattaya in September of the previous

year. The German suspect disclosed that he

contributed approximately USD 20,000 towards his bail

and legal fees, along with an additional USD 55,000 in

cash to officials, prior to departing the country seven

days after facing the charges.

In a documentary, he admitted to engaging in sexual

activity with a minor and expressed concerns that he

might be treated unfairly by the police, prompting his

decision to flee the country. Additionally, he accused

the police of turning a blind eye to the presence of

underage girls working at the bar.

In response, police officials clarified that the German

suspect was able to depart the country because there

were no specific conditions imposed on his bail.

According to a letter from the Pattaya Court dated

November of the preceding year, the court granted

him permission to leave the country for a business trip

at his request.

Thailand: Cabinet backs 20 percent salary

raise for newly recruited civil servants

(lm) Thailand's cabinet has given the green light to a

proposed 20 percent salary increase for newly

recruited civil servants over the course of the next two

years, as recommended by the Office of the Civil

Service Commission. The government is projected to

require approximately USD 171 million for the initial

phase of this salary hike, with funds drawn from a

central budget earmarked for emergency purposes.

However, in the following fiscal year, the required

funds will amount to more than USD 285 million.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Over 37,000 apply for

government's informal debt resolution

program in first two days

(bk) Over 37,000 Thai citizens, collectively owing nearly

USD 43 million, have applied for the government's

informal-debt resolution program in the first two days,

according to the Interior Ministry.

The five provinces with the highest registrations were

Bangkok, Songkhla, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Nakhon

Ratchasima, and Samut Prakan. [The Nation 1]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-ykl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-ykr/


This debt-mediation initiative, which began on

December 1, was initiated by Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin and involves government officials and police

working to resolve disputes between lenders and

borrowers. The program aims to address the

significant impact of informal debts on people's

livelihoods.

The government has emphasized its commitment to

assisting citizens in resolving their informal debt

burdens and has assured the confidentiality of debt

information. On December 12, the government is set

to reveal an all-encompassing debt plan, addressing

both formal and informal debts. [The Nation 2]

Thailand: Probe launched into official's

bribery demand in pork smuggling case

amid larger scandal

(lm) An investigation is underway to identify an official

implicated in an audio recording demanding nearly

USD 285,000 in bribes from a pork smuggler. This

development occurs in the context of a larger

investigation into the Siam Makro wholesale chain, a

subsidiary of the CP Group, for its procurement of

imported frozen pork from companies facing charges

of illegal importation. Since September, a total of 161

cargo containers of frozen pork have been seized.

[Bangkok Post]

In addition, a complaint letter has been submitted to

the House committee on agriculture and cooperatives,

requesting an inquiry into irregularities related to the

disposal of 4,500 tons of illegal pork. Approximately 30

tons of this confiscated pork were discovered buried

underground in Khlong Hat district, raising concerns

about the potential for the seized pork to re-enter the

market for sale.

This follows the unexpected removal of the director-

general of the Department of Special Investigation

(DSI), Pol Col Suriya Singhakamol, from his position last

month, where he was appointed as the deputy

permanent secretary of justice. Although no official

explanation was provided, speculation suggests that

this move may be related to Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin's dissatisfaction with the DSI's handling of the

crackdown on illegal import and smuggling of frozen

pork [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4].

More recently, the DSI has imposed a 30-day deadline

for Makro to explain reports alleging their purchase of

fresh pork from a company whose owners have been
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arrested on smuggling charges. This 30-day limit began

on December 4. [The Nation]

Thailand: Authorities address poverty as

over a quarter of surveyed households

found below poverty line

(lm) The Thai interior ministry is intensifying its efforts

to combat poverty after surveys revealed that out of

14.5 million households surveyed over the past several

months, more than 3.8 million were inhabited by

individuals living below the poverty line. [Bangkok

Post]

To date, authorities have successfully improved the

conditions for 3.6 millions of these households by

implementing solutions rooted in the late King

Bhumibol's sufficiency economy philosophy. This

philosophy is based on the fundamental principles of

Thai culture and emphasizes development through

moderation, reasonableness, and effective risk

management. [The Chaipattana Foundation]

Thailand: S&P confirms country’s

'BBB+/Stable' rating

(bk) On November 28, S&P Global Ratings maintained

its 'BBB+' for the long-term foreign currency sovereign

credit ratings for Thailand, with a stable outlook.

S&P anticipates a swift economic recovery, forecasting

growth from 2.5 percent in 2023 to 4.2 percent in 2024,

attributed to the implementation of fiscal measures

and a rebound in the tourism sector. The projected

average Real GDP growth is 3.2 percent from 2023 to

2026. [Royal Thai Government] [S&P Global Ratings]

The government is expected to accelerate debt

accumulation in the current fiscal year (ending

September 2024), assuming the implementation of the

THB 500 billion digital wallet scheme. Despite this, the

change in net general government debt is projected to

average below 4 percent of GDP from 2024 to 2026,

with fiscal conditions normalizing starting from fiscal

2025.

A surplus in the current account is projected for 2024-

2026, primarily due to the tourism sector recovery.
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Thailand: Soft power budget unveiled

along with strategies to elevate cultural

influence globally

(bk) On November 30, Thailand's National Soft Power

Strategy Committee unveiled a proposed budget of

roughly USD 146 million to enhance the nation's soft

power across various dimensions, aiming to boost the

creative economy and generate revenue for tourism

and related industries.

The proposed budget, expected to be approved by the

Cabinet in December, is allocated across key aspects

such as the festival industry, tourism, food, Thai art

promotion, design and promotion of the Thailand

brand, Thai sports, music industry, publishing, films,

theatres, TV series, fashion design and exhibition, and

entrepreneur training and e-sport promotion. [The

Nation 1]

On the same day, the government also announced its

efforts to boost Muay Thai, a traditional martial art, as

a significant element of Thailand's soft power on the

global stage. Collaborating with various sports

organizations, the government aims to promote

international appreciation of Thai boxing, with

initiatives such as showcasing the art in different

countries, including Budapest and Guangzhou. In

accordance with the Soft Power Promotion Policy, the

government will strive to include Muay Thai in the 2032

Olympic Games in Brisbane, supporting the sports

industry and enhancing its economic value. [Royal Thai

Government] [Brisbane 2032 Summer Olympics]

In parallel, Thailand's traditional new year celebration,

the Songkran Festival, will be officially recognized as a

world intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO, as

confirmed by the Thai Cultural Promotion Department,

and will be formally announced on December 6, 2023,

coinciding with the strategic budget proposal. A

celebration event is scheduled for December 7, 2023,

at Lan Khon Mueang town square in Bangkok, presided

over by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. The festivities

aim to promote Thai traditions and encourage tourist

participation in the Songkran celebration in April 2024.

[The Nation 2]

Thailand: Government will amend certain

laws to help business operators

(ak) Thailand's government is planning to amend

specific laws to enhance the efficiency of business

operators. To achieve this objective, a committee
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established in October has been tasked with reviewing

laws and regulations that often pose challenges to

businesses operating in Thailand and offering

recommendations to the government. The committee

is concentrating on four primary areas: immigration

and labor laws concerning foreign workers, the

introduction of a "super license" consolidating various

existing licenses, international trade, and the adoption

of clean energy in business activities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Authorities seize 2 tons of

crystal meth from smuggler's tugboat

(lm) On December 4, Thai police conducted a raid,

apprehending 13 fleeing suspects and confiscating a

substantial haul of 2 tons of crystal methamphetamine

from a large tugboat. The seized drugs were suspected

to be destined for the Philippines, Australia, and other

international destinations. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: National Assembly approves

amendment to telecommunications law

(tt) Vietnam's National Assembly has approved

amendments to the Law on Telecommunications, with

an overwhelming majority of 468 out of 472 votes. The

revised law covers data center and cloud computing

regulations, acknowledging their vital role in the digital

economy. It addresses challenges related to managing

telecommunications services on the internet and

cross-border services. [Vietnam's Ministry of

Information and Communications]

Vietnam: Activists demand officials to be

held accountable for crackdown on

environmental advocates

(lm) In Vietnam, environmental activists and

international observers are calling for accountability in

response to a severe crackdown on advocates

addressing the country's environmental challenges.

This crackdown comes as Vietnam is set to reveal its

plans for using funds allocated during the United

Nations climate talks. [The New York Times]

Last year, a group of nine affluent nations known as

the International Partners Group pledged USD 15.5

billion in grants and loans to Vietnam to encourage a

shift away from coal and towards cleaner energy
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sources. As part of the conditions of this deal, Hanoi

agreed to engage in regular consultations with non-

governmental organizations.

However, the Vietnamese government has taken a

different path by arresting prominent environmental

activists who played crucial roles in securing this

funding. One notable case is that of Ngo Thi To Nhien,

the director of an energy think tank, who became the

sixth environmental campaigner to be detained in the

past two years.

In addition to Nhien, five other environmental activists

have been arrested on charges of tax evasion, widely

believed to be fabricated accusations in response to

their environmental advocacy. Although two of these

activists have been released, the United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights expressed concern in

September about the "prosecutions and the arbitrary

application of restrictive legislation," which have had a

chilling effect on environmentalists in Vietnam.

Vietnam: National Assembly agrees to

extend VAT reduction policy until late

June 2024

(tt) The Vietnamese National Assembly has approved

an extension of the 2-percent value-added tax (VAT)

reduction until June 30, 2024, as per proposal by the

government. This policy aims to stimulate the national

economy, which has been affected by the ongoing

COVID-19 pandemic, as well as the impact of climate

change and natural disasters. The VAT reduction policy

applies to most product and service groups, with

exceptions for certain sectors like telecommunications,

information technology, financial activities, and more

[Socialist Republic of Vietnam]
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China and EU aim to boost bilateral

relations

(yq) On December 4 Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

held a meeting with the ambassadors of the European

Union (EU) and its member states in Beijing.

Highlighting successful high-level dialogues and the

upcoming 20th anniversary of the China-EU

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, both sides aim

to elevate relations through strategic discussions.

Wang emphasized principles of mutual respect and

calm pragmatism and the importance of dialogue and

cooperation. The EU representatives affirmed their

commitment to constructive relations, economic

cooperation, and collaboration on global challenges.

The discussions also touched on international issues,

including the war in Ukraine and the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict.

Regarding the upcoming China-EU Leaders' Summit

between Chinese President Xi Jinping and President of

the European Council Charles Michel and President of

the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen on

December 7, the two sides also expressed their hope

to boost bilateral relations, anticipating positive

outcomes. [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of

China, in Chinese][Reuters]

European countries investigate damaged

pipelines, accuse Chinese ship

(ga) The governments of Finland and Estonia have

been investigating a Chinese cargo ship called the

NewNew Polar Bear, which is suspected to have

destroyed two internet traffic cables and the

Balticconnector, a gas pipeline connecting Finland and

Estonia, on October 8 [see AiR No. 43, October/2023,

4].
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On December 1, Finnish Minister of European Affairs

Anders Adlercreutz said in an interview that the

investigation had turned up evidence suggesting that

the destruction of the pipelines was intentional. A large

anchor, similar to the missing anchor of the NewNew

Polar Bear, was found close to the site of the pipeline’s

destruction.

Finland and Estonia have asked for cooperation from

the Chinese government to visit China to inspect the

NewNew Polar Bear, which is currently returning to

Tianjin, China. Adlercreutz indicated that the NewNew

Polar Bear’s return to China following the incident

suggests some level of tolerance by Beijing for the

action, if not approval.

A Russian ship called the Sevmorput was also in the

area during the time when the pipelines were cut,

although the investigation is primarily focused on the

NewNew Polar Bear.

The NewNew Polar Bear’s ownership was transferred

in early November, which investigators allege is a way

to distance responsibility for the pipeline’s destruction

from the Chinese government.

Finland may respond to the incident following its

investigation through a move to restrict Chinese

vessels’ access to its territorial waters, which would

also restrict access to St. Petersburg. [Forbes] [Politico]

China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said, in response to

the investigation into the NewNew Polar Bear, that

“China always attaches great importance to protecting

the safety and security of undersea infrastructure, and

strictly fulfills its obligations under international law.”

The ministry added that China is conducting an

investigation and cooperating with every party

involved. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Japan at the COP28

(ic) Japanese Prime Minister (PM) Kishida Fumio

departed Japan on November 29 to take part in the

2023 United Nations Climate Change Conference

(COP28), to take place in Dubai, United Arab Emirates

over the period of November 30 to December 12.

[Kyodo News 1]

The first day of COP28 saw the formal launch of the

loss and damage fund, which was successfully

negotiated at COP27 by Egypt and seeks to use

developed countries’ resources to compensate
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developing and climate-vulnerable countries hit

hardest by worsening weather extremes. Japan

donated USD 100 million to this fund. [The Japan

News]

On December 1, Kishida began his day with a meeting

with Israeli President Isaac Herzog. Kishida reiterated

his firm condemnation of the terror attacks by Hamas

and others, and welcomed the agreement with Hamas

that included the release of hostages and increased

delivery of humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip.

He asked for Israel’s further aid in improving the

humanitarian situation there. Kishida would also

reiterate Japan’s position, supported by international

law and recent United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

resolutions, for a two-state solution with both Israel

and Palestine coexisting peacefully. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

Meeting with Qatar’s Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-

Thani, Kishida expressed Japan’s position on the Israel-

Hamas conflict again, stating that Japan is working to

provide an additional USD 65 million in humanitarian

aid on top of the initial Emergency Grant Aid of USD 10

million. Kishida called for a return to a ceasefire

agreement. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2]

Speaking at the First Part of the High-Level Segment

for Heads of State and Government - Plenary Al Hairat,

Kishida stated that while the world had completed its

first major Global Stocktake as of COP28, course-

correction is required to get on the pathway to 1.5

degrees. He pledged that Japan will “end new

construction of domestic unabated coal power plants,

while securing a stable energy supply.” Japan had

heightened its reliance on fossil fuels in the aftermath

of the disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power

plant. [Kyodo News 2] [Reuters]

Kishida also expressed Japan’s commitment to

mobilizing up to approximately USD 90 billion in

climate finance from both public and private sectors,

of which USD 9 billion would be provided to as credit

enhancements to the World Bank and Asian

Development Bank, to expand their lending capacity.

[Prime Minister’s Office, Japan 1] [United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change 1]

Briefly meeting with Türkiye’s President Recep Tayyip

Erdoğan, Kishida welcomed the ceasefire in Gaza, the

release of hostages, and the increased flow of

humanitarian aid. Both countries agreed to work

together toward improving the humanitarian

conditions and calming down the situation.
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At the same time, Kishida and Erdoğan discussed the

expansion of bilateral relations in areas like in various

areas including economy, energy, and tourism to

commemorate the centennial of Turkish-Japanese

relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 3]

At a working dinner with Egyptian President Abdel-

Fattah El-Sisi, Kishida reiterated Japan’s positions and

actions in Gaza, and further stated that preparations

will be made to provide Egypt with financial assistance

of approximately USD 230 million in 2024 after

completion of IMF reviews and other factors. The

assistance is to alleviate Egypt’s severe economic and

financial situation resulting from the tensions in the

Middle East. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 4]

On December 2, Kishida met with the Jordanian King

Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein, where he reiterated Japan’s

positions and actions in Gaza. He stated that Japan will

continue to prepare to provide USD 100 million of

financial aid to Jordan in 2024, subject to Jordanian

reforms in economic and fiscal management. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Japan 5]

Speaking again to an audience at the COP28, Kishida

spoke on his efforts in July to launch the Global Hub for

Decarbonization initiative with UAE President

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan employing Japanese

technology within a cooperation framework. Under

this agreement, several memoranda of understanding

had been signed that day between Japanese and UAE

companies.

Kishida also spoke on Japan’s Green Transformation

(GX) plan, supported by the Glasgow Financial Alliance

for Net Zero (GFANZ), stating that Japan will issue the

first internationally certified GX Economic Transition

Bonds. Japan will also seek to contribute through

concrete projects in the new Asia Zero Emissions

Community (AZEC) initiative, with the first summit to

be held in Tokyo in mid-December. [Prime Minister’s

Office, Japan 2]

Kishida later telephoned Iranian President Ayatollah

Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi, calling on Iran to step up efforts

to de-escalate the situation in Gaza and condemning

the Iran-linked Yemeni Houthi rebel group’s seizure of

a vessel operated by a Japanese company.[Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan 6]

The ship, operated by Nippon Yusen a.k.a. NYK Line,

was seized in the Red Sea by Houthi militants on

November 20, with footage of the capture being

released on the next day by the militants [see AiR No.

47, November/2023, 3]
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Japan absent from Second Meeting of

States Parties to the Treaty on the

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

(ic) The Second Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty

on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was convened

in New York from November 27 to December 1. With

wars in Ukraine and Gaza threatening to spill over into

the rest of their regions and escalate into nuclear

exchanges, the parties gathered at the conference

aimed to end the use of nuclear weapons, whether it

be for war or for the threat of war.

Alongside an assessment of progress on a 50-item

action plan, many parties criticized the logic of nuclear

deterrence itself, reiterating the need to ensure the

complete elimination of all nuclear weapons. The third

meeting of this conference will take place in May 2025.

[Asahi Shinbun 1] [Kyodo News] [NHK World]

[Nippon.com]

As the only nation that has been attacked with nuclear

weapons, this meeting received a great deal of

coverage in Japanese news; however, Japan itself did

not send a representative to the meeting.

In attendance, however, were representatives of the

Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers

Organizations, who are also known as the Hibakusha.

[Asahi Shinbun 2] [Asahi Shinbun 3] [Japan Times]

Japan joins multinational project to clear

mines in Ukraine

(ic) A Japanese government source stated on

November 28 that Japan plans to support an operation

to clear mines in Ukraine.

Planned by the US-led Ukrainian Defense Contact

Group (UDCG), the Japan Self-Defense Force (JSDF) is to

provide mine-clearing equipment and personnel

training. The source also suggested that Minister of

Defense Kihara Minoru will soon announce the JSDF’s

participation in the UDCG’s framework to enhance

Ukraine’s cybersecurity.

This is reportedly part of a broader push to offer more

reconstruction-oriented aid as Japan is still currently

unable to contribute much directly to war-related

materiel; the source stated that the provision of

equipment for mine destruction may face legal
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difficulties. Japan has agreed to work together with

Cambodia to support the clearing of mines in Ukraine;

it had previously aided Cambodia for its efforts to clear

mines in its own country. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia, UNDPR sign Memorandum of

Cooperation

(ap) On November 29, O. Nominchimeg, the Deputy

Governor of Ulaanbaatar City, responsible for the

Social Sector, Green Development, and Air and

Environmental Pollution, held a meeting with Matilda

Dimovska, the Resident Representative of the United

Nations Development Program (UNDP) in Mongolia.

The meeting in Ulaanbaatar culminated in the signing

of a Memorandum of Cooperation between the

Governor’s Office of Ulaanbaatar City and UNDP.

The Memorandum outlines collaborative efforts to

promote renewable energy, mitigate air pollution,

address climate change, and advance gender equality.

Dimovska, expressing UNDP’s commitment to

supporting Mongolia’s sustainable projects, conveyed a

dedication to further development in this regard.

[Montsame 1]

Separately, N. Uchral, Minister of Digital Development

and Communications of Mongolia, engaged in

discussions with Dimovska concerning digital literacy

and enhancing public education on digital citizenship.

Mutual agreement was reached on extending

cooperation to conduct qualitative research evaluating

Mongolia's e-transition, bolstering cybersecurity, and

fostering IT skills and workforce empowerment.

[Montsame 2]

UN Word Food Program extends food aid

program to North Korea

(dql) The United Nations World Food Program (WFP)

has extended its food assistance plan for North Korea

until December 31, 2024, with a revised budget

increased to USD 247.7 million from USD 214.9 million.

The project aims to benefit approximately 5.2 million

North Korean people, up from 4.4 million in the

existing plan. This extension is contingent upon the

return of international staff to North Korea for the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-jyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-jyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-jyk/


assessment of the country's food security and the

implementation of the assistance program.

Due to North Korea closing its borders in early 2020 to

prevent the spread of COVID-19, humanitarian

agencies, including the WFP, were unable to conduct

field monitoring or deliver assistance.

The revised plan will allow for the resumption of

operations when international staff can re-enter North

Korea. The last presence of WFP and U.N. personnel in

the country dates back to March 2021, with no WFP or

U.N. presence in North Korea since. [Yonhap]

OECD upgrades South Korea’s growth

outlook to 2.3 percent in 2024

(tms) The Organization for Economic Cooperation and

Development (OECD) has raised South Korea’s

economic growth forecast for 2024 to 2.3 percent,

attributing the boost to recovering exports and

reduced geopolitical tensions.

This marks a 0.2 percent increase from the projection

of 2.1 percent made in September. [Yonhap 1]

The current outlook surpasses estimates by the IMF

and Bank of Korea, while the South Korean

government anticipates 2.4 percent growth in 2024.

However, the OECD revised down South Korea’s 2023

growth to 1.4 percent.

The global economic expansion projection remains at

2.7 percent for 2024, with a slight cut for 2023 to 2.9

percent.

The OECD urges fiscal measures amid aging

demographics and advocates for policies supporting

female employment and fertility, along with addressing

productivity gaps and labor market dualism. [Yonhap

2]

South Korea, EU unite against North

Korea’s satellite launch, plan for space

security dialogue

(tms) South Korea and the European Union (EU) have

jointly condemned North Korea’s recent military spy

satellite launch, considering it a significant threat to

peace.
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In talks in Brussels, Youn Jong-kwon, South Korea’s

director general for nonproliferation and nuclear

affairs, along with EU envoys Marjolijn Van Deelen and

Carine Claeys, pledged to collaborate on a unified

international response to this provocation.

The nations aim to strengthen existing

nonproliferation frameworks and advance discussions

on the military application of artificial intelligence.

Both sides shared perspectives on space security,

deliberating on international rules for a stable and

sustainable space environment, with plans for a

bilateral space security dialogue in the coming year.

[Yonhap]

South Korea, G7 launch “climate club” to

propel green transition at COP28

(tms) The Group of Seven (G7) and 28 other nations,

including South Korea, inaugurated the “Climate Club”

during the 28th United Nations climate change

conference (COP28) in Dubai, aiming to bolster the

green transition.

Initially proposed by Germany at the January 2022 G7

summit, the global initiative, launched in December

last year, focuses on expediting the Paris Agreement's

implementation. [Reuters 1]

Comprising 36 nations actively advocating for carbon

neutrality, the club was joined by South Korea in May

[see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4]. President Yoon Suk Yeol

pledged a robust role in addressing the climate crisis.

The launch ceremony saw the participation of South

Korea’s climate change special envoy Cho Heung-seek,

along with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.

South Korea also committed to joining five UAE-led

global initiatives, covering renewable energy and

certification schemes for hydrogen, agriculture, and

health. [Reuters 2] [Yonhap]

South Korean JCS chairman addresses

Indo-Pacific security forum

(tms) Gen. Kim Myung-soo, Chairman of South Korea’s

Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), participated in the sixth Indo-

Pacific Security Forum, addressing security challenges

in the region.
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Hosted by the US Indo-Pacific Command, the virtual

forum included senior military officials from 20

nations, such as Japan, Australia, and India.

Kim emphasized the recent North Korean military spy

satellite launch on November 21 as a breach of UN

Security Council resolutions, posing a threat to peace

in the Indo-Pacific and the Korean Peninsula [see AiR

No. 48, November/2023, 4].

He urged a coordinated international response to

effectively deter and address North Korea's nuclear

and missile provocations. [Yonhap]

South Korea re-elected as top council

member of International Maritime

Organization for 12th term

(tms) For the 12th consecutive term, South Korea has

secured a position as one of the top council members

of the International Maritime Organization (IMO).

The election took place during the IMO Council's 33rd

general meeting in London, designating South Korea as

a category A member.

This status, awarded every two years through a general

vote, is granted to the 10 states with the most

substantial interest in providing international shipping

services, as per the United Nations-affiliated maritime

body.

South Korea has maintained category A membership

continuously since 2001, spanning 22 years, enabling

active contributions to the IMO's development and

leadership in critical discussions on unresolved issues.

[International Maritime Organization] [Yonhap]

South Korea hosts fifth International

Conference on Action with Women and

Peace

(tms) South Korea's Ministry of Foreign Affairs

successfully organized the fifth International

Conference on Action with Women and Peace on

November 30 as part of the Action with Women and

Peace Initiative.

Attended by 300 participants, including government

officials, international organizations, and civil societies,

the event focused on advancing discussions on the
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Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda at the

United Nations Security Council.

Foreign Minister Park Jin emphasized the importance

of women's protection and participation in peace

processes.

The conference included sessions on UN Security

Council norms, women's participation in frontline

peace processes, human rights in North Korea, and a

youth session addressing online gender-based

violence. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Taiwan’s diplomatic partners support its

participation in UN Climate Change talk

(oy) On 1 December 2023, Paraguayan President

Santiago Pena and Palauan President Surangel Whipps

Jr, called on countries to allow Taiwan to participate in

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change (UNFCC). Whipps highlighted that Taiwan has

worked closely with Pacific Islands and similar partners

on climate change mitigation and adaptation.

At a separate forum, Palauan Minister of Agriculture,

Fisheries and the Environment, Steven Victor, said that

Taiwan’s exclusion from UNFCC was “unfortunate”,

noting that Taiwan has assisted Palau in mitigating the

impact of rising sea levels through providing financial

support and constructing sea walls. Likewise, Tuvaluan

Minister of Finance and Economic Development, Seve

Paeniu, praised Taiwan for providing emergency aid

when Tuvalu experienced a severe drought in late-

2022.

Taiwan is not invited to UNFCC as it does not hold UN

membership. In light of the support from its diplomatic

partners, Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a

statement on 2 December 2023 expressing its

appreciation and commitment to work with other

countries to tackle climate change. [Taipei Times]

[MOFA]

UNIDO adopts Bangladesh-initiated

resolution on sustainable supply chains

(lm) The United Nations Industrial Development

Organization (UNIDO) has adopted a resolution

initiated by Bangladesh during its 20th General

Conference in Vienna. This resolution focuses on

"strengthening member states' capacities in

developing productive, resilient, and sustainable
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supply chains." The adoption of this resolution comes

in response to the disruptions caused by the COVID-19

pandemic and the Ukraine war, which significantly

impacted global supply chains. [The Business

Standard]

The resolution aims to empower UNIDO to assist

countries and economies in promoting the resilience of

their supply chains, preparing them to handle future

disruptions effectively. It emphasizes the importance

of fostering dialogue among relevant stakeholders and

taking concrete actions to ensure the sustainability,

resilience, and productivity of global and regional

supply chains. Special attention is given to supporting

producer countries and suppliers.

Additionally, the resolution seeks to enhance capacity

building to ensure equitable participation in the supply

chain, with a focus on fair profit sharing among

stakeholders. This approach aims to provide

developing countries with access to fair pricing,

knowledge transfer, market access, technology, and

increased productivity.

Late Henry Kissinger should have

apologized for role in 1971 Indo-Pakistani

War, Bangladesh notes

(lm) Bangladesh's Foreign Minister, AK Abdul Momen,

has voiced strong criticism of the late former United

States Secretary of State Henry Kissinger for his role in

the 1971 India-Pakistan war, which occurred during the

Bangladesh Liberation War and resulted in the

creation of Bangladesh. Momen acknowledged

Kissinger's significant diplomatic legacy but did not shy

away from pointing out his actions during that pivotal

period in history. [WION]

Momen contended that Kissinger had staunchly

supported the Pakistani military junta during the 1971

war, going as far as violating American and

international laws by supplying weapons to the illegally

occupying forces of Pakistan. This support was in stark

contrast to the aspirations of the people of then East

Pakistan (now Bangladesh), who were seeking

independence from West Pakistan (now Pakistan).

The Bangladesh Liberation War was marked by brutal

actions by the West Pakistani military in East Pakistan,

leading to over a million deaths and the displacement

of millions more as refugees. Despite this

humanitarian crisis, the Nixon administration, under

which Kissinger served as National Security Advisor,
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took a pro-Pakistan and anti-India stance during the

conflict.

Momen expressed deep disappointment with

Kissinger's decisions during the war, suggesting that

his pursuit of "ping pong diplomacy" and his desire to

shape US relations with China and Pakistan may have

influenced his stance. Kissinger's secret visit to Beijing

during his Pakistan trip eventually led to President

Richard Nixon's historic visit to China in 1972, aimed at

improving US-China ties.

Momen emphasized the importance of fact-based

decision-making and regretted that a seasoned

diplomat like Kissinger had not prioritized this principle

during the conflict. He suggested that an apology from

Kissinger to the people of Bangladesh for the genocide

and mass killings committed during the 1971 war

would be appropriate.

Indian Prime Modi Minister concludes

Group of Twenty presidency with call for

new multilateralism

(hp/lm) India has wrapped up its year-long presidency

of the Group of Twenty (G20), an intergovernmental

forum comprising 19 sovereign countries, the

European Union, and the African Union, with a

resounding call for a new form of multilateralism.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized the

pressing need for a multilateral system that is better

equipped to tackle the intricate challenges of the 21st

century. This new multilateralism, as described by

Modi, should be characterized by inclusivity, ambition,

action-oriented approaches, and decisiveness three

key priorities India focused on during its tenure as G20

president.

As underscored by Modi, inclusivity was central to

India's G20 presidency, with the African Union’s

inclusion in the G20 and the hosting of the ‘Voice of the

Global South Summit’, a pioneering initiative that

brought together leaders from developing nations to

discuss their priorities, ultimately amplifying the voices

of these countries in international discourse.

India also introduced the ‘Green Development Pact’

and set ambitious goals, such as tripling global

renewable energy capacity by 2030, and established

initiatives like the Global Biofuels Alliance and Green

Hydrogen. To ensure developing countries have the

resources to make these climate efforts, the G20

emphasized the importance of enhanced Multilateral



Development Banks and a substantial increase in

development financing.

Gender equality was also a key priority. A Working

Group on the Empowerment of Women was

established, reflecting India's Women’s Reservation Bill

2023, which seeks to increase female representation in

legislative bodies. The Declaration also underscored

the need for substantial financial and technological

support from the Global North to support climate

justice and equity.

The G20 presidency also saw India successfully

complete the Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

Repository. This repository, featuring over 50 DPIs

from 16 countries, will help the Global South build,

adopt, and scale DPI to unlock the power of inclusive

growth. [Mint] [The Indian Express] [Berliner Zeitung,

in German] [Vanguard]

Pakistan’s prime minister stresses USD 17

billion Indus River restoration need

(lm) Pakistan’s Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-

Haq Kakar announced that his country requires an

estimated USD 11-17 billion over the next 15 years to

fund the ecological restoration of the Indus River

during a gathering at the United Nations climate

conference in Dubai. [Arab News]

The Indus River has played a crucial role in Pakistan's

history, sustaining agriculture, ensuring food security,

providing water resources, and supporting economic

growth through industries such as hydroelectric

power. However, it faces challenges such as water

scarcity, pollution, and habitat degradation.

Pakistan first country in South Asia to

implement ‘gender bond’

(fd) The non-profit organization Kashf Foundation

announced that it launched a woman only “gender

bond”. It aims at collecting USD 8.7 million in micro

loan disbursements aiding women that had been

affected by the 2022 flooding.

In collaboration with InfraZamin Pakistan funded by

InfraCo Asia Investments and Karandaaz Pakistan, the

gender bond is the first of its kind in South Asia with

the goal of issuing loans for 30,000 women. The

initiative is set to provide support for small women-led

businesses and to contribute to the restoration of
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homes after the floods. Moreover, by reducing the

gender gap, the loans benefit the women’s entire

families. [Arab News] [Trade Chronicle]

Pakistan joins Hong Kong ship recycling

Convention

(xc) Pakistan has become a Party to the Hong Kong

International Convention for the Safe and

Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 (Hong

Kong Convention, HKC). The HKC, which aims to ensure

safe and environmentally sound ship recycling, will

enter into force on June 26, 2025. The convention

places responsibilities and obligations on various

parties involved in ship recycling, including

shipowners, shipyards, and recycling facilities. With

Pakistan's accession, all major ship recycling states are

now parties to the HKC. [SWZ Maritime]

Sri Lanka reaches deal for debt

treatments with OCC, Paris Club creditors

(lf) Sri Lanka, along with its Official Creditor Committee

(OCC) co-chaired by India, Japan, and France as the

Paris Club Chair, reached a significant agreement on

debt restructuring, according to a statement from the

Paris Club Secretariat on November 29. [Daily Mirror 1]

[Reuters]

The OCC and Sri Lanka have aligned the main

parameters of the debt treatment with those of the

Extended Fund Facility (EFF) arrangement between Sri

Lanka and the International Monetary Fund (IMF),

which was formalised in March. This agreement

enables the IMF staff to present the first review of Sri

Lanka's EFF arrangement to the IMF Executive Board,

paving the way for the long-anticipated release of the

second disbursement of funds under the arrangement,

valued at USD 330 million.

The OCC expressed readiness to formalise the

agreement in the coming weeks through a

Memorandum of Understanding with the Sri Lankan

authorities. Additionally, it anticipates other bilateral

creditors consenting to transparently share necessary

information for evaluating comparability of treatment

regarding their own agreements. In October, the Sri

Lankan government announced an agreement with the

EXIM Bank of China on key terms for restructuring a

USD 4.2 billion debt [see AiR No. 42, October/2023, 3].
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The agreement covers approximately USD 5.9 billion of

outstanding public debt, the involving a mix of long-

term maturity extension and reduction in interest

rates. The Sri Lankan government lauded the support

and cooperation of OCC members and their

understanding for the difficult economic conditions the

country has faced. The detailed terms will be

formalised in a Memorandum of Understanding

between Sri Lanka and the OCC, implemented through

bilateral agreements with OCC members.

The restructuring plan involves extending loan tenures

and reducing interest rates. Each creditor country will

implement the agreed terms through their respective

legal processes. This breakthrough in debt

restructuring is seen as instrumental for Sri Lanka's

economic stability, with the IMF emphasising the need

for further tax reform to ensure long-term financial

health despite signs of economic recovery.

The agreement, if implemented properly, will be a

positive step forward for the Wickremesinghe

government to bolster its record on the economy

before the 2024 elections. Whilst smaller creditors still

remain to be satisfied, especially in China, this

important deal covering financial responsibilities for

India, Japan and France will relieve Ministry of Finance

staff before the new year. [Daily Mirror 2] [Bloomberg]

[Investing News]

Sri Lankan High Commissioner in Kenya

holds talks with Commonwealth

Secretary-General

(lf) Sri Lanka's High Commissioner to Kenya, Kana

Kananathan, had a meeting with Commonwealth

Secretary-General Patricia Scotland over lunch during

her visit to Nairobi, coinciding with Kenya's ‘Innovation

Week – Commonwealth edition’, on November 28. The

event, which Kenya invited innovators, investors,

government officials, and foreign participants to

explore "Kenya's innovative spirit," aimed to attract

investment in the country's innovative ecosystem.

Following this engagement, Baroness Scotland

proceeded to attend COP28 in Dubai. High

Commissioner Kananathan and Baroness Scotland

were joined by others including Zambia's ICT Minister

Felix Mutati, Permanent Secretary ICT Ministry of

Rwanda Yves Iradukundu, and British officials.

The discussions not only explored the innovative

strides achieved during the event but also extended to

upcoming events like COP28 and the Non-Aligned

Movement (NAM) conference, emphasising the
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commitment to fostering international partnerships

and dialogue. Sri Lanka has been a member of the

Commonwealth since 1948, and their participation in

the organisation has aimed to cultivate meaningful

collaborations with the 56 other member states for

mutual benefit and progress. [Daily Mirror] [Sunday

Times]

Cambodia-UNDP: Inspection training

courses to be launched with UNDP

(pm/dql) On November 29, the Cambodian Ministry of

Inspection and the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) aimed at enhancing governance

and inspection skills in the Southeast Asian country.

The focus of the MoU is on jointly establishing a

comprehensive course to enhance the professional

capacity of officials. This course will not only provide

technical assistance but also offer training in drafting

new laws pertaining to inspection protocols and rules.

The Inspection Ministry was inaugurated under the

administration of Prime Minister Hun Manet that took

office in August [see AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5]. It is

part of the government’s broader initiative to

modernize state institutions and elevate governance

standards under the Pentagon Strategy Phase I.

The Pentagon Strategy encompasses five key sectors,

including economic growth, job creation, equity,

efficiency, and sustainability. It serves as a strategic

roadmap for the government's aspirations to achieve

high-middle-income status by 2030 and attain high-

income status by 2050. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, UNGA: UNGA’s Fifth

Committee funded Khmer Rouge (KR)

Tribunal

(pm) The United Nations General Assembly’s Fifth

Committee – one of six main committees at the United

Nations General Assembly, that deals with internal

United Nations administrative and budgetary matters –

has expressed support for allocating funding

exceeding USD 2 million to sustain the operations of

the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia

(ECCC), commonly known as the Khmer Rouge (KR)

Tribunal, in 2024.
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The Committee endorsed the budget of the ECCC due

to its significant substantive advancements; however,

the tribunal is encountering financial constraints.

Despite ongoing fundraising initiatives, voluntary

contributions have dwindled from 65 percent of the

approved 2015 budget to 31 percent in 2023. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia to cooperate with FAO on

fighting illegal, unreported, and

unregulated (IUU) fishing

(dql) Cambodia’s Fisheries Administration (FiA) and the

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) are collaborating to bolster the country’s efforts

against illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU)

fishing.

A comprehensive training program will be

implemented, targeting stakeholders in Cambodia's

fisheries sector, including FiA officials, cantonments,

and the Provincial Department of Agriculture, Forestry,

and Fisheries.

This initiative aims to equip participants with the

necessary knowledge and skills to effectively

implement the Agreement on Port State Measures

(PSMA), a binding international treaty dedicated to

preventing and eliminating IUU fishing.

Cambodia, currently placed on the European Union

(EU) red card list, faces restrictions on seafood exports

to the EU due to insufficient measures against IUU

fishing. [Khmer Times]

Meanwhile, the European Union (EU) Ambassador to

Cambodia, Igor Driesmans, announced a new round of

financial support for the government's fisheries sector

reform efforts. This announcement was made during a

courtesy call to Dith Tina, Minister of Agriculture,

Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF).

The EU is set to provide approximately USD 7 million in

grants to the Ministry of Economic and Finance (MEF)

to bolster critical aspects of fisheries reform, including

monitoring, control, and surveillance; flooded forest

protection; marine fisheries conservation; transfer of

grants to community fisheries; research; and food

safety.

Cambodia’s economy and food security are

significantly influenced by the fishing industry. The

sector accounts for 7-8 percent of the country’s GDP. In
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2021 fish consumption stood at 52.4 kg/capita.  and

the sector contributing. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia re-elected as member of

International Maritime Organization

Council

(yr/dql) Indonesia secured its re-election to the

International Maritime Organization (IMO) Council for

the 2024-2025 term during the 33rd Session of the IMO

Assembly in London on December 1, 2023.

Out of 175 IMO member countries, Indonesia received

the support of 135 votes in the election for Category C

members.

The IMO Council is divided into three categories: A, B,

and C. Category A represents countries with the largest

interest in shipping services, with elected members

including Greece, Italy, Japan, China, Panama, Norway,

South Korea, the United Kingdom, the United States,

and Liberia.

Category B includes India, the United Arab Emirates,

Brazil, Spain, Australia, Canada, France, the

Netherlands, Germany, and Sweden, representing

countries with significant interest in international

seaborne trade.

Indonesia, re-elected as a Category C member, is

joined by Singapore, Malta, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,

Egypt, Mexico, the Philippines, Chile, Malaysia, the

Bahamas, Cyprus, Morocco, Denmark, Qatar,

Bangladesh, Kenya, Peru, Finland, and Jamaica.

Category C comprises countries with special interests

in maritime transport and navigation, representing

major geographical areas worldwide.

Apart from that, Indonesia, through the Indonesian

Financial Audit Agency (BPK), was also re-elected as the

IMO External Auditor for the 2024-2027 period.

[Tempo.Co]

Laos: Government launches 10th report

on CEDAW

(wn/dql) The Lao government has officially launched

the 10th Periodic Report as part of its commitment to

implementing the Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
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The report acknowledges the positive impacts and

progress resulting from the government’s law reforms

and policies aimed at advancing women’s rights. These

reforms have successfully integrated CEDAW principles

into various policy frameworks, including the 9th

National Socio-Economic Development Plan and the

RMNCAH Strategy. Additionally, CEDAW principles are

embedded in targeted laws and policies, such as the

National Plan of Action on Gender Equality.

The report comprehensively tracks Lao PDR’s

advancements in affording rights to women and girls,

addressing discriminatory stereotypes and gender

roles, combating gender-based violence and human

trafficking, and promoting women's active participation

in political and public life. Furthermore, it ensures

equal access to education, healthcare, employment,

social and economic benefits, and family life for

women and girls. [Lao News Agency]

Contrasting these findings, a recent report, jointly

prepared with the Lao Movement for Human Rights

and the International Federation for Human Rights

(FIDH) for submission to the United Nations Committee

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

against Women, highlights concerns over “1) the

marginalization of women in the country’s political life;

2) the prosecution and arbitrary detention of women

activists; 3) the trafficking of women in the Golden

Triangle Special Economic Zone; and 4) the

discrimination against women in rural areas and ethnic

communities.” [FIDH]

COP28: Malaysian monarch urges closing

technological, financial gap to ensure that

no country is left behind

(ba) The technological and financial gap between

developed and developing countries needs to be

reduced to ensure that all countries have equitable

access to affordable green energy solutions.

Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin Al-

Mustafa Billah Shah said this when officiating the

Malaysian Pavilion at the UN Climate Change

Conference (COP28) in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

In the opening address, His Majesty also reiterated the

country’s determination to overcome the issue of

global warming by emphasizing the management of

carbon emissions from the energy and industry

sectors. He added that these sectors contribute to the

majority of the country's total carbon emissions.
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His Majesty said, the country is also consistent with the

commitment signed since the 1992 Rio Conference to

maintain at least 50 percent of the country's land area

with forest and tree cover.

In the same event, His Majesty also witnessed the

exchange of documents related to an investment of

USD 8 billion by Masdar UAE in renewable energy in

Malaysia. [Astro Awani]

127 Malaysians, suspected to be victims of

job scams, rescued from Myanmar

(lm) A total of 127 Malaysians suspected of being

victims of job scams have been rescued after being

stranded by fighting in northern Myanmar between the

military and armed ethnic groups. Malaysian Foreign

Minister Zambry Abd Kadir disclosed that this rescue

operation was carried out in cooperation with China

and Myanmar, although specific details were not

provided. [Associated Press] [The Straits Times]

Earlier this month, 266 Thai victims of human

traffickers, several Filipinos and a Singaporean were

also rescued from Laukkaing and taken to China’s

Kunming city, where they boarded chartered flights to

Bangkok. Another group of 41 Thais were also

reportedly repatriated across the land border.

The Philippines allows civilian vessels,

plans more joint sea patrols in South

China Sea

(lb) The Philippines has allowed civilians to sail in the

South China Sea and is planning more joint patrols in

the area amid a dispute with China. [The Japan Times]

National Security Council Assistant Director Jonathan

Malaya mentioned that "many countries" have

expressed interest in patrolling contested waters with

the Philippines. In a similar vein, Defense Secretary

Gilbert Teodoro said Manila is contemplating

involvement from countries like Japan, New Zealand,

the U.K., Canada, and France, following recent

operations conducted with the United States and

Australia. [Nikkei Asia]

Additionally, Manila is coordinating with civilian

organizations planning a "Christmas convoy" with

about 40 ships to deliver goods to soldiers and fishers

in the disputed sea next month, aiming to sail near
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Second Thomas Shoal while avoiding direct entry into

the area. This move comes amid heightened tensions

between Chinese and Philippine vessels in the region,

with Manila protesting alleged harassment by Chinese

ships.

Vietnam details USD 15.5 billion funding

plan to cut coal use

(tt/lm) Vietnam has unveiled a USD 15.5 billion plan

aimed at transitioning away from coal power, a critical

step in achieving its commitment to reach net-zero

carbon emissions by 2050. The plan, known as the

Resource Mobilisation Plan (RMP), was announced by

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh during

the COP28 climate talks in Dubai. It is part of the

European Union-led “Just Energy Transition

Partnership” program, where wealthier nations assist

developing countries in transitioning to clean energy

more rapidly. [Barron's] [Reuters]

Vietnam has the world's third-largest pipeline of new

coal power projects after China and India, as it

continues to rely on fossil fuels to fuel its rapidly

growing economy. Balancing economic development

with environmental sustainability remains a significant

challenge for the nation as it seeks to navigate the

transition to cleaner energy sources.

While the plan signifies Vietnam's commitment to

reducing its reliance on coal and embracing

renewables, environmentalists have raised concerns.

One key issue is Vietnam's intention to continue

operating coal-fired plants until the end of their

operational life, which could potentially undermine the

transition to cleaner energy sources. Critics argue that

this approach may discourage investment in

renewables and send a signal that the country is not

transitioning as quickly or extensively as needed.

Another concern relates to the shrinking space for civil

society in Vietnam. The country has recently witnessed

a crackdown on civil society organizations and activists,

raising questions about the ease of implementing the

RMP. Environmentalists argue that a successful energy

transition requires the input and participation of all

segments of society. [see entry in this edition]

Vietnam urges World Bank to establish

regional office in country
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(tt) During a meeting with World Bank Group President

Ajay Banga in Dubai on December 2, Vietnam’s Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh urged the World Bank to

establish a regional office in his country. [Socialist

Republic of Vietnam]

Banga congratulated Vietnam on its recent economic

achievements and stated that the World Bank will

continue to support and assist Vietnam. He suggested

that Vietnam consider joining global carbon markets,

promising to assist Hanoi in meeting its climate

commitments.

Over the last three years, Vietnam and the World Bank

have been discussing loans of USD 5-7 billion to fund

projects such as renewable energy development, one

million hectares of high-quality, low-emission rice,

climate change, digital transformation, and green

transition.

European Commission applauds

Vietnam's efforts to combat IUU fishing

(tt) On December 1, at the 28th United Nations Climate

Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai, Vietnam’s Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh met with President of the

European Commission (EC) Ursula Von Der Leyen.

[Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Pham expressed his hope that the European Union

(EU) and its member states would increase assistance

for Vietnam in terms of finance, technology, and

human resources to cope with climate change and

accelerate energy transition within the framework of

the Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP), and

suggested that the EU raise its active voice to

encourage other EU members to ratify the EU-Vietnam

Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA) as soon as

possible.

The Prime Minister urged the European Commission to

consider lifting the "yellow card" against Vietnam's

seafood exports as soon as possible, citing Vietnam's

determination and efforts in seriously implementing

the EC's recommendations on sustainable fisheries

development.

Ursula von der Leyen, for her part, stated that Vietnam

is an important partner of the EU and EC, and she

praised the two sides' close collaboration, particularly

in implementing the JETP. She praised the Southeast

Asian country's efforts to implement the EC's

recommendations to combat illegal, unreported, and

unregulated (IUU) fishing.
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Vietnamese Prime Minister meets with

World Economic Forum President Borge

Brende

(tt) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh met

with President of the World Economic Forum (WEF)

Borge Brende on the sidelines of the 28th United

Nations Climate Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai.

[Socialist Republic of Vietnam]

Brende congratulated Vietnam on its positive

economic achievements and noted that a recent

survey ranked Vietnam as one of the world's leading

economies in attracting foreign direct investment. He

also mentioned that the WEF is working with Ho Chi

Minh City on the construction of the 4th Industrial

Revolution Center and discussed potential cooperation

in various areas, including addressing plastic waste

and climate commitments.

United States reiterates call for free, fair

elections in Bangladesh

(kb) The United States has reiterated its call for all

parties in Bangladesh to collaborate in ensuring the

conduct of free and fair elections in a peaceful

manner. Washington emphasized that it would

continue to engage with the government, opposition,

civil society, and other stakeholders in Dhaka. The goal

is to urge them to work together for the benefit of the

Bangladeshi people and ensure that elections are

conducted freely and fairly in a peaceful manner.

[Prothom Alo]

Cambodia-Laos: Boosting people-to-

people and trade relations discussed

(dql) Sonexay Siphandone, Prime Minister of Laos, and

Khuon Sudary, the President of the National Assembly

of Cambodia, have reaffirmed their countries’

commitment to further promoting people-to-people

and trade relations

This commitment was made on December 4 during

Khuon Sudary a courtesy call on Sonexay Siphandone,

as part of high-level delegation’s visit to Laos.

During the meeting, the two sides pledged to work

together to widen the people-to-people ties between
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the two countries and facilitate greater trade volume,

with Sudary highlighting that the trade volume

between the two countries has increased significantly,

from USD 160 million in 2022 to USD 206 million in the

first six months of 2023. [Khmer Times]

China, US resume military communication

(ga) On November 30, the Chinese Ministry of Defense

confirmed that senior defense officials from the US

and China are consulting with one another to resume

high-level military-to-military communication. [Ministry

of Defense, China]

The resumption of communication is an outcome of

the meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping and

US President Joe Biden on November 15 at the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit in San Francisco.

During this summit, the two leaders agreed to revive

military communication, engage in China-US Defense

Policy Coordination Talks, and participate in China-US

Military Maritime Consultative Agreement talks, among

other agreements [see AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

[Ministry of Defense, China]

United States, China agree to collaborate

during the upcoming COP28 summit

(yq) The United States climate envoy John Kerry has

confirmed that the US will collaborate with China on

the ongoing United Nations Climate Change

Conference 28 (COP28) occurring in the United Arab

Emirates from November 30 to December 12.

Kerry and Chinese climate envoy Xie Zhenhua met in

California where the two sides agreed to the revival of

a bilateral climate working group that Beijing had

suspended last year. Co-operation between the US and

China, the world’s two largest emitters of greenhouse

gases, is seen as crucial to reaching a consensus at

COP28's summit. [Reuters]

This follows the Xi-Biden summit in November at which

both agreed to cooperate on a new global renewable

energy target and address methane and plastic

pollution, but differences persist, particularly in

phasing out fossil fuels [see AiR No. 47,

November/2023, 3].

The talks in the UAE, a major oil producer, are a critical

opportunity for governments to accelerate action on

climate change. The burning of which is the main cause
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of climate change. After disagreements over the future

of fossil fuels failed to lead to a phase-down deal at

last year's summit, negotiators turned to new

terminology to find a compromise. [Reuters]

The success of COP28 hinges on achieving a

consensus. The primary focus of the conference will be

to establish new global targets for a green economy

and provide additional financial aid to developing

countries grappling with climate change. The outcome

of the conference will largely be determined by the

positions taken by the United States and China. [The

Interpreter]

In the recent development, critics have been made

claiming that China and the U.S. remains silent on oil,

gas and coal issues during the conferences on

December 1 and 2. [ZDF, in German]

USA to limit China’s role in domestic

electric cars market

(yq) The US on December 1 proposed rules to shift

more production of electric vehicle batteries and

materials to the United States, reducing reliance on

China.

These measures follow the 2022 climate law signed by

Biden provides up to USD 7,500 in tax credits to

American consumers who purchase electric vehicles

made using mostly domestic materials.

The new rule prevents Americans from claiming tax

credits for the purchase of any electric vehicle

containing battery materials produced in China and

other countries deemed a “Foreign Entity of Concern”

(FEOC) including Russia, Iran, and North Korea.

The FEOC would cover any company based in these

countries, including subsidiaries of United States

companies, and other companies located elsewhere

but controlled by 25 percent or more by entities of

these countries.

The FEOC rule takes effect in 2024 for completed

batteries and in 2025 for the key minerals used to

produce those batteries. [New York Times]

The rules aimed to limit Chinese firm’s role in

supplying materials for electric vehicles eligible for

federal tax credits. The Biden administration seeks to

create a U.S. supply chain for electric vehicles, offering

tax credits for domestically made vehicles using mostly

domestic materials. The rules also raise concerns
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about potential impacts on the electric vehicle market

and challenges for automakers in adjusting their

supply chains. [BBC]

US House Foreign Affairs Committee

passes bill to close Hong Kong Economic

and Trade offices

(yq) The U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee of

Congress passed a bill called “The Hong Kong

Economic and Trade Office Certification Act” on

November 29 that would close Hong Kong's

representative offices in Washington, D.C., New York,

and San Francisco on the grounds that the city no

longer has a high degree of autonomy from China. It

will now go to a vote in the full House of

Representatives. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Senator Marco Rubio, one of the Senate’s most vocal

China hawks, tweeted that “Communist China has

assimilated Hong Kong’s autonomy, as such, HKETO

(Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office) should not

enjoy separate diplomatic status in the U.S.” [Twitter]

In response, the Hong Kong government strongly

condemned the passage of the bill criticizing it for

interfering in Hong Kong’s affairs and undermining

trade relations, while reiterating its dedication to

implementing the National Security Law, safeguarding

human rights, and upholding Hong Kong’s transparent

legal system and independent judiciary. [HKSAR

government]

The Hong Kong National Security Law, imposed by

Beijing in June 2020 in the wake of the anti-

government protests in 2019 [see AiR No. 26,

June/2020, 5] has been widely criticized for

undermining Hong Kong’s autonomy by criminalizing

dissent and undermining the principle of “one country,

two systems.”

US Senators push Biden to restrict China

travel over respiratory illness outbreak

(ga) On December 1, five Republican Senators in the US

Congress sent a letter to US President Joe Biden,

urging him to ban travel between the US and China to

counteract the spread of a “mysterious respiratory

illness.” The Senators included Marco Rubio, J.D. Vance,

Rick Scott, Tommy Tuberville, and Mike Braun, all of

whom are outspoken China hawks.
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The Senators accused China of having lied about the

severity of the Covid-19 pandemic at its early stages

and suggested that something similar was happening

with this new outbreak of respiratory illness. They cast

doubt on Chinese and World Health Organization

(WHO) assessments that the outbreaks are being

caused by an increase in known diseases such as

pneumonia.

The Senators also accused the WHO of “slavish

deference to the CCP,” suggesting that it is imprudent

to believe assessments that outbreaks don’t pose

significant threats to other countries. [US Senate]

In response to the Senators’ letter, the Chinese

embassy hit back rejecting the claims as “purely ill-

intentioned fabrications.” China firmly opposes them”.

The WHO has suggested, based on data from Chinese

health authorities, that the increase in respiratory

illness in China has more to do with exposure to

pathogens by children who were not exposed to those

pathogens during Covid-19 restrictions. It does not

recommend any specific precautions for people

traveling to China, and “advises against the application

of any travel or trade restrictions based on the current

information available on this event.” [World Health

Organization]

The number of approved flights between the US and

China have been slowly increasing, reaching 35 per

week on November 9. [Reuters]

China accuses U.S. warship of "illegal"

entry into the disputed waters

(yq) China’s Southern Theater Command announced

on December 4 that the USS Gabrielle Giffords, a

littoral combat ship, had illegally entered the waters

adjacent to Ren’ai Reef in Nansha without the approval

of the Chinese government. As a result, the People’s

Liberation Army Southern Theater Command deployed

maritime forces to follow and monitor the entire

process.

China criticized the US for violating international law,

infringing on its sovereignty, undermining regional

stability, and claiming that only China has indisputable

sovereignty over the islands in the South China Sea

and the adjacent waters. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

In response, the US Navy rejected China’s accusation,

stating that they were conducting routine operations in
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international waters in the South China Sea, consistent

with international law. [NBC News]

This tension follows last week’s dispute over a U.S.

guided-missile destroyer sailing in South China Sea

waters near the Xisha Islands [see Air, No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

China’s condolences over Kissinger's

death

(yq) Renowned U.S. diplomat and former Secretary of

State, Henry Kissinger, passed away on November 29

at the age of 100.

Chinese President Xi Jinping extended his condolences

to U.S. President Joe Biden on the same day. In a

subsequent press conference on November 30, the

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs lauded Kissinger as

a friend to the Chinese people and a trailblazer in

fostering China-U.S. relations. Emphasizing Kissinger's

pivotal role in normalizing relations between the two

nations, the ministry highlighted his more than 100

visits to China. [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of

China 1, in Chinese] [Foreign Ministry, People’s

Republic of China 2, in Chinese]

Having served as Secretary of State and National

Security Advisor during the Nixon and Ford

administrations, Kissinger made a landmark inaugural

visit to Beijing in 1971, a crucial milestone that paved

the way for the establishment of diplomatic ties

between the United States and China.

Throughout his career, Kissinger made more than 100

trips to China. His last meeting with President Xi

occurred during a surprise visit to Beijing in July [see

AiR No.30, July/2023.4].

The passing of Henry Kissinger elicited expressions of

sorrow from Chinese state media and netizens alike.

On Weibo, a major Chinese social media platform,

China News, the second-largest state news agency,

shared a tweet with the hashtag

#KissingerPassesAway, garnering 11.5k reposts and

7.1k comments extending condolences. [Weibo, in

Chinese]

Meta removes China-based

misinformation networks on Facebook
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(ga) On November 30, Facebook parent company Meta

released its third quarter Adversarial Threat Report,

which addresses attempts to influence people en

masse by networks of fake accounts on Meta’s social

media platforms. The report details some of the

biggest influence operations which were detected on

its platform in the reporting period, the most

significant of which it lists as coming from China,

Russia, and Iran.

According to the report, Meta removed 13 false

accounts and seven groups based in China which were

focused on influencing political opinions in Tibet and

India, in addition to 4,800 Facebook accounts based in

China that were focused on impersonating Americans

to shape political debates ahead of the 2024 US

election.

Commenting on the report, the leader of the threat

intelligence project at Meta said that foreign actors are

looking to amplify talking points from debates in

countries such as the US which are having elections

rather than creating as much misinformation.

Meta lists China as now being the third largest source

of “coordinated inauthentic behavior” (CIB) on its

platforms, although it has also been the source of the

greatest number of CIB networks. Meta has removed

five Chinese CIB networks in 2023, whereas from 2017-

2020 it only removed two, highlighting a dramatic shift

in Chinese information influence efforts.

Meta did not specify the institutional origin of the

Chinese networks which it detected, or whether they

were likely to be linked to the Chinese government.

[Meta] [Barron’s]

Responding to the report, the Chinese Embassy to the

US said that “Some people and institutions have

launched one ‘rumor campaign’ after another against

China on social media platforms and spread a

tremendous amount of disinformation about China.”

[CNN]

China to review countervailing duties on

Australian wine imports

(yq) China announced on November 30 its decision to

review anti-dumping and countervailing duties on

Australian wine imports, marking an important step in

efforts to strengthen bilateral ties between the two

countries. The decision to lift the tariffs on Australian

wines is a boost for the country’s wine industry, which
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has been hit hard by China’s imposition of a 218

percent duty earlier this year.

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM)

revealed that the review will begin immediately after

China and Australia have reached a consensus on

resolving a World Trade Organization dispute over

wine. The anti-dumping duties, set to expire in 2026,

will be subject to an objective, fair, and open

assessment to safeguard the rights of all stakeholders,

the ministry said. [Ministry of Commerce of the

People’s Republic of China, in Chinese] [Reuters]

The move is in line with the diplomatic efforts of

Australian Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese, who

visited China on November 4 to try and improve

relations with the country's key trading partner [see

AiR No. 45, November/2023,1].

Chinese official warns Australia against

unannounced patrols in SCS

(ga) On November 28, the head of the international

department of the Chinese Communist Party, Liu

Jianchao, urged Australia to notify China of its naval

actions in the East and South China Seas. Liu, speaking

at an event at the University of Technology, Sydney,

was referencing a series of recent interactions

between the Chinese Navy and an Australian Navy

ship, the HMAS Toowoomba.

The Toowoomba has carried out a number of exercises

with partner navies in the East and South China Seas in

the past few weeks and had a run-in with a Chinese

ship which deployed a sonar array in the water close to

the Toowoomba, causing divers repairing the

Toowoomba mild injuries [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

Liu said that the Chinese ship caused no harm to any

Australian crew of the Toowoomba, criticizing the

presence of the Toowoomba in areas which China

claims in the East and South China Seas as being

efforts to “contain China.”

In spite of these tensions, efforts have been underway

to improve the Sino-Australian relationship, with

Australian Prime Minister Anthony visiting China in

early November [see AiR No. 45, November/2023, 1].

Liu’s visit is expected to pave the way for a visit by

Chinese President Xi Jinping to Australia in 2024. [AP]

[Reuters]
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China, India complete 28th round of

diplomatic talks on Himalayan border

dispute

(mz/lm) China and India have completed their 28th

round of diplomatic talks on border issues, with both

sides expressing a desire to "turn the page" on their

border tensions. The Chinese delegation to the talks

was led by Hong Liang, director general for boundary

and oceanic affairs at China’s foreign ministry, while

Gourangalal Das, joint secretary for East Asia at the

Indian foreign ministry, led the team from New Delhi.

[South China Morning Post]

The two sides agreed to improve the mechanism for

negotiation and consultation, and to hold the 21st

round of commander-level talks “at an early date”. The

last round of the military-level talks took place in

October on the Indian side of the Chushul-Moldo

border meeting point in eastern Ladakh. While the

meeting emphasized the need to maintain peace and

tranquility along the border, it did not yield a specific

timeline for resolving the dispute [see AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3].

China, Pakistan conduct fourth round of

maritime dialogue

(xc) Pakistan and China conducted the fourth round of

their maritime dialogue in Islamabad, to assess and

enhance their bilateral maritime cooperation. The

dialogue covered a wide range of topics, including

naval exchanges, regional collaboration, development

of maritime infrastructure, fisheries cooperation,

advancements in science and technology, search and

rescue missions, maritime disaster management, and

strategies to combat maritime pollution. [The Express

Tribune]

The dialogue was co-chaired by Director General

(China) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan,

Mohammad Aamir Khan, and Deputy Director General

of the Department of Boundary and Ocean Affairs of

the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Wang Jinfeng.

The next round of Maritime Dialogue is scheduled to

be held in China next year, highlighting the

commitment to ongoing cooperation in maritime

affairs between the two countries.
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Xi reiterates China’s support for

establishing Palestinian state

(yq) On 29 November, the United Nations

commemorated the International Day of Solidarity with

the Palestinian People. Chinese President Xi Jinping

sent congratulations to the General Assembly.

Xi Jinping emphasized the urgency of addressing the

Palestinian-Israeli conflict, calling for the UN Security

Council’s intervention to achieve a ceasefire, protect

civilians, and prevent humanitarian crises.

Xi reiterated China’s firm support for an independent

Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital,

based on 1967 borders, which represent the

demarcation line set out in the 1949 Armistice

Agreements between Israel and its neighbors.

Palestine has always demanded statehood based on

the 1967 borders and the withdrawal of Israeli troops

from there.

He added that China advocates increased international

assistance for Palestinian economic needs and

commits to promoting peace through dialogue. He also

affirmed that China as a permanent member of the UN

Security Council aims to build consensus for a two-

state solution, fostering comprehensive, just, and

lasting peace in the region. [Foreign Ministry, People’s

Republic of China, in Chinese]

This follows Xi’s speech on November 21 at the BRICS

leader’s video summit urging an immediate ceasefire,

humanitarian aid, and prevention of conflict escalation

in the Palestine-Israel conflict [see, AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

Taiwan reports more Chinese military

activity as election nears

(yq) On November 30 Taiwan’s defense ministry

reported the detection of Chinese J-10 and J-16

fighters, along with ship-borne helicopters, operating

off central Taiwan and to the southwest. Eleven of

these aircraft crossed the Taiwan Strait's median line,

conducting "joint combat readiness patrols" with

Chinese warship.[Reuters]

Malaysian, Chinese foreign ministers

meet
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(ga) On November 29, Malaysian Foreign Minister

Zambry Abd Kadir met with Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi in New York on the sidelines of United Nations

plenary meetings being held. [UN]

Wang commented on the milestones in the China-

Malaysia bilateral relationship, including 2023 marking

the 10th anniversary of the comprehensive strategic

partnership between the two countries and 2024

marking the 50th anniversary of the two countries’

diplomatic relationship. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

Both Zambry and Wang expressed a desire to improve

relations between their countries further. Zambry also

noted that China and Malaysia had just agreed to

mutual visa-free entry for each other’s citizens, and

said that he expects that more tourists will visit

Malaysia from China as a result.

On November 26, Malaysia reciprocated a move by

China to open visa-free travel for its citizens,

announcing that Chinese citizens would be able to visit

Malaysia for 30 days without a visa from December 1

until December 31, 2024 [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4]. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

[Reuters 1]

According to Chinese sources, Zambry also expressed

support for China’s move to call a meeting of the

United Nations Security Council to maintain the

ceasefire in the conflict between Israel and Hamas.

During their meeting, Wang affirmed that China wants

to “elevate its comprehensive strategic partnership

with Malaysia to higher levels”. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China] [Xinhua]

China is the fourth largest source of tourists to

Malaysia, and the recent visa-exemption measure

should help to return the number of tourists to

Malaysia from China to pre-pandemic levels. Malaysia

is hoping to reach five million Chinese tourists visiting

per year some time in the next several years. Malaysia

is hoping that increased tourism from China will also

fuel Chinese investment in Malaysia. [Reuters 1]

[Reuters 2]

Meanwhile, on December 1, the Malaysian

ambassador to China, Norman Muhamad, invited

Chinese President Xi Jinping to visit Malaysia. No

specific or expected time frame has been given for a

visit to Malaysia by Xi. [Reuters 2]
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Chinese FM visits Vietnam, meets with

Vietnamese FM, Deputy PM

(ga) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Hanoi on

December 1, where he met with Vietnamese Foreign

Minister Bui Thanh Son and Vietnamese Deputy Prime

Minister Tran Luu Quang. Wang met with Quang for

the 15th meeting of the Steering Committee for

Bilateral Cooperation.

During this meeting, Wang noted that 2023 marks the

15th anniversary of Sino-Vietnamese relations

becoming a comprehensive strategic cooperative

partnership. He suggested that China and Vietnam

cooperate on strategic communication, national

security issues, and economic supply chains.

Quang suggested that Vietnam and China expand their

exchange of high-level visitors between the two

countries to further strengthen their relationship, as

well as improving cooperation in trade, agriculture,

technology, and tourism. Quang agreed with Wang

that the two countries should continue to develop a

Code of Conduct for the South China Sea to maintain

stability at sea.

Wang and Son, in their separate meeting, discussed

maintaining peace at sea between the two countries.

Wang highlighted the close relationship between China

and Vietnam at both official and public levels, as well

as the two countries’ shared communist ideological

values.

Wang said that China and Vietnam should work

together to cooperate in the South China Sea, continue

the development of a Code of Conduct for the South

China Sea, and “prevent the involvement of external

forces,” a veiled reference to US and Australian

freedom of navigation operations in the region.

China and Vietnam hold overlapping claims in the

South China Sea, which occasionally leads to

diplomatic disputes and confrontations between naval

forces. [State Council, China] [State Council, China]

[Xinhua]

According to Chinese sources, Son expressed a desire

to continue to promote strong relations between

Vietnam and China as well as a desire to support

China’s development and security initiatives globally.

[Xinhua]

China and Vietnam are reportedly also considering the

development of rail lines linking Vietnam’s deposits of

rare earths minerals to Chinese refiners. In November,

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh called for
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improvements to be made to a railway linking Kunming

to Haiphong, demonstrating strong official support for

improving rail links.

It is unclear whether the financing for a rail link

improvement project would come under the umbrella

of the Belt and Road Initiative. China has been

Vietnam’s largest trading partner and largest investor

in 2023, making the further development of transport

infrastructure appealing. [Reuters]

This trip marks Wang’s first trip to Vietnam since 2017.

US President Joe Biden visited Vietnam in September in

an effort to further develop ties with the country which

has been distancing itself from Beijing recently.

[Reuters] [SCMP]

Wang’s trip to Vietnam is expected to be a prelude to a

visit by Chinese President Xi Jinping later in December.

Philippine Coast Guard vessels deployed

amid increased presence of Chinese

vessels near disputed reef

(yq) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has deployed

two vessels in the South China Sea in response to a

significant increase in the number of Chinese maritime

militia vessels near the Whitsun Reef.

The number of Chinese boats, suspected to be

manned by militia personnel, has risen to over 135

from 111 in November, according to the PCG. [Reuters]

This move by the Philippines comes in the wake of

recent joint air and sea patrols with the United States

and Australia in the South China Sea, escalating

tensions with Beijing.

The Philippines aims to counter what it perceives as

China’s “aggressive activities” in the region, while

China, in turn, accuses the Philippines of involving

“foreign forces” [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4].

Belarus President Lukashenko visits China

for the second time this year

(yq) On December 4, Chinese President Xi Jinping met

in Beijing with Belarus President Lukashenko, a close

ally of Russian President Putin. This is the second time

this year that Lukashenko has visited China, following
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his official first visit in China on March 1 [see AiR No.10,

March/2023,1].

During their meeting, Xi and Lukashenko reaffirmed

their commitment to a strong strategic partnership,

emphasizing strengthened political trust and

international cooperation. Xi highlighted support for

Belarus’s development path, while Lukashenko praised

China’s achievements.

Both leaders pledged to deepen strategic cooperation,

with Xi promoting the Belt and Road Initiative and

encouraging Belarus to participate. They also agreed to

strengthen cooperation in multilateral mechanisms

such as the United Nations and Shanghai Cooperation

Organization.

They also discussed projects like the China-Belarus

Industrial Park and agreed on measures to boost

economic, trade, and cultural exchanges.

In the international arean, the leaders expressed

willingness to strengthen global governance

cooperation. The meeting touched on the Ukrainian

crisis. [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China , in

Chinese]

Lukashenko’s visit to China is seen as a response to

Western sanctions over its support for Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine and political repression. [Reuters]

Indian official plotted to assassinate Sikh

separatist leader in New York, United

States prosecutors say

(lm) An Indian government official directed a plot to

assassinate a prominent Sikh separatist leader,

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, who resides in New York

City, United States prosecutors said on November 30

as they announced murder-for-hire and conspiracy

charges against a man they said was part of the

thwarted asssasination. The accused, Nikhil Gupta, has

been charged with murder for hire and conspiracy to

commit murder for hire, with potential penalties of up

to 20 years in prison. [Associated Press]

While the Indian government official responsible for

the plot was not charged or identified by name, they

were described as a "senior field officer" with

responsibilities in security management and

intelligence, previously serving in India's Central

Reserve Police Force (CC-1), a leading Indian

government paramilitary force. The indictment alleges

that CC-1 directed the murder plan from India and
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recruited Gupta around May this year to coordinate it.

[Al Jazeera]

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)

intervened and set up a sting operation after learning

of the plot to kill Pannun, who advocated for the

creation of a sovereign Sikh state and is considered a

terrorist by the Indian government.

This incident follows a similar accusation of Indian

government complicity in an attempt to assassinate

Sikh separatist figures living in North America in

September. Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

had raised credible allegations of Indian government

links to the assassination of Sikh activist Hardeep Singh

Nijjar in Canada. India rejected the accusation as

absurd, resulting in diplomatic expulsions between the

two countries.

In light of this, New Delhi has responded to the US

indictment with a pledge to investigate “all the relevant

aspects of the matter.” It also said it would take

necessary action on the findings of a panel set up on

November 18. [South China Morning Post]

Indonesia and Australia to advance EV

collaboration

(jb) The Indonesian and Australian governments have

solidified their commitment to advancing electric

vehicle (EV) collaboration through the signing of a

memorandum of understanding (MoU). The agreement

was inked by Indonesian ad interim Coordinating

Minister for Maritime Affairs and Investment, Erick

Thohir, and Australian Minister for Industry and

Science, Ed Husic, in Jakarta.

Both nations, boasting strong geopolitical ties and

abundant mineral resources, aim to emerge as pivotal

players in the global EV supply chain. The MoU stems

from a joint commitment declared by the Indonesian

President and the Australian Prime Minister at the

recent Indonesia-Australia Annual Leaders' Meeting.

Indonesia has been actively developing its nickel

downstream industry, with three operational factories

producing mixed hydroxide precipitate, a fundamental

material for battery precursors. [Vietnam Plus]

Indonesia, US to collaborate on education
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(jb) In a groundbreaking initiative, the United States

Agency for International Development (USAID) and

Arizona State University (ASU) hosted the 2023 STEM

Conference (STEMCON) in Indonesia. The conference

brought together influential figures from policymaking,

academia, and industry, to discuss the future of

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

(STEM) education in the country.

Under the theme "Developing the STEM Workforce

through U.S. and Indonesia Public-Private

Partnerships," STEMCON aimed to accelerate

collaboration between American and Indonesian

universities and companies. Jeff Cohen, USAID

Indonesia Mission Director, highlighted the historical

support for higher education partnerships in

Indonesia, emphasizing the need for collaborative

efforts to address global challenges.

Speakers from both nations underscored the

importance of scaled and innovative partnerships to

bridge talent gaps in STEM recruiting. The Quality

Assurance Coordinator of the Ministry of Education,

Culture, Research, and Technology, Kevin Marbun,

expressed gratitude for the commitment of USAID,

ASU, and the USAID HEPI project in fostering

collaboration and innovation in the STEM landscape

[US Embassy in Indonesia]

Indonesia raises Hajj quota for 2024

(jb) Indonesia's government has officially increased the

Hajj quota for 2024 to 241,000 pilgrims, a substantial

rise of 20,000 from the previous year. The decision was

reached during a meeting between the Ministry of

Religious Affairs and the Hajj Management Agency at

the House of Representatives. Abdul Wachid, head of

the Commission VIII working committee, stated that

the quota comprises 221,720 regular Hajj pilgrims and

19,280 special Hajj pilgrims. The meeting also finalized

the Hajj Fund and Special Hajj Fund, with a set amount

of Rp56,046,172 to be paid by potential pilgrims. This

increase aims to provide more opportunities for

Indonesian pilgrims planning the sacred journey.

[Tempo.co]

Indonesia calls for two-state solution for

Gaza and urges international

collaboration
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(jb) Indonesia’s Foreign Minister, Retno Marsudi, has

reiterated the country’s call for a two-state solution in

Israel/Palestine, in accordance with internationally

agreed parameters. Speaking during a meeting with

Commission I of the Indonesian House of

Representatives, Marsudi emphasized the need for a

peace process based on United Nations Security

Council and General Assembly resolutions.

The minister highlighted that while short-term issues

like humanitarian aid and ceasefire are being

addressed, the root cause of the conflict requires a

long-term solution. Marsudi stressed that achieving a

two-state solution is essential to addressing the

persistent challenges in Gaza.

Indonesia is actively encouraging the international

community to promptly address the humanitarian

crisis in Gaza. Marsudi noted that humanitarian aid is a

short-term priority to save lives and address

immediate concerns such as treating the injured and

caring for prematurely born babies.

During a joint working meeting with Commission I of

the Indonesian House of Representatives, Minister

Marsudi presented four key topics, including the

current situation in Gaza, protection for Indonesian

citizens, Indonesia's humanitarian efforts, and the

nation's political and diplomatic support for resolving

the conflict [Antara News]

China’s influence on Indonesian media

sparks concerns of intimidation and

silencing

(jb) Concerns have emerged regarding Beijing's impact

on local Indonesian news coverage a year after

Freedom House's report asserting China's increasing

influence over Indonesian media. Analysts suggest that

China aims to shape narratives on Uygur treatment in

Xinjiang and Indonesia's Belt and Road projects. Beijing

allegedly seeks to downplay Xinjiang's human rights

concerns, labeling them as Western propaganda, and

highlight the benefits of the Jakarta-Bandung high-

speed train, a flagship Belt and Road project.

Zulfikar Rahmat, Director of China-Indonesia Studies at

Celios, notes ongoing efforts by China to promote

positive narratives. Journalists are reportedly facing

intimidation, with several media outlets covering

problematic Belt and Road projects experiencing

threats. Notably, KompasTV was sued for highlighting

the debt of the Jakarta-Bandung high-speed rail joint

venture. The YouTuber associated with the project filed
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a copyright claim, demanding compensation. Such

incidents raise concerns about potential self-

censorship and the stifling of critical voices.

Sasmito, head of the Alliance of Independent

Journalists in Indonesia, condemns threats and calls

for increased journalistic scrutiny. While some

journalists resist Chinese narratives, subsidized trips

and legal actions create a challenging environment

[South China Morning Post]

Indonesia plans to export skilled domestic

workers to Kuwait

(jb) Karim Tariq, President of the Kuwaiti Union of

Owners of Domestic Workers Recruitment Offices, has

confirmed Indonesia's intention to export skilled

domestic workers to Kuwait. This comes after the

successful completion or renewal of a joint

memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the

two nations, marking a pivotal step in the resumption

of labor recruitment.

During the Kuwaiti Union's official visit to Indonesia, an

exclusive statement to Al-Anbaa revealed their

discussions on the renewal of the MOU. The visit

included a comprehensive review of private education

centers dedicated to training domestic workers,

ensuring their preparedness for roles in Kuwait [Arab

Times]

Rohingya refugees land in Indonesia, amid

local rejection

(yr) On December 2, an additional group of Rohingya

refugees arrived in Indonesia, totaling 139 individuals

who landed on the beach in Ie Meulee Village, Sabang

City, Aceh.

This event has contributed to the growing number of

refugees in the region. Despite the compassionate

response from local residents who provided food and

drinks, the Head of Le Meulee Village and other

community members expressed their reluctance to

host the refugees in Sabang, urging the UNHCR to

promptly relocate them. [Kompas]

This incident follows a previous arrival on November

21 when 219 refugees landed in Sabang.

In response to these situations, the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs emphasized that, as Indonesia is not a party to
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the 1951 Refugee Convention, the country lacks both

the obligation and the capacity to offer permanent

accommodation to Rohingya refugees [see AiR No. 47,

November/2023, 3].

In a latest development, Coordinating Minister for

Human Development and Culture Muhadjir Effendy

announced that authorities would promptly initiate an

eligibility test for Rohingya refugees to verify their

refugee status. This verification process will serve as a

basis for considering their settlement in Indonesia.

Effendy highlighted that the objective is to prevent

individuals without refugee status from residing in

Indonesia. He emphasized that Indonesia is not

inclined to host Rohingya refugees. Any potential

acceptance for them to stay would be solely on

humanitarian grounds. [Antara]

Indonesia-United Arab Emirates: MoU on

meteorology and geophysics cooperation

signed

(yr) The Indonesian Meteorology, Climatology and

Geophysics Agency (BMKG) and the National Center for

Meteorology (NCM) of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)

have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)

for cooperation in the fields of meteorology and

geophysics.

The MoU was signed in Abu Dhabi on November 29 by

BMKG Head Dwikorita Karnawati and NCM Director

General Abdulla Al Mandous. This includes working

together on early warning systems, weather

modification, improving human resources, and other

business services that are related.

This collaboration is expected to strengthen BMKG's

role in dealing with the risk of fire and tsunami in

Indonesia, which is in the “Ring of Fire” tectonic belt, as

well as social and economic challenges due to diverse

natural conditions. [Indonesian Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, in Indonesian] [Antara]

US Osprey crash in Japan causes outcry

(ic) It was reported in a Ministry of Defense press

conference on November 29 that a US CV-22 Osprey

tilt-rotor transport aircraft crashed in waters off

Yakushima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture.
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The Osprey belonged to the Yokota Air Base, which is

jointly operated by the Japan Air Self-Defense Force

(JASDF) and United States Air Force (USAF), located in

west Tokyo. [Asahi Shinbun] [Ministry of Defense,

Japan 1, in Japanese]

USAF Special Operations Command (SOC) claimed the

following day that the Osprey was on a routine training

mission when it went down. A later phone call with the

Ministry of Defense of Japan confirmed that one of the

eight missing crewmen was killed, and that the Osprey

had been en route to Kadena Air Base, Okinawa. [Stars

and Stripes 1]

While State Minister of Defense Miyazawa Hiroyuki –

who had held the November 29 press conference –

stated at the time that there were no plans to ground

Ospreys operated by the Japan Ground Self-Defense

Force (JGSDF), the JGSDF Ospreys were grounded after

November 30, with Japan calling on the US to also

refrain from flying the aircraft until safety concerns

could be investigated and alleviated. [Breaking

Defense] [Kyodo News 1]

On December 1, the US nevertheless continued to fly

Osprey aircraft, with both Chief Cabinet Secretary

Matsuno Hirokazu and Foreign Minister Kamikawa

Yoko stating they had formally submitted requests to

the US Department of Defense (DoD) to also ground

their Ospreys. The DoD denied having received any

such requests. [Kyodo News 2]

In a press conference, Defense Minister Kihara Minoru

further confirmed that they had requested for the US

to not fly Ospreys apart from those necessary for

search-and-rescue. [Ministry of Defense, Japan 2, in

Japanese]

The US has continued flights of Ospreys in the

following days, although they are primarily for the

purposes of search-and-rescue of the remaining

missing crewmen. [Kyodo News 3] [Stars and Stripes 2]

The remains of the Osprey, and the remains of five

more crew members, were discovered by US and

Japanese dive teams on December 4. Pentagon

spokesperson Sabrina Singh stated that there is an

ongoing combined effort to recover the two remaining

crew members who are still unaccounted for. [Kyodo

News 4] [Reuters]

China arranges Japanese ambassador visit

of suspected spy
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(ic) Japanese Ambassador to China Tarumi Hideo met

with a senior Astellas Pharma Inc. employee who was

formally arrested by Beijing authorities in October on

charges of espionage on November 28.

The employee has been named in media reports as

Nishiyama Hiroshi, and was well-connected in the

Japanese community residing in China.

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that the

consular visit was arranged by the Chinese side. This

visit, while the eighth consular visit being allowed so

far for Nishiyama, is the first time that the ambassador

and not just his staff has been permitted to visit him.

Tarumi will be replaced by Japanese Ambassador to

Indonesia Kanasugi Kenji in December. [Asahi Shinbun]

[Kyodo News]

Although he was formally arrested in October based

on revised counter-espionage laws that took place in

July, the man has been detained by Chinese authorities

since March [see AiR No. 43, October/2023, 4].

Russia withdraws from Japan-hosted 2025

World Expo

(ic) On November 28, a Russian representative stated

at a plenary session of the Bureau of International

Expositions (BIE) – the intergovernmental organization

in charge of overseeing and regulating World Expos –

din Paris that Russia will withdraw from participation in

the 2025 Osaka Kansai World Expo, citing a lack of

communication with the event’s organizers.

The Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition,

also in attendance at the plenary session, noted that

they had not received official notification from Russia

regarding their withdrawal yet. [Asahi Shinbun] [Kyodo

News]

The previous week on November 24, State Minister for

the 2025 Osaka Kansai Expo Jimi Hanako had stated

Russia will not be welcome at the Expo so long as it is

still engaged in its illegal invasion of Ukraine [see AiR

No. 48, November/2023, 4]. 

Laos-Russia: Deputy Prime Minister of

Laos receives Russian delegation

(wn) On November 30, the Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Laos, Saleumxay

Kommasith, received a delegation led by Russian
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Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities and

Chairman of the Russia-Laos Cooperation Committee

Irek Faizullin.

The Russian delegation visited Laos and attended the

17th Laos-Russia Economic-Commercial and Scientific-

Technical Cooperation Committee Meeting in

Vientiane.

The two sides expressed their opinions on enhancing

their traditional cooperation in various areas such as

the economy, trade, investment, finance, energy,

education, and tourism.

They also agreed to support each other in regional and

international arenas. [Lao News Agency]

Laos-Australia: Cooperation on human

rights issues

(wn) In a significant stride towards promoting and

safeguarding human rights, the Australian Human

Rights Commission has signed an agreement with the

Government of Laos and the Australian Department of

Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The Australia-Lao PDR Human Rights Technical

Cooperation Program (HRTCP) will continue with USD

1.6 million in funding from the Department of Foreign

Affairs and Trade for a new four-year phase of

collaborative effort.

The Human Rights Technical Cooperation Programme

(HRTCP) is committed to providing practical assistance

to the Lao government in fulfilling its international

human rights obligations. This includes enhancing the

capacity of the government and civil society in Laos in

terms of international human rights reporting

requirements and implementation strategies.

As the new four-year phase unfolds, this collaborative

effort is expected to continue promoting positive

change and advancing human rights on both regional

and global levels. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia-United Arab Emirates:

Agreement on energy project signed

(dql) Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company, known as

Masdar, has finalized an agreement to advance the

development of up to 10 gigawatts (GW) of clean
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energy projects in Malaysia, building on a preliminary

accord reached earlier this year.

The company announced the signing of an

“implementation roadmap” with the Malaysian

Investment Development Authority (MIDA) to develop

various projects, including solar power plants, wind

farms, and battery energy storage systems.

In October, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

stated that the agreement with Masdar for renewable

projects in the country was valued at USD 8 billion.

The strengthening trade and investment relations

between the UAE and Malaysia align with the Gulf

state's strategy to diversify its economy away from oil

and gas, with both nations currently negotiating a

bilateral free trade agreement.

Established in 2006, Masdar aims to achieve a

renewable energy portfolio capacity of at least 100 GW

and an annual green hydrogen production capacity of

up to 1 million tons by 2030. [Reuters]

Malaysia invites China’s President Xi to

visit, ramps up tourism target

(lm) Malaysia has extended an invitation to Chinese

President Xi Jinping for a visit, aiming to bolster

Chinese tourism to their country with the goal of

attracting 5 million Chinese tourists annually. The two

nations are set to celebrate the 50th anniversary of

their diplomatic relations in 2024, and Malaysia has

recently implemented a 30-day visa-free policy for

Chinese tourists. [The Straits Times]

The invitation to President Xi is also seen as a step to

attract Chinese investments in Malaysia. Malaysia's

economic growth, targeting 4 percent in 2023, is

expected to benefit from this tourism initiative.

New Maldivian President Mohamed

Muizzu visits Turkey in first foreign visit

(lm) The newly inaugurated President of the Maldives,

Mohamed Muizzu, broke with tradition by choosing

Turkey for his first official foreign visit, potentially

signaling a change in regional diplomatic dynamics.

This departure from the norm, where new leaders

typically visit India, suggests a potentially cooler

relationship between Male and New Delhi compared to

the previous administration. His predecessor, Ibrahim
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Mohamed Solih, visited India in 2018, and even

Abdullah Yameen, a pro-China leader and Muizzu's

close associate, made India his first foreign visit. [The

Tribune]

On November 27, President Muizzu held a meeting

with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in

Ankara, although the details of their discussion were

not publicly disclosed. Additionally, discussions were

held between President Muizzu and Turkish

parliamentary officials, emphasizing the desire to

strengthen parliamentary engagement and bilateral

relations between the two nations. [Anadolu Ajansı]

[Raajee]

Mongolian President holds bilateral

meetings on the sidelines COP28

(ap/dql) On the sidelines of the World Climate Action

Summit (WCAS) of the ongoing United Nations Climate

Change Conference – COP 28 in Dubai Mongolian

President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa held bilateral talks with

his counterparts from Hungary and Uzbekistan.

In the meeting with Uzbek President Shavkat

Mirziyoyev on December 1, the presidents reaffirmed

their countries’ commitment to sharing their

development experiences as landlocked developing

countries, and further develop cooperation in key

sectors such as tourism, agriculture, light industry,

transport, and logistics.

In addition, the Presidents agreed to implement joint

projects and programs in the fields of agriculture and

light industry, to establish a Program for the

Development of Trade and Economic Cooperation

between Mongolia and Uzbekistan in the near future,

and to expand cooperation on the regional and

international platforms. [Montsame 1]

Speaking with his Hungarian counterpart Katalin Novák

a day later, the two sides discussed ways to strengthen

bilateral cooperation as well as international issues.

Expressing satisfaction with the maintained frequency

of high-level dialogues between their countries and

active development of relations and cooperation in

numerous sectors of the two countries, the two heads

of state agreed to work together to address challenges

facing the international community, such as climate

change, desertification, and soil degradation.

[Montsame 2]
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Prior to the commencement of COP 28, Khurelsukh

met with President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al

Nahyan of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), in Abu

Dhabi.

Both leaders expressed a shared commitment to

closely collaborate in addressing global challenges,

including climate change, food security, and

desertification.

Multiple Memorandums were signed during the talks,

covering areas such as visa exemption, cooperation on

government development and reforms, e-learning

platforms, and media.

The two parties also reached a consensus on

collaboration across diverse sectors, including the

economy, trade, energy, education, and agriculture.

[Montsame 3]

Mongolia-Russia: Discussion on deepening

bilateral cooperation

(dql) On November 29, Mongolian Prime Minister

Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai met with Russian

Minister of Natural Resources and Ecology Alexander

Alexandrovich Kozlov. Oyun-Erdene emphasized the

swift implementation of specific tasks related to

agreements between Mongolia and Russia reached in

recent bilateral meetings.

These meetings include the October session of the

Intergovernmental Commission on Trade, Economic,

Scientific, and Technical Cooperation and the

encounter between Mongolian President Khurelsukh

Ukhnaa and Russian President Vladimir Putin during

the Third Belt and Road Forum for International

Cooperation [see AiR No. 43, October/2023, 4].

Oyun-Erdene and Kozlov discussed ways to deepen

bilateral cooperation, focusing on improving the

Mongolia-Russia trade balance, expanding and

reforming the Ulaanbaatar Railway, and jointly

implementing the Eg River Hydropower Plant project.

They also addressed the stabilization of the oil and

petroleum products supply and explored opportunities

for enhancing the relationship and exchanging

experiences between the cities of Ulaanbaatar and

Moscow.

Both sides reaffirmed the utmost importance of close

cooperation between Mongolia, Russia, and China in

reforming the Ulaanbaatar Railway and constructing
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natural gas pipelines under the Belt and Road Initiative

and the Mongolia-Russia-China Economic Corridor.

[Montsame]

Myanmar, China: People's Liberation Navy

visits Myanmar amid concerns of

escalating conflict

(jw) Three Chinese naval vessels docked in Yangon on a

goodwill visit amid concerns of heightened combat

near the China-Myanmar border. The Global New Light

of Myanmar newspaper reported that these military

ships would conduct naval exercises with Myanmar.

Overall, China’s military presence in Southeast Asia has

increased this past year, and this goodwill visit is

consistent with China’s other defense engagements

this past month.

Chinese troops conducted joint exercises with the Lao

People’s Armed Forces, and China and Vietnam’s

navies conducted their 35th joint patrol in the Beibu

Gulf since 2005. [Reuters]

Myanmar-Japan: Nippon Foundation

president visits Naypyidaw

(wn) Yohei Sasakawa, Chairman of the Nippon

Foundation and a key figure in brokering a ceasefire

between the Military Council and Rakhine Army (AA) in

Rakhine State, visited Nay Pyi Taw for three days.

During his stay from November 27 to 29, Sasakawa

met with Military Council ministers, including the

leader General Min Aung Hlaing. Notably, the Military

Council did not publicize the news of his visit, except

for his meeting with Border Affairs Minister Lt. Gen.

Tun Tun Naung.

In the meeting between Sasakawa and Minister of

Border Affairs Lt. Gen. Tun Tun Naung, discussions

centered around joint projects in Mon State, Karen

State, Kayah State, and Shan State. Additionally, they

addressed issues related to the completion of school

construction projects in Rakhine State, emphasizing

ongoing cooperation.

While Mr. Sasakawa, who maintains contact with the

Rakhine Army (AA), sought to understand the

perspectives of the military council during his visit,

political analysts suggest that mediating a ceasefire
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this time could be more complex than in previous

instances. [BBC Burmese]

North Korean leader’s sister rejects US

call for return to talks

(ap) Kim Yo Jong, the influential sister of North Korean

leader Kim Jong Un, dismissed a U.S. call for a return to

diplomacy, rejecting any negotiations on its

sovereignty.

During a United Nations Security Council meeting, U.S.

Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-

Greenfield described Pyongyang’s launch of spy

satellites as “unlawful” and a threat to the security of

North Korea’s neighbors.

In response, Kim Yo Jong emphasized the double

standards of the United Nations, asserting that North

Korea's sovereignty will never be subject to

negotiation.

UN Security Council resolutions prohibit North Korea

from launching military ballistic technology and

conducting missile tests. [Reuters]

North Korea closes its embassy in Congo

(ap) On November 29 North Korea closed its embassy

in Democratic Republic of Congo. In the past month

North Korea closed its embassies in Hong Kong, Spain,

Angola, Uganda, Nepal and Bangladesh [see AiR No.

48, November/2023, 4]

The diplomatic mission will take over in Ethiopia. DRC

and North Korea established diplomatic ties in 1964.

According to South Korea’s unification ministry the

closure of embassies is a sign of faltering economy by

global sanctions against North Korea. [Yonhap]

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia reach consensus

on investment modalities for GCC free

trade agreement

(tj) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have reached a

consensus on the investment modalities for a

proposed free trade agreement (FTA) with the Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC), a regional grouping
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comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. This

development comes after Pakistan's Caretaker

Commerce Minister Gohar Ejaz's visit to Riyadh to

finalize the investment-related chapter of the FTA.

[Arab News] [Geo News]

Pakistan and the GCC initially signed a framework

agreement for the FTA in 2004, but negotiations stalled

until they resumed discussions in 2021. The FTA aims

to boost trade and investment between Pakistan and

the GCC countries. If approved, it will be the first trade

and investment agreement that the GCC has entered

into with any country in the past 15 years.

The development comes as Islamabad treads a tricky

path to economic recovery after securing a crucial USD

3 billion bailout deal with the International Monetary

Fund in June. Currently, the South Asian country has

FTA agreements with China, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka,

but it still needs to increase exports to other trade

destinations.

Pakistan, Kuwait sign multi-billion-dollar

investment deals during prime minister’s

visit

(mha) Pakistan signed ten bilateral cooperation and

investment deals with Kuwait during Caretaker Prime

Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar's two-day visit to the

Gulf country, where he met Kuwait’s Crown Prince and

other leaders. The agreements cover various sectors,

including trade, energy, IT, labor, minerals, and

investments.

Pakistan Army Chief General Asim Munir, who is also

accompanying the prime minister, held a separate

meeting with Kuwait’s crown prince.

Prime Minister Kakar's visit to the Middle East aims to

bolster economic ties and attract investment for

Pakistan, and it follows a similar focus during his visit

to the United Arab Emirates, where multiple MoUs

were signed to unlock investments from the UAE into

Pakistan. After concluding his Kuwait visit, Kakar

attended the World Climate Action Summit as part of

the UN climate change conference, COP28, in Dubai.

[Pakistan Today] [Radio Pakistan] [Arab News]

The Philippines, Australia hold first

bilateral maritime cooperative activity

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-tuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-tuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-tut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-tui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vkyttuk-l-tud/


(lb/lm) The Philippines and Australia recently

conducted their first bilateral maritime cooperative

activity. This initiative aimed to enhance maritime

domain awareness and regional security in the

Philippines' Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). It involved

naval vessels, aircraft, and personnel from both

countries. [USNI News]

The maritime cooperative activity delivered on a key

commitment made by leaders when the Australia-

Philippines relationship was elevated to a Strategic

Partnership in September during a visit to Manila by

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese - the first

visit by an Australian leader to the Philippines in two

decades. [AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]

China, Singapore Supreme Court chief

justices strengthen bilateral ties

(lm) The seventh Singapore-China Legal and Judicial

Roundtable took place in Beijing on November 28. Co-

chaired by the chief justices of Singapore’s Supreme

Court and China’s Supreme People’s Court, this year’s

Roundtable aimed to strengthen bilateral ties between

the two judiciaries and expand judicial cooperation.

[Business Lend]

While in Beijing, the chief justice of Singapore’s

Supreme Court also visited various institutions,

including the Beijing Internet Court, the Beijing

Intellectual Property Court, and the National Judges

College, where he delivered a lecture on "Transnational

Commercial Law and the Development of the Modern-

day Lex Mercatoria."

The Supreme Court of Singapore and the SPC have

previously signed multiple Memoranda of

Understanding and a Memorandum of Guidance

between 2017 and 2023. They also launched a

compendium of Singapore–China international

commercial cases in 2020, curated for their relevance

to the Belt and Road Initiative. In early 2023, a Strategic

Roadmap was established to guide future

Roundtables.

South Korea-China: Cargo ship sinks off

coast after drifting for two weeks

(tms) An unmanned Chinese cargo vessel, adrift for

nearly two weeks from Shandong Province, sank off
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South Korea’s southwest coast, according to the

Mokpo Coast Guard of South Korea.

The 200-ton ship, found submerged near Gageo Island,

had no crew on board, prompting an investigation into

potential illegal entry.

The Coast Guard dismissed such suspicions, citing

information from the Chinese owner, who reported the

ship missing on November 17.

The vessel likely lost power and drifted, reaching

Gageo Island through ocean currents. In recent

months, South Korea has experienced instances of

Chinese nationals attempting illegal entry.

The incident follows increased security measures in

response to such activities [see AiR No. 44,

October/2023, 5]. [Yonhap]

South Korea-China: Swift action urged as

urea exports halted

(tms) Rival political parties in South Korea have called

on the government to urgently address China's recent

suspension of urea exports to South Korea, raising

concerns of a potential urea crisis.

While officials suspect China's move is not a formal

export control measure but rather influenced by

domestic supply considerations, both the ruling People

Power Party (PPP) and the main opposition Democratic

Party (DP) emphasize the need for prompt

countermeasures.

The DP criticizes the government for insufficient efforts

to diversify urea supply chains, urging active diplomacy

with China to minimize potential disruptions.

In 2021, a similar urea restriction by China caused

significant logistics disruptions in South Korea. [Korea

Herald]

South Korea-North Korea: Reactivation of

guard post considered amidst military

buildup in DMZ

(tms) In response to North Korea’s recent

redeployment of troops and weapons in the

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4], South Korea is contemplating the
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restoration of a disarmed guard post on the eastern

front, mirroring North Korea’s actions.

The symbolic guard post in Goseong, strategically

important and relatively easy to restore, may resume

normal operations. South Korean military sources

reveal preparations for temporary surveillance posts

and weapons.

Tensions escalated after Pyongyang vowed to reinstate

all military measures halted by the 2018 inter-Korean

deal.

Seoul, closely monitoring North Korea’s activities, has

pledged necessary steps to counter provocations along

the inter-Korean border. [Yonhap]

South Korea-China: National assembly

calls to halt forced repatriation of North

Koreans

(tms) The National Assembly of South Korea passed a

resolution, backed by 253 lawmakers with seven

abstentions, urging China to cease repatriating North

Koreans and recognize them as refugees.

The resolution advocates for allowing North Koreans in

China to relocate to South Korea or other nations.

It also calls on the South Korean government and

international bodies to intensify efforts to prevent

forced repatriations.

The Assembly also approved an extension of the

deployment of the Akh unit in the United Arab

Emirates and the Cheonghae Unit in the Gulf of Aden

until the conclusion of 2024.

Akh unit, launched in 2011, carries out various

missions in the country, including training UAE troops

and protecting Korean nationals in the region in case

of emergencies. Cheonghae is South Korea’s first

overseas anti-piracy unit. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Japan: USD 10 billion

currency swap deal renewed after eight-

year hiatus

(tms) South Korea and Japan have reestablished a USD

10 billion currency swap deal, signaling a thaw in their

relations.
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The Bank of Korea and the Bank of Japan inked the

three-year agreement based on the US dollar, reviving

a mechanism initially initiated in 2001.

The renewed deal comes after the termination of the

previous arrangement in 2015 amid strained bilateral

ties. The currency swap, a crucial tool for financial

stability during liquidity crises, is seen as a positive

step in rebuilding economic cooperation between the

two nations. 

In June this year, Finance Minister Choo Kyung-ho and

his Japanese counterpart, Shunichi Suzuki, agreed in

Tokyo to resume the currency swap deal.

South Korea currently maintains currency swap

arrangements with eight countries, totaling at least

USD 138.2 billion. [Yonhap] [The Japan News]

South Korea-US: Annual talks held on

democracy, human rights

(tms) South Korea and the United States conducted

their annual diplomatic discussions on democracy and

human rights promotion in Seoul.

The third Democratic Governance Consultations

involved Kang Joo-yeon, the director general for

international organizations at Seoul’s foreign ministry,

and Erin Barclay, a senior official at the US

Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights,

and Labor.

The talks centered on global cooperation for human

rights and democracy, referencing initiatives like the

Summit for Democracy.

Both nations expressed commitment to fostering

respect for these values domestically and

internationally.

The discussions emphasized the significance of

interagency consultations in enhancing mutual

understanding and identifying areas for collaborative

efforts.

Barclay's visit to Seoul was part of her two-nation trip,

including Indonesia. [US Department of State]

[Yonhap]

South Korea-Cambodia: Inaugural joint

exercise conducted to strengthen UN
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peacekeeping capacities

(tms) South Korea and Cambodia have conducted their

first joint exercise, focusing on enhancing the

engineering capabilities of Cambodian peacekeepers

under the United Nations' Triangular Partnership

Program.

A team of 10 South Korean military engineers provided

training to 32 Cambodian counterparts near

Cambodian capital Phnom Penh from November 6 to

December 1.

The initiative aims to boost peacekeepers' proficiency

in engineering and other areas through training and

operational support. Japan and Australia participated

as observers.

Following a 2022 bilateral agreement, South Korea has

already delivered military equipment to Cambodia and

plans further assistance, including heavy equipment.

The defense ministry intends to expand joint exercises

to involve other Southeast Asian nations contributing

to UN peacekeeping missions. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Canada: Climate cooperation

MOU signed

(tms) South Korea and Canada have formalized their

commitment to climate cooperation by signing a

memorandum of understanding (MOU) during the UN

Climate Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai.

The MOU, a result of discussions following the May

summit between President Yoon Suk Yeol and

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, outlines

collaborative efforts in sharing climate-related

information and technologies [see AiR No. 21,

May/2023, 4].

The agreement emphasizes exchanges in academia

and research projects, with provisions for an annual

climate change dialogue led by designated climate

envoys. [Korea Herald]

Sri Lankan President Wickremesinghe

meets French counterpart Macron

(lf) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe

participated in bilateral talks with French President
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Emmanuel Macron during the COP28 in Dubai on

November 2. The focus of their conversation centred

on collaborating to facilitate Sri Lanka's transition to a

green economy. [Daily Mirror][Sri Lanka Mirror]

President Wickremesinghe specifically urged President

Macron to enhance France's involvement in the Indian

Ocean region through the Indian Ocean Rim

Association (IORA). Additionally, attention was brought

to the International Climate Change University,

underscoring its significance in addressing global

climate challenges the benefits which the participation

of French scientists and students could bring.

Further topics included people-to-people relations,

tourism cooperation, the education sector, and both

countries' climate change policies and adaptation

efforts.

The discussion, although brief, was a significant

meeting for the Sri Lankan delegation, as France is the

county’s fourth largest economic creditor and has

shown interest in continuing the bilateral relationship

with the south Asian nation.

China unlikely to invade, Taiwanese

President Tsai says

(oy) In an interview last week with the New York Times

(NYT), Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen conveyed her

assessment that China is currently unlikely to invade

Taiwan, citing Bejing being “overwhelmed” by domestic

economic and political challenges in China as well as

international pressure advocating for regional peace

and stability.

While acknowledging China’s use of tactics such as

military intimidation and cyberattacks, Tsai

underscored the resilience and clear-eyed awareness

of the Taiwanese people. She asserted their

commitment to enhancing Taiwan’s defense

capabilities and societal resilience in the face of

external pressures.

Addressing questions on U.S.-Taiwan relations,

particularly in light of efforts to relocate semiconductor

production domestically, Tsai viewed the shift

positively. She highlighted the opportunity for Taiwan

to contribute to other countries’ supply chain resilience

and leverage their human talent.

Responding to concerns about this shift undermining

U.S. commitment to Taiwan’s defense, Tsai expressed
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confidence in Taiwan’s unique semiconductor

manufacturing capabilities.

Tsai downplayed China’s attempts to influence

Taiwan’s elections, asserting that Taiwan’s democratic

nature allows its people to vote for candidates

representing their interests. Instead of hoping for an

end to China’s influence operations, Tsai emphasized

the importance of strengthening Taiwan’s democracy

by fostering greater unity and trust among diverse

social groups. [Taipei Times][Office of the President,

Taiwan]

114 Taiwanese troops to be sent to US for

training on HIMARS, Abrams Tanks

(jr) In the upcoming year, Taiwan’s military is set to

dispatch 114 soldiers to the US for training on the high

mobility artillery rocket system (HIMARS) of the M1A2T

Abrams tank.

Taiwan’s defense budget for the upcoming year

outlines plans to send 84 officers and enlisted troops

to the U.S. in January for M1A2T tank training,

expected to conclude by year-end. Additionally,

another 30 Taiwanese enlisted troops and officers will

undergo HIMARS multiple rocket launcher system

training in the U.S. from February to October next year.

This move aligns with Taiwan’s anticipation of receiving

military equipment deliveries from the USA in 2024,

which include 38 M1A2T Abrams tanks and 11 HIMARS

systems.

Upon completion of the training, these soldiers will

return to Taiwan and assume roles as instructors for

both weapon systems. Their responsibilities will

encompass the development of guidelines, lesson

plans, and the execution of educational and training

activities.

The “2024 Ministry of National Defense Budget”

outlines that the U.S. will commence shipments of the

108 M1A2T tanks, agreed upon in 2019, starting next

year. The initial batch of 38 M1A2T tanks is expected in

the same year, followed by 42 in 2025 and 28 in 2026.

Furthermore, the U.S. has approved the sale of 11

HIMARS systems, with Taiwan agreeing to purchase an

additional 18 units. The delivery of the first batch of 11

HIMARS systems is slated to begin next year, with

shipments continuing until 2025 for the additional 18

units scheduled for delivery in 2026. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan purchases USD 546.5 million worth

of US aircraft ammunition

(oy) On 1 December 2023, Taiwan’s Ministry of National

Defense (MND) said that it has signed a NTD17.2 billion

(USD 546.5 million) deal to purchase US-made bombs

and missiles for its fighter jets.

The purchase would be conducted over nine years and

all ammunitions are expected to be delivered by 2032.

The MND did not specify which missiles were procured

from the US. Separately, Taiwan signed a NTD9.47

billion (USD302 million) deal for 30mm cannon

ammunition for its infantry fighting vehicles. [Taipei

Times 1][Taipei Times 2]

73 percent of Americans express concerns

over Chinese invasion of Taiwan

(jr) A recent annual survey conducted by the Ronald

Reagan Institute has revealed a notable increase in

concern among US citizens regarding a potential

Chinese invasion of Taiwan, while also indicating

growing support for reinforcing U.S. military presence

near Taiwan and supplying military equipment to the

island.

As per the 2023 Reagan National Defense survey, 51

percent of Americans now perceive China as the

primary threat to the U.S., up from 43 percentr the

previous year and significantly higher than the 21

percent recorded in the inaugural survey in 2018.

Specifically addressing Taiwan, 73 percent of

respondents express apprehension about a Chinese

invasion, with 68 percent of both Democrats and

Republicans viewing Taiwan as an ally.

Over the past four years, the survey has documented a

rise in support for deploying U.S. forces to defend

Taiwan, increasing from 39 percent in 2019 to 46% in

2023. Notably, when informed about Taiwan’s

democratic system and strategic significance, 52

percent of participants indicated a greater likelihood of

supporting the dispatch of U.S. troops to aid Taiwan.

In an effort to prevent a potential invasion of Taiwan,

60 percent of Americans advocate for an increased

U.S. military presence in the region, while an additional

55 percent support the idea of the U.S. escalating
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weapons sales to the island. [Ronald Reagan

Presidential Foundation & Insitute] [Taiwan News]

Google warns of rising cyberattacks from

China on Taiwan

(oy/jr) Cybersecurity experts from Google’s threat

analysis division, responsible for monitoring

government-sponsored hacking campaigns, reported a

significant surge in Chinese cyberattacks on Taiwan

over the past six months.

Findings of the threat analysis division revealed that

Chinese hackers are employing sophisticated

techniques to obfuscate their activities. This includes

hijacking private Internet routers to conduct

cyberattacks while concealing their origins.

The existence of over 100 hacking groups in China

actively attempting to infiltrate technology companies

or cloud customers was highlighted, as well as the

broad spectrum of Taiwanese sectors targeted by

these hackers, spanning defense, government, and

private industry. [Taipei Times][Bloomberg]

American Institute Director affirms

importance of US-Taiwan cybersecurity

cooperation

(jr) Sandra Oudkirk, the Director of the American

Institute in Taiwan – the de facto US Ambassador to

Taiwan – highlighted in a speech on December 4 the

importance of bilateral cyber security cooperation.

Warning of the growing scale and sophistication of

cybersecurity threats, she underscored Taiwan as a key

partner in the global ICT supply chain and a major

actor in the network of undersea telecommunications

cables, has become a prime target for cyberattacks

from “hostile actors.”

To respond to those threats, Oudkirk affirmed the

importance of the US and Taiwan “working together to

prevent and investigate cybercrime, to provide

capacity-building training for Taiwan cyber

professionals and policymakers, and to build bridges

between U.S. and Taiwan industries.” [American

Institute in Taiwan] [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan-US: Former vice foreign minister

appointed as envoy to US

(jr) Taiwan’s former Vice Foreign Minister, Alexander

Yui, is set to assume the role of Taiwan’s de-facto

ambassador to the US, succeeding Hsiao Bi-khim

resigned from her former post late last month to

register as a vice-presidential candidate, along with

presidential candidate of the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party and Taiwanese Vice-President Lai

Ching-te [see No. 48, November/2023, 4].

Yui, previously the representative to the European

Union and Belgium, nominated in June, will be

succeeded by Vice Foreign Minister Roy Chun Lee.

[Taiwan News]

China’s Fujian province implements

Taiwan-specific economic measures

(oy) On November 27, 2023, China’s Fujian Province

began implementing 15 economic measures aimed at

supporting Taiwanese businesses. These measures are

part of China’s broader “21 measures,” which were

unveiled in September with the goal of fostering

economic activities and development between Fujian

Province and Taiwan.

The implemented measures encompass various

initiatives, including the reduction of waiting times for

Taiwanese individuals to obtain travel visas to China,

facilitation of access to agricultural loans for Taiwanese

farmers, and the provision of rent waivers and housing

subsidies for start-ups opting to operate in Fujian.

China asserts that the overarching objective of the 21

measures is to "deepen cross-strait integrated

development in all fields and advance peaceful

reunification."

Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) has rejected

the 21 measures as an “integration plan” indicative of

China’s intent to annex Taiwan. The Council contended

that the measures are unlikely to entice Taiwanese

firms to China, as they imply an acceptance of Chinese

jurisdiction.

Additionally, it asserts that the benefits outlined in

China’s 21 measures are debatable, particularly given

China’s current domestic economic challenges, such as

a faltering housing market and escalating youth

unemployment. [Taipei Times][Xinhua]
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Taiwan, Czech Republic sign MoU to assist

Ukraine

(oy) On 1 December 2023, Taiwan’s Representative to

the Czech Republic Ke Liang-ruey and Czech

Representative to Taiwan David Steinke signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to assist in the

reconstruction of Ukraine’s healthcare system.

Per the MOU, Taiwan and Czech would assist in

providing primary care services to Ukraine, such as

general practice and surgery, and help construct small,

mobile medical facilities.

Digital solutions such as telemedicine would also be

provided in areas where it is not possible to establish

such medical facilities. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan, Vietnam sign tourism agreement

(oy) On 29 November 2023, Taiwan and Vietnam

signed a memorandum of understanding to boost

tourism between the two countries.

The agreement includes cooperation to enhance

culinary exchanges and connectivity between travel

destinations.

Both countries also aim to “personnel training, support

thematic tours, enhance safety and forge stronger ties

between travel associations.” [Taipei Times]

Taiwan’s Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs speak at Berlin Security

Conference

(oy) On 29 November 2023, Taiwan’s Deputy Minister

of Foreign Affairs, Dr Roy Chun Lee, spoke at the Berlin

Security Conference.

He emphasized that the peace and stability of the

Taiwan Strait is related to global and European

security, and that democratic countries should express

their support for countries that are invaded or

threatened by authoritarian regimes, whether it is

Ukraine or Taiwan. He also called for collective security

efforts to deter China’s aggressiveness.

Lee said that Taiwan has many years of experience

managing misinformation operations, cyberattack and

economic coercion from China and is willing to share
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them with European partners. He added that China

was seeking to unilaterally change the China-Taiwan

status quo under the One-China policy, but that

Taiwan’s future should be decided by Taiwanese.

Lee also emphasized that maintaining peace and

stability in the Taiwan Strait is crucial for European

countries, because any military conflict in the Taiwan

Strait will affect global supply chains and the daily lives

of European people. He urged partner countries

supporting Taiwan to unite and deter China. [MOFA]

Taiwan’s foreign ministry to verify

presidential and vice-presidential

candidates’ nationality

(oy) Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has

announced that it has directed its overseas

representative offices to verify the nationality of

presidential and vice-presidential candidates, following

an official request from the Central Electoral

Commission (CEC).

The ministry clarified that this verification process is a

standard practice conducted before every election to

ensure compliance with the law prohibiting candidates

from holding foreign nationality.

This directive comes amid allegations that Taiwan

People’s Party’s vice-presidential candidate, Cynthia

Wu, still possesses US citizenship. Other political

parties have urged the ministry to provide evidence of

her renunciation of US citizenship.

In response, Wu asserted that she renounced her US

citizenship “years ago” upon returning to Taiwan, and

her nationality status was scrutinized by both the CEC

and the Legislative Yuan when she assumed her role as

a lawmaker.

However, the Legislative Yuan clarified that it does not

investigate the nationality status of incoming

lawmakers but only requires them to sign an affidavit

confirming their sole possession of Taiwanese

citizenship. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Protest over labor policy with

India

(oy) On December 3, a small-scale protest occurred in

Taipei with protestors urging the government to
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withdraw its plan of allowing Indian migrant workers

into Taiwan. Protestors cited their concerns to include

job opportunities, wages and safety.

Earlier on November 29, Minister Without Portfolio Wu

Tze-cheng said that the Ministry of Labour is studying

the impact of allowing Indian workers into Taiwan. This

comes after an announcement that Taiwan and India

were planning to sign a memorandum of

understanding to allow Indian workers into Taiwan due

to existing labor shortages. The Ministry said it would

manage the number of workers through quotas.

Wu had said that construction was not the only

industry available to migrant workers, and that

previous experiences limiting migrant workers has

resulted in labor shortages. He shared that new

policies have been implemented to alleviate these

shortages. [Taipei Times 1][Taipei Times 2]

Thailand evacuates 83 more nationals

from Myanmar’s Laukkaing township

(bk) Thailand has evacuated 83 nationals from

Laukkaing Township in Myanmar's northern Shan

State. Laukkaing has been known as a hotbed of

Chinese-run call-center gangs that employ trafficked

labor from Thailand and other countries. While some

of the evacuees voluntarily went to Laukkaing to work

for these call-center gangs, Thai authorities have

stated that they will face legal action upon their return

to Thailand. [The Nation]

Bangkok has previously evacuated 266 Thais and an

unspecified number of Filipinos and Singaporeans

from Laukkaing to the Myanmar-China border with

help from the Myanmar authorities. The latest group of

evacuees will be screened to determine if they are

victims of human trafficking or suspected members of

transnational scam gangs.

Cambodia’s Prime Minister hosts Thai

Defence Minister Sutin for talks

(msz) On December 2, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun

Manet held talks with visiting Thai Defence Minister

Sutin Klungsang regarding border trade, demining

efforts along the border, investment, and tourism. This

visit marked Sutin's first international trip as Defence

Minister, highlighting the longstanding relationship

between the neighboring countries.
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Both governments plan to advance the demining

mission through meetings of the General Border

Committee, Regional Border Committee, and High-

Level Committee. Additionally, the defense ministries

of both nations agreed to collaborate on military

innovation, to continue joint military exercises, cement

further cooperation in managing and addressing

natural disasters, and preventing transnational crimes.

Other forms of cooperation in developing the border,

such as cross-border transportation, investment and

tourism were also discussed. [Khmer Times] [Matichon

Online]

Bangladesh, Thailand hold high-level talks

to forge economic alliances

(bk) Thailand and Bangladesh have discussed various

avenues to promote their bilateral economic relations

comprehensively. These discussions encompassed

trade and investment facilitation, export

diversification, and potential partnerships in sectors

such as Halal food, agro-business, and electric vehicles

(EV). [MFA Thailand] [The Business Standard]

The two countries also explored strengthening

cooperation in areas such as the Blue Economy and

ESG (Environment, Social, Governance) to foster

sustainable economic growth. Additionally, they

discussed the potential for Bangladesh to serve as a

gateway to South Asia for Thailand and Thailand to

serve as a gateway to ASEAN for Bangladesh.

These discussions took place during a meeting

between Sarun Charoensuwan, Permanent Secretary

for Foreign Affairs of Thailand, and a Bangladeshi

business delegation led by Shams Mahmud, President

of the Bangladesh-Thai Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (BTCCI). This meeting was part of a three-day

seminar on "Bangladesh and Thailand: New Horizons

for Trade and Investment," along with business

matching activities with the Thai private sector.

The visit also included a tour of Thailand to gain

insights into green innovation and technology in the

textile industry and smart agriculture.

Thailand recovers another six hostages; 9

remain captive in Gaza Strip

(bk) On November 28, two Thai nationals were

released (in the fourth batch), followed by an
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additional four Thai nationals on November 29 (in the

fifth batch). With these recent releases, the total

number of freed Thai hostages who were seized in

Hamas attacks on Israel now stands at 23, while nine

individuals remain in captivity. Before the attacks on

October 7, there were approximately 30,000 Thais

working on Israeli farms, and Thais accounted for the

largest group of foreign nationals affected by the

conflict. [MFA Thailand] [The Nation 1] [The Nation 2]

[The Nation 3]

China, Vietnam consider rail link through

rare earths heartland

(lm) China and Vietnam are in talks about upgrading

their underdeveloped rail connections, particularly a

line that passes through Vietnam's rare earths-rich

region and connects to the port city of Haiphong in the

north. These discussions are part of preparations for a

potential visit to Hanoi by Chinese President Xi Jinping.

[Devdiscourse]

The upgraded railway could enhance trade between

the two countries, particularly boosting Vietnam's

exports to China and further integrating their

manufacturing industries, which already have strong

ties.

Japan’s emperor meets with visiting

Vietnamese president in Tokyo

(tt) On November 28, Vietnamese President Vo Van

Thuong and his spouse met with Japanese Emperor

Naruhito and Empress Masako as part of their official

visit to Japan. A day earlier, Thuong had held a lengthy

discussion with Japanese Prime Minister Kishida

Fumio, issuing a statement affirming that the two

countries have upgraded their relationship to a

“comprehensive strategic partnership” on the 50th

anniversary of the two nations’ diplomatic relations

[see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4]. [Socialist Republic

of Vietnam]

Vietnam's National Assembly Chairman

Vuong Dinh Hue to visit Thailand

(tt) Vietnam's National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh

Hue will visit Thailand for four days from December 7

to 10. [ThaiPBS]
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During his visit to Bangkok, he will have an audience

with King Maha Vajiralongkorn and pay a courtesy call

to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. In addition, on

December 8, he will deliver a speech at Chulalongkorn

University's Faculty of Engineering on the evolution of

Vietnamese-Thai engagement that has built trust and a

strategic partnership for peace and sustainable

development.

His four-day visit coincides with the two countries'

excellent relationship as they implement the Thailand-

Vietnam Enhanced Strategic Partnership for 2022-

2027. They intend to elevate their relationship to a

"comprehensive strategic partnership" the following

year.

Belarus prime minister to visit Vietnam

(lm) Belarusian Prime Minister Roman Golovchenko is

set to make an official visit to Vietnam from December

6-9, 2023, at the invitation of Vietnamese Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh. This visit aims to

strengthen bilateral relations and cooperation

between the two countries. [Vietnam Government

News]

Vietnam, Turkey pledge to increase

bilateral trade to USD 5 billion

(tt) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh visited

Turkey on November 29, where he met with senior

government officials, including President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan and Vice President Cevdet Yilmaz. During

these meetings, Turkey expressed a strong desire to

boost trade and investment cooperation with Vietnam,

aiming to increase bilateral trade to USD 5 billion in the

near future. Both countries also agreed to schedule

the eighth meeting of the Vietnam-Turkey Inter-

governmental Committee and the fifth Political

Consultation between their Foreign Ministries in the

first half of 2024. [Socialist Republic of Vietnam] [Voice

of Vietnam]

Prime Minister Chinh proposed that Turkey facilitate

the entry of key Vietnamese export items like

footwear, agricultural products, and seafood into

Turkish supermarket chains and distribution systems.

He also encouraged Turkish companies to invest in

hydrogen development, infrastructure, and logistics in

Vietnam.
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Furthermore, Prime Minister Chinh expressed

Vietnam's willingness to sign a foreign trade

agreement with Turkey during his speech at the

Türkiye-Vietnam Business Forum in Ankara. He

encouraged Turkish businesspeople and

entrepreneurs to consider investing in the Vietnamese

market. [Anadolu Ajansı]

Vietnamese Prime Minister meets French

President Macron at COP28

(tt) On the sidelines of the 28th United Nations Climate

Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai, Vietnam’s Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh met with President of

France Emmanuel Macron on December 2. [Socialist

Republic of Vietnam]

Pham proposed that the two countries strengthen

their collaboration in implementing the agreements,

and he asked France to actively assist Vietnam in

restoring and preserving historical relics, as well as to

expedite the ratification of the EU-Vietnam Investment

Protection Agreement (EVIPA).

President Macron praised the two countries'

cooperation prospects and agreed that both sides

should strengthen comprehensive cooperation in

potential areas, and he will send several Cabinet

ministers to Vietnam to review and discuss concrete

cooperation activities.

The French President commended Vietnam's efforts

and contributions to the implementation of the

Political Declaration on the Just Energy Transition

Partnership, stating that his government will continue

to support this process.

Vietnam, United Arab Emirates announce

breakthrough in CEPA negotiations; deal

likely in 2024

(tt) Vietnam and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have

reached an agreement in principle on a comprehensive

economic partnership agreement (CEPA), which is

expected to be signed in 2024. [Socialist Republic of

Vietnam]

This development comes after Nguyen Hong Dien, the

Vietnamese Minister of Industry and Trade, and Thani

bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, the UAE Minister of State for
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Foreign Trade, in April signed a joint declaration of

intent to begin CEPA negotiations.

Vietnam offered USD 500,000 in aid to

Palestinians

(tt) Pham Minh Chinh, Prime Minister, made a

statement in a meeting with Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan on November 29, Vietnam announced

that it will provide USD 500,000 in emergency aid to

Palestinians in Gaza through the UN Relief and Works

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

[VNExpress]

Vietnam’s prime minister meets with

visiting Brazilian minister of science and

technology

(tt) On November 28, Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh hosted Brazilian Minister of Science and

Technology Luciana Santos, who is also President of

the Communist Party of Brazil, in Hanoi. They

discussed enhancing cooperation in science,

technology, and innovation between the two countries.

Prime Minister Chinh expressed hope for Brazil to

recognize Vietnam's market economy mechanism and

encouraged Brazil to promote free trade agreement

negotiations within the Southern Common Market

(MERCOSUR). He also emphasized the need for specific

cooperation projects to strengthen the bilateral

relationship.

Santos conveyed a letter from the Brazilian president

and discussed plans for collaboration, particularly in

emerging technologies like quantum technology, AI,

biotechnology, and the semiconductor industry.

[Socialist Republic of Vietnam] [Vietnam Plus]

 

Announcements
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Upcoming Online Events

6 December 2023 @ 2:00 – 5:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Progress and Possibility: Reflecting on 75

Years of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights

The event is devoted to the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights (UDHR), the aim of its adoption and the

implications taken place thankful to it. The panelists

will consider such points as (1) how the United States

has incorporated the UDHR’s principles into foreign

policy decision-making over the years and across

administrations; (2) the role of the United States in

promoting human rights across the globe, assessment

of the evolution of the international order, and

understanding how the U.S. can continue to

meaningfully engage with existing and emerging

threats to human rights; (3) the increasing importance

and responsibility of non-state actors on setting the

global human rights agenda, promotion of practices

that place human rights protection as a priority, and

addressing the emerging threats to human rights.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

6 December 2023 @ 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

China's Food Security Challenges

The discussion considers the future of China's food

security. Particularly, there will be revealed external

and domestic risks to China’s food supply and

precautions which could help avoid possible problems.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].
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6 December 2023 @ 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),

Brookings, USA

Tackling global corruption to strengthen

democracy and security

There will be discussed anti-corruption progress and

priorities in the lead up to the tenth session of the

Conference of the States Parties (COSP) to the UN

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) and the third

Summit for Democracy. The conversation will explore

ways that civil society, media, private sector, and

governments can work together to advance

measurable progress to prevent and combat

corruption.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

6 December 2023 @ 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Pivotal States: Is the United States

Overlooking Mexico’s Potential?

Mexico is the largest trading partner of the U.S., and

the choices made by American and Mexican

policymakers frequently affect both countries’ public

health, ecosystems, and law enforcement strategies.

Mexico can play a valuable role in a more resilient U.S.

supply chain, and as a source of economic growth

across the region. The experts will cover such issues as

(1) the existence of the strategy to address the

numerous challenges that have poisoned U.S.-Mexico

relations in recent years; (2) the possibility of

leveraging the relationship as part of a smart

nearshoring strategy that benefits the United States,

Mexico, and the wider Western Hemisphere.

Learn more about the event at [Carnegie Endowment

for International Peace].

6 December 2023 @ 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. (GMT),

Chatham House, UK

The UN cybercrime convention:

Implementing a treaty and managing

risks
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Since 2022, UN member states have convened six

times to negotiate a treaty on cybercrime. This new

treaty holds the potential to positively impact the

global fight against cybercrime, driving regulatory

harmonization efforts, streamlining international

cooperation, and improving investigative techniques.

However, a lot of disagreements have raised during

the process of reconciling the provisions. The panel of

experts will explore how member states can ensure

these risks remain at the forefront and, more

importantly, how they can be minimized.

Learn more about the event at [Chatham House].

6 December 2023 @ 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. (GMT+8), S.

Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS),

Singapore

RSIS Webinar on “Malaysia’s Position on

the Israel-Palestine Issue”

This webinar will examine Malaysia’s policy towards

Palestine from the 1980s till the present day. There will

be assessed the contemporary issues regarding

Malaysia’s relationship with Palestine, along with the

domestic, regional, and international implications for

Malaysia’s foreign policy. In particular, the discussion

will address the following questions: (1) What are the

domestic and international factors undergirding

Malaysia’s foreign policy on Palestine? (2) How does

Malaysia’s pro-Palestinian stance enhance or

undermine its relations with its Asian neighbors and

other key partners in the Middle East and the West?

Learn more about the event at [RSIS].

7 December 2023 @ 9:00 - 10:15 a.m. (GMT-5), Asia

Society (New York), USA

The Ballot and Beyond: South Asia in 2024

South Asia stands at a pivotal juncture as its three

major nations — India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh —

prepare for significant elections in the first half of

2024. The discussion will accent on the influence of

these elections and what lies ahead. The panel will

examine and dissect the election landscape, delving

into the challenges and opportunities that mark the

path to the 2024 elections in each country. The event

will provide insights into the regional and global

implications of these elections, while also looking
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beyond the ballots to the political trends driving

international policy choices.

Learn more about the event at [Asia Society].

7 December 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+8),

ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

The 24th ASEAN Lecture – The Lao

People’s Democratic Republic’s ASEAN

Chairmanship 2024

Lao PDR takes over the ASEAN Chairmanship under

unprecedented challenging times as the region

continues to face geopolitical and geo-economic

challenges as it creates an inclusive ASEAN

Community. The event will be focused on Chair

country’s plans and priorities for its Chairmanship year

is high.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS-Yusof Ishak

Institute].

8 December 2023 @ 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. (GMT+8), NUS

East Asian Institute, Singapore

The War for Chinese Talent in America

This discussion will cover the topic of China`s

cooperation with its nationals abroad – the “Diaspora

Option” and different methods to conduct it. In

particular, there will be revealed the US government’s

counterattack and efforts to limit the transfer of US

technology to China.

Learn more about the event at [NUS East Asian

Institute].

8 December 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. (GMT+8),

ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Chinese Buddhist Transformations in

Malaysia: Navigating Nation Building and

Transethnic Dynamics

Chinese Buddhist communities in Malaysia actively

promote their cultural and social values for the

multiracial nation. This discussion will examine the

evolution of Chinese Buddhism in Malaysia in the
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context of nation-building, consider the results it

brings to the State.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS-Yusof Ishak

Institute].

8 December 2023 @ at 12:00 p.m. (GMT-8), Hoover

Institution, USA

Industrial Policy Uncertainty in China

The main issue planned for the discussion is China`s

possibility to maintain its comparative advantage in

industrial policy. The expert will analyze all industrial

policy announcements by China's State Council from

2008 to 2022 and its impact on the efficiency of this

area.

Learn more about the event at [Hoover Institution].

8 December 2023 @ 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. (GMT+8), Asia-

Europe Institute, Malaysia

Debt Crisis in Sri Lanka and Lessons to be

Learned by Other Developing Countries

The expert will consider the worst economic crisis of

Sri Lanka since its Independence and the factors

caused it. A political economy approach of analyzing

the conundrum of debt and fiscal sustainability in Sri

Lanka have implications for many debt distressed

countries in the Global South.

Learn more about the event at [Asia-Europe Institute].

8 December 2023 @ 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Leftover Women: The Resurgence of

Gender Inequality in China

The roundtable is devoted to gender and gender

politics in modern China, as well as the issue of

resurgence of structural discrimination against women

and implications for China's economy, politics, and

development.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].
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11 December 2023 @ 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8),

Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS),

The Philippines

Advancing Sustainable Futures in the

APEC Region through Greater Regional

Integration

The event will focus on pivotal and emerging

challenges in the Philippines and the APEC region amid

an accelerating regional economic integration.

Learn more about the event at [PIDS].

11 December 2023 @ 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. (GMT-5),

Wilson Center, USA

Suharto's Cold War: Indonesia, Southeast

Asia, and the World

The event will cover the aims and actions of the

Indonesian dictator Suharto during the global Cold

War. There will be unmasked the hidden motives of the

dictator. 

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

12 December 2023 @ 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. (GMT-8),

Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies,

USA

Authoritarians at the Cutting Edge: China,

Innovation, and the Global Balance of

Power

The expert will discuss with the auditory the question

whether China’s rise can transform the current

unipolar distribution of power. There will be

considered all points of view, including the ones

arguing why the mentioned scenario is real.

Learn more about the event at [Freeman Spogli

Institute for International Studies].

12 December 2023 @ 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Accelerating The ASEAN Power Grid 2.0:

Lessons from The LTMS-PIP

The event will be dedicated to the energy sphere and

the cooperation of the countries within the Asian

region.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS-Yusof Ishak

Institute].

Recent Book Releases

Noah L. Nathan, The Scarce State: Inequality and

Political Power in the Hinterland, Cambridge

University Press, 310 pages, published March 2, 2023,

with a review in [Center for Studies of Plural Societies].

Yaroslav Hrytsak, Ukraine: The Forging of a Nation,

Sphere, 448 pages, published November 2, 2023,

reviewed in [The Guradian].

Stuart A. Reid, The Lumumba Plot: The Secret History

of the CIA and a Cold War Assassination, Knopf, 624

pages, published October 17, 2023. Visit [The New York

Times] to read a review.

Anne Wolf, Ben Ali’s Tunisia: Power and Contention in

an Authoritarian Regime, Oxford University Press, 272

pages, published 26 January 2023. Find a review in

[Foreign Affairs].

Ian Johnson, Sparks: China’s Underground Historians

and their Battle for the Future, Oxford University

Press, 400 pages, published September 26, 2023,

reviewed in [The Guardian].

George Yancy, Until Our Lungs Give Out:

Conversations on Race, Justice, and the Future,

Rowman & Littlefield Publisher, 396 pages, published

September 15, 2023, with a review in [Los Angeles

Review of Books].

Milo Bettochi (ed.), Speak Out!: The Brixton Black

Women’s Group, Verso, 400 pages, published October

10, 2023. The book is reviewed in [LSE].

R. Shep Melnick, The Crucible of Desegregation: The

Uncertain Search for Educational Equality, University

of Chicago Press, 326 pages, published April 28, 2023.

For a review, see [LSE].
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Springer publishing house paper proposals for the

Special issue of AI & Society, Journal of Knowledge,

Culture and Communication on “The Impact of

Generative AI on Human Creativity”. The deadline for

abstract submission is January 31, 2024. For more

information, see [Spinger].

The Chair of Political Science and Comparative

European Research of Saarland University invites

paper proposals for its conference on “Emotional

Dynamics of (In)security and Politics,” to be held on

June 11-13, 2024, at the Saarland University. The

deadline for abstract submission is December 15,

2023. For more information, see [Saarland University].

Quilting Points invites paper proposals for its 2024

symposium “Racial Capitalism and Cultural

Resistance,” to be held on May 1, 2024, at the

University of Leeds. The deadline for abstract

submission is December 15, 2023. For more

information, see [Quilting Points].

The Chair of the Social Justice in Education

department at the Ontario Institute for Studies in

Education (OISE), University of Toronto, invites

paper proposals for its conference “Black/ African

Feminisms,” to be held on April 19-20, 2024. The

deadline for abstract submission is December 18,

2023. For more information, see [OISE].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

a Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,

or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted until open until filled. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Management Specialist to be

based in Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are accepted

until December 19, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Programme Associate to be based in

Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are accepted until
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December 17, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Human Resources Assistant to be

based in Suva, Fiji. Applications are accepted until

December 16, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Operations Assistant to be based in

Majuro, Marshall Islands. Applications are accepted

until December 16, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Research and Reporting Associate to

be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted

until December 14, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Budget &

Programming Assistant to be based Baghdad, Iraq.

Applications are accepted until December 17, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Monitoring Assistant to be based in Anbar, Iraq.

Applications are accepted until December 17, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Consultant to be based in New Delhi, India.

Applications are accepted until December 15, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Partnerships and Resource Mobilization Associate

to be based in Dominican Republic. Applications are

accepted until December 16, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Egypt.

Applications are accepted until December 17, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Regional Director to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until December 18, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Education Specialist Cluster Coordinator, to be

based in Pemba, Mozambique. Applications are
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accepted until December 16, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Global Lead – Migration and Displacement to be

based in Geneva, Switzerland.  Applications are

accepted until December 31, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultancy, to be based in United States. 

Applications are accepted until January 1, 2024. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a National Consultancy Service to Conduct

Situation Analysis (SitAn) of Children and

Adolescents, to be based in Uzbekistan. Applications

are accepted until December 22, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Coordinator, to be based in Cairo, Egypt. Applications

are accepted until December 25, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Partnerships, External Relations and Resource

Mobilization Officer, to be based in Manila,

Philippines.  Applications are accepted until December

24, 2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Scientist (SRHR Policy), to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 15,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Medical Officer, to be based in Mogadishu, Somalia.

Applications are accepted until December 25, 2023.

More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Risk

Communication and Community Engagement

Officer to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine. Applications

are accepted until December 15, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Psychosocial Support Expert to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until December

31, 2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Executive Director, United Nations Human

Settlements Programme to be based in Nairobi,
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Kenya. Applications are accepted until January 8, 2024.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Victims’ Rights Advocate to be based in New York,

United States. Applications are accepted until

December 11, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Secretary to a Member of the Court to be based in

The Hague, Netherlands. Applications are accepted

until January 5, 2024. More information is provided as

[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Finance and Budget Officer to be based in New York,

United States. Applications are accepted until

December 20, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Municipal Reintegration Coordinator, to be

based in Honduras. Applications are accepted until

December 27, 2023. More information is provided as

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Grants Coordinator, to be based in Lebanon. 

Applications are accepted until January 4, 2024. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Medical Caseworker to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until February 1, 2024. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Access Safety and Security Deputy Director, to be

based in Nigeria. Applications are accepted until

December 30, 2023. More information is provided as

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Case Work Manager, to be based in

Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until December

30, 2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Humanitarian-Development-Peace Nexus (HDPN)

Advisor, to be based in Rome, Italy. Applications are

accepted until January 19, 2024. More information is

provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Project Officer, to be based in Panama City,
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Panama. Applications are accepted until December 15,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Senior Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.

Applications are accepted until December 26, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Livestock and GHG emissions assessment

specialist, to be based in Rome, Italy. Applications are

accepted until December 22, 2023. More information is

provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Integration Programme Response Specialist, to

be based in Yerevan, Armenia. Applications are

accepted until December 15, 2023. More information is

provided as [FAO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Assistant, to be based in Costa Rica.

Applications are accepted until December 14, 2023.

More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Policy Officer, to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until December

25, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Associate, to be based in Costa Rica.

Applications are accepted until December 31, 2023.

More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Assistant (Knowledge Management),

to be based in Costa Rica. Applications are accepted

until December 12, 2023. More information is provided

as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Supply Chain Unit, to be based in Manila,

Philippines. Applications are accepted until December

17, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Performance

Monitoring Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.

Applications are accepted until January 8, 2024. More

information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Atmospheric

Sciences Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
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Applications are accepted until January 12, 2024. More

information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Logistics Support

Unit, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are

accepted until December 30, 2023. More information is

provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Senior Legal Officer,

to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are

accepted until January 14, 2024. More information is

provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate

Telecommunications Officer, to be based in Vienna,

Austria. Applications are accepted until January 12,

2024. More information is provided as

[CTBTO].              

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Officer, to be based in

Pemba, Mozambique. Applications are accepted until

December 17, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Communications Specialist, to be

based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted

until December 18, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Journalist Radio to be based in

Democratic Republic of the Congo. Applications are

accepted until January 15, 2024. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Human Resources Specialist, to be

based in Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Applications are accepted until April 15, 2024. More

information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a National NDC Coordinator, to be

based in Majuro, Marshall Islands. Applications are

accepted until December 15, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks an

Associate Director to be based in Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [FHI 360].
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The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Program and Communication Assistant, to be based

in Medenine, Tunisia. Applications are accepted until

not specified. More information is provided as [FHI

360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Chief of Party, to be based in Kosovo. Applications are

accepted until not specified. More information is

provided as [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Program Assistant, to be based in Washington DC,

United States. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided as [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Maternal and New Born Advisor, to be based in

Mbale, Uganda. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided as [FHI 360].

The Department of Philosophy at Rochester

Institute of Technology in Rochester, New York is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Philosophy. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Rochester Institute of

Technology]

The Missouri Institute for Defense and Energy,

University of Missouri-Kansas City in Missouri,

United States is inviting applications for a Research

Assistant Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [University of Missouri-

Kansas City].

Saba University School of Medicine in Saba Island,

Dutch Caribbean is inviting applications for a

Professor for Behavioral Medicine. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Saba University School of Medicine].

New York University Abu Dhabi in United Arab

Emirates is inviting applications for a Research

Assistant in Division of Social Science [Economics].

Application submission deadline is open until February

21, 2024. For more details, see [New York University

Abu Dhabi]

Buena Vista University in Iowa, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Education position in the School of Education.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Buena Vista University]

Foothill-De Anza Community College District in

California, United States is inviting applications for an
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Instructor, History. Application submission deadline

is open until filled. For more details, see [Foothill-De

Anza Community College District].

Middle Tennessee State University in Tennessee,

United States is inviting applications for a Dean,

College of Behavioral and Health Sciences.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Middle Tennessee State University].

Metropolitan State University in Minnesota, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor. Application submission deadline is open

until filled. For more details, see [Metropolitan State

University]

The University of South Carolina Upstate in South

Carolina, United States is inviting applications for an

Instructor of Criminal Justice and Director of the

Upstate Crime Analysis Center. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [University of South Carolina Upstate].

Stephen F. Austin University in Texas, United States

is inviting applications for a Mental Health Counselor.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Stephen F. Austin University].

Drexel University in Pennsylvania, United States is

inviting applications for an Information Science

Department Head. Application submission deadline is

January 15, 2024. For more details, see [Drexel

University].

The Department of Criminal Justice and

Criminology at University of Missouri-Kansas City in

Missouri United States is inviting applications for an

Adjunct Faculty Teaching Position. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [University of Missouri-Kansas City]

The Department of Social and Cultural Analysis at

New York University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Black Cultural Studies. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see [New

York University].

Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor of English.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Hofstra University].

The School of Arts and Sciences at the University of

Rochester in Rochester, New York is inviting

applications for a Director, Susan B. Anthony
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Institute. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [University of

Rochester].            

The School of Social Science and Global Studies at

The University of Southern Mississippi in

Hattiesburg, Mississippi is inviting applications for an

Assistant Teaching Professor. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[University of Southern Mississippi].

The Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University

in New Haven, CT is inviting applications for a

Postdoctoral Associate in East Asian Studies.

Application submission deadline is January 5, 2024. For

more details, see [Yale University].

The Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University

in New Haven, CT is inviting applications for a

Postdoctoral Associate in Central Asian Studies.

Application submission deadline is January 5, 2024. For

more details, see [Yale University].

The Department of African American Studies at

Princeton University in New Jersey, United States is

inviting applications for a Visiting Research Position.

Application submission deadline is January 4, 2024. For

more details, see [Princeton University].

The Department of Political Science at

Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Instruction in Computational Social Science.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Northwestern University].

St. Thomas University in Florida, United States is

inviting applications for a Faculty Professor

Humanities. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [St. Thomas University].

The Department of Child and Family Science at

National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, Taiwan

is inviting applications for an Assistant Professor.

Application submission deadline is January 31, 2024.

For more details, see [National Taiwan Normal

University].

Foothill-De Anza Community College District in

California, United States is inviting applications for an

Instructor, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies,

De Anza College. Application submission deadline is

January 22, 2024. For more details, see [Foothill-De

Anza Community College District].
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The College of Science at Virginia Tech in Virginia,

United States is inviting applications for an Associate

Director for Educational Research. Application

submission deadline is open until January 5, 2024. For

more details, see [The College of Science at Virginia

Tech].

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Administration of Justice. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Texas Southern University].

Texas Southern University in Texas, United States is

inviting applications for a Chief Of Police and

Executive Director of Emergency Management.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Texas Southern University].

Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Georgia is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Psychology. Application submission deadline is

December 20, 2023. For more details, see [Kennesaw

State University].

Minnesota State University in Minnesota, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor in Criminal Justice. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Minnesota State University].

The Department of English at Southern Methodist

University in Dallas, Texas is inviting applications for

an Open Rank Professor and Kahn Endowed Chair.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Southern Methodist University].

Baylor University in Waco, Texas is inviting

applications for a Professor and Department Chair,

Educational Psychology. Application submission

deadline is March 1, 2024. For more details, see [Baylor

University].
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