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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the Australia
Day, Ukraine’s Unity Day, and India’s Republic Day this
week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Population decline for second
consecutive year recorded

(ms) In 2023, China experienced a second consecutive
year of population decline, driven by its lowest
recorded birth rate, highlighting the imperative to
address the demographic challenge facing the nation.

According to data from the National Bureau of
Statistics of China (NBS), the country's population at
the end of 2023 stood at 1.409 billion, reflecting a
decrease of 2.08 million compared to the previous
year. This decline marks the second consecutive year
of decreasing population, following the first recorded
decline since the end of the great famine in 1961.

The primary cause of this decline is the persistent drop
in birthrates, totaling 9 million - a decrease of



approximately 600,000 compared to 2022 and a more
alarming decline of over 5.5 million compared to 2019.

Main reason for the decline is the continuous decline
of birthrates to 9 million, a decline of about 600.000 to
2022 but even more alarming a decline of more than
5.5 million in comparison to 2019.

The declining birthrates are attributed to diverse
factors. Besides an ageing population, the most
decisive factor lies in the ongoing economic problems
of the country, which continued in 2023 despite the
end of the zero Covid strategy at the end of 2022 after
almost three years (see entry above). This, together
with the associated real estate crisis, is causing
concern among the population, reducing the
willingness to start families.

Besides the reduction in birthrates, an increase in
deaths of about 700.000 in comparison to 2022, played
an important role.

Although efforts to counteract a shrinking population
have intensified over the past year through subsidies
for house purchases, other financial support and the
relaxation of childbirth restrictions from the era of the
One-China Policy - such as the lack of support for
single mothers or unmarried children -, the
demographic crisis shows no sign of ending and the
need for drastic measures is becoming ever more
eminent. [Axios] [NBS] [Reuters]

China: Number of foreign residents
remain under pre-pandemic level

(ms) Despite China's efforts to attract foreign residents,
data from the National Immigration Administration
(NIA) reveals that the number of foreign nationals in
the country remains 15 percent below pre-pandemic
levels, even a year after fully reopening.

The NIA states that the current figure represents an 85
percent rebound from the end of 2019, with optimism
for a steady increase in the coming year. In 2023, China
issued 711,000 residency permits to foreign nationals
as part of a broader strategy to revitalize the post-
pandemic economy.

China has implemented measures to entice more
foreign businesspeople, students, and tourists,
including relaxed visa requirements and other
incentives. Despite these efforts, some foreigners have
decided to leave the country, citing perceived caution
or hostility towards them. At the same time, however,
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students from developing countries who want to stay
in the country report difficulties in meeting the
requirements for a work permit after graduation,
forcing them to leave the country.

In 2023, foreign visitors accounted for only 8.4 percent
of the 424 million inbound and outbound trips in
China, significantly lower than the 14.6 percentin
2019.

Observers note that besides the obvious loss of
monetary means due to the missing tourists, the
sluggish recovery might also have a negative impact on
the willingness of international investors as well as
lead to potential inter-societal issues due to a lack of
points of contact. [South China Morning Post]

China: Son of former president Hu Jintao
promoted

(ms) Hu Haifeng, son of former General Secretary of
the CCP and President of China, was promoted to the
position of vice minister of civil affairs, a surprising
move after the removal of his father during the 2022
National People's Congress, which attracted
international attention (see AiR No. 43, October/2022,
4).

Before his current promotion, Hu Haifeng held the
position of party chief of Lishui, a relatively small city in
eastern Zhejiang province. Although his new position is
still not of such a high rank, the promotion has made
headlines and left room for interpretation in light of his
father's removal and missing of any public presence
since then.

Some observers see the move as a sign that the
removal during the congress was not actually a
strategic move by Xi, but that other reasons, such as
for example the officially cited health reasons, were
really the reason behind it. However, this point of view
could be objected to by the fact that in addition to Hu
Jintao's removal, his protege Hu Chunhua also lost his
seat in the party's Politburo and the recently deceased
Li Kegiang also had to leave his office as Premier and
thus the position of being the country's number two
during the subsequent "Two Sessions" (see AiR No. 11,
March/2023, 2).

Both Li and Hu Chunhua were part of the Tuanpai, the
faction of the Chinese Communist Party's Youth
League, which was and still is under the leadership of
Hu Jintao, so their fate as well as Hu Jintao's removal
can be seen as a power-strategic move by Xi aimed at
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preventing potential opposition or dissent. The
promotion of Hu Haifeng, on the other hand, could be
above all a symbolic act to signal unity within the party
- a move that comes at the right time, particularly in
view of the high-ranking dismissals of and
investigations into high-ranking officials such as former
Foreign Minister Qin Gang and Li Shangfu (see AiR No.
44, October/2023, 5). However, this is also just a
speculation as now further information regarding the
promotion were provided by the government. [Nikkei
Asia] [Reuters]

China: Several arrests in context of
corruption

(ms) The anti-corruption campaign, which is closely
linked to Xi Jinping's time in office, continues in the
new year, with three high-profile arrests in addition to
new investigative developments.

After being expelled from the party earlier this year
(see AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2) in connection with
corruption, the arrests of Tang Shuangning, former
chairman of China Everbright Group, Jiang Jie, former
vice chairman of the Xizang Autonomous Regional
Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference and Chen Jixing, former vice
chairman of the Guangdong Provincial People's
Congress Standing Committee for offenses of bribery
or embezzlement, were ordered by China's Supreme
People's Procuratorate (SPP), the highest organ of the
public prosecutor's office. Although criminal
proceedings are usually the next step after a party
expulsion, the speed and public communication in
particular makes these developments rather special.
[Xinhua 1] [Xinhua 2] [Xinhua 3]

In addition, the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection, the country's top anti-corruption watchdog,
announced the expulsion of Liu Lixian, former member
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Committee of
the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC)
and former head of its Discipline Inspection
Commission from the Party, the indictment of Jiang
Zhigang, former deputy party chief of northwest
China's Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, and the
initiation of an investigation into Su Zengtian, former
vice chairman of the Standing Committee of the Fujian
Provincial People's Congress. [Xinhua 4] [Xinhua 5]
[Xinhua 6]
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China: Introduction of rating system for
Chinese TikTok

(ms) A new rating system for Douyin, the Chinese
Version of TikTok, came into effect at the beginning of
the year, further increasing the control of the Chinese
government over the internet.

The six-level rating system called "health points" was
already tested in parts at the end of August and then
for all livestreams from the end of October.

The system, which is now fully in force, distinguishes
between on the one side "serious offenses", which
covers behavior that is considered vulgar or that
promotes "unhealthy views on relationships", and on
the other side "moderate offenses”, which includes
sexual innuendos, pseudoscience, promotion of
"abnormal beauty standards" or "violation of public
order and morality".

Streamers were awarded 100 points at the time of
introduction, or 120 points for streamers with over
100,000 followers, and points are deducted accordingly
for violations, with serious offenses costing 4-8 points
and moderate offenses 1-4 points.

If the points fall below 70 points, the first sanctions are
to come in the form of, for example, temporary bans,
and at 0 points the account will be completely banned.

Observers are especially concerned about the aspects
of “unhealthy views on relationships” as they fear that
this might include the representation of non-normative
heterosexual lifestyles in Chinas campaign to promote
a “masculine” image of manhood. [Dao Insights]
[Deutsche Welle]

China-Hong Kong: First witness in high
profile national security case incriminates
Lai

(ms) Former publisher and CEO of Next Digital, the
parent company of the now defunct pro-democracy
newspaper Apple Daily, Cheung Kim-Hung testified on
January 17 as the first witness in the high-profile trial of
Hong Kong media tycoon Jimmy Lai Chee-ying, who is
currently charged with breaching national security.

According to Cheung, Lai instructed his newspaper
Apple Daily to actively promote resistance against

authorities and seek support from Western nations
during the 2019 anti-government protests. He also
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added that Lai was the "top leader and ultimate
decision-maker" of the tabloid, which he used to follow
his clear political stance. Lai is said to have believed
that the government's withdrawn extradition bill in
2019 threatened the city's democratic values,
prompting him to use Apple Daily as a platform to urge
residents to take to the streets, resist the bill, and
pressure the government.

Cheung highlighted Lai's international ambitions,
stating that Lai sought attention from Western
democratic countries, hoping they would offer
assistance or impose sanctions.

The trial is a landmark case under Hong Kong's
national security law, with Lai facing charges of
conspiring to collude with foreign forces and
conspiring to publish seditious material. Cheung, along
with other former Apple Daily executives, has pleaded
guilty to colluding with external elements to endanger
national security.

Lai's trial is closely watched by the international
community, with both the UK and the US calling for his
immediate release, claiming the case is politically
motivated. Hong Kong officials assert that Lai will
receive a fair trial and emphasize the necessity of the
national security laws to restore stability in the region.
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post] [The Standard]

China-Hong Kong: Arrest for sedition over
online posts

(ms) On January 18 the Hong Kong National Security
Police arrested 35-year-old Tsang Kwok-hei for
allegedly breaching the sedition law und the Crimes
Ordinance dating back to the colonial times or the city.

Authorities claim Tsang repeatedly published seditious
posts on the online forum LIHKG, promoting hatred
towards Beijing and the Hong Kong government. The
police allege that these posts encouraged
disobedience to the law and lawful orders.

The indictment presented to the West Kowloon
Magistrates’ Courts accused Tsang of engaging in
seditious activities on LIHKG between July 21, 2023,
and until his arrest on January 18. The prosecution
requested a five-week adjournment to inspect Tsang's
computer for potential involvement in other offenses,
which was approved. The next hearing is scheduled for
late February.
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Sedition is a crime not covered by the 2020 Beijing-
imposed national security law and carries a maximum
penalty of two years in prison for first-time offenders.
[Hong Kong Free Press 1]

Additionally on January 22 a 51-year-old woman has
been sentenced to two months imprisonment, after
she pleaded guilty to breaching the Hong Kong election
law. Before the in the middle of December last year
(see AR No. 50, December/2023, 2), she shared a social
media post, that called for voters to boycott the
election and also called for invalid votes to be cast.

Because of her confession, the actual sentence was
reduced from three to two months and suspended for
two years, which means that the convicted person
does not have to serve the sentence if she does not
commit a crime within this period. [Hong Kong Free
Press 2]

China: Xi outlines plan for China to
become financial superpower

(ms) During a study session on January 16, China's
President Xi Jinping has outlined a comprehensive plan
for the country to become a financial superpower,
emphasizing the country's distinctive model and the
need for a strong economic foundation.

Xi stressed the importance of a robust economic
foundation, citing the need for world-leading
economic, technological, and comprehensive national
strength. He outlined key elements of a financial
superpower, including a strong currency, a strong
central bank, robust financial institutions both
domestically and internationally, and effective
supervision and talent.

While acknowledging the long-term nature of the work
required, Xi emphasized the urgency of addressing
immediate financial risks. He called for teeth in
financial regulation, in particular, he once again
emphasized the need for rigorous punishment of
corruption, and strict prevention of moral hazards. The
President also pledged further measures against
corruption to facilitate a comprehensive de-risking
campaign.

China's financial challenges, including highly indebted
property market and on local levels, have prompted
the reshuffling of the regulatory regime. Xi expressed
concerns over the fragility of the financial system,
particularly in the face of a turbulent geopolitical
environment and an exodus of foreign capital.
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To enhance China's competitiveness and influence on
international rules, Xi outlined a focus on "high-level"
financial opening-up, streamlining restrictive
measures, and improving transparency, stability, and
predictability of policies. Xi also highlighted the
importance of financial support for the Belt and Road
Initiative. [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

China: Despite 5.2 GDP growth in 2023,
Chinese economy remains weak

(ms) According to data published by the National
Bureau of Statistics of China [full report] on January 17,
China’s GDP grew by 5.2 percent, beating the annual
economic growth goal of “around 5 percent” slightly.
However, the expected economic rebound following
the end of the three-year zero-COVID strategy in
December 2022 failed to materialize.

Especially concerning for China’s economic
development remains the real estate sector, a former
powerhouse of Chinas economic growth as well as
export numbers.

Investment into the real estate sector fell by 9.6
percent in 2023 in comparison to the year before. A
negative trend that looks set to continue into the new
year in the face of the biggest monthly fall in house
prices since February 2015 with 0.4 percent, making it
additionally the ninth consecutive month of negative
performance. The weak real estate sector is also
mainly responsible for the decline in private
investment of 0.4 in 2023, because if the sector would
be excluded private investment in general would have
surged about 9.2 percent. [Reuters]

In 2023, China's exports amounted to USD 3.38 trillion,
experiencing a 4.6 percent decrease from the previous
year's peak, the first decrease since 2016. However,
this decline can primarily be explained by the end of
the COVID-19 pandemic, which has led to a significant
increase in imports by people working from home,
particularly in the USA and Europe. [Bloomberg]

By contrast, retail sales in 2023, despite slowing down
a little bit, remain relatively strong as usual with an
increase of 7.2 percent, although the weak figures for
2022 due to the pandemic as a comparative year are
primarily responsible for the strong growth. Observer
asses that it is particularly positive that retail sales
significantly exceeded industrial output, which
reported growth of 4.6 percent, as this closes the gap
between GPD and consumption that arose during the
pandemic at least to a certain extent.
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While the international evaluation of China's economic
year is rather weak, Chinas Premier Li Qiang painted a
quite positive and optimistic picture during his speech
at the Davos Economic Forum [see full text]. Li
underlined the country's economic success and
highlighted that it did not resort to massive stimulus
but followed a more long-term approach to achieve
the success.

However, this presentation is in contrast with the
assessment of experts how estimate for 2023 with a
nominal GDP growth of just over 4 percent that the
total financing of the economy rose by 27 percent of
GDP this year, which led to an increase in the debt
ratio in China of 16 percentage points. [Michael Pettis
via Twitter]

The main content of Li's speech, however, was aimed
to strengthen international confidence in the Chinese
market, emphasizing the sheer size of the Chinese
workforce, the strength of the country's technology
and innovation sector, as well as the size of the
Chinese middle class and the purchasing power that
comes with it, with the number of people expected to
rise from 400 million to 800 million in the next decade.

In addition, Li reassured that China remains committed
to the opening-up policy and promised that China will
"embrace investments from businesses of all countries
with open arms" and that "[c]hoosing the Chinese
market [for investment] is not a risk, but an
opportunity.”

Li's commitment contrasts with mixed signals from
Beijing. While China urgently seeks international
investment, particularly in the real estate sector,
President Xi Jinping concurrently emphasizes national
security. This emphasis is evident in the introduction of
a new counter-espionage law, leading to investigations
into several international consulting firms [see AiR No.
23, June/2023, 1].

Additionally, the ongoing strained relations with the
USA and subsequent sanctions on imports, particularly
in the technology sectors of both countries, contribute
to uncertainty surrounding foreign investment. [CNN]
[VOA News] [Xinhua]

Regarding this year, observers expect the Chinese
leadership to set a similar economic growth target of
about 5 percent for 2024, but there are doubts as to
what extent such growth will be achieved. A survey of
economists by Yicai Global comes to a median of just
under 4.9 percent economic growth forecasts, with
none of the economists predicting economic growth of
over 5 percent.
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Economists, however, add that lower economic growth
targets might even be the better move for the second
largest economy, as too high growth targets might lead
local governments to blindly focus on growth and
neglect economic structural adjustments, which are
needed due to existing uncertainties in the real estate
and foreign trade sectors.

Further, there is fundamental agreement within
economists that to realistically achieve economic
growth of around 5 percent, large financial support
packages are needed for the Chinese economy in
2024. [Yicai Global]

China: Reintroduction of youth
unemployment rate

(ms) After nearly six months, the National Bureau of
Statistics of China (NBS) resumed the publication of
youth unemployment rates, following an adjustment of
the measurement method to accommodate China's
"unique conditions."

According to the latest data, in December 2023, 14.9
percent of Chinese citizens between the ages of 16 to
24 were unemployed. This marks a significant decrease
compared to June 2023, the last month before the
temporary suspension of publication, during which
youth unemployment reached as high as 21.3 percent
[see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3].

Observers, however, assert that the pronounced
reduction lacks meaningful significance in gauging
economic developments in the country due to
adjustments made to the measurement methodology.
They stress that the NBS has not provided adjusted
past values alongside the resumption of publication.

Under the new measurement method, students are
entirely excluded, even if they seek part-time
employment, leading to a substantial reduction in the
potential workforce. This reduction is particularly
concerning given the record-high number of students,
highlighting the need for urgently required economic
policies. [Bloomberg] [The New York Times]

China: Halt of infrastructure projects in
“high-risk” regions

(ms) In the wake of high local-debt levels the State
Council has according to Reuters, reportedly directed
local governments and state banks to delay or halt
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state-funded infrastructure projects in 12 as “high-risk”
classified regions for projects in which less than half of
the planned investment has been completed.

The move is part of broader efforts of the Chinese
government to tighten controls on debt and mitigate
risks to the nation's economic and financial stability.

The directive aims to curb debt in areas that have been
heavily reliant on infrastructure investments for
economic growth. Some exceptions, however, such as
projects approved by the central government or
related to affordable housing, have been made. The
State Council's already in the end of October
introduced restrictions against the ability of the 12
regions in taking new debt for the financing of
infrastructure projects (see AiR No. 44, October/2023,
5).

As of the latest available data in 2022, China's local
government debt has surged to 76 percent of GDP, up
from 62 percentin 2019, surpassing central
government debt standing at 21 percent. The regions
targeted for debt reduction efforts include Liaoning,
Jilin, Guizhou, Yunnan, Tianjin, and Chongqing.
[Reuters] [some more information on debt in China
see Financial Times]

China: Renewed demand from Premier to
attract investors

(ms) During a meeting of the Chinese State Council,
China's Premier Li Qiang demanded further actions to
attract desperately needed long-term foreign
investment. His calls come in the light of on-going
economic struggles the country is facing and severe
loses in the country’'s main stock markets.

Li remained however vague in naming concrete
measures to be implemented, he emphasized “the
need to coordinate high-quality development and high-
level security [... and] to further improve the basic
system of the capital market, pay more attention to the
dynamic balance of investment and financing”,
additionally he called for “zero-tolerance” of violations
of laws and regulations, thereby being in line with
President Xi Jinpings anti-corruption campaign [South
China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

The need for financial measures comes in the face of
negative developments in the Chinese stock market,
while the mainland’s CSI 300 Index fell almost to a five-
year low with a decline of around 2.2 percent, the
Hong Kong Hang Seng Index fell by as much as 3.7
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percent to its lowest level since November 2022.
Observers saw the rather disappointing economic data
for the fourth quarter as a decisive factor for this drop.
Although China achieved and even slightly exceeded
the economic growth with 5.2 percent (see entry
above), it underperformed the already rather cautious
growth targets for the fourth quarter, albeit only
narrowly, reaching 5.2 percent instead of the forecast
5.3 percent. [CNBC] [The New York Times]

China: Review of e-commerce giant Shein
might endanger planned IPO

(ms) China's e-commerce giant Shein is facing a
significant hurdle on its path to an initial public offering
(IPO) in the US as the Cyberspace Administration of
China (CAC) launches a security review. The review
focuses on Shein's supply chain presence in China,
raising questions about the company's data handling
and cybersecurity practices.

The scrutiny comes at a critical time for Shein, which
confidentially filed for a US IPO in November, aiming to
raise potentially billions of dollars. The CAC's
investigation delves into how Shein manages
information about its employees, partners, and
suppliers in China, as well as its ability to prevent data
to leak overseas. This review echoes a similar security
probe that led to the downfall of ride hailing giant Didi
Global after its IPO in 2021 [see AiR No. 34,
August/2021, 4].[DL1]

Shein, valued at around USD 66 billion, has sought to
mitigate concerns by relocating its headquarters to
Singapore and refraining from selling products in
China. This strategic move, according to industry
experts, could help the company gain China's approval
and avoid a share collapse similar to Didi's.

The regulatory hurdles however extend beyond China,
as US regulators are increasingly cautious about
Chinese companies operating in the country,
particularly concerning the protection of sensitive data
on American consumers.

Shein's IPO plan is also met with an unusual lack of
response from the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), adding an element of uncertainty to
the company's and its IPO’s future. [CNBC] [The World
Street Journal]
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China: Largest civil wind tunnel complex
unveiled

(ms) After 16 years of construction a peer-reviewed
paper in the academic journal Acta Aerodynamica
Sinica published in the end of last year has unveiled
the world's largest civil wind tunnel complex,
comprising 18 state-of-the-art facilities in China,
equivalent to the combined total number of similar
structures in the United States and Europe, which are
said to have played a important role in the
construction of the C919, the first in Chinese
passenger plane.

Not only in numbers but also in size China surpasses
the west while the Western wind tunnels don't exceed
5 meters in size, China's wind tunnels exceed 8 meters,
enabling scientists and engineers to tackle various
aircraft development challenges.

The complex is just the latest endeavour of China’s
attempts to be a real rival for the two industrial giants
Airbus and Boeing. Even if China has with the C919 the
first in China developed passenger jet they are still
dependent on the two western aerospace companies
for a large proportion of the parts for the aircraft, a
dependency which China is trying to reduce, among
other things with the help of the new groundbreaking
complex. [Interesting Engineering] [South China
Morning Post]

China: New frigate undergoes first open-
sea trials

(ms) According to consistent reports, the latest flagship
of the People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), the Type
054B Frigate, is undergoing its first open water tests.
This suggests a faster-than-expected operational
readiness and underscores the Chinese military's
ongoing efforts to expand the PLAN's strike capability.

Launched just five months ago, the Type 054B is said
to showcase a notable increase in size and speed, with
an estimated displacement of 6,000 tones, a length of
147 meters, and a width of 18 meters, thereby filling
the urgent demand for a midsized combat ship that
surpasses its predecessor, the Type 054A.

The hull design incorporates advanced features such
as integrated molding, reduced irregular convexity,
and openings, reminiscent of the Type 055 destroyer.
These enhancements contribute to the frigate's stealth


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-ij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-ij/

capabilities, shielding both radar and infrared
signatures.

The weaponry systems on the Type 054B, according to
photos, include a 32-cell missile vertical launch system,
a 100-mm main gun, and a Type 1130 close-in weapon
system. Despite the increase in size, the frigate's
armament has not seen a significant rise. However, the
expanded hangar capacity aligns with observers'
expectations that Type 054B will play a more
substantial role in anti-submarine operations,
potentially partnering with Type 055 and Type 052D
destroyers for extended high-sea missions. [Naval
News] [South China Morning Post]

Japan: Ruling party under pressure as
indictments over political fund scandal
are issued

(sh) On January 19, Japanese prosecutors handed
down indictments against several individuals belonging
to three factions within the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP). Among them is one formerly led by Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida.

The indictments are part of the prosecution of a
political fundraising scandal in the party's biggest
faction is suspected of having failed to declare
hundreds of millions of yen in revenue from
fundraising parties which then went to secret slush
funds over a five-year period through 2022.

Indicted without arrest were a lawmaker and an
accountant from the largest LDP faction previously
headed by the late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, while
summary indictments were handed down against a
former accountant of Kishida's group and another
politician of the Abe faction.

However, the prosecutors’ announcement to refrain
from indicting executives of the three factions due to a
lack of evidence despite mounting criticism over the
scandal, has triggered fierce opposition from
opposition parties accusing LDP lawmakers of shying
away from taking responsibility. [Kyodo News 1]
[Nikkei Asia]

In a move to minimize the damage to the party, Kishida
and former LDP Secretary-General Toshihiro Nikai
announced to dissolve their respective factions. Their
announcement was followed by dynastic politician
Tatsuo Fukuda'’s disclosure that he and other members
of the faction that was formerly Abe submitted a
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resolution to their leaders to disband the grouping.
[The Japan Times]

In contrast, eDP heavyweight and former Prime
Minister Taro Aso, who leads the LDP's second largest
faction has rejected calls from within the party to
dissolve his faction, claiming that his faction's political
funds had been appropriately managed. [Kyodo News
2]

Japan: Lawmaker indicted on illegal
election campaign financing

(sh) Japanese lawmaker Mito Kakizawa, a former senior
vice justice minister, was indicted for allegedly violating
election laws through illegal campaign financing.

Arrested in December Kakizawa, formerly with the
LDP, is accused of making payments, or having offered
to do so, totaling JPY 2.8 million (USD 19,000) as bribes
in connection with the Koto Ward mayoral election,
allegations to which he has admitted. [Kyodo News

Japan: Women appointed to leadership
positions

(sh) The Japanese Communist Party is now led for the
first time in its 102-year history by a woman after
Tamura Tomoko was elected as new party leader at
the party’s national congress on January 19.

58-year-old Tomoko has been the party's policy chief,
and takes over from Shii Kazuo, who had been in the
role since 2000. Elected to the Upper House in 2010,

Tamura is currently serving her third term.

The party aims to boost its presence in the political
landscape, as evidenced by a resolution passed during
the congress to increase the number of party seats in
future elections. Observers suggest that Tamura's
leadership signifies a strategic effort to garner broader
public support for the party. [NHK]

Furthermore, Japan Airlines (JAL) has appointed
Mitsuko Tottori as its first female president. [UPI]

Tomoko's election and Tottori's appointment reflect
efforts to address gender imbalances in Japanese
politics, business and society.
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Japan: Human right violation found in
technical trainee program

(sh) A Kyodo News survey has exposed a troubling
practice wherein some female Vietnamese technical
trainees participating in a Japanese internship program
were advised and received contraceptive treatments.

This situation raised concerns about potential
violations of the trainees' reproductive rights. The
Japanese government considered to stop the current
technical internship program, initiated in 1993, due to
observed issues like unpaid wages and harassment.

The survey, conducted through a support group for
Vietnamese trainees, highlighted that nine women
were advised to undergo contraceptive treatment by
intermediary organizations. Violating Japanese laws
ensuring equal employment opportunity, some
trainees were told they could be sent home if
pregnant, emphasizing a need for reforms to address
rights violations under the current system. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Wage hike prospects confirmed

(sh) A recently released report of Japan Business
Federation on Management and Labor has
underscored the significance of the upcoming “shunto”
negotiations for sustainable economic growth,
stressing companies' responsibility in pursuing
structural wage increases amid prolonged price hikes.
Shuntd, widely translated as "spring wage offensive,"
refers to the annual wage negotiations between
enterprise unions and the employers in Japan.

Major listed companies were expected to achieve
record-high earnings by March 2024, with internal
reserves surpassing JPY 550 trillion (USD 3.8 billion) in
fiscal 2022.

According to the Federation, this robust financial
position suggests the potential for substantial wage
increases, including pay scale adjustments, during this
year's negotiations, reinforcing the idea that
companies can contribute significantly to addressing
economic challenges and supporting social well-being.
[Japan News]

Meanwhile, Japanese policymakers found positive
indicators of widespread wage hikes in findings of a
recent Bank of Japan (BOJ) survey in Aomori
prefecture, presented on January 18.
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The survey revealed that a majority of firms in the
northern prefecture plan wage increases similar to or
higher than last year.

While large companies in urban centers like Tokyo had
signaled substantial wage hikes, the BOJ was cautious,
emphasizing the need for such increases in smaller
regional firms before considering interest rate
adjustments.

The surveyed firms cited motivations such as boosting
employee morale, offsetting rising living costs, and
staying competitive in the increasingly fierce talent
acquisition landscape. In fiscal 2023, Aomori recorded
an average pay hike of 3.22 percent, slightly below the
nationwide average of 3.58 percent for major firms in
the previous year. [Reuters]

Japan: Amazon invests in Al tech

(sh) On January 19, Amazon Web Services (AWS)
announced a substantial investment of Yen 2.26 trillion
(USD 15.24 billion) in Japan by 2027, aimed at
expanding its cloud computing infrastructure, a vital
component supporting artificial technology (Al)
services.

This commitment involves the expansion of facilities in
Tokyo and Osaka and follows a prior expenditure of
1.51 trillion yen from 2011 to 2022, dedicated to
building up cloud capacity in Japan.

AWS serves Japanese corporate clients, including Asahi
Group, Marubeni, and Nomura Holdings, with
generative Al services.

The move aligns with Japan's broader efforts in Al
development, with the government and corporate
sector actively working to catch up.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has engaged with key
players, including OpenAl and Nvidia, over the past
year, emphasizing discussions on Al regulation and
infrastructure. [Reuters]

Japan: Spacecraft lands on moon

(sh) January 20, Japan achieved the milestone of
becoming the fifth country to land a spacecraft - the
Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (Slim) - on the
moon. However, solar power issues may shorten the
mission intended to showcase "precision" landing
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technology and rejuvenate Japan's space program.
[Bangkok Post][Aljazeera]

Japan's moon landing highlights the country's growing
emphasis on space-based security in response to rising
military threats from China and North Korea.

It comes shortly after the successful launch of
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries’ Optical-8 intelligence-
gathering satellite on January 12 [see AiR No. 3,
January/2024, 3]. [Asia Times]

Mongolia: Autumn session of parliament
closes

(ap) The autumn session of the State Grand Khural
closed on January 17 with 224 passed laws and 62
resolutions.

Among the laws are the Law on the Amendments to
the Law on Child Protection, the State Austerity Law,
the Law on Debt Management, and the Law on
Amendments to the revised Law on Railway Transport.
[Montsame]

Mongolia: President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa
advocates for the national resilience
building strategy

(ap) During the leadership gathering of the armed
forces on January 17, President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa,
who also serves as the Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces of Mongolia, issued instructions to the
management team. They were tasked with developing
and implementing the "National Resilience Building
Strategy," aimed at preventing dangers, addressing
security threats, and ensuring the state's capacity and
readiness to reconstruct society.

Additionally, the President emphasized the need for

ongoing assessment of cyber-attacks to fortify national
values, enhance the working environment, and elevate
the prestige associated with military rank. [Montsame]

Mongolia: National agency to implement
National Anti-Corruption program to be
established
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(ap) During the January 17 regular Cabinet session, the
decision was made to establish the National
Committee for the implementation of the National
Anti-Corruption Program through the creation of a
draft resolution.

This program, endorsed by the parliament lis slated for
implementation from 2023 to 2030, aligning with
Mongolia's long-term development policy "Vision 2050"
that aims to make Mongolia a leading Asian country in
terms of social development, economic growth and its
citizens' quality of life by 2050.

The National Committee's mandate includes
overseeing anti-corruption initiatives across ministries,
government officials, and state-owned legal entities. Its
members comprise State Secretaries of the Ministries,
the Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia, officials from
the National Committee for Port Revival, the National
Committee on Reducing Traffic Congestion in
Ulaanbaatar, and the National Committee for Olympic,
Public Physical Education, and Sports. [Montsame]

North Korea: Defectors to South Korea
tripled in 2023

(ap) According to South Korean authorities, the
number of North Korean defectors to South tripled in
2023, attributed to the easing the border closures after
COVID-19 pandemic.

With 196 defectors, the number in 2023 is still below
the pre-COVID-19 average, but Seoul emphasized that
the backgrounds of many recent defectors indicate
increasing discontent with the regime in the North.

In 2021 and 2022 only 63 and 67 respectively to defect
to South Korea. Ten of the most recent defectors are
diplomats, students, and trade officials. [The Guardian]

North Korea: State TV highlights only the
northern part of peninsula

(ap) North Korean state television started airing maps
which present only the northern part of the peninsula.

The move reflects an effort to purge any symbol of
unification with South Korea after Kim Jong Un recent
call South Korea the "principal enemy", with which
unification was no longer possible [see AiR No. 3,
January/2024, 3].
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During news and weather reports, the North Korean
Central Television showed an image of the entire
peninsula that highlighted only the North of the
Demilitarized Zone and neighboring Manchuria. In the
past North Korean TV highlighted in green both parts
of the country as it reflected the claim that North
Korea sought unification.

In another image South Korean territory together with
contested Dokdo islets and Jeju Island are left out of
the map again by highlighting in purple only the
Northern part of the peninsula. The country passed a
resolution to demolish three organs which serve for
inter-Korean cooperation.

Furthermore, Kim ordered the destruction of the the
Arch of Reunification in Pyongyang and the cross-
border rail line and suggested the elimination of words

such as “unification,
countrymen” in North Korea's history. [NK News]

reconciliation,” and “fellow

North Korea: Underwater nuclear
weapons system test conducted

(ap) According to Northern Korean state media, North
Korea has carried out an underwater nuclear weapons
system test off the east coast, calling the move a
response to recent joint military exercised between the
US, South Korea and Japan.

The tested system is the the “Haeil-5-23" system, a
nuclear-capable unmanned underwater attack
weapon. [BBC]

South Korea: New political party founded

(dqgl) A new political party has been founded to contest
in the April 10 general elections.

Launched on January 20, the Reform Party appointed
Lee Jun-seok, the former leader of the ruling People
Power Party (PPP) from June 2021 to August 2023, as
its inaugural chairman.

During the party's inauguration ceremony Lee pledged
to advocate for a series of reform measures based on
the seats in parliament won in the upcoming elections.
He added that he was ready to join forces with other
minor parties, prompting speculations of a block to be
built to rival South Korea's two major parties, the PPP
and the main opposition Democratic Party (DP).
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38-year-old Harvard graduate Lee is believed to have a
strong voter basis among young male voters. [Yonhap]
[KBS]

This new party's establishment occurred slightly over
three weeks after Lee's departure from the PPP. The
decision to leave was rooted in an enduring dispute
with President Yoon Suk Yeol and his loyalists within
the PPP. Last year, Lee faced a suspension of his PPP
membership for 18 months due to allegations of
sexual bribery in 2013. However, the PPP later
rescinded the suspension in November, as part of a
broader amnesty for suspended members, including
Lee, aimed at consolidating party unity ahead of the
legislative election [see AR No. 45, November/2023, 1].

In a separate move, underscoring the shifting
dynamics of party politics leading up to the election,
Lee Nak-yon, former South Korean prime minister and
five-term lawmaker, announced on January 11 his
departure from the DP to launch a new political party,
citing for his move the DP's degeneration into a one-
man party of party leader Lee Jae-myung [see AiR No.
3. January/2024, 3].

South Korea: President nominates new
justice minister

(ms) On January 23, President Yoon Suk Yeol
nominated Park Sung-jae, the former chief of the Seoul
High Presecturors Office, as new justice minister.

Park, who is currently active in a law firm, was the
former boss of Yoon during his time at the Daegu High
Prosecutors office and is therefore another former
associate of Yoon to get a job.

Just on January 10 Yu Chul-hwan, a person with whom
Yoon started at Seoul National University School
together, was named head of the Anti-Corruption and
Civil Rights Commission. [The Korea Herald] [The
Korea Times] [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Han rejects invitation by
President Yoon to resign

(ms) Less than three months before the general
elections, President Yoon Suk-yeol is said to have send
on January 19 an invitation of resignation to Han Dong-
hoon, the interim leader of the ruling People Power
Party (PPP), which he however rejects.
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The discord emerged over allegations involving the
first lady and party nominations for the upcoming
general elections.

The reason behind the invitation is two-fold and stems
on the one hand from the nomination of a candidate,
Kim Kyung-yul, for the second seat for the Mapo
District (Mapo-B) seat, a move criticized for bypassing
the fair nomination process. However, the real tension
lies in Han's disagreement with the president over the
handling of allegations that the first lady accepted a
luxury handbag as a gift.

The controversy surrounding the first lady's alleged
acceptance of a luxury handbag has become a focal
point. While Han initially dismissed it as a "hidden
camera sting," supporting Yoon's position, he has
shifted his stance, acknowledging it as a "question that
needs to be considered from the public's perspective."

This change, coupled with his endorsement of Kim
Kyung-yul's candidacy, has further fueled discontent
within the ruling party. [Hankyoreh] [The Korea Herald]
[Yonhap News Agency 1]

The meeting between Yoon and Han at the site of a
recent market fire on January 23 suggests an attempt
to repair their strained relationship. However, with the
PPP facing internal dissent and an impending election,
the political turmoil is poised to continue, making the
coming months crucial for the future of the party.
[Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea: Ruling party split over
respond to allegations against first lady

(dqgl) With the legislative elections less than three
months away, South Korea's ruling People Power Party
is facing an internal rift over the question how to
respond to allegations that first lady Kim Keon Hee had
received a luxury bag as a gift in 2022.

Voice of Seoul, a YouTube news channel, had reported
that Kim received a USD 2.200 Christian Dior bag from
a Korean American pastor in September 2022, and
released a secretly filmed video of the meeting
between the first lady and the pastor. It filed a
complaint with the prosecution, accusing the
presidential couple of violating the anti-graft laws.

While some party members call for an apology from
her demand on investigation, other supporters of the
president have condemned the video as a hidden
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camera trap masterminded by political opponents.
[Yonhap] [BNN]

South Korea: Two main parties present
plans to tackle country’s low fertility rate

(ms) South Korea's two main parties the Democratic
Party (DPK) and the People Power Party (PPP) both
have promised similar but separate incentives to tackle
the low birthrate and the accompanying declining
population, with of the upcoming legislative elections
in April less than three months away.

With a fertility rate of 0.78 in 2022, South Korea has the
lowest in the world and is expected to become a
"super-ageing" society by 2025, meaning a population
of which over one-fifth is 65 and older.

To tackle this challenge, both parties are planning to
establish an institution, with the PPP wanting to set up
a demographic bureau under the supervision of the
deputy prime minister and the DPK wanting to
establish a department.

Beyond this commonality, the two parties are pursuing
different strategies. The PPP is focusing primarily on
supporting parents at the workplace, promising more
days off, easier application for and generally longer
parental leave and an increase of the paid childcare
leave from about USD 1.100 to USD 1.500.

The DPK on the other hand plans a big investment
campaign worth around USD 21 billion focusing
primarily on the private life of potential parents. The
money is to be invested among other things in
financial support, with monthly payments of USD 150
per child between 7-18 and USD 375 in salary bonuses
for parents in small-medium enterprises (SME) who
take maternity or parental leave.

In addition, the DPK promises rental apartments for
families. In this context, the term of the USD 75,000
home loans will also to be extended to 10 years for
newly married couples, with interest rates falling with
each child.

However, observers remain skeptical about the extent
to which the two plans presented would actually be
able to solve the problem. According to them, financial
support would primarily provide temporary and less
the required long-term success.

Furthermore, structural problems remain, such as long
working hours and a very competitive work culture,
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both of which are difficult to combine with having to
raise children. [Korea JoongAng Daily] [Reuters] [The
Korea Herald]

South Korea: Revision of rules regarding
transgender women and mandatory
military service proposed

(ms) The South Korean Defense Ministry is proposing a
revision to the mandatory military service rules, aiming
to allow certain transgender women to participate in
alternative service and basic military training.

The proposal, submitted on December 13, suggests
that transgender women who haven't undergone at
least six months of hormone therapy may be eligible
for alternative supplementary service, including three
weeks of boot camp training.

Currently, transgender women which underwent
gender-affirming surgery or with six months or more
of hormone therapy are exempt, while those without
or with less than six months of therapy are required to
retake physical exams.

The ministry seeks to clarify existing rules, citing
complaints about continuous re-examinations for
those not meeting exemption criteria. The plan aims to
create suitable conditions for transgender women
qualifying for supplementary service, addressing
concerns over the fairness and clarity of the exemption
process.

The proposal will now undergo further regulatory and
legislative review. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Resumption of
investigations into possible 2018 Ulsan
election interference

(ms) The Seoul High Prosecutors' Office has ordered a
reinvestigation into allegations of electoral
interference during the 2018 Ulsan mayoral election,
which focus on two high-ranking confidants of the
President from the former Moon Jae-in government.

The two individuals in question, former senior
presidential secretary for civil affairs, Cho Kuk, and
former presidential chief of staff, Im Jong-seok, were
previously cleared of charges in January 2020 due to
insufficient evidence.
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According to the allegations the then-presidential
office ordered Ulsan Police to investigate corruption
allegations against the opposition conservative
candidate, Kim Gi-hyeon. Additionally, there are
allegations that the administration bribed another
Democratic Party primary candidate, Lim Dong-ho, to
support the single candidacy of Song Cheol-ho.

The reinvestigation order, issued in response to a
formal complaint from the ruling People Power Party
(PPP), suggests that the initial investigation may have
had deficiencies also the Seoul Central District Court
included Cho and Im in its ruling in December,
convicting former officials who had worked in Cho's
office at the time.

This move comes after the November 2023 convictions
of former Ulsan Mayor Song Cheol-ho, Ulsan police
chief Hwang Un-ha, and others for violating the Public
Official Election Act. [KBS World] [Korea JoongAng
Daily] [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: One-year extension for
Truth and Reconciliation Commission

(ms) South Korea presidential office has granted a one-
year extension to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, allowing investigations into human rights
violations tied to the last past military regime.

The commission's mandate was extended to late May
2025. President Yoon Suk Yeol emphasized the
importance to “restore the honour of those who were
unjustly victimized” in the country's history.

The commission, originally formed in 2006 with a focus
on the atrocities during the Korean War, was re-
launched in 2020, focusing on human rights abuses
during South Korea's military dictatorships from the
1960s to 1980s.

The extension is crucial as investigators face challenges
handling the large number of cases, with only about
half of the 20,000 cases investigated thus far. Notably,
the commission is examining cases involving 367
Korean adoptees suspecting manipulated biological
origins of foreign adoptions. Many adoptees, placed
with Western parents during the 1970s and '80s, were
falsely registered as orphans, which makes it difficult
to trace their actual origins. [Associated Press]
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South Korea: Defense Ministry joins
investigation of activists who try to enter
presidential office

(ms) The Ministry of Defense is now taking part in the
investigation against the members of the Korean
University Group, who tried to gain access to the
presidential office in early January and is examining
whether the activists have violated martial law.

On January 6, a group of about 20 people, after staging
a protest outside the presidential buildings were
caught trying to get illegal access to the presidential
office. The motive behind the attempt was probably
the probe into the first lady Kim Keon Hee and the
alleged acceptance of gifts in exchange of favors, as
this was the topic of the beforementioned protest.
[The Korea Herald 1]

The background to the investigation is that since the
relocation of the President's Office in 2022, the
presidential compound shares the entrance with the
Ministry of Defense, and the investigation is taking
place independently of the civilian investigations
already underway. [The Korea Herald 2]

South Korea: High raking militaries under
suspicion on misbehavior in case of death
of marine

(ms) The Corruption Investigation Office for High-
ranking Officials (ClO) has executed raids at locations
tied to Marine Corps Commandant Lt. Gen. Kim Kye-
hwan. The investigation revolves around allegations of
exertion of influence concerning the investigation into
the death of a Marine during a search and rescue
mission in heavy rain last year.

The CIO's raided the Marine Corps headquarters in
Hwaseong, Gyeonggi Province, targeting Lt. Gen. Kim's
offices to obtain evidence. The investigation is
centered on suspicions that Kim directed Col. Park
Jung-hun, the lead investigator, to delay and suspend
the transfer of probe findings to the police.

Col. Park, who faced indictment in October on charges
of insubordination and defamation, had initially
pointed fingers at senior Marine officials for negligence
causing death. This triggered a sequence of legal
actions, including searches at the residences and
offices of key figures associated with the case, such as
Yoo Jae-eun, the defense ministry's general counsel,
and Park Jin-hee, a former aide to former Defense
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Minister Lee Jong-sup's. [KBS World] [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea: Opening of military
quantum computing technology institute

(ms) The Korea Research Institute of Standards and
Science (KRISS) opened on January 23 an institute
specialized in developing quantum computing and
sensing technology with military applications.

The institute is located in Daejon and plans over the
next five years, in cooperation with the universities in
the area, to educate future experts and enhance the
country’s quantum technology.

South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program
Administration aims to achieve independence in
military communications by developing quantum
computing technology. This move is crucial due to U.S.
restrictions on certain encryption methods.

Quantum computing can process complex problems
faster than classical computers, particularly beneficial
for cryptography and data analysis. South Korea's
establishment of a specialized institute positions it to
become a leader in military quantum technology
research and enhancing defense capabilities.
[Compsmag] [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: New helicopters delivered
until end of year

(ms) South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) announced on January 19, 2024,
that it is set to deliver the first model of the Light
Armed Helicopter (LAH) to the Army later this year,
marking an important step in modernizing the
country's military aviation capabilities.

The LAH, developed under an eight-year project since
2015 with a budget of USD 490 million, aims to replace
the aging 500MD and AH-1S Cobra attack helicopters
currently in service.

In December 2022, DAPA sealed a 226 million contract
with Korea Aerospace Industries Ltd. (KAI) for the
production of 10 LAHs, with the delivery expected in
December this year. Additionally, a recent deal worth
USD 1 billion was signed with KAl last month for an
undisclosed number of additional LAHSs.
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The new LAHSs are equipped with advanced
armaments, including the Taipers air-to-ground missile
with double the range of existing anti-tank missiles,
2.75-inch rockets, and a 20-millimeter turret gun,
thereby surpassing the force of its predecessors
significantly. The helicopter also features a target
acquisition designation system, an integrated digital
map computer to reduce pilot workload, and other
defense mechanisms against anti-air threats.

Moreover, South Korea's commitment to reducing
reliance on imported air-to-ground missiles is evident
with the homegrown Taipers missile, set for
deployment from 2026 after initiating mass production
this year. [Defense Mirror] [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan: Cabinet resigns ahead of new
legislature

(xc) Premier Chen Chien-jen and all Cabinet ministers
in Taiwan have tendered their resignations in
accordance with constitutional practices. The
resignations, submitted during a weekly Cabinet
meeting, precede the inaugural session of the newly-
elected Legislature, scheduled to commence on
February 1.

This step aligns with Constitutional Court
Interpretation No. 387, which mandates the premier
and their Cabinet to resign before each new
Legislature's first session. The premier, appointed by
the president, is responsible to the Legislature.

Although the resignations have been submitted, it is
expected to be a mere formality. President Tsai Ing-
wen is anticipated to request the cabinet to continue in
their roles temporarily, maintaining their duties until
President-elect Lai Ching-te assumes office on May 20.

The forthcoming Legislature session will see a diverse
representation, with no single political party holding a
clear majority. The composition includes 52 members
from the main opposition party, the Kuomintang
(KMT), 51 from the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
eight from the Taiwan People’s Power (TPP), and two
independents.

Meanwhile, the Central Election Commission (CEC)
officially declared Vice President Lai Ching-te
President-elect of the Republic of China (Taiwan) on
January 19, following his victory in the race for
presidency on January 13 [see AiR No. 3, January/2024,
3]. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Focus Taiwan 2]
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Taiwan: KMT’s Han Kuo-yu to run for
Legislative Yuan speaker

(jr) Legislator-elect of the Kuomintang (KMT) Han Kuo-
yu announced January 19 that he would run for the
speaker of the legislature. At the same time, he
indicated a willingness to accept a candidate from the
Taiwan People's Party (TPP) as his deputy, opening a
potential cooperation between the two parties against
the Democratic Progressive Party of President-elect Lai
Ching-te.

The former mayor of the southern city Kaohsiung and
presidential contender 2020 said he was running to
return the Legislative Yuan to its rightful role of
overseeing and balancing the other branches of
government, in contrast to what he called “rubber
stamp” parliament it became over the past eight years
during which the DPP held both the presidency and
the majority in the legislature.

In Taiwan's January 13 legislative election, no political
party secured the 57 seats needed for a majority in the
113-seat Legislature. The KMT became the strongest
party winning 52, followed by the DPP with 51 and the
TPP eight. The remaining two seats were secured by
two independent candidates who are considered close
to the KMT.

Meanwhile, KMT Chair Eric Chu announced on January
17 January that he would not resign from his post
despite his party failing to win the presidential election.
KMT candidate Hou Yu-ih finished in second place, 7
percent behind DPP candidate Lai Ching-te. Following
the defeat, calls have emerged for Chu to step down.

Newly elected Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) legislator
Huang Kuo-chang became the focus of attention
because he opened an office in New Taipei City's
Bangiao District despite having been elected on a
nationwide party list, per UDN.

As Bangiao is the seat of the New Taipei City
Government, his move was seen as preparation for an
eventual campaign for mayor.

The incumbent defeated Kuomintang (KMT)
presidential candidate Hou Yu-ih and is barred from
running for a third consecutive term as mayor. [Focus
Taiwan] [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: LGBTQ+ group calls for
reproductive rights for single and lesbian
women

(xc) The Taiwan Alliance to Promote Civil Partnership
Rights (TAPCPR), an LGBTQ+ advocacy organization,
has called on the government to extend reproductive
rights to single women and lesbian couples.

As the Ministry of Health and Welfare prepares to
amend the Assisted Reproduction Act, the group
emphasizes the need for equal access to sperm and
egg donation services for these groups, similar to the
rights heterosexual couples currently enjoy.

They also touched upon the topic of surrogacy for gay
or infertile couples, emphasizing the importance of
safeguarding the rights and bodily autonomy of
surrogates and children involved.

Health Minister Hsueh Jui-yuan acknowledged the
challenges in amending the act but stated it as a
priority. The issue gains complexity due to the new
composition of the legislature, where no party holds a
majority, necessitating consensus building for any
amendments.

Legislative discussions have highlighted that surrogacy,
while illegal in Taiwan, is an option abroad for
Taiwanese. However, this raise concerns around
contract breaches and compensation, as well as the
ethical consideration of treating surrogates as mere
“tools.” [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Transgender group face
challenges

(xc) The Taiwan Tongzhi (LGBTQ+) Hotline Association
has released a report highlighting the numerous
challenges and misunderstandings transgender
individuals encounter in Taiwan.

According to the report, only 8 percent of the 832
surveyed transgender individuals have officially
changed their gender identity on their identification
documents. Many avoid gender-divided public spaces
like spas, swimming pools, and gyms. Over half feel
uncomfortable using public restrooms, with nearly a
third opting to endure discomfort rather than use the
facilities. 17 percent reported job rejections due to
their transgender identity. Transgender individuals
often face speculation and inappropriate comments
about their gender at work.
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The report calls for more public education and efforts
from the government and companies to enhance
understanding of the transgender community. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: First batch one-year compulsory
military training kicked off

(xc) Taiwan is preparing to initiate the training for its
first batch of one-year compulsory military recruits on
January 25, as part of its new military policy. This
development follows the reinstatement of one-year
mandatory military service by the Taiwanese
government in December 2022, aimed at bolstering
military capabilities.

The training program, lasting eight weeks, is divided
into four stages, focusing on enhancing physical
fitness, combat skills, and marksmanship, with periodic
evaluations. The training's objective is to instill in
conscripts the ability to follow orders, national
identification, loyalty, patriotism, and the capacity to
execute task-oriented commands.

Recruits who fail the overall assessment will undergo
an additional week of training and reevaluation. Those
still unable to pass the supplementary assessment will
not receive a specialization certificate or be eligible for
any professional bonus. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Indigenous submarine Haikun
undergoing tests

(xc) Taiwan's first domestically built defense
submarine, the Hai Kun, also known as the "Narwhal,"
is currently in the process of harbor acceptance tests
and is scheduled to start sea acceptance tests by the
end of next month at the earliest, according to a
military source. This development marks a significant
step in Taiwan's efforts to bolster its naval capabilities
amid growing threats from the People's Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) of China.

The production of the Hai Kun-class submarines will be
executed in three batches, which will eventually
expand Taiwan's submarine fleet to a total of 10 attack
submarines. The two Chien Lun-class submarines will
continue to be operational following their upgrade,
contributing to the strengthened naval force.

The Hai Kun is equipped with 18 MK-48 Mod 6
Advanced Technology (AT) heavyweight torpedoes, and
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it possesses the capability to launch various types of
missiles, with a likelihood of incorporating foreign-
manufactured weapons.

According to Institute of National Defense and Security
Research fellow Su Tzu-yun, a minimum of eight new
vessels should be considered essential. Ideally, a fleet
size double that number would be ideal to maintain
operational, training, and maintenance needs.

With the Taiwan People's Party, led by Chairman Ko
Wen-je, holding a decisive minority in the new
legislature and expressing support for military
spending, securing defense funding is expected to be
feasible. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Anti-submarine warfare light
frigate being built

(xc) Taiwan has started building its second light frigate
for anti-submarine warfare, complementing another
frigate focused on air defense.

Part of the "New Generation Light Frigate" project
managed by CSBC Corporation, these vessels are
equipped with advanced features like canister missile
launchers and towed array sonar. With a budget of
807.65 million USD, the project aims to complete both
ships by 2026. These 10 new light frigates, replacing
the older Chi Yang-class frigates, will primarily conduct
surveillance in the Taiwan Strait, escort missions, and
support military exercises and training. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Navy sea control missile
command to be established

(xc) Taiwan’'s Navy plans to establish the Sea Control
Missile Command in Yunlin County's Huwei Township
by the end of this year.

This command will be led by a rear admiral,
highlighting the growing significance of the navy's anti-
ship missile forces. The command center will consist of
administrative and barracks facilities, but no missile
depot, due to local resistance against having a
potential target in the event of a Chinese attack.

The navy's existing Hai Feng Shore Based Anti-ship
Missile Group, controlling fixed and mobile anti-ship
missile squadrons, will be restructured to
accommodate the growing number of mobile
squadrons. The new Sea Control Missile Command will
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manage these forces, along with new mobile missile
squadrons.

Additionally, Taiwan's military is boosting the
production of Hsiung Feng Il and Il missile systems in
the next two years in response to Chinese threats.
Improvements in range, maneuverability, and anti-
electronic warfare capabilities are being made to these
systems.

The deployment of these missiles, especially the
extended-range versions, is expected to significantly
enhance Taiwan's maritime defense capabilities in key
areas. More mobile launch vehicles for the Hsiung
Feng missile systems are also being planned to
increase their operational flexibility. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: New Air Force facility underway

(jr) Taiwan Air Force is building a new facility for the
Fourth Tactical Fighter Wing.

The new military facility will be a large ammunition
depot, with construction expected to be completed by
March 2025. A budget of USD 5.2 million has been
allocated for this project.

This new facility will have communication, surveillance
systems, firefighting equipment, a broadcast system,
and final ammunition.

Meanwhile, Taiwan's Navy is building two new missile
bases in Hualien County. It plans to build the FXN base
in Xincheng Township and the N425 base in Ji An
Township for NT$1.71 billion (US$55.15 million). The
two projects with an estimate cost of USD 55.15 million
are expected to be completed by April 2026. [Taiwan
News]
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Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League rejects
notion of seeking validation, warns
against violence

(Im) During an address at the Awami League
President's office in Dhaka, the general secretary of the
party and Road Transport and Bridges Minister,
Obaidul Quader, refuted claims that the government is
seeking validation and described it as "a patriotic
government" proactively managing commodity prices.
[The Financial Express]

He criticized the main opposition BNP for its conduct
and stated that the government is prepared to
confront any violence that may arise from protests.
Quader also criticized the BNP's recent activities,
describing them as attempts to undermine the
country's democratic culture and warned that any acts
of terrorism or public disruption will face legal action.

Bangladesh: Jatiya Party victim of
conspiracies for a long time, party
chairman says

(Im) Ghulam Muhammad Quader, the chairman of the
Jatiya Party, stated that his party has been targeted by
various conspiracies since losing power in 1991. He
emphasized the popularity of the Jatiya Party's
founding Chairman Hussain Muhammad Ershad, a
former Chief of Army Staff who established the party in
1986, but noted that rivals had attempted to
undermine his popularity over the years. Quader also
addressed speculations about party divisions,
dismissing such claims. [The Financial Express]

Regarding the opposition party, Quader expressed
hope that the Jatiya Party, with its 11 members, would
serve as the opposition party in parliament. However,
he affirmed that if this does not occur, the Jatiya Party
will continue to criticize the government for the welfare
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of the country and its people, as it has done in the
past.

Bangladesh: Election Commission
discloses draft list of total voters

(Im) The Election Commission of Bangladesh has
unveiled the draft list of total voters for the recently
held 12th parliamentary election, a legal requirement.
The draft reveals that the country has a total of
121,775,450 voters, comprising 62,090,137 males,
59,684,389 females, and 924 individuals belonging to
the third gender category. To provide context, the list
published before the parliamentary elections in
September indicated 119,689,289 voters. The final
voter list is expected to be officially published on
March 2. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Responsibilities assigned to
Prime Minister’s advisors

(Im) Six individuals have been appointed as advisors to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in Bangladesh. These
advisors will hold ministerial rank and receive
corresponding benefits during their tenure. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The appointments include Dr. Mashiur Rahman as the
economic affairs advisor, Dr. Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury
as the energy, power, and mineral resources advisor,
Dr. Gowher Rizvi as the international relations affairs
advisor, Salman Fazlur Rahman as the private industry
and investment advisor, Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser
Chowdhury as the education and cultural affairs
advisor, and Major General (retd) Tarique Ahmed
Siddique as the security advisor. Additionally, Sajeeb
Wazed Joy has been reappointed as the honorary
information and communication technology advisor to
the Prime Minister.

Bangladesh: Main opposition BNP back to
street protests next week

(Im) Bangladesh's main opposition party, BNP, is set to
resume nationwide street protests next week,
demanding the government's resignation. BNP Senior
Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi announced
that they will stage black flag processions on January
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26 in all district headquarters and on January 27 in all
cities. [Dhaka Tribune]

In parallel, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has also
declared a two-day protest starting on January 26,
focusing on the importance of a corruption-free
society, constitutional rights, and justice.

Notably, Ganatantra Mancha, an alliance of six political
parties supporting the BNP's anti-government
movement, has not announced any program for the
two days, instead scheduling their rallies and
processions for January 30. This suggests a potential
division in joint protests among opposition parties.

Bangladesh: 22,000 lawsuits pending at
labor courts

(Im) In Bangladesh, over 21,600 labor-related lawsuits
are pending in the country's labor courts, with
approximately 75 percent of them unresolved within
the stipulated time, according to a report submitted to
the High Court. Many of these cases have been
pending for years, with some workers losing hope of
receiving their entitled compensation and service
benefits. [Prothom Alo]

The delays in settling these cases are attributed to
several factors, including the shortage of labor courts,
ineffective dispute resolution mechanisms, and legal
tactics employed by employers' lawyers to prolong the
litigation process. While efforts have been made to
address the backlog of cases and increase the number
of labor courts, challenges persist in ensuring timely
justice for workers seeking legal remedies.

Bangladesh: 157 foreigners languish in
prisons beyond sentences, await
repatriation

(Im) A report submitted to the High Court reveals that
157 foreigners have completed their sentences for
various crimes in prisons across Bangladesh but are
awaiting repatriation. Among them, 150 are Indian
citizens, five are from Myanmar, and one each from
Pakistan and Nepal. This includes 19 women. [Dhaka
Tribune]

These foreign nationals were typically imprisoned for
illegal entry, passport offenses, and narcotics-related
crimes. The court has ordered the Inspector General of
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Prisons to provide a list of foreign nationals who have
not been repatriated despite serving their sentences,
and the next hearing on the matter is scheduled for
March 10.

Bangladesh: Clinic director, two others
arrested for selling newborn

(Im) Three individuals, including the director of a clinic,
have been arrested in Rangpur, Bangladesh, for their
involvement in the sale of a newborn baby. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The incident unfolded when a financially
disadvantaged woman gave birth to a baby boy via
Caesarean section. The clinic authorities demanded
about USD 455 for the surgery, an amount the
woman's husband couldn't afford. In a desperate
move, they secretly sold their child for around USD 365
to the clinic authorities.

Subsequently, the woman filed a complaint with the
police, leading to the rescue of the child and the
arrests of those involved. However, the woman's
husband remains at large, and efforts are underway to
apprehend him.

Bangladesh: Five ministers hold urgent
meeting on commodity prices

(Im) In Bangladesh, an emergency inter-ministerial
meeting led by Finance Minister Abul Hasan Mahmud
Ali has resulted in a decision to launch an integrated
market management and monitoring strategy. This
initiative is aimed at countering market manipulation
and curbing the increasing prices of essential goods in
preparation for Ramadan. The plan seeks to pinpoint
individuals responsible for price manipulation,
especially for items such as rice, flour, oil, sugar,
potatoes, onions, beef, eggs, and poultry products.
Additionally, stricter legal measures will be
implemented as needed to regulate prices effectively.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: 506 people's identities used
for illicit loans

(kb) In Longdu, Bangladesh, a fraudulent group used
the identities of over 506 individuals, including
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laborers and beggars, to secure loans from Sonali Bank
12 years ago. The victims were unaware of these loans
until recently when they received notices from the
bank, revealing the debt, which has now grown
significantly. The investigation found that corrupt bank
officials and local agents were involved in the
fraudulent scheme. While the allegations were
confirmed, it remains unclear if the victims can have
the loans forgiven. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Bank managing directors
relocate to Canada's Begum Para for
security after retirement

(kb) Bank Managing Directors in Bangladesh often
choose to settle in Begum Para, a Toronto
neighborhood populated by upper-class Bangladeshis,
after their retirement. This decision is driven by their
concerns about personal and financial security, as they
believe their savings are safer in Canada thanin
Bangladesh. This trend contributes to capital flight
from Bangladesh, primarily due to security concerns,
highlighting the need for the government to ensure
capital safety domestically. [The Daily Star]

Shamsul Alam, former state minister for planning, also
raised questions about certain financial regulations in
Bangladesh, suggesting that they may lead to the use
of informal money transfer channels like hundi, which
can negatively impact the formal economy.

Alam emphasized the importance of enhancing the
security of capital within Bangladesh to prevent capital
flight. He recommended improving the rule of law in
the country to retain talent and capital and suggested
easing gold import regulations to encourage value-
added businesses and job creation within Bangladesh.

Bangladesh: No need to panic about
ongoing economic crises, chamber of
commerce says

(kb) Bangladesh's Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) has advised against panicking over the
country's ongoing economic challenges. These
challenges include difficulties in opening letters of
credit (LCs), high inflation, low foreign currency
reserves, and non-performing loans (NPLs). [The Daily
Star]
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DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed noted that compared to
other countries, Bangladesh has been less affected by
inflation. He emphasized the changing economic
landscape in Bangladesh over the past 15 years, with
increased contributions from the industrial sector.

Ahmed also highlighted that the country's forex
reserves are sufficient to cover over three months of
import bills and that its debt-to-GDP ratio remains
lower than in neighboring countries. Additionally, the
DCCI President mentioned that despite growth in the
banking sector's assets, the increase in NPLs has been
relatively moderate.

Bhutan: Local government introduces
mandatory drug test

(Im) Leaders of Punakha's local government have
introduced mandatory drug testing for all members,
emphasizing their commitment to transparency and
ethical governance. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Draft 13th Plan envisions 12
percent of capital budget for education

(Im) Bhutan's upcoming five-year-plan, the 13th Plan,
sets aside approximately USD 330 million, or 12
percent of the total capital budget of around USD 2.5
billion, for education transformation. Key initiatives
include merging schools to enhance efficiency and
upgrading infrastructure. [Kuensel]

India: Prime Minister Modi inaugurates
grand Hindu temple with eye on
upcoming elections

(fd/Im) On January 22, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the Ram Mandir temple in Ayodhya,
in Uttar Pradesh state. The inauguration of the temple,
which is still far from complete, comes as Modi and his
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) prepare
to run for a record third consecutive term in elections
this spring. [Reuters] [NBC News]

The Ram Mandir, with an estimated cost of USD 217
million, is dedicated to Lord Ram, the most revered
deity in Hinduism, and it is transforming Ayodhya, a
city of about 3 million people, into a tourist hub that
officials hope will be a Hindu version of the Vatican.
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This temple is built on the site where the Babri Masjid,
a mosque that had stood for nearly 500 years before it
destroyed by Hindu extremists in 1992, leading to
communal violence that claimed approximately 2,000
lives across the country. Many Hindus believe that Lord
Ram was born in Ayodhya, precisely at the location
where the mosque once stood.

After decades of legal disputes between Hindus and
Muslims, India's Supreme Court ruled in 2019 that the
site rightfully belonged to Hindus, clearing the path for
the construction of the Ram Mandir. Additionally, the
court called for the construction of a new mosque in a
prominent location. However, local Muslim community
members were allocated an isolated areaOabout 24
kilometers away from the original site of the Babri
Masjid.

This event also fulfills another of Modi's significant
promises, all of which are interconnected with Hindu
nationalism. First, he revoked the special autonomous
status of Indian-administered Kashmir in 2019,
granting New Delhi more control over the Muslim-
majority region. In 2020, he amended the citizenship
law to provide refuge and Indian citizenship to those
who fled from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, or Pakistan
due to religious persecution, but excluded Muslim
refugees. The consecration of the Ram Mandir is yet
another milestone that the BJP has been advocating
for over several decades.

India: Rahul Gandhi’s cross-country march
faces obstacles as police prevent shrine
visit

(Im) Opposition Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's 6,700-
kilometer march across India, known as the "Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra," faced disruptions when Assam Police
prevented him from visiting Batadrava Than, a shrine
and birthplace of the 15th-16th-century saint-reformer
Srimanta Sankaradeva. He was also barred from
holding a meeting in Morigaon district due to cited law
and order concerns. [The Hindu]

This march, which began on January 14, follows
Gandhi's previous 4,000-kilometer "unity march,"
completed almost a year ago, which took him from
India's southern tip in Kanyakumari to Srinagar in
Indian-administered Kashmir in the north. The current
campaign, however, involves traversing the country
from east to west, combining bus travel with segments
on foot, and is scheduled to conclude in Mumbai after
66 days.
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India: Supreme Court to decide if central
government encroached into ‘legislative
domain’ of Punjab state

(Im) India's Supreme Court on January 22 decided to
examine whether all border states must be treated
equally when demarcating the area of jurisdiction for
the Border Security Force (BSF). This comes after
Punjab state challenged a decision by the central
government to extend the BSF's jurisdiction from 15
kilometers to 50 kilometers from the Indo-Pakistan
border, alleging that it encroached upon the state's
powers. [The Hindu]

The court will assess whether this extension of
jurisdiction is arbitrary and unconstitutional
interference with Punjab's authority. The decision will
also consider the factors to be taken into account
when determining the BSF's jurisdiction in a border
area within a state. The matter will be heard in April.

India: Supreme Court criticizes litigants
for use of falsehoods, materialism in post-
Independence era

(Im) In a recent judgment, the Supreme Court of India
criticized the prevalence of materialism and the pursuit
of personal gain among litigants in post-Independence
India, stating that these factors have led to the use of
falsehoods, misrepresentation, and suppression of
facts in court proceedings. [The Hindu]

The court ordered that bail pleas must now include
details and copies of previous bail orders and their
status in other courts, aiming to combat the practice of
suppressing material facts in litigation. The court also
urged investigating officers to inform the State counsel
of any previous bail orders.

India: Religious dominance in area not
grounds to deny permission for religious
events, Supreme Court rules

(Im) The Supreme Court of India has ruled that a
dominant concentration of one religious community in
an area or neighborhood cannot be a grounds for
denying permission to another religious community to
hold prayer meetings or public events there. The court
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emphasized that the presence of homogeneous
communities should not prevent events from being
held and that permission should not be denied solely
based on the religious demographics of an area. The
ruling came in response to a petition challenging the
Tamil Nadu Police's order prohibiting a religious event
in a predominantly Christian village. [The Hindu]

India: 81 percent of citizen responses have
affirmed simultaneous polls, law ministry
says

(Im) The high-level committee (HLC) on the "One
Nation One Election" proposal, led by President Ram
Nath Kovind, has received over 20,000 responses from
citizens, with 81 percent of them affirming the idea of
simultaneous elections, according to the Law Ministry.
The committee has also sought suggestions from
political parties, and 17 parties have responded so far.
[The Hindu]

“One Nation, One Election” is a proposal under
consideration by the central government to
synchronize elections for the the lower house of
parliament and all state assemblies. It intends to hold
these elections simultaneously, either on a single day
or within a specific time frame.

India: JD(U) overhauls leadership team
ahead of election; former party president
excluded

(Im) The Janata Dal (United) (JD(U)), an Indian political
party with political presence mainly in eastern and
northeastern India, has undergone a major overhaul of
its national team in preparation for the upcoming
election to parliament’s lower house. This marks the
first announcement of new office-bearers since Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar assumed the role of the
party's national president. [The Hindu]

Notably, Nitish Kumar's predecessor, Rajiv Ranjan
Singh (Lalan Singh), is absent from the new list. Five
serving MPs who previously held roles as party
national general secretaries have also been removed
from the list of office-bearers. Additionally, K.C. Tyagi
has been elevated from special advisor to political
advisor, and the party's spokespersons include Tyagi
and Rajeeb Ranjan. Other leadership changes have
been made, including the appointment of Bashishtha
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Narayan Singh as the national vice-president of the
party.

India: Government bans foreign donations
for Centre for Policy Research

(fd) The Indian government has banned the Centre for
Policy Research (CPR), a public policy think-tank, from
receiving foreign funding. The ban comes after the CPR
had its license to receive foreign donations
provisionally suspended in February last year following
tax department raids in September 2022.

The reasons for the ban are unclear, with CPR's
president, Yamini Aiyar, stating that some of the
reasons challenge the very basis of a research
institution's functioning. The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation and the US State Department were among
CPR's international donors. [The Wire] [The Straits
Times]

India: Only 13 out of 42 sitting Delhi High
Court judges have voluntarily declared
their assets

(fd) Over the past five years, there has been a decline
in the number of judges at the Delhi High Court who
have voluntarily disclosed their assets on the official
website. Currently, only 13 judges out of a total of 42
have publicly declared their assets, compared to 2018
when 29 judges out of 35 made such declarations. [The
Hindu]

The Delhi High Court had introduced this transparency
initiative following a full court resolution in 2009, but
many judges have stopped declaring their assets. Only
11.8 percent of the total 778 High Court judges in the
country have voluntarily declared their assets. In light
of this, there have been calls to make it mandatory for
judges to declare their assets annually, similar to other
Constitutional authorities and civil servants.

India: Expelled lawmaker Mahua Moitra
vacates government bungalow

(Im) Former All India Trinamool Congress lawmaker
Mahua Moitra has vacated her government
accommodation in New Delhi following an eviction
notice issued by the Directorate of Estates (DoE).
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Earlier, the Delhi High Court refused to stay the
eviction notice and instructed her to vacate the
government bungalow, stating that no specific rule had
been presented concerning the eviction of MPs from
government accommodation after they cease to be
lawmakers. [The Hindu]

This development comes after India's parliament in
December last year expelled Moitra, an opposition
lawmaker known for her fierce criticism of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the influential Adani
conglomerate. This expulsion came after an
investigation into allegations that Moitra accepted gifts
from a businessman in exchange for raising
parliamentary questions, including about Adani's
founder Gautam Adani. [AiR No. 50, December/2023,
2]

India: Authorities search 22 locations in
alleged illegal immigration case

(Im) The Enforcement Directorate (ED) conducted
searches at 22 locations in Delhi, Ahmedabad, Surat,
and Mehsana related to an alleged illegal immigration
case. The investigation is based on two First
Information Reports filed in Gujarat, accusing
individuals of facilitating illegal immigration since 2015
by charging large sums of money and using fabricated
documents to secure visas for Indian citizens. During
the searches, the ED seized approximately USD
200,000 in cash, USD 28,000 in foreign currencies, and
digital evidence. [The Hindu]

India: Soldier killed in Jammu and Kashmir
through landmine

(fd) On January 18, one soldier was killed and two
others were injured in a landmine explosion close to
the Line of Control in India’s Jammu and Kashmir union
territory. The incident occurred when they were
patrolling the area, and one of them accidentally
stepped on an old land mine, triggering an explosion.
[The Indian Express]

India: Five civilians killed, and Manipur
government asks for helicopters after
killing of two police personnel
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(fd) On January 17, two police personnel were killed in
the border city Moreh in Manipur.

The Manipur Home Department Commissioner
requested helicopters for medical as well as defense
purposes from the Union Ministry of Home Affairs.

The attack is linked to the tensions in Moreh that have
resulted in several fire exchanges between security
personnel and militants. Especially actions by
Myanmari Kuki militants cause friction with the local
police. [The Indian Express]

On January 18, the police reported that four civilians
were killed in the Bishnupur district and one in the
Kangpokpi district by unknown perpetrators. [India
Today]

India: CBI files chargesheet in Manipur
arms looting case

(fd) India’'s Central Bureau of Investigation has filed a
chargesheet against five individuals in connection with
the looting of arms and ammunition from Manipur
Police Training College (MPTC) in Imphal in May 2023.
[Hindustan Times]

The incident occurred during ethnic clashes between
the tribal Kukis and dominant Meiteis. Over 200 people
have been killed in the violence, and government
estimates indicate that around 5,600 weapons and
650,000 rounds of ammunition were looted in various
incidents, with some recovery efforts underway.

India: Warship responds to distress call of
merchant vessel in Gulf of Aden

(fd) On January 17, the Indian Navy's destroyer INS
Visakhapatnam responded to a distress call from the
Marshall Island-flagged merchant vessel m.v.Genco
Picardy following a drone attack in the Red Sea. The
vessel was intercepted, and EOD specialists from INS
Visakhapatnam boarded the vessel to inspect the
damage. No casualties were reported, and the vessel is
heading to its next port of call. [Hindustan Times]

This incident is part of a series of drone attacks on
ships in the region, and the Indian Navy has deployed
warships in the area for anti-piracy and maritime
security duties.
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The Maldives: All candidates allowed to
participate in coalition’s parliamentary
primary

(aa) In the Maldives, President and People's National
Congress (PNC) leader, Mohamed Muizzu, has
reversed the rejection of candidacies in the Progressive
Party of Maldives-PNC coalition's parliamentary
primary. The decision follows protests by members
whose candidacies were initially denied. Some
members received rejection letters citing reasons such
as causing discord within the coalition and insufficient
party service. [SunOnline]

The primary is rescheduled for January 27, following
two previous postponements. The parliamentary
election is slated for March 17, coinciding with
Ramadan.

In December of last year, Muizzu was appointed as the
leader of the PPM/PNC coalition after former President
Abdulla Yameen's exit from the PPM had created a
leadership vacuum within the coalition [see AiR No. 50,
December/2023, 2]. Yameen has since founded his
own political party, the People's National Front (PNF).

The Maldives: Newly elected mayor
accuses Ministry of Infrastructure of
constitutional violations

(aa) The newly elected mayor of the Maldivian capital,
Male, Adam Azim, has raised concerns about potential
constitutional violations regarding the transfer of
several major projects from the Male City Council to
the Ministry of Construction and Infrastructure. [Sun
Online]

This transfer has been proposed by Mohamed Shahid,
the Secretary to the President on Corporate
Development, as a means to expedite ongoing
construction and infrastructure projects. Azim,
however, has expressed reservations about this
decision, pointing to the preferences of Male residents
as demonstrated in the recent mayoral by-election.

The Maldives: Maldives International
Financial Services Authority established

(aa) Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu has
established the Maldives International Financial
Services Authority (MIFSA). The primary goal of MIFSA
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is to create a legal framework for onshore and offshore
financing services, as stipulated by existing laws. [The
edition]

Nepal: President, Parliament move
toward resolution in general secretary
appointment dispute

(Im) A resolution seems likely in the ongoing dispute
between the President's Office and Parliament over
the appointment of the general secretary at the
Parliament Secretariat in Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post]

The conflict began when the outgoing general
secretary, Bharat Raj Gautam, submitted his
resignation to President Ramchandra Paudel on
December 10 last year. Subsequently, House Speaker
Dev Raj Ghimire recommended Padma Prasad Pandey,
a deputy attorney general affiliated with the main
opposition Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist), as Gautam's replacement. However, the
President refused to act on the recommendation,
citing procedural flaws and a lack of due process.

After a month-long standoff, both sides have agreed to
resolve the matter. The President's legal advisor stated
that the appointment of the general secretary would
proceed soon, with a new recommendation to be
submitted by the Parliament Secretariat.

The constitution mandates that the general secretary
of the federal parliament is recommended to the
President in consultation with the Speaker and the
chairperson of the National Assembly, but it does not
specify a deadline for this process.

Nepal: New evidence shows RSP party
chief’s dishonest share deal

(Im) New evidence has emerged indicating that Rabi
Lamichhane, chairman of the Rastriya Swatantra Party,
allegedly misappropriated deposits from a cooperative
to purchase shares in a media company. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Contrary to his claims, Lamichhane did not receive
“sweat shares” of the media company and reportedly
used people's savings from various cooperatives to
buy shares. Records from the Company Registrar's
Office and banking transactions show that NPR 18
million (about USD 135,000) was transferred to
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Lamichhane's bank account when he left Gorkha Media
Network, where he was the managing director.

Nepal: Prime Minister orders federal
police adjustment amid provincial
pressure

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal on
January 17 ordered the adjustment of the federal
police force to align with provincial police forces,
responding to pressure from provincial governments.
A 15-day deadline has been set to complete this
process by the end of the month. [The Kathmandu
Post]

The directive from the prime minister aims to devolve
constitutional authority to the provinces by
implementing the Police Personnel Adjustment Act and
the Act to Govern the Operation, Supervision, and
Coordination of Nepal Police and Provincial Police
Forces. These acts empower the federal government to
assign a deputy inspector general of Nepal Police as a
provincial police chief and allow the transfer of
personnel to other provinces or departments in
consultation with provincial governments.

Provincial governments, particularly those in the
Madhesh region, had been pressuring the federal
government to expedite the police force adjustment
and enact a federal civil service law. Last November, an
all-party team from Madhesh Province had issued a 30-
day ultimatum to Dahal, demanding action on their six-
point demands, with the threat of protests if their
concerns were not addressed promptly. Later, all six
provinces joined forces to assert their constitutional
rights, intensifying pressure on the federal
government.

Nepal: President urges effective
implementation of constitution to end
public frustration

(Im) Nepal's President Ramchandra Paudel has called
on political party leaders to focus on implementing the
constitution effectively to empower Nepali citizens.
During a gathering at his residence, he emphasized the
need to formulate necessary laws to realize the
constitution's vision. [The Kathmandu Post]

Last November, chief ministers of all seven provinces
expressed dissatisfaction with the central
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government's delay in formulating laws to empower
provincial governments and submitted a
memorandum to Prime Minister Dahal highlighting
their concerns. [AIR No. 49, December/2023, 1]

Nepal: Cabinet makes appointments to
organizations, sends amendments to acts
for approval

(Im) During a recent meeting, Nepal's Council of
Ministers made several appointments to various
organizations, including the Citizen Investment Trust,
the Cultural Corporation, and the Naradevi Ayurveda
Hospital Development Committee. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Furthermore, the government sent an ordinance to
President Ramchandra Paudel for authentication to
amend the Financial Procedures and Fiscal
Accountability Act. This ordinance includes changes in
the provisions related to the preparation of the annual
budget and pre-budget discussions in the parliament.
The government also approved the tabling of a bill to
amend the Political Parties Act in Parliament.

Nepal: Ruling Maoist Centre plans to
reduce party committee sizes through
restructuring

(Im) Nepal's ruling Communist Party (Maoist Centre)
plans to streamline its party committees by reducing
their size. Currently, the party's central committee has
over 600 members, which is considered too large.
Party committees have been asked to provide
feedback by February 7, and a three-day statute
convention starting February 13 will finalize the
changes [see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3]. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The draft statute aims to reduce the central
committee, currently with over 600 members, to 151
members. Additionally, the size of the politburo will be
reduced to one-third of the central committee, and the
standing committee will be one-third the size of the
politburo if these proposed provisions are approved.

The draft statute envisions collective leadership within
the party, with positions like chairperson, senior vice-
chair, vice-chair, general secretary, deputy general
secretary, secretary, and treasurer. It also includes
provisions for reservations for marginalized and
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underprivileged communities, with 49 percent
representation in all party committees. Women are
expected to hold 35 percent of positions, and
representatives must have been with the party for ten
years to participate in the general convention.

Notably, there is also discussion within the party about
the selection process for party leadership, with some
advocating for leadership elections through voting, a
departure from the traditional appointment by party
leaders.

Nepal: Electricity Authority plans to fund
major hydro, transmission projects
through IPO

(Im) The Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) intends to
raise approximately NPR 70 billion (about USD 589
million) through an Initial Public Offering (IPO) to fund
various hydropower and transmission line projects.
The NEA's proposal for the IPO has been submitted to
the Cabinet for approval. [The Kathmandu Post]

The state-owned power utility is looking to sell up to 10
percent of its shares to the general public. The funds
raised from the IPO will be used to support large-scale
projects such as the Dudhkoshi, Upper Arun, Arun-4,
Budhi Gandaki, and Chainpur Seti hydropower
projects, with a combined capacity of around 3,000
MW. Additionally, investments will go into building
400kV transmission lines and substations across the
country.

Pakistan: Election Commission releases
list of nominees for February 8 elections

(Im) The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has
released the list of contesting candidates for the
upcoming general elections, which are scheduled to
take place on February 8. The list includes prominent
politicians from various parties, including former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, former President Asif Ali
Zardari, PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, and PTI
leader Khawaja Saad Rafig, among others. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Supreme Court hears former
high court judge’s petition against his
removal


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-cj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-ct/

(Im) The Supreme Court of Pakistan is currently
hearing a petition filed by former Islamabad High
Court judge Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui against his removal
from service. Justice Siddiqui was dismissed from his
position in 2018 for a speech he delivered at the
Rawalpindi Bar Association, in which he accused the
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) of influencing court
proceedings and forming benches of choice. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Party of ex-Premier Nawaz
Sharif launches election campaign

(Im) The Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N), led by
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and considered
the frontrunner for the country's February 8 election,
officially launched its campaign on January 15. Sharif's
daughter, Maryam Nawaz, who is seen as his political
heir, initiated a rally in Okara, Punjab province, and
promised that voting for the PML-N would reduce
household expenses in a country with high inflation,
around 30 percent in recent months.

Sharif, a veteran of Pakistani politics and a three-time
former prime minister, returned to Pakistan in late
2023 after four years of self-exile in London. A court
ruling on January 8 cleared the way for him to run for a
fourth term after his previous corruption charges were
overturned on appeal [see AR No. 2, January/2024, 2].

Analysts believe that Pakistan's powerful military is
supporting Sharif, as they had a standoff with Imran
Khan, his main rival who is currently serving a prison
sentence. This support gives Sharif an advantage in a
country where the military holds significant influence
over government affairs. The military denies these
accusations, insisting on its apolitical stance.

The PML-N enjoys deep support in Punjab, Pakistan's
most populous province, and Sharif is expected to lead
rallies there in the coming weeks, besides in the
northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Other
major players like the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
have also started their campaigns, though they have
been more subdued compared to previous elections.
[Arab News] [Deutsche Welle] [The Straits Times]

Pakistan: PTI of jailed ex-Premier Khan
vows to contest upcoming election
despite electoral symbol ban
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(Im) Candidates from Pakistan’s main opposition party,
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), will participate in
the country's February elections as independents with
different election symbols. Furthermore, the party
created an online portal to inform supporters about
the list of approved candidates for the elections, and
these candidates will contest under various symbols.
[The Straits Times]

The move comes after the Supreme Court upheld the
Election Commission's decision to remove PTI's cricket-
bat symbol, citing alleged irregularities in recent
internal party elections. The party had appealed the
commission’s decision to the Supreme Court. [AIR No.

Election symbols are crucial in Pakistan, where a
significant portion of voters is illiterate and may not be
able to read the names of candidates on the ballot
paper. The PTI had expressed concerns that losing
their symbol would be a setback in the general
election, as their voters might struggle to identify and
select the party when voting.

Pakistan: Ex-minister Chaudhry
announces ‘complete boycott’ of elections

(Im) Former Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry has
announced a complete boycott of Pakistan's upcoming
general elections, denouncing the electoral process as
"fake" in a handwritten letter addressed to the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP). Fawad, who is currently
imprisoned and facing corruption charges, cited
numerous obstacles and threats faced by him and his
associates during the election process. He criticized the
ECP for its failure to ensure a fair and transparent
election and stated that any government formed
through such elections would lack both moral and legal
legitimacy. [DAWN]

Pakistan: JUI-F chief Fazl spearheads
party’s election campaign despite security
threat

(Im) Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the leader of Pakistan's
influential Islamic party, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Faz! (JUI-
F), has taken an active role in the party's election
campaign. Despite security threats, he addressed a
workers' convention and a graduation ceremony in
Lakki city. Rehman urged voters to support the JUI-F's
mission of Islamization and highlighted the party's past
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achievements, including the provision of free
education and healthcare services during its rule.
[DAWN]

Pakistan: Military trial of most of 103 May
9 suspects almost complete

(Im) The military trials of most of the 103 civilians
allegedly involved in the May 9 attacks on key defense
installations across Pakistan are almost complete, with
around 90 percent of the suspects found guilty,
according to an informed government source. The
verdicts in these cases are not being announced due to
a Supreme Court order. The apex court had previously
invalidated military trials but later conditionally
allowed them. [Firstpost]

Pakistan: Former Prime Minister Khan
indicted for violating Islamic marriage law

(Im) A Pakistani court has formally charged former
Prime Minister Imran Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi,
with violating Islamic law by remarrying within three
months after their 2018 marriage. Both Khan and Bibi
have denied violating the three-month waiting period,
and Khan's lawyer characterizes the case as politically
motivated to impede his participation in Pakistan's
upcoming general elections. Imran Khan is currently
serving a prison term in a graft case and has been
embroiled in over 150 cases, including incitement to
violence, after his arrest in May 2023. [Firstpost]

Pakistan: Army-backed firm to get 210
square kilometers of land in Sindh
province for farming

(Im) The caretaker government of Pakistan’s Sindh
province has signed an agreement with an army-
backed company to lease over 210 square kilometers
of barren land in six districts for corporate farming for
the next 20 years. [DAWN]

The agreement stipulates that the land will not be
granted as a title but will be given for cultivation
purposes, with ownership remaining with the Sindh
government. The company will spend 20 percent of its
net profit on research and development in the local
area and pay 40 percent of the net profit annually to
the Sindh government. The remaining 40 percent of
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the company's share will be spent on local
infrastructure, irrigation channels, water supply
schemes, schools, hospitals, and other development
projects in the areas where the project is executed in
Sindh.

Pakistan: Violence erupts in Karachi as
PTI, PPP accuse MQM-P of attacking their
offices

(mr) The election environment in Karachi, Pakistan,
was disrupted on January 21 as two major political
parties, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), accused the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) of launching
attacks on their respective offices in an attempt to
thwart their election activities in Karachi's district
Central. The PTI and PPP have both called upon the
Election Commission of Pakistan to take strict action
against the MQM-P for its alleged involvement in the
attacks. [Dawn]

Pakistan: Central bank confirms receiving
USD 700 million tranche from IMF

(mr) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) recently
approved a loan of approximately USD 700 million for
Pakistan under a USD 3 billion bailout program. This
decision comes after the IMF completed its first review
of the program, bringing the total disbursements
under the Standby Arrangement (SBA) to around USD
1.9 billion. [NDTV World]

Approved in July last year, the nine-month SBA seeks to
address both external and domestic balances. As part
of the bailout conditions, Pakistan had to implement
various measures, including revising its budget,
increasing its benchmark interest rate, and raising
electricity and natural gas prices. Despite high inflation,
the IMF believes that with appropriate policies,
inflation could decrease to 18.5 percent by the end of
June.

The approval of this IMF funding is expected to benefit
Pakistan's currency and help the country secure
rollovers from friendly countries such as the United
Arab Emirates, China, and Saudi Arabia, easing
external debt repayment pressure.
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court revokes
presidential pardon for ex-lawmaker who
murdered rival

(aa) Sri Lanka's Supreme Court has taken the
unprecedented step of revoking a presidential pardon
granted by former president Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
Duminda Silva, a former lawmaker convicted of
murdering his political rival and three others in a
public shoot-out. The court ruled that Rajapaksa did
not follow due process when granting the pardon in
June 2021. As a result, Duminda Silva has been ordered
to return to prison for life. [Daily Mirror] [The Straits
Times]

Silva's conviction stemmed from his involvementin a
2011 shoot-out between rival factions of Rajapaksa's
political party, which led to the deaths of Bharatha
Lakshman Premachandra and three of his supporters.
Notably, while five individuals were convicted by the
High Court for their roles in the murder, only Silva
received a special pardon, a decision recommended by
the Special Presidential Commission of Inquiry on
Political Victimization.

The Supreme Court's decision to reverse a presidential
pardon marks a significant moment in Sri Lanka's
history and raises hopes for other cases, such as that
of Sunil Ratnayake, who was tried for the Mirusuvil
massacre. Ratnayake had also received a presidential
pardon from Rajapaksa in 2020 after spending five
years in prison. [Tamil Guardian]

Sri Lanka: Three parties expected to
shape Presidential Elections

(aa) Sri Lanka is gearing up for a crucial Presidential
Election, with a potential three-way contest looming.
Opposition leader Sajith Premadasa and Anura
Kumara Dissanayake have announced their
candidacies, and President Ranil Wickremesinghe,
although not formally declaring, is making moves that
suggest he might run. [Daily News]

President Wickremesinghe is positioning himself as a
'national' candidate, seeking support from various
political parties, including the SJB, SLFP, and SLPP.
However, the SJB faces internal challenges due to the
entry of high-profile politicians from the Nidahasa
Janatha Sabhawa (NJS), leading to discussions between
SJB MPs and the UNP.
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The SLPP must decide whether to field its candidate or
support President Wickremesinghe, with an informal
candidacy by Dhammika Perera serving as a bargaining
tool.

Sri Lanka: Sugar scam leads to
discrepancies between COPF, Ministry of
Finance

(aa) The Committee on Public Finance (COPF) claims
that procedural rules to reinstall public accountability
after the 2020 sugar scam have not been put in place
by the Inland Revenue Department. Companies that
benefited from an unjustifiable increase in the sugar
tax should face consequences that the COPF wants to
have outlined in a report by next week.

The collection of forgone taxes should compensate for
the burden that major companies have put on the
consumer’s shoulders. Therefore, the COPF, led by SJB
MP Dr. Harsha de Silva, addresses protection
mechanisms to prevent such fraud from reoccurring. It
initiated talks with the Consumer Affairs Authority
(CAA) on a maximum retail price (MRP) and demanded
a study to investigate the possible outcomes of an
MRP. [The Island]
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Cambodia: Number of council positions
set
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(pm) The Cambodian government has set the number
of members of the capital, provincial, and city and
district councils at 4,194 for the council position
elections to be held in May.

Phnom Penh has 27 councilors while in the other
provinces the number ranges from 15 to 27 councilors.
The country has 209 cities and districts. These will have
between 11 and 21 councilors.

As of now, 559 councilors are in Phnom Penh and
provincial councils, while 3,635 councilors are in other
cities and districts. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: One million seeds to be sowed
by summer

(pm) The Ministry of Environment is planning to plant
one million seedlings and saplings by June or July as
part of the implementation of the “Circular Strategy on
Environment 2023-2028", that focuses on cleanliness,
greenness and sustainability. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: First meeting of National
Authority for Alternative Dispute
Resolution held

(pm) The National Authority for Alternative Dispute
Resolution (NADR) hosted its first meeting attended by
over 40 civil society organizations (CSOs) and
development partners on January 15.

Chaired by Minister of Justice Koeut Rith, the meeting
aimed to seek collaboration with partners to work on
out-of-court dispute resolutions in the country.

The authorities emphasized the role of NGOs as key
important partners to improve the partnerships
between them and the NADR.

The meeting portrayed the potential collaborative
projects on conflict resolutions in remote areas and for
indigenous peoples. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Acting President of the
Candlelight Party becomes Khmer Will
Party’s President
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(pm) Sok Hach, the Acting President of the Candlelight
Party (CP) has now taken over the presidency of Khmer
Will Party (KWP). The secretary general of the CP,
Kimsour Phirith will become the chairman of
Disciplinary Council of KWP. The former President of
the KWP was elected as a secretary general and Meas
Kheng as Treasurer General.

Phirith added that they left CP and joined KWP to
participate in February Senate election, from which the
CP is excluded.

The CPG was barred from July general elections in 2023
after it failed to submit the original copy of its
registration from the Interior Ministry for the election
registration [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3]. Efforts to
regain eligibility for elections have failed since. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Two deputy commanders
dismissed for drug abuse

(pm) Major Kry Dara, Deputy Commander of the Air
Defense Forces at the Ream Naval Base in Sihanouk
province and military police deputy commander Major
Ren Sinath of a Chroy Changvar district in Phnom Penh
have been dismissed from their post over allegations
of being involved in drug use and trafficking. [Khmer
Times]

Indonesia: Second vice-presidential
debate highlights environment and
natural resources issues

(yr) Natural resource management, energy, and
environmental issues were the focal issues addressed
in the second debate for the Indonesian vice-
presidential candidates on January 21.

Muhaimin Iskandar, the running mate of presidential
candidate Anies Baswedan, emphasized the
significance of integrating the community in ecological
justice and sustainable development. He also
underscored justice in all facets of development and
criticized the inadequate response to the climate crisis
and constrained budgets. [Antara 1]

Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto’s running mate
Gibran Rakabuming Raka, son of outgoing President
Joko Widodo, acknowledged the difficulties and high
expenses associated with the switch to green energy.
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He underlined Prabowo Subianto's shared
commitment to carrying out energy transition
initiatives as well as the necessity of incentives to
promote investment in green energy. [Antara 2]

Meanwhile Mahfud Mahmodin, running mate of
former Central Java governor Ganjar Pranowo,
highlighted four natural resource management
principles: equality, utilization, community
involvement, and respect for inheritance rights.
Mahmodin criticized the current government's policies,
saying they haven't succeeded in attaining food
sovereignty or environmental protection. [Antara 3]

Indonesia: President denies rumors of
Cabinet ministers' resignation

(jb) Indonesian President Joko Widodo has refuted
rumors surrounding the resignation of several Cabinet
ministers, including Finance Minister Sri Mulyani
Indrawati.

Amid speculations, the president asserts that the
Cabinet continues to fulfill its duties with regular
meetings, dismissing the claims as deliberately
fabricated during the political campaign season leading
to the general election on February 14.

Economic expert Faisal Basri, of the Institute for
Development of Economics and Finance (INDEF), had
previously suggested that 15 ministers might resign.
[Borneo Bulletin] [New Straits Times]

Indonesia: Election watchdog requests full
access for 2024 election recapitulation

(yr) The Indonesian Election Supervisory Body
(Bawaslu) has urged the General Election Commission
(KPU) to provide full access to the Vote Recapitulation
Information System (Sirekap) after the 2024 Election
voting.

Bawaslu Chairman Rahmat Bagja emphasized the
importance of the access for optimal supervision
during the vote recapitulation process.

This was conveyed in a hearing between Indonesian
Parliament's Second Commission (domestic affairs,
bureaucracy, elections, & land reform), KPU, Bawaslu,
Indonesian Election Organization Ethics Council (DKPP)
[DL1], and the Ministry of Home Affairs on January 17.
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Bawaslu also criticized limited access to the Campaign
Fund Information System (Sikadeka) and demanded
that the National Cyber and Crypto Agency (BSSN) be
involved to ensure the security of Sirekap data.

In response, the KPU promised to provide Bawaslu
with access to Sirekap and confirmed that Sirekap's
security was certified by the Ministry of
Communication and Information and BSSN.
[Indonesian Election Organization Ethics Council, in
Indonesian] [Kompas]

Indonesia: Railway project corruption
case in Sumatra

(yr) On January 19, the Indonesian Attorney General's
Office named six people as suspects in the corruption
case surrounding the construction of the Besitang-
Langsa railway line in Sumatra during 2017-2023 which
is believed to have caused state losses of around IDR
1.3 trillion (approximately USD 83 million).

This case started with the construction of a railway line
project carried out by the Medan Railway Technical
Unit of the Ministry of Transportation with a budget of
IDR 1.3 trillion, but without an adequate feasibility
study.

The project turned out to be not feasible, with the
railway line being diverted from the original plan
without route designation by the Ministry of
Transportation.

In addition, project budget users deliberately broke
down work packages to control the auction process
and to allow arranging the winner of the job bidding.
[Kompas]

Indonesia: President urges transfer of
state apparatus to the new capital soon

(yr) President Joko Widodo has ordered State
Apparatus Utilization and Bureaucratic Reform
(PANRB) Minister Abdullah Azwar Anas to prepare a
plan to move the State Civil Apparatus (ASN) to the
new capital, Nusantara within 15 days.

This plan is related to the recruitment of 690 thousand
new ASN, of which 240 thousand will be placed in IKN.

The government plans to move 3,245 ASN personnel to
IKN in the first stage from July to November 2024,
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involving 37 ministries and institutions with 1,740
housing units in IKN that have been prepared. [Antara]

Indonesia: Rice aid delivered to more than
89 million beneficiaries

(jb) In a bid to support the country's low-income
population, the National Food Agency (Bapanas) in
Indonesia has successfully distributed rice aid to more
than 89 million beneficiaries, according to Arief
Prasetyo Adi, the head of Bapanas. The aid, distributed
through the state-run logistics company PT Bulog,
involves a monthly allocation of 10 kilograms of rice for
each recipient.

Adi mentioned that the aid distribution will continue
until June 2024, targeting 22 million beneficiary
families. The total number of families receiving aid has
increased by 8 peercent compared to the previous
year, based on data from the Targeting for the
Acceleration of Extreme Poverty Elimination (P3KE)
system. Adi assured that the national rice stock is
currently at 1.4 million tons, with sufficient reserves to
meet the monthly distribution needs. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Rights advocacy group
identifies human rights violations in
nickel industry

(jb) Climate Rights International (CRI), a US-based
advocacy group, has released the report “Nickel
Unearthed: The Human and Climate Costs of
Indonesia's Nickel Industry,” which accuses Indonesia's
nickel sector of violating human rights and causing
severe environmental harm.

Krista Shennum, a researcher at CRI, urged the
Indonesian government to prevent environmental
damage and human rights abuses resulting from nickel
mining, smelting, and related activities. The report
specifically highlights the devastating impact of the
Indonesia Weda Bay Industrial Park (IWIP) and nickel
mining in Halmahera, North Maluku, on indigenous
communities and the local environment.

The report reveals that approximately 5,331 hectares
of tropical forests were cleared in Halmahera, leading
to the release of 2.04 metric tons of stored carbon. The
IWIP's use of off-grid steam power plants contributes
to air pollution, while local communities suffer from
water scarcity and loss of livelihoods.
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CRI's findings, based on interviews with 45 individuals
near nickel mining areas, also suggest human rights
violations, including land grabbing during the
acquisition process. Krista Shennum emphasized the
alarming connection between the nickel industry's
impact and its use in electric vehicle batteries.

Industries sourcing nickel from Indonesia, including
Tesla, Ford, and Volkswagen, are called upon by CRI to
ensure their supply chains adhere to ethical and
environmental standards. Krista stressed the
contradiction of environmentally damaging activities
supporting the global transition to electric vehicles,
emphasizing the responsibility of automotive giants in
shaping a sustainable future. [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Child Protection Commission
reports on child rights violations in 2023

(yr) The Indonesian Child Protection Commission (KPAI)
reported in its annual report 3,883 cases of violations
of children's rights in 2023.

1.866 cases were recorded in the special child
protection cluster. These cases mainly involved sexual
violence against children, physical and psychological
violence, and children facing legal cases.

The KPAI also recorded 33 cases of violations in the
civil rights and children's participation cluster, which
also includes exploitation of children during the 2024
election campaign. [Indonesian Child Protection
Commission, in Indonesian] [Antara]

Indonesia: Tourism faces setback against
Thailand amid entertainment tax hike

(jb) Shinta Kamdani, chairwoman of Indonesia's
employers' association Apindo, cautioned that the
country's tourism sector could fall further behind
Thailand due to recent entertainment tax increases.

President Joko Widodo signed a law in 2022, setting tax
rates between 40 percent and 75 percent for venues
like karaoke houses and nightclubs, effective after a
two-year grace period.

With Indonesia striving to compete with Thailand's 28
million foreign tourists in 2023, Shinta expressed
concerns about added tax burdens making Indonesia
less appealing.
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The Indonesian Hotel and Restaurant Association is
contemplating a judicial review, questioning the abrupt
implementation and seeking reconsideration of the tax
rates. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Ministry tightening cyber
patrols to prevent protected wildlife
trades

(yr) The Indonesian Ministry of Environment and
Forestry (KLHK) has increased cyber patrols to prevent
trade in protected wild animals and plants.

Facebook was the main platform where KLHK found
638 accounts and 1,163 protected wildlife trades in
2022. KLHK and the Indonesian Ministry of
Communication and Information are closing those
accounts and contents.

The Director General of Law Enforcement at the
Ministry of Environment and Forestry emphasized the
KLHK's commitment against perpetrators of
environmental and forestry crimes, with the support of
technology such as Cyber Patrol and the Intelligence
Center.

The KLHK's Law Enforcement Directorate has carried
out 1,864 forest prevention and security operations,
including 455 protected wild animal trade operations,
securing 219,174 animals and 11,870 wild animal body
parts. [Indonesian Ministry of Environment and
Forestry, in Indonesian] [Antara]

Indonesia: Separatists burn regional
legislator's house

(yr) On January 20, a separatist terrorist group (KTS) in
Intan Jaya District, Central Papua, burned down the
home of a Regional People's Representative Council
(DPRD) Intan Jaya Regency legislator in Sugapa District.

This incident occurred after a gunfight between the
Cartenz Peace Operations Task Force and an armed
group, which killed one Mobile Brigade Corps
personnel. [Antara] [Kumparan, in Indonesian]

Laos: More than USD 4 million in funds for
dam collapse survivors misappropriated
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(wn) According to newly appointed Governor of
Attapeu province Lt. Gen. Vanthong Kongmany USD 4.2
million allocated for survivors of a dam collapse in
southern Laos has been misappropriated.

Vanthong revealed this in a report submitted to the
State Inspection Authority on January 10, accusing
many provincial government departments of being
involved in the loss.

In November, the State Inspection Agency chairman
had already reported the missing funds to National
Assembly lawmakers.

The previous governor of Attapeu Province, Leth
Xayaphone, was transferred to a new post in October.
At least four other provincial officials have been
accused of being involved in the misappropriation of
funds. [REA]

Laos: Business registration time reduced
from ten to three days

(wn) In a bid to improve the country’s business
infrastructure, the Lao government has approved a
regulation to reduce business registration time from
ten to 3three days.

The new online platform for registration will be
effective 45 days after publication in the Lao Official
Gazette. This will simplify and quicken the registration
process, making it more accessible to entrepreneurs.
[The Laotian Times]

Laos: Fines imposed on mining companies

(wn) The government of Laos has decided to impose
fines on foreign mining companies for not complying
with the country's mining laws and regulations.

The decision came after concerns were raised by
National Assembly members and other government
officials regarding the benefits of the hundreds of
mining projects that are currently being carried out in
the country.

The fines for non-compliance will be up to 2 billion kip
(equivalent to USD 97,000) and will start from April 1.

The prime minister also stated that companies
involved in illegal trade and transportation of minerals
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will be fined up to one billion kip (equivalent to USD
48,480).

The Lao government has approved more than 1,100
mining projects and 1,300 mineral processing projects
in the past two decades, covering over 72,370 square
km, which is more than 3 percent of the country's total
surface area.

Mining projects in Laos have harmed the environment.
Illegal practices have been found, such as
underreporting minerals and releasing chemicals into
waterways. [REA]

Malaysia: Senate President affirms Fixed
Term Parliament Act is not undemocratic

(ba) President of the Malaysian Senate Tan Sri Wan
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar stated that the Fixed Term
Parliament Act should not be deemed undemocratic.

He pointed out that many countries have adopted this
system, which establishes a specific term for the
government.

These remarks were made during a question-and-
answer session of the Talk of Figures program,
organized by the National Council of Professors (MPN)
on January 19.

However, Wan Junaidi acknowledged that the
implementation of the Fixed Term Parliament Act
would strip the Prime Minister of the authority to
decide the date of the General Election (GE).

On January 13, Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi proposed a bill to be presented
in Parliament, aiming to ensure the continuity of a
government until the end of its term.

This proposal was put forth to prevent occurrences
such as changing the Prime Minister three times
during the 14th Parliament term from happening again
in the future. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Amendments to party
regulations aimed at preventing switching
of allegiance under dispute

(ba) Any endeavor by political parties to modify their
constitution in order to restrict their members,
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particularly members of parliament, from switching
allegiance to the opposing side may face legal
challenges.

Tan Sri Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar, the President of the
Malaysian Senate, highlighted that such amendments
would require approval from the Registrar of Societies
(RoS). He also suggested the need for the government
to amend the Anti-Party Hopping Act to address
existing loopholes.

Referring to Umno's recent actions, Wan Junaidi
commented on Umno secretary-general Datuk Asyraf
Wajdi Dusuki's announcement that the party's
constitution amendment in January of the previous
year prevents its members of parliament from defying
party decisions, including supporting any candidate for
the position of prime minister.

Asyraf Wajdi Dusuki further stated that Umno MPs
joining any coalition not affiliated with the party would
automatically lose their party membership.
Additionally, it was highlighted that the constitutions of
DAP and Amanah also stipulate that any elected
representatives who go against the party's instructions
on fundamental issues will lose their membership
automatically. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Prime Minister chair Unity
Government Leadership Consultative
Council meeting

(ba) The Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
chaired the first Unity Government Leadership
Consultative Council Meeting for this year at Seri
Perdana, Putrajaya on January 23.

Apart from Anwar, some of the main leaders of the
Unity Government were also seen attending the
meeting, namely Barisan Nasional (BN) Chairman,
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi; Chief Whip of
Gabungan Parti Sarawak (GPS), Datuk Seri Fadillah
Yusof and DAP Secretary General, Anthony Loke Siew
Fook.

The meeting was also attended by the President of
Warisan, Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie Apdal and the
Premier of Sarawak, Tan Sri Abang Johari Tun Openg.

The meeting involved discussions on the appointment
of the new President of the Malaysian Senate as well as
the selection of candidates for the position.
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Previously, Anwar was reported to have said that the
name of the candidate for the Governor of Sarawak
had been presented to him by Abang Johari and had
been presented to the King. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister
Mahathir challenges Anwar

(ba) Former two-time Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohama has issued a challenge to Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim to call for a general election (GE) on
January 23.

Mahathir suggested that the purpose of the GE is to
demonstrate Anwar's continued strong support from
the people. He alleged that Anwar lacks the
understanding of how to address the economic,
political, and social challenges facing the country.
Additionally, he accused Anwar of being overly
cautious, pointing to Anwar's claims of a government-
toppling effort, such as the Dubai move. [The Malay
Mail] [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Minister of Religious Affairs
instructs muftis to consult Islamic council
before issuing responses on national
issues

(ba) The mufti institution has been advised to present
matters related to national interest to the committee
of the National Council for Islamic Religious Affairs
Malaysia (MKI) before issuing any response on such
issues.

In a statement on January 21, Minister in the Prime
Minister's Department (Religious Affairs) Datuk Mohd
Na'im Mokhtar emphasized the importance of
enhancing responses to various issues by
incorporating well-founded arguments and proposing
practical solutions.

He made these comments in reference to the response
issued by the Federal Territories Mufti Office on its
website. The office had advised Muslim employees at
conventional banks to seek alternative employment,
asserting that these financial institutions engage in
transactions based on riba (usury), which is prohibited
in Islam. [The Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Government not marginalizing
Indian society, minister says

(ba) The government has consistently avoided
marginalizing the Indian community within the nation
and has devised various initiatives to strengthen and
empower this community.

Deputy Minister of National Unity, K. Saraswathy,
addressed a round table conference with
representatives from non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) of the Indian community on January 20. During
the discussion, several concerns were raised, including
a perceived sense of marginalization stemming from
government initiatives.

Saraswathy clarified the government's initiatives to the
involved NGO representatives, emphasizing the need
for collaboration to effectively address and resolve the
raised issues.

The Deputy Minister highlighted that the government's
current strategy is rooted in a 'need-based' approach,
aiming to prevent any form of marginalization.

The recent introduction of the Main Data Base (PADU)
system is a testament to this commitment, as it is
designed to ensure inclusivity and address concerns
within the community. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Development of Littoral Combat
Ship (LCS) advances

(ba) Malaysia's first littoral combat ship (LCS) is
projected to undergo sea trials in May or June,
according to Admiral Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Ayob, the
Chief of the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN).

Following the sea trials, the vessel will undergo a 22-
month period for installing systems and equipment
before being officially transferred to the RMN for
operational testing, scheduled for the end of 2026.

Admiral Abdul Rahman disclosed this information
during a press conference held after participating in
the naming and commissioning ceremony of RMN's
patrol crafts, KD Sri Sabah and KD Sri Sarawak, on
January 19. He further emphasized the commendable
progress of the LCS construction, characterizing it as a
notable accomplishment for both the RMN and the
participating companies.

Additionally, Abdul Rahman provided an update on the
RMN's application for the second batch of littoral
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mission ships (LMS), stating that it is currently under
consideration by the Ministry of Finance and
expressing optimism about receiving approval. [The
Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Immigration busts a Bitcoin
syndicate masterminded by
undocumented foreign nationals

(ba) The Immigration Department successfully
dismantled a Bitcoin mining syndicate orchestrated by
two Chinese individuals during a Special Operation
carried out on January 19 in a shophouse area in
Cheras.

Director-General Datuk Ruslin Jusoh revealed that the
month-long operation ,nlisted a team of officers from
various ranks within the Intelligence and Special
Operations Division at Immigration Headquarters
Putrajaya. Ruslin detailed that the operation team
confiscated USD 2,670 in cash, 30 units of Bitcoin
machines, two units of Bitcoin cooler machines, two
computer CPUs, one laptop, and two sets of testing
equipment.

The syndicate primarily targeted Chinese citizens and
local residents, offering Bitcoin machine repair and
services for the local market with service fees ranging
from USD 21 to USD 42 per machine.

In a separate operation on January 17 in Ampang,
Selangor, the Immigration Department arrested six
foreigners, including a Bangladeshi man identified as
the main middleman in the affairs of foreign workers.

During the operation, 16 individuals were examined,
resulting in the detention of six foreigners - five
Bangladeshi men and an Indonesian woman aged
between 27 and 56 years old - holding expired
Temporary Work Visit Passes (PLKS). [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) set to summon former finance
minister

(ba) A former finance minister, a businessman holding
the the second-most senior federal title of Tan Sri, and
key government officials are expected to be

summoned by graft investigators in connection with an
alleged corruption case involving the procurement and
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management of the government's fleet of vehicles
valued at USD 950 million.

The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC)
Chief Commissioner, Tan Sri Azam Baki, confirmed
raids had been carried out at the businessman'’s
residence and four companies on January 18. He
stated that a "long list" of individuals would be called in
to address two specific issues.

The implicated company claimed it had been selected
to manage the fleet concession based on a Letter of
Intent (LOI) issued in 2018, but the contract was
terminated before the official award announcement.
Subsequently, the company filed a lawsuit against the
government. Azam mentioned that the MACC would
summon the former finance minister to provide
insights on the two issues and hinted at the possibility
of involving a former prime minister in the
investigation.

Apart from raiding the Tan Sri's residence, the MACC
also visited four companies, one of which was
responsible for supplying vehicles to the government.
The other three companies were identified as entities
handling investments for the Tan Sri's finances.

During the raids, the focus was on obtaining relevant
documents to establish potential corruption elements
in the procurement and management of the
government's vehicle fleet. [The Star] [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Spouse of the former finance
minister charged with the failure to
declare assets

(ba) Na'imah Abdul Khalid, the spouse of the former
finance minister Daim Zainuddin, pleaded not guilty at
the Sessions Court on January 23 to a charge under the
anti-graft law.

The charge is in connection with her alleged failure to
comply with the terms of a notice requiring her to
declare her assets, as specified under Section 36 (2) of
the MACC Act.

If convicted, Na'imah could face imprisonment for a
term not exceeding five years and a fine not exceeding
UsD 21,000.

On January 10, officers from the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) summoned Na'imah
and the couple's two sons to provide statements.
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In the previous month, the MACC seized Menara llham,
owned by the family, as part of its ongoing
investigations. The MACC clarified that the probe into
Daim was conducted within the framework of existing
laws and information from the Pandora Papers.
Following the confiscation of Menara Ilham, Daim
criticized the investigation against him and his family,
characterizing it as a politically motivated witch-hunt.
[The Star] [New Straits Times] [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption watchdog
orders son of former Prime Minister
Mahathir to declare his assets

(ba) Mirzan Mahathir, the eldest son of former
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, has
been given a 30-day deadline to disclose all of his
assets, both within the country and abroad.

Aged 66, Mirzan finds himself entangled in a probe by
the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC)
focused on entities linked to the Pandora Papers and
Panama Papers. These leaked documents expose the
concealed wealth of influential individuals globally.

In an official statement on January 18, the MACC
revealed that Mirzan had been served a notice to
declare his assets following his visit to the agency's
headquarters the day before, where he cooperated in
the ongoing investigation.

The investigation is being carried out under the MACC
Act, along with the Anti-Money Laundering, Anti-
Terrorism Financing, and Proceeds of Unlawful
Activities Act.

The MACC confirmed that the investigation was
initiated in August 2022, targeting entities mentioned
in the Pandora Papers and Panama Papers reports. So
far, the agency has summoned 10 witnesses to provide
their statements in relation to the case. [South China
Morning Post] [Channel News Asia]

Malaysia: More than 400 cases of
impersonation scams reported for 2023

(ba) The authorities uncovered 494 instances of
impersonation scams in the past year, with losses
reaching USD 530,000.
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Director of the Commercial Crime Investigation
Department (CCID) at Bukit Aman, Datuk Seri Ramli
Mohamed Yoosuf, revealed that these scams involve
impostors posing as friends or acquaintances who
reach out to victims via platforms such as WhatsApp,
Telegram, and Facebook. Ramli explained that one
common tactic employed in these scams is the request
to borrow money. He further disclosed that, from
January 1 to January 20, there were 50 reported cases,
resulting in losses amounting to USD 50,000. [The
Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Civil society groups advocate for
augmentation of authority vested in
police oversight panels

(ba) In a joint press conference held on January 22, 57
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) expressed their
apprehensions regarding the recently announced
establishment of the proposed seven-member
Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) on
January 10 (see article above).

Wong Yan Ke, the coordinator of human rights
organization Suara Rakyat Malaysia (Suaram),
highlighted inherent structural deficiencies within the
IPCC, potentially rendering the oversight mechanism
ineffective, irrespective of the members' competence.

One significant concern is the commission's inability to
conduct searches and seizures or make unannounced
visits to police lockups. Furthermore, the commission
lacks the authority to directly take disciplinary action
against offending police officers.

On January 16, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri
Razarudin Husain disclosed that 2 percent of the police
force had been found guilty of wrongdoing in 2023,
amounting to over 2,740 cases of misconduct among
the 137,000-strong police force.

He emphasized the need for the IPCC to address the
absence of up-to-date data transparency on police
misconduct cases by providing frequent updates and
statistics. Razarudin Husain also urged the government
to establish additional IPCC offices in various states to
ensure equal service for all communities, particularly
marginalized rural areas like those in Sabah and
Sarawak.

Dineshwara Naidu, a media monitoring and action
program officer at the Centre for Independent
Journalism (ClJ), expressed concern over the lack of
transparency in the selection process for the current
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five IPCC members. Other notable CSOs raising similar
concerns during the press conference included
representatives from the Coalition for Clean & Fair
Elections (Bersih) and Amnesty International Malaysia.
[The Star]

Myanmar: Protests against destruction of
pagodas and religious buildings in Tanay

(mg) Members of the Theravada Missionary gathered
at the City Monastery January 18 to protest the
destruction of pagodas (Asian tiered towers with
multiple eaves) and other religious buildings in Tanay,
the Ministry of Information has reported.

According to the ministry, a total of 1,300 students and
Buddhist people protested against any violent rebels
who are “insulting and destroying buddhism.” [Mo/]

These protests are connected to the wave of protests
that have recently been spreading across the country.
They were reportedly, sparked by a video that
emerged on January 8, showing a member of the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance (VNDAA)
smashing a pagoda In Laukkai, Shan State.

The footage went viral on social media, triggering a
wave of protests across major cities in Myanmar. The
first protests were reported on January 9 in Mandalay,
followed by Yangon on the 10th, and the Shan State on
the 12th. [Star]

Myanmar: Myanmar Media sets up
independent press council for journalists
in Thailand

(mg) The Independent Press Council Myanmar was
established at an undisclosed location in neighboring
Thailand in December to promote media freedom and
boost protection for journalists reporting on and in
Myanmar.

The conference establishing the council was attended
by 77 individuals, including 38 Myanmar media
representatives. The council currently has 10 central
committee members, including an elected chairperson,
secretary and treasurer. When finalized, it aims to have
15 central committee members who will include media
outlet representatives, media experts, media lawyers,
freelance and citizen journalists. [VoA]
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Membership in the council is limited to independent
media, so no government or political party-affiliated
media are allowed to join.

Since the coup, the media environment in Myanmar
has dramatically declined, with journalists and media
outlets targeted with arbitrary arrests. Data published
on the 17th of January by the Committee to Protect
Journalists ranked it the second-worst country for the
jailing of journalists. [CP/]

Myanmar: Junta makes moves to speed
up China-backed seaport in Rakhine

(mg) Junta officials met in Naypyitaw on January 17 to
focus on plans for building the infrastructure
necessary for a massive China-backed seaport to be
built in Rakhine State's Kyaukphyu Township.

At the meeting, the chairman of Myanmar Special
Economic Zone Central Working Committee, Aung
Naing Oo, called for closer coordination between
ministries. Aung Naing Oo is also a minister in the
regime’s governing body, the State Administration
Council. [Irrawaddy]

The Kyaukphyu port and special economic zone are
key to the 1,700-kilometer China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor connecting Kunming in Yunnan province to
the Indian Ocean. In December 2023, fighting in
western Myanmar's Rakhine state stalled the progress
of this project, which partly explains why one provision
of the Chinese-mediated ceasefires brokered last week
is that both the regime and the alliance must protect
Chinese investments, and ensure the safety of Chinese
citizens in Myanmar. [REA]

But business analysts warn that ongoing fighting in the
Ramree Township, which borders Kyaukphyu
Township, could make it increasingly difficult for the
massive project to go-ahead.

Myanmar: Junta troops abduct civilians to
use as human shield

(jw) According to residents, junta troops kidnapped 20
civilians from Myanmar's northern Kachin State to use
them as human shields.

Junta troops reportedly bombarded the town before
soldiers raided the village and abducted 20 male
residents. The seized men worked as scavengers at
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nearby jade mines, and residents have been unable to
contact them since they were taken by the military.

Residents said that as many as 20,000 people were
displaced as a result of the ongoing attacks by the
military junta.

Myanmar's National Unity Government said that the
military regime is ramping its use of airstrikes and
heavy artillery to instill fear into the public. Kachin
Human Rights Watch furthered that the junta is
committing its worst rights violations against civilians.
In a report, the organization accused the military of
conducting airstrikes on civilian areas like villages and
refugee camps. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Junta battalion surrenders to
Arakan Army in Rakhine State

(jw) Light Infantry Battalion 539 surrendered to the
Arakan Army (AA) on January 16.

The battalion was based near Kan Sauk village in
Rakhine State's Kyauktaw Township. The armed
resistance attacked the battalion and the nearby
Artillery Battalion 377 on January 11.

Local media reported that about 300 junta soldiers and
their family members were among those that
surrendered. In addition, soldiers and police officers
stationed in central Kyauktaw abandoned their postin
the few hours after the surrender.

According to residents of the township, the two junta
battalions had launched attacks on their villages during
the fight against the rebel forces.

On social media, Arakan Army chief told junta forces in
Rakhine to surrender if they did not want to be killed
or injured. He additionally said that the ethnic armed
group would permit junta troops to flee. [The
Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: 30 junta troops killed in
western Chin State

(jw) Approximately 30 junta troops and police offers
were killed on January 16 in the Chin State. The ethnic
rebel forces reported that the junta troops stationed in
Taingen village had detained, killing, and raped
residents since 2022.
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Junta troops were told to surrender by phone before
the Chin ethnic armed forces seized the camp. Chin
resistance spokesperson Salai Lian Bawi said that 8
rebel fighters were killed and about 40 were wounded
during the fight. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Residents flee delta as junta
steps up recruitment efforts

(mg) In response to reports that the Junta were forcibly
recruiting villagers from the Bago Township, people
have started to flee Myanmar’s delta.

According to reports, villages who could not provide
the military with enlistees were forced to pay
extortionate sums or, in least two cases, subjected to
arson attacks. The military has made numerous moves
to fill their ranks in response to troop shortages and a
wave of defeats. Last month, the junta released
soldiers from prisons across the country to fight.
[Myanmar Now & [rriwadly]

In this latest move, soldiers are ordering ten people
per village to attend the junta’s military training,
according to residents of Ayeyarwady region’s
Kyonpyaw township.

Reports have also suggested that recruiters have been
heavily campaigning and pressuring residents in small
villages since Monday. [Radlio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Another 278 junta troops flee
to India

(mg) On January 17 after a clash near the Karma River
along the border with India, around 278 troops
crossed into Bandukba in the Lawngtai District,
according to Indian media reports.

They became the latest troops to flee in a string of
reports that junta troops have been attempting to
cross into India. The reports said the soldiers were fully
armed and equipped. They spent the night at an
Assam Rifles camp.

In a statement, the Arabian Army (who were involved
in the clashes near the Karma river) said the junta
personnel were from the Hnamada and Khan Kha
Taung camps in Paletwa Township, southern Chin
State. [Irriwaddy]
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According to reports, over 700 regime troops have now
crossed into India since mid-November. India's army
chief General Manoj Pande told a press conference on
January 18 that 416 junta soldiers crossed the border
in November and December. General Pande assured
that the Indian military is closely monitoring
developments. [Irriwaddy]

The Philippines: Government open to ICC
probe into Duterte's war on drugs;
conditions apply

(Ib) The Philippine government is open to allowing the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to conduct an
investigation into the country's deadly war on drugs
during the previous administration of President
Rodrigo Duterte, according to Justice Secretary Jesus
Crispin Remulla. He emphasized that as long as the ICC
follows legal procedures, they won't oppose the
investigation. [Kyodo News]

The ICC's investigation focuses on killings that occurred
during Duterte's anti-drug campaign from November
2011 to March 2019, which has faced criticism for
alleged human rights abuses and a high death toll.
Although Manila withdrew from the ICC in March 2019
under the Duterte administration, the ICC still claims
jurisdiction over alleged crimes committed during the
country's membership from November 2011.

Remulla mentioned rumors of ICC investigators visiting
or planning to visit the Philippines and expressed hope
for coordination with his office [see AIR No. 2,
January/2024, 2]. He emphasized the need to address
legal implications and procedural matters, ensuring
that people's rights are respected, possibly involving

the country's Supreme Court.

The Philippines: Controversy on
constitutional amendment rages on

(Ib) In the Philippines, discussions around amending
the constitution have gained momentum, driven by the
desire to improve the business climate and enhance
overall competitiveness. The push for constitutional
amendments comes from both a "People’s Initiative"
(PI1) and legislators, aiming to address economic
challenges and potentially lift foreign ownership limits.
[Gulf News]
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In March of the previous year, the lower house of
Parliament passed a resolution advocating for a
constitutional convention to modify the charter.
However, this resolution has remained stalled in the
Senate. Now, the House is pursuing a different
approach to amend the constitution, employing a
signature campaign known as the PI. This initiative
necessitates collecting signatures from a minimum of
12 percent of registered voters, with representation
from 3 percent of voters required in each legislative
district. Upon reaching the requisite number of
signatures, the Commission on Elections (COMELEC)
will then organize a referendum on the petition. [CNN
Philippines]

If successful, the initiative could change the balance of
power between the House of Representatives and the
Senate in constitutional amendments. However, the
renewed push for charter change has been marred by
allegations of ulterior motives and "signature-buying",
leading to a chorus of criticism from various quarters.
[ABS CBN]

Amid the political turmoil, on January 15, a resolution
was filed in both Houses of Congress, seeking to
amend specific economic provisions of the
Constitution. Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri filed
the resolution, which calls for the revision of Article 12
(Section 11), 14 (Paragraph 2, Section 4), and 16
(Paragraph 2, Section 11) of the Constitution. These
provisions pertain to ownership restrictions for public
utility franchises, educational institutions, and the
advertising industry, stipulating that a majority of
capital must be owned by Filipino citizens. [Philippine
News Agency] [Philstar]

The Philippines: UN Special Rapporteur to
assess freedom of expression during
official visit

(Ib) United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the
promotion of freedom of opinion and expression,
Irene Khan, is scheduled to conduct an official country
visit to the Philippines from January 23 to February 2.
As part of her preparations, she is inviting input from a
range of stakeholders, including civil society, human
rights organizations, media entities, experts,
academics, and interested individuals.

Central to her inquiry is a comprehensive review of the
Philippines' national laws, regulations, and policies
pertaining to freedom of opinion and expression. This
encompasses critical areas such as the right to
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information and the legislative measures addressing
disinformation and hate speech.

Khan also seeks to understand the state of media
freedom in the Philippines. This entails an exploration
of the legal and regulatory environment, the
independence of media outlets, pluralism, diversity,
and the safety and well-being of journalists and media
workers.

Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur is interested in
information regarding laws and practices governing
digital communications, privacy in communications,
and access to digital communication platforms. She
also aims to gain insights into how various groups,
including civic organizations, religious groups,
indigenous peoples, and marginalized communities,
experience and exercise their freedom of expression.
[PhilStar] [OHCHR]

The Philippines: Senator Jinggoy Estrada
acquitted of plunder, convicted of bribery
in pork barrel scam

(Im) Senator Jinggoy Estrada has been acquitted of
plunder but convicted of bribery in the pork barrel
scam. The anti-graft court Sandiganbayan issued this
verdict, sentencing him to 8 to 9 years for direct
bribery and 2 to 3 years for indirect bribery, along with
a PHP 3 million (around USD 53,000) fine. He will
remain free while appealing these convictions.
[Philippine News Agency] [Rappler]

Co-accused Janet Lim-Napoles, a significant figure in
the scam, was convicted of seven counts of corruption
of public officials and fined PHP 262 million (roughly
USD 4.6 million). While both Estrada and Napoles were
acquitted of plunder, Napoles remains in jail for other
convictions.

Estrada had been accused of receiving PHP 183 million
(USD 3.2 million) in kickbacks from the Priority
Development Assistance Fund (PDAF), which was
meant for lawmakers but was misappropriated
through fake NGOs with fraudulent projects. He is the
second of three senators to be acquitted of plunder in
the decade-long pork barrel scam trial, which has seen
lower-ranked staff implicated while lawmakers go free.

Although Estrada won a senatorial comeback in 2022,
he still faces graft allegations related to the same
controversy, as plunder requires an amount of PHP 50
million (around 890,000) and proof of receiving
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kickbacks, while graft can cover various offenses from
negligence to partiality in government transactions.

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr.
Draws ire for helicopter use for concert

(Im) Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. faced
backlash on social media for using a presidential
helicopter to attend a Coldplay concert outside Manila.
The massive crowd at the Philippine Arena led to
unexpected traffic issues, and security concerns
prompted the use of the presidential chopper. Critics
on social media accused Marcos of misusing
government resources and taxpayer money for
personal activities, raising concerns about the
expenditure on the chopper, fuel, and security, as well
as the possibility of funding concert tickets. [Reuters]

The Philippines: Defense chief dismisses
rumors of planned coup against President
Marcos Jr.

(Ib) The Philippines’ Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro Jr. Has dismissed rumors of a coup against
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., asserting the
professionalism of the military and its commitment to
the chain of command. Teodoro emphasized that past
coup attempts are a thing of the past, and the military
is less susceptible to such actions. [TIME]

President Marcos's defense officials have been working
to quell talks of unrest in the military, as accusations of
attempts to agitate active military members have
arisen. The Philippines has a history of military unrest
and coup attempts, but Teodoro believes the military
can see through such designs and remains loyal to the
constitution.

The Philippines: Purchase of inaugural
submarine still under consideration

(Ib) The Philippines is currently in the midst of
evaluating the potential acquisition of its first
submarine, with a keen focus on enhancing its naval
capabilities and bolstering external defense. Colonel
Francel Margareth Padilla stressed the importance of
conducting thorough assessments during these
deliberations while refraining from disclosing specific
details.[Reuters]
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In May, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. acknowledged
receiving submarine offers from undisclosed nations.
He also recognized the substantial commitment
required for operating submarines and expressed a
preference for prioritizing the development of anti-
submarine capabilities. It is noteworthy that
neighboring Southeast Asian countries such as
Indonesia and Vietnam have already established their
own submarine programs.

The Philippines initiated a comprehensive 15-year plan
in 2013 aimed at modernizing its military equipment,
which includes the replacement of World War Two-era
warships and Vietnam War-era helicopters provided by
the United States. The second phase of this program is
nearing completion and necessitates a funding
allocation of USD 5.37 billion. Approval from the
president is still pending for the program's third phase,
which is designed to enhance the country's external
defense capabilities. While a specific budget has not
yet been finalized, the military is in the process of
compiling its wish list of requirements.

Singapore: Transport Minister S. Iswaran
resigns after being charged with
corruption

(Ib) Singapore's Transport Minister S. Iswaran has
resigned following his arrest and subsequent charges
of corruption, marking a historic developmentin a
country known for its clean government. The
corruption investigation has been led by Singapore's
anti-graft agency, the Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau (CPIB), which reports directly to Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong. [CNN]

The charges against Iswaran are substantial, including
allegations of receiving bribes from Malaysian
billionaire Ong Beng Seng, totaling about USD 119,000.
Despite these charges, Iswaran maintains his
innocence and has pleaded not guilty, while also
resigning from his cabinet position, his parliamentary
seat, and the PAP.

Singapore: Ministry of Health investigates
potential breaches of advertising
guidelines

(Ib) The Ministry of Health (MOH) in Singapore is
investigating a company accused of offering doctors
healthcare awards in exchange for purchasing
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promotional packages, potentially violating healthcare
advertising regulations. Medical practitioners were
allegedly offered titles like "Gastroenterologist of the
Year" for around SGD 10,000. [Global Compliance
News]

Singapore: Government outlines three-
pronged approach to harness Al in
healthcare

(Ib) The Singapore government has reaffirmed the
significance of Al in healthcare, unveiling a three-
pronged strategy during the Al Health Summit. The city
state’s Senior Minister of State of the Ministry of Health
emphasized the long-term benefits of Al, including
improved diagnosis, early disease detection, faster
drug development, and enhanced understanding of
intervention risks. [Global Compliance News]

The three-pronged approach involves developing
enablers and common platforms for Al collaboration,
partnering to enhance healthcare professionals' Al
skills, and adopting new Al technologies securely.
Initiatives include the Al Medical Imaging Platform
(AimSG) and an MoU between SingHealth and Al
Singapore for healthcare professional training.

Singapore: New government office
launched to serve as ‘first stop’ for
citizens to share ideas

(Ib) The Singapore Government Partnerships Office
(SGPO) was launched to facilitate partnerships and
engagement between the government and citizens.
The SGPO, part of the Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth, aims to serve as a central hub for citizens
to propose ideas and volunteer opportunities, with the
office directing these submissions to relevant agencies
and exploring their implementation. The SGPO will also
connect interested individuals with like-minded groups
and organizations and provide information on
potential funding, mentors, and resources. [Prime
Ministers Office Singapore]

Singapore: Central bank cautions
investors against buying spot Bitcoin ETFs

(Ib) The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) has
issued a warning to retail investors in the country,
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advising against purchasing spot Bitcoin exchange-
traded funds (ETFs) in the wake of their recent
approval in the United States. The MAS emphasized
that spot Bitcoin ETFs have not been approved as
eligible assets for collective investment schemes (CIS)
and are not approved for offer to retail investors in
Singapore. [Crypto News]

Singapore: Cybersecurity talent
development program launched in
schools

(Ib) The Sentinel Programme, initiated by Singapore's
Digital and Intelligence Service (DIS), has been officially
launched nationwide by Senior Minister of State for
Defence, Mr Zaqy Mohamad. The program, initially
piloted in 2022, aims to provide cybersecurity and
digital skills to youths, encouraging their active
contribution to digital defense. [MINDEF]

Thailand: Calls for Bhumjaithai Party
dissolution following conflict of interest
ruling

(bk/tt) Former Thai Transport Minister Saksayam
Chidchob has been found guilty by the Constitutional
Court for concealing his shares and ownership in a
construction company. The court’s ruling, with a 7:1
vote, upheld the allegations made by 54 opposition
lawmakers who claimed that Saksayam used a
nominee to operate the construction firm. This
arrangement allowed the company to secure
government projects from the Transport Ministry
without adequately addressing potential conflicts of
interest. [The Nation 1]

Buri Charoen Construction is widely recognized as the
family business of the Chidchob family, primarily
located in their native province of Buriram. Notably,
the ownership of corporate shares has been
convoluted, with one of Saksayam's nominees being
associated with the contentious THB 13 million
donation provided to the coalition party over the past
few years.

As a result of the court's decision, Saksayam's status as
transport minister was retroactively terminated from
March 3 of the previous year, when the court received
the case for review. Following the court's acceptance of
the case, Saksayam was suspended from his
ministerial duties pending the final ruling. Despite the
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verdict, however, no political ban was imposed on
Saksayam, as the complaint aimed only for his
disqualification as a Cabinet member. [Thai PBS]

While this marks a significant development, political
observers anticipate that Saksayam may face
additional legal challenges in the future. In fact, serial
petitioner Srisuwan Janya has already announced his
intention to request the National Anti-Corruption
Commission to initiate an investigation against
Saksayam for alleged violations of the code of ethics
for political officeholders. [Bangkok Post]

Furthermore, the Election Commission was petitioned
on January 19 to submit a criminal case to the
Constitutional Court in an effort to dissolve the
Bhumijaithai Party. The petition accuses Buri Charoen
Construction of gaining billions of baht in undue profits
from government construction projects. If found guilty,
the Bhumijaithai Party, which has 71 MPs, including
Deputy Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, could be
dissolved by the court, resulting in a ban on political
activities for the party's executive board members for
several years. [Thai Newsroom]

Additionally, Saksayam's resignation has triggered
changes within the ruling coalition's Bhumjaithai Party.
Chontida Asavahame could have replaced him as the
party's registrar. But she chose to leave the party for
local politics in Samut Prakan province, a stronghold of
her family. Her late father, Chonsawat Asavahame,
held a prominent role in the province, and her mother,
Nantida Kaewbuasai, currently serves as the first
woman in the same position. Their terms end in
December, coinciding with local elections nationwide.
[The Nation 2]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party tables bill to
alter charter provision on referendum

(Im) A possible conflict over parliamentary powers is
looming in Thailand after the ruling Pheu Thai Party on
January 18 submitted a bill to change a constitutional
provision governing a referendum for charter
amendment to parliament. [Bangkok Post]

A 2021 Constitutional Court ruling makes the
referendum a challenging issue. It mandates public
approval for amending the entire charter, with a
subsequent referendum required to approve the
content of the rewrite. To address this, the
government established a committee to create new
referendum guidelines and find consensus on
amending the 2017 constitution. The committee
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recently proposed conducting three referendums and
decided that the first would involve a single question:
whether voters agree with amending the constitution,
excluding Chapters 1 and 2, which cover general
provisions and the King.

Against this backdrop, there is a possibility that
Parliament President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha
declines to include the bill on Parliament's agenda,
citing concerns that it effectively seeks to draft a new
constitution. If so, the Pheu Thai Party will turn to the
Constitutional Court for a ruling on whether lawmakers
have the full authority to amend the constitution. The
party is also seeking clarity from the court regarding
the number of referendums required for charter
amendments.

Thailand: Digital wallet scheme may be
delayed; scheme's legality questioned by
NACC

(msz/Im) Thailand's Prime Minister and Finance
Minister, Srettha Thavisin, confirmed on January 19
that his government will proceed with the 500-billion-
baht (approximately USD 14 billion) digital wallet
handout scheme, although it may face delays due to a
pending study from the National Anti-Corruption
Agency [Bangkok Post 1]

Srettha emphasized the scheme's importance as an
economic stimulus but did not provide a specific
launch date. Previously, Deputy Finance Minister
Julapun Amornvivat had indicated that the program,
initially scheduled for February, might be postponed
beyond May.

In related updates, the panel formed by the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) last October to
examine the handout scheme warned that the
government could break election laws and financial
discipline regulations. Although the panel reportedly
advised the government to review the scheme to avoid
legal consequences, the NACC has not forwarded the
study to the government yet as it needs to consider its
details to see if any additional information is still
required. [Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, on January 20, the Election Commission
(EC) declined to engage in the discussion regarding the
legality of the digital wallet handout scheme. EC
Secretary-General Sawang Boonmee stated that the
EC's examination of party campaign promises primarily
focuses on the sources of funds. He emphasized that
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the EC is not in a position to provide its opinion on the
matter. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: House opposition weighs no-
confidence move; Senators file motion for
general debate

(bk/tt) The Move Forward Party-led opposition is
contemplating whether to initiate a no-confidence
motion or a general debate against the government in
late March or early April. The objective is to hold the
administration accountable by seeking explanations on
the cost-effectiveness and transparency of key
government projects, in particular the digital wallet
scheme and the THB 1-trillion Land Bridge
megaproject. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a related development, on January 22, 98 senators
submitted a motion for a general debate, without a
vote, on the government's performance, proposing a
two-day debate in the coming month. Senator Seree
Suwanpanont explained that the group intends to
address seven key issues related to the government's
policies presented in parliament, comparing them to
the promises made during election campaigns. [see
AR No. 3, January/2024, 3]. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward party
confident that Pita will be cleared in
media shareholding case

(tt) Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward Party
(MFP) believes that its former leader and prime
ministerial candidate, Pita Limjaroenrat, will be cleared
of charges that he held a stake in a media company
when he applied for candidacy in the May general
election last year. [Thai PBS]

The Constitutional Court is set to deliver its ruling on
January 24, and the party released a video explaining
why they believe Pita will be cleared and able to
resume his duties as a party-list MP. The reasons cited
include the fact that the media company, iTV, no longer
holds a license to operate a television station, Pita's
minimal shares in iTV do not constitute a controlling
interest, and iTV generates no income from media-
related activities.

Its is important to remember that on January 31, the
Constitutional Court will rule on a separate case that
could potentially lead to the dissolution of the MFP.
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The court is tasked with determining whether the
MFP's stance on Section 112 of the Criminal Code,
which pertains to the royal defamation law, constitutes
an attempt to undermine the constitutional monarchy
of the country, defined as a democratic system with
the King as head of state. [AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

Thailand: Lawmakers call for tour of
residence of ex-Prime Minister Prayut

(Im) Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, an opposition member
from the Move Forward Party (MFP) and chairman of
the House committee on military affairs, announced
on January 23 that he intends to propose a discussion
on a request made by fellow committee member Jirat
Thongsuwan, an MFP MP representing Chachoengsao.
[Bangkok Post]

Jirat's request seeks access to film the residence of
former Prime Minister and Privy Councillor Prayut
Chan-o-cha, offering insight into his post-premiership
living arrangements. During Prayut's time as prime
minister, the MFP criticized him for residing in a house
within a military compound in Bangkok. Despite
leaving office, Prayut, a former army chief, has
continued to stay there, citing security concerns.

The proposal has drawn criticism, especially from the
armed forces and the United Thai Nation Party, a
coalition partner closely associated with Gen Prayut.

Thailand: Court gives government 90 days
for emergency plan to improve air quality

(Im) The Chiang Mai Administrative Court has issued a
directive, ordering the government to formulate an
immediate plan to combat air pollution within the next
90 days, ahead of the country's annual surge in
hazardous haze. The court found that the previous
government, led by former junta leader and Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, had neglected its duties
and acted too slowly in addressing the issue. [Bangkok
Post 1]

Last year, both Bangkok and Chiang Mai consistently
ranked among the world's most polluted cities, leading
approximately 1,700 individuals to file a lawsuit against
the prime minister and the National Environment
Commission. They accused them of failing to address
the annual thick smog that they claimed was reducing
their life expectancy by around five years.
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The plaintiffs demanded that the prime minister utilize
Section 9 of the 1992 Environmental Quality Promotion
and Protection Act, which allows for the ordering of
concerned agencies to address serious environmental
disasters. Additionally, they called for the commission
to adhere to the government's 2019 action plan to
combat the dust problem.

On January 22, a total of 51 out of Thailand's 77
provinces experienced dangerously high levels of ultra-
fine dust, primarily affecting regions in the Central
Plains, the North, and the Northeast. In response to
this situation and in compliance with the court's
instructions, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has
instructed the Royal Thai Air Force to implement all
possible measures to address the escalating issue of
fine-dust pollution. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: House committee raises
concerns over ISOC prosecution of
activists in Deep South

(msz) The decision by the Internal Security Operation
Command (ISOC) Region 4 to file legal charges against
nine youth activists who participated in a peace event
in Thailand's Deep South has raised concerns within a
House committee focused on peace promotion in the
region. [Bangkok Post]

The activists are facing charges related to incitement
and criminal association stemming from their
participation in the Civil Society Assembly for Peace
(CAP) event in May 2022. While the activists attribute
the charges to wearing traditional Malay attire, security
authorities contend that they were involved in
separatist activities linked to the Barisan Revolusi
Nasional Melayu-Patani (BRN) movement. [AIR No. 2,
January/2024, 2]

Against this backdrop, Committee head Chaturon
Chaisang, an MP from the Pheu Thai Party, argued that
taking legal action against peaceful activists
contradicted efforts to foster peace in the Deep South,
potentially hindering the peace process and escalating
unrest and violence.

Thailand: Criminal Court acquits 32 PAD
members in 2008 airport case of rebellion,
terrorism charges
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(bk) Thailand’s Criminal Court has acquitted 32
protesters who occupied Bangkok's airports in 2008 on
charges of rebellion and terrorism. The demonstrators,
known as the People's Alliance for Democracy or
Yellow Shirts, had staged a lengthy protest demanding
the resignation of the government loyal to former
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. The court ruled
that the protesters had neither caused destruction nor
harmed anyone during their demonstration. [Thai PBS
World]

However, 13 of the 28 defendants were fined THB
20,000 (around USD 560) each for violating an
emergency decree that had banned public gatherings
at the time. The Yellow Shirts had also previously
occupied Thaksin's office compound for three months
and blocked access to Parliament.

Several dozen protesters involved in the
demonstrations in 2008 were divided into two groups
of defendants and indicted in 2013. The verdict for the
second group is expected to be delivered in March. In
2011, the Civil Court ordered the leaders of the group
to pay THB 522 million baht (USD 14.7 million) in
damages to the state airport authority. They were
declared bankrupt, and their assets were seized last
year to pay the sum.

Thailand: Hospital stay of ex-Premier
Thaksin verified, eligibility for parole
confirmed

(bk/Im) Thailand's Justice Ministry has verified the
presence of the convicted former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra at the Police General Hospital and
confirmed his eligibility for parole. Additionally, the
ministry has informed that a representative from the
ombudsman's office had already visited the hospital
and held a meeting with Thaksin. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thaksin returned to Thailand in August last year, after
15 years of self-imposed exile. Following the return, he
was sentenced to eight years in prison over his
involvement in three corruption cases, which was later
reduced to one year through a royal pardon. The
former premier was subsequently moved from
Bangkok Remand Prison to Police General Hospital for
poor health and has been staying there ever since.

Earlier this month, members of the parliamentary
committee on police affairs denied entry to the private
ward where Thaksin is reportedly hospitalized. The
hospital informed the group that it would only them to
inspect the standards and procedures for detaining
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prisoners outside the prison at the hospital, with the
condition that their visit would not infringe upon
patients’ rights. [AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

In light of these developments, activists belonging to
the People’'s Network for Thailand Reform (STR) have
revealed their intention to step up their protests. They
allege that Thaksin has received preferential treatment
and plan to demonstrate outside Government House
starting on February 2. Additionally, the protesters will
submit a petition to the Supreme Court president,
requesting the establishment of a panel to investigate
the National Anti-Corruption Commission's handling of
the case. Previously, the STR organized protests at
Government House from January 12 to 14, demanding
the government uphold judicial standards in the
Thaksin case [see see AIR No. 2, January/2024, 2].
[Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, a survey conducted during January 15-17
by the National Institute of Development
Administration (Nida Poll), with 1,310 participants,
indicates that 39.62 percent of respondents believe
Thaksin's extended stay in Police General Hospital will
not adversely affect the government's stability while a
combined 56.1 percent anticipated vary degrees of
negative consequences. [The Nation]

Thailand: Police probe claim of forced
murder confession; local police chief
transferred over allegations

(Im) The head of a local police station in Thailand's Sa
Kaeo province has been removed from his post after
allegations of torture against a man, who was later
revealed to be innocent, emerged. The man was
initially arrested for allegedly killing his wife, but it was
discovered that she had been murdered by a group of
teenagers, two of whom are reportedly the son of local
police officers. [The Nation]

Audio clips suggesting that police officers had forced
the man to confess to the murder led to an
investigation and the removal of the police station
chief. [Bangkok Post 1]

In light of these developments, the local police force
has initiated an anti-crime initiative aimed at youth, a
directive issued by the national police chief, Pol Gen
Torsak Sukvimol. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Calls for stricter penalties for
juvenile offenders gain momentum

(Im) In Thailand, there is a growing demand for stricter
penalties for serious crimes committed "intentionally"”
by juvenile delinquents, with increasing support from
parliamentarians. [Bangkok Post]

Chaichana Detdacho, a Democrat Party lawmaker and
chairman of the House committee on police affairs,
emphasized the need to explore harsher penalties for
juvenile offenders, particularly in light of a shooting
rampage by a 14-year-old boy in a Bangkok shopping
mall last year that resulted in three deaths and four
injuries.

Senator Wallop Tungkananurak, speaking as the
chairman of the Senate committee on social
development, children, youths, women, the elderly,
disabled, and underprivileged individuals, echoed
similar sentiments. He suggested amendments to
juvenile criminal law, including specifying longer
detention periods for young offenders who commit
serious crimes and are likely to repeat the offense if
not detained for an extended period.

In contrast, a lawmaker from the opposition Move
Forward Party argued that the core principle of the
Child Protection Act is to grant every child who has
committed a non-violent crime the opportunity to be
exempted from prosecution and to avoid having a
permanent criminal record.

Thailand: Five arrested for child
pornography, abuse

(Im) Four individuals have been apprehended for
producing and selling sexually explicit video content
involving minors, while a fifth suspect has been
arrested for allegedly sexually assaulting his 7-year-old
daughter. [Bangkok Post]

The four suspects are facing multiple charges,
including the creation and dissemination of child
pornography featuring a 16-year-old girl without
concealing her identity. These charges encompass
possession and exploitation of child pornography,
sharing of child pornography, production, possession,
import, export, or distribution of child pornography,
importing and publishing pornography online, and
human trafficking involving the exploitation of a child
for the production of pornography. Penalties for these
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offenses range from three to 15 years in prison and
fines ranging from THB 60,000 to THB 1.5 million.

In a separate case, the Department of Special
Investigation's Bureau of Technology and Cyber Crime
has announced the arrest of a Thai-German man who
allegedly sexually abused his 7-year-old daughter and
posted videos of the abuse online. This arrest resulted
from ongoing collaboration between Thai authorities,
Germany's Bundeskriminalamt police (BKA), and the
anti-sex trafficking organization Operation
Underground Railroad (OUR).

Thailand: Deputy police inspector jailed
for selling speed pills

(msz) A deputy police inspector from Nong Pling police
station was arrested and subsequently jailed for selling
speed pills to an undercover police spy posing as a
customer near his police station in Muang district on
January 15. This arrest follows an ongoing investigation
into police involvement in the illegal drug trade
initiated last month. The investigation has uncovered
that the deputy inspector, responsible for crime
suppression, had been involved in selling speed pills
over an extended period. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Activist sentenced to record 50
years in prison under royal defamation
law

(Im) The Court of Appeal in Thailand has sentenced
activist Mongkol Tirakot to 50 years in prison, adding
22 years to the original 28-year sentence, for violating
the country's royal defamation law. Mongkol, a
clothing merchant who was part of a broader activist
movement calling for political change and monarchy
reform, posted Facebook content that was ruled
defamatory toward the royal institution. The Court of
Appeal's decision is the longest-ever sentence for a
royal defamation conviction in Thailand. [JURIST]
[Benar News]

Thailand: Activist Arnon gets second
conviction, four more years in prison for
royal defamation

(bk) Thailand’s Criminal Court has sentenced activist
and lawyer Arnon Nampa to an additional four years in
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prison for violating the country’s royal defamation law
through three Facebook posts. The court found that
these posts violated the royal defamation law and the
Computer Crimes Act. [The Nation]

Arnon had previously been sentenced to four years in
prison and fined for making defamatory remarks
against the King during a rally in 2020, and this new
sentence brings his total imprisonment to eight years.
Arnon faces 14 cases, denies wrongdoing, and plans to
appeal, potentially to the Supreme Court. [Channel
News Asial

Thailand's lése-majesté law carries a maximum 15-year
sentence for each perceived royal insult. According to
the Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, as of December
31,2022, 1,938 people have been prosecuted for
political expression, with 262 facing lese-majesté
charges and 138 charged with sedition. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Health Department warns of
declining birth rates, advises legal
reforms, improved welfare system

(msz) Health Department Director-General Atchara
Nithiapinyasakul warned of a looming labor shortage
crisis in Thailand during a seminar in Phetchabun. She
emphasized that the country could encounter a labor
shortage over the next six decades if the declining
birth rate remains unchecked. [Bangkok Post]

In 2023, Thailand recorded more deaths than births for
the first time, with over 500,000 deaths compared to
480,000 births. Atchara predicted that this trend could
result in a scenario where 14 million working-age
individuals would need to support 18 million senior
citizens, leading to labor shortages and increased tax
burdens.

Atchara proposed legal reforms, including revising the
Surrogacy Act to permit same-sex couples to use
surrogacy and enhancing the government's welfare
system to aid couples experiencing fertility issues.

Thailand: EEC partners with NBTC to drive
foreign investment through digital
upgrades

(bk) The governing body of the Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC), a special economic zone of three
provinces in eastern Thailand, is aiming to increase
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annual foreign investment to THB 100 billion, up from
the current THB 70 billion, with a focus on enhancing
the country's competitiveness in the digital sector.
[Bangkok Post]

On January 16, the EEC Office signed a three-year
memorandum of understanding with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to collaborate on promoting investment in the
EEC by strengthening network infrastructure to
facilitate wireless services and centralized data
connectivity, enabling knowledge exchange, and
developing prototypes to promote 5G technology in
the EEC.

Regulatory sandbox areas have been granted for
innovation projects, and there is consideration for
establishing a Digital Industry and Innovation
Promotion Zone. The digital industry, encompassing e-
commerce, loT, digital content, and cloud computing, is
expected to attract both domestic and foreign
investments.

Thailand: Bid to reopen Preah Vihear
temple access, maritime dispute looms
ahead of Cambodia talks

(msz/Im) In Thailand, lawmakers from both houses of
parliament have urged Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
to discuss the reopening of access to the Preah Vihear
temple complex and address a maritime dispute
during his upcoming meeting with Cambodia's Prime
Minister, Hun Manet, who is scheduled for an official
visit to Bangkok on February 7.

Lawmakers from Thailand's northeastern border
province of Si Sa Ket, representing the ruling Pheu Thai
Party, have once more urged Prime Minister Srettha to
address the issue of access to the disputed Preah
Vihear temple complex. This UNESCO World Heritage
Site is located on the Thailand-Cambodia border,
access to the temple from Si Sa Ket province has been
restricted since 2008 due to military escalations.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Efforts to reopen access to the temple have garnered
increased interest from Thai policymakers, particularly
the House committee on foreign affairs chaired by
Noppadon Patama, a Pheu Thai MP and former foreign
minister who strongly advocates for restoring access to
the temple. In January, the committee called upon the
governor of Si Sa Ket and military representatives to
gather information regarding border tensions related
to the temple.
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Additionally, Senator Khamnoon Sitthisaman has called
on the government to address a maritime dispute with
Cambodia concerning overlapping border areas in the
Gulf of Thailand before engaging in talks about joint
energy resource development in the contested region.
[Bangkok Post 2]

A 2001 memorandum of understanding stipulated that
maritime border demarcation and joint development
must be addressed as an "indivisible package," but
multiple rounds of talks have failed to make headway
due to the ongoing dispute over maritime boundaries.

Thailand: Defense Ministry stresses
military recruitment amid conscription
debate

(bk) The permanent secretary at Thailand's Defense
Ministry, General Sanitchanok Sangkhachan, defended
the need for military conscription during a budget
hearing. He stated that military conscription or
voluntary enlistments were necessary to maintain the
military reserve system. [The Nation]

General Sanitchanok noted that the conscription
system encouraged high-school and university
students to undergo territory defense training instead
of being conscripted, with the trained students
potentially becoming commanders of reserved forces
units in case of war.

The topic of abolishing compulsory conscription has
been a political issue in Thailand, with some parties
promising to end it, but the Defense Ministry aims to
increase incentives for voluntary enlistments and is
planning to use new technologies like drones for
border monitoring. Additionally, there are plans for an
early retirement program for generals and lower-
ranking soldiers to save costs in the long run.

Thailand: Army sergeant detained in
killings in Nakhon Phanom province

(Im) In Thailand, an army sergeant is being questioned
in connection with the fatal shooting of two petrol
station workers that occurred last month in Nakhon
Phanom province. A military weapon believed to have
been used in the shootings was seized from the
soldier's residence. The soldier has denied any
involvement in the incident. [Bangkok Post]
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Vietnam: Legislator concludes fifth
extraordinary session; policies expected
to drive growth

(wn/Im) Vietnam's 15th National Assembly (NA)
concluded its fifth extraordinary session on January 18,
with key legislative achievements including the
approval of the amended Land Law. The passing of the
amended Land Law, alongside the amended Housing
Law and Real Estate Business Law, aims to create a
comprehensive legal framework for land management
suitable for the socialist-oriented market economy.
[Nhan Dan] [Viet Nam News]

The amended Land Law introduces several new
regulations, including expanding land use rights,
addressing land access issues, improving land use
efficiency, and enhancing state management
effectiveness. It also emphasizes improving land data
and information accessibility for the public and
streamlining administrative procedures. It is set to take
effect on January 1, 2025.

Additionally, the NA approved the amended Law on
Credit Institutions, enhancing the institutional
framework in the banking sector and promoting safety
and stability in the banking system. This law will be
effective from July 1, 2024. [see entry below]

The NA also passed a resolution on mechanisms and
policies to implement national target programs,
particularly those related to building new rural areas,
sustainable poverty reduction, and socio-economic
development in ethnic minority and mountainous
regions.

Regarding financial and budgetary matters, nearly VND
64 trillion (around USD 2.6 billion) was allocated for
national defense, security, state management, science
and technology, and transportation. A significant
portion will go to key transportation projects,
contributing to the goal of having over 3,000 km of
expressways by 2025.

Vietnam: Legislature passes resolution to
cut bank stake limits

(Im) Vietnam's legislature has passed a resolution to
reduce the maximum stake that investors can own in
domestic banks, aiming to mitigate the risk of market
manipulation. Starting in July, the law will limit
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institutional investors, including pension and
investment funds, to holding a maximum of 10 percent
equity, down from the current 15 percent. [Thaiger]

This regulatory change follows the exposure of
Vietnam's largest financial fraud case in late 2022,
involving real estate mogul Truong My Lan, who
allegedly drained USD 12.5 billion from Saigon Joint
Stock Commercial Bank (SCB). She exploited her
effective control of the bank through nominees.

While the reform has received support from the
National Assembly, critics argue that previous
ownership caps didn't prevent fraud. Additionally,
there are concerns that the new regulation may deter
investment in Vietnamese banks, especially as the
banking system faces rising bad loans and a potential
property sector crisis. The reform contradicts foreign
investors' requests to eliminate or increase the existing
30 percent cap on total foreign ownership of banks.

The limit on individual ownership will remain at 5
percent, rather than being reduced to 3 percent as
initially planned. The reform also grants more
authority to Vietnam's central bank to intervene in
cases of large cash withdrawals or early signs of bank
distress, following a significant financial scandal.

Vietnam: ‘Everything is good’ with top
leader's health, Prime Minister Chinh says

(Im) During the World Economic Forum's annual
meeting in Davos, Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham
Minh Chinh has reassured that there are no health
issues concerning the country's top leader, Nguyen
Phu Trong, stating that "everything is good." [Nikkei
Asia]

Earlier in the month, Trong had not appeared in official
schedules during meetings with visiting foreign
leaders, including Indonesian President Joko Widodo
and Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, leading
to widespread speculation about his health.

This statement comes in response to recent
speculations about Trong's health, which arose when
he did not appear in official schedules during meetings
with foreign leaders earlier in the month, including
Indonesian President Joko Widodo and Laos' Prime
Minister Sonexay Siphandone. Trong, aged 79, on
January 15 attended an extraordinary session of
Vietnam's National Assembly after being hospitalized
due to an unspecified illness. However, during the
session, he was seen leaving with the assistance of
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aides after delivering the opening speech. [AIR No. 3,
January/2024, 3]

Vietnam: Court starts trial of 100 accused
in Dak Lak shootings

(Im) A court in in Vietnam's central Dak Lak province
has commenced the trial of 100 individuals in
connection with violent attacks on two People's
Committee offices in the country's Central Highlands.
The first-instance trial, which began on January 16, will
run until January 26. [Radio Free Asia]

Among the 100 defendants, 92 are charged with
terrorism following the 2023 attack, resulting in the
deaths of nine people, including four policemen, two
commune officials, and three civilians. One person is
being tried for concealing crimes, and another for
aiding individuals in entering and exiting the country
illegally. Six defendants residing abroad are being tried
in absentia for terrorism.

While 93 of the defendants belong to ethnic minorities,
Vietnamese authorities have rejected claims of ethnic
discrimination, injustice, and poverty among the
Montagnard people as motives for the attack, even
asserting that there are no Montagnards in Vietnam's
Central Highlands. Authorities allege that all
participants were members of a United States-based
organization that ordered them to infiltrate Vietnam
and carry out the attack.

Montagnards, a term coined by French colonialists,
refers to around 30 tribes living in the Central
Highlands, many of whom practice Christianity. Critics
argue that the Vietnamese government has long
oppressed Montagnards by confiscating their land and
restricting religious freedom.

Vietnam: Government asks UN Human
Rights Office to correct information

(Im) Vietnam's government has requested the United
Nations Human Rights Office to rectify inaccurate
information concerning the nation's human rights
commitments. Hanoi has refuted a claim posted on the
UN agency's website, which asserted that Vietnam had
committed to implementing various human rights
reforms by the year 2099, categorically stating that this
information is entirely incorrect. [Voice of Vietnam]
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The government underlined that Vietnam, along with
other countries, had made commitments during the
75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in December 2023, vowing to promote
human rights through specific actions. It also
emphasized that Vietham's commitments are ongoing
and align with the nation's consistent efforts to
safeguard and advocate for human rights in
accordance with established policies.

Vietnam: Police detain former chief
editors of The Young People newspaper

(wn) Police in Ho Chi Minh City have searched the
residences and workplaces of two former top editors
of a major newspaper, The Young People, and
subsequently arrested them. They are being
investigated for alleged violations related to the
construction of a high-rise building. The charges
include violating regulations on the management and
use of state assets, causing losses and waste. [RFA]

The case is linked to the sale of a plot of land in Ho Chi
Minh City, initially intended for the newspaper's
headquarters. However, the editors signed a
cooperation agreement with Vinpearl Tourism and
Services Joint Stock Co. to construct a high-rise
complex. Eventually, the contract was terminated, and
the land was transferred to a private owner, resulting
in losses to the state.

The Young People newspaper is under the management
of the Vietnam Youth Federation, which is affiliated
with the ruling Communist Party of Vietnam.

Vietnam: White paper on country’s
economy in 2023 released

(wn) Vietnam Report JSC, a company in financial data
sourcing and market information for foreign investors,
has released a white paper on the Vietnamese
economy in 2023. Despite global economic challenges
and domestic issues, Vietnam achieved a 5.05 percent
GDP growth rate and witnessed recovery in areas like
exports and industrial production. [Vietham Plus]

The report highlighted growth in revenue across
industry-construction, services, and agro-forestry-
fisheries sectors. Additionally, there was a slight
increase in return on assets (ROA) and return on equity
(ROE) but a decrease in return on sales (ROS). Key
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sectors like pharmacy, logistics, tourism, hotels -
resorts, and animal feed saw improvements, except for
logistics, impacted by the global economic downturn.

The report emphasized that businesses, if they
overcome current difficulties, can drive the economy
and strengthen their position in supply chains. Flexible
adaptation and strong branding were identified as
crucial factors for success in 2024 as the economic
situation gradually improves.

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China expands trade reach in South
America with new Silk Road mega port

(yg) China is reportedly set to further strengthen its
trade relations with South America through the
development of a new USD 3.5 billion deep water
mega port in Chancay, Peru.

Slated to begin operations later this year, the port
marks China's first major maritime foothold in South
America. Majority-owned by the Chinese state-owned
company Cosco Shipping, this infrastructure project is
a part of China's expansive Belt and Road Initiative.
The port aims to significantly reduce travel time for
cargo ships from South America to Asia, bypassing the
Panama Canal and shortening the journey by up to two
weeks for some exporters.

Peru's trade minister, Juan Mathews Salazar, envisions
the Chancay port transforming Peru into a pivotal
commercial and port hub linking South America and
Asia. The development underscores China's strategic



ambitions in Latin America, challenging the influence
of traditional powers like the United States and Europe
in the region.

Over the past decade, China has become the largest
trade partner for South America, surpassing the United
States, particularly in commodities like soy, corn, and
copper.

The establishment of the Chancay port is expected to
further consolidate Beijing's economic clout in the
region. With comprehensive construction initiated in
2018, the first phase of the port is expected to be
completed by November 2024, potentially coinciding
with Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit for the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in Peru.
[Reuters]

Chinese Foreign Minister’'s diplomatic visit
to Africa

(yq) During his six-day visit to Africa last week, covering
Egypt, Tunisia, Togo, and Cote d'lvoire, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi reaffirmed the partnership between
China and Africa. In bilateral talks, a commitment to
mutual recognition of sovereignty and shared
development was emphasized, marking a continuation
of China's longstanding diplomatic tradition of
prioritizing Africa as the first overseas visit of the year
by its foreign ministers.

During his stay in Egypt on January 14, Wang met with
the Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, agreeing to
strengthen communications under international
frameworks such as BRICS and the United Nations.
Both sides issued a joint statement highlighting their
shared commitment to closely monitor developments
in the Red Sea and stressed the importance of
ceasefire in Gaza [see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3].

In Tunisia, Wang held talks with Tunisian President Kais
Saied in Tunis on January 16. They discussed
consolidating mutual political trust and deepening
cooperation in various fields. Both sides expressed
opposition to unipolar hegemony and interference in
internal affairs.

The visit marks the 60th anniversary of China-Tunisia
diplomatic relations, with both countries reaffirming
the aim to strengthen high-level exchanges and
expand all-round cooperation. Discussions also
covered the Palestine-Israel conflict, with a joint stance
supporting Palestinian rights. [CGTN1]
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During his visit to Togo on January 17, Togolese
President Faure Gnassingbe and Wang expressed a
mutual desire to enhance bilateral ties and advance
Sino-African cooperation. Gnassingbe lauded the
development achievements made under the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation framework, acknowledging
China's significant contribution. Wang stressed that
China would support Togo in safeguarding its
sovereignty. [Reuters] [CGTN 2]

The meeting between Wang and Cote d'lvoire’s
President Alassane Ouattara emphasized Cote
d'lvoire's commitment to furthering ties with China,
acknowledging it as a key trading partner. Ouattara
reaffirmed his commitment to the one-China principle
and recognizing Taiwan as part of China. [CGTN 3]

UK police launches new unit to target
threats from China, Russia and Iran

(yq) The UK police launched on January 20 a new unit
targeting threats from China, Russia, and Iran.

Assistant Commissioner Matt Jukes, Britain's head of
counter-terrorism policing, highlighted this move as
the UK's most significant counteraction since the Cold
War.

This follows last year's passage of the national security
act, empowering the unit to tackle espionage and
political interference. [Reuters]

Swiss engineering group ABB's China
operations under US congressional
scrutiny

(yg) Documents show on January 19 that Swiss
engineering group ABB's operations in China are
currently under investigation by two U.S. Congress
committees, probing into the security threats and risks
posed by Beijing.

ABB has been asked to clarify its relationship with a
Chinese state-owned company, which has raised
"significant concerns" among the committees.

Despite ABB's previous document submissions, the
Congressional letter indicates that many crucial
questions remain unanswered. The focus of the
investigation is on potential cybersecurity risks and
supply chain vulnerabilities, particularly regarding ABB
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equipment installed by Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy
Industries (ZPMC) on U.S.-bound cranes.

This inquiry underlines the escalating tensions and
security concerns between the U.S. and China in the
global trade and technology sectors. [Reuters]

In response, on January 22, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry strongly opposed US restrictions and accused
the US of the “paranoia of victimisation” of a series of
recent US restrictions on Chinese companies. [Foreign
Ministry, China, in Chinese]

Canada tightens security on research
collaboration with China, Iran, Russia

(yq) Canada last week clampdown on researchers with
affiliations to mainly China-based universities and
some from Iran and Russia, in a move that according
to the government was aimed at addressing security
risks in research fields considered sensitive or critical
the country’s national security.

Ottawa announced it will not provide funding to
researchers associated with universities linked to
defense and security entities of the mentioned
countries that may compromise security.

The policy impacts federally funded research,
reflecting Canada's caution against foreign influence in
its research sector. The initiative aligns with the
broader concerns of the "Five Eyes" alliance,
emphasizing the need for vigilance against intellectual
property theft and other security threats posed by
these countries. [Reuters]

In response, the Chinese Foreign Ministry rejected the
accusations, dismissed the Canada'’s decision and
urged the Canadian to abandon bias and stop
politicizing technological cooperation. [Foreign
Ministry, China, in Chinese]

China's lobbying ahead of UN Human
Rights Review

(yq) According Reuters, which cites unnamed
diplomats and documents, China has been actively
lobbying non-Western countries to support its human
rights record, particularly considering criticisms over
its policies in Hong Kong and Xinjiang, ahead of its
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) by the United Nations
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Human Rights Council held on January 23 (to be
covered in the next AiR edition due to time difference).

Diplomats disclosed that China's mission at the United
Nations in Geneva sent memos to various envoys,
urging them to acknowledge Beijing's human rights
achievements and express support during the
upcoming UPR session.

The UPR marked the first such review for China since
2018, with specific focus on reported abuses in
Xinjiang, where the detention of Uyghurs and other
Muslim minorities has attracted global concern. A
report released by the UN in 2022 raised the possibility
that these actions might constitute crimes against
humanity, a claim that China has consistently denied.

China's approach to the UPR process this year reflects
a strategic effort to counter negative perceptions.
Diplomatic notes show China requesting support from
other nations, with emphasis on friendly bilateral
relations. Some notes even provided specific speaking
points to endorse China's record on women's rights
and disability issues. This maneuvering has been
described by observers as an exceptional scale of
lobbying at the UN Human Rights Council.

In response to these developments, countries like the
United States and Germany have prepared questions
and points of critique regarding China's human rights
practices. The US has urged China to cease human
rights abuses, including unjust detention and forced
labor, not only in Xinjiang but also in Tibet and Hong
Kong. Meanwhile, Germany inquired about the
number of people in Xinjiang's detention centers.
[VOA] [Reuters]

China tops Committee to Protect
Journalists list of imprisoned journalists

(ms) The 2023 report of the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJs) annual prison census for last year
reported with 320 the second highest number of
journalists in prison since the report was first
published in 1992.

The three countries with the most imprisoned
journalists alone account for more than 35 percent.
China is in first place with 44 imprisoned journalists,
followed by Myanmar with 43 and Belarus in third
place with 28 imprisoned journalists.

All the figures listed are only known cases, the report
asserts. The real figures are to be expected to be
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significantly higher.

The report highlights that in addition to the general
strong censorship and suppression of opposition
voices in China, the impact of implementation of the
National Security Law in Hong Kong that was adopted
in 2020 in response to the 2019 anti-government
protests.

Among other things, the law served as the basis for the
arrest of Jimmy Lai, the founder of the now-closed pro-
democracy newspaper Apple Daily, who has now been
in custody for more than three years. Lai is facing
charges of conspiring to collude with foreign forces
and conspiring to publish seditious material (see article
in this edition). [CPJ] [Radio Free Asia]

China leads G77 countries in calling for
major WTO and Bretton Woods reforms at
Kampala summit

(yg) China is leading an initiative to rally the Group of
77 developing countries for a major reform of the
global governance system, emphasizing the need for
changes in organizations like the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and the Bretton Woods system,
which many leaders in Africa, Asia, and Latin America
feel disproportionately favor the West.

Chinese Vice-Premier Liu Guozhong made this call
during the third South Summit in Kampala on January
21, which is the decision-making body of the 134-
country G77 and China. Liu stressed the importance of
making international development agencies more
efficient in supporting Global South countries and
advocated for raising their representation in
international governance.

This initiative aligns with increasing calls from various
nations to review institutions like the United Nations
Security Council, the WTO, the World Bank, and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), citing concerns that
they no longer adequately address changing global
dynamics. [South China Morning Post]

Chinese yuan gains more popularity in
Africa

(yq) The Bank of China (BOC) is expanding its presence
in Zambia by offering full-fledged banking services in
Chinese yuan (RMB). This marks a significant
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development in China's efforts to promote the use of
its currency in Africa.

The BOC has set up branches in Lusaka, the capital
city, and Kitwe, a mining town in the northern
Copperbelt region. The branches will cater to the
growing number of Chinese mining firms and
immigrants in the country.

China's push to encourage the use of its currency is
part of a broader effort to reduce its vulnerability to
economic sanctions. By promoting the yuan for trade,
China aims to reduce its reliance on the US dollar and
gain more influence in global trade and finance.

Egypt issued panda bonds worth 3.5 billion yuan
(approximately USD 490 million) in 2023 to secure
funds during an economic crisis, showcasing a shift
towards using alternative currencies in international
finance.

Many African countries, including Kenya, are
considering issuing panda bonds to diversify their
foreign currency exposure and reduce dependence on
the US dollar. China's growing economic influence in
Africa is driving the adoption of the renminbi, and this
trend is expected to continue in the coming years. The
establishment of bilateral currency swap agreements
between China's central bank and African counterparts
could further facilitate the use of the yuan in cross-
border trade and finance, strengthening economic ties
between China and African nations. [South China
Morning Post]

Japan reaffirms regional security
cooperation with South Korea and US

(sh) On January 20, Kim Gunn, South Korea's special
representative for Korean Peninsula peace and
security affairs, held a meeting with his Japanese and
U.S. counterparts, Hiroyuki Namazu and Jung Pak in
Seoul.

During the talks, the senior diplomats affirmed their
commitment to closer cooperation in response to
North Korea's recent firing of an intermediate-range
solid-fuel ballistic missile.

The officials further expressed deep concern over
weapon transfers from North Korea to Russia and the
growing military ties between Pyongyang and Moscow
amid the wad in Ukraine. T


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-jjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-jjl/

The talks happened after North Korea's successful test-
firing of a missile with a hypersonic warhead. Inter-
Korean tensions escalated when North Korean Leader
Kim Jong Un proposed a constitutional change
designating South Korea as a "primary foe and
invariable principal enemy” [see AiR No. 3,
January/2024, 3] [Kyodo News]

Mongolian Prime Minister hold bilateral
talks at World Economic Forum

(ap) On the sidelines of last week’s 54th Annual
Meeting of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos-
Klosters, Switzerland, Mongolian Prime Minister of
Mongolia Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai held several
bilateral meetings. [Aki Press]

In a meeting with the President of Singapore Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, both leaders discussed mutually
beneficial economic cooperation. The Mongolian
Premier expressed that Mongolia is seeing in
Singapore an essential partner in Southeast Asia and
that Mongolia is willing to adopt Singapore's model,
technology, and urban development. It was also
discussed to establish direct flights between the two
countries to boost tourism development. [Montsame]

Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai also met with the Swiss
President Viola Patricia Amherd. He expressed his
gratitude to the Swiss contribution of development
projects of Mongolia, sustaining the agriculture,
mining, and education sector in Mongolia. Viola
Amherd emphasized future cooperation with
strengthening the border guards of Mongolia.
[Montsame 2]

In a third meeting with President of Armenia Vahagn
Khachaturyan, the two sides discuss how to enrich the
traditionally friendly relations between the two
countries and how to expand their area of mutual
interest. The Mongolian Premier invited President of
Armenia to attend the Mongolian Economic Forum to
be held in Ulaanbaatar in July. [Aki Press 2]

Furthermore, Oyun-Erdene held talks with South
Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-soo to discuss ways
to strengthen their bilateral ties, expanding their
interests in regional and international platforms, and
continue exchanging views on future directions.
Premier Han Ducks-soo pointed out the start of
negotiations on the Economic Partnership Agreement
between Mongolia and the Republic of Korea and the
joint research center for rare earth metals.
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The Mongolian Prime Minister also met with Odile
Renaud-Basso, President of the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development. In this meeting he
noted that the European Bank made valuable
contributions to develop the economy and expansion
of cooperation in the future. During the meeting both
sides discussed renewable energy and Mongolia's
transition to green energy. [Montsame]

In addition, Oyun-Erdene said that Mongolia was close
to reach an agreement with the French multinational
nuclear company Orano to exploit a vast uranium mine
and that a working group is aiming to finalize the
agreement between the two countries.

British-Australian mining group Rio Tinto also
participated in the discussion with Mongolia in order to
share knowledge and expertise to tailor a good
agreement with France. [Barron's]

North Korea defends stepped-up military
measures during the Non-Aligned
Movement summit

(ap) During the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit
in Kampala, Uganda, North Korea has reaffirmed its
right to defend its sovereignty against US-led military
threats and actions, claiming that it conducted an
underwater nuclear test system (see article in this
edition).

Pyongyang added that North Korea's aims are in
parallel with NAM's ideas to reject any form of
infringement of a country’s sovereign right or
intervention.

NAM was created to promote the interests of
developing nations during the Cold War tensions in
1961. North Korea joined in 1975 against imperialism.

During the summit North Korea held talks with
Belarus's foreign minister Sergei Aleinik to discuss
enhancing their bilateral cooperation, however no
further details were shown. [Yonhap] [Belta]

Allies assure Taiwan support after cut of
ties with Nauru

(jr) Marshall, Tuvalu and the Palau Islands reiterated
support for Taiwan as reported by Taiwan’'s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on January 16.
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This came shortly after Taipei terminated diplomatic
relations with Nauru which on January 15 switched ties
to Beijing, leaving Taiwan with 12 remaining allies [see
AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3]. [Taiwan Today]

Chinese research vessel heading to
Maldives, India closely monitors move

(Im) A Chinese research vessel is currently en route to
the Maldives, which has raised concerns in India. The
presence of such research vessels near India's shores
has been a cause for concern in the past, especially
given the strategic importance of the Indian Ocean
region. New Delhi has previously expressed its
reservations about similar visits by Chinese research
vessels to its neighbors, such as Sri Lanka. [rediff.com]

The timing of this development is noteworthy, as it
coincides with Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu's
recent state visit to China, during which both countries
aimed to strengthen their bilateral ties. President
Muizzu's government has been perceived as shifting its
focus towards China, which has caused strains in its
relationship with India. One significant move that
added to the tension was the Maldivian government's
request for the withdrawal of nearly 80 Indian troops
stationed in the Maldives [see AIR No. 3, January/2024,
3.

President of United Nations General
Assembly visits India

(fd) The President of the United Nations General
Assembly, Dennis Francis, on January 23 began a five-
day official visit to India. During his visit, he will discuss
various issues, including geopolitical tensions
worldwide, India's contributions to the United Nations,
and upcoming global meetings. [Economic Times]
[United Nations India]

Francis paid tribute to Mahatma Gandhi at his
memorial in New Delhi, highlighting Gandhi's
inspirational philosophy. He will also deliver addresses
on topics such as peace, progress, prosperity,
sustainability, and digital public infrastructure in
different locations across India, including Jaipur and
Mumbai.
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India expresses concern over Gaza
humanitarian crisis, calls for peaceful
resolution at NAM Summit

(fd) During the 19th NAM Summit-Ministerial Meeting
in Uganda, India voiced its "deepest concern" over the
humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and emphasized
the need for restraint, de-escalation, and a peaceful
resolution of the Israel-Hamas conflict. India called for
timely humanitarian assistance to Gaza and supported
a Two-State solution for Israel-Palestine. [Business
Standard]

India's Republic Day invite to Taliban
envoy sparks controversy

(Im) The Indian Embassy in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has invited Badruddin Haqqgani, the Charge
d'Affaires at the Afghan Embassy in Abu Dhabi and a
former member of the Haqqgani network, to its
Republic Day reception. This invitation has drawn
criticism as Haggani was formerly associated with a
terrorist group responsible for attacks on Indian
missions in Afghanistan. However, Indian officials
argue that the invitation is routine and extended to all
diplomatic missions accredited by the UAE
government. [The Hindu]

Some view this invitation as a sign of "creeping
recognition" of the Taliban regime, which has not been
officially recognized by any country. While no country
has officially recognized the Taliban regime, several
countries have accredited Taliban representatives as
acting ambassadors, and the Taliban's flag has been
hoisted in some diplomatic missions. China even
accepted a Taliban appointee as a fully accredited
ambassador in December last year.

India, The Maldives foreign ministers
discuss bilateral relations amid strained
ties

(aa) On the sidelines of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) summit in Kampala, Uganda, India's External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met with his Maldivian
counterpart, Moosa Zameer, to discuss bilateral
relations between India and the Maldives.
Development and infrastructure projects, such as the
“Greater Male Connectivity Project”, were also
discussed. Both ministers concluded their exchange by
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reaffirming the importance of cooperation within the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) and NAM. [NDTV] [Prothom Alo]

This meeting is significant, given recent developments
in India-Maldives relations. Earlier this month, the
Maldives formally requested withdrawal of Indian
troops from the island nation by March 15 [see AiR No.
3, January/2024, 3]. Additionally, derogatory comments
about Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi were
made by three Maldivian deputy ministers on social
media, further complicating the situation. [see AIR AiR
No. 2, January/2024, 2].

The India-Maldives core group is scheduled to meet in
New Delhi next month to discuss the withdrawal of
Indian troops from the Maldives by the specified
deadline. These troops have been stationed in the
Maldives to provide support for military equipment
provided by India and to assist in humanitarian efforts
in the region. [The Economic Times]

Nepal will never join any military alliance,
foreign minister says

(Im) Nepal's Foreign Minister NP Saud reaffirmed the
country's commitment to a non-aligned foreign policy
during a meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
in Uganda. He emphasized Nepal's stance of never
joining any military alliance or security pact of any
country. [The Kathmandu Post]

Saud also stressed the importance of NAM advocating
for global cooperation on sustainable development
goals, climate justice, and technology transfer while
highlighting Nepal's efforts to graduate from least
developed country status.

In addition to global collaboration, Saud called for
enhanced cooperation among NAM member states in
areas such as trade, investment, technology transfer,
and more. He informed the international community
about Nepal's efforts to graduate from the status of a
Least Developed Country (LDC) and achieve its
development and prosperity aspirations.

The Philippines ranked first in child
displacement in Asia

(Im) In a recent UNICEF report, the Philippines emerges
as the country in Asia with the highest number of
children displaced by natural disasters between 2016
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and 2021. Natural disasters in this context include
events like floods, storms, droughts, and fires. During
this period, there were a total of 43.1 million children
displaced globally, with 22.1 million affected by storms,
19.7 million by floods, 1.3 million by droughts, and
810,000 by fires. [Dhaka Tribune]

The East Asia and Pacific region accounted for the
largest number of displaced children, totaling 19
million or 44 percent of the global figure. Specifically,
the Philippines had the highest number of child
displacements in Asia, with 9.7 million, followed by
India and China with 6.7 million and 6.4 million
displaced children, respectively. Other countries
featured on the list of nations with the highest child
displacements due to natural disasters include
Somalia, the United States, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Vietnam, and Cuba.

Indonesia reportedly initiates legal action
against Israel at the IC)

(jb) Indonesia has initiated legal action against Israel,
filing a lawsuit at the International Court of Justice (IC))
in The Hague, as reported by Israel's Maariv
newspaper. This move follows South Africa's recent
lawsuit accusing Israel of genocide against Palestinians
in Gaza.

Indonesia's Foreign Ministry, assembling a team of
experts, aims to hold Israel accountable for its "policies
and practices" in occupied Palestinian territories.
Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi stated that the case
supports the global order based on international law
and stands in solidarity with the Palestinians.

The IC] recently held hearings for South Africa's case,
prompting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to assert that no external force, including The Hague,
would deter their actions in Gaza. [Middle East
Monitor]

Meanwhile, Indonesia and Slovenia have pledged
support for a case against Israel at the International
Court of Justice, addressing violations of Palestinian
rights. Both nations will join proceedings seeking an
advisory opinion on Israel's policies and control over
occupied Palestinian territory.

The UN General Assembly requested the ICJ's opinion
in December 2022, prior to Israel's ongoing conflict in
Gaza. Slovenia, citing increased violence in the West
Bank and Gaza, will participate in the February 19
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hearing, when the IC] will address Slovenia's and
Indonesia's concerns [Antara News] [The New Arab]

Indonesia takes helm of ASEAN-Korea
Tourism and Culture Group in Seoul

(jb) Indonesia has been elected to lead the Tourism
and Culture Working Group of the ASEAN-Korea Centre
in Seoul. This announcement was made by Alex
Macatuno, the head of the cultural and tourism
cooperation division at the ASEAN-Korea Centre.

Out of the 11 ASEAN representatives, Indonesia
emerged as the chosen leader, with its embassy in
Seoul appointed as the Chair. [Tempo.co]

Deakin and Lancaster Universities forge
partnership with Indonesia's GIFT City

(jb) Deakin University, in collaboration with Lancaster
University, is set to establish a joint campus in
Indonesia's GIFT City, marking a historic venture as the
first UK branch campus in the country. Deakin, the first
international university in India's GIFT City, has been
developing the campus since 2021. Lancaster, having
received approval as the first UK university to open a
branch campus in Indonesia, emphasizes its
commitment to positive contributions and community
building.

Navitas, a key operational partner, will lead the
delivery at the joint campus, drawing on its successful
collaborations with both universities in Germany and
Australia. The new campus aims to initially
accommodate 1,500 students and 100 staff, offering
dual degrees in Business and Information Technology.
The partnership, supported by the Indonesian, UK, and
Australian governments, strives to respond to global
educational needs, challenges, and demands. The first
student intake is anticipated in September 2024,
reflecting the universities' dedication to enhancing the
UK-Indonesia education partnership [The PIE News]

Indonesia receives grants to eliminate
HIV, tuberculosis and malaria

(yr) The Indonesian government received grant funds
amounting to USD 309 million (approximately IDR 4.6
trillion) from the Global Fund for HIV, tuberculosis and
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malaria elimination programs for the 2024-2026
period.

Minister of Health Budi Gunadi Sadikin stated that the
funds were a global commitment in efforts to eliminate
these three diseases.

The grant funds are divided into several components,
including AIDS (USD 103.7 million), tuberculosis (USD
126 million), malaria (USD 35.6 million), and health
system strengthening (USD 14.4 million). [Indonesian
Ministry of Health, in Indonesian] [Antara]

Malaysia presents perspective of the
Palestinian people during the UN debate

(ba) Malaysia is escalating its efforts to firmly stand
with Palestine and its population, currently facing
attacks from Israeli forces.

Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan will lead the
Malaysian delegation to the Ministerial Open Debate at
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in New
York January 23. The debate will address the Middle
East situation, focusing on the ongoing challenges in
Palestine.

During the session, Mohamad is expected to reiterate
Malaysia's call for an immediate ceasefire, strongly
oppose the forced displacement of Palestinians, and
emphasize the critical need for unimpeded
humanitarian aid delivery to address the crisis in Gaza.

Scheduled to meet with UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, Mohamad will express Malaysia's support for
the latest appeals to expedite, safely deliver,
comprehensively address, and continuously provide
humanitarian aid to Gaza without hindrance. Malaysia
also backs Sigrid Kaag in her new role as the
Humanitarian Coordinator and Rebuilding Coordinator
for Gaza.

In addition to diplomatic efforts, Malaysia is actively
engaged in legal actions at the international level
concerning the Palestinian issue. Mohamad will lead
the Malaysian delegation to the Public Hearing Session
seeking the Advisory Opinion of the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) on the legal consequences arising from
Israel's policies and ongoing violations against the
occupied Palestinian territories, including East
Jerusalem. The session, scheduled to take place at the
Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands, will
commence on February 19, with Malaysia expected to
deliver an Oral Statement on February 22. Stressing full
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support for legal actions initiated by South Africa
against Israel regarding violations of responsibilities
under the 1948 Genocide Convention, Malaysia is
exploring additional options to further support this
case. [Astro Awani] [New Straits Time]

The Philippines to propose ASEAN Al
regulatory framework during chair in 2026

(Ib) The Philippines is planning to propose the
establishment of a regulatory framework for artificial
intelligence (Al) in Southeast Asia, based on its own
draft legislation. The proposal will be presented to the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) when
the Philippines chairs the bloc in 2026. [Reuters]

The aim is to provide a legal framework for Al in the
region, addressing concerns related to generative Al
and cybersecurity. While some ASEAN states have
taken a business-friendly approach to Al regulation,
the Philippines believes a regulatory framework is
essential to support and optimize Al developments
within the ASEAN context, particularly for its business
process outsourcing sector.

Speaker Martin Romualdez told leaders of
ASEAN gathered for the World Economic
Forum that the Philippines is an ideal
investment destination

(Ib) Philippine Speaker Martin Romualdez addressed
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at
the World Economic Forum in Switzerland, promoting
the Philippines as an "ideal destination" for foreign
investments. Highlighting the country's unique
demographic advantage, young working population
with a median age of 25, and English-speaking
workforce, Romualdez emphasized the Philippines'
openness for business and willingness to engage with
the global community. He commended ASEAN's
centrality and unity, attributing the region's emergence
as a bright spot in the global economy post-COVID.
Romualdez also informed ASEAN leaders of
congressional initiatives to remove restrictive
provisions in the 1987 Constitution and expressed a
desire to learn from the successes of neighboring
ASEAN members like Vietnam and Thailand. [PhilStar]
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US Under Secretary to visit Vietnam, The
Philippines, South Korea

(Ib/lIm) Under Secretary for Economic Growth, Energy,
and the Environment Jose W. Fernandez is scheduled
to visit the Philippines as part of his trip to Vietnam,
the Philippines, and the Republic of Korea from
January 22 to February 1. [U.S. Department of State]

Vietham

During his stay in Vietnam, Undersecretary Fernandez
will focus on several key areas. Firstly, he aims to
enhance trade opportunities between the United
States and Vietnam. This includes exploring avenues
for increased economic engagement, especially
following President Biden's visit to Vietnam in
September 2023, which upgraded the relationship to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

Clean energy collaboration is another crucial aspect of
the visit. The United States is keen to work with
Vietnam to develop clean and sustainable energy
solutions. The discussions may include partnerships in
renewable energy projects and initiatives to combat
climate change.

Furthermore, cooperation in semiconductors and the
supply chain is on the agenda. Given the global
shortage of semiconductors, fostering collaboration in
this sector is vital for both countries' economic
interests.

The Philippines

In the Philippines, Undersecretary Fernandez is
expected to address the country's economic stability
and supply chain diversification efforts. Additionally,
opportunities for American investment in the critical
mineral sector, which plays a pivotal role in various
industries, will be highlighted.

South Korea

Undersecretary Fernandez will co-chair the 8th US-
Republic of Korea (ROK) Senior Economic Dialogue
during his visit to South Korea. Key areas of
collaboration include critical minerals, semiconductors,
and energy security.

India, United States plan development
programs in the Philippines
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(Ib) India and the United States are reportedly in
discussions to initiate joint development initiatives in
the Philippines, exploring sectors such as education,
energy, agriculture, and health. The targeted sectors
for collaboration will be finalized later this year. [Mint]

The collaboration under the India-U.S. Triangular
Development Partnership is expected to address
global development challenges, extending previous
joint efforts in Africa, Southeast Asia, and now
potentially in the Pacific Islands.

Energy projects are highlighted as a potential sector
for cooperation, building on the Philippines’
engagement in the "Energy Secure Philippines"
program with US support.

The Philippines aims for military pact with
Japan, signs defense cooperation MoU
with Canada

(Ib) The Philippines is planning to sign an agreement
with Japan in the first quarter of the year that would
allow for the deployment of military forces on each
other's soil. This move is part of the Philippines' efforts
to strengthen its ties with neighbors and other
countries to counter what it perceives as increasingly
aggressive actions by Beijing in the South China Sea.
[The Japan Times]

In related events, The Philippines and Canada have
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on
defense cooperation, which could eventually lead to a
troop pact between the two countries. This MoU will
facilitate cooperation between their defense and
military establishments on various fronts, including
military education, training exchanges, information
sharing, peacekeeping operations, and disaster
response. The Defense Secretary of the Philippines
mentioned the possibility of a Visiting Forces
Agreement (VFA) with Canada in the future, similar to
the one the Philippines has with the United States. [US
News & World Report]

Singapore’s President Tharman meets
Chinese Premier, Ukraine President, other
leaders in Davos

(Ib/Im) Singapore's President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam held meetings with Chinese Premier
Li Qiang, Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky,
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Mongolia's Prime Minister, and Luxembourg's Prime
Minister during the World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2024 in Davos, Switzerland. [The Straits Times]

Discussions with Premier Li focused on collaboration
between Singapore and China in green economy
initiatives and financial market development, with
Tharman reaffirming Singapore's "one China" policy.
The meeting with President Zelensky centered on
Singapore's support for Ukraine in the aftermath of
Russia's invasion and explored potential cooperation in
cybersecurity, smart cities, and food exports.

Singapore, European Union, United States
representatives discuss Al regulation

(Ib) During a session at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, representatives from the United States, the
European Commission, and Singapore discussed the
challenges of regulating artificial intelligence (Al) and
the need for global collaboration. [Diginomica]

While the speakers emphasized the importance of
cooperation, there was an underlying recognition of
the competitive nature of the Al landscape. The
European Union has already reached a political deal on
its Al Act, and the US is working on Al safety and
security standards. Singapore acknowledged the lack
of alignment in Al regulations globally and suggested
that the regulatory landscape would evolve over time.

Thailand's Prime Minister promotes
'seamless ASEAN', urges minimum wage
hike

(tt) Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has put
forward an ambitious vision for the future of ASEAN
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) during a
session at the annual meeting of the World Economic
Forum. His vision revolves around the concept of
"Seamless ASEAN," which aims to create a framework
allowing foreign investors and tourists to navigate the
region with ease. In his vision, each of the ten ASEAN
member nations retains its unique advantages while
facilitating the flow of people, goods, and investments
across borders within the bloc. [Nikkei Asia]

Srettha envisions harmonizing tax incentives,
facilitating visa-free cross-border movements, and
addressing other regulatory hurdles to achieve this
seamless integration. One of the concrete examples he
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mentioned is a "four countries, one destination" tourist
arrangement involving Thailand, Vietham, Cambodia,
and Laos. This concept is reminiscent of Europe's
Schengen Agreement, which eliminated internal
border controls and allowed freedom of movement
across signatory countries.

The Prime Minister indicated that the four countries
are close to reaching an agreement, with just a few
remaining obstacles to overcome. He suggested that
this significant agreement could be realized within six
months.

Furthermore, Srettha advocated for collaborative
efforts among fellow ASEAN member states to elevate
minimum wage standards. Discussing the strategies to
lure foreign investments, Srettha emphasized the
necessity of shifting away from the reliance on low
labor costs, which he saw as an impediment to the
region's economic advancement. Instead, he
underscored the significance of focusing on alternative
factors, including clean energy, high-quality
international education institutions, robust public
healthcare systems, transparent capital markets, a
corruption-free environment, and streamlined
business operations. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand submits letter of intent to join
OECD

(bk) Thailand has submitted a letter of intent to join the
Organization of Economic and Cooperation
Development (OECD), with the approval process
expected to take 5-7 years. The move seen as a step
toward global economic competitiveness, with the goal
of making Thailand the first ASEAN member in the
organization. [Thai PBS]

OECD's evaluations for new membership focus on five
structural components: an open trade and investment
system, policies promoting social equality and
opportunities, effective public governance, anti-
corruption measures, and a commitment to
environmental protection. The government is focusing
on fulfilling the OECD criteria, particularly in the three
latter areas. Despite progress, challenges include the
need for skilled workers and meeting evolving
environmental standards. [Bangkok Post]

Thai deputy foreign affairs minister hold
talks with Benin, Lesotho officials
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(tt) Jakkapong Sangmanee, Thailand's Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs, engaged in bilateral discussions with
foreign counterparts from Benin and Lesotho during
the 19th Non-Aligned Movement Summit in Kampala,
Uganda. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs 2]

With Olushegun Adjadi Bakari, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation of Benin, the focus was on
development cooperation, particularly in rice farming,
fishing, and sustainable development. Thailand
expressed its willingness to share knowledge and
experience through projects managed by the Thailand
International Cooperation Agency (TICA). Additionally,
they explored the potential for visa exemptions for
diplomatic and official passport holders.

Lejone Mpotjoane, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Relations of Lesotho, discussed their
positive relations, especially in Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy (SEP) and human capacity development.
Lesotho extended an invitation to Thai businesses to
invest in various sectors, including gemstone mining,
clean energy (solar, wind, hydropower), and pig and
poultry farming.

Vietnam's Vice President meets with
leaders of Uganda, United Nations, Iran

(wn) Vietnam'’s Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan held
meetings with the President of Uganda, Yoweri
Museveni, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
(UN), Antonio Guterres, and the First Vice President of
Iran, Mohammad Mokhber. These meetings took place
on the sidelines of the 19th Summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) in Kampala, the capital city of
Uganda. [Nhan Dan]

The Ugandan and Vietnamese leaders discussed ways
to enhance cooperation in all fields, increase
delegation exchanges, and coordinate and support
each other at multilateral forums. Leaders agreed to
sign bilateral cooperation documents, including
investment facilitation, protection, and double-taxation
avoidance. The agreements will complete the legal
framework for bilateral economic cooperation.

During her discussions with UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, Vice President Xuan expressed
Vietnam's strong support for multilateralism and
global governance through the UN. She highlighted
Vietnam's commitment to the UN's common efforts,
including the Sustainable Development Goals and the
target of net zero emissions by 2050. Guterres praised
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Vietnam's role in promoting global peace and affirmed
the UN's readiness for multifaceted cooperation with
Vietnam.

In her meeting with First Vice President of Iran
Mohammad Mokhber, both leaders applauded the
progress in bilateral relations and agreed to enhance
coordination in multilateral forums for peace, stability,
and sustainable development in their regions and
worldwide. They discussed the importance of boosting
economic and trade ties, science and technology
cooperation, education and training, people-to-people
exchanges, and local-level connections. The leaders
also touched upon international and regional issues of
mutual concern, including the situation in the Middle
East and the East Sea issue.

German President Steinmeier visits
Vietnam, Thailand

(wn/Im) German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
accompanied by his spouse, began a state visit to
Vietnam and an official visit to Thailand on January 22,
with the tour set to conclude on January 27. The
principal aim of these visits is to strengthen Germany's
political and economic ties with these Southeast Asian
nations, with a particular focus on the recruitment of
skilled labor for Germany. [Bundespraesident,_in
German] [Magdeburger News, in German]

Vietham

During his visit to Vietnam from January 23 to 24,
President Steinmeier planned to hold political
discussions with Vietnamese leaders, including
President Vo Van Thuong, Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh, and National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh
Hue. Additionally, he scheduled visits to cultural sites,
interactions with apprentices and educators to explore
skilled labor exchange, and conversations about
migration experiences. President Steinmeier was also
slated to meet with local business representatives in
Ho Chi Minh City and deliver a speech at the
Vietnamese-German University. The visit would
conclude with discussions on human trafficking and
women's rights in collaboration with non-
governmental organizations.

Thailand

In Thailand, President Steinmeier will meet with the
Thai King and Prime Minister, engage in talks with
opposition politicians, and hold meetings with
business representatives, including a visit to a
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Mercedes-Benz plant that manufactures electric
vehicles. The visit will also include a visit to the
Museum of Contemporary Art. The second day in
Thailand will involve observing sustainable rice
cultivation, exploring a floating photovoltaic system,
and visiting historic rock drawings in the Pha Taem
National Park.

Bangladesh has market for up to 4,000
MW power from Nepal, envoy says

(Im) Bangladesh Ambassador to Nepal has expressed
his country's willingness to purchase more electricity
from Nepal as the two countries work on finalizing a 40
MW power deal. Nepal and Bangladesh are currently
working on the terms and conditions, including tariffs,
to make the agreement a reality. [The Kathmandu
Post]

The Bangladeshi envoy mentioned that Dhaka's power
generation falls short of its demand, and if Nepal could
provide 3,000 MW to 4,000 MW of power, Bangladesh
could consume it all. Nepal, for its part, has plans to
boost its energy production significantly, with a target
of producing over 28,000 MW of electricity by 2035,
and it aims to export around 5,000 MW to Bangladesh
by 2035.

However, cooperation with India is crucial for power
transmission between Nepal and Bangladesh. In light
of this, the ambassador suggested building dedicated
transmission lines between Nepal and Bangladesh,
with India's involvement. He also recommended
including a guarantee clause in power trade
agreements to ensure a stable supply of electricity
between the two nations.

Bangladesh aims to cover 40 percent of its power
generation with clean energy by 2041 and import
approximately 9,000 MW under regional and sub-
regional cooperation.

Bangladesh, India ties growing from
strength to strength, New Delhi’s top
diplomat says

(kb) Indian External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
expressed satisfaction with the growing strength of
Bangladesh-India relations during a meeting with his
Bangladeshi counterpart Hasan Mahmud on the
sidelines of the 19th Summit of the Non-Aligned
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Movement in Uganda. Jaishankar congratulated Hasan
Mahmud on his appointment and discussed various
mutual interests and ways to enhance bilateral
relations. [The Business Standard]

They also talked about Hasan Mahmud's upcoming
visit to New Delhi on February 7, the first bilateral visit
by the Bangladeshi minister after his appointment. The
agenda for the visit is yet to be finalized, and the
possibility of a meeting with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is uncertain. Jaishankar had previously
invited Hasan Mahmud to visit New Delhi at a mutually
convenient time.

United States embassy officials meet with
Bangladesh’s law minister

(Im) Two officials from the United States embassy in
Dhaka met with Bangladesh's law minister, Anisul Hugq.
Following the meeting, Anisul Hug announced that the
government plans to gradually reduce the percentage
of workers' consent required to form trade unions in
factories. [Prothom Alo]

The recently passed Bangladesh Labour (Amendment)
Bill 2023 stipulates that 20 percent of workers are
required to form a trade union in factories with fewer
than 3,000 workers and 15 percent for those with over
3,000 workers. However, the president returned the
act due to a clerical mistake. While the usual
requirement is 10 percent, employers and workers'
federations have advocated for a gradual relaxation of
the rules, which the government is considering.

Bangladesh, Netherlands: Dutch NGOs
reaffirm support for Bangladesh's dev
efforts

(kb) Dutch NGOs have reaffirmed their commitment to
enhancing development cooperation in Bangladesh,
emphasizing collaborative efforts for meaningful
progress. The Bangladesh embassy in The Hague
gathered representatives from over 40 Dutch NGOs for
the third conclave, addressing areas such as children,
women and girls, climate adaptation, health,
education, water and sanitation, agriculture, and
mental health. Bangladesh Ambassador M Riaz
Hamidullah highlighted the collaboration between the
two countries, and the conclave discussed key issues
impacting grassroots, climate action, and livelihood.
The Netherlands International Cooperation Collection
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(NICC) showcased the engagement timeline of Dutch
NGOs in Bangladesh over five decades. [The Business
Standard 1]

Saudia Arabia suggests Arabic language
institute, eight iconic mosques in
Bangladesh

(Im) Saudi Arabia has expressed interest in establishing
an Arabic language institute in Dhaka and constructing
eight iconic mosques in Bangladesh. This was
conveyed by the Saudi Arabian Ambassador to
Bangladesh, Essa Youssef Essa Al Duhailan, during a
meeting with Bangladesh's Minister of Religious Affairs,
Faridul Haque Khan. The discussions also covered
topics such as Hajj registration and the transport of
pilgrims, with both sides exploring opportunities to
strengthen bilateral relations. [Dhaka Tribune]

EU provides USD 93 million for
development programs in Cambodia

(pm) The European Union (EU) is allocating USD 93.6
million in funds to support Cambodia under its Global
Gateway Initiative. This subsidizes four new programs
and fosters the EU's impact in the country.

The commitment was announced after a meeting
between Minister of Economy and Finance Aun
Pornmoniroth and EU ambassador to Cambodia Igor
Driesmans on January 15.

The EU member states have established two Team
Europe Initiatives (TEls) to strengthen Cambaodia’s role
in ASEAN. The EU is planning to provide financial
support to Cambodia Partnership for Sustainable
Agriculture (CPSA), sustainable energy practices in
several industries, and technical education training
programs 2024-27, trade and private sector support.
[Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodian Prime Minister visits France

(pm) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet held a
bilateral meeting with French President Emmanuel
Macron in Paris on January 18. Manet trip to Paris

marked his first European visit since assuming the
premiership in August.
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In a joint press conference, Manet reaffirmed his
commitment to “seeking to nurture and expand”
cooperation between the two countries.

Macron, for his part, affirmed that France will continue
to provide Cambodia with development aid most
notably through the French Development Agency
(AFD), and announced that the AFD had decided to
provide EuR 200 million in funding for education,
energy and clean water in the Southeast Asian country.
[Phnom Penh Post 1] [VoA]

During his visit to France, Manet also met with French
Senate president Gérard Larcher on January 18. Manet
invited Larcher to pay an official visit to Cambodia after
the upcoming Senate elections in February. [Phnom
Penh Post 2]

Furthermore, Manet met with Yaél Braun-Pivet, the
President of the French National Assembly. During the
meeting Manet expressed his hope that his visit would
motivate large French companies to invest in
Cambodia and expand their operations in his country.
[Phnom Penh Post 3]

US Republicans question lifting of
sanctions to ease cooperation with China
on fentanyl

(yq) The Biden administration's decision to lift
sanctions imposed on a Chinese agency, as part of a
deal to curb fentanyl trafficking, has come under fire
from Republican lawmakers in a House Subcommittee
on the Indo-Pacific in a hearing on January 17.

The lifted sanctions were initially imposed on China's
Ministry of Public Security's Institute of Forensic
Science (IFS) for its alleged role in human rights abuses
in Xinjiang.

The controversy comes on the heels of an agreement
between US President Joe Biden and Chinese President
Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the APEC summitin
November on Beijing assisting in halting the flow of
illegal fentanyl into the United States. China is accused
of being a significant player in the global fentanyl
supply chain [see AIR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

Republican representatives, expressing dissatisfaction
with this move, criticized what they perceive as the
Biden administration's weak diplomatic approach.
They argue that this decision sends a message of
conceding to China, rather than negotiating from a
position of strength.
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Concerns were raised about the effectiveness of this
diplomatic strategy. Representative Andy Barr and
Representative Young Kim questioned the logic behind
removing sanctions on a Chinese entity involved in
human rights violations, in exchange for cooperation
on a separate issue. They called for a more assertive
stance towards China, including the possibility of
imposing export controls on Chinese entities
manufacturing fentanyl precursors. [South China
Morning Post]

This comes after on January 10, the US and China
discussed counter-fentanyl cooperation in a virtual
meeting and agreed to increase information sharing
and enhance standards for chemical exports to
combat the illegal flow of synthetic drugs such as
fentanyl [see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3].

U.S. Senate introduces bill to counter
China's dominance in critical minerals

(yq) The U.S. Senate introduced a bipartisan bill on
January 18, the Critical Minerals Security Act of 2024,
aimed at countering China's dominance in the critical
minerals market.

Spearheaded by Republican Senator John Cornyn, the
bill mandates federal agencies to report on global
critical mineral resources, focusing on those controlled
by "foreign entities of concern" like China, Iran, North
Korea, and Russia.

Additionally, the bill encourages collaboration with
allies to advance mining and processing technologies
and to develop alternative supply chains, highlighting
the U.S.'s commitment to a resilient supply chain for
critical minerals and countering China's monopoly in
this crucial sector. It reflects growing U.S. concerns
about China's control over these essential materials,
crucial for military and clean energy technologies.
[South China Morning Post]

The move comes after in December China, which
dominates nearly 90 percent of the global refined
output of rare earths, banned the export of rare earth
processing technology [see AiR No. 52,
December/2023, 4].

US Republican lawmaker urges reliable
fuel storage to counter China in the Indo-
Pacific region
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(yq) House of Representatives member Mike Gallagher,
Chair of the House Select Committee on the Chinese
Communist Party and one of the most vocal China
critics on Capitol Hill, raised an urgent alarm on
January 17 regarding the U.S. military's fuel supply in
the Indo-Pacific region.

In a letter to Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro,
Gallagher emphasized the strategic necessity of
reliable fuel storage, especially in light of the Chinese
military's increasing hostility towards U.S. forces.

The closure of the Red Hill fuel facility in Hawaii, a
critical fuel storage site, has left a significant void, with
the Pentagon yet to present a clear plan for alternative
fuel storage, Gallagher said.

Gallagher's concerns extend to Guam, where over
20,000 U.S. troops are stationed, highlighting the
vulnerability of U.S. military operations in the region
without adequate fueling infrastructure. [Select
Committe on CPP] [Daily Mail]

US Treasury and Chinese officials agree to
maintain regular financial meetings

(yq) U.S. Treasury and Chinese financial officials have
agreed to maintain regular meetings following recent
talks in Beijing on January 19.

These discussions, part of the Financial Working
Group, encompassed various critical issues, including
financial stability, capital markets, sustainable finance,
and anti-money laundering efforts.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen anticipates a
return visit to China, reflecting the importance of these
dialogues. Both sides have openly addressed
disagreements, indicating a transparent approach to
resolving complex financial and economic challenges.

The talks followed Janet Yellen's meeting with the
Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng in November in San
Fransisco, during which the two sides agreed to further
stabilize the bilateral economic relationship and make
progress on key economic issues [see AR No. 46,
November/2023, 2]. [Reuters]

China and US officials discuss agricultural
cooperation and trade facilitation
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(yg) China's Minister of Agriculture Tang Renjian and
US Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack convened on
January 19 in Washington to discuss the China-US
Agricultural Cooperation Joint Committee.

They emphasized the committee's role as a vital
channel for regular exchanges and pledged its
continued operation. The discussions focused on
climate-smart agriculture, food security, and trade
facilitation.

Concurrently, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) confirmed the first significant US soy sale of
297,000 metric tons to China since mid-December,
marking a positive turn in trade relations.

These events signify renewed efforts to deepen
bilateral agricultural ties and expand trade
opportunities between China and the US. [Reuters]
[China Daily]

China criticizes US statement on Nauru's
withdrawal of recognition to Taiwan

(yg) China's Foreign Ministry has accused the US of
attempting to discredit and smear China's diplomatic
efforts, expressing its strong dissatisfaction and
resolute opposition to these actions. [Foreign Ministry,
Chinal, in Chinese]

This came after Washington expressed disappointment
over Nauru's decision to sever its ties with Taiwan,
emphasizing the potential of unfulfilled promises often
associated with diplomatic relations with China. The
American Institute in Taiwan, the de-facto US embassy
in Taiwan, indicated that while Nauru's action is a
sovereign decision, it is nonetheless a concerning
development. [Aljazeera]

Nauru announced on January 15 its decision to
recognize China and broke off diplomatic relations with
Taiwan following the victory of Lai Ching-te of Taiwan's
ruling Democratic Progressive Party in the January 13
presidential election [see AR No. 3, January/2024, 3].

Nauru’'s move reduces Taiwan's international
diplomatic presence, leaving it with only 12 formal
allies.

China, on its part, welcomed Nauru's decision and
expressed readiness to open a new chapter in bilateral
relations based on the one-China policy. [Foreign
Ministry, China2, in Chinese]
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China issues warning to Philippines over
President Marcos' congratulation on
Taiwan's election

(yg) China has warned the Philippines following
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s recent congratulatory
message [X] to Taiwan's President-elect Lai Ching-te
[see AR No. 3, January/2024, 3].

In a response on January 16, China's Foreign Ministry
chastised the Philippine President for what was termed
a "serious violation of the One China principle" and a
"gross interference in China's internal affairs," calling
on President Marcos to deepen his understanding of
the complex Taiwan issue. [Foreign Ministry, China, in
Chinese]

In response to Beijing's waring, The Philippines'
Department of Foreign Affairs was quick to reaffirm its
commitment to the 'One China Policy', adding that
President Marcos' message aimed to recognize the
mutual interests between the Philippines and Taiwan,
including the presence of around 200,000 overseas
Filipino workers on the island. [The Diplomat]

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's visit to
Brazil

(yq) Folling his four-nation visit to Africa (see article in
this edition) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's
continued his diplomatic tour in Brazil, where he met
with Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira and
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on January 18.

During the talks, Brazil firmly backed Beijing's 'One
China' policy, reinforcing its stance on Taiwan as an
inseparable part of China. Discussions in Brasilia
focused on fostering a multi-polar world and
addressing global conflicts like Ukraine and Gaza.

The visit also led to the signing of a visa agreement,
extending its validity from 5 years to 10 years to
enhance business travel and tourism.

China, being Brazil's largest export market, primarily
for soy and iron ore, plays a crucial role in Brazil's
economy. With plans for increased Chinese investment
in sectors like power transmission, oil, and electric
vehicles, the visit underlines the growing interest of
Chinese companies in Brazil.
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Former Brazilian Ambassador in Beijing, Marcos
Caramuru, noted the increasing Chinese investments
in electric vehicles and infrastructure, signifying a
strengthening of mutual confidence in Brazil-China
relations under President Lula's leadership. [Reuters]
[Foreign Ministry, China, in Chinese]

Chinese Foreign Minister visits Jamaica,
pledging to deepen cooperation

(yq) Marking the end of his six-nation and two-
continent tour (see articles above), Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi assured support for Jamaica in
playing a more influential role in global and regional
affairs. 1

During his meeting with Jamaican Prime Minister
Andrew Holness in Kingston on January 21, Wang
expressed China's keen interest in broadening
cooperation across various sectors, including trade,
investment, and sustainable ocean resource utilization.

Wang's discussions in Jamaica covered a range of
topics, including non-interference in internal affairs,
rejection of geopolitical power plays, and adherence to
the one-China policy, which regards Taiwan as an
integral part of China.

In addition to diplomatic and political cooperation,
China showed readiness to share its developmental
experiences and modernization strategies, positioning
itself as a model for efficient and equitable
development. Holness sought China's continued
support, particularly in enhancing the resilience of
small island nations against climate change challenges.
[South China Morning Post] [Foreign Ministry, China, in
Chinese]

China solidifies energy ties with Russia,
becoming its largest oil importer in 2023

(yq) Russia has overtaken Saudi Arabia as China's top
oil supplier in 2023, with China importing a record
107.2 million tonnes of Russian crude oil, marking a 25
percent increase from 2022.

Despite ongoing Western sanctions, the demand from
China and India has driven up the price of Russian
ESPO crude. This shift in China's oil import patterns
could potentially reshape longstanding relationships
and alliances in the global oil market. [CNN]
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This comes after China-Russia trade reached a record
of USD 240 billion in 2023, breaking the original 2023
target of USD 200 billion, reflecting the collaboration
between China and Russia reflects their reliance on
each other due to being shunned by the West to
varying degrees. [see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

China strengthens alliance with North
Korea

(yg) Amid heightened tensions on the Korean
Peninsula, China has reinforced its alliance with North
Korea.

Liu Jianchao, the head of the International Department
of the Chinese Communist Party and a strong
contender to be China's next foreign minister, met
North Korean envoy Ri Ryong-nam on January 19,
pledging cooperation and strategic dialogues.

This partnership aims to navigate the growing
hostilities involving Seoul, Pyongyang, and their allies.
Ri's support for China on issues like Taiwan and human
rights signifies a unified front.

The meeting followed North Korea's announcement of
new nuclear-capable underwater drones (see article in
this edition), intensifying regional tensions and North
Korean foreign minisrter’s visit to Moscow earlier this
week.

As North Korea also aligns with Russia, China's role on
the Korean Peninsula becomes increasingly pivotal,
focusing on diplomatic solutions while balancing its
complex international ties. [South China Morning Post]

China and Iranian police chiefs agree to
strengthen law enforcement ties

(yg) China and Iran have strengthened their law
enforcement ties with a new memorandum of
understanding (MOU), signed by Chinese security
minister Wang Xiaohong and Iranian police chief
Ahmad Reza Radan during his visit to Beijing on
January 16.

The agreement focuses on anti-terrorism and
transnational crime. While details of the China-Iran
MOU were not disclosed, it signifies an increased
commitment to shared policing technology and
strategies.
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This collaboration has raised international concerns,
particularly in light of allegations against China for
operating overseas police stations. [South China
Morning Post]

Australia refutes China's explanation on
naval sonar incident

(yq) Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
refuted on January 18 Chinese Ambassador to
Australia Xiao Qian's assertion that the Chinese ship
wasn't using its sonar when Australian divers were in
the water, but a Japanese boat could have been the
source.

Albanese maintained that the Chinese warship's
actions were dangerous and had strained bilateral ties.
Australia's medical assessments found that the divers'
minor injuries were likely caused by the Chinese
destroyer's sonar. [Reuters]

In an earlier development, Australia accused in
November a Chinese destroyer of using sonar near an
Australian frigate in international waters, resulting in
an injured Australian diver. China dismissed Canberra'’s
allegation [see AIR No. 47, November/2023, 3].

EU moves to tighten investment screening
amidst concerns over China's influence

(yq) The European Commission has announced plans
to introduce a law requiring all European Union (EU)
member states to scrutinize foreign investments,
focusing on potential security risks.

The original law regarding screening did not specifically
mention China, but those in favor of it expressed
concerns about China's investments in technology
transfers and state-owned enterprises in the area.

The proposed law is intended to standardize
investment screening procedures throughout the
European Union, with a focus on safeguarding critical
sectors such as ports, nuclear facilities, and the
semiconductor industry, areas where Chinese
investments have raised security questions. [Reuters]

Chinese Premier Li Qiang visits Ireland
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(yq) Chinese Premier Li Qiang visited Ireland on
January 17, where he met with Irish Prime Minister
Prime minister Leo Varadkar.

Celebrating 45 years of diplomatic ties, both nations
reaffirmed that they are committed to deepening their
strategic partnership and cooperation in various
sectors, including trade, green development, and
technological innovation. [Xinhual]

In addition, China announced unilateral visa-free entry
for Irish citizens. [China Daily]

During his visit to Switzerland on January 15, Li also
announced unilateral visa-free travels to China of Swiss
citizens [see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3].

Germany-China trade experiences steep
decline in German exports

(yq) Latest data from the German statistics office
revealed a notable decline in exports to China, one of
Germany's major overseas trade partners, at the end
of last year.

In December 2023, exports to China experienced a
sharp fall of 12.7 percent, amounting to USD 7.8 billion.
[Reuters]

New details reveal clashes between
Chinese, Indian troops in 2022 even as
peace talks were on

(Im) In 2022, Indian and Chinese soldiers were involved
in several clashes along their disputed Himalayan
border. The clashes, characterized by hand-to-hand
combat, occurred as both nations engaged in
diplomatic and military discussions to address their
long-standing border conflict, which had escalated
since 2020. These details emerged from gallantry
award citations presented by the Indian Army. [The
Straits Times]

India to fence off Myanmar frontier, scrap
free-movement deal

(fd) India plans to construct a fence along its 1,200-
kilometer border with Myanmar and end a free-
movement agreement as a response to insurgent
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attacks leading to troops from Myanmar crossing into
India. Home Minister Amit Shah made the
announcement during a visit to the northeastern state
of Assam, but he did not provide details on the
timeframe or construction methods. [The Wire] [The
Straits Times]

The Free Movement Regime under New Delhi's East
Policy Act allowed people in border areas to cross into
each other's territory up to 16 kilometers without a
visa and is set to be terminated.

In related developments, India has repatriated 184
Burmese soldiers back to Myanmar. These soldiers had
entered the state of Mizoram last week, seeking refuge
after encountering armed clashes with an ethnic
insurgent group. The remaining 92 soldiers are also
scheduled to be returned to Myanmar in the near
future. [The Hindu]

Bangladesh, India foreign ministers meet;
visit to New Delhi scheduled for February
7

(fd) Indian External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met
with his newly-appointed Bangladeshi counterpart
Mohammed Hasan Mahmud in Uganda's capital,
Kampala, on the sidelines of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) summit. Jaishankar congratulated
Mahmud on his appointment and expressed optimism
about India-Bangladesh relations, which continue to
strengthen. [The Hindu]

Additionally, it was announced that Mahmud will
undertake a three-day visit to India starting from
February 7, marking his first bilateral visit since
assuming office. The visit comes in response to an
invitation extended by Indian External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar. [Economic Times]

India, Nigeria deepen cooperation, push
for Global South solidarity

(Im) India and Nigeria have reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening bilateral relations and
cooperation across various sectors during the 6th Joint
Commission Meeting held in Abuja. Indian External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and his Nigerian
counterpart, Yusuf Tuggar, discussed opportunities in
areas such as energy, power, renewables, transport,
healthcare, fintech, agriculture, and security. The two
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countries also signed agreements related to solar
energy and expressed their commitment to green and
clean growth. [WION]

Notably, during his visit to Nigeria, External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar emphasized the importance of
solidarity and cooperation among countries in the
Global South. He referred to the Global South as a
"mindset, a solidarity, and a self-reliance" and
highlighted its significance in shaping the world's
agenda. [The Hindu]

India, Nepal to discuss Final Location
Survey of Raxaul-Kathmandu railway

(Im) Representatives from India's Konkan Railway
Corporation Limited will visit Nepal to discuss the Final
Location Survey of the proposed cross-border Raxaul-
Kathmandu railway. The corporation had submitted
the draft of the final location survey, which serves as a
detailed project report, to Nepal in June for review. The
finalization of this report is crucial to determine the
project's technical feasibility and financial viability. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The proposed railway would connect the Indian border
town of Raxaul with Nepal's capital, Kathmandu,
spanning a length of 141 kilometers, with 41
kilometers being a tunnel. Nepali officials have cited
the construction cost of the project as roughly USD
28.7 million, excluding land acquisition expenses. They
expressed concerns about the high cost mentioned in
the report and plan to discuss the possibility of
reducing both the cost and length of the railway.

Indonesian vessel sends aid to Gaza

(yr) On January 18, Indonesian Defense Minister
Prabowo Subianto, released the Indonesian National
Armed Forces (TNI) hospital vessel KRI dr. Radjiman
Wedyodiningrat-992 from the Indonesian Navy's dock,
Jakarta.

The vessel is carrying humanitarian aid destined for
the Palestinian people in Gaza, including provisions
such as food, clothing, mineral water, and medicine.
This aid is scheduled to be delivered to Al Arish, Egypt,
located near Rafah, Gaza.

With a crew of 214 including 40 Indonesian Navy
special forces, the KRI dr. Radjiman is scheduled to sail
for 52 days, including a visit to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
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[Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in Indonesian] [Antara
1]

Apart from sending aid, Subianto also conveyed plans
to build a field hospital for Palestinian refugees in
Egypt, although negotiations with the Egyptian
government are still ongoing. [Antara 2]

Japan'’s fishery trade with China declines

(sh) Chinese customs data revealed a significant 40.9
percent decline in China's seafood imports from Japan
in 2023 compared to the previous year.

This drop, totaling USD 299.49 million, followed
Beijing's ban on marine products from Japan in
response to the discharge of treated radioactive water
from the Fukushima nuclear power plant. The ban,
reflecting China's strong opposition to the water
release, resulted in the lowest seafood imports since
2020.

The fallout from the nuclear water discharge also
contributed to a broader decline, with China's total
imports from Japan decreasing by 12.9 percentin
2023, showcasing the economic impact of strained
bilateral relations. [Kyodo News]

Meanwhile, a survey of the Japanese government on
Japanese perception of China, showed that 86.7
percent of Japanese citizens “do not feel friendly”
toward China, marking the highest level since the
survey was introduced in 1978. The poll also
highlighted a record-low of 12.7 percent expressing a
"friendly" sentiment to toward China.

The survey, conducted from September 7 to October
15, coincided with China's ban on Japanese marine
products due to the discharge of treated radioactive
water from the Fukushima nuclear plant. Bilateral
tensions have further escalated with Chinese vessels
sailing around the disputed Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands.
[Kyodo News]

Japan’s PM to meet President Joe Biden

(sh) Japan and the U.S. are reportedly preparing a
summit between Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and
President Joe Biden, tentatively scheduled for around
April 10.
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Initially planned for early March, the visit was
rescheduled due to President Biden's State of the
Union address on March 7.

This summit would hold significance as Kishida would
be the first Japanese leader to visit the U.S. as a state
guest since Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2015. Kishida
is expected to advocate for strengthened cooperation
in defense, economic security, outer space, and
cybersecurity during the meeting.

The summit might also feature an address by Kishida
to the U.S. Congress, marking an important diplomatic
exchange between the two allied nations. [Kyodo
News]

Japan signs agreement with US to
purchase missiles

(sh) On January 18, Japan signed an agreement with
the U.S. for the acquisition of Tomahawk cruise
missiles and Joint Strike Missiles (JSM), reflecting the
latest strategic move by the Ministry of Defense (MOD)
to enhance the country's stand-off defense
capabilities.

The decision to expedite the procurement of
Tomahawk cruise missiles by a year highlights the
urgency in preparing for potential invasions from a
distance.

The acquisition contract, covering a substantial
number of Tomahawk variants and support systems,
comes at an estimated cost of USD 2.35 billion.

With the acquisition slated for Japanese fiscal years
2025 to 2027, this strategic move underscores Japan's
commitment to ensuring national security through
advanced defense capabilities. [Ministry of Defense,
Japan, X] [USNI News]

During the signing ceremony, U.S. Ambassador to
Japan Rahm Emanuel emphasized the role of
deterrence in the military partnership between Japan
and the US, preventing regional changes through
military force.

Referring to the defense strategy that Japan adopted in
December 2022 [see AR, the ambassador stressed
Japan's alignment with the U.S., Australia, South Korea,
and regional partners to promote peace in the Indo-
Pacific. [Mainstee News]
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January 19, the United States wanted Japan to make an
agreement for Japanese shipyards to regularly
maintain U.S. Navy warships, ensuring their readiness
in Asian waters amid rising tensions. U.S. Ambassador
to Japan Rahm Emanuel highlighted the strategic
move, stating that China closely monitors naval
activities, impacting deterrence.

As the Chinese navy expands, surpassing U.S. ship
production, this collaboration aims to enhance the U.S.
Navy's presence in the region. The Pentagon's report
reveals China's numerically largest navy, with over 370
ships and submarines, emphasizing the need for
strategic partnerships to maintain stability in Asian
waters. [Reuters]

Japan, Turkey agree to coordinate on
global issues

(sh) On January 22, Japan's Foreign Minister Kamikawa
Yoko met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
in Ankara to discuss pressing global issues.

Highlighting Turkey's crucial role, Kamikawa
emphasized the need to address conflicts in Ukraine
and the Middle East and expressed gratitude for
Turkey's support after the 2024 Noto Peninsula
earthquake.

Both sides pledged close coordination in global issues
such as Ukraine's rebuilding, enhancing Gaza's
humanitarian situation, and working towards de-
escalating the Israel-Hamas conflict.

Furthermore, they pledged to work to together
advance bilateral issues such as the Economic
Partnership Agreement, Social Security Agreement,
and the establishment of the Turkish-Japanese
University of Science and Technology. [MOFA] [NHK]

Japanese foreign minister’s latest
diplomatic meetings

(sh) On January 19, Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa met with Gustav Aitaro, Minister of State of
the Republic of Palau.

Both ministers agreed to enhance bilateral ties,
marking the 30th year of Japan-Palau diplomatic
relations. They pledged cooperation for peace in the
Pacific Island countries and the wider international
community. Discussions included the Indo-Pacific
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region, with a commitment to collaborate for the
upcoming 10th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM
10) this year, emphasizing mutual efforts for regional
stability and global cooperation. [MOFA]

On January 22 Kamikawa held bilateral talks with
Doudou Ka, Minister of Economy, Planning and
Cooperation of Senegal. The meeting included a
signing ceremony for a grant assistance project aimed
at enhancing fishery facilities in Joal-Fadiouth, Senegal.

Kamikawa reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to
strengthen cooperation with Senegal not only
bilaterally but also in the African and international
arenas.

The ministers agreed on the importance of peace and
security globally, with Kamikawa emphasizing
Senegal's regional initiatives for peace and stability.
Expectations were voiced for increased Japanese
business engagement in Senegal, particularly in the oil
and gas sector.

The ministers affirmed their commitment to regional
cooperation and agreed to enhance collaboration
across various fields, including Senegal’s participation
in the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan. [MOFA]

"Battery of Southeast Asia" moves
forward as Laos improves its trade
capacity with Cambodia

(wn) Laos and Cambodia have committed to enhancing
energy trade. A 500-kilovolt transmission line has been
established in the southern Champasack province of
Laos to the border with Cambodia. The energy transfer
is expected to become more efficient with this new
line.

Cambodia imports 445 MW of electricity from Laos,
aiming to reach 6,000 MW by 2030. 25 percent of
Cambodia's electricity is imported from Laos, Vietnam
and Thailand.

Laos is positioning itself as the "battery of Southeast
Asia", with 94 power plants, including 81 hydroelectric
dams, generating over 11,600 MW. By 2039, Laos plans
to create an additional 5,559 MW, with 77.59_percent
coming from hydropower.

Laos is incorporating renewable energy along with
hydropower. The Monsoon Wind Power Project in
Sekong Province, with 133 turbines and a capacity of
600 MW, will be the largest wind farm in Southeast
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Asia. The project is set to be completed by December
2025. [The Laotian Times]

Lao, Russian army personnel remove UXO
items

(wn) Russian and Lao army personnel cleared 18.5
hectares of land in two areas of Kasy district, Vientiane
province.

Laos is the world’s most heavily bombed country per
capita, with an estimated 80 million unexploded
devices still littered across the country, posing a threat
to lives and livelihoods, according to the National
Regulatory Authority for UXO/Mine Action Sector in
Laos. [Vientaine Times]

Two Malaysian Guantanamo detainees set
to be repatriated to Malaysia

(ba) Two Malaysians who admitted to collaborating
with an Al Qaeda affiliate in the deadly Bali bombing in
Indonesia two decades ago might be repatriated to
Malaysia by the end of the year, as per the plea deal
finalized last week.

A military jury in Guantanamo Bay is assigned the
responsibility of determining a sentence falling within
the 20- to 25-year range.

Despite the plea bargain agreement reached last week,
ensuring a swifter resolution and avoiding prolonged
legal proceedings, details about the portion of the deal
involving their return to Malaysia remain undisclosed.

The sentencing proceedings pertain to Mohammed
Farik Amin, 48, and Mohammed Nazir Lep, 47, and are
part of the U.S. government's strategy to resolve
national security cases at Guantanamo through plea
negotiations.

Last week, both individuals, currently detained at
Guantanamo, pleaded guilty to conspiring in the Bali
suicide bombings that claimed 202 lives on October 12,
2002.

While initially charged alongside Indonesian Encep
Nurjaman, also known as Hambali, Mohammed Farik
and Mohammed Nazir separated their cases from
Hambali's last October by reaching agreements with
prosecutors in Guantanamo Bay.
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In their guilty pleas, both individuals committed to
testifying against Hambali, the former leader of the
Jemaah Islamiyah movement. The plea agreement
involved questioning by prosecutors, potentially
contributing to Hambali's trial scheduled for the
following year. [The Malay Mail]

Myanmar junta reaffirms support for
“One China Principle” following Taiwan
elections

(jw) Following Taiwan's presidential election, from
which Lai Ching-te from Taiwan's ruling Democratic
Progressive Party emerged victorious, Myanmar's
military regime reaffirmed its support for China's claim
over Taiwan.

China is one of the few nations to maintain friendly
relations with Myanmar's military government. [Radio
Free Asia]

Thai authorities consider humanitarian
aid for victims of Myanmar conflict

(jw) Thai government officials hosted talks with leaders
of the Myanmar military regime, as well as the nation's
ethnic minorities, to reach a diplomatic solution to the
domestic conflict.

Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin met with Foreign
Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-nukara and armed forces'
leaders to discuss the ongoing conflict in Myanmar and
considered the possibility of spillover repercussions to
Thailand if the crisis continues.

Many refugees have fled to Thailand as a result of
fighting between the ethnic rebel forces and the
military junta since the 2021 coup. As a result, Prime
Minister Thavisin has considered sending
humanitarian aid to vulnerable communities in
Myanmar.

In December, the Thai government established a joint
task force with Myanmar to oversee humanitarian aid
for displaced groups. [The Irrawaddy]

More Chinese officials expected in Nepal;
reflect geopolitical dynamics
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(Im) Master Yinshun, Vice President of the Buddhist
Association of China, recently arrived in Nepal on
January 15, marking the second high-level official visit
from Beijing to Kathmandu this month. Notably, this
visit will be followed by another three-day visit of a
delegation from the International Liaison Department
of the Communist Party of China led by Vice Minister
Sun Haiyan starting January 26. These visits come in
the midst of growing strategic alliances between Nepal
and India, as well as Nepal's involvement in China's
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). [The Kathmandu Post]

Shi Yugang, the deputy secretary of the Standing
Committee of the Communist Party of China Yunnan
Provincial Committee, recently concluded his visit to
Nepal after meetings with Vice President Ramsahaya
Prasad Yadav and some ministers. The vice minister-
level visit was officially a low-key exchange as Nepal
was simultaneously hosting India’s External Minister S
Jaishankar. [AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

One of the key objectives of these Chinese delegations
is to explore the possibility of political unity among
Nepal's communist parties. They are keen on reuniting
leaders like Pushpa Kamal Dahal and K.P. Sharma Oli,
who have previously formed alliances and merged
their parties under Chinese encouragement.

Furthermore, these visits aim to foster favorable
political and economic cooperation between China and
Nepal. They want to engage with all levels of
government in Nepal and ensure the implementation
of past agreements and accords between the two
countries.

The Chinese delegations also seek to address concerns
about Nepal becoming a playground for various
external actors, including the United States and India.
They want to ensure that Nepal does not pose any
threats or challenges to China's interests in the region.

North Korea sanctioned by South Korea
over alleged smuggling

(ap) South Korea has sanctioned over a dozen of North
Korean vessels and individuals believed to be involved
in smuggling fuel to fund its weapons program.

According to the South Korean unification ministry, the
unilateral sanctions are the first since 2016. [NK News]

The sanctions are aimed to squeeze Pyongyang's
sources of funding and come amid heightened inter-
Korean tensions, with North Korea claiming to have


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-tit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-tii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-tid/

tested an underwater nuclear weapons system (see
article in this edition).

North Korean foreign minister meets with
Putin in Moscow

(ap) North Korean foreign minister Choe Son Hui met
with Russian leader Vladimir Putin after meeting her
counterpart Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov in
Moscow on January 16.

No information was disclosed about the content of
Choe's meeting with Putin or specific agreements
reached in her talks with Lavrov. [NK News]

Both Choe and Lavrov framed their countries in
opposition to U.S.-led “imperialist” forces and criticized
the US threats that try to destabilize DPRK's security.

Lavrov called for establishing long-lasting peace and
stability in Northeast Asia and condemned
Washington's expansion of NATO in the region. He
further expressed his gratitude towards North Korea
for supporting Russia in its “special military operation”
in Ukraine. [Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

The North Korean minister, for her part, noted that the
bilateral ties between Russia and North Korea will
continue to flourish by intensifying the high-level
delegations and the culture-political events between
the two countries. [North Korean Ministry of Foreign
Affairs]

Trade between China and North Korea
more than doubled in 2023

(ap) Statistics released by the Chinese custom
authorities showed that trade between China and
North Korea has more than doubled in 2023, reaching
almost pre-pandemic levels. The shipments were
worth more than USD 2.295 billion. [NHK]

Pakistan carries out military strikes on
separatist targets in Iran following deadly
attack on its own soil

(tj/Im) Tensions between Pakistan and Iran have
escalated significantly due to a series of airstrikes
conducted by both countries on each other's soil,
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targeting separatist militant groups. Both countries
deny violating international law but accuse each other
of breaching territorial sovereignty. [The Express
Tribune] [CNN]

On January 16, Iran carried out cross-border strikes
that it says targeted strongholds of the Sunni militant
group Jaish al-Adl, known in Iran as Jaish al-Dhulm
(Army of Justice), in the Pakistani province of
Baluchistan. The separatist militant group operates on
both sides of the Iran-Pakistan border and has
previously claimed responsibility for attacks against
Iranian targets. Its ultimate goal is independence for
Iran’s Sistan and Baluchestan province. However, the
attack reportedly killed two children and wounded
several other people, according to Pakistani
authorities.

Pakistan's diplomatic response was immediate: It
recalled its ambassador from Iran, and the Iranian
ambassador to Pakistan, currently in Iran, may not
return for the time being. Furthermore, Islamabad has
suspended high-level visits between Pakistan and Iran
planned in the coming days. [Voice of America 1]

Furthermore, two days later, on January 18, Islamabad
struck back with what it called a “series of highly
coordinated and specifically targeted precision military
strikes” on several alleged separatist hideouts in Sistan
and Baluchestan. At least 10 people — all Pakistani
nationals — were killed, according to media reports.
Pakistan said it had for years complained that
separatist fighters had “safe havens and sanctuaries” in
Iran - and was forced to take matters into its own
hands with the strikes.

Following Pakistan's airstrikes, Tehran demanded an
immediate explanation from its neighbor on January
18., while the Iranian military conducted a large-scale
exercise off its southwest coast, involving the air force,
naval forces, and ground forces. Despite these actions,
both sides issued statements after their respective
strikes that hinted at a desire to avoid further
escalation.

Additionally, neighboring nations, including Turkey, got
involved, with Turkey's foreign minister holding
discussions with his counterparts in Iran and Pakistan.
Following these talks, he indicated that neither country
wished to intensify tensions. The possibility of third-
party mediation looms, and China, with its close ties to
both Iran and Pakistan, stands as a potential effective
mediator. The United States and China have already
called for de-escalation, with China offering to mediate
due to its significant economic and political
connections with both nations. [Voice of America 2]
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Philippines, China commit to diplomacy,
de-escalation in South China Sea

(Ib) The Philippines and China have affirmed their
commitment to de-escalate tensions in the South
China Sea and address disputes through diplomatic
means, as announced by Manila's foreign ministry. The
statement followed the 8th Bilateral Consultation
Mechanism on the South China Sea held in Shanghai,
where both parties engaged in frank and productive
discussions. The commitment to diplomatic resolution
reflects an ongoing effort to manage territorial
disagreements in the region and foster stability in the
South China Sea. [Deccan Herald]

Philippines defence minister calls out
China official for "gutter-level talk"

(Ib) Philippines' Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro
accused a Chinese foreign ministry official,
spokesperson Mao Ning, of engaging in "low and
gutter-level talk" and insulting President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. Teodoro's remarks came in response to
Mao's comments advising Marcos to "read more
books" to better understand the Taiwan issue after
Marcos congratulated the election winner in Taiwan.
The exchange is the latest in a series of verbal conflicts
between China and the Philippines, highlighting
tensions over geopolitical issues. While the Philippines
reaffirmed its "One China policy," the diplomatic
exchange underscores the delicate balance Manila
seeks between its ties with China and support for
democratic Taiwan. [Reuters]

Philippines to continue exposing Chinese
aggression in West Philippine Sea/South
China Sea

(Ib) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has affirmed its
commitment to exposing China's aggression in the
West Philippine Sea, following a meeting between
Philippine and Chinese officials on the Ayungin Shoal.
PCG Commodore Jay Tarriela expressed hope that
China would honor commitments made during
discussions and urged transparency in actions on the
ground. Tensions in the West Philippine Sea have
escalated in past encounters between Philippine and
Chinese coast guard vessels. The Philippines asserts its
sovereignty and fishing rights based on a 2016 ruling,
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while China maintains historical claims over the South
China Sea. Former Supreme Court associate justice
Antonio Carpio noted that ongoing talks may not fully
resolve the issues. [PhilStar]

The Philippines bans poultry imports from
Japan due to avian flu outbreak

(Ib) The Philippines has temporarily banned poultry
imports from Japan due to an outbreak of avian
influenza, specifically the H5N1 strain. This move aims
to protect the local poultry population from exposure
to the virus. Similar import bans have been imposed
on several other regions, including California and Ohio
in the United States, as well as Belgium and France, all
due to bird flu outbreaks. [Reuters]

Bangladesh Nationalist Party leader
Khandaker Mosharraf to be taken to
Singapore for treatment

(Ib) Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain, a standing
committee member of Bangladesh's main opposition
BNP, is set to be taken to Singapore for advanced
treatment due to a deteriorating medical condition.
Suffering from a brain haemorrhage, the former health
minister had previously been admitted to a hospital in
Dhaka. Now, on the advice of doctors, he is being
taken to the National University Hospital in Singapore
for further medical care. [Dhaka Tribune]

Singapore, United States air forces
conduct air-to-air refueling exercise

(Ib) The Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) has
conducted an air-to-air refueling exercise with the US
Air Force during a stop-over that began on January 18,
and continued into the early part of this week. This
exercise is part of a series of stop-overs and training
opportunities that the RSAF has facilitated with various
countries in recent years, including Australia, France,
and Malaysia. [Mind EF Singapore]

German defense company Taurus
develops new missiles for South Koreas
FA-50 fighter jet
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(ms) Taurus Systems, a German defense company, is
actively working on the development of a long-range
cruise missile tailored for Korean Aerospace Industries
Co. (KAIl)'s FA-50 light combat aircraft.

The objective behind this initiative is to enhance the
FA-50's strike capability, ultimately boosting its export
competitiveness. The president of Taurus Systems
Korea Co. Christopher Drevstad, revealed that the
company has almost completed the preliminary
development of a scaled-down version of the KEPD
350K missile, currently deployed on South Korea's F-
15K fighter aircraft with the Name KEPD 350K-2.

According to him the smaller version would deliver
comparable performance to its larger counterpart
while being more compact. The larger missile version is
equipped with a GPS-based receiver and anti-jamming
module and has a range of over 500 kilometers. The
350K-2 will maintain nearly identical capabilities,
featuring independent navigation systems resistant to
GPS jamming.

The FA-50 is already in service in six countries, and this
missile development could further solidify KAl's export
efforts.

Drevstad also suggested the 350K-2's potential
application for the FK-16, enhancing the South Korean
Air Force's operational capabilities and could play an
important role in the ongoing comprehensive upgrade
program for the existing fleet of 60 F-15s. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea and Canada hold talks about
deeper cooperation in defense industry

(ms) On January 18, South Korea and Canada engaged
in working-level defense talks, aiming to strengthen
their cooperation in the defense industry. The Defense
Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA) of South
Korea and Canada's defense ministry convened for the
second session of the arms and logistics committee in
Seoul, after the inaugural meeting in Ottawa in May
2023.

The two sides hold on enhancing collaboration in the
testing and evaluation of defense products, as well as
the modernization of weaponry, as reported by DAPA.

The context of the talks is South Korean companies'
interest in expanding their presence in the Canadian
maritime defense sector. With the Royal Canadian
Navy gearing up to replace its aging Victoria-class
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submarines, South Korean shipbuilder Hanwha Ocean
previously signed a memorandum of understanding, in
November, with four Canadian firms, namely CAE, J-
Squared Technologies, Modest Tree, and Des Nedhe,
aiming to collaborate on submarine-related technology
and logistics solutions. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea sanctions several North
Korean entities

(ms) South Korea has imposed sanctions on
individuals, entities, and ships over illegal ship-to-ship
transfers linked to North Korea's nuclear and missile
programs. The move, announced by South Korea's
foreign ministry, targets entities involved in illegal
energy smuggling at sea, marking a strategic effort to
cut off funding sources for North Korea.

Affected by the sanctions were 11 ships, two
individuals and three entites. The blacklisted entities
were primarily engaged in illegal maritime activities
supporting North Korea's weapons development. This
action comes amid growing tension following North
Korea's launch of a new intermediate-range, solid-fuel
hypersonic missile and the dismantling of some North
Korean institutions, responsible for the handling of ties
between the two countries. These two actions together
with the clear announcement and proposed
constitutional by North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,
declaring South Korea a the “principle enemy” with
which reunification is no longer possible (see AiR No. 3,
January/2024, 3). [KBS World] [Reuters]

Diplomatic call between foreign ministers
of Japan and South Korea

(ms) Japan's foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa and his
South Korean counterpart Cho Tae-yul held a phone
call on January 23, marking the first calls between the
two sides since Cho took over his position in the
beginning of the year.

Both diplomats reflected on the improved bilateral
relations and trust-building initiatives, emphasizing the
need to strengthen ties based on mutual trust. They
pledged cooperation, aligned with the United States, to
address North Korea's provocations and combat
concerns regarding its illicit military collaboration with
Russia.
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Additionally, they committed to close collaboration on
the international stage as elected members of the UN
Security Council. Kamikawa expressed gratitude for
South Korea's humanitarian aid following a devastating
earthquake in Ishikawa, reciprocated by Cho offering
condolences to the Japanese people for the tragedy.
[Yonhap News Agency]

US House Committee advances bill on tax
relief for Taiwan businesses

(xc) The US House Committee on Ways and Means has
advanced the Tax Relief for American Families and
Workers Act of 2024.

The bill includes tax incentives for Taiwan businesses
and workers in the U.S., aimed to enhance America's

competitiveness with China by eliminating the double
taxation currently faced by entities operating in both

the U.S. and Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan'’s Vice President Lai holds bilateral
talks with president of Palau

(jr) Taiwanese Vice-President and President-elect Lai
Ching-te [see AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3] held a video
call with Palau President Surangel S. Whipps, Jr., on
January 17, in which he reaffirmed his commitment to
expanding cooperation with Palau in various areas,
including agriculture, climate change, green energy,
infrastructure, public health, and women'’s
empowerment. [Taiwan Today]

Taiwan responds to reports of Tuvalu
considering diplomatic shift to China

(xc) The Taiwanese foreign ministry has responded to
reports that Tuvalu might switch its diplomatic
recognition from Taiwan to China, following a similar
move by Nauru on January 15. Taiwan's foreign
ministry emphasized the strong ties with Tuvalu,
rooted in shared values of freedom, democracy,
human rights, and the rule of law.

Foreign Minister Joseph Wu reaffirmed Taiwan's
commitment to collaborate with Tuvalu on climate
change and renewable energy initiatives. Anna Powles,
a senior lecturer at Massey University, noted ongoing
speculation about Tuvalu's diplomatic stance and


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-thd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-thh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-thk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-thu/

mentioned a 2023 agreement between Australia and
Tuvalu.

This agreement, which is yet to be implemented,
requires Tuvalu to consult Australia before engaging in
security and defense-related matters with other states,
potentially complicating any switch to China. With
Nauru's recent departure, Taiwan is left with 12 formal
diplomatic allies, primarily in Central and South
America and the Caribbean. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan’s foreign minister deems invasion
of China unlikely

(jr) In a recent interview given on January 19,
Taiwanese Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu stated
that a Chinese invasion of Taiwan was unlikely, and
that Beijing would rather attempt to exert pressure on
political choices through gray zone tactics that
combines military threats, economic coercion, and
cognitive warfare.

Wu added that the government and non-governmental
organizations are cooperating in boosting defense
capability through national reforms and providing civil
defense training. [Taiwan Today]

The interview was held after Taiwanese Vice-President
Lai Ching-te of the independence-leaning ruling
Democratic Progressive Party won the presidential
election on January 13 [see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

In separate statements made a day later at the 2024
Democratic Resilience Forum - hosted by the hosted
by the Taiwan Information Environment Research
Center -, Wu underscored the importance of informing
the public about China's disinformation campaign and
of fostering media literacy amongst the Taiwanese
population to counter it.

Wu highlighted that with the development of cognitive
warfare, information technology is no longer limited to
just the news, but expands to what people encounter
in their daily lives. He warned that the techniques will
only be further upgraded in the future and that
authoritarian regimes and their local collaborators will
employ more tools of intimidation. [Taiwan News]
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwanese government receives funds to
support Japan’s post earthquake
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rebuilding process

(jr) Taiwan's foreign ministry has confirmed that it
received USD 111.000 from the Taiwan Soka
Association for post-earthquake reconstruction aid in
Japan'’s Ishikawa prefecture.

The ministry added that the new contribution will be
incorporated into a dedicated account that was set up
by the Ministry of Health and Welfare on January 5.

Since the earthquake in the Noto Peninsula on January
1 [see AR No. 1, January/2024, 1], Taiwan's
government donated USD 413.000, while private
donations have reached nearly USD 12.8 million.
[Taiwan Today]

India envoy confident over growing ties
with Taiwan

(xc) The celebration of India's Republic Day in Taipei,
marked by the remarks of Manharsinh Laxmanbhai
Yadav, Director-General of the India-Taipei Association
(ITA), highlights the growing and increasingly
multifaceted relationship between Taiwan and India.

The bilateral trade volume reaching 10.9 billion USD in
the fiscal year 2022-2023 indicates a significant and
growing economic relationship. The Indian business
environment is attracting Taiwanese companies,
particularly in light of India's manufacturing policies
like 'Make in India' and 'Production-Linked Initiatives'.
These policies have created favorable conditions for
foreign investments, and Taiwanese companies are
among the beneficiaries. The presence of 3,000 Indian
students in Taiwan is a testament to the growing
educational and cultural exchanges.

Both Yadav and Taiwanese Foreign Minister Joseph Wu
highlighted the shared democratic values between
India and Taiwan. These common values form a strong
foundation for cooperation and mutual support in
various domains. Both sides hope to resume direct
flights between Taipei and New Delhi. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan-Belize ECA Administrative
Committee meeting held

(jr) Taiwanese Deputy Economic Minister Chen Chern-
chi and Amalia Mai, chief executive officer of the
Belizean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade,
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co-hosted the online inaugural Administrative
Committee meeting under the Taiwan-Belize Economic
Cooperation Agreement on January 19 in Taipei.

Both sides reached agreement on establishing a
committee for investment promotion and cooperation,
as well as rules on food security inspections, sanitary
and phytosanitary measures and technical barriers to
trade, among other topics. [Taiwan Today]

Taiwan's deputy foreign minister attends
Marshall Islands presidential
inauguration

(jr) Taiwan Deputy Foreign Minister Tien Chung-Kwang
attended the inauguration of Marshall Islands
President Hilda Heine, which took place on January 22,
where Taiwan's special envoy relayed congratulations
on behalf of the government and people of Taiwan.

Tien stated that with his meeting with Heine, Taiwan
and Marshell Islands have robust allies who share the
values of freedom and democracy.

In response, Heine said the Marshall Islands and
Taiwan share Austronesian heritage and praised the
two sides’ enduring relationship spanning 26 years.

Heine thanked Taiwan for enhancing the well-being of
her people with projects in critical areas such as
infrastructure, health, medicine and infrastructure.

Taien also held a bilateral meeting with the ally’s
Foreign and Trade Minister Kalani Kaneko, exchanged
views with several senior officials and attended the
donation ceremony of 60 tons of Taiwan-grown rice to
the ally, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
[Taiwan Today]

Malaysia, Thailand consider second
railway connection to boost cross-border
ties

(bk) Thailand and Malaysia are exploring a railway
connection between Sungai Kolok district in
Narathiwat province, Thailand, and Rantau Panjang in
Kelantan state on the east coast of Malaysia. This
initiative is a continuation of commitments made by
their respective prime ministers, Srettha Thavisin and
Anwar Ibrahim, to enhance collaboration in
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transportation, trade, border crossing, tourism, and
investment. [Bangkok Post]

Rail agencies from both countries are collaborating on
the proposal. Malaysia is also working on its East Coast
Rail Link project, expected to be completed in 2027,
terminating at Kota Bharu, near Sungai Kolok.

Currently, the only rail connection between the two
nations is the one linking Sadao district in Songkhla
province and Padang Besar.

Royal Thai Navy Faces second United
States warning over salvage operations
for sunken HTMS Sukhothai

(Im) The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) has received a second
warning from the Joint United States Military Advisory
Group Thailand JUSMAGTHAI) regarding the salvage
operations of the sunken HTMS Sukhothai, a US-built
vessel that sank in 2022. JUSMAGTHAI expressed
concerns about the RTN's lack of response to US
inquiries since the incident in December 2022. They
reminded the RTN to comply with their agreement,
especially regarding the choice of a Thai contractor
working with China for the salvage operation. [Bangkok
Post]

The RTN had received a first warning letter from
JUSMAGTHAI in January of the previous year but had
not informed Washington about the situation.
Compliance with US government approval for the
contractor is required under existing agreements, and
non-compliance could affect foreign military sales
between Thailand and the US.

RTN Chief Admiral Adung Phan-iam stated they are
working to resolve the issue but noted concerns that
US involvement might delay the scheduled April
timeline for the salvage operation. The navy has
identified a successful bidder for the warship's
retrieval, with a budget of approximately THB 199
million (roughly USD 5.6 million), pending approval.

In a separate event, ACM Chanon Mungthanya, deputy
commander-in-chief, met with Adm John C Aquilino,
commander of the United States Indo-Pacific
Command, to strengthen military ties, particularly in
the upcoming annual joint Cobra Gold military exercise
scheduled for February.
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Thailand rejects Israeli embassy's hostage
campaign, seeks Qatar's aid for safe
releases

(bk) A high-profile local campaign advocating for the
release of hostages held by Hamas in Gaza has
sparked criticism by pro-Palestine groups in Thailand.
The campaign features 100 tuk-tuks displaying the
faces of over 130 individuals currently held hostage by
Hamas, along with messages demanding their release.
[Bangkok Post]

In response, a pro-Palestine group has submitted a
petition to the Thai parliament, urging lawmakers to
exert pressure on the Israeli embassy to halt the
campaign. The petition also questions why the Thai
Ministry of Foreign Affairs allowed the campaign to
proceed.

Thai Foreign Affairs Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-
Nukara stated on January 16 that the Israeli embassy
did not consult with the ministry before launching the
campaign. He emphasized that Bangkok does not
support the campaign, reiterating Thailand's stance of
non-involvement in the Israel-Hamas conflict. The
Ministry's Permanent Secretary is scheduled to
summon Israel's ambassador for discussions regarding
the matter. [The Nation] [Thai PBS World]

Currently, Thailand is engaged in negotiations for the
release of eight remaining Thai hostages. The Foreign
Minister plans to meet with Qatar's Prime Minister,
Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, at the World
Economic Forum in Davos to seek assistance. Qatar
has played a significant role in facilitating previous
hostage releases.

Dubai firm shows ‘clear interest’ in
Thailand's Land Bridge megaproject

(bk) Dubai Ports (DP) World, a global logistics company,
has demonstrated a "clear interest" in investing in
Thailand's ambitious THB 1-trillion Land Bridge
megaproject, as disclosed by Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin following his meeting with DP World's CEO,
Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, at the World Economic
Forum in Davos. DP World has expressed its intention
to conduct further discussions and site surveys during
an upcoming visit to Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Based in Dubai, DP World operates in over 69
countries and is a shareholder in Laem Chabang
International Terminal Co Ltd (LRT), a terminal
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operator at Laem Chabang Port, which is located on
the east coast and currently the largest seaport in
Thailand. [LRT]

China, Vietnam leaders exchange
greetings on anniversary of diplomatic
ties

(Im) On January 18, the 74th founding anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Vietnam and China,
leaders from both countries exchanged congratulatory
messages. General Secretary of the Communist Party
of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong and
President Vo Van Thuong exchanged messages with
General Secretary of the Communist Party of China
Central Committee and President of China Xi Jinping.
[Nhan Dan]

Additionally, Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh exchanged greetings with Chinese Premier Li
Qiang, and National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh
Hue exchanged congratulations with Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress
(NPC) of China Zhao Leji. Minister of Foreign Affairs Bui
Thanh Son also exchanged congratulations with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi on this occasion.

Viethnam'’s President welcomes Governor
of Japan’s Fukuoka prefecture

(Im) Vietnam'’s President Vo Van Thuong welcomed
Governor Hattori Seitaro of Japan’s Fukuoka
prefecture, the first leader from a Japanese prefecture
to visit Vietnam in 2024. They discussed deepening the
comprehensive strategic partnership between Vietnam
and Japan, with a focus on collaboration between
Hanoi and Fukuoka. [Nham Dan]

President Thuong encouraged people-to-people
exchanges and cooperation between businesses,
especially in workforce training. Governor Hattori
expressed his commitment to fostering cooperation
and exchange activities and sought support from
President Thuong in this endeavor.

Vietnam's Prime Minister Chinh meets
with Hungarian counterpart, president
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(wn) Vietnam's Prime Minister, Pham Minh Chinh,
visited Hungary and held discussions with Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban and President Katalin
Novak, along with other senior officials. During the
visit, both sides signed three cooperation agreements
covering security, diplomacy, and culture.

Prime Minister Orban acknowledged Asia's
unstoppable rise and Hungary's policy of orienting
toward the East in response to the shifting global
power dynamics. He expressed optimism about
increased trade and mutual investments between
Hungary and Vietnam, highlighting the alignment of
their political positions on the world stage, which
facilitates cooperation in addressing common
challenges.

Orban also pledged to promote the 2019 Vietham-EU
Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA) among other
European Union (EU) member states during Hungary's
EU Council presidency in 2024. The EVIPA will become
effective once ratified by all EU Member States. By the
end of October 2023, 16 EU Member States had
already ratified the agreement, with Hungary leading
the way as the first to do so. [The Saigon Times] [Viet
Nam News] [Hungary Today] [Hungarian Conversative]

Vietnam seeks stronger cooperation with
European Union

(Im) The Chairman of the European Parliament's
Committee on International Trade, Bernd Lange,
conducted a series of meetings with high-ranking
Vietnamese officials, including Vice Chairman of the
National Assembly Nguyen Duc Hai and Deputy Prime
Minister Tran Luu Quang, in Hanoi last week. [Viet Nam
News] [Nhan Dan]

During these discussions, the Vietnamese delegation
reaffirmed its commitment to enhancing its
partnership with the European Union (EU) and
underscored the positive impact of the EU-Vietnam
Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA). They also appealed to
the EU for support in various areas, including
addressing the "yellow card" warning on Vietnamese
seafood and resolving disputes in the South China Sea.

Bernd Lange acknowledged the significance of the
EVFTA and praised Vietnam's role as a crucial EU
partner in ASEAN. He recognized Vietnam's efforts in
combating illegal fishing and emphasized the
importance of maintaining open dialogue mechanisms
to bolster cooperation between Vietnam and the EU.
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Vietnam, Slovakia agree to boost bilateral
ties, parliamentary relations

(wn) Deputy Speaker Lubos Blaha of the Slovak
National Council praised the potential for
strengthened cooperation between Vietnam and
Slovakia during a meeting with Vietnamese
Ambassador Nguyen Tuan. [Nhan Dan]

Blaha acknowledged Vietnam's resilience during
wartime and its recent dynamic development. He
expressed Slovakia's interest in Vietnam's socialist-
oriented market economy model and hoped to visit
Vietnam to witness its progress.

Ambassador Tuan highlighted the strong friendship
between the two countries and mentioned recent high-
level exchanges. He also expressed gratitude for
Slovakia's recognition of the Vietnamese community as
its 14th ethnic minority, which will enhance cultural
and educational activities and contribute to bilateral
relations.

Vietnamese Prime Minister Chinh meets
with Romanian President in Bucharest

(Im) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh on
January 22 met with Romanian President Klaus
lohannis in Bucharest. The two leaders discussed
enhancing economic ties, increasing exchanges at all
levels, and addressing global challenges peacefully.
Prime Minister Chinh also thanked Romania for its
support to the Vietnamese community. [Nham Dan]

Pope meets Vietnam political delegation,
wants to visit the country

(wn) On January 18, Pope Francis met with a delegation
from Vietnam's Communist Party, and Vatican's foreign
minister, Archbishop Paul Gallagher, described the
meeting as "very positive." He also announced his own
upcoming visit to Vietnam in April. The Pope expressed
a strong interest in visiting Vietnam as relations
between the Vatican and the country have improved.
[Reuters]

This meeting followed a private audience between the
Pope and Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong in July,
during which they announced that Vietnam would
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allow a Resident Papal Representative to return to
Hanoi for the first time since the end of the Vietnam
War in 1975.

Vietnam, which is home to a substantial Catholic
population of nearly 7 million, severed ties with the
Vatican in 1975 due to historical associations with
France, its former colonial power. However, in recent
times, Vietnam has actively pursued improved
relations with various nations, including the Vatican, as
part of its diplomatic efforts.

Vietnam, Uzbekistan fortify collaboration

(Im) The President of the Vietnam Union of Friendship
Organisations, Phan Anh Son, met with a delegation of
Uzbekistan officials in Hanoi to strengthen
collaboration between the two nations. They discussed
deepening cooperation in various fields, including the
possibility of opening representative offices in each
other's capitals to enhance people-to-people
diplomacy and bilateral relations. [Nham Dan]

Uzbekistan expressed interest in learning from

Vietnam's expertise in silk production, with plans to
strengthen collaboration in the silk and wool industry.

Announcements

Upcoming online events

26 January 2024 9:00-10:30 a.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Bangladesh: Post-Election Prospects for a
Rising Player in South Asian Geopolitics
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Against the backdrop of the recent general elections in
Bangladesh, this online panel will discuss the complex
political landscape and evolving geopolitical dynamics
in Bangladesh. The recent parliamentary elections,
marked by significant developments and challenges,
have raised questions about the country’s political
trajectory and its impact on regional geopolitics.

For more Information, see [CPG].

24 January 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Stimson Center, USA

Beyond the Horizon: Outlining Risks and
Opportunities in 2024

This event will analyze a wide scope of the risks and
opportunities of the year to come. The experts will
explore the likely implications of different election
outcomes, evaluate power dynamics and ongoing
trends in Russia, China, and the Middle East, as well as
examine the future of Al and technology in an ever-
changing world.

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

24 January 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Hudson Institute, USA

Reinforcing a Free and Open Indo-Pacific

The experts will reflect on recent changes in the Indo-
Pacific, how the US and its allies are working to build a
multilayered network to shape the region’s strategic
environment, and where greater cooperation and
coordination are still needed.

Learn more about the event at [Hudson Institute].

25 January 2024 @ 09:00 - 10:15 a.m. (GMT+1),
Clingendael Institute, The Netherlands

Turning the tide in troubled waters: EU-
ASEAN cooperation on climate adaptation

Member states from both ASEAN and the EU are
feeling the effects of climate change now more than
ever before. The increased intensity and frequency of
extreme weather events in both blocs call for
immediate action and necessitate international
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cooperation. The webinar will cover the following
questions: (1) How can climate imperatives sync better
with geopolitical complexities in the region? (2) What
can ASEAN and the EU gain from working together,
next to China and the US? (3) Where is the untapped
potential for EU and ASEAN cooperation on climate
adaptation? (4) Which EU instruments and mechanisms
for managing water resources and disaster risk can
foster cooperation with ASEAN?

Learn more about the event at [Clingendael Institute].

25 January 2024 @ 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Hudson
Institute, USA

Countering China’s International
Objectives: A New Global Alliance Based
on Pillars for Freedom

The People’s Republic of China poses a colossal threat
to American values and the freedom-based world
order. No other nation that has confronted the United
States and its allies has possessed China’s combination
of economic and military strength, which enables
Beijing's exploitative and bellicose foreign policies. The
conversation will focus on how the US can forge a new
coalition to counter this pressure.

Learn more about the event at [Hudson Institute].

25 January 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Demographic Transitions in Southeast
Asia: Reframing How We Think and Act
about Ageing

Southeast Asian countries, which are in different
demographic transitions, face different challenges,
from creating enough good jobs and building
competitive human capital to building institutions that
are conducive to old-age savings and transfers. The
webinar will raise the issue of demographic transitions
in Southeast Asia drawing on experiences from
Vietnam and Singapore: how ready countries in the
region are, the changing contexts in which ageing is
taking place such as climate change and technological
advancement, and how we should reframe how we
think and act about ageing. The speakers will bring in
country experiences including in key policy areas of
pension and social insurance systems, productivity-led
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economic growth, maintaining the social well-being of
the older persons, immigration policies, and regional
cooperation.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS-Yusof Ishak
Institute].

25 January 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT+7),
Stimson Center, USA

Where's the Water: Mekong Dry Season
2024

In recent years, water releases from upstream dams
have tripled the amount of water in the Mekong during
certain dry season months. The experts invited to the
discussion will raise such questions: (1) Is this
phenomenon helpful or harmful? How will dam
releases impact dry season flow along the course of
the Mekong from Thailand to Cambodia this year?

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

25 January 2024 @ 11:00 - 11:45 a.m. (GMT-5), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Launch of The Heritage Foundation’s 2024
China Transparency Report

The main aim of the event is to present China
Transparency Report which is the analysis on the
current state of transparency vis-a-vis China across
eight categories. The report also includes six topical
essays, ranging from in-depth examination on human
rights and Chinese politics to Wall Street financing and
COVID-19 coverups.

Learn more about the event at [The Heritage
Foundation].

25 January 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

Japan in the Year 2024

The panelists will discuss Japan’s future, especially in
the international arena. Thus, the experts will cover
the strategic Japan’s partnerships, particularly with the

US. The focus will be made on the 2024t year.
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Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

26 January 2024 @ 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), NUS
East Asian Institute, Singapore

Disgruntled Stakeholder? China’s
Ambitions and the Future of the
International Order

Beneath Xi Jinping's grand slogans of a “Chinese
dream” and a “shared future for humankind” are
internal tensions, debates and interests that compete
to shape China’'s approach to the world. Through the
lens of domestic politics, nationalism and regime
insecurity in China, the lecturer will examine the
evolving and contested landscape of what “China”
wants. The talk will conclude with reflections on policy,
prospects for peaceful coexistence and the future of
the international order.

Learn more about the event at [NUS East Asian
Institute].

26 January 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Brookings, USA

South Korean foreign policy in 2024

The main goal of the webinar is to analyze South
Korea's ambitions to be a global pivotal state and the
implications of the direction of South Korean foreign
policy. Some of the questions covered will be the
following: (1) What role can South Korea play in the
Indo-Pacific and beyond? (2) What challenges and
opportunities lie ahead for South Korean foreign policy
in 2024?

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

29 January 2024 @ 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (GMT), Ash
Center, USA

The Implications of Taiwan'’s Presidential
Election

The speakers will discuss the outcomes flowing from
the Taiwan's presidential election and the impact it can
have on foreign policy of the state.
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Learn more about the event at [Ash Center].

29 January 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+7),
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), Thailand

Asia-Pacific Stats Café Series: Data
governance across Asia and the Pacific

There will be presented national data governance
policies and structures across East and North East Asia,
as well as explored how National Statistical Offices may
best navigate in existing and future data ecosystem of
this region.

Learn more about the event at [ESCAP].

29 January 2024 @ 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Hudson
Institute, USA

A Conversation with Rep. Darrell Issa on
US-South Asia Relations

The South Asian and Indian Ocean regions are critical
for America’s national security interests and will be key
to countering China’s military and economic rise
through a United States-led Indo-Pacific coalition. This
year will also be a crucial moment for countries in this
region, as India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka
will all hold elections. The goal of the conversation is to
discuss US relations with South Asia and to have a look
ahead at the challenges and opportunities within their
cooperation in the coming year.

Learn more about the event at [Hudson Institute].

30 January 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-
Yusof Ishak Institute,

Youth and Civic Engagement in Southeast
Asia

Southeast Asia has one of the largest youth
populations in the world. This seminar seeks to
understand the civic and political attitudes of youths in
Southeast Asia. Zooming into three countries in the
region, the seminar offers a theoretical discussion of
the relationship between youth-driven online and
offline activism, dissecting notions of “slacktivism” and
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analyzing the determinants which contribute to offline
activism in Indonesia. It also looks at Malaysia’s
increasingly conservative wave among the youth,
examining its origins and manifestations, especially in
relation to social capital within the country.
Concurrently, Thailand's youth activism and outlook at
various levels of education (middle and high school,
and universities) will be examined, elucidating the
deep-rooted socioeconomic and political issues which
young people perceive in Thailand.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS-Yusof Ishak
Institute].

30 January 2024 @ 11:00 -12:15 p.m. (GMT+1),
German Institute for Global and Area Studies
(GIGA), Germany

Xinjiang in Central Asia: Trade, Refugees,
Loans, and Propaganda Across the Former
Sino-Soviet Border

This talk traces cross-border connections including
shifts in trade patterns, the impact of testimonies of
survivors from Xinjiang's re-education camps,
propaganda efforts, state violence against activists,
and the recent agreements on visa-free travel between
China and Central Asia.

Learn more about the event at [GIGA].

Recent book releases

David Keen. When Disasters Come Home: Making and
Manipulating Emergencies In The West. Polity, 288
pages, published April 28, 2023, with a review in [LSE].

Trebor Scholz. Own This! How Platform Co-operatives
Help Workers Build a Democratic Internet. Verso, 240
pages, published September 19, 2023, reviewed in
[LSE].

Harold James. Seven Crashes: The Economic Crises
that Shaped Globalization. Yale University Press, 376
pages, published July 11, 2023. Visit [LSE] for a review.

Theresa May. The Abuse of Power: Confronting
Injustice in Public Life. Headline, 352 pages, published
September 14, 2023, with a review in [LSE].

Paraska Tolan-Szkilnik. Maghreb Noir: The Militant-
Artists of North Africa and the Struggle for a Pan-


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iyk/

African, Postcolonial Future. Stanford University Press,
272 pages, published July 11, 2023. Visit [Foreign
Affairs] for a review.

Isaac McKean Scarborough. Moscow’s Heavy
Shadow: The Violent Collapse of the USSR. Cornell
University Press, 294 pages, published August 15,
2023, reviewed in [Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The Erasmus School of Law invites paper proposals
for its conference “Law, Regulation and Technology:
Healthy, Sustainable, and Safe Smart Cities,” to be
held on 26-27 June 2024. The deadline for abstract
submission is March 25, 2024. For more information,
see [Erasmus School of Law].

The Australian and New Zealand Society of
International Law invites paper proposals for its 31st
ANZSIL Annual Conference 2024 “International Law:
Crisis, Conflict and Cooperation” to be held on July 3-
5, 2024, at Melbourne Law School. The deadline for
abstract submission is February 12, 2024. For more
information, see [ANZSIL].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,
or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.
Applications are accepted open until filled. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Project Manager to be
based in Monrovia, Liberia. Applications are accepted
until February 3, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Assistant to be based in
Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted until
February 5, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan. Applications are accepted until
February 3, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Director, USA Philanthropy (Western
Region). More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
People & Culture Manager - Global HQ to be based
in Atlanta, GA, United States, Nairobi, Nairobi
Municipality, Kenya or London, United Kingdom. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Chief of Party to be based in Islamabad, Pakistan.
More information is provided at [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a
Regional Head of Advocacy Latin America to be
based Ciudad de Panama, Panama. Applications are
accepted until February 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [NRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a Head
of Programme Afghanistan to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until February
3, 2024. More information is provided at [NRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a
Protection from Violence Specialist Ukraine to be
based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until
February 6, 2024. More information is provided at
[NRC].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Associate (in-kind) SC6 to be based in
Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until February
6, 2024. More information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Policy Officer (School Based
Programmes) to be based in Islamabad, Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until January 31, 2024. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Assistant (Protection, AAP & Gender)
to be based in Mozambique. Applications are accepted
until January 31, 2024. More information is provided at
[WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Qualitative Research Consultant (Disrupting


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-ijh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-ijk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-itl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-itr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-ity/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-itj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-itt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-itd/

Harm) to be based in Florence, Italy. Applications are
accepted until February 18, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Social & Behavior Change Specialist to be based in
Nouakchott, Mauritania. Applications are accepted
until February 2, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Regional Chief of Operations to be based in
Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted until
February 11, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Country Emergency Preparedness and Response
Officer to be based in Port Louis, Mauritius.
Applications are accepted until February 11, 2024.
More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant - Environmental Health to be based in
Ulan Bator, Mongolia. Applications are accepted until
February 3, 2024. More information is provided at
[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
National Professional Officer (Compliance) to be
based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted
until February 8, 2024. More information is provided at
[WHOQO].

The World Bank (WB)_seeks a Senior Social
Protection Specialist to be based in Kampala,Uganda.
Applications are accepted until February 2, 2024. More
information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Digital
Development Specialist to be based in Washington,
DC, United States. Applications are accepted until
January 31, 2024. More information is provided at
[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior External Affairs
Officer to be based in Manila, Philippines. Applications
are accepted until January 29, 2024. More information
is provided at [WB].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Supply
Chain Team Leader to be based in Kharkiv, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until January 26, 2024. More
information is provided at [DRC].
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The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Research
Team Leader to be based in Uganda. Applications are
accepted until January 28, 2024. More information is
provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Research
Team Leader to be based in Uganda. Applications are
accepted until January 28, 2024. More information is
provided at [DRC].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Monitoring, Evaluation and Risk
Management Officer to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Applications are accepted until February 1, 2024. More
information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Global Camp Coordination and Camp
Management (CCCM) Capacity Development
Advisor to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until January 31, 2024. More
information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a Project Manager (Immigration and Border
Governance) to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications
are accepted until January 31, 2024. More information
is provided at [IOM].

FHI 360 seeks a Global Innovation Advisor to be
based in Washington, DC, United States. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

FHI 360 seeks a Regional Security Manager - Asia
Pacific to be based in Bangkok, Thailand. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

FHI 360 seeks a Program Manager to be based in the
United States (Remote). More information is provided
at [FHI 3601].

CESAER seeks an Advisor for EU research policy to
be posted in Leuven, Belgium. Applications are
accepted until February 11, 2024. More information is
provided at [CESAER].

The European Environmental Bureau (EEB) seeks a
Policy Officer for Biodiversity to be posted in
Brussels, Belgium. Applications are accepted until
February 11, 2024. More information is provided at
(EBE].

Oxfam International seeks an EU Humanitarian and
Conflict Policy Advisor to be based in Brussels,
Belgium. Applications are accepted until January 28,
2024. More information is provided at [Oxfam].


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-iiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vukthll-l-idh/

Oxfam International seeks an Ol Climate
Displacement Policy Coordinator to be based in
Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until
February 11, 2024. More information is provided at
[Oxfam].

Oxfam International seeks a Project Manager
Inequality Campaign. Applications are accepted until
January 31, 2024. More information is provided at
[Oxfam].

The European Commission (EC) seeks a Director for
Government Finance Statistics to be based in
Luxembourg. Applications are accepted until January
26, 2024. More information is provided at [EC].

The European Commission (EC) seeks a Deputy
Director-General - European Public Administration
Information Technology to be based in Brussels,
Belgium. Applications are accepted until February 1,
2024. More information is provided at [EC].

The University of New South Wales invites
applications for a Laureate Postdoctoral Fellow -
History & Population position. Applications are
accepted until February 18, 2024. For more details, see
[UNSW].

The Catalan Institution for Research and Advanced
Studies (ICREA) invites applications for 20 senior
research positions in the following areas: Social &
Behavioural Sciences, Humanities, and Life & Medical
Sciences. Applications are accepted until March 5,
2024. For more details, see [ICREA].

The Faculty of Social Sciences at University of Agder
invites application for the position Postdoctoral
Research Fellow in Global Development Studies.
Applications are accepted until March 31, 2024. For
more details, see [University of Agder].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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