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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Brunei's and
Kuwait's National Day and Estonia’s and Saint Lucia's
Independence Day this week.

With best wishes,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Draft regulation for after-school
tutoring industry unveiled

(ms) China's Ministry of Education has taken a
significant step forward by unveiling the first national
regulatory framework for the world’s largest after-
school tutoring industry.

The draft, consisting of 20 articles, is now open for
public comment until March 8, signaling a pivotal
moment in the ongoing efforts to reform China's
education system. This move follows a comprehensive
crackdown on the private tutoring sector initiated in
mid-2021 (see AiR No. 20, May/2021, 3), reflecting the
government's commitment to reshaping the landscape
of education.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-j/

The primary objective of these new regulations is to
safeguard students' rights and alleviate their
homework burdens, marking a shift from an exam-
oriented to a learning-oriented education system.
Under the proposed framework, the Ministry will
intensify its supervision of after-school tutoring
institutions, cracking down on illegal training activities
and imposing penalties on offenders. Additionally, off-
campus competition programs for elementary and
middle school students will be regulated, with all
competitions set to be canceled.

This regulatory overhaul is being spearheaded by
Chinese President Xi Jinping, who has emphasized the
importance of addressing concerns about children's
physical and mental health due to excessive
extracurricular classes.

The release of these draft regulations comes at a time
of significant transformation in China's education
sector. Over the years, the country has witnessed
emerging trends such as increased technology
integration, a growing emphasis on STEM education,
and the rise of international schools. [BNN] [China
Briefing] [Nikkei Asia]

China: Record mortgage rate cut to
address property market challenges

(ms) China's central bank, the People's Bank of China,
recently announced a substantial reduction in the
benchmark five-year loan prime rate (LPR) in an effort
to provide support to the country's struggling property
sector. The rate was lowered from 4.2 percent to 3.95
percent, marking the largest cut since its introduction
in 2019 and exceeding analysts' expectations.

This decision reflects policymakers' concerns regarding
the persistent weakness in the housing market, which
has been a drag on economic growth. Despite previous
measures aimed at stimulating demand, such as
easing home purchase restrictions and reducing loan
costs, the sector continues to face challenges.

While the rate cut is intended to stimulate demand and
improve affordability for homebuyers by lowering
mortgage rates, experts caution that existing
homeowners may not see immediate relief, as
mortgage rates are typically repriced annually.

Analysts view this move as part of a targeted strategy
to support the property market without resorting to
broader stimulus measures in the wake of efforts to
not further increase the huge debt burden. However,
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concerns remain about its potential impact on banks'
profitability and financial stability.

This rate adjustment comes amidst broader efforts to
bolster the property sector, including increased
lending to real estate developers and liquidity
injections. Despite initial market reactions, broader
investor confidence remains cautious, with
uncertainties persisting about the effectiveness of
these measures in addressing underlying structural
issues.

Looking ahead, analysts anticipate further monetary
easing measures, including potential cuts to the one-
year LPR and adjustments to banking sector reserve
requirements. However, the effectiveness of these
actions in revitalizing the property market and
ensuring long-term stability remains uncertain.

As China navigates these challenges, the trajectory of
its property market and its broader economic outlook
will continue to be closely monitored both domestically
and internationally. [Asia Financial] [CNBC] [Financial
Times] [Reuters]

China: Foreign direct investments hit
lowest level in 30 years

(ms) Data from the State Administration of Foreign
Exchange (SAFE) revealed, on February 18, a significant
decline in foreign direct investment (FDI) in China,
reaching its lowest level in over three decades. The
figures indicate a noteworthy drop from the previous
year, reflecting challenges faced by the Chinese
economy amidst ongoing economic and escalating
geopolitical tensions.

In 2023, China attracted approximately USD 33 billion
in FDI, representing an 82 percent decrease from the
previous year and marking the lowest annual inflow
since 1993. This decline follows a trend observed in
2022, indicating a consecutive annual decrease in
foreign investment in the country.

Economic analysts attribute this downturn to multiple
factors, including China's sluggish recovery from the
pandemic, weakening domestic demand, and concerns
over a looming property crisis. Additionally,
geopolitical uncertainties and regulatory crackdowns
on foreign consultancies have contributed to investor
hesitancy.

Beijing's implementation of stringent anti-espionage
laws (see more AR No. 18, May/2023, 1), coupled with
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heightened scrutiny on foreign firms, has led to
increased regulatory pressures and diminished
business sentiment. Furthermore, strained relations
with Western nations, particularly the United States,
have exacerbated tensions and deterred foreign
businesses from expanding their operations in China.

The semiconductor industry, a critical sector for
technological advancement, has witnessed a notable
decline in foreign investment amid efforts by the US to
restrict China's dominance in this field. Such trends
underscore broader geopolitical and technological
competition dynamics shaping investment decisions.

Despite these challenges, Chinese officials remain
optimistic about the country's economic outlook and
continue to court foreign investors. Premier Li Qiang's
recent statements at Davos World Economic Forum
emphasized the resilience of China’s economy and the
attractivity of the Chinese market for investors (see AiR
No. 4, January/2024, 4). [Asia Financial] [Financial
Times] [Nikkei Asia]

China: Large German respond to fresh
allegations of forced labor in Xinjiang

(ms) On February 9, the German chemical giant
Badische Anilin- und Sodafabrik (BASF) announced its
decision to withdraw prematurely from two joint
ventures in the Xinjiang region, while at the same time
German carmaker Volkswagen (VW) expressed
concerns about the continuation of its cooperation
with its Chinese partners in the region. The decision
follows fresh allegations of human rights violations and
forced labor against the Uyghur minority by employees
of the local joint venture partner.

BASF

Reports surfaced recently in German media outlets,
including German public broadcaster ZDF and political
magazine Der Spiegel, detailing purported involvement
of staff from BASF's joint venture partner, Xinjiang
Markor Chemical Industry, in human rights violations
against the Uyghur community. These allegations have
prompted BASF to fast-track its divestment from the
ventures, emphasizing activities inconsistent with the
company's values.

While BASF maintains that audits conducted thus far
have not unearthed evidence implicating its joint
venture employees in rights violations, recent media
revelations have raised serious concerns. The reports
suggest that the staff of its Chinese partner Markor
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participated in intrusive home visits to Uyghur families,
for surveillance purposes. The information obtained
during these home visits was then allegedly passed on
to the Chinese authorities, which is said to have then
been used in the ongoing crackdown on members of
the Muslim minority.

The sudden withdrawal of BASF comes as a surprise, at
least in part, as the accusations against the Chinese
government and its treatment of the Muslim minority
in Xinjiang have been constantly intensifying in recent
years, what so far has not stopped BASF from
strengthening its presence in China in recent years and
working on the construction of a USD 10,8 billion
chemical complex in the southern province of
Guangdong. A project that is also not affected by the
current step and thereby undermines the alleged "red
line" which, according to BASF, was crossed with the
emerging evidence that led to the announced
withdrawal in Xinjiang. [BASF in German] [Financial
Times] [The Guardian]

vw

Another German company with a major presence in
the region, car giant VW, has also announced that it is
reconsidering its future in the north-western region of
Xinjiang. This was triggered by a report in the German
business magazine "Handelsblatt".

In a report published on February 14, which is based
on data from Xinjiang researcher Adrian Zenz, who has
already attracted attention in the past for his research
into China's treatment of the Uyghurs, claims that a
subsidiary of the joint venture of VW and Shanghai
Automotive Industry Corporation Motor Corporation
Limited (SAIC) is operating a huge test track for the
construction of which Zenz claims to have found
evidence for forced labor.

As a reaction Volkswagen announced that they have
engaged in talks with its Chinese joint venture partner
regarding its presence in Xinjiang and is “considering
various future scenarios for business activities in the
region.” More detailed information about VW's plans is
not known yet (read more Adrain Zenz via Twitter;
Handelsblatt in German). [Reuters 1]

As in BASF's case, general concerns about the human
rights situation on the ground against VW are not new,
but what could be decisive for the now quite clear
reaction might be the German Supply Chain Act, which
came into force in Germany at the beginning of last
year and obliges German companies to ensure
compliance with human rights in not only locally but
on its global supply chains. Non-compliance with this
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obligation could be punished with fines of up to 2
percent of annual global turnover.

Broader Trend

Reinforced once again by the developments described
above, ambivalence prevails in the German
relationship with China. A survey published by the
German Chamber of Commerce in China at the end of
January showed that although around 9 percent of
German companies in China are at least considering
leaving the country in the future, more than twice as
many as four years ago, the majority are still
committed to the country and more than half of the
companies are even planning to increase their
investment in the country, which is also reflected in the
investment figures, showing an increase of 4.3 percent
in 2023 and reaching a new record of USD 12.7 billion.

This however contrasts with the political landscape in
the country with the German government's efforts to
minimize dependence on China by diversifying its
economy under the motto of "de-risking". But even
within the governing coalition there is a lack of unity
about the extent to which this distancing should take
place, with the Greens and the Liberal Democrats
being in favor of stronger decoupling and the Social
Democrats under Chancellor Olaf Scholz in favor of a
more moderate withdrawal. [Reuters 2]

China: Hong Kong record bust of USD 1.8
billion money laundering scheme

(ms) Hong Kong customs officials have dismantled a
colossal money laundering syndicate, leading to the
arrest of seven individuals allegedly involved in a
scheme worth USD 1.8 billion, marking the city's largest
case to date.

The syndicate, comprised of both local and non-
Chinese residents, operated on a transnational scale,
utilizing shell companies and intricate bank networks
to conceal their illicit activities. According to the
customs financial investigation bureau, the syndicate
exploited the guise of international trading businesses
to funnel massive sums from overseas into Hong Kong.

A significant portion of the laundered funds,
approximately USD 371 million, is suspected to be
linked to a scam originating in India, though specific
details regarding the nature of the scam remain
undisclosed. This revelation underscores the global
reach and complexity of modern financial crimes.
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The operation, which involved coordinated efforts
between law enforcement agencies in Hong Kong,
India, and beyond, resulted in the seizure of assets
totalling USD 21.10 million, including properties and
commercial units. Despite the arrests, investigations
are ongoing, with authorities leaving open the
possibility of further apprehensions. [Associated Press]
[Channel News Asia] [Reuters]

China: Possible breakthrough in
conversion of carbon dioxide

(ms) Scientists at Huazhong University of Science and
Technology (HUST) in Wuhan, have made, according to
its own reports, a significant breakthrough in the quest
to convert carbon dioxide into valuable chemical
products, offering a potential solution to combat
climate change.

The team announced the development of an
electrolysis system capable of converting carbon into
formic acid with an efficiency exceeding 93 percent,
which if true would be a revolution in the field of
carbon capture.

Additionally, the system is said to be able to operate
continuously for at least 5,000 hours, a duration far
surpassing any other known device under research.
Both features make the innovation according to the
team a “milestone towards industrial use."

Published in the prestigious journal Nature, the study
represents a collaboration between researchers from
HUST, the University of Science and Technology of
China, and the University of Auckland, New Zealand.

Formic acid, a versatile chemical with applications
across various sectors including agriculture, energy,
and chemical production, holds immense potential for
commercial use. Notably, the electrolyte utilized in this
process can be directly sourced from spent lead-acid
batteries, offering a sustainable and environmentally
friendly approach.

Despite the promising advancements, challenges
remain in scaling up the technology for industrial
applications. Issues such as device overheating need to
be addressed through further research and
development. [South China Morning Post]

China: Planned lunar missions on
schedule


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-s/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-g/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-w/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-yd/

(ms) New reports emerging about the Lunar New Year

indicate that China's space program is on schedule for

its three major upcoming space missions, Chang'e-6, -7
and -8.

In May 2024, China plans to launch its Chang'e-6
mission, which will attempt the first-ever collection of
material from the far side of the moon. This mission,
building on the success of previous Chang'e missions,
aims to land in the Apollo basin and retrieve up to 2
kilograms of lunar material for analysis on Earth.

Furthermore, China's Chang'e-7 mission, slated for
launch around 2026, will focus on searching for
evidence of lunar water in the lunar south pole region.
This mission together with the Chang'e-6 mission is
part of China's comprehensive lunar exploration
strategy, which aims to understand the moon's
geological composition and potential resources.

Looking ahead, China's Chang'e-8 mission, scheduled
for around 2028, aims to lay the groundwork for a
lunar research station at the moon's south pole. This
mission will test technologies essential for sustainable
lunar habitation, including in-situ resource utilization
and terrestrial ecosystem experiments.

A notable aspect of the Chang'e-8 mission is the
proposal to create 'moon bricks' using lunar soil
melted with solar energy. These bricks will be
assembled by robots on the lunar surface, potentially
paving the way for future lunar infrastructure.

Additionally, China is committed to engage in
international collaboration in space exploration, with
invitations extended to developers worldwide to
contribute to the Chang'e-8 mission. By fostering
global cooperation, China aims on the one hand to
accelerate advancements in lunar exploration and
scientific discovery.

On the other hand, this step may also be seen as an
attempt to establish itself as a major player in space
exploration, a field that has so far been dominated by
the USA and Europe, including Russia. [BNN] [Global
Times] [South China Morning Post] [Space 1] [Space 2]

Japan: Ruling party lawmaker found guilty
of financial fraud

(sh) Former Liberal Democratic Party lawmaker Mito
Kakizawa admitted guilty for illegal campaign financing
linked to a Tokyo ward election last April.
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At the Tokyo District Court's first trial hearing on
February 14, Kakizawa expressed his decision not to
dispute the charges, recognizing the weight of his
responsibility. He faces accusations of breaching
election laws by providing or offering approximately
JPY 2.8 million (USD 19,000) for bribery in connection
with the Koto Ward mayoral election, where the
candidate he supported, former LDP lawmaker Yayoi
Kimura, emerged victorious.

Additionally, Kakizawa's involvement in Kimura's use of
paid online advertisements during the campaign also
violated election regulations. rosecutors asserted
Kakizawa played a managerial role in the campaign's
planning and execution. The court aims to issue a
verdict on March 14 under an expedited deliberation
process.

Kakizawa, who served five terms as a House of
Representatives member, resigned from his lawmaker
position earlier this month following his indictment.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Cabinet passes a bill aimed at
raising of birthrate

(sh) On February 16, Japan's Cabinet approved a bill
that seeks to broaden the scope of the monthly child
allowances to encompass high school-age children.

The plan entails removing the existing income limit for
households receiving benefits and introducing a new
funding scheme. Commencing in fiscal 2026,
individuals would be required contribute an additional
JPY 300 (USD 2) to JPY 500 (USD 3.33) monthly to health
insurance premiums. Effective October 2024,
individuals aged 16 to 18 would become eligible for a
monthly allowance of JPY 10.000 (USD 66.60), while the
monthly allowance for the third child and beyond
would double to JPY 30.000 (USD 200).

These allowances were intended to support parents

and guardians until their children reached the age of
15, typically upon completion of junior high school in
Japan.

Initially targeting JPY 600 billion (USD 4 billion), the
government aims to increase funding to JPY 1 trillion
(USD 6.6 billion) by fiscal 2028.

Additionally, the bill proposes augmenting benefits for
low-income single parents with three or more children
and enhancing support for individuals on childcare
leave.
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Recognizing the importance of daycare facilities for
working parents, the government planned to extend
childcare assistance to children aged six months to two
years, accessible to all, regardless of employment
status, nationwide from April 2026. [Japan Today]

Japan had around 2.09 million newborns in the midst
of its second baby boom in 1973, before dropping
below 1 million in 2016 and below 800,000 in 2022,
marking the the lowest figure since Japan began
tallying births in 1899 and prompting a sense of
urgency to address the country's rapidly shrinking and
aging population (see AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1).

Japan: Nuclear regulatory body reviews
“indoor sheltering” order

(sh) On February 14, Japan's nuclear regulatory body
consulted experts on the best way to implement the
"indoor sheltering" provision for people living near
nuclear power plants during natural disasters.

According to the guidelines, residents within five
kilometers of a plant must evacuate immediately after
a serious accident. Those between five and 30
kilometers are advised to shelter indoors and evacuate
if radiation levels rise above a certain threshold.

Following a powerful earthquake on New Year's Day
(see AIR No. 1, January/2024, 1) that isolated
communities near the Shika nuclear plant, the
authority discussed strategies to keep residents safe
during concurrent natural disasters and nuclear
accidents. And the authority confirmed the
effectiveness of combining evacuation and indoor

sheltering. They decided to form a team with external
experts to determine flexible criteria for initiating and
lifting indoor sheltering orders based on unfolding
events. [NHK]

Japan: Permanent residence of tax
evaders to be revoked

(sh) On February 20, Japan's immigration authorities
have announced plans to revise the residential status
system to allow the revocation of permanent residency
for those who repeatedly break the country’s tax laws
or fail to pay taxes.

Additionally, authorities intend to collaborate with local
municipalities to identify foreign residents who fail to
fulfill tax obligations. Bills regarding these revisions are
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expected to be submitted during the current Diet
session.

This adjustment aligns with the government's decision
to replace the existing foreign technical trainee system
with a new on-the-job training program (see AiR No. 7,
February/2024, 2), potentially leading to an increase in
permanent residency grants for trainees.

Currently, permanent residents retain their status
despite repeated tax evasion or criminal offenses
resulting in imprisonment for up to a year. [NHK]

Japan: Economic recession unveiled

(sh) During the October-December quarter, the
economy contracted by 0.1 percent compared to the
previous quarter, or at an annual rate of 0.4 percent,
as reported by the Cabinet Office. Both household and
business spending lacked vigor amidst persistent
inflation.

This consecutive decline means that Japan’'s economy
entering a technical recession, presenting challenges
for both the government and the Bank of Japan in their
pursuit of domestic demand-led growth and increasing
wages. Private-sector economists, surveyed by the
Japan Center for Economic Research, had predicted a
1.28 percent annualized expansion. [Global News]

The government data further reveal that Japan ranks
as the world's fourth-largest economy in 2023, falling
behind Germany in 2023 and reflecting a gradual
decline since 2010 when Japan slipped from being the
second-largest economy, trailing only the United
States, to the third-largest due to the rapid growth of
China's economy. [Kyodo News] [Market Watch]

Japan: Defense minister, Okinawa
governor discuss relocation of US military
base

(sh) February 17, Defense Minister Minoru Kihara met
with Okinawa Governor Denny Tamaki to discuss the
relocation of a key U.S. military base within the
prefecture.

This meeting followed the central government's
unprecedented decision in December to override the
government of Okinawa prefecture and commence the
work on reinforcing soft ground at the relocation site
(see AR No. 7, February/2024, 2).
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During the meeting, Kihara emphasized the
importance of bolstering defense capabilities in the
region, but Tamaki expressed hope that the central
government would heed the prefecture's residents'
wishes and halt the base's relocation.

Additionally, Tamaki submitted a written request
opposing the deployment of long-range missiles within
Okinawa for counterattack purposes. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Defense budget might be not
sufficient

(sh) On February 19, the head of a Japanese Defense
Ministry expert panel, Sadayuki Sakakibara, expressed
concerns regarding the nation's planned defense
outlays for the five-year period starting from the fiscal
year 2023.

Sakakibara noted that the allocated budget of JPY 43
trillion (USD 290 billion) might not be sufficient due to
recent price surges and the yen's depreciation.

The current spending plan already represents a
significant increase compared to previous years, driven
by security threats from China and North Korea.

Sakakibara also emphasized the importance of
adhering to the JPY 43 trillion limit, but also Japan
should remain open to revisions of the spending plan.

His statements come after Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida affirmed his commitment to maintaining the
plan's size and contents despite anticipated increases
in defense equipment prices and currency fluctuations.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Space rocket launched

(sh) On February 17, Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA), the country's space agency, announced
the successful launch of its flagship H3 space rocket,
after an earlier attempt failed in 2023.

JAXA foresees the H3 launching both government and
commercial missions, with plans for up to six launches
annually over the next two decades. [CNN]

Furthermore, Japanese scientists plan for an
extraordinary spacecraft, the LignoSat, entirely from
timber. Using magnolia wood, known for its stability
and resilience, they aim to explore sustainable satellite
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materials. Plans were underway to launch it on a US
rocket this summer after successful experiments on
the International Space Station.

The initiative seeks eco-friendly alternatives to metal
satellites, addressing concerns about space debris and
environmental impact. Initial tests showed wood's
durability in space conditions, sparking hope for a
greener future in space exploration. [Guardian]

North Korea: Unification reference
removed from national anthem

(ap) North Korea has dropped the reference to
unification with South Korea in its national anthem.
[NK News]

The opening stanza of the anthem previously featured
the phrase “three thousand ri” referring to the Korean
Peninsula’s roughly 730-mile length from north to
south. The updated version does not include this
phrase and replaces it by “this world.”

Officially adopted as North Korea’s national anthem in
1947, the song was composed in the aftermath of the
Korean Peninsula’s liberation from Japanese rule and

praises Korea's beauty and 5,000-year history.

The change in the anthem is Pyongyang's latest in a
string of moves signaling its assertiveness stance of
abandoning reunification after leader Kim Jong Un
recently called South Korea the “principal enemy” of
Nort Korea and described relations between
Pyongyang and Seoul as being in a “state of war” (see
AiR No. 1, January/2024, 1).

South Korea: President Yoon announces
financial support for science and
engineering students

(oy) On February 16, President Yoon Suk Yeol
announced that the South Korean government will
provide stipends to full-time graduate students in
science and engineering who are involved in state
research and development projects. Yoon made the
announcement at a government-public debate in
Deajon.

Master’s students will receive a minimum of KRW
800,000 (USD 600) per month, and PhD students will
receive a minimum of KRW 1.1 million (USD 824). The
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South Korean government will also increase the total
value of its scholarships by KRW 130 billion (USD 97
million) this year, extending the presidential science
scholarships to graduate students, with each recipient
receiving an average of KRW 25 million (USD 18,742)
annually.

At the debate, Yoon emphasized his commitment to
bolstering South Korea's science and technology
competitiveness through talent development. He plans
to develop Daejeon into a “science capital” by
improving its infrastructure and launching an express
train service linking Daejeon to Sejong and Cheongju.
[Yonhap][South Korea Presidential Office]

Daejon is the country's’ fifth-largest city, known for its
technology and research institutions, including the
Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology
(KAIST) and Chungnam National University, one of the
ten so-called Flagship Korean National Universities,
that are often the largest, well-financed, and preferred
by students compared to local private universities. The
city is also home to research and development centers
for global companies such as Samsung and LG.

South Korea: Medical doctors take
industrial actions

(oy) South Korean medical doctors are expected to go
on a labor strike, in protest of the government's plan to
increase admission quotas in medical schools (see AiR
No. 7, February/2024, 2).

The government has justified increasing admission
quotas to cope with the shortage of doctors, but
medical associations have argued for alternative
solutions to address the issue, such as higher wages.
[Yonhap 1]

On February 20, more than 1,600 trainee doctors
conducted a walkout. Earlier on February 19, trainee
doctors at South Korea's five largest hospitals began
submitting their letters of resignation. [Reuters]

In response to the threat of strike, the South Korean
government told 221 training hospitals to prohibit
trainee doctors from using group leave and to ensure
essential medical personnel are present. [South Korea
Ministry of Health 1]

They emphasized that firm actions will be taken
against doctors who participate in industrial actions
and that relevant ministries will cooperate closely to
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minimize the disruptions. [South Korea Ministry of
Health 2]

The government has also urged doctors not to take
industrial action as it would undermine the wellbeing
of the patients. They promised to set aside KRW 10
trillion (USD 7.4 billion) by 2028 to boost compensation
for medical services and that they are open to
discussions with medical associations on the issue of
doctor shortage. [Yonhap 2]

Earlier on February 17, the Korea Medical Association
(KMA) issued a warning that it could pursue legal
action if the government continues threatening
protesting doctors. KMA added that they would
consider an indefinite labor strike [Yonhap 3].

The government announced that it will increase
telemedicine services during the labor strike.
[Yonhap 4]

The South Korea military is also allowing access to its
12 military hospital emergency rooms to provide
medical support for the public [Yonhap 5]. [Yonhap 6]
[South Korea Ministry of Health 3]

South Korea: Change in appointments at
Board of Audit and Inspection

(oy) Ryou Byeong-ho, the current secretary-general of
the Board of Audit and Inspection (BAI), has been
appointed to its council of commissioners, succeeding
Lim Chan-woo for a four-year term.

The council is the BAI's highest decision-making body,
made up of seven members and operating on a
majority rule. Approval of four members is required for
investigations.

Additionally, senior official Choi Dal-young will take
over as the new secretary-general. [Yonhap] [South
Korea Board of Audit and Inspection]

South Korea: President Yoon appoints
new head of important defense body

(oy) President Yoon Suk Yeol has appointed Seok Jong-
gun as the new head of the Defense Acquisition
Program Administration (DAPA), South Korea's arms
procurement agency.
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Seok is a former army major general. He graduated
from the Korea Military Academy and was formerly the
Head of the Strategy and Planning Department of the
South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff.

He is expected to enhance cooperation between South
Korea's defense ministry, military, DAPA, and defense
industry firms. Seok’s appointment is aimed at
fostering a strong military based on science and
technology and boosting foreign arms sales. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Major political parties revamp
strategies to engage young voters

(xc) Following the January 13 presidential and
legislative elections, Taiwan's two largest parties -
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and the Chinese
Nationalist Party (KMT) - are reevaluating their
outreach strategies to better connect with the younger
electorate.

The elections highlighted a significant shift among
young voters towards the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP),
the third party represented in Taiwan'’s legislature, and
its presidential candidate Ko Wen-je.

The DPP has faced criticism for employing outdated
campaign tactics and failing to effectively communicate
with younger demographics. Acknowledging this, DPP
Youth Director Juan Chun-ta highlighted the need for
the party to resonate with the concerns and
aspirations of young people, particularly around
employment, housing, and transportation issues,
rather than focusing solely on national defense and
countering cognitive warfare. The party is exploring
ways to address these issues in a manner that
genuinely connects with young voters.

Meanwhile, the KMT is making concerted efforts to
rejuvenate its image and policies to attract younger
members. Initiatives include providing platforms for
young voices, nominating younger candidates for
elections, embracing progressive values, and
enhancing its presence on new media platforms.

The party emphasized the importance of making

young people feel valued and envision a future within
the party, highlighting recent successful nominations
of younger candidates as a step in the right direction.

Both parties recognize the importance of adapting
their messaging and policy priorities to the evolving
landscape of voter concerns, particularly among the
youth. This involves not only addressing specific issues
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such as employment and housing but also revamping
their communication strategies to be more relatable
and accessible through social media and other digital
platforms. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Diplomatic corps advances
gender equality

(xc) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has
made notable progress in promoting gender equality
within its diplomatic ranks, with a recent increase in
the hiring of women and the appointment of female
chiefs according to the ministry.

Over the past two years, women have constituted 56
percent of new diplomatic hires, and currently, about
64 percent of the ministry's chiefs are female, marking
a significant shift from the gender landscape of
previous decades.

Despite these advancements, challenges persist,
particularly in changing the mindset of senior male
diplomats and addressing the gender disparity in top
diplomatic positions. While women now represent
nearly 47 percent of Taiwan's diplomats, men still lead
82 percent of Taiwan's overseas missions, a figure that
underscores the ongoing dominance of men in the
most senior roles.

However, deeply ingrained biases and outdated
attitudes towards women, especially those who are
pregnant or have caregiving responsibilities, continue
to hinder true gender parity within MOFA. Reports
suggest that the work culture within the ministry
remains challenging for pregnant diplomats and
discourages them from taking maternity leave.

To address these issues and foster a more gender-
equitable workforce, education and awareness-raising
are seen as critical to dismantling antiquated notions
of gender and supporting the professional
advancement of female diplomats on an equal footing
with their male counterparts. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense spending increased in
response to growing Chinese military
activity

(xc) In a strategic move to bolster its defense
capabilities, Taiwan has increased its defense budget
by a substantial 24.2 percent in 2023, reflecting
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growing concerns over the Chinese threat in the
region.

This considerable hike in defense expenditure, as
reported by the International Institute for Strategic
Studies (11SS) based in London, underscores Taiwan's
commitment to safeguarding its sovereignty amid
heightened tensions.

Parallel to Taiwan's defense augmentation, China has
continued its military spending growth for the 29th
consecutive year, with a 5.4 percent increase
amounting to USD 219.5 billion. This development is
part of Beijing's broader strategy in the Indo-Pacific,
adapting to potential prolonged conflict scenarios, as
evidenced by recent military reforms and strategic
resource allocations.

The 1ISS's Military Balance report highlights a global
uptrend in defense spending, reaching USD 2.2 trillion
in 2023, propelled by geopolitical dynamics such as the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine and the intensifying US-
China rivalry.

Within this global context, the defense budgets of the
US and its key allies in the Asia-Pacific, including
Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and the
Philippines, collectively grew by 7.4 percent, marking a
significant shift towards enhanced regional security
preparedness. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Air defense to be advanced with
IDF jets

(xc) Taiwan's Air Force is investing 111.29 million USD
to secure spare parts for its Indigenous Defense
Fighter (IDF) jets, in service since 1992. This initiative,
aimed at maintaining the fleet's operational readiness,
includes modernizations like digital enhancements and
advanced radar capabilities.

The IDF fleet's arsenal has been expanded to include
advanced weaponry such as Sky Sword Il air-to-air
missiles, Wan Chien Il air-to-ground cruise missiles,
and Hsiung Feng Il supersonic missiles. These
enhancements significantly boost the jets' offensive
and defensive capabilities.

The Aerospace Industrial Development Corporation
(AIDC) in Taichung has been contracted for parts, with
the agreement extending to the end of 2028. The IDF's
arsenal has also been upgraded with new air-to-air, air-
to-ground, and supersonic missiles, bolstering Taiwan's
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aerial defense capabilities amidst regional security
challenges. [Taiwan News]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Main opposition BNP senior
officials released on bail

(Im) The secretary general of Bangladesh main
opposition party BNP, and Standing Committee
Member Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury were
released from jail after more than three months on
February 15. Fakhrul spent 109 days behind bars,
facing 11 cases, while Khasru was imprisoned for 105
days, dealing with 10 cases. [Dhaka Tribune]

Their release followed a bail grant by a Dhaka court in
a case related to an attack on the chief justice's
residence during clashes in Dhaka on October 28 last
year. Fakhrul was arrested the following day, and
Khasru was apprehended on November 2. After
several legal proceedings, including bail grants in other
cases, they finally obtained bail in the last remaining
case on February 14.

On February 19, then, Fakhrul visited BNP party
Chairperson Khaleda Zia at her residence in what was
described as a courtesy call following his release from
custody. [The Daily Star]

In other updates, BNP Vice-Chairman Shamsuzzaman
Dudu received bail in five cases on February 18 and in
an additional three cases on February 20. With bail
granted for all charges, there are no impediments to
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his release from prison. Dudu was apprehended by a
group identifying as detective police in November of
the previous year, subsequently undergoing three
remands ordered by the court. He has remained
incarcerated since then. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League
finalizes list for reserved women's seats in
Parliament; 34 new faces

(Im) Bangladesh's ruling Awami League has finalized its
list of candidates for the reserved women'’s seats in
Parliament's lower house, prioritizing career politicians
and individuals associated with the party's established
leaders, particularly those with familial ties to the
party's history and country's war of independence.
Despite interest from various sectors, no celebrities
secured nominations. [Dhaka Tribune]

At the national level, 50 seats out of a total of 350 are
reserved for women members of Parliament.
According to the law, a party or coalition is allocated
one reserved seat for every six seats secured in
general elections. With the Awami League winning in
223 constituencies and 62 independent MPs
empowering Prime Minister Hasina to elect members
for the reserved seats on their behalf, the party will be
able to fill 48 seats, while the main opposition Jatiya
Party will have the remaining two.

It's worth noting that a total of 1,549 nomination
papers were sold for the 48 seats, indicating an
average of 32 women competing for an Awami League
ticket per seat, compared to an average of 11 aspirants
seeking the party ticket for a seat ahead of the January
general elections. [AIR No. 7, February/2024, 2]

Bangladesh: Prime Minister Hasina
convers high civilian award to 21 citizens

(Im) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh has
awarded the Ekushey Padak, one of the country's
highest civilian honors, to 21 distinguished individuals.
The recipients were recognized for their significant
contributions across various fields, including those
honored posthumously for their roles in the Language
Movement, a historic movement advocating for the
recognition of Bengali as an official language. Others
were awarded for their accomplishments in music,
dance, acting, elocution, painting, documentary
filmmaking related to the Liberation War, social
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services, language and literature, and education. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Former member of Crack
Platoon laid to rest

(Im) Fateh Ali Chowdhury, a member of the so-called
Crack Platoon during Bangladesh's war of
independence, was laid to rest in Mirpur. He passed
away at 75 from old-age complications and
pneumonia. [The Daily Star]

The The Crack Platoon was a special forces unit formed
during the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971.
Comprising mostly Bengali officers and soldiers from
the East Pakistan Rifles, the Crack Platoon played a
crucial role in conducting guerrilla warfare against
Pakistani forces and aiding the Mukti Bahini
(Bangladesh Liberation Army) in various operations.

Bangladesh: 9,370 citizens in foreign
prisons

(Im) Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud has
informed parliament that a total of 9,370 Bangladeshi
expatriates are currently detained in prisons across 26
countries. The highest number, 5,746, are held in Saudi
Arabia, followed by 508 in Turkey. [The Daily Star]

Since July 2023, 1,226 expatriates have been
repatriated, including 51 from European countries.
Additionally, around 1,950 expatriates have been
brought back from prisons in India, Myanmar, and the
Middle East.

Bangladesh: Student protesters continue
demonstration, warn of tougher
movement

(Im) In Bangladesh, protesters at Jahangirnagar
University persisted in their anti-rape demonstration,
demanding the severest punishment for those accused
of rape and the expulsion of non-students from
university dormitories. They also called for measures
against drug syndicates and a faculty member accused
of harassment. [Dhaka Tribune]

The protests were sparked by allegations that a former
student of the university and a leader of the
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Bangladesh Chhatra League, the student wing of the
ruling Bangladesh Awami League, along with five
associates, committed rape on campus on February 3
[see AIR No. 6, February/2024, 1]. It was revealed
during the investigation that a significant number of
non-students were residing in university dormitories,
exploiting their political connections with the ruling
Awami League.

Bangladesh: Government ensures ample
supplies for Ramadan amidst rising
commodity prices

(Im) Against the larger backdrop of rising commodity
prices in Bangladesh, the state minister for commerce
has reassured that there would be no shortage of
essential commodities during the upcoming month of
Ramadan, which is expected to begin on March 12 or
13. [Dhaka Tribune]

The official informed that the government had already
reduced tariffs on four products as per the prime
minister's directives. Additionally, discussions will be
held with importers and producers to set oil prices,
and tariffs on dates have been decreased.

The state minister also pledged to prevent market
monopolization by businesses, stating that the Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB) would play a crucial
role in ensuring a diversified supply chain.

Bangladesh: Sharp rise in non-performing
loans in 2023; foreign loan repayments
top USD 4 billion

(Im) Bangladesh has experienced a notable surge in
non-performing loans (NPLs), reaching approximately
USD 2.93 billion in 2023, indicative for a growing
concern about the stability of the banking sector.
According to recent data from Bangladesh Bank,
defaulted loans escalated to around USD 17.16 billion
by December 2023, marking an increase from about
USD 14.08 billion in December 2022 and roughly USD
12.36 billion in December 2021. [Dhaka Tribune]

Additionally, a significant surge in foreign loan
repayments, crossing USD 4 billion in fiscal year 2022-
23, reflects the country's increasing debt burden and
the challenges associated with servicing external
obligations. This marked a significant increase from
previous years, with repayments rising by USD 1.18
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billion compared to the previous fiscal year. The
repayment trend is expected to continue rising, driven
by factors such as exchange rate volatility and
potential increases in interest rates. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: Cabinet extends vehicle import
moratorium in a bid to address foreign
reserves situation

(Im) Bhutan's Cabinet has extended the moratorium on
vehicle imports for six more months, aiming to address
the country's diminishing foreign reserves, which stood
at USD 533 million last November. Finance Minister
Lekey Dorji announced the extension, marking the
third time it has been prolonged, with the new
expiration date set for August. Certain categories of
vehicles, including utility vehicles, pickup trucks, heavy
machinery for construction and agriculture, taxis,
buses, and tourism-related vehicles, are exempt from
the moratorium's restrictions. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Court convicts seven individuals
in prostitution case

(Im) A Bhutanese court has convicted a hotel-owning
couple and five women for their involvement in
prostitution. The couple received a two-year prison
sentence but can opt to pay compensation instead.
The women were sentenced to one year in prison, with
the option to pay compensation instead. [Kuensel]

Prostitution is illegal in Bhutan and is considered a
criminal offense under the Penal Code. The law
prohibits activities related to prostitution, including
running brothels, soliciting individuals for prostitution,
and procuring individuals for brothels. Offenders can
face legal consequences, including imprisonment and
fines. Despite these laws, incidents of prostitution have
been reported in Bhutan, leading to arrests and legal
actions against those involved.

Bhutan: Unemployment projected to stay
above pre-COVID-19 pandemic level in
2024

(Im) in Bhutan, the central bank projects an
improvement in the employment situation in the
country this year, but it will still remain above pre-
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COVID-19 pandemic levels, with an unemployment rate
forecasted between 4.5 and 5 percent. [Kuensel]

In 2019, the unemployment rate was 2.7 percent, with
8,698 unemployed individuals, while the GDP was at
5.8 percent. However, in 2022, with a grim economy
recording a GDP of 5.2 percent, overall unemployment
reached an all-time high of 5.9 percent, with youth
unemployment soaring to 28.6 percent.

Bhutan: Farmers seek protection from
climate change events

(Im) As climate-related events increasingly impact
livelihoods in Bhutan, there's a rising interest in
purchasing insurance products to mitigate losses.
While rural residents are required to subscribe to the
rural life insurance scheme (RLIS) offered by the Royal
Insurance Corporation of Bhutan Limited (RICBL),
some residents are exploring additional insurance
schemes due to concerns about potential future
losses. [Kuensel]

In areas like Jigmechhu and Khebisa Dagana, where
climate change impacts are evident, residents express
interest in insuring their land and crops to protect their
livelihoods. They call for affordable insurance schemes
specifically designed to address climate change-related
impacts, similar to the RLIS, which has proven
beneficial in providing financial assistance during times
of need.

India: Supreme Court calls Electoral bond
scheme “unconstitutional”

(fd) India’s Supreme Court (SC) has delivered a
significant ruling by declaring unconstitutional the so-
called electoral bond scheme - a system that allowed
individuals and corporations to donate unlimited funds
to political parties without disclosing their identities.
The apex court highlighted infringements upon
citizens' right to government-held information as the
basis for its ruling. As a result, the government-owned
State Bank of India has been directed to cease the
issuance of these bonds and provide details of past
donations made through them to the Election
Commission of India. [Associated Press] [Reuters]

The electoral bond system was introduced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in 2017, purportedly to reform political finance by
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reducing cash transactions. However, directly after the
introduction of the scheme, transparency rights
activists had started to challenge the bill in the courts,
arguing that the anonymity of donors under this
scheme undermined transparency and allowed for
potential misuse. Additionally, opponents highlighted
the disproportionate advantage enjoyed by the ruling
BJP, which reportedly received the majority of
donations through these bonds. [The Wire]

The verdict carries significant implications, especially in
the lead-up to the upcoming national elections. With
political parties gearing up for campaigning and
fundraising, the SCs decision to invalidate the electoral
bond system is seen as a setback for the BJP, which
has been the primary beneficiary of this mechanism.
Meanwhile, the the president of India's main
opposition Congress party has stated that the SC's
ruling will create a “level playing field” in upcoming
elections. [The Hindu]

India: BJP amends party statutes to
empower parliamentary board to decide
on president’s tenure

(ff) The national convention of India’s ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on February 18 passed an
amendment to the party’s constitution, granting its top
organizational body, the Parliamentary Board,
authority to make decisions regarding the party
president, including their term and extension, in
"emergency" situations "as per the best interests of the
party." [Times of India] [ThePrint]

Previously, the BJP constitution mandated a single
three-year term for the party president, with no
possibility of immediate re-election. While details
behind the amendment are not specified, it is widely
seen as a step towards extending the term of the
current president, ] P Nadda, beyond the current term.
Nadda was appointed party president in January 2020
and has an extended tenure until June 30 in
preparation for the elections to Parliament's lower
house.

This move has garnered mixed reactions. Supporters
argue that it provides flexibility in choosing leadership
based on prevailing circumstances and avoids a rigid
one-term limit. Critics, however, express concerns
about potential power centralization and a lack of
transparency in selecting the party chief.
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India: Bahujan Samaj Party chief affirms
plan to go solo in parliamentary election

(ff) The leader of the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), a
political party that primarily represents the interests of
the Bahujan Sama (a term that refers to the majority of
society or the “common people”), has refuted rumors
of forming a coalition ahead of the parliamentary
elections, affirming that the BSP will contest
independently. [INDIA TODAY] [NDTV]

Despite invitations from other parties to join the Indian
National Developmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
opposition alliance, BSP party chief Mayawati
reiterated that the BSP has not formed any coalition
with any party. She emphasized the BSP's commitment
to contesting the elections independently and serving
the interests of all sections of society, particularly the
poor and oppressed.

These remarks followed statements by Uttar Pradesh
Congress in-charge and party general secretary
Avinash Pande, expressing the INDIA alliance's desire
for BSP's participation.

India: Supreme Court orders fresh
counting of votes in Chandigarh mayor
elections

(ff/Im) India's Supreme Court decided on February 19
that that the results of recent mayoral elections in
Chandigarh, the capital of both Punjab and Haryana
states, will be determined based on the existing ballot
papers, avoiding a repoll. The court announced it
would review the ballot papers and the entire video
recording of the counting day.

The election held significance as it marked the first-
ever alliance between the opposition Congress (INC)
and Aam Aadmi (AAP) parties, aiming to challenge the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Initially scheduled
for January 18, the polls were postponed due to the
sickness of Anil Masih, the presiding officer whose
responsibility is to oversee the voting process.

During the election, the BJP under the incumbent
mayor, Manoj Sonkar, secured 16 votes, while the AAP-
Congress alliance secured 12, with eight votes
invalidated by Masih. This raised accusations of
manipulation, with the opposition parties alleging
deliberate tampering by Sonkar to secure his win.
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In a surprising development, Sonkar resigned on
February 18, just a day before a crucial Supreme Court
hearing. As a result, Chandigarh is currently without a
mayor. If mayoral elections are not held within a
month, the responsibility will fall to the Senior Deputy
Mayor. [Hindustan Times] [Times of India]
[MoneyControl] [The Indian Express]

India: Delhi Chief Minister skips sixth
summons for questioning in connection
with Delhi excise policy

(ff/lm) Arvind Kejriwal, the national convener of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and Delhi Chief Minister, did
not appear for questioning by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in connection with the Delhi excise
policy case, skipping his sixth summons. [The Hindu]

The Delhi excise policy case revolves around
allegations of irregularities in the formation and
execution of the excise policy, which governs the
regulation and taxation of alcohol production,
distribution, and sale in Delhi. The specific details of
the alleged irregularities have not been fully disclosed,
but they likely involve suspicions of corruption, misuse
of power, or other illegal activities related to the excise

policy.

Against the backdrop of Kejriwal's continued non-
appearance, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) suggested
that he could end up in jail like other AAP members
involved in the alleged liquor scam. Kejriwal defended
his actions, stating that responses to the summonses
were being provided according to the law and called
for waiting for the court's decision before issuing
further summonses.

Furthermore, Kejriwal made a controversial statement
on February 18, suggesting that "half of the BJP leaders
would quit" if the ED and a specific section of the anti-
money laundering law were abolished. He claimed that
both were tools used by the BJP to pressure and
attract politicians, alleging that many BJP leaders would
leave the party without these "incentives." [India
Today]

Meanwhile, following the ED's complaint about
Kejriwal's non-appearance, a city court noted his legal
obligation to comply with the summonses but
adjourned the matter until March 16 due to his
inability to attend personally during the ongoing Delhi
Assembly session. ED sources indicated the possibility
of issuing fresh summonses to Kejriwal.
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India: West Bengal Chief Minister accuses central
government of disabling ID documents ahead of
polls

(ff) West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
expressed concerns on February 18 regarding the
alleged deactivation of unique identification
documents - the so-called Aadhaar cards - within the
state. Banerjee claimed that numerous citizens,
including farmers, pensioners, and students, have
faced issues due to their Aadhaar cards being
deactivated. This, she argued, disrupts access to crucial
government services and creates unnecessary
hardship for the affected individuals. [Hindustan
Times]

The central government, however, has denied these
allegations. The Unique Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI), responsible for Aadhaar cards, clarified that
deactivations occur only in accordance with
established procedures, such as duplicate card
detection or security concerns. They emphasized that
no state is specifically targeted, and the process
follows standard protocol.

This development comes amidst ongoing political
tensions between the Trinamool Congress (TMC) led by
Banerjee and the BJP at the center. The TMC has been
critical of the central government's handling of various
issues, including the National Register of Citizens (NRC)
and the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).

India: Farmers reject government offer
after fourth meeting this month

(fd) According to one of their leaders the farmers have
rejected the government's proposed contracts for
minimum support prizes concerning pulses, corn and
cotton, due to it diverging significantly from their
demands. [Reuters]

The fourth talk was held between farmer
representatives, Agriculture Minister Arjun Munda,
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and Minister of State
for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai to find a consensus
and stop the protests. After rejecting the offer, the
farmers decided to continue their protest on February
21.

Thousands of Indian farmers had started a march to
New Delhi to demand from the government to set
minimum prices for their produce. Security forces had
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used tear gas and barricades to prevent the farmers
from reaching the capital resulting in many injured
farmers. The three earlier meetings on February 8, 12
and 15 this month failed due to the government's lack
of commitment to the demands. After concluding the
fourth meeting, farmers stopped their march to New
Delhi. [Reuters] [BBC]

India: Nationalist Congress Party founder
seeks Supreme Court hearing over
breakaway faction

(Im) Sharad Pawar, founder of the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), one of the major political parties in
Maharashtra, Nagaland and Kerala states, has
appealed to the Supreme Court for an urgent hearing
of his case regarding the Election Commission's
decision to recognize his politically estranged nephew,
Ajit Pawar's breakaway faction as the “real” NCP.

This development comes after Ajit Pawar in July last
year walked away with a majority of the NCP MLAs in
Maharashtra to support the BJP-Shiv Sena government
led by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde. Over 40 out of
NCP’s 53 MLAs sided with him. Earlier this month, then,
India’s Election Commission held that the faction led by
Ajit Pawar is the authentic representation of the NCP,
and thus, is entitled to use its name and symbol.

However, making a concession to the faction led by
Sharad Pawar, the commission allowed it a “one-time
option” to claim a name for its political outfit and
provide three preferences in view of the upcoming
elections to Parliament's upper house.

Against this backdrop, and given that the Maharashtra
assembly is starting soon, Pawar approached the apex
court, saying that his faction had still not been allotted
a symbol. Pawar also claimed that a “strange situation”
is arising given that he will be subject to the whip of Ajit
Pawar.

India: Supreme Court orders review of
infrastructure, security in jails for women

(Im) India’s Supreme Court has ordered a district-wise
evaluation of conditions in women's jails nationwide.
Committees comprising senior female judicial and
police officers, along with jail superintendents, will
inspect security, hygiene, healthcare, and welfare
measures for women inmates and their children. The
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court directed states to submit data and a status
report by April 5. [The Hindu]

The order follows concerns raised about pregnancies
in West Bengal jails, though investigations revealed
they occurred before or after incarceration. The court
acted upon recommendations by a senior advocate
who had held discussions with authorities in
Rajasthan, Haryana, and Delhi. These discussions
highlighted security measures in women's jails,
prompting the senior advocate to propose a
comprehensive security audit for all such facilities in
the country.

India: Opposition Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi files nomination papers for seat in
Parliament’s upper house

(Im) Sonia Gandhi, a prominent leader and former
president of India's main opposition Congress (INC)
party, has announced that she will not contest the
upcoming elections to Parliament's lower house due to
her age and declining health. Instead, she will join
Parliament's indirectly elected upper House, for which
she filed her nomination last week. [The Straits Times]

The decision assumes added significance, given that it
means that Sonia Gandhi, the widow to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, has effectively paved the way for
her daughter Priyanka Gandhi to contest the upcoming
elections to the lower house from Rae Bareli, a
traditional stronghold of the Gandhi family in Uttar
Pradesh. Sonia had represented the constituency for
the last 20 years in the politically sensitive Uttar
Pradesh state that sends 80 seats to Parliament’s lower
house. It was the only seat in the state her party won in
2019.

India: Former Congress chief minister
joins BJP, fielded as candidate for
upcoming elections to upper house

(Im) Ashok Chavan, a former chief minister of India’s
Maharashtra state, has officially joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
after a 38-year stint with the main opposition Congress

party.

Furthermore, he has been nominated by the BJP for
the upcoming elections to Parliament's upper house,
which is elected by the elected members of the State
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Legislative Assemblies and by the members of the
Electoral College for union territories, using a single
transferable vote system. According to reports, Chavan
initially demanded a deputy chief minister's post in
Maharashtra along with a high-profile ministry before
settling for a nomination to the upper house. [The
Wire]

Of note, there are clear indications that Ashok
Chavan's induction into the BJP hasn't gone down well
with the local BJP workers: Following the nomination,
the son of Maharashtra BJP vice-president Madhav
Bhandari took to social media to express his
disappointment over his father's perceived lack of
recognition within the party, despite his father's
longstanding dedication and significant contributions
spanning almost five decades. [The Hindu]

Additionally, there are reports about opposition from
local RSS workers to the initial plan of holding the
induction ceremony in Aurangabad. [The Indian
Express]

India: In Karnataka state, House panel
asks government to take over golf course,
turf club

(Im) In India's Karnataka state, the Special House
Committee of the Legislative Council has submitted a
report urging the state government to take over the
Bangalore Golf Course and the Bangalore Turf Club
areas for development as lung spaces and walking
areas. [The Hindu]

Additionally, the committee proposed a law to monitor
and control club activities across Karnataka, suggesting
The Karnataka Regulation of Entry to Public Places and
Regulation of Clubs Bill. It also recommended action
against clubs violating rules, such as Bowring Club for
illegal construction.

India: Income tax department freezes
bank accounts of opposition Congress

party

(Im) In India, the Income Tax department has frozen all
bank accounts of the main opposition Congress (INC)
party over an IT department demand of USD 28 million
for the assessment year 2018-19 and a disagreement
over cash donations from INC MLAs and MPs. Despite
this, the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal allowed partial
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relief, permitting the party to operate its accounts after
setting aside USD 15.4 million in lien. [The Hindu]

INC leaders have termed an “assault on democracy by
the Narendra Modi government” coming as it does in
the run-up to parliamentary elections. They accuse the
government of favoring Prime Minister Modi's BJP by
leaving their electoral bond money untouched while
targeting the INC' funds.

India: Government hikes windfall tax on
petroleum crude, diesel

(Im) The Indian government has increased the windfall
tax on petroleum crude to USD 39.76 per metric ton
from USD 38.10, effective from February 16.
Additionally, the windfall tax on diesel, which was
previously reduced to zero, will now be set at USD
0.021 per liter. However, there will be no change in the
windfall tax rates for aviation turbine fuel (ATF) and
petrol, which will remain at zero. [Reuters]

This adjustment follows a previous increase in the
windfall tax on petroleum crude from USD 24.84 to
USD 38.10 per ton on February 3. The windfall tax was
introduced in July 2022 to impose levies on crude oil
producers and extend taxes on exports of gasoline,
diesel, and aviation fuel, as private refiners sought to
capitalize on high refining margins by selling fuel
abroad rather than domestically. The government
revises the windfall tax rates fortnightly.

India: Workers at Apple supplier plant
stage one-day strike

(Im) Hundreds of workers at an Apple supplier Flex's
manufacturing plant in Tamil Nadu, India, staged a

one-day strike demanding higher wages for the next
three years and the recognition of a union. [Reuters]

The striking workers at Flex, primarily permanent
employees, expressed dissatisfaction with wages, tour
allowances, and medical leave policies. They joined the
Centre of Indian Trade Union, but Flex has been
reluctant to recognize the union at the plant, which
employs around 4,000 people, including non-striking
contractors.
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India: Press Club of India raises concern
over censoring The Caravan article

(fd) The Press Club of India and other activist groups
have raised concern over the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry's directive to “The Caravan” to
remove the February 1 article “Screams from the Army
Post”. The article referred to the alleged killing of three
civilians by the army in Jammu and Kashmir on
December 22 last year. [Madhyamam]

The ministry's decision is based on Section 69 of the
Information Technology Act, which allows the
government to block content that is considered a
threat to national security, sovereignty, or public order.
Censoring the magazine has been criticized by various
organizations such as the Press Club of India, Amnesty
International and the Internet Freedom Foundation.
India’s freedom of press ranks 161 out of 180.

India: Panic as survey in Kashmir and
Jammu seeks personal details, links with
alleged rebels

(fd) Residents of India’s Jammu and Kashmir union
territory have been asked to provide personal details,
including links to armed rebels and CCTV camera
numbers, in questionnaires carried out by the region’s
police forces. This survey, distributed through
mosques and house visits, adds to existing surveillance
measures in the conflict-torn region, and thus, has
raised concerns about privacy violations and potential
misuse of data. While police defend the survey as
routine data collection for crime prevention, rights
activists see it as intrusive and aimed at instilling fear
among Kashmiris. [Al Jazeera]

India: French journalist says she is forced
to leave after being accused of writing
articles damaging to state

(fd) Vannessa Dougnac, a French national who has
worked as a journalist in India for over two decades
and is married to an Indian man has said that she
would have to leave the country following a notice
from New Delhi accusing her of writing articles
damaging to the state. The notice, received last month,
questioned her Overseas Citizenship of India (OCl)
card, which permits her to live and work in India.
Dougnac expressed her inability to work and her
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feeling of being unfairly accused, leading her to
conclude that she cannot continue living in Indi.
[Reuters]

Dougnac's case was raised by French officials during
President Emmanuel Macron's visit to India last month.
India's Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra highlighted
adherence to rules when questioned about the case
during a press briefing in January.

India: Defense Acquisition Council clears
purchases worth USD 10.2 million

(fd) The Defense Acquisition Council (DAC), India's top
decision-making body for capital acquisitions in
defence, has cleared procurements of 15 maritime
aircrafts, six flight refueller aircrafts, sonars, radars,
torpedoes and new generation anti-tank mines worth
USD 10.2 million. [The Indian Express] [Times of India]

The DAC, led by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, also
granted Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) - which do not
guarantee that the purchases will be finalized - for
various acquisitions. These include midair refuellers for
the Indian Air Force, active towed array sonar, heavy
weight torpedoes for Navy submarines, and follow on
support for MH-60R helicopters.

Additionally, amendments to the Defence Acquisition
Procedure were approved to promote procurement
from Indian vendors and encourage advanced
technologies from startups and MSMEs.

The Maldives: Parliament passes bill to
postpone elections until after Ramadan

(aa) The Maldives Parliament has passed a bill
amending the General Elections Act to prevent
elections from taking place during Ramadan, the
holiest month for Muslims worldwide. The decision
came after concerns were raised about low voter
turnout due to the upcoming parliamentary elections -
originally scheduled for March 17 - coinciding with
Ramadan. The bill was passed with a majority vote, but
the election date has not been announced yet.
[ThePrint]

The amendment states that elections cannot be held
during Ramadan, and if scheduled during this time,
they will be postponed until 10 days after Ramadan
ends. Therefore, concerns were raised that those 10
days would exceed the constitutional requirement of
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holding elections 30 days before the expiry of the term
of the current MPs.

The Maldives: 186 foreigners from 12
countries deported for illegal business
activities

(aa) The Maldives has deported 186 foreigners from 12
countries as part of a crackdown on illegal businesses.
The highest number of deportees were from
Bangladesh (83), followed by India (43), Sri Lanka (25),
and Nepal. [Business Today]

Nepal: Court convicts over 100 individuals,
including former officials in illegal
transfer of land case

(Im) A court in Nepal has convicted over 100
individuals, including former government secretaries,
in a case pertaining to the illegal transfer of
government land located at Baluwatar into private
ownership. The verdict ordered the confiscation of
land from 65 individuals and sentenced those
convicted to two years in jail, with varying fines. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Notably, the court acquitted former ministers,
attributing the decisions to policy rather than direct
involvement in corruption. Legal experts and critics
find the verdict sparing political leaders unconvincing,
arguing that such decisions couldn't have happened
without political support.

The case originated from investigations into
irregularities in government and public land, with the
involvement of prominent figures including a
businessman and a Supreme Court justice.

Nepal: Maoist Centre passes statutes with
amendments

(Im) In Nepal, a statute convention of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) has passed an amended
statute, and intends to establish a 199-member central
committee and an 11-member central office-bearers
team from this convention. Of note, the members of
the central committee will be elected directly, a core
demand of party representatives - contrary to the
apparent preferences of the party’'s chairman, Prime
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Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
[The Himalayan Times]

Interestingly, Prime Minister Dahal had previously
stated during the convention's inaugural session that
he would willingly step down from party leadership if
others made a claim, although he does not appear to
support proposals for age and term limits for office
bearers, suggesting a desire to maintain leadership.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Nepali Congress leadership
proposes to hold general convention by
mid-December 2025

(Im) At a central working committee meeting, the
general-secretary of the Nepali Congress, the largest
party in Parliament’s lower house and a member of the
ruling coalition government, has proposed holding the
party's 15th general convention by mid-December
2025. This convention would elect the party's new
leadership, with the general-secretary, Gagan Kumar
Thapa, himself aspiring for the presidency. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The Nepali Congress conducted its most recent general
convention in December 2021. According to the party
charter, each elected body has a tenure of four years.
However, if the general convention cannot be held
within this timeframe, the charter allows for a one-year
extension. Additionally, Nepal's constitution permits a
six-month deferral in the event of an emergency that
impedes the convention's organization.

Thapa's proposal also includes plans to conclude lower
party committee conventions by this November and
district conventions by mid-September 2025. He
proposes giving elected party representatives,
including the president, more authority, allowing the
president to nominate remaining office bearers and
central members.

It is worth noting that these developments coincide
with an ongoing statute convention of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), headed by Nepal's
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal. The Maoist
Centre was the second party to finalize its statutes
through a statute convention after the main opposition
CPN-UML in October 2021 had finalized its statute
through a statute convention and the general
convention was held next month to elect the party
leadership. Against this backdrop, voices are being
raised in the Nepali Congress also for a separate
statute convention, saying the electing party
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leadership becomes the entire focus of the general
convention with little focus on discussing the party
policies.

Nepal: Nepali Congress group aims to put
Hindu state on agenda for party’s central
working committee

(Im) A group within the Nepali Congress, the largest
party in Parliament’s lower house and a member of the
ruling coalition government, is pushing to include the
restoration of a Hindu state in the agenda of the
party's central working committee and the Mahasamiti,
the party’'s highest policy-making body. [The
Kathmandu Post]

This move is led by Congress leader Shankar Bhandari,
with plans to advocate for the reinstatement of
Hinduism within the country's governance and identity.
Nepal historically had been a Hindu kingdom, with the
monarchy and Hinduism deeply intertwined in its
political and cultural fabric. However, significant
changes occurred in 2008 when the South Asian
abolished its centuries-old monarchy and declared
itself a secular state through its interim constitution.

While the campaign for a Hindu state is gaining
attention, some party leaders express doubts about
the likelihood of the proposal being officially included
in the agenda, emphasizing that such decisions
typically originate from the party president and general
secretary. They also emphasize the importance of
upholding the country's secular constitution and
caution against treating the state as an experimental
ground for such ideological shifts.

Nepal: Main opposition party submits
memos on citizens’ problems to
government

(Im) Nepal's main opposition party, the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), has
submitted a memorandum to the Chief Secretary of
the government and various ministries. The memo
encapsulates citizens' issues and suggestions collected
during a campaign along the mid-hill highway route,
spanning from Jhulaghat in Baitadi to Chuwa
Bhanjyang in Mechi, in late 2023. [The Himalayan
Times]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-nt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-nt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ni/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ni/

ML Vice-Chairperson Bishnu Poudel and Chief Whip
Padam Giri presented the memo, urging the
government to address migration concerns and
prioritize the construction of highways and
development initiatives in hilly regions.

Nepal: Opposition lawmaker questions
actions of World Health Organization

(Im) A member of Nepal's main opposition party, the
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist),
has raised concerns about the partnership between
the country's Ministry of Health and Population and
the World Health Organization (WHO). [The
Kathmandu Post]

The lawmaker questioned the discontinuation of a
program launched during the COVID-19 pandemic,
which involved briefing representatives at all levels of
government and was organized by both entities.

Furthermore, she urged the Ministry of Health to take
responsibility for any shortcomings and conduct an
audit of WHO Nepal's practices during the COVID-19
period. She emphasized the importance of
government oversight in health programs funded by
international organizations like WHO to ensure
transparency in hiring practices and prevent funds
from being spent on foreign employees.

Nepal: Half of children with cancer out of
medical service

(Im) Medical professionals in Nepal have warned that
over 50 percent of children with cancer in the country
lack access to hospital care. Despite around 1,500 new
cases yearly, only half receive treatment, with about
400 treated at BP Koirala Memorial Cancer Hospital.
[The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Finance Ministry refutes rumors
about budget cut

(Im) Nepal's Finance Minister Prakash Sharan Mahat
has addressed claims of budget cuts for the current
fiscal year, emphasizing that the budget passed by
parliament cannot be reduced. Mahat clarified that the
budget evaluation conducted mid-term aimed to
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assess progress, not reduce allocations. [The
Himalayan Times]

The government allocated approximately USD 15.1
billion for the current fiscal year, with a budget ceiling
of approximately USD 18.2 billion set for the upcoming
fiscal year 2024/25.

Pakistan: Political stalemate lingers as
majority parties struggle to form coalition
government

(wa/Im) Following contentious national elections in
Pakistan with no clear winner, two traditionally
dominant players of the country's politics - the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) - are grappling to form a
coalition government. However, the process is
complicated by legal challenges to election results,
particularly concerning seats won by both parties.

The February 8 polls ended with independent
candidates backed by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) of jailed former Prime Minister Imran Khan
winning 93 seats, despite the party facing a severe
crackdown from government agencies and security
forces in the weeks before the elections. The PML-N
managed to secure 75 seats while PPP came in third
place with 54 seats. Overall, a total of 13 different
parties managed to win seats, of which six secured
only one. With 134 seats required for a simple majority
out of the 266 directly contested seats, the results
meant no party would be able to form a government
on its own. [AIR No. 7, February/2024, 2]

PML-N and PPP hold coalition talks

Against this backdrop, the PML-N, led by three-times
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, held a fresh
meeting on February 19 with the PPP, led by former
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, to discuss the
possibility of forming a coalition.

The talks between the two parties, bitter rivals of the
PTI, began last week after PML-N nominated Nawaz's
younger brother Shehbaz to become prime minister
again - after his first time from April 2022 to August
2023. Zardari for his part announced conditional
support for Sharif's candidacy, saying the PPP would
not join the government nor take Cabinet posts.
[Reuters]

The decision by the PPP to enter coalition talks with
the PML-N are surprising, given that the party
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leadership had consistently criticized the PML-N
leadership prior to the February 8 polls, saying that
that the PMLN's policies had hurt the country’s
economy. But against the backdrop of the election
results, it is evident that the party understands its role
as kingmaker who can decide and influence who next
rules Pakistan. [Al Jazeera]

PTI endorses former Finance Minister Omar Ayub Khan as
prime ministerial candidate

Meanwhile, PTI leader Imran Khan has endorsed Omar
Ayub Khan as the next Prime Minister. Ayub, facing
multiple criminal charges and in hiding, comes from a
political lineage, with his grandfather Muhammad
Ayub Khan being Pakistan's first military dictator.
Additionally, he has over two decades of political
experience, with his last position being that of the
finance minister - a role that he relinquished in 2022
amid mass resignations of lawmakers loyal to an
ousted Khan. [TIME]

However, independent candidates supported by the
PTl are leading, but to form a government, they still
need to be part of a political party or a coalition. To
bolster its position, PTI has announced an alliance with
a religious group, the minority party Majlis-e-Wahdat-
Muslimeen (MWM), in order to try to form a federal
government and one in Punjab province. [Al Jazeera]

Senior official admits election rigging

Amidst these developments, in a startling turn of
events, a high-ranking official in Rawalpindi - where
the country's powerful military has its headquarters -
openly acknowledged election rigging. The official
revealed that under significant pressure, he altered the
results in favor of independent candidates associated
with the political party led by former Prime Minister
Imran Khan. These candidates were reportedly leading
by substantial margins of over 70,000 votes. [The
Guardian]

His statement implicated not only himself but also key
figures such as the chief election commissioner and
the chief justice of Pakistan, alleging their involvement
in the electoral malpractice. Following his confession,
Chatta was promptly arrested by the authorities.

Major protests and government crackdown

Against this backdrop, on February 17 thousands of
people rallied in more than a dozen cities, including
the capital Islamabad, claiming that the vote was
rigged. [Al Jazeeral]
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Adding to the situation, the government's continued
crackdown on social media platforms, including
restrictions on access to platforms like X, has sparked
outrage and drawn criticism from human rights
organizations. Critics argue that such actions
undermine democratic principles and impede freedom
of expression, exacerbating an already volatile
situation.

Against this backdrop, have warned that even if the
PML-N succeeds in forming a coalition government,
Imran Khan's massive public support suggested
Pakistanis are fed up with the military's intervention in
politics to facilitate family-run parties like PPP and
PML-N to return to power time and again.

Pakistan: JUI-F leader blames military for
toppling Khan government

(nw/Im) Following contentious national elections in
Pakistan, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, leader of the right-
wing Islamist political party Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F), which holds significant influence in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan provinces, accused top
military leaders, including former army chief Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa, of orchestrating the downfall of
Imran Khan's government in 2022.

Rehman specifically claimed that Gen Bajwa and Faiz
Hameed, then Director-General of Pakistan's premier
intelligence agency, were in contact with the JUI-F
during the no-confidence motion against Khan's PTl-led
government, urging all parties to bring a vote of no-
confidence motion.

However, after facing criticism and doubts, Rehman
partially retracted his statement, clarifying that he had
mistakenly named former ISI chief Hameed.
[Devdiscourse]

Pakistan: Government raises petrol prices

(nw) In Pakistan, petrol prices continue to climb.
Following a recommendation by the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (OGRA), the caretaker
government increased petrol prices by approximately
USD 0.03 per liter, now totaling USD 3.32 per liter.
Similarly, the price of diesel rose by approximately 0.1
USD per liter, reaching around USD 3.36 per liter.
These new prices will be effective from February 16 to
29. [Pakistan Today]
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The recent surge in prices, which saw petrol and diesel
rates rise by around USD 1.7 compared to last month,
is attributed to various factors including the ongoing
Gaza conflict, Houthi attacks, and disruptions in oil
vessel movement in the Red Sea. [AIR No.6,
February/2024,6]

Pakistan: Two were killed and 13 others
injured during a vote recount

(nw) During a vote recount in the industrial town of
Hub, Balochistan, an armed clash erupted between
supporters of Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) and
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) candidates, resulting in
two fatalities and 13 injuries. The clash occurred when
the BAP candidate claimed victory on a constitency
seat against the PPP candidate. The latter challenged
the result, prompting the election commission to order
a recount. As supporters from both sides gathered at
the office, tensions escalated, leading to a two-hour
clash with gunfire. [Dawn]

Sri Lanka: Court bars S)B leadership from
removing former army chief Fonseka from
party positions

(Im) The Colombo District Court has issued a 14-day
injunction preventing Sri Lanka's main opposition
party, the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), from
removing Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, the party
chairman, from his positions. This court order
responds to a petition filed by Fonseka and prohibits
the SJB leadership from taking disciplinary actions
against him. [Asian Mirror]

Field Marshal Fonseka played a significant role in the
Sri Lankan Civil War as the Commander of the Sri
Lankan Army, leading the military campaign against
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a militant
separatist organization.

Following his retirement from the military, Fonseka
entered politics and ran for President of Sri Lanka in
2010. However, he was defeated by Mahinda
Rajapaksa. Subsequently, Fonseka was arrested and
court-martialed on various charges, including
corruption and treason, which he claimed were
politically motivated.

After serving time in prison, Fonseka was later released
and granted a presidential pardon. He subsequently
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became involved in politics again, aligning himself with
various political parties over the years, including the
SJB, which he has been associated with more recently.

This development is amidst tensions between Fonseka
and SJB lawmakers over the party's acceptance of
former military commanders Daya Ratnayake and
Daya Sandagiri. Fonseka expressed discontent with SJB
leader Sajith Premadasa's decision to admit Ratnayake,
a former subordinate, to the party without consulting
him.

Sri Lanka: Greenpeace launches South
Asia office in Colombo

(aa) Greenpeace, an international non-governmental
environmental organization, launched its South Asia
regional office in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The launch was
accompanied by the arrival of the Rainbow Warrior, a
famous ship associated with Greenpeace, initiating the
"People For Climate - Greenpeace Indian Ocean Ship
Tour 2024" spanning six days. [Greenpeace]

In Sri Lanka, agriculture and livelihoods are regularly
impacted by the consequences of climate change. The
country's Presidential Advisor on Climate Change
calculates a weather-related loss of USD 50 billion until
2050. 87 percent of the Lankan population will
potentially face extreme weather conditions within the
next two decades. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Interpol ‘Red Notices' issued
against 42 fugitive criminals

(aa) In response to Sri Lanka's request, Interpol has
issued "Red Notices" against 42 alleged criminals who
have fled the country. A Red Notice is a request for law
enforcement agencies worldwide to locate and
provisionally arrest an individual pending extradition.
[Daily Mirror]

Meanwhile, Piyum Hasthika, a criminal gang member
and key associate of notorious drug trafficker "Kudu
Salindu," has been repatriated from Dubai. He is
currently under interrogation by the CID regarding his
involvement in two shootings. [Adaderana]

These developments come in the context of a major,
nationwide anti-crime operation called Yukthiya, which
was initiated in mid-December last year. Within the
first 50 days of the operation, law enforcement
arrested 56,541 suspects. Out of the total arrests,
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49,558 suspects were apprehended for drug offenses,
while others were arrested for various criminal
activities. The seized drugs have an estimated market
value close to USD 25 million. [AIR No. 2, January/2024,
2]

The operation has faced concerns regarding human
rights violations, including reports of arrests without
search warrants and allegations of ill-treatment and
torture.

Sri Lanka: Riot police deployed as
protesting staff take hospital official
hostage

(aa) Riot police were deployed in Sri Lanka following a
situation where protesting staff at the Colombo
National Hospital held the hospital's deputy director
hostage. The demonstrators demanded the removal of
the official from his position due to his critical stance
on the island-wide strike over disparities in allowances.
While the health trade unions decided to call off their
general strike action after the Health Minister had
agreed to discussions, the hospital staff will continue
its demonstration until the appointment of a new
deputy director. [Adaderana] [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: First oil spill incident detected
through satellite surveillance

(aa) For the first time, Sri Lanka has successfully
identified and penalized a company responsible for an
oil spill off its coast using satellite surveillance. A
French company, supported by the so-called
Optimized Ship Detection and Localization program,
detected the oil pollution incident caused by a tanker.
This led to the detention of the vessel and the
admission of the offense by its owner, who accepted
the maximum fine equivalent to approximately USD
75,000. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka's geographical position makes it a pivotal
point along Indian Ocean shipping routes and renders
the island vulnerable to accidental spills and illegal
discharges. In light of this, Colombo partnered up with
the French company, which since September 2023, has
provided over 100 detection reports to Sri Lankan
authorities, demonstrating the efficacy of satellite
technologies in combating marine pollution.
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Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Election committee tells
political parties to cease illegal activities

(pm) The National Election Committee (NEC) has called
on political parties to stop their illegal activities.

Cambodia's election watchdog stated this after the
former senior officials of the Candlelight Party (CP)
urged members of the Senate to vote for the Khmer
Will Party, a political ally of the CP, in the upcoming
Senate elections.

The NEC cited Article 71 of the Law on the Election of
Members of the National Assembly, which applies also
to the election of Senators and which forbids to
“threaten, intimidate, or persuade individuals to give a
thumbs up or swear or promise to vote for any party.”

In an apparent reference to the CP which has been
barred from standing in any elections since last year's
July general poll, the NEC referred to a “political party
without a list of candidates” claiming that it has been
threatening its commune councillors as voters to vote
for this party or that party.

The Senate election will be held on February 24 and
the political parties have been commencing their
electoral campaigns which will last for 14 days, from
February 10-23. Commune councillors will elect 58 of
the 62 Senators. The king will appoint two Senators
and the National Assembly will elect the remaining
two. [Khmer Times 1]
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The CP, which has been for the past years the only
credible rival of the ruling Cambodian People’s Party,
was excluded from the general election in July last year
after the NEC had rejected the party’s election
registration arguing that the CP had only submitted a
copy of the party registration document instead of the
original (see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3].

Critics viewed this move as politically motivated to
sideline a credible contender against the ruling
Cambodian People's Party, which ultimately secured
120 of the 125 seats in the National Assembly [see AR
No. 30, July/2023, 4]. Efforts to regain eligibility for
elections undertaken since then have been
unsuccessful.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Interior also issued
warnings against political intimidation by political
parties for the Senate election, citing voters being
threatened with expulsion from their respective
parties if they failed to vote for certain parties. [Khmer
Times 2]

Cambodia: Hun Many to become Deputy
Prime Minister

(pm) Hun Many, incumbent Minister of Civil Service is
likely to become a Deputy Prime Minister.

Many is the youngest brother of Prime Minister Hun
Manet whose request to convene a meeting of the
National Assembly to vote for Many on February 21
was accepted by the parliament. Two more officials will
also be appointed as senior ministers on the same.

Manet's government is currently comprised of ten
deputy prime ministers.

Many has been active in politics since 2008 along with
his father former Prime Minister Hun Sen. He used to
work as a lawmaker representing Kampong Speu
province and served as Chairman of the National
Assembly commission on Education, Youth and Sport;
Cult and Religious Affairs; Culture and Tourism in 2013
before he became the Minister of Civil Service since
Manet assumed power in August last year. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: 220 observers to monitor
Senate polls
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(pm) The National Election Committee (NEC) has
authorized 220 observers including 39 women from
the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), the Khmer Will
Party (KWP), the National United Front for an
Independent, Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative
Cambodia (FUNCINPEC), and the National Power Party
(NPP) to observe the election process.

With 11,747 candidates, the election covers eight
constituencies and 33 polling stations. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime Minister Hun Manet
urges to expedite crafting of Inspection
Law

(pm) Speaking at the annual Performance Review
Conference at the Ministry of Inspection, that closed
on February 13, Prime Minister Hun Manet urged to
speed up the work on finalizing country’s Inspection
Law and ordered the Ministry of Inspection to set up a
mechanism and standardized practices for monitoring
and evaluating inspections and audits across various
ministries and institutions.

He further underscored the importance of establishing
state institutions by reforming their respective roles,
duties and mechanisms this year. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Anti-fake news commission
formed

(pm) The Ministry of Information’s newly established
anti-fake news commission held its inaugural meeting
on February 12, chaired by Minister of Information
Neth Pheaktra.

Emphasizing the rapid development of technology,
particularly the exponential growth of social media, the
Commission underscored its objectives of combatting
disinformation through monitoring misinformation in
all forms and taking legal actions for national security,
political stability and social order. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Governors ordered to crack
down on illegal gambling sites

(pm) Sar Sokha, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior instructed the governors to crackdown illegal
gambling areas during a meeting of the Anti-Human
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Trafficking Commission of the Cambodia-Thailand
border held at Banteay Meanchey on February 15.

Previous actions were not as effective and had no
significance, the minister conceded, urging all involved
local administrations to pay close attention to monitor
and crackdown against these illicit activities. [Khmer
Times]

Indonesia: Prabowo-Gibran lobbying
coalition with opponent after quick count
victory

(yr) Various quick count results of the Indonesian
presidential election put the Prabowo Subianto-Gibran
Rakabuming Raka pair in the leading position. They
began political lobbying to bring in election opponents
into their coalition.

Deputy Chairman of the Subianto-Raka National
Campaign Team, Ahmad Muzani, acknowledged that
Subianto-Raka would seek to build a coalition with
political opponents when forming the government in
the future.

This move is seen as a strategy to overcome negative
sentiment that emerged during the campaign,
including the controversy regarding Raka's candidacy
age and alleged intervention by President Joko Widodo
(see AiR No. 7, February/2024, 2, No. 46,
November/2023, 2).

Parties that backed both Anies Baswedan-Muhaimin
Iskandar and Ganjar Pranowo-Mahfud Mahmodin pairs
haven't responded to this statement yet. [Kompas]

Meanwhile, Subianto also revealed that he had
received congratulations from several world leaders
for his quick count victory. Among those who gave
congratulations were Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese, Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, and
Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe. The US
government also stated that it would respect the
results of the Indonesian presidential election. [Jakarta
Globe] [VOA]

Indonesia: Presidential candidate
Baswedan urges supporters to be aware
of election fraud
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(yr) Presidential candidate Anies Baswedan expressed
his appreciation for his supporters who he called a
"movement for change."

Even though the official vote counting process is still
ongoing, Baswedan highlighted several shortcomings
in the implementation of the 2024 presidential
election, emphasizing the importance of supervision at
every stage.

Baswedan invited his supporters to remain aware and
report all forms of election fraud. He sees this as an
opportunity to improve elections and strengthen
democracy, while asking his supporters to respect the
ongoing election process. [Tempo]

In a latest development, on February 20, the National
Legal Team for Baswedan-Muhaimin Iskandar stated
that they would take legal action regarding alleged
election fraud that occurred before and during the
voting. They said the alleged fraud involved various
parties, including election organizers and law
enforcement officials. This team is also working with
Ganjar Pranowo-Mahfud Mahmodin's legal team, to
gather evidence. [Kompas 1]

Indonesia: Election violations trigger re-
voting in Central Kalimantan

(yr) The Indonesian General Election Supervisory
Agency (Bawaslu) in Central Kalimantan recommended
re-voting at 14 polling stations in Central Kalimantan
Province due to election violations.

Violations include unregistered voters and individuals
who do not have identification cards but are still
allowed to vote by officials. [Kompas]

Indonesia: Concerns arise over potential
Russian interference in Indonesia’s
election process

(jb) In the aftermath of Indonesia's 2024 elections,
concerns have been raised regarding potential Russian
interference in the electoral process.

In a recent column published by Euronews, Ross
Burley, co-founder, and executive director of the
Centre for Information Resilience (CIR), highlighted the
susceptibility of Indonesia's electoral system to foreign
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manipulation, particularly through disinformation
campaigns.

Burley pointed to Russia as a prominent actor in such
activities, citing its alleged involvement in elections
worldwide, from Brexit to Trump and beyond. He
referenced past instances in Indonesia where
disinformation campaigns aimed to sway public
opinion and undermine the electoral process, including
during the 2019 election campaign.

While the Russian Ambassador to Indonesia, Lyudmila
Georgievna Vorobieva, denied any interference,
concerns persist about the spread of hoaxes and fake
narratives designed to influence voters. [Tempo.co]
[Euronews]

Indonesia: Independent audit for the vote
recapitulation system

(yr) Following public suspicion of the 2024 election vote
recapitulation system (Sirekap), Mahfud Mahmodin,
running mate of presidential candidate Ganjar
Pranowo, has advocated for an independent audit of
the General Election Commission's (KPU) vote
recapitulation system and servers to ensure
transparency and honesty in the election.

Meanwhile, without mentioning the institution’s name,
the KPU stated that Sirekap had been audited by an
independent institution and they had made efforts to
optimize data security. The KPU also emphasized that
Sirekap was a tool, not an official reference for election
results. [Kompas]

Indonesia: Actions demanded in light of
latest numbers of cancer deaths

(jb) Indonesia's Oncology Association recently
disclosed that the country saw 242,988 cancer-related
deaths in 2022, with late detection and limited medical
access as key factors.

Chairman Cosphiadi Irawan highlighted that 408,661
citizens were diagnosed with cancer, urging equitable
distribution of diagnostic tools and therapies
nationwide.

Despite advanced oncology centers in some hospitals,
many patients face barriers to access. Calling for a
national strategy, Irawan emphasized enhanced
diagnostics and timely treatment access.
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Health Minister Budi Gunadi Sadikin advocated for
health system reforms, stressing the cost-effectiveness
and improved recovery chances of early cancer
detection, urging hospitals to refrain from additional
charges for cancer patients under the BPJS scheme.
[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Push for green investment for
sustainable development

(jb) The Indonesian government is actively promoting
green investments to facilitate a transition to clean
energy and reduce carbon emissions for sustainable
development.

Agus Justianto, Director General of Sustainable Forest
Management at the Ministry of Environment and
Forestry, underscored the significance of embracing
clean energy as a crucial step towards sustainable
progress at a seminar in Jakarta recently.

Initiatives include strengthening planning and control
mechanisms through the environmental information
system Amdalnet, a geospatial-based environmental
document information system, and exploring
strategies to harness the economic value of carbon for
managing greenhouse gas emissions.

Justianto emphasized the importance of transparent
and inclusive carbon economic ecosystems to address
climate change challenges while ensuring sustainable
growth through technological advancements,
investments, and governance enhancements. [Antara
News]

Indonesia: Fisheries Ministry unveils area-
based modeling to boost aquaculture
exports

(jb) The Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries has
unveiled modeling for five key commodities, aiming to
drive sustainable aquaculture and elevate Indonesia's
export output.

Prioritizing environmental sustainability and local
employment, the initiative targets shrimp, seaweed,
tilapia, crab, and lobster.

Director General Th Haeru Rahayu highlighted
projections, foreseeing a surge in shrimp exports to
USD 2.1 billion and seaweed exports to USD 658
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million in 2024. The program extends to saline tilapia
and crab cultivation, anticipating exports worth USD 77
million and USD 476 million respectively. Moreover,
efforts to bolster lobster cultivation through
international collaboration aim for a USD 25 million
export boost. [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Government aims for 6,000
tourist villages by 2024

(jb) Minister of Tourism and Creative Economy
Sandiaga Uno has set an ambitious target to develop
6,000 tourist villages by the end of 2024, aiming to
bolster national economic growth. With over 7,500
villages identified as having tourism potential, the plan
seeks to tap into 80 percent f them.

Sandiaga emphasized that these villages could
contribute up to 4.5% of the national GDP and create
over 4.4 million job opportunities in the creative
economy sector. The initiative follows a post-pandemic
surge in tourist village visits, with notable recognition
for Nglanggeran Village in Yogyakarta and Panglipuran
Village in Bali. [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Social security will cover
medical care of election officials

(yr) On February 17, Ali Ghufron Mukti, Head of the
Indonesian Healthcare and Social Security Agency (BPJS
Kesehatan), promised that BPJS Kesehatan will fully
pay for the medical care of ill election officials, as long
as they are registered as active participants in the
National Health Insurance (JKN). They also plan to give
compensation to election officials who died on duty.

Mukti said that BPJS Kesehatan, the Ministry of Home
Affairs, the General Elections Commission (KPU), the
General Election Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu), and
the Presidential Staff Office have all worked together
to try to make sure that all election officials are listed
with JKN.

KPU has recorded that 3,909 election officials fell ill
either during or after performing their duties.
Additionally, as of February 17, fifty-seven officials have
died. [Antara] [Tempo]
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Indonesia: Papua police pursue
perpetrators of Wings Air attack in
Wamena

(jb) Indonesian authorities are intensifying efforts to
apprehend members of an armed Papuan group
responsible for shooting at a Wings Air aircraft on
February 17. The incident occurred at Nop Goliath
Airport in Dekai Sub-district, Yahukimo District,
resulting in minor injuries to a passenger.

Despite the attack, all 36 passengers aboard the flight
from Jayapura to Yahukimo survived. The armed
attackers targeted the aircraft as it approached the
runway for landing.

Investigations are ongoing, with security forces
working to ensure the safety of civilians and deter such
acts of violence in Papua's challenging security
environment. [Tempo.co]

Laos: Highest rates of teen pregnancy in
Southeast Asia

(wn) Recent research has confirmed that the rates of
adolescent pregnancy in Laos are the highest among
all Southeast Asian countries.

The main factors contributing to under-18 pregnancies
include acceptance of child marriages, limited sexual
health knowledge, power imbalances in relationships,
alcohol-induced coercion into sexual intercourse, and
girls’ lack of autonomy. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Government introduces new tax
laws related to e-commerce

(wn) The Ministry of Finance has introduced a new
regulation for all digital shopping platforms.

The new regulation requires VAT-registered
enterprises to include their taxpayer identification
number and VAT certificate in their advertisements.

Microenterprises must display their taxpayer
identification number in their advertising. All digital
shopping platforms must provide information on
purchasing digital products and services. However,
only VAT-registered enterprises must connect their
electronic information to the Tax Revenue Information
Management System (TaxRIS).
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TaxRIS is a government project that modernizes
revenue collection to make tax payments easier,
ensure transparency, and account for all taxes in the
state budget. E-commerce groups must manually
submit revenue, VAT, profit, and salary taxes. Non-
compliance may result in warnings, fines, legal action,
or platform shutdowns.

The new regulations aim to improve tax compliance
among digital shopping platforms in Laos by
simplifying procedures and integrating taxpayer-
identification numbers and VAT certificates in
advertisements. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Government approves wind new
power project

(wn) On February 14, the Lao government signed a
Project Development Agreement (PDA) with Savan
Vayu Renewable Energy Co., Ltd. (SVARE) in Vientiane
Capital, in an effort to boost renewable energy in
Southeast Asia.

The project involves building a 1,200 MW wind power
plant in the Lako Focus Area, Sepon District,
Savannakhet Province, Laos's most significant wind
power development. The wind farm is expected to be
operational by early 2026. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: New international port to be built

(wn) Laos has approved a feasibility study for the
Xiengkok International Port, a project to elevate the
Mekong River into a commercial waterway meeting
international standards.

The project covers over 44 million square meters and
will create a hub integrating transport, trade, and
tourism. The project is expected to bring Laos closer to
its trading partners and usher in a new era of
economic development and regional cooperation.
[Bnn]

Malaysia: Corruption case involving
former Prime Minister Muhyiddin
postponed

(ba) The Sessions Court, the second level of courts in
the Malaysia's hierarchy of courts, has approved the
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prosecution's request for a stay of proceedings in the
money laundering case involving Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin.

This decision is pending an appeal in the Court of
Appeal regarding the dismissal of abuse of power
charges against the former prime minister. Muhyiddin
had been acquitted of four charges by the High Court,
which alleged that he used his position for bribes
totaling USD 48.6 million related to the opposition
Malaysian United Indigenous Party's (Bersatu's) Jana
Wibawa project. The initiative was launched by the
government under the leadership of then Prime
Minister Muhyiddin. This program served as a stimulus
effort in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, aimed at
supporting Bumiputera contractors.

Bumiputera is term used in Malaysia to describe
Malays, the Orang Asli of Peninsular Malaysia, and
various indigenous peoples of East Malaysia. The
Malaysian government carried out policies in the 1970s
designed to favor bumiputeras that included
affirmative action in public education and in the public
sector in a bid to elevate the socioeconomic status of
the economically disadvantaged bumiputera
community.

The prosecution is now appealing this decision, with
the appeal scheduled to be heard on February 28.
Judge Azura Alwi, in her ruling, stated that after
reviewing submissions from all parties, the court
granted the prosecution's application for a stay of
proceedings in the Sessions Court until the disposal of
the appeal.

Bersatu president Muhyiddin is facing two charges of
receiving proceeds from unlawful activities totaling
USD 40.7 million from investment company Bukhary
Equity, deposited into Bersatu's CIMB Bank account
between February 25 and July 16, 2021, and between
February 8 and July 8, 2022. Additionally, Muhyiddin
faces charges of receiving USD 1 million from illegal
activities, transferred to the Sessions Court for a joint
trial, after being charged at the Shah Alam Sessions
Court on March 13 last year. [The Star]

Malaysia: All parties urged to respect
Federal Court's ruling

(ba) All parties are called upon to acknowledge Sultan
of Selangor State Sharafuddin Idris Shah's directive to
respect the Federal Court's ruling on the Nik Elin
Zurina Nik Abdul Rashid case, emphasizing the
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upholding of the Federal Constitution as the
paramount law of the country.

The Sultan's directive is linked to the Federal Court's
decision on February 9, which deemed 16 provisions
under the Kelantan Syariah Criminal Code Enactment
2019 as null and void. Mohd Na'im also confirmed that
the Prime Minister's Department (Religious Affairs)
accepts Sultan Sharafuddin’s decree, emphasizing the
need for the resolution of differences of opinion
through thoughtful deliberation and in a spirit of
celebrating diversity in a knowledgeable and prudent
manner.

Minister in the Prime Minister's Department in charge
of religious affairs, Mohd Na'im Mokhtar, affirmed that
the Special Committee tasked with evaluating the
Selangor State Legislative Assembly's competence in
enacting Islamic laws has consistently been given
sufficient space to delve into issues concerning the
assemblies' capabilities and the jurisdiction of the
Syariah Court, as outlined in Item 1 of the States List in
the Ninth Schedule of the Federal Constitution. He
noted that all recommendations from the special
committee, led by former Chief Justice Tun Zaki Tun
Azmi, will be submitted to the National Council of
Islamic Religious Affairs (MKI). Following that, the
suggestions will be presented to the Council of Rulers
for further refinement and their consent.

Sultan Sharafuddin, in the 71st MKI meeting on
February 15, emphasized the importance of finding a
solution to address any arising issues. He advocated
for a comprehensive examination of methods to
enhance the competency of state legislative
assemblies in enacting Shariah criminal law within the
framework established by the Federal Constitution.
[The Malay Mail] [The Star]

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim expressed a similar
sentiment, stating that it is essential for all relevant
parties to present their recommendations to the
Special Committee Studying Issues Related to the
Competence of the State Legislative Assemblies to
Enact Islamic Laws. He emphasized the importance of
respecting the recent Federal Court decision on the
Kelantan Shariah criminal enactment, emphasizing its
alignment with the Federal Constitution and its
underlying principles. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Court cannot adjudicate
justiciability of King's authority to declare
a state of emergency
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(ba) On February 15, Malaysia’ High Court delivered a
ruling stating that the authority of the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong (King of Malaysia) in proclaiming a state of
Emergency under Article 150 of the Federal
Constitution is beyond the scope of judicial review.

According to Article 150(1) of the Constitution, the King
of Malaysia is empowered to issue a Proclamation of
Emergency in case of a serious situation jeopardizing
the security, economic life, or public order in the
Federation or any part thereof.

Judge Wan Ahmad Farid Wan Salleh, presiding over an
originating summons filed by lawyer Syed Iskandar
Syed Jaafar Al Mahdzar, emphasized that Article 150(8)
that stipulates that the King's declaration of an
emergency state “shall be final and conclusive and
shall not be challenged or called in question in any
court on any ground,” does not violate the
fundamental structure of the Federal Constitution and
cannot be invalidated under Article 40(1), which
mandates the King of Malaysia to act based on Cabinet
advice. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Committee to ensure protection
of companies in the commodity sector
established

(ba) The Ministry of Plantation and Commodities, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Natural Resources,
Environment, and Climate Change, has established a
technical committee to address various concerns
aimed at safeguarding local businesses within the
commodity sector.

Johari Abdul Ghani, the Minister of Plantation and
Commodities, announced on February 16 that the
technical committee's primary objective is to ensure
that Malaysian companies operating in the sector can
conduct their business and engage in exports without
facing any restrictions imposed by foreign countries.

Johari emphasized that the annual export value of
Malaysia's commodity sector exceeds USD 33.5 billion,
with agricommodities contributing 5.2 percent to the
country's gross domestic product and offering
employment opportunities to over one million
individuals.

Furthermore, he highlighted the potential negative
global perception of Malaysia if the country does not
actively participate in addressing deforestation and
environmental sustainability issues. [The Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Mirzan Mahathir granted 30-day
extension to submit his asset declaration

(ba) Mirzan Mahathir, the son of former Prime Minister
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, has been granted a 30-day
extension to disclose his assets, as confirmed by the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC).

Both Mirzan and his brother applied for an extension,
while Mirzan's younger brother, Mokhzani, has not yet
been granted additional time.

The request for an extension stems from the brothers'
difficulty in complying with the Section 36 order of the
MACC Act, which mandates the declaration of assets
within a 30-day period. They argued that the given
timeframe was insufficient to account for assets
accumulated over a span of four decades.

The nature of the investigation remains unclear.
Initially, the deadline for submitting their asset
declarations was set to expire in the middle of the
current month. The MACC has specifically sought a
comprehensive list of assets dating back to 1981,
coinciding with the year Dr Mahathir assumed the role
of prime minister. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Spouse of former finance
minister seeks return of confiscated
passport

(ba) Na'imah Abdul Khalid, the spouse of ex-finance
minister Tun Daim Zainuddin, has submitted a request
to the High Court seeking the return of her passport.

Her passport had been confiscated pending the
resolution of her asset disclosure case.

On January 23, as a component of the bail conditions
related to her criminal charge for purportedly not
complying with a Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) notice to disclose her assets,
Na'imah was instructed to surrender her passport to
the Sessions Court. [The Malay Mail]

Furthermore, the High Court scheduled a hearing for
March 13 to consider an application by Na'imah. Justice
Ahmad Bache, in charge of case management, on
February 19 designated the date and directed both
parties to submit written submissions to the court by
March 4. [The Star]
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Malaysia: Home Minister requests briefing
on non-governmental organizations
members included in FBI terrorism
watchlist

(ba) Malaysia's Home Minister has made a request for
a briefing from the police regarding the inclusion of
three Malaysians on the US Federal Bureau of
Investigation's consolidated terrorism watchlist.

In response to the listing of three members from
different Islamic NGOs on the Terrorist Screening
Centre (TSC) watchlist on February 19, Minister
Saifuddin Nasution Ismail mentioned that he became
aware of the situation only "a day or two ago."

He has reached out to the Inspector-General of Police,
Tan Sri Razarudin Husain, to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the matter. The Minister emphasized
that the FBI has requested information regarding the
watchlist, and they are working to ascertain the
accurate facts before providing further details. [The
Star]

Myanmar: NGO urges investigation into
killing of journalist

(jb) The Committee to Protect Journalists is urging the
Myanmar government to thoroughly investigate the
death of journalist Myat Thu Tan, whose body was
discovered in a bomb shelter at a military camp in
Rakhine State. Alongside six other political detainees,
Tan's body bore signs of torture.

Held in pre-trial detention since September 2022, Tan
had not been tried or convicted of any crime. He faced
accusations of disseminating defamatory information
under Section 505(a) of Myanmar's Penal Code, a
provision expanded after the 2021 coup to target
critics of the military.

Tan, a former reporter for the Democratic Voice of
Burma, advocated for democracy and human rights.
Jurist] [International Federation of Journalists]

Myanmar: Junta increases forced
conscription efforts
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(jw/mg) The military junta in Myanmar has accelerated
its recruitment efforts, aiming to add 50,000 personnel
per year to replenish its armed forces.

After the military had announced its plan to enforce
the country's Conscription Law (see AiR No. 7,
February/2024, 2), the military regime created a central
committee led by Defense Minister Tin Aung San to
draft individuals over 18. Those who fail to comply may
face three to five years in prison.

On February 14, the committee formed branches in
each state and region to enforce the law. These
branches will be led by the chief minister and deputy
regional military commander.

According to the junta, around 6 million men and 7
million women are eligible for compulsory military
service. He furthered that 5,000 people will be drafted
each month and that women would be conscripted in
the fifth batch.

In addition, successive governments will continue to
enforce the military draft.

Under the law, men aged 18 to 35 and women aged 18
to 27 will be called to enlist for up to two years. For
specialized individuals like doctors and engineers, the
age range is extended to 18-45 for men and 18-35 for
women, and they are expected to serve up to three
years.

However, mandatory service can be extended by up to
five years during a state of emergency. The military
regime has instituted a state of emergency since
February 2021 and recently extended emergency rule
on January 31.

In addition to the newly enforced Conscription Law,
the junta activated a Reserve Forces Law to send
veterans back to front lines. Under the current law, all
veterans must serve in the reserve forces for five years
after resignation or retirement. [The Irrawaddy] [Radio
Free Asia]

Myanmar: Deadly airstrikes conducted

(jb) A wave of airstrikes in northern Myanmar's Kachin
state has left six civilians dead, including two children,
and 13 others injured, according to rescue workers
speaking to US government-funded news service Radio
Free Asia.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ft/

The strikes, which targeted Si Hkam Gyi village,
followed a joint resistance attack on a regime base by
the Kachin Independence Army and Arakan Army.

Residents fled as bombs rained down, with hundreds
trapped in surrounding villages.

The ongoing conflict has displaced millions and
claimed over 1,400 civilian lives since the coup in 2021.
[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Ten civilians executed by junta
forces and regime-supported militia

(jw) Ten men from villages in Magwe's Gangaw
Township were arrested and executed on February 14
after raids by junta troops and regime-affiliated
militias, according to local media.

Seven men were killed from Thin Taw village, and 20
homes were set ablaze. 17 civilians, which includes two
children, were also arrested.

Two men were killed in Swebo village, and one was
executed in Yay Taw. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Residents of Muse township
flock for border passes amid conflict fears

(jb) Residents of Muse Township in Shan State are
rushing to obtain China-Myanmar border passes amid
fears of escalating conflict post-Chinese New Year. Job
scarcity and the looming threat of renewed clashes
drive residents from nearby towns to join the queue.

Reports suggest individuals resort to bribes or selling
token numbers for expedited processing. Despite
official announcements of fixed-term passes, locals
face exorbitant fees through brokers.

Authorities issue a limited number of passes daily,
prompting overnight waits.

Although Muse and Namhkam are relatively calm, the
surge in pass applications reflects the region's job
scarcity and concerns about conflict in the country.
[BNI]
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Myanmar: Arakan Army escalates attacks
on junta

(jb) The conflict in Myanmar's Rakhine State escalates
as the Arakan Army (AA), the military wing of
Arakanese political organization United League of
Arakan in northernmost Kachin state, intensifies its
assaults on junta strongholds in Maungdaw, Ramree,
and Rathedaung.

The AA's persistence in attacks, aiming for junta troops'
surrender, prompts a fierce response, with
coordinated bombings from the military.

Ramree town has faced heavy bombardment,
becoming the most targeted in the state, while
Rathedaung follows closely. Recent clashes focus on
Rathedaung Township, with AA targeting the Bawdhi
Kone outpost defended by the junta.

Amidst the turmoil, reports emerge of civilian targeted
by the military, exemplified by the seizure of fishing
boats and arrests of fishermen. [Dhaka Tribune]

Myanmar: Rebels close in on junta forces

(mg) The Arakan Army began an assault on the junta’s
battalions in seaside township Rathedaung on
February 14. According to residents, the junta have
retaliated in the area by shelling artillery.

Since the collapse of the Chinese-brokered ceasefire in
November, the Arakan Army has seized control of
three townships in the Rakhine state, as well as a
military post on the Bangladesh border - the city of
Paukraw and Taung Pyo.

Meanwhile, the junta army has been preparing
defensive forts for another attack. Locals also said that
family members of junta soldiers were flown out of the
area.

Despite the junta’s alleged preparation, the AA
released a statement on February 14 claiming to have
two high-ranking junta officials in their custody. [Radio
Free Asia]

Myanmar: Military junta loses a dozen
troops over three days
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(jw) Junta forces lost at least a dozen troops across
Myanmar over three days in clashes with the People's
Defense Forces (PDF) and other ethnic armed forces.

The military regime suffered extensive defeats in the
Rakhine State against the Arakan Army, where rebel
troops have managed to destroy or cripple military
gunboats, landing craft, and military vessels.

Drone strikes conducted by the Natogyi People's
Defense Force killed two junta officers in Pyin Si Village.
The regime forces there were known for extorting
money from civilians.

Seven pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia members were
killed and five were arrested when resistance group
Young Force UG ambushed Myaing Township in the
west-central city of Magwe.

Dog Killers PDF (Myinmu), along with six other anti-
regime resistance groups, said that they attacked
regime forces stationed at the Myanmar Economic
Bank in Myinmu.

Dawei PDF said that they dropped five bombs on a
military base in Pae Dat Village, killing two junta
officers. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Anti-Rakhine leaflets

(jw) After junta troops suffered defeats to the Arakan
Army, leaflets promoting anti-ethnic sentiment began
appearing in Bamar-majority cities including Yangon
and Mandalay.

Bamar people are a Tibeto-Burman ethnic group of
approximately 35 million people making up Myanmar's
largest ethnic group and accounting for 68 percent of
the country's population.

The leaflets urged Bamar people to boycott Rakhine-
owned stores and demanded that ethnic Rakhine
people return to their home state.

No one has claimed responsibility for the hate
campaigns yet. Analysts and residents believe that
these campaigns were initiated by junta-backed
nationalist groups. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: New Mon State Party scraps
negotiations with the regime
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(mg) An offshoot of an ethnic Mon organization, which
has been in negotiations with the military, has
announced they are no longer willing to continue talks.

As they joined the rebel forces on February 14, the
New Mon State Party claimed their talks with the junta
were unable to ensure national equality.

Back in 2018, the New Mon State Party signed the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement along with some 9
other ethnic groups. They maintained their neutrality
through the 2021 coup d'etat, however now appear to
have had enough. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Regime naval ship evacuates
330 defeated troops and civilians from
Bangladesh

(mg) 330 troops and civilians who fled fighting in
Rakhine State with the Arakan Army boarded a ship to
be taken from Cox’s Bazar to the Rakhine capital
Sittwe, as confirmed by Bangladeshi officials.

Commenting on the move, Border Guard Bangladesh
chief Major General Mohammas Ashrafuzzaman
Siddiqui stressed that no more troops would be
allowed to cross the border from Rakhine State. He
added that seized weapons would be handed back in a
separate process.

The decision has been scrutinized by the opposition
Amar Bangladesh Party, newly formed by former
leader of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, the the largest
Islamist political party, who say the decision to hand
back troops without being interrogated over the
Rohingya genocide first was “irrational”, criticizing the
authorities for missing a key opportunity to negotiate
with the junta over the repatriation of 1.3 million
Rohingya refugees currently sheltering in Bangladesh.
[The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: House of Representative
adheres to President Marcos
constitutional reform

(ms) The House of Representatives has announced its
support to President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s directive
to focus solely on economic provisions in the proposed
amendments to the Constitution to lift existing
restrictions on foreign investment, during a press
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conference by House Ways and Means Committee on
February 12.

The House will unequivocally follow the President's
lead in this matter, citing the need for immediate
action to address global competition exacerbated by
increased interest rates in the United States. The
proposed amendments aim to stimulate economic
growth by removing restrictive provisions and
attracting foreign investments, which have lagged
behind neighboring countries such as Indonesia and
Vietnam.

Especially concerns over the Philippines' relatively
lower foreign direct investment (FDI) compared to
regional counterparts showcase the need for
constitutional reforms to bolster FDI inflows. The
reforms would facilitate job creation, higher wages,
and enhanced productivity, ultimately contributing to
sustained economic growth, was argued during the
press conference.

President Marcos Jr. reaffirmed his administration's
commitment to economic reforms during the recent
observation of "Constitution Day 2024" in Makati City.
He clarified that proposed changes would exclusively
focus on economic matters to propel the country
towards upper-middle-class income status by 2025.
[Philstar]

Meanwhile, tensions within the political landscape
have escalated, notably between President Marcos Jr.
and former President Rodrigo Duterte, father of Vice
President Sara Duterte-Carpio and the proposed
constitutional reforms have intensified this rift, with
critics from the Duterte camp alleging that Marcos
aims to transition the country to a parliamentary
system in the course of the reform. They fear this
move could consolidate power within Marcos's circle,
allowing him to potentially position House Speaker
Martin Romualdez, his cousin, as his successor before
the next presidential election in 2028.

While Duterte-Carpio has attempted to remain neutral,
her familial ties and political positioning have placed
her in a delicate situation. Despite her efforts to
navigate the political landscape, the looming specter of
constitutional reform adds another layer of complexity
to an already fraught alliance between the Marcos and
Duterte. [Al Jazeera] [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Allegations of abuse and
political connections in the Quiboloy case
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(ms) A senate testimonies have shed light on
allegations of abuse and political connections involving
Apollo Quiboloy, leader of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ
(KJC) sect, former President Rodrigo Duterte, and his
daughter, Vice President Sara Duterte.

A witness, referred to as Rene, testified about his
experiences working at Quiboloy's Glory Mountain
compound, alleging instances of forced labor, physical
abuse, and the provision of firearms to the Dutertes.

Rene's testimony detailed his time as a landscaper at
Glory Mountain, where he claimed to witness
Quiboloy's arrival via helicopter with bags containing
various firearms. He alleged that these bags were later
taken by the Dutertes upon their departure.
Additionally, Rene spoke of a system within the KJC
that enforced daily quotas for soliciting alms, with
punishment for failure to meet targets.

These allegations come amidst a Senate inquiry into
the activities of Quiboloy and the KJC, initiated by
Senator Risa Hontiveros. The committee's issuance of a
subpoena against Quiboloy indicates the seriousness
with which these accusations are being treated.

Quiboloy's legal team has indicated that he will only
address the allegations in court, while the Dutertes
have yet to respond to requests for comment. The
allegations against Quiboloy are not isolated incidents.
In 2020, similar accusations of sexual abuse surfaced
during a Senate hearing, with three women alleging
assault by Quiboloy. Moreover, Quiboloy faces an
indictment in the United States for alleged involvement
in a sex-trafficking operation. [BNN] [GMA News]

Philippines: Supreme Court issues
guidelines on criminal accountability of
minors

(ms) In a recent ruling, the Supreme Court has issued
comprehensive guidelines for determining the criminal
accountability of minors involved in criminal offenses.
The decision comes as a response to the need for a
standardized approach in assessing the discernment of
minors, aged between 15 and 18, who commit crimes,
aiming to ensure fairness and consistency in legal
proceedings involving children in conflict with the law.

According to the guidelines, discernment, defined as
the capacity of a child to understand the difference
between right and wrong and the consequences of
their actions at the time of the offense, will be a crucial
factor in determining accountability. The assessment
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of discernment is initially conducted by a social worker
and later confirmed by the court.

The Supreme Court emphasized that discernment
involves not only understanding the moral and
psychological aspects of criminal responsibility but also
highlighted various criteria to be considered, such as
the nature of the crime, the minor's behavior before,
during, and after the offense, and any attempts to
conceal evidence or silence witnesses.

Importantly, the guidelines clarify that there is no
presumption of discernment, and the prosecution
bears the burden of proving, beyond reasonable
doubt, that the minor acted with discernment. This
underscores the necessity for thorough examination of
the facts and circumstances surrounding each case to
ensure proper adjudication.

The ruling reaffirms the principles outlined in the
Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 2006, which
established the juvenile justice system in the
Philippines. [Rappler] [The Manila Times]

The publication of the guidelines was prompted by a
verdict in a murder case against a 17-year-old from
2014, on whose pronouncement a petition for review
was filed with the Supreme Court, which has now been
complied with the current guidelines. But even apart
from the current ruling, the punishment of minors is a
recurring theme in Philippine politics. Especially under
President Ferdinand Marcos' Jr. predecessor Rodrigo
Duterte, there were repeated calls for stronger
punishments for juveniles, including lowering the
minimum sentencing age from 15 to 9, demands that
were strongly criticized both inside and outside the
country (read more on this on Human Rights Watch;
Vera Files).

Philippines: Possible inclusion of E-
Motorcycle during review of EV tariffs

(ms) The executive order (EO) that modified tariff rates
for electric vehicles (EVs) is set for review on February
21, with stakeholders hopeful for its expansion to
include e-motorcycles in the list of vehicles eligible for
tax breaks.

EO No. 12, enacted on February 20, 2023 to
complement the Electric Vehicle Industry Development
Act (EVIDA), aimed to promote green transport and
reduce carbon emissions by mainstreaming EVs (see
full text). While the order granted lower tariff rates to
various EVs and their components, it excluded e-
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motorcycles, subjecting them to a 30 percent import
charge. This omission has drawn criticism from
industry stakeholders, especially considering
motorcycles comprise the majority of vehicles in the
Philippines.

The review presents an opportunity to address these
critiscm and further expand the adoption of
environmentally friendly transportation solutions in
the country. [Philstar] [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Salary increase for minimum
wage workers

(ms) In a move aimed at improving the lives of workers,
the Regional Tripartite Wages and Productivity Board -
XI (RTWPB-XI) has greenlit a wage increase for
employees in the Davao Region. The decision, set to
take effect on March 6, will see minimum wage earners
receiving a boost of about USD 0,5 (P 38.00) per day, to
be implemented in two phases.

The first USD 0,25 will be implemented in March and
the second half is scheduled for September 1, this
year. This adjustment will bring the minimum daily
wage for non-agricultural sector workers to USD 8,24
(P462.00) and for agricultural sector workers to USD
8,15 (P457.00).

Also domestic workers, will see their wages rise on
March 6. Chartered cities and first-class municipalities
will now offer a minimum monthly wage of USD 107
(P6,000), while other municipalities will provide USD 89
(P5,000).

The decision is expected to directly benefit over
132,000 minimum wage earners and 64,000 household
workers in the region. Furthermore, it is anticipated to
indirectly impact around 316,558 full-time wage and
salary workers, with potential upward adjustments in
enterprise-level wages. [Sunstar] [The Manila Times 1]

As the region prepares to implement these changes,
attention is also drawn to ongoing efforts to support
other sectors affected by external factors. The
presidential office pledges to aid around 4000 farmers
grappling with the effects of El Nifio in various regions,
by providing them with heat-tolerant seed, domestic
animals and financial aid. [The Manila Times 2]

Philippines: Launch of submarine cable
network for faster internet
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(ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. inaugurated the
Philippine Domestic Submarine Cable Network
(PDSCN) on February 15. The project, spanning over
2,500 kilometers, promises to revolutionize internet
connectivity across the Philippine archipelago.

During the lighting ceremony President Marcos
expressed unwavering confidence in the PDSCN's
potential to elevate the country's digital landscape. The
network, developed by InfiniVAN Inc. in collaboration
with Globe Telecom and Eastern Telecommunications,
stands as the longest and highest capacity domestic
submarine fiber cable network in the Philippines. It
interconnects various islands from Quezon to
Zamboanga.

President Marcos hailed the PDSCN as a game changer
in the nation's pursuit of internet interconnectivity and
digital advancement. He emphasized its role in
realizing the administration's vision of a modernized
Philippines, dubbed "Bagong Pilipinas" or New
Philippines. The President's enthusiasm was palpable
as he anticipated faster fiber internet speeds and more
efficient digital services for Filipino citizens.

The PDSCN not only promises faster internet but also
aims to position the Philippines as an attractive
destination for technology-centric businesses,
including hyperscale data centers and Al computing.
President Marcos reiterated the government's
commitment to supporting public-private sector
investment and fostering an environment conducive to
technological innovation. [Philstar] [Presidential
Communications Office] [The Manila Times]

Philippines: San Miguel Corporation wins
USD 3 billion airport redevelopment
project

(ms) In a move that surprised many, the Philippines
has chosen domestic conglomerate San Miguel
Corporation over India's GMR Group to lead the USD 3
billion overhaul of Manila's Ninoy Aquino International
Airport (NAIA). Despite GMR's reputation for ensuring
long-term business viability, San Miguel's aggressive
revenue-sharing proposal, alongside its partnership
with South Korea's International Airport Corp, clinched
the deal.

San Miguel's consortium pledged to deliver 82.16
percent of all revenues to the government, except for
passenger service charges, far surpassing GMR's offer
of 33.3 percent. This bold bid reflects San Miguel's
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strategic vision, particularly as it concurrently develops
a new international airport in Bulacan.

While skepticism lingers regarding the project's
commercial viability, proponents argue that San
Miguel's long-term perspective aligns with the nation's
future aviation needs. With the NAIA operating at 50
percent over capacity and the Philippines projecting a
demand of 100 million passengers annually by 2050,
the modernization endeavor is deemed imperative.
[Bloomberg] [Nikkei Asia]

Aside from the high revenue-sharing shares, personal
relationships may have played a role in the
negotiations as well, with Ramon S. Ang head of the
San Miguel Corp. considered part of the inner circle of
President Marcos Jr. and the Marcoses in general.

Philippines: Military Bans TikTok Amid
Cybersecurity Concerns

(ms) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has
issued a ban on the use of TikTok among military
personnel, citing cybersecurity risks associated, citing
US research. The directive, which covers both personal
and work phones of uniformed personnel, aims to
mitigate potential espionage threats posed by the
popular Chinese-owned social media app.

The AFP emphasized the ban, highlighting concerns
over the app's permissions, which include access to the
microphone, camera, and messages of users and
underscores that despite being developed in China,
TikTok is not utilized within the country, raising
suspicions about its potential misuse elsewhere.

The decision to prohibit TikTok follows similar actions
taken by other nations, including the United States,
India, and Canada, amid fears that the app could
compromise sensitive data. Research conducted in the
US revealed that TikTok possesses listening to
capabilities, enabling potential eavesdropping through
users' phones.

The AFP clarified that the ban is unrelated to ongoing
geopolitical tensions between the Philippines and
China, emphasizing the broader cybersecurity
implications of using other foreign-made apps and
services like Siri and Alexa. However, only TikTok is
affected by the current ban, which at least leaves open
the assumption that the tense relations with China are,
despite the clear refusal, is not unrelated in the
decision.
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The Philippines thereby joins a list of several countries
that have expressed clear security concerns about
TikTok and associated espionage fears against China.
[Philstar] [The Defense Post] [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Arrest of US listed Islamic
State facilitator, in ongoing anti-terrorist
efforts

(ms) Philippine law enforcement agencies, on February
15, arrested Myrna Mabanza, a woman listed on the
U.S. terror watchlist, for her alleged involvement in
transferring funds to Isnilon Hapilon, a key figure in the
Islamic State network in Southeast Asia. Mabanza's
arrest in the southern town of Indanan in Sulu
province signifies a step forward in efforts to combat
terrorism financing in the region.

Mabanza's role in transferring significant funds to
Hapilon, as well as facilitating the travel of pro-ISIS
groups from Indonesia to the Philippines for arms
procurement and training, highlights the persistent
challenges posed by extremist networks. Her
apprehension is seen as a positive development as the
Philippines aims to exit the Financial Action Task
Force's (FATF) grey list, which identifies jurisdictions
with strategic deficiencies in their anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorism financing regimes.
[Philippines’ Department of Defense] [Reuters]

However, the arrest comes amidst ongoing
confrontations between Philippine military forces and
militants associated with Dawlah Islamiyah. In a recent
clash near Munai town in Lanao del Norte province, at
least six soldiers and three rebels lost their lives, with
four soldiers sustaining injuries. General Romeo
Brawner Jr., the military chief, has pledged to pursue
justice for the fallen soldiers, emphasizing the
military's commitment to defeating local terrorist
groups.

This incident follows previous military operations
targeting Dawlah Islamiyah, which was implicated in a
bombing last December, resulting in fatalities and
injuries. The skirmishes underscore the persistent
threat posed by militant groups in the region and the
challenges faced by security forces in maintaining
peace and security.

As the Philippines continues its efforts to combat
terrorism and terrorism financing, the arrest of
Mabanza reflects the collaborative work of law
enforcement agencies. However, the casualties
suffered in recent clashes serve as a stark reminder of
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the ongoing sacrifices made in the fight against
terrorism and the need for sustained efforts to ensure
the safety and security of all citizens. [ABC News] [Al
Arabiya News]

Singapore: Finance Minister presents
budget for fiscal 2024, promises to
support households, companies

(Im) In his 2024 budget speech, Singapore’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Lawrence Wong
unveiled the country's financial outlook, revealing both
challenges and measures to address them. Despite
efforts to manage expenses, the budget deficit for
2023 widened to USD 2.67 billion, surpassing earlier
estimates. However, a slight surplus of USD 800 million
is anticipated for the upcoming 2024 fiscal year.

To alleviate the economic strain caused by rising
prices, particularly amidst global inflationary
pressures, Wong outlined a series of support
measures. These include bolstering assistance for
households and businesses, with an emphasis on
enhancing affordability and providing relief. Notable
initiatives comprise additional vouchers, cash
handouts, and utility bill rebates totaling SG$1.9 billion.
Moreover, a 50% personal income tax rebate for 2024,
amounting to SG$350 million, aims to ease financial
burdens for individuals.

A significant policy shift was also announced with the
introduction of a temporary financial support scheme
for retrenched workers. This move marks a departure
from Singapore's longstanding approach, which lacked
unemployment benefits. The new initiative seeks to aid
affected individuals during transitional periods by
providing financial assistance while they pursue
retraining or seek suitable employment opportunities.

Businesses will receive substantial support through the
Enterprise Support Package, valued at SG$1.3 billion.
This comprehensive plan includes a 50% corporate
income tax rebate and cash incentives for companies
that hired local employees in 2023. These measures
aim to alleviate operational costs and encourage hiring
amid economic challenges.

Additionally, the government introduced the
Refundable Investment Credit scheme to attract
investments, particularly in strategic sectors that
benefit Singapore's long-term growth. This initiative
offers tax credits for significant investments, with
unused credits refunded to companies in cash,
providing further incentives for investment. [CNBC]
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Singapore: Power cuts, cyberattacks
staged across country to mark 40 years of
total defence

(Im) Singapore has launched Exercise SG Ready, a
nationwide exercise commemorating 40 years of Total
Defence Day, which marks the day when British forces
surrendered to the Japanese during World War Il in
1942. More than 500 organizations are participating in
simulated attacks, including disruptions to power,
water, and food supplies, as well as cyberattacks and
disinformation campaigns.

Against this backdrop, Deputy Prime Minister Wong
emphasized the importance of Total Defence in the
face of evolving threats, urging Singaporeans to learn,
reflect, and practice readiness. Meanwhile, Defence
Minister Ng highlighted the relevance of Total Defence
amid global turmoil and stressed its collective and
continuous effort by all Singaporeans. [ChannelNews
Asia] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: 1,100 graduate as armed forces
specialized, military experts

(Im) 1,100 graduands from various branches of the
Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) have been conferred as
Specialists and Military Experts, marking the
completion of the 22-week Specialist Cadet Course for
graduands from the Singapore Army, the Republic of
Singapore Navy, the Republic of Singapore Air Force,
and the Digital and Intelligence Service. The event was
attended by senior SAF commanders, as well as
families and friends of the graduands. [MINDEF
Singapore]

Thailand: Ex-Premier Thaksin released on
parole; prosecutors will further probe
possible royal defamation

(bk) On February 18, Thailand's former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra was granted parole due to his
advancing age and deteriorating health. He was
released from a Bangkok hospital where he had been
serving a six-month sentence for corruption-related
offenses. [Thai PBS World 1] [The New York Times]

Thaksin, who was removed in a military coup in
September 2006 returned to Thailand in August last
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year, after 15 years of self-imposed exile. Following the
return, he was sentenced to eight years in prison over
his involvement in three corruption cases. But days
later, the king commuted Thaksin’s sentence to one
year, fueling speculation that he had struck a deal with
powerful royalists. The former premier was
subsequently moved from Bangkok Remand Prison to
Police General Hospital for poor health and has been
staying there ever since.

Earlier this month, then, the former premier was
among 930 inmates whose release on parole was
approved by a parole committee. Thaksin met parole
criteria for being aged over 70, suffering serious illness
and having served at least six months of his one-year
prison term. [AIR No. 7, February/2024, 2].

In the week leading up to the release, several
developments occurred.

On February 13, at the monthly dinner gathering
attended by cabinet ministers, coalition party figures,
and government MPs, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
affirmed his commitment to serve his entire four-year
term, stating there were no conflicts among parties in
the coalition government. [Bangkok Post]

The next day, supporters of the Network of Students
and People for Reform of Thailand gathered at the Police
General Hospital to demand transparency regarding
Thaksin's medical conditions. This came after the
group earlier this month had rallied near the
Government House, demanding the former premier's
return to prison and investigations into the state
officials involved in his release [see AR No. 6,
February/2024, 1].[Thai PBS World 2]

Meanwhile, opposition leader Chaithawat Tulathon
from the progressive Move Forward Party cautioned
against the potential for a "dual premiership" in Thai
politics, in light of Thaksin's release, and urged Prime
Minister Srettha and the ruling Pheu Thai Party to act
cautiously to avoid allegations of Thaksin's interference
in their governance. He emphasized the risk of
confusion over leadership roles and decision-making
authority. [The Nation]

Additionally, the Move Forward Party issued a
statement on February 18 reflecting the widespread
suspicion that Thaksin had received preferential
treatment because of the political influence he can still
wield. While acknowledging Thaksin's past unfair
treatment, including his overthrow in a military coup
and judicial convictions, the current circumstances had
raised questions over whether he benefited from
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double standards in the justice system, it said. [Thai
PBS World]

Crucially, however, Thaksin's legal troubles continue as
Thai authorities earlier this month announced a probe
into potential royal defamation charges related to
comments he made in 2016 [see AIR No. 7,
February/2024, 2]. On February 19 - a day after his
release on parole for the separate corruption case -
prosecutors announced they would assess the case
further and summon Thaksin in April, with possible
prosecution pending the investigation's outcome.
[Voice of America]

Thailand: Fallout from royal motorcade
incident sparks public discord, political
debates

(bk/msz/tt) Recent days witnessed the continued
fallout from the incident earlier this month involving a
car attempting to overtake a royal motorcade carrying
Princess Sirindhorn.

Media reported that the car carrying two prominent
activists, Tantawan Tuatulanon and Natthanon
Chaimahabutra,was in was honking and trying to
overtake a royal motorcade carrying Princess
Sirindhorn, the sister of King Maha Vajiralongkorn, on
a Bangkok expressway on February 4. Tantawan later
did a live broadcast on her social media account
showing her arguing with police who were blocking
cars for the motorcade. [AIR No. 7, February/2024, 2]

The incident triggered a public row on February 10 that
escalated into brawls between ultra-royalists and
monarchy-reform activists that left more than a dozen
people injured. On the political arena, there have been
subsequent calls from conservative parties to
strengthen both security protocols and legal measures
for royal protection. [AIR No. 7, February/2024, 2]

On February 12, Tantawan and Natthanon were
arrested and charged with sedition and computer
crime for allegedly harassing the royal motorcade,
which can lead to seven years in prison. Two days later,
the Criminal Court denied them bail and approved a
police request to detain them for another 12 days.
After that, the duo vowed to wage a hunger strike in
prison and not to continue to seek bail. [Thai PBS
World 1] [The Nation Thailand]

Two days later, Parliament became embroiled in the
discourse, with the main opposition Move Forward
Party (MFP) presenting a motion urging the
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government to address the rising violence between
monarchy reformists and royalists. Notably, the MFP
presented a photo allegedly linking Deputy Interior
Minister Chada Chaiseth to a group involved in
attacking the activists on February 10. The latter
vehemently denied supporting violence but claimed to
have information suggesting support from "certain"
MPs' assistants to the monarchy reform group. [The
Nation]

Meanwhile, many royalists across Thailand showed
support for Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on
Valentine's Day by wearing purple, her associated
birthday color. In provinces like Chiang Mai, Lampang,
and Uthai Thani, known for supporting the ruling
coalition Pheu Thai and Bhumjaithai parties,
government officials and locals gathered for
ceremonies dressed in purple. [Thai PBS World 1] [Thai
PBS World 2]

Later in the week, the Defence Ministry informed that
the King had a long time ago ordered temporary road
closures for royal motorcades to cease due to
concerns for other motorists. It also said that in light of
the decision, the police are now tasked with managing
traffic during such motorcades. [Thai PBS]

In related updates, after a cabinet session on February
13, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin urged the public to
join civil servants and state enterprise employees in
wearing yellow shirts every Monday as a gesture of
loyalty to the King in honor of his upcoming 72nd
birthday on July 28. Yellow is widely regarded as the
color associated with the Thai monarchy. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Election Commission sets
regulations for election of Parliament’s
upper house

(Im) Thailand's Election Commission has set forth
regulations for the upcoming elections to Parliament’s
upper house, aimed at replacing the current members
whose five-year term is set to conclude on May 11. The
regulations stipulate that elections must occur at least
30 days before the current senators' terms expire. [The
Nation] [Bangkok Post]

Per the constitution, the new Senate will consist of 200
members, a reduction of 50 compared to the current

Senate. The existing Senate was appointed by the King
with approval from the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO), the military junta in power in May 2019.
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Candidate applications will commence 15 days
following the enforcement of the Royal Decree on
Election of Members of the Senate, with submissions
required within 5 to 7 days. District-level elections
must be held within 20 days of the application
deadline, followed by provincial-level elections within
seven days, and national-level elections within 10 days.

Candidates will be sorted into 20 groups based on
their professions or qualifications, as outlined by the
2018 Organic Act on the Acquisition of Senators. Ten
candidates will be chosen from each professional
group, with a reserve list of five candidates for each

group.

Notably, the new Senate will no longer possess the
authority to co-elect a prime minister, unlike the
NCPO-appointed Senate. However, it will retain the
power to endorse appointments to independent public
agencies.

Thailand: Election Commission reviews
Constitutional Court ruling on main
opposition Move Forward Party

(Im) Thailand's Election Commission is reviewing a
recent ruling by the Constitutional Court to assess
whether the main opposition Move Forward Party
(MFP) violated the Political Party Act, which could lead
to the dissolution of the party. [Bangkok Post]

On January 31, the Constitutional Court ruled that the
MFP had covertly pushed an agenda to “destroy”
Thailand's form of government with the king as head of
state, under the guise of a proposal to amend Section
112 of the Criminal Code, the royal defamation law.
Shortly after the ruling, a petition was filed with the
Election Commission asking it to pursue a dissolution
case against the MFP. [AIR No. 6, February/2024, 1]

According to Sections 92 and 93 of the political party
law, the Election Commission has the authority to
recommend the dissolution of a party to the
Constitutional Court if sufficient evidence suggests that
the party has engaged in actions deemed detrimental
to the democratic system under the monarchy.

Thailand: Cabinet to review panel report
on constitutional referendum terms
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(Im) Next month, Thailand's Cabinet will scrutinize a
report prepared by a government-appointed panel
entrusted with drawing up terms for potential
referendums to amend the constitution. The report
encompasses crucial aspects such as the required
number of referendums, the formulation of
referendum questions, and the procedural framework
for charter revisions. Following this review, the findings
will be submitted to the Election Commission [Bangkok
Post]

It's noteworthy that the Constitutional Court's 2021
ruling stipulated that amending key sections of the
charter or completely altering it necessitates a prior,
favorable referendum outcome. However, the ruling
didn't specify the number of referendums required for
executing a charter overhaul.

Earlier this year, the government-appointed panel
endorsed a proposal advocating for three separate
charter amendment referendumes. Initially, it was
decided that the first referendum would pose a single
question: whether voters support the proposed
constitutional amendments, excluding Chapters 1 and
2, which pertain to general provisions and the
monarchy, respectively. Nonetheless, a working panel
within the ruling Pheu Thai Party later advocated for
conducting only two referendums to streamline the
process and conserve resources.

Given these developments and the ambiguity arising
from the Constitutional Court's ruling, it's likely that
parties within the ruling coalition will petition the
Constitutional Court to clarify the number of
referendums required for charter amendments.

Thailand: Government sets up second
committee to vet digital wallet scheme

(tt) Thailand's government on February 15 decided to
establish a second committee to study feedback on the
digital wallet scheme, a program to give away around
USD 285 roughly to 50 million Thais to spend in their
local communities. The new sub-committee has been
given 30 days to do its assignment and turn in its
findings to the main Digital Wallet Committee, which
will choose whether to ask the Cabinet for approval
before implementing the distribution program.
[Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

This decision follows the advice from the NACC earlier
in the month, cautioning the government about
potential violations of the constitution and fiscal
discipline laws with its borrowing plan for the scheme.
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Additionally, concerns were raised about the possibility
of policy corruption and corruption among the
beneficiaries. The NACC also noted that the economic
situation in Thailand did not warrant extensive
handouts necessitating a borrowing of THB 500 billion.

Earlier in January, the Council of State, the
government’s legal advisory body, had recommended
thorough consultations with relevant agencies,
including the NACC. It also emphasized adherence to
the State Fiscal and Financial Disciplines Act before
proposing any loan bill to Parliament.

It's worth noting that concerned ministers could face
criminal charges should the digital wallet scheme be
found to have wasted public funds without giving
reasonable economic returns. Thus, parallels are being
drawn between the digital wallet scheme and the high-
profile case involving former Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra. In 2017, Yingluck was sentenced to five
years in jail in absentia by the Supreme Court for
negligence regarding her government's handling of an
expensive rice-pledging scheme. Although Yingluck
herself was not directly implicated in corruption, her
commerce minister, Boonsong Teriyapirom, was found
guilty of corruption. Yingluck was convicted of
dereliction of duty.

Thailand: Government delays bill banning
recreational cannabis use

(msz) The Thai government has opted to postpone the
approval of a proposed legislation aimed at prohibiting
the recreational use of cannabis, citing the need to
allocate more time for deliberation and to consider
viewpoints from various stakeholders. This
development comes as a surprise, given the
government's recent announcement of plans to
expedite the bill [see AiR No. 7, February/2024, 2].
[Bangkok Post] [Bloomberg]

The draft bill reflects Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's
electoral promise to address concerns regarding drug
addiction by restricting cannabis usage solely to
medicinal purposes. This marks a significant departure
from the previous administration's move to
decriminalize cannabis in 2022. The decision was
prompted by mounting apprehensions surrounding
the proliferation of cannabis outlets across the nation,
particularly in Bangkok. Critics have raised concerns,
advocating for stricter regulations in response to this
trend.
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Thailand: Government plans major
legislation amendments to boost birth
rate from seven-decade low

(msz) The Thai government plans to amend laws to
make it easier for single parents and members of the
LGBTQ community to have children as part of a
campaign to reverse a decline in birthrate to a seven-
decade low. Additionally, it will unveil other measures
including setting up of birth promotion clinics at state-
run hospitals to offer consultancy services and
infertility treatment. Hospitals will also shore up
services such as intrauterine insemination and in-vitro
fertilization [Bangkok Post]

With Thailand experiencing its lowest birth rate in 70
years, the number of newborns dropped to 485,085 in
2022. The Public Health Ministry warns that without
urgent action, Thailand's population could halve to 33
million over the next 60 years. Such a decline could
lead to severe labor shortages and significantly impact
Thailand's security, economy, and society.

Thailand: Attorney-General seeks probe,
legal action against police officials who
allegedly threatened prosecutors

(Im) Thailand's Attorney-General Amnat
Chetcharoenrak has called upon the national police
chief, Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol, to investigate and
pursue legal action against eight police officers
accused of intimidating two senior prosecutors
involved in probing an online gambling case. This move
follows a complaint filed earlier this month by the head
of the Office of the Attorney General's investigation
office and another senior prosecutor, alleging threats
from a group of policemen linked to online gambling
operations [see AiR No. 7, February/2024, 2]. [Bangkok
Post]

The implicated websites are reportedly associated with
Suchanun Sucharitchinsri, who has previously faced
accusations of running multiple online gambling
platforms involving senior police officials. Suchanun,
the daughter of a prominent individual in Thailand's
Loei province, was arrested in July last year but was
subsequently released on bail. She has refuted
allegations of running online gambling websites,
asserting instead that she was coerced by a police
officer into admitting to a crime she did not commit.
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Thailand: Anti-graft body asks ministry to
take disciplinary action against former
Kaeng Krachan park head

(Im) Thailand's National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) has requested the Natural Resources and
Environment Ministry to initiate disciplinary measures
against Chaiwat Limlikit-aksorn, following an inquiry
revealing his involvement in misconduct during the
construction of a park ranger office building while
serving as the chief of Kaeng Krachan National Park.
[Bangkok Post]

The NACC further verified that its inquiry substantiated
accusations against another official, Duang Sangthong,
for violations of the Criminal Code, anti-price collusion
laws, and anti-corruption regulations, as well as a
significant breach of disciplinary protocols. However, it
concluded that two other officials involved in the case
had committed only minor disciplinary infractions,
warranting no criminal action.

The NACC underscored the ministry's obligation to
address disciplinary actions against the implicated
individuals within 30 days of receiving the
commission's findings. Meanwhile, criminal
proceedings have been initiated, with the NACC having
already forwarded the cases of Chaiwat and Duang to
the Office of the Attorney-General.

Thailand: Expert calls for clarity in army,
state agency assets

(Im) Patitan Wattayanagorn, a Thai academic and
security analyst who previously chaired the Prime
Minister's Security Advisory Committee during the
Prayuth administration, has recommended subjecting
military and state agency assets to regulated financial
accounts and disclosing expenditures. He noted that
adjustments to the asset management systems of
state agencies have been included in the national
strategy for transparency. However, he observed that a
lack of budget appears to hinder the development of
indicators to monitor this adjustment process.
[Bangkok Post]

According to Patitan, the ministries of Education (MOE),
Higher Education, Science Research and Innovation
(MHESI), and Finance (MOF) rank as the top three
ministries in terms of revenue management. He
emphasized that despite their budgets being lower
than the combined budget of all security agencies,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ydd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ydh/

including the police, the transparency of their revenue
management and asset use is questionable.

Regarding the army's assets, Patitan suggested
reviewing its account management to assess assets,
revenue, and expenses. This is particularly relevant as
the army's accounts are divided into state budget and
unofficial finances, enabling a clearer distinction
between business activities (such as golf courses) and
security and border affairs.

Thailand: Prominent anti-corruption
campaigner requests extension in
extortion case

(Im) Srisuwan Janya, a prominent anti-corruption
campaigner who recently has been accused of having
tried to extort THB 1.5 million from the director-genera
of the Rice Department in exchange for dropping a
planned expose of alleged corruption, has asked for
more time to submit documents to defend himself in
the case. [Bangkok Post]

Originally scheduled for February 16, Srisuwan and two
alleged accomplices - Yoswaris Chuklom, a member of
the United Thai Nation party, and his secretary
Phimnattha Chiraphutthipha - postponed their
document submissions to February 23 and February
26, respectively. Meanwhile, a fourth suspect, Ekkalak
Wareechon, who was arrested on February 1, has not
disclosed if or when he intends to provide police with
documents for his defense.

Thailand: Social Security Office confirms
ministry move to end board elections

(Im) The Social Security Office (SSO), a governmental
department operating under the Ministry of Labour,
has warned about the ministry's discreet effort to
terminate elections for board representatives of both
employers and employees by proposing amendments
to the Social Security Act. [Bangkok Post]

This development arises less than two months after
the surprising outcome of the initial board member
election held in December of last year. That election
established a new precedent, where employers and
employees each voted for seven representatives,
augmenting the existing seven representatives from
state and professional groups already seated on the
board. Prior to this, all 21 board members were
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directly appointed by the labor minister, highlighting
the close nexus between the ministry and the SSO.

The election saw the Progressive Social Security Group
secure all seven seats representing employees. The
group is affiliated with the Progressive Movement, a
political organization that emerged in the aftermath of
Thailand’s 2014 military coup, and the main opposition
Move Forward Party.

Recently, the Progressive Social Security Group
revealed that the ministry is attempting to amend the
Act, specifically aiming to eliminate the provision
allowing for the election of board members and
reverting to the previous appointment-based selection
process. The ministry intends to submit the amended
proposal to the Cabinet for approval and denies any
connection between the election outcome and this
move.

The SSO had 24.5 million members as of June last year,
covering 60 percent of the total labor force in the
country.

Thailand: Royal Thai Police seeks
reduction in criminal liability to the age of
14

(Im) The Royal Thai Police (RTP) intends to propose to
the Justice Ministry a reduction in the age threshold for
legal punishment exemption from 15 to 14 years old
due to a recent rise in juvenile offenses. Additionally,
the RTP advocates for stricter enforcement of a law
that allows the Central Juvenile and Family Court to
transfer juvenile cases to regular courts if young
offenders demonstrate the same physical and mental
maturity as those above 18 years of age. [Bangkok
Post]

According to police data, there has been a notable
increase in crimes committed by youths aged 10 to 18
in recent years, with 11,866 cases of juvenile crime
recorded from 2016 to 2023. Among these cases, 1,645
were categorized as serious offenses, 4,318 as violent
crimes, and 5,903 as property crimes.

Thailand: Court officially declares activist
Surachai missing since 2018

(msz) A Thai court has officially declared political
activist Surachai Danwattananusorn missing, sparking


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ydu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ydu/

concerns about his fate after years of silence since his
exile in Laos. [Bangkok Post]

This development comes after Surachai's wife, along
with other activists, had filed a petition last December
to officially declare Surachai missing. Surachai fled to
Laos following Thailand's 2014 military coup, where he
continued to voice dissent through online broadcasts
criticizing the monarchy and the military regime.

The discovery of his two companions' deaths in 2018,
under gruesome circumstances, coincided with
Surachai's sudden disappearance, leading to concerns
that he might have suffered a similar fate at the hands
of unknown perpetrators. Despite appeals for
investigation, Thai authorities have yet to take action
on the disappearances.

Thailand: Prime Minister orders provincial
governors to make field visits to address
worsening air quality

(tt) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin chaired a
special meeting with key officials, including the
ministers of Interior and Natural Resources and
Environment, along with the chief of the Directorate of
Civil Affairs of the Army, to tackle the escalating air
pollution crisis in the nation. [Thai PBS]

In a suprisingly direct manner, Srettha instructed
Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to task provincial
governors with conducting on-site inspections of
affected areas, especially focusing on farm waste
burning. He emphasized the importance of governors
personally engaging in these visits, stating that it would
foster trust among the populace.

Furthermore, Srettha reiterated that clean air is a
fundamental right, highlighting the government's
responsibility to ensure freedom from PM2.5 pollution.
These tiny particles pose significant health risks, as
they can penetrate deep into the lungs upon
inhalation, potentially causing severe health issues.

Thailand: Parliament passes Land Bridge
project feasibility report despite
opposition

(tt) The Thai Parliament voted on February 15 to

proceed with the Land Bridge project, which would
provide an alternative route for Chinese trade that
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could bypass Singapore and the Straits of Malacca,
after deliberating on the feasibility report conducted
by a special House committee. Following a four-hour
debate, 269 lawmakers voted in favor, while 147
opposed the mega-project, citing concerns over its
feasibility and environmental impacts. [Thai PBS]

The feasibility report concluded that the Land Bridge
aims to develop logistics infrastructure along the
Southern Economic Corridor (SEC), a development
initiative in the southern region of the country, by
connecting deep-sea ports in Chumphon and Ranong
provinces. It is expected to attract investment and
facilitate southern agricultural exports, particularly of
fruits, palm oil, and rubber.

However, despite projections of profitability and job
creation, lawmakers, particularly from the main
opposition Move Forward Party and southern
constituencies, expressed concerns about
environmental impact, land expropriation, and the
well-being of residents, including fishermen and those
near world heritage sites in the project area.

Additionally, Move Forward Party lawmaker Sirikan
Tansakul resigned from the House scrutiny panel,
stating she was unable to express dissenting views on
the unaltered report. She criticized the government's
unwavering determination to implement the project
from the outset.

Thailand: Investor confidence in Eastern
Economic Corridor dampened by high-
speed train project setbacks

(bk) Foreign investors are hesitant to invest in the
Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), a strategic
development zone aiming to transform the eastern
region of the country into a leading economic hub in
Southeast Asia, due to delays in major infrastructure
projects, most notably a high-speed train connection.
[Thai PBS World]

The project, which is supposed to connect U-Tapao
International Airport in Rayong province with
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi and Don Mueang airports,
has faced a four-year delay since the contract signing
in 2019. Despite extensions given to the contractor to
seek investment privileges from the Board of
Investment, delays persist due to issues such as land
handover delays, the COVID-19 pandemic, and
incomplete investment planning.
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These delays have repercussions on the entire EEC
development plan, leading to foreign investor
reluctance. In light of this, the State Railway of Thailand
is considering options, including contract amendment
or re-bidding, to address the delays, which also impact
other EEC projects like Eastern Airport City and seaport
developments.

Thailand: NESDC calls for decreases to
lending-deposit spreads, policy rates,
credit card interest

(tt) To lessen the financial burden on households and
small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs), the Bank
of Thailand has been urged by the National Economic
and Social Development Council (NESDC) to review its
policy rate, lower the credit card interest rate from 8
percent to 5 percent, and narrow the difference
between lending and deposit rates.

The government and the private sector have been
pressuring the central bank to lower its policy rate,
which has been set at 2.5 percent since September
2023. According to NESDC Secretary-General Danucha
Pichayanan, there are indications of a rise in
repayment defaults, which have the potential to
become non-performing loans (NPLs), hence it is time
for the central bank to loosen its fiscal policies.

While the global economy is beginning to recover,
Danucha stated that the industrial sector in Thailand is
still losing production, the country's production
capacity is still underutilized, and visitor spending is
down, with each visitor spending an average of THB
36,000. These factors are having a substantial impact
on the country's economic recovery. The NESDC has
projected a 2.2 percent to 3.2 percent growth rate for
this year, excluding the effects of the "digital wallet"
program, which has not yet come to pass, because of
expected rise in exports as well as higher investment
and consumption.

Whilst it is too soon to declare that the Thai economy is
nearing a tipping point, Danucha noted that a number
of risk variables, including household debt, economic
volatility, and the state of the climate, are being closely
watched. In addition, he encouraged the government
to closely monitor tax fraud and the dumping of
inexpensive items onto the Thai market, pointing out
the peculiar circumstance of rising local consumption
and falling production. [Thai PBS]
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Thailand GDP expected to grow 3.6
percent in 2024

(msz) The United Overseas Bank (UOB) predicts that
Thailand's economy will see a 3.6 percent expansion
this year, despite a sluggish beginning. This growth is
attributed to factors such as the implementation of a
new government, a fiscal stimulus package—
particularly the digital wallet scheme—a continued
recovery in tourism, and an upturn in merchandise
exports. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government grants farmers in
Udon Thani 16 square kilometers of army
land

(Im) Approximately 16 square kilometers of land
located in Thailand's Udon Thani province, currently
under the ownership of the 3rd Field Artillery
Regiment, will be redistributed to farmers as part of a
provincial development project that seeks aims to
acquire unused land owned by the military for
reallocation to those in need. To date, approximately
500 farmers in the province have registered to
participate in the initiative, which commenced three
and a half months ago. [Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Prime Minister urges
comprehensive strategy to revive national
flag carrier, ensure energy supply

(wn) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
directed State Capital Investment Corporation, a
government-owned investment fund, to devise a
comprehensive plan this month to tackle the financial
challenges confronting Vietnam Airlines, the country’s
national flag carrier. [The Nation]

The national flag carrier reported losses of over USD
1.7 billion due to a loss of USD 458 million in 2022.
While the airline’s business result showed signs of
improvement in 2023, its consolidated post-tax profit
remained negative at about USD 224 trillion. In light of
this, the airline is preparing a restructuring plan that
includes asset restructuring and issuing shares to raise
capital. Additionally, the prime minister has requested
the Ministry of Finance to revise a decree on
government investment, allowing Vietnam Airlines to
sell its stake in Pacific Airlines.
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In addition to addressing issues within Vietnam
Airlines, the government is prioritizing the operational
efficiency of other state-owned corporations. Prime
Minister Pham Minh Chinh has urged PetroVietnam
and Vinacomin - two state-owned companies
responsible for oil and gas, and coal and mineral
resources, respectively - to ensure adequate resource
supplies for electricity production ahead of the dry
season. [Vietnham News]

He has also requested Vietnam Electricity to devise
plans to guarantee power supply during this period.
Furthermore, the Ministry of Industry and Trade has
been tasked with establishing a proper mechanism for
managing petroleum business intermediaries and
setting appropriate electricity prices.

Vietham: New regulations expected to
ease real estate investments from
overseas citizens

(wn) A series of land, housing, and real estate laws,
which are set to take effect in 2025, are predicted to
benefit Overseas Vietnamese (OVs) looking to own and
trade real estate. [Vietnam News]

Currently, OVs are allowed to own houses in Vietnam,
but can only receive transfer of residential land use
rights through purchase, lease purchase, inheritance,
or donation of housing attached to land use rights, and
can only receive residential land use rights in housing
development projects.

Under the new Land Law, which were passed at the
15th National Assembly's fifth extraordinary session in
mid-January, Vietnamese citizens residing abroad will
have the same rights as those within the country,
including the right to own and invest in technical
infrastructure in real estate projects.

With remittances into Vietnam's real estate sector
consistently exceeding USD 10 billion annually since
2012 and forecasted to increase by 20 percent in 2024,
the amendments are expected to further drive interest
from OVs, given the attractive returns and growing
Vietnamese diaspora worldwide.

Vietnam: Multidimensional poverty rate
in for 2023 is 5.71 percent
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(wn) Vietnam's multidimensional poverty rate in 2023
stands at 5.71 percent, with over 1.58 million
households categorized as poor or nearly-poor.
[Vietnam Plus]

Multidimensional poverty refers to poverty that is
measured and understood through multiple
dimensions beyond just income or monetary wealth. It
takes into account various factors and deprivations
that contribute to an individual or household's overall
well-being and quality of life. These dimensions may
include access to education, healthcare, clean water,
sanitation, housing, nutrition, and other essential
services.

Vietham: Export value in January reaches
its highest level in almost two years

(wn) In January, Vietham's export earnings surged by
42 percent year-on-year to approximately USD 33.6
billion, marking the highest monthly turnover since
April 2022. This contributed to a total export and
import value of over USD 64 billion, up nearly 38
percent compared to the same period last year.
[Vietnam Plus]

The significant export growth was led by the agro-
forestry-fishery sector and the processing industry,
with respective increases of nearly 97 percent and 38
percent in overseas shipments. Notably, the export of
telephones and components saw a substantial
increase, reaching nearly USD 6 billion, boosted by
Samsung's new mobile phone series launch.

The US remained the largest importer of Vietnamese
goods, with exports to other traditional markets like
China, the EU, and ASEAN also increasing significantly.
On the import side, Vietnam imported over USD 30.6
billion worth of goods, primarily materials for
production ahead of the Lunar New Year festival.

China remained the largest exporter to Vietnam, with a
value of approximately USD 11 billion in January.
[Vietham Plus]

Vietnam: Rice sector targets record USD 5
billion export turnover

(wn) Vietnam anticipates a surge in rice exports this
year, aiming for a record turnover of USD 5 billion.
Despite challenges such as global market volatility and
potential production risks, the agriculture sector plans
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to maintain stable rice cultivation at 7.1 million
hectares, targeting an output exceeding 43 million
tones, with 8 million tones for export. [Vietham Plus]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Democracy levels declining in Asia

(ms) The latest report from the Economist Intelligence
Unit (EIU) (see full report) paints a worrying picture for
democracy in Asia and Australasia. Released on
February 19, the report reveals a concerning trend of
deteriorating democratic governance across the
region, with implications ranging from electoral
processes to the functioning of government.

According to the report, Asia and Australasia (excluding
Australia and New Zealand as “full democracies) is
home to three "full democracies" with Taiwan (10th),
Japan (16th) and South Korea (22th), ten "flawed
democracies," five "hybrid regimes," and eight
"authoritarian regimes”, with Afghanistan, Myanmar,
and North Korea at the bottom of the global ranking.

The region's average score in the Democracy Index fell
from 5.46 in 2022 to 5.41 in 2023, marking the lowest
point since the index's inception in 2006. This decline is
observed across all categories, with electoral processes
and government functioning experiencing the most
significant setbacks.

Pakistan
Pakistan, in particular, witnessed a significant declining

from a "hybrid regime" to an "authoritarian regime"
making it the only Asian country to experience such a
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downgrade. The report highlights Pakistan's drastic
regression, with its score plummeting to 3.25,
triggering an 11-place fall in the global ranking to place
118. Since 2008, Pakistan's score on the democracy
index has hovered around 4, but the sharp decline to
3.25in 2023 marks a new low, even worse than during
periods of formal military rule.

One key reason for this decline lies in the outsized
political influence of the military, which severely
undermines the electoral process and pluralism, as
well as the functioning of the government. The
military's interference in political affairs has led to
elections that are far from being free, fair, or
competitive, as noted by the EIU.

Additionally, the report underscores government
dysfunction and the curtailment of judicial
independence as contributing factors to Pakistan's
deteriorating democratic status. The erosion of
democratic norms, including the independence of key
institutions, paints a troubling picture for the country's
governance.

China, India

The report records for China (148th place) and India
(41st place) as the world's two most populous
countries in the world increases of 0.18 and 0.14 in the
case of India respectively.

For China the uptick is attributed to two key indicators
- the role of the military in politics and female
representation in political institutions - signifying more
of a formal rather than substantive enhancement in
the real democratic landscape.

In addition, the lower influence of the military on
politics is less a result of a democratization movement
within the country but could possibly even be the
opposite. President Xi Jinping's strong action against
the military in the course of the anti-corruption
campaign could be part of an even stronger
centralization of power in his hands.

Meanwhile, although there has also been an increase
in female lawmakers in China's National People's
Congress, the country's top decision-making body, the
CCP politburo is without a woman follwoing the 20th
National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in
October 2022 (see AiR No. 43, October/2022, 4).

India presents a mixed picture, with improvements in
government functionality and political culture offset by
declining civil liberties. The report cites a positive
instance of the Supreme Court's independence when it


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-yki/

reinstated opposition leader Rahul Gandhi after a
failed attempt to disqualify him from the legislature in
March 2023.

However, the decline in civil liberties is seen as lying in
the state's failure to protect minority rights amidst
inter-ethnic violence in Manipur, which erupted in May
2023. The situation in is characterized by a violent
conflict between the primarily Hindu Meitei and
predominantly Christian Kuki communities. This
violence has resulted in mass displacement of people
and numerous brutal murders, highlighting deep-
seated tensions within the region.

Adding to the complexity, the state government
imposed an internet blackout at the onset of the
violence in May 2023, exacerbating communication
challenges and hindering the flow of information both
within Manipur and to the outside world (see AiR No.
19, May/2023, 2).

Further Declines

Besides Pakistan, Bangladesh (75th), Cambodia (121st),
Sri Lanka (70th), and Thailand (63rd) are among the
countries witnessing the strongest regressions,
according to the report.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi asserts China's
global role at Munich Security Conference

(ms) At the Munich Security Conference, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi delivered a keynote speech
emphasizing China's integral role in the global
economy and cautioning against attempts to isolate
the nation.

Wang warned that economic decoupling would be a
historical mistake, stressing the interconnectedness of
the international economic landscape. In addition, the
ongoing allegations of human rights violations in the
northwestern Xinjiang region were also addressed
during the speech, with Wang strongly rejecting them
aas "fabricated information from different parties"
whose goal is "to stop the development of China."

In general Wang positioned China as a stabilizing force
in international affairs, advocating for multilateralism
and cooperation among major powers to address
global turbulence.

During bilateral talks with U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
among others, Wang emphasized the need for


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ykd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-ykd/

partnership-based relationships and constructive
dialogue. [Associated Press] [People’s Daily] [Politico 1]
[Reuters]

In addition to his keynote speech, Wang also held a
number of bilateral meetings with high-ranking
country representatives.

China-US

One of the meetings was with Antony Blinken, the US
Secretary of State, aiming to thaw the frosty relations
between the two global powers. The meeting,
characterized as "candid and constructive," focused on
vital issues, including stability in the Taiwan Strait and
the South China Sea, along with concerns over China's
support for Russia amidst the Ukraine crisis.

Both sides expressed the importance of maintaining
open lines of communication, underscoring the need
for frequent high-level exchanges in the coming
months “at all levels.” Additionally, they discussed
regional matters concerning the Korean Peninsula and
the Middle East, signaling a willingness to address
shared challenges despite lingering tensions.

The exchanges between Blinken and Wang also
touched on economic issues, with Wang urging the US
to lift sanctions on Chinese companies and individuals,
emphasizing that attempts to decouple from China
would ultimately harm US interests. [EMPRC 1] [Politico
2] [South China Morning Post 1] [The Japan Times]

China-Germany

During another sideline meeting at the Munich
Security Conference, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
engaged in discussions with German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, emphasizing mutual understanding and
support between China and Germany.

Emphasizing the 10th anniversary of the China-
Germany strategic partnership, Wang underscored the
importance of deepening cooperation and fostering
mutual benefits. He outlined China's dedication to
modernization and high-quality development, offering
opportunities for international partners, including
Germany. In response, Chancellor Scholz expressed
readiness for high-level exchanges.

During a separate appearance at the Berlin Global
Dialogue just before the conference on January 15,
Scholz voiced skepticism over the EU's probe into
potentially illegal subsidies for Chinese electric
vehicles. He warned against protectionism and
emphasized the benefits of global competition and
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welcomed open trade, advocating for a predictable
policy environment, amid fears that the French backed
sanctions by the EU might lead to retaliation against
German car firms in China. [China Daily] [Politico 3]

China-Canada

Amid ongoing tense relations between China and
Canada, Wang Yi held discussions with Canadian
Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly during the Munich
Security Conference. The strained relationship stems
from various issues, notably the arrest of Huawei
executive Meng Wanzhou in Vancouver in 2018, which
led to retaliatory detentions of two Canadians by
Beijing on espionage charges.

Additionally, Canada's concerns over Chinese
interference in its electoral and democratic processes
have further exacerbated tensions. These tensions
were highlighted during the meeting, with Wang
underscoring the necessity of rebuilding trust between
the two nations, stressing that China and Canada are
not adversaries and should work together to become
cooperative partners.

Joly on the other hand focused on the need for China
to play a role in ensuring the safety of the Red Sea for
commerce amidst to recent attacks by the Iran-aligned
Houthis. She also pressed Wang on the importance of
respecting Western sanctions against Russia. The
dialogue also covered global security issues, including
the conflict in Ukraine and the crisis in the Middle East,
underscoring the importance of constructive
communication in addressing bilateral concerns.
[EMPRC 2] [Hong Kong Free Press] [South China
Morning Post 1]

China-EU

Wang also engaged in discussions with High
Representative of the European Union (EU) for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell Fontelles. They
focused on various aspects of EU-China relations
following the EU-China Summit in December 2023 (see
AiR No. 50, December/2023, 2).

Amid Russia's aggression against Ukraine, Borrell
expressed the EU's expectation for China to refrain
from supporting Russia and to engage in efforts for
peace, including joining the Global Peace Summit.
Borrell also highlighted concerns about the
humanitarian situation in the Middle East, emphasizing
the need to reduce regional tensions. Regarding
Taiwan, Borrell reiterated the EU's support for the
"One China" policy to maintain peace and stability in
the region.
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Wang Yi, for his part, emphasized the importance of
China-EU cooperation in addressing global challenges
and promoting multilateralism for shared prosperity.
[EEAS] [EMPRC 3]

China-India

In addition, Wang and India's External Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar had a brief conversation on
the sidelines of a panel discussion. While more
detailed information about the content of the brief
exchange is not known, it was the first official contact
between the two people in more than half a year.

While Chinese state media did not report much on it,
Indian media outlets in particular are interpreting this
conversation as a sign of rapprochement between the
two countries after China's President Xi Jinping did not
attend the India-hosted G-20 summit in September last
year, presumably due to the ongoing tensions over the
divided border regions in the Himalayas (see AIR No.
37, September/2023, 2). [Hindustan Times]

Ukraine-War

Wang provided insights into China's position regarding
the ongoing Ukraine crisis, touching upon the
significance of the Budapest Memorandum. Signed in
1994, the Budapest Memorandum was a landmark
international agreement involving Ukraine, Russia, the
United States, and the United Kingdom.

Its primary objective was to assure Ukraine's security
following its decision to denuclearize after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. The agreement
explicitly affirmed Ukraine's territorial integrity and
sovereignty, with signatories pledging to respect these
fundamental principles. Despite not being a signatory
to the Budapest Memorandum, Wang highlighted that
China has endorsed its principles through a
government statement.

Wang additionally emphasized that China, contrary to
international allegations, does not sell lethal weapons
to conflict areas or parties involved in the conflict,
stating that Beijing remains neutral in the Ukraine
conflict. Wang underscored China's adherence to the
political settlement of flashpoint issues and its support
for peace talks to resolve the crisis.

Defying criticism for not condemning Moscow's
aggression, Wang emphasized China's role as a
responsible global actor and its efforts to bring an
early end to the war and establish peace. [FMPRC 4]
[South China Morning Post 2] [VOA News]
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ASEAN economic ministers to gather for
strategic retreat in Luang Prabang in
March

(tt) The ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Retreat is set to
convene in Luang Prabang on March 8-9, focusing on
key economic priorities outlined by the Lao chair.
These priorities include strengthening ASEAN
economic integration, promoting inclusivity and
sustainability, and advancing the digital future. [Thai
PBS]

The retreat will discuss lists of Priority Economic
Deliverables (PEDs), with Laos proposing 14 initiatives,
including six of its own. The outcomes of the retreat
will shape the economic agenda for the Lao chair
throughout the year, culminating in the 44th and 45th
ASEAN Summits in October. Additionally, other
activities planned include the 15th ASEAN Connectivity
Symposium and symposiums on enhancing
connectivity and resilience.

Pacific island nations caught in geopolitical
Tug-of-War

(ms) Leaders of the Pacific Island nations are beginning
to express their dissatisfaction with the prolonged
delay in the approval of crucial funding packages by
the United States Congress by putting pressure on the
US to rely on Chinese aid to weaken the US presence in
the geostrategic important region.

Palau's President Surangel Whipps Jr. recently
underscored this apprehension in a letter dated
February 9, expressing the willingness of some local
leaders to consider shifting alliances towards Beijing in
exchange for economic assistance. This sentiment
arises as Washington grapples with the disbursement
of promised aid, leaving Palau and other nations in
limbo.

The Compacts of Free Association (COFAs), agreements
between the US and nations like the Federated States
of Micronesia (FSM), the Marshall Islands (RMI), and
Palau, have been pivotal in providing economic
assistance while granting the US exclusive military
access to strategic Pacific territories. However, despite
bipartisan support, the US Congress has yet to approve
the additional USD 2.3 billion needed to fulfill these
agreements.
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The significance of timely approval for the US is of
great geostrategic importance, as underscored by
President Whipps and his counterparts. The delay not
only fuels uncertainty among their populations but
also presents opportunities for economic exploitation
by competing political actors, notably China. The
Chinese government has actively sought to leverage
this uncertainty, offering economic inducements to
alter diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to Beijing.

This situation highlights the delicate balance these
nations must maintain in navigating the geopolitics of
the region. With the US-China rivalry intensifying, small
countries like Palau, FSM, and RMI find themselves
caught in the middle, facing on the one hand pressure
to align with one power or the other to secure
economic stability and security. [Reuters] [South China
Morning Post]

China's cheap EVs pressure Western
carmakers to innovate and collaborate

(ms) As the global automotive landscape continues to
evolve, the continuous rise of Chinese electric vehicle
(EV) manufacturers, renowned for their cost-effective
models, is exerting significant pressure on established

Western car brands to adapt, innovate, and
collaborate. The recent announcements and strategies
outlined by industry leaders highlight the urgency with
which traditional automakers are responding to the
threat posed by their Chinese counterparts.

In a bid to tackle the challenge head-on, U.S.
automakers Ford and General Motors (GM) have
signaled their openness to forming partnerships aimed
at reducing the costs associated with EV technology.
The CEOs of both companies emphasized the
importance of efficiency in research and development
(R&D) and capital utilization, especially in non-
consumer-facing technologies. This willingness to
collaborate underscores the recognition that cost
competitiveness is essential for survival in an
increasingly crowded EV market.

The entry of Chinese manufacturers like BYD into
markets traditionally dominated by Western
automakers has intensified competition, particularly in
regions like Europe, Latin America, and Southeast Asia.
BYD's ability to produce EVs at significantly lower costs,
estimated to be 30 percent below those of Western
counterparts, poses a direct threat to the revenue
streams of established players.
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Prospect of BYD establishing assembly plants in
strategic locations like Mexico, as reported by Nikkei
Asia, further amplifies the urgency for Western
automakers, like Ford and GM to respond effectively to
not lose the foothold in their own backyard.

Ford, for instance, has embarked on an ambitious
strategy to develop a small, low-cost EV capable of
competing with BYD's popular Seagull model. This
endeavor includes the creation of a dedicated
engineering team focused on designing an affordable
EV that can generate profits within the first 12 months
of launch—a clear indication of the company's
determination to remain competitive in the face of
evolving market dynamics.

Similarly, European automakers like Stellantis and
Renault are intensifying their efforts to produce more
affordable EVs that can rival Chinese offerings. The
goal is to achieve price parity with traditional
combustion-engine models, thereby removing a
significant barrier to mass EV adoption. [Nikkei Asia]
[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Japan announces support for Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam in
South China Sea

(ms/sh) Japan has announced a strategic initiative to
provide maritime security assistance to four ASEAN
nations over the next decade. This move, aimed at
addressing challenges posed by China's actions in the
South China Sea, signifies a significant development in
regional security dynamics.

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is
spearheading this effort, focusing on Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam. The assistance
package includes drones, radar systems, patrol boats,
and other not further defined capacity building
measures.

While Japan's move is expected to draw criticism from
China, it reflects Tokyo's broader strategic objectives in
the Indo-Pacific region. Japan seeks to bolster ties with
ASEAN partners to counter China's growing influence
and presence. [NHK] [Radio Free Asia] [South China
Morning Post]

Japan, African nations plan for ministerial
meeting
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(sh) On February 15 and 16, Fukazawa Yoichi, Japan's
Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, visited
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and
engaged on the sidelines of the African Union (AU)
Executive Council in Addis Ababa in a series of bilateral
meetings and informal talks with the foreign ministers
of Equatorial Guinea, Lesotho, Chad, Tunisia, Comoros,
South Sudan, and Senegal, as well as with AU officials.

The discussions focused on strengthening cooperation
between Japan and Africa, including preparations for
the upcoming Tokyo International Conference on
African Development (TICAD) Ministerial Meeting in
Tokyo and TICAD 9 in Yokohama.

Fukazawa also explored avenues for collaboration on
international issues, such as UN Security Council
reform. [Ministery of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

South Korea: President Yoon postpones
visit to Germany and Denmark

(oy) President Yoon Suk Yeol has delayed his upcoming
state visit to Germany and official visit to Denmark. The
decision, made after discussions with both countries,
was due to various unspecified factors. The
announcement came just four days before Yoon's
planned departure. [Yonhap 1]

This was the first such postponement of a diplomatic
trip since Yoon took office. Government sources have
claimed that the trip’s postponement was influenced
by Yoon's need to concentrate on domestic issues,
livelihood matters, and national security concerns due
to ongoing provocations from North Korea.

The opposition Democratic Party (DP) leader, Lee Jae-
Myung, has criticized Yoon's decision to postpone the
trip. Lee expressed concern that such a justification of
national security could alarm foreign investors and
negatively impact the economy. [Yonhap 2]

South Korea joins multi-agency donor
coordination platform for Ukraine

(oy) On February 15, South Korea, alongside the
Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden, joined the Multi-
agency Donor Coordination Platform for Ukraine
(MDCP), a multinational group that coordinates
financial aid and reconstruction plans for Ukraine.
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The MDCP, which includes the G7 nations, other donor
countries, the European Commission, Ukraine, and
international financial institutions, aims to contribute
to Ukraine's post-war reconstruction and recovery.
South Korea's membership will allow it to monitor the
reconstruction progress in Ukraine and provide better
opportunities for South Korean companies'
participation.

South Korea has committed a package of assistance to
Ukraine, including USD 300 million for 2024 and an
additional USD 2 billion over the medium- to long-
term. Collectively, the new member countries
(including South Korea) have pledged USD 5.5 billion
for Ukraine’s economic recovery. [South Korea
Presidential Office] [Yonhap] [The Korea Herald]

India to establish naval and air bases at
Agatti, Minicoy Islands in Lakshadweep

(aa/lm) As part of the broader strategy to leverage its
island territories, the Indian government plans to
establish new naval and air bases in the strategically
vital Agatti and Minicoy Islands. This initiative comes in
the wake of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent
visit to Lakshadweep, underscoring the importance of
enhancing India's maritime footprint in the Arabian
Sea. [SWARAJYA]

Situated strategically along the nine-degree channel, a
crucial trade route handling billions of dollars in
commerce between the Middle East and Southeast
Asia, the Lakshadweep archipelago and Minicoy
Islands offer immense strategic value. Additionally,
Minicoy Islands lie just 524 kilometers from the
Maldives, further enhancing their significance in
regional security dynamics.

The inauguration of the new naval base, INS Jatayu, in
Minicoy Islands is scheduled for March 4-5. Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh will visit to the Minicoy Islands
aboard the INS Vikramaditya and INS Vikrant carrier
task forces, which comprise approximately 15
warships, signalling the government's commitment to
this initiative.

Furthermore, the Indian Navy has decided to conduct
the first phase of its Combined Commanders
Conference onboard the carriers, traversing from Goa
to Karwar, Minicoy Islands, and Kochi. The second
phase of the conference will follow on March 6-7,
emphasizing the comprehensive discussions on
maritime security and strategic planning.
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India hosts MILAN joint military exercises;
around 50 countries participating

(Im) India commenced the 12th edition of the Maritime
Interoperability Training and Exercise (MILAN) on
February 19 in Visakhapatnam, a port city in the
eastern Andhra Pradesh state. The nine-day exercise
involves approximately 50 navies from around the
world. The drills aim to strengthen maritime
cooperation among participating nations, including the
United States, Japan, Australia, France, Bangladesh,
South Korea, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Malaysia. [The
Economic Times]

The MILAN series of naval exercises started in 1995
with the inaugural exercise held in Port Blair, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, India. Since then, MILAN exercises
have been conducted regularly, typically every two
years, with the participation of navies from around the
world. Over the years, MILAN has grown in scale and
importance as a platform for fostering maritime
cooperation and interoperability among participating
navies.

India applies for full membership of
International Energy Agency

(Im) The International Energy Agency (IEA) is set to
begin discussions with India regarding its request for
full membership, seven years after New Delhi joined
the IEA as an Association country in 2017. Ministers
from IEA member countries, meeting in Paris, agreed
to initiate talks with India, acknowledging its “strategic
importance” and potential contributions to energy
security, inclusive energy transitions, and climate
change mitigation. [International Energy Agency]
[Nikkei Asia]

India, European Union start 7th round of
free trade agreement talks

(fd) India and the European Union (EU) on February 19
commenced the seventh round of negotiations for a
free trade agreement (FTA), aiming to address tariff
barriers hindering EU access to the Indian market. The
talks, held until February 23 in New Delhi, focus on
fostering exports, particularly from smaller
enterprises, and countering India's "Make in India"
policy. The negotiations also target investment
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protection, seeking to ensure a secure investment
environment with a state-of-the-art dispute settlement
mechanism. [Hindustan Times] [La Prensa Latina]

Negotiations resumed in mid-2022 after a hiatus since
2013, with both sides aiming to expedite talks for a
potential conclusion by the end of 2023. In the sixth
round of talks in October last year, discussions
revolved around goods policy and government
procurement offers, with progress made on respective
texts.

The complexity of the trade deal stems from the
diverse interests of the 27 EU member states. India has
opposed the EU's proposed Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), which could lead to tariffs of up to
35 percent on products like steel, iron ore, and
cement.

Pakistan to back UN special envoy on
Afghanistan as two-day conference begins in
Qatar

(tj) In the lead-up to a two-day United Nations
conference on Afghanistan, which kicked off in Qatar
on February 18, Pakistan announced that it supports
the appointment of a UN special envoy for
Afghanistan. [The Express Tribune]

The conference, attended by special envoys from over
20 countries and representatives opposed to the
Taliban regime, discusses recommendations for
engaging with the Taliban government while ensuring
humanitarian assistance. Pakistan's delegation, led by
the country's special representative on Afghanistan,
Asif Durrani, is present, signaling a shift in its stance,
though it previously had reservations. The Taliban
declined to attend due to concerns over
representation.

In related developments, Durrani, engaged in meetings
with counterparts from the United States, United
Kingdom, and the Netherlands during the conference.
Durrani also attended a Quartet meeting involving
China, Iran, Russia, and Pakistan. Additionally, he met
with Suhail Shaheen, head of the Afghan government's
political department in Doha, and Qatar’s minister of
state for foreign affairs. [Arab News]

US Deputy Secretary Verma visits India,
The Maldives, Sri Lanka
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(aa) United States Deputy Secretary of State for
Management and Resources, Richard R. Verma, is on a
six-day trip this week, having already visited India. He
is scheduled to visit the Maldives and Sri Lanka next.
Discussions in India covered economic development,
security, and technology, while in the Maldives, Verma
plans to tour the new US Embassy in Malé. In Sri Lanka,
focus will be on US investment in the Port of Colombo.
[Mirage News]

Cambodia invites Egypt, Libya, and
Morocco to join Ottawa Treaty

(pm) Cambodia has urged Ghana and 52 other African
nations who are part of the Ottawa Treaty to assist in
persuading Egypt, Libya, and Morocco to also sign the
treaty.

The call was made at the Africa Regional Conference
on Addressing the Humanitarian Impact of Landmines
in the Context of the Ottawa Convention held on
February 13 in Accra, Ghana. The conference
addresses the humanitarian impact of landmines.

Ly Thuch, Senior Minister and First Vice-President of
the Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance
Authority (CMAA) who also serves as the President of
the 2024 Ottawa Convention emphasized the
conference’s significance in shaping the Ottawa
Convention's next five-year action plan and promoting
peace, security, and development. Cambodia will host
the “Siem Reap-Angkor Summit on a Mine-Free World”
in November, with the focus expected to be on the
issue of assistance for those affected by landmines and
explosive ordnance.

Cambodia signed the Ottawa Treaty in 1997, two years
before it became binding international law in 1999,
aimed at eliminating anti-personnel landmines (APLs)
around the world. [Khmer Times]

Indonesian navy ship delivers aid to Gaza
via Egypt’s Arish port

(jb) An Indonesian Navy hospital ship arrived at Egypt's
Arish port on 13 February 2024, delivering essential
relief aid for Gaza. The Kapal Perang Republik
Indonesia dokter Radjiman Wedyodiningrat-992,
carrying 200 tons of supplies including food, medicine,
tents, and clean water, was dispatched by Indonesia on
January 18.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-jjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-jjy/

The aid, bound for Palestinian refugees, will be
distributed by the Egyptian Red Crescent Society.

Additionally, contributions from the Indonesian public,
including food, clothing, and hygiene products, further
bolster the humanitarian effort. [Ahram Online]

Indonesia condemns Israeli attack on
Rafah, calls for UN action

(jb) Indonesia strongly denounced Israel's recent air
strike on a Gaza shelter in Rafah around 14 February
2024, resulting in significant casualties.

The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs underscored
the attack’s grave implications for Palestinian
sovereignty and urged immediate UN intervention.

Emphasizing adherence to International Humanitarian
Law, Indonesia has called for decisive action to halt the
assault. Meanwhile, UN Secretary General
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric reaffirmed the UN's
stance against forced displacement in Rafah, stressing
the urgency of protecting civilians and upholding
international law amidst the ongoing crisis. [Ruetir]

Indonesia: Civil organizations provide
recommendations to Indonesian Foreign
Minister ahead of ICJ hearing

(jb) A coalition of civil organizations in Indonesia has
delivered recommendations to Foreign Minister Retno
Marsudi ahead of her oral argument on Palestine
before the International Court of Justice (IC)) on Feb 23.

In an open letter and subsequent meeting,
organizations including human rights NGOs Kontra$S
(Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of
Violence) and Amnesty Indonesia emphasized key
points for Indonesia's stance. Recommendations
include urging superpowers to address bombardments
in Gaza, pushing for international law principles'
application, and advocating for the protection of
vulnerable groups in Palestine.

With escalating conflicts and internal displacement, the
coalition has also emphasized the necessity of
unhindered humanitarian aid access. [Tempo.co]
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US expresses concern over Myanmar
conflict’s impact on Bangladesh and India

(jb) US Assistant Secretary of State for South and
Central Asian Affairs, Donald Lu, recently expressed
concern over the ongoing unrest in Myanmar,
foreseeing deeper security issues for Bangladesh and
potentially India.

He additionally emphasized the need for vigilance as
the crisis persists and the importance of enabling
cooperation between Bangladesh and India to address
the refugee crisis effectively.

Recognizing Bangladesh's generosity in hosting over a
million refugees, Lu stressed international
collaboration to ensure their safe return. [New Age]

Philippines strategically aligns with Japan
and US amidst South China Sea tensions
with China

(ms) Amidst China's increasingly aggressive behavior in
the South China Sea, the Philippines is strategically
aligning with external partners to safeguard its
territorial interests and bolster regional security.

Scheduled to host the second round of the two-plus-
two security dialogue with Japan later this year, the
Philippines aims to forge closer ties with Japan in
response to the escalating tensions. These discussions,
as announced by Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique
Manalo, will center on security, political, and economic
agreements previously established between President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida. Key among the agenda items is the
negotiation of a Reciprocal Access Agreement,
facilitating military visits and joint drills between the
Philippine military and Japan's Self-Defense Forces,
potentially marking Japan's first such pact with a
Southeast Asian nation. [The Japan Times]

Japan and the Philippines are forging a closer
relationship in response to China's assertive behavior
in East Asia. Despite historical tensions, both nations
are aligning strategically to counter regional
challenges. This realignment holds significant
implications for the geopolitical landscape of the Asia-
Pacific region (for more on the bilateral relations
between the two countries read GIS Report).

Simultaneously, the Philippines has engaged in joint air
patrols with the United States, further underscoring its
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commitment to regional security amidst China's
assertive posturing. These patrols, conducted on
February 20, involved Philippine fighter jets joining a
US bomber plane in a strategic maneuver over the
disputed waters. While aimed at safeguarding
territorial interests, this collaboration has drawn swift
condemnation from China, which accused the
Philippines of exacerbating tensions by engaging in
military activities with external partners. [BNN]
[Reuters]

The deepening interoperability between the armed
forces of the Philippines and the United States reflects
a broader trend of cooperation among like-minded
allies like Japan in the Indo-Pacific region. As the
Philippines plans more joint maritime activities with
the US and other partners, there is a palpable shift in
power dynamics, with implications for regional security
and cooperation. However, these developments have
further strained already tense relations between the
Philippines and China, particularly under President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who seeks to bolster defense ties
with especially the US.

President Marcos Junior plans diplomatic
tour to Australia, Germany and the Czech
Republic

(ms) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. is embarking on
a diplomatic tour to Australia, Germany, and the Czech
Republic to bolster the Philippines' relationships with
these nations, announced the Department of Foreign
Affairs.

Scheduled between February and March, the visits aim
to expand cooperation in energy transition, climate
finance, trade, security, and the rule of law. In
Australia, Marcos will address the federal parliament
ahead of the ASEAN Summit in Melbourne. Discussions
in Germany will focus on economic cooperation and
regional security, building on the recent visit by
German Federal Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock
(see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3). Climate change and
concerns over the West Philippine Sea/South China Sea
will be key agenda items.

The trip to the Czech Republic follows discussions with
Prime Minister Petr Fiala, focusing on defense, trade,
academic exchanges, and labor cooperation. The
Department of Foreign Affairs emphasizes the
Philippines' commitment to global peace and progress
through multilateralism. [Bilyonaryo] [Philippine News
Agency]
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First United States official to visit
Bangladesh after January general election

(Im) Afreen Akhter, the Deputy Assistant Secretary at
the United States Bureau of South and Central Asian
Affairs will arrive in Bangladesh on a three-day visit on
February 24, marking the first visit by any US official
since Bangladesh's January 7 general election. [The
Daily Star]

Akhter is expected to meet with senior officials of the
foreign ministry to discuss various issues including
development partnership, trade, and the Rohingya
crisis. In previous visits, she emphasized Washington's
focus on engaging civil society, labor organizations,
and media to bolster democratic institutions in
Bangladesh.

The visit comes against the larger backdrop of strains
in bilateral ties in recent years due to US sanctions on
Bangladesh's elite paramilitary force, the Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB), and visa restrictions on individuals
involved in undermining Bangladesh's democratic
election process. Despite previous concerns about the
election's fairness, US President Joe Biden last month
reached out to Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, expressing Washington's readiness to work
with the South Asian nation to help it achieve its
economic goals [see AiR No. 6, February/2024, 1].

European Union provides funding to
empower Bhutanese civil society
organizations

(Im) The European Union has launched a project to
empower Bhutanese Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)
with a focus on promoting good governance and
inclusive development. With a budget of EUR 875,000
until June 2027, the project aims to address challenges
such as limited capacity and resources. [Kuensel]

Activities include baseline assessments, research,
financial aid, and capacity-building programs. Partners
like Save the Children, RENEW, and Bhutan
Transparency Initiative will work together to enhance
CSO engagement with parliamentary committees,
promote civic engagement through digital platforms,
and empower youth, women, and community
networks.
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Cambodia begins construction of China-
funded bridge

(dql) Presided by Prime Minister Hun Manet and
attended by Chinese Ambassador to Cambodia Wang
Wentian, the groundbreaking of the Chak Angre Krom-
Prek Pra Bridge in Phnom Penh was conducted on
February 19.

The USD 60 million, 845m four-lane bridge is expected
to reduce the rapidly growing capital’s traffic
congestion. Completion of the project, funded by a
concessional loan from China, with some funds
contributed by the Cambodian government, is
scheduled for 2027. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Japan to fund mine action training in
Cambodia

(pm) The Cambodian Mine Action Center (CMAC) and
SATO KOGYO Co. Ltd signed a contract agreement for
the project “construction of training facilities at the
Technical Institute of Mine Action in Kampong Chhang
Province and the Outreach Facilities (Techo Peace
Museum)” in Siem Reap province.

The signing ceremony was held on February 14 at
CMAC's Headquarters in Phnom Penh by Heng Ratana,
director general of CMAC and Jun KATO Director of
SATO KOGYO Co. Ltd. The project will cost around USD
14 million and will take 18 months to complete.

The project aims to promote technical knowledge on
removing landmines and the remnants of war
cooperation through training in mine action for both in
the country and on the global level. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Thailand plan to foster naval
cooperation

(pm) During a meeting in Phnom Penh on February 13,
Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
National Defense Tea Seiha and Admiral Adung Phan-
iam, Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Navy (RTN)
discussed bilateral naval cooperation.

Tea Seiha urged the Thai side to further enhance and
broaden cooperation in human resource training and
exchange visits between the navies of both countries.
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Adung, for his part, reaffirmed that his visit reflects
Thailand's commitment to increased bilateral
cooperation in the naval sector. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and New Zealand strengthen
relations

(pm) Foreign Minister Sok Chenda and his New-
Zealand counterpart Winston Peterson held a
telephone conversation on February 12.

Referring to the UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia
1992-1993, during which New Zealand deployed
approximately 100 military personnel to the
peacekeeping mission, Sok Chenda expressed
appreciation for New Zealand's historical supportin
Cambodia’s peace process and ongoing development
assistance in various sectors such as human resource
development, agriculture, demining, and New Zealand
contributing to UN peacekeeping missions in
Cambodia.

Both countries pledged to continue to deepen bilateral
relations and agreed to conduct their third
consultations in New Zealand. [Phnom Penh Post]

China arrests citizen for allegedly spying
for the US

(ms) According to exclusive reports from the Guardian,
Chinese security authorities have detained Emily Chen,
a 50-year-old Chinese citizen, late last year for allegedly
spying for a US company.

The exact circumstances of her detention are only
partially understood, but according to reports from her
relatives, she disappeared after arriving in Nanjing in
the eastern Jiangsu province at the end of December
2023.

Four days after the disappearance, Chen's son, who is
also a Chinese citizen and resident of the country,
reportedly received a letter informing him that his
mother had been detained on December 30 under
suspicion of illegally providing state secrets to overseas
parties.

The letter reached him from the National Security
Bureau in Dalian, a city more than 500 km from
Nanjiang in the Liaoning Province. The origin of the
letter could be an indication of the background to the
arrest, as Chen worked in the city between January and


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-jtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eludtdt-l-jil/

April as a freelancer for the US logistics company Safe
Ports.

The CEO of Safe Ports has rejected the accusations and
emphasized that Chen's tasks were “purely
administrative.” [The Guardian]

Chen's case comes after the extension of China's
revised Counter Espionage Law entered into force in
July. The main focus of the amendment is lies in the
broadening the definition of espionage activities,
including the vague formulation that all "documents,
data, materials, and items related to national security
and interests" are to be protected in the same way as
state secrets, and that unlawful access or
dissemination of such documents, data, materials, and
items is punishable by the same degree.

This prompted concerns among observers over
heightened risks for journalists and academics, but
also companies that want to engage more intensively
with China of being subjected to investigations (see AiR
No. 18, May/2023, 1).

Dutch government cites concerns over
military use in ASML export license
denials to China

(ms) The Dutch government has cited, according to
Reuters exclusive reports, concerns over potential
military applications by China as a reason for denying
export licenses to ASML, Europe's leading
semiconductor equipment manufacturer, at the end of
last year (see AiR No. 1, January/2024, 1).

Trade Minister Geoffrey van Leeuwen highlighted
China's focus on acquiring foreign expertise, including
Dutch lithography technology, to bolster its military
capabilities. ASML's lithography systems are crucial for
producing advanced semiconductors, which can be
used in high-value weapons systems.

Under pressure from the United States, the Dutch
government-imposed licensing requirements for
ASML's mid-range products last year, with a particular
focus on preventing undesirable end uses, especially
regarding military applications. Although ASML's most
advanced tools have never been sold to China, the
government has granted several export licenses for
advanced semiconductor equipment to Chinese
customers since the introduction of licensing
requirements.
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The decision to deny export licenses has raised
questions about the extent of U.S. influence and
potential economic motivations. [Reuters]

China's construction of border villages
near Bhutan

(ms) Recent reports reveal China's continuous
construction of villages near the disputed border with
Bhutan, prompting concerns about territorial disputes
and regional stability. Satellite imagery and ground
reports indicate significant expansion efforts, with new
infrastructure developments aimed at improving living
conditions and bolstering border security.

According to the South China Morning Post, at least
three new villages have emerged in the contested area,
doubling in size within a short period. These
constructions are framed as part with China's broader
poverty alleviation initiatives, creating the pretext of
socio-economic development instead of territorial
consolidation.

The expansion projects involve the construction of
hundreds of houses, along with roads, bridges, and
other infrastructure, partly funded by provincial
governments and state-owned enterprises.

While Bhutan plays down the controversy surrounding
these villages, it remains vigilant, especially as its close
ally India is watching developments closely. The
proximity of these settlements to India's strategic
interests raises concerns about regional security
dynamics.

China's actions are seen among analysts as part of a
broader strategy that includes the construction of
numerous border villages along the borderline with
India to solidify territorial claims about the contested
areas. [South China Morning Post]

China and Spain agree to lift quarter-
century old beef import ban

(ms) China and Spain have reached an agreement to
lift a 24-year-old ban on Spanish beef imports, marking
a significant development in their economic relations.
During talks, on Februar 18, between Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi and his Spanish counterpart Jose
Manuel Albares, held in Cordoba, Spain, Wang
announced the decision, citing its positive impact on
Spanish farmers and are highlighting China's
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commitment to fostering trade ties with the EU amid
recent tensions.

The discussions emphasized, according to Wang, the
importance of creating “a fair and non-discriminatory
business environment for both nations.” Beyond the
beef import agreement, the two sides explored
opportunities for cooperation in various sectors,
including electric vehicles, green energy, and the digital
economy.

Furthermore, the dialogue addressed global issues,
with both parties expressing support for resolving
international conflicts such as the Israel-Hamas
conflict. Cultural exchanges were also highlighted as
essential for enhancing mutual understanding and
cooperation.

Wang's visit to Spain reflects China's broader strategy
of strengthening ties with European countries despite
calls within the EU to reduce economic dependency on
China. [AEP] [EMPRC] [South China Morning Post]

India accuses Pakistan of opening fire at
disputed Kashmir border

(fd) India's Border Security Force has accused Pakistan
Rangers of unprovoked firing along the Line of Control,
the military control line between the Indian- and
Pakistani-controlled parts of the former princely state
of Jammu and Kashmir. The incident occurred on
February 14, and there were no reported casualties.
[The Hindu]

India’s army chief holds high-level
discussions with United States
counterpart

(fd) Indian Army Chief Gen. Manoj Pande recently
embarked on a four-day official visit to the United
States, making him the first Indian army chief to visit
the country in several years. During his stay, Gen.
Pande participated in high-level professional
discussions with his American counterpart, Gen. Randy
George, and other senior military officials, focusing on
bilateral issues and strategies to strengthen mutual
commitments to global peace and security. [The
Economic Times] [The Hindu]
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Indian port workers refuses to handle
ships carrying military cargo bound for
Israel

(ff) The Water Transport Workers' Union of India,
representing 3,500 workers at major Indian ports, has
refused to load or unload any weapons bound for
Israel. They cite solidarity with Palestine, condemning
Israel's actions in Gaza and calling for an immediate
ceasefire. [Mint] [The Wire]

This decision follows reports of the Indian government
delivering Hermes 900 drones to Israel, a product of a
joint venture between India’s Adani Defence and
Aerospace and Israel’s Elbit Systems, known as Adani-
Elbit Advanced Systems India Ltd. While neither New
Delhi nor Tel Aviv has publicly acknowledged the drone
transfer, Indian news media have cited sources
confirming the export.

India affirms relations with Russia amidst
death of Russian opposition politician

(ff/lm) Indian officials have affirmed that the country
remains committed to its strong friendship with Russia
despite Western criticism following the recent death of
Alexei Navalny, a prominent domestic challenger of
President Vladimir Putin. [Hindustan Times]

Navalny, who had been incarcerated in a penal colony
north of the Arctic Circle where he had been sentenced
to 19 years under a “special regime”, died on February
16. Western leaders held President Putin directly
responsible for the death Navalny, with United States
President Joe Biden calling it “yet more proof of Putin's
brutality”.

Against this backdrop, on the sidelines of the Munich
Security Conference, the spokesperson for India’s
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party emphasized that India's
relationship with Russia is based on friendship, and
Moscow was, is and will remain a strong friend and ally
of New Delhi. He also reiterated India's stance on
peace and nonviolence. [YouTube]

Additionally, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
defended India's procurement of crude oil from Russia,
stating that having multiple options is a strategic
choice. He emphasized the complexity of international
relationships, adding that “it is very hard to have that
unidimensional relationship”. [The Economic Times]
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Indonesian ambassador welcomes
Sudanese Supreme Court delegation

(jb) In a gesture of bilateral goodwill, Indonesian
Ambassador Mr. Sunarko received a visit from
Sudanese Supreme Court officials, Mr. Abdalmuniem
Balla Mohamad Ali and Mr. Hussien Khalaf Hussien
Tantawi. The Sudanese delegation's visit aims to attend
the annual activities of the Indonesian Supreme Court
in Jakarta.

Head of the delegation, Mr. Abdalmuniem, expressed
gratitude for the support amid Sudan's challenging
circumstances. Ambassador Sunarko emphasized the
strong ties between the two countries and hoped the
visit would bolster cooperation. [Africa.com]

Indonesia-Thailand cooperation explored
for skilled workforce enhancement

(jb) Manpower Minister Ida Fauziyah met with
Indonesian Ambassador to Thailand Rachmat Budiman
in Bangkok to discuss collaborative training and
apprenticeship initiatives.

Fauziyah emphasized the potential for joint programs
catering to future job market demands, particularly in
Information and Communications Technology (ICT),
logistics, healthcare, and language training for
prospective migrant workers.

The discussions also focused on skilled worker
exchange programs and the protection of Indonesian
workers in Thailand. Fauziyah expressed optimism for
continued cooperation to enhance the quality of skilled
labor in the Southeast Asian region, highlighting the
importance of mutual collaboration in the employment
sector. [Antara News]

Indian Prime Minister Modi aims to
bolster India-Indonesia ties with Prabowo

(jb) Around 18 February 2024, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi extended congratulations to
presidential frontrunner Prabowo Subianto on his
anticipated victory in the Indonesian election. Modi
expressed optimism for strengthening the bilateral
strategic partnership under Prabowo's leadership.

Highlighting India's significant investments in
Indonesia, valued at USD 275.4 million in 2023, and
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bilateral trade totaling USD 28.2 billion, Modi
emphasized the upward trajectory in economic
relations despite a slight decrease from the previous
year.

With Indonesia offering visa-free entry to Indian
tourists and discussions underway to facilitate trade in
local currencies, both nations aim to deepen their
cooperation beyond traditional avenues. [Jakarta
Globe]

Indonesia, Sri Lanka set to commence
bilateral trade agreement negotiations

(jb) Indonesia and Sri Lanka are set to commence
negotiations for a bilateral trade agreement (BTA), as
announced by Indonesia's Ambassador to Sri Lanka,
Dewi Gustina Tobing.

At a recent bilateral trade and investment discussion
organized by the National Chamber of Commerce Sri
Lanka (NCCSL), Tobing emphasized the importance of
enhancing bilateral trade ties. The event saw virtual
participation from Prof. Jayanath Colombage, Sri
Lanka's Ambassador to Indonesia & ASEAN, and
Heshani Kaushalya, Second Secretary (Commercial).

Tobing presented insights on the current status of
bilateral trade and market opportunities in Indonesia,
fostering discussions on trade, investment, and
economic cooperation. Future sessions aim to bolster
business connections between the two nations. [Daily
News]

Indonesia grants import permits for
Australian live cattle

(jb) Indonesia has granted long-awaited import permits
for live cattle, giving the green light for Australian
exporters to resume shipments. Australian cattle
industry sources confirm that boats could depart
Darwin very soon.

While quota volumes for 2024 remain undisclosed,
industry representatives have collaborated closely with
government officials on both sides to address the
permit delay. The absence of permits has imposed
significant costs on exporters, who have been holding
cattle on feed and ships at anchor.

The move follows a surge in export activity in
December, with hopes high for continued momentum
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in 2024 despite initial setbacks. [Beef Central]

Japan, Ukraine sign cooperation
agreements

(sh) On February 19, Japan and Ukraine signed 56
agreements across various sectors during the Japan-
Ukraine Conference for Promotion of Economic
Growth and Reconstruction in Tokyo.

The agreements encompass areas such as
infrastructure rebuilding, demining, agricultural
expansion, humanitarian aid improvement,
biotechnology development, industry and information
technology advancement, and governance
enhancement. Notably, efforts to eliminate double
taxation were also discussed.

Additionally, there are considerations within the
Japanese government to establish an office in Kyiv to
strengthen business ties between the two nations.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addressed the
conference, acknowledging the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine and highlighting the challenges faced. He
emphasized Japan's commitment to supporting
economic reconstruction in Ukraine, considering it an
investment for the future.

The conference was attended by around 130 officials
and business representatives from both countries.
[Azer News]

Japan considers diplomatic visit to South
Korea

(sh) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is
reportedly considering a visit to South Korea on March
20 for talks with President Yoon Suk Yeol. According to
diplomatic sources, this visit would be part of a series
of reciprocal visits between the leaders of the two
countries, indicating an improvement in bilateral
relations

During their potential meeting, Kishida and South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol are said to discuss the
possibility of jointly attending the opening baseball
game in South Korea on the same day. This game
featured the Los Angeles Dodgers, the team to which
two-way star Shohei Ohtani belonged, competing
against the San Diego Padres
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If the visit had been realized, it would have marked
Kishida's first trip to Seoul since May 2023. This visit
would have come two months after President Yoon
Suk Yeol proposed a solution to a longstanding dispute
over wartime labor compensation, which had strained
relations between Japan and South Korea, adding a
layer of significance to the proposed diplomatic visit.
[Kyodo News]

US delivers missile training to Japan

(sh) The US military is ready to provide training to
Japan's Self-Defense Forces on Tomahawk cruise
missiles, with sessions scheduled to begin late the
following month.

This move comes after Japan had expressed its
intention to purchase the missiles from the United
States.

Japan aims to acquire up to 400 Tomahawks as part of
its strategy to significantly enhance its defense
capabilities.

During a meeting at the defense ministry in Tokyo on
February 14, Japan's Defense Minister Kihara Minoru
and US Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel discussed
these developments. [NHK]

US to support Japan in North Korea
abduction issue

(sh) Julie Turner, US special envoy for North Korean
Human Rights Issues, visited Japan on February 13 to
affirm the US’ commitment to help Japan on the issue
of Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea,
emphasizing the importance of prioritizing the
abduction issue and seeking international cooperation.
[NHK]

Japan, Jordan agree on deepening
economic cooperation

(sh) On February 16, Kamikawa Yoko, Japan's Minister
for Foreign Affairs, paid a courtesy call on Jordan’s
Prime Minister Bisher Hani Al-Khasawneh.

They discussed several topics, including the Middle
East situation. Kamikawa conveyed Japan's concern for
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the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and its diplomatic
efforts for stability. Prime Minister Khasawneh
appreciated Japan's efforts and pledged to work
closely.

Additionally, they discussed bilateral cooperation, with
Khasawneh highlighting Jordan's economic
modernization efforts and Japan's consistent support.

Kamikawa, meanwhile, assured continued support and
proposed deepening cooperation in various sectors.
[Ministry of Foreign Affair, Japan]

Laos and Japan to enhance cooperation in
coffee production

(wn) The Japanese government has partnered with
various Lao organizations to launch a COFFEE-JAPAN
project to empower coffee farmers in two Luang
Province districts.

The initiative aims to help farmers enhance their
production and marketing efforts while promoting
access to essential nutrition.

The Japanese government funds the project with
approximately USD 1 million. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry, the United Nations World
Food Programme, Saka no Tochu, a Japanese private
company active in Laos, and Saffron Coffee, a Lao fair-
trade coffee company, will implement it.

The coffee produced will be exported to the Japanese
market. [The Laotian Times]

Laos-Thailand: Permanent border
checkpoint to be set up

(wn) Laos and Thailand will upgrade a temporary
border trade checkpoint and make it a permanent
facility to strengthen trade relations.

The checkpoint linking Paksaphan village in Salavanh
Province to Ban Pak Saeng in Thailand's Ubon
Ratchathani's Na Tan district is expected to overcome
restrictions on certain goods that currently limits their
sale and transport at the site.

Cross-border trade, previously exceeding THB 2.8
billion (USD 77.8 million) annually, is anticipated to
resume.
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In addition, the completion of the building of the 6th
Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge which will span the Mekong
River is also expected to boost cross-border trade by
shorten the trade route from Thailand to Vietnam'’s
Danang city via Laos to 137 kilometers.

The Thai Transport Ministry will seek cabinet approval
for the project, upon which construction will
commence next year and is expected to be completed
by 2028.

Meanwhile, the 5th Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge, which
will connect Laos’ Bolikhamxay Province to Bung Kan
Province in northeastern Thailand, is close to
completion., with the opening expected for later this
year.

It is anticipated to streamline the movement of goods,
people, and services between Laos, Thailand, and
Vietnam, further boosting regional trade. [Bangkok
Post] [Laotian Times]

Malaysia, Iran agree to deepen trade
cooperation

(dqgl) In a phone conversation held on February 19,
Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan and his
Iranian counterpart Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
discussed bilateral, regional, and international issues,
including issues regarding the Islamic world, especially
the issue of Palestine.

The two ministers exchanged views on the proposal of
an extraordinary meeting of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), expressing their hope that
the meeting would result in a substantial step toward
ending the ongoing war in Gaza.

The talk touched also on ways to strengthen bilateral
trade agreements and the future visit of high-ranking
officials of the two countries to Tehran and Kuala
Lumpur.

In addition, Amir-Abdollahian affirmed Iran’s readiness
to boost bilateral relations with Malaysia in various
fields, such as technology, science, culture, industry,
and commerce.

Hasan, for his part, welcomed the holding of the
planned OIC meeting, and expressed appreciation for
Iran's diplomatic efforts to bring peace to the Gaza
Strip. [Mehr News]
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Malaysia’s immigration apprehends 130
Indonesian immigrants

(dqgl) Malaysian immigration authorities arrested on
February 18 more than 130 undocumented migrants in
a raid on the illegal settlements at an oil palm
plantation area in the small town of Setia Alam,
Selangor, Malaysia.

Among the 132 people apprehended, 130 were illegal
migrants from Indonesia, including of 76 men, 41
women, and 13 children. [Tempo.Co]

British patrol ship visits Malaysia

(dqgl) The HMS Spey, a British patrol vessel, visited
Malaysia on February 19, marking the second visit in
the last three months.

Sailors visited Penang - 170 miles north of Malaysia’s
capital Kuala Lumpur - to work with the country's navy
in support of the long-standing Five Powers Defence
Arrangements involving the five Commonwealth
nations Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore,
and the UK, and focusing on securing the region from
threats.

The HMS Spey and her sister Tamar are currently on
an extended mission across the Indo-Pacific, reflecting
the renewed importance of the region to UK security
and prosperity. [Royal Navy, UK]

Mongolian foreign minister hold bilateral
meetings at Munich Security Conference

(dgl) On the sideline of the recent Munich Security
Conference (see article in this edition), Mongolian
Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh held bilateral
talks with her US and Chinese counterparts Antony
Blinken and Wang Yi.

Battsetseg and Blinken agreed to ensure the
implementation of the Air Transport Agreement and to
push for direct flights between Mongolia and the
United States within this year. Both sides also agreed
maintain the frequency of mutual visits this year.

In addition, Blinken reaffirmed the US' intention to
expand the cooperation implemented within the
framework of the Peace Corps as well as active support
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for English language teaching programs and activities
in Mongolian secondary schools. [Montsame 1]

In her meeting with Wang, the discussion focused on
the implementation of infrastructure construction
projects and programs to create conditions for
deepening trade and economic cooperation between
the two countries. [Montsame 2]

Mongolian citizens to travel to Vietham
without a visa up to 30 days

(ap) Mongolia and Vietnam agree on mutual exemption
from visa requirements for holders of diplomatic,
official and ordinary passports, allowing visa-free
travels to the countries for up to 30 days.

The agreement, signed in Hanoi, will come into force
on March 7. [Montsame]

North Korea fires several cruise missiles
into the Sea of Japan

(ap) North Korea fired several cruise missiles on
February 14, according to the South Korean military.

The South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff confirmed that
they detected several unknown cruise missiles, adding
that US-South Korean intelligence authorities are
conducting a detailed analysis. [France 24]

Myanmar court sentences Sri Lankan
fishing vessel captains to prison

(jb) A Myanmar court has handed down a five-year
prison sentence to the captains of recently seized Sri
Lankan fishing vessels, while 13 other fishermen
received three-year terms each.

The fishermen were apprehended for allegedly
violating Myanmar's maritime boundaries. [Sri Lanka
Mirror]

Young Myanmar nationals flee to
Thailand to escape mandatory military
conscription
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(jb) Young Myanmar nationals, including women, are
fleeing to Thailand's Tak province to escape mandatory
military conscription (see article in this edition).

Ratchamanu Taskforce soldiers, stationed in Mae Sot
district in Tak, apprehended 27 youths near a stream
in Phop Phra district, revealing their journey from
Myawaddy, facilitated by human smugglers. This
incident follows the capture of 27 others earlier in the
week.

Myanmar's junta's law, mandating military service for
men aged 18-35 and women aged 18-27, is driving this
exodus. Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing's directive
threatens up to five years in prison for non-
compliance. With plans to enlist 5,000 monthly starting
April, concerns mount over the safety of fleeing youths
if repatriated. [Thaiger] [ABC News] [The Star]

Thailand imposes temporary confiscation
of national identification cards, focus on
Myanmar migrant workers

(jb) The Myawaddy-Mae Sot No. 1 Friendship Bridge on
the Thailand-Myanmar border is imposing temporary
confiscation of national identification cards (NRCs) for
individuals entering the Thai side. Exceptions include
regular traders, hospital visitors, and passport holders.

Amid escalating clashes between Junta troops and the
Karen National Liberation Army, trade predominantly
focuses on food items due to inaccessible routes.

Concerns arise over potential illegal crossings by
Myanmar migrant workers settling along the border
into Thailand in the near future.

U Moe Gyo, chairman of the Joint Action Committee for
Burmese Affairs (JACBA), allegedly noted certificates of
identity would be issued at Thai stations from February
2024. [BNI] [Eleven Media Group]

Japanese journalists aid Myanmar
counterparts fleeing persecution

(jb) Japanese journalists are rallying support for their
Myanmar counterparts who fled their homeland after
the 2021 military coup.

Yuki Kitazumi, 48, and Toru Kubota, 27, launched a
project to provide essential equipment like cameras
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and microphones to over 100 Myanmar journalists
sheltering in northwestern Thailand. The initiative aims
to help them continue reporting amidst adversity.

Many fled without equipment or had to sell it to
survive. Through a Thai organization, donated gear is
lent out for free, with plans for training sessions.

The project honors Kenji Nagai, a Japanese journalist
killed in Myanmar in 2007. [Nippon.com] [Arab News]

North Korean leader’s sister insinuates
engaging in diplomatic ties with Japan

(ap/sh) In a rare statement Kim Yo Jong, the influential
sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, suggested
the possibility of a leader meeting under the condition
that Japan refrains from hindering progress by
rehashing the abduction issue.

Kim's statement came in response to remarks of
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on the
possibility of a meeting with North Korea's leader to
resolve the matter of Japanese civilians abducted in the
1970s and 1980s.

In response, Japan's government acknowledged Kim Yo
Jong's remarks, emphasizing at the same time Japan'’s
stance that considering the abduction issue resolved
was "totally unacceptable,” insisting that Tokyo
remains determined to resolve the issues of
abductions, nuclear weapons and missiles. [NK News]
[NHK] [NDTV] [Reuters]

China, Pakistan ley keel of second Hangor-
class submarine

(wa) On February 14, the Pakistan Navy laid the keel of
the second Hangor-class submarine as part of
Pakistan's indigenous submarine development project.
This initiative involves the construction of four
submarines in China and four in Pakistan under a
Transfer of Technology agreement. [Pakistan News]
[Naval News]

Previously, in December 2022, the keel laying of the
first submarine was successfully completed, and it is
currently in an advanced stage of construction. The
eight submarines are slated for delivery between 2022
and 2028.
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While specific details about the submarines' weapon
systems remain undisclosed, there is speculation that
they may be equipped with Babur-3 Submarine-
Launched Cruise Missiles, potentially granting Pakistan
a deep strike capability.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia conduct joint
military training exercise

(nw) The Pakistan Army and the Royal Saudi Land
Forces (RSLF) held a joint military exercise in Pakistan's
eastern city Muzaffargarh to boost military capabilities
and share expertise. This comes after in January,
representatives of both nations met in Islamabad and
discussed to increase bilateral cooperation in defense
matters. [Arab News]

Continuous tensions between China and
Philippines in South China Sea

(ms) The ongoing tensions between China and the
Philippines in the South China Sea have continued in
the last few days, raising concerns about maritime
security and territorial integrity in the region.

The China Coast Guard (CCG) recently removed a
floating barrier it had previously installed at Bajo de
Masinloc, also known as Scarborough Shoal, a
disputed territory claimed by both China and the
Philippines. This move came amid ongoing tensions in
the region, particularly regarding access to the shoal's
resources. However, despite the removal of the
barrier, Filipino fisherfolk continue to report incidents
involving foreign vessels, particularly from China,
operating within the Philippines’ exclusive economic
zone (EEZ). [GMA News Online 1]

Additionally, during a recent BFAR humanitarian
mission in the West Philippine Sea (the part of the
South China Sea laying in the exclusive economic zone
of the Philippines), the Philippines and China engaged
in radio challenges. The BFAR aircraft received radio
challenges from the Chinese Navy as it approached
Bajo de Masinloc. The Chinese Navy warned the
Philippine aircraft to alter its course, citing proximity to
China's Huangyan Island. In response, the Filipino
Military affirmed the aircraft's lawful maritime patrol
within the Philippines' exclusive economic zone (EEZ),
citing international law, including the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Despite the exchange,
the BFAR successfully helped Filipino fisherfolk, with at
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least 16 mother boats receiving food, water, and fuel.
The Philippine Coast Guard refuted claims of China
expelling BFAR ships, accusing China of spreading
falsehoods to hinder Philippine patrols in the area.
[Channel News Asia] [GMA News Online 2]

Furthermore, the BFAR has accused Chinese fishing
vessels of engaging in destructive practices, including
the use of cyanide for fishing purposes in the contest
waters. This has raised significant environmental
concerns, as cyanide fishing not only harms targeted
fish but also damages coral reefs and disrupts fragile
marine ecosystems. The Philippines has pledged to
investigate these allegations and take appropriate
measures to address the ecological damage caused by
such activities. The Chinese side on the other hand
denies the allegations. [Business Insider] [Rappler]

In response to escalating tensions in the region, the
Philippines has taken proactive steps to assert its
maritime interests, by deploying a warship to the
waters of Palawan Island, facing the South China Sea,
underscoring Manila's commitment to safeguarding its
territorial integrity and protecting its maritime domain.
This move aims to bolster efforts to monitor and
protect the country's western frontier, particularly in
light of recent incidents involving Chinese vessels
operating near Philippine-controlled territories.
[Reuters] [The Diplomate]

Canada launches “Explore Canadian
Flavors' promotion" to strengthen trade
ties with Philippines

(ms) Canada is strengthening its trade relations with
the Philippines, aiming to expand the presence of
Canadian brands across the country. Canada’s
Ambassador to the Philippines announced plans to
introduce more Canadian products, including artisanal
items, to the Philippine market.

During his visit to Cebu, he highlighted a partnership
between the Canadian Embassy Manila and Metro
Retail Stores Group Inc., launching the "Explore
Canadian Flavors" promotion. This initiative features
nearly 200 Canadian products, offering exclusive
discounts and complimentary gifts to customers. The
promotion, part of the 75th year of Canada-Philippines
diplomatic relations, reflects Canada's commitment to
further engagements in the Philippines, as emphasized
in meetings with local business leaders. [Philstar]
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South Korea's presidential aide hacked by
North Korea

(oy) The personal email of a staffer in President Yoon
Suk Yeol's office was hacked, presumably by North
Korea, prior to his state visit to the UK and France in
November 2023. The breach, which was detected and
addressed before the visit, was due to the staffer using
a private email for official work purposes, violating
existing security regulations.

The incident did not compromise the office’s security
system. Some reports suggest that the compromised
information included parts of President Yoon's
itinerary and remarks for his state visit to Britain. In
response to the breach, measures have been
implemented to enhance staff's security awareness
and prevent future incidents.

South Korea's Presidential Office added that it
continues to monitor external hacking attacks
regularly. North Korea is alleged to operate a
substantial state-sponsored hacking program. This
program is reportedly involved in extensive theft of
money and data, which is believed to support their
unauthorized nuclear and missile projects. [Yonhap]
[BBC] [AP]

South Korea reiterates commitment to
defending Northern Limit Line

(oy) On February 15, the South Korean military
reiterated its commitment to defending the Northern
Limit Line (NLL), the de facto maritime border with
North Korea. This comes after North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un’s refused to recognize NLL and called for
force against South Korean vessels violating North
Korean waters.

Kim Jong-un accused South Korea of sending warships
and patrol vessels to defend the NLL during a visit to
the test-fire of a new cruise missile, Padasuri-6. This
missile, believed to be a North Korean variant of
Russia’s Kh-35 Uran cruise missiles. The South Korean
military stated its preparedness to detect and intercept
these missiles.

This was North Korea's fifth cruise missile launch in
2024, happening two days prior to the 82nd birthday
of late former leader Kim Jong-il. The South Korean
military has not observed any infdications of North
Korea preparing for military parades ahead of the
major holiday. [Yonhap] [AP]
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South Korea establishes diplomatic
relations with Cuba

(oy) On February 14, South Korea established
diplomatic relations with Cuba, marking a significant
shift in its diplomatic efforts. The move is expected to
impact North Korea due to the historically close ties
between North Korea and Cuba.

The agreement was reached over the recent Lunar
New Year holiday and following an exchange of letters
between the United Nations representatives of South
Korea and Cuba in New York. The South Korean
government approved the establishment of diplomatic
relations with Cuba during a Cabinet meeting earlier
last week but did not announce it to safeguard secrecy
surrounding the highly sensitive diplomatic
negotiations. The US was informed of South Korea's
decision in advance.

A senior South Korean presidential official was cited as
saying the establishment of South Korea-Cuba
diplomatic relations will deal a “considerable political
and psychological blow” to North Korea, adding that it
signaled “where the main tide lies in the flow of history,
and also who is involved in that main tide". [Yonhap_1]
[AP]

On whether there were direct communications
between both countries' leaders, the official said that
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol was kept
informed of the developments but had no direct
contact with his Cuban President, Miguel Diaz-Canel.
[South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Reuters]
[Yonhap 2]

South Korea is hopeful that the newly established
relations would benefit South Korea’s economy. The
Presidential Office has said that it would assist
businesses in setting up operation in Cuba and look
forward to cooperation opportunities in the energy,
medical and biotechnology sector [Yonhap 3].

South Korean National Assembly Speaker
concludes nine days trip to Croatia and
Bulgaria

(oy) From February 7 to 15, South Korea's National
Assembly Speaker Kim Jin-pyo visited Croatia to
strengthen bilateral relations and economic
cooperation. The visit aimed to expand trade and
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investment with Croatia, which joined the Eurozone
and the Schengen Area last year, and to enhance
economic cooperation and parliamentary diplomacy
with Bulgaria, which has a comprehensive future-
oriented partnership with South Korea. [South Korea
National Assembly 1] [South Korea National
Assembly 2]

On February 8, Kim met Croatia’s Prime Minister
Andrej Plenkovi¢ and Speaker of Parliament Gordan
Jandrokovi¢, and discussed expanding trade and
investment in port, energy, information and
communication technology, and defense sectors. He
also congratulated Croatia on joining the Eurozone and
the Schengen Area and expressed hope for more
tourism exchange.

In response, Plenkovi¢ expressed satisfaction with the
increase in South Korean tourists’ post-pandemic and
hopes that Korea could share its Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
accession experience. He also intends to make Rijeka
Port, co-developed with Korea, a gateway for Korea to
Europe. Jandrokovi¢ hopes that both countries could
contribute to ending the Russia-Ukraine and Israel-
Hamas conflicts. He also welcomed more Korean
companies, especially in information and
communication technology and other high-tech fields,
to do business in Bulgaria. [South Korea National
Assembly 3]

On February 12, Kim met Bulgaria’s President Rumen
Radev and Speaker of Parliament Rosen Zhelyazkov.
He encouraged the expansion of economic and
cultural exchanges between the two countries and for
more Korean companies to enter Bulgaria, requesting
support from the Bulgarian government and
parliament.

Kim also voiced support for Bulgaria's OECD
membership bid and shared Korea’s experience. He
proposed signing a trade promotion partnership
agreement, the Trade and Investment Promotion
Framework, between both countries. Kim's visit is the
first by a Korean Speaker of Parliament to Bulgaria in
15 years.

President Radev thanked Kim for his good suggestions
and promised that the relevant departments would
promptly resolve the difficulties faced by Korean
companies. He expressed interest in meeting with
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to discuss
potential defense industry collaborations, adding that
Bulgaria is interested in South Korea's FA-50 fighter jet
and the K-2 tank. Radev also expressed his hope for
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more South Korean information technology and high-
tech companies to conduct business in Bulgaria.

Separately, Kim and Zhelyazkov discussed support for
South Korean companies participating in a nuclear
reactor construction project in Kozloduy. Zelyazkov
expressed hope for a deeper strategic relationship
between Bulgaria and Korea, especially in attracting
investment from South Korean companies. [Yonhap]
[South Korea National Assembly 4] [South Korea
National Assembly_5]

Conclusion of 17th Korea-Japan
Disarmament Non-Proliferation
Consultation

(oy) On February 16, South Korea's Director-General
for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Diplomatic Planning,
Youn Jong-kwon, met with Japan’s Director of the
Department of Disarmament and Nonproliferation
Science, Katsuro Kitagawa, in Tokyo.

South Korea and Japan agreed to collaborate on
various security challenges, including disarmament,
non-proliferation, and the military use of artificial
intelligence and space security. They plan to
strengthen regimes for disarmament, non-
proliferation, and export control, including nuclear and
conventional weapons.

Both countries expressed concerns about North
Korea's advanced nuclear and missile threats and the
illicit arms trade that violates UN Security Council
resolutions. They agreed to continue joint efforts in
various organizations, including the United Nations, to
elicit a response from the international community.

Earlier on February 15, 2024, Yoon met with Yasuhiro
Kobe, Director General of the General Foreign Policy
Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. They
discussed various emerging security issues and ways
to cooperate between the South Korea and Japan in
the UN Security Council, including the issue of North
Korean nuclear capabilities. [South Korea Ministry of
Foreign Affairs] [Yonhap]

South Korean foreign minister expected
to meet US, Japanese counterpart at G20

(oy) South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul is
expected to meet US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
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and Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa at the
Group of 20 (G20) foreign ministers' meeting on
February 21. The three countries are expected to
reiterate their firm position against North Korea.
[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

The meeting comes amidst the establishment of
diplomatic relations between South Korea and Cuba.
At the same time, North Korea had expressed interest
in a summit with Japan (see article in the edition).

Earlier on February 15, North Korea’s leader Kim Yo
Jong, sister of Kim Jong Un, had stated that a summit
with Japan could happen if Japan is willing to meet
certain preconditions. [The Japan Times]

South Korea conducts joint military drill
with US

(oy) South Korean and US Marines are currently
conducting a joint military training. The training is part
of the 3-week US Marine Corps’ Korea Marine Exercise
Program, designed to hone combined defensive
capabilities.

On February 18, US Marines based in Okinawa, Japan,
arrived in South Korea to participate in the training.
[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

Significant Chinese military presence near
Taiwan with aircraft crossing median line

(xc/jr) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense reported a
considerable increase in Chinese military activity near
its airspace, with 14 warplanes and drones detected
close to Taiwan on February 14 afternoon. Notably,
nine of these aircraft, including Shenyang J-16 fighter
jets and Shaanxi Y-8 transport planes, crossed the
median line of the Taiwan Strait, breaching what has
long been regarded as an informal boundary between
the two sides.

The crossing of the median line by Chinese military
assets marks a continued escalation in tensions, a
trend that has become more pronounced following
significant diplomatic visits to Taiwan. Additionally, the
use of balloons for surveillance over Taiwan represents
a new dimension in Beijing's strategy in the region.

The air defense identification zone (ADIZ), while not
recognized as territorial airspace under international
law, is an area where Taiwan asserts the right to
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identify and control foreign aircraft approaching its
territory, emphasizing the seriousness with which it
views these incursions. [Focus Taiwan]

Chinese coast guard increases presence
near Kinmen

(xc) Following Beijing's dismissal of restricted water
zones, four Chinese coast guard vessels were observed
near Kinmen County's designated restricted area on
February 19.

This move comes shortly after China's Taiwan Affairs
Office refuted the existence of "prohibited or restricted
waters" between Xiamen and Kinmen, challenging
Taiwan's maritime boundaries after a recent incident
involving an unregistered Chinese boat in the
restricted zone led to two fatalities.

The vessels, ranging from 15m to 92m in length, were
spotted circling Kinmen's north, south, and southeast
regions, signaling an escalated Chinese presence in the
area.

In response, Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Council
reaffirmed its commitment to enforcing maritime laws
within its restricted and prohibited zones, promising to
expel or detain unauthorized vessels.

This stance comes in the wake of China's 2021 Coast
Guard Law, which asserts the right to apply Chinese
laws in contested waters, leading to a significant surge
in maritime enforcement actions by China. [Taipei
Times]

Taiwan commits to strengthen ties with
Palau

(xc) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has
reiterated its dedication to fostering peace, prosperity,
and stability in the Indo-Pacific region alongside Palau,
despite China's attempts to sway the Pacific nation
away from Taiwan.

The ministry highlighted Taiwan's ongoing support for
Palau's tourism development, aiming to bolster the
island nation's economic resilience and sustainability,
especially in the post-COVID era. This includes
maintaining stable direct flights and collaborating with
allied countries to support Palau's growth.
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The affirmation comes in light of Palau President
Surangel Whipps Jr.'s letter to a U.S. senator, shared by
researcher Cleo Paskal, outlining China's economic
overtures to Palau and emphasizing the strategic
importance of the U.S. Congress renewing the
Compacts of Free Association (COFA) aid package.

The Compacts of Free Association (COFA) are
agreements between the United States and three
independent countries in the Pacific Ocean:
Micronesia, Marshall Islands, and Palau. Under the
COFA agreements, the United States provides
substantial financial aid to these countries. In
exchange, the U.S. gains exclusive military access and
strategic advantages in the Pacific region. The 7 billion
USD fund was delayed by the US congress after the
renewal of the 20-year agreement last year. [VoA]

The COFA renewal, crucial for Palau and other Pacific
nations, faces hurdles in U.S. legislative approval, with
Whipps warning that delays could lead to increased
Chinese influence and potential shifts in regional
alliances, including Palau's support for Taiwan. [Focus
Taiwan]

Thailand braces for refugee influx after
Myanmar junta announces activation of
conscription law

(msz/Im) Myanmar's recent announcement to draft
60,000 young men and women yearly for military
service under its newly activated conscription law, has
heightened concerns in Thailand about an influx of
individuals seeking refuge from the compulsory
military services. [Voice of America]

The conscription measure was activated on February
10 by order of the chairman of the ruling military
council, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, with call-ups
beginning after the April festival marking the country's
traditional New Year. Under the law, men aged 18 to
35 and women 18 to 27 can be drafted into the armed
forces for two years. A higher age limit of 45 for men
and 35 for women applies in certain professional
categories such as medical doctors and engineers, and
their term of service is three years. [AIR No. 7,
February/2024, 2]

The overwhelming demand is evident, with as many as
a thousand Myanmar citizens per day queuing at the
Thai embassy in Yangon to apply for visas. In light of
this, the Thai embassy in Myanmar has implemented
measures to manage the surge of refugees,
announcing a restriction of 400 visa applications per
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day effective from February 15. Additionally, Myanmar
passport holders are now permitted to enter Thailand
for tourism purposes without a visa for up to 14 days.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In light of the arrests along the Thai border stemming
from the situation, analysts are calling on Bangkok to
take proactive measures. Considering that Thailand is
not a signatory to the Refugee Convention, they
emphasize the importance of establishing safe zones
and collaborating with the United Nations to address
the crisis effectively.

For his part, Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has
emphasized that Myanmar nationals entering Thailand
illegally will be subject to legal consequences. He
sought to alleviate concerns about potential job
displacement among the local populace, citing
Thailand's low unemployment rate and ongoing
demand for labor from neighboring countries.
[Bangkok Post 2]

In unrelated developments, Thailand’s arrmy chief,
General Jaroenchai Hintao, has refuted allegations that
the Thai military is the source of weapons smuggled to
rebel forces in Myanmar's border regions. He
emphasized measures in place to oversee and verify
the military's arsenal. [The Nation Thailand]

Thai, United States navies to being
salvage of HTMS Sukhothai

(Im) The Thai and United States navies plan to
commence a joint operation on February 22, as part of
the forthcoming 2024 Cobra Gold military exercise, to
salvage HTMS Sukhothai, a US-built vessel that sank off
the coast of Thailand’s Prachuap Khiri Khan province in
2022. This mission aims to locate five missing crew
members, collect underwater evidence for further
investigation, permanently disable US armaments on
the ship, and salvage equipment and armaments.
[Bangkok Post]

This development comes after the Royal Thai Navy
(RTN) canceled a tender awarded to a local company
planning to use Chinese equipment to salvage the
HTMS Sukhothai after discovering that the winning
bidder could not perform the operation independently
of outside support. [AIR No. 5, January/2024, 5]

Prior to this, the Joint United States Military Advisory
Group Thailand (JUSMAGTHAI) had for the second time
expressed concerns about the RTN's lack of response
to US inquiries since the incident in December 2022.
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They reminded the RTN to comply with their
agreement, especially regarding the choice of a Thai
contractor working with China for the salvage
operation. [AIR No. 4, January/2024, 4]

Argentinian businesses praise investment
environment in Vietnam

(wn) La Nacion, an Argentine newspaper, recently
featured an article endorsing Vietnam's business
landscape. It urges Argentinian firms to venture into
the Southeast Asian market. Despite a trade surplus of
$640 million USD in 2023, Argentina's presence in
Vietnam remains limited. [Vietnam Plus]

Russian company is seeking millions in
compensation from PetroVietham

(wn) A Russian electrical equipment manufacturer
owned by Alexey Mordashov, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of one of Russia's largest steel companies, is
seeking USD 500 million in compensation from
PetroVietnam, Vietnam's state-owned oil and gas
enterprise, after securing an arbitral award against
them in November 2023. [RFA]

The case was filed at the Singapore International
Arbitration Centre and aimed to reclaim investments
made in a power plant project in Vietnam. The Russian
company, Power Machines, filed another case against
PetroVietnam and its Russian representative in
February 2024, details of which remain undisclosed.

The project in question, possibly the Long Phu 1
Thermal Power project - a large-scale thermal power
plant project located in Vietnam'’s Soc Trang province -
was suspended in 2018 due to United States sanctions
against the Russian contractor. Despite Power
Machines attributing the suspension to force majeure,
PetroVietnam allegedly failed to meet obligations,
leading to the lawsuit.

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

21 February 2024 @ 12:0021 February 2024 @ 7:00
p.m. (GMT+4), Atlantic Council, USA

The potential of Al-driven business
solutions on the SME industry in the UAE

Join this discussion on how the adoption of Al
innovations into business strategies and
implementations could improve the output of SMEs in
the MENA region.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

21 February 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic
Council, USA

China in the Global South: Development
and influence in a shifting global order

Join the event that brings experts from across the
Global South, the private sector, and the US
government to establish an understanding of China's
bid to lead the Global South.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

21 February 2024 @ 9:30-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5), United
States Institute of Peace, USA

Peace, Security and Prosperity in the
Sahel

Join USIP for a discussion featuring perspectives from
regional experts and former government officials on
practical options to respond to a rapidly shifting
political landscape in the western Sahel. The
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conversation follows the publication of the final report
of the USIP Bipartisan Sahel Senior Study Group and
will explore opportunities for mitigating conflict and
advancing durable peace in the region.

For more information, visit [USIP].

21 February 2024 @ 5:00-6:30 p.m. (GMT), ODI, UK

People power? Lessons from civic
campaigns for tax reform and their role in
creating fairer societies

This event explores lessons from recent case studies
where civic activism has successfully influenced tax
reform. It draws on a new book 'A Taxing Journey: How
Civic Actors Influence Tax Policy' edited by Paolo de
Renzio with contributors from academics,
practitioners, and civil society organizations covering
seven countries: France, Guatemala, Kenya, Mexico,
the Philippines, Uganda, and the United States. The
discussion considers a variety of influencing
approaches and how civic actors, governments and
donors can work more effectively together to achieve
fairer societies.

For more information, visit [ODI].

21 February 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT), The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, UK

Russia's Invasion of Ukraine, Two Years
On

The panel, bringing together expertise on military
operations and the broader geopolitical context,
stands ready to tackle a wide range of questions
relating to the direction of the conflict.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

22 February 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT), The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, UK

Peter Roberts and Paddy Walker on War’s
Changed Landscape
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In this wide-ranging conversation, the speakers will
reflect on the relationship between international
conflict practices, emerging military technologies, and
the norms of modern warfare both before and after
Europe’s seminal 2022 developments.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

22 February 2024 @ 5:00-6:30 p.m. (GMT), ODI, UK

Living under the Taliban: gender,
insecurity and child marriage in
Afghanistan

The panel of informed experts working in and on
Afghanistan, will discuss the findings and explore
gendered experiences of insecurity beyond an absence
of active combat. It will identify recommendations for
governments (particularly UK) to consider when
looking for pathways for engagement with the Taliban,
the role of diplomacy in that process, and the need to
maintain key benchmarks for the rights of women and
girls in any relations with the regime.

For more information, visit [ODI].

22 February 2024 @ 3:30-5:00 a.m. (GMT-5), United
States Institute of Peace, USA

Papua New Guinea One Month After the
Riots

Join USIP for a conversation on what's changed in the
month since riots engulfed the Pacific Islands' largest
and most populous nation as well as how U.S. and
international policymakers can respond to the causes
that are driving instability in Papua New Guinea.

For more information, visit [USIP].

22 February 2024 @ 11:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for a New American Security, USA

Safe@Home | A Conversation on Swatting

In this episode of Safe@Home speaker series, Kenneth
Corey, former NYPD Chief of Department, and Josh
Campbell, CNAS Adjunct Senior Fellow, and CNN
Correspondent, will sit for a conversation on the
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increase of incidents targeting public officials,
challenges to law enforcement agencies in terms of
resources, capacity, and risk, and proposed legislative
remedies at the state and federal levels.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

22 February 2024 @ 4:00-5:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Center
for International Governance Innovation, Canada

Surveillance Capitalism

Join this event for an urgent discussion on “surveillance
capitalism,” its threat to our information civilization,
and how its trajectory undermines democratic norms
and the centuries-long evolution of market capitalism.

For more information, visit [CIGI].

22 February 2024 @ 9:30-10:15 a.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Is North Korea Going to War? The Capital
Cable #88

This event brings together three top North Korea
experts who have each written recently to address this
topic.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

22 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

A Human Rights Approach to Ukraine's
Rapid Digitalization

Join CSIS for a virtual event on a human rights-
centered approach to Ukraine's digitalization, including
guardrails around facial recognition, cybersecurity, and
online accessibility.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

22 February 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA
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Ukraine in the Balance: A Battlefield
Update on the War in Ukraine

Join the CSIS International Security Program for a
virtual discussion with Dr. Seth G. Jones, Dr. Eliot A.
Cohen, Emily Harding, and the Honorable Michael
Vickers on the state of the war today, Ukrainian and
Russian strategy moving forward, and the future of
U.S. and other Western aid to Ukraine.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

22 February 2024 @ 3:00 -4:00 p.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

Understanding the role of armed actors
across the Middle East

In this webinar, a panel of experts will discuss: How do
the networks of the ‘axis of resistance’ operate
domestically and transnationally? What makes up their
military, economic, and ideological authority? What is
their relationship to the state in these countries? How
does this impact the political, economic, and security
landscape? How do these groups relate to Iran and the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps? Are they proxies or
do they have autonomy? What are the tools that
policymakers are currently using to approach and
respond to these groups, and are they working? What
can be done to reduce possible conflict in the region?

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

22 February 2024 @ 2:00 -3:15 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

DAP in post-2022 Malaysia: Deals,
Ambitions, Provocations

This seminar addresses three major questions
surrounding DAP in contemporary Malaysia. what are
the ongoing challenges, at the party leadership and
grassroots levels, regarding the deals—in federal and
state governments—struck to be in power? what are
the priorities and compromises in DAP’s pursuit of
political ambitions and policy platforms, especially its
staple of reforms? how is DAP negotiating the
treacherous terrain of ethno-religious politics,
particularly with its defense of human rights and
equality while regularly being provoked and
stigmatized?
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For more information, visit [ISEAS].

22 February 2024 @ 11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

Book Launch | American Diplomacy
Toward Lebanon: Lessons in Foreign
Policy and the Middle East by Ambassador
David Hale

In this event Ambassador Hale, a Global Fellow at the
Wilson Center and former Ambassador to Lebanon,
examines several key episodes in US diplomatic history
with Lebanon, starting with the country's
independence in 1943 up until the present moment.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

23 February 2024 @ 11:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

A Brazilian Perspective on the G20:
Debriefing the First Ministerial Meeting

Following the inaugural meeting of foreign ministers in
late February, Brazil Institute Director Bruna Santos
and analyst Lourival Sant’Anna will provide insights on
the outcomes of the dialogue and Brazil's agenda for
the remainder of its G20 presidency.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

23 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Delivering for the Warfighter: The
Importance of Executing Space
Acquisition Programs

Join the Aerospace Security Project for an engaging
conversation with Assistant Secretary Calvelli,
moderated by ASP Director Kari A. Bingen. The
conversation will span the implementation of these
guidelines and best practices to date, re-optimization
initiatives within the Department of the Air Force, and
the space industrial base.

For more information, visit [CSIS].
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26 February 2024 @ 12:00-1:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Belfer
Center, USA

Energy Policy Seminar: "Advancing
Equitable Clean Technology Investment"

Join this Energy Policy Seminar featuring Jahi Wise,
Senior Advisor to the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency. Wise will give a talk
on "Advancing Equitable Clean Technology
Investment."

For more information, visit [Belfer].

26 February 2024 @ 12:30-1:45 p.m. (GMT), The
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and
Security Studies, UK

Webinar: Launching the Integrated
Security Fund: An Address by Baroness
Neville-Rolfe DBE CMG

The speakers at the event will reflect on how the ISF
intends to build on the strengths of the CSSF, as well as
how the government aims to use the expanded remit
of the ISF to help bolster the UK's security and
resilience in the face of emerging and long-standing
threats.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

26 February 2024 @ 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

PONI 2024 Virtual Winter Conference

The Project on Nuclear Issues (PONI) will host its 2024
Virtual Winter Conference on February 26. The theme
of this conference is "Nuclear Lessons Learned from
the Ukraine Conflict," with presentations related to
nuclear rhetoric and brinksmanship, escalation
management, and changes in the perceived value of
nuclear weapons.

For more information, visit [CSIS].
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26 February 2024 @ 8:00 -9:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Carnegie Global Dialogue: China and
Europe

Join Carnegie China for the third event of the 2024
Carnegie Global Dialogue Series. Lizza Bomassi, deputy
director of Carnegie Europe, will moderate a discussion
with Yifan Ding, president of the China Society for
France Studies, and Alice Ekman, senior analyst at the
European Union Institute for Security Studies.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

26 February 2024 @ 6:00 -7:00 p.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

Ending the Russo-Ukrainian war:
scenarios and consequences

The shape of future Ukrainian, European and global
security hangs in the balance. As the war in Ukraine
reaches the two year mark, a deadlock has taken hold
on the battlefield. Chatham House experts outline
some of the possible scenarios for how the end of
fighting might come about and the consequences
emanating from each scenario.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

26 February 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. (GMT),
Chatham House, UK

How is the Eastern Mediterranean
geopolitics shifting?

Join this event where experts examine the impacts of
the Gaza war and Greece-Turkey de-escalation on

regional security and cooperation.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

26 February 2024 @ 4:00 -5:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Wilson
Center, USA

Germany in the World: A Global History,
1500-2000
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Join this event for a dive into Germany’s history. David
Blackbourn’s book, which interweaves geopolitics,
culture, economics, and movements of people,
transcends the conventional boundaries of modern
German history, taking readers from the Australian
bush to Shanghai, German scientists in Siberia to
America’s “Little Germanys”.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

27 February 2024 @ 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
The Heritage Foundation, USA

The Dangers of Gender Ideology at Home
and Abroad

In this event, panels of experts from Europe and the
Western Hemisphere discuss the destructive impact of
these government initiatives and the need for an
international coalition to combat gender ideology.

For more information, visit [The Heritage Foundation].

27 February 2024 @ 4:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Istituto
Affari Internazionali, Italy

Young Women and Next Generation
Initiative - The Future of Warfare: The
Role of Drones and Emerging Technology

The event will feature Dr. Raluca Csernatoni, a Fellow
at Carnegie Europe, who will discuss the use of
emerging technologies, such as Al and drones, in the
military sphere, covering challenges and risks, and
analysing how emerging technologies will impact the
future of warfare.

For more information, visit [Istituto Affari
Internazionali].

27 February 2024 @ 9:00 -9:45 a.m. (GMT-5),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Getting China Right: A Conversation With
David Rennie

Join Aaron David Miller as he sits down with David
Rennie, the Economist’s bureau chief in Beijing, to
discuss China’s serious challenges, even dangers in
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some areas, for America. Is Washington overlooking
China’s weaknesses and vulnerabilities, and
misunderstanding what China wants from America and
the world? Are we getting China right? and more
discussion.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

27 February 2024 @ 8:00 a.m. -6:00 p.m. (GMT),
Chatham House, UK

Security and Defence 2024

The 2024 conference will explore the implications of
the changing global security order, as well as the
nature of conflict and the potential avenues for
enhanced cooperation on issues of common and
strategic interest to successfully tackle 21st-century
threats.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

27 February 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic
Council, USA

Freedom and Prosperity Research
Conference

In this event Scholars and policymakers from around
the world present their research and analysis on
international development and the relationship

between freedom and prosperity.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

Recent book releases

Denisa Kostovicova, Reconciliation by Stealth: How
People Talk about War Crimes, Cornell University
Press, 399 pages, published May 15, 2023, reviewed in
[LSE Review of Books].

Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, Is Artificial Intelligence
Racist?: The Ethics of Al and the Future of Humanity,
Bloomsbury Academic, 160 pages, published July 13,
2023. For review, see [LSE Review of Books].

Jeremy Garlick, Advantage China: Agent of Change in
an Era of Global Disruption, Bloomsbury Academic,
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232 pages, published November 2, 2023. Visit [Asian
Review of Books] to read a review.

Calls

The National Changhua University of Education,
Taiwan, invites paper proposals for its Twenty-First
International Conference on Technology, Knowledge,
and Society on “Learning from Artificial Intelligence:
Pedagogical Futures and Transformative
Possibilities,” to be held on April 25-26, 2025, in
Changhua City, Taiwan. The advance abstract
submission deadline is June 25, 2024, the late abstract
submission deadline is March 25, 2025. For more
information, see [techandsoc.com].

The Erasmus School of Law invites paper proposals
for its conference “Law, Regulation and Technology:
Healthy, Sustainable, and Safe Smart Cities” to be
held on 26-27 June 2024. The deadline for abstract
submission is March 25, 2024. For more information,
see [Erasmus School of Law].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,
or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.
Applications are accepted until open until filled. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in
Beirut, Lebanon. Applications are accepted until March
3, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Associate to be based in
Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until
March 3, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Assistant Human Rights Officer to
be based in Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are
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accepted until March 1, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Grant Scheme Coordinator to be
based in Tirana, Albania. Applications are accepted
until March 1, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Administrative Assistant to be
based in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Applications are
accepted until March 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Food
Security and Nutrition Junior Consultant
Consultant to be based in Italy. Applications are
accepted until February 24, 2024. More information is
provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
International Consultant - Programme Policy
Officer (School Feeding) to be based in Abidjan, Ivory
Coast. Applications are accepted until March 1, 2024.
More information is provided at [WEP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Consultant, Senior Disaster Risk Management
Expert - Tropical Cyclone and Flood Products to be
based in Indonesia. Applications are accepted until
March 11, 2024. More information is provided at
[WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Security
Officer NOA Sittwe to be based in Myanmar.
Applications are accepted until March 1, 2024. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Business
Support Assistant to be based in Sierra Leone.
Applications are accepted until March 1, 2024. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Human Resources Assistant to be based in
Budapest, Hungary. Applications are accepted until
March 3, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Information Management Officer (Social Policy)
to be based in Damascus, Syria. Applications are
accepted until March 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].
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The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Executive Associate to be based in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras. Applications are accepted until March 4,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Fundraising Specialist to be based in Panama City,
Panama. Applications are accepted until February 26,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Child Protection Officer to be based in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. Applications are accepted until March
2, 2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Resource Mobilization Officer, to be based in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until March
17, 2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Health Dialogue Officer to be based in Kyiv, Ukaine.
Applications are accepted until March 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Human Resources Officer Officer to be based in
Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until
March 3, 2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Officer (Director-General Office) to be
based in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are
accepted until March 8, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHQO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Logistic Officer to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until March 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Sanctions Expert to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until October 22,
2024. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Senior
Finance and Budget Assistant (Financial
Information) to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until March 18, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Chief,
Chinese Translation and Text Processing Section to
be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted
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until April 2, 2024. More information is provided at
[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Associate Gender Capacity Officer to be based in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Applications are accepted until
March 4, 2024. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Reviser (French) to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until April 3, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Technology for Programs Lead, to be based in United
Kingdom and Ireland. Applications are accepted until
July 15, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
GBV (Gender Based Violence) Caseworker to be
based in Poland. Applications are accepted until
March 15, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Digital Communications Officer, Global
Partnerships to be based in Ireland, United Kingdom,
and United States. Applications are accepted until July
15, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Community Wellness Program Manager to be based
in United States. Applications are accepted until April
14, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Global Data Scientist, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until July 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Agriculture Disaster Risk Reduction/
Climate Change Adaptation (DRR/CCA) Specialist to
be based in Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications are
accepted until March 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Agricultural Officer (Seeds Production and
Distribution Expert) to be based in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Applications are
accepted until March 8, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Communication Specialist, to be based in New
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York, United States. Applications are accepted until
March 16, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Phytosanitary Standard Setting Specialist to be
based in Rome, Italy. Applications are accepted until
March 16, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Technical Adviser (Economist) to be based in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Applications are accepted until
March 8, 2024. More information is provided at [FAQ].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Community Security Specialist to be based in
Costa Rica. Applications are accepted until March 1,
2024. More information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Protection Coordinator, to be based in Erbil,
Irag. Applications are accepted until February 29, 2024.
More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Project Officer to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until March 6,
2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Supply Chain Officer to be based in Bangkok,
Thailand. Applications are accepted until February 27,
2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Movement Operations Manager to be based
in Algiers, Algeria. Applications are accepted until

March 3, 2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Senior Advisor to the
Executive Secretary (P-5), to be based in Vienna,
Austria. Applications are accepted until March 10,
2024. More information is provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Senior Policy and
Programme Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Finance and
Accounting Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [CTBTO].
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The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate Budget
and Planning IT Officer, to be based in Vienna,
Austria. Applications are accepted until March 10,
2024. More information is provided at [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Partnerships Senior Advisor -
Liaison to be based in Multiple Locations. Applications
are accepted until March 10, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Advisor to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until March 3, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Administration Assistant to be
based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted
until March 15, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Health, Safety, Social and
Environmental to be based in Ukraine. Applications
are accepted until March 1, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Operations Specialist to be based
in Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are accepted until
February 29, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNOPS].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Chief of Party to be based in Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso. Applications are accepted until not specified.
More information is provided at [FHI 360].
The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Finance Manager to be based in Jakarta, Indonesia.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Monitoring, Evaluating, Adapting, Learning, and
Data System Strengthening Advisor to be based in
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Applications are accepted
until not specified. More information is provided at
[EHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Deputy Chief of Partyto be based in Ouagadougou,
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Burkina Faso. Applications are accepted until not
specified. More information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Reporting Officer to be based in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

The United States Military Academy (USMA) in West
Point, New York is inviting applications for an
Assistant or Associate Professor - Sustainability,
Environmental Science, Geography, Climate
Studies. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [USMA].

Marist College in New York, United States is inviting
applications for a Faculty and Staff job
opportunities. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Marist College].

University of Detroit Mercy in Michigan, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of Political Science. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[University of Detroit Mercy]

Simmons University in Massachusetts, United States
is inviting applications for a Lecturer, Department of
Politics and Policy. Application submission deadline is
not specified. For more details, see_[Simmons
University]

The School of Plant and Environmental Science at
Virginia Tech in Virginia, United States is inviting
applications for a Research Scientist. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Virginia Tech]

College of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts, United
States is inviting applications for a Visiting Full-Time
Faculty Position in Political Science (Comparative
Politics). Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [College of the Holy
Cross]

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in Hong Kong
is inviting applications for a Global Search for Chair
Professors / Professors / Associate Professors /
Assistant Professors / Research Assistant
Professors. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University]

Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor of
Environmental Studies. Application submission
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deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[Dickinson College].

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in Hong Kong
is inviting applications for a Presidential Young
Scholars Scheme. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University]

Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor and
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Food Justice.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Oberlin College].

Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Two-year Visiting Assistant
Professor of Asian American Studies. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Williams College]

Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
English, Romanticism. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[Williams College]

Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Rank open professor in
Queer of Color Critique, additional interest in
Disability Studies/Crip Theory, and/or Feminist
Technoscience Studies, and/or Migration.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Williams College]

Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
in United States is inviting applications for a 2024
Grant and Fellowship Programs. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Center for Retirement Research at Boston
College]

Arcadia University in Glenside, Pennsylvania is
inviting applications for a Visiting Assistant
Professor, Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is open until March 15, 2024. For more
details, see [Arcadia University]

Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
Sport Psychology. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Florida State
University]

Bates College in Lewiston, Maine is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor of
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History. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [Bates College]

Auburn University in Alabama, United States is
inviting applications for a Development Programs
Administrator- Human Sciences. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Auburn University]

Yale Program for the Study of Antisemitism in New
Haven, Connecticut is inviting applications for a
Postdoctoral Associate, Whitney Humanities
Center at Yale. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Yale University]

The Program in Asian American Studies (ASAM) at
Penn in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a Panda Express Postdoctoral
Fellowship in Asian American Studies. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [University of Pennsylvanial.

Virginia Tech’s Urban Affairs and Planning Program
in the School of Public and International Affairs, in
Virginia, United States is inviting applications for an
Assistant or Associate Professor of Environmental
Law and Policy. Application submission deadline is
open until March 1, 2024. For more details, see
[Virginia Tech]

The University of Chicago in Chicago, lllinois is
inviting applications for an Instructional Professor -
Sociology. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [The University of
Chicago]

The University of Chicago in Chicago, Illinois is
inviting applications for an Instructional Professor -
Political Science. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [The University
of Chicago]

The University of Chicago in Chicago, Illinois is
inviting applications for an Instructional Professor -
Psychology. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see_ [The University of
Chicago]

Harvard University in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Lecturer or Senior Lecturer
in Spiritual Care. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Harvard
University]

Middlebury College in Vermont, United States is
inviting applications for Mellon Humanities for All
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Times Post-Doctoral Fellowship. Application
submission deadline is open until May 1, 2024. For
more details, see [Middlebury College]

University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, North
Dakota (US) is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of English. Application submission deadline
is open until March 18, 2024. For more details, see
[University of North Dakota]

Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, United States
is inviting applications for the Guarini Dean’s
Dissertation and Postdoctoral Fellowship in Asian
American Studies. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Dartmouth
College]

Morgan State University in Maryland, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
School of Education and Urban Studies- Center on
Urban Violence and Crime Reduction. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Morgan State University]

The University of Washington School of Law in
Seattle, Washington State is inviting applications for a
Visiting or Acting Assistant Professor and
Residential Legal Fellow. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see [The
University of Washington].

University of North Carolina at Pembroke in
Pembroke, North Carolina is inviting applications for a
Lecturer in Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[University of North Carolina at Pembroke]

University of South Carolina in South Carolina,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of History and African American Studies.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of South Carolina]

University of New England in Maine, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,
Environmental Social Sciences (Global Ecology and
Social Justice). Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [University of
New England].

University of New England in Maine, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor,
Environmental Social Sciences (Climate Change).
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see_[University of New England].
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California Polytechnic State University in San Luis
Obispo, California is inviting applications for an
Assistant Professor in Modern. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [California Polytechnic State University].

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Aida Pachedji (ap), Bintang
Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fateen Farhan (ff), Felicitas Diecke
(fd), Jason Wang (jw), Jonathan Riley (jr), Joseph Black (jb),
Lawrence Brenner (Ib), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen
(ms), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Minty Gow (mg), Nang Su
Thiri Win (nw), Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm), Saranya Setthi,
Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Teerada Thammapoonphol (tt),
Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo
Naing (wn), Wutyi Aung (wa), Xiangyi Chen (xc), Yudo
Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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