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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Nauru’s and Sri

Lanka’s Independence Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: New white paper defends anti-

terrorism efforts against international

criticism

(ms) On January 23 the Information Office of the State

Council released a white paper titled “China’s Legal

Framework and Measures for Counterterrorism” [read

full text], outlining the achievements of the

counterterrorism efforts of the country and

highlighting especially their success in the Xinjiang

Region, where China is accused of severe human rights

violations against local Muslim minorities.

The paper draws a very positive picture of the

country’s efforts in the fight against terrorism, starting

with the origins and the measures imposed as a

reaction to certain events. Several provinces and

regions, including Hong Kong, are mentioned for their
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success. Among them, Hong Kong's implementation of

the National Security Law in response to the 2019 anti-

government protests, which is highly criticized by

human rights organizations due to its impact on the

city's autonomy and the human rights situation. The

efforts of the Chinese government are illustrated in

detail, with a specific focus on the Xinjiang Region.

The Xinjiang Region and especially the Muslim

minorities of the Uyghurs has been the center of

Chinese domestic counter-terrorism measures. Above

all, the Kunming Terrorist Attack, which claimed 29

lives in 2014, is seen identified as a kind of turning

point in China's handling of terrorism and as the

starting point for the drafting of anti-terror legislation

[for more, see Cornell].

China's anti-terrorism measures, particularly in

Xinjiang, have been implemented through a

combination of legal frameworks, regional regulations,

and security measures. In Xinjiang, the government

has introduced deradicalization regulations, passed in

2017 and revised in 2018, which identify behaviors

deemed extremist. These include practices like

growing an "abnormal" beard and wearing a veil,

thereby clearly targeting Muslims. [for more, see

Reuters]

However, these measures have faced widespread

international criticism. Numerous reports and

allegations suggest that the Chinese government has

engaged in human rights abuses against the Uyghur

Muslim minority, including mass detentions in re-

education camps, surveillance, forced labor, and

restrictions on religious and cultural practices. In the

Xinjiang report published at the end of August 2022,

the then High Commissioner for Human Rights

Michelle Bachelet concluded that China's "arbitrary

and discriminatory detention and their treatment" of

Uyghurs and other Muslims in its Xinjiang region,

legitimized by the Anti-Terror Law, could constitute

crimes against humanity (see AiR No. 36,

September/2022, 1). This criticism is also repeated in

last week's criticism by the UN Human Rights Council

in the course of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)

(see entry below), which may also have been a decisive

factor in the timing of the publication of the white

paper in order to counteract the expected criticism in a

proactive manner.

In the paper the Chinese government consistently

denies these allegations, highlighting that proceedings

against potential terror suspects are fair and in

accordance with human rights standards asserting that

all actions taken in Xinjiang are necessary responses to

the threat of terrorism. [South China Morning Post 1]
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In general, there is a growing trend in China to seek

cultural unity among the ethnically diverse Chinese

people. During a meeting also held on 23 January,

ethnic affairs officials have been urged to enhance

efforts for the integration of the country's ethnic

minority groups in 2024. The meeting emphasized the

need to enforce President Xi Jinping's vision of creating

a sense of commonality within the Chinese nation.

While the meeting primarily used education to convey

historical contexts as an example to create unity, the

expression of cultural diversity is being restricted,

especially in ethnically dominant regions such as

Xinjiang, Tibet, and Inner Mongolia. [Global Times]

[South China Morning Post 2]

In the three regions, education in particular has been

adapted over the past three years through various

measures in a way that systematically undermines the

development of the traditional language. Among other

measures, school hours in the respective language are

being drastically reduced or, above all in Tibet, local

schools are being closed, forcing parents to send their

children to schools that are sometimes more than 100

kilometers away, thus effectively cutting off their

connection to their cultural heritage [see AiR No. 41,

October/2023, 2].

China: Hong Kong launches public

consultation on Article 23 security law

(ms) After officially confirming in mid-January that it

will be part of the city's 2024 legislative agenda (see AiR

No. 3, January/2024, 3), Hong Kong's Chief Executive

John Lee officially launched the public consultation

period for the city's own security law, Article 23, on

January 30.

The legislation, mandated by Article 23 of the Basic

Law, aims to prohibit offenses such as treason,

espionage, and theft of state secrets. It would

supplement the National Security Law introduced by

the Chinese central government in the wake of the

2019 anti-government protests, which was heavily

criticized by human rights organizations and covers the

criminal offenses of secession, subversion, terrorism

and collusion. There was already an attempt to

implement a city's own security law in 2003, which

failed however due to widespread protests, but Lee,

alongside Justice Secretary Paul Lam and Security

Secretary Chris Tang, remains committed to passing it

this year.

Lee emphasized that the 2019 protests were a "Hong

Kong version of a color revolution," underlining the
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necessity of safeguarding national security. The

consultation document, comprising nine chapters,

outlines national security risks, the need for legislation,

and legal principles behind Article 23. The public has

until February 28 to provide input.

Despite concerns about potential infringements on civil

liberties, Lee highlighted that many other countries

have enacted numerous laws linked to national

security. A special team will address concerns from the

business sector and counter criticism by "hostile

forces" during the legislative process.

Even though the government under Lee has declared a

public consultation period, it is doubtful to what extent

the population will actually be able to influence the

legislation, as the democratic participatory means of

the population have been increasingly curtailed since

the introduction of the National Security Laws 2020,

which observers fear will be intensified by the

introduction of the own security law. [Hong Kong Free

Press] [South China Morning Post]

China-Hong Kong: Top court reverses

acquittal of Tiananmen activist Chow

Hang-tung

(ms) Hong Kong's Court of Final Appeal has overturned

the acquittal of prominent activist and human rights

lawyer Chow Hang-tung, reinstating her conviction

related to the unauthorized assembly during the 2021

Tiananmen vigil.

Chow, formerly vice-chair of the Hong Kong Alliance in

Support of Patriotic Democratic Movements of China –

a civil-society organization famous for organizing and

hold the Tiananmen vigil – had her initial conviction

quashed in December 2022, but the recent ruling

marks a setback for Hong Kong's democracy

supporters.

The court held that Chow could challenge the legality

of the police ban on the vigil but not as a defense in

criminal proceedings. Chief Justice Andrew Cheung

emphasized that permitting such challenges in criminal

cases could undermine the authority of prohibitions.

Instead, the court suggested pursuing a judicial review

for organizers and participants.

Chow, who has been in detention since September

2021, faces additional legal challenges, including

charges under the national security law. The annual

Tiananmen vigil, organized by the Hong Kong Alliance,
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faced a ban in 2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions,

leading to legal battles.

International organizations, including Amnesty

International, have criticized the court's decision,

expressing concerns about its impact on the rule of law

and the potential restriction of peaceful assemblies in

Hong Kong. [Amnesty International] [Barrons] [Hong

Kong Free Press] [Xinqi Su via Twitter]

China: Evergrande gets liquidation order

in Hong Kong

(ms) The world's most indebted real estate developer,

China Evergrande Group, has been ordered to undergo

liquidation by a Hong Kong court on January 29,

marking a significant milestone in the ongoing crisis

that has gripped the Chinese property sector.

The decision came after Evergrande failed to present a

viable restructuring proposal and faced insolvency,

accumulating a staggering debt of over USD 300 billion.

The court's decision follows a prolonged 18-month

hearing and numerous attempts by Evergrande to

negotiate with creditors and devise a workable plan.

Evergrande's fall from grace began in 2021 when it

defaulted on its financial obligations, just over a year

after Beijing imposed restrictions on lending to

property developers to cool a property bubble. The

company's troubles symbolize a broader crisis in the

Chinese property market, where excessive borrowing

has led to a series of collapses since 2020, prompting

the government's intervention to curb surging debt

levels deemed a threat to economic stability.

The liquidation order has raised concerns about

potential repercussions for global financial markets.

Initially, fears circulated that an Evergrande liquidation

could cause shockwaves worldwide, but Chinese

regulators have assured that the risks can be

contained. Only a small portion of Evergrande's debt is

owed to foreign creditors, which reduces the

immediate impact on the global financial system.

Evergrande's Hong Kong-traded shares plummeted

nearly 21 percent following the announcement, leading

to a suspension of trading. However, Hong Kong's

benchmark Hang Seng index showed resilience, rising

by 0.9 percent, and some property developers

witnessed gains in their share prices. The Shanghai

Composite index dropped by 0.9 percent, while

Shenzhen's A-share index fell over 2 percent.
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The court's decision has further intensified

uncertainties surrounding the fate of Evergrande's vast

operations in mainland China. While Hong Kong

operates under a separate legal system, analysts

consider Evergrande's case to be a test of whether

mainland courts will recognize bankruptcy rulings in

Hong Kong.

Evergrande's CEO, Shawn Siu, expressed "utmost

regret" at the liquidation order but emphasized that it

only affects the Hong Kong-listed unit. Siu assured that

the group's domestic and overseas units are

independent legal entities, and efforts would be made

to continue operations and deliver properties to

buyers.

The court's decision has broader implications for

foreign investors and China's handling of creditor

rights. Observers will closely monitor how the

liquidation process unfolds, particularly in terms of

seizing assets and repaying creditors, as Evergrande's

downfall poses a challenge to foreign investor

confidence in China's market.

The aftermath of Evergrande's liquidation is expected

to be a protracted and complex process, with potential

political considerations. The company's extensive

business empire, spanning hundreds of cities and

diverse sectors, adds further layers of complexity to

the unfolding crisis. [Associated Press] [CNBC] [Hong

Kong Free Press] [Reuters] [The Guardian] [The New

York Times]

China: Another cut of bank reserves

(ms) In a bid to revitalize its economy and stabilize

financial markets, the People's Bank of China (PBC)

announced on January 25 a 0.5 percentage point cut to

the reserve requirement ratio (RRR), injecting yet

another USD 140 billion of liquidity into the financial

system, after previous injections missed to fulfill the

hoped for effects.

Despite surpassing the GDP growth target with 5.2

percent (see AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4), the investor

confidence remains wary of the economic outlook for

China, due the high-debt levels and stronger

interference in the economy by the government under

Xi Jinping.

While the immediate market response was positive,

with Hong Kong's benchmark experiencing a notable

3.6 percent surge as was also seen in the last financial

injections, the longevity of this upswing is doubtful.
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In addition to the RRR cut, the central bank announced

plans to issue policies aimed at improving commercial

property loans. This move underscores the importance

of addressing challenges in the real estate sector as

probably the country’s biggest economic hurdle.

PBC Governor Pan Gongsheng reassured that China's

monetary policy still maintains enough flexibility to

adapt to evolving economic conditions. Pan

acknowledged the impact of global economic dynamics

on China, particularly highlighting the misalignment of

monetary policy cycles between China and the United

States. He anticipates improvements in this alignment,

facilitating the stabilization of interest rate differentials

and the renminbi.

In light of these measures, the central bank remains

confident in China's economic recovery. Projections

from international organizations, such as the IMF,

foresee a moderate recovery in China's Consumer

Price Index (CPI) and a 4.2 percent growth in GDP for

2024. However, analysts caution that sustained

economic growth may require additional stimulus

measures. [Associated Press] [CNBC] [Financial Times]

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Provinces set conservative

economic growth targets

(ms) The difficult economic situation in the world's

second largest economy appears to be persisting in

the new year, which is also having an impact on the

economic growth targets of the country's various

provinces, who have set rather moderate growth

targets of around 5 percent for 2024 after many

missing theirs in the previous year.

For example, the northern municipality of Tianjin,

grappling with a debt burden of about USD 120 billion,

announced a modest 4.5 percent gross domestic

product (GDP) growth goal for the year, following

subpar expansion of 4.3 percent in 2023.

China's overall economy grew by 5.2 percent in 2023

[see AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4], surpassing the

government's target of "around 5 percent" slightly.

However, concerns linger over the sustainability of the

growth, prompting provinces to adopt a pragmatic

approach. This trend also aligns with Beijing's directive

for indebted localities to address their debt challenges

and curtail spending, which might limit economic

growth in the short term.
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Tianjin's struggles reflect a broader trend as many

provinces missed their 2023 GDP targets. Heilongjiang

in the northeast, despite a booming trade with Russia,

recorded only 2.6 percent growth, Jiangxi posted 4.1

percent against a 7 percent target, and even economic

powerhouse Shanghai fell short of its goal.

Especially the debt levels large are a major reason for

these economic struggles. Provinces with heavy debt

burdens, including Yunnan and Guizhou, are setting

conservative growth targets for 2024. Yunnan, with a

debt of USD 170 billion, aims for around 5 percent,

while Guizhou, known for underused infrastructure

financed by debt, targets 5.5 percent.

Major economic powerhouses like Guangdong, Jiangsu,

and Zhejiang are expected to drive higher growth in

2024, with Guangdong setting a 5 percent growth

target. However, analysts express skepticism about

achieving these goals amid a prolonged property

slump, weak private sector, and soft domestic

consumption.

As China navigates economic challenges, the nation's

leaders face the delicate task of fostering growth,

restoring public confidence, and managing rising debt

concerns. The cautious approach adopted by provinces

reflects a nuanced understanding of the economic

landscape and the need for sustainable growth amid

uncertain global conditions.

The nationwide economic target is usually presented

during the annual session of the National People's

Congress, but looking at the already known local

economic targets, a rather modest economic growth

target of around 5 percent can be expected again.

[Bloomberg] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China:  Guizhou province redirects

investments towards new energy prowess

(ms) One of China’s highest indebted provinces, the

Guizhou Province in Southwest China is planning to

become a significant R&D and production center for

new energy power batteries and materials by 2025

through large investments, signaling a shift in Chinas

economic growth strategy.

During the annual session of the provincial people's

congress on January 24, the province set an ambitious

5.5 percent GDP growth target for 2024 despite the

poor economic situation. A large part of this economic

growth is to be generated by large-scale investments in

its new energy sector.
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The session sets a target of a 15 percent year-on-year

increase in the added value of its new energy vehicle

(NEV) industry for 2024. To achieve this, the province is

leveraging industry leaders like Contemporary

Amperex Technology Co., Ltd. (CATL) and BYD to

propel technological advancements.

In addition to a general focus on renewable energy

seen in China, especially in the mobility sector, the

target setting illustrates a change in the investment

behavior of the Chinese government. While until a few

years ago investment in the country's real estate sector

was responsible for around a third of the country's

GDP, this is no longer feasible due to the ongoing debt

problems.

As a result of this it is observable that investments are

increasingly being made in the country's industry

again, as can be seen in the case of Guizhou. [China

Daily] [Xinhua]

China: Security regulator suspends

restricted shares lending

(ms) In a move aimed at restoring confidence in

China's volatile stock markets, the country's securities

regulator has announced a full suspension of

restricted share lending, effective from January 29.

The China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC)

stated that this decision is part of broader efforts to

stabilize the markets, which have experienced recent

sharp declines despite supportive policies, including a

significant cut to bank reserves (see entry above).

Restricted shares, often allocated to company

employees or investors with sale limitations, can be

lent for trading purposes, adding pressure on markets,

especially during a prolonged downturn.

This regulatory initiative underscores the authorities'

commitment to cracking down on illegal activities

involving securities lending, such as reducing holdings

and cashing out. Additionally, the CSRC will limit the

efficiency of some securities lending in the securities

refinancing market from March 18, further

emphasizing the regulatory focus on investor

protection.

Market experts anticipate additional measures to be

unveiled gradually, covering various aspects such as

the governance of listed companies and incentives for

medium and long-term funds to invest in the A-share

market.
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The regulatory adjustments reflect a proactive effort to

shift focus from facilitating financing to prioritizing

investor interests, signaling a comprehensive approach

to market stability and sustainable growth. [China

Daily] [Reuters]

China: SOE leaders valued according to

stock performance

(ms) In the wake of ongoing economic struggles the

state-owned assets Supervision and Administration

Commission of the State Council (SACAC) is set to

evaluate the performance of business leaders based

on stock market outcomes to align with stakeholder

interests.

The SASAC aims to guide heads of state-owned

enterprises (SOEs) to prioritize the market

performance of their listed units, according to the

head of the SASAC's property rights administration

bureau. The SOE leaders will thereby have to provide

confidence to investors through market-oriented

measures such as rapidly increasing holdings and

share buybacks, stabilizing expectations and increasing

cash dividends to provide better returns to investors,

he added.

The initiative comes just a few days after Chinas

Premier Li Qiang demanded further actions to attract

foreign investors, with the focus on a stronger stability

of the stock market, after the two major Chinese

Indices, the CSI 300 of the mainland and the Hong

Kong Hang Seng Index fell to long-time lose in the

beginning of the year (see AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4).

[Yicai Global]

China: Merger plans of three asset

managers in financial reform move

(ms) China is set to merge three major asset managers,

China Cinda Asset Management, China Orient Asset

Management, and China Great Wall Asset

Management, into the sovereign wealth fund China

Investment Corp (CIC), according to a report by state-

media outlet Xinhua Finance News, which was

removed shortly after being released.

This move, if realized, would probably be part of the

government's broader plan to reform financial

institutions and separate their roles as regulator and

shareholder of state-owned financial entities.
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The Ministry of Finance, the largest shareholder of the

three asset management companies (AMCs), is said to

support this initiative. The restructuring aims to

mitigate risks in China's USD 63 trillion financial

industry amid concerns about local government debt

and a real estate crisis.

The government established CIC in 2007 to diversify

foreign exchange holdings, and it currently has a

registered capital of USD 200 billion.

Notably, China Huarong is excluded from the merger,

having undergone a takeover by state-owned CITIC

Group in 2021. [Reuters]

China: Bank of China's USD 21 billion bond

sale targets 2025 global capital

compliance

(ms) The Bank of China has announced its plans to

undertake a substantial bond sale, amounting to USD

21 billion, in a move to address a funding gap, aligning

with the 2025 deadline for compliance with global

capital requirements making it the first major state-

owned bank in China to tackle the issue.

The bank aims to leverage both domestic and overseas

debt markets for the issuance of a new category of

total loss-absorbing capacity (TLAC) bonds, as outlined

in a filing with the Shanghai Stock Exchange on January

26.

The China Banking and Insurance Regulatory

Commission, China's former banking regulator,

foreseeing the importance of such measures, granted

approval for major state-owned banks to issue these

bonds in 2022, emphasizing their role in maintaining

stability within the financial system. The TLAC bonds,

excluded from a bank's capital base, can be written off

or converted into common equities during the disposal

phase.

China's top five banks, including Industrial and

Commercial Bank of China, Agricultural Bank of China,

Bank of China, China Construction Bank, and Bank of

Communications, are designated as globally

systemically important banks. These institutions are

mandated to maintain a TLAC amount of at least 16

percent of risk-weighted assets by January 1, 2025,

with an increase to 18 percent from January 1, 2028.

Fitch Ratings has highlighted the potential strain on

Chinese lenders due to increased capital-raising

pressure, particularly amid responsibilities to support
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the Chinese economy, property developers, and local

government financing vehicles. To meet TLAC

requirements, other lenders are expected to unveil

loss-absorbing bond issuance plans soon. Fitch

estimates that the five major banks may issue an

additional USD 250 billion in debt by 2025 and about

USD 900 billion by 2028 to address capital shortfalls in

compliance with TLAC requirements. [Reuters]

China:  Former vice-president of

Development bank sentenced to 20 years

in prison

(ms) He Xingxiang, former vice president of the China

Development Bank (CDB) has been sentenced to 20

years in prison for crimes including bribery and

financial misconduct. This follows the 2021 sentencing

of CDB's former Chairman, Hu Huaibang, and the

investigation of at least seven other middle and senior

executives within the bank over the past two years.

Beyond the financial sector there were also other

corruption cases. Dai Daojin, a former senior political

advisor in the Hunan Province is being investigated

and Du Zhaocai, ex-deputy head of the General

Administration of Sport faces prosecution and Chen

Xuyuan, former president of the Chinese Football

Association both faces prosecution all of the three also

in relation of allegation to corruption. [Xinhua 1]

[Xinhua 2] [Xinhua 3] [Xinhua 4]

China: Development of former prestige US

ammunition project

(ms) Chinese scientists from the National Key

Laboratory of Electromagnetic Energy at the Naval

University of Engineering have successfully realized the

"dream bullet," a concept initially conceived by the U.S.

Navy. This advanced ammunition possesses the

capability to dynamically alter its flight path based on

satellite instructions, which would make it a significant

breakthrough military technology.

The bullet, designed to be fired from an

electromagnetic gun, achieves a speed of Mach 7,

covering a distance of 8,200 feet in one second.

Despite trajectory adjustments after firing, the

projectile should still have an accuracy of 15 meters,

which is an outstanding result considering the velocity.

To navigate, it relies on signals from the BeiDou
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Navigation Satellite constellation operated by the

China National Space Administration.

Despite facing challenges, particularly concerning the

electromagnetic field generated during launch, the

research team addressed these issues in a November

2023 paper, outlining the bullet's internal structure

and the use of aerogel as a thermal barrier.

While the U.S. Navy initially conceptualized this

innovative ammunition in 2012, they were not able to

realize set time schedules letting China take the lead in

its development. [South China Morning Post]

China: Upcoming rocket start-up raises

USD 84 million

(ms) China's private rocket company, Orienspace, has

successfully raised nearly USD 84 million in a recent

funding round, aimed at advancing its rocket

development projects. The financing comes at a crucial

time as China anticipates a surge in demand for

commercial satellite launches.

Among the new investors contributing to this capital

raise is Liangxi Science and Technology Innovation

Industry Fund, affiliated with the local government in

the Liangxi district of Wuxi a city in the southern

Jiangsu province, highlighting the interest buy the

Chinese government in the technology.

The fundraising has propelled Orienspace's valuation

close to approximately USD 1 billion. The injection of

funds is earmarked for the research and production of

an in-house rocket engine using liquid oxygen and

kerosene. Additionally, it will support the development

of Orienspace's reusable Gravity-2 rocket, with plans to

achieve its inaugural launch within two years.

Orienspace, established in 2020, recently made

headlines with the successful launch of its Gravity-1

rocket in China's expanding commercial space

industry, having earlier this month (see AiR No. 3,

January/2024, 3). The company is strategically

positioning itself by securing orders for several

hundred satellite launches.

Investors foresee a heightened demand for rocket

launch services, fueled by China's efforts to establish

its satellite constellation, paralleling Elon Musk's

Starlink initiative. This influx of funds positions

Orienspace to play a pivotal role in meeting the rising

demand for space-related services in the Chinese

market. [Reuters]
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Japan: New parliamentary session begins,

overshadowed by ruling party’s

fundraising scandal

(sh) On January 26, the new 150-day parliamentary

session begun, dominated by the specter of a

fundraising scandal that haunts Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). The

scandal, involving unreported revenue from

fundraising events, has sparked criticism and eroded

public trust.

During this session, the government and the LDP must

also address the aftermath of a powerful New Year's

Day earthquake in central Japan, intensifying

reconstruction efforts in affected areas. The

earthquake prompted an increase in the fiscal year's

draft budget to JPY 112.57 trillion (USD 762 billion).

[Kyodo News]

However, the LDP's troubles have deepened with the

indictment of Lower House member Yoshitaka Ikeda

and an aide for violating the Political Funds Control

Law. Prosecutors allege they failed to report JPY 48.26

million (USD 326,600) in donations, raising concerns

about financial transparency within the party. [Asahi]

Further complicating matters, Yaichi Tanigawa, who

left the LDP earlier this month, resigned as a House of

Representatives lawmaker due to a political funds

scandal, leading to a by-election in Nagasaki

Prefecture.

As the parliamentary session unfolds, Japan grapples

with not just seismic challenges but a seismic shift in

political credibility, demanding robust responses to

rebuild trust and ensure transparency. [Nippon]

Japan: Ruling party introduces internal

reforms

(sh) Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has

approved internal reforms in response to a political

funds scandal involving some intraparty groups.

Prime Minister Kishida's reform panel pledged to

abandon the longstanding tradition of factions as

funding vehicles and for allocating posts and to replace

them by “policy groups." It specified that policy groups

"should completely depart from money and personnel

issues," but left room for lawmakers to hold
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fundraising events individually and influential

politicians to seek posts for party members affiliated

with them behind the scenes.

The move comes after recent indictments of

accountants and lawmakers from implicated LDP

factions led by Kishida prompted calls for senior

members to take political responsibility (see article

above, AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4].

While Kishida denies resignation intentions, public

outrage over the scandal has sharply lowered Cabinet

approval ratings. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Number of foreign workers surges

(sh) According to data of Japan’s government data, the

foreign worker population reached a milestone,

surpassing 2 million by the end of October, marking a

12.4 percent increase from the previous year. This

surge, partly driven by the relaxation of strict COVID-19

border controls, addresses Japan's labor shortages

amid its aging population.

Notably, the rise outpaces the 5.5 percent growth seen

in the preceding year. The number of workplaces

employing foreign nationals also rose by 6.7 percent,

reaching a new high of 318,775, as companies strive to

address workforce gaps.

Sectors like construction and medical/welfare, in

particular, have contributed to this increase.

Vietnamese workers constitute the largest group,

followed by Chinese, Filipinos, and Nepalese, reflecting

the diverse nationalities filling critical roles in Japan's

workforce. [Kyodo News]

And Japan faced some consequence of foreign worker

surged that three foreign residents in Japan have filed

a groundbreaking lawsuit against national and local

governments on Jauary 29, alleging illegal police

questioning based on racial profiling.

This marks the first such legal action in Japan and

arises amidst an increase in foreign workers arriving to

address labor shortages in the aging and declining

population. The lawsuit demands recognition from

authorities that stopping and questioning individuals

solely based on their race, nationality, or ethnicity is

illegal, sparking a crucial debate on issues of identity

and diversity in the country. [Reuters]
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Japan: Inflation hit the lowest point in two

years

(sh) Inflation in Tokyo has dropped below the central

bank's 2 percent target, hitting its lowest point in

almost two years. This signals policymakers' belief that

cost pressures would continue to ease in the coming

months.

On the corporate front, separate data indicates that

corporate service inflation remains stable at a nearly

nine-year high in December. This suggests that the

main driver of price gains is shifting from increasing

costs to rising service prices.

The Bank of Japan's (BOJ) recent signal that it was

increasingly confident in achieving a sustained 2

percentage inflation target implies a potential end to

the era of negative interest rates. However, the

consumer price index (CPI) in Tokyo, a crucial indicator

for nationwide inflation trends, rose 1.6 percent in

January, falling short of the market's expected 1.9

percent gain.

The release of BOJ's December meeting minutes

reveals no consensus among the nine-member board

on the timing and sequence of an exit from ultra-loose

monetary policy, but there is agreement on deepening

discussions about the pace of future interest rate

hikes, indicating preparations for a near-term exit.

[Reuters]

Japan: Plan for Fukushima water release

unveiled

(sh) On January 26, Tokyo Electric Power Company

(TEPCO), operator of the now-defunct Fukushima

nuclear power plant, announced its plan to release

approximately 54,600 tons of nuclear-contaminated

water into the Pacific Ocean in fiscal 2024-25.

The discharge is set to occur in seven stages between

April 1, 2024, and March 31, 2025. This follows the

commencement of wastewater discharge in August

2023, which faced opposition from local fishermen and

neighboring countries China, Taiwan, North and South

Korea. [Weather Channel]

North Korea: Unification symbol

demolished
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(ap) North Korea has recently dismantled a significant

monument in Pyongyang that served as a symbol of

reconciliation with South Korea.

Satellite imagery of the capital reveals the absence of

the prominent arch, constructed in 2000 following an

inter-Korean summit. The structure, previously named

the "Arch of Reunification" and "Monument to the

Three Charters for National Reunification," once stood

at a height of 30 meters, embodying the principles of

peace, self-reliance, and national cooperation.

This removal aligns with Kim Jong Un's directive to

eradicate any initiatives related to reunification. In a

broader context, this action is part of a series of

measures initiated by Kim, who previously expressed

his commitment to altering North Korea's stance

towards South Korea. [Reuters]

This shift involves eliminating visible signs of

reunification and adopting a more assertive approach

in their dealings with the South which he called a

"principal enemy", with which unification was no

longer possible (see AiR, No. 3, January/2024, 3).

North Korea: Kim Jong Un introduces 10-

year plan to fix economy

(ap) During the two-day 19th Enlarged Meeting of the

Political Bureau of the 8th Central Committee of the

Workers' Party of Korea, North Korean leader Kim Jong

Un called for ways to improve the “backward” economy

of the country and introduced a 10-year plan to

mobilize the military.

Kim announced that food is a “serious political issue” in

North Korea and economic development needs to be

improved to provide basic living needs. [Reuters]

Kim further added that the country’s overall regional

economy is in grave condition. As a way to improve

this, Kim introduced a new policy at a Supreme

People’s Assembly (SPA) that will guarantee the

completion of new factories in 20 countries each year

without “fail.” [NK News]

North Korea has been facing serious food shortages,

and even though there has been a small upward trend

due to trading with China and South Korea, North

Korea’s food situation remains precarious.  

South Korea: New political parties formed 
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(oy) On January 28, the New Future Party (NFP) and the

Future Coalition (FC) agreed to merge ahead of South

Korea’s general election in April.

Both parties were made up of former members of the

main opposition Democratic Party (DP), who left over

disagreements with DP’s current Chairman’s Lee Jae-

myung’s leadership. The NFP is led by former DP

Chairman Lee Nak-yon while the FC is made up of

representatives Lee Won-wook, Cho Eung-cheon and

Kim Jong-min.

Their merger comes at a time when the prospect of “a

big tent” of parties is being discussed to rival the

dominant People Power Party (PPP) and DP.

Earlier on 24 January, the head of the Reformative

Conservative Party, Lee Jun-seok, agreed to merge his

party with independent lawmaker Yang Hyang-ja, head

of the Hope of Korea party. Lee said that both parties

share mutual goals and have agreed to collaborate on

political activities, with plans to complete the merger

as soon as possible.

Lee was a former People Power Party (PPP) leader

while Yang was a former member of the Democratic

Party. Lee’s Reformative Conservative Party was

founded on January 20, after Lee left PPP due to

intraparty disputes with President Yoon Suk Yeol and

his loyalists  (see AiR No. 4, October/2023, 4). [The

Korea Times] [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon considers

addressing first lady luxury bag

controversy

(oy) President Yoon Suk Yeol is considering explaining

his position on the political controversy over

allegations that his wife, Kim Keon Hee, was gifted a

USD2,200 luxury bag in 2022.

Yoon is expected to clarify the situation and appeal for

public understanding. He is also likely to stress that

Kim is the victim of a political ploy and a criminal act

involving secret filming.

Yoon’s actions come after a recent disagreement with

Han Dong-hoon, the leader of the ruling People Power

Party, on the controversy.

While the disagreement appears to be simmering,

there are voices within the party insisting that the

presidential office should take additional actions to
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address the issue (see AiR No. 4, October/2023, 4).

[Yonhap]

South Korea: Opposition party criticizes

president, ruling party chief meeting at

market fire site

(oy) The main South Korean opposition party, the

Democratic Party (DP), criticized President Yoon Suk

Yeol's and ruling party chief Han Dong-hoon's visit and

meeting at the site of a market fire as a “political

show.”

Earlier on January 23, Yoon and Han travelled to a

fisheries market in Seocheon that was destroyed by a

fire. Yoon promised to help affected shop owners and

considered the possibility of designating the site as a

special disaster zone, providing victims with access to

governmental financial support.

Yoon and Han also showed friendly gestures towards

each other, reiterating their mutual respect and trust,

as well as emphasising their commitment to working

for the people’s livelihoods in the upcoming general

election.

This comes after Yoon and Han disagreed publicly over

the management of the first lady’s luxury bag

controversy (see article above) as well as Han’s implicit

support for a parliamentary candidate, which Yoon

saw as violating the principle of fair nominations.

[Yonhap_1][Yonhap_2]

South Korea: DP lawmakers accuse

President Yoon of election law violation

(ms) Lawmakers from the main opposition party, the

Democratic Party (DP), have filed a formal complaint

against President Yoon Suk Yeol and his Chief of Staff

Lee Kwan-sup for allegedly interfering in the internal

affairs of the ruling People Power Party (PPP). The

complaint, submitted to the National Police Agency,

accuses the duo of violating the Public Official Election

Act.

This move comes amidst escalating tensions between

Yoon and PPP leader Han Dong-hoon over handling

allegations that the First Lady, Kim Keon Hee, has

received a luxury bag as a gift in 2022 and concerns

regarding party nominations for the upcoming general

elections in April.
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The DP underscored the severity of their claims,

stressing that Yoon's demand for Han's resignation

[see AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4] constitutes a direct

violation of both the public election law and the

political party law. The DP has accused the presidential

office of inappropriate interference, citing reports that

Lee had met with Han to demand his resignation.

The DP's special panel, pledged to closely monitor

President Yoon's activities in the lead-up to the April

elections, warning against any form of interference in

the democratic process. This latest development adds

fuel to the already heated political landscape as the

nation braces for the upcoming general elections on

April 10. [KBS World] [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Cabinet pushes for

reconsideration of bill on new probe into

Itaewon crowd crush

(ms) The South Korean Cabinet has adopted a motion

demanding the National Assembly reconsider a special

bill that had been passed by the parliament earlier this

month with the votes of the opposition Democratic

Party (DP) and that calls for a renewed investigation

into the October 2022 Itaewon crowd crush in which

159 people lost their lives (see AiR No. 45,

November/2022, 2).

The move is expected to pave the way for President

Yoon Suk Yeol to exercise his veto power, a decision

criticized by opposition parties, victims' families, and

civic groups.

The bill, which aims to form a special 11-member

investigative committee to examine the causes of the

incident over a period of 15 months following the

general elections in April, has faced staunch opposition

from the ruling People Power Party (PPP). Prime

Minister Han Duck-soo, addressed concerns in a

Cabinet meeting, arguing that the committee's

formation could compromise fairness and neutrality,

potentially undermining constitutional principles.

Opposition parties, including the DP, have accused the

government of obstructing justice, emphasizing the

need for an independent investigation. Bereaved

families and civic groups have rallied in protest,

condemning the anticipated veto as an insult to the

victims. [The Korea Herald] [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: President Yoon urges

thorough implementation of early

childhood policies

(oy) President Yoon Suk Yeol called for two early

childhood policies to be thoroughly implemented to

address South Korea’s low birth rate.

The first policy involves expanding after-school care

service for students in the first grade at elementary

schools, with the government targeting to roll out the

program nationwide. The second policy involves

transferring the responsibilities for early childhood

care policy from the health ministry to the education

ministry to combine the responsibilities for care and

education services.

South Korea has been experiencing a fall in its

population size, with the death rate exceeding birth

rates. Between January to November 2023, there were

213,572 births, an 8.1 percent decrease from 2022 and

the smallest number recorded. [Yonhap_1][Yonhap_2]

South Korea: Supreme Court orders

compensation for forced labor

(oy) On January 25, South Korea’s supreme court ruled

that Japanese engineering firm, Nachi-Fujikoshi, must

compensate each plaintiff KRW 80-100 million (USD

59,880-74,850). The plaintiffs include forced labour

victims and family members.

This comes after the supreme court also ruled in favor

of forced labor victims in December 2023 (see AiR No.

52, December/2023, 4).

Japan has expressed regret over the ruling as it

considers the issue of forced labor to be “finally and

irreversibly” resolved following a 2015 agreement.

In response, South Korea’s foreign ministry said that it

will continue to keep close communications with Japan

over bilateral matters and that the government will

compensate victims and family members according to

President Yoon Suk Yeol’s March Resolution.

The March resolution stated that the South Korea

government will compensate victims without seeking

contributions from Japanese companies (see AiR No.

11, March/2023, 2). [Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

[Yonhap][Anadolu Agency][Reuters]
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South Korea: PPP lawmaker attacked in

Seoul

(oy) On January 25, People Power Party (PPP) lawmaker

Bae Hyun-jin was struck in the head with a brick by a

teenager. Bae suffered cuts and bleeding on her head

but no life-threatening injury. She was treated at

Soonchunhyang University Hospital and discharged on

January 27.

In response to the attack, President Yoon Suk Yeol and

the ruling PPP and opposition Democratic Party jointly

condemned the attack as an act of terror and urged a

thorough investigation into the incident.

PPP floor leader Yun Jae-ok added that PPP will meet

with the chief of the National Police Agency next week

to discuss protecting the safety of lawmakers ahead of

the upcoming April’s general election. [Yonhap_1]

[Yonhap_2][Yonhap_3] [Yonhap_4]

South Korea: Leadership vacuum in anti-

corruption agency 

(oy) On January 28, the Vice-head of the Corruption

Investigation Office for High-ranking Officials (CIO) Yeo

Woon-kook retired. This was nine days after CIO Head

Kim Jin-wook retired, after a three-year term. Yeo and

Kim were the first heads of CIO, following its

establishment under the previous Moon Jae-in

administration.

The position of Head and Vice-head was vacant

following Kim and Yeo’s retirement, due to the

parliamentary recommendation committee’s refusal to

confirm President Yoon Suk Yeol’s nominated

candidates. The vacancy would likely remain as some

time is required between nomination and confirmation

by the South Korean parliament.

CIO was inaugurated to independently investigate and

prosecute corruption cases involving high-ranking

officials. The organization has been criticized for its

slow and ineffective performance, as none of its three

cases have led to a conviction so far. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Former Supreme Court Chief

Justice acquitted of abuse of power

(oy) Seoul Central District Court acquitted former

Supreme Court Chief Justice Yang Sung-tae of 47
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charges of abusing judiciary power. Two other

Supreme Court justices, Park Byong-dae and Ko Young-

han, who were charged alongside in the case were also

acquitted.

Yang was accused of abusing his judiciary power, such

as using trials as leverage to create a new court of

appeals, and also interfering with trials related to

Japan’s wartime forced labor. The court ruled that the

charges against some of Yang's subordinates were

unprovable and the submitted evidence were

insufficient in showing Yang’s collusion with them. The

Seoul Central District Prosecutors Office said it will

carefully examine the ruling’s specifics before making a

decision on whether to appeal. [Yonhap] [The Korea

Herald]

South Korea: Production of spy drone

production begins

(oy) On January 25, South Korea’s Defense Acquisition

Program Administration said that the country has

started manufacturing medium altitude unmanned

aerial vehicles (MUAVs) to improve its military

surveillance of North Korea.

The MUAVs are expected to enhance the surveillance

and reconnaissance abilities of the South Korean

military with production expected to continue until

2028, at a cost of USD 353.6 million. MUAVs can fly at

an altitude of 10-12 kilometers and taking high-

resolution images from over 100 kilometers away

Separately on January 23, the Korea Research Institute

of Standards and Science inaugurated a new institute

in Daejeon, South Korea, dedicated to developing

quantum computing and sensing technologies for

military use.

The institute was established to develop secure

military communications, after the United States

banned the export of such technology. [Yonhap_1]

[Yonhap_2]

Taiwan: KMT nominates Han Kuo-yu for

the legislative speaker

(xc) The Kuomintang (KMT) party has officially

nominated Han Kuo-yu, the former mayor of the

southern city of Kaohsiung and former 2020

presidential candidate, as its candidate for legislative

speaker, with Johnny Chiang as the deputy speaker
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candidate, following approval by the KMT's Central

Standing Committee.

With the KMT holding the majority in the Legislative

Yuan with 52 seats, KMT chairman Eric Chu called for

unity and integrity in the February 1 speaker election,

warning against any unethical agreements.

The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP, 51 seats) plans

to support its current speaker and deputy speaker for

re-election. The position of the Taiwan Party People’s

(TPP), which won eight parliamentary seats in the

January 13 legislative election, remains uncertain,

despite rumors of support for Han.

In case the KMT can join hands with two pro-KMT

independent legislators and the TPP, the opposition

parties would reach an absolute majority of 62 seats in

the 113-member legislature.

The speaker election is widely seen as a test for the

capability of the KMT and TPP to work together against

the DPP which won the presidential election on

January 13, leading to a divided government in Taiwan.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: KMT and TPP lawmakers discuss

future collaboration 

(xc) Kuomintang (KMT) legislators Han Kuo-yu and

Johnny Chiang engaged in a strategic meeting with

Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) lawmakers, including

Vivian Huang and Huang Kuo-chang, to explore

potential collaborations and address parliamentary

reforms.

The meeting, which took place behind closed doors at

the TPP legislative caucus office, aimed at fostering

dialogue between the two parties to better meet the

needs and expectations of the Taiwanese public.

Han emphasized the sincerity of the discussions,

clarifying that the meeting was not for making covert

agreements but for open and honest communication.

The KMT representatives expressed their eagerness to

work with the TPP in the new legislative session to

introduce meaningful reforms and fulfill public

expectations. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Army to conduct live-fire drill on

‘red beach” to bolster defense readiness

(xc) The Taiwanese Army's 101st Infantry Brigade is

preparing for a live-fire exercise at Xianxi Beach,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-uy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-uj/


Changhua County, on March 25, aiming to enhance its

combat readiness amid growing concerns over

potential Chinese aggression.

The exercise will feature field shooting with T-91 rifles

and pistols, and troops will establish a campsite in the

area. The drill will occur in a 200 by 100-meter

designated shooting zone, accompanied by Coast

Guard patrols in the surrounding waters.

Xianxi Beach, known as a "red beach," represents a

possible landing site for Chinese amphibious

operations, a category that includes other strategic

locations like Guanyin Beach in Taoyuan and Xishu

Beach in Tainan.

The exercise comes after concerns about potential

Chinese attack, following U.S. Indo-Pacific Commander

Admiral John C. Aquilino's remarks on the likelihood of

China demonstrating military might against Taiwan

post-election. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Taipei residents participate in

civil defense drill simulating war

scenarios

(xc) The civil defense drill in Taipei, organized by Kuma

Academy at Taipei Expo Park, simulated various

wartime scenarios, including air raids and public

shootings. Over 100 participants, who were previously

enrolled in the academy's courses, practiced

emergency responses like seeking shelter, evacuation,

and first aid.

The drill's quick registration turnout indicates a

growing public interest in preparedness for potential

emergencies, highlighting the community's awareness

of the unpredictability of such events and the

importance of readiness. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Indigenous drone needs further

development for combat readiness

(xc) Taiwan's Teng Yun 2 drone, an indigenous

unmanned combat aerial vehicle (UCAV), has not yet

met combat readiness standards in initial testing due

to design issues. Further enhancements to both

hardware and software are planned to improve its

performance.
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The National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and

Technology developed this second-generation drone

with advanced features like satellite-guidance and

long-endurance capabilities. It must clear more tests

before it can enter mass production for military use.

The development of drones by Taiwan's Ministry of

National Defense follows a five-step process. This

includes initial conceptual design, engineering

development, initial weapon testing, and combat

readiness testing, before proceeding to mass

production. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Jatiya Party chairman GM

Quader becomes opposition leader amid

internal rift

(lm) Ghulam Muhammad (GM) Quader, the chairman

of the Jatiya Party, has been appointed as the leader of

the opposition in the Bangladeshi parliament. Anisul

Islam Mahmud, the co-chairman of Jatiya Party, has

been appointed as the deputy leader of the opposition.

[Prothom Alo 1]

The Awami League (AL) secured a majority in the 12th

parliamentary election, forming the government for

the fourth consecutive term with 223 out of 300 seats.

Jatiya Party, a nationalist, conservative party, won 11

seats, while independent candidates won in 62 seats,

and three other parties secured three seats, with one

constituency election suspended due to the death of a
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candidate. Many of the independent candidates are

seen as associated with the ruling AL.

The small opposition is plagued by internal rift though.

Rowshan Ershad, the chief patron of Jatiya Party, has

declared herself as the chairwoman of the party and

appointed Kazi Mamunur Rashid, a presidium

member, as the secretary-general, while removing GM

Quader and Mujibul Haque from their respective roles

as chairman and secretary-general. [Prothom Alo 2]

While GM Quader is the younger brother of Jatiya

Party's founding chairman and former coup leader and

president, LTG Hussain Muhammad Ershad, Rowshan

is his widow. Between both, GM Quader and Rowshan,

there have been long-standing tensions that escalated

before the 12th parliamentary election, with Raushan

Ershad and her son abstaining from the election. After

the election, some party members questioned GM

Quader's role, leading to the recent developments. In

the 11th parliament it was Rowshan who performed

the role of the opposition leader.

Bangladesh: Ruling party issues warning

against political violence, calls opposition

'dummy party'

(kb) The general secretary of Bangladesh’s ruling

Awami League, Obaidul Quader, warned the extra-

parliamentary opposition party BNP, the AL’s main

rival, that any acts of violence committed by the

political movement it attempts to mobilize would be

dealt with a an “iron hand”. Mocking the BNP as a

"dummy party", he claimed that even their leaders and

activists would not respond to calls to join the

movement. He also emphasized that the AL’s own

"peace and democracy rally" will continue. [Prothom

Alo]

Bangladesh: Businessmen form majority

of parliamentarians after elections

(kb) In Bangladesh’s 12th parliamentary election held

earlier this year, nearly 67 percent of elected

lawmakers are businessmen, and approximately 90

percent are millionaires, according to an analysis of

MPs' affidavits conducted by the non-governmental

organization Shushasoner Jonno Nagorik (SHUJAN).

[Prothom Alo]
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The number of businessmen and millionaire MPs has

increased compared to the previous 11th parliament.

Among the 299 elected MPs, 200 are businessmen, up

from 185 in the previous parliament. Additionally, 269

MPs have assets exceeding BDT 10 million

(approximately USD 90,000), compared to 247 in the

previous parliament.

The analysis also revealed a slight increase in the

percentage of higher-educated MPs, with 82.6 percent

of the current parliament being graduates, compared

to 81 percent in the 11th parliament. However, SHUJAN

noted discrepancies and incorrect information in the

affidavits, as they are not scrutinized by the election

commission.

Bangladesh: Student discharged after

over a year in DSA case

(lm) A Dhaka court has discharged Khadijatul Kubra, a

student from Jagannath University, who had been

imprisoned for over a year in a case filed under the

Digital Security Act (DSA). The Dhaka Cyber Tribunal

issued the order, and a hearing for another DSA case

has been scheduled for February 29. [Prothom Alo]

Khadijatul Kubra was charged in October 2020 for

allegedly making anti-state remarks and tarnishing the

country's image online. She was arrested in August

2022 after arrest warrants were issued. Despite her

bail pleas being rejected by trial courts, she was

granted bail by the High Court in February 2023. The

Supreme Court later upheld her bail, and she was

released from jail in November 2023.

Bangladesh: Energy sector struggles with

huge debt load

(lm) The power and energy sector in Bangladesh is

facing a financial crisis with outstanding debts to

private power plants, foreign companies, and fuel

suppliers. The Power Development Board (PDB) owes

approximately USD 2.2 billion to private power plants

and USD 727 million in gas bills to Bangladesh Oil, Gas

and Mineral Corporation (Petrobangla). Additionally,

the sector owes around USD 500 million to India’s

Adani Group and USD 270 million to foreign suppliers

for fuel oil. Chevron, a United States company, is also

owed USD 200 million for gas extraction.
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Experts warn that the growing outstanding debts could

erode the trust of energy suppliers and hinder future

agreements. The power and energy sector's financial

woes are exacerbated by its reliance on imports,

leading to a dollar crisis and difficulties in paying

foreign companies. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Central bank prints money

against bonds, providing loans to banks

amidst inflation concerns

(kb) The Bangladesh Bank has begun printing money

against “special bonds” to provide loans to banks,

despite announcing a contractionary monetary policy

to control rising inflation and reduce lending to the

government. The central bank has set an interest cap

of 8 percent on loans from these bonds, which some

argue contradicts the monetary policy's objectives.

[Prothom Alo]

The bonds are being issued to address debts incurred

by the fertilizer and power sectors, and private banks

have already received significant amounts of these

bonds. Bangladesh Bank claims that this process is

part of regular treasury management and will not

significantly impact inflation, unlike alternative

methods that would take more time. However, critics

express concerns about the impact on subsidies

inflation and government, stating that these actions

contradict the central bank's monetary policy goals.

Bangladesh: Red Sea turmoil casts a cloud

over country ‘s trade

(kb) The unrest in the Red Sea is posing a significant

threat to Bangladesh's USD 40 billion import-export

trade, as ships are diverting to alternative routes,

causing operational delays and increased costs.

Approximately 61 percent of Bangladesh's exports to

Europe and America, along with 8 percent of imports,

utilize the Suez Canal and Red Sea route, amounting to

about USD 4 billion in trade. [The Business Standard]

Bhutan: King confers ceremonial scarf to

new Prime Minister, Cabinet ministers

(lm) Bhutan’s King conferred Dakyen (a ceremonial

scarf symbolizing official appointment) to the new

Prime Minister, Lyonchen Dasho Tshering Tobgay,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-oy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-oj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-ot/


along with the Speaker of the National Assembly,

Lungten Dorji, and Cabinet Ministers. [Kuensel]

The cabinet of the fourth democratically elected

government of Bhutan includes the following ministers

(lyonpo) in charge of various key departments: Lyonpo

Younten Phuntsho for Agriculture and Livestock,

Lyonpo Dimple Thapa for Education and Skills

Development, Lyonpo Gem Tshering for Energy and

Natural Resources, Lyonpo Lekey Dorji for Finance,

Lyonpo Dinanath Dhungyel for Foreign Affairs and

External Trade, Lyonpo Tandin Wangchuk for Health,

Lyonpo Tshering for Home Affairs, Lyonpo Namgyal

Dorji for Industry, Commerce and Employment, and

Lyonpo Chandra Gurung for Infrastructure and

Transport.

India: Government must stand by

parliamentary enactments, Supreme

Court says

(fd) A seven-judge bench of the Supreme Court in India

emphasized that the central government should stand

by parliamentary enactments, even if it disagrees with

them, until Parliament itself amends them. [Hindustan

Times]

This statement came during a case concerning the

minority status of Aligarh Muslim University (AMU). The

government had expressed disagreement with the

1981 parliamentary amendments aimed at granting

minority status to AMU.

India: West Bengal chief minister rules out

election alliance with Congress

(lm) The Trinamool Congress (TMC) has announced

that it will not form an alliance with the Indian

Congress (INC) in West Bengal state for the upcoming

elections to parliament’s lower house. [The Hindu]

TMC chief and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee stated that they had offered two seats to the

INC in seat-sharing talks, while the INC had demanded

six seats. West Bengal sends 42 MPs to the lower

house, with only two currently representing the INC

and 23 from the TMC.

Regarding the INDIA bloc, a big tent political alliance of

28 opposition parties led by the INC, Banerjee stated

that the regional parties would remain united, and
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they had suggested the INC contest alone in 300 seats

while leaving the rest to regional parties. She

mentioned that if the INC interferes in the remaining

seats, they would reconsider their stance.

In response, INC communications chief Jairam Ramesh

expressed hope that a way forward could be found

after discussions, highlighting the determination to

fight against Prime Minister Modi’s BJP.

India: Supreme Court reaches full

strength with appointment of Justice

Varale

(fd) Justice Prasanna Bhalachandra Varale has taken

the oath as a Supreme Court judge, restoring the

bench to its full strength of 34 judges and increasing

Dalit representation to three members. His

appointment filled the only vacancy in the Supreme

Court, which arose due to Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul's

retirement on December 25. [The Indian Express] [The

Hindu]

Before joining the Supreme Court, Justice Varale

served as the Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court

and was the senior-most High Court Judge belonging to

a Scheduled Caste, distinguishing him as the sole Chief

Justice of a Scheduled Caste among all High Courts in

the country. With his appointment, Justice Varale

becomes the third sitting Supreme Court judge from

the Dalit community, alongside Justices BR Gavai and

CT Ravikumar.

India: Supreme Court protects petitioner

in Halal certification case

(fd) The Supreme Court has granted interim protection

to Mahmood Madani, the president of the Mahmood

faction of the Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind, a major association

of Muslim scholars in India, and other office-bearers of

the Halal Trust in Uttar Pradesh state. This protection

shields them from any coercive actions related to the

state government's ban on the manufacture, sale,

storage, and distribution of Halal-certified products.

[Deccan Herald]

This decision by the Supreme Court follows a ban

imposed by the Uttar Pradesh government in

November 2023, which immediately prohibited the

production, storage, distribution, and sale of food

products bearing a Halal label. The court's intervention

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-ok/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-bl/


seeks to address the legal challenges and concerns

raised by various stakeholders regarding the ban on

Halal-certified products in the state.

India: Chief Justice stresses need for

individual judges' independence

(fd) The Chief Justice of India, D.Y. Chandrachud,

emphasized the significance of individual judges'

independence for a truly free judiciary during a

ceremony marking the Supreme Court's Diamond

Jubilee. He stressed that judicial independence extends

to judges' freedom from social, political pressures, and

personal biases. [The Hindu]

He also mentioned ongoing efforts to train judges to

overcome subconscious biases. Chandrachud

highlighted the importance of the judiciary's legitimacy,

derived not only from the Constitution but also from

citizens' trust in its neutrality and impartiality. He

defended the diversity and inclusion within the court,

viewing it as a strength that leads to a synthesis of

ideas.

However, he acknowledged the challenge of case

backlog and the need for a radical change in decision-

making within the court to prevent dysfunctionality. He

called for a common understanding of how cases are

argued, decided, and selected for decision-making.

India: French journalist threatened with

expulsion over ‘malicious’ reporting

(fd) The Indian Ministry of Home Affairs has issued a

notice to French journalist Vanessa Dougnac, canceling

her Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card. The notice

accuses her of "malicious" reporting and creating a

"biased negative perception of the country." The Indian

government has initiated a legal process against her

and given her a 15-day deadline to make her case for

retaining her residence permit. [The Wire]

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and its

affiliate, the Indian Journalists’ Union (IJU), have called

on the government to reconsider its decision and to

stop threatening and prosecuting journalists. Notably,

the notice came just one week before French President

Macron’s two-day visit to India on the Republic Day

celebrations. [see entry in this edition] [International

Federation of Journalists]
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India: Nagaland chief minister calls for

‘thorough discussion’ on centre’s decision

to fence Myanmar border

(fd) Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio has expressed

the need for thorough discussion before implementing

the Indian government's decision to fence the India-

Myanmar border. He emphasized the importance of

consulting with the people, especially given the unique

situation where Nagas live on both sides of the border.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah had previously

announced the government's intention to end free

movement at the India-Myanmar border and fully

fence it for security reasons. Various Naga civil society

organizations and the NSCN-IM have opposed this

decision, citing concerns about dividing the Nagas

living on both sides of the border.

The Border Roads Organization (BRO) has fenced 10

kilometers at the India-Myanmar border in Manipur

and another 1,700 kilometers have been highlighted by

the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The Indian Home Minister Amit Shah had stated that

the government is planning to install a barbed fence

there like the Indian-Bangladesh border. Further, the

Free Movement Agreement between India and

Myanmar will be reconsidered.

The four Indian states Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,

Manipur and Mizoram share a border with Myanmar.

The BRO’s Additional Director General (East) PKH

Singh, stated that plans for another 80 kilometers

fence have been submitted to the ministry and the

remaining 250 km are currently being planned.

[Economic Times] [The Wire] [The Hindu]

India: Violence increases in Manipur state

(fd) In 24 hours since January 27, three attacks by

armed groups have been reported in Manipur’s Imphal

Valley. On the evening of January 27, a village had been

attacked and defended by its inhabitants. In another

incident one member of the “village defense

volunteers” died when a bunker collapsed on him after

it was hit by a bomb. [The Hindu]

Since the ethnic conflict between the non-tribal Meitei

and the tribal Kuki-Zomi started in May 2023, over 200

have been killed and 70.000 displaced.
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India: Archaeological Survey of India finds

remains of Hindu temple under Gyanvapi

mosque

(fd) The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) conducted

a scientific survey of the Gyanvapi Masjid in Varanasi in

Uttar Pradesh state, and claimed that a "large Hindu

temple" existed there before the mosque was built.

The survey was ordered by the Varanasi district court

in July last year in response to claims by Hindu

petitioners seeking year-round access for religious

purposes to the Gyanvapi Masjid compound. [The

Indian Express] [The Wire]

Muslim petitioners in the case have responded

cautiously to the ASI survey report, stating that the

report is not final, and they will study it before deciding

on their next steps. Meanwhile, Hindu petitioners plan

to approach the Supreme Court for a fresh survey of

the sealed area within the mosque, which contains a

disputed structure. [Business Today]

It is worth noting that the controversy surrounding the

Gyanvapi mosque and the ASI's survey report could

impact the interpretation and application of the 1991

Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, as it raises

questions about historical claims and the preservation

of religious sites. The 1991 Act aims to preserve the

religious character of places of public worship as they

existed on August 15, 1947, the date when India

became an independent nation. [The Hindu]

The Maldives: Parliament to hold

impeachment motion against President

Muizzu

(aa/lm) In a significant setback for Maldivian President

Mohamed Muizzu, the opposition party, which holds a

majority in the country's Parliament, has gathered

enough signatures to submit a motion for his

impeachment, just three months after he assumed

office. [Indileak]

A collective endorsement from 34 members,

representing both the Maldivian Democratic Party

(MDP) and Democrats, has been secured in support of

the motion seeking the president's impeachment. The

MDP had decided to withhold approval for Ali Ihusan,

the home minister, and Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon,

the defense minister, if government lawmakers

continued to disrupt the parliament's proceedings.
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Prior to this, on January 29, tensions escalated during a

parliamentary session when pro-government MPs

clashed with the opposition. This arose from the MDP's

choice to withhold its endorsement of four members

of President Mohamed Muizzu's cabinet. [Hindustan

Times]

According to the Maldivian Constitution, for an

impeachment to proceed, a resolution citing the

reasons must be submitted by one-third of the

parliament's lawmakers, and two-thirds of the total

parliament members must support the resolution

during the vote.

The Maldives: Parliament witnesses shift

as People’s National Congress becomes

minority party

(aa) The People’s National Congress (PNC) has replaced

the Democrats as the minority party in the Maldives

Parliament. This shift occurred when 12 members of

the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) joined the PNC

in December. [PSM News]

With this development, Moosa Siraj, the Parliamentary

Group leader of the PNC, has become the Minority

Leader of Parliament, leading to adjustments in the

allocation of debate times to accommodate the change

in the number of members.

The Maldives: MDP proposes amendment

to hold elections after Ramadan

(aa) Lawmaker Mohamed Shifau of the Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) has proposed an amendment

to the Elections General Act. The amendment seeks to

prevent elections from being held on days during the

month of Ramadan. If an election coincides with

Ramadan, it should be held ten days after Ramadan

ends. [PSM News]

The Election Commission of the Maldives (ECM) had

originally scheduled the parliamentary election for

March 17, during Ramadan, which sparked

controversy.

The proposed amendment also addresses the validity

of ballot papers with multiple check marks and

modifies fines and terms of imprisonment for various

offenses. The amendment will become law after

passing through Parliament and receiving the
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President's ratification. The first parliamentary session

of the year is set to begin on February 5.

The Maldives: Opposition warns of

detrimental ‘anti-India stance’

(aa) The two main opposition parties in the Maldives,

the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) and the

Democrats have expressed concern about the

government's "anti-India stance." They referred to

India as the country's "most long-standing ally" and

expressed worry about the government's recent

decisions, including permitting a Chinese research and

survey ship to dock at a Maldivian port. [NDTV]

The Maldives' decision to allow the Chinese ship to

make a port call came amid strained relations between

India and the Maldives. The recently-elected Maldivian

President, Mohamed Muizzu, made Beijing his first

port of call after taking office, breaking with the

tradition of visiting New Delhi first. [AiR No. 4,

January/2024, 4]

The opposition parties believe that the government's

shift towards an anti-India stance could be detrimental

to the long-term development of the country. They

emphasized the importance of working with all

development partners and maintaining stability and

security in the Indian Ocean.

The opposition parties also expressed concern about

other issues, including transparency in financial

matters and agreements signed with foreign parties, as

well as attempts to censor the media and restrict press

freedom.

The two parties, which collectively hold 55 seats in the

87-member house, committed to working together on

governance-related issues and addressing their

concerns about various aspects of the government's

policies and actions.

The Maldives: Unrest during PPM/PNC

primaries

(aa) In view of the parliamentary election, the ruling

coalition of the Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM)

and the People's National Congress (PNC) commenced

their primary on January 27. While the PNC refrained

from participating in three constituencies, 13

candidates have already secured their tickets due to a

lack of competitors. People voting in Malé City went to
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the booths in South Henveiru and Central Henveiru

where unrest arose after the removal of two

candidates from the voter list. Police stepped in to

overview the situation. Voting was soon after possible

for all 73 constituencies. [The edition] [PSM news]

Nepal: Ruling alliance wins 18 of 19 seats

in National Assembly polls

(lm) Nepal's ruling alliance secured 18 out of 19 vacant

seats in Parliament’s upper house, while the main

opposition won only one seat in the polls. The term of

20 lawmakers in the 59-member National Assembly

(NA) is set to expire on March 3. While 19 seats will be

filled through the elections, one member will be

nominated by the President based on the Cabinet's

recommendation. As a result of the recent polls, the

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) will become

the largest party in the 59-seat National Assembly with

18 seats. [The Hindu]

Notably, 13 representatives, including Kathmandu

Metropolitan City Mayor Balendra Shah, abstained

from voting in the polls. In light of this, Nepal's Chief

Election Commissioner, Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya,

expressed displeasure with the representatives,

arguing that while these leaders expect citizens to vote

for them, they failed to exercise their own

constitutionally guaranteed voting rights. [The

Himalayan Times]

Nepal: President Paudel summons

Parliament’s winter session on February 5

(lm) Nepal’s President Ramchandra Paudel has called

for the winter session of Parliament to commence on

February 5. This decision follows a Cabinet meeting's

recommendation to summon both houses, the House

of Representatives and the National Assembly. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

The government has an agenda that includes

important bills, and reports from various ministries

presented at the Ministry of Law, Justice, and

Parliamentary Affairs indicate that these bills cover

entirely new laws or amendments to existing ones. Key

bills in the government's priority include the Federal

Civil Service Bill, Media Council Bill, Bill to Manage

Social Media, Mass Media Bill, and Police Bill, among

others. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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The previous budget session of Parliament was

prorogued on July 3.

Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal expects

clarification of government roles through

work enlargement revision

(lm) Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal has expressed

confidence that the ongoing confusion among the

three tiers of government in Nepal will gradually

dissipate. During a high-level discussion on the draft

report regarding the revision of work expansion and

enlargement among national and sub-national

governments, Dahal stated that once the draft is

finalized, ambiguity over the exclusive and concurrent

rights of local, provincial, and federal governments will

cease to exist. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Janamat Party quits Madhesh

government, mulls quitting federal

government

(lm) The Janamat Party, led by CK Raut, has withdrawn

its support from the Madhesh government in Nepal

and recalled its two provincial ministers. This decision

follows a heated dispute over a university's

foundation-laying ceremony in Saptari, a district in the

Madhesh region.

Tensions had been rising between the Janamat Party

and the influential Janata Samajbadi Party, both

Madhesh-based political groups. The situation

escalated during the foundation-laying event at the

Madhesh Agriculture University, resulting in injuries to

leaders and party members from both sides.

Interestingly, the university's location falls within CK

Raut's electoral constituency.

One of the main reasons cited by the Janamat Party for

its withdrawal was the belief that the chief minister

was operating the provincial government unilaterally,

despite its coalition nature involving six different

political parties.

Despite the Janamat Party's departure, the Madhesh

government maintains a majority with support from

other political parties, including the Nepali Congress,

Loktantrik Samajwadi Party, CPN (Maoist Centre), and

CPN (Unified Socialist), in the 107-member provincial

assembly in Madhesh.



More recently, the party also said it was considering

withdrawing its support from the federal government

due to corruption allegations in the Madhes

government. Dr. C.K. Raut, Chair of Janamat, accused

the Madhes government of corruption and stated their

intent to launch an anti-corruption campaign in the

Tarai region. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Anti-graft body detains two

implicated in corruption cases

(lm) The Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of

Authority (CIAA) in Nepal has detained Sunil Paudel,

the former Managing Director of Nepal Telecom, and

Bikal Paudel, the former Executive Director of Security

Printing Centre. The detentions follow corruption cases

filed against them by the CIAA, alleging

misappropriation of public property and transferring

assets to foreign countries despite facing corruption

charges. [The Kathmandu Post]

The CIAA had filed a corruption case against Sunil

Paudel and others, including the current government

secretary Madhu Kumar Marasini, in the National

Payment Gateway purchase case. They are accused of

causing financial losses to the state and misusing

government funds by purchasing the system without

proper infrastructure and approving an unreasonably

high estimate for its purchase.

Additionally, a corruption case was filed against Sunil

Paudel and others in April of the previous year. They

are accused of involvement in irregularities amounting

to NPR 690.88 million (roughly USD 5.1 million) while

procuring equipment for the printing press. The

allegations include preparing and approving an

inflated cost estimate, accepting substandard electric

transformers, and making payments for a generator

from a different country than specified in the contract.

Both individuals are currently in the custody of the

CIAA, and a raid on their residences resulted in the

seizure of some documents as part of the ongoing

investigation.

Nepal: National Action Plan on Business

and Human Rights launched

(lm) The Nepal government has introduced a National

Action Plan on Business and Human Rights, making it

the second South Asian country and the 41st globally
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to adopt such a framework. The plan, running until

2028, aims to promote economic development while

protecting citizens' rights and the environment. It

covers various thematic areas, including labor rights,

migrant workers' rights, consumer protection, and

more. [The Kathmandu Post]

The initiative, developed in collaboration with the

United Nations Development Programme, Japan, and

Norway, sends a message to investors about Nepal's

commitment to responsible business practices. The

plan aligns with international human rights standards

and aims to manage human rights risks within

businesses and supply chains.

Pakistan: Supreme Court allows jailed PTI

president to contest general elections

(lm) Pakistan's Supreme Court has granted permission

for three Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) candidates,

including the imprisoned party president Chaudhry

Pervaiz Elahi, to participate in the upcoming February 8

elections. [Arab News]

Earlier, their nomination papers had been rejected by

election tribunals, leading to allegations that this was

part of a systematic campaign, potentially backed by

the military-led establishment, to hinder PTI's

participation in the elections.

These developments occur in the context of a broader

crackdown on PTI members and leaders, with many

facing imprisonment or being compelled to leave the

party. Notably, former Prime Minister Imran Khan, who

founded the PTI, was removed from office in April 2022

and has been engaged in a public dispute with the

country's military leaders, accusing them of

orchestrating his ousting. The military denies these

allegations, as do both the United States and the

military regarding accusations of a US-backed

conspiracy.

Pakistan: Dozens arrested as police halt

rally for jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan

(lm) On January 28, police in Pakistan’s southern port

city of Karachi used tear gas to break up a rally of

supporters of former Prime Minister Imran Khan,

resulting in the arrest of 20 to 30 people. This incident

occurred as supporters of Khan's party, Pakistan

Tehrik-e Insaf (PTI), attempted to hold a rally in the city
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ahead of the national elections scheduled for February

8, from which Khan is barred due to a criminal

conviction. [Al Jazeera] [Associated Press]

The rally in Karachi attracted a crowd of around 2,000

people. However, it was reportedly organized without

official permission, and PTI members were accused of

attacking police officers and blocking the road, leading

to injuries among the police, including a female officer

in critical condition.

The PTI party, led by Imran Khan, who is currently in

jail, is facing significant obstacles in the lead-up to the

elections. These include a ban on its rallies, which

restricts its ability to campaign publicly. Additionally,

the Election Commission has taken away the party's

symbol, an essential element of identity and

recognition in Pakistani politics. Moreover, dozens of

PTI candidates have been declared ineligible to run in

the elections, further weakening the party's position.

Pakistan: PML-N to launch election

manifesto; promises substantial reforms

(lm) The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) is

preparing to unveil its election manifesto for the

upcoming February 8 elections, promising significant

constitutional, judicial, legal, and governance reforms

to strengthen the country's foundations and empower

the parliament. [Geo News]

Key commitments within the manifesto include the

abolition of caretaker governments, the clarification of

elected leaders' powers, the reinforcement of local

governments, and the introduction of amendments to

empower citizens, encompassing rights to education,

healthcare, access to justice, and good governance.

Furthermore, the manifesto proposes removing the

president from parliamentary involvement to delineate

a clear separation of powers between the executive

and legislative branches, alongside pledging to amend

or restore Articles 62 and 63 of the Constitution, which

pertain to the qualifications and disqualifications of

parliament members.

To enhance the judicial system, the PML-N promises a

modernized criminal justice framework, judicial officer

and legal staff training, translation of laws into Urdu

for wider public understanding, and the advocacy of

Alternative Dispute Resolution mechanisms.

In a drive to establish a merit-based civil service, the

PML-N aims to reform recruitment, assignments,
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promotions, training, and incentives. Additionally, the

manifesto suggests raising the maximum age limit for

civil service candidates to broaden examination

participation.

Pakistan: Media told to censor ex-Prime

Minister Imran Khan

(lm) Journalists in Pakistan are reporting that they have

received instructions from powerful military officials to

impose near-blanket censorship on coverage of the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party ahead of the

nation's February 8 elections. [Al Jazeera]

PTI, led by former Prime Minister Imran Khan, is widely

considered one of Pakistan's most popular political

parties. However, Khan has been imprisoned since

August 2023 on charges of corruption and leaking

state secrets, which he claims are politically motivated.

Journalists have reported being told to avoid using PTI

flags or mentioning party affiliations with candidates

backed by the PTI, identifying them solely as

independents. While the government has denied

issuing such orders, journalists fear reprisals for

speaking out.

Pakistan: Government appeals Supreme

Court’s ruling against judicial council’s

action on former judges

(lm) Pakistan’s government has challenged a 2023

Supreme Court judgment in the so-called Afiya

Shehrbano Zia case that restricts the Supreme Judicial

Council (SJC) from taking action against former judges.

This move comes shortly after the Supreme Court

reserved a verdict on a petition by Shaukat Aziz

Siddiqui, a former Islamabad High Court judge, against

his dismissal from the post [see AiR No. 4,

January/2024, 4]. [Geo News]

The government's plea against the Afiya Shehrbano Zia

case ruling seeks clarification on whether the SJC can

continue to take action against judges who have

resigned. The government has requested the Supreme

Court to nullify the earlier judgment, which ruled that

the SJC cannot take or continue action against judges

who retire or resign.

The court has asked parties to submit responses to key

questions related to Siddiqui's case within three weeks.
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Pakistan: Court to indict ex-Minister

Chaudry in fraud case

(lm) A Pakistani court has scheduled the indictment of

former federal minister Fawad Chaudhry in a financial

fraud case for February 10. Chaudhry stands accused

of financial misconduct involving PKR 5 million

(approximately USD 17.8 million). [The Times of India]

Presently, he is in custody facing allegations related to

financial irregularities in construction projects. In

addition to these charges, earlier this month, Chaudhry

and former Prime Minister Imran Khan were indicted

for contempt of the Election Commission and the chief

election commissioner [see AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2].

Pakistan: Cipher copy not returned to

ministry till retirement, ex-foreign

secretary tells court

(lm) A former foreign secretary of Pakistan, Sohail

Mahmood, has stated that the controversial cipher had

not been returned to the foreign ministry until his

retirement. He made this statement during the

ongoing cipher case involving former Prime Minister

Imran Khan and former foreign minister Shah

Mahmood Qureshi. [ThePrint]

The cipher case revolves around a diplomatic cable

that Khan had waved at a rally in March 2022, claiming

it as "evidence" of an international conspiracy against

his government. Both Khan and Qureshi are accused of

mishandling the cipher for political purposes and have

pleaded not guilty.

Sohail Mahmood's statement adds a new dimension to

the case, suggesting that the cipher's whereabouts

were unknown within the foreign ministry even after

his retirement in September 2022.

Pakistan: Caretaker commerce minister

given additional charge of interior

ministry

(lm) Pakistan’s Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-

Haq Kakar has appointed Commerce Minister Gohar

Ejaz as the additional charge of the interior ministry.

The interior minister's position had been vacant since

December when Sarfaraz Bugti resigned for "personal
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reasons" and later joined the Pakistan Peoples Party

(PPP). Pakistan's election laws prevent members of the

caretaker government from running in elections. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Protests over wheat price hike

in Gilgit-Baltistan go on

(lm) Protest in Gilgit Baltistan against rising wheat

prices go on now for more than a month, causing

significant disruption in the region. The Awami Action

Committee, spearheading the protest, has declared a

complete shutter-down strike and organized marches

to major cities like Gilgit and Skardu, despite

challenging winter conditions. [Pakistan Today]

While the protest gathers momentum, there is growing

frustration among the demonstrators due to the

absence of key regional leaders, including the

Governor, Chief Minister, and cabinet members, who

are stationed in Islamabad. This has fueled demands

for the resignation of Chief Minister Haji Gulbar Khan,

primarily attributed to the substantial increase in

subsidized wheat prices.

In an effort to resolve the deadlock with the protesters,

the federal government has sanctioned a shift to 100

percent local wheat supply to Gilgit Baltistan, aiming to

ease the financial strain. However, the primary

demand for reversing the recent price hike remains

unmet, leading to increased tensions for both regional

and federal authorities.

Despite these efforts, the Awami Action Committee has

announced the next phase of protests, which includes

a complete shutter-down strike in Skardu and region-

wide protests starting Friday. The protesters are not

only seeking a reversal of the wheat price hike but also

improved electricity supply and the repeal of the

finance bill.

The wheat price issue in Gilgit Baltistan arose when the

regional government fixed the subsidized wheat price

at Rs 36 per kilogram. Chief Minister Gulbar Khan

justifies this decision as an attempt to stabilize wheat

prices and ensure fair returns for local farmers.

However, finding a balance between economic

sustainability and public welfare in the region remains

a complex challenge.
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Pakistan: Investigators summon

individuals for sharing opinion on chief

justice

(lm) Pakistan's Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has

summoned 65 individuals as part of an investigation

into a "malicious campaign against judges of the

Supreme Court." This investigation was prompted by

social media posts expressing opinions about the

incumbent chief justice of Pakistan. [WION]

The summonses come after a recent Supreme Court

verdict that invalidated the PTI's electoral symbol 'bat'

and declared its intra-party polls unconstitutional, a

decision that has sparked criticism and concern from

various quarters.

The FIA's issuance of notices has raised concerns

about freedom of speech and expression, as Article 19

of the Pakistani Constitution guarantees these rights.

Critics argue that these summonses may infringe upon

these constitutional freedoms. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Amnesty International condemns

harassment faced by Baloch protestors

(lm) Amnesty International has called on the Pakistan's

government to ensure the right to peaceful protest

after the Baloch Long March protesters were

compelled to end their month-long sit-in protest in

Islamabad due to repeated harassment by authorities.

[Amnesty International]

The Baloch Long March, organized by the Baloch

Yakjehti Committee (BYC), began in response to the

alleged extrajudicial killing of a young Baloch man. The

protesters demanded accountability and an end to the

practice of enforced disappearances in Balochistan, a

region that has experienced a significant number of

such cases. The peaceful protesters, including families

of victims of enforced disappearances, faced

intimidation, arbitrary arrests, and detentions.

Pakistan: Man kills son after he hoists ex-

Premier Khan’s party flag

(lm) A father in Pakistan shot and killed his son during

an argument over which political party's flag to display

at their home before the upcoming general election.

The dispute arose when the son raised the flag of

Imran Khan's PTI party, and the father, affiliated with
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the Awami National Party, objected. The argument

escalated, resulting in the father fatally shooting his

son, who died while being taken to the hospital.

[NDTV]

Security concerns often plague election campaigns in

Pakistan, with candidates facing threats like bombings

and gun attacks. To bolster security, approximately

5,000 paramilitary Frontier Constabulary (FC) forces

will be deployed in the northwestern Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Afghanistan.

Pakistan: Petroleum companies to invest

over USD 33 million in exploration over

three years

(lm) Pakistani petroleum exploration and production

companies have committed to investing over USD 33

million in eight blocks under petroleum concession

agreements (PCAs) and exploration licenses (ELs),

according to the Pakistani energy ministry. [Arab News]

The investments are expected to be carried out for

prospecting and development in these blocks over the

next three years. Additionally, the companies will

allocate funds for social welfare schemes in the

respective areas where they operate.

Pakistan: Army chief speaks comments on

‘negative propaganda’ on social media

platforms

(lm) Pakistan's Army Chief, General Syed Asim Munir,

has addressed concerns over "negative propaganda"

on social media platforms, emphasizing the military's

readiness to counter any threats or conspiracies.

Speaking at the Pakistan National Youth Conference in

Islamabad, General Munir expressed concerns about

disinformation causing anxiety on social media. [Arab

News]

His comments come ahead of Pakistan's general

elections scheduled for February 8, amid multiple

challenges, including security, economic, and political

crises. Experts and digital rights activists have

cautioned against misinformation and AI-generated

fake news potentially impacting the polls.
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Pakistan: Islamabad closes schools,

universities amid attack threat

(lm) On January 22, schools and universities in

Islamabad, Pakistan's capital, were closed due to

concerns over a potential terrorist attack, particularly

at three universities operated by the military. These

educational institutions have been shut down

indefinitely. The closure comes amid increased

violence by Islamist militants in Pakistan leading up to

the national elections scheduled for February 8.

[RadioFreeEurope]

Pakistan: Taliban pledge not to attack

election rallies ahead of February 8 vote

(lm) The Pakistani Taliban, also known as Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP), declared on January 25 that

they would refrain from attacking election rallies in

Pakistan, specifying that their targets were limited to

the military and security forces. This announcement

comes as political parties and independent candidates

intensify their campaigns for the upcoming February 8

elections. [Associated Press]

While the TTP made this pledge, other militant groups

in the region have not made similar commitments.

The TTP's declaration follows the government's

approval of troop deployment in sensitive

constituencies due to intelligence warnings of potential

militant attacks on election rallies, which are typically

held in public spaces. Previous elections in Pakistan

have been marred by violence, including the

assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto

in 2007.

Sri Lanka: Parliament passes bill to

regulate online content

(lm) The Sri Lankan Parliament has passed the Online

Safety Bill, a piece of legislation designed to regulate

online content. Under this new law, a five-member

commission will have the authority to label content as

"illegal" and impose jail sentences on content creators.

Additionally, the bill holds major tech companies like

Google, Facebook, and X accountable for the content

posted on their platforms. [Al Jazeera]

The government led by President Ranil

Wickremesinghe has defended the bill, stating that it is
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necessary to combat various cybercrimes, including

child abuse, data theft, and online fraud. Public

Security Minister Tiran Alles argued that the legislation

is not intended to curtail freedom of speech or

suppress media outlets or opposition voices. He

emphasized that complaints about online content

would be addressed by the commission, which would

be appointed by the president and would determine

the appropriate actions to take.

However, the bill has faced criticism from several

quarters. Human Rights Watch has expressed concerns

about the bill, warning that the Online Safety

Commission could wield arbitrary powers to decide

what constitutes "false" or "harmful" online speech.

This could lead to content removal, internet access

restrictions, and legal actions against individuals and

organizations. Offenses under the bill come with heavy

fines and the possibility of prison sentences of up to

five years.

Following the bill's passage, a small group of activists

and opposition members staged protests outside the

parliament. Critics within the parliament argued that

the legislation posed a threat to democracy and could

have a negative impact on expanding e-commerce and

job opportunities for Sri Lanka's youth.

The bill's swift passage has raised questions about the

government's motives and its approach to legislation

ahead of parliamentary and presidential elections

expected to be held later this year. The United Nations

and other international bodies have criticized some of

the government's actions, including the misuse of

emergency measures and proposed counterterrorism

laws.

Sri Lanka: Dissident SLPP faction initiates

campaign in support of President

Wickremesinghe

(aa/lm) A faction of dissident MPs from Sri Lanka's

ruling Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party is

launching a campaign in support of President Ranil

Wickremesinghe, leader of the junior coalition partner

United National Party (UNP), for the forthcoming

presidential election. [The Island]

This group, known as the "New Alliance," is holding its

first public meeting on January 27, led by Trade,

Commerce, and Food Security Minister Nalin

Fernando. While there have been speculations about

SLPP members supporting President Wickremesinghe,

SLPP officials have denied any formal alliance.
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President Wickremesinghe is expected to represent a

"Grand Alliance" that includes other political parties,

positioning him as a "national candidate" or "non-party

candidate."

These developments arise at a time when the SLPP

distances itself from Wickremesinghe's economic

policies, with increasing indications that businessman

and casino owner Dhammika Perera may be the SLPP's

candidate. Perera has already initiated his soft

campaign and is encouraging parliamentarians to open

offices in their respective electorates.

Sri Lanka: Default of liquor manufacturing

companies challenged in Supreme Court

(aa) 17 activists in Sri Lanka have filed a Fundamental

Rights petition in the Supreme Court, demanding that

authorities take immediate steps to recover

outstanding taxes from liquor manufacturing

companies. They assert that, as of June 15, 2023, these

companies owed approximately USD 31 million in back

taxes. [Daily Mirror]

The petitioners also seek an order to suspend and

withhold the renewal of liquor manufacturing licenses

until the tax arrears are settled in full. They argue that

the government's failure to collect taxes properly has

contributed to the country's economic difficulties, and

they stress the need for responsible revenue

collection.

Sri Lanka: High-profile figures must

submit asset declarations by March 31

(aa) The Bribery or Corruption Allegation Investigation

Commission has issued a directive, requiring high-

profile figures including the President, the Prime

Minister, public servants, and media heads to submit

asset declarations. This directive is in line with the

recently enacted Bribery or Corruption Allegations Act.

[Daily Mirror]

The new legislation mandates around 150,000

individuals, including politicians, public servants, and

media leaders, to provide detailed asset and liability

statements to the Bribery or Corruption Allegations

Commission annually. This requirement applies to

individuals from various sectors and has a fixed

deadline of March 31 each year.
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Brunei: New military aircraft received

(dql) Two out of four ordered Airbus C295MW

transport aircraft have been delivered to Brunei.

The Royal Brunei Air Force (RBAirF) received them on

January 24.

The contract with Airbus Defence and Space SAU,

Spain, for acquisition of the aircraft was signed in

December 2022.

With the C295MWs the RBAirF acquires a multirole,

strategic and tactical transport capability. The

C295MWs are expected to support RBAirF operations

in the region and internationally, including

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations,

medical evacuations, non-combatant evacuation

operations, and search and rescue operations. [Janes]

Cambodia: 600 observers for the Senate

election

(pm) On January 25, the National Election Committee

confirmed the deployment of over 600 observers for

the upcoming 5th Senate election, slated for February

25. 

Of these, 614 national observers, comprising 224

women from 15 organizations or associations,
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alongside 117 journalists, including 15 women from 14

units, have been registered for observation.

Notably, no international observers or journalists have

been registered for the event. On January 25, the

National Election Committee affirmed that there will be

more than 600 observers to observe the 5th Senate

election in 2024. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Canvassing councilors for

February Senate election

(pm) With the Senate election drawing nearer,

registered parties are actively courting commune

councilors to secure votes for the available seats.

The participating parties include the Cambodian

People’s Party (CPP), Funcinpec Party, Khmer Will Party

(KWP), and National Power Party (NPP).

While optimism prevails among most political entities,

the Khmer Will Party (KWP) expresses reservations. Its

concerns arise from the potential loss of votes due to

some councilors lacking awareness of the relationship

between KWP and the Candlelight Party (CP).

The Candlelight Party, previously the sole credible rival

to the ruling CPP, faced exclusion from the July general

elections last year. This exclusion resulted from its

failure to submit the original registration copy to the

Interior Ministry for the election registration process

(see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3).

Despite attempts to regain eligibility, the CP's efforts

have been unsuccessful, leading some senior officials

to defect to the Khmer Will Party (KWP) to participate

in the upcoming election. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: National Power Party proposes

to prevent vote splitting

(pm) The National Power Party (NPP), which was only

founded last year, and the Khmer Will Party are

considering strategic coordination and refraining from

contesting in the same constituency to avoid vote

splitting for the upcoming February 25 senatorial

election.

Key feature of this plan is to discuss dividing up

regional constituencies based on the number of

commune councillors of the Candlelight Party, which is
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barred from taking part in the election. [Khmer Times

1]

The CP was banned from July general elections in 2023

after it failed to submit the original copy of its

registration from the Interior Ministry for the election

registration [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3]. Efforts to

regain eligibility for elections have failed since, leading

to members departing the party to join other parties

registered for the Seante election.

In a latest development, however, the NPP has voiced

strong criticism against the CP accusing it of adopting

dictatorial means to force its elected commune

councilors to vote for the Khmer Will Party.

NPP president Sun Chanthy referred to CP’s dismissal

of five commune councillors in Sambo commune,

Prasat Sambo district, Kampong Thom province last

week, where the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)

the remaining six seats of the total of 11 commune

council seats.  

He called on the Interior Ministry not to accept

documents related to the CP’s demands for changes in

commune councilors, calling those changes illegal and

a violation of the political rights of the citizens. [Khmer

Times 2]

Cambodia: Ministry of Justice enacts new

legislation on hit-and-run offenders

(pm) In an effort to curb the escalating issue of hit-and-

run incidents, the Ministry of Justice is proposing a

strategy to freeze the assets of offenders.

This initiative comes amid a surge in fatal traffic

accidents, prompting a revision of the Code of Criminal

Procedure.

The proposed legislative amendment seeks to

streamline the process by directly confiscating the

properties of offenders, thereby circumventing

prolonged court proceedings. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Former president of Khmer

Rise Party receives 6-year prison sentence

(pm) The former President of the Khmer Rise Party,

Sovann Vathana Sabung, has been sentenced to six

years in jail. The Phnom Penh Municipal Court

announced the verdict on January 29, after finding him
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guilty of armed robbing a well-known tycoon and

online seller in 2021. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Counter Counterfeit

Committee (CCCC) officers discharged

(pm) On January 23, the Cambodian Interior Ministry

dismissed four officers from the Cambodian Counter

Counterfeit Committee (CCCC) for violating rules and

their connection to the case involving Lieutenant

General Kem Cheath, the former vice-president of the

suspended CCCC. Lt. Gen.

Kem Cheath faced allegations of accepting bribes.

The expulsion of these officers followed an

investigation prompted by a complaint from the

import-export company Chhivtimex Group Ltd.

regarding the dereliction of their duties. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prince Chakrapong conferred

title of Samdech Krom Preah

(pm) King Norodom Sihamoni has bestowed the title of

Samdech Krom Preah on Samdech Preah Mohessara

Norodom Chakarpong in a royal decree on January 22.

Prince Chakrapong is a member of the Supreme Privy

Council of the King, and he has been active in

Cambodian politics and business.

He used to be a Major General of the Royal Cambodian

Armed Forces (RCAF) and he founded the Khmer Soul

Party back in 2002. Due to the lack of support to the

party in the 2003 election, the prince rejoined

Funcinpec. Then, he quit politics in 2007. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia: Ream Naval Base is not

hosting foreign forces, prime minister

reiterates

(pm) During an address delivered during the

commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the

founding of the Royal Cambodian Army (RCA) Prime

Minister Hun Manet reiterated that the Ream Naval

Base is not hosting foreign forces, adding that

modernizing the base is indispensable for

strengthening the country’s defense capabilities.
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China has been involved in the funding of the

modernization of the base since 2021. Since then, the

Cambodian government is facing allegations that it

allows Chinese control of parts of the base. [Khmer

Times] [RFA]

Indonesia: Cabinet faces resignation

amidst Jokowi’s backing of presidential

candidate

(jb) The unity within Indonesian President Joko

Widodo's government is facing a severe strain as

several key ministers contemplate resigning.

President Jokowi's discreet support for presidential

candidate Prabowo Subianto, an unusual move given

Prabowo's opposition party affiliation, has caused

tensions within the cabinet.

Sources indicate that Finance Minister Indrawati,

known for her pivotal role in stabilizing Southeast

Asia's largest economy, is among those considering

resignation. Foreign Affairs Minister Retno Marsudi

and Minister of Public Works and Housing Basuki

Hadimuljono are also reportedly weighing their

options.

The political divisions within the cabinet could impact

Jokowi's ability to implement key policies, including the

construction of a new USD 34 billion capital city. The

rift in the cabinet comes as Indonesia heads toward

the presidential elections on February 14.

In response to questions, Presidential Special Staff

Coordinator Ari Dwipayana emphasized the unity of

ministers, while Foreign Minister Marsudi's

spokesperson highlighted her focus on global

leadership issues. The finance minister, Sri Mulyani

Indrawati, facing pressure to allocate more spending

for social assistance, has already signaled her

commitment to safeguarding the ministry's budget

beyond her term. [BNN Bloomberg]

Indonesia: President allows ministers to

campaign without using state facilities

(yr) President Joko Widodo emphasized that ministers

are allowed to pick sides and participate in election

campaigns, if they do not use state facilities.
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This statement relates to the involvement of several

ministers in supporting the presidential and vice-

presidential candidate pairs for the 2024 elections.

Widodo emphasized the importance of adhering to the

rules in participating democratically and politically in

the campaign, striking a balance between the role as a

public official and individual political rights. [Antara]

Widodo made this statement while attending the

handover ceremony of the Hercules aircraft to the

Indonesian Air Force, which also included Minister of

Defense Prabowo Subianto, his son's Gibran

Rakabuming Raka presidential election running mate.

[The Jakarta Post]

Political observers from the Indonesian National

Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Devi

Darmawan, believes that Widodo's position violates

political ethics and is based on a wrong interpretation

of the Election Law’s mandate.

Presidential candidate Anies Baswedan admitted that

he was not afraid of the possibility of Widodo siding

with one of the candidate pairs. Baswedan believes the

public will consider Jokowi's views carefully [BBC

Indonesia, in Indonesian].

Meanwhile, his contender Ganjar Pranowo stated that

there were no rules prohibiting the president from

campaigning but stressed that Widodo's attitude poses

a big risk to Indonesia's democratization and

democracy [Tempo, in Indonesian].

Indonesia: Corruption risk increasing,

anti-corruption watchdog says

(yr) On January 26, the Indonesian Corruption

Eradication Commission (KPK) released the 2023

National Integrity Index.

According to the findings of the country’s anti-

corruption watchdog, Indonesia experienced a decline

from 71.94 to 70.97, which indicates an increasing risk

of corruption in government institutions, both at the

central and regional levels.

The KPK further stated that high election-candidacy

costs, a weak political party funding system, and

inadequate government procurement supervision

were the main causes of this decline [Kompas].
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Indonesia: Bali bomber Ali Imron appeals

for pardon

(jb) Ali Imron, sentenced to life for his involvement in

the 2002 Bali bombing, is appealing for a presidential

pardon in Indonesia after spending 21 years behind

bars. Imron, 54, stated that he was willing to contribute

to deradicalization projects upon release.

Imron emphasized his desire to work on these

initiatives across Indonesia, highlighting the continued

existence of the Jemaah Islamiyah terror group,

responsible for the Bali attack. Imron, a former Islamic

boarding school teacher, has engaged in government

deradicalization programs while in prison, including

warning against extremism in schools.

A potential pardon raises concerns in Australia, where

numerous victims of the Bali bombings came from.

[The Guardian]

Indonesia: Transgender citizens set to

gain access to government IDs

(jb) Hundreds of transgender Indonesians are set to

participate in the upcoming February 14 election,

gaining access to government issued KTP physical and

digital ID cards.

Suara Kita, an LGBTQ+ rights group in Jakarta, has

assisted 650 trans women in obtaining KTP cards,

enabling access to public services and voting.

Despite hurdles such as living on the streets and

challenges with ID application, volunteers aid in

overcoming barriers, ensuring inclusion. While legal

gender changes require reassignment surgery, local

initiatives and government efforts, including a 2021

memo, have streamlined ID processing, reducing

delays from three months to a week. [Biometric

Update]

Indonesia: Nusantara Airport set to

commence trial operations in July

(jb) Indonesian Transportation Minister Budi Karya

Sumadi has revealed plans for the Nusantara Airport in

the upcoming capital city of Nusantara (IKN), East

Kalimantan, to undergo trial operations starting July

2024.
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The accelerated construction efforts, including the

addition of equipment and extended working hours,

aim to expedite the completion of the airport, crucial

for facilitating services and connectivity for the future

IKN capital. Situated 23km from IKN's central point and

120km from Balikpapan, the airport boasts a terminal

area spanning 7,350 sqm and an expansive 347 ha

airport zone. With a 3,000-meter-long runway,

accommodating large aircraft such as the Boeing 777-

3000ER and Airbus A380, Nusantara Airport promises

to be a key transportation hub.

Additionally, Minister Sumadi has announced plans to

survey the construction site of an autonomous train,

slated for partial operation in August, enhancing

transportation infrastructure in the burgeoning IKN

region. [The Star]

Indonesia: State builder seals debt

restructuring deal

(jb) Indonesian state builder PT Wijaya Karya has

sealed a USD 1.31 billion debt restructuring deal with

11 financial firms, covering 87.1 percent of its

restructured debt.

The company, grappling with ballooning liabilities from

an infrastructure push under President Joko Widodo,

showcases lenders' confidence in its recovery.

The broader real estate sector, facing debt distress

across Asia, sees higher interest rates impacting

property sales. Wijaya Karya's president director,

Agung Budi Waskito, notes the deal reflects trust in the

company's capabilities.

With 93 percent of projects now on a monthly

progress-based payment mechanism, the builder has

adapted to navigate challenges since 2016 [The Edge

Malaysia] [Bloomberg]

Indonesia: Decision to massively increase

entertainment tax allegedly reversed

(jb) Indonesia has allegedly reversed its decision to

implement a proposed entertainment tax hike of 40 to

75 percent following vigorous lobbying efforts by

tourism and restaurant associations, particularly from

Bali.

Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs and

Investment Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan stated that the
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decision to postpone was made in consideration of

small traders.

Until a decision is officially reached, the entertainment

tax will remain at the current rate of 15 percent. [TTR

Weekly] [TraveMole] [The Bali Sun]

Indonesia: Defense minister confident in

domestic capability to build destroyers

(jb) Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto

has expressed confidence in the domestic defense

industry's ability to build destroyer warships.

During a visit to shipmaker PT PAL Indonesia in

Surabaya, Subianto emphasized the need to explore

destroyer construction after completing the

modernization of 41 warships. He highlighted the

importance of developing modern light attack ships

with stealth capabilities.

Subianto lauded PT PAL's progress in constructing the

Merah Putih Frigate without foreign assistance,

emphasizing the strength of Indonesia's naval force.

The ongoing modernization project, led by PT PAL, has

achieved 40 percent progress, with 25 warships

undergoing hull repairs.

Subianto urged the Navy to identify additional ships

requiring modernization [Antara News]

Indonesia: Air defence capabilities

fortified

(jb) Indonesia has fortified its air defence capabilities

as Defence Minister Prabowo Subianto handed over

the fourth C-130J-30 Super Hercules aircraft to the

Indonesian Air Force.

Emphasizing its pivotal role in war and non-war

situations, the versatile aircraft, manufactured by

Lockheed Martin Global Inc, can carry 120 soldiers and

tons of cargo, crucial for Indonesia's diverse terrains

and short runways.

President Joko Widodo highlighted the aircraft's

significance, capable of flying non-stop for 11 hours

with a Rolls Royce AR2100D3 turboprop engine.

The move aligns with Indonesia's broader defence

strategy, ensuring optimal functionality for both war

and peace scenarios. [Airforce Technology]
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Laos: Six villagers arrested for

demonstrating against government’s land

grab

(wn) Six Lao residents were arrested during a multi-day

protest of the government's seizure of their land.

The protesters claimed officials had given their land to

a wood processing company and that the land grab

was illegal, citing bribery and the production of a fake

land title by the Phengxay Import-Export Company. 

Four of the protesters were taken into custody on the

second day. Two women from the village's Women'

Union who went to visit the arrested men were also

arrested.

The villagers protested against Phengxay Import-

Export Company for building a wood processing

factory on their land. The company leased the land for

ten years from 2008 to 2018 and extended the lease

for five more years until August 2023.

The villagers submitted a letter to the authorities

asking for their land back, only to learn that the

company had a land title. The protesters demanded

help from other authorities to enforce the law and

respect their rights. The conflict is being discussed in a

meeting by relevant officials. [RFA]

Laos: Fuel pumps once again running

empty

(wn) Laos is again facing gasoline shortages, indicating

its reliance on neighboring nations for fuel supplies

and its failure to build adequate reserves after severe

shortages in 2022.  

Diesel is particularly scarce, with many stations urging

long queues of vehicles to refuel elsewhere. Despite

global price drops, the government raised fuel prices

four times in January. Motorists are limited to

purchasing 200,000-kip worth of diesel per station,

leading to long drives to multiple stations. The

situation parallels 2022 when fuel shortages mirrored

the country's ailing economy.

The Lao government is facing a fuel crisis due to the

temporary suspension of production by oil refineries in

neighboring countries, causing a shortage and a spike
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in fuel prices. The government is working with fuel

importers and distributors to find a solution.

The nationwide gas shortage is also partly due to a

shortage of foreign currency. The country imports 140

million litres of fuel monthly, but in January, it

imported only 106 million litres, which is insufficient to

meet demand. [RFA]

Malaysia: Sharia investment funds went

into the former Prime Minister's account

(ba) The investigating officer in the 1Malaysia

Development Berhad (1MDB) fund embezzlement

scandal has informed the High Court on January 24

that the funds intended for deposit into private limited

company SRC International Sdn. Bhd.'s account for

sharia investments were instead deposited into the

personal account of the former Prime Minister Najib

Razak.

Senior Superintendent of the Malaysian Anti-

Corruption Commission (MACC) Nur Aida Arifin

revealed this information based on a letter from SRC

International's CEO, Nik Faisal Ariff Kamil, addressed to

Tanore Finance.

Tanore Finance, an investment company controlled by

Jho Low's associate Eric Tan Kim Loong, had reportedly

transferred USD 681 million into the personal bank

account of the former prime minister. Jho Low himself

is a fugitive and is accused of being the mastermind

behind the fraud. SRC International is a subsidiary of

1MDB, and previous witness statements indicate the

substantial transfer by Tanore Finance into Najib's

account.

Najib is currently facing trial on four charges related to

using his position to acquire bribes totaling USD 485

million from 1MDB funds and 21 charges of money

laundering involving the same amount.  

Furthermore, the chairman of the 1MDB asset

recovery task force stated on January 23 that Malaysia

is considering initiating legal proceedings against

foreign banks linked to the multi-billion-dollar

1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB) corruption

scandal. [Utusan Malaysia] [Reuters]

In a separate hearing on January 26 Nur Adia told the

High Court that funds from Tanore Finance had been

misappropriated since 2009, adding that, however,

neither Tun Razak nor the 1MDB management filed

any complaint with the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
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Commission (MACC) or the Royal Malaysian Police

(PDRM) to initiate an investigation into the matter.

Consequently, no legal action was taken against the

fugitive businessman Jho Low.

Nur Aida also revealed that the MACC's comprehensive

inquiry uncovered evidence of Jho Low and Najib's

family vacationing together on the RM Elegance yacht

in the southern waters of France in 2009 and held

discussions regarding 1 MDB on that vacation.

Furthermore, Nur Aida highlighted that Jho Low had

orchestrated a meeting between Najib, Turki bin Faisal

Al Saud – o-founder of oil-services company PetroSaudi

which is linked to Malaysia's 1MDB scandal –, and the

Chief Executive Officer of PetroSaudi International Ltd,

Tarek Obaid. Despite Second Finance Minister Datuk

Seri Husni Hanadzlah being responsible for Finance

Minister Incorporated (MKD) companies, he received

instructions from Najib not to intervene or interfere in

the affairs and investment decisions of 1MDB. [Utusan

Malaysia]

Malaysia: Former finance minister

charged with failure to disclosing assets

(ba) Former Malaysian Finance Minister Daim

Zainuddin faced charges in the Sessions Court January

29 for not disclosing his assets to the Malaysian Anti-

Corruption Commission (MACC).

Following the reading of the charge under Section

36(2) of the MACC Act, the 86-year-old entered a plea

of not guilty. This section pertains to the intentional

failure to comply with a MACC notice, neglecting to

provide a sworn written statement on oath regarding

one's assets. A conviction may result in a maximum

five-year imprisonment and a fine of up to USD 21,000.

The accusation against Daim is centered on an incident

on December 13, 2023, at the MACC headquarters in

Putrajaya. It is alleged that he knowingly submitted a

written statement on oath that did not adhere to the

terms of a MACC notice dated November 8 of the same

year, served on him on November 14.

Specifically, Daim is charged with not declaring

ownership of 71 assets, comprising 38 companies,

seven vehicles, 19 plots of land across Kuala Lumpur,

Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Pahang, and Kedah, as well

as six properties. Additionally, he is accused of

omitting to declare an Amanah Saham Berhad and

Amanah Saham Nasional bank account. [Free Malaysia

Today] [The Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Former President of Malaysian

Senate appointed as Governor of Sarawak

(ba) Tun Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar, the former

President of the Malaysian Senate, has been

designated as the eighth Governor of Sarawak,

effective on January 26.

The instrument of appointment was presented to him

by the King during an awarding ceremony on the same

date. 

Wan Junaidi, 77, assumes the role of Governor of

Sarawak in accordance with Article 1 of the Sarawak

State Constitution, for a four-year term from 2024 to

2028.

Born 1946, Wan Junaidi's career includes service in the

Royal Malaysian Police from 1964, with a stint in the

Forest Police Force from 1968 to 1973, including

service in the Rajang Security Area (Rascom). He

ventured into politics in 1990, winning the Batang

Lupar Parliamentary seat in the eighth General

Election (GE). His political journey continued,

representing the Santubong Parliament in the 11th GE

in 2004, successfully defending it for four consecutive

terms until 2022.

On the federal level, Wan Junaidi held various

ministerial positions, including Deputy Minister of

Home Affairs (2013-2015), Minister of Natural

Resources and Environment (2015-2018), and Minister

of Entrepreneurship and Cooperative Development

(2020-2021), in addition to Minister in the Prime

Minister's Department (Parliament and Law) (2021-

2022). He also served as Deputy Speaker of the Dewan

Rakyat from 2008 to 2013 and became President of the

Senate in 2023. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: High number of cryptocurrency

fraud investigation requests

(ba) The Commercial Crime Investigation Department

(CCID) of the Royal Malaysia Police has disclosed that

Malaysia’s cryptocurrency analysis laboratory,

operational since 2021, has received a total of 179

applications from investigating officers to analyze

cryptocurrency fraud from 2018 until December 31 of

the previous year.

Furthermore, CCID director Ramli Mohamed Yoosuf

revealed that the unit received 5,507 police reports
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nationwide related to the use of cryptocurrency as a

payment medium, cryptocurrency investment scams,

cryptocurrency scams, Macau scams, and ransomware

between 2019 and 2023.

Drawing on CCID's monitoring and investigations,

Ramli pointed out that various dubious activities have

been detected, warning that cases of cryptocurrency

fraud will continue to rise annually with the

progression of blockchain technology. He also

confirmed the detection of money-laundering

syndicates operating in Malaysia utilizing transaction

layers. [Astro Awani] [The Star]

Malaysia: Appeal against deputy prime

minister's acquittal of corruption charges

yet to be decided

(ba) The Attorney-General's Chambers (AGC) has not

yet made a decision regarding the representation

letter sent by Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid

Hamidi to reconsider the prosecution's appeal against

his acquittal involving 40 corruption charges.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Abdul Malik Ayob made this

statement at the commencement of the hearing for

the foreign visa system (VLN) case before Justice Datuk

Hadhariah Syed Ismail. Abdul Malik informed the Court

of Appeal on January 29 that the representation letter

remains undecided.

In 2022, Ahmad Zahid was the acquitted and

discharged of all the charges Shah Alam High Court

after ruling that the prosecution had not made out a

prima facie case against him. He is accused of receiving

bribes amounting to USD 10 million from the company

Ultra Kirana Sdn Bhd (UKSB) for himself as then-home

minister to extend the contract of the company as the

operator of a one-stop centre (OSC) service in China

and the VLN system, and to maintain its contract with

the home ministry to supply the VLN integrated

system.

In a previous development, the Court of Appeal had

scheduled March 18 to hear the prosecution's appeal

against Ahmad Zahid's acquittal. Ahmad Zahid had

submitted the representation to the Attorney-

General's Chambers (AGC) in January of the preceding

year, urging the AGC to reconsider its appeal. [The

Star]
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Myanmar: Death sentences issue for

defeated junta generals

(mg) Six junta generals were charged for “shameful

abandoning” their positions after 2,400 regime troops

surrendered to the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army (MNDAA) on January 4 during what was

reported as the largest defeat for the junta since the

2021 coup.

Now, three of those generals have been sentenced to

death – Brigadier General Tun Tun Myint, the acting

chief of Kokang Self-Administered Zone, Brigadier

General Moe Kyaw Thu, the Laukkai headquarters

chief, and Brigadier General Zaw Myo Win, the Division

55 commander. According to reports, the three other

brigadier generals have been jailed for life.

The MNDAA reportedly sent the troops – over 200 of

whom were Officers – and 1,600 relatives back to the

regime. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Senior Monk dies in hospital,

allegedly because of torture by junta

troops

(mg) Two months after reportedly being tortured by

the Myanmar Junta, senior monk U Wayama has died.

Wayama, 70, was the head of the monastery in Htan

Pin Kone village in the central Mandalay region’s

Madaya township and the secretary of the township

Sangha council. He died last Thursday in hospital while

being treated for stab wounds. [The Irrawaddy]

He had been arrested and disrobed by junta troops in

November and found later on the side a creak with

multiple stab wounds in his stomach and neck.

He was treated in hospital for these wounds for two

months, before dying on January 18, reports state.

[RFA]

The reason behind Wayama’s arrest was never

confirmed, however locals claim he was accused of

supporting the ‘rebel’ alliance.

Myanmar: Five-day attack by People’s

Defence Force sees junta troops killed
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(mg) An attack conducted by the People’s Defence

Force lasting five days has resulted in the death of

more than 30 Myanmar junta troops, and the arrest of

12 others.

The attack began on January 20 and ended on the 24,

after the PDF had conducted multiple attacks on

regime targets in Mandalay, Sagaing and Bago regions.

These included an attack on a Junta airbase in

Mandalay and a junta unit in Sagaing. [The Irrawaddy]

Simultaneously, the Ta’ang National Liberation Army

has started to consolidate control over the captured

towns in the northern Shan State. Fighting has been on

hold in the area since the Chinese-brokered ceasefire

was agreed by the two sides earlier this month. 

[Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army

captures junta’s 123rd light infantry

battalion

(mg) According to reports, the Kachin Independence

Army (KIA) took control of the military camp in Nam

Hpat Kar village on January 24.

The KIA’s seizure of the camp in northern Myanmar’s

Shan State marks the end of the fight for control of the

key trade route with China. The ‘ethnic rebels’ now

control the entire 130km trade route from Muse

township on the border with China to Hseni, 50km

north of the Shan State’s largest town, Lashio.

Attacks on the Nam Hpat War township began in late

August, but fighting for control of the Light Infantry

Battalion Camp only began on January 14. According to

residents, junta forces responded with heavy artillery

and airstrikes.

This defeat marks the latest loss for the military. Since

late October a major offensive conducted by the rebel

forces has seen the Three Brotherhood Alliance – the

2019 formed alliance between the Arakan Army,

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, and the

Ta'ang National Liberation Army  – capture 15 cities in

northern Shan state, seize control of more than 200

military camps, and force the surrender of some 4,000

junta troops. [RFA]

Myanmar: Arakan Army captures

Pauktaw in Rakhine state
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(jw) According to a statement released by the

Brotherhood Alliance, as well as residents, the Arakan

Army has taken complete control of Pauktaw Township

in the Rakhine state. Fight for control over the town

began November 15, 2023. Clashes between the

Arakan Army and the military junta have broken out

daily since the Brotherhood Alliance's Operation 1027

expanded to the Rakhine state. A junta-imposed

blockade in the state has forced civilians to live under

onslaughts of bombings. In addition to combat in the

northern Shan state, the Arakan Army has also been

fighting the military junta in upper Sagaing Region.

Since fighting resumed in the Rakhine state, the

Arakan Army have captured Paletwa in the Chin state

and more than 160 junta bases across northern

Rakhine and Chin state's Paletwa Township. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Ethnic Pa-O group leaves peace

talks and joins war against junta

(jw) The Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO)

exited peace talks with the military regime on January

26 and declared their resolve to fight against the junta.

In a statement, the group said, "Despite eight years of

engaging in the peace dialogue with high hopes, no

guaranteed political results have been achieved." The

ethnic resistance went on to say that people across the

nation are being oppressed by the military

dictatorship.

The PNLO furthered that it had adhered to the terms

of the 2015 Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement and did

not participate in the nationwide revolution against the

junta until the military regime attacked Hsihseng, a

town located in the Shan state. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Combat escalates in ruby hub

(jw) Fighting between Myanmar's miliary junta and the

Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) broke out on

January 25 in Mogoke Township, a significant ruby hub.

Observers assert that Mogoke town will likely be the

next target for the rebel armed forces because of the

town's economic importance as a ruby hub. In

addition, the area is not covered under China's

ceasefire agreement.

Hundreds of villagers from Mogoke Township are

sheltering in religious compounds. Villagers reported
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that regime soldiers were preparing for a fight. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Karen State’s border guard

force leaves military

(jw) Deputy junta leader vice Senior General Soe Win

flew to Karenni state on January 23 to meet with Karen

State's Border Guard Force (BGF) leadership after

reports that the armed group would no longer answer

to the military junta.

BGF chairman Major General Saw Tun Hlaing said that

the meeting ended in a stalemate, and the BGF would

remain neutral in the civil conflict.

Leaders from the BGF said that they would no longer

be a part of the Myanmar military and that they would

no longer accept any support from the regime. An

anonymous source close to the BGF said that 70

percent of the group's troops agreed they should be

independent of the regime and had refused to serve

on the front lines.

Analysts view the loss of BGF as a huge blow for the

military junta as it relied on the group to defend the

Karen State. Resistance forces may soon become

emboldened to seize more towns and army bases in

the state.

The BGF's departure from the junta comes after

Thailand's request to Myanmar to crack down on

online scam sites in Myawaddy Township, including the

Shwe Kokko “new city”, a notorious hub for online

gambling, cyber scams and human trafficking.

Shwe Kokko is a joint venture between the BGF and

Yatai International, and the military junta is believed to

have been involved in scam operations there. Col. Saw

Chit Thu has ordered his troops to gather in Shwe

Kokko and Myawaddy and to prepare for defense

operations.

Local residents have reported that authorities in Shwe

Kokko have temporarily halted business activities. [The

Irrawaddy]

The Philippines: Marcos, Duterte

supporters to rally as rift over

constitutional reform deepens
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(lb) The Philippines is witnessing a growing rift between

supporters of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and his

predecessor Rodrigo Duterte, as tensions rise over a

proposed change to the country's constitution. Both

political clans were set to hold rival rallies, highlighting

the division within the "Unity Team" formed by Marcos

Jr. and Sara Duterte, the former president's daughter.

[South China Morning Post]

The current disagreement centers on Marcos Jr.'s

backing of a campaign to amend the 1987 constitution,

which was introduced after his father, the former

dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr., was overthrown from

power. This constitutional change would potentially

allow for more foreign investment and could pave the

way for Marcos Jr. to seek another six-year term,

currently prohibited. Rodrigo Duterte has publicly

opposed this effort, voicing concerns about the

potential for a power grab.

On January 23, President Marcos Jr. again, advocated

for updating the country's constitution to attract

foreign investors, emphasizing that the 36-year-old

charter was not crafted for a globalized world.

However, he also emphasized the importance of

drawing clear lines regarding critical areas, such as

power generation and media, which should not be

influenced by foreign entities. [Manila Times]

The divisions between the two factions have been

escalating since the 2022 election when Marcos Jr.

assigned Sara Duterte to the education portfolio rather

than her preferred position of defense secretary. The

rift has deepened further with key figures in Marcos

Jr.'s camp, like House Speaker Martin Romualdez,

taking actions against Duterte's allies and causing

tensions within the Unity Team.

Both political rallies are expected to draw substantial

support, but critics view these events as a "dynastic

war among ruling elites" that neglect the interests of

the average Filipino.

The Philippines: Duterte's brother calls on

President Marcos Jr. to resign amid

ongoing family rift

(lb) Davao City Mayor Sebastian "Baste" Duterte, the

younger brother of Vice President Sara Duterte, has

reminded President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. that it was

their father, former President Rodrigo Duterte, who

granted the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr. a hero's

burial. Sebastian's statement comes amid rumors that

the International Criminal Court (ICC) has entered the
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Philippines as part of its investigation into killings

under Rodrigo Duterte's war on drugs. [Rappler]

Sebastian Duterte expressed his dismay, stating that

he was deeply hurt by the ongoing rift between his

family and the Marcos administration, and he accused

them of wanting to imprison his father. He called on

President Marcos to resign if he lacks love and

aspirations for the Philippines.

This criticism from Sebastian Duterte is the latest

development in the ongoing dispute between the

Duterte and Marcos factions, known as the UniTeam,

as both sides hold simultaneous events to

demonstrate their influence. The Marcos

administration launched the "Bagong Pilipinas" (New

Philippines) movement, while supporters of the

Duterte family organized a multi-sectoral prayer rally

called "One Nation, One Opposition" to protest

ongoing efforts to change the Philippine Constitution.

[see entries in this edition]

The Philippines: Vice-President Sara

Duterte leads 2028 presidential polls

(lb) In the Philippines, despite President Ferdinand

"Bongbong" Marcos Jr. being in office for less than two

years, discussions about his successor for the 2028

presidential election have already begun. According to

a recent poll conducted by WR Numero Research in

December, Vice President and Education Secretary

Sara Duterte-Carpio, daughter of former President

Rodrigo Duterte, is the frontrunner, with nearly 36

percent of respondents indicating they would vote for

her if the election were held now. [Time]

Sara Duterte-Carpio's lead in the polls comes after a

similar trend was observed in a privately

commissioned survey by Social Weather Stations in

July. Following Duterte-Carpio in both surveys is

Senator Raffy Tulfo and former Vice President Leni

Robredo, with 23 percent and 9 percent support,

respectively, in the latest poll.

It's noteworthy that Duterte-Carpio, despite leading

presidential surveys in 2022, chose to be Marcos Jr.'s

running mate in the last election, creating a formidable

political alliance that largely marginalized opposition

candidates. In the Philippines, the President and Vice

President are elected separately, and Duterte-Carpio

secured the vice presidency with a substantial majority

of votes in 2022, even surpassing Marcos Jr.'s vote

count.
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The Philippines: ‘New Philippines’ kick-off

rally held; brand faces criticism from

peasant groups

(lb) Philippines’ President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on

January 28 held a kick-off rally for "Bagong Pilipinas"

(New Philippines) program in Manila, offering various

government services for free to the public. The

initiative is part of a broader effort to provide essential

services to the public and alleviate the burden on

citizens in accessing government assistance. [PhilStar

1]

However, the "Bagong Pilipinas" movement has faced

criticism from peasant groups, who argue that it fails

to address the root causes of their struggles and does

not provide substantial solutions to the country's

problems. While the branding aims to inspire collective

action for a better Philippines, critics contend that it

lacks effective solutions for long-standing issues such

as poverty and corruption. Additionally, there are

concerns that the event may be used to gather support

for constitutional amendments. [Philstar 2]

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr. says

he won't ‘lift a finger’ to help ICC probe

(lb) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on

January 23 reiterated his government’s refusal to

cooperate with the International Criminal Court (ICC)

investigation into his predecessor's "war on drugs." He

sees the ICC probe as a threat to Philippine sovereignty

and stated that his government will not assist in any

way with the investigation. However, he mentioned

that ICC staff would not be barred from entering the

country but would be monitored to prevent contact

with government agencies. [Voice of America]

The ICC investigation covers the anti-drug campaign

initiated by former President Duterte, which resulted in

thousands of deaths. ICC investigators found a

reasonable basis to believe crimes against humanity

were committed between July 1, 2016, and March 16,

2019. The investigation also includes extrajudicial

killings during Duterte's tenure as mayor of Davao City

from November 2011 to June 2016.

President Marcos's remarks contrast with statements

by Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla, who

suggested that the government might allow the ICC

investigation to proceed if legal procedures were
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followed. However, Vice President Sara Duterte, who is

also implicated in the ICC investigation, and Duterte's

former spokesperson Salvador Panelo maintain a

hostile stance towards the ICC, emphasizing national

sovereignty.

In related updates, former Senator Antonio Trillanes IV

said that ICC investigators gathered enough evidence

during their visit to the Philippines in December last

year, and a warrant of arrest for former President

Duterte may be issued soon. Trillanes cited "inside

information" and suggested that the primary accused,

including Duterte and former Philippine National Police

chief Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, have enough evidence

against them. [The Star]

The Philippines: Armed forces shift focus

to archipelagic defense for EEZ protection,

resource access

(lb) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is

implementing a comprehensive archipelagic defense

concept to protect and benefit from the country's

exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and resources,

according to Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

[Philippine News Agency]

Teodoro emphasized the need for adequate funds and

a credible deterrent capability to secure the nation's

territorial integrity, particularly in the West Philippine

Sea. He denounced illegal encroachments on

Philippine territory and rejected the notion of

superpower rivalry as a justification for such actions.

The Philippines: Nine Islamist militants

die in clash, army says

(lb) Nine Islamist militants, including three suspects in

a recent Catholic Mass bombing in the southern

Philippines, were killed in a clash with army soldiers

near Piagapo on January 25. The confrontation

occurred when army soldiers engaged with around 15

Dawlah Islamiyah suspects hiding at a mountain farm.

During the firefight, nine militants were killed, and four

soldiers were wounded, with two sustaining serious

injuries. [VOA News]

Among the nine gunmen killed, three were involved in

the bombing of a Catholic Mass in Marawi last month.

Three other bombing suspects, including the alleged

mastermind known as "Engineer," remain at large.
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Despite a peace pact signed with the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front in 2014, sporadic attacks by smaller

groups of militants, some professing allegiance to the

Islamic State group, continue to disrupt the region.

Singapore: Cop who allegedly received

bribes handed extra corruption, cheating

charges

(lm) A police officer in Singapore who was previously

charged with accepting USD 32,500 in bribes, is now

facing additional charges for allegedly obtaining

another USD 36,000 in bribes from an immigration

offender. The man is also accused of cheating the

offender out of USD 10,000 by falsely claiming it was

needed for government agency applications related to

the case. [ChannelNews Asia] [The Straits Times]

The police officer, who was originally charged in

November 2022 with seven counts of corruption and

three counts of obstruction of justice, has now been hit

with four more corruption charges and one cheating

charge, totaling 15 charges in total. The immigration

offender faces four counts of corruption.

If convicted of corruption, the two individuals could

each be sentenced to up to five years in prison and

fined up to USD 100,000 per charge. Cheating carries a

penalty of up to 10 years in prison and a fine.

Thailand: MFP supports Pheu Thai on dual

charter referendums, elected assembly

composition

(msz) Thailand’s opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)

has expressed support for a proposal by the deputy

leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party to hold two

referendums on charter amendments and insisted that

members of a charter drafting assembly must be

elected. However, the parties differ on the assembly's

authority to amend Chapters 1 and 2 of the

constitution, which cover general provisions and the

King. [Bangkok Post] [Thaiger]

A 2021 Constitutional Court ruling complicates the

referendum issue. It mandates public approval for

amending the entire charter, necessitating a

subsequent referendum for the content of the rewrite.

To address this, a government committee was formed

to establish new referendum guidelines and build

consensus on amending the 2017 constitution. The
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committee proposed conducting three referendums,

with the first asking whether voters agree to amend

the constitution, excluding Chapters 1 and 2 [see AiR

No. 4, January/2024, 4].

Thailand: Constitutional Court dismisses

media shares case against former MFP

leader Pita

(msz) Thailand's Constitutional Court on January 24

ruled in favor of Pita Limjaroenrat, the former leader

and prime ministerial candidate of the opposition

Move Forward Party (MFP), in a case alleging that he

violated election rules by holding shares in a media

company while running for office in May last year. This

verdict comes as a relief to Pita and his supporters,

who had feared that he could be disqualified from

politics. [CNN]

According to Thai law, members of parliament are

prohibited from owning or holding shares in media

firms. The court's decision was based on the fact that

the media company, iTV, had not operated since 2007,

when the government revoked its broadcasting license

for failure to pay concession fees. Pita had held 42,000

shares in iTV, or 0.0035 percent of its total, as the

executor of the estate of his late father.

While Pita has been reinstated as a lawmaker following

the court's decision, the future of his party remains

uncertain. Another ruling by the Constitutional Court

on January 31 will determine whether Pita and the

party sought to overthrow the monarchy through their

campaign to amend Thailand's strict royal defamation

law. The outcome of this ruling will have significant

implications for the MFP’s survival.

Given the current context and amid speculations about

a potential leadership change within the Move Forward

Party (MFP), Pita has stated that there are no plans for

a leadership change within the party at this time.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government promotes youth

engagement, participation in response to

growing issues

(lm) Government agencies in Thailand are emphasizing

the importance of listening to and enhancing the

political participation of youth in response to various

youth-related issues such as drugs, violence, mental
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health problems, and financial distress. Efforts are

being made to promote youth participation in local

policymaking and create safe spaces for them to

engage in political discussions and contribute to

various aspects of society. [Bangkok Post]

The Ministry of Interior's Department of Local

Administration (DLA), along with the Thai Health

Promotion Foundation (ThaiHealth) and Social

Innovation and Youth (SIY), recently held an event

highlighting the work of the Children and Youth

Council of Thailand (CYCT).

Thailand: Supreme Administrative Court

rejects lawsuit, ending iTV concession fees

dispute

(bk) Thailand's Supreme Administrative Court has

upheld a ruling from the Administrative Court,

dismissing a lawsuit filed by the secretariat of the

Prime Minister’s Office. The lawsuit demanded THB 2.8

billion (roughly USD 78.5 million) in unpaid concession

fees from iTV Public Company, a unit of Shin Corp,

related to their joint agreement to operate a television

station using the UHF spectrum. This ruling effectively

concludes the long-standing iTV concession fees

dispute, which has spanned since 2007 through

multiple administrations.

Initially, the dispute was brought before an arbitration

panel, as outlined in the contract, which ruled in 2016

that iTV did not owe any unpaid concession fees.

Subsequently, the PM’s Office’s secretariat took the

case to the Administrative Court, which also rejected

their demand for unpaid fees. The Supreme

Administrative Court's recent ruling marks the final

decision on the matter.

Originally granted a 30-year concession in 1995, iTV

saw its operations taken over by the Public Relations

Department in 2007, and the channel ceased

operations in January 2008. The frequency was

subsequently reassigned to Thai PBS in line with the

Public Broadcasting Service Act B.E. 2551 (2008). [Thai

PBS World]

Thailand: Opposition MFP plans to

censure Pheu Thai-led coalition

government in April
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(msz) Thailand's primary opposition party, the Move

Forward Party (MFP), intends to initiate a censure

motion against the Pheu Thai Party-led coalition

government in April. This motion may take the form of

a general debate or a vote of no-confidence and will

center on three key areas: allegations of inadequate

public administration, general misconduct, and delays

in addressing the nation's emerging challenges. It

remains unclear whether the motion will address the

government's alleged double standards in its handling

of the case involving former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition MFP presents

strategic roadmap; 'weakens stance’ on

royal defamation law

(bk) Thailand's main opposition, the Move Forward

Party (MFP), unveiled its strategic roadmap for the year

on January 26. This comprehensive plan addresses

various aspects of Thailand's development, including

democratization, enhancing quality of life, rural

development, national budget reform, educational

improvements, and economic diversification. [Thai PBS

World]

Pita Limjaroenrat, MFP's advisory chairman and former

prime ministerial candidate, highlighted that 21 out of

47 bills on their legislative agenda have already

reached parliament. These bills tackle issues such as

marriage equality, progressive liquor regulations, land

reform, and measures to combat air pollution. The

party intends to collaborate with volunteers from the

civil service, private sector, NGOs, and international

organizations to achieve these ambitious goals for

Thailand and its citizens.

However, in contrast to their progressive agenda, there

are concerns that MFP may be softening its stance on

reforming the royal defamation law. Piyabutr

Saengkanokkul, secretary-general of the Progressive

Movement (PM), pointed out that the party's 47-bill

plan does not include reforming Section 112 of the

Criminal Code, which deals with royal defamation. This

observation raises questions about the party's

commitment to addressing this contentious issue.

[Bangkok Post]

It's noteworthy that the MFP's roadmap

announcement comes just days before a crucial ruling

by the Constitutional Court on January 31. This ruling

will determine whether the party's past campaign

efforts, which called for amending the royal

defamation law, constitute an offense against
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constitutional democracy. Such an offense could

potentially lead to the dissolution of the party.

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha rejects

cabinet reshuffle, affirms coalition

stability

(tt/bk) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has announced

that there will be no cabinet reshuffle in the near

future, asserting that the coalition government

remains stable and enjoys a sufficient majority in

Parliament's lower house. [Thai PBS World]

Leaders from various coalition parties recently

convened for a working dinner, where the prime

minister discouraged the media from spreading

unfounded rumors about a cabinet reshuffle, as such

claims can be demoralizing. Notably, Suwat Liptapallop

from the Chart Pattana Kla party attended the dinner,

even though his party is not officially part of the

coalition government.

Future meetings will be hosted by various coalition

parties, with a plan for the next gathering to include all

coalition party MPs to facilitate better mutual

understanding. The date and venue for this meeting

are yet to be determined.

Thailand: Parliamentary Committee to

investigate transfer of military-controlled

businesses

(bk) On January 25, the lower house of Parliament

approved the establishment of a standing committee,

proposed by the main opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP), with the aim of overseeing the transfer of

various businesses currently under military control to

other state agencies. A primary objective of this

committee is to ascertain the actual profits generated

by military-affiliated businesses and investigate the

wealth of retired generals, which has not undergone

public scrutiny. [Thai PBS World]

The committee has been granted a 90-day mandate to

explore the feasibility and process of transferring

military-linked enterprises to government supervision,

with a specific focus on sectors like electricity

generation, golf courses, and airports. It is poised to

initiate its mission by transferring the Sattahip

Electricity Authority (SEA), currently under the
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management of the Royal Thai Navy, to the Provincial

Electricity Authority.

Furthermore, the committee will conduct a thorough

examination into how generals amass wealth through

military-related activities, including land leases, military

clubs, hotels, boxing stadiums, and media ventures. It

will also probe into the reasons behind the frequent

involvement of generals on the boards of 56 state

enterprises, including those in lucrative industries such

as railways, petroleum, banking, and tourism.

Of note, former leader of the Future Forward Party,

Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, who was banned

from politics in 2020 for election law violations, has

been appointed as a member of this 25-member

committee. Thanathorn has long been an advocate for

military reform to diminish the influence of military

authorities and ensure that any profits generated by

the military serve the public interest. His Future

Forward Party is the predecessor of the MFP. [The

Nation]

Additionally, Jirayu Houngsub, a former Pheu Thai

Party MP and currently a spokesperson for the Ministry

of Defence, has expressed his interest in assuming the

chairmanship of this special parliamentary committee.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prominent anti-corruption

campaigner arrested for alleged extortion

(tt/bk) Srisuwan Janya, a prominent anti-corruption

campaigner in Thailand who was known for filing

numerous complaints against government officials,

has been arrested for allegedly extorting money from a

senior bureaucrat in exchange for dropping their

planned exposé of alleged corruption in the

department. Released on bail, Srisuwan denies the

accusation and asserts that he is being framed due to

his relentless fight against corruption within the

government bureaucracy. [Thai PBS World 1]

The arrest came after Natthakit Khongthip, director-

general of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives’

Rice Department, accused Srisuwan of demanding THB

1.5 million baht (roughly USD 42,000) in exchange for

not exposing alleged corruption in two of the agency’s

projects.

In related news, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, a

member of the opposition Move Forward party, has

firmly denied any involvement in the alleged extortion

plot targeting the director-general of the Rice
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Department. Despite his name being mentioned in a

messenger chat between one of the extortion suspects

and a House committee member, Natthaphong has

openly expressed his willingness to cooperate with

authorities in their investigation of this extortion case.

[Thai PBS World 2]

Thailand: Court acquits Move Forward

Party MP Rukchanok of defamation

charges 

(msz) Opposition Move Forward Party lawmkaer

Rukchanok Srinork has been acquitted of defamation

charges filed against her by TV hosts Kanok

Ratwongsakul and Anchalee Paireerak. The court ruled

that her criticism of the journalists was an honestly

held opinion. [Thai PBS World]

The TV hosts had filed a defamation suit against

Rukchanok, alleging that she accused them of

presenting fake news and inciting hatred during a

protest in 2021. After the acquittal, Rukchanok stated

that the verdict should set a precedent that the media

can be criticized by the public and expressed relief at

her acquittal, with no intention of suing the TV hosts

for compensation. Kanok plans to appeal the verdict.

Thailand: MFP denies alleged neglect in

ex-Premier Thaksin’s investigation

(tt/msz) Pita Limjaroenrat, the chief advisor and former

leader of Thailand's main opposition Move Forward

Party (MFP), has denied accusations that the party

intentionally neglected addressing the alleged double

standard in the treatment of former Prime Minister

Thaksin Shinawatra, who is currently being treated at

the Police General Hospital instead of a prison

hospital. [Bangkok Post]

Pita pointed out that the MFP had submitted a motion

in parliament seeking explanations from the Pheu

Thai-led coalition government regarding Thaksin's

treatment and that of other inmates with similar

conditions. He emphasized that the party's goal is to

promote fairness for people, activists, and political

exiles rather than targeting specific individuals.

Thailand: Former Labor Minister files

lawsuit against DSI over kickback
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allegations

(msz) Former Labor Minister Suchart Chomklin has

filed a lawsuit against three top officials at the

Department of Special Investigation (DSI), alleging that

they abused their authority and harassed him. Suchart

claims the harassment is related to accusations of

taking 36 million baht (around USD 1 million) in bribes

in exchange for the approval to send Thai workers to

Finland. [Bangkok Post]

The DSI had announced legal action against two

former labor ministers, including Suchart, and two

Labor Ministry officials, alleging abuse of authority and

violations of the Criminal Code [see AiR No. 3,

January/2024, 3].

Suchart is now accusing the DSI officials of

nonfeasance, harassment, and violating various

articles of the Criminal Code. He believes the DSI's

announcement damaged his reputation and accuses

the agency of political persecution. The court will

review the case's validity on February 6.

Thailand: Former NSC secretary-general

calls for appeal in ex-Premier Yingluck’s

acquittal over NSC transfer

(bk) Senator Thawil Pliensri, a former National Security

Council (NSC) secretary-general, on January 23

petitioned the Office of the Attorney-General to urge

prosecutors to appeal the Supreme Court's acquittal of

former Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra in a

malfeasance case he filed against her. [Bangkok Post]

The alleged abuse of power occurred on September

30, 2011, when then-Prime Minister Yingluck signed an

order to transfer Thawil Pliesnri from his position as

secretary-general of the NSC to an adviser to the prime

minister. The cabinet approved the appointment of Pol

Gen Wichean Potephosree as Thawil's replacement at

the NSC.

Last December, the Supreme Court's Criminal Division

for Holders of Political Positions acquitted Yingluck of

malfeasance and rescinded an arrest warrant that had

been issued when she failed to appear in court for her

trial in the case back in November of the previous year.

[AiR No. 52, December/2023, 4]
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Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party

leads political development fund

allocation

The primary opposition party in Thailand, the Move

Forward Party, has emerged at the top of the list for

subsidies from the Political Party Development Fund

overseen by the Election Commission, receiving THB

52.5 million (approximately USD 1.47 million). In

second place is the Pheu Thai Party, led by Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin, which obtained THB 16

million (about USD 448,000). [Bangkok Post]

Funding for this program mainly comes from

donations individuals make when filing their annual tax

returns. Taxpayers can opt to allocate THB 500

(approximately USD 14) to their chosen political party,

which is then deducted from their tax liability.

Additionally, the Election Commission grants

supplementary development funds based on political

party fees, votes received in parliamentary elections,

and the number of party branches.

The allocations from the Political Party Development

Fund for 2024 were determined based on donations

made in tax returns filed in 2023. During that year, the

Move Forward Party received THB 40 million (roughly

USD 1.12 million) from 83,733 donors, a significant

increase compared to the previous year's 27.56 million

(approximately USD 773,000) received from 62,634

donors.

Thailand: Social Security Board candidate

appeals election result over missing votes

(bk) Prattana Phodee, President of the Thailand

Government Employee Network, has filed an appeal

against the Social Security Board election result after

losing over 1,300 votes, demanding explanations and

recounts from the Social Security Office and the

Election Commission. [Prachatai English]

According to the unofficial vote count released on the

night of the election, Prattana won 15,080 votes and

was elected as one of the seven employee

representatives on the board. However, according to

the official result released on January 24, Prattana won

only 13,750 votes.

Concerns about the election's integrity have been

raised, as members of the pro-worker Progressive

Social Security Team also experienced significant

reductions in their vote counts, even though they won
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their seats. There are suspicions of political motives

behind the irregularities, prompting calls for greater

transparency to ensure public trust in the board's

representation.

Thailand: Civil society network petitions

UN Human Rights Office to call for

amnesty bill

(bk) The Network for People’s Amnesty, a coalition of civil

society organizations, has petitioned the United

Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human

Rights (UNOHCHR) to call on the Thai government to

enact an amnesty bill for human rights defenders and

pro-democracy activists. [Prachatai English]

They stress that Thailand's bid for UN Human Rights

Council membership necessitates passing such a bill

before the council's October 2024 elections. The

network aims to introduce an amnesty bill covering

politically charged individuals since 2006, and

demands the Thai government ensure freedom of

expression and assembly, cease prosecuting

dissenters, release prisoners of conscience (including

minors), reform royal defamation laws, and expedite

the passage of the amnesty bill.

Thailand: Human rights groups condemn

50-year sentence for activist on royal

defamation charges

(bk) Three human rights organizations, the Asian

Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-

ASIA), CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation,

and Asia Democracy Network (ADN), have strongly

condemned the conviction of activist Mongkhon

Thirakot, who received a 50-year prison sentence for

royal defamation. [Prachatai English]

They called for the immediate release of Mongkhon

and other detained activists and endorsed the call for

the repeal of the royal defamation, or lèse-majesté,

law. The organizations highlighted the growing

repression of civic space in Thailand and called on the

government to uphold fundamental rights and

freedoms, repeal Article 112, and release all detainees

held under this act.

On January 18, the Chiang Rai Provincial Court handed

down the highest-ever sentence under the country's

royal defamation law, sentencing Mongkhon to 50
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years in jail for Facebook posts deemed defamatory to

the monarchy. The appeal court's decision added an

extra 22 years to his initial 28-year punishment after

finding him guilty on 11 more counts, citing the use of

profanities and disrespectful images. [AiR No. 4,

January/2024, 4]

Thailand: Activist sentenced to two years

in prison for burning effigy and photos of

officials in 2021 protest

(lm) Nawapol "Dino" Tonngam, a member of the

activist group Thalufah, has been sentenced to two

years in prison for violating the Emergency Decree and

other offenses. He was accused of burning a straw

man and photos of government members and

senators during a protest in August 2021. [Prachatai]

He faced four charges: arson resulting in injury,

causing damage to property, vandalism, and violating

the Emergency Decree. The court found him guilty of

all charges but reduced his sentence to two years due

to his useful testimony. He was also granted bail on

the same day.

Thailand: Economy grows under 2 percent

in 2023

(lm) Thailand's economy grew by 1.8 percent in 2023,

down from the 2.6 percent year-on-year, with a

contraction in the manufacturing and export sectors,

according to the country's Finance Ministry.

[VietnamPlus]

The Manufacturing Production Index fell by 4.7 percent

in November, marking 14 consecutive months of

decline. Key products, such as computers, cars, rubber,

and plastics, experienced declines over many months.

The ministry anticipates GDP growth of 2.8 percent for

this year, driven by increased exports of goods and

services and an expected 33.5 million foreign tourist

arrivals, a 19.5 percent increase from the previous

year. Tourism revenue is projected to rise by 23.6

percent annually to THB 1.48 trillion (approximately

USD 41.47 billion).

Thailand: Government aims for lithium

output in two years, boosting EV
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ambitions

(lm) Thailand is aiming to start producing lithium from

a mine in its southwest within two years, with the goal

of becoming a regional electric vehicle (EV) production

hub. The country is also developing an EV production

industry, with USD 1.44 billion in investment

commitments from Chinese carmakers. [Reuters]

Miner Pan Asia Metals is preparing to submit mining

licenses in March for the Reung Kiet project in

Thailand's Phang-Nga province. The project's

estimated lithium output, derived from 14.8 million

tons of mineral resources, is approximately 66,600

tons, ranking Thailand 22nd among nations with

confirmed lithium resources worldwide.

Thailand: Land bridge contractor must

establish compensation fund for affected

communities

(msz/tt) Thai Transport Minister Suriya

Jungrungreangkit has announced that the contractor

responsible for the government's ambitious Land

Bridge megaproject will be required to establish a

compensation fund for people adversely affected by

the project's development. [Bangkok Post]

The decision follows a recent visit by cabinet ministers

to Ranong province, during which they engaged with

local communities and became aware of concerns

regarding potential land compensation issues. Many

residents occupying land without formal land rights

documentation expressed worries about not receiving

adequate compensation. Additionally, they raised

concerns about the negative impact on their

livelihoods, particularly high-income agricultural

activities such as durian orchards.

The Land Bridge megaproject, estimated to cost

around USD 28 billion, aims to connect Ranong on the

Andaman coast to Chumphon on the Gulf of Thailand.

This extensive undertaking includes the development

of ports and related infrastructure at both ends, linked

by a comprehensive highway and rail network.

Thailand: Soft Power Strategy Committee

to seek THB 270 million for 2024 Songkran

Festival promotion
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(bk) The Soft Power Strategy Committee plans to

request THB 270 million (approximately USD 7.6

million) from the government to promote this year's

Songkran Festival and boost Thailand's soft power. The

funds will support Songkran activities in Bangkok and

beyond, along with a promotional campaign beginning

in February. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Royal Thai Navy allows United

State military to investigate sunken

corvette vessel's cause

(bk) The Royal Thai Navy has agreed to let the United

States military investigate the cause of the sinking of

the US-built Sukhothai Rattanakosin-class corvette

vessel that occurred in late 2022. Prior to this, the RTN

had canceled a tender awarded to a local company

planning to use Chinese equipment to salvage the

HTMS Sukhothai. The decision came after the RTN

discovered that the winning bidder could not perform

the operation independently of outside support.

[Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

This development comes after the RTN earlier this year

received a second warning from the Joint United States

Military Advisory Group Thailand (JUSMAGTHAI)

regarding the salvage operations of the sunken HTMS

Sukhothai. JUSMAGTHAI expressed concerns about the

RTN's lack of response to US inquiries since the

incident in December 2022. They reminded the RTN to

comply with their agreement, especially regarding the

choice of a Thai contractor working with China for the

salvage operation. [AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4]

Thailand: Police to patrol schools after

hours following assault

(bk) The Education Ministry, in collaboration with the

Interior Ministry and Royal Thai Police, will assign local

law enforcement officers to patrol schools after hours

following an assault on a school caretaker in Chiang

Rai that left a female teacher seriously injured.

As a response, the cabinet suspended teachers'

caretaking duties nationwide, initially mandated in

1999. The cabinet aims to assess CCTV coverage in

schools and deploy police or administrative officials for

enhanced security, particularly in remote areas.

Discussions also include potential staffing adjustments,

with the involvement of Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin to address the issue. [Bangkok Post]
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Vietnam: Party Central Committee

disciplines officials, expels two

(wn) On January 27, the Central Committee of

Vietnam's ruling Communist Party took disciplinary

actions against several officials, including former

Deputy Prime Minister Trinh Dinh Dung and former

Minister-Chairman of the Government Office Mai Tien

Dung, for violating Party and State regulations. They

were reprimanded. [The Saigon Times]

The Party also issued warnings and reprimands to

Ministry of Industry and Trade (MoIT) committees for

their violations of democratic centralism and

leadership failures, resulting in serious consequences.

Two former MoIT officials were expelled from the

Party, with one facing bribery charges and the other

accused of abusing their position.

Vietnam: Industry and trade ministry’s

Party Committee Standing Board

disciplined

(lm) The Party Central Committee’s Inspection

Commission in Vietnam has issued warnings and

disciplinary measures against various officials and

Party Committees in the Ministry of Industry and Trade

and its associated units. [VietnamPlus]

The Standing Board of the Ministry of Industry and

Trade’s Party Committee for the 2015-2020 tenure

received a warning, along with several officials who

were expelled from the Party. The commission also

proposed that the Politburo and the Party Central

Committee’s Secretariat consider the responsibilities of

and disciplinary actions against the ministry’s Party

Civil Affairs Committees in the 2016-2021 and 2021-

2026 tenures, as well as senior officials.

Additionally, draft regulations on the protection of

whistleblowers and anti-corruption measures were

discussed during the meeting.

Vietnam: Court sentences nearly 100

people involved in 2023 Dak Lak gun

attacks

(lm) A court in in Vietnam's central Dak Lak province

has sentenced nearly 100 individuals in connection
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with violent attacks on two People's Committee offices

in the country's Central Highlands in June last year.

[JURIST]

Ten individuals received life sentences for their

leadership roles in planning and inciting the attacks,

while others were sentenced to prison terms ranging

from three and a half to 20 years for various offenses,

including terrorism against the government, organizing

illegal entry or exit, and concealing crimes. Six

defendants sentenced for terrorism are currently at

large, with authorities vowing to cooperate with

domestic and international agencies to bring them

back to Vietnam to serve their sentences.

Vietnam: Court sentences 9 people to

death for drug trafficking

(lm) A court in Vietnam has sentenced nine individuals

to death for their involvement in one of the country's

largest drug trafficking cases. They were found guilty of

trafficking 105 kilograms of methamphetamine and

heroin from Laos to Vietnam between 2021 and early

2022. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam has strict drug laws, with the death penalty

applicable to those convicted of trafficking 100 grams

or more of certain drugs. Despite stringent penalties,

drug trafficking remains a significant issue in Vietnam,

with a substantial number of arrests and cases

reported in recent years.

Vietnam: Prison disciplines inmate for ‘insulting

officers’ dignity’

(lm) Vietnamese prisoner of conscience Truong Van

Dung, who is serving a six-year sentence, has been

denied visits or gifts for a month after an argument

with prison guards over a human rights award photo.

Dung was arrested in May 2022 for "propaganda

against the State" and sentenced to six years in prison.

[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam denounces report of Human

Rights Watch

(wn) Vietnam's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has accused

Human Rights Watch (HRW) of fabricating information

in a recent press release regarding the country.

Rejecting HRW’s claim that Vietnam's human rights

situation in 2023 was "gloomy," the ministry called the
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accusation factually inaccurate and condemned the

organization for targeting Vietnam's development and

for its attempt to undermine Vietnam’s socio-economic

development. [Vnexpress]

In response to the criticism, HRW said that Vietnam’s

response was predictable, adding that the Vietnamese

government has violated every single civil and political

right systematically, including freedom of expression,

right to public assembly, and freedom of association.

[RFA]
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ASEAN backs Thai initiative of creating

safe humanitarian zone along Thai-

Myanmar border

(msz) During the ASEAN foreign ministers' retreat

hosted by Laos on January 28-29, ASEAN member

states expressed their support for Thailand's initiative

to establish a safe humanitarian zone along the

Thailand-Myanmar border. The goal is to provide

humanitarian assistance and contribute to the

resolution of the ongoing civil conflict in Myanmar.

[Bangkok Post]

Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara

mentioned that the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for

Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management

(AHA), in collaboration with the Thai Red Cross and

Myanmar Red Cross, would play crucial roles in this

humanitarian effort.
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Of note, the meeting included a non-political

representative, the Permanent Secretary of Myanmar

Foreign Affairs, who welcomed Thailand's approach to

humanitarian aid and assured the gathering of

Myanmar's readiness to support the process.

43rd Cobra Gold military exercise to

strengthen cybersecurity cooperation

among multinational troops

(bk) The 43rd Cobra Gold military exercise is set to run

from February 27 to March 10, with the aim of

enhancing cybersecurity collaboration among

multinational forces. This exercise, the largest and

longest-running in the region, will involve nearly 9,000

troops, primarily from Thailand and the United States,

along with soldiers from 30 other countries. In addition

to traditional training, such as senior personnel

training and humanitarian exercises, the exercise will

focus on cybersecurity cooperation. [Thai PBS World]

Established in 1982, Cobra Gold has remained an

uninterrupted annual event, emphasizing the close

Thai-US alliance and fostering interoperability among

allied forces. Last year, the exercise incorporated

cybersecurity cooperation for the first time, reflecting

the evolving nature of modern conflicts, which

increasingly involve cyber warfare alongside traditional

training exercises like jungle survival and landmine

disposal.

China's human rights record under

scrutiny at the UN

(ms/yq) China's human rights practices have come

under intense scrutiny during a five-yearly review at

the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) by the United

Nations Human Rights Council. Despite strong criticism

led by especially Western states, support by non-

western states has highlighted a significant global split

in the perception and response to China's human

rights record.

This review on January 23 was the first since the 2022

Xinjiang report by the UN's top rights official in which

the then High Commissioner for Human Rights,

Michelle Bachelet, concluded that China's "arbitrary

and discriminatory detention" of Uyghurs and other

Muslims in its Xinjiang region may constitute to crimes

against humanity (see AiR No. 36, September/2022, 1).
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The review saw a divide in international responses. On

the one side Western countries, including Germany,

the Czech Republic, Japan, and Canada, have strongly

criticized China for human rights violations in these

regions. However, on the other side non-Western

states like Bolivia, Burundi, Iran, Ethiopia, and

Cameroon expressing support for China's claims of

progress. These countries highlighted China's efforts in

reducing deforestation, improving healthcare access,

and the national action plan for human rights.

This global split indicates differing perspectives and

interests among UN member states regarding China's

human rights practices. While Western nations are

critical, seeking more stringent scrutiny and

accountability, non-Western countries appear more

supportive or reticent, possibly reflecting geopolitical

alignments and interests.

China, for its part, vigorously defended its record.

Chinese officials, including Ambassador to the UN

Chen Xu, claim significant progress in various areas,

citing achievements such as lifting nearly 100 million

people out of poverty. Chen asserted that China is on a

path of human rights development appropriate for its

national conditions, highlighting the country's efforts in

democratic elections and the safeguarding of religious

freedom. In Hong Kong, Chief Secretary Eric Chan

praised the security law, stating it has restored stability

and order.

Amnesty International has criticized the review

process, suggesting it was used by some countries to

further their relations with Beijing, reducing the

meeting to a mere "fig leaf" for China.[Aljazeera]

[Reuters]

This comes after documents show China has been

actively lobbying non-Western countries to support its

human rights record during the UPR, particularly

considering criticisms over its policies in Hong Kong

and Xinjiang [see AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4].

US urges China to assist in curbing Red

Sea attacks by Iran-backed Houthis

(ms/yq) The United States has formally requested

China's intervention to persuade Tehran to control the

Iran-aligned Houthi rebels. These rebels have been

attacking commercial ships in the Red Sea, a critical

global trade route. Despite U.S. appeals to Chinese

officials, there have been minimal efforts by China to

stop the attacks, and existing efforts are limited to

protecting shipments related to Chinese trade.
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Reportedly, US officials have been engaged in

discussions with China’s officials over the past three

months. However, they have noted that China has not

taken any substantive action on the issues discussed,

except for releasing a generic statement urging the

safety of maritime passages in the Red Sea.

The US has been actively responding to the Houthi

attacks, conducting numerous missiles strikes on

Houthi targets in Yemen. The conflict has escalated

since mid-November, with over 33 assaults on

commercial vessels in the region. In response, the US

and UK executed extensive strikes this Monday. The

Houthis, backed by Iran, pose a significant threat to

international shipping, with Iran maintaining

deepening commercial and diplomatic relations with

China in recent years.

Experts said that China's reluctance to use its influence

with Iran, citing Beijing's strategic reluctance to

advance US interests without clear benefits to China

and indicated a lack of serious willingness from

Chinese experts to address the issue, perceiving it as a

regional crisis entangling the US and its allies without

significantly impacting Chinese shipping. [Financial

Times][Reuters 1]

This assumption was also confirmed in a report

published by Reuters on January 30, in which,

according to Iranian sources, China is said to have

exerted pressure on Iran during various meetings in

recent weeks. According to one source, the Chinese

side is said to have made its position clear in the

meetings that "if our (Chinese) interests are harmed in

any way, it will impact our business with Tehran. So tell

the Houthis to show restraint."

So, while China is certainly using its economic influence

on Iran, its efforts are limited to securing Chinese

trade; altruistic initiatives to protect the general trade

of Western countries that are particularly affected do

not seem to be in the interests of the Chinese

government. [Reuters 2]

Officially, China’s Foreign Ministry stated on January 24

that “Beijing calls for an end to any disruption of

civilian ships,” adding that “it is also important to

acknowledge that the Security Council of the UN has

never authorized any country to use force against

Yemen, and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of

the countries bordering the Red Sea, including Yemen,

should be effectively respected.” [Foreign Ministry,

China, in Chinese]
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China denies arms deliveries to Hamas

(ms) The Chinese Defense Ministry has rejected

allegations articulated by Israel that it is arming the

Palestinian militant group Hamas in the ongoing Israel-

Gaza conflict.

Thereby the Chinese Defense Ministry, for the first

time, denied providing any weapons or equipment to

conflict areas. The ministry emphasized that China has

consistently followed a cautious and responsible

approach to arms exports, adhering to three

principles.

These principles include contributing to the legitimate

self-defense capabilities of the recipient country,

avoiding harm to regional peace and stability, and

refraining from interference in the internal affairs of

the recipient country.

The denial comes after the Israeli military reported

discovering a 'massive' stockpile of Chinese-made

weapons being used by Hamas. China has maintained

its stance of providing humanitarian aid, such as food

and medical assistance, to the Palestinians but denies

supplying weapons to the conflict zone. [China Daily]

[Chinese Defense Ministry] [South China Morning Post]

Furthermore, China is seeking to play a prominent role

in the Israel-Palestine conflict and aims to position

itself as a constructive player in the region. Leveraging

anti-American sentiment amid the Israel-Hamas war,

China is pursuing a strategy involving the promotion of

a new multipolar world order to counter the perceived

Western dominance, criticizing the United States in

shared forums, and forming or joining exclusive

multilateral organizations.

In this regard, the recent preliminary order issued by

the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which requires

Israel to take measures to prevent genocide in the

Gaza Strip, plays into China’s hand, while it will test the

Washington’s commitment to the “rules-based

international order” it claims to uphold.

Commenting on the order, China’s foreign ministry was

quick to call for its effective implementation, adding

that “that the ultimate answer to the Palestinian

question lies in delivering on the two-state solution.”

[Xinhua]

Washington, meanwhile, confirmed that the order was

consistent with the Biden administration’s approach to

the war and reaffirming that it will not change U.S.

support for Israel. [VoA]
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The recent genocide charge against Israel, however,

also complicates China's stance as it faces similar

accusations of genocide and crimes against humanity

in Xinjiang. Greater international prosecution of such

accusations in the case of Israel thereby could also

lead to similar initiatives against China itself. [Foreign

Policy]

China mediates ceasefire in Myanmar’s

Rakhine state, envoy to Bangladesh says

(lm) China is mediating a ceasefire in Myanmar's

Rakhine State to end the conflict between the

Myanmar army and the armed group Arakan Army,

according to the Chinese ambassador in Dhaka, Yao

Wen. The ceasefire is expected to ease the way for the

repatriation of forcibly displaced Rohingyas. [Prothom

Alo 1]

China has previously mediated ceasefire agreements

between Myanmar's military junta and three other

armed groups.

In related updates, Bangladesh's Foreign Minister

Hasan Mahmud has stated that Border Guard

Bangladesh (BGB) personnel are on alert due to the

tense situation in Rakhine State. Mahmud also

expressed concerns about the security and

environmental challenges posed by the Rohingya

camps in Bangladesh and the potential recruitment of

extremist elements from these camps. [Prothom Alo 2]

Japan-Italy-UK fighter jet development

agreement possibly open for other

countries to join  

(sh) In an interview last week, Italian Defense Minister

Guido Crosetto disclosed that the December 2022

agreement between Italy, Japan and the UK on the

joint development of advanced fighter jets could be

open up to other nations to join.

Crosetto mentioned potential interest from various

countries, in response to questions on interest from

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

The beginning of the joint development phase is slated

for 2025, with operations of the combat aircraft

scheduled for 2035. [Reuters]
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South Korea calls on China to protect

North Korean defectors during a UN

review session

(ap) South Korean Ambassador to the United Nations

Yun Seong-deok has called on China to protect North

Korean defectors by providing them with humanitarian

protection and support under international law. [NK

News]

The remarks were made during China’s fourth

universal periodic review (UPR), held under United

Nations Human Rights Council. This marks the first

time for South Korea to raise human rights issues

against China at a UN peer-review session. [Yonhap]

Rights advocates have welcomed the South Korean

recommendations and described it as a “meaningful

step” towards promoting North Korean rights.

The NGO Council for North Korean Human Rights

which consists of 61 human rights groups said that

South Korea is shedding light on the importance of the

principle of non-refoulement. [Korean Times]

China does not recognize North Korean defectors as

refugees and frequently returns them to North Korea,

where they face harsh punishments.

North Korea launches cruise missiles into

the Yellow Sea

(ap) North Korea launched several cruise missiles

towards the Yellow Sea on January 23, according to

South Korean military and the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS).

North Korea tested a new type of nuclear-capable

cruise missiles, called “Pulhwasal-3-31,” according to

state media. [NK Times]

The launch of nuclear-capable cruise missiles came

after the detection of several other cruise missiles off

the western coast. This marks the first North Korean

cruise missile launch since September last year (see

AiR, No. 36, September/2023, 1).

The new launch is described as “strategic” by North

Korean state-owned news agency KCNA and it is an

expansion of North’s military capabilities. [Associated

Press]

Only days later, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on

January 28 oversaw a second launch of submarine
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cruise Pulhwasal-3-31 missiles, according to state-

media outlet Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).

[KCNA]

The South Korean military confirmed that North

Korea’s missiles have been launched from the port of

Sinpo. The Pulhwasal-3-31 is a new generation of

nuclear-capable missiles which are jet-propelled and

can fly at low altitudes. These types of cruise missiles

are not banned under the United Nations sanctions.

Kim Jong Un expressed a great satisfaction with the

success of the launch aimed to make North Korea a

“powerful naval force.”

South Korea: Diplomats to hold meeting

on Red Sea tensions

(oy) The South Korean foreign ministry has announced

that the chiefs of its diplomatic missions in the Red Sea

region will convene this week to discuss strategies for

enhancing maritime security. This meeting will be held

in response to escalating tensions in the region and

near major shipping routes. A senior ministry official is

scheduled to preside over the meeting.

Separately, the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy

announced a series of measures to support exporters

and minimize the impact of the tensions in the Red Sea

on industry and the economy.

The government will increase the upper limit of

logistics support for exporters from KRW 20 million

(USD 14,974) to KRW 30 million (USD 22,416), and

smaller exporters will be offered at least 40 percent

more cargo space overseas.

Should the situation in the Red Sea deteriorate, the

government plans to advance the allocation of 31

billion won (USD 23 million) from its export voucher

budget, originally set for the latter half of 2024. Trade

Minister Cheong In-kyo added that further risk

management measures will be enacted according to

latest developments in the Red Sea region.

Since the Israel-Hamas conflict, Iran-backed Houthi

rebels have attacked commercial vessels transiting the

region. [Yonhap_1] [Yonhap_2]

South Korean chief nuclear envoy meets

EU, NATO and UN officials
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(oy) On January 26, South Korea’s chief nuclear envoy

Kim Gunn met UN High Commissioner for Human

Rights Nada Al-Nashif and ambassadors from 14

countries in Geneva, to discuss recent developments

on the Korean Peninsula and North Korea’s human

rights violations. Kim urged the UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights to bring the international community

attention to North Korea’s the violations. He added

that multilateral mechanisms in which North Korea

participates, such as the Geneva Conference on

Disarmament, can serve to dissuade North Korea from

developing nuclear weapons and missiles and promote

human rights.

Earlier on January 23, Kim visited Brussel at the

invitation of the European Union Political Security

Committee (EU PSC), an ambassador-level consultative

body of the 27 EU member states.

Kim briefed the EU PSC on the security risks of North

Korea’s recent hostility and missile provocations and

the necessity for South Korea and EU to respond

stringently to North Korea’s illicit activities. He urged

the EU to strengthen their coordinating responses to

North Korea’s illicit cyber activities and to block North

Korea’s funding channels for developing nuclear and

missile technology.

Separately on January 24, Kim met Mircea Geoana,

NATO's Deputy Secretary General, and David Van Weel,

Assistant Secretary General for Innovation, Hybrid and

Cyber, at the NATO headquarters.

Kim, Geoana and Van Weel condemned North Korea’s

latest missile launch. Kim also expressed his

appreciation to NATO for their longstanding support

on the North Korean issues. [Yonhap_1][Yonhap_2]

[South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs_1][South Korea

Ministry of Foreign Affairs_2] [South Korea Ministry of

Foreign Affairs_3]

South Korea and US respond to North

Korea missile launches

(oy) On January 24, North Korea launched several

cruise missiles towards the Yellow Sea. In response,

South Korea’s Defense Minister Shin Won-sik warned

that North Korea’s regime will end if they initiate war.

Shin, who was visiting Cheongju Air Base, also told F35

pilots to respond firmly in the event of any

provocation. Separately, the United States reaffirmed

its pledge to ensure the security of South Korea and

Japan.
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Separately, an anonymous senior official at the

National Intelligence Service (NIS) told reporters that

North Korea has attempted to incorporate generative

artificial intelligence (AI) in its cyberattacks and illegal

cyber activities. The NIS has said that they expect

increased cyberthreats this year due to the

deteriorating relations and South Korea’s upcoming

election. [Yonhap_1][Yonhap_2][Yonhap_3][Yonhap_4]

South Korea President and Finance

Minister meets World Bank chief

(oy) On January 24, President Yoon Suk Yeol met with

World Bank President Ajay Banga. The meeting was

part of Banga’s visit to various World Bank member

countries after he took over as President in June 2023.

Both leaders discussed mental health policies, with

Yoon stating his desire to continue collaborating with

the World Bank to promote mental health.

The two leaders also discussed expanding

development assistance for developing countries, with

Banga commending South Korea’s assistance as

“excellent”. Banga also urged stronger cooperation in

the digital technology sector, stating that he looks

forward to South Korea setting global digital standards

and serving as a bridge the digital standards of

different countries.

Separately on January 25, Finance Minister Choi Sang-

mok met Banga and discussed digital technology,

development aid and other challenges in the global

economy. Choi and Banga also discussed how South

Korea’s cooperation with the international community

can be further improved through its Official

Development Assistance Programs. [Yonhap_1]

[Yonhap_2][South Korea Ministry of Finance]

Saima Wazed appointed WHO Regional

Director for South-East Asia

(lm) Saima Wazed, the daughter of Bangladesh’s Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina, has been confirmed as the

World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for

the South-East Asia region. She will be the first person

from Bangladesh and the second woman to hold this

position. She will begin her five-year term on February

1.[World Health Organization]

Wazed was nominated as the next Regional Director in

a vote by the Regional Committee for South-East Asia
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in November last year. At the time, the competition

had put India’s diplomatic prowess to the test after

Nepal put forward Shambhu Prasad Acharya, one of

the WHO's senior-most officials. [AiR No. 42,

October/2023, 3]

Cambodia to foster globalization of the

Ottawa Convention

(pm) On January 25, Cambodian Senior Minister and

first vice president of the Cambodian Mines Action

Authority (CMAA) Ly Thuch chaired a meeting of the

Ottawa Global Coordinating Working Group held to

discuss core issues of the Cambodian presidency of

the 5th Review Conference of the Mine Ban

Convention and ways to promote the globalization of

the Ottawa Convention.

Ly reaffirmed that Cambodia while chairing the 2024

Ottawa Convention, has prepared out several rules to

promote the globalization of the Ottawa Convention

through diplomacy, meetings and other forums in the

Asia-Pacific region.

Among the countries Cambodia seeks to persuade to

join the Convention are Bahrain, Laos, Micronesia,

Nepal, Tonga, Viet Nam, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia,

Lebanon, Mongolia and Singapore. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia condemns Israel’s attack on UN

facility

(jb) Indonesia has strongly condemned Israel's recent

attack on a UN facility providing shelter to displaced

Palestinians in southern Gaza. The Khan Younis

Training Center, one of the largest United Nations

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the

Near East (UNRWA) shelters, was shelled by Israeli

forces, resulting in 12 deaths and 75 injuries.

The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs denounced

the attack, labeling it a violation of international law.

UN officials emphasized that the facility was clearly

marked, with coordinates shared with Israeli

authorities.

The statement comes amid a surge in displaced

Palestinians, with over 1.7 million affected by daily

Israeli bombardment. [Arab News] [Antara News]
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Indonesian foreign minister reminds UN

of mandate for peace in Palestine

(jb) After a United Nations Security Council open the

debate on the Israeli-Palestine crisis at the UN

headquarters in New York on January 23, Indonesian

Foreign Affairs Minister Retno Marsudi emphasized the

UN Security Council's mandate for maintaining

international peace and security during a debate on

the Israeli-Palestinian crisis.

She questioned the council's effectiveness in

implementing resolutions related to Palestine,

highlighting violations without consequences for

perpetrators.

Marsudi called for accountability, stressing that Israel

is not above the law and urging action to end the

worsening situation in Gaza and the West Bank. The

minister expressed concern over the slow response to

the Palestinian plight, citing over 25,000 deaths and

widespread suffering. [Antara News]

Indonesia intensifies efforts to diversify

export markets

(jb) The Indonesian government is intensifying efforts

to diversify its export markets amidst global economic

uncertainties.

In response to the anticipated economic slowdown,

the Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs aims to

explore non-traditional markets, identifying at least 12

potential countries in Latin America, Africa, South Asia,

and the Middle East.

Secretary Susiwijono Moegiarso highlighted the

significance of venturing beyond traditional markets

like China, America, Japan, India, Singapore, and Korea.

The government is also keen on strengthening existing

trade partnerships through agreements such as the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership and the Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership. This initiative aligns with the

National Export Acceleration Task Force's objectives,

set by Presidential Decree No. 24 of 2023. [Tempo.co]

China and India set to drive Indonesia’s

coal production beyond 2024 target
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(jb) China and India are set to drive Indonesia's coal

production beyond its 2024 target, as revealed by the

Indonesia Mining and Energy Forum (IMEF).

With a 2024 goal of 710 million tons, Indonesia's coal

production soared to a record 775 million tons in the

previous year, surpassing the 2023 target.

The IMEF predicts another overachievement in 2024,

estimating production between 750 million and 775

million tons. The strong demand from China and India,

primarily for coal-fired power plants, remains a key

factor.

IMEF Chairman Singgih Widagdo suggests diplomatic

efforts for government-to-government discussions to

secure future coal exports. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia formally joins UN Energy

Compacts

(jb) Indonesia has formally joined the UN-led Energy

Compacts, pledging an impressive USD 122 billion

towards Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG7) and

net-zero objectives.

The commitment is a crucial step in Indonesia's energy

transition journey, targeting a formidable 23 percent

share of renewable energy by 2029.

The ambitious plan emphasizes significant expansions

in solar and wind power capacities, reaching 5.3 GW.

The government also aims to enhance grid

connectivity, facilitating increased penetration of

renewable energy, particularly in industrial estates.

The comprehensive strategy involves financial

investments of up to USD 272 billion by 2030

[Sustainable Energy for All] [United Nations]

Malaysia calls on the UNHCR to hasten

resettlement process for refugees

(ba) Malaysia has called upon the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to hasten the

process of resettling refugees and asylum seekers

currently residing in the country.

During the periodic review of Malaysia's human rights

record at the United Nations Human Rights Council, a

representative from Ministry of Foreign Affairs

revealed that Malaysia is currently hosting 185,666
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registered refugees and asylum seekers. The official

highlighted that the continuous influx of refugees into

Malaysia has presented additional challenges for the

federal government, ranging from unsettled medical

bills amounting to up to US$ 1 million to strains on

social services.

In addressing these challenges, he appealed to the

Council members and the International Organization

for Migration (IOM) to expedite the resettlement of

refugees and asylum seekers.

Malaysia is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee

Convention. The Malaysian government classifies

refugees and asylum seekers as undocumented or

"illegal" migrants under the 1959/1963 Immigration

Act.

In November, the Human Rights Commission of

Malaysia (Suhakam) called for the establishment of a

comprehensive and robust framework to tackle the

refugee situation in Malaysia.

Suhakam emphasized that addressing the

humanitarian issue and ensuring the well-being of

refugees on Malaysian soil is a collective responsibility,

regardless of the country's stance on the Refugee

Convention. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: 500 Rohingya Muslims died or

went missing while fleeing Bangladesh

and Myanmar during 2023

(mg) Thousands of Rohingya Muslims, who have been

subject to persecution in Myanmar, attempt to flee

overcrowded camps in Myanmar and Bangladesh by

boat each year.

Bangladesh has hosted over 1.1 million Rohingya from

Myanmar since the 2017 crackdown in the Rakhine

State. During 2023, nearly 4,5000 Rohingya took the

journey to Malaysia, Indonesia or Australia, according

to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

The majority were women or children. According to

UNHCR, over 500 Rohingya died in 2023 – over 200

higher than in 2022, and the highest since 2014, when

the total reached 730. The report said these numbers

made “the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal one of the

deadliest stretches of water in the world.” [The

Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar sends delegate to first meeting

since military coup in 2021

(jw) A delegate from Myanmar met with foreign

ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) in Laos on January 29.

Since the military coup in February 2021, ASEAN has

barred junta leaders from attending its meetings and

instead asked the country to send non-political

delegates.

Myanmar has refused this request for over two years,

but the attendance of Marlar Than Htike, a senior

Foreign Ministry bureaucrat, in Laos marked a change

in sentiment.

Previous ASEAN diplomatic efforts to resolve the civil

crisis in Myanmar have made little progress, despite

the agreement of a five-point peace plan in 2021. Last

year, Indonesia said they had positive talks with main

parties in the conflict. With Laos now chairing ASEAN,

the capabilities of the small nation to resolve the

conflict in Myanmar remains to be determined.

Last year, however, the Thai government met with

junta Foreign Minister Than Swe, causing friction

between ASEAN members over their different

approaches. In early January, junta leader Min Aung

Hlaing met with the Laotian special envoy Alounkeo

Kittikhoun in Naypyidaw. [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines President Marcos Jr. to deliver

keynote address at Shangri-La Dialogue in

May

(lb) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is scheduled to

deliver the opening keynote address at the

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)

Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, which is set to take

place from May 31 to June 2 this year. Around 550

delegates, including defense officials, security experts,

and business leaders from various regions, are

expected to attend the summit. [CNN Philippines]

The IISS's 2023 dialogue report noted the Philippines'

shift towards expanded cooperation with the United

States, Japan, and Australia under President Marcos,

particularly in response to China's escalating

aggression in the West Philippine Sea. It mentioned

that despite overtures made by former President

Rodrigo Duterte towards Beijing in hopes of economic

rewards, China delivered on only about 5% of its

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jrh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jrk/


promises, leading to a stronger alignment of the

Philippines with the United States and Japan under

President Marcos.

Singapore-bound oil tanker attacked by

Houthis after transiting Red Sea

(lb) A Singapore-bound oil tanker was struck by a

missile in the Gulf of Aden on January 26 after

transiting the Red Sea. The attack, claimed by Houthi

militants who referred to the vessel as a "British oil

ship," resulted in a fire in one of the cargo tanks. [Asia

Financial]

This incident adds to the ongoing tensions in the

region, with Houthi militants targeting commercial

vessels in support of Palestinians, prompting United

States and United Kingdom airstrikes against the

group. Despite the tensions, oil prices have not seen

significant increases, but analysts warn that a direct

US-Iran confrontation could drive prices higher.

Top Vietnamese legislator receives British,

New Zealand envoys

(lm) Vietnam's top legislator, Chairman Vuong Dinh

Hue, met with British Ambassador Gareth Ward and

New Zealand Ambassador Tredene Dobson separately.

[Voice of Vietnam]

During the meetings, Chairman Hue emphasized the

importance of strengthening Vietnam's strategic

partnership with the UK and lauded the progress in

bilateral relations, including the UK-Vietnam Free

Trade Agreement (UKVFTA). He also expressed hope

for stronger cooperation in the financial and monetary

markets, including the establishment of an

international financial center in Ho Chi Minh City.

Regarding New Zealand, Chairman Hue praised

Ambassador Tredene Dobson's contributions to

bilateral relations and highlighted the close

coordination between the two countries in various

fields, including the fight against COVID-19 and

agricultural cooperation. He thanked New Zealand for

its support in controlling the pandemic and economic

recovery. Both ambassadors expressed their

commitment to enhancing cooperation with Vietnam.
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German President's Southeast Asia tour

strengthens economic, political ties with

Vietnam, Thailand

(lm) German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, along

with a delegation of business leaders and Labor

Minister Hubertus Heil, recently concluded a four-day

tour of Southeast Asia, including visits to Vietnam and

Thailand. The primary objective of these visits was to

strengthen Germany's political and economic

relationships with these Southeast Asian countries,

with a specific focus on skilled labor recruitment for

Germany.

Vietnam

In Vietnam, President Steinmeier attended a career fair

at the Goethe-Institut in Hanoi and signed a

memorandum of understanding to facilitate the

mobility of skilled workers from Vietnam to Germany.

This agreement aims to streamline bureaucratic

processes and ensure fair treatment of workers. The

visit also included stops in Ho Chi Minh City, the

economic hub of Vietnam. [Deutsche Welle]

Thailand

During the Bangkok leg of the tour, Germany

expressed its commitment to support Thailand's

electric vehicle (EV) sector, aligning with Thailand's goal

of becoming a regional hub for EV manufacturing.

Discussions with the German private sector explored

investment opportunities in Thailand's circular

economy, recycling, and plastic pellet production from

plastic waste. The Thai government will consider

specific investment requirements. [Thaiger]

Germany has also expressed its readiness to assist

Thailand in its renewable energy endeavors, with a

target of increasing renewable electricity production by

50% by 2040. Additionally, Germany plans to expand

investments in Thailand's EV industry, contribute to

sustainable agriculture initiatives, and assist in

addressing pollution.

Prime Minister Srettha called on Germany to support

Thailand in finalizing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

with the European Union, which would enable Thai

tourists to obtain Schengen visas for travel to other

Schengen member nations.

President Steinmeier's visit is significant as it marks the

first visit by a German head of state to Thailand since

2002 and represents the inaugural visit by a foreign

head of state during Thailand's current administration.

In March, the Thai Prime Minister is scheduled to make

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jyy/


an official visit to Berlin to further strengthen bilateral

cooperation and establish a strategic partnership

between the two nations.

European Union warns Bangladesh on

human rights, environmental compliance

(kb) The European Union (EU) has urged Bangladesh to

ensure human rights and environmental protection

due diligence, warning of potential sanctions and fines

for non-compliance by producers, buyers, and brands.

[Prothom Alo]

At a roundtable organized by the International

Business Forum of Bangladesh (IBFB), EU Ambassador

Charles Whiteley emphasized the importance of due

diligence in supply chains, including addressing issues

like child labor, forced labor, slavery, forest

destruction, and human rights violations.

Bangladesh's business community, particularly in the

ready-made garments sector, expressed concerns

about the high cost of compliance and urged for

universal and globally applicable laws.

12 United States senators urge

Bangladesh’s government to end

‘persistent harassment’ of Yunus

(kb) Twelve members of the United States Senate have

written a letter to Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, urging her to put an end to the "persistent

harassment" of Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus,

who is facing multiple corruption cases. In response,

Bangladesh’s government has stated that it has no

involvement in Yunus's case, emphasizing that it is

being handled by the courts. [Anadolu Ajansı]

The senators expressed concern about the use of the

legal system to target government critics and cited

irregularities noted by human rights organizations.

They emphasized Yunus's significant contributions to

microfinance and urged an end to political vendettas.

Initially praised by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,

Yunus was later viewed as a political rival. He was

removed from the Grameen Bank board in 2011 and

has since been subjected to numerous civil and

criminal cases related to his social business ventures.

In August last year, over 170 global figures had also

expressed concerns about his treatment by the
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Bangladeshi government, which the government

dismissed as part of a conspiracy [see AiR No. 36,

September/2023, 1].

In related developments, the Labour Appellate

Tribunal has accepted the appeal petitions of Yunus

and three other officials from Grameen Telecom,

challenging the verdict of a case filed by the

Department of Inspection for Factories and

Establishments. The tribunal accepted their appeal for

a hearing scheduled for March 3 and granted them

permanent bail until the hearing concludes. [Prothom

Alo]

Bhutan seeks India deals in USD 15 billion

hydropower push

(lm) Bhutan is seeking to capitalize on its abundant

water resources to boost its economy and overall well-

being. The country is situated between China and India

and is now looking to collaborate with neighboring

India and explore international partnerships to

harness its rich hydrological resources. [South China

Morning Post]

Currently, hydrological generation contributes up to 15

percent of Bhutan's GDP, alongside significant

contributions from agriculture and tourism. Bhutan's

total installed capacity for hydrological power stands at

approximately 2,500 megawatts, with plans to add

another 1,000 megawatts by the following year. The

government's medium-term objective is to achieve a

capacity of 4,000 megawatts, with more extensive

plans for the next decade, including discussions about

hydro projects that could generate a total capacity of

10,000 megawatts.

This strategic focus on hydroelectric power aligns with

Bhutan's commitment to clean energy and sustainable

development. By emphasizing hydro projects, Bhutan

aims to pivot its industrial development towards clean

and renewable energy sources, positioning itself as a

global leader in this area.

The country's vision also involves attracting clean

industries powered by renewable energy, such as data

centers. Data centers are energy-intensive facilities

crucial for modern economies. Bhutan's plan to power

them with clean energy aligns with global sustainability

trends.

Moreover, Bhutan intends to collaborate with India on

hydrogen development, a promising clean energy

source for various applications, including
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transportation. Green hydrogen, produced through

water electrolysis using renewable energy, is hailed as

a potential replacement for fossil fuels in various

sectors.

Additionally, Bhutan is exploring solar power

development, with plans to establish a 1,000-megawatt

solar power project. Solar energy is increasingly vital in

global efforts to transition towards sustainable and

clean power sources.

Furthermore, the kingdom is investigating geothermal

energy, drawing upon underground reservoirs to

generate electricity. This renewable energy source can

provide consistent and reliable power.

Brunei-Cambodia: Agreement of labor

cooperation

(dql) Brunei and Cambodia have agreed to advance

bilateral labor cooperation within both bilateral and

ASEAN levels.

Specifically, the two sides agreed to deepen

cooperation on human resource training aimed at

boosting the capacity of technical students in both

countries.

The agreement was reached during a meeting between

Cambodian Minister of Labour and Vocational Training

Heng Sour and Pengiran Kasmirhan Pengiran Tahir,

Ambassador of Brunei to Cambodia, in Phnom Penh

on January 23. [Khmer Times]

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

signed between Cambodia and Vietnam

(pm) The “2024 Cooperation Plan” Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) between Cambodia and Vietnam

on cooperation to combat crimes was signed on

January 23 by Cambodian Ministry of Interior Sar

Sokha and Vietnamese Minister of Public Security

General To Lam.   

The agreement aims to foster cooperation between

the two nations to encounter transnational crimes,

human trafficking, cybercrimes, and drug crimes, with

both reaffirming that neither nation will peermit any

armed forces or political movement to use their

territory to oppose any legitimate government.
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It also seeks to strengthen people-to-people exchange

for both human resources and information and high-

level visits. [Khmer Times] [The Phnom Penh Post]

Four African nations ask Cambodia for

demining training

(pm) South Sudan, Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Somalia

demanded demining training from the Cambodian

Mine Action Center (CMAC).

The request was made through Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) when CMAC Director-

General Heng Ratana and African delegates met at

CMAC headquarters on January 22.

Ratana suggested that the deminers from the four

African nations should visit Cambodia to explore more

about the demining. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia to provide Mongolia with

demining work expertise

(pm) The Cambodian Mine Action Authority (CMAA) has

announced that Mongolia will receive Cambodian

technical knowledge and expertise in demining work,

in a bid support to assist Mongolia in the

implementation of the Ottawa Convention.

This announcement was made during a bilateral

meeting on January 26 between the Ambassador of

Mongolia to the United Nations and other international

organizations in Geneva, Switzerland, Davaasuren

Gerelmaa, and Cambodian Senior Minister Ly Thuch,

who also serves as first vice-president of the CMAA and

also the chairman of the 5th Review Meeting of the

2024 Ottawa Convention. [Khmer Times]

Ambassador of Israel discusses labor

cooperation with Cambodia

(pm) Orna Sagiv, Ambassador of Israel to the Kingdom

of Cambodia visited the Ministry of Labor and

Vocational Training and met with the Minister Heng

Sour on January 24.  

The meeting centered on bilateral cooperation in the

realms of labor and mutual economic activities.
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During the dialogue, Sagiv proposed the prospect of

Cambodian agricultural workers finding employment

opportunities in Israel. Emphasizing Israel's status as a

global work destination, she expressed optimism

about formalizing a Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) in this regard in the near future. [Khmer Times]

[Khmer Times]

US-China talks in Bangkok highlight

diplomatic impasse

(ms) In a two-day meeting between US National

Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi in Bangkok, attempts to address

critical global issues revealed persisting challenges in

diplomatic relations between the two nations. The

talks, held between January 26 and 27, failed to yield

breakthroughs on key international crises.

One of the primary concerns raised by Sullivan was the

Houthi attacks on commercial shipping in the Red Sea,

made possible due to Iran's support for the Yemeni

militia. Despite US appeals, China showed reluctance

to exert its economic influence on Iran, as it's by far

biggest economic partner, to use the resulting leverage

against the Iranian regime to stop the support and

thus bring about an end to the attacks. Although

recent reports from Reuters suggest that China may

have exerted pressure on Iran, the reports suggest

that this was limited to the prevention of attacks on

Chinese trade and that no attempt was made to stop

the attacks in general. [Reuters]

Similarly, efforts to persuade China to influence North

Korea on nuclear disarmament and to influence Russia

to de-escalate their aggressions over Ukraine

encountered resistance on the Chinese side.

On a more positive note, discussions regarding the civil

conflict in Myanmar showed promise. Sullivan

discussed with Wang the military offensive along

Myanmar’s border with China, acknowledging the

humanitarian crisis caused by displacements. Both

sides expressed intentions for follow-up discussions at

lower levels in the coming weeks and months,

indicating potential areas for cooperation, without

however going into further details.

While the US side focused in particular on the above-

mentioned geopolitical developments, the Chinese

Foreign Ministry concentrated on the issue of Taiwan

in its report of the meeting. According to the Chinese

Foreign Ministry, Taiwan is the "biggest challenge" in

Sino-US relations, reiterating Wang's position during
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the meeting with Sullivan, that Taiwan's independence

movement poses a threat to peace in the region.

The meeting reinforced a trend that has been

emerging for some time now, namely that the two

largest economies in the world are drifting further

apart from one another. Apart from individual

conflicts, such as in this case Myanmar where

cooperation is only very limited, the interests of the

two countries appear to diverge in almost all important

ongoing geostrategic issues or are even in direct

competition with each other.

The ideological interests of the two countries do not

appear to be compatible with each other at present or

in the foreseeable future, which makes the emergence

of an even stronger decoupling of the two countries at

the very least possible.

However, despite these challenges, the two nations

agreed to maintain open lines of communication and

pursue high-level diplomacy. Initiatives, including the

resumption of military-to-military contacts,

counternarcotics cooperation, and discussions on

artificial intelligence, were identified as areas where

bilateral efforts are making progress. [Al Jazeera]

[Channel News Asia] [FMPRC] [Global Times] [Politico]

[The White House]

China-US: Tensions flare up as warship

transits Taiwan strait

(ms) China has strongly criticized the U.S. Navy for

sailing the destroyer USS John Finn transited through

the Taiwan Strait, its first warship since the recent

elections in Taiwan prompting China to accuse the U.S.

of "trouble and provocation."

Chinese Defence Ministry condemned the U.S. actions,

stating that American warships and planes had

engaged in provocative activities near China's waters

and airspace. The U.S. Navy defended its actions with

the usual responds by asserting that the transit was

beyond the territorial sea of any coastal state.

Amidst the tensions, China issued a stern warning to

the U.S., urging it to cease dangerous provocations to

avoid maritime and air accidents, emphasizing that the

root cause of maritime and air security issues between

China and the U.S. was the American military's

harassment and provocations near China's borders.

The ministry further announced that China's military

would continue organizing military operations around
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the Taiwan Strait regularly, with analysts anticipating

increased drills in the lead-up to Taiwan President-

elect William Lai's inauguration in May. [Chinese

Defence Ministry] [Global Times] [Reuters]

U.S. House Committee targets Chinese

trade fraud amidst concerns of

manufacturing impact

(ms) In a renewed effort to combat alleged trade fraud

by Chinese companies, the U.S. House Select

Committee on the Chinese Communist Party has

raised concerns about impact of tariff evasion of

American manufacturers.

The committee's push comes in the wake of a recent

federal raid on the U.S. subsidiary of Chinese

automotive industry supplier Qingdao Sunsong,

situated in Ohio. The committee contends that tariff

evasion practices by Chinese companies, exemplified

by Qingdao Sunsong, undermine American

manufacturing and disrupt fair trade practices.

The committee points to Qingdao Sunsong's

outsourcing of processing to Thailand, alleging that it

added between 4 to 8 percent of the declared value of

assembly between 2019 and 2021. This, the committee

argues, falls below the substantial transformation

threshold used to determine the origin of goods

produced in multiple countries.

In a letter to Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro

Mayorkas, the committee accused Qingdao Sunsong of

evading U.S. tariffs by trans-shipping products through

Thailand, thus entering the U.S. under the guise of

being Thai-made goods.

Analysts argue that detailed investigations are

necessary to determine whether substantial

transformation has taken place, as the lack of precision

in rules determining fraud, especially in identifying the

origin of products, poses challenges in proving

violations.

In recent years, Chinese manufacturers have faced

accusations of shipping products through countries

without additional tariffs, exploiting loopholes in the

complex process of determining substantial

transformation.

While the Biden administration has maintained tariffs

imposed by the previous administration, the ongoing

four-year review of these tariffs remains a point of

contention. Critics argue that the lack of standardized
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thresholds in the rules makes them prone to

manipulation, further emphasizing the need for robust

investigations to establish trade violations. [AXIOS]

[South China Morning Post]

China and France celebrate 60 years of

diplomatic ties amid growing trade

tensions

(ms) Chinese President Xi Jinping and his French

counterpart Emmanuel Macron marked the 60th

anniversary of diplomatic relations between their

countries in video speeches on January 25. Xi urged

joint efforts to advocate for an equal and orderly

multipolar world and economic globalization amid

global trade fragmentation.

Despite the two leaders pledging cooperation on

global challenges, trade tensions between China and

France have heightened, with Paris initiating an EU

investigation into China's electric vehicle sector.

Simultaneously, Beijing retaliated by probing subsidies

in the French brandy industry, adversely affecting the

sales of cognac in China. These developments occurred

within the broader context of strained geopolitical

relations, as Paris spearheads an EU investigation into

Chinese industrial subsidies, while France remains

resistant to certain aspects of the EU's economic

security strategy, advocating for a multipolar world.

Speculation arises about Xi’s potential visit to Paris this

spring, marking his first European trip since the

pandemic. Meanwhile, Macron, currently on a state

visit to India, seeks to strengthen military ties with New

Delhi.

The leaders emphasized the importance of cultural

and people-to-people exchanges, with the China-

France Year of Culture and Tourism and the Paris

Olympic Games serving as opportunities for closer ties.

[FMPRC] [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

China-UK: British businessman convicted

of espionage in China raises concerns

among foreign firms

(ms) During its regular press conference, the Chinese

Foreign Ministry on January 26, officially acknowledged

that Ian J. Stones, a British businessperson with over
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40 years of experience in China, had been sentenced

to five years in prison in 2022 on charges of espionage.

The revelation came after The Wall Street Journal

reported a day before that Stones, aged around 70,

had vanished from public view in 2018 after being

picked up by state security agents (see full report).

The Foreign Ministry stated that Stones was convicted

of providing intelligence to "external forces," but

specifics about the charges were not disclosed. The

case underscores the growing challenges faced by

foreign executives and professionals operating in

China under China's national security laws.

Stones, whose career included stints at General Motors

and Pfizer, is said to have appealed his conviction in

2022, but the court upheld the ruling in September

2023. The case remained unknown until recently,

fueling concerns among foreign communities about

arbitrary detentions and the broad reach of China's

national security law.

The updated anti-espionage law, which took effect in

July 2023 (see AiR No. 27, July/2023, 1), which has

heightened worries among foreign businesses,

regarding the work with data and information, that

might be categorized as sensitive, due to vague

formulation of the law and the strengthening of the

powers of the security authorities within it. Last year,

raids on the offices of foreign companies and

consultancies added to the unease within the business

community (see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2). This led the

British government's travel advisory to issue travel

warnings of the risk of arbitrary detention in China,

emphasizing the law's broad discretion.

While Stones' imprisonment was officially confirmed by

Beijing, the UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and

Development Office declined to comment on the case.

Observers, including legal experts, view the case as

emblematic of the challenges foreigners face within

China's opaque criminal justice system, where

accusations of espionage can lead to lengthy

sentences without clear evidence.

The case has prompted foreign business organizations

and governments to call for greater clarity on the

boundaries defined by China's anti-espionage law, with

fears mounting over the safety and rights of foreign

nationals operating in the country. [Associated Press]

[Financial Times] [FMPRC] [The Independent]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jid/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-jik/


China-Germany: Majority of German firms

plan to stay in China in coming years

(ms) A recent survey conducted by the German

Chamber of Commerce in China (see full report) shows

that despite the fact that twice as many surveyed

companies plan to leave the country in comparison to

four years ago, a clear majority is committed to stay in

China despite economic issues the country is facing

and western calls to de-risk from the country.

Regarding the perception of the economic

development of China, 83 percent of respondents

acknowledge a current downward trajectory in China's

economy, however, 64 percent view this as a

temporary slowdown, predicting a rebound within the

next 1-3 years, and even 78 percent anticipate

consistent growth over the next five years.

An overarching theme is the complex relationship

between German companies and China's economic

landscape. The report shows that 9 percent of German

firms surveyed are either leaving or considering an exit

from the Chinese market more than twice as many

some years ago. This shift is attributed to heightened

competition, unequal market access, economic

headwinds, and geopolitical risks. Paradoxically, 54

percent of these firms plan to increase investments in

China, indicating a belief in the market's long-term

potential.

The anticipation of Chinese companies spearheading

innovation within five years emerges as a common

thread with over half of German companies believe

Chinese competitors are either current or future

leaders in innovation. This sentiment extends to

specific sectors, with Chinese firms seen as leaders in

consumer goods, services, and automotive industries,

which pose a major reason for the majority tendency

to remain in China as they see it as a necessity to

remain competitive.

Despite acknowledging challenges such as increased

competition, regulatory hurdles, and the rise of

Chinese innovators, German companies display

resilience and confidence in China's long-term growth

potential. This is contrary to the position of both the

German government and the EU, which, in the person

of Commission President Ursula von der Leyen among

others, is advocating for a "de-risking" of

European/German relations with China in order to

avoid dependencies and the associated risks, as was

seen in the wake of Russia's war of aggression against

Ukraine and the subsequent problems of decoupling

from Russian fossil fuels (see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1).

[Caixin Global] [China Daily] [Reuters] [Yicai Global]
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Italian financial police bust USD 2 billion

tax fraud scheme involving Chinese

shadow banks

(ms) Italy’s financial police have dismantled a criminal

ring, uncovering a tax fraud scheme exceeding USD 2

billion, involving Chinese shadow bankers. The

operation exposed a network facilitating tax evasion by

Italian companies through the use of Chinese

underground banking.

The Guardia di Finanza, the Italian law enforcement

agency under the authority of the Minister of Economy

and Finance, seized 140 companies and and began

investigations into 85 individuals, primarily Chinese

nationals, over alleged involvement in the illicit

activities.

This discovery is part of a broader crackdown on

Chinese underground banking's role in Italy, with

previous operations exposing links to organized crime,

including the powerful "Ndrangheta" mafia group. In

May, 130 members of the mafia were arrested for

utilizing Chinese money brokers in a USD 24 million

cocaine trafficking operation.

The fraudulent scheme involved false invoices issued

by companies, specifying Italian bank accounts for

payments. Simultaneously, the same amount was

transferred to Chinese bank accounts, falsely labeled

as payments for non-existent imports. The funds were

then funneled back to Italy through shadow banking

channels, completing the money laundering cycle.

Italian authorities are escalating efforts to combat such

financial crimes, seizing assets worth millions, freezing

bank accounts, and targeting individuals implicated in

these activities. [Anadolu Ajansi] [Reuters]

China and Uzbekistan elevate strategic

partnership

(yq) China and Uzbekistan upgraded their diplomatic

ties to an "all-weather comprehensive strategic

partnership," on January 24 during a meeting between

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Uzbek President

Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Beijing.

The partnership focuses on cooperation across various

sectors, notably in sustainable energy and

infrastructure.
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A key project under this new alliance is the China-

Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway, envisioned to create a

new trade corridor between China and Europe,

bypassing Russia. This development is particularly

significant in the wake of geopolitical changes following

the Ukraine crisis and sanctions on Russia.

While the railway project promises to reshape Central

Asian trade dynamics, details regarding its financing,

technicalities, and route remain to be finalized.

The partnership between China and Uzbekistan

demonstrates China's growing influence in Central Asia

and its strategic move to develop alternative trade

routes. [Reuters] [Foreign Ministry, China, in Chinese]

North Korea bolsters ties with China by

welcoming Vice-Foreign Minister

(ms) North Korea has welcomed a delegation led by

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Sun Weidong on January

25, aiming to fortify ties with Beijing amidst escalating

tensions with the United States.

The North Korean Central News Agency emphasized

the regime's commitment to strengthening regional

partnerships. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has

been actively seeking collaboration with China and

Russia to bolster his international standing and

counterbalance increasing isolation from Western

powers.

The current visit builds on recent high-level discussions

between Sun and North Korean Vice Foreign Minister

Pak Myong Ho in Beijing last December, where they

explored avenues to enhance bilateral cooperation on

shared interests [see AiR No. 51, December/2023, 3].

As North Korea's key ally and economic supporter,

China plays a pivotal role in Kim's bid to revitalize the

country's economy amid enduring challenges,

including U.S.-led sanctions. [Associated Press] [VOA

News]

China and Singapore introduce 30-day

visa-free travel to strengthen ties

(ms) China and Singapore have officially implemented

a reciprocal visa exemption agreement, allowing

citizens of both nations to enjoy 30-day visa-free travel

between them.
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The agreement, initially proposed at the 19th Joint

Council for Bilateral Cooperation in December, was

formally signed on January 25 and will be in effect from

February 9, aligning with the eve of the Chinese New

Year.

Under this arrangement, holders of ordinary passports

from both countries can enter each other's territory for

business, tourism, family visits, or private matters

without a visa. The move aims to facilitate greater

"people-to-people exchanges," as stated by

Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong.

The Singapore Immigration and Checkpoints Authority

(ICA) clarified that for visits exceeding 30 days,

extension applications can be made online.

The visa exemption is expected to boost tourism,

business travel, and cultural exchanges between the

two nations. Both governments expressed optimism

about the positive impact on mutual understanding

and economic opportunities. As the visa-free

arrangement takes effect, Singapore's Ambassador to

China, Peter Tan, and Chinese officials exchanged

diplomatic notes, solidifying the commitment to

strengthen bilateral relations through enhanced travel

facilitation. [Channel News Asia] [South China Morning

Post]

China-Vatican: Pope-appointed Bishop

ordained in China signals potential

improvement of strained relations

(ms) On January 25, in a move potentially signaling

improved ties, Pope Francis' nominee, Father Taddeo

Wang Yuesheng, was ordained as the bishop of

Zhengzhou, China. The move marks the sixth

appointment under a 2018 Vatican-Beijing accord on

bishop nominations.

The accord grants the Pope final say on appointments

after local consultations, though recent unilateral

decisions by China have sparked criticism. Critics,

especially conservative Catholics, view the agreement

as a compromise with China, while the Vatican sees it

as a necessary step for dialogue.

The backdrop to this diplomatic and religious

balancing act is China's "Sinicisation" policy, aiming to

diminish foreign influences through the medium of

religion and to ensure loyalty to the Communist Party

within religious organizations.
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Recent exchanges, such as Cardinal Stephen Chow's

visit to Beijing and Bishop Joseph Li Shan's visit to

Hong Kong, point to a possible warming of relations

after the unilateral appointments of bishops by China,

much to the displeasure of the Catholic Church. The

participation of Chinese bishops in the Synod on the

Future of the Church and the encouragement of

Chinese Catholics by Pope Francis during his trip to

Mongolia indicated interest on the Catholic side to re-

engage with each another, and the appointment of

their nominee could possibly indicate that this interest

is also shared, at least in part, by the Chinese

government. [Aleteia] [Reuters]

Chinese defense ministry describes India's

border stance “unwise and inappropriate"

(ms) In a press briefing on January 25, the Chinese

defense ministry addressed the ongoing border

tensions between China and India, asserting that the

issue is a historical remnant and not representative of

the entirety of Sino-Indian relations.

The ministry continued with criticizing India's

approach, deeming it "unwise and inappropriate" for

India to link the border situation with broader bilateral

relations. This statement follows remarks from a

senior Indian official who suggested that India might

ease scrutiny of Chinese investments if the border

situation remains calm.

The Defense Ministry reacted additionally on India's

claims, particularly addressing statements by India's

External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,

who accused China of violating bilateral consensus in

2020, triggering the Galwan Valley conflict. China

argued that the Galwan Valley is on the Chinese side of

the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and blamed India for

unilateral provocations, highlighting ongoing

communication and coordination between the two

nations and citing 20 rounds of Corps Commander

Level Meetings and agreements to disengage at

various points along the border.

Additionally, the ministry emphasized that India's

attempt to link the boundary issue with overall

relations goes against the shared interests of both

countries. He urged India to collaborate with China,

enhance mutual trust, handle differences

diplomatically, and work towards maintaining peace in

the border areas.

During the press briefing no details about the next

Corps Commander Level Meeting were shared but it
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was assured that information would be released in due

course. [Chinese Defense Ministry] [Reuters]

Indian Foreign Secretary embarks on

three-day visit to Bhutan

(fd) Indian Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra on January

29 embarked on a three-day visit to Bhutan, marking

the first high-level visit to India’s neighboring country

since the election there of Prime Minister Tshering

Tobgay. The visit will focus on bilateral ties, meetings

with Bhutanese leaders, and discussions on key topics,

including the Gelephu mega 'Mindfulness City' project

and progress on border talks with China. [Hindustan

Times] [The Hindu]

In November last year, Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar

Namgyel Wangchuck completed an eight-day visit to

India amid renewed efforts by Bhutan and China to

resolve their longstanding boundary dispute. This

development was closely monitored by New Delhi due

to its potential security implications, particularly in the

Doklam tri-junction area.

Possible Indian interference in Canadian

elections under investigation

(lm) An independent commission in Canada,

established to investigate alleged foreign interference

in the country, has requested information from the

Canadian government regarding possible meddling in

Canadian elections by India. The commission was

created by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's government

to conduct an inquiry into foreign interference in

Canadian affairs, following reports of alleged Chinese

attempts to influence elections. [The Hindu]

The commission, led by Quebec Judge Marie-Josee

Hogue, is tasked with investigating allegations of

foreign interference by countries such as China, Russia,

and others. It aims to complete an interim report by

May 3 and deliver its final report by the end of the

year.

Diplomatic tensions between India and Canada have

escalated in recent months, partly due to Canada's

allegations linking Indian agents to the murder of Sikh

separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British Columbia.

India has denied these allegations, and no one has

been charged in connection with the killing.
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India rolls out red carpet for France’s

Macron as nations tighten defense ties

(lm) French President Emmanuel Macron concluded a

two-day state visit to India last week, aimed at

solidifying the defense and strategic ties between the

two nations. During his visit, Macron visited Jaipur, the

capital of Rajasthan, where he toured historical sites

and engaged in a roadshow. Subsequently, he held

discussions with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

in New Delhi and participated in India's 75th Republic

Day celebrations as the chief guest. [Reuters]

This marks Macron's third visit to India as president

and the sixth time a French leader has been invited as

a guest of honor at India's Republic Day festivities.

Two countries agreed to collaborate on the joint

production of defense equipment, including

helicopters and submarines for the Indian armed

forces, as well as production for friendly countries. The

two leaders also discussed expanding bilateral ties in

various areas, including defense production, nuclear

energy, space research, and the use of artificial

intelligence for public services.

Furthermore, India's Tata Group and Europe's Airbus

signed an agreement to manufacture civilian

helicopters together. Tata and Airbus are already

cooperating on making the C-295 transport aircraft,

and this new partnership aims to produce H125

helicopters with a significant local component. The

machines produced will also be exported to some of

India's neighboring countries. [Al Jazeera]

Germany officially submits proposal to

India for sale of six advanced submarines

(fd/lm) Germany has submitted a formal government-

to-government proposal to India for the sale of six

advanced conventional submarines under the Navy's

Project 75I procurement program. Although the

specific details of the proposal remain undisclosed, the

deal is estimated to be valued at approximately USD 6

billion USD. [The Hindu]

The discussions surrounding this submarine deal have

been ongoing for some time, with high-level talks

taking place during the visit of German Defence

Minister Boris Pistorius to India in June last year.

During this visit, Minister Pistorius strongly advocated

for the bid by Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems (TKMS), a

German shipbuilding company, in discussions with
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India's Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. The German

Defence Minister emphasized the potential of this

submarine deal to become a "flagship project"

between the two nations. [AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1]

The Project 75I procurement program is a vital part of

India's naval modernization efforts. It aims to acquire

six advanced conventional submarines through

strategic partnerships with foreign manufacturers,

allowing for technology transfer and local production.

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), in

partnership with Larsen & Toubro (L&T), has been

shortlisted as one of the Indian shipyards to

collaborate with foreign submarine manufacturers for

this project.

Canada 'working back toward a healthier

relationship' with India, top Prime

Minister Trudeau adviser says

(fd/lm) Canada is working towards improving its

diplomatic relationship with India following months of

strained ties due to allegations made by Canadian

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau regarding the murder of

a Sikh leader in British Columbia, according to the

country’s outgoing national security and intelligence

adviser, Jody Thomas.

The murder case, which has led to tensions between

the two countries, is currently under investigation by

the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The situation

escalated when India forcefully rejected the allegations

and temporarily suspended visa services in Canada,

leading to the departure of 41 Canadian diplomats

from India. [Economic Times] [CBC]

India has not told its defence personnel to

pull out from The Maldives

(aa) Indian Navy Chief Admiral R. Hari Kumar has

stated that the Indian government has not instructed

its defense personnel to withdraw from the Maldives,

despite a request from the Maldives government that

calls for withdrawal of the troops from the island

nation by March 15. Around 80 Indian soldiers are

currently stationed in the Maldives to provide support

for military equipment and humanitarian activities.

[Reuters]

The relationship between India and the Maldives has

been strained since Maldives President Mohamed
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Muizzu's election win, where he pledged to end the

"India First" policy and called for the withdrawal of

Indian troops by March 15 [see AiR No. 3,

January/2024, 3]. Additionally, derogatory comments

about Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi were

made by three Maldivian deputy ministers on social

media, further complicating the situation. [see AiR AiR

No. 2, January/2024, 2].

Indonesia pursuing trade deal with the EU

to compete with Vietnam in the footwear

market

(jb) Indonesia is actively pursuing a trade deal with the

European Union (EU) to compete with Vietnam in the

footwear market.

Chief Economic Affairs Minister Airlangga Hartarto

highlighted the urgency during the Investor Daily

Roundtable, citing the existing EU-Vietnam Free Trade

Agreement (EVFTA) that grants Vietnam zero import

duties for most manufactured goods, including

footwear.

Indonesia faces a 20 percent import duty when

exporting to Europe and the US, putting it at a

disadvantage against Vietnamese competitors.

Indonesia's ongoing negotiations for a Comprehensive

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with the EU

aim to enhance market access and level the playing

field in crucial sectors like footwear. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia and Norway to forge satellite

cooperation for blue economy

(jb) Indonesia's Minister of Maritime Affairs and

Fisheries, Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, has embarked on

discussions with Norwegian satellite company,

Kongsberg Satellite Service (KSAT), to enhance

technological collaboration aimed at advancing the

nation's blue economy initiatives.

Highlighting KSAT's expertise in earth observation

satellite technology and maritime surveillance,

Trenggono emphasized the potential for leveraging

these capabilities in combating illegal maritime

activities. Furthermore, he underscored the

significance of environmental surveillance for early

detection of marine pollution threats, algae blooms,

and aquaculture monitoring.
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Expressing optimism about the synergies between

Indonesian and Norwegian technologies, Trenggono

stressed the prospect of reinforcing ongoing initiatives

within the Ministry. Harald Aaro, Executive Vice

President for Space & Surveillance at Kongsberg

Defence & Aerospace, echoed this sentiment, citing the

company's successful partnerships with over 21

countries in maritime and fisheries sectors.

The collaboration aligns with Indonesia's broader blue

economy agenda, encompassing marine conservation,

sustainable fishing policies, aquaculture development,

coastal management, and plastic waste mitigation,

with the aim of fostering ecological sustainability and

economic prosperity. [Tempo.co]

Australia proposes collaboration with

Indonesia, elevate standards in the

resource sector

(jb) Australian Assistant Minister for Trade Tim Ayres

has proposed collaboration with Indonesia to elevate

environmental and labor standards in the resource

sector, particularly nickel, amidst a significant drop in

its price.

Addressing a forum in Jakarta, Ayres emphasized the

mutual interest in both nations, possessing the world's

largest nickel reserves crucial for electric vehicles and

highlighted Indonesia's eagerness to align with

Australia on Environmental, Social, and Governance

(ESG) principles.

Despite Ayres downplaying the visit's focus on nickel,

concerns arise as Australian Minister Madeleine King

stressed the need to ensure fair global competition for

ESG-compliant Australian nickel.

Australia aims to fortify economic ties with Southeast

Asia, focusing on ESG standards in Indonesia's

resources sector. [Jakarta Globe]

The attendance of the forum was part of Ayres’ two-

day visit to Indonesia last week, which also saw a

meeting with Indonesian Vice Minister of Foreign

Affairs Pahala Nugraha on January 26.

During the meeting Nugraha called for a more

balanced trade between the two countries, suggesting

a reduction of non-tariff barriers for Indonesian

commodities, such as fishery and fruit products. He

also welcomed deepening bilateral cooperation in

critical minerals and energy sectors and in advancing
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energy transition to achieve net-zero emissions

targets.

Ayres, for his part, reaffirmed Australia’s commitment

to strengthening economic engagement in Southeast

Asia, citing various priority sectors, such as food and

agriculture, green energy, infrastructure, the digital

economy, health, and education. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Indonesia]

Indonesia and Venezuela sign MOU to

boost collaboration in oil and gas sector

(jb) Strengthening economic ties, Indonesia's Minister

of Energy and Mineral Resources Y.M. Arifin Tasrif and

Venezuela's Minister of Petroleum Pedo Rafael

Tellechea signed a Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) to boost collaboration in the oil and gas sector.

The agreement, inked at the Petróleos de Venezuela

(PDVSA) headquarters, focuses on enhancing bilateral

investment and exploring offshore gas licensing

opportunities.

Minister Tasrif emphasized the economic impact of

energy cooperation, aiming to bolster South-South

Cooperation. Venezuelan President of PDVSA, Rafael

Tellechea, sees this as a strategic move to expand

Venezuela's presence in the Asian market.

The Indonesian delegation, led by Minister Tasrif,

anticipates improved trade relations following the

recent U.S. oil trade sanctions lift on Venezuela.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia]

US, Indonesia celebrate milestones in

strengthening civil society and

collaborative governance

(jb) The United States, in partnership with the Ministry

of Law and Human Rights and the National Agency for

Development Planning in Indonesia, marked the

successful conclusion of the USAID-MADANI Civil

Society Support Initiative on January 25.

Launched in 2019, the program has significantly

empowered civil society organizations (CSOs) across six

Indonesian provinces, fostering transparent

governance and community harmony.
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USAID Deputy Mission Director Erin Nicholson

expressed pride in the joint efforts to fortify

Indonesia's civil society, emphasizing the importance

of fostering a diverse, just, and tolerant democracy.

The USAID-MADANI initiative facilitated robust

collaborations between local governments, CSOs, and

partners, enhancing the foundations of collaborative

governance.

Hantor Situmorang from the Ministry of Law and

Human Rights highlighted MADANI's alignment with

the mission to reinforce government accountability

and social diversity. Notable successes include 115

agreements valued at over USD 1.2 million, with CSO

partners championing improved primary health and

education services.

USAID's impact also extended to health services,

benefiting approximately 12,000 individuals,

particularly pregnant women, across 15 districts. [US

Embassy and Consulates in Indonesia]

Japan and Indonesia commit to removing

trade barriers, enhancing collaboration

under updated agreement

(jb) Japan and Indonesia have committed to removing

trade barriers and enhancing collaboration with an

amendment to the Indonesia-Japan Economic

Partnership Agreement (IJEPA), per a statement from

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi.

The decision follows a bilateral meeting between

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Indonesian

President Joko Widodo in Tokyo on December 16,

2023.

Under the amended IJEPA, Japan plans to lift tariffs on

processed Indonesian fishery goods, and both nations

will broaden access to their banking sectors. Japan will

continue investing in key infrastructure projects,

including transport, energy, and environmental

initiatives.

Additionally, both countries are set to promote digital

trade through a dedicated chapter in the amended

agreement, fostering cross-border information

transfers and prohibiting source code disclosure

[ASEAN Briefing]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-juy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-juy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-juj/


Indonesia collaborating with Germany to

combat land and sea degradation

(jb) Indonesia's National Development Planning Agency

(Bappenas) is collaborating with Germany's Ministry of

Environment to combat land and sea degradation

through the SOLUSI program, according to Tempo.co.

Focused on pilot areas in Central Java, Bangka Belitung

Islands, and Central Sulawesi, SOLUSI aims to

implement green and blue economies, enhancing

biodiversity, low-carbon development, and climate

resilience.

With Indonesia's rich biodiversity facing challenges

from climate change, the integrated approach

prioritizes sustainable development. The program will

bolster spatial planning, sustainable business models,

ecotourism, and waste management.

Bappenas emphasizes SOLUSI's crucial role in realizing

Indonesia's Vision 2045 for a sovereign, advanced, and

sustainable archipelago in collaboration with various

stakeholders. [Tempo.co]

Tanzania’s President embarks on visit to

Indonesia

(jb) Tanzania's President Samia Suluhu Hassan

embarked on a three-day visit to Indonesia last week,

aiming to fortify bilateral ties between the two nations.

The vivit followed Indonesian President Joko Widodo's

visit to Tanzania in August 2023, which resulted in

seven key agreements spanning defense, energy,

agriculture, and more, President Samia sought to

deepen cooperation in investment, agriculture, and

education.

Tanzania and Indonesia inked four Memorandums of

Understanding (MoUs) on diplomatic capacity building

cooperation, agriculture, and the mineral and blue

economy.

President Samia highlighted Tanzania's eagerness to

engage in the upcoming Indonesia-Tanzania business

and investment forum, showcasing the East African

nation's investment potential. [Business Insider Africa]

The leaders also reaffirmed their dedication to

environmental conservation through initiatives such as

tree planting and promoting access to clean cooking

fuels. [Daily News] [Tempo.co] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia] [Antara News]
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Indonesia works with South Korea to

foster innovation-based partnerships

(jb) Indonesia's Ministry of National Development

Planning has joined forces with the Korea Industry

Intelligence Association (KOIIA) and entered a

memorandum of understanding (MoU), signed in

Jakarta on January 23, 2024. The MOU focuses on

fostering innovation-based partnerships to drive

Indonesia's economic evolution.

The partnership emphasizes technology, expertise

transfer, and research commercialization, envisioning

accelerated development in line with the 2045 Golden

Indonesia vision.

The collaboration, aligns with the 2025-2045 Long-

Term National Development Plans, specifically targets

the manufacturing sector, aiming for a 28 percent

contribution to the GDP.  [Antara News]

South Korea’s KT&G Scholarship

Foundation inks MOU with Indonesian

agency

(jb) The South Korean KT&G Scholarship Foundation

has inked a memorandum of understanding (MOU)

with the Industrial Human Resources Development

Agency (BPSDMI) of the Indonesian Ministry of

Industry.

This collaboration aims to provide educational

opportunities to Indonesian college students, with

around 130 recipients receiving scholarships totaling

approximately Rp 450 million.

Established in 2008, KT&G Scholarship Foundation

supports socially disadvantaged students. Since 2018 it

has provided assistance to over 930 students in

Indonesia. [Macau Business]

Indonesia and US sign landmark

agreement in support of Indonesia’s

forestry and land use goals

(jb) Indonesia and the United States signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) supporting

Indonesia's Forest and Land Use (FOLU) Net Sink 2030

plan.
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The MOU, signed by United States Forest Service

(USFS) Chief Randy Moore and Indonesian

Environment and Forestry (KLHK) Minister Siti Nurbaya

Bakar in Jakarta on January 23, emphasizes

collaborative efforts in sustainable forest

management, forest carbon governance, fire control,

and education.

The partnership leverages the USFS's expertise to

enhance Indonesia's capabilities, aligning with global

initiatives to combat climate change. The agreement

also prioritizes education and training, aiming for

inclusive and widespread benefits from sustainable

forest management. [US Embassy and Consulates in

Indonesia]

Indonesia shipyard advances key defence

collaboration with  Philippine Navy

(jb) Indonesia's state-owned shipbuilder, PT PAL

Indonesia, marked a significant milestone with the keel

laying and first steel cutting ceremonies for the

Philippine Navy's future 124-metre Landing Platform

Docks (LPD) at its Surabaya facility.

The event, attended by officials from both nations,

including Philippine Navy Vice Commander RADM

Caesar Bernard N Valencia, signifies a robust

collaboration in maritime defense.

The LPDs, set for delivery in 2026, boast a length of

124 meters, 21.8 meters width, and a standard

displacement of 7,200 tons. With a focus on versatility,

they can conduct various military and non-military

operations, enhancing regional security.

In addition to the Philippine project, PT PAL is engaged

in major defense contracts, including building an LPD

for the UAE Navy and refurbishing Indonesian Navy

warships. The shipyard is also poised to resume the

submarine construction program for the Indonesian

Navy. [Naval News]

Indonesia, Timor Leste strengthen

cooperation in various sectors

(yr) The Timor-Leste government, through State

Secretary for Local Development Mateus Wilfredus dos

Santos Tallo, expressed interest in studying the village

empowerment model implemented by Indonesia.
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This was conveyed in a meeting with the Minister of

Villages, Development of Disadvantaged Regions and

Indonesian Transmigration, Abdul Halim Iskandar, on

January 23.

The focus is on the use of village funds, which have

succeeded in raising the status of 11,456 villages to

become independent and 23,035 villages to become

developed. [Indonesian Ministry of Villages,

Development of Disadvantaged Regions and

Indonesian Transmigration, in Indonesian] [Antara 1]

Meanwhile, on January 26, Indonesian President Joko

Widodo and Timor-Leste Prime Minister Xanana

Gusmao, agreed to complete border negotiations and

strengthen information technology cooperation.

The two leaders also agreed to reactivate the joint

border management committee and infrastructure

projects managed by Indonesian state-owned

enterprises in Timor Leste.

They also witnessed the signing of an MoU on

information technology cooperation, including fiber

optic investment plans. [Indonesian Secretariat of

President, in Indonesian] [Antara 2]

Japanese, South Korean foreign ministers

hold phone talk

(sh) On January 23, Japan's Minister for Foreign Affairs

Kamikawa Yoko engaged in a 35-minute phone

conversation with her South Korean counterpart Cho

Tae-yul.  

The ministers discussed recent bilateral developments

and international cooperation, emphasizing close

communication.

Both expressed concern over North Korea's activities

and affirmed the necessity for coordinated efforts

among Japan, South Korea, and the United States.

Kamikawa expressed appreciation of South Korea's

ongoing support on abduction issues.  [MOFA]

Japanese business leaders seek

cooperation with China

(sh) January 25, a delegation of about 200 Japanese

business leaders and CEOs visited China, marking their

first trip since 2019. This effort reflects a bid to

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tlh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-tlk/


strengthen economic ties amid geopolitical challenges

that have strained Japan-China relations. 

Notably, representatives from the influential

Keidanren, known as the Japan Business Federation,

and the Japan-China Economic Association met with

Chinese Premier Li Qiang during this visit.

During a meeting between Chinese Premier Li and

Japanese business leaders discussed the crucial state

of China-Japan relations. Chinese Premier Li pledged to

improve business conditions for foreign companies in

China, emphasizing the deep integration of their

economies and China’s willingness to cooperate with

Japan in various areas such as technological

innovation, digital economy, green development, and

elderly care.

The Japanese delegation raised concerns about the

seafood import ban, Fukushima water release, and

increased personnel risks. The delegation also

addressed the impact of the China-U.S. rivalry, visa

requirements, and cooperation on decarbonization

and aging society issues.

Chinese officials cautioned against joining U.S.-led

moves to exclude China from global supply chains.

[Mainichi]

The delegation's move comes after a meeting between

Japanese Prime Minister Kishida and Chinese President

Xi Jinping in November, where both leaders expressed

the intent to pursue beneficial relations. As part of

these efforts, the renewed engagement between

business leaders signifies an effort to navigate

economic complexities and enhance cooperation amid

the evolving dynamics between Japan and China.

[Reuters]

Japan, Turkmenistan to deepen

cooperation

(sh) On January 23, Japan and Turkmenistan

strengthened their bilateral ties during a meeting

between Foreign Minister Kamikawa and

Turkmenistan's Foreign Minister Meredov. The signing

of the Cooperation Program for 2024-2026 highlights

their commitment to collaboration.

Japan sees Turkmenistan as a crucial partner in natural

resources and decarbonization efforts, aiming to

enhance economic relations and support

Turkmenistan's industrial diversification through large-

scale projects. Both nations expressed satisfaction with
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the progress of economic cooperation, including

agreements on the Tax Convention and a

Memorandum of Cooperation in decarbonization.

[MOFA]

Additionally, the signing of a memorandum of

understanding involving Kawasaki Heavy Industries

and Itochu Corp underscores joint efforts on a major

project utilizing Turkmenistan's natural resources,

aligning with Japan's strategy to counter regional

influences.

The collaboration aims to introduce Japanese

technologies related to environmentally friendly fuels

like hydrogen and ammonia, contributing to

Turkmenistan's decarbonization process.

This diplomatic and economic cooperation

underscores Japan's broader engagement in Central

Asia, especially in environmental initiatives. [Aki Press]

[Japan Times]

Japan-US: Agreement on AI tech

concluded

(sh) On January 28, Japan and the United States have

embarked on joint research in artificial intelligence (AI)

with the aim of integrating the technology into drones

that will complement Japan's next-generation fighter

jet, to be developed in collaboration with Britain and

Italy by 2035 (see article in this edition).

Although the U.S. is not directly involved in the three-

nation fighter jet project, it has actively sought

enhanced defense cooperation with Japan, particularly

in autonomous systems capabilities.

The objective of the collaborative AI study is to

transform aerial combat through the fusion of cutting-

edge AI and machine learning with advanced

unmanned air vehicles.

This move came against the backdrop of Japan facing

heightened security challenges, especially in response

to a more assertive China. [Kyodo news]

Date of Kishida’s visit to US set

(sh) On January 25, the White House announced that

U.S. President Joe Biden would host Japanese Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida for an official visit to the United

States on April 10.
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Discussions at the meeting are expected to focus on

"efforts to strengthen [...] political, security, economic,

and people-to-people ties" to improve Indo-Pacific

security.

The visit comes at a challenging time for both leaders,

who have low public approval ratings at home. Biden is

likely facing a close-fought November election against

Republican Donald Trump and Kishida is managing the

fallout from a fundraising scandal (see article in this

edition), economic difficulty and a major earthquake

this month. [Nikkei Asia]

Japan, Germany agree on deepening

military cooperation

(sh) On January 29, Japan and Germany have agreed to

deepen their defense ties by signing a military pact

aimed at bolstering exchanges of supplies and

logistical support. The Acquisition and Cross-Servicing

agreement (ACSA) was signed by Japanese Foreign

Minister Yoko Kamikawa and German Ambassador to

Japan Clemens von Goetze in Tokyo.

This pact streamlines the sharing of essential

resources like food, fuel, and ammunition between the

Japan Self-Defense Forces and the German military.

The bilateral accord also facilitates the use of each

country's facilities during joint exercises, contingent on

approval by Japan's parliament. [Kyodo News]

Leader of the Lao Front for National

Construction meets with China's top

legislator

(wn) Zhao Leji, Member of the Standing Committee of

the CPC Central Committee and Chairman of the NPC

Standing Committee, met on January 23 with Sinlavong

Khoutphaythoune, President of the Lao Front for

National Construction (LFNC), in Beijing.

During the meeting Zhao emphasized China's

commitment to building a “high-quality, high-level, and

high-standard China-Laos Community with a Shared

Future.”

Sinlavong, for his part, reiterated Laos' adherence to

the one-China principle and willingness to enhance

cooperation between the two countries. [Xinhua]
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Thailand promises to assist Laos in

ASEAN-related issues

(wn) Thailand's Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-

Nukara expressed readiness to support ASEAN chair

Laos in addressing the Myanmar crisis and other

issues within the ASEAN region.  

During talks with his Lao counterpart, Saleumxay

Kommasith, Parnpree shared Thailand's approach to

the crisis based on the five-point consensus and

highlighted the need to restore peace in Myanmar.

[Bangkok Post]  

Meanwhile, Thailand's vice minister for foreign affairs,

Sihasak Phuangketkeow, stated that Thailand wishes

for Myanmar's military, the Tatmadaw, to return to

ASEAN and engage in high-level dialogue. However, for

this to happen, the Tatmadaw must comply with the

five-point consensus. [Thaiger]

Extended Thailand-Laos railway to start

operations by April

(wn/lm) The Bangkok-Nong Khai train service operated

by the State Railway of Thailand will be extended to

reach Vientiane in April.

Trains will start operating from the Thanaleng station

in Laos to the new Khamsavath station in Vientiane

next month. The fare will be around 60 baht, and the

travel time will be approximately 20 minutes. Lao train

drivers will take over the SRT's Vientiane-bound trains

at the Nong Khai station to avoid legal issues.

Authorities from both Thailand and Laos are working

on immigration procedures to ensure passengers'

convenience, with document checks required only

once in either Nong Khai or Vientiane. [Vietnam Plus]

Laos-Thailand medical cooperation

deepened

(wn) Thailand and Laos have partnered together to

help infants with congenital heart defects. The first

infant underwent successful surgery in Thailand on

November 22, 2023, and 36 more surgeries are

scheduled throughout 2024.

The partnership involves the Thai Red Cross Society,

Chulalongkorn Hospital, and the Pediatric Cardiac
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Surgery Foundation, working with Laos’ Public Health

Ministry. Nong Khai Hospital provides free medical

treatment for infants in Laos with congenital heart

disease under a collaborative scheme. [The Laotian

Times]

Chinese-Mongolian relations boosted at

inter-parliamentary meeting

(ap) On January 24 the 5th session of the Regular

Meeting Mechanism between the State Great Khural of

Mongolia and the National People’s Congress of the

People’s Republic of China was held in Beijing, China.

Besides exploring ways to strengthen

interparliamentary cooperation, the two sides also

discussed bilateral cooperation in trade, economy,

green development and combating desertification, as

well as energy and border ports.  [Montsame] [Aki

Press]

Established under a Memorandum of Understanding in

2014, the inter-parliamentary session has been held

for the fifth time to deepen the bilateral relations

between China and Mongolia and strengthen their

cooperation.

Royal Commission of Inquiry an internal

matter of Malaysia, Singaporean foreign

ministry confirms

(ba) According to the Singaporean Ministry of Foreign

Affairs (MFA), the Royal Commission of Inquiry (RCI)

established by Malaysia to investigate matters

pertaining to the sovereignty case of Pedra

Branca/Batu Puteh, Middle Rocks, and South Ledge is

considered an internal matter of Malaysia.

This comes in response the decision of the Malaysian

Cabinet to set up the RCI to look into matters related

to the sovereignty of Batu Puteh, Middle Rocks, and

South Ledge. Chief Secretary to the Malaysian

Government Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali has stated that the

formation of the RCI aligns with the Commissions of

Enquiry Act 1950 (Act 119).

In 2008, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)

determined that Batu Puteh belonged to Singapore,

Middle Rocks to Malaysia, and South Ledge to the state

in the territorial waters where it is located. Malaysia
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sought an interpretation of the judgment from the ICJ

in 2017.

However, in 2018, the administration led by Dr.

Mahathir Mohamad chose to retract an application

aimed at challenging the International Court of

Justice's decision that granted legal jurisdiction of Batu

Puteh to Singapore. Last year, a dedicated task force,

established to scrutinize the case, discovered that

Mahathir might have erred in withdrawing the

application. During that period, then Attorney General

Idrus Harun characterized the decision to retract the

application as "inappropriate" and "improper." [Astro

Awani] [Free Malaysia Today]

Mongolia and Belarus discuss trade and

economic cooperation in Minsk

(ap) The 7th meeting of the joint Belarusian-Mongolian

intergovernmental commission on trade and economic

cooperation was held in Minsk, capital of Belarus on

January 25.

Minister of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry of

Mongolia Bolorchuluun Hayangaa who co-chaired the

commission on trade and economic cooperation, said

that Mongolia is willing to develop mutually beneficial

cooperation with Belarus. As some of the most

promising areas of development he named agriculture,

education, infrastructure, and transport.

On the sidelines of the meeting an agreement

cooperation in the field of purebred livestock was

signed. [Aki Press] [Montsame]

Ministers of foreign affairs of Mongolia

and Ukraine discuss bilateral ties

(ap) Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Dmytro

Kuleba discussed with Minister of Foreign Affairs of

Mongolia Battsetseg Batmunkh the development of

the bilateral relations and Ukranian President Vladimir

Zelensky’s preparation of Peace Formula and Global

Peace Summit.

Both sides also agreed to resume the process of visa

facilitation. [Ukranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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Nepal, Germany sign financial and

technical cooperation agreements

(lm) Nepal and Germany have signed financial and

technical cooperation agreements for a grant of EUR

56 million (around USD 60.9 million). The agreements

were signed by Shreekrishna Nepal, Joint Secretary at

the Ministry of Finance, and Thomas Prinz, the German

Ambassador to Nepal, representing their respective

governments. [The Kathmandu Post]

The financial cooperation agreement aims to support

the expansion of energy transmission lines, promote

solar energy, enhance gender equality, and improve

maternal and childcare in remote areas of Nepal. The

technical cooperation agreement focuses on

supporting gender equality, social inclusion, local and

provincial economic development, renewable energy,

energy efficiency, quality infrastructure, and the health

sector strategy in Nepal.

Nepal-UK: President Poudel receives

annual report from Brigade of Gurkhas of

British Army

(lm) Lieutenant General Richard Wardlaw OBE, Colonel

Commandant of the Brigade of Gurkhas in the British

Army, presented the annual report of The Brigade of

Gurkhas to Nepal’s President Ram Chandra Poudel.

During the presentation, President Poudel emphasized

the shared goal of peace, stability, and freedom

between Nepal and the United Kingdom. He expressed

hope for a resolution to issues concerning former

British Gurkhas through ongoing diplomatic

discussions. [The Himalayan Times]

Pakistan alleges ‘Indian agents’ killed two

of its citizens

(lm) Pakistani Foreign Secretary Muhammad Syrus

Sajjad Qazi has accused India of being involved in the

killings of two Pakistani nationals on Pakistani soil,

citing "credible evidence." India rejected these

accusations, characterizing them as "false and

malicious anti-India propaganda." [CNN]

Muhammad Riaz was killed in Pakistan-administered

Kashmir in September 2023, and Shahid Latif was

killed in Sialkot, near Kashmir, a month later. Qazi

claimed that the killings were orchestrated by a

"sophisticated international set-up" spanning multiple
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locations. He also noted similarities with assassination

attempts in other countries. [Dhaka Tribune]

This incident follows allegations by Canada and the

United States, both of which separately accused Indian

agents of involvement in assassination attempts on

their soil. India has denied the Canadian allegations

and initiated an investigation into the US claims.

United States committed to ‘deepening’

trade, economic partnership with

Pakistan, envoy says

(lm) United States Ambassador Donald Blome

expressed Washington's commitment to strengthening

its trade and economic partnership with Pakistan

during his recent visit to Karachi Blome engaged with

Pakistani students, entrepreneurs, and business

leaders during his three-day visit, discussing private

sector-led sustainable economic growth and

opportunities for bilateral trade and investment. [Arab

News]

Despite recent strains in US-Pakistan relations, Blome

emphasized the importance of broadening and

deepening the economic partnership between the two

countries and supporting the next generation of

Pakistani business leaders. He also highlighted US-

funded programs aimed at promoting

entrepreneurship and innovation in Pakistan.

Gunmen kill nine Pakistani nationals in

southeastern Iran as both work to

normalize ties

(tj/lm) Nine Pakistani nationals were killed by

unidentified gunmen in the southeastern Iranian city

of Saravan in Sistan-Baluchistan province, near the

Pakistan border. Pakistan has strongly condemned the

attack, labeling it a "terrorist incident" and calling for

an immediate investigation to hold the perpetrators

accountable. [Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

Both countries faced rising tensions recently, as

Pakistan launched cross-border strikes against alleged

militant hideouts in Saravan, and Iran responded with

drone and missile attacks in Pakistan's Balochistan

province. Pakistan targeted the Baloch Liberation Front

and Baloch Liberation Army, while Iran claimed its

missiles hit Jaish al Adl (JAA) militants. These incidents
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caused casualties and led to ambassador recalls. [AiR

No. 4, January/2024, 4]

However, in a positive development, Pakistan and Iran

announced their decision to de-escalate tensions and

restore diplomatic relations. The return of

ambassadors and an upcoming visit by Iran's Foreign

Minister to Pakistan signal efforts to mend relations

and work towards greater cooperation in addressing

security challenges along their border. [Reuters]

[Dawn]

The Philippines, Vietnam sign deal on

South China Sea security

(lb) Vietnam and the Philippines have reached an

agreement to strengthen cooperation between their

coastguards and collaborate on preventing incidents in

the South China Sea. This announcement was made

during a state visit to Hanoi by Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. [Reuters]

The two countries signed memoranda of

understanding on security issues related to "incident

prevention in the South China Sea" and "maritime

cooperation" among their coastguards. While the

specific details of the agreements were not disclosed,

they could potentially pave the way for future

compromises on disputed claims.

President Marcos's visit to Vietnam occurs against the

backdrop of persistent tensions between China and

the Philippines, marked by confrontations between

their vessels in the disputed waters in recent months.

This visit also follows Chinese President Xi Jinping's

recent trip to Hanoi, during which he urged Vietnam to

resist external influences that could disrupt the

stability of the Asia-Pacific region.

Notably, in addition to the agreements on maritime

cooperation and security, Vietnam, one of the world's

largest rice exporters, and the Philippines, a significant

rice importer, also sealed deals related to rice trade

and agricultural cooperation. [Bangkok Post]

During his visit to Vietnam, President Marcos also met

with Pham Nhat Vuong, the head of Vingroup,

Vietnam's largest conglomerate. Vingroup announced

that its electric vehicle unit, VinFast, would establish a

business network in the Philippines.
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The Philippines again condemns

‘provocative’ Chinese actions in South

China Sea

(lb) The Philippines on January 22 condemned China’s

coastguard for an that had occurred ten days earlier. In

this recent episode, Chinese vessels compelled Filipino

fishermen to relinquish sea shells they had collected

near the contested Scarborough Shoal. [The Diplomat]

Philippine President’s upcoming visit to

Vietnam

(lb) Philippine President Ferdinand Romualdez Marcos

Jr. is set to embark on a state visit to Vietnam on

January 29-30, marking a milestone in bilateral

relations. This visit, the first by President Marcos to

Vietnam, is expected to strengthen ties and deepen

the friendship established in 1976.

The Philippines and Vietnam will celebrate the 50th

anniversary of diplomatic ties in the next two years,

and in 2025, they will mark the 10th anniversary of

their strategic partnership. During the visit, the leaders

are expected to discuss and enhance cooperation

mechanisms, including maritime and ocean concerns,

trade, agriculture, defense-security, and more. The visit

is seen as an important milestone, opening up

opportunities for both countries to deepen their

relationship for mutual benefit and regional peace and

prosperity. [Vietnam +]

China says it opposes Philippine

construction on Nansha Island

(lb) China has expressed its opposition to the

Philippines' plan to construct facilities on the island

and reefs of the Nansha Islands, the eighth largest

natural island of the Spratly Islands, and the fourth

largest of the Philippine-occupied islands. Beijing cited

China's sovereignty over the Spratly Islands and

adjacent waters as the basis for its opposition.

[Ministry of National Defense Peoples Republic of

China] [Manila Bulletin]

While China claims the entire South China Sea based

on its nine-dash line, the Philippines asserts its rights

in the West Philippine Sea as supported by

international law and an arbitral ruling. China has

urged the Philippines to respect history and work

toward resolving differences through bilateral
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dialogues and consultation, warning of

countermeasures if the Philippines pursues its own

course.

India set to begin delivery of BrahMos

missiles to Philippines

(lb) India is gearing up to deliver the ground system for

the BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles to the

Philippines shortly, with missile shipments expected to

reach the Philippines by March. [GMA News] [The

Economic Times]

This delivery is part of a 2022 defense export contract

worth USD 375 million, marking India's largest such

agreement with a foreign nation. The contract, signed

during the Duterte administration, focuses on

acquiring a shore-based anti-ship missile system to

bolster maritime defense, particularly in the West

Philippine Sea.

In related developments, India's ambassador to Manila

emphasized New Delhi's readiness to collaborate on

maritime defense. India is offering assistance from the

Indian Navy's INS Kadmatt and is open to conducting

joint patrols and exercises with the Philippine Navy.

The Philippines, Kuwait aim for

agreement on domestic workers

(lb) Kuwait and the Philippines are in discussions to

address the domestic worker shortage crisis,

exacerbated by Sri Lanka revising recruitment prices.

The officials from both countries aim to find common

ground and facilitate the resumption of sending new

domestic workers from Manila, especially with the

upcoming surge in demand during Ramadan. [Arab

Times]

Swift government action is essential to avoid a labor

shortage crisis in Kuwait over the next two months.

Approximately 200,000 Filipino domestic workers

constitute 50 percent of the total domestic workforce

in Kuwait, highlighting their importance to both Kuwaiti

and expatriate families.

Singapore President Tharman visits

Brunei
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(lm) Between January 24-26, Singapore’s President

Tharman Shanmugaratnam concluded his first

overseas state visit to Brunei. The trip marked the 40th

anniversary of bilateral relations between the two

countries and included meetings with the Singaporean

community, discussions with Bruneian ministers, and

engagements with Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah

Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Singapore]

On the sidelines of his visit, President Tharman

emphasized the need for an active foreign policy,

engaging with various countries to protect Singapore's

interests amid global uncertainty. He stressed that

personal relationships and trust play a crucial role in

international relations, citing the special relationship

between Singapore and Brunei as an example. [CNA]

In related events, the Singapore Army and Royal Brunei

Land Force (RBLF) have successfully completed the

26th edition of Exercise Maju Bersama, which took

place from January 18 to January 25. Nearly 200

personnel from the 1st Battalion Singapore Infantry

Regiment (1 SIR) and the 3rd Battalion RBLF

participated in this annual bilateral exercise. [MINDEF

Singapore]

Malaysia to launch royal inquiry into

cases involving disputed Singapore Strait

islets

(lb) Malaysia's cabinet has announced the

establishment of a royal commission of inquiry to

examine the handling of cases involving three disputed

islets in the Singapore Strait. [South China Morning

Post]

The move comes in response to Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim's call for a review of Malaysia's 2018 decision

to drop its application to revise an International Court

of Justice ruling that granted sovereignty over Pedra

Branca to Singapore. The ICJ awarded Malaysia the

Middle Rocks formation in the same ruling.

Malaysia sought to overturn the ruling in 2017 but

withdrew its claim in 2018 after Mahathir Mohamad

became prime minister. The islets are strategically

significant due to their location at the eastern entrance

of the Straits of Singapore, a crucial shipping lane.
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Singaporean naval ship visits Vietnam’s

Khanh Hoa province

(lb) Singapore's naval ship RSS ENDEAVOUR recently

anchored at Cam Ranh International Port in Vietnam's

Khanh Hoa province for a four-day visit aimed at

strengthening cooperation, mutual understanding, and

trust between the two countries' naval forces. During

the visit, the ship's officers will engage in a courtesy

visit to the Naval Region 4 High Command, while

sailors will participate in exchange activities with young

officers and soldiers of the Vietnam People's Navy.

Additionally, the Singaporean naval ship and the

Vietnam People's Navy will conduct a joint training

session at sea. [Vietnam Plus]

Singapore’s Foreign Minister concludes

visit to Laos, focusing on bilateral,

regional cooperation

(lb) Singapore’s Foreign Affairs Minister Vivian

Balakrishnan concluded an official visit to Laos from

January 26-29, focusing on bilateral meetings and

regional cooperation. During his stay in Vientiane, he

participated in activities marking the 50th anniversary

of diplomatic relations between Singapore and Laos.

He met with Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone,

Foreign Minister Saleumxay Kommasith, and

Thongsavanh Phomvihane, head of the Lao People’s

Revolutionary Party's external relations committee.

Discussions encompassed various areas, including

renewable energy and carbon credits, to strengthen

bilateral and regional cooperation. [The Straits Times]

Balakrishnan also engaged with Singaporeans in

Vientiane and hosted a reception for Lao alumni of the

Singapore Cooperation Programme, which has trained

thousands of Lao officials since 1992.

Singapore-European Union Dialogue

addresses sustainable infrastructure

investments

(lb) The EU-Singapore Dialogue, co-organized by the EU

Delegation to Singapore and EuroCham Singapore,

convened experts and leaders to discuss sustainable

infrastructure investments. Speakers highlighted the

need for substantial investments, estimated at around

USD 210 billion annually until 2030, to support

Southeast Asia's growth and address climate
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challenges. [Delegation of European Union to

Singapore]

The EU's Global Gateway initiative, launched in 2021,

seeks to mobilize up to EUR 300 billion in investments,

with priorities in ASEAN including the green transition

and sustainable connectivity, targeting EUR 10 billion

specifically for these purposes.

South Korean defense minister tells air

force to end North's dictatorship if war

starts

(ap) South Korean Defense Minister Shin Won-sik said

that North Korea will face an end of the regime if it

initiates war.

The statement comes hours after North Korea fires

rounds of cruise missiles in the Yellow Sea. [Yonhap]

The defense minister instructed the country’s air force

to “eliminate enemy leadership” in case of war during a

visit to South Korea’s air force's 17th Fighter Wing on

January 24. Shin Won-sik added that North Korea

labelled South Korea as an “enemy” and intends to

communize the whole Korean peninsula. [NK News]

South Korea announced that its navy is exercising

winter drills to infiltrate more easily in the enemy state

and prepare to respond in case of possible attacks

from North Korea.

South Korea to establish center for

human rights violations in North Korea

(ap) The first government-led center aimed at exposing

human rights abuses and violations in North Korea will

be established in Seoul, according to the South Korean

Unification Ministry.

The National North Korean Human Rights Center will

address the harsh realities of human rights in North

Korea and contribute to awareness building on the

issue in the country.

Designed to serve as a key hub for exhibitions and

experiential programs, the center will be allocated a

budegt of USD 3.4 million in 2024, marking a small

portion of the total project cost of nearly USD 20

million earmarked for three years to 2026. [The Korea

Herald]
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South Korea and U.S. forge space

partnership

(ms) South Korea and the United States are entering

into a space partnership, with high-ranking officials

engaging in discussions on potential collaborations.

First Vice Science Minister Cho Seong-kyung's recent

meeting with Pam Melroy, Deputy Administrator of

NASA, marked a pivotal moment in Seoul's pursuit of

space exploration, coinciding with the impending

launch of its independent space agency, the Korea

AeroSpace Administration (KASA), planned for this

May.

The discussions centered around utilizing South

Korea's expertise in mobility, secondary batteries, 5G,

autonomous driving, and nuclear technology in space

exploration projects, including the construction of a

lunar rover and a communications network on the

moon. Both sides expressed interest in practical

research items for South Korea's involvement in the

U.S.' Artemis moon exploration program.

The visit follows a broader scouting mission by a

Korean government delegation to space agencies

worldwide, including NASA, ESA, and CNES. President

Yoon Suk Yeol, during a state visit to the U.S. in April

2023, emphasized the importance of cooperation

between KASA and NASA.

The partnership extends beyond scientific

collaboration, with nearly 20 Korean companies,

including Hyundai Motor and Hankook Tire,

considering participation in the lunar rover project.

Plans for a large-scale project between South Korea

and the U.S., focused on strategic industries, are

reportedly in progress.

As KASA gears up for its May launch, this collaboration

is seen as a significant step toward establishing South

Korea as a formidable player in the realm of space

exploration, echoing President Yoon's vision of

transforming the country into a space powerhouse.

[Yonhap News Agency] [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korean foreign minister meets US

Congressman

(oy) On January 26, Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul met

with US Congressman Joe Wilson, where they

discussed the Korea-US alliance, Korea-US-Japan
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cooperation, North Korea’s nuclear issue and the

Korean Peninsula situation.

Cho emphasized the importance of bilateral

cooperation in responding to global crises and asked

for Wilson’s support for the Visa Quota for

Professionals, which would benefit South Korean

workers in the U.S. [Yonhap] [South Korea Ministry of

Foreign Affairs]

South Korea agrees to improve defense

industry cooperation with Malaysia

(oy) On January 26, South Korea and Malaysia held

working-level discussions on enhancing bilateral

defense industry cooperation at the inaugural Defense

Policy Coordination Meeting in Kuala Lumpur.

Both countries agreed to expand defense and security

cooperation in various fields, such as cybersecurity,

joint drills, and arms industry, since the signing of the

Defense Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding

in 2022.

Additionally, the Malaysian representatives expressed

support for South Korea’s policy toward North Korea,

stating that North Korea’s recent actions undermined

regional peace and stability. [Ministry for National

Defense][Yonhap]

South Korean foreign minister holds talks

with Vietnamese and Australia

counterpart

(oy) On January 26, South Korea’s Foreign Minister Cho

Tae-yul held a phone call with Vietnam’s Foreign

Minister Bui Thanh Son.

Cho proposed to further enhance cooperation with

Vietnam in various fields such as politics, diplomacy,

economy, defense, security, defense industry, and

human exchanges. He also asked for Vietnam’s

continuous support and cooperation for the

establishment of the ‘Korea-ASEAN Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership'.

Both ministers agreed to continue strengthening

strategic communication through high-level exchanges

and emphasized the importance of a rule-based

international order.
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Earlier on January 25, Cho held a phone call with

Australia’s Foreign Minister Penny Wong, where they

discussed bilateral relations, defense cooperation,

regional and global issues. Both ministers praised their

countries “strong and close” relationships based on the

comprehensive strategic partnership. Cho and Wong

also agreed on the need to hold the sixth Korea-

Australia Foreign and Defense (2+2) Ministers’ Meeting

as soon as possible and to maintain a close high-level

exchange momentum.

They expressed concern over North Korea’s recent

provocative actions and agreed that the international

community should cooperate to respond firmly

towards North Korea’s provocations and threats.

[Yonhap_1][Yonhap_2][South Korea Ministry of Foreign

Affairs_1][South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs_2]

India urged to help with constitutional

change demanded by Tamil National

Alliance

(aa) A delegation from the Tamil National Alliance

(TNA), a political coalition in Sri Lanka that primarily

represents the interests of the Tamil minority in the

Northern and Eastern provinces of the country, met

with Indian High Commissioner Santosh Jha to request

pressure on the Sri Lankan government. The TNA

representatives emphasized the need for the

implementation of the 13th Amendment to the

constitution and called for constitutional changes to

align with the current context. They also urged the

Indian government to ensure devolution, hold

provincial council elections, and protect the land rights

of the Tamil population. [The Island]

Since the 1987 Accord was signed, the political

settlement defined in the 13th Amendment was never

fully implemented. Nationalist Sinhalese parties such

as Jathika Nidahas Peramuna (JNP), Janatha Vimukthi

Peramuna (JVP), or Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), are

blocking reforms and even asking for a repeal of the

Amendment. India has always endorsed the

constitutional changes that would make Tamil an

official language besides devoting power to the nine

provinces. In 2021 and 2022 India publicly pressured

Sri Lanka to rise to its promises at a UNHCR session in

Geneva. [ABP News]

Survey indicates likelihood of Taiwan

Strait crisis
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(xc/jr) The Center for Strategic and International

Studies and the Institute for National Defense and

Security Research surveyed experts on the likelihood

of a Taiwan Strait crisis in 2023.

The majority, including both U.S. and Taiwanese

experts, see a crisis as very likely or likely prior to the

US presidential election. Three-quarters of the US

experts and two-thirds of the Taiwanese experts

believe that the meeting between U.S. President Joe

Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines

of the APEC Forum in November 2023 did little to

stabilize relations.

Experts predict that Beijing's response to Taiwan's

election could include a large-scale military exercise or

coercive non-military actions.

While China could potentially blockade Taiwan, a

successful invasion is deemed unlikely due to its

complexity and potential intervention from

international partners. Most US experts “moderately”

to “completely” confident that US’s potential

intervention and only 56 percent believes China would

be willing to use nuclear weapons. [Taipei Times]

Meanwhile, NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg

warned during a press conference on January 29, that

“What happens in Europe matters for Asia. What

happens in Asia matters for Europe and today, it's

Ukraine tomorrow, it can be Taiwan.” [Taiwan News]

US delegations visit Taiwan

(jr) Reflecting continued efforts to further deepen

Taiwan-US cooperation, two US delegations recently

visited Taipei. The visits came on the heels of the

January 13 presidential election which saw

independence-leaning incumbent Vice-President Lai

Ching-te victorious (see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3).

On January 23 Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

received representatives from the U.S.-Taiwan

Business Council.

During the meeting, Tsai vowed to continue expanding

cooperation with the U.S. to promote economic and

trade development, welcoming the recent approval of

the U.S.-Taiwan Expedited Double-Tax Relief Act by the

the USA House Committee on Ways and Means (see

No. 4, January/2024, 4). [Taiwan Today 1] [Tsai Ing-wen,

X 1]
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A day later, President-elect Lai signaled his interest in

Taipei’s membership in the IPEF in his meeting with the

Council, citing the key role Taiwan plays in the global

economy. [Reuters]

The IPEF was set up by the Biden administration in

2022 as part of its to counter what it says is Beijing's

increasing economic and military coercion in the

region.

For diplomatic sensitivities of other IPEF member

countries, Washington excluded Taiwan from the

framework, but then introduced the U.S.-Taiwan

Initiative on 21st Century Trade, which joins the U.S.-

Taiwan Economic Prosperity Partnership Dialogue and

Technology Trade and Investment Collaboration

Framework the two sides have.

On January 25, Tsai met Mario Diaz-Balart and Ami

Bera, the two co-chairs of the bipartisan U.S.

Congressional Taiwan Caucus, expressing appreciation

for the Causus’ support for Taiwan's inclusion in the

U.S. Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and

calling for a swift resolution of the dual taxation issue.

[Taiwan Today 2]  [Tsai Ing-wen, X 2)

President-elect Lai President-elect Lai, meanwhile,

touched on continued military assistance from the U.S.

and also pointed to the agreement on dual taxation.

[Lai Ching-te, X] [ABC News]

Taiwan reports increased Chinese military

activities in January

(xc) In January, Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense

(MND) reported significant Chinese military activity

around its airspace and waters. Ten Chinese military

aircraft, four naval vessels, and four balloons were

observed near Taiwan within a 24-hour period, with

two aircraft entering the southwest air defense

identification zone. The balloons followed varied flight

paths, with altitudes ranging from 4,500 meters to

5,400 meters.

Overall, the MND detected 233 Chinese aircraft and

110 naval vessels in the month, indicating a strategic

pattern of "gray zone tactics" by Beijing. These tactics

represent non-direct military efforts to achieve security

objectives without outright conflict. [Taiwan News]

Pro-Taiwan leader defeated in general

election in Tuvalu
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(jr/dql) Kausea Natano, the pro-Taiwan leader of the

Pacific Islands nation of Tuvalu lost his seat in the

January 27 general election.

The election was monitored by Taiwan, China and the

U.S., as 11,200-population Tuvalu is one of three

remaining Pacific allies of Taiwan, after Nauru earlier

this month severed ties and switched to Beijing [see

AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

While Natano had vowed to uphold relations with

Taiwan, established in 1979, rivaling leadership

contender Seve Paeniu, who retained his seat in

parliament, that the new government formed by him

would assess whether Taiwan or China would best

meet to Tuvalu's needs.

The diplomatic tussle between Taiwan and China

comes amid a wider contest for influence in the Pacific

between China and the U.S., with Washington recently

promising the first submarine cable to connect Tuvalu

to global telecommunications. [Aajazeera] [Reuters]

[Taiwan News]

Under the country’s electoral system, the 16 members

of parliament are elected from eight two-seat

constituencies via plurality block voting. With no formal

political parties existing in Tuvalu, all candidates

contest as independents.

Taiwanese President-elect Lai and

Marshall Islands’ new president discuss

deepening cooperation

(jr/dql) Taiwan Vice President Lai Ching-te held an

online call on January 24 with recently re-elected

President of the Marshall Islands Hilda C. Heine.

Referring to the Taiwan-Marshall Islands Adaptation

and Contingency Fund for Climate Change and to a

fund aimed at facilitating the creation of businesses by

women in the Marshall Islands, initiated by Tsai and

Heine in 2022, President-elect Lai reaffirmed that he

looks forward to cooperating with Heine to further

enhance and expand bilateral relations once he

assumes office in May.

Heine, for her part, reassured the Marshall Islands'

backing of Taiwan in regional and international

contexts and the Indo-Pacific region, confirming her

nation would maintain ties with Taiwan. [Lai Ching-te,

X] [Taiwan Today] [Taiwan News]
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The conversation between Lai and Heine came shortly

before the general election in Tuvalu which is expected

to see a new government ready to cut ties with Taiwan

and switch to China (see article above).

Taiwan’s TMBA commits to uphold

sanctions against Russia amid export

concerns

(xc) The Taiwan Machine Tool and Accessory Builder's

Association (TMBA) has reaffirmed its commitment to

adhering to government sanctions against Russia,

particularly concerning the export of high-tech

products.

This statement comes amid reports of some members

potentially circumventing these regulations. The TMBA

emphasized the importance of its members closely

monitoring the sale and distribution of their products

to ensure they do not end up in sanctioned countries.

They have advised members to cease supplying

machine tool products and components to these

countries, regardless of whether the products are on

the Strategic High-Tech Commodities (SHTC) list, to

avoid accidental violations of international export

controls.

The TMBA is also in discussions with the Ministry of

Economic Affairs to ensure adherence to the sanctions

and prevent technology leaks. [Focus Taiwan]

US National Security Advisor meets Thai

prime minister, foreign minister

(lm) United States National Security Advisor Jake

Sullivan visited Bangkok from January 25 to 27. During

his visit, he held meetings with the Prime Minister of

Thailand, Srettha Thavisin, and the Deputy Prime

Minister/Foreign Minister, Parnpree Bahiddha-nukara.

The discussions covered various fields, including

defense and security cooperation, cyber and emerging

technologies, clean energy transition, and trade and

investment promotion. They also discussed regional

security, Ukraine, the Middle East, and Myanmar's

situation. They intend to strengthen their strategic

alliance further, with an upcoming Thailand-US

Strategic and Defense Dialogue in Bangkok next

month. [Khaosod English]
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In Thailand, Sulliven also met with Wang Yi, China's

State Councillor and Foreign Minister. Both countries

have expressed their commitment to maintaining

strategic communication and responsibly managing

their relationship, as agreed upon during the

November 2023 Woodside Summit. [see entry in this

edition]

Cambodia's ambassador to Thailand

meets with foreign minister

(tt) On January 25, 2024, Thailand’s Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Parnpree

Bahiddha-Nukara, had a courtesy meeting with Hun

Saroeun, the Ambassador of Cambodia to Thailand.

They discussed the progress on issues previously

discussed by the Prime Ministers of both countries and

preparations for the upcoming official visit of the

Prime Minister of Cambodia to Thailand. Both sides

recognized this visit as an opportunity to address

common interests and concerns, including

humanitarian demining along the Thai-Cambodian

border, cyber scams, and transboundary haze.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Germany's President visits Thailand to

boost bilateral ties and explore key

industries

(bk) Germany's President, Frank-Walter Steinmeier,

visited Thailand to bolster bilateral ties, marking his

first visit in 22 years. During discussions with Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin, Germany expressed

commitment to expand investments in Thailand's

electric vehicle (EV) industry, aiming to establish

Thailand as an EV manufacturing hub in the region.

[Bangkok Post]

The two nations also aim to enhance cooperation in

renewable energy, sustainable farming, and combating

pollution. Additionally, Germany's private sector

explored new investment opportunities and discussed

collaboration in sectors like international expos and

plastic waste recycling.

Both countries are working towards a strategic

partnership and aim to conclude a free trade

agreement (FTA) soon. Thailand seeks German support

for the FTA with the European Union to facilitate Thai

tourism to Schengen member countries.
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Of note, during his visit to Bangkok, President Frank-

Walter Steinmeier met with Pita Limjaroenrat, a former

prime ministerial candidate of the main opposition

Move Forward Party. Steinmeier commended the Thai

Constitutional Court's decision to acquit Pita of

violating electoral law, noting that it sent a message to

the international community and served as a

conciliatory signal domestically. It was unexpected for

a foreign leader to comment on the internal affairs of

the host country. [Thai PBS]

Indonesia, Timor-Leste agree to complete

land boundary negotiations

(lm) Indonesia and Timor-Leste made significant

agreements during the official visit of Timor-Leste

Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao to Indonesia on

January 26. President Joko Widodo and Prime Minister

Gusmao discussed key matters, including the

acceleration of land boundary negotiations between

the two nations. They expressed support for the revival

of the joint committee responsible for managing land

borders and cross-border posts. [Antara News]

President Jokowi commended Timor-Leste's

confidence in Indonesian state-owned companies

involved in vital projects, such as road construction in

Oecusse and the expansion of Presidente Nicolau

Lobato International Airport in Dili. Additionally, both

leaders witnessed the signing of a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) on information technology

cooperation.

The leaders also explored opportunities for

cooperation in telecommunications infrastructure,

particularly the fiber optic investment plan. Indonesia

reaffirmed its commitment to backing Timor-Leste's

full membership in ASEAN.

Moreover, Indonesia and Timor-Leste discussed

political issues related to Myanmar and agreed to

support Laos' Chairmanship in this year's ASEAN

Summit to facilitate the implementation of the Five-

Point Consensus.

Timor-Leste President meets with Pope

Francis in Vatican

(lm) Pope Francis had a meeting with East Timor's

President, José Manuel Ramos-Horta, at the Vatican's

Apostolic Palace on January 22. Following the papal
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audience, President Ramos-Horta also met with

Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin and

Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher to discuss the good

relations between the Holy See and East Timor, the

contribution of the Catholic Church in the country, the

economic and social situation, and regional concerns

related to climate change. [Vatican News]

On 50th anniversary of Paracel naval

battle, Vietnam strongly denounces

China's use of force

(lm) On the 50th anniversary of the naval battle in

which China took control of the entire Paracel

archipelago in the South China Sea, Vietnam strongly

condemned Beijing’s use of force during that event,

labeling it a "serious violation of international law" in a

rare strongly-worded statement.

The Battle of the Paracels took place on January 19,

1974, between Chinese and South Vietnamese naval

forces. South Vietnam, separate from communist

North Vietnam, had claimed sovereignty over the

Paracel islands as part of French Indochina but had

only a small presence there. At the time of the battle,

China had already occupied part of the Paracels,

including Woody Island. The conflict ended with a

South Vietnamese navy defeat, resulting in China's full

occupation of the archipelago. [RFA]

Vietnam, United Arab Emirates speed up

negotiations for comprehensive economic

partnership

(lm) Vietnam and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are

accelerating negotiations for a Comprehensive

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) to strengthen

their economic ties.

This was agreed upon between officials from the

Vietnamese Ministry of Industry and Trade and the

Ministry of Economy of the United Arab Emirates

during a meeting in Hanoi last week. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam, US to strengthen economic

security

(wn) Under Secretary of State, Jose W. Fernandez met

with Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh in
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Hanoi on January 25. 

They discussed the U.S.-Vietnam Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership, including support for Vietnam's

semiconductor ecosystem and workforce development

initiatives. [The Mirage News]

Fernandez affirmed that 15 US companies, including

semiconductor firms, are interested in investing USD 8

billion in clean energy infrastructure in Vietnam,

adding that this investment depends on Vietnam's

progress on renewable energy rules.

Vietnam has seen a surge in renewable energy

projects, particularly solar panels and wind turbines.

However, connecting these projects to the grid and

upgrading it to handle renewable energy has been

problematic. Delays in passing regulations for offshore

wind have also hindered progress. [VN Express]

South Korean company announces

construction of aircraft component

factory in Vietnam

(wn) South Korea's KP Aero Industries will invest USD

20 million in an aircraft component manufacturing

plant in Danang City, Vietnam.

The plant will produce parts for Boeing 787 and 737

Max aircraft, and its construction is scheduled to start

in February 2022 and finish by the end of 2024.

This is the second aerospace project in Danang's high-

tech park, with a total investment of USD 258.6 million

in 19 projects approved by the Danang High-Tech Park

and Industrial Zones Management Board in 2023.

The board aims to attract three projects, investing USD

200 million in critical sectors such as aerospace

technology, semiconductor microelectronics, and top-

tier healthcare. [The Saigon Times]

Foreign Ministers of Vietnam and South

Korea agree to strengthen bilateral ties

(wn) Vietnam's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bui Thanh

Son, and his South Korea counterpart Cho Tae Yul

spoke on January 26.

They agreed to continue strengthening trust and

promoting their countries’ trade partnership. The two
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sides also vowed to implement the action program to

boost the Vietnam-RoK partnership and pledged to

encourage South Korean firms to invest in Vietnam.

South Korea will support Vietnam in cultural industries,

scholarships, and training.

The two sides also agreed to coordinate to strengthen

cooperation among localities and continue supporting

each other at regional and international forums.

[Vietnam Plus]
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Upcoming online events

31 January 2024 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

Pivotal States: Testing the Limits of the

U.S.-Vietnam Relationship

This online event will discuss the US’s strategic

alternatives in its relations with Vietnam as Hanoi has

recently upgraded its relations with Washington to a

“comprehensive strategic partnership,” but at the same

time has carefully pursued a strategy of multi-

alignment, deepening ties with China, Japan, and South

Korea, while still maintaining its relationship with

Russia.

Visit [Carnegie Endowment for International Peace] for

details of the event.

31 January 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Hudson

Institute, USA
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Raising AUKUS Pillar Two: Integrating

Autonomous Systems into the ADF

This virtual panel discussion with Australian defense

officials will address the AUKUS’s lesser-known second

pillar that focuses on technology sharing and is more

likely to affect the Australian Defense Force’s capability

and capacity in the near term.

Learn more about the event at [Hudson Institute].

31 January 2024 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

PKR: How Anwar’s Party Works

This webinar will dive into the structure of the People’s

Justice Party PKR and analyze what separates Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s multiracial party from other

mainstream parties in Malaysia.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

31 January 2024 @ 1:30-2:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Transatlantic Economic Security

Agenda

Against the backdrop of the 2024 EU Economic Security

Strategy, this live-streamed event will discuss the

transatlantic economic security agenda and how

transatlantic cooperation can advance the European

Commission’s goal to “protect, promote, and partner”

through this new agenda.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

31 January 2024 @ 1:30-2:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Transatlantic Economic Security

Agenda

Against the backdrop of the 2024 EU Economic Security

Strategy, this live-streamed event will discuss the

transatlantic economic security agenda and how

transatlantic cooperation can advance the European
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Commission’s goal to “protect, promote, and partner”

through this new agenda.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

1 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Understanding Indonesia’s 2024

Presidential Election: Watershed Moment

or Anti-Climax?

Less than two weeks ahead of the Indonesian

presidential election, this hybrid seminar will discuss

whether the contest will see a watershed in Indonesian

politics giving rise to real differentiation among

political actors or whether the shared fundamental

policy framework will facilitate a collapse back into the

politics of unanimity of the last 20 years.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

1 February 2024 @ 1:30-2:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Africa’s Energy Transition

This webcast will discuss ways to achieve universal

energy access in Africa amid global decarbonization.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

1 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Wilson

Center, USA

Ukraine's Accession to the EU: Next Steps

This online event will explore the development and

prospects of Ukraine’s path to its membership in the

European Union.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

1 February 2024 @ 12:30-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Bruegel,

Belgium
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Exploring the upcoming energy and

climate priorities of the new Polish

government

This hybrid event will discuss energy priorities, the EU

alignment, and collaborative strategies for shared

climate goals under the new Polish government of

Prime Minister Donal Tusk.

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel].

2 February 2024 @ 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Five scenarios for Russia’s future

This live-streamed event will explore five paths that

Russia’s future might take, addressing the following

questions: What forces will shape Russia’s wartime

reality and its longer-term future? What fate awaits

Russian President Vladimir Putin?

Find more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

2 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Myanmar in 2024: Expectations and

Outlook

This webinar will provide an analysis of the

expectations and outlook for Myanmar in 2024,

including the potential trajectory and implications of

the ongoing military resistance Operation 1027,

attitudes and responses of the various political and

ethnic stakeholders towards the current spiral of

conflict, and the context of various “peace” talks. It will

also address the aspirations for a federal system and

the State Administrative Council’s moves in proceeding

with census and elections.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

2 February 2024 @ 9:30-10:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Stimson

Center, USA

Implications of the Chinland Council for

Myanmar’s Resistance in 2024
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This online event will explore the impact of the

restructuring of governance in Chin State on

Myanmar’s resistance.

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

5 February 2024 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), The

Heritage Foundation, USA

An Agenda for Regaining America’s

Maritime Security and Competitiveness

This hybrid event will discuss crucial questions

concerning America’s Navy’s: Is it equipped to protect

and defend the nation against communist China? What

must be done to reverse our Navy’s decline and

protect the US?

Learn more about the event at [The Heritage

Foundation].

5 February 2024 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Wilson

Center, USA

Shadows at Noon: The South Asian

Twentieth Century

This webinar will introduce and discuss “Shadows at

Noon: The South Asian Twentieth Century,” the latest

book of Joya Chatterji FBA, Emeritus Professor of

History at the University of Cambridge, and Fellow of

Trinity College Cambridge.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

5 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),

Brookings Institution, USA

Palestinian politics and society after the

war

This webinar will discuss the future of Palestinian

politics and society in light of the war between Israel

and Hamas and the ongoing humanitarian crisis in

Gaza.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].
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6 February 2024 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

The Israel and Palestine Conflict: Muslims’

Responses in Indonesia and Malaysia

This hybrid seminar will offer insights into the foreign

policy of the Malaysian and Indonesian governments

towards the conflict between Israel and Palestine. It

will also address responses from non-government

actors towards the war.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

6 February 2024 @ 3:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT), Chatham

House, UK

Russia’s use of abduction, torture and

sexual violence in war

This hybrid seminar will discuss findings of the UN’s

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on

Ukraine on Russian committing torture and sexual-

and gender-based violence in the war in Ukraine. It will

address the systematic mistreatment of POWs and

civilians by Russian forces and Russia’s use of sexual

violence as a military tactic, among others.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

Recent book releases

John B. Judis and Ruy Teixeira. Where Have All the

Democrats Gone? The Soul of the Party in the Age of

Extremes. Henry Holt, 336 pages, published November

7, 2023, with a review in [Foreign Affairs].

Luke A. Nichter. The Year That Broke Politics:

Collusion and Chaos in the Presidential Election of

1968. Yale University Press, 396 pages, published

August 1, 2023, reviewed in [Foreign Affairs].

Cass R. Sunstein. How to Interpret the Constitution.

Princeton University Press, 208 pages, published

August 15, 2023. Visit [Foreign Affairs] for a review.

Max Fraser. Hillbilly Highway: The Transappalachian

Migration and the Making of a White Working Class.

Princeton University Press, 336 pages, published

September 26, 2023, with a review in [Foreign Affairs].
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Jacopo Pantaleoni. The Quickest Revolution: An

Insider’s Guide to Sweeping Technological Change,

and Its Largest Threats. Mimesis International, 330

pages, published September 28, 2023. Visit [LSE] for a

review.

Trebor Scholz. Own This! How Platform Co-operatives

Help Workers Build a Democratic Internet. Verso, 240

pages, published September 19, 2023, with a review in

[LSE].

Calls

The Erasmus School of Law invites paper proposals

for its conference “Law, Regulation and Technology:

Healthy, Sustainable, and Safe Smart Cities,” to be

held on 26-27 June 2024. The deadline for abstract

submission is March 25, 2024. For more information,

see [Erasmus School of Law].

The Australian and New Zealand Society of

International Law invites paper proposals for its 31st

ANZSIL Annual Conference 2024 “International Law:

Crisis, Conflict and Cooperation” to be held on July 3-

5, 2024, at Melbourne Law School.  The deadline for

abstract submission is February 12, 2024. For more

information, see [ANZSIL].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided at [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,

or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted until open until filled. More

information is provided at [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Procurement Network Associate to

be based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are

accepted until February 12, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Communications Analyst to be

based in Mbabane, Eswatini. Applications are accepted
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until February 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in

Maputo, Mozambique. Applications are accepted until

February 10, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Human Resources Associate to be

based in Gaborone, Botswana. Applications are

accepted until February 8, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an ICT Associate, Business Analysis to

be based in Bonn, Germany. Applications are accepted

until February 11, 2024. More information is provided

at [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT

Operations Assistant to be based in Egypt.

 Applications are accepted until February 11, 2024.

More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer – Resilience to be based in

Guatemala. Applications are accepted until February 9,

2024. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Cash-

based Transfers – CBT to be based in Senegal.

Applications are accepted until February 16, 2024.

More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Stagiaire

Nutrition to be based in Senegal. Applications are

accepted until February 16, 2024. More information is

provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Business

and Admin Support Assistant to be based in Haiti.

 Applications are accepted until February 10, 2024.

More information is provided at [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Security and Access Manager to be based in

Jerusalem, Israel and East Jerusalem, Palestinian

Territory. Applications are accepted until February 11,

2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Chief Nutrition to be based in Kinshasa, Democratic

Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until
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February 16, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultancy to be based in Spain. Applications are

accepted until February 12, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Social & Behavior Change Officer to be based in

Kharkiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until

February 18, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultancy to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.

Applications are accepted until February 18, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Deputy Manager, Comprehensive Immunizations,

to be based in Washington DC, United States.

Applications are accepted until February 16, 2024.

More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Learning Specialist (Healthy Cities) to be based in

Lyon, France. Applications are accepted until February

18, 2023. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a HR

Officer to be based in Lyon, France. Applications are

accepted until February 2, 2024. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Health Financing and Economic Analyst to be based

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted

until January 31, 2024. More information is provided at

[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Local

Field Security Officer to be based in Damascus, Syria.

Applications are accepted until February 10, 2024.

More information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Sanctions Expert to be based in New York, United

States. Applications are accepted until October 22,

2024. More information is provided at [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Caseworker, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until March 25, 2024. More

information is provided at [IRC].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Regional Content and Digital Coordinator to be

based in Colombia.  Applications are accepted until

April 15, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Advisor Workplace Relations to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until June 24, 2024.

More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Asylum Seekers and Families Shelter Aide - Night

Shift to be based in United States. Applications are

accepted until March 25, 2024. More information is

provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Finance and Administration Officer, to be based in

Sweden. Applications are accepted until February 18,

2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Gender and social inclusion National Specialist to

be based in Mauritius. Applications are accepted until

February 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Programme Assistant, to be based in Khartoum,

Sudan. Applications are accepted until February 9,

2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Office Assistant, to be based in Rome, Italy.

 Applications are accepted until February 9, 2024. More

information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Project Support Specialist to be based in

Hanoi, Vietnam. Applications are accepted until

February 15, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Evaluation Officer (Impact Evaluations) to be

based in Rome, Italy.  Applications are accepted until

February 11, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Media and Communications Officer to be

based in Tunis, Tunisia. Applications are accepted until

February 8, 2024. More information is provided at

[IOM].
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Operations Officer, to be based in Yemen.

Applications are accepted until February 8, 2024. More

information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Field Coordinator to be based in Ma'rib,

Yemen. Applications are accepted until February 8,

2024. More information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a WASH and Infrastructure Coordinator to be

based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted

until February 8, 2024. More information is provided at

[IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Officer, to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until February

8, 2024. More information is provided at [IOM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Processing Engineer,

to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are

accepted until February 4, 2024. More information is

provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate

Seismoacoustic Operations Officer, to be based in

Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted until

February 19, 2024. More information is provided at

[CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Finance and

Accounting Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.

Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More

information is provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate Budget

and Planning IT Officer, to be based in Vienna,

Austria. Applications are accepted until March 10,

2024. More information is provided at [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Senior Associate to be

based in Male, Maldives. Applications are accepted

until February 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Senior Associate to be

based in Thimphu, Bhutan. Applications are accepted
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until February 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Civil Engineer to be based in Central

African Republic. Applications are accepted until

February 11, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an ICT Senior Officer, to be based in

Valencia, Spain. Applications are accepted until

February 12, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an ICT Senior Associate to be based in

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. Applications are

accepted until February 18, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Client Experience Associate to be based in Zambia.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Security Coordinator, to be based in Dhaka,

Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until not

specified. More information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Clinical Data Project Manager II to be based in South

Africa and Remote Work. Applications are accepted

until not specified. More information is provided at

[FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks an

Administrative Assistant to be based in Tanzania.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a

Finance Assistant to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided at [FHI 360].

Southern Methodist University (SMU) in Texas,

United States is inviting applications for a leader to

serve as the next Dean of the Perkins School of

Theology. Application submission deadline is February

15,2024. For more details, see [Southern Methodist

University].

Harvard University in Massachusetts, United States is

inviting applications for a Lecturer or Senior Lecturer
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in Spiritual Care. Application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [Harvard

University].

Georgia Tech in Atlanta, Georgia is inviting

applications for a Marion L. Brittain Postdoctoral

Fellowship. Application submission deadline is

February 1,2024. For more details, see [Georgia Tech].

Sultan Qaboos University in Oman is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor: Literature:

Creative Writing/Global Literature. Application

submission deadline is open until January 31, 2024. For

more details, see [Sultan Qaboos University].

Rancho Santiago Community College District in

California, United States is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor. Application submission deadline

is open until filled. For more details, see [Rancho

Santiago Community College District].

Winston-Salem State University in North Carolina,

United States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor-History Politics & Social Justice.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Winston-Salem State University].

The Cornell University Department of Information

Science (IS) in Ithaca, New York is inviting applications

for a TENURE-TRACK FACULTY POSITION. Application

submission deadline is open until March 12, 2024. For

more details, see [Bowers CIS].

Middlebury College in Vermont, United States is

inviting applications for Mellon Humanities for All

Times Post-Doctoral Fellowship. Application

submission deadline is open until May 1, 2024. For

more details, see [Middlebury College].

University of Pennsylvania in Pennsylvania, United

States is inviting applications for the Instructor of

Pediatric Neurology at CHOP. Application submission

deadline is open until January 25, 2026. For more

details, see [University of Pennsylvania].

Clemson University in South Carolina, United States is

inviting applications for an Academic Advisor -

College of Arts and Humanities Student Services

Center. Application submission deadline is open until

March 18, 2024. For more details, see [Clemson

University].

University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, North

Dakota (US) is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of English. Application submission deadline
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is open until March 18, 2024. For more details, see

[University of North Dakota].

The University of Tennessee in Knoxville is inviting

applications for a Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow.

Application submission deadline is open until March

18, 2024. For more details, see [The University of

Tennessee].

Syracuse University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for a Part-time Instructor-

Foundations of Research Methods. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Syracuse University].

Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, United States

is inviting applications for the Guarini Dean’s

Dissertation and Postdoctoral Fellowship in Asian

American Studies. Application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [Dartmouth

College].

Colgate University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Africana and Latin American Studies. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Colgate University].

Colgate University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Olive B. O'Connor

Fellowship in Creative Writing nonfiction.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Colgate University].

Colgate University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Contemporary Native American Studies. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Colgate University].

Morgan State University in Maryland, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

School of Education and Urban Studies- Center on

Urban Violence and Crime Reduction. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Morgan State University].

The University of Washington School of Law in

Seattle, Washington State is inviting applications for a

Visiting or Acting Assistant Professor and

Residential Legal Fellow. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see [The

University of Washington].

Rice University in Texas, United States is inviting

applications for Postdoctoral Associate - Gender and
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Science. Application submission deadline is open until

February 11,2024. For more details, see [Rice

University].

West Valley-Mission Community College District in

California, United States is inviting applications for

Ethnic Studies Full-Time Instructor. Application

submission deadline is open until February 29, 2024.

For more details, see [West Valley-Mission Community

College District].

University of North Carolina at Pembroke in

Pembroke, North Carolina is inviting applications for a

Lecturer in Criminal Justice. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[University of North Carolina at Pembroke].

University of South Carolina in South Carolina,

United States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of History and African American Studies.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [University of South Carolina].

University of New England in Maine, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,

Environmental Social Sciences (Global Ecology and

Social Justice). Application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [University of

New England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,

Criminology. Application submission deadline is open

until filled. For more details, see [University of New

England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,

Sociology. Application submission deadline is open

until filled. For more details, see [University of New

England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,

Environmental Social Sciences (Climate Change).

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [University of New England].

California Polytechnic State University in San Luis

Obispo, California is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor in Modern. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [California Polytechnic State University].

 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-iuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-iuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-iuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-iuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-elryka-l-dld/


Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Aida Pachedji (ap), Bintang

Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),

Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas Diecke (fd), Jason Wang (jw),

Jonathan Riley (jr), Joseph Black (jb), Kishwer Baqar (kb),

Lawrence Brenner (lb), Lucas Meier (lm), Morten Strantzen

(ms), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Minty Gow (mg), Phoo Wai

Yan Myint (pm), Saranya Setthi, Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh),

Teerada Thammapoonphol (tt), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus

Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Xiangyi Chen (xc),

Yudo Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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