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The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Ukraine’s
Statehood Day, Latvia's Restoration of Independence
Day, Spain’s Dos de Mayo, the Marshall Islands’ and
Poland'’s Constitution Day and the Netherlands'
Liberation Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief



Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Nationwide crackdown on illegal
online content launched

(ms) The Chinese government has initiated a
widespread crackdown on illegal external links
circulating on various online platforms. The campaign,
announced by the Office of the Central Cyberspace
Affairs Commission, spans two months and aims to
eradicate links leading to pornographic, fraudulent,
and other illicit content, with a particular focus on
protecting minors.

The crackdown targets the proliferation of illegal links
across social networks, live-streaming platforms, and
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other online spaces. Utilizing artificial intelligence (Al)
technology, authorities are scanning user profiles,
comments sections, and other areas for the presence
of such links.

The main focus of the crackdown is onillicit activities,
such as using dating platforms for pornography and
gambling and aims to disrupt these operations and
protect users, especially minors, from exposure to
harmful content and schemes. [Global Times] [Xinhua]

China: Former information chief for Tibet
charged with corruption

(ms) Under President Xi Jinping's anti-corruption
campaign more high-ranking officials are facing
corruption related allegations and criminal
prosecution.

Dong Yunhu, Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal
People’s Congress until the start of the investigations
against him in mid-2023 faces bribery charges dating
back to 1999. The indictment alleges that Dong abused
his positions to obtain personal benefits. Besides his
time as leader of the legislative in Shanghai, Dong was
director of State Council Information Office and was
responsible for shaping China's narrative on Tibet and
human rights. [South China Morning Post 1] [Xinhua 1]

During his tenure as director, Dong played a pivotal
role in planning and disseminating Beijing's official
messaging on human rights and Tibetan affairs. In the
late 1990s and early 2000s, China's human rights
abuses in Tibet included restrictions on freedom of
speech and religion, cultural suppression, political
repression, economic marginalization of Tibetans, and
forced resettlement of Han Chinese migrants. Tibetan
activists, monks, and nuns advocating for autonomy or
criticizing Chinese policies faced harassment,
imprisonment, and torture. China's efforts aimed to
assimilate Tibetan into Han-Chinese culture and
maintain control over the region.

In a separate development, Yang Xiaoming, a former
chairman of China National Biotec Group, has been
dismissed from the national legislature over
allegations of "serious violations of discipline and law",
an often-used euphemism for corruption and will
probably face criminal prosecution. Yang played a
pivotal role in developing China's first approved Covid-
19 vaccine. [South China Morning Post 2]

In addition, Han Yong, a former senior political advisor
of northwest China's Shaanxi Province and, Cui Maohu,
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former director of the National Religious Affairs
Administration face allegations of taking bribes and
corruption. [Xinhua 2] [Xinhua 3]

China: Further incentives to include
civilians in growing anti-espionage efforts

(ms) In effect since April 15, the eastern Chinese
Jiangsu province has introduced regulations offering
cash rewards to postal and parcel workers who report
potential security threats. This initiative incentivizes
informants with cash rewards of up to USD 4,100 for
tips leading to criminal cases involving national
security.

The regulations mandate postal and parcel workers to
be vigilant in identifying suspicious parcels or materials
that could pose a threat to national security. This aligns
with broader national strategies aimed at encouraging
grassroots involvement in safeguarding the nation's
interests.

The Ministry of State Security has welcomed Jiangsu's
regulation via its WeChat account, hailing it as an
“innovative initiative”, “cracking down on the use of the
delivery service to endanger national security.” [South

China Morning Post]

In general, with the expansion of the Counter-
Espionage Law in April last year (see AiR No. 18,
May/2023, 1), the Chinese government is showing signs
of a stronger focus on national security against
perceived foreign threats. The involvement of the
Chinese civilian population in this endeavor represents
an important pillar, as can be seen in the praise for a
newly introduced initiative in Jiangsu by the Ministry of
State Security.

The greater involvement of the population was already
apparent last year, with various campaigns
encouraging civilians to report “any form of suspicious
behavior” to the security authorities (read more AR
No. 36, September/2023, 1).

Additionally, the launch of the initiative overlapped
with National Security Education Day in China, which
was held on the same day. The Chinese government
used promotional videos (see Ministry of National
Defense in Chinese) as well as reports on past alleged
espionage cases (see AR No. 17, April/2024, 4), among
other things, to show that foreign espionage poses a
fundamental risk to Chinese national security and that
“everyone is needed” to maintain it.
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The Chinese government's increased focus on national
security comes, on the one hand, in the wake of
ongoing economic tensions with the US and espionage
allegations against China in various countries,
including the US, Sweden and, most recently, the UK
and Germany, where two and three suspects
respectively have been arrested for espionage
activities on behalf of China (read more AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4). On the other hand, China and its
economy are facing persistent economic problems and
are heavily dependent on foreign investors, who,
however, are rethinking their presence in the country
in the course of growing counter-espionage efforts.

China: Revised law tightens anti-money
laundering measures

(ms) In a bid to further control the country's financial
sector, China is in the process of revising its Anti-
Money Laundering Law. The move comes amidst
escalating concerns over cryptocurrency-related risks
and the need for tighter regulatory measures to
combat illicit financial activities.

The proposed amendments, currently under review by
the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress, seek to broaden the scope of scrutiny to
encompass digital currencies, including
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, and non-financial
institutions. This expansion aims to plug potential
loopholes in the existing system, enhancing the safety
of China’s financial ecosystem under the scope of
national security.

According to Pan Gongsheng, governor of the People’s
Bank of China, the revision reflects the imperative to
adapt to evolving international demands while
bolstering the nation's anti-money laundering
framework.

The impending revision also comes in wake of the
upcoming fifth review by the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), which will scrutinize China's effectiveness
in combating financial crimes.

While China has made strides in bolstering compliance
mechanisms, challenges persist, particularly in
coordinating cross-border efforts to combat
transnational financial crimes. Collaboration with other
nations, particularly in Southeast Asia, remains pivotal
in curbing illegal financial activities that transcend
national borders. [China Daily] [South China Morning
Post] [Xinhua]
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The planned draft law comes in the wake of far-
reaching campaigns by the Chinese government to
strengthen oversight and ensure adherence to party
directives within the financial industry, amidst ongoing
economic struggles. As recently as mid-April, for
example, the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI), the country's top anti-corruption
agency, launched an investigation into the country's
top private but also state financial institution (see AIR
No. 16, April/2024, 3).

China: Stricter penalties for data fraud in
proposed revised statistics and
accounting laws

(ms) China's top legislative body, the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC), is
currently reviewing proposed amendments to laws
governing statistics and accounting. The revisions aim
to impose heavier penalties for falsifying data and
financial reports, reflecting Beijing's commitment to
combatting fraud and enhancing data accuracy.

The amendments come amidst concerns over
persistent challenges in statistical work, including data
fabrication and inadequate supervision. The National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), the state institution
responsible for all government data and statistics,
highlighted these issues, emphasizing the need for
stronger measures to address statistical crimes
effectively.

Key provisions of the proposed amendments include
the prohibitions against local authorities and statistical
agencies from soliciting or guiding the submission of
false data, public naming and discrediting of offenders,
increased fines of up to 10 times the illegal income for
entities found guilty of data fraud and up to USD
69,000 for entities refusing or delaying data
submissions and stricter enforcement of accounting
standards under the revised Accounting Law.

These amendments aim to enhance statistical
supervision and accountability, aligning with China's
efforts to improve the quality and reliability of
economic data. [China Daily] [The Financial Express]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Hong Kong Stock Exchange
experience strong rebound amidst
mainland initiative
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(ms) Hong Kong's stock market has witnessed a robust
resurgence last week, showcasing a remarkable
turnaround for Chinese equities, attributed in part to
regulatory measures introduced by the Chinese
government aimed at enhancing the city's financial
status. These measures, announced on April 19th,
include initiatives to facilitate Hong Kong listings by
leading Chinese companies and to expand the Stock
Connect cross-border investment scheme.

The China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC)
announced plans to broaden the investment link
between mainland China and Hong Kong,
incorporating real estate investment trusts (REITs) and
yuan-denominated stocks listed in Hong Kong.
Additionally, the CSRC aims to lower the bar for
exchange-traded funds (ETFs) under the Stock Connect
scheme.

The inclusion of yuan-denominated Chinese stocks in
the Connect scheme aligns with efforts to
internationalize the Chinese currency, while expanding
product sales under the Mutual Recognition of Fund
scheme further integrates the financial markets of
China and Hong Kong.

These regulatory initiatives reflect the Chinese
government's commitment to bolstering Hong Kong's
status as an international financial center. The
measures aim to enhance market liquidity, attract a
broader investor base, and promote coordinated
capital market developments between mainland China
and Hong Kong. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post
1]

In response to these regulatory reforms, Hong Kong's
stock market has experienced increased investor
optimism and trading activity. While short-term
challenges such as the current high-interest-rate
environment and capital outflows persist, analysts
remain cautiously optimistic about the long-term
outlook for Hong Kong's stock market. With valuations
relatively favorable and supportive policies in place,
Hong Kong is well-positioned to capitalize on future
opportunities and potentially regain its position as a
leading financial center in Asia. [Bloomberg] [Financial
Times] [South China Morning Post 2]

China: Major banks report shrinking
margins in first quarter

(ms) China's top five lenders experienced a decline in
net interest margins during the first quarter of 2024,
reflecting challenges in supporting cash-strapped
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sectors amidst weak loan demand. The Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China (ICBC), the Agricultural Bank
of China, the Bank of China, the China Construction
Bank Corp (CCB), and the Bank of Communications Co
Ltd (BoCom) all reported decreases in net interest
margins compared to the end of 2023.

ICBC, the largest lender in China, saw its quarterly
profit drop by 2.78 percent, marking its first decline in
over a year. Agriculture Bank also reported a 1.6
percent decrease in net income, its first quarterly
decline in more than a year. The narrowing of net
interest margins was consistent across the board, with
ICBC's net interest margins decreasing to 1.48 percent
from 1.61 percent, and the Agriculture Bank's to 1.44
percent from 1.6 percent compared to the end of
2023.

The decline in margins is attributed to various factors,
including government pressure to cut lending rates
and provide support to struggling sectors such as the
property market. Beijing's directives have intensified
pressure on banks, leading to record lows in margins.

While some banks managed slight increases in net
profit, the overall outlook remains subdued.
Bloomberg Intelligence forecasts a slowdown in bank
loan growth for 2024 due to soft demand from both
corporate and household segments. Additionally, the
continued slump in China's home sales and declining
home prices signal ongoing challenges for the property
sector, further complicating banks' efforts to bolster
profitability.

Analysts anticipate continued pressure on margins as
the government may push state banks to further
reduce lending rates. This could exacerbate challenges
for China's banking sector, particularly for smaller
banks operating in localized economies. [Bloomberg]
[Reuters]

China: Manufactory and service growth
slows down in April

(ms) China's economic indicators for April show a
slowdown in growth across both manufacturing and
services sectors, according to official surveys released
by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and private
analysts.

The NBS manufacturing purchasing managers' index
(PMI) dropped to 50.4 in April from 50.8 in March,
remaining above the 50-mark indicating expansion but
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at a slower pace. New export orders also grew more
slowly, while employment continued to decline.

In the services sector, the NBS non-manufacturing PMI
fell to 50.3 in April from 52.4 in March, indicating a
deceleration in growth, particularly in industries such
as catering, capital markets, and property.

The divergence between official NBS data and private
Caixin surveys underscores the nuanced nature of
China’s economic performance. While Caixin's PMI
showed faster manufacturing growth, both indexes
hovering near the 50-mark suggests a mild pace of
economic expansion, indicating ongoing challenges.

Persistent concerns include a prolonged property
downturn and escalating local government debt, which
have dampened consumer and investor confidence
despite support measures. External factors such as
tepid global demand and trade barriers exacerbate
China's economic outlook.

Despite surpassing market expectations with a robust
first-quarter GDP growth of 5.3 percent (see AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4), weaknesses in retail sales, industrial
profits, and property investment raise doubts about
the sustainability of growth. Analysts stress the need
for policies that prioritize supporting domestic demand
over supply-side measures to sustain economic
momentum. [Caixin Global] [National Bureau of
Statistics of China] [Reuters] [South China Morning
Post]

China: Tesla compliance leads to removal
of restrictions on cars

(ms/yq) During his unannounced visit to Beijing, Tesla
CEO Elon Musk held discussions with Chinese Premier
Li Qiang on April 28. Both sides agreed on local
authorities lifting restrictions on Tesla's China-made
vehicles. These restrictions were imposed due to
concerns over data security, particularly regarding
Tesla's ability to collect sensitive information.

The decision to remove these restrictions indicates
Tesla's compliance with China's stringent data security
requirements, a crucial step for its operations in the
country. While specific details about the restrictions
were not provided, it's evident that they had limited
Tesla's access and ability to collect data on certain
government-related properties in China, needed
among other things for its self-driving technology.
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One of the outcomes anticipated from Musk's visit is
the potential availability of Tesla's driver-assist
software, "Full Self Driving," in China. However,
challenges such as regulatory approvals and
operational logistics still need to be addressed before
the software can be rolled out domestically.

The timing of Musk's visit, coinciding with the first
major auto show in Beijing in four years, suggests the
strategic importance of Tesla's presence in China's
automotive market. Premier Li Qiang's involvement in
discussions with Musk further underscores the
significance of the decision to lift restrictions on Tesla's
vehicles. [CNBC] [Nikkei Asia] [The Guardian]

Tesla runs its largest manufacturing plant outside the
United States in Shanghai China, where almost half of
its vehicles are produced. Facing recent challenges
such as sluggish sales and workforce reductions,
Musk's visit to China underscores the significance of
Tesla's presence in the Chinese market.

China: New measures to ease travel and
business exchanges with Hong Kong,
Macao, and Taiwan introduced

(ms) China's National Immigration Administration (NIA)
has introduced on April 28 a series of measures to
simplify entry and exit procedures for individuals and
businesses, particularly between mainland China and
Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan. These measures,
scheduled to take effect on May 6, include online
passport renewal and travel document reissuance for
residents in designated pilot cities.

A significant aspect of the new policies is the extension
of the duration of stay for business purposes from
seven to 14 days for mainland residents traveling to
Hong Kong and Macao. Additionally, mainland
residents applying for multi-entry permits for business
reasons can now benefit from expedited processing
using smart equipment.

Specific provisions have been established for high-level
talent and certain key groups, including the issuance of
multi-entry permits with a validity of one to five years
for designated categories of talent traveling to Hong
Kong and Macao. These measures aim to facilitate
smoother business exchanges and closer ties between
mainland China and the two SARs.

The measures are also designed to enhance travel and
business exchanges with Taiwan, with residents aged
16 or above in 20 pilot cities being able to renew
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passports and travel documents online for visits to
Taiwan. [Global Times]

China: Investigative report exposes global
network of pro-Beijing news outlets

(ms) A investigative report titled “Paperwall”,
conducted by The Citizen Lab, an interdisciplinary
laboratory based at the University of Toronto, has
uncovered a complex network of over 100 out of China
run websites operating as local news outlets in 30
countries, disseminating pro-Beijing narratives.

The starting point for the operation were reports that
emerged late last year from an Italian newspaper and
the South Korean National Cyber Security Center,
which noticed 6 and 18 conspicuous alleged local news
outlets, all of which disseminated a disproportionate
number of reports with pro-Chinese content.

Citizen Lab investigated these reports and uncovered a
123 news-outlet network operating in over 30
countries in North/South America and Europe.

The actual place of origin of the newspapers is in China
and responsible for the orchestration of “PaperWall” is
according to the report the Chinese PR company
Shenzhen Haimaiyunxiang Media Co., Ltd., known as
Haimai. The exact connection between Haimai and the
Chinese Government is however not known.

The approach of the various “local outlets” is always
roughly the same, taking a variety of local news items
from areas such as lifestyle, sports, crime and politics
from actual news outlets and sharing them as a facet
of credibility. However, this selection of articles is then
further enriched with positive entries about China,
some of which are copied directly from Chinese state
broadcasters, as well as their own, reflecting the
narratives of the Chinese government.

The Citizen Lab, while noting that the fake outlets still
have quite low visitor numbers to date, nonetheless
highlights the potential danger posed by such fake
outlets. If implemented better, they could have a
significant impact on public opinion regarding China as
well as local issues and politics. [Radio Free Asia] [The
Citizen Lab]

China: Hong Kong vigil group’s national
security case trial will not start this year
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(ms) The national security trial of three former leaders
of the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic
Democratic Movements of China, mostly famous as the
organizers of the formerly annual Tiananmen vigils in
Hong Kong will not commence this year, as announced
by responsible Judge Alex Lee.

Chow Hang-tung, Albert Ho, and Lee Cheuk-yan, the
leaders of the alliance were charged over two years
ago under the national security law imposed by Beijing,
accused of inciting subversion of state power. Chow
and Lee have remained in custody since their arrest in
September 2021.

During a recent court hearing, Judge Lee stated that
the trial's postponement was due to the ongoing
process of selecting judges for the case. Additionally,
the court will address an application by Chow to
remove Judge Anna Lai from the case, citing concerns
about Lai's previous handling of related matters.

Furthermore, the court is expected to consider Chow's
application to allow overseas expert witnesses to
testify via video link. However, this matter remains
unresolved, pending a decision by the presiding
judges. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Landmark victory for transgender
rights achieved in Hong Kong

(ms) Hong Kong's transgender community achieved a
milestone victory through the arduous legal battle of
Henry Tse, a prominent activist who fought for seven
years to update the gender marker on his identity card,
with Tse's journey having broader implications for
transgender rights in the city.

The Court of Final Appeal's ruling in favor of Tse not
only invalidated the previous discriminatory policy but
also prompted the government to revise its
regulations. Under the new policy, individuals no
longer need to undergo full SRS to change their gender
marker. Instead, those who have undergone surgical
treatment for modifying sexual characteristics, have
lived as the opposite sex for at least two years, and
have gender dysphoria are eligible to apply for the
amendment.

Tse's triumph marks a significant step forward in the
recognition of transgender individuals' rights in Hong
Kong. His successful challenge against the requirement
for full Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS) to amend
gender markers on identity cards has paved the way
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for policy reforms that promote inclusivity and dignity
for transgender people. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Hong Kong Court rejects firing of
teacher over anti-police comments

(ms) In a ruling on April 29, a Hong Kong court sided
with a teacher who was dismissed over her online
comments about police in during the anti-government
protests in 2019. Toffee Tam won her case against the
Civil Service Bureau at the High Court. The Bureau had
accused her of publishing Facebook posts between
June and September 2019 that allegedly negatively
affected students and tarnished the government's
reputation.

The responsible Judge criticized the authorities for not
considering alternative forms of punishment and
deemed the dismissal "oppressive." Despite
acknowledging the seriousness of Tam's misconduct,
the judge questioned the severity of the punishment,
particularly considering her unblemished record prior
to the incident.

While rejecting the dismissal the judge also
disapproved of Tam's argument that her dismissal
infringed upon her freedom of expression, by
emphasizing the need for responsible expression,
especially for public servants. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: 28,000 messages received over
Hong Kong's anti-terrorism hotline since
2022

(ms) Since its inception in June 2022, Hong Kong's anti-
terrorism hotline has received over 28,000 messages,
according to figures provided by the police. These
messages, submitted by citizens, encompass concerns
related to suspected terrorism-related activities,
including possession of weapons and online content
that may incite violence.

Approximately 13 percent of the reports have
prompted further investigation by law enforcement
agencies. These investigations resulted in seizures of
smuggled firearms and explosives. Notably, the hotline
has seen active participation from various sectors, with
frontline workers in logistics proving instrumental in
reporting suspicious activities.
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Efforts to educate and engage the public have also
been emphasized by the Police force, with initiatives
such as the "Safe Community Hub" aimed at providing
citizens with resources to respond effectively to
potential threats.

However, challenges persist, particularly in assessing
the credibility and intent of online content. Law
enforcement stresses the need for thorough analysis
to evaluate the potential threat posed by digital
communications. [Global Times] [Hong Kong Free
Press] [South China Morning Post]

China: Shenzhou-18 mission successfully
docks with Tiangong space station

(ms) With the Shenzhou-18 mission, China has
successful docked yet another of its spacecraft at its
Tiangong space station. Launched from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center in the Gobi Desert on April 25
the mission marks China's seventh crewed journey to
Tiangong and its 13th human spaceflight overall.

The crew transition from Shenzhou-17 to Shenzhou-18
is expected to be completed by April 30, allowing
Shenzhou-18 occupants to assume control of the
station.

During their approximately six-month stay aboard
Tiangong, the Shenzhou-18 crew will conduct more
than 90 experiments, including studies in microgravity
physics, materials science, life sciences, and
technology development. Notably, the mission
includes an innovative experiment involving zebrafish,
aimed at establishing an aquatic ecosystem in space.

China's space ambitions extend beyond scientific
research. Officials from the China Manned Space
Engineering Office (CMSEO) have expressed interest in
hosting international astronauts and tourists aboard
Tiangong in the future. Additionally, China is actively
preparing for lunar exploration, with plans to land
Chinese astronauts on the moon by the end of the
decade.

The successful Shenzhou-18 mission reflects China's
growing capabilities in manned spaceflight and its
commitment to advancing space exploration. With
each mission, China solidifies its position as a key
player in the global space community and challenges
the historical predominant position of the US in space
exploration. [Global Times] [South China Morning Post]
[Space News]
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Japan: Ruling LDP loses 3 seats in House of
Representative by-elections

(sh) Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), led
by Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, has lost three seats in
the House of Representatives following the April 28 by-
elections. This includes the seat for Shimane
Prefecture, traditionally a stronghold of the party. The
electoral defeat is widely seen as a punishment for the
LDP which has been engulfed in a political funds
scandal since November last year (see AiR No. 48,
November/2023, 4).

The opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of
Japan (CDP), under the leadership of Kenta Izumi,
clinched all three seats, capitalizing on support from
voters disillusioned with the LDP. The by-elections
come at a time when the ruling LDP is under intense
scrutiny for financial improprieties within its factions,
further eroding public trust in the party.

The defeat in Shimane particularly weakens Kishida's
political standing, prompting speculation that LDP
members may move to depose him before the 2025
general election. Critics already label him a "lame
duck," suggesting waning support from the party's
conservative base. Analysts predict that attempts to
remove Kishida from power could complicate his bid
for re-election as LDP leader in September, especially if
he fails to regain political momentum in the aftermath
of a potential snap election. [Kyodo News 1] [Kyodo
News 2]

In a latest development, Kishida stated on April 30 that
he will not dissolve parliament, despite his party's
losses in the by-elections. Kishida cited the need to
focus on political funds reform and other pressing
issues, affirming no immediate plans for a snap
election. [Kyodo News 3]

Japan: Idea of reigning empress widely
supported

(sh) In a recent Kyodo News poll conducted in March
and April, 90 percent of respondents expressed
support for the idea of having a reigning empress in
Japan, highlighting concerns over the diminishing
number of male heirs to the throne.

The survey, conducted ahead of the fifth anniversary of
Emperor Naruhito's ascension to the throne, revealed
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a widespread desire among the Japanese population to
expand the right to rule to women, as current
succession rules only allow men from the paternal

line.

About 72 percent of the respondents also expressed a
"sense of crisis" regarding the stability of imperial
succession. Emperor Naruhito, having only a daughter
and three heirs including his brother, Crown Prince
Fumihito, 58, his nephew Prince Hisahito, 17, and his
uncle Prince Hitachi, 88, faces challenges in ensuring a
stable succession. The Imperial Household Agency's
efforts to improve public outreach, including
establishing a press relations office and launching
social media accounts, reflect the need for better
communication amid public scrutiny. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government to tighten weaponry
export control

(sh) The Japanese government is to bolster export
controls aimed at preventing goods and parts from
being utilized for military purposes. The measures
which the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
seeks to present to a council on export controls as
early as during the current fiscal year through March
31 include tightening regulations on third-party
transfers.

Currently, Japan categorizes countries into three
groups based on their export control status. This
classification includes those countries under U.N.
Security Council resolutions banning weapons exports
to them, nations with proper export controls, such as
the U.S., the U.K., and South Korea, and all others.

The proposed regulations aim to elevate the control
level for countries in the third group, to which China
and Russia belong, aligning them with nations like
North Korea and Iraqg. Tokyo plans to introduce
measures akin to those in the U.S. and Europe to
safeguard against sensitive technologies reaching
unintended recipients.

A further focus of regulations lies in preventing goods
from being diverted through intermediaries to
countries with military risks. Under these proposed
rules, if goods destined for a "safe" country are
deemed at risk of being redirected to a country where
they could be used as weapons, companies would
need formal approval from the Ministry of Economy,
Trade, and Industry (METI) for their export. These
proposed changes, expected to cover advanced
technologies like quantum computing, underscore
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Japan's commitment to curbing the misuse of exported
goods and technologies. [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Rules on foreign student
enroliment tightened

(sh) Japan tightened has tightened rules on managing
foreign student enrollments at educational institutions.
The move comes after Tokyo University of Social
Welfare was found to have lost contact with 1,610
foreign students over three years since 2019.

Under the new rules universities and vocational
schools are not allowed to accept foreign students
unless their enrollments are properly managed, aiming
to prevent inappropriate recruitment and illegal work.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Cabinet approves bill to regulate
smartphone app stores

(sh) On April 30, Japan's Cabinet approved a bill to
regulate smartphone app stores, aiming to open up
the market for third-party developers and challenge
the dominance of industry giants like Apple Inc. and
Google LLC.

The bill mandates that major smartphone operating
system providers allow the entry of third-party app
stores and payment systems to boost competition.
Failure to comply could result in penalties of up to 20
percent of domestic revenue, increasing to 30 percent
for continued violations.

The move aligns with similar legislation in the
European Union to regulate Big Tech firms that
entered into force in March. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Meta Platforms Inc. sued

(sh) On April 25, four Japanese have sued Meta
Platforms Inc.'s Japanese division over false investment
ads featuring fake celebrity endorsements on
Facebook and Instagram. The plaintiffs filed a lawsuit
with the Kobe District Court, alleging negligence on
Meta's part for failing to verify the ads' legitimacy. They
seek JPY 23 million (USD 147,000) in damages. This
lawsuit marks the first attempt to hold social media
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platforms accountable for damages caused by fake
ads.

Social media scams using unauthorized celebrity
names and images have become a widespread issue,
with victims losing approximately JPY 27.8 billion in
2023 alone, according to the National Police Agency.

While the government plans to address these crimes,
lawmakers suggest introducing legal restrictions.
Plaintiffs' lawyers are considering further lawsuits as
similar incidents continue to emerge. [Kyodo News]

Japan grants Russian asylum seeker
residence

(sh) A Russian man who sought asylum in Japan before
Russia's invasion of Ukraine has disclosed that
Japanese immigration in mid-March granted him a
special permission to stay, a one-year "designated
activities" visa allowing movement and employment
under conditions. The man had spoken against Putin's
government and was fearing imprisonment or
conscription if he returned.

It's unusual for a Russian to gain asylum in Japan;
however, Japan may consider Russia's crackdown on
dissent post-invasion. In the last five years, no Russians
received refugee status in Japan, with most recipients
from Asia, the Middle East, and Africa.

Notably, Japanese authorities recently granted long-
term visas to two Russian women opposing their
country's invasion of Ukraine, without requiring them
to return home first. They opted not to seek refugee
status.[Kyodo News]

Japan: SDF members rebuked for
mishandling state secrets

(sh) On April 26, the Japanese Self-Defense Forces
(SDF) have rebuked five members for mishandling
state secrets, marking the second such punishment
since the secrecy law's enforcement in 2014.

In one case, four Maritime SDF members, including a
captain, faced suspensions or pay cuts for assigning
unqualified personnel to record vessel movements.
The failure to verify eligibility led to the mishap.

In another other instance, a Ground SDF lieutenant
colonel received a six-day suspension for disclosing
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state secrets to 15 unauthorized personnel during a
drill in Hokkaido. The officer intended to boost morale
but breached protocol, highlighting the importance of
strict adherence to security protocols within the SDF.

The incidents, involving both ground and maritime
branches, did not result in leaks beyond the SDF.
Defense Minister Minoru Kihara emphasized the need
for rigorous preventive measures, especially amidst
efforts to enhance collaboration with allies. [Kyodo
News]

Mongolia: New Sovereign Wealth Fund
established to manage natural resource
profits

(fg) On April 19, the Great Khural of Mongolia ratified
the Law on the Sovereign Wealth Fund of Mongolia.

This implementation is based on a constitutional
amendment from 2019, according to which the use of
natural resources must be aligned with the country's
long-term development strategy. The profits from
natural resources are to be distributed fairly, the
population is to benefit from them, and some of them
are to be paid into a sovereign wealth fund.

The sovereign wealth fund comprises three
components: the Future Heritage Fund, the Savings
Fund, and the Development Fund. These funds are
allocated to vital sectors such as health, education, and
housing, as well as to major projects and programs in
Mongolia. The establishment of this fund aims to
ensure that the Mongolian people reap the benefits of
the country's abundant natural and mineral resources
[Montsame].

In recent years, Mongolia has grappled with corruption
scandals in the coal and copper mining and export
sector (see AR No. 5, January/2023, 5). In response, the
government has pledged to address the corruption
issue with urgency. [Montsame] [Asiatimes]

North Korea: More reconnaissance
satellites to be put into orbit this year

(dqgl) In a diplomatically muscular announcement on
April 27, North Korea’s National Aerospace Technology
Administration (NATA) reaffirmed the country's
commitment to launching more reconnaissance
satellites into orbit this year following the successful
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launch of the first spy satellite into orbit in November
(see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4).

The announcement further accused the U.S. of having
crossed “the red line in its hegemonic attempt to
deprive the independent sovereign states of their
rights to space development and militarize outer space
and turn such common wealth of humankind into a
war theater.”

It added that Washington has been creating “a big
space army over the Korean Peninsula and its
surrounding area with an ultimate goal to launch a
preemptive nuclear attack,” making it responsible for
escalating the possibility of an actual war breaking out
in the region. [KCNA 1]

In a separate move a day earlier, North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un conducted an inspection of the test-firing
of 240 mm multiple launch rockets manufactured by a
newly established defence industry unit, according to

the regime’s Koran Central News Agency (KCNA).

While KCNA abstained from disclosing further details
of the unit that produced the artillery, observers
assume that Pyongyang is currently ramping up
production of artillery amid US and South Korean
allegations that it is supplying Russia with weapons.
[KNCA 2] [Reuters]

South Korea: President Yoon meets
opposition leader after crushing defeat in
general elections

(dgl) On April 29 President Yoon Suk Yeol of the People
Power Party (PPP) and opposition leader Lee Jae-
myung of the Democratic Party held for their first-ever
talk since the former assume office two years ago.

Yoon had suggested the meeting after the crushing
defeat of this party in the April 10 general election in
which the DP secured the majority of seats in the
National Assembly (see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3). The
meeting was seen as a test of how much the two sides
are willing to cooperate on politics and government
affairs within the constraints of a divided government.

While Yoon and Lee agreed on the need for an
increase of the national medical college enroliment
quota (see article below), on the citizens' livelihoods as
“most important concern in political and policy terms,”
and the on frequent future meetings, the two leaders
merely confirmed existing differences on most other
issues, such as the livelihood relief payments,
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legislation for a probe of allegations of external
pressure in an investigation on the death of a Marine
during flood rescue efforts in 2023, and an
investigation of first lady Kim Keon-hee's alleged
involvement in a company's stock price manipulations.

The presidential office described the meeting as a “first
step toward communication and collaborative
governance with the opposition.” Lee, in contrast,
described the talk as “frustrating and disappointing.”
[Hankyoreh]

South Korea: Doctors' association leader
warns of “all-out war” against
government

(dqgl) In the ongoing between the government and
medical doctors over the former’s plan to increase the
number of enrollments at medical schools, that begun
in February (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3) and since
then has seen 90 percent of South Korea’'s 13,000
trainee doctors suspending their duties at general
hospitals, Lim Hyun-taek, the new chairman of South
Korea's doctors' association pledged on April 27 to
wage an all-out war of 140,000 doctors and medical
students against the government should medical
professors suffer any disadvantage who are
considering taking weekly breaks in support of the
ongoing trainee doctor strike.

Lim made this hawkish pledge although the
government had announced in an earlier move to
accept a compromise proposal submitted by six
universities which suggested to scale back the increase
by up to 50 percent for 32 universities. The
government's original plan calls for 2,000 more medical
school admissions starting in 2025 (see AR No. 17,
April/2024, 4). [Yonhap 1]

In a latest development, medical schools across the
country are believed to demand from the government
an increase of their admission slots by 1,500 to 1,600
next year, after most of them have completed their
academic plans for the year 2025. [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Investigation of election
commission employees demanded

(dqgl) The Board of Audit and Inspection (BAl), South
Korea's state audit agency, has requested the
prosecution to probe 27 former and current
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employees of the National Election Commission (NEC),
suspected of having actively participated in nepotism
and corruption.

The request was made after the BAI completed a year-
long inspection that was prompted by suspicion over
children of former and current senior NEC officials of
the election watchdog obtaining NEC jobs due to the
influence of their fathers. The agency disclosed that all
167 rounds of recruitment of experienced employees
conducted since 2013 were inspected and confirmed
about 800 violations of regulations. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court holds debate
on death penalty abolition

(fg) On April 23, the Constitutional Court heard a
debate on the abolition of the death penalty.
Constitutional court judges listened to arguments from
lawyers, ministry officials from the Ministry of Justice
and legal scholars. 37 prisoners sentenced to death
were represented by lawyers at this debate.

Even before the debate in the Constitutional Court, the
question of the future of the death penalty was already
being debated in political and social discourse (see AR
No. 11, March/2024, 2, AiR No. 13, March/2024, 4).

Proponents of abolition see the death penalty as
unconstitutional, disproportionate and point out that
the state should also be prohibited from carrying out
retribution. There is also doubt that the death penalty
actually deters serious crimes. Opponents, on the
other hand, cite polls showing popular support for the
death penalty. [Focus Taiwan 1]

In addition, there has also been public discussion as to
whether Taiwan top court should be authorized to
abolish the death penalty at all. Legal scholars and
Kuomintang MPs argued that such a decision should
be made by the legislature or by referendum. [Taipei
Times] [Focus Taiwan 2]

Three judges from the 15-member Constitutional
Court have already withdrawn from the proceedings.
However, the remaining 12 judges are expected to
issue a ruling in three months at the earliest.

Taiwan: President-elect Lai announces
key ministerial appointments for new
government
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(fg) At a press conference on April 25, President-elect
Lai Ching-te announced further important ministerial
posts for the future government.

Accordingly, the current Secretary General of the
National Security Council Wellington Koo will become
Minister of Defense. Lin Chia-lung, former mayor of the
city of Taichung, will become foreign minister. Chiu
Chiu was announced as head of the Mainland Affairs
Council (MAC). He was already deputy head of the MAC
in the past. Acting Foreign Minister Joseph Wu
becomes Secretary-General of the National Security
Council.

The appointments are seen by experts as a
continuation of President Tsai Ing-wen's foreign policy.
The fact that a (former) general was not appointed as
defense minister and Lai opted for the civilian Koo is
viewed positively by experts. It is said that on the one
hand this can be seen as a goodwill gesture towards
China, and on the other hand important defense policy
issues such as conscript policy reforms and army
restructuring plans should be dealt with by someone
without military experience. [Taipei Times]

Since the appointment of Cho Jung-tai as future Prime
Minister on April 10, most ministers have been
announced (see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3, AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4). [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Opposition rejects DPP’s proposal
to regulate visits to China

(fg) On April 23, members of parliament from the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) failed with an
amendment proposal to subject travel to China by
elected representatives to stricter controls.

The motion was not admitted for further consideration
by the opposition Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan
People's Party in the Legislative Yuan Procedure
Committee. The vote was 10:8 along party lines in
favor of repealing the bill.

The proposal sought to amend the articles of the "Act
Governing Relations Between the People of Taiwan
Area and the Mainland Area", whereby trips to China
would have to be confirmed in advance by national
security officials.

KMT deputies rejected this proposal, stating that
people, including deputies, are free to travel and that
behavior, not geography, is a matter of national
security. They also criticized the proposal for focusing
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too narrowly on China, saying there were no
restrictions on the US, Japan or South Korea.

The motion was proposed by DPP MPs because they
are concerned that China could use the KMT
representatives' visits to influence Taiwanese
legislation. [Taipei Times] [Taiwan News]

Recently, the visits to China by leading KMT members
have become more frequent. The visit by former
President Ma Ying-jeou, who met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping, was prominent (see AiR No. 16,
April/2024, 3).

On 22 April, DPP-MPs criticized Ma for proposing
relaxations to the Anti-Infiltration Act immediately after
his trip to China (see AiR. No. 17, April/2024, 4).

Several legislative proposals and amendments are
currently being discussed between the DPP and the
opposition regarding the relationship with China: the
DPP wants to tighten the laws and penalties against
treason and leaks (see AiR No. 15, April/2024, 2). Some
DPP MPs have proposed a mandatory oath for Chinese
spouses. The KMT, on the other hand, would like to
push for faster naturalization of Chinese spouses (see
AR No. 12, March/2024, 3).

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League wants
one-party rule, Jatiya Party chairman says
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(Im) GM Quader, chairman of Bangladesh’s main
parliamentary opposition party, Jatiya Party (Ershad),
has raised concerns about the ruling Awami League's
alleged efforts to establish a one-party rule in the
country. He emphasized that such a scenario could
have detrimental effects, potentially leading to the
erosion of political pluralism and the rise of extremism.
Quader went further to question the credibility of the
January 7 national election, suggesting that it was
marred by irregularities and government influence.
[The Daily Star]

During an extended meeting of his party held at the
Institution of Engineers in the capital, Quader criticized
the government for purportedly monopolizing political
space, leaving little room for other parties to operate
effectively. He claimed that the election process was
compromised in multiple ways: through selective
conduct of free and fair elections in certain
constituencies, manipulation of local administrations
by candidates using financial means, and government
interference to ensure favorable outcomes for specific
candidates, resulting in an unfavorable outcome for
Jatiya Party candidates.

Bangladesh: High Court establishes
committee to honor Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's resistance fighters

(ms) The High Court of Bangladesh has established a
four-member committee to identify and acknowledge
the individuals who protested between 1975 and 1979
in the wake of the assassination of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family members. The committee,
consisting of officials from various ministries, including
Liberation War Affairs, Home, Social Welfare, and
Finance, has been tasked with submitting its findings
by August 4.

The decision follows a petition highlighting the lack of
state recognition for the resistance fighters, the
responsible judges emphasizing the importance of
honoring these individuals' contributions to the
nation's history. The committee's mandate includes
identifying surviving resistance fighters and providing
them with necessary rehabilitation support. [The Daily
Star] [Views Bangladesh]

The individuals the initiative seeks to identify are the
members of two-armed resistance groups formed in
the wake of the assassination of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and most of his family. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman is father of the current Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and is known as Bangladesh's “Father of the
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Nation” for leading the independence movement
against West Pakistan and declaring Bangladesh's
independence in 1971. He is founder of the Awami
league and served as Bangladesh's first President and
later as Prime Minister.

After his assassination, the military government that
took over banned all forms of public gatherings, but
the members of the emerging resistance groups of the
Jatiya Mukti Bahini and the Jatiya Mujib Bahini rebelled
and engaged in armed resistance against the
government in loyalty to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

By recognizing the sacrifices of these individuals, the
Awami League could seek to strengthen its image as
the rightful successor to the legacy of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. This recognition could help reinforce the
party's envisioned image as the guardian of
Bangladesh's independence and democracy, thereby
strengthening its political capital and legitimacy.

Bangladesh: Three new supreme court
judges appointed

(tg) Three new judges were promoted from the high
courts to the supreme court. The total number within
the body now stands at eight. The new intake includes
one female judge, Kashefa Hussain.

The new appointments were conducted by
Bangladeshi president, Mohammed Shahabuddin,
invoking his constitutional powers. [Daily Star]
[Business Standard]

Bangladesh: Corrupt official let off with
temporary pay cut

(Im) A government assistant commissioner in
Bangladesh’s Bogura Sadar sub-district is facing a
reduction in salary for 12 months after being found
guilty of forgery. He was accused of using the user ID
of a retired official in land mutation cases. Despite the
proven misconduct, the punishment was deemed
lenient, with the official receiving the lowest salary in
his pay grade for a year. This decision has raised
concerns about the effectiveness of disciplinary
measures in deterring corruption within the
administration. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Government to enact law to
protect endowed properties

(Im) Bangladesh's government is in the process of
drafting a law to safeguard endowed properties
belonging to the Hindu community, according to Land
Minister Narayan Chandra Chanda. Speaking at an
event in Dinajpur, he disclosed that the law is currently
being formulated and aims to protect the assets of the
Hindu community. The event, attended by hundreds of
people, took place at the Kantajew temple in Kaharol
sub-district. Former lawmaker Manoranjan Shil Gopal
and Manosh Bhattayacharya, principal of Vibekananda
Mission in India's Shantiniketan, were among the
attendees. [The Daily Star]

Despite the majority of Bangladeshis being Muslim,
Hindus constitute around 8-10 percent of the
population, making them the largest religious minority
in the country. They are spread across Bangladesh,
with notable concentrations in regions bordering India
like Khulna, Barisal, Jessore, and Dinajpur. However,
like religious minorities elsewhere, Hindus in
Bangladesh encounter challenges such as
discrimination, social inequality, and sporadic incidents
of violence or persecution. Human rights organizations
have highlighted concerns regarding issues like land
disputes, property rights, and religious freedom.

Bangladesh: Record-breaking heatwave
hits country

(tg) The month of April has broken all previous records
as the hottest in Bangladesh’s history. This has had
severe implications on activity across the country, as
heatwaves are set to continue into the month of May.
Hospitals are reported to be overflowing with patients,
with a high number of heat stroke cases. Last week, all
schools, colleges, and madrasas were closed due to
the extreme heat. The Centre for Atmospheric
Pollution Studies (CAPS), based in Dhaka, attributes
much of this year's extreme heatwaves to climate
change and urbanization. [Dhaka Tribune] [Business
Standard]

Bangladesh: Top engineering school
students halt protests

(tg) A student protest broke out among the ranks of
the Chittagong University of Engineering and
Technology (Cuet), a top engineering school in the
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country. This was due to the ongoing request for safer
road access around the facilities. The death of two
students in a road accident when crossing the road led
to the full-scale eruption of protests throughout the
student body.

Protests have now ended, as protestors claim that the
authorities have assured students that initiatives will
be taken to make the surrounding road safer, as well
as provide compensation for the families of the two
students killed in an accident on the road. [Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Two KNF members killed
during military crackdown; Human Rights
concerns raised

(ms) In a military operation conducted in Bandarban's
Ruma Upazila, two members of the armed Kuki-Chin
National Front (KNF) were killed, according to the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR). The operation, carried
out by the army, resulted in the deaths of the armed
individuals in the remote Baklai Para area.

The operation followed reports from locals who
discovered two bodies with gunshot wounds,
prompting further investigation. The identities of the
deceased remain undisclosed.

This action was prompted by recent criminal activities
attributed to KNF, including the looting of a Sonali
Bank branch in Ruma Upazila and the subsequent
abduction of the bank's manager. These incidents have
led to joint efforts by the army, Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), and
police to address security concerns in the region. [BD
News 24]

However, the Human Rights Forum Bangladesh has
expressed concerns regarding potential civilian
persecution during these operations. The forum,
consisting of 20 human rights organizations,
emphasized the importance of avoiding harm to
innocent civilians during security operations targeting
KNF.

Allegations of harassment, arbitrary arrests, and
restrictions on movement and basic commodities have
been reported, causing anxiety among local
communities. The forum's statement condemned
KNF's criminal activities while urging authorities to
ensure the protection of civilians' rights during security
operations. As joint operations continue, balancing
security measures with human rights considerations
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remains crucial for maintaining peace and stability in
the area. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Trial in former local party
leader Tipu murder case to begins in May

(ms) After more than two years since the killing of the
former general secretary of Motijheel thana Awami
League, Jahidul Islam Tipu and college student Samia
Afran Jamal Prity, a Dhaka court is framing charges
against 33 individuals allegedly involved in the case.
Among those charged are nine members of the ruling
Awami League and its affiliated groups.

The responsible judge, on April 30, read out the
charges to the accused, of whom 26 pleaded not guilty.
Notably, seven accused individuals, including
prominent criminals Zeesan Ahmed alias Montu and
Jafar Ahmed Manik alias Freedom Manik, were absent
from the court proceedings and are reported to be in
hiding.

The incident, which occurred in March 2022, saw Tipu
being assassinated by unknown gunman, in addition to
Tipu also his driver and the student Samai Afran Prity
died in the crossfire.

The trial, which is supposed to start on May 21 is
expected to shed light on the events and motives
leading up to the killings and determine the culpability
of the accused parties. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Age limit for government
jobs to be extended to 35

(ms) The Ministry of Education has put forth a proposal
to extend the maximum age limit for government job
seekers from 30 to 35 years.

Education Minister Mohibul Hassan Chowdhury has
formally submitted the proposal to the Ministry of
Public Administration, aiming to address demands
from students and job seekers. The proposal aligns
with the Awami League's 2018 election manifesto,
which pledged to take pragmatic steps to increase the
age limit for government employment based on merit
and competence. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Alarming increase in cases of
child rape

(Im) Bangladesh is witnessing an alarming increase in
cases of child rape, particularly involving perpetrators
and victims below the age of 18. Data from Ain o
Shalish Kendra (ASK), a prominent human rights
organization based in Bangladesh, indicate that
around 50 children and teenagers were raped between
January and March this year, with instances of gang
rape and suicides reported. Experts attribute this rise
to factors such as the availability of pornography and
the misuse of technology. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Two garment workers raped,
male colleague beaten up

(Im) Two female readymade garment (RMG) workers
were allegedly raped, while their male colleague was
beaten up and held captive by a group of locals in
Bangladesh'’s Gazipur province. Police are investigating
the case and attempting to apprehend the accused.
[The Daily Star]

In separate developments, a 22-year-old man was sent
to jail for allegedly raping a 17-year-old hearing-
impaired girl. According to the case statement, he
lured the girl to his house and raped her. The victim
informed her family members about the incident upon
returning home. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Newspaper staffer found
dead

(Im) In Bangladesh, the body of a 36-year-old computer
operator at Daily Uttorpurbo, a local newspaper based
in Sylhet, was discovered more than five kilometers
away from his home, in the opposite direction of his
office. The man left the office around 8:30 p.m. for
home and had no known enmity with anyone,
according to his family. Police have sent the body for
autopsy and initiated an investigation, awaiting
autopsy results. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Seven injured in clash at
Jashore Central Jail

(Im) In Bangladesh, a clash between two rival groups of
inmates at Jashore Central Jail has left seven people
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injured, including two jail guards. Authorities have
identified seven or eight individuals involved and have
placed them in separate cells under special
surveillance. Disciplinary action will be taken against
those involved, following applicable laws. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Government pays half of
subsidy power ministry needs

(Im) To address an inadequate power supply during
the summer months, the Bangladeshi government has
disbursed USD 13.64 million in subsidy to the power
ministry, totaling USD 171.29 million for the fiscal year.
[The Daily Star]

However, challenges persist as the Bangladesh Power
Development Board (PDB) faces difficulties in
importing furnace oil due to a shortage of dollars.
Additionally, the country's liquid fuel-based power
plants cannot operate at full capacity due to fuel
shortages, resulting in ongoing load shedding. Load
shedding of 1,500 megawatts per day is being
enforced, especially in rural areas.

Against this backdrop, State Minister Nasrul Hamid will
meet with representatives of the Bangladesh
Independent Power Producers Association (BIPPA) to
address issues such as fuel procurement and arrear
bill payment. The government issued bonds worth USD
96.79 million to IPPs this fiscal year, and approximately
USD 2 billion is needed to clear dues and ensure
uninterrupted electricity supply, with part of the funds
allocated for clearing dues to Adani Power and
Chevron.

Bhutan: King appoints Royal Civil Service
Commission chair, commissioners

(Im) Bhutan's king has granted permission to appoint
the chairperson and commissioners of the Royal Civil
Service Commission (RCSC). The RCSC is an
independent constitutional body in Bhutan responsible
for overseeing the recruitment, promotion, and
management of civil servants within the civil service
system. [Kuensel]

Tashi Pem, director general of the Department of
Environment and Climate Change, has been appointed
as the chairperson. The four commissioners include
individuals from various backgrounds such as
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government administration, agriculture, and private
sector leadership. Their appointments come after the
completion of the five-year term of the previous
commission. According to the Constitution, the
appointments are made from a list of names
recommended jointly by key governmental figures.

Bhutan: 99.6 of children under the age of
one successfully vaccinated

(Im) Bhutan has achieved a vaccination rate of 99.6%
among children under one year old, protecting them
from deadly diseases like tuberculosis, measles, and
polio. Despite challenges in reaching all populations,
Bhutan's robust healthcare system and partnership
with UNICEF have been instrumental. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government aims for nearly USD
6 billion in FDI in next five years

(Im) The Bhutanese government aims to attract
approximately USD 6 billion in foreign direct
investment (FDI) over the next five years, a significant
increase from the previous target of around USD 1.2
billion outlined in the draft 13th Plan. However,
challenges such as a small market, high transportation
costs, and bureaucratic delays persist, hindering FDI
inflow. [Kuensel]

Despite past efforts, Bhutan has struggled to attract
substantial FDI, with the hotel sector leading in FDI
percentage. A revised FDI policy, focused on making
the investment environment more favorable, is in the
works and expected to be presented to the Cabinet
soon. Efforts include developing a dedicated web
portal for investors, streamlining business clearance
processes, and seeking membership in global
investment promotion agencies.

Bhutan: Businesses request loan deferral,
lower interest rates

(Im) In Bhutan, businesses are urging for loan
deferment extensions and reduced interest rates
amidst the impending end of blanket loan deferrals
this June. During a recent meeting of the Bhutan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) in
Thimphu, along with similar discussions in other
districts, executives underscored the economic
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hardships endured over the past three years. Their
proposals include extending the interest payment
period from five to ten years and deferring principal
payments, particularly for sectors like hospitality and
tourism. [Kuensel]

Earlier this month, the Royal Monetary Authority
announced a shift towards a more targeted approach,
allowing banks to individually assess clients' ability to
repay loans. This change comes amid worries that
continued blanket deferrals could artificially shield
lenders as the economy rebounds. Sectors like housing
and tourism are exhibiting signs of recovery, while
others, such as automobile dealers impacted by import
bans, may require customized solutions. [AIR No. 17,
April/2024, 4]

Against this backdrop, BCCl's President voiced
concerns about prolonged deferment negatively
impacting banks and suggested a two to three-year
deferment with incentives for loan repayments. The
Chamber plans to present recommendations to the
government soon, including proposals for a Private
Sector Act, regulatory process improvements, and
enhancements to the foreign direct investment policy.

India: Parliamentary election enters
second phase

(Im) On April 26, millions of Indians in 13 states and
federally-governed territories turned out to cast their
votes in the second phase of the seven-stage general
election, with all eyes fixed on politically crucial states
that will play a key role in the formation of the next
government. The turnout was substantial, with
approximately 60.96 percent of the 160 million eligible
voters participating. [Associated Press]

During the round, encompassing 88 constituencies,
more than 1,200 candidates were in the fray in this
phase, in which nearly 90 of the 543 seats in the Lok
Sabha, the lower house of Parliament, being contested.

This round is significant for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), as it includes regions traditionally favorable to
their party, such as Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharashtra states. Other high-stakes
states include southern Tamil Nadu, where the BJP
could not win even a single one of the 39 seats in 2019;
and the eastern state of West Bengal, the only Indian
state that has a woman as chief minister, Mamata
Banerjee. She is the head of the Trinamool Congress
Party (TMC), part of the INDIA opposition coalition. The
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party, though, has not agreed to any seat-sharing
arrangement with allies in the state in the current
elections. [Nikkei Asia]

Notable figures in this phase of voting include Rahul
Gandhi, the de facto leader of the main opposition
Indian National Congress (INC) party, contesting for the
second time from the Wayanad constituency in Kerala
after facing defeat in Amethi in the previous election.
Other prominent candidates include Shashi Tharoor
from the INC party, as well as Bollywood actress Hema
Malini and actor Arun Govil, known for portraying Lord
Ram in a popular TV adaptation of the Ramayana epic.

Nearly 970 million voters — more than 10 percent of
the world’s population — will elect 543 members to the
lower house of Parliament for five years during the
staggered election, which runs until June 1. The votes
will be counted on June 4. The turnout in the first
phase of polling on April 19 was estimated at around
62 percent of 166.3 million eligible voters.

India: Supreme Court hears plea of Delhi
Chief Minister Kejriwal challenging his
arrest

(fd/Im) India’s Supreme Court on April 30 for a second
day continued hearing Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's plea challenging his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in a money laundering
case linked to the city's liquor policy. [The Hindu]

Kejriwal, a prominent critic of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, was arrested on March 21 by ED. His legal
challenges against the arrest have been unsuccessful,
with the Delhi High Court recently dismissing his
petition, albeit not as a bail application, but contesting
his arrest under the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act [see AIR No. 15, April/2024, 2]. Currently, Kejriwal
remains in judicial custody at Tihar jail until May 7.

Against this backdrop, senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, representing Kejriwal, argues that the arrest
was illegal and that non-cooperation with the ED
shouldn't warrant incarceration. In contrast, the ED
contends in its affidavit that arresting "criminal”
politicians doesn't undermine free and fair elections.

Meanwhile, the Delhi High Court on April 29 said
continuing as Delhi Chief Minister even after his arrest
was Arvind Kejriwal's personal choice, but his
unavailability could not come in the way of the
provision of essential resources to schoolchildren.
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India: Home Minister Amit Shah files
complaint over doctored video; Telangana
chief minister summoned

(fd) India’'s Home Minister Amit Shah has filed a
complaint over a doctored video that circulated on
social media showing him advocating for the abolition
of reservation quotas for Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). Shah is part of the ruling Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which has stated that
Shah's original speech was about ending
unconstitutional reservation for Muslims. [NDTV]

In response, the BJP lodged a police complaint against
the Telangana Congress, alleging their involvement in
circulating the fabricated video. Consequently,
Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy and four
other Congress members received notices from the
Delhi Police for sharing the video on X (formerly
Twitter), with Reddy summoned for questioning on
May 1. [The Wire]

India: Petitioners seek probe from
Supreme Court into electoral bond
scheme

(fd) In India, the NGO Common Cause and the Centre for
Public Interest Litigation have filed a petition in the
Supreme Court urging for a special investigation team
(SIT) probe into the electoral bonds scheme. This
comes after the court deemed the scheme
"unconstitutional" in February and instructed the State
Bank of India and the Election Commission of India to
disclose all details related to the sale and purchase of
these bonds. [The Wire]

The petitioners highlight instances where electoral
bonds were seemingly exchanged for government
contracts, regulatory favors, and policy changes,
amounting to what they term as "the largest scam in
India." They also point out the involvement of loss-
making and shell companies in donating significant
sums to political parties, suggesting money laundering.
The petition emphasizes the need for scrutiny into the
actions of investigative agencies like the CBI,
Enforcement Directorate, and Income Tax Department,
suggesting their complicity in corruption.
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India: Election Commission seeks
responses to complaints against Prime
Minister Modi, Rahul Gandhi

(fd) India’s Election Commission has requested
responses from both the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the opposition Indian Nation Congress (INC)
regarding alleged violations of election regulations by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and INC leader Rahul
Gandhi. Complaints filed by the BJP accuse Gandhi and
the INC of making divisive speeches on religious, caste,
and linguistic matters, while the INC has accused Modi
of similar infractions. The Election Commission is
seeking explanations from BJP President J.P. Nadda
and Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge by April 29.
[Reuters]

This development follows accusations of "hate speech”
leveled against Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
by political opponents following remarks made during
an election rally, where he appeared to portray
Muslims as taking wealth from other Indians. Speaking
at a rally in the western state of Rajasthan, Modi
suggested that if the opposition INC were to come into
power, they would allocate resources to among “those
who have more children” and "infiltrators" at the
expense of other citizens - in a possible reference to
Muslims, whom he had spoken about just before. [AIR
No. 17, April/2024, 4]

India: RSS favors reservations ‘since
beginning’, leader says

(Im) The chief of a Hindu-nationalist widely considered
the ideological parent of India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), has reiterated the organization’s stance on
affirmative action policies in India, particularly those
pertaining to caste-based reservations, asserting their
enduring support for the system "since the beginning."
Speaking at a school event, Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) leader Mohan Bhagwat emphasized that
the Sangh Parivar, the family of Hindu nationalist
organizations affiliated with or inspired by the RSS, has
consistently advocated for reservations to continue as
long as necessary to address societal inequalities.
[mint]

The RSS chief's clarification arrives amid a backdrop of
heightened political discourse surrounding
reservations, particularly sparked by allegations made
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. Reddy
accused the BJP of harboring intentions to amend the
constitution by 2025 to align with RSS ideologies. He
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claimed that the BJP seeks to create a reservation-free
country, aligning with broader RSS objectives.

Reddy's comments were prompted by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's statement regarding reservations
in Telangana, wherein he indicated a shiftin
reservation policies. This has ignited further debate
and scrutiny regarding the BJP's stance on reservations
and its implications for marginalized communities.

India: Supreme Court rejects plea for 100
percent cross-verification of Electronic
Voting Machine votes

(fd) On April 28, the Supreme Court has rejected a plea
by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) to
cross-verify 100 percent of votes cast through the
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) with paper slips
generated by the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT). The two-judge bench consisting of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta based its rejection
of the plea on a discussion of the protocols and
technical aspects.

The court further stated that it did not want to
interfere with the Election Commission’s authority
which had called the plea 'vague and baseless' earlier.
The INDIA bloc had supported the plea and the call for
100 cross-verification to increase the public trust in the
system.

The Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) have been used
since the general elections in 2014 and to date for each
assembly seat five EVMs are checked randomly. On
May 21, 2019, the court had already rejected a similar
plea. [livelaw] [mint]

India: Army becoming self-reliant in
weapon production, army chief says

(Im) India’s Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General
Manoj Pande's has stated that the Indian Army is
transitioning from being a weapons buyer to a partner
in development and production with the Indian
industry. He emphasized the adoption of the concept
of "national champions" to bolster weapons suppliers
at a national and global scale. [Business Standard]

Despite being a significant arms importer, India is
investing in its defense industry, with around 340
indigenous arms producers securing contracts worth
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roughly USD 31.2 billion. The goal is to increase the
ratio of state-of-the-art weapon systems in the army's
inventory by 2030 while reducing obsolete systems.
Additionally, efforts are underway to indigenize the
development of niche technologies and enhance self-
reliance in weapon production.

The remarks come against the larger backdrop of
India, long reliant on Russian weaponry, is now
undergoing a significant shift in its defense
procurement strategy, moving away from its
traditional supplier towards diversification. This
change is prompted by a confluence of factors,
including concerns over the quality and reliability of
Russian equipment, the ongoing war in Ukraine,
Western sanctions against Russia, and India's ambition
to bolster its indigenous defense industry. [Palitico]

India: Remotely piloted IAF aircraft
crashes in Rajasthan state; no injuries
reported

(fd) An Indian Air Force (IAF) remotely piloted aircraft
crashed during a routine training sortie in western
Rajasthan state. No casualties or property damage
were reported. The IAF has initiated an investigation
into the incident. This comes after another IAF aircraft,
a Tejas, crashed last month in Jaisalmer during a
training sortie, with the pilot safely ejecting and no
injuries reported on the ground. [The Indian Express]

The Maldives: Newly elected parliament
members can switch parties ahead of
next assembly

(Im) The Maldives' Election Commission (EC) has
clarified that newly elected parliamentary members in
the Maldives have the option to switch political parties
before the next parliament assembly begins. This
statement addresses concerns regarding the status of
six independent members who recently joined the
ruling People's National Congress (PNC) party,
increasing the ruling party's seats in the upcoming
assembly to 72 out of 93 total seats. [The Sun]

In related but separate developments, the EC has
started releasing the final voting results of the
parliamentary election held on April 21, as mandated
by law within seven days of the voting day. [The Sun]
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Preliminary results, released earlier, showed President
Mohamed Muizzu's People's National Congress (PNC)
party leading with 66 seats, followed by the main
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) with 12
seats, and 11 seats for independent candidates. The
MDA secured two seats, while the Jumhoory Party and
the MNP each won one seat. Meanwhile, The
Democrats, founded by former president Mohamed
Nasheed after splitting with the MDP in 2023, lost all
seats the party contested while former president
Abdulla Yameen's new party, the People's National
Front, also lost all the seats it contested. [AIR No. 17,
April/2024, 4]

Meanwhile, the request of independent candidate
Ibrahim Abdul Rahman to recount the vote boxes in
Raa Atoll Dhuvaafaru has been dismissed by the EC.
Mohamed Ali, the PNC's candidate, won by a narrow
majority of four votes. In general, a total of 41 votes
from the Dhuvaafaru constituency have been
considered invalid. The lack of reasonable arguments
made the EC reject not only Rahman'’s request but also
the one issued among the South Thinadhoo
constituency. [The edition]

The Maldives: New jobs coincided with
election, no influence, PNC chairperson
says

(Im) Abdul Raheem Abdulla, Special Advisor to
President Muizzu and Chairperson of the ruling
People’s National Congress (PNC), has asserted that
the government did not influence the recent
parliamentary election despite new job appointments
coinciding with the campaigning period. He maintains
that these appointments were coincidental and not
aimed at gaining political advantage. [The Sun]

The Maldives: PCB vice-president under
investigation for campaigning for
President Muizzu’'s PNC

(Im) In the Maldives, Parliament's State-owned
Enterprises (SOE) Committee is investigating
allegations against Mohamed Firaz, vice president of
the Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB), for
campaigning for the ruling People's National Congress
(PNQ). The committee is concerned about Firaz's
alleged involvement with the PNC, as PCB presidents
and vice presidents are prohibited from joining
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political parties or engaging in political activities. [The
sun]

The Maldives: Suspension terminated for
MIFCO Chief

(aa) Ahmed Samah Rasheed resumes his work as Chief
Executive Officer of the Maldives Industrial Fisheries
Company (MIFCO) after a five-week suspension. With
the interim committee that overtook operational
affairs during this time dissolved, Rasheed holds again
responsibility but was instructed to exclusively operate
through the company’s board. The CEO was subjected
to an inquiry by the Privatization and Corporatization
Board (PCB) after they received a corporate
governance-related complaint. [The Sun]

The 12 main allegations of the leaked letter against
Ahmed Samah Rasheed include nepotism and misuse
of company resources for political purposes. Some
lawmakers have raised concerns regarding the
possibility that Samah's suspension might be related to
his efforts to combat corruption within MIFCO.
However, the State-owned Enterprises (SOE)
Committee explicitly stated that Samah'’s suspension
does not represent a fight against corruption.

Due to its significance to the local economy, MIFCO has
come under pressure in recent years. Criticism
concerns intransparency regarding the company’s
finances and price control for the market. Moreover,
political partisanship in connection with the
mismanagement of funds made fishermen question
the efficiency and fairness of MIFCO's operations. [AIR
No. 14, April/2024, 1]

The Maldives: Former managing director
of private gas supplier faces seven
charges of bribery

(Im) Abdulla Maumoon, former Managing Director of
private gas supplier Maldives Gas, is facing seven
bribery charges, prompting efforts by the Prosecutor
General's Office to extradite him back to the Maldives
for detention and trial. The charges stem from alleged
bribes deposited into Maumoon's and his associates'
accounts during his tenure. The PG Office has initiated
legal proceedings against Maumoon, who is currently
residing abroad. If he fails to attend trial, the PG Office
seeks an order to detain him, with plans to seek


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-pd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-pd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ph/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-pk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-pk/

Interpol's assistance for extradition if necessary. [the
edition]

The Maldives: Challenges caused by debt
are high, but nation will overcome them,
finance minister says

(Im) Maldivian Finance Minister Mohamed Shafeeq has
addressed the challenges posed by the country’s
financial situation, particularly the nation's debt and
the previous government's extravagant spending.
Despite facing significant hurdles, Shafeeq assured
that the government is committed to overcoming
these challenges while continuing economic
development projects. He emphasized the importance
of managing expenses efficiently, reducing waste, and
ensuring sustainable loans with low interest rates. [the
edition]

The government's priority lies in managing the state
budget effectively, especially in settling pending
payments to private companies and reducing the
overall debt burden. Shafeeq highlighted the need for
austerity measures, including reforming state-owned
enterprises and revising subsidy policies. He reassured
that despite the difficulties, the Maldivian economy can
navigate through these challenges without facing
bankruptcy, with a focus on reducing expenditure and
strengthening economic stability.

The Maldives: Ministry plans mandate for
juvenile offenders to serve in military or
police

(Im) The Maldivian Minister of Homeland Security and
Technology, Ali Thusan, announced plans to implement
a new policy requiring juvenile offenders undergoing
rehabilitation to serve in the Maldives Police Service or
Maldives National Defense Force once they turn 18. A
long-term care facility will be established on a separate
island to provide rehabilitation, education, and skills
development. Juveniles will stay there until 18, then
serve for five years in the military or police before
choosing their career path. Additionally, the
government aims to lower the criminal culpability age
to 12 due to the high number of juvenile offenders
under 15. [The Sun]
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The Maldives: Housing scheme results in
1,900 applications for change of plot
location

(aa) In the Maldives, the Housing Ministry has been
inundated with over 1,900 applications requesting a
change of land plots from Giraavarufalhu to
Gulhifalhu, two islands earmarked for housing
projects. The surge in applications stems from a
perceived disproportionality in plot allocation on
Giraavarufalhu under the previous administration's
“Binveriya” housing scheme. To address this issue, the
ministry initiated a round of applications for relocating
plots to Gulhifalhu, resulting in precisely 1,913
requests. However, since the number of applications
exceeds the available spaces on Gulhifalhu, a lottery
system will be implemented to determine successful
candidates. [The Sun]

Meanwhile, another housing scheme implemented
during the previous administration, the
Gedhoruveriyaa scheme, has come under scrutiny.
President Mohamed Muizzu formed an ad-hoc
committee, the Housing Committee, to investigate
alleged irregularities in flat allocations following
complaints and intervention by the Anti-Corruption
Commission. Recently, three new members, namely
Mohamed Mauroof Jameel, Fathmath Saeed, and
Aminath Shaira, have been appointed to the
Committee in response to these concerns. [AIR No. 15,
April/2024, 2]

The Maldives: Will fix issue of
undocumented migrants in three years,
home minister says

(Im) Maldivian Home Minister Ali Ihusan has outlined a
plan to resolve the issue of undocumented migrants
within three years. At a public forum, he stated that
the government aims to identify all migrants in the
Maldives within one year, especially unskilled laborers,
by taking fingerprints and matching them against work
permit records. Undocumented migrants will be
recorded and entered into the system, with plans for
regularization in the second phase. Those who fail to
comply will face deportation, with collaboration from
foreign embassies to facilitate the process. [The Sun]

Additionally, a project to establish an IT-dependent
system for migrant recruitment will be implemented
within a month to streamline management.
Collaboration with the police and local councils is also
planned.
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The Maldives: Health Ministry demands
action to stop spread of Chikungunya

(aa) The Maldivian Health Minister confirmed the rise
of viral disease cases of Chikungunya in the greater
Male area and demanded special measures to impede
the trend. 46 suffering from the mosquito-borne
disease have been reported by the Health Protection
Agency (HPA) in the capital, Male, alone. The Health
Ministry calls for special measures to destroy mosquito
breeding grounds while the HPA urges the public to
cover up, use mosquito repellants, and keep doors and
windows closed at dawn. [The Sun]

Nepal: New provincial cabinets slow to
take full shape

(Im) The formation of new provincial cabinets across
Nepal has encountered delays due to various
challenges, including court cases and disagreements
among ruling partners. Chief ministers are facing
difficulties in appointing ministers, hindering the
process of government formation. [The Kathmandu
Post]

In Lumbini Province, Chief Minister Mahara increased
the number of ministries to accommodate demands
from coalition partners, particularly the Unified
Socialist party. Despite claims that the decision wasn't
influenced by threats, it followed weeks of
negotiations.

Similar struggles are evident in other provinces. In
Sudurpaschim, Chief Minister Sodari faces challenges
in expanding his Cabinet, while in Karnali, prolonged
negotiations between leaders of the two main
communist parties, the Unified Marxist-Leninist and
the Maoist Centre, have delayed the process. Bagmati
Chief Minister Jamkattel and Koshi Chief Minister Karki
also encounter hurdles, including inter-party disputes
and changes in coalition dynamics.

In the case of Gandaki province, the Supreme Court
recently dismissed a writ petition challenging the
appointment of Khagaraj Adhikari as chief minister,
filed by former Chief Minister Surendraraj Pandey of
Nepali Congress. The court's decision paves the way
for Adhikari to expand the Cabinet and undergo the
mandatory trust vote within 30 days of appointment.
[The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: By-polls held in llam-2, Bajhang
districts

(Im) The recent by-elections in Nepal's Bajhang and
llam districts resulted in victories for the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), a
key member of the ruling coalition. Daman Bahadur
Bhandari secured the Bajhang seat in the
Sudurpaschim Assembly, narrowly defeating Nepali
Congress' Abhishek Bahadur Singh. Similarly, Suhang
Nembang of CPN-UML emerged victorious in llam,
defeating his closest rival, Dambar Bahadur Khadka of
the Nepali Congress. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Anjan Shakya sworn in as member
of upper House

(Im) Anjan Shakya, a former ambassador to Israel and
a former member of the National Planning
Commission, was sworn in as a member of Nepal's
upper House, the National Assembly, on April 28,
following her nomination by President Ramchandra
Paudel on April 18. Shakya, close to the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), emphasized
her commitment to elevating the dignity of the
National Assembly and serving the country with
honesty and loyalty. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: No immediate chance of
opposition Nepali Congress, ruling UML
partnering for poll reforms

(Im) There's currently no indication of immediate
cooperation between Nepal's main opposition party,
the Nepali Congress, and the Communist Party of Ne
pal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), the key party in the
ruling coalition government, to amend electoral laws,
despite speculation about such a move to address
political instability. While both parties acknowledge
issues with the current electoral system, they suggest
that constitutional amendments for electoral reform
won't happen immediately. [The Kathmandu Post]

Since the first constituent assembly election held in
2008, Nepal has been practicing First-Past-the-Post and
Proportional Representation (PR) election, a mixed
electoral system that gives no party a clear majority in
Parliament, resulting in a coalition government. As a
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result, Political leaders are using provincial
governments as a power-sharing platform. The change
in the power equation at the centre results in an
immediate change in the provincial governments. At
least 18 governments have formed in the seven
provinces since the election held in November 2022.

Nepal: Lower House lifts suspension on
Nepali Congress lawmaker Gurung

(Im) Nepal's lower House of parliament has the
suspension on Nepali Congress lawmaker Tek Bahadur
Gurung, allowing him to participate in parliamentary
proceedings. This decision comes following a Supreme
Court order revoking the suspension imposed by the
Parliament Secretariat due to Gurung's conviction on a
corruption charge. Gurung had been suspended since
December 2022 after the Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of Authority filed a case against
him regarding irregularities in leasing land to a
children’s amusement park. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court intervenes in Gaur
massacre case

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has intervened in the Gaur
massacre case of 2007, directing the Rautahat District
Police Office and the District Attorney’s Office to
provide written explanations for their failure to
investigate the incident. [The Kathmandu Post]

The Gaur massacre refers to an incident that occurred
on March 21, 2007, in Gaur, Rautahat district. During a
political rally organized by the then-Madheshi
Janadhikar Forum (MJF-N), clashes broke out between
members of the MJF-N and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist). The confrontation escalated into
violence, resulting in the deaths of 27 individuals
associated with the Maoist party and injuring over 100
others.

The incident was highly contentious and raised
concerns about political violence and instability in
Nepal, particularly in the context of the ongoing
transition from a monarchy to a federal democratic
republic. It also highlighted tensions between various
political factions representing different ethnic and
regional interests in the country.

Following the massacre, there were calls for
investigations and accountability for those responsible
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for the violence. The National Human Rights
Commission implicated more than 120 individuals,
including Upendra Yadav, who was a prominent leader
of the MJF-N at the time and now serves as chair of the
Janata Samajbadi Party. However, despite
recommendations for action, including investigations
and prosecutions, by the Commission, the government
did not take adequate steps to address the situation.

Nepal: Court scraps provision to publish
public procurement notices only through
e-medium

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has repealed a provision in
the Electronic Procurement System Directive, which
mandated the publication of procurement notices
solely through electronic means. The court ruled in
response to a challenge by the Advertising Association
of Nepal, stating that the provision contradicted
existing legal provisions, specifically the Public
Procurement Act. As a result, all public procurement
notices must now be published in national and
international newspapers, in accordance with the Act's
requirements. [The Kathmandu Post]

The decision comes after the government argued in
favor of electronic procurement for transparency and
accessibility, but the court sided with the advertising
association, highlighting concerns about internet
penetration and digital literacy in Nepal.

Nepal: Third Investment Summit
concludes; all major parties unite in
appealing to foreigners to invest

(Im) Nepal's third Investment Summit wrapped up with
a collective call from key political factions urging
foreign investors to bolster their commitments to the
nation. This event, serving as a showcase of Nepal's
investment allure, featured speeches from leaders
representing diverse political ideologies, all advocating
for increased foreign investment. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Pakistan: PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif
asked to reclaim party leadership amid
internal rifts
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(Im) A group within Pakistan’s ruling Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N), led by its Punjab President
Rana Sanaullah, is signaling a significant shift in its
leadership dynamics by pushing for party supremo
Nawaz Sharif's reinstatement as party president.
Consequently, reports suggest that Sharif will be
elected president of the party on May 11 in a meeting
of the party leadership. [The Express Tribune]
[Devidiscourse]

During what was termed as a PML-N Punjab meeting, a
resolution was passed unanimously, urging Nawaz
Sharif to reclaim the helm of the party. The
announcement of this resolution was made during a
press briefing convened at the party's central
secretariat, with key PML-N figures, including Rana
Sanaullah, Javed Latif, and Khurram Dastgir, present.

However, the announcement of the resolution has not
been without controversy. Several PML-N leaders
claimed to have been unaware of the meeting, casting
doubt on its legitimacy. Khawaja Mansha Ullah Butt, a
vice president in PML-N Punjab, expressed ignorance
about the gathering, suggesting that it may have been
a routine meeting rather than one specifically
convened to discuss the resolution.

Sharif, a three-time prime minister, relinquished his
position within the party following his disqualification
by the Supreme Court in 2017 for his alleged
corruption in cases related to the so-called Panama
Papers, which also led to his departure from the prime
minister’s office. Upon his return to Pakistan in
October 2023, following a four-year self-exile in
London, Sharif was cleared of the corruption charges,
reportedly with support from influential military
circles.

Initially poised for a potential fourth term as prime
minister, Sharif's party fell short of securing a clear
majority in the National Assembly during the February
8 general elections. Consequently, he allowed his
younger brother and current party president, Shehbaz
Sharif, who is perceived as being favored by the
military establishment, to lead a six-party coalition
government at the federal level.

Pakistan: Jailed former prime minister
Khan rules out deal with those who have
‘enslaved’ the country

(Im) Imran Khan, Pakistan's jailed former prime
minister, has declared his refusal to strike a deal with
those he believes have "enslaved" the country, stating
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he would rather serve nine more years in prison. [The
Week]

In a message for his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party's
28th Foundation Day, Khan criticized the imposition of
what he termed the "worst dictatorship," emphasizing
its detrimental impact on the economy, governance,
democracy, and judiciary. He urged citizens to take
action to prevent the country's descent into ruin,
asserting his unwavering commitment to freedom for
himself and the nation.

Pakistan: Balochistan provincial
government raises maximum age limit for
government jobs to 43

(nw) In Pakistan, the provincial government of
Balochistan plans to increase the maximum age limit
for applying to government jobs from 28 to 43 years in
order to address unemployment and increase public
service opportunities. Previous administrations had
temporarily raised the age limit to 35 and 38 years
before reverting to the original limit

Additionally, the provincial government removed a ban
on transfers and postings in government departments,
immediately altering positions including deputy
commissioners and assistant commissioners. It is also
stated that the ban on transfers and postings in
government departments has been lifted, allowing
ministers to appoint officials as they see fit. This signals
a return to normal government operations after the
post-election transition. [Dawn]

Pakistan: Government employees stage
strike at Karachi port

(Im) Government employees from major institutions
staged a strike at Karachi Port, causing a backlog in
import and export traffic as containers remained
uncleared. The strike, led by Pakistan Standard and
Quality Control officers and employees, reportedly
stemmed from grievances over withheld bonuses and
incentives. As a result, port activities came to a halt,
impacting the entire supply chain and raising concerns
among stakeholders and merchants. [Zee Business]

Pakistan: Army chief stresses economic
stability as key to national sovereignty
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(Im) Pakistan's army chief, General Asim Munir,
highlighted the vital link between economic stability
and national sovereignty at the Green Pakistan
Initiative conference. He warned against hindrances to
Pakistan's progress, stressing that economic stability is
essential for sovereignty in today's world, and affirmed
the military's commitment to supporting the
government's economic development endeavors.
[Arab News]

The Green Pakistan Initiative aims to combat climate
change impacts by improving forest cover and
enhancing resilience against environmental shocks.
The conference also reviewed the initiative's
achievements, including the establishment of model
farms and water management schemes to enhance
agricultural productivity.

Pakistan: 60 percent drop in solar panel
prices due to Chinese imports

(nw) Solar panel prices in Pakistan have plummeted by
over 60 percent recently due to bulk imports from
China, prompting increased consumer interest in
renewable energy to reduce electricity expenses. [Arab
News]

China's advantage in solar panel production, with costs
plummeting by 42 percent in the last year, has led to a
global market shift. Multiple European solar
manufacturers are closing factories due to price
pressure from Chinese imports, as Beijing dominates
80 percent of solar module production capacity due to
years of subsidies.

Pakistan, with ideal climatic conditions for solar power,
has been slow to adopt renewables, with only 5.4
percent of its power generation capacity coming from
renewables currently. However, the sharp decrease in
solar panel prices is expected to accelerate adoption.
Experts anticipate a substantial increase in solar panel
installations, with Pakistan expected to spend over
USD 3.5 billion on solar panel imports this year alone.

Pakistan: Gunmen kill two laborers from
Punjab province in country’s southwest

(Im) Unidentified gunmen in Pakistan’s Balochistan
have killed two laborers from Punjab province.
Although no group immediately claimed responsibility,
Baloch separatists have previously targeted individuals
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from other provinces. The victims were residents of
Punjab and were shot dead on the spot. [Arab News]

This attack follows a recent abduction and killing of
nine passengers from Punjab by armed men in
Balochistan.

Sri Lanka: SLPP initiates disciplinary
inquiry against justice minister for
assuming SLFP acting chairmanship

(aa) The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party,
the single-largest party in Sri Lanka’s Parliament and
core member of the ruling coalition, has initiated a
disciplinary inquiry into Justice Minister Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe's decision to accept the role of acting
chairman in another party, the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP). The inquiry aims to determine if
Wijeyadasa became a member of the SLFP solely to
hold the position of acting chairman. If found to be
true, this would violate SLPP constitutional provisions,
leading to Wijeyadasa losing his parliamentary and
cabinet positions. [The Island]

This development follows Rajapakshe's statement on
April 15, where he revealed that numerous groups had
urged him to contemplate entering the presidential
race slated for sometime between September and
October this year. While President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, under whose cabinet Rajapakshe
serves as a crucial member, has not formally declared
his candidacy, Wickremesinghe's United National Party
(UNP) asserts his clear intention to participate in the
elections.

Of note, the SLFP, which controls 12 seats in the 225-
member Parliament, is currently embroiled in a conflict
between two factions, with tensions rising over the
appointment of Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe as chairman by
a group led by former President Maithripala Sirisena.
This move has sparked disagreements with the faction
led by former party leader Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga. In response, the Kumaratunga camp
has appointed SLFP Senior Vice President Nimal
Siripala de Silva as chairman, a decision contested by
other party members. The Elections Commission of Sri
Lanka (ECSL) has refrained from intervention, deferring
the matter to the courts to resolve the internal crisis.
[Daily FT]
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Sri Lanka: Electricity Bill introduced to
Parliament

(aa) Following its publication in the government
gazette, the "Sri Lanka Electricity Bill" was formally
introduced to parliament, outlining reforms for the
electricity sector. Key provisions include the
establishment of the National Electricity Advisory
Council and the Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Lanka (PUCSL) to regulate the industry. If passed, the
bill will revoke the Ceylon Electricity Board Act of 1969
and the Sri Lanka Electricity Act of 2009. [Adaderana]

Despite claims that industry stakeholder’s
amendments have been taken into consideration,
trade unions of the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB)
announced legal actions against the proposed act.
Unionists accuse the new legislation of breaking up the
CEB to sell parts of it to foreign companies. Several
protest actions were already held upon the
presentation of the draft law on April 25.

As a state-owned enterprise, the CEB has some
relevance for the International Monetary Fund
program. Reforms of state-owned companies have
been cited among other conditions for the successful
completion of the debt restructuring process and the
Extended Fund Facility (EEF) arrangement. To align with
the demands for more efficiency, transparency, and
accountability, the Electricity Bill involves the private
sector in the generation, transmission, distribution,
trade, supply, and procurement of electricity,
unbundling CEB services into separate entities.
[economynext]

Sri Lanka: Open Skies Policy under
consideration

(aa) Sri Lanka's government is facing a decision
regarding the adoption of an open skies policy amidst
plans to divest shares of the national carrier, SriLankan
Airlines. Once adopted, this policy would make
national airports more accessible to foreign airlines,
hence liberalizing air passenger services and increasing
the tourist flow. As it would undermine the significance
of the national career, the final decision on the policy
by the government asks for thorough elaboration.
[Daily Mirror]

In 2022, the national airline’s poor economic
performance led to the first privatization calls amidst
the country’s overall economic crisis. Consequently,
the government issued an ‘Investment Opportunity
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Teaser' to attract potential shareholders. A special
committee is currently considering the Requests for
Qualification (RfQ) of six investors interested in the
acquisition of shares in ‘SriLankan Airlines’. [Ministry of
Finance]

Sri Lanka: Government concerned over
project implementation at snail’s pace

(Im) The Sri Lankan government has expressed
concern over the slow pace of project implementation,
particularly ahead of the presidential election. Each
divisional secretariat area has been allocated USD
340,000 for development projects, with instructions for
ruling party MPs to expedite their implementation. The
allocated funds aim to support projects like access
road and irrigation canal construction. These projects
are initiated based on proposals from village
development committees, with final approval from
divisional and district coordinating committees led by
ruling party MPs. [Daily Mirror]

The funds, totaling USD 34 million, are part of the
government's ambitious rural development project
'Kandukara Dashakaya 2024-2033,' announced in the
2024 budget.

Sri Lanka: State revenue surges by 6
percent in first quarter of 2024

(Im) In Sri Lanka, state revenue reached approximately
USD 2.83 in the first quarter of 2024, surpassing
projections and showing a 6 percent growth. Of note,
recurring expenses saw a significant increase, with a
notable surge in loan interest repayment and capital
expenditure. Welfare expenditure also increased,
reflecting evolving financial demands. [Newsfirst]
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Cambodia: CPP's ‘Isolate and Finish’ policy
thawing support for opposition figures

(Ivw) Several high-profile figures, including former
lawmakers, have recently distanced themselves from
Sam Rainsy, the former opposition leader who is now
the interim leader of the Cambodia National Rescue
Party (CNRP) living in self-imposed exile, signaling a
shift in allegiance and influence.

Among them is senior opposition leader Chea Poch of
the Candlelight Party who announced that he severed
all ties with Rainsy and sought forgiveness in a letter to
former Prime Minister and current President of the
Senate Hun Sen, in an attempt to return from exile. In
response, Hun Sen has agreed to drop the lawsuit
against Poch, posting on April 26 his acceptance of
Posch's apology.

In a second case, Kong Saphea, a former lawmaker for
Svay Rieng province, widely seen as very close to
Rainsy until recently, also sought clemency from Hun
Sen and his son, Prime Minister Hun Manet, requesting
the latter to submit a request for a pardon from King
Norodom Sihamoni.

In light of this, analysts have observed the
effectiveness of former Prime Minister Hun Sen's
"Isolate and Finish" strategy in weakening Rainsy's
influence in Cambodian politics after Cambodia’s
supreme court ruled to dissolve the then main
opposition CNRP in 2017.

From his position in exile, Rainsy is still vocal as a
political figure, recently opposing the China-funded
Funan Techo Canal project that connects the Phnom
Penh Autonomous Port with Kep and the Gulf of
Thailand, on environmental grounds; Hun Manet shut
down Rainsy's criticism, calling him a ‘foolish man’ who
couldn’'t see what was good for the Cambodian people.
Hun Sen has also been critical of Rainsy in this matter,
rejecting his ‘baseless accusations’ about the Funan
Techo project as damaging national interest and as



grounds for setting out a policy to get rid of traitors.
[Camboja News], [Khmer Times], [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Latest arrest of Candlelight
Party member in run up to council vote

(Ivw) A Candlelight Party official was detained and sent
for police questioning in Kampong Cham province. This
marks the latest in a string of arrests of opposition

party activists ahead of next month’s council elections.

Kong Thareth, the second deputy chief of Veal Vong
commune and deputy chairman of the Candlelight
Party's executive committee in Kampong Cham, was
arrested at his home by seven plainclothes police. The
reason for his arrest remains unclear.

Since January of this year, 12 Candlelight Party activists
have been arrested across the country, some on
charges of fraud and incitement. Such arrests, threats
and legal action are seen as part of a broader pattern
of political suppression by the ruling Cambodian
People’s Party. [Free Radio Asia]

Changing landscape of foreign direct
investment FDI in Cambodia

(Ivw) According to a recent assessment of FDI
Intelligence, a bi-monthly news and foreign direct
investment (FDI) publication owned bei Nikkei Inc.,
indicates that Cambodia, despite its status as one of
the poorest countries in Southeast Asia, has
experienced steady GDP growth and Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in recent years.

The transition to a new administration under Prime
Minister Hun Manet last year has brought about
changes in the country's FDI landscape. Manet has
been active in engaging with foreign stakeholders and
promoting the country abroad, including trips to
France, Japan, Australia, and China this year.

The new administration inherits an economic
landscape where FDI inflows have been rising over the
past decade, particularly in the garment and
electronics industries. Building on this momentum, the
new government introduced its ‘Pentagonal Strategy’ in
August 2023, a long-term socio-economic strategy
aimed at enhancing the investment climate over the
next 25 years.
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Furthermore, the government has shown a willingness
to address issues such as LGBT+ rights and improve
access to education, partly in response to criticisms
from the EU regarding human rights violations after
they rescinded preferential export tax in August 2020,
citing “the need for Cambodia to respect human rights
and labor rights". The country’s high energy costs and
infrastructure and logistical deficiencies remain
roadblocks for prospective investors. [FDI Intelligence]

Cambodia: Government pushes for
‘Professional Journalism Charter’

(Ivw) The Ministry of Information in Cambodia has
emphasized the necessity of a unified code of ethics
and standardized framework in the country’'s
journalism and media sector. Designed to uphold
accuracy and social integrity and professionalism,
Information Minister Neth Pheaktra chaired a recent
workshop aimed at laying the groundwork for a
Cambodia-specific "Professional Journalism Charter".

The charter aims to establish national ethical
standards by condemning the dissemination of
inappropriate content that may undermine religious,
cultural, and social values. The proposed charter will
set essential rules and minimum standards for
journalistic ethics, ensuring alignment with the
Kingdom'’s relevant laws and regulations. Once
established, it will serve as a foundation for various
stakeholders to develop their own code of conduct.

However, critics are concerned of the potential misuse
of such a charter, which may be used to control
information and narratives, standardizing practices of
reporting in line with political narratives. Nop Vy,
executive director of the Cambodian Journalists
Alliance has voiced concerns regarding the proposed
charter, highlighting that while it may improve
professional ethics, it may also hamper the degree of
protection, power, duty, and freedom afforded to
journalists.

Vy's concerns come as the Cambodian government is
accused of an ongoing crackdown on dissenting voices,
particularly those critical of the government’'s human
rights violations. This crackdown on media and press
freedoms has included the closure of independent
media channels, high levels of censorship, targeting
and suppression of journalists, and Hun Sen ordering
the closure of ‘Voice of Democracy’ in 2023.

Further, Reporters without Borders, an NGO and
media freedom watchdog acknowledges Cambodia’s
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ongoing “war against independent journalism” and
gives the country a 147/180 score of media freedom,
as of 2023 data. [Cambodianess], [Phnom Penh Post]
[Reporters without Borders]

Cambodia: 20 soldiers killed in Kampong
Speu training explosion

(Ivw) On April 27 an explosion occurred at the 3rd
military command training base in Kampong Speu
province. The blast demolished four buildings, killed 20
soldiers and injured several more, who are now
receiving medical treatment.

An investigation probe has been ordered to determine
the cause of the explosion, which occurred when a
truck carrying munitions exploded. [Al Jazeera] [Khmer
Times], [WION]

Indonesia: Constitutional Court clears
Prabowo's path to presidency

(jb) Indonesia’s Constitutional Court has dismissed
legal challenges against Prabowo Subianto, clearing
the way for him to become the country's next
president. The court rejected petitions from
presidential contenders Anies Baswedan and Ganjar
Pranowo, stating they lacked strong legal basis. This
final and binding decision concludes all avenues to
challenge the election results.

The ruling ends weeks of political uncertainty and
confirms Defense Minister Prabowo’s position to
succeed President Joko Widodo, popularly known as
Jokowi, in October. This year's election was marked by
controversy over Jokowi's alleged attempts to retain
influence by backing his son, Gibran Rakabuming Raka,
as Prabowo’s running mate and vice president-elect.

Anies and Ganjar had claimed election fraud and
sought a repeat of the election with Prabowo or
Gibran, or both, disqualified. They also alleged
government interference to secure Prabowo's victory,
accusations both Prabowo and Jokowi's
representatives denied.

With the legal challenges resolved, Prabowo can now
focus on policy initiatives and forming alliances before
his inauguration on 20 October 2024. [Yahoo! News]
[Bangkok Post]
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Indonesia: President no longer PDIP
member after supporting opposition

(jb) Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and his
eldest son, Gibran Rakabuming Raka, are no longer
members of the ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of
Struggle (PDIP) due to their support for opposition
candidate Prabowo Subianto in this year's presidential
election. Jokowi, who won two presidential terms with
PDIP, was seen backing Prabowo and Gibran, his son,
over the PDIP's nominee.

PDIP official Komarudin Watubun confirmed their
departure, stating, "They are no longer members
because they decided to be on the opposing side."
While Jokowi never formally endorsed any candidate,
his support for the Prabowo-Gibran ticket was widely
believed.

Jokowi and Gibran's departure signifies a rift with PDIP
founder and former President Megawati Sukarnoputri.
The strained relationship reportedly emerged from
differences over the 2024 presidential nominee and
speculations of Jokowi's political dynasty aspirations.

Prabowo won the February election with 58.61 percent
of the vote, ending his two previous unsuccessful
presidential bids. [Benar News] [The Diplomat]

Indonesia: President Jokowi highlights
urgent need for specialist doctors in
Indonesia

(jb) President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo emphasized
Indonesia’s urgent need for specialist doctors,
highlighting the country's low ratio of specialists to its
population. Speaking at the National Health Congress
in Tangerang, Jokowi revealed that Indonesia ranks
147th globally, with a doctor ratio of just 0.47 per 1,000
people.

To address this issue, the government has amended
the health law to simplify procedures for doctors to
attain post-graduate training and become specialists.
The revised law encourages more local universities to
open medical schools and allows government-
appointed hospitals to issue specialty certifications in
the post-graduate training they host.

Previously, only medical schools in universities could
confer the title of specialist. Health Minister Budi
Gunadi Sadikin attributed the shortage of specialist
doctors to the limited number of advanced programs
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in medical schools, noting that only 20 out of 92
medical schools offer specialist programs.

The health law revisions, however, faced protests from
various medical associations last year due to some
contentious new articles. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Dual citizenship to attract
skilled overseas workers under
consideration

(jb) Indonesia is considering offering dual citizenship to
individuals of Indonesian descent as a strategy to
attract skilled workers to the country, announced
Luhut Pandjaitan, the Coordinating Minister for
Maritime Affairs and Investment, on April 30.

Currently, Indonesian law does not recognize dual
citizenship for adults, requiring individuals with two
passports to choose one upon turning 18. However,
Pandjaitan revealed plans to grant dual citizenship to
former Indonesian citizens residing abroad, although
specifics were not provided.

The initiative aims to encourage skilled Indonesians
abroad to return home, boosting the country's
workforce. This announcement coincided with
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella's commitment of a USD
1.7 billion investment in Indonesia.

Indonesia has seen a significant number of citizens
acquiring foreign citizenship in recent years, with
nearly 4,000 Indonesians becoming Singaporean
citizens between 2019 and 2022.

The Directorate General of Immigration has not yet
responded to inquiries regarding the proposed dual
citizenship policy. [Reuters] [Bloomburg]

Indonesia: Central Bank unexpectedly
raises interest rates to seven-year high

(jb) Bank Indonesia, Indonesia’s central bank,
unexpectedly raised interest rates to a seven-year high
on April 24 in a bid to strengthen the rupiah, which has
been weakening against the US dollar. Economists had
anticipated the seven-day reverse repurchase rate to
remain at six percent, but it was increased by 25 basis
points to 6.25 percent, a level last seen in 2016. Bank
Indonesia also raised its two other main rates by 25
basis points.
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Bank Indonesia governor Perry Warjiyo stated that the
rate hike aims to stabilize the rupiah’s exchange rate
amidst increasing global risks. The move comes as part
of the bank’s efforts to combat soaring inflation,
exacerbated by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which has
led to rising worldwide energy and food prices, supply
chain disruptions, and pandemic-related economic
challenges. [Barron's] [Reuters] [Bloomberg] [Central
Banking] [Wall Street Journal]

Indonesia: Digital economy development
to be accelerated

(jb) The Indonesian government is intensifying efforts
to fast-track the digital economy as a key driver of
national transformation. Airlangga Hartarto, the
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs, recently
addressed the "High-Level Thematic Roundtable on
Digital Innovations for Achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)" on April 23. This was part
of the 80th session of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

Hartarto emphasized the focus on digitalizing priority
economic sectors, with special attention to
empowering MSMEs and technology startups,
alongside bolstering cybersecurity. To fortify the digital
ecosystem, Indonesia is committed to extensive
research and development and technological
innovation. A "White Paper on Digital Economic
Development 2030" has been launched, which involves
various stakeholders in setting the direction for
Indonesia’s digital future. Furthermore, partnerships
have been established with relevant authorities to
enhance financial inclusion and access to financial
services for all.

The government is also refining regulations and
policies to ensure a robust and equitable digital
economy, fortified by consumer protection and
national security measures. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Microsoft's USD 1.7 billion
investment to fuel Al and cloud
infrastructure

(jb) In a landmark move, Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella
announced a staggering USD 1.7 billion investment
over four years in Indonesia's cloud and artificial
intelligence (Al) infrastructure, marking the tech giant's
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largest commitment to the country in its 29-year
history.

Nadella, on a Southeast Asia tour, highlighted the
transformative potential of Al in reshaping economies,
with Indonesia poised to benefit significantly. The
investment encompasses digital infrastructure
development, skill-building initiatives, and developer
support, aiming to propel Indonesia into the forefront
of the Al era.

With Southeast Asia identified as a burgeoning market,
Microsoft eyes Al product innovation and sees
Indonesia as pivotal in this vision. The investment
aligns with Indonesia's digitalization drive under
President Joko Widodo's Golden Indonesia 2045 Vision,
aiming to elevate the nation into a global economic
powerhouse.

Nadella's visit included discussions with Widodo, who
proposed establishing an Al research center and a
Microsoft data center in Indonesia, signaling a
deepening collaboration between the tech giant and
the nation's digital transformation agenda. [AP_ News]
[Nikkei Asia]

Indonesia: Government to establish
human rights protection task forces in
workplace

(jb) Responding to the pressing need to safeguard
human rights in the workplace, the Law and Human
Rights Ministry has announced plans to set up
national- and regional-level task forces across
Indonesia. This initiative stems from Presidential
Regulation Number 60 of 2023, aimed at fortifying
national strategies concerning business and human
rights.

Director of Human Rights Cooperation at the ministry,
Harniati, disclosed that the national task force, chaired
by the Minister of Law and Human Rights, will
collaborate with relevant ministries and agencies. Its
primary objective is to enforce laws within business
settings, ensuring accountability and compliance.

Furthermore, regional-level task forces, overseen by
provincial governors, will involve regional offices and
NGOs to address local concerns comprehensively.

Harniati emphasized the synchronization between
national and regional efforts to bridge policy gaps and
provide holistic human rights protection for workers
and communities alike. [Antara News]
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Indonesia: Indigenous rights advocates
initiate legal challenge against
government

(jb) Indigenous rights advocates in Indonesia have
initiated a legal challenge against the government for
its failure to pass a long-pending bill on Indigenous
rights. The lawsuit aims to push Indonesia’s parliament
to expedite the bill, which has been stalled for over a
decade.

The Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of the Archipelago
(AMAN), the country's largest Indigenous rights
advocacy group, filed the suit, highlighting the need for
legal certainty in recognizing and protecting
Indigenous communities facing threats,
criminalization, and land confiscation.

Despite successive governments pledging to address
the issue, the draft Indigenous rights bill, known as
RUU Masyarakat Adat, has remained in deadlock since
2014. The bill could potentially ease recognition of
customary territory and protect Indigenous cultures.
With a new parliament set to be sworn in on 1 October
2024 and a new president on 20 Oct 2024, advocates
are pressing for the bill's passage before the current
administration leaves office. [Mongabay]

Laos: Labor ministry to streamline visa
permits for foreign workers

(Ivw) The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare in Laos
has introduced new measures to streamline and
regulate the country’'s international labor market.
Implemented April 22-23 by Deputy Minister
Phongsaisack Intharath, these regulations aim to
standardize and expedite procedures by simplifying
the visa issuance process for illegal foreign workers
and renew work permits for legal foreign workers.

The new system centralizes permit issuance and tasks
provincial labor departments with managing
permissions, fee collection, and law enforcement.
Authorities emphasize collaboration from relevant
sectors and the public to tackle undocumented
workers and ensure registration for all foreign
workers. This initiative also aims to address labor
shortages by identifying and regulating illegal foreign
workers, with centers established at provincial offices
to register migrants.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-fu/

An estimated 24,000 out of 54,000 foreign workers in
Laos last year were working illegally, mainly from
neighboring Vietnam, China, and Thailand. [Laotian
Times]

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister
Mahathir under investigation over son’s
corruption probe

(dqgl) Former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has
been put under investigation in connection with a
corruption probe involving his sons, as confirmed by
the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) on
April 23.

In January, the two eldest sons of Mahathir, who led
the country from 1981 to 2003 and again from 2018 to
2020, were ordered to disclose their assets as part of
inquiries prompted by the Pandora and Panama
Papers leaks.

The investigation on 98-year-old Mahathir gains
additional political weight as he is known as a staunch
opponent of incumbent Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim,
who won the 2022 general election on a platform to
eradicate corruption among the upper echelons of
power.

Anwar, who was Mahathir's deputy during the 1990s,
has denied allegations that he is using his
anticorruption campaign as a pretext to target political
rivals, insisting there is no interference in legal cases
from his side. [Al Jazeera]

Malaysia: US Fast food chain closes
outlets over alleged links to Isreal

(dgl) KFC Malaysia has announced that a temporary
closure of its branches in the country, citing
challenging economic conditions.

The announcement followed media reports of boycotts
over the fast food chain's perceived links to Israel.

A majority-Muslim country, Malaysia is a staunch
supporter of the Palestinians (see article in this
edition), and Western fast-food brands have become
targets of those boycott campaigns over Israel's
military offensive in Gaza. [Reuters]
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Malaysia: Condition of educational system
concerning

(dgl) According to latest data of the World Bank
Malaysia Economic Monitor (MEM) current situation of
Malaysia's education system is concerning, with
student learning outcomes lagging behind
expectations despite significant spending accounting
for 3.2 percent of GDP.

Less than 60 percent of students in Malaysia are
proficient in reading by the end of Standard 5, far
worse compared with regional peers with similar
economies (34 percent).

The data reveals a worrying inefficiency. Malaysian
students spend an average of 12.5 years in school
while learning the equivalent of only 8.9 years.
Vietnamese students achieve 10.7 years of learning in
a similar timeframe.

MEM identifies multiple root causes including limited
access to quality early childhood education, insufficient
preparedness of teachers, and the absence of robust
performance tracking systems. While an increase in
preschool enrollment is recognized, challenges such as
limited availability, low awareness, and affordability
issues for some families persist. [The Sun]

In response, Malysia’s Education Ministry announced
on April 30 to expand preschool classes and to focus
also on the development of teacher professionalism.
[The Star]

Malysia: Border security increase
following explosion and gunfire in
bordering Thai province

(dqgl) Security at the Malaysia-Thailand border has been
tightened after a bomb explosion and gunfire on April
26, in Narathiwat province, that borders Malaysia, with
four Thai security personnel injured in the incident.

The Royal Malaysia Police informed that all state police
chiefs, especially those from Kelantan, Perlis, Kedah
and Perak, received instruction on high alert following
the incident. Foot and motorcycle patrols along the 16
static posts near the border are being carried out. [The
Star]
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Myanmar: Military airstrike on a hospital
in Chin state's Mindat township kills 4 and
wounds 15

(jb) A Myanmar military airstrike on a hospital in Chin
state's Mindat township has resulted in the deaths of
four individuals, including patients and staff, with 15
others wounded, a rebel group informed Radio Free
Asia. The strike, which occurred on the evening of April
25, targeted Vawmm'tu Hospital, leaving it completely
destroyed.

The anti-junta People’'s Administration in the region
reported that six 150-pound bombs were dropped on
the facility. The deceased victims were men aged
between 20 and 30. Chin state, bordering India, has
witnessed increased violence since the military coup in
2021, with junta forces accused of frequent village
razings and persecution against the largely Christian
minority population, including the use of landmines.

This incident adds to a series of junta airstrikes across
Myanmar, resulting in significant civilian casualties
according to data compiled by RFA. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Resistance forces capture
strategic outpost

(jb/jw) The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and Kachin
People’s Defense Force (PDF) have captured a strategic
outpost in Hpakant Township, Kachin State, dealing a
blow to Myanmar's ruling junta.

After weeks of relentless attacks, the anti-regime
forces seized control of the gold mining hub Sezin,
previously held by junta Light Infantry Battalion 116
and allied Shanni Nationalities Army troops. The
operation saw the surrender of twenty-three
policemen, including the commander, to the KIA.
Despite facing daily air support, drones, and shelling
from the regime, many junta soldiers fled the outpost.

With the capture of Sezin, the entire Hpakant-
Tamakan-Sezin road is now under anti-regime control,
marking a significant strategic gain for the KIA and its
allies.

This victory adds to a series of successes by the KIA,
which has seized multiple junta battalion headquarters
and outposts since launching its offensive in March
2024. [The Irrawaddy]
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In a separate development, on April 24, the ethnic
minority Karen insurgents, supported by pro-
democracy allies, captured the junta’s Maw Hta camp
in the Tanintharyi region’s Dawei township where 40
junta soldiers had been stationed. Thirty weapons
were additionally seized from the camp,

The escalation of clashes near the Thai border has
caused the Thai government to issue warnings to
prevent any spillovers. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army
seizes junta outpost near Kachin State
capital

(jw) Following months-long attempts, the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) seized on April 29 the junta's
Infantry Battalion 141 headquarters that was
controlling the Irrawaddy River route to the Kachin
State capital, Myitkyina. A junta battalion commander
was killed and another injured.

The outpost is an important base restricting the route
between the KIA headquarters and the KIA Brigade 8.
The KIA and its allies also control the Myitkyina-Bhamo
road after seizing 10 junta headquarters and more
than 60 positions along the road. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: KNU and KNLA temporarily
withdraw troops from Myawaddy by Thai
border

(jb/jw) The Karen National Union (KNU) and its armed
wing, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA),
temporarily withdrew their troops from the town of
Myawaddy along the Thai border by April 24 after
facing a counteroffensive from Myanmar's ruling junta.
The junta's soldiers reclaimed control of the strategic
area, which serves as a vital conduit for annual foreign
trade exceeding USD 1 billion.

Following the withdrawal, armed soldiers from the
Karen National Army (KNA), a militia with a history of
shifting allegiances, were seen clearing barricades and
patrolling the town. Despite the retreat, the KNU
spokesperson, Saw Taw Nee, vowed to retaliate
against the junta's troops.

The situation remains highly uncertain, with Thailand
reporting an easing of the border fighting and
expressing hope for reopening trade routes.
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Meanwhile, Thailand has proposed a regional meeting
to address the ongoing crisis in Myanmar, where the
junta faces significant challenges to its authority
amidst escalating conflicts with rebel groups. [Reuters]

Myanmar: Pa-0 activists blame junta for
civilian deaths

(jw) The Pa-O Youth Organization, an ethnic advocacy
group, has claimed that 66 civilians were killed by junta
shelling and airstrikes or died while under detention.
Fighting between the Pa-O National Liberation Army
(PNLA) and the military regime has been ongoing since
January 21.

The PNLA seized Hsi Hseng town in the Shan State of
eastern Burma on January 24, and the regime has
since tried to retake the town. Over 91 days of clashes,
the military regime reportedly fired over 2900 shells,
launched more than 450 airstrikes, and killed 66
civilians.

In addition, the Pa-O Youth Organization said that 562
homes, 25 religious buildings, 12 schools, and four
hospitals/clinics have been destroyed in Hsi Hseng.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta forces recruit 300
Rohingya amidst growing draft crisis

(jb) Reports from RFA Burmese indicate that over 300
Rohingya men from villages near Rakhine state's
capital have been forcibly conscripted by junta troops
for military training. This development follows a
pattern of compulsory recruitment among the
stateless Rohingya minority, with about 1,000 Rohingya
recruited in March alone.

The junta's recruitment efforts aim to bolster its ranks
after a series of battlefield defeats, resulting in over
100,000 young men fleeing their homes since
February's announcement of the draft (see AiR No. 7,
February/2024, 2). Despite international
condemnation, the junta continues to enforce
conscription laws, pressuring civilians into military
service. [Asia in Review]

In Rakhine state, where the Rohingya have faced
persecution for years, villagers express deep concern
over the forced recruitment. While promises of
freedom of movement and basic necessities
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accompany recruitment, many Rohingya fear arrest
and beatings if they resist.

As the junta intensifies recruitment efforts nationwide,
the crisis escalates, with thousands forced into military
training, raising fears of further conflict and instability
in Myanmar. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Sugar prices surge import
scarcity and rising production costs

(jb) Reports from the Bayintnaung Wholesale market
indicate a significant increase in sugar prices in
Myanmar. From MMK 4,470 on April 1, prices soared to
MMK 4,600 by April 23, marking an MMK 130 rise in
just three weeks. Traders attribute the hike to
dwindling sugar imports and escalating production
expenses.

While global sugar prices decline, Myanmar's domestic
market faces upward pressure. Myanmar, with around
450,000 acres of sugarcane cultivation, primarily in
Sagaing and Shan regions, is adjusting its export
destinations.

Surplus sugar, once exported to both China and
Vietnam, now flows solely to Vietnam, notes the
Myanmar Sugar and Sugarcane Related Association.
[ChiniMandi]

The Philippines: Government officials,
employees liable for coordinating with
International Criminal Court

(Im) In the Philippines, the Department of Justice (DO))
has stated that government officials and employees
who coordinate with or participate in International
Criminal Court (ICC) investigations in the Philippines
may face liability under Republic Act 6713, the Code of
Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public Officials and
Employees, for contravening government policy.
[Philippine News Agency]

The remarks came in response to former senator
Antonio Trillanes IV's claim that over 50 active and
former officials of the Philippines National Police (PNP)
have been in direct communication with the ICC
regarding its investigation into alleged crimes against
humanity in the drug war under former President
Rodrigo Duterte.
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The government maintains that the ICC has no
jurisdiction over the Philippines since its withdrawal
from the ICC's Rome Statute in 2019. Clavano noted
that they have yet to receive corroborating information
regarding Trillanes' claims and emphasized the
country's commitment to its justice system and holding
accountable those involved in extrajudicial killings.

The Philippines: Election Commission
hopeful to register at least 3 million
voters by September 30

(Im) In the Philippines, the Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) aims to achieve a voter registration target
of at least 3 million individuals for the upcoming 2025
midterm elections, with the deadline set for September
30. As of April 26, the total number of applications
stands at 2,397,555, with approximately 1,240,410 of
them being females. Notably, around one million of
these applications are from new voters, indicating a
significant interest and participation in the electoral
process. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr.
names new migrant workers department
secretary

(Im) Philippines’ President Marcos Jr. has appointed
Undersecretary Hans Leo Cacdac as the Secretary of
the Department of Migrant Workers (DMW). Cacdac
had been serving as the officer in charge of the DMW
since the passing of former secretary Susan Ople in
August of the previous year. Prior to his appointment
to the Cabinet, Cacdac held positions such as Executive
Director V of the Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration and the Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration, as well as Undersecretary
of the Department of Labor and Employment.
[Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Government stays
vigilant amidst power crisis

(Im/ms) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has
instructed government agencies to closely monitor the
nation's power situation in light of successive red and
yellow alerts across power grids. Marcos attributed the
power supply challenges to genuine overload rather
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than artificial manipulation, citing increased electricity
demand due to soaring temperatures nationwide.

Marcos highlighted the importance of vigilant
monitoring, directing the National Grid Corporation of
the Philippines (NGCP) to expand transmission
infrastructure, including additional lines and
submarine cables.

In parallel, the Senate Committee on Energy, chaired
by Senator Raffy Tulfo, is set to investigate the recent
power supply shortages and associated increases in
power rates. The inquiry, scheduled for May 6, aims to
delve into the technical aspects of the crisis and its
impact on households. As the government and
stakeholders address these issues, transparent
investigations and proactive measures are essential to
ensure a stable and affordable energy supply across
the country. [Philippine News Agency 1] [Philippine
News Agency 2]

The Philippines: Senate approves
expansion of Shari'a courts across country

(ms) The Senate, with unanimous support of 20
affirmative votes. has endorsed a measure to create
additional Shari'a Judicial Districts and Circuit Courts
throughout the country, enhancing access to justice for
Muslim Filipinos.

The bill seeks to amend Presidential Decree 1083,
expanding the existing Shari'a judicial system beyond
its current location in Cotabato City. This move aligns
with constitutional provisions recognizing the rights of
indigenous cultural communities. The proposed
expansion includes three new Shari'a districts and
twelve Circuit Courts, with permanent stations
designated in Davao City, Cebu City, and Manila City.
[Daily Tribune] [Senate of the Philippines]

The Philippines: 15-Day leeway to
unconsolidated Jeepneys amid transport
strike

(ms) As the April 30 deadline for the consolidation of
jeepney franchises approached, tensions rose in
Manila. The government's Public Utility Vehicle
Modernization Program (PUVMP) aimed to transition
traditional jeepneys, one of the most popular means of
transportation, into more environmentally friendly
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options, a move met with resistance from transport
groups.

Under the PUVMP, operators were required to join
cooperatives and replace their fleets with modern
vehicles. However, many small-time operators and
drivers expressed concerns about the financial burden
of this transition, despite government assurances of
subsidies for new vehicles. Leading to them staging a
three-day strike from April 28 to April 30.

Preempting potential disruptions, the National Capital
Region Police Office (NCRPO) deployed vehicles to
assist affected commuters and ensuring public safety
during the protests. President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
affirmed that the consolidation deadline would not be
extended.

In response to the now now passed deadline, the Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB) offered unconsolidated jeepneys a 15-day
leeway after April 30. During this period, warnings and
reminders would replace immediate penalties,
providing operators with additional time to comply.
Persistent violators faced fines, impoundment, and
suspension. [Philippine News Agency] [Phil Star] [The
Guardian]

The Philippines: Government workers'
right to organize updated for the first
time in two decades

(ms) The Public Sector Labor-Management Council
(PSLMC) announced on April 29 updates to the
implementing rules and regulations (IRR) regarding
government workers' right to organize. The
amendments, launched at the Department of Justice in
Manila, aim to streamline and enhance the process of
self-organization among public sector employees.

Key changes include revisions to conciliation services,
collective negotiation agreements, and the recognition
of national employees' organizations. Additionally, the
updated rules address practical issues such as the
establishment of transition groups for employee
organizations, merger and consolidation procedures,
and dispute resolution mechanisms. As of December
2023, there are 2,040 registered government employee
groups nationwide, highlighting the significance of
these amendments in safeguarding workers' rights and
facilitating constructive engagement between
employees and management. [Philippine News
Agency]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ej/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-et/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ei/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ei/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ed/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ed/

The Philippines: Four ranking cops get
new posts in latest national police
reshuffle

(Im) In the latest reorganization of the Philippine
National Police (PNP), four ranking police officials have
been assigned new posts. Major General Sidney
Hernia, formerly director of the PNP Anti-Cybercrime
Group (ACG), is now the director of the Directorate for
Personnel and Records Management, replacing Major
General Belli Tamayo, who retired. Brigadier General
Ronnie Francis Cariaga replaces Hernia as head of the
ACG, while Brigadier General Aligre Martinez becomes
the acting director of Police Regional Office 11 (Davao),
replacing Brigadier General Alden Delvo. Additionally,
Colonel Aden Lagradante assumes the role of officer in
charge of the PNP Command Center under the
Directorate for Operations. These changes were
effective immediately according to PNP Chief General
Rommel Francisco Marbil's order dated April 25.
[Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Troops kill 12 suspected
Muslim rebels in clash that wounded
seven soldiers

(Im) In a clash between Philippine troops and
suspected members of the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in Maguindanao del Sur
province, twelve individuals were killed, including
Mohiden Animbang, known as Karialan, the leader of
the group. The confrontation, which lasted for about
an hour, left seven soldiers injured. [abc News]

The Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters is among
the few armed groups in the southern Philippines still
pursuing a separatist agenda, particularly in areas
predominantly inhabited by Muslim minorities. While
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) signed a
peace agreement with the government in 2014, some
factions, including those led by individuals like
Animbang, opted to continue their armed struggle.
Additionally, splinter groups from the BIFF have shown
allegiance to the Islamic State group, further
complicating the security landscape in the region.

Singapore: Foreign Affairs director-
general pleads guilty to giving false
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information to public servant

(Ib) A director-general at Singapore’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MFA), Gilbert Oh Hin Kwan, has
admitted to lying to the then-MFA deputy secretary
(management) regarding the use of a diplomatic bag
used for official correspondence. Oh's actions were
spurred by a personal favor for a Chinese friend,
involving luxury watches sent from China to Singapore.
He initially implicated his father to MFA authorities,
then confessed to the Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau the following day. [The Straits Times]

Prosecutors suggest a fine of USD 6,000 to USD 9,000,
noting Oh's swift confession. His lawyers advocate for
leniency, citing his lengthy unblemished career and
character testimonials. Oh offered his resignation
pending a decision. Sentencing is set for May 20.

Singapore: Government plans law to
support gig workers’ retirement needs

(Ib) Singapore will enact a law to address the
retirement and work injury protection needs of gig
workers, also known as platform workers, who rely on
online platforms like Grab and Deliveroo for
employment. Minister for Manpower Tan See Leng
announced the move, emphasizing the government's
commitment to leaving no vulnerable worker behind.
The new legislation will include provisions for
retirement fund contributions, work injury
compensation, and collective representation for gig
workers. [The Business Times]

This initiative follows the government's acceptance of
recommendations from a 2022 advisory panel on the
status of gig workers. Additionally, new support
measures will be introduced to assist unemployed
individuals in returning to the workforce.

Singapore: Discussions on road safety,
penalties following recent accidents

(Ib) In response to public concern sparked by recent
multi-vehicle accidents, including a fatal incident in
Tampines that claimed two lives, discussions on road
safety and penalties under the Road Traffic Act are
slated for the upcoming parliament sitting in
Singapore. [CNA]
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Saktiandi Supaat, Chairman of the Government
Parliamentary Committee overseeing transport, has
raised parliamentary questions to the Ministries of
Transport and Home Affairs, inquiring about potential
stricter enforcement measures or legislative changes
to enhance accountability and deter dangerous driving.
Additionally, questions have been posed regarding the
number of fatal accidents due to reckless driving, the
adequacy of existing penalties, and plans to intensify
campaigns and educational programs.

Thailand: Four ministers removed, six new
faces in cabinet reshuffle; foreign
minister resigns

(msz/Im) On April 27, a Royal Decree was issued,
announcing a long-expected cabinet reshuffle which
saw the prime minister’'s departure from the finance
minister portfolio, the entry of six new ministers and
the removal of four ministers. Significantly, Sutin
Klangsaeng, Defence Minister, retained his portfolio.
However, it was not all plain sailing for Prime Minister
Srettha as Minister of Foreign Affairs Parnpree
Bahiddha-Nu-Kara tendered his resignation after
losing his role as deputy prime minister. [Thai PBS
World] [The Nation Thailand]

Newly appointed ministers

Among the new ministers, the appointment of Pichai
Chunhavajira as deputy prime minister and finance
minister stands out. Widely anticipated to take on the
role of finance minister, Pichai has been a leading
businessman; he resigned from his positions as
chairman of the Stock Exchange Thailand (SET),
Bangchak Corp, and BCPG Plc just days before the
publication of the Royal Decree. Prior to joining the
Cabinet, he served as an economic adviser to the
prime minister. [Bangkok Post]

As the news came to light, Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin and Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai held a meeting with
paroled former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the
de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party. Though
journalists were barred from covering the meeting, a
source close to the matter revealed that Pichai had
been selected to succeed Srettha as finance minister.

In his new role, Pichai is anticipated to tackle various
economic challenges in Thailand, including the sluggish
GDP growth, mounting household debt, and elevated
borrowing costs. He will be responsible for overseeing
the implementation of the delayed 500-billion-baht
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(approximately USD 13.5 billion) stimulus package,
aimed at providing 10,000 baht (around USD 270) to
each of the 50 million Thais. Additionally, Pichai will
need to navigate the longstanding tensions between
Prime Minister Srettha and the Bank of Thailand
regarding the country's monetary policy, which will
undoubtedly be a key focus area for the new finance
minister. [Bangkok Post]

Pichit Chuenban's appointment as Minister of the
Prime Minister's Office is equally noteworthy. Known
for his close ties to the Shinawatra family, he has
served as their trusted lawyer since the 2006 coup
against Thaksin. Despite a past stint in jail for
attempting to bribe judges in a case involving Thaksin,
Pichit's influence has endured. During the
administration of Thaksin's sister Yingluck Shinawatra,
he played a key role in reviewing draft legislations and
defending Yingluck in legal proceedings. He later
served as chief legal adviser for the Thai Raksa Chart
Party before returning to the ruling Pheu Thai Party
after its dissolution.

Besides Pichai and Pichit, four ministers have been
appointed: Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom
Rojanasakul, PM's Office Minister Jiraporn Sinthuprai,
Deputy Agriculture Minister Attakorn Sirilattayakorn
and Deputy Commerce Minister Suchart Chomklin.
[The Star]

Outgoing ministers

The four outgoing ministers are Public Health Minister
Cholnan Srikaew, PM's Office Minister Puangpetch
Chunlaiad, Deputy Agriculture Minister Chaiya Promma
and Deputy Agriculture Minister Anucha Nakasai. [Thai
Examiner]

Thamanat Prompow now in control of Agriculture Ministry

It is worth noting that the removal of Chaiya Promma
from the Ministry of Agriculture signals a significant
shift in control, now overseen by Thamanat Prompow,
the Secretary-General of the Palang Pracharat Party.
Initially rumored to face removal, the controversial
agriculture minister's position unexpectedly
strengthened as discussions of a reshuffle progressed.

Foreign Minister Parnpree resigns;, Maris Sangiampongsa
designated as successor

Crucially, Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara
resigned from his position after being removed from
the post of deputy prime minister in the cabinet
reshuffle. His departure from the foreign ministry at
this juncture leaves a leadership vacuum, potentially
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impacting the continuity and effectiveness of ongoing
diplomatic initiatives related to Myanmar. Moreover,
Parnpree's resignation signifies a loss of a key
diplomatic figure who had played a pivotal role in
securing the release of dozens of Thai hostages held by
Hamas in Gaza. [Reuters]

Prime Minister Srettha has presented Maris
Sangiampongsa as designated successor to Parnpree
to Thailand's king for royal endorsement. Maris is a
career diplomat at the Foreign Affairs Ministry and was
a member of Parnpree' advisory team. He has a close
relationship with the Shinawatra family after serving
Thaksin at Government House when he was the prime
minister. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Anti-graft body decides not to
appeal ruling clearing ex-premier Yingluck
in funding scandal

(Im) Thailand’s National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) has decided not to appeal the Supreme Court
ruling that cleared former premier Yingluck Shinawatra
and five others of malfeasance in connection with a
THB 240-billion (roughly USD 6.7 billion) campaign to
promote her government's infrastructure projects.
[Bangkok Post]

The NACC voted unanimously against appealing the
case after the court found there was no intent on the
defendants’ part to issue the promotional fund in 2013
to favor a specific party that would constitute a conflict
of interest.

This development comes against the larger backdrop
of speculations that Yingluck may potentially return
home following a model similar to her brother
Thaksin's. Yingluck, who fled overseas in 2017 after
being sentenced to five years in jail for negligence in a
rice subsidy scheme, could utilize a process akin to
Thaksin's, who received a royal pardon upon his return
in August last year, reducing his sentence. [AIR No. 17,
April/2024, 4]

Thaksin, twice elected premier and ousted in a 2006
military coup, was jailed for eight years on graft and
abuse-of-power charges upon his return in August last
year. His arrival in Thailand came on the same day his
Pheu Thai Party returned to government in alliance
with pro-military parties, leading some observers to
conclude that a backroom deal had been struck to cut
his jail time. In fact, Thaksin's sentence was cut to one
year by King Maha Vajiralongkorn within days of his
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return, and Thaksin was ultimately released on parole
in February this year because of his age and health.

Earlier this month, Thaksin said that he was working to
bring his sister Yingluck back to the country this year,
adding that he would have answers for the "majority of
the society" and opposition from the "minority" would
be normal. [AIR No. 16, April/2024, 3]

Still, for Yingluck to return to Thailand without facing
imprisonment, she would require a pardon from King
Maha Vajiralongkorn or other forms of clemency due
to her previous sentencing in absentia in 2027 for
alleged negligence related to the rice subsidy program.

Thailand: Cabinet greenlights three
referendums for charter change

(msz) Thailand's Cabinet on April 23 approved the
proposal made by the government-appointed
referendum study panel headed by Deputy Prime
Minister and Commerce Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai to hold three referendums to approve a
new constitution. The issue will now be forwarded to
the Election Commission which is required to proceed
within 90 days. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

This comes after the Constitutional Court on April 17
dismissed a petition by parliament’s lower House
seeking an interpretation of regulations over whether
the constitution can be amended before a referendum
takes place and how many referendums should be
held in the charter amendment process. In its decision,
the court said it had already issued an interpretation
on the topic through its ruling in March 2021, in which
it observed that a charter rewrite could not proceed
unless a referendum was held first. [AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4]

According to the cabinet, the three referendums have
to be completed before the end of the term of the
current Pheu Thai-led coalition government in three
years. Thus, the first referendum is expected to be
held this year or next, with the charter drafting
assembly likely to take shape before 2026. A draft
charter is expected to be produced no later than a year
after the formation of the charter drafting assembly.

Under the first referendum, the voters will be asked
whether they agree with the need to write a new
constitution, without changing Chapters 1 and 2.
Chapter 1 defines Thailand as a single, indivisible
kingdom with a democratic regime and the King as
head of state, while Chapter 2 stipulates sections
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pertaining to royal prerogatives. If the majority agrees,
the second referendum will ask if Section 256 of the
constitution should be amended to pave the way for
the drafting of the new charter. The majority approval
of the second referendum will entail the drafting
process after which the public will decide whether the
newly drafted constitution should be adopted.

It is worth noting, however, that the first referendum
faces an obstacle due to the “double majority” rule,
where more than 50 percent of eligible voters must
participate in a referendum and most of those voting
must approve the new charter. Thus, if the first
referendum fails, the charter rewrite process is
expected to start all over again by amending the
referendum law to abolish the "double majority" rule.
That would mean there will be four rounds of the
charter rewrite.

Additionally, concerns arose over the costs of holding
three referendums and the charter's content. With the
approximate 3.2-billion-baht (around USD 86 million)
cost of the first referendum, the MPs preferred only
two referendums to save taxpayers’ money. In the
meantime, the opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)
criticized the charter amendment process for leaving
out certain provisions of the current charter, such as
Chapter 1 and Chapter 2.

Thailand: Government approves Election
Commission's timetable for new Senate

(bk) Thailand's Cabinet has approved the Election
Commission (EC)'s plan to elect a new upper House,
the Senate, to replace the current military-appointed
one. The process will start with applications accepted
from May 13, followed by elections at different levels in
June, with results announced on July 2. The incumbent
Senators will continue until the new members are
endorsed. [Bangkok Post]

The upcoming Senate election in Thailand represents a
significant departure from the current system, where a
250-member body is appointed by the military. The
new Senate, slated to replace the outgoing one upon
its expiry on May 11 will comprise 200 members
selected from 20 social and professional groups. Each
group will have 10 representatives, spanning various
sectors such as public administration, law, education,
healthcare, agriculture, tourism, and civil society,
among others.

Unlike traditional elections where the public directly
votes for candidates, only those who apply for
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candidacy are eligible to vote. Candidates are required
to pay an application fee of THB 2,500 and must meet
specific eligibility criteria, including being at least 40
years old and possessing a minimum of 10 years of
experience in their respective fields.

The selection process for the new Senate involves an
intra-group and inter-group election system. In this
process, candidates within the same group initially
compete against each other, with the top five
candidates advancing to an inter-group voting round,
in which they select their preferred candidates from
other randomized groups. This process is repeated at
the district, provincial, and national levels, with
winners progressing through each stage until the final
selection of 10 representatives per group at the
national level. [iLaw] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Suspended deputy police chief
drops malfeasance complaint against
prime minister

(msz) Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn, Thailand's
suspended deputy national police chief, has withdrawn
his malfeasance complaint against Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin for his suspension. Surachate, who
faced allegations involving a money-laundering case
and an illegal gambling network, did not provide
specific reasons for dropping the complaint. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Thai PBS World]

Meanwhile, he filed a petition urging the National Anti-
Corruption Commission to investigate Deputy
Commissioner General Pol Gen Thana Chuwong and
approximately 200 police investigators for alleged
abuse of authority. Surachate contends that his
suspension order by acting national chief Kitrat
Panphet was illegitimate, as rules dictate that a
suspension must first be proposed by relevant
investigators. In the case of Surachate, the
investigation committee was formed on April 18 - the
same day he was suspended. [Bangkok Post 2]

Moreover, Surachate plans to file complaints with the
Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct
Cases against Pol Gen Kitrat, other commissioners, and
commanders, alleging their involvement in blocking his
promotion to police chief in October.

In related developments, the Royal Thai Police's
disciplinary probe panel will summon Pol Gen
Surachate and four other officers regarding
accusations of involvement with the BNK Master
gambling website, considered a serious disciplinary
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violation. The officers are scheduled to meet with the
panel on May 7, with the option to reschedule within
the 270-day deadline if necessary. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Justice minister shrugs off
misconduct petition in ex-prime minister
Thaksin case

(Im) Thailand’s Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong
remained unfazed on April 23 by the latest petition
asking the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) to formally investigate the ministry’s alleged
misconduct in its handling of former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra's hospitalization and early release
from prison. [Bangkok Post]

The petition was submitted to the NACC by members
of two groups, led by Thai Pakdee Party leader Warong
Dechgitvigrom. Submitted along with the petition was
a document Warong said was a confidential letter he
had received from the Office of the Ombudsman and
contained the findings of the Ombudsman's unofficial
probe into the ministry's alleged misconduct. Despite
rejecting his previous petition for a formal
investigation into the ministry’s conduct, the office had
later conducted an informal investigation into the
matter.

The unofficial investigation concluded that the
Department of Corrections had transferred Thaksin to
the Police General Hospital on the night of August 22
last year only as a precautionary measure, not because
Thaksin actually suffered any life-threatening condition
at that moment, as claimed by the department, he
said. He believed this was evidence of the
department’s misconduct.

Upon his return to Thailand last August after 15 years
of self-imposed exile, Thaksin was promptly detained.
His arrival coincided with the Pheu Thai Party's return
to power in collaboration with pro-military factions,
prompting speculation about a clandestine agreement
to reduce his prison term. Shortly thereafter, King
Maha Vajiralongkorn reduced Thaksin's sentence to
one year, and citing health concerns, Thaksin did not
spend a single night behind bars. After six months of
detention, he was granted parole in February of this
year.

Thailand: Ex-deputy prime minister Gen
Prawit declares assets worth USD 2.3
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million

(Im) Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, chairman of the coalition
member Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) and chairman
of the Sports Authority of Thailand (SAT), has declared
roughly USD 2.3 million worth of assets that include
five luxury cars, according to the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC). The agency on April 24
published the declared assets and liabilities of political
office-holders and government executives. [Bangkok
Post]

Gen Prawit's case has garnered additional attention
due to previous controversies. In December 2018, the
NACC voted 5:3 to dismiss accusations that Gen Prawit
had falsely declared his wealth, despite not including
22 high-end timepieces and rings with an estimated
total value of USD 1.5 million in his asset declaration.
However, following a request filed under the Public
Information Act, the Central Administrative Court
ordered the NACC to disclose a report on its fact-
finding and evidence gathering processes, as well as
other essential documents.

In April, the Supreme Administrative Court ruled in
favor of an appeal filed by a news agency, ordering the
NACC and its Office to disclose the requested
documents within 15 days. Despite potential penalties
under the Anti-Corruption Act for releasing such
findings, the NACC cited potential delays in disclosing
the details of its investigation [see AR No. 17,
April/2023, 4].

Thailand: Ex-minister Supachai guilty of
forest encroachment’

(Im) Thailand's anti-graft body has concluded that
former deputy agriculture minister Supachai Phosu
engaged in severe ethical misconduct related to the
illegal occupation of a forest reserve in Nakhon
Phanom province. The National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) will forward the case to the
Supreme Court for political office holders for a ruling.
[Bangkok Post]

According to the NACC's investigation, Supachai,
despite being ineligible to participate in a land-reform
scheme within the Dong Prathai forest reserve,
entered into contracts to purchase 40 plots totaling
roughly 0.35 square kilometers from individuals who
were qualified to use the land for agricultural
purposes. However, the law expressly prohibits the
transfer of ownership of reformed land.
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Against this backdrop, the lower House committee on
ethics of MPs, then chaired by former parliament
president Chuan Leekpai, initiated an investigation into
Supachai's actions in October 2022. At the time,
Supachai was serving as a Bhumijaithai MP for Nakhon
Pathom and held the positions of deputy agriculture
minister and deputy House speaker. In July of last year,
Supachai issued letters to annul the right to possess
and use the aforementioned land plots.

Thailand: Former PPEP executives face
charges in bribe scandal

(Im) In Thailand, the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) has found grounds to believe that
four former executives of PTT Exploration and
Production Plc (PTTEP), a subsidiary of Thailand's
national oil and gas company, collaborated to
manipulate the bidding process for an equipment
procurement contract valued at USD 24.66 million,
awarded to Rolls-Royce and executed between 2004
and 2008. The NACC intends to transmit its findings to
the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG) and
recommend that the four former PTTEP executives be
considered for indictment. [Bangkok Post]

In 2017, the British Serious Fraud Office (SFO) entered
a Deferred Prosecution Agreement - i.e. a legal
arrangement between a prosecutor and a defendant
whereby prosecution is deferred in exchange for the
defendant meeting certain condition - with Rolls-
Royce, which followed a four-year investigation by
authorities into bribery and corruption. The conduct
covered by the agreement took place across seven
jurisdictions: Indonesia, Thailand, India, Russia, Nigeria,
China and Malaysia.

Thailand: Legal action commenced
against former officials for involvement in
2004 Tak Bai Massacre

(ms) Representatives of the families of victims of the
2004 Tak Bai massacre have initiated legal proceedings
against nine former security officials involved in the
incident, before the 20-year limitation period in this
case comes into force in October of this year.

The incident, which occurred on October 25, 2004, saw
security forces respond to a protest outside Tak Bai
Provincial Police Station with force, resulting in
numerous casualties and fatalities. Among the 48
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plaintiffs in the lawsuit, three were fatally shot during
the protest, while 31 others died during transportation
following their detention. An additional 14 individuals
sustained injuries.

The charges brought against the former officials
include murder, unlawful detention, and wrongful
exercise of duties under various sections of the
Criminal Code. The accused are said to include top
military, police, and government personnel, who were
allegedly involved in planning and executing the
crackdown.

The names of the nine individuals have not been
disclosed to the public, but they reportedly held key
positions in the army, police and the Ministry of Home
Affairs. One of them is reportedly the former
commander of the Fourth Army Region, Lt-Gen Pisan
Wattanawongkiri, who is now on the ruling Pheu Thai
Party's party list.

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra apologized
for the incident in 2022, acknowledging his lack of
awareness of the army's actions at the time, the
victims and their families continue to seek
comprehensive justice and accountability for the
events of 2004, however previous attempts to seek
justice, including a submission to the Committee on
Legal Affairs, Justice, and Human Rights of the House
of Representatives, urging further investigation into
the matter have all failed.

In a leaked letter to the prosecutor's office, the Thai
police justified the absence of any criminal
investigation against the officers involved in the
crackdown, including General Chlermchai Wirunpeth,
by claiming that it was a case of “force majeure”,
meaning an unforeseeable event, and that the police
“had no intention or had not foreseen the deaths of
the protesters during the transport process.”

The court has set June 24 for the trial before the judges
will decide whether to accept the case. The nine former
officials will not be considered defendants until they
are charged. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
[Bangkok Post 3] [Thaiger]

Thailand: Two sisters held in bust of
multimillion-dollar gambling site

(Im) Thailand's Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO)
seized additional assets valued at approximately USD
1.84 million, owned by individuals associated with a
busted high-profile online gambling ring. Central to
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this network is Suchanun Sucharitchinsri, the youngest
daughter of an influential figure in Loei province.
[Bangkok Post]

The AMLO's investigation aimed to uncover any
connections between the gambling ring and embattled
deputy national police chief Surachate Hakparn. Last
year, when authorities conducted a raid on Surachate's
residence, it was in connection to his close associates,
who are suspected of having ties to the network
allegedly overseen by Suchanun.

In separate developments, two sisters in Lampang
province face charges of running a gambling website
that had about USD 18.9 million in circulation, police
say. The women were arrested along with four staff
members in raids on three houses in the northern
province on April 25. Two companies in Lampang and
Chiang Mai that sent millions of online messages to
encourage betting were also raided and their owners
arrested. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Six members of two major scam
gangs arrested

(Im) Thai authorities have arrested six suspected
members from two major scam gangs. [Bangkok Post]

The first case saw the arrest of a Chinese national and
a Thai accomplice on warrants issued by the Criminal
Court. They were charged with various offenses,
including inputting false information into computer
systems. Authorities seized evidence worth
approximately USD 1.12 million, including roughly USD
336,000 in cash, computers, mobile phones, bank
accounts, cash cards, and vehicles.

In the second case, a Chinese national and three
accomplices, including a former police officer and two
Cambodian individuals, were apprehended. The
Chinese national faced charges for illegal entry and
was wanted by INTERPOL for technology crimes
causing significant financial losses. The other three
suspects were involved in recruiting individuals to work
as call center scammers in Cambodia, offering
payment of roughly USD 90 per person.

Thailand: Public Health Ministry allows
use of opium, magic mushrooms for
medical purposes, research
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(msz) Thailand’s Public Health Ministry has permitted
the use of two Category 5 drugs, opium and psilocybin
mushrooms (commonly known as magic mushrooms),
in a directive published in the Royal Gazette on April
22. It classified opium and magic mushrooms as
narcotics on the Category 5 list, distinct from
marijuana and hemp extracts. Previously, kratom,
marijuana, and hemp were removed from the
Category 5 list, leaving only opium, magic mushroomes,
and marijuana/hemp extracts with THC levels
exceeding 0.2 percent. The directive stated that these
drugs, apart from marijuana and hemp extracts,
should be permitted for medical use and research.
[The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Voice TV to cease all operations

(bk) Voice TV, a Thai television channel founded and
currently owned by former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra's son, Panthongtae, will cease all
operations on May 31 after 15 years of operation. The
decision, announced by the network's board, will result
in the termination of about 100 employees. [Thai PBS
World]

According to the press release dated April 26, the
company reflected on past challenges, including
political turmoil, industry disruptions, and the COVID-
19 pandemic. It cited market changes alongside
technological advancements as reasons for the
decision to close down. The company emphasized fair
compensation for employees as it gradually stops
broadcasting. [X (formerly, Twitter)]

Initially launched in 2008 through satellite TV, it later
expanded to terrestrial digital broadcasting in 2014.
However, due to financial issues in 2019, it returned its
license, reverting to satellite transmission and online
streaming via platforms like Facebook and YouTube.

Thailand: March exports fell nearly 11
percent year-on-year, below forecast

(Im) Thailand's customs-based exports experienced a
10.9 percent decline in March compared to the
previous year, according to the Commerce Ministry's
announcement on April 29. This drop was more
significant than analysts had anticipated. Forecasts
from a Reuters poll had predicted a 4.5 percent year-
on-year decrease for March. This decline follows
February's modest 3.6 percent increase. [Bangkok
Post]
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Thailand: Central bank estimates first-
quarter growth at just 1 percent

(bk/Im) In Thailand, the Bank of Thailand has projected
a modest 1 percent growth for the country's economy
in the first quarter, both on a quarterly and annualized
basis. Additionally, the current account surplus
decreased from USD 2 billion to USD 1 billion in March.
[Bangkok Post]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Finance has adjusted its
growth forecast for the year to 2.4 percent, down from
the previously predicted 2.8 percent in January.
However, it said there's potential for growth to reach
3.3 percent if the government's planned 500-billion-
baht digital wallet stimulus initiative materializes in the
fourth quarter as scheduled.

Last year, Thailand experienced a subdued economic
expansion of 1.9 percent, falling short of expectations
and trailing behind the 2.5 percent growth recorded in
2022, thus lagging behind other major economies in
the region.

In separate developments, the Thai Bankers
Association (TBA) has responded to the government's
request for a reduction in lending rates by announcing
a 0.25 percent cut in the minimum retail rate (MRR) for
creditworthy retail borrowers, including financially
vulnerable individuals and SMEs, for a six-month
period, to ease interest burden of financially fragile
customers during the ongoing economic recovery. This
decision follows Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's
meeting with CEOs of major banks to encourage
cooperation in lowering lending rates. [Reuters] [Thai
PBS World]

Thailand: Central bank urges government
to downsize 'Digital Wallet' scheme amid
fiscal concern

(bk) Thailand's central bank, the Bank of Thailand (BoT),
has raised concerns about the government's digital
wallet scheme, advocating for a more targeted
approach. They propose limiting the benefit to 15
million financially vulnerable individuals instead of the
initially planned 50 million recipients. The BoT suggests
that this focused distribution would be more cost-
effective, efficient, and beneficial for stimulating the
economy. They argue that these financially fragile
individuals are likely to spend more on consumption
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and support local businesses, thus providing a more
significant boost to economic activity. [Thai PBS World]

Additionally, the BoT recommends implementing the
scheme in phases to reduce its impact on fiscal
stability. They warn that the current plan, which
involves allocating approximately 500 billion baht from
the 2024 fiscal budget, could lead to long-term fiscal
burdens, credit rating downgrades, and decreased
confidence in Thailand's investment environment.
Furthermore, the BoT expresses concerns about the
potential impact on the reserves of special financial
institutions like the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC), which are designated to support
the scheme despite existing financial obligations.

Despite these warnings, the government has decided
to proceed with the scheme as scheduled, dismissing
the BoT's recommendations. Finance Permanent
Secretary Lawaron Saengsanit stated that all concerns
raised by the central bank have already been
addressed, and the scheme will move forward as
planned. The government aims to distribute the 10,000
baht benefit to approximately 50 million Thais in the
fourth quarter of the year, prioritizing its
implementation despite the BoT's reservations.

Additionally, Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai - albeit otherwise confirmed by a source
in the Ministry of Finance - questioned the authenticity
of the circulated letter, stating that if the document
were genuine and meant to caution the government
on the scheme, it would have been formally
communicated to the relevant departments. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Four companies to jointly invest
in 15 power plants

(Im) In Thailand, local power and waste management
companies have teamed up to co-invest in 12 waste-to-
energy power plants and three refuse-derived fuel
production facilities in a move to support the state's
bio-, circular and green economic policy. The power
plants are expected to become operational within the
next two years. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Navy chief urges Defence
Minister Sutin to greenlight submarine
procurement plan
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(Im) Thailand's Navy chief, Adm Adung Phan-iam, has
reiterated the need for Defence Minister Sutin
Klungsang to greenlight the navy's submarine
procurement plan, especially after Sutin's retention in
the latest cabinet reshuffle. [Bangkok Post]

Following his appointment as defence minister last
September, Sutin announced plans to suspend the
original submarine purchase from China - which had
hit a snag when Beijing couldn't provide the contracted
German engine - and prioritize acquiring a frigate
instead. While China indicated willingness to supply
offshore patrol vessels or a frigate during a visit by
Sutin and Adm Adung in March, the deal's finalization
has been delayed, and Sutin is expected to travel to
China again next month [see AIR No. 14, April/2024, 1].

Regarding the potential shift to accepting a frigate
instead of the submarines, Adm Adung highlighted its
absence from the 2025 budget proposal but suggested
it might feature in the 2026 request. He emphasized
the navy's urgent need for additional warships to fulfill
its duties effectively, citing its limited fleet.

However, this change in plans has raised concerns for
China Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co (CSOQ),
contracted to construct the submarines under a
government-to-government agreement, with the
submarine's completion reportedly at 50 percent.

Thailand: Hazardous waste plant fire in
Rayong

(bk) Around 100 individuals affected by a persistent fire
at a hazardous waste storage plant in the country's
eastern province Rayong have lodged a complaint
against the industrial authorities who approved its
operation. They accuse them of neglecting their health
and the environment. The affected residents fear for
their health due to the smoke and potential
environmental fallout from rain washing ash into their
communities. In fact, the facility had previously been
ordered by a court to clean up and provide
compensation for environmental damage, yet the
issues persisted until the recent fire occurred.
Meanwhile, officials are investigating the cause of the
fire, including arson, as the facility had been
disconnected from electricity due to bankruptcy, and
pledge to hold accountable any responsible parties.
[Bangkok Post]

This is not the first time Thailand has faced industrial
waste mismanagement. Earlier this month, up to
13,000 tons of carcinogenic cadmium scraps from
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mining activities, which had been disposed of in sealed
pits in Tak in 2018, were discovered scattered in
multiple spots in Bangkok and its peripheral provinces.
In addition to the ongoing inquiry into the incident, the
waste is scheduled to be transported back to the pits
on May 7. [AIR No. 17, April/2024, 4]

Thailand: Suspected insurgents attack
biomass power plant in Deep South

(msz) On April 26, suspected insurgents targeted a
power plant in Saba Yoi district and set car tires on fire
in the adjacent Thepha district in Thailand's Deep
South. The Rungtiva Biomass power plant in Plak Bo
village was the primary target of the attack, according
to police reports. Authorities believe the incident may
be connected to other recent unrest in the region,
including the arson attack on a biomass power plant in
Mae Lan district the previous day. [Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Head of Parliament resigns amid
corruption crackdown

(wn) Vuong Dinh Hue, the head of Vietnam's
parliament has resigned amidst allegations of
unspecified "violations and shortcomings", making him
the latest senior member of government to leave office
amid an ongoing anti-corruption campaign that has
shaken the country's political and business elites. Just
days prior to Hue's resignation, Pham Thai Ha, the
deputy head of the office of the National Assembly and
assistant to Hue, was arrested [see AR No. 17,

As one of the key figures in the country's leadership
hierarchy, Hue held a prominent position as one of the
"four pillars" of leadership, alongside the leader of the
Communist Party, the prime minister, and the
president. He served as chairman of the 15th National
Assembly since March 2021 and was previously a
deputy prime minister. Last October, during a vote of
confidence for 44 members of the National Assembly,
he received 91 percent of the total votes, the highest
percentage in the group.

Crucially, Hue's resignation comes amid the backdrop
of a sweeping anti-corruption campaign dubbed
"Blazing Furnace." Initiated in 2016 and gaining
momentum since 2022, this campaign has resulted in
the downfall of two presidents and two prime
ministers. President Vo Van Thuong resigned in March
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— just over a year after the previous president,
Nguyen Xuan Phuc, resigned to take political
responsibility for corruption scandals during the
COVID-19 pandemic [see AIR No. 13, March/2024, 4].

Hue's arrest resulted from an expansion of the
ongoing investigation into the Thuan An Group.
Company chair Nguyen Duy Hung and several others
were arrested earlier in April. The Blazing Furnace
campaign has singed businesses, and led to an
unprecedented death sentence for real estate tycoon
Truong My Lan in Vietnam's largest-ever fraud case
[see AR No. 16, April/2024, 3].

Hue's resignation not only creates a void in the upper
echelons of power but also raises concerns about the
succession plan within the Communist Party, especially
with regards to the upcoming leadership transition in
2026. The question now is who would succeed Nguyen
Phu Trong, the leader of the Communist Party. Trong,
who was reappointed as general secretary for an
unprecedented third five-year term in 2021, is 80 and
thought to be in poor health.

Additionally, political instability could threaten
Vietnam's economic ambitions as it vies to become an
alternative to China in the region’s supply chain. On a
visit to Vietnam earlier in the month, Apple CEO Tim
Cook said he wants to further increase investment in
the country.

Vietnam: Soft drinks boss jailed for eight
years in USD 40 million fraud trial

(Im) Tran Qui Thanh, the chairman of Vietnam's
prominent Tan Hiep Phat drinks company, has been
sentenced to eight years in prison for his involvement
in a fraud case amounting to USD 40 million. Alongside
him, his daughters were also implicated in the scheme,
with his eldest daughter receiving a four-year prison
term as the company's deputy CEO, while his youngest
daughter was given a suspended three-year sentence.
[Radio Free Asia]

The trial revealed that Thanh masterminded a
fraudulent loans scheme that operated between 2019
and 2020, wherein investors were deceived into
relinquishing assets they had pledged as collateral,
even after fully repaying their loans with interest.

This verdict is emblematic of Vietnam's intensified
efforts to combat corruption, often referred to as the
country's "blazing furnace" crackdown on graft.
Notably, earlier this month, Truong My Lan, the
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chairwoman of property developer Van Thinh Phat, was
sentenced to death for orchestrating a USD 27 billion
fraud, marking Vietnam's largest corruption case to
date.

Vietnam: Two teachers jailed for
criticizing authorities on social media

(Im) Two Vietnamese teachers have been imprisoned
for criticizing authorities on social media. Duong Tuan
Ngoc received a seven-year sentence for spreading
anti-state propaganda and "smearing senior leaders"
on social media. He was known for sharing content on
education, health, and social issues. Another teacher,
Nguyen Thu Hang, 62, was sentenced to two years for
abusing democratic freedom by defaming a judge
involved in her land dispute case. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Tech firm FPT plans to build USD
200 million artificial intelligence factory
using Nvidia chips

(Im) Vietnam's leading tech company, FPT, announced
plans to invest USD 200 million in building an artificial
intelligence (Al) factory using Nvidia's graphics chips
and software. The collaboration aims to advance Al
research in Vietnam, focusing on developing
applications and solutions such as generative Al and
autonomous driving. FPT intends to establish similar
factories in other markets like Japan and South Korea.
[Reuters]

The partnership includes a comprehensive strategic
agreement. Nvidia's CEO, Jensen Huang, has previously
expressed a keen interest in bolstering ties with
Vietnam's tech ecosystem, emphasizing the
importance of nurturing local talent and supporting
the nation's digital infrastructure.

FPT, valued at USD 5.5 billion, offers various Al, cloud,
and big data services, with total revenues surpassing
USD 2 billion last year.

Vietnam: April exports up by 10.6 percent
year-on-year, industrial output up by 6.3
percent

(wn) In April, Vietnam's exports surged by 10.6 percent
to USD 30.94 billion, with electronics leading the
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increase, while industrial output rose by 6.3 percent.
Imports also saw a significant rise, up by 19.9 percent
to USD 30.26 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of USD
680 million. [CNA]

For January-April, exports and imports grew by 15
percent and 15.4 percent respectively, resulting in a
trade surplus of USD 8.4 billion. Consumer prices
increased by 4.4 percent year-on-year, and retail sales
grew by 9.0 percent. Electronics exports notably
increased by 32.6 percent to USD 5.3 billion, with
smartphone exports rising by 9.1 percent to USD 4.2
billion.

Despite expected export demand growth in the second
half of the year, Vietnam is forecasted to miss its GDP
growth target of 6.0 percent to 6.5 percent, with
estimates ranging from 5.5 percent to 6.0 percent due
to subdued external conditions and challenges in the
real estate sector.

Vietnam: Launch of new stock trading
system delayed

(wn) Vietnam's State Securities Commission (SSC) has
announced that the launch of the country's new stock
trading system - initially scheduled for May 2 - will be
postponed due to regulatory roadblocks and the
unreadiness of securities firms to connect to the new
system. The SSC has yet to disclose a new timeframe
for the launch. Vietnam's central Ho Chi Minh City
exchange also failed to report the launch plan to the
finance ministry and obtain the necessary approvals
for information security. [Reuters]

The new trading system, provided by the Korea
Exchange (KRX), was designed to enhance the country's
stock market by speeding up the settlement of
transactions. KRX's settlement system can settle
transactions within a day, facilitating short-selling and
other trading operations. If successful, the upgrade
would increase Vietnam's chances of being reclassified
as an emerging market by indices such as the MSCI
and FTSE, which currently classify the country as a
frontier market, thereby restricting investment by
many funds and family offices. [CNA]

Vietnam: Hoarding, heat hit coffee export

(Im) Coffee prices are soaring due to hoarding and
adverse weather conditions in Vietnam, the world's
largest producer of robusta coffee beans. Farmers and
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middlemen are holding onto beans to await better
deals, leading to a shortage in the market and defaults
on contracts. Erratic weather patterns caused by
climate change are exacerbating the situation, with dry
conditions expected to further reduce supply. As a
result, prices are expected to remain volatile, with
potential peaks reaching record levels. [yahoo!finance]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

NATO urges China to halt support for
Russia's war

(jm) On April 25, during a visit to Berlin, NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg asserted that China
must cease its support for Russia's war in Ukraine if it
wishes to maintain good relations with the West.
Stoltenberg emphasized the significance of China's
assistance to Russia's war economy, citing the
provision of high-end technology such as
semiconductors, crucial for producing military
equipment like missiles, tanks, and aircraft.

He also highlighted that China's stated desire for good
relations with the West is juxtaposed with its support
for the ongoing conflict in Europe. Stoltenberg
cautioned against Western allies becoming overly
reliant on China, drawing parallels to past
dependencies on Russian oil and gas. [NATO]

Despite facing sanctions from the United States and its
allies, China and Russia have strengthened trade and
military cooperation, with bilateral trade reaching a
record USD 240.1 billion in 2023. Chinese exports to
Russia surged by 46.9 percent, while imports from
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Russia increased by 13 percent in the same year.
[Reuters]

In response, the Chinese Foreign Ministry dismissed
Stoltenberg's comments, stating they lack factual basis
and aim to divert attention from the real issue. The
ministry reiterated China's commitment to peace talks,
refuted accusations of supplying weapons, and
highlighted that most of Russia's weapon imports
come from Western nations.

The ministry further defended China's trade with
Russia as compliant with international norms, urging
NATO to assume responsibility for the crisis and assist
in its political resolution. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the PRC]

The anticipated visit of Russian President Vladimir
Putin to China in May further underscores the
deepening ties between the two nations amid
geopolitical tensions (see article in this edition).

EU launches investigation on fair access
withing China’s medical device market

(jm) On April 24, the European Commission officially
initiated an investigation into China's public
procurement of medical devices, just a month before
President Xi Jinping is scheduled to visit Europe. This
probe aims to assess whether European suppliers of
medical devices have received fair access to the
Chinese market. If disparities are found, the EU could
impose restrictions on Chinese companies bidding in
EU public tenders.

The investigation, conducted under the EU
International Procurement Instrument (IPI), follows
complaints from European companies and
governments regarding restricted access to the
Chinese market. Commission Vice-President Valdis
Dombrovskis emphasized the importance of the IPlin
supporting European companies in less accessible
markets.

This move comes amid other EU probes into Chinese
industries, including electric vehicles subsidies and
security equipment (see AiR No. 38, September/2023,3)
that haver strained trade relations between Brussels
and Beijing.

China criticized the EU's approach, labeling it as a
move towards protectionism and urging the EU to
cease suppressing Chinese enterprises. [Ministry of the
Foreign Affairs of the PRC]
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The EU's stance aligns with that of the United States,
which has also expressed concerns about unfair trade
practices. The investigation, which will span nine
months, aims to address alleged issues through
dialogue and consultation with China. [Reuters]

China’s legislature adopts new tariff law
amidst trade tensions with the West

(ms) During its last week’s session the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress
approved a Tariff Law aimed at enhancing its trade
defense capabilities, amidst ongoing trade tensions
with key partners such as the United States and the
European Union. The law, passed by permanent body
of China's legislature after multiple rounds of
deliberations since 2022, signifies Beijing's readiness to
respond to tariffs imposed on its exports by major
trading partners.

Scheduled to become effective on December 1, the
Tariff Law delineates various legal provisions
concerning tariffs on both Chinese imports and
exports. It outlines China's right to retaliate against
countries that impose tariffs on its goods and clarifies
tax incentives for trade.

The passage of this law coincided with U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken's visit to China, though
discussions during the visit yielded limited progress on
contentious issues, including trade disputes (see entry
below).

Analysts interpret China's move as a strategic step to
safeguard its economic interests and assert its
sovereignty in trade matters. By fortifying its trade
defense measures, China aims to deter potential tariffs
on its goods and protect its economic stability amidst
escalating global trade tensions. [China Daily] [Reuters]

China: Overseas investment hits eight-
year high

(ms) Recent data reveal a substantial increase in
Chinese overseas investment, reaching its highest level
in eight years. From January to March, Chinese firms
injected USD 33.5 billion into foreign direct
investments, marking a notable surge compared to
previous years.

Leading this trend are companies in sectors where
China holds a global leading position, such as electric
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vehicles and solar energy. The strategic establishment
of factories abroad aims to alleviate trade tensions by
creating jobs and economic growth in foreign markets,
rather than flooding them with Chinese exports.

However, Chinese investments face scrutiny and
suspicion, particularly from Western countries like the
US and Europe, which could hinder their assimilation
into these markets. While Asia absorbs a significant
portion of Chinese investments, a notable increase in
manufacturing investments within the ASEAN bloc
suggests a growing interest in Southeast Asia, further
increasing its role as biggest trading partner for China
away from the US and EU.

Chinese companies are also strategically establishing
manufacturing hubs overseas to navigate tariff barriers
and access foreign subsidies. This includes plans by
companies like Longi Green Energy Technology Co. and
Trina Solar Co. to set up factories in the US. This shift
towards factory investments reflects a departure from
previous infrastructure-focused approaches, driven by
concerns over debt sustainability in Belt and Road
Initiative partner countries and the economic impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic. [Bloomberg]

China hosts Palestinian unity talks

(jm) On April 26, China hosted Palestinian unity talks
between two Palestinian factions, Hamas and Fatah,
marking a notable entry into Palestinian diplomacy
amid ongoing conflict in the Gaza Strip.

Formerly the Palestinian National Liberation
Movement, Fatah is a Palestinian political party and the
largest faction of the confederated multi-party
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the
second-largest party in the Palestinian Legislative
Council (PLQ).

Hamas, controlling Gaza, and Fatah, led by Mahmoud
Abbas, have been in political dispute since Hamas
expelled Fatah from Gaza in 2007. Despite
Washington's concerns over reconciling the two groups
due to its support for Fatah and Hamas being
designated as terrorists, China has expressed support
for Palestinian unity through dialogue. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

Chinese officials have advocated for Palestinians in
international forums, calling for a larger-scale peace
conference and pushing for Palestine's UN
membership to address what they see as a historical
injustice (see AIR No. 17, April/2024, 4).
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This move reflects China's growing diplomatic
influence in the Middle East, where it has strong ties
with Arab nations and Iran and has previously
brokered peace deals (see AR No. 11, March/2023, 2)
[Reuters]

China’s role in North Korean arms
transfers to Russia

(jm) On April 25, Reuters reported that Satellite
imagery indicates that a North Korean cargo ship,
allegedly involved in arms transfers to Russia, has been
docked in a Chinese port for several months. The ship
has been anchored at a Chinese shipyard in Zhejiang
province since February, despite being sanctioned by
the US. North Korea has reportedly been a major arms
supplier to Russia, supplying ballistic missiles and
millions of artillery shells.

The UK's Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) think
tank claims that this cargo ship, named Angara, has
made numerous transporting North Korean military
cargo to Russia. The Chinese Foreign Ministry told
Reuters that it had no information about the ship.
[Reuters] [The Kyiv Independent]

China confirms Xi Jinping's visit to France,
Serbia and Hungary

(yg) The Chinese Foreign Ministry announced on April
29 that Chinese President Xi Jinping would visit France,
Serbia, and France from May 5 to 10.

Chinese President Xi Jinping is scheduled to make a
state visit to France, which will be the first visit by a
Chinese head of state to France in five years. The
Chinese Foreign Ministry has stated that during his
visit, Xi will hold talks with French President Emmanuel
Macron to discuss China-France and China-Europe
relations, as well as international and regional issues
that are of common interest and concern.

In January China initiated an anti-dumping
investigation into French brandy imports, a move
widely seen as retaliation against France's backing of a
European Commission anti-subsidy probe into Chinese
electric vehicle imports (see AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2).

The meeting between Xi and Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic is expected to focus on upgrading the
bilateral relationship and expanding cooperation
between the two countries.
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In Hungary, Xi will meet with Hungarian President
Tamas Sulyok and Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Hungary, widely seen as the most China-friendly
country in the EU. The meetings are expected to
strengthen the bilateral relationship between both
countries. [Foreign Ministry, China, in Chinese]

Xi Europe tour comes amid of heightened tensions
between China and the European Union over trade
and Russia's ongoing war in Ukraine.

Amidst the ongoing EU investigations into China's
public procurement of medical devices and Chinese
products such as security equipment (see article in this
edition) solar panels, wind turbines, and electric
vehicles (EV), along with tightened safety rules against
Chinese fashion retailer Shein and the opening of
formal proceedings against Tiktok under the EU's
Digital Services Act, analysts assume that Xi's visits aim
to undermine the EU's efforts to take tougher trade
measures against China.

Meanwhile, Hungary and Serbia still have strong
economic ties with Russia, and Hungary is opposed to
the EU's investigation into anti-subsidy measures
against Chinese electric vehicles. Considering this, Xi's
visits to these two countries carry also symbolic weight
to exacerbate existing divisions within the EU. [VOA
News] [South China Morning Post]

Japan expresses disappointment over
Russia’s veto against Tokyo-Washington
sponsored UNSC resolution

(sh) Russia has vetoed a United Nations Security
Council resolution, co-sponsored by Japan and the
United States, aimed at preventing a nuclear arms race
in space.

The resolution sought adherence to the Outer Space
Treaty, which prohibits nuclear weapons in space, and
proposed a ban on developing nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction for deployment in Earth's
orbit. While 13 out of 15 Security Council members
supported the resolution, China abstained, and Russia
exercised its veto power.

US Ambassador to the UN Linda Thomas-Greenfield
criticized Russia's actions, citing previous instances
where Russia has disregarded global nonproliferation
efforts. Japan's UN Ambassador Yamazaki Kazuyuki
expressed disappointment over the Council's failure to
unite on such an important commitment. In an earlier
move, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa
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announced plans for a new dialogue initiative to
negotiate a treaty banning the production of nuclear
materials for weapons in March when Japan was
holding the U.N. Security Council's monthly chair.

Russia's UN Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia, for his part,
argued that the matter should involve all UN members,
not just the Security Council, and dismissed the
resolution as political propaganda aimed at vilifying
Russia.

This veto underscores ongoing tensions among
Security Council members, exacerbated by conflicts in
Ukraine and the Middle East. [NHK] [Kyodo News]

Japan, EU to deepen cooperation in
economic security with an eye on China

(sh) According to Japanese government sources, Japan
and the European Union are set to work together
closer in the field of economic security aiming - among
others - to strengthen supply chain resilience for
semiconductors and other critical materials as part of a
wider effort to lessen reliance on specific countries,
especially China.

Leaders from Japan and the 27-nation EU plan to
release a joint statement endorsing the idea of clear,
strong, and sustainable supply chains during an
economic talk in Paris in early May. Japan has been
teaming up with allies and friendly nations to build
tougher supply chains for vital products, especially
with risks like Russia's war in Ukraine and China's
growing power.

The upcoming economic talk will see Japan's Foreign
Minister Yoko Kamikawa and Industry Minister Ken
Saito, alongside Valdis Dombrovskis from the EU,
discussing how to make the economy more secure.
China's growing presence in global markets,
particularly with cheap computer chips, electric cars,
and solar panels, has raised worries that Beijing might
use its economic strength to pressure other countries.
[Kyodo News]

Mongolia hopes to enter free trade
Agreement with EAEU by end of year

(fg) Mongolia hopes to have signed a temporary free
trade agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) by the end of 2024. This was stated by
Unubilegt Delgertsetseg, First State Secretary of the
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Mongolian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on April 25.
[TASS] [Akipress]

This intention was already announced in March of this
year at a meeting of the Eurasian Economic
Commission (see AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3). Since
2020, a research group had been commissioned by the
EAEU to examine the prospects and implementation of
such a free trade agreement between the Union and
Mongolia. [EAEU]

On April 15, the EAEU Council approved the research
group results and decided to start the negotiations,
which are scheduled to begin on May 8. [Interfax]

The EAEU is an international economic union in Eurasia
that its aim is to bring closer economic and political
integration of its member states. It was officially
established on January 1, 2015. The member states
include Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Russia.

Meeting between Mongolia and META to
enhance cooperation in cybersecurity and
child online protection

(fg) On April 22, the State Secretary of the Ministry of
Digital Development and Communication of Mongolia,
Battsetseg Bataa, received a delegation from US
internet company META, led by Senura Abeywardena,
Head of Public Policy in Central Asia, Mongolia, Sri
Lanka and Maldives.

The meeting discussed cooperation in the areas of
cyber security, cybercrime, personal data protection
and online protection of children. Cooperation in these
areas is to be further promoted. META has been
working with the Mongolian government since 2019.
[Montsame]

Bhutan, India, Nepal launch Greater
Himalayas Transboundary Conservation
Landscape Initiative

(Im) Bhutan, India, and Nepal have launched the
Greater Himalayas Transboundary Conservation
Landscape (GHTCL) Initiative, which aims to promote
resilience and well-being in mountain communities
while safeguarding biodiversity and mitigating climate
change impacts. The project targets zero loss of
natural habitat, stabilizing extinction of flagship
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species, and transitioning towards a zero-carbon
economy. [Kuensel]

Led by WWF offices in Bhutan, India, and Nepal, the
project seeks joint funding mechanisms, community-
based conservation models, and partnerships with
governments and financing institutions for successful
implementation.

India’'s external affairs minister slams
‘Western media’ for interference in
elections

(Im) India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
speaking at a forum in Hyderabad, criticized Western
media for what he perceived as interference in India's
democratic processes. He accused them of considering
themselves political players in Indian elections, citing
instances where they questioned the timing of
elections during heatwaves. Jaishankar expressed
confidence in India's electoral system, noting that even
in challenging conditions, voter turnout remained high
compared to Western countries. [mint]

Moreover, Jaishankar highlighted India's growing
prominence on the global stage, mentioning initiatives
like the G20 Summit where India successfully brokered
consensus despite initial skepticism from other
nations. He emphasized the interest from various
countries in connecting with and working with India,
showcasing India's increasing influence in international
affairs.

Sri Lanka greenlights transfer of Mattala
airport management to Russia, India

(Im) Sri Lanka's Cabinet of Ministers has approved the
management of Mattala Rajapaksa International
Airport to M/s Shaurya Aeronautics (Pvt.) Ltd from
India and the Airports of Regions Management
Company from Russia or its affiliated enterprises for a
period of 30 years. The decision follows the solicitation
of proposals from interested parties and the
submission of proposals by five institutions. The
resolution, put forth by the Minister of Ports, Shipping,
and Aviation, was consented to by the Cabinet, based
on the recommendations of the negotiation
committee. [Newsfirst]
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Japanese Foreign Minister to visit Nepal,
Sri Lanka

(Im) Yoko Kamikawa, the Foreign Minister of Japan, is
scheduled to visit Nepal and Sri Lanka next week as
part of her diplomatic tour to several countries aimed
at strengthening ties between the Global South and
like-minded countries, including the Group of Seven
nations. Her visit to Nepal and Sri Lanka is part of a
broader itinerary that includes stops in Madagascar,
Ivory Coast, Nigeria, and France from April 26 to May 6.
[myRepublica]

Pakistan’'s Prime Minister meets Saudi
crown prince, Kuwaiti emir at sidelines of
WEF event

(nw) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif travelled
to the Saudi capital Riyadh to attend a two-day special
meeting of the World Economic Forum. While in the
city, the premier also held separate engagements with
leaders from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the Islamic
Development Bank

Saudi Arabia

On April 28, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif met with
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Their
discussions encompassed a wide range of topics,
including bilateral relations, regional dynamics, and the
ongoing crisis in Gaza.

The meeting followed a meeting between the two
leaders in early April [see AiR No. 15, April/2024, 1].
That meeting was followed by a two-day visit to
Islamabad by Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan
Al-Saud, aimed at enhancing bilateral economic
cooperation and pushing forward previously agreed

recently, Saudi Arabia’s assistant minister of defense
also visited Pakistan [see AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4].

Against this backdrop, Sharif brought a high-powered
delegation to Riyadh to facilitate follow-up meetings on
investment opportunities. He reiterated an invitation
for the Saudi crown prince to visit Pakistan.
Additionally, Sharif met with Saudi ministers of finance,
investment, and industry, aiming to explore further
investment opportunities in Pakistan. Both countries
aim to strengthen their economic ties, with Saudi
Arabia reaffirming its commitment to a previously
discussed USD 5 billion investment package for
Pakistan. [Arab News]
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Kuwait

On April 28, Prime Minister Sharif met with Emir of
Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
discuss enhancing Pakistan-Kuwait ties into an
economic partnership. This meeting followed the
signing of trade and investment agreements worth
USD 10 billion between Pakistan and Kuwait during the
visit of caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.
Additionally, three memorandums of understanding
were signed in culture, environment, and sustainable
development. [Arab News]

Islamic Development Bank

On a separate development during his attendance in
forum, Prime Minister Sharif met with Muhammad
Sulaiman Al Jasser, the president of the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB), to discuss the bank’s ongoing
projects in the country. [Arab News]

Pakistani foreign minister, Digital
Cooperation Organization’s secretary-
general discuss cooperation

(Im) Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishag Dar met with Digital Cooperation
Organization (DCO) Secretary-General Deemah
AlYahya during the World Economic Forum meeting in
Riyadh. The DCO, an inter-governmental body, aims to
bridge the digital gap among member states, including
Pakistan. [Arab News]

Indonesia voices concern over US vote
against a UNSC resolution on Palestine’s
UN membership

(jb) Indonesian Vice President Ma'ruf Amin voiced deep
concern over the United States' recent vote against a
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolution
supporting full UN membership for Palestine. Speaking
to journalists in Bandung city, West Java, Amin
highlighted the disappointment felt by many countries
as most UNSC members backed the proposed
resolution. He also pointed to the escalating tensions
in the Middle East, particularly between Iran and Israel.

Indonesia has been making efforts to de-escalate the
conflict. Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi has been
lobbying her counterparts from various countries to
address the Iran-Israel conflict. Marsudi previously
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stated that both Indonesia and China share the same
stance on this issue, emphasizing the need to prevent
further escalation. [Antara News]

Indonesia urges EU to enhance a fair,
equal, and mutually beneficial
partnership

(jb) Indonesian Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Pahala
Nugraha Mansury has urged the European Union (EU)
to enhance a fair, equal, and mutually beneficial
partnership during a dialogue with representatives of
the Council of the EU's Working Party on Asia-Oceania
(COASI) in Jakarta.

The Vice Minister highlighted Indonesia's strategic role
and potential collaboration with the EU to navigate
economic challenges, reaffirming that Indonesia is not
aligned with various regional powers and is open to
fostering partnerships based on these principles.

Despite the strong connections between Indonesia and
the EU, the partnership remains unfulfilled, both
geopolitically and geoeconomically. Mansury proposed
innovative collaboration in sustainability, digital
economy, and innovative financing. He called for a
constructive approach to address partnership issues,
including finalizing the Indonesia-EU Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (IEU-CEPA) and
resolving disputes in the World Trade Organization
(WTO).

The COASI delegation, which includes representatives
from EU member states, aims to convey Indonesia's
crucial role to the EU and discuss complementarity
between the two economies, focusing on the IEU-CEPA
and shared principles of a rules-based international
order. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia]

In a separate statement, Indonesian Ambassador to
Germany accused the EU of “regulatory imperialism”,
referring to the EU regulation that requires countries
to certify their forest products against deforestation, a
measure that hits Indonesia’s considerable palm oil
exports. [DW]

In force since June last year, the EU's deforestation
regulation (EUDR) ensures that seven commodity
products, such as soy, beef, palm oil, wood, cocoa,
coffee and rubber, all of which are major drivers of
deforestation, will no longer be sold in the EU if they
are sourced from areas affected by deforestation or
forest degradation practices.
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Thailand advises migrant workers from
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar to leave
country by end of April

(Ivw) The Thai government issued a warning on April 19
advising migrant workers from Cambodia, Laos and
Myanmar to leave the country by the end of April, or
risk legal consequences and penalties of overstaying
their visa. The Thai governement explained that
migrant working visas from these three countries are
set to expire April 30, 2024.

Originally brought into the Thai workforce under a
four-year memorandum of understanding (MoU) on
increased labor mobility between Thailand and its
neighbors, the workers' contractual term ended on
January 1. However, the Thai government extended
their work permits until the end of April, encouraging
their Thai employers to submit re-employment
applications promptly, to help facilitate smooth return,
and subsequent reintegration into Thailand on new
working visas.

As the deadline approaches, the Labour Ministry's
Employment Department has been working with the
governments of neighboring countries to facilitate a
smooth transition for the migrant workers as they
navigate the immigration and labor regulations with
their Thai employers, and home countries. [Laotian
Times]

Thailand joins 17 countries in calling for
immediate release of hostages in Gaza

(msz) On April 25, Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin issued a joint statement calling for the
immediate release of hostages in Gaza together with
the leaders of 17 countries, whose citizens have been
missing or taken hostage in Gaza since the outbreak of
Israel-Hamas war on October 7, 2023. The 17 other
countries are Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Colombia, Denmark, France, Germany,
Hungary, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Spain, the
United Kingdom, and United States. [Khaosod English]
[Thai PBS World]

Philippines denies deal with China over
disputed South China Sea shoal
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(Im) The Philippines has categorically denied any
agreement with China regarding the ongoing maritime
dispute in the South China Sea, rebuffing such claims
as mere propaganda. The denial comes in response to
statements made by an official at Beijing's embassy in
Manila, who suggested on April 18 that the two nations
had agreed earlier in the year to a "new model" for
managing tensions at the Second Thomas Shoal.
[Reuters]

Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro firmly
refuted these assertions, stating that his department
has neither knowledge of nor involvement in any
internal agreement with China since President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. assumed office in 2022. Teodoro
clarified that Philippine defense officials have not
engaged in discussions with Chinese counterparts
since the previous year. Using a similar language,
National Security Adviser Eduardo Afio demands proof
of any alleged deals with China, emphasizing the
necessity for formal treaties ratified by the Senate.
[Philippine News Agency]

Meanwhile, a high-ranking National Security Council
(NSC) official asserts that the Philippines will not
entertain any agreement that acknowledges China's
claim over Ayungin Shoal in the West Philippine Sea
(WPS). NSC Assistant Director General Jonathan Malaya
emphasizes that such agreements would be seen as
acquiescence to China's control, violating Philippine
sovereignty and international law. [Philippines News
Agency]

The ongoing dispute at the Second Thomas Shoal, a
submerged reef within the Philippines' exclusive
economic zone but also claimed by China, has seen
repeated clashes between the two nations. The
Philippines has accused China of obstructing
maneuvers and using water cannons to disrupt supply
missions to Filipino soldiers stationed in a grounded
naval ship since 1999, a move intended to bolster its
maritime claims.

Separately, thirty-four local government units (LGUs)
have pledged their support to uphold Philippine
sovereignty in the West Philippine Sea (WPS) amidst
China's aggressive actions, according to Department of
the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Secretary
Benjamin Abalos Jr. The LGUs expressed solidarity
during the DILG's National Summit for the WPS,
focusing on securing the country's interests in coastal
areas. [Philippine News Agency]
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United States Congress likely to
reauthorize GSP scheme in 2024

(Im) The United States Congress is expected to approve
the revival of the Generalized Scheme of Preferences
(GSP) "possibly before November," according to the
Philippine Embassy in the US. Ambassador Jose
Manuel Romualdez mentioned that American
companies, including those based in the Philippines,
have been lobbying for the reauthorization of the trade
preference program. [Philippine News Agency]

The GSP provides duty-free access to eligible products
from 119 designated beneficiary countries, including
the Philippines. The last reauthorization of the US GSP
scheme was in 2017, and it expired in 2020. US
Representative Adrian Smith has introduced the GSP
Reform Act, aiming to reauthorize the program until
Dec. 31, 2030, proposing significant reforms.

The Philippines has benefited from the GSP program,
with exports to the US valued at approximately USD
1.59 billion. Top Philippine GSP exports include
telescopic sights for rifles, non-alcoholic beverages,
and electrical machinery parts.

First exercise of the annual military
exercise “Balikantan” with Filipino, US
and French participation completed

(ms) The first military drill of the annual “Balikantan”
military exercise, involving besides the Philippines and
the United States for the first time France, concluded
on Monday off the coast of Palawan province.

The Philippine Navy's ocean patrol vessel BRP Ramon
Alcaraz (PS-16) and landing dock BRP Davao Del Sur
(LD-602), the U.S. Navy's landing dock USS Harpers
Ferry (LSD-49) and the French Navy's Floreal-class
frigate FS Vendemiaire (FFH-734) actively participated
in the exercises, which began on April 25.

Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) vessels
were reportedly observed tailing Philippine, American,
and French warships participating in the drills.

This year's Balikantan began on April 22 and runs for 3
weeks until May 10, and holds special significance due
to the inclusion of naval exercises that extend beyond
Philippine territorial waters for the first time. France
and Australia have joined the exercises, indicating a
strengthening of defense ties with Manila in light of
China's assertive posturing in the South China Sea
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(read more AIR No. 17, April/2024, 4). [Philippine News
Agency] [The Manila Times]

European Union opens exploratory talks
with Singapore on association to Horizon
Europe

(Ib) The European Commission has initiated early-stage
talks with Singapore regarding Singapore's potential
association with Horizon Europe, the EU's research and
innovation program. These discussions aim to
establish the main parameters and principles of a
future association agreement.

Following discussions with South Korea, Canada, and
New Zealand, who have already negotiated
association, and ongoing talks with Japan, Singapore is
now engaged in exploratory discussions with the EU.
While this marks progress from previous informal
talks, both sides will delve into technical discussions
before deciding on official negotiations.

The move, announced after meetings between EU and
Singaporean officials in Paris, underscores the EU's aim
to ally with global leaders in research and innovation.
However, Singapore's potential association could face
scrutiny due to concerns over human rights and
democratic institutions, as highlighted by international
rights watchdogs like Amnesty International and echoed
by observers. Nonetheless, Brussels has signaled
openness, indicating that an internal assessment didn't
conflict with Horizon Europe's democracy provisions.
[Science Business]

Bangladesh, China announce first-ever
joint military exercise

(tg) Plans for the first-ever joint military exercise
involving the forces of Bangladesh and China has
drawn curiosity and intrigue from neighboring India
and the United States. Set to commence in early May,
the training will center on United Nations
peacekeeping anti-terrorism operations. The program
aims to foster cooperation between the two forces
through activities such as hostage rescue exercises and
counter-terrorism drills. [China Military] [United News
Bangladesh]
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Bangladesh, Myanmar exchange prisoners
amidst heavy fighting in Rakhine province

(tg) Bangladesh and Myanmar exchanged hundreds of
their citizens from custody over two days last week,
following a deal reached between the two countries.
Bangladesh repatriated 288 members of Myanmar's
Border Guard Police and other security agencies on
April 25, after Myanmar on April 24 released 173
Bangladeshi nationals, mostly fishermen. [Voice of
America] [Daily Star]

This was the second such incident of Myanmar border
police and officials escaping to Bangladesh in as many
months. In February, 330 Myanmar members of
Myanmar's security forces were returned to the
country, with no deal being made in exchange for
Bangladeshi prisoners.

The backdrop of these escapes is the protracted
conflict in Myanmar’s Rakhine province, where fighting
between Myanmar's military and the Arakan Army - an
ethnic armed organization fighting for greater
autonomy for the ethnic Rakhine people - has been
ongoing. The conflict has led to displacement and
humanitarian concerns, exacerbating tensions along
the Bangladesh-Myanmar border.

In this context, Bangladesh's decision to repatriate the
Myanmar security personnel has sparked debate and
raised questions about its diplomatic approach and
strategic interests. While Bangladesh has emphasized
humanitarian considerations and the desire to
maintain peace along the border, some analysts and
human rights groups have criticized the move as a
missed opportunity.

Critics argue that Bangladesh could have used the
repatriation as leverage to address the Rohingya crisis
more effectively. The repatriation of Myanmar officials,
they argue, could have been contingent upon
Myanmar's commitment to address the root causes of
the Rohingya refugee crisis and ensure the safe return
of Rohingya refugees currently residing in Bangladesh.

Furthermore, concerns have been raised about the
accountability of the repatriated Myanmar officials for
any potential involvement in human rights abuses,
particularly against the Rohingya population. Human
rights organizations have called for investigations into
their actions and raised questions about their role in
the broader context of human rights violations in
Myanmar.
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Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Hasina
concludes six-day visit to Thailand

(tg) Bangladesh’s prime minister, Hasina Sheikh, on
April 25 met with the Thai royal family during an official
visit to Thailand. Earlier on the same day, Hasina
addressed the 80th Session of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UN ESCAP). [Business Standard]

On April 26, Hasina held bilateral talks with her Thai
counterpart Srettha Thavisin. The discussions focused
on initiating Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations
to boost trade and investment, particularly in
processed food and Halal products. They also
addressed connectivity between Chittagong Port and
Ranong Port, cooperation in medical tourism, and
humanitarian assistance for Rohingyas in Myanmar.
Additionally, they discussed collaboration within the
framework of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC), a regional organization that joins
Bangladesh and Thailand with Bhutan, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. [Foreign Affairs
Ministry Thailand]

Following the meeting, important agreements were
signed, including visa exemption for holders of official
passports and a memorandum of understanding on
energy cooperation, along with three other documents
related to trade, tourism, and customs cooperation.
[The Daily Star]

United States wants Bangladesh to
become ‘net security provider’ in the
region

(tg) Maxwell Martin, Indo-Pacific Strategy Officer at the
United States embassy in Bangladesh, disclosed that as
part of its Indo-Pacific Strategy, Washington aims for
the Bangladesh Armed Forces to become a "net
security provider in the region." This involves assisting
Bangladesh in achieving its Forces Goal 2030,
enhancing security, responding to disasters, and
increasing involvement in UN peacekeeping missions.
[Business Standard]

Martin highlighted that the Indo-Pacific Strategy has
brought a renewed focus on Bangladesh, leading to
increased engagement across economic, political, and
security fronts. He also noted similarities between
Bangladesh's Indo-Pacific outlook and the US strategy,
with a key difference lying in the interpretation of "free
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and open," which the US extends to both regional and
domestic political systems. The strategy also focuses
on promoting labor rights, free and fair elections, and
strengthening economic ties between Bangladesh and
the US.

Martin clarified that the strategy is not aimed at
countering China but rather envisions a free and open
Indo-Pacific region. He emphasized that the US views
its relations with Bangladesh independently, without
reference to other countries like India.

Cambodia to support Turkey in
developing relations with ASEAN

(Ivw) Turkey is seeking Cambodia's support to
strengthen its ties with ASEAN countries, aiming for
closer cooperation across the region. Ankara made this
request during a meeting between President of the
Cambodian Senate Hun Sen and Ambassador of
Turkey to Cambodia Ulkii Kocaefe on April 29 that
focused on enhancing bilateral relations.

Kocaefe emphasized the growing relations between
the two countries, particularly in education, tourism
and trade. He noted the positive progress in bilateral
trade and expressed confidence in achieving an
increased trade target of USD 1 billion. They also
discussed enhancing tourism and people-to-people
revelations through exchanges and educational
opportunities.

Hun Sen expressed his commitment to enhancing the
relationship between the Cambodian Senate and
Turkish parliament.

The leaders also discussed Turkey's EU membership,
regional and international issues such the Russia-
Ukraine and Middle Eastern conflicts.

Last year Prime Minister Hun Manet affirmed
Cambodia's determination to deepen cooperation with
Turkey in various sectors, including defense,
education, agriculture, tourism, and trade, with plans
for joint military exercises in the future. [Khmer Times]

Cambodian crime-fighting efforts
supported by Switzerland and Germany

(Ivw) Cambodia aims to strengthen and expand
cooperation with Switzerland and Germany, both of
which have reaffirmed their support for Cambodia in
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tackling crime and security threats, as confirmed by
Cambodian Minister of Interior Sar Sokha who
wrapped up his meetings in Switzerland and Germany
last week from April 20 to 27 with the Swiss foreign
minister and the Bavarian state minister for foreign
affairs. The discussions focused on expanding
cooperation in various sectors, including governance,
health, education, and agriculture. [Khmer Times]

U.S. Secretary of State Blinken'’s visit to
China

(yg/jm) Last week U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken traveled to China for bilateral talks on April 25-
26. The visit marks the latest in a string of high-level
exchanges between the two countries. It is Blinken's
second visit to China within ten months following the
first in June (see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3) that resumed
high-level contacts after they had been frozen in the
wake of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan
visit in August 2022.

In his meeting with Chinese Communist Party
Committee Secretary of Shanghai Chen Jining on April
25 in Shanghai, Blinken expressed concerns about
China's trade policies and non-market economic
practices. Emphasizing the need for healthy economic
competition between the two countries, he urged
Beijing to called to provide a level playing field for
American businesses in the country. In response, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry later in the day insisted that
China has always conducted economic and trade
cooperation based on market principles and expressed
hope that the US would respect the principle of fair
competition. And “abide by WTO rules and work with
China to create favourable conditions for the sound
and steady development of China-US economic and
trade relations.” [Reuters 1] [Foreign Ministry, China 1,
in Chinese]

Blinken continued his visit in Beijing on April 26, where
he first met with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.
Wang acknowledged that U.S.-China relations have
generally stabilized but cautioned against negative
factors that test the relationship. He specifically cited
U.S. measures aimed at suppressing China's economy,
trade, science, and technology, urging the U.S. to cease
tariffs. Wang also raised concerns about U.S. actions in
the Asia Pacific region, particularly regarding Taiwan,
and advised against crossing China's red lines.

In response, Blinken reiterated the U.S.'s commitment
to the one-China policy and clarified that the U.S. does
not seek to decouple from China. However, he
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emphasized the U.S.'s determination to safeguard its
rights and prevent the misuse of advanced U.S.
technologies to undermine national security and the
economy, while avoiding undue restrictions on trade
or investment. Moreover, Blinken reiterated

concerns about China's trade practices, including
industrial overcapacity in key industries such as solar
panels and electric vehicles. He emphasized the
negative impact of China's overproduction on global
markets and stressed the need for fair competition.
[Foreign Ministry, China 2, in Chinese] [U.S.
Department of State]

Despite these differences, Wang and Blinken agreed to
stabilize and strengthen the U.S.-China relationship by
adhering to the consensus on maintaining open
communication channels, established by President
Biden and President Xi Jinping during their November
2023 meeting in San Francisco (see AiR No. 47,
November/2023, 3). They also pledged to sustain high-
level contacts and engagement, foster people-to-
people exchanges, and enhance dialogue on artificial
intelligence between the two nations. [Foreign
Ministry, China 3, in Chinese]

In the subsequent meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Xi expressed China's willingness to maintain a
stable relationship with the U.S. China. While
expressing his hopes to see a confident, open, and
prosperous United States, Xi made clear that he also
expects the U.S. to take a positive view of China's
development.

Blinken, for his part, assured Xi that the US would
maintain and strengthen communication with China
and handle differences responsibly to avoid any
misunderstandings or miscalculations. However, he
also raised concerns over the erosion of Hong Kong's
autonomy and democracy as well as over human rights
violations in Xinjiang and Tibet. Additionally, he
emphasized the importance of maintaining the
international rules-based order and freedom of
navigation in the South China Sea, expressing worries
on China’s actions in the South China Sea. [CNN]
[Foreign Ministry, China 4, in Chinese] [U.S.
Department of State]

During the press conference at the end of the visit,
Blinken furthermore expressed concerns over China's
support for Russia’s war against Ukraine but didn't
respond about whether the US would impose
sanctions on China’s support for Russia. [Reuters 2]

Blinken'’s visit has brought no major breakthroughs, as
China-US relations remain deeply entrenched in
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tensions and strategic competition. Nonetheless, both
sides expressed a shared commitment to stabilizing
bilateral ties, aiming to prevent further deterioration.

China criticizes US military aid to Taiwan

(jm) On April 24, the US approved of a USD 95 billion
military aid package, which includes provisions for
Taiwan and sparked mixed reactions from China and
Taiwan. China strongly criticized the aid to Taiwan,
viewing it as a provocative move that escalates
tensions in the region. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the PRC]

The mainland's Taiwan Affairs Office condemns the
aid, stating that it violates US commitments to China
and sends the wrong signal to pro-independence
forces in Taiwan. [AP News]

Meanwhile on the other hand, Taiwan's President-elect
Lai Ching-te views the aid positively, emphasizing its
role in enhancing regional stability and US-Taiwan
relations. [Office of the President, Republic of China
(Taiwan)] However, Taiwan has expressed concerns
about delays in the delivery of US weapons amid the
focus on supplying Ukraine. [Reuters]

The ongoing military buildup and frequent Chinese
military activities around Taiwan continue to
exacerbate tensions, with both sides expressing
opposing views on the implications of increased US-
Taiwan military cooperation.

Chinese and U.S. military officials hold
discussions

(yq) Chinese naval commander Admiral Hu Zhongming
and political commissar Yuan Huazhi engaged in
discussions separately with Admiral Stephen Koehler
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet from April 21 to 24 during the
Western Pacific naval symposium in Qingdao, China
this week.

Recent engagements, including a phone call between
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Chinese
Defense Minister Dong Jun on April 16 (see AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4), underscore efforts to maintain stability
in bilateral military ties. These are the outcomes of a
meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S.
President Joe Biden in San Francisco in November
2023, during which both sides agreed to resume
military communications. [Reuters]
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Meanwhile, China has expressed concerns over
perceived efforts by the U.S. and Japan to bolster
military collaboration. Chinese Ministry of National
Defense warned on April 25 against the formation of
alliances targeting China, emphasizing the importance
of regional peace and stability. [Ministry of National
Defense, China, in Chinese]

This warning came after Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida delivered a speech at the US Congress,
emphasizing the importance of strengthening military
cooperation with the US against China (see AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4).

China hints at retaliation over U.S.
legislation on Taiwan and TikTok

(yq) On April 28, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
responded to the US's foreign aid which provides arms
support to Taiwan, and another legislation bill that
could ban TikTok in the United States.

The Bills, signed into law on April 24 by U.S. President
Biden, would provide USD 8 billion to Taiwan to
counter China’s military threat. Another bill tied to the
aid legislation would ban TikTok in the United States if
its owner, the Chinese tech firm ByteDance, fails to
divest the popular short video app over the next nine
months to a year. [Reuters]

The Chinese foreign ministry warned against
implementing the "negative, China-related" aspects of
the legislation, hinting at resolute actions to defend
China's security and development interests. [Foreign
Ministry, China, in Chinese]

China extends tariff exemptions for
certain US imports until November

(yq) The Chinese Ministry of Finance announced on
April 29 that China will extend the tariff exemptions for
imports of some U.S. products until November 30. The
exemptions set to expire on April 30 will be replaced
with additional exemptions effective May 1. [Ministry
of Finance, China, in Chinese]

This follows China extending on December 22 an
extension until 31 July 2024 of the tariff exemption for
some US goods destined for China. (see AiR No. 1,
January/2024, 1)
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Chinese, French militaries sign inter-
theatre cooperation and dialogue
mechanism

(dqgl) During a meeting between General Wang Xiubin,
Commander of the Chinese PLA Southern Theater
Command, and visiting Rear Admiral Geoffroy
d'Andigné, Commander of the Pacific Ocean and
French Polynesian maritime zones, on April 25, China
and France signed a framework document to establish
a maritime and aerial cooperation and dialogue
mechanism between the two militaries' theaters.

The two sides also discussed inter-theater
communication and cooperation, the international and
regional security situation and other issues of common
concern.

The agreement comes ahead of Chinese President Xi
Jinping's upcoming visit to France this week where he
will meet French President Emmanuel Macron (see
article in this edition). It also comes as France joint the
US and the Philippines in the first military drill of the
annual “Balikantan” military exercise, which concluded
on April 29 (see article in this edition). [China Military]
[South China Morning Post]

India explores overseas partnerships to
boost lithium processing industry to avoid
dependence on China

(yq) With China currently holding approximately two
thirds of the world's lithium processing capacity and
being the source of around 70-80 percent of India's
lithium imports and 70 percent of its lithium-ion
imports, New Delhi is exploring partnerships with
various countries to strengthen its lithium mining and
Electrical Vehicles (EV) industries. Through talks with
countries like Australia, the United States, and others,
India is hoping to secure technical support for lithium
processing, which is crucial for its domestic EV sector.

India's efforts to develop a lithium mining industry
align with its goal of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and decreasing its dependence on oil. Indian
companies are bidding for blocks and seeking
international collaboration to establish refining plants.

Analysts have cautioned that it will take some time to
achieve commercial production of lithium in India due
to the challenges in ore processing and infrastructure.
[Reuters] [East Asia Forum]
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China condemns EU’s inspections of
Nuctech as an unfair treatment

(yq) Reflecting strained relations between the
European Union (EU) and China, EU competition
regulators conducted surprise inspections on offices of
Nuctech, a Chinese company that produces scanning
equipment for airports and border crossings. The
inspections took place at the company's offices in
Poland and the Netherlands.

The European Commission described as part of a
preliminary investigation into potential market
distortions caused by foreign subsidies, in line with
regulations adopted last year.

The Chinese mission to the EU criticized the move,
stating that the unannounced inspections undermine
the positive atmosphere of trade cooperation and
weaken confidence in the EU's business environment.
[Mission of the People’s Republic of China to Europe]

The China Chamber of Commerce to the EU echoed
similar sentiments, expressing dissatisfaction with the
raids and accusing the European side of using
regulations to suppress Chinese companies operating
in Europe. [China Chamber of Commerce to the EU, in
Chinese]

Nuctech, for its part, has pledged to cooperate with the
authorities and defend its reputation as an
independent economic operator. [Aljazeera] [CNN]

China condemns British prime minister's
accusations of authoritarianism

(yq) During a meeting with NATO's Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg and Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tuskin in Warsaw on April 23, British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak referred to China as an authoritarian state
and included China, along with Russia, Iran, and North
Korea, to the "axis of authoritarian states."

He also criticized the relationship between China and
Russia and pointed out that China has conducted
malicious cyber campaign against British Members of
Parliament as British authorities arrested two men on
April 22 for spying on behalf of China (see AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4). [UK Government]

In response, the Chinese Embassy in the UK
condemned Sunak's accusations against China and
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firmly rejected his “cold war” rhetoric, claiming that it
was an excuse for the UK the expand its military
expenditure.

China also criticized other actions of the UK such as
supplying offensive weapons in Ukraine and opposing
ceasefire resolutions at the UN Security Council
regarding Gaza, suggesting a disregard for
international peace and justice. [Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China in the United Kingdom]
[Global Times]

Suspected China spy arrested in Germany

(jm) On April 23, German police arrested Jian G., an
aide to Maximilian Krah, a member of the European
parliament of the far-right Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party. Jian G. is accused of passing information
about European Parliament negotiations to Chinese
intelligence services and spying on Chinese opposition
members in Germany. Krah denied prior knowledge of
his assistant's activities, and the European Parliament
suspended Jian G. pending further investigation.
[Politico]

The arrest occurred shortly after German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz visited China to discuss the war in Ukraine
and bilateral trade (see AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4).
Shortly after the arrest, during a press conference with
British Prime Minster Rishi Sunak at the Chancellery in
Berlin, Scholz emphasized the seriousness of the
charges and pledged to ensure that those responsible
face trial. He stated that spying by any foreign country
is unacceptable, highlighting recent arrests as a
reminder of the ongoing threat posed by China.

[Reuters]

This incident follows the arrest of three German and
two British nationals suspected of espionage activities
for China in Germany and the UK respectively (see AR
No. 17, April/2024, 4), prompting calls for stricter
security measures against foreign influence in EU
democracy and institutions. [DW]

In a related development, German Ambassador
Patricia Flor was summoned on April 25 by Chinese
authorities following the arrest of four Germans
suspected of spying for China. The ambassador
emphasized Germany's zero-tolerance policy towards
espionage and reaffirmed the independence of the
investigation process, adding that the incidents have
heightened concerns about Chinese espionage in
Germany and sparked tension between the two
nations.
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In response, the Chinese Foreign Ministry dismissed
the accusations as attempts to smear China and urged
Germany to abandon a "cold war mentality." [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

Belgian Foreign Affairs Committee
chairperson reveals hacking incident by
Chinese spies

(jm) On April 25, Els Van Hoof, the chairperson of the
Belgian parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee,
revealed to a public broadcaster that her laptop was
hacked by Chinese spies in 2021. This disclosure adds
to the growing concerns about Chinese espionage
activities in Europe (see article above).

Van Hoof learned about the cyber-attack through an
FBI report received last month, three years after the
incident occurred. Approximately 400 members of the
Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China (IPAC), a British
organization critical of China, were targeted in the
attack, including Van Hoof.

Van Hoof highlighted instances of intimidation,
including letters from industry and the Chinese
embassy, as well as the cancellation of a committee
hearing on the Uyghur ethnic minority. Despite a
security check by Belgian state security services in
September 2021, no suspicious activity was detected
on Van Hoof's laptop.

The incident underscores heightened tensions
between Western powers and China over alleged state-
backed hacking activities, with Beijing denying all
accusations. [Reuters]

Pro-China camp fails to secure majority in
Solomon Island elections

(jm) On April 23, Solomon Islands’ parliamentary
elections resulted in neither the proponents nor the
opponents of a security pact with China securing a
majority. Due to incumbent Prime Minister Manasseh
Sogavare's security pact with China in 2022 (see AiR
No. 17, April/2022, 4) that drew the Pacific Islands
closer to Beijing, this election was closely watched by
China, the US, and Australia.

Sogavare's Ownership, Unity and Responsibility (OUR)
Party won 15 seats, while the opposition Coalition for
Accountability Reform and Empowerment (CARE)
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gained 13 seats. Prominent opposition parties like the
Solomon Islands United Party, led by Peter Kenilorea
Jr., gained seven seats. Independents and smaller
parties hold the remaining 15 seats. [Nikkei Asia]

Despite a narrow victory in his own constituency,
Sogavare remains in control during the post-election
period and emphasizes his authority over security
matters. In the upcoming weeks, the newly elected
members of parliament will divide themselves into
coalitions to select the next prime minister, who will
determine the nature of Solomon Islands’ diplomatic
ties with China and the continuation or termination of
the country's security pact with China. [Reuters]

Vladimir Putin plans may visit to China

(jm) On April 25, Russian President Vladimir Putin
announced his intention to visit China in May. This visit
is anticipated to mark the first overseas trip of Putin's
new six-year term, following his reelection in March.
Putin's last visit to China occurred in October 2023.

In February 2022, Putin and Chinese President Xi
Jinping signed a "no limits" partnership agreement
shortly before Russia's war in Ukraine (see AiR No. 7,
February/2022, 3).

Amid escalating sanctions from Western nations in
response to the war, diplomatic and trade relations
with Beijing have become increasingly crucial for
Moscow.

Notably, when asked to confirm the May visit, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry was unable to do so and
stated they had no information to share. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the PRC] [Reuters]

Chinese coast guard and Japanese
politician vessels confront over disputed
islands in East China Sea

(yq) On April 28, the Chinese Coast Guard vessels
confronted Japanese lawmakers near the disputed
islands Diaoyu/Senkaku in the East China Sea.

The Japanese former Defense Minister Tomomi Inada
led a group on an inspection mission organized by the
city of Ishigaki in Okinawa prefecture. It was the first
official visit to the disputed area by a Japanese
lawmaker since 2013, amidst ongoing tensions
between the two countries which were further
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exacerbated by Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida's recent speech in the US Congress in which he
emphasized the importance of strengthening military
cooperation with the US against China.

In response, Chinese vessels taking unspecified law
enforcement actions, according to the Chinese
embassy in Tokyo which lodged solemn
representations accusing Japan of infringement and
provocation, urging Japan to manage contradictions
through dialogue and consultation and to avoid further
escalation of the situation. [Embassy of the People’s
Republic of China in Japan, in Chinese]

The Japanese coast guard, meanwhile, attempted to
repel the Chinese coast guard. [Reuters]

India, Japan discuss developments in
disarmament

(fd) On April 24, India and Japan engaged in discussions
on disarmament, non-proliferation, and export control
during the 10th Round of India-Japan Consultations
held in Tokyo. Top officials from both countries
exchanged views on various aspects including nuclear,
chemical, and biological disarmament, outer space
security, conventional weapons, and export control.
The Indian delegation was led by Muanpuii Saiawi, Joint
Secretary (Disarmament and International Security
Affairs), while the Japanese delegation was headed by
Katsuro Kitagawa, Director General for Disarmament,
Non-proliferation, and Science Department. [The
Indian Express]

Iran’s Defense Minister meets India’s
Defense Secretary

(Im) Iran's Defense Minister Brigadier General
Mohammad Reza Ashtiani met with Indian Defense
Secretary Giridhar Aramane in Astana, Kazakhstan,
during the 21st session of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Defense Ministers. Ashtiani
emphasized the potential for Iran-India defense
cooperation to enhance regional security, citing their
strategic locations. He urged collaboration to counter
the resurgence of Daesh and discuss Afghan
developments. [PressTV]
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Germany allows India to buy small arms
from its firms

(fd) In a move underscoring Germany's commitment to
strengthening its relationship with India, Berlin has
granted New Delhi a license to purchase small arms
from German companies, marking a significant
relaxation in its policy. Additionally, Germany has
simplified licensing requirements for the sale of
military equipment to India. [Times of India] [The
Hindu]

German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius' visit to India
last year provided a renewed thrust to the bilateral
defense partnership. The first German defense
minister to visit the South Asian country since 2015,
Pistorius is in favor of making defense cooperation and
weapons deals with India easier by treating the
country as a strategic partner like Australia or Japan.
[AIR No. 23, June/2023, 1]

In March, the German ambassador to India, Philipp
Ackermann, said in an interview in March that there is
now a "clear political will" in Berlin to improve defense
ties with New Delhi, calling it a "huge paradigm shift."
These remarks came after the defense secretaries of
both countries held talks in Berlin at the end of
February over developing defense cooperation, the
security situation in the Indo-Pacific and possible joint
exercises in the region.

The German air force is now slated to take part in the
Tarang Shakti multilateral drills hosted by the Indian
air force in August, along with France, the United
States and other countries. Additionally, in October, a
German naval frigate and a combat support ship are
scheduled to visit India's western state of Goa and
engage in exercises with the Indian Navy.

Separately, Germany and Spain are competing in
India's Project-75I tender for six conventional
submarines, with Germany presenting a government-
to-government proposal. Germany is satisfied with the
evaluation process and plans to discuss the proposal
further once the evaluation is complete.

Indian intelligence service involved in two
assassination plots in Canada, United
States, news report claims

(Im) The reported involvement of Indian intelligence in
assassination plots targeting individuals in both
Canada and the United States has sparked significant
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concern, with the White House viewing it as a "serious
matter”. According to sources cited in The Washington
Post, an officer within India's intelligence service
allegedly played a direct role in a thwarted scheme to
assassinate a prominent critic of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who resides in the United States.
Additionally, this same individual is purportedly linked
to the shooting death of a Sikh activist in Canada last
June. [The Washington Post]

In response to these allegations, New Delhi has labeled
the report as containing "unwarranted and
unsubstantiated imputations on a serious matter" and
has asserted that an investigation into the claims is
underway.

This development presents a delicate diplomatic
challenge for both India and the Biden administration.
On one hand, they seek to cultivate closer ties,
especially in light of mutual apprehensions regarding
China's expanding influence. On the other hand, the
allegations of Indian involvement in these
assassination plots could strain relations and
undermine trust between the two nations.

Of note, the report by The Washington Post follows on
reporting by the British newspaper The Guardian,
which shed light on a disturbing strategy of targeted
assassinations in Pakistan allegedly carried out by
India's Research & Analysis Wing (RAW). The aim was to
eliminate individuals deemed hostile to India,
particularly Sikh separatists associated with the
Khalistan movement, along with those linked to
militant groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed, or acting as handlers for Kashmiri
militants. Despite detailed documentation implicating
India in nearly 20 killings since 2020, Indian authorities
vehemently deny these allegations, dismissing them as
propaganda. [AIR No. 15, April/2024, 2]

India summons Canada deputy high
commissioner over Khalistan slogans at
event attended by Trudeau

(fd) India has summoned the Canadian Deputy High
Commissioner to express strong disapproval over the
incident involving pro-Khalistan slogans being raised at
a public event in Toronto, attended by Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau. The event, which coincided
with celebrations of Khalsa Day - a significant Sikh
festival celebrated annually -, witnessed chants of
"Khalistan Zindabad" as Trudeau, along with other
prominent figures like opposition leader Pierre
Poilievre and New Democratic Party leader Jagmeet
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Singh, addressed the gathering. [The Indian Express]
[Times of India]

This incident has further strained bilateral relations
between India and Canada, which have already been
under strain since Trudeau's allegations regarding
India's alleged involvement in the killing of Sikh
separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Indonesian, US military commanders
discuss security cooperation

(jb) General Charles Flynn, Commanding General of the
US Army Pacific Command, met with General Agus
Subiyanto, Commander of the Indonesian Armed
Forces, and General Maruli Simanjuntak, Chief of Staff
of the Indonesian Army, during his visit to Indonesia
from April 21-23.

Discussions centered on enhancing the security
partnership between the two nations, marking a
cornerstone of their 75 years of diplomatic ties
celebrated throughout 2024. The meetings, held at
Indonesian Military Headquarters and Army
Headquarters in Jakarta, emphasized cooperation to
strengthen military collaboration and regional security
efforts. [US Embassy & Consultates in Indonesia]

Indonesia and Iran forge agricultural
technology partnership

(jb) Indonesia and Iran have joined hands to enhance
Indonesia's agricultural sector through collaborative
technological and scientific endeavors aimed at
bolstering food productivity sustainably.

During a meeting in Jakarta on April 30, Iranian
Ambassador to Indonesia Mohammad Boroujerdi
highlighted Iran's expertise in cutting-edge irrigation
and food preservation technologies. Boroujerdi
emphasized Iran's possession of advanced machinery
for production, planting, and preservation, as well as
innovative water propulsion systems.

Both nations aim to strengthen food productivity
through mechanization, pumping systems, and
utilizing swamp lands. Boroujerdi expressed Iran's
readiness to facilitate food import and export
exchanges, particularly in the horticulture sector,
offering quality fruits that complement Indonesia's
market.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-trr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-try/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-trj/

Indonesian Minister of Agriculture Andi Amran
Sulaiman acknowledged Iran's technological prowess
in agricultural production enhancement. Sulaiman
outlined Indonesia's focus on increasing rice and corn
production, emphasizing the importance of swift
solutions to challenges like El Nino through advanced
pumping technology and swamp land utilization.

Sulaiman expressed optimism that collaboration with
Iran would contribute to Indonesia's journey towards
food self-sufficiency, envisioning Indonesia as a global
food provider within the next two years. [Antara News]

Indonesia, Vietham strengthen bilateral
ties at fifth JCBC meeting

(jb) Vietnamese Minister of Foreign Affairs Bui Thanh
Son and his Indonesian counterpart Retno Marsudi co-
chaired the fifth meeting of the Vietnam-Indonesia
Joint Commission on Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC) on
April 24.

Son praised Indonesia's successful general election
and expressed confidence in its future development,
aiming to become a developed country by 2045.
Minister Marsudi emphasized Indonesia's commitment
to enhancing its strategic partnership with Vietnam,
highlighting Vietnam's role in the recent ASEAN Future
Forum.

The ministers agreed to intensify all-level exchanges,
reinforce existing cooperation mechanisms, and speed
up the 2024-2028 action plan. They aim to deepen
political trust and broaden cooperation across various
sectors.

With bilateral trade reaching USD 14 billion in 2023
and growing 20 percent annually to USD 3.6 billion in
Q1 2024, both countries target a two-way trade of USD
18 billion by 2028. They plan to facilitate early
meetings of the Joint Commission on economic
cooperation and promote trade activities to expand
market access for businesses.

Both sides committed to enhancing collaboration in
national defence-security, combating cross-border
crimes, and promoting cooperation in agriculture,
education, and tourism. They also reaffirmed their
support for ASEAN's principles on the East Sea issue to
maintain regional stability based on international law,
including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
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The next meeting is set to take place in Indonesia in
2026. [Vietnam Plus]

US Secretary of Defense holds phone
conversation with Indonesian counterpart

(jb) US Secretary of Defense Lloyd | Austin Ill recently
held a phone conversation with Indonesia's Defense
Minister and President-elect Prabowo Subianto to
discuss the U.S.-Indonesia defense relationship and
global security issues.

Affirming the importance of Indonesia’s military
modernization, Austin and Prabowo discussed plans to
enhance interoperability through increased
cooperation in air and maritime defense capabilities.

Austin expressed gratitude for Indonesia’s recent
humanitarian aid airdrop in Gaza, acknowledging
Indonesia's leadership on global issues. [US Indo-
Pacific Command]

Subianto, for his part, reaffirmed Indonesia’s
“commitment to advancing the mutual interests of our
two great nations,” and to enhancing close bilateral
cooperation on strategic issues.” [X.com]

Indonesia and UAE sign MoU on plastic
waste cooperation

(jb) Indonesia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to
collaborate on reducing plastic waste leakage into
Indonesian waters.

The agreement was signed by officials from Indonesia'’s
Coordinating Ministry for Maritime Affairs and
Investment and the Emirati Ministry of Climate Change
and Environment in Abu Dhabi on April 23.4

Since 2018, Indonesia has reduced plastic waste
leakage by 42 percent and aims to further cut waste by
70 percent. Indonesia emphasized the importance of
infrastructure improvement, technology utilization,
and societal behavior change in achieving these goals.

The MoU was signed on the sidelines of the Asian
Venture Philanthropy Network Global Conference. The
UAE has been invited to participate in the 10th World
Water Forum in Bali and both countries are preparing
for the groundbreaking ceremony of the Mohamed bin
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Zayed - Joko Widodo International Mangrove Research
Center. [Antara News]

US to deploy aircraft carrier in Japan

(sh) On April 24, the U.S. military announced that the
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier George Washington
will be set to depart from Virginia to replace the Ronald
Reagan at the Yokosuka naval base near Tokyo.

Having served at the base from 2008 to 2015, the
George Washington was scheduled to leave Naval
Station Norfolk on April 25. Its journey through the
Pacific included navigating around Cape Horn at the
southern tip of South America.

The carrier was expected to sail alongside warships
from several South American countries before
reaching Japan by the year's end. The replacement of
the Ronald Reagan was necessary due to U.S. law
limiting overseas deployments of naval vessels to ten
years. The George Washington's initial arrival in
Yokosuka in 2008 marked the first permanent
deployment of a nuclear-powered carrier at a Japanese
port. [Kyodo News]

US, Japan to strengthen defense amid
cybersecurity concerns

(sh) As the United States grapples with security
challenges worldwide, Japan has pledged to strengthen
its role as a reliable defense ally. However, officials and
experts are cautious due to Tokyo's vulnerabilities in
cyber and information security.

During his recent visit to the US (see AiR No. 16,
April/2024, 3) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, overseeing
a notable expansion of Japan’s military, assured the
U.S. Congress of Japan's commitment to aiding in
countering various threats, from Russia's actions in
Ukraine to China's growing assertiveness. This
declaration coincided with announcements of
expanded military collaboration, including leveraging
Japan's industrial capacity for defense production and
exploring technology development with AUKUS
partners Australia and Britain.

Nevertheless, Japan's vulnerability to high-profile
cyberattacks, such as those targeting critical
infrastructure and government institutions, raises
concerns about its ability to fully support its security
partners. Despite global trends of increased cyber
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threats, Tokyo's vulnerabilities underscore the ongoing
need for robust security measures and cooperation
with allies. [Reuters]

Japan former PM meets presidential
candidate Donald Trump

(sh) On April 23, former Japanese Prime Minister Taro
Aso and current Vice President of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) met with Republican
presidential candidate Donald Trump in New York,
signaling Japan's readiness for any potential return of
the ex-president to the White House.

They discussed shared security and economic
concerns, highlighting the importance of the U.S.-Japan
alliance for both countries' security and stability in the
Indo-Pacific. Trump praised Japan's increased defense
spending, likely in response to Aso's efforts to
preemptively address Trump's concerns about Japan's
contributions to its own defense.

The meeting comes as ahead of the November 5 U.S.
presidential election and amid concerns that Trump
wins, he could return to protectionist trade measures
or take other steps that could hurt the Japanese
economy or affect US-Japanese defense ties. [Japan
Times]

Japan and Ukraine continue collaboration
in energy sector

(sh) On April 26, Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa met with Ukraine's Minister of Energy
German Galushchenko during his visit to Japan.

During their talk, Kamikawa reaffirmed Japan's
commitment to deepen cooperation in the energy
sector and reiterated Japan's support for Ukraine's
recovery and reconstruction efforts.

Galushchenko, for his part, brief Japanese side about
his country’s current needs for equipment needed to
restore work and increase the capacity of the power
system to get through the next winter, including
especially gas turbines, gas piston units, and mobile
generators. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]
[Ukrinform]

Kamikawa's assurance of Japan’s support for the
Ukraine comes after Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s
pledge in February to provide Yen 15.8 billion (USD 106
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million) in aid to Ukraine This funding would support
reconstruction efforts across seven areas, including
agriculture and rubble disposal (see AR No. 7,
February/2024, 2). In addition, Japan and Ukraine
signed 56 agreements across various sectors during
the February 19 Japan-Ukraine Conference for
Promotion of Economic Growth and Reconstruction in
Tokyo (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3).

For a discussion of Japan’s leading role in international
humanitarian aid for Ukraine that has caused new rifts
in relations between Tokyo and Moscow, see [DW].

Japan strengthens diplomacy with
Madagascar

(sh) On April 27, during a visit to Madagascar, Japan's
Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa engaged in a meeting
with Madagascar's Foreign Minister Rafaravavitafika
Rasata.

Kamikawa expressed Japan's support for Madagascar
following the recent cyclone and highlighted the
strategic importance of Madagascar in promoting a
free and open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). She emphasized
cooperation for implementing FOIP and resolving
global issues, aiming to enhance bilateral relations
leading up to important ministerial meetings.

Both ministers affirmed collaboration in various areas,
including economic development, maritime
connectivity, and promoting a free and open maritime
order, with Kamikawa stressing Madagascar's
significance for Japan's economic security and seeking
cooperation for improving the business environment
and supporting a major mineral project.

Additionally, they discussed international issues such
as North Korea, disarmament, and UN reforms,
underscoring their commitment to continued
cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

On April 28, Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa,
during her visit to Madagascar took a visit to mobile
clinics provided by Japan through the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) since 2019. In Antananarivo,
the capital, she observed various services, including
prenatal check-ups and support for maternal and child
health, conducted by UNFPA personnel.

In addition, Kamikawa engaged with local women's

support groups, emphasizing the importance of their
work in educating young people about gender issues.
She expressed hope that initiatives, especially from a
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perspective of Women, Peace, and Security (WPS),
would continue to grow. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan 2]

Japan to contribute to peacemaking
efforts in South Sudan

(sh) On April 24, Japanese Minister of Defense Minoru
Kihara presented appointment letters to two members
of the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF), who are set to
join the United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) as a deputy chief of staff and a personal
assistant to the deputy chief of staff. [Ministry of
Defense / Self-defense Force, X]

Laos, Thailand to push for more road and
bridge links for increased trade

(lvw) The Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers of
Foreign Affairs from Thailand and Laos met on April 24
in Thailand to discuss boosting trade cooperation.
Laos' Saleumxay Kommasith and Thailand's Parnpree
Bahiddha-Nukara, who resigned on April 28 (see article
in this edition) agreed to boost their trade volume by
enhancing road and bridge links, including a special
railway bridge.

The move reflects their ongoing efforts to make more
use of their common border as a gateway for trade
and tourism. The border between the two countries
stretches 1,845 km, the Mekong River constituting
almost half the border length.

Additionally, they plan to collaborate in tourism, public
health, agriculture, forestry, labour, natural resources,
and environmental sectors, while addressing
transboundary air pollution. During the visit both
parties agreed to reinforce existing cooperation
mechanisms and support each other in regional and
international arenas. Thailand pledged to act on the
outcomes of the meeting to further strengthen ties.
[Vientiane Times]

Meanhwile, Thai Deputy Transport Minister Manaporn
Charoensri shared on April 27 that the fifth Lao-Thai
friendship bridge is set to open later this year. The
bridge which will link Bueng Kan province of Thailand
and Pakxan town in Laos is expected to be ready for
public use by November. [Bangkok Post]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tjy/

Laos, Cambodia to enhance bilateral
cooperation

(Ivw) During the state visit by the Laotian President
from April 23-24 to Cambodia, leaders of the two
neighboring countries reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening bilateral relations and cooperation
between their parties and countries.

Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith convened with
Prime Minister Hun Manet for the third time, in efforts
to enhance a friendship of cooperation and strategic
partnership. Durning their meeting, The Hun Manet
underscored the importance ensuring energy security
for the Kingdom's competitiveness and requested the
Laotian President to consider measures to secure a
sustainable and timely electricity supply to Cambodia.

Following their talk, the two leaders witnessed the
signing of three agreements and four memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) that seek to expand strategic
cooperation in power trade for the development of the
energy sector in the Kingdom.

This comes after Hun Manet's successful visit to Laos
last month, where both heads of state signed key
documents on further cooperation on issues spanning
joint border issues, energy and connectivity, defense,
security, and transnational crime prevention, as well as
people-to-people relations such as cultural ties and
exchanges.

During this recent visit, Sisoulith also met with
Cambodia’s Senate President Hun Sen at the Palace in
Phnom Penh to discuss enhancing ties, including
within the framework of the Cambodia-Laos-Vietham
triangle cooperation. They commended progress since
their last summit in 2023 and agreed to further deepen
relations.

Sisoulith, who is a member of the Mekong River
Commission (MRC), expressed Laos’ support for
Cambodia’s Funan Techo canal project, a component
of China’s Belt and Road initiative, that connects the
Phnom Penh Autonomous Port with Kep and the Gulf
of Thailand.

Hun Sen assured that the project wouldn't affect
upstream Mekong River water flow or the
environment, though concerns about its impact on
Vietnam's downstream section have arisen. [Lao News
Agency] [Phnom Penh Post] [Khmer Times] [Vietnam
Express]
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Malaysia, China reaffirm commitment to
cooperate in science and technology

(dqgl) 3rd Malaysia-China Joint Committee Meeting (JCM)
on Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI)
Cooperation, held in April 29 in, Malaysia and China
reaffirmed their commitment to working together in
research through the Second Malaysia-China Joint
Research Project Group.

Both sides agreed on focusing on key areas such as
energy storage technology and human vaccines, along
with space technology, artificial intelligence,
blockchain, and advanced materials technology.

Specific cooperation issues discussed during the
meeting included microelectronics technology,
advanced materials technology, technology transfer
and entrepreneurship. Also, people-to-people
exchange and cooperation within the framework of
multilateral mechanisms were on the agenda.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
Xiamen University, the Malaysian Institute of
Microelectronic Systems (MIMOS), and Xiamen
University Malaysia in semiconductor and
microelectronics technology cooperation was signed at
the end of the meeting. [The Star]

Malaysia, Japan to deepen cooperation in
technology and digitalization

(dgl) Malaysia and Japan have pledged commitment to
enhancing bilateral strategic cooperation in technology
and digitalization within the construction sector, road
infrastructure and slope management.

The pledge was made during a meeting between
Malaysian Works Minister Alexander Nanta Linggi and
Japanese Deputy Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport, and Tourism Kokuba Konosuke in Tokyo on
April 24,

During the talk, both sides agreed on finding ways to
enhance information sharing on highway and slope
management and maintenance, as well as the
exchange of expertise and technical resources.

Nanta invited Japan to participate in two programs of
the Malaysian Highway Authority (LLM) and the
Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB),
scheduled for this year.
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He expressed hope for a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in the near future to allow for
the creation of opportunities for Malaysian
construction industry players to enter the Japanese
market in line with the implementation of the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). [The Sun]

Malaysia, Pakistan agree to deepen
cooperation in multiple sectors

(dgl) On April 29, Malaysia and Pakistan reaffirmed
their commitment to further enhance cooperation in
multiple sectors to strengthen bilateral ties and
strategic partnership.

The pledge was made Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim and Pakistani counterpart Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif following their meeting on the sidelines
of the Special Meeting of the World Economic Forum in
Riyadh, which took place on April 28-29.

Anwar disclosed that in their meeting the two
ministers expressed their commitment to increasing
trade relations which is currently worth USD 1.4 billion
and also agreed to expand cooperation in education,
defense, tourism and human resources. [APP]

Malaysia, Qatar to cooperate in treatment
of Palestinians injured in Gaza

(dqgl) Malaysia has signaled its readiness to work
together with Qatar and other countries in West Asia
to offer treatment to Palestinians injured in Gaza.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim made the
pledge to the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of
Qatar Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al Thani during bilateral talks in Riyadh on the sidelines
of the special World Economic Forum (WEF) on April
29. In addition, Anwar also reaffirmed his country’'s
support for Qatar's mediator role in the Palestine
issue.

The meeting also discussed ways to increase
investment and trade between both countries.

Trade between Malaysia-Qatar currently stands at USD
910 million. [The Sun]
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Saudi Arabian utility company to invest
USD 10 billion in Malaysia

(dgl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim has
confirmed that Saudi Arabia’s utility firm ACWA Power
is interested in investing USD 10 billion in Malaysia
over the next ten years. In a bid to develop renewable
energy projects ACWA Power is reportedly set to work
together with Malyasian developer and provider in
integrated renewable energy Cypark Resources Bhd on
the developments.

Anwar confirmed ACWA Power'’s investment interest
after a meeting with ACWA Power Chairman
Mohammad Abunayyan on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum in Riyadh which took place on April
28-29. Anwar added that the Saudi firm stands ready
for cooperation with strategic partners in Malaysia to
develop various renewable energy projects across
various states in the country, with investment
proposals already presented. [Arab News]

Malaysia, Turkey to deepen cooperation

(dgl) On April 29, Malaysia Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim held a phone call with Turkiye's Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan during which they discussed
current geopolitical issues in West Asia and the conflict
in Gaza as well as bilateral cooperation, focusing on
investment, trade, defence and education. [The Edge
Malaysia]

Maldives, Turkey hold second free trade
agreement talk

(Im) During the second meeting discussing a free trade
agreement between the Maldives and Turkey, the
Maldivian government proposed exporting 214 items
to Turkey at a zero percent rate. This request was
made to enhance trade relations between the two
countries. [The Sun]

Turkey, which has been providing military assistance to
the Maldives, recently supplied military drones to
bolster the island nation's security. President
Mohamed Muizzu's visit to Turkey shortly after
assuming office underscored the commitment to
strengthen ties between the two nations.

Additionally, the Maldives government announced
plans to establish a free trade agreement with China.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ttr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-ttj/

UK Foreign Secretary Cameron visits
Mongolia

(fg) From April 25-26, the Foreign Secretary of the
United Kingdom David Cameron visited Mongolia,
marking the visit to Mongolia by a British minister in 11
years. It was part of Cameron's 5-day tour of Central
Asia and Mongolia. In addition to Mongolia, he also
visited Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan.

Cameron met with Mongolian Foreign Minister
Battsetseg Batmunkh on the day of his arrival. Their
talks covered multiple areas of cooperation, including
trade, business, education and geology.

Both foreign ministers signed a "Joint Cooperation
Roadmap towards a Comprehensive Partnership". This
is intended to promote cooperation with regard to
Mongolian development programs such as "Vision
2050", which focuses on social development and
economic growth, and "One Billion Trees", a major
sustainability project.

Further cooperation documents were signed in the
mining industry in the field of rare metals, as well as a
Memorandum of Understanding Memorandum of
Understanding on Cooperation in Geological Science
and Technological Cooperation. [Montsame 1]

On April 26, Cameron paid a courtesy visit to
Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaaeinen and
met with Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai.
In both meetings, the signing of the comprehensive
partnership was praised. It was also emphasized that
cooperation should be strengthened based on shared
values such as democracy, human rights and the rule
of law. [Montsame 2] [Montsame 3]

In an interview with the news portal gogo Mongolia,
Cameron was asked what the UK has to offer when it
comes to cooperation on rare minerals with Mongolia.
Cameron replied that the biggest advantage is that the
UK offers an alternative to its big neighbors (meaning
Russia and China). Investments from the UK go hand in
hand with high standards of transparency and the fight
against corruption. As a result, the whole country
would benefit from these investments, Cameron
argued. [gogo Mongolia]

This statement is in line with analyses by observers,
according to which there are opportunities for Western
countries such as the UK, to enhance their
engagement in Central Asia and Mongolia. Even if the
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greatest influence comes from Russia and China, the
region needs further alternatives for cooperation.
Particularly, a growing younger generation has a desire
to forge links with the West, according to an
observation. [The Diplomat]

Mongolian and Kyrgyz speakers of
parliament meet the first time, sign
Memorandum of Cooperation

(fg) The speaker of the Kyrgyz Parliament, Nurlanbek
Shakiev, visited Mongolia from April 23-25. He was
received by Zandanshatar Gombojav, the Chairman of
the Mongolian Parliament, the State Great Khural. The
visit was the first ever official meeting between the
speakers of the two parliaments.

During the visit, the two speakers expressed their
interest in intensifying cooperation in various areas,
including trade, banking, insurance, and gold refining.

Other topics discussed during the bilateral talks
included the promotion of sectoral cooperation in
areas such as agriculture and tourism. The promotion
of closer people-to-people relations through the
resumption of direct flights between Ulaanbaatar and
Bishkek was emphasized.

Also, a cooperation agreement was signed to establish
a permanent inter-parliamentary consultation
mechanism to facilitate regular dialogue and
cooperation on legislative issues. [Montsame 1]
[Montsame 2]

Mongolia and Thailand aim to deepen
bilateral relations

(fg) On April 23, Mongolia's Foreign Minister Battsetseg
Batmunkh met with Thailand's Foreign Minister
Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara and Thai Trade Minister
Pumtam Vechayachai. Battsetseg had already traveled
to Bangkok for the 80th session of the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP),
which she chaired this year. [Montsame 1]

Many topics were addressed during the talks. The
increase in bilateral trade, investment and people-to-
people exchanges was particularly praised.

As stated in the "Five-Year Cooperation Plan between
Mongolia and Thailand for 2022-2027", trade turnover
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is expected to increase to USD 100 million and
investment to USD 1.5 billion. At the meetings, the
willingness to formulate further cooperation papers
was therefore declared.

Another area of exchange was the strengthening of
human resources in the public sector, of skilled
workers in the health and tourism sectors. The
"Cooperation Program 2024-2025" is to be set up for
this purpose. Cooperation between the two countries'
ministries of agriculture is to be intensified in the near
future with a memorandum of understanding.

This year, Mongolia and Thailand are celebrating 50
years of diplomatic relations. [Montsame 2]
[Montsame 3]

US, Mongolia sign security agreement in
civil aviation

(fg) On April 26, the US Transportation Security
Administration and the Mongolian Civil Aviation
Authority signed a Sensitive Security Agreement. This is
intended to enable the exchange of critical security
information on civil aviation.

The agreement defines the procedure for handling and
protecting security information to better recognize and
combat threats to international civil aviation. It is also
hoped that this will lead to an exchange of best
practices to improve security procedures in aviation.
[US embassy in Mongolia]

Almost 300 junta personnel repatriated
from Bangladesh

(jb) Almost 300 Myanmar junta personnel, including
soldiers, Border Guard Police, and immigration officials
who had sought refuge in Bangladesh during clashes in
Rakhine State, were repatriated on the morning of 24
April 2024. Bangladeshi officials confirmed the
repatriation, stating that the personnel were sent back
aboard a Myanmar naval ship after being transported
from Cox’s Bazar on a tugboat. They were not
permitted to carry weapons or ammunition during the
repatriation process. This repatriation comes after an
earlier group of 330 junta members was repatriated in
February.

Additionally, the same Myanmar naval vessel that
transported the repatriated personnel also brought


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ejhjjik-l-tit/

back 173 Bangladeshi deportees, most of whom were
released prisoners (see article below). [The Irrawaddy]

Bangladesh and Myanmar exchange
prisoners amid Rakhine conflict

(jb/jw) In a bid to defuse tensions amidst ongoing strife
in Myanmar's Bangladesh-bordering Rakhine province,
Bangladesh and Myanmar executed a prisoner
exchange, repatriating hundreds of citizens between
April 24 and 25. Myanmar released 173 Bangladeshi
nationals, while Bangladesh repatriated 288 members
of Myanmar's Border Guard Police and other security
agencies.

This move follows recent clashes between Myanmar's
military and the rebel Arakan Army, leading to a surge
of fleeing officials seeking refuge in Bangladesh.

In February, an earlier group of 330 individuals was
also repatriated. No extradition or mutual legal
assistance treaty exists between the two nations. [The
Irrawaddy]

Despite the repatriation, analysts view the exchange
skeptically, considering it a missed opportunity for a
more substantial diplomatic resolution. Analysts
expressed disappointment, highlighting the potential
for leveraging repatriation to address larger issues,
such as the Rohingya crisis. [Voice of America]

China, Myanmar to deepen law
enforcement and security cooperation

(jb) In a diplomatic encounter, Chinese State Councilor
and Minister of Public Security Wang Xiaohong held
talks with Myanmar Union Minister for Home Affairs Lt-
Gen Yar Pyae in Beijing on April 25. The meeting
centered on enhancing bilateral cooperation in law
enforcement and security.

Wang emphasized the strides made in combating
telecom network fraud, attributing success to
collaborative efforts between China and Myanmar.
Stressing China's strategic commitment to bilateral
relations, Wang expressed readiness to deepen
cooperation on various fronts, including personnel
project security and combating transnational crimes
like gambling and drug trafficking.

In response, Yar Pyae affirmed Myanmar's dedication
to advancing cooperation in law enforcement and
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security. Both parties expressed optimism for future
collaboration, aiming to bolster security, stability, and
prosperity not only for their nations but for the entire
region.

A deal to provide CNY 5 million (USD 690 thousand) in
assistance to the Myanmar was signed by the
ministers. [Xinhua]

Thai government outlines plan for
managing Myanmar refugee crisis

(jb) In its inaugural meeting, the Thai government
committee overseeing the Thailand-Myanmar border
situation, led by Deputy Prime Minister Parnpree
Bahiddha-Nukara, established a framework for
managing refugees and enhancing security measures.
The meeting, convened prior to Parnpree's visit to Mae
Sot district, aimed to address the aftermath of clashes
in neighboring Myawaddy.

The committee, which included Defence Minister Sutin
Klungsang and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul,
discussed strategies for handling the influx of around
3,000 Myawaddy residents seeking refuge in Mae Sot
District. Emphasizing the need to safeguard Thailand's
sovereignty, the committee outlined principles of non-
interference in Myanmar's internal affairs while
upholding humanitarian standards.

The Thai foreign ministry highlighted the Thai
government's readiness to provide assistance and
coordinate with international organizations. [BNI
Online]

North Korea condemns US report on
human rights abuses

(yq) North Korea strongly condemned on April 27 the
United States' annual report on the human rights
situations in the country, dismissing it as an
unwarranted intrusion into its internal affairs.

The report, released by the U.S. State Department,
highlighted various human rights abuses endured by
North Koreans in 2023, including forced repatriations
and extrajudicial killings. [U.S. Department of State]

Pyongyang refuted the allegations, asserting that the
report serves as a pretext for U.S. interference and
attempts to destabilize its political system. Criticizing
Washington's unilateral standards and military support
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to other nations, North Korea warned of potential
consequences if the U.S. persists in its aggressive
stance. [The Korea Times]

Experts suspect North Korea's
involvement in Iran's recent missile
launches against Israel

(yq) Amidst increased tensions in the conflict between
Israel and Iran, experts suggest that a series of missiles
that Tehran recently launched resemble North Korea's
Rodong missiles. The U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency
(DIA) highlighted North Korea's influence on Iran's
military capabilities, pointing out the integration of
North Korean technology into Iran's weapons systems.
[The Korea Times]

This comes as North Korean Minister for External
Economic Relations Yun Jong Ho visited Iran on April
24. Amid North Korea's increasing exchanges with
Russia, it has been speculated that the purpose of the
visit was to discuss military cooperation between the
two countries.

Iran has dismissed the speculation stating the only
business opportunities were discussed during the visit,
the first to visit the country in five years. [NK News]

China unveils first Hangor-class
submarine developed for Pakistan

(Im) China has unveiled the first Hangor-class
submarine developed for the Pakistani Navy, marking
a significant milestone in defense cooperation
between the two countries. The unveiling ceremony,
attended by Pakistan's Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf, represents the tangible outcome of an
agreement signed between the two nations during
Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to Pakistan back in
2015. [Arab News]

The agreement entails the acquisition of a total of eight
Hangor-class submarines, marking a substantial step
forward in Pakistan's naval capabilities. Under the
agreement, four submarines will be built in China,
while the remaining four will be constructed at Karachi
Shipyard and Engineering Works Limited in Pakistan.
These submarines will be equipped with advanced
weapons and sensors for targeting long-range targets.
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Pakistan gears up for Prime Minister
Sharif’s visit to China in May

(Im) Pakistan is gearing up for Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's potential visit to China next month, along with
the 13th meeting of the joint cooperation committee
(JCC) on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
a flagship project of Beijing's broader Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). The visit aims to restore Beijing's
confidence in Islamabad regarding various Chinese-
funded projects, with China having invested USD 25
billion in infrastructure projects in Pakistan since 2013.
[Arab News]

In separate but related developments, China has
reaffirmed its commitment to investing in Pakistan
despite a deadly suicide bombing targeting Chinese
engineers at the Dasu hydropower project last month.
Luo Zhaohui, Chairman of the China International
Development Cooperation Agency, stated that Beijing
will continue collaborating with Islamabad under the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and the Global
Development Initiative. [Arab News]

On March 26, five Chinese nationals and a Pakistani
driver were killed in a suicide bomb attack targeting
their convoy near Besham city in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. The attack was the third major
incident targeting Chinese interests in Pakistan within
a week. The convoy was en route from Islamabad to
Dasu, where the Dasu hydroelectric dam is under
construction by a Chinese company. [AIR No. 14,
April/2024, 1]

While the perpetrators behind the attack remain
unidentified, Pakistan faces twin insurgencies from
religious militants and ethnic separatists, with Chinese
interests primarily targeted by the latter seeking to
undermine Beijing's involvement in mineral-rich
Balochistan.

Against the backdrop of these attacks, a Chinese
company halted civil works on the Tarbela 5th
Extension Hydropower Project, located in Haripur
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and laid off over 2,000
workers. The manager of the Power Construction
Corporation of China notified the suspension, citing
security reasons.

Pakistan extends registered Afghan
refugees’ stay until June 30
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(tj/Im) Pakistan has extended the validity of key
documents allowing Afghan refugees to legally reside
in the country until June 30, providing some relief for
those fearing deportation. However, concerns persist
over Pakistan's recent efforts to expel refugees, with
hundreds of thousands already forced to return to
Afghanistan. [Voice of America]

The extension of the so-called Proof of Registration
cards was approved by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
Cabinet, enabling access to health, education, and
banking services for Afghan refugees. Despite this,
plans for expulsion remain, with documented refugees
slated for repatriation in the third phase of the
program. [DAWN]

Pakistan's expulsion drive of undocumented migrants,
including hundreds of thousands of people from
neighboring Afghanistan, was initiated in November
2023 amid security concerns, with officials alleging
Afghan nationals' involvement in attacks in Pakistan
[see AR No. 45, November/2023, 1]. This has led to the
departure of over half a million Afghans to date. The
second phase targeting Afghan citizenship card
holders has not commenced yet, according to
Pakistan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The plan to send Afghans back has drawn
condemnation from the Afghan Taliban, international
human rights activists, and organizations like Amnesty
International, citing concerns over women's rights and
access to education. A survey by Save the Children
revealed challenges faced by returning Afghan
children, including lack of access to education due to
documentation issues. The Red Cross, meanwhile,
advocates for a staggered approach to ease the strain
on Afghanistan. [Voice of America]

Philippines military eyes more
interoperability with Australian Defence
Force

(Im) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) aims to
enhance interoperability with the Australian Defence
Force (ADF) following a visit by ADF deputy chief of
joint operations Rear Admiral Justin Garred Jones to
AFP headquarters. Lt. Gen. Steve Crespillo expressed
gratitude to Australia for bolstering regional stability
and security, particularly in the South China Sea.
[Philippine News Agency]
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Philippines, United States consider joint
‘maritime law enforcement’ operations

(Im) During the 11th Bilateral Strategic Dialogue (BSD)
between the Philippines and the United States, held on
April 22 and 23 in Washington D.C., the two countries
discussed the possibility of conducting joint maritime
law enforcement operations in Philippine waters.
Philippine Ambassador to the US Jose Manuel
Romualdez mentioned that discussions are ongoing to
include other like-minded countries such as Australia
and Japan. [Philippine News Agency]

Furthermore, both countries agreed to convene the
3rd Maritime Dialogue in Manila by October and
explore ways to strengthen global support for UNCLOS
and combat illegal fishing. Discussions also covered
the conclusion of bilateral agreements related to
security assistance and enhanced defense
cooperation.

Japan delivers mobile air surveillance
radar system to Philippines

(ms) Japan delivered a mobile air surveillance radar
system to the Philippines, on April 29, aiming to bolster
the latter's defense capabilities amid rising tensions in
the South China Sea. The handover ceremony,
attended by officials from both countries including
Japan's State Minister of Defense Oniki Makoto and
Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro,
signifies a significant step in bilateral cooperation.

The radar system, developed by a Japanese
manufacturer Mitsubishi Electric, offers advanced
surveillance capabilities, capable of accurately tracking
vessels at sea, drones, and aircraft. Its mobility allows
for easy deployment to various locations, including
remote islands, enhancing the Philippines' surveillance
capabilities, particularly in the aerial domain.

With Manila planning to acquire a total of four radar
systems by 2026, and additional maritime surveillance
radar systems under Japan's Official Security
Assistance framework, the collaboration underscores a
shared commitment to regional security in the Indo-
Pacific. The delivery of this radar system represents a
concrete effort to address evolving security challenges
in the region. [Inquirer] [NHK World Japan] [Philippine
News Agency]
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Indonesia’s President Jokowi, Singapore’s
Prime Minister Lee hold last Leader’s
Retreat

(Ib/Im) In their seventh and final Leaders' Retreat held
in Bogor on April 29, Indonesian President Joko
Widodo and Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, accompanied by their successors, celebrated
the achievements of bilateral ties over the past decade
and pledged continuity in future cooperation.

Lawrence Wong, Singapore’s deputy prime minister
and finance minister, will take over the reins from Lee
on May 15, while Prabowo Subianto, currently
Indonesia’s defence minister, won the country's
presidential election in February and will assume office
in October. Experts say the two incoming leaders are
likely to take new approaches to a number of issues
looming over the region once Lee and Widodo leave
office this year, including disputes in the South China
Sea and the great power rivalry between the United
States and China. [South China Morning Post]

The Leaders' Retreat was preceded by a four-day
working visit to Indonesia by Singapore's Foreign
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan. During his visit,
Balakrishnan met with the country’s incoming
president Prabowo Subianto. The two discussed global
strategic issues impacting Southeast Asia and affirmed
excellent bilateral relations. Indonesia's Ministry of
Defence highlighted efforts to strengthen defence
cooperation, maritime security, and increase military
capacity. [The Straits Times]

Additionally, Balakrishnan met with Coordinating
Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga Hartarto. The
meeting aimed to prepare for the Leaders’ Retreat
between Indonesian President Joko Widodo and
Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. Both
ministers expressed optimism about strengthening
economic relations between the two countries,
focusing on potential bilateral cooperation in areas
such as green energy, digital connectivity, and
healthcare capacity building. Discussions also touched
on Indonesia's accession to the OECD and economic
dynamics in the Middle East. [The Jakarta Post]

Balakrishnan also hosted lunch for Arsari Group
chairman Hashim Djojohadikusumo and his daughter
Sara Djojohadikusumo, vice-chairwoman of the
Gerindra Party of president-elect Prabowo Subianto.
[Asia News Network]
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South Korea, India hold talks on
disarmament and nonproliferation

(fg) On April 26, the fourth "ROK-India Dialogue on
Disarmament and Nonproliferation" took place in
Seoul.

Under the lead of Youn Jong-kwon, Director General
for Non-Proliferation and Nuclear Affairs at the Korean
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Muanpuii Saiawi, Joint
Secretary for Disarmament and International Security
Affairs at the Indian Ministry of External Affairs, the
two sides discussed the regional and global challenges
of disarmament.

Talks covered the issues around the growing threat
posed by North Korea's nuclear and missile programs,
and the implementation of sanctions by the UN
Security Council. Other issues affecting global security,
such as artificial intelligence and space security, were
also addressed. [Yonhap]

South Korean Foreign Minister Cho meets
Lithuanian counterpart Landsbergis as
Lithuania opens embassy

(fg) On April 26, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul met his counterpart from Lithuania Gabrielius
Landsbergis in Seoul.

Landsbergis had traveled to Seoul to open the
Lithuanian embassy in South Korea.

Both foreign ministers spoke about growing military
cooperation between North Korea and Russia, and the
willingness of their countries to cooperate in high-tech
industries. [Yonhap]

South Korean foreign and defense
ministers meet Australian Prime Minister
ahead of 2+2 meeting

(fg) On April 29, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul and Defense Minister Shin Won-sik held talks
with Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese in
Canberra.

During the talks, they agreed to expand cooperation
within the framework of the "comprehensive strategic
partnership" in the areas of regional security and
defense industry.
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The meeting took place ahead of the "two-plus-two"
talks between the Korean ministers and Australian

Foreign Minister Wong and Defense Minister Richard
Marles, which will take place on May 1 in Melbourne.

Earlier, Minister Cho commemorated the Australian
National Korean War Memorial, honoring the sacrifices
made by Australian veterans during the Korean War.
[Yonhap]

South Korea, Angola to expand economic,
trade cooperation

(dgl) Oon April 30, South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol and his Angolan counterpart Joao Lourenco
agreed on pushing for an expansion of bilateral
economic and trade cooperation, capitalizing on their
countries' respective strengths.

The two leaders reached this agreement during a
summit in Seoul that was part of Lourenco's three-day
official visit to South Korea. His visit marks the first
bilateral visit by an Angolan leader since 2001. It comes
ahead of the inaugural South Korea-Africa summit to
be held in June.

During their meeting, Yoon underscored Angola’s
wealth in natural resources, along with a young
population while highlighting South Korea's advanced
technologies and economic development experiences,
adding that South Korean businesses have been
involved in constructing key facilities in Angola, while
South Korean-built ships have contributed to the
African nation's oil industry.

Lourenco, for his part, identified multiple areas of
potential cooperation and reaffirmed his country’s
plans to learn from South Korea's experience of
achieving rapid economic development.

On the occasion of the summit, five memorandums of
understanding were on establishing a framework to
promote bilateral trade and investment as well as on
cooperation in the health, people-to-people exchange,
police, and trade and investment sectors were signed.
[The Korea Herald] [Yonhap]

South Korea, US kick off bilateral defense
cost-sharing talks

(dgl) On April 26, South Korea and the United States
held the first round of talks on a new bilateral defense
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cost-sharing deal in Honolulu, with both sides
presenting the outline of their respective visions for
the agreement.

The Special Measures Agreement (SMA) talks center on
to question how much Seoul should pay for the
stationing of U.S. Forces Korea (USFK). The current six-
year SMA is set to end at the end of 2025.

In 1991 South Korea begun to partially shoulder the
costs under the SMA for Korean USFK workers, the
construction of military installations, including
barracks, and training, educational, operational and
communications facilities, and other logistical support.
[Yonhap]

United States undersecretary meets Sri
Lanka’s president

(Im) Alexis Taylor, Under Secretary for Trade and
Foreign Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), along with U.S. Ambassador Julie
Chung, met with Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and other senior officials to discuss
USDA support for Sri Lanka's agricultural sector.
Discussions focused on projects such as the Market-
Oriented Dairy Project, which has significantly
improved milk productivity for thousands of dairy
farmers, and the McGovern-Dole project, which
provides daily meals to primary schoolchildren.
[Newsfirst]

Iran’s President Raisi inaugurates
hydropower, irrigation project in Sri
Lanka

(aa) Iran is ready to strengthen ties with Sri Lanka and
other Asian countries, its president, Ebrahim Raisi, said
on April 24, during a short visit to the island nation, the
first by an Iranian president in 16 years. During his
visit, Raisi and his Sri Lankan counterpart Ranil
Wickremesinghe jointly inaugurated the Uma Oya
Multipurpose Development Project (UOMDP), a
hydropower and irrigation project in Sri Lanka.
Meanwhile, official talks resulted in the signing of five
memorandums of understanding, with cooperation
formalized in the areas of culture, media, tourism,
sports, and science. [Sri Lanka News] [Daily News]

The UOMDP is allied to the Mahaweli program which
represents the largest Lankan national development
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program dating back to the 1960s. Its objective is to
transfer excess water from the Uma Oya basin to the
Kirindi Oya basin to alleviate the needs of the dry zone
in the South-East. Apart from providing water for
agricultural, industrial, and drinking purposes, the
projects should increase Sri Lanka’s electrical
capacities by generating an additional 290 GWh per
year.

Iran provided Sri Lanka with technical and engineering
services to support the construction of the necessary
infrastructure. Two reservoirs and tunnels, an
underground power plant as well as transmission lines
are needed to sustain the diversion of approximately
145 million cubic meters of water annually. Iran’s
FARAB Engineering Company was entrusted with the
implementation of the project and a total contract
value of USD 514 million. The Sri Lankan government
had to fill a financing gap that arose after the Export
Development Bank of Iran (EDBI) could no longer
financially contribute because of international
sanctions. [Reuters]

Sri Lanka was the second country Raisi visited during a
two-nation tour in South Asia. Earlier this month, he
travelled to neighboring Pakistan, signaling efforts to
mend relations that were strained over tit-for-tat

China warns of increased trade measures
against Taiwan

(fg) On April 24, China’s Taiwan Affairs Office
threatened to take further measures against imports
from Taiwan if support for independence there is not
stopped.

In an earlier move on April 20, the Chinese Ministry of
Commerce had already imposed additional anti-
dumping duties on polycarbonate-based products
from Taiwan, which are effective for five months. China
accuses Taiwanese manufacturers of selling their
products below their value on the Chinese market.
China had launched an anti-dumping investigation
against Taiwanese manufacturers back in November
2022.

The duties imposed vary between 9 percent and 22.4
percent, depending on the exporter.

In 2022, exports to China accounted for 78.5 percent of
Taiwan's total polycarbonate-based exports, with a
value of 830 million US dollars.
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Polycarbonate is used in a variety of products,
including electronics, packaging, automotive parts and
medical products. [Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan] [CNA,
in Chinese]

Observers assess these measures as China using
economic tools to pressure the Democratic Progressive
Party-led government. [SCMP] [NHK]

Taiwan's designated President Lai urges
China to deal with democratically elect
government

(fg/yq) On April 25, President-elect Lai Ching-te of the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) called on
China to interact with the democratically elected
government of Taiwan instead with the main
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT). Lai made this
statement when he appointed his new national
security and diplomatic team on April 25 (see article in
this edition).

It came against the increasingly frequent visits of KMT
representatives to China (see article in this edition and
AIR No. 17, April/2024, 4), with Lai warning that a
selective exchange only with the opposition would not
gain the support and trust of the Taiwanese people
and would rather be a hindrance to positive cross-
strait relations. [Focus Taiwan] [Reuters]

Since the DPP, considered by Beijing as a separatist
force, came to power in 2016, Beijing has refused
official diplomatic talks with Taipei.

Taiwan's opposition caucus chair Fu visits
China, seeks to “break the ice” on cross-
strait relations

(fg) On April 26, Kuomintang (KMT) parliamentary
group leader Fu Kun-chi traveled to China with a 17-
member delegation of KMT legislators. [Taiwan News
1]

The trip was postponed by one day due to the
earthquakes on April 22 and 23 [Taiwan News 2]

During the trip, Fu met Wang Huning, chairman of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, a
political consultative body of the Chinese Communist
Party, on April 27. Wang emphasized compliance with
the so-called "1992 Consensus", an understanding
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between China and the then ruling KMT, which China
regards as the basis for cross-strait cooperation, as it
underlines the "One China Policy".

Fu, who had resolved to revive the frozen relations
between China and Taiwan ("break the ice"), clearly
distanced himself from the China policy of President
Tsai Ing-wen and the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP). Fu hopes to strengthen economic cooperation
and mutual tourism, as he had previously announced
(see AR No. 17, April/2024, 4).

China's Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO) announced on April
27 that it would provide prefabricated homes to the
earthquake-hit Hualien region as humanitarian
assistance. [Taipei Times]

Furthermore, the Chinese side announced that
Taiwanese export products that were previously
banned would be re-imported. In addition, rather
minor travel restrictions are to be lifted. Citizens of the
Chinese province of Fujian are now allowed to visit the
Taiwanese Matsu Islands. [Taiwan News 3] It is also
emphasized that the condition for any cooperation is
still compliance with the "1992 Consensus". [LTN, in
Chinese]

The TAO issued a press release on April 28 praising
Fu's visit and soliciting economic cooperation. The
DPP's policies were described as "obstacles" to
relations and peaceful coexistence. [TAQ, in Chinese]

Upon returning from the trip, Fu and the KMT claimed
the visit to China as a diplomatic success, especially
with the trade and tourism agreements [Taiwan News
3]

Critics fear that the KMT will undermine the new
government's future China policy with its own intensive
China diplomacy before Lai Ching-te's inauguration.
[Taiwan News 4]

On April 25, Lai himself called on China to seek the
exchange with the democratically elected government
(see in this AiR edition).

The "1992 Consensus" refers to an unofficial
understanding between KMT representatives and
China, which states that there is only "one China", but
that both sides have different ideas about what this
China represents. This consensus has not been
officially formulated or ratified.

China interprets this understanding to mean that there
is only one China, the People's Repubilic is the rightful
representative of China, and Taiwan is a part of it.
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However, this is very controversial in Taiwan. The KMT
is largely of the opinion that there is one China but
"with different interpretations", emphasizing the
common past and culture. The DPP rejects the idea of
“one China”.

US President signs foreign aid package,
including support for Taiwan

(fg) On April 24, US President Joe Biden signed the
foreign aid bill into law.

This law includes aid totaling USD 95 billion, most of
which will go to Ukraine, Israel, but also to Taiwan and
the Indo-Pacific region.

USD 8.1 billion of this package is earmarked for the
Indo-Pacific region around Taiwan, some of which will
be distributed through the US foreign military
financing program. In addition, existing capabilities
and support for Taiwan are to be further expanded.

The aid package passed through the US legislative
process in days, having been discussed for months. It
was approved by the House of Representatives on
April 20 (see AIR No. 17, April/2024, 4) and
subsequently by the Senate on April 23. [Taiwan News]
[CNN] [Focus Taiwan]

US report confirms small US military
presence in Taiwan

(fg) An April 19 report by the US Congressional
Research Service revealed that 41 US military
personnel were stationed in Taiwan as of December
2023.

This report was published in the run-up to the vote on
the foreign aid package in the House of
Representatives.

Although the US stated that it would withdraw all
military personnel on January 1, 1979, to normalize US-
China relations back then, it is an "open secret" that a
small number of personnel remain in Taiwan for
advisory activities. However, the US is refraining from
sending larger contingents, as it announced at the
time.

In February this year, a military news outlet SOFREP
reported that US Army special forces, the green berets,
were permanently stationed in Taiwan. However, this
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was denied by US Indo-Pacific Commander Admiral
John Aquilino (see AiR No. 13, March/2024, 4). [CRS
Report] [Taipei Times]

US delegation in Taiwan emphasizes
support after approval of military aid
package

(fg) From April 23-25, a three-member delegation
consisting of Dan Kildee, Lisa McClain and Mark Alford
from the United States House of Representatives
visited Taiwan. This visit occurred after the House of
Representatives passed the foreign aid package, which
included military assistance to Taiwan and the Indo-
Pacific region (see AR No. 17, April/2024, 4).

During their visit the delegates emphasized the
bipartisan support of the US for Taiwan, which was
once again expressed in the military package.

In addition to military support, the desire for further
economic relations and the reduction of trade barriers
(double taxation issues were addressed) was
expressed.

The delegation met with President Tsai Ing-wen,
President-elect Lai Ching-te and Foreign Minister
Joseph Wu. [Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan 1] [Focus
Taiwan 2]

Taiwan reports increasing Chinese
military activities after Blinken's
departure

(yq) After U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken's visit
to China last week (see article in this edition), Taiwan
reported that it had observed increased military
activity by China near the island.

According to the report, a total of 22 military aircraft
were spotted, out of which 11 crossed the median line
of the Taiwan Strait, which is considered an unofficial
border between the two sides. The Taiwanese defense
forces responded appropriately with their aircraft and
ships. [Ministry of National Defense, Republic of
China(Taiwan), in Chinese]

During his visit in China, Blinken emphasized the
importance of maintaining peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait during his visit to China. [U.S.
Department of State]
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Brunei, Thailand ink pact to boost trade,
tourism

(Im) Brunei and Thailand sealed agreements on trade
and tourism cooperation with the signing of two
memorandums of understanding on April 29. The
signing took place during the official visit of Brunei's
King Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah to Bangkok, witnessed by
Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. [Bangkok Post]

In a joint statement, the leaders highlighted their
nations' longstanding relations and pledged to deepen
cooperation across political, economic, and social
domains. They underscored collaboration in trade,
investment, halal industry, tourism, and digital
economy, leveraging existing bilateral mechanisms like
the Joint Commission on Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC).
Additionally, discussions centered on bolstering trade
ties through policy-level mechanisms and exploring a
Memorandum of Understanding on Halal Industry.

Thai-Myanmar border situation eases

(bk) On April 24, the Foreign Affairs Ministry disclosed
that the situation at the Thai-Myanmar border has
shown signs of improvement, with no reported
shootings in Myanmar within the last 48 hours.
However, the Royal Thai Army remains on standby with
assistance points set up. According to the Ministry,
Thailand maintains its stance on sovereignty while
providing humanitarian assistance impartially.
Thailand has proposed an ASEAN Troika meeting to
address the Myanmar crisis, with details pending.
[TNA]

This report of reduced tension corresponds with the
observation made by aid groups on April 23 that a
major refugee camp in Mae Sot, Thailand, had largely
emptied out after Thai authorities reassured around
2,000 Myanmar civilians it was safe to return home.
[Nikkei Asia]

Also, on April 23, Deputy Prime Minister Parnpree
Bahiddha-Nukara, representing Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin, along with several high-ranking officials,
visited Mae Sot district in Tak province to assess the
situation along the Thailand-Myanmar border. They
met with the Governor of Tak Province and other
relevant authorities to discuss the latest
developments, focusing on the safety and well-being of
the local population and the status of the Thailand-
Myanmar Friendship Bridges. This visit followed the
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first meeting of a special inter-agency committee
tasked with managing the effects of the Myanmar
situation on Thailand earlier that day. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

United States carrier strike group docks in
Thailand

(Im) The United States Carrier Strike Group Nine, led by
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, arrived in Thailand for a
scheduled port visit on March 24. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand inks fintech pact with Australia

(Im) Thailand and Australia recently sealed an
agreement aimed at boosting cooperation in the realm
of financial technology, commonly known as fintech.
This memorandum of understanding (MoU) was inked
between the Thai Fintech Association and FinTech
Australia, marking a significant step toward advancing
the local fintech sectors in both countries. [Bangkok
Post]

The Australian fintech industry has witnessed
remarkable growth over the years, with its value
skyrocketing from around USD 163 million in 2015 to
USD 29.3 billion by 2023. The of the collaboration
timing aligns with Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese's vision outlined in the "Invested: Australia's
Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040."

Thailand extends visa-free scheme for
Russian visitors until July 31

(Im) Thailand's Cabinet has extended a visa-free
scheme for Russian visitors until July 31, granting a 60-
day exemption starting from May 1. Initially, the
government had implemented a 90-day visa-free stay
to attract Russian tourists during peak seasons, with
the program set to end this month. Additionally, the
Cabinet approved a 30-day visa exemption for
Bangladeshi visitors with official passports. [Bangkok
Post 1]

In recent months, Thailand has introduced permanent
visa-free schemes for Chinese visitors and visitors from
Kazakhstan. As a result, the country welcomed nearly
12 million foreign visitors from January to April, who
collectively spent roughly USD 15.52 billion. Bangkok is
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targeting about 40 million foreign visitors this year and
the sector is a key driver of its economy. [ChannelNews
Asia]

Against this backdrop, the operator of Thailand's two
main airports - Suvarnabhumi and Don Mueang -
plans to spend about USD 4.8 billion to more than
double capacity by the end of the decade to cope with
the surge in tourism. Airports of Thailand, a state-
controlled company, is on course to more than double
net income to 21 billion baht in the fiscal year ending
September 30, according to analyst estimates
compiled by Bloomberg. [Bangkok Post 2]

However, concerns about overtourism are growing.
Tourism operators are urging the government to
consider the nation's carrying capacity, suggesting
measures like a 300-baht tourism tax to fund
sustainable tourism development. The Tourism
Department currently receives a budget of
approximately USD 18.9 million annually, which is
deemed insufficient for necessary projects. [Bangkok
Post 3]

China, Vietnam cost guards conduct joint
patrol in Gulf of Tonkin

(wn) This year’s first joint patrol of the Vietnam Coast
Guard (VCG) and the China Coast Guard (CCG) in the
Gulf of Tonkin concluded on April 29. Each country
sent two vessels, along with representatives from
relevant departments and agencies. Activities included
talks, inspections, and dissemination of legal
regulations to fishermen. [Vietnam Plus]

While this patrol marked the 8th joint patrol since the
fisheries cooperation agreement expired in 2020, it
assumes added significance. In March, China declared
a new baseline in the Gulf of Tonkin, a line used to
determine coastal waters and exclusive economic
zones under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) [see AIR No. 11, March/2024, 2]. While
Beijing claims compliance with international law,
Vietnam argues that the move violates UNCLOS and
previous agreements between the two countries [see
AIR No. 12, March/2024, 3].

Indonesia, Vietham foreign ministers co-
chair fifth session of Bilateral Cooperation
Committee
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(wn) The foreign ministers of Vietnam and Indonesia,
Bui Thanh Son and Retno Marsudi, co-chaired the fifth
meeting of the Vietnam-Indonesia Joint Commission on
Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC) in Hanoi. They affirmed
commitment to enhancing the strategic partnership
signed between their countries in 2013, boosting trade
to USD 18 billion by 2028, and fostering investments in
green economy and digital sectors. Both nations
pledged cooperation in defense, security, and regional
issues, including supporting ASEAN unity and
adherence to international law in the East Sea. The
sixth meeting is scheduled for Indonesia in 2026.
[Asianews Network]

Vietnam expellees nine Malaysians
involved in property appropriation fraud
ring

(wn) Nine Malaysians, aged 25-38, have been deported
from Vietnam for their involvement in a fraud ring.
They entered Vietnam for various reasons but were
recruited by fellow Malaysians to engage in fraudulent
activities, including posing as court officials or police to
deceive people in Malaysia and other countries.
Following a raid on their residence in Ho Chi Minh City,
conducted in coordination with ASEANAPOL, the
suspects were caught in the act of fraud. They were
subsequently expelled from Vietnam and sent back to
Malaysia. [Viethamnet Global]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

1 May 2024 @ 1:00- 2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security
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Studies, UK

Andy Start on Driving Transformation in
UK Defence Equipment and Support

Join Andy Start, CEO of Defence Equipment and
Support at the MoD, as he discusses maximising the
organisation’s unique position in the defence
enterprise, for the UK and its International allies. Mr
Start will also offer his thoughts on maximising the
organisation’s unique position in the defence
enterprise, while strengthening the international
partnerships that enable continued protection and
prosperity for the UK and its allies.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

1 May 2024 @ 1:00- 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

DoD’s Warfighting Concept with the Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

The Vice Chairman will share insights into how the joint
force is working to innovate combat-ready capabilities
faster than U.S. competitors. Dr. Seth G. Jones, CSIS
senior vice president, Harold Brown Chair, and ISP
director will offer opening remarks.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

1 May 2024 @ 11:00-11:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, USA

Israel and Iran: How to Prevent a Regional
War

Will the recent escalation between Iran and Israel lead
the parties to greater risk-readiness or risk aversion?
What role can outside parties, especially the United
States, play in reducing tensions? Join Aaron David
Miller as he sits down with the Institute for National
Security Studies’ Sima Shine and the Carnegie
Endowment's Karim Sadjadpour to discuss these and
other issues, in the next episode of Carnegie
Connects.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].
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1 May 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs, Australia

Brothers in Arms or Friends with Benefits?
Russia-DPRK Strategic Engagement and
Implications for Northeast Asia

Despite ambitions to increase economic ties, the
Russia-DPRK rapprochement is likely to prioritise
political, security and defence cooperation, to
counteract US plans to strengthen the trilateral
security and defence arrangement with Seoul and
Tokyo alongside the AUKUS agreement. What will
Putin's forecast visit to the DPRK, which may occur as
early as May, reveal about how far the two regimes are
prepared to go in rebuilding strategic ties? Join to learn
more.

For more information, visit [AlIA].

1 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Environmental Journalists on the
Frontlines of Democracy

In advance of this year's World Press Freedom Day, the
Wilson Center’s Environmental Change and Security
Program, in partnership with the Society of
Environmental Journalists, will celebrate the important
role of environmental journalism and highlight the
need to protect journalists around the world from
surveillance, censorship, oppression, and violence.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

2 May 2024 @ 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute for
Policy Studies, USA

Where Your 2023 Taxes Went: A People’s
Briefing

Join this online briefing with IPS' National Priorities
Project to get an illuminating explanation of how the

government has spent income taxes from 2023.

For more information, visit [IPS].
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2 May 2024 @ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), National
University of Singapore, Singapore

Authoritarian Malepistemisation and Its
Discontents: Chinese Discourses on the
Russia-Ukraine and Israel-Gaza Wars

This talk explicates the dynamics of authoritarian
malepistemisation and its discontents, and explores
the key conditions under which it could be effectively
overcome.

For more information, visit [NUS].

2 May 2024 @ 2:30- 4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish
Institute for International Studies, Denmark

The importance of archives in
decolonisation processes in the North and
the role of international law

The power to write one’s own history plays a pivotal
role in any attempt to define a polity and claim
sovereignty, just as state power is enacted through the
production of official records. The relationship
between sovereignty and historiography is visible in
most capitals: the state archives are often placed near
government and parliamentary buildings. Questions of
archival ownership and custody, and indeed what
exactly comprises an “archive”, are thus integral to the
project of decolonization. In this seminar, leading
experts in the fields of international law and archival
science will discuss the importance of archives to both
past and ongoing decolonization efforts.

For more information, visit [Danish Institute].

2 May 2024 @ 2:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

North American Economic Security in an
Era of Geopolitical Uncertainty

This event will bring together former trade negotiators
from the three USMCA countries who will discuss the
state of North American cooperation and integration
as well as opportunities and challenges in the lead up
to the 2026 USMCA review. It will also investigate the
growing relevance of North American economic
security as a shared policy objective, delve into the
political context, pathways to greater economic
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integration, as well as the major risks and
opportunities facing businesses, among other key
issues.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

2 May 2024 @ 1:00- 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

The Business Case for Democracy: The
Private Sector's Role in Healthy Civic Life

Democracy is neither invincible nor inevitable. What
are the ways that the private sector can help us shape
and strengthen democratic institutions, including the
rule of law and the preservation of free speech? What
responsibility do businesses have in helping
strengthen the civic space? These are a few of the
questions that will be addressed in this virtual event
highlighting the important role of businesses in
sustaining our democracy.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

2 May 2024 @ 9:30- 10:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

Collisions: The Origins of the War in
Ukraine and the New Global Instability
with Michael Kimmage and Mary Elise
Sarotte

Maria Snegovaya will moderate a conversation
between Michael Kimmage and Mary Elise Sarotte
about Dr. Kimmage's latest book, Collisions: The
Origins of the War in Ukraine and the New Global
Instability. Michael Kimmage is a Senior Associate non-
resident fellow with the Europe, Russia, and Eurasia
Program at CSIS, and the chair of the department of
history at Catholic University. Mary Elise Sarotte is a
professor of historical studies at Johns Hopkins
University School of Advanced International Studies,
and the author of Not One Inch: America, Russia, and
the Making of Post-Cold War Stalemate.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

2 May 2024 @ 12:00- 1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), The Ash
Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation,
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USA

GETTING-Plurality: The Future of
Collaborative Technology and Democracy

Join the next GETTING-Plurality Research Workshop
with Glen Weyl as he discusses Plurality: The Future of
Collaborative Technology and Democracy, an open, git-
based collaborative book project that aims to offer a
vision for the future of technology focused around
empowering and bridging social difference.

For more information, visit [Ash Center].

2 May 2024 @ 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Beyond the ballot: Panama’s elections and
economic outlook

Ahead of Panama's elections, the Atlantic Council
discusses Panama’s economic outlook, opportunities

for nearshoring, and the future of the Panama Canal.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

2 May 2024 @ 3:30 -5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stanford
University, USA

The Insiders’' Game: How Elites Make War
and Peace | Elizabeth Saunders

About the Speaker: Elizabeth N. Saunders is a
Professor of Political Science at Columbia University
and a non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings
Institution. Her research and teaching focuses on the
domestic politics of international security and U.S.
foreign policy. Join this talk to learn more from her.

For more information, visit [Stanford].

3 May 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Italian Institute
For International Political Studies, Italy

Escaping the Debt Trap: Recipes From the
G7 and Beyond

Poor and developing countries are suffering the most
as their debt burden hampers their ability to grow.
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High-interest rates are just making things worse. Debt
renegotiation would be key but big creditors (e.g.
China) are not keen to grant concessions. Can the
world escape the potential vicious circle of an ever-
increasing debt burden? What recipes can be offered
by G7 countries and beyond? This Roundtable is
organized in the context of Think7 which is co-chaired
by ISPI. Join the event to learn more.

For more information, visit [ISPI].

3 May 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

Report Launch: Beyond Economics: How
U.S. Policies Can Undermine National
Security Goals

Join the CSIS Scholl Chair in International Business and
the CSIS Strategic Technologies Program for a report
launch of their latest paper on how the U.S. tech
ecosystem supports the country's national security
objectives.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

3 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Mexico Election Series | The Future of
USMCA

This event will begin by exploring how shifting US and
Mexican foreign policy goals will impact the future of
North America, and the tension Mexican
administrations have faced between trying to avoid
international involvement while also benefitting from
nearshoring. We will then zoom out and discuss the
2026 review of USMCA and look at ways in which a
North American identity could be strengthened.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

6 May 2024 @ 4:00- 4:45 p.m. (GMT+2) European
Council on Foreign Relations, Germany

African Voices: African reforms and
priorities for Climate Finance
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European policymakers need to engage with an
inconvenient truth: political and financial capital are
limited, and policymakers will need to prioritise where
these resources should flow. The technically, politically,
and legally complicated nature of many policies in
climate finance mean that implementing any of the
proposed solutions is a difficult task. But, until now,
Europeans have spread these resources too thinly over
an array of policy proposals. This means that
Europeans and other actors have struggled to make
breakthroughs in different areas. Fixing the funding
gap will require greater focus. Experts will discuss this
and more in this talk.

For more information, visit [ECFR].

6 May 2024 @ 2:00- 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The Heritage
Foundation, USA

Launch of Chinese Handcuffs: How China
Hijacked the Environmental Agenda

Join the event for the launch of The Heritage
Foundation’s “Chinese Handcuffs” project, exploring
the Chinese Communist Party’s calculated strategy to
control “green energy” sources and the consequences
of the American left's eagerness to collaborate with
China in the fight against climate change.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].

7 May 2024 @ 10:30- 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Securing the Border and Keeping
Americans Safe: How lllegal Immigration
Leads to Preventable Crime

The left's open border and soft-on-crime policies have
led to an increase in preventable crime across the
country. Join the event for a conversation about what
can be done to reverse these effects and keep
Americans safe.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].

7 May 2024 @ 10:00- 11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Inter-
American Dialogue, USA
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Is Peru’s Democracy at Risk?

What is the nature of Peru's current political and
institutional crisis? How does this fit into a regional
context? What are possible turning points for
accelerating democratic backsliding or, alternatively,
renewal? How does Peru'’s business community view
the political crisis and what role can they play in
strengthening the rule of law? To address these
questions and more, join the Inter-American Dialogue
as they will host an online discussion with analysts and
former policy officials.

For more information, visit [American Dialogue].

7 May 2024 @ 1:00 -3:00 p.m. (GMT+3), Institute Of
Security Studies, South Africa

Violent extremist groups and illicit
economies in West Africa

This seminar explores the different but often
overlapping objectives of violent extremist groups
involved in illicit economies.

For more information, visit [ISS].

7 May 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Election Series | Assessing Mexico's
Democracy

To share their reports on Mexico's democracy and
objectively analyze how and why it has declined in
comparison to other countries, the Mexico Institute will
host a webinar with scholars and experts from leading
organizations that collect data on democracy around
the world.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

Recent Book Releases

Ana Raquel Minian, In the Shadow of Liberty: The
Invisible History of Immigrant Detention in the United
States, Viking, 384 pages, published April 16, 2024. For
a review, see [The New York Review of books].
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Richard L. Hasen, A Real Right to Vote: How a
Constitutional Amendment Can Safeguard American
Democracy, Princeton University Press, 240 pages,
Published February 20, 2024, For a review, see [
Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Lawrence Lessig, Matthew Seligman, How to Steal a
Presidential Election, Yale University Press, 176 pages,
Published February 13, 2024, For a review, see [
Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Narges Bajoghli, How Sanctions Work: Iran and the
Impact of Economic Warfare, Stanford University
Press, 212 pages, Published February 6, 2024, For a
review, see [ Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Jonathan Sullivan, Lev Nachman, Taiwan: A
Contested Democracy Under Threat, Agenda
Publishing, 176 pages, Published January 30, 2024, For
areview, see [The Los Angeles Review of books].

Ken Heydon, The Trade Weapon: How Weaponizing
Trade Threatens Growth, Public Health and the
Climate Transition, Polity Pr, 204 pages, Published
January 23, 2024, For a review, see [ Foreign Affairs
Review of books].

Chris Millington, The Invention of Terrorism in
France, 1904-1939, Stanford University Press, 288
pages, Published September 26, 2023, For a review,
see [ Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Marral Shamshiri, Sorcha Thomson, She Who
Struggles: Revolutionary Women Who Shaped the
World, Pluto Press, 248 pages, Published September
20, 2023, For a review, see [ LSE Review of books].

Ferdinand Mount, Big Caesars and Little Caesars:
How They Rise and How They Fall - From julius Caesar
to Boris Johnson, Bloomsbury Continuum, 305 pages,
Published July 20, 2023, For a review, see [ Foreign
Affairs Review of books].

Calls

The Open University of Catalonia invites paper
proposals for its international conference “The
Crossroad of International Environmental Law
Enforcement,” to be held on December 2-3, 2024. The
deadline for abstract submission is July 1, 2024. For
more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Florida State University College of Law and Loyola
University Chicago School of Law invite paper
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proposals for the Fifteenth Annual Constitutional Law
Colloquium, to be held on November 15-16m 2024, at
Florida State University College of Law. The deadline
for abstract submission is June 18, 2024. For more
information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Specialist (Risk
Resilience Governance) to be based in Jakarta Pusat,
Indonesia. Applications are accepted until May 10,
2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Specialist/Effective
Governance Cluster Lead to be based in Chisinau,
Republic of Moldova. Applications are accepted until
May 10, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Transitional Justice Specialist to be
based in Tunisia. Applications are accepted until May
12, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National Expert on Peace
Infrastructure to be based in Kyrgyzstan. Applications
are accepted until May 6, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Human Resources Specialist to be based in
Pakistan. Applications are accepted until May 15, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

he United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Legal Affairs Specialist based in
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until May 7,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Finance Assistant to join their team. The primary
location for this position is Timor-Leste-Dili.
Applications are accepted until May 9, 2024. More
information is provided at [WHQO].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a
Legal Consultant based in WFP's Headquarters in
Rome, Italy. Applications are accepted until May 8,
2024. More information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a
Programme Policy Officer. Applications are accepted
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until May 8, 2024. More information is provided at
[WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a
Programme Policy Officer (Emergency). Applications
are accepted until May 6, 2024. More information is
provided at [WEP].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Senior Programme Officer based in Italy.
Applications are accepted until May 17, 2024. More
information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Administrative Officer. Applications are accepted
until May 16, 2024. More information is provided at
[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a Program Specialist (Seed Policy &
Regulation). Applications are accepted until May 16,
2024. More information is provided at [FAQ].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Intern - Legal Affairs. Applications are accepted until
May 7, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Senior Development Coordination Officer, Head Of
RCO And Strategic Planner based in Bujumbura.
Applications are accepted until May 21, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Senior Conflict Resolution Officer to be based in
Geneva. Applications are accepted until May 4, 2024.
More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Senior Development Coordination Officer, Head Of
RCO And Strategic Planner to be based in Sana'a.
Applications are accepted until May 23, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for an
International consultant - Evaluation Team Leader.
Applications are accepted until May 6, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
is looking for a Senior Human Rights Advisor.
Applications are accepted until May 9, 2024. More
information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
is looking for a Migration Health Programme
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Coordinator to be based in Cotabato City, Philippines.
Applications are accepted until May 9, 2024. More
information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
is looking for a Change Management Division based
in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until
May 9, 2024. More information is provided at [IOM].

The World Bank is looking for a Senior Economist to
be based in Moroni, Comoros. Applications are
accepted until May 10, 2024. More information is
provided at [World Bank].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a Legal Services Director to be based in Baltimore,
USA. Applications are accepted until 25 June 2024.
More information is provided at [IRC].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) is looking for a Governance Affairs Intern
based in Paris. Applications are accepted until 8 May
2024. More information is provided at [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) is looking for a UNEP Finance Initiative
(UNEP FI) Administrative Internship. Applications
are accepted until 8 May 2024. More information is
provided at [UNEP].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) is looking for a Senior Legal Advisor to be
based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are
accepted until 20 May 2024. More information is
provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) is looking for a Programme Management -
Senior Officer to be based in Myanmar. Applications
are accepted until 5 May 2024. More information is
provided at [UNOPS].

SOAS University is looking for a Lecturer - Political
Theory to join their campus at Bloomsbury, Camden.
Applications are accepted until 15 July 2024. More
information is provided at [SOAS].

SOAS University is looking for a Lecturer in Politics
and/or International Relations to join their campus
at Bloomsbury, Camden. Applications are accepted
until 15 July 2024. More information is provided at
[SOAS].

The Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of
Sheffield seeks a Lecturer in Sociology. Applications
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are accepted until 7 May 2024. More information is
provided at [Sheffield].

The University of Cologne is looking for candidates
for the position of Professorship in Finance.
Applications are accepted until 16 June 2024. More
information is provided at [Cologne].

The Department of Law of the Faculty of Law,
Economics and Finance of the University of
Luxembourg is looking for Research and
Development specialist to conduct research in the
fields of criminal and legal theory. Applications are
accepted until 30 May 2024. More information is
provided at [Luxembourg].

The Faculty of Law at Oxford University is looking
for a Departmental Lecturer in Taxation Law.
Applications are accepted until 7 May 2024. More
information is provided at [Oxford].

The Faculty of Law at Oxford University is looking
for a Lecturer in Criminology. Applications are
accepted until 7 May 2024. More information is
provided at [Oxford].

The London School of Economics and Political Science
is looking for a Professor in Management
(Organisational Behaviour - Micro). Applications are
accepted until 29 September 2024. More information is
provided at [LSE].

King's College London is looking for a candidate to fill
the position of Head of the Defence Studies
Department. Applications are accepted until 13 May
2024. More information is provided at [King's College].

The University of Amsterdam’s Law School is looking
for an Assistant Professor in International Criminal
Law. Applications are accepted until 17 May 2024.
More information is provided at [Amsterdam].

Birmingham Newman University is looking for a
Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Law. Applications are
accepted until 10 May 2024. More information is
provided at [Newman].

The University of Manchester is looking for a
candidate to fill the position of Lecturer in
Commercial Law. Applications are accepted until 9
May 2024. More information is provided at
[Manchester].

The UCL Faculty of Laws is looking for a Lecturer in
Private Law. Applications are accepted until 12 May
2024. More information is provided at [UCL].
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The School of Law and Criminology at the University
of Greenwich is looking for a Lecturer in Law.
Applications are accepted until 5 May 2024. More
information is provided at [Greenwich].

The University of Reading School of Law is looking
for a lecturer in Law and Technology. Applications
are accepted until 3 June 2024. More information is
provided at [Reading].

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish
(bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas Diecke (fd), Florian
Gareis (fg), Jason Wang (jw), Jennifer Martinez (jm), Joseph
Black (jb), Lottie van Wijck (lvw), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten
Strantzen (ms), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nang Su Thiri Win
(nw), Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Theodore Griffin (tg), Tomwit
Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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