Grasp the pattern, read the trend

No. 6, February/2024, 1

Brought to you by CPG

& —— = Universitdt
UNIVE RS I AT s MllINStET

FRANKFURT AM MAIN

* Auswirtiges Amt
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
DAAD German Academic Exchange Service

Dear Readers,

A THAMMASAT GOETHE .
UNIVERSITY

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Azerbaijan’s
Independence Restoration Day, Eritrea’s and the
Vatican City's Independence Day, Japan's National
Foundation Day this week.

With the best wishes for a Happy Lunar New Year,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Top rocket scientist expelled from
political advisory body

(ms) In a move indicative of the ongoing purge within
China's military, the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) has expelled Wang
Xiaojun, a renowned rocket scientist, from its ranks.
The decision, made during a regular meeting on
January 29, adds to a series of recent high-profile
dismissals in Beijing over the past several months,
signaling a widening purge in the country's missile
force and aerospace contractors.

Wang, who led the China Academy of Launch Vehicle
Technology (CALT), a key institution in the nation's
aerospace industry, had been a member of the CPPCC
for just a year before his removal. The CPPCC cited no
specific reason for the expulsion, leaving observers to



speculate on the ongoing corruption investigations in
the People's Liberation Army (PLA) and the Rocket
Force.

The ousted scientist, known for his work on the Long
March 7 rockets used in the Tiangong space station
resupply missions, has not commented on his
dismissal. Wang's contributions to the space sector
had been acknowledged with multiple awards.

Wang's dismissal follows the unexplained removal of at
least 16 senior military figures, especially in the
People’s Liberations Army Rocket Force, the fourth
branch of the Chinese Military, in the past six months,
indicating a broader shakeup within China's military
apparatus (see AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5). Reports
from US intelligence suggest that corruption has
compromised military capabilities, pointing to issues
such as malfunctioning missile silo lids in western
China. The removal of key figures from both the CPPCC
and the National People's Congress Standing
Committee reflects a concerted effort to address graft
issues.

The list of removed high-ranking officials from China's
military cosmos, following the dismissal of former
Defense Minister Li Shangfu in October after
disappearing from public view for months [see AiR No.
44, October/2023, 5], is getting longer. However, the
reason for these dismissals continues to remain
unclear and points to inner-party political unrest.

The broader implications of these dismissals extend
beyond the political sphere, impacting major
institutions such as the China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation (CASC). In December, the
chairman of CASC, Wu Yansheng [see AiR No. 1,
January/2024, 1], was also removed from the CPPCC.

The company, responsible for tactical missile systems,
held a meeting pledging to strengthen the party's
leadership within its ranks, emphasizing the severity of
the challenges it faces. [Bloomberg] [Caixin Global]
[CNN] [South China Morning Post]

China: 110,000 officials faced disciplinary
action

(ms) China's anti-corruption watchdog, the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), has
revealed that approximately 110,000 Communist Party
officials faced disciplinary action in 2023. This marks a
13 percent increase compared to the previous year,
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signaling President Xi Jinping's unwavering crackdown
corruption within the party.

The CCDI's annual report outlines the disciplinary
measures, targeting officials who failed to perform
their duties adequately and those who engaged in
corrupt practices, such as accepting money, gifts, and
attending lavish events.

At the beginning of this year more than 45 senior
officials were subject to corruption probes, a record-
breaking number, demonstrating the severity of the
crackdown (see AR No. 2, January/2024, 2).

Despite President Xi's declaration of an "overwhelming
victory" against corruption, the CCDI emphasizes the
need for continued diligence in fighting graft and
addressing other issues. The disciplinary cases
spanned breaches of the eight rules on official conduct
established by Xi in 2012, focusing on cultivating a
thrifty and responsible working style among officials.

The crackdown extended beyond just punishment. It
also included naming and shaming officials in
provinces like Guangdong, Anhui, Henan, Zhejiang, and
Fujian, emphasizing a zero-tolerance approach to
slackening performance.

The ongoing disciplinary actions, including the recent
dismissal of a renowned rocket force scientist, Wang
Xiaojun (see entry above), indicate the comprehensive
nature of the anti-corruption drive but also might
indicate stronger unrest within the party. The CCDI
issued a warning to party officials to adhere closely to
disciplinary rules, underscoring Xi's determination to
forge a disciplined and corruption-free political
landscape in the country. [Anadolu Ajansi] [South
China Morning Post]

China: Famous tech banker Bao Fan
resigns after missing for a year

(ms) Chinese investment banker Bao Fan, the founder
of China Renaissance, has formally resigned from his
roles as chairman and CEO of the firm, a year after his
disappearance amid Beijing's anti-corruption campaign
(see AR No. 10, March/2023, 1). The announcement,
made in a filing to the Hong Kong stock exchange, cited
"health reasons and the desire to spend more time on
family affairs" as the reasons for his resignation,
sparking questions and speculation about the
circumstances surrounding his departure.
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Bao Fan was a highly influential figure in China's tech
industry, founding China Renaissance in 2005 and
contributing to major deals, including the 2015 merger
of shopping platform Meituan and Dianping, a leading
platform for tourism and lifestyle services. His sudden
disappearance last year sent shockwaves through
China's financial markets and tech sector. While the
company initially stated he was "cooperating in an
investigation," no further details were provided, and
Bao's whereabouts remained unknown.

The company's latest filing did not offer any updates
on Bao's status or contact with him. Last April, the
release of China Renaissance's financial results was
delayed due to auditors being unable to reach Bao.
The resignation, effective immediately, has prompted a
management reshuffle, with co-founder Xie Yi Jing
succeeding Bao as the new chairman and CEO.

China Renaissance, one of China's largest investment
banks, has seen its shares suspended from trading due
to uncertainties related to Bao's status. The company
aims to publish its 2022 annual results and 2023
interim report as soon as possible, a key requirement
for the resumption of share trading on the Hong Kong
stock exchange.

Bao Fan's unexplained investigation and resignation
are part of a broader anti-corruption crackdown
initiated by the Communist Party, impacting high-
profile figures in the financial sector. The
circumstances surrounding Bao's departure coincide
with President Xi Jinping's extensive campaign
targeting corruption within China's financial
institutions starting 2021, leaving the financial
community and the tech sector in China grappling with
uncertainty and speculation about the fate of one of its
most prominent figures. [BBC] [CNN] [Nikkei Asia]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Human rights report reveals
possible links between car industry and
forced labor in Xinjiang

(ms) Global carmakers, including General Motors,
Tesla, BYD, Toyota, and Volkswagen, are implicated in
the use of Uyghur forced labor in their aluminum
supply chains, warns a report released by Human
Rights Watch on February 1.

The 99-page document titled "Asleep at the Wheel: Car
Companies’ Complicity in Forced Labor in China" claims
that these automakers are failing to implement
rigorous human rights and responsible sourcing
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standards in their Chinese joint ventures, exposing
them to the risk of forced labor in Xinjiang.

The northwestern region of Xinjiang has come under
international criticism, especially from the west, due to
the Chinese government's treatment of the local
Muslim population, including the Uyghurs, which,
according to the UN Xinjiang report form 2022, may
amount to “crimes against humanity” (see AiR No. 36,
September/2022, 1). One of the practices the Chinese
government is accused of is forced labor, which,
according to the report, also extends to the region's
aluminum industry.

The Human Rights Watch report is based on a series of
online Chinese state media articles, company reports,
and government statements, indicating that aluminum
producers in Xinjiang are participating in labor
transfers. Fossil fuel companies supplying coal to these
producers are also implicated, further linking the
aluminum industry to forced labor.

The automotive industry, which relies heavily on
aluminum for various components, is a major
consumer of Xinjiang's aluminum. The report
highlights that more than 15 percents of China's
aluminum production, equivalent to 9 percent of
global supply, now originates from Xinjiang. Car
manufacturers' lack of transparency and inadequate
mapping of their supply chains make it difficult to
ascertain the extent of forced labor links.

Despite being aware of the risks, carmakers have not
taken sufficient steps to ensure responsible sourcing,
according to Human Rights Watch. Volkswagen, GM,
Toyota, and BYD are singled out for their inadequate
responses to the allegations.

Volkswagen, in particular, claims it is not legally
responsible for human rights impacts in its joint
venture's supply chain, a stance challenged by the
German government's criteria for "decisive influence."

The report urges car companies to map their supply
chains rigorously, disengage from suppliers tied to
Xinjiang, and lobby for strict laws requiring supply
chain disclosure and preventing the import of products
linked to forced labor.

As global tensions rise over China's human rights
abuses, governments, consumers, and industry
stakeholders are called upon to scrutinize the practices
of car manufacturers and ensure they do not
contribute to or benefit from forced labor in Xinjiang.
[Financial Times] [Human Rights Watch] [Reuters] [The
Guardian]
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China: Uyghur women's decades-long
struggle against religious persecution

(ms) The Uyghur Human Rights Project (UHRP) has
published a report on the religious persecution faced
by Uyghur women in China's Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region. The report challenges the
prevailing notion that religious prosecutions
predominantly affect men, providing compelling
evidence of the denial of freedom of religion to Uyghur
women.

The report reveals a systematic effort to criminalize
Uyghur women's religious practices, including learning
the Quran, daily prayers, and wearing the hijab. Many
elderly women, some over 80 years old, are detained
and imprisoned for religious learning that occurred 20
or 30 years prior often when the accused were as
young as five or six years old.

The report underscores the marginalization of Uyghur
women's religious practices by the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP). Under the guise of "anti-extremism"
campaigns, women acting as religious leaders, known
as “buwi” have been portrayed as dupes of extremism
and targeted, with 91 women from a single county
detained for their official registration as such.

The denial of Uyghur women's freedom of religion is
part of a broader abuse of women's rights,
encompassing gender-based violence in detention,
forced sterilization, abortion, and forced marriage,
according to the report.

UHRP calls for recognition of the intersection between
women's rights and freedom of religion to
comprehensively address the multifaceted abuses
faced by Uyghur women. It challenges China's
narrative of liberating Uyghur women, revealing
instead a systematic pattern of removing them from
cultural and religious leadership roles and subjecting
them to long-term imprisonment for routine religious
practices. [The Guardian] [UHRP]

China: Hong Kong convictions highlights
ongoing crackdown on pro-democracy
activists

(ms) On February 1, four Hong Kong citizen were
convicted of rioting in connection to the storming and
ransacking of the city's legislature in 2019. This
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incident marked a turning point in the massive pro-
democracy protests that shook the financial hub.

The defendants, including actor Gregory Wong, were
found guilty of rioting, with additional convictions for
entering the legislative chamber and criminal damage.
The storming of the legislature on July 1, 2019, was an
escalation during the protests against a proposed
extradition bill, eventually prompting Beijing's
intervention with the controversial national security
law.

The trial, which lasted 34 days, involved six defendants,
including journalists Wong Ka-ho and Ma Kai-chung,
who were acquitted of rioting but found guilty of
unlawful entry, as the judge ruled the announced
evacuation order applied to reporters on the day of the
storming as well. The verdicts reignite concerns about
press freedom and the broader crackdown on dissent
in Hong Kong. [AFP] [Al Jazeera][Hong Kong Free Press
1]

In a separate case, Quinn Moon, one of the 12
Hongkongers caught attempting to escape to Taiwan in
2020, has been sentenced to five years and one month
for perverting justice and protest-related charges.
[Hong Kong Free Press 2]

The convictions add to the more than 10,000 arrests
made during the 2019 protests, contributing to the
erosion of civil liberties and political freedoms in the
region and comes in the wake of Chief Executive John
Lee's announcement that Hong Kong would enact a
new city own security law targeting the crime of
sedition. This crime is not covered by the law imposed
by the mainland government and might further enable
the cities government to crackdown on oppositional
forces (see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3).

China: Politburo signals economy moved
to second tier of prioritization

(ms) During a recent meeting of the Communist Party's
Politburo, the 24-member highest decision-making
body, sent a signal indicating a shift towards
prioritizing politics, particularly focusing on party
discipline and cohesion as the country comes closer to
its 75th anniversary in October.

While "high-quality development" was found to be
mentioned, observers noted a seeming relegation of
economic issues to a secondary role, with national
security and party unity taking precedence.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-jl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-jr/

In the midst of the ongoing economic struggles,
especially the absence of a set date of the third

plenum of the Politburo, a pivotal economic agenda-
setting event, reinforces the prevailing sense of
uncertainty about China's commitment and capabilities
to realize the aspired economic rejuvenation,
prompting experts and foreign business groups to
question the nation's trajectory.

The deferred third plenum, usually held in October to
November to discuss and decide the blueprint for
economic policy, adds to the mounting concerns. The
unexplained delay has raised questions about its
impact on business and consumer confidence.
Observers warn that this delay could hinder the
consolidation of China's urgently needed real
economic recovery, emphasizing the need for clear
signals to bolster trust among foreign investors.

Meanwhile, against the backdrop of the economic
uncertainties, President Xi Jinping called during the
meeting for “disruptive innovation.” Emphasizing the
integration of technology with industry and the need to
increase supply chain resilience, Xi outlined a vision
that aligns with China's pursuit of tech self-reliance in
the face of global challenges.

Xi's push for innovation reflects China's commitment to
achieving self-reliance in core technologies and
transforming traditional industries. However, the
juxtaposition of political priorities and economic
uncertainties underscores the challenge of balancing
political stability with the imperative for economic
revitalization. [CNBC] [RTHK] [South China Morning
Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2] [Xinhua]

China: Fiscal pledges signal determination
amidst economic challenges

(ms) In the face of an the weak post-COVID recovery,
China is doubling down on fiscal expansion to
stimulate its economy. Vice Finance Minister Wang
Dongwei affirmed in a press conference on February 1
the government's commitment to maintaining fiscal
expansion this year, using it as the primary tool to
boost growth.

This commitment is seen by observers as crucial given
the persisting deflationary pressures, a prolonged
housing downturn, and geopolitical challenges,
especially the US sanctions on high-tech products are
hampering China's economic resurgence.
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Wang emphasized the government's plan to increase
the intensity of fiscal macroeconomic adjustments,
implementing a proactive fiscal policy to consolidate
and enhance the positive trend of economic recovery.
This commitment aligns with China's strategy of
leveraging fiscal tools to counterbalance stuttering
growth, as indicated by an official survey revealing
contracting manufacturing activity at the beginning of
2024.

The fiscal policy, outlined by Wang, will focus on
expanding domestic demand through subsidies, loan
interest subsidies, and tax incentives, particularly
targeting technology innovation and advanced
manufacturing. Despite a recent dip in fiscal revenue
and a rise in spending, the government aims to pick up
the economic pace by front-loading local debt, with
plans to run a budget deficit of 3 percent of GDP in
2024,

While Beijing's proactive fiscal approach is designed to
rejuvenate growth, critics argue for the need of bolder
moves to address the deepening property slump and a
protracted economic crisis. Economists have urged
more substantial fiscal support, but the government,
mindful of mounting debt pressures, remains cautious
in its stimulus measures.

The upcoming annual parliament meeting in March is
eagerly awaited, where China is expected to unveil
detailed plans to navigate its economic course through
2024. [Reuters] [The Wall Street Journal]

China: "Whitelist" property financing
program aims to revive real estate amid
Evergrande fallout

(ms) China is unveiling new measures to support its
beleaguered property sector, as concerns about the
fallout from Evergrande's liquidation continue to loom
large. In a bid to stabilize the market, the government
has initiated a "whitelist" financing program, allowing
specific projects to receive targeted funding. This
initiative comes amidst a backdrop of economic
challenges, with the property sector accounting for a
quarter of China's GDP.

The "whitelist" mechanism involves city governments
providing lists of local property projects deemed
suitable for financing support. The first batch includes
107 projects in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
and 314 in Chongqing, with a total financing
requirement of CNY 83 billion (USD 11.6 billion)
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While the move is aimed at boosting market
confidence, investor response has been restrained,
with Hong Kong's Hang Seng Mainland Properties
Index and China's CSI 300 Real Estate Index
experiencing declines. The effectiveness of the
program is questioned by analysts who highlight the
banks' reluctance to lend to the troubled sector.

Chinese developers Sunac China and CIFl Holdings
report projects receiving local government support,
marking a trend of defaulted developers seeking
assistance. However, doubts persist about the overall
impact of the "whitelist" program as analysts caution
that it might be "too little, too late" given the sector's
substantial funding gap for unfinished pre-sold homes.
[Reuters] [The Wall Streat Journal] [Yicai Global]

China: Unveiling of 10 offenses that could
trigger an “invitation to tea”

(ms) China's Ministry of State Security has outlined ten
specific actions that could prompt an "invitation to
tea," a euphemism for being summoned or
investigated by authorities. The detailed list, posted on
the ministry's WeChat account, sheds light on the
criteria that may lead to questioning, with a focus on
national security, state secrets, and violations of the
anti-espionage law.

Among the highlighted offenses are activities
endangering national security, illegal acquisition or
possession of state secrets, and involvement in or
assistance with espionage. The ministry emphasized
the importance of cooperation in espionage
investigations, prevention of leaks related to
counterespionage and intelligence, and the necessity
of taking precautions against spying.

This announcement comes amid intensified efforts by
both mainland China and Hong Kong authorities to
address potential threats to national security.

Last year, Beijing strengthened its anti-espionage
measures, urging the public to give tip-offs regarding
suspected foreign spy activities. The updated counter-
espionage law, effective from July 2023 [see AiR No. 18,
May/2023, 1], expanded the definitions of spying and
enhanced the investigative powers of national security
law enforcement agencies.

The ministry's warnings extend beyond traditional
espionage activities. It cautions against the illegal
production, sale, possession, or use of spy devices like
wiretapping tools, or small cameras or recording
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devices. Additionally, the anti-espionage law now
covers construction projects in security control areas
surrounding important units and facilities, aiming to
detect and prevent potential use by foreign spy
agencies. Foreigners found violating the anti-espionage
law may face deportation within a specified period.
[ECNS] [Radio Free Asia] [South China Morning Post]

China: Supreme People’s Procuratorate
vows intensification on crackdown on
financial crimes

(ms) The China's Supreme People’s Procuratorate
(SPP), announced an escalated crackdown on financial
crimes in the coming year. Targets of the crackdown
include illegal fundraising, loan fraud, money
laundering, proscribed foreign exchange trading, and
crimes related to the use of virtual currencies for
transferring assets abroad. Under the pretext of
providing strong rule-of-law to guarantee to support
high-quality financial development.

The focus extends to crimes affecting the capital
market and listed companies' interests, such as
financial fraud, misappropriation of listed companies’
assets, insider trading, and market manipulation. The
SPPs commitment aligns with President Xi Jinping's
recent directives urging loyalty from courts and law
enforcers to safeguard national security and prevent
major security risks (see AiR No. 4, January/2024, 4).

This initiative follows the Communist Party's
establishment of the Central Financial Commission last
year, marking its prominence as the country's top
financial regulator. Xi has stressed the need for
comprehensive financial supervision and the eternal
theme of preventing and resolving financial risks.

As China grapples with an ailing stock market, Premier
Li Qiang convened a cabinet meeting to discuss
measures to revive sentiment and stabilize share
prices. Vice-Premier He Lifeng has urged nationwide
support for listed firms, emphasizing the critical role
they play as a "microeconomic bedrock" in promoting
confidence, market stability, and economic
development (see entry above). [South China Morning
Post]

China: Stricter measures implemented to
navigate deepening stock crisis
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(ms) In a bid to counteract stock market downturn,
China has extended trading restrictions, targeting both
domestic institutional investors and specific offshore
units. Officials have imposed limits on brokerages'
cross-border total return swaps, a move aimed at
curtailing a channel frequently used by China-based
investors to short Hong Kong stocks.

The heightened crackdown extends to quantitative
hedge funds, with some facing bans on placing sell
orders and restrictions on cutting stock positions in
leveraged market-neutral funds. These measures are
perceived as responses to the recent sell-off in small-
cap stocks, attributed to bets associated with the
Direct Market Access strategy.

This stringent regulatory intervention comes amidst a
broader economic challenge, including weak economic
data, simmering geopolitical tensions, a property crisis,
and a crackdown on the financial sector. China, aiming
to stabilize markets and restore investor confidence,
grapples with a three-year stock rout that has erased
approximately USD 7 trillion in value.

In a parallel effort to revive the struggling stock
market, Central Huijin Investment, a unit of China
Investment Corporation, declared its intention to
increase holdings of exchange-traded funds (ETFs).
This move, coupled with the China Securities
Regulatory Commission's commitment to guide long-
term funds into the market more assertively,
underscores an intensified effort to rejuvenate
investor sentiment. [Bloomberg] [The Standard]

China: Security ministry cautions against
trade protectionism masked as
environmentalism

(ms) The China's Ministry of State Security (MSS) has
signaled that it is targeting what it calls an alarming
case of "extreme environmentalism," labeling it a
threat to national security.

In a WeChat post, the ministry alleges that a Chinese
citizen, called Li, has engaged in activities that
endangered the country's security under the influence
of extreme environmental ideologies while abroad.

According to the ministry, Li actively participated in
environmental protection activities and established
connections with overseas non-governmental
organizations, industry associations, and multinational
corporations.
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The ministry claims that Li, with the support of an
overseas agency, set up a consulting firm in China to
collect sensitive information about the fishing industry.
This information was then allegedly used to fabricate
materials suggesting environmental issues, leading to
the imposition of trade restrictions against China by
unnamed countries.

Simultaneously, the MSS warns against using
environmentalism as a cover for politically motivated
trade protectionism, accusing un-identified countries
of smearing and suppressing China's seafood exports
by imposing technical standards and ecological labels
as well as of using anti-China media and non-
governmental organizations to publicize false
information, creating a pretext for subsequent
suppression and sanctions. [Global Times] [South
China Morning Post]

China: Huge oil reserve discovered

(ms) China has uncovered a massive crude oil deposit
in the central region, specifically in the Sanmenxia
basin of the Henan province, amounting 107 million
tons of crude oil and is expected to play a pivotal role
in reducing China's heavy reliance on oil imports, a
move aligned with its overarching goal of enhancing
energy self-sufficiency.

The state-run Henan Daily confirmed the oilfield's
presence, emphasizing its potential as the foundation
for a new oil-and-gas resource base in the central
region. Analysts believe that this “important discovery”
could contribute to almost one-third of China's total oil
and gas production. At a time when China imports over
70 percent of its crude oil demand, this newfound
resource takes on added significance, potentially
easing the strain on overseas imports.

The oil, described as light crude with no water content,
holds promise for easy refinement, adding to its
strategic value. [China Daily] [South China Morning
Post]

China: Major electronics manufacturer
under investigation

(ms) The China Securities Regulatory Commission
(CSRC) disclosed on January 29 that it has launched an
investigation into Beijing Zuojiang Technology, a
prominent Chinese electronics manufacturer,
suspecting it of significant financial fraud and calling


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-il/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-ij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-ij/

their 2023 financial disclosures to be "seriously
untrue."

The CSRC initiated its investigation on November 24 of
last year, aiming to uncover evidence of illegal
activities.

Zuojiang, in response, claimed it had not received the
results of the investigation and could not provide an
estimate of its 2023 financial earnings to investors but
ensured its investors that all publicly accessible data of
the company is accurate. The company's shares faced
a substantial decline, closing at CNY 33.94 (USD 4.77),
down 19.99 percent after trading resumed on January
31.

This setback adds to Zuojiang's existing challenges,
with the Shenzhen Stock Exchange warning investors
about the possibility of delisting last year. Despite
reporting losses in 2022, the company's shares surged
over 800 percent within 15 months from 2022 to 2023.

The ongoing investigation not only raises questions
about Zuojiang's financial practices but also reflects
the hurdles faced by Chinese semiconductor
companies amidst the US-China tech war and trade
sanctions. Analysts suggest that strict US sanctions and
therefore resulting and the resulting impairments in
the production of various technical products hinder
domestic chip development in China.

Zuojiang, initially claiming that its self-developed data
processing unit (DPU) rivalled Nvidia's, the market
leader in the production of graphics processing units
(GPUs) and other technological hardware, however the
sales numbers reported were disappointing in
December. [CN Info in Chinese] [South China Morning
Post]

China: Launch of Jielong-3 rocket signals
strive for leading position in commercial
space missions

(ms) China is propelling its commercial space
endeavors to new heights with the recent launch of the
Jielong-3, also known as Smart Dragon-3. This compact
rocket, capable of carrying a 1,500-kilogram payload
into a 500-kilometer sun-synchronous orbit,
successfully deployed nine satellites into space on
February 3.

The launch, the second in two months, highlights
China's commitment to President Xi Jinping's vision of
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expanding strategic industries, particularly in the
commercial space sector.

Developed by China Rocket Co, the commercial arm of
a state-owned launch vehicle manufacturer, Jielong-3's
launch cost of reportedly under USD 10,000 per
kilogram, makes it a globally competitive for small-lift
rockets.

China's aggressive push into the commercial space
domain is evident in the surge of launches, with 17
Chinese commercial missions in 2023 contributing to
the country's record-breaking 67 orbital launches,
second only to the United States. The recent successful
deployment underscores China's dedication to
expanding its space capabilities and shows no sign,
that the country will slow down in its endeavors.
[Reuters] [TRT News]

China: Activist sentenced to more than
three years in jail for subversion

(ms) Chinese women's and labor rights activist, Li
Qiaochu, has been sentenced to over three and a half
years in prison for her role in aiding the publication of
what the Linshu County People’s Court in Shandong
province deemed "a large amount of subversive
articles."

Li's conviction is connected to her assistance in
uploading content to the blog of her partner and fellow
activist, Xu Zhiyong, who is currently serving a 14-year
sentence for subversion. The court order also includes
a deprivation of Li's political rights, including the right
to publish, for two years. Li's family has appealed this
decision.

The trial was conducted behind closed doors, citing the
evidence and electronic data as "state secrets." The
court's verdict claims that Li's actions of publishing
these articles helped "spread Xu's advocacy" and
constituted an offense. Li's parents reportedly saw
their daughter in court for the first time since her
arrest in 2021, noting her abnormal weight gain and
apparent health issues, allegedly caused by
inappropriate medication.

International outcry followed Li's sentencing, with the
European Union Delegation to China demanding her
"immediate and unconditional release on medical
grounds." Amnesty International labeled Li's conviction
unjust, asserting that she has been targeted for
expressing views on torture and ill-treatment,
including those faced by her partner Xu. The
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organization highlighted the dangers of peacefully
advocating for human rights in China, calling for Li's
immediate and unconditional release.

Li's case is emblematic of the challenges faced by
human rights defenders in China, who continue to
endure harassment, arbitrary detention, and
persecution for their activism and oppositional or
government critical positions. [Amnesty International]
[South China Morning Post]

Japan: Fraud scandal leads to resignations

(sh) On January 31, Takuo Komori and Ryusho Kato,
two parliamentary secretaries belonging to the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party's largest faction, resigned
from their post over their failure to report political
funds.

Komori did not include JPY 700,000 Yen (USD 4,800) in
his 2022 political fund report, while Kato failed to
report JPY 100,000.

Both, however, have chosen to retain their Lower
House seats, stating their unawareness of the
reporting lapse. [Asahi Shinbon]

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, taking responsibility for
their appointments, expressed that three other
parliamentary secretaries from the faction would
remain in their roles.

In an earlier move, the faction, previously led by
former late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, had disclosed
that over the 2018-2022 period, JPY 676.54 million
(USD 4.57 million) was distributed to 95 political
organizations led by faction members. These funds
were included in their political fund reports. [Kyodo
News]

Additionally, the faction LDP has decided to disband,
marking the end of an era amid the funds scandal. The
ruling party plans an investigation into the collection
and use of political funds among its members in
response to the ongoing controversy. [DW]

In the context of this scandal within the ruling LDP
party, Prime Minister Kishida faces challenges in
restoring public trust in Japanese politics. Analysts
express skepticism about Kishida's vow to rebuild faith,
considering the timing and ongoing accusations
related to hidden slush funds. Some predict potential
resignation due to public anger and dissatisfaction.
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Japan: Power plants under inspection

(sh) On January 30, JERA, Japan's largest power
generator, was set to inspect two thermal power plants
using woody biomass fuel.

The move comes as the Taketoyo No.5 unit, a
significant coal-fired power plant in Aichi prefecture,
suspended operations after a fire near a boiler and
fuel conveyor.

JERA would conduct emergency inspections at the
Hekinan thermal power plant and the Hitachi Naka
plant to assess mechanical devices like electric motors.

Japan, as the world's second-biggest buyer of liquefied
natural gas (LNG), closely monitors disruptions at its
domestic power plants, whether thermal or nuclear, as
traders watch for potential signs of increased demand.
[Reuters]

Japan: Fraud suspects from Philippines
arrested

(sh) On January 30, Japan’s policemen arrested eight
Japanese nationals on an airplane following their
deportation from the Philippines, accusing them of
involvement in telecom fraud targeting people in
Japan.

The suspects allegedly extorted elderly individuals in in
various Japanese prefectures, including Kanagawa,
Tokyo, and Shizuoka for at least three years, as
reported by the Philippines Immigration Bureau.
Authorities seized devices and fraud manuals from a
resort hotel used by the suspects. [Kyodo News]

The police had dispatched investigators to the
Philippines, leading to the suspects' deportation and
mid-flight arrest upon entering Japanese airspace.

Japan's National Police Agency highlighted the ongoing
issue of Japanese fraud groups in Southeast Asia, with
nine groups exposed since 2019 and a total of 122
members detained. [NHK]

Mongolia: Policy priorities set at annual
meeting of cabinet members, province
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governors and representatives of local
assemblies

(ap) Members of the government, governors of
provinces and the capital city, and chairpersons of
local assemblies gathered at an annual meeting that
provided them with an understanding of future
government policies, strategies, and action plans.

In his address, Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene
Luvsannamsrai called 2023 a successful year, citing
among others an economic growth of 6.8 percent and
a GDP per capita at USD 5.220, along with USD 4.5
billion of currency reserves.

He called on to continue tackling corruption and to
pursue system reform and underscored the
importance of achieving urban and rural revival targets
as outlined in the New Revival Policy.

The Prime Minister highlighted especially the revival of
rural areas as a key to addressing unequal
development within society, adding that 2024 would be
dedicated to supporting urban and rural revival.
Relevant authorities will be tasked with crafting a
roadmap for regional development and identifying its
economic priorities based on the potential and
advantages of the respective regions of the country.
[Montsame]

Adopted by the Mongolian parliament in March 2022,
the New Revival Policy seeks to tackle six key economic
constraints: trade ports, energy, industrialization,
urban and rural development, green development, and
efficient governance.

North Korea: Kim Jong Un inspects
shipyard building warships

(ap) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspected on
February 2 a warship building shipyard.

During the inspection, he called boosting the country’s
naval force “the most important issue in reliably
defending the maritime sovereignty of the country and
stepping up the war preparations at present.” [KCNA]

The inspection and statement came as Pyongyang
launched cruise-missiles on the same day (see article
in this edition). [Channel News Asia]
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North Korea launches cruise missiles

(ap) According to a statement of the South Korean
military, North Korea on February 2 fired multiple
cruise missiles for the fourth time within less than two
weeks. [Reuters]

Pyongyang confirmed a day later that a "cruise missile
super-large warhead" and a new type of anti-aircraft
missile was tested off the country's west coast. [KCNA]

Meanwhile, North Korea confirmed on January 31 that
an exercise had been conducted the day earlier in the
Yellow Sea to launch a Hwasal-2 strategic cruise
missile.

The January 31 launch marked the third cruise missile
fired within a week [see AiR, No. 5, January/2024, 5],
reflecting Pyongyang's increasingly assertive stance
amid heightened inter-Korean tensions with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un having recently described
the relations between North and South Korea as “two
hostile countries in a state of war” [see AiR No. 1,
January/2024, 1] [Yonhap]

South Korea: April General Election to
follow proportional system

(oy) Opposition leader and Chairman of the
Democratic Party (DP), Lee Jae-myung, has decided to
retain the semi-mixed member proportional electoral
system (MMP) for the upcoming National Assembly
elections in South Korea. As the controlling majority in
South Korea's National Assembly, DP is in the position
to decide the electoral system and has allocated this
decision to Lee.

The MMP, which ties parliamentary seats to the
percentage of voter support for political parties, was
introduced in 2020 to ensure fair representation of
minor parties. However, it has been criticized for
encouraging major parties to create temporary
affiliates to win more proportional seats.

Lee's decision has been criticized by the rival People
Power Party, which argues that the system confuses
voters due to its complicated seat counting rules.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Rival parties fail to agree on
workplace safety law grace period
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(oy) On February 1, the main opposition Democratic
Party (DP), which holds the National Assembly
majority, rejected the ruling People Power Party's (PPP)
proposal to delay the Serious Accidents Punishment
Act implementation by two years. This was the second
time a proposal to extend the Act's implementation
amongst small businesses failed to pass the
parliament.

The PPP has been seeking to extend the grace period
for small businesses to implement the law. The party
had earlier accepted DP's request to create a dedicated
government agency for industrial safety upon the Act's
implementation, as part of negotiations for the two-
year delay.

Small businesses have requested additional time to
prepare for the Act, citing the economic recession from
Covid-19 as affecting their preparation. The Korea
Enterprises Federation had earlier expressed deep
regret over the failure of the first parliamentary
discussions. They argued that the expanded
implementation of the Act could lead to negative
consequences like workplace closures and increased
unemployment, rather than preventing future
accidents. Separately, a senior official at the Korea
Chamber of Commerce and Industry also expressed
concerns about increased management uncertainty for
small businesses if the Act is enforced.

The Serious Accidents Punishment Act came into effect
on January 27 for companies with less than 50
employees. Under the Act, owners or CEOs of
companies could be subjected to at least one year in
prison or fines of up to KRW 1 billion (USD 749,000), if
fatal on-duty accidents are related to inadequate
workplace safety measures. Companies with less than
five employees are not subjected to the Act.

The Act has come under scrutiny as the number of on-
duty disasters has not decreased following its earlier
implementations for companies with more than 50
employees. It has also been criticized for unclear
criteria for punishment. [Korea JoongAng Daily]
[Yonhap 1][Yonhap 2][Yonhap 3][Yonhap 4]

South Korea: President Yoon vetoes bill on
new investigation into Itaewon crowd
crush

(oy) On January 30, South Korea President Yoon Suk

Yeol vetoed a bill on introducing a fresh investigation
into the 2022 Itaewon crowd crush during which 156
people died while publicly celebrating Halloween (see
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AR No. 45, November/2022, 2). The bill calls for a
special investigation committee to be formed to
reexamine the causes of the Itaewon crowd crush.

The proposed 11-member committee will be made up
of four members nominated each by the ruling People
Power Party (PPP) and the opposition parties, and
three additional members recommended by the
parliamentary speaker in consultation with the victims’
families.

Prime Minister Han Duck-soo criticized the bill for
giving the investigation committee excessive power
and risking compromising fairness and neutrality. He
also announced plans to provide more support and
compensation for the victims and their families, as well
as to establish a memorial area, in response to the
public's urge for assistance to victims and their
families.

The PPP has also criticized the bill, arguing that it is
unfair as it would enable the opposition to fill the
committee with individuals who are inclined towards
the Democratic Party (DP). The PPP also contends that
a comprehensive investigation has already been
conducted (see AiR No. 46, November/2022, 3).

Earlier on January 29, DP’s leader Lee Jae-myung
criticized Yoon’s expected veto at a party meeting. Civic
organizations and victims’ families have also been
calling for the bill's approval, urging a more thorough
investigation to determine the root cause of the crush.
[Yonhap 1][Yonhap 2][Yonhap 3]

South Korea: Bill proposed for new
immigration agency

(oy) On February 2, South Korea's ruling People Power
Party (PPP) proposed a bill to establish an independent
immigration agency as part of efforts to address South
Korea's population decline. The proposed immigration
agency would manage immigration services and serve
as a central authority for immigration and entry
policies. The agency would also tackle complex matters
related to immigration.

South Korea has been facing a population decline [see
AIR No. 5, December/2024, 5]. Its working-age
population (aged 15 to 64) fell by 0.96 percent to about
35.9 million in 2023. As of May 2023, the number of
naturalized foreigners living in South Korea was
51,000. [Yonhap]
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South Korea: President Yoon considering
pardon for former Defense Minister

(oy) South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol is reportedly
contemplating a special pardon for former Defense
Minister Kim Kwan-jin, who was convicted for ordering
the military cyber command to post pro-government
comments online during the 2012 elections. Despite a
partial acquittal by the Supreme Court, Kim was
sentenced to two years in prison by the Seoul High
Court in August 2023.

The presidential office has not confirmed whether Kim
will be pardoned. In South Korea, special pardons are
usually granted at the start of a new year or near
August 15, South Korea's Liberation Day. The process
for granting pardons involves a review by a justice
ministry panel, followed by deliberation at a Cabinet
meeting, and finally, approval by the president.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Prosecution appealing
former Supreme Court Chief Justice
acquittal

(oy) The Seoul Central District Prosecutors Office is
appealing the acquittal of former Supreme Court Chief
Justice Yang Sung-tae and two other justices, Park
Byong-dae and Ko Young-han.

This comes after the Seoul Central District Court

acquitted Yang of 47 charges of abusing judiciary
power, as well as Park and Ko who were charged
alongside the case.

Yang was accused of abusing his judiciary power, such
as using trials as leverage to create a new court of
appeals and interfering with trials related to Japan's
wartime forced labor. [see AR No. 5, December/2024,
5][Yonhap]

South Korea: Supreme Court nominates
two veteran judges

(oy) The Supreme Court of South Korea has nominated
two experienced judges, Eom Sang-phil and Shin Sook-
hee, as the new Supreme Court justices.

The nominations, recommended by Chief Justice Cho
Hee-dae, await approval from President Yoon Suk Yeol.
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Following approval, a confirmation hearing will be held
by the National Assembly.

Eom and Shin, who began their judicial careers in 1997
and 1996 respectively, were selected from six
candidates. If appointed, they will replace outgoing
justices Ahn Chul-sang and Min You-sook. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Finance Minister reports
unequal economic recovery

(oy) South Korea's Finance Minister, Choi Sang-mok,
has stated that while the economy is showing signs of
recovery, the progress is uneven across sectors and
domestic demand remains weak, warning of potential
inflation exceeding 3 percent in the coming months
due to geopolitical uncertainties.

Choi added that the government aims to achieve a 2
percent inflation level by increasing supplies of major
agricultural items and implementing discount
programs. An additional KRW 10 billion (USD 7.54
million) will be allocated to reduce prices of farm
produce and fresh food items ahead of the Lunar New
Year holiday.

In a press release, Choi stated that all ministries will
collaborate to address issues like housing,
transportation, jobs, and regulations. The government
has pre-announced legislation for amendments to
housing supply regulations and plans to initiate
interest refunds for privately-owned businesses.
Efforts are also underway to adjust levies deemed
unreasonable due to economic and social changes.

South Korea's finance ministry projected this year's
consumer prices to increase by 2.6 percent. In January
2023, South Korea's inflation fell below 3 percent, the
first in six months. The Consumer Price Index also fell
to 2.8 percent, and the core inflation rate fell to 2.5
percent. [Yonhap] [South Korea’s Ministry of Finance
and Economy]

South Korea: Fall in tax revenue

(oy) South Korea's 2023 tax revenue fell by KRW 51.9
trillion (USD 38 billion) from the previous year, a
decrease of 13.1 percent. This was primarily due to
weak corporate activities and a sluggish property
market. The government collected KRW 344.1 trillion
(USD 259 billion) in taxes, which was KRW 56.4 trillion
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(USD 42 billion) short of the ministry’s forecast for the
2023 budget.

The decrease in tax revenue was primarily due to a
decrease in corporate taxes, which dropped by 22.4
percent to KRW 80.4 trillion (USD 60 billion), and
income taxes, which fell by 10 percent to KRW 115.8
trillion (USD 87 billion). The value-added tax also
decreased by 9.6 percent to KRW 73.8 trillion (USD 55
billion) due to slow private consumption and a fall in
imports. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Construction of third
submarine begins

(oy) South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) announced on January 31, that
construction for the third and last Changbogo-IIl Batch-
Il class submarine had begun, after finalizing the
submarine’s production schedule with Hanwha Ocean.

The submarines were part of a KRW 1.1 trillion (USD
829 million) contract signed in December 2023 [see AIR
No. 52, December/2023, 4], as part of South Korean
military’s efforts to acquire advanced diesel-electric
attack submarines against threats from North Korean.

The Batch-Il model submarine is expected to be
equipped with 10 vertical launch tubes for submarine-
launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs). The SLBM system is
anticipated to play a crucial role in South Korea's Kill
Chain preemptive strike platform, which is designed to
destroy key North Korean nuclear and missile targets if
clear signs of intended use are present.

The submarine will also incorporate the latest noise
reduction technology for enhanced stealth and will be
equipped with a lithium-ion battery, enabling it to
perform longer underwater missions. [Yonhap]

South Korea: New national cybersecurity
strategy

(oy) On February 1, South Korea's government released
a National Cybersecurity Strategy (NCS) aimed at
strengthening the country’s offensive cyber defense
operations and building international cooperation
mechanisms.

The strategy, which focuses on North Korea's cyber
threats, calls for preemptive responses to
cybersecurity threats, enhancing cyber capabilities and
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resilience, and contributing to international peace and
prosperity.

NCS was jointly developed by several national agencies
and ministries. It proposes three strategic objectives:
strengthening offensive cyber defense, expanding
global leadership, and enhancing cyber resilience. To
achieve this, NCS outlines five key tasks, including
strengthening offensive cyber defense, building global
cooperation mechanisms, enhancing the cyber
resilience of critical state infrastructure, securing a
competitive edge in emerging technologies, and
strengthening South Korea's integrated response
capability.

The NCS emphasizes the need to shift from a defensive
to an offensive approach to cyber threats, particularly
from North Korea. [Yonhap][NK News][South Korea
President Office]

Taiwan: New Legislative Yuan sworn in

(xc) Taiwan's 11th Legislative Yuan was inaugurated on
February 1, marking the beginning of a new legislative
session that will run until 2028.

The current composition of the 113-member
legislature reflects a balanced distribution of power,
with no party holding an absolute majority. The
Kuomintang (KMT) leads with 52 seats, supplemented
by two independents aligned with the party, while the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) of President-elect
Lai Ching-te closely follows with 51 seats. The Taiwan
People's Party (TPP), holding eight seats, is poised to
tip the balance on future crucial votes.

The new Legislative Yuan consists of 54 newcomers
and 59 incumbents, with a gender distribution of 47
women (42 percent) and 66 men (58 percent), and an
average age of 53 years. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: KMT’s Han Kuo-yu elected
speaker of legislature

(xc) Kuomintang (KMT) candidate Han Kuo-yu has been
elected as the speaker of Taiwan's 11th legislature,
marking a significant shift in the legislative leadership.

Despite falling short of an absolute majority in the
initial voting round with 54 votes, Han clinched the
speakership in the runoff, thanks to the backing of 52
KMT lawmakers and two independent legislators.
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The initial round saw a competitive field with former
Speaker You Si-kun of the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) securing 51 votes and Taiwan People's
Party (TPP) candidate Huang Shan-shan receiving
seven votes, although one was later invalidated due to
a ballot marking issue. The TPP's internal mishap,
highlighted by Legislator Chen Gau-tzu's accidental
smearing of the ballot, led to a public apology for the
error.

In the decisive runoff, Han maintained his initial vote
count of 54, surpassing You Si-kun, who received 51
votes again, as the TPP lawmakers opted to abstain.

Han, the former mayor of the southern city of
Kaohsiung and presidential candidate in the 2020 race
for presidency, is widely seen as Beijing-friendly. With
his election, Taiwan's President-elect Lai Ching-te of teh
DPP will have to face challenges in setting the island'’s
direction in cross-Strait relations. [Focus Taiwan] [The
Straits Times] [Reuters]

Taiwan: DPP expels 50 members for rule
violations

(xc) The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) of Taiwan
has taken a significant disciplinary step by expelling 50
of its members, including high-profile figures like
former legislator Julian Kuo and agricultural blogger Lin
Yu-hung.

This decision, made by the DPP's Central Evaluation
Committee, comes in response to violations ranging
from campaigning for rival political parties to
involvement in #MeToo sex scandals.

The committee's unanimous expulsion decision
reflects the party's stringent stance on maintaining
discipline and integrity among its ranks, especially in
light of the conduct observed during the 2022 local
elections and the lead-up to the 2024 presidential and
legislative elections.

Notably, Julian Kuo's departure follows his public
criticism and distancing from the party, while Lin Yu-
hung's expulsion relates to allegations of orchestrating
hoax threats amidst a controversial egg import
program.

Additionally, Hung Chih-kun, Tsai Mu-lin, and Chen Yu-
hao were expelled for their alleged involvement in sex
scandals, highlighting the party's commitment to
addressing and acting on such serious allegations.
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In a broader disciplinary move, the DPP also
suspended 37 members for a year, signaling a clear
message of accountability within the party. DPP CEC
Chairman Lai Jui-lung emphasized the critical juncture
Taiwan faces post the recent presidential election,
calling for unity and adherence to the party's principles
to protect the nation's core values of freedom,
democracy, peace, and prosperity. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: New subsidy program aims to
equalize tuition fees in private
universities

(xc) President Tsai Ing-wen announced the
implementation of an annual USD 1.120 subsidy for
students attending private colleges in Taiwan, a move
designed to lessen the financial disparity between
private and public university tuition fees.

This subsidy, part of the "Education Equality 1+3
Scheme" introduced by the Cabinet last June, will be
reflected as a 573 USD reduction per semester on
students' tuition bills.

The scheme also includes additional financial support
for economically disadvantaged students. Further
measures include the elimination of high school and
vocational school fees and improved conditions for
student loans, aiming to alleviate the financial burden
on students and their families and to provide greater
freedom in educational choices. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Latest economic growth data
released

(jr) According to the statistical data released on January
31 by the Taiwan Directorate General of Budget,
Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS), impacts of the weak
global end demand and destocking of the industry on
Taiwan's export momentum has resulted in growth
rate for 2023 at 1.4 percent.

Despite this low growth rate, the National
Development Council (NDC) stressed that Taiwan’
economy has experienced at steady uptick over the
past four years. From 2020-2023, Taiwan saw an
average growth of its economy of 3.5 percent, which
was higher than the average of 2.38 percent recorded
for the years from 2016 to 2019 before the Covid-19
pandemic. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan concludes two-day defensive drills

(xc) Taiwan's military has successfully completed a two-
day exercise aimed at bolstering defenses against
potential surprise attacks from China. The Ministry of
National Defense highlighted the detection of Chinese
warplanes and naval vessels near Taiwan, emphasizing
the importance of peace and stability in the region.

These drills also serve to reassure the public of
Taiwan's defensive capabilities, despite the significant
size disparity with China's military forces. Taiwan's
defense strategy includes acquiring advanced
weaponry from the US, revitalizing its domestic arms
industry, and extending compulsory military service.

Additionally, Taiwan's military is considering the mass
production of a new indigenous armored fighting
vehicle equipped with a 105mm gun, following
successful proof-of-concept testing.

This development, involving collaboration between the
Armaments Bureau and the Chung Shan Institute of
Science and Technology, aims to enhance the
firepower and mobility of Taiwan's ground forces.
[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Marine corps enhance defense
capabilities with naval drills in Kaohsiung

(xc) The Taiwan Marine Corps conducted naval
exercises at the Zuoying Naval Base in the southern
city of Kaohsiung, aiming to bolster defenses against
potential Chinese aggression.

The drills featured a mine-laying ship and an
indigenous M109 Assault Boat, tasked with maritime
surveillance and combat missions to enhance rapid
detection of Chinese military activities and overall
combat readiness.

The exercises involved an emergency deployment from
Zuoying Harbor, employing advanced surveillance
techniques, including radar systems and drones, to
provide early warnings of hostile forces.

The drills also showcased mobile missile launcher
vehicles equipped with Hsiung Feng Il and Hsiung Feng
[l anti-ship missiles, focusing on maritime control and
combat scenarios.
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Commander Chu Chun-yin highlighted the
transformation of the Haifeng Brigade's missile unit
from a stationary to a mobile force, equipped with
versatile missiles capable of engaging both land and
naval threats, marking a significant advancement in
Taiwan's naval defense capabilities. [Focus Taiwan]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Reorganization underway
within main opposition BNP

(Im) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is currently
undergoing significant changes and reorganization
efforts, with the health of former Prime Minister and
BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia and the role of her son
Tarigue Rahman being focal points in these
discussions. [Dhaka Tribune]

Several leaders and activists, including Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir, Mirza Abbas, and Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury, were incarcerated after a public rally on
October 28. This led to internal discussions within the
BNP about decision-making and accountability.
Prominent party officials acknowledge the need to fill
vacant positions and address challenges within the
team, but government repression has hindered the
process.

It's considered imperative for BNP leadership,
including Tariqgue Rahman or a member of the Zia
family, to shape the party's future politics and
movement. Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, currently
incarcerated, could emerge as the face of the
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opposition party's movement upon his release.
Opposition leaders are awaiting Mirza Fakhrul's
release and looking to him for decisions on crucial
policy matters.

Bangladesh: 16 parliamentary standing
committees formed

(Im) Bangladesh’s parliament has established sixteen
parliamentary standing committees covering various
ministries. These committees will be led by lawmakers
from the ruling Awami League, with members from the
main opposition also included in each committee.
[Dhaka Tribune]

The committees cover a wide range of ministries,
including education, religious affairs, youth and sports,
cultural affairs, health, women and children affairs,
liberation war affairs, labor and employment,
commerce, fisheries and livestock, agriculture, library,
and environment, forest, and climate change.
Additionally, a petition committee was formed with
Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury as its chair.

Bangladesh: Prime Minister Hasina meets
with top government officials

(Im) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina held a
meeting with top government officials, including senior
secretaries and secretaries, marking her first such
meeting during the current government's tenure.
Cabinet Secretary Md Mahbub Hossain presided over
the meeting, attended by the secretaries of 58
ministries and government departments, among
others. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

During the meeting, Hasina instructed authorities to
ensure law and order and regulate commodity prices.
She emphasized taking strong action against extortion
and called for vigilance in controlling market prices.
The prime minister also suggested forming local
committees to address issues like mugging and youth
gang-related crimes. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: BNP senior official Mirza
Abbas secures bail in six cases, denied in
three
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(Im) A Dhaka court has granted bail to Mirza Abbas, a
member of the Standing Committee of Bangladesh's
main opposition BNP, in six cases while rejecting his
bail petition in three other cases. Mirza Abbas had
been in custody since his arrest on October 31 in a
sabotage case and has been seeking bail since January
24 through his lawyers. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: High Court orders
Muhammad Yunus, others to notify
Tribunal before traveling abroad

(Im) Bangladesh's High Court has ordered Nobel
laureate Muhammad Yunus and three other Grameen
Telecom officials to notify the Labour Appellate
Tribunal before traveling abroad. The court is also
questioning the legality of the tribunal's stay order that
suspended the conviction and sentence of Yunus and
the three officials, temporarily suspending the stay
order until further review. [Dhaka Tribune]

On January 28, the Labour Appellate Tribunal had
granted bail to Yunus and the three other employees
of Grameen Telecom who were sentenced to six
months in prison earlier last month for alleged labor
law violations. The four were immediately granted bail
for 30 days to appeal their sentence, and the court
accepted their petitions challenging the verdict. The
next date for hearing in the case has been fixed to
March 3. [The Wire]

Yunus, who won the Nobel Prize in 2006, is credited
with lifting millions out of poverty through his
microfinancing bank, the Grameen Bank. Initially
praised by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, he was later
viewed as a political rival and removed from the
Grameen Bank board in 2011. Since then, he has been
subjected to numerous civil and criminal cases related
to his social business ventures.

Bangladesh: Supreme Court upholds court
order on ex-Hefazat leader’s bail

(Im) The Appellate Division of the Supreme Courtin
Bangladesh has upheld a High Court order granting
bail to Mamunul Haque, the former joint secretary
general of Hefazat-e-Islam, in two cases related to the
vandalism of a local Awami League office, which
occurred approximately three years ago. The apex
court upheld the High Court order because the
defendant had been in jail for three years in these two
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cases without any chargesheets being submitted by
the police. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: High Court questions
imposition of death penalty without
guideline

(Im) The High Court in Bangladesh has issued a rule
questioning the government about the imposition of
the "death penalty" without a general guideline,
considering it potentially contradictory to the
constitution. The court also asked why guidelines
haven't been established for sentencing "death
penalty" as capital punishment. [Dhaka Tribune]

This comes in response to a writ petition filed in
December last year, which argues that the death
penalty contradicts certain articles of the constitution
and is discouraged by international conventions.

Bangladesh: Court sentences 10 to death,
6 to life imprisonment in 2018 gang rape
case

(Im) A court in Noakhali, Bangladesh, has sentenced 10
individuals to death and six others to life
imprisonment for their involvement in the gang rape of
a housewife during the 2018 general election. The
court also imposed fines on the convicts. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The incident occurred because the victim did not vote
for their preferred candidate. Charges were pressed
against 16 people, including an expelled Awami League
leader, in 2019, and one convict was tried in absentia
as he has been on the run since the incident.

Bangladesh: JU Chhatra League leader,
three others arrested over rape
allegations on campus

(Im) Following a rape incident on the Jahangirnagar
University campus, four individuals, including the
international affairs secretary of the Chhatra League,
which is the student wing of Bangladesh's ruling
Awami League, have been arrested. This development
has prompted intraparty discussions about the
potential dissolution of the Chhatra League committee
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at the university. [The Business Standard] [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bhutan: National debt surges to 103.2
percent of GDP estimate for 2024

(Im) Bhutan's national debt increased to approximately
USD 3.65 billion in 2023, a 5.7 percent rise from the
previous year. This debt amounted to 103.2 percent of
the 2023-24 GDP estimate of about USD 2.87 billion.
The increase was due to growth in both external and
domestic debt, reaching approximately USD 3.29
billion and roughly USD 367 million, respectively.
[Kuensel]

Economists caution that debt exceeding 200 percent of
GDP could become unsustainable. Currently, debt
servicing accounts for 25.4 percent of domestic
revenue, within the 35 percent threshold.

Bhutan: Businesses to appeal to
government after significant hike in state
land lease rate

(Im) The business sector in Bhutan is considering
appealing to the government to reconsider the
recently revised lease rates for state land, which came
into effect in January. The revision was the first in over
14 years and saw significant increases in lease rates,
particularly in urban areas such as Thimphu and
Phuentsholing. Industry representatives argue that
these rate hikes come at a challenging time for
businesses, particularly as they are still dealing with
the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
[Kuensel]

India: Mosque dispute heats up as court
rules Hindus can worship in mosque

(fd/Im) An Indian court has ruled that Hindus can
worship inside the contested Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi, a verdict that has raised concerns about
increasing religious tensions and potential claims
against other Muslim places of worship in India. [The
Guardian]

Varanasi is the latest flashpoint in a running battle to
claim centuries-old Islamic monuments for the
country's majority Hindu faith. The court ruling follows
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the recent inauguration of the Ram Mandir temple in
Ayodhya, built on the site of a former mosque that was
similarly contested by Hindus [see AIR No. 4,
January/2024, 4].

The mosque, built in the 17th century, has been
subjected to legal petitions by Hindus who claim it is
the site of an ancient Hindu temple and that Hindu
deities were present there. A court-ordered
archaeological survey recently released a report
suggesting evidence of a Hindu temple prior to the
mosque's construction [see AIR No. 5, January/2024, 5].

Against this backdrop, lawyers representing the
Gyanvapi mosque committee approached the the
Supreme Court registrar, seeking an urgent hearing on
the matter. However, they were informed that Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud had advised them to pursue
their case in the Allahabad High Court. [The Hindu]

India: Ally’s defection deals blow to
opposition alliance’s plan to take on
Prime Minister Modi

(Im) India's opposition alliance has faced significant
setbacks in its bid to present a united front against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the upcoming
general elections. [The Straits Times]

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, a key figure in the
opposition bloc called India (Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance), left the alliance to
join Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Kumar cited
unmet expectations within the opposition alliance for
his departure. This development was followed by the
arrest of Hemant Soren, chief of Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, another regional ally, on money laundering
and land fraud charges. [see entry in this edition]

The opposition alliance has faced criticism for a lack of
purpose, a coherent political strategy, and a clear
prime ministerial candidate. Additionally, Mamata
Banerjee from Trinamool Congress announced her
decision to contest solo in West Bengal, further
straining the alliance's unity.

India: Popular actors floats political party
to contest 2026 Tamil Nadu state
assembly polls
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(Im) Vijay, a prominent actor from India’s Tamil Nadu
state, has announced the establishment of his political
party, Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam, and declared that
the party would contest the 2026 assembly elections,
focusing on anti-corruption and anti-divisiveness. Vijay
plans to propagate a Tamil Nadu-centric ideology after
the elections to Parliament's lower House later this
year. [The Hindu]

India: Committee on minimum support
price held 37 meetings, workshops so far

(Im) The committee on minimum support price (MSP) -
an advisory price signal that is part of a larger set of
agricultural policies in parts of India - has conducted
37 meetings and workshops since its establishment in
July 2022. [The Hindu]

The committee, led by former agriculture secretary
Sanjay Agrawal, was formed eight months after the
central government withdrew the three contentious
farm laws. Its primary objectives include enhancing the
effectiveness and transparency of MSP, promoting
natural farming, and adjusting crop patterns to meet
the changing needs of the country.

India: Tamil Nadu chief minister extends
support to Kerala in case seeking to retain
fiscal autonomy

(Im) The chief minister of India’s southern Tamil Nadu
state, M.K. Stalin, has written to his counterpart from
Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan, praising the state government
for taking legal action against the central government's
financial constraints on state governments. [The
Hindu]

In December of last year, Kerala filed a suit in the
Supreme Court, accusing the central government of
damaging its economy by interfering with its finances.
The state alleged that the central government's actions
violate its exclusive power to regulate finances and
impose unconstitutional limits on its borrowing.

India: Seven additional judges in four high
courts elevated as permanent judges

(fd) Seven additional judges in four high courts have
been elevated as permanent judges. Typically,
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additional judges serve a two-year term before being
appointed as permanent judges. [Times of India]

India: Suspended MPs return to
Parliament for budget session

(fd) The Budget Session of India's Parliament, the last
one for the 17th Parliament, began on January 31.
Fourteen Opposition MPs who were suspended during
the last session for protesting against a security breach
have returned to the legislator after the Privileges
Committee recommended the revocation of their
suspension. [The Hindu]

A total of 146 opposition MPs, 100 in the lower House
and the rest in the upper House, had been suspended
for bringing placards into the chambers and frequently
disrupting parliamentary proceedings. The suspension
of 132 MPs had only lasted until the end of the session
on December 21 but the case of the remaining 14 had
been referred to the Privileges Committee.

India: Constitutional Court to hear case
on validity of sub-classification of
reserved categories

(fd) A seven-judge Constitution Bench is set to hear
several petitions regarding the validity of re-
classification in reserved categories. The bench will
decide whether sub-classification can be permitted
within Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and
whether state legislatures have the authority to
introduce sub-classification within these categories.
[The Hindu]

The case originated in 2020 when a five-judge bench
ruled that states could sub-classify Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes to provide preferential
treatment to the "weakest out of the weak." However,
this decision contradicted a 2004 judgment that
opposed such sub-classification.

India: Former Jharkhand chief minister
arrested on corruption charges

(ff) Hemant Soren, a prominent opposition leader and
former Chief Minister of Jharkhand state in India, has
been arrested by the country's financial crimes agency
on corruption charges. [BBC] [Reuters]
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The Enforcement Directorate alleges that Soren
purchased land in Ranchi city using the "proceeds of
crime" obtained from an illegal land sale involving the
Indian army. Soren denies these allegations, stating
that the property was wrongfully attributed to him. He
has challenged his arrest in the Supreme Court,
claiming it to be politically motivated.

Soren's arrest is part of a broader trend in India, where
opposition leaders face high-profile investigations by
central agencies. The ED has been investigating several
other opposition leaders, including chief minister of
Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal. The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) denies allegations of political interference, while
opposition parties accuse the federal government of
using such agencies to target opposition leaders ahead
of general elections.

India: Election Commission bans
participation of children in election-
related activities

(fd) India's Election Commission has issued new
guidelines prohibiting the participation of children in
election-related activities, citing the 1986 Child Labour
Act. These activities include distributing posters and
pamphlets, chanting slogans, participating in campaign
rallies, and attending election meetings. However, the
presence of a child with their parent or guardian near
a political leader, without involvement in campaign
activities, remains permissible under the guidelines.
[Times of India]

India: Protesters who breached
parliament say they were tortured and
made to sign blank confessions

(ff) Five of the six individuals arrested for allegedly
breaching security at the Indian parliament in an
application to a court have claimed they were tortured
by the police into confessing their association with
opposition political parties. They stated that they were
subjected to electric shocks and forced to sign around
70 blank pages. The court has asked the Delhi police to
respond to the allegations. [Independent]

The accused, who were charged under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, had entered the parliament
chamber, shouted slogans, and set off smoke canisters
during a security breach in December. They argued
that their actions were a protest against issues like
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unemployment and violence in the Indian state of
Manipur.

India: Government blocks access to hate
crime tracker websites amid censorship
concerns

(ff) Hindutva Watch, a project based in the United
States that monitors hate crimes targeting religious
minorities in India, and India Hate Lab, a platform
focused on tracking hate speech within India, have
both been rendered inaccessible to users in India. This
decision was made by the Indian government, invoking
Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, citing
reasons related to national sovereignty, integrity, and
security. [Al Jazeera]

Hindutva Watch and India Hate Lab are known for
documenting hate speech and violence against
religious minorities in India, a practice that has grown
in scale and frequency. Critics accuse these projects of
bias against the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
its political ideology, Hindutva.

India: Three CRPF personal killed and 14
injured in attack by Maoists in Baster
region

(fd) In an encounter with Maoists in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar region, three security personnel were killed and
15 others injured. A joint team of security forces was
patrolling nearby villages when the Maoists opened
fire. In the retaliatory fire, six Maoists were killed.
[Times of India]

The incident occurred on the first day of a newly
established security camp in Teklagudem village. Over
500 Maoists attacked the camp, according to Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, although some reports
suggested there may have been up to 1,000 attackers.

Chhattisgarh has been a hotspot for left-wing
extremism, and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
recently set a three-year deadline for eliminating
Naxalism in the country.

India: Unidentified attackers rob
fishermen in Tamil Nadu amid ongoing
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series of mid-sea incidents

(fd) Five fishermen from the coastal village of
Arcottuthurai in Tamil Nadu, India, fell victim to an
attack and robbery by unidentified individuals,
believed to be Sri Lankans. The incident occurred while
the fishermen were fishing several nautical miles
southeast of the Kodiyakkarai coast. This event is part
of an ongoing series of mid-sea attacks on fishermen
in the region, with at least eight similar incidents
reported between August and December of the
previous year. [The Hindu]

The Maldives: President vows to boost
country’s defenses

(Im) Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu on
February 5 unveiled a commitment to bolster the
nation's defenses, primarily focusing on its vast
maritime territory. His strategy involves the
modernization of the Maldives National Defence Force
(MNDF) to enhance its capability in patrolling the
strategically positioned sea borders, critical for global
shipping routes. Additionally, President Muizzu
emphasized the importance of conducting continuous
surveillance over the country's extensive exclusive
economic zone (EEZ) spanning 900,000 square
kilometers. [The Straits Times]

Nepal: Supreme Court asks government
to respond to dispute over NTA chair
appointment

(Im) In Nepal, the Supreme Court has asked the
government, the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, and the Nepal
Telecommunications Authority (NTA) to respond to
disputes surrounding the appointment of the
chairperson of the NTA. [The Himalayan Times]

A group of advocates had filed a petition challenging
the appointment, claiming that it violated
constitutional and legal provisions. They argued that
the government showed favoritism to individuals in
senior positions and excluded potential candidates
from the law, auditing, or management sectors when
seeking applications for the chairperson position at the
NTA.
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Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal meets with
opposition leader Oli ahead of
parliament’s winter session

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal met
with the leader of the main opposition party, KP
Sharma Oli of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist), in preparation for the winter session
of Parliament, which commenced on February 5. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The discussion primarily focused on finding a
resolution to the ongoing dispute over amendments to
the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act. Both leaders
emphasized the importance of ensuring that the bill,
which has received 27 amendment proposals from
lawmakers, is victim-friendly.

Nepal: Election Commission prepares for
by polls in April

(Im) Nepal's Election Commission is gearing up for by-
elections scheduled for April to fill two vacant seats:
one in the lower House of Parliament and one in the
Karnali provincial assembly. Chief Election
Commissioner Dinesh Thapaliya is leading a team that
will propose the election date to Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal and other relevant ministers.
Additionally, the commission is evaluating the
possibility of holding by-elections for vacant positions
at the local level. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cabinet forms national trade
facilitation committee

(Im) The government of Nepal has decided to establish
a National Trade Facilitation Committee, which will be
led by Minister for Industry, Commerce, and Supplies,
Ramesh Rijal. This committee will include
representatives from the private sector as well. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The decision was made during a Cabinet meeting, and
it aims to streamline and enhance trade-related
processes and procedures in the country. Additionally,
the meeting appointed several individuals to various
positions, including members of the National Planning
Commission and the vice-chair of Nepal Airlines
Corporation.
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Nepal: Government protects freedom of
expression, Prime Minister says

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal has
emphasized the government's commitment to
protecting freedom of expression and democracy.
Speaking at an event commemorating the 39th
Anniversary of Nepal Television, he urged the
organization to modernize and focus on producing
content aligned with democratic norms and civil rights.
He also mentioned legislation to merge Nepal
Television and Radio Nepal into a public service
broadcasting organization and encouraged
professionalism and self-regulation within the media
for credibility and responsibility. [The Himalayan
Times]

Nepal: Federal government not to
implement projects worth less than
around USD 225,000

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal has
announced that the federal government will not
implement projects with a budget of less than NPE 30
million (around USD 225,000). This decision aims to
focus resources on larger projects to enhance the
sense of development and reduce duplication among
the three tiers of government. [The Himalayan Times]

During a recent event, Dahal emphasized the need to
prioritize the completion of ongoing projects before
initiating new ones to avoid a debt trap and highlighted
the focus on production and employment generation.

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Khan, deputy
Qureshi sentenced to 10 years in jail for
leaking state secrets

(Im) A Pakistan court on January 30 sentenced former
Prime Minister Imran Khan and his close aide, former
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, to 10 years
in jail in a case related to the leaking of state secrets.
[Al Jazeera]

Khan, who is currently serving a three-year sentence
for corruption, was trialed under accusations of
misusing a confidential cable sent by a former
Pakistani ambassador to the United States. Upon his
ouster from office in April 2022, Khan claimed that the
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cypher telegram contains evidence of a plot by his
political opponents and the military, with assistance
from the United States, to remove him as prime
minister. Washington and the Pakistani army have
rejected these accusations.

Khan's party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), plans to
challenge the court's decision in the Islamabad High
Court, with allegations that the trial was held in an
"unlawful manner." Khan himself issued a statement
on social media following the trial, encouraging his
followers to vote for the candidates of his party, PTl, in
the upcoming election. [JURIST]

Pakistan: Former Prime Minister Khan,
wife convicted for corruption, ‘fraudulent
marriage’

(Im) In a recent legal double blow to former Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi,
they have faced both criminal and civil convictions,
including the harshest yet of 14 years in prison.

On January 31, a court pronounced a verdict of guilt
against the couple, sentencing them to 14 years in
prison. The charges against them included the
unlawful possession and sale of state gifts during
Khan's tenure, a violation of government regulations.
Alongside the prison sentence, the court levied a
substantial fine of approximately USD 5.3 million and
imposed a 10-year disqualification from holding public
office for Khan. In response, Khan's legal team has
announced their intention to file appeals with
Pakistan's High Court for both cases. [TIME]

Furthermore, on February 3, a civil court passed
judgment that deemed Khan and Bibi's 2018 marriage
as contrary to Islamic law, resulting in concurrent
seven-year jail sentences and a fine of roughly USD
3,560. The case was instigated by Bibi's former
husband, who alleged that she remarried Khan without
adhering to the mandatory three-month waiting period
stipulated by Islamic law. [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan: Opposition PTI files review
petition with Supreme Court to reclaim
party symbol

(Im) Pakistan's main opposition party, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), has filed a review petition
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challenging the Supreme Court's decision to withdraw
its "bat" symbol.

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) had
removed PTl's symbol in December, citing the party's
failure to conduct intra-party elections as required by
law. PTI's attempt to reverse the ban was unsuccessful
when the Supreme Court upheld the ECP's decision
last month. Now, the party is seeking to overturn the
apex court's ruling and restore the earlier decision by
the Peshawar High Court, which allowed them to keep
the symbol for intra-party elections.

The party alleges irregularities in the legal process and
unfair treatment by the ECP, asserting that the
symbol's withdrawal violates the fundamental rights of
the party and its supporters.

Pakistan: Supreme Court says courts must
deal with poll matters with
‘circumspection’ to guard democracy

(Im) Pakistan's Supreme Court has ruled that electoral
laws should be interpreted in favor of enfranchisement
rather than disenfranchisement, ensuring that voters
have maximum choice in electing their future leaders.
The court emphasized that electoral criteria should
maintain the integrity and effectiveness of the political
process, and these standards must be clearly defined,
publicly known, and uniformly applied. [DAWN]

The ruling came in response to a controversy over the
rejection of nomination papers of a PTI candidate,
Tahir Said, who was deemed a "proclaimed offender."
The court held that the rejection was a legal error as
electoral laws did not specifically disqualify proclaimed
offenders from running for office.

Pakistan: Military most-trusted
institution, survey finds

(Im) A recent survey conducted in Pakistan has
revealed that the Pakistan Army continues to hold the
highest level of trust among the country's institutions,
with a 74 percent approval rating, despite a slight
decrease of one rating point since 2015.

Following the Pakistan Army, the Supreme Court
emerged as the second most trusted institution,
garnering a 58 percent approval rating. Meanwhile, the
media secured the third spot with a 50 percent
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approval rating. Political parties received an approval
rating of 50 percent in the survey, indicating a more
divided sentiment towards these entities.

The survey also delved into perceptions surrounding
the upcoming general elections. A majority of
respondents (75 percent) expressed their belief that
the elections would lead Pakistan in the right direction.
Additionally, two-thirds of respondents anticipate that
the elections will be conducted fairly and without
interference.

The survey engaged 2,050 respondents aged between
18 and 34 years, providing insights into the public's
perception of various institutions and their
expectations for the upcoming elections scheduled for
February 8.

Pakistan: Prime Minister Kakar visits Azad
Kashmir, reassures support

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
visited Azad Kashmir on February 5, Kashmir Solidarity
Day, reiterating Islamabad'’s support for the Kashmiri
people's struggle for self-determination. Kakar
emphasized the need for a free and impartial
plebiscite and condemned "Indian atrocities in Jammu
and Kashmir," pledging continued moral, political, and
diplomatic support for Kashmiris in their quest for self-
determination. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Clerics in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province issue ruling prohibiting election
campaigning by women

(Im) In Pakistan's Kohistan region, Deobandi clerics
have issued a ruling prohibiting women candidates
and activists from campaigning for the upcoming
general elections. While the so-called fatwa doesn't
explicitly prevent women from running for office, it
bars them from campaigning, including visiting voters
in their homes, which is a common practice in rural
areas. [Bitter Winter]

Pakistan: Government increases petrol
price

(Im) The Pakistani government has increased the prices
of petrol and diesel. The price of petrol has gone up by
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approximately USD 0.08 per liter, reaching around USD
1.62 USD per liter, while the price of diesel has
increased by approximately USD 0.016 per liter,
reaching around USD 1.65 per liter. The decision to
raise fuel prices comes amid ongoing tensions in the
Middle East, including Israel's conflict in Gaza and
Houthi attacks on shipping vessels in the Red Sea.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Pre-election violence intensifies

(Im) In the lead-up to Pakistan's upcoming general
election on February 8, violence has surged, with
several political candidates and parties targeted in
attacks, especially the country’'s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan regions.

Rehan Zeb Khan, an independent candidate associated
with Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party,
was shot and killed in a "targeted killing" in Bajaur,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, with ISIS-K claiming
responsibility. This marks the second killing of a
candidate in recent weeks. [CNN]

Additionally, residences and offices of candidates from
Pakistan's People's Party and the election office of the
Pakistan Muslim League were attacked in Balochistan
province, injuring at least 15 people, with the Baloch
Liberation Army claiming responsibility for one of the
attacks.

On February 5, pre-dawn militant attack in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa left at least 10 police officers dead and
six injured just before national elections. Suspicions
point to Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a banned
terrorist organization. Security forces have launched a
search operation, and all roads in and out of the
district are blocked. [Voice of America]

Amidst this security turmoil, the Pakistan Election
Commission is convening with top security officials to
address the escalating violence in these western
provinces. Meanwhile, Pakistan's caretaker
Information Minister, Murtaza Solangi, announced that
a "three-tiered system" has been implemented to
ensure the security and integrity of the upcoming
national elections. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

In the midst of these challenges, Pakistan's Chief of
Army Staff, General Asim Munir, has unequivocally
stated his opposition to violence in the name of politics
in the lead-up to the country's elections. [The Khaama
Press]
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Pakistan: Military kills 24 insurgents in
three-day operation in Balochistan
province

(Im) Pakistan’'s military has killed 24 separatist
militants, including key commanders, in a three-day
counterinsurgency operation in the restive
southwestern province of Balochistan. The clashes in
the town of Mach were initiated by a coordinated
attack on key government installations by militants,
including suicide bombers. Four security personnel
and two civilians were also killed in the violence. The
separatist Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) claimed
responsibility for the attack, but the Pakistani military
downplayed the number of BLA fighters involved.
[Voice of America]

Balochistan has seen a long-standing insurgency, and
the province is strategically important due to its
location along China's China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), part of Beijing's Belt and Road
initiative. Human rights groups have accused Pakistani
authorities of human rights abuses in their
counterinsurgency efforts, including enforced
disappearances and extrajudicial killings.

Sri Lanka: Police use tear gas to disperse
opposition protest against dire economic
conditions

(aa) On January 30, Sri Lankan police used tear gas and
water cannons to disperse an opposition protest in the
capital, Colombo. The protesters, from the main
opposition United People's Power party, accused
President Ranil Wickremesinghe's administration of
increasing taxes, electricity, and fuel prices, leading to
a sharp rise in living costs. The opposition has pledged
to hold more protests across the country in the coming
weeks. [Daily News] [Associated Press]

The protest came as Sri Lanka grapples with its worst-
ever economic crisis, which began in 2022 and led to
the declaration of bankruptcy. The country was
burdened with over USD 83 billion in debt, resulting in
strident protests that ousted then-President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa. In March of the same year, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved a four-
year bailout program to assist Sri Lanka.

While the government has defended its measures as
necessary to meet IMF targets and ensure the
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country's debt is sustainable, the opposition has
accused it of stifling dissent by cracking down on
protesters. Recently, the parliament approved an
internet regulation bill criticized for creating "a very
oppressive environment." [see entry below]

Sri Lanka: Contentious Online Safety Act
comes into effect

(aa) On February 1, the Online Safety Act - a law that
grants the government commission broad powers to
assess and remove "prohibited" online content, came
into effect. The government claims it will help combat
cybercrime, but critics argue that it is intended to
suppress dissent in advance of upcoming elections.
[Daily Mirror] [BBC]

The law, adopted by Parliament on January 24,
prohibits various forms of content, including "false
statements about incidents in Sri Lanka" and
statements with "an express intention of hurting
religious feelings." A five-member commission
appointed by the president will have the authority to
assess and remove such statements and impose
penalties on those responsible. The legislation also
holds social media platforms accountable for
messages on their platforms. Critics argue that the law
restricts freedom of expression and privacy online and
is a means to stifle dissent. [AIR No. 5, January/2024, 5]

Sri Lanka: Ex-Health Minister arrested
over alleged involvement in
immunoglobulin scam

(aa) Sri Lanka's former Health Minister and current
Environment Minister Keheliya Rambukwella was
arrested on February 2 in connection with the
procurement of substandard human intravenous
immunoglobulin. He is accused of amending the
procurement process, allowing unregistered suppliers
to enter, and seeking Cabinet approval for emergency
drug purchases without evidence of a shortage. [Daily
Tribune] [Adaderana]

Rambukwella was later remanded until February 15.
The prosecution had argued that the minister should
not be granted bail as he has been charged under the
Public Property Act. Rambukwella was previously
stripped of his health ministerial portfolio and
appointed as the Environment Minister in October
2023.
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Cambodia: Observers from four parties
registered

(pm) Four political parties have registered their agents
as observers for the February 25 Senate election, as
confirmed by the National Election Committee
confirmed.

The ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), the Khmer
Will Party (KWP), the National United Front for an
Independent, Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative
Cambodia (FUNINPEC) und the National Power Party
(NPP) have registered both to contest in the election
and their agents to observe.

There will be 66 election observers in 25 provincial
capitals and 33 polling stations from the CPP. The KWP
will have 42 observers in 16 provincial capitals and 21
polling stations, while 25 election observersin 10
provincial capitals and 13 polling stations will be from
FUNINPEC. The NPP registered 31 observersin 11
provincial capitals and 16 polling stations.

11,747 commune councilors and National Assembly
members can elect 60 of the 62 Seante members and
to be held across 33 polling stations in eight regions.

Two citizens will be nominated by the National
Assembly to become senators for the fifth term. The
Permanent Committee of the National Assembly will
gather lawmakers to select two senators for the fifth
term through an election by Assembly members.



The remaining two Senators will be appointed by the
King. [Khmer Times 1] [Khmer Times 2]

Cambodia: Council election date
announced

(pm) The National Election Committee (NEC) has

announced May 26, 2024, as date for the 4™ election
of capital, provincial, municipal, and district and khan
councils.

The council election is based on a proportional, non-
universal electoral system, with members of the
commune and sangkat councils being voters for two
councils, including the capital, provincial council; and
municipal, district, and khan Council.

A total of 11,622 voters will elect 559 seats in the
capital council and provincial councils as well as for
3,641 seats in municipal, district, and khan councils.
[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Two draft sub-decrees and one
draft law approval

(pm) During the weekly cabinet meeting, two draft sub-
decrees and one draft law were endorsed on February
2.

The draft law on Inland Water Transport focuses on
the management and development of Cambodia’s
waterway and seaport sector. The bill aims to maintain
order and ensure security in inland waterway
transport, construct and maintain relevant
infrastructure, and contribute to environmental
protection as well as to increase national economic
development.

The draft sub-decree on the amended sub-decree for
Cambodia’s board of study, marketing, and tourism
promotion was presented during the Government-
Private Sector Forum (G-PSF) in November 2023 by
Prime Minister Hun Manet.

Manet suggested to restructure the Ministry of
Tourism'’s role, task the Board of Directors studying the
marketing and promotion of tourism in Cambodia, and
to establish a mechanism for monitoring and
evaluation through Public Private Partnership (PPP).
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The draft sub-decree on the Organization and
Functioning of the Secretary of the State of Border
Affairs aligns with the provisions of the Law on the
Establishment of the Secretariat of State for Border
Affairs. The law was accepted by the legislature and
promulgated in October last year. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Child marriages and forced
marriages sees a drop

(dqgl) According to findings of a survey conducted by
the Ministry of Women'’s Affairs in coperation with Plan
International Cambodia child marriages and forced
marriages in nine provinces in Cambodia have seen a
slight drop.

In 2021-22, 19 percent of girls in Cambodia are married
before reaching the age of 18 while 1.8 percent are
married before the age of 15. 6 percent of boys are
married under the age of 18. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Rights activists arrested in
Thailand

(dqgl) According to rights groups, three Cambodian
human right activists have been arrested in Thailand.
The arrests came just a few days before Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet is scheduled to arrive in
Thailand on February 7 for an official visit.

Among the arrested are Lem Sokha, vice president of
the Cambodian Refugee Committee, Phan Phana, a
member of the Global Cambodia Youth Network, and
Kung Raiya, a former member of Cambodia's
opposition Candlelight Party and Cambodia's ruling
government party. Along with them, family members
were also arrested.

All of them fled to Thailand to escape political
persecution. They are accused of planning to organize
a political protest on the day of Hun Manet's arrival in
Thailand. [VoA]

Cambodia: Human rights investigator
sued

(pm) Ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) lawyers
have filed a complaint against Soeng Senkaruna,
Senior Human Rights Investigator of the Cambodian
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Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC),
Cambodia's oldest human rights organization, at the
Phnom Penh Municipal Court.

The lawyers allege that Senakaruna’s statements are
leading to distorting the truth, accusing the CPP of
manipulating the judiciary, and inciting hatred against
the party. They demand substantial compensation
from Senkaruna for defamation of the CPP.

Senkaruna denied the accusations and claimed that his
intention is only to promote human rights. He criticized
the CPP for allegedly using the courts to suppress
opposition voices and argued that political disputes
should be addressed politically, but not through the
judiciary. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Final Presidential debate
focuses on human development

(yr/jb) On February 4, the final presidential debate for
the 2024 Indonesian Presidential Election was held.

Anies Baswedan emphasized human development
through equality and justice. Baswedan promised to
speed up aid for sick people, encourage quality
education at affordable costs, create prosperous
families with decent wages, and provide social
assistance according to community needs.

Baswedan also emphasized the importance of change
to overcome inequality and injustice in Indonesia
[Antara 1].

Meanwhile, Prabowo Subianto plans to build three
million rural, urban, and coastal houses. Subianto also
promised to build modern hospitals and health centers
in every region of Indonesia, increase the number of
medical faculties, and send thousands of outstanding
students to study abroad.

In the education sector, Subianto promised to increase
teacher salaries and provide training to improve their
competence [Antara 2].

Ganjar Pranowo proposed developing Indonesian
civilization starting with health, education and human
development. Pranowo plans to develop the "One
Village, One Health Facility, One Health Worker"
program and improve access to education and digital
technology infrastructure, vowing to establish health
facilities in every village across Indonesia
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Pranowo emphasized the importance of development
oriented towards human resources, good character,
politeness and tolerance. These three aspects are
hoped to be implemented simultaneously through
better digitalization. [Antara 3]

Indonesia: Vice-presidential candidate
resigns as minister amid allegations of
bias

(jb) Mohammad Mahfud MD, Indonesia’s chief security
minister and a vice presidential candidate, announced
his resignation January 31, citing a desire to focus on
his upcoming bid for vice presidency.

His decision comes amidst allegations of bias from his
campaign team, who accuse President Joko Widodo of
favoring a rival ticket that includes Widodo's son.

Observers speculate Mahfud's discomfort grew as his
partner openly challenged the president, prompting
his resignation from the cabinet. [Benar News]

Indonesia: Scholars criticize President's
political position

(yr) President Joko Widodo's statement stating his

willingness to campaign and take sides in the 2024
elections sparked strong reactions from academic
communities (see AiR No. 5, January/2024, 5)

Scholars from various universities, including the
Indonesian Islamic University (Ull), Gadjah Mada
University (UGM), and the University of Indonesia (Ul),
have expressed disapproval and moral demands,
urging Widodo to return to the democratic corridors.

They regret Widodo's actions, considered to deviate
from the principles and morals of democracy and
social justice, including alleged abuse of the
Constitutional Court and partiality towards certain
candidates.

The President's Special Staff Coordinator, Ari
Dwipayana, responded by stating that the call was part
of democratic rights, but emphasized that in a political
year, a battle of opinions is normal [BBC Indonesia, in
Indonesian] [Tempo].
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Indonesia: Election commission
investigates voters' duplication

(yr) Chairman of the Indonesian General Election
Commission (KPU), Hasyim Asy'ari, is committed to
investigating 3,238 voters' name duplication on the
Permanent Voter List (DPT) for registered voters in
Johor Bahru, Malaysia.

The KPU applies duplication analysis to avoid duplicate
names, both domestically and abroad. Asy'ari added
that finding duplicated names in the DPT is still normal
because it handles millions of data.

The KPU opens opportunities for double name
correction to prevent misuse and will implement
control measures such as providing attendance sheets
for voters at polling stations [Antara].

Indonesia: Bank Indonesia expands local
currency transaction promotion

(jb) Bank Indonesia, on its mission to reduce
dependency on US dollars, expands the promotion of
local currency transactions (LCT) with major trading
partners.

Governor Perry Warjiyo announced plans to extend the
LCT policy to India and Saudi Arabia, following
successful implementations in China and South Korea.

The LCT scheme fosters macroeconomic stability by
decoupling trade from dollar reliance, ensuring the

stability of the rupiah exchange rate. Six Southeast

Asian nations have already adopted LCT, with more
expected to join soon.

The initiative, prioritized during the 2023 ASEAN
Summit, aims to de-dollarize transactions, mitigate
global risks, and accelerate digital economy
transformation in the region. [The Star]

Indonesia: Financial system maintains
stability in 2023, minister says

(jb) Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati affirmed the
resilience of Indonesia's economy and financial system
in 2023, supporting inclusive and sustainable growth.

Speaking at the Financial System Stability Committee
(KSSK) press conference in Jakarta, she highlighted the
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domestic financial system's robustness amid global
economic slowdown and market uncertainties.

Indrawati emphasized the KSSK's commitment to
bolstering coordination and synergy to safeguard
Indonesia's economy. With global growth projections
declining, the committee remains vigilant, monitoring
both global and domestic economic dynamics to
mitigate risks.

The KSSK, comprising key financial authorities, aims to
fortify Indonesia's economic resilience amidst ongoing
global uncertainty, ensuring sustained stability in 2024.
[Antara News]

Indonesia: Finance minister expects
stable rupiah with upside potential

(jb) Indonesia's Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati
anticipates a stable trajectory for the rupiah, with an
upward bias, citing a gradual alleviation of pressure
from the robust dollar.

Speaking at a press conference, she highlighted factors
fostering stability, including a softening dollar amidst
Federal Reserve rate cut expectations.

The rupiah notably surged to its strongest level in four
days, reaching 15,780 against the dollar. Amidst recent
concerns over fiscal outlook triggered by speculations
of Indrawati's resignation, her ministry affirmed her
continued commitment.

Bank Indonesia echoed optimism, projecting rupiah
strengthening in 2024's second half, with ongoing
interventions to maintain stability. [Investing.com]

Laos: USD 1.4 billion in agricultural
exports recorded for 2023

(wn) Laos exceeded its 2023 agricultural export target
by 20.18 percent, earning over USD 1.4 billion.

Crop production surpassed the target by 3.7 percent,
significantly increasing potato, coffee, banana, and
sugarcane yields. Agriculture and forestry contributed
21.4 percent to the country's GDP. The number of
types of exportable products increased to 64, 16 more
than in 2022.

Laos exports 33 types of products to China, 16 to
Vietnam and 15 to Thailand. The European Union
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accepts all types of agricultural products provided the
products comply with EU import regulations. [The Star]

Laos: Fears over proposed dam across
Mekong River could harm Luang Prabang

(wn) Residents of Luang Prabang, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in Laos, express concern over the
perceived threat posed by a multibillion-dollar dam
project situated 25 kilometers upstream from the city.
The construction of this new dam near an active fault
line raises safety apprehensions among residents,
fueled by memories of a 2018 dam collapse attributed
to subpar construction practices.

UNESCO, recognizing the potential impact on historic
buildings and protected wetlands along the riverbanks,
has voiced concerns. Despite these reservations,
construction persists, with heavy machinery depositing
deep red soil into the Mekong to create the dam's
foundation. The construction site offers a view of the
Pak Ou caves, a popular tourist destination featuring
hundreds of Buddha statues.

The proposed Luang Prabang project is anticipated to
displace 500 families and affect 20 villages. Although
the issue is slated for discussion by UNESCO in July, the
World Heritage Office deferred inquiries to the Ministry
of Information, Culture, and Tourism, which, in turn,
directed queries to the Foreign Ministry, declining to
comment. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Residents of dam resettlement
village report dried up water system

(wn) Residents of a resettlement village in northern
Luang Namtha province have been without water for
seven months due to clogged wells. These wells were
built by the developer of a nearby dam, which
displaced villagers in 2016, as reported by Radio Free
Asia. The report draws attention to dam projects in
Laos that are controversial due to their environmental
impact, displacement of villagers, and questionable
financial and power-demand arrangements.

The Namtha 1 Dam began in 2019 and is a joint
venture between China Southern Power Grid
International Co. Ltd. and Electricite du Lao. The dam
generates power, most of which is sold to two special
economic zones - the Golden Triangle SEZ in Bokeo
province and the Boten SEZ in Luang Namtha,
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bordering China. After 28 years of operation,
ownership of the dam will transfer to the Lao
government.

The developer of the Namtha 1 Dam hired
subcontractors in 2015 to build 11 resettlement
villages, including Tavanh, which has several hundred
residents located about 10 km from the Nam Tha
River.

Last year's rainy season caused flooding in the wells of
a village, which then filled up with debris, dirt, and
mud, as reported by a villager. Another villager stated
that the entire water system had broken down and
was only working efficiently for a year, after which it
failed to supply sufficient water.

Although the district authorities promised to fix the
system, action has yet to be taken in the last seven
months, according to several villagers. A district official
claimed they were unaware of the problem and that
the village authorities had not reported it. The district
authorities have decided to investigate the matter with
the dam developer and the villagers. [REA]

Malaysia: Cabinet to deliberate on
potentially eliminating pension benefits
for politicians

(ba) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim stated
that the proposal to eliminate pensions for politicians
will undergo initial discussions within the Cabinet
before being presented to Parliament. He said this
while delivering a speech to inaugurate the Negeri
Sembilan state-level Madani Programme (state and
federal government heads) at Kem Wawasan Negara
Ulu Sepri on February 1.

Emphasizing the need for transparency and moral
responsibility, he asserted that the matter must be
thoroughly deliberated and explained. Anwar
highlighted the challenge of justifying pension reform if
politicians were exempted from it.

He disclosed that the idea of abolishing the pension
system for civil servants had been previously
considered during his tenure as the finance minister in
the 1990s but was eventually abandoned. Anwar
emphasized the importance of presenting the proposal
to the public, ensuring a comprehensive explanation of
the issue, including its economic implications. This
transparency is aimed at preventing civil servants from
feeling disadvantaged by the potential implementation
of a new retirement system. [Free Malaysia Today]
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Malaysia: Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar of
Johor assumes role of the 17th King

(ba) Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar of Johor officially assumed
the role of the 17th Yang di-Pertuan Agong (King of
Malaysia) on January 31, undertaking a five-year term.

Sultan Ibrahim succeeded Al-Sultan Abdullah
Ri'ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah, who concluded his
tenure as the 16th Yang di-Pertuan Agong the day
before. [Astro Awani] [The Star]

Malaysia: Former prime minister granted
clemency but remains obligated to serve
time in prison

(ba) The meeting of the Kuala Lumpur Federal
Territories Pardon Board has unanimously agreed to
lessen the sentence and fine imposed on former
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak.

In an official statement released on February 2, the
board confirmed a reduction in the former prime
minister's prison term from 12 years to 6 years. The
fine against him was reduced from USD 44,5 million to
USD 10,5 million. Consequently, Najib is expected to be
released on August 23, 2028. Nevertheless, the Board
cautioned that failure to settle the reduced fine would
result in an additional year added to the former Prime
Minister's prison term, extending his release date to
August 23, 2029. [Astro Awani] [The Star]

Responding to reducing the sentence, the United
Malays National Organisation (UMNO) is set to launch
a nationwide signature campaign, seeking His Majesty,
Sultan Ibrahim, King of Malaysia, to consider granting a
full pardon to Datuk Seri Najib Razak.

Lokman, who serves as both an UMNO Supreme
Council member and the Council's spokesperson,
mentioned that the party will additionally commence
efforts to secure either parole or house arrest for
Najib. Furthermore, UMNO President and Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi is
anticipated to convene with UMNO division chiefs
across the country soon to elucidate the circumstances
and issues surrounding the recent decision made by
the Pardons Board. [New Straits Times]

However, there are also parties who criticize the
reduction in sentences. Muda Secretary-General Amir
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Hariri Abd Hadi said that the halving of Datuk Seri
Najib Razak's sentence by the Pardons Board implies a
potential double standard in Malaysian law. He
emphasized that the Board's decision sends the wrong
signal to the public, impacting their confidence in the
government. Amir further noted that this stance
contradicts the reformation agenda championed by
the Unity Government. [New Straits Times]

In addressing the debate, Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim urged an end to all criticisms and
condemnations concerning the reduction in jail
sentence and fine imposed on former Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak. He emphasized the need
for everyone to respect the decision of the Pardons
Board, highlighting that the primary factor in the
decision-making process was not solely legal
considerations but also the compassion of His Majesty.
[The Star]

Malaysia: Prime minister of rejects
allegations of Unity Government lacking
effectiveness in combating corruption

(ba) On February 5, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim refuted claims that the Unity Government
lacked resolve in addressing corruption, particularly in
light of the Pardons Board's decision to reduce the
prison sentence and fine for former prime minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak.

Anwar emphasized the ongoing nature of the judicial
process and clarified that, at no point, had Umno
president Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi
presented him with an ultimatum regarding Najib's
pardon. Highlighting the multitude of priorities for the
Unity Government, including economic concerns and a
review of civil servants' salaries, Anwar underscored
the comprehensive nature of governance and the
unwavering commitment to combat corruption.

Addressing the importance of cooperation from civil
servants in the fight against corruption, Anwar
stressed the necessity of saving the country from
abuses of power and wealth misappropriation to
rebuild trust among the people and restore the
nation's revenue.

He expressed confidence in the government's resolute
stance against corruption, citing decisive actions by
enforcement agencies such as the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) and the Inland
Revenue Board (LHDN). [The Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Immigration Authority reports
relocation of 100 female detainees

(ba) On February 2, all 100 female detainees at the
Bidor Temporary Immigration Depot were transferred
to different facilities, marking a temporary evacuation
of the site.

Immigration Director-General Ruslin Jusoh mentioned
that the female detainees were relocated to depots in
Bukit Jalil (Kuala Lumpur), Lenggeng (Negeri Sembilan),
and Kemayan (Pahang), adding that the temporary
clearance of the immigration depot is in effect until the
investigation into the rioting and escape of detainees is
completed.

On the night of February 1, a total of 131 illegal
immigrants escaped from the male block of the
Temporary Immigration Depot in Bidor, resulting in
one reported death in a road accident. Among those
who fled, 115 were Rohingya detainees, 15 were
Myanmar nationals, and one was from Bangladesh.
[The Malay Mail]

Regarding the ongoing efforts, Ruslin reported that the
tally now stands at 76 apprehended illegal immigrants
as of 10 pm, February 5. Ruslin mentioned that these
illegal immigrants are suspected to still be in the
vicinity, possibly receiving assistance, including food,
from residents in the surrounding areas.

As a result, the search remains concentrated on the
Bidor and Tapah region, covering an expanse of 20
kilometers. He urged the local community to promptly
relay any information to the authorities if they come
across these foreigners. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Authorities initiate 54
investigation files in connection with
fraudulent activities at Shuppee Mall

(ba) The authorities have initiated 54 inquiry files
related to the Snuppee Mall fraud case, wherein losses
exceeding USD 210.000 have been reported.

Deputy Director (Investigation) of the Commercial
Crime Investigation Department of the Royal Malaysia
Police Datuk Rohaimi Md Isa revealed on February 3
that preliminary investigations indicate Snuppee Mall
promoted itself as an online platform for generating
additional income. Rohaimi explained that enticed by
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the enticing offers, numerous users transferred money
to the company.

However, on January 29, 2024, the company declared
bankruptcy and ceased all operations through a formal
notice. He emphasized that investigations are
underway under Section 420 of the Penal Code. [The
Star]

Malaysia: Ministry of Home Affairs
announced date of start of Migration
Repatriation Programme

(ba) The Migration Repatriation Programme is set to
commence on March 1, according to Datuk Seri
Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, Malaysia’s Home Minister.

He mentioned during a press conference at the Home
Ministry headquarters on January 31 that the
Recalibration Programme 2.0, which concluded on
December 31 of the previous year, successfully
addressed the demand for foreign workers.

However, as there are still undocumented foreigners in
the country, the initiation of the Migration Repatriation
Programme on March 1 aims to facilitate the return of
these individuals to their home countries without
facing prosecution.

In a related development, Saifuddin shared that the
Cabinet has unanimously agreed to extend the freeze
on the hiring quota for foreign workers. He
emphasized that there is no compelling reason to lift
the freeze, which was initially implemented in March of
the preceding year.

Additionally, Saifuddin disclosed that the Cabinet has
undertaken a review of past agreements with three
primary source countries for foreign workers, namely
Nepal, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. [The Star]

Malaysia: Bersatu intends to apply Anti-
Party Hopping Act against members of
parliament who change their allegiance

(ba) Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (Bersatu) is
determined to utilize all available legal and political
avenues to ensure the enforcement of the Anti-Party
Hopping Act, leading to the vacation of several
parliamentary seats held by the party.
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Afif Bahardin, a member of the Bersatu Supreme
Council, emphasized the necessity of vacating seats,
including Labuan, Kuala Kangsar, Bukit Gantang, Gua
Musang, Tanah Merah, and Tanjung Karang, paving the
way for imminent by-elections.

Simultaneously, Dr. Afif criticized Labuan Member of
Parliament, Datuk Dr. Suhaili Abdul Rahman, who
challenged the party to expel him. Suhaili had been
suspended by Bersatu for six years in November of the
previous year for supporting Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim.

This suspension was based on the belief that it would
facilitate assistance for the people in their respective
constituencies. Five other Bersatu MPs expressing
support for Anwar include Datuk Syed Abu Hussin
Hafiz Syed Abdul Fasal, Zahari Kechik (Jeli), Mohd Azizi
Abu Naim (Gua Musang), Datuk Iskandar Dzulkarnain
Abdul Khalid (Kuala Kangsar), and Datuk Dr. Zulkafperi
Hanafi (Tanjong Karang). [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: High Court set February 27 as
date for judicial review leave application
of Aman Palestin

(ba) The High Court has scheduled February 27 to
consider the plea of Aman Palestin - an NGO accused
of misusing public donations - for permission to
initiate a judicial review against the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission's (MACC) decision to freeze its
bank accounts amid an ongoing investigation.

Senior Federal Counsel Nur Irmawatie Daud informed
the court that the Attorney General's Chambers (AGC)
would oppose Aman Palestin's leave application.
Meanwhile, Aman Palestin's lawyer, Muhammad
Rafique Rashid Ali, stressed the urgency of the matter,
citing the immediate need to provide aid to
Palestinians affected by the Gaza conflict.

Aman Palestin's application seeks a certiorari order to
annul the MACC's decision to freeze 11 bank accounts
under Section 44(1) of the Anti-Money Laundering,
Anti-Terrorist Financing and Proceeds of Unlawful
Activities Act (AMLATFPUAA) 2001 on November 24,
2023.

The NGO also requested a mandamus order to
unfreeze USD 2.3 Million immediately for daily
expenses, staff salaries, administration, and operations
for the next three months.
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Additionally, they seek a court declaration affirming
the appellant's ability to collect funds from the public
and direct them towards aiding war victims in Gaza.
[The Star]

Myanmar: Junta extends state of
emergency

(jw) On January 31, acting junta president Myint Swe
extended the state of emergency that has been in
place since the 2021 military coup, citing the need "to
bring the nation to a normal state of stability and
peace" that will allow for fair and free elections.

Myanmar's constitution allows a state of emergency
for an initial one-year period that can be extended for
a maximum of two 6-month terms. Since the coup, the
state of emergency has been extended five times.

The shadow National Unity Government, consisting of
previously ousted officials, along with three ethnic
minority rebel groups said that they were open to
negotiations with the military, as long as they ceded
power and gave control of the military to civilians.
[Reuters]

Meanwhile, in a meeting with the National Defense
and Security Council, the junta leader said that the
state of emergency would be extended again in August
if necessary. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: ‘Silent Strike’ on third
anniversary of 2021 military coup

(mg) At least three people have been arrested in
Mandalay for partaking in a silent strike against the
military regime. The nationwide strike on 1 February
saw people across the country boycotting work and
staying at home in retaliation of the 2021 coup d'etat.
Kyaw Soe Oo and two other unidentified people have
been arrested for taking part or posting messages of
support on social media. Pro-junta Telegram channels
claimed Kyaw Soe Oo, a 48-year-old English teacher,
was arrested for posting pro-strike Facebook posts the
day before.

Concurrently, anti-junta groups detonated around six
bombs in Yangon across 31 January and 1 February.
Four soldiers on security duty were seriously injured,
according to unverified reports. The junta are yet to
comment on the bombings. [RFA]
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Myanmar: Junta regime replaces election
body chief

(mg) On 31 January, junta officials announced that
Thein Soe was “allowed to retire” as election body
chief, due to “health reason”.

The announcement came shortly ahead of the 3rd
anniversary of the junta’s coup in Myanmar, and after
the regime extended ‘emergency rule’ for another six
months.

The regime has also replaced the Shan State chief
minister Aung Zaw Aye with Aung Aung Ko, and Than
Win with Kyaw Myo Htut on the Union Civil Service
Board.

Thein Soe was appointed to the position when the
Union Election Commission was reconstituted after the
2021 coup. The replacement comes after the
amendments to the Political Parties Registration Law
were announced. U Ko Ko has replaced Thein Soe as
election body chief. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Chief says military will do
“whatever it takes” to crush opposition,
as KNU renews vow to remove them

(mg) As the third anniversary of the military coup crept
closer, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing announced in a
nationwide broadcast that they would do “whatever it
takes to return the state to stability.”

This comes after a series of major losses for the junta
against the resistance forces and following news of a
further delay of elections due to the extension of
emergency rule.

The junta claimed emergency rule was due to expire at
12am on February 1 as necessary to “continue the
process of combatting terrorists”. This is not the first
time the state of the country has been extended, and
promised elections delayed. [The Irriwaddy]

This comes the same day that the 75t Karen
Revolution Day met at the Karen National Union's
headquarters to renew their pledge to take down the
military regime. Many other anti-regime forces
vocalized their support for the KRD, such as the Arakan
Liberation Party. And last week, Karen’s State Border
Guard Force stopped receiving funding and supplies
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from the regime after ending its alliance. Since the
2021 coup, the KNU has reportedly been key in
providing shelter to activists and fleeing junta. [The
[rriwvaddy]

Myanmar: Two ethnic Shan groups vow to
tackle cybercrime

(jw) Two rival armed groups in the Shan State have
declared a crackdown on cybercrime. The Restoration
Council of Shan State (RCSS) and Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP) said in separate statements on January 29
that they would take a tough line on online scam
syndicates.

The RCSS promised to fight drugs, online scams, and
human trafficking in its territory. Similarly, the SSPP
said that they planned to repatriate suspects of online
scams, calling the crime a threat to "public morality."

Online scam syndicates have fled south to the Shan
State after crackdowns by the the United Wa State
Army (UWSA) and Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA) in their respective territories.
Jason Tower, the United States Institute of Peace’s
director for Myanmar, said the MNDAA made
headways with China for breaking up these syndicates
in Kokang. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Around 2000 incidents of
violence against or arrests of health care
staff since 2021 coup, report reveals

(mg) Since the February 2021 coup d'etat, health care
staff in Myanmar have been involved in a civil
disobedience movement (CDM) in opposition of the
military regime. In the months following, reports of
medics being arrested for allegedly joining the CDM
flooded out.

Now, a Swiss-based research agency has reported that
at least 897 health care workers have been arrested by
the Myanmar junta in the last three years. The Swiss
report also identified 1,127 incidents of violence
against or obstruction of health care staff.

Arrested staff have been sentenced to between three
and 25 years. The Swiss Report also stated that many
have been tortured, and at least five killed. [The
[rriwvaddy]
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The Philippines: Ex-President Duterte
escalates verbal attacks on President
Marcos Jr.

(If/lm) Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
launched a series of verbal attacks on his successor,
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., in two speeches, exposing
growing tensions between their influential political
families.

In his January 29 speech, Duterte warned Marcos Jr.
against altering the constitution, fearing it could lead to
his removal, akin to the fate of his father, late dictator
Ferdinand Marcos Sr. Marcos Sr.'s rule ended with the
People Power Revolution in 1986, forcing the Marcos
family into exile in Hawaii.

The 1987 Philippine constitution, enacted a year after
Marcos Sr.'s downfall, imposes a single six-year
presidential term limit as a safeguard against
dictatorships. Marcos Jr. advocates constitutional
changes to attract foreign investment, although
Duterte - who was blocked by the constitution from
seeking a second term in 2022 - alleged that the
president's allies were attempting to eliminate term
limits through bribery.

On January 30, Duterte escalated his criticism,
threatening to separate his native Mindanao region
from the nation. He also accused Marcos Jr. of past
drug use, claiming that he remained a drug addict
during his presidency. Duterte insisted that Marcos Jr.
appeared on a list from the Philippine drug
enforcement agency, a claim promptly denied by the
agency.

The feud stems from long-standing rumors of tension
between the Duterte and Marcos families, despite their
joint victory in the 2022 election. Sara Duterte,
Duterte's daughter, secured a substantial win as vice-
president alongside Marcos Jr. However, their political
partnership has since fractured, with speculation that
Sara Duterte may run for the presidency in 20 28,
potentially setting the stage for a fierce political
showdown between the two influential families.

However, President Marcos Jr. has maintained that
there is no discord with Vice President Sara Duterte,
emphasizing the stability of their "Uniteam" alliance
forged during the 2022 elections.

(Ib) On February 4, in response to Duterte’s threat to
secede Mindanao from the Republic of the Philippines,
the Philippine government national security advisor
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Eduardo Ano, stated that the national government was
ready to use force to prevent any cession attempts.

In response to Duterte’s call for an independent
Mindanao, the provincial governments of
Maguindanao del Sur and Sultant Kudarat rejected the
call stating that it would deny citizens their
constitutional rights and interfere with efforts to build
a stronger united Philippines. [US News and World
Report] [Bangkok Post] [The Guardian]

The Philippines: More needs to be done to
address human rights abuses, UN expert
says

(Im) United Nations Special Rapporteur Irene Khan has
completed a two-week visit to the Philippines to assess
human rights conditions. While Khan acknowledged
steps taken by the government of President Marcos Jr.
to address human rights abuses, including the killings
of journalists and rights activists, she cautioned that
addressing ongoing human rights problems and
abuses is crucial to establishing credibility on the
global stage. [Associated Press] [Philstar]

Khan highlighted the importance of seeking justice for
rights victims during the tenure of Marcos'
predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte, whose term was
marked by widespread human rights violations,
particularly in the context of a brutal anti-drugs
crackdown.

Khan also called for the abolishment of a task force
overseeing a campaign against communist insurgency
and urged an end to the practice of "red-tagging,"
which links activists with armed insurgents, stating that
legitimate activists have been targeted and vilified,
leading to threats, unlawful surveillance, attacks, and
killings.

The Philippines: Third phase of military
modernization plan, including purchase of
first submarine approved

(Ib/Im) Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
approved the third phase of country's military
modernization plan, which is estimated to cost USD
35.62 billion over several years and includes the
acquisition of its first submarine. [South China Morning
Post]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-vk/

The focus of the third phase includes enhancing
military capabilities in the West Philippines Sea,
addressing domain awareness, intelligence, and
deterrence capabilities in maritime and aerial domains.
This phase marks a shift towards external defense to
protect maritime sovereignty in the disputed South
China Sea.

While the number of submarines to be acquired is
unspecified, officials have said that it will “definitely be
more than one.” Multiple countries, including France,
Spain, Korea, and Italy, have expressed interest in
supplying submarines to the Philippines. [The EurAsian
Times]

Speaking against this backdrop, The National Security
Council (NSC) Assistant Director General, Jonathan
Malaya, announced that the Philippines will become a
middle power in terms of arms capabilities with the
acquisition of new defense equipment. [Inquirer.net]

Singapore: Citizen linked to pro-China
activities accused of foreign interference

(Ib) Singapore has designated businessman Philip Chan
Man Ping as a "politically significant person" under its
Foreign Interference (Countermeasures) Act, marking
the first time the law has been applied since it came
into effect in July 2022. As a designated person, Chan
will be required to make annual disclosures of political
donations, declare foreign affiliations, and disclose any
migration benefits. [The Business Times] [CNA]

The move follows an assessment that Chan was
susceptible to foreign influence and willing to advance
foreign interests. While the government did not specify
which foreign country's interests Chan was promoting,
he had attended the annual session of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference in Beijing in
2021 and advocated for an "alliance" among overseas
Chinese representatives. [Taipei Times]

Singapore: Parliament to await conclusion
of ex-transport minister's court case
before considering inquiry

(Im) Singapore’s Parliament will wait for the court case
of former Transport Minister S. Iswaran to conclude
before deciding whether to conduct a Committee of
Inquiry (COl) into the matter, Leader of the House
Indranee Rajah said on February 5. A COIl would only
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be considered if there are still unanswered questions
or concerns after the court case is completed. [The
Straits Times]

Iswaran resigned from his government positions in
mid-January amid the charges against him. These
include two counts of corruption, 24 counts of
obtaining items from someone he had business
dealings with as a public servant, and one count of
obstructing the course of justice [see AR No. 3,
January/2024, 3]. His pre-trial conference is scheduled
for March 1.

Singapore: High Court rejects bids by two
King's Counsel to act for 4 drug traffickers
on death row

(Im) The Singapore High Court has rejected the
applications of two King's Counsel, one from Australia
and the other from the United Kingdom, to be
admitted to the Singapore Bar on an ad hoc basis to
represent four convicted drug traffickers on death row.
[The Straits Times]

The inmates were seeking to challenge certain
provisions of the Misuse of Drugs Act that shift the
burden of proof, arguing that these provisions violate
the presumption of innocence. However, the High
Court had dismissed their bid to start a constitutional
challenge, and the two foreign lawyers' applications for
ad hoc admission were also denied. The judge found
that the foreign counsel did not meet the mandatory
requirements and that there were no special reasons
to admit them, as the inmates had been able to access
legal assistance even without formal representation.

A King's Counsel (KC) is a senior and highly respected
lawyer in some Commonwealth countries, particularly
in the UK. In Singapore, which is a former British
colony, the title of King's Counsel has historical
significance and was used to denote senior barristers
with extensive legal experience. KCs are often
appointed based on their excellence and contributions
to the legal field.

Singapore: Home and justice minister
defends newly proposed sentencing
regime

(Im) Singapore’s minister for home affairs and Law, K.
Shanmugam, has defended a newly proposed
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sentencing regime that could see serious sexual or
violent crime offenders held in jail indefinitely, saying
that the period of continued incarceration will be
assessed by a detention review board, which will
decide if the offender is suitable for release. [The
Straits Times]

The proposed Sentence for Enhanced Public Protection
(SEPP) law in Singapore aims to address concerns
related to dangerous offenders who have committed
serious sexual or violent crimes. Under SEPP, offenders
who have been convicted of offenses such as culpable
homicide, attempted murder, rape, and sexual
penetration of a minor can be subject to a unique
sentencing regime.

Specifically, SEPP allows courts to choose between a
standard sentence or SEPP for qualifying offenses, with
SEPP offenders serving a minimum period. Afterward,
experts assess the offender's risk to society, and the
offender can make written representations for release.
The Home Affairs Minister then decides, considering
assessments and representations, with ongoing annual
reviews for those not released.

Singapore: Budget speech to be delivered
on February 16

(Ib) Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister, Lawrence Wong, will present the Budget for
2024 on February 16. Public engagement in
discussions regarding the budget has been ongoing
since December last year, and members of the public
can continue to submit their views through various
feedback channels. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Conference panel discusses
lowering voting age to boost youth
political engagement

(Ib) At the Singapore Perspectives 2024 conference, a
panel discussed the idea of lowering the voting age in
Singapore from 21 to 18 to increase youth political
engagement. Researchers noted that younger citizens
are generally less satisfied with the political system,
and lowering the age could give them a stronger voice
in Parliament. However, concerns about political
maturity among younger voters were raised, and the
need for better education and engagement was
emphasized. The panel also suggested alternative
solutions, such as electoral system adjustments and
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increasing the number of Members of Parliament to
engage with youth. [Mothership]

Thailand: MFP faces possible dissolution,
party MPs lifetime ban after court rules
campaign against royal defamation law
violated constitution

(msz/Im) Two petitions have been filed with Thailand's
Election Commission seeking the dissolution of the
main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP). The
petition was filed after a ruling by the Constitutional
Court on January 31 that decided that the party's
campaign to amend the royal defamation law, or
Article 112, violated the constitution. The court's ruling
could set a precedent for any future review of Article
112, which carries penalties of up to 15 years in jail on
a single charge. [TIME] [bbc]

The nine-member court said in a unanimous ruling
that the MFP covertly pushed an agenda to “destroy”
the form of government with the king as head of state,
under the guise of a proposal to amend the law. Thus,
the MFP must “stop expressing opinions, speaking,
writing, printing, advertising and communicating by
any other means” in an attempt to change the law, the
ruling said. The court added that “any action that is
destructive to the institution is considered an attempt
to overthrow it".

One of the petitioners, former Senator Ruangkrai
Leekitwattana said that he also asked the EC to seek
the court’s ruling on whether the MFP executives
should also be banned from competing in elections,
and would file a related petition with the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC). Ruangkrai added that
he was collecting evidence to contemplate and decide
whether the ruling Pheu Thai Party should also be filed
a similar petition since Pheu Thai leader Paetongtarn
Shinawatra and Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin had
also mentioned the amendment of Article 112 during
their election campaign. [Bangkok Post 1]

In related developments, two petitions have already
been filed with the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) to investigate claims of a serious
ethical violation by the 44 MFP lawmakers who had
submitted a bill to amend Article 112. [Thai PBS World]

The NACC will refer serious ethical violation cases
involving political officeholders to the Supreme Court's
Criminal Division. If found guilty, they face lifetime
bans from running in elections, holding political office,
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and potential voting rights suspension for up to 10
years.

In a statement, the MFP denied that they had intended
to cause harm to the country or were trying to
overthrow the constitutional monarchy. They insisted
that the ruling would have problematic consequences
for both democracy and the monarchy in the future
and would make the functioning of government more
difficult. Move Forward leader Chaithawat Tulathon
insisted that while the party would accept the ruling ,it
would lead to a “loss of political space” that could draw
the supposedly neutral monarchy further into politics
by making them a “factor” behind other political
conflicts. JURIST]

Using a similar language, student unions of nine
universities in a joint statement expressed concern
about the Constitutional Court's ruling, saying that it
had long been clear that Section 112 had been “abused
as a political weapon”. The statement concluded with
an appeal to the authorities to live up to people’s
expectations, adding: “You can cut down all the flowers
but you cannot keep spring from coming.” [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Opposition MFP backs
Bhumjaithai-sponsored bill to revoke
some orders of military junta

(msz) The Bhumijaithai Party, a junior partner in
Thailand's ruling coalition government, has submitted
a bill to annul certain orders issued by the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), the military junta
that ruled Thailand between its 2014 coup d'état and
July 2019. The bill has has gained support from the
opposition Move Forward Party, which also has its own
version of the bill. [The Nation Thailand]

The NCPO issued a total of 240 orders and
announcements, with 71 of them subsequently
becoming laws. Notably, Section 44 of the interim
constitution, implemented after the 2014 coup,
granted the head of the NCPO extensive authority to
override existing laws. This provision was retained in
the present constitution, and Section 279 of the
charter similarly endorses NCPO orders and
announcements.

The bill seeks to annul specific orders that remain in
force, with a focus on those that infringe upon people's
rights, such as the right to assembly. While
acknowledging that some orders may still be
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necessary, proponents argue that many of them deter
foreign investors. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Leaders of now-defunct Future
Forward Party receive suspended jail
sentences for 2019 rally

(msz/Im) Leading members of Thailand's now-defunct
Future Forward Party have received a four-month
suspended jail sentence and a fine of THB 22,000 each
for a 2019 rally in Bangkok that violated the Public
Assembly Act, Advertisement by Using Amplifiers
Control Act, and the law against holding a rally within
150 meters of the Sa Pathum Palace. [Bangkok Post]
[The Nation Thailand]

The rally was staged after Future Forward was
dissolved for breaching the Organic Act on Political
Parties. Party executives, including Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit, Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, and
Pannika Wanich, were barred from politics for 10
years, while Pannika was later banned for life for
alleged social media comments related to the
monarchy.

Thailand: Senate accuses government of
delaying general debate to avoid
accountability

(Im) The upper house of the Thai parliament has
criticized the government for scheduling a general
debate for the latter of the next month, calling the
decision a delaying tactic meant to avoid
accountability. [Bangkok Post]

This development follows a motion filed by 98 senators
last month, requesting a general debate, without a
vote, on the government's performance. Initially, the
government proposed scheduling the debate for after
March 20, but the Senate requested it to be moved
forward, and a compromise was reached for March 18.

The general debate will assess the government's
performance in seven areas since it presented its
policies to parliament last September, including justice
and law enforcement, energy prices, education reform,
and the implementation of a proposed charter
amendment. Senators interested in speaking during
the debate have been asked to sign up before
February 13.
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Thailand: Protesters demand ex-Premier
Thaksin's return to prison after extended
hospital stay

(tt) Protesters gathered near Government House on
February 2 to demand the return of convicted former
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra to prison after he
has reportedly spent over five months at the Police
General Hospital. Thaksin returned to Thailand in
August to serve prison terms related to corruption
during his tenure as prime minister but was sent to the
hospital for treatment on the same night due to
existing health conditions. [The Nation]

The protest group, Network of Students and Citizens
for Thailand's Reform, has obtained permission to stay
overnight at the protest site for 30 days. They demand
Thaksin's return to prison and investigations into the
state officials involved in his release.

Thailand: Pheu Thai, Move Forward
parties find common ground in revising
referendum law

(msz) Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai Party and the primary
opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) have jointly
introduced two draft bills aimed at amending the
Referendum Act. One draft originates from the Pheu
Thai-led coalition government, while the other is
proposed by the MFP-led opposition bloc. These bills
are slated for parliamentary deliberation and will
eventually be merged into a single draft during the
review phase. [Bangkok Post] [Thaiger]

Both parties have identified three key issues within the
Referendum Act that hinder constitutional changes.
Firstly, they highlight the double majority requirement,
which demands that over 50 percent of eligible citizens
cast their votes, with a majority of participating voters
approving the amendment for it to become legally
binding.

Secondly, there's the inflexibility concerning the
possibility of holding a referendum concurrently with a
general election, as conducting three separate
referendums - the maximum number of referendums
currently needed before the constitution can be
rewritten - is estimated to cost THB 10.5 billion. Lastly,
the existing law prohibits online voting in referendums.
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Additionally, the Pheu Thai Party emphasizes the need
for the Election Commission (EC) to be legally obligated
to ensure equal access and opportunities for
individuals who support or oppose the referendum
question to express their opinions.

Thailand: Government committee to
resume planning for digital wallet
scheme; NACC report pending

(Im) A government committee responsible for
developing policies for the THB 500 billion digital wallet
scheme is expected to resume its work, despite the
government awaiting a formal recommendation from
the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC). [The
Nation]

The scheme, a flagship campaign promise of the ruling
Pheu Thai Party, intends to provide eligible Thais with
THB 10,000 in a digital wallet. Although initially
scheduled for launch in May, progress stalled when an
NACC subcommittee studying the scheme
recommended against implementation, citing concerns
about the country's economy and potential corruption.

Speaking against this backdrop, Prime Minister
Srettha, who also serves as finance minister, has stated
that the government will consider a contingency plan
while awaiting the NACC's official recommendations.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senator Upakit's son-in-law
cleared of drug money laundering due to
insufficient evidence

(bk) Thailand's Criminal Court has acquitted a
Myanmar businessman, the son-in-law of a Thai
senator, and an electricity distribution company in a
case involving allegations of laundering drug money.
The case against Tun Min Latt, Dean Young Gultula,
and the Allure Group (P&E) was dismissed because the
evidence presented by the public prosecutors was
deemed insufficient. The lawsuit claimed that the
defendants had transferred drug money to the firm,
which then used it to purchase electricity and resell it
in Myanmar, allegedly as a means of laundering the
funds. [The Nation]
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Thailand: Cabinet gives preliminary
approval to 2015 Fisheries Act
amendments

(bk) The Thai Cabinet has given initial approval for
proposed revisions to the Fisheries Act of 2015, aiming
to address challenges faced by the fishing industry and
promote sustainable practices. The draft will undergo
further review by the Council of State and will be
resubmitted to the Cabinet before proceeding to
Parliament for discussion. [Bangkok Post]

The changes are expected to benefit over 600,000
small-scale coastal fishing households in 20 provinces
by easing stringent regulations that have forced many
out of the profession. Key amendments include
requiring local fisheries registration limited to Thai
nationals only and imposing penalties that primarily
involve confiscating licenses for vessels in breach.
Small-scale fisheries will also be allowed to pass on
licenses of vessels under 10 tons to successors, which
was previously restricted.

The revisions aim to establish distinct rules for large-
scale commercial fishing and small-scale coastal fishing
and align with international regulations on illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. A Thai
delegation will negotiate with the European Union
regarding IUU rules to align with Thailand's market
reality and enhance the living standards of Thai
fishermen.

Thailand: Fourth suspect arrested in
extortion probe involving political activist
Srisuwan

(bk) In the ongoing investigation related to the alleged
extortion attempt of 1.5 million Thai Baht from the a
senior government official, a fourth suspect has been
arrested. This individual is believed to have acted as a
mediator between the group led by political activist
Srisuwan Janya and an advisor to Agriculture Minister
Thammanat Prompao. [Thai PBS World]

Srisuwan Janya, a prominent anti-corruption
campaigner who was known for filing numerous
complaints against government officials, was arrested
earlier this month for allegedly extorting money from
the director-general of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives’ Rice Department in exchange for
dropping their planned exposé of alleged corruption in
the department. [AIR No. 5, January/2024, 5]
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Srisuwan, along with two members of the United Thai
Nation party, faces charges of attempted extortion for
demanding the money in exchange for dropping their
investigation into alleged graft in the department. All
suspects are currently out on bail. [Bangkok Post 1]

In related developments, the Chart Thai Pattana Party
has denied rumors that its secretary general, Praphat
Phothasuthon, was involved with the group's activities.
Of note, Praphat, who served as deputy agricultural
minister under the Prayut administration and who had
faced similiar allegations in the past, did not attend the
party's weekly meeting on January 30. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Defense Minister denies
targeting opposition MP over Prayut's
residence inspection

(bk) Thailand's Defense Minister, Sutin Klungsang, has
refuted any connection between the request by an
opposition lawmaker to inspect the army residence of
former Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha and
allegations of the same MP evading mandatory
conscription. [Bangkok Post 1]

Move Forward Party (MFP) lawmaker Jirat Thongsuwan,
who serves on the House committee on military affairs,
had asked the committee to seek access to film the
residence of Prayut, offering insight into his post-
premiership living arrangements. During Prayut's time
as prime minister, the MFP criticized him for residing in
a house within a military compound in Bangkok.
Despite leaving office, Prayut, a former army chief, has
continued to stay there, citing security concerns. [AIR
No. 4, January/2024, 4]

Following this announcement, allegations surfaced
that Jirat had avoided mandatory military conscription.
More recently, the commanding general of the
Territorial Defence Command (TDC) has stated that
additional investigations will be carried out regarding
these claims. He also noted that the TDC has found no
record in its archive, such as a stub in an original
document or a conscription certificate, that matches
the document presented by Jirat to the media.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Activist sentenced for royal
defamation speech; another on hunger
strike over detention
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(bk) A Thai court has convicted a political activist,
Patsaravalee Tanakitvibulpon, of defaming the
country's monarchy and sentenced her to a two-year
suspended jail term under Article 112 of the criminal
code. The charge is related to a speech she gave at a
rally in March 2021. While she was initially sentenced
to three years in prison, it was reduced to a two-year
suspended term due to her cooperation. Patsaravalee
was acquitted of violating an emergency decree on
public gatherings because she was not an organizer of
the event. [Associated Press]

In a separate development, political activist Netiporn
Sanesangkhom is currently staging a hunger strike to
protest her detention. This detention comes after she
defaced a flag of the Queen, which violated the terms
of her bail granted for a prior royal defamation charge.
The bail condition explicitly prohibited her from
repeating the offense. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Activists rally for amnesty bill

(bk) A group of activists and protesters recently
marched through a shopping district in the capital,
Bangkok, as part of a campaign calling for an amnesty
bill to grant amnesty to individuals since 2006 for their
involvement in political protests, including cases of
royal defamation. Activists argue that these charges
infringe on political freedoms and affect individuals,
their families, and friends financially. [Prachatai
English]

The Network for People's Amnesty plans to collect
signatures from February 1 to 14 to support the
amnesty bill, which, if passed, would grant amnesty to
those charged with political protests since 2006,
including royal defamation charges.

Thailand: Hundreds rally against
Myanmar coup on third anniversary

(bk) In Thailand's capital, Bangkok, hundreds of
protesters gathered outside the United Nations
headquarters to demonstrate against Myanmar's
military government on the third anniversary of an
army coup. Participants called for the military leader to
step down and expressed deep sorrow for the loss and
suffering endured by Myanmar's people. The protests
also highlighted the role of armed ethnic minority
groups and the "People's Defense Forces" in opposing
the military regime. [Thai PBS World]
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Thailand: Senior police officer admits
raping underaged girl

(Im) A police captain in the northeastern region of
Thailand has admitted to raping an underaged girl
after she was unable to pay a fine for riding a
motorcycle without a license. In addition to rape, the
officer is charged with separating a minor from her
guardians. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: SEPO foresees increased PPPs
amid public budget constraints

(bk) The State Enterprise Policy Office (SEPO) plans
eight government investment projects worth a
combined THB 100 billion under public-private
partnerships (PPPs) in 2024. These projects are part of
the total 127 PPP projects outlined in the 2020-2027
plan, encompassing rail, air, and road infrastructure
developments. [Bangkok Post]

Following the pandemic, Thailand's fiscal capacity
diminished, with the public debt-to-GDP ratio
surpassing the 60 percent ceiling. SEPO highlights that
the budget constraints necessitate increased private
investment, particularly in future endeavors like the
Land Bridge megaproject.

Thailand: Peace talks with separatist
group BRN to be resumed after year-long
hiatus

(Im) High-level negotiations between Thai officials and
the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) rebel group, a
separatist movement active in Thailand's Malay-
speaking south, are set to resume in Kuala Lumpur
after a year-long hiatus due to elections in Thailand in
May. The key areas of discussion include public
consultations, reducing violence, and political solutions
to end the conflict. [Bangkok Post] [Benar News]

Chatchai Bangchuad, the secretary-general of
Thailand’'s National Security Council and Anas
Abdulrahman, a high-ranking BRN official, will lead
respective peace panels. However, the two sides have
yet to agree on the format for these consultations, with
the Thai government pushing for all stakeholders to sit
at the same table and the rebels preferring individual
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consultations until they are comfortable with the
process.

In the previous round of talks, BRN requested
permission to enter southern Thai border provinces
for in-person public consultations, a request that was
denied by the Thai Army. A ceasefire during the
upcoming Ramadan, from March 10 to April 9, is also
expected to be discussed.

The third point of discussion is a political solution
within Thailand's constitution and principles of the
unitary state of Thailand. While BRN members have
indicated a willingness to negotiate within these
parameters, it remains to be seen if the movement is
willing to settle for something less than complete
independence.

Thailand: Air force to request USD 538
million budget to buy new fighter jets

(msz) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) Commander-in-
Chief, Punpakdee Pattanakul, has requested a budget
of approximately USD 537 million for the upcoming
fiscal year to acquire new fighter jets. The potential
choices include the United States F-35 or Sweden's
Gripen E/F. [Bangkok Post] [Bloomberg]

Despite a government offset policy that requires
reciprocal economic benefits from the supplier nation,
Punpakdee expressed the RTAF's determination to
acquire F-35 jets. However, Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin has granted the RTAF discretion in formulating
their fighter jet procurement strategy, and a selection
committee has been established to manage the
project.

Thailand: Air Force raises concerns over
potential job losses amidst controversy
surrounding golf courses

(bk) The head of the Royal Thai Air Force (FTAF) has
expressed concerns regarding the potential job losses
associated with plans to take back control of two
military golf courses, which could result in 2,000
individuals losing their jobs. [Thaiger]

This developments comes after a lawmaker from the
opposition Move Forward party proposed the
establishment of a special committee in Parliament to
explore the possibility of converting these golf courses,
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namely Kantrarat and Thupatemi, into public parks.
The lawmaker emphasized the importance of
preserving public spaces in areas surrounded by
communities and questioned the commercial
development of these air force-owned lands.

Additionally, in response to Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin's request to allow a new ring road project to
pass through Wing 41, an air force security zone in
Chiang Mai, the RTAF has noted that implementing
security technology would be necessary to manage
public access to the area and address traffic concerns.
[Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Government offers Tet support
to nearly 7.5 million workers

(wn) Around 7.5 million trade union members and
workers in Vietnam received support to enjoy a better
Lunar New Year (Tet) celebration. The assistance,
totaling over VND 4.24 trillion (about USD 173.7
million), came from various sources, including nearly
VND 1.8 trillion from non-state funds. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam: Strict crackdown on drunk
driving leads to reduced alcohol
consumption, business decline

(wn) Vietnam has ramped up its efforts against drunk
driving, with a zero-tolerance policy for any alcohol in
drivers' systems. Despite concerns that the laws are
excessively strict, authorities have intensified checks
and penalties, causing empty streets and affecting
businesses. Critics argue that these laws lack research
and infringe on personal freedoms, but the
government aims to reduce the high number of
alcohol-related fatalities, which stands at over 40,000
annually in Vietnam. [REA]

Vietnam: 33 percent decrease in
cyberattacks in January

(wn) In January, Vietnam experienced 950 cyberattacks
on its information system, marking a 33 percent
decrease compared to December 2023 and a 23
percent decrease compared to the same period in the
previous year. The decline is attributed to increased
measures taken by agencies and units to enhance
cybersecurity, including investments in monitoring
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systems, problem-detection systems, and warnings.
[Vietnam Plus]

Vietham: Ministry proposes electricity
price hike to address EVN's financial
challenges

(wn) The Vietnamese Ministry of Industry and Trade
has proposed an electricity price increase in 2024 to
address financial challenges faced by Vietnam
Electricity (EVN). Despite two price adjustments in the
previous year, EVN continued to report losses from
electricity production and business for the second
consecutive year, with a consolidated pre-tax loss of
approximately USD 697.2 million by the end of 2023,
which was around USD 369 million lower than the
previous year. [Xinhua]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

International Monetary Fund revises up
Asia’s growing forecast, warns of China
risk

(Im/If) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) projects
that emerging Asian to grow by 5.2 percent economies
in 2024, which is slightly slower than their growth rate
in 2023 but represents an upgrade from the IMF's
previous forecast. This revision is largely attributed to
stronger-than-expected economic performance in
China, which plays a pivotal role in the region's overall
growth. [Reuters]
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China, the world's second-largest economy, is
expected to grow by 4.6 percent in 2024, according to
the IMF's projections. This figure is a 0.4 percentage
point increase from the IMF's earlier estimate. The
upward revision is attributed to increased government
spending in China, which is aimed at boosting
economic activity. However, it's worth noting that this
growth rate is still slower than China's 5.2 percent
expansion in 2023.

The IMF also highlights the potential for China's
economy to recover even faster if certain conditions
are met. Specifically, additional reforms in the property
sector and increased government spending to bolster
consumer confidence could lead to a more robust
recovery. Conversely, there are risks associated with
unintended fiscal tightening in China, which could
dampen consumption and economic growth.

In contrast to China, India's growth remains strong.
The IMF projects India's economy to expand by 6.5
percent in both 2024 and 2025. This represents a slight
upgrade from their previous projections and is
attributed to resilient domestic demand in the country.

Among advanced economies, Japan's growth is
expected to slow down, with a forecast of 0.9 percent
growth in 2024 compared to 1.9 percentin the
previous year. This slowdown is attributed to the
fading effects of pent-up demand following the
removal of pandemic-related restrictions.

Meanwhile, the Philippines is expected to be the
fastest-growing economy in the Asia-Pacific region,
outpacing Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia. However,
the IMF's projection falls below the Philippine
government's target range of 6.5 to 7.5 percent GDP
growth for the year. The IMF also expects inflation in
the Philippines to ease back within the two to four
percent target set by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP). [Zawya]

ASEAN, European Union hold 24th
ministerial meeting

(Im) The 24th ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting held on
February 2, in Brussels, co-chaired by the Philippine
Secretary for Foreign Affairs and the EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
reaffirmed the strong partnership between ASEAN and
the European Union.

Attendees noted progress in implementing the ASEAN-
EU Plan of Action (2023-2027) and discussed various
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areas of cooperation, including maintaining peace,
upholding international law, human rights, and
addressing challenges in the Indo-Pacific region.

Both sides welcomed the ASEAN-EU Comprehensive
Air Transport Agreement, discussed cybersecurity, and
expressed concern over regional crises, including the
situation in Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Middle East.
[Antara News]

ASEAN digital ministers pledge
cooperation to fight cybercrime, control
Al

(Im) The 4th ASEAN Digital Ministers Meeting (ADGMIN)
in Singapore emphasized progress in implementing the
ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025 despite the challenges
of COVID-19. Key points included endorsing an ASEAN
Guide on Al Governance, encouraging responsible data
use and sharing, and advancing digital inclusion and
connectivity in the region. The meeting also highlighted
the importance of cybersecurity, 5G development, and
cooperation with Dialogue and Development Partners.
The next meeting is scheduled for January 2025 in
Thailand. [The Nation] [Joint Media Statement]

Of note, a new implementation guide for contracts
between the European Union and ASEAN organizations
was agreed upon, aiming to assist businesses
operating in both regions with data exchange and
contractual negotiations. Furthermore, ASEAN member
states and China signed a memorandum of
understanding to promote cross-border digital
connectivity and cooperation in emerging tech and
cybersecurity.

EU-Indo Pacific ministers talks clouded by
differences regarding Middle East

(Im) The European Union held its third annual Indo-
Pacific ministerial forum in Brussels, focusing on
strengthening ties with the Indo-Pacific region.
[Deutsche Welle]

During this forum, the EU sought to position itself as a
transparent and dependable partner for the nations in
this region. However, the discussions during the forum
were not limited to economic and strategic
cooperation. Differences over the Israel-Hamas
conflict, which occurred in the Middle East but has
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implications globally, came to the forefront during the
meetings.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry criticized a
perceived double standard in Western responses to
conflicts, emphasizing the need for equal treatment.
Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi urged EU
ministers to pressure Israel to halt military operations
in Gaza and stressed the importance of consistent
values and actions in international relations.

In response, some EU ministers rejected accusations of
double standards. They stressed that while they
condemn attacks on civilians, they recognize Israel's
right to defend itself within the boundaries of
international law. They reiterated that their stance is
not based on double standards but on the principles of
upholding international law and humanitarian norms.

Notably, Germany's foreign minister was unable to
attend the forum due to scheduling issues, prompting
questions about whether this signaled reduced EU
interest in engaging with the Indo-Pacific. EU officials,
including Borrell, downplayed this absence and
reiterated the EU's commitment to its Indo-Pacific
strategy.

Also of note, both China and the United States had not
been invited to the forum. This decision has raised
eyebrows, as Washington participated in the second
forum in Stockholm last year. [South China Morning
Post]

More Asia-Pacific companies integrate
ESG metrics into executive incentive plans

(Im) An increasing number of companies in the Asia-
Pacific region are incorporating environmental, social,
and governance (ESG) metrics into executive pay
packages, driven by pressure from investors and
stakeholders to promote sustainable business
practices. According to a study by professional services
firm Willis Towers Watson (WTW), the proportion of
Asia-Pacific companies including ESG metrics in
executive pay increased to 77 percent in 2023,
compared to 63 percent in 2022. Singapore, Australia,
and Japan led the region in ESG metric adoption.
[South China Morning Post]

China-Africa: Trade volume reaches
record high, but Africa’s deficit rises
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(ms) In 2023, the trade between China and the African
continent reached a milestone of USD 282.1 billion,
marking a 1.5 percent growth from the previous year.
However, as the figures celebrated a record, Africa's
trade deficit with China widened to USD 64 billion,
posing challenges for a balanced economic
relationship.

Chinese exports to Africa surged by 7.5 percent,
totaling USD 173 billion, while imports from the
continent dwindled by 6.7 percent to USD 109 billion.
Notably, China's top five trading partners in Africa,
including resource-rich nations like South Africa,
Angola, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), and Egypt, experienced reduced bilateral trade.
[South China Morning Post 1]

The DRC, a significant player in China's supply chain for
cobalt essential in electric vehicle batteries, witnessed
a 13.2 percent decrease in two-way trade, settling at
USD 18.75 billion. This decline is attributed to falling
prices of key minerals and metals, notably cobalt,
which averaged USD 63,739 per ton in 2022 but
dropped to under USD 30,000 by the end of 2023.

Despite the economic headwinds globally, Chinese
trade officials in Beijing expressed optimism,
emphasizing the trade's strong resilience. The modest
growth in China-Africa trade mirrored China's overall
trade patterns amidst challenges such as weak
business and consumer confidence, tepid global
demand, and a property crisis.

China's approach to address trade imbalances involves
increasing imports from Africa, pledging to reach USD
300 billion by 2024. Initiatives like waiving tariffs for the
least developed African countries and opening "green
lanes" for agricultural exports are steps towards a
more balanced economic relationship.

Simultaneously, China is deepening its investments in
the DRC, particularly in the Sicomines copper and
cobalt joint venture. Sinohydro Corp and China Railway
Group have agreed to raise their investment from USD
3 billion to USD 7 billion in a minerals-for-
infrastructure deal. This agreement is hailed as a
political victory for DRC President Félix Tshisekedi, who
sought to renegotiate what he deemed "unequal”
agreements with foreign companies.

The DRC, supplying more than 60 percent of China's
cobalt, holds strategic importance in China's transition
to green energy. The new deal addresses concerns
raised in a report by the DRC's General Inspectorate of
Finance, indicating inadequate compensation for the
country's copper and cobalt reserves.
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As China and the DRC pledge to deepen cooperation,
key areas like mining and infrastructure development
come into focus. President Tshisekedi emphasized the
importance of deepening ties with China, appreciating
China's commitment to implementing consensus and
supporting core interests. [Bloomberg] [China Daily]
[South China Morning Post 2] [The Africa Report]

Trilateral summit between Japan, China
and South Korea postponed

(sh) February 1, the trilateral summit involving Japan,
China, and South Korea, initially anticipated for May or
later, faces delays as indicated by diplomatic sources
scrutinizing the political dynamics of the three nations.

Notably, South Korea's hosting plans were delayed due
to the absence of a specific timeline during foreign
ministerial discussions, leading to the abandonment of
the initial target set for 2023. [Japan Times].

China's President Xi Jinping remains attentive to
Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's challenges,
including dwindling public support and a recent
funding scandal, while also observing the upcoming
general election in South Korea (see article in this
edition). The postponement to May 2024, as proposed
by Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa,
underscored the impact of shifting political landscapes
in both Japan and South Korea [Kyodo News].

Additionally, strained relations among the three
nations, compounded by tensions over territorial
disputes and military activities, further complicated the
summit's scheduling. The reluctance of China
engagement in Tokyo amid Japanese protests Chinese
naval operations near disputed islands in the East
China Sea caused delayed and complexity to the
trilateral meeting .[Asia News]

Japan’s radioactive water discharge meets
international safety standards,
International Atomic Energy Agency
confirms

(sh) On January 29, the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) released a report affirming Japan's
discharge of treated radioactive water from the
Fukushima nuclear plant is meeting international
safety standards.
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This conclusion was based on a review mission
conducted in October, involving experts from 11
countries, including China. According to the IAEA's
report, Japan's approach aligns with global safety
protocols and regulations. It highlighted that the
equipment and facilities used in the discharge process
adhere to international safety standards. [Kyodo News]

The discharge of treated water was a crucial step in the
decommissioning process of the Fukushima No. 1
power plant, which was severely damaged by the 2011
earthquake and tsunami disaster. Japan's government
views this as a necessary measure to address the
challenges posed by the accumulation of wastewater
at the plant site. [Japan Times]

South Korea to participate in
multinational military exercise

(oy) South Korea will participate in the US-led Exercise
Cope North at the Andersen Air Force Base in Guam
from February. The exercise will involve over 80
military aircraft and around 3,000 troops from six
countries, which includes Japan, Australia, France and
Canada.

South Korea plans to send 60 Air Force personnel and
two CN-235 transport aircraft to take part in large-scale
air maneuver and attack training.

Exercise Cope North is part of a multi-year plan
approved last December. This plan, involving South
Korea, the US, and Japan, aims to strengthen trilateral
security cooperation. South Korean troops are
expected to participate in aerial medical evacuation,
personnel and cargo drop drills, and joint formation
flights with French troops. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Defense Minister visited
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Qatar

(oy) South Korea’'s Defense Minister Shin Won-sik has
been on an overseas trip to United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Saudi Arabia and Qatar. The three-nation trip to
the Middle East aimed at boosting defense
cooperation.

In the UAE, Shin met UAE's Minister of State for
Defense Affairs Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Mazrouei.
Both ministers discussed ways to enhance their
partnership as “special strategic partners” [South
Korea Ministry of National Defense 1].
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They reviewed their countries defense cooperation
over the past 15 years and exchanged views on future
cooperation. Shin later met with soldiers of the South
Korean military unit, Akh, and encouraged them to
focus on their duties. The Akh unit, inaugurated in
2011, has been training UAE troops and protecting
South Korean nationals in the region.

In Saudi Arabia, Shin met Minister of Defense Khalid
bin Salman Al Saud and Minister of National Guard
Abdullah bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. Both
parties discussed strengthening defense industry ties.
The discussions were held on the sidelines of the
World Defense Show in Riyadh. Major South Korean
defense firms, including Hanwha, LIG Nex1, and
Hyundai Rotem, were also showcasing their newest
weapons systems at the show.

At the World Defense Show, South Korea's Defense
Acquisition Program Administration Minister Eom
Dong-hwan and Saudi Assistant Defense Minister Talal
bin Abdullah Al-Otaibi signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) to facilitate cooperation in the
defense industry and joint weapons development. As
per the MOU, a bilateral committee will be created to
conduct joint research and development of weapons
systems. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] [Yonhap 3]

[Yonhap 4] [Yonhap 5] [Reuters] [South Korea Ministry
of National Defense 2]

In Qatar, Shin held a meeting with his Qatari
counterpart Khalid bin Mohamed Al Attiya of February
5. [Foreign Brief]

South Korea: Navy Chief visits US and
Canada

(oy) South Korea's Chief of Naval Operations Admiral
Yang Young-mo has been visiting US and Canada as
part of a two-nation trip from January 30 to February 7.
The trip aimed at boosting military ties and arms
industry cooperation.

During his visit to US, Yang met US Chief of Naval
Operations (CNO) Lisa Franchetti and participated in a
round-table discussion hosted by Franchetti. The South
Korean Navy delegates and US Deputy CNOs discussed
maritime security cooperation and their mutual
commitment to interoperability; the necessity of
preparing joint forces for high-intensity combat; and
the integration of conventional capabilities with new
technologies while adapting various tactics and ideas.
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Yang also visited the Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay
in Georgia, USA, marking the first visit by a South
Korean Navy chief to the base. The base is home to
nuclear ballistic missile submarines (SSBN) and is a
significant part of the US nuclear triad. During his visit,
Admiral Yang toured the Ohio-class SSBN USS Alaska
and met with US Navy officials to discuss combined
exercises and strategies to deter North Korea's nuclear
and missile threats. Both sides reaffirmed the US's
support for South Korea.

In Canada, Yang was expected to meet top Canadian
military officials in Ottawa where they would discuss
defense and arms industry cooperation.

South Korean companies, including the shipbuilder
Hanwha Ocean, are aiming to expand their presence in
the Canadian maritime defense sector. This comes as
the Royal Canadian Navy is looking to replace its old
Victoria-class submarines.

In November 2023, Hanwha Ocean signed a
memorandum of understanding with four Canadian
companies (CAE, J-Squared Technologies, Modest Tree,
and Des Nedhe) to collaborate on submarine-related
technology and logistics solutions. [Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap_ 2] [US Navy]

African Union’s entry into G20 led to
debate on UN reforms, Indian external
affairs minister says

(Im) Indian External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has
commended India's G20 presidency, specifically noting
the inclusion of the African Union as a permanent
member during the 2023 G20 summit. This
development has triggered global conversations about
multilateralism and United Nations (UN) reforms,
further emphasizing India's aspiration for increased
representation in the UN Security Council, according to
Jaishankar. [The Straits Times]

India to cut financial aid to Maldives by 22
percent; Bhutan, Nepal to receive
majority share

(Im) India has proposed a 22 percent reduction in aid
to the Maldives for the 2024-25 financial year, with the
Maldives set to receive approximately USD 80 million
for developmental assistance. Bhutan and Nepal are
the top two recipients of government grants, receiving
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approximately USD 276 million and USD 93 million,
respectively. [The Times of India]

Several other countries will witness decreases in their
allocations for the 2024-25 fiscal, including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Latin
American nations. However, budget allocations for Sri
Lanka, African countries, Mauritius, and the Seychelles
have seen increases.

In the previous fiscal year (2023-24), the Maldives
received approximately USD 110 million in aid, marking
an increase of more than 300 percent from the
approximately USD 26 million allocated in 2022-23. The
reduction in aid is not exclusive to the Maldives, as the
Indian government plans an overall 10 percent cut in
aid to foreign countries for the upcoming fiscal year,
earmarking approximately USD 1.3 billion for foreign
aid in 2024-25, a decrease from the approximately USD
1.5 billion allocated in the 2023-24 budget.

India deploys unprecedented naval force
near Red Sea to rein in piracy

(ff) India has deployed over a dozen warships in the
eastern part of the Red Sea to combat piracy and
protect against security threats. While India has not
joined the United States-led task force in the region, it
has stationed two frontline warships in the Gulf of
Aden and at least 10 warships in the northern and
western Arabian Sea, marking its largest deployment in
the area. [Reuters] [BBC]

The Indian Navy has investigated over 250 vessels and
small boats in the last two months, boarding more
than 40, in response to the resurgence of piracy in the
region. At least 17 incidents of hijacking, attempted
hijacking, and suspicious approaches have been
recorded by the Indian Navy since December 1.

The piracy resurgence is attributed to attacks by
Yemen's Iran-backed Houthis, who have targeted ships
in the Red Sea, a key route accounting for about 12%
of the world's shipping traffic.

NGOs urge UN to address human rights
violations in Balochistan, oppose China's
involvement in the region

(Im) A group of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) has submitted a letter to the United Nations
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(UN), urging urgent attention to human rights
violations in Pakistan’s province of Balochistan and
expressing concerns about China's involvement in the
region. The NGOs submitted the letter under Agenda
Item 4 of the 55th Human Rights Council Session. [ANI]

In the statement, the NGOs highlighted the
deteriorating human rights situation in Balochistan,
where they claim the Baloch people are facing
systematic aggression from the Pakistani state,
amounting to what they describe as a "slow-motion
genocide." They also expressed deep concerns about
China's participation in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) projects and the Gwadar port project,
which they believe are being carried out in Balochistan
against the will of the local population.

UN report warns of Al-Qaida, Afghan
Taliban support for TTP attacks in
Pakistan

(tji/lIm) A United Nations report has revealed that al-
Qaida has established eight new training camps in
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. The report highlights
that these camps are actively involved in conducting
suicide bomber training, with a focus on supporting
the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a globally
designated terrorist organization responsible for
attacks against Pakistani security forces.

The report highlights the continued strong ties
between the Taliban and al-Qaida and their support for
TTP activities. It also notes the emergence of a new
group, Tehrik-e-Jihad Pakistan (TJP), operating from
Afghan territory and potentially receiving al-Qaida
support. Additionally, the report raises concerns about
the proliferation of advanced weaponry from U.S.
stockpiles left in Afghanistan, which has bolstered
TTP's capabilities in attacks on Pakistani security
forces.

Against the backdrop of the report, Pakistan has
reiterated its request to Afghanistan to extradite TTP
leaders and stressed to the need for bringing to justice
those responsible for terrorism and maintaining
regional security. [Dawn]

In related developments, Pakistan, Russia, China, and
Iran jointly protested against the Afghan Taliban
government's perceived failure to control terrorist
groups in Afghanistan. The protest occurred during a
conference in Kabul, where these countries expressed
their shared concerns. [The Express Tribune]
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Cambodia, World Food Program sign
Letter of Understanding (LoU)

(pm) The World Food Program (WFP) is providing USD

63 million in funding to the Cambodian government to
support social protection, food systems development,
disaster management and climate mitigation.

The Cambodian Foreign Affairs Ministry and the WFP
signed a Letter of Understanding (LoU) to establish the
WEFP country strategic plan (CSP) 2024-2028, on January
30.

The move is in line with the WFP's longstanding
support for Cambodia in economic development and
will see a shift from activity implementation to
strengthening national capacities and building scalable
program models. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia’s vice-president Amin affirms
support for global peace at 2024 Human
Fraternity Summit

(jb) Vice President Ma'ruf Amin reiterated Indonesia's
steadfast commitment to fostering global peace,
highlighting its support for initiatives aimed at realizing
this goal. Speaking at the 2024 Human Fraternity Majlis
in Abu Dhabi, he emphasized Indonesia's
constitutional mandate and foreign policy ethos
centered on peace and justice.

Amin underscored the urgency of unity in addressing
prevailing conflicts and crises worldwide, advocating
for peace, humanity, and brotherhood among nations.
He called for transformative measures to cultivate
these values, expressing hope that initiatives like the
Zayed Award for Human Fraternity would catalyze
progress. Indonesia commended the Emirati
authorities for hosting the event, promoting harmony
among diverse faiths. [Antara News]

Indonesia applauds ASEAN's commitment
to five-point consensus on Myanmar crisis

(jb) Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi has
commended ASEAN members' dedication to advancing
the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus (5PC)
to address the Myanmar crisis.
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Speaking after the ASEAN Foreign Affairs Ministers'
Meeting (AMM) in Laos, Retno emphasized Indonesia's
active role in coordinating efforts to tackle the
Myanmar situation.

Highlighting the importance of engaging relevant
stakeholders in Myanmar without politicizing the
process, Retno reaffirmed Indonesia's readiness to
assist Myanmar in resolving its challenges. Under the
troika mechanism - an informal consultation
mechanism that may consist of current, previous, and
incoming ASEAN chairs - involving Laos and Malaysia,
discussions are set to extend beyond consultation,
aiming to facilitate humanitarian aid provision and
foster inclusive dialogue, she explained. [Cabinet
Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia] [Vietham Plus]

Malaysian prime minister affirms
Malaysia's ongoing commitment to
support UNRWA

(ba) On February 2, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim declared Malaysia's enduring commitment to
backing the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),
expressing readiness to escalate support if necessary.

He strongly criticized the decision of certain nations to
cease funding for the agency, prompted by Israeli
allegations of UNRWA employees' involvement in the
October 7 attack on Israel.

Reiterating Malaysia's steadfast solidarity with the
Palestinians, Anwar condemned the hypocrisy
displayed by some nations, pointing out the
contradiction in their stance on freedom and justice
when addressing the Palestinian cause. He
emphasized the disturbing nature of the international
community's tolerance, particularly in the West,
towards the ongoing loss of lives, including infants and
women, in Gaza.

Malaysia, under Anwar's leadership, has taken a
resolute stance, refusing to recognize Israel as a state
and prohibiting Israeli ships from docking in its ports.
Anwar asserted that Malaysia, having done what it can,
is prepared to support any initiative from the Muslim
world, especially Arab and neighboring countries,
aimed at halting Israeli aggression in Gaza.

Anwar also disclosed that he had directly engaged with
US President Joe Biden regarding the Gaza situation,
acknowledging Malaysia's limitations as a smaller
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nation but affirming its willingness to play a supportive
role. [The Star]

Dissident Russian rock band leave
Thailand over deportation threat

(msz) Seven members of the prominent Russian rock
band Bi-2, known for their criticism of Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, left Thailand on February 1, a week after
authorities threatened to deport them back to Moscow
for working without permits while on tour in Phuket.
Israeli diplomats had offered to allow the group to
travel to Tel Aviv, but the Russian consul reportedly
intervened to prevent this. [Bangkok Post]

Bi-2's lead singer has been labeled a "foreign agent" by
Russian authorities for criticizing President Vladimir
Putin online. Thus, the arrest was seen as a potential
warning to other artists critical of Moscow who
perform abroad despite Kremlin efforts to portray
them as unpatriotic. Before Bi-2's detention, Phuket
authorities had canceled shows of two Russian
standup comedians critical of the war, who were also
labeled "foreign agents" by the Kremlin. [The Guardian]

Thailand to establish humanitarian aid
corridor for Myanmar refugees in Tak
province

(bk) Thailand is taking steps to create a humanitarian
corridor in its Tak province, aimed at providing
essential aid to refugees from Myanmar who are
fleeing the ongoing civil conflict in their homeland. The
operation will be conducted in collaboration with the
Thai Red Cross Society and its Myanmar counterpart,
and there are plans to potentially replicate this model
in other border regions. [Bangkok Post]

This initiative gained approval during a meeting of the
foreign ministers from the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), held in Laos, which currently
holds the ASEAN chairmanship. The plan was also
presented to Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and US
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan during their
separate bilateral discussions with Thailand's foreign
minister last month.

China-based infrastructure bank
interested in Thailand's land bridge
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project, prime minister says

(msz) Thailand's Prime Minister, Srettha Thavisin, has
revealed that the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB), headquartered in China and the world's second-
largest multilateral development institution, has
expressed keen interest in financing the proposed
Land Bridge mega-project in southern Thailand. This
development follows a meeting between Prime
Minister Srettha and AlIB President Jin Liqun, along
with other bank executives. [Thai PBS World]

During the meeting, the AlIB executives conveyed their
willingness to provide financial support for the Land
Bridge project and expressed a desire to participate in
the initial feasibility studies. Furthermore, they
demonstrated interest in contributing to Thailand's
broader strategy of upgrading airports throughout the
country.

The Land Bridge project aims to establish deep-sea
ports in Chumphon and Ranong provinces, facilitating
connectivity between the Gulf of Thailand and the
Andaman Sea through an intricate network of railways
and highways. This ambitious undertaking is estimated
to necessitate investments amounting to
approximately THB 1 trillion.

United Nations allocates USD 2 million to
respond to El Nifio impacts in Timor-Leste

(Im) The United Nations in Timor-Leste has launched
an emergency grant of USD 2 million to provide food,
water, nutrition, and agricultural assistance to people
affected by El Nifio in six municipalities across the
country. Timor-Leste has been facing drought-like
conditions and delayed rainfall due to the ongoing El
Nifio weather event since September 2023, affecting
crop production and food availability in rural areas.
[Reliefweb]

The rapid response grant is part of the United Nations
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and will be
implemented through three UN agencies: the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Food
Programme (WFP).

Malaysia suspends deportation of
Bangladeshi opposition leader pending
court hearing
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(Im) Malaysia has temporarily halted the deportation of
MA Quayum, a Bangladeshi opposition leader, due to
an ongoing court hearing. Quayum, associated with
Bangladesh's main opposition party, the BNP, has
been living in Malaysia since 2015 under the "My
Second Home" (MM2H) program and holds refugee
status from the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). [The Star]

His arrest in mid-January and subsequent handover to
the Immigration Department came after his passport
was canceled, and his MM2H status was revoked.
However, following his detention, the Kuala Lumpur
High Court issued a stay order on his deportation, with
the next hearing scheduled for April 5. Concerns have
been raised about his treatment during detention, and
some have accused the Immigration Department of
disregarding court orders.

Shortly after the detention, the Kuala Lumpur High
Court ordered a stay on Quayum'’s deportation. The
next hearing is scheduled for April 5. There have been
allegations that Quayum was mistreated by
authorities, and some have accused the Immigration
Department of disrespecting the courts by detaining
him.

Meanwhile, Quayum's family has appealed to the
Malaysian government to honor the High Court's stay
of deportation, citing fears for his safety if he were to
return to Bangladesh. [Free Malaysia Today]

More than 260 Myanmar border guards
flee to Bangladesh

(Im) At least 264 Myanmar border guards have sought
refuge in Bangladesh in recent days in the wake of an
Arakan Army attack on a border post in Myanmar's
Rakhine state, which shares a border with Bangladesh.
[The Business Standard]

In Myanmar's Rakhine state, forces of the Arakan Army
ethnic armed organization have engaged in clashes
with Myanmar's military junta since February3,
primarily over the control of a border camp. Persistent
gunfire, mortar shells, and rocket explosions have
marked the ongoing conflict. Additionally, projectiles
from the conflict in Myanmar have crossed into
Bangladesh, resulting in the deaths of at least two
individuals. [Voice of America] [Radio Free Asia]
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US President Biden expresses willingness
to collaborate with Bangladesh

(Im) United States President Joe Biden has reached out
to Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
expressing Washington's readiness to work with the
South Asian nation to help it achieve its economic
goals. This communication comes nearly a month after
Prime Minister Hasina's swearing-in for a fourth
consecutive term, following a general election that was
boycotted by the opposition. [Reuters]

In his letter to Prime Minister Hasina, President Biden
conveyed his commitment to supporting Bangladesh's
ambitious economic objectives. He also highlighted
regional and global security, and humanitarian aid,
with a specific focus on Rohingya refugees. The Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh, Hasan Mahmud, stated that
the letter signifies a positive development in the
bilateral relationship between the two countries and
marks the potential for further advancement. U.S.
Embassy in Bangladesh

It's worth noting that the United States had been
critical of Bangladesh's democracy and human rights
records, particularly regarding the January 7 election,
which the U.S. State Department deemed neither free
nor fair. Additionally, the US had adopted a policy in
May that allowed for the restriction of visas for
individuals believed to have undermined the
democratic election process in Bangladesh.

Cambodian ministry of defense intends to
buy drones from China

(pm) The Cambodian Ministry of Defense is planning to
buy and use Chinese surveillance drones to empower
the military capabilities and defend the country from
threats.

The Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) is
considering purchasing CW-15 and CW-40 from the
China National Aero-Technology Import and Export
Corporation (CATIC) for border security.

The ministry said that the drones have a range of 300
kilometers and a top speed of 100 kph, making them
advanced reconnaissance tools.

The demonstration of the drones was showcased at
Kampong Chhnang Airport, reflecting the ongoing
cooperation between the RCAF and the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army.
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The CATIC exported various products to the Royal
Cambodian Air Force, including aircraft and aviation
equipment. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Thailand discuss cooperation
in fight against smog and air pollution

(dqgl) During a phone conversation between
Cambodian Minister of Environment Eang Sophalleth
and Thai Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Jakkapong
Sangmane on February 2, the two countries agreed to
work together in promoting cooperation aimed at
combatting smog and air pollution.

Jakkapong highlighted that Thailand is seeking t
Cambodia’s contribution to respond to regional issues
through bilateral cooperation, suggesting forming a
working group and hotline between the two countries.
a

Sophalleth, for his part, affirmed that his country was
ready to cooperate with Thailand.

The two sides also agreed to strengthen joint
cooperation through the exchange of good
experiences between each other to respond to the
prevention of smog, pollution and plastic in the
environment. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia calls for French investments

(pm) Cambodian Minister of Inspection Huot Hak has
invited more French and European Union (EU)
investments in Cambodia while meeting with Salvatore
Furnari, President of Heracle Group, in Phnom Penh.

Heracle Group is a company investing in VIP private
security, education, and beyond. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia-Germany: Second round of
bilateral political consultations

(pm) Foreign Ministries of Cambodia and Germany
have held the second round of bilateral political
consultations.

Chem Widhya, Cambodian Secretary of State of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation and Petra Sigmund, German Director-
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General for Asia and the Pacific at the Federal Foreign
Office hosted the meeting in Berlin, Germany, on
January 24. During the consultation, the meeting had a

review of the matters raised in the 15! Round of
Bilateral Political Consultations.

Both nations ensured their mutual commitment
towards political and economic relations, including
trade, tourism, and parliamentary. Th EU-Cambodia
and EU-ASEAN framework were emphasized to foster
the cooperation and support the region.

The two sides affirmed their cooperation and agreed
to boost multilateral framework for tackling global
security issues. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia-Georgia: Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on bilateral
consultations signed

(pm) The Secretary of state of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation, Chem Widhya
and Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Georgia had a virtual meeting and signed the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the
implementation of bilateral consultations on February
2. [Khmer Times]

China and U.S. show unity in fight against
Fentanyl

(ms) Despite ongoing strained relations between the
two biggest economies, the United States and China
have joined forces to combat the illicit trade of
fentanyl, a potent synthetic opioid responsible for a
surge in overdose deaths in the U.S.

The collaboration comes after an inter-agency U.S.
delegation, led by Deputy Homeland Security Advisor
Jen Daskal, engaged in talks with Chinese counterparts
in Beijing, culminating in the launch of a
counternarcotics working group.

The talks were deemed "substantive" by Daskal, who
expressed optimism but stressed that there is "much
more" work to be done. The primary focus is on
enhancing law enforcement cooperation to disrupt the
fentanyl supply chain, addressing transnational
networks' illicit financing, and improving information
sharing. The U.S. lauded the establishment of the
working group as a breakthrough, following
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discussions between Presidents Joe Biden and Xi
Jinping in California two months ago [see AiR No. 47,
November/2023, 3].

China's Minister of Public Security, Wang Xiaohong,
expressed hope that the collaboration would inject
positive energy into the China-U.S. relationship. The
working group's launch is seen as a sign of cooperation
amid deteriorating relations, with both nations
grappling with issues ranging from economic tensions
to Taiwan and possible reunification plans.

Fentanyl, 50 times more potent than heroin, has been
a leading cause of drug overdoses in the U.S. In 2021,
over 80,000 people succumbed to opioid overdoses,
with nearly 88 percent involving synthetic opioids like
fentanyl. The U.S. has labeled China as a "primary
source" of fentanyl ingredients, often trafficked into
the U.S. by Mexican cartels. However, China has
consistently denied any involvement in America's
opioid crisis.

Despite past tensions and a freeze in counternarcotics
cooperation in 2022, both nations have taken steps to
foster collaboration. After the Xi-Biden summit, the
U.S. removed China's Institute of Forensic Science from
a blacklist. Meanwhile, China has warned against the
sale of equipment and precursor chemicals for opioid
production overseas and pledged to combat the
"smuggling and trafficking of fentanyl-type
substances."

While acknowledging China's initial actions, U.S.
officials remain cautious about the potential political
risks. The assistant secretary of state dealing with
narcotics and law enforcement, commended China's
steps but emphasized the need for further progress.

The joint effort against fentanyl serves as a litmus test
for improved relations, with both sides aiming to build
on this momentum in areas like climate change,
agriculture, and commercial cooperation. As they
navigate potential pitfalls, both nations seem
committed to addressing a shared concern, taking a
crucial step towards reconciliation. [AFP] [Al Jazeera]
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

US-China: Economic talks set to rekindle
in Beijing amidst global challenges

(ms) Officials from the US and China are scheduled to
convene in Beijing this week for crucial talks on
economic matters, representing the latest phase of
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renewed engagement between the world's two largest
economies.

The five-person delegation from the US Treasury, led
by Undersecretary for International Affairs Jay
Schambaugh, will engage with Chinese counterparts in
discussions covering diverse topics. These include the
macroeconomic outlook, investment-screening
regimes, and coordinated efforts on debt and climate
change.

The talks, part of the established "economic working
group," reflect the Biden administration's broader
strategy to uphold communication channels with China
on shared challenges while addressing national
security concerns. [CNN]

US charges four Chinese citizen for
illegally exporting electronic components
to Iran

(ms) Four Chinese nationals have been charged in the
District of Columbia with federal crimes related to a
long-standing conspiracy to illegally export U.S.-origin
electronic components to Iran. The individuals
allegedly orchestrated a scheme spanning over a
decade to smuggle U.S.-manufactured parts to entities
affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) and the Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces
Logistics (MODAFL) in Iran.

The indictment reveals that the defendants utilized
front companies in the People’s Republic of China to
funnel dual-use U.S.-origin items, including electronics
with potential military applications, to sanctioned
Iranian entities. These entities, such as Shiraz
Electronics Industries and Rayan Roshd Afzar, have ties
to the IRGC and MODAFL and are involved in the
development and production of missiles, weapons,
and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs).

The accused individuals are charged with conspiring to
violate the International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA), smuggling goods from the United States,
and submitting false or misleading export information.
The charges carry severe penalties, with a maximum of
20 years in prison for violating IEEPA and up to 10
years for smuggling goods from the United States.

The U.S. Department of Justice emphasized that these
actions pose a direct threat to national security, and
the Justice Department's National Security Division
asserts the commitment to use all available tools to
sever illicit supply chains supporting the Iranian
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regime's activities. [lran Wire] [Reuters] [U.S.
Department of Justice]

U.S. expands blacklist of Chinese tech
firms over national security concerns

(ms) On February 1, the US Pentagon expanded its list
of Chinese tech companies deemed as "military" and
posing a national security risk.

The Defense Department added over a dozen entities
to the list, including memory-chip maker Yangtze
Memory Technologies Corp, Al companies Yitu
Technology and Beijing Megyvii, drone maker Chengdu
JOUAV, lidar maker Hesai Technology, and tech
company NetPosa.

These additions join the likes of DJI Technology and BGI
on the 1260H list, a tool intended to caution U.S. and
international companies about potential ties to
Beijing's military-industrial complex.

While being on the list doesn't result in an outright
ban, it renders the companies ineligible for contracts
with the Defense Department and could lead to further
repercussions, including potential blacklisting by the
U.S. Treasury Department, impacting their business
prospects.

The 1260H list, established under the National Defense
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2021, reflects
Washington's effort to prevent U.S. investment in
companies involved in dual-use technologies that
could aid the Chinese military.

This move is part of a broader strategy initiated by
President Joe Biden in August, which prohibited U.S.
private equity and venture capital investments in China
involving sensitive technology like artificial intelligence
(see AIR No. 33, August/2023, 3).

Notably, three Chinese firms were removed from the
updated list, signaling a dynamic regulatory
environment. Despite pressure from the U.S. House
committee, Quectel, a Chinese Internet of Things firm,
was not added, highlighting the complexity of the
ongoing scrutiny on Chinese tech companies.

China condemned the U.S. decision, asserting that it
violates market competition principles and
international trade rules. Analysts caution that framing
business and technological competition through a
military lens is inappropriate and dangerous.
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The Pentagon's move is widely seen as part of a
concerted effort by U.S. government departments to
suppress China, raising concerns about the potential
impact on economic and trade relations between the
two global powers. [Bloomberg] [FMPRC] [Global
Times] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post] [US
Department of Defense]

US accuses prominent Chinese tech firms
of affiliation with Chinese military

(ms) The US Pentagon has expanded its list of Chinese
tech companies designated as extensions of the
Chinese military, raising concerns about national
security risks. The move includes prominent names like
Yangtze Memory Technologies Corp (YMTC), China's
largest chipmaker, drone manufacturer Chengdu
JOUAV, and several others.

This categorization comes under the 1260H list (see
entry above), established to inform US and
international companies about entities potentially
supporting Beijing's military-industrial complex. While
being on the list doesn't enforce a complete ban, it
renders the firms ineligible for Defense Department
contracts, and they may face blacklisting by the US
Treasury Department, impacting their business
prospects. The identification of these "Chinese military
companies" aligns with Washington's broader effort to
restrict US investments in entities involved in dual-use
technologies that could enhance the Chinese military's
capabilities.

One of the major companies affected is YMTC, a
Chinese flash memory chip giant, denying any ties with
the Chinese military. In response to its inclusion on the
1260H list, YMTC stated that it is actively working with
the US government to address the allegations. The
company emphasizes its focus on the design and
manufacture of 3D NAND flash memory, asserting that
its technology is not military grade nor intended for
military applications.

As the US continues to scrutinize Chinese tech
companies for potential security risks, the situation
may escalate, leading to further sanctions. This
development reflects a broader strategy by the Biden
administration to regulate US investments in entities
associated with dual-use technologies and reinforces
the ongoing economic and technological competition
between the two global powers.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry strongly opposes the US,
accusing it of overstretching the concept of national
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security and implementing discriminatory practices
against Chinese companies. The Ministry contends that
these actions disrupt normal economic and trade
cooperation, erode confidence in foreign investments
in the US, and violate principles of market competition
and international trade rules. Furthermore, it alleges
the US is the originator of the military-civil fusion
policy, urging an immediate correction of
discriminatory practices to ensure a fair business
environment for Chinese companies while vowing to
safeguard their lawful rights and interests. [Firstpost]
[EMPRC] [South China Morning Post]

China's new defense minister proposes
closer military ties with Russia

(ms) China's recently appointed Defense Minister Dong
Jun (see AiR No. 1, January/2024, 1). engaged in a video
conference with his Russian counterpart Sergei Shoigu
on January 31.

Dong, who assumed office a month ago, stressed the
need for closer cooperation between the Chinese and
Russian militaries, aiming to "elevate the relations
between the two militaries to a higher level."

Both ministers discussed international and regional
issues of common interest, emphasizing the
importance of mutual trust and expanded cooperation
to address global challenges. Dong expressed his
vision for the militaries to play a greater role in
deepening China-Russia comprehensive strategic
cooperation and maintaining global security and
stability.

Shoigu reciprocated, expressing anticipation for the
"closest and most fruitful cooperation" and reiterated
that Russia and China were developing
"comprehensive military cooperation" without
targeting any third country. Despite their
strengthening military ties, Shoigu emphasized that it
was not a formal military alliance, distinguishing it
from the approaches of some Western countries.
[Chinese Defense Ministry]

The diplomatic ties between Beijing and Moscow have
seen an upswing in recent years. Under the leadership
of Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin the two nations
declared a "partnership with no limits" just before
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022. [Reuters 1] [South
China Morning Post]

In a separate development, China has demanded
Ukraine remove more than a dozen Chinese
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companies from a list designating them as
"international sponsors of warm," and accusing them
of assisting Russia's war efforts. Beijing warned of
negative impacts on bilateral relations should Kyiv fail
to immediately meet its demand.

The list includes major Chinese firms such as Alibaba
Group and Xiaomi Corporation. [Reuters 2] [Ukrainska
Pravada]

Australian writer sentenced to suspended
death penalty in China

(ms) Chinese authorities have sentenced Australian
citizen and famous writer Yang Hengjun to a
suspended death penalty.

Yang, a writer and pro-democracy blogger, has been
imprisoned in China since 2019 on charges of spying,
allegations he continues to deny. The suspended death
sentence comes with a two-year good behavior
reprieve, after which it can be converted to a life
sentence. Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong has
described the court's decision as "harrowing" and
"appalling," emphasizing the Australian government's
relentless advocacy for Yang's release.

The closed trial, which began in 2021, did not allow
Australian officials to attend, leading to concerns about
the fairness of the proceedings. Wong stressed the
government's consistent calls for basic standards of
justice, procedural fairness, and humane treatment for
Yang, aligning with international norms and China's
legal obligations.

China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs defended the trial,
stating that it was conducted "in strict accordance with
the law" and claimed to have upheld Yang's procedural
and consular rights. However, the Australian
government has expressed dissatisfaction with the lack
of transparency and access throughout the legal
process.

Yang's lawyers have until February 15th to decide
whether to appeal, potentially delaying the onset of
the two-year window for good behavior.

The case adds strain to already tense Australia-China
relations, impacting diplomatic efforts and raising
questions about the role of commercial interests in
addressing human rights issues. [ABC] [Australian
Foreign Ministry] [BBC] [Radio Free Asia]
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India, The Maldives agree on workable
solution on military personnel issue

(aa/lm) Two weeks after their initial meeting, on
February 2, senior officials from India and the Maldives
reached an agreement, according to which New Delhi
will withdraw its military personnel from the Maldives
between March and May. Nevertheless, the operation
of two helicopters and a Dornier aircraft in the
Maldives will continue by replacing the military
personnel with Indian civilians and trained Maldivian
defense personnel. [The Indian Express] [The Wire]

Around 80 Indian military personnel are currently
stationed in the Maldives to provide support for
military equipment provided by India and to assist in
humanitarian efforts in the region. Last month, Male
formally requested the withdrawal of these troops
from the island nation by March 15 [see AiR No. 3,
January/2024, 3]. This development came after
President Mohamed Muizzu's election victory, during
which he had pledged to end the Maldives' "India first"

policy.

Despite the agreement regarding military personnel,
India plans to reduce its development assistance to the
Maldives by approximately USD 20.4 million in the next
fiscal year, as indicated by the interim budget
document released by the government last week. This
reduction represents a 22 percent decrease in funding
for development projects in the archipelago. [The
Times of India]

Furthermore, The Maldives' government has formally
requested comprehensive details from the Indian
government regarding a recent incident in which
Indian Coast Guard personnel allegedly boarded three
Maldivian fishing vessels within its economic zone
without consultation. [The Indian Express]

Indian embassy employee in Russia
arrested for allegedly spying for Pakistan

(fd) An Indian embassy employee in Moscow was
arrested by Indian authorities for allegedly spying for
Pakistan's intelligence agency, the ISI. The individual,
who had been working at the embassy since 2021, is
accused of sharing classified information about the
Indian army and military activities with the ISl in
exchange for financial incentives. [Times of India]
[Independent]
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The arrest was made in the north Indian city of Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh, after the accused failed to provide
satisfactory answers during interrogation. A case has
been registered against him under the Officials Secrets
Act.

Indian extends first-ever invitation to Sri
Lanka's JVP for talks

(aa) The Indian government has extended an official
invitation to a delegation led by Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, the leader of Sri Lanka's Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), or People’s Liberation Front. During
their visit to India, the delegation is set to meet with
government officials, business leaders, and explore
centers of excellence in agriculture and industry. [The
Hindu]

This invitation carries significance as it reaches out to
one of Sri Lanka's most prominent politicians, who has
emerged as the favored candidate in recent surveys
for a potential presidential election later this year.
Furthermore, this development reflects a shift in the
JVP's historical stance on India, as they have been
historically opposed to "Indian expansionism." Anura
Kumara Dissanayake now emphasizes the importance
of considering India's impact on Sri Lanka when
making economic and political decisions.

United States approves potential USD 3.9
billion drones sale to India

(fd) The U.S. State Department has given its approval
for a potential USD 3.9 billion deal to sell General
Atomics MQ-9B drones to India, marking a significant
development in the growing defense and security
cooperation between the two countries. The proposed
package includes 31 SkyGuardian unmanned aerial
vehicles, 310 Small Diameter Bombs, and 170 Hellfire
missiles. Additionally, it encompasses associated
radars and anti-submarine equipment for the
maritime-focused SeaGuardian variant, a derivative of
the SkyGuardian. [The Hindu] [USNI News]

The Indian military's requirement for high-altitude
long-endurance remotely piloted aircraft systems
(RPAS) was approved by the Indian Ministry of Defence
in June, leading to this potential purchase. The Indian
Army and Air Force are set to receive eight
SkyGuardians each, while the Indian Navy is slated to
acquire 16 SeaGuardians. Notably, India had previously
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leased two SeaGuardian drones in November 2020,
which have since accumulated over 12,000 operational
hours in Indian service.

India sends assistance to Zambia
following cholera outbreak

(Im) On February 6, India sent approximately 3.5 tons
of aid, including medicines and water purification
supplies, to Zambia to assist in dealing with a cholera
outbreak in the country. [The Hindu]

Indonesia, US celebrate inauguration of
the "Anambas" Maritime Training Center
(MTC) in Batam

(jb) The United States (US) and Indonesia celebrated
the inauguration of the "Anambas" Maritime Training
Center (MTC) in Batam. US Charge d'affaires a.i.
Michael F. Kleine and Vice Admiral TNI Dr. Irvansyah of
the Republic of Indonesia's Maritime Security Agency
presided over the event, highlighting the center's
significance in strengthening maritime capabilities and
countering crimes.

Funded by the US State Department, the USD 1.5
million center includes classrooms, offices, and
training facilities. The center's first course, sponsored
by the US Coast Guard, commenced with sixteen
BAKAMLA personnel, enhancing Indonesia's maritime
safety and security efforts.

This initiative follows a bilateral agreement aimed at
bolstering Indonesia's maritime domain awareness
and enforcement capabilities. [US Embassy and
Consulates in Indonesia]

Indonesia, Cambodia strengthen
parliamentary and trade relations

(jb) Dr. Santo Darmosumarto, the Ambassador of
Indonesia to Cambodia, pledged to bolster
parliamentary ties and trade cooperation during a
meeting with Cambodian National Assembly President
Khuon Sudary. The commitment, made on January 30,
2024, underscores efforts to enhance bilateral
relations in various fields, including trade, people-to-
people contacts, and education.
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Sudary welcomed Darmosumarto's diplomatic efforts,
emphasizing the National Assembly's readiness to
collaborate for stronger and deeper cooperation.

With Indonesia ranking as the sixth-largest foreign
investor in Cambodia, both nations aim to build on
their USD 948 million trade volume in 2022. Sudary
also urged for increased agricultural product imports
from Cambodia to Indonesia. [Khmer Times]

Germany observes Indonesia’s capital
relocation efforts with interest

(jb) Germany continues to observe Indonesia's capital
relocation endeavor as the government seeks to
attract foreign investors. With Indonesia constructing a
new capital in East Kalimantan, the ambitious USD 33
billion project aims for substantial investor
contributions, prompting international interest.

Thomas Graf, Deputy Head of Mission at the German
Embassy expressed interest in monitoring progress
and hinted at potential future engagements.

Indonesia's efforts to court investors include
showcasing Nusantara's smart city potential, with
German tech giant Siemens already onboard for
cooperation. Amid assurances of progress and
sustainability, Indonesia aims to secure international
confidence to attract investments, according to
Bambang Susantono, Nusantara authority chairman.

The capital relocation initiative has already attracted
substantial domestic investment interest, reflecting
confidence in the project's viability. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia, Spain forge agreement to
protect migrant fishing workers

(jb) In a significant move to safeguard the rights of
migrant fishing workers, Indonesia and Spain have
inked a mutual recognition agreement. Under this
pact, Spanish authorities will honor competency
certifications issued by Indonesia for Indonesian
deckhands seeking employment on Spanish fishing
vessels.

The agreement, aimed at combating exploitation and
abuse rampant in the global fishing industry, is a
crucial step towards ensuring the welfare and safety of
Indonesian workers abroad. With approximately 1,000
Indonesians employed on Spanish fishing boats in
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2021, earning an average of EUR 1,000 per month, this
collaboration holds substantial significance.

Indonesia has been actively pursuing measures to
enhance training, certification, and protection for its
vast population of fishers and boat crews, both
domestically and internationally. [Mongabay]

Indonesia eyes Finnish collaboration for
smart city development in new capital

(jb) Indonesia is forging ahead with plans to
collaborate with Finland in the development of a smart
city within the Nusantara Capital City (IKN) project.
Minister of Public Works and Public Housing Basuki
Hadimuljono revealed discussions aimed at harnessing
Finnish expertise for this ambitious endeavor.

The envisioned smart city infrastructure will be
centrally controlled for integrated and optimized
services, a concept aligned with Finland's renowned
expertise in digitalization and technology.

Minister Hadimuljono emphasized the importance of
Finnish involvement, expressing hope for the dispatch
of experts to oversee the construction process.
Finland's Minister of Economic Affairs, Wille Rydman,
echoed this sentiment, highlighting Finland's readiness
to contribute its advanced technological know-how.

The collaboration, in line with Indonesia's vision for IKN
as a smart, green, and sustainable capital city, holds
promise for the utilization of renewable energy and
cutting-edge technology in urban development.
[Antara News]

UAE delegation strengthens ties with
Indonesia in Yogyakarta visit

(jb) Indonesian President Joko Widodo welcomed
Emirati Minister of Energy and Infrastructure Suhail Al-
Mazrouei in Yogyakarta during a significant high-level
delegation visit. Discussions centered on bolstering
cooperation across diverse sectors, reflecting
Indonesia’s keen interest in enhancing strategic ties
with the UAE.

The leaders inaugurated the Mohammed bin Zayed
College of Future Studies, a collaboration between Abu
Dhabi's Mohammed Bin Zayed University for
Humanities and Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama society.
The Emirati delegation, which also visited Jakarta,
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engaged in talks on joint investment projects and
explored new opportunities. Minister Al-Mazrouei
further convened a roundtable meeting to foster
economic ties, including discussions on halal products
with Vice President Ma'ruf Amin. [Arab News]

Indonesia, Dubai forge closer ties in
medical equipment sector

(jb) Indonesia's Industry Ministry has intensified
collaboration with the Dubai Health Authority (DHA) to
enhance the medical equipment industry. This
partnership, highlighted at the Medical Equipment
Business Forum during Dubai's Arab Health exhibition,
aims to expand Indonesia's export share to Dubai.

Taufiek Bawazier, Director General of metal,
machinery, transportation equipment, and electronics
industries at the ministry, emphasized Indonesia's
capacity to produce high-quality medical equipment,
with exports reaching USD 209.4 million in 2023.

At the event, discussions revolved around potential
collaborations between Indonesian manufacturers and
Dubai's health authorities, aligning with plans to
establish the Emirates-Indonesia Cardiology Hospital in
Central Java, bolstering healthcare services in the
region. [Antara News]

Indonesia commits to strengthening ties
with Namibia through development
cooperation

(jb) The Indonesian Ambassador to Namibia, Wisnu Edi
Pratignyo, reaffirmed Indonesia's dedication to
deepening relations with African nations during a
meeting with Namibian officials and the UN World
Food Program (WFP) Director.

Ambassador Pratignyo announced plans for the 2nd
Indonesia-Africa Forum, signaling Indonesia's
commitment to bolstering ties, emphasizing
Indonesia's readiness to expand cooperation with
Namibia in agriculture, fisheries, and education.

The Namibian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and WFP
welcomed Indonesia's proposal, foreseeing fruitful
collaboration, particularly in agriculture.

This initiative is poised to strengthen bilateral relations
and foster economic growth in both Indonesia and
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Namibia, marking a significant step in Indonesia's
engagement with Africa. [CIOLook]

Sudanese entrepreneurs seek closer trade
ties with Indonesia

(jb) Indonesian Ambassador to Sudan, Sunarko, has
engaged on January 26 with Sudanese entrepreneurs
at a meeting hosted by the Port Sudan International
Club. Discussions centered on bolstering trade ties and
realizing business commitments.

Key points included plans for Sudanese firms to
procure Indonesian goods and fostering collaboration.
Despite challenges, Port Sudan's economy thrives,
prompting Ambassador Sunarko's commitment to
facilitating partnerships. He underscored Indonesia's
vast economic potential, urging Sudanese stakeholders
to actively pursue trade opportunities.

The meeting signals growing cooperation between
Sudan and Indonesia, with both sides keen to explore
and expand bilateral trade relations. [Africa.com]

Indonesian and Turkish firms forge
strategic partnership

(jb) Turkish firm Kipas Holding and Indonesia's
Pertamina Geothermal Energy inked a significant
agreement in Istanbul, aiming to bolster cooperation in
geothermal energy. This landmark pact, witnessed by
Indonesia's Ambassador to Turkiye, Achmad Rizal
Purnama, sets the stage for joint exploration and
investment ventures in Turkiye, Indonesia, and
beyond.

The deal signifies a strategic alliance, fostering the
exchange of expertise, technology, and resources to
advance sustainable energy initiatives globally.
Mehmet Sisman, Kipas Holding's general manager,
expressed optimism, foreseeing mutual benefits in
enhancing geothermal energy practices.

Meanwhile, Julfi Hadi, CEO of Pertamina Geothermal
Energy, lauded Turkiye's geothermal policies,
highlighting the allure for long-term foreign
investment. [Daily Sabah]
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Indonesia: Indonesia courts Turkish
investors for tuna farming expansion in
Papua

(jb) Indonesia’s bid to bolster its tuna industry has
taken a transcontinental turn as it seeks Turkish
investment in offshore tuna farming in Papua. Minister
Sakti Wahyu Trenggono's appeal, made during a visit to
Turkey, aims to leverage Turkish aquaculture prowess
to revitalize Papua's Biak Numfor district into a major
tuna export hub.

Facing sustainability challenges from overfishing,
Indonesia eyes innovative solutions to augment
productivity. Biak Numfor, nestled within the
biodiverse Cenderawasih Bay, presents an ideal locale.
With infrastructural strides already underway, the
partnership signals a concerted effort to secure
Indonesia’s position as a global tuna powerhouse.
[Mongabay]

Indonesia, South Korea forge air traffic
expansion deal

(jb) South Korea and Indonesia have inked a deal to
increase flights between their secondary airports,
aiming to boost air traffic rights.

Following talks in Batam, six South Korean regional
airports - Busan, Daegu, Cheongju, Jeju, Muan, and
Yangyang - will connect with Indonesia's Batam,
Manado, Lombok, Yogyakarta, Balikpapan, and
Kertajati.

This move aims to ease reliance on Seoul's Incheon
airport and offer Korean travelers diverse entry points
into Indonesia. The agreement, facilitating connections
beyond Jakarta and Bali, is poised to revitalize regional
airports. Additionally, codeshare permissions aim to
alleviate ticket scarcity, particularly during peak
seasons, fostering smoother travel experiences.
[FlightGlobal]

Japan dethroned by China a top car
exporter 2023

(sh) According to data of the Japanese Trade
Organization, in 2023 China emerged as the world's
leading car exporter, surpassing long-standing leader
Japan.
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The data revealed that China experienced a 58 percent
increase in car exports, reaching 4.91 million vehicles.
This surge was largely attributed to robust overseas
sales of electric vehicles (EVs). The Japanese car
exports, on the other hand, rose by 16 percent to 4.42
million vehicles, marking a significant dip in
comparison.

The rise of China as a major car exporter is closely tied
to the global demand for all-electric vehicles, driven by
the commitment to reduce carbon emissions.

Chinese automakers, particularly BYD Co., capitalized
on this trend, benefiting from substantial support from
the Chinese government.

Besides, Chinese gasoline-powered car exports to
Russia also saw an uptick, seizing opportunities left by
the withdrawal of Japanese, U.S., and European
automakers from the market due to the Russia’s war in
Ukraine. [Kyodo News] [Nikkie Asia]

Japan-Ukraine business is to bolster
Ukraine’s recovery

(sh) The Japan-Ukraine Economic Reconstruction
Conference, scheduled for February 19 in Tokyo, would
be held to bolster Ukraine's recovery amid the ongoing
conflict with Russia.

Over 200 businesses from both Japan and Ukraine are
expected to participate, highlighting a mutual
commitment to fostering economic collaboration in
key sectors like energy, agriculture, and infrastructure.

The conference aims to facilitate public-private
partnerships to support Kyiv's economic
reconstruction efforts in the wake of Russia's invasion.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's is scheduled
to present Tokyo's plans assist Ukraine’s
reconstructoion at the conference. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is expected to join the even via
video teleconferencing. Ukrainian Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal and ambassadors from other Group of
Seven economies and Poland will take part in person.
[Kyodo News] [ Kyiv Independent]

In January, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa
announced during her visit to Ukraine a commitment
of USD 37 million to a NATO fund for anti-drone
equipment and the provision of five mobile gas turbine
generators and seven generators to help Ukraine
through the winter and likely increase in Russian
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strikes on energy infrastructure (see AiR No. 2,
January/2024, 2).

Japan conducts Explosive Ordinance
Disposal training for Solomon Islands
police force

(sh) The Explosive Ordinance Disposal Department
(EODD) of the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force
(RSIPF) conducted one-week training at Hells Point, the
RSIPF EOD facility in the capital city of Honiara,
facilitated by instructors from the Japan Ministry of
Defense. This collaboration aimed to bolster the
EODD's capabilities in handling Japanese unexploded
ordnances (UXO) of World War Il found on the
Solomon Islands.

This cooperation signifies the commitment to
addressing historical legacies and fostering safer
environments. [RSIPF] [Solomon Star]

Russian former president calls on Japan to
drop claim over Kuril Islands

(sh) Former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
reaffirmed that Russia dismissed Japan's claims on the
ownership of the Northern Territories, also known as
the Kuril Islands.

Medvedev, now deputy chairman of Russia's Security
Council, asserted that the islands are Russian territory
and emphasized Russia's disregard for Japanese
sentiments regarding the issue. [TASS]

His remarks came in response to Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida's speech in the Japanese
parliament in which he expressed commitment to
resolving the territorial dispute to conclude a Worl War
Il peace treaty while maintaining sanctions on Russia
over its actions in Ukraine.

Medvedev's blunt statements suggests a firm stance by
Russia on the Kuril Islands issue, likely exacerbating
tensions with Japan. [Nippon.com] [Reuters]

Japan, United States conduct joint ‘large
deck’ exercises in Philippine Sea east of
Taiwan
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(Ib) From January 29 to February 1, a joint exercise
involving a dozen United States and Japanese
warships, including two U.S. aircraft carriers, took
place in the Philippine Sea east of Taiwan. The
exercises involve defense drills, sea surveillance, cross-
deck exercises, and tactical maneuvers, showcasing
the ability to rapidly assemble large naval forces in the
Indo-Pacific region. Analysts believe the timing of the
exercises underscores the U.S. commitment to the
region despite ongoing Middle East hostilities. [Radio
Free Asia] [CNN]

Vietnam helps bolster reach and influence
of Lao National Radio

(wn) Vietnam's state-run national radio broadcaster,
Voice of Vietnam (VOV), has provided equipment to
Lao National Radio to improve its operations. Both
broadcasters signed a project agreement during a
ceremony attended by officials from both sides on
January 31 at the Lao National Radio station.

The partnership aims to modernize Laos' information,
culture, and tourism sector through digital
broadcasting. [The Star]

Cambodia-Laos: Senior officials discuss
border markers

(wn) The Lao and Cambodian governments have
agreed to install 508 new markers along their shared
border to achieve more precise and permanent
demarcation.

Lao Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Phoxay
Khaykhamphithoune led a Lao delegation at a meeting
with Cambodian counterparts on January 25 and 26 to
discuss the inspection of the primary and
supplementary border markers. During the meeting,
the two sides agreed upon the suitability of the
proposed new border markers and requested that 508
be manufactured, with Cambodia financing the
production cost.

The two sides also agreed that the border markers will
be installed at agreed-upon locations and earmarked
by both sides. The two delegations also exchanged
views on joint border work to be carried out in the
future and signed a memorandum of cooperation on
this work. [The Star]
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President of Federal Republic of Germany
to visit Mongolia

(ap) President of Germany Frank-Walter Steinmeier is
going to visit Mongolia on February 7 at the invitation
of his Mongolian counterpart Khurelsukh Ukhnaa.

Both sides are expected to discuss ways to elevate
bilateral relations and cooperation.

The visit will mark the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between the two countries established on
January 31, 1974. [Aki Press]

European Union taxes on Maldivian fish
‘disproportionate’, foreign minister says

(aa) Maldivian Foreign Minister Moosa Zameer
expressed his concern about Maldivian fish exports to
the European Union, saying that taxes imposed on the
country’s only exports are “disproportionate” and harm
the local fishing industry. In pursuance of a diversified
and resilient economy, Zameer insists on a fair trade
environment with reduced or omitted tax rates.
[SunOnline]

Mongolia, Bangladesh discuss deepening
economic ties

(ap) The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) has expressed their
commitment to boosting economic ties with Mongolia
as the country is a potential destination for exporting
skilled manpower. [Aki Press]

FBCCI President Mahbubul Alam made this
commitment at a courtesy meeting with Mongolian
Ambassador to Bangladesh Ganbold Dambajav,
emphasizing that the two countries can cooperate in
ready-made garments, footwear, medicines, plastic
goods.

Alam also noted that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
taken initiatives to attract foreign investments and to
create a favorable environment for that.

Ambassador of Mongolia Ganbold Dambajav, for his
part, underscored that Mongolia seeks to benefit from
Bangladesh’s skilled manpower in agriculture, ready-
made garments and construction sectors.
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China to recognize Mongolian diplomas
and titles

(ap) Mongolian Minister of Education and Science
Enkh-Amgalan Luvsantseren held a meeting with his
Chinese counterpart Huai Jinpeng.

During the meeting both sides agreed to mutually
recognize the educational documents and titles as part
of their countries’' cooperation in education.

Enkh-Amgalan and Huai also discussed increasing the
number of scholarships under the President's Scholar-
2100 program in a way to expand the cooperation with
Chinese and Mongolian universities. [Aki Press]

Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia discuss
launching direct flights

(ap) Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to Mongolia Aibek
Artykbaev said that Kyrgyzstan is interested in
launching direct flights with Mongolia during a meeting
with Mongolian Director General of the Civil Aviation
Authority Munkhtuya Chimeddorj.

Both sides discussed the potentials of cooperation
between the two countries in the field of civil aviation,
agreeing that direct flights between the two capitals
will be a mutually beneficial. [Aki Press]

US announce fresh sanctions on Myanmar

(mg) The US Treasury Department have imposed
additional sanctions “on two entities... and four
individuals” closely linked to Myanmar's military
regime, shortly after junta officials extended the
country's state of emergency.

The Shwe Byain Phyu Group of Companies and
shipping firm Myanma Five Star Line Company Ltd
were amongst those named. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar hands back three Chinese
warlords in latest strike to military-
backed Chinese mafia
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(mg) Bai Suocheng, Wei Chaoren and Liu Zhengxiang
notoriously trafficked foreign nationals in Laukkaing,
Myanmar.

The decision to handover these members of the
military-backed Chinese Mafia within Myanmar will
come as a major blow to the ruling junta, whose power
is presenting notable cracks.

It comes as the military continues to face significant
losses against the ethnic forces across the country, and
the stalemate that started with the 2021 coup reigns
on.

The three men are the leaders of three of the four
families who have held control over and ran scam
centers in Laukkaing, on the north-eastern border with
China, since 2009. The UN has estimated that
hundreds of thousands of people have been trafficked
into scam centers across Southeast Asia.

In October last year, China allegedly encouraged
coordinated attacks against the military across the
border, after raising concerns over these Chinese
Mafia allegations.

It is reported that this hastened the fall of these three
warlords, who were amongst ten sent back to China on
chartered flights for their involvement in scam centers
in Myanmar. [BBC]

Nearly 100 Myanmar junta police crossed
into Bangladesh after a major Arakan
Army attack in Maungdaw

(mg) Officials reported that 95 border guard police
were disarmed and taken into custody after crossing
into Bangladesh’s Bandarban district on 4 February.

One official said a further 100 were waiting inside
Myanmar. According to the Arakan Army, this was in
response to attacks on two regime border outposts in
Maungow township.

They reported that nearly 60 regime troops fled, and
both sides sustained casualties.

Regime troops have been fleeing Myanmar for India,
especially with the new India-backed infrastructure
project connecting India’s landlocked northeast to the
Bay of Bengal under construction.

Since October 2023, the three ethnic armies have
seized most of the northern Shan State, including
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around 20 towns and vital trade routes with China. The
offense was halted in January after the alliance agreed
to a Chinese-brokered ceasefire. However, the AA did
not end offenses across the northern Rakhane State
and Paletwa Township. [The Irrawaddy]

Nepal proposes tariff for electricity export
to Bangladesh

(Im) Nepal has proposed a tariff for electricity exports
to Bangladesh as the two countries make progress
towards finalizing their first-ever power trading
agreement. The proposed tariff rate is reportedly in
line with what Nepal charges India under a five-year
power purchase agreement, which is expected to be
below USD 0.13 per unit. [The Kathmandu Post]

The finalization of the tariff marks a significant step in
ongoing negotiations, and once agreed upon, Nepal,
Bangladesh, and India are expected to sign a tripartite
deal that would enable Nepal to export electricity to
Bangladesh. Bangladesh has expressed interest in
importing more power from Nepal to bridge its
growing electricity demand, as its current generation
capacity falls short of the rising consumption needs.

Nepal requests Russia to repatriate
Nepalese nationals recruited for Ukraine
war

(Im) Nepal has formally requested Russia to repatriate
Nepali nationals who were recruited to fight in Ukraine
and to bring back the bodies of those who lost their
lives in the conflict. Nepal is also seeking monetary
compensation for the families of the deceased. [The
Himalayan Times]

Over 200 Nepali nationals are estimated to have been
recruited by the Russian army for service in Ukraine,
with at least 14 confirmed casualties. Additionally, five
Nepali citizens who fought for Russia are believed to
be held captive by Ukraine, and Nepal is urging Russia
to secure their release.

While Russian officials have not publicly addressed the
recruitment of foreign nationals for military service in
Ukraine, reports suggest that besides Nepal, Russia
may have recruited individuals from other countries,
such as Cuba. Russian law permits foreign nationals to
enlist in its military after signing contracts with the
Defense Ministry.
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Nepal's government has already prohibited its citizens
from traveling to Russia or Ukraine for employment
due to concerns about recruitment by the Russian
army for the Ukraine conflict. This issue was discussed
during a meeting between Nepali officials and Russian
counterparts at the Non-Aligned Movement
conference in Uganda.

North Korea supplied by Russia with
refined petroleum

(ap) Russia has supplied around 100,000 barrels of
refined petroleum to North Korea between March and
December 2023, according to data from United
Nations Security Council (UNSC).

According to the UNSC's Resolution 2397, member
states have a 500,000 barrels per year cap for
shipments of refined petroleum, which should be
reported on a monthly basis to the United Nations.

In 2022, it is believed that Russia has resumed
providing refined petroleum to North Korea, two years
after the country shut its borders due to COVID-19. In
2020 North Korea obtained petroleum through illegal
shipments due to the closed borders. [Yonhap]

North Korea closes embassies in Libya
and Hong Kong

(ap) North Korea has closed its embassy in Libya and
Hong Konga as the country struggles with economic
challenges and international sanctions.

Libya is the sixth African country from which North
Korea has been withdrawn from. [Yonhap]

Pakistan can’t have fair elections when
opposition party has been criminalized,
US congresswoman says

(Im) United States Congresswoman llhan Omar has
expressed criticism of Pakistan's democratic process,
stating that the South Asian nation cannot have "free
and fair elections when one of the opposition parties
has been criminalized." [The Indian Express]

Omar's comments come in the wake of concerns
raised by her and 10 of her Democrat party colleagues
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back last November when they wrote to US Secretary
of State Anthony Blinken. In their letter, they
expressed "deep concern" about human rights
violations allegations in Pakistan following the removal
of former Prime Minister Imran Khan from office
through a no-confidence motion in the National
Assembly.

The letter called for a comprehensive review of the
Leahy Act and Section 502B of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, both of which pertain to US assistance to
Pakistan. The Leahy law prohibits the US government
from providing funds for assistance to foreign security
forces if there is credible information implicating that
unit in gross violations of human rights. They also
requested that the US embassy in Islamabad send
observers to hearings and legal proceedings involving
human rights defenders and political dissidents.

The Philippines, United States eye island
facing Taiwan for next joint exercise

(Ib) An uninhabited island named Mavulis in the
northernmost Philippines is being considered as the
next location for the annual United States-Philippines
joint military exercise known as "Balikatan." The island
is strategically located 140 kilometers from southern
Taiwan. [The Defense Post]

This move could have strategic implications in the
event of a potential conflict between the US and China
in the Taiwan Strait, as the Philippines could serve as a
staging post for American intervention and resupply
missions.

The Philippines seeks funding from United
States foreign aid agency

(Im) The Philippines' government, under the leadership
of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., is seeking financial
support from the Millennium Challenge Corporation
(MCC), a bilateral United States foreign aid agency, to
combat corruption, enhance revenue generation, and
support infrastructure projects, among other areas.
[Manila Bulletin]

This move comes after a significant development - the
MCC's decision to resume engagement with the
Philippines following a seven-year hiatus. The halt in
aid was primarily due to human rights concerns during
the previous administration.
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The MCC, established by the US Congress in 2004,
focuses on investing in countries with strong
governance by offering time-limited grants designed to
promote economic growth, reduce poverty, and
strengthen institutions.

China says Philippine vessel ‘illegally’
landed on disputed Spratly Islands atoll

(Ib) China has accused a small civilian vessel from the
Philippines of illegally landing on an atoll in the South
China Sea, an area that both countries claim. The
vessel reportedly landed on the Spratly Islands atoll for
supply purposes. The incident has not yet received an
official response from the Philippines. [Voice of
America]

Notably, against the larger backdrop of tensions
between China and Southeast Asian countries,
particularly the Philippines, China is increasing its use
of pinyin (the romanization of Mandarin script) when
referring to disputed islands and reefs in the South
China Sea in English. China has replaced "Nansha
Islands" with "Nansha Qundao" when referring to the
Spratly Islands, and "Renai Reef" with "Renai Jiao"
when referring to Second Thomas Shoal. [South China
Morning Post]

Philippine congressman urges
consideration of Indonesia's anti-
submarine aircraft offer

(Ib) A Philippine congressman, Surigao del Sur Rep.
Johnny T. Pimentel, has suggested the country should
consider Indonesia's offer to sell anti-submarine
aircraft amid rising tensions with China. The
congressman believes that the Philippine Navy could
use such aircraft to defend against potential
submarine attacks and build its naval warfare
capabilities to secure its national territory. He also
highlighted the vulnerability of the Philippines to sea
incursions as an archipelagic state. [Business World]

Indonesian President Joko Widodo extended the offer
during a recent meeting with Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., where defense and border patrol
matters were discussed. Details regarding the specific
aircraft being offered and Marcos's response to the
proposal remain undisclosed.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-try/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-try/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-trj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-trj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-trt/

The Philippines, Sweden discuss South
China Sea, defense cooperation

(Ib) The Philippines’ Defense Undersecretary Irineo
Espino held a meeting with the Swedish State
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Jan Knutsson, to discuss
various security concerns, including tensions in the
South China Sea, climate change, the Ukraine war, and
cross-strait tensions.

Discussions included the implementation of a
memorandum of understanding on defense materiel
acquisition and updates on the Philippines' Armed
Forces Modernization Program. Knutsson presented
Sweden's cost-effective military materials and
equipment, while Espino expressed the Philippines'
openness to cooperate in technology transfer and
research and development. [Philstar] [Philippine News
Agency]

Singapore, France top courts convene
inaugural Judicial Roundtable

(Ib) The Supreme Court of Singapore and the Court of
Cassation of France held the inaugural Singapore-
France Judicial Roundtable on January 31. Co-chaired
by Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon of Singapore and
First President Christophe Soulard of the Court of
Cassation of France, the roundtable focused on the
intersection of technology and justice systems. [PR
Newswire]

The discussions included presentations on the
incorporation of technology into court procedures,
processes, and legal issues arising from advances in
artificial intelligence (Al). The event, conceived during a
bilateral meeting in May 2023, marked a milestone in
the collaboration between the two judiciaries,
following the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding for judicial cooperation.

Singapore’s Prime Minister, New Zealand
counterpart hold phone call

(Ib) On January 31, Singaporean Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong and his New Zealand counterpart
Christopher Luxon held a phone call to strengthen
cooperation between their countries. They discussed
their close and longstanding relationship, economic
ties, supply chain resilience, and the green economy.
[The Straits Times]
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South Korea, US discuss economic
cooperation

(oy) On January 31, South Korea and the US held their
annual Senior Economic Dialogue between Second Vice
Foreign Minister Kang In-sun and Under Secretary of
State for Economic Growth, Energy and the
Environment Jose Fernandez. Both sides discussed
ways to deepen cooperation on issues related to major
minerals, carbon-free resources, energy and the
environment.

During the meeting, Kang expressed South Korea's
concern over US's new Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) on
promoting green technologies, highlighting that it is
difficult to significantly reduce raw materials imported
from China. The IRA specifies that from 2025 onwards,
tax credits eligible electric vehicles (EVs) must not
contain any critical minerals that were extracted,
refined or recycled by a Foreign Entity of Concern
(FEOC), which includes China, Russia, North Korea and
Iran. The EVs battery parts should also not be
produced by an FEOC.

Additionally, Kang emphasized the role of South
Korean companies in creating jobs and strengthening
supply chains in the US and asked for Washington's
support in the form of tax credits and subsidies.

Both sides agreed to cooperate in diversifying supply
chains for critical minerals like graphite through the
Minerals Security Partnership (MSP). They also
discussed collaboration to address the digital divide
and climate change in the Indo-Pacific region. Kang
invited US to participate in Seoul's carbon-free energy
initiative and shared South Korea's efforts transitioning
towards clean energy.

Separately, Fernandez urged South Korea to allow
feedback on South Korea's proposed legislation to
increase oversight over market-dominant online
platform businesses to ensure fair competition. This
comes after the US Chamber of Commerce expressed
opposition to the rules, citing concerns that it would
affect US online platforms and that there was
insufficient engagement with US companies on the
legislation.

South Korea is a member of the US-led MSP, which
seeks to strengthen global supply chains and
encourage investment for critical minerals like lithium
and nickel. Additionally, South Korea is promoting
alternative energy sources like nuclear power and
green hydrogen to meet carbon neutrality goals, as



part of its Carbon-Free Energy initiative. [Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap 2][Yonhap 3][Yonhap 4][South Korea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs][US Department of State]

South Korea and US discuss cooperation
in space

(oy) On January 29, South Korea's First Vice Science
Minister Cho Seong-kyung met US Deputy
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Agency (NASA). Both officials discussed ways to
enhance cooperation in the field of space exploration,
such as incorporating South Korea's technologies in
projects like moon crawler and communications
network.

They also agreed to find areas for South Korea’s
cooperation in the US's Artemis moon exploration
program.

Their discussion comes amidst South Korea's plans to
inaugurate its space agency Korea AeroSpace
Administration. [Yonhap][South Korea Ministry of
Science and ICT]

US Army armored brigade arrives in South
Korea

(oy) The US Army 3rd Cavalry Regiment, an armored
brigade, arrived in South Korea last month for a nine-
month rotation. This is the 3rd Cavalry Regiment first
deployment to South Korea, and they will take over
from the current 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team of
the 4th Infantry Division.

The 3rd Cavalry Regiment operates the Stryker
armored vehicle and will train alongside the 2nd
Infantry Division/ROK-U.S. Combined Division. The
combined division was established in 2015 to enhance
joint operations between South Korea and US. [US
Army] [Yonhap]

South Korea foreign minister meets US
Ambassador

(oy) On January 30, South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul met US Ambassador to South Korea Philip
Goldberg.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tru/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tyk/

Cho and Goldberg expressed their concern over North
Korea's aggressive rhetoric and refusal to engage in
dialogue. They emphasized the need for China to play
a constructive role in resolving the North Korean issue
and highlighted the importance of strengthening
trilateral cooperation with Japan.

Furthermore, Cho and Goldberg agreed to take a firm
stance against the recent military cooperation between
North Korea and Russia, which they said threatens
regional and global peace and stability. [Yonhap]

Russian deputy foreign minister visits
South Korea

(oy) On February 2, Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Andrey Rudenko met South Korea's Deputy Foreign
Minister Chung Byung-won, to discuss regional
security, the Ukraine war, and bilateral ties. Rudensko
also met First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun and
South Korea's top nuclear envoy, Kim Gunn.

Chun expressed a stern stance on Russia’s increasing
military cooperation with North Korea and urged
Russia to act responsibly. He also called on Russia to
cooperate in preventing any infringement on the rights
of South Korean firms and citizens in Russia.

Meanwhile Kim urged Russia to strictly adhere to
United Nations Security Council resolutions, including
immediately ending its military ties with North Korea,
which pose a threat to the security of both the Korean
Peninsula and Europe.

Rudenko’s trip comes amid a recent spat between
South Korea and Russia over President Yoon Suk Yeol's
remarks on North Korea. Earlier on January 31, Yoon
had criticized North Korea for ignoring international
law and UN Security Council resolutions by trading
weapons with Russia, in a bid to maintain its hereditary
totalitarian regime.

In response, the Russian foreign ministry labeled
Yoon's comments as “blatantly biased”. She attributed
the rising tensions on the Korean peninsula to the
policies of the US and its allies, including South Korea
and Japan.

South Korea has rebuked Zakharova's comments and
summoned the Russian ambassador, Georgy Zinoviev,
to express their protest over the situation. [Reuters]
[South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1] [South
Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2][South Korea
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3] [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]
[Yonhap_3][Yonhap 4]

Indonesia remains committed to South
Korean fighter jet despite probe

(oy) On February 4, Dedy Laksmono, Director of
Technology and Defense at Indonesia's Ministry of
Defense, reaffirmed Indonesia’s commitment to the
KF-21 fighter jet project. The project, which aims to
produce a supersonic fighter to replace South Korea's
ageing jets, has faced setbacks due to Indonesia’s
delayed payments and alleged technology theft by two
Indonesian engineers.

Indonesia agreed to fund 20 percent of the KF-21
development project. Between 2016 to 2019, Indonesia
paid KRW 227.2 billion (USD 171 million). From 2020 to
2022, Indonesia defaulted on its payments before
resuming after negotiations.

As of October 2023, it is estimated that Indonesia still
has an outstanding payment of KRW 1 trillion (USD 749
million). In response, Laksmono claimed that
Indonesia’s defaulted due to political dynamics in
South Korea and limitations in Indonesian budget. He
added that the government has prepared IDR 1.25
trillion (USD 79.6 million) in 2024 to cover unpaid costs.

Separately, two Indonesian engineers working on the
KF-21 development project were being investigated for
allegedly stealing related technology. The investigation
is examining whether the data stored on a USB by the
engineers contains strategic technologies related to
the KF-21 program. Currently, the engineers are not
allowed to leave South Korea. [Kompas][Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap 2][Janes 1][Jane 2]

South Korea protests Japan'’s claims to
Dokdo

(oy) South Korea has strongly protested Japan's
repeated claims to the Dokdo islets, which are called
Takeshima in Japan. Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa made the longstanding claim in an annual
parliamentary speech outlining Japan's foreign policy
objectives.

South Korea's foreign ministry emphasized that these
claims are historically, geographically, and legally
unfounded, and do not affect South Korea's
sovereignty over the islets. It urged Japan to withdraw
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the statement and warned that such claims are not
conducive to future bilateral relations.

Additionally, in response to Japan's attempt to register
a former gold mine (the Sado mine) as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, the South Korean foreign ministry
called for the inclusion of the entire history of the site,
particularly the forced labor of Koreans during World
War Il when South Korea was a Japanese colony. The
ministry stressed the importance of acknowledging
this painful history in the discussion of the mine's
registration. [South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
[The Korea Herald]

South Korea and EU discuss economic and
financial cooperation

(oy) On February 1, South Korea and the European
Union (EU) held the 11th round of South Korea-EU
Macroeconomic Dialogue.

Both sides discussed how to enhance cooperation on
economic security issues, such as supply chains. South
Korea requested the EU to consider measures that
could alleviate the impact of European policies on
South Korean businesses.

These policies include those related to electric vehicles
and carbon tax. Additionally, they have exchanged
views on the global macroeconomic situation and their
respective financial policy measures. [Yonhap]

Sri Lanka, Thailand sign free trade deal

(Im) Thailand and Sri Lanka have signed a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) covering various aspects such as
trade in goods, investment, customs procedure, and
intellectual property rights. The move aims to enhance
market opportunities and promote bilateral trade and
investment. [Al Jazeera]

Bilateral trade between the two countries was worth
approximately USD 460 million in 2021, with Sri Lanka
mainly exporting tea and precious stones to Thailand
and importing electronic equipment, food, rubber,
plastics, and pharmaceuticals.

Pentagon signs deals to enhance Taiwan'’s
fighter jet capabilities
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(xc) The United States Department of Defense has
finalized a contract worth USD 68.4 million with an
American aerospace firm to produce 50 advanced air-
to-ground missiles, aimed at bolstering the long-range
strike capabilities of Taiwan's F-16V fighter jets.

This arms sale, part of a package approved in June
2017, is set to be fulfilled over the next four years, with
most manufacturing processes taking place in Tucson,
Arizona, by Raytheon Missiles & Defense, a division of
RTX Corp.

The AGM-154 Joint Standoff Weapon (JSOW) missiles,
known for their precision strike ability, can be
equipped with various lethal payloads and are
compatible with several U.S.-made fighter jets,
including Taiwan's upgraded F-16 fleet. With a standoff
range allowing launches from beyond enemy defenses,
these missiles significantly enhance the operational
capabilities of Taiwan's air force. [Focus Taiwan]

This move comes as Taiwan completes the upgrade of
its 141 F-16A/B jets to the more advanced F-16V
variant, equipped with cutting-edge avionics like the
APG-83 Scalable Agile Beam Radar and helmet-
mounted cueing systems.

Furthermore, Taiwan has started receiving 66 new F-
16Vs as part of its ongoing efforts to modernize its air
defense capabilities in response to the evolving
security landscape in the region.

Tawain-US: House of Representatives
moves to eliminate double taxation in
new bill

(xc) The U.S. House of Representatives has passed the
Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act,
which includes provisions aimed at eliminating double
taxation for businesses and individuals operating in
both the United States and Taiwan.

This legislative step is set to foster a more competitive
environment against China by reducing the
withholding tax rate on certain U.S. income sources for
qualified Taiwanese residents from 30 percent to 10
percent, covering interest, dividends, royalties, and
dividend equivalent amounts.

Pending Senate approval and President Joe Biden's
signature, the act's full implementation awaits
corresponding legislative action from Taiwan to offer
similar tax benefits to Americans with taxable income
in Taiwan.
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This move has been a priority for Taiwan, with
President Tsai Ing-wen advocating for such an
agreement to enhance Taiwan-US economic relations.
[Taiwannews]

Taiwan monitors increased Chinese
military presence

(xc/jr) The Ministry of National Defense (MND) in
Taiwan reported tracking Chinese military activity near
its airspace and waters, with eight People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) aircraft and five naval ships detected
around the island from Feb. 1 to Feb. 2.

Notably, two PLA aircraft breached the median line of
the Taiwan Strait in the northeast sector, while another
entered the southwest corner of Taiwan's air defense
identification zone (ADIZ).

In response to these incursions, Taiwan deployed its
own aircraft and naval vessels, alongside air defense
missile systems, to closely monitor the PLA's
movements. [Taiwan News 1]

In earlier development, seven Chinese military aircraft
and four naval vessels were spotted around Taiwan
between 6 a.m. on January 30 and 6 a.m. on January
31. To monitor their movements and actions, Taiwan
sent ships and air forces to the area. Meanwhile, one
Chinese balloon was tracked crossing the median line
on January 30.

Taiwan had been tracking 136 naval ships and 298
military aircraft in January. [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan’s condemns China’s change of
flights to Taiwan

(jr) Taiwan's foreign ministry has condemned the
Chinese government'’s February 1 unilateral
adjustment of flight routes to flightpaths M503
southbound and W122 and W123 eastbound. [Global
Times]

Without holding prior consultations, the Civil Aviation
Administration of China made the decision on January
30, revoking a 2015 cross-strait agreement.

The ministry further underscored that China's actions
would seriously jeopardize aviation safety, peace, and
stability in the region, warning that the move would
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undermine mutual trust and the Taiwan Strait status
quo. [Taiwan Today]

Taiwan, Eswatini sign joint declaration to
reaffirm relations

(jr) On February 1, Taiwan and the Kingdom of Eswatini
signed a joint declaration that reaffirms the diplomatic
relationship between the allies.

Taiwanese Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu and
his counterpart Pholile Shakantu signed the statement
in question. [Taiwan Today]

Cambodia, Thailand talks to focus on
trade, tourism, Gulf dispute

(bk/Im) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet is set to
visit Thailand on February 7 for official discussions with
Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. While the primary
focus of the talks will be economic cooperation, they
may also address overlapping territorial claims in the
Gulf of Thailand and a longstanding dispute over an
ancient Hindu temple on the border.

Preah Vihear

The dispute over Preah Vihear revolves around
ownership and control of an ancient Hindu temple on
the Thai-Cambodian border, with both countries
claiming the temple and the surrounding territory.
Recently, lawmakers from Thailand's northeastern
border province of Si Sa Ket have once more urged
Prime Minister Srettha to address the issue of access
to the disputed temple complex, which has restricted
since 2008 due to military escalations [see AiR No. 4,
January/2024, 4]

Gulf dispute

Furthermore, the two leaders might also discuss
overlapping territorial claims in the Gulf of Thailand,
which could potentially hold significant natural gas
reserves, oil, and condensate. Some observers suggest
that the two prime ministers may consider sharing
resources through a joint authority for exploration and
exploitation, similar to the agreement between
Thailand and Malaysia in 1979.

However, Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha encounters
opposition from conservative lawmakers opposing
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negotiations for joint development of energy resources
until the territorial dispute is settled. [Thai PBS World]

Arrest of activists

In related developments, three Cambodian activists
associated with the opposition Candlelight Party were
arrested in Thailand, raising concerns about
Cambodia's influence across borders. The three
individuals had fled to Thailand to seek asylum and
had been granted refugee status. They had planned a
protest rally during Prime Minister Hun Manet's
scheduled visit to Thailand. [Radio Free Asia]

Thai, United States navies to conduct
‘limited’ salvage mission of HTMS
Sukhothai

(msz) During the upcoming Cobra Gold military
exercise, the Thai and United States navies plan to
carry out a "limited" salvage mission of the HTMS
Sukhothai, a US-built vessel that sank in 2022. This
mission, scheduled from February 19 to March 4, aims
to locate five missing crew members, collect
underwater evidence for further investigation,
permanently disable US armaments on the ship, and
salvage equipment and armaments. [The Nation
Thailand]

This development comes after the Royal Thai Navy
canceled a tender awarded to a local company
planning to use Chinese equipment to salvage the
HTMS Sukhothai after discovering that the winning
bidder could not perform the operation independently
of outside support. [AIR No. 5, January/2024, 5]

Vietnam overtakes China as largest
exporter of goods made with Uyghur
forced labor

(wn) In 2023, Vietnam became the top exporter to the
United States of products covered by the Uyghur
Forced Labor Prevention Act, surpassing China for the
first time since the law's enactment in 2021. The
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act prohibits the
import of products made using Uyghur forced labor, in
response to human rights abuses against Uyghurs and
other Muslim minority groups in China's Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region. [Voice of Americal]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tid/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eltlity-l-tiu/

According to U.S. Customs and Border Protection data,
Vietnam exported the highest value of products that
were denied entry to the U.S. under this law, followed
by Malaysia. In 2023, Vietnam led in the apparel,
footwear, and textiles sector with a shipment value of
USD 19.14 million, of which USD 10.22 million was
denied entry. China followed with USD 17.70 million in
shipments, of which USD 1.29 million was denied.

Against this backdrop, human rights organizations
have raised concerns about an increased diversion of
goods made with forced labor in Xinjiang to Vietnam
for re-shipment to the US and urged Washington to
address them.

Vietnam wins bid to export 300,000 tons
of rice to Indonesia

(wn) Seven Vietnamese companies secured a contract
to export 300,000 tons of rice to Indonesia last month,
more than half of the quantity Indonesia intended to
import in that period. Indonesia announced its plans to
import 500,000 tons of rice in January to boost its food
reserves. [VNExpress]

In 2019, the country imported over one million tons of
rice from Vietnam, making it the second-largest
importer of Vietnamese rice. Vietnam exported eight
million tons of rice in 2023 and ranked third globally
after India and Thailand.

Thousands of Viethamese line up for job
opportunities in South Korea

(wn) Approximately 10,000 individuals from Vietnam's
Nghe An and Ha Tinh provinces have lined up to apply
for work opportunities in South Korea through the
Employment Permit System (EPS). The registration
deadline was on January 30, and there has been a
substantial response. [VN Express]

The EPS examination is scheduled for April this year,
with more than 15,400 workers expected to be
selected for various sectors. Applicants must pass two
rounds of tests with no guaranteed selection. Tens of
thousands of workers from these provinces are
already in South Korea, with some working illegally.

In terms of trade, Vietnam held the position of South
Korea's third-largest trading partner for two
consecutive years, with the total trade reaching USD
79.43 billion in 2023. China and the United States were
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the top two partners. In 2022, Vietnam surpassed
Japan to become South Korea's third-largest trading
partner. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam retains top spot as Argentina's
key agricultural import destination

(wn) In 2023, Vietnam became the largest importer of
agricultural products from Argentina for the second
consecutive year, surpassing China in terms of volume.
Vietnam imported 5.3 million tons of corn and soybean
powder for animal feed, worth USD 2 billion.

Argentina's grain exports decreased significantly due
to drought, but approximately 50 percent of its grain
and processed grain products are sold to Asian
countries. Argentina expects an increase in grain
production for the 2023-2024 crop due to favorable
climate conditions and abundant rainfall. [Vietnam
Plus]

Vietnam, Russia agree to strengthen
tourism cooperation

(wn) An online conference was held by the Vietnam
Trade Office in the Far East to boost tourism
cooperation with Russia. More than 30 delegates from
Russian cities and Vietnamese provinces participated,
aiming to increase two-way tourism exchanges and
enhance cultural and economic ties. The decline in
Russian tourists to Vietnam in recent years was
attributed to the lack of direct flights, but participants
hope for improved travel convenience in 2024.
[Vietnam Plus]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

7 February 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Asia in Review event series on elections in
2024

Online panel discussion "Decoding
Pakistan’s Pre-Election Landscape"

This webinar will offer insight into the February 8
general elections and explore the complex political
landscape and evolving geopolitical dynamics in
Pakistan amid which the poll will be held.

For more event details and registration, see [CPG].

12 February 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Asia in Review event series on elections in
2024

Online panel discussion "Previewing the
Indonesian Presidential Election 2024:
Candidates, Campaigns and Dynamics"

This webinar will discuss the impact of the presidential
election in Indonesia on the country’s domestic politics
and international foreign policy and relations.

For more event details and registration, see [CPG].

7 February 2024 @ 2:45-3:45 p.m. (GMT-5), Brookings
Institution, USA

Two years into the Russia-Ukraine war: A
conversation with Norwegian Foreign
Minister Espen Barth Eide

This live streamed conversation with Norwegian
Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide will address crucial
issues impacting the future trajectory of the Russian
war in Ukraine. Among those are: Will the United
States and its European allies continue to support Kyiv
at a level that enables progress on the battlefield or at
least avoids further loss of territory to Russia? How will
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upcoming elections in the United States, Europe, and
Russia impact the war? With Washington paying high
attention to conflict in the Middle East, how will the
Biden administration and Congress prioritize these
competing challenges?

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

7 February 2024 @ 10:00-10:45 a.m. (GMT-5),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Political Violence in America: A
Conversation with Mary B. McCord

This online talk will address the 2024 US presidential
election cycle as a source of political violence as well as
target of external influence.

Visit [Carnegie Endowment for International Peace] for
details of the event.

7 February 2024 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Unifying Transatlantic Perspectives
Amidst Divisive Challenges: A
Conversation with Bulgaria’s Prime
Minister

In this webcast Bulgarian Prime Minister Nikolai
Denkov will introduce to his country’s support to
Ukraine, the contentious threat landscape in the Black
Sea region, and Bulgaria-U.S. relations.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

7 February 2024 @ 2:30-3:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Brookings
Institution, USA

Assessing the impact of generative Al and
other online threats in a historic election
year

This virtual panel discussion will assess the effects of
generative Al and other novel online threats to global
elections in 2024. It will also make recommendations
for tech companies and policymakers to address these
challenges.
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Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

7 February 2024 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

Indonesia’s elections: new president, new
parliament, same old politics?

This webinar will explore crucial issues of the
upcoming elections in Indonesia on February 14,
including the contours of the presidential campaign,
the possible outcomes, and the implications for
Indonesia’s politics, economic development, and its
place in the world.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

8 February 2024 @ 2:00-2:45 p.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Outlook for 2024 Global and Japanese
Energy

This live-streamed talk will offer insight into the
emerging global energy landscape with increasing
geopolitical tensions, political divides growing price
volatility, and market uncertainty, as highlighted in the
Outlook 2024 of the Institute of Energy Economics,
Japan (IEE)).

For more information, visit [CSIS].

8 February 2024 @ 9:30-10:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

What is Next for Taiwan?

This webcast will discuss the significance of the January
13 Taiwanese presidential election and what that
means for South Korea, the Indo-Pacific and the United

States.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

8 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Understanding Thailand's Constitutional
Reform: Process, Politics, and Implications

This webinar will address the concerns over the
commitment of the alliance between the Pheu Thai
Party and the conservative establishment to real
challenge as pursuing genuine reform and
safeguarding conservative interest are facing each
other in Thailand.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

8 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Wilson
Center, USA

Africa Year in Review: A Look at US-Africa
Relations in 2024

On the occasion of the release of its “Africa: Year in
Review” publication, the Wilson Center will host this
webcast to discuss the most impactful developments
across the African continent, in US-Africa relations, and
on Africa’s role and future in the global arena over the
past year.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

8 February 2024 @ 12:30-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Bruegel,
Belgium

Exploring economic dynamics:
conversation with Pierre Wunsch

This livestreamed in-person event will feature a
discussion with Pierre Wunsch, the Governor of the
National Bank of Belgium, about balancing monetary
and fiscal policy in the European Union in the face of
the current situation in the labor market. The
discussion will also address aspects tied to climate
change policies, the future of energy-intensive firms
and international policy coordination (US vs. EU).

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel].

8 February 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Building US nuclear energy independence:
The Russia connection
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This online event will address questions related to the
continued reliance of Western countries on nuclear
fuel produced by Russian state-owned nuclear energy
conglomerate Rosatom. Among those questions are:
Why have Ukraine’s Western allies not yet fully
sanctioned Rosatom? Would sanctions on Rosatom be
effective at curbing Russia’s global influence? How can
the United States reduce its dependence on Russian
nuclear fuel?

Find more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

8 February 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

CPTPP and the economic order in the
Indo-Pacific

The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) has emerged as a
major trade initiative in the Indo-Pacific. This webinar
will discuss the roles Japan and the UK, which is set to
become the trade bloc's newest member, play within
the CPTPP.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

12 February 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

Is the Belt and Road Initiative Reshaping
the Global Order?

This online talk will feature the soon-to-be-released
book “The Belt and Road City: Geopolitics,
Urbanization, and China's Search for a New
International Order,” that focuses on the question of
how the BRI strengthens China’s economy and is
altering the global order in its favor.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

12 February 2024 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Hudson
Institute, USA

Changing Russia’s Calculus and Laying the
Groundwork for Ukrainian Victory
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This online event will discuss the Estonian defense
ministry strategy for Ukraine’s victory over Russia by
the end of 2026 which was recently published under
the title “26, Setting Transatlantic Defence up for
Success: A Military Strategy for Ukraine's Victory and
Russia’s Defeat.”

Learn more about the event at [Hudson Institute].

12 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Stimson Center, USA

Understanding Pakistan’s Post-Election
Environment

This online seminar will analyze Pakistan’s post-
election environment in the aftermath of the February
8 general elections.

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

12 February 2024 @ 2:30-3:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
Brookings Institution, USA

Is the US-China relationship America’s
most consequential bilateral relationship?

The U.S.-China relationship has been referred to a as
the world’s most consequential bilateral relationship.
This virtual panel discussion will assess the impact of
this framing on the way how the United States and
China relate to each other. It will also assess the
farming's influence on the US's relationships with its
allies and partners?

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

12 February 2024 @ 10:30-11:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Asia
Society (New York), USA

Deciphering Pakistan’s Future: A Post-
Election Analysis

The virtual panel discussion will provide an in-depth
analysis of the outcomes of the February 8 elections in
Pakistan to suggest their potential impact on the
country’s domestic and foreign policies.

For further event details, see [Asia Society].
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13 February 2024 @ 1:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Wilson
Center, USA

Hostage Diplomacy as an International
Security Threat: Strengthening our
Collective Action, Deterrence and
Response

This webinar will address crucial issues of hostage
diplomacy understood as arbitrary detention used as a
means of diplomatic leverage that exposes all persons
who travel, work, and live abroad to risk and
undermines the basic principles of international
relations.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

13 February 2024 @ 7:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

The risks of simultaneous conflicts in the
Indo-Pacific

This online panel will explore the risks of simultaneous
conflicts in the Indo-Pacific amid an increase and
diversification of military threats from China and North
Korea that raise the risk of simultaneous conflicts in
the Indo-Pacific. In particular, the sensitive flashpoints
of the Korean Peninsula and the Taiwan Strait will be
addressed in the discussion.

Find more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

13 February 2024 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Asia
Society (Seattle), USA

Asia's Pathways to Climate Resilience

This online event features an in-depth discussion
about crucial issues of building climate resilience in
Asia. Questions to be addressed at this event include:
How can Asia position itself and assume an important
role in global efforts to combat climate change? What
are the region'’s top priorities and challenges, and what
opportunities exist for multilateral collaboration
among Asian nations?

For further event details, see [Asia Society].
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Recent book releases

Lok Raj Baral, Nepal: From Monarchy to Republic,
Rupa Publications India, 256 pages, published October
9, 2023. Areview is available at [Firstpost].

Alex Rowell, We Are Your Soldiers: How Gamal Abdel
Nasser Remade the Arab World, W. W. Norton &
Company, 416 pages, published November 14, 2023.
Follow [Financial Times] to read a review of the book.

Vijay Gokhale, Crosswinds: Nehru, Zhou and the
Anglo-American Competition over China, Vintage
Books, 256 pages, published January 22, 2024. The
book is reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].

Arwen P. Mohun, American Imperialist: Cruelty and
Consequence in the Scramble for Africa, published
November 16, 2023, reviewed in [The Washington
Independent Review of Books].

Stephanie Joy Mawson, Incomplete Conquests: The

Limits of Spanish Empire in the Seventeenth-Century
Philippines, Southeast Asia Program Publications, 294
pages, published July 15, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Michael Muthukrishna, A Theory of Everyone: Who
We Are, How We Got Here, and Where We're Going,
Basic Books, 448 pages, published September 28,
2023. A review can be found at [LSE].

Matt Simon, A Poison Like No Other: How
Microplastics Corrupted Our Planet and Our Bodies,
Island Press, 252 pages, published October 27, 2022,
reviewed in [The Washington Independent Review of
Books].

Calls

The International Society of Public Law invites paper
proposal for its 10th Annual Conference on “The
Future of Public Law: Resilience, Sustainability, and
Artificial Intelligence,” scheduled for July 8-10, in
Madrid. The deadline for abstract submission is
February 11, 2024. For more information, see [icon-
scoiety].

The National Changhua University of Education,
Taiwan, invites paper proposals for its Twenty-First
International Conference on Technology, Knowledge,
and Society on “Learning from Artificial Intelligence:
Pedagogical Futures and Transformative
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Possibilities,” to be held on April 25-26, 2025, in
Changhua City, Taiwan. The advance abstract
submission deadline is June 25, 2024, the late abstract
submission deadline is March 25, 2025. For more
information, see [techandsoc.com].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,
or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.
Applications are accepted until open until filled. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Specialist - Policy and Knowledge
Team to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications
are accepted until February 16, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Analyst, Ending
Violence against Women to be based in Bangkok,
Thailand. Applications are accepted until February 18,
2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Technical Specialist Nexus and
Development Solutions to be based in Wau, South
Sudan. Applications are accepted until February 16,
2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Procurement Assistant to be based
in Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications are accepted until
February 17, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in
Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are accepted until
February 16, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Policy Officer to be based in Syria.
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Applications are accepted until February 18, 2024.
More information is provided at [WFP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT
Business Support Assistant to be based in Burundi.
Applications are accepted until February 16, 2024.
More information is provided at [WFP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Cash-
based Transfers - CBT to be based in Senegal.
Applications are accepted until February 16, 2024.
More information is provided at [WFP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Stagiaire
Nutrition to be based in Senegal. Applications are
accepted until February 16, 2024. More information is
provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT
Solutions Associate_ DAS Operations Lead to be
based in Burundi. Applications are accepted until
February 16, 2024. More information is provided at
[WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Knowledge Management Specialist to be based in
Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until
February 17, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Statistics & Monitoring Specialist to be based in
Florence, Italy, and United States. Applications are
accepted until February 19, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Climate, Environment and DRR Specialist to be
based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are
accepted until February 17, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Consultancy: Fundraising consultant to be based
in Stockholm, Sweden. Applications are accepted until
February 16, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Environmental Education and Green Skills
Development Consultant to be based in Brasilia,
Brazil. Applications are accepted until February 19,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].
The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Officer, to be based in Copenhagen,
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Denmark. Applications are accepted until February 23,
2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
National Consultant to be based in Vientiane, Laos.
Applications are accepted until February 19, 2023.
More information is provided at [WHO].
The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Health Sector Coordinator to be based in Beirut,
Lebanon. Applications are accepted until February 25,
2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Partnership and External Relations Specialist to be
based in Beirut, Lebanon. Applications are accepted
until February 25, 2024. More information is provided
at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant to be based in Cairo, Egypt and Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until February 18, 2024.
More information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Sanctions Expert to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until October 22,
2024. More information is provided at [UN].
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Caseworker, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until March 25, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Employment Specialist to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until April 2, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Rohingya Interpreter to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until April 1, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Crisis Case Manager to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until April 1, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Anti-Trafficking Caseworker, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until March 30, 2024.
More information is provided at [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Knowledge Management and Learning Specialist
to be based in Cotabato, Philippines. Applications are
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accepted until February 16, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Assistant FAO Representative to be based in
Khartoum, Sudan. Applications are accepted until
February 23, 2024. More information is provided at
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Professional Officer, to be based in Haiti.
Applications are accepted until February 16, 2024.
More information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Junior International Refugee Response
Programme Specialist to be based in Kampala,
Uganda. Applications are accepted until February 16,
2024. More information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Coordinator to be based in Ankara, Turkey.
Applications are accepted until February 23, 2024.
More information is provided at [FAO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Regional Emergency and Post-Crisis
Associate to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications
are accepted until February 18, 2024. More
information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Senior Project Assistant, to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until February 13, 2024.
More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Project Coordinator to be based in Warsaw,
Poland. Applications are accepted until February 15,
2024. More information is provided at [|OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks an Operations Assistant to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until February 13, 2024.
More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Head of Program, to be based in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. Applications are accepted until February
14, 2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Library Assistant, to
be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted
until February 14, 2024. More information is provided
at [CTBTO]
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The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate
Seismoacoustic Operations Officer, to be based in
Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted until
February 19, 2024. More information is provided at
[CTBTO].
The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Finance and
Accounting Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate Budget
and Planning IT Officer, to be based in Vienna,
Austria. Applications are accepted until March 10,
2024. More information is provided at [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Executive Assistant - Senior
Associate to be based in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Applications are accepted until February 18, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Procurement Senior Associate to
be based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted
until February 18, 2024. More information is provided
at [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Logistics Senior Officer to be based
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted
until February 19, 2024. More information is provided
at [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a National Programme Officer to be
based in Juba, South Sudan. Applications are accepted
until February 18, 2024. More information is provided
at [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Senior Project Manager Linear
Infrastructure to be based in Guatemala City,
Guatemala. Applications are accepted until February
18, 2024. More information is provided at [UNOPS].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks an
Office Assistant to be based in Kampala, Uganda.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Security Coordinator, to be based in Dhaka,
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Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until not
specified. More information is provided at [FHI 360]

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Clinical Data Project Manager Il to be based in South
Africa and Remote Work. Applications are accepted
until not specified. More information is provided at
[FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks an
Administrative Assistant to be based in Tanzania.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Protection Team Leader - Mekelle to be based in
Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until not specified.
More information is provided at [FHI 360].

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Aida Pachedji (ap), Bintang
Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fateen Farhan (ff), Felicitas Diecke
(fd), Jason Wang (jw), Jonathan Riley (jr), Joseph Black (jb),
Kishwer Baqar (kb), Lawrence Brenner (Ib), Lucas Meier
(Im), Morten Strantzen (ms), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz),
Minty Gow (mg), Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm), Saranya Setthi,
Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Teerada Thammapoonphol (tt),
Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo
Naing (wn), Xiangyi Chen (xc), Yudo Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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