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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and
geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.
| wish you an informative read.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Anti-corruption watchdog unveils
sectors under scrutiny for 2024

(ms) The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), China'’s highest anti-corruption body, has
unveiled its priorities for 2024, targeting key sectors
including finance, state-owned enterprises, energy,
tobacco, healthcare, and infrastructure. The
announcement, made during the party watchdog's
third plenary session in Beijing, marks a continuation
of the relentless efforts to eliminate corruption within
the nation's power structures.

The CCDI's latest communique not only reaffirms the
strong focus applied to the finance, state-owned
enterprises, tobacco, and healthcare sector but also
adds stronger scrutiny of large-scale infrastructure
projects. Meanwhile, sectors such as education, sports,
grain reserves and statistics have been removed from
the list for 2024, signaling an end to the investigation
for now.



President Xi Jinping, addressing the CCDI meeting,
emphasized the need for an unwavering commitment
to the fight against corruption, stating, "There's no
turning back, no relaxing and no mercy in fighting
corruption." This sentiment underlines the political will
behind the anti-corruption campaign, which has
become a cornerstone of Xi's leadership since he
assumed power in 2012.

One notable addition to Xi's political doctrine, referred
to as "Xi Jinping's important thoughts on the party's
self-revolution," indicates a continuous evolution of his
political ideology. The CCDI communique praised Xi's
disciplined leadership, acknowledging his efforts in
promoting comprehensive and strict governance with
unprecedented determination.

However, concerns have been raised about the
potential impact of the intensified anti-corruption
campaign on China's economic recovery. Xi's specific
focus on sectors crucial to the economy, such as
finance and infrastructure, could create uncertainty
among decision-makers and investors. Some experts
argue that the security-centric approach, prioritizing
national safety over economic considerations, poses a
potential risk to investor confidence and economic
growth. [Bloomberg] [Global Times] [South China
Morning Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2] [Xinhua]

In general, looking at the communique, it can be seen
that the renewed intensification of the anti-corruption
campaign in the country, which saw a record number
of investigations against active and former high-
ranking officials in 2023 [see AiR No. 2, January/2024,
2], will not come to an end in 2024.

In addition to the sheer number of investigations,
there was also a change in the targets. On the one
hand, more retired officials, who are otherwise
considered relatively safe, were placed under
investigation, but more importantly, high-ranking
officials belonging to Xi's political camp have also been
targeted.

Former Defense Minister Li Shangfu and, above all,
Foreign Minister Qin Gang, were considered to belong
to Xi's camp, which is why the dismissal of both from
their posts, in addition to their short time in office,
resulted in a major uproar. Both individuals are also
said to have been mentioned by name as part of a
speech given by Xi at the "democratic life meeting"
held by the politburo at the end of December.
According to reports, Xi is said to have accused Li and
Qin of " betraying" him.
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In general, Xi is said to have placed heavy blame during
the meeting on the participating members of the
Politburo and other high-ranking officials for
apparently being unable to deal properly with the
problems facing the country, particularly economic
challenges.

Xiis also demanding "unison of thought" from those
present, which further reinforces the pledge of
unreserved loyalty to him, and in light of the
aforementioned high investigation figures last year,
not only is there no end in sight to the corruption
campaign, but the cases of Li and Qin also show that
even the highest-ranking party members do not
appear to be safe. [read more on the meeting The
Jamestown Foundation]

China: Overtake of Japan as top car
exporter

(ms) China's car industry has surpassed Japan as the
world's leading car exporter, in 2023, with more than
4.9 million units shipped, especially Exports to the
heavily sanctioned Russian market and the rising
popularity of New Energy Vehicles (NEVs) had a major
share in this achievement.

In 2023, China recorded a significant increase in car

sales of 58 percent compared to the previous year. The
growth was fueled by a confluence of factors, including
a staggering 545 percent increase in vehicle shipments
to Russia, emerging as China's fastest-growing market.

The global surge in demand for electric vehicles (EVs)
played another pivotal role in China's ascent. NEVs,
encompassing hybrids and EVs, contributed to nearly a
third of China's vehicle production and a quarter of its
exports. A standout performer in this arena was BYD,
China's leading EV manufacturer, which outpaced Tesla
in sales during the fourth quarter of 2023 for the first
time [see AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2], underscoring
China's rapid progress in the EV sector.

The foundation for the massive increase in recent
years were and still are ongoing government subsidies.
However, challenges have emerged on the global
stage. Europe responded to the influx of Chinese EVs
by imposing a 10 percent tariff, citing artificially low
prices and substantial state subsidies (see AR No. 38,
September/2023, 3). [Reuters] [VOA News]
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China: Evergrande “never profitable”
states new report

(ms) The heavily indebted Chinese Developer
Evergrande Group is facing yet the next headwind as
financial analysts claim in a new report, that changes
to its accounting methodology in 2021 suggest the
company was "never profitable."

Evergrande, rejected these claims, asserting that its
audited annual reports from 2021, conducted by
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), received unqualified
opinions. The developer altered its revenue-
recognition method in 2021 to align with current
standards amid a liquidity crisis and substantial staff
losses.

GMT Research, a Hong Kong-based accounting
research firm, published a report already in the
beginning of December last year, questioning
Evergrande's profit history, accusing the company of
significantly overstating revenue and earnings for
years. Despite Evergrande's rebuttal and clarification,
its stock price fell 2.8 percent, contributing to a nearly
12 percent slump since the year's start.

Evergrande refuted GMT Research's allegations,
emphasizing that falling profits since 2021 were due to
properties sold with low gross margins and challenges
in the real estate sector. The short seller's report,
published on December 1, contended that Evergrande
inflated revenue and profit, asserting, "There were
never any profits." However, Evergrande argued that
the report lacked substantive evidence and vowed to
take legal action against GMT Research.

Whether the report is true or not cannot be verified
yet, but nonetheless, such reports are a continuation
of the challenges the Chinese real estate sector is
facing and do not diminish the already existing lack of
confidence of much-needed investors. [South China
Morning Post] [Yicai Global]

China: Hong Kong's own Article 23 on
agenda for 2024

(ms) While it has been repeatedly announced over the
past year, it has now been officially confirmed that the
2024 legislative agenda in Hong Kong will include
Article 23 of the Basic Law that mandates Hong Kong
to enact its own laws against treason, secession,
sedition, and subversion.
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In response to the 2019 anti-government protests,
China imposed a national security law on Hong Kong in
2020. This law grants Beijing broader powers to
intervene in Hong Kong's affairs and criminalizes
activities deemed as secession, subversion, terrorism,
and collusion with foreign forces, would therefore fall
under the law demanded under Article 23.

The National Security Law attracted a great deal of
international criticism, as the inherent vague wording
was used to systematically persecute and suppress
organizers and members of the opposition. In addition,
it strengthened the influence of the Chinese mainland
and at the same time reduced Hong Kong's autonomy,
which is originally meant to be under the "one country,
two systems" approach. As the introduction of the
city's own security law is not intended to replace the
law introduced by Beijing, but rather to supplement it,
no decline in the mainland's presence is to be
expected in this respect either.

Against criticism from the city's judicial branch, top
government advisers have suggested skipping parts of
public consultation to avoid potential delays in order to
speed up the legislative process of the law. Chief
Executive John Lee ka-chiu, confirmed neither denied
such plans, but such exclusion of the public would
pose a great risk of further deteriorating the human
rights situation in the city. [Hong Kong Free Press]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Hong Kong new families get one-
time payment as an incentive for a higher
birth rate

(ms) In an effort to address Hong Kong's record-low
birth rate, the government has announced a one-off
USD 2,600 cash incentive for over 4,600 families with
newborns. Deputy Chief Secretary Warner Cheuk Wing-
hing emphasized the urgency of reversing the city's
plummeting birth rates, as the total fertility rate
reached an alarming 0.77.

The bonus, proposed by Chief Executive John Lee Ka-
chiu in October 2023 [see Hong Kong Free Press], aims
to encourage couples to have more children.

The application period for the scheme, which began on
October 25 and concluded on January 8, saw 4,682
eligible applications. Critics initially questioned the
effectiveness of the measure, but Cheuk assured that it
is part of a comprehensive strategy to tackle the issue.
The government is seeking USD 300 Million in funding
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for the three-year campaign, projecting an increase of
20 percent in births from the 2022 numbers.

Beyond the cash bonus, Chief Executive John Lee's
multi-faceted approach includes easier access to
subsidized housing for families with newborns, tax
reductions for those buying or renting property, and
shortened waiting times for public housing applicants.

The government is also set to raise the working family
allowance by 15 percent and add 900 places in day
childcare services and extend after-school care
programs for pre-primary pupils. [South China
Morning Post]

China: Launch of most powerful solid-fuel
rocket

(ms) OrienSpace, a rising company in China's private
aerospace sector, has achieved a significant milestone
by launching the world's most powerful solid-fuel
rocket, the Gravity-1, from a mobile sea platform near
Haiyang in Shandong province.

The rocket, with a thrust of 600 tonnes, successfully
placed three Yunyao-1 weather satellites into orbit,

marking a record-breaking achievement in payload

capacity for Chinese commercial rockets.

This success propels China's private aerospace
ambitions forward, surpassing even the European
Space Agency's Vega-C. The Gravity-1, boasting a
spacious cargo compartment suitable for cargo lifts for
the China's space station. Notably, it can meet the
unique demands of the Chinese military by launching
satellites within 24 hours of a request.

OrienSpace's strategic use of solid fuel contributes to
its large-scale, cost-effective launch model, with the
Gravity-1 designed for rapid mass production.
OrienSpace aims to achieve liquid rocket recyclability
within two years, further reducing costs. This
successful launch positions OrienSpace as a key player
in the competitive space industry, representing a
crucial step for China's private aerospace sector in the
global space race, especially in view of the recent
setbacks suffered by the USA, as the current world
leader. [CGTN] [South China Morning Post] [Space
News]

First, NASA postponed the scheduled launch of its

Artemis lunar program, which aims to land humans on
the moon for the first time in over 50 years, from 2025
to 2026. Shortly afterwards, the Peregrine mission, by
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the US space company responsible for developing the
lunar module for the US plans, was also forced to be
aborted due to propulsion problems.

Although such problems, according to NASA, are part
of the development process of such an ambitious
mission, the simultaneous emerging reports about the
recent successes of the Chinese space program are
putting pressure on the US. China is planning the first
moon landing for 2030, although experts are
suggesting that the intensification of efforts by the
world's second largest economy may be an indication
that China wants to carry out its mission before the US,
which would be a major setback for US dominance in
the space sector. [CNN] [Reuters]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida launches
discussion on rules on political funds

(sh) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has
initiated discussions to review rules of the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to enhance
transparency in handling of political funds by its
factions.

The move comes as the party, headed by Kishida,
continues to face headwinds over a widening
investigation into allegations that party’'s largest faction
has failed to declare hundreds of millions of yen in
revenue from its fundraising parties in political funding
reports and has created slush funds to transfer to its
members.

The "political reform" panel, formed to address the
issue, aims to produce an interim report before the
upcoming parliamentary session. PM Kishida stressed
the need for change to regain public trust in politics
and protect Japan's democracy.

Some LDP members have proposed stringent
monitoring of party revenues, bank transfers for ticket
payments, and stricter penalties for violations.
However, doubts persist about Kishida's ability to bring
substantial reform amid speculation about his
potential resignation. [Kyodo News 1]

Meanwhile, it has been reported that prosecutors are
unlikely to bring criminal charges against key LDP
members in the political fundraising scandal. Tokyo
prosecutors have been investigating potential collusion
between lawmakers and the faction's accountants but
are said to have not found objective evidence of such
collusion. [Kyodo News 2]
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Japan: Appeal is stated after court’s
sentences

(sh) On January 10, the Japanese government and
Tokyo's city government appealed the court decision to
compensate a company president and two others for
an unjust investigation into alleged illegal exports
linked to potential biological weapons production.

In December, the Tokyo District Court ordered the
government to pay around USD1.1 million. The
plaintiffs, led by Masaaki Okawara, president of
machinery maker Ohkawara Kakohki Co., also
appealed, expressing dissatisfaction with the court's
assessment of the investigation's malicious intent.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Satellite successfully launched

(sh) On January 12, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries
launched an H-IIA rocket carrying Japan's information-
gathering satellite Optical-8.

This marks the 48th successful launch of Japan's
flagship rocket since 2001, boasting a 97.92 percent
success rate.

The H-IIA rocket, developed by the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA), is set to retire after two
more launches, making way for the H3. However, Japan
faced challenges during the transition after JAXA's
initial test launch of the H3 failed in March last year.

The second test launch for H3 is scheduled for
February 15 as Japan continues its efforts to upgrade
its space launch capabilities. [Reuters]

Mongolia: Cabinet approves draft
amendments to State Austerity Law

(dgl) The Mongolian Cabinet approved on January 10 a
bill to amend the State Austerity Law that was passed
in April 2022. The draft amendments will proceed to
parliament for further deliberation.

Their objective is to guarantee the uninterrupted
operation of rural public organizations in adverse
weather conditions, including harsh winters and
springs.
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In addition, the amendments seek to deliver essential
public services to citizens in a timely and efficient
manner while maintaining the law's fundamental
principles of fiscal discipline and ongoing austerity
measures. [Montsame]

North Korea: Radio station known for
sending coded messages to spies in Seoul
shut down

(dqgl) North Korea has suspended operations of a radio
station that was used to send coded messages to its
agents in South Korea. The station’s website has also
been shut down.

The move is seen as an effort to shake up the way
Pyongyang handles relations with Seoul after it has
been ramping up pressure in recent weeks, declaring
South Korea the "principal enemy" with which itisin a
state of war and adding the North will never reunite
with the South while at the same pledging to enhance
its nuclear strike ability against the U.S. and its allies in
the Pacific.

This is reflected in a latest address of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un during a year-end meeting of his
ruling party, in which he ordered a "decisive policy
change" in relations with the South and instructed
miltary preparations for pacifying and occuping the
South in the event of a crisis.

In addition, plans to dissolve organisations in charge of
civilian exchanges with South Korea were announced,
as part of a decision "to readjust all relevant
organizations... including the North Side Committee for
Implementing June 15 Joint Declaration, the North
Headquarters of the Pan-national Alliance for Korea's
Reunification.” [KCNA]

In separate statements, Seoul-based news outlet NK
News stated on January 12 that access to several North
Korean propaganda sites was broken more than 24
hours after they went offline. [Yonhap]

North Korea: Launch of hypersonic missile

(ap) According to North Korean state-media Korean
Central News Agency, North Korea has launched its
first hypersonic missile. [KCNA]

The missile flew about 1,000 km off the country's east
coast and appeared to fall outside Japan's exclusive
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economic zone, according to the Japanese ministry of
defense. [Reuters]

It is suggested that the launch took place from a
purpose-built grass-covered launchpad in east
Pyongyang at a Kim family mansion referred to in the
past as the Jindallae Guesthouse. Previously the same
spot was used for North Korea's two Hwasong-18 solid-
fuel intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) launches.
[NK Times]

South Korea: Plan for new political party
of former prime minister announced

(dgl) Lee Nak-yon, former South Korean prime minister
and five-term lawmaker, announced on January 11 his
departure from the opposition Democratic Party (DP)
to launch a new political party.

The move comes less than three months before the
general election and seeks to challenge the traditional
two-party domination of the parliament and of South
Korean politics by the ruling People Power Party (PPP)
and the DP.

Lee criticized both the DP and the PPP for polarizing
South Korean politics during a press conference during
which he made announcement.

The former leader of the DP, however, took aim at his
former party, saying that it degenerated into a one-
man party, a bulletproof party, where violent and
vulgar words and actions run rampant.

Coming shortly ahead of the general election, Lee’s
new party puts the DP under additional stress as it
seeks to retain its majority in parliament but is
struggling with a rift from within with members
attempting to oust leader Lee Jae-myung over power
abuse accusations.

Lee Jae-myung, who was discharged from a hospital on
January 10 after treatment from a stabbing attack
earlier this month, is also on trial indicted on bribery
charges over a USD 1 billion property development
scandal dating to his previous stint as a mayor, among
other allegations. [CNA]

In an earlier move on January 10, three lawmakers had
announced to leave the DP, including Lee Won-wook,
Kim Jong-min and Cho Eung-cheon.

The departures of the five people -- former lawmakers
Shin Kyoung-min and Choi Woon-youl, former Goyang
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Mayor Choi Sung, former Bucheon Mayor Jang Deog-
cheon and former Jecheon Mayor Lee Keun-kyu --
came four days after Lee Nak-yon left the DP to create
a new party of his own ahead of April's general
elections.

Known as belonging to the party’s so-call non-Lee Jae-
myung faction, all three cited for their move their
disagreements with the party's chair Lee Jae-myung
and the style of leadership, stressing that their efforts
against “fandom politics and crony politics” with the
party had been “repeatedly snubbed.”

Worsening the situation, another group of five former
lawmakers and mayors quit the party on January 15.

Lee's slipping grip on the party became more apparent
in September last year when the bill for consent for his
arrest warrant was passed in an anonymous vote by
the Parliament, despite the fact that the DP holds 56
percent of the seats. [The Korea Herald 1] [The Korea
Herald 2]

South Korea: Reduction of number of
members of parliament proposed

(dqgl) South Korea’s ruling People Power Party on
January 16 has brought forward a proposal to reduce
the number of lawmakers from 300 to 250, pledging to
pass the proposal through the National Assembly after
winning the parliamentary elections in April.

The parliament currently consists of 300 members, of
which 253 directly contested seats and 47 proportional
representation slots. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon seeks
passage of bill on postponing
enforcement of workplace safety

(dql) During a Cabinet meeting on January 16, South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has called on the
National Assembly to pass a bill that seeks to postpone
the enforcement of the Serious Disasters Punishments
Act that would hold executives of a company criminally
liable for a deadly workplace incident two years until
2026 for businesses with 49 employees or less.
Otherwise, the Act that has already been effective on
companies with 50 employees or more since January
2022, would enter into force January 27.
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The January 25 planetary session would be the last
chance for parliament to pass the revision bill, which
was proposed by the ruling People Power Party in
September.

Yoon argued that “SMEs will find it harder to survive if
we put the burden on them, and the shutdown (of
these businesses) will affect the lives of the workers
and ordinary people.”

According to the Korea Federation of SMEs, a lobby
group, some 830,000 companies would be affected by
the new legislation. In addition, the group pointed to
findings of its poll according to which nearly 17 of
some 900 companies responded that they would
consider shutting down or scaling down their business
operations if the law was implemented. [The Korea
Herald]

The bill is among several others sitting dormant in the
South Korean parliament, where the opposition
Democratic Party holds the majority of seats.

Taiwan: Ruling party candidate Lai Ching-
te wins presidential election

(xc) On January 13, Taiwanese incumbent Vice-
President Lai Ching-te of the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) won the presidential election.

The presidential election took place amid significant
pressure from China, which called the race for
presidency in Taiwan nothing less than a “decision of
war and peace”.

As announced by the Central Election Commission, Lai
received 40.05 percent of the votes, surpassing his
closest rival, Hou Yu-ih of the Kuomintang (KMT), with
33.5 percent. The election, marked by a three-way
contest, also included Ko Wen-je of the newly formed
Taiwan People's Party (TPP), who garnered 26.5
percent. Both Hou and Ko conceded defeat on the
same day.

In his victory speech, Lai emphasized that the
Taiwanese electorate successfully resisted efforts
taken by external forces to influence the election while
declaring that he was open to conditional engagement
with Beijing. At the same time, he vowed to continue
outgoing President Tsai Ing-wen's policy in resisting
China’s plans to annex Taiwan, including her consistent
refusal to accept the “1992 consensus”, considered by
the Chinese Communist Party as sine non-qua-
condition for resuming cross-Strait talks which it had
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cut since Tsai assumed her presidency in 2016. Lai also
pledged to reinforce Taiwan's defenses against
potential threats considering China's increased military
presence around Taiwan and its assertion of inevitable
unification.

In response to the election outcome, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi highlighted that “Taiwan's
independence is ‘a dead-end road’, as it seriously
threatens the well-being of Taiwan compatriots,
seriously harms the fundamental interests of the
Chinese nation, and will seriously undermine peace
and stability in the Taiwan Strait,” adding that “China
will eventually achieve complete reunification and
Taiwan will return to the embrace of the motherland.”
[Xinhua]

Meanwhile the US and Japan, among other countries,
as well as the European Union conveyed
congratulations to Lai's election victory calling it a
testament to Taiwan'’s vibrant democracy and
reassuring to further deepen cooperation and
exchanges with Taipei. At the same, US President Joe
Biden affirmed that the US would not support Taiwan
independence. [Focus Taiwan]

The election's outcome holds considerable
significance, reflecting Taiwan's complex political
status and determination to maintain its self-
governance amidst China's assertive claims. Self-
governing Taiwan is claimed by China as part of its
territory. This assertion by Beijing has been consistent,
with the Chinese government not dismissing the
possibility of using force to fulfill its objectives
regarding Taiwan. [Aljazeera] [Financial Times]

While the DPP won the presidential election, it lost its
majority in parliament in the legislative election which
was held on the day. Even more, the KMT won 52 seats
in the 113-member legislature, one more than the
DPP, while the TPP secured eight seats. Two
independent legislators won the remaining two seats.

With neither the DPP nor the KMT commanding the
majority of 57 seats, the TPP emerges as “kingmaker,”
especially in the question of election of the speaker of
the parliament who wields power by deciding about
the order of the proceedings and the bills to be put up
for vote, but also in policy making in general. [Taiwan
Plus] [Asia Times]

Taiwan: Railway Union’s participation in
railway safety committee questioned
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(xc) The involvement of the Taiwan Railway Labor
Union in the Taiwan Railway Corp's (TRC) safety
management committee has been questioned by an
external oversight group.

TRC, which became a state-run railway company on
January 1, has faced scrutiny following fatal train
derailments in 2018 and 2021. The Puyuma Express
crash in 2018 resulted in 18 deaths and 291 injuries,
while the 2021 Taroko Express derailment led to 49
fatalities and over 200 injuries. To improve railway
safety, the Act for Establishment of State-owned
Taiwan Railway Co mandates the formation of a safety
management committee, overseen by the company’s
board.

The proposed committee structure includes two
railway specialists, two university professors, the TRC
chairman, and a board member. The oversight
committee, including former transportation minister
Hochen Tan, asserts that the rail union chair should
not participate in the safety committee, as safety
issues don't involve employee rights and interests.
They recommend more reliance on external expertise
and a clear distinction between the safety committee
and the TRC's operational safety department. [Taipei
Times]

Taiwan: Semiconductor talent
recruitment from Southeast Asia to be
expanded

(xc) Taiwan addresses the semiconductor industry's
talent shortage by recruiting professionals from
Southeast Asian countries, as announced by the
Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA).

The Industrial Development Administration (IDA) within
the MOEA is organizing talent-seeking missions to the
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Vietnam. These
delegations, comprising company representatives, aim
to recruit IC design, assembly, and test talent to
support Taiwan's semiconductor sector.

The recruitment will begin with a visit to the Philippines
in March, followed by Malaysia and Indonesia in June,
and Vietnam in September. Companies like ASE
Technology Holding Co. and Powertech Technology Inc.
have already signed up for the mission to the
Philippines, a significant source of talent for these
firms.

In 2023, similar recruitment missions to five Southeast
Asian countries resulted in 316 professionals being
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recruited by leading semiconductor companies. [Focus
Taiwan]
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and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Prime Minister forms new
cabinet; 15 incumbent ministers dropped

(Im) In Bangladesh, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
formed a new cabinet, which includes 25 ministers and
11 state ministers. However, the specific portfolios for
these newly appointed ministers are yet to be
disclosed. [Dhaka Tribune] [DD News]

Notably, several prominent ministers from the
previous cabinet, including the Finance Minister,
Agriculture Minister, Foreign Minister, and Commerce
Minister, have been omitted from the new cabinet.
This reshuffling introduces some new faces, such as
former Commerce Minister Lt Colonel (retd)
Mohammad Farooq Khan, former Foreign Minister
Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, and former Prime
Minister's special envoy Saber Hossain Chowdhury.

The President of Bangladesh invited Sheikh Hasina to
form the new government after her party, the Awami
League, secured a landslide victory in the recent
parliamentary elections. This marks Sheikh Hasina's
fourth consecutive term as Prime Minister and her fifth
overall. [AIR No. 2, January/2024, 2]
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Bangladesh: Country seems to be heading
towards one-party rule, Trinomul BNP
leader says

(kb) Taimur Alam Khandaker, the Secretary-General of
the Trinomool BNP party, has claimed that the recently
concluded 12th parliamentary election was
manipulated and stated that his party would not
participate in future elections that are similarly
orchestrated. He expressed concerns that the
government was moving towards establishing one-
party rule, pointing out that both Awami League and
independent candidates were affiliated with the ruling
party. Khandaker also raised questions about the role
and authority of the Election Commission, alleging that
the election results had been predetermined.
[Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Independent MPs wonder
about opposition role, await prime
minister’s decision

(kb) In Bangladesh, many independent lawmakers are
awaiting a decision from the recently re-elected prime
minister, Sheikh Hasina, on whether they will form an
alliance to serve as the opposition in the parliament.
[Prothom Alo]

The recent parliamentary elections saw the Awami
League securing a resounding victory, leading to
uncertainty surrounding the designation of the main
opposition party and the appointment of the
opposition leader in the parliament. Independent
candidates claimed the majority of seats after the
Awami League in the election, resulting in 62
independent MPs in the parliament. [AIR No. 2,
January/2024, 2]

While the majority of these independent MPs express
their preference to align with the Awami League within
the parliament, a minority are open to the possibility of
forming an alliance if it aligns with the prime minister's
wishes. The final decision will ultimately hinge on
discussions involving the independent MPs, the
parliament leader, and the speaker.

In the event that independent MPs do not establish a
separate alliance, the Jatiya Party, which secured only
11 seats in the 12th national election, may seize the
opportunity to become the official opposition with the
support of these independent lawmakers.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ij/

Bangladesh: Distrust, blame game emerge
in 14-party alliance after election

(kb) Tensions have emerged within Bangladesh's
Awami League-led 14-party alliance following the
recent parliamentary elections. [Prothom Alo]

Small alliance partners, particularly the Bangladesh
Workers Party and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JASAD),
accuse the Awami League of depriving them during
seat-sharing negotiations. On the other hand, the
Awami League argues that these parties have become
overly reliant on them due to their success in previous
elections and urges them to reduce their dependence.
There is also a sense of distrust within the alliance,
with some candidates claiming they did not receive
funds promised by the Awami League.

Despite the frustration and blame game, the smaller
parties in the alliance have no immediate intention to
sever ties with the Awami League, opting instead to
bide their time. The upcoming election for reserved
seats for women may further complicate the situation,
as parties vie for representation, potentially deepening
the internal conflicts within the alliance.

Bangladesh: Government ‘strongly rejects’
call by international organizations for
new polls

(kb) Bangladesh's recent 12th national parliament
election, which saw Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
securing her fourth consecutive term and her fifth
term overall in office, has stirred controversy both
domestically and internationally.

A European Union (EU) technical team, along with the
United States-based International Republican Institute
(IRI) and National Democratic Institute (NDI), has asked
the Bangladesh Election Commission (EC) about the
voter turnout in the 12th parliamentary elections. The
EC had initially reported a voter turnout of 41.80
percent, which raised questions and doubts [see AIR
No. 2, January/2024, 2]. [Prothom Alo 1]

In other developments, an independent candidate
representing the Rangpur-2 constituency has come
forward with allegations of ballot-stuffing.
Furthermore, the vice-chairman of the Badarganj
Upazila Parishad has raised concerns of extensive
vote-rigging within the same constituency. He has cited
specific instances where ballots were reportedly
stamped in favor of the boat symbol (of the ruling
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Awami League) after polling agents were forcibly
removed. [Prothom Alo 2]

Meanwhile, the government has strongly rejected a
joint statement from six international civil society
organizations calling for a fresh election in the country
and the release of political prisoners. Dhaka labeled
the call as biased and unjustified and dismissed
allegations of irregularities as false and baseless. It
asserted that the recent 12th national parliament
election in Bangladesh was free, fair, credible, and
peaceful. [Prothom Alo 3]

Bangladesh: Rising influence of
businessmen in parliament raises
concerns

(kb) The number of businessmen in Bangladesh's
parliament is on the rise, with the recent elections
showing a record increase. Out of 300 seats in the
outgoing parliament, 182 were occupied by
businessmen, and this number is expected to increase
to at least 199 in the upcoming 12th Parliament.
[Prothom Alo]

This trend is raising concerns about the growing
influence of businessmen in politics, potentially
sidelining traditional politicians and leading to policy
changes that benefit their financial interests. Experts
also point to nomination trading and the decline of
other professions, such as lawyers, in parliament as
contributing factors to this shift. Reforms are
suggested to address these challenges and ensure
good governance and democratic accountability in
politics.

Bangladesh: Khaleda Zia returns home
from hospital after five months

(kb/Im) Khaleda Zia, the chairperson of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and former three-time prime
minister, has returned home after undergoing
treatment for various health complications for five
months at a hospital. [Prothom Alo]

Her severe health issues included liver cirrhosis,
arthritis, diabetes, kidney, lung, heart, and eye
problems. Despite her family's requests to take her
abroad for treatment, the government denied
permission. Khaleda Zia was previously sentenced to
five years in prison in corruption cases but was
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temporarily released in March 2020 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, with conditions requiring her to stay at
her residence and not leave the country.

Against this backdrop, the BNP on January 15 accused
the government of depriving Khaleda Zia of her human
rights. BNP's senior joint secretary general, Ruhul Kabir
Rizvi, claimed that the former prime minister is not
receiving proper treatment and is being denied bail.
[New Age]

Bangladesh: Sharp decline in garment
exports to United States in 2023

(kb) Bangladesh has seen a significant decline in its
garment exports to the United States during the first

11 months of the year, with a drop of nearly 25 percent
compared to the previous year. This decline has been
attributed to factors such as inflation in the US, which
reached its highest point in 40 years in June 2022,
causing consumers to reduce purchases of non-
essential items. [Prothom Alo]

While Bangladesh is not alone in experiencing a
decline in garment exports to the US, with other top
exporting countries also facing decreases, there is
hope that the rate of purchase orders from US brands
and buyers may increase in the coming months as
inflation subsides.

China remains the top apparel exporter to the US,
followed by Viethnam and Bangladesh.

Bangladesh: Experts emphasize need for
maintaining ties with West, balancing
major powers

(kb) In the interview with former foreign secretary
Touhid Hossain and security analyst Major General
ANM Muniruzzaman (retired), several key topics were
discussed regarding Bangladesh's current political and
diplomatic landscape. Both interviewees underscored
the importance of maintaining strong ties with
Western countries, both economically and mentally,
and called for an understanding and more
humanitarian approach to bridge the deep divides in
society and politics, especially in the aftermath of the
elections. [Prothom Alo]

Both Hossain and Muniruzzaman expressed concerns
about Bangladesh gradually moving towards a one-
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party system of government. They noted that the
recent elections and events leading up to them had
raised expectations of a significant number of
independent candidates winning seats. While this
didn't materialize to the extent anticipated, the
dominance of the ruling party remains evident.

Furthermore, the interviewees highlighted the
economic challenges facing the government,
particularly in the wake of uncertainties in two major
income sources: remittances and readymade garment
exports. They pointed out that even minor changes in
the global readymade garment market by Western
countries could have a significant impact on
Bangladesh's economy. Additionally, they mentioned
that the gap between market exchange rates and the
value of the dollar could lead to further economic
difficulties.

Moreover, Bangladesh's geopolitical importance in the
Indo-Pacific region was a topic of discussion. The
interviewees noted that Bangladesh's location offers
strategic advantages, particularly in ensuring access to
the Bay of Bengal, a vital area in the Indo-Pacific
Strategy. They mentioned that Western powers,
especially the United States, have shown an increasing
interest in the region, leading to heightened
geopolitical significance for Bangladesh. The
interviewees also pointed out the need for Bangladesh
to balance its relations with major powers like India,
China, and the United States.

Additionally, both experts discussed the challenges
associated with balancing relations with major foreign
powers. They noted that maintaining a balance is
crucial but not unique to Bangladesh, as many
countries around the world follow a similar foreign
policy strategy. They emphasized that while countries
may side with one major power, they still maintain
good relations with other sides. However, they
stressed that it might be challenging for Bangladesh to
continue this balancing act indefinitely. They suggested
that concessions might be necessary in specific areas
to improve relations with the United States, while
acknowledging India's supportive role.

Bhutan: Opposition wins election amid
unprecedented economic crisis

(Im) The People's Democratic Party (PDP) in Bhutan has
secured a victory in the parliamentary elections,
returning Tshering Tobgay, the leader of the PDP and a
former prime minister, for a second five-year term. The
PDP won 30 out of 47 seats in the National Assembly,



while the Bhutan Tendrel Party (BTP) secured the
remaining seats. [TIME] [Al Jazeera]

This election took place against the backdrop of a
growing economic crisis in Bhutan, a nation renowned
for its emphasis on happiness as a measure of well-
being. The World Bank reports that Bhutan's GDP has
experienced an average growth rate of just 1.6 percent
over the past five years. Youth unemployment stands
at a staggering 29 percent, prompting many young
Bhutanese to seek employment opportunities abroad.

Tobgay, who previously served as Prime Minister from
2013 to 2018, outlined plans to address these
economic issues by attracting more foreign investment
and expanding the tourism sector. Despite these
economic challenges, his party remains committed to
maintaining the national philosophy of prioritizing the
happiness and well-being of the Bhutanese people.

India: Jammu and Kashmir Awami
National Conference files review petition
against Article 370 verdict

(fd) A review petition has been filed in the Indian
Supreme Court by the Jammu and Kashmir Awami
National Conference against the apex court's verdict
from last year that upheld the abrogation of Article
370. [English Jagran]

In 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) scrapped Article 370, a
constitutional provision that had granted special status
to the former state of Jammu and Kashmir. Following
the revocation of Article 370, India's parliament voted
to split Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories,
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. This move granted
New Delhi greater control over the region.

Last December, the Supreme Court upheld the central
government's contentious decision from 2019 to
revoke the special status of Jammu and Kashmir. The
court also ruled that the disputed region should regain
its state designation and that local elections should be
held in 2024. [AIR No. 50, December/2023, 2]

India: ‘One Nation, One Election’ proposal
rejected by West Bengal Chief Minister

(aa) The chief minister of India's West Bengal state,
Mamata Banerjee has expressed her opposition to the
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“One Nation, One Election” proposal, stating that it
undermines federalism and could lead to a shift
towards a presidential system in India. Banerjee also
raised issues related to the premature dissolution of
state legislatures and the potential destabilization of
state governments if the lower house of parliament
faces untimely dissolution. [The Indian Express 1]

“One Nation, One Election” is a proposal under
consideration by the central government to
synchronize elections for the the lower house of
parliament and all state assemblies. It intends to hold
these elections simultaneously, either on a single day
or within a specific time frame.

In related updates, a “One Nation, One Election”
committee formed by the law ministry last September
has received thousands of suggestions and feedback
from the public within the 10-day period since it
sought comments. Approximately 8,000 emails and
submissions of feedback were received, including
academic research papers, opinions on electoral
reforms, and opposition to the idea of simultaneous
elections. [The Indian Express 2]

India: Rahul Gandhi begins march across
country; Manipur government denies
venue permission

(fd/Im) Rahul Gandhi, a prominent leader of India's
main opposition Congress party, has embarked on a
6,700-kilometer march across India, aiming to cover
100 parliamentary constituencies in 15 states. [The
Hindu] [bbc]

This march follows Rahul Gandhi's previous 4,000-
kilometer "unity march," completed almost a year ago,
which took him from India's southern tip in
Kanyakumari to Srinagar in Indian-administered
Kashmir in the north. The current campaign, however,
involves traversing the country from east to west,
combining bus travel with segments on foot, and is
scheduled to conclude in Mumbai after 66 days.

The campaign began Imphal city, the capital of
Manipur, a northeastern state of India marred by
ethnic violence between its majority Meitei community
and minority Kuki tribes over the past eight months.
There, the state government denied permission for the
Imphal East venue to be used for Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra. The refusal for permission is according to
Manipur's government based on the claims of ethnic
violence in Moreh in May where 175 people died.
[Times of India]
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India: Three charge sheets filed in terror
conspiracy case

(fd) The National Investigation Agency (NIA) filed
charge sheets in Jammu against a Pakistani militant
and two affiliated persons related to the Lashkar-e-
Taiba terror outfit. The NIA stated that the three
planned to use among others sticky bombs, IEDs and
small arms on security forces. They were charged
under the IPC and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.
Further, the NIA attached five properties in Jammu and
Kashmir that relate to the charged persons through
drug and terror related activities. [Times of India]

India: Troops search forest area in Jammu
and Kashmir after ambush on military
vehicles

(fd) On January 12, a vehicle with army personnel was
attacked by militants Poonch's Pir Panjal valley, with no
casualties reported. A search operation is underway in
the area, known for dense jungles and steep terrain.
This marks the second encounter in Poonch in under a
month, following a December 21 ambush that claimed
four soldiers' lives. Senior Army officers recently visited
the region to review security measures and assess
evolving terrorist activities. [Deccan Herald] [The
Hindu]

The Maldives: Inaugural session of
Parliament set for February 5 with
President Muizzu's address

(Im) The inaugural sitting of the first session of the
Maldivian parliament for 2024 is scheduled for
February 5. During this session, President Mohamed
Muizzu, who took office on November 17 of the
previous year, will deliver his first presidential address.
[SunOnline International]

Despite the new administration being in office for
nearly two months, the parliament has yet to approve
the cabinet. The Government Oversight Committee
approved President Muizzu's cabinet on December 30,
and the opposition party initiated efforts to hold an
extraordinary sitting to vote on the cabinet, but a date
for this sitting has not been announced.
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The Maldives: MDP sets primary for
parliamentary election candidates on
February 3

(Im) The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), which
currently holds 42 out of the 80 seats in the Maldivian
lower house, has set February 3 for its primary to
choose candidates for the forthcoming parliamentary
election. While 36 candidates secured their party
tickets uncontested, the primary will determine the
candidates for the remaining constituencies.

The parliamentary elections, scheduled for March 17,
will see MPs elected to represent six new
constituencies, bringing the total number of
parliamentary seats to 93.

The Maldives: Nationalism to be taught
starting next academic year

(Im) The Maldivian cabinet has decided to introduce
nationalism as a separate subject in the school
syllabus starting from the next academic year. The goal
is to revive nationalism and educate students about its
characteristics, fostering a generation with a deep
appreciation for national identity and pride.
Discussions with the President's Office and the
Education Ministry are expected to take place to
implement this new subject in the national syllabus.
[SunOnline International]

Nepal: Election Commission fixes
spending ceiling for upper house
candidates

(Im) Nepal's Election Commission has established a
spending limit for candidates running in upcoming the
election to 19 seats in Parliament’s upper house.
Candidates are prohibited from exceeding NPR
350,000 (around USD 2,650) in election expenses. [The
Kathmandu Post]

An election to select 19 upper house members is
scheduled for January 25, with the term of 20
lawmakers in the 59-member upper house expiring on
March 3. Nineteen seats will be filled through elections,
while one member will be nominated by the President
based on the Cabinet's recommendation. One-third of
the upper house members complete their term every
two years.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-hh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-hk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-hk/

Nepal: Resham Chaudhary elected
unopposed as chairman of Nagarik
Unmukti Party

(Im) Resham Chaudhary has achieved a unanimous
election as the chairman of the Nagarik Unmukti Party
during the party's inaugural general convention held in
Tikapur, Kailali. [The Kathmandu Post]

The Nagarik Unmukti Party currently holds four seats
in Parliament’s lower house and secured a total of 12
seats in provincial assemblies. The party has a
significant presence in Sudurpaschim and Madhesh
provinces. It has also won mayoral and chairperson
positions in four local units of Kailali, as well as
numerous ward chairpersons and members.

Chaudhary, previously serving a life sentence for his
role in the 2015 Tikapur massacre, established the
party while incarcerated before the November 2022
elections. His release from Dillibazar prison occurred in
May of the preceding year after President Ramchandra
Paudel commuted the remainder of his jail term based
on the government's recommendation.

Nepal: Ruling Maoist Centre’s statute
convention to be held next month

(Im) The Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) is
set to hold its statute convention in Kathmandu next
month. The three-day event will commence on
February 13 and will involve approximately 1,300
representatives from across the country. This
convention aims to finalize the party's statute, which
will chart its future direction. [The Kathmandu Post]

The statute draft has already been submitted to the
party's Standing Committee for discussion and
endorsement. The proposed draft includes a 151-
member central committee and envisions multiple
party structures at different levels, with the final
decisions to be made during the convention.

Pakistan: Upper house passes third
resolution seeking polls delay

(Im) The upper house of Pakistan’s Parliament, the
Senate, has passed a third resolution seeking to delay
the general elections, citing concerns over terror
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attacks and bad weather. The first resolution was
passed on January 5, and the second last week.
However, the election commission has not yet
announced a delay. [MSN]

Independent Senator Hilalur Rehman moved the latest
resolution, stating that the cold weather and snow
make it unsuitable for citizens to vote, and security
concerns, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, pose
threats to candidates during campaigning. This
resolution calls on the Election Commission of Pakistan
to delay the polls to a mutually agreeable date.

Pakistani elections must be held within 90 days of the
previous parliament's dissolution, which occurred in
August last year. The Supreme Court had ordered the
elections to be held on February 8 after previous
delays.

Pakistan: Main opposition PTO barred
from using cricket bat electoral symbol

(Im) Pakistan's Supreme Court has rejected an attempt
by the party of jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan to
retain its traditional electoral symbol, a cricket bat,
ahead of the general election scheduled for February
8. The apex court's decision means Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) candidates will have to contest the election
using individual symbols, potentially confusing voters
in rural areas with low literacy rates. [The Guardian]
[Voice of America]

The top court announced the verdict on January 13. It
endorsed a decision by the country's Election
Commission prohibiting the PTI from retaining the bat
symbol, citing alleged irregularities in recent internal
party elections. The party had appealed the
commission’s decision to the Supreme Court.

The election campaign has been marked by
uncertainty, with Khan jailed and disqualified from
contesting, while his main rival, Nawaz Sharif, has been
cleared of court cases and a lifetime ban, making him a
frontrunner in the election, according to analysts.

The PTI has been facing challenges, including a
military-backed crackdown and allegations of military
interference in the election. The party argued that the
military was attempting to keep it out of the election
race, a claim denied by the army.
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Pakistan: Resignations of two Supreme
Court judges deepen judicial rift ahead of
elections

(Im) Two Pakistani Supreme Court judges, ljaz Ul Ahsan
and Muhammad Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi, have
resigned within days of each other, signaling a rift in
the country's judiciary ahead of the general elections
scheduled for February 8. [yahoo!news] [Arab News]

Justice Ahsan's resignation, the third-most senior
judge, was seen as a move to avoid assuming the post
of chief justice after Chief Justice Qazi Faiz Isa's
retirement in October. Justice Naqvi had resigned amid
allegations of misconduct and an investigation by the
Supreme Judicial Council (SJC).

Legal experts view these resignations as concerning for
the judiciary's credibility, with suggestions that both
judges may have faced pressure from the military
establishment. Both judges had made rulings
unfavorable to political heavyweight Nawaz Sharif, who
is considered the election frontrunner.

Pakistan: Election Commission asks
parties to ensure 5 percent
representation of women candidates

(Im) Pakistan’s Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has reminded political parties of their legal obligation
to ensure at least five percent of their candidates on
general seats are women for the upcoming elections
scheduled for February 8. The ECP has requested that
political parties submit the list of male and female
candidates who have been issued party tickets within
five days of the reminder. [Arab News]

Section 206 of Pakistan's Elections Act 2017 mandates
a "transparent and democratic" procedure for
selecting male and female candidates for elective
offices and requires parties to ensure five percent
representation of women candidates for general seats.

Pakistan: Thousands rally in Karachi
against Gaza ‘genocide,’ demand ceasefire

(Im) Thousands of people in Pakistan's southern port
city of Karachi marched on January 14 to mark the
100th day of Israel's war with Hamas. Protesters
demanded peace in Palestine, called for an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza and praised South Africa for
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attempting to hold Israel accountable for genocide in
the International Court of Justice. [Arab News]

The massive rally was organized by Jamaat-e-Islami,
Pakistan's largest Islamic political party. The party’s
Karachi chief, Hafiz Naeem Ur Rehman, called on the
United States to stop backing Israel and compensate
Palestinians for their losses. He also criticized Muslim
leaders and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
for not doing enough to help stop the war.

Pakistan: Widening crackdown on dissent,
Human Rights Watch says

(Im) In 2023, Pakistan's government cracked down on
dissenting media, political opposition, and non-
governmental organizations, according to Human
Rights Watch's World Report 2024. [Human Rights
Watch]

Amidst one of Pakistan's worst economic crises, the
government's failure to ensure adequate social
security jeopardized the rights of its citizens to health,
food, and an adequate standard of living. Mass
deportations of undocumented Afghans, including
those with refugee claims, occurred without
safeguards to protect them from police abuses.

The government also increased pressure on media
outlets, intimidating, harassing, and surveilling
journalists. Opposition political parties and activists
faced denial of due process and fair trial rights, and
some were charged under vague sedition laws.

The government failed to amend or repeal blasphemy
law provisions that often lead to violence against
religious minorities. Additionally, the Pakistani
government used threats, abuse, and detention to
coerce Afghans without legal status to return to
Afghanistan or face deportation, resulting in over
327,000 expulsions by December.

Pakistan: Human rights organization calls
for establishment of national commission
for minorities’ rights

(Im) The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), a
non-statutory non-profit organization, has urged the
establishment of an autonomous national commission
for minority rights based on the Paris Principles.
Suggestions included having a majority of members
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from minority communities, quarterly reporting to the
Prime Minister on minority rights, and extending the
commission's role to all regions. Reforms in school
curricula to remove hate speech and recognize
minority contributions were also emphasized, along
with the need to protect vulnerable groups like
Ahmadis. [The News International]

Pakistan: Human rights commission signs
agreements with various universities to
promote rights’ education

(Im) Pakistan's human rights commission (NCHR) has
signed Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) with
several higher education institutions to promote
human rights education among university students.
[Pakistan Today]

Pakistan: IED blast kills five soldiers in
Balochistan; four militants killed in
separate operations in KPK

(mr) Five soldiers were killed and two others, including
an officer, were injured in an improvised explosive
device (IED) blast targeting a security vehicle in
Balochistan's Kech district. The security forces vehicle
was hit by a roadside bomb while returning to the
Gillisar checkpoint after patrolling. [Dawn]

In a separate incident, four militants were killed in two
intelligence-based operations (IBOs) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's North Waziristan and Dera Ismail Khan
districts.

Sri Lanka: 'Yukthiya' operation raises
concerns over human rights, rule of law

(aa) The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka has
expressed its concern regarding the 'Yukthiya'
Operation conducted by the Sri Lanka Police and the
Ministry of Public Security. [Human Rights Commission
of Sri Lanka]

The operation aimed to combat drug trafficking and
organized crime, resulting in over 20,000 arrests within
two weeks [see AR No. 52, December/2023, 4]. While
acknowledging the importance of addressing
organized crime and drug trafficking, the Commission
has received complaints of torture, cruel, inhuman, or
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degrading treatment, arbitrary arrests, and detention
related to the operation.

In related developments, the United States has
expressed concerns regarding the operation. The US
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Julie Chung, emphasized the
importance of law enforcement operations adhering to
the principles of the rule of law and due process. She
noted that while combating drug trafficking is
essential, maintaining a balance that upholds these
principles is vital for justice and public trust. [Colombo
Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Parliament passes Singapore
Convention Bill

(Im) The Sri Lankan Parliament has approved the
Recognition and Enforcement of International
Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation Bill.
This enactment signifies Sri Lanka's commitment to the
United Nations Convention on International Settlement
Agreements resulting from arbitration, also known as
the Singapore Convention on Mediation. [Daily FT]

The primary purpose of this Act is to implement the
provisions outlined in the Singapore Convention on
Mediation, focusing on facilitating the recognition and
enforcement of international settlement agreements.
This legislative development strengthens Sri Lanka's
legal framework for international mediation
agreements and positions the country to ratify the
Singapore Convention on Mediation, which will take
effect six months after ratification.

Sri Lanka: Taxpayer-funded joy ride for
ruling party MPs sparks controversy

(aa) A joy ride provided by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) to over 25 ruling party MPs and their families on
two dredging vessels has raised concerns. Initial
reports claimed that the ride cost the SLPA nearly LKR
5 million (approximately USD 15,500), but anonymous
SLPA sources argued that the total fuel cost for the two
vessels was approximately LKR 300,000 (around USD
930). [Daily Mirror] [The Island]

Critics have questioned the purpose of the joy ride,
suggesting it was more for entertainment than
inspecting port terminals and dredging work. State
Minister of Ports and Aviation Premalal Jayasekera,
who organized the trip, denied these allegations,
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claiming that he personally covered the expenses for
snacks, drinks, and fuel, and that the ride aimed to
supervise the East and West Terminals within the port
area.

Sri Lanka: Soldiers sent to key hospitals as
health workers strike

(aa/lm) Sri Lanka’s government on January 11 deployed
hundreds of soldiers to provide support at key
hospitals as hospital orderlies and administrative staff
across the country went on strike for one day to
protest against allowances. The strike, triggered by
demands for equal treatment in terms of allowances,
comes as Sri Lanka grapples with its worst financial
crisis in over seven decades, resulting in soaring living
costs and government-imposed measures such as tax
hikes and limits on public employee perks. [Daily
Mirror 1] [Reuters]

The healthcare sector in Sri Lanka is facing numerous
challenges, including the migration of healthcare
workers, reduced public healthcare spending, and
rising costs. The strike was prompted by the Cabinet's
approval of a monthly transport allowance of LKR
70,000 rupees (USD 214) for doctors, which sparked
protests from other healthcare workers who felt they
were being left out and deserved similar treatment.

In response to a request from hospital directors, 615
soldiers and 19 officers have been deployed at 25
hospitals to assist with non-medical tasks, such as
unloading ambulances, moving patients, and record-
keeping. The strike by healthcare workers highlights
the strain on Sri Lanka's once-vibrant public healthcare
system.

New strikes are announced for January 16 with 27
trade unions participating. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Online Safety Bill to be
discussed in Parliament later this month

(aa) Sri Lanka's Online Safety Bill is set for
parliamentary discussion on January 23 and 24 during
its second reading. The bill aims to prohibit specific
online communications, curb the misuse of online
accounts, and combat the financing of false
statements. However, it has faced criticism from
various quarters, including tech giants, human rights
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organizations, and legal associations. [Daily Mirror]
[Adaderana]

Multiple petitions have been filed challenging various
provisions of the bill, with critics alleging violations of
constitutionally guaranteed freedom of speech and
expression. Concerns have also been raised regarding
the perceived lack of clarity and excessive authority
granted to the proposed Online Safety Commission,
whose members would be appointed and dismissed
directly by the President.

Sri Lanka: Central bank proposes single
policy rate mechanism for enhanced
monetary policy clarity

(aa) Sri Lanka's Central Bank (CBSL) has introduced
further measures to support the government's
stabilization efforts, including the proposal for a single
policy rate mechanism during the annual policy
statement on January 10. Currently, the CBSL uses two
interest rates—the standing deposit facility rate and
the standing lending facility rate. The move toward a
single rate aims to enhance clarity and ease of
implementation. [East Asia Forum] [Reuters]

The central bank's primary objective is to maintain
headline inflation at 5 percent over the next three
years, with a 2-percentage point leeway on either side.
Governor Weerasinghe stressed that there is currently
no need for a change in monetary policy as long as
inflation expectations remain well anchored.

The unification of policy rates is expected to exert a
more direct influence on lending and borrowing
behavior, facilitating money market predictions and
the fulfillment of pledges to the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). Given the priority placed on meeting IMF
requirements, the establishment of a new Public Debt
Management Agency is planned to offer additional
support. This agency will assist the CBSL and the
Ministry of Finance in overseeing debt restructuring
and addressing external account deficits [see AiR No. 1,
January/2024, 1]. [CBSL]

Sri Lanka: Foreign Ministry urged to
advise government against Red Sea
deployment

(aa) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremasinghe's
proposal to deploy Navy vessels in support of the
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United States-led mission against Houthi rebel attacks
on commercial ships in the Red Sea has raised
concerns, with some urging the government to
reconsider its position. [The Island]

M.M. Zuhair, a former parliamentarian, has cautioned
about possible legal ramifications of aligning with the
US, especially considering the ongoing International
Court of Justice (IC)) proceedings against Israel. These
proceedings pertain to allegations that Israel's military
operation in Gaza constitutes a state-led genocide
campaign against Palestinians.

At the same time, ongoing disruptions in the Red Sea
seem to benefit Sri Lanka's largest port in Colombo
which saw a growth in container volumes. At one point,
5,000 TEUs of cargo per day were surpassed by a
current load of 8,000 TEUs per day. Industry experts,
however, do not expect long-term gains and refer to
fluctuating shipping chains. [Daily Mirror]

Earlier this month, The Island reported that the Sri
Lankan Navy lacks a vessel that can meet the
requirements for participation in the US-led coalition in
the Red Sea. To join the mission, one of the Offshore
Patrol Vessels (OPVs), formerly from the US Coast
Guard, would need to be equipped with proper
weapon systems. [AIR No. 2, January/2024, 2]
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Cambodia: Second phase of judicial
reforms launched
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(pm/dqgl) Cambodia's Ministry of Justice has declared
the commencement of the second phase of the
country’s judicial reforms, building upon the initial
phase dedicated to clearing case backlogs. This next
stage is designed to expedite hearings, with a specific
focus on civil and criminal cases, prioritizing those
related to drugs and traffic offenses.

In an earlier, related move the Ministry established a
new task force named the Strategic Policy Research
and Analysis Group to drive these reforms.

Comprising 12 members, the group is assigned the
responsibilities of researching, analyzing, and
providing guidance on strategies and policies for
judicial reform. Additionally, the task force is entrusted
with the examination of existing laws and regulations
for potential amendments. [Khmer Times] [BNN]

Cambodia: USD 1.8 billion allocated for
sub-national administrations

(pm) The Cambodian National Committee for Sub-
National Democratic Development (NCDD) has decided
to provide approximately USD 1.8 billion for the
development of sub-national administrations.

The focus of spending will be on strengthening local
development and accountability and improving public
services. In addition, capital and provincial
administrations will now have the power to make
decisions on investments which involve capital of up to
USD 5 million.

The NCDD made this decision during its 22nd meeting
of the NCDD held on January 9 and attended by 150
officials, including ministers, ministry leadership, and
the heads of the capital and provincial administrations.
[The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Ruling party to nominate more
youth candidates for Council elections

(pm) The ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) has
announced that on behest of the party’s president and
former Prime Minister Hun Sen it will nominate a
substantial percentage, ranging from one-third to 50
percent, of youth candidates among its total
nominations for the upcoming May 25 elections for
Capital, provincial, municipal, district, and khan
councils.
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During the previous Council elections in 2019, the CPP
secured a significant victory, capturing 3,484 out of
3,555 seats across capital, provincial, city, district, and
khan councils. The Khmer National United Party
(KNUP) and Funcinpec followed with 38 and 33 seats,
respectively. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Former Kep city governor
arrested

(pm) The former governor of Kep city Kheng Yan was
arrested on January 14. The Phnom Penh Municipal
Court said that the arrestee was charged with abuse of
Power under Article 35 of the Law on Anti-Corruption
and with money laundering under Articles 3 and 38 of
the Law on Anti-Money Laundering and Finance.

In an earlier move, Prime Minister Hun Manet
dismissed him from his office.

If found guilty, he will be imprisoned for between 5 and
10 years. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Government refutes Human
Rights Watch (HRW) criticism

(pm) The Cambodian Government has dismissed
criticism Human Rights Watch (HRW) has expressed in
its World Report 2024 and accused international rights
organization of lacking information and displaying bias.
Additionally, it accused HRW of deliberately defaming
the government's efforts, achievements, and
reputation.

According to HRW the human rights situation has not
improved under the new government of Prime
Minister Hun Manet. The rights organization accuses
Cambodia of presenting a facade of democracy while
functioning as a single-party state, citing significant
restrictions on the participation last year's general
election, the closure of media outlets, and targeting
critics with harassment, detention, and physical
violence. [Khmer Times] [Human Rights Watch]

Cambodia: Political parties warned of
cooperating with exiled former opposition
leader Sam Rainsy
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(pm) The Cambodian Ministry of Interior has issued a
warning to three opposition parties - the Candlelight
Party (CP), the Nation Power Party (NPP), and the
Khmer Will Party (KWP) - instructing them to cease
activities associated with former opposition leader
Sam Rainsy. This caution follows Rainsy’s urging of
these parties to collaborate in securing seats in the
upcoming February 25 Senate elections. While the NPP
and KWP are registered for the elections, the CP is
ineligible to participate.

In a statement, the ministry, without explicitly naming
the parties, highlighted the risk of potential suspension
or dissolution for political parties violating the
country’'s law on political parties. This law prohibits
actions such as "inciting or conspiring with a person
convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor to take any
action for the political benefit of his political party."
[Khmer Times]

Rainsy left Cambodia in 2016 after facing defamation
and incitement charges for accusing then-Prime
Minister Hun Sen's government of orchestrating the
high-profile murder of a political activist. In October
2022, he was sentenced in absentia to life in prison for
attempting to cede four Cambodian provinces to a
foreign state [see AIR No. 43, October/2022, 4].

Cambodia: Land rights activists sentenced
to five-year suspended prison terms

(pm) Four land rights activists who are members of the
Coalition of Cambodian Farmer Community (CCFC)
were found guilty by court in Phnom Penh on January
15 of conspiring against the state after discussing the
history of wealth distribution and land rights in the
country.

They were sentenced to five-year suspended prison
terms. [Jurist]

Cambodia: Critic arrested

(pm) Ny Nak, a vocal Cambodian critic arrested on
charges of defaming the Ministry of Agriculture of
Facebook posts.

Nak was served an 18-month prison sentence for
condemning the government’'s COVID-19 restrictions.
He was attacked in September 2023 after voices
criticism against the government. [Jurist]
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Indonesia: Presidential hopeful Anies
Baswedan vows to revitalize Indonesian
democracy

(jb/yr) In an exclusive interview with The Associated
Press on January 14, presidential candidate Anies
Baswedan expressed concern over the declining state
of democracy in Indonesia, pledging to enact
transformative changes. Baswedan cited issues of
neutrality arising from the selection of the current
president's son as a running mate by the frontrunner
in the presidential race, Prabowo Subianto. According
to Baswedan, the absence of neutrality in the elections
signals a decline in trust, quality, and adherence to
legal rules within Indonesia's democratic framework.

The February 14 election will determine the successor
to President Joko Widodo. Baswedan emphasized the
urgency of addressing corruption, vote buying, and the
lack of opposition representation in parliament,
contributing to the democracy's decline.

With Baswedan and Ganjar Pranowo holding the
second and third positions in recent polls, he remains
focused on implementing economic reforms and
ensuring a runoff election, aiming to return Indonesia
to a true democracy.

Additionally, Baswedan outlined plans for a more
proactive global stance and a values-based foreign
policy, signaling a departure from the current
economy-oriented approach. [Ahram]

Meanwhile, the Indonesian National Police (Polri) have
arrested a 23-year-old man from Jember, East Java, on
allegation of making assassination threats against
Baswedan.

In a press conference, the Head of the Polri's Public
Relations Division said that the person admitted to
what he did and is now being processed further.
[Kompas]

Indonesia: Election watchdog sets
schedule for 2024 regional elections on
November 27

(yr) The Indonesian General Election Commission (KPU)
has set the voting schedule for the 2024 Regional Head
Elections (Pilkada) on November 27. Even though there
is a possibility of accelerating the schedule by the
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Indonesia’s House of Representative (DPR) and the
government, the KPU is ready to implement it.
[Kompas]

Indonesia: 2023 exports decline

(jb) Indonesia's 2023 exports experienced an 11.33
percent decline, totaling USD 258.82 billion, down from
USD 291.9 billion the previous year, according to data
from the statistics bureau.

Despite global commodity prices falling, December's
year-on-year export decrease of 5.76 percent to USD
22.41 billion was less than the anticipated 8.1 percent
drop. The country's key commodities, including coal,
palm oil, and nickel, suffered from weakened global
economic growth in 2023. [Market Screener]

Indonesia: Minister encourages youth
collaboration for Golden Indonesia 2045
Vision

(jb) Bahlil Lahadalia, Minister of Investment and head
of the Investment Coordinating Board (BKPM), has
called upon Indonesia's youth to join forces with the
government in achieving the ambitious Golden
Indonesia 2045 vision. Speaking at the "Golden
Indonesia Roadshow" in Surabaya, Lahadalia
emphasized the crucial role of young human resources
in this national endeavor.

Highlighting the government's dual strategy, Lahadalia
outlined efforts to boost investment programs for job
creation and enhance human resources. He warned
against Indonesia missing out on the demographic
bonus potential, emphasizing the need to avoid being
solely a developing country to maintain momentum.

Lahadalia detailed the Investment Ministry's innovative
blending scheme, combining labor-intensive and
capital-intensive programs to increase the value of
investments. He announced the scheme's estimated
value, reaching USD 90 million in 2023, with a target of
more than USD 100 million for 2024. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Ministry prepares to plant
trees simultaneously until April 2024
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(jb) The Indonesian Ministry of Environment and
Forestry (KHLK) through the Directorate of Watershed
Management and Forest Rehabilitation (PDASRH) is
ready to continue planting trees simultaneously
throughout the country until April 2024.

This effort aims to overcome climate change, restore
environmental quality, and support forest and land
rehabilitation. This activity also involves the
participation of the community and related parties in
various locations, by planting various types of tree
seedlings according to local conditions.

Apart from that, KHLK also focuses on river
management and anticipatory steps for the impacts of
climate change. This is a real step in protecting the
environment and reducing the impact of climate
change in Indonesia [Antara] [Antara, in Indonesian].

In a related development, the ministry is escalating
tree planting and mangrove rehabilitation efforts as a
proactive response to the challenges posed by climate
change.

While the ministry has not set specific tree planting
targets, it aims to maximize efforts nationwide to
mitigate climate change impacts. With a focus on
vulnerable areas, the LHK is also working towards
restoring 600 thousand hectares of mangroves across
all regions, following President Joko Widodo's
recommendation.[Antara News]

Indonesia: Banks face pressures to
disclose climate risks in loan portfolios

(jb) Indonesian banks face mounting regulatory
pressure to assess and disclose climate risks within
their loan portfolios, with the country's financial
watchdog, OJK, mandating all banks to integrate
climate risk considerations into lending decisions by
2026.

While some major banks like Bank Mandiri and Bank
Central Asia are expanding reporting on Scope 3
emissions and implementing sustainability measures,
challenges persist in obtaining accurate emissions
data.

Indonesia, a significant nickel and coal producer,
grapples with the need for USD 285 billion in climate-
related investments to achieve its 2030 emission
reduction target.
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Financial institutions, despite committing USD 41.7
billion to climate change between 2015 and 2021,
represent only 15 percent of the country's climate
finance needs, according to the Climate Policy
Initiative. [The Banker]

Indonesia: Ministry supports green
shipping to protect the maritime
environment

(yr) The Indonesian Ministry of Transportation
(Kemenhub) supports the implementation of green
shipping as an effort to protect the maritime
environment.

The Director General of Sea Transportation at the
Ministry of Transportation, Antoni Arif Priadi,
expressed this commitment in a Focus Group
Discussion on Green Shipping and Energy Efficiency in
Jakarta on January 11.

The Ministry of Transportation has issued mitigation
action regulations, including the use of low-sulfur fuel
and scrubbers on ships, as well as reporting ship fuel
consumption.

Priadi said that Indonesia, as a member of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), is
committed to reducing carbon emissions from ships
and supporting the development of environmentally
friendly maritime infrastructure [The Indonesian
Ministry of Transportation, in Indonesian] [Antaral.

Indonesia: Minister threatens smelter
company with sanctions

(yr) The Ministry of Manpower (Kemnaker) has
threatened to impose strict sanctions on Indonesia
Tsingshan Stainless Steel LLC (ITSS) if it is proven to
have violated Occupational Safety and Health (K3)
regulations.

Minister of Manpower Ida Fauziyah stated that the
Ministry of Manpower together with PPNS
Disnakertarns Central Sulawesi Province will carry out
law enforcement if companies are found non-
compliant

This follows a work accident incident at ITSS smelter
facility, that killed 18 workers and where the ministry
has dispatched a team of supervisors to carry out a
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thorough inspection from 8 to 11 January 2024 [see,
AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2]

The team focused on fulfilling K3 requirements in
repairing furnaces at the company and coordinating
with the Central Sulawesi Regional Police to determine
the cause and responsibility for the accident [Antara, in
Indonesian].

Indonesia: USD 10.5 billion 40-year plan to
build sea wall revived

(jb) Indonesia has announced the revival of a colossal
USD 10.5 billion, 40-year plan to construct a sea wall to
counter the rapid sinking of its capital, Jakarta.

The ambitious project is set to be implemented in
three phases, extending beyond 2040, with the initial
two stages demanding a staggering USD 10.5 billion in
funding, as revealed by Coordinating Minister for
Economic Affairs, Airlangga Hartarto.

The city, home to over 10 million people, is sinking at
an alarming rate of 25 centimeters annually, while tidal
floods surge by up to 200 centimeters yearly. The
sinking metropolis faces environmental hazards, with
certain areas descending by up to 4 meters between
1997 and 2005.

In addition to the sea wall initiative, Indonesia has
imposed restrictions on groundwater extraction and
proposed the creation of a USD 34 billion capital city in
Borneo. However, the daunting challenge lies in the 40-
year timeline for the sea wall's completion, raising
questions about political commitment and leadership.

Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto emphasized the
need for unwavering focus and dedication to ensure
the success of this critical infrastructure project. [South
China Morning Post]

Indonesia: National extends Cartenz
Peace Operation in Papua

(yr) The Indonesian National Police (Polri) has extended
the Cartenz Peace Operation in Papua until 31
December 2024, emphasizing its commitment to
maintaining security stability and public order.

This operation focuses on law enforcement against
Armed Criminal Groups (KKB) and Political Criminal
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Groups (KKP), with the main targets in Central Papua
and Mountain Papua Provinces.

In 2023, this operation succeeded in neutralizing 19
KKB members, confiscating 32 weapons, and
occupying 47 KKB headquarters, according to Polri.
[The Indonesian National Police, in Indonesian]
[Antaral.

The extension comes as the Papua conflict in Western
New Guinea (Papua) between Indonesia and the Free
Papua Movement is ongoing.

Laos: Government warns of worrying
development of drug problem

(wn) During a meeting chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Public Security, General Vilay
Lakhamfong last week, the government voiced
concerns about the alarming increase in drug-related
cases, arrests, prison sentences, and the number of
drug addicts.

It acknowledged that combating drug trafficking faces
substantial challenges, attributed in part to limited
knowledge and capabilities of involved officials. The
lack of coordination among ministries and related
bodies at both central and local levels has exacerbated
the issue, stemming from inadequate communication,
inflexibility, and a reluctance to take proactive
measures.

General Vilay further emphasized the growing
complexity of the movement, trade, and production of
drugs, now orchestrated by sophisticated international
gangs equipped with modern vehicles, technology, and
weapons. [Vientaine Times]

Laos: Fears over influx of Myanmar-based
scam groups grown

(wn) A diplomatic source based in Vientiane reported
on January 12 that there is growing concern over the
potential increase of scam operations being pushed
away from Myanmar to Laos amid China'’s crackdown
on these operationconducted by criminal syndicates in
areas near the Myanmar border.

In December, 462 Chinese nationals were deported by
Lao authorities due to their involvement in human
trafficking in the Golden Triangle SEZ. This deportation
followed another action taken in mid-September,
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where 164 Chinese nationals, including 46 arrested in
the Bokeo Special Economic Zone, were also sent back
to China. The Bokeo region is operated by a Chinese
tycoon whom the U.S. has sanctioned for human
trafficking. [REA]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption watchdog
verifies former Prime Minister Ismail
Sabri provided evidence

(ba) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACQ) has verified that it obtained the statement of
the former Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob as part
of the inquiry into possible misconduct in the context
of the utilization of USD 150 million for publicity and
promotional activities during the previous
government's tenure.

Alongside Ismail Sabri, the MACC confirmed that it
summoned Toh Puan Nai'mah Abdul Khalid, the wife of
the former Finance Minister, Tun Abdul Daim
Zainuddin, along with their two children, for
questioning.

The question comes at a time when Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim is currently cracking down on alleged
graft among top politicians, with critics accusing him of
targeting rivals.

In December, the MACC unveiled that an investigation
is being involving Daim Zainuddin and key ally of ex-
premier Mahathir Mohamad, based on information
contained in the Pandora Papers - a leak of financial
records in 2021 which revealed offshore assets held by
politicians and public figures worldwide.

The MACC also seized a 60-storey building owned by
the family of Daim Zainuddin and believed to be linked
to an USD 645 million state fund embezzlement case
[see AR No. 52, December/2023, 4]. [Reuters] [Utusan
Malaysia]

Malaysia: Decision on former Prime
Minister Najib Razak’s pardon application
to be made this month

(dqgl) A decision on jailed former prime minister Najib
Razak's application for a royal pardon will be
reportedly made in the third week of this month.
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Najib is currently serving a 12-year jail term for graft
linked to state fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad
(1TMDB). U.S. and Malaysian investigators estimate that
USD 4.5 billion was stolen, with over USD 1 billion
channeled to accounts linked to Najib.

The Pardons Board received Najib's application for a
royal pardon last month, but deferred the matter to
this month's session, citing the need for more
deliberation time.

This month’s crucial of the Pardons Board will be one
of Sultan Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin’s last official tasks
before he steps down as monarch on January 31 and
hands over the office to Johor ruler Sultan Ibrahim
Sultan Iskandar under Malaysia’s rotation system for
its nine Royal state households.

A constitutional monarchy, Malaysia gives the king the
final word on the pardon for convicted criminals.
[Channel News Asia]

Malaysia: Employers affirm readiness for
a progressive wage policy

(ba) Employers are ready to initiate the Progressive
Wage Policy through a pilot project scheduled for
rollout in June this year, as stated by the Malaysia
Employers Federation (MEF).

Tabled in Parliament in November, the Progressive
Wage Policy encompasses three main mechanisms -
participation criteria, annual salary increases, and
incentives based on rates and worker groups.

However, the MEF stressed the necessity of first
elevating productivity growth rates, with employers
covering the involved costs. To alleviate this additional
burden, the MEF suggested that the government
should fund upskilling and reskilling programs before
employees receive higher wages. [The Star]

Malaysia: Prosecution announces efforts
to obtain new witness statements in
prominent money laundering trial

(ba) On January 16, the Kuala Lumpur High Court
received information that the Attorney General's
Chambers (AGC) is in the process of acquiring new
witness statements in response to plea of Rosmah
Mansor, wife of former Prime Minister Najib Razak, to
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dismiss the charges of money laundering and tax
evasion against her.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Ahmad Akram Gharib
updated High Court Judge K. Muniandy on the current
status of Rosmah's representation, submitted the
previous month, stating that a decision has not yet
been reached. This marks the third representation
submitted by Rosmah who in September 2022 was
found guilty of corruption in relation to a school
electricity project and sentenced to ten years
imprisonment. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Maritime Enforcement Agency
takes delivery of a new offshore patrol
vessel

(ba) On January 2, Malaysia's Maritime Enforcement
Agency officially received a new Offshore Patrol Vessel
(OPV1).

The initial unit in a series of three ships, the delivery of
OPV1 marks the conclusion of a 16-month delay in the
ship's construction and delivery.

Originally scheduled for delivery in 2020, all three OPVs
faced setbacks. Following the shipbuilder's acquisition
by the Malaysian Ministry of Finance, OPV1's delivery
was rescheduled for August 2022, but it missed
subsequent deadlines set in March, July, November,
and December 2023. [Naval News]

Myanmar: NSPNC Convenes with Seven
NCA-Signatory EAOs in Nay Pyi Taw

(sk) On January 9, the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) and
seven ethnic armed groups, signatories of the 2015
National Ceasefire Agreement, convened in Nay Pyi
Taw, with attendees including Union Minister for Home
Affairs Lt. Gen. Yar Pyae, Lt. Gen. Sein Win, and
representatives from various ethnic organizations.

Discussions encompassed the peace process,
humanitarian aid in ethnic regions, and regional
development initiatives. [ElevenMyanmar]

Myanmar: Ultranationalist monks declare
readiness to take up arms in support of
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junta

(mg) Members of the extremist Buddhist group Union
of Patriotic Monks said they would renounce their
robes and fight alongside the weakened military junta
if it proved necessary to defeat the Brotherhood
Alliance - the alliance between the Arakan Army,
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and the
Ta'ang National Liberation Army. This comes after a
temporary ceasefire was agreed between Junta
officials and the resistance alliance. [Myanmar Now]

The relationship between these two groups has been
well established since the military coup in 2021.
Several ultranationalist Monks were imprisoned as
part of Aung San Suu Kyi's attempt to rein in
extremism. After releasing Ashin Wirathu in 2021,
nicknamed ‘the Buddhist Bin Laden’ by Time magazine
in 2013, the Junta has been viewed by many extremist
Monks as the protector of Buddhism. [DW]

Myanmar: Junta sentences award-winning
filmmaker to life in prison

(sk) Myanmar filmmaker Shin Daewe has been
sentenced to life in prison on terrorism charges for
alleged funding and abetting; family disputes
accusations.

Known for documentary work and volunteerism, Shin
Daewe was arrested in October after soldiers found a
drone in her luggage.

The award-winning filmmaker had previously faced
imprisonment for pro-democracy involvement in 1990
and 1991. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Over 20 civilians face life
sentences on terrorism charges

(jw) More than 20 people could be sentenced to life in
prison under Myanmar's counter-terrorism laws after
junta officials accused civilians in Thanbyuzayat
township of south-eastern Mon State of supporting
resistance groups.

The residents were charged under Sections 50 and 52
of the nation's counter-terrorism law for financing
terrorism, as well as intent to commit terrorism.
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These charges are among the latest of civilian arrests
by the military regime. According to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners, approximately 900
people have been arrested in Mon state since the 2021
coup. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Civilians escape junta
bombardment

(sk) Residents fled the northern Shan State city of
Kyaukme as junta forces bombard the area amid
Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) advances its
movements.

After the TNLA's capture of Mongngaw, located near
Kyaukme, junta troops intensify artillery strikes,
prompting evacuations.

Reports suggest the TNLA is preparing to take
Kyaukme, causing fear among residents. Many seek
refuge in nearby towns like Pyin Oo Lwin, citing
concerns about potential military bombing raids.

Despite the unrest, shops and markets in Kyaukme
remain open, with businesses operating normally. The
TNLA, part of the Brotherhood Alliance - the alliance
between the Arakan Army, Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and the TNLA - has
seized multiple towns and outposts in northern Shan
State since late October, with Operation 1027 ongoing
alongside the Arakan Army and MNDAA. [The
Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta's attacks claim 57 lives in
first week of new year

(sk) Myanmar junta's attacks resulted in 57 civilian
deaths, including 18 children, and 119 injuries during
the first week of 2024.

Airstrikes and shelling, escalating since Operation
1027, target schools, hospitals, and playgrounds.

The junta has lost control of 16 towns in northern Shan
State and 14 in Kachin, Karenni, Chin states, and
Sagaing Region.

Sagaing reports the most deaths, with 32 civilians killed
and 50 injured. Rakhine State follows with eight deaths
and 37 wounded. Bago Region sees eight civilians
killed, including three children. In total, around 583
junta airstrikes have been reported since the 2021
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coup, causing 897 fatalities and 958 injuries. [The
Irrawaddy]

The Philippines: President removes
Diokno as finance minister, gives cautious
economic outlook

(Ib/Im) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
appointed lawmaker Ralph Recto as the new finance
secretary, replacing Benjamin Diokno. Recto is tasked
with stimulating economic growth in the Philippines,
which has been grappling with the economic impact of
the pandemic and price pressures. Recto pledged to
drive growth while focusing on efficiency and
optimizing investments. [Nikkei Asia]

Despite an optimistic economic outlook, President
Marcos Jr. cautioned about potential challenges,
including the El Nino weather phenomenon. The
government aims to increase revenue, primarily
through taxes, with a forecast of around 4.23 trillion
pesos (approximately USD 75 billion) in 2024. [Reuters]

The Philippines: Prosecutor dismisses
grave-threats case against ex-President
Duterte due to lack of evidence

(Ib) A criminal complaint of grave threats against
former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has been
dismissed by a prosecutor due to lack of evidence. The
complaint had been filed by House of Representatives
Deputy Minority Leader France Castro, who alleged
that Duterte had threatened to kill her during a
television show. The prosecutor cited "want of
sufficient evidence" as the reason for the dismissal.
Duterte, known for his fiery and often controversial
remarks, denied the accusation. [TIME]

The Philippines: Agriculture department
forms blacklisting committee

(Ib) The Department of Agriculture (DA) in the
Philippines has formed a blacklisting committee to
combat unscrupulous manufacturers, suppliers,
contractors, consultants, and hoarders of agricultural
products. [The Philippine Star]

The committee will evaluate complaints initiated by the
bids and awards committee and verify the grounds for
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blacklisting. It will also gather facts and evidence, take
testimony to ascertain the truthfulness of allegations,
and recommend the issuance of suspension or
withdrawal of the respondent-contractor and the
forfeiture of bid security, if reasonable cause exists.

This move aims to strengthen the government's efforts
to address issues related to procurement and contract
implementation in the agricultural sector. Farmers in
Benguet have also called on the DA to strengthen the
operation of the National Anti-Smuggling Task Force
against smuggled vegetables, as they attribute the
flooding of agricultural products to the slump in
farmgate prices.

The Philippines: ‘Red-Tagging’ puts
activists at risk, Human Rights Watch says
in annual report

(Im) Human Rights Watch (HRW) has expressed serious
concerns about the Philippine government's practice of
"red-tagging," which has placed leftist activists and
critics at risk during President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
administration. "Red-tagging" involves government
officials and their supporters using both traditional

and online media to accuse individuals and groups of
having ties to the country's communist insurgency.
[Human Rights Watch]

In its World Report 2024, HRW called on the Marcos
administration to cease this harmful practice, which
can lead to deadly abuses and contradicts Marcos's
commitment to promoting human rights. While the
Marcos administration has pledged to improve human
rights and engage with international actors like the
United Nations, serious human rights issues persist.
These include extrajudicial killings in the "war on
drugs," enforced disappearances, and the torture of
suspects in custody.

Despite these human rights abuses and a lack of
accountability, the Philippines continues to benefit
from the European Union's Generalized Scheme of
Preferences Plus (GSP+), granting tariff preferences for
exports to the EU market based on compliance with
human rights conventions. The EU and the United
States have voiced concerns about the Philippines'
human rights record and called for improvements.

Singapore: Graft probe of Transport
Minister S. Iswaran over, Attorney-
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General’'s Chambers to review

(Im) The investigation into Singapore's Transport
Minister S. Iswaran by the Corrupt Practices
Investigation Bureau (CPIB) has concluded, as
confirmed by Education Minister Chan Chun Sing, who
indicated that the case is now under review by the
Attorney-General's Chambers (AGC). [South China
Morning Post] [The Straits Times]

The investigation had its origins in an arrest on July 11
last year when Minister Iswaran was taken into custody
by the CPIB. Hotel Properties Limited's managing
director, Ong Beng Seng, was also arrested on the
same day in connection with the case. Following the
arrests, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong placed
Minister Iswaran on a leave of absence and
subsequently reduced his pay.

Minister Iswaran had his monthly pay reduced to USD
8,500 until further notice, though he continues to
receive the full annual Member of Parliament (MP)
allowance.

Despite the considerable public interest in the case,
specific details about the nature of the investigation
and the charges involved remain undisclosed. The CPIB
has refrained from providing further information,
emphasizing that it would not be appropriate to
comment on the matter at this stage.

Singapore: bill responds to sexual crime
with indefinite prison holds, mandatory
forensic examinations

(Ib/Im) Singapore’s Ministry of Law and Ministry of
Home Affairs has introduced the Criminal Procedure
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2024, which includes
new rules for forensic medical examinations (FME) and
the possibility of indefinite detention for serious sexual
offenders. [JURIST]

For the accused, the proposed legislation empowers
the police to require accused individuals to undergo
FME when relevant to their investigation. Refusal to
participate can result in fines and up to seven years in
prison. Consent for FME on alleged victims is generally
required, with age, mental and physical condition, and
delays in consent affecting the rules.

Furthermore, the bill seeks to permit the indefinite
detention of "dangerous offenders" even after they
have completed their prison sentences. This measure
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would apply to individuals aged 21 and older convicted
of severe crimes such as culpable homicide, rape, and
sexual offenses involving minors. The determination of
an offender's eligibility for enhanced public protection
would be made by the court, ensuring that they are
not automatically released upon completing their
prison terms. Instead, release would only occur if the
Minister of Home Affairs deems them no longer a
threat, with periodic reviews to assess their suitability
for release. [Reuters] [yahoo!news]

The bill also introduces sentencing reforms, abolishing
Corrective Training sentences and changing Preventive
Detention sentencing to Sentences for Public
Protection (SPP) and Sentence for Enhanced Public
Protection (SEPP) for serious sexual crimes. SEPP
allows for indefinite detention subject to review by the
Minister of Home Affairs.

These measures come following international criticism
of Singapore's use of executions for drug trafficking
convictions. The proposed bill will undergo two more
readings in Parliament, with the potential for debate
and amendments before becoming law.

Thailand: Parliament’s upper house
pushes for general debate on
implementation of government policies

(tt/Im) A group of members in Thailand's upper house
of parliament is gaining support for a general debate
on the government's policy implementation. Over 84
out of the required 250 senatorial votes have
reportedly backed the motion, which is likely to be
submitted to Senate Speaker Pornpetch Wichitcholchai
soon. Ultimately, the cabinet will decide whether to
approve or reject the motion. [Bangkok Post]

Led by Senators Seree Suwanpanont and Jadet
Insawang, the group has identified areas where they
believe Srettha Thavisin administration has fallen short
in delivering promises, including addressing economic
challenges, reforming the judiciary, and enhancing
standards among street-level police officers, all within
just four months in office.

Thailand: Nakarin Mektrairat elected
president of Constitutional Court

(msz) Nakarin Mektrairat has been elected as the new
president of the Thai Constitutional Court, receiving
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five out of nine votes from the judges. He succeeds
Worawit Kangsasitiam, who served as president until
September last year after being appointed as president
in April of the same year by the King. The other two
contestants, Jiraniti and Panya, each received two
votes.

Nakarin became a Constitutional Court judge under
the King's order in October 2015. He holds a Bachelor
of Political Science (Politics and Government) from
Thammasat University, a Master of Arts (History) from
Chulalongkorn University, and a PhD in International
Studies from Waseda University, Japan. In addition to
being a former rector of Thammasat University's
Faculty of Political Science and vice-rector of the
administration, human resources and academic
division, he served on the committee that drafted a
new constitution in 2006-2007, and in 2014. [The
Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Constitutional Court orders ban
on rallies, tightens security on three
verdict days

(msz) Thailand's Constitutional Court on January 10
ordered that rallies would be banned with tightened
security near the court on the days it would issue
verdicts on three prominent cases. [The Nation
Thailand]

On January 17, the court will announce a verdict in the
case against Saksayam Chidchob, the secretary-general
of the Bhumjaithai, who is accused of concealing
assets and using a nominee to hide ownership of a
company that won government construction projects.
His suspension from the position of transport minister
last year, when the case was accepted by the court,
adds to the gravity of this ruling.

A week later, on January 24, a verdict will be issued
against Pita Limjaroenrat, former leader and prime
ministerial candidate of the main opposition Move
Forward Party (MFP). Pita is accused of violating
constitutional articles that prohibit MP candidates
from holding shares in a media firm. The Election
Commission asked the court to terminate Pita’s MP
status since he held shares of a now-defunct
broadcaster when applied to run in the May 2023
general election.

Lastly, on January 31, the court will rule on a case that
could potentially lead to the dissolution of the MFP.
The court is tasked with determining whether the
MFP's stance on Section 112 of the Criminal Code,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ci/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ci/

which pertains to the royal defamation law, constitutes
an attempt to undermine the constitutional monarchy
of the country, defined as a democratic system with
the King as head of state.

Thailand: Digital wallet scheme, loan
status unaltered, deputy finance minister
says

(tt/Im) Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat has
dismissed rumors that the government plans to scale
down the digital wallet scheme and fund it through the
regular budget. He clarified that the government will
proceed with enacting a bill to finance the scheme and
that reports suggesting a reduction in the budget from
500 billion baht to 300 billion baht or funding from the
fiscal 2025 budget were untrue. [The Nation]

The program, designed to provide 10,000 baht
(approximately USD 280) to every Thai citizen aged 16
and above, was intended to stimulate economic
growth. The government had planned to fund the
program through a 500-billion-baht (around USD 14
billion) loan. However, earlier this month, the Council
of State, a department under the Prime Minister that
gives advice to state entities, issued a recommendation
opposing the government's plan to finance its digital
wallet scheme through the legislating of a bill. The
Council also advised the government to seek opinions
from all parties involved [see AiR No. 2, January/2024,
2].

Against this backdrop, the government deferred a
meeting of the digital wallet policy committee set for
January 16, and decided to wait for comment from the
National Anti-Corruption Commission, which last
October had decided to set up a team to separately
study the scheme amid concerns over possible
loopholes for corruption. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parliamentary committee
denied access to hospitalized ex-Premier
Thaksin

(bk) On January 12, members of the parliamentary
committee on police affairs attempted to visit the
Police General Hospital but were denied entry to the
private ward where former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra is reportedly hospitalized.
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The Committee's chairman disclosed after the visit
that, according to the hospital, former Prime Minister
Thaksin is suffering from heart valve disease and rarely
receives visitors. He stressed that the Corrections
Department is responsible for addressing any
uncertainties regarding Thaksin's presence at the
hospital. [Thai PBS World]

The hospital, in response, clarified that it would not
permit members of the committee to enter the ward.
The committee was allowed to inspect the standards
and procedures for detaining prisoners outside the
prison at the hospital, with the condition that their visit
would not infringe upon patients’ rights.

Thaksin returned to Thailand in August last year, after
15 years of self-imposed exile. Following the return, he
was sentenced to eight years in prison over his
involvement in three corruption cases, which was later
reduced to one year through a royal pardon. The
former premier was subsequently moved from
Bangkok Remand Prison to Police General Hospital for
poor health and has been staying there ever since.

On January 8, the chief of the Department of
Corrections approved an extension of Thaksin's stay at
the Police General Hospital after the doctors of the
former premier had recommended the extension. In
light of this, there are growing calls for the National
Anti-Corruption Commission to investigate
government officials involved in Thaksin's treatment.
These calls emphasize that medical stays beyond 120
days necessitate approval from both attending
physicians and the prison's chief. The prison chief must
subsequently obtain clearance from the department's
head, who is also required to inform the justice
minister. [The Nation] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Former opposition MFP leader
Pita resolves to return to lead ‘alternative
Thailand’

(bk) In a recent interview with The Associated Press, Pita
Limjaroenrat, the former leader and prime ministerial
candidate of Thailand's progressive Move Forward
Party, discussed his political journey following the 2023
general election. [Associated Press]

Despite facing setbacks and a court ruling on alleged
election regulation violations, Pita remains determined
to participate in future elections. His overarching goal
is to demonstrate the possibility of an "alternative
Thailand" and foster positive change. Pita
acknowledges the challenges posed by conservative
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forces that have held power for a decade but remains
hopeful for inevitable transformation.

Thailand: Government seeks public
opinion on draft to end recreational
cannabis use

(tt/Im) The Thai government is seeking public input on
a draft bill that would ban recreational use of cannabis
[see also AIR No. 2, January/2024, 2]. The new draft bill,
published on the health ministry's website on January
9, aims to allow only medical and health uses of
cannabis, while prohibiting all forms of recreational
use. Penalties for recreational use could include fines
of up to 60,000 baht (USD 1,700), and marketing or
advertising campaigns promoting recreational use
could result in jail terms or fines. The government will
consider public feedback on the draft before
proceeding with parliamentary deliberations. [Reuters]

The proposal marks a shift in Thailand's cannabis
policy, which initially leaned toward decriminalization
but has since faced criticism and concerns over the
unregulated cannabis market and its impact on
society. Even under the relaxed laws, smoking
marijuana in public was still illegal; however, the
proposed new laws will prohibit advertising and
marketing campaigns for cannabis buds and extracts,
as well as other marijuana products. An earlier draft
bill was rejected by parliament in November. [CNN]

Thailand: Prime Minister signs
opposition’s draft on clean air bill

(bk/Im) Thailand’s Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Srettha Thavisin on Januar 11 signed the proposed
draft of the Clean Air Act, which was put forward by the
opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), and sent it back
to parliament to be included on the agenda for debate.
[The Nation]

Earlier, on January 10, the MFP had accused the
coalition government of attempting to push the clean
air bill without the prime minister's signature. The MFP
had proposed the bill and six other related bills on
January 9, including those addressing cross-border
pollution. They claimed that the government was trying
to delay the House reading of their Clean Air bill by
withholding the prime minister's approval.
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The ruling Pheu Thai Party defended the delay, citing
the need for a thorough study before approval. They
also mentioned that the Council of State had
completed its examination of the bill, and the prime
minister's approval had subsequently been granted.

Still, House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha on
January 10 pledged to establish a joint committee to
address agenda-setting issues and suggested using a
committee to clarify any uncertainties in the bill's
details. [Bangkok Post 1]

The Move Forward Party's (MFP) proposal is one of five
different drafts of the Clean Air Act legislation. The
other drafts have been submitted by the ruling
Bhumjaithai and Pheu Thai parties, the Ministry of the
Environment and Natural Resources, and a "People's
Version." The final draft is expected to incorporate
elements from all five proposals and will be presented
for parliamentary reading within the first half of the
year. The government's goal is to enact the bill into law
by the end of the year. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Three former Bhumjaithai MPs
disqualified for life, voting rights
suspended for ten years

(msz) Three former MPs from the Bhumijaithai party
have been permanently disqualified from contesting
elections and had their voting rights suspended for ten
years by the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for
Political Office Holders. The court also prohibited them
from holding any political office due to their guilt in
allowing their parliamentary membership cards to be
used by other MPs to vote in parliament. This decision
followed a previous sentence in May last year, where
the same court sentenced them to nine months in
prison for grossly unethical conduct. [Thai PBS World]

The three former MPs had allowed their parliamentary
membership cards to be used by fellow MPs during the
vote on the budget bill for the 2020 fiscal year in
January 2020. They claimed that they had forgotten
their cards in parliament due to their rush to attend
Children's Day celebrations and a seminar and
suggested that someone must have used them without
their consent. However, the court rejected their
explanation and upheld their conviction.

Thailand: Four opposition lawmakers
resign from house committee
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investigating Land Bridge Project

(tt) Four lawmakers from Thailand’s main opposition
Move Forward Party (MFP) have resigned from a House
committee investigating the 1-trillion-baht Land Bridge
megaproject, citing their refusal to rubber-stamp a
project with which they disagree. [Bangkok Post]

The Land Bridge project aims to establish a logistics
network connecting Ranong to Chumphon and
includes deep-water ports, a motorway, and a railway
system. Objections from the four MFP lawmakers
included concerns about the absence of oil pipelines
and the lack of an environmental impact study.
Conflicting reports from the Office of Transport and
Traffic Policy and Planning (OTP) and the National
Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC)
regarding the project's feasibility further fueled their
dissent.

Thailand: DSI to file charges against two
former ministers, other officials over
bribery in labor export scheme

(msz) Thailand's Department of Special Investigation
(DSI) is set to press charges against two former
ministers and two senior officials from the labor
ministry. They are accused of allegedly soliciting
millions of baht in return for granting approval for the
export of Thai workers to Finland. [Bangkok Post]

The Finnish authorities reported the case to the Thai
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which then referred it to the
DSl for investigation. The DSI found that Thai workers,
who had initially traveled to Finland and worked there
legally under Thai law, became victims of human
trafficking upon their return to Thailand. These
workers were charged a 3,000-baht (around USD 85)
service fee upon returning, which was not included in
their official contracts. Over 12,000 Thai workers in
Finland between 2020 and 2023 were charged this
additional fee, resulting in a total loss of over 36 million
baht (around USD 1 million).

While the DSl has not disclosed the identities of the
accused government officials, former Labor Minister
Suchart Chomklin, who served from August 2020 to
September 2023, vehemently denies any involvement
in the alleged wrongdoing. He is currently consulting
with his legal team to explore potential legal action
against those who have tarnished his reputation.
[Thaiger]
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Thailand: Arrest warrants in major pork
smuggling case; Democrat Party leader
denies ties to suspect

(tt) Arrest warrants have been issued for four
individuals, including the half-brother of an
undisclosed prominent Thai politician, in connection
with a major pork smuggling case. The warrants were
granted by the Criminal Court based on evidence from
the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), with
charges including tax evasion, Customs Act violations
related to animal and carcass imports, money
laundering, and other offenses. [Bangkok Post]

The DSl initiated the investigation following the seizure
of 4,025 tons of pork valued at approximately 6-7
billion baht (around USD 170 million to USD 199
million) in mid-2023. Authorities from the Ministry of
Agriculture suspect that the illicit shipments originated
from supermarkets in Brazil and certain European
countries, where frozen meat is required to be
destroyed after a year of storage. Instead of disposal,
the "expired" pork was shipped to countries like
Thailand and sold there.

In related news, Democrat Party leader Chalermchai
Sri-on has denied any familial or close ties with a
primary suspect in the billion-baht pork smuggling
case. Chalermchai clarified that although he had met
the suspect at an event attended by politicians and
businesspeople, they had no blood relations or
significant association. [Thaiger]

Thailand: State prosecutor to file case
against 12 individuals over Khao Yai illegal
plots

(Im) In Thailand, state prosecutors are set to initiate
legal proceedings against 12 individuals, including
former Deputy Public Health Minister Sunthorn
Wilawan, in a case involving encroachment on Khao Yai
National Park. This legal action comes nearly 13 years
after the start of investigations into the matter.
[Bangkok Post]

Earlier this year, the Department of Special
Investigation's Natural Resources and Environment
Case Division summoned the 12 suspects to inform
them of the charges they would face. All individuals
involved have admitted their guilt, and assessments of
the damages incurred are currently underway.
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Additionally, the state prosecutor has requested that
the DSI provide its own estimation of the financial
losses suffered by the affected parties.

Thailand: Parliamentary committee to
probe delayed warrants for alleged
suppression of Malay attire

(bk) The Committee on Legal Affairs, Justice, and
Human Rights has decided to launch an investigation
into a complaint regarding the delayed issuance of
warrants by the Internal Security Operation Command
(ISOC) Region 4. These warrants were issued against
nine activists who wore traditional Malay attire at a
cultural fair in Pattani province in 2022. [Bangkok Post]

While ISOC initially approved the event, the organizers
later faced charges of incitement and criminal
association, which were subsequently suspended due
to insufficient evidence. However, earlier this month,
warrants for the same charges were reissued, sparking
demands for their withdrawal on the grounds of
violating the right to wear traditional clothing.

Adding to the complexity, Lt Gen Santi Sakuntanak, the
commander of Thailand's 4th Army Region, recently
claimed that the youths facing court summons were
displaying symbols associated with the Barisan
Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani (BRN) separatist
movement. [AIR No. 2, January/2024, 2]

Thailand: Low birth rate to go on national
agenda

(Im) Thailand's government is taking action to address
the declining birth rate by prioritizing it on the national
agenda. A five-year plan has been submitted to the
cabinet, focusing on promoting births and investing in
human capital development. To ensure coordinated
implementation, a committee will be formed to
oversee measures and policies across ministries.
[Bangkok Post]

Some experts warn that without intervention,
Thailand's population could decrease to 33 million in
around 60 years, resulting in 18 million senior citizens,
14 million working-age adults, and only 1 million
individuals aged 0-14.
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Thailand: Prime Minister advocates for
interest rate cut, affirms central bank's
independence

(bk) Following a meeting with the governor of
Thailand's central bank, Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin clarified that he “just explained” his views on
interest rates but gave no orders during the meeting.
The talks on January 10 came two days after Srettha,
who is also the finance minister, publicly public called
on the central bank to reduce borrowing costs in
response to months of negative inflation. [Bangkok
Post 1]

The discussions covered economic situations and
interest rates, with the premier urging a cut in
borrowing costs. The central bank, however, attributes
deflation to state subsidies, not falling consumption,
and has not signaled readiness to reduce interest rates
despite the urge. In fact, on January 15, a senior official
of the central bank publicly commented that the
country's "uneven" economic recovery cannot be
addressed solely by cutting interest rates. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Furthermore, the central bank accounted that its
Monetary Policy Committee would not change its
scheduled meeting on February 7, and would not
conduct a special session to discuss policy rate
reduction. [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Land title deed upgrades for 22
million rai of agricultural land
commenced

(tt/Im) On January 15, the first batch of "land title deeds
for agriculture," an upgrade from the previous Sor Por
Kor 4-01 licenses, was distributed to 25,000 registered
farmers. In this context, Agriculture Minister Thamanat
Prompow confirmed plans to convert a total of more
than 22 million rai (35,200 square kilometers) covered
by Sor Por Kor 4-01 documents, commonly known as
land rights for the poor, into agricultural land title
deeds within five years. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Defense Minister announces
lease of unused military land to low-
income individuals
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(bk) Defence Minister Sutin Klungsan has revealed
plans to rent out a 6.2-squarekilometer plot of land in
Samut Prakan, originally owned by the Treasury
Department but used by the Royal Thai Navy, at
affordable rates to low-income families. The initiative
aligns with the Pheu Thai Party's promise to allow
landless farmers and underprivileged people to live
and farm on unused military-owned land. Some
unused land in Phra Samut Chedi has already been
leased, and these contracts will be renewed. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Nearly 300 children reported
missing in 2023

(tt) According to the Mirror Foundation, a non-
governmental organization dedicated to finding
missing people, Thailand witnessed a surge in missing
children in 2023, with nearly 300 cases reported. This
marks a 17 percent increase compared to the previous
year and represents the highest number recorded in
the last five years. [Bangkok Post]

Of the 296 missing children, 58 percent (172) left their
homes due to various factors, including conflicts
related to gaming addiction and family disputes. The
most vulnerable age group was children between 11
and 15 years old, accounting for 138 cases in 2023.
Additionally, the report highlighted 62 cases involving
children under the age of ten and 96 cases of
teenagers aged 16 to 18 going missing.

Thailand: Government’s plan for military-
run drug rehab centers raises concerns

(bk/msz) Civil society groups in Thailand have
expressed concerns regarding the government's plan
to establish drug rehabilitation centers within 52 army
barracks across the country. The Defence Minister,
Sutin Klungsang, conducted meetings to discuss this
plan, which aims to provide drug rehabilitation
programs to 4,414 addicts in 85 districts spanning 30
provinces. These programs would range from 60 to
120 days in duration [see AR No. 2, January/2024, 2]
Activists have raised concerns about the use of
military-style rehabilitation methods, arguing that the
military is not suited to deliver public health services.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In related news, the Office of the Narcotics Control
Board has revealed that it has identified over 7,000


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-fd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-fh/

individuals suffering from mental conditions due to
illicit drug use. These individuals will be enrolled in the
rehabilitation and stabilization program. [Bangkok Post
2]

Thailand: More than 4,000 government
agencies failed to protect personal data

(msz) According to the Office of the Personal Data
Protection Commission (PDPC), a total of 5,261
organizations, comprising 4,886 government agencies
at both central and local levels, have been found to
have inadequately protected personal data. This
significant privacy breach occurred between November
9, 2023, and January 12, 2024, primarily due to the
unnecessary exposure of personal data on websites
and the absence of security measures to safeguard
such information. Furthermore, the PDPC disclosed
that it had taken action against 23 social media
accounts engaged in illicit personal data trading,
leading to the apprehension of five individuals
involved. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Navy must seek Cabinet’s
approval for submarine deal extension,
Attorney General office says

(bk) The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) has
informed the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) that any extension
of the procurement contract initiated in 2017 by the
Prayuth administration for purchasing a submarine
from China must receive approval from the cabinet.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The submarine deal hit a snag when China couldn't
provide the contracted S26T Yuan-class submarine
with a German-made diesel engine due to Berlin's
restrictions on such engines being used in Chinese
military hardware.

China proposed using a Chinese-made engine as a
substitute, which seemed acceptable to the RTN.
Nevertheless, the government led by the Pheu Thai
Party reportedly leans towards purchasing a Chinese
frigate instead of the submarine, even though this
would incur an additional cost of 1 billion baht
compared to the original submarine deal. However,
withdrawing from the agreement at this stage could
potentially result in the forfeiture of the 6 billion baht
(approximately USD 171 million) already paid to China,
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unless Thailand can demonstrate that China breached
the contract.

In response to the navy's inquiries, the OAG clarified
that extending the contract by 1,217 days requires
cabinet review due to its government-to-government
nature. However, changing the submarine engine is a
technical matter for the navy's evaluation. If the engine
change is approved, the submarine procurement is
expected to be completed in 40 months.

Thailand: Pattani's Pa Narae district
removed from severe emergency area list;
decree to be extended

(bk) During a recent meeting of the Emergency
Situation Management Committee at Thailand's
National Security Council, it was revealed that one
southern district, Pa Narae in Pattani province, has
been removed from the severe emergency area list
due to improvements in the local situation and
alignment with government strategies to address the
southern insurgency issue. However, the emergency
decree in the southern border provinces is expected to
be extended for an additional three months, from
January 20 to April 19. [Bangkok Post]

According to Deputy Prime Minister Somsak
Thepsuthin, the chair of the Committee's meeting, the
government plans to lift the emergency decree for the
entire southern border area by 2027, contingent on
efforts such as engaging with neighboring authorities.
Out of 33 areas under the decree, 15 have been lifted,
while 18 remain on the list.

Thailand: Air Force white paper to defend
need to buy new fighter jets

(Im) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) plans to release a
white paper in February, outlining its strategies for the
next decade, including the acquisition of 12 new fighter
jets. The procurement of these fighter jets will take
place in three phases starting in fiscal year 2025 and
will replace the aging F16 jets. The RTAF is considering
both F16 aircraft from the United States and Gripen
jets from the Swedish aerospace and defense company
Saab AB for the fleet. [The Nation]

The white paper will also address how the RTAF plans
to adapt to global situations and new technologies.
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Vietham: Communist Party head Nguyen
Phu Trong attends parliament session
after health concerns

(Im) Vietnam's top leader and Communist Party head,
Nguyen Phu Trong, attended a session of the National
Assembly on January 15 after being hospitalized last
week due to an unspecified illness. The National
Assembly is currently holding an extraordinary session
to discuss important matters such as banking and land
reforms, additional budget spending plans up to 2025,
and medium-term investment plans for the state utility
company EVN (Electricity of Vietnam). [yahoo!news]

Earlier in the month, Trong had not appeared in official
schedules during meetings with visiting foreign
leaders, including Indonesian President Joko Widodo
and Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, leading
to widespread speculation about his health.

State media gave prominence to Trong's presence at
the assembly session, which is not typically highlighted,
and featured images of him smiling with other leaders
and participating in parliamentary proceedings.
However, shortly after the opening speech, Trong was
seen leaving the session with the assistance of aides,
according to a Reuters witness. [Reuters]

Vietnam: Graft probe into misuse of key
energy fund to be expanded

(Im) Vietnam is reportedly widening its ongoing
investigation into corruption allegations within the
energy sector as the country grapples with a worsening
power crisis. The probe, which has already implicated
senior trade officials, is set to be extended to cover the
alleged mishandling of Vietnam's nearly USD 300
million petroleum price stabilization fund. If this
expansion proceeds, it will involve officials from the
finance and trade ministries, as well as certain related
companies, potentially leading to more arrests.
[Bloomberg]

Vietham: Economy to grow by 6.5 percent
in 2024, observers predict

(wn) Economists in Vietnam are projecting the
country's economy to expand by 6-6.5 percent in 2024,
with recovery spanning all sectors. Inflation is foreseen
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to stabilize at approximately 3.5-4 percent, while
exports are poised to grow by 5 percent, and private
investment may see a 6 percent increase. Nonetheless,
these experts urge vigilance due to global economic
challenges, geopolitical risks, and concerns about
security and energy. They advocate for a
comprehensive analysis of the global landscape,
institutional enhancements, and the adoption of legal
frameworks to accommodate emerging economic
models. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam: People over 40 account for
nearly 30 percent of job cuts in Ho Chi
Minh City

(wn) In Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), around 48,000
individuals aged above 40 filed for unemployment
benefits in 2023, marking a 10 percent increase
compared to the previous year. This demographic
accounted for approximately 30 percent of all
unemployment benefit claimants in the city. The
notable increase can primarily be attributed to job cuts
and career transitions. [The Saigon Times]

Vietnam: Police bust loan shark ring led
by Chinese national

(wn) Police in Vietnam conducted raids in Ho Chi Minh
City and Binh Duong Province, arresting nearly 200
individuals involved in an online loan shark operation.
Led by a Chinese national, the ring offered loans with
annual interest rates exceeding 500 percent. The
operation resulted in the arrest of 193 individuals and
the seizure of computers, cell phones, and bank
accounts. [Vn Express]

Authorities began investigating the case in November
after discovering that borrowers who failed to make
timely interest payments were subjected to threats
and harassment through text messages and phone
calls. After identifying a major loan shark network
operating across various locations, the case was
reported to the Ministry of Public Security, leading to a
raid by 250 police officers on nine locations.

Vietnam: Public security ministry
establishes first police peacekeeping unit
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(wn) Vietnam has officially inaugurated the Vietnam
Police Peacekeeping Unit No.1 under the Ministry of
Public Security. This specialized unit has been
established to play a pivotal role in safeguarding
United Nations (UN) personnel and assets, supporting
civilian protection efforts, and providing assistance to
other police services involved in UN peacekeeping
missions. [Nhan Dan]

As of November 1, 2023, Vietnam had contributed a
total of 274 military and police personnel deployed to
various UN peacekeeping missions, which encompass
deployments to the UN Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilisation Mission in the Central African Republic
(MINUSCA), the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei
(UNISFA), the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS),
and the UN headquarters.

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Human Rights Watch calls for ‘action’ in
2024 report

(MG) Human Rights Watch has released its annual
report on the global situation of human rights,
stressing that the events throughout the world last
year should act as a lesson in what should be done
differently this year.

The report described 2023 as a “formidable year not
only for human rights and wartime atrocities but also
for selective government outrage and transactional
diplomacy that carried profound costs for the rights of
those not in on the deal”.
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The report dived into multiple areas of concern
including the on-going conflicts and hostilities around
the world, environmental incidents and disasters, and
economic inequalities. The rights of women and girls,
and members of the LGBTQ+ community were also
emphasized as key areas of concern. [Human Rights
Watch]

China accuses U.S. of weaponizing export
controls, urges respect for contracts

(yg) On January 11, China's Ministry of Commerce
expressed strong concerns at a press conference over
what it perceives as the United States' weaponization
of export controls, particularly in the realm of high-
tech exports by Dutch companies to China. China
criticized the U.S. for direct intervention and
interference, calling on the Dutch side to respect
contractual agreements and support compliant trade.
[Commerce Ministry, People’s Republic of China 1, in
Chinese]

The comments were prompted by restrictions imposed
by the Dutch government on ASML, a Netherlands-
based company crucial for advanced semiconductor
manufacturing. The Dutch government had partially
revoked an export license, impacting shipments of
specific chip-making equipment to China following a
U.S. export restriction in 2023 that restricted the
export of ASML's "Twinscan NXT1930Di" machine if it
contained any U.S. parts [see AR No. 1, January/2024,
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China expressed strong opposition to such measures
and stated its intension to take necessary actions to
safeguard its business interests.

The Ministry of Commerce also highlighted concerns
about U.S. chip export controls in a call between
Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao and U.S.
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo.

The ongoing trade tensions between the U.S. and
China in the tech sector continue to raise concerns
about the global semiconductor supply chain.
[Commerce Ministry, People’s Republic of China 2, in
Chinese] [CNBC(C]

Germany criticizes China's actions against
the Philippines in South China Sea


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-vi/

(yq) During her visit to the Philippines, Germany's
foreign minister, Annalena Baerbock, criticized on
January 10 the activities of the Chinese coastguard in
the South China Sea, expressing concern over the use
of lasers and water cannons.

Baerbock highlighted that such risky maneuvers
violated the rights and economic development
opportunities of the Philippines and other neighboring
countries, adding that these actions raised questions
about the freedom of sea routes guaranteed under
international law in an area crucial for global maritime
trade.

Her statements come after in December the
Philippines and China accused each other of being
responsible for incidents involving several vessels in
the South China Sea. Manila accused Chinese vessels
of firing water cannons at its resupply boats and
deliberately ramming a vessel in disputed waters,
while China asserted that Philippine ships illegally
intruded into its waters [see AiR No. 50,
December/2023, 2].

Baerbock's visit marks the first by a German foreign
minister to the Philippines in over a decade, coinciding
with the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the two nations. [Reuters]

China criticizes foreign governments for
congratulating Taiwan's Democratic
Progressive Party on Election Win

(yq) After the ruling Democratic Progressive Party,
considered as "secessionist force" to China, won the
Presidential election on January 13, China stated at a
press conference that the question of Taiwan is an
internal affair of China, and no matter how the election
result is, Taiwan is always a part of China. China
strongly opposes the independence of Taiwan.
[Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China1, in
Chinese]

Notably, the Chinese foreign ministry criticized U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken's statement, which
congratulated the newly elected President Lai Ching-te
and said Washington looked forward to furthering its
unofficial relationship with Taiwan, deeming it a
"seriously incorrect signal" to "Taiwan independence
separatist forces" and China has always been firmly
opposed to any form of official contacts between the
United States and Taiwan. [Foreign Ministry, People’s
Republic of China2, in Chinese]
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On January 13, British Foreign Minister David Cameron
released a statement congratulating Lai and his party,
stating that the election serves as a testament to
Taiwan's thriving democracy. Meanwhile, the Chinese
embassy criticized what Cameron referred to as
"inappropriate conduct."

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa
congratulated Lai on his victory and called Taiwan an
important friend. However, she also stated that their
relationship with Taipei was on a "non-governmental
basis”. In response, the Chinese embassy in Japan
lodged an official diplomatic protest.

Additionally, the Chinese embassy in France accused
the French foreign ministry of provocation for
congratulating Lai and the DPP in a statement released
on January 14. [Reuters]

As China always despises DDP by calling it separatist, a
hostile reaction to Lai's victory from China has been
widely expected. Expert analyses that Beijing may
ratchet up the pressure in response to Lai's victory,
especially before he takes office in May. But the event
is likely to be less aggressive than the large-scale
military maneuvers of recent years. [The Guardian]

India protests British diplomats visit to
Pakistan-administered Kashmir

(tj) India has lodged a protest over a senior British
diplomat's visit to Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK),
stating that the trip infringed on India's "sovereignty
and territorial integrity." British High Commissioner to
Pakistan Jane Marriott visited AJK with an official from
the UK Foreign Office on January 10. India's Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra expressed a strong protest to
the British High Commissioner to India about the visit,
calling it "unacceptable." [Dawn]

Mongolia-Benelux countries sign
agreement in visa-free travel for holders
of official passports

(dqgl) An agreement was signed on January 9 in Brussels
between Mongolia, Belgium, the Netherlands, and
Luxembourg to exempt diplomatic and official
passport holders from of entry permit requirements
for travels up to 90 days. [Montsame 1]
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Meanwhile, the Mongolian Parliament has approved a
bill to open an embassy in Tashkent, the capital of the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

With a population of 35 million, the Central Asian
country stands as the largest market and a frontrunner
in agriculture and light industry in the region.
[Montsame 2]

Joint condemnation of North Korea latest
missile test by South Korea, US and Japan

(dgl) South Korean nuclear envoy Kim Gunn, along with
his US and Japanese counterparts Jung Pak and
Hiroyuki Namazu have condemned North Korea's
latest ballistic missile launch on January 14 (see article
in this issue), marking Pyongyang's its first ballistic
missile launch this year.

In their phone conversation on January 15, the envoys
denounced the launch as a violation of the U.N.
Security Council resolutions that poses a threat to
peace and stability of the Korean Peninsula and the
region and reaffirmed that their trilateral cooperation
will deepen even further as North Korea escalates its
actions.

In addition, they agreed to closely monitor the visit of
North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui to Russia
this week that comes amid increasing military
cooperation between the two countries. [Yonhap]

South Korea takes part in US-led
multinational maritime exercise

(dqgl) South Korea is joining the US-led annual
multinational anti-submarine Sea Dragon exercise in
waters off Guam that will run until January 25.

The South Korean Navy is deploying some 40
personnel and a P-3 maritime patrol aircraft.

India, Australia and Japan are also taking part in the
exercise that will train troops aboard maritime patrol
aircraft to identify and track submarines with detection
equipment, including radar and sonobuoys. and to
share submarine target data with other participants.

Seoul first joined the exercise - launched in 2014 - as
an observer in 2019, before becoming a full participant
in the following year. [Yonhap]
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Indonesian President Widodo visits
Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei

(wn/If/Im) Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo
recently embarked on a diplomatic tour visiting the
Philippines, Vietnam, and Brunei, where he engaged in
a series of high-level meetings and discussions.

The Philippines

In the Philippines, President Jokowi held a bilateral
meeting with his Philippine counterpart Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., discussing various issues, including the
South China Sea. They agreed to strengthen border
cooperation, revise border patrol agreements, and
settle continental shelf boundaries. [Rappler]

Notably, President Jokowi reportedly proposed the
purchase of anti-submarine aircraft from Jakarta. While
no specific details were provided about the aircraft in
question, the proposal comes as the Philippines is
increasing its maritime patrols and considering an
overhaul of its modernization program to counter
China's growing presence in the South China Sea. [The
Defense Post]

Additionally, the Philippines and Indonesia signed a
memorandum of understanding on energy
cooperation. The preliminary agreement updates and
reinforces long-term energy cooperation and covers
areas such as energy transition, renewable energy,
electric vehicles, and alternative fuels. [Bloomberg]

Vietnam

During his President Jokowi's state visit to Vietnam,
both countries placed a strong emphasis on
maintaining peace, stability, security, and freedom of
navigation in the South China Sea. This visit also saw
the signing of a memorandum of understanding on
information technology and communications
cooperation, demonstrating a commitment to
enhancing technological collaboration. [Reuters] [Nhan
Dan] [The Diplomat]

President Jokowi also visited VinFast's factory in
northern Vietnam and expressed his commitment to
create the necessary conditions for the company to
build a plant and invest quickly in Indonesia. Vinfast, a
Vietnamese electric vehicle (EV) manufacturer, has
plans to invest USD 1.2 billion in Indonesia to establish
an EV factory with a potential annual production
capacity of up to 50,000 vehicles. [Associated Press]
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Brunei

On January 13, President Jokowi traveled to Brunei
Darussalam to attend the wedding of Prince Abdul
Mateen and participate in a business forum. He was
invited to the wedding by Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah and
was welcomed by Brunei's top security officials upon
arrival. The wedding ceremony, which began on
January 7 and ended on January 16, saw Prince Abdul
Mateen marrying Anisha Rosnah Isa-Kalebic, the
granddaughter of the ruler's special advisor. [Jakarta
Globe]

Indonesia declares support for South
Africa against Israel at the International
Court of Justice

(jb) Indonesia has declared its moral and political
support for South Africa against Israel at the
International Court of Justice (ICJ). Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi is slated to deliver an oral statement on
February 19 in response to South Africa's case accusing
Israel of genocide in Gaza.

While Indonesia fully supports South Africa's initiative,
it won't join the lawsuit due to non-membership in the
1948 Genocide Convention.

The UN General Assembly recently sought an 1CJ
opinion on Israel's occupation of Palestinian territory,
and South Africa filed a lawsuit, supported by Turkey,
Bolivia, and Malaysia.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation also endorsed
South Africa's action, urging the ICJ] to promptly
address the alleged mass genocide by Israeli forces in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Indonesia ready to finalize code of
conduct for South China Sea

(jb) Indonesia's Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi
announced the country's readiness to collaborate with
Southeast Asian nations, including the Philippines, to
expedite the finalization of a long-awaited code of
conduct for the South China Sea.

Retno made the announcement at a joint press
conference with her Philippine counterpart Enrique
Manalo in Manila, ahead of a visit by Indonesian
President Joko Widodo (see article in this edition).
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Despite ongoing efforts since 2002, progress has been
sluggish in establishing a framework for negotiations.

China's "nine-dash line" territorial claim, encroaching
into the exclusive economic zones of neighboring
countries, has fueled tensions. A 2016 international
tribunal ruling invalidated much of China's claims, but
Beijing rejects the decision.

During their meeting Retno and Manalo also signed a
pact enhancing energy ties and committed to
reinforcing defense cooperation, including the revision
of joint border patrol agreements.

The move comes amid heightened tensions in the
South China Sea and a longstanding effort to establish
a code of conduct in the region. [Reuters] [Yahoo!
News]

South Korea, China, and Indonesia to
collaborate in aviation and railway
sectors

(jbrdql) Transportation Minister Budi Karya Sumadi
visited South Korea and China from January 9-13. The
visits aimed to bolster cooperation in the aviation and
railway sectors.

Following a meeting at the South Korea Ministry of
Transport, Budi declared that both Indonesia and
South Korea are expected to finish a feasibility study
on the light rail transit (LRT) project in Bali in April,
adding that the focus will be on building the first phase
of the Bali LRT project that connects the Ngurah Rai
airport and Central Park in Bali. [Jakarta Globe]
[Tempo.co]

In China Budi met with his Chinese counterpart Li
Xiaopeng in Beijing on January 12 to discuss
opportunities for increasing bilateral cooperation in
the transportation sector.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to increasing
cooperation in joint national transportation
infrastructure projects, with The Jakarta - Bandung Fast
Train being one to be realized under the bilateral
cooperation.

Another one is the construction of an Automated Rail
Transit (ART) in the new national capital Nusantara
(IKN), for which an assessment was carried out with
the China Railway Rolling Stock Corporation (CRRC).

Jakarta is planning to use a set of ARTs from CRRC in
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the new capital.

With regards to the shipping sector, cooperation in
improving human resources through education and
training programs was explored. [Antara]

Indonesia plans to import 120,000 metric
tons of meat from Brazil and India in 2024

(jb) Indonesia plans to import 120,000 metric tons of
meat from Brazil and India in 2024, assigning state
food procurement firms Bulog and IDFood for the task,
according to the National Food Agency (NFA).

Bulog is set to import 100,000 tons of water buffalo
meat from India, while IDFood will bring in 20,000 tons
of beef from Brazil.

The import quotas are consistent with last year, with
Bulog aiming to secure the meat before the Ramadan
fasting month in March to fortify stocks, said Bulog's
CEO Bayu Krisnamurthi. [Reuters]

ASEAN Chair Laos appoints Special Envoy
for Myanmar

(wn) Laos, this year's chair of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), has appointed
veteran diplomat Alounkeo Kittikhoun as the special
envoy as its special envoy to Myanmar ahead of the
bloc's foreign ministerial retreat in Luang Prabang later
this month.

Alounkeo previously held positions as the Laotian
Prime Minister's Office minister and served as Laos'
ambassador to the United Nations and vice foreign
minister. [The Diplomat]

On January 10, the newly appointed special envoy met
with the junta leader Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw for
a meeting attended also by Foreign Minister Than Swe,
Home Affairs Minister Yar Pyae, and representatives
from seven armed organizations which signed the
2015 Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.

The discussion centered on ASEAN's 2021 five-point
consensus, which the regime has yet to implement.
Additionally, they discussed the delivery of
humanitarian aid to approximately 2 million displaced
people, as reported by the junta’s media. [The
Irrawaddy Burmese]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-gl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-gr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-gy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-gj/

Laos has been more willing to engage with Myanmar's
military regime compared to its predecessor,
Indonesia. It remains to be seen whether Laos' ASEAN
chairmanship can push for a more productive dialogue
with Myanmar. [Nikkei Asia]

Denmark announces talks with India, The
Philippines to recruit health staff

(Ib) The Danish government, acknowledging the
persistent labor shortage in healthcare sectors,
particularly in social assistance, aims to address the
deficit by exploring potential agreements with
countries like India and the Philippines for targeted
training and recruitment of health professionals.
Despite efforts to bolster domestic recruitment and
education initiatives, the shortage, expected to
escalate by 2035 with an estimated deficit of 15,000
workers in the social health care sector alone, persists.
[Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Science] [The
Local DK]

This initiative follows recent decisions to increase pay
for various health worker categories and will involve
negotiations led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in
collaboration with other relevant ministries, with the
intent of attracting foreign healthcare personnel due to
the urgent and escalating shortage, as emphasized by
Health Minister Sophie Lghde.

Singapore to participate in United States-
led military operation ‘Prosperity
Guardian’ in Red Sea

(Ib) The Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) will contribute
personnel to Operation Prosperity Guardian, a United
Stated-led, international maritime security force
formed in response to attacks by Yemeni Houthi rebels
on shipping in the Red Sea. [The Diplomat] [The Straits
Times]

Singapore's Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen announced
that SAF's deployment will include sending a team to
the Republic of Singapore Navy's Information Fusion
Centre for information sharing, a team of planners to
work on operational plans with international partners,
and a senior national representative to the Combined
Maritime Forces' headquarters in Bahrain.

The Houthi rebels have recently attacked numerous
merchant ships in the Red Sea, leading to the
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suspension of transits by major shipping companies.
Operation Prosperity Guardian falls under Combined
Task Force 153, and Singapore has been a member of
the Combined Maritime Forces since 2009.

Armed robberies of ships in Asia, near
Singapore increased 19 percent in 2023

(Ib) In 2023, incidents of armed robbery on ships in
Asia increased by nearly 20 percent, with a significant
rise in the region around the Singapore Strait and the
Strait of Malacca, according to the annual review by
ReCAAP (Regional Cooperation Agreement on
Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery). [The Maritime
Executive]

The data reveals a total of 99 incidents and one
attempted in 2023, compared to 84 in 2022. The area
around Singapore and the Straits of Malacca
accounted for two-thirds of the reports in 2023, with
other areas such as Indonesia, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Vietnam also experiencing increases.

ReCAAP highlights the importance of arrests made by
coastal states as a deterrence to organized criminal
groups. Despite the overall increase, incident reports
peaked in the second quarter of 2023 and declined in
the fourth quarter, reaching the lowest quarterly level
in five years. Most incidents involve armed robberies,
with engine spares being the most frequently stolen
items. The perpetrators typically strike during
darkness, with knives being the most common
weapons used when they are armed.

German Foreign Affairs Minister Baerbock
visits The Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia

(Ib/Im) German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock
embarked on a diplomatic tour, visiting Malaysia,
Singapore, and the Philippines to engage in
discussions on various international issues.

The Philippines

During her visit to the Philippines, Germany's Foreign
Minister Annalena Baerbock on January 11 expressed
her concerns about heightened tensions in the South
China Sea. She mentioned that she had just come from
the Middle East, where the situation remained
extremely dangerous, and emphasized the risk that a
small incident could escalate into a larger conflict.
[Deutsche Welle]
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Regarding the specific situation in the South China Sea,
she raised concerns about recent confrontations
between China and the Philippines, including
allegations that China had rammed a Philippine ship
carrying the armed forces chief of staff. Baerbock
stated that such risky maneuvers violated the rights
and economic development opportunities of the
Philippines and neighboring countries.

Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo thanked
Baerbock for Germany's unwavering support for
international law and highlighted Germany's value as a
partner not only in bilateral relations but also in
regional and international contexts.

Singapore

The following day, on January 12, Minister Baerbock
visited Singapore, where she was hosted to dinner by
her Singaporean counterpart, Vivian Balakrishnan. The
meeting reaffirmed the strong and diverse bilateral
relations between the two countries, spanning finance,
defense, science, technology, and education.

Noting the positive momentum in cooperation and
high-level engagements, both ministers highlighted
Germany as Singapore's largest goods trading partner
in the European Union (EU). Discussions also touched
upon the significance of the EU-Singapore Free Trade
Agreement and Investment Protection Agreement,
with Minister Balakrishnan welcoming Germany and
the EU's interest in expanding engagement with ASEAN
in emerging areas like the digital economy, green
technology, services, and supply chain resilience.
[Singapore Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Malaysia

During her visit to Malaysia, a Muslim-majority country
with ties to Hamas and advocacy for the Palestinian
cause, Minister Baerbock expressed strong support for
Israel. She emphasized that peace in Gaza would
require foreign supporters of Palestinians to avoid
taking unilateral positions and called for Hamas,
considered a terrorist organization by Israel, the
United States, and the EU, to disarm for a sustainable
peace agreement. [yahoo!news]

Baerbock met with Malaysian officials and highlighted
the importance of condemning terrorist attacks and
providing humanitarian aid to Gaza. She stressed the
need for a universal perspective to end the suffering of
both Palestinians and Israelis and expressed hope for
international cooperation in this regard.
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Singapore to hire auxiliary police from
China, India, Philippines as local
workforce shrinks

(Im) Singapore is exploring the possibility of recruiting
auxiliary police officers (APOs) from a broader range of
countries due to a decline in the number of APOs from
Taiwan in recent years, according to Law and Home
Affairs Minister K Shanmugam. Alongside Taiwan,
Singapore is considering hiring APOs from India, China,
the Philippines, and Myanmar to meet increasing
demand for security services. The shrinking local
workforce, physical fitness requirements, and other
job opportunities available to Singaporeans have made
it challenging to maintain an adequate pool of APOs.
While the Ministry of Home Affairs will continue to hire
Taiwanese APOs, their numbers have decreased by
more than 60 percent from 2017 to 2023. [South China
Morning Post]

Thailand's proactive economic diplomacy
sees 11 FTA negotiations to strengthen
economy

(bk) Thailand is actively engaging in negotiations for 11
free trade agreements (FTAs) in accordance with the
strategic approach "proactive economic diplomacy" to
strengthen the Thai economy, generate revenue, and
support entrepreneurship. According to the
Department of Trade Negotiations under the
Commerce Ministry, ongoing FTA negotiations place
emphasis on either improving existing partnerships or
establishing new trade and investment connections.
Noteworthy FTAs in progress include those with Sri
Lanka, South Korea, the United Arab Emirates, and the
European Free Trade Association. Thailand also plans
to initiate FTA negotiations with the European Union in
the coming year. [The Nation]

Vietham'’s Prime Minister on diplomatic
tour in Europe with visits in Hungary,
Romania

(Im) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh,
accompanied by a delegation comprising various
ministers and other senior government officials, has
embarked on a diplomatic journey to Europe that
involves attending the 54th Annual Meeting of the
World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, followed
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by official visits to Hungary and Romania from January
16 to 23. [Nhan Dan]

The official visits to Hungary and Romania aim to
elevate existing areas of cooperation to new heights,
expand collaboration in sectors with potential and
strength, and foster stronger bonds between the
people of Vietnam and Hungary as well as Romania.
Moreover, these visits are poised to strengthen
Vietnam's ties with the Central and Eastern European
region.

Cambodian Prime Minister visits France

(pm) Prime Minister Hun Manet is visiting France this
week for the first time as Prime Minister.

He is scheduled to meet with President Emmanuel
Macron to discuss bilateral relations with a view to
elevate their countries’ ties and the enhancement of
cooperation within both bilateral and multilateral
frameworks. The two leaders will also witness the
signing of several documents, according to the
Cambodian foreign ministry.

Manet is further scheduled to attend the Europe-
Cambodia Business Forum. From France will travel to
Switzerland to take part in the ongoing World
Economic Forum in Davos. [Phnom Penh Post]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation]

Cambodia, Thailand commit to ambitious
increase in bilateral trade

(pm) Cambodia and Thailand are committing to
increasing the volume of bilateral trade to USD 15
billion worth over the next years by easing cross-
border trade, promoting investment flows and
boosting tourism and people-to-people relations.

The commitment was made during a meeting between
Prime Minister Hun Mane and newly-appointed Thai
Ambassador to Cambodia Cherdkiat Atthakor in
Phnom Penh on January 10.

Thailand is the fourth largest trading partner of
Cambodian, behind China, the US and Vietnam. During
the first three quarters of 2023, trade between the two
countries exceeded USD 2.8 billion. This reflects a
decrease of nearly 18 percent from the same period
the previous year. [Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia, Pakistan discuss parlimentary
cooperation

(pm) National Assembly President Khuon Sudary and
the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to
the Kingdom of Cambodia Zaheeruddin Babar
Thaheem held a meeting on January 10.

During their conversation Sudary and Thaheem
reaffirmed their commitment to promoting the
establishment of Memoranda of Understanding
(MOUs) on the cooperation between their countries’
parliaments in the near future. [Khmer Times]

China to invest in Cambodia's rubber
sector

(pm) The Council for the Development of Cambodia
(CDC) and Chinese National Engineering Research
Center for Rubber and Tire (NERCRAT) have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), under which
the center will be investing USD 1 billion in priority
projects within Cambodia’s rubber industry.

Furthermore, Chinese tire company Cart Tire Co Ltd is
setting up a factory in Svay Rieng province, making it
the first tire manufacturing venture in the country with
an initial investment exceeding USD 350 million, to be
increased to USD 700 million worth in capital
investment. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia, Czech Republic seek to
enhance cooperation

(pm) Prime Minister Hun Manet and Czechia
Ambassador to Cambodia Martin Vavra met at the
Peace Palace on January 10.

Both sides agreed to foster cooperation between the
nations in cyber security, technology, rural
development, and agriculture.

Manet expressed gratitude towards Czechia for
waiving Cambodia’s debts and turning them into
development aid as well as for providing education
opportunities for Cambodians. [Khmer Times]
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Two-day military talks between US and
China held in Washington

(yg) The United States and China concluded two days
of military talks in Washington on January 9, marking
the latest step in the resumption of military-to-military
ties.

Michael Chase, the deputy assistant secretary of US
defense for China, Taiwan, and Mongolia, met China's
Major General Song Yanchao, deputy director of the
Central Military Commission office during the 17th
round of the talks.

The talks follow the U.S. chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff General CQ Brown'’s virtual meeting with the
Chinese Minister of National Defense General Liu
Zhenli on December 20, during with the two sides
discussed global and regional security issues [see AR
No. 52, December/2023, 4].

The Pentagon emphasized the importance of military
dialogue in averting misunderstandings that could
escalate into hostilities. While both sides express
willingness to develop stable military relations,
challenges persist, including U.S. military deployments
and actions in the South China Sea. [Department of
Defense, United States of America]

China called for adherence to the one-China principle
and cessation of arms sales to Taiwan, highlighting the
complexities underlying the bilateral relationship.
[Defense Ministry, People's Republic of China]

Despite ongoing engagement, U.S. officials caution that
achieving functional dialogue will require time and
effort. [Reuters]

U.S. and China discuss counter-fentanyl
cooperation in virtual meeting

(yq) In a virtual meeting on January 10 between U.S.
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas and
Chinese Minister of Public Security Wang Xiaohong,
both sides agreed to share increasing information
sharing and enhance standards for chemical exports to
combat the illegal flow of synthetic drugs such as
fentanyl.

Emphasizing the significance of leveraging momentum
from President Joe Biden's November meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping, Mayorkas underscored
the importance of enhancing collaboration in
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counternarcotics efforts. [Reuters][Department of
Homeland Security, United States of America]

This follows two nations agreeing to form a working
group on counternarcotics cooperation that emerged
during a summit between Chinese President Xi Jinping
and his counterpart Joe Biden in November in San
Francisco, where both nations committed to
strengthening their joint efforts in addressing drug-
related challenges. [see AiR No. 47, November/2023, 3]

Talks between Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Finnish President Sauli
Niinisto address Balticconnector pipeline
damage

(yq) On January 10, Finnish President Sauli Niinisto held
a video call with Chinese President Xi Jinping
concerning the damage sustained by the
Balticconnector gas pipeline linking Finland and
Estonia.

The Hong Kong-flagged NewNew Polar Bear container
ship is the prime suspect in the pipeline damage, with
a large anchor believed to be from the vessel found
near the site. Finland previously announced China's
offer of commitment to full cooperation in the
investigation in November.

Despite addressing various bilateral and global issues,
details about the pipeline were not mentioned in the
report of the Chinese foreign ministry.

Xi emphasized China's willingness to strengthen
cooperation with Finland and jointly advocate
multilateralism and uphold free trade amid the
complex international situation. [Reuters] [Foreign
Ministry, People’s Republic of China, in Chinese]

Belgian prime minister Alexander De
Croo’s official visit to China

(yq) Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo paid an
official visit to China on January 12, held a meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

During a meeting, Xi Jinping affirmed China's
commitment to enhancing relations with Europe. The
leaders discussed the need for increased collaboration
in the face of the current international situation.
President Xi emphasized the importance of building
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bridges between China and Europe to jointly promote
world peace, stability, and prosperity.

De Croo stated that Belgium is committed to the one-
China policy and is open to dialogue and cooperation
to promote mutual understanding and growth across
various fields. Belgium welcomes Chinese businesses
to cooperate and aims to strengthen people-to-people
and cultural exchanges with China.

The meeting comes as the European Union (EU) has
expressed intentions to reduce reliance on China in
various sectors, including technology. The EU has
initiated an inquiry into China's subsidies for domestic
electric vehicle makers and biodiesel, reflecting
concerns over fair competition [see AiR No. 38,
September/2023, 3, AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4].

Despite these challenges, both sides explored common
issues such as climate change, defending a rules-based
international order, preventing pandemics, and
addressing the Russian invasion of Ukraine, an issue
that has strained ties between China and Europe over
Beijing's refusal to condemn Moscow. [Voices of
America] [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China,
in Chinese]

This comes after De Croo expressed concerns in
December about an investigation into allegations that
Beijing recruited a Belgium far-right politician to spy on
Europe, stating that it implies sabotage of prosperity,
security, and democracy from within the country's
parliament [see AiR No. 51, December/2023, 3].

China and Canada signal intent to
navigate strained relations through
continued contacts

(yq) Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi and his Canadian
counterpart Melanie Joly held a phone call on January
11, discussing the tense relations between the two
countries.

Wang attributed the strained ties to a perceived
deviation in Canada's perception of China. Despite
challenges, both nations emphasized the importance
of respecting each other, engaging in equal dialogue,
building trust, and dispelling doubts.

Canada outlined collaborative priorities, including
addressing climate change and strengthening
economic and people-to-people ties.
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The commitment to keeping communication lines
open comes after diplomatic tensions including Beijing
expelling a Canadian diplomat in May after Ottawa
requested a Chinese diplomat to leave, leading to a
rise in tension [see AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3] and
accusations about China interfering in Canadian
elections in March 2023 [see AiR No. 10, March/2023,
1] China expressed hope that Canada would interpret
its policies objectively.

While acknowledging challenges, both countries
shared perspectives on global issues such as the Israel-
Hamas conflict, Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and
ongoing developments in the Indo-Pacific region.
[Reuters] [Foreign Ministry, People’s Republic of China,
in Chinese]

Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu
visits China, pledging to upgrade bilateral
ties

(yq) During Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu's
state visit to China on January 10, China and the
Maldives elevated their bilateral ties, signaling a
strategic shift following Muizzu's recent election as
President.

During his visit to Beijing, Muizzu and Chinese
President Xi Jinping announced a "comprehensive
strategic cooperative partnership." The two leaders
also agreed to strengthen economic cooperation and
cultural exchange.

China expressed its commitment to providing financial
support for a greater number of outstanding Maldivian
students to study in China. Additionally, it aims to
facilitate the enhancement of direct flight connectivity
between the two nations.

Xi also expressed his support for Maldives in
safeguarding national sovereignty, independence, and
national dignity.

Muizzu responded that Maldives firmly adheres to the
one-China policy and will promote the high-quality
construction of the Belt and Road Initiative.

The move comes as Muizzu, elected as president in
November 2023 on an "India Out" platform, calling
India's influence a threat to The Maldives' sovereignty
and sought to deepen ties with China. The Maldives'
heavy indebtedness to Beijing, amounting to USD 1.37
billion or 20 percent of its public debt, underscores
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China's substantial role in the island nation's economic
landscape.

This development hints at China's broader influence in
the Indian Ocean region. [Reuters] [Foreign Ministry,
People’s Republic of China, in Chinese]

Chinese coastguard patrols disputed
waters near Diaoyu/Senkaku islands

(yq) In the latest flare-up over territorial disputes, the
Chinese coastguard conducted patrols in the disputed
waters near the Diaoyu Islands on January 10,
asserting its "right protection."

These islets, known as the Senkaku Islands in Japan,
are claimed by both China and Japan, contributing to
longstanding tensions between the two nations.

Japan's Coast Guard issued warnings, urging the
Chinese vessels to leave its territorial waters, resulting
in the Chinese ships departing after nearly two hours.
[Reuters]

This incident follows a previous one on December 10
when China's coast guard claimed that a Japanese
fishing boat and patrol vessels intruded into the waters
around the contested islands [see AiR No. 50,
December/2023, 2].

China's think tank identifies top global
risks, primarily linked to the U.S.

(yq) A report published on January 9 from the China
Institutes of Contemporary International Relations
(CICIR), affiliated with China's intelligence agency, has
outlined the top five global risks for 2024, with a
significant focus on U.S. actions.

The CICIR warns of an "intelligence gap" created by the
U.S., specifically regarding export controls and
sanctions limiting China's access to artificial
intelligence (Al) chips. This gap, viewed as a threat to
global stability, could elevate the risk of military crises.

The report also highlights potential risks stemming
from the U.S. presidential election, ongoing political
polarization, and the weaponization of economic
issues.

The authors emphasize the importance of addressing
the "politicization" of U.S. foreign policy, predicting
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heightened risks due to domestic electoral pressures.
The report further underscores potential economic
and financial crises in 2024, driven by political strife,
bipartisan disparities, and battles over budgets.

The ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict and the Gaza
conflict are expected to persist in 2024, posing
challenges for Moscow, Kyiv, and Western countries.
The report anticipates "black swan" and "grey rhino"
events, indicating unforeseen crises and known risks
that are ignored, emerging frequently.

In response to these challenges, the report suggests
2024 as a crucial year for the global governance of
artificial intelligence, calling for dialogue, consensus,
and mechanisms to regulate military applications of Al.
China aims to focus on its domestic affairs, developing
trade and security ties with neighboring countries and
the surrounding region. [CICIR][South China Morning
Post]

Beijing announces cross-strait 'Model
Zone' in Fujian to boost economic and
cultural exchanges ahead of Taiwan
Elections

(yq) In a strategic move ahead of Taiwan's critical
January 13 elections (see article in this edition), Beijing
revealed plans on January 10 for a 'model zone' in
Fujian, China, aimed at enhancing economic and
cultural exchanges across the Taiwan Strait, forming
part of China's broader 'one country, two systems'
strategy.

The announcement, strategically timed just days
before the elections in Taiwan, is viewed as an attempt
to influence voter decisions in Taiwan. The 'model
zone' in Fujian province proposes a range of measures
to deepen cross-Strait economic integration, offering
incentives for Taiwanese businesses and professionals
to engage with mainland China.

While the success of cross-Strait economic cooperation
is evident, the impact on Taiwan's sovereignty and
democratic values remains a contentious issue, with
the elections serving as a crucial determinant of the
public sentiment toward Beijing's reunification efforts.
The outcome will shape the trajectory of cross-Strait
relations in the coming years.[BNN]

This follows a wide range of actions by China
concerning Taiwan including economic means such as
an import ban on agricultural products [see AR No. 52,
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December/2023, 4]and increasing military activities
[see AIR No. 49, December/2023, 1]

UK Prime Minister criticizes “politically
motivated” prosecution of media mogul
Jimmy Lai in Hong Kong

(yq) In an unprecedented move, UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak openly criticized the prosecution of media
mogul Jimmy Lai in Hong Kong on January 10, labeling
it as politically motivated to stifle free speech. He
affirmed Lai as a "champion of free speech" in a letter
and pledged that his trial would remain a priority for
the British government. [X]

On December 18, Lai, a democracy activist, media
mogul, and the founder of the Beijing-critical Apple
Daily newspaper, faced trial on several national
security charges. The charges include conspiring to
collude with foreign forces to endanger national
security and conspiring to publish seditious material. If
convicted, he could face life imprisonment [see AR No.
51, December/2023, 3].

Sunak's comments marked the first direct support
from a Western leader for Lai.

The Hong Kong government strongly opposed Sunak's
remarks, claiming interference in legal procedures,
while the UK asserted its commitment to stand up for
the people of Hong Kong and hold China to
international obligations, emphasizing concerns about
the impact of the security law on Hong Kong's freedom
of speech. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
Africa tour

(dgl) During his meeting with Egyptian Foreign Minister
Sameh Shoukry in Cairo on January 14, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi reaffirmed China and Egypt
“will continue to deepen strategic mutual trust and
firmly support each other in safeguarding their core
interests,” and assured China's readiness to cooperate
with Egypt to promote cooperation in the fields of
culture, youth exchange, think tanks and vocational
education. [CGTN]

The meeting was the first stop on Wang's four-nation
Africa tour that also includes Tunisia, Togo and Cote
d'lvoire.
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Following the meeting, Wang urged in a press
conference an end to the attacks on civilian vessels in
the Red Sea.

He did not mention the Iran-backed Houthi militia
responsible for those attacks but noted - in a veiled
criticism of the U.S. and British air strikes on Houthi
targets in Yemen - that the United Nations Security
Council did not authorize such action. [Reuters]

In his meeting with his Tunisian counterpart Nabil
Ammar on January 15, Wang stressed that China's
development “in the new era” serves as “reference for
other countries intending to speed up development
while preserving their independence,” reassuring that
China was ready “to share experience in governance
with Tunisia and enhance Tunisia's capacity for
independent development.” [Xinhua]

China grants Switzerland unilateral visa-
free treatment

(yg) China agreed on January 15 to implement a
unilateral visa-free policy with Switzerland.

Chinese Premier Li Qiang and President of the Swiss
Confederation Viola Amherd announced this
agreement during Li Qiang's visit to Bern, Switzerland,
coinciding with the upcoming 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic ties between the two
nations.

The move involves China offering visa-free access to
Swiss citizens, reciprocated by Switzerland providing
increased visa facilitation for Chinese citizens and
businesses investing in the country. [AA]

China acknowledges India's emergence as
global economic player, strategic power,
defense minister says

(aa) Chinese media, including the Global Times, have
recently shown a more positive perspective on India's
economic policies and diplomatic achievements under
Prime Minister Modi's leadership. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh highlighted this shift during a
community reception in London, referring to an article
written by Zhang Jiadong, the Director of the Centre for
South Asian Studies at Fudan University. The article
noted India's transformation from multi-balancing to
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multi-alignment and its rapid emergence as a strategic
power in the multipolar world. [Hindustan Times]

Indian External Affairs Minister visits Iran;
talks center on Chabahar Port, Red Sea
security

(fd/Im) India's Minister of External Affairs, S Jaishankar,
visited Iran from January 13-15. During his visit,
Jaishankar met with his Iranian counterpart, Hossein
Amirabdollahian, to discuss various issues, including
bilateral, regional, and global matters.

During their talks, Minister Jaishankar expressed a
strong interest in further enhancing regional
connectivity, with a particular focus on significant
initiatives such as the Chabahar Port. This port holds
immense strategic importance for New Delhi as it
marks India's first foreign port project. Notably, a
recent report from January 15 revealed that both
nations have successfully negotiated a new long-term
agreement for the Chabahar Port, boasting a ten-year
validity and the possibility of automatic extensions.
[The Economic Times]

In a joint press statement, Minister Jaishankar raised
concerns over recent attacks on ships in the vicinity of
India, highlighting their direct bearing on the nation's
energy and economic interests. He stressed the
urgency of addressing the escalating threats faced by
maritime commercial traffic in the Indian Ocean
region. These concerns stem from the recent targeting
of merchant vessels by Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, prompting India to
bolster its maritime patrols in the Arabian Sea in
response. [India Today]

Moreover, Minister Jaishankar reiterated the
significance of preventing further violence and
hostilities in West Asia, emphasizing India's unwavering
support for a two-state solution in the Israel-Palestine
conflict. He called for restraint, discouraging
provocative actions, and championing dialogue and
diplomacy to foster peace and stability in the region.

United Kingdom to deploy warships,
aircraft carrier for Indian Ocean joint
training with New Delhi

(fd) The United Kingdom has announced plans to
deploy warships to the Indian Ocean later this year and
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an aircraft carrier to the region in 2025 for joint
training and operations with Indian forces. British
Defence Secretary Grant Shapps emphasized the
importance of building strategic relationships with key
partners like India in the face of an increasingly
contested world. London and New Delhi will also
conduct more complex joint military exercises to
protect trade routes and ensure maritime security in
the Indo-Pacific region. [Reuters]

Indian Prime Minister Modi holds phone
call with Russia’s Putin

(Im) Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi held a phone call to discuss
strengthening their bilateral ties and exchanged good
wishes for their respective upcoming elections. While
they touched upon the situation in Ukraine, the details
were not disclosed. [Reuters]

Germany commits 262.82 million euros to
advance sustainable development in
Indonesia

(jb) Germany has pledged a substantial EUR 262.82
million to bolster sustainable development in
Indonesia. Of this, EUR 250 million will be offered as a
subsidized loan, with an additional EUR 5 million as a
grant, specifically allocated to advancing an eco-
friendly Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system in Surabaya.

Aimed at alleviating traffic congestion and reducing
private vehicle emissions, the initiative, supported by
German development bank KfW, aligns with the Green
Infrastructure Initiative.

Germany also earmarks a EUR 7.28 million grant to
fortify Indonesia's green bond market growth. [Antara
News]

Philippine President appeals to
Indonesian President for clemency for
national

(jb) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
appealed to Indonesian President Joko Widodo for
clemency for Filipina Mary Jane Veloso, currently on
death row in Indonesia for a drug conviction. During
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their meeting in Manila, Marcos expressed hope for
Veloso's case to merit clemency.

Veloso, who turned 39 on the same day, has been on
death row since 2010, with her execution postponed in
2015. The plea, delivered by Veloso's family,
emphasizes her innocence, citing human trafficking.

The meeting also discussed bilateral relations,
maritime disputes in the South China Sea, and
cooperation in defense, security, trade, and
infrastructure [Benar News]

Malaysian company secures extension to
its production sharing contract for
Ketapang block in Indonesia

(jb) Malaysian oil and gas company Petroliam Nasional
Sdn. Bhd. (Petronas) has secured a 20-year extension
to its production sharing contract (PSC) for the
Ketapang block in Indonesia. The extension, granted by
Indonesia's Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry,
allows Petronas to maintain an 80 percent ownership
stake, with the remaining 20 percent held by PT Saka
Ketapang Perdana.

Petronas aims to contribute to Indonesia's national
production targets, including raising hydrocarbon
production to one million barrels of oil per day and 12
billion cubic feet of gas per day by 2030.

In addition to the Ketapang block, Petronas holds
operatorship of North Ketapang and North Madura Il
in East Java province [Rigzone]

Indonesia finalizes French Rafale fighter-
jets purchase

(jb) Indonesia has finalized its purchase of 42 French
Rafale fighter-jets, with Defense Minister Prabowo
Subianto signing a contract for the last batch of 18.

The deal, valued at USD 8.1 billion, aims to enhance
the country's air force capabilities amid regional
tensions, especially in the South China Sea. The first
delivery is expected in early 2026.

Critics argue that the advanced Rafale is inferior to
American-made F-15s that Indonesia is also
considering. Analysts suggest the purchase may be
influenced by political considerations, with the election
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approaching, and potential changes in leadership
impacting defense contracts. [Benar News]

Indonesia expands robotic telesurgery
initiative with Iranian support

(jb) Indonesia is expanding its robotic telesurgery
project with the support of the Iranian government,
connecting the western and eastern islands at a
distance of 3,500 kilometers. The Robotic Telesurgery
Center, a joint project, aims to enhance access to
quality health services for remote communities.

Benefits include reduced patient travel distances,
enhanced surgical accuracy, shorter recovery periods,
and minimized infection rates. The Ministry of Health
sees potential applications in digestive, urology, and
gynecology procedures.

Following a successful pilot in May 2023, the project,
now entering its fourth year, focuses on technology
transfer and local production in collaboration with
state-owned enterprises [Health Care IT News]

Indonesia’s Ministry of Tourism meets
Secretary-General of the OIC

(jb) The Secretary-General of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Hissein Brahim Taha, met
with Indonesia's Minister of Tourism, Sandiaga
Salahuddin Uno, during the latter's official visit to Saudi
Arabia. The meeting, held at the OIC Headquarters in
Jeddah on January 9 focused on fostering collaboration
between the OIC and Indonesia.

Both sides discussed potential partnerships in Islamic
tourism, creative tourism, and digital transformation in
the tourism sector.

The meeting concluded with an agreement to
implement resolutions from the Islamic Conferences of
Tourism Ministers, supporting Member States'
economies. [Organisation of Islamic Cooperation]

Indonesia to send its largest-ever Hajj
contingent

(jb) Indonesia is set to send its largest-ever Hajj
contingent to Saudi Arabia, with a record-breaking
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quota of 241,000 pilgrims approved for 2024. The
pilgrimage agreement was signed between Indonesia’s
Religious Affairs Minister Yaqut Cholil Qoumas and
Saudi Hajj and Umrah Minister Tawfiq Al-Rabiah in
Jeddah.

The increased quota, up from 221,000 the previous
year, aims to address the long wait times for elderly
pilgrims, some of whom endure up to 45 years before
embarking on their Hajj journey. Masduki Baidlowi,
spokesperson to Vice President Ma'ruf Amin,
emphasized the significance of the larger quota in
fostering stronger Indonesia-Saudi relations. [Arab
News]

Japan accepts US earthquake aid

(sh) On January 16, Japan's Minister of Defense, Minoru
Kihara, confirmed to accept US earthquake aid, with
U.S Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanue announcing
the U.S. has pledged support by deploying two military
helicopters to aid relief efforts. U.S. Ambassador to
Japan.

Two Blackhawk helicopters would join Japan's efforts
to transport supplies and personnel to communities
isolated by the disaster. The helicopters are set to

commence relief operations on January 17. [Reuters]

This comes after Japan’s foreign ministry last week
announced that Japan would not accept support from
other countries. [Stripes and Stars]

Japan-US ties strengthened

(sh) On January 12, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
met in Washington and agreed to enhance their
defense capabilities within the Japan-U.S. alliance.

The ministers pledged close cooperation in addressing
issues related to China and North Korea. They
emphasized the shared importance of peace and
stability in the Taiwan Strait, advocating for a peaceful
resolution to the China-Taiwan matter.

Additionally, Kamikawa and Blinken committed to
continued diplomatic efforts to prevent the Israel-
Hamas conflict from spreading further in the Middle
East.
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During their talks, they also discussed preparations for
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's upcoming official visit
to the U.S. [Japan News]

In another signal of close Japan-US ties, the Japanese
government has begun construction work to relocate a
vital U.S. military base in Okinawa, despite local
objections. The Japanese government approved a
modified landfill plan, overriding local concerns.

The construction aims to strengthen the ground for
the move of the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma
and is expected to take approximately nine years.
[Kyodo News]

Furthermore, on January 15, the Japanese government
expanded its list of regulated sites, now including six
U.S. military facilities, under a law aimed at bolstering
national security. This move, part of the 2021 land use
regulation law, brings the total to 399 designated
locations.

Notably, U.S. military bases are for the first time
subject to tighter regulations on the acquisition and
use of land in nearby areas. [Japan Today]

Japan moves forward trade in South
American economic bloc

(sh) On January 10, Brazil's President Lula da Silva and
Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida held a phone
conversation to discuss a potential trade deal between
Japan and Mercosur, the South American trade.

They also discussed ways to strengthen trade ties
between Brazil, the largest economy in Latin America,
and Japan.

This comes after Mercosur recently secured a trade
and investment deal with Singapore, marking its first
agreement with an Asian nation. Additionally,
Mercosur is exploring the possibility of a deal with
South Korea.

With its strong farm sector, Brazil seeks to expand food
sales to Japan. In 2002, Brazil's exports of soybeans,
iron ore, aluminum, chicken, corn and coffee to Japan
stood at USD 6.6 billion, while imports from Japan,
mainly in automotive parts and integrate circuits,
amounted to USD 5.3 billion. [Reuters]
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Tensions between Japan and Russia over
disputed territory flare up

(sh) On January 11, Russia’s President Vladimir Putin
expressed his intention to visit the Southern Kuril
Islands, a longstanding point of disagreement with
Japan since World War II.

The islands, called the Northern Territories by Japan,
were occupied by Soviet troops at the war's end,
hindering the signing of a peace treaty between Russia
and Japan.

While visiting Khabarovsk, a Russian city located 30
kilometers (19 mi) from the China-Russia border Putin
talked about the potential for tourism development on
the disputed Kunashir Island.

Putin’s planned visit could worsen already strained
relations between Russia and Japan. [Reuters]

Japan to fund renovation of hospital in
Mongolia

(dqgl) Mongolia and Japan have signed a project
contract that will see the grant assistance for
Grassroots Human Security Projects of the government
of Japan fund the interior renovation of the general
hospital of Khuvsgul province. [Aki Press]

Vietnam contributes to Laos in improving
its information security measures

(wn) Vietnam is ready to provide more support to Laos
to ensure information security, as announced by
Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Information and
Communications Nguyen Huy Dung during his meeting
with Lao Deputy Minister of Technology and
Communications Keovisouk Solaphom during last
week's Laos Digital Week 2024.

Dung's ministry supported Laos last year in operating
the national information security monitoring and
management system. It also provided warnings to
competent authorities of cyber-attacks against
governmental agencies.

During the working session, a broad range of topics
were discussed, such as the development of IT and
communications and the digital transformation
process in each country.
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The two officials agreed to improve exchanges,
facilitate the implementation of specific projects aimed
at enhancing the capacity of the staff at the Lao
National Cyber Security Centre. They also agreed on
Vietnam providing Laos with human resources training
in fintech and digital transformation.

In addition, the Vietnam National Internet Centre
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Lao
National Internet Centre and the Lao Department of
Telecommunications to cooperate on promoting
internet resources and measuring internet speed in
Laos. [Nhan Dan]

German foreign minister visits Malaysia

(ba) German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock paid
an official visit to Malaysia on January 12, aimed to
enhance diplomatic relations. It follows the official visit
of German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier to
Malaysia in February 2023.

During her visit, Baerbock engaged in a bilateral
meeting with Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad
Hasan addressing regional and international issues of
mutual interest. Discussions included Malaysia-
European Union (EU) relations, ASEAN-EU Dialogue
Relations, ASEAN-German Development Partnership
cooperation, climate change, potential developments
in energy, and the situation in the Middle East.

Baerbock also paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim at Perdana Putra,
highlighting the priority both countries place on high-
level diplomatic dialogue.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim expressed satisfaction
with the "active and dynamic" trade relations between
Malaysia and Germany.

Regarding the Gaza issue, he strongly condemned the
killing of innocent Palestinians, particularly women and
children, by the Zionist regime. Anwar urged Germany,
as a close ally of Israel, to apply pressure for an
immediate ceasefire and halt the bombings and
violence against the Palestinian people.

Throughout the visit, Baerbock met with
representatives of local Muslim non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) in Putrajaya.

Germany has been Malaysia's largest trading partner
among EU member countries since 2000, while
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Malaysia holds the position of Germany's largest
trading partner among ASEAN member countries.

Trade figures indicate robust ties, with Malaysia's trade
with Germany rising by 7.2 percent to USD 12.81 billion
from January to November 2023 compared to the
same period in 2022. [Astro Awani] [New Straits Times]
[The Malay Mail] [The Malay Mail]

Rapid Transit System (RTS) link officially
“connected” between Malaysia and
Singapore

(ba) Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and his
Singaporean counterpart Lee Hsien Loong witnessed
on January 11 the symbolic connection between
Malaysia and Singapore through the Rapid Transit
System Link (RTS Link) project.

This event marked the completion of the span, which
serves as the meeting point for the marine viaduct
project between Johor Baru and Singapore, and the
first meeting of the two leaders at the project site,
reinforcing the commitment of both countries to this
multi-billion USD project.

The RTS Link project is a commuter train network
spanning approximately four kilometers with stations
at Bukit Chagar in Malaysia and Woodlands North in
Singapore. Designed to accommodate up to 10,000
passengers per hour in each direction and boasting a
travel time of about five minutes between the two
stations, the RTS line is slated for completion in
December 2026. [The Malay Mail] [New Straits Times]

Singapore commits to investing USD 603
million in foreign direct investment, as
announced by Malaysia

(ba) The trade ministry of Malaysia announced on
January that a recent investment mission to
neighboring Singapore resulted in a total committed
foreign direct investment of USD 603.32 million from
two companies.

These investments include contributions from Equinix,
a digital infrastructure company, and an unnamed
food manufacturing company. [The Star]
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The Maldives calls for withdrawal of
Indian troops by March 15

(Im) Bilateral relations between the Maldives and India,
already strained in recent weeks, have further
deteriorated as the Maldives formally requested the
withdrawal of Indian troops from the island nation by
March 15. This demand was conveyed during the first
meeting of a high-level core group between the two
countries in the Maldivian capital, Male. [bbc] [Reuters]

This development comes after President Mohamed
Muizzu's election victory, during which he pledged to
end the Maldives' "India first" policy. The presence of
around 80 Indian soldiers in the Maldives has been to
provide support for military equipment provided by
India and assist in humanitarian efforts in the region.

While both countries discussed a range of bilateral
cooperation issues during the recent talks, New Delhi
did not comment on the issue of the soldiers'
departure from the Maldives in its official statement.
However, it noted discussions regarding finding
mutually workable solutions for the continued
operation of Indian aviation platforms providing
humanitarian and medevac services to the Maldivian
people.

The request has the potential to create tension
between the two nations, as India has maintained a
significant presence in the Maldives and the wider
Indian Ocean region. So far, New Delhi has responded
cautiously to the situation, acknowledging that not all
countries will always support its positions. However,
the issue has added uncertainty to India-Maldives
relations, as the Maldives heavily depends on India for
food, infrastructure, and healthcare.

Tensions escalated after derogatory comments about
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi were made by
three Maldivian deputy ministers on social media.
While these ministers were suspended, President
Muizzu's recent visit to China and his defiant stance
against India, pledging to diversify food imports, seek
healthcare services abroad, and reduce dependence
on India, have strained relations further. [AIR No. 2,
January/2024, 2]

China refuses support for troublemakers
in Northern Myanmar in talks with State
Administration Council


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jyh/

(sk) In a recent meeting between the Chairman of the
State Administration Council (SAC), Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, and China's Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Sun Weidong, China unequivocally announced
its refusal to support any organization inciting trouble
in northern Myanmar.

Major General Zaw Min Tun highlighted the shared
commitment to enhancing bilateral cooperation and
addressing issues crucial for the stability and peace of
the border region.

China reiterated strong support for the peace process
in northern Myanmar and emphasized its stance
against organizations causing disturbances.

The discussions also touched upon the federal system
as a political goal for Myanmar and the need to combat
armed insurrection while expressing gratitude for
China's role in the peace process. [ElevenMyanmar]

Chinese-brokered ceasefire crashed in
Myanmar

(mg/jw) According to the Ta'ang National Liberation
Army (TNLA) the military regime has broken the
recently China-brokered ceasefire after conducting 19
artillery strikes in three northern Shan State townships
and neighboring Mogoke Township on January 12,
which were followed by clashes in Kyaukme on the
following day (see article in this edition). [The
Irrawaddy]

This comes after a temporary ceasefire was
announced on January 11. Junta officials and the Three
Brotherhood Alliance - the alliance between the
Arakan Army, Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) and the TNLA resistance alliance in the
Shan state, northern Myanmar - agreed to a ceasefire
during Chinese-mediated talks held on January 10 and
11 in Kunming, with the combatants pledging to not
harm residents along the Chinese border.

The ceasefire came after a months-long coordinated
offensive of the resistance alliance that threatened to
weaken the junta's grip on power. The alliance, which
has also allied with anti-coup fighters, has overrun
hundreds of military outposts and taken control of key
towns, including Laukkai. [Reuters] [Al Jazeera]

The Ministry of Defence released a statement
confirming the agreement of a "temporary ceasefire"
and to continue discussions between Myanmar and
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China, while the leader of the TNLA said that a truce
had been reached.

An anonymous ex-military official told the RFA that the
ceasefire was a result of Chinese pressure. China -
which are primarily concerned about disruption to
trade and a refugee influx - previously announced a
ceasefire in December [see AR No. 51,
December/2023, 3], but the fighting in the states
bordering China, as well as in the western Rakshine
state, continued. [RFA]

Nepal committed in not allowing anti-
Chinese activities, Prime Minister says

(Im) Nepali Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
reaffirmed the strong and unwavering friendship
between Nepal and China during the inaugural
ceremony of the First Chinese New Year celebrations in
Nepal. He emphasized Nepal's commitment to the
“One China Principle” and preventing activities
detrimental to Beijing's interests. Dahal also
highlighted the cultural and people-to-people
connections between the two countries and noted the
successful implementation of agreements from his
official visit to China. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal seeks revision of trade treaty with
India, weeks after auto-renewal

(Im) Nepal and India have agreed to revisit their
bilateral trade and transit treaty following its automatic
renewal in November last year, which left several of
Kathmandu's concerns unaddressed. This decision was
made during the Nepal-India Inter-Governmental Sub-
Committee (IGSC) meeting held in Kathmandu on
January 11 and 12. [The Kathmandu Post]

The bilateral trade treaty, initially established in 1978
and typically renewed every seven years, underwent
no changes during its latest renewal in November
2023. Both nations have agreed to explore potential
revisions to the treaty, although a specific timeline for
this process has yet to be determined.

The IGSC meeting also encompassed discussions on
various trade-related matters, including trade, transit,
customs, quarantine regulations, and improvements to
trade-related infrastructure. The two sides addressed
concerns such as India's bans on the export of certain
food items and the possibility of Nepal removing duty-
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free access for select Indian agricultural products.
Their collective objectives include strengthening cross-
border connectivity, promoting trade and investment,
and addressing trade deficits.

Nepal’'s Prime Minister Dahal to lead
delegation to Uganda

(Im) Nepali Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal is set
to lead a delegation to the 19th Summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) in Uganda on January 19-20.
He will be accompanied by a Nepali delegation that
includes Minister for Foreign Affairs NP Saud, Foreign
Secretary Sewa Lamsal, and other senior government
officials. [The Kathmandu Post]

During the summit, Prime Minister Dahal is scheduled
to address the plenary session on the theme of
"Deepening Cooperation for Shared Global Affluence."
He will also participate in a state banquet hosted by
Ugandan President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni in honor
of the heads of delegation from NAM member states.
Additionally, Prime Minister Dahal will engage in
bilateral meetings with other high-ranking dignitaries
attending the summit.

The summit will be preceded by a ministerial meeting
on January 17-18, and the foreign minister will lead a
Nepali delegation to this event. Furthermore, the
summit will consider the report of the preparatory
ministerial meeting, review progress made since the
18th Summit in 2019, and conclude with the adoption
of the Kampala Declaration.

Nepal is a founding member of the Non-Aligned
Movement and has actively participated in all NAM
Summits since its inception. After the 19th NAM
Summit, the third South Summit is scheduled to take
place on January 21-22, with Foreign Secretary Lamsal
leading the Nepali delegation to this event.

Pakistani religious cleric attempts to help
reset Islamabad'’s ties with Afghan Taliban

(ti/lm) Fazlur Rehman, the leader of the Jamiat Ulema-e
Islam Pakistan (JUl) political party, recently held a rare
meeting with Hibatullah Akhundzada, the supreme
leader of the Afghan Taliban. Rehman's visit to
Afghanistan aimed to reduce tensions between
Pakistan and the Taliban, as recent developments,
including the expulsion of undocumented foreigners,
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mainly Afghans, and accusations of supporting militant
attacks, had strained bilateral relations.

This encounter marked the second publicly known
meeting between a foreign official and Akhundzada,
who typically remains secluded in Kandahar province,
Afghanistan. It was also the first time Akhundzada met
with a Pakistani delegation.

Although the Taliban has not officially confirmed the
meeting, Rehman characterized it as "very positive"
and stressed the importance of moving forward to
overcome past grievances. The JUI, led by Rehman, has
maintained close ties with the Taliban for nearly three
decades, with many Taliban leaders having received
their education in madrasahs run by former
lawmakers and other JUl leaders.

However, Rehman clarified that he did not visit
Afghanistan on behalf of the Pakistani government but
had its approval. The government in Islamabad also
stated that Rehman's visit was in a private capacity at
the invitation of Afghan authorities, while emphasizing
the need for Kabul to take effective action against
terrorist elements, including the TTP leadership,
operating from within Afghanistan. [The Express
Tribune] [Arab News] [RadioFreeEurope]

Trade at major Pakistan-Afghanistan
border crossing halted over visa curbs
placed on truckers

(Im) Bilateral trade between Pakistan and Afghanistan
via the Torkham border has remained suspended since
January 13 due to visa restrictions on transporters.
Islamabad imposed visa restrictions on Afghan drivers
and their helpers without valid travel documents, and
in response, the Afghan Taliban authorities barred
Pakistani transporters from entering Afghanistan.
[Dawn] [WION]

The Torkham border crossing has experienced
closures in recent months, and both sides are
reportedly in talks to resolve the current issue.

Pakistan among countries receiving
humanitarian aid from Saudi Arabia

(Im) Saudi Arabia's humanitarian organization, KSrelief,
has launched relief initiatives and distributed aid in
multiple countries this week. In Pakistan, 2,128 food
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baskets were distributed to assist 14,896 individuals
affected by floods. KSrelief also extended its support to
Afghanistan, Yemen, and Lebanon through various
humanitarian initiatives. [Arab News]

China warns Philippines not to ‘play with
fire’ over president’s Taiwan remarks

(Im) China has summoned the ambassador from the
Philippines and warned the country "not to play with
fire" after President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
congratulated Taiwan's president-elect Lai Ching-te on
his election victory. [Reuters]

China was "strongly dissatisfied with and resolutely
opposes these remarks," Beijing said, referring to
Marcos congratulating Lai on January 15 for winning
Taiwan's election and referring to him as its next
president.

The Philippines' foreign ministry reaffirmed the
country's "One China policy" and said the message of
President Marcos Jr. intended to recognize the
Philippines and Taiwan's "mutual interests," including
200,000 overseas Filipino workers (OFWSs) in the
democratically governed island.

The Philippines pushing for bigger share
of Japan’s food market

(Ib) The Philippines' Department of Agriculture is
working to increase Filipino farmers and fisherfolk's
share of the Japanese food market, which imported a
total of USD 87 billion worth of agricultural products in
2022, making it the fifth-largest importer in the world
that year. Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
has held meetings with Japanese officials and
businessmen to explore more export opportunities for
Philippine fish and tropical fruits. [Philippine
Department of Agriculture]

Manila sees the review of the Japan-Philippines
Economic Partnership Agreement as an opportunity to
initiate talks for lowered tariffs on bananas, especially
with emerging competition from countries like
Cambodia, Laos, Mexico, and Vietnam, whose exports
to Japan enjoy zero or preferential tariffs, potentially
threatening the Philippines' dominant position in the
Japanese banana market.
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United States to send Presidential Trade
and Investment Mission to The Philippines

(Ib) United States President Joe Biden has announced a
Presidential Trade and Investment Mission to Manila,
Philippines, scheduled for March 11-12. The mission
aims to strengthen the contributions of US companies
to the Philippines' innovation economy, connective
infrastructure, clean energy transition, critical minerals
sector, and food security. Secretary of Commerce Gina
Raimondo will lead the mission, emphasizing the
Philippines as a significant hub for regional supply
chains and high-quality investments. [The White
House]

Singapore’s President Tharman to head to
Brunei in his first overseas state visit

(Im) Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam
will embark on his first overseas state visit since taking
office, visiting Brunei from January 24 to 26. The visit
coincides with the 40th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Singapore and Brunei. [The Straits
Times]

During the visit, President Tharman will receive a
ceremonial welcome at Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah's
official residence, followed by a bilateral meeting with
the Sultan. He will also attend a state banquet hosted
by the Sultan and meet senior members of the
Bruneian royal family and the Cabinet, including
Brunei's Crown Prince.

Additionally, President Tharman will visit Singapore
Armed Forces personnel training in Brunei and meet
the Singaporean community there. He will be
accompanied by a delegation, including government
officials and ministers.

Singapore asks China for information on
frozen remittances

(Ib) Singapore is seeking clarification from China
regarding the freezing of remittances after a recent
fund-freeze incident in China raised concerns.
Singapore's Minister of State, Alvin Tan, stated that
relevant agencies are engaging with China's
government to obtain information that would assist
affected remitters in understanding how to unfreeze
their accounts and retrieve their money. [The Edge]
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Last month, Singapore's regulator instructed
remittance companies to cease using non-bank and
non-card channels for money transfers to China,
following reports of remittances being frozen in
Chinese beneficiaries' bank accounts, with the reasons
behind the freeze remaining unclear.

Malaysia, Singapore agree to jointly
develop special economic zone in
Malaysia’s Johor state

(Ib/Im) Malaysia and Singapore have entered into an
agreement to collaboratively develop a special
economic zone (SEZ) within the southern Malaysian
state of Johor. This strategic partnership is aimed at
achieving several objectives, including attracting
increased investments to the region and facilitating the
smooth flow of goods and people between the two
neighboring countries. [Reuters]

As part of the SEZ initiatives, the two countries are
considering the implementation of a passport-free QR
code system to expedite land travel immigration
clearance, aiming to enhance economic connectivity
and facilitate cross-border business operations. [Yahoo
News]

In addition to the SEZ agreement, the leaders of
Malaysia and Singapore attended an event to mark the
completion of a 4-kilometer light rail link between
Johor Bahru, the capital of Johor, and Singapore. This
infrastructure project, estimated to cost about USD 2.1
billion, has faced delays but is expected to ease traffic
congestion on the causeway between the two
countries.

Jordan’s Crown Prince Hussein visits
Singapore on first official overseas trip

(Ib) Jordan's Crown Prince Hussein bin Abdullah and
Princess Rajwa Al-Hussein visited Singapore on their
first official overseas trip, invited by Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong and accompanied by a Jordanian
ministerial delegation. [Singapore Ministry of Foreign
Affairs] [Arab News]

During their two-day visit, the crown prince held
meetings with top Singaporean officials, including the
Prime Minister, President, Finance Minister, and
National Security Coordinating Minister. Six
Memoranda of Understanding were signed, covering
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areas such as youth, environmental protection,
capacity development for government officials,
standardization, halal certification, and vocational and
technical training. The leaders also engaged in
discussions on developments in the Middle East,
addressing the dire humanitarian situation in Gaza.

The visit held symbolic importance, representing a
significant step in the crown prince's diplomatic
preparation, positioning him for future leadership
roles. It also highlighted the importance of Southeast
Asia, particularly Singapore, in Jordan's foreign policy
considerations, focusing on foreign investments,
education advancements, and strategic development.
Diplomatic relations between Jordan and Singapore
were established in 1988, with diplomatic missions
established in 2018.

Inter-Korean relations worsen as Kim
Jong-un calls South Korea “principal
enemy”

(dgl) Amid heightened inter-Korean tensions, North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un has ramped up his rhetoric
against Seoul, calling in a speech at the parliament for
a change in the constitution to designate South Korea
as the "principal enemy", with which unification was no
longer possible.

He added that three organizations dealing with
reunification would be shut down. [BB(C]

South Korean, US foreign minister hold
phone call

(dqgl) US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his
South Korean counterpart Cho Tae-yul held a phone
call on January 12 during which they agreed to work
together to address North Korean threats and support
peace in the Taiwan Strait and the South China Sea.

The two ministers exchanged concerns over the
growing threats from North Korea, including the recent
shelling near the western sea border in the Yellow Sea
[see AR No. 2, January/2024, 2], and condemned North
Pyongyang's development of nuclear weapons and
missiles, as well as its expanding military cooperation
with Russia. [The Korea Herald]
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Sri Lanka welcomes British Princess Anne

(aa) Princess Anne, the sister of British monarch King
Charles Ill, recently concluded a three-day visit to Sri
Lanka, celebrating the country's close relationship with
the UK since its independence nearly 76 years ago.
During her visit, she met with President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and his wife, and the nation's minister
of foreign affairs. [Daily Mail] [Daily Mirror]

Nicaragua shuts down four associations
linked to Taiwan

(xc) The Nicaraguan government has recently closed
four associations connected to Taiwan. Nicaragua
severed official diplomatic ties with Taiwan two years
ago, opting instead to establish relations with China.

The closure includes prominent organizations like the
Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce in Nicaragua and
the Taiwanese-Nicaraguan Business Chamber.

The Nicaraguan Ministry of the Interior stated that
these associations failed to submit their financial
statements as mandated for non-profit entities. The
assets of these associations are to be transferred to
the state, as per the government's announcement.

This action is seen as part of a larger crackdown on
non-governmental organizations in Nicaragua. Since
2018, approximately 3,500 non-profit organizations
have been closed. The government's stricter approach
towards non-profits follows violent protests against the
administration in 2018. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan and Nauru end diplomatic
relations amid political shifts

(xc/jr) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared the
termination of diplomatic relations with Nauru at a
press conference, citing island country’s decision to
recognize China.

The decision came just two days after the election of
Vice President Lai Ching-te of the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) as the president of Taiwan (see
article in this edition).

With the termination of ties with Nauru, Taiwan now
maintains diplomatic relations with only 12 countries.
[Focus Taiwan]
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US house speaker affirms solidarity with
Taiwan in meeting with Taiwan envoy

(xc/jr) US House of Representatives Speaker Mike
Johnson held a meeting with Taiwan's Representative
to the US, Alexander Yui, marking their first official
engagement since Yui assumed his new role last
month.

During the meeting, Johnson expressed support for
Taiwan, emphasizing the US's commitment to standing
"shoulder to shoulder" with the Taiwanese people. He
reiterated the importance of Taiwan's defense and the
US's intent to deter any military provocations by the
Chinese Communist Party.

Yui expressed gratitude for the US Congress's
consistent bipartisan support, particularly in enhancing
Taiwan's security and promoting bilateral economic
partnerships. He emphasized the shared values of
freedom and democracy. In a follow-up briefing with
Taiwanese reporters, Yui described the interaction as a
"courtesy call," where both parties discussed crucial
issues. There isn't an invitation for Johnson to visit
Taiwan. But Yui expressed Johnson as a longtime
friend of Taiwan and highlighted the bipartisan
support for Taiwan. [Taipei Times]

President Tsai receives US bipartisan
delegation

(jr) Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen reaffirmed
Taiwan's commitment to working with the U.S. to
tackle global challenges while expressing hope that
relations will continue advancing to drive regional and
international prosperity and development.

Tsai made this commitment while receiving a US
bipartisan delegation led by former U.S. National
Security Advisor Stephen Hadley and former U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg on January
15, just today’s after Tsai's Democratic Progressive
Party won the presidential election (see article in this
edition).

Hadley, for his part, congratulated Taiwan on the
elections and praisedTaiwan’s democracy as a shining
example for the world. [Taiwan Today]
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Japan delegation visits Taiwan

(jr) On January 14, President Tsai Ing-wen said that
Taiwan is committed to deepening partnerships with
Japan, adding that Taiwan will continue to work with
like-minded partners to contribute to regional
development and prosperity.

Tsai made the remarks while meeting with Keiji Furuya,
the Japan-ROC Diet Members’ Consultative Council
chair, and his delegation at the Presidential Office in
Taipei City.

The president then took the opportunity to thank
Japan for participating in a joint statement made with
South Korea and the U.S. earlier this month, reiterating
its support of cross-strait peace and stability. She also
hoped that reconstruction following a magnitude 7.6
earthquake on the Noto Peninsula would proceed
smoothly.

In response, Furuya expressed gratitude for Taiwan's
earthquake aid and highlighted that Taiwan's election
results as a signal to the world that Taiwan’s
democratic process has prevailed over China's
interference. [Taiwan Today]

Cambodia, Thailand prime minister to
discuss transboundary pollution,
overlapping claims in Gulf

(tt/msz) Thailand and Cambodia are gearing up for a
significant collaborative effort to combat
transboundary haze pollution. Their leaders are
scheduled to meet in Bangkok on February 7 to discuss
the formation of a joint task force dedicated to
addressing this pressing environmental concern. This
initiative will complement Thailand's ongoing legislative
process concerning the Clean Air Bill. The bill, which
has seen multiple versions proposed by civil groups
and political parties, is currently awaiting a vote in its
first reading in the House of Representatives, with the
voting expected to conclude next week. [Bangkok Post
11

Beyond the environmental agenda, another critical
topic to be addressed during their talks on February 7
revolves around a 26,000-square-kilometer energy-rich
area in the Gulf of Thailand, which both countries have
territorial claims over. In September 2022, Thailand
and Cambodia agreed to resume discussions regarding
their overlapping claims in this region after years of
silence. The objective is to find a mutually beneficial


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jdr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jdy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vuiudid-l-jdy/

solution that allows both nations to tap into new oil
and gas resources, thereby alleviating the impact of
rising energy costs. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand considers providing
humanitarian assistance to vulnerable
populations in Myanmar

(Im) The Thai government is considering the provision
of humanitarian assistance to support vulnerable
populations in Myanmar, aligning with the ASEAN Five-
Point Consensus. Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has
engaged in discussions with Foreign Minister Parnpree
Bahiddha-nukara and the armed forces to address the
ongoing conflict in Myanmar. [Bangkok Post]

In late December, Foreign Minister Parnpree
mentioned the ministry's deliberations regarding the
establishment of a center along the Thai-Myanmar
border. This center would serve as a humanitarian aid
hub, offering assistance to Myanmar refugees who are
desperate to escape the internal conflict between junta
forces and insurgent ethnic minority groups.

Thailand urges United States to abandon
tariff punishment

(tt) Thailand’s Commerce Ministry has requested the
United States to expedite the process of renewing
tariff privileges for Thai products under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP). Commerce
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai made this appeal
after a meeting with US Ambassador Robert F Godec.
The minister presented government policies aimed at
improving the Thai economy, reducing financial
burdens, increasing revenue, and creating economic
balance across various sectors. [The Nation]

The US had suspended GSP tariff privileges on 573 Thai
products in April 2020, resulting in these products
facing an average tariff of 4.7 percent instead of 0
percent. Phumtham also urged the US to consider
removing Thailand from a "watch list" for intellectual
property infringements, citing Thailand's efforts to
enhance intellectual property protection.

Thailand is looking to strengthen its trade partnership
with the US in modern industries, including digital, Al,
electronics, clean energy, and pharmaceuticals. In
2022, the US was Thailand's second-largest trade
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partner after China, with total trade volume reaching
USD 65.27 billion.

Thailand invites Hungary in soft power
investment scheme

(msz) On January 13, Thai Deputy Prime Minister and
Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
announced his talk with Sandor Sipos, Ambassador of
Hungary to Thailand, where he invited the Hungarian
ambassador to invest in soft power expansion in
Thailand. During the meeting, Sipos handed out an
anniversary commemorative medal to Phumtham as
2024 marked the 50th year of the diplomatic
relationship between Thailand and Hungary.
Phumtham said both sides were focused on economic
and commercial cooperation, including income-making
opportunities, export promotion and business
encouragement since Hungary was the 11th top
business partner for Thailand from January to
November 2023 with a market value of USD 719.20
million. Phumtham added that he invited Hungary to
look for investment opportunities in Thailand,
especially in the Eastern Economic Corridor in eastern
Thailand, and soft power market expansion as
Hungary was reportedly looking to expand the
promotion of Thai delicacies and fashion. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand explores collaboration with
Saudi investors to accelerate potash
mining projects

(bk) The Thai government is exploring collaboration
with Saudi fertilizer manufacturers to expedite potash
mining projects after three Thai concessionaires faced
setbacks in initiating their mining operations. [The
Nation]

Thailand is believed to possess the fourth-largest
potash reserves globally, approximately 100 billion
tons, after Canada, Belarus, and Germany. Saudi
Arabia has expressed interest in Thailand's potash
mining projects, potentially using Thailand as a base
for making fertilizer to export to other Southeast Asian
nations.

Thai Foreign Minister holds talks with
Palestinian Ambassador
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(msz) Thailand and Palestine have expressed their
willingness to enhance their relations, particularly in
tourism and trade promotion. This commitment was
confirmed during a meeting between Thailand's
Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-nukara and Walid
Abu Ali, the Palestinian Ambassador to Malaysia, who
represents Palestine in Thailand. During the talks,
Thailand reiterated its request for Palestinian
assistance in securing the release of Thai hostages in
Gaza, receiving assurances of full support from the
Palestinian ambassador. [Thai Ministry of Foreign
Affairs] [The Nation Thailand]

Vietnam'’s President Thuong hosts Chinese
Party official

(wn/Im) Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong held a
reception in Hanoi for Li Shulei, a Politburo member
and Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee's Secretariat, who also heads the
Publicity Department of the CPC Central Committee.
[Nhan Dan]

Both leaders discussed the Joint Statement and the six
major directions outlined during General Secretary and
President Xi's visit to Vietnam, aiming to create a solid
foundation for effective cooperation between the two
nations. They also emphasized the importance of
increasing exchanges and meetings between leaders at
various levels from both Parties and countries.

During the meeting, President Thuong praised the
visit's importance and congratulated China on its
achievements in recent years. He expressed
confidence that under the leadership of General
Secretary and President Xi, China will successfully
achieve its "Second Centennial" goal, making the
country a "great modern socialist country" that
contributes significantly to regional and global peace,
cooperation, and development.

In related developments, Vietnam and China held a
forum for cultural and academic exchange in Hanoi on
January 11. Experts, scholars, intellectuals, and artists
from both countries participated in the forum, sharing
their experiences in areas such as economy, politics,
society, literature, and art. [Vletnam Plus]

Vietnam-Laos Friendship Park handed
over in Houaphanh
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(Im) The Vietnam-Laos Friendship Park, a gift from the
Vietnamese government'’s Special Working Committee,
has been inaugurated and handed over to the Party
Organization and administration of Viengxay district in
the northern Lao province of Houaphanh. The park
covers an area of 9,000 square meters and was
constructed at a cost of VND 40 billion VND
(approximately USD 1.66 million). [Nhan Dan]

Vietnam-Egypt: The inauguration of the
first Vietnamese factory takes place in

Egypt

(wn) Vietnam's EuP has opened a new factory in Egypt,
specializing in producing filler masterbatch. It is the
first of its kind for a Vietnamese enterprise in the
Middle East. The factory has 24 production lines, a
total capacity of 300,000 tonnes annually, and will
create jobs for over 300 local workers. EuP Egypt
Industries is a subsidiary of EuP, aiming to expand
markets and become a multinational company. [Nhan
Dan]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

19 January 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 pm ICT (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Asia in Review event series on elections in
2024

Unpacking Taiwan Elections 2024:
Implications for Geopolitics and the
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Security Landscape in Asia and Beyond

Amid significant pressure from China, which called the
January 13 presidential election in Taiwan nothing less
than a “decision of war and peace”, incumbent Vice-
President Lai Ching-te of the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) won the race for presidency by
securing 40% of the vote, with his contenders Hou You-
ih of the Kuomintang (KMT, 33.49%) and Ko Wen-je of
the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP, 26.45%) conceding
defeat on the same day. Against this backdrop, the
virtual panel discussion - part of the Asia in Review
(AiR) event series on elections in 2024 and organized
by CPG's Peace & Security Center - will address the
ramifications of one of most observed elections this
year for the future of peace and war in Asia.

For more information and registration, see [CPG].

Recent book releases

Marianna Griffini. The Politics of Memory in the
Italian Populist Radical Right: From Mare Nostrum to
Mare Vostrum. Routledge, 188 pages, published June
19, 2023, with a review in [LSE].

Harold James. Seven Crashes: The Economic Crises
that Shaped Globalization. Yale University Press, 376
pages, published in July 11, 2023, reviewed in [LSE].

Elizabeth Anderson. Hijacked: How Neoliberalism
Turned The Work Ethic Against Workers and How
Workers Can Take It Back. Cambridge University Press,
384 pages, published September 21, 2023. Visit [LSE]
for a review.

Robert Lighthizer. No Trade Is Free: Changing Course,
Taking on China, and Helping America’s Workers,
Harper Collins, 384 pages, published June 27, 2023,
with a review in [Foreign Affairs].

Mireya Solis. Japan’s Quiet Leadership: Reshaping the
Indo-Pacific. Brookings Institution Press, 260 pages,
published August 24, 2023, reviewed in [Foreign
Affairs].

Andrew Ong. Stalemate: Autonomy and Insurgency
on the China-Myanmar Border. Cornell University
Press, 276 pages, published on June 15, 2023, reviewed
in [Foreign Affairs].
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The Faculty of Law at Lund University invites paper
proposals for its workshop “Socio-economic rights
and non-discrimination at the intersection of the
market, the border, and the welfare state,” to be
held on May 27-28, 2024. The deadline for abstract
submission is January 22, 2024. For more information,
see [Lund University].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided as [CPG].
The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,
or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.
Applications are accepted until open until filled. More
information is provided as [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Regional Operations Analyst to be
based in Suva, Fiji. Applications are accepted until
January 26, 2024. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Communications and Advocacy
Specialist to be based in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.
Applications are accepted until January 27, 2024. More
information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Analyst on Climate Policy to
be based in Astana, Kazakhstan. Applications are
accepted until January 26, 2024. More information is
provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Analyst - IT Development to
be based in New Delhi, India. Applications are accepted
until January 26, 2024. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Data Analyst to be based in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until January 26,
2024. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics
Officer to be based in Afghanistan. Applications are
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accepted until January 27, 2024. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Budget
and Programming Officer to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until January
27,2024. More information is provided as [WFP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Nutritionist (Treatment Coordinator) Consultant to
be based in Juba, South Sudan. Applications are
accepted until January 28, 2024. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Business
Support Assistant-Procurement to be based in
China. Applications are accepted until January 26,
2024. More information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Associate to be based in Sierra Leone.
Applications are accepted until January 25, 2024. More
information is provided as [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Partnership Consultant to be based in Afghanistan.
Applications are accepted until January 27, 2024. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Fund-Raising Associate to be based in Santiago,
Chile. Applications are accepted until February 10,
2024. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Social Policy Specialist to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until February
5, 2024. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Education Specialist, to be based in Morocco.
Applications are accepted until January 25, 2024. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Chief Field Office to be based in Mali. Applications
are accepted until January 26, 2024. More information
is provided as [UNICEF].
The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Finance Specialist, to be based in Washington DC,
United States. Applications are accepted until February
2, 2024. More information is provided as [WHO].
The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Emergency Officer to be based in Geneva,
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Switzerland. Applications are accepted until January 26,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].
The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a HR
Officer to be based in Lyon, France. Applications are
accepted until February 2, 2024. More information is
provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Advisor, Clinical Management of Infectious Hazards to
be based in Washington DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until January 31, 2024. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Cloud
Infrastructure Engineer to be based in Istanbul,
Turkey. Applications are accepted until February 2,
2024. More information is provided as [WHO].
The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Sanctions Expert to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until October 22,
2024. More information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Caseworker, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until March 12, 2024. More
information is provided as [IRC].
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Regional Content and Digital Coordinator to be
based in Colombia. Applications are accepted until
April 15, 2024. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Asylum Resource and Referral Supervisor to be
based in United States. Applications are accepted until
March 5, 2024. More information is provided as [IRC].
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Grants Manager to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until March 12, 2024. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Executive Assistant, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until June 10, 2024. More
information is provided as [IRC].
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Family Farming Policy Information Specialist to be
based in Brasilia, Brazil. Applications are accepted until
January 29, 2024. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Specialist in Fisheries Operations, to be
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based in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Applications are accepted
until January 26, 2024. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Professional Officer, to be based in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Applications are accepted until
February 1, 2024. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Development Law Specialist to be based in
Multiple Locations. Applications are accepted until
January 28, 2024. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Senior Forestry Officer to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until January 25, 2024. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Head of Programmes, to be based in Quito,
Ecuador. Applications are accepted until January 25,
2024. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Movement Operations Manager to be based
in Kaiserslautern, Germany. Applications are accepted

until January 24, 2024. More information is provided as
[LOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Community Engagement Officer to be based
in Nouakchott, Mauritania. Applications are accepted
until January 25, 2024. More information is provided as
[IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Head of Liaison and Project Support Unit, to
be based in London, United Kingdom. Applications are
accepted until January 24, 2024. More information is
provided as_[[OM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Processing Engineer,
to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are
accepted until February 4, 2024. More information is
provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate
Seismoacoustic Operations Officer, to be based in
Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted until
February 19, 2024. More information is provided as
[CTBTO].
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The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Chief, Public
Information Section, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until January 29, 2024. More
information is provided as [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Techniques Engineer,
to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are
accepted until February 5, 2024. More information is
provided as [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Administration Senior Assistant
to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications are
accepted until January 27, 2024. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Health, Safety, Social and
Environmental Analyst to be based in Colombo, Sri
Lanka. Applications are accepted until January 26,
2024. More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Asset Management Senior Officer
to be based in Tunis, Tunisia. Applications are accepted
until January 28, 2024. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Management Senior
Officer, to be based in Manila, Philippines. Applications
are accepted until January 18, 2024. More information
is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Climate Senior Analyst to be based
in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are accepted
until January 23, 2024. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Protection Coordinator to be based in Dnipro,
Ukraine. Applications are accepted until not specified.
More information is provided as [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Deputy Chief of Party, to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided as_[FHI 360].
The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Community Mobilizer Assistant to be based in
Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until not specified.
More information is provided as [FHI 360].
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The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Procurement Assistant, to be based in Ethiopia.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided as [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Private Sector Advisor to be based in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until not
specified. More information is provided as [FHI 360].

Southern Methodist University (SMU) in Texas,
United States is inviting applications for a leader to
serve as the next Dean of the Perkins School of
Theology. Application submission deadline is February
15,2024. For more details, see [Southern Methodist
University]

Lone Star College in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for a Faculty, Fire Science Technology.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Lone Star College].

Lone Star College in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty, Phlebotomy CTE-
CE. Application submission deadline is open until filled.
For more details, see [Lone Star College].

Lone Star College in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty, Philosophy.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Lone Star College].

Lone Star College in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty, History.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Lone Star College].

Lone Star College in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty, Kinesiology-
Lecture & Activity. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Lone Star
Collegel.

Lone Star College in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty, Adult Education
& Literacy Integrated Education & Training
Business Programs Grant. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see [Lone
Star Collegel.

The Department of Political Science at the
University of Georgia in Georgia, United States is
inviting applications for a Lecturer. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [University of Georgia]
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Winston-Salem State University in North Carolina,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor-History Politics & Social Justice.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Winston-Salem State University].

The Cornell University Department of Information

Science (IS) in Ithaca, New York is inviting applications
for a TENURE-TRACK FACULTY POSITION. Application
submission deadline is open until March 12, 2024. For

more details, see [Bowers CIS]

Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor of
Environmental Studies. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[Dickinson College]

Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, United States
is inviting applications for the Guarini Dean’s
Dissertation and Postdoctoral Fellowship in Asian
American Studies. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Dartmouth
College]

Georgia Tech in Atlanta, Georgia is inviting
applications for a Marion L. Brittain Postdoctoral
Fellowship. Application submission deadline is
February 1,2024. For more details, see [Georgia Tech]

Colgate University in New York, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
Africana and Latin American Studies. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Colgate University].

Colgate University in New York, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
Contemporary Native American Studies. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Colgate University].

The University of Washington School of Law in
Seattle, Washington State is inviting applications for a
Visiting or Acting Assistant Professor and
Residential Legal Fellow. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see [The
University of Washington].

Rice University in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for Postdoctoral Associate - Gender and
Science. Application submission deadline is open until
February 11,2024. For more details, see [Rice
University]
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West Valley-Mission Community College District in
California, United States is inviting applications for
Ethnic Studies Full-Time Instructor. Application
submission deadline is open until February 29, 2024.
For more details, see [West Valley-Mission Community
College District]

University of North Carolina at Pembroke in
Pembroke, North Carolina is inviting applications for a
Lecturer in Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[University of North Carolina at Pembroke]

University of North Carolina at Wilmington North
Carolina, United States is inviting applications for a
Lecturer in Archaeology of Africa, the African
Diaspora, and/or Indigenous Populations.
Application submission deadline is open until February
5,2024. For more details, see [University of North
Carolina]

University of South Carolina in South Carolina,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of History and African American Studies.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of South Carolina]

University of New England in Maine, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,
Environmental Social Sciences (Global Ecology and
Social Justice). Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [University of
New England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,
Criminology. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see_ [University of New
England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,
Sociology. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see_[University of New
England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,
Environmental Social Sciences (Climate Change).
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of New England].

Metropolitan State University of Denver in
Colorado, United States is inviting applications for a
Journalism Affiliate Instructor. Application
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submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Metropolitan State University of Denver]

California Polytechnic State University in San Luis
Obispo, California is inviting applications for an
Assistant Professor in Modern. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [California Polytechnic State University]

Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor
in Classics. Application submission deadline is
February 2, 2024. For more details, see [Williams
College]

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Aida Pachedji (ap), Bintang
Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas Diecke (fd), Jason Wang (jw),
Jia Yue Ong (oy), Jonathan Riley (jr), Joseph Black (jb),
Kishwer Baqar (kb), Lawrence Brenner (Ib), Lucas Meier
(Im), Morten Strantzen (ms), Muhammad Hussain Amin
(mha), Myat Sandar Zaw (mz), Minty Gow (mg), Olena
Krytska, Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm), Sai Laung Kam (sk),
Saranya Setthi, Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Teerada
Thammapoonphol (tt), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Wahdat Mustafa
(wm), Xiangyi Chen (xc), Yudo Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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