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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Bulgaria's

Liberation Day and South Korea’s March 15t Movement
Day this week.

With best wishes,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Strengthening of discipline
inspection to enforce Xi Jinping's
directives

(ms) The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) unveiled the
"Regulations on Inspection Work of the Communist
Party of China" (read full text), revised regulations
aimed at bolstering discipline inspection, marking a
significant step in the ongoing centralization of power
under President Xi Jinping's leadership.

Approved during a Politburo meeting on January 31
and circulated within the party on February 8, these
revisions underscore the party's determination to
enforce Xi's directives with heightened scrutiny.

The revamped regulations highlight the concept of
"political supervision," emphasizing the Party's


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-j/

oversight of its organs at all levels, from the highest
organs to the grassroot levels. This includes
safeguarding Xi's core status, authority, and
centralized leadership, effectively consolidating power
within the party. By prioritizing political alignment, the
regulation aims to ensure unwavering loyalty to Xi's
vision and ideology.

Central to the revisions is the intensified focus on
implementing major decisions and directives,
particularly those articulated by Xi. This prioritization
underscores the Party's commitment to aligning
actions with Xi's vision for China's future, solidifying his
authority within the party hierarchy and beyond.

Furthermore, the scope of discipline inspection has
been expanded to include a wider range of institutions,
such as key state-owned enterprises, financial
institutions, and educational establishments.
Inspectors are granted broader access to government
departments, empowering them to ensure compliance
with directives and root out any dissent or deviation
from the Party line.

These revisions reflect a continuation of the trend
towards centralization of power under Xi Jinping's
leadership. By strengthening discipline inspection and
emphasizing political loyalty, the Party aims to solidify
Xi's position as the paramount leader and ensure strict
adherence to his agenda. [South China Morning Post]
[Xinhua]

Xi made clear that he demands "unison of thought"
and the associated unrestricted loyalty to him and his
vision [see AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3]. A declaration
that he can now potentially enforce even more
strongly at all party levels with the new regulations.

The efforts to centralize power, to which his anti-
corruption campaign launched in 2013 is widely seen
as an effective means, have been part of Xi's tenure at
the helm of the party and the country. Recent
dismissals of high-ranking officials like Foreign Minister
Qin Gang and Defense Minister Li Shangfu, whom Xi
accused of betrayal [see AR No. 44, October/2023, 5]
and within the military that reached deep into China’s
military-industrial complex have drawn significant
attention and have raised questions about potential
resistance to Xi within the party leadership.

Simultaneously, the unveiling of these regulations
coincided with the prosecution of two prominent
provincial officials for corruption. Hu Qiang, formerly a
senior political advisor in east China's Jiangxi Province,
has been placed under investigation on suspicion of
severe violations of discipline rules and laws, an often-
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used euphemism for corruption. Likewise, Sun
Zhigang, former secretary of the Communist Party of
China Guizhou Provincial Committee, was arrested on
specific corruption charges. [Xinhua 2] [Xinhua 3]

China: 2nd highest costs of parenthood
worldwide

(ms) A recent report of China's YuWa Population
Research Institute (read full text) sheds light on the
significant financial burdens associated with raising
children in especially China (and South Korea), two
countries severely suffering under an ageing and
shrinking population. The study unveils that both
countries grapple with high child-rearing expenses,
posing challenges for families and exacerbating gender
disparities in the workforce.

In China, the average cost of raising a child from birth
to age 17 exceeds USD 74.800, rising to over USD
94,500 for a bachelor's degree. These costs, which are
approximately 6.3 times higher than the country's GDP
per capita, ranking it second place worldwide,
underscore the financial strain faced by families across
the nation.

South Korea faces a similar predicament, with child-
rearing costs soaring to 7.79 times its GDP per capita,
making it the most expensive place globally to raise a
child.

The report highlights the adverse effects of these high
costs on women, who often bear the brunt of childcare
responsibilities and face discrimination in the
workplace.

Despite government efforts to incentivize childbirth
and address gender disparities in both countries,
women continue to experience pay gaps, limited
career advancement opportunities, and societal
pressures that discourage motherhood.

The repercussions of exorbitant child-rearing costs
extend beyond individual households, impacting
demographic trends and economic stability. Both
China and South Korea face declining birth rates and
aging populations, posing further challenges for
workforce participation, social welfare systems, and
global competitiveness.

The report mentions that addressing these challenges
requires comprehensive policy reforms aimed at
reducing the financial burden of raising children and
promoting gender equality in the workplace. By
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implementing targeted financial incentives, improving
access to affordable childcare, and combating
workplace discrimination, policymakers can create a
more supportive environment for families and women.
[CNN] [Reuters] [The Guardian] [WIO News]

China: New law to boost private sector
amid economic challenges proposed

(ms) In response to the sluggish post-pandemic
economic recovery and recent setbacks in various
sectors, the Chinese government has initiated the
drafting of a bill aimed at revitalizing the private sector.

The initiative to write the so-called Private Economy
Promotion Law was unveiled in a legislative work
symposium jointly hosted by the Ministry of Justice, the
National Development and Reform Commission, and
the Legislative Affairs Commission of the National
People's Congress Standing Committee.

According to reports from China's state media, the bill
seeks to enact measures to ensure equal treatment of
state-owned and private enterprises. Among its
objectives are the protection of property rights for
private businesses, safeguarding the interests of
entrepreneurs, and addressing issues such as overdue
payments to small and medium-sized enterprises. By
addressing these key areas, the government hopes to
create a more conducive environment for private
sector growth and innovation.

However, despite the optimism surrounding the
proposed law, some analysts remain skeptical about its
potential impact. Critics argue that the bill may not
introduce particularly innovative measures and could
simply repackage existing policies without addressing
the root causes of economic challenges facing the
private sector and the Chinese economy in general,
such as the excessive dependence on investment and
trade surpluses, which are intended to compensate for
structurally weak domestic demand. [Bloomberg]
[China Daily] [Michael Pettis via Twitter] [South China
Morning Post]

China: New home prices continue to
decline in new year

(ms) Amid Beijing's efforts to bolster the housing
market, China's new home prices have continued their
downward trend, with January seeing a 0.3 percent
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month-on-month decline following December's 0.4
percent dip.

While major cities like Shanghai witnessed slight
month-on-month increases, the overall market
sentiment remains subdued. Despite measures such
as increased lending to residential projects and relaxed
purchase restrictions in key cities, the property sector
grapples with persistent challenges. Year-on-year,
home prices dropped 0.7 percent, marking the
sharpest decline in 10 months.

Analysts caution that a full recovery may take over a
year, emphasizing the importance of improving
consumer confidence and income expectations (as
argued in the article above). Despite recent initiatives
like the central bank's reduction in the benchmark
mortgage rate, the impact on home prices is
anticipated to be limited in the short term. [National
Bureau of Statistics] [Reuters]

China: Banks announce plan to invest
another USD 18 billion in struggling real
estate sector

(ms) In response to the Chinese government's call to
shore up the ailing real estate sector, major banks in
China have announced plans to provide over USD 18
billion in financing for real estate projects. This move
follows the introduction of the "White List" loan
program, which aims to inject liquidity into the real
estate market and restore investor confidence.

The "white list" program, introduced in January by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development and
the National Financial Regulatory Administration,
allows local governments to recommend residential
projects to banks for financial support (see AiR No. 6,
February/2024, 1). As of late February, more than 5,300
projects have been recommended nationwide, with
development loans worth USD 4.09 billion already
issued.

Despite concerns about liquidity shortages for
distressed developers, the program has seen a
significant uptake, with approvals totaling USD 17.20
billion from state-owned and commercial banks.
Notably, some loans granted under the program
involve adjustments to existing credit arrangements
rather than new credits, indicating a multifaceted
approach by banks to address liquidity challenges in
the real estate sector.
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While the program aims to alleviate financial strains on
developers, questions linger about its effectiveness in
stimulating market activity amid declining housing
sales and challenges in bank profitability. Despite
these uncertainties, the initiative has already shown
some positive impacts, with the Hang Seng Mainland
Properties Index rising 3.8 percent following the
program's announcement. [Asia Nikkei] [Reuters]

China: Leak of cyber security firm gives
insight into government funded hacking
campaign

(ms) Leaks from Chinese cybersecurity firm I-Soon
have shed light on the intricate web of state-sponsored
hacking orchestrated by the Chinese government.

These revelations, spanning over 500 leaked files,
provide unprecedented insights into China's expansive
cyber espionage operations. From targeting foreign
governments to surveilling domestic dissidents, the
leaked documents expose the multifaceted nature of
China's cyber activities.

The leaked data reveals that I-Soon, based in Shanghai,
was actively engaged in gathering intelligence on
behalf of Beijing's government agencies. Operating
under the guise of a private cybersecurity firm, I-Soon
served as a conduit for China's state security
apparatus, carrying out hacking operations on a global
scale.

The leaked documents revealed how the different
Chinese Government agencies, including China's
police, intelligence services, and military have hired the
company to collect data on a wide range of targets,
including foreign governments, multinational
organizations, and domestic institutions. Government
agencies from countries like Kyrgyzstan, Thailand, and
Mongolia have been identified as victims of cyber
intrusions, along with prominent organizations such as
Nato, the UK Foreign Office, and Chatham House.

Despite Beijing's denials of involvement in
cyberattacks, the leaked documents provide concrete
evidence of China's extensive hacking capabilities. The
revelations have prompted scrutiny from international
cybersecurity experts and raised concerns about the
lack of accountability in cyberspace. Moreover, the
leaks highlight the challenges faced by governments in
combating state-sponsored hacking, especially when
conducted through third-party contractors like I-Soon.
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In response to the leaks, US officials have intensified
efforts to understand and counter China's cyber
espionage activities. The Biden administration has
begun a thorough investigation into the leaked
documents. [CNN] [Foreign Policy] [The Guardian] [The
New York Times]

China: Three-year plan to bolster data
security for industrial sector unveiled

(ms) China's Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT) has introduced a comprehensive
plan aimed at fortifying data security within the
country's industrial landscape amid escalating
concerns over cyber threats and industrial espionage.

The initiative, spanning from 2024 to 2026, seeks to
heighten awareness, safeguard critical industrial data,
and reinforce security protocols across key
enterprises.

The plan, disclosed on MIIT's website, outlines eleven
strategic tasks designed to enhance China's capacity to
protect industrial data, regulate data security practices,
and bolster the burgeoning data security industry.
Among the proposed measures are intensified risk
assessment and management frameworks, targeted
protective measures against ransomware attacks, and
rigorous training programs to cultivate a skilled
workforce proficient in data security practices.

Central to the plan's objectives is the establishment of
a robust data protection system for the industrial
sector by the end of 2026, with a focus on mitigating
major risks and vulnerabilities. Notably, the initiative
aims to cover over 45,000 companies in China's
industrial sector, encompassing the top 10 percentin
revenue across each province, and to conduct 30,000
data security training sessions while nurturing 5,000
data security professionals. [Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology] [Reuters]

China: Implementation of new regulations
on stock market and quantitative trading

(ms) China has introduced new regulations aimed at
stabilizing its stock market and tightening oversight on
quantitative trading activities.

The China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC)
has issued directives prohibiting major institutional
investors from reducing their equity holdings during
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the opening and closing periods of each trading day.
This directive is part of efforts to stabilize the market,
particularly amidst recent volatility. Under these
regulations, firms are restricted from selling more
shares than they buy during the first and last 30
minutes of trading, a measure not commonly seen in
global markets.

Simultaneously, there has been an increased focus on
regulating quantitative trading, which utilizes advanced
computer algorithms for automated trading. Following
a notable crackdown on a major quant fund, Lingjun
Investment, accused of disrupting normal trading
activities, stock exchanges in Shanghai and Shenzhen
have announced enhanced scrutiny on quant funds'
trading practices.

The aim is to improve monitoring standards for
detecting "abnormal" transactions and expand
reporting requirements, particularly for leveraged
quantitative products.

These regulatory actions align with China's broader
financial market restructuring efforts, prompted by
challenges in the property sector and declining
investor confidence.

This also aligns with the appointment of Wu Qing, also
known as the "Broke Butcher" for his rigorous
enforcement of trading regulations in the past and the
closure of 31 securities firms for financial misconduct,
as the new chairman of the CSRC early February (see
AIiR No. 7, February/2024, 2), signaling a tougher stance
on market malpractices, including short selling.
[Bloomberg] [CNBC]

China: Domestic bond market remains
attractive investment target for foreign
investors

(ms) Foreign investors have been increasing their
holdings in China's domestic bond market, with net
purchases of yuan-denominated government bonds
reaching an equivalent of USD 28.2 billion in January,
marking the fifth consecutive month of growth. This
trend is driven by deflationary pressures in Asia's
largest economy, prompting investors to seek stability
in sovereign debt.

Using derivatives to hedge currency risks, foreign
investors anticipate benefiting from potential
decreases in interest rates in China. Despite Moody's
Investors Service lowering its outlook on China's
sovereign bonds to "negative" in December, yields on
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short-term government bonds have declined. [Asia
Nikkei] [China Daily]

China: Mainland senior official reaffirms
confidence in Hong Kong's development

(ms) Xia Baolong, director of the Hong Kong and Macau
Affairs Office, the top Chinese official overseeing Hong
Kong affairs, commenced a week-long visit to the city,
expressing unwavering confidence in its trajectory
towards "high-quality development.”

Xia's visit, characterized by engagements with local
government officials and business leaders, coincides
with the final stages of public consultation for
proposed legislation under Article 23 of the Basic Law
that mandates Hong Kong to enact its own laws
against treason, secession, sedition, and subversion
(read more AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3).

During his visit, Xia held discussions with Hong Kong's
Chief Executive John Lee and key government officials,
focusing on economic recovery efforts and regional
governance strategies. Xia expressed confidence in
Hong Kong's ability to implement stringent security
measures while ensuring robust economic growth,
particularly amidst post-pandemic challenges.

Xia's visit, his second within a year, underscores
Beijing's continued interest and support for Hong
Kong's progress. Analysts interpret Xia's presence as
indicative of Beijing's stance on the Article 23
legislation, intended to safeguard national security.
The legislation, facing both domestic and international
scrutiny, aims to address security risks
comprehensively and complement existing national
security laws.

While Xia's visit is not singularly focused on legislative
matters, its timing aligns strategically with the
conclusion of the consultation period. Observers
assume that Xia's findings and recommendations from
the visit will be incorporated into Beijing's policy
formulation, as the significance and stability of Hong
Kong plays an important role in the country's broader
national development agenda. [Global Times] [Hong
Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post]

China: Shanghai filmmaker faces trial
over documentary on China's “White
Paper” protests


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-ji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-ji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-jd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-jh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-jk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-tl/

(ms) Shanghai filmmaker Chen Pinlin, known by the
pseudonym Plato, is set to face trial for his
documentary "Urumqi Road," which captures the
nationwide "white paper movement" protests against
China's stringent COVID-19 measures in late 2022.

The 77-minute film, compiled from grassroots footage,
reflects the sentiments of thousands, primarily youth,
who took to the streets to mourn a Uyghur family's
tragic death in a fire in Xinjiang's Urumgqi (read more
AiR No. 48, November/2022, 5). The protests evolved
into a broader outcry against pandemic restrictions
and called for accountability, with demonstrators
demanding President Xi Jinping's resignation.

Chen's arrest and subsequent charge of "picking
quarrels and provoking trouble," a common accusation
against government critics, underscores China's
crackdown on dissent. Despite attempts to suppress
the documentary - with Chen's online accounts
deleted - it continues to circulate on various platforms,
keeping the spotlight on China's authoritarian
practices.

The white paper protests received worldwide attention
with protesters symbolically expressing with blank
pieces of paper the lack of freedom of speech and
wide-ranging censorship in the country. [Hong Kong
Free Press] [Radio Free Asia]

China: Hong Kong activists appeal against
2019 conviction

(ms) Seven prominent figures in Hong Kong's pro-
democracy movement have launched a bid to appeal
their convictions stemming from their involvement in
an unauthorized assembly during the city’s 2019 anti-
government protests.

The seven consist of veteran democratic activist Martin
Lee, media mogul Jimmy Lai, and former lawmakers
Lee Cheuk-yan, Margaret Ng, Leung Kwok-hung, Cyd
Ho, and Albert Ho. Their convictions, handed down in
April 2021, resulted in jail terms of up to 18 months,
though Lee, Ho, and Ng received suspended
sentences.

Their legal representatives argue that the maximum
penalty for participating in a peaceful assembly creates
a "chilling effect" and violates constitutional rights to
freedom of expression and assembly. They contend
that despite the police ban the assembly was
nonviolent and orderly.
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The case underscores the ongoing struggle between
Hong Kong's pro-democracy activists in the wake of
Beijing's tightening grip on the region under the
national security law. The 2019 protests, sparked by an
extradition bill that was later withdrawn, morphed into
broader calls for democratic reforms and
investigations into police misconduct.

The appeal represents a continued pushback against
perceived infringements on civil liberties and
democratic rights in Hong Kong. [Hong Kong Free
Press]

Japan: Cabinet approves security
clearance bill

(sh) On February 27, Japan's Cabinet approved a bill
establishing a "security clearance" system to safeguard
crucial government information pertaining to
economic matters from overseas leaks.

The legislation enables the government to designate
vital data as confidential, aimed at protecting Japan's
national and economic security.

The bill identifies data concerning cutting-edge
technologies, critical infrastructure, and cyberattack
prevention as economically significant. Initially set for a
five-year period, the classified designation could
extend up to 30 years with Cabinet approval.

The legislation introduces penalties of up to five years
imprisonment or a fine of JPY 5 million (USD 33,000) for
leaking confidential information, with potential fines
for businesses whose employees breach it. The bill also
foresees background checks for individuals handling
economic security information, valid for ten years.

Japan, unlike its G7 counterparts, lacks a security
clearance system for economic data, prompting the
need for such legislation. [Kyodo News] [Japan News]

Japan: Government to subsidize
semiconductor manufacturing

(sh) Taiwanese chip giant Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) opened on February 24 its
first semiconductor plant in Japan, marking a
significant move in its global expansion efforts.

The Japan Advanced Semiconductor Manufacturing
(JASM) facility in Kumamoto is expected to be
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operational this year, with TSMC planning for a second
plant to start in about three years.

For the two plants, private sector investment stands at
USD 20 billion.

This development aligns with Japan's aim to bolster its
presence in the chip production industry. A day prior
to the inauguration of the plant, the Japanese
government confirmed that it would provide up to JPY
730 billion (around USD 5 billion) of direct subsidy to
TSMC's planned second fab at the same site. [Digitimes
Asia] [ABC]

Japan: Nuclear water discharged

(sh) Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings Inc.
(TEPCO), the operator of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant, has announced to initiate the fourth
round of releasing treated radioactive water into the
ocean on February 28, marking the last discharge for
the fiscal year ending in March.

This decision followed confirmation that the latest
batch of water met the radioactivity standards set by
the central government and TEPCO.

Similar to the previous three rounds, approximately
7,800 tons of processed liquid would be discharged
into the Pacific Ocean over about 17 days. Throughout
the discharge and the week following its completion,
the operator would collect daily seawater samples
from four locations within 3 kilometers of the plant,
with findings published the subsequent day.

Despite opposition from countries like China, the
wastewater release began in August 2023. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Humanitarian fund allocated for
post-earthquake reconstruction from

(sh) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced on
February 24 that Japan would allocate an extra USD
660 million to support the reconstruction efforts in
areas devastated by a New Year earthquake (see AiR
No. 1, January/2024, 1).

This additional financial assistance brings the total
relief funding to USD 1.7 billion. Kishida made this
announcement during his visit to the worst-hit city of
Wajima, where he observed the ongoing challenges
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faced by residents in temporary shelters. [The
Guardian]

The emergency spending, amounting to about JPY 100
billion (USD 660 million), will be drawn from reserve
funds under the fiscal 2023 budget. This allocation is
intended to support various measures, including
expanding relief payments to households affected by
the earthquake, providing financial aid to families
raising children, and constructing temporary
workshops to support local traditional industries.

This marks the third time that reserve funds have been
allocated for earthquake recovery efforts, bringing the
total amount to over JPY 260 billion. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Government addresses food
security concerns after record snowfall

(dqgl) In response to the recent record snowfall, largest
winter snowfall since 1975, that led to the loss of more
than 1.5 million livestock and raised concerns about
food security, the Mongolian government has ordered
the establishment of emergency groups to help
affected herders in their respective provinces.

With 90 districts in most provinces of Mongolia being
affected, Prime Minister Luvsannamsrai added that in
addition to the immediate relief efforts, the
government is working with other stakeholders,
including international organizations, non-
governmental organizations, the private sector, and
local councils, to raise funds for multiple rounds of
assistance. [Montsame] [Aki Press]

Mongolia: Ban on selling of electronic
cigarettes to children and adolescents
aged under 18 issued

(dgl) Rules for the sale of electronic cigarettes (vapes)
and nicotine-free liquids to minors have been
tightened in the capital of Ulaanbaatar.

In response to increased numbers of teenagers aged
13-15 vaping, the sale of electronic cigarettes and
special smoking liquids to children and adolescents
aged under 18 has been banned.

The latest data of the Department of Education show
that some 9.000 school-age children use electronic
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cigarettes in the capital. Boys account for 77.6 percent,
girls for 22.4 percent of the total number.

Violation of new restrictions and prohibitions will entail
the bringing of trading companies and their officials to

administrative liability, up to liquidation of the activities
of companies. [Aki Press]

Mongolia: Economy sees 7 percent growth
in 2023

(dql) According to the Mongolian National Statistics
Office, Mongolia's economy grew 7 percent in 2023.
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) stood at MNT 68.
9trillion, marking an increase of MNT 15.0 trillion (27.9
percent) compared to the same period of the previous
year.

Contributing to the annual growth were high strong
coal exports that rose to a record-high 66.7 million
tons in 2023, more than doubling from 31.7 million
tons a year earlier. Prior to last year, the country’s
previous coal export record was in 2019 with 36.5
million tons.

The value of the 2023 exports stood at USD 8.8 billion,
making up more than half of the country’s USD 15.2
billion in total export revenue.

The surge in exports resulted in a trade surplus of USD
5.9 billion. The central bank’s foreign cash reserves
stood at USD 4.8 billion, marking a year-by-year
increase of 36 percent. [National Statistics Office,
Mongolia] [bne IntelliNews]

North Korea: 10.000-home project kicked
off

(dgl) North Korea has launched a project that aims to
build 10.000 flats in the capital Pyongyang.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attended the
groundbreaking ceremony on February 24 that heralds
the third phase of the so-called Hwasong Street
project.

Renamed after the Hwasong district in the northeast of
Pyongyang and launched in 2021, the project aims to
build 50.000 new homes in the capital by 2025. [KCNA]
[BNN]
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South Korea: Election activities intensify

(oy) South Korea is fast approaching its parliamentary
elections, scheduled on April 10 and with 300 seats up
for grab. The election is also seen as a test of public
appraisal of President Yoon Suk Yeol's administration
and the main opposition Democratic Party (DP).
[Yonhap 1]

The ruling People Power Party (PPP) is mobilizing
residents to support their candidates, advocating for
the removal of opposition legislators who were pro-
democracy student activists during previous
authoritarian governments. PPP leader Han Dong-
hoon is spearheading the campaign against politicians
identified as part of the “86 generation”, a term
referring to activists who attended university in the
1980s and were born in the 1960s. Han accuses them
of having turned into a political cartel enjoying undue
privileges for decades.

The DP, which currently holds 168 out of 298 seats in
the National Assembly, is leading a campaign critiquing
Yoon administration’s governance and the PPP,
claiming they mismanaged South Korea's economy and
other issues pertaining to people’s livelihood. The DP
has also called attention to the recent luxury bag
scandal, where first lady Kim Keon Hee was secretly
filmed accepting a luxury bag from a South Korean
pastor (see AR No. 5, January/2024, 5).

Earlier on February 20, the DP's floor leader Hong Ihk-
pyo claimed in a National Assembly address that South
Korea's democracy backslide and the economy
declined under Yoon's presidency. He cited an incident
where a graduate of the Korea Advanced Institute of
Science and Technology was removed by Yoon's
security guards for heckling during a speech as an
example of democratic backsliding. Hong then urged
voters to support DP to “preserve democracy and
livelihoods". [Yonhap 2]

In addition to the two main contesting party PPP and
DP, the upcoming parliamentary election has also seen
the participation of new smaller partiers who brand
themselves as the third-largest party united under a
supposed “big tent” coalition. These include the New
Reform Party (NRP), which was formed from the
merger of PPP and DP breakaway groups as well as
others (see AR No. 4, January/2024, 4).

The NRP is led by Lee Jun-seok, a former leader of the
PPP. Lee Nak-yon, a former prime minister and
member of the DP, was originally going to lead NRP
alongside Lee Jun-seok but withdrew from the NRP
coalition with his Saemirae Party following
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disagreements over the management of NRP's election
campaign and policymaking activities. [Korea Times]

South Korea: Party leader denies
sidelining non-aligned lawmakers in
general election nominations

(oy) On February 22, Democratic Party (DP) leader Lee
Jae-myung denied allegations of sidelining non-aligned
lawmakers from candidate nominations for the
upcoming general elections in April.

The Democratic Party (DP) has been facing internal
disputes after some lawmakers accused Lee of
attempting to exclude those not aligned with him and
showing favoritism to those loyal. The disputes
escalated after non-mainstream DP members, such as
representative Park Yong-jin and Yoon Young-chan,
were ranked at the bottom 10 percent of DP
lawmakers in terms of legislative activity.

Candidates with low ranking are at a disadvantage
when competing against other candidates in DP's
primaries because those ranked in the bottom 10
percent will see a reduction of 30 percent in their
primary votes. Those who are in the next 10-20
percent bracket will have their primary votes reduced
by 20 percent.

Senior members of DP, such as former Prime Minister
Kim Boo-kyum, have expressed their concerns over the
candidate nominations process.

Lee insists that the nominations are fair and based on
reasonable criteria, a position that was reiterated by
DP’s nomination committee chief, Im Hyug-baeg. He
also dismissed calls for his resignation, arguing that if
leaders resigned under such circumstances, the party
would be in a constant state of leadership change.
[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Veteran politician to serve
as New Reform Party’s nomination
committee chief

(oy) Kim Chong-in, a veteran politician renowned for
his ability to bring about election victories, has agreed
to be the chief of the nomination committee for the
New Reform Party (NRP).
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The NRP was formed on January 20 by Lee Jun-seok,
the former leader of the ruling People Power Party
(PPP) from June 2021 to August 2023 (see AiR No. 4,
January/2024, 4). Lee left the PPP following disputes
with President Yoon Suk Yeol and his loyalists within
PPP.

According to Lee, Kim will be granted full authority
over candidate nominations for the upcoming general
elections in April. Lee added that Kim joined the NRP to
provide an alternative to the main opposition party.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Democratic Party pledges to
allow bitcoin-based ETFs

(oy) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) in
South Korea has pledged to allow bitcoin-based
exchange-traded funds (ETFs) as part of their campaign
for the upcoming April elections.

This move is seen as an attempt to gain support from
young voters, who are the most active investors in the
virtual assets market in South Korea.

The pledge comes after the US Securities and
Exchange Commission approved the trading and listing
of ETFs tracking bitcoin in the US stock exchange.
However, South Korea’s financial regulator maintains
that such financial products contravene existing
legislations.

The DP also proposed a rule to forbid lawmakers from
trading virtual assets while the National Assembly is in
session, after it was revealed that a DP member traded
virtual assets during parliamentary committee
meetings. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon vows firm
response towards fabricated video

(oy) A fabricated video of South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol apologizing for corruption and incompetence
was recently uploaded onto social media platforms.

The video, which emerged ahead of April's general
elections, was initially suspected to be a deepfake but
was later found to be a fabricated compilation of
Yoon's statements from a TV debate in February 2022.

The Korea Communications Standards Commission
(KCSCQ) has decided to remove and block the video due
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to its potential to cause significant confusion in society.
The presidential office expressed serious concern over
the mislabeling of the video by certain news outlets
and plans to respond firmly to such false videos in the
future. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Government responds to
doctors’ industrial actions after raising
health alert to 'severe’

(oy) On February 23, South Korean Prime Minister Han
Duck-soo chaired a disaster management meeting. The
meeting comprised officials from the Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Justice, Legal Aid Corps and
National Police Agency, who discussed their collective
action response plan to the doctors’ industrial action.
The meeting also inspected the implementation of
emergency medical measures by ministries. [South
Korea Ministry of Health and Welfare 1]

South Korean doctors have resigned and participated
in industrial actions, after the government announced
that it was increasing the quota of medical schools (see
AIR No. 8, February/2024, 3). They argue that the
government'’s quota decision fails to address the issue,
namely low wages and overwork.

Earlier on February 22, Minister of Health and Welfare
Cho Kyoo-hong raised the Health and Medical Disaster
Crisis Alert from "alert" to "severe" after a risk
assessment meeting. [Reuters] [South Korea Ministry
of Health and Welfare 2]

On February 21, the South Korean government
declared that it would be adopting a firm stance
against trainee doctors taking industrial actions. The
government plans to initiate criminal investigations
and seek arrest warrants for those instigating collective
action without returning to work, violating the return-
to-work order. It added that those who disrupt
operations at medical institutions and harm the lives
and health of patients will be severely punished and
held accountable respectively. [Yonhap 1]

The leader of the opposition Democratic Party (DP),
Lee Jae-myung, has called on trainee doctors to return
to work. At the same time, he urged the government to
compromise, suggesting that the planned 65 percent
increase in the quota of medical schools is excessive
and any increase should be implemented gradually.

Lee further criticized President Yoon Suk Yeol
insistence on the increase and refusal to negotiate,
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stating that it fails to address the problem of
insufficient doctors. [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: President Yoon pledges
financial support for nuclear power
projects

(oy) On February 22, South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol pledged to bolster the nuclear power industry by
providing projects worth KRW 3.3 trillion (USD 2.4
billion) and special financing worth KRW 1 trillion (USD
750 million). His administration plans to support
corporate investment in the nuclear industry through
tax incentives.

Yoon made the announcement at the 14t People's
Livelihood Debate in Changwon. The South Korean
government will invest more than KRW 4 trillion (USD 3
billion) in research and development related to the
nuclear power sector.

Separately, Yoon outlined his commitment to
transforming the 50-year-old industrial complex in the
southwestern port city of Changwon into a cultural-
industrial space. He added that the government plans
to change regulations on greenbelt zones,
environment preservation areas where development is
legally restricted, to obtain more land for the
construction of advanced industries and spur
investment in local strategic industries.

In Geoje off the coast of the port city of Busan, he
plans to create an industrial complex and invest KRW 3
trillion (USD 2.2 billion) over ten years to grow the
tourism sector in the southern belt. [Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap 2][South Korea Presidential Office]

South Korea: President Yoon leaves
Minister of Gender Equality and Family
position vacant

(oy) On February 20, Minister of Gender Equality and
Family Kim Hyun-sook resigned after accepting
responsibility for the mismanagement of the 25th
World Scout Jamboree held in August 2023. [Yonhap 1]

According to a senior presidential official, the decision
to leave the ministerial position vacant demonstrated
President Yoon Suk Yeol's intention to abolishing the
ministry, a pledge Yoon made during his presidential
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campaign that attracted criticism from women's
groups.

Despite legal hurdles in abolishing the ministry, Yoon
maintains that a more efficient government body is
required to tackle human rights violations and societal
unfairness. The duties of the ministry will be
transferred to other ministries, with officials from
other ministries potentially appointed to senior
positions to facilitate the transition.

The official abolition is planned to occur through a
revision of the government organization law under the
next National Assembly, after parliamentary elections
on April 10. [Yonhap_2]

South Korea: New vice-ministers for
science appointed

(oy) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has
appointed three new vice-ministers to South Korea’s
Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT).

They are Lee Chang-yune, Secretary-General of the
Presidential Advisory Council on Science and
Technology; Kang Do-hyun, Director of ICT policy at
MSIT; and Ryu Kwang-jun, Head of the Office of
Science, Technology and Innovation Coordination at
MSIT.

Lee will be appointed as the first vice-minister
overseeing science technology policies. Kang will be
appointed as the second vice-minister responsible for
South Korea's ICT policies. Ryu will be appointed as the
vice-minister for science, technology and innovation.
[Yonhap]

Taiwan: Cabinet approves bill on absentee
voting in referendums

(dqgl) Taiwan's Cabinet adopted on February 22 a draft
bill that seeks to allow Taiwan nationals to vote from
outside their constituencies during national
referendumes.

Proposed by the Central Election Commission (CEC),
the draft bill concerns voters in Taiwan who are unable
or unwilling to return to the city or county in which
they are registered. It does not apply to citizens living
overseas. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Geothermal energy production
targets announced

(dqgl) Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) has
unveiled plans to produce 6 gigawatts of geothermal
energy by 2050.

The announcement was made by Deputy Minister
Tseng Wen-sheng who spoke at the 2024 Taiwan
International Geothermal Conference (TIGC) on
February 20.

He added that currently 24 geothermal sites are either
operational or under construction, generating
approximately 61.75 MW.

Tseng also affirmed that the government would push
for the promotion of land use compensation in the
new session of the Legislative Yuan which will
implement a mechanism of front-loaded rates to assist
businesses in sharing upfront development costs,
while also establishing a service platform for
geothermal energy. [Taiwan News]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
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Bangladesh: Candidates in all 50 reserved
women seats win unopposed

(Im) All 50 candidates vying for the reserved seats for
women in Bangladesh’s Parliament were announced as
elected unopposed. [Dhaka Tribune]
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The allocation of the 50 women's seats is
proportionate to the number of seats won by each
party or alliance out of the 300 total seats in
Parliament. The ruling Awami League, supported by 62
independent MPs and two seats from the 14-party
alliance, secured 48 seats for women. Additionally, the
main opposition Jatiya Party obtained two reserved
seats.

Bangladesh: Law minister says press
freedom will not be curtailed despite new
measures

(Im) Bangladesh's Law Minister, Anisul Hug, has
assured Parliament that press freedom will remain
intact despite upcoming legislation proposed by the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. He
emphasized that the planned laws, alongside the
existing Cyber Security Act (CSA), are intended to
address misinformation responsibly. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh's Parliament passed the CSA late last year
ahead of the January elections, replacing the
controversial Digital Security Act (DSA) from 2018.
However, critics argue that the new law remains
oppressive, with overbroad provisions threatening
freedom of expression and privacy. The DSA has been
used extensively to arrest individuals for social media
posts critical of the government or deemed offensive.
Despite some revisions in the new act, concerns persist
regarding its potential misuse to stifle dissent.

Bangladesh: 34 eminent citizens protest
attempts to seize institutions founded by
Nobel laureate Yunus

(Im) In Bangladesh, a group of 34 prominent
individuals issued a statement on February 25
denouncing attempts to seize institutions founded by
Muhammad Yunus, a Nobel laureate and acclaimed
economist who was sentenced to six months in jail in
January for violating the country's labor laws. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The statement highlighted incidents of trespassing and
forced entry into institutions like Grameen Telecom -
one of the firms Yunus founded - along with
unauthorized political rallies. Additionally, the
signatories condemned harassment against Yunus by
government institutions and urged authorities to cease
such actions.
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Initially praised by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Yunus was later viewed as a political rival. He was
removed from the Grameen Bank board in 2011 and
has since been subjected to numerous civil and
criminal cases related to his social business ventures. It
is not clear what led to the friction between Hasina and
Yunus, but supporters of the economist said the
government was attempting to discredit him because
he once considered setting up a political party to rival
the governing Awami League.

Bangladesh: Prime Minister tells police,
government officials to eradicate
corruption, drug abuse

(Im) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on two
separate occasions recently called upon local
government officials and law enforcement to intensify
their efforts to eradicating terrorism, militancy, drug
abuse, and corruption from society. [The Daily Star]
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Sex of unborn child cannot be
revealed, High Court rules

(Im) Bangladesh’s High Court has ruled that the sex of
unborn children cannot be disclosed, ordering
hospitals and diagnostic centers to adhere strictly to
this policy. This decision follows a public interest writ,
which had urged to halt testing and disclosure of
unborn children to prevent the stress on expectant
mothers and the societal pressures that may lead to
abortions. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Ex-minister's property
empire in United Kingdom under scrutiny

(Im) Former Bangladeshi land minister Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury's USD 252 million (GBP 200 million) real
estate portfolio - comprising over 350 properties - in
the United Kingdom has raised concerns about
transparency and potential money laundering in the
context of international property ownership. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Chowdhury, a three-time lawmaker of Bangladesh's
ruling Awami League party, was re-elected as an MP,
but lost his cabinet post after the January 7 national
election. He has since become the chair of the
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parliamentary committee for land. Of note, Chowdhury
also has at least 537 mortgages against properties in
the UK. However, his tax returns, submitted along with
his affidavit to the Election Commission, states that he
has no foreign income, according to local media
reports. [The Daily Star]

Chowdhury's acquisitions have raised eyebrows
particularly because they contradict Bangladesh's
stringent currency controls, which limit citizens to
moving no more than GBP 12,000 (roughly USD 15,000)
outside the country annually. Moreover, the revelation
of Chowdhury's ownership of at least five properties in
New York, acquired for approximately USD 6 million,
adds another layer of complexity.

Of note, the transactions to purchase the properties in
the UK took place during a period when the British
government had committed to making foreign
property ownership more transparent amid criticism
of the ease with which Russian oligarchs were able to
hide their wealth in the country.

Chowdhury falls into the category of a "politically
exposed person (PEP)," as defined in the UK's 2017
anti-money laundering legislation. It puts the onus on
estate agents, lenders, property lawyers and others
involved in business transactions in the UK to have
procedures in place to identify PEPs.

Bangladesh: Probe report submission
deadline extended for 108th time in
journalist murder case

(Im) A Dhaka court has extended the deadline for
submitting the probe report on the murders of a
journalist couple to April 2, marking the 108th
extension. The court's decision came as the
investigation officer failed to submit the report. The
case, filed in February 2012, remains unsolved despite
multiple extensions, with dissatisfaction expressed
over the probe's progress and failure to identify the
motive and apprehend the perpetrators. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Controversy surrounds new
members of Chhatra League committee at
Dhaka University

(Im) The unveiling of the Bangladesh Chhatra League
committee at Dhaka University after a 14-month delay
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has stirred controversy due to appointment of
individuals facing various allegations, including assault
and extortion, to key positions within the committee.
However, Chhatra League officials emphasize that
none of the appointees have been convicted, and they
remain under scrutiny. [Dhaka Tribune]

The Bangladesh Chhatra League is the student wing of
the ruling Awami League party. It is one of the largest
and most influential student organizations in the
country, with a significant presence on university
campuses across Bangladesh, including Dhaka
University.

Earlier this month, at Jahangirnagar University,
protests were sparked by allegations that a former
student of the university and a leader of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League, along with five associates,
had committed rape on campus [see AiR No. 6,
February/2024, 1]. It was revealed during the
investigation that a significant number of non-students
were residing in university dormitories, exploiting their
political connections with the Awami League.

Bangladesh: Founding Father’s portrait
vandalized at university; two students
suspended

(Im) Two student leaders from Jahangirnagar University
have been suspended for one year following their
involvement in the vandalism of a portrait of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman - Bangladesh'’s first President and
father of incumbent Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina - on
campus. [Dhaka Tribune]

The incident occurred when members of the
university's Chhatra Union - a left-leaning student
organization - removed the portrait and replaced it
with graffiti protesting a recent rape incident involving
a former student of the university and a leader of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League, the student wing of the
ruling Awami League party [see AR No. 6,
February/2024, 1].

Bangladesh: 15th anniversary of 2009
Bangladesh Rifles revolt; BNP questions
lengthy judicial procedure

(Im) On February 25, Bangladesh observed the 15th
anniversary of Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) revolt, a violent
incident that saw a group of BDR personnel staging a
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mutiny against their officers, resulting in the deaths of
dozens of army officers, including the BDR director-
general and other high-ranking military officials, in
2009.

The legal aftermath of the revolt led to the initiation of
two cases - a murder case and a case under the
Explosives Substance Act - involving the arrest,
prosecution, and trial of numerous individuals accused
of involvement in or support for the mutiny. However,
both cases remain unresolved, with the murder case
pending a hearing in the High Court's Appellate
Division, while the other case is still in the evidence
collection phase in the lower court.

Against this backdrop, the main opposition BNP has
raised concerns about the prolonged legal
proceedings, while government officials emphasize the
importance of the judicial process in reaching a final
judgment, expressing hope for a resolution "very
soon." [Dhaka Tribune] [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh: Fire in island camp injures
eight Rohingya refugees

(Im) In Bangladesh, eight Rohingya refugees sustained
injuries in a fire caused by a gas leak at a camp on
Bhasan Char island on February 24. [The Straits Times]

Bangladesh has relocated approximately 32,000
people from border camps in Cox's Bazar to Bhasan
Char Island since late 2020, a move met with
opposition from aid groups citing safety concerns,
particularly due to the island's susceptibility to severe
weather.

Despite assurances from the government regarding
safety measures, fires are a recurrent issue in the
overcrowded Cox's Bazar camps, with a massive blaze
in March 2021 claiming lives and destroying thousands
of homes. Another significant fire in 2023 left
thousands homeless and was determined to be a
"planned act of sabotage" by an investigative panel.

Bangladesh: Electricity, gas prices to rise
in first week of March

(Im) Electricity and gas prices in Bangladesh are set to
rise from the first week of March, as announced by
Nasrul Hamid, the Minister of State for Power, Energy,
and Mineral Resources. Hamid disclosed the plan at his
office, stating that electricity prices will increase by
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0.004 USD per unit initially, with a potential increase of
0.008 USD for higher-level consumers in the future.
Gas prices will only be raised for electricity producers.
[The Daily Star]

Bhutan: Former land record assistant,
police accountant misappropriate funds

(Im) A former land record assistant in Bhutan’'s Dagana
district misused revenue totaling approximately USD
3,300 in 2021-22. This included not depositing around
USD 2,800 of collected tax into a government account
and intentionally manipulating records to alter sale
values for personal gain, amounting to about USD 485.
The land record assistant was suspended after the
audit, and a court sentenced him to over five years in
prison, pending appeal. [Kuensel 1]

Concurrently, another case emerged involving an
accountant affiliated with the Royal Bhutan Police, who
allegedly misused approximately USD 74,000 between
July 2021 and March last year. [Kuensel 2]

India: Farmers pause march to New Delhi
after protester’s death

(ff/fd/Im) Indian farmers, who had resumed their
march to the capital after talks with the government
failed to end an impasse over their demands for
guaranteed crop prices, temporarily halted their
protest march after clashes with police resulted in the
death of one protester and injuries to others.
[Associated Press] [Times of India] [Voice of America]

Indian farmers began their protest march on February
13, renewing a movement that succeeded in getting
contentious new agricultural laws repealed in 2021.
But the protesters were stopped some 200 kilometers
from New Delhi as police fired rounds of tear gas,
detained several farmers, and heavily barricaded entry
points into the capital [see AR No. 7, February/2024,
2].

Amidst this situation, the farmers paused their protest
and regrouped near a town close to the border
between Punjab and Haryana states, engaging in
discussions with government ministers through their
unions. Rejecting a proposal offering them five-year
contracts with guaranteed prices for specific crops like
maize, grain legumes, and cotton, they resolved to
resume their march on February 21.
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However, shortly thereafter, a young protester
succumbed to a fatal bullet wound to the head on the
border of Punjab and Haryana as farmers persisted in
their march towards New Delhi. While the farmers'
union initially alleged that the protester died during
police action, Haryana Police refuted these claims,
asserting that no farmer had died during the protest.
[BBC]

Government orders social media platforms to block
accounts, post

Meanwhile, social media platform X, formerly known
as Twitter, has taken down certain accounts and posts
following an order by the Indian government, which
local media reports linked to ongoing famer protests. X
said it would withhold the accounts and posts in India
alone but maintained its legal challenge against the
government's orders. [Al Jazeera]

India: Trinamool Congress sticks to solo
bid for all 42 West Bengal parliamentary
seats

(ff) The Trinamool Congress (TMC), the ruling party in
West Bengal, has reiterated its decision to contest the
upcoming parliamentary elections independently,
dealing a setback to the Indian National Congress (INC)
party's hopes for a seat-sharing arrangement.
[Hindustan Times] [The Indian Express]

Originally founded in 1998 by breakaway faction of the
INC, the TMC was reportedly negotiating for seats in
Assam and Meghalaya states in exchange for seats in
West Bengal. While the INC maintains that talks are
ongoing, the TMC's firm stance sets the stage for a
high-stakes battle for the 42 seats the West Bengal is
contributing to Parliament’s lower house, not least
because Prime Minister Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has emerged as a prominent opposition force.

In related developments, the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA), a big tent
political alliance led by the INC, has concluded seat-
sharing talks in the politically important Uttar Pradesh
state and is in the final stages in Maharashtra state.

In Uttar Pradesh, the INC will contest 17 seats while the
Samajwadi Party, a socialist-leaning political party, and
other INDIA parties will field its candidates in 63 of the
80 parliamentary seats. Meanwhile, in Maharashtra, a
political coalition joining the INC with Shiv Sena and
the Nationalist Congress Party has announced that the
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seat-sharing decision will be finalized by the end of
February. [Mint] [Economic Times]

India: Tamil Nadu state government asks
Supreme Court if ED has power to probe
‘any offence’

(Im) An ongoing dispute between the government of
Tamil Nadu state and India’s economic intelligence
agency, the Enforcement Directorate (ED), regarding a
probe into illegal sand mining escalated as Tamil Nadu
challenged the ED's authority to investigate "any
offense" in the country at the Supreme Court. [The
Hindu]

Specifically, the Tamil Nadu government has
challenged the jurisdiction of the ED under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) to
investigate sand mining, arguing that sand mining is
not a scheduled offense listed under the PMLA. The
government contends that the ED has overstepped its
authority by issuing summons to District Collectors
and interfering in matters that fall within the purview
of state authorities. Conversely, the ED accuses the
Tamil Nadu government of obstructing its lawful
investigation into the proceeds of crime generated
from illegal sand mining activities.

India: Newly-enacted criminal laws to
come into force on July 1

(fd) A set of legislation passed by India’s Parliament last
December to replace the colonial-era India Penal Code,
the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Indian
Evidence Act will come into effect from July 1, in the
biggest overhaul of the criminal justice system. [Times
of India]

The set of laws - comprising Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) - was passed by
Parliament's lower House on December 20, despite the
absence of more than 150 opposition lawmakers -
nearly a quarter of all elected legislators. Parliament'’s
upper house, or Rajya Sabha, also cleared the bills the
following day. [AIR No. 52, December/2023, 4]

Additionally, both houses of parliament passed a
telecommunication bill that seeks to create a
comprehensive code to govern the sector, although
critics say it may infringe on the privacy rights of
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citizens by giving the government power to intercept
electronic communications. [AiR No. 52,
December/2023, 4]

India: Assam repeals British-era Muslim
marriage law

(ff) India's Assam state, where Muslims constitute
roughly 34 percent of the population, has revoked a
colonial-era law governing Muslim marriage and
divorce, sparking criticism from minority leaders who
view the move as an attempt to exploit religious
divisions ahead of national elections. [Times of India]
[Al Jazeera]

While the state government, led by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, claims the decision aims to curb
child marriages, critics argue it unfairly targets Muslims
and accuse the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
using the issue for political gain.

Crucially, the move aligns with Assam's broader push
for a uniform civil law, mirroring a recent move by the
BJP-led government in northern Uttarakhand state,
which in February passed a law known as the Uniform
Civil Code Bill (UCC). The UCC imposes common rules
for all communities in the state, except for Scheduled
Tribes, in terms of marriage, divorce, inheritances and
live-in relationships [see AIR No. 7, February/2024, 2].

The bill's passage was seen as a significant milestone in
the campaign of the BJP of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, dating back to the 1980s, to implement a UCC
nationwide. However, Assam’s state minister on
February 25 stated that his government would not
implement a UCC before general elections due by May.
[Reuters]

India: Anti-Muslim hate speech soars, US-
based research group says

(Im) A Washington-based research group, India Hate
Lab, reported a 62 percent increase in anti-Muslim
hate speech in India during the second half of 2023
compared to the first six months, with a notable rise
linked to the Israel-Gaza conflict. The report
documented 668 hate speech incidents targeting
Muslims in 2023, with about 75 percent occurring in
states governed by Prime Minister Modi's Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). India Hate Lab
tracked online activity of Hindu nationalist groups,
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verified videos of hate speech on social media, and
compiled data from Indian media reports. [The Straits
Times]

India: INLD Haryana state president
fatally shot

(fd) Nafe Singh Rathee, the state president of the
Indian National Lok Dal (INLD), a regional political party
primarily active in Haryana state, was fatally shot along
with an acquaintance while traveling in his SUV. Two
others in the vehicle sustained injuries in the attack by
unidentified assailants. [The Hindu 1]

Following the attack, leaders of the INLD, including
former party secretary-general Abhay Singh Chautala,
denounced the violence and criticized the government
for failing to provide adequate protection. Former
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda from the
opposition Indian National Congress party cited the
incident as indicative of the worsening law and order
situation in Haryana.

Speaking against this backdrop, Haryana Home
Minister Anil Vij told the state assembly on February 26
that a probe by the Central Bureau of Investigation will
be announced in connection with the killing of Rathee.
Vij also denied the opposition's charge that the law-
and-order mechanism has collapsed in the state. [The
Hindu 2]

India: Upper house in Karnataka state
rejects Congress-sponsored temple tax bill

(ff) A government-sponsored bill that would have
allowed the Karnataka state government to collect up
to 10 percent in taxes from wealthy temples and
redistribute it to those with fewer resources was
rejected by the state assembly’s upper house, where
the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Janata
Dal (Secular) joined forces to vote against it. [Times of
India]

While current regulations permit the government to
reintroduce a bill in the assembly, indications suggest
that the ruling Congress party may opt to defer the
legislation until after the forthcoming parliamentary
elections, possibly revisiting it during the monsoon
session in june.
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India: Academic denied entry allegedly
due to critical views on Kashmir

(fd) A United Kingdom-based academic and author
known for her critical views on the administration of
India’s Jammu and Kashmir union territory, claimed
she was denied entry into the South Asian nation.
Nitasha Kaul, who was invited to a conference in
Karnataka state, said she was sent back to the UK
based on orders from India’s central government,
allegedly due to being perceived as an “anti-India
element.” [Business Today] [Economic Times]

India: Government clears procurement of
200 BrahMos missiles; now primary
weapon, Navy chief says

(fd) The Cabinet Committe on Security, a high-level
government body responsible for making decisions on
significant matters related to national security, has
approved the purchase of 200 BrahMos supersonic
cruise missiles for the Indian Navy for roughly USD 2.2
billion. The deal is scheduled to be signed in early
March between BrahMos Aerospace and the Ministry
of Defence. [The Indian Express] [The Hindu]

Against the backdrop of the Committee’s decision,
Naval Chief Admiral R. Hari Kumar praised the
BrahMos missile's potency and its evolving capabilities,
adding that the supersonic cruise missile will be the
primary weapon of the Navy, replacing the old missile
system acquired from other countries. [Hindustan
Times] [The [Times of India]

India: Communist insurgents claim lives
of armed police officials in Chhattisgarh
state

(fd) A member of the armed police forces in India’s
Chhattisgarh state was killed in an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) blast planted by naxalites, a
group of radical communist insurgents with presence
in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar, and Andhra
Pradesh. In a separate incident, a CAF commander was
killed by Maoists in a village market in Chhattisgarh's
Bijapur district. [Outlook]
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India: Warship assists attacked merchant
vessel in Gulf of Aden

(fd) The Indian Navy destroyer INS Kolkata has
supported the Palau-flagged merchant vessel MV
Islander after it had allegedly been under attack by a
drone or missile in the Gulf of Aden on February 22.
[Deccan Herald]

Attacks by pirates in the Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea
have increased since many countries have shifted their
focus to the Houthi attacks in the Red Sea.

India: IED device dropped by drone near
Kashmir border

(fd) India’s Border Security Force discovered a drone-
dropped improvised explosive device (IED) near the
military demarcation line between the Indian-
administered territories of Jammu and Kashmir and
the territories controlled by Pakistan. [Deccan Herald]

India: ISRO sets target for moon landing
by 2024 amidst competitive space race

(Im) Following a series of notable achievements last
year, including a historic moon landing, the Chairman
of the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO)
unveiled the agency's goal of landing an Indian on the
moon by 2040. [The Indian Express]

India is solidifying its position in the competitive space
arena in Asia, with neighboring China targeting human
lunar missions as soon as 2030. In 2023, ISRO
accomplished a record seven missions, highlighted by
the successful landing of the Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft
on the moon's south pole. Additionally, the Aditya-L1
solar observatory, launched shortly thereafter,

reached its designated orbit in early January.

The Maldives: Abdullah Shahid appointed
president of Maldivian Democratic Party

(Im) Abdullah Shahid, former Maldivian Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Speaker of the Maldivian
Parliament, has been appointed as the President of the
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), the country's
largest opposition party. This appointment follows the
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resignation of former party president Mohammed
Nasheed in June last year. [Devdiscourse]

The Maldives: Government disburses
overdue payments to fishermen amidst
protests

(aa) Responding to protests by fishermen from the
south over long-overdue payments from the Maldives
Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO), the government
has recently disbursed around USD 6.5 million, with an
additional USD 16.2 million to be settled within the
next two weeks. [SunOnline] [Maldives Financial
Review]

The MIFCO is a state-owned enterprise which
purchases fish from local fishermen, processes it, and
exports it to international markets. The responsible
minister has attributed the delay in payments to a
backlog inherited from the previous administration
and criticized their decision to increase fish purchase
rates, resulting in financial losses for MIFCO. The new
administration has since reduced the rate to
approximately USD 1.3.

The Maldives: New austerity measures
introduced in light of debt pile

(aa) In the Maldives, the Ministry of Finance has issued
strict measures to curb additional expenses in line with
this year's state budget. Government bodies must seek
prior approval from the Ministry before hiring new
employees or making changes to salaries and
allowances. Overtime work beyond official hours is
discouraged, and no new scholarships or additional
allowances will be granted. [Edition]

With external debt reaching almost USD 4.038 billion
and internal debt nearly matching that figure, the
Maldives are heading for a major debt crisis. President
Muizzu's efforts to seek debt relief in China and Turkey
have not yet led to concrete financial assistance.
[Hindustan Times]

The Maldives: Home Ministry’'s webpage
hacked over ‘anti-India actions’

(aa) The official website of Maldives' Ministry of
Homeland Security and Technology was hacked by a
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group called "Indian Cyber Force," purportedly in
response to perceived anti-India actions by the
Maldivian government. This incident follows previous
hacks targeting Maldivian entities. [Business Today]

India-Maldives relations have deteriorated under
President Mohamed Muizzu. Derogatory remarks on
social media by three Maldivian ministers against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the request of Indian
troop withdrawal as well as the permission for a
Chinese research vessel to dock in Male have, amongst
others, soured the climate between India and the
Maldives.

The Maldives: First development bank to
be established in 2024

(aa) With the announcement of the first Maldivian
development bank starting operations this year,
President Mohamed Muizzu fulfills one of his electoral
pledges. The bank should enable the provision of
funding for projects at a low interest rate. This move
aims to attract businesses, investors, and foreign
investors. A special authority has been already
established to draft the laws and regulations needed
to set the bank up in the course of this year. [Edition]

Nepal: Highest policy-making body of
Nepali Congress meets amidst intraparty
rift

(Im) The Nepali Congress's highest decision-making
body, the Mahasamiti, convened its 14th meeting last
week to address critical issues such as policy direction,
organizational structure, and future strategies.
However, the gathering was marred by internal
disagreements, particularly regarding election alliances
and a movement advocating for the reinstatement of
Nepal as a Hindu state. Due to this discord, the
meeting concluded with the endorsement of reports
on the condition that final adjustments would be made
by the Central Working Committee. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

Three reports presented

On February 20, General Secretary Gagan Thapa
proposed that the party should contest future
elections independently, while also clarifying that the
current ruling coalition would continue until the next
elections. This proposal initially faced resistance from
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party president Sher Bahadur Deuba. Deuba's
concerns stemmed from the potential threat it posed
to his chances of assuming the prime ministerial
position after two years, as per the agreement within
the ruling coalition. However, following extensive
negotiations involving Deuba and other senior party
officials, the proposal eventually garnered acceptance.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Moreover, Thapa proposed significant reforms within
the party, including the adoption of a primary system
for selecting electoral candidates, similar to the
process followed in the United States. Additionally, he
suggested convening the 15th party general
convention by December 2025.

Alongside Thapa's presentation, four other political
documents were presented during the closed-door
session of the meeting. These included reports from
Party Vice-President Purna Bahadur Khadka, General
Secretary Bishwa Prakash Sharma, Finance Minister
Prakash Sharan Mahat, and the head of the party's
audit department, Shyam Kumar Ghimire. These
reports addressed various contemporary political
issues, governance challenges, and the economic
outlook of the country.

Rift between party representatives and leadership

Crucially, the party leadership faced severe criticism
from its members for its handling of critical issues like
corruption control and public service delivery.
Dissatisfaction was expressed over the leadership's
passivity in implementing the constitution, leading to
calls for a more proactive role.

Furthermore, Thapa's proposal against electoral
alliances was met with mixed reactions, with some
alleging organized opposition from the party
establishment. Additionally, the 16 district presidents
of the Koshi Province submitted a 16-point proposal,
suggesting changes to the party charter and electoral
procedures. They emphasized term limits for party
leaders and flexibility on electoral alliances. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

Push for restoration of Hindu state

Meanwhile, amidst the discussions on party policies
and strategies, a section of Congress leaders
advocating for the restoration of the Hindu state
reported significant progress in their campaign. During
the previous Mahasamiti meeting in 2018,
approximately 700 out of the then 1,500 Mahasamiti
members had endorsed the proposal for the Hindu
state. Presently, this number is reported to have
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increased to at least 800, signaling growing support
within the party. This development underscores the
mounting pressure on Congress leadership to
reconsider its stance on secularism, a principle
entrenched in the 2015 constitution. [The Annapurnal]

Nepal: Senior leader of Loktantrik
Samajbadi Party quits party, announces
‘national liberation movement’

(Im) Rajendra Mahato, a prominent leader of the
Loktantrik Samajbadi Party (LSP), has parted ways with
the organization, announcing the launch of a new
campaign called the "Rastriya Mukti Andolan" (National
Liberation Movement). Mahato's departure comes
after expressing dissatisfaction with party chairman
Mahantha Thakur, who refused to address his
concerns. [The Kathmandu Post]

Since its founding in 2015, the LSP has been a vocal
advocate for the rights of the Madhesi community,
focusing on issues such as federalism and proportional
representation. With the party currently holding only
four seats in the 275-member Parliament, Mahato's
departure may potentially weaken the Madheshi
political agenda and the overall influence of Madhesh-
based political entities, leading to further
fragmentation within the movement.

Nepal: Constitutional monarchist party
submits demand for Hindu state
reinstatement

(Im) The Rastriya Prajatantra Party, a constitutional
monarchist and Hindu nationalist political party with
currently no seats in Parliament’s lower House, has
launched a campaign to reinstate Nepal as a Hindu
kingdom, presenting a 40-point charter of demands to
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

Led by chair Rajendra Lingden, the party demands the
reinstatement of the constitutional monarchy, the
scrapping of provincial structures, and a focus on a
two-tier government system. Other demands include
controlling religious conversion, introducing a directly
elected executive head, and investigating properties of
top leaders since 1990. The party threatens peaceful
demonstrations and even revolution if its demands are
not met.
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Nepal historically had been a Hindu kingdom, with the
monarchy and Hinduism deeply intertwined in its
political and cultural fabric. However, significant
changes occurred in 2008 when the South Asian
abolished its centuries-old monarchy and declared
itself a secular state through its interim constitution.

It is worth noting that his push has been supported by
a faction within the Nepali Congress, the largest party
in Parliament's lower house and a member of the
ruling coalition government [see AiR No. 8,
February/2024, 3]. As many as 22 Central Working
Committee members earlier this month registered
their demand for the restoration of the Hindu state at
the party, and later announced plans to make the
restoration part of the agenda of the then-forthcoming
meeting of the Mahasamiti, the party’s highest policy-
making body. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Anti-graft body files case against
19 including Lumbini provincial assembly
member

(Im) In Nepal, the Commission for the Investigation of
Abuse of Authority (CIAA) has filed a corruption case
against 19 individuals, including Janaki Prasad Yadav, a
member of the Lumbini provincial assembly. Yadav,
who was previously a minister and rural municipality
chief, is accused of embezzling funds from the Gautam
Buddha Community Forest Users Group in Kapilvastu
during the fiscal years 2018-19 and 2019-20. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dalit representatives boycott rural
assembly meeting

(Im) A rural assembly meeting in Nepal's Sudurpaschim
province was postponed after all 13 Dalit
representatives boycotted it. They demanded
recognition of their rights, claiming that the
municipality was neglecting the Dalit community. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Microfinance borrowers protest in
Kathmandu

(Im) Microfinance borrowers staged a protest in
Nepal's capital, Kathmandu, on February 21,
demanding several actions including the scrapping of
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microfinances, exemption of loans, removal from
blacklists, and the release of their collaterals. The
demonstrators, who had journeyed from various
districts on foot, voiced their grievances and sought
attention to their plight. [The Kathmandu Post]

In Nepal, Dalits are a marginalized community
historically subjected to social and economic
discrimination. They belong to the lowest strata of the
traditional caste hierarchy, and despite legal
protections and affirmative action measures, they
continue to face social exclusion, economic
exploitation, and limited access to resources and
opportunities.

Nepal: Government invites usury victims
for talks

(Im) Nepal's government has extended an invitation for
dialogue to victims protesting usurious practices,
forming a team led by a joint secretary from the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The protests began after a
24-day march from the Kakadvitta and Gaddachauki
border points, with demands for changes to lending
laws and the establishment of a high-powered
commission to investigate loan-sharking cases. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Previously, the government had formed an inquiry
commission, which resolved thousands of complaints
primarily from eight districts in the Madhesh region
through compromise deals. Now, with the commission
concluding its work, it has suggested that chief district
officers continue resolving disputes through
compromise decrees.

Pakistan: PLM-N, PPP form formally
announce ruling coalition, thwart jailed
ex-Premier Khan

(nw) Pakistan’s two old-guard political parties, the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) have agreed to form a
government, a move that breaks an almost two-week
deadlock and likely keeps jailed former Prime Minister
Imran Khan's party out of government. [TIME] [Al
Jazeera] [The Guardian]

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, representing the PPP, and
Shehbaz Sharif, leading the PML-N, announced the
alliance, with Shehbaz set to assume the role of prime
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minister and Bilawal's father, Asif Ali Zardari, slated for
the presidency.

This agreement is not unprecedented, as both parties
have previously cooperated to govern the country
following Khan's removal in 2022. In the new coalition,
the PML-N is the largest party with 79 seats, and the
PPP is second with 54. They along with four other
smaller parties have a comfortable majority in the
legislature, where 134 out of a total of 266 seats are
needed to form a government.

Against this backdrop, Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), whose affiliated candidates secured 93 seats -
more than any other party - has vehemently rejected
the coalition's claims, accusing them of undermining
the electoral process and usurping the mandate of the
people. The PTI has called for the resignation of the
head of Pakistan's Election Commission, alleging bias
and incompetence in overseeing the elections.

Of note, the PTI faces another obstacle as legal experts
question whether the party can claim reserved seats in
the parliament after it initially planned to align with the
Maijlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen (MWM) but later switched
to the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC). According to election
laws, parties must submit a list of nominees for
reserved seats before elections, which the SIC failed to
do. Consequently, uncertainty looms over the SIC's
eligibility to secure reserved seats, even with the
backing of 93 PTl-supported independents. [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan: Provincial post-election updates
on Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Punjab, and Sindh

(Im/nw) Concurrently with the formation of the federal
government, significant post-election developments
have unfolded in the four provinces that held elections
alongside the nationwide general elections—
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, and Sindh.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) of jailed ex-Premier Imran Khan has nominated Ali
Amin Gandapur as Chief Minister, set to take oath on
February 28. However, final approval for his cabinet
members rests with Khan. Of note, opposition parties
plan to contest key positions as well, with the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) party yet to decide on its
support amid allegations of election rigging. [Pakistan
Observer]
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Punjab

In Punjab, Pakistan's most populous province, Maryam
Nawaz, daughter of former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, has made history by being elected as the chief
minister, becoming the first woman to hold this
position in the country. Her party, the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), secured 220 votes in the
Punjab Assembly out of 371. Notably, the election was
boycotted by the opposition Sunni Ittehad Council
party, which is backed by jailed former Prime Minister
Imran Khan. [Al Jazeera]

Sindh

In Pakistan’s southern Sindh province, the provincial
leader of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Syed Murad
Ali Shah, was re-elected as Chief Minister for a third
consecutive term by securing 112 votes, while the
candidate of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan, a social liberal and secularist party, secured
36 votes. [The Nation]

Shah, whose father Abdullah Shah also served as the
chief minister, was first elected for the top provincial
office in 2016, when his party removed veteran
politician, Qaim Ali Shah, from the post after criticism
over his way of administering the province. [Arab
News]

Balochistan

In Balochistan, where the PPP and the Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (F) JUI-F), a party representing conservative
religious interests, both secured 11 seats each, the first
session of the assembly has been summoned for
February 28. The PPP and PML-N, which secured 10
seats, were able to reach an agreement to form a
coalition government, according to which the chief
minister will be a nominee from PPP, while the slot of
the new governor will go to PML-N. However, at the
time of writing, the parties could not finalize the names
of candidates for the top slots. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Premier Khan, wife
indicted on graft charges

(Im) A Pakistani court has formally charged former
Prime Minister Imran Khan and his third wife, Bushra
Bibi. The charges levied against them stem from
accusations of misusing Khan's premiership for
personal gain, specifically in relation to the acquisition
of land through the Al-Qadir Trust, a non-
governmental organization established by Khan and
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Bushra Bibi during his tenure as Prime Minister. This
latest legal development adds to a series of legal
challenges Khan has faced in recent months,
culminating in his incarceration since August. [Reuters]

The prosecution alleges that the Al-Qadir Trust was
utilized as a conduit for Khan to receive valuable
parcels of land, totaling 60 acres, from a prominent
real estate developer, Malik Riaz Hussain. These
parcels were purportedly granted to Khan in exchange
for favors rendered during his time in office. However,
both Khan and Bushra Bibi vehemently deny these
accusations, pleading not guilty to the indictment
charges.

The legal proceedings against Khan have been
significant, with previous convictions resulting in
substantial prison sentences, as well as disqualification
from participating in politics for a decade. Despite
these legal challenges, Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party emerged victorious in the national election
held on February 8, securing the most seats overall.
However, the election outcome has been marred by
controversy, with allegations of widespread fraud
prompting the PTI to reject the results.

Pakistan: Twitter remains inaccessable
despite judicial orders

(wa) Social media platform X, formerly Twitter,
remained inaccessible in Pakistan on February 27 for
the eleventh consecutive day, following disruptions
that began on February 17 amid protests against
alleged election rigging. Despite orders from the Sindh
High Court to restore access to social media platforms,
including X, Pakistan's telecommunications authority
has yet to comply. [Arab News]

The outage occurred after a high-ranking official in
Rawalpindi - where the country’s powerful military has
its headquarters - openly admitted to manipulating
votes in the February 8 polls, sparking nationwide
demonstrations by political parties, including Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). [AiR No. 8,
February/2024, 3]

The prolonged disruption has raised concerns about
democratic expression and media freedom, with
international organizations urging Pakistan to provide
unhindered internet access. So far in 2024, Pakistan
has experienced five internet interruptions, affecting
its 128 million users, according to a Lithuania-based
internet shutdown tracker.
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Sri Lanka: Opposition files no confidence
motion against House Speaker

(aa) In Sri Lanka, the main opposition Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (S)B) alliance has filed a no confidence
motion against the speaker of Parliament's lower
house. The motion alleges gross misconduct on the
Speaker's part, citing approval of the controversial
Online Safety Bill purportedly in contravention of
recommendations from the Supreme Court.
[Newswire]

On January 24, Parliament voted to pass the Online
Safety Act by a 108-62 vote, despite concerns by
opposition lawmakers and rights groups who alleged
that the government decided to hastily pass the bill in
order to crack down on dissent and stifle freedom of
speech ahead of parliamentary and presidential
elections this year. [AIR No. 5, January/2024, 5]

Significantly, soon after the bill was introduced to
Parliament last October, the Supreme Court, in
response to petitions challenging its constitutionality,
identified over 30 clauses and certain omissions as
incompatible with the constitution. Consequently, the
court ruled that the bill required a special majority in
Parliament for enactment. However, the court
indicated that if all the amendments it recommended
were incorporated into the bill during the Committee
Stage of Parliament, it could then be passed with a
simple majority.

Currently, some amendments as per the Supreme
Court determination and other recommended
amendments are on the way to being incorporated in a
separate amendment bill. The draft document is
currently at the Legal Draftsman’s Department and has
to go through Cabinet before it reaches the House.
[The Island]

Sri Lanka: Justice minister unveils online
asset declaration system for MPs, high-
level officials

(aa) Sri Lanka's Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe
announced in Parliament the introduction of online
methods for MPs and high-level officials to declare
their assets and liabilities in the future. He presented
three regulations under the Judicature Act, abolishing
previous acts related to bribery, corruption, and asset
declaration. [Daily News] [Adaderana]
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The Anti-Corruption Act that came into force in
September last year expands the scope of offenses,
introduces penalties for soliciting sexual bribes, and
mandates asset declarations for high-ranking officials,
including those in diplomatic service. Additionally, the
act grants power to confiscate property acquired
through bribery or corruption and allows courts to
extradite offenders who invest money abroad.

Sri Lanka: English to be allowed as court
language in selected courts

(Im) Sri Lanka plans to permit court proceedings to be
conducted in English in selected courts, as proposed
by Minister of Justice Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe. The
move aims to expedite court proceedings, particularly
in courts dealing with international trade or
commercial disputes. Currently, court proceedings and
documents are conducted in Sinhala, causing delays in
translation to English, which has affected Sri Lanka's
position in the Ease of Doing Business Index, where it
currently ranks 99. [Economy Next]

Sri Lanka: Army deserter arrested in
shooting incident linked to criminal gang
rivalry

(aa) A Sri Lanka Army deserter was arrested by Army
intelligence officers in connection with a recent
shooting incident in Mahabage, which is suspected to
involve rival criminal gangs. The victim, who
succumbed to his injuries after the shooting, was the
brother-in-law of a prominent drug trafficker and
criminal gang leader. Reports revealed that the victim
was receiving death threats from a rival gang prior to
the attack. [Adaderana]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-qr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-qy/

Cambodia: Prime minister’s brother
becomes deputy prime minister

(pm) Hun Many, brother of Prime Minister Hun Manet
and youngest son of former Prime Minister Hun Sen,
has become a Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) , following
a unanimous vote of all 120 lawmakers present at an
extraordinary voting session of the 125-member
National Assembly (NA) and a Royal Decree signed by
King Norodom Sihamoni on February 21.

Hun Many is the country’s 11t deputy prime minister
and will retain his post as Minister of Civil Service and
lawmaker.

Commenting on his brother’s promotion, Hun Manet
explained that the move serves to equip Hun Many
with sufficient authority and influence to lead and
implement the reform of the country’s public
administration involving all government institutions.

Part of this reform will be the creation of a national
commission specifically for the education, health and
public service sectors, which the new deputy prime
minister will chair, with Minister of Education, Youth
and Sport Hang Chuon Naron and Minister of Health
Chheang Ra serving as his deputies.

Responding to criticism of nepotism, Hun Manet stated
that the decision was about to promote the Minister of
Civil Service to push the needed reform of the
country’s public administration, adding that in this case
it just happens that the minister has the same family
name as him. [Phnom Penh Post] [The Washington
Post] [Radio Free Asia]

Cambodia: Ruling party wins Senate
election
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(pm/dql) As widely expected, the ruling party
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) won a landslide victory
in the Senate election held on February 25.

A provisional count of the National Election Committee
(NEC) showed that the party of Prime Minister Hun
Manet secured 55 of the 58 seats that were up for
grab. The remaining three seats were won by the
Khmer Will Party, an opposition party affiliated with
the disqualified main opposition Candlelight Party. The
voter turnout was at 99.86 percent, according to the
NEC. The announcement of the official results is
scheduled for early March.

The Senate consists of 62 members, with two senators
appointed by King Norodom Sihamoni and two others
by the National Assembly, the lower house of
Cambodia’s parliament.

The CCP's victory was never questioned, given that
elections for the Senate were carried out by the 125
members of the National Assembly, where the party
commands 120 seats, and the 11.622 local commune
councilors, who largely belong the CCP.

The election result is widely seen as paving the way for
party president and former Prime Minister Hun Sen to
become Senate President. This will allow him to hold
an official position in government after stepping down
last year after serving almost four decades as the
country’s prime minister. He was succeeded as prime
minister by his son, Hun Manet.

While the duties of the Senate are largely ceremonial,
focusing on the ratification legislation and measures
passed by the National Assembly, Senate President
serves as active head of state whenever the king is
absent from the country. [Nikkei Asia] [AP News]
[Khmer Times 1] [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia: Election recapitulation
system's transparency questioned

(yr) Following inconsistencies between the data on the
results forms and the Recapitulation Information
System (Sirekap), Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW)
and the Commission for Missing Persons and Victims
of Violence (KontraS) sent a formal letter on February
22 to the General Election Commission (KPU) urging
transparency in the management of the Sirekap.

The Sirekap serves as a tool used by polling workers to
upload the photo of the actual election results
documents after the votes are counted.
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In the letter, ICW and KontraS requested the General
Election Commission (KPU) to disclose documents
related to Sirekap's planning, procurement, and
budget, as well as the history of damage or
cyberattacks. [Kompas 1]

Meanwhile, the KPU reported that, on daily basis,
corrections were made to approximately 11,000 polling
stations for the presidential election and 7,000 polling
stations for the legislative elections. [Kompas 2]

Indonesia: Authorities investigate election
ballots trade in Malaysia

(yr) The Indonesian Election Supervisory Agency
(Bawaslu) is investigating the alleged trade of
Indonesian 2024 overseas election ballots at Malaysia’s
poll stations, which was revealed through a video
circulating on the internet.

Migrant CARE, the organization that focuses on
advocating for the issue of Indonesian migrant
workers, reported the case after finding a broker
selling ballot papers taken from mailboxes in
apartments where Indonesian citizens lived in Malaysia
for between 25 and 50 Malaysian ringgit (around USD
5.23-10.47).

The chairman of Bawaslu Rahmat Bagja, said a former
Indonesian Overseas Election Committee (PPLN)
member in Kuala Lumpur committed election
violations and other crimes.

The chairman of the Indonesian General Elections
Commission (KPU), Hasyim Asy'ari, has temporarily
suspended seven PPLN Kuala Lumpur members
regarding this issue of voter data collection. [Antara 1]
[Antara 2, in Indonesian]

Previously, on February 23, Asy'ari also announced
that re-voting for both presidential and legislative
election would be held at 686 polling stations spread
across Indonesia [Antara 3, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: President appoints new
ministers

(yr) On February 21, President Joko Widodo appointed
Hadi Tjahjanto as the Coordinating Minister for
Political, Legal and Security Affairs. This position was
previously filled by Mahfud Mahmodin, Ganjar
Pranowo's vice-presidential running mate, who
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resigned ahead of the presidential election (see AiR No.
6, February/2024, 1).

Tjahjanto is a former Indonesian National Military (TNI)
commander and previously served as Minister of
Agrarian Affairs and Spatial Planning.

Widodo also appointed Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono as
the new Minister of Agrarian Affairs and Spatial
Planning. Agus Yudhoyono is the Chairman of the
Democrat Party, and the son of the sixth President of
Indonesia, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. [Antara]

Indonesia: Climate targets met

(jb) Indonesian Environment and Forestry Minister Siti
Nurbaya Bakar announced a reduction of 875.7 million
tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) in
greenhouse gas emissions, aligning with targets set in
the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC),
Indonesia’s self-defined national climate pledges under
the Paris Agreement.

The decrease, reflecting a 42 percent decline from
2022 levels, signifies progress towards unilateral and
internationally supported emissions reduction goals by
2030.

Strategies include sector-specific targets in energy,
industry, and agriculture, along with efforts to mitigate
forest fires and manage waste. [Antara News]

Indonesia: New green investment rules
introduced

(jb) On February 20, Indonesia unveiled a new green
investment rule book, reclassifying coal-fired power
plants utilized in nickel facilities as part of the country’s
shift towards a sustainable economy.

Employing a traffic light system, sectors are
categorized as "green," "amber," or "red" based on
their environmental impact.

The sectors labelled "green" are considered as aligned
with efforts to meet Indonesia's climate goals, while
"amber" sectors are those supporting the transition to
low carbon economy, and "red" for those which harm
the environment.

Under the revision, investments in coal power plants, if
meeting specific conditions, are classified as "amber."
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Notably, investments in early retirement of existing
coal plants also receive a green label. [Vietnam Plus]

Indonesia: Bank Indonesia holds key
rates, eyes second-half cuts

(jb) Bank Indonesia (BI), the country's central bank, has
maintained its benchmark interest rate at 6 percent,
citing geopolitical developments and a resilient global
economy.

Bl Governor Perry Warjiyo hinted at potential rate cuts
in the latter half of 2024, contingent upon controlled
inflation, economic growth, and stable exchange rates.

Bl's cautious stance follows global uncertainties, with
attention on potential US Federal Reserve rate
adjustments. Despite recessions in certain developed
economies, robust GDP growth in the US and India
bolster Indonesia's economic prospects.

Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga
Hartarto anticipates Japan's recession (see AiR No. 8,
February/2024, 3) may drive increased investment in
Indonesia, positioning it favorably amid evolving global
dynamics. [Asia News Network]

Indonesia: Cabinet discusses 2025 state
budget and free lunch program

(yr) In the first cabinet meeting after the 2024 Election,
February 26, President Joko Widodo led meeting on the
“Government Work Plan” and state budget draft
(RAPBN) for 2025.

Even though the Indonesian General Election
Commission (KPU) has not yet announced the
presidential election result, the free lunch program
from the candidate pair Prabowo Subianto-Gibran
Rakabuming Raka is one of the main topics.

This meeting emphasises the importance of continued
development and government preparation for the
presidential transition by including the elected
president's key programmes in the 2025 state budget.
[Kompas]

Indonesia: Target number of civil servant
relocation to new capital reduced
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(jb) Indonesia has revised its plan to relocate senior
civil servants to the new capital city of Nusantara,
slashing the target to 6,000 from over 11,900 initially.
The Ministry of Administrative and Bureaucratic
Reform aims for these transfers to commence in
October 2024.

The adjustment stems from a halved 2024 relocation
goal, slowing the process outlined by Minister of
Administrative and Bureaucratic Reform Abdullah
Azwar Anas. Nusantara boasts 47 towers, with one
dedicated to housing civil servants, military, police
officers, and high-ranking officials. [Vietnam Plus]

Indonesia: Severe flooding displaces
thousands in Central Java, Indonesia

(jb) Recent floods in Demak and Grobogan regencies of
Central Java, Indonesia, have uprooted over 11,500
individuals, including 1,100 children, prompting school
closures amid the country's battle with escalating
climate challenges. The floods, affecting 71,000 people,
stem from heavy rainfall and embankment breaches,
impacting homes, schools, and vital infrastructure.

Displaced residents lament the disruption to education
and daily life. Save the Children and local partner
Migrant Care have extended aid, offering shelter, food,
and educational assistance. [Reliefweb]

Laos: 773 road accidents with 119 deaths
recorded in January

(wn) In January, Laos experienced 773 road accidents,
a significant increase of 143 accidents compared to
December 2023.

The Traffic Police Department (TPD) report revealed
that these accidents resulted in low to moderate
damage to 1,387 vehicles, injured 1,192 people, and
caused the deaths of 119 individuals. These numbers
represent an increase of 284, 241, and 31, respectively,
from last month.

The province of Vientiane Capital had the highest
number of accidents, followed by Champasack and
Savannakhet provinces. The report identified
intoxicated driving, speeding, sudden changes in
direction, noncompliance with traffic signs, and
overtaking as the primary causes of accidents. [Laotian
Times]
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Malaysia: King signals backing for prime
minister

(ba) The administration led by Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim has garnered support from Sultan Ibrahim
Iskandar, the recently appointed King of Malaysia.

Addressing the parliament and opening this year’s
parliamentary session, Sultan Ibrahim made it clear
that he would not entertain any efforts to disrupt the
government, advising the country's 222 lawmakers to
proceed with caution during his reign.

These remarks follow attempts to undermine Anwar's
position, which persisted until the final moments of
Sultan Abdullah Ahmad Shah's reign, concluding on
January 30. Notably, during Sultan Abdullah's tenure,
three prime ministers were compelled to step down
due to power struggles among parliamentarians.

During his address, the monarch emphasized that the
prosperity or adversity of the nation doesn't rest solely
upon the prime minister's shoulders but is a collective
responsibility shared by all members of parliament.
These representatives have been entrusted by the
Malaysian people to voice and represent their interests
in the parliamentary proceedings. [South China
Morning Post]

Furthermore, the King granted approval to Dewan
Rakyat (House of Representatives) Speaker Tan Sri
Johari Abdul to address and penalize any Member of
Parliament for misbehavior in parliament.

During his royal address at the commencement of the
First Meeting of the Third Session of the 15th
Parliament on Monday, February 26, His Majesty
declared that the Dewan Rakyat Speaker holds the
authority to impose a 14-day ban on MPs who display
inappropriate conduct. [New Strait Times] [The Star]

Malaysia: Government asked to update on
efforts to separate roles of Attorney
General and Public Prosecutor

(ba) The government has been urged to disclose the
most recent advancements in the initiative to separate
the responsibilities of the Attorney General and the
Public prosecutor.
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This call comes in the wake of the formation of two
specialized task forces in September of last year. Dr.
Muhammad Mohan, President of Transparency
International Malaysia (TI-Malaysia), emphasized the
importance of transparency in the reform process to
prevent any negative perceptions among the public
during a February 22 interview.

Earlier reports indicated that Azalina Othman Said, the
Minister in the Prime Minister's Department (in charge
of Legal and Institutional Reforms), had announced the
establishment of two special task forces: the
Comparative Study Special Task Force and the
Technical Special Task Force.

These task forces aim to expedite the separation of the
roles of the attorney general and public prosecutor.
Azalina emphasized that although the reformis a
protracted process, it remains a primary focus for the
government to ensure a more transparent and
independent prosecution process.

Muhammad acknowledged the intricacies of legal
reforms, noting that amendments or changes in the
Constitution may be necessary. However, he
emphasized that such implementation is not
impossible. [Astro Awani]

In Malaysia, the Attorney General is the principal legal
adviser of the country. At the same time the Attorney
General is also the highest-ranking public prosecutor in
the country and is also known as the Public Prosecutor.
This has led to discussion over too much power
concentrated in one hand.

The duties and powers of the Attorney General are
stipulated in Art. 145 of the Federal Constitution.

Malaysia: Establishment of Malaysian
Syariah Prosecution Department (JPSM)
welcomed by Mufti of Penang

(ba) The formation of the Malaysian Syariah
Prosecution Department (JPSM) is viewed as a positive
step, particularly in delineating the responsibilities of
law enforcement and prosecution.

Mufti of Penang Wan Salim Wan Mohd Noor
emphasized that the establishment of the JPSM is
crucial to eliminating overlapping powers between the
Department of Islamic Religion and the Syariah Court.
In Malaysia, the Mufti is the ruling body after the
Sultan in religious matters.
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Addressing this matter on February 22, Mufti Wan
Salim expressed the belief that JPSM should have been
established much earlier. He highlighted its potential
to streamline and expedite the handling of cases
brought forth by the Muslim community, ensuring
resolution through the Syariah Court.

Media reports on February 21 indicated the
government's intention to establish JPSM as part of
efforts to fortify the Sharia legal framework in the
country. Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department (in charge for Religious Affairs), Dr Zulkifli
Hasan, stated that the process of setting up the JPSM is
currently under discussion. He underscored the
government's commitment to implementing Sharia
legislation systematically and orderly, encompassing
measures such as the Sharia Courts (Criminal
Jurisdiction) Act 1965 (RUU 355). [Astro Awani]

Previously, there was a Federal Court's decision on
February 9, which deemed 16 provisions under the
Kelantan Syariah Criminal Code Enactment 2019 as
null and void. And the decision was criticized by Islamic
groups for weakening the religious courts in that
Muslim-majority country. [AIR No. 8, February/2024, 3]

Malaysia: Son-in-law of a former prime
minister to face multiple charges related
to criminal breach of trust

(ba) Muhammad Adlan, the son-in-law of the former
Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin, is poised to confront
multiple charges related to criminal breach of trust
(CBT) upon his return from overseas, according to
Azam Baki, the chief commissioner of the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC).

On February 22, Azam stated that the investigation
into Muhammad Adlan Berhan has been thoroughly
concluded, and the commission is prepared to bring
charges against him in court. Muhammad Adlan being
investigated by the MACC in relation to
misappropriation in the registration, recruitment and
biometric storage of foreign workers in the country.

On August 9, Muhammad Adlan refuted allegations of
attempting to evade authorities. His lawyer, Datuk Dr.
Baljit Singh Sidhu, asserted that his client vehemently
denied being "a fugitive on the run." Baljit argued that
Muhammad Adlan left Malaysia through legal means
and criticized the earlier MACC statement as an effort
to tarnish and embarrass his client.
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Even though MACC stated that it was prepared to go
for the charges, they could not proceed further
because he is not in Malaysia, and they don't know
where he is.

Additionally, it was reported that the police are
awaiting a response regarding the Red Notice
application filed against Muhyiddin's son-in-law at the
Interpol headquarters in Lyon, France. [The Star]

Malaysia: Son of former prime minister
granted extension for asset declaration
period

(ba) Azam Baki, the chief commissioner of the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC), has
granted a 30-day extension to Mokhzani Mahathir, the
son of former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad.

This extension is attributed to the extensive nature of
Mokhzani's assets, allowing sufficient time for him to
declare them.

Both of Mahathir Mohamad's sons, Mokhzani and
Mirzan Mahathir, are currently under investigation by
the MACC and have been instructed to disclose their
assets.

On February 21, it was reported that the MACC had
previously granted the same extension to Mokhzani's
older brother, Mirzan Mahathir, four days prior.

Mokhzani is facing investigation under the MACC Act
2009 and the Anti-Money Laundering, Anti-Terrorism,
and Proceeds of Unlawful Activities Act 2001. The
investigation into Mokhzani is reportedly related to
business activities related to the sale and purchase of
Government-Linked Companies (GLC)

The brothers claim that the MACC has requested a
comprehensive list of their assets dating back to 1981,
the year their father first assumed the role of prime
minister.

Addressing a separate issue, Azam Baki stated that
there is no indication of misappropriation of funds
allocated to a non-governmental organization within
the Prime Minister's Department.

This response comes in the wake of social media
activist Ratu Naga's allegations that the MACC should
investigate Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar Md Akin, the
senior political secretary to the Prime Minister, instead
of her.
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Ratu Naga, whose real name is Syatul Ema Abu Samah,
made these claims on February 16 after becoming the
subject of a MACC investigation, asserting that
Shamsul Iskandar should be questioned as she has no
connections to him. [The Star]

Malaysia: Armed Forces Fund Board
controversy indicates broader concerns,
including issues of corruption

(ba) An anti-corruption activist, Edmund Terence
Gomez suggests that the conflicting statements from
Raja Affandi Raja Noor and the Armed Forces Fund
Board (LTAT) regarding his resignation as chairman
point to deeper underlying issues that need to be
addressed.

On February 8, the LTAT declared Raja Affandi's
"retirement." However, insider information received by
Free Malaysia Today (FMT) on the following day stated
that the chairman had actually resigned due to
disagreements over the restructuring of Boustead
Holdings Bhd. Boustead Holdings Bhd is a subsidiary of
LTAT and the restructuring plan is part of LTAT's 2023-
2025 strategic plan as one of the main initiatives to
address LTAT's US$ 733.6 million debt and its dividend
- trap structure

In a subsequent acknowledgment, Defense Minister
Khaled Nordin confirmed Raja Affandi's resignation,
citing LTAT's statement when communicating the
purported retirement.

Raja Affandi's departure closely followed the
unexpected exit of CEO Ahmad Nazim Abdul Rahman
on February 1. According to Gomez, the apparent
"feud" between Khaled and Raja Affandi is just one
manifestation of numerous unresolved issues
stemming from a history of corruption affecting the
LTAT, including the 2022 littoral combat ship scandal.
Where there are problems in the procurement of six
littoral combat ships for the navy worth US$ 2.04
billion.

Gomez further highlighted the broader concerns in
connection with the LTAT situation, such as the
persistent misuse of government-linked companies
(GLCs) and the "racialisation of business deals." He
pointed to the Cabinet's intervention in the planned
acquisition of Boustead Plantations Bhd by Kuala
Lumpur Kepong Bhd as an example.

Gomez argued that the extensive control exerted by
the Cabinet over GLCs, including involvement in
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professional appointments and contract decisions, has
perpetuated ongoing problems within these
corporations.

He emphasized that the well-being of armed forces
pensioners and, on a larger scale, the country's
economy, is jeopardized if politicians continue to
interfere in corporate operations. Gomez urged the
formation of a royal commission of inquiry (RCI) to
provide independent oversight of GLCs and prevent
further political interference. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Meeting fails to succeed in
improving relations between Hadi and
Muhyiddin

(ba) The Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS) President Abdul
Hadi Awang recently held a meeting with his
counterpart of the Malaysian United Indigenous Party
(Bersatu), Muhyiddin Yassin.

However, the attempt to foster a closer relationship
appears to have fallen short in reconciling the
differences between the two leaders.

PAS, Bersatu, and Malaysian People's Movement Party
(Gerakan) collectively constitute the opposition
Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition. In this coalition,
Muhyiddin serves as the chairman, while Hadi holds
the position of deputy chairman.

The camaraderie between Muhyiddin and Hadi took a
hit when Muhyiddin, contrary to his initial decision,
opted to contest his position in the upcoming party
polls scheduled for this year. Muhyiddin assumed
office as the country's eighth chief executive in
February 2020 but resigned in August of the following
year, making way for United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO) vice-president Ismail Sabri
Yaakob. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: 14,000 investment fraud cases
recorded over past five years

(ba) Over the span of five years, from 2019 to 2023, the
Commercial Crime Investigation Department (CCID)
under The Royal Malaysia Police has documented
14,488 instances of investment fraud, resulting in
financial losses amounting to USD 280.5 million, as
stated by Director Ramli Yoosuf.
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In response to the escalating number of cases, Ramli
mentioned that the CCID is collaborating with the
Securities Commission (SC) to address and combat this
form of criminal activity. Ramli further disclosed that
during a meeting held on February 22, both the police
and the SC have agreed to establish a mechanism
enabling the public to verify the authenticity of any
investment.

The SC has already developed a platform called
‘Investment checker’, which can be accessed through
the SC's website. Both agencies also agreed to
continue offering their commitment in combating
fraud by sharing information, expertise, investigations
and operations.

The intention behind this collaboration is to foster
effective investment schemes while simultaneously
curbing the prevalence of investment fraud, according
to Ramli. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Kachin rebels and Myanmar
junta clash over control of key jade
mining hub

(jb) Tensions have escalated as the rebel Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and Myanmar's military vie
for dominance in Hpakant, the world's largest jade
mining area.

Since the coup, both factions have heavily relied on
natural resources for financing. Control of strategic
points like Hway Hkar and Nam Tein have shifted
between forces, impacting the lucrative jade industry,
which contributes to 70% of global production. [Radio
Free Asia]

In October, Radio Free Asia reported that the Kachin
Independence Organization, the political faction of the
KIA, pressured more than 600 people to relocate from
a village to monopolize gold and jade mining in the
area to fund fighting. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Pro-regime Pa-O army
increases efforts to forcibly recruit
civilians

(jw/jb) The pro-regime Pa-O National Army (PNA)
initiated efforts to forcibly recruit civilians for militias in
the southern Shan State after the junta announced
plans to conscript its citizens.
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The Pa-O National Army is a Pa-O insurgent group in
Myanmar, founded in 1949. It is the armed wing of the
Pa-O National Organisation that represents to the Pa-O
people, the seventh largest ethnic nationality in
Myanmar

PNA leader Aung Kham Hti signed a ceasefire deal with
the previous military regime and allowed for militias to
govern the Pa-O self-administered zone. The zone
includes Hopong, Hsi Hseng and Panlong townships.

A Hsi Hseng resident said that the PNA is forcibly
recruiting around five civilians per 100 residents.
Though the draft mandates military service from men
aged 18 to 45 and women aged 18 to 35, the PNA has
set no age range.

According to residents, approximately 80 percent of
the young population have left the autonomous region
due to political and economic turmoil. He said, "Only
students and youths who are taking care of elderly
family members remain. The PNA recruits them.
Residents who refuse to join the militia must pay
whatever the PNA asks for."

The PNA has been forcibly recruiting civilians since
anti-junta forces launched a military offensive known
as "Operation 1111," the ongoing military operation
launched by Karenni Ethnic Armed Organisations
(EAOs) that began on November 11 and that includes
the Karenni Army (KA), Karenni Nationalities Defence
Force (KNDF) and Karenni National People's Liberation
Front (KNPLF). [The Irrawaddy]

Meanwhile, Myanmar's military junta is forcibly
conscripting Rohingya men from villages and internally
displaced persons (IDP) camps in Rakhine State,
following the enactment of the People’s Military Service
Law on February 10 (see AiR No. 7, February/2024, 2)
which since has sent draft-eligible civilians fleeing from
Myanmar’s cities.

Over 400 Rohingya have been coerced into service,
promised freedom of movement and a monthly salary
of 150,000 kyats (USD 41). [Radio Free Asia] [Ummid]

Myanmar: Rebel force seize police station
near Rakhine State’s capital Sittwe.

(mg) The Arakan Army claims that it has seized
Ponnagyun Township police station on February 22.
The township is situated on the Yangon-Sittwe Road
and 30km north of the state capital.
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The Ethnic Forces say they told the military command
to surrender when they approached the police station
after seizing Pauktaw town.

The regime continued to shell Sittwe, Ponnagyun,
Rathedaung and Buthidaung townships. According to
reports, over half the Sittwe’s residents have fled the
city. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: KNU captures more junta
territory in Mon and Karen states and
Bago Region

(mg) The Karen National Union (KNU) has captured
more territory in south-eastern Mon and Karen States
and Bago Region, according to the KNU.

In a video, the KNU reported visits to the three front-
line bases in these areas.

Since occupying the Let Khet mountain overlooking
Myawaddy town - the Karen state city significant
because of its strategic location within this
transportation network - in July last year, the KNU has
reportedly repelled 13 junta attacks to retake the
mountain, and now controls the Asian Highway from
Myawaddy to Kyonedoe town. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Extended travel ban
exacerbates woes in conflict-hit coastal
region

(jb) Myanmar's junta has prolonged a travel prohibition
in the strife-ridden coastal region of Kyaukpyu,
exacerbating concerns for locals' well-being and
livelihoods, according to Radio Free Asia. The ban,
initially imposed on 19 December 2023, bars Rakhine
state inhabitants from sea travel, fishing, and shoreline
activities until 19 April 2024.

Kyaukpyu, a hotspot of confrontations between the
Arakan Army and military forces, is home to Chinese-
supported economic projects that have been halted by
the conflict. Locals are concerned that Chinese
investments do not provide local jobs and may disrupt
the crucial fishing industry. [Radio Free Asia]

Philippines: Duterte signals support for
Marcos’ constitutional change as long as it
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stays economically

(ms) Former President Rodrigo Duterte's shifts tone
towards President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and his
planned controversial constitutional changes caused a
surprise and stirred speculation about the political
landscape in the Philippines. In a prayer rally held in
Cebu City, Duterte softened his stance towards
Marcos, marking a departure from his earlier
confrontational rhetoric.

Just weeks prior, Duterte had publicly derided Marcos,
even going so far as to call him a "drug addict" during a
protest rally in Davao City. However, at the Cebu rally,
Duterte appeared to be open of working together with
his rival, describing Marcos as a "dignified" man and
expressing support for certain initiatives of the Marcos
administration, including proposed charter changes.

Duterte, who had previously opposed any alterations
to the Constitution, now indicates openness to certain
amendments, even regarding term limits for the
president. However, he stipulates that such changes
should not benefit incumbent officials whereby he also
includes himself.

The latter in particular is probably even more of a
surprise than the shift in tone, as it was feared that
Marcos could use the supposedly solely economic
constitutional changes, that officially aims to open the
country for more foreign direct investment, to convert
the country to a parliamentary system, which would
allow Marcos to install his cousin Martin Romualdez,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, as his
successor before the next presidential elections in
2028.

According to new reports, Marcos plans to hold the
plebiscite on the charter change at the same time as
the midterm elections in May 2025 to save public
funds, which he says puts both Marcos and opponents
of the reform under a tight schedule. [The Manila
Times 1]

One possible explanation for Duterte's concession
could be the emphasis that no incumbent officials
should be affected, he remained very vague on who
would be covered, which at least leaves open the
possibility that he is positioning his daughter, Vice
President Sara Duterte-Carpio in the position for a long
term in power. [Inquirer] [Philstar] [Rappler] [The
Manila Times 2]

Despite Duterte's apparent thawing towards Marcos,
he issued a veiled warning, urging the president not to
follow in the footsteps of his father, the late strongman
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Ferdinand E. Marcos who was ousted from power in

February 1986 through the People Power Revolution.
Duterte cautioned against overreaching and advised

Marcos to tread carefully in his governance.

While Duterte is softening his course, there is less
acceptance among parts of the civilian population, for
example. Marcos' proposals have triggered widespread
opposition, culminating in protests across the nation
on the anniversary of the above-mentioned People
Power Revolution. Thousands took to the streets to
voice their concerns over the potential ramifications of
charter changes, fearing they could be exploited to
extend Marcos' tenure or consolidate power. [The
Strait Times]

Philippines: Establishment of maritime
zone to counter China in South China Sea

(ms) The Philippine Congress has passed, on February
26, a landmark bill establishing maritime zones around
the country, a move hailed as significant in managing
territorial waters amidst heightened tensions in the
region with China (read more entry below).

The bill delineates archipelagic boundaries, internal
waters, and exclusive economic zones, emphasizing
the Philippines' sovereign rights and jurisdiction,
particularly in the West Philippine Sea and Benham
Rise. Anchored in the UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and a the 2016 international arbitration
ruling invalidated China's claims under the nine-dash-
line in the South China Sea, affirming the Philippines'
territorial claims under the UNCLOS framework. It
clarified maritime boundaries and reinforced the
importance of a rules-based international order in
resolving disputes in the region.

, the legislation counters China's expansive claims in
the South China Sea. The bill's passage signals a
milestone in the nation's efforts to assert control over
its seas, enhance maritime security, and tap into the
blue economy's potential. Analysts view the move as
crucial for securing international cooperation,
protecting natural resources, and safeguarding Filipino
rights. With the bill awaiting President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.'s signature, its enactment is anticipated to
bolster the Philippines' position in maritime disputes
and strengthen alliances with international partners.
[Benar News]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-el/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-el/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-er/

Philippines: Ratifying ILO convention 190
against workplace violence as first Asia
country

(ms) on February 20, the Philippines has become the
first Asian country to ratify the International Labour
Organization (ILO) Convention 190 on Violence and
Harassment in the World of Work.

Convention 190 addresses the pervasive issue of
workplace violence and harassment comprehensively.
By defining these terms and extending protection to all
workers, including interns and apprentices, it reaffirms
the fundamental right to work without fear or
intimidation, an step, who is said to be of particular
significance for overseas Filipino workers (OFWs), who
often face various forms of mistreatment in foreign
workplaces.

By ratifying Convention 190, the Philippines commits to
developing inclusive, gender-responsive strategies for
preventing and addressing workplace violence and
harassment. This multifaceted approach underscores
the importance of collaboration among governments,
employers, workers, and their organizations to ensure
effective implementation at the national level.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s endorsement of this
convention reflects the government's interest in
presenting itself as an advocate for a fair and
sustainable work environment, thereby getting more
attractive for foreign businesses. [GMA News Online]
[International Labour Organization]

Philippines: Record USD 10 billion in retail
treasury bonds

(ms) The Philippines recently achieved a significant
financial milestone by raising a record-breaking USD
10.5 billion through the sale of retail treasury bonds.
The funds generated will be allocated towards funding
government projects and addressing budget shortfalls.

The Bureau of the Treasury reported that USD 4.8
billion was acquired through a rate-setting auction
earlier this month, with an additional USD 2.3 billion
raised during the public offer. Notably, USD 3.4 billion
came from subscriptions to the new bonds, indicating
substantial investor interest.

This accomplishment surpasses the previous record
set in 2020, highlighting the resilience of the
Philippines' financial strategies, particularly in utilizing


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-ey/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-ej/

retail bonds, which have proven popular among small
investors.

The government announced plans to allocate these
funds to various sectors including agriculture,
infrastructure, education, and healthcare. [Bloomberg]
[Einance Asia]

Philippines: Auction of eight energy
projects amid depletion of gas reserves

(ms) The Philippines has announced plans to auction
off eight energy projects, marking a significant step
towards meeting its growing energy demands. The
auction, which includes coal and petroleum
exploration blocks, underscores the government's
commitment to diversifying its energy portfolio and
reducing dependency on imported fuel.

Four of these projects will be located the southern
Mindanao island. The strong interest shown by both
local and international oil and gas firms reflects the
lucrative potential of these ventures, with previous
drilling efforts already indicating promising oil and gas
reserves.

Moreover, the Department of Energy's (DOE) initiative
to conduct the Third Round of the Green Energy
Auction (GEA-3) underscores a parallel commitment to
renewable energy (RE) development. Scheduled to
include non-feed-in-tariff (FIT) eligible RE technologies
such as geothermal, impounding hydro, and pumped-
storage hydro, along with run-of-river (ROR) hydro, the
auction aims to harness the country's abundant
renewable resources.

With an indicative capacity of 699 MW from
hydroelectric dams, 3,120 MW from pumped storage
and 380 MW from geothermal sources, the auction
promises to make a significant contribution to the
national grid.

The energy situation in the Philippines is precarious
due to heavy reliance on imported fossil fuels,
exacerbated by the impending depletion of the
country's only gas field in 2027. Thus, initiatives such
as energy auctions and renewable energy programs
are crucial to address the imminent scarcity of fossil
fuels and bolster the nation's energy security.
[Department of Energy] [Reuters]
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Philippines: Coca-Cola to invest USD 1
billion in Philippine expansion

(ms) Coca-Cola's recent announcement of plans to
invest USD 1 billion in expanding its operations in the
Philippines has drawn attention from both government
officials and industry observers. President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. welcomed the multinational company's
decision during a meeting at Malacafiang with Coca-
Cola executives.

The investment is aimed at capitalizing on the growth
opportunities presented by the Philippine market,
particularly its youthful consumer demographic,
according to the officials emphasizing the company's
confidence in the country's business climate,
highlighting plans for a new plant in Tarlac as part of
the expansion strategy.

In addition to business growth, Coca-Cola intends to
focus on sustainability initiatives in the Philippines.
They mentioned the company's efforts in plastic
collection and recycling, along with its existing
returnable glass bottle business in the country.

The investment follows the recent acquisition of Coca-
Cola Bottlers Philippines, Inc. (CCBPI) by Coca-Cola
Europacific Partners (CCEP) and Aboitiz Equity
Ventures (AEV). This acquisition solidifies CCEP's
position as the largest Coca-Cola bottler globally and
reflects AEV's commitment to sustainability and
innovation in the region's beverages industry.

The investment is expected to create significant
economic opportunities, with an estimated 100,000
direct and indirect jobs generated throughout the
distribution and supply chain network. The move aligns
with the Philippine government's efforts to attract
foreign investment and stimulate economic growth.
[BNN] [Inquirer] [Presidential Communications Office]

Philippines: Tatak Pinoy Act signed to
boost Filipino industries

(ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has enacted, on
February 26,the Republic Act (RA) 11981, popularly
known as the "Tatak Pinoy Act," in a bid to strengthen
Filipino industries and promote locally-made products
and services. The law aims to elevate Philippine goods
and services to global standards by providing
incentives and financing perks to businesses that
produce top-quality goods.
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Under the Tatak Pinoy Act, Filipino enterprises
demonstrating “excellence” in their products and
services will receive support from the government,
including low-interest loans and credit guarantees.
Priority will be given to Philippine products and
services across various sectors for a duration of ten
years, facilitating their access to domestic and
international markets.

President Marcos emphasized that the Tatak Pinoy Act
transcends mere branding, focusing on nurturing
Filipino talent and competence. He underscored the
importance of tangible support in fostering excellence
within local industries, ensuring that products
deserving of the "Made in the Philippines" trademark
meet the highest standards of quality.

The enactment of the Tatak Pinoy Act represents a
significant step towards promoting inclusive economic
growth and development in the Philippines. By
investing in Filipino competence and talent, the
government aims to bolster domestic industries and
enhance their competitiveness on the global stage.
[Philippine News Agency] [Philstar] [The Manila Times]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. signs
Expanded Centenarian Act

(ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has signed into
law the Republic Act (RA) 11982, also known as the
"Expanded Centenarian Act," to provide support and
benefits to elderly citizens in the Philippines.

Under the Expanded Centenarian Act, Filipino citizens
aged 80 and above will receive a cash gift an equivalent
of USD 178 upon reaching this milestone, with
additional incentives every five years until the age of
95.

President Marcos emphasized the importance of
providing more than just financial assistance to elderly
citizens, advocating for the establishment of a support
infrastructure to cater to their needs. He highlighted
the need for societal facilities to be expanded as the
demographic of senior citizens continues to grow.
[Presidential Communication Office] [Philippine News
Agency] [Philstar] [The Manila Times]

Philippine: Military and NPA continue
clashes despite claims of ceasefire
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(ms) In remote regions of the Philippines, clashes
between the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and
the New People’s Army, Maoist insurgents, persist,
contradicting recent assertions by President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. of a subdued insurgency. Despite his
declaration in December of no active NPA bases,
skirmishes have erupted at least 10 times since the
start of the year in provinces like Rizal, Batangas, and
lloilo.

The conflict, which has endured since 1969, has
claimed over 60,000 lives on both sides, according to
the Philippine Army. President Marcos Jr. has reported
the neutralization of 1,399 targets and the elimination
of all NPA strongholds. However, AFP Chief Romeo
Brawner admitted in January that 11 supposedly
weakened insurgent bases remained operational.

The NPA, serving as the armed wing of the Communist
Party of the Philippines (CPP), demands land reform
and poverty eradication, operating alongside the
National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) in
their insurgency.

Despite government claims of success, NPA leaders
assert their growing strength, refuting assertions of
impending defeat by 2025. The CPP estimates
insurgents are active in 14 of 17 regions, resisting
military efforts. Rebel leaders emphasize resilience,
asserting their ability to adapt to government tactics.

Recent clashes in Negros Occidental saw the military
launch an airstrike, on February 22, following intense
encounters, leading to evacuations and class
cancellations in the region. The Commission on Human
Rights plans to investigate the military offensive, citing
potential violations of the Geneva Convention.

At the same time in Zamboanga del Sur, a notorious
NPA leader with 30 warrants of arrest was allegedly
killed in a clash with government troops. [Rappler]
[South China Morning Post] [Sunstar]

Thailand: Roundup for Thaksin's first
week after parole release

(bk/msz) Thailand's ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra,
who was released earlier this month from detention,
was visited by former Cambodian leader Hun Sen, one
of his closest allies, as well as Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin, fueling speculation about Thaksin's influence
in the government and future role in Thai politics.

Visit by Hun Sen
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On February 21, Cambodian Supreme Privy Council
President and former Prime Minister Hun Sen visited
Thaksin at the latter's residence. Hun Sen also met with
Thaksin's daughter and Pheu Thai Party leader
Paetongtarn Shinawatra. [Bangkok Post 1] [Reuters]

Of note, following his meeting with Thaksin, Hun Sen
extended an invitation to Paetongtarn for an official
visit to Cambodia scheduled for mid-March, in her
capacity as the leader of Thailand's ruling party. The
discussions during this visit are expected to primarily
revolve around potential bilateral party development
between key figures from Pheu Thai and the
Cambodian People's Party (CPP). Moreover, there's a
possibility of arranging a joint cabinet meeting later in
the year to address governmental matters. [The Nation
2]

Against the backdrop of these developments, it's
noteworthy to recall that Hun Sen had provided
sanctuary to Thaksin during his exile, appointing him
as a special advisor and facilitating his frequent visits
and meetings with allies in Cambodia. This move had
irked Thaksin's adversaries, who perceived it as
unwelcome interference by a neighboring nation.

Visit by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

On February 24, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin paid a
visit, marking Thaksin's first official high-profile
meeting with a Thai politician since his release from
detention. The timing of Thavisin's visit to Thaksin is
noteworthy, as it comes amid swirling speculation
about Thavisin's own political power and the potential
for Thaksin's influence to undermine it. Thavisin's
assertion following the meeting that Thaksin offered
him moral support without criticism suggests a
delicate balance of power and influence between the
two figures. [Thai PBS World] [The Japan Times]

Thailand: Lower House completes first
readings of three bills to abolish NCPO
orders

(msz) The lower house of Thailand’s Parliament on
February 22 agreed in principle with three bills that
aim to abolish orders issued by the now-defunct
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), the
military junta that held power in Thailand from the
military coup in May 2014 until 2019. The House voted
unanimously to approve the bills in their first reading
and agreed to form a House committee to vet them.
[Bangkok Post]
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The bills seek to annul three directives issued as part
of the 14th instruction by the NCPO in 2016. These
directives have resulted in partial invalidation of the
Southern Border Administration Act, particularly
affecting sections related to the advisory council of the
Southern Border Administration and Development.
This council played a crucial role in overseeing the
operations of the Southern Border Provinces
Administration Centre (SBPAC), a government agency
responsible for addressing issues and promoting
development in the southern border provinces of
Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala, and parts of Songkhla
province.

Back then, the NCPO appointed its own committee to
oversee the operations of the SBPAC. Additionally, the
NCPO granted the Internal Security Operation
Command, which operates under the jurisdiction of
the Royal Thai Armed Forces, authority over the
civilian-led SBPAC. These actions have reportedly
diminished the efficiency of the SBPAC and restricted
public participation and input in the decision-making
processes of the center.

Thailand: Senate schedules general
debate on government’s performance for
March 25

(tt) The whips of Thailand's upper House has fixed
March 25 as the date for a general debate, without a
vote, with members of the government on the
government's performance. The debate will last 15
hours, with senators question for 11.5 hours, the
Cabinet will respond for 3 hours, and the Senate
president will make remarks for the last half hour. [The
Nation]

The general debate will assess the government's
performance in seven areas since it presented its
policies to parliament last September, including justice
and law enforcement, energy prices, education reform,
and the implementation of a proposed charter
amendment. Earlier this month, the Senate had
criticized the government for scheduling the general
debate for the latter of March, calling the decision a
delaying tactic meant to avoid accountability [see AIR
No. 6, February/2024, 1].

During last week’s session, senators also set an agenda
for considering members for an ordinary committee to
assess the Auditor General nominee on February 27.
Additionally, four draft bills were referred to Senate
committees for thorough examination. These bills
cover various issues, such as regulations governing
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human resources management within local
administrative organizations. Notably, one of the bills
aims to revoke an order issued by the National Council
for Peace and Order, the governing body that held
power in Thailand from the military coup in May 2014
until 2019.

Thailand: Government aims to ban
recreational use of cannabis by year-end

(msz) Thailand is set to implement a new law banning
the recreational use of cannabis by the end of 2024,
according to government announcements. The
proposed bill, slated for review by the Cabinet next
month and subsequent approval by Parliament's lower
house before October recess, aims to explicitly prohibit
cannabis consumption for recreational purposes.
[Bangkok Post]

In addition to the existing prohibition on public
consumption, the proposed law would impose a fine of
approximately THB 60,000 (USD 1,674) on individuals
caught using cannabis recreationally. Existing cannabis
dispensaries will be allowed to operate until their
current licenses expire, after which they must adhere
to stricter licensing regulations outlined in the new
legislation. Those found selling cannabis or its
derivatives for recreational use could face up to one
year in prison, a fine of THB 100,000, or both.

The bill is part of the broader public debate on drug
addiction concerns following the decriminalization of
cannabis in 2022 and the failure of parallel regulations
around the marijuana industry. The draft bill reflects
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin’s electoral promise to
address concerns regarding drug addiction by
restricting cannabis usage solely to medicinal
purposes. This marks a significant departure from the
previous administration's move to decriminalize
cannabis in 2022.

However, critics argue that an outright ban could
negatively impact Thailand's economy, particularly in
terms of tourism and employment opportunities.
Under the current regulatory framework, the cannabis
industry was projected to reach a value of USD 1.2
billion by 2025, as per a 2022 report by the University
of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.

Thailand: Opposition Democrat Party
pushes for parole reforms
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(bk) Thailand's opposition Democrat Party plans to
propose a bill to amend the 2017 Corrections Act,
seeking to transfer the authority for approving prison
sentence reductions and parole from the current
parole committee under the Department of
Corrections and Ministry of Justice to an independent
committee and the court. [Bangkok Post]

This legislative initiative arises amidst the recent parole
release of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
on February 18 from a Bangkok hospital, where he
served six months for corruption-related offenses.
Notably, Thaksin, who avoided spending any time
behind bars, was among 930 prisoners granted parole
this month, due to advancing age and deteriorating
health. [AIR No. 8, February/2024, 3]

In light of these developments, Democrat Party
lawmakers contend that the government, led by the
Pheu Thai Party - the de facto successor to Thaksin's
now-defunct Thai Rak Thai party - cannot escape
scrutiny for its perceived involvement in granting
parole to Thaksin.

Thailand: Former red-shirt leader seeks
new probe into deaths during 2010 anti-
government protests

(Im) Weng Tojirakarn, a former co-leader of the United
Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD), the
political movement that emerged in response to the
2006 military coup that ousted then-Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra, has called upon Thailand's ruling
Pheu Thai Party to form an independent committee to
reinvestigate the violent handling of street protests in
April 2010, which resulted in significant loss of life.
[Bangkok Post]

Weng encouraged Pheu Thai, the de facto successor
party of Thaksin's now-defunct Thai Rak Thai party, to
advocate for amendments to laws perceived by the
UDD as obstructing efforts to attain justice for the
victims of the violence. He also urged for the
prosecution of all military personnel implicated in the
killing of innocent civilians during the unrest, insisting
that they be tried in civilian courts.

Pheu Thai is also being asked to push for Thailand to
make a declaration accepting the International
Criminal Court’s jurisdiction over incidents specifically
connected with the Centre for Resolution of
Emergency Situations, an agency established in April
2010 by the government of then-Prime Minister Abhisit
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Vejjajiva, to contain the UDD-led anti-government
protests.

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha meets
with vice ministers, urges unity across
party lines

(msz) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
recently convened a meeting with all vice ministers,
stressing the importance of unity and collaboration in
advancing the government's goals, regardless of party
affiliations. During the gathering, Srettha encouraged
vice ministers to build strong relationships and
promote open communication to facilitate cooperation
and problem-solving across ministries. [The Nation
Thailand]

Emphasizing the need for collective action, Srettha
urged vice ministers to prioritize implementing short-
term economic measures to enhance national income
and address pressing challenges. Additionally, he
proposed holding more meetings to foster ongoing
discussions and idea exchanges among the vice
minister committee.

Vice ministers serve as political appointees supporting
various ministries, though they are not part of the
official Cabinet.

Thailand: Deputy National Police Chief
denies involvement in online gambling
scandal

(bk/Im) Recent developments in a long-standing
investigation by the Royal Thai Police into alleged
connections between police personnel and an online
gambling network has revealed a rift between two of
its senior officers - deputy police chief Pol General
Surachate Hakparn and the deputy commissioner of
the Central Investigation Bureau, Pol Maj-General
Jaroonkiat Pankaew.

The investigation is bifurcated: the primary case
involves 14 individuals, including eight police officers,
accused of unauthorized online gambling and money
laundering related to a gambling network, allegedly
run by the daughter of a prominent individual in
Thailand's Loei province. These officers were recently
relocated to the police’s central office after purportedly
intimidating senior prosecutors involved in the case
[see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3]. [Bangkok Post 1]
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The secondary case, an offshoot of the primary
investigation, implicates Surachate and five
subordinates in breaching sections 157 and 149 of the
Penal Code, related to abuse of authority and bribery.
Jaroonkiat filed this complaint with the National Anti-
Corruption Commission. [Bangkok Post 2]

Crucially, Surachate insisted that the allegations and
actions being taken against officers linked with his
command must be traced back to the raid on his home
in September last year, which occurred just days
before the appointment by a new Royal Thai Police
Commander and Chief [see AiR No. 39,
September/2023, 4]. Surachate highlighted that to date
no charges had been filed against him, adding that the
police operation that day was neither transparent nor
straightforward. [Thai Examiner]

The situation took a legal turn when Surachate’s
subordinates filed a lawsuit against two police
generals. In short, they alleged misconduct in the
issuance of search and arrest warrants.

National Police Chief Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol has
intervened to quell public exchanges between
Jaroonkiat and Surachate, issuing a directive to police
officers to refrain from providing media interviews that
could harm the reputation of the Royal Thai Police or
serve personal interests. [The Nation 1] [The Nation 2]

Against this backdrop, it is noteworthy that Surachate's
career has faced uncertainty before. In 2019, he was
ousted from his position as Immigration Bureau Chief
and reassigned to the Prime Minister's Office. Although
the public was not provided with a comprehensive
explanation, he was eventually reinstated at the Royal
Thai Police headquarters in April 2021.

Thailand: Ex-police chief, others indicted
in Red Bull heir’s hit-and-run case

(Im) Thailand's attorney-general has formally charged
former police chief Somyot Poompunmuang and seven
others for their alleged involvement in aiding Red Bull
heir Vorayuth Yoovidhya in evading criminal
accountability following a fatal hit-and-run incident in
2012. [Bangkok Post]

Pol Gen Somyot has been indicted on counts of
wrongful exercise or neglect of duty and facilitating
officers in committing illegal acts aimed at aiding
Vorayuth's evasion of justice or mitigating his
punishment, among other allegations. Nate Naksuk, a
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former deputy attorney-general, along with two other
police officers, will also stand trial on similar charges.

This legal action follows a move by the National Anti-
Corruption Commission in September, which accused
them of complicity in a 2020 decision by prosecutors to
dismiss certain charges against Vorayuth, including
speeding and hit-and-run offenses. Vorayuth, who has
been on the run since fleeing Thailand in 2017, still
faces a single charge of reckless driving causing death,
which is set to expire in 2027.

Thailand: Police colonel faces extortion
inquiry; officer fatally stabs passer-by

(Im) In Thailand's Nakhon Nayok province, a police
colonel has been transferred to an inactive position
pending an investigation into allegations of ordering
subordinates to extort money from individuals. The
police official faces accusations of malfeasance,
acquiring ill-gotten gains, and causing harm to others,
in violation of Section 112 of the National Police Act.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In a separate incident in Nakhon Si Thammarat, a
police officer, described as mentally ill and intoxicated,
ran out of his residence, kicked over a passing
motorcycle, and stabbed two female drivers, resulting
in the death of one. Authorities stated that the
sergeant, recently transferred from Phuket, was
undergoing treatment for stress. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: National Parks Chief denies
malfeasance in 2013 project; Land dispute
at Khao Yai National Park resolved

(bk) Chaiwat Limlikit-aksorn, the Chief of the Office of
National Parks, has denied allegations of misconduct
from the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
related to a construction project at Kaeng Krachan
National Park. [Bangkok Post]

The project, which occurred a decade ago, involved
housing construction funded by the 2013 fiscal budget
to combat poaching activities when Chaiwat was
serving as the chief of Kaeng Krachan National Park.
The NACC had recently urged the Natural Resources
and Environment Ministry to take disciplinary action
against him within 30 days [see AIR No. 8,
February/2024, 3].
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In a separate development earlier this month, Chaiwat
announced that unauthorized placement of numerous
demarcation stones had been discovered in the Khao
Yai National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Allegedly, these stones were erected by the Nakhon
Ratchasima Agricultural Land Reform Office (ALRO)
without prior consultation with park officials and could
be deemed potential encroachment. The ALRO is in the
midst of issuing land certificates to landless farmers,
eventually converting them into title deeds as part of
the Agriculture Minister's plan to convert land
certificates into title deeds covering 3.52 million
hectares nationwide. Approximately 478.8 hectares of
park-adjacent land, divided into 65 plots, are targeted
for distribution to landless farmers. [Thai PBS World 1]
[AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3]

Later, the Ministry of Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives decided to revoke all land certificates for
land reform plots in the Khao Yai area to settle the
dispute between the Department of National Parks,
Wildlife, and Plant Conservation and the ALRO.
Agriculture Minister Thammanat Prompao instructed
the ALRO to cease allocating land near forests or
national parks to landless farmers under the land
reform scheme. Plans were made to sign a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between the
ALRO and the Department of National Parks, Wildlife
and Plant Conservation to establish a joint committee
for resolving future land disputes. [Thai PBS World 2]

Meanwhile, Chaiwat revealed that the problem
extended beyond the disputed forest area. Potential
encroachment of an additional 200,500 rai in different
forest regions had also been identified. He expected
Sor Por Kor land-holding documents pertaining to all
these areas to be revoked within one month, or else he
would lodge a complaint against the chiefs of pertinent
Land Reform Offices with the police. [The Nation]

Thailand: Opposition-sponsored gender
recognition bill rejected by Parliament'’s
lower House

(tt) On February 21, the lower house of the Thai
parliament voted against a draft bill for legal gender
recognition and protection of gender-diverse
individuals. The bill, proposed by a member of the
main opposition Move Forward Party, aimed to grant
non-binary and transgender individuals the right to
choose the titles they prefer on legal documents,
rather than those corresponding to their assigned
gender at birth. [The Nation]
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While supporters emphasized the current difficulties
faced by gender-diverse individuals, concerns were
raised regarding potential rises in crime, such as
scamming and sexual assault. Additionally, challenges
to the correctional system, which segregates male and
female prisoners based on birth gender, were
highlighted.

Thailand: Court denies bail for hunger-
striking monarchy reform activists
despite deteriorating health

(bk) A Thai court has upheld the denial of bail for two
monarchy reform activists, Tantawan Tuatulanon and
Natthanon Chaimahabutra, who are currently on
hunger strike and refuse medical treatment. The court
cited the activists' ongoing medical observation and
refused the necessity for a change in their detention
status. [Thai PBS World 1] [Thai PBS World 2]

Tantawan and Natthanon were arrested earlier this
month after they allegedly honked and tried to
overtake a royal motorcade carrying Princess
Sirindhorn, the sister of King Maha Vajiralongkorn, on
a Bangkok expressway on February 4 [see AiR No. 7,
February/2024, 2]. The two activists were arrested on
February 12 and charged with sedition and computer
crime for allegedly harassing the royal motorcade,
which can lead to seven years in prison [see AR No. 8,
February/2024, 3].

Since entering detention, the two activists had been on
hunger strike, prompting Tantawan's father to implore
the court to release them temporarily for medical
treatment. [The Nation]

Thailand: Prime Minister seeks to propel
eight key sectors towards regional hub
status

(bk) Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has unveiled
his "Thailand Vision", outlining plans to position the
country as a prominent player in various sectors on the
global stage. Across eight pivotal domains—tourism,
medical treatment, food, aviation, logistics, electric
vehicles, digital economy, and finance—the
government seeks to catalyze growth and establish
Thailand as a hub of excellence. [The Nation]

In the tourism sector, Srettha envisions Thailand as a
premier destination, leveraging its geographical
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advantage and rich cultural heritage. Plans include
removing barriers to travel, enhancing visa policies,
and fostering international events to bolster tourism.
Emphasis will be placed on promoting Thai soft power
globally, with initiatives such as showcasing traditional
martial arts like Muay Thai and seeking UNESCO
recognition for cultural sites.

Moreover, the government aims to support the
development of the medical industry, improve
accessibility to healthcare services, and enhance
Thailand's reputation as a destination for medical
treatment and wellness experiences.

In the agriculture and food sector, Thailand endeavors
to solidify its status as the "kitchen of the world." Plans
entail boosting agricultural productivity, promoting
Thai cuisine globally, and ensuring food security.
Efforts will be made to modernize farming practices,
expand irrigation systems, and develop value-added
food products for export markets.

Furthermore, Thailand aims to emerge as a pivotal
player in aviation and logistics, capitalizing on its
strategic location and robust infrastructure. The
government plans to enhance airport facilities, expand
transportation networks, and streamline logistics
processes to facilitate trade and connectivity within the
region.

In the realm of electric vehicles (EVs), Thailand seeks to
transition into a future mobility hub. With a focus on
sustainability and innovation, the government aims to
attract investments in EV manufacturing, develop
supportive ecosystems, and position Thailand as a
leading exporter of EVs and related technologies.

The digital economy is another focal point, with plans
to foster technological innovation, support high-tech
industries, and promote digitalization across sectors.
Initiatives include incentivizing investment in high-tech
firms, facilitating Al research and adoption, and
creating a conducive environment for digital startups
to thrive.

Moreover, Thailand aspires to become a financial
powerhouse in Southeast Asia, with ambitions to
establish an Asean Wall Street. Efforts will be made to
develop a robust financial system, attract global
financial firms, and leverage blockchain technology to
enhance financial infrastructure. Additionally, plans
include promoting sustainability through initiatives
such as carbon credit trading.



Thailand: Air Force partially rejects
opposition MFP's golf course conversion
proposal

(bk) Thailand's Air Force has responded to a proposal
put forward by the main opposition Move Forward
Party (MFP) regarding the conversion of one of its golf
courses, the Dhupatemiya Golf Course, into a sports
complex. The Air Force stated that the conversion
cannot be entertained due to the military security
significance of the site. However, in a move towards
addressing the proposal, the Air Force has decided to
hand over another golf course, Kantarat, to the
government for development. [Bangkok Post]

This decision comes amidst recent efforts by the army
to enhance transparency and regulatory compliance in
managing its commercial welfare projects and utilizing
state land for commercial purposes. In this context, an
MFP lawmaker suggested surrendering both Kantarat
and Dhupatemiya golf courses to the government for
conversion into public parks.

The MFP has been leading a campaign to identify
military-held properties and businesses, ranging from
golf courses to broadcasting, that are deemed
unrelated to the core functions of the military.
Additionally, the party has raised concerns about the
lack of transparency in accounting for the revenue
generated by these businesses for the military.

Earlier this month, Patitan Wattayanagorn, a Thai
academic and security analyst who previously chaired
the Prime Minister's Security Advisory Committee
during the Prayuth administration, has recommended
conducting a thorough review of the army's asset
management practices, focusing on assessing assets,
revenue, and expenses. Such a review would help
clarify the separation between business ventures, like
golf courses, and security and border-related activities.
[AIR No. 8, February/2024, 3]

Vietnam: Former police chief indicted for
alleged bribery

(wn) Vietnam has formally charged Do Huu Ca, a
retired police chief in the northeastern city of Hai
Phong, with five distinct offenses. These charges
include allegations of bribery, tax evasion, fraudulent
acquisition of assets, and involvement in illicit financial
activities. His arrest approximately a year ago initially
stemmed from accusations of fraud, marking just one
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instance in a broader crackdown on corruption within
Vietnam's government. [REA]

Notably, Ca gained prominence for his leadership
during a controversial forced eviction incident in Hai
Phong's Tien Lang district in 2012. This event
culminated in a violent confrontation, leaving multiple
individuals injured, including both law enforcement
officers and civilians. The government later declared
the eviction illegal, and several local officials were
prosecuted.

Vietnam: Former prisoner says police took
his money

(Im) In Vietnam, a former prisoner from Ninh Binh
province accuses police of seizing VND 400 million
(USD 16,260) from his motorbike's trunk before his
February 2019 arrest. He claims the money was for
repaying a bank loan. Despite raising the issue during
detention and trial, he received no response from
authorities. This allegation joins others where
Vietnamese prisoners claim police confiscated cash
during arrests. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Offline cyber threats
significantly reduced between 2020 and
2023

(wn)Global cybersecurity company Kaspersky has
reported a significant decline in local threats targeting
Vietnamese users from 2020 to 2023. Last year, over
114.8 million malware-related dangers were blocked
via offline methods, marking a 6 percent decrease
from 2022 and a 57 percent reduction over four years.
The company credits government efforts and proactive
steps by users. [The Star]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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European Union agrees first sanctions on
Chinese, Indian companies for Russia war
links

(ff) The European Union has approved new sanctions
against Russia, marking the 13th package in response
to Moscow's invasion of Ukraine. The sanctions target
nearly 200 entities and individuals accused of aiding
Moscow in acquiring weapons or being involved in the
abduction of Ukrainian children. Of note, these
sanctions, for the first time, target Chinese and Indian
companies accused of supporting Russia's war effort, a
move that reflects efforts to combat Russia's evasion
of existing sanctions through third-party countries.
[European Commission] [Financial Times] [Reuters]

Japan, US, and South Korea discuss
denuclearization of North Korea

(sh) On February 23, the foreign ministers of Japan, the
United States, and South Korea met to discuss the
denuclearization of North Korea.

During the meeting held on the sidelines of the G20
foreign ministers’ meeting in Rio de Janeiro, they
reiterated their commitment to closely collaborating
towards this goal.

Japanese Foreign Minister Kamikawa Yoko emphasized
the importance of trilateral strategic cooperation,
particularly in the face of challenges to a free and open
international order. The ministers addressed North
Korea's nuclear and missile programs and pledged to
enhance regional deterrence and response capabilities
through security cooperation.

Kamikawa also expressed concern over North Korea's
military cooperation with Russia and stressed the need
for dialogue to ease tensions.
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Additionally, the ministers emphasized the significance
of maintaining peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait
amid increased maritime activities by China. [NHK]
[Kyodo News]

Supply chain agreement between Japan,
US, Fiji, India, and Singapore

(sh) On February 24, a supply chain resilience
agreement, which involves Fiji, India, Japan, Singapore
and the US, took effect.

Negotiated under the U.S.-led Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework (IPEF) initiated in 2022, the deal aims to
enhance collaboration during significant disruptions in
the region. It allows member countries to assist each
other in securing critical items during supply chain
disruptions, like pandemics.

Notably, since China does not participate in the IPEF,
some view the agreement as a strategy to reduce
dependence on China for key goods such as
semiconductors.

The IPEF emphasizes establishing "high-standard
commitments" across four pillars: trade, supply chain
resilience, clean energy, and effective taxation coupled
with anti-corruption measures. [Kyodo News]

Fresh claims of North Korean weapons
used by Russian in attacks on Ukraine

(dqgl) The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) has made
fresh claims over North Korea's provision of weapons
to Russia.

Presented debris of what looked like a KN-23 ballistic
missile, the SBU stated on February 22 that since late
December at least 20 North Korean ballistic missiles
have been used by Moscow in attacks on Ukraine.

Investigators at the SBU added that the Russia-fired
Hwasong-11 missiles — also known as KN-23 and KN-
24 — have killed at least 24 civilians and injured at
least 100 in Ukraine. [Politico]

Meanwhile, Conflict Armament Research (CAR) - a UK-
based investigative organization specializing in tracking
the supply of conventional weapons, ammunition, and
related military materiel into conflict-affected areas -
has reported that in January the Russian military fired
a North Korean ballistic missile in Ukraine contained
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components that originated from to companies in the
US, Europe and Asia.

Primarily comprising the missile’s navigation system,
the components could be traced to more than two
dozen companies with headquarters in the US, China,
Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, Singapore,
Switzerland and Taiwan.

Indicating the problem of the robustness and
effectiveness of sanctions systems, CAR underscores
Pyongyang's “ability to produce and transfer advanced
weapons, while acquiring material internationally to
fuel its missile programme in spite of long-standing
United Nations sanctions.” [CAR] [CNN]

In a separate development, North Korea’s Defense
Minister Kang Sun-nam - and ten Russian companies
and individuals involved in the shipment of armaments
from the North Korea to Russia - have been
sanctioned by the European Union as part of the bloc's
13th package of sanctions against Russia since the
beginning of its invasion of Ukraine that was adopted
on February 23 and targets nearly 200 individuals and
entities.

Brussels holds them responsible for “actions
undermining or threatening the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence of Ukraine,” and bans
them from entering EU territory, while their held in
member states are frozen.

The designations mainly concern the military and
defense sectors: of the companies and individuals
affected, more than 140 are involved in the Russian
military-industrial complex, which produces missiles,
drones, anti-aircraft missile systems, military vehicles,
high-tech components for weapons, and other military
equipment. [EU News]

International humanitarian aid
organizations criticize North Korea for
withholding entry permit into country

(dgl) Leading international humanitarian aid
organizations UNICEF and Red Cross have reiterated
criticism of North Korea continuing to hinder their
work by keeping its doors shut to foreign aid workers
despite their efforts to return to deliver much-needed
humanitarian assistance.

While Pyongyang has eased pandemic border controls
to allow Russian tourists and Chinese trade
delegations to enter the country in the recent past,
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both UNICEF and Red Cross - as of late February - has
yet to receive confirmation on when they can enter the
country. [NK News]

South Korean foreign minister attends
G20 meeting

(oy) From February 21 to 22, South Korea Minister of
Foreign Affairs Cho Tae-yul attended the Group of 20
(G20) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, held in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

At the meeting, Cho called for an end to the war in
Ukraine, adherence to international law in the Gaza
Strip, and cessation of provocations in the Red Sea.

He emphasized the need for a united response to
North Korea's actions that threaten global peace,
including its nuclear and missile development, military
cooperation with Russia, and violations of UN Security
Council resolutions.

Cho highlighted the interconnectedness of security
issues and human rights in the context of North Korea
and called for intensified efforts to improve the human
rights situation in North Korea.

Addressing global issues, Cho stressed the need for
G20 cooperation on climate change, digital
transformation, and sustainable development,
pointing to South Korea's efforts in global
decarbonization through the Carbon-Free Energy
Initiative, facilitation of international Artificial
Intelligence governance discussions, and increased
support for the Global South.

In addition, Cho emphasized the need for reforms in
key organizations like the Multilateral Development
Banks (MDBs), the World Trade Organization (WTO),
and UN to preserve their relevance and effectively
respond to global issues like climate change,
pandemics, inequality, and conflicts. [South Korea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1] [South Korea Ministry of
Foreign Affairs 2]

On the sidelines of the G20 meeting, Cho held bilateral
meetings with the foreign ministers of Canada,
Indonesia, Japan, Portugal, France, Germany, and
Argentina, deputy foreign minister of Italy, and
Director-General of UNESCO. Cho also attended the
Republic of Korea (ROK)-US-Japan Foreign Ministers'
Meeting and the Mexico, Indonesia, Turkey, South
Korea and Australia (MIKTA) Foreign Ministers'
Meeting.
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At the ROK-US-Japan Foreign Ministers' Meeting, Cho
met US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Japanese
Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa. The ministers
discussed various issues, including North Korea’s
nuclear threats, economic security, and export controls
on technologies with security risks. They emphasized
the importance of trilateral coordination in response to
North Korea's provocations and military support for
Russia’s war against Ukraine. The three ministers
agreed to strengthen their security cooperation to
respond to North Korea's nuclear threats and illicit
activities. They urged North Korea to cease its
provocations and return to the path of
denuclearization.

The three ministers also discussed the preserving
stability in the Taiwan Straits, the Israel-Hamas conflict
and wider instability in the Middle East, the Ukraine
War, and agreed to work more closely to address these
challenges. They plan to continue close consultations
and strengthen cooperation through frequent
communication between the three countries.

[Yonhap 1] [South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3]

Cho held a one-to-one meeting with Kamikawa, where
they both agreed on the importance of elevating South
Korea-Japan relations and maintaining close
communication at all levels. They condemned North
Korea's recent provocations and agreed to work with
the international community to bring North Korea back
to the path of denuclearization. Cho and Kamikawa
also agreed to cooperate on various North Korean
human rights issues. Cho also outlined South Korea's
protest over a territorial dispute regarding Dokdo islets
to the Kamikawa, reiterating that the islets are a part of
South Korea's territory. [Yonhap 2] [South Korea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 4]

At Cho's meeting with Argentina’s Foreign Minister
Diana Mondino, he sought cooperation for a USD 4
billion lithium project by a Korean company in
Argentina. Mondino confirmed smooth progress and
potential for further cooperation in critical minerals.
Both ministers discussed the potential for cooperation
in nuclear energy and space and agreed to explore
ways to strengthen cooperation in these areas. They
agreed to work towards concluding the Trade and
Investment Framework (TIPF), resuming negotiations
on the ROK-MERCOSUR trade agreement, and
cooperating with the Third Summit for Democracy and
the UN Human Rights Council. [South Korea Ministry of
Foreign Affaris 5]

At Cho's meeting with Italian Deputy Foreign Minister
Edmondo Cirielli, the two diplomats discussed bilateral
relations and international cooperation. Cho
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highlighted President Mattarella’s state visit to Korea
as a starting point for strengthening relations, and
proposed joint efforts in various fields, including the
high-tech industry. [South Korea Ministry of Foreign
Affairs 6]

In his talks with French Foreign Minister Stéphane
Séjourné, Cho agreed to enhance cooperation in high-
level interactions and advanced technology sectors.
Cho also urged for close coordination on the reform of
France's electric vehicle incentive scheme.

Speaking with German Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock, Cho discussed strengthening future-
oriented cooperation in the high-tech sector, given that
both countries are manufacturing powerhouses. Both
ministers agreed to continue high-level professional
exchanges.

Cho held talks with Portuguese Foreign Minister Jodo
Cravinho. Both ministers acknowledged the active
high-level exchanges between the two countries,
including the Prime Minister of Portugal's visit to South
Korea IN 2023. They agreed to enhance cooperation in
areas like semiconductors and electric vehicle
batteries.

Cho also had a dinner with British Foreign Minister
David Cameron, where they exchanged perspectives
on major international and regional issues, including
North Korea’s actions, human rights in North Korea,
Ukraine, and the Middle East. They agreed to
collaborate closely on implementing the measures
following President Yoon Suk-yeol's successful state
visit to the UK in 2023. [South Korea Ministry of Foreign
Affairs 7]

In talks between Cho and Indonesian Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi, the two sides agreed continue to
cooperate on the joint development of a fighter jet.

Launched in 2015, the project has been delayed due to
Jakarta's suspended payment for its share. [Yonhap 3]

South Korean foreign minister attends UN
meeting

(oy) On February 23, South Korea's Foreign m=Minister
Cho Tae-yul of Korea attended a UN Security Council
briefing on the second anniversary of the Ukraine war.
He reaffirmed South Korea’s stance on respecting
Ukraine's sovereignty and criticized Russia’s invasion as
a violation of the UN Charter and international law.
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Cho outlined South Korea's efforts to restore peace in
Ukraine, including a USD 2.3 billion contribution under
the “Ukraine Peace and Solidarity Initiative”. He also
criticized the military cooperation between Russia and
North Korea as a violation of UN resolutions. This
meeting marked Cho's first Security Council meeting
since Korea's membership began for the 2024-25 term.
[South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1]

Separately, Cho met with UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres to discuss South Korea-UN
cooperation, South Korea's role in the Security Council,
North Korea issues, and global issues. Cho praised
Guterres' leadership in resolving global crises and
expressed Korea's commitment to support sustainable
development. He also outlined South Korea's priorities
during its term in the Security Council, including
peacekeeping, cybersecurity, and climate.

Guterres welcomed Cho's first visit as foreign minister
and acknowledged South Korea’s contributions to the
UN. They also discussed global issues such as the
situations in Myanmar, Afghanistan, and the Israel-
Hamas conflict. Cho commended Guterres' efforts to
curb North Korea's nuclear provocations and promote
human rights, and Guterres reaffirmed his
commitment to cooperate on these issues. [South
Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2]

South Korea strengthens export controls
on Russia and Belarus

(oy) South Korea's Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Energy announced that it is tightening export controls
on Russia and Belarus for items that could potentially
be used for military purposes, adding 682 such items
to the export ban list.

This comes after a South Korean company, Daesung
International Trading, is under investigation by
government authorities for alleged ties to Russia. The
company was included in a list of 93 entities facing
export restrictions announced by the US Bureau of
Industry and Security.

The South Korean Trade Ministry stated that the
country’'s customs agency is investigating Daesung
International Trade's alleged violations of the Foreign
Trade Act.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken reiterated the
US's commitment to use all available tools to disrupt
Russia’s war efforts. Concerns have also been raised
over growing military cooperation between North


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-jlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-jlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-jlt/

Korea and Russia. [Korea Joongang Daily] [Yonhap]
[Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy]

South Korean President Yoon explains to
Germany and Denmark visit's
postponement

(oy) On February 20, South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol held a phone call with German President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier and Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen to explain the recent postponement of his
visit to Germany and Denmark (see AiR No. 8,
February/2024, 3).

Yoon stated that he postponed the visits due to
multiple reasons, such as a need to focus on issues
pertaining to South Korean'’s livelihood.

In Yoon's call with Steinmeier, they discussed the "Joint
Advisory on Cybersecurity on North Korea" and agreed
to continue fostering bilateral cooperation in security,
advanced technology, and cyber fields [South Korea
Presidential Office 1].

In Yoon's call with Frederiksen, they reaffirmed both
countries’ commitment to a “comprehensive green
strategic partnership” and agreed to advance
cooperative projects in green growth and cutting-edge
technologies. [South Korea Presidential Office 2]

Japan to provide IOM with USD 2.7 million
in assistance for Rohingyas, host
communities in Bangladesh

(Im) The Japanese government has pledged USD 2.7
million in assistance to the International Organization
for Migration (IOM) for Rohingyas and host
communities in Cox’'s Bazar, Bangladesh. The aid will
support initiatives in WASH (Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene), disaster risk reduction, shelter upgrades, site
management, and protection for displaced Rohingyas
and their hosts. [Dhaka Tribune]

India concerned over Chinese survey ship
docking near Maldivian capital

(aa) Chinese ship Xiang Yang Hong 03’ made a port call
in Male on February 22 after approximately one month
of surveying waters near the exclusive economic zones
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of India, the Maldives, and Sri Lanka. Indian security
officials doubt Chinese claims of the vessels’ purely
scientific purposes and voice concerns regarding the
possible military use of the data gathered. The
Maldives assert that the stop is dedicated to personnel
rotation and replenishment of supplies only.

The regular presence of Chinese vessels in the Indian
Ocean put India on stand-by. ‘Xiang Yang Hong 03’
visited the region already several times. In October
2023 another vessel docked in Sri Lanka one year after
the visit of a Chinese military vessel capable of tracking
rockets and missiles in Colombo. [Reuters] [Times of
India]

Nepal, United States launch multinational
peacekeeping exercise

(Im) Shanti Prayas IV, a major multinational
peacekeeping exercise, began in Nepal's capital,
Kathmandu, on February 20. Co-hosted by Nepal and
the United States, the drills aim to enhance
peacekeeping capabilities and strengthen military
cooperation. Over 1,100 military personnel from a total
of 19 countries are participating in the exercise, which
will conclude on March 4. [The Kathmandu Post] [U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command]

Nepal delays reply to United Nation
concerns over transitional justice
progress

(Im) The Nepal government has delayed its response to
concerns raised by four United Nations special
rapporteurs regarding gender-sensitive policies in the
transitional justice process. Despite a 60-day deadline
ending on February 15, the government has yet to
respond. [The Kathmandu Post]

On December 15 last year, the special rapporteurs had
written to the Nepali government seeking clarification
on its efforts to prevent gender discrimination in the
transitional justice process and ensure accountability
for enforced disappearances. The rapporteurs
highlighted issues such as the need for a gender
perspective in investigations, recognition of relatives as
victims, and challenges faced by women, including
access to property and education.

Of note, in related developments a group of victims
submitted a memorandum to Prime Minister to
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demand immediate endorsement of a bill that seeks to
amend the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth
and Reconciliation Commission Act - the key legislation
aimed at addressing the legacy of human rights
violations, including disappearances, that occurred
during the country's decade-long civil conflict.

Afghan Taliban rulers reject Durand Line’s
legitimacy

(tj) In a sharp rebuttal that reignites a longstanding
debate between two neighboring countries,
Afghanistan's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs has
vehemently rejected Pakistani claims to the Durand
Line, dismissing it as an "imaginary line" with no
legitimacy. [The Khaama Press]

The Durand Line is the 2,400-kilometer-long border
between Afghanistan and Pakistan, established in 1893
by Sir Mortimer Durand, a British diplomat, during
British colonial rule. It divides ethnic Pashtun
territories and has been a source of dispute between
the two countries since its inception.

Pakistan's official stance is that the Durand Line is an
internationally recognized border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan. They assert the legitimacy of the line and
consider it a settled matter, despite ongoing tensions
and disagreements from the Afghan side.

On the other hand, the Afghan Taliban rulers, who
control significant portions of Afghanistan, reject the
Durand Line as a legitimate border. They view it as an
arbitrary colonial imposition that does not reflect the
historical or ethnic realities of the region. The Taliban's
position aligns with many Afghans who consider the
Durand Line invalid and seek its renegotiation or
abolition in favor of a border that better reflects the
interests and aspirations of the Afghan people.

Against this backdrop, the United States has stated
that it supports the territorial integrity of both
Afghanistan and Pakistan within internationally
recognized borders. [Dawn]

Pakistan hosts joint military exercise with
20 participating countries

(tj) Pakistan on February 25 launched a 60-hour joint
military exercise involving 20 countries, including
Maldives, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and the United States.
Military observers from several countries, including
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China, Myanmar, Germany, Indonesia, and Japan are
present to witness the exercise, which focuses on
interoperability and sharing best practices. [Arab
News] [The Express Tribune]

EU empowers flood-affected communities
with cash intervention in Pakistan

(nw) The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
provided essential support to over 180,000 flood-
affected people in seven districts of Pakistan’s Sindh
province in 2023, thanks to a EUR 3 million
contribution from the European Union’s Humanitarian
Aid Operations department. This assistance helped
families secure food, healthcare, education, and
shelter, while also aiding in the rebuilding of
businesses and livelihoods disrupted by the 2022
floods. [WEP]

Sri Lanka scraps long-term visa for
Russians, Ukrainians

(Im) On February 25, Sri Lanka announced the
termination of long-term tourist visa extensions for
Russians and Ukrainians who had been residing on the
island since Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in February
2022. Commissioner-General of Immigration Harsha
llukpitiya stated that no further visa extensions would
be granted, setting a departure deadline of March 7.
[The Straits Times]

Despite over 288,000 Russians and nearly 20,000
Ukrainians visiting Sri Lanka in the past two years, it
remains unclear how many exceeded the usual 30-day
tourist visa duration. However, it is believed that
thousands of Russians, along with smaller numbers of
Ukrainians, have settled in Sri Lanka, some to avoid
potential military conscription.

Notaly, the government's decision coincided with a
social media backlash against a Russian-run nightclub
that organized a "whites-only" party.

New replacement of Cambodian blue
helmets in Central African Republic

(pm) Cambodian troops of 98 Blue Helmets, including
15 women, have been dispatched as a replacement
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group to the Central African Republic (CAR) to join the
United Nations peacekeeping operation there.

The peacekeepers will reside in CAR for a year to
conduct the missions.

Cambodia is ranked 28t out of 122 nations and third
in ASEAN region for its involvement in UN
peacekeeping missions. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia supports Palestine at
International Court of Justice

(jb) Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi advocated for
Palestine's independence at the International Court of
Justice, stressing the court's authority to issue legal
opinions on Israel's illegal occupation.

Highlighting Israeli violations of international law,
Marsudi presented compelling arguments for the
court's intervention. Stressing the need for justice and
adherence to international law, Marsudi emphasized
that no country should act above the law.

With overwhelming support from 51 countries and
three international organizations, Indonesia's oral
statement underscores solidarity for Palestine.
[Tempo.co]

Indonesia begins talks on OECD
membership

(jb) On 20 February 2024, the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
decided to open accession discussions with Indonesia.
Commenting on the decision, OECD Secretary-General
Mathias Cormann emphasized Indonesia's pivotal role
in Southeast Asia's growth. Indonesia’s membership
marks a significant step towards its goal of becoming
an advanced economy by 2045.

The process entails a thorough review of Indonesia's
alignment with OECD standards across various sectors,
including trade, governance, and environmental
protection. While there's no set timeline, typically,
accession takes five to eight years. Unanimous
approval from all OECD members is required.

Indonesia's bid enjoys global support, including from
the UK. States expect Indonesia’s inclusion would lead
to substantial economic reforms. It would be the third
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Asian economy to join, following Japan and South
Korea. [OECD] [Nikkei Asia] [Vietnam Plus]

Indonesian nickel dominance spells
trouble for global competitors

(jb) French mining company Eramet's CEO, Christel
Bories, has warned that Indonesia's low-cost nickel
production will soon render competitors obsolete.

With projections suggesting Indonesia could control
over three-quarters of the world's top-grade nickel
output within five years, traditional players face a bleak
future.

Bories predicts closures or government subsidies for
uncompetitive mines elsewhere. The impact is already
evident, with companies like BHP and First Quantum
scaling back operations. Eramet itself is grappling with
restructuring its lossmaking subsidiaries. Nickel prices
have plummeted, exacerbating the crisis. [Financial
Times]

WHO and EU collaborate to bolster
Indonesia's pandemic resilience

(jb) In a united effort, the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the European Union (EU) have pledged
support to fortify Indonesia's healthcare system
against future COVID-19 waves.

In a press release on February 20, N. Paranietharan,
WHO's representative for Indonesia, highlighted the
partnership's focus on enhancing health system
resilience. The initiative seeks to empower over 900
health workers across the country to maintain access
to quality essential health services at hospitals and
community health centers. This encompasses the
management of Covid-19 cases, maternal and child
health, immunization, telemedicine, environmental
health surveillance, and emergency health services.

With EU funding, the Southeast Asia Health Pandemic
Response and Preparedness program has aided
Indonesia, among eight ASEAN nations, over the past
three years. The initiative prioritizes vulnerable groups
and fosters inter-ministerial cooperation to enhance
pandemic readiness. [Antara News]
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Malaysia insists Israel must cease
violating international laws and
Palestinian rights

(ba) Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad Hasan
emphasized that Israel must immediately halt its
continuous violations of international laws and the
basic rights of the Palestinian people to self-
determination.

Speaking during public hearings at the International
Court of Justice (IC]) in the Netherlands on February 22,
Mohamad outlined three key demands.

Firstly, Israel must cease all relevant policies and
practices in Palestine and withdraw promptly from the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT). Secondly, Israel
should provide assurances and guarantees to prevent
the repetition of violations and actions. Thirdly, Israel is
obligated to offer full reparation, including both actual
and juridical restitution, such as the annulment of
legislative measures in the OPT.

Furthermore, he urged states not to provide assistance
to Israel in maintaining the unlawful denial of
Palestinian self-determination. Malaysia stressed the
obligation of all states to support the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) and to cease any financial or
military aid to Israel contributing to the denial of self-
determination and unlawful occupation.

Mohamad underscored the importance of the United
Nations continuing to function as a forum for states to
cooperate in fulfilling their obligations to end the
violation of Palestinian self-determination and the
unlawful occupation.

He is leading the Malaysian delegation seeking an
Advisory Opinion on the legal consequences of Israel's
policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian
territory, including East Jerusalem, at the ICJ. The
Advisory Opinion is sought under Article 96 of the UN
Charter and Article 65 of the ICJ Statute. [The Malay
Mail] [The Star]

Malaysia ratifies World Trade
Organization's agreement on fisheries
subsidies

(ba) Malaysia has officially ratified the Fisheries
Subsidies Agreement (FSA) of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), aligning itself with a global
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initiative aimed at curbing detrimental fishing
subsidies and safeguarding fish populations.

Tengku Zafrul Aziz, the Minister of Investment, Trade,
and Industry, announced Malaysia's ratification at the
13th WTO ministerial conference in Abu Dhabi, UAE,
making Malaysia the 69th member to ratify the FSA.
[Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar authorities raid three
suspected illegal call centers, detain Thai,
Chinese, Burmese nationals

(Im/jb/mg) In Myanmar, a raid of three suspected
illegal call centers in in Tachileik, a border town across
from Thailand’s northern Mae Sai district, has resulted
in the arrest and detention of 540 Burmese, 148 Thai,
and one Chinese national. Authorities also seized a
handful of computers, eight automobiles and 120
motorcycles. [Tachileik, in Burmese]

Some of the detained Thais reportedly worked as
administrators of the centers and travelled back and
forth between Thailand and Myanmar using temporary
passes. In light of this, Myanmar authorities have said
that all individuals detained will face prosecution
before any consideration of extradition.

Under pressure from China to tackle Myanmar-based
criminal activities, particularly those targeting Chinese
nationals, Burmese authorities have intensified arrests
and deportations in recent months. Last year,
approximately 41,000 suspects were extradited to
China.

Additionally, over 500 Thais employed at scam centers
in Laukkaing, Shan State, were repatriated toward the

end of last year. Thai authorities identified 174 of them
as victims of human trafficking. [The Nation]

Myanmar: ESG investment giants under
fire for alleged support of Myanmar's
junta

(jb) Leading global environmental, social, governance
(ESG) investment advisory firms, including MSCI, FTSE
Russell, and S&P Dow Jones Indices, face accusations
of complicity in financing Myanmar's military junta.

Three prominent NGOs, Blood Money Campaign of
Myanmar, Alternative ASEAN Network on Burma, and
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Inclusive Development International, have lodged
complaints, alleging that these firms, despite
advocating for ethical investments, have directed
funds toward companies linked to the junta,
contravening OECD guidelines for responsible business
conduct. These companies reportedly include arms
dealers and technology firms serving the military. [The
[rrawady] [Pensions and Investments]

Thailand urges ASEAN-India collaboration
on Myanmar crisis resolution

(jb) On February 26, Thai Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Sihasak Phuangketkeow, stressed the
importance of ASEAN and India's cooperation in
addressing Myanmar's ongoing crisis.

Speaking at the Indian Council of World Affairs,
Phuangketkeow emphasized partnership with India.
He criticized ASEAN's longstanding policy of non-
interference, urging flexibility to tackle critical issues.

With the crisis ongoing, Phuangketkeow urged action
on the consensus for violence reduction and
humanitarian aid. He also called for expediting a
strategic partnership between Thailand and India,
aligning with their evolving relations. [Hindustan
Times]

US to charge leader of Japanese crime
syndicate with trafficking nuclear
materials from Myanmar

(jw) On February 21, US authorities charged Takeshi
Ebisawa, leader of a Japanese crime syndicate, with
conspiring to sell weapons-grade nuclear materials
and deadly narcotics from Myanmar and buy weapons
on behalf of an insurgent group.

The Justice Department believed that these materials
would have been used by Iran for nuclear weapons.

Ebisawa and co-defendant Somphop Singhasiri are
currently detained by the Drug Enforcement
Administration. [Reuters]

Singapore Airshow: Japan debuts, Russian
firms absent, China showcases upgraded
attack helicopter
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(Im) The Singapore Airshow commenced on February
20, marking the first time in six years that the event
was unaffected by pandemic restrictions. Over 1,000
companies from more than 50 countries participated,
with notable absence of Russian firms due to the
ongoing war in Ukraine. However, Israeli companies,
Israel Aerospace Industries and Rafael Advanced
Defense Systems, returned after withdrawing from the
Dubai Airshow amid the Israel-Gaza conflict. [South
China Morning Post]

Beijing's Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC)
displayed its Z-10 attack helicopter for the first time
outside its home country - the only non-Western
design on display. The model has only one known
export customer, Pakistan, and no sales have been
announced so far at the air show.

Japan's Ministry of Defense was participating in the
Singapore Airshow for the first time, showcasing 13
Japanese companies to bolster defense sales abroad
and fortify the nation's defense industry. Japanese
defense equipment, such as patrol aircraft and radars,
has garnered interest from Southeast Asian countries
concerned about China's activities. [Nikkei Asia]

Celebration of 20 years of Shanghai
Cooperation Organization

(ms) The Chinese government hosted, on February 22,
a gala to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), attended by
over 200 diplomats and representatives.

Among attendees were SCO Secretary General Zhang
Ming and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, who
delivered keynote speeches reaffirming their
commitment to the organization's principles of mutual
trust, mutual benefit, and cooperation.

In his address, Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized
the importance of the SCO as a “stabilizing anchor”
amid global turbulence and transformation. He called
upon all member states to work together to ensure the
organization's continued growth and relevance in the
face of evolving geopolitical dynamics.

Secretary General Zhang Ming echoed Wang's
sentiments, highlighting the SCO's evolution from a
regional cooperation platform to a global force for
solidarity and coordination. He reaffirmed the
Secretariat's commitment to supporting the SCO's
development and fostering greater cooperation among
member states. [BNN] [EMPRC] [Xinhua]
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Bangladesh bargains for cheaper power in
negotiations with Nepal

(Im) Bangladesh has sought negotiations to reduce the
power prices quoted by Nepal's state-run electricity
authority (NEA), delaying hopes by Kathmandu of
promptly signing a power sale deal between the two
countries. [The Kathmandu Post]

While Nepal stood firm on its quoted price, around 7
cents per unit, Bangladesh sought a lower rate of 5
cents per unit. Despite disagreement, NEA officials
remain optimistic about reaching an agreement in the
next meeting. The proposed power sale agreement
aims to export 40MW of electricity from Nepal to
Bangladesh, facilitated through India's existing
transmission infrastructure. Once a tariff agreement is
reached, Nepal, Bangladesh, and India are expected to
sign a tripartite deal for power exportation, following
discussions initiated since May last year.

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Hasina
writes back to United States President
Biden

(Im) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
replied to a letter from United States President Joe
Biden, which was sent nearly a month after Hasina
began her fourth consecutive term following a general
election marred by opposition boycotts. President
Biden's letter expressed Washington's readiness to
collaborate with Bangladesh in achieving its economic
objectives [see AIR No. 6, February/2024, 1].

Hasina's response was delivered to Rear Admiral Eileen
Laubacher, the senior director for South Asia at the
United States National Security Council. Laubacher met
with Bangladesh's Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud on
February 25 in Dhaka, accompanied by visiting USAID
Asia Bureau Assistant Administrator Michael Schiffer
and State Department Deputy Assistant Secretary for
South and Central Asia Afreen Akhter. [Dhaka Tribune]

US State Department Assistant Secretary
Daniel Kritenbrink visits Cambodia

(pm) US Department of State Assistant Secretary for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink paid a
visit to Cambodia from February 26 to 27 to discuss the
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enhancement of regional relationships and bonds
between the two countries.

In his meeting with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet, Kritenbrink discussed ways to deepen the US-
Cambodia bilateral relationship and address a range of
issues.

Among those were cooperation in the enforcement of
UN sanctions against North Korea, the condemnation
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, foreign assistance
programs, and law enforcement.

Kritenbrink also addressed areas for progress in
Cambodia, including democracy and human rights,
trafficking in persons, building up space for a free and
independent media, and regional security. [U.S.
Embassy in Cambodia] [Phnom Penh Post] [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia, US discuss nuclear security
cooperation

(pm) Frank Rose, the United States National Nuclear
Security Administration (NNSA) visited Cambodia, and
met with Ung Eang, Secretary of State for the Ministry
of Mines and Energy and Vice-President of the
Secretariat of the National Counterterrorism
Committee, on February 21.

During the meeting, Rose expressed the NNSA's desire
to ally with Cambodia in enhancing nuclear and
radiological emergency preparedness and partnership
on nuclear smuggling detection.

In addition, Rose had a separate meeting with the
officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation to discuss cooperation in
nuclear security and non-proliferation efforts. The
Ministry stated that both sides discussed and
exchanged views on further cooperation on
Cambodia's capacity building priorities in the areas of
nuclear security and non-proliferation efforts.

The NNSA's Office of Counterterrorism and Counter
proliferation (CTCP) and Cambodia’s Secretariat of
National Counterterrorism Committee (SNCTC)
provided radiological emergency preparedness and
response training to Cambodian emergency
responders in Phnom Penh in November 2023.

The training started in 2012 and supported Spectral
Advanced Radiation Computing Systems or Spectral
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Advanced Radiological Computer System (SPARCS) to
the SNCTC in 2013.

The NNSA is aiming to endow Cambodia with national-
level efforts, trainings, and facilities. [Khmer Times]
[Phnom Penh Post] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation]

Canada provides USD 260K to Cambodia
for mine summit

(pm) Canada contributes with funding of over USD
260,000 to the Siem Reap-Angkor Summit on “a Mine-
Free World" to be held in Cambodia in November.

The summit will mark the 51" Review Meeting of the
Ottawa Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Antipersonnel
Mines and on their Destruction.

This was agreed during the meeting between Ly Thuch,
first vice-president of Mine Action and Victim
Assistance Authority (CMAA), and Alan Bowman,
director-general for Southeast Asia and Oceania at
Canada's foreign affairs department on February 21.
[Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia and Australia reaffirm
cooperation in combatting cross-border
crimes

(pm) Australian Ambassador to Cambodia Justin Kevin
Whyatt met with Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
and Chairman of the National Authority for Combating
Drugs Neth Savoeun on February 22.

During the two sides expressed mutual appreciation of
the cooperation Cambodia and Australia have been
sustaining in various areas, such as economics, trade,
education, and especially public security with regards
to which Neth Savoeun underscored the Australian
Federal Police’s (AFP's) assistance in Cambodia through
related trainings and projects.

Both sides agreed to continue to work together in the
fight against transnational crime as well as terrorism.
[Khmer Times]
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Cambodia to receive additional funding
from UK for mine clearance

(pm) The British government will allocate USD 3.8
million additional funding to support Manchester-
based NGO Mines Advisory Group (MAG) and Scottish
humanitarian organization HALO Trust in demining
efforts in Cambodia, as announced by Dominic
Williams, British Ambassador to Cambodia, last week.

Both organizations have been cooperating to aid
Cambodia's landmine clearing projects for over 30
years.

The funding is part initiative of the UK government to
provide MAG and HALO Trust with more than USD 21
million in new funding to support their work in mine
clearance and community education in eight countries
across Africa and Asia.

Besides Cambodia, Angola, Ethiopia, Laos, Myanmar,
Somalia, South Sudan and Zimbabwe are among the
beneficiaries of the initiative. [Khmer Times]

European Union to fund UN civic space
project in Cambodia

(pm) On February 22, the European Union (EU) and
Cambodia signed a contract on EU funding of EUR 1.5
million (USD 1.624 million) aimed at supporting a
project of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) on building an open civic space
and promoting human rights in the Southeast Asian
country.

The project will involve training, workshops and
educational initiatives through which civil society
actors and organizations will be empowered to
advocate effectively for human rights at the national
and international level. [Khmer Times] [United Nations
Cambodia]

Cambodian labor ministry, Swiss Dariu
Foundation sign MoU on digital
technology training

(pm) Heng Sour, Minister of Labor and Vocational
Training, and Rajiv Pradhan, Country Director in
Cambodia of Dariu Foundation of Switzerland inked a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on digital
technology training on February 23.
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The partnership foresees developing education related
to digital economy and entrepreneurship for youths
and students. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia seeks South Korean
investments in transport system

(pm) Cambodia is seeking South Koreas contribution to
approximately USD 36.6 million in funding for the
country's Comprehensive Intermodal Transport and
Logistic System (CITLS) Master Plan 2023-2033 that
involves more than 170 projects.

This request was made by Cambodian Minister of
Public Works and Transport Peng Ponea during his
meeting with Park Jung-Wook, Ambassador of the
Republic of Korea to Cambodia, and a delegation from
the Korea Economic Development Cooperation Fund
on February 21.

The meeting was held to discuss ways to deepen
cooperation between the two countries, focusing on
the development of infrastructure and connectivity in
Cambodia. [Khmer Times]

China-EU: Cooperation talks amid strained
relationship

(ms) China and the European Union engaged in
discussions focusing on cooperation in the automotive
and raw materials sectors, according to a statement of
China's Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT).

In the statement the ministry highlighted China's
commitment to deepening collaboration with the EU
for mutual benefit and common development. The
meeting was co-chaired by China’s Vice-Premier Xin
Guobin and Kerstin Jorna Director-General for Internal
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs of the
European Commission, aimed to address areas of
shared interest and potential cooperation.

Despite existing tensions, notably regarding China's
state support for its automotive and green technology
industries, both parties expressed willingness to work
together. The Chinese site continues to emphasize the
importance of solidarity and cooperation to prevent
potential conflicts, suggesting a diplomatic approach to
navigate differences and maintain free trade
principles. [Asia Financial] [Reuters]
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The meeting underlines the ambivalent nature of
European relations with China. On the one hand, for
the first time since the beginning of Russia's war of
aggression against Ukraine, sanctions have been
imposed directly on Chinese companies (see entry in
this edition), and anti-subsidies investigations into
Chinese electric vehicles were initiated by the EU (see
AiR No. 46, November/2023, 2). On the other hand, the
current talks show that the EU is still heavily
dependent on China and that trade can be expected to
intensify in the future, rather than decline.

The same was also evident in the meeting between
China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Jens Plotner,
foreign and security policy advisor to the German
Chancellor, on February 23. Germany is in the focus of
European-Chinese relations. Most recently, prominent
German car manufacturer Volkswagen (VW) and
German chemical giant Badische Anilin- und
Sodafabrik (BASF) have come under fire for alleged
forced labor and human rights violations at their
production locations in Xinjiang, prompting both
companies to at least debate the future of their
businesses in the region (see AR No. 8, February/2024,
3).

During the meeting Wang emphasized the global
significance of China-Germany relations, stressing their
potential for cooperation and mutual benefit. He urged
for strengthened communication, trust, and practical
cooperation, promoting economic development and
global recovery. Wang advocated for resolving
differences while focusing on common ground and
opposing bloc confrontation under the pretext of “de-
risking” or “de-sinicisation” movements in the west.

Plotner, for his part, expressed Germany's general
commitment to enhancing ties, emphasizing
cooperation on economic, environmental, and global
issues.

Also, the Ukraine crisis, Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and
other issues were said to be discussed. [FMPRC(]
[Xinhua] [South China Morning Post]

Chinese senior party member reaffirms
China's position on Taiwan

(ms) During a recent meeting on Taiwan affairs held in
Beijing on February 22 to 23, Wang Huning, a member
of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of
the CPC Central Committee and chairman of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) and widely seen as the Chinese Communist
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Party's top theoretician, emphasized the need for firm
actions to address separatist activities and external
interference in Taiwan-related matters.

The comments come after Taiwan's Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), despised by Beijing as a
separatist force, won the presidential elections in mid-
January (see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3). [China Daily]
[Reuters]

Tensions flare up between Taiwan and
China over Kinmen Islands

(ms) Recent incidents near the Taiwan administrated
Kinmen Islands have heightened tensions between
Taipei and Beijing.

On February 26, five Chinese coast guard ships entered
prohibited waters around Kinmen, prompting a swift
response from Taiwan's coast guard.

This event follows an incident in the middle of
February during which two Chinese fishermen died
after their boat capsized in Taiwanese waters, allegedly
while being under pursuit by Taiwan's coast guard (see
AIR No. 8, February/2024, 3).

China has vehemently condemned Taiwan's actions,
denying the existence of restricted waters in the region
and accusing Taipei of aggressive behavior against
mainland fishermen.

In response, Chinese maritime law enforcement
authorities have announced increased patrols near
Kinmen which is located only 10 km east from the city
of Xiamen in Fujian, located at the southeastern coast
of the of China, from which they are separated by
Xiamen Bay. [Associated Press] [Global Times] [Nikkei
Asia] [Reuters]

China urges U.S. to unfreeze Afghan
assets

(ms) Yue Xiaoyong's, China's special envoy on Afghan
affairs has repeated Beijing's call on the United States
to unfreeze USD 7 billion of Afghanistan's overseas
assets, emphasizing the dire need for sustainable
solutions beyond surface-level aid plans.

The recent international meeting on Afghanistan in
Doha, chaired by UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, highlighted the urgency of addressing the
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multifaceted challenges facing the nation. With
representatives from over 20 countries and
international organizations in attendance, discussions
revolved around pivotal issues such as
counterterrorism efforts and safeguarding human
rights, particularly for Afghan women and girls.

Yue's call for unfreezing assets underscores China’s
position in Afghanistan, as one of the first country’'s
beginning cooperation with the Taliban after they took
over the government of the country.

The US, which froze those assets in response to the
government takeover, continues to oppose actual
cooperation with the Taliban government and
legitimizes the freezing of assets as punishment of
Taliban officials for their involvement in human rights
violations, corruption and other crimes.

However, according to external reports, the sanctions
result in collective damage, meaning that also the
Afghan population suffers. [BNN] [Global Times]

CEO of US Chamber of Commerce to visit
China this week

(ms) Chief Executive of the United States Chamber of
Commerce, Suzanne Clark is leading a delegation of
former US government officials on a diplomatic
mission to Beijing this week. This visit is said to aim to
foster dialogue between the US Chamber of
Commerce and Chinese governmental and business
counterparts. Amidst strained relations between the
US and China. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Singapore further surpasses Hong Kong as
preferred destination for multinational
firms in Asia

(ms) Amidst shifting geopolitical landscapes and
economic dynamics, Singapore solidifies its position as
the top choice for multinational corporations (MNCs)
establishing their Asian hubs. The city-state welcomed
regional headquarters for 4,200 multinational firms in
2023, significantly surpassing Hong Kong's 1,336,
according to a Bloomberg Intelligence report.

The preference for Singapore extends beyond
geopolitical considerations, with many Chinese
companies also opting for the city state over Hong
Kong to mitigate geopolitical risks. Factors contributing
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to Singapore's appeal include its favorable relations
with the West, diverse talent pool, resilient economy,
and attractive tax incentives.

Singapore's proactive approach in offering targeted
incentives for foreign companies establishing regional
hubs has proven effective. Major corporations such as
FedEx, Microsoft, Google, and Rolls-Royce have all
chosen Singapore as their regional headquarters.

This trend contrasts with Hong Kong's efforts to retain
businesses, evidenced by its recent initiatives to attract
enterprises and professionals. Despite these efforts,
many MNCs are discreetly relocating staff and
operations to Singapore, citing factors such as
international mobility and efficiency as key drivers.

As Singapore continues to assert its prominence as a
global business hub, the competition between the two
cities underscores broader shifts in economic
dynamics and regional influence. While Hong Kong
remains a vital financial center, Singapore's resilience
and strategic advantages position it favorably in
attracting multinational investment and fostering long-
term economic growth. [Bloomberg] [The Strait Times]

Indian air chief visits Bangladesh for high-
level talks with civil, military leadership

(Im) Indian Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari initiated a
three-day visit to Dhaka, Bangladesh on February 26,
upon the invitation of his Bangladeshi counterpart, Air
Marshal Shaikh Abdul Hannan. Accompanied by a
three-member delegation, his itinerary includes
meetings with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, all three
service chiefs, and other senior officers of the
Bangladesh Armed Forces, along with visits to major
Bangladesh Air Force air bases. [Dhaka Tribune]

India excludes Maldives from onion
export lists, but intensifies development
assistance

(Im) India has excluded the Maldives from the latest list
of nations granted special permission for onion export,
the latest incident in a series of events reflecting clearly
strained relations between the two South Asian
countries. [Avas]

India, the world's biggest exporter of onions banned
shipments in December last year after domestic prices
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more than doubled in three months following a drop in
production. This move resulted in retail shoppers in
traditional Asian buyer countries struggling, including
in the Maldives, where Indian onion imports constitute
nearly 90 percent of the consumption.

However, certain countries continue to receive onions
through special permits granted by relevant Indian
authorities. As per the most recent list, India plans to
export onions to Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal,
Mauritius, and Bahrain. Amidst these trade tensions,
Male has been exploring alternative sources for
essential imports, including a new agreement with
Turkey to reduce dependence on Indian staples.

This shift in import policies coincides with Male's
efforts to reassess its military and trade ties with India.
However, it is noteworthy that New Delhi has
intensified its development assistance to the Maldives,
allocating nearly USD 93 million for Maldivian projects
this fiscal year, almost double the budgeted amount.
Business Today]

India requests early release of nationals
working in Russia’s army

(ff) India has requested Russia to expedite the release
of Indian nationals working in "support jobs" within the
Russian army. This follows reports of around 100
Indians being recruited in the past year for contracts
lasting at least one year. [Reuters]

Earlier this year, Nepal halted the issuance of permits
for its citizens to work in Russia and Ukraine due to the
deaths of Nepali soldiers serving in the Russian army.
It is estimated that over 200 Nepali soldiers have
joined the Russian army since the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, with over 100 of them reported
missing. A smaller contingent is believed to be engaged
in combat within the Ukrainian army.

Mitsotakis first Greek premier to visit
India in 16 years

(fd) Accompanied by senior officials and a business
delegation, Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
recently visited India - marking the first visit by a Greek
premier to the country in 16 years - for talks with his
counterpart Narendra Modi and to participate as the
Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker at the 9th Raisina
Dialogue. [Economic Times]
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The visit occurred in the backdrop of elevated relations
between India and Greece, upgraded to a “Strategic
Partnership” during Prime Minister Modi's visit to
Greece in August the previous year, which marked the
first visit by an Indian leader to the Mediterranean
nation in four decades. Discussions between Modi and
Mitsotakis centered on enhancing bilateral ties,
encompassing defense, security, agriculture, and the
economy. [AIR No. 35, August/2023, 5]

During their bilateral discussions, Modi and Mitsotakis
agreed to intensify cooperation across various sectors,
including defense, pharmaceuticals, space, and
shipping, with ambitious targets set to double bilateral
trade by 2030 from its current level of nearly USD 2
billion. They also established a working group to
collaborate on cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and
maritime security, underscoring their commitment to
bolstering strategic relations.

Mitsotakis's visit aimed to strengthen economic
partnerships between Greece and India, with a specific
focus on renewable energy, infrastructure
development, and maritime trade. Both countries
acknowledged the potential for mutual benefit in
expanding trade and investment ties and are poised to
conclude a migration and mobility agreement soon.
[Bloomberg]

Following his discussions with Modi, Mitsotakis
emphasized India's pivotal role as a stabilizing force in
the Indo-Pacific region and advocated for New Delhi to
be a linchpin of Europe's foreign policy. Despite India's
close ties with Russia and its cautious stance on
criticizing Moscow's actions in Ukraine, Mitsotakis
urged India to play a constructive role in addressing
the ongoing conflict. [Associated Press]

Indonesia, Australia advance defense
talks, eye security agreement

(jb) On February 23, Indonesia and Australia convened
high-level discussions, aiming to fortify security ties
through an upcoming defense cooperation agreement.

Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, poised to assume
Indonesia's leadership, met with his Australian
counterpart Richard Marles to explore avenues for
strengthening their nations' bonds.

Both parties anticipate finalizing a “very significant”
defense pact within two to three months, signaling a
milestone in bilateral relations.
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Their meeting came shortly after Subinato met
Australian Defense Force Chief General Angus
Campbell of February.

The visits by two top Australian security officials within
a week is indicative of the importance of Indonesia to
Australia.

In addition, Australia, along with Japan and Singapore,
jointin 2022 the annual Indonesia-U.S. joint combat
exercise Super Garuda Shield. [ABC News]

Indonesia, Philippines leaders discuss
energy transition and bilateral ties

(jb) In a phone conversation on February 22, Phillipine
President Ferdinand R Marcos Jr congratulated
Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto to his
victory in the recent presidential.

Emphasizing the 70-year bond between their nations,
Marcos and Prabowo pledged to bolster bilateral
relations. Discussions centered on energy transition,
green metals, and mutual investments. Marcos
expressed openness to Indonesian collaboration in
these areas, noting existing Indonesian investments in
the Philippines.

Prabowo, anticipating collaboration with Marcos,
affirmed commitment to strengthening ties. He
conveyed eagerness to meet Marcos in person and
assured continuity in relations with outgoing President
Joko Widodo. [Solar Quarter]

Indonesia, Russia pursue enhanced sports
collaboration

(jb) Indonesian Youth and Sports Minister Dito
Ariotedjo met with Russian Sports Minister Oleg
Matytsin around 22 February 2024 to discuss
deepening sports cooperation.

Ariotedjo emphasized collaboration across various
disciplines including badminton, athletics, and football,
foreseeing closer ties and shared achievements. He
attended the "Games of the Future," combining
physical and digital sports, during his visit to Russia.

Matytsin echoed the sentiment, highlighting the
potential for international competition and cultural
exchange. Russia extended an invitation to Indonesia
for the BRICS Sport Games in June. [Antara News]
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Indonesia eyes Japan's economic situation
for bonds plan

(jb) Indonesia’s finance ministry will closely monitor
Japan's economic status amid concerns about its
impact on Jakarta's yen-denominated bond issuance.

Suminto Sastrosuwito, head of budget financing,
emphasized a cautious approach to debt issuance,
stating that Indonesia “will also monitor market
developments... including Japan's economy."

Japan recently entered a recession as its GDP
contracted for two consecutive quarters (see AiR No. 8,
February/2024, 3).

Indonesia aims to issue IDR 648.1 trillion (USD 41.58
billion) in debt this year, with IDR 107.6 trillion already
issued by January 2024. [Nasdaq]

Indonesia, Singapore forge alliance to
combat aviation emissions

(jb) Transportation ministers from Indonesia and
Singapore, Budi Karya Sumadi and Chee Hong Tat,
convened around February 20, to explore collaborative
strategies in curbing aviation emissions.

Discussions in Singapore revolved around plans for
environmentally friendly aviation fuel refineries in
Indonesia, aiming to mitigate carbon emissions.
Singapore's forthcoming aircraft levies, set for 2026,
will fund eco-friendly fuel initiatives.

Additionally, talks included the potential expansion of
flight routes to Indonesian tourist destinations beyond
Bali and Jakarta, fostering economic growth. [Antara
News]

Indonesia, Timor Leste forge collaboration
in micro, small, and medium-sized
enterprise sector

(jb) Jakarta witnessed a pivotal moment as Indonesia
and Timor Leste inked a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on micro, small, and medium-
sized enterprises (MSMEs) collaboration.
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Indonesian Minister of Cooperatives and Small and
Medium Enterprises Teten Masduki and Secretary of
State for Cooperatives Arsenio Pereira da Silva of
Timor Leste spearheaded the signing of a
memorandum of understanding, aiming to synergize
resources for MSME promotion and economic
empowerment.

This pact, following a bilateral meeting in 2023,
prioritizes regional cooperation, capacity building,
feasibility studies, and reciprocal visits. [The Star]

Indonesia, Azerbaijan to strengthen
cooperation

(yr) The Chairperson of Inter-Parliamentary
Cooperation Agency (BKSAP) of the Indonesian House
of Representatives (DPR RI), Fadli Zon, emphasized the
importance of increasing connectivity and inter-
community relations between Indonesia and
Azerbaijan in the meeting with Azerbaijan's Foreign
Minister, Jeyhun Bayramov.

Zon highlighted the potential for tourism cooperation
and Indonesia's role as the largest archipelagic country
with various tourism potentials.

Meanwhile, Bayramov welcomed the potential for
cooperation, especially in the tourism sector, and
congratulated Indonesia on holding safe and
democratic elections, which are expected to
strengthen bilateral relations in the era of Indonesia's
new leadership. [Antara] [Indonesian House of
Representative]

Poland explore potential for cooperation
in West Kalimantan

(yr) Poland's Deputy Ambassador to Indonesia, Piotr
Firlus, made a working visit to Pontianak, West
Kalimantan, to explore the potential for cooperation
between the two countries, especially in the renewable
energy and sea transportation sectors.

This visit marks the two countries' efforts to strengthen
relations that have lasted for almost 70 years, with a
focus on cooperation opportunities in maritime,
energy, health, digitalization, and education.

Firlus highlighted the importance of Pontianak as a
maritime economic center and the potential for
synergy between Poland and Indonesia.
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Apart from that, there is high interest from Poland in
West Kalimantan palm shells as a raw material for
renewable energy. The Pontianak Branch of the
Indonesian state-owned port operation company,
Pelindo, stated that they were ready to export this
material through the Kijing Terminal which supports
large ships and has great potential for cooperation.
[Antara 1] [Antara 2, in Indonesian]

Japan condemns Russia’s invasion at G20
meeting

(sh) On February 21, Japan's Foreign Minister
Kamikawa Yoko reiterated Japan’s strong
condemnation Russia's invasion of Ukraine during the
G20 foreign ministerial meeting in Rio de Janeiro.

She emphasized the urgent need for lasting peace,
denouncing Moscow's aggression as a threat to G20
cooperation and the rule of law.

Kamikawa firmly stated that unilateral attempts to
alter the status quo by force should never be accepted.

Additionally, she condemned terrorist actions by
groups like Hamas and expressed concern about
Israel's military operations in Rafah, Gaza. [NHK]

Japan’s humanitarian aid to Gaza

(sh) On February 21, Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa announced that Japan is contemplating
offering an extra USD 32 million in aid for people in
Gaza amidst the ongoing conflict between Israel and
Hamas.

Kamikawa, speaking at a Group of 20 meeting in Rio de
Janeiro, expressed serious concerns about the dire
humanitarian situation in Gaza, which has been
worsened by Israel's attacks and blockade, as per
Japan's Foreign Ministry.

She criticized Hamas for its terrorist actions against
Israel on October 7 and expressed deep worry about
recent Israeli military operations in Gaza's Rafah
district. Kamikawa urged all parties to consider
humanitarian needs.

Kamaikawa's pledged aid, to be distributed through
international organizations, will not go through the UN
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) due to concerns over its staff's
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alleged involvement in a Hamas attack, according to a
Japanese official. Japan, like the US and other Western
countries, has halted funding for UNRWA following
these allegations. [Kyodo News] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Japan]

Japan, South Korea reaffirm cooperation
on North Korea

(sh) Japan and South Korea have agreed to continue
their collaboration on North Korean issues but
remained divided over wartime labor disputes.

During talks on February 21 on the sidelines of the G20
foreign ministers' meeting in Brazil, Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoko Kamikawa and her South Korean
counterpart Cho Tae Yul shared concerns about North
Korea's “provocative actions,” including missile
launches.

They agreed to work closely on addressing human
rights violations committed by North Korea, including
the abduction of Japanese citizens.

However, Kamikawa expressed disappointment over
South Korea's decision to transfer compensation
money from a Japanese company to a South Korean
plaintiff in a case regarding wartime forced labor. She
argued that this action, based on a ruling of the South
Korean Supreme Court unfairly disadvantaged the
Japanese company. [Kyodo News] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Japan]

Japanese Yakuza caught in US for nuclear
weapon trading

(sh) Takeshi Ebisawa, a purported leader of a yakuza
organized crime syndicate, was charged with
conspiring to traffic uranium and weapons-grade
plutonium from Myanmar to other countries, as
announced by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the
Southern District of New York.

According to the statement, Ebisawa allegedly
contacted an undercover Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) agent in 2020, believing the agent
to be involved in narcotics and weapons trafficking.

Ebisawa's involvement escalated when, upon meeting
an associate posing as an Iranian general, he
purportedly offered to provide "powerful" plutonium.
Subsequently, he presented a list of weapons he aimed
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to procure, including surface-to-air missiles, on behalf
of a leader of an ethnic insurgent group in Myanmar in
May 2021. [Kyodo News]

The U.S. prosecutors have levied charges against
Ebisawa, alleging his involvement in attempting to
traffic nuclear materials, believing they would be
transferred to Iran for the purpose of building a
nuclear bomb. Ebisawa, along with a Thai co-
defendant, faced earlier charges related to weapons
and drug offenses in April 2022.

The prosecution alleges that Ebisawa and his
associates displayed samples of nuclear materials in
Thailand to an undercover DEA agent posing as a
trafficker with links to an Iranian general. The seized
nuclear samples, originating from Myanmar, were
confirmed by a U.S. laboratory to contain uranium and
weapons-grade plutonium. [BBC]

Indonesian activists file lawsuit against
Japan for wastewater dispose

(sh) On February 23, a group of Indonesian
environmental and human rights activists took legal
action against Japan, filing a lawsuit to halt the release
of treated radioactive water from the Fukushima
nuclear power plant into the Pacific Ocean.

The wastewater release from Japan began in 2024 and
prompted concerns about its impact on Indonesia's
ecosystem. Locals of Indonesia worries about the
contamination of seafood products by the treated
water, posing risks to human health.

The Indonesian activists, after receiving no response
from the Japanese government to their complaints,
decided to escalate the matter by filing the lawsuit at
the Central Jakarta District Court.

They demand Japan cease the wastewater release and
seek compensation of IDR 1 trillion (USD 64 million) for
damages caused by pollution. [Kyodo News]

Laos, Thailand to step up cooperation in
border security

(wn) Lao and Thai security forces have decided to
increase their cooperation to reduce criminal activities
along the border shared by the two countries.
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A sub-committee on maintaining peace and order
along the Lao-Thai border held a meeting in northern
Laos' Luang Prabang province on February 13-16.

During the meeting, the attendees reviewed the

progress of cooperation in border peacekeeping
operations and the general cooperative relations
between Laos and Thailand.

The security forces from both countries expressed
satisfaction with improving their relations and agreed
to strengthen their cooperation, share more
information, and work closer in the field of law
enforcement in border areas to preventillegal
immigration and combat human trafficking, drug
trafficking and smuggling. [The Star]

Laos, Japan form partnership to train Lao
interns

(wn) Laos' Department of Employment has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with Nippon
Manufacturing Service Corporation on technical
training.

Under the agreement, signed in February 26, the two
sides will manage the sending of Lao technical intern
trainees to Japan in compliance with the laws of both
countries.

More specifically, the parties will work together to
increase the number of Lao technical intern trainees
working in Japan, to provide Japanese language and
culture education for the trainees, as well as living and
employment support during their time in Japan.
[Vientiane Times]

Laos, Germany launch land management
project

(wn) The governments of Laos and Germany have
launched a "Land Management Project for Laos"
project, which aims to assist the Lao government with
land sector reform.

Seeking to speed up the issuance of land titles, the KfW
German Development Bank is funding the land
management project with a grant of EUR 7 million from
the Federal Republic of Germany.

The project's main objective is to accelerate the
systematic land registration process for eligible
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residential and agricultural areas and the land titling
process in the Huaphan, Xieng Khuang, Oudomxay,
and Xayaboury provinces.

The project is expected to contribute to efficient and
effective land utilisation to benefit all citizens and the
environment.

According to the KfW German Development Bank, the
project will take three years to complete and will
support issuing 125,000 titles. The project has three
main components: improving infrastructure and
equipment for office facilities at provincial and district
levels, scaling up systematic land registration, and
building training and capacity. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia, Singapore sign MoU on
telecommunications channel scams

(ba) Malaysian Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC) and Singapore's Infocomm Media
Development Authority (IMDA) have recently inked a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) aimed at
combating scams prevalent across telecommunication
channels.

The signing ceremony took place on February 25 in
Barcelona, Spain, during the Mobile World Congress.
IMDA, in a press release, emphasized the transnational
nature of scams, highlighting the need for robust
collaboration among countries.

Malaysia is considered a crucial ally for Singapore in
fostering regional cooperation to address
telecommunications-related scams in both nations.
The MOU aims to enhance the exchange of strategic
intelligence across borders.

The overarching goal is to implement a coordinated
regional strategy, safeguarding the citizens of both
countries from falling victim to scams. Key areas
covered by the MOU include providing regulatory
assistance and cooperation related to scam calls and
text messages, facilitating research and education on
such scams, and promoting mutual exchange of
knowledge and expertise through training programs
and staff exchanges. [The Edge Singapore]

Malaysia, Cambodia agree to expedite
assessment of bilateral collaboration in
vital sectors
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(ba) Malaysia and Cambodia have mutually agreed to
expedite the review of their bilateral cooperation
across key sectors through the Joint Commission for
Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC), as stated by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

During a joint press conference with Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet at the Malaysian Prime Minister's
Office on February 27, Anwar announced that both
countries have instructed their foreign ministers to
schedule the JCBC meeting sooner than originally
planned.

Anwar highlighted the agenda, encompassing
discussions on vital matters such as food security,
collaborative research, trade and investments, the
halal industry, renewable energy, high-tech industries
including electric vehicles (EVs), and artificial
intelligence (Al).

Hun Manet, on a one-day official visit to Malaysia at
Anwar's invitation, arrived on February 27, marking his
first visit to Malaysia since assuming the role of
Cambodia's Prime Minister in August 2023.

Addressing the Muslim community in Cambodia,
Anwar expressed Malaysia's eagerness to collaborate
in empowering the community and fostering young
talents equipped with the necessary skills and
knowledge to meet future business demands. Anwar
extended gratitude to Cambodia for its assistance in
resolving issues faced by Malaysians who fell victim to
a job scam syndicate in Cambodia.

Accompanying Hun Manet during the official visit were
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation Sok Chenda Sophea,
along with Cabinet Ministers and senior officials from
the Cambodian government. [The Malay Mail]

Mongolia, US hold defense framework
talks

(dqgl) During the annual Bilateral Defense Framework
talks held on February 24 at the Pentagon, U.S. Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense (DASD) for China,
Taiwan, and Mongolia Michael Chase and Mongolian
State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense Brigadier
General D. Gankhuyag discussed regional security
cooperation and global security developments, among
other topics.

Reaffirming their commitment to the U.S.-Mongolia
bilateral defense relationship, the two officials agreed
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to advance defense cooperation on shared interests to
support a free and open Indo-Pacific region.
[Department of Defense, USA]

Mongolia, South Korea discuss
cooperation in education

(dgl) Mongolia and South Korea are set to deepen
bilateral education cooperation, after entering into a
Memorandum of Cooperation signed during a meeting
between Mongolian Deputy Minister of Education and
Science Ganbayar Ganbold and a delegation from
North Chungcheong province of South Korea on
February 21.

Under the agreement the two sides will work together
to find ways to deepen cooperation in the transition to
digital education, pedagogical training for professors,
and student exchange programs.

In the talks, Ganbayar underscored Mongolia's the lack
of specialists in the most sought-after and priority
areas within the framework of the New Recovery
Policy. He also highlighted the need to increase the
number of students studying in South Korea and allow
Mongolian students to work while studying. [Aki Press]

Thai government warns against illegal
entry amid conscription law exodus in
Myanmar

(jw) In response to the military regime’s plans to
enforce conscription laws, civilians in Myanmar began
to flee the country to evade military service. This mass
exodus has led the Thai government to warn Myanmar
nationals that illegally crossing into Thailand will result
in legal action.

The number of Myanmar citizens applying for entry
visas to Thailand has increased significantly since the
Tatmadaw's announcement. The Thai Embassy in
Yangon has been struggling with the influx of visa
applicants and limited applications to 400 per day as of
February 15.

Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin said, "They are
welcome if they enter the country legally. But if they
sneak into the country illegally, legal action will be
taken against them." [The Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar junta chief meets deputy party
secretary governor of China’'s Yunnan
Province to discuss peace negotiations

(jw) Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing recently met with
deputy party secretary governor of Yunnan Province of
China, Wang Yubo, to discuss peace negotiations. The
meeting focused on maintaining stability along the
Myanmar-China border and China's mediatory role in
the peace process.

The two additionally talked about the need to promote
political trust building and economic ties between the
two governments.

The military regime and China's delegation also
discussed ways to restore and promote border trade
with Yunnan Province while simultaneously taking
comprehensive measures to maintain border security.
[Myanmar Transparency News]

Russian deputy foreign minister visits
Myanmar junta leader to discuss closer
cooperation

(jw) On February 27, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Andriy Rudenko met Myanmar’s junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing and his junta counterpart Lwin Oo to discuss
collaborative efforts on defense, security, nuclear
technology, legal affairs, media, and more.

This meeting marks the first between the military
leader and a top-level Russian representative since Min
Aung Hlaing awarded the honorary Thray Sithu title to
Russian security council secretary Nikolai Platonovich
on December 5.

In addition, Russia’'s ambassador recently met
Myanmar's national security advisor, former admiral
Moe Aung, and Yangon Region chief minister, Soe
Thein, and Yangon Mayor, Bo Htay.

The military junta has worked closely with Moscow
since the 2021 coup. Russia was responsible for
supplying the military regime with crucial arms and
helped build the first nuclear information center in
Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy]

Nepal’'s Koshi Province now has a road
link to China
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(Im) A significant breakthrough occurred in Taplejung,
a district located in the eastern part of Nepal, as a
motorable track connecting Phungling, the district
headquarters, with China has been opened. The road's
significance extends to trade and people's movement,
notably facilitating connections between Nepal and
China’'s autonomous region of Tibet. [The Kathmandu
Post]

United Kingdom launches new USD 500
million development portfolio for Nepal

(Im) Andrew Mitchell, the British Minister of State for
Development and Africa, launched a USD 500 million
(GBP 400 million) UK-Nepal development portfolio
during a recent two-day visit to Kathmandu. The
portfolio aims to mobilize private sector funding,
address the climate crisis, and support economic
growth. It will create jobs, attract investment, and
improve healthcare and education for women and girls
by 2030. [The Kathmandu Post]

While in Nepal, Mitchell held talks with Nepali leaders
on supporting Kathmandu's transition from Least
Developed Country status and mobilizing finance for
development. Mitchell also visited the Upper-Trishuli-1
Hydropower project funded by British investment.

North Korea-South Korea relations: Seoul
accuses Pyongyang of illegally using
former joint industrial complex

(dgl) Citing North Korean government officials, US
news website NK News reports that Pyongyang is using
factories and equipment in the shuttered inter-Korean
Kaesong Industrial Complex to develop a new
industrial base in the city, following an order of the
Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea.

Effectively nationalizing the complex, marks the latest
move by North Korea to assertively distance itself from
South Korea, which North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
recently called the “principal enemy,” with which his
country was in a “state of war.”

Located just north of the demilitarized zone that
divides the Korean peninsula and opened in 2004, the
Kaesong Industrial Complex matched South Korean
capital and technology with cheap North Korean labor.
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In 2016, it was shut down, shortly after North Korea's
fourth nuclear test, and cannot be reopened until the
U.S. and UN lift sanctions on the North.

Since then, North Korean companies have from time to
time secretly used factories and equipment left behind
by South Korean companies in Kaesong.

Doing this now as part of an official policy marks a new
level and is indicative of deteriorating inter-Korean ties.
[Radio Free Asia]

Pakistan signs agreement with United
States firm for salt development

(nw) Pakistan has signed an agreement with a United
States firm to enhance the extraction and utilization of
Himalayan Pink Salt, a type of rock salt that is mined
from the country’'s Punjab region, near the foothills of
the Himalayas. [Pakistan Today]

Pakistan boasts approximately 22.22 billion tons of
Himalayan Pink Salt, primarily found in the Khewra Salt
Mines, one of the world's oldest and largest salt mines.
Thus, the extraction and export of the salt hold
considerable economic importance for the South Asian
nation. [Samaal

Pakistan’s government approves work on
first phase of Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline

(Im) Pakistan’s government on February 23 approved
the construction of the first phase of the Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline project, also known as the "Peace
Pipeline," following a notice of potential arbitration and
a compensation claim from Tehran. [Pipeline
Technology Journal]

Pakistan's decision to build a gas pipeline within its
territory came as a response to Iran's third notice
issued in December last year. The notice demanded
the completion of the pipeline project by September
2024, threatening legal action.

Initiated in 2014 at an estimated USD 7.5 billion cost,
the project aims to transport natural gas from Iran's
South Pars gas field to Pakistan. However, while Iran
has completed construction of the pipeline which falls
on its side of the border, work has not progressed in
the Pakistani territory due to United States sanctions
against Iran.
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In light of this, in May last year, Islamabad pleaded
with Washington to either grant permission for the
construction of the gas pipeline to Iran, or to assist
Islamabad in paying an USD 18 billion penalty it could
face if it the project was not finished by March next
year [AIR No. 22, May/2023, 5].

Continuous tensions between Philippines
and China over Scarborough Shoal

(ms) In the latest development in the ongoing dispute
over the Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea,
tensions between the Philippines and China have
escalated following the placement of a floating barrier
at the entrance of the contested area.

Satellite images obtained by Reuters show the barrier
across the mouth of the shoal, where Philippine
vessels and Chinese coast guard ships have frequently
encountered each other. This move comes after the
Chinese coast guard claimed to have repelled a
Philippine vessel that allegedly intruded into what
China considers its waters.

The Philippines, however, maintains that its activities in
the area are lawful, as the Scarborough Shoal falls
within its 200-nautical mile (370 kilometers) exclusive
economic zone. The situation underscores the
longstanding dispute over sovereignty and fishing
rights in one of Asia's most contested maritime
features.

China's foreign ministry asserted that the Scarborough
Shoal, known as Huangyan Dao in China, is "China's
inherent territory," criticizing the Philippines for
actions that allegedly violate China's sovereignty. The
Chinese state media has accused the Philippines of
fabricating claims and engaging in "cognitive warfare"
to discredit China's law enforcement efforts.

The Philippines, on the other hand, refutes these
accusations, stating that its vessels are patrolling the
area to ensure the security of Filipino fishermen. The
Philippine Coast Guard dismissed China's claims of
illegal intrusion and asserted the legitimacy of their
patrols in the region.

The Scarborough Shoal holds strategic significance due
to its rich fishing grounds and its potential for natural
resources. Additionally, its location makes it a crucial
point of contention in the broader geopolitical tensions
in the South China Sea.
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Analysts suggest that the recent actions by China could
be a response to the Philippines' increased
assertiveness under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
who has challenged China's presence in the region
since taking office in 2022. Despite a 2016 international
arbitration tribunal ruling that invalidated China's
claims to the shoal, Beijing has rejected the decision
and continues to assert its sovereignty.

As the dispute continues to unfold, there are concerns
about the potential for further escalation and the
impact it could have on regional stability. Both sides
have reaffirmed their commitment to resolving
differences through dialogue, but the latest
developments underline that the tensions between the
two countries remain high in the South China Sea.
[Asia Nikkei] [EMPRC] [Global Times] [Reuters]

Philippines nears deal for fighter jet
procurement with Sweden amid sweeping
modernization plans

(ms) The Philippines is on the brink of a significant
breakthrough in its quest to revamp its fighter jet fleet,
with negotiations nearing a conclusion with Sweden for
the procurement of advanced aircraft. This
development comes after two decades of efforts to
modernize its air force and underscores the country's
commitment to bolstering its defense capabilities.

Following extensive discussions between Philippine
and Swedish officials, including a series of meetings
held as recently as January 2024, both nations are
poised to finalize an Implementing Arrangement (lA).
The agreement, expected to be signed during the
Philippines-Sweden Joint Committee Meeting in March
2024, forms a crucial component of the broader
defense cooperation outlined in a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) inked in June 2023.

Central to this cooperation is Sweden's participation in
the Philippines' ambitious Horizon 3 modernization
program, aimed at enhancing the capabilities of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). Specifically,
Sweden is eyeing involvement in the Multi-Role Fighter
(MRF) Aircraft Acquisition Project of the Philippine Air
Force (PAF), which seeks to replace aging aircraft with
cutting-edge alternatives.

Among the frontrunners in this procurement endeavor
are Sweden's Saab Gripen and Lockheed Martin's F-16
Fighting Falcon. While negotiations have primarily
focused on the fighter jets themselves, discussions
have expanded to encompass broader defense
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solutions, including surveillance systems and
reconnaissance capabilities. [Defense News] [Forbes]
[GMA News Online]

South Korea-India Joint Commission
Meeting to be held on March 6

(oy) The 10th Joint Committee of the Foreign Ministers
of India and the Republic of Korea (JCM) will be held in
Seoul on March 6 with Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yeol
and Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar as chief representatives. This is the first
meeting following a five-year hiatus.

JCM is a comprehensive consultative body attended by
representatives of related organizations from both
countries. The first Joint Committee was held in Seoul
in April 2002, and the 9th was held in New Delhi in
December 2018.

The 10t JCM is expected to further strengthen the
“special strategic partnership” between South Korea
and India in various fields such as high-level
exchanges, defense and defense industry, economic
security, science and technology, and regional and
global issues. South Korea and India bilateral relations
were upgraded to a “Special Strategic Partnership”
during Prime Minister Modi's state visit in May 2015.
[South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Yonhap]

Thailand requests South Korea to improve
Korea Electronic Travel Authorization
screening

(oy) Thailand has requested South Korea to strengthen
the pre-entry screening process for visitors from visa-
waiver countries, the Korea Electronic Travel
Authorization (K-ETA). This comes after several Thai
citizens, who had obtained the K-ETA approval, were
denied entry into South Korea, causing Thai public
discontent.

Thailand believes that a stricter K-ETA screening
process will stop ineligible travelers from entering and
mitigate the risk of foreigners being denied entry upon
arrival. Yoon Chu-sok, Director-General for Consular
Affairs and Safety at South Korea's foreign ministry,
assured that measures are being taken to prevent any
inconvenience to “good-willed” travelers. He also
expressed hope for closer cooperation between South
Korea and Thailand to enhance people-to-people
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exchanges and friendly relations. [Yonhap] [South
Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Sri Lanka consults European Union
delegation on data protection action plan

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Technology engaged with
data protection consultants from the European Union
to develop a strategic plan for the country's Data
Protection Authority. Representatives from the EU's
Enhanced Data Protection & Data Flows project shared
insights on best practices and regulatory frameworks
from the EU, aiming to assist Sri Lanka in
strengthening its own data protection regime.
[Economy Next]

The exchange of knowledge is crucial for Sri Lanka as it
is in the early stages of regulating data privacy. The
Data Protection Authority was established in July last
year, and the State Minister emphasized the
importance of creating a robust action plan and
operational blueprint with measurable milestones to
ensure transparency, accountability, and the
establishment of a strong data protection framework
in Sri Lanka.

United States remains concerned over Sri
Lanka’s online law but encouraged by
amendment process

(Im) The United States has expressed concerns
regarding Sri Lanka's Online Safety Act (OSA), a
contentious law that was passed by Parliament this
January, citing potential repression of free speech and
impact on the digital economy. [Economy Next]

US Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public
Affairs, Elizabeth M. Allen, acknowledged ongoing
amendments to the legislation and called for
consultative dialogue involving various stakeholders.
US Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Julie Chung, echoed
concerns about the OSA's flawed process, broad
definitions, and potential chilling effect.

The OSA provides broad powers to an “Online Safety
Commission” including deciding on what constitutes as
“prohibited statements” and making recommendations
to internet service providers to remove such content
and disabling access for those deemed offenders. The
Act also includes a prohibition on “communicating a
false statement” which poses a threat to national


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-tjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-tji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-tji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-tjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-enjiil-l-tjh/

security, public health or public order or promotes
feelings of ill-will and hostility between different
classes of people or; voluntarily causes disturbance to
any assembly lawfully engaged in the performance of
religious worship or religious ceremonies.

Sri Lanka, Iran discuss bilateral
cooperation, settle oil debt

(Im) Sri Lanka's President Ranil Wickremesinghe and
Iran's visiting Minister of Foreign Affairs Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian held discussions on various topics,
including the Persian Gulf's significance in Indian
Ocean security and the ongoing Gaza conflict.
[Economy Next]

Of note, the two countries also announced that
Colombo would export tea worth USD 20 million to
Iran as part of a barter deal to partially settle its USD
251 million oil debts. The deal was agreed upon in
December 2021 but faced delays due to Sri Lanka's
economic crisis. The arrangement allows Iran to
acquire tea without using scarce hard currency, while
Sri Lanka, facing a shortage of foreign currency, can
settle its debts with a commodity it produces
abundantly. [South China Morning Post]

Taiwanese firms accused of supplying
Russia with weapons

(dqgl) Taiwanese (and Japanese) companies are facing
allegations of supplying Russia with tank parts through
China amid sanctions over Ukraine's war.

According to Nikkei Asia, a person linked to the
Belarusian government founded a firm in China’s
Guangdong province in 2022 after Russia's war in
Ukraine to purchase parts from Japanese and
Taiwanese companies, including motors, sensors and
other equipment needed to make tanks and other
weapons, to be later supplied to Moscow.

The parts were then sent to Belarusian arms maker
SALEO and the LLC Laboratory of Additive
Technologies and from there sent to Russian tank
maker UralVagonZavod for the production of T-72, T-
90 and other mainline Russian tanks. [Anadolu Agency]
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Taiwan, US deepen development
cooperation

(dqgl) On February 22, Taiwan envoy in the United
States Alexander Yui and Ingrid Larson, Managing
Director of the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) - the
de-facto U.S. embassy in Taiwan - signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) under which
the two sides will explore cooperation in international
development projects.

Covered by the agreement are projects in
infrastructure, climate change, energy, telecom,
agriculture, women’s empowerment, and healthcare.

Commenting on the MoU, Yui expressed Taiwan's hope
to participate in the high-quality projects managed by
the U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation (DFC), the U.S. government development
finance institution and agency that invests in
development projects primarily in lower and middle-
income countries. [Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office, USA] [Taipei Times]

Taiwanese lawmakers set up US Caucus

(dqgl) 72 members of Taiwan Legislative Yuan have
established a US Caucus with the aim to facilitate the
stable development of friendly relations with the US

The Causus is cochaired by two legislators from the
two largest parties in parliament, the Kuomintang
(KMT) and the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).

The Causus’ inauguration overlapped with a visit by
heavyweight US lawmakers, including Mike Gallagher
and Raja Krishnamoorthi, chairman and ranking
members respectively of the US House of
Representatives Select Committee on the Strategic
Competition Between the US and the Chinese
Communist Party (see article below). [Taipei Times]

Pentagon approves sale of military
equipment to Taiwan

(dgl) The potential sale to Taiwan of advanced tactical
data link system upgrade planning has been approved
by the US Pentagon on February 21.

Worth USD75 million and aimed at advancing Taiwan's
communications and network security, the package
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covers cross-domain solutions, high-assurance devices,
GPS receivers, communications equipment, technical
services and other related elements of logistics and
program support.

It marks the 13th approval of a weapons sale to Taiwan
under the administration of U.S. President Joe Biden
and the first since Taiwan's January 13 elections and
comes amid heightened tensions between Beijing and
Taipei over the Taiwan-controlled Kinmen islands (see
article above). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]
[Focus Taiwan]

In a separate move, Taiwanese aerospace company
Aerospace Industrial Development Corporation (AIDC)
has entered in a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with U.S. Northrop Grumman Corporation to
upgrade Taiwan's E-2K Hawkeye early-warning aircraft.

The strategic agreement, signed on February 23 at last
week’s Singapore Airshow 24, will pave the way for an
upgrade of the Air Force's six Hawkeyes, according to
the Taichung-based defense contractor, which added
that aircraft will play an important role in observing the
skies around Taiwan, and in providing key information
to the military, according to AIDC. [Aviation Week]

Meanwhile, a U.S. House delegation has urged to
allocate long-term budgets for annual shipments of
key material and coproducing arms in Taiwan to
address the backlog of American weapons deliveries to
Taiwan.

The statement was made by US Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Ranking Member of the House Select
Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the
U.S. and the Chinese Communist Party, on February
22.

Krishnamoorthi was part of a seven-member
delegation, that was visiting Taiwan last week for three
and was led by Representative Mike Gallagher, head of
the U.S. House Select Committee on the Chinese
Communist Party and well-known China hawk among
the U.S. lawmakers.

During their visit, the delegation met with President-
elect Lai Ching-te and President Tsai Ing-wen and
attended a banquet hosted by Taiwan Foreign Minister
Joseph Wu. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan, Somaliland discuss cooperation in
fisheries sector
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(dql) A delegation led by Rabi Sharif Abdi Mohamed,
the Minister of Fisheries and Coastal Development of
Somaliland, hopes for Taiwanese investments in the
East African country's fisheries sector.

This hope was exchanged with Taiwanese Vice Foreign
Minister Remus Chen during the delegation'’s visit to
Taiwan last week.

Chen, for his part, reaffirmed Taiwan’s readiness to
share its experiences in the sector with Somaliland.

While Taiwan and Somaliland do not have diplomatic
relations, representative offices were opened in each
other's capitals in 2020. [Taiwan News]

Thailand braces for potential refugee
influx from Myanmar amid military
conscription plans

(bk/Im) Thailand keeps bracing for a potential refugee
influx from neighboring Myanmar where the military
junta recently announced plans to draft 60,000 young
men and women yearly for military service under its
newly activated conscription law.

The conscription measure was activated on February
10 by order of the chairman of the ruling military
council, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, with call-ups
beginning after the April festival marking the country’s
traditional New Year [see AR No. 7, February/2024, 2].
This development has sparked concerns about
possible destabilizing effects by large-scale
displacement on Thailand's already strained resources
and infrastructure.

The seriousness of the situation is evident, with more
than 7,000 Myanmar nationals having applied for visas
at the Thai embassy in Yangon as February 22. The
embassy has doubled the daily online queue tickets to
800, yet bookings are full until March 1, with numbers
expected to rise. While Myanmar citizens can enter
Thailand visa-free for up to 14 days under the ASEAN
agreement, many are seeking longer stays. [Bangkok
Post 3]

In light of this, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin keeps
addressing rising concerns that the expected influx of
Burmese nationals could intensify competition for local
jobs. Srettha last week emphasized again the
importance of legal entry into the country and warned
of legal consequences for those entering illegally.
[Bangkok Post 2]
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Contrary to this, Thai list-MP from the opposition FAIR
Party, has urged the government to assist Myanmar
citizens fleeing to Thailand to avoid forced
conscription, emphasizing that these individuals are
not illegal immigrants but are escaping potential death
or conscription into the military. Of note, he suggested
that Myanmar citizens be allowed to work temporarily
to compensate for the labor shortfall after Myanmar's
government has temporarily halted exporting laborers
to Thailand. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-
nukara aims to start delivering humanitarian aid to
displaced people within Myanmar by early March,
using the Tak province border as a staging point. The
aid, including food and medical supplies, will be
distributed impartially by the Red Cross Societies of
Thailand and Myanmar, overseen by ASEAN's
humanitarian assistance body. [Thai PBS World]

China, Vietnam agree to review
regulations opening Beijing's market for
agricultural imports

(wn) Vietnam anticipates a surge in agricultural exports
to China following agreements reached during Deputy
Minister Tran Thanh Nam's recent trip to Beijing to
review regulations on poultry, fish, and fruit imports.
Currently, livestock products account for only 1
percent of Vietnam's agricultural exports to China, with
milk and milk products dominating. [Voice of America]

Singapore, Vietnam bilateral trade surges
to USD 2.16 billion in January

(wn) In January, Vietham emerged as Singapore's 10th
largest trading partner, with bilateral trade reaching
USD 2.16 billion, marking an increase of over 18
percent compared to the same period last year.
Vietnam ranked 8th among Singapore's export
markets, with exports totaling USD 1.66 billion, up
approximately 15 percent, while it was the 17th largest
import partner, with imports totaling USD 505 million,
reflecting a 30 percent increase. Notably, Vietnam's
exports to Singapore, particularly in iron and steel,
experienced significant growth, while imports,
including machinery, equipment, and mobile phones,
also saw notable increases. [Vietnam Plus]
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Viethamese automaker begins
construction of EV manufacturing plant in
India’s Tamil Nadu state

(wn) VinFast, a Vietnamese electric vehicle
manufacturer, has started building a factory in India’s
southern state of Tamil Nadu and hopes to start
production by the middle of next year, prioritizing
domestic sales initially and then expanding to exports.
The facility will cover 400 acres of land within the State
Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu, with
a projected production capacity of 150,000 vehicles
annually. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

In alignment with this initiative, VinFast, akin to Tesla,
has requested a temporary reduction in India's 100
percent import duty on fully-built EVs for two years to
introduce its products to the market. However, this
request has encountered opposition from domestic
automakers.

Viethamese migrants rescued from lorry
in United Kingdom

(wn) Security personnel in East Sussex, United
Kingdom, recently discovered seven Vietnamese
migrants trapped in the back of a lorry after they were
heard banging on the walls for help. The migrants were
freed from the lorry and subsequently taken to the
hospital for medical attention. Among them, four
remained hospitalized, with one individual reported to
be in critical condition. [Vietnam Plus] [Daily Mail]

Announcements

Upcoming online events
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28 February 2024 @ 1:00-2:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Bruegel,
Belgium

Unity in power, power in unity: why the
EU needs more integrated electricity
markets

At this event, Bruegel will present a new Bruegel paper
on the future of the European single electricity market.
The paper will shed light on the multiple benefits
provided by enhanced EU energy market integration
going forward.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].

28 February 2024 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-5), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Empowering Every Child: Unveiling the
Success Sequence Model for Success in
Both School and Life

Join the experts on February 28 as experts delve into
implementation details and provide actionable steps to
empower children with the success sequence.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].

28 February 2024 @ 10:00-10:45 a.m. (GMT-5),
United States Institute of Peace, USA

Advancing Peaceful and Democratic
Transitions in Africa

Join USIP for a conversation with Chad’s new Prime
Minister Succés Masra on pathways to strengthen civic
space and political participation ahead of Chad's
general elections planned for this year. The discussion
will also look at how Chad’s transition might inform
other political transitions throughout Africa.

For more information, visit [USIP].

28 February 2024 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Hong Kong's New Security Law: Assessing
Article 23
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Join the Freeman Chair for a roundtable discussion of
Article 23, implications for Hong Kong's business
environment and civil society, and how Washington
and partners might respond.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

28 February 2024 @ 2:00-3:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, USA

Is This the Moment to Renew Global
Governance? Prospects for the UN
Summit of the Future

Join Carnegie for a timely conversation about the
purpose of and prospects for global governance

renewal at the UN Summit of the Future.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

28 February 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

Georgia’'s European opportunity
Salome Zourabichvili, President of Georgia, examines
prospects for upcoming elections and foreign

relations.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

28 February 2024 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

Who is winning in the Black Sea?
The aim of this event is to examine how the Russian
invasion of Ukraine has redefined the security

landscape of the Black Sea region.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

28 February 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

11th Annual US-Mexico Security
Conference: Preventing and Combating
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lllicit Trade

Join this event for the first panel of the 11th Annual US-
Mexico Security Conference where panelists will
discuss topics including the diversity of goods passing
between the US and Mexico, and strategies to combat
and unravel these networks.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

28 February 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

Kennan Long View Series | The Political
Landscape in Russia

In this Long View conversation, Michael Kimmage will
interview Maria Lipman about the political landscape

in Russia.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

28 February 2024 @ 5:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic
Council, USA

Bolstering cooperation among Quad and
Pacific Island countries

A discussion on strengthening and expanding
cooperation among Australia, India, Japan, the United
States, and Pacific Island countries.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

29 February 2024 @ 4:30-5:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Center
for a New American Security, USA

Make Room Study Session | Deep Dive:
Think Tanks

The conversation will outline the different types of
research think tanks—how they operate, the types of
research and business roles available for young
professionals, and the ways think tank professionals
impact national security policy. The panelists will
address what daily work at a think tank looks like and
outline some of the benefits and drawbacks they have
experienced working for their respective organizations.
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For more information, visit [CNAS].

29 February 2024 @ 4:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
International Crisis Group, Belgium

Regional Ripples: The Gaza War’s Spillover
in the Middle East

In this online event Crisis Group experts will share their
perspectives on how the War in Gaza is affecting
regional dynamics in the Middle East.

For more information, visit [Crisis Group].

29 February 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-5), The
Henry L. Stimson Center, USA

Taking Stock of US Child Soldier
Prevention Efforts

The event will highlight the CSPA's potential as a child
soldier prevention tool, examine its application and
impact to date, and consider opportunities to
strengthen the law's implementation in the years to
come.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

29 February 2024 @ 1:30-2:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

DoD's Warfighting Concept with the Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Join the CSIS International Security Program and the
U.S. Naval Institute for a Maritime Security Dialogue
event featuring ADM Christopher Grady, USN, Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. ADM Grady

and RADM Raymond A. Spicer, USN (Ret.), chief
executive officer and publisher, U.S. Naval Institute,
will discuss how the Navy is helping to implement Joint
Warfighting Concept 3.0, a renewed framework for
addressing emerging threats and protecting America’s
interests abroad.

For more information, visit [CSIS].
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29 February 2024 @ 11:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Navigating the Seas with Admiral Lisa
Franchetti, Chief of Naval Operations of
the U.S. Navy

Join the Center for Strategic and International Studies
for a virtual Smart Women, Smart Power conversation
with Admiral Lisa Franchetti, Chief of Naval Operations
of the U.S. Navy. Admiral Franchetti will sit down

with Dr. Kathleen MclInnis, Director of the Smart
Women, Smart Power Initiative, for a discussion on the
U.S. Navy's priorities as they operate far forward,
around the world and around the clock, from seabed
to space, in cyberspace, and in the information
environment to promote our nation’s prosperity and
security, deter aggression, and provide options to our
nation’s leaders.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

29 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Russia’s Religious Persecution and
Misinformation in Ukraine

Join the Center for Strategic & International Studies for
a timely and crucial discussion to shed light on the
topic of Russia’s religious persecution in Ukraine
against various religious groups that do not align with
the Kremlin's political agenda, and seek practical
solutions to hold Russia accountable.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

29 February 2024 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

China’s Economy: Has THE Crisis Started?

At this online event, the experts will find answers to
the questions: Are we witnessing the early days of an
emerging full-blown economic crisis, is this just a
deeper than an unusual cyclical downturn, or are the
worries vastly overblown? How should international
investors and other governments respond?

For more information, visit [CSIS].
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29 February 2024 @ 5:00-6:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, USA

A Report Card for Korean Digital
Leadership

Join Dasom Lee, Mallory Knodel, Naomi Wilson,
Michael R. Nelson, and Evan A. Feigenbaum for the
launch of this new compilation and an in-depth
analysis of where South Korea is succeeding, where it
is falling short, and how its efforts compare to those in
Malaysia, Japan, and the United States.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

29 February 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Governing Gaza After the War

Seeking viewpoints from Israeli, Palestinian, regional,
and global actors revealed differing and sometimes
opposing answers to these questions, and challenged
the assumptions of earlier discussions of a “day after”
in which Israel would simply withdraw from Gaza. Join
Amr Hamzawy, director of the Middle East Program,
and Nathan J. Brown, senior non-resident fellow for a
multifaceted discussion on the possible futures of
governance of Gaza.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

29 February 2024 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT), Chatham
House, UK

Niger’'s coup and regional security
implications

This event is part of the Cross-Border Conflict
Evidence, Policy and Trends (XCEPT) research program,
funded by UK International Development. Experts will
discuss recent developments in Niger and
transnational conflict dynamics across the Sahel.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

29 February 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-1:15 p.m. (GMT),
Chatham House, UK
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Attacks in the Red Sea

In this event, Yemen experts and policymakers will
discuss the impact and trajectory of the instability in
the Red Sea followed by an interview with General
Tareq Saleh, Presidential Leadership Council (PLC).

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

29 February 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

A Conversation with Interior Minister
Ménica Palencia on Ecuador’s Security
Crisis

Join the Latin America Program for a special
conversation with Ecuador’s interior minister, Ménica
Palencia, on Ecuador’s security strategy, including
proposed legal reforms, and the role of the
international community in addressing transnational
crime in the Americas.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

29 February 2024 @ 3:00 -4:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Wilson
Center, USA

11th Annual US-Mexico Security
Conference: Challenges Facing the Next
President of Mexico

In this online-only portion of our 11th Annual US-
Mexico Security Conference, Mexico Institute Global
Fellow Gema Kloppe-Santamaria will lead a panel
discussion with security experts on the challenges
facing the next Mexican President.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

29 February 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic
Council, USA

The state of democracy in Africa
The Africa Center brings together top experts to

discuss the African vision for democracy and
sustainable peace on the continent.
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For more information, visit [Atlantic Council]. Atlantic
Council.

4 March 2024 @ 12:00-1:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Belfer
Center, USA

Energy Policy Seminar: "U.S. International
Climate and Energy Policy"

Join the event for an Energy Policy Seminar featuring
Sarah Ladislaw, Special Assistant to the President and
Senior Director for Climate and Energy of the U.S.
National Security Council. Ladislaw will give a talk on
"U.S. International Climate and Energy Policy."

For more information, visit [Belfer].

4 March 2024 @ 4:00 -5:30 p.m. (GMT-5), Wilson
Center, USA

The Project-State and Its Rivals: A New
History of the Twentieth and Twenty-First
Centuries

The Washington History Seminar is co-chaired by Eric
Arnesen (George Washington University) and Christian
Ostermann (Woodrow Wilson Center) and is organized
jointly by the American Historical Association and the
Woodrow Wilson Center's History and Public Policy
Program. It meets weekly during the academic

year. The seminar thanks its anonymous individual
donors and institutional partners (the George
Washington University History Department) for their
continued support.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

4 March 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic
Council, USA

Women, peace, and security in a shifting
security landscape

Join the Atlantic Council's Transatlantic Security
Initiative, in the Scowcroft Center for Strategy and
Security, and Our Secure Future: Women Make the
Difference, for a hybrid public event, discussing today’s
geopolitical challenges and examining security through
a gender lens.
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For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

5 March 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT), The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, , UK

Transatlantic Cooperation on China - In
Search of an Endgame

The conclusions of a research project supported by the
Carnegie Corporation of New York that interviewed
scores of policymakers to evaluate allies’ attempts to
align China policy in the areas of economics, security
and global governance, are presented in a paper
entitled Transatlantic Cooperation on China - In
Search of an Endgame’. The paper will be launched at
this webinar, followed by a discussion with the
authors.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

5 March 2024 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+2), Finnish
Institute of International Affairs, Finland

China’s strategies for the green transition:
domestic developments and their foreign
policy nexus

This webinar is the third in a series of ‘FIIA Spotlight on
Energy Transition’ events looking at the fundamental
transformations taking place in energy systems.

For more information, visit [FIIA].

5 March 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT+1), International
Crisis Group, Belgium

The Taliban’s Neighbourhood and
Regional Diplomacy with Afghanistan

In this event, Crisis Group will discuss its recent report
“The Taliban's Neighbourhood: Regional Diplomacy
with Afghanistan”, which looks at the ways
governments across the region are engaging with the
de facto authorities on pressing issues such as cross-
border militancy and water-sharing while exploring
economic opportunities to get trucks, trains, railcars,
gas, and electricity moving across borders.
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For more information, visit [Crisis Group].

5 March 2024 @ 12:30-2:15 p.m. (GMT+1), Bruegel,
Belgium

Sustainable Transitions: unraveling the
complex threads of global economic and
personal change

At this event experts will discuss the significant effects
of the climate transition on people in various regions,
starting with the major trends highlighted in the most
recent EBRD Transition Report.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].

Recent book releases

Denisa Kostovicova, Reconciliation by Stealth: How
People Talk about War Crimes, Cornell University
Press, 399 pages, published May 15, 2023, For a
review, see [LSE Review of Books].

Eliot Borenstein, Soviet Self-Hatred: The Secret
Identities of Postsocialism in Contemporary Russia,
Cornell University Press, 204 pages, published June 15,
2023, For a review, see [Foreign Affairs Review of
Books].

Nabila Ramdani, Fixing France: How to Repair a
Broken Republic, PublicAffairs, 352 pages, published
September 26, 2023, For a review, see [Foreign Affairs
Review of Books].

Alberto Toscano, Late Fascism: Race, Capitalism and
the Politics of Crisis, Verso, 224 pages, published
October 24, 2023, For a review, see [LSE Review of
Books].

Rochelle Terman, The Geopolitics of Shaming: When
Human Rights Pressure Works—and When It
Backfires, Princeton University Press, 216 pages,
published October 31, 2023, For a review, see [Foreign
Affairs Review of Books].

Nicholas F. Jacobs & Daniel Shea, The Rural Voter:
The Politics of Place and the Disuniting of America,
Columbia University Press, 488 pages, published
November 21, 2023, For a review, see [Foreign Affairs
Review of Books].
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Calls

The National Changhua University of Education,
Taiwan, invites paper proposals for its Twenty-First
International Conference on Technology, Knowledge,
and Society on “Learning from Artificial Intelligence:
Pedagogical Futures and Transformative
Possibilities,” to be held on April 25-26, 2025, in
Changhua City, Taiwan. The advance abstract
submission deadline is June 25, 2024, the late abstract
submission deadline is March 25, 2025. For more
information, see [techandsoc.com].

The Erasmus School of Law invites paper proposals
for its conference “Law, Regulation and Technology:
Healthy, Sustainable, and Safe Smart Cities” to be
held on 26-27 June 2024. The deadline for abstract
submission is March 25, 2024. For more information,
see [Erasmus School of Law].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks
an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,
or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.
Applications are accepted until open until filled. More
information is provided at [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Assistant NPSA5-Youth
Development Delegates to be based in Algiers,
Algeria. Applications are accepted until March 7, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Finance Associate to be based in
Bridgetown, Barbados. Applications are accepted until
March 8, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in
Remote. Work. Applications are accepted until March
10, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Special Skills Analyst (SSA) for Public
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Finance Management (PFM) Secretariat - Economic
Cluster to be based in Juba, South Sudan. Applications
are accepted until March 1, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Associate to be based in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Applications are accepted until
March 10, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Data
Analyst & Beneficiary Information Management
System Associate to be based in Zambia. Applications
are accepted until March 7, 2024. More information is
provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Junior
Digital Forensics Investigator to be based in Nairobi,
Kenya. Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024.
More information is provided at [WEP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Administration Officer to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until March 6,
2024. More information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Data
Assurance Officer to be based in Munich, Germany
and Rome, Italy. Applications are accepted until March
18, 2024. More information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Communications Officer to be based in Brazil.
Applications are accepted until March 11, 2024. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Child Protection Specialist to be based in
Damascus, Syria. Applications are accepted until March
9, 2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Pharmaceutical Products Quality Assurance
Consultant to be based in Afghanistan. Applications
are accepted until March 5, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Child Protection Design and Partnership
Consultant to be based in Fiji. Applications are
accepted until March 8, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Social Policy Specialist to be based in Nairobi,
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Kenya. Applications are accepted until March 17, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Information Communication Technology to be
based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Applications are
accepted until March 10, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Public Health Support Officer (Epidemiology), to be
based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted
until March 8, 2024. More information is provided at
[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
External Relations/Resource Mobhilization (EXR)
Officer to be based in Lilongwe, Malawi. Applications
are accepted until March 24, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a NPO
- Programme Operations Officer to be based in
Jakarta, Indonesia. Applications are accepted until
March 8, 2024. More information is provided at [WHQO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
National Communication Consultant to be based in
Bucharest, Romania. Applications are accepted until
March 8, 2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Coordinator to be based in New Delhi,
India. Applications are accepted until March 14, 2024.
More information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Sanctions Expert to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until October 22,
2024. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Finance and Budget Assistant to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until
March 24, 2024. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Programme Management Assistant to be based in
New York, United States. Applications are accepted
until March 24, 2024. More information is provided at
[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Human Resources Officer to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until April 8,
2024. More information is provided at [UN].
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The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Reviser (French) to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until April 3, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Climate Analyst to be based in Kenya and Jordan
Applications are accepted until July 22, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Legal Assistant, Children’s Legal Services Program
to be based in United States. Applications are
accepted until April 22, 2024. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Humanitarian Content and Social Media Advisor to
be based in Ireland and United Kingdom. Applications
are accepted until July 22, 2024. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Employment Specialist to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until April 22, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Global Data Scientist, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until July 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Coordinator to be based in Mongolia.
Applications are accepted until March 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [FAQ].
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Economist (Policy Analysis) to be based in Rome,
Italy. Applications are accepted until March 15, 2024.
More information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Environmental, Social Assessment and
Information System Safeguards Specialist, to be
based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted
until March 15, 2024. More information is provided at
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Phytosanitary Standard Setting Specialist to be
based in Rome, Italy. Applications are accepted until
March 16, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Coordinator to be based in Mongolia.
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Applications are accepted until March 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [FAQ].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks an Information Security Officer to be based in
Valencia, Spain. Applications are accepted until March
7,2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Programme Coordinator, to be based in
Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo. Applications
are accepted until March 10, 2024. More information is
provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Head of Project Support Unit to be based in
Kigali, Rwanda. Applications are accepted until March
7,2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks an Associate Project Officer, Case
Management to be based in Doha, Qatar. Applications
are accepted until March 7, 2024. More information is
provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Project Officer (Communications) to be
based in Warsaw, Poland. Applications are accepted
until March 7, 2024. More information is provided at
[LOM].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Lead Waveform
Analyst, to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications
are accepted until March 27, 2024. More information is
provided at [CTBTO].
The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks Maintenance Engineer,
to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are
accepted until March 24, 2024. More information is
provided at [CTBTO]

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Senior Policy and
Programme Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Finance and
Accounting Officer, to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [CTBTO].
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The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks an Associate Budget
and Planning IT Officer, to be based in Vienna,
Austria. Applications are accepted until March 10,
2024. More information is provided at [CTBTO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Partnerships Analyst to be based in
Manila, Philippines. Applications are accepted until
March 10, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Communications Senior Officer to
be based in United States. Applications are accepted
until March 15, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Management - Senior
Officer to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam. Applications are
accepted until March 10, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNOPS].
The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Intergovernmental Affairs
Specialist to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until March 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Operations Specialist to be based
in Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are accepted until
February 29, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNOPS].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Chief of Party to be based in Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso. Applications are accepted until not specified.
More information is provided at [FHI 360].
The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Program Officer | - Teacher Engagement and
Exchanges to be based in Washington DC, United
States. Applications are accepted until not specified.
More information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Monitoring, Evaluating, Adapting, Learning, and
Data System Strengthening Advisor to be based in
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Applications are accepted
until not specified. More information is provided at
[EHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks an
Assistant Program Officer to be based in Addis
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Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until not
specified. More information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Family Health International (FHI 360) seeks a
Reporting Officer to be based in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
Applications are accepted until not specified. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

California State University in California, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor, Interdisciplinary Studies. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [California State University].

California State University in California, United
States is inviting applications for a Temporary Faculty
Pool, Sociology. Application submission deadline is
open until February 29, 2024. For more details, see
[California State University].

California State University in California, United
States is inviting applications for a Temporary Faculty
Pool, Political Science. Application submission
deadline is open until February 29, 2024. For more
details, see [California State University].

California State University, Sacramento in
California, United States is inviting applications for a
Tenure Track Faculty - Criminal Justice/Corrections.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [California State University].

Westfield State University in Massachusetts, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor Criminal Justice, Corrections, or
Institutional Corrections / Tenure Track. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Westfield State University]

Eastern Kentucky University in Kentucky, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor (Sociology). Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[Eastern Kentucky University]

Saint Mary's College of California in California State,
United States is inviting applications for an
Assistant/Associate Adjunct Faculty in Ethnic
Studies. Application submission deadline is open until
March 11, 2024. For more details, see [Saint Mary's
College of California]

Memorial University of Newfoundland in St. John's,
Newfoundland & Labrador (CA) is inviting applications
for a Full Professor, Headship, Department of
Sociology. Application submission deadline is open
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until filled. For more details, see [Memorial University
of Newfoundland].

The United States Military Academy (USMA) in West
Point, New York is inviting applications for an
Assistant or Associate Professor - Sustainability,
Environmental Science, Geography, Climate
Studies. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [USMA].

University of Detroit Mercy in Michigan, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of Political Science. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[University of Detroit Mercy]

Simmons University in Massachusetts, United States
is inviting applications for a Lecturer, Department of
Politics and Policy. Application submission deadline is
not specified. For more details, see_[Simmons
University]

College of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts, United
States is inviting applications for a Visiting Full-Time
Faculty Position in Political Science (Comparative
Politics). Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [College of the Holy
Cross]

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in Hong Kong
is inviting applications for a Global Search for Chair
Professors / Professors / Associate Professors /
Assistant Professors / Research Assistant
Professors. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University]

Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor of
Environmental Studies. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[Dickinson College].

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in Hong Kong
is inviting applications for a Presidential Young
Scholars Scheme. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University]

Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor and
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Food Justice.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Oberlin College].
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Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Two-year Visiting Assistant
Professor of Asian American Studies. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Williams College]

Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
English, Romanticism. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[Williams College]

Monmouth University in New Jersey, United States is
inviting applications for an Adjunct, Human
Development. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Monmouth
University]

Texas A&M International University (TAMIU) in
Texas, United States is inviting applications for an
Assistant Professor of Social Psychology. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [TAMIU].

University of Idaho in Idaho, United States is inviting
applications for a Regular Faculty - Criminology.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [University of Idaho]

Williams College in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Rank open professor in
Queer of Color Critique, additional interest in
Disability Studies/Crip Theory, and/or Feminist
Technoscience Studies, and/or Migration.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Williams College]

Center for Retirement Research at Boston College
in United States is inviting applications for a 2024
Grant and Fellowship Programs. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Center for Retirement Research at Boston
College]

Arcadia University in Glenside, Pennsylvania is
inviting applications for a Visiting Assistant
Professor, Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is open until March 15, 2024. For more
details, see [Arcadia University]

Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
Sport Psychology. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Florida State
University]
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Bates College in Lewiston, Maine is inviting
applications for a Visiting Assistant Professor of
History. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [Bates College]

Auburn University in Alabama, United States is
inviting applications for a Development Programs
Administrator- Human Sciences. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Auburn University]

The Program in Asian American Studies (ASAM) at
Penn in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a Panda Express Postdoctoral
Fellowship in Asian American Studies. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [University of Pennsylvanial.

The University of Chicago in Chicago, lllinois is
inviting applications for an Instructional Professor -
Sociology. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [The University of
Chicago]

The University of Chicago in Chicago, Illinois is
inviting applications for an Instructional Professor -
Political Science. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [The University
of Chicago]

The University of Chicago in Chicago, lllinois is
inviting applications for an Instructional Professor -
Psychology. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [The University of
Chicago]

Harvard University in Massachusetts, United States is
inviting applications for a Lecturer or Senior Lecturer
in Spiritual Care. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Harvard
University]

Middlebury College in Vermont, United States is
inviting applications for Mellon Humanities for All
Times Post-Doctoral Fellowship. Application
submission deadline is open until May 1, 2024. For
more details, see [Middlebury College]

University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, North
Dakota (US) is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of English. Application submission deadline
is open until March 18, 2024. For more details, see
[University of North Dakota]

Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, United States
is inviting applications for the Guarini Dean’s
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Dissertation and Postdoctoral Fellowship in Asian
American Studies. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Dartmouth
College]

The University of Washington School of Law in
Seattle, Washington State is inviting applications for a
Visiting or Acting Assistant Professor and
Residential Legal Fellow. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see [The
University of Washington].

University of North Carolina at Pembroke in
Pembroke, North Carolina is inviting applications for a
Lecturer in Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[University of North Carolina at Pembroke]

University of South Carolina in South Carolina,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of History and African American Studies.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of South

Carolina] California Polytechnic State University in
San Luis Obispo, California is inviting applications for
an Assistant Professor in Modern. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [California Polytechnic State University]

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Bintang Wicaksono Ajie (ba),
Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql),
Fateen Farhan (ff), Felicitas Diecke (fd), Jason Wang (jw),
Joseph Black (jb), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen (ms),
Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Minty Gow (mg), Nang Su Thiri
Win (nw), Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm), Saranya Setthi, Saw
Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Teerada Thammapoonphol (tt), Tomwit
Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn),
Wutyi Aung (wa), Yudo Rahmadiyansyah (yr)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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