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Dear Readers,

Welcome to the first Asia in Review (AiR) issue in 2024

for which the AiR team wishes you all the best.

I hope you will enjoy our brief on the latest events,

developments, and trends in domestic politics,

international relations, and geopolitics across East

Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Special greetings are extended in this issue to

everyone who celebrates Haiti’s, Myanmar’s, Slovenia’s,

Sudan’s and South Sudan’s Independence Day as well

as the Czech Republic’s and Slovakia’s Restoration Day

this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Xi Jinping’s New Year Speech

(ms) Chinese President Xi Jinping's New Year speech

and a government statement published on December

29 have shed light on the country's domestic and

international priorities for the coming year.

Xi emphasized China's inevitable reunification with

Taiwan, stating it as a historical inevitability. This

rhetoric comes amidst heightened tensions between

Beijing and Taipei, with China ramping up military

pressure and expressing discontent towards Taiwan's

ruling Democratic Party and their leading candidate for

the mid-January presidential election.



Simultaneously, Xi highlighted China's economic

resilience in the face of challenges, stating that the

nation's economy had become "more resilient and

dynamic" in 2023. Despite acknowledging operating

pressures on companies and challenges in

employment and living conditions, Xi outlined a vision

for consolidating economic recovery and achieving

long-term stability in the face of on-going economic

struggles missing rebound after three years Zero-

Covid. [France 24] [Strait Times] [Xinhua]

A much more assertive stance in foreign was

expressed by Xi in the government statement

published just two days before the New Year’s address,

following a rare closed-door party meeting on foreign

policy. The Central Conference on Foreign Affairs Work,

attended by top party leaders, diplomats, and officials,

outlined China's strategy to raise its global profile "to a

new level."

China's foreign policy vision, as outlined in the

government statement, revolves around shaping

international relations, promoting a multipolar world,

and countering unilateralism. Xi highlighted the Belt

and Road Initiative as a platform for international

cooperation and reiterated China's commitment to

opposing attempts to roll back globalization. He urged

diplomats to "break new ground" and rally the majority

of the world in support of China's vision.

Additionally, Xi emphasized the formation of a

"diplomatic iron army" by calling on Chinese envoys to

resolutely defend national interests, displaying a

readiness to confront external challenges. This call

indicates a return to the assertive "Wolf Warrior"

rhetoric in foreign relations. The concept of a

"diplomatic iron army" signifies a disciplined and

unified approach to safeguarding sovereignty, security,

and development interests, presenting a strong and

proactive front against perceived external pressures.

Xi's message, delivered amidst diplomatic disputes

with the Philippines and Japan, underscores China's

determination to counter Western attempts to contain

its global influence. The "diplomatic iron army"

represents a symbol of strength and loyalty, signaling

China's intent to navigate assertively in the

international arena and reshape its standing on the

global stage. [Reuters]

Xi's emphasis on rejecting "power politics and bullying"

reflects China's resistance to what it perceives as anti-

China lobbying by the United States and its allies and

its broader claim of positioning itself as a global power

with enhanced influence and moral appeal.

[Bloomberg] [BNN] [South China Morning Post]
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China: Appointment of new defense

minister in wake of political and military

far-reaching personnel changes

(ms) The Chinese government has announced the

appointment of Admiral Dong Jun the country’s new

defense minister, filling a position left vacant for four

months after the disappearance of his predecessor, Li

Shangfu [see AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5].

Dong was officially appointed during a meeting of the

National People's Congress Standing Committee on

December 29. The move is part of Chinese President Xi

Jinping's broader strategy to restructure key positions

within the country's political and military hierarchy.

Admiral Dong’s background includes serving as the

commander of the People's Liberation Army Navy and

vice commander of the Southern Theater Command,

responsible for patrolling the disputed South China

Sea. The appointment is seen as a strategic move,

aligning with President Xi's efforts to strengthen

China's military presence and assertiveness,

particularly in regions like the South China Sea and

Taiwan.

The previous defense minister, Li Shangfu, went

missing in August. His abrupt removal from the post

was accompanied by the dismissal of Foreign Minister

Qin Gang in July [see AiR  No. 30, July/2023, 4].

Dong’s appointment comes amid a series of leadership

changes, suggesting what is widely seen as indicating a

broader purge within China's military (see article

below) and political circles.

The reshuffle also includes the replacement of Minister

of Civil Affairs Tang Dengjie and Minister of Culture and

Tourism Hu Heping by Lu Zhiyuan and Sun Yeli

respectively, as well as nine senior military officials

from China's top legislative body, as also announced in

the Standing Committee report of December 29.

Furthermore, recent promotions within the Chinese

military include the appointment of Admiral Hu

Zhongming as the new commander of the country's

navy. Hu Zhongming, a submariner with operational

experience in disputed waters, succeeded Admiral

Dong Jun in an orderly transition. This move is seen as

part of China's focus on the South China Sea and may

signal increased interest or consensus on prioritizing

the region.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-o/
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These changes hint at a comprehensive restructuring

of key military positions, reflecting President Xi's

ambitions to enhance China's global influence and

military capabilities. This coincides with the resumption

of talks between the US and Chinese military at the

end of December after more than a year of radio

silence, when US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

General Charles Brown and his Chinese counterpart

General Liu Zhenli met in Beijing (see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4). In contrast to this very cautiously

expressed rapprochement, the upcoming Taiwan

General Election in mid-January is again a potential

source of tension, with Lai Ching-te,  the Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) candidate, seen by Beijing as a

supporter of Taiwanese independence (see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4). [BBC] [Politico] [Radio Free Asia]

[Reuters] [The New York Times] [Xinhua in Chinese]

China: Top aerospace-defense executives

stripped of political titles in ongoing

military crackdown

(ms) Three high-ranking Chinese executives from the

aerospace-defense sector were stripped of their

political titles at the latest meeting of the Chinese

People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) on

December 27.

The executives affected by this decision include Wu

Yansheng, chairman of the China Aerospace Science

and Technology Corporation (CASC), Liu Shiquan,

chairman of the board of the China North Industries

Group Corporation (Norinco Group), and Wang

Changqing, deputy manager of the China Aerospace

Science and Industry Corporation (CASIC).

These companies – CASC, Norinco, and CASIC – are

major players in China's aerospace and defense

industry, responsible for space technology, military

equipment development, and satellite services,

respectively. The unexpected nature of their removal

from political advisory roles emphasizes the

government's stringent approach to combating

corruption.

The aerospace and defense industry holds significant

political influence in China, with three members of the

25-strong Politburo having backgrounds in this sector.

In another move, China has expelled nine military

lawmakers from the National People’s Congress (NPC),

the country’s Parliament. The top legislative body

revoked their membership during a December 29

meeting, raising concerns about the impact on the
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smooth functioning of China's military. Notably, five

members were from the secretive Rocket Force,

including former commander Li Yuchao, who was said

to be part of a broader investigation of the branch in

August [see AiR No. 32, August/2023, 2; AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3]. The Equipment Development

Department, under scrutiny for corruption in hardware

purchases dating back to 2017, also saw two members

ousted. [Bloomberg]

The developments signal a continuation of the

crackdown on financial and political corruption in the

country's military as three officials join a list of high-

ranking officials related to China's military who have

been removed over the past months.

The most high-profile case was Li Shangfu, the defense

minister, who was dismissed from his office in October

after disappearing from public view for months [see

AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5], following the dismissal of

former Foreign Minister in July [see AiR  No. 30,

July/2023, 4]. [South China Morning Post]

China: Lengthy prison sentences in high-

profile corruption cases handed down

(ms) Lengthy sentences have been handed down

against high-ranking individuals.

Sun Guofeng, the former head of People’s Bank of

China (PBC) monetary policy department, was

sentenced to 16 and a half years imprisonment and a

fine of about USD 3 Million for taking bribes, leaking

state secrets and insider trading. Hu Wenming

chairman of the China Shipbuilding Industry

Corporation (CSIC) was sentenced to 13 years in prison

and a fine of around USD 700,000 for bribery and

abuse of power. [Reuters] [Xinhua 1]

Also, Gan Rongkun, a former member of the Standing

Committee of the Chinese Communist Party in the

 Henan Provincial Committee was sentenced to life

imprisonment for accepting bribes. Gan is said to have

utilized his various positions between 1999 and 2021

to facilitate construction project contracting, business

operations, and case handling, accumulating over USD

2,5 million in illegal gains. [Xinhua 2]

Looking at the broader picture, China's anti-corruption

campaign in 2023 was extensive. According to data

published by state-outlet Xinhua 54 officials at the

central level, 2,480 at department and bureau levels,

and over 20,000 at county and division levels have

been investigated in relation to allegations of
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corruption. Discipline inspection and supervision

agencies have processed over 1.28 million reports of

suspected violations, conducting investigations in

470,000 cases. [Xinhua 3]

China: Disciplinary watchdog introduces

extended rules ahead of plenary session

(ms) China's Central Commission for Discipline

Inspection (CCDI), one of the two highest supervisory

bodies of the country, has expanded, under the

approval of the Politburo, its anti-corruption

regulations, adding new offenses and stricter

punishments for party members two weeks before its

third plenary session on January 8 to 10.

Probably the most notable change is the threat of

expulsion for party members found reading politically

sensitive materials privately. These materials include

works critical of the party's policies, defamation of

leaders, or distortion of party history. Previously, the

focus was on the buying and dissemination of such

works, but now, reading alone can lead to serious

warnings, disciplinary probation, or expulsion.

The CCDI's updated provisions also address other

misconducts. Expulsion awaits party members

engaging in activities deemed harmful to the party's

image, such as soliciting prostitution or using illegal

drugs. Other new clauses target misuse or

embezzlement of public funds, tax revenues, and other

financial violations, with expulsion as a potential

consequence. The regulations also address integrity

violations, treating disguised gifts as bribery and

imposing warnings, probation, or expulsion for

excessive gifts to public servants.

The disciplinary code revisions extend to political

behavior, with punishments for party members acting

recklessly, engaging in cliques, or sabotaging party

leaders' decisions.

The CCDI has tightened the knot on party members,

making it challenging for them to avoid violating

discipline. Observers note that these changes reflect

President Xi Jinping's desire for closer adherence to his

leadership. The regulations set a high bar, and some

experts argue that they are "almost impossible" for

party members to meet, emphasizing the pervasive

scrutiny and control within the party-state system.

[South China Morning Post]

Under Xi Jinping's leadership, the anti-corruption

campaign initiated in 2012 has not only been
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employed for the direct prosecution of misconduct. It

has been widely seen as strategically wielded to

eliminate potential competitors or opposition. This is

evident in cases such as Bo Xilai and Zhou Yongkang,

both targeted shortly after the campaign's

introduction.

Bo Xilai, like Xi also a "Red Prince", as the descendant

of a former high-ranking party official, in his case

former Vice-Premier Bo Yibo, was seen as one of Xi's

biggest rivals on his way to becoming Supreme Leader.

His downfall began with an incident involving his police

chief in the city of Chongqing, Wang Lijun, whom he led

as party secretary, and the circumstances surrounding

the death of British national Neil Heywood, which

resulted in a life sentence for corruption against Bo

(see more detailed overview BBC).

Zhou led the Chinese police and intelligence services

under Xi's predecessor Hu Jintao and was expected to

be an influential figure within the party even after his

official resignation from Chinese politics in 2012.

However, Bo was considered a close confidant and

potential successor to Zhou in his position, and Bo's

decline also had consequences for Zhou. In mid-2013,

investigations began against Zhou and a circle of his

confidants on corruption charges, for which he was

ultimately sentenced to life imprisonment. However, it

is assumed that Zhou formed an alliance in order to

challenge the uprising of Xi, he failed in these efforts,

which was probably the real reason behind his

investigation and conviction.

In both cases, it is widely believed that the pretext of

corruption was used more as a tool by Xi to eliminate

individuals who had fallen out of favor.

The CCDI's current measures to further intensify the

campaign by adding more offenses make it more

difficult for party members to remain untouched by

allegation, thereby establishing a foundation that

facilitates the prosecution of disgraced individuals

whenever necessary.

China: Interim assessment of 14th Five-

Year Plan reveals achievements and

challenges in economic priorities

(ms) The Standing Committee of the National People’s

Congress outlined in the interim reports on the 14th

five-year plan the achievements and challenges of the

first half of plan on December 27. While the

government presents a quite optimistic assessment,

issues like consumer confidents and challenges posed

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jr/


by what it calls significant shifts in both domestic and

international development remain and must be

tackled. 

A central theme in the reports is the prioritization of

expanding domestic demand. The National

Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the

state economic planning body, underscores the focus

on restoring and expanding consumption. This shift

towards a consumption-driven model recognizes the

role of consumer spending in sustaining growth in the

wake of a continuous weak economic recovery after

three years of Zero-Covid.

Simultaneously, China is planning to fast-track reforms

to grow the middle-income bracket, fostering

economic stability and vows to continue to implement

market-oriented and institutional opening-up reforms,

fostering innovation.

Additionally, the Commission promises to resolve

challenges in real estate, local government debt, and

financial institutions, aiming to secure a stable

economic foundation.

Besides the challenges the interim assessment of the

14th Five-Year Plan showcases positive progress, with

early achievements in urbanization, basic old-age

insurance coverage, R&D spending, the digital

economy's share of GDP and forest coverage, having

progressed ahead of schedule, according to the

meeting. [China.org] [Reuters] [State Council]

China: New Patriotic Education Law

comes into effect

(ms) With the begin on the new year the Chinese

school's syllabus are undergoing a change with the

implementation of the Patriotic Education Law on

January 1, 2024. The legislation passed by the National

People's Congress Standing Committee in October is

part of a larger campaign to promote patriotism across

various aspects of society, emphasizing its importance

in ideological, cultural, and historical contexts.

The law dictates that patriotic education should reach

all citizens, with a particular focus on young people in

schools and homes. Chinese officials stress the need

for immersive learning experiences, integrating

intangible cultural heritage demonstrations into school

programs. Museums, historical sites, and digital

platforms are identified as key tools to instill patriotic

sentiments, particularly among the youth.
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However, the far-reaching effects of the Patriotic

Education Law are affecting also non-Chinese

institutions in the country. For example, British schools

operating in China face challenges as the government

tightens control over the curriculum.

Once seen as a booming industry, the appeal of elite

British schools has diminished, partly due to the

aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic and renewed

emphasis on patriotic education. International

collaboration in various sectors, including education,

has become more difficult, as evidenced by recent laws

restricting the transfer of information related to

national security.

The implementation of the Patriotic Education Law has

prompted some international schools to adapt their

curricula, leading to the closure of several institutions.

The law requires patriotic education to permeate all

levels and types of schools, presenting a challenge for

those offering a Western-style education, with several

teachers having left their positions as schools shift

towards a Chinese curriculum.

This legal framework extends to the online realm, with

internet service providers required to spread patriotic

content and combat information inconsistent with

national values. This aligns with China's broader efforts

to regulate cyberspace, emphasizing the role of the

internet as a major carrier of patriotic education.

[China Daily] [Ministry of Justice] [The Guardian]

[Xinhua]

For a contextualization of the law within the Chinese

Communist Party’s push for “intensified ideological

regimentation,” under Xi Jinping, see John Dotson in

[The Jamestown Foundation], who warns against

underestimating the “central role that ideology plays in

the functions of the CCP Party-state,” leading to failing

“to understand the Party’s policy-making orientation,

and the institutional worldview of its leadership.”

China: Emergency Law amendment raises

concerns over media reporting

restrictions

(ms) China's National People's Congress (NPC) has

introduced a draft amendment to the Emergency

Response Law, sparking fears that it may tighten

controls and hinders media outlets in the coverage of

disasters and accidents.

The proposed amendment states that "no institution

or individual shall fabricate or spread false information
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about emergencies intentionally." While emphasizing

the government's duty to provide timely information,

the amendment also establishes a "news interviewing

and reporting system" without clear details.

Media analysts are still somewhat cautious in their

assessment of the draft and how they might limit

media coverage as it will depend on how the

government enforces it due to its quite vague nature.

The amendment requires news coverage of

emergencies to be "timely, accurate, objective and

impartial."

However, it lacks clarity on penalties for publishing

false information or details of the news reporting

system. The unclear definition and explanation,

particularly regarding "false information," raises

concerns about potential restrictions on journalists'

work.

The draft awaits public comment until January 27.

[South China Morning Post]

China: Intensification of crackdown on

cryptocurrencies

(ms) In a joint statement issued by the Supreme

People’s Procuratorate (SPP) and the State

Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE),

prosecutors and foreign exchange (forex) regulators in

the country were instructed to strengthen supervision

over foreign exchange activities, emphasizing cases

where Tether (USDT), a stablecoin pegged to the US

dollar, was used as an intermediary for trading yuan

with other currencies.

The statement explicitly declared the conversion of

yuan to cryptocurrency, or vice versa, as illegal in

China. Additionally, those providing technical support

for such transactions, even indirectly, were warned of

being considered "accomplices."

This crackdown aligns with China's broader stance on

cryptocurrencies, which officially bans their trading

and mining while subjecting the use and exchange of

foreign currency to strict rules. It comes more than two

years after China's comprehensive ban on

cryptocurrency activities [see AiR No. 39,

September/2021, 4], signaling the ongoing struggle to

curb the popularity of stablecoins like Tether in the

country.

Despite regulatory efforts, China's crypto market has

continued to exhibit resilience, maintaining its position
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as a major player in the global landscape. Recent police

action in Qingdao, Shandong province, revealed a USD

2,2 billion money laundering case involving illegal forex

trading using cryptocurrencies, underlining the

government's determination to tackle such financial

crimes. [Coin Telegraph] [South China Morning Post]

China: Crackdown on millions in scams

(ms) Chinese authorities have intensified efforts to

combat fraud, uncovering hundreds of millions of

dollars in scams involving fabricated government

documents enticing investments in fake national

projects.

In 2023, public security agencies cracked down on over

260 cases, dismantling 180 criminal groups associated

with fraudulent schemes that siphoned SSD 210

million from investors.

These scams, often conducted online by people

located abroad, exploit individuals by soliciting capital

or membership fees through deceitful poverty

alleviation projects.

Amid China’s continuous economic struggle and the

need for investment, the prevalence of such online

fraud poses a risk to these efforts.

The crackdown also extends beyond Chinese boarders,

with police targeting online scams in Myanmar,

resulting in the handover of over 31,000 telecom fraud

suspects to China by Myanmar authorities in

November [see AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

[Reuters]

China: Central bank confirms, Alipay

officially has no controller anymore

(ms) China's central bank has granted approval for Ant

Group's Alipay to operate without a specific controller,

marking a crucial development in the fintech giant's

efforts to resume its initial public offering (IPO). The

restructuring, initiated in January 2023, significantly

reduced founder Jack Ma's voting rights from 53.46

percent to a mere 6.21 percent.

The restructuring saw a redistribution of voting rights

among various entities, including Hangzhou Junhan

Equity Investment and Hangzhou Junao Equity and is

said to aim to create a more transparent and

diversified shareholding structure.
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The People's Bank of China's decision is seen as a

positive step for Ant Group, which faced setbacks in its

IPO plans following a controversial speech by Jack Ma

in 2020 and is seen as the starting point for the nation

wide crackdown against China’s High-Tech sector.

This move is part of Ant Group's broader restructuring

efforts since 2021, emphasizing independence from its

parent company Alibaba and transparency in its

operations. Despite anticipated stricter regulations in

the mobile payments industry, the completion of the

overhaul is viewed as a positive signal for the

technology sector in China.

Industry experts believe that the government's

approval signifies a potential easing of restrictions on

major technology platforms. While an immediate IPO is

deemed unlikely, the reshaping of Ant Group's

structure positions it favorably for a future public

listing. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Aiming to construct over half of

world's cleaner-fuel vessels by 2025

(ms) China has unveiled ambitious plans to dominate

the global cleaner-fuel shipbuilding industry, aiming to

produce over half of the world's ships powered by

lower-carbon fuels by 2025.

The guidelines, released by the Ministry of Industry

and Information Technology (MIIT), underscore China's

commitment to achieving carbon neutrality by 2060.

The initiative focuses on innovation in ship engines,

improving the efficiency of traditional fuels, and

increasing the use of liquefied natural gas (LNG) and

methanol in marine engines.

Accounting for over 50 percent of global production in

2023, China's already existing shipbuilding dominance

positions it strategically in the emerging era of clean

shipbuilding. As the shipping industry undergoes a

transformative shift towards zero-emission vessels,

China aims to lead in constructing vessels powered by

cleaner fuels, including LNG and green methanol.

The plan is part of a new seven-year blueprint

emphasizing developing supply-chain solutions,

achieving a 50 percent share of the global market for

LNG and methanol-fueled new builds, and accelerating

research on alternative fuels like ammonia and

hydrogen.

The environmental overhaul of the shipping industry is

slated for completion by 2030, aligning with China’s
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commitment to global efforts to reduce emissions.

[Bloomberg] [Reuters] [The Maritime Executive]

China: Breakthrough in design for new

hypersonic engine claimed

(ms) In a December peer-reviewed paper in the Chinese

Journal of Propulsion Technology Chinese scientists have

unveiled a groundbreaking air-breathing engine,

claiming it to be the most powerful rotating detonation

engine (RDE) in the world, reaching speeds of Mach 16.

The engine is said to operate in two distinct modes,

promising unprecedented capabilities in aerospace

propulsion. In its sub-Mach 7 mode, the engine

functions as a continuous rotating detonation engine.

This involves a mix of external air and fuel igniting to

create a shock wave in a ring-shaped chamber,

providing powerful and continuous thrust for the

aircraft. Above Mach 7, the shock wave transitions to a

circular platform at the engine's rear, maintaining

thrust through a nearly straight-line oblique

detonation format.

The potential implications of this "revolutionary"

engine are immense. Theoretically, it could propel an

aircraft from a runway to more than 30 km into the

stratosphere, reaching speeds 16 times that of sound.

This unprecedented velocity could reduce

intercontinental flight times to just one or two hours

while consuming less fuel than conventional jet

engines.

According to the research team, their design,

integrating rotational and straight-line detonation

across a wide speed range, is a world first, with the

potential to bring about a revolutionary change in

aerospace propulsion. While the researchers did not

disclose the efficiency of the engine, estimates suggest

a significant improvement compared to conventional

turbofan engines.

While the published paper is hailed in parts as

groundbreaking, the scientists caution that crucial

engineering parameters, such as limited space for

airflow path, were omitted. Further research and

development are needed to translate this theoretical

breakthrough into a practical, usable product.

The global race in hypersonic technology, with recent

developments from China and the United States,

underscores the strategic importance of such

advancements in both military and civil aviation.

[Interesting Engineering] [South China Morning Post]
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China: Launch record broken, but safety

questions linger

(ms) China achieved a significant milestone on

December 25, with the successful launch of its 57th

and 58th Beidou satellites, delivering the satellites into

medium Earth orbit (MEO) and marking a new national

with China's 65th launch of the year.

However, the achievement was overshadowed by a

concerning incident involving the rocket booster

stages. Footage from Chinese social media revealed

that side boosters from the Long March 3B rocket had

fallen near inhabited areas in the Guangxi region.

Videos captured the boosters falling and exploding,

raising questions about safety protocols surrounding

such launches.

This incident is not isolated, as similar occurrences

have been associated with Beidou satellite launches in

the past. The Long March 3B's use of hypergolic

propellants, hydrazine, and nitrogen tetroxide, both

with serious health risks, contributes to booster-

related incidents. Unlike U.S. and European launches

that drop boosters into oceans, China's inland launch

sites result in boosters falling on land, posing potential

risks to populated areas.

Authorities issue warnings and evacuation notices to

mitigate risks from launch debris, with the China

Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC)

working on measures like grid fins, parafoils, and

parachutes to constrain drop zones. However, whether

these measures were deployed in this specific mission

remains unclear. [Interesting Engineering] [Space.com]

[Space News]

China: Hong Kong activist Agnes Chow

breaks bail term

(ms) As announced by herself in early December [see

AiR No. 49, December/2023, 1], Agnes Chow, a

prominent figure in the Hong Kong pro-democracy

movement who is currently residing in Canada, failed

to return to Hong Kong on the scheduled date, in

violation of her bail conditions, and is now being

officially prosecuted by the city's police.

Chow, a former student leader and founding member

of the now-disbanded Demosisto party, claimed that to

leave Hong Kong, she had to write a letter of
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repentance disavowing her political involvement and

promise to sever ties with former allies. Established in

2016, Demosisto had advocated a referendum to

determine Hong Kong's sovereignty post 2047, when

the one country, two systems principle as promised in

the Sino-British Joint Declaration and the Hong Kong

Basic Law is supposed to expire. 

The situation highlights the deepening crackdown on

pro-democracy figures in the city since the

introduction of the National Security Law as a reaction

to the anti-government protests 2019.

As the government intensifies efforts to enact its own

national security legislation, the controversy

surrounding Agnes Chow amplifies the challenges

faced by those advocating for democratic values in the

region.

The international community watches closely as Hong

Kong navigates a precarious path between maintaining

order and respecting civil liberties. [Hong Kong Free

Press] [Nikkei Asia] [South China Morning Post]

China: Pro-democracy activist Tony Chung

seeks asylum in the UK amidst allegations

of police coercion

(ms) Pro-democracy activist Tony Chung, a former

leader of the now disbanded pro-independence group

Studentlocalism, has fled Hong Kong to seek asylum in

the UK, breaching a supervision order imposed after

completing a jail term related to national security

offenses.

Chung, convicted of calling for Hong Kong's secession

under the controversial national security law, finished

his three years and seven months sentence in June. He

was also found guilty of insulting the national flag in a

separate case in December 2020.

Despite completing his sentence, Chung found himself

under a one-year supervision order, allowed to travel

to Japan, where he made the decision to seek asylum

in the UK.

The activist alleges that police meetings every two to

four weeks demanded detailed information about his

activities and contacts. Chung claimed he was coerced

into accepting money after these meetings, despite

feeling guilty for providing what he considered

irrelevant information.
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Chung's escape echoes the trend of pro-democracy

activists leaving Hong Kong due to the strict national

security law imposed by Beijing in response to the

2019 mass protests, as seen in the case of Agnes Chow

(see entry above). [BBC] [Frances Hui via Twitter] [Hong

Kong Free Press] [The Guardian]

China: Hong Kong activists jailed for 2021

bomb plot

(ms) Three Hong Kong activists have been sentenced to

prison terms of up to six years for their involvement in

a foiled bomb plot targeting court buildings and other

public infrastructure.

Ho Yu-wang, 20, Kwok Man-hei, 21, and Cheung Ho-

yeung, 23, pleaded guilty to charges under the 2020

introduced National Security Law, accused of planning

to place improvised explosive devices in various

locations, including government offices, tunnels, and

court buildings.

The trio, affiliated with the pro-independence group

"Returning Valiant," faced charges of "conspiracy to

commit terrorism."

Ho, identified as the alleged mastermind, received a

six-year sentence, after he was granted a deduction of

four years from the original 10 years for his timely

confession and his support of the prosecution. Cheung

and Kwok, sentenced to six years and two and a half

years, respectively, pleaded guilty to a charge of

conspiring to cause explosions. [Deutsche Welle] [Hong

Kong Free Press] [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong citizen pessimistic of

city’s outlook

(ms) A newly published year-end survey conducted by

the Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute

(PORI) reveals a stark decline in Hongkongers'

optimism about the city's development, with 46

percent expressing dissatisfaction for 2023.

The survey, which interviewed 501 residents aged 18

and above, highlights a notable shift from the previous

year when a net optimism rate, meaning the difference

between optimistic and pessimistic outlook, of 28

percentage points was recorded. For 2024, still 40

percent of respondents exhibited are optimistic, but

the same amount shows a pessimistic vision for the

cities future resulting in a net optimism rate of zero
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percentage points, reflecting increased pessimism

fueled by economic challenges as well as governmental

developments.

Among the issues and reasons for the decline was the

overhaul of the electoral system, which drastically

reduced the number of democratically elected seats on

the District Council and also undermined the country's

level of democracy by only allowing "patriots" to stand

for election [see AiR No. 50, December/2023, 2].

Interestingly, respondents had a more positive outlook

on their personal prospects, with 47 percent

anticipating personal development improvement in the

coming year.

This contrast between collective pessimism and

individual optimism suggests a divergence in

sentiment among Hongkongers. [Hong Kong Free

Press] [PORI in Chinese]

China: Ministry for State Security thwarts

alleged foreign espionage attempt at

naval base

(ms) China's State Security Ministry has issued a public

appeal for information, claiming to have disrupted a

foreign company's attempt to steal military secrets

from an undisclosed naval base.

The ministry, responsible for counter-espionage,

stated that the suspicious activity was reported by a

landlord who observed an "eerie green light"

emanating from a property rented by a foreign entity.

The light was later identified as surveillance equipment

used by foreign agents to collect intelligence from a

nearby naval base engaged in crucial military tasks.

In August, State Security Minister Chen Yixin called on

the Chinese people to participate in the country's anti-

espionage efforts, referring to the new anti-spying law

that came into force in July broadening the definition

of spying and enhancing the investigative powers of

national security law enforcement agencies [see AiR

No. 23, June/2023, 1; AiR No. 32, August/2023, 2].

[South China Morning Post]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida highlights

potential for economic growth in New

Year’s address
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(sh) In his New Year’s speech, Prime Minister

emphasized Japan was in position for a transformative

economic shift, setting for 2024 the goal to break free

from country’s economic stagnation.

To counter rising prices, the focus is on securing wage

increases surpassing inflation. The Prime minister

announced that in spring negotiations, businesses will

be urged to grant higher wage hikes than the previous

year. The government also plans fixed-sum reductions

in income and resident taxes in June, aiming to

enhance disposable incomes. Kishida encouraged

aggressive capital investments in green and digital

sectors, fostering labor mobility, and rejuvenating

companies.

Furthermore, Kishida acknowledged that in the midst

of demographic shifts and constitutional reform, Japan

is in the need for political stability. Efforts are pledged

to restore public trust following a political funding

scandal, ensuring a steady hand in navigating the

upcoming challenges[DL1]  of population shrinking,

constitutional reform and political stability. [Prime

Minister’s Office of Japan]

Kishida’s address comes as he and his ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) are facing mounting pressure

as prosecutors are set to take legal action against

accountants linked to two factions as latest moves in

an ongoing investigation into a political fundraising

scandal, where allegations suggest these factions

created secret funds through off-the-book revenues

from fundraising events.

Additionally, two LDP lawmakers are under scrutiny for

reportedly receiving large sums, raising questions

about their involvement in the scheme. Despite

uncertainties, Japan looks forward to turning this era

of change into strength, echoing historical instances of

transformation into progress. [The Japan Times]

Meanwhile, economic indicators like GDP and

employment appear positive, while some

unsustainable trends raised concerns. The real GDP

grew slightly over 1 percent, closing the output gap,

lowering unemployment, and boosting corporate

profits. However, a percent inflation rate, exceeding

the Bank of Japan's 2 percent target, stirred worries

about economic stability. Despite challenges, share

prices surged, and tourism rebounded, benefiting

industries affected by the pandemic. [East Asian

Forum]

In a separate move, Japan has overhauled its NISA tax-

free stock investment plan, urging people to move

from saving to investing in stocks. The updated Nippon

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-ht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-hi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-hi/


Individual Savings Account now allows higher annual

investments and extends the tax-exempt duration

indefinitely. The reform seeks to foster a more

dynamic investment culture among individuals. [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Ruling party continues to be under

pressure over funds scandal

(dql) The ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

continues to face headwinds over a widening

investigation into allegations that party’s largest faction

has failed to declare hundreds of millions of yen in

revenue from its fundraising parties in political funding

reports and has created slush funds to transfer to its

members.

Former economy minister Yasutoshi Nishimura has

been questioned over a political funds scandal on

December 30, making him the sixth senior member to

have been questioned. He formerly served as the

faction's secretary general from October 2021 through

August 2022 and was sacked as economy, trade and

industry minister last month over the scandal. [Kyodo

News 1]

In an earlier move, the Tokyo office of Yoshitaka Ikeda,

a House of Representatives lawmaker and member of

the faction, was raided on December 27, making him

the first lawmaker to be subject to a search over the

scandal.

He is suspected of receiving over JPY 40 million (USD

284,000) from the faction in kickbacks from the alleged

slush funds. [Kyodo News 2]

Japan: Lower house lawmaker arrested

over electoral bribery allegations

(dql) House of Representative member Mito Kakizawa

was arrested December 28 on suspicion of bribery.

The arrest is in connection with a mayoral election in

Tokyo’s Koto Ward in April, with Kakizawa facing

accusations of paying or attempting to pay a total of

about 2.6 million yen (USD 18,000) in bribes to

members of the Koto Ward and others to secure

candidate Yayoi Kimura’s victory in the election.

Kakizawa was also arrested over suspicion of being

implicit in illegal paid internet advertising run by

Kimura’s campaign during the election, marking the
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first arrest since the introduction of a prohibition of

paid internet advertising for election campaigning

under amendments to the Public Offices Election Law

in 2013.

Along with Kakizawa, four of his secretaries were also

arrested who submitted a list to the prosecutors that

disclosed which assembly members accepted the bribe

and which declined.

Kakizawa resigned as state minister of justice in

October after reports about him advising Kimura’s

campaign to run paid advertising on YouTube during

the mayoral election emerged. Kimura stepped down

as ward mayor in October after a raid of her home and

office to secure the video ads [see AiR No. 45,

November/2023, 1].

Japan: Government to submit bill on

restriction of wind farm construction

(dql) Japan’s Cabinet is reportedly prepared to submit a

new bill to the parliament early next year that seeks to

restrict the construction of wind farms.

The government cites for its move efforts to mitigate

interference by wind turbines to enhance radar

capabilities. The advancement of these capabilities is

urgently needed in the face of North Korea’s ballistic

missiles launches and intensified Chinese aircraft

activities around Japan.  

Under the bill, businesses will be required to notify the

government of their construction plans if those

facilities are built in areas designated by the defense

minister. If the government deems a wind farm a grave

disruption of radar systems, it can issue a prohibition

of the construction for two years.

Current legislation only advises companies to seek a

non-binding consultation with relevant government

agencies prior to finalizing their plans for building or

replacing large-scale power generation turbines.

[Kyodo News]

Japan: Operational ban on world’s largest

nuclear plant lifted

(dql) The Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA), Japan's

nuclear power watchdog, has lifted on December 27 a

two-year old operational ban imposed on the world’s

largest Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-kl/


owned and operated by Tokyo Electric Power Company

(TEPCO) 

The move paves the way for TEPCO to seek permission

to restart the plant from the local governments of

Niigata prefecture, Kashiwazaki city and Kariwa village,

where it is located.

The NRA barred Tepco in 2021 from operating the

plant citing safety breaches including the failure to

protect nuclear materials and missteps that saw an

unauthorized staff member accessing sensitive areas

of the plant. Following improvements in the safety

management system, the NRA lifted a corrective action

order that had prevented Tepco from transporting new

uranium fuel to the plant or loading fuel rods into its

reactors effectively blocking resumption of operations.

[Reuters]

The lifting of the ban is in line with Japanese

government’s push to restart as many reactors as

possible, in a bid to maximize energy security by

reducing reliance on foreign fossil fuels and, at the

same time, meet decarbonization targets.

The administration of Prime Minister Fumio Kishida

has reversed the country’s nuclear energy phaseout

plan. It now looks for ways to use atomic power as key

energy supply accounting to more than one-fifth of the

country’s energy supply. [VoA] [Power Technology]

Japan: Data on youth population highlight

continued birth rate crisis

(sh) Following a report by the Ministry of Internal

Affairs and Communications, the Japanese government

revealed that the population of 18-year-olds in Japan

hit an all-time low at 1.06 million, underlining the

nation's persistent struggle with declining birth rates.

The latest data, disclosed on January 1, marks a drop

of 60,000 from the previous year, constituting a mere

0.86 percent of Japan's overall population. The year

2005, when these new adults were born, witnessed a

historic low in Japan's total fertility rate – the average

number of children anticipated for a woman in her

lifetime – at 1.26, a figure later equaled in 2022. The

challenge of a diminishing birthrate continues to shape

Japan's demographic landscape. [Kyodo News]

Meanwhile, findings of a mid-September 2023 joint

survey by Japanese education services Benesse Corp.

and investment company Sparx Group Co. that

engaged around 600 first- to third-year high school
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students, shed light on their bleak expectations

towards their financial future.

When asked if they desired financial affluence in the

future, 37.4 percent expressed a strong desire, while

40.6 percent were somewhat inclined. However, the

outlook shifted when questioned about their belief in

actually achieving wealth – only 5.3 percent were

confident, and 15.2 percent held a moderate belief,

making the total percentage of those optimistic about

becoming rich around 20 percent.

Benesse suggested that the students' realistic choices

might stem from growing up in Japan's prolonged

economic downturn. Experiencing the challenges of

earning money firsthand during the recession could

have instilled in them a pragmatic and cautious

approach toward financial matters. [Mainichi]

Japan: Central government strikes down

plan for Nagasaki prefecture USD 3 billion

casino resort project

(dql) Japan’s Land, Infrastructure, Transport and

Tourism Ministry announced on December 27 its

decision to disapprove Nagasaki Prefecture’s plan to

develop an integrated resort (IR) that features a casino,

citing doubts about the feasibility of securing massive

funds needed for the project.

Submitted to the ministry in April last year, the

proposal of the Nagasaki prefectural government eyes

2027 to open the IR, with an initial investment of JPY

438.3 billion (USD 3.1 billion), 60 percent of which was

to be covered by loans from financial institutions.

However, financial concerns mounted following the

collapse of Swiss financial giant Credit Suisse, which

was involved in the project fundraising.

Against this backdrop, the ministry’s screening

committee underscored in its review of the proposal

that the investors’ lineup in the project had changed

significantly since the application stage, adding that

documents guaranteeing the investments or financing

were not sufficiently prepared. [The Japan News]

Japan: Central government to commence

implementation of US military base

landfill plan against resistance of affected

prefecture
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(dql) Marking in unprecedented move in Japan’s

modern local governance history, Japan’s central

government decided on December 28 to override the

government of Okinawa prefecture and to implement

a modified landfill plan that will see the U.S. Marine

Corps Air Station base transferred within the

prefecture.

According to the government, the defense ministry will

begin soft ground re-enforcement work at the

relocation site for the US military base as early as

January 12, as part of its plan to move the functions of

the Futenma airfield from a crowded residential district

in Ginowan to the less populated Henoko coastal area

of Nago.

This decision came after Okinawa Governor Denny

Tamaki announced on December 25 that it will ignore

a December 20 order of the Fukuoka High Court to

approve a relocation plan and appeal the ruling to the

Supreme Court.

The construction plan involves using thousands of

pillars and large amounts of soil, which critics argue

would harm the environment. The estimated cost has

surged to JPY 930 billion (USD 6.5 billion), 2.5 times

more than initially projected, and is anticipated to take

12 years to complete [see AiR No. 52, December/2023,

4].

It is the first time that the central government has

taken over a task entrusted to the local government by

the state under the country’s Local Autonomy Act.

While the central government argues that its move

presents a "last resort," taken within the law, critics see

it as disregard of the spirit of the constitutionally

enshrined local autonomy. [Kyodo News] [The

Mainichi]

Japan: Tokyo metropolitan government,

state ordered to pay compensation over

unlawful arrest in dual use item case

(dql) In a ruling of the Tokyo District Court last week,

the Tokyo metropolitan government and the state

were ordered to pay JPY 160 million (USD 1.1 million)

compensation to the president of Ohkawara Kakohki

Co., a Yokohama-based machinery manufacturer, as

well as to one of its former directors and the family of

a former adviser, for unlawfully arresting and indicting

the three on suspicion of illegally exporting spray

dryers believed to be capable of being used to

produced biological agents.
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In the trial, that centered on the question whether

police and prosecutors arbitrarily interpreted export

control regulations to build a case against the three,

the court ruled that the arrests and indictments of the

three individuals between March and June 2020 were

all illegal, criticizing the Tokyo police for failing to

conducting investigations as typically required to see

that the device under investigation would not be

subjected to export regulations.

The companies president Okawara and the former

director Shimada spent more than 330 days in custody

before being released on bail in February 2021. The

indictment for the advisor had been rescinded due to

his death.

The ruling came after an unusual turn in the case, with

a member of Tokyo police's Public Security Bureau

submitting a testimony about the fabrication of the

allegations leveled against the three company

members. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Severe earthquake leaves

casualties

(sh) On January 1, a powerful 7.5-magnitude

earthquake hit west-coast Ishikawa prefecture, causing

widespread destruction. Japanese authorities reported

over 50 quakes of 3.2 magnitude or more during the

holiday festivities. The quake, though initially

measured at 7.5 by the US Geological Survey, was later

stated by Japanese authorities as 7.6.

Tsunami waves, reaching at least 1.2 meters, surged

into Wajima port, with smaller tsunamis reported in

distant locations, including Hokkaido. The aftermath

revealed the grim toll – at least 24 confirmed deaths as

of December 2, morning hours, houses and roads

collapsing, and a major fire in Wajima consuming a row

of houses. The evacuation of nearly 100,000 residents

was ordered.

In response, Defense Minister Minoru Kihara mobilized

1,000 military personnel, with 8,500 on standby.

Twenty military aircraft were dispatched to survey the

damage, underlining the urgent need for support and

recovery efforts in the affected region. [France24]

[CNA] [The Japan Times]

Concerns about nuclear safety arose, however, Japan’s

Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA), the country’s

nuclear watchdog, declared that no irregularities have

been identified at nuclear power plants located north

of the main earthquake site. [Nucnet]
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Mongolia: Date of parliamentary elections

set

(ap/dql) The State Great Khural of Mongolia, the

country’s parliament, has approved a draft resolution

on setting June 26, 2024, as date for the next

parliamentary elections. [Montsame]

The election will be the first under the revised electoral

system that was through constitutional amendment in

May.  Under the new system that will enter into force

on January 1 the number of the Members of

Parliament (MP) will be raised from 76 to 126. 78 out of

the 126 MPS will be elected through the majoritarian

system, representing specific constituencies, and the

remaining 48 members through the party-list based

proportional system [see AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1].

For a discussion of challenges Mongolia will be facing

in foreign policy, domestic politics and economic

polices in the upcoming election year, see Mendee

Jargalsaikhan and Enkhbayar Namjildorj in [East Asia

Forum], who argue that “competitive domestic politics

and inefficient populist economic policies will likely

present the biggest challenges in 2024. If not carefully

managed, Mongolia might struggle to cope with

political instability while searching for ways to manage

its debt-ridden economy.”

Mongolia: Government to prioritize

regional development in 2024

(ap) During its regular session on December 27, the

Mongolian government approved a resolution that set

support for regional development as policy priority.

The decision comes 22 years after the adoption of the

2001 resolution on the "Regional Development

Concept of Mongolia,” and at a time when Mongolia

faces a big gap between rural and urban developments

as the country’s population is concentrated in the

capital, Ulaanbaatar, causing labor shortages and lack

of economic diversification in the rural areas.

Hosting 46 percent of Mongolia’s population,

concentrating 75.8 percent of enterprises and 84

percent of trade and services, and generating 63

percent of GDP, the capital, meanwhile, suffers from

an increase in air pollution, smog, traffic congestion,

and soil pollution.
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy and

Development Ch. Khurelbaatar has been charged with

monitoring and developing the implementation of

Mongolia’s Medium-term Development Policy or

Regional Development Program.

Minister of Finance B. Javkhlan is set to sign the

Financial Agreement between Mongolia and the

European Investment Bank on the implementation of

Phase I of the Aimags and Soums Green Regional

Development Investment Program (ASDIP).

This agreement established between Mongolia and the

Asian Development Bank in February 2023 and

provides USD 735 million in loans and grants for

building engineering infrastructure, construction of

transport and logistics centers, and green financing to

support agricultural production in 52 soums (districts)

of 17 aimags (provinces). [Montsame]

Mongolia: Prominent international rights

organization calls for release of journalist

Unurtsetseg Naran

(ap) Reporters Without Borders has urgently called for

the release of Unurtsetseg Naran, the journalist and

editor-in-chief of the news website Zarig.mn.

Unurtsetseg was arrested on December 4 and has

since been held in pre-trial detention, facing charges of

contempt of court and spreading false information.

These charges stem from her Facebook post detailing

the inhumanity observed during a court hearing

involving an elderly individual in Mongolia [see AiR No.

50, December/2023, 2]. [Reporters Without Borders]

Unurtsetseg is known for her investigative work,

having exposed money laundering of high-ranking

officials, corruption, fraud within the country’s

Development Bank, and the diversion of State

Educational loans. She has faced 16 defamation

charges initiated by politicians mentioned in her

investigative reporting. [Aki Press] [Zarig]

Zarig.mn, founded in 2017, received the Transparency

Award from Transparency International Mongolia in

2019 for its investigative reporting, uncovering

corruption and unethical or illegal activities.

Two days prior to Unurtsetseg's arrest, Mongolia’s

Communications Regulatory Commission blocked her

website, designating it an illegal domain. Subsequent

to protests from the journalistic community, access

was eventually restored.
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Mongolia currently holds the 80th position out of 180

countries on Reporters Without Borders' Press

Freedom Index. [2023 Press Freedom Index]

North Korea: Kim calls on military to

‘accelerate’ war preparations

(ap) During last week’s 9th Plenary Meeting of Central

Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, the

country’s chief policymaking body, North Korean

leader Kim Jong Un ordered the military to speed up its

war preparations in order to counter what he

described as confrontational moves by the US and its

allies, that was in his eyes responsible for the “grave

political and military situation in the Korean peninsula.”

The order was part of his meeting-closing remarks, in

which Kim set priorities of the militant tasks for the

People’s Army and the munitions industry, nuclear

weapons and civil defense sectors, directed to a

further acceleration of war preparations in 2024, a

year that he called “decisive” for the fulfillment of the

2021-2025 five-year plan.

2023, meanwhile, was described by Kim as the “year of

great turn and great change,” hailing the country for

having “left a great trace in the glorious course of

development in the efforts to improve the national

power and enhance the prestige of the country.”

[KCNA 1] [KCNA 2] [Al Jazeera]

These statements come against the backdrop of North

Korea’s recent test-firing of its most advanced

intercontinental ballistic missile, the solid-fueled

Hwasong-18, which is designed to strike the mainland

US, in December [see AiR No. 51, December/2023, 3].

In November Pyongyang put its first military spy

satellite into orbit [see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4].

North Korea: Hydroelectric dam opened

(ap) North Korean authorities inaugurated on

December 23 a new hydroelectric power plant in the

south-eastern Kangwon Province.

According to North Korean state media, the new dam

will contribute to efforts to solve the power problem in

the province.

The move comes as North Korea continues to suffer

from chronic power shortages. However, despite these
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shortages, Pyongyang continues to sell significant

volumes of dam-produced electricity to China. [NK

news] [KCNA]

For latest numbers of exports from North Korea to

China in the first 11 months this year and the impacts

of UN sanctions on these exports, see [The Diplomat].

South Korea: President Yoon commits to

tackling law birth rate in New Year’s

address

(dql) President Yoon Suk-yeol has pledged in his New

Year’s address to strengthen efforts to rebalance

national economic growth within society, identifying

unequal national development due to “unnecessary

and excessive competition,” in society as one of the

root causes for country's extremely low birth rate.

South Korea’s birth rate is expected to drop to 0.68 in

2024, down from 0.78 in 2023, to mark another record

low after falling for six consecutive years.

In addition, Yoon vowed to further push for labor,

education and pension reforms in the year ahead,

emphasizing the need for a flexible labor market, with

more companies adopting working arrangements,

including flexible working hours and merit-based wage

systems to replace seniority-based ones.

He also promised that his administration would seek to

increase urban housing supply and speed up

redevelopment and reconstruction projects, aimed at

providing more small units for one- or two-person

households. [Office of the President, South Korea] [The

Korea Herald] [Asia Today]

South Korea: Ruling party emergency

committee set up

(dql) On December 28, South Korea’s ruling People

Power Party (PPP) appointed ten members to its

emergency committee to take charge of leading the

party into the upcoming general elections slated for

April 2024.

The PPP decided to launch the emergency committee

headed by interim party leader and former justice

minister Han Dong-hoon amid a sense of urgency that

without dramatic reform efforts, it is doomed to fail in
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the April 10 elections, as seen in its crushing defeat in

October's local by-election.

Han selected eight of the ten committee members

while the two others are ex officio members including

the party's floor leader Rep. Yun Jae-ok and chief

policymaker Rep. Yu Eui-dong.

Compared with the previous leadership, the

emergency committee is made up of younger

members and more women, with most of them being

in their 40s and 50s and the youngest being a 21-year-

old university student who heads a nonprofit

organization for orphans. Three members are women,

while all are political novices, with the exception of one

lawmaker. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Meeting to secure unity

within opposition party fails

(dql) Lee Jae-myung, the leader of the main opposition

Democratic Party (DP) has rejected the party’s former

leader Lee Nak-yon's call for his resignation.

This came after two met on December 29 for talks

after the former party leader demanded Lee Jae-

myung to resign from his post as party leader and

expressed his readiness to create a joint interim

leadership committee ahead of the general elections

scheduled for next April.

The former leader announced to leave the DP and

launch a new party next year if Lee declines his

proposal by the end of the year. [Yonhap]

In a latest development, Lee was victim of a knife

attack on January 2 while he was visiting the site of a

new airport off the coast of Busan. 

The assailant – a man his 60s or 70s – had asked the

opposition leader Lee for an autograph and then

stabbed him through the neck. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: First Lady to face

investigation over stock manipulation

allegations

(dql) On December 28, the South Korean National

Assembly passed a proposal to investigate allegations

of stock manipulation involving First Lady Kim Keon-

hee.
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The main opposition Democratic Party (DP), leveraging

its 167-seat majority in the 300-member parliament,

successfully advanced the proposal. The ruling People

Power Party (PPP), holding 112 seats in the National

Assembly, rejected the proposal and opted to boycott

the vote, citing political motivations ahead of the April

2024 general election.

Accusations against the spouse of President Yoon

Seok-yul of the PPP centers around manipulation of

stock prices of Deutsch Motors Inc., a BMW car dealer

in Korea, in the period between 2009 and 2012.

Notably, during the previous administration of

President Moon Jae-in (DP) an indictment against Kim

was not issued in the 19-month investigation of the

case conducted by the Seoul Central District

Prosecutors’ Office.

In a separate move, the DP approved a proposal

targeting the so-called “5 billion club” allegations that

claims that an asset management firm offered six

influential individuals KRW 5 billion (USD 3,8 million)

each for political favors in a development project in

Seoul. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon appoints

new security chief, secretaries

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has

appointed First Vice Foreign Minister Chang Ho-jin as

his new national security adviser.

62-year-old Chang will succeed Cho Tae-yong, who was

recently nominated as new intelligence chief [see AiR

No. 52, December/2023, 4], from January 1, while

Ambassador to Germany Kim Hong-kyun will step in as

the new first vice foreign minister.

A career diplomat and former ambassador to Russia,

Chang has years of experience in US and North Korean

negotiations and security policy and is widely

respected as strategic thinker.

His appointment comes as South Korea faces an

increasingly complex security landscape in northeast

Asia and beyond. With tensions with North Korea

having flared up following Pyongyang’s recent launch

of a spy satellite and an intercontinental ballistic

missile [see AiR No. 51, December/2023, 3], Seoul has

moved to bolster its alliance with Washington and

improve security ties with Tokyo.
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Commenting on his new post, Chang declared to foster

progress on the North Korea nuclear issue and

“normalise” inter-Korean ties while ramping up ties

with the US and Japan. [Reuters] [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon reshuffles

Cabinet

(dql) On December 29, President Yoon Suk-yeol

appointed four new ministers including Finance

Minister Choi Sang-mok, who also serves as deputy

prime minister for the economy, Agriculture Minister

Song Mi-ryung, Ocean Minister Kang Do-hyung and

SMEs Minister Oh Young-ju.

In addition, Kim Hong-il, a former chief of the anti-

corruption agency, was appointed as the head of the

Korea Communications Commission.

The appointments followed the completion of

parliamentary hearings. [Yonhap 1]

In an earlier move on December 28, President Yoon

Suk-yeol appointed Lee Kwan-sup, national policy

director at the presidential office as his new chief of

staff, replacing Kim Dae-ki who tendered his

resignation, possibly over his failure to secure the bid

to host the World Expo 2030 in November for Busan

after the city was defeated by Saudi Arabia's Riyadh.

[Korea JoongAng Daily]

In addition, Yoon replaced several vice ministers who

will run for parliament in April's general elections.

Among them Kim Wan-Sup who has been replaced by

chief of the Public Procurement Service Kim Yoon-

sang, was named as the second vice finance minister.

Further, Shin Young-sook, the former chief of the

National Human Resources Development Institute, has

taken over the post of the vice gender equality

minister.

In addition, Jin Hyun-hwan and Song Myung-dal were

appointed as first vice land minister and vice oceans

minister, respectively. 

Other changes include the appointment of Im Ki-keun,

a ranking finance ministry official, as the head of the

Public Procurement Service, while Son Young-taek

became the new chief secretary of the Office for

Government Policy Coordination. [Yonhap 2]
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South Korea: Supreme again orders

Japanese firms to compensate forced

labor victims

(dql) The South Korean Supreme Court of Korea

decided in a ruling on December 28 that Japanese

shipbuilder Hitachi Zosen Corp. and Japanese heavy

equipment manufacturer Mitsubishi Heavy Industries

must pay KRW 50 million (approx. USD 39,000) and 150

KRW million (approx. USD 116,000), respectively, in

compensation to victims of forced labor during World

War II.

16 families of former workers and one former worker

are to be compensated based on the Court’s finding.

With its ruling, the court upheld two decisions of the

Seoul High Court which in January and June 2019

ordered that the two companies owed damages to

their former workers. In addition, Mitsubishi Heavy

was also ordered to compensate its workers in a 2018

verdict from the Gwangju High Court. [Jurist]

The ruling was the second such ruling of the Supreme

Court within a week. On December 21 it upheld two

appellate court rulings under which Mitsubishi Heavy

Industries Ltd. and Nippon Steel Corp. were ordered to

pay compensation to South Koreans forced into

wartime labor during Japan's colonial rule on the

Korean peninsula from 1910-1945 [see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4].

South Korea: President Yoon angry about

defense ministry’s latest educational

material for soldiers

(dql) In response to the recent release of the latest

version of the defense ministry’s moral training

program book, a basic educational material for soldiers

[see AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4], South Korean

President Yoon Suk-yeol ordered the ministry to make

immediate corrections of the description of the island

Dokdo as a “disputed territory,” expressing strong

disapproval towards the ministry, emphasizing “this

kind of incident should never have occurred.”

Located 87.4 kilometers from Ulleungdo Island, Dokdo

Island is an isolated group of volcanic islands on the

east coast of Korea. [The Chosun Daily]

The Liancourt Rocks dispute is a territorial dispute

between Seoul and Tokyo regarding sovereignty over

the Liancourt Rocks, a group of small islets in the Sea
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of Japan, which South Korean calls Dokdo and and

Japan Takeshima respectively. North Korea also claims

sovereignty of the islands but has not pursued its claim

to the same extent as the other parties.

Taiwan: President Tsai signs Minimum

Wage Act into law

(xc) President Tsai Ing-wen has signed the Minimum

Wage Act into law, which introduces comprehensive

changes to how minimum wages are determined and

enforced in Taiwan.

Among others, the new law establishes a committee

responsible for reviewing minimum wage levels and

adopts multiple indices, including the annual

consumer price index (CPI) rise, as references for

adjusting wages. A panel will be formed to conduct

ongoing wage-related research and analysis.

Further, wages negotiated between employers and

workers must not fall below the stipulated minimum

wage. Companies violating this rule face fines of up to

about USD 47,600.

The parliament approved the bill on December 12. The

cabinet will decide the date when the new law

becomes effective. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Presidential debate focuses on

China relations amid tensions

(xc) During the televised presidential debate on

December 30, the three presidential candidates

clashed over the Taiwan’s relationship with China.

Amid heightened military and political pressures from

Beijing, the debate – coming two weeks ahead of the

presidential – spotlighted divergent approaches to

cross-strait relations among the contenders.

Vice-President Lai Ching-te, the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) candidate, emphasized

Taiwan's independence, identifying himself as a

"pragmatic worker of Taiwan independence."

He faced criticism from his opponents for potentially

undermining Taiwan's security with his independence-

stance. Hou Yu-ih of the Kuomintang (KMT) opposed

both Taiwan's independence and China's "one country,

two systems" model, advocating for maintaining close

US ties while seeking peace with China. Former Taipei

Mayor Ko Wen-je of the Taiwn People’s Party (TPP)

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-pl/


underscored the need to protect Taiwan's political

system and way of life in dealings with China.

Following the debate, Beijing, via the Xinhua news

agency, criticized Lai's confrontational stance and

accused the DPP of sabotaging peaceful cross-strait

development. [DW]

Taiwan:  Warning against foreign workers’

“electioneering”

(xc) The Workforce Development Agency (WDA) of

Taiwan's Ministry of Labor has issued a stern warning

to foreign workers regarding participation in election

activities during the upcoming 2024 Taiwan General

Election on January 13.

The warning is based on the regulations outlined in

Article 56 of the Public Officials Election and Recall Act,

which restricts election-related activities within specific

hours and prohibits foreign nationals or residents from

China, Hong Kong, or Macau from participating in

certain election activities.

Violations could result in fines up to approximately

32,500 USD.

Additionally, foreign workers could face the revocation

of their employment permit under the Employment

Service Act, deportation, and a future work ban in

Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: National Communications

Commission sets guidelines for media

coverage of upcoming elections

(xc) The National Communications Commission (NCC)

has issued directives to news media regarding the

coverage of vote counting for Taiwan's presidential and

legislative elections on January 13.

Media companies must use named, dependable

sources for stories about the vote count. News outlets

are required to display data from the Central Election

Commission, the official body responsible for election

management.

Media are allowed to correct numerical typos promptly

without facing penalties. Election-related controversies

or problems will be addressed individually.
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The NCC, election officials, and media firms have held

routine meetings before elections to clarify the rules

for live vote count coverage.

NCC officials will be present in the CEC’s response

center on election day to manage any issues arising

from inaccurate reporting. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Subsidized trips to China

restricted

(xc) The Supreme Prosecutors’ Office of Taiwan has

issued strict guidelines to curb illegal election activities,

particularly focusing on "disproportionately

subsidized" trips to China, which are believed to be

organized to influence Taiwanese voters ahead of the

January 13 presidential and legislative elections.

The Office has directed its agencies to prosecute

individuals organizing trips funded wholly or partially

by Chinese political groups or government agencies.

These trips are believed to often involve persuading

participants to vote in a specific, Beijing-friendly

manner.

Under the guidelines, those involved in such tours are

prohibited from campaigning for election candidates in

Taiwan. This includes giving speeches, holding news

conferences, or producing promotional materials.

The guidelines also cover individuals who receive

instructions or support from Chinese actors and

subsequently exert pressure on others to campaign or

vote in a particular way.

Violations could lead to prosecution under the Anti-

Infiltration Act, the Presidential and Vice Presidential

Election and Recall Act, and the Public Officials Election

and Recall Act.

These criteria were established following discussions

with law enforcement agencies and the Central

Election Commission to safeguard against Chinese

interference in Taiwan's elections.

Recent investigations into several local leaders

suspected of organizing such trips have underscored

the urgency of these measures.

For reporting suspected election interference activities

between December 11 and January 19, the public is

encouraged to call the hotline. [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan: Environmental group calls for

tightening rules for high-energy

companies

(xc) Environmental activists in Taiwan are advocating

for more stringent regulations on high-energy-use

companies to promote environmentally sustainable

practices.

Taiwan Renewable Energy Alliance suggested in a press

conference reducing the period for high-energy-use

companies to meet renewable energy obligations from

five years to three, with penalties for non-compliance.

Further, it proposed that the current threshold of

5,000 kW should be reduced to 800 kW, making more

companies subject to these regulations. Exemptions

for government agencies, schools, and transportation

sectors should be reconsidered.

Taiwan’s "Regulations for the Management of Setting

up Renewable Energy Power Generation Equipment of

Power Users above a Certain Contract Capacity,"

passed in 2021, requires companies with a capacity of

5,000 kW or more to meet renewable energy goals

within five years. About 300 high-energy-use

companies are currently covered by these regulations.

In addition, the Alliance advocates increasing the

current ten percent renewable energy production

capacity requirement to 20 percent by 2030, 30

percent by 2040, and 50 percent by 2050, in line with

Taiwan’s net-zero goal for 2025.

Chris Hsu from Green Peace criticized the Energy

Administration for not releasing a promised review

report and for the lack of transparency regarding

companies' progress in meeting regulations. Energy

Administration director Chen Chung-hsien responded

that a review report is scheduled for publication in the

next year's first quarter and that the inclusion of more

public agencies and schools is under consideration.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Preschool education union

addresses inequalities among educators

(xc) The Taiwan Early Childhood Education Union has

expressed disapproval of “unfair treatment” of

preschool teachers and childcare workers in Taiwan.

Despite the similarities in their job responsibilities,

these educators face disparities in pay and welfare.
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This complaint came after the Union conducted a poll

among its 3,000 childcare worker-members to identify

what the poll called the "Top 10 Most Absurd Issues in

Early Childhood Education."

The most voted issue, with 626 votes, was the

discriminatory system between preschool teachers

and childcare workers.

In 2012, Taiwan integrated childcare services, leading

to the restructuring of kindergartens and nurseries

into preschools for children aged 2-7. Childcare

workers are seen as "second class teachers" and do

not enjoy the same travel, professional, and

performance bonuses as teachers.

Childcare workers are governed by the Labor

Standards Act, while teachers fall under the Teachers'

Act, resulting in fewer legal protections for the former.

Childcare workers often cannot take full advantage of

their 30-minute lunch breaks due to the need to

accompany children.

The Ministry of Education acknowledged the Union's

concerns and committed to improving the salary and

benefits for childcare workers. It was announced that

childcare workers would receive the same 4 percent

wage increase as military and civil servant

counterparts starting in 2024. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Indigenous language and cultural

center receives financial support

(xc) The Council of Indigenous Peoples (CIP) of Taiwan

is making a significant investment in the preservation

and promotion of Indigenous languages and cultures.

The CIP has allocated around 55 million USD to the

Indigenous Peoples Cultural Foundation (IPCF) and

Indigenous Language Research and Development

Foundation (ILRDF) for the construction of a new

Indigenous language center in Taoyuan City.

Once operational, the center will house both the IPCF

and ILRDF, serving as a hub for language and media

initiatives focusing on Indigenous cultures. The Cabinet

plans to provide funds for equipment for an

Indigenous television station, aiming to cultivate talent

in Indigenous cultural and media arts. Located near

Taoyuan International Airport, the center will showcase

the diversity of Indigenous cultures to visitors,

enhancing Taoyuan’s reputation as a multicultural city.

[Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Defense ministry announces 5000

military personnel on duty unable to vote

(xc) The Ministry of National Defense (MND) of Taiwan

has announced that while measures are being taken to

enable the nation’s 210,000 military personnel to vote

in the upcoming January 13 presidential and legislative

elections, approximately 5,000 individuals will be

unable to do so due to on-duty commitments.

According to Captain Lee Chang-fu, deputy head of the

MND’s joint operations planning, these 5,000

servicepersons are required to be on call for potential

emergencies.

The group primarily includes personnel on active duty

on warships, special forces in mountainous regions

and offshore islands, and technical units operating

radar installations.

The number of military personnel unable to vote is

consistent with previous elections, including the

November 2022 local elections.

The current 5,000 personnel who cannot vote

constitute less than 3 percent of the total military

force. Taiwan currently does not have an absentee

ballot system, preventing servicepersons on active

duty from voting in elections. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Security measures for indigenous

submarine project to be strengthened

(xc) The Ministry of Justice Investigation Bureau (MJIB)

has signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU)

with CSBC Corporation, Taiwan, a shipbuilding

company, to enhance the security of Taiwan's

indigenous submarine project. This move comes in the

wake of concerns about potential data leaks and

cybersecurity threats.

The agreement emphasizes cybersecurity, the

safeguarding of business secrets, and the sharing of

intelligence between the MJIB and CSBC. The MOU

aims to bolster the submarine manufacturer's

capabilities in preventing data breaches. MJIB Director

General Wang Chun-li highlighted the increase in

hacker attacks targeting Taiwan's infrastructure and

key industries. He noted that CSBC, due to its

innovative research and development, was among the

companies at risk. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Army enhances combat

capabilities with live-fire exercise

(xc) Taiwan's military is enhancing its readiness with a

series of live-fire exercises, with the latest being

conducted by the 58th Artillery Command of the Tenth

Army Corps near the Dajia River in Taichung.

The exercise aimed to apply soldiers' field and

weapons training under battlefield conditions,

particularly in a beachfront setting. Soldiers engaged in

multiple firing rounds to improve their shooting pace

and ability to target multiple objectives simultaneously.

This exercise follows a similar drill conducted on

December 26 at Guanyin Beach in Taoyuan by the

Army’s 249th mechanized infantry brigade.

Both exercises emphasized beach combat and

coastline defense, with special attention to maintaining

weapon functionality amidst challenging conditions like

sand infiltration. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Kang Ding-class frigate upgraded

(xc) Taiwan is enhancing its naval capabilities with

significant upgrades to its Kang Ding-class frigates. The

Cheng De, the first vessel in this class to receive the

upgrade, is undergoing a combat system

enhancement.

The Cheng De will be equipped with advanced combat

systems and radars. Its Sea Chaparral missiles are

being replaced with domestically manufactured Sea

Sword II air-defense missiles. The Hua Yang vertical

launch system (VLS) will be installed at the bow to

launch Hsiung Feng anti-ship missiles.

The National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and

Technology – Taiwan's state-owned corporation active

in the development, manufacturing, support, and

sustainment of various weapons systems and dual use

technologies – is tasked with upgrading all six ships in

the class, with completion expected by 2030.

Two light frigates will be delivered to the navy in

October 2026. Following successful naval trials, there is

a potential order for 10 more light frigates. The new

2,500-ton prototypes will focus on anti-air and anti-

submarine operations.

The Navy’s current fleet includes 22 frigates: 10 Cheng

Kung-class frigates, six Kang Ding-class frigates, and six

Chi Yang-class frigates. [Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Election Commission

approves 20,773 local observers to

monitor election

(kb) The Election Commission (EC) of Bangladesh has

approved 20,773 local election observers for the

upcoming parliamentary election on January 7. Among

them, 517 observers received approval centrally, while

20,256 were approved at the field level.

The EC emphasizes that observers must not be

affiliated with any political party or serve as polling

agents, and only authorized observers can use vehicles

with 'Election Commission Observer' stickers. [Prothom

Alo]

Bangladesh: Foreign Secretary optimistic

about fair election; addresses potential

sanction

(kb) Bangladesh's Foreign Secretary, Masud Bin

Momen, expressed optimism about the upcoming

national election scheduled for January 7, stating his

confidence that it will be conducted in a fair and festive

atmosphere. During an exchange of views with leaders

of the Diplomatic Correspondents Association

Bangladesh (DCAB), he reassured that there is no need

for anxiety or fear regarding potential sanctions post-
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election, and if any sanctions arise, Bangladesh is

prepared to face them. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Government has no intention

to ban main opposition BNP, law minister

says

(lm) In an interview, Bangladesh’s Law Minister Anisul

Huq clarified several points related to the upcoming

parliamentary election and the party's stance towards

the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).

Most notably, Huq clarified that while the government

and party officials have labeled the BNP as "illegal" due

to its alleged history of violence and recent incidents of

arson and vandalism, this does not necessarily imply

an intention to ban the party at this time. He

emphasized that their focus is on holding the election,

and any action regarding BNP would be considered

after the election. [Prothom Alo]

Regarding the aggressive language used towards the

opposition, Minister Huq defended it as a means of

stating the truth about BNP's activities. He argued that

it is essential to inform the public honestly, and the

fairness and inclusivity of the election will be judged by

the people. On the topic of expedited trials of BNP

leaders and activists, Minister Huq explained that this

is part of an effort to reduce case backlogs in the

judiciary and denied any political interference in the

judicial process.

He also disputed BNP's claim of over 20,000 arrests,

stating that, according to the police, the number is

around 10,000 to 12,000, and no one was arrested

without specific allegations. Furthermore, Minister Huq

downplayed the impact of BNP's non-cooperation

movement and boycott of the election, expressing

confidence in the election's credibility.

Bangladesh: Nobel laureate Yunus

convicted of violating labor laws,

sentenced to six months in prison

(kb) Nobel Laureate Mohammad Yunus and three

other executives of Grameen Telecom have been

sentenced to six months in prison in a case from 2021

over allegations including improper contracts and non-

payment of benefits to workers. Yunus and the three

others, who deny the allegations, were granted a

month’s bail during which time they plan to appeal.

[Financial Times] [The Guardian]
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Yunus’s allies have alleged that the case is part of a

campaign by Bangladeshi authorities to vilify Yunus,

one of the country’s most high-profile figures and a

bitter and longtime rival of Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina. Using a similar language, Amnesty International

has criticized the conviction, stating it is an abuse of

labor laws and the justice system, suggesting it's a

form of political retaliation. [The Business Standard]

Meanwhile, Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen has

stated that the sentence for Yunus and the three other

senior officials will not impact relations between

Bangladesh and the United States. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Human rights violations raise

concerns, call for independent

investigations

(kb) Two human rights organizations in Bangladesh,

the Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation (MSF) and

the Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), presented data on

human rights violations in 2023, indicating concerning

trends. [Prothom Alo]

According to MSF, there was a slight drop in

extrajudicial killings, with 7 deaths in 15 crossfire

incidents in 2023, compared to 15 deaths in 22

incidents in 2022. However, deaths in jail custody

nearly doubled, rising from 65 in 2022 to 105 in 2023.

Additionally, 13 people died in police custody, two in

Rapid Action Battalions’ (RAB) custody, and three in

Detective Branch’s (DB) custody.

The ASK has called for the formation of a neutral

commission to investigate allegations of extrajudicial

killings. The organizations emphasize the importance

of protecting citizens' fundamental rights, as

guaranteed by the constitution and the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights.

Bangladesh: Reported drop in poverty

rate sparks skepticism among experts

(kb) The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) has

released data from its Household Income and

Expenditure Survey 2022, claiming that the overall

poverty rate in the country has decreased from 24.3

percent in 2016 to 18.7 percent in 2022, with the

extreme poverty rate falling from 12.9 percent to 5.6

percent. [Prothom Alo]
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However, these figures have been met with skepticism,

as experts question how the poverty rate could have

decreased when the country has been experiencing

high inflation for the past two years, leading to

reduced food consumption by lower-income families.

There are also concerns about the accuracy of the

data, as the poverty rate in Barishal, known as the

"granary" of Bangladesh, is reported to be the highest

in the country. Experts suggest that adjusting

household income for inflation would provide a more

accurate picture of the poverty situation.

Bangladesh: Highest interest rate for

bank loans soars to 11.89 points

(kb) The interest rate for bank loans in Bangladesh has

increased to 11.89 percent at the beginning of the

year, up from 11.47 percent at the end of 2023. This

increase came as the interest rate for government

loans also rose, affecting the interest rate for bank

loans for the general population, which has been fixed

based on government loan interest rates since July.

[Prothom Alo]

The Bangladesh Bank introduced the SMART (Six

Months Moving Average Rate of Treasury Bill) interest

rate system to meet International Monetary Fund

conditions and control inflation. The SMART interest

rate, calculated based on treasury and bonds, was 8.14

percent in December, allowing banks to add up to 3.75

percent interest, resulting in the overall 11.89 percent

rate.

Bangladesh: Economists optimistic about

global economy in 2024, but country faces

challenges ahead

(kb) While global economists and institutions are

predicting a brighter economic outlook for 2024,

according to an opinion piece in Prothom Alo,

Bangladesh faces economic challenges, including high

inflation, a declining foreign currency reserve, and a

liquidity crisis. [Prothom Alo]

The commentator underscores the need for

substantial economic reforms mandated by the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) as a prerequisite for

a USD 4.7 billion loan. These reforms involve cutting

taxes, adjusting fuel prices, justifying subsidies,

reducing default loans, and improving financial

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-mr/


transparency. Concerns are raised about the

government's capacity to effectively implement these

reforms and meet IMF requirements in the coming

year.

The article also emphasizes the urgency of boosting

investment, addressing the energy crisis, and clarifying

the management of political and economic controls,

particularly post the January 7 election. The conclusion

expresses hope that the new government will prioritize

economic development, despite the formidable

decisions and reforms that lie ahead.

Bangladesh considers ‘geopolitical issue’

over possible Chinese involvement in

Teesta River development

(kb/lm) Bangladesh has indicated that it will consider

India's concerns, particularly with regard to China's

involvement near the strategically vital Siliguri

Corridor, known as the "Chicken's Neck," in response

to recent statements made by China's ambassador to

Dhaka concerning Beijing's participation in Teesta River

development projects. The Siliguri Corridor is a narrow

strip of Indian territory that connects northeastern

India to the rest of the country and holds great

strategic significance for India. [Prothom Alo] [The

Indian Express]

The Teesta River originates in the eastern Himalayas in

the Indian state of Sikkim and flows through the Indian

states of West Bengal and Assam before entering

Bangladesh. It has long been a contentious issue

between the neighboring states, with both countries

seeking to maximize their access to and utilization of

the river's water resources.

On December 21, Ambassador Yao Wen said Beijing

had already received several proposals from

Bangladesh on development projects relating to Teesta

River and the country aims to commence work after

the January 7 polls.

India: Plea in Supreme Court seeks

‘independent, transparent’ system to

appoint election commissioners

(lm) A writ petition has been filed in the Supreme Court

to halt the implementation of a new law concerning

the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner

and Election Commissioners. The petition argues for
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the establishment of an independent and transparent

system for the selection of these officials and seeks to

enjoin the implementation of the gazette notification

rolling out The Chief Election Commissioner and the

other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Condition

of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023. [The Hindu]

The new law alters the appointment process, removing

the Chief Justice of India from the selection committee

and granting the government more control over the

process. In doing so, it contradicts the Supreme Court's

direction that the ECI members should be selected by a

panel consisting of the Prime Minister, the Leader of

the Opposition, and the Chief Justice of India (CJI). [AiR

No. 52, December/2023, 4]

India: Central government declares

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat unlawful association

for five years

(fd/lm) India’s home affairs ministry has declared

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, Jammu and Kashmir (TeH), an

“Unlawful Association” for five years under the

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. TeH is one of the

constituents of the All Party Hurriyat Conference

(APHC) founded by separatist Syed Ali Shah Geelani,

who passed away in 2021. [The Hindu 1] [The Hindu 2]

Home Minister Amit Shah declared that the

organization engages in illicit actions aimed at dividing

Jammu and Kashmir from India and instituting Islamic

governance. The group is also identified for

disseminating anti-India propaganda and sustaining

acts of terror that promote secessionism in Jammu and

Kashmir. He emphasized that, under Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's policy against terrorism, any

individual or entity involved in anti-India pursuits will

be promptly dealt with. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court forms panel to

decide on adjournment standard

operating procedure

(fd) India’s Supreme Court has formed a panel of

judges to decide on a standard operating procedure

(SOP) for lawyers seeking adjournment of proceedings.

Suggestions on the issue are taken from the Bar and

other stakeholders by January 2. The SOP is the result

of the Supreme Court Bar Association and the

Supreme Court Advocate on Record Association
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flagging the issue of the practice of circulation of

adjournment slips' discontinuation. [The Hindu]

India: Suspension of opposition

lawmakers extends beyond last

Parliament sitting

(fd) For the first time in Indian parliamentary history,

the suspension of opposition lawmakers, most of

whom were suspended until the end of the session,

has not been lifted. This is because both Houses of

Parliament adjourned sine-die on December 21, but

they have not yet been prorogued. The official

notification to prorogue the two Houses is expected to

be issued in the coming days, according to

parliamentary sources. [The Hindu]

Out of the 146 MPs who were suspended from both

Houses, 132 were suspended until "the remainder of

the Session." Three MPs from the lower house and 11

MPs from the upper house have been suspended

pending the report of the Privileges Committees of

their respective Houses.

Informed sources have indicated that this marks the

first instance in Indian parliamentary history where the

phrase "remainder of the Session" has been

interpreted as extending until the day the

parliamentary session is prorogued by the order of the

President of India, rather than ending on the last

sitting day. This departure from established practice

has surprised some opposition MPs, who expected the

suspension to be revoked on the last day of the

session, as traditionally done.

India: Rahul Gandhi to start pilgrimage

from Manipur to Mumbai on January 14

(fd) The leader of India’s main opposition Congress

party, Rahul Gandhi, is set to embark on a pilgrimage,

the Bharat Nyay Yatra, on January 14, covering 85

districts in 14 states and culminating on March 20. The

yatra will start from Imphal, Manipur, and end in

Mumbai, involving bus travel with intermittent walking

stretches. It will focus on social, economic, and political

justice, similar to the previous Bharat Jodo Yatra, which

focused on economic disparities, polarization, and

dictatorship. [Times of India]

Gandhi's upcoming Bharat Nyay Yatra is set to

prioritize the states of Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat, both
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politically significant. While the final route is yet to be

decided, sources suggest that Rahul Gandhi may

spend nearly a week in both these states. Uttar

Pradesh holds 80 seats in Parliament’s lower house,

and Gujarat has been a stronghold of Prime Minister

Modi’s ruling BJP since 1998. [Hindustan Times]

India: Pegasus spyware found on phones

of journalists

(fd/lm) An Amnesty International investigation has

revealed that the Pegasus spyware was repeatedly

used to target several journalists in India, including

Anand Mangnale, South Asia Editor at OCCRP, and

Siddharth Varadarajan, Founding Editor of The Wire.

[Amnesty International]

Pegasus, developed by the Israeli cyber-intelligence

firm NSO Group, infiltrates mobile devices, granting

hackers remote access to messages, calls, emails,

photos, and passwords. The spyware was reportedly

used via its "zero-click" insertion method, allowing it to

be installed without any action from the device owner.

The NSO Group denied direct involvement, stating that

they sell their products to law enforcement and state

governments.

While there is no clear evidence of Indian authorities

using Pegasus against journalists, officials under Prime

Minister Narendra Modi reportedly took action against

Apple after it sent notifications to targeted journalists.

Apple had alerted around 20 individuals in India,

including journalists, about being targeted by

government-backed cyberattacks.

India: Jammu and Kashmir court declares

23 Pakistan-based terrorists proclaimed

offenders

(lm) A court in the Jammu and Kashmir union territory

has declared 23 terrorists from Kishtwar district, who

are believed to be operating from Pakistan and

Pakistan-administered Kashmir, as proclaimed

offenders. The special Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Act (UAPA) court in Doda has given these individuals a

month to appear before it in connection with cases

registered against them. If they fail to appear, their

properties will be attached. [The Indian Express]
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India: Probe launched into suspected

human trafficking after 276 nationals

grounded in France return home

(lm) An investigation has been launched in India

regarding how 303 Indian nationals ended up on a

chartered flight that was grounded in France due to

suspected human trafficking. Many of the passengers

were from the western Indian state of Gujarat;

authorities are working to determine who facilitated

their travel. [The Straits Times]

French authorities received a tip-off and stopped the

plane on December 22 during a refueling stopover in

northeastern France. The flight had taken off from the

United Arab Emirates, with 11 unaccompanied minors

among the passengers. [AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4]

The flight was operated by Romania's Legend Airlines,

and the client who chartered the plane has not been

disclosed. Two passengers are under investigation in

France for suspected people smuggling, and 25 others

remain in France to apply for asylum.

India: Nearly 29,000 complaints of crimes

against women received in 2023; over 50

percent from Uttar Pradesh

(lm) India’s National Commission for Women (NCW)

received 28,811 complaints of crimes against women

in the past year, with approximately 55 percent of

them originating from Uttar Pradesh state. The

majority of complaints were related to harassment

(other than domestic violence), followed by domestic

violence, dowry harassment, molestation, police

apathy against women, and rape. [The Hindu]

Uttar Pradesh had the highest number of complaints

at 16,109, followed by Delhi, Maharashtra, Bihar,

Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,

West Bengal, and Karnataka. While the number of

complaints has decreased compared to the previous

year, it remains higher than in previous years.

India: Prime Minister Modi inaugurates

new projects in Tamil Nadu

(lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

dedicated completed projects and laid the foundation

stone for new ones worth USD 240 million in Tamil

Nadu. During his address, he expressed his support for
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the people of Tamil Nadu who were affected by recent

rains and floods, and he praised Desiya Murpokku

Dravida Kazhagam (DMDK) leader Vijayakant, who

recently passed away, for his contributions to both

cinema and politics. [The Hindu]

India: Gunmen open fire on villagers in

India’s Manipur, 3 killed

(lm) Gunmen wearing camouflage fatigues opened fire

on villagers in Manipur, India's northeastern state, on

January 1, resulting in at least three deaths and five

serious injuries. The recent attack occurred in the

Lilong area of Thoubal district, prompting authorities

to re-impose an indefinite curfew in several districts.

[The Straits Times]

This incident is part of ongoing violence in the region

that began in May 2023 when clashes erupted between

the majority Meitei and minority Kuki communities.

The violence stemmed from a court order suggesting

that privileges granted to Kukis also be extended to

Meiteis. Manipur, with a population of 3.2 million,

borders Myanmar and has faced ethnic tensions, with

Kukis living in the hills and Meiteis in the more

prosperous lowlands.

The Maldives: 12 lawmakers from main

opposition MDP defect to ruling PNC

(lm) A group of 12 lawmakers from the Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP), the main opposition party,

have announced their decision to join the ruling

People’s National Congress (PNC), the second such

defection within a year. [bnn]

The decision of MDP lawmakers to switch allegiance is

attributed to various factors, including discontent over

the party's selection process for certain constituencies

in the upcoming parliamentary election and the

decision not to provide financial support to members

contesting the election.

In response to the defections, the MDP has accused

the government of attempting to influence the balance

of power by offering bribes to gain support from

parliamentarians. Currently, the opposition holds the

majority in parliament, which is required to initiate the

removal of the president or vice-president. The

departure of MDP lawmakers may impact the party's

ability to exercise this constitutional power.
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Furthermore, the MDP parliamentary group has

expressed its intention to reintroduce the Anti-

Defection Act, a law that would lead to the

disqualification of members changing political parties

from their parliamentary seats. [The edition]

Previously, the Anti-Defection Act had been enacted

during the administration of former President Abdulla

Yameen but was revoked on November 1, 2018, after

Yameen's defeat in the 2018 presidential election. The

majority of the Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM)

wished to retain the law, but it was repealed with the

endorsement of the MDP members during the

transition period.

The Maldives: Government plans to

reinstate death penalty

(lm) The Maldives government declared its intention on

December 20 to revive the use of the death penalty,

ending a de facto moratorium that had been in place

since the 1950s. This decision has raised significant

concerns among international and domestic human

rights organizations. [The edition]

The last time capital punishment was executed in the

Maldives was in 1953. Although the Maldives' penal

code allows for the death penalty for murderers, the

country faces significant international pressure when it

comes to implementing such verdicts.

Nepal: Coalition to decide on sharing

seats in Parliament’s upper house

(lm) The Nepali Congress, the largest party in Nepal’s

Parliament, has decided to maintain its alliance with

partners of the ruling coalition for the upcoming

elections to Parliament’s upper house on January 25.

Discussions on the allocation of candidacies and seat-

sharing are underway among the top leaders of the

ruling parties, with plans to reach a conclusion soon.

[The Kathmandu Post]

There are 20 members in the upper house, including

the chairperson, whose terms expire on March 3.

While one member was nominated by the President,

elections will be conducted for the remaining 19 seats.

The main opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (UML) has seven lawmakers

with terms ending in March, the Nepali Congress has

four, the CPN (Maoist Centre) has three, the CPN
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(Unified Socialist) has two, and the Janata Samajbadi

Party has one. There is also an independent lawmaker.

The ruling parties are discussing the allocation of seats

currently held by the CPN-UML among themselves. The

Nepali Congress aims to secure half of the total 20

seats, while the Maoist Centre and the Unified Socialist

are demanding seven and four seats, respectively. The

Janata Samajbadi Party claims two seats, and other

smaller ruling parties are also staking their claims.

The election process will involve nominations on

January 7, distribution of election symbols on January

12, and a 10-day campaign period leading up to the

election. The vacant positions will be filled based on

provincial clusters, with varying vacancies in different

provinces.

Nepal: Nepali Congress working

committee members slam party’s

ministers

(lm) A meeting of the central working committee of the

Nepali Congress has focused on assessing the

performance of the party's ministers in the current

government. Many committee members criticized the

ministers for not delivering satisfactory results and

called for clear criteria for selecting candidates for the

upcoming elections to Parliament’s upper house. [The

Kathmandu Post]

The party is considering a Cabinet reshuffle, with the

understanding that it falls within the prime minister's

discretion. However, some party leaders argued that

replacing ministers might not be the best solution and

suggested motivating them to improve. There were

also discussions about formulating a party policy for

engaging with other political parties and defining the

party's stance towards opposition parties.

Nepal: Rastriya Janamat Party chief CK

Raut, 50 others arrested

(lm) Over 50 people, including Jamanat Party President

CK Raut, who is a federal lawmaker, were arrested by

the police in Maitighar. They were taken into custody

for attempting to stage a protest in an area where

protests were prohibited. The group was marching to

demand the observance of 'Dhoti Day' alongside

'Dhaka Topi Day' on the first day of the English

calendar. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Fatal clashes erupt during protest

over Korean language test

(lm) Two Nepali youths aspiring to work in South Korea

were killed in Balkumari during clashes between police

and protesters. The protesters were frustrated as they

were prevented from reapplying for a Korean language

test they had previously failed, which was a

requirement for manufacturing jobs in South Korea.

The situation escalated when Minister for Physical

Infrastructure and Transport, Prakash Jwala, arrived at

the scene, resulting in his car being set on fire. He was

subsequently rescued by the police. All 73 individuals

who were initially arrested during the demonstration

have already been released without charges being filed

against them. [The Himalayan Times 1] [The Himalayan

Times 2]

The incident prompted criticism of Deputy Prime

Minister and Home Minister Narayan Kaji Shrestha and

Minister Jwala, with both officials engaging in a blame

game rather than taking responsibility during a session

of the State Affairs and Good Governance Committee

under Parliament’s lower house on January 1. [The

Kathmandu Post]

In response to the incident, the parliamentary

committee has directed the government to conduct an

investigation into Minister Jwala and the Ministry of

Labour, Employment, and Social Security. Several

government officials, including the director of the EPS

section of the Department of Foreign Employment,

have been suspended in connection with the incident.

Nepal: Bhutanese refugee leader released

on bail in fake refugee scam

(lm) Teknath Rijal, a Bhutanese refugee leader, has

been released on bail following the court verdict in a

case related to a fake Bhutanese refugee scam. He had

been detained for seven months during the trial, and

the High Court Patan ordered his release on a bail

amount of Rs 1.5 million (roughly USD 11,200). Rijal is

required to appear before the Kathmandu District

Court on January 5. [The Kathmandu Post]

The case revolves around a corruption scandal that

implicates several high-ranking political figures in the

country. They were involved in fraudulently certifying

Nepali citizens as Bhutanese refugees and facilitating
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their resettlement in the United States. Those under

investigation include a former deputy prime minister,

former home ministers, a former home secretary, a

former police chief, notable Bhutanese refugee rights

activists, and even family members of political leaders.

Nepal: Media faces press freedom threat

amid financial crisis and layoffs

(lm) In 2023, Nepali media grappled with a significant

financial crisis that posed a threat to press freedom.

The decline in the advertising market resulted in

widespread layoffs across media organizations. A

report from Freedom Forum revealed the closure of

approximately 100 media outlets and the resignation

of 243 media personnel. [The Himalayan Times]

Additionally, the report underscored various

challenges, including the migration of advertisements

to digital platforms, labor disputes, issues related to

social media management, and the proliferation of

misinformation. It documented 52 press freedom

violations during the year, impacting 59 media

professionals, with 8 percent being female and 92

percent male.

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court stays

cipher trial against ex-Premier Khan till

January 11

(mha) The Islamabad High Court has granted a stay in

the trial against former Prime Minister Imran Khan and

his deputy, ex-Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood

Qureshi involving charges related to the disclosure of

classified information involving the United States while

they were in office. This decision was made due to

concerns that the trial was being conducted on a day-

to-day basis, and by the time the case was decided, the

trial court would have completed its proceedings. [The

News] [Pakistan Observer]

The charges against Khan and Qureshi stem from a

classified cable sent to Islamabad by Pakistan's

ambassador in Washington in March 2022. Khan

alleged that this cable documented the US' role in

orchestrating the downfall of his government a month

later, with the assistance of Pakistan's powerful

military.
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Pakistan: PTI senior Qureshi rearrested

after Supreme Court grants bail in cipher

case

(lm) A Rawalpindi court on December 26 rejected a

plea by Punjab police seeking the custody of

opposition PTI deputy Shah Mahmood Qureshi and

sent the senior politician and former foreign minister

to jail on 14-day judicial remand in a fresh case linked

to the May 9 riots. Qureshi was previously released on

post-arrest bail in the so-called cipher case but was

manhandled and re-arrested outside Adiala Jail in

connection with the May 9 attack on the General

Headquarters. He is now facing multiple cases related

to these incidents. [Pakistan Observer]

Against the backdrop of these developments, Qureshi’s

daughter has written to the Election Commission to

protest against the “illegal arrest” of her father. She

urged the Chief Election Commissioner to take action

on this matter, arguing that the way Qureshi was

treated could affect the transparency of the general

elections in February. [ARY]

In separate incidents, Khurram Latif Khosa, the son of

PTI leader and former Punjab governor Latif Khosa,

was arrested on December 31. He and a group of

lawyers had physically confronted two police officers,

brandished weapons, and confiscated official files and

a wireless set. [Samaa]

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Khan’s nomination

papers for elections rejected by Election

Commission

(lm) Pakistan's Election Commission (ECP) has rejected

former Prime Minister Imran Khan's nomination to

contest the 2024 parliamentary elections. Khan is

currently serving a three-year prison sentence for

corruption and has been barred from politics for five

years by the ECP. However, he still filed nomination

papers for the upcoming elections scheduled for

February 8. [Pakistan Observer] [Al Jazeera] [The

Guardian]

Election officials rejected Khan's candidacy on the

grounds of his conviction and his disqualification

under the Constitution. Additionally, the ECP rejected

nomination papers submitted by other senior

members of Khan's party, including Shah Mahmood

Qureshi, the vice-chairman of the PTI party.
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In notable contrast, the ECP accepted nomination

papers from former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who

recently had two graft convictions overturned by a

court. However, Sharif still faces a life ban on holding

public office, which must be removed for him to qualify

as a candidate. A hearing on the ban is scheduled for

January.

On a lighter note, a court on December 29 granted

permission for leaders of the PTI to hold election

consultations with Khan in the high-security prison in

Rawalpindi. Although the attorney-general raised

objections to the plea, the court ruled in favor of the

PTI, emphasizing the fundamental right to hold

consultations over elections. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Upper house passes resolution

to impose strict punishments over anti-

army propaganda

(lm) Pakistan's upper house of parliament has passed a

resolution allowing for strict punishment against those

involved in spreading propaganda against the

country's army and other security forces. The

resolution calls for 10 years of imprisonment for

individuals engaged in malicious campaigns against the

armed forces. [Pakistan Observer]

Pakistan: Supreme Court adjourns

hearing of plea against delimitation till

after the polls

(lm) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has adjourned the

hearing of a petition against the delimitation of

constituency NA-165 (Bahawalpur-II) until after the

election. The court stated that the election would

proceed based on the delimitations in place before the

issuance of the election schedule. [The News

International]

Pakistan: Upcoming election under

scrutiny amid pre-poll rigging charges

(lm) Human rights groups and independent monitors

in Pakistan have raised concerns about the integrity

and credibility of the upcoming parliamentary elections

scheduled for February 8. They cite a crackdown on the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, the largest

political party in the country according to public polls,
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and increased media censorship as reasons for their

apprehension. [Voice of America]

These observers allege manipulation of the electoral

landscape and the systematic dismemberment of the

PTI, raising questions about the military's influence in

the electoral process. They also argue that eliminating

or limiting the PTI's participation in the elections would

not lead to political stability in Pakistan and may not be

acceptable to the international community.

Pakistan: Assets of 27 senators not filed

with Election Commission

(lm) The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has

named 28 senators who failed to submit their

statements of assets and liabilities, including ex-Prime

Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani and former Senate

chair Mian Raza Rabbani. They have been given until

January 15 to comply, or their membership will be

suspended under Section 137 (3) of the Elections Act,

2017. [The News International]

The ECP also mentioned that the case of former

members of the Senate, National Assembly, and

provincial assemblies with outstanding statements will

be presented to the commission for appropriate action

if not received by January 15.

Pakistan: Faizabad sit-in inquiry

commission summons former ISI chief

Gen Faiz for second time

(lm) Lt Gen (R) Faiz Hameed, the former Director-

General of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), was set

to appear before an inquiry commission set up by the

Pakistani government to investigate the facilitators of

the Faizabad sit-in staged by Tehreek-e-Labbaik

Pakistan (TLP), a far-right Islamic extremist political

party. The commission had summoned him for January

2 in response to a notice after the first one went

undelivered. [The News International]

The three-member commission, which includes two

former police officers and an additional secretary of

the interior, aims to conclude the inquiry within two

months. Faiz Hameed has faced scrutiny over

allegations that he played a role in facilitating the sit-in,

which took place over five years ago and lasted for

over a month.
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Pakistan: 1.15 million illegal foreigners

still in the country, Senate is told

(lm) Approximately 1.15 million illegal foreigners are

currently residing in Pakistan, with efforts ongoing to

identify and repatriate them, according to information

provided to the Senate. The majority of these illegal

foreigners are Afghans who do not possess valid legal

documents authorizing their stay in the country. [DND]

Since authorities began repatriating foreign nationals

without a valid Pakistani visa, or who have overstayed

their Pakistani visa by more than a year, to their

country of origin in November last year, around

541,210 have been repatriated, with 271,985 returning

through Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 159,161 through

Balochistan. Additionally, 110,064 foreigners have left

the country, as recorded by other systems.

Pakistan 1 militant attack every 14 hours

in 2023, with 976 people killed, report

claims

(lm) The Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security

Studies has reported a significant increase in militant

attacks in Pakistan in 2023, with a 70 percent rise in

attacks, an 81 percent increase in attack-related

deaths, and a 62 percent increase in the number of

wounded individuals. [South China Morning Post]

There were at least 645 militant attacks in 2023,

resulting in 976 deaths and 1,354 injuries. Most of the

attacks were claimed by the Pakistani Taliban, which is

distinct from the Afghan Taliban but shares a similar

ideology. Pakistan alleges that the group launches

attacks from alleged hideouts in Afghanistan's border

region, a charge denied by Kabul. The surge in violence

is linked to the Afghan Taliban's takeover of

Afghanistan in 2021, and the situation is expected to

worsen as Pakistan heads into elections next month.

Pakistan: Military reports killing of five

individuals near Afghan border

(lm) Pakistan's military conducted an "intelligence-

based" raid in North Waziristan, killing five militants

and a key commander involved in attacks on security

forces. The militant group targeted in the raid was not

named, but the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
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confirmed the attack on its hideout and reported the

deaths of four members while claiming to inflict heavy

casualties on the military forces. [Voice of America]

Pakistan: Successful test flight of Fatah-II

rocket system conducted

(mha) Pakistan has announced the successful flight

test of the Fatah-II guided multi-launch rocket system

(MLRS). The Fatah-II is equipped with advanced

avionics and navigation systems and is capable of

engaging targets with high precision at a range of up to

400 kilometers. This test comes more than two years

after the launch of the Fatah-1 MLRS. [Dawn] [The

Nation]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe

appoints new members to Anti-

Corruption Commission

(lm) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

appointed Justice W. M. N. P. Iddawala as the new

Chairman of the Commission to Investigate Allegations

of Bribery or Corruption. Chethiya Goonesekera and K

Bernard Rajapakse have also been appointed as other

members of the Commission, with the appointments

effective from January 1. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe to

make critical statement on reconciliation

by March

(lm) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

announced that he will make a critical statement on

reconciliation by March, which will coincide with the

52nd session of the United Nations Human Rights

Council. He emphasized the importance of protecting

the freedom of expression, particularly on matters not

related to terrorism or attempts to incite a revolution,

and stated that consultations with religious and

political leaders will take place before the

comprehensive statement is made in February or

March. [Colombo Gazette]

Additionally, the President mentioned the preparation

of a draft law to regulate Madrasa schools and

highlighted the challenges of building a stable

economy and addressing the ethnic problem in the

nation. He extended an open invitation to all political
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parties to work together to achieve these goals and

reaffirmed his commitment to safeguarding the rights

of all citizens.

The President also mentioned efforts to rectify the

displacement of individuals based on the 1985 map

and address the missing persons issue.

Sri Lanka: Court mandates security

measures for former Criminal

Investigation Department chief

(lm) The Court of Appeal has directed Sri Lankan

security authorities to provide immediate protection to

Shani Abeysekera, the former Director of the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID), in response to a writ

petition he filed citing concerns over threats to his life.

[News First]

Sri Lanka: Senior SLFP lawmaker joins

opposition SJB

(lm) Shan Wijayalal de Silva, a senior member of the Sri

Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), has joined the opposition

Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB). Wijayalal de Silva has

previously served as the Chief Minister of the Southern

Province and as the Governor of the Eastern Province.

[Colombo Gazettee]

Sri Lanka: Surge in police raids creates

overcrowding chaos in prisons

(lm) Prisons in Sri Lanka are facing severe

overcrowding issues, with around 30,000 inmates

currently detained across the country's 30 prisons,

despite these facilities being designed to hold only

approximately 13,000 inmates. [Daily Mirror]

Over half of the prisoners in Sri Lanka are awaiting

trial, leading to prolonged detentions due to delays in

the legal process. The recent crackdown on drug and

underworld activities has resulted in the arrest of

nearly 15,000 suspects, exacerbating the overcrowding

problem [see AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4].

To address this issue, authorities are seeking

temporary solutions within the prisons, moving some

inmates to prison camps, and working to expedite the
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release of individuals held for minor offenses after

their court hearings.

Sri Lanka: Health Ministry receives 600

complaints regarding medical negligence

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Health Minister Ramesh Pathirana has

revealed that approximately 600 complaints are

lodged annually involving health staff, including

doctors. He expressed concern about the consistent

influx of complaints related to medical negligence in

the health sector and highlighted the need for

heightened dedication from health sector

professionals. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: No government can deviate

from current IMF path, central bank

governor says

(lm) Sri Lanka's Central Bank Governor, Nandalal

Weerasinghe, has stated that any government has the

option to renegotiate the International Monetary Fund

(IMF) program, but it must follow the current path to

continue receiving international support. He

emphasized that if the chosen path is deviated from,

international support may be withdrawn. [Daily Mirror]

The IMF program began in September of the previous

year, with negotiations ongoing before each

disbursement. Weerasinghe stressed the importance

of adhering to the program during the 10-year period

of debt restructuring, as changes could affect debt

relief agreements with foreign governments and

commercial entities.
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Cambodia: 464 candidates to compete in

Senate Election

(pm) The National Election Committee (NEC)

announced that 464 candidates from four political

parties have registered to contest in the upcoming

Senate Election.

The political parties include the Cambodian People’s

Party (CPP), Khmer Will Party (KWP), National Power

Party (NPP), and Funcinpec.

Each party has 116 candidates, with both men and

women partaking in the election.

The election campaign will start from February 10 to

23, 2024. The fifth senate election will be held on

February 25, preliminary results will follow on the

same day. The NEC will announce the official results on

April 2.

Fifty-eight out of the 62 Senate seats are elected every

six years by the commune councilors from eight

constituencies and members of the National Assembly.

The King and National Assembly will nominate two

Senate members each. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Date of appeal hearing of

former

(dql) January 30 has been set by the Phnom Penh

Appeal Court as date for the appeal hearing of Kem

Sokha, the former leader of the court-dissolved

Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP).

In March 2023, he was sentenced last year by the

lower court to 27 years in prison after being found

guilty of treason. He was also banned from political

activity and meeting anyone apart from family

members.
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Kem’s lawyers insist that the verdict against Kem

Sookha was unjust and violated both Cambodian and

international laws. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: New disability management

system and database launched

(pm) The Cambodian Ministry of Social Affairs has

recently introduced the “Disability Identification

Database”. The ministry surveyed the number of

people with disabilities and managed to issue disability

identification cards.

The system will help record the details of personal

status, and individual’s type of disability. The

authorities expect the data to help them improve

policies and address the challenges that people with

disabilities face.

According to the census conducted by the Ministry of

Social Affairs from 2020 to December 2023, there are

318,473 people with disabilities. The government has

sent disability identification cards to 254,419 people.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Landmine-free by 2025

(pm) Cambodia is planning to become landmine-free

by 2050.  This was announced by the Cambodian Mine

Action and Victim Assistance Authority (CMAA) after it

confirmed that in 2023 356 sqkm of land known to be

contaminated with explosive remnants of war (ERWs)

were cleared from landmines.

The CMAA further said, USD 78 million would be

required to carry out ERW clearing operations through

2024 and 2025.

At least 200 sqkm remain uncleared minefields, which

are predominently located near border areas and in

remote rural areas. 2022 saw ten deaths and 30

injuries caused by ERWs. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: More protection of trade union

freedom demanded

(dql) Cambodian worker associations and trade unions

have submitted a petition to the president of the

National Assembly and the government to demand
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more protection for trade union freedom in the

country.

The petition highlighted current severe restrictions of

the rights and freedoms of workers and union

representatives, citing complicated union registration,

threats of criminal prosecution and discrimination

against union founders.

It also criticized infringements on the right to strike,

with courts frequently regarding strikes as unlawful

ones, even before they are conducted, and strikers

facing being illegally fired by employers. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: 398 prisoners considered for

clemency

(pm) The Ministry of Justice has confirmed to have

received requests for sentence reduction and prison

release on the occasion of Victory Day on January 7

from 398 prisoners.

The requests are under consideration. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime minister orders

increased security forces to oversee new

year celebrations

(pm) Ahead of the new celebrations, Prime Minister

Hun Manet last week ordered to increase security

forces on the days before New Year.

The order came amid calls from former opposition

leaders for people to rise against the government.

Among is exiled former opposition leader Sam Rainsy

who in a December 21 a Facebook post urged people

“stand ready to free Cambodia from the Hun Sen

dynasty which is destroying our nation and making our

people suffer.” [Sam Rainsy, Facebook] [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Riots mark retrieval of Lukas

Enembe's body in Papua

(yr) Riots occurred when the body of late former

Papuan Governor Lukas Enembe arrived for funeral

procession in Jayapura on December 28, with the

crowd being difficult to control and involved in clashes

with security forces.
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Papua Regional Police reported 14 injured victims and

25 buildings, and five vehicles burned, while 1,500

military and police personnel tried to secure the

situation. [Jakarta Post] [Kompas] [Tempo, in

Indonesian].

Enembe died on December 26, because of kidney

failure, while serving an 8-years prison sentence

handed down by the Corruption Crime Court at the

Central Jakarta District Court [Kompas, in Indonesian].

But allegations circulated among Papuans saying that

he died because he was murdered [Detik Indonesia, in

Indonesian]

In January 2023, the Indonesian Corruption Eradication

Commission (KPK) had arrested Lukas Enembe, who

was the governor of Papua at the time, because he

didn't show up to several KPK summonses related to

bribery claims. The arrest also led to riots [see AiR No.

3, January/2023, 3].

Indonesia: President Widodo dismisses

chair of anti-corruption agency

(yr) President Joko Widodo signed a Presidential

Decree to dismiss Firli Bahuri as Chair of the

Indonesian Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK)

based on consideration of Firli's resignation letter, the

decision of the KPK Supervisory Board, and the Law on

the KPK.

There were three ethical violations that Firli was found

guilty of. These included having direct contact with

people involved in the KPK's Minister of Agriculture

Syahrul Yasin Limpo corruption case and owning

foreign currencies, buildings, and other assets that are

not registered in the Indonesia State Officials' Wealth

Report [Tempo] [Antara, in Indonesian].

This decision was announced after Firli was involved in

the extortion case against Syahrul and various

previous controversies [see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4].

Indonesia: Violence in 2024 Election

Campaign

(yr) On December 30, it was recorded that five

volunteers from the National Campaign Team (TPN) of

presidential candidate Ganjar Pranowo experienced

alleged violence in Sleman, Yogyakarta and Boyolali,

Central Java Province.
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Four volunteers in Boyolali were injured on December

30 after experiencing alleged violence from the military

(TNI), while another volunteer died in Sleman on

December 30 following alleged violence from

sympathizers of another party on December 24.

The TPN is urging an investigation by the TNI and

Indonesian Police (Polri), with TNI officers involved in

the abuse currently being investigated [Kompas]

[Antara, in Indonesian].

Indonesia: Nickel workers rally for

improved safety

(jb) Hundreds of employees from Indonesia's nickel

sector rallied on December 27, urging improved safety

measures. The peaceful demonstration, led by Serikat

Pekerja Indonesia Sejahtera (SPIS) workers' union

chairman Katsaing, demanded that companies adhere

to occupational health and safety laws.

It came after a fire at a nickel plant that claimed the

lives of 19 workers and in the wake of which smelter

operations were halted as authorities investigate the

incident,

Despite the protest, operations at the Morowali

industrial park, employing 70,000 across various

companies, remain unaffected. However, labor groups

issued a strike threat should their safety concerns be

unaddressed.

As the world's top nickel producer, Indonesia has

recently banned the export of unprocessed nickel ores

to boost domestic smelting and processing. [Supply

Chain Brain]

Indonesia: Video falsely portraying

Indonesian journalist endorsing

presidential candidate circulated on social

media

(jb) A video falsely portraying Indonesian journalist

Najwa Shihab endorsing presidential candidate

Prabowo Subianto has circulated widely on social

media. The misleading clip, viewed millions of times,

distorts an original 2022 video where Najwa

mentioned three potential candidates without

expressing support.
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The edited version, shared on TikTok and other

platforms, omits crucial context, presenting a false

narrative. Najwa clarified that her hand gesture and

comments were attempts to invite Prabowo to her talk

show and should not be misconstrued as support. The

journalist emphasized her impartiality, stating she

never backs any presidential candidates.

The misleading video raises concerns amid Indonesia's

upcoming elections. [AFP Fact Check]

Indonesia: Dissolution of six state-owned

enterprises

(yr) The Ministry of State-owned Enterprises on

December 29 announced the dissolution of six state-

owned enterprises (BUMN) that had not been

operating for a long time, including PT Kertas Kraft

Aceh, PT Industri Gelas, PT Industri Sandang

Nusantara, PT Merpati Nusantara Airlines, PT Istaka

Karya, and PT Kertas Leces.

This decision is part of the transformation of BUMN

management, with a focus on fulfilling the rights of

former employees through the sale of company assets

[Kompas].

Indonesia: New tax on e-cigarettes to be

introduced

(jb) As of January 1, Indonesia is set to enforce a new

tax on electronic cigarettes, further bolstering

measures to curb vaping in the country, according to

an announcement from the finance ministry.

This move is part of Southeast Asia's largest economy's

ongoing efforts to address health concerns associated

with long-term electronic cigarette consumption.

The additional tax is fixed at 10 percent of the excise

tariff for electronic cigarettes. Indonesia, which boasts

one of the world's highest smoking rates, had

previously imposed a 57 percent excise tax on e-

cigarette essences in 2018.

The announcement has faced criticism from a group of

e-cigarette producers and customers (known as

PAVENAS). They expressed dissatisfaction with the lack

of discussion and the timing of the tax

implementation, especially given the impending

increase in excise tariffs for the product next year.
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In a statement, PAVENAS suggested the possibility of

legal action if the government proceeds with the tax.

[Detik] [Channel News Asia]

Indonesia: Subsidies for fertilizer to be

increased in 2024

(yr) President Joko Widodo ordered an increase in the

subsidized fertilizer allocation for 2024, which was

announced by the Minister of Agriculture Andi Amran

Sulaiman. This addition aims to ensure that national

food production, especially rice, is not hampered.

The Ministry of Agriculture is processing this additional

proposal to the Ministry of Finance, with a focus on

farmers in social forestry areas, farmers without Kartu

Tani (farmer ID-cards), and farmers who plant more

than once per year [Antara].

Indonesia: Students storm Rohingya

shelter

(jb) A group of Indonesian university students, donning

jackets adorned with various university insignias,

stormed a temporary shelter for Rohingya refugees in

Banda Aceh, demanding their deportation.

The incident, fuelled by an online campaign of

misinformation and hate speech, saw 137 refugees

forcibly loaded onto trucks and moved to another

location.

The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR)

condemned the act, highlighting the refugees' shock

and trauma. Rohingya, facing discrimination and abuse

in Myanmar, have sought refuge in neighboring

countries. President Joko Widodo, attributing the rise

to human trafficking, pledged temporary shelter in

collaboration with international organizations.

[Deutsche Welle]

Indonesia: More Rohingya refugees arrive

(jb) Nearly 150 Rohingya refugees, including women

and children, arrived on Karang Gadih beach in

Indonesia’s North Sumatra province after weeks at sea,

reported Binsar Bakkara on December 31, 2023. The

group, originating from the Cox Bazar refugee camp in
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Bangladesh, sailed on a rickety boat and became

stranded on a lighthouse island near Langkat district.

While some residents provided food and water to the

sick refugees, many locals expressed opposition to

their presence, fearing potential problems. Last week,

protests erupted against Rohingya arrivals, reflecting a

broader sentiment of rejection in Indonesian

communities. In Banda Aceh, Indonesian students

attacked a community hall housing 137 Rohingya,

drawing condemnation from human rights groups and

the UN refugee agency (see article above).

Indonesia, not bound by the UN's 1951 Refugee

Convention, has sought international assistance due to

a surge in Rohingya refugees departing overcrowded

camps in Bangladesh since November. The country,

along with Thailand and Malaysia, faces challenges in

managing the arrivals and addressing the concerns of

both refugees and locals [AP News]

Indonesia: Navy welcomes fleet of

domestically-built vessels

(jb) In a significant move toward bolstering its naval

capabilities, the Indonesian Navy (TNI AL) recently

welcomed a fleet of domestically-built vessels,

highlighting the country's commitment to utilizing local

products for defense purposes.

The newly acquired ships, including the 60-meter fast

patrol ship KRI Marlin and the special mission combat

boat Jefman, were constructed by Batam-based private

shipyard PT Palindo Marine Batam.

KRI Marlin, with a displacement of 520 tons and a

speed of up to 28 knots, will be assigned to the 2nd

Fleet Command, while Jefman, equipped with STANAG

Level 2 ballistic protection, will join the 3rd Fleet

Command.

Additionally, the TNI AL received a 30-meter azimuth

stern drive (ASD) harbor tug boat, TD Ranai, from PT

Noahtu Shipyard, aimed at modernizing and

expanding the tugboat fleet.

The procurement of eight tug boats reflects the Navy's

response to the growing number of large vessels in its

inventory.

Moreover, PT Citra Shipyard delivered two 29-meter

patrol boats armed with a 20mm cannon, further

strengthening Indonesia's naval presence around

bases and posts. The country is also gearing up for the
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future with the keel laying ceremony of a 105-meter

ocean-going hydro-oceanographic auxiliary ship, set to

be completed in collaboration with German shipyards

by the end of 2025.

The TNI AL has announced plans to order more patrol

ships and special mission boats, anticipating a

substantial increase in naval shipbuilding activities in

the coming years.

The move aligns with the government's ambition to

transform defense spending into a strategic defense

investment, a sentiment echoed by all presidential

candidates in the upcoming election [Naval News]

Laos: Government orders review of

effectiveness of mining projects

(wn) The Laotian government has instructed

authorities to review the effectiveness of all approved

mining projects in the country.

This comes after almost 70 out of more than 90

companies authorized to carry out pilot mining

operations performed poorly. Over the past two-and-a-

half years, more than 37,600 hectares of land were

authorized by the government for pilot mining

operations. However, the benefits have been

negligible.

Speaking at meeting held on December 26-27 and

attended by provincial governors and representatives

of state agencies, Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone

directed the sectors responsible for overseeing mining

operations to conduct a study which would serve as

basis to decide which mining projects to retain and

which to scrap. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Close aid of former prime

minister under investigation

(dql) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) had unveiled that it has launched an

investigation into Tun Abdul Daim bin Zainuddin, a

former finance minister and close ally of former Prime

Minister Mahathir Mohamad. The probe is being

carried out under laws related to abuse of power and

money laundering.

Last month, the MACC seized the 58-story Ilham

Tower, a commercial property in Kuala Lumpur

reportedly in possession of Zainuddin’s family. The
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tower is believed to be linked to an USD 645 million

state fund embezzlement case involving a corporate

figure and former senior minister [see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4]. The seizure allegedly took place

after Zainuddin refused to submit to the MACC’s

petition to declare his and his family’s financial

holdings.

Zainuddin denied all wrongdoing, accusing the MACC

and Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim of carrying out

“political witch-hunt” against him. [Jurist]

Malaysia: Prime minister calls for

cooperation between central government

and state government in tackling flood

problem

(ba) Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim

emphasized the crucial need for collaboration between

the central and state government, particularly in

Kelantan, in addressing the challenges posed by the

recent flood disasters.

During his visit to Pasir Mas, which is regularly haunted

by floods, the Prime Minister announced new

initiatives aimed at tackling the flood problem. One

notable measure is the approval of a temporary dam

construction for the Integrated River Basin

Development Project (PLSB) of Sungai Golok in Rantau

Panjang, with a budget of USD 1.3 million.

Furthermore, the Kelantan Government has

committed to expediting the land acquisition process

for the PLSB Sungai Golok Phase 2 project.

Additionally, efforts will be intensified to facilitate the

procurement process for five new flood mitigation

projects in Kelantan, totaling USD 198 million,

scheduled to commence next year. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Communication minister calls

for disclosure of information about USD

152 million advertising spending of

previous administrations

(ba) The public deserves transparency regarding the

utilization of USD 152 million allocated for

advertisements and publicity during the terms of the

last two administrations, emphasized Communications

Minister Fahmi Fadzil.
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In a recent post on X's social media platform, he

highlighted the considerable magnitude of these

expenditures.

Earlier media reports indicated that the Federal

government had allocated up to USD 152 million for

advertising, promotion, and publicity endeavors to

communicate the government's agenda from 2020 to

2022. The funds were employed by the preceding two

administrations to disseminate information about the

government's accomplishments and initiatives. [Astro

Awani]

 Malaysia: Increased crackdowns on

undocumented individuals

(ba) The Royal Malaysia Police has affirmed that the

recent crackdown on "Mini Dhaka" in Jalan Silang,

Kuala Lumpur, was not the final effort in targeting

hotspots for undocumented foreigners (Pati) across

the country and announced plans to intensify its

operations nationwide.

Police Deputy Inspector-General Ayob Khan Mydin

Pitchay highlighted that these operations would

specifically concentrate on areas where crimes

involving foreigners are prevalent, adding that various

hotspots and locations nationwide have already been

identified for focused actions.

In addition to addressing the issue of undocumented

foreigners, he expressed concerns about the alarming

crime rate involving foreign individuals in the country.

[The Star]

Malaysia: More than 100 individuals

without proper documentation

apprehended

(ba) According to the Immigration Department, over

100 undocumented foreigners were apprehended in a

coordinated operation, named Ops Sapu, on January 1

that saw 224 officers and enforcement personnel from

various agencies conducting raids on 30 premises

along Jalan Thamby Abdullah in Brickfields.

In a separate development, the Department

mentioned that the registration for the Workforce

Recalibration Programme (RTK 2.0) concluded on

December 31. Regarding a recent raid in Jalan Silang,

Kuala Lumpur, it reported that most foreigners in that
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area and Lebuh Pudu now possess proper

documentation.

On December 21, a massive multi-agency sweep

resulted in the detention of over 1,100 illegal

immigrants in Jalan Silang. The operation involved

1,138 officers and personnel from the Internal Security

and Public Order Department’s General Operations

Force, the Federal Reserve Unit, and the Immigration

and Customs Departments. Contraband, including 100

cartons of cigarettes, 80 cartons of alcoholic

beverages, and illegal medicines worth USD 22,800,

were seized during the operation. [The Star]

Myanmar: EVM test voting in four Yangon

townships conducted

(sk) On December 26, the Union Election Commission

(UEC) conducted practical voting tests using electronic

voting machines (EVMs) in four Yangon townships.

The trials began on December 4 in various districts

within Yangon Region, including Taikkyi, North

Okkalapa, Kawhmu, and Sanchaung townships.

On December 27, a total of 2,109 people participated

in the practical voting tests, with the UEC officially

announcing the experimental trial. [ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar: Armed conflicts claim 14 lives

in Namkham township

(sk) A total of 14 civilians, including four children, lost

their lives, and 26 others were injured during armed

conflicts in Namkham, northern Shan State, according

to a report by the Ta'ang Women’s Organization.

Additionally, 127 houses, eight religious buildings,

forur schools, one hospital, and one hall were

destroyed in 16 villages and eight wards of Namkham

township. [ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar: Assault on suspension bridge

security gate

(sk) A Border Guard Force (BGF) member was fatally

shot, and a civilian sustained injuries at a suspension

bridge security gate in Ye Township.
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The incident, reportedly carried out by the People's

Defence Force (PDF), involved an attack using a truck.

[ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar: More than 10,000 Kawkareik

residents flee war to Hpa-an

(sk) Over 10,000 locals have fled Kawkareik due to the

ongoing conflict, seeking refuge in Hpa-an District,

according to the Karen National Union (KNU) Center.

The displaced individuals, totaling 10,688, are in urgent

need of food and healthcare.

The Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People

(CIDKP) and Hpa-an District, along with local and

foreign aid, are providing emergency assistance,

including basic food supplies.

The KNU Center emphasizes the need for additional

support, including education and school supplies for

children, as well as food and healthcare, especially for

pregnant mothers and children. [ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar: Instability in Kyaikmaraw

township prevents farmers from

harvesting

(sk) Farmers in Kyaikmaraw Township, Mon State, are

unable to harvest due to ongoing instability and

clashes in the area, causing concern for potential loss

of crops.

Fierce fighting since November 10 has led to

thousands of locals fleeing, with clashes reported as

recently as November 27 in Meikaro village. Paddy

fields in various villages are awaiting harvest, but

farmers fear the impact on their crops if the situation

persists. [ElevenMyanmar]

The Philippines: Justice secretary urges

ICC to notify DOJ on probe in ex-President

Duterte’s drug war

(lm) Philippine Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla

has expressed uncertainty regarding the presence of

International Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutors in the

country to investigate the anti-drug campaign led by

former President Rodrigo Duterte. Remulla noted that
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these investigators had not contacted his department,

and he stressed that it was their responsibility to do so

in accordance with international legal principles.

[South China Morning Post]

These concerns emerged after a former presidential

spokesman claimed on social media that ICC officers

were conducting investigations in the Philippines. The

Philippines formally withdrew from the ICC in 2019

after then-President Duterte questioned its authority

to investigate his administration's police-enforced

crackdown on illegal drugs, which resulted in

thousands of deaths.

The ICC investigation is focused on killings that

occurred from November 1, 2011, to March 16, 2019,

primarily in southern Davao City, where Duterte served

as mayor, and later across the country after he

became president. Duterte has consistently argued

that most of the victims were killed while violently

resisting arrest and has refused to apologize for the

deaths.

In response to the ICC's decision to reopen the

investigation, Duterte's administration has raised

concerns over jurisdiction and sovereignty, making it a

contentious issue for the Philippines. While current

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has explored options to

resume ICC membership, jurisdiction and sovereignty

issues continue to pose challenges to cooperation with

the ICC prosecutor's probe.

The lower Congress in the Philippines has urged the

government to cooperate with the ICC prosecutor in

the investigation, citing Duterte's admission that he

used intelligence funds to support extrajudicial killings

during his time as mayor of Davao City.

The Philippines: House passes series of

bills to strengthen economy

(lb) The House of Representatives in the Philippines

has passed a series of significant legislation aimed at

bolstering the country's economy, supporting

businesses, and expanding services for its citizens. This

includes all 17 priority measures outlined in President

Marcos' State of the Nation Address (SONA) months

ahead of the president's next SONA in July 2024. These

measures cover various aspects of governance and

development. [Philippine News Agency]

Among the priority measures, the Automatic Income

Classification of Local Government Units (LGUs) Act has

already been signed into law. Other measures

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-gk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-gu/


approved by the House include amendments to the

Fisheries Code, excise tax on single-use plastics, value-

added tax on digital transactions, and several other

important bills.

In addition to the SONA priority measures, the House

has also passed all 20 priority bills identified by the

Legislative-Executive Development Advisory Council

(LEDAC) ahead of schedule. Several of these bills have

already been enacted into law, addressing issues such

as employment, local government units, and public-

private partnerships, among others.

The Philippines: Supreme Court reports

improved case resolution rate in 2023

(lm) The Supreme Court in the Philippines has reported

improvements in its case resolution in 2023, with a

total case output of 3,711 and a clearance rate of 84

percent as of September 2023. The disposition rate

also increased to 21 percent, up from the previous

year's 19 percent. [Inquirer]

The Philippines: Majority supports

President Marcos' stance on South China

Sea issue, survey shows

(lb) A recent survey conducted by the OCTA Research

Group revealed that a majority of Filipinos support

President Marcos Jr.'s assertive stance in dealing with

China over the South China Sea issue. The survey,

which was conducted from September 30 to October 4

last year, showed that Marcos' approval rating had

increased to 58 percent, marking a significant 15-point

jump from the previous quarter when his approval

rating stood at 43 percent. The timing of the survey

coincided with reports of alleged harassment by the

Chinese Coast Guard of Filipino vessels delivering

provisions to troops stationed at Ayungin (Second

Thomas) Shoal in the South China Sea. [RFA]

The survey also indicated that a "significant majority"

of Filipinos preferred a dual approach of "diplomacy

and military action" to assert the Philippines' territorial

rights in the South China Sea. Diplomacy was favored

by 70 percent of respondents, while 65 percent

supported military measures, including expanded

naval patrols and troop presence.

Other preferred strategies included strengthening

military defenses (62 percent), conducting joint
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maritime patrols with allies (42 percent), expanding

diplomatic efforts (42 percent), and exploring joint

economic solutions (17 percent).

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr. calls

for active citizen participation to change

country

(lb) In his New Year’s speech, Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Has called upon his fellow

Filipinos to actively participate in the nation’s

transformation and progress. Emphasizing unity and

advancement, Marcos urged citizens not for passive

hope but for active involvement, encouraging

kindness, compassion, and a sense of empowerment

among the population. He envisioned each Filipino as a

catalyst for change, stressing the potential impact of

individual actions on the country’s trajectory. [BNN

Breaking]

The Philippines: Overseas citizen

reminded to register for 2025 polls  

(lb) The Commission on Elections (Comelec) in the

Philippines has issued a reminder to overseas Filipinos,

urging them to register for the 2025 midterm elections

within the remaining 273 days. The upcoming 2025

elections will involve voting for 12 senators and one

party-list group during a continuous 30-day voting

period. [Politiko]

The Philippines: Defense Secretary Gilbert

Teodoro calls on citizens to unite and fight

as one

(lb) Philippine Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro has

emphasized the collective responsibility of Filipinos to

safeguard and preserve the country's sovereignty,

particularly in the face of ongoing tensions with China

in the South China Sea. He also highlighted the

importance of strengthening the country's defense

capabilities through the modernization of the Armed

Forces of the Philippines. [Philstar]

Singapore: Prime Minister Lee calls for full

support for new leadership in 2024
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(lb) Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, in his

New Year address, called for Singaporeans' full support

for Lawrence Wong and his upcoming leadership

transition in 2024. Highlighting the importance of a

smooth leadership transition, he urged citizens to

collaborate with the new team to shape a vibrant,

inclusive, fair, competitive, resilient, and united nation.

[Social News]

Addressing challenges such as geopolitical

uncertainties and climate change, Lee expressed

optimism about the potential progress in artificial

intelligence and robotics benefiting Singapore's

economy. He pledged governmental support for

upskilling and reskilling initiatives, aiming to enhance

employability among citizens. Lee also emphasized

plans to develop affordable housing, uplift lower-

income families, support vulnerable groups, and

address the needs of the aging population.

Despite a 1.2 percent growth in 2023, Singapore

anticipates a GDP growth of 1 to 3 percent in 2024,

with hopes for decreased inflation, contingent upon

the external environment.

Singapore: 2024 Budget statement to be

delivered in parliament on February 16

(lb) Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for

Finance, Lawrence Wong, will deliver the country's

2024 Budget statement in parliament on February 16.

The public can continue to share their views until

January 26. The budget process, which begins at the

start of the financial year in April, involves discussions

within various government agencies, public debate,

cabinet approval, and parliamentary debate before

becoming law. [CNA]

Singapore: Recession avoided in 2023

(lb) Singapore's Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, in his

final New Year's message, acknowledged Singapore's

avoidance of recession in 2023 with a 1.2% GDP

growth amid challenges. He cautioned that the

external environment might be less favorable for

Singapore's security and prosperity in the coming

years due to geopolitical tensions worldwide. Despite

subdued external demand affecting economic

forecasts, Lee credited Singapore's ability to live with

COVID-19 and praised collective efforts for the nation's

progress. He outlined the government's commitment

to upgrading workers' skill sets, providing affordable
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housing, and transforming the healthcare system in

the upcoming year. As Deputy Prime Minister

Lawrence Wong prepares to succeed him, Lee stressed

the importance of unity and support for the new

leadership, urging Singaporeans to remain resilient,

inclusive, and united to overcome future challenges.

[Malaymail]

Singapore: Central bank imposes civil

penalty on Credit Suisse imposed for

manager’s misconduct

(lb) The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) has

imposed a civil penalty of USD 3 million on Credit

Suisse AG for its failure to prevent or detect

misconduct by its relationship managers in its

Singapore branch. According to MAS, the relationship

managers provided clients with inaccurate or

incomplete post-trade disclosures, leading to clients

being charged spreads that exceeded bilaterally

agreed rates for 39 over-the-counter (OTC) bond

transactions. [Reuters]

Thailand: Constitutional referendum

committee to pose single question in first

of three planned referenda

(bk) The government committee in charge of drafting

guidelines for a referendum on the 2017 constitution

has decided to pose a single question in the first of

three planned referenda. The question will be whether

voters agree with amending the constitution, excluding

Chapters 1 and 2 related to general provisions and the

monarchy, respectively. If the first referendum is

successful, the government will seek to amend Section

256 of the current constitution to allow for the

formation of a new assembly, with an estimated cost

of USD 460 million. [Khmer Times]

Critics, including a former election commissioner and

the main opposition Move Forward Party, oppose

leaving Chapters 1 and 2 untouched in the

referendum, arguing it limits certain groups from

participating in the amendment process. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: 2024 fiscal year budget bill set

for first reading
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(bk) Thailand's 2024 fiscal year budget bill is set for its

first reading from January 3-5, with final approval and

royal endorsement expected in April. Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin has called on government coalition

parties to prepare for the upcoming House debate

following the delay due to the government transition

post-election. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul, the leader of the government coalition

Bhumjaithai Party, questioned the dominance of Pheu

Thai Party representatives on the Budget Bill vetting

committee and discussed committee leadership.

The proposed budget for fiscal 2024 is THB 3.48

trillion, with THB 2.53 trillion allocated for fixed annual

expenditures. The Interior Ministry leads in budget

requests with THB 353 billion, followed by the

Education Ministry at THB 328 billion and the Finance

Ministry at THB 327 billion.

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha’s

personal wealth valued at over USD 18.9

million

(lm) Thailand’s National Anti-Corruption Commission

has released details on assets declared by cabinet

ministers, including Prime Minister Srettha. The

premier and his wife have declared a combined wealth

of roughly USD 29.7 million, including USD 283,000 in

bank overdrafts. [Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

Thailand: Prime Minister removes Justice

Minister Somsak from post after feisty

Thaksin stand

(msz/lm) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has made

changes to the authority granted to his deputies,

Phumtham Wechayachai, Somsak Thepsutin, and

Porapan Salirathavibhaga. This decision is believed to

be a response to Somsak's assertive handling of

questions regarding privileges allegedly offered to

imprisoned former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

[Bangkok Post]

In this reshuffling of responsibilities, Phumtham will

now represent Prime Minister Srettha when he is

absent. Somsak, on the other hand, will assume the

Prime Minister's authority over the public health

ministry, a role previously held by Phumtham. As for

Porapan, he will take on the Prime Minister's authority
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in overseeing the justice ministry during his absence,

excluding the Department of Special Investigation. This

responsibility has been previously fulfilled by Somsak.

Thailand: Deputy Prime Minister

Phumtham denies rumors of imminent

Cabinet reshuffle

(lm) Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai

has denied rumors of an imminent Cabinet reshuffle,

saying that there are currently no plans to appoint

Pheu Thai leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra as a

minister. [The Nation Thailand]

The Pheu Thai-led coalition has two vacant ministerial

positions, with 34 members in the Cabinet instead of

the ideal 36. Social Development and Human Security

Minister Varawut Silpa-archa also stated that Pheu Thai

has the authority to assign a ministerial portfolio to

Paetongtarn, who meets the necessary requirements.

In separate yet interconnected developments,

Paetongtarn is poised to participate in the recently

established National Defense College's (NDC) national

defense program designed for future executives,

commonly referred to as the "mini-NDC course."

Rumor has it that General Songwit Noonphakdi, the

chief commander of the Royal Thai Armed Forces, has

encouraged Paetongtarn to enroll in this program.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister calls for agility in

National Strategy amidst changing global

landscape

(bk) At the second meeting of the National Strategy

Committee on December 27, Thailand’s Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin expressed his belief in the need for

regular updates to the national strategy to effectively

adapt to the rapidly evolving global landscape. Srettha

emphasized that a 20-year plan is too long in today's

fast-changing world, citing the importance of flexibility

to respond to emerging trends and challenges such as

clean energy and global competition for talent. He

suggested that shorter-term, more adaptable

strategies would be more effective in addressing these

dynamic issues. [The Nation]
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Thailand: House committee to visit jailed

ex-Premier Thaksin on January 12 in

police hospital

(msz) A parliamentary committee on police affairs will

visit Thailand’s convicted former Prime Minister

Thaksin Shinawatra in the Police General Hospital on

January 12. Deputy Prime Minister Somsak Thepsutin

had previously warned the members of the House

committee against visiting Thaksin without the

permission from the Shinawatra family, which could

have got the visitors sued for trespassing. [Bangkok

Post]

Thaksin returned to Thailand on in August last year,

after 15 years of self-imposed exile. Following the

return, he was sentenced to eight years in prison over

his involvement in three corruption cases, which was

later reduced to one year through a royal pardon.

Thaksin was subsequently moved from Bangkok

Remand Prison to Police General Hospital for poor

health and has been staying there ever since.

The announcement of the visit comes amid criticisms

of alleged double standards in Thaksin’s case,

especially after the Department of Corrections had

issued a regulation on December 6, which permits the

detention of certain inmates outside of prison even

after having reached the maximum inpatient care of

120 days.

Thailand: Land Bridge megaproject to be

inspected by House committee

(msz) A special parliamentary committee studying the

so-called Land Bridge megaproject – an endeavor that

aims to create a new trade route connecting the Indian

and Pacific Oceans, bypassing the Malacca Strait - will

reportedly visit the areas designated for the project

development in Chumphon and Ranong to collect

information and examine the potential impacts on

local communities. The panel has also invited other

relevant agencies to present their opinions on the

project. [Bangkok Post]

In related updates, concerns have arisen regarding the

project’s potential success, national security and

impacts on the local communities. Studies conducted

by Chulalongkorn University and the National

Economic and Social Development Council pointed to

the overestimation of expected economic benefits

from the project. The Internal Security Operations

Command has also highlighted the need to consider
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national security implications and warned that the

designated areas for the scheme could become

strategic locations during a military conflict.

Similarly, a House committee member from the main

opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) has stated the

opposition against the domination of investors from a

single country in running the project’s seaports, which

could lead to warships docking for maintenance

services, with national security implications. Along the

lines of the MFP MP, the Thai Shipowners' Association

(TSA) criticized a Land Bridge report prepared by state

agencies that failed to take into account the point that

container ships are not the only types of vessel used in

shipping.

Thailand: Civil Court orders police to

compensate injured protesters

(tt) Thailand’s Civil Court has ordered the Royal Thai

Police to pay compensation of approximately THB

300,000 (roughly USD 8,750) to pro-democracy

protesters who were physically injured during a police

crackdown on in November 2020 in front of

parliament. [Thai PBS]

While the court deemed the protest illegal due to lack

of advance notification to the police, it also found that

excessive force had been used, particularly water

mixed with chemicals in water cannons, leading to

rashes, itching, skin inflammation, and breathing

difficulties for some protesters.

The court's verdict was seen as progress in recognizing

people's rights and freedoms, but some argued that

peaceful demonstrations without arms should be

protected by the state. The national police chief was

acquitted and not required to pay compensation.

Thailand: Move Forward Party leader offers to step

aside for former chief pending legal clearance

(bk) The leader of Thailand's primary opposition party,

the Move Forward Party, Chaithawat Tulathon, has

indicated his willingness to step aside and allow Pita

Limjaroenrat, the former party leader and current

advisory chairman, to assume leadership if Pita is

cleared of charges connected to the party's election

campaign commitment to amend the royal defamation

law. [Thai PBS World]

In September last year, Pita announced his resignation

as Move Forward Party leader. At the time, he had

already been suspended from his lawmaker duties
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pending a court ruling on whether he violated election

law. This also banned him from serving as parliament’s

opposition leader as under the current rules, the

person holding that position must be an MP.

Thailand: Police chief wants lower age of

criminal responsibility

(lm) Thailand's National Police Chief, Pol Gen Torsak

Sukvimol, has suggested lowering the minimum age of

criminal responsibility, arguing that young individuals

are increasingly involved in more severe criminal

activities. He proposed reducing the minimum age

from 15 to 12 years and expressed his intention to

engage in serious discussions on the matter with

relevant stakeholders. These comments come in the

context of concerns regarding legal actions against a

14-year-old boy arrested for a fatal shooting incident at

a Bangkok shopping center in October of the previous

year. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Human rights commission seeks

raise in minimum marriage age to 18

(lm) Thailand’s Cabinet has acknowledged a proposal

by the National Human Rights Commission seeking

legal amendments to raise the minimum age of

marriage from 17 to 18 to be consistent with

international principles, including the guidelines set

out in the Universal Periodic Review mechanism of the

United Nations Human Rights Council. [Bangkok Post]

Since 2003, under Thailand’s strict child protection

laws, no one under 17 can marry, and sex with a minor

is a prosecutable offence. However, in the southern

provinces of Thailand – Narathiwat, Pattani and Yalla,

which are majority Muslim – a legal loophole allows

Muslim communities to apply Islamic law to family

matters. According to this law, there is no minimum

age for marriage and, culturally, girls are deemed

eligible as soon as they start menstruating.

Thailand: Online scams lead the list of

cybercrimes in 2023, CIB says

(msz) Thailand's Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) has

disclosed that in 2023, five main types of cybercrimes,

primarily in the form of scams, were prevalent and

cautioned the public to remain vigilant when engaging
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online. CIB data indicated a total of 314,000 complaints

related to online scams throughout the year, with

online shopping scams being the most common,

accounting for 160,819 complaints. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Real estate associations

consider stimulus measures amid market

challenges

(bk) The number of new residences launched in

Bangkok and its surrounding areas for 2023 is

expected to decrease by 19.8% compared to the

previous year, primarily due to declining purchasing

power driven by global economic factors, domestic

buying capacity, and a surge in loan rejections. In

response to these challenges, three real estate

associations in Thailand are deliberating on proposing

stimulus measures to Prime Minister Srettha in an

effort to revitalize the market. [The Nation]

Possible measures being considered include extending

fee reductions, lowering registration fees, relaxing the

Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratio, increasing down payment

refunds, reducing taxes for first-time homebuyers,

introducing a 5-year visa for condo buyers, and

extending lease periods to stimulate the real estate

business in 2024.

Thailand: Army chief affirms good

relations with Pheu Thai-led coalition

government

(msz) Thai army commander-in-chief General

Jaroenchai Hintao said on December 29 that the ties

between the Pheu Thai-led coalition government and

the Royal Thai Army are “good” and have never been

tense. Jaroenchai also added that the military had the

duty to work with other parties for national security,

including public health which he claimed to learn from

the COVID-19 pandemic. [The Nation Thailand]

The army chief’s remarks came after members of the

House of Representatives committee on national

security met him amid calls for reforms of the military,

including the abolition of compulsory conscription.

 General Jaroenchai welcomed the House panel's

request for border inspection and highlighted that

security encompasses not only military matters and

national borders but also public health, citing lessons

learned from the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Thailand: Army seeks police quota to

broaden career options for enlisted

soldiers

(bk) The Royal Thai Army (RTA) has requested that the

Royal Thai Police (RTP) reserve 1,000 seats for enlisted

soldiers who have completed their two-year

conscription term. The soldiers would be eligible to

enter the Police Training Centre for Non-

Commissioned Officers, with the goal of expanding

career opportunities for enlisted individuals. [The

Nation]

Discussions are ongoing with the RTP regarding this

initiative, and the initial quota of 1,000 may be

adjusted. Qualified candidates would need to pass a

test and compete for placement in the police training

center, which admits a total of 5,000 candidates each

year, producing police lance corporal graduates. 

Vietnam: No improvement in the quality

of labor market, report claims

(wn) According to a recent report by the General

Statistics Office (GSO), the quality of Vietnam’s labor

market has not improved significantly, with a large

portion of workers still engaged in informal

employment. The average monthly income in 2023 is

reported to be 7.1 million VND (approximately USD

293), with disparities in wages between genders and

urban and rural areas. Unemployment in the working-

age population is estimated at 2.03 percent of the

labor force. [Vietnam Plus]

On a lighter note, Vietnam's labor market has seen an

increase in the number of employed workers, reaching

51.5 million in the fourth quarter of 2023. This is an

increase of 414,600 compared to the same period in

the previous year. The growth is attributed to

increased production and business activities driven by

demand during the Tet (Lunar New Year) holiday.

Vietnam: Nearly 14,000 cyberattacks

reported in 2023

(wn) Vietnam experienced approximately 13,900

cyberattacks in 2023, marking a 9.5 percent year-on-

year increase, according to a report from the National

Cyber Security Centre (NCSC). The attacks targeted
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over 550 government agency websites with the domain

"gov.vn" and some educational organizations with the

domain "edu.vn," where hackers inserted advertising

codes for gambling and betting. [The Voice of Vietnam

- VOV World]

Ransomware attacks affected over 83,000 computers

and servers, marking an 8.4 percent increase from the

previous year. These attacks targeted government

agencies, the banking system, financial institutions,

industrial systems, and other vital systems.

Phishing attacks accounted for 32.6 percent of the

total, while 27.4 percent targeted software

vulnerabilities, and 25.3 percent targeted organization-

developed websites.

Vietnam: Public debt expected to be 37

percent of country’s GDP in 2023

(wn) Vietnam's public debt in 2023 amounted to VND

3.8 quadrillion, equivalent to approximately USD 166.2

billion, which represents 37 percent of the country's

gross domestic product (GDP). This figure is below the

60 percent cap targeted by the National Assembly and

is approximately USD 8.7 billion lower than the

Ministry of Finance's previous estimate in October.

[The Sai Gon Times]

The central government's debt remains below the 50

percent limit, at around USD 144.8 billion or 34 percent

of GDP, with nearly three-thirds of this amount being

domestic debt in the form of long-term government

bonds.

Despite global economic challenges, Vietnam's fiscal

policy in 2023 was successful, with a projected budget

deficit below 4 percent, totaling USD 17.2 billion, which

is below the National Assembly's limit of 4.42 percent.

State budget revenue projections indicate a surplus,

exceeding the initial estimate by about 5 percent.

For 2024, the Finance Ministry anticipates favorable

conditions and challenges, with projected state budget

revenue of approximately USD 74.2 billion (VND 1.7

quadrillion) and expenditures of approximately USD

92.1 billion (VND 2.1 quadrillion).

Vietnam: Deposit interest rates reach

record low
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(wn) Vietcombank, one of Vietnam's largest state-

owned banks, has set a new record low for savings

interest rates, offering only 1.9 percent per year for 1–

2-month term deposits. This represents a decrease of

0.3 percentage points compared to the previous week

and is the lowest deposit interest rate in the market.

Longer-term deposits of 12 months or more at

Vietcombank still offer 4.8 percent per year. [Xinhua

Net] [Vietnam Plus]

Other major state-owned banks, including Agribank,

VietinBank, and BIDV, also offer similarly low interest

rates for short-term deposits. The decline in interest

rates has prompted depositors to consider their

options, as rates for terms of 6-12 months or more do

not differ significantly.

Vietnam: Exporters request additional

assistance from government to address

difficulties

(wn) Vietnamese export businesses are facing

challenges, prompting calls for government support.

The textile and garment industry is experiencing

declining exports, primarily due to weak

competitiveness, while the fisheries sector faces

challenges like unstable supply and price fluctuations.

Calls for government help include extending corporate

tax reductions for sustainability-focused firms, offering

concessional loans for green initiatives, and promoting

job creation in sectors with high productivity growth

potential to strengthen future export sectors. [Vietnam

Plus]

Vietnam: Foreign investment

disbursement reaches record high in 2023

(wn) Vietnam has achieved a record-high disbursement

of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 2023, totaling

nearly USD 23.2 billion, according to the country's

Foreign Investment Agency (FIA). The registered FDI

capital in Vietnam reached USD 36.6 billion, marking a

32 percent increase compared to the previous year.

[The Voice of Vietnam]

This FDI was primarily concentrated in provinces and

cities with favorable conditions for attracting

investment, including strong infrastructure, a stable

labor force, simplified administrative procedures, and

proactive promotion efforts. Key sectors for FDI

included processing and manufacturing, followed by
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real estate. Singapore emerged as the largest investor,

with USD 6.8 billion, followed by Japan, Hong Kong,

China, China, and South Korea.

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

Chinese Premier Li Qiang participates in

Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Leaders'

Meeting

(yq) Chinese Premier Li Qiang participated on

December 25 in the fourth Lancang-Mekong

Cooperation (LMC) Leaders' Meeting via a video call,

joined by Myanmar's leader Min Aung Hlaing,

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, Lao Prime

Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Thai Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin, and Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh.

In his speech, Premier Li focused on four key areas.

Firstly, he emphasized the need for integrated

development and collaboration in the economy, trade,

production capacity, agriculture, and intelligent

manufacturing. Secondly, he highlighted the

importance of promoting green cooperation and

respecting countries' rights in the sustainable

development and utilization of water resources. The

third point centered on strengthening security

governance, with a commitment to cracking down on

criminal activities such as online gambling and telecom

fraud. Lastly, Premier Li called for the deepening of

people-to-people and cultural exchanges and fostering

cooperation among youth, think tanks, and local

governments.



The leaders from the Mekong countries expressed

gratitude for China's contributions and emphasized the

importance of shared opportunities and joint efforts.

The Lancang-Mekong Cooperation aims to build an

economic development belt, serving as a model for

South-South cooperation. The Lancang-Mekong region,

covering 795,000 square kilometers and supporting

326 million people, is vital for its development

potential. The cooperation involves projects like water

resources management and flood control. [Global

Times] [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in

Chinese]

China's hydropower dams on the upper reaches of the

Mekong River have always been criticized by Mekong

countries. Some argue that China's control of

hydroelectric dams affects downstream countries,

affecting water flows and causing ecological problems.

Additionally, the broader crackdown on cybercrime

syndicates with Myanmar, Cambodia and Thailand

could lead to increased scrutiny and potential tensions

as neighboring countries navigate the delicate balance

of cooperation and safeguarding their national

interests. [South China Morning Post]

Argentina to withdraw from BRICS

(yq) Argentina's newly elected President, Javier Milei,

has decided to withdraw the country from its

anticipated entry into the BRICS.

In a letter addressed to the leaders of Brazil, Russia,

India, China, and South Africa, Milei cited a revision of

decisions made by the previous government.

Argentina, once poised to join the BRICS on January 1

alongside five other nations, including Egypt, Iran,

Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates,

now reconsiders its membership.

The president clarified that Argentina, under his

leadership, does not find it "appropriate" to become a

full BRICS member. However, he expressed a

commitment to strengthening bilateral ties,

emphasizing the goal of enhancing trade and

investment flows.

Milei, a populist right-wing figure, emerged victorious

in November's election with promises of radical

economic reforms. He succeeded Alberto Fernández,

whose policies were more aligned with the existing

BRICS members.
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The BRICS, often viewed as a counterbalance to the

Western-led world is economically dominated by

China. While Argentina's bid for membership had

Beijing's support under Fernández, President Milei,

known for his critical stance on China, has previously

referred to the Chinese government as "assassins" and

expressed reluctance to work with communists. [BBC]

However, Milei's administration nominated a veteran

diplomat as the new ambassador to Beijing to restore

ties with China, viewed as a step toward cooperation

for overcoming practical challenges, such as improving

employment rates and boosting the local economy

[see AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4].

Chinese yuan rises as the fourth most

used currency

(yq) The Chinese yuan's global presence in

international payments experienced a notable surge in

November, reaching its highest level since January

2022, accounting for 4.61 percent of all currencies in

transactions, capturing the fourth largest share.

The data, sourced from the Swift international

payment service, indicates a growing use of the yuan,

particularly in dealings with Russia, driven by Western

sanctions following the Ukrainian invasion.

While the U.S. dollar maintained its dominant position

at 47.08 percent, the yuan's rise underscores China's

efforts to diversify payment currencies in international

trade.

Notably, about 80 percent of yuan transactions outside

mainland China were with Hong Kong, indicating the

currency's limited global presence beyond specific

regions.

Analysts suggest that the increasing use of the yuan in

trade with Russia and other emerging countries

contributes to its rising prominence in global

transactions. [Nikkei Asia]

China exchanges New Year greetings with

U.S, North Korea, Russia

(yq) On January 1, 2024, Chinese President Xi Jinping

and U.S. President Biden exchanged congratulatory

letters to congratulate the 45th anniversary of the

establishment of diplomatic relations between the two

countries. Xi emphasized the historical significance of
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the establishment of diplomatic ties and acknowledged

the progress made in enhancing the well-being of both

nations' peoples and expressed his willingness to work

with President Biden to navigate the China-U.S.

relationship for mutual benefit, world peace, and

development. [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of

China, in Chinese1]

Additionally, Xi also exchanged New Year’s greetings

with his North Korean Counterpart Kim Jong-un and

declared 2024 as “Friendship Year” with North Korea,

pledging to deepen strategic mutual trust and

contribute to regional peace and stability. [Foreign

Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in Chinese2]

Xi also exchanged New Year's greetings with Russian

President Vladimir Putin, emphasizing the need to

continuously consolidate ties and pursue

comprehensive strategic coordination and mutually

beneficial cooperation between China and Russia. This

move is seen as an effort to strengthen their strategic

partnership, especially in the face of Western

sanctions. [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of

China, in Chinese3] [Reuters]

China, India receive almost all of Russia’s

oil exports in 2023

(lm/yg) Russia has announced that the majority of its

oil exports in 2023 have been directed towards China

and India, with these two countries collectively

accounting for roughly 90 percent of the nation's crude

exports. Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak, who

oversees Russia's energy sector, revealed that his

country had been fostering relationships with Asia-

Pacific nations even before Western sanctions were

imposed on Russia following the Ukraine conflict's

onset in February 2022. [Reuters]

As a result of sanctions, Russia has shifted its oil

exports away from Europe to China and India. Europe's

share of Russia's crude exports has declined

significantly, dropping from approximately 40-45

percent to just 4-5 percent. In contrast, China's share

has increased to around 45-50 percent, while India's

share, which was minimal in the past, has reached 40

percent.

This is in line with trade data presented by China and

Russia showing that their bilateral trade exceeded

targets before schedule by achieving USD 218.2 billion

in trade from January to November 2023. This

surpasses the total trade for the entire year of 2022,

indicative of two countries increasingly relying on each
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other for support as they face varying degrees of

Western sanctions [see AiR No.49, December/2023,1].

Novak also confirmed Russia's commitment to its

obligations on supply cuts within the OPEC+ group of

leading oil producers, with the Brent oil price projected

to be between USD 80 and USD 85 per barrel in 2024,

similar to current levels. Additionally, he mentioned

that the Arctic LNG 2 project, led by Russian company

Novatek, is set to begin producing LNG in early 2024

despite recent sanctions imposed by the United States.

China condemns U.S. sanctions on

Russia's arctic LNG-2 project

(yq) In response to U.S. sanctions on Russia's Arctic

LNG-2 project from November, China's foreign ministry

emphasized on December 26 that China's involvement

in the project should not be subject to third-party

intervention or restrictions.

Declaring force majeure due to the U.S. sanctions, the

project faced challenges, with Novatek, the Russian

controlling shareholder, also affected. The ministry

underscored the mutual economic interests of China

and Russia, opposing unilateral sanctions and

asserting that economic cooperation should not be

hindered by external interference.

The Arctic LNG-2 project involves 10 percent stakes

from China National Offshore Oil Corporation and

China National Petroleum Corporation, with

production expected in early 2024. [Foreign Ministry,

People’s Republic of China, in Chinese] [Reuters]

China expresses discontent at recent

Philippine-Indian naval exercise

(lb) China has expressed dissatisfaction and concern

over recent naval exercises between India and the

Philippines in the South China Sea, saying that defense

cooperation between countries should not harm the

interests of third parties or regional peace and

stability. Beijing also emphasized that tensions with

Manila are bilateral matters. [India TV News]

Dutch chip company faces export license

setback for Chip-making equipment

shipments to China
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(yq) ASML, the Veldhoven-based chip machine

manufacturer, disclosed on January 1 that the Dutch

government had partially revoked an export license,

impacting shipments of specific chip-making

equipment, including NXT:2050i and NXT:2100i

lithography systems, to China.

This development follows a recent U.S. export

restriction in 2023 that gives Washington the right to

restrict the export of ASML's "Twinscan NXT1930Di"

machine if it contains any U.S. parts.

Notably, China emerged as ASML's largest market in

the third quarter of 2023, accounting for 46 percent of

the company's sales, surpassing its historical position

as the third-largest market after Taiwan and South

Korea.

ASML announced that it will remain committed to

compliance with international export control

regulations. Reuters]

In response, China's Foreign Ministry criticized on

January 2 the United States for exploiting national

security concepts to pressure other countries into

imposing scientific and technological embargoes on

China.

China called on the Netherlands to adopt an objective

and fair stance, adhere to market principles, and

protect the common interests of both nations. China

will closely monitor developments and defend its

legitimate rights and interests. [BJ News, in Chinese]

Prime minister highlights Japan’s

engagement in diplomacy to address

global and regional challenges in New

Year’s address

(sh/dql) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has

expressed the country’s determination to overcome

challenges in global and regional affairs his New Year’s

speech. [Prime Minister’s Office of Japan]

Kishida pledged to lead Japan during a challenging

2024, which he called “a year of tension,” in terms of

diplomacy referring explicitly to Russia's war in

Ukraine, the situation in Israel and Palestine, and the

cooperation between Russia and North Korea “in the

midst of an increasingly complex East Asian security

environment.” Notably, China is not mentioned in the

address.
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To overcome these challenges, the prime minister

affirmed his determination “to actively engage in

diplomacy at the summit level.” [Prime Minister’s Office

of Japan] [Kyodo news]

Meanwhile, the Russian foreign ministry warned of

"grave consequences" for Russia-Japan relations

should Tokyo provide Patriot air defense systems to

Ukraine.

The warning after Japan announced it would prepare

shipments of Patriot air defense missiles to the US

following the revision of its arms export guidelines.

While Japan's new export controls still does not allow

for shipping weapons to countries that are at war, they

may indirectly benefit Ukraine it gives the US additional

capacity to provide military aid to Kyiv [see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4].

Tensions between the two Japan and Russia have

escalated since Russia's military invasion of Ukraine in

2022, with Japan supporting Western sanctions against

Russia. Another concern ties over Russian military

presence on disputed islands. [Reuters]

South Korea’s UNSC non-permanent

member term commences

(dql) On January 1, South Korea’s two-year term as

non-permanent member of the United Nations

Security Council (UNSC) commenced.

Last June Seoul won the non-permanent member seat

for a third time after serving the terms 1996-1997 and

2013-2014 [see AiR No. 24, June/2023, 2].

Taiwan’s investment shifts from China to

US and Germany

(xc) Taiwanese investment in China has drastically

reduced, marking a departure from decades-long

economic patterns. The change is mirrored by a

substantial increase in Taiwanese investments in the

US and Germany.

Taiwanese investment in China plummeted to just over

10 percent of Taiwan’s total outbound direct

investment in 2023, the lowest in decades, falling 34

percent to 2.9 billion USD.

Contrastingly, Taiwanese investment in the US surged

ninefold to 9.6 billion USD, while spending in Germany
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increased 25-fold to 3.9 billion USD, largely driven by

semiconductor-related investments.

The decline in investment is partly attributed to China's

economic downturn and the escalating tensions

between Taiwan and China.

Taiwanese companies face increased difficulties in

China due to the ongoing U.S.-China trade disputes

and American tariffs on Chinese goods.

The DPP administration under President Tsai Ing-wen

aims to reduce Taiwan's economic reliance on China,

encouraging companies to relocate production back to

Taiwan from China. [Nikkei Asia]

Bangladesh considers ‘geopolitical issue’

over possible Chinese involvement in

Teesta River development

(kb/lm) Bangladesh has indicated that it will consider

India's concerns, particularly with regard to China's

involvement near the strategically vital Siliguri

Corridor, known as the "Chicken's Neck," in response

to recent statements made by China's ambassador to

Dhaka concerning Beijing's participation in Teesta River

development projects. The Siliguri Corridor is a narrow

strip of Indian territory that connects northeastern

India to the rest of the country and holds great

strategic significance for India. [Prothom Alo] [The

Indian Express]

The Teesta River originates in the eastern Himalayas in

the Indian state of Sikkim and flows through the Indian

states of West Bengal and Assam before entering

Bangladesh. It has long been a contentious issue

between the neighboring states, with both countries

seeking to maximize their access to and utilization of

the river's water resources.

On December 21, Ambassador Yao Wen said Beijing

had already received several proposals from

Bangladesh on development projects relating to Teesta

River and the country aims to commence work after

the January 7 polls.

Indian Navy increases aerial surveillance

in Arabian Sea

(fd) The Indian Navy has enhanced its aerial

surveillance in the central-north Arabian Sea after
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increased attacks on merchant ships. According to the

Indian Navy more destroyers, frigates, aerial

surveillance through long-range maritime aircrafts as

well as remotely piloted aircrafts are used to support

merchant vessels in the region. [Telegraph India]

The decision to enhance aerial security has been made

due to the drone attack on the merchant vessel MV

Chem Pluto on December 23, a crude oil tanker on

December 24 and the piracy incident involving the MV

Ruen. The strike on the MV Chem Pluto is set in the

context of the Israel-Hamas war and the increased

drone and missile attacks by the Iran-backed Houthis

in the Red Sea. [AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4]

Pakistan may get USD 700 million from

IMF as next tranche of bailout package

this month

(lm) Pakistan is expected to receive USD 700 million as

the next tranche of its bailout package from the

International Monetary Fund (IMF). The IMF Executive

Board is set to meet on January 11 to deliberate and

potentially grant final approval for the disbursement.

The current IMF program, amounting to USD 3 billion,

is expected to conclude in the second week of April,

with approximately USD 1.8 billion remaining

undisbursed. [Business Standard]

The disbursement of the next tranche could provide

much-needed financial support to Pakistan, as the

country faces economic challenges, including a

projected contraction in real GDP and rising inflation in

2024.

Japanese Finance Minister Suzuki to visit

Cambodia, Sri Lanka

(lm) Japanese Finance Minister Shunichi Suzuki is set to

visit Sri Lanka and Cambodia on a four-day tour from

January 9. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka

During his visit to Sri Lanka, Suzuki is expected to meet

with Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe to

discuss debt restructuring for the country, which is

facing financial difficulties. In November, Sri Lanka and

a group of creditors, including Japan, reached a basic

agreement on deferring debt repayments and cutting

interest rates. Suzuki emphasized the importance of
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making steady progress in the debt-restructuring

process.

Cambodia

In Cambodia, the finance minister will work to

strengthen bilateral ties as both countries mark the

70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic

relations this year.

Bahasa Indonesia made 10th UNESCO

language

(jb) Bahasa Indonesia, the official language of

Indonesia, has gained official recognition as one of

UNESCO's official languages during its 42nd General

Conference in Paris.

Bahasa Indonesia is spoken by over 275 million people,

while curricula in Bahasa Indonesia are being used in

52 countries. [Language Magazine]

Malaysian transnational drug syndicate

member arrested in joint Lao-Thai

operation

(wn/ba) Ong Gim Wah, a 39-year-old Malaysian

national, was apprehended for drug-related crimes in

Laos in a joint operation between Lao and Thai

authorities on December 29.

The Office of Narcotics Control Board in Thailand

announced the arrest of Wah on January 1. Wah had

been extensively involved in a transnational drug

syndicate operating in the Golden Triangle Region

since 2006.

Authorities suspect that Wah, who had been evading

capture in Laos, colluded with drug networks across

Thailand, Malaysia, China, Singapore, and Laos.

Thailand was a crucial hub for money laundering and

drug smuggling into Malaysia, Taiwan, and Australia.

The joint operation resulted in the confiscation of

Wah’s assets, including a plot of land, two

condominium units, three yachts, two cars, three

motorbikes, three guns, THB 275,000 (USD 8000) in

cash, ten bank accounts, and other assets across

Bangkok, Trat, Chiang Rai, and Chon Buri, worth an

estimated THB 85 million (USD 2.48 million).  
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Wah was also identified as the main suspect behind a

major operation in June last year that saw the seizure

of 998 kg of crystal methamphetamine, along with the

arrest of seven suspects in Ratchaburi province,

Thailand. [Bangkok Post] [The Laotian Times] [New

Straits Times]

Myanmar ethnic armed group pledges to

work with Thailand and China to combat

border crimes

(msz) Myanmar’s ethnic armed organization Karen

National Union (KNU) has expressed its readiness to

cooperate with neighboring Thailand and China in the

suppression of online scam syndicates run by Chinese

nationals in Myanmar.

The pledge came amid the concerns over the potential

relocation of online criminal gangs from Laukkai in

northern Shan State near the Sino-Burmese border to

the Thai-Myanmar border as well as accusations of the

KNU’s involvement in the Chinese-invested KK Park city

project located to the south of the border town in

Karen State across the Moei River from Thailand near

the village of Maw Hto Talay.

Since the military coup in Myanmar in 2021, KK Park

has become a regional hub of transnational crimes

ranging from human trafficking to online scams.

Royal Thai Army Joint Operations Director Lieutenant

General Jakkapong Janpengpen had earlier called for

cooperation with Myanmar junta leader Min Aung

Hlaing in combating online gambling and scam

operations, especially those based in and around

Myawaddy on the Myanmar-Thai border. [Thai PBS

World]

Thailand’s economic growth to be among

the slowest in ASEAN over next 20 years,

World Bank predicts

(tt) The World Bank has projected that Thailand’s

potential growth could be the lowest among ASEAN

economies over the next 20 years because of the

country’s aging demographics and a slowdown in

private investment. [Bangkok Post]

According to projections, Thailand's economic growth

will reach 2.5 percent in 2023 and accelerate to 3.2

percent in 2024, driven by tourism recovery, increased
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exports, and sustained private consumption. This

outlook was reduced from the previously estimated 3.4

percent for 2023 and 3.5 percent for 2024.

Russian ambassador suggests meeting

between Russia's and Cambodia's leaders

(pm) Anatoly Borovik, Russian Ambassador to

Cambodia called for Russian President Vladimir Putin

and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet to

exchange visits and conduct more relations and

agendas between the two countries. Borovik

highlighted that the aspects on politics, economic,

cultural, religion, and other regional issues to be

promoted and cooperated. He mentioned that Russia

is interested in economic investments to enhance their

bilateral relations with Cambodia.

None of the countries has confirmed the visits yet.

Both countries expressed their good mutual relations

since the past and that they are willing to strengthen

the relations. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Türkiye strengthen inspection

cooperation

(pm/dql) Cambodia and Türkiye have agreed to work

together in the field of inspection.

The agreement was reached during a meeting between

Inspection Minister Huot Hak and Turkish Ambassador

to Cambodia Ulku Kocaefe on December 27. 

Under the agreement, the two parties will deepen

bilateral cooperation in the sector through various

measures, such as linking the ministry with Turkiye’s

counterpart agency, establishing a working group to

explore cooperation possibilities, arranging visits for

exchange studies and experience as well as providing

capacity building and scholarships to Cambodian

inspection officials. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodian Prime Minister dismisses

allegations of Chinese loan for

infrastructure project

(pm) Prime Minister Hun Manet has affirmed that

Cambodia did not borrow a loan from China to build

the Funan Techo Canal, the first logistics project that
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will link the Mekong River with the seaway to expand

the country’s transport potential by sea.

Dismissing allegations of such a USD 5 billion, Hun

Manet added that Cambodia and the China Bridge and

Road Corportation signed a framework agreement on

the canal pact in which the Chinese company will be an

investment partner.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Economy and Finance

declared that in the 2023-2024 budget, the Funan

Techo Canal is not a part of the borrowing plan.

The government approved the Funan Techo Canal

project in May 2023, completion of which is expected

to take four years, with estimated costs at around USD

1.7 billion. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia, South Korean city sign MoU on

recruitment of Cambodian workers

(pm) Cambodian Minister of Labour and Vocational

Training Heng Sour and Mayor of ChunCheon City

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for

the recruitment of Cambodian workers to be send to

South Korea for seasonal work. [Khmer Times]

US extends China tariff exclusions and

COVID-19-related categories till May 2024

(yq) On December 26, the Office of US Trade

Representative Katherine Tai announced the extension

of tariff exclusions for 352 Chinese imports covering

industrial components, car parts, chemicals, bicycles,

and vacuum cleaners, and 77 COVID-19-related

categories including medical products like face masks,

gloves, and sanitizing wipes until May 31, 2024. These

exclusions were previously scheduled to expire on Dec.

31

In 2018, former US President Donald Trump imposed

sanctions through Section 301 of the Trade Act of

1974. The aim was to combat unfair trade practices by

trade partners. This resulted in levying tariffs on goods

from China worth USD 370 billion USD, due to their

unfair trade practices.

Nonetheless, due to the outbreak of the Covid 19, the

United States Trade Representative (USTR) established

a mechanism for seeking and obtaining exemptions

from these measures such as a tariff exemption for

medical products such as masks and gloves from
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China. The United States Government has since

extended the exemption for such goods several times.

The USTR stated that "an extension would facilitate an

orderly removal of the exclusion" while noting that in

some cases additional time could be granted "to allow

for the transfer of purchases to the United States or a

third country".[USTR]

The Chinese Ministry of Finance also announced on

December 22 an extension until 31 July 2024 of the

tariff exemption for some US goods destined for China

[Ministry of Finance, People’s Republic of China, in

Chinese] [Reuters]

China opposes negative China-related

provisions in US Defense Authorization

Act

(yq) China has expressed strong dissatisfaction and

firm opposition to the negative provisions related to

China in the US' National Defense Authorization Act for

Fiscal Year 2024, which, among others, authorizes

appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for defense, energy,

state, and intelligence programs. [The White House]

The act is criticized by the Chinese Defense Ministry on

December 28 for extensively manipulating the Taiwan

question, advocating strategic competition with China,

exaggerating the "China threat," pushing for "de-

risking" in key areas, and brazenly interfering in China's

internal affairs.

China emphasized that the Taiwan question is a core

interest and the first and foremost red line in China-US

relations. The US is urged to abandon Cold War

thinking, refrain from implementing negative clauses,

and work with China to implement important

consensus. [Defense Ministry, People’s Republic of

China, in Chinese] [China Daily]

China urges nationals to leave northern

Myanmar amid unrest

(yq) China's embassy in Myanmar issued an advisory

on December 28 for Chinese nationals to evacuate the

Laukkai area in Kokang region in northern Myanmar

due to escalating security risks. The region is

experiencing increased tensions as Myanmar's military

faces coordinated rebel attacks, posing a significant

challenge since the 2021 coup.
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China has expressed concern about the complex

security situation, urging restraint from relevant

parties and emphasizing the need for a peaceful

resolution to the complex security situation without

any major negative consequences or disruptions.

China previously facilitated peace talks between

Myanmar's military and rebel groups, resulting in a

temporary ceasefire, although the insurgent alliance

remains committed to opposing Myanmar's

"dictatorship.” [Reuters] [Foreign Ministry, People’s

Republic of China, in Chinese]

China criticizes Taiwan for exaggerating

military threat

(yq) Amid escalating tensions ahead of Taiwan's

presidential and parliamentary elections on January 13,

China's defense ministry accused on December 28 the

Taiwanese government of intentionally exaggerating a

military threat from China for electoral advantages.

The Ministry emphasized that the Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) authorities were using a

"familiar electoral playbook to stoke confrontation and

manipulate the election." [Defense Ministry, People’s

Republic of China, in Chinese]

Taiwan has reported increased Chinese fighter jets and

warships around the island and balloons crossing the

sensitive Taiwan Strait [see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4].

Shortly after Beijing’s statement, Taiwan's defense

ministry reported 12 military aircraft, including J-11

and Su-30 fighters, crossing the Taiwan Strait's median

line or flying close to it. The ministry reiterated China's

refusal to recognize the median line, emphasizing that

Taiwan is an integral part of China.

The Chinese government has not ruled out the use of

force to bring Taiwan under its control and has

consistently opposed the DPP, viewing its presidential

candidate, Vice President Lai Ching-te, as a separatist.

[Defense Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in

Chinese]

The United States’ arms sales to Taiwan have further

strained relations, with China expressing strong

opposition to any official and military contacts

between other nations and Taiwan. Despite the rising

tensions, Taiwan's defense ministry noted that it had

not observed signs of large-scale Chinese military

activity before the elections but remained vigilant.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jji/


In addition to military threats, Beijing announced on

December 27 that it would impose further trade

sanctions against Beijing for its "stubborn" insistence

on supporting Taiwan's independence.

This follows Beijing’s termination of tariff cuts on some

Taiwan chemical imports [see AiR No. 52,

December/2023, 4]. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2].

Xi Jinping reluctant to address disputes

with Japan during talks with Prime

Minister Kishida

(yq) According to unnamed sources, Chinese President

Xi Jinping displayed reluctance to address recent

disputes with Japan during talks with Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida in November. 

According to official press releases, Xi mentioned

during the meeting that Japan should take the

Fukushima nuclear leak seriously, while Kishida urged

China to lift the ban on imports of Japanese seafood

and expedite the release of detained Japanese

business executives [see AiR No.47, November/2023,3].

Bilateral sources said on December 27, Xi showed an

unwillingness to resolve recent disputes such as

Beijing's detention of Japanese citizens and said that

would deal with its detention of Japanese nationals in

accordance with Chinese laws.

What's more, Xi expressed a negative reaction to

Kishida's demand to remove buoys installed by Beijing

in Japan's exclusive economic zone near the Senkaku

Islands.

This comes as speculations are emerging that China

intends to maintain a continuous presence of its ships

near the Japan-controlled Senkaku Islands in the East

China Sea throughout the entirety of 2024. The move

follows a rare visit by Xi to the command office for the

East China Sea area of the China Coast Guard in

Shanghai, during which he emphasized the need to

consistently strengthen efforts to assert Beijing's

sovereignty claim over the disputed islands. [Kyodo

News 1]

As for the issue of abductions of Japanese citizens by

North Korea, Xi insisted that the deterioration in the

situation on the Korean peninsula was due to the

United States.

Xi's apparent hesitance to engage on these matters

raises concerns about the trajectory of Sino-Japanese
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relations. [Kyodo News2]

China imposes sanctions on us research

firm over Xinjiang human rights reports

(yg) China has tightened its stance on Xinjiang-related

reporting by imposing sanctions on Los Angeles-based

research firm Kharon and its lead analysts, Edmund

Xu, and Nicole Morgret. The move comes in response

to Kharon's reported contribution to a US government

report detailing human rights abuses in Xinjiang.

The sanctions, announced by the Chinese Foreign

Ministry announced on December 26, include barring

entry to China, freezing assets, and prohibiting

transactions or cooperation with the company and

individuals in China.

Kharon has been a vocal critic, extensively reporting on

allegations of human rights violations against Uyghurs

and other Muslim minorities in Xinjiang. China has

consistently denied such claims, asserting that its

measures are aimed at countering extremism and

providing job skills.

This development marks a further strain in China's

relationship with entities reporting on Xinjiang's

human rights situation, emphasizing Beijing's

pushback against external scrutiny. [Foreign Ministry,

People’s Republic of China, in Chinese] [Aljazeera]

Nvidia launches modified gaming chip in

response to US export controls targeting

China

(yq) In response to US export controls targeting China,

American multinational technology company Nvidia

has launched the GeForce RTX 4090 D, a modified

advanced gaming chip offering enhanced

performance, efficiency, and AI-driven graphics. This

chip is to debut in January for Chinese consumers.

The move follows the US government announcement

on October 17 to expand planned sanctions against

the export of AI-capable semiconductors and

equipment necessary for their production, in a latest

effort to curb China’s advancement in the

semiconductor sector [see AiR No. 43, October/2023,

4].
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US Commerce Secretary Raimondo clarified that while

Nvidia can sell AI chips to China, those with the highest

processing power are restricted. [Reuters]

China simplifies visa application process

for US tourists

(yq) In an effort to stimulate tourism and boost its

economy, the Chinese Embassy in the US announced

the simplification of visa applications for US tourists

starting from January 1. According to a notice from the

embassy the updated measures eliminate the need for

US tourist visa applicants to submit air ticket bookings,

hotel reservations, or an invitation letter.

This move follows China's earlier initiatives, including

visa-free entry for passport holders from France,

Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, and Malaysia

from December 1, allowing a 12-month window for

visits of up to 15 days [see AiR No. 48, November/2023,

4].

China's ongoing efforts to facilitate tourism include the

expansion of its visa-free transit policy to 54 countries

in November. These measures signal the country's

commitment to revitalizing its tourism industry, which

faced a significant decline during the COVID-19

pandemic due to stringent control policies.

While international flights to China have gradually

increased since the easing of COVID restrictions a year

ago, they are still operating at around 60 percent of

2019 levels. [Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

in the United States of America, in Chinese] [Reuters]

Uganda to begin construction of East

African crude oil pipeline with Chinese

support

(yq) Uganda is poised to embark on the construction of

the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) this month

January, as the first shipment of pipes from Chinese

steel pipe manufacturer Panyu Chu Kong (PCK) Steel

Pipe Co has arrived. The 1,443km pipeline aims to

transport crude oil from Uganda's Lake Albert oilfields

to Tanzania's port of Tanga.

The project, estimated at USD 5 billion, has faced

resistance from envirmonmental and rights groups,

leading to the withdrawal of many Western banks and

insurers. With opposition mounting, China is stepping

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jtk/


in as a key financier, with Chinese lenders contributing

a significant portion of the required debt.

China's involvement extends beyond financing, with

Chinese companies contracted for various aspects of

the oil and gas projects in Uganda.

The EACOP, designed to pump up to 230,000 barrels of

crude oil per day, has significant geopolitical and

economic implications for the region, as Uganda aims

to deliver its first oil to international markets by 2025.

[South China Morning Post]

Free trade agreement between Nicaragua

and China begins

(yq) On January 1, 2024, Nicaragua officially

commenced trade under a new free trade agreement

with China, marking a significant milestone in bilateral

economic relations.

This agreement grants Nicaragua access to the vast

Asian market, allowing the export of approximately

71% of its products tariff-free. The export categories

cover a range of goods, including meat, seafood, sugar,

peanuts, and rum, as well as non-food items like

leather, charcoal, wood, and automobile parts.

Notably, the agreement excludes certain Chinese

goods that could impact key Nicaraguan industries

such as meat, coffee, and sugar.

This follows on December 20 China and Nicaragua

upgraded bilateral ties, aiming to boost economic

cooperation between the two states. The trade pact

underscores Nicaragua's strategic shift towards China,

following the termination of diplomatic relations with

Taiwan in 2021.

As the agreement takes effect, it is anticipated to foster

economic growth, create job opportunities, and

facilitate the transfer of technology from China to

Nicaragua, according to Laureano Ortega, an adviser,

also the President’s son, overseeing the country's

relations with China and Russia. [Reuters] [see AiR No.

52, December/2023, 4]

India, Nepal set to ink two deals during

Jaishankar’s visit to Kathmandu

(lm) India's External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar is set

to visit Kathmandu, Nepal, this week to lead an Indian
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delegation at the seventh meeting of the Nepal-India

joint commission, which is the highest-level bilateral

mechanism between the two countries. [The

Kathmandu Post] [MyRepublica]

During the visit, at least two agreements are expected

to be signed. The first agreement will focus on long-

term energy cooperation, with India agreeing to import

10,000 megawatts of electricity from Nepal over ten

years. The second agreement pertains to India's

proposal to increase funds for small development

projects in Nepal, raising the budget per project from

roughly USD 600,000 to approximately USD 2.4 million.

India requests extradition of Lashkar-e-

Taiba founder from Pakistan

(tj/fd) India has once again requested Pakistan to

extradite Hafiz Saeed, the founder of Lashkar-e-Taiba

(LeT), who is wanted by New Delhi for his alleged

involvement in multiple terrorist acts, including the

2008 Mumbai attacks. [Jurist]

Saeed has faced multiple convictions in Pakistan on

terrorism-related charges, but India has sought his

extradition in connection with specific cases. Previous

extradition requests from India have not yielded any

action from the Pakistani government, and the lack of

an extradition treaty between the two countries has

complicated the process.

India, Pakistan exchange lists of

prisoners, lists of nuclear installations

(lm) India has called upon Pakistan to release and

repatriate 184 Indian fishermen who have completed

their sentences in Pakistani jails. The request was

made during the exchange of lists of prisoners

between the two countries as per a 2008 agreement.

India also sought immediate consular access to the

remaining 12 civilian prisoners in Pakistan's custody

and shared lists of Pakistani fishermen believed to be

in Indian custody. [The Hindu 1]

In related updates, the two countries also exchanged

lists of their nuclear installations on January 1 as part

of a bilateral agreement that prohibits them from

attacking each other's atomic facilities. [The Hindu 2]
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India makes Pakistan's terrorism-based

dialogue policy irrelevant, New Delhi’s top

diplomat says

(lm) In an interview, India's External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar has stated that India has made Pakistan's

alleged policy of using cross-border terrorism to bring

New Delhi to the dialogue table irrelevant. He

emphasized that while India is not unwilling to deal

with Pakistan, it expects a conducive environment free

of terrorism and hostility for any meaningful

engagement. [Times Now]

India, Sri Lanka discuss expediting

proposed joint projects

(lm) India's new High Commissioner to Sri Lanka,

Santosh Jha, met with Prime Minister Dinesh

Gunawardena to discuss various topics related to

bilateral ties and increasing Indian investments in Sri

Lanka. During the meeting, they discussed the

possibility of more Indian investments in the energy

sector, joint projects on Trincomalee oil storage tanks,

ports, railways, and other sectors. [Colombo Gazette]

Santosh Jha previously served as India's Ambassador

to the European Union, Belgium, and Luxembourg, and

he expressed his commitment to strengthening

bilateral friendship and cooperation during his tenure

as High Commissioner in Colombo.

India ruling party chief releases postal

stamp dedicated to Indian-origin Tamils in

Sri Lanka

(lm) The chief of India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP), JP Nadda, has released a postal stamp

commemorating 200 years of Indian origin Tamils in Sri

Lanka. The stamp was received by the Governor of the

Eastern Province Government of Sri Lanka, Senthil

Thodaman, at an event organized at the BJP

headquarters in New Delhi. During the event, Nadda

acknowledged the hardships faced by the Indian-origin

Tamil community in Sri Lanka and emphasized India's

commitment to extending support to them. [Colombo

Gazette]
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India, Russia strengthen bilateral

connection, inch closer to jointly

producing weapons

(fd/lm) India and Russia have reaffirmed their

friendship and discussed the deepening of trade and

strategic ties during a visit to Moscow by Indian

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, who called New

Delhi’s relations with Russia "the only constant in

global politics." As part of his five-day visit to Moscow,

Jaishankar met with President Putin, Foreign Minister

Lavrov and Deputy Trade Minister Manturov. [The

Hindu] [Voice of America]

During the discussions, Putin and Jaishankar discussed

various aspects of the bilateral relationship, including

trade, energy cooperation, and military collaborations.

Both leaders emphasized the importance of their

countries' strategic partnership and expressed a

commitment to further deepening their cooperation.

The meeting between Putin and Jaishankar also

touched upon various strategic issues, such as the

conflict in Ukraine and the Gaza Strip. Both countries

expressed their commitment to a multipolar world

order and discussed the need for multilateral

cooperation to address global challenges. [The New

York Times]

Notably, the two countries made significant progress in

talks regarding their plans to jointly produce military

equipment. Foreign Minister Lavrov described this

cooperation as strategic and in the interests of both

countries for ensuring security in the Eurasian region.

Lavrov also stated that Russia respects India's desire to

diversify its sources of military hardware and is

prepared to support India in manufacturing items it

needs within India. [Reuters]

The two countries also signed several agreements

which include the continued collaboration on the

Kudankulam nuclear plant, the renewing of diplomatic

consultation protocols for 2024 to 2028, deeper

collaboration on the International North-South

Transport Corridor, the Chennai-Vladivostok shipping

route as well as the Polar Northern Sea routes.

Indonesia, Cambodia bolster trade

(jb) Cambodia has experienced a significant surge in

exports to Indonesia, with trade between the two

countries reaching nearly USD 1 billion in the first 11

months of 2023. The General Department of Customs
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and Excise (GDCE) reports that this marks a 16.3

percent expansion from the same period in 2022.

Exports to Indonesia saw an impressive 111.7 percent

increase, totaling USD 70.56 million, while imports

from Indonesia rose by 12.3 percent to USD 894.68

million.

Indonesia now stands as Cambodia's 6th-largest

trading partner, accounting for 2.27 percent of the

country's total international trade volume.

The trade deficit with Indonesia reached USD 824.12

million, attributed to Indonesia's vast population and

industrial capabilities. The rise in trade is linked to

robust bilateral relations, private sector involvement,

and the implementation of the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

agreement.

Cambodia predominantly exports agricultural

products, including a substantial increase in milled rice

to meet Indonesia's demand, presenting an

opportunity for Cambodia to boost its domestic

production. Indonesian officials have praised

Cambodia's rice quality and expressed a commitment

to supporting Cambodia's food security infrastructure

[Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesian navy loses Rohingya boat

(jb) The Indonesian military is grappling with the

mystery surrounding the fate of a boat carrying

Rohingya passengers, which the navy purportedly

"shadowed" until it left the country's exclusive

economic zone.

Contradictory statements from the navy have raised

concerns, with initial claims of turning away the boat

being retracted.

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) urged Indonesia to

allow the boat to dock, expressing deep concern for

the safety of the Rohingya refugees onboard.

Indonesia, historically known for its humanitarian

tradition, currently hosts around 2,000 Rohingya

refugees. Recent tensions escalated as student

protesters in Banda Aceh forcibly relocated Rohingya

refugees, accusing them of straining the local

economy.

Activists suspect a disinformation campaign

influencing the students, emphasizing the importance
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of upholding international conventions and protecting

refugees at sea.

With over 1,500 Rohingya arrivals since November,

Indonesia faces a critical test in handling the

humanitarian needs of these displaced individuals.

[Benar News]

Indonesian Navy pushes back Rohingya

refugee boat

(jb) In a move reflecting growing discontent among

residents, the Indonesian navy intercepted and pushed

back a boat carrying Rohingya refugees off the coast of

Aceh.

The military, acting on information from the

coastguard, located the wooden vessel approximately

63 nautical miles off Aceh and ensured it did not re-

enter Indonesian waters, according to a statement on

the navy's website.

The sudden influx of Rohingya refugees in Aceh has

fueled resentment, with over 1,500 arrivals since

November, as reported by the United Nations Refugee

Agency (UNHCR). The surge has prompted Indonesia to

appeal for international assistance and bolster patrols

to combat suspected human traffickers facilitating

these arrivals.

Tensions escalated on December 27 when a mob of

students stormed a community hall in Banda Aceh,

calling for the deportation of 137 Rohingya refugees

seeking shelter (see article in this edition).

The UNHCR expressed deep concern over the attack

on vulnerable refugee families, highlighting the poor

health of many refugees after weeks at sea with

inadequate supplies [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

German university, Indonesia forge

circular economy scholarship program

(jb) RWTH Aachen University and the Directorate

General of Higher Education, Research, and

Technology (DGHERT) recently solidified their

partnership with the Circular Economy Doctoral

Scholarship Program. Indonesian Ambassador Arif

Havas Oegroseno, along with officials from the

Embassy in Berlin, Consulate General in Frankfurt, and

three Indonesian universities, visited RWTH to sign the

contract.
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The agreement entails DGHERT funding up to 15

doctoral scholarships at RWTH in the circular economy

domain over the next five years. This collaboration

stems from the BMBF-funded project GetIn-CICERO

[India Education Diary]

Japan protest criticizes South Korea for

reported exercise near disputed islets

(sh) On December 29, Japan strongly protested a

military drill conducted by South Korea at the disputed

Takeshima/Dokdo islands.

The Japanese government lodged the complaint with

both the South Korean embassy in Tokyo and the

foreign ministry in South Korea.

The longstanding dispute revolves around a set of

islands known as Takeshima in Japan and Dokdo in

Korea, for which both sides claim ownership. These

islands are situated in the Sea of Japan, referred to as

the East Sea by South Korea.

Despite Japan's protest, South Korea's defense ministry

stated that the military drill, held annually to protect

the islands, was a routine exercise.

The December drill marked the fourth conducted

under President Yoon Suk Yeol's administration.

[Reuters]

Laos and Vietnam strengthen border

security cooperation

(wn) Lao and Vietnamese border authorities have

agreed to continue patrolling their shared border to

maintain security and promote development in the

border area. The agreement was reached at the 33rd

annual Laos and Vietnam Border delegations meeting,

held on December 26th in Ninh Binh province,

Vietnam.

The two sides agreed to assign central and provincial

border officials to conduct joint border patrols

regularly and enhance the management of border

affairs, border markers, and border checkpoints.

Both sides also agreed to raise awareness about the

regulations governing the border and its boundary

among everyone living in the border area. This will

encourage residents to protect the boundary and

border markers and prevent any damaging activities.
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Additionally, the meeting emphasized the need to

develop further infrastructure to strengthen economic,

trade, import and export activities. The goal is to create

conditions that enable people to earn a living and

encourage people-to-people links, cross-border trade,

and more. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia, Thailand agree to speed up the

widening and deepening of the Golok

River to deal with floods

(ba) The governments of Malaysia and Thailand have

come to an agreement to accelerate the widening and

deepening of the Golok River, which marks the border

between the two countries.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim stated that discussions

on this matter were conducted with his Thai

counterpart, Srettha Thavisin. Furthermore, Anwar

announced that, in tandem with this initiative, five

additional projects are slated for implementation to

effectively manage and reduce the occurrence of

floods. The prime minister disclosed that a budget of

USD 198 million has been allocated for these projects.

Simultaneously, Anwar revealed the approval of an

immediate allocation of RM 6 million (USD 1.3 million)

for the construction of a spillway in the Sungai Golok

Integrated River Basin Development Project (PLSB). He

specified that the spillway will be constructed in three

locations, including the site of the breached

embankment. [Astro Awani]

Mongolia, Japan to cooperate in drone

delivery of blood supplies

(ap) Japanese and Mongolian UAV and healthcare

organizations have successfully completed the

construction of a blood delivery system between

Ulaanbaatar Hospital and a transfusion center, a move

that is seen as paving the way for establishing a

routine exchange of medical drone delivery services

between the two nations.

This initiative is particularly significant as Mongolia’s

capital, Ulaanbaatar, presents challenging conditions

for unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) due to factors

such as high winds, high altitude, and extremely low

temperatures. Despite these obstacles, the demand

for UAVs in the city has risen due to increased

population density and air pollution.
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Subsequent to the "Mongolia New Smart Logistics

Symposium 2023," a working group dedicated to

advancing drone delivery in the region achieved a

milestone by successfully conducting the first-ever

logistics flight over a populated area, even in the

demanding conditions of minus fifteen degrees

Celsius. [Drone Life]

Mongolia, United Arab Emirates MoU on

visa-free travel takes effect

(dql) On December 28, the Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) Mongolia and the United Arab

Emirates regarding mutual visa exemption came into

effect.

Under this agreement, individuals holding diplomatic,

official/special, service, and regular passports can

travel between the two countries for up to 30 days

without the need for an entry permit.

The MoU was signed in Abu Dhabi in November.

[Montsame] 

Myanmar seeks power purchases from

Laos

(sk/dql) Speaking at the bilateral ministerial meeting on

Myanmar-Laos electricity sector cooperation held in

Vientiane, Laos on December 25, U Nyan Tun, Union

Minister for Electric Power, highlighted Myanmar’s

need to improve not only its own production of power

as well as to purchase power across the border, citing

the county’s need of 14,542 megawatts of electricity by

2030.

He also stressed that efforts are being made to build

cross-border power line projects, calling for the

implementation of the Myanmar-Laos cross-border

power line project in a short period of time following

completion of feasibility studies. [ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar, Thailand discuss joint efforts

against online gambling and scams

(sk) Chairman of the State Administration Council

Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing met with a delegation

led by Director of Joint Operations of the Royal Thai
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Armed Forces Lt-Gen Jakkapong Janpengpen in Nay Pyi

Taw on December 27.

Discussions included strengthening ties, cooperation in

border region stability, rule of law, and joint efforts

against narcotic drugs, online gambling, and scams.

Both sides emphasized plans for collaborative actions,

including eradicating online gambling and scams near

the Myanmar-Thai border.

Cooperation on political and security trends,

humanitarian measures, and information exchange

was also discussed. [ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar, China sign follow-up contract

for deep seaport project

(sk) On December 26, an additional contract for the

Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone deep-sea port

project was signed in Nay Pyi Taw between Myanmar

and China.

The Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone Deep Sea Port

Project, a joint venture between China and Myanmar,

involves a 70-30 percent share split.

The project aims to establish Myanmar's first

international-level deep-sea port, with plans for four

phases and the capacity to handle seven million TEU

containers annually. [ElevenMyanmar]

North Korea no longer seeks reunification

with South Korea

(ap/dql) Inter-Korean tensions has escalated to a new

level, after North Korean leader Kim Jong-un described

the relations between North and South Korea as

“hostile countries in a state of war,” and declared that

he no longer considers South Korea as a counterpart

for reconciliation and unification.

Kim Jong-un added that South Korea seeks the collapse

of the North Korean regime and unification by

absorption.

Furthermore, he announced the launch of three

additional military spy satellites, the production of

more nuclear materials and the introduction of attack

drones in 2024.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jhi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vurjye-l-jhd/


Kim made these statements as he was closing a five-

days plenary meeting of the Central Committe of the

ruling Worker’s Party on December 30. [Yonhap] [AP

News]

Meanwhile, South Korea's National Intelligence Service,

the country’s spy agency, has warned of a high

probability of military actions to be taken by

Pyongyang in early 2024, citing Kim’s ordered to

officials to prepare measures to cause major

shockwaves in South Korea ahead of South Korea's

general elections in April. [NHK]

Satellite imaginary show North Korean

arms delivered to Russia, Bloomberg says

(dql) According to a Bloomberg report, satellite imagery

taken between October and December 2023 unveil

that hundreds of shipping containers carrying arms

were loaded onto and unloaded from Russian ships at

North Korea’s Najin and Russia’s Dunay ports. The two

ports are 180 kilometers apart.

The deliveries are said to encompass 120mm mortars,

122mm and 152mm artillery shells as well as 122mm.

This development comes as Ukraine faces the risk of

losing critical Western supplies. [Bloomberg] [The

Moscow Times]

China blasts Philippines plan to build

Ayungin facilities

(lb) China has criticized the Philippines for its plan to

build a permanent structure at Ayungin Shoal (known

as Ren'ai Jiao by China) in the South China Sea. Beijing

accused the Philippines of reneging on its commitment

to keep the shoal, located within Manila’s exclusive

economic zone, "uninhabited and facility-free" and

suggested that constructing a permanent structure

would violate international law and the Declaration on

the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea.

The Philippines has reportedly included funding for a

civilian structure at Ayungin Shoal in its 2024 national

budget. The move is seen as an effort to assert the

Philippines' sovereignty over the disputed region and

provide shelter for fisherfolk who have been blocked

by China from fishing in the area. [Philstar]
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Top Philippine, United States diplomats

push stronger ties amid China spat

(lb) Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo

and his United States counterpart Antony Blinken

discussed ways to strengthen their alliance during a

phone conversation. They also addressed ongoing

tensions in the South China Sea, with Blinken

emphasizing Washington’s "ironclad commitments" to

its defense treaty with the Philippines. [The Star]

This conversation came shortly after China's Foreign

Minister Wang Yi warned of "serious difficulties" in the

relationship between Beijing and Manila, as tensions

between the two countries have escalated in the South

China Sea.

Philippines grapples with financial hurdle

to buy United States F-16 fighter jets

(lb) The Philippines' potential purchase of 12 F-16

fighter jets from the United States, valued at USD 2.5

billion, has faced delays due to financial constraints.

The proposed sale includes 10 F-16C Block 70/72

aircraft and two F-16D Block 70/72 aircraft, along with

additional equipment and missiles. Manila considers

the offered price to be too high, prompting the country

to explore alternative options.

One possibility is canceling the deal and acquiring used

F-16s from a third country, like Denmark. However, this

may face obstacles as Washington's approval is

required for any F-16 sales to a third country, and the

U.S. State Department had previously approved the

sale of Denmark-owned F-16s to Argentina. The

Philippines has also been offered JAS-39 Gripen fighter

jets from Sweden as an alternative.

As the Philippines seeks to modernize its military amid

China’s increasing influence, suggestions to reallocate

US financial assistance, particularly the Foreign Military

Financing (FMF) program, toward the Indo-Pacific to

counter China’s strategic dominance have surfaced.

However, the fate of a pending emergency budget bill

in the US Congress, aiming to enhance security

assistance to Asia, remains uncertain due to partisan

dynamics, potentially impacting aid allocation to

countries like the Philippines. [Nikkei Asia]

South Korean President commits to anti-

North Korea extended deterrence plan
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with US in New Year’s address

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Yuk-seol has put

the focus of foreign and security policy in his New

Year’s address on the plan to strengthen South

Korean-US extended deterrence against North Korea

on the Korean Peninsula, voicing his conviction that

2024 will see the full completion the plan by June.

Under this plan, agreed upon between Yoon and US

President Joe Biden in the Washington Declaration in

April the two allies commit to "cooperative decision-

making in nuclear deterrence", that includes jointly

executing and planning Seoul’s support to US nuclear

operations to counter Pyongyang’s potential use of

nuclear weapons directed at South Korea.

As part of the plans under the Washington Declaration,

the two sides have already established the vice-

ministerial Nuclear Consultative Group (NCG) to

expand the deployment of US strategic assets, in

addition to the standing vice-minister-level body

Extended Deterrence Strategy and Consultation Group.

The inaugural meeting of the NCG occurred in

December.

Yoon’s address comes on the heels of North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un's last week’s statements in which

he announced that there would be no reunification

between the two Koreas and described the relations

between Pyongyang and Seoul as “two hostile

countries in a state of war,” while announcing the

launch of three additional spy satellites, the production

of more nuclear materials and the introduction of

attack drones in the year ahead (see article in this

edition). [Office of the President, South Korea] [Korea

JoongAng Daily]

For a discussion of diplomatic and security challenges

South Korea will be facing in 2024, see Ji Da-gyum in

[The Korea Herald] who asserts that South Korea “will

need to navigate rising diplomatic complexities and

elevated security risks – especially the possibility of

inter-Korean clashes – while protecting its economic

security amid the strategic competition between the

United States and China.”

For a discussion of the selection of 12 diplomatic

missions Seoul will open in 2024, see Ruqiya Anwar in

[Modern Diplomacy] who argues that selection of the

designated countries Botswana, Sierra Leone, and

Zambia in Africa; Suriname and Jamaica in Central and

South America; Estonia, Luxembourg, Lithuania, and

Slovenia in Europe; and Armenia and Georgia in

Southwest Asia reflects South Korea’s efforts to not

only “deliberately expand its presence across varied
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regions [...] to actively contribute to international

affairs,” but also “to demonstrate leadership and

create stronger links with nations that play critical roles

in the emerging geopolitical narrative.”

South Korea imposes sanctions on North

Korean spy chief

(dql) South Korea has imposed sanctions on Ri Chang

Ho, the head of North Korea's intelligence agency, the

Reconnaissance General Bureau, alongside seven

other North Koreans, for being implicated in illicit

cyber activities that are believed to provide financial

support for Pyongyang's nuclear weapons and

conventional missile programs.

The Reconnaissance General Bureau is recognized as

the overseeing entity for North Korea-backed hacking

groups, including Kimsuky, Lazarus, and Andariel, all of

which were previously subjected to sanctions by Seoul.

[Al Jazeera]

This latest move follows South Korea's September

sanctions, which targeted ten individuals and two

entities involved in North Korea's nuclear program and

weapons trade. Among those sanctioned were North

Korea's defense minister and chief of staff [see AiR No.

39, September/2023, 4].

South Korea foreign minister, Gulf

Cooperation Council secretary general

meet as FTA is signed

(dql) South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin held talks

with Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council

(GCC) Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi in Seoul on

December 28.

The meeting followed the signing of a bilateral free

trade agreement between South Korea and the GCC on

the same day. The agreement is expected to

strengthen Seoul's export competitiveness and boost

energy security.

During the conversation, Park expressed his

expectations that the FTA will serve as an "important

foundation" for expanding bilateral trade and

emphasized that the South Korean government’s

commitment to becoming a key partner to GCC

countries in their push for industrial diversification.
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Negotiations for a bilateral free trade deal began in

2007 and were halted in 2010. After a 13-year hiatus,

talks were resumed in 2022. [Yonhap]

Two South Korean abducted in Nigeria

released

(dql) The South Korean foreign ministry has confirmed

on December 30 that two abducted South Koreans

nationals were released.

The two men – employees of Daewoo Engineering &

Construction Co in their 50s and 60s, respectively – had

been abducted by an unidentified armed group in

southern Nigeria on December 12.

According to Seoul officials, the abduction followed the

dominant pattern of seeking ransom for the release of

the abductees. Terrorist motives appeared to be not

involved.

Abductions for ransom have totaled some 800 in 2023,

while more than 1,100 cases were recorded for 2022.

[Yonhap]

Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha to

travel to Sri Lanka to sign free trade deal

(lm) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is

scheduled to travel to Sri Lanka in February to sign a

Free Trade Agreement (FTA) following the latest round

of talks between the two countries. The 9th round of

trade negotiations took place in Sri Lanka from

December 18-20, with agreement reached on rules

covering trade, services, investments, and economic

cooperation. [Colombo Gazette]

Negotiations for the FTA between Sri Lanka and

Thailand resumed in November after being on hold for

four years due to the COVID-19 pandemic and ongoing

restructuring of Sri Lanka's state-owned entities. The

FTA is expected to benefit various industries in both

countries, including automotive, fashion, gems, metal,

electronics, machinery, rubber gloves, pet food, and

corn, as well as service firms in finance, insurance,

tourism, and research and development.

Sri Lanka to establish High Commission in

New Zealand
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(lm) The Sri Lankan government has approved the

establishment of a Sri Lankan High Commissioners’

Office in Wellington, New Zealand, to enhance

diplomatic relations between the two countries. [Daily

Mirror]

Taiwanese President Tsai advocates for

“healthy” cross-strait exchanges in New

Year’s address

(xc) In her last New Year's Day address before leaving

office, President Tsai Ing-wen emphasized the need for

peaceful and reciprocal dialogue with China,

underscoring her administration's commitment to a

democratic Taiwan and its increasing international

presence.

Tsai advocated for reopening dialogue with China

based on peace, reciprocity, and democracy. She

highlighted Taiwan's approach as "unprovocative and

unyielding" in response to Chinese aggression,

expressing hope for both sides of the Taiwan Strait to

share the responsibility of maintaining regional peace

and stability.

Since Tsai's tenure began in 2016, official

communications with China have been cut, primarily

due to the DPP's rejection of the "1992 consensus."

The DPP argues that accepting the consensus equates

to agreeing with China's claim over Taiwan and is akin

to the "one country, two systems" model applied to

Hong Kong and Macau.

While Tsai didn’t mention the word “independence”,

she called on the international community to “help

defend Taiwan and maintain peace and stability across

the Taiwan Strait.” [Office of the President, Taiwan]

[Focus Taiwan]

Allegations of Bejing pressuring

Taiwanese in China to support KMT

(xc) A national security source has revealed that a

Chinese business association is reportedly urging

Taiwanese businesspeople in China to donate to the

Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT), reflecting Beijing's

stance in Taiwan's upcoming elections.

Taiwanese businesspeople in China are allegedly being

asked to donate at least USD 332 to the KMT, with

specific instructions to make the donations identifiable
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as coming from Taiwanese in China. The request puts

Taiwanese businesspeople in a challenging position,

fearing potential retaliation for non-compliance.

According to Taiwan's Political Donations Act,

individuals can donate up to USD 9,900 per year to a

political party, while businesses can give up to USD

99,000.

DPP Legislator Liu Shiyh-fang interprets this as

Beijing's implicit message that doing business in China

requires supporting the KMT.

The KMT has urged the DPP to provide evidence for

these claims and accused the DPP of unfairly

associating the KMT with Beijing. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan indicts a man for assisting Chinese

firm Hikvision in illegal activities

(xc) Taiwan's authorities have indicted a man,

identified as Lou, for his involvement in aiding

Hikvision, a Chinese video surveillance equipment

manufacturer, closely linked with China’s military, in

conducting illegal operations in Taiwan.

Lou, a former sales manager at Hangzhou Hikvision

Digital Technology Co., Ltd., is accused of aiding the

company in investing in Taiwan, despite knowing its

close ties with China’s military. e reportedly

collaborated with another individual, Chen, to rent an

office at Nangang Software Park in Taipei City, which

served as Hikvision’s base in Taiwan. Lou is charged

with recruiting six high-tech experts from Taiwanese

companies for Hikvision, listing them as employees of

the company's Singapore branch to avoid detection.

During interrogations by the Ministry of Justice

Investigation Bureau, Lou confessed to illegal

recruitment activities. The Taipei District Prosecutors

Office indicted Lou for violating the Act Governing

Relations between the People of the Taiwan Area and

the Mainland Area. Chen received a suspended

indictment. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan’s defense ministry reports first

direct overflight of Chinese balloon

(xc) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND)

publicly announced the flight path of Chinese balloons

over Taiwanese territory for the first time, marking a
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new development in the observation of Chinese

activities in the region.

Two Chinese balloons were detected on January 1, with

one crossing the median line northwest of Chiayi and

the other northwest of Keelung. The balloons were

flying at altitudes of approximately 9,144 m and 9,754

m. Both balloons eventually headed east and

disappeared from monitoring systems.

This is the first instance of the ministry providing real-

time information about a Chinese balloon flying over

Taiwan. Past reports about Chinese balloons, generally

identified as weather or spy balloons, were revealed

retrospectively with limited details.

The ministry also reported the presence of four

People's Liberation Army (PLA) aircraft and three naval

vessels around Taiwan within the same timeframe. A

KJ-500 early warning and control aircraft was

particularly noted for entering the southwest sector of

Taiwan's air defense identification zone. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan secures US maintenance services

for RIM-66 standard missiles

(xc) Taiwan has finalized an agreement with the United

States for maintenance services of its RIM-66 Standard

missiles. The deal, valued at 22.55 million USD, covers

depot-level repairs for the missiles. The four-year plan

is set to be completed by the end of 2027. The contract

was signed between Taiwan's military representative

office in the U.S. and the American Institute in Taiwan.

The maintenance services aim to improve the

performance and reliability of the RIM-66 Standard

missiles. Taiwan's Keelung-class destroyers, Cheng

Kung-class frigates, Panshi-class fast combat support

ship, and Chi Yang-class frigates are equipped with

these missiles. [Taiwan News]

Thailand anticipates concluding free trade

agreement with the EU within two years

(tt) Thailand is preparing to host the second round of

free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations with the

European Union (EU) at the end of this month. This

first round of talks was held in September last year in

Brussels.

Chotima Iemsawasdikul, Director-General of the

Department of Trade Negotiations, pointed out that
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the talks will prioritize trade, investment, and services

liberalization.

Thailand seeks to finalize the agreement within the

next two years, with three meetings to be held per

year to the negotiations to be concluded by 2025.

[Thailand Business News]

Direct rail cargo service between Thailand

and China launched

(tt) Thailand and China launched the first direct cargo

rail link from Nong Khai to Chongqing via Laos on

December 29. 

Thai Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives

Thamanat Prompow presided over a ceremony in

Nong Khai to see off the first Thai train transporting

agricultural products directly to China.

The link is part of China's New Land-Sea Corridor

project, which aims to improve rail connectivity

between Southeast Asia, China, and Europe.

Chongqing, the mega-city with a population of over 31

million in southwestern China is the project’s hub. [The

Nation]

Thailand, China to permanently waive

visa requirements from March onwards

(bk) Beginning March 1, Thailand and China will

permanently waive visa requirements for citizens of

both countries, as part of the lastest agreement

between the two governments, announced by Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin on January 2.

This reciprocal visa waiver will replace Thailand's

previous visa-free policy for Chinese tourists which is

set to expire by the end of February. [Thai PBS World]

Korean-Thai Chamber of Commerce

spearheads to ensure proper employment

opportunities for Thai workers in South

Korea

(bk) The Korean-Thai Chamber of Commerce (KTCC)

plans to negotiate with South Korean local government

officials to allow Thai workers’ employment in South

Korea.
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This initiative follows a meeting between KTCC and the

Thai Labour Ministry, with the aim of addressing South

Korea's labor shortage, particularly in agriculture,

fishing, and industrial sectors.

The negotiations, set to conclude soon, will potentially

allow around 7,000 Thai workers to work in South

Korea. The KTCC president highlighted South Korea’s

readiness to accept qualified Thai workers.

The Thai Labour Ministry is prepared to meet South

Korea's request, with plans to deploy the first batch of

workers skilled in animal raising next year.

Additionally, efforts will be made to establish a Thai

association in South Korea due to the expected

increase in the number of Thai workers. [The Nation]

Thailand’s opposition Move Forward Party

denies accusation of political meddling

into Cambodian politics

(msz) On December 28, Thailand’s main opposition

Move Forward Party (MFP) released a statement

dismissing the claim made by the Khmer Unity Great

Nation Party (KUGNP) that the MFP was supporting a

group from the anti-government movement in

Cambodia and providing a safe haven for anti-

government propaganda.

KUGNP is a group of seven Cambodian political parties

and six civil society organizations, which had urged

Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin to monitor MFP

activities on December 27.

In a statement rejecting KUGNP’s accusations, the MFP

said that while the party has interactions with political

parties around the world with whom it shares and

discuss views about democracy and other political

matters, there has never been bilateral relationships or

agreements with any foreign political groups. [The

Nation Thailand]

China’s Yunnan, Vietnam’s Lao Cai

provinces increase cooperation

(wn) During a working session held on December 31 in

Lao Cai City, it was announced that localities in the

northern mountainous border province of Lao Cai and

Hekou district in China's Yunnan province will be
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increasing their collaboration in the areas of economy,

trade, and industrial parks soon. [Nhân Dân]

The localities agreed to improve policy, labor, goods

and capital circulation connectivity, and trade

promotion. They will promote exporting high-quality

farm produce and food and develop cross-border e-

commerce. They will focus on creating a long-term

linkage mechanism for customs clearance and

measures to facilitate cross-border e-commerce.

 

Announcements

 

 

Recent book releases

Calder Walton, Spies: The Epic Intelligence War

Between East and West, Simon & Schuster, 688 pages,

published June 6, 2023, with a review in [Foreign

Affairs].  

Andrew Hoehn, and Thom Shanker, Age of Danger:

Keeping America Safe in an Era of New Superpowers,

New Weapons, and New Threats, Hachette Books, 368

pages, published May 9, 2023, reviewed in [Foreign

Affairs].  

Hendrik W. Ohnesorge, Soft Power and the Future of

U.S. Foreign Policy, Manchester University Press, 280

pages, published June 27, 2023. Visit [Foreign Affairs]

for a review.  

Elizabeth Anderson, Hijacked: How Neoliberalism

Turned The Work Ethic Against Workers and How

Workers Can Take It Back, Cambridge University Press,

384 pages, published September 21, 2023, reviewed in

[LSE]. 

Erica Thompson, Escape from Model Land: How

Mathematical Models Can Lead Us Astray and What
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We Can Do about It, Basic Books, 256 pages, published

November 23, 2023, with a review in [LSE].  

Eviane Leidig, The Women of the Far Right: Social

Media Influencers and Online Radicalization,

Columbia University Press, 288 pages, published

September 19, 2023. Visit [LSE] for a review.  

Calls

The Faculty of Law at Lund University invites paper

proposals for its workshop “Socio-economic rights and

non-discrimination at the intersection of the market,

the border, and the welfare state, to be held on May

27-28, 2024. The deadline for abstract submission is

January 22, 2024. For more information, see [Lund

University].

The Cambridge International Law Journal (CILJ)

invites paper proposals for its 13th Annual Conference

“The Intersection of Peace and Sustainability in

International Law,” to take place on April 8-9, 2024, at

the Faculty of Law, Cambridge University. The deadline

for abstract submission is January 7, 2024. For more

information, see [CILJ].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided at [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,

or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted open until filled. More

information is provided at [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Planning, Monitoring and Reporting

Manager to be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Applications are accepted until January 14, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Operations Management Team

(OMT) Coordination Associate to be based in New

Delhi, India. Applications are accepted until January 15,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Ending Violence against Women

Specialist to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam. Applications

are accepted until January 14, 2024. More information

is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Field Monitoring Associate to be

based in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Applications are accepted until January 13, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Digitalization and Data Analytics

Specialist to be based in Manila, The Philippines.

Applications are accepted until January 12, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Caseworker (Schedule A) to be based in New

York, USA. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Deputy Director, Budgets & Planning to be based in

New York, USA. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Operations Manager for Peru and Ecuador to be

based in Lima, Peru. More information is provided at

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Director of Finance, Europe to be based in Berlin,

Brussels or London. More information is provided at

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Project Manager, AI to be based in New York, USA.

More information is provided at [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a

Protection from Violence Project Manager Ukraine

Kyiv, to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are

accepted until January 15, 2024. More information is

provided at [NRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks an Area

Manager Palestine West Bank to be based in

Jerusalem, Palestine, State of. Applications are

accepted until January 13, 2024. More information is

provided at [NRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a Head

of Programme Poland to be based in Warsaw, Poland. 

Applications are accepted until January 15, 2024. More

information is provided at [NRC].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Partnerships Officer CST 2 to be based in Dakar,

Senegal. Applications are accepted until January 8,

2024. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Associate (Resilience and Cash-Based

Transfers) SC6 to be based in Odesa, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until January 21, 2024. More

information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Economist SC6 to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until January 15, 2024. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Senior

Programme Associate to be based in India.

Applications are accepted until January 9, 2024. More

information is provided at [WFP].

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks a

Programme Specialist to be based in Peshawar,

Pakistan. Applications are accepted until January 12,

2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Child Protection Manager to be based in Southn

Sudan. Applications are accepted until January 11,

2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Programme Specialist (Partnerships) to be based

in Prague, Czech Republic. Applications are accepted

until January 9, 2024. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Planning and Monitoring Manager to be based in

Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until

January 7, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Adviser on Health Policy to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until January 9, 2024. More

information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

International consultant – Public Health

Intelligence to be based in New Delhi, India.

Applications are accepted until January 7, 2024. More

information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Regional Adviser (Access to Medicines & Health
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Products) to be based in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Applications are accepted until January 22, 2024. More

information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Public Health Officer to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 14,

2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Consultant – Epidemiologist to be based anywhere.

Applications are accepted until January 7, 2024. More

information is provided at [WHO].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Social

Researcher to be based in Moldova. Applications are

accepted until January 9, 2024. More information is

provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Regional

Emergency Coordinator to be based in Dakar or

Bogota, Senegal. Applications are accepted until

January 10, 2024. More information is provided at

[DRC].

The European Council for Nuclear Research (CERN)

seeks a Survey Engineer to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 24,

2024. More information is provided at [CERN].

The European Council for Nuclear Research (CERN)

seeks a Treasury Analyst to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 15,

2024. More information is provided at [CERN].

The European Council for Nuclear Research (CERN)

seeks a Communications Officer to be based in

Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until

January 19, 2024. More information is provided at

[CERN].

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) seeks a

Regional Director, Europe to be based in Vienna,

Austria. Applications are accepted until January 14,

2024. More information is provided at [IFC].

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) seeks a

Social Development Specialist - Gender and Gender

Based Violence and Harassment to be based in

Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted until January

5, 2024. More information is provided at [IFC].

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) seeks

an Environmental Specialist to be based in

Johannesburg, South Africa. Applications are accepted
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until January 5, 2024. More information is provided at

[IFC].

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) seeks a

Social Development Specialist to be based in Sao

Paulo, Brazil. Applications are accepted until January

14, 2024. More information is provided at [IFC].

 

Team:

Aida Pachedji (ap), Bintang Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan

Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas

Diecke (fd), Jason Wang (jw), Jia Yue Ong (oy), Jonathan

Riley (jr), Joseph Black (jb), Kishwer Baqar (kb), Lawrence

Brenner (lb), Lucas Meier (lm), Morten Strantzen (ms),

Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha), Myat Sandar Zaw (mz),

Olena Krytska, Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm), Sai Laung Kam

(sk), Saranya Setthi, Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Teerada

Thammapoonphol (tt), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus

Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Xiangyi Chen (xc),

Yudo Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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