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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates England's Saint
George Day, the Netherlands' King's Day, Sierra Leone's
Republic Day, South Africa's Freedom Day and Togo's
Independence Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: First quarter GDP growth surpasses
expectations

(ms) China's National Bureau of Statistics reported a
5.3 percent year-on-year growth in Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) for the first quarter of 2024, surpassing
the expectancies of analysts. This growth, which
exceeds the 4.6 percent estimate, indicates a robust
start for the world's second-largest economy. However
ongoing challenges remain.

Key drivers of the growth include a strong
performance in industrial production, which increased
by 6.1 percent compared to the same period last year.
High-tech manufacturing, particularly in areas such as
3D printing equipment and electric vehicle charging
stations, experienced significant expansion. However,
retail sales growth remained stagnant at 4.7 percent,



indicating subdued consumer confidence. A persistent
problem for the Chinese economy, which was even
more clearly reflected in the stagnation of the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), indicating that the Chinese
economy is unable to stimulate domestic consumption
(see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3).

Additionally, the property market, one of the former
drivers of China's economy, continued to face
challenges. Property investment declined by 9.5
percent year-on-year in the first quarter, reflecting
ongoing weaknesses in this sector. In the view of
analysts this development is unlikely to change in the
foreseeable future, especially as the government's
approach to highly indebted property developers has
changed as it stopped financial support and perhaps
even allow them to be liquidated (see entry below).

Another persisting challenge is the weak job prospects
and economic uncertainty attributed to sluggish
consumer spending, with retail sales growth slowing to
3.1 percent in March.

Despite these challenges, China's government remains
committed to its growth targets, aiming for around 5
percent GDP growth for 2024. To achieve this goal,
policymakers have implemented fiscal and monetary
measures to stimulate infrastructure investment and
boost domestic demand.

However, the need for larger policy adjustment
remains as foreign investors have shown caution amid
regulatory crackdowns and uncertainties surrounding
China's long-term economic outlook. Foreign direct
investment has declined in recent months, reflecting
concerns over regulatory risks and market
uncertainties (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3).

While the first-quarter GDP growth exceeded
expectations, analysts emphasize the need for a more
balanced growth strategy. Structural imbalances,
particularly between manufacturing-driven growth and
consumer spending, pose risks to long-term
sustainability. [Associated Press] [Caixin Global] [CNBC]
[CNN] [Financial Times] [Global Times] [National
Bureau of Statistics]

China: Next developer faces winding-up
petition

(ms) Hang Seng Bank has filled a winding-up petition
against Times China Holdings in Hong Kong's High
Court. The petition, citing financial obligations totaling
USD 266 million, prompted not only a steep decline in
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Times China's share prices, but further indicates the
severity of China's real-estate crisis.

Times China, a Guangdong-based developer, now finds
itself grappling with the imminent threat of liquidation,
as creditors seek to recoup funds amidst the country's
ongoing property crisis. With the first hearing
scheduled for July 3, the company faces a critical
juncture in its efforts to stave off insolvency. Times
China's reported 72 per cent drop in contracted sales
for the first quarter of 2024 underscores the severity of
the challenges facing the company.

In response to the petition, Times China has expressed
its intention to vigorously oppose the legal action while
simultaneously pursuing discussions with offshore
creditors regarding a potential restructuring plan. The
outcome of these negotiations will be crucial in
determining the company's future trajectory and its
ability to weather the current economic downturn.

The filing comes amid a broader trend of financial
strain within China's real estate sector, with developers
one after another collapsing under their immense debt
burden. The most prominent cases are the developers
Evergrande (see AR No. 5, January/2024, 5) and
Country Garden (see AiR No. 10, March/2024, 1) which
both are facing liquidation orders and petitions
respectively. At the beginning of April, the Shanghai-
based developer Shimao Group Holdings was the next
victim. The case of Shimao, in which the petition was
filed by a Chinese state-owned bank, reinforces the

observation that the Chinese government is no longer
providing bailouts or a protective hand, but is itself
taking stronger action against indebted developers or
letting them be liquidated (see AiR No. 15, April/2024,
2). [Bloomberg] [Nikkei Asia] [South China Morning
Post] [The World Street Journal]

Given that all the petitions were issued in Hong Kong,
the question is whether they will be recognized and
enforced in the mainland when finalized. Which would
probably be the final nail in the coffin for the
developers listed above and other developers with
serious liabilities. In general, liquidation orders issued
in Hong Kong are not automatically enforceable in
mainland China. Hong Kong operates under its own
legal system, which is separate from mainland China's
legal system, under the “one country, two system”
approach.

If a liquidation order is issued against a Chinese
developer in Hong Kong, and there are assets or
entities in mainland China that need to be dealt with,
separate legal proceedings would typically be required
in mainland China to enforce the order. This might
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involve seeking recognition and enforcement of the
Hong Kong order through the mainland Chinese
courts. While the necessary recognition was unlikely in
the past, it has become more likely than ever under
China's new and tougher stance towards its
developers, but it remains to be seen how the Chinese
courts will rule.

China: Hong Kong regulator launches
probe into PwC over Evergrande audits

(ms) Hong Kong's audit regulator, the Accounting and
Financial Reporting Council (AFRC), has announced a
fresh investigation into Auditor
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) over concerns raised in
a whistleblower report regarding its auditing practices
with Chinese real estate giant Evergrande.

The whistleblower report, allegedly authored by a
group of PwC partners and circulated in Chinese
media, accuses the firm of significant deficiencies in its
systems of quality management and the quality of its
audits for developer Evergrande. The AFRC's move
highlights the gravity of these allegations.

The anonymous letter, written in Chinese, points to
various alleged shortcomings in PwC's audit
procedures, including the failure to establish and
maintain an effective system of quality control and
compliance with professional standards. Additionally, it
alleges inadequacies in personnel assignment and
client relationship management, particularly
concerning Evergrande, the world's most indebted
property developer.

Evergrande's default in late 2021, with liabilities
exceeding USD 300 billion, which just recently find its
current peak in the liquidation order by a Hong Kong
court (see AiR No. 5, January/2024, 5), and founder Hui
Ka Yan facing legal measures amid suspicions of
involvement in unspecified crimes (see AiR No. 12,
March/2024, 3). PwC, which had audited Evergrande
for over a decade, resigned from its role in 2023
amidst mounting controversies.

PwC swiftly denounced the anonymous letter, labeling
it inaccurate and containing false allegations that could
tarnish its reputation and infringe upon its legal rights.
However, the firm pledged to conduct a thorough
investigation into the matter.

The AFRC's decision to investigate adds to the
mounting regulatory scrutiny faced by PwC and
Evergrande. Both entities have been under
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investigation since 2021, with allegations ranging from
financial mismanagement to inflated revenue
reporting.

As the investigation unfolds, stakeholders await clarity
on the extent of PwC's involvement in the Evergrande
debacle and the potential repercussions for both
parties. The outcome of the probe could have
significant implications for audit practices and
regulatory oversight within the Chinese property
market. [AFP] [Financial Times] [Reuters]

China: Acquisition of high-end Nvidia
chips despite US sanctions

(ms) According to exclusive reports by Reuters, Chinese
entities were able to acquire high-end Nvidia artificial
intelligence chips, despite the United States imposing
sanctions to restrict such technology from reaching the
country.

The findings, based on the analysis of hundreds of
tender documents, indicate that ten Chinese entities
obtained advanced Nvidia chips embedded within
server products from companies like Super Micro
Computer Inc., Dell Technologies Inc., and Taiwan's
Gigabyte Technology Co Ltd. These acquisitions
occurred following the U.S. expansion of its embargo
on chip sales to China on November 17, aimed at
imposing more stringent licensing rules.

While the U.S. prohibits Nvidia and its partners from
directly selling advanced chips to China, transactions
within China remain legal. The purchases, completed
between November 20 last year and February 28 this
year, included servers containing some of Nvidia's
most sophisticated chips.

Questions arise regarding the source of these chips
and whether they were diverted to China without the
manufacturer's knowledge. Nvidia claims that the
tender specifications referred to products exported
and widely available before the tightened restrictions.

U.S. officials have expressed concerns about the
potential military applications of these chips,
suggesting they could contribute to the modernization
of China's defense forces and the development of
advanced weapons systems. [Reuters]

China: Apple was ordered to remove
WhatsApp and Threads from the App
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Store

(ms) China's Cyberspace Administration has instructed
Apple to remove several messaging apps, including
WhatsApp and Threads, from its app store.

Apple has confirmed the removal of these apps, stating
its obligation to adhere to local laws in countries where
it operates, despite any disagreement. While the
specific nature of the security concerns remains
unspecified, the move reflects China's broader efforts
to regulate online content and restrict access to
platforms deemed politically sensitive.

WhatsApp and Threads, both owned by Meta, were
already blocked in China, with users resorting to virtual
private networks (VPNs) to access them. The removal
from Apple's app store further restricts access for
Chinese users, impacting communication with
individuals outside the country.

This move is part of a broader pattern of internet
regulation in China, where foreign apps and websites
face restrictions or bans as part of efforts to maintain
control over online discourse and suppress
oppositions.

The removal of WhatsApp and Threads comes amidst
escalating tensions between the United States and
China over technology and trade and progressing
plans by the US government to ban the Chinese-owned
app TikTok. [CNN] [The Guardian] [The New York
Times] [The Wall Street Journal]

China: Huawei unveils Pura 70 Series amid
ongoing US-led sanctions

(ms) Huawei Technologies has launched its latest
smartphone series, the Pura 70, amid speculation
regarding the capabilities of its chips and the potential
implications for US-led sanctions. The announcement
follows the Mate 60 Pro launch last year (see AiR No.
36, September/2023, 1) further intensifying the
questions about Huawei's ability to navigate trade
restrictions and the effectiveness of these restrictions
in general.

The Pura 70 series, including the Ultra and Pro models,
has garnered attention despite Huawei's silence on
chip specifics. Analysts believe the series will feature
Huawei's Kirin chips, reflecting the company's self-
reliance amid trade restrictions.
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The launch evokes memories of the Mate 60 Pro
release in August 2023, celebrated by Huawei and the
Chinese officials online as a triumph over US sanctions.
Despite restrictions, Huawei introduced the Kirin
9000S chip, manufactured by Semiconductor
Manufacturing International Corporation (SMIC).

The Mate 60 Pro's success propelled Huawei to reclaim
its position as China's leading smartphone vendor,
showecasing the country's push for technological
resilience and questions the efficacy of US sanctions.
[Nikkei Asia] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Three-year strategy to strengthen
digital workforce unveiled

(ms) China has unveiled a three-year action plan aimed
at addressing the shortage of skilled digital workers
crucial for its technological advancement and
competitiveness in the global arena. The plan
encompasses various measures to train domestic and
attract foreign talent in key digital sectors such as big
data, artificial intelligence, smart manufacturing,
integrated circuits, and data security.

The initiative aims to accelerate human resource
development tailored to the demands of the digital
economy, echoing President Xi Jinping's vision of
fostering "new productive forces" characterized by
advanced technology and efficiency. It is seen as
another measure by the Chinese government to
counter US-led technology export restrictions and
secure the needed high-tech self-sufficiency.

China faces significant workforce deficits in hi-tech
sectors like semiconductor manufacturing and artificial
intelligence. Reports indicate a shortage of qualified
candidates, posing challenges for industries reliant on
digital expertise. To address this, the plan emphasizes
the introduction of professional titles, specialized
training programs, and improved interdisciplinary
education.

Additionally, local governments are encouraged to
provide incentives and support mechanisms to attract
and retain digital workers, including housing benefits
and employment opportunities for spouses. [South
China Morning Post]

China: Rare salary hike in diplomats’
salaries might signal political shift
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(ms) According to a South China Morning Post
exclusive report have Chinese diplomats stationed
abroad seen a significant increase in their salaries, with
wages rising by more than USD 1,000 per month
across the board.

The pay hikes are said to apply universally to officials
serving in Chinese embassies and consulates
worldwide, regardless of their posting location or rank.
However, officials engaged in foreign relations within
China do not benefit from this salary adjustment.

One explanation of analysts suggest that the salary
increase may aim to stabilize the diplomatic corps
amidst leadership changes after former foreign
minister Qin Gang was replaced by Wang Yi after only 6
months in office for reasons not yet officially known
(see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4).

Another explanation might be a stronger focus on
foreign relations and accordingly Beijing's recognition
of the diplomatic corps' role in China's strategic
objectives. [South China Morning Post]

China: Execution of scientist for espionage
revealed by government

(ms) A disclosure by Chinese authorities has shed light
on the execution of scientist Huang Yu for espionage.
Huang was convicted in 2015 for selling state secrets to
the United States, with his execution taking place in
2016. The revelation, made through a state-produced
documentary and subsequent media coverage,
highlights China's stronger stance on foreign
espionage.

Huang, a former computer technician working in a
research institute specializing in cryptography in
Chengdu, allegedly sold sensitive military codes and
other classified information to foreign intelligence
agencies from 2002 to 2011. His actions were reported
to have endangered national security and
compromised proprietary algorithms crucial to China's
defense infrastructure.

The documentary, "Led by Innovation, National
Security Sharpens the Sword," aired on April 15,
outlines Huang's collaboration with foreign handlers,
including training received in locations such as Hong
Kong and Bangkok.

Even though it is known that China is enforcing death
sentences, usually the Chinese security authorities do
not make them pubilic. If it is happening it mostly
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serves as a tool to legitimize certain political
maneuvers or highlighting stronger scrutiny. The latter
one is probably the motive for revealing the case of
Huang, as the disclosure comes amidst China's
broader crackdown on espionage, reflected in recent
legislative measures like the Anti-Espionage Law, which
was expanded in April last year. It significantly
extended the powers of the security authorities and
stipulated that all "documents, data, materials, and
items related to national security and interests" are to
be protected in the same way as state secrets (see
more AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1). [Reuters] [South China
Morning Post] [The New York Times]

China-Hong Kong: Jimmy Lai accused of
plans to destabilize country

(ms) In the ongoing national security trial (see last
development AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3), media tycoon
and pro-democracy activist Jimmy Lai's is accused of
wanting to bring about an “implosion” of China,
according to witness statements.

Testifying in court, paralegal Chan Tsz-wah recounted
discussions in which Lai allegedly outlined strategies to
unite various sectors, including legislators, overseas
groups, and community influencers, with the aim of
destabilizing China.

According to Chan's testimony, Lai discussed these
plans during a meeting in Taiwan in January 2020. The
alleged objective was to prompt international
recognition and impose embargoes and sanctions on
Hong Kong authorities. Lai purportedly emphasized
the importance of community support and
collaboration across different sectors to achieve this
goal.

The testimony recounted discussions about engaging
with individuals described as "people beneath the
table", including political consultants and national
policy planners to advance anti-China policies through
international lobbying.

Additionally, Lai allegedly offered help to political
newcomers with media exposure and financial support
in exchange for their participation in a legislative
primary election, aiming to bolster the pro-democracy
camp's influence. Initially suggested in late November
2019, the election aimed to secure a majority in the
2020 Legislative Council, postponed due to COVID-19.
Lai backed the “ThunderGo” project, a voting strategy
led by law professor Benny Tai, aiming to coordinate
votes for pan-democratic candidates.
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Lai is also said to have met activist Finn Lau, a well-
known Hong Kong activist who is one of eight pro-
democracy figures on whom the Hong Kong
government has put a bounty on his head in the
middle of last year (see AR No. 27, July/2023, 1).
According to Chan, Lai planned to position Lau as a
“political star”, without overing additional details what
this might entail, and offered him financial support as
an incentive.

Chan’s accusations are the latest made against Lai,
who faces two counts of conspiring to collude with
foreign forces and one count of conspiring to publish
“seditious” materials. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: First trial under UN anti-terrorism
law unfolds in Hong Kong

(ms) Hong Kong's legal landscape is witnessing a
historic trial as seven individuals are charged for the
first time in the city’s history under the United Nations
(Anti-Terrorism Measures) Ordinance for their alleged
involvement in a plot to bomb key targets and kill
police officers during the unrest in 2019.

The defendants, six men and one woman, pleaded not
guilty to charges related to conspiracy, explosives
possession, and terrorism. The allegations revolve
around a purported plan to deploy explosives and
firearms targeting law enforcement officers during a
Human Rights Day march organized by the Civil
Human Rights Front in December 2019. The indictment
details their involvement between August 1 and
December 9, 2019, in activities intended to cause
death or serious bodily harm.

The proceedings, expected to last 60 days, commenced
with the selection of a nine-member jury. However,
challenges during the jury selection process arose, with
both prosecution and defense opposing over 40
candidates. Some were disqualified due to prior
commitments, while others were exempted, including
one individual claiming a connection to a defense
barrister.

If convicted, the defendants face lengthy prison terms,
with some offenses carrying life imprisonment. [Hong
Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post] [The
Standard]
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China-Hong Kong: Crackdown against
individuals related to 2019 anti-
government protests continues

(ms) In the aftermath of the 2019 protests in Hong
Kong, ongoing judicial proceedings and police actions
highlight a continued crackdown on individuals
associated with the antigovernment demonstrations.

Tang Siu-hung, a 42-year-old driver, was sentenced to
four years and seven months in prison for his
involvement in the Yuen Long mob attack in July 2019.
Tang pleaded guilty to charges of rioting and
conspiracy to wound with intent. The attack, which
occurred at Yuen Long MTR station, left 45 people
injured and was characterized by white-shirted
assailants targeting commuters and protesters. Tang's
sentencing is part of a series of convictions related to
the incident. [Hong Kong Free Press 1]

Additionally, Yu Yan-yuk, a 22-year-old student,
received a sentence of one year and four months for
his connection to the Spark Alliance, a crowdfunding
platform supporting protesters. Yu was convicted of
money laundering for his role in financial transactions
linked to the protest fund. [Hong Kong Free Press 2]

In a separate incident, police are said to have checked
the identity cards of attendees outside an autograph
session for pro-democracy singer Anthony Wong.
[Hong Kong Free Press 3]

China: Expulsion of Tibetan language
teacher for advocating native language
use

(ms) Chinese authorities have expelled a Tibetan
language teacher from a School in Ngaba county,
Sichuan province, for advocating greater use of Tibetan
language within the school. This move follows several
interrogations by authorities and the suspension of the
teacher's teaching license.

Since 2018, Meruma Central Primary School, the
school in question, has transitioned from Tibetan
language instruction to Mandarin, in line with a
national policy promoting linguistic uniformity.

The school as well as the case of the teacher is is the

latest in a string similar incident reflecting a broader

trend of what critics view as cultural suppression and
assimilation to the predominant Han-Chinese culture
in Tibetan-populated areas. Since 2020, Chinese
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authorities have tightened restrictions on language
rights, reducing the share of Tibetan language classes,
closing private Tibetan schools and banning Tibetan
language instruction. Even informal classes during
holidays have been prohibited. [Radio Free Asia]

China: Biggest military restructuringin
close to a decade

(ms/yg) China, on April 19, has initiated its most
significant military reorganization in nearly a decade,
disbanding the former Strategic Support Force and
replacing it with three distinct units: the Information
Support Force, the Aerospace Force, and the
Cyberspace Force. This restructuring underscores
President Xi Jinping's emphasis on enhancing China's
strategic capabilities in information, space, and cyber
operations and at the same time might signal his
tighter control on the military.

The Aerospace Force and the Cyberspace Force were
formerly included under the now disbanded Strategic
Support Force.

The Aerospace Force is an arm of the military
responsible to further enhance China's space
capabilities. During the testimony before the US House
Appropriations Committee on NASA's budget for 2025
by U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) administrator Bill Nelson, in which he has
raised concerns about China's space ambitions,
warning that its civilian programs may mask military
objectives. He stressed the need for the US to stay
ahead in space exploration and urges vigilance and the
importance of the US re-landing on the moon before
China to avoid potential territorial claims. [The
Guardian]

The Cyberspace Force is responsible for strengthening
the countries cyber defense and offense. In particular,
the fact that the Cyberspace Force now functions as an
independent arm signals the growing focus of the
Chinese military on cyber warfare.

China's cyber warfare capabilities have rapidly
progressed over the last few years, raising concerns
globally. Despite officially lacking a formal strategy,
China's adeptness in cyber operations and integration
into military strategies is seen as a significant threat for
especially the US and other western states.

The U.S. House Select Committee hearing in February
of this year has raised alarms about China's escalating
offensive cyber capabilities. The current FBI Director
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and other officials emphasized the threats posed to
U.S. critical infrastructure by China's aggressive cyber
activities. China's is allegedly conducting focused
operations on targeting critical infrastructure and
conducting espionage against the US and other
governments, among other things allegedly by state
funded hacker groups (read more The Diplomat; The
Jamestown Foundation; The Independent; US
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency).

The Information Support Force, the third newly
established unit, will focus on data analysis,
communication networks, and system protection.
President Xi Jinping, speaking at the inauguration of
the Information Support Force, highlighted that the
unit will “speed up military modernization and
effectively implement the mission of the people’s
armed forces in the new era.”

In addition to the competencies of the new units, the
dissolution of the Strategic Support Force also
represents a restructuring of the chain of authority.
They no longer serve as support for regional military
chiefs but are directly subordinate to the Central
Military Commission (CMC). By overseeing the new
units directly through the CMC, Xi, as chairman of the
CMC, strengthens his authority and further centralizing
the PLA decision-making under him.

The restructuring thereby might also aim to address
concerns regarding corruption within the PLA,
following major personnel changes last year, notably
with the dismissals of Li Shangfu as defense minister
and various investigations into high-ranking PLA
Rocket Force officials (see AR No. 44, October/2023, 5).

However, questions remain regarding the effectiveness
and coordination of the newly established units.
Integrating cyber, space, and information operations
poses logistical and organizational challenges,
including clarifying command structures and
operational responsibilities.

Regardless of these questions, China's military
restructuring reflects President Xi Jinping's
consolidation of power and strategic vision for the PLA.
As China aims to assert its military strength, these
reforms demonstrate its determination to modernize
its military capabilities and assert dominance in critical
domains like cyberwarfare. [Financial Times] [Global
Times] [Japan Times] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Lower house approves bill to
remove defamatory content from social
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media

(sh) On April 19, Japan's lower house approved a bill
aimed at quickly removing defamatory content from
social media platforms like X, Instagram, and YouTube
with more transparency.

The unanimously passed bill requires operators to
establish contact points for deletion requests and
disclose removal criteria. It also mandates operators to
inform users promptly about post deletions.

Expected to pass in the current Diet session through
June after deliberations in the upper house, the
amendment addresses challenges faced by defamation
victims in removing harmful posts promptly. Many
struggled to locate contact points or understand
deletion rules. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida pledges
pursue political reforms amid bleak by-
election polls

(sh) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has pledged to
restore trust in politics and pursue responsible political
reforms, acknowledging the public's dissatisfaction
with the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) whose
leader he is.

His pledge comes as a recent Kyodo News survey
suggests that the LDP might lose three seats in the
upcoming House of Representatives by-elections on
April 28, potentially worsening the prime minister's
already precarious position.

The by-elections come amid heightened scrutiny of the
LDP due to revelations of undeclared income and the
accumulation of slush funds within its factions. With
seats in three constituencies in Tokyo, Shimane, and
Nagasaki up for grabs, the LDP is focusing its efforts on
defending its stronghold in Shimane. For the other two
constituencies the party has not fielded candidates.

Failure to secure victory in Shimane could undermine
Kishida's leadership, possibly leading to challenges
from within the party. Kishida's Cabinet has faced
plummeting approval ratings, dropping below the
critical 30 percent mark. [Kyodo News]

Japan: 5th batch of treated radioactive
water discharged into the sea
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(sh) On April 19, the operator of Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant began releasing a fifth batch of
treated radioactive water into the sea, despite
objections from China.

Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings Inc. plans to
discharge 7,800 tons of water by May 7 as part of its
ongoing efforts.

This fiscal year, the company aims to discharge
approximately 54,600 tons in total, with tritium levels
expected to remain below the annual limit.

China maintains an import ban on Japanese seafood in
response to these discharges. Previous releases
showed low levels of radioactive tritium, well below
international safety standards. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Nikkei stock index declines as of
middle east conflict

(sh) On April 19, the Nikkei stock index experienced a
significant decline of 2.7 percent, attributed to growing
global economic worries sparked by escalating
conflicts in the Middle East and concerns over
semiconductor industry slowdown.

The 225-issue Nikkei Stock Average dropped by
1,011.35 points, marking its largest point decrease
since February 26, 2021, closing at 37,068.35. Similarly,
the broader Topix index fell by 51.13 points, reaching
2,626.32.

Major decliners on the Prime Market included electric
appliance, machinery, and metal product shares. The
U.S. dollar regained its footing against the yen, settling
in the lower 154 JPY range, following reports of
explosions in Iran, Iraq, and Syria, coupled with Israel's
retaliatory actions. The Nikkei index briefly dipped
below the 37,000 mark, experiencing its sharpest drop
in over two months, as investors reacted to news of
the conflict in the Middle East. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Two helicopters’ crash

(sh) On April 20, two Japanese Maritime Self-Defense
Force (MSDF) helicopters crashed during a drill,
resulting in at least one crew member's death and
leaving seven others missing.

The aircraft, believed to have collided around 270
kilometers east of Torishima Island, were conducting a
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nighttime anti-submarine exercise. Each SH-60K
helicopter carried four crew members. The MSDF
received an emergency signal shortly after the loss of
contact. Two flight recorders were found nearby, along
with rotor blade parts and other debris. The Defense
Ministry is investigating.

This incident follows a 2023 crash in Okinawa that
killed 10 aboard a ground force helicopter. The MSDF
suspended SH-60K training and initiated an inquiry.
[Kyodo News] [Nikkei Asia]

Mongolia: Cabinet approves regulation to
finance regular fundings for universities

(fg) On April 17, the Cabinet approved a regulation to
include the fixed costs of state-owned assets of public
universities in the state budget. The Minister of
Education and Science and the Minister of Finance are
tasked with this responsibility.

Furthermore, the regulation stipulates that additional
funds should be allocated in the state budget to
improve the learning environment in these educational
institutions, such as the procurement and
maintenance of teaching materials.

The government hopes that by incorporating fixed
costs into the state budget, a regular provision of
financial resources will be ensured. This is intended to
improve the dormitory and learning environment for
students. [Montsame]

Mongolia: 'Eternal Mongolia' Initiative
launched for conservation and climate
resilience efforts

(fg) On April 22, the Mongolian government, The
Nature Consercancy (TNC), a global conservation
organization, and other partners signed an agreement
to launch the "Eternal Mongolia" conservation
initiative.

It was initiated as a Project Finance for Permanence
(PFP), a method together governments, private sectors,
NGOs and local communities in a binding agreement
that secures financial and political resources for long-
term conservation goals. PFP ensures that funding is
targeted by linking disbursement to the achievement
of defined environmental and social goals.
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The Eternal Mongolia Initiative provides for an
investment of USD 198 million over 15 years to
support Mongolia's nature conservation and
community development goals. The Mongolian
government has pledged government support of USD
127 million, and a further USD 71 million from global
donors through a fund will finance this project.

Such a fund, which will manage the financial support,
was launched on March 26 with the "Mongolian
Nature's Lagacy Foundation" (see AiR No. 13,
March/2024, 4).

The Initiative aims to protect 14.4 million hectares of
Mongolian landscapes, strengthen the management of
national protected areas and promote sustainable and
climate-resilient practices in the community. It
represents a significant step towards preserving
biodiversity and safeguarding the livelihoods of
nomadic herder families by valuing traditional
knowledge and creating sustainable prospects.

The Mongolian government emphasized the relevance
of this initiative due to the drastic climate change
impacts on the country, which can lead to climate
disasters such as harsh winters, droughts, and dust
storms.

Eternal Mongolia is one of the largest climate finance
agreements in Asia. [gogo mongolia] [Reuters] [TNC]
[TNC via X]

Mongolia: President announces plans for
new facility for children with
developmental challenges

(fg) On April 16, Mongolian President Khurelsukh
Ukhnaa announced the construction of an orphanage
for children with developmental disorders. This facility
is set to be built within the next two to three years and
will be partially funded from the state budget for 2025.

In addition to the celebrations and the president's
announcement, the Mongolian Minister of Labour and
Social Protection, Bulgantuya Khurelbaatar, promised
to create better legal and social infrastructure for
children, including the employment of social workers.

For instance, the Law on Child Protection will come
into effect in September this year with amendments to
the "Regulations for Granting Child Monetary
Allowances", which stipulate that every child in an
orphanage has a savings account into which they can
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deposit 80 percent of their allowance from the age of
14.

Currently, over 900 children live in 29 childcare centers
across Mongolia. [Montsame]

North Korea: Weapon test on strategic
cruise missile conducted

(yg) On April 20, North Korean state media reported
recent weapons tests included a trial of a "super-large
warhead" designed for a strategic cruise missile as well
as the launch of a new anti-aircraft missile.

The tests, described as part of routine activities, signify
the regime's determination to advance its arsenal
despite international sanctions and diplomatic
pressures.

While details about the outcomes of the tests remain
sparse, North Korea's pursuit of advanced weaponry,
including cruise missiles and anti-aircraft systems,
underscores its commitment to enhancing its
defensive and offensive capabilities in response to
perceived threats from Japan, South Korea, and the
United States.

The tests also shed light on North Korea's evolving
military cooperation with Russia, with analysts noting
potential collaboration in anti-aircraft missile
technology. [Aljazeera]

This follows North Korea's test of a new medium-to-
long-range solid-fuel hypersonic missile earlier on April
3 (see AiR No. 15, April/2024, 2).

South Korea: President Yoon seeks
meeting with election winner

(dqgl) A week after the landslide victory of the main
opposition Democratic Party (DP) in the April 10
general election, President Yoon Suk Yeol of the ruling
People Power Party (PPP) has reached out to DP leader
Lee Jae-myung on April 19 to propose that a meeting
this week.

Yoon, whose approval rating fell to 23 percent in the
wake of his party’s election defeat, marking its lowest
level since taking office in May 2022, has thus far
shown little appetite for sitting down with Lee, his
former rival during the 2022 presidential election, who
had repeatedly sought talks with the president.
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This has changed and the need for Yoon to work
together with the opposition has increased, after the
DP-led opposition succeeded in retaining its majority in
the parliament in the general election, winning 192
seats in the 300-strong National Assembly, while the
PPP secured only 108 seats (see AiR No. 16, April/2024,
3). [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

In a separate move, Yoon named on April 22 Chung Jin-
suk, a five-term PPP lawmaker, as his new chief of staff
and former lawmaker Hong Chul-ho as his new senior
political secretary, marking the first personnel
replacements following the electoral defeat.

Chung, who is widely seen as close to the president
and had served former President Lee Myung-bak as
senior presidential secretary for political affairs,
replaces Lee Kwan-sup, who submitted his resignation
along with Prime Minister Han Duck-soo and most
senior presidential secretaries to take responsibility for
the defeat in the election.

Hong is the founder of currently South Korea's fifth-
largest fried chicken franchise Goobne Chicken. He
was lawmaker of the PPP for two terms. [Korea
JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Opposition party unilaterally
pushes for controversial bills

(dqgl) On April 23, in a show of force lawmakers of the
opposition Democratic Party (DP) which secure a
landslide victory in the April 10 general election (see
AIR No. 16, April/2024, 3) used their majority in
parliamentary committees to unilaterally pass motions
that requires two contentious bills to go directly to a
plenary parliamentary meeting without through the
parliamentary judiciary committee. The ruling People
Power Party (PPP) boycotted the votes in protest.

The two bills revolve around giving franchisees
collective bargaining rights against their franchisors
and expanding the scope of people recognized as
meritorious democracy activists respectively.

The PPP has opposed both bills. It the first case, the
party cited concerns over potential impact on labor-
management relations in the franchise industry in the
first case. Regarding the second bill, the PPP argued
that it gives too many advantages to people that it
claims have enjoyed enough benefits. [Yonhap 1]

Under the South Korean legislative process, a bill is
referred to the judiciary committee for a review on
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consistent frameworks, forms and wordings, after a
standing committed complete its examination of a bill.
However, the standing committee can send legislation
which is pending at the judiciary committee for more
than 60 days directly to a plenary session if three-fifths
of committee members agree to it.

In an earlier move last week, another controversial
grain bill was put directly to a plenary meeting after
the DP-controlled parliamentary committee for
agriculture, food, rural affairs, oceans and fisheries
unilaterally passed it.

The bill in question requires government intervention
to stabilize rice prices, including purchasing surplus
rice or releasing government stocks in case of falling or
rising rice prices. The bill has been pending in the
judiciary committee since February. [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Government accepts
universities request for change in medical
school enroliment quota plan

(dgl) In the ongoing standoff between the government
and medical doctors over the former's plan to increase
the number of enrollments at medical schools, that
begun in February (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3)
and since then has seen 90 percent of South Korea’s
13,000 trainee doctors suspending their duties at
general hospitals, Prime Minister Han Duck-soo has
accepted a request for flexibility in expanding the
medical school enrollment quota.

The request came from the heads of six universities
who on April 18 proposed to scale back the increase by
up to 50 percent for 32 universities. The government's
original plan calls for 2,000 more medical school
admissions starting in 2025. [Yonhap]

The government's move raises hope for breaking the
deadlock. In the controversy, the government warns of
a collapse of that the country's basic medical system
due to insufficient manpower, leading to many people
not being able to receive timely treatment.

The Korea Medical Association, meanwhile, argues that
the root cause of the shortage in South Korea's
medical services does not lie in the lack of doctors, but
the uneven distribution of medical facilities between
urban and rural areas, poor labor conditions, and high
litigation risks.
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South Korea: Own F-35A stealth jet
maintenance facility to be built by 2027

(dgl) South Korea is set to develop its own
maintenance facility for its F-35A stealth jets by 2027 to
enhance operational efficiency and reduce costs,
according to the Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA), South Korea's arms
procurement agency.

The South Korean Air Force operates a fleet of 39 F-
35As at an air base in Cheongju, south of Seoul. The
DAPA signed in December a letter of acceptance with
the U.S. government for the purchase of an additional
20 jets, with delivery expected for beginning in 2027.

The deal includes provisions requiring Seoul to build its
own facility for heavy airframe maintenance, repairs,
overhauls and upgrades, as well as stealth coating.

The facility will make South Korea the third country in
the Asia-Pacific to have an F-35 maintenance facility,
following Australia and Japan. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Live-fire drills held near
border to North Korea

(dqgl) South Korean Army and Marine Corps conducted
in April 17 a joint held live-fire artillery drills near the
border with North Korea involving 430 troops from the
Army Capital Corps and the 2nd Marine Division as well
as 30 units of K9 and K55A1 self-propelled howitzers
and counter-battery radars and surveillance drones.

The drills were aimed to strengthen the combined
operability of the Army and Marines, in a bid to better
deter threats posed by North Korea whose artillery
forces is one of the world's largest and possess long-
range artillery pieces stationed within striking distance
of the wider area of Seoul. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Discussions on anti-infiltration
law emerge after Ma's visit to China

(fg) On April 22, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
reiterated at a press conference that it firmly opposes
former Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou's proposals
to relax the Anti-Infiltration Act.

The Anti-Infiltration Act, enacted shortly after Tsai Ing-
wen's re-election in early 2020, was designed to
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protect democracy from foreign influence, especially
from China. It prohibits the financing of political
activities in Taiwan by foreign forces, including election
campaigns and referendumes. Violations of the law can
result in heavy fines and prison sentences.
[law.moj.gov]

The Anti-Infiltration Act is controversial within Taiwan.
Supporters see it as a way of building resilience against
Chinese influence and promoting its own sovereignty.
Critics see the law as an instrument to enforce party
policies and intimidate political opponents. Voices
from the KMT called it an example of "green terror"
(green as the party color of the DPP; allusion to the
"white terror" at the time of the authoritarian regime
under Chiang Kai-shek). [Freedom House]

Immediately after Ma's 11-day trip to China, during
which he met with Chinese President Xi Jinping (see AiR
No. 16, April/2024, 3), Ma's office submitted proposals
to amend the Anti-Infiltration Act. Eric Chu, Chairman
of the main opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT),
welcomed any proposals on April 16 of national
security laws, as he sees them more as a means for the
DPP to manipulate elections and intimidate opposition
members. [TVBS 1]

The DPP, on the other hand, fears that KMT
representatives will discuss Taiwanese laws on trips to
China, giving the Chinese Communist Party access to
undermine Taiwanese legislation. According to DPP
spokesperson Justin Wu, China's many interferences,
such as in the elections, but also bribery, espionage
and propaganda, should be countered with a strict
Anti-infiltration Act.

The DPP representatives also countered the KMT
accusations that the law would restrict rather than
protect by saying that the Anti-Infiltration Act only
supplements already regulated practices. [Taiwan
News] [TVBS 2] [CNA, in Chinese]

In fact, the DPP wants to tighten laws and penalties
against treason and leaks (see AiR No. 15, April/2024,
2).

Taiwan: Controversial bill to criminalize
contempt of parliament sparks heated
debate

(fg) A legislative initiative by the main opposition party,
the Kuomintang (KMT), to make contempt of
parliament a criminal offence has sparked a domestic
political debate in Taiwan.
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The parliamentary Judiciary Committee debated the
proposal in early April, which would impose heavy
fines and prison sentences for failing to answer
parliamentary questions or making false statements.

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
vehemently opposes such legislative changes. It argues
that these laws would exceed the powers of
parliament and undermine the authority of the
executive (see AR No. 14, April 2024, 1).

The DPP now accuses the opposition of trying to push
through its legislative proposals on a fast-track basis. It
complains that the opposition parties, the KMT and the
Taiwan People's Party (TPP), ignored the ruling party's
comments and proposals during the committee
process. When the Judiciary Committee met on April
15, many of the proposals made by the DPP were
rejected. [Taiwan News]

In addition, Vice Minister of Justice Chen Ming-tang
expressed concern about the possible deterrent effect
if the KMT bill is passed. It could make officials,
citizens and civil society groups reluctant to disclose
information to the legislature. Chen also stressed that
the criminal justice system should only be used as a
last resort when other measures fail to prevent crime.
He warned that the proposed harsh penalties may be
too restrictive, and he urged lawmakers to reconsider
this legislative initiative. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Future Prime Minister Cho
appoints additional ministers

(fg) On April 19, designated Prime Minister Cho Jung-tai
announced further appointments for his forthcoming
cabinet.

Chiu Tai-yuan is set to become the new Minister of
Health. He is a doctor and has previously served as a
parliament member with the Democratic Progressive
Party. The current Deputy Secretary-General of the
Executive Yuan, Ho Pei-shan, has been named the next
Minister of Labor.

Meteorologist Peng Chi-ming has been appointed as
the new Minister of Environment. He is currently the
CEO of WeatherRisk Explore Inc., a Taiwanese
company that specializes in weather forecasting and
weather risk analysis. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Peng has already pledged to accelerate the country's
goal of reaching net-zero emissions in his role as the
new Minister of Environment. This commitment
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supports the green growth strategy outlined by
President-elect Lai Ching-te for his term.

To achieve this, a roadmap for CO2 pricing will be
implemented. Peng emphasized the necessity of such
a strategy to facilitate the transition to carbon
neutrality. He also acknowledged the challenge of
aligning industry and social groups on issues such as
the level of CO2 pricing, and he promised to ensure
adequate communication and transparency. [Focus
Taiwan 2]

On April 23, Cho announced that incumbent Finance
Minister Chuang Tsui-yun will stay in office, as well as
Overseas Community Affairs Council head Hsu Chia-
ching and Ocean Affairs Council head Kuan Bi-ling will
remain in their government positions. Chen Junne-jih,
who serves as agricultural Minister since 2023 was now
formally appointed to the ministerial post. [Focus
Taiwan 3]

On April 10, Cho was appointed as Prime Minister by
President-elect Lai. Since then, most of the ministers
have been appointed by Cho (see AiR No. 16,
April/2024, 3). Important ministerial posts such as for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Defense
and the head of the Mainland Affairs Council have yet
to be appointed.

Taiwan: Cabinet allocates over NTD 20
billion for earthquake relief in Hualien
County

(fg) On April 18, the Cabinet decided to allocate over
NTD 20 billion (USD 612.9 million) for relief measures
in Hualien County following a magnitude 7.2
earthquake that occurred nearby on April 3.

It was agreed that affected households and businesses
will receive monthly rental subsidies ranging from NTD
8,000 to NTD 18,000, depending on the household's
size.

Additionally, subsidies for interest payments on loans
for home purchases or repairs will be provided. A
proposal was also made to introduce special
agricultural vouchers or digital wallets for expenditures
in Hualien to stimulate the local economy. [Taipei
Times]
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Taiwan: Cabinet approves labor MoU with
India

(fg) The Taiwanese Cabinet has approved the Labor
Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with India and forwarded it to the Parliament for
further review. Legislative Yuan Speaker Han Kou-yu
has already announced that the relevant committees
will deliberate on it.

The MoU, signed between Taiwan and India on
February 16, will allow Indian citizens to work in
Taiwan. By facilitating this arrangement, Taiwan hopes
to counteract its labor shortage resulting from
demographic changes. [Taiwan News]

The MoU has not been without controversy. The
Migrants Empowerment Network Taiwan (MENT) has
called for improvements to the MoU, such as the
implementation of a government-to-government (G2G)
hiring process to protect against exploitation (see AR
No. 11, March/2024, 2).

Such an amendment has now been made. Both sides
are now pursuing a direct hiring program, with Taiwan
reserving the right to determine job placements and
quotas (see AR No. 15, April/2024, 2).

Taiwan: Defense minister defends
submarine program costs

(fg) On April 17, Taiwanese Defense Minister Chiu Kuo-
cheng defended the Indigenous Defense Submarine
(IDS) program during a parliamentary hearing against
allegations of rising costs per submarine.

According to media reports, the program's costs are
estimated at NTD 280 billion (USD 8.62 billion). This
would amount to NTD 40 billion per submarine for
seven submarines to be built over a period of 15 years,
whereas the prototype IDS “Narwhal” costs only NTD
31.2 billion.

Chiu described the calculation method of dividing the
costs by seven submarines as "unfair," explaining that
the sum includes not only the construction costs but
also additional expenditures. He further justified that
the prototype is not a suitable cost standard since it is
not sufficiently equipped.

Chiu also pointed out that the resignation of Huang
Shu-kuang, the coordinator of the IDS program, would
not impact the program's progress. Huang resigned
hoping to end politically motivated accusations and
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slanders that affected not only him but also the morale
of the armed forces and national security. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Vice Premier-designate Cheng Li-
chiun advocates for intergenerational
dialogue on social disputes

(fg) On April 20, Vice Premier-designate Cheng Li-chiun
called for intergenerational dialogue to address long-
standing problems and conflicts in Taiwanese society
during a youth forum organized by the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).

Responding to the current dispute between her party,
the DPP, and the opposition Kuomintang (KMT) over
pension reform, Cheng stated that there needs to be
more discussion between the legislature and society.

There is a directional dispute over pension reform in
Taiwan. Since the inauguration of President Tsai Ing-
wen, the DPP has made cuts to the pension levels for
retired civil servants to make the pension system more
sustainable due to demographic changes. The KMT is
demanding a halt to these cuts to support retirees now
(see AIR No. 14, April/2024, 1). [Focus Taiwan]

Another issue for intergenerational dialogue is
whether the statue of Taiwan's first president, Chiang
Kai-shek, should be removed from the Memorial Hall in
Taipei. It is argued that it should be removed because
under his authoritarian rule during the "white terror"
in the late 1940s, he was responsible for the deaths of
many thousands, and his presence is seen as
incompatible with today’s democratic Taiwan.
Opponents believe that removing the statue does not
promote reconciliation but rather destroys cultural
heritage. [VOA News]

Cheng Li-chiun was appointed on April 10 to the next
Cabinet, which will commence work following the
inauguration of President-elect Lai Ching-te on May 2
(see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3).

Taiwan: Han Kuang military exercises
begin

(fg) On April 19, this year's Han Kuang military
exercises began in Taiwan, focusing on scenarios such
as "gray zone" activities and simulating a surprise
attack by China previously disguised as a drill.
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The exercises also incorporate lessons from
the ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and between
Israel and Hamas. The second part of the
exercises, the live-fire drills, will take place
from June 22 to 26.

Additional focuses include testing the military's ability
to transition between peacetime and wartime,
conducting joint interdiction operations, enhancing
anti-blockade capabilities, overall air defense, and
operations under a decentralized command structure.
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Further Tuo Chiang-class
corvettes in prospect

(fg) The Taiwanese navy expects to receive two more
Tuo Chiang-class corvettes next month.

At the end of March, it had already received two of
these corvettes (see AR No. 14, April/2024, 1).

The vessels expected in May would then be numbers
seven and eight of this type in the Taiwanese fleet. By
2026, 11 of these corvettes should be available.

These corvettes can be equipped with hypersonic
missiles as well as anti-ship missiles and can therefore
engage sea and air targets simultaneously. The high
maneuverability and stealth design of the ships are
designed for Taiwan's strategy of asymmetric warfare.
[Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-bl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-br/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-by/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-bj/

Bangladesh: Main opposition BNP to hold
rally in capital on April 26

(Im) Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), plans to hold a
rally in the country's capital, Dhaka, on April 26, calling
for the release of Chairperson Khaleda Zia and other
imprisoned leaders. Party Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir will attend as the chief guest.
[The Daily Star]

In related but separate developments, a Dhaka court
has scheduled July 29 for the hearing on charge
framing in 11 cases against Khaleda, including a
sedition case. The adjournment followed defense
petitions, with Khaleda, currently out of jail due to a
government order, receiving treatment at her
residence. The cases involve charges ranging from
arson attacks to making seditious comments.
Additionally, three corruption cases are pending in
special courts, while two others await judgment in the
Second Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court to get new
judges soon

(Im) The Supreme Court of Bangladesh is set to receive
new judges for both its Appellate and High Court
divisions to address the significant backlog of pending
cases. Law Minister Anisul Hug announced plans to
elevate some judges from the High Court Division to
the Appellate Division and appoint new judges to fill
vacancies in the High Court Division. However, specific
details regarding the timing and number of
appointments were not provided, with the final
decision resting with the president. [The Daily Star]

Currently, the two divisions together have around
569,000 pending cases. The crisis of judges,
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exacerbated by retirements and other factors, has
complicated the situation, adding to the existing
backlog of cases.

Bangladesh: BUET Teachers' Association
urges appeal against High Court ruling on
student politics

(Im) In Bangladesh, the teachers' association at the
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology
(BUET) has called on the university authorities to
appeal against a recent High Court order permitting
student politics on campus. [The Daily Star]

This appeal follows the High Court's ruling, which came
in response to a petition from leaders of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL), the student wing of
the ruling Awami League party. Notably, the ruling
came after around 100 BCL members entered the
campus and engaged in political activities, disregarding
the previous ban on student politics enacted following
the murder of a second-year student by BCL members
in October 2019 [see AIR No. 14, April/2024, 1].

Bangladesh: Concerns raised over telecom
regulator's directive to store citizens'
personal data

(Im) In Bangladesh, speakers at a program have
criticized the telecom regulator's directive requiring
mobile operators to store citizens' personal data,
arguing that it violates citizens' rights enshrined in the
constitution. They urged the government to revoke the
decision, citing concerns about privacy and security.
[The Daily Star]

The press conference, organized by the Bangladesh
Mobile Phone Users Association, addressed concerns
about the storage of 12 types of citizen data ordered
by the Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC). The Association of Mobile Telecom
Operators of Bangladesh expressed reluctance to
comply, stating that creating a centralized database
without proper legislation could lead to legal
consequences.

Bangladesh: IMF delegation starts visit
ahead of potential release of third loan
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tranche

(Im) An International Monetary Fund (IMF) review
mission arrived in Dhaka on April 23 to focus on
Bangladesh's forex reserves, inflation, banking sector,
and revenue reforms. The mission, comprising 10
members, will hold discussions with government
officials until May 8. Discussions will also cover fuel
subsidies, public debt, the upcoming budget, revenue
collection reforms, and progress in the banking sector,
including implementation of the bank company act.
[The Daily Star]

In January last year, Bangladesh sought a USD 4.7
billion loan from the IMF amid forex reserve
challenges, and the multilateral lender has so far
released USD 1.16 billion in two tranches. However,
the reserves have not improved since the loan
program commenced. The country's gross forex
reserves have been around USD 20 billion in recent
months, as per an IMF calculation.

Bangladesh: Asian Development Bank
provides USD 71 million for climate-
resilient water management

(Im) The Asian Development Bank and the government
of Bangladesh signed a USD 71 million loan agreement
to enhance flood control, irrigation, and water
resources management in Gopalganj and Madaripur
districts. Aimed at bolstering resilience to climate
change, the project will benefit over 600,000 people. It
includes measures like nature-based solutions for
flood control and irrigation, developing water
management plans, constructing training centers, and
promoting participatory water resource management.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Chinese worker dies in
construction accident

(tg) A Chinese worker has died after falling from a
building of a power plant under construction in
Bangladesh’s Narayanganj region. It has been
announced that legal action will be taken following this
accident. [Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Man dies after being beaten
by police
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(tg) A Bangladeshi citizen of Sunamganj aged 53 was
beaten to death by police during an attempted arrest.
The victim of the attack was a shop owner in the area.
After the assault police left him without detaining him
after he collapsed. The local police superintendent
denies any wrongdoing, claiming that the victim
collapsed from exhaustion after running from police.
[Daily_Star]

Bhutan: Central bank shifts loan deferral
strategy

(Im) After June 2024, blanket loan deferrals will no
longer be the norm, as the Royal Monetary Authority
(RMA) intends to adopt a more targeted approach,
allowing banks to decide on a client-by-client basis who
can pay and who cannot. [The Bhutanese]

This shift is prompted by concerns that continued
blanket deferrals could artificially insulate lenders as
the economy rebounds. Sectors like housing and
tourism are showing signs of recovery, while others,
such as automobile dealers affected by import bans,
may need tailored solutions. The Finance Minister and
various industry representatives are discussing the
issue, with proposals for extending loan deferments
and providing incentives to struggling businesses.

Bhutan: Marked drop in unemployment
rates, particularly among youth

(Im) In Bhutan, the Department of Workforce Planning
and Skills Development released a report indicating a
significant decrease in the overall unemployment rate
in the country from 5.9 percent in 2022 to 3.5 percent
in 2023. Youth unemployment also dropped
substantially from 28.6 percent in 2022 to 15.9 percent
in 2023. [Asia News Network]

Employment among TVET (Technical and Vocational
Education and Training) graduates surged, but the
proportion of TVET-qualified workers remains low,
posing challenges such as a shortage of skilled
workers. Despite efforts to enhance workforce skills, a
large portion of the country’s labor force lacks formal
education.

To address this, the Ministry of Education and Skills
Development has set ambitious targets to certify more
individuals in vocational and technical skills. However,
Bhutan faces disparities in education levels among its
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youth workforce, with concerns about access to
higher-paying jobs and limited career prospects.
Additionally, achieving goals for TVET access may face
obstacles due to a projected decrease in the youth
population between 2024 and 2029.

India: First phase of parliamentary
election concludes

(Im) In the first phase of the 2024 Indian general
election, millions of citizens participated across 102
constituencies spread across 21 states and territories.
The voter turnout varied across regions, ranging from
40 to 68 percent, with notable interest in states like
Tripura and Manipur. The voting process, largely
conducted through electronic voting machines,
unfolded peacefully, although sporadic incidents of
disruption and violence were reported in some areas,
notably in Chhattisgarh. [Al Jazeera]

Looking ahead, the election is set to unfold over six
weeks, with subsequent phases scheduled until June 1.
Each phase will cover a varying number of
parliamentary seats across different states, ensuring
broad-based participation and representation.

India: Prime Minister Modi accused of
‘hate speech’ toward Muslims in election
rally

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi faced
accusations of "hate speech" from political opponents
following remarks made during an election rally, where
he appeared to portray Muslims as taking wealth from
other Indians. Speaking at a crowded rally in the
western state of Rajasthan, Modi suggested that if the
opposition Indian National Congress (INC) party were
to come into power, they would allocate resources to
among “those who have more children” and
"infiltrators" at the expense of other citizens - in a
possible reference to Muslims, whom he had spoken
about just before. [The Washington Post]

In his speech, Modi said he was referring to the
Congress election manifesto, which promises wealth
redistribution amid growing concerns over inequality,
and to past statements by the opposition party. In
2006, then-Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of the INC
had emphasized the need for India's historically
marginalized communities, including castes subjected
to historical discrimination and religious minorities,
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particularly Muslims, to have priority access to the
nation's resources. Singh's statement followed a report
by a government-appointed panel led by a former
judge, which highlighted the socio-economic and
educational disparities faced by Indian Muslims
compared to other caste or community groups. [Al
Jazeeral]

Local poll officials in Rajasthan confirmed that they had
received at least two complaints against Modi, one
from Azad Adhikar Sena, a regional political party, and
another from a local non-profit organisation, calling for
his election campaign to be suspended and for his
arrest. Meanwhile, INC leaders rejected Modi's
allegations, labeling them as attempts to divert
attention from real issues. The prime minister's Hindu-
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has not directly
addressed criticism of Modi's comments.

India: Jailed Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal finally gets insulin jab

(fd/Im) Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, held in
Tihar jail since March 21 on money laundering charges,
received an insulin injection from prison officials after
his sugar levels spiked. Earlier, a Delhi court directed
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) to
establish a medical board to evaluate whether Kejriwal,
the leader of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), requires
insulin for his medical needs. [The Indian Express] [The
Hindu] [bbc]

Kejriwal, a prominent critic of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, was arrested on March 21 by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), on corruption charges linked to the
city's liquor policy [see AIR No. 13, March/2024, 4]. His
legal challenges against the arrest have been
unsuccessful, with the Delhi High Court recently
dismissing his petition, albeit not as a bail application,
but contesting his arrest under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act [see AIR No. 15, April/2024, 2]

The court's order came after allegations surfaced from
Kejriwal's wife, claiming that attempts were being
made to harm him in jail by denying him insulin and
adequate healthcare. The situation escalated when the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), the agency responsible
for Kejriwal's arrest, accused him of deliberately
manipulating his sugar levels to seek bail, a claim
vehemently denied by Kejriwal and the AAP. [NDTV]

The episode unfolded against the backdrop of India's
general elections, adding a political dimension to
Kejriwal's plight. Critics accused the government, led
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by Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), of using Kejriwal's arrest as a tool to
undermine the opposition's electoral prospects. The
BJP refuted these allegations, asserting that Kejriwal's
health was adequately managed in jail and accusing
the AAP of exploiting the situation for electoral gains.

India: Prime Minister Modi’s BJP holds
mega event to celebrate Hindu New Year

(fd) On April 21, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) held a
mega event in the capital, Delhi, to celebrate the Hindu
New Year centering around the party's devotion to
Indian god Ram and Hindu culture. [The Indian
Express] [The Hindu]

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami,
addressing the gathering, credited Modi for elevating
Hindu culture and traditions to a global platform. He
criticized the main opposition Indian National
Congress (INC), alleging its indifference towards Hindu
festivals and citing past instances where Hindu
sentiments were allegedly disregarded. Dhami
particularly highlighted the historical significance of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya and credited the Modi
government for its culmination.

Dhami also took a swipe at opposition parties,
accusing them of opportunistically embracing
Hinduism during election seasons while allegedly
disrespecting Hindu values in the past. He called for
the closure of what he termed as the "business of
hatred", insinuating that certain parties thrive on
divisive politics. Additionally, in his remarks, Dhami
highlighted Uttarakhand's initiatives such as the
implementation of a Uniform Civil Code and measures
against practices like 'land jihad' and 'love jihad'. He
juxtaposed this with criticism of the INC for allegedly
endorsing Muslim personal law in its manifesto,
labeling it as "shameful".

Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva echoed similar
sentiments, advocating for the incorporation of Ram's
ideals into Delhi's governance. He urged the audience
to bring the spirit of a Ram devotee to the leadership
in Delhi.

India: Opposition Congress critiques
Election Commission’s order to remove X
posts on electoral bonds
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(fd) India’s main opposition Congress party has raised
concerns about the Election Commission'’s (EC)
decision to order the social media platform X to take
down specific posts of opposition lawmakers
discussing the electoral bond scheme. [The Hindu]

The EC had issued orders to remove four posts on
April 2 and April 3 as well as an email on April 10
stressing that X violates the 'voluntary code of ethics' if
the social media platform does not take down the
posts. According to the poll panel the posts had been
deleted based on them critiquing political leader’s
private life and party workers that are not connected
to the public.

Electoral bonds were introduced in 2017 by Prime
Minister Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
enabled individuals and companies to make unlimited
and anonymous donations to political parties. Under
the system, Indian citizens or entities incorporated in
India could purchase interest-free, tax-exempt bonds
from the state-owned State Bank of India (SBI) to
donate to a political party of their choice which could
then exchange the bonds for cash.

In a historic verdict on February 15, the Supreme Court
scrapped the election funding system in a bid to
introduce a base level of transparency to campaign
financing. The court called electoral bonds
unconstitutional and ordered the SBI to immediately
stop issuing any more. It also told the bank to share
the details of all bond purchases since April 2019 with
the Election Commission—including the value, the date
of purchase, and the name of the buyer—within a
week. [AIR No. 8, February/2024, 3]

India: Impossible to tamper with
electronic voting machines, Election
Commission tells Supreme Court

(fd) India’s Election Commission (EC), answering a
query, has assured the Supreme Court that it is
impossible to tamper with the Electronic Voting
Machines for the general elections. The EC has
matched in tests Electronic Voting Machines (EVM)
votes with more than 40 million Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail slips (VWPATSs) with the results showing no
mismatch. VVPATs are a method to prove to the voter
that their vote has been cast correctly. [LiveLaw] [The
Hindu]
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India: Haryana farmers block train tracks
to demand release of farmer leaders from
prison

(fd) Farmers in India’s Haryana state have been
blocking the Shambhu railway station on the Ambala-
Amritsar route for five days affecting more than 380
trains. The farmers are protesting for the release of
three other farmers who had been arrested by the
Haryana police. The farmers’ march for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for crops had been stopped on
February 13 and the farmers have remained at the
Shambhu and Khanauri border points since then.
[Economic Times] [Mint]

India: Worker killed in Kashmir Valley
ahead of nominations for parliamentary
constituency

(fd) A worker was killed in a terror attack in Anantnag
in South Kashmir on the eve of filing nominations for a
local parliamentary constituency. The incident
unfolded as leaders like People's Democratic Party
chief Mehbooba Mufti and National Conference (NC)
candidate Mian Altaf were preparing to submit their
nomination papers. Additionally, NC vice-president
Omar Abdullah had plans to host a rally in Anantnag.
This attack, labeled as the third of its kind this year by
police, prompted widespread condemnation from all
political parties in the Kashmir Valley. [The Indian
Express]

India: First test flight of locally developed
cruise missile

(fd) On APril 19, India achieved a significant milestone
in its defense capabilities with the successful test flight
of an Indigenous Technology Cruise Missile (ITCM).
Developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), the test demonstrated the
missile's capability for very low altitude sea-skimming
flight, showcasing advancements in indigenous
defense technology. The test, which involved
comprehensive monitoring using various range
sensors and the Indian Air Force's Su-30-Mk-I aircraft,
highlighted the efficient performance of all
subsystems. [Mint] [Defence Blog]
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India: Vice Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi
to take over as next Navy Chief

(fd) In India, Vice Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi has
been appointed as the next Chief of the Naval Staff,
succeeding Admiral R Hari Kumar on April 30. With
nearly 39 years of service, Vice Admiral Tripathi is a
communication and electronic warfare specialist,
having served on various warships. He has held
significant operational and staff roles, such as Fleet
Operations Officer of the Western Fleet and Director of
Naval Operations. Prior to his current role as Vice Chief
of the Naval Staff, he served as the Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command, and
Commandant of the Indian Naval Academy at
Ezhimala. [Economic Times] [Business Standard]

India: Navy conducts extensive exercise
along east coast to test preparedness

(fd) On April 20, The Indian Navy conducted a large-
scale exercise along the East Coast called "Poorvi
Leher," which translates to "Eastern Wave." This
exercise aimed to assess the Navy's preparedness to
address maritime security challenges in the region. It
involved ships, submarines, aircraft, and special naval
forces, with participation from assets from the Eastern
Naval Command, Indian Air Force, Andaman and
Nicobar Command, and Coast Guard, demonstrating a
high level of interoperability. [Economic Times] [The
Hindu]

India: Three IEDs seized in Jammu and
Kashmir’'s Poonch

(fd) Ahead of the general elections a joint team of the
police, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and
Rashtriya Rifles found three Improvised Explosive
Devices (IED). After receiving a tipoff, the security
forces found IEDs’ weighting 5kg, 10kg and 20kg in a
terrorist hideout. The IEDs were destroyed in a
controlled explosion. [Udayavani]

The Maldives: President Muizzu’s party on
course for landslide victory in
parliamentary election
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(Im) In the recent Maldives parliamentary election,
President Mohamed Muizzu's People's National
Congress (PNC) party has achieved a significant victory,
securing a commanding majority in parliament. The
PNC managed to grab key seats in former MDP
strongholds including in the capital Male, Addu City
and Kulhudhuffushi City in the north. Preliminary
results indicate that the PNC has won 70 out of 93
seats, potentially granting them a supermajority with
additional seats from allied parties. [Al Jazeera]

In contrast, the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP), which had put up a similar, impressive show in
2019, suffered a significant defeat, securing only 15
seats compared to their previous 65. Meanwhile, The
Democrats, founded by former president Mohamed
Nasheed after splitting with the MDP in 2023, lost all
seats the party contested while former president
Abdulla Yameen's new party, the People's National
Front, also lost all the seats it contested, according to
provisional results and media projections. [Reuters]

One of the notable implications of this election
outcome is the acceleration of the Maldives' pivot
towards China, away from its traditional ally, India.
Muizzu's PNC has been advocating for closer economic
ties with China, and this landslide victory solidifies their
mandate to pursue this agenda. Moreover, Muizzu's
victory also consolidates his position domestically,
enabling him to pursue his policy agenda more
effectively. [The Hindu]

Voters had to choose 93 members of parliament from
368 candidates for the next five years. Voter turnout
was 72.9 percent, the Maldives Elections Commission
said, lower than the 82 percent that voted in 2019.

The Maldives: High Court overturns ex-
President Yameen's prison sentence

(aa) In the Maldives, the High Court has made a
significant decision to overturn the conviction and 11-
year prison sentence of former President Abdulla
Yameen on money laundering and bribery charges and
ordered a retrial. This ruling came just two days ahead
of the nation's parliamentary elections and had
immediate implications as Yameen was now able to
field candidates from his newly formed political party,
the People's National Front. [Al Jazeera] [The edition]

In December 2022, Yameen was found guilty on
charges of accepting a bribe related to leasing an islet
for tourism development during his tenure from 2013
to 2018. However, the High Court's decision nullifies
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this verdict due to procedural irregularities. His co-
accused, businessman Yusuf Naeem, who was
implicated in the alleged bribery case, has also been
released following the court's decision. [Reuters]

However, Yameen is facing separate bribery charges,
with ongoing proceedings at the court. He was
sentenced to jail and fined USD 5 million in 2019 for
embezzling USD 1 million in state funds, which the
prosecution said was acquired through the lease of
resort development rights.

Yameen, who lost power in 2018, declared that his
political convictions remain unchanged after the
release. Considered an advocate of an Anti-Indian
stance, he questions how far the current government
has made the Maldives independent from foreign
influence. [The edition 2]

The Maldives: President Muizzu accused
of corruption in leaked report

(aa) Maldivian opposition parties have demanded a
probe and impeachment of President Mohamed
Muizzu following the leaked report of his alleged
corruption from 2018, a charge dismissed by him. The
documents issued by the Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU) show irregularities in money transfers to the
President's personal bank account as well as financial
misconduct, including the use of corporate entities to
hide fund origins. Despite calls for investigation, no
government agency has commented on the issue.
[NDTV World]

The Maldives: President Muizzu appoints
two members to Supreme Council for
Islamic Fatwa

(Im) In the Maldives, President Mohamed Muizzu has
appointed two new members to the Supreme Council
for Islamic Fatwa, an institution responsible for issuing
religious rulings (fatwas) on matters related to Islamic
law (Sharia). Moosa Anwar Hassan and Ali Zahir have
been appointed to the council, with Ali Zahir
representing academic staff from Maldives National
University or the Islamic University of Maldives, and
Moosa Anwar appointed under the Ministry's counsel.
[the edition]

The council, mandated by the Protection of the
Religious Unity Among Maldivians Act, currently
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consists of five members. The establishment of the
council occurred in 2008 during President Mohamed
Nasheed's administration and gained constitutional
recognition during President Abdulla Yameen's tenure.
Despite operating effectively during Yameen's
presidency, the council faced disruption when the term
of its members expired in 2021. Last year's
appointments mark the first addition to the council
since the expiration of the previous members' terms
two years prior.

The Maldives: Prosecutors allege football
association mishandled USD 12 million

(Im) In the Maldives, the Prosecutor General's Office
revealed that the FIFA sent USD 12 million to the
Football Association of Maldives (FAM) over six years,
but the funds were exchanged through various
individuals without following proper procedures. [the
edition]

FAM President Bassam Adeel Jaleel faces charges of
money laundering and fraud for depositing USD 10,000
of the FIFA funds into his personal account and using it
for personal expenses. The potential sentence for this
offense ranges from a fine of USD 10,000 to USD 1
million and a prison term of 5 to 15 years.

Nepal: Koshi provincial assembly passes
resolution asking chief minister to seek
trust vote

(Im) In Nepal, the Koshi Province Assembly has passed
a resolution motion directing Chief Minister Kedar
Karki to seek a vote of confidence from the assembly.
The motion, tabled by the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist), received majority support,
with 52 assembly members voting in favor and three
staying neutral. Despite this, members of the
opposition Nepali Congress did not participate in the
voting. [The Kathmandu Post]

Chief Minister Karki, a member of the Nepali Congress,
had refused to step down or seek a vote of confidence,
even after losing support from parties that had
previously backed him, including the Unified Marxist-
Leninist. The Speaker, Ambar Bahadur Bista,
attempted to mediate between the parties but failed to
reach a resolution.
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Karki subsequently wrote to the Speaker, urging him
not to entertain the opposition's resolution motion
seeking his resignation in the provincial assembly.
While Karki argued that his appointment as chief
minister precludes the possibility of a new
government, legal experts argue that he is
constitutionally obligated to either prove his majority
or resign. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Janata Samajbadi Party quits
Lumbini government

(Im) In Nepal's Lumbini province, the Janata Samajbadi
Party has opted to withdraw its support from the
provincial government, citing communication
breakdowns and disagreements over the allocation of
ministerial positions. The resignation of Agriculture
and Land Management Minister Bhandari Lal Ahir on
April 21 highlighted the party's frustration with Chief
Minister Jokh Bahadur Mahara's failure to adhere to
previously agreed-upon terms, particularly regarding
the allocation of two ministerial roles. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Mahara, a standing committee member of Prime
Minister Dahal's Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre), assumed the chief minister position earlier in
the month following the formation of a new multi-
party alliance in Nepal's federal political landscape [see
AiR No. 15, April/2024, 2]. A week after assuming office,
on April 12, he secured a confidence vote in the
provincial assembly, with the backing of 48 lawmakers
from the Unified Marxist-Leninist, Maoist Centre, and
others.

Since then, Mahara has formed and expanded his
Cabinet. But he has not allocated additional ministries
to the Samajbadi Party beyond Minister Bhandari Lal
Ahir’s allocation of the agriculture portfolio, despite
earlier agreements on ministerial allocation.
[nepalpress]

Nepal: Anti-graft body charges former
Nepal Telecom managing director in
illegal wealth case

(Im) In Nepal, the Commission for Investigation of
Abuse of Authority (CIAA) has filed a corruption case
against Sunil Paudel, the former managing director of
Nepal Telecom, accusing him of amassing illegal wealth
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worth approximately USD 1.78 million. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The case was filed at the Special Court, alleging that
Paudel acquired the property by misusing his position.
The CIAA investigated Paudel's property ownership
from June 2, 2004, to March 14, 2023, during which he
held no public position from 2005 to 2008.

Additionally, Paudel was convicted on corruption
charges related to the procurement of the National
Payment Gateway system. The CIAA accused him and
others of causing financial loss to the state by
purchasing the system at an inflated price without
proper infrastructure preparation.

Nepal: Supreme Co-operative chair sent to
judicial custody; others released on bail

(Im) Om Prakash Gurung, chairman of the Supreme
Saving and Credit Co-operative, was remanded to
judicial custody by the Rupandehi District Court for
cooperative fraud allegations, involving embezzlement
of over USD 7.5 million. While Gurung was sent to jail,
six others accused in the case, including Dipesh Pun,
son of former Vice President Nanda Bahadur Pun,
were released on bail. The court set varying bail
amounts for each of them. [The Kathmandu Post]

Of note, the investigation into the embezzlement case
involving the Supreme Saving and Credit Co-operative
unveiled connections to other companies and
individuals implicated in similar fraudulent activities.
One such individual is GB Rai, who stands accused of
orchestrating similar fraud schemes and is said to be
hiding in Malaysia. Furthermore, the investigation
highlighted the connection between GB Rai and Rabi
Lamichhane, Nepal's home minister, who is facing
mounting pressure to pave the way for an investigation
into allegations of his involvement in the
embezzlement of funds of savings cooperatives based
in Pokhara and Butwal.

Nepal: Ministry of education will penalize
teachers involved in partisan politics

(tg) Nepal's ministry of education has declared its
intention to strongly implement its law against political
bias in its teaching staff. The education minister has
sought support on this matter from the chief election
commissioner. As it stands, it is currently illegal for
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teachers or professors to be actively involved in
partisan politics. This is true for all employees of the
Nepali state. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dilapidated Rolpa district prison
housing inmates twice its capacity

(Im) In Nepal, the Rolpa District Prison in Libang is
severely overcrowded, accommodating twice its
designated capacity. Built in 1982 for 50 prisoners, it
now houses 123 inmates. The cramped conditions
increase the risk of violence among prisoners,
particularly those in judicial custody. Many suffer from
communicable diseases and mental health issues due
to overcrowding. Construction of a new prison has
been delayed, leaving authorities struggling to provide
basic necessities. The dire situation has led to escapes
and even suicides. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 295 complaints registered seeking
repatriation of kin fighting in Russia-
Ukraine war

(Im) Relatives of Nepalis serving in the Russian military
are demanding action from the governments of Nepal
and Russia. With 295 complaints filed at the
Department of Consular Services seeking repatriation
of their relatives, the families are pressing for the
return of illegal recruits and compensation for the
deceased. Despite efforts to dissuade Nepalis from
joining the Russian army, 68 have returned, and 22
have been declared dead, with DNA testing underway
for 15 others. [The Kathmandu Post]

Efforts at diplomatic intervention have seen Nepal's
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs
Narayan Kaji Shrestha engaging in discussions with his
Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov. These discussions
have yielded assurances from the Russian side
regarding compensation for the families of those killed
in action. However, bureaucratic hurdles, including the
translation and attestation of documentation, have
delayed the distribution of compensation, further
exacerbating the frustration and anguish of the
victims' families.

In response to the perceived inaction of the
government, relatives and family members of Nepalis
serving in the Russian army have taken to the streets
in protest. Their demands extend beyond mere
repatriation, encompassing dignified compensation for
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the deceased and injured, as well as assurances of
safety for those still serving in conflict zones.
Additionally, they seek transparency regarding the
number and identities of Nepalis serving in the Russian
army, and accountability for the intermediaries
involved in their recruitment.

Pakistan: Main opposition PTI to launch
nationwide agitation over by-poll ‘rigging’

(Im) Pakistan’s main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party is mobilizing for nationwide rallies on
April 26th, condemning what they allege to be
widespread rigging in the recent by-elections held
across 21 constituencies. [Arab News]

By-elections took place on April 21 for two seats each
of the National Assembly in Punjab and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, along with one seat in Sindh.
Additionally, twelve seats of the Punjab Assembly and
two each of the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
assemblies were contested. Unofficial results indicate
that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) secured the majority of seats.
The by-polls occurred amidst tight security measures
and the suspension of cellular and internet services in
specific districts of Punjab and Balochistan. [The
Hindu]

PTI members assert that the elections were marred by
blatant irregularities, particularly in areas such as
Gujrat, Sheikhupura, and Lahore. In response, they
have announced a series of demonstrations, starting
with protests across all four provinces of Pakistan.

Pakistan: Government says it blocked
social media platform X over ‘national
security’

(Im) In Pakistan, authorities have attributed their
decision to block access to the social media platform X
(formerly Twitter) - which has now extended into its
third month - to national security concerns. [Al
Jazeeral]

In a written submission to the Islamabad High Court,
the interior ministry said that the suspension, which
began in February following allegations of vote
manipulation during the general elections, was based
on confidential reports from intelligence and security
agencies, alleging that the platform was being
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exploited by "hostile elements" to foment chaos and
destabilize the country. Additionally, the interior
ministry emphasized X's purported failure to comply
with government directives and address concerns
regarding the platform's misuse, which led to the
imposition of the ban.

Opponents of the ban argue that it was politically
motivated and aimed at stifling dissent following the
contentious February elections, which were marred by
allegations of vote rigging and protests. The Sindh High
Court ordered the government to restore access to X
within one week, responding to a legal challenge
against the ban. However, access to the platform has
been inconsistent, with users resorting to virtual
private networks (VPNs) to bypass restrictions. [Voice
of America]

Pakistan: Finance Minister expresses hope
of larger IMF program amid Washington
meetings

(Im) Pakistan's Finance Minister, Muhammad
Aurangzeb, expressed optimism about securing a
larger bailout program from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) during his meetings with global
financial institutions in Washington. Aurangzeb, who
has been in Washington for spring meetings organized
by the IMF and World Bank, stated that Pakistan was
seeking a "larger and longer" multi-billion-dollar loan
program from the IMF. [Arab News]

Discussions with IMF officials were underway, with
priorities and principles to be agreed upon upon their
return to Islamabad. Pakistan's current nine-month,
USD 3 billion loan program with the IMF is set to expire
this month. The country had signed the agreement
with the IMF in June 2023 to avoid default and is
believed to have requested an additional USD 8 billion
bailout program.

Aurangzeb also met with representatives of rating
agencies S&P Global and Fitch Ratings to address
concerns on various economic indicators, including
external balance, inflation, primary balance, and
interest rates. He highlighted ongoing reforms in
taxation, energy, and privatization, aligning with
multilateral institutions' priorities such as climate
change, digitalization, and human development.
Additionally, Aurangzeb mentioned potential Saudi
investments in Pakistan during his discussions.
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Pakistan: Government hopes to get new
IMF loan by early July; nine-year high
current account surplus

(Im) Pakistan achieved a current account surplus of
USD 619 million in March, marking its highest in nine
years. This improvement contributed to a significant
reduction in the cumulative current account deficit
from July 2023 to March 2024 compared to the
previous year. Factors such as increased remittances,
particularly during Eid, were cited as reasons for the
surplus. [Arab News 1]

This positive economic development coincides with
Pakistan's ongoing negotiations with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a new bailout program and
investment from friendly countries like Saudi Arabia.
Islamabad is actively pursuing a new financial
arrangement with the IMF, aiming to secure it by June
or early July. The country's current USD 3 billion IMF
program, initiated last summer to prevent a sovereign
default, is set to expire in late April. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb emphasized the need for a
larger, long-term loan to bolster macroeconomic
stability and facilitate structural reforms. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Poliovirus resurgence sparks
concerns

(nw/Im) In Pakistan, the recent identification of
poliovirus in sewage water samples from 30 districts
has reignited worries about a possible resurgence of
polio cases. These samples are connected to a genetic
cluster previously eliminated within Pakistan in 2021
but reintroduced through cross-border transmission
from Afghanistan in January 2023. [DAWN] [Voice of
America]

Pakistan: Five Japanese workers escape
suicide blast targeting van; bystander dies

(Im) In Karachi, Pakistan, a suicide bomber targeted a
van carrying Japanese nationals. Fortunately, the
Japanese workers escaped unharmed, but one
bystander lost their life and three others sustained
injuries. Initially, police stated that the van was en
route to an industrial area where the Japanese
individuals worked, but they later corrected this
statement regarding their employment. While no
group immediately claimed responsibility for the
attack, suspicions were raised regarding separatist
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groups or the Pakistani Taliban, given their history of
targeting security forces and foreign nationals.
[Associated Press]

Pakistan: 5 custom officers killed during
security operation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

(nw) Five custom officials were killed during an
intelligence-based operation (IBO) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)'s Dera Ismail Khan district. Governor
Ghulam Ali of KP vowed justice for the attack on
customs officials in DI-Khan. He emphasized the need
for law enforcement to strategize to prevent future
incidents. [Dawn 1] [Dawn 2]

Pakistan: Security forces foils infiltration
from Afghanistan, kill seven militants

(nw) Pakistan announced that its border security forces
successfully thwarted an attempt by a group of seven
terrorists to cross over from Afghanistan. The incident
took place in the volatile district of North Waziristan
along the Afghan border. Pakistani forces recovered a
significant quantity of weapons, ammunition, and
explosives from the slain militants. [Tribune] [Voice of
Americal

While no group claimed responsibility for the incident,
Pakistan has long accused elements of the Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) of orchestrating cross-border
attacks from Afghan sanctuaries. The escalation of
violence along the border has led to tensions between
Pakistan and Afghanistan, with Pakistan urging the
Taliban government to fulfill its obligations to prevent
terrorism against Pakistan.

In separate but related events, the Pakistan army
conducted two operations in the northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, resulting in the killing of eleven
militants. The operations, carried out in Dera Ismail
Khan District and North Waziristan District, targeted
terrorists involved in various attacks against security
forces and civilians. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Sindh province to step up
efforts against street crime after dozens
killed in Karachi


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-al/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ay/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-aj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-at/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-at/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ai/

(Im) Amidst a surge in street crime in the city of
Karachi, Pakistan's Sindh province has decided to
escalate its efforts to combat the issue head-on. In
response to the alarming escalation of violent
incidents, particularly muggings, a high-level meeting
convened at the Chief Minister's House attended by
top officials, including police chiefs and military
commanders. Actions proposed include monitoring the
sale of stolen goods, revamping crime reporting
services, deploying nearly 170 additional vehicles for
police, and implementing E-tagging for repeat
offenders. [Arab News]

Karachi, with nearly one murder every other day this
year, witnessed the killing of at least 57 people,
including an army major tasked with Coast Guard
duties, during muggings, especially notable during
Ramadan. Additionally, the law enforcement
authorities reported 467 encounters with criminals this
year, resulting in numerous arrests and casualties
among suspects.

Sri Lanka: Three-day parliamentary
debate on Easter Sunday Attacks
scheduled for April 25-27

(aa) A three-day parliamentary debate on responsibility
for the Easter Sunday Attacks will be conducted
between April 25-27. It is the fourth discussion that
should shed light on the author behind the attack and
bring peace to the victims. Against the backdrop of
former President Maithripala Sirisena’s remarks
regarding his knowledge of the masterminds behind
the 2019 Easter Sunday suicide bombings, the main
opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B) puts high
hopes in final disclosure at the debate.

The 2019 Easter Sunday attacks refer to a series of six
near-simultaneous suicide bombings that occurred in
Sri Lanka on April 21, 2019. The attacks targeted
worshippers at Easter services at three churches and
tourists at three luxury hotels across the country,
resulting in the deaths of 270 people and injuring over
500 others.

A breakdown in communication caused by a rift
between Sirisena and the then-prime minister was
blamed for the failure of authorities to act on near-
specific foreign intelligence received prior to the
attacks. In January last year, the Supreme Court
observed that Sirisena, who was also defence minister
and commander in chief of the armed forces, had not
called regular meetings of the national security council
and had omitted key personnel from the meetings he
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held. The apex court ordered Sirisena and four other
officials to compensate victims for their negligence in
preventing the attack.

More recently, Sirisena disclosed during a public
speech in Kandy that he was aware of those
responsible for the attacks, contradicting his earlier
denial of any prior knowledge of the events [see AIR
No. 13, March/2024, 4]. In the past, two local groups
that had pledged allegiance to the ISIL (ISIS) group
were accused of carrying out attacks and the
government has prosecuted several people in
connection with the attacks. However, leaders of the
country’s Catholic church have said they suspect a
larger conspiracy and have demanded that the leaders
be revealed.

Meanwhile, the efficiency of the forthcoming
parliamentary debate - the fourth such debate - has
been questioned. Statements issued in Parliament are
not legally bound due to parliamentary privileges, said
the State Minister of Defence. He refers to the judiciary
as the only organ that can effectively deal with the
matter, as revelations of names and facts in parliament
have up until now led to nothing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President Ranil
Wickremesinghe to contest election under
independent party symbol

(Im) Sri Lanka President Ranil Wickremesinghe will

reportedly contest the upcoming election under an
independent party symbol, as stated by his United

National Party (UNP). [economynext]

Sri Lanka: Activist complains to bribery
commission on significant election
deposit increase

(Im) In Sri Lanka, A civil society activist has filed a
complaint against a recent cabinet decision to
drastically increase the deposit required for candidates
contesting elections in Sri Lanka. [economynext]

The cabinet decision, made jointly by President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and Minister of Justice Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe earlier this month, increases the deposit
for candidates representing recognized political parties
and independent candidates across various elections.
For instance, in presidential elections, the deposit for a
candidate representing a party has surged to roughly
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USD 8,580, while an independent candidate now faces
a deposit of USD 10,230. Similarly, parliamentary and
local government election deposits have also seen
substantial increases.

The chairman of the Citizens Movement Against Fraud,
Corruption, and Waste, Jamuni Kamantha Thushara,
criticized the move, stating that it would favor wealthy
and "corrupt" political parties. The complaint highlights
concerns about the affordability of elections for
ordinary citizens and criticizes the Commissioner of
Elections for supporting the deposit increase.

Sri Lanka: Tax revenue target exceeded by
6 percent in first quarter

(Im) Sri Lanka's revenue collection agencies have
exceeded tax revenue targets for the first quarter of
2024 by 6 percent. The three main tax collection
bodies - Sri Lankan Customs, Excise Department, and
Inland Revenue Department - collected approximately
USD 13.55 million in the first quarter, surpassing the
expected revenue target of approximately USD 12.99
million. [economynext]

Sri Lanka: Support from IMF in
problematic bondholder negotiations

(aa) Sri Lanka receives positive signals from the
International Monetary Fund expressing its willingness
to assist the country in talks with private bondholders.
The bondholder’s plans have not been aligned with the
IMF program parameters until now impeding the
completion of the second review. [The Island]

The setback in negotiations threatens the receipt of
the third installment of the 48-month Extended Fund
Facility (EEF) scheduled for June. Sri Lanka faces a tight
deadline to reach agreements with creditors, including
bondholders, before then. This tranche amounts to
USD 337 million. The total amount of Sri Lanka's EFF
Arrangement is about USD 3 billion as of the time of
program approval on March 20, 2023. Although
restructuring negotiations with private bondholders
face challenges due to disagreement on two key areas,
progress with bilateral creditors is proceeding
smoothly.

In related developments, a recent Asian Development
Bank report forecasts a moderate growth of 1.9
percent in 2024 and 2.5 percent in 2025 for Sri Lanka,
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following two years of economic contraction. However,
sustained growth depends on ongoing reforms and
positive consumer and business sentiment. [AiR No.
16, April/2024, 3]

Sri Lanka: Government launches new e-
visa system

(aa) Sri Lanka launched a new online visa portal where
updated information on requirements, fees, and
validity periods for visas are available. The Lankan
government replaced the Electronic Travel
Authorization (ETA) method with a more convenient
application process beneficial to travelers and
investors alike. Except for certain nationalities such as
Cameroon, Ivory Coast, or Syria, everyone is eligible to
apply through the new online system. [Times of India]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Former prime minister's
comrades promoted to Four-Star Generals

(Ivw) Multiple of former Prime Minister and current
Senate President Hun Sen's comrades-in-arms have
received a significant promotion to the rank of Four
Star Generals in the army.

In a decree announced on April 19, Cambodian King
Norodom Sihamoni promoted eight senior military
officers from the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces
(RCAF) to the rank of Four-Star Generals. Two of the
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eight, Gen. Thorn and Gen. Por len, are veteran
comrades-in-arms who fought alongside Hun Sen as
former lieutenants in 1977 during the Khmer Rouge
Regime. With Hun Sen as commander of the 21st
Battalion Command, they fled across the border into
neighboring Vietnam to escape being killed by regime
purges, and to request aid from the Vietnamese
military to support overthrowing Pol Pot's regime.
[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: 300 detained during attempt
to illegally cross into Thailand

(Ivw) At least 300 Cambodian nationals have been
detained for attempting to cross the Cambodian
border to illegally work in Thailand. The men and
women were intercepted, apprehended and detained
by Bantaey Meancey Provincial Police on April 18.
According to officials, amongst the 300 were 154
women and 26 children, coming from provinces across
Cambodia. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Enhanced task force to crack
down on money laundering crimes

(Ivw) The Ministry of Justice has initiated a specialized
working group to proactively address concerns
regarding money laundering, terrorist financing, and
the funding of weapons of mass destruction (WMD).
Justice Minister Secretary Keng Somarith has been
appointed as the task force's chairman.

A government statement released April 17
underscored the need for heightened vigilance and
detailed the structure of the working group, including
vice-chairmen Song Chavoan, Pen Pichsaly, and Khlok
Dara.

The task force is designed to assess and mitigate the
risks surrounding illicit financial networks, using risk
assessments to spot potential vulnerabilities and
developing effective prevention strategies. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: World Bank report highlights
gender pay gap in country'’s public sector

(Ivw) A recent report by the World Bank reveals that in
Cambodia female public sector workers get paid
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eleven percent less than their male counterparts, for
completing the same jobs. While wage discrepancy
varies across government sectors, women earn less
across the board.

In the government's public administration sector, it hits
the highest levels of inequality at 30 percent, while the
rates for government employees are relatively high
compared to other ASEAN counterparts. Even within
Cambodia, government employee salaries are an
average of 19 percent higher salaries than those in the
private sector.

The World Bank report expects that, “Given these high
premia among technicians, it will not be surprising to
see a massive demand for these public sector jobs,
with hundreds of applicants for each vacancy.” The
report also highlights that Cambodia’s gender pay gap
has increased over time, from the study’s data tracking
wages from 2003 to 2020. While Cambodia’s gender
wage gap is more pronounced than the global average,
it does mirror the global trend where women earn
significantly less than male counterparts in both public
and private sectors. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Survey shows satisfaction with
administration of 2024 presidential
election

(jb) A recent survey by Indikator Politik Indonesia
shows that 75.7 percent of respondents are satisfied
with the administration of the 2024 presidential
election, with more than 60 percent disagreeing with
demands to disqualify President-elect Prabowo
Subianto, Jakarta Globe reports. The chief researcher,
Burhanuddin Muhtadi, revealed that only 18.2 percent
of respondents were dissatisfied, and 5.5 percent were
"very dissatisfied."

Among the voter bases, Prabowo Subianto-Gibran
Rakabuming Raka had the highest satisfaction rate at
89.8 percent, whereas Anies Baswedan-Muhaimin
Iskandar and Ganjar Pranowo-Mohammad Mahfud MD
showed lower rates of 39.8 percent and 51.3 percent,
respectively. Anies-Muhaimin voters expressed the
highest level of dissatisfaction at 60.2 percent, followed
by Ganjar-Mahfud voters at 48.7 percent.

The Constitutional Court is expected to announce its
verdict on Monday regarding the presidential election
dispute, where defeated candidates Anies and Ganjar
have petitioned for an annulment and a revote,
alleging election fraud and questioning Gibran's
candidacy legality. [Jakarta Globe]
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Indonesia: President Widodo enlists social
media influencers to promote new capital

(jb) In an innovative move to promote its new under-
construction capital, Nusantara, Indonesia's President
Joko Widodo has enlisted the help of social media
influencers. With plans to relocate 1.9 million people
from Jakarta to the new city, concerns over
deforestation and the appeal of the new location have
arisen.

The president recently guided influencers on a tour of
the city, showcasing features like the upcoming
presidential palace shaped like a golden eagle and
explaining that the city's eucalyptus trees are part of
an "industrial forest" that is periodically harvested.
Influencers like TikTok's Jerhemy Owen are sharing the
president's vision, describing Nusantara as a smart and
eco-friendly city with 65 percent forest and 25 percent
urban area.

The Indonesian government hopes that these
influencers, with their large youth following, will help
to dispel concerns and generate enthusiasm for the
new capital. However, not all feedback has been
positive, with some questioning the authenticity and
environmental impact of the project. [Rest of World]

Indonesia: Decision on imported goods
restrictions reversed amid public
backlash

(jb) Indonesia's government has backtracked on its
decision to limit the amount of imported goods carried
by air passengers following widespread public
criticism. The initial policy, introduced to protect local
industries, had inconvenienced overseas workers and
international shoppers, subjecting them to import
duties for exceeding set limits. Concerns had arisen
over potential extortion or illegal fees by airport
authorities.

The now-revoked Trade Minister's Regulation Number
36/2023, which came into effect on March 10, limited
passengers to 2 pairs of footwear, 2 bags, 5 textile
pieces, and electronics worth up to USD 1,500, capped
at 5 units. Mobile phones, headsets, and tablets were
restricted to 2 units annually per passenger.

Benny Rhamdani, Head of the Indonesian Migrant
Workers Protection Agency (BP2MI), announced the
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reversal, stating that the policy has reverted to the
previous Regulation Number 25/2022. Parcels sent by
Indonesian migrant workers valued up to USD 500 per
shipment, with up to three shipments annually or a
total of USD 1,500 per year, will remain exempt from
import duties. Non-migrant international passengers
are no longer bound by the 2023 restrictions. [Jakarta
Globe]

Indonesia: Sovereign wealth fund targets
investments up to USD 1 billion this year

(jb) Indonesia's sovereign wealth fund, the Indonesia
Investment Authority (INA), is targeting investments of
up to USD 1 billion this year, with green energy
initiatives as a priority. The fund is in discussions over
potential investments in the electric vehicle (EV)
ecosystem and geothermal energy, while also
providing financing for the early retirement of coal-
fired power plants, according to CFO Eddy Porwanto.

Indonesia aims to leverage its vast nickel reserves, the
world’s largest, to become a regional and global leader
in the green economy. INA is in talks with foreign
companies for joint investments in nickel mining,
smelting, and battery manufacturing.

The fund, initiated by President Joko Widodo in 2021
with a state injection of USD 5 billion, has assets under
management totaling USD 9.5 billion as of last year.
The focus on green energy comes as the region faces a
substantial investment gap to meet net-zero goals,
with Indonesia being one of the world's largest
emitters of greenhouse gases. [Financial Times]

Indonesia: Rupiah weakens to a four-year
low

(jb) The Indonesian rupiah has weakened to a four-
year low, reaching 16,200 per US dollar, prompting
reassurance from the government amidst concerns
over the impact on workers and industries that rely on
imported raw materials.

The rupiah’s depreciation is part of a broader trend
affecting many Asian currencies against the US dollar,
with the Japanese yen losing 8 percent and the South
Korean won 6 percent this year. Economists attribute
the rupiah's weakening to high inflation in the US, the
ongoing war in the Middle East, and concerns about
the upcoming change in government. Industries reliant
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on imported raw materials, such as automotive,
electronics, and pharmaceuticals, will feel the impact.

Despite the challenges, the Indonesian government
maintains a positive economic growth forecast for
2024 and assures the public of its control over the
situation. [Channel News Asia]

Meanwhile, Indonesian manufacturers are grappling
with challenges stemming from the rupiah's
depreciation against the US dollar and surging oil
prices, which are driving up input costs. The rupiah has
weakened in recent weeks due to uncertainties tied to
US monetary policy and geopolitical conflicts,
fluctuating between IDR 6,200 and IDR 16,300 per
dollar.

Meanwhile, Brent Crude, the international oil price
benchmark, reached a six-month high of USD 87.29
per barrel last week, with analysts predicting it could
surge further to USD 90 per barrel.

Jemmy Kartiwa, Chairman of the Indonesian Textile
Association, highlighted that the sharp decline in the
rupiah has intensified challenges for the domestic
textile industry, which is highly reliant on imports. Adhi
S Lukman, chairman of the Indonesian Food and
Beverage Producers Association, noted that both the
exchange rate and oil prices have led to increased
energy and logistics costs, reflected in rising
production expenses. He emphasized the need for
government intervention to stabilize the rupiah and
mitigate the rising production costs. [Borneo Bulletin]

Indonesia: Refined tin exports decrease in
March 2024

(jb) Indonesia's refined tin exports in March 2024
decreased by 19.4 percent year-on-year to 3,858.35
metric tons, according to data from the Trade Ministry.
The decline is attributed to delays in approvals of
annual work plans for mining companies due to
changes in the approval process at the mining
ministry.

However, Indonesia's largest tin miner, PT Timah, has
resumed exports after securing a permit to export
around 30,000 metric tons of refined tin in 2024. Last
year, Indonesia produced 74,400 tons of refined tin,
making up about a fifth of global output, with 57,317
tons exported, as per World Bureau of Metal Statistics
data. [KITCO]
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Laos: Energy and mining sector struggling
amidst expert shortages

(Ivw) A critical shortage of qualified experts in Laos’
Ministry of Energy and Mines is hampering the
enforcement of industry standards across the state’s
expanding mining and hydro projects, leading to
challenges in ensuring quality management and
monitoring. This shortage poses increased risks for
local communities and the environment.

A recent ministry survey revealed that almost half of
the mining companies in Laos fail to comply with
regulations, contractual obligations, and industry
standards, indicating a dangerous lapse in necessary
safeguards.

To address this, the ministry must significantly increase
its workforce, employing at least 2,500 employees
before 2025, to monitor and manage the growing
number of hydropower projects. Laos has actively
expanded its dam building and hydropower projects in
recent years in efforts to become the ‘battery of
Southeast Asia’, but the shortage of experts,
technicians, and skilled personnel poses technical,
bureaucratic, and safety risks.

The situation underscores the need to provide more
training to the ministry’s employees. During a cabinet
meeting this January, Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone ordered all mining projects, including
preliminary ones, to be reassessed to ensure
compliance with regulations and safety standards.
[Radio Free Asia]

Malaysia: Prime minister affirms stability
of Unity government

(dql) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has reaffirmed that
his Unity Government was stable, underscoring the
strong relationship between the parties of the ruling
coalition.

Anwar made this statement during the national
convention of the People's Justice Party (PKR), which he
leads, and which is one of the main partners of the
Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition. Consisting of centre-
left political parties, PH is the largest coalition in the
House of Representatives holding 81 seats out of 222
parliamentary seats. It has been part of a "Unity
Government" since November 2022 together with
other political coalitions and parties.
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With the statement, Anwar responded criticism from
parts of the governing coalition accusing the Unity
Government of failing to make any changes or reform
the country.

Anwar further defended his government, citing
successes such as not compromising on the
independence of the country's judiciary and the
strength of the enforcement agencies to act decisively
without political interference. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Indian-based political party
joins Perikatan Nasional coalition

(dqgl) The Malaysian Indian People’s Party (MIPP) has
joined the Perikatan Nasional coalition, the second
largest political coalition in the House of
Representatives, the lower house of the Malaysia's
bicameral parliament, with 74 seats after Pakatan
Harapan (PH) with 81 seats.

Perikatan Nasional secretary-general Hamzah Zainudin
confirmed on April 23 the coalition’s decision to accept
MIPP as new member.

Registered as a political party in 2019, the MIPP is the
first Indian-based party in the coalition, which
comprises Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (Bersatu),
PAS, Gerakan and Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP).

The party holds no seat in the lower house or the
upper house of the parliament. [Focus Malaysia]

Malaysia: Southeast Asia’s largest
integrated circuit design park to be built

(dgl) Malaysia is planning to build Southeast Asia’s
largest integrated circuit design park, in a bid to
promote domestic semiconductor design, prototyping,
and manufacturing, with the government announcing
to offer incentives, such as tax breaks, office space
subsidies, and visa exemption fees, to attract tech
companies and investors to the facility.

The plan for the Malaysia Semiconductor Accelerator
and IC Design Park aligns with the government’s
ambition to establish the country as a leader in
semiconductor front-end design, aiming a position
among the top 20 countries in the global startup
ecosystem index by 2030.
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In addition, the country's sovereign wealth Khazanah
Nasional will also launch an investment fund for
innovative high-growth Malaysian companies, with an
initial MYR 1 billion (USD 209 million) allocated for
launching new policies to support Malaysian start-ups.
[Reuters]

Malaysia: Collision of two navy
helicopters

(dqgl) A collision of two Malaysian navy helicopters in
mid-air on April 23 killed all 10 crew on board. The
incident occurred when the helicopters flew in
formation during a rehearsal for a military parade.

It follows an earlier crash of a Malaysian coast guard
helicopter in March into the sea off Malaysia's Angsa
Island during a training flight. The pilot, co-pilot and
two passengers on board were by fishermen. [Al
Jazeeral]

Malaysia: Two vessels detained for illegal
anchoring

(dqgl) Two African-registered vessels, a Sierra Leone-
registered cargo ship and a Comoros-registered oil
tanker, and 44 crew members from Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Iran and Pakistan have been detained by
the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
for illegal anchoring in Malaysian waters.

Over the past three years, nearly 300 vessels have
been detained in Malaysian waters for various
offences. [Bernamal]

Myanmar: Junta releases more than 3,000
prisoners in Thingyan amnesty

(jw) Myanmar's military junta released 3,303 prisoners
in a mass amnesty in honor of the Thingyan New Year
festival.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing pardoned the
prisoners on April 17. Among them were 28 foreigners
who will be deported from the country. In addition,
several political prisoners were released including Dr.
Hkalam Samson, a prominent Kachin Christian leader.
National League for Democracy affiliates, Kachin State
Social Affairs Minister Ne Win, Kachin State
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immigration and population minister Zaw Win, and
Thant Zin Tun, an elected lawmaker from Naypyidaw,
were also released.

The country's remaining prisoners will have their
sentences cut by one-sixth. The reduction excluded
those convicted under terrorism, corruption, weapons,
and drug charges.

These amnesties are common during important
national and Buddhist holidays, and similar releases
have occurred during the past three Thingyan
festivals. These releases came a day after ousted
leader Aung San Suu Kyi was moved to house arrest
(see article below).

According to critics, historically, these pardons have
been used to showcase the benevolent nature of
Myanmar's government to invoke a sense of political
legitimacy. [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Aung San Suu Kyi moved from
prison to house arrest

(jb) Myanmar's ousted leader and Nobel laureate, Aung
San Suu Kyi, has been moved from prison to house
arrest due to a severe heatwave, Major General Zaw
Min Tun announced on April 16.

Despite the move, the National Unity Government
called for the unconditional release of Suu Kyi and Win
Myint, the former president, emphasizing the military's
responsibility for their health and security.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
reported that about 20,351 people remain in detention
for opposing the military rule. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

Suu Kyi, 78, has been imprisoned since the 2021
military coup and is serving a 27-year sentence on
what supporters and rights groups consider politically
motivated charges.

Myanmar: Former Kachin Baptist
Convention president arrested

(jw/jb) Less than a day after this release, former Kachin
Baptist Convention president Dr. Hkalam Samson was
rearrested before dawn on April 18.

His wife and an official from the Kachin Peace-talk
Creation Group were also taken away. The reason for
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the arrests is unclear.

Dr. Samson was previously arrested at Mandalay
International Airport in December 2022 and was held
in Myitkyina Prison for 16 months before he was
released on April 17. He was sentenced to six years on
charges of unlawful association, state defamation, and
terrorism.

The charges are widely considered to be politically
motivated because Dr. Samson had discussed the
junta's persecution of ethnic minorities with former
President Donald Trump in 2019. [The Irrawaddy]

Since the military coup in 2021, the junta has
imprisoned over 26,500 people, with more than 20,300
still in detention, according to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Rebels launch rocket attack
against military academy

(jw) A rocket attack by anti-coup fighters resulted in
four deaths and 12 injuries at an elite military academy
in Pyin Oo Lwin. Myanmar's military junta condemned
the attack, saying that it targeted civilians.

The junta additionally said that fighters from a local
People's Defense Force randomly shot 11 rockets and
hit a hospital, monastery and hotel.

The Mandalay People's Defense Force contends that its
fighters only targeted the academy. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Ethnic armed groups form an
alliance to oust military junta from Mon
state

(jb) Two ethnic armed groups in southern Myanmar,
the Mon State Revolutionary Force (MSRF) and the Mon
State Defense Force (MSFD), have formed an alliance
to oust the military junta from Mon state, which has
seen relative peace since the 2021 coup.

The groups agreed on 7 April 2024 to collaborate in
sharing equipment and training to expedite their fight
against the junta, as confirmed by MSDF commander
Thiri Mon Chan.

Both groups were established after the coup that
sparked the ongoing civil war in the country. The MSRF
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and MSFD are part of the Mon State Federal Council,
along with community-based organizations and
members of the Civil Disobedience Movement, formed
to resist military rule.

They are also in talks to expand their alliance to
include the New Mon State Party-Anti Dictatorship,
which broke away from the neutral New Mon State
Party due to increased junta attacks on civilians. [Radio
Free Asia]

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr.
downplays rift between vice president
and first lady

(Im) In the Philippines, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
has responded to an alleged rift between his wife, First
Lady Liza Araneta Marco, and Vice President Sara
Duterte, asserting that any Cabinet secretary failing to
perform their duties would be replaced but defended
Duterte's competence.

The strained relationship between the two women was
sparked by an incident where former President
Rodrigo Duterte, Sara Duterte's father, accused
President Marcos Jr. of being "bangag" (under the
influence) during a rally. While there's no direct
evidence of Duterte laughing at the accusation, the
First Lady criticized Sara Duterte for allegedly finding
amusement in the situation.

This rift has wider implications, given the political
alliance between the Marcos and Duterte families in
the 2022 elections, viewed by many as a strategic
partnership. However, tensions have emerged,
including a feud between Sara Duterte and Speaker
Martin Romualdez, as well as disagreements over
issues like rejoining the International Criminal Court
(ICC) and allegations of drug use.

The Philippines: Supreme Court overturns
dismissal of disqualification petition
against Cagayan Governor

(ms) The Philippines’ Supreme Court has decided to
overturn the Commission on Elections' (COMELEQC)
dismissal of a disqualification petition against Cagayan
Governor Manuel Mamba, stating that the COMELEC
"gravely abused its discretion" in handling the case.
The ruling sends the case back to the COMELEC for
proper disposition, and thus, reignites a contentious
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legal battle stemming from the 2022 gubernatorial
elections. [Philippine New Agency] [Phil Star] [Rappler]

The ruling follows a petition filed by Mamba's rival,
Maria Zarah Rose De Guzman-Lara, who contested the
Comelec's dismissal of her petition to disqualify
Mamba from the May 2022 elections. De Guzman-
Lara's petition, which accused Mamba of engaging in
vote-buying and misuse of public funds, was initially
dismissed by the COMELEC due to procedural issues
regarding its timing.

Central to the controversy is the interpretation of the
timeframe for filing petitions for disqualification. The
Supreme Court's ruling asserts that such petitions can
be lodged within the same day as a candidate's
proclamation, regardless of the exact timing.

The implications of the decision extend beyond
Cagayan, as it establishes a precedent for similar
election disputes nationwide, by prioritizing
substantive law over procedural technicalities.

The ramifications of the ruling for Cagayan province
are significant. With the case remanded back to the
Comelec for further review, the political landscape
faces uncertainty, and Governor Mamba's tenure
hangs in the balance. The decision could potentially
lead to a protracted legal battle and disrupt
governance in the province.

The Philippines: Comelec considers
delisting Party-list groups that failed to
wins seats in two consecutive elections

(ms) The Commission on Elections (Comelec) is
considering removing party-list groups from the
electoral list if they have failed to secure seats in the
past two consecutive elections, a significant
adjustment to the party-list system.

This potential move is based on the Party-list System
Act, which allows Comelec to refuse or cancel
registration of party-list groups under certain
conditions. Specifically, groups that have not won a
seat in Congress in two consecutive elections may face
delisting.

Comelec's motivation for this proposal is to streamline
the electoral process and reduce ballot overcrowding
and expressed the need for stricter screening
measures to ensure that only “deserving” groups
participate in future elections.
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The decision has elicited varied responses from
stakeholders. While some view it as a necessary step to
prevent abuse of the system and ensure genuine
representation, others raise concerns about potential
disenfranchisement of legitimate but struggling
parties.

Meanwhile, Comelec has been actively assessing
applications for party-list accreditation for the
upcoming 2025 elections. The aim is to verify the
authenticity of claims made by aspiring groups and
ensure their compliance with legal requirements.
[Business Mirror] [GMA News]

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr. calls
for nationwide collaboration against
criminality

(ms) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has issued a
directive for all national agencies and local government
units (LGUs) to actively engage in the government's
campaign against criminality.

Memorandum Circular No. 46, signed by Executive
Secretary Lucas Bersamin on April 18, emphasizes
support for the 2024 National Crime Prevention
Program (NCPP) of the Department of Interior and
Local Government (DILG). This program aims to
implement cross-cutting strategies fostering safe
communities and reducing criminal activities, aligning
with the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028.

The National Police Commission (NAPOLCOM) has
been designated as the lead agency for NCPP
implementation. The circular, released publicly on April
21, emphasizes the necessity for all government
entities to cooperate in executing the program.

Marcos' administration underscores the importance of
nationwide collaboration to ensure the success of anti-
crime efforts. With a focus on promoting secure
communities and upholding Filipino rights, the
initiative aims to significantly curb criminal activity
across the nation. As part of this concerted effort,
LGUs are urged to actively participate in implementing
the NCPP and related projects. [Daily Tribune]
[Philippine News Agency] [Phil Star]

The Philippines: Joint task force formed to
combat colorum vehicles
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Responding to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
directive to address the issue of colorum vehicles,
vehicles that operate without proper permits or
licenses, often in violation of transportation
regulations, the Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority (MMDA), Department of Transportation
(DOTr), and Department of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG) have joined forces to establish a
Joint Task Force (JTF). This collaboration aims to tackle
the problem of unauthorized vehicles operating within
Metro Manila.

The JTF, comprising representatives from the MMDA,
DOTr, DILG, and the Philippine National Police's Special
Project Group (DILG-SPG), will coordinate efforts to
conduct traffic operations and enforce regulations
against colorum vehicles. Members of the JTF are
granted authority to identify and penalize
transportation violations within the National Capital
Region (NCR), with the ability to issue citations and
tickets as needed.

Parallel to these efforts, the Philippine National Police
(PNP) under Police General Rommel Francisco Marbil
has announced measures to address potential
involvement of police officers in colorum operations.
The Integrity Monitoring and Enforcement Group
(IMEG) will conduct “lifestyle checks” on officers
suspected of engaging in illegal activities, reaffirming
the PNP's commitment to maintaining integrity within
its ranks. [Daily Tribune] [Manila Standard]
[Metropolitan Manila Development Authority]

The Philippines: Marcos Jr. orders
extended work hours for infrastructure
projects

(ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has issued
directives for extended construction hours and round-
the-clock emergency repairs on government
infrastructure projects under the “Build, Better, More”
program.

Emphasizing timely completion and quality assurance,
Marcos aims to fortify the nation's infrastructure
against the challenges of climate change. Projects
meeting stringent quality standards will receive
priority, ensuring longevity and resilience in the face of
calamities.

This move aligns with the administration's
commitment to expand the country's "Golden Age of
Infrastructure" by focusing on key endeavors like farm-
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to-market roads, mass transport systems, and airports.
[Manila Standard] [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Self-rated poverty and
hunger decline in first quarter of 2024

(ms) In a recent survey conducted by OCTA Research, a
private Filipino research institute, promising signs of
improvement in the economic well-being of Filipino
families have emerged, with self-rated poverty and
hunger experiencing declines in the first quarter of
2024.

The Tugon ng Masa (TNM) survey, conducted from
March 11 to 14, 2024, revealed a notable decrease in
self-rated poverty, with approximately 42 percent or
around 11.1 million Filipino families considering
themselves poor. This figure reflects a 3 percent
decrease from the previous quarter, marking a
continuing downward trend observed since July 2023.
The modest yet consistent decline is indicative of
gradual economic recovery, offering hope for better
living conditions for many households.

Significantly, the survey highlighted regional disparities
in self-rated poverty, with Mindanao recording the
highest percentage at 71 percent, followed by the
Visayas, Metro Manila, and Balance Luzon.

Accompanying the decline in self-rated poverty is a
reduction in self-rated hunger, with 11 percent or an
estimated 2.9 million families experiencing involuntary
hunger—a 3 percent decrease from the previous
quarter. This positive trend underscores efforts to
alleviate food insecurity and ensure access to
nutritious meals for vulnerable populations. [GMA
News] [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: BIFF leader and 11
Followers Killed in Maguindanao Clash

(ms) In a recent encounter between government
troops and alleged members of the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in Datu Saudi
Ampatuan, Maguindanao del Sur, a suspected BIFF
leader and around 10 others were killed.

The casualties included Mohiden Animbang,
purportedly the leader of the Karialan Faction within
the BIFF, and his brother, Saga Animbang, who was
allegedly the faction's operations chief. Mohiden
Animbang, also known as Kagui Karialan, was facing 47
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crime charges in various courts and was wanted for his
involvement in deadly bombings and other terrorist
activities.

The clash also resulted in seven soldiers sustaining
injuries. Major General Alex Rillera, commander of the
6th Infantry Division and Joint Task Force Central,
commended the efforts of the troops in neutralizing
the threat posed by the BIFF faction.

The operation was launched based on intelligence
gathered from locals, aiming to address the ongoing
security challenges in conflict-affected areas like
Maguindanao del Sur. The death of Mohiden
Animbang and his associates is seen as a significant
blow to the BIFF's capabilities in the region. [GMA
News] [Phil Star]

Singapore: Incoming premier Wong to
retain incumbent Lee Hsien Loong as
senior minister in cabinet

(Ib) Lawrence Wong, Singapore’s current deputy prime
minister and prime minister-designate, announced
that incumbent leader Lee Hsien Loong will serve as a
senior minister in his cabinet when Wong assumes
power on May 15. Wong, currently the finance
minister, plans to unveil a new cabinet lineup shortly
before his inauguration, with major changes expected
only after a general election, which must occur by
November 2025. [Reuters]

Singapore: Foreign affairs minister
receives letters with ‘distasteful’ photos,
threats

(Ib) In Singapore, several MPs, including Foreign
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, have reported receiving
extortion letters containing manipulated photos and
demands for money. They have filed police reports,
with one MP describing the photo he received as
"distasteful." Over 70 people in total have reportedly
received such letters between March and April 2024.
[The Sun Myanmar] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Electoral Boundaries Review
Committee yet to convene ahead of
potential general election
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(Ib) As of now, Singapore's Electoral Boundaries Review
Committee (EBRC) has not been convened, leading to
widespread speculation regarding the timeline for the
next General Election. This uncertainty is particularly
heightened due to Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong's
impending transition of leadership to Deputy Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong, scheduled for May 15. [Gutzy
Asia]

Speculation arises about the potential election date,
with pundits suggesting September as a possibility,
considering that the ruling party may seek to avoid
coinciding with major international events, such as the
elections in the United States and United Kingdom,
projected to occur around November. Additionally,
economic considerations, including recent export data
indicating a potential downturn, might influence the
timing of the election.

The EBRC's role is crucial in this process. It reviews
demographic shifts and housing developments to
advise on electoral changes, including constituency
boundaries.

Singapore: Rare protest against Israel
arms deal spotlights simmering views on
Gaza Strip war

(Ib) An anonymous protest in Singapore, marked by the
unfurling of a banner at Gardens by the Bay, has
stirred up significant attention and sparked a police
investigation. The protesters advocated for an end to
Singapore's arms trade with Israel, raising awareness
about their opposition to the country's involvement in
funding violence in the Gaza conflict. Their actions
were part of a broader global movement against
human rights abuses in Gaza, with similar protests
taking place in over 50 cities worldwide. [South China
Morning Post]

The protest occurred amidst a pivotal moment in
Singaporean politics, as Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong announced the timeline for Deputy Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong to succeed him. The
protesters referenced DPM Wong's recent social media
message, expressing their hopes that their actions
would influence future government decisions and
prioritize the concerns of Singaporeans.

While Singapore has played a role in international
efforts to broker a ceasefire in Gaza and provide
humanitarian aid to Palestinians, the protesters
argued that these efforts were undermined by the
country's continued support for the arms trade with
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Israel. They emphasized the urgency of their message,
stating that all avenues of appeal to government
officials had been exhausted, prompting them to
escalate their protests.

Singapore: In letters debate, lawyer
accuses authorities of intent to silence
Malaysian on death row

(Im) The lawyer of Pannir Selvam, a Malaysian currently
on death row in Singapore, has vehemently refuted
claims made by the Singapore Prison Service regarding
the letters purportedly authored by the inmate. The
Singapore Prison Service alleged that these letters,
widely circulated in Malaysian media, were not
authored by Pannir himself but by someone else. They
claimed that the publication of these letters appeared
to be part of an "orchestrated campaign" aimed at
pressuring the Singaporean government. [yahoo!news]

Pannir's lawyer, N. Surendran, vehemently denied the
Singaporean authorities' claims, asserting that all the
letters were handwritten by Pannir. Surendran
provided evidence in the form of handwritten copies of
the letters, which are in possession of Pannir's family,
and emphasized that these copies were also available
on an official website dedicated to saving Pannir.

Pannir Selvam, aged 32, currently faces death row in
Singapore after being convicted in 2017 for drug
trafficking. Despite a last-minute reprieve from
execution in May this year, Pannir continues his legal
battle against his death sentence.

Singapore: Inflation cooled more than
expected in March

(Im) Singapore's core inflation eased more than
expected in March, dropping to 3.1 percent year-on-
year after reaching 3.6 percent in February. This
decrease was attributed to slower price growth in
categories like food, transport, and utilities. Overall
inflation also slowed to 2.7 percent, the lowest in 2.5
years, largely due to a decline in private transport
costs. Analysts had forecasted higher inflation rates.
[The Straits Times]

Singapore: Fourth Type 218SG submarine
launched
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(Im) Singapore has reached another milestone in its
naval defense technology with the launch of the Type
218SG submarine "Inimitable" in collaboration with
Germany's thyssenkrupp Marine Systems. This
achievement follows the successful launches of the
"Invincible" in 2019 and the simultaneous unveiling of
the "Impeccable" and "lllustrious" in December 2022.
Dignitaries including Boris Pistorius, Germany's Federal
Minister of Defence, and Teo Chee Hean, Singapore's
Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister for National
Security, attended the ceremony. [Naval Technology]

The Inimitable, joining its predecessors, enhances
Singapore's maritime defense capabilities with its low
signature design and air-independent propulsion
system, ensuring extended underwater endurance.
With dimensions of approximately 70 meters in length
and a displacement of around 2,000 tons, these
submarines represent the largest vessels ever
constructed by Marine Systems. Following rigorous
testing, the "Inimitable" is slated for handover starting
in 2025.

Thailand: Constitutional Court rejects
parliament petition on constitution
amendment process

(bk/Im) Thailand's Constitutional Court has dismissed
the petition by parliament’s lower House seeking an
interpretation of regulations over whether the
constitution can be amended before a referendum
takes place and how many referendums should be
held in the charter amendment process. The petition
had also asked the apex court to rule on whether
parliament can put a proposed charter amendment
motion on its agenda for deliberation. [Bangkok Post 1]

Seven of the court's judges unanimously on April 17
voted to reject the petition, saying the court had
already issued an interpretation on the topic through
its ruling in March 2021 in which it noted that "The
Parliament is endowed with the duties and powers to
establish a new constitution. However, prior to this, a
referendum must be conducted for the citizens to
voice their will for or against the new constitution.
Then, upon completion, the draft must be subjected to
final approval or disapproval through a public
referendum." Additionally, the judges note that this
issue had nothing to do with parliament’s scope of
power. The parliament president already has the
power to put the matter on parliament's agenda in line
with meeting regulations, the judges said.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gt/

However, varying interpretations of "prior to this" have
sparked parliamentary debates regarding the timing
and frequency of the specified referendums ever since.
Both the ruling Pheu Thai and the main opposition
Move Forward (MFP) parties suggested that two
referendums - one before the drafting of the new
constitution and another before its promulgation -
would suffice. However, others, including the
Secretariat of the House of Representatives, deemed
"prior to this" as 'prior to any parliamentary actions
associated with the establishment of the new
constitution - directly or indirectly’, thereby expanding
the referendum requirements to three.

As a result, in early February this year, proposed
changes to Chapter 15 of the Constitution (i.e.
amending the Constitution to permit its subsequent
rewriting) were denied inclusion in the parliamentary
agenda, citing the Constitutional Court's 2021
judgment. Against this backdrop, the lower House
voted 233 to 103 late last month to ask the
Constitutional Court for a ruling on how many public
referendums would be needed for a new Constitution
to be written.

Speaking against this backdrop, Parit Wacharasindhu,
the chairman of the House Committee on Political
Development, Mass Communications, and Public
Participation, pointed out that the court's response to
the petition provided a strong foundation for
Parliament to commence deliberation on the proposed
changes to the Constitution to set in motion steps
towards the new constitution, with only two
referendums necessary. [X (formerly, Twitter) 1] [X 2] [X
3]

Meanwhile, however, the Cabinet will reportedly
endorse the government'’s position to hold three
referenda as a requisite for amending the entire
constitution. This position was later endorsed by
House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, who said
that three referenda is deemed the best course of
action to avoid the charter amendment bid later being
nullified by the Constitutional Court. [Bangkok Post 2]
[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Ex-premier Yingluck may return
under ‘Thaksin model’, government
advisor says

(Im) Thailand's former Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra may potentially return home following a
model similar to her brother Thaksin's, according to
Prime Minister advisor Pichit Chuenban. Yingluck, who


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-gu/

fled overseas in 2017 after being sentenced to five
years in jail for negligence in a rice subsidy scheme,
could utilize a process akin to Thaksin's, who received
a royal pardon upon his return in August last year,
reducing his sentence. [Bangkok Post]

Thaksin, twice elected premier and ousted in a 2006
military coup, was jailed for eight years on graft and
abuse-of-power charges upon his return in August last
year. His arrival in Thailand came on the same day his
Pheu Thai Party returned to government in alliance
with pro-military parties, leading some observers to
conclude that a backroom deal had been struck to cut
his jail time. In fact, Thaksin's sentence was cut to one
year by King Maha Vajiralongkorn within days of his
return, and Thaksin was ultimately released on parole
in February this year because of his age and health.

Earlier this month, Thaksin said that he was working to
bring his sister Yingluck back to the country this year,
adding that he would have answers for the "majority of
the society" and opposition from the "minority" would
be normal. [AIR No. 16, April/2024, 3]

This came against the backdrop of significant legal
success: In December of the previous year, the
Supreme Court acquitted Yingluck of malfeasance in
her 2011 transfer of a National Security Council
secretary-general, following two prior postponements.
Furthermore, the court rescinded an arrest warrant for
Yingluck, which had been issued when she did not
appear in court for her trial in the case back in
November of the previous year [see AR No. 52,
December/2023, 4]. Last month, the Supreme Court
acquitted her and five others of malfeasance and
collusion in the awarding of a THB 240-billion (roughly
USD 6.7 billion) campaign to promote her
government's infrastructure projects [see AR No. 10,
March/2024, 1].

Still, for Yingluck to return to Thailand without facing
imprisonment, she would require a pardon from King
Maha Vajiralongkorn or other forms of clemency due
to her previous sentencing in absentia in 2027 for
alleged negligence related to the rice subsidy program.

Thailand: Ruling Pheu Thai Party ‘plots’
taking over House Speaker role

(Im) Reports suggest that Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai
Party is orchestrating a move to secure the House
Speaker's position from the Prachachart Party, one of
its coalition partners, amidst swirling rumors of an
impending cabinet reshuffle. [Bangkok Post]
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According to sources, the Pheu Thai Party aims to
revitalize its parliamentary strategy by appointing one
of its prominent figures to the House Speaker role,
possibly someone who will be displaced from the
Cabinet during the reshuffle. However, wresting the
post from the Prachachat Party presents a formidable
challenge, particularly as the current House Speaker,
Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, is a senior figure and it is
unclear what he would do if he were to give up the
position.

Wan Noor, a former leader of the Prachachat Party,
assumed the House Speaker position to resolve a
standoff between the Pheu Thai Party and the main
opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) last year. While
he expressed detachment from the post, he
emphasized the importance of maintaining
parliamentary autonomy, highlighting the House
Speaker's pivotal role in the democratic system.

Talk about the cabinet reshuffle and a change of House
Speaker appears to have followed Prime Minister
Srettha's remark about putting the right man in the
right job, whether it was executive work or legislative
work.

It's widely rumored that two seasoned Pheu Thai
members, Defense Minister Sutin Klungsang and
Public Health Minister Cholnan Srikaew, may be
relieved of their cabinet duties to oversee the ruling
party's parliamentary strategy. There's also speculation
that Prime Minister Srettha might transition to the
defense minister role, replacing Sutin, while Pichai
Chunhavajira, the premier's advisor and chairman of
the Stock Exchange of Thailand, could assume the
finance minister position [see AiR No. 16, April/2024,
3]. Additionally, Prime Minister's Office Minister
Puangpet Chunlaiad is reportedly facing potential
removal from the cabinet.

In response to these rumors, Defense Minister Sutin
has downplayed concerns about losing his cabinet
position, expressing acceptance of any decision made.
However, he expressed a desire for more time to
demonstrate that a civilian could effectively serve as
defense minister. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Move Forward Party granted 15-
day extension for defense submission
deadline

(bk) On April 17, the Constitutional Court confirmed
granting Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward
Party (MFP) a 15-day extension to present evidence in
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its defense against a bid by the Election Commission to
dissolve the party and bar its executive committee
members from politics for 10 years. [Thai PBS World]

The charges allege the MFP's advocacy for changes to
the léese majesté law to be an attempt to overthrow the
country’s constitutional monarchy in accordance with
Section 92 of the Organic Act on Political Parties [see
AIR No. 15, April/2024, 2 and AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3].
Initially given until April 18 to submit its defense, the
party requested a 30-day extension, which the court
reduced to 15 days, extending the deadline to May 3.

The MFP anticipates that the court will not forego the
inquiry hearings, where it would be afforded the
opportunity to present witnesses, considering the
gravity of the accusation and its legal consequences.
The party denies having a backup plan in case of
dissolution, refuting rumors of a new party to
accommodate its MPs.

Thailand: Deputy National Police Chief
suspended from office, accuses Premier
Srettha of malfeasance

(bk) Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn, a deputy chief of
Thailand's police, on April 22 accused Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin of malfeasance after he and four
subordinates were suspended over their alleged
involvement in money laundering related to an online
gambling platform. Speaking to reporters after filing a
complaint with the National Anti-Corruption
Commission, Surachate claimed that the decision to
have him suspended was designed to block him from
becoming the next national police chief. [Bangkok Post

1]

He claimed that Srettha, who had temporarily
transferred him to an inactive post at the Prime
Minister's Office for 60 days in March [see AiR No. 13,
March/2024, 4], subsequently returned him to the
Royal Thai Police with the intention of suspending him.
Additionally, Surachate seeks inquiries into the motives
behind the investigation into the online gambling
platform, BNK Master, which led to charges of money
laundering against him and his aides. He challenged
the authority of the police investigation team, claiming
their failure to submit findings to the NACC renders
their probe invalid. [Thai PBS World] [The Nation]

However, on April 23, the NACC revealed that Pol Gen
Surachate had decided to withdraw his complaint
against the premier, without citing any specific
reasons. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Previously, on April 2, Pol Gen Surachate surrendered
himself after the Criminal Court issued an arrest
warrant earlier that day due to his failure to respond to
three previous summons requiring his presence.
Nevertheless, he denied all allegations and stated his
intent to contest them in court, maintaining his
presumption of innocence until proven guilty [see AIR
No. 15, April/2024, 2].

Notably, last year Pol Gen Surachate, known for his
management of high-profile cases and regular press
briefings on arrests, was rumored to be considered for
the position of National Police Chief, but Pol Gen
Torsak Sukvimol was chosen for the role.

Thailand: Eight police officers suspended
for alleged extortion

(Im) Eight police officers in Thailand’'s Nakhon Pathom
have been suspended from the force after allegedly
trying to extort roughly USD 5,400 from the owner of a
chicken processing factory over the hiring of five
migrant workers. The factory owner claims the workers
were legal and that the officers were upset because
she refused to meet their repeated demands for
donations of money for "merit-making". [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Defence Council greenlights
anti-coup safeguard proposal

(Im/msz) Thailand's Defence Council, a key institution
responsible for advising the government on matters
related to national defense and security, has
greenlighted a proposal authorizing the prime
minister, with prior approval of the Cabinet, to
immediately suspend senior officers suspected of
plotting a military coup. [Bangkok Post]

This proposal, focused on thwarting potential coups,
was introduced during a recent Defence Council
gathering chaired by Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang
on April 19. Following the council's endorsement, the
proposed amendments for coup prevention are slated
to undergo review by the Cabinet before proceeding to
parliament for thorough deliberation.

Moreover, during the session, the council resolved to
augment its ranks by appointing two additional
members, bringing the number of council members to
five.
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Additionally, a decision was reached to dismantle
Military Courts at the provincial level. Individuals
aggrieved in cases falling within the purview of Military
Courts may now seek legal recourse through the
Criminal Court. In times of conflict, private individuals
retain the option to appeal to the Supreme Military
Court.

Furthermore, the council outlined new criteria
governing the promotion of generals. Senior officers
vying for promotion must demonstrate a pristine
record devoid of any association with malign
influences, involvement in illicit activities such as drug
trafficking or human exploitation, or complicity in the
degradation of natural resources. They must also steer
clear of conflicts of interest, such as holding
concessions within the ministry. Additionally, they
should not be under criminal investigation, except in
cases of negligence, defamation, or minor infractions.

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party
seeks to rein in Defense Strategic
Committee

(Im) Thailand’'s main opposition party, the Move
Forward Party (MFP), is urging the government to show
its commitment to reforming the armed forces by
pushing for changes to the military's Defense Strategic
Committee, which is typically referred to as the
defence “super board”. The MFP has proposed a bill
which seeks to limit the super board's "absolute"
power in approving promotions and reshuffles, a move
which it says has come under fire from some quarters.
[Bangkok Post]

This seven-member board, comprised of five military
leaders and two top government defense officials,
holds significant sway over the transfer and promotion
of generals during the yearly military reshuffle. Critics
argue that this setup allows the military to meddle in
politics, potentially leading to coups.

Thailand: Democrat Party mulls whether
to omit party patriarch Chuan Leekpai
from party list in next polls

(Im) In Thailand, there are rumors that the executive
board of the opposition Democrat Party, led by party
leader Chalermchai Sri-on, is mulling the possibility of
not fielding former party leader and patriarch Chuan
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Leekpai as a party-list candidate in the next polls.
[Bangkok Post]

Given the significant decline in the Democrat Party's
popularity, dropping from 52 seats in the 2019 election
to just 25 seats last year, the board faces a delicate
decision. Chuan, who held the second spot on the
party list previously, may still be considered for
inclusion. However, his chances of securing a
prominent position on the list are slim, as the first
party-list slot is typically reserved for the party leader.

The speculation gains traction due to the evident
disparities in viewpoints between Chuan, a seasoned
former prime minister, and the party's executive
board. Their discord primarily revolves around the
party's stance regarding joining the coalition
government led by the Pheu Thai Party. With the
Democrats' 25 seats potentially bolstering the
coalition's strength to 336 seats in the House, this
decision holds significant weight.

Yet, it's widely believed that Chuan, along with three
other party MPs - former leaders Jurin Laksanawisit
and Banyat Bantadtan, as well as Sanphet
Boonyamanee - are hesitant about aligning with the
Pheu Thai-led coalition government. Such reluctance
could jeopardize the Democrat Party's chances of
securing a place within the coalition.

Thailand: Appointment of next Attorney-
General

(bk) The Public Prosecutor Commission has
unanimously approved Phairach Pornsomboonsiri as
the next Attorney-General of Thailand, succeeding
Amnat Jedcharoenruk, whose term will end on
September 30. Phairach, currently the most senior
Deputy Attorney-General, would become the 19th
Attorney-General if his appointment is confirmed. The
Office of the Attorney General will now seek senate
approval, as mandated by Section 10 of the Public
Prosecution Organization and Public Prosecutors Act.
Upon senate approval, the appointment will be
forwarded to the Palace for Royal assent. [Thai PBS
World]

Thailand: Controversy over Senators; USD
2.2 million overseas trips as term nears
end
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(Im) In Thailand, criticism has arisen over plans by
members of Parliament's upper House to embark on
overseas trips totaling around USD 2.2 million,
particularly as their term concludes on May 10.
[Bangkok Post]

The Senate's committee on armed forces and state
security, led by Gen Boonsang Niempradit, has
scheduled trips to Kazakhstan and Georgia from May
2-9 for bilateral discussions. Other planned trips
include visits to Croatia, Montenegro, and Bosnia from
May 14-23, after the Senate's term ends. Additionally,
another trip is slated for May 27 to June 3, focusing on
bilateral meetings and a study tour on artificial
intelligence development in Finland, Sweden, and
Estonia.

Gen Boonsang, a former Chief of Defence Forces, has
defended these trips, asserting that utilizing state
funds for such endeavors is justifiable as they aim to
gather valuable information and knowledge for the
senators' future endeavors. He further explained that
these trips had been postponed due to the Covid-19
pandemic and should have ideally occurred earlier.

Thailand: New push to punish MPs,
officials who avoid summonses

(Im) Thailand's Move Forward Party (MFP), the main
opposition, has put forth a bill aiming to hold ministers
and state officials accountable if they dodge testifying
before House committees despite summonses. Under
the proposed legislation, MPs who fail to appear will be
subject to an ethics investigation, while state officials
will face disciplinary measures. Notably, if a committee
is found to be summoning individuals with malicious
intent to intimidate them, the committee members
themselves will be held liable for penalties. [Bangkok
Post]

Rangsiman Rome, an MFP list-lawmaker and chairman
of the House committee on state security, is leading
this initiative. He highlights the challenges faced by
committee members in summoning certain agencies
or ministers to address their inquiries. Rangsiman has
also raised this issue with House Speaker Wan
Muhamad Noor Matha and members of 35 House
committees grappling with similar difficulties.

Thailand: Government's OFOS project set
to launch in June, aims to create 20
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million jobs

(Im) Paetongtarn Shinawatra, chairwoman of the
National Committee on Soft Power Development and
leader of Thailand'’s ruling Pheu Thai Party, announced
that the government's One Family One Soft Power
(OFOS) project will commence in June. The goal is to
generate 20 million jobs with a minimum annual salary
of THB 200,000. [Bangkok Post]

Paetongtarn detailed the OFOS initiative, stating that
up-skilling and re-skilling courses will be offered to
citizens free of charge. Registration will open in early
June through both online platforms and onsite
channels at local offices of the National Village Fund
and the Urban Community Office. The courses are
anticipated to attract 266,400 online participants and
30,210 onsite participants. They will focus on
developing occupational skills in various industries,
including food, film and drama, music, sports, fashion,
festivals, books, video games, tourism, and the arts.

It is worth noting that OFOS resembles the One
Tambon One Product (OTOP) policy, introduced in
Thailand in 2001 under Paetongtarn’s father, then-
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. That policy aimed
to promote local entrepreneurship and boost
economic development at the community level by
highlighting and supporting the production and
marketing of unique products from each tambon (sub-
district).

Thailand: Ex-minister Thawee Kraikupt
dies

(Im) Thawee Kraikupt, a seasoned Thai politician and
former cabinet minister, has passed away at the age of
84. Born on May 29, 1939, Thawee had a notable
political career, serving as a Member of Parliament for
Ratchaburi on seven occasions. He held key positions
such as deputy minister of commerce during the Gen
Prem Tinsulanonda government in 1981, and deputy
minister of transport in the Chuan Leekpai
administration in 1992. [Bangkok Post]

Thawee is survived by two children: Seehadet Kraikupt,
who serves as chairman of the Bang Tanod tambon
administration organization, and Pareena Kraikupt, a
former four-time Ratchaburi MP representing the
Palang Pracharath Party.
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Thailand: Digital economy ministry plans
to return seized assets to fraud victims

(Im) Thailand's Ministry of Digital Economy and Society
(DES) is making arrangements to return over USD 271
million worth of assets to victims of call center scams.
Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong announced on April
18 that these assets, which include approximately USD
162 million in cash, have been recovered by the Anti-
Money Laundering Office (AMLO) since 2021. AMLO
has opted to allocate all seized assets for return to the
victims, aiming to provide them with restitution.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Smuggled cadmium waste set
for return to pits

(bk) The Industry Ministry has formulated a
comprehensive plan to return smuggled cadmium
waste, totaling 13,000 tons [see AiR No. 15, April/2024,
2 and AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3], to its original disposal
site in Tak province. [The Nation]

Scheduled for May 7, the transportation process will be
closely monitored by ministry officials, prioritizing
public safety and minimized environmental impact.
Additionally, an ad-hoc investigative committee,
comprising representatives from the Department of
Special Investigation, the Anti-Money Laundering
Office, the Natural Resources and Environmental
Crime Division of the Royal Thai Police and the Ministry
of Natural Resource and Environment, will conduct a
thorough inquiry into the incident.

Vietnam: Assistant to National Assembly
chairman arrested

(wn) Vietnam's Ministry of Public Security has arrested
Pham Tai Ha, deputy head of the National Assembly
office, for abusing his power and position to influence
others for personal gain. This is related to the bidding
process for construction projects in Bac Giang
province. Ha's arrest is connected to an expanded
investigation into Thuan An Group Joint Stock
Company, whose chairman, Nguyen Duy Hung, was
arrested earlier for bribery and violating bidding
regulations. [Radio Free Asia]

Several individuals have been arrested in Vietnam as
part of the country's ongoing crackdown on
corruption. Tran Anh Quang, the CEO of Thuan An Joint
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Stock Company, and Nguyen Khac Man, the deputy
CEO of Thuan An Group, are facing bribery charges.
Nguyen Van Thao and Dam Van Cuong from the
Management Board of Construction Investment
Projects for Transport and Agricultural Works in Bac
Giang province are also investigated for violating
bidding regulations.

Vietnam: ‘Provisional National
Government’ offers empty promises,
lawyers say

(wn) Since being classified as a terrorist organization by
Vietnam's Ministry of Public Security in 2018, over 60
individuals in Vietnam have received lengthy prison
sentences for their involvement with the "Provisional
National Government of Vietnam." Founded in 1991 by
former soldiers and refugees loyal to the pre-
communist South Vietnamese government, the United
States-based group has faced allegations of duping its
followers with unfulfilled promises or ensnaring them
through deceitful tactics by Vietnamese security agents
posing as members. [Radio Free Asia]

Most convictions were related to charges of attempting
to overthrow the government, with notable cases
including individuals accused of planting bombs at Ho
Chi Minh City's Tan Son Nhat International Airport in
2017, engaging in propaganda, inciting protests, and
participating in a referendum to elect a new president
for Vietnam. Lawyers defending some of the accused
highlighted the disillusionment and dissatisfaction with
the communist regime as factors driving their
involvement. They also noted promises made by the
organization, including land, housing, and positions of
power in a hypothetical new government, as incentives
for participation.

However, despite these promises, the lawyers asserted
that none of the followers received any benefits.
Additionally, they highlighted how many participants,
often from rural areas with limited political awareness,
were lured into traps set by Vietnamese authorities.

Vietham: Three land right protesters
released early from prison

(Im) In Vietnam, three protesters have been released
early from prison, nine months before the completion
of their five-year sentences for resisting police during a
2017 raid on Dong Tam commune. The raid, ostensibly
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to halt protests against the construction of a military
airport on disputed land, resulted in the fatal shooting
of a civilian, Le Dinh Kinh, with his sons subsequently
sentenced to death for the alleged murder of three
policemen. Despite the release of some protesters,
others remain incarcerated, facing health issues and
uncertain futures. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Foreign investment is being
directed towards a new phase of
breakthroughs

(wn) In the first quarter of 2024, Vietnam witnessed a
significant increase in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI),
reaching nearly USD 6.17 billion, marking a 13.4
percent rise compared to the previous year. Disbursed
FDI also surged to USD 4.63 billion, up over 7 percent
annually, the highest in five years for the same period.
[Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam: Central bank cuts gold auction
price following postponement of first sale
in decade

(wn) The State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) unexpectedly
cancelled a gold auction on April 22 and subsequently
lowered its reference price for an upcoming sale. The
new price stands at USD 3,185 per tael, down from
USD 3,230 per tael. The rescheduled auction, set for
April 23, will offer 16,800 taels of SJC gold bars.
[VnEconomy]

These auctions are part of the SBV's efforts to manage
Vietnam's gold market, but the recent cancellation and
price reduction raise questions about its strategy. The
SBV may be attempting to stimulate demand, but the
effectiveness of this approach is uncertain given the
downward trend in gold prices.

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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ASEAN member states call for urgent Five-
Point Consensus implementation in
Myanmar

(bk) ASEAN member states have published a statement
expressing deep concern over recent escalations of
conflict in Myanmar, particularly in Myawaddy and
Rakhine State, which have led to civilian displacement.
They urge a prompt refrain from the use of violence
and adherence to humanitarian law. Urgent steps are
called for to mitigate the impact on civilians, ensure
humanitarian aid delivery without discrimination, and
support the ongoing efforts of the ASEAN Coordinating
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster
management (AHA Centre) and Thailand's
humanitarian cross-border initiative. ASEAN advocates
inclusive national dialogue to reach a durable political
solution, emphasizing the facilitative roles of the 2024
ASEAN Chair and its Special Envoy on Myanmar, in line
with the Five-Point Consensus. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs 1]

This statement echoes the position of Thailand’s Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin and Foreign Minister
Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara, both of whom, on April 17,
welcomed the report that former State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi and former President Win Myint had
been moved from prison to their homes and
expressed hope for additional positive developments.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2] [X (formerly, Twitter)]

The Five-Point Consensus is a landmark agreement
reached among ASEAN Leaders during their Meetings
in Jakarta on 24 April 2021 to resolve the situation in
Myanmar. It entails: firstly, immediate cessation of
violence; secondly, constructive dialogue among all
parties concerned; thirdly, the enabling role of the
Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair in the dialogue
process; fourthly, concerted efforts in providing
humanitarian aid through the AHA Centre; lastly, a visit
by the Special Envoy to Myanmar to engage with all
relevant stakeholders directly. [ASEAN Secretariat]
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G7 cooperation discuss Middle East
tensions

(sh) On April 18, the Group of Seven (G7) foreign
ministers, convening on the Italian island of Capri,
reached a consensus to maintain close cooperation in
addressing the escalating tensions in the Middle East
and pledged to coordinate efforts to curtail Iran's
weapons capabilities

The meeting followed Iran's attack on Israel, prompting
the United States and Britain to impose additional
sanctions targeting Iran's drone and missile industries.
U.S. President Joe Biden underscored the collective
commitment of G7 nations to heighten economic
pressure on Iran, echoing sentiments expressed by
other leaders.

Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani, chairing the
meeting, advocated for de-escalation while signaling
support for Israel through potential sanctions on Iran.
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa voiced deep
concern over Iran's actions, condemning the escalation
and emphasizing the need for restraint.

The G7 deliberations also delved into Russia's conflict
in Ukraine, with discussions involving Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba and NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg. The G7, along with the
European Union, committed to supporting Ukraine's
immediate financial needs and exploring options to
utilize frozen Russian assets to aid the country, aiming
to finalize plans by their June summit.

Furthermore, the ministers affirmed a resolve to
bolster collaboration with international partners,
particularly focusing on engagement with developing
and emerging nations, as highlighted during
discussions on global challenges and regional
dynamics, notably China's growing influence in the
Indo-Pacific.

They also reiterated their concerns about excessive
fluctuations in foreign exchange rates, emphasizing
their potential negative impact on economic stability,
amid significant shifts such as the Japan Yen's decline
against the U.S. dollar. [Kyodo News 1] [Kyodo News 2]

Japan establishes Al dialogue with G7

(sh) Japan is contemplating the establishment of a new
multilateral dialogue framework among “like-minded
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nations” to address international regulations regarding
the appropriate use of generative artificial intelligence
(Al) technology.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is said to unveil a plan
for a "Friends" meeting on Al matters during a
ministerial council session of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development in Paris on
May 2 to 3. This initiative aims to garner broader
support for the "Hiroshima Al Process," initiated by the
Group of Seven nations the previous year. The process
seeks to facilitate discussions on crafting global
regulations for Al technology.

Japan's push reflects its ambition to play leading role in
international Al governance, advocating for both
technological development and regulatory measures.
The creation of the Hiroshima Al Process stemmed
from agreements made during the G7 summit chaired
by Kishida in May. It comes amid efforts to both
harness the rapid development of generative Al tools
and to counter the spread of disinformation through Al
misuse that poses challenges to democracy and
political stability. [Kyodo News]

Breaking down China’s approach to Israel-
Iran conflict

(jm) China is navigating a balancing act between Iran
and Israel, which threaten China’s interests in both
countries. Reports of Israel’s drone strike in Isafahan,
Iran further complicated the situation. While the
details of the incident remain unclear, the incident
itself has raised concerns about the conflict spiraling
out of control, especially given the strategic
significance of Isfahan's nuclear facilities.

China has stated its opposition to any actions that
escalate the situation, emphasizing the need for
restraint. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the PRC]
According to Gong Chen, founder of Beijing-based
think tank Anbound, China's abstinence from criticizing
Iran directly can been attributed to its historical
diplomatic principles, notably the concept of "the
enemy of our enemy is our friend."

China's economic ties with both Iran and Israel play a
significant role in its diplomatic approach. China has
been Iran's largest trading partner for the past decade,
with substantial investments in various sectors,
including oil, gas, and infrastructure. Similarly, China
has become a key player in Israel's high-tech sector
and has been negotiating a bilateral free trade
agreement.
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From the Hongda Fan at Middle East Studies Institute
of Shanghai International Studies University to Umud
Shokri at George Mason University, experts recognize
China's struggle to maintain impartiality in the conflict
in order to preserve relations with both Iran and Israel.
Founder of Ziemba Insights and adjunct senior fellow
at the Center for a New American Security, Rachel
Ziemba predicts that if the US and its allies tighten
sanctions on Iran, China's ties will be further
complicated.

The 25-year strategic agreement between China and
Iran, signed in 2021 (see AiR No. 13, March/2021, 5),
has faced obstacles, primarily due to sanctions. While
both sides aim to advance the agreement, threats of
expanded US sanctions could hinder its
implementation.

Once Iran directly responds to the reported attack in
Isfahan, the trajectory of future escalation or de-
escalation in the region will be known. The incident is
expected to elevate geopolitical risks, with implications
for Iran's actions and efforts by Israel and its allies to
counter them. [Nikkei Asia]

China emphasizes commitment to
dialogue on maritime disputes at Western
Pacific Naval Symposium

(yq) The Vice Chairman of the Chinese Central Military
Commission, Zhang Youxia, emphasized on April 22
China's commitment to resolving maritime disputes
through dialogue while warning against any attempts
to exploit or provoke during the speech at the Western
Pacific Naval Symposium. Zhang cautioned against
using the sea as a platform for power displays,
stressing that such actions would only lead to self-
inflicted harm.

His remarks allude to tensions in the South China Sea,
notably the standoff between Manila and Beijing.
Zhang urged against maritime containment efforts,
emphasizing the need for cooperation rather than
division. On the same day, a joint military operation
between Philippine and U.S. forces began, which will
be the first time it will be conducted outside Philippine
territorial waters (see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3)

The symposium, attended by various nations including
the U.S. and Australia, offers a platform for dialogue on
maritime issues. Despite being a member nation of the
forum, the Philippines was absent from the event.
[Reuters]
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China, South Korea voice against Japanese
Prime Minister’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine

(yq) On April 22, China strongly opposed Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's sending of a ritual
offering at the Yasukuni Shrine, which commemorates
Japan's wartime past. The shrine, housing Class-A war
criminals in World War Il, is viewed by Beijing and
Seoul as a symbol of Japan's historical military
aggression.

Chinese Foreign Ministry expressed firm opposition to
Japan's actions, emphasizing China's stance against
any negative moves concerning the shrine.[Foreign
Ministry, China, in Chinese]

Similarly, South Korea voiced deep disappointment
and called for Japanese leaders to acknowledge and
repent for their wartime past. [Reuters]

German and British authorities arrest
individuals suspected of spying for China

(yq) The German Federal Prosecutor's office
announced on April 22 the arrest of three German
nationals suspected of working for the Chinese secret
service, with allegations pointing to espionage activities
aimed at enhancing China's maritime capabilities.

The charges stem from espionage activities believed to
have occurred before June 2022, with an individual
named Thomas R. allegedly acting as an agent for a
Chinese Ministry of State Security (MSS) employee. He
is accused of procuring sensitive information on
advanced military technologies, utilizing two other
supsects, who operated a company in Dusseldorf, as
intermediaries. The company purportedly facilitated
collaborations with German scientists and researchers,
with one project involving the development of cutting-
edge machine parts for naval applications, financed by
Chinese state authorities.

Furthermore, prosecutors allege that one of the
suspects illicitly exported a specialized laser to China,
financed by the MSS, in violation of EU regulations.
[DW] [Reuters 1]

In a separate move, two men have been charged on
April 22 by the British police for spying on behalf of
China. The accused, aged 29 and 32, have been
charged under the Official Secrets Act for providing
prejudicial information to China, which is in breach of
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the act. One of the individuals allegedly worked as a
researcher in the British Parliament for a prominent
member of the Conservative Party.

The Chinese embassy in London denies the allegations,
calling them fabricated and urging the UK to halt
political manipulation. [Reuters 2]

US, Japan and South Korea coordinate
over foreign exchange markets

(sh) On April 17, the United States, Japan, and South
Korea pledged to "consult closely" on foreign exchange
markets. The pledge was made at the trilateral
gathering between by U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen, Japanese Finance Minister Shunichi Suzuki, and
South Korean Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok on the
sidelines of the International Monetary Fund and G20
finance leaders' meetings in Washington last week.

A joint statement of U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen, Japanese Finance Minister Shunichi Suzuki and
South Korean Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok
released after their meeting emphasized the
commitment to fostering sustainable economic
growth, financial stability, and well-functioning
financial markets. The three finance chiefs also
affirmed their intention to uphold existing G20
commitments and address the significant concerns
raised by Japan and South Korea regarding the
depreciation of the yen and the won. [Reuters]

The move came in response to worries from Tokyo and
Seoul regarding the recent sharp declines in their
currencies against the US dollar. Amid diminishing
hopes for an immediate U.S. interest rate cut, the
Japanese yen plunged to its lowest level in 34 years
(see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3), prompting concerns
about possible intervention by Japan to support its
currency.

Japan maritime forces to send special
security unit to Indo-Pacific region

(sh) Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF)
announced on April 17 plans to send a special security
unit to the Indo-Pacific region for capacity-building
support to coast guards.

The dispatch, scheduled for May or later, aims to help
regional coast guards improve skills like inspecting
suspicious ships. While specific locations and mission
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durations remain undisclosed, sources suggest
multiple Pacific Island nations have requested
assistance.

This marks the first time an MSDF special unit will offer
such support abroad. The move reflects Japan's desire
to bolster ties with Pacific nations amid growing
Chinese influence in the region. [NHK]

Japan urges ceasefire between Iran and
Israel

(sh) On April 17, Japan's Foreign Minister Kamikawa
Yoko urged both Iran and Israel to show restraint after
Iran's recent attack on Israel.

Kamikawa spoke with Iran's Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian and expressed deep concern over
the missile and drone strike, stating that it worsened
the Middle East situation. She strongly condemned the
escalation.

Additionally, Kamikawa had talks with Israeli Foreign
Minister Israel Katz, warning that further tensions
could spiral out of control, which would harm the
international community. She called on Israel to take
steps towards achieving a lasting ceasefire in the Gaza
Strip. [NHK] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2]

IMF tells Japan’s central bank to be
cautious about interest rate hikes

(sh) On April 19, Nada Choueiri, the International
Monetary Fund's Japan mission chief, cautioned the
Bank of Japan (BOJ), the country’s central bank, against
hastening interest rate hikes. Choueiri highlighted that
certain indicators of inflation expectations still lag
behind the BOJ's 2 percent target.

During the IMF and World Bank spring meetings in
Washington, Choueiri noted the positive impact of a
weak Yen on Japan's economic growth. She advocated
for Japan to allow exchange rates to fluctuate freely,
emphasizing the benefits of flexible exchange rate
regimes for the global economy.

Choueiri stressed the importance of G7 countries,
including Japan, adhering to flexible exchange rate
policies. While a weak yen boosts exports, it presents
challenges for Japanese policymakers by driving up
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imported fuel and food prices, potentially dampening
domestic consumption. [Reuters]

UN nuclear watchdog in Japan to inspect
nuclear water discharge

(sh) On April 23, experts from the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) arrived in Japan to inspect the
release of treated water from the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant into the ocean.

This marks the IAEA's second safety review since the
discharge began in August last year. The team,
including experts from the US, South Korea, and China,
met officials in Tokyo before visiting the Fukushima
plant.

They aim to assess safety measures and build
confidence in Japan and beyond through an
independent and science-based approach. The task
force plans to observe the water discharge process
and meet with regulatory authorities before
concluding their visit on April 26.

The Fukushima Daiichi plant, struck by a triple
meltdown in 2011 following a tsunami, continues to
manage water contaminated with tritium, which is
diluted before release into the ocean.[NHK]

Japan, South Korea to strengthen
trilateral coordination with U.S.

(sh) On April 17, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida engaged in a phone conversation with South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol.

During the call, Kishida briefed Yoon on his recent visit
to the United States (see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3),
highlighting the commitment to strengthen trilateral
coordination between Japan, South Korea, and the
U.S., as established during the Camp David Summit in
August 2023.

Kishida and Yoon also discussed the North Korean
situation, reflecting on talks held during the Japan-U.S.
Summit Meeting. The two leaders agreed to further
deepen bilateral and trilateral coordination and
affirmed their commitment to maintain close
communication, aiming to utilize various international
conferences throughout the year for continued
dialogue. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]
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Mongolia hosts forum for business
commitments to human rights

(fg) On April 17, the forum “The Responsible Business
and Human Rights: Showcasing Commitments and
Results by Private Sector” took place in Mongolia’'s
capital Ulaanbaatar. The participants included people
from government, business sectors, and academia,
sharing best practices and committing to uphold
human rights in business operations.

It was co-organized by the UN Development
Programme’s (UNDP) Business and Human Rights
(B+HR) Global Project, supported by the Government
of Japan, and the Mongolian National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. In this forum outcomes of the
B+HR Global Project were presented, and participants
discussed the project’'s impact and future.

The B+HR Project has conducted training for 600
businesses and offered specific guidance on human
rights risk assessments for selected companies.

The UNDP Business and Human Rights (B+HR) Global
Plan is supported by the Government of Japan and
focuses on enhancing the capacity of businesses in
various countries to conduct human rights due
diligence and improve their supply chain
responsibilities. It aims to implement the UN Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights, promoting
adherence to globally recognized human rights
standards in business practices. [UNDP 1]

Last year Mongolia implemented a National Action
Plan (NAP) on Business and Human Rights. It has been
the fourth country in the Asia-Pacific to adopt such a
plan. The NAP aims to enhance legal frameworks,
provide human rights due diligence tools, and improve
access to remedy mechanisms. [UNDP 2]

Vice Foreign Minister Kim bolsters ties in
Kenya, Mauritius, and UAE

(fg) First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun visited
Kenya, Mauritius and the United Arab Emirates last
week.

On April 17, Kim paid a courtesy call on Kenyan
President William Ruto as a special envoy. During the
meeting, the Kenyan side expressed its interest in
deepening bilateral relations. Kim expressed South
Korea's expectation that Kenya will attend the
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upcoming South Korea-Africa summit to be held in
Seoul on June 4-5. [Yonhap 1]

On April 18, Kim was received as a special envoy to
Mauritius. During a courtesy call on Mauritian Prime
Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, Kim asked to attend
the South Korea-Africa Summit. Pravind Kumar
Jugnauth expressed his gratitude for the invitation and
hoped for further bilateral cooperation in renewable
energy, maritime security and other areas. [Yonhap 2]

On April 20, Kim visited the United Arab Emirates,
where he met with Khaldoon Khalifa Al Mubarak,
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Executive Authority, and
Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, minister of state at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. The talks focused on expanding
cooperation in areas such as the economy, nuclear
energy, and the defense industry. Kim called on the
two countries to work more closely together to ensure
peace and stability in the region. [Yonhap 3]

Emir of Qatar begins Asia tour with visits
to Philippines, Bangladesh; Nepal to be
visited on April 24

(Im) The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani, has commenced his Asia tour, marking his
presence in the Philippines and Bangladesh, with a
scheduled visit to Nepal on April 24. Accompanied by a
substantial delegation of 80 members, including 10
ministers, the emir's tour emphasizes Qatar's
engagement with key Asian partners.

Ahead of his engagements in Bangladesh and Nepal,
international rights watchdogs have emphasized the
pressing need to prioritize labor protections for
migrant workers. This issue gains particular
significance given the substantial migrant population in
Qatar (approximately 88 percent), with many facing
challenges such as wage theft, unsafe working
conditions, and inadequate compensation. [Human
Rights Watch]

The Philippines

During Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani's state visit
to Manila, the Philippines and Qatar signed nine
agreements spanning various sectors. One notable
agreement involves mutual recognition of seafarers'
certificates, aligning with the STCW Convention.
Another focuses on climate cooperation under the
Paris Agreement. Additionally, agreements were made
in sports, tourism, youth cooperation, and visa waivers
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for holders of diplomatic and official passports. [The
Manila Times] [Inquirer]

Bangladesh

(Im) Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani is
set to arrive in Dhaka tomorrow for a two-day official
visit, aimed at strengthening trade and political ties
between Qatar and Bangladesh. During the visit, at
least 10 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) will be
signed covering areas such as trade promotion, port
management, manpower recruitment, and higher
education cooperation. President Mohammed
Shahabuddin will welcome the emir upon arrival,
followed by a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. [The Daily Star]

Nepal

Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani will be visiting Nepal
on April 24. His itinerary includes separate meetings
with President Paudel and Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal for bilateral discussions. Additionally,
both leaders will oversee the signing of several
agreements and memorandums of understanding.
[The Kathmandu Post]

European Investment Bank lends EUR 150
million for renewables in Bhutan

(Im) The European Investment Bank (EIB) has agreed to
lend EUR 150 million to Bhutan for renewable energy
projects, focusing on solar and hydropower
installations in remote areas. This loan aims to reduce
Bhutan's reliance on energy imports during dry
seasons and diversify its electricity sources. The
projects will be implemented by Bhutan's Druk Green
Power Corporation, with an expected capacity of 310
MW. [pv magazine]

Indian nationals granted multiple entry
Schengen visa and extended stay

(fd) The EU-India Common Agenda on Migration and
Mobility has been amended and Indian nationals can
now apply for multiple entry visa to all 29 Schengen
countries. According to the new regulation the visa is
now valid for two years and can be extended by an
additional five years if the passport has enough
validity. Visa holders have equal travel rights to visa-
free nationals during this time. [Mint]
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Pakistan to train 1 million youth annually
to export skilled human resource to Gulf
countries

(nw) Pakistan is developing a new education policy
aimed at providing technical skills to one million youth
annually for export to Saudi Arabia and other Gulf
countries. Led by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
Special Investment Facilitation Council, the policy seeks
to enroll 2.5 million out-of-school children while
improving vocational training. The focus is on
enhancing the vocational capacity of the youth to
address the predominance of unskilled labor among
overseas Pakistanis.

Despite previous education policies, Pakistan aims to
boost literacy rates and quality of education while
addressing issues like out-of-school children.
Pakistan's National Education Policy 2017-2025 targets
achieving a 90 percent literacy rate by 2025,
addressing gender disparities, rural-urban gaps, and
improving education quality. However, experts stress
the need for better implementation, particularly
through resource allocation for teacher training and
upgrading educational facilities. [Arab News]

Pakistan dispatches eighth relief
consignment for Gaza via Egypt

(nw) Pakistan has sent its eighth consignment of relief
goods to Gaza amid the ongoing armed conflict
between Israel and Hamas-led Palestinian militant
groups. The shipment, including food, medical
supplies, and other relief items, was dispatched from
Karachi port to Port Said in Egypt. From there, it will be
delivered to Gaza by the Egyptian Red Crescent. [Arab
News] [The News]

Pakistan protests ‘erroneous’ US
sanctions on four firms over missile
program allegations

(tj) Pakistan has strongly rebuked the United States for
its recent imposition of sanctions on four international
companies allegedly involved in supporting Pakistan's
ballistic missile program - a move that Islamabad
termed as the "political use of export controls." [Voice
of America]
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This criticism comes amidst Washington's decision to
penalize three Chinese companies and one Belarus-
based firm for their purported links to Islamabad's
missile development efforts. Consequently, under the
U.S. executive order, assets and properties of these
sanctioned companies within the U.S. or controlled by
U.S. citizens must be blocked and reported to relevant
authorities.

However, Pakistan has raised concerns over what it
perceives as double standards in nonproliferation
efforts. Without naming any specific country, Baloch
pointed to jurisdictions that claim strict adherence to
nonproliferation regimes yet make exceptions for
certain countries, potentially alluding to the U.S.'s
military cooperation with India. Pakistan argues that
such discriminatory practices undermine regional
peace and security, exacerbating military imbalances.

Indonesia, Philippines lead green
investment surge in Southeast Asia

(jb) A recent study by Bain & Company and Singapore
state investor Temasek revealed that Indonesia and
the Philippines were the major contributors to a USD
6.3 billion increase in green investments in Southeast
Asia in 2023, marking a 20 percent rise from 2022.
These investments largely focused on solar and wind
projects, as well as renewables-powered data centers.

Despite this surge, both countries faced challenges in
translating their national decarbonization targets into
policies and business practices. The Philippines, which
has yet to announce a net-zero goal, has committed to
reducing greenhouse gases by 75 percent by 2030.
Indonesia, the region's largest economy, is aiming for
emissions neutrality by 2060 but struggles to secure
favorable funding terms to phase out coal.

In contrast, Singapore and Vietnam, while not securing
large-scale renewable energy deals in 2023, are leading
in aligning their national targets with the Paris climate
accord's goals to limit global warming to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels.

The study also highlighted the region's investment gap
of USD 1.493 trillion to meet its 2030 decarbonization
targets, attributing this shortfall partly to a lack of
shareholder activism pushing for corporate
decarbonization. [Eco-Business]
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Indonesia closely monitors economic
impacts of tensions between Iran and
Israel

(jb) The Indonesian government is closely monitoring
the economic impacts of the escalating tensions
between Iran and Israel, according to Asia News
Network. Coordinating Economic Minister Airlangga
Hartarto stated that Jakarta will assess the situation
over the next one to two months before making any
policy decisions.

Several financial institutions predict oil prices could
rise to around USD 90 per barrel in the short term, and
even reach USD 100 per barrel if tensions escalate
further. Such an increase would require the
recalibration of Indonesia's state budget to
accommodate higher fuel subsidies.

Airlangga emphasized caution, stating that the
government would wait to see how the situation
evolves. He assured that there would be no fuel price
hike until June 2024, in line with a decision made
earlier this year.

The Indonesian government remains hopeful for de-
escalation and is prepared to use the state budget as
an economic buffer, as it has done during past crises.
[Asia News Network]

UN lashes out at Malaysia over situation
of Bangladeshi migrants

(dgl) United Nations experts have strongly criticized
Malaysia for the situation of Bangladeshi migrants in
the country, calling it “unsustainable and undignified,”
and urging “urgent measures to address the dire
humanitarian situation of migrants and protect them
from exploitation, criminalisation and other human
rights abuses.”

They also highlighted large sums of money being
generated through the fraudulent recruitment of
migrant workers in the hands of criminal networks
operating between Malaysia and Bangladesh. [United
Nations]

In response, Bangladeshi officials have reached out to
their Malaysian counterparts to offer a meeting of joint
working group next month to discuss the issue of
Bangladeshi migrant workers. [The Daily Star]
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Prominent Myanmar trade union leader
and activist receives trade union rights
prize

(jb) Khaing Zar Aung, a prominent trade union leader
and activist from Myanmar, has expressed mixed
emotions upon receiving the 2024 Arthur Svensson’s
International Prize for Trade Union Rights. She told the
ITUC, "l receive the award with great honour and
sadness, as the working people of my country continue
to suffer."

The award acknowledges Khaing Zar Aung's dedication
to trade union rights and democracy, from her early
work as a migrant garment worker in Thailand to her
leadership in Myanmar's trade unions. Forced into
exile in Germany by the 2021 military coup, she
continues to advocate for democracy and workers'
rights in Myanmar.

ITUC General Secretary Luc Triangle praised her
courage and resilience, emphasizing her crucial role in
rallying international solidarity against the military
junta. Khaing Zar Aung urged the EU, international
governments, and trade unionists worldwide to halt
trade preferences, arms, and financial flows to the
military regime. [International Trade Union
Confederation]

Criminal syndicates flee to Thai border
amidst Chinese crackdown on Myanmar
scams

(jb) In response to Beijing's campaign against Chinese
criminal networks, Myanmar's scam syndicates are
relocating to Karen State, exacerbating tensions along
the Thai border, the United States Institute of Peace
reports. The repatriation of nearly 45,000 individuals
from these syndicates has provided Chinese
authorities with intelligence linking the Myanmar
military to the centers.

China is now demanding the arrest of several senior

Myanmar military officers involved in the scamming

operations, further weakening the junta's grip on its

criminal interests. This has led to a shift in the Karen
militia forces, which have distanced themselves from
the junta to protect their criminal systems.

Criminal activity has intensified in Karen State, with the
Karen armed groups openly defying the coup regime.
Despite the escalation, both Chinese and Thai law
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enforcement have been hesitant to challenge these
operations.

As these criminal gangs increasingly target US victims,
calls are growing for the United States to encourage
Myanmar's neighbors to form a multi-country task
force to tackle the Karen sanctuary and dismantle the
interconnected criminal networks sustaining their
activities. [United States Institute of Peace]

Philippines, United States start annual
joint military drills amid rising tensions in
South China Sea

(ms) In a display of solidarity and strategic cooperation,
nearly 17,000 Filipino and American troops have
commenced a three-week-long joint combat training
exercise in the Philippines. This annual event, known
as Balikatan or "shoulder-to-shoulder" drills,
commenced on April 22 and is scheduled to continue
until May 10. The exercises encompass a spectrum of
military operations, including maritime drills
conducted in the disputed waters of the South China
Sea, which have been a focal point of tensions
between Manila and Beijing over territorial claims.

The significance of this year's exercises is underscored
by the inclusion of maritime drills, which for the first
time extend beyond Philippine territorial waters.
Joining the fray are France and Australia, nations that
have recently bolstered defense ties with Manila in
response to China's assertive actions in the South
China Sea. These maneuvers are part of a broader
effort to enhance interoperability between the armed
forces of the Philippines and the United States,
emphasizing preparedness and coordination in
potential conflict scenarios.

The geopolitical backdrop against which these drills
unfold is marked by escalating tensions in the South
China Sea. Recent maritime encounters between
Philippine and Chinese vessels, characterized by
becoming more aggressive including water cannon
incidents and ramming of Philippine ships from the
Chinese side, have heightened concerns over regional
stability. While both Filipino and American officials
maintain that the exercises are not targeted at any
specific external aggressor, they serve as a
reaffirmation of the commitment to uphold
international law and ensure the security of the region.

The contested waters of the South China Sea hold
immense strategic importance, serving as a vital
conduit for global trade worth over USD 3 trillion
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annually. China's expansive claims over the region
under the nine-dash line was largely invalidated by a
2016 ruling from the Permanent Court of Arbitration in
the Hague but continue nevertheless to be a source of
territorial claims. Beijing's militarization of disputed
atolls and aggressive maneuvers have raised alarms
not only in Manila but also among other claimant
states and international observers.

Central to this year's Balikatan exercises is the
simulation of retaking enemy-occupied islands, a
scenario that reflects the security challenges faced by
the Philippines in its maritime domain. These
simulations will occur in areas proximate to Taiwan
and the western province of Palawan, directly
confronting the contested waters of the South China
Sea. A small French contingent will also take part in
these exercises.

Another planned exercise that resulted in especially
strong dissatisfaction on the Chinese side is the
planned sinking of a decommissioned Chinese-made
vessel, adding a symbolic layer to the military
maneuvers. While the choice of the vessel, the BRP
Lake Caliraya, has resulted in strong criticism, officials
from both the Philippines and the United States have
clarified that the selection was not intended as a direct
provocation against any specific nation.

Despite China's objections and warnings against
external interference in the South China Sea, Manila
remains steadfast in its commitment to defend its
sovereignty and territorial integrity. The Philippines,
under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr., has pursued closer ties with traditional allies such
as the United States, signaling a shift away from the
previous administration's pro-Beijing stance under
President Rodrigo Duterte. [Eurasian Times] [Global
Times] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Philippines advertise United States,
Japanese investment in Luzon Economic
Corridor projects

(ms) During the trilateral meeting between the
Philippines, the United States and Japan in the middle
of April [see AR No. 16, April/2024, 3], Manila
advertised three key infrastructure ventures in the
Luzon Economic Corridor. This move signifies a
departure from previous engagements with China
under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), underscoring
Manila's new economic course.
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The Luzon Economic Corridor, heralded as the
inaugural economic corridor in the Indo-Pacific region
under the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and
Investment (PGlI), founded by the G7 countries, aims
to mobilize up to USD 600 billion by 2027 to help
narrow the infrastructure investment gap in partner
countries. This corridor aims to fortify connectivity
between pivotal economic hubs in the Philippines
including Subic Bay, Clark, Manila, and Batangas,
focusing on critical infrastructure upgrades spanning
rail networks, ports modernization, clean energy
solutions, semiconductor supply chains, and
agribusiness ventures.

The three high-impact projects, especially promoted
for investment for the US and Japan by the Bases
Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) during
the trilateral meeting were the Subic-Clark Railway
Project (SCRP), the expansion of the Clark International
Airport, and the Clark National Food Hub. These
initiatives are poised to revitalize connectivity in Luzon
and catalyze economic growth across the region.

The SCRP, a collaborative effort between BCDA and the
Department of Transportation, aims to enhance freight
services between the Subic Bay Freeport Zone and the
Clark Freeport and Special Economic Zone, fostering
seamless connectivity and bolstering trade links.
Additionally, the expansion of the Clark International
Airport and the establishment of the Clark National
Food Hub are slated to position Clark as Asia's next
investment hub while propelling agricultural
development in the region.

Prior to the current proposal to the USA and Japan,
China in particular was interested in investing in these
projects. However, the Philippines' decision to
withdraw from China's Belt and Road Initiative at the
end of October marked a significant turning point in
the country's international positioning. Besides the
generally strained relations between the Philippines
and China over China's territorial claims in the South
China Sea, Beijing's failure to respond to funding
requests for railway projects under the BRI was a
decisive factor for the withdrawal.

With plans to establish a regional office in the
Philippines by the US International Development
Finance Corp. and expanded connectivity initiatives by
Japan, Manila is actively courting alternative financing
options and forging alliances to accelerate
infrastructure development, without investment from
China. [Bloomberg] [Eurasian Times] [Philippine News
Agency] [The Diplomat]
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Philippine Air Force enters international
arena with deployment to first military
Excercise Pitch Black

(ms) For the first time in its history, the Philippine Air
Force (PAF) is set to participate in an international
military exercise by sending aircraft and personnel to
Australia. This significant move underscores the PAF's
commitment to enhancing its capabilities and
strengthening regional defense cooperation.

Exercise Pitch Black, a biennial multinational large-
force employment exercise, serves as a platform for
countries to engage in complex air operations
management and air battle scenarios. It is considered
one of the most significant tactical air activities in the
region, drawing participation from various nations.

PAF announced that the Philippines will deploy four to
six aircraft and approximately 150 personnel to
Exercise Pitch Black. This marks a departure from
previous years when the PAF's involvement was limited
to observer status.

The decision to actively participate in the exercise
reflects the PAF's ongoing efforts to modernize its fleet
and enhance its operational capabilities. The
deployment of FA-50 Fighting Eagles, acquired in 2014,
highlights the PAF's progress in integrating advanced
aircraft into its arsenal.

The exercise, scheduled for July to August, provides an
opportunity for the PAF to collaborate with
international partners and improve its interoperability
in air operations. This comes amidst growing security
challenges in the region, particularly concerning
China's assertive actions in the South China Sea.

The Philippines' participation in Exercise Pitch Black
also aligns with broader efforts to strengthen defense
ties with like-minded countries in regard to regional
security. [Eurasian Times] [GMA News] [Indo Pacific
Defense Forum]

Singapore, partners to raise USD 5 billion
to help Asia meet climate goals

(Ib) Singapore is spearheading an effort to raise USD 5
billion in collaboration with international partners to
support climate projects in Asia. The initiative, known
as the "Financing Asia's Transition Partnership," aims
to utilize a blend of public and private sector financing.
Chia Der Jiun, a senior official at the Monetary
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Authority of Singapore, likened this initiative to the
USD 30 billion climate-focused fund announced at the
COP28 climate summit. Although specific projects and
partners were not mentioned, Singapore's senior
minister Teo Chee Hean had previously announced the
initiative at COP28, indicating involvement from
multilateral development banks and charities. The
primary objective of the initiative is to mitigate risks
and provide financing for green projects in the region.
[Reuters]

New Zealand’s prime minister concludes
visits to Philippines, Thailand

(Im) New Zealand's Prime Minister Christopher Luxon
concluded the remaining to legs of a three-leg
Southeast Asia tour last week with visits to Thailand
and the Philippines. Together with a prior visit to
Singapore, these two stops signal New Zealand's
strategic interest in the region.

Thailand

In Bangkok, Luxon met with his Thai counterpart
Srettha Thavisin on April 17, where both leaders
agreed to elevate relations to enter a "Strategic
Partnership" in 2026 to mark the 70th anniversary of
diplomatic ties. In support of this, Mr Luxon
announced the creation of a "Prime Minister's
Fellowship" to make recommendations on enhancing
the bilateral relationship for the next two years leading
up to 2026. [Bangkok Post]

Additionally, the two leaders signed two
memorandums of understanding (MoU). The first MoU
was an education agreement between Thailand's
Office of the Basic Education Commission and New
Zealand's Massey University. A second was on supply,
repair and maintenance support between Thai Aviation
Industries Co Ltd and New Zealand's NZSkydive
Limited.

Philippines

In Manila, Luxon announced plans to upgrade relations
between the Philippines and New Zealand to a
"comprehensive partnership" by 2026. Additionally,
Luxon and Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
discussed plans to formalize agreements on military
visits and logistics support, aiming to finalize a Mutual
Logistics Supporting Arrangement and a Status of
Visiting Forces Agreement by the end of 2024. They
also discussed celebrating the 60th anniversary of
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diplomatic relations between the two countries in
2026. [Reuters]

The move to bolster defense ties with New Zealand is
part of President Marcos Jr.' broader strategy to
diversify military partnerships beyond the Philippines'
traditional ally, the United States. Similar discussions
for mutual military visit pacts have been initiated with
Japan and France.

Beyond defense cooperation, both leaders expressed
ambitions to significantly increase bilateral trade,
aiming for a 50 percent growth in the coming years.
They also highlighted the need to streamline visa
processes to facilitate easier travel between the two
countries.

Vietham becomes Singapore's top rice
supplier, surpassing India, Thailand

(wn) In the first quarter, Vietnam overtook India and
Thailand to become Singapore's top rice supplier in
value terms, with a 32 percent market share. The total
value of Singapore's imports was almost or USD 82.9
million, marking a 23.86 percent year-on-year increase.
Vietnam's share was SD 36.15 million, an 80.5 percent
increase from the same period last year, while India
and Thailand accounted for SD 33.63 million and SD
33.16 million, respectively. [VNExpress]

Competition between China and South
Korea in Vietnam increasingly fierce

(wn) Vietnam's recent high-level delegation visit to
China, spearheaded by National Assembly Chairman
Vuong Dinh Hue, has brought to light the increasingly
intertwined economic relationship between the two
neighboring nations. Chairman Hue's discussions with
Chinese President Xi Jinping emphasized a desire to
forge stronger trade connections and align Vietnam
with China's expansive development strategies. This
burgeoning partnership poses a notable challenge to
South Korea's long-standing dominance in Vietnam's
investment landscape. [Voice of America]

Traditionally, South Korea has held a significant
position as the foremost investor in Vietnam, with
substantial contributions totaling billions of dollars
since 1988. However, recent developments suggest a
shifting dynamic, with China rapidly closing the gap
and even surpassing South Korea in certain aspects.
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Chinese enterprises are increasingly asserting their
presence in Vietnam's key sectors, such as mobile
technology, prompting South Korean conglomerates
like Samsung Electronics Limited to fortify their
investments and research and development efforts to
maintain their edge.

Nevertheless, Samsung remains a pivotal player in
Vietnam's economic landscape, holding the title of the
largest single foreign investor in the country. In
addition to Samsung, other South Korean companies
like LG Innotek have also demonstrated substantial
investments in Vietnam, further solidifying South
Korea's position in the region. However, China's
escalating investments in sectors like automotive and
renewable energy are reshaping the competitive
landscape.

Recent announcements, such as Chinese automaker
Chery's joint venture agreement and solar panel
manufacturer Trina Solar's expanded investments,
highlight China's growing footprint in Vietnam's
economic sphere. These developments underscore
Vietnam's attractiveness as a destination for Chinese
capital, driven by factors such as geographical
proximity and a burgeoning industrial ecosystem.

Bangladesh, Nepal conduct third round of
Foreign Office Consultations; commerce
secretaries meet

(tg) In the recent Foreign Office Consultations between
Bangladesh and Nepal, held in Kathmandu, Foreign
Secretaries Sewa Lamsal and Masud Bin Momen led
discussions covering various sectors like trade, transit,
energy, tourism, culture, and education. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [Daily Star]

A key focus was on the operationalization of the BBIN
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) motor vehicle
agreement framework, aimed at bolstering trade,
connectivity, and people-to-people exchanges within
the region.

Another notable aspect was Nepal's invitation for
Bangladesh to explore investment opportunities in
Nepal, particularly in the hydropower sector,
underscoring the potential for bilateral economic
collaboration. Lamsal also advocated for the removal
of tariffs and charges on Nepali exports to Bangladesh,
aiming to facilitate smoother trade relations between
the two countries.
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On the energy front, Bangladesh's Foreign Secretary
Momen emphasized the need for a swift conclusion of
a tripartite power agreement involving Bangladesh,
India, and Nepal, which would enable Bangladesh to
import power from Nepal. The meeting also addressed
regional issues, with both sides highlighting the
importance of revitalizing the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and strengthening
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) to promote
broader regional cooperation.

In parallel developments, during a commerce
secretary-level meeting in Kathmandu, Bangladesh and
Nepal underscored the significance of concluding the
Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) to bolster bilateral
trade. In 2020, Bangladesh proposed signing the PTA
amid growing trade between the nations, aiming for
negotiations to conclude by June of that year. However,
Nepal maintained that the removal of “other duties”
imposed by Dhaka on all imports must precede the
agreement's signing, leading to a delay exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic. [The Financial Express] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Indian foreign secretary’s visit to
Bangladesh rescheduled for May

(Im) Indian Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra's
planned visit to Bangladesh, originally scheduled for
this week, has been postponed due to internal issues
and will now take place early next month. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh'’s foreign minister raises
atrocities committed by Pakistan’s
military in 1971 with envoy

(Im) Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud
raised the issue of the atrocities committed by
Pakistan's military during the Bangladesh Liberation
War in a meeting with the High Commissioner of
Pakistan to Bangladesh. Dhaka seeks an official
apology from Islamabad for these events. [The Daily
Star]

In March 1971, the Pakistani military launched
Operation Searchlight, a brutal crackdown aimed at
suppressing the Bengali nationalist movement in East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh). This military campaign
resulted in the deaths of hundreds of thousands of
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civilians, along with widespread displacement and
suffering. The Pakistani military also conducted mass
killings, rapes, and other forms of violence against the
civilian population.

Cambodia, Australia to enhance ties to
tackling and preventing crime

(Ivw) During their fourth Senior Officials Talks (SOTs) on
April 4 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia and Australia
reaffirmed their commitment to combating human and
drug trafficking, money laundering, cybercrimes, and
terrorism. Cambodia’s Prak Nguon Hong, and
Australia’s Michelle Chan, both from their respective
country’s ministry of foreign affairs, co-chaired the
meeting which emphasized the importance of ongoing
collaboration in tackling crime issues and dismantling
security threats.

Both sides expressed satisfaction with their long-
standing relations since 1952 and agreed to enhance
cooperation, focusing on high-level exchanges,
security, education, and development. The Australian
government has provided Cambodia with continuous
and diverse law and justice support since 1997. Such
support efforts have spanned policing, prison, courts
and justice and capacity development. Over three
decades, Australia has provided over AUD 1 billion in
development assistance to Cambodia, prioritizing
technical and material assistance including law
enforcement training by the Australian federal police.

They discussed a draft Development Partnership Plan
for 2024-2028, aligning with both Australia’s updated
international development policy and Cambodia’s
Pentagonal Strategy Phase-I, which seeks to enhance
national capabilities and build resilience across sectors
by supporting economic growth, peace, security and
development. The country officials also highlighted the
importance of the Mekong-Australia Partnership and
working towards regional stability, peace and security.
[Aus Gov DFAT] [Khmer Times] [The Star]

Cambodia’s election watchdog to be
international observer of upcoming
Maldives elections

(lvw) Cambodia’s National Election Committee (NEC) is
one of the international observers in the Maldive
presidential elections held on April 21. NEC member
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Dim Sovannarom led the Cambodian delegation in
observing the National Election in Maldives.

Along with the international observer delegations, the
NEC was charged with monitoring the adhering to the
democratic process to ensure transparency, and
freedom from voter intimidation or fraud.

Freedom House, an American NGO that assesses
global political rights and civil liberties, underscores
the urgent necessity of establishing transitional justice
mechanisms in the Maldives. It also emphasizes the
detrimental effects of flawed elections on undermining
trust and confidence in the democratic process. Being
a young democratic nation, the Maldives conducted its
inaugural multi-party presidential election as recently
as 2008. Previous presidential elections in the Maldives
were marked by allegations of voter buying and
disinformation campaigns.

According to the 2023 data on political rights and civil
liberties, the Maldives receives a score of 44/100 from
Freedom House, falling into the ‘partly free’ category.
In comparison, Cambodia’s latest score was 23/100,
rendering it ‘not free’. While peaceful and stable, the
essential one-party rule of Cambodia has rendered it a
fragile democracy.

In the democratic context, Cambodia is an interesting
choice however could be considered a reciprocal
action given that the 2018 Cambodian parliamentary
elections received a delegation of observers from
Maldives. [Freedom House] [Khmer Times]
[Transparency Maldives]

Cambodia calls for Aung San Suu Kyi's
release

(dgl) So Naro, the Minister Delegate attached to the
Prime Minister has called for the release of Aung San
Suu Kyi to increase the chance of peace talks in
Myanmar.

Naro made this statement in an interview in which he
underscored that to “find a political solution in
Myanmar, like it or not, all stakeholders need to be
involved, and added that support from ASEAN and the
international community was also needed this political
solution.

Naro call for Suu Kyi's release comes after the Thai
government last called her “immediate full release”.
[Khmer Times]
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U.S. to triple tariffs on Chinese metal
products ahead of Blinken'’s visit to China

(yq) U.S. President Biden announced on April 17 to
triple tariffs on steel and aluminum imports from
China, accusing China of subsidizing their steel
industries and dumping products on global markets at
unfairly low prices, which would hurt American
manufacturing.

Experts said that Biden's protectionist move aims to
attract union workers for the US presidential election
later this year. The White House denied the motivation
and stated that this move is set to boost
manufacturing as the economy is growing. [VOA News]

In response, the Chinese foreign ministry demanded
that the U.S. cease its trade protectionist measures
against China, announcing that China will take all
necessary measures to safeguard its legitimate rights.
[Foreign Ministry, China, in Chinese]

This comes ahead of the visit of U.S. Secretary Antony
Blinken to China this week. Blinken’s trip to Beijing
comes at a time of tense relationships between
nations regarding global trade, regional conflicts, and
the alignment of China with Russia amid the ongoing
Ukraine war. [Reuters 1]

At the G7 foreign ministers’ meeting on April 19 in Italy,
Blinken criticized China for being Russia's primary
military supplier and pointed out that China has been
sharing critical components, including machine tools,
semiconductors, and other dual-use items, that have
played a crucial role in rebuilding Russia's defense
industrial base. He added that it is not feasible for
China trying to have a positive friendly relations with
European countries while simultaneously fueling the
biggest threat to European security since the end of
the Cold War. [Reuters 2]

On April 22, Blinken reiterated accusations of genocide
and crimes against humanity by China against Uyghurs
and other Muslim minorities in Xinjiang. Blinken
referred to the US State Department’'s annual human
rights report that was released on the same day and
that highlights ongoing rights abuses in Xinjiang,
including mass detention and forced labor. [Reuters 3]
[Department of State, USA]
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Chinese embassy lobbies against TikTok
legislation in the US

(jm) The Chinese Embassy in the United States has
been engaging in lobbying efforts with congressional
staffers to oppose legislation that would mandate the
sale of TikTok, a popular social media platform owned
by ByteDance, a Beijing-based company.

The embassy's meetings with Hill offices came in
response to a bill, the Protecting Americans from
Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act, which
seeks to force ByteDance to divest TikTok. It was
passed by the House of Representatives in March by
an overwhelming bipartisan vote as both Democrats
and Republicans voiced national security concerns
about ByteDance.

During these meetings, embassy representatives
deemphasized national security concerns associated
with TikTok and emphasized the app's alignment with
American interests. They argued against the legislation,
asserting that it would unfairly target Chinese
companies and disrupt international investment in
ByteDance.

TikTok has vehemently opposed the bill and launched
extensive lobbying and advertising campaigns to rally
public support against it. The Senate remains divided
on the issue, with ongoing negotiations about the bill's
language. [Politico]

Chinese defense minister reiterates “no
compromise” stance over Taiwan in video
call with US counterpart

(jm) On April 17, Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun
held a video call with US Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin, marking the the first engagement of the
countries’ defense ministers in almost 18 months.

During the call, both emphasized the importance of
stabilizing and improving bilateral relations, with
Austin underscoring the significance of maintaining
military-to-military communication between the two
countries. He called for “respect for high seas freedom
of navigation guaranteed under international law,
especially in the South China Sea," and "reiterated that
the United States will continue to fly, sail, and operate
- safely and responsibly - wherever international law
allows".
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Highlighting the military sphere as key to stabilizing the
development of the relationship and preventing major
crises from occurring" the stabilization Dong, for his
part, urged to explore ways to "gradually accumulate
mutual trust" and "get along" by establishing
pragmatic cooperation between their militaries, based
on "non-conflict" and "non-confrontation."

Dong highlighted the Taiwan issue as a core interest of
China, emphasizing no tolerance for any activities
advocating "Taiwan independence." Jun urged the US
to recognize China's stance and take actions to uphold
regional peace. [The State Council, PRC] [Department
of Defense, USA]

Later, following the call, China's military dispatched
fighter jets to monitor a US Navy aircraft flying over the
Taiwan Strait. The US Navy's 7th Fleet clarified that the
aircraft flew in international airspace, asserting the
US's commitment to maintaining navigational rights
and a free Indo-Pacific.

China's military labeled the flight as "public hype" and
emphasized its readiness to defend national
sovereignty and regional stability. Taiwan's defense
ministry reported that the US aircraft's transit did not
raise any unusual concerns. [Reuters]

China labels US allegations of
overcapacity as bullying

(jm) On April 19, China rebuked the US' allegations of
China’s overcapacity, asserting that such claims serve
as a disguise for economic coercion and bullying
against Chinese industries. The US has intensified its
rhetoric on overcapacity across various Chinese
sectors and has threatened to impose increased tariffs
as part of Biden's crackdown campaign against China.

China's foreign ministry highlighted that the US
accusations are not new and are aimed at suppressing
China's industrial development to gain a competitive
advantage. China countered the allegations by
questioning the US' own export practices, pointing out
the significant export of US chips, ports, and
agricultural products.

Moreover, the foreign ministry emphasized that
China's exports of new-energy vehicles (NEVs) remain
lower compared to other countries, indicating no
overcapacity issue in China's NEV sector. China
cautioned against protectionist trade measures, stating
that they hinder global production and supply chains,
impede the growth of emerging industries, and
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undermine international efforts to address climate
change.

In response to US President Joe Biden's remarks calling
for higher tariffs on Chinese steel products and
accusing China of offering subsidies to expand steel
production capacity, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
refuted the claims as untrue and potentially damaging
to China-US economic relations, stressing that China's
steel industry primarily serves domestic demand and
does not benefit from export subsidies.

China urged the US to exercise prudence in its actions,
refrain from political manipulation during the election
year, and avoid stretching the concept of national
security in economic and trade matters. [Global Times]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

German Chancellor emphasizes China’s
role in Ukraine peace efforts

(jm) On April 16, during a 3-day visit to China, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz met with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Beijing. Scholz urged China to use its
influence to encourage Russia to end the war in the
Ukraine and support a peace conference in
Switzerland. While Xi agreed to back the peace
conference, he emphasized the importance of equal
participation by all parties.

Despite China's claims of neutrality, its close ties with
Russia have drawn criticism. Both leaders discussed
the need for peace and stability. Xi outlined four
principles to prevent the Ukraine crisis from escalating,
emphasizing peace, stability, and minimizing the
impact on the global economy. However, these
principles echoed Beijing's previous stance, which
some Western countries view as potentially enabling
Russia to retain seized territory.

The meeting also addressed economic ties between
Germany and China amid global scrutiny over Chinese
state aid for renewable energy industries.

The meeting between Scholz and Xi was depicted
positively in Chinese state media, emphasizing their
discussions on economic ties and the importance of
China's success. [The Guardian]

EU to launch investigation into Chinese
purchases of medical devices
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(yq) The European Union is preparing to launch an
investigation into China's procurement practices
regarding medical devices, amid concerns that Beijing's
policies may unfairly favor domestic suppliers.

Expected to be announced in mid-April, the probe
could lead to restrictions on Chinese access to EU
tenders. The investigation aims to gather information
from companies and member states to engage in
dialogue with China to ensure fair and open markets.
China has faced criticism in the past for allegedly
restricting access to its medical devices market for
non-Chinese producers and showing bias against
foreign producers in public tenders. [Reuters]

This follows the EU's investigations into Chinese
electric vehicles in September 2023 and solar panel
manufacturers in April 2024 over concerns of unfair
competition fueled by foreign subsidies (see AiR No.
38, September/2023, 3, AR No. 15, April/2024, 1).

EU to increase agri-food exports to China

(yq) European Union (EU) Agriculture Commissioner
Janusz Wojciechowski emphasized on April 22 the
importance of expanding agri-food exports to China
during his visit to Shanghai this week. Despite rising
tensions in China-EU trade such as EU's investigations
into Chinese electric vehicles and solar panel
manufacturers (see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3,
AIR No. 15, April/2024, 1), Wojciechowski aims to
ensure that the agriculture sector remains unaffected.

Unlike other industries, the agri-food sector maintains
a trade surplus with China and plays a critical role in
ensuring global food security. With opportunities for
growth in various sectors like poultry, pork, beef, and
dairy, Wojciechowski sees potential in meeting the
demands of China's growing middle class for high-
quality European food products. [Reuters]

Chinese state media criticize Japan for
being “two-faced”

(yg) On April 18, the Chinese state-controlled
newspaper People's Daily criticized Japan for
inaccurately portraying China as a regional security
threat while seeking better bilateral ties, calling it "two-
faced."

The editorial pointed to Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida's recent speech to the U.S. Congress, where he
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labeled China's military actions as the most significant
strategic challenge, as evidence of Japan's provocative
approach. It criticized Japan for using China's perceived
threat as a pretext for its military expansion but
meanwhile trying to strengthen its bilateral ties with
China due to its economic dependence on China. It
also condemned U.S.-Japanese discussions on Taiwan
as undue interference in China's internal affairs
Moreover, warning apan against any reckless actions
and hinting at potential Chinese responses. [People’s
Daily, in Chinese] [Reuters]

China and Slovenia deepen cooperation
and ties

(jm) Slovenia's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Tanja Fajon officially visited China from April
16 to 20. Fajon’s four-day visit was accompanied by a
large Slovenian business delegation.

On April 17, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held
talks with Fajon in Beijing, where they pledged to
strengthen cooperation in various fields. Wang
highlighted the stable and mature relationship
between China and Slovenia, appreciating Slovenia's
support for China's core interests and its adherence to
the one-China principle. He also congratulated
Slovenia on its election as a non-permanent member
of the UN Security Council and expressed China's
readiness to cooperate with Slovenia in international
institutions. [The State Council, the PRC]

Fajon affirmed Slovenia's commitment to the one-
China policy, emphasized the importance of bilateral
relations, and expressed willingness to deepen
cooperation, particularly in economy, trade, tourism,
and innovation, as well as to address global challenges
together under multilateral frameworks. [Republic of
Slovenia]

During an exclusive interview with the Chinese state
media outlet Global Times on April 17, Ziga Vavpotic,
Chairman of the Slovenian-Chinese Business Council,
emphasized the potential for collaboration between
Slovenian and Chinese companies, particularly in areas
like tourism, vehicles, logistics, and pharmaceuticals.

Slovenia's participation in the Belt and Road Initiative
since 2017 was highlighted as strengthening bilateral
ties. China expressed readiness to work closely with
Slovenia, welcoming the visit as an opportunity to
deepen dialogue, exchanges, and cooperation in
various areas. [Xinhua Silk Road] [Global Times]
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China and Indonesia call for regional
peace and economic growth

(jm/jb) On April 18, the second day of a 6-day tour to
Indonesia, Cambodia and Papua New Guinea, China's
Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Indonesia’s Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi in Jakarta to discuss
strengthening economic ties and maintaining regional
peace and stability. Both countries expressed concern
over the humanitarian crisis in Palestine and urged the
implementation of UN Security Council Resolution
2728 for a ceasefire in Gaza. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, PRC]

Economic cooperation between China and Indonesia,
including significant Chinese investment in Indonesia,
was emphasized. Discussions also covered the need
for negotiations on the code of conduct in the South
China Sea and potential investments in Indonesia's
infrastructure and energy sectors. [Reuters]

After the meeting during a joint press conference,
Wang and Marsudi reaffirmed their countries’ support
for an immediate ceasefire and resolving the Palestine
issue via a two-state solution as well as for Palestine’s
UN membership. Wang, meanwhile, criticized the
United States for its role in Gaza talks, specifically
pointing out the US's previous actions of vetoing UN
resolutions calling for a cease-fire. [AP_ News] [Reuters]

Marsudi emphasized the potential of the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership to bolster
economic cooperation between Indonesia and China
during a press conference on April 18. With China
being Indonesia’s largest trade partner, the trade
volume has surged past USD 127 billion, Marsudi
highlighted. Furthermore, China has emerged as one
of the principal foreign investors in Indonesia,
contributing over USD 7.4 billion in 2023 alone. The
partnership aims to expand economic collaboration
across various sectors, including industrial
downstreaming, infrastructure, manufacturing, energy
transition, and food security. Additionally, cooperation
in non-economic areas like social, cultural, science, and
technology will be reinforced, Marsudi underscored.
[Antara News]

On that same day, Wang met with Indonesia's
President-elect Prabowo Subianto to discuss
enhancing cooperation and upholding regional peace
and stability. Wang expressed confidence in
Indonesia's leadership and reiterated China's
commitment to strengthening strategic mutual trust
with Indonesia. Both sides emphasized the importance
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of bilateral cooperation in global affairs and pledged to
work together to promote stability. [Xinhua]

China strengthens diplomatic ties with
Papua New Guinea

(jm) On April 20, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi
visited Papua New Guinea, emphasizing China’s
commitment to strengthening ties with Pacific Island
nations. During a joint news conference in Port
Moresby following discussions with Papua New
Guinea's Foreign Minister Justin Tkatchenko, Wang
highlighted China's support for Papua New Guinea's
development without geopolitical interests, contrasting
China's support with the US and Australia's approaches
in the region. Additionally, Wang cautioned against
great power competition and exclusionary
arrangements, advocating for cooperation and non-
interference in the South Pacific.

Despite previous unsuccessful attempts in June 2022
(see AIR No. 23, June/2022, 1), China and Papua New
Guinea aim to start free trade agreement negotiations
and enhance police cooperation. [Nikkei Asia]

Additionally, Wang criticized the AUKUS security pact,
accusing Western powers involved in the agreement of
posing nuclear proliferation risks in the South Pacific.
The AUKUS pact, which involves the US, Britain, and
Australia, includes plans to equip Australia with
nuclear-powered submarines, which Wang states
violates a South Pacific treaty banning nuclear
weapons in the region. [Barrons]

Wang's visit concludes a tour of Indonesia Cambodia,
and Papua New Guinea, underscoring China's efforts
to expand its influence in the Pacific region amidst
strategic competition with Western powers.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visits
Cambodia

(yq) On April 22, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
reassured China's support for Cambodia during his
visit to Cambodia where he met with Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet. Wang also emphasized China's
commitment to bolstering Cambodian infrastructure
and fostering production capacity cooperation.

Hun Manet, for his part, reaffirmed Phnom Penh's
steadfast China policy, pledging firm support for
Beijing's stance on critical issues such as Taiwan, Hong
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Kong, and Xinjiang, while expressing continued
participation in China's Belt and Road Initiative. The
meeting, devoid of explicit mentions of the South
China Sea, underscores the nuanced diplomatic
exchanges between the two nations.

Wang also met with his Cambodian counterpart Sok
Chanda Sophea to discuss strengthening cooperation
in various areas such as diamond framework, joint
development, infrastructure, energy, economy, and
trade.

During his visit, Wang also witnessed the signing of
three documents to further deepen their bilateral
relations and cooperation, including the exchange of
notes on China’s assistance for rural water supply
project-phase 2, the handover-receipt certificate on
Cambodia agricultural development masterplan, and
the protocol concerning the export of dog food
products from Cambodia to China. [Khmer Times]

China's increasing closeness with Cambodia highlights
its strategic priorities in the ASEAN region. Amidst the
ongoing dispute between China and the Philippines
over disputed territories in the South China Sea, other
ASEAN nations are trying to avoid getting caught up in
the crossfire of the escalating rivalry. [South China
Morning Post] [Asia News]

China’s increasing imports of Russian oil

(jm) China's imports of Russian oil surged in March,
reaching near-record highs despite global geopolitical
tensions and sanctions.

Data from the General Administration of Customs
revealed that China's imports from Russia, including
via pipelines and sea shipments, increased by 12.5
percent year-on-year to 10.81 million metric tons, or
2.55 million barrels per day (bpd). This figure was close
to the previous monthly record set in June 2023. The
spike in imports was attributed to several factors,
including stranded Sokol shipments offloaded by
Russian tankers facing sanctions and stockpiling by
China National Offshore QOil Corporation (CNOOC) for
strategic reserves.

Russian oil, especially from Sakhalin-1 operated by
Rosneft, faced challenges due to payment difficulties
and sanctions on shipping firms. Despite facing
Western sanctions and price constraints following
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Russia maintained
its position as China's top oil supplier throughout 2023,
shipping 2.14 million bpd.
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In contrast, imports from Saudi Arabia, China's former
largest supplier, declined by 29.3 percent year-on-year
to 6.3 million tons in March. Meanwhile, imports from
Malaysia, a trans-shipment point for sanctioned
cargoes from Iran and Venezuela, surged by 39.2
percent year-on-year to 13.7 million tons in January-
March.

Imports from Venezuela totaled 375,296 tons in March,
following a rare shipment in February amid temporary
relaxation of U.S. sanctions. However, sanctions were
reimposed on Venezuela due to President Nicolas
Maduro's failure to meet election commitments.
Notably, there were no recorded imports from Iran
during this period. [Reuters]

Canada’s Chinese ambassador departs
amidst strained bilateral relations

(jm) Cong Peiwu, China's ambassador to Canada since
2019, has departed from his post and returned to
China. The specific reasons behind his departure after
five years have not been disclosed. The timing of
Cong's depart comes just as David Morrison, Canada'’s
Deputy Foreign Minister, is visiting China.

Ottawa’s Chinese embassy offered no response to
inquiries regarding the matter. While there was no lead
up to suggest Cong's departure, his leave coincides
with heightened tensions between the two countries,
particularly over concerns about Chinese interference
in Canadian elections (see AIR No. 16, April.2024, 3).

Despite Cong's departure, China expressed a desire to
improve relations but emphasized the need for
Canada to correct mistakes and avoid further
confrontation. [Reuters]

The surprising abruptness of Cong's departure reflects
the complexity of the relationship between Ottawa and
Beijing, which has been marked by various contentious
issues beyond the diplomatic realm, including China's
national security law in Hong Kong and allegations of
interference in Canadian elections. [SCMP]

China criticizes Japan as “two-faced”

(sh) On April 18, Chinese state-controlled newspaper
criticized Japan for what it called a "two-faced"
approach to relations in an editorial. It accused Japan
of inaccurately portraying China as a regional security
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threat while seeking stable ties, warning of Chinese
countermeasures if Japan acted recklessly.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's recent
address to the U.S. Congress labeled China's military
actions as the world's greatest strategic challenge and
pledged deeper cooperation with Washington against
China and Russia. The editorial condemned Japan's
stance, describing it as hypocritical and lacking
credibility.

It accused Japan of using the security threat as an
excuse to bolster its own military capabilities,
hindering prospects for improved relations with China.
Tensions between the two nations have escalated over
various issues, including Japan's release of treated
radioactive water and China's detention of Japanese
citizens on suspicion of espionage. [Reuters]

Chinese families file lawsuit against Japan
over "comfort women"

(sh) Families of 18 former Chinese "comfort women"
who worked in Japan's wartime military brothels filed a
lawsuit against the Japanese government, seeking
apology and compensation.

The suit, believed to be China's first of its kind against
Tokyo, was lodged in Shanxi Province earlier this
month. Each plaintiff demanded CNY 2 million (USD
276,000). [Kyodo News]

Australian journalist leaves India despite
eventual visa backflip, says reporting ‘too
difficult’ under Modi

(Im) Avani Dias, the South Asia bureau chief for
Australia’s national broadcaster ABC, has left India
after facing government pressure due to her reporting
on the killing of Sikh separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
Canada. [ABC News] [The Guardian]

Originally, Dias was informed that her routine visa
extension would be denied, a move perceived as
retaliation for her investigative journalism.
Additionally, her most recent Foreign Correspondent
episode, which covered Nijjar's killing and its global
implications, was blocked on YouTube in India.

After weeks of lobbying efforts by Australian diplomats
and the office of Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong,
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the Indian government eventually overturned its
decision and renewed Dias' visa for two months. But
despite lobbying from Canberra, Dias eventually
decided to return to Australia, stating that the Modi
government's actions had made it too challenging for
her to continue her work in India.

Indonesia and China set to establish a
team to advance the Jakarta-Surabaya
high-speed train project

(jb) Indonesia and China are set to establish a team to
advance the Jakarta-Surabaya high-speed train project,
following discussions between Indonesian Senior
Minister Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi.

China primarily funded the USD 7.3 billion Jakarta-
Bandung railway, part of President Xi Jinping's Belt and
Road Initiative. The project, known as Whoosh, has
experienced increasing ridership since its launch in
October 2023, peaking at approximately 21,500
passengers on April 15 during the recent Eid holiday.

Luhut highlighted the growing demand as a reason to
extend the high-speed train to Surabaya. Although
plans by Kereta Cepat Indonesia China (KCIC) initially
aimed to extend the tracks to Yogyakarta before
reaching Surabaya, no official decision has been made
yet.

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo also discussed the
project's extension and technology transfer with Wang
during his recent visit to Jakarta. [Jakarta Globe]

Luhut anticipates stronger ties between Indonesia and
China under the next administration. Speaking at the
4th High Level Dialogue and Cooperation Mechanism
(HDCM) in Labuan Bajo, he highlighted the continuity
of President Joko Widodo's policies as vital to
sustaining the robust friendship and constructive
cooperation with China. The HDCM serves as the nexus
of the two nations' collaboration on Indonesia’s Global
Maritime Fulcrum, a framework to turn Indonesia into
a global maritime hub, and China's Belt and Road
Initiative.

Luhut emphasized mutual trust, respect, and benefits
as the foundation for advancing bilateral relations. He
also praised China's unwavering support for
Indonesia's energy transition, industrialization, and
mineral downstreaming. [Antara News]
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Indonesia-US program aimed at reducing
plastic pollution completed

(jb) The United States and Indonesia have celebrated
the successful completion of the "Clean Cities, Blue
Ocean" (USAID CCBO) program, aimed at reducing
plastic pollution. Since its launch in June 2021, the
program, implemented in collaboration with national
and local governments, has managed over 17,900
metric tons of municipal waste, preventing more than
7,680 metric tons of plastic from entering the
environment - equivalent to over half a billion plastic
bottles.

The program engaged with local partners to
implement sustainable approaches in the cities of
Semarang, Makassar, and Ambon. Additionally, more
than USD 3.7 million in investments to advance local
waste management systems were mobilized, and eight
public policies related to solid waste management
were proposed. [US Embassy & Consulates in
Indonesia]

Apple to launch developer academy in
Bali

(jb) Apple has announced plans to open an Apple
Developer Academy on the Indonesian island of Bali,
marking its fourth academy in the country after those
in Jakarta, Surabaya, and Batam. The announcement
coincided with Apple CEO Tim Cook's visit to Indonesia,
where he met with President Joko Widodo at the
Presidential Palace in Jakarta on April 17.

During the meeting, Indonesian Minister of
Communication and Information Budi Arie Setiadi
revealed that Cook responded positively to Indonesia's
request to establish an Apple manufacturing factory in
the country. Currently, only two components for Apple
products are produced in Indonesia, compared to 72 in
neighboring countries like Vietham. Indonesia
imported USD 2 billion worth of Apple products in
2023, prompting the government to encourage Apple
to invest in local manufacturing to strengthen the
global supply chain.

The nine-month program at the Apple Developer
Academy covers basic coding, design, marketing, and
project management, with 90 percent of graduates
securing jobs in sectors like education, ecommerce,
and transportation. Over 2,000 developers have
graduated from Apple's Indonesian academies since
2018.
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Cook expressed confidence in Indonesia as an
investment destination, stating, "I think investment
capabilities in Indonesia are unlimited. | think there are
many good places to invest, and we believe in this
country." [The Sun] [Nikkei] [Bloomburg] [Tech in Asia]

Media have also recently reported that Microsoft CEO
will visit Indonesia by the end of April 2024. [XM]

Former British prime minister encourages
Indonesia to establish regulatory
framework for use of generative Al

(jb) Indonesia has been encouraged to establish a
regulatory framework for the use of generative
artificial intelligence (Al) technology by former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair. Deputy Minister of
Communication and Informatics, Nezar Patria,
revealed that during Blair's recent visit to the
Communications and Informatics Ministry Office, he
proposed a collaboration with the Tony Blair Institute
to develop this regulatory framework.

Blair highlighted global concerns about the regulation
of generative Al and emphasized the need for
governments, including Indonesia, to partnerin
drafting a regulatory framework. He views generative
Al as a promising innovation with potential unexpected
risks.

Indonesia currently relies on the Communications and
Informatics Minister Circular No.9 of 2023 on Al Ethics
as its guideline for Al development. However, Patria
stated that the Tony Blair Institute is prepared to
provide digital talents with competencies in the Al
sector to assist in preparing the regulatory framework
on generative Al. The government is currently studying
the most appropriate strategy for regulating Al
technology in the country. [Antara News]

Indonesian business leaders meet with
Hong Kong city leader

(jb) A delegation of Indonesian business leaders met
with Hong Kong city leader John Lee Ka-chiu to explore
opportunities for strengthening business ties and
tapping into local and mainland Chinese markets. The
Employers' Association of Indonesia revealed the
significant interest on April 17, following a meeting
with Lee and commerce chief Algernon Yau Ying-wah.
The discussions focused on creating more
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opportunities for Indonesian businesses, particularly
family firms, in sectors such as energy, logistics, and
transport.

Shinta Widjaja Kamdani, chairwoman of the
association and CEO of Sintesa Group, highlighted the
potential for Hong Kong to serve as a hub for
Indonesian family businesses. The 20-member
delegation included representatives from industries
such as oil and gas, manufacturing, and property.
Kamdani emphasized that the talks were in the
"beginning stage," with many Indonesian companies
considering Hong Kong as a gateway to mainland
China for the first time.

Last July, Hong Kong's leader signed 15 memorandums
of understanding with ASEAN countries, including
Indonesia, strengthening ties in fields like green
finance, maritime services, and sustainable finance.
[South China Morning Post] [MSN]

Japan monitors disappearance of human
right activist in China

(sh) Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi
affirmed that the Japanese government closely
monitors the case of a Chinese professor from a Tokyo
university who disappeared last year while in China,
raising human rights concerns. The Chinese foreign
ministry claimed not being aware of the case.

Fan Yuntao, who teaches at Japan's Asia University, is
still missing. He had briefly returned to Shanghai in
late February 2023, where he mentioned being called
for questioning by authorities before disappearing.

His disappearance comes amid China's increased
efforts to protect national security, resulting in
detentions, including of foreigners, suspected of
espionage.

Fan's case events could further strain Sino-Japanese
relations that are already tense due to various issues,
including territorial disputes. [Kyodo News]

Japan confirms launch of North Korean
missile

(sh/yq) On April 22, Japan's Defense Ministry confirmed
North Korea's launch of at least one apparent ballistic
missile. Japan government sources indicate the
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projectile likely landed outside Japan's Exclusive
Economic Zone in the Sea of Japan.

This marks North Korea's fourth missile launch since
April 2. In response, Japan's government activated an
emergency team at the prime minister's office crisis
center to assess any potential damage and gather
information. [NHK]

Meanwhile, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff reported
that Nort Korea launched multiple suspected short-
range ballistic missiles from near its capital,
Pyongyang. These missiles flew approximately 300
kilometers (186 miles) before landing in the sea.

The launch reports coincided with South Korea's
announcement that Admiral Kim Myung-soo, the
country's top military officer, had met with General
Stephen Whiting, commander of U.S. Space Command,
on April 22. They discussed North Korea's
reconnaissance satellite development and the
increasing military collaboration between Pyongyang
and Moscow. [Reuters]

In a latest development, North Korea conducted on
April 22 salvo launches of the country’s “super-large”
multiple rocket launchers in a simulation of a nuclear
counterattack against enemy targets, according to
North Korea's official Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA). The news agency called the move the country's
first demonstration of its nuclear-weapons
management and control system “Haekbangashoe,”
(nuclear trigger). [KCNA]

Pyongyang has maintained an accelerated pace in
weapons testing over the recent months reflecting
efforts to expand its military capabilities amid stalled
diplomacy with the United States and South Korea.
[Reuters] [NPR]

China-Laos cross border passenger train,
one year on

(Ivw) One year since the launch of the Belt and Road
cross border passenger train, Laos has made mixed
experience of cooperative infrastructure and debt
consequences. The route, stretching from
Xishuangbanna, China to Luang Prabang, Laos has
made 110,962 cross-border trips, since its launch to
the public a year ago.

The USD 5.9 billion China-Laos railway constitutes a
significant Belt and Road infrastructure project. The
trainline has successfully enhanced Lao’s international
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linkages, whilst significantly increased Chinese
passenger tourism and reduced the time and hassle of
cross border journeys. The rail project cuts a multi-day
car journey from China's Yunnan province to the Laos-
Thai border to just three hours by high-speed rail.

Itis also critical to acknowledge however the debt
relations that such projects can mean for smaller
economies like Laos. The project has left Laos, one of
the poorest countries in the region, mired in external
debt, half of which is held by China as a result of its
Chinese-owned construction contractors who worked
on the line.

While some see the project as a ‘game changer’, others
warn that the benefits of the project are spread
unevenly, emphasizing that Laos lacks the skilled labor
to be able to fully capitalize on connectivity. It begs the
question if infrastructure modernization is worth the
drastic growth in external debt, and subsequent shifts
in power relations. [The State Council Information
Office] [Radio Free Asia] [Sydney Morning Herald]

Lao hands over cross-border telecom
fraud suspects to China

(dgl) China's Ministry of Public Security announced on
April 23 that Laos handed 250 Chinese suspects of
cross-border telecom fraud to China.

The move came after a joint operation of Chinese and
Lao police to bust three criminal dens in Laos. More
than 1,000 mobile phones and computers used to
target Chinese nationals for telecom fraud involving
huge amounts of money. [Xinhua]

Maldives contracts Chinese company to
resolve Addu’s electricity issues

(Im) In the Maldives, a government-owned company
responsible for providing electricity to various islands
and cities in the country, has signed an agreement with
a Chinese company to address the electricity shortage
in Addu City, one of the largest urban areas in the
Maldives. The agreement aims to establish a modern
power plant capable of generating 32 megawatts of
electricity, with potential expansion to 50 megawatts.
The agreement includes a Developer Finance payment
system, with a settlement duration of 12 years. [the
edition]
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Port restrictions on Indian exports to the
Maldives introduced

(aa) A new policy introduced by the Indian government
confines exporting essential commodities to the
Maldives to four designated customs stations. Despite
deteriorating relations, the Maldives still received the
highest import quota for Indian commodities this year,
mitigating the effects of the port restrictions.

India imposed export restrictions on nine commodities
including onion, potato, egg, rice, and sugar. In view of
general elections such measures should prevent local
commodity prices from increasing. Under India’s
‘Neighborhood First’ policy, however, extended export
permission has been granted, amongst others, to
Bangladesh, the United Arab Emirates, Indonesia, and
Maldives. [The Sun]

Since the beginning of President Mohamed Muizzu's
administration, several steps have been undertaken to
decrease the dependency on Indian imports. The
government sought agreements on Turkish imports of
rice, flour, sugar, and other essentials. When India
approved the high commodity quantities for 2024/25,
Maldives’ tone softened. Currently, both trading
partners are engaged in discussions about the
settlement of import payments in the local currency.
Paying in Maldivian Rufiyaa could help both countries
in saving each other's foreign exchange reserves. [The
Economic Times]

Mongolia receives humanitarian aid from
Serbia

(fg) On April 18, the Serbian government announced
that it had decided to provide humanitarian aid
amounting to EUR 150,000 (USD 160,000) to Mongolia.

The aid is in response to the extremely severe weather
conditions, known as "dzud" (hard winter), that
Mongolia is facing this year. According to the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, it is the harshest winter in 50 years,
which has already resulted in the loss of an estimated
over 6 million livestock (see AiR No. 13, March/2024, 4).
[Akipress] [Gov of Serbia]

Thai hospital in Mae Sot treats dozens
injured in Myanmar's Kayin state clashes
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(jb) A Thai border hospital in Mae Sot has treated
nearly 40 injured individuals following clashes between
Burmese junta soldiers and rebel forces in Myanmar's
Kayin state. Public Health Minister Cholnan Srikaew
confirmed that 22 people were admitted on April 20
and an additional 16 the day after, most requiring
surgery.

Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has established a
high-level committee to manage the situation, focusing
on challenges arising from the conflict, including
security, economic, and social aspects.

The clashes began after the Karen National Liberation
Army and its allies captured junta Infantry Battalion
275 in Myawaddy, a Burmese town bordering Mae Sot.
Following a rebel interception of a junta convoy, Mi-35
helicopters retaliated with bombings, and gunfire and
airstrikes were reported late into the morning of 21
April 2024.

The Tak Provincial Public Health Office disclosed that
113 people fled Myanmar for medical treatment, with
89 in Mae Sot and others in the Umphang district and
elsewhere. Thai authorities continue to provide
refugees with food and medical services, with about
2,000 displaced people returning since the fighting
subsided. [Benar News]

Mae Sot maintains calm amid Myanmar
conflict, safe zones consolidated

(jb) Mae Sot district in Tak province has remained calm
with no reports of gunfire from the Myanmar side from
21 April through the morning of 22 April 2024. The
Thai-Myanmar Friendship Bridge No. 1 is operating
normally on the Thai side, although the Myanmar side
has been temporarily closed. To better manage and
support displaced Myanmar nationals, officials have
consolidated the number of safe zones from seven to
three.

The Thai military, including the Naresuan Force, is
closely monitoring the border to preempt any threats,
with the Ratchamanu Special Unit ready to counteract
breaches of sovereignty. Tak Governor Somchai
Kitcharoenroongrote highlighted the proactive
measures taken to ensure the well-being of both
displaced individuals and officials. Health officials are
conducting regular malaria screenings, maintaining
public utilities, and ensuring food safety in line with
international humanitarian standards. [Pattaya Mail]
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China’s PLA conducts second live-fire drill
along border with Myanmar this month

(jb) The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of China has
conducted its second live-fire drill along the border
with Myanmar this month, highlighting Beijing's
concerns over Myanmar's deteriorating security
situation. The exercise, organized by the PLA's
Southern Theatre Command, involved both ground
and air forces and aimed to test the forces' capabilities
in air-defence capacity, reconnaissance, early warning,
and repulsion, according to the theatre command’s
WeChat account.

This live-fire drill is the third publicly announced by
Beijing since the Three Brotherhood Alliance, a
coalition of three rebel militias in northern Myanmar,
launched an offensive against Myanmar’s military junta
last October. The alliance has posed a significant
challenge to the military junta, especially in Myanmar's
Shan state, which shares a border with China.

The deteriorating situation has already caused injuries
to several people in China's Yunnan province due to
aerial fire exchanges originating from Myanmar.
Despite China's efforts to broker a ceasefire, including
four rounds of peace talks, there have been no
significant breakthroughs. [South China Morning Post]

Myanmar soldiers, border guards, and
civilians seek refuge in Bangladesh

(jb) Nearly 260 Myanmar soldiers, border guards, and
civilians have sought refuge in Bangladesh in the past
week due to escalating clashes between Myanmar's
junta and Arakan Army rebels in Rakhine state. On the
night of April 16, 46 Border Guard Police (BGP)
members and another individual crossed into
Bangladesh, according to the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB). Efforts to repatriate those
sheltering in Bangladesh have begun.

Since the conflict between the Arakan Army and junta
forces erupted on February 2, an exodus of BGP
members has been reported at the Bangladeshi
border. Between February 4 and 7 alone, 330 people
fled Myanmar but were returned on February 15.
Meanwhile, similar border crossings are taking place at
the Thai border with Myanmar's Kayin state.

Residents in Bangladesh's Teknaf sub-district of Cox's
Bazar have reported hearing artillery fire and
gunshots. Mohammad Moniruzzaman, a Teknaf
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municipality councilor, highlighted that the situation
worsened after Eid, with gunfire and explosions nearly
daily, leaving border residents living in fear. [Benar
News]

China won't tolerate anti-Beijing activities
by third countries in Nepal

(Im) During a recent meeting in Beijing between a
senior leader of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
and representatives from Nepal's ruling Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), a strong message was
conveyed regarding Beijing's stance on external
activities in Nepal aimed at China. Liu Jianchao,
Minister of the International Department of the CPC
Central Committee, made it clear that China would not
tolerate any actions in Nepal by third countries that
are directed against China's interests. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Beyond addressing external influences, the meeting
also touched upon Nepal's internal affairs and its
cooperation with China on various initiatives. Nepal's
failure to provide a list of projects for the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) was highlighted, indicating a need
for greater collaboration and coordination between
the two nations. Liu suggested involving political
parties and other stakeholders to facilitate the
execution of Chinese projects in Nepal, emphasizing
the importance of a unified approach.

Moreover, Beijing expressed satisfaction with Nepal's
political landscape, particularly the recent partnership
between the CPN (Maoist Centre) and other leftist
parties in forming a new government.

North Korea's trade with China surges in
March

(yq) Despite a month-on-month increase in March,
North Korea's trade with China fell short of last year's
levels, as indicated by data released by China's General
Administration of Customs. Total trade volume
reached USD 158.1 million, rising from February but
remaining below January's figures and falling short of
March 2023. The first quarter of 2024 saw a decrease
compared to the same period last year, totaling USD
469.3 million compared to USD 486 million in 2023.

However, experts suggested that the current trend
mirrors that of last year, hinting at the potential for a
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rebound. The trade slump in February mirrors a similar
pattern from last year, with trade gradually picking up.
Notably, wigs and fake hair products have been
prominent in North Korea's trade with China.
Additionally, Chinese trade data suggests the flow of
sanctioned goods into North Korea, although not
reflected in recent trade charts. [NK News]

This follows a Chinese top official's recent visit to North
Korea from April 11 to 13, calling for deepening
economic cooperation (see AR No. 16, April/2024, 3).

North Korea mocks US envoy's tour as
desperate attempt to reinforce weakened
sanctions

(yq) North Korea mocked on April 19 the recent tour of
the top US envoy to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, characterizing it as the "aid-begging
journey of a loser."

The North Korean foreign ministry accused the US of
overlooking peace and security concerns in the Middle
East while being overly concerned with the "dismal
fate" of sanctions against North Korea. Portraying the
envoy's tour as an attempt to reinforce weakened
sanctions, North Korea depicted it as a sign of
desperation assisted by inferior allies.

Thomas-Greenfield visited Japan and South Korea from
April 14 to hold talks with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
and President Yoon Suk Yeol to find an alternative
approach to maintain the UN's monitoring activities.
[The Strait Times]

This follows Russia’s recent veto of a United Nations
Security Council resolution to renew a UN panel
responsible for monitoring North Korean sanctions on
March 28. The panel has been scrutinizing Pyongyang's
sanctions breaches since 2006 in response to a nuclear
test (see AiR No. 14, April/2024,1).

North Korea and Belarus boost bilateral
ties

(yq) Belarus' Deputy Foreign Minister Evgeny Shestakov
and his North Korean counterpart Im Chon Il held a
talk on April 18 during the former’s visit to North

Korea, exploring avenues for bilateral cooperation in
economic and cultural fields. They reached out for
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mutual assistance and support on the international
level. [Reuters]

Shestakov's visit to North Korea coincides with the
country's increasing cooperation with Russia, leading
to speculation that the visit may be intended to
enhance relations between the three nations. Belarus
has expressed its solidarity with Russia during the
ongoing conflict with Ukraine while North Korea has
allegedly supplied weapons to Russia while
simultaneously seeking Russia's technical assistance to
support its own weapons program. [The Korea Times]

Pakistan’'s Prime Minister to visit China in
May

(nw) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will visit
China in May to bolster Beijing's confidence in
Islamabad regarding various projects under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a crucial
component of China's Belt and Road Initiative. [Arab
News]

This visit comes against the backdrop of Beijing's
substantial investments of over USD 65 billion in
energy and infrastructure endeavors in Pakistan
through CPEC, which seeks to establish a more
efficient trade route for China while bolstering
Pakistan's economy. However, challenges such as
financial obligations and attacks on Chinese targets
have strained relations between the two nations,
exemplified by a recent suicide bombing in northwest
Pakistan that claimed the lives of five Chinese nationals
and their Pakistani driver [see AiR No. 14, April/2024,
11.

Pakistan foreign minister discusses
resumption of trade with neighboring
India with business community

(Im) Pakistan's Foreign Minister, Ishaq Dar, has
initiated discussions with the country's business
community regarding the resumption of trade
activities with India. Dar expressed the desire to
reopen trade routes with India, citing the increased
cost of trade and business due to the current routes
through Dubai. [MENAFN]
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Turkey’s top military commander visits
Pakistan

(nw) Turkey's Chief of the General Staff, General Metin
Gurak, recently visited Pakistan for discussions with
Chief of Army Staff Gen Asim Munir and Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) Gen Sahir Shamshad
Mirza. The meetings aimed to bolster defense and
strategic cooperation between the two nations, with
both sides expressing their dedication to enhancing
defense collaboration. [The News]

Pakistan, Iran leaders vow to boost trade,
strengthen security cooperation

(Im) Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi on April 22 began
an ongoing three-day visit to neighboring Pakistan,
signaling efforts to mend relations that were strained
over tit-for-tat missile strikes in January amidst an
increasing consolidation of the Middle East on its own
terms. Notably, Raisi will travel to Sri Lanka after
wrapping up his Pakistan visit. [Reuters]

Raisi's visit, accompanied by a high-level delegation
comprising senior Iranian officials including the foreign
minister and business representatives, highlights the
significance both countries place on fostering stronger
diplomatic relations. The Iranian president and
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif discussed
plans to elevate trade between the two nations - which
currently stands at more than USD 2 billion - to USD 10
billion annually over the next five years. Additionally,
the leaders emphasized the importance of
collaborating on shared challenges, particularly
terrorism, demonstrating a commitment to regional
stability.

Moreover, the interior ministers of both countries on
April 22 decided to ban “terrorist organizations” in their
respective countries and pledged to strengthen mutual
support and exchange of intelligence information.
[Arab News]

However, challenges remain, most notably the long-
standing project of constructing a gas pipeline
between Iran and Pakistan. While Iran claims to have
completed its portion of the pipeline, Pakistan has
hesitated to proceed due to concerns about potential
United States. sanctions. Iran's energy sector is already
under sanctions from Washington, raising
apprehensions about the project's viability and
potential legal ramifications.
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Additionally, another crucial aspect of the discussions
is likely to revolve around security concerns along the
Iran-Pakistan border. Both countries share a 900-
kilometer border, which has been susceptible to
militant infiltration, smuggling, and other illegal
activities. The recent exchange of missile strikes
between Iranian security forces and alleged anti-Iran
militant hideouts in Pakistan's Baluchistan province
heightened concerns of broader conflict and regional
instability.

The recent escalation in tensions between Iran and
Israel, highlighted by Tehran's retaliatory strikes
following an attack on its consular building in Syria,
adds further complexity to the situation. Pakistani
experts suggest that Raisi's visit may be an opportunity
for Iran to garner regional support amidst heightened
tensions with Israel. However, Pakistan's historical
alignment with Saudi Arabia and the United States,
coupled with its ongoing economic challenges, may
limit its ability to provide unequivocal support to Iran
amid the current geopolitical climate. [Al Jazeera]
[Deutsche Welle]

High-profile Afghan Taliban religious
scholar assassinated in Pakistan

(Im) A prominent religious scholar from Afghanistan,
Mohammad Omar Jan Akhundzada, was assassinated
in Quetta, Pakistan, while leading evening prayers at a
mosque. The gunmen fled the scene, and no group has
claimed responsibility for the attack. Akhundzada was
a senior adviser to Taliban supreme leader Hibatullah
Akhundzada and part of a government oversight
committee of top Islamic scholars. The Taliban
condemned the killing, describing it as a heinous crime
by enemies of Islam. [Voice of America]

Quetta, where the assassination took place, has
previously seen attacks on Taliban-affiliated
individuals, and it hosts a large population of Afghan
refugees. The Taliban leader himself was based in
Pakistan until the withdrawal of foreign forces from
Afghanistan in 2021. Since then, there have been
several assassinations of central Taliban religious
figures in Afghanistan, with the Islamic State-Khorasan
claiming responsibility for many of them.

Saudi assistant defense minister holds
talks with Pakistan’s top military officials
in Islamabad
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(Im) During an official visit to Islamabad, Talal Al-Otaibi,
the assistant minister of defense of Saudi Arabia,
engaged in discussions with high-ranking officials from
the Pakistan Army. Among the officials he met were
Gen. Syed Asim Munir, the commander of the army,
Gen. Sahir Shamshad Mirza, the head of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and Gen. Muhammad Avais Dastgir, the
chief of the general staff. [Arab News]

The meetings primarily focused on reviewing and
strengthening the longstanding relations between
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. They discussed various
aspects of defense cooperation between the two
countries, including research and development
initiatives, technology transfer, and localization efforts.
These discussions were framed within the context of
Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 development and
diversification plan, reflecting a commitment to
enhancing collaboration in strategic areas. Additionally,
the Saudi-Pakistani Committee convened during Al-
Otaibi's visit to further explore opportunities for
mutual cooperation in defense-related matters.

Al-Otaibi's visit came close on the heels of a two-day
visit to Islamabad by Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin
Farhan Al-Saud, aimed at enhancing bilateral economic
cooperation and pushing forward previously agreed
visit followed discussions between Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, where Saudi Arabia
reaffirmed its commitment to expedite a USD 5 billion
investment package to Pakistan [see AiR No. 15,
April/2024, 11.

Pakistan, United Arab Emirates officials
perform groundbreaking of terminal in
Karachi port

(Im) Pakistani and United Arab Emirates (UAE) officials
conducted the groundbreaking ceremony for a USD
175 million Bulk and General Cargo terminal in
Pakistan's southern port city of Karachi. The terminal,
operated by Karachi Gateway Terminal Multipurpose
Limited (KGTML), is a joint venture between AD Ports
Group - a UAE-based port operator and developer -
and Kaheel Terminals. Under a government-to-
government agreement between Pakistan and the
UAE, a new 25-year concession agreement was inked
between AD Ports Group and Karachi Port Trust (KPT)
earlier this year. [Arab News]
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Pakistan urges climate change
collaboration with United Arab Emirates
after record rains hit Gulf nation

(nw) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
telephoned United Arab Emirates (UAE) President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan and called for
cooperation between both nations to address the
effects of climate change. [Arab News 1]

A recent storm first ravaged Oman, claiming at least 20
lives, before unleashing the heaviest rainfall in 75 years
upon the UAE. Scientists link these extreme weather
occurrences to human-induced global warming. The
UAE continues to grapple with the aftermath, including
partial closure of the main road linking Dubai and Abu
Dhabi due to the storm's impact.

Meanwhile, Pakistan, a country frequently struck by
natural disasters, consistently ranks among the most
vulnerable nations to climate change impacts. In fact,
the Pakistan Meteorological Department recently
issued a warning of an upcoming spell of rain likely to
affect various parts of the country, starting from April
24 to April 29. The anticipated weather pattern is
expected to bring rain, windstorms, and
thunderstorms to Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Punjab, Sindh, Gilgit-Baltistan, and Azad Kashmir. [Arab
News 2]

India delivers BrahMos missiles to
Philippines, aiming to strengthen regional
security

(ms) India has fulfilled its commitment under a USD
375 million deal signed in 2022 by delivering BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles to the Philippines. This move
is seen as part of India's broader strategy to expand its
defense cooperation and position itself as a possible
leader in Southeast Asia, particularly in light of
increasing tensions in the South China Sea.

The BrahMos missiles, known for their high speed and
precision, are intended to enhance the Philippines'
defense capabilities, particularly in deterring potential
threats in the disputed waters of the South China Sea.
The delivery comes amid Manila's efforts to modernize
its military and strengthen its coastal defenses.

Observers note that India's arms deal with the
Philippines reflects its growing interest in engaging
with Southeast Asian nations beyond its traditional
partners like Vietnam and Singapore. The sale of
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BrahMos missiles is viewed as a step towards
establishing India as a credible security partner in the
Indo-Pacific region. [GMA News] [South China Morning
Post]

Lithuanian Foreign Minister starts three-
day visit to Philippines

(ms) Lithuania's Foreign Minister Gabrielius
Landsbergis embarks on an official visit to the
Philippines from 23 to 25 April 2024, marking the first-
ever visit by a Lithuanian Foreign Minister to the
Philippines since the establishment of diplomatic ties
between the two nations three decades ago.

Notably, this visit also signifies the first high-level
engagement between the two countries since
Lithuanian Prime Minister Adolfas Slezevicius’ visit in
1995.

The primary agenda of Foreign Minister Landsbergis’
visit is to foster stronger bilateral ties between the
Philippines and Lithuania.

In discussions with Secretary for Foreign Affairs
Enrique A. Manalo, the focus will be on bolstering
cooperation across various sectors including trade and
investments, clean energy, science and technology,
including health and laser technology, and fostering
people-to-people connections. Moreover, regional and
international issues of mutual interest are said to be
discussed. [Politiko]

Russia buys more than USD 65 million of
gold in Singapore to launder funds for
Ukraine invasion

(Ib) A Russian national, Feliks Medvedev, has been
charged in the United States with operating an
unlicensed money transmitting business and money
laundering, allegedly funneling over USD 150 million in
illicit funds, with more than USD 65 million used to
purchase gold bullion from the Singapore Precious
Metals Exchange (SGPMX). Two other Russians and a
business consulting firm in Moscow are implicated in
the scheme, allegedly conspiring with Medvedev to
launder the illegal proceeds. [The Straits Times]

The case is part of efforts by Task Force KleptoCapture,
aimed at enforcing sanctions on Russian oligarchs in
response to the invasion of Ukraine, with over USD 700
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million in assets restrained or seized and more than 70
individuals charged since its inception.

South Korea, US discuss space
cooperation

(dqgl) South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) Chairman
Adm. Kim Myung-soo held a meeting on April 22 with
Gen. Stephen Whiting, the commander of the U.S.
Space Command, during which they discussed ways to
bolster their joint capabilities in space to fend off
evolving North Korean threats and growing military
cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow.

They agreed on developing joint space operations,
creating a military space consultative body as well as
pushing for a tabletop exercise on space domains.

The meeting was held as speculation arises over North
Korea being ready to launch its second spy satellite
this month, following the first one in November (see
AIR No. 48, November/2023, 4). It was part of Whiting's
two-day trip to Seoul which marked the first visit by the
U.S. space commander to the nation since assuming
office in January.

In December 2022 the U.S. Space Forces Korea, a
component unit under the U.S. Forces Korea, was
launched, reflection efforts to expand coordination
between the two countries in the realm of space.
[Yonhap] [Kyodo News]

South Korea and USA conduct joint
airborne training

(fg) On April 19, South Korean and US special forces
conducted an airborne training exercise.

About 200 soldiers from the Special Warfare Command
from South Korea and the US Special Operations
Command Korea took part. The exercise took place at
Osan Air Base in Pyeongtaek, near Seoul.

During this exercise, the airborne troops are to
practise on combat search and rescue scenarios as
well as mass paratrooper airdrops.

The training took place as part of Korea Flying Training,
which has been running since April 12. Around 25
aircraft types were involved in the annual air exercise.
[Yonhap]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tdu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-thl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-thr/

South Korea protests Japanese school
books over historical distortions and
territorial claims

(fg) On April 19, South Korea officially protested the
new Japanese textbooks that play down Japan's
colonial atrocities and reaffirm territorial claims to the
Korean island of Dokdo. The Japanese ambassador to
South Korea was summoned to receive the formal
protest message.

The middle school books contain depictions that are
perceived by Seoul as trivializing sexual slavery and
forced labor during Japanese colonial rule in Korea
from 1910 to 1945.

The South Korean foreign ministry criticized these
depictions as "absurd" and emphasized that Dokdo
clearly belongs to South Korea, both historically and
under international law.

In addition, the ministry expressed its deep concern
about the possible impact on young Japanese who
could grow up with a distorted view of history and
called on Japan to show a more responsible attitude in
the education of its youth. [Yonhap]

South Korean President Yoon discusses
bilateral cooperation with Indonesia's
President-elect

(fg) On April 17, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
held a telephone conversation with Indonesian
President-elect Prabowo Subianto to strengthen
bilateral cooperation between the two countries.

Yoon congratulated Prabowo on his election in March
and talked about promoting cooperation in areas such
as defence, electric vehicles and infrastructure.

He also emphasized the importance of Indonesia as a
key partner in the Korea-ASEAN Solidarity Initiative
(KASI).

KASI was launched in 2022 by Yoon and is an
important part of South Korea's efforts to promote
regional peace and stability measures while deepening
economic and diplomatic ties within the Asia-Pacific
region.
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Prabowo, for his part, reaffirmed South Korea as an
important partner and would like to further expand
the partnership once he takes office. [Yonhap]

South Korea and Equatorial Guinea to
strengthen bilateral cooperation

(fg) On April 17, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul received his counterpart Imeon Oyono Esono
Angue from Equatorial Guinea at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Seoul.

Bilateral cooperations were discussed at the meeting,
particularly in the field of education. The ministers also
agreed to strengthen economic relations.

Praising South Korean companies for their excellent
technologies and capabilities Esono Angue expressed
his hope for further branches in his country. [Yonhap]

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul discusses
Middle East stability with Jordanian
counterpart

(fg) On April 22, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul spoke to his Jordanian counterpart Ayman
Hussein Al Safadi on a phone call. They discussed the
situation in the Middle East, including the conflicts
between Israel and Iran and in Gaza.

Cho emphasized the importance of restraint to avoid
further escalation and reiterated South Korea's
support for the two-state solution, including the
decision to vote in favor of Palestine's UN membership
last week.

Safadi thanked South Korea for its support, although
the UN resolution was unsuccessful due to a US veto.
Both agreed to continue their cooperation to promote
peace in the region, especially in view of South Korea's
upcoming membership in the UN Security Council.
[Yonhap]

South Korea, Romania sign MoU on
nuclear energy

(fg) On 23 April, South Korea and Romania signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to create a new
dialogue platform for cooperation in the field of civil
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nuclear energy. The signing by South Korean Industry
Minister Ahn Duk-geun and his Romanian counterpart
Sebastian-loan Burduja took place in Seoul. The
ceremony was also attended by South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol and Romanian President
Klaus lohannis.

That diaolog platform is intended to involve
governments and private companies from both
countries in long-term consultations. The MoU
promises to deepen co-operation in nuclear power
generation, nuclear fuel and advanced small modular
reactors.

Romania in particular hopes that this agreement will
enable the country to continue the expansion of
nuclear energy to achieve its emission reduction
targets.

In separate talks, Ahn and Burduja have also agreed to
jointly push ahead with the construction of a tritium
removal facility at the Romanian nuclear power plant
in Cernavoda, Romania. In 2023, the South Korean
company Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co. was
awarded the contract to build this plant, which extracts
tritium from heavy water and stores it a safe form.
[Yonhap]

South Korea signs framework agreement
with Ukraine for economic support

(fg) On 19 April, South Korea signed a framework
agreement with Ukraine to provide economic
cooperation funds. In Washington D.C., Finance
Minister Choi Sang-mok and his counterpart Sergii
Marchenko signed this agreement, which creates the
basis for the allocation of USD 2.1 billion for Ukraine.
This is to be realized through long-term, low-interest
loans via the Economic Development Cooperation
Fund (EDCF) starting in 2025

This measure builds on an already committed aid
package totaling USD 2.3 billion, which includes both
humanitarian and economic support.

This is part of South Korea's commitment to help
Ukraine overcome the aftermath of its ongoing war
with Russia. South Korea will already provide US$200
million this year due to the very urgent humanitarian
needs. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]
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Sri Lanka attentive to genocide
allegations from Canada with
Remembrance Day approaching

(aa) Sri Lanka is preparing to counter any potential
genocide allegations from Canada considering the
country’s approaching Tamil Genocide Remembrance
Day on May 18 which was voted on in 2022 by the
Canadian parliament. Diplomatic ties were tested
when Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau voiced
genocide accusations on the day of commemoration
last year. Sri Lanka considered the remarks
unsubstantiated and summoned the Canadian envoy
as a response.

15 years after the Civil War, a decision was made on
the design for the Tamil Genocide Memorial in
Brampton. With a substantial Sri Lankan Tamil
diaspora population, Canada echoes the Tamil
community by equating the war losses to genocide.
Although the Canadian federal government rejected
genocide allegations it has no jurisdiction over the
Brampton City Council to affect the erection of the new
monument. [Daily Mirror]

The Civil War in Sri Lanka lasted for over 25 years. The
two parties involved were the Sri Lankan government
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who
were fighting for an independent state for the island’s
Tamil minority. The conflict officially ended in 2009
with the defeat of the LTTE by the Sri Lankan military
and a death toll of around 100,000 and approximately
800,000 displaced people. [Council on Foreign
Relations] [Al Jazeera]

Taiwan condemns China's new air routes
near Taiwan-controlled islands as a flight
safety risk

(yq) In an April 19 statement, Taiwan strongly
condemned China's recent decision to open new air
routes near Taiwan-controlled islands, labeling it a
flight safety risk and an action taken without
consultation. The routes, connecting to the M503 flight
path, run close to Taiwan-controlled Kinmen and
Matsu islands, which have regular flights to and from
Taiwan.

Despite protests from Taiwan's government in January
regarding the unilateral change to the M503 flight
path, China has now put the new routes into
operation. Taiwanese authorities have stated they will
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request Chinese aircraft to divert away from Taiwanese
airspace.

China's civil aviation regulator announced on April 19
that the routes were in operation and that the airspace
would be optimized from May 16.

This move by China comes amidst tensions, with
Taiwan's President-elect Lai Ching-te set to take office,
seen by Beijing as a separatist figure. China's actions
are seen by Taiwan as part of a pattern of pressure
ahead of the inauguration. [Reuters]

KMT delegation to visit China ahead of
Taiwan presidential inauguration

(fg) On 17 April, Fu Kun-chi, the caucus whip of the
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KTM), announced
that he will lead a delegation of KMT parliamentarians
on a trip to China. This visit is scheduled to take place
before the inauguration of the newly elected President
Lai Ching-te on May 20.

The purpose of the visit is to foster a more peaceful
relationship between China and Taiwan. Fu believes
that improved relations with China are in Taiwan's
interest, as tourism between China and Taiwan is
declining and there are joint trade relations in the
areas of agriculture and fisheries. In his view the
government led by the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) could be doing more in this regard. "What the
government doesn't do, we will do," Fu said. [Taipei
Times 1] [Taiwan News]

Of note in this context is the recent meeting between
former Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou, who is also
a member of the KMT, and Chinese President Xi Jinping
on April 10 during his 11-day "Journey for Peace" to
China. Ma highlighted the historical and cultural
similarities between China and Taiwan (see AiR No. 16,
April/2024, 3).

Other high-ranking KMT members have also
announced visits to China. Vice party chairman Andrew
Hsia announced another trip to China by the end of
April during his visit to the USA on 12 April. This would
be his third visit this year, having already visited China
in February and March. [Focus Taiwan]

There has also been some speculation in the media
that KMT Chairman Eric Chu may be invited by Beijing
to a visit in June. In this case, the party has promised
not to make any unannounced trips abroad and to
maintain transparency. [Taipei Times]
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The DPP does not have this diplomatic access to China,
in part due to Beijing's dissatisfaction with the
outcome of the January elections and its perception of
the DPP as a "dangerous separatist movement."
[Nikkei Asia] [cfr] [Al Jazeera]

U.S. House approves foreign aid package,
including support for Taiwan

(fg) On April 20, the U.S. House of Representatives
approved a USD 95 billion foreign aid package.

Most of this funding, nearly 61 billion, is allocated for
Ukraine, with another 26 billion designated for Israel
and 8 billion for the Indo-Pacific region, including
Taiwan.

According to press releases from Taiwan's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of National Defense, 2
billion will be allocated to the Foreign Military
Financing Program (FMF) for Taiwan and other regional
partners. Another 1.9 billion will be used to replenish
defense articles and services already provided. [Focus
Taiwan] [MOFA Taiwan, in Chinese]

On April 21, Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense
announced that it would closely coordinate with the
U.S. on the utilization of these financial aids. [MND
Taiwan, in Chinese] [Taiwan News]

The aid package still needs to be approved by the
Senate, but this is considered certain, as well as
President Biden's signature.

The FMF is a U.S. government program that provides
financial assistance to foreign states to support the
purchase of U.S. defense articles, services, and
training.

Kosovar delegation visits Taiwan to
strengthen bilateral relations

(fg) On April 16, Legislative Yuan Speaker Han Kou-yu
welcomed a delegation from Kosovo, led by former
Prime Minister Avdullah Hoti, which included members
of the parliamentary friendship group and the foreign
affairs committee.

Both sides exchanged mutual appreciation for shared
values such as democracy and freedom. Kosovo's
representative, Artan Abrashi, mentioned that Taiwan
serves as an inspiration for Kosovo in terms of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tkk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tut/

development and prosperity. Both Taiwan and Kosovo
have expressed intentions to strengthen their
relations. [Taiwan News]

Both countries share the commonality of having their
status as recognized states internationally contested.
The issue of recognition is more pronounced for
Taiwan due to the widely accepted One-China policy.
Kosovo, on the other hand, is recognized as a fully
independent country by only 97 nations worldwide and
is not recognized by major countries like the five
founding members of the BRICS.

Taiwan was the first Asian country to recognize
Kosovo's declared independence in 2008.

New Zealand delegation proposes clean
energy cooperation with Taiwan

(fg) A parliamentary delegation from New Zealand
visited Taiwan from April 13-18, led by Joseph Mooney,
Chair of the Social Service and Community Committee,
and Ingrid Leary, Co-Chair of the Non-Party
Parliamentary Group on Taiwan.

During their visit, they met with President Tsai Ing-wen
and discussed issues such as clean energy, technology
and cultural connectivity.

In climate-neutral energy production, the potential for
enhanced collaboration was highlighted. New Zealand
can assist Taiwan with geothermal energy, Mooney
declared after the delegation observed a geothermal
hot spring. [Focus Taiwan] [MOFA Taiwan]

Second phase of China-Thai rail gets nod

(Im) The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) board has
approved the second phase of the Thai-Chinese high-
speed train project from Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong
Khai with a total investment of THB 341.35 billion
(roughly USD 9.21 billion). [Bangkok Post]

The project is the result of a partnership between the
governments of Thailand and China. It will build a rail
system linking Bangkok and Nong Khai over a distance
of 607 kilometers. The second phase will stretch 357.12
kilometres from Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong Khai.
Construction is expected to take 48 months, with the
railway operational by 2031. The project will be carried
out under a public-private partnership, with a
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concessionaire operating the railway for 20 years. [The
Nation]

Escalating conflict near Thai-Myanmar
border drives thousands of refugees to
Mae Sot province

(bk) Around 2,000 people from Myanmar have sought
refuge in Mae Sot, Thailand, due to intensified conflicts
between Myanmar's military and ethnic troops. Many
of the refugees, totaling approximately 2,800, were
women, elderly, and children, with some sustaining
injuries. [Bangkok Post]

In the middle of the night of April 20, Mae Sot district
hospital declared an emergency situation to address
the influx of displaced Myanmar individuals seeking
medical assistance. The hospital admitted patients
without discrimination, treating both civilians and
military personnel on humanitarian grounds. [Thai PBS
World]

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is monitoring the
situation closely, acknowledging that stray bullets from
the ongoing clashes between opposing groups and
Myanmar military forces near the second Thai-
Myanmar friendship bridge, across from Mae Sot
district, have reached Thai territory. The Ministry has
urged Myanmar to exercise caution to preserve
Thailand's sovereignty and border security. Thailand is
providing humanitarian aid to the displaced, aiming for
a swift return to normalcy, and committed to restoring
peace and stability to the Thai-Myanmar border area.
[X (formerly, Twitter)]

Thailand funds R12 highway upgrade in
Laos to boost regional connectivity and
trade

(bk) On April 18, Thailand's cabinet approved THB 1.8
billion (roughly USD 48.6 million) in financial aid to
neighboring Laos for upgrading the R12 highway,
which connects Thailand’s Nakhon Phanom province
through Laos to the Vietnamese border. The highway,
spanning 147 kilometers, plays a crucial role in the
Asian Highway system. The funds will be utilized for
improving various infrastructure along the route,
including cargo terminals, lighting, drainage systems,
and tourist attractions. Once completed, the improved
highway is expected to reduce travel time and customs
procedures, enhancing connectivity between Thailand,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-tuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ill/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ilr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ilr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-ily/

Laos, Vietnam, and China and increasing the volume of
goods transported from Nakhon Phanom into Laos via
the R12 highway by approximately 50 percent. [Thai
PBS World]

Bangladesh Prime Minister Hasina to visit
Thailand

(Im) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
scheduled to visit Thailand from April 24 to 29,
following an invitation from her Thai counterpart
Srettha Thavisin. This marks Hasina's first visit to
Thailand since 2002, during which she will also address
the United Nations ESCAP’s 80th session. The
Bangladesh delegation includes high-ranking officials
from finance, foreign affairs, industry, investment, and
commerce ministries. [The Daily Star]

The visit will include the signing of several agreements
and Memoranda of Understanding between the two
nations. Additionally, discussions will focus on
enhancing collaboration in areas such as connectivity,
tourism, and fostering people-to-people ties between
Thailand and Bangladesh. [Bangkok Post]

Mongolia’s foreign minister visits
Thailand, seeks closer ties

(Im) Mongolia's Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh
on April 23 started an ongoing visit to Thailand at the
invitation of Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Thailand, Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara,
marking the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the two countries. This visit, the first by a
Mongolian Foreign Minister to Thailand in 14 years,
aims to bolster ties. [AKlpress]

Of note, the minister told a newspaper that
Ulaanbaatar hopes to achieve closer ties with Bangkok
across the board. [Bangkok Post]

China, Vietnam justice ministers promote
judicial cooperation

(wn) Vietnam's Minister of Justice, Le Thanh Long, held
talks with his Chinese counterpart, He Rong, to discuss
ways of improving judicial cooperation between the
two nations. During the talks, Minister Long outlined
Vietnam's goals for a comprehensive legal system by
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2030, emphasizing the importance of learning from
China's experience. Additionally, both ministers signed
an agreement to organize the first conference of
judicial agencies along the Vietnam-China border in
2025. This conference will cover various legal topics
such as law building, judicial expertise, and mutual
legal assistance. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam'’s envoy to Australia meets with
shadow trade and tourism minister

(wn) Australian House of Representatives member
Kevin Hogan praised Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh's recent visit to Australia during a meeting with
Vietnamese Ambassador Pham Hung Tam. Hogan,
Shadow Minister for Trade and Tourism, highlighted
the elevation of Vietnam-Australia ties to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership as a significant
milestone. He emphasized the potential for further
cooperation in trade, investment, education, and
tourism, welcoming joint efforts to implement the
Australian Agriculture Work Visa Programme. Hogan
expressed Australian firms' growing interest in
Vietnam and pledged to collaborate with the Labour
Party-led administration to enhance bilateral relations.
Ambassador Tam reciprocated the optimism,
foreseeing continued growth in trade, investment, and
tourism, proposing additional measures to bolster
multifaceted cooperation between the two countries.
[Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam, Poland strengthen defence ties

(wn) Vietnam’s Deputy Minister of National Defence
Sen. Lieut. Gen Hoang Xuén Chién praised the robust
development of defence ties between Vietnam and
Poland during a meeting with Polish Ambassador to
Vietnam Aleksander Surdej. The two officials discussed
various areas of cooperation outlined in the
memorandum of understanding signed in 2010,
including personnel training and defence industry
collaboration. [Vietnam News]

Chién expressed keen interest in strengthening high-
level exchanges and enhancing defense cooperation
mechanisms between the two countries. He extended
an invitation to Polish officials to participate in the
Vietnam International Defence Expo 2024 and
suggested the signing of a new MoU to enhance
training in cybersecurity and military medicine.
Ambassador Surdej assured Vietnam of Poland's
commitment to supporting personnel training and
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peacekeeping operations. He underscored the
significance of sustained cooperation and pledged to
further deepen bilateral defense ties.

Vietnam, United Kingdom sign new agreement to
combat illegal migration

(wn/Im) The United Kingdom and Vietnam have signed
an agreement to increase cooperation in tackling illegal
migration to the UK, particularly addressing the risks
faced by Vietnamese individuals crossing the English
Channel. Both nations have committed to increasing
intelligence-sharing, deterring dangerous journeys,
facilitating returns for illegal migrants, and developing
a joint action plan to combat human trafficking.
Britain's Minister for Countering lllegal Migration,
Michael Tomlinson, and Senior Colonel Vu Van Hung
from Vietnam’s Ministry of Public Security signed the
joint statement in London on April 17. [GOV.UK]

The deal comes as an increasing number of
Vietnamese migrants have arrived in the UK via small
boats, surpassing other nationalities in recent
numbers. This surge in Vietnamese migrants has
contributed to record-breaking figures of arrivals in the
UK, prompting the government to advocate for the
passage of the Rwanda Bill, which aims to combat
illegal migration and the exploitation of migrants by
smuggling gangs. Under the policy, anyone "entering
the UK illegally" after January 1, 2022, could be sent to
Rwanda to have their claims processed there, with no
limit on numbers. [The Telegraph]

Venezuela considers Vietnam a role model
for development, says President Maduro

(Im) Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro praised
Vietnam's development achievements during a
meeting with Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Tran
Luu Quang in Caracas. Both leaders celebrated the
35th anniversary of diplomatic relations between their
countries and pledged to strengthen cooperation.
[Voice of Vietnam]

During the meeting, both sides discussed increasing
high-level visits, enhancing existing cooperation
mechanisms, and boosting economic, trade, and
investment ties. Maduro assured that Venezuela would
facilitate Vietnamese businesses' operations and
investments.
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The leaders agreed to prepare for high-level visits,
convene the fourth session of the Vietnam - Venezuela
Intergovernmental Committee, and strengthen
economic relations through increased exchange of
business delegations and cooperation in various
sectors like oil and gas, agriculture,
telecommunications, and construction. Additionally,
they witnessed the signing of five cooperation
agreements in agriculture, petrochemical refining,
telecommunications, and construction materials
production following the meeting.

Announcements

Upcoming online events

24 April 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

CMC Expert Talk: Pro Bono Mediation
Towards Community Justice - A Thai
Perspective

This webinar will offer insights into how pro bono
mediation initiatives can effectively bridge the equality
gap, promoting sustainable progress towards

community justice in Thailand.

For more details, see [CPG].

24 April 2024 @ 5:00-6:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

Surviving in conflict
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How can humanitarian arrangements contribute to the
protection of civilians in armed conflict and facilitate
the delivery of humanitarian assistance? With
experience in the implementation of humanitarian
arrangements, panellists will discuss how
arrangements can contribute to the protection of
civilians caught in hostilities and facilitate the delivery
of humanitarian assistance.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

24 April 2024 @ 10:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for a New American Security, USA

The Pitch 2024: A Competition of New
Ideas

For the fifth year, CNAS will host its premier event to
elevate emerging and diverse voices in national
security, The Pitch: A Competition of New Ideas.
Selected applicants will make their pitch for innovative
policy ideas to meet new challenges in U.S. national
security policy in front of a distinguished panel of
judges and a live virtual audience.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

24 April 2024 @ 10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia
Society Policy Institute, USA

Shipbuilding — The Next U.S.-China Trade
Battle?

Join the Washington International Trade Association
(WITA) and the Asia Society Policy Institute as we look
at trends in the Chinese shipbuilding and logistics
industries, past efforts to incentivize American
shipbuilding, and what role trade remedies can play to
help revitalize this U.S. industry.

For more information, visit [Asia Society].

24 April 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Belfer
Center, USA

The Past, Present, and Future Course of
the U.S. Strategy for Technology
Leadership
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Join the Belfer Center for a hybrid panel event titled,
"The Past, Present, and Future Course of the U.S.
Strategy for Technology Leadership," with Jacob Smith,
Policy Advisor for the Office of Senator John

Cornyn, Jon Cardinal, Director of Economic
Development for the Office of Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, J.D. Grom, Senior Advisor to the
Secretary on CHIPS Implementation, Sujai Shivakumar,
Director of the Renewing American Innovation (RAI)
Project at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS).

For more information, visit [Belfer Center].

24 April 2024 @ 5:30 -7:00 p.m. (GMT+2), ODI,
Belgium

The EU-Africa migration agenda - realizing
a new partnership

Join this hybrid event where speakers will assess all
aspects of the migration partnership, exploring
challenges and concerns at this time of heightened
tensions, reform and electoral change.

For more information, visit [ODI].

24 April 2024 @ 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Global Security Forum 2024: Gathering
Strength in a Gathering Storm

The theme of the 2024 Global Security Forum is
"Gathering Strength in a Gathering Storm." Speakers
will address how the United States can muster its
strengths to counter multiple global challenges,
posture for uncertainty, and prepare U.S. forces to
deter and defeat aggression. This year's Forum will
also feature conversations with senior leaders from
the government, military, private sector, and think tank
community.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

24 April 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-irk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-iru/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejtilht-l-iyl/

Different Frontiers of Social Media War in
Indonesia Elections

This webinar discusses the role of social media
platforms during the 2024 General Elections, such as
TikTok, in influencing public or voter perceptions. The
speaker will explain several phenomena of social
media use that effectively influence public choices. He
will also examine where are the different frontiers of
the social media war in Indonesia elections.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

24 April 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

CEO Scott Nathan on DFC’'s work on
energy security and other strategic
priorities

Join this talk where Scott Nathan, chief executive
officer of the US International Development Finance
Corporation, discusses the agency's role in US efforts
to advance global energy security and other strategic
US priorities.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

25 April 2024 @ 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Centre for
International Governance Innovation, Canada

Plurality: The Future of Collaborative
Technology and Democracy

While digital technology threatens to tear our free and
open societies apart through polarization, inequality,
loneliness and fear, on a delicate, diverse and
politically divided East Asian island things are different.
In the decade since the occupation of Taiwan's
parliament, this island of resilience achieved inclusive,
technology-fuelled growth, and entrusted the people
to tackle shared challenges such as environmental
protection while capitalizing on a culture of innovation
to "hack the government. Join the discussion with E.
Glen Weyl to learn more.

For more information, visit [CIGI].
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25 April 2024 @ 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute
for Policy Studies, USA

Where Your 2023 Taxes Went: A People’s
Briefing

Join this online People's Briefing with IPS' National
Priorities Project (NPP) Director, Lindsay Koshgarian,
and NPP Outreach Coordinator, Alliyah Lusuegro who
will give an illuminating explanation of where your
2023 income taxes went.

For more information, visit [[PS].

25 April 2024 @ 12:00 -1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Belfer
Center, USA

Arctic Security in the Age of Green
Transition

The Arctic is warming nearly four times faster than the
rest of the world's regions, changing both the
geological and geopolitical landscape of the Arctic
region. Meanwhile, China and Russia are enhancing
their cooperation in the Arctic, particularly through
China’s investments in Russia’s rich natural resources -
coal, liquified natural gas (LNG) and oil - as well as in
shipping and port infrastructure. The two countries are
also enhancing their relationship in other areas, adding
to the shifting geopolitics of the region. Learn more
about this topic by joining this event.

For more information, visit [Belfer Center].

25 April 2024 @ 1:30 -2:30 p.m. (GMT+2), South
African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA),
South Africa

Launch of the Korber Emerging Middle
Powers Report 2024

Attend this webinar where experts from Korber-
Stiftung and its cooperation partners in Brazil (BRICS
Policy Center), India (Gateway House Indian Council on
Global Relations) and South Africa (South African
Institute of International Affairs) will discuss the report
on Emerging Middle Powers.

For more information, visit [SAIIA].
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25 April 2024 @ 10:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Possibilities and Pitfalls in the US-
Kazakhstan Relationship

In this discussion, three experts will discuss
Kazakhstan's role in geopolitical affairs, as well as the
strengths and weaknesses in the current US-
Kazakhstan relationship.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

25 April 2024 @ 1:00 -2:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

RAFDI Working Group Report Launch | US
Leadership Matters in Addressing Forced
Displacement Crisis

Join the Wilson Center, for the launch of RAFDI Working
Group Report. Speakers will present the report
highlights and recommendations and discuss what
must be done to ease pressure on host countries and
expand access to solution pathways for refugees and
other displaced people.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

25 April 2024 @ 3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Arab women ambassadors shaping
diplomacy: Challenges and opportunities

This event will highlight the journeys of Arab women
ambassadors. Current and former ambassadors will
share their experiences, reflecting on the obstacles
and opportunities that have shaped their
understanding of the political capabilities and
leadership styles of Arab women. They will explore the
challenges in the diplomatic field and how Arab
countries are addressing these issues. This event
celebrates Arab women leaders and aims to inspire the
next generation to break new ground in diplomacy.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].
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26 April 2024 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

The Belt and Road Initiative at 10:
Challenges and Opportunities

Join the Interpret: China project for a discussion of
these and other important questions with a panel of
experts who will unpack recently translated primary
source materials. The panel will include Yunnan Chen,
Research Fellow in Development and Public Finance
programme at ODI, Manoj Kewalramani, Senior
Associate (Non-resident) with the Freeman Chair in
China Studies and Chairperson of the Indo-Pacific
Research Programme, and China studies fellow at the
Takshashila Institution, and Henry Tugendhat,
economist with the China team at the U.S. Institute of
Peace. Lily McElwee, Deputy Director and Fellow with
the Freeman Chair in China Studies, will moderate the
discussion.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

29 April 2024 @ 4:00 - 5:45 p.m. (GMT+2),
International Institute for Strategic Studies, UK

Turmoil in the Red Sea: assessing the
Houthis’ strategic agenda

While the international community is trying to protect
freedom of navigation in the waters around Yemen
through naval missions in the Red Sea and airstrikes
against Houthi positions on land, this IISS Briefing will
analyse the strategic goals of Ansarullah, its
relationship with Iran, and the impact of the crisis on
regional security dynamics.

For more information, visit [IISS].

29 April 2024 @ 4:00 -5:00 p.m. (GMT+1), The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, UK

Sir Laurie Bristow on the West's
Withdrawal from Afghanistan, August
2021

A panel discussion with Sir Laurie Bristow, the last UK
Ambassador to Afghanistan, on his new book, Kabul:
Final Call. The panelists will discuss the events that led
to the evacuation of Afghanistan as Western military
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forces withdrew. They will also reflect on the human
cost of this strategic failure, particularly for Afghan
women and girls, and the impact on the families of the
soldiers who gave their lives, as well as those whose
bodies and minds were broken by the war.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

29 April 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Whither Institutional Reform in Malaysia?

This webinar will review reforms Anwar's government
has achieved thus far and what seems likely yet to
materialise; how processes of reform now compare
with past approaches; and what accounts for how little
has been, or seems likely to be, achieved.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

29 April 2024 @ 4:00 -5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

The Rise and Fall of the Second American
Republic: Reconstruction, 1860-1920

In The Rise and Fall of the Second American Republic,
acclaimed historian Manisha Sinha expands our view
beyond the usual temporal and spatial bounds of
Reconstruction (1865-1877) to explain how the Civil
War, the overthrow of Reconstruction, the conquest of
the west, labor conflict in the north, Chinese exclusion,
women's suffrage, and the establishment of an
overseas American empire were part of the same
struggle between the forces of democracy and those of
reaction. Highlighting the critical role of black people in
redefining American citizenship and governance,
Sinha's book shows that Reconstruction laid the
foundation of our democracy. Join the event to learn
more.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

29 April 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

A back-to-business birthday: Priorities for
the 2024 NATO Summit in Washington
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NATO turned 75 on April 4, 2024, but this year's NATO
Summit must be more than a birthday party. Heads of
state and government descending upon Washington in
July will face the imperative to reaffirm transatlantic
unity and deliver on commitments to collective
security. Join the event to learn more.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

30 April 2024 @ 2:00 - 3:15 p.m. (GMT-4), National
University of Singapore, Singapore

IMF’s Regional Economic Outlook for Asia
and Pacific

The IMF's Regional Economic Outlook for Asia and
Pacific provides an assessment of the macroeconomic
outlook and challenges for the region, as well as policy
recommendations aimed at mitigating risks and
sustaining Asia’s role as an engine of global growth.
Join the event to learn more.

For more information, visit [NUS].

30 April 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Defunding the Left: The Strategy to Save
America

The left has been pushing their destructive agenda on
the American people for years—and the United States
government is funding it. Join the event for a
discussion with conservative leaders about why
defunding the left is imperative if we hope to protect
traditional American values.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].

30 April 2024 @ 9:30 -10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), The United
States Institute of Peace, USA

The Trajectory of India-Russia Ties Amid
the War in Ukraine

Join USIP for a conversation with Pankaj Saran, India’s
former deputy national security advisor and former
ambassador to Russia, that will examine the strengths
and challenges of the India-Russia relationship two
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years into Russia’s war in Ukraine and the implications
for the trajectory of U.S.-India relations.

For more information, visit [USIP].

30 April 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Global Development, USA

How Civil Society Influences Tax Policy

This event will draw insights from recent civil society-
led tax reform campaigns in seven countries,
chronicled in the recently published book, A Taxing
Journey: How Civil Actors Influence Tax Policy. The case
studies showcase the diverse approaches and
strategies adopted by civil society groups and
underscore the potential for enhanced collaboration
among civic actors, governments, and donors to foster
fairer tax regimes.

For more information, visit [CGD].

30 April 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

In conversation with the Rt Hon Theresa
May

Former Prime Minister Theresa May discusses how
abuse of power is eroding trust in democratic
institutions. Drawing on examples from domestic and
international affairs she was personally involved in at
the highest level, including Stop and Search and the
Salisbury Poisonings, the former prime minister argues
for a radical rethink in how we approach our politics
and public life. Mrs May will be discussing how
governments lost and how they can rebuild that trust
with the public, and how democracy can be saved.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

30 April 2024 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

How to bolster Ukraine’s wartime
resilience

What can international allies do to advance Ukraine’s
long-term recovery? Join the discussion on how
Ukraine's partners can support and bolster its
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resilience during times of war. The discussion will also
draw upon a recent Resilience Barometer

publication from Chatham House and new research on
individual resilience.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

Recent Book Releases

Ana Raquel Minian, In the Shadow of Liberty: The
Invisible History of Imnmigrant Detention in the United
States, Viking, 384 pages, published April 16, 2024. For
areview, see [ The New York Times Review of books].

Anne Stevenson-Yang, Wild Ride: A short history of
the opening and closing of the Chinese economy, Bui
Jones Limited, 176 pages, Published April 16, 2024. For
areview, see [ Los Angeles Review of books].

Liz Truss, Ten Years to Save the West, Regnery, 320
pages, published April 16, 2024. For a review, see [ The
Guardian Review of books].

Judith Butler, Who's Afraid of Gender?, Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, 320 pages, published March 19, 2024. For
areview, see [ LSE Review of books].

Leah Hunt-Hendrix, Astra Taylor, Solidarity: The
Past, Present, and Future of a World-Changing Idea,
Pantheon, 432 pages, published March 12, 2024. For a
review, see [ Los Angeles Review of books].

Sudev Sheth, Bankrolling Empire: Family Fortunes
and Political Transformation in Mughal India,
Cambridge University Press, 379 pages, published
November 30, 2023. For a review, see [ Asian Review of
books].

Gary J. Bass, Judgment at Tokyo: World War Il on Trial
and the Making of Modern Asia, Knopf, 912 pages,
published October 17, 2023. For a review, see [ Asian
Review of books].

Samuel Moyn, Liberalism against Itself: Cold War
Intellectuals and the Making of Our Times, Yale
University Press, 240 pages, published August 29,
2023. For a review, see [ LSE Review of books].

Calls

The Open University of Catalonia invites paper
proposals for its international conference “The
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Crossroad of International Environmental Law
Enforcement,” to be held on December 2-3, 2024. The
deadline for abstract submission is July 1, 2024. For
more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Florida State University College of Law and Loyola
University Chicago School of Law invite paper
proposals for the Fifteenth Annual Constitutional Law
Colloquium, to be held on November 15-16m 2024, at
Florida State University College of Law. The deadline
for abstract submission is June 18, 2024. For more
information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Parliament Induction Support
Consultant to be based in the Solomon Islands.
Applications are accepted until May 2, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Security Specialist to be
based in Abuja, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until
May 5, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Finance Associate to be based in
Caracas, Venezuela. Applications are accepted until
May 3, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Policy Analyst to be based in Seoul,
Republic of Korea. Applications are accepted until
May 1, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Consultant - Capacity
Building on Community Policing to be based in
Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until April 29,
2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Global Alliance Policy Advocacy Consultant to be
based in New York, USA. Applications are accepted
until April 26, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultant in local governance and
public finance area to be based in Bucharest,
Romania. Applications are accepted until May 16, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].
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The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a
Political Affairs Officer to be based in Dakar.
Applications are accepted until May 2, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a
Political Affairs Officer to be based in New York, USA.
Applications are accepted until May 31, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks an
Intern, Political Affairs to join its Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs Department of Peace Operations
-Shared Structure. Applications are accepted until April
27,2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Legal
Officer to be based in New York, USA. Applications are
accepted until May 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Cyber
Security Officer, Security Architecture in New York,
USA. Applications are accepted until May 29, 2024.
More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Senior
Information Analyst, Political Affairs. Applications
are accepted until April 26, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Secretariat].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Director, Human Resources and Talent
Management to be based in Switzerland-Geneva.
Applications are accepted until May 11, 2024. More
information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Policy
Analyst to be based in Kazakhstan-Almaty.
Applications are accepted until May 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [WHQO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an HR
Specialist (Administrative Law) to be based in
Hungary-Budapest. Applications are accepted until
May 8, 2024. More information is provided at [WHQO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Policy and Institutional Expert. This
position is home-based. Applications are accepted
until May 4, 2024. More information is provided at
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Economist to be based in Italy-Rome. Applications
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are accepted until April 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAQ].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Policy Officer to be based in Cotabato,
Philippines. Applications are accepted until May 3,
2024. More information is provided at [WFP].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Consultant - Legal Identity. Applications are
accepted until April 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [IOM].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Legal consultant to support the
implementation of Basel Convention compliance action
plans. Applications are accepted until April 28, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNEP].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Deputy Director of Programs to be based in Nigeria.
Applications are accepted until May 19, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Immigration Legal Assistant. Applications are
accepted until June 16, 2024. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Strategy & Operations Manager to be based in New
York, USA. Applications are accepted until October 14,
2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Governance and Systems Strengthening MEAL
Advisor to be based in Kenya. Applications are
accepted until July 29, 2024. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The World Bank is seeking a Senior Counsel to be
based in Washington, DC, United States. Applications
are accepted until May 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [World Bank].

The World Bank is seeking an Economist to be based
in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until May 1,
2024. More information is provided at [World Bank].

SOAS University of London is looking for a Lecturer
in Politics of Africa Migration. Applications are
accepted until July 15, 2024. More information is
provided at [SOAS].

SOAS University of London is looking for a Lecturer
in Politics & International Relations S.Asia .
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Applications are accepted until July 15, 2024. More
information is provided at [SOAS].

SOAS University of London is looking for a Lecturer
in Politics & International Relations E.Asia.
Applications are accepted until July 15, 2024. More
information is provided at [SOAS].

SOAS University of London is looking for a Lecturer
in Political Theory. Applications are accepted until July
15, 2024. More information is provided at [SOAS].

Cornell University is looking for a Lecturer of Law at
Cornell Law School. More information is provided at
[Cornell].

King's College London is looking for a Reader in
International Finance Law. Applications are accepted
until May 2, 2024. More information is provided at
[King's Colloge].

Georgetown University is looking for a Legal
Director to join the Georgetown University Law
Center. More information is provided at [Georgetown].

The University of York is announcing MSRC Doctoral
Fellowship: Democratic resistance and mobilising
civil society. Applications are accepted until April 30,
2024. More information is provided at [YORK].

The University of Luxembourg is looking for a
Postdoctoral researcher in Social Sciences.
Applications are accepted until May 15, 2024. More
information is provided at [Luxembourg].

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish
(bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas Diecke (fd), Florian
Gareis (fg), Jason Wang (jw), Jennifer Martinez (jm), Joseph
Black (jb), Lottie van Wijck (lvw), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten
Strantzen (ms), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nang Su Thiri Win
(nw), Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Theodore Griffin (tg), Tomwit
Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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