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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Iran’s,

Paraguay’s, and Somaliland’s Independence Day and

Norway’s Constitution Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Former Defense Minister Wei's

resurgence ends purge rumors 

(ms) Amidst speculation surrounding his political

status in the wake of the recent crackdown on the

Chinese military, Wei Fenghe, China's former defense

minister, appears to have retained his position within

the Chinese Communist Party.

This inference stems from Wei's inclusion in a floral

tribute during the funeral of Oyunqemag, former

ethnic Mongolian vice chairperson of the Standing

Committee of the 10th and 11th National People's

Congress (NPC) of China. This suggests Wei's political

safety despite his recent absence from public view.

Wei's disappearance coincided with the abrupt

removal of his successor, Li Shangfu, last October (see



AiR No. 44, October/2023, 5). Li's removal overlapped

with the investigation and dismissal of several high-

ranking officers of the People's Liberation Army Rocket

Force, with whom Li was closely associated during his

time as Head of the Equipment Development

Department.

Wei's tenure as Commander of the PLA Rocket Force

from 2012 to 2017, along with his disappearance

therefore led to speculations that he too had fallen

victim to a political purge. However, Wei's presence on

the floral tribute indicates a potential escape from the

recent purges targeting high-ranking officials within

the People's Liberation Army (PLA).

In China's opaque political system, appearances in

official settings serve as significant indicators of one's

political fate. Wei's absence from key events, such as

an official National Day reception and exclusion from a

customary Lunar New Year greeting list for retired

senior officials, initially raised concerns about his

status.

The PLA purge, which targeted top leaders including

commanders of the Rocket Force, has left uncertainties

within China's military establishment. Despite

assuming the role of defense minister in December,

Wei's successor Dong Jun is yet to be appointed as a

state counselor or granted membership on the Central

Military Commission (CMC), customary privileges for

previous defense ministers, signaling a cautionary

handling of military personal. [First Post] [South China

Morning Post]

China: Expansion of surveillance

measures

(ms) China has ramped up its efforts to expand

surveillance measures, both domestically and

internationally, citing national security concerns. The

Ministry of State Security (MSS), China’s primary

intelligence agency, has issued warnings regarding the

purportedly sophisticated tactics utilized by foreign

entities to recruit Chinese nationals stationed

overseas. These warnings coincide with broader

initiatives aimed at tightening control over information

and suppressing dissent, rather than genuine efforts to

combat espionage.

China has introduced measures to enhance

surveillance capabilities, including new regulations

granting state security police expanded powers to

conduct electronic device searches. These measures,

framed as necessary for national security, have raised
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concerns about potential abuses and violations of civil

liberties.

Additionally, Official statements from the MSS have

highlighted the perceived threat posed by foreign spy

agencies, alleging that they employ manipulative

tactics to recruit Chinese nationals abroad. These

allegations serve as a justification for bolstering

surveillance measures and tightening control over

information flows, particularly in sectors deemed

sensitive by the Chinese government.

The MSS has advised Chinese personnel stationed

abroad to exercise caution in their interactions and to

prioritize the protection of state secrets. However,

critics argue that these warnings are part of a broader

strategy to instill fear and suspicion among Chinese

citizens abroad, discouraging dissent and promoting

loyalty to the state.

In parallel with these efforts, China has implemented

an expanded counter espionage law in May 2023

granting expanded powers to national security

agencies and broadening the definition of espionage to

the extent that all "documents, data, materials, and

items related to national security and interests" are to

be protected in the same way as state secrets, and that

unlawful access or dissemination of such documents,

data, materials, and items is punishable by the same

degree” (see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1). These laws

provide legal cover for increased surveillance and

enforcement activities, further consolidating the

government’s control over information and dissent.

Critics argue that China’s intensified focus on

surveillance under the guise of national security serves

primarily to maintain political control and suppress

dissent. Additionally, in the wake of allegations against

China in various countries, including the US, Sweden

and, most recently, the UK and Germany, where two

and three suspects respectively have been arrested for

espionage activities on behalf of China (read more AiR

No. 17, April/2024, 4) Beijing’s surveillance push is also

seen by observers as diversionary tactic or as an effort

to stir up greater fear and an "us versus them" attitude

among the own population. [Global Times 1] [Global

Times 2] [Radio Free Asia] [South China Morning Post]

China: Health minister steps down

(ms) Ma Xiaowei, the head of China’s National Health

Commission (NHC), has announced his resignation as

he nears the official retirement age of 65. Ma played a

pivotal role in steering China through the Covid-19
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pandemic, implementing President Xi Jinping’s

controversial "zero-Covid policy," which emphasized

extensive testing, rapid lockdowns, and strict

containment measures.

During his tenure since March 2018, Ma mobilized

thousands of medical personnel during the COVID-19

pandemic to support regions grappling with outbreaks.

He defended Beijing’s control strategies, citing the

collective effort of China's population in combating the

pandemic.

Ma’s deputy, Lei Haichao, has been appointed

Communist Party secretary of the NHC, a position

typically preceding the formal directorship. Lei,

described as a top public health expert, brings

extensive experience to the role, having served in

various capacities within China’s health sector and as a

member of the World Health Organization’s advisory

committee. [Agenzia Nova] [South China Morning Post]

China: Job preferences of graduates’

signal lack of trust in country's economy

(ms) Amidst the backdrop of ongoing economic

uncertainty, China's fresh graduates are increasingly

turning towards state-owned enterprises (SOEs) for job

security, a recent report by recruitment platform

Zhaopin reveals. The findings shed light on a growing

trend where nearly half of graduating students aspire

to join SOEs, marking a fifth consecutive year of

increase.

The report, based on a survey conducted between late

March and mid-April, highlights that 48 percent of

graduating students prefer positions in SOEs, marking

a strong increase of 12 percent points in comparison

to 2020, while only 13 percent seek opportunities in

private companies – a significant decline from 25

percent compared with four years ago. This shift

underscores a broader sentiment among graduates

prioritizing job stability over other factors amidst an

unpredictable economic climate.

Stability emerged as a key consideration for job

seekers, with 51 percent citing it as the most important

factor, a notable increase from previous years. This

preference for job stability over success or chances for

promotions reflects a cautious approach towards

employment choices, driven by concerns over

economic volatility.

Besides the allure of SOEs, graduates are also drawn to

sectors such as information technology,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-x/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-m/


telecommunications, and the internet, which offer

both job security and growth prospects. Additionally,

an increasing number of graduates are opting to work

in third- and lower-tier cities, indicating a pragmatic

approach to employment in less competitive job

markets, in the wake of record university graduate

numbers and high youth unemployment. [Michael

Pettis via Twitter] [Yicai Global] [Zhaopin in Chinese]

China: Export rebound signals global

demand recovery, yet domestic concerns

linger

(ms) In April, China's export sector exhibited resilience,

experiencing a 1.5 percent year-on-year increase in

exports, reaching USD 292.5 billion. This growth

marked a notable reversal from the 7.5 percent decline

observed in March. Analysts attribute this rebound to a

recovery in global demand, particularly from the US,

providing a positive outlook for China's export-

oriented economy. Domestic demand, however,

remains a key issue.

Despite the significant export growth, uncertainties

persist due to external trade frictions, such as the

European Union's anti-subsidy investigation into

China's electric vehicles and US concerns regarding

overcapacity. These factors could potentially impede

China's export prospects in the future.

To mitigate risks and ensure sustainable economic

growth, analysts emphasize the importance of

bolstering domestic demand. While exports remain

vital, sustaining domestic consumption is crucial. On

the domestic front, China's consumer price index (CPI)

rose by 0.3 percent year-on-year in April, indicating a

gradual but still rather weak recovery in domestic

demand. Core inflation, excluding volatile food and

fuel prices, also showed signs of improvement,

suggesting a resurgence in demand, particularly in the

services sector.

However, challenges persist, including fiscal strains

faced by local governments, potentially leading to price

hikes by utility companies. The producer price index

(PPI) continued its downward trend, dropping by 2.5

percent year-on-year in April, underscoring challenges

in the industrial manufacturing sector and the need for

policy measures to stimulate growth. [National Bureau

of Statistics 1] [National Bureau of Statistics 2]

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]
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China: Two cities scrap home purchase

restrictions to revive housing market

(ms) Hangzhou and Xi'an, two prominent Chinese

cities, have recently eliminated all restrictions on home

purchases in a bid to stimulate their struggling real

estate sectors. This decision follows a directive from

China's central government urging local authorities to

take action to address the ongoing housing market

downturn.

Hangzhou, a key technology hub in the Eastern

Zhejiang province, and home to major companies like

Alibaba and Geely, announced the removal of all

qualifications for potential homebuyers. This means

that buyers will no longer be subject to scrutiny

regarding their eligibility to purchase property.

Additionally, developers now have more flexibility in

selling units, as they can bypass the previous lottery-

based clearance system for undersubscribed projects.

In addition, Hangzhou is also offering incentives such

as favorable mortgage rates for first-time buyers and

the relaxation of residency permit requirements for

non-local homeowners. These measures aim to boost

demand and restore confidence in the local housing

market.

Meanwhile, Xi'an, the capital of the northwestern

Shaanxi province, has followed suit by lifting all home

purchase restrictions. Private companies and

government-affiliated institutions are now permitted

to purchase both second-hand and newly built housing

without facing eligibility checks.

These measures come amid a prolonged downturn in

the Chinese housing market, characterized by falling

property prices and subdued demand, which the

Chinese government is trying to counteract with a

catalog of incentives and a relaxation of regulations,

but so far without lasting effect. While Hangzhou and

Xi'an's initiatives mark significant departures from

previous policy approaches, their effectiveness in

reviving the housing market remains uncertain.

Experts suggest these measures' success will depend

on their ability to stimulate demand in the face of

lingering concerns about excess housing supply and

economic uncertainties. Nonetheless, the decisive

actions taken by Hangzhou and Xi'an reflect a broader

effort by Chinese authorities to address the challenges

facing the country's real estate sector. [Caixin Global]

[CNN] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]
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China: Breakthrough in optical chip

production might challenge US sanctions

(ms) Chinese researchers have devised a cost-effective

method to mass-produce photonic integrated circuits

(PICs), potentially easing the impact of US-led sanctions

on the export of high-advanced chips and technology

needed for their production. The breakthrough,

reported in Nature, involves using lithium tantalate

(LiTaO3) instead of the more expensive lithium niobate

to make these optical chips.

Photonic integrated circuits use photons to process

and transmit data, making them essential for

supercomputers and data centers. They are also

crucial for fiber optic communications and photonic

computing, which improve data transmission speeds

and reduce energy consumption.

The high costs and limited size of wafers made from

lithium niobate have restricted the industrial adoption

of PIC technology. However, the research team from

the Shanghai Institute of Microsystem and Information

Technology found that lithium tantalate offers similar

or superior properties at a lower cost.

Lithium tantalate is already used commercially in 5G

radiofrequency filters for smartphones, indicating its

viability for large-scale production. The researchers

developed a manufacturing process using deep

ultraviolet stepper-based technology, allowing for the

creation of low-loss PICs. This method is compatible

with existing silicon manufacturing techniques,

facilitating scalable production.

Novel Si Integration Technology, a start-up associated

with the Shanghai institute, can already mass-produce

eight-inch wafers using this new material. This

positions China to potentially lead in domestic optical

and radiofrequency chip production, reducing its

dependence on foreign technology and mitigating the

effects of US export controls and sanctions targeting

advanced chips and manufacturing equipment.

[NewsBytes] [South China Morning Post]

China: Issuance of USD 138 billion

stimulus bond begins

(ms) China's Ministry of Finance has announced plans

to commence the issuance of USD 138 billion in long-

term special treasury bonds set to begin on May 17,

comes after weeks of anticipation among market

participants.
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Premier Li Qiang emphasized the importance of

utilizing these ultra-long bonds to support major

national strategies and enhance security capabilities in

critical areas. The government aims to coordinate

efforts across conventional and extraordinary policies

to address economic challenges effectively.

The announcement of the bond issuance timeline

coincides with recent economic indicators revealing

subdued credit growth and fragile domestic demand.

While China's economy demonstrated a stronger-than-

expected growth of 5.3 percent in the first quarter,

concerns linger over the sustainability of this

momentum amidst tepid demand.

These bonds were first announced during China's

parliamentary conference, known as the "two

sessions," in March. Their issuance is relatively rare,

marking only the fourth time in 26 years that China has

issued such bonds. This rarity underscores the gravity

of the economic challenges China faces and the

importance the government places on stimulating

growth (see AiR No. 14, April/2024, 1).

Premier Li Qiang emphasized the importance of

utilizing these ultra-long bonds to support major

national strategies and enhance security capabilities in

critical areas. The government aims to coordinate

efforts across conventional and extraordinary policies

to address economic challenges effectively.

Investors have responded positively to the news, with

Chinese equities rebounding and bond yields

experiencing a decline. Expectations of further

monetary easing have gained traction, with analysts

foreseeing potential reductions in reserve

requirements to facilitate bond purchases.

[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Major banks to issue USD 8.3 billion

in loss-absorbing bonds

(ms) China’s largest banks, the Industrial and

Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) and the Bank of

China (BOC), are set to issue a combined USD 8.3

billion in total loss-absorbing capacity (TLAC) bonds

this week. This move is part of their efforts to comply

with new regulatory requirements from the People’s

Bank of China (PBOC).

ICBC, the world's largest bank by assets, will issue USD

4.2 billion in TLAC bonds. This includes USD 2.8 billion

in four-year bonds and USD 1.4 billion in six-year

bonds. BOC plans a similar issuance, also totaling USD

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jy/


4.2 billion. These issuances aim to strengthen the

banks' financial resilience by ensuring they can absorb

losses without needing a bailout.

The PBOC has mandated that China’s globally

systemically important banks (G-SIBs) – the Industrial

and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC), the Bank of

China (BOC), the China Construction Bank (CCB)

Agricultural Bank of China (ABC), and the Bank of

Communications (BoCom) – must have a minimum

TLAC ratio of 16 percent of their risk-weighted assets

by 2025 and 18 percent by 2028. Fitch Ratings

estimates that to meet these requirements, China’s

five G-SIBs will need to raise around USD 230 billion by

2025 and about USD 890 billion by 2028.

TLAC bonds are designed to enhance a bank’s ability to

absorb losses. They can be written off or converted

into equity if the bank’s viability is threatened. This

helps ensure that the banks can manage their losses

internally rather than relying on government bailouts.

According to Fitch Ratings, the issuance of these bonds

is crucial for building an additional loss-absorbing

layer.

The upcoming bond sales by ICBC and BOC are part of

a broader plan by China's five largest state-owned

banks to issue a total of USD 60 billion in TLAC bonds

to meet the PBOC’s new solvency requirements. This

strategy aims to bolster the banks' capital structures

and improve their ability to withstand financial shocks.

[Asia Financial] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Local governments turn to data

assets to manage high debt burdens

(ms) In response to financial pressures, some of

China's heavily indebted local governments are

exploring unconventional methods to ease their

burdens. By considering data as potential assets on

their balance sheets, these governments aim to

diversify revenue sources beyond traditional avenues

like land sales.

The Interim Provisions on Accounting Treatment of

Enterprise Data Resources issued by the Ministry of

Finance of China, effective from January 1, enable

enterprises to recognize data resources as intangible

assets or inventories if they meet specific accounting

standards. This recognition offers potential benefits for

indebted local governments in China. Firstly, by

treating data as intangible assets, governments can

explore avenues for asset monetization, such as selling

or licensing data to generate revenue streams for debt
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repayment. Additionally, recognizing data as assets

opens opportunities for innovative financing

mechanisms like securitization, enabling governments

to raise funds without resorting to traditional

borrowing. Moreover, proper accounting treatment of

data resources facilitates risk management efforts,

allowing governments to better assess and mitigate

risks associated with data, such as cybersecurity

threats and data privacy concerns. These measures

can contribute to improved financial stability and debt

management for local governments.

Since the start of the year, several entities, including

local government financing vehicles (LGFVs), state-

owned enterprises, and private companies, have

registered data as assets. However, legal and

evaluative uncertainties persist regarding data

ownership, valuation, and quality.

While some LGFVs have secured financing by

leveraging data assets, the impact remains limited

compared to their overall debts. For instance, despite

obtaining loans based on data assets, LGFVs still face

significant outstanding debts. [South China Morning

Post]

China: Government implements

incentives to revitalize consumer market

through trade-in programs

(ms) Facing sluggish consumer demand amid economic

challenges, the Chinese government has rolled out

incentives aimed at rejuvenating the consumption

market. These initiatives, which include trade-in

programs for consumer goods such as automobiles,

home appliances, and furniture, seek to bolster

spending and stimulate economic growth.

Under these programs, consumers are offered

financial incentives to trade in older vehicles, home

appliances, and furniture for newer models. The

incentives, including subsidies and discounts, are

designed to incentivize consumers to upgrade their

possessions, thereby stimulating demand and

supporting domestic manufacturers.

The trade-in programs are part of a broader effort by

the Chinese government to encourage spending on

big-ticket items and revitalize the economy. By

providing support for consumers to replace outdated

goods with newer, more efficient models, the

government aims to spur domestic consumption while

promoting industrial upgrades and technological

advancements.
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Initial reports by Chinese state media suggest a

positive response from consumers, with increased

sales observed in sectors targeted by the trade-in

programs. This surge in demand is seen as a welcome

development amid concerns about slowing economic

growth and subdued consumer sentiment.

However, critics raise concerns about the sustainability

and effectiveness of the trade-in programs. They argue

that while these initiatives may provide a short-term

boost to consumption, they fail to address deeper

structural issues in the economy. Critics point to flaws

evident during the 2008-2009 financial crisis, when

similar cash for clunkers programs were implemented

in various countries.

During the financial crisis, some analysis suggested

that the cost of these programs exceeded their

benefits to the economy. For instance, in the United

States, the cash for clunkers program led consumers

to purchase cheaper, more fuel-efficient cars, resulting

in reduced spending on higher-priced models.

Similarly, concerns have been raised about the trade-in

programs in China potentially diverting funds from

other sectors and encouraging consumers to prioritize

subsidized goods over essential services.

Moreover, critics argue that the trade-in programs may

exacerbate overcapacity in certain industries, leading

to market distortions and inefficiencies. By

incentivizing consumers to replace goods prematurely,

these initiatives could contribute to wasteful

consumption patterns and the short-term effects

might then be diminished when the replaced products

enter the re-sell market. [Bloomberg] [China Daily]

[Global Times] [Michael Pettis via Twitter] [South China

Morning Post] [World Street Journal]

China: Huawei shifts away from Android

with own operating systems

(ms) Huawei Technologies is set to launch HarmonyOS

Next, its first completely home-made operating

system, aiming to reduce its reliance on Google's

Android ecosystem. This move follows U.S. export

controls that have constrained Huawei's access to

critical components for its mobile business.

HarmonyOS Next, slated to debut with the Mate 70

smartphone, boasts improved memory efficiency and

integrated artificial intelligence capabilities.

Additionally, Huawei aims to expand its ecosystem,

currently comprising 4,000 apps, to over 5,000 by the
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end of the year and set the ambitions goal to

eventually surpass 500,000.

The transition to HarmonyOS Next signifies Huawei's

strategic pivot towards self-reliance, a response to the

limitations imposed by U.S. sanctions. Initially

developed for “Internet of Things” (IoT) applications,

HarmonyOS has gradually evolved to cater to

smartphones and automotive systems.

Despite Huawei's recent resurgence in smartphone

sales, fueled by models like the Mate 60 Pro and Pura

70 series, challenges lie ahead. The migration to

HarmonyOS Next necessitates significant investment

and collaboration from app developers. Key players,

such as Tencent Holdings, are yet to commit to porting

their apps to the new platform.

Huawei's ambitions extend beyond smartphones, with

HarmonyOS poised to penetrate IoT and automotive

sectors. However, the success of HarmonyOS Next

hinges on its adoption by both consumers and

developers, particularly in markets outside China.

[Nikkei Asia] [The Register]

China: Carbon market hits record high

amid regulatory shift

(ms) China's carbon market is experiencing a surge in

activity as the government tightens regulations to

combat emissions. With carbon allowances trading at

record highs, reaching USD 14.05 per metric tons CO2

(mtCO2) on April 24, and continuing to rise, the

urgency for compliance is evident.

China, responsible for the biggest share of the world's

new coal-fired energy capacity in 2023, faces increasing

pressure to reduce emissions. The nationwide

emissions trading system, launched in July 2021, works

by setting a cap on total emissions allowed from

participating companies. These companies are

allocated emissions allowances, which they can trade

on the market. As regulations tighten and demand for

allowances increases, prices rise, soaring over 20

percent higher than the previous year's end.

The tightening regulations, coupled with impending

penalties for non-compliance, have prompted major

polluters to secure emissions credits. Companies

which failed to meet obligations by the end of 2023

now face substantially higher fines under new

legislation enforced from May 1, intensifying the

demand for carbon allowances.
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Additionally, signals from high-level political meetings,

notably the "Two Sessions," indicate a commitment to

tighter emissions limits and expanding the emissions

trading scheme to cover additional sectors. Analysts

project continued growth in participation and pricing

as a result of this bullish sentiment.

However, China's reliance on coal-fired power plants

remains a concern. Despite efforts to promote

renewable energy and carbon trading, the nation's coal

consumption and the capacity for new coal-fired plants

continue to rise. [Nikkei Asia] [S&P Global]

China: Corruption campaign targets

senior financial officials

(ms) President Xi Jinping’s anti-corruption campaign

continues and again entangles high ranking officials

from Chinas financial sector with Ren Chunsheng, a

senior official appointed to lead the Complaint

Mediation Centre of the National Financial Regulatory

Administration (NFRA) and Zhang Hongli, former vice

president of the Industrial and Commercial Bank of

China (ICBC), facing scrutiny over alleged corruption.

Ren was detained by the Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection (CCDI) on suspicion of serious

violations of discipline and law, an often-used

euphemism for corruption. Ren's detention occurred

just about a week after assuming his role, highlighting

uncertainty within newly established regulatory bodies

like the NFRA.

Ren's case is emblematic of broader issues within

China's financial regulatory framework. Despite recent

reforms aimed at centralizing oversight and enhancing

regulatory enforcement, corruption and instability

persists within key financial institutions.

In a parallel development, Zhang was expelled from

the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) due to serious

violations of party discipline and laws. Zhang's

misconduct, which included engaging in political

machinations, superstition, and accepting gifts in

contravention of regulations, is yet another case of

corruption in the financial sector.

Additionally, Zhou Zheng, a former deputy general

manager of China's biggest food trader China Oil and

Foodstuffs Corporation (COFCO), faces expulsion from

the CCP over allegations of corruption and misconduct,

including misusing public funds to interfering in

market activities. His case underscores systemic issues

within state-owned enterprises and their susceptibility
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to corruption. [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua 1]

[Xinhua 2]

China: Layoffs at investment banking

companies amidst slow deal activity

(ms) As China grapples with sluggish dealmaking

activities, several prominent banking groups, including

Chinese firms China International Capital Corp (CICC)

and CITIC Securities, along with JPMorgan, have

initiated job cuts in the investment banking sector.

These measures come in response to a slow recovery

in listing and deal activities, prompting the need for

stringent cost controls.

CICC is set to reduce its investment banking headcount

by at least 10 percent this year, reflecting the

challenges faced by domestic banking institutions

amidst an economic slowdown and escalating tensions

between China and the US. Similarly, CITIC Securities is

trimming around a dozen investment banking jobs in

Hong Kong, signaling the first major workforce

reductions among top Chinese investment banks this

year.

JPMorgan has commenced a new round of layoffs in

Asia, cutting at least seven investment banking

positions. These reductions primarily impact staff at

vice president and associate levels across sectors like

consumer, energy, and healthcare.

The job cuts underscore the prevailing challenges in

the Chinese financial landscape, with dwindling deal

flows in China and Hong Kong attributed to economic

sluggishness and persistent political risks. Last year,

proceeds from initial public offerings in Hong Kong

plummeted to their lowest levels in two decades,

reflecting waning investor confidence (see AiR No. 14,

April/2024, 1). [Bloomberg] [China Economic Review]

[Reuters]

China: Hong Kong appeals court upholds

government's bid to ban “Glory to Hong

Kong” protest song

(ms) In a ruling on May 8, Hong Kong’s appeals court

sided with the government's attempt to ban the

protest anthem 'Glory to Hong Kong,' overturning a

previous decision by a lower court. The judgment was

based on the argument that the song had been used

to fuel violent protests and was causing confusion as it
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was often mistaken for China’s national anthem on the

international stage.

The Court of Appeal judges stated that the injunction

sought by authorities was necessary to prompt online

platforms to remove what they considered

problematic videos featuring the song. Despite

concerns raised about potential limitations on free

speech, the court maintained that the ban was justified

given the perceived impact of the song on social order.

This decision comes amid an ongoing crackdown by

the Hong Kong government against pro-democracy

movements, with authorities asserting that the song's

misrepresentation as the city’s anthem poses a threat

to national identity and stability. Even if the ruling now

makes it legally binding, the song and its distribution

were already de facto illegal beforehand.

Critics argue that such measures undermine

fundamental rights and raise questions about the

future of freedom of expression in Hong Kong. The

ruling is seen as another reflection of the government’s

determination to suppress dissent, especially following

the implementation of the national security law and

subsequent crackdown on activists. [Hong Kong Free

Press]

China-Hong Kong: Key witness testifies

against Jimmy Lai in national security trial

(ms) Hong Kong media mogul Jimmy Lai, founder of

Apple Daily, is on trial for charges related to conspiring

to collude with foreign forces and publishing seditious

materials under Beijing's national security law. Royston

Chow, a former executive at Next Digital, took the

stand on March 7, revealing significant details about

Lai’s alleged activities during the 2019 pro-democracy

protests.

Chow testified that Lai transferred ownership of

Lacock Inc., a British Virgin Islands-registered

company, to activist Chan Tsz-wah as a reward for his

services in international lobbying. This transfer,

orchestrated by Mark Simon, Lai's right-hand man,

occurred in December 2019, during the height of the

protests. Chow, who joined Next Digital in 1993 and

held various senior positions, stated that he signed the

transfer documents without knowing Chan’s identity.

Chan, who pleaded guilty to conspiring to collude with

foreign forces in August 2021, had connected Lai with

the "Fight for Freedom, Stand with Hong Kong" (SWHK)

advocacy group, in his own testimony in at the end or
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April (see AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4). This group sought

international support and sanctions against Hong Kong

and China. Lai allegedly financed SWHK's campaigns

through his companies.

The prosecution argues that Lai, through Chan, sought

international sanctions against Hong Kong and China.

As the trial progresses, if found guilty, he faces life

imprisonment. [Hong Kong Free Press 1] [Hong Kong

Free Press 2]

China: Verdict in Hong Kong 47 trial

expected for end of May

(ms) The verdict for Hong Kong’s largest national

security case is expected to be delivered at the end of

May, 14 months after the trial began. The case involves

47 activists and ex-lawmakers charged with conspiring

to commit subversion under the national security law

imposed by Beijing.

The defendants, including ex-lawmakers Lam Cheuk-

ting and Helena Wong, were arrested in 2021 for

organizing primaries ahead of the 2020 Legislative

Council election. They are accused of planning to veto

government bills and disrupt government operations,

actions deemed subversive under the national security

law.

The primary aimed to assess public support, unite pro-

democracy forces, and select candidates for the

upcoming LegCo elections. Over 600,000 people

participated, with pro-democracy candidates winning

in most constituencies. However, the LegCo elections

were later postponed due to the pandemic, frustrating

pro-democracy activists.

Integral to the primary election was a larger strategic

plan: the veto strategy. This strategy aimed to utilize a

potential pro-democracy majority in the Legislative

Council to block the implementation of the national

security law. Pro-democracy candidates chosen

through the primary were expected to form a unified

bloc within LegCo. If this bloc secured a majority, they

planned to use their collective voting power to veto

government-sponsored legislation, or proposals seen

as undermining Hong Kong's democratic principles or

freedoms.

Sixteen defendants have pleaded not guilty, 31 have

pleaded guilty, of which four have agreed to testify for

the prosecution as key witnesses. The trial commenced

in March last year and concluded in December, with
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the expectation of a verdict within three to four

months.

Critics argue that the case represents political

prosecution, while authorities assert that the

defendants engaged in acts of subversion. [Hong Kong

Free Press] [Xinqi Su via Twitter]

China: Underestimated role of civilian

ships in the ambitions of the PLA

(ms) China's invasion of Taiwan under President Xi

Jinping is, for many observers, less a question of will it

happen, but rather when it will happen, with

predictions ranging from next year to within the next

10 years. While there is a general consensus that

China's military is vastly superior to Taiwan's, the

limited amphibious transportation capacity required to

successfully carry out an invasion of the island is often

brought up as a limiting factor in the People's

Liberation Army's (PLA) ambitions. However, this

assumption ignores the capacity of the country's

civilian naval fleet, which the PLA has already used in

previous military maneuvers.

Recent analyses have shed light on the significant role

that China's civilian shipping could play in enabling a

Taiwan invasion. Contrary to previous assessments

that focused solely on the PLA's dedicated amphibious

assault ships, the integration of China's civilian

merchant shipping into its cross-strait assault forces

presents a formidable challenge to Taiwan's defense

and regional stability.

Despite the prevailing view that China lacks sufficient

amphibious lift capacity, evidence suggests otherwise.

The U.S. Department of Defense and Taiwan's Ministry

of Defense have highlighted China's shortage of

traditional amphibious lift, but they may have

underestimated the PLA's ability to leverage civilian

vessels for military purposes. Reports indicate that

China has been actively integrating civilian roll-on/roll-

off vehicle carriers and ferries into its military strategy,

blurring the lines between civilian and military assets.

China's efforts to bolster its civilian shipping for

military purposes have been systematic and

multifaceted. The 2016 National Defense

Transportation Law formalized the role of civilian

carriers in supporting strategic projection, paving the

way for the organization of strategic projection support

forces from large and medium-sized Chinese

companies. Moreover, technical standards have been
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established to ensure that civilian ships can serve

national defense needs when mobilized.

Recent military exercises have showcased China's

ability to execute amphibious assaults using civilian

shipping, including launching amphibious assault craft

directly from modified civilian ferries. This integration

of civilian vessels into military operations has

significantly expanded China's sealift capacity,

potentially enabling the rapid deployment of troops

and equipment for a Taiwan invasion.

The sheer scale of China's civilian shipping industry

further amplifies its military potential. China's

merchant shipbuilding industry is with 42 million

deadweight tons in 2023 the world's largest,

responsible for more than half of all new produced

tonnage globally. This was further expanded by, for

example, the 2018 acquisition of Hong Kong's Orient

Overseas Container Line from COSCO Shipping, a

state-owned shipping company "widely recognized as

the maritime supply arm of the People's Liberation

Army."

Critics may question the survivability and effectiveness

of civilian vessels in a high-intensity conflict. However,

China's civilian ships have been built to defense

standards, equipped with improved firefighting

capabilities, and routinely used to transport heavy

armor and equipment. Moreover, China's emphasis on

achieving information, air, and sea dominance

underscores its commitment to protecting its maritime

assets during military operations. [Strategic Analysis

Australia] [U.S. Naval War College] [War on the Rocks 1]

[War on the Rocks 2]

China: Third aircraft carrier completes

first sea trial

(ms) China's third aircraft carrier, the Fujian, concluded

its maiden sea trials, marking a significant

development in China's naval capabilities. The vessel,

departing from the Shanghai Jiangnan Shipyard,

underwent an eight-day trial period to test its

propulsion, electrical systems, and overall

performance.

Equipped with advanced features such as an

Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System, the Fujian

represents a leap forward in China's naval technology

compared to its predecessors, the Shandong and the

Liaoning. The system enables the launch of China’s

most modern fifth generation J-35 fighter jets, marking
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a huge upgrade in air strike power (see AiR No. 13,

March/2024, 40).

The timing of the Fujian's sea trials coinciding with US-

Philippines military exercises has drawn attention from

regional analysts. While acknowledging China's

growing naval power, experts emphasize the

continued dominance of US carriers, particularly due

to their nuclear-powered propulsion systems and

larger size, enabling longer operational endurance.

The Fujian's commissioning, expected in the coming

years, aligns with China's broader ambition to

strengthen its maritime capabilities. With plans to

expand its aircraft carrier fleet to six vessels by 2035,

China aims to challenge US naval dominance in the

Indo-Pacific region. [Global Times] [The Diplomat]

China: 8th Type 055 destroyer combat

ready

(ms) The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy

has announced the operational readiness of its eighth

Type 055 large destroyer, the Xianyang. This milestone

was confirmed during a training exercise in the South

China Sea, where the Xianyang, along with another

Type 055 destroyer named Yan'an, demonstrated

combat preparedness.

The Type 055 class is equipped with a 112-cell vertical

launch system and advanced radar and sensor

technology. Seen as the counterpart to the US Navy

Arleigh Burke class destroyer, the Type 055 is suitable

for various combat roles including air defense, anti-

ship, anti-submarine, and land attack operations.

With the commissioning of the Xianyang, all eight

ordered Type 055 destroyers are now operational.

However observers anticipate further expansion of

China's naval fleet, potentially including additional

Type 055 destroyers, as the country continues to focus

its military presence especially on the territorial waters

claimed by it unilaterally. [Global Times]

China: New carrier rocket makes debut

(ms) China's Long March-6C carrier rocket made its

maiden voyage from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch

Center on May 7, delivering four satellites into orbit.

Developed by the China Aerospace Science and

Technology Corporation (CASC), the rocket deployed

the Neptune-01 and Smart-1C satellites, along with a
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wide-band optical satellite and a high-resolution video

satellite.

Featuring a single-core, two-stage design, the Long

March-6C is powered by liquid oxygen and kerosene

engines. Notable innovations include the Adaptive

Augmentation Control (AAC) technology for real-time

flight adjustments.

The mission, conducted through public bidding, signals

China's move towards commercializing its space

services while advancing its space exploration efforts.

[Global Times]

Japan: Parliament revises law on removal

of defamatory content on social media

(sh) On May 10, Japan's parliament passed a revised

law to combat defamatory content swiftly on social

media platforms like Facebook and X.

Approved by the House of Councillors on May 3 after

its passage in the House of Representatives on April 19

(see AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4), the amended provider

liability limitation law mandates platform operators to

establish contact points for deletion requests and

disclose removal criteria. It aims to take effect within a

year. The new law also compels operators to inform

users promptly about post deletion decisions.

This move follows heightened concerns about online

defamation, notably after the suicide of Hana Kimura,

a wrestler and reality show cast member, who faced

relentless cyberbullying in 2020. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Diet approves a bill to control

economic security information

(sh) On May 10, Japan's Diet approved a bill

establishing a system to control access to crucial

economic security information.

The legislation, passed in an Upper House session on

May 3, targets data posing national security risks if

leaked. Access to such information will be restricted to

individuals with government clearance, including

private-sector employees.

Under the new law, annual government reports to the

Diet will detail the application of the system, security

clearance checks, and information classification and

removal. Operational criteria will dictate information
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classification, with plans for an expert panel to define

these criteria.

The bill underwent revisions in the Lower House

through consultations involving the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party, coalition partner Komeito, and three

opposition parties. [NHK]

Japan: Opposition parties call upon

parliamentary political ethics panel linked

to fund scandal

(sh) Opposition parties have called on the Deliberative

Council on Political Ethics of the House of

Representatives, a parliamentary political ethics panel,

to review 44 lawmakers linked to a political funds

scandal within the ruling Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) over which the party has come under scrutiny

and pressure since November (see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4). The scandal centers on political

funds raised through party event tickets bought by

individuals, companies and organizations. LDP

lawmakers are suspected of having pocketed profits

from ticket sales as kickbacks by falsifying mandatory

accounting reports.

With the LDP having signaled its backing, the approval

of the review request at the political ethics council by a

majority vote is widely expected. Notably, the review

request holds no binding authority. The decision of

whether to attend will be left up to the lawmakers

themselves.

However, the opposition’s move indicates that the

scandal is far from being resolved.

The Lower House ethics panel will convene if

requested by the lawmakers under scrutiny or if a third

of its members. [Japan Times]

Japan: Site survey to monitor radio waste

(sh) On May 10, Mayor Shintaro Wakiyama of Genkai,

Saga Prefecture, greenlit a preliminary survey to assess

the town's potential for an underground disposal site

for highly radioactive waste.

This step is part of a 20-year plan of the central

government to choose a permanent storage site for

nuclear waste. Genkai, housing Kyushu Electric Power

Co.'s nuclear plant, is the first such municipality to

undergo this survey.
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Despite initial opposition, Wakiyama heeded the

municipal assembly's vote and responded to local

associations' requests. Some assembly members

opposed, but others highlighted potential economic

benefits, including state subsidies of up to JPY 2 billion

(USD 12.8 million). They emphasized the town's

cooperation with the central government.

However, similar surveys in Suttsu and Kamoenai in

Hokkaido face delays and uncertainty due to the

governor's objections. Safe disposal of high-level

radioactive waste remains a crucial challenge for

Japan's nuclear policy. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Court allows adopting same-sex

partner's family name

(sh) The Nagoya Family Court has allowed a man to

adopt his same-sex partner's family name, judging in a

May 9 ruling that the two are in a relationship similar

to marriage. According to the couple’s lawyer’s the

court argued that “supporting each other and

maintaining stable lives centered on childrearing,”

makes their lives “practically the same as those in

heterosexual marriages," according to the lawyer.

[Kyodo News]

In earlier developments, in March the Sapporo High

Court and the Tokyo District Court had ruled that

Japan’s ban on same-sex marriage was

unconstitutional, bolstering the call for legalizing same-

sex marriage in the country.

Presently, Japan stands as the sole G7 nation without

full recognition or legal protection for same-sex

couples. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's administration

faces mounting pressure, with public support for

same-sex unions reaching up to 70 percent. However,

resistance against the prime minister’s reform efforts

persists among conservative groups within the ruling

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) which Kishida heads.

While his government has passed anti-discrimination

laws based on sexuality, critics argue they fall short of

acknowledging marriage equality. As of now, the

government has yet to unveil plans for revising

marriage legislation (see AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3).

Japan: Syrian man granted refugee status

(sh) On May 9, the Nagoya District Court issued a

significant ruling, ordering the government to grant
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refugee status to a Syrian man.

The man, in his 30s and residing in Aichi Prefecture

since 2019, faced rejection of his asylum application.

He took legal action against the Japanese government,

seeking refugee status and protection. The court's

decision came after considering his opposition to the

Syrian government and the potential persecution he

could face if forced to return. The judge highlighted his

refusal of military service, participation in anti-

government activities, and previous detentions.

The ruling marks a notable precedent, believed to be

the first in Japan mandating refugee status for a Syrian

national. [NHK]

Japan: 1000 drones to be deployed to

boost disaster response

(sh) On May 13, Japan’s second largest

telecommunications operator KDDI Corp. announced

plans to deploy drones at 1,000 locations across Japan

to enhance disaster response capabilities.

Teaming up with U.S. drone company Skydio Inc., KDDI

aims to establish a drone network capable of reaching

disaster-stricken areas within ten minutes to aid in

locating stranded individuals and inspecting affected

infrastructure. This initiative follows KDDI's recent

capital tie-up with Skydio, involving an investment of

approximately JPY 10 billion (USD 64 million).

The deployment, expected to be completed within

three years, will utilize drones equipped with cameras,

sensors, and artificial intelligence technology.

[Mainichi]

Japan: Tokyo police raid political group

office

(sh) On May 13, Tokyo police raided the main office of

the political group "Tsubasa no To" (“Party of Wings”)

suspected of obstructing campaigning during a Lower

House by-election in April (see AiR No. 18, April/2024,

5). The homes of the group's secretary-general and

leader were also searched.

The raid in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward, targeted the group

for alleged violations of the public offices election law.

The group, which fielded a candidate in the April 28

poll, is suspected of using loudspeakers to disrupt
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speeches by other candidates and chasing after their

campaign vans.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department reported

receiving complaints from other candidates' camps

regarding campaign disruptions. Such actions led to a

rare police raid on facilities associated with a political

group over suspected election campaign obstructions.

[NHK]

Police had previously warned the group after it

disrupted a rival candidate's speech on April 16.

Japan: Rising wages amid labor shortage

in small firms

(sh) Wage hikes spread among small companies in

Japan, which employ about 70 percent of the

workforce, due to labor shortages and rising prices.

The 2024 White Paper on Small and Medium

Enterprises in Japan emphasized that these firms need

to pass on higher costs through pricing and secure

funds to boost wages for sustainable growth. Adopted

at Cabinet meeting on May 10, the white paper

revealed that 61.3 percent of small companies planned

to raise wages in 2024. However, only 45.7 percent

managed to pass on increased costs by September

2023, indicating many small firms struggled to adjust

prices to cover higher raw material costs.

The report also noted Japan's labor productivity is

lower than that other OECD countries, with labor

shortages worsening after the COVID-19 pandemic.

[Japan Times]

Japan: Police officer confession exposes

increasing racial profiling

(sh) A confession of a Japanese police officer draws

attention to the issue of racial profiling in Japan.

The officer, with ten years in the force, recounted his

assignment to a local police station where he had to

target foreigners for questioning and residence card

checks. He mentioned a "month of repression of

foreigners," with intensified efforts to search for drugs

or weapons. These orders came from the Criminal

Investigation Division, focusing on undocumented

immigrants. Although not aimed at specific ethnic

groups, the officer noted prejudice against blacks,

Southeast Asians, and Koreans.
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The UN condemned racial profiling in 2020, urging

preventive action. The issue gained attention in

December 2021 when the US embassy in Japan

expressed concern over increasing reports of racial

profiling by police.[Le Monde]

Japan: District court orders firm to pay

fine for committing gender discrimination

(sh) On May 13, the Tokyo District Court ruled that rent

benefits limited to career-track employees, mainly

male, constituted "indirect discrimination" based on

gender. The court ordered a subsidiary of AGC Inc. to

pay about JPY 3.78 million (USD 24,000) in damages to

a female employee.

The equal employment opportunity law prohibits both

"direct discrimination" and "indirect discrimination,"

which involves measures leading to substantive gender

discrimination without reasonable grounds. This ruling

marked the first court decision recognizing indirect

discrimination, according to the plaintiff's party.

The 44-year-old woman, employed by AGC subsidiary

AGC Green-Tech Co. since 2008, received under 20,000

yen (about USD 120) monthly in housing allowance,

unlike career-track employees who had up to 80

percent of their rent covered. [Mainichi]

Meanwhile, a Consumer Affairs Agency survey found

that less than 40 percent of employees in Japan knew

about the country's whistleblower protection system,

in effect for 18 years. Conducted online in November

last year, the survey covered 10,000 workers aged 15

to 79 at companies with at least three employees.

Only 11.9 percent of respondents knew the system

well, while 26.7 percent knew it to some extent.

Yuichiro Mizumachi, a Waseda University law

professor, noted that harassment by companies deters

whistleblowers from reporting due to anxieties.

Mizumachi highlighted the lack of an administrative

system to ensure business operators protect

whistleblowers. He suggested considering legislation to

enhance the system's effectiveness, such as requiring

businesses to report their response systems and

imposing penalties for unfavorable treatment of

whistleblowers. Improved effectiveness could lead to

better awareness. [Japan Times]
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Japan: Defense minister to bolster

security measure at military facilities

(sh) On May 10, Japan's Defense Minister, Kihara

Minoru, announced plans to bolster security measures

at Self-Defense Force (SDF) facilities following the

emergence of apparent drone footage depicting a

Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) vessel.

The footage, circulated on Chinese video-sharing

platforms and social media in March, purportedly

showed the destroyer Izumo at an MSDF base in

Yokosuka City.

The Defense Ministry confirmed the authenticity of the

video on May 9. Unauthorized drone flights near SDF

bases are illegal in Japan. Kihara expressed concern

over potential security threats posed by drones to

defense-related facilities, emphasizing the need for

enhanced protective measures. He pledged to

expedite the deployment of advanced equipment to

deter such intrusions and enhance the security

capabilities of SDF installations, including utilizing

jamming techniques to force drone landings as

permitted by law. [NHK]

Mongolia: Cabinet drafts a bill on housing

(fg) In recent weeks, the Mongolia’s Sovereign Wealth

Fund was approved by parliament and the cabinet (see

AiR No. 18, April/2024, 5, AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1). Its

purpose is to provide funding for social policy areas

such as health, education and housing. One major

source of income is the country’s mining revenues.

The Cabinet has now made initial efforts to implement

the concept. At a cabinet meeting, a housing bill was

drafted and will soon be submitted to parliament.

[Montsame]

The proposed legislation includes a comprehensive

legal framework for sustainable financing growth

based on market principles, as well as support for

middle- and low-income groups through rental

programs.

In addition, the government plans to create a "sub-

fund", the Housing Fund, to provide financial support

for housing construction and management related to

housing affairs.

According to the most recent housing census of 2022,

only 32 percent of households have a complete

technical infrastructure, and nearly 40 percent of
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households live in gers, the traditional Mongolian

round tents.

North Korea: Fire stations funded by

Seoul destroyed

(ac) South Korea’s Ministry of Unification has

confirmed that the fire stations at Mount Geumgang

resort, located on North Korean at the inter-Korean

border, was dismantled by North Korea last month.

The two-story fire station was built in 2008 and was

funded by the South Korean government to boost the

protection of South Korean tourists.

The dismantled fire stations are the first South Korean

government-owned facility that the North has taken

down at the resort, once considered a symbol of inter-

Korean reconciliation and a source of much-needed

hard currency for the North Korean Regime.

The Ministry of Unification expressed strong regrets

and anger to North Korea’s decisions to dismantle the

fire station in the Mount Geumgang.  The Ministry

urged North Korea to cease actions and warned of

legal actions against North Korea. [The Korea Times]

North Korea: Test firing of multiple rocket

launcher

(ac) On May 11, North Korea’s state news agency, the

Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), confirmed the

success of multiple rockets launches and their guided

shells.

A photo released by the North Korean government

showed leader Kim Jong Un supervising the test firing

of a new multiple rocket launch system. KCNA revealed

the launcher is a new 240mm multiple rocket launcher.

North Korea is believed to plan the deployment of the

new rocket launcher within this year, targeting South

Korean population centers. [AP News] [KCNA]

South Korea: Presidents Yoon admits own

shortcomings responsible for electoral

defeat in general elections
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(ac) In his press conference on May 9, the first in

almost two years and coming after his People Power

Party (PPP) suffered a crushing defeat in the legislative

elections in April (see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3),

President Yoon Suk-yeol Yoon admitted his

shortcomings as cause for the electoral defeat,

pledging to improve people’s livelihoods and a better

communication with the opposition parties.

He offered an apology for the first lady Kim Keon Hee’s

acceptance of a luxury bag scandal, calling it a “unwise

conduct.” of first lad. With regards to the opposition's

calls for an investigation into separate allegations of

Kim’s involvement in stock price manipulation carried

out by a special counsel, the president cautioned that

such an investigation should be launched only after

the prosecution and other agencies are determined

inadequate to carry such the probe.

Furthermore, Yoon laid out national policies pertaining

to the country’s low-birth rate and arms trade with

Russia. inter-Korean relations and the Russia’s war in

Ukraine.

Yoon announced his intention to create a ministry to

tackle issue of the birth rate that plummeted to a

record low in 2023 although the government had spent

billions of dollars on efforts to encourage women to

have more children and maintain population stability.

On arms policy, the president conceded that relations

with Russia had been strained by what South Korea

and the US allege to be arms shipments from North

Korea to Russia. However, he affirmed that despite

tensions with Moscow over the purported arms

shipments, his administration would seek to manage

the relations between Seoul and Moscow as “smoothly

as possible." He added that the country’s longstanding

policy of not selling arms into active conflicts would be

maintained, ruling out providing Ukraine with military

aid.

While the PPP lauded the press conference, the main

opposition Democratic Party (DP) criticized it as “full of

self-praise.” [Yonhap News Agency] [NDTV World]

South Korea: New senior secretary for

civil and social agenda named

(ac) South Korea President Yoon Suk-yeol has named

Jeon Kwang-sam as the new senior secretary for civil

and social agenda following the resignation of the

previous secretary Hwang Sang-moo.
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Jeon was a former journalist in Seoul Shinmun

newspaper who was praised for his political acuteness

and communication skills. [Yonhap News]

South Korea: Controversy over medical

school enrollment quota continues

(ac) In the ongoing controversy between the

government and medical doctors over the former’s

plans to increase the quota for enrolments in medical

schools, the Special Presidential Committee on Medical

Reform brought up fresh ideas last week. 

In a meeting on May 10, the Committee revealed plans

to reconstruct the country’s medical training system by

allowing medical interns and resident doctors to

receive medical training not only in high-level general

hospitals but also in regional general hospitals and

clinics. This aims at reducing the dependence on

trainee doctors in high-level general hospitals.

In addition, clear and distinct roles will be laid out for

healthcare institutions at all levels to address the

current tendency of people primarily seeking any sort

of care at major hospitals, leading to competition for

other non-urgent medical services.

In an earlier move on May 8, the health ministry had

announced that it would consider allowing doctors

with foreign licenses to provide medical services

should the strikes of trainee medical doctors seriously

impact the availability of healthcare services. This was

promptly rejected by critics question the qualifications

of foreign license holders, as they would practice

without having undergone the relatively complicated

procedures South Korean doctors would have had to

go through to legally practice medicine. [Arirang News]

Since February, the government and medical doctors

have been clashing over the former’s plan to increase

the quota for enrolment in medical schools (see AiR

No. 7, February/2024, 2), with the aim of increasing the

number of doctors from 10,000 doctors by 2035 to

ensure sufficient access to medical services in the

country amidst the growing aging population.

Medical doctors and associations, however, contend

that the root cause for the current problems in

country’s healthcare system does not lie in the number

of medical doctors warning that newly recruited

students would also seek to work in the capital region

and in high-paying fields like plastic surgery and

dermatology and arguing the government plan would

also likely result in doctors performing unnecessary

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-uj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-ut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-ui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-ui/


treatments due to increased competition. The

controversy has so for seen about 12,000 trainee

doctors walked off the job. [The Korea Times] [Airang

News]

In the course of the controversy, 12,000 doctors have

protested and walked out of their worksites in

response to the government’s reform plan.

South Korea: 867 hiring corruptions were

found within public organizations

(ac) On May 8 the South Korean Anti-Corruption and

Civil Rights Commission presented findings of an

investigation of the hiring processes of all employees

at public organizations, disclosing 867 cases of hiring

irregularities after 1,400 public services-related

organizations had been investigated.

The Commission further announced that 68 individuals

suspected of being involved in these hiring will put

under further investigation and potential penalties.

Furthermore, 181 suspected cases of hiring

irregularities were brought to the commission’s

attention through the Commission’s in-house center

that was launched in January 2023. 66 of them are

being referred to investigative and supervisory

agencies.

This investigation follows an earlier probe of the

Commission last year which found widespread

nepotism within the National Election Commission

(NEC), with sons and daughters of former and

incumbent senior officials at the election watchdog

body obtaining positions through familial influence.

Complaints against 28 individuals suspected of

engaging in repeated or habitual irregular employment

practices have been filed and investigations into the

remaining 312 cases requested. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Defense drill on western

border islands near Yellow Sea conducted

(ac) South Korea has staged a three-day exercise on

May 8-10 on the western border islands, including

Baengnyeong Island, located near the Northern Limit

Line.

Under the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement which

ended the Korean War five islands including

Baengnyeong Island are under United Nations

Command and South Korean control. Since then, the
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island has served as a maritime demarcation between

North and South Korea in the Yellow Sea.

Joined by the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force, the

drills were to support readiness and to enhance the

military’s joint capabilities in defense against North

Korean threats in the Yellow Sea. Military helicopters,

F-15K, KF-16 fighter jets, destroyers, landing ships and

amphibious assault ships carried out missions of

counterterrorism operations, artillery firing and other

maritime live exercises. [Yonhap News Agency]

In January the two Koreas fired artillery shells into the

sea as part of drills along the disputed inter-Korean

western sea boundary. According to Seoul, Pyongyang

fired more than 200 rounds in the waters north of their

western sea boundary, in response to which the South

Korean military fired 400 rounds (see AiR No. 2,

January/2024, 2).

South Korea: President Yoon proposes bill

to enhance rights and welfare for

nonunion workers

(fg) On May 14, President Yoon Suk Yeal announced

plans to strengthen the labor rights of non-unionized

workers and improve their welfare.

Yeal's proposal includes a series of measures to

support workers such as the establishment of support

institutions to provide financial assistance in the event

of illness, injury or unemployment. For workers in the

delivery service sector, insurance conditions for traffic

accidents will be improved, and timely payment should

be guaranteed through tougher measures against

employers.

In addition, an office will be set up as a contact point

for nonunionized workers to assist them with their

needs. [Yonhap]

South Korea: PPP nominates four

members to emergency leadership

committee

(fg)On May 12, the ruling People Power Party (PPP) in

South Korea nominated four new members to its

seven-member interim emergency leadership

committee chaired by Hwang Woo-yea. The nominated

members are Reps. Yoo Sang-bum, Jun Joo-hyae, Eom

Tae-young and Kim Yong-tae.
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Three of the nominated lawmakers are considered to

be confidants of President Yoon Suk Yeol. Kim was

newly elected in the April 10 parliamentary elections,

while Jun lost her seat. Their nominations have yet to

be confirmed by the PPP's national standing

committee.

Due to the party's heavy defeat in the parliamentary

elections, such an interim committee has been tasked

with rebuilding the party and organizing a national

convention to appoint a new leader. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Joint armed forces conduct

live-fire drills in East Sea

(fg) The South Korean Navy, along with the Army and

Air Force, conducted live-fire drills in the East Sea to

increase readiness to counter North Korean threats.

About 10 naval vessels, including destroyers and

frigates, as well as P-3 maritime patrol aircraft, Lynx

helicopters, AH-64 Apache helicopters and KF-16

fighter jets participated in the drills.

Exercises were conducted with Haegung surface-to-air

missiles, Haeryong anti-ship missiles and Haesung I

surface-to-surface missiles.

In particular, the Chuncheon FFG-II frigate participated

in its first live-fire exercises and successfully launched

Haegung missiles at air targets. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Parliament approves

amendments to ease citizenship rules

(fg) On May 7, Taiwan's parliament approved

amendments to the Nationality Act that will make it

easier for foreign professionals and stateless children

to become naturalized citizens.

The new regulations reduce the required residency

period for high-level foreign professionals from three

to two years and allow them to retain their original

citizenship. Other incentives include the waiver of

naturalization document fees for employees in the

medical, social welfare, and education sectors.

In addition, the amendments allow social welfare

organizations to apply for citizenship for stateless

children. Previously, only adoptive parents could apply

for Taiwanese citizenship for stateless children. [Focus

Taiwan]
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Due to the general ageing of society, this measure is

part of Taiwan's migration policy to retain skilled

workers already in the country with incentives such as

these. More workers are to be recruited from abroad,

as agreed in the recent MoU with India (see AiR No. 17,

April/2024, 4).

Taiwan: DPP lawmakers reject proposal to

extend life of nuclear plants

(fg) Lawmakers from the ruling Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP) have rejected a proposal to extend the

operating lives of two nuclear power plants to prevent

an increase in electricity prices. The proposal also

suggests converting the Lungmen nuclear power plant,

whose construction was halted in 2014, into a

pressurized water reactor. [Taiwan News]

This suggestion was made in an interview by T. C. Tung,

chairman of Wistron Corporation, one of the country's

leading information technology companies. He argues

that if nuclear power makes up a third of the country's

electricity mix, costs could be cut by up to 30 percent

and the 2025 emissions targets could be met.

DPP lawmakers oppose this proposal because social

consensus must be reached on the safety of nuclear

power and the issue of nuclear waste disposal must

also be addressed.

This opens a recurring discussion. The nuclear phase-

out for 2025 was decided by the DPP government in

2019. Taiwan currently has four nuclear power plants:

Lungmen, which has not been completed; Jinshan and

Kousheng, two others whose lifetimes Tung has

proposed to extend, but which were shut down in 2019

and 2023; and the Maanshan plant, which is scheduled

to be shut down in 2025. [Taiwan Nuclear Safety

Commission]

The nuclear power debate regained relevance because

the government announced earlier this year that it

would raise electricity prices. Electricity prices were

increased in Taiwan from April 1 in order to stem the

losses of the state-owned electricity supplier Taipower,

which had kept energy prices low for consumers due

to rising commodity costs caused by the Russian

invasion of Ukraine.

On May 1, the government announced that the

electricity price increase would remain in place. The

opposition Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People's

Party had made unsuccessful legislative efforts to

prevent this (see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1). Despite the
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phase-out decision, the KMT continues to push for an

extension.

Tung is considered a supporter of the DPP and has

even been tipped as a future prime minister because

of his work with President-elect Lai Ching-te in a

foundation close to the DPP. However, Lai appointed

Cho Jung-tai as the future prime minister (see AiR No.

16, April/2024, 3).

Taiwan: Cross-party support for President-

elect Lai's historic address to parliament

(fg) On May 10, both the opposition parties of Taiwan's

Legislature Yuan, the Kuomintang (KMT) and the

Taiwan's People Party (TPP), and the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) expressed their willingness to

invite President-elect Lai Ching-te to deliver a state of

nation address to the the parliament after his

inauguration on May 20. If Lai were to make such a

speech, it would be the first state of nation address to

the Legislative Yuan in history [Focus Taiwan]

Three days earlier, both opposition parties separately

proposed such an invitation. Lai himself had already

indicated in April that he would be happy to accept the

invitation, provided the procedure complied with the

constitution and the legal conditions. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: MOFA sues KMT-Lawmaker over

leak of confidential Ukraine aid details

(fg) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has

taken legal action against Kuomintang lawmaker Hsu

Chiao-hsin after she made public confidential details of

an aid agreement between Taiwan and the Czech

Republic for Ukraine. The agreement, signed in

December last year, stipulated that Taiwan would

provide USD 10 million to rebuild Ukraine's medical

infrastructure through the Czech Health Technology

Institute (CHTI), with the condition that 30-40 percent

of the funds would be used to purchase medical

supplies from Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Hsu's disclosure, made in a Facebook post on May 5,

contained partial information from the MoU and may

have violated Article 132 of the Criminal Code, which

makes the disclosure of secret documents punishable

by up to three years in prison. MOFA claims that the

disclosure could be used by China to pressure Ukraine

to reject Taiwan's aid. [Focus Taiwan 2]
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The controversy includes opposition concerns about

the possible misuse of taxpayers' money and MOFA's

selection of the Taiwanese companies involved. Hsu

defended her actions, arguing that as an opposition

legislator she had a duty to monitor government

spending and protect public funds from misuse. [Focus

Taiwan 3]

Taiwan: New ministers without portfolio

announced in latest Cabinet

appointments

(fg) Prime Minister-designate Cho Jung-tai announced

further executive appointments, including four new

ministers without portfolio.

The most prominent is probably Chen Shih-chung,

former Minister of Health and Welfare and head of the

Central Epidemic Command during the COVID-19

pandemic.

Another cabinet member will be Yang Jen-ni, who has

been Deputy Trade Representative and Chairman of

the Taiwan Council for U.S. Affairs since 2007.

Shih Che, acting head of the Ministry of Culture, will

remain in the cabinet, but not in his portfolio. Head of

the ministry has already been announced to the

author Li Yuan.

The fourth minister without portfolio will be Lin Ming-

hsin, Professor of Constitutional and Administrative

Law at the Faculty of Law of National Taiwan

University. In addition to these appointments, several

deputy ministers have also been appointed. [Focus

Taiwan]

Last month, Cho Jung-tai was appointed by President-

elect Lai Ching-te as the future Prime Minister. Since

then, cabinet members have been announced (see AiR

No. 17, April/2024, 4, AiR No. 18, April/2024, 5).

Taiwan: Minor parties call for national

TikTok ban modeled after U.S. legislation

(fg) On May 10, smaller political parties not

represented in Taiwan's parliament that are China-

critical, including the Taiwan Statebuilding Party and

the New Power Party, joined forces in a press

conference to call for a ban on TikTok. They are
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proposing a Taiwanese law modeled on the "TikTok

Act" recently passed in the United States.

TikTok has been criticized for using an algorithm that

minimizes the spread of negative news about China.

There are concerns that the app, which is owned by

the Chinese company ByteDance, could be used by the

Chinese Communist Party to spread its narrative and

influence public opinion. The Ministry of Digital Affairs

is being asked to clarify the influence and threat posed

by TikTok in Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

In April, the U.S. passed the TikTok Act, giving

ByteDance nine months to sell the app or have it

blocked in the U.S. The law was introduced due to

concerns that TikTok was sharing user data with the

Chinese government. TikTok has already been blocked

in India since 2020. [BBC]

Taiwan's Ministry of Digital Affairs declared Tiktok a

security threat back in March and has kept the option

open to extend the ban. So far, the app is banned in

government buildings (see AiR No. 13, March/2024, 4).

Taiwan detains businessman, retired

officers for alleged spying for China

(fg) The Kaohsiung branch of Taiwan High Court has

approved the detention of a businessman and two

retired military officers on suspicion of spying for

China.

The trio are accused of being recruited during a trip to

China. Their mission was to recruit current and former

officers of Taiwan's armed forces to provide

information to Beijing.

After a raid on the businessman’s home, they were

arrested on suspicion of violating the National Security

Act. Although the suspects deny all charges, they were

taken into custody to prevent them from fleeing

abroad or colluding. [Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Supreme Court clears way for

GM Quader to act as Jatiya Party (Ershad)

(lm) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh’s Supreme

Court upheld a High Court order allowing GM Quader,

the incumbent Parliament opposition leader, to act as

chairman of the Jatiya Party (Ershad). This decision

dismisses a petition filed by Ziaul Haque Mridha, a

former lawmaker who was expelled of the party in

September 2022, challenging the High Court's ruling.

The High Court had previously stayed a lower court's

order preventing GM Quader from participating in any

Jatiya Party activities due to alleged irregularities in

managing the party. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

It's notable that Mridha is known as a key follower of

Rowshan Ershad, widow of the party founder and

Quader’s brother, Hossain Mohammad Ershad. Earlier

this year, Ershad declared herself as the party

chairwoman and made changes to the party's

leadership, removing Quader and Mujibul Haque from

their respective roles as chairman and secretary-

general.

Bangladesh: Travel ban imposed on four

sons of ex-minister

(lm) A court in Bangladesh’s Chattogram city has

placed travel restrictions on four businessmen, all sons

of Nurul Islam, a politician of the ruling Awami League

who previously served as the Minister of Expatriates'

Welfare and Overseas Employment, over allegations of

defaulting on a loan amounting to USD 3.5 million. The

accused individuals purportedly failed to repay the

loan borrowed from the bank within the specified

timeframe. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Discussion with International

Labour Organization to amend labor law

ongoing

(lm) Recently, a six-member delegation from the

International Labour Organization engaged in

meetings with officials from Bangladesh's Law and

Justice Division and Labor and Employment Ministry,

including Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs

Minister Anisul Huq. According to the minister, the

discussions have focused on addressing 41 points for

potential amendments to the Bangladesh Labor Law.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Police crack down on human

trafficking ring

(lm) In Bangladesh, police recently apprehended three

members of a human-trafficking syndicate that

exploited individuals in financial distress by enticing

them with lucrative job opportunities in India. At least

10 victims were persuaded to "sell" their kidneys in

India under false pretenses. The operation spanned

from Bangladesh to Kolkata and Gujarat, involving the

trafficking of kidneys to India for illegal transplants.

[The Business Standard]

Bangladesh: Corruption in maritime

sector drops 82 percent thanks to

collective effort, report says

(lm) Corruption in Bangladesh's maritime sector has

significantly decreased by 82 percent between 2018

and 2022, dropping from 132 incidents to just 24,

according to a report by the Maritime Anti-Corruption

Network (MACN), a global business network working

towards the elimination of maritime corruption.

Commodore Syed Ariful Islam, the project leader,

attributed the progress to various policy interventions,

including anti-bribery measures, increased vessel entry

allowances at Chattogram Port, and ongoing dialogue

with the government regarding regulations. The report

recommended further steps, such as amending the

Arbitration Act, establishing a dedicated court bench

for maritime issues, and enhancing coordination

among maritime authorities. [The Business Standard]
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Bangladesh: Forex reserves decline to USD

18 billion following settlement of import

bills

(lm) Bangladesh's foreign exchange reserves

decreased to USD 18 billion on May 13, following the

settlement of import bills totaling USD 1.6 billion for

the March-April period with the Asian Clearing Union

(ACU). The decrease in reserves is attributed to a dollar

crisis, reduced imports over the last two years, and a

higher outflow than inflow of dollars. [The Business

Standard]

Notably, with the ACU payment, net reserves are

projected to fall below USD 13 billion, below the

International Monetary Fund’s requirement for a USD

4.7 billion loan package. However, the IMF's staff-level

agreement will increase Bangladesh's loan

disbursement to approximately USD 1,152 million,

providing some relief. Central bank officials anticipate

a rebound in reserves with the arrival of the third

tranche of the IMF loan later this month or early next

month.

Meanwhile, the World Bank has introduced a new

financing window called the Rapid Response Option

(RRO) for Bangladesh, allowing access to 10 percent of

its undisbursed loan portfolio during crises. This could

potentially provide Dhaka with USD 847 million, based

on last fiscal year's pledged loans. [The Business

Standard]

Bhutan: Chief Election Commissioner

expresses admiration for electoral system

of India

(ps) Bhutan’s Chief Election Commissioner, Dasho

Sonam Topgay, expressed his admiration for India’s

electoral system during his visit to observe the world’s

largest election. Impressed by the inclusivity and

transparency of the process, particularly the concept

of polling booths managed by persons with disabilities

(PWDs), Bhutan is considering adopting similar

practices and investing in Voter-Verified Paper Audit

Trails (VVPATs) to increase voter confidence. Bhutan

sees potential in implementing India's strong election

procedures such as randomizing poll workers and

Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) to improve their

own electoral systems despite a smaller voter base.

[The Times of India]
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Bhutan: Sharp decline in reserves due to

USD 539 million investment in

cryptocurrency

(lm) Between July 2021 and June 2023, Bhutan invested

approximately USD 539 million in cryptocurrency

mining operations, constituting 21 percent of the fiscal

year 2021-22’s gross domestic product (GDP). This

endeavor, however, led to a decline in international

reserves, dropping by 34.7 percent between July 2021

and June 2022, and further dwindling to USD 573

million by June 2023, less than half of its June 2021

value. [Kuensel]

Bhutan's investment, led by its state-owned

investment holding company, commenced between

2019 and 2020 when Bitcoin's price ranged from USD

5,000 to USD 8,000. Financed through loans from the

Royal Monetary Authority (RMA), the company

imported IT equipment for mining operations,

alongside related goods, using bond proceeds.

Despite supporting exports through higher tourism

receipts, increased domestic consumption, particularly

for energy-intensive crypto mining operations, led to a

wider current account deficit (CAD), reaching 34.3

percent of GDP in the last fiscal year. However, the

World Bank projects a CAD improvement to 15.7

percent of GDP in the current fiscal year due to lower

trade deficits and reduced imports, while international

reserves are forecasted to stabilize at USD 516 million,

providing 3.3 months of import coverage.

Bhutan: School Agriculture Programme

struggling due to policy change

(ps) Bhutan's School Agriculture Programme (SAP) is

struggling due to a recent policy change. The

discontinuation of Agriculture as a formal subject in

schools has weakened the program, making it more

like a club activity. This shift away from formal

education has raised concerns about the program's

long-term sustainability. [Kuensel]

A specialist in agriculture says that rather than

focusing on large-scale production, schools should

help students gain practical skills. This is consistent

with SAP's philosophy of being a learning tool rather

than a business venture. He added that high-tech

farming would be more useful if it is used by students

at the college levels instead of the school levels.
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Bhutan: Female representation in

Parliament declining

(ps) Bhutan's Parliament has seen a decline in female

representation since its first democratic elections in

2008. Combined with two appointed by the King in the

National Council, the women’s representation stood at

13.88%, eight in total. But with just four

representatives in the second Parliament, the number

of elected women fell by half. This figure increased

back to the same number in the third round of

parliamentary elections. The fourth legislative election

saw a substantial fall; therefore, confidence was short-

lived despite this improvement. Only three women

won the election two in the National Assembly and one

in the National Council. [The Bhutanese]

Bhutan's social norms, while seemingly neutral, can

hinder women's path to leadership. One such example

is the belief system surrounding "kè-rub-gu." This idea

suggests that women need nine lifetimes to be reborn

as men. Traditionalists and even some voters use this

concept during elections to downplay women's

capabilities, especially for high-ranking positions like

Prime Minister. Another proverb suggests women lack

intelligence ("a woman's mind can only fill a palm").

This proverb compares women to damaging precious

jewels, while men working together are likened to

constructive endeavors like shaping stones. These

proverbs have a significant impact on public

perception. They contribute to the challenges women

face in achieving political representation in Bhutan.

Bhutan: Financial institutions mull

extending loan deferment

(ps) Financial institutions in Bhutan are considering

extending loan deferment periods for borrowers facing

genuine financial difficulties beyond the current

deadline of June 30 for another six months to a year.

The deferment will be granted on a case-by-case basis

after a thorough assessment of the borrower's

financial situation. Banks will look at factors like

income, occupancy rates for hotels and overall

business performance. [Kuensel]

This development comes after Bhutan’s central bank,

the Royal Monetary Authority, last month announced a

shift towards a more targeted approach, allowing

banks to individually assess clients' ability to repay

loans. This change came amid worries that continued

blanket deferrals could artificially shield lenders as the

economy rebounds. [AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4]
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With the expiration of blanket loan deferrals,

businesses are pushing for lower interest rates and

longer loan deferments. The last proposal suggests

postponing principal payments and extending the

interest payment period from five to ten years,

especially for industries like hospitality and tourism.

However, the BCCI expressed worries that extended

deferments would have a detrimental effect on banks

and recommended a two to three years deferment

with incentives for debt payback. [AiR No. 18,

April/2024, 5]

As of now, approximately 12,941 loan accounts totaling

USD 678 million have been deferred until June,

indicating the significant impact of the COVID-19

pandemic on borrowers.

Bhutan: First agrifood trade and

investment forum seeks to showcase

country’s agricultural potential

(ps) Bhutan is set to host its first Agrifood Trade and

Investment Forum (BATIF) from May 15 to 19 in the

capital, Thimphu, aimed at showcasing the country's

agricultural potential and attracting investments for

sustainable economic growth. Over 200 people are

expected to attend the forum, which aims to promote

commercial ties and connections among leaders and

experts in the global business sector. [Kuensel]

The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock has outlined

objectives to enhance the sector’s capacity and align

with Bhutan’s national agricultural strategies. The 13th

Plan prioritizes agriculture, targeting a GDP

contribution of USD 600 million and an increase in

export value to USD 73 million by 2029, while reducing

greenhouse gas emissions.

India: Fourth phase of 2024 Lok Sabha

elections begins

(ms) On May 13, India entered the fourth phase of its

elections to Parliament’s lower House, the Lok Sabha,

with 96 constituencies from 10 states and territories

involved.

In Hyderabad, Telangana, the significant urban center,

sees Asaduddin Owaisi of the All India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) contesting against

Maadhavi Latha of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Owaisi, a seasoned
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politician, has a stronghold in the constituency,

representing the Muslim minority's interests. Latha, an

actress-turned-politician, represents BJP's attempt to

expand its presence in southern states, reflecting the

BJP's ambition to make inroads into regions

traditionally dominated by regional parties to achieve

their goal of at least 370 seats.

Krishnanagar, situated in politically volatile West

Bengal, witnesses Mahua Moitra from the Trinamool

Congress (TMC) defending her seat against Amrita Roy

of the BJP. Moitra's outspoken criticism of the

government and legal controversies surrounding her

candidacy add intensity to the contest. Moitra was

expelled as a Lok Sabha MP due to the 'cash-for-query'

case. The Ethics Committee found her guilty of

accepting favors for parliamentary actions, sparking

legal debates. Roy's candidacy signifies BJP's efforts to

challenge TMC's supremacy in the state.

Kannauj, known for its familial political legacy, sees

Akhilesh Yadav of the Samajwadi Party (SP) contesting

against BJP. Yadav aims to reclaim the seat lost to BJP

in the previous elections, reflecting SP's attempts to

regain lost ground. Lakhimpur Kheri witnesses BJP's

Ajay Mishra Teni seeking re-election amid controversy

over his son's alleged involvement in a contentious

incident.

Srinagar, the capital of Jammu and Kashmir, holds

significant importance in the context of parliamentary

elections, especially following the abrogation of Article

370 in August 2019, which revoked the region's special

status and reorganized it into two union territories:

Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. This move,

spearheaded by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led

government, marked a significant shift in India's

approach towards the region. It was driven officially by

concerns over special privileges hindering

development and perpetuating separatist tendencies,

as well as national security considerations. However

particularly in the context of Kashmir being the only

Muslim-majority region in India, the abrogation could

be interpreted as yet another step by the BJP to

implement its agenda of Hindu nationalism, which,

according to observers, also envisions the suppression

of religious minorities especially the Muslim

community in the country. The two main parties in the

region are the National Conference (NC) and the

People's Democratic Party (PDP), but it remains to be

seen how the election results will turn out after only 15

percent of voters cast their ballots in the 2019

elections due to a boycott; this year, no boycott was

called.



Nearly 970 million voters — more than 10 percent of

the world’s population — will elect 543 members to the

lower house of Parliament for five years during the

staggered election, which runs until June 1. The votes

will be counted on June 4. The turnout in the three

phases until now was around 66 percent in the first

two and 61 percent in the third phase, all lower than in

the elections in 2019. As of now, 283 Members of

Parliament have been elected in the first three phases.

Notably, voting has concluded for most seats in Tamil

Nadu, Kerala, and other regions.[Al Jazeera] [Hindustan

Times]

India: Prime Minister Modi launches

candidacy

(wh) On May 14, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

officially launched his campaign for re-election by filing

his nomination papers in his continency, the city of

Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh state. He was joined by key

leaders of his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the

National Democratic Alliance, which is led by the BJP.

[The Times of India] [Financial Times]

India: Former Kurukshetra MP Kailasho

Saini Leaves BJP, Joins Congress

(wh) In a significant political shift, Kailasho Saini, a

prominent OBC leader and two-time former MP from

Kurukshetra, resigned from the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) and joined the Congress on May 12. This move

comes shortly after three independent MLAs also

defected from the BJP to Congress, intensifying the

challenges faced by the ruling party in Haryana.

Saini, who has had a long-standing political career in

Kurukshetra, was officially welcomed into the Congress

by former Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh

Hooda in Rohtak on May 12. During her induction,

Saini pledged her support for the INDIA bloc and

announced her campaign efforts for Aam Aadmi Party

candidate Sushil Gupta in the upcoming May 25 Lok

Sabha election.

Reflecting on her decision, Saini criticized the BJP for its

lack of public concern and alleged constitutional

manipulations. She expressed her alignment with the

Congress, praising its democratic values and Hooda's

inclusive leadership during his tenure as chief minister.
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The move is seen as a strategic gain for Congress in

Haryana, with Hooda claiming that nearly 40 former

MLAs and MPs have joined the party, citing the BJP

government's minority status and calling for its

resignation on moral grounds.

Saini's political journey includes multiple affiliations

and candidacies, reflecting the dynamic nature of

Haryana's political landscape. She first entered the Lok

Sabha in 1998 and 1999 with the Haryana Lok Dal

(Rashtriya) and Indian National Lok Dal, respectively,

and has contested numerous elections since then. Her

recent switch marks her return to Congress, having

previously joined the party in 2009 before moving to

the BJP ahead of the 2019 Assembly elections. [The

Indian Express]

India: Delhi High Court Seeks ED's

Response on K Kavitha's Bail Plea in Excise

Policy Money Laundering Case

(wh) On May 10, Delhi High Court sought a response

from the Enforcement Directorate (ED) regarding the

bail plea of Bharat Rashtra Samithi functionary K

Kavitha, implicated in a money laundering case tied to

the alleged excise policy scam. Justice Swarana Kanta

Sharma has scheduled the next hearing for May 24.

The case centers on the Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22,

with allegations that Kavitha was a principal

conspirator in a scheme to secure upfront payments to

the Aam Aadmi Party for favorable policy provisions.

The special court, which previously denied Kavitha's

bail on May 6, indicated the investigation was at a

critical juncture, particularly concerning the roles of

public servants and the tracing of the so-called ill-

gotten funds. Kavitha's health issues, specifically

hypertension, were also mentioned in her bail

application, but the trial court dismissed these

concerns, citing the medical records as outdated and

the health complaints as previously addressed. [The

Times of India]

India: Sam Pitroda's Ethnic Remarks Spark

Election Controversy

(wh) Sam Pitroda, the chairman of the Indian Overseas

Congress, has triggered significant political backlash

following controversial remarks on May 8 on regional

ethnicities in India. During a recent podcast, he stated

that people in the northeast resemble the Chinese,
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those in the west resemble Arabs, northerners may

look white, and southerners resemble Africans. He

emphasized that despite this diversity, Indians share a

unified bond of respect for different languages,

religions, customs, and foods.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi responded sharply,

challenging Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin to

sever ties with the Congress due to Pitroda's remarks.

He accused the Congress of harboring discriminatory

beliefs regarding people from various regions, stating,

"Congress feels people from the northeast look like

Chinese. Can a country accept such things? Congress

feels that the people of South India look like Africans. I

want to ask the Congress chief ministers of Karnataka

and Telangana; can they accept such opinions?" He

further criticized Stalin for lacking the courage to break

ties with the Congress, despite the affront to Tamil self-

respect.

In response, Congress general secretary Jairam

Ramesh condemned Pitroda's comments as

"unfortunate and unacceptable," stating that the party

disassociates itself from them. BJP representatives

were quick to criticize, with Union Minister Rajeev

Chandrashekhar claiming that Pitroda's remarks reflect

Sonia and Rahul Gandhi's vision of India, while

spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi called Pitroda

"ignorant" of India's fundamental identity.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman expressed her

disappointment, reiterating that she and her

colleagues from different regions all identify as

Indians. She criticized Pitroda's mindset and attitude,

calling his comments racist and dismissive of India's

diversity. [Hindustan Times]

India: AAP and Arvind Kejriwal named as

accused in Delhi liquor scam

(ms) The Enforcement Directorate (ED) is set to name

the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and its leader, Arvind

Kejriwal, as accused in an upcoming chargesheet

related to the alleged Delhi liquor policy scam. This

development marks the first instance where a national

party is directly implicated in a corruption case.

The Delhi liquor scam pertains to allegations of

corruption and irregularities in the implementation of

Delhi's Excise Policy from 2021 to 2022. Initially aimed

at privatizing the sale of liquor to boost revenue, the

policy became mired in controversy with accusations

of favoritism towards private entities, waivers of
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license fees, and an increase in licenses, alongside

allegations of bribery.

The ED's investigation into the Delhi liquor policy scam

has reportedly uncovered evidence linking the AAP and

Kejriwal to financial discrepancies and kickbacks. They

are identified as the masterminds and primary

conspirators behind the alleged irregularities.

This forthcoming charge sheet will be the seventh

submission by the ED in its ongoing investigation. Thus

far, the agency has arrested 18 individuals, including

former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and

AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh. Notably, Singh was

granted bail last month, while Kejriwal remains in

custody.

Arvind Kejriwal has been in judicial custody since

March 21 in connection with the liquor policy case.

However, the Supreme Court recently granted him

interim bail until June 1, allowing him to continue his

election campaign activities but barring him from

official duties.

The legal proceedings surrounding Kejriwal's case have

sparked political debate, with the AAP criticizing the

ED's actions and alleging procedural irregularities.

Critics have accused the government of politically

motivated maneuvers, while the BJP-led administration

maintains that investigative agencies are fulfilling their

duties.

In the meantime, India's Supreme Court has granted

interim bail Kejriwal. The court's decision provides

relief to Kejriwal until June 1, after which he must

surrender to authorities once again. His bail

application had been rejected by the Delhi High Court

previously.

The bench, comprising Justice Sanjiv Khanna and

Justice Dipankar Datta, stipulated that Kejriwal must

surrender on June 2, just two days before the

announcement of India's general election results.

Although allowed to campaign, he is barred from

performing official duties during this period.

Critics have characterized the actions against Kejriwal

and other opposition figures as politically motivated,

claiming they disrupt the fairness of the electoral

process. However, the Indian government under Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s BJP maintains that

investigative agencies are simply executing their

duties. [Al Jazeera] [BBC] [Business Today] [Economic

Times] [India.com] [India Today]
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In a separate incident, AAP Rajya Sabha MP Swati

Maliwal has alleged assault by the Personal Assistant

to Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal at the CM's residence.

The allegation adds another layer of complexity to the

unfolding political drama. Maliwal, a former

chairperson of the Delhi Commission for Women

(DCW), has been a prominent figure in advocating for

women's rights. This incident comes on the heels of

Maliwal's recent criticism of Delhi Lieutenant Governor

VK Saxena over the termination of DCW's contractual

employees. [Mint]

India: Sam Pitroda Resigns as Indian

Overseas Congress Chairman

(wh) Sam Pitroda resigned on May 8 as the chairman of

the Indian Overseas Congress following widespread

criticism of his remarks comparing Indians from

different regions to various ethnic groups. Congress

President Mallikarjun Kharge accepted his resignation.

Earlier, Pitroda sparked controversy during an

interview by drawing comparisons between Indians

and other ethnic groups while discussing diversity and

democracy. "We are a shining example of democracy in

the world... we held a country together as diverse as

India, where people in the East look like Chinese,

people in the West look like Arabs, people in the North

look maybe white, and people in the South look like

Africans. Doesn't matter; we are all brothers and

sisters," he stated. [The Hindu]

India: Reserve bank implements stricter

regulations on cash loan payouts to

NBFCs

(ms) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued a

directive to non-bank finance companies (NBFCs),

instructing them to adhere strictly to the USD 240 (Rs

20,000) cash loan payout limit. This move, disclosed in

a letter obtained by Reuters and confirmed by two

sources familiar with the matter, aims to curb cash

transactions within the financial sector.

The RBI's advisory follows recent regulatory actions

against major players like NBFC India Infoline Finance

Limited, also known as IIFL Finance, which faced

penalties for various violations, including exceeding

cash disbursal limits and inadequate checks on gold

loan operations.
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The central bank's emphasis on enforcing the USD 240

cash loan limit underscores its commitment to

safeguarding customer interests and maintaining

financial stability. By reiterating the prohibition on cash

loans exceeding this threshold, the RBI aims to prevent

the potential misuse of funds and ensure compliance

with income tax regulations.

This regulatory action is particularly pertinent amid the

rapid growth of retail credit, especially in loans against

gold, over the past few years. The RBI's vigilance

against practices that could facilitate the proliferation

of “black money” – referring to funds that are earned

through illegal activities or undisclosed income that

has not been subjected to taxation – reflects its

proactive stance in addressing emerging financial risks.

The repercussions of the RBI's directive have already

impacted the market, with shares of key gold-loan

financiers experiencing a decline in response. Analysts

interpret this move as a strategic effort by the central

bank to reinforce regulatory discipline and maintain

the integrity of India's financial system. [Business

Today] [Mint] [Reuters]

India: Largest power shortfall in 14 years

projected for June

(ms) India is anticipating its most significant power

deficit in 14 years, primarily due to a drop in

hydropower generation, as reported exclusively to

Reuters by government sources. The shortfall,

projected for June, is exacerbated by delays in

commissioning 3.6 gigawatts (GW) of new coal-fired

plants, which were scheduled to be operational by

March.

According to the Central Electricity Authority, a peak

shortage of 14 GW is expected during nighttime hours

in June. This shortfall would be the most significant

since 2009-10, with hydroelectric output experiencing

its steepest decline in four decades, while renewable

energy generation remains stagnant.

To address the impending crisis, Power Minister R K

Singh convened an emergency meeting, deciding to

defer planned maintenance shutdowns of power

plants in June and revive 5 GW of idle coal plant

capacity. The government aims to ensure adequate

power supply during both daylight and non-solar hours

in the coming months.

Grid-India forecasts a maximum nighttime demand of

235 GW in June, with nearly 187 GW of thermal
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capacity and approximately 34 GW from renewable

sources available on the supply side. This underscores

the need for strategic utilization of existing

infrastructure to bridge the demand-supply gap.

Despite India's ongoing transition towards green

energy, the resurgence of coal-based power plants

reflects the continued reliance on conventional energy

sources to meet escalating demand. However, plans

for new coal power plants have faced scrutiny amid

global pressure to reduce coal usage. [Reuters]

India: Third militant killed in Kulgam

(fd) On May 8, security personnel shot a third member

of the terror outfit The Resistance Force (TRF) in

Kulgam, Jammu and Kashmir. The operation was a

continuation of an attack on TRF area commander

Basit Dar’s hiding place in Redwani where had had

been shot on May 6.

Th security forces had killed Dar and an unnamed

other man after a tipoff and after a three-day long

operation a third gunman. Dar had been the suspect of

several murder cases and targeted killings. [Times of

India]

India: Indian Army Boosts Surveillance

with New Hermes-900 Drone

(wh) In a significant enhancement of its surveillance

capabilities along the Pakistan border, the Indian Army

will induct its first Hermes-900 drone, designated as

the Drishti-10, on May 18. The induction ceremony will

take place in Hyderabad, attended by senior Army

officials. The drone will be officially handed over by

Adani Defence, according to senior defence sources.

[India Today]

India: Fire exchange between security

forces and militants in Jammu and

Kashmir

(fd) Security personnel in Poonch, Jammu and Kashmir,

are conducting a now four-day long search operation

in after a group of militants had been spotted on May

10. A fire exchange took place between the militants

and security forces.
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On May 4, one member of the Indian Airforce had

been killed and another four injured after militants had

attacked a military convoy. [The Hindu]

India: 12 Naxalites killed in Chhattisgarh

(fd) On May 10 in the third major operation this month,

12 Naxalites were killed in the Bijapur district of

Chhattisgarh. Two members of the security forces

were injured in the gunfight after the operation had

been started in response to a tipoff concerning the

Naxalites location. After the operation munition, arms

and Naxalite literature were seized.

This year 103 Naxalites have been killed in

Chhattisgarh. On April 16, 29 Naxalites were killed,

marking the highest fatality rate in a single operation in

the state. [The Hindu]

The Maldives: Attorney-general can only

provide counsel on EEZ after

parliamentary approval

(lm) In the Maldives, the pledge by President Mohamed

Muizzu to reclaim maritime territory lost due to

previous administration policies, particularly the

Chagos Archipelago, is facing a roadblock as the

attorney general, Ahmed Usham, can only provide

legal counsel on the dispute following approval from

Parliament. The current parliamentary assembly,

where the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party

(MDP) holds the majority, has withheld approval for

Usham and two other ministers. [The Sun]

The Chagos Archipelago dispute concerns the

sovereignty of a group of islands in the Indian Ocean,

including Diego Garcia, which is the largest island.

Mauritius and the Maldives both claimed nearly 96,000

square kilometers of the ocean between the Maldives

and the Chagos Archipelago as falling within their

respective Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). In April last

year, the International Tribunal of the Law of the Seas

(ITLOS) divided the area, allocating portions to both the

Maldives and Mauritius.

At the time, the ruling was welcomed by then-

President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, who said that

nation’s maritime boundary has now been fully

demarcated. However, the opposition, including

President Muizzu have opposed the ITLOS’s ruling and

the government’s willingness to accept it.
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Against this backdrop, President Muizzu’s Progressive

National Congress (PNC) party has indicated that

granting approval to the ministers will be a priority

once the new parliamentary session begins. This

session, where the PNC has secured a supermajority, is

scheduled to commence on May 28.

The Maldives: Children shall embody

nationalism, discipline, uphold Islamic

values, President Muizzu says

(lm) In a public address on Children’s Day, Maldivian

President Mohamed Muizzu emphasized the

importance of instilling Islamic values, nationalism, and

leadership qualities in children. He stressed that this

responsibility lies with everyone and reaffirmed the

government's commitment to collaborating with

parents and communities to ensure children's welfare.

[The President's Office]

The Maldives: Former Parliament Speaker

Nasheed requests bay cut from April

(lm) Mohamed Nasheed, a former president and

parliament speaker in the Maldives, disclosed that he

has not been accepting his parliamentarian salary

since relocating to Ghana in January to serve as the

First Secretary-General of the Climate Vulnerability

Forum. Despite this, he formally requested a pay cut

starting from April until the end of his term on May 13.

[the edition]

Although Nasheed's MP salary was suspended, he

continues to receive allowances provided to former

Presidents and Speakers of Parliament. Under the

Former Presidents' Protection and Benefits Act,

Nasheed is entitled to a monthly compensation of

more than USD 11,000.00. Additionally, as a former

Speaker of Parliament, he receives an allowance of

roughly 4,750.00. However, since 2019, Nasheed has

requested deductions from the compensation for

former Presidents and appealed to remove

accommodation expenses, resulting in a total salary

and allowance of more than USD 10,300.00 per month.

The Maldives: Juvenile offender

rehabilitation in separate island
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(lm) Maldivian Minister of Homeland Security and

Technology Ali Ihusan has announced plans to

establish a separate island for a rehabilitation center

dedicated to juvenile offenders. The center, named

"Hope Island," will offer special programs including

education, sports, and mental well-being initiatives to

foster a conducive environment for the minors'

development. Upon reaching 18, the rehabilitated

minors will have the opportunity to join the police or

military based on their performance evaluations. [The

Sun]

Additionally, the minister revealed that the

government is amending laws to lower the criminal

age of culpability to 12 years.

The Maldives Revenue authorities recover

USD 50.3 million owed to the state

(lm) During the first quarter of this year, the Maldives

Inland Revenue Authority (MIRA) recovered a total of

approximately USD 50.3 million owed to the state. This

includes approximately USD 30.9 million collected

through dunning, USD 14.4 million collected from dues

clearance, USD 2.2 million recovered through account

freezing, and an additional USD 0.6 million recovered

through reminders, according to MIRA's first quarter

figures. Additionally, during this period, final notices

were issued to 9,244 persons for non-filing of tax

returns and 5,860 persons for non-payment of taxes.

Moreover, 231 individuals have been given the

opportunity to pay their taxes in installments,

amounting to approximately USD 32.5 million. [avas]

The Maldives: Indian company contracted

by former government to build police

stations identified

(lm) Maldives’ Minister of Homeland Security and

Technology Ali Ihusaan has disclosed that the Indian

company contracted to construct police buildings in

multiple atolls still holds the USD 3.6 million advance

payment made by the the previous administration. The

case has been forwarded to both the police and the

Anti-Corruption Commission for further investigation.

[the edition]

The project, valued at USD 41 million, aimed to build

police headquarters across 61 islands, with 85 percent

of the funding expected from the Exim Bank of India.

However, after the bank withdrew its loan offer, the
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Maldivian government had already paid the advance.

Despite the dissolution of the joint venture, the

company claims ownership of the funds and intends to

use them to build police stations.

The Maldives: Drugs worth USD 6.78

million confiscated since beginning of

year

(lm) In the Maldives, police have seized drugs valued at

approximately USD 6.78 million since the beginning of

the year. In April alone, 12 counter-narcotics

operations were conducted, resulting in the arrest of

70 Maldivians and seven foreigners found in

possession of drugs, as well as several individuals

under the influence. Overall, 56 counter-narcotics

operations have been carried out this year, leading to

the arrest of 260 Maldivians and 13 foreigners for drug

possession, along with multiple arrests related to drug

influence. [The Sun]

The Maldives: Development bank to start

operations in July

(lm) In the Maldives, Minister of Economic

Development and Trade Mohamed Saeed announced

that the country’s first development bank, aimed at

providing financing for both government and private

sector projects, is scheduled to commence operations

in July 2024. Establishing the development bank fulfills

a key pledge of Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu,

aiming to bolster the country's financial sector and

enhance its connectivity with international financial

bodies. [The Sun]

The minister additionally affirmed that the

commencement of the Special Economic and Financial

Zone in Kaafu Atoll's Funadhoo in central Maldives and

the Maldives Economic Gateway in Haa Alif Atoll's

Hoarafushi in northern Maldives is slated to initiate as

part of an agreement inked with Dubai's International

Free Zone Authority (IFZA). [the edition]

Maldives: Major infrastructure projects to

tackle rising sea level threat

(hg) The Maldives working to address the serious issue

of flooding in the capital, Malé, a common problem

exacerbated by rising sea levels. President Mohamed
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Muizzu has highlighted a large-scale initiative focused

on comprehensive redevelopment of the city’s

infrastructure. This includes the installation of

additional stormwater drainage systems designed to

manage the flooding issues more effectively. This plan

not only aims to enhance the city’s resilience to flood

damage but also involves improving the overall

disaster management system to better protect the

residents and their properties during such events. [The

President's Office]

In addition to this practical approach on the ground,

Maldives is also exploring futuristic solutions like the

creation of a Floating City. This project represents a

pioneering response to climate change. The city will

consist of thousands of residences and commercial

properties on a floating grid in a lagoon, designed to

rise with sea levels.

The Maldives: Government will comply

with EPA advisory on coral bleaching,

minister says

(lm) Maldivian Environment Minister Thoriq Ibrahim

has affirmed the government's commitment to adhere

to a recent advisory by the Environment Protection

Agency (EPA) aimed at mitigating the ongoing mass

coral bleaching event. [the edition]

The advisory, issued on May 10, calls for a temporary

pause on all ongoing dredging and reclamation

projects due to excessive coral bleaching in the

country. It includes measures such as suspending

coastal development activities impacting coral reef

ecosystems and adjusting work schedules for current

and future projects until June 10.

Nepal: Deputy Prime Minister Yadav pulls

out of government following party split

(lm) In Nepal, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for

Health and Population Upendra Yadav resigned from

his post on May 13, following a split of his party, the

Janata Samajbadi Party Nepal (JSP-Nepal), a junior

member of the ruling coalition government. Although

JSP-Nepal's withdrawal from the government will not

immediately impact the ruling coalition, it has

substantially reduced JSP-Nepal's representation in

Parliament's lower House. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
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On May 6, Nepal’s Election Commission registered a

new political party called the "Janata Samajbadi Party",

led by Ashok Rai, the JSP-Nepal's federal council chair.

This split was initially supported by seven of the party's

12 lower House lawmakers, indicating a considerable

internal rift. [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu

Post 3]

The Rai-led faction voiced their dissatisfaction with

Yadav's autocratic leadership style, accusing him of

unilateral decision-making and disrespect towards

lawmakers. Moreover, the need for a new party was

emphasized after Yadav's alleged attempts to

destabilize the ruling coalition, with Rai's group aiming

to maintain government stability.

Yadav’s situation was further complicated after Nepal’s

two major communist parties, the Unified Marxist–

Leninist (UML) and the Maoist Centre, withdrew their

support from the Madhesh provincial government,

leaving Chief Minister Saroj Kumar Yadav in a minority

position. The UML, Maoist Centre, Janamat Party, and

Loktantrik Samajbadi Party plan to form a new

government in Madhesh, although they have yet to

agree on leadership rotation. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Against the backdrop of these developments, there are

indications that the main opposition Nepali Congress,

the single-largest party in Parliament’s lower House, is

attempting to leverage the situation by rallying support

from JSP-Nepal and the Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Socialist) to challenge the government of

Prime Minister Dahal. The Nepali Congress has already

disrupted House proceedings, demanding the

resignation of Deputy Prime Minister and Home

Minister Ravi Lamichhene over alleged

misappropriation of cooperative funds. [see article in

this edition] [The Hindu]

Nepal: First meeting of Parliament’s

budget session adjourned following

obstruction by opposition party

(lm) The first meeting of the budget session of Nepal's

parliamentary lower House was adjourned until May

14 after it faced disruption as opposition Nepali

Congress lawmakers obstructed proceedings,

demanding a parliamentary investigation into Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs Rabi

Lamichhane's alleged involvement in cooperative

frauds. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Lamichhane is accused of embezzling hundreds of

millions of rupees from various credit cooperatives,
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allegedly in collusion with Gitendra Babu Rai, the

former chairman of the Gorkha Media Network, the

parent company of a television channel where

Lamichhane served as a managing director. The Nepali

Congress has expressed dissatisfaction with the

handling of evidence and what they perceive as a

conflict of interest, as Nepal Police, under the

ministry's jurisdiction, is investigating his involvement

in the embezzlement case. [AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3]

The obstruction by the Nepali Congress is not an

isolated incident but part of a pattern that disrupted

several proceedings of the House of Representatives

during the previous winter session, affecting legislative

productivity. This time, however, the opposition's

demand for a specific committee to investigate

Lamichhane's alleged involvement in fraudulent

activities comes at an even more crucial time, as both

Houses of the federal parliament must endorse the

government's policies and programs before the

national budget presentation.

However, the ruling parties argue against a committee

targeting an individual, suggesting a more generalized

approach to uncover and address malpractices within

the cooperative sector. Lamichhane himself, supported

by his party, the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP),

maintains his innocence, claiming that no legal case

currently exists against him, a point he wishes to clarify

in Parliament. [The Kathmandu Post 2] The Kathmandu

Post 3]

Their position was further strengthened when the

Office of the Attorney General recently issued a letter

affirming that there were no cases against Lamichhane

in cooperative fraud cases. This letter, issued at

Lamichhane's request, is unprecedented and has

drawn criticism. While the Attorney General's Office

defends the move as an exercise of citizens' right to

information, critics argue that it sets a wrong

precedent and blurs the line between investigation and

defense. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Karki appointed Koshi province

chief minister; secures vote of confidence

(lm) Hikmat Kumar Karki, the leader of the Communist

Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (UML) in the

provincial assembly, was appointed as the chief

minister of Nepal's Koshi province on May 9, with the

combined support of lawmakers from his party and

the Maoist Centre. This marks Karki's third term as

chief minister in a span of 17 months. [The Himalayan

Times 1]
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The appointment followed a notice from the province

head on May 8, requesting lawmakers to submit their

claims for the chief minister position by May 10. Prior

to this, both the UML and the Maoist Centre officially

withdrew their support from the government led by

then-chief minister Kedar Karki. Subsequently, on April

19, a special session of the provincial assembly passed

a resolution directing the chief minister to seek a vote

of confidence within 30 days of losing majority support

or resigning from the post.

In light of Karki's appointment, the Supreme Court

declined to issue an interim order on May 10 in

response to a writ petition challenging the

appointment filed by former chief minister Karki of the

Nepali Congress. The petition questioned the

constitutionality of Hikmat Karki's appointment and

sought his reinstatement. Instead of an interim order,

the court instructed the defendants, including the

Office of the Province Head, to provide reasons within

10 days for the appointment. The court scheduled the

final hearing for May 22, citing the need for

constitutional interpretation to resolve the dispute.

[The Kathmandu Post]

On May 13, Karki secured a vote of confidence from

the Koshi Province Assembly with 57 votes in favor and

none against. The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)

remained neutral, while the Nepali Congress boycotted

the assembly meeting. Sixty-two lawmakers were

present out of the 93-member Province Assembly. [The

Himalayan Times 2]

Nepal: Economic expert to president

resigns amid controversy over new map

on NPR 100 note

(lm) Chiranjivi Nepal, who served as the economic

expert to President Ramchandra Paudel, has resigned

from his position amid a controversy sparked by his

remarks regarding the printing of Nepal's new map on

the NPR 100 note. The decision to print the new map

on currency notes had been a subject of debate,

precisely because it includes territories disputed with

India, namely Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura, and Kalapani.

India rejected Nepal's new map, asserting that it did

not reflect the historical and legal realities on the

ground [see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1]

The controversy intensified when KP Sharma Oli, chair

of the coalition core Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist–Leninist), publicly criticized Nepal for his

remarks, characterizing them as opposing the

government's rightful decision. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Supreme Court continues hearing

on alleged collusion in corruption cases

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court is continuing hearing a

case that started when the website Sidha Kura on April

26 published audiovisual content that purportedly

showed collusion among high-profile individuals—

including chairpersons of two leading media houses,

current and former Supreme Court justices, and senior

advocates—to dismiss over 400 corruption cases.

The Supreme Court reacted by initiating a contempt of

court case against the publisher and the executive

editor of Sidha Kura. The court asserted that the

published material was a malicious attempt to defame

the judiciary, obstruct judicial proceedings, and

scandalize the court. The court demanded that both

accused appear with evidence to substantiate their

claims and to explain why they should not be charged

with contempt of court. [myRepublica]

Nepal: Experts call for carving feminist

policies including foreign policy

(lm) During an event organized by the Centre for Social

Innovation and Foreign Policy (CESIF), Nepali and foreign

experts have advocated for the development of

feminist policies, including within foreign policy

frameworks, to ensure more inclusive representation

and enhance Nepal's global presence. The event also

featured insights from various diplomats and

representatives from international organizations,

emphasizing the importance of gender equality in

diplomatic efforts and policy-making processes. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Graft case against six in USD 3

million equipment procurement for

security printing center

(lm) In Nepal, the Commission for Investigation of

Abuse of Authority (CIAA) has filed a corruption case

against six individuals for irregularities amounting to

roughly USD 3 million in equipment procurement for

the Security Printing Centre, a government entity

responsible for printing secure documents such as

currency notes and passports. The accused were

allegedly involved in inflating cost estimates and
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demanding unnecessary equipment for personal gain.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Former Nepal Telecom managing

director gets nine-year jail in payment

gateway scam

(lm) In Nepal, the former managing director of the

government-owned telecom provider, Sunil Paudel,

has been sentenced to nine years in prison and fined

USD 1.725 million by the Special Court for corruption

related to the procurement of the National Payment

Gateway system. The court also ordered the recovery

of the misused funds. The court acquitted eight other

accused individuals, including government secretary

Madhu Kumar Marasini. [The Kathmandu Post]

The case was filed by the Investigation of Abuse of

Authority (CIAA), Nepal's anti-corruption agency,

October last year, accusing Paudel and Marasini of

causing financial loss to the government by purchasing

the National Payment Gateway system, a critical

infrastructure used for electronic payment processing

in Nepal, without proper infrastructure and at an

unreasonably high estimate.

Nepal: Two men arrested in separate rape

cases

(lm) In Nepal, a 46-year-old man was arrested for

allegedly raping a 14-year-old mentally challenged girl.

The arrest followed a complaint filed by the victim's

relatives. The accused was presented at the District

Court on May 10 and has been remanded into judicial

custody. Further investigation into the case is ongoing.

[The Kathmandu Post 1]

Separately, police have arrested a 24-year-old man on

charge of raping another 14-year-old girl on May 2. The

accused had allegedly lured the victim by telling her

that he had brought her a gift, then raped the victim in

a jungle and threatened to kill her if she told anyone

about the crime. The accused was arrested after the

relatives of the victim filed a police case at the local

police office. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal pledges

diplomatic efforts to repatriate citizens

serving in Russian army
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(lm) Nepal’s Prime Minister Dahal has pledged to

prioritize diplomatic efforts to repatriate citizens

serving in the Russian army, emphasizing the

government's commitment to safeguarding their lives.

This assurance follows a meeting with campaigners

advocating for the return of Nepali recruits from the

Russian forces. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Following the Prime Minister's pledge, the families of

these recruits, who had been holding a prolonged sit-in

in Kathmandu, agreed to temporarily suspend their

protest. Their demands include the safe return of their

loved ones, compensation for injuries sustained, and

the repatriation of any prisoners of war held by

Ukrainian forces. [Bulgarian Military]

Nepal has emerged as a source of recruits for Russia's

conflict in Ukraine. While precise figures are elusive,

estimates indicate that as many as 15,000 Nepalese

men have enlisted, enticed by attractive financial

rewards and promises of fast-tracked citizenship.

Amidst these developments, the National Human

Rights Commission (NHRC) has urged the government

to swiftly undertake diplomatic measures to support

Nepalis impacted by the Russia-Ukraine conflict. The

NHRC’s requests include bringing back the bodies of

the deceased, providing medical care for the wounded,

and addressing broader issues such as safe

repatriation, compensation, and resolving the status of

Nepalis who have been taken hostage, killed, or are

missing in the conflict. The NHRC has reiterated the

government’s responsibility to uphold the human

rights of its citizens overseas. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Shebaz steps

down as ruling party president, brother

Nawaz poised to take charge

(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has

resigned from his position as president of the ruling

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), stating that it

is time for his elder brother, Nawaz Sharif, to reclaim

his role as the party's leader. [Arab News]

Nawaz, who founded the PML-N in 1993, stepped

down as its president in 2018 after the Supreme Court

ruled that individuals disqualified under certain

constitutional articles could not head a political party.

He was disqualified as prime minister in 2017 and

subsequently faced legal challenges related to

corruption allegations, though he has since been

acquitted. Shehbaz Sharif had assumed the role of

president temporarily, pending Nawaz's exoneration.
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Pakistan: Former PML-N leader Ismail to

form new political party

(lm) Miftah Ismail, a former stalwart of Pakistan’s ruling

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and ex-

finance minister, has officially put an end to months of

speculation by confirming the formation of a new

political party. [DAWN]

The yet-to-be-named party, according to Ismail, will

mark a departure from conventional political

paradigms. It pledges to prioritize ideas over

personalities, with a leadership structure that is

notably inclusive, featuring a significant representation

of women and young individuals. Moreover, the party

intends to introduce constitutional term limits for its

leaders, a measure aimed at fostering accountability

and preventing the entrenchment of power.

Pakistan: Leaking of confidential data will

attract prosecution under Official Secrets

act, minister says

(lm) Pakistan's Defense Minister, Khawaja Asif, issued a

stern warning, stating that leaking confidential

documents or information labeled as "secret" to the

public would result in prosecution under the Official

Secrets Act. He highlighted the potential risks to

Pakistan's strategic interests and diplomatic relations,

particularly when such information is disseminated on

social media platforms. [DAWN]

However, there was no clear distinction in the

bureaucracy about what information can be

categorized as “secret.” Asked about this, the minister

denied that his message implied political usage of a

security law.

Thus, concerns were raised about the implications of

the minister’s announcement for freedom of

expression and media freedom. Critics suggested that

such measures might hinder transparency and

investigative journalism, advocating instead for the

enactment of comprehensive data protection laws.

Ironically, Asif made his announcement on X, formerly

Twitter, despite the government's ban on the platform.
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Pakistan: Petitioner seeking media

regulation gets contempt notice

(lm) In a recent development in Pakistan, three out of

the six individuals who filed a joint petition seeking

media regulation denied their involvement before the

Supreme Court. This discrepancy led to the issuance of

a contempt notice to one of the petitioners, while the

court ordered repeated notices for the others. [DAWN]

The petition had originally requested the court to

direct the federal government to establish and

implement a code of conduct prohibiting defamation

of institutions and public servants, in accordance with

Article 19 of the constitution. Former officials and

lawyers were implicated in the case, raising questions

about the authenticity of the filing.

Chief Justice Isa expressed concern over the

submission of what he termed "bogus petitions" and

underscored the importance of transparency in legal

proceedings.

Pakistan: Government approves USD 86

million grant for Kashmir region after

violent protests

(lm) Following violent protests over inflation in the

Pakistan-administered part of Kashmir, Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif sanctioned a grant of USD 86 million

for the region. [Reuters]

The protests emerged late last week when an activist

group made up largely of traders initiated a strike in

Muzaffarabad driven by outrage over soaring

electricity and wheat prices due to inflation in a region

that has long suffered economically because of its

status as a conflict zone. The demonstrations

escalated, resulting in the death of a police official and

injuries to over 90 individuals during clashes with law

enforcement. [JURIST]

Despite the government's subsidy grant, tensions

continue following clashes in Muzaffarabad, where

three people were killed and six injured during clashes

with paramilitary Rangers attempting to leave the

region. This violence has sparked anger among

residents, prompting additional protests across

Kashmir. [DAWN]
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Pakistan: Government, army reiterate

resolve to punish May 9 riot perpetrators

as PTI holds protests

(lm) On the first anniversary of the May 9 riots in

Pakistan, the government and military strongly

reiterated their commitment to hold accountable those

involved in last year's violence, which occurred

following the brief arrest of former Prime Minister

Imran Khan. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

emphasized that such actions against national symbols

could not be tolerated, marking the day with the

slogan “May 9, Never Again.” [Arab News]

On May 9, 2023, alleged supporters of Khan attacked

military installations and attempted to besiege the

army headquarters in Rawalpindi [see AiR No. 20,

May/2023, 3]. The state's response involved mass

arrests, military custody for many detainees, internet

and social media shutdowns, and restrictions on public

gatherings. The military described the riots as a “black

day,” stressing the importance of legal actions against

the perpetrators to prevent future incidents of similar

nature.

Meanwhile, Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party

declared the riots a “natural reaction” to his arrest and

planned “peaceful” protests to show solidarity with

Khan, who remains imprisoned on multiple charges.

The PTI criticized the continuous crackdowns, including

recent police raids aimed at preventing

commemorative events. [Anadolu Ajansı]

On May 8, Khan rejected a demand by the military for

an apology, stating that it should be “sought from

them.” Opposition leader in the National Assembly

Omar Ayub Khan also called the military press

conference held against the PTI on May 7 an "open

interference in the political affairs of the country” and a

negation of the oath he took as a cadet at the military

academy.

Pakistan: Police baton-charge lawyers,

fire tear gas as protest turns violent

outside Lahore court

(lm) In Lahore, the capital of Pakistan’s Punjab

province, a significant clash occurred between police

and lawyers protesting outside the Lahore High Court.

The lawyers were demonstrating against the relocation

of civil courts to a suburban area and demanding the

dismissal of a terror case against their colleagues. As

they attempted to enter the court building, the police
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responded with baton charges, tear gas, and water

cannons, leading to the detention of dozens of lawyers.

[Arab News]

In response to the violent clashes, the Punjab and

Sindh Bar Councils declared a lawyers' strike for May 9

to demand the immediate release of detained lawyers,

changes in police leadership in Lahore, and the

dismissal of the charges against the lawyers.

Additionally, the Karachi Bar Association announced a

judicial work suspension in support of the protests.

[DAWN]

Pakistan: Human rights body calls 2023

dismal year

(lm) In 2023, human rights in Pakistan significantly

deteriorated, particularly following violent political

protests, according to a report by the Human Rights

Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). The report criticized

the state for a blatant disregard for its constitution and

for shrinking civic spaces to historically low levels.

[Voice of America]

Notable incidents included a severe crackdown on May

9, 2023, when supporters of former Prime Minister

Imran Khan stormed military and government

installations. The state's response involved mass

arrests, military custody for many detainees, internet

and social media shutdowns, and restrictions on public

gatherings. The military defended its actions,

suggesting that the crackdown was justified due to

attacks on state symbols and property. Major General

Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry emphasized the necessity of

holding accountable those who incite violence against

the state.

Additionally, the report highlighted a concerning

number of enforced disappearances, with 82 men and

seven women reportedly disappeared during the year,

often involving political party members. Despite

ongoing protests and dialogue attempts, such as those

by Baloch women in Islamabad, resolutions remained

elusive, and the protesters faced harsh responses.

Pakistan: Citi expects new USD 8 billion

IMF deal by end-July

(lm) Citigroup Inc., an American multinational

investment bank and financial services corporation,

anticipates Pakistan securing a new International
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Monetary Fund (IMF) program worth up to USD 8

billion by the end of July, replacing the recently

completed USD 3 billion short-term program. [Arab

News]

During a recent visit to Pakistan, a team from the

investment bank engaged with key policymakers,

including Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb.

Their discussions yielded optimistic projections for

Pakistan's financial outlook, particularly regarding the

country's 2027 international bond. Citi suggests that

positive developments, such as the potential for a

larger and longer IMF Extended Fund Facility (EFF)

program and potential investments from Saudi Arabia,

could bolster investor confidence in Pakistan's bonds.

Pakistan: Senior World Bank official

concludes visit after discussing reforms

with officials

(lm) The World Bank Vice President for South Asia,

Martin Raiser, recently concluded a three-day visit to

Pakistan, where he met with Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif and other key government officials to discuss

various reforms aimed at stabilizing and growing

Pakistan's economy. During his visit, discussions

covered topics such as fiscal and economic reforms,

climate change adaptation, energy sector

improvements, and digitalization efforts. [Arab News]

Raiser expressed his approval of Pakistan's reform

plans, which focus on boosting economic growth,

attracting private investment, and addressing social

issues like child stunting and poverty. He also visited

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province to discuss regional

development priorities in education, health, water, and

sanitation among other sectors. Additionally, Raiser

participated in a national education conference in

Islamabad, highlighting the World Bank’s commitment

to reducing the number of out-of-school children in

Pakistan.

Pakistan: Country’s largest oil maker

proposes swapping debt for stake in

public sector companies

(lm) Pakistan State Oil (PSO), the country's largest oil

marketer, is currently in discussions with the

government to acquire stakes in public sector energy

companies. This strategy aims to address the

substantial debt owed to PSO by entities such as the
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national airline. The accumulation of unresolved debt

across Pakistan's power sector is a major concern for

the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and resolving it

is crucial as Islamabad starts discussions for a new

long-term loan deal with the IMF this month. [Reuters]

PSO is significantly affected by circular debt within the

power and gas sectors, which amounted to about 5

percent of GDP by June 2023. This type of debt involves

non-payment through the chain of the power sector,

from consumers up to fuel suppliers like PSO.

In addition to these financial strategies, PSO is

planning expansions and upgrades in collaboration

with major investors from China and the Middle East,

particularly focusing on enhancing its refinery arm,

Pakistan Refinery Ltd. This comes alongside an

anticipated modest growth in demand for petroleum

products due to improving economic conditions in

Pakistan.

Pakistan: First lunar satellite enters

moon’s orbit

(lm) Pakistan has successfully launched its first lunar

satellite, ICUBE-Q, into the moon's orbit, marking a

significant advancement in the country's space

capabilities. The satellite, part of China’s Chang'e-6

mission, was deployed on May 3 and features two

cameras to capture lunar images. This achievement

positions Pakistan among the select group of nations

and institutions – United States, Russia, China, India,

Japan, and the European Space Agency - conducting

deep space missions. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Over 400 killed as military

intensifies operations in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan provinces

(lm) Terror-related incidents in Pakistan saw a notable

uptick in the first quarter of 2024 compared to the

corresponding period in 2023, according to data

compiled by the Center for Research and Securities

Studies (CRSS). The statistics reveal a 17 percent

increase in fatalities, with 432 individuals losing their

lives, while another 370 sustained injuries. These

casualties resulted from a total of 245 attacks and

military operations across the country. Notably, the

provinces of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan

bore the brunt of the violence, accounting for 92

percent of the total incidents. [Voice of America]
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In the latest notable incident, seven barbers from

Punjab province were fatally shot on May 9 in their

home in Balochistan province, near the port city of

Gwadar. While the motive for the killings remains

unclear, and no group has claimed responsibility, the

incident is under investigation by the police. [RFERL]

Baluchistan has been plagued by a low-level

insurgency, with groups such as the Baluchistan

Liberation Army demanding independence and often

targeting workers from Punjab to pressure them to

leave the province. Although the government claims to

have subdued the separatist movement, violence

continues. Notably, the Baluchistan Liberation Army

recently claimed responsibility for the murder of nine

Punjabis on a bus, alleging espionage.

Seychelles: Ministry of Lands and Housing

to Update Digital Platform

(ms) Seychelles' Ministry of Lands and Housing is set to

revamp its digital platform by May next year, aiming to

enhance efficiency and transparency in land allocation

processes. Denis Barbe, the principal secretary for

Lands, revealed plans to integrate comprehensive

information, including Land Bank details and applicant

progress tracking. The initiative aims to streamline

applicant lists and establish credibility, transitioning

from the phased-out Land Point System. Priority will be

given based on application time and financial

capability, with a focus on long-pending cases. Minister

Billy Rangasamy emphasized inclusivity, stating

financial proof rather than immediate funds will

suffice. The update signals a step towards modernizing

land management and addressing longstanding

concerns in Seychelles' housing sector. [Seychelles

News Agency]

Seychelles: Focus on disaster detection

and alert systems

(ms) The Seychelles Disaster Risk Management Division

(DRMD) aims to establish a disaster information

management system to enhance disaster

preparedness and response. Director General Robert

Ernesta highlighted this priority at a regional workshop

on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) for the Indian Ocean

region, held in Seychelles from May 7 to May 8.

The workshop, organized by the Indian Ocean

Commission (IOC) and partners, including the United
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Nations and the European Union, focused on

improving disaster management strategies.

Representatives from Mauritius, Comoros,

Madagascar, and Seychelles discussed priorities and

mutual support, emphasizing the need for a regional

cooperation mechanism. [Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka: Maithripala Sirisena resigns,

Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

new SLFP chair

(hg) Sri Lanka’s Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

was elected as the chairman of the Sri Lanka Freedom

Party (SLFP) on May 12 after former president

Maithripala Sirisena formally resigned from the

position amid ongoing heightened tensions between

rival factions. [The Print]

Earlier this month, the SLFP officially declared its

support for Rajapakshe in the upcoming presidential

elections. This followed a meeting of the party’s

executive committee on April 21, which appointed

Rajapakshe as acting chairperson of the SLFP under

the leadership of then-party chair Sirisena. Both

developments came against the larger backdrop of an

intraparty rivalry between Sirisena and a faction led by

former party leader Chandrika Bandaranaike

Kumaratunga, which appointed SLFP Senior Vice

President Nimal Siripala de Silva as chairman.

Legal battles ensued, with Rajapakshe facing a

restraining order from the Colombo District Court on

April 24, which was upheld by the Court of Appeal on

May 7. However, Rajapakshe's ascent to the party

chairmanship seemingly resolved the internal strife. To

solidify this transition, the Kaduwela Magistrate’s Court

issued an enjoining order, shielding the new SLFP

leadership from disruption. This move followed a

petition filed by SLFP Politburo members Isuru

Abeywardena and Sumith Wijeyamuna, implicating 20

other Politburo members. [Newswire]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission intervenes

in government’s pre-election

development drive

(hg) The Sri Lankan government's pre-election

development initiatives have encountered significant

opposition from the Election Commission (EC),

following complaints about political misuse of these

projects for election propaganda. The EC has
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prohibited the involvement of political representatives

in these projects to ensure fairness in the upcoming

presidential elections. This directive aligns with

broader efforts to maintain the integrity of the

electoral process and mitigate political bias in

developmental activities. [Dailymirror]

Under the scheme, each divisional secretariat area has

been allotted USD 340,000 for various development

projects, including the construction of access roads

and irrigation canals. The allocated funds, totaling USD

34 million, are earmarked for initiatives outlined in the

government's 'Kandukara Dashakaya 2024–2033' rural

development project, as announced in the 2024

budget. However, recent reports suggest that project

implementation has been sluggish, prompting a call for

action. Ruling party MPs have been specifically

entrusted with expediting the progress of these

initiatives to ensure timely execution [see AiR No. 18,

April/2024, 5].

Sri Lanka: Concerns Over CEB’s

procurement process for solar projects

(hg) The Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB), Sri Lanka’s

state-owned electricity utility, faces scrutiny over its

handling of a solar project tender, as accusations of

favoritism and procedural irregularities emerge, raising

doubts about the fairness of the procurement process.

[Dailymirror]

The CEB awarded the tender to a consortium, despite

clear breaches of tender conditions and allegations of

close ties between the consortium and retired CEB

engineers. The consortium failed to meet financial and

technical requirements, leading to concerns about the

integrity of the selection process and potential losses

to the national economy amounting to billions of

rupees.

Efforts to seek clarification from CEB officials and

consortium members have been met with reluctance

and refusal, further fueling suspicions surrounding the

procurement process.

Sri Lanka: Tamils faced torture long after

war, rights group says

(hg) The International Truth and Justice Project, a

London-based human rights organization, has released

a report detailing ongoing torture and abuse of ethnic
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Tamils by Sri Lankan security forces, even long after

the civil war ended in 2009. Documenting 123 cases of

torture and abuse between 2015 and 2022, the report

underscores systemic and unlawful detentions, along

with various forms of violence, aimed at Tamils. It calls

for international pressure on Sri Lanka to reform its

security sector and eliminate the culture of violence.

[Reuters]

The Sri Lankan government, however, has rejected

these allegations. The government states that it has

taken various steps to address human rights concerns

and promote reconciliation since the war's end. These

measures include returning land to Tamil owners,

confining the military to their bases in the north and

east of the island, and investigating missing persons

cases.

This situation is especially significant considering the

context of Sri Lanka's recent history, where the civil

war resulted in substantial casualties and human

rights abuses on both sides. The international

community, including human rights organizations,

continues to monitor Sri Lanka closely, urging for

reforms and accountability to prevent further abuses

and promote healing among the nation's diverse

communities.

Sri Lanka: High obesity rates contribute to

concerns over non-communicable

diseases

(hg) Obesity rates in Sri Lanka are notably high,

affecting approximately 46 percent of women and 10

percent of schoolchildren. Palitha Mahipala, the

Secretary to the Ministry of Health, pointed out the

substantial role of obesity in exacerbating non-

communicable diseases (NCDs), which are responsible

for 89 percentof deaths in the country. Notably, heart

disease and strokes are significant concerns, with

about 60,000 Sri Lankans experiencing strokes each

year, resulting in approximately 4,000 deaths. [Daily

News]

Sri Lanka: USD 17 billion in debt

restructuring sought; growth outlook

varies

(hg) Sri Lanka aims to implement a debt restructuring

framework within the first half of 2024, with support

from all major players, including finalizing agreements
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with China. Successful completion of this initiative

could result in a significant reduction of Colombo's

debt burden by approximately USD 17 billion.

[Dailynews.IK]

Meanwhile, economic indicators suggest a mixed

outlook for the country's growth prospects. According

to the World Bank, Sri Lanka's GDP contracted by 3.8

percent in the previous year but is anticipated to

rebound with a modest growth rate of 1.7 percent in

2024. In contrast, the Central Bank of Sri Lanka is more

optimistic, forecasting a higher growth rate of 3

percent.

Sri Lanka: Visa fees increased amid

transition to e-visa system

(hg) Sri Lanka recently doubled the cost of its travel

visas from USD 50 to USD 100, a move accompanied

by some confusion and dispute over the reasons for

the increase. The change coincided with the country's

transition from an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA)

system to an e-visa system managed by an outsourced

company.

Tourism Minister Harin Fernando cited a "technical

issue" with the outsourced company, setup, which

initially did not offer the standard 30-day visas. the

outsourced company, responded, stating that their

visa categories were introduced according to the

directives of Sri Lanka’s Department of Immigration

and Emigration (DI&E). Both parties confirmed that the

30-day travel visas priced at USD 50 were reinstated as

of May 7.

Sri Lanka's Ministry of Public Security opted for the

shift to an e-visa system managed by a company to

mitigate frequent hacking incidents associated with the

previous system. The outsourced company, which

operates in more than 150 countries, was chosen due

to its global reputation.

However, the fees charged by outsourced company,

which total approximately USD 25 per visa, have been

a point of contention within Sri Lanka’s travel industry

and have led to allegations from opposition leaders.

These fees were part of a contract signed with Sri

Lanka’s immigration authority on December 21, 2023.

According to the outsourced company, these charges

are approved by governments and are based on

various factors like scope of engagement and

infrastructure costs.
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Despite a policy allowing citizens from seven countries,

including India, China, and Japan, to receive "free

visas," these travelers still face a fee from the

outsourced company, Minister Fernando noted that

while the government does not charge these travelers,

fees are still required by the managing platform.

Sri Lanka is considering expanding its "free visa" list by

60 more countries, as mentioned by Fernando, who

highlighted that a government-appointed committee is

expected to make a decision on this. [CNBC]
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Cambodia: Voters register ahead of

elections, opposition party members

arrested

(lvw) The National Election Committee (NEC) has

finalized the updated list of 11,622 voters for the

upcoming 4th Election of Capital, Provincial, Municipal,

District, and Khan Councils on May 26.

Voters will cast their ballots at 209 assigned stations

across Cambodia. Phnom Penh's 14 districts are called

khan. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Opposition party members

arrested

(lvw) Cambodian authorities have arrested three

opposition party members ahead of the May 26 loacal

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-et/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-ei/


elections (see article above).

Sun Chanthy, president of the National Power Party,

was detained and charged with incitement for

criticizing government policies. The National Power

Party, formed by breakaway members of the

Candlelight Party, demanded Sun Chanthy's release,

highlighting that his arrest is a threat to the democracy

of upcoming elections. Meanwhile, two Candlelight

Party members were arrested in Kampong Cham

province but later released. The Candlelight Party

condemned the suppression of legitimate political

activities.

Critics see in these arrests a pattern of government

crackdowns, arbitrary arrests and intimidation of

opposition members. [Free Radio Asia]

Cambodia: Human rights remain fragile

(lvw) The human rights situation has recently seen

contradicting assessments by the Cambodian Human

Rights Committee (CHRC) and Human Rights.

The CHRC asserts that Cambodia is making progress in

ensuring the exercise of fundamental rights and

freedoms. Following the fourth round of the Universal

Periodic Review (UPR) in Geneva, where 100 countries

registered to comment and make recommendations,

representatives praised Cambodia's efforts in

implementing past recommendations and its

commitment to human rights, according to the CHRC.

The CHRC vowed to consult with ministries and

stakeholders to decide on implementing the

recommendations received. These achievements

encompass civil, political, economic, social, and cultural

rights through legal frameworks, political programs,

and action plans tailored to Cambodia's context.

Conversely, Human Rights Watch (HRW) has urged UN

members to press for reforms in Cambodia due to

deteriorating human rights conditions. The Manet

government faces criticism for restricting press, labor,

civil society, and media freedoms. Recent events

include arrests of opposition figures and upheld

convictions against union activists. [Jurist News],

[Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Defense Ministry seeks budget

increase to bolster arsenal against

ongoing insurgency in Papua
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(jb) Indonesia's Defense Ministry is seeking a budget

increase to bolster its arsenal against the ongoing

insurgency in Papua, citing the need for high-tech

weaponry to counter separatist rebels who possess

superior knowledge of the region's terrain.

The ministry emphasized the importance of

technological advancements to level the playing field

against the rebels, who have been waging a guerrilla

war since Indonesia annexed Papua in 1963. Despite

ongoing efforts to address the conflict through

economic development initiatives, security remains a

primary concern.

Human rights activists have criticized the proposal,

warning that it could escalate violence and harm

civilians in the conflict-ridden region.

Critics argue that military action alone is insufficient

and call for alternatives, including peace negotiations

like those that ended the Aceh conflict in 2005. [Benar

News]

Indonesia: Calls for transparency amid

spyware scandal

(jb) Indonesia's rights groups are demanding

transparency from the government following

revelations of the nation's law enforcement agencies

purchasing "highly invasive spyware" from various

countries, including Israel, Malaysia, and Singapore. An

investigation by Amnesty International's Security Lab

and media outlets exposed the procurement of

spyware between 2017 and 2023, utilized by agencies

like the national police and Indonesia's primary

intelligence agency (see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1).

The spyware, including the notorious Pegasus

developed by Israel's NSO Group, a cyber-intelligence

firm,  grants unprecedented access to mobile phones,

raising concerns about surveillance of activists,

journalists, and politicians. The complex network of

vendors, brokers, and resellers has hindered public

oversight, prompting calls for accountability

mechanisms.

Rights advocates emphasize the necessity of oversight

to ensure the responsible and lawful use of

surveillance tools. The lack of transparency fuels fear

among the populace, with anyone potentially

becoming a target, posing a threat to democratic

principles and freedom of expression in Indonesia.

[South China Morning Post]
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Indonesia: Finance minister emphasizes

need for vigilant monitoring and

management of FX volatility

(jb) Indonesia's Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati

has emphasized the need for vigilant monitoring and

management of foreign exchange (FX) volatility,

attributing recent fluctuations to sustained US interest

rates.

Speaking at an event in London, hosted by the Asia

House think tank, she highlighted the impact of FX

movements observed in April, particularly on the

Indonesian rupiah, which hit its lowest level since the

2020 global market selloff. Indrawati underscored the

immediate consequences of dollar strengthening,

notably on fuel subsidies. [Channel News Asia]

Indonesia: Nickel reserves set to drive

further expansion, official asserts

(jb) Indonesia's nickel reserves are poised to sustain

the growth of processing industries for decades to

come, according to a statement by a senior official

from the investment ministry on May 8.

Mohammad Faizal, director for downstream strategic

investment at the Investment Ministry, revealed during

an industry conference in Jakarta that the country's

high-grade nickel reserves are projected to endure

until 2035, while its low-grade nickel reserves are

anticipated to last until at least 2069.

Indonesia's abundant high-grade nickel ore, crucial for

nickel pig iron (NPI) production, and lower-grade

variants, essential for electric vehicle battery

production, signal promising opportunities for

expansion in stainless steel and battery material

manufacturing.

Faizal highlighted the potential for Indonesia to

become a leading producer of electric vehicle batteries

by 2040 and a top stainless-steel manufacturer. He

emphasized that while new smelters can continue to

be built, diversification into different product types is

advisable.

Despite concerns about oversupply impacting global

nickel prices, Indonesia remains committed to

maximizing its nickel resources for domestic value
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addition and international competitiveness. [Channel

News Asia]

Indonesia: Q 1 economic growth surpasses

expectations

(jb) Indonesia's economy, the largest in Southeast Asia,

exceeded expectations by expanding 5.11 percent in

the first quarter of this year, outpacing both the

previous year's 5.04 percent and economists' forecast

of 5 percent.

The robust growth was fueled by heightened

government spending in anticipation of the

presidential election in February 2024 and increased

household expenditures in preparation for Ramadan

and Eid al-Fitr in April 2024.

Notably, government spending surged nearly 20

percent annually during the period, driven by

allocations for election-related expenses and welfare

programs aimed at mitigating the impact of rising food

prices on low-income families.

While household spending also saw a substantial

increase, investment growth experienced a slight

decline to 3.79 percent in January-March 2024 from the

previous quarter's 5.02 percent.

Economists, however, express concerns about future

economic performance, citing factors such as high

interest rates, declining commodity prices, and

subdued growth momentum. Bank Indonesia's recent

rate hikes aim to stabilize the rupiah, which has

depreciated amid global market volatility.

Despite challenges, analysts anticipate continued

vigilance from BI and project a full-year growth rate of

5 percent for the Indonesian economy. [Vietnam Plus]

[BNN Bloomberg]

SpaceX's Starlink secures a permit to

operate in Indonesia

(jb) SpaceX's Starlink has secured a permit to operate

in Indonesia, according to the country's

communications minister. The permit allows Starlink to

offer internet services to retail consumers and deploy

networks, including very small aperture terminal

(VSAT) services.
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Indonesia becomes the third Southeast Asian country

where Starlink will operate, following licenses granted

in Malaysia and partnerships in the Philippines.

Starlink plans to conduct trials in Indonesia's new

capital city, Nusantara, with expectations to provide

internet access to remote areas.

The government anticipates collaboration with local

network providers to ensure compliance with

regulations. Starlink has yet to comment on the

development. [Reuters]

Indonesia: Supreme Court frees

indigenous farmer accused of land

encroachment

(jb) Indonesia's Supreme Court has acquitted Mikael

Ane, a Catholic farmer from the Ngkiong indigenous

community, who had been incarcerated for allegedly

encroaching on land designated as a tourist park.

Ane, 57, was arrested last year for erecting a house on

land claimed by the government as part of the Ruteng

Natural Tourism Park in East Manggarai Regency, East

Nusa Tenggara province. Despite arguing that his

ancestors had inhabited the area prior to the park's

establishment in 1991, he was sentenced to eighteen

months in prison and fined 300 million rupiah (USD

19,593).

The Supreme Court's ruling, which absolved Ane of any

wrongdoing, has been praised by his attorney,

Maximilianus Herson Loi, as a significant step forward

for indigenous rights in Indonesia. [Union of Catholic

Asian News]

Indonesia: Indigenous rights bill hindered

by pro-business interests, activists allege

(jb) Efforts to pass Indonesia's long-awaited Indigenous

rights bill have been persistently obstructed by pro-

business political parties for over a decade, lawmakers

and activists claim. These parties, fearful of

relinquishing control over natural resources to

Indigenous communities, have stalled the bill, which

aims to formalize Indigenous land rights and halt land

and forest loss to commercial ventures.

The ruling coalition, comprising seven parties and

controlling 82 percent of parliamentary seats, has been

identified as the primary obstacle to the bill's progress.
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Despite its inclusion on the national priority legislation

list since 2014, the bill remains stuck in committee

discussions.

Activists argue that enshrining Indigenous rights in law

would require investor compliance with Indigenous

consent, a prospect met with resistance from business

interests. With a new parliament and president set to

take office soon, the fate of the bill hangs in the

balance, leaving Indigenous communities vulnerable to

further displacement and land appropriation.

[Mongabay]

Indonesia: Police arrest four Muslim men

for attacking Catholic students

(jb) Police in South Tangerang, Banten province, have

arrested four Muslim men for attacking Catholic

students praying the rosary in Jakarta's outskirts.

The suspects allegedly shouted and intimidated the

students before others with knives joined the assault.

Three knives used in the attack were seized. The

incident occurred when 12 students conducted a

traditional rosary service.

Two female students were injured, and one Muslim

man was assaulted for defending them. Catholic

groups urged police action, resulting in the arrests.

[The Herald Malaysia]

Laos: Multiple ministers replaced

(lvw) The Lao People’s Revolutionary Party has

approved several high-level position changes, including

new acting provincial governors and ministers.

On May 6, two high level ministers, Minister of

Planning and Investment and the Minister of

Agriculture and Forestry were replaced, signifying a

reshuffling of the cabinet.

On May 8, another two ministers were replaced, the

Acting Governor of Bokeo province and the Acting

Governor of Borikhamxay province, marking the

second reshuffle within a week.

The reassignments reflect adjustments in response to

evolving circumstances and consider the expertise of

senior officials. [Lao News Agency] [Vientiane Times]
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Malaysia: Results of Kuala Kubu Baharu

state assembly by-election announced 

(ba) The Alliance of Hope (Pakatan Harapan) candidate

from Democratic Action Party, Pang Sock Tao emerged

victorious in the May 11 Kuala Kubu Baharu state

assembly by-elections, securing a substantial lead of

3,869 votes, as declared by the Election Commission

(EC). The EC reported that Pang garnered 14,000 votes,

surpassing the 10,131 votes obtained by Khairul Azhari

Saut, the candidate from the National Alliance

(Perikatan Nasional).

The candidates from the Malaysian People's Party

(Parti Rakyat Malaysia), Hafizah Zainudin, and

independent candidate Nyau Ke Xin received 152 and

188 votes respectively.

The electoral process comprised 18 polling stations,

totaling 74 channels. A notable 61.5 percent of eligible

voters, approximately 24,650 out of 40,226, exercised

their voting rights in the constituency. [The Star]

Pakatan Harapan is the largest coalition in Malaysia’s

House of Representatives with 81 seats and part of a

"Unity Government". Perikatan Nasional is the the

second largest political coalition in the House of

Representatives with 74 seats and is the opposition.

Malaysia: Prime Minister seeks to

liberalize clinical research market

(ba) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim – through his

speech read by Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly

Ahmad at the opening ceremony of the CRM Trial

Connect 2024 conference organized by Clinical

Research Malaysia (CRM) on May 9 – has advocated for

Malaysia to seize the moment, embark on reform, and

dismantle barriers obstructing clinical research

progress. Anwar underscored the importance of

simplifying investment opportunities in the clinical

research domain, suggesting that regulations and

policies need updating to align with current market

demands. 

He added that as the clinical research industry

expands, ancillary services such as contract research

organizations (CROs), laboratories, manufacturing

facilities, and logistics services would experience rapid

growth, generating more employment opportunities.

[The Star] [Astro Awani]
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Malaysia: Former finance minister asked

case to be reviewed by a different judge

(ba) Former Finance Minister Daim Zainuddin sought

the Sessions Court's approval on May 7 to transfer his

case regarding the failure to comply with a Malaysian

Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) notice –

pertaining to the non-declaration of 70 property assets

and one bank account – to another court judge.

During the hearing before Judge Azura Alwi, Deputy

Public Prosecutor Law Chin How stated that the

prosecution would file an affidavit of argument

following Daim's application. However, more time was

required for the prosecution to prepare the affidavit.

Nevertheless, Azura decided to prioritize Daim's

application for transferring the case to another

Sessions Court, scheduling it for July 4.

Daim filed the application on May 7, citing concerns

about potential injustice and bias against him. His wife,

Na'imah, faced charges related to non-compliance with

the MACC notice under Section 36(1)(b) of the MACC

Act 2009, with her case previously heard by Azura.

On January 29, Daim was charged with failing to

comply with the notice, which encompassed 70

properties, a bank account, luxury vehicles, companies,

and properties across several states. Na'imah faced

charges on January 23 for similar offenses related to

property declaration. Both were charged under Section

36(2) of the MACC Act 2009, which carries a maximum

prison sentence of five years and a fine of up to US$

21,000 if convicted. [Astro Awani]

However, on May 9, the Court of Appeal dismissed the

appeal filed by Daim Zainuddin and his family seeking

to overturn the High Court's rejection of their

application for leave to pursue a judicial review

challenging the Malaysian Anti-Corruption

Commission's (MACC) investigation into their financial

matters.

The three-judge panel, headed by Court of Appeal

judge Datuk Azizah Nawawi, reached a unanimous

decision after approximately an hour of deliberation,

considering arguments presented by both the

prosecution and the defence. Joining Judge Datuk

Azizah Nawawi on the panel were Judges Datuk

Hashim Hamzah and Datuk Azizul Azmi Adnan. [The

Malay Mail] [Free Malaysia Today]
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Malaysia: Corruption and money

laundering case involving Adam Radlan

rescheduled

(ba) The trial of Adam Radlan Adam Muhammad, the

Deputy Head of the Malaysian United Indigenous Party

(Bersatu) Segambut Division, facing 12 charges related

to corruption and money laundering concerning the

Jana Wibawa project, has been rescheduled to June 10

at the Sessions Court. It was originally scheduled to

start in late

Judge Suzana Hussin approved the postponement

after Deputy Public Prosecutor Mohamad Fadhly Mohd

Zamry revealed the prosecution's non-objection to the

defense's request.

Adam Radlan is accused of receiving a USD 105,000

bribe for facilitating a company in obtaining a

government agreement for the Project to Build Jalan

Sungai Adam to Kampung Banat, Perlis, valued at USD

10.04 million. He faces a prison sentence up to 20

years and a fine of five times the bribe value. 

Additionally, he faces seven money laundering charges

exceeding USD 630,000 million in the context of

offenses committed between March 2021 and January

2023 in Kuala Lumpur and Petaling Jaya. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Johor Chief Minister rejects

allegations regarding a casino in Forest

City

(ba) Johor's Chief Minister, Hafiz Ghazi, has firmly

stated that there will be no casino constructed in

Forest City, an integrated residential development and

private town located in Iskandar Puteri, Johor.

He rebuffed a news article alleging the issuance of a

license and the initiation of a casino project in Forest

City as entirely defamatory.

On April 26, property deleloper Berjaya Corp lodged a

police complaint against an international news

agency's article, which implicated business magnate

and Berjaya Corp founder Vincent Tan in discussions

with Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim regarding a

potential casino in Forest City. [The Star] [New Straits

Times]

Malaysia: Court allows former prime

minister to strike out UEM-Renong
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lawsuit by Halim Saad

(ba) Former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad and

two others have successfully ended a lawsuit filed by

business tycoon Halim Saad over alleged losses

incurred during the government's 2001 takeover of

United Engineers Malaysia (UEM) Bhd and Renong Bhd.

High Court judge Judicial Commissioner Suzana

Muhamad Said granted the striking-out application by

the former prime minister, former finance minister II

Nor Mohamed Yakcop, and the government, citing the

statute of limitations.

In his claim, Halim stated that the government

mandated Khazanah Nasional Bhd, the sovereign

wealth fund of the Malaysian government, to acquire

UEM between July and October 2001, which led to a

devaluation of his Renong shares and substantial

financial losses.

JC Suzana highlighted that Halim had filed a similar

lawsuit in 2013, which was dismissed. She emphasized

that the issues raised then are now bound by the

principle of res judicata and the statute of limitations.

"The statute of limitations exists for a reason," she

remarked. "It is to prevent unnecessary legal actions,

especially after a significant amount of time has

passed." "The incident occurred in 2001. More than 20

years have passed, and considering the previous

lawsuit in 2013, after over 10 years, this current case is

only now being brought to court," she noted on

Tuesday (May 14).

Halim had filed a similar lawsuit on April 17, 2013,

against Khazanah Nasional, Nor Mohamed Yakcop,

and the government, seeking damages exceeding

US$378 million for the sale of his interests in Renong.

[The Star]

Malaysia: MoU on allocation of funds to

opposition Members of Parliament soon

to be finalized

(ba) Deputy Prime Minister Fadillah Yusof has

confirmed that the completion of the draft

memorandum of understanding (MoU) for distributing

funds to opposition Members of Parliament (MPs) is

imminent.

He mentioned that once finalized, the draft would

undergo review and approval by the highest leadership
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of all political parties, including those in the opposition

camp.

Fadillah highlighted that a crucial aspect of the MoU is

to prevent the exploitation of contentious issues, such

as those related to religion, royalty, and race (3R), by

political groups. "I've provided an overview of the

content, emphasizing the importance of concentrating

on economic recovery, ensuring stability, and

promoting tourism across all parliamentary platforms.

Additionally, we intend to address issues that could

potentially divide the nation, including those related to

the 3R, within the framework of the MoU," he added.

Earlier, Fadillah mentioned that the top leadership of

the unity government secretariat had agreed in

principle to consider allocating funds for opposition

MPs. He stated that the secretariat had consented to

prepare a draft MoU, which would be presented to the

opposition for negotiation. [New Straits Times]

Myanmar: National Unity Government

condemns junta massacre of civilians in

Sagaing

(jw) Myanmar's National Unity Government (NUG)

condemned the military regime after armed forces

killed 32 people in Lethtoketaw Village on May 9. The

village is a part of Myinmu Township in Sagaing.

According to the NUG’s Human Rights Ministry, junta

forces fired light arms and artillery shells into the

village and killed six villagers. Later, they reportedly

entered the village and executed 24 residents hiding

inside a monastery. Calling it a massacre, the ministry

has accused the military regime of “systematically and

widely committing war crimes and crimes against

humanity.”

The NUG said that the massacre was committed by a

combined force of 70 troops from Light Infantry

Battalion 13, Field Engineer Battalion 909, Supply and

Transport Battalion 929, as well as Pyu Saw Htee militia

members. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military junta denies killing 32

civilians in Mandalay

(jw) According to resistance groups, 32 civilians were

killed in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan Township as a
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result of junta shelling in response to attacks by the

People's Defense Forces (PDF) on May 9.

Soon after, Son village, where a pro-junta Pyu Saw

Htee militia is based, was shelled by navy vessels on

the Ayeyarwady River after local resistance forces

attacked. Resistance groups said that Son village hosts

the biggest Pyu Saw Htee militia in Myingyan Township

and that the militia was backed by the junta.

The military junta denied responsibility for the civilian

deaths and blamed resistance groups instead. On May

10, the regime accused PDFs of firing weapons at Son

village.

Bo Mike Khal of the PDF denied those allegations,

saying that rebel forces attempted to help Son

residents escape from the shelling. A video shortly

released by Myingyan Black Tiger after the capture of

Son showcased PDF fighters helping village residents.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Hundreds more forced into

military service in second round of the

draft

(jw/jb) The military regime has nitiated its second

round of the draft this month, conscripting hundreds

of new individuals to serve. A government official from

the Yangon Region recruitment team said on May 9

that they sent almost 300 new conscripts to the Bayint

Naung Investigation and Military Guesthouse, the final

stage before entering military training.

According to the Burma Affairs and Conflict Study, an

organization that monitors junta war crimes, the first

batch of 5,000 conscripts was sent to over 150 military

centers across the country.

In addition, allegations of civilian abductions were

levied against the regime during the first round of

conscription. The conscription law and reports of

forced conscription have caused many young people

to flee to evade the draft.

Based on pictures by the military recruitment team,

The Irrawaddy, a news website founded by Burmese

exiles, estimates that there may be 200-300 people in

each region being drafted. Though recruitment centers

have been set up in all seven of Myanmar's regions,

Mon, Shan and Rakhine are the only states to have

them.
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Regime troops have suffered significant losses in the

remaining four — Kachin, Karenni, Karen, and Chin —

and most of the territory is held by ethnic rebel forces.

Consequently, most of the regime's conscription

efforts have focused on Yangon, Mandalay,

Ayeyarwady and Naypyitaw, as well as southern Shan

State. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Kidnappings and forced

conscription in Bago

(jw) In Bago Region's Thayawaddy district, the military

regime has seized over 50 young men between

February and May, according to the Thayawady District

People’s Defense Force (PDF). Most of these men have

been forced into the military according to residents

and local rebel forces.

Many were arrested at junta checkpoints, with some

having been released after paying a ransom. But

others were sent to an interrogation center in Okpho

town before being drafted. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military junta launches

airstrike on Akyi Pan Malun village

(jb) On the morning of May, Myanmar's junta launched

an airstrike on Akyi Pan Malun village monastery in

Saw Township, Magwe Region, resulting in at least 14

deaths and 30 injuries. The airstrike, reportedly

targeting civilians meeting to discuss transport plans,

obliterated the monastery and its surroundings.

Residents, assisted by volunteers, have recovered 14

bodies so far, with more expected. The monastery's

abbot sustained injuries in the attack.

Residents noted junta drones surveilling the area in

the preceding days, suggesting premeditation. Situated

in resistance-held territory, the village experienced

communication blackouts before the strike. [The 

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Number of forcibly displaced

individuals doubles in the last six months

(jb) The number of forcibly displaced individuals in

Myanmar has surged, doubling in the last six months

and reaching over 3 million, according to the United
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Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator. This

increase underscores the growing humanitarian crisis

in the country, exacerbated by state-led violence

against Rohingyas since 2017 and the military's brutal

suppression of resistance following the February 2021

coup.

The surge in displacement has coincided with

intensified armed resistance by People’s Defense

Forces and other groups against the military coup,

particularly in the country’s northern and western

regions.

The UN warns of dire conditions faced by displaced

children, hindering their access to education and

proper nutrition. [Peoples Dispatch]

The Philippines: Marcos’s party forge

alliance with Lakas-CMD for 2025 mid-

term elections

(tl) In the Philippines, President Marcos Jr.’s Partido

Federal ng Pilipinas (PNP) party has signed an alliance

with the single-largest party in Parliament’s lower

House, the Lakas-Christian Muslim Democrats (CMD),

which is chaired by the president’s cousin and

incumbent House Speaker, Martin Romualdez.

Observers say that the move establishes the base of

the administration’s senatorial ticket in next year’s

midterm elections, a vote that will test Marcos Jr.’s

popularity as president. [Philippine News Agency]

[Rappler]

It is expected that other key blocs in the Marcos

administration’s super majority coalition, such as the

National Unity Party, Nationalist People’s Coalition, and

Nacionalista Party, will also forge an alliance with PFP

and Lakas-CMD heading to the midterms.

The Philippines: House leaders criticize

Senate's probe into alleged drug leaks

(tl) In the Philippines, House leaders have voiced strong

opposition to the Senate's ongoing investigation into

purported leaks from the Philippine Drug Enforcement

Agency (PDEA) regarding President Marcos Jr.'s alleged

involvement in illegal drug activities. They argue that

such probes undermine the Senate's integrity and

suggest a broader agenda aimed at destabilizing the

Marcos administration. [The Philippine Star]
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The Senate public order and dangerous drugs

committee, chaired by Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, held its

third hearing on the alleged leaked documents on May

13. However, the hearings have so far failed to

establish concrete evidence. Testimonies during the

hearings, particularly from former PDEA agent

Jonathan Morales, have been criticized for lacking

credibility and reliability. Despite these concerns, dela

Rosa remains adamant about the validity of the leaked

documents and has scheduled another hearing to

pursue the matter further. [Rappler]

The Philippines: Home Secretary

dismissed involvement of ranking police

officials in ouster plot allegation

(tl) Interior Secretary Benjamin Abalos Jr. dismissed

claims of ranking police officials' involvement in an

ouster plot against President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

as "pure hearsay." He stated that there is no credible

threat and that ouster plot allegations occur in almost

all administrations. Abalos expressed confidence in the

loyalty of police officers to their mandate and that they

are focused on their duties as officers. Philippine

National Police chief Gen. Rommel Francisco Marbil

stated that the police force remains loyal to the

constitution and rallies behind Marcos' 'Bagong

Pilipinas' vision. [Philippine News Agency] [The

Philippines Starts]

The Philippines: DOJ prepares legal brief

on President Marcos Jr.’s options for ICC

warrants

(tl) In the Philippines, the Department of Justice is

currently crafting a legal brief for President Marcos Jr.

to explore his options in case the International

Criminal Court (ICC) issues warrants against former

President Rodrigo Duterte, his daughter and Vice

President Sara Duterte, and other figures linked to the

war on drugs, as alleged by former Senator Antonio

Trillanes IV. [The Philippine Star] [Philippine News

Agency 1] [Philippine News Agency 2]

Back in March 2019, then-President Duterte initiated

the country's withdrawal from the ICC. However, this

action came after the ICC had already initiated a probe

in 2016 into Duterte’s "war on drugs," a controversial

anti-illegal-narcotics campaign marked by widespread

extrajudicial killings resulting in over 6,000 deaths.

Although the investigation was temporarily suspended
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at the Philippines' request in November 2021, the ICC

announced its resumption in January 2023 and

rejected the country’s appeal in July of the same year.

In November of the previous year, Marcos mentioned

that the Philippines was contemplating rejoining the

ICC, although concerns regarding jurisdiction

persisted. In a more recent statement in April, Marcos

declared that his administration would refuse to

enforce any ICC arrest warrants against Duterte, citing

the lack of ICC jurisdiction over the Philippines. He

views the ICC as a threat to the nation's sovereignty

and has pledged non-cooperation with any ICC

investigations.

Nevertheless, Trillanes suggested that rejoining the ICC

might be among Marcos' considerations, particularly in

light of reported tensions with Vice President Duterte.

He also said that the ICC may issue an arrest warrant

against former president Duterte by June or July.

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr.

forms special body on human rights

(tl) Philippines’ President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has

established a special committee on human rights,

aiming to enhance mechanisms for promoting and

protecting human rights in the Philippines. Critics view

this move as an attempt to evade accountability and

whitewash the country's human rights situation. The

committee, described as a "super body," will focus on

various areas, including law enforcement, criminal

justice, and policy-making related to human rights.

[Philippine News Agency] [inquire.net]

The Philippines: PCO joined with social

media giant for digital defense

(tl)The Presidential Communications Office in the

Philippines has partnered with social media companies

to combat misinformation and disinformation. During

the UniComm 2024 conference, officials emphasized

the importance of digital defense and shared insights

on securing social media accounts. Google, Meta, and

TikTok representatives discussed measures to prevent

the spread of harmful content and promote critical

thinking among users. PCO Undersecretary Emerald

Ridao stressed the need to combat dis information and

misinformation about government initiatives and

people spreading through the "digital sphere."The

conference addressed challenges such as account
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hacking and fake news propagation. [Philippine News

Agency]

The Philippines: Seven BuCor officers were

relieved for investigation over strip

search at National Bilibid Prison

(tl)The Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) has relieved

seven officers to investigate a complaint filed by the

wives of persons deprived of liberty (PDLs) who were

subjected to a strip body search at the National Bilibid

Prison (NBP) in Muntinlupa City last month. The strip

search is a practice of searching a person for weapons

or contraband suspected of being hidden on their

body or inside their clothing. BuCor Director General

Catapang said the bureau had to conduct body

searches manually because they did not have body

scanners. The investigation will focus on whether the

seven officers violated the protocol on strip searches

being implemented by the bureau in all its penal and

correctional facilities nationwide. One of the victim by

strip search, 63-year-old Gloria Almonte, said she was

asked to take off her clothes and “squat three times

and then bend over while opening my private parts to

check for any hidden illegal items. I felt shame during

those moments … It felt like my dignity as a human

being was being trampled upon”. [inquirer.net]

Justice Secretary gave the public the assurance that the

Department of Justice (DOJ) would not put up with

negligent prison guards at the NBP who are later found

to have abused their power to physically serach PDLs'

visiting friends and family. [Philippine News Agency]

[The Philippines Star]

The Philippines: BuCor suspend strip

search policy in prison amid controversy

over its policy

(tl)The Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) has suspended

its strip and cavity search policy in prisons following

complaints from political prisoners' wives. Strip search

including cavity searches, have been suspended

pending investigation in prisons. With support from

the human rights organization Kapatid, which aids

political prisoners, the wives submitted complaints to

the Commission on Human Rights (CHR). Later, the

CHR declared that it had opened an investigation of its

own into the policy-related allegations. Then, BuCor

announced that it was carrying out its own
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investigation and had already relieved seven

corrections officers to pave the way for the probe.

BuCor director general Gregorio Catapang Jr.

announced the suspension on May 10, pending the

results of an investigation. If a visitor refuses to

participate in the search process, they might choose to

use electronic visitation, known as the "e-dalaw." Strip

searches are not conducted on minors. Catapang

added that they made the decision following his

discussion with other correctional officials and that the

suspension will allow them time to reassess their

practices. [Rappler]

The Philippines: WB and ULAP collaborate

to enhance PH's local governance

(tl)The World Bank and the Union of Local Authorities

of the Philippines (ULAP) have held a meeting to

discuss potential engagements to strengthen support

for local governments in the Philippines and identify

deeper collaboration avenues. The meeting focused on

the World Bank's sustainable development programs,

particularly on urban resilience and disaster, water,

agriculture, and environment, natural resources, and

the blue economy. The dialogue also discussed

challenges faced by local governments, such as

infrastructure, disaster response, water management,

agriculture, and environmental sustainability. ULAP

emphasized the need for capital investments, technical

expertise, and direct partnerships with the World Bank

to address resource constraints and enhance service

delivery. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: BOC caught the P65-M

shabu drugs from Thailand at MICT

(tl) Customs officers at the Manila International

Container Port (MICT) have discovered PHP56.4 million

worth of shabu in appliances inside a balikbayan box

from Thailand. The contraband was found in plastic

pouches hidden inside two electric fans and five water

heaters. The shipment was initially declared to contain

household items, shoes, and motor parts. A physical

examination revealed 8.294 kg of shabu in the

shipment. The contents were confirmed to be shabu

by the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA).

The consignees, senders, and recipients of the

balikbayan boxes will face charges in violation of

Section 118 and Section 1400 of the Customs
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Modernization and Tariff Act and Republic Act No.

9165. [Manila Bulletin] [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Philippine Police force

destroyed P-962 M marijuana plants

during a nine-day crackdown

(tl)Philippine National Police (PNP) have destroyed

nearly PHP862 million worth of marijuana plants in a

nine-day crackdown in Kalinga province. The operation

involved operatives from the PNP Drug Enforcement

Agency, Philippine Air Force, Philippine Coast Guard,

and National Intelligence Coordinating Agency. The

destruction of the plantation and 3,349,500 fully grown

plants and 1,575 kg. of dried marijuana leaves served

as a deterrent to potential cultivators and sent a

message that illicit activities would not be tolerated.

PNP spokesperson said anti-illegal drug operations 

from January 1 through May 5, this year, 17,099

resulted in the seizure of illicit substances valued at an

estimated PHP12.2 billion on the black market.  A total

of  20,920 people were arrested during these

operations. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Supreme Court grants

writ of amparo to ex-lawmaker in red-

tagging case

(tl) In the Philippines, the Supreme Court has approved

the petition by an ex-lawmaker from a leftwing party-

list for a writ of amparo, emphasizing that "red-

tagging" - i.e. the labeling of individuals or groups as

enemies of the state without sufficient evidence -

poses a significant threat to an individual's

fundamental rights to life, liberty, and security. [GAM

Integrated News] [Philippine News Agency] [The

Philippine Star]

The petition stemmed from the ex-lawmakers alleged

identification as part of the Communist Party of the

Philippines-New People’s Army (CPP-NPA) hierarchy

during a military presentation and the subsequent

posting of posters portraying him as a criminal and

terrorist in various locations across Iloilo City. The writ

of amparo serves as a legal recourse for individuals

whose rights are infringed upon or threatened by the

actions or omissions of public officials, employees,

private individuals, or entities.

Speaking against the backdrop the Supreme Court’s

decision, the National Security Council (NSC) dismissed
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calls for abolishing the National Task Force to End

Local Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), a

government initiative aimed at addressing the

longstanding issue of insurgency led by the CPP-NPA.

The NSC emphasized the ruling didn't implicate NTF-

ELCAC in red-tagging.

The Philippines: Majority of Filipinos want

military actions rather than diplomacy

approaches in WPS

(tl)A survey by OCTA research  showed that a majority

of adult Filipinos prefer President Marcos Jr. to assert

the Philippines' territorial rights in the West Philippine

Sea through military action. Tugon ng Masa (TNM)

survey was conducted from March 11 to 14, stating

that approximately 73 percent of the respondents said

the current administration should prioritize using

military action to handle issues at the WPS, which

includes increasing naval patrols and troop presence in

the disputed areas while diplomatic approaches come

up as second. [The Manila Times]

Metro Manila had the highest (85 percent) who prefer

addressing to the conflict in the WPS through military

action, followed by Mindanao with 72 percent, Balance

Luzon with 71 percent, and the Visayas with 70 

percent. The survey also found that diplomacy and

peaceful methods are preferred by 72 percent of

respondents. Other measures include joint maritime

patrols and expanding diplomatic efforts. The survey

had 1,200 respondents with a margin of error of plus

or minus 3 percent. [Philippine News Agency]

Meanwhile, Lawmakers in the House of

Representatives emphasize the importance of

diplomatic solutions in responding to China's

aggression in the West Philippine Sea.  Rep. Jude Acidre

said the OCTA survey result showing that 72 percent of

Filipinos prefer diplomacy in addressing the WPS issue,

showing public support for President Marcos effort.

Philippine Rep. Ernesto Dionisio Jr. said multilateral

talks with countries like the Philippines are essential

for defending their sovereignty against foreign

intrusion. Isabela Rep. Faustino Dy assured Congress

that Congress would consider increasing funding for

improved surveillance and other capabilities for the

Philippine Coast Guard and other relevant agencies.

[Philippines News Agency]
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The Philippines: Police rewards around

USD 32,000 to informants for arrest of 11

most wanted felons

(tl) The Philippine National Police (PNP) awarded a total

of roughly USD 32,640.00 to informants who assisted

in the arrest of 11 of the country's most wanted

criminals. The informants provided crucial information

leading to the capture of fugitives involved in serious

crimes such as murder, rape, robbery, and carnapping.

PNP Chief Gen. Rommel Marbil emphasized that

rewarding informants is part of their efforts to

encourage community involvement in combatting

criminal activities. [inquirer.net] [Philippine News

Agency]

The Philippines: Overseas Filipinos

workers return to PH with government

aid

(tl)Through the voluntary repatriation program of the

Philippine government, 60 overseas Filipino workers

(OFWs) from Israel have returned to the country. The

program brings the total number of 879 OFWs from

Israel, Lebanon, the West Bank, and Gaza who have

returned to the country since the government

organized repatriation flights amid hostilities between

Israel and Hamas. The OFWs were greeted by

Department of Migrant Workers Secretary Hans Leo

Cacdac, who also announced that the 60 OFWs had

received immediate assistance. This assistance

included physical and medical examinations on-site

from the Department of Health, financial support

worth PHP100,000 from the DMW and Overseas

Workers Welfare Administration, livelihood aid worth

PHP20,000 from the Department of Social Welfare and

Development, and vouchers for skills training.

[Philippine News Agency]

There were around 30,000 OFWs in Israel during the

war break out in October, according to the Philippine

government, meaning that a small percentage chose to

return home. Philippine government repatriated  666

Filipinos repatriates from the Israel, along with an

additional 213 from Lebanon and Gaza  and West Bank

until now.  Thus, only a few have returned to the Israel

while the majority of the 29,000 Filipinos have decided

to stay in the Israel despite conflict with Hamas.

[Rappler]
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The Philippines: Marcos dismissed the

reports of ouster move against him by

PNP active officers

(tl)President Marcos has denied reports of a

destabilization plot involving active police officials

against his presidency. He dismissed the supposed

ouster move against him, claiming that Philippine

National Police (PNP) active personnel are not engaged

in politicking but did not rule out the possibility that

retired officials could be hatching a destabilization plot.

He called on the police and military to stay committed

to their sworn duty and set aside politics. Marcos

expressed continued trust and confidence in the PNP

and the Armed Forces of the Philippines, stressing that

he does not need to conduct a loyalty check among

their ranks. Former senator Antonio Trillanes IV

claimed that high-ranking police officials were

recruiting personnel to join the ouster plot. According

to PNP, their intelligence teams would not let any form

of plot, no matter how small, to escape their validation

efforts. [The Manila Times] [The Philippine Star]

[Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: President Marcos gain

support from Mindanao leaders

(tl) Officials from Mindanao have praised President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s "Bagong Pilipinas" initiative,

praising it as the best Philippines for the Filipino

people. President Marcos personally distributed

PHP110 million in cash assistance to the local

governments of General Santos, South Cotabato, and

Sarangani Province for the El Niño-hit Filipinos in

Mindanao. The presidential assistance, along with the

provision of various government services,

demonstrates the Marcos presidency's commitment to

uplift the lives of the Filipino people under "Bagong

Pilipinas."

Sultan Kudarat Governor Datu Pax Ali Mangudadatu

said his province would give its "100 percent" support

to the administration's thrust to build a strong and

united Philippines. General Santos City Mayor Lorelie

Geronimo-Pacquiao praised the President's efforts to

address the challenges faced by farmers and fisherfolk

affected by the El Niño phenomenon, highlighting his

commitment to unity and ensuring no one is left

behind.

General Santos City Rep. Loreto Acharon said his

constituents would give their "101 percent" support to

the programs and projects of the government under
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"Bagong Pilipinas." The President handed over PHP10

million in presidential assistance to Geronimo-

Pacquiao and PHP50 million each to South Cotabato

Governor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. and Sarangani Province

Governor Rogelio Pacquiao.

Presidential assistance provided included irrigation

projects, rice mill facilities, farming tools, and fertilizers

for farmers and fisherfolk from the Department of

Agriculture (DA). The Department of Social Welfare and

Development (DSWD) also provided PHP10,000

financial assistance each to 10,000 beneficiaries and

their families through the Assistance to Individuals in

Crisis Situations (AICS) Program. At least 38

beneficiaries received payouts from the

Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers (TUPAD) Program of

the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE).

President Marcos vowed to reduce the impact of the El

Niño phenomenon (climate phenomenon) that

currently affects more than 3 million Filipinos. He

urged Filipinos to be with him as they pursue a

"Bagong Pilipinas" they deserve. [Philippine News

Agency]

The Philippines: President Marcos order to

form a special human right committee

(tl)President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has established a

special committee to enhance human rights protection

in the Philippines. The Presidential Human Rights

Committee Secretariat will act as the special

committee's secretariat of the special body and will be

chaired by the Executive Secretary and co-chaired by

the Department of Justice (DOJ) Secretary with the

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the

Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG)

as a member. The committee's mandate includes

investigating potential violations of human rights by

law enforcement agencies, gathering data on such

violations, expanding civic space and engaging the

private sector, implementing, reporting, and following

up on national mechanisms, and taking a human

rights-based approach to drug control. [Philippine

News Agency] [inquire.net]

The Philippines: PCO joined with social

media giant for digital defense

(tl)The Presidential Communications Office in the

Philippines has partnered with social media companies
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to combat misinformation and disinformation. During

the UniComm 2024 conference, officials emphasized

the importance of digital defense and shared insights

on securing social media accounts. Google, Meta, and

TikTok representatives discussed measures to prevent

the spread of harmful content and promote critical

thinking among users. PCO Undersecretary Emerald

Ridao stressed the need to combat dis information and

misinformation about government initiatives and

people spreading through the "digital sphere."The

conference addressed challenges such as account

hacking and fake news propagation. [Philippine News

Agency]

The Philippines: Supreme Court is drafting

new rules for Persons Deprived of Liberty

who cannot pay USD 175

(tl)The Supreme Court is set to craft new rules for the

conditional release of Persons Deprived of Liberty

(PDLs) who cannot afford the lowered bail requirement

of USD 175 (P10,000). The court will require judges to

consider factors such as lack of resources, first-time

offense, age, and pregnancy. If these factors are

present, PDLs can be set free under other safeguards.

The new rules follow a Department of Justice circular

that already lowered bail to USD 175 to decongest jails

in the country. [abs-cbn news]

The Philippines: Former House Speaker

Pantaleon Alvarez will be investigated at

House ethic committee over making

seditious statements

(tl) Davao representative former house speaker

Pantaleon Alvarez is facing allegations of making

libelous remarks, "habitual absences" as congressman,

and making seditious statements.

The investigation was triggered by his call urging

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the

Philippine National Police (PNP) to withdraw support

for the Marcos presidency. Alvarez will face the ethics

committee on May 16 following a complaint filed by

Tagum City Mayor Rey Uy.

If found guilty, he may face sanctions such as

suspension or expulsion from the lower house.

Alvarez, a close ally of the former president Duterte,

later apologized and said he merely got carried away
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by his emotions as he felt strongly about how the

Marcos administration handles the situation in the

South China Sea. [Rappler]

The Philippines: Senator Padilla calls for

better public port access for Philippine

Navy vessels

(tl) Philippines’ Senator Robinhood Padilla has urged

the private sector to improve port access for Philippine

Navy vessels, as part of a broader approach to national

security. He expressed concern over the significant

delays Navy vessels face in entering ports, which

hinder maintenance, refueling, and reprovisioning.

Padilla also suggested that military access to ports

should be included in contracts and future concession

agreements. He also called for more convergence

projects between the Philippine Ports Authority and

the Navy, similar to the TIKAS program with the

Department of Public Works and Highways. [Philippine

News Agency]

Singapore: Government looks to tighten

corporate disclosures of directors’

personal data

(lb) Singapore’s Parliament on May 7 introduced a bill

that aims to limit the public disclosure of company

directors' residential addresses on the business

registry in Singapore. Currently, the registry

administered by Accounting and Corporate Regulatory

Authority includes directors' personal details, including

residential addresses, which can be accessed for a fee.

[The National Law Review]

Singapore: Singapore Democratic Party

launches election campaign; focus on

immigration, foreign workers

(lb) The Singapore Democratic Party (SDP), a social

liberal political party with currently no seats in

Parliament, launched its campaign for the next general

election, focusing on immigration and foreign workers.

The party intends to contest Sembawang GRC and

possibly introduce new candidates. [The Straits Times]

With incumbent Deputy Prime Minister and Finance

Minister Lawrence Wong poised to assume leadership
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from Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong on May 15,

speculation mounts regarding an early election,

potentially coinciding with cash handouts from the

budget 2024 and preceding major elections in the

United States and the United Kingdom in November.

The SDP has been visibly preparing for the upcoming

election since the conclusion of the previous polls in

2020, marking milestones such as the inauguration of

its new headquarters in Bukit Batok and the election of

a new Central Executive Committee in February.

[Gutzy]

Singapore: Women make strides in

workplace equality, report shows

(lb) The Progress on Singapore Women's Development

2024 report indicates strides in gender equality in the

workplace in recent years. The employment rate for

Singaporean females aged 25 to 64 rose from 69.2

percent to 76.6 percent between 2013 and 2023,

narrowing the gender employment rate gap to 12.4

percentage points. Additionally, female representation

in business leadership has tripled, with women on

boards of the top 100 companies listed in the

Singapore Exchange increasing from 7.5 percent in

2013 to 22.7 percent by last June. Healthcare services

for women have also improved, with a notable

increase in HPV vaccine uptake among females aged

15 years. Furthermore, amendments to the Women's

Charter in the previous year aim to bolster the

government's intervention in cases of family violence.

[Social News]

Singapore: F-16 training suspended after

plane crash

(lb) Singapore's defense ministry has temporarily

halted training for its F-16 aircraft fleet following a

crash during routine training. The suspension, enacted

as a safety measure, will persist until investigations

confirm it's safe to resume training. [Nikkei Asia]

Singapore has operated F-16s for nearly three

decades, with the last crash in May 2004. But the city-

state prepares to retire the F-16s by the mid-2030s,

and thus, steps are being taken to strengthen the

future RSAF fighter fleet, including the recent order for

eight F-35A fighter jets in addition to the previously

announced order of 12 F-35Bs. [CNA]
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Thailand: Election Commission sets date

for Senate race applications

(bk/lm) Thailand's Election Commission (EC) has

announced the application period for candidates

running in the upcoming Senate elections, scheduled

from May 20 to 24. Subsequently, intra- and cross-

professional group elections will take place from June 9

to 26. This announcement follows a royal decree

issued on May 11, coinciding with the expiry of the

current batch of senators' term. [Bangkok Post]

The new Senate will consist of 200 members from 20

professions, not directly elected by the public. With

over 210,000 individuals expressing interest in running

for Senate positions, the EC anticipates at least 100,000

candidates.

In the so-called intra-group election, candidates cast

votes among themselves within the same group. Those

ranked top 5 proceed to the second round where they

vote for candidates from other randomized groups.

This process repeats at the district (Amphoe),

provincial (Changwat), and national level, with the

winners of each level advancing to the next step. At the

national level, 10 candidates who receive the most

votes from each group will join the new Senate [see AiR

No. 18, April/2024, 5, AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1].

[International IDEA]

In light of the complexity of the voting system,

concerns have been raised by academics, civil society,

and the main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)

regarding potential manipulation and result delays.

Associate Professor Prinya Thaewanarumitkul from

Thammasat University's Faculty of Law highlighted

concerns about transparency and urged the EC to

make voting recordings public and allow media

observers. Pro-democracy organization iLaw expressed

worries that the EC's restrictions on candidate

introductions could facilitate vote manipulation. Parit

Wacharasindhu, chairman of the House of

Representatives Committee on Political Development,

echoed the demand for transparency, urging the EC to

promptly share candidate profiles on all information-

sharing platforms as promised during previous

meetings. [The Nation] [X (formerly, Twitter)]

Thailand: OCPB, FDA asked to weigh in on

Yingluck rice dispute
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(lm) In Thailand, the Office of the Consumer Protection

Board (OCPB) and the Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) have been called upon to assess the quality of

decade-old rice, which the Commerce Ministry intends

to sell amid concerns over aflatoxin and chemical

contamination. [Bangkok Post 1]

This request comes in the wake of Commerce Minister

Phumtham Wechayachai's recent inspection of two

rice warehouses in Surin province to evaluate the rice's

safety and quality. Originating from the rice-pledging

scheme initiated during former Prime Minister Yingluck

Shinawatra's tenure, the rice was intended to support

farmers by purchasing their crops above global market

rates. However, the scheme faced setbacks due to

stable global prices and increased output from other

countries.

Despite three rounds of unsuccessful bidding and the

cancellation of a fourth round scheduled in January,

the Commerce Ministry now plans to auction off this

rice, with hopes of generating between THB 200-400

million (approximately USD 5.4 million to USD 10.8

million) [see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1]. Despite this,

Phumtham insisted on May 13 that the government

wants to sell the last stocks of rice so the money

gained can be returned to state coffers. [Bangkok Post

2]

Prime Minister Srettha, meanwhile, declared that the

10-year-old rice kept in warehouses in Surin province

tastes “delicious”, adding that the government will

send samples of the decade-old rice for lab tests to

ensure its safety. [Bangkok Post 3]

Meanwhile, reports suggesting the Thai military's

interest in purchasing the rice were refuted by Defense

Minister Sutin Klungsang, who emphasized the

provision of only high-quality food for soldiers.

[Bangkok Post 4] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Cabinet resignations continue

post-cabinet reshuffle

(bk/lm) Thai Deputy Finance Minister Krisada

Chinavicharana has resigned unexpectedly, reportedly

due to dissatisfaction with what he saw as a reduction

in his responsibilities under newly appointed Finance

Minister Pichai Chunhavarjira. Krisada, appointed last

year under the quota assigned to his United Thai

Nation (UTN) party in the coalition government led by

the Pheu Thai Party, previously served as a permanent

secretary for the ministry and was tasked with
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overseeing the Public Debt Management Office.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Interestingly, Krisada's resignation is not an isolated

incident following the recent cabinet reshuffle. Foreign

Affairs Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara also

stepped down, citing discontent over losing his dual

role as deputy prime minister [see AiR No. 18,

April/2024, 5]. Additionally, on May 7, Vice Minister for

Foreign Affairs Sihasak Phuangkhetkeow announced

his resignation, citing it as a customary practice

following the Minister's departure. Sihasak's final

assignment involved leading the Thai delegation at the

OECD ministerial meeting in Paris, and during his

tenure at the ministry, he played a significant role in

the task force for humanitarian assistance for

displaced people from Myanmar. [Thai PBS World]

Meanwhile, Cholnan Srikaew, who was removed from

the Public Health Minister's seat during the reshuffle,

affirmed his good spirits and denied any internal

conflicts, emphasizing his continued role as an MP for

Nan province. The Rural Doctors Society suggested

bureaucratic resistance to his reforms within the

ministry might have played a role in his removal. [The

Nation]

Thailand: Cannabis to be relisted as a

narcotic by year-end, prime minister

reiterates

(lm) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin reaffirmed his

commitment on May 8 to reclassify cannabis as a

narcotic by the end of 2024, underlining a tougher

stance on illicit drugs. Taking to social media, he

emphasized that combatting the drug issue is a top

national priority, urging all agencies to collaborate

effectively to tackle it and demanding visible progress

within 90 days. [Bangkok Post 1]

In 2022, Thailand made headlines by decriminalizing

marijuana, primarily to promote its medicinal use.

However, the absence of comprehensive legislation led

to a surge in recreational consumption. Previous

attempts by the government to pass a cannabis bill

failed, but a new draft bill from the Ministry of Public

Health, championed by former minister Cholnan

Srikaew, aimed to clarify approved medicinal

applications and prohibited consumption methods.

Cholnan's dismissal in a recent cabinet reshuffle

stalled the bill's progress, leaving its fate uncertain.

The new health minister, Somsak Thepsuthin,

announced a consultative approach to determine the
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future of cannabis, promising swift decision-making.

Despite a burgeoning domestic retail market for

marijuana, with thousands of businesses emerging in

recent years, plans to reclassify cannabis as a narcotic

persist. A study projected the industry's value to reach

up to USD 2 billion by 2025. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thus, the government is facing increasing pressure

from pro-cannabis groups which are threatening to

rally at the public health ministry from May 16 until the

ministry can can prove that cannabis deserves to be

reclassified as a narcotic drug. Conversely, however,

groups of farmers licensed to cultivate cannabis prior

to its decriminalization in 2022 support the

government's pledge to reclassify cannabis as a

narcotic drug. They argue that the legalization of

cannabis cultivation has resulted in a significant drop

in prices due to an oversupply of the product, which

was previously tightly regulated. [Bangkok Post 3]

Prime Minister Srettha, meanwhile, also voiced

disagreement with a controversial health ministry

regulation on methamphetamine possession, known

as the "five-pill rule," introduced by Cholnan. This rule,

signed on February 9, aimed to differentiate between

users and dealers more clearly. However, the rule

triggered widespread concerns over rising drug use.

Consequently, a meeting scheduled for May 16 will

deliberate on potentially revising the maximum

number of amphetamine pills permissible for

individual possession before constituting a criminal

offense. Following this discussion, the proposed limit

will undergo a 15-day period of public feedback before

being presented to the cabinet for approval. [Bangkok

Post 4]

Thailand: Former DSI chief Tarit’s assets

seized in corruption case

(lm) In Thailand, the Criminal Court for Corruption and

Misconduct Cases has directed the confiscation of

assets totaling approximately USD 1.2 million from

former Department of Special Investigation (DSI) chief

Tarit Pengdit. This marks the second instance of action

against Tarit's wealth, who has been in detention since

last year, facing charges of misconduct related to his

handling of murder charges against former prime

minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and former deputy prime

minister Suthep Thaugsuban stemming from political

unrest in 2010. [Bangkok Post]

Previously, in 2017, authorities seized assets totaling at

least USD 9.2 million belonging to Tarit, his wife
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Wassamon, his nephew Piyaruek Atthakarnrat, a

company owned by Piyaruek, Wassamon's sister Kanda

Phuedchanthuek, and Sonchai Srithongkul.

The latest development arose following an

investigation by the National Anti-Corruption

Commission (NACC) into Tarit's suspicious wealth. The

probe revealed assets totaling approximately USD 1.4

million, the sources of which Tarit could not account

for. It also implicated others, including Wassamon, who

held assets under the name Wanthana Pipatchaiyasiri.

Consequently, the court ordered the seizure of

approximately USD 1.2 million in assets, comprising

four properties and three vehicles owned by Tarit.

Tarit's dismissal from the civil service in 2017 was due

to his significant wealth accumulation during his

tenure at the DSI, further underscoring the gravity of

the situation.

Thailand: Anti-corruption body fined for

not disclosing investigation details in

Prawit case

(lm) In Thailand, the Central Administrative Court has

levied fines of THB 5,000 each against the National

Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and its offices for

failing to disclose all details of its investigation into

former deputy prime minister Prawit Wongsuwon's

collection of high-end wristwatches. The court's order

mandates payment within 30 days, with the possibility

of asset seizure to cover the fine if not promptly

settled. [Bangkok Post 1]

The investigation into Prawit's luxury wristwatches

began following a widely publicized incident in 2017

when he was photographed wearing one of the

timepieces, along with a diamond ring, at a

Government House event. Despite allegations that

Prawit had not truthfully declared his assets by

omitting 22 high-value watches and rings totaling an

estimated USD 1.5 million, the NACC voted 5:3 in 2018

to dismiss the accusations.

However, the Central Administrative Court ordered the

NACC to abide by a request made by the Anti-

Corruption People's Network to disclose a report on fact-

finding and evidence gathering, the opinions of all

NACC officials in charge of the case, and the opinions

of the NACC secretary-general that were included in

the minutes of NACC meetings. While the Supreme

Administrative Court supported an appeal by the Anti-

Corruption People's Network, the NACC appealed this

decision, citing concerns about witness safety [see AiR

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jjl/


No. 33, August/2023, 3]. Prawit maintains that he

borrowed the expensive watches from a now-deceased

friend.

In light of recent events, the head of the Anti-Corruption

People's Network issued a stern warning on May 11,

threatening to escalate legal action against the NACC.

This action stems from the NACC's perceived failure to

promptly comply with the Administrative Court's

directive, issued on May 2, to disclose details of its

investigation into Prawit’s high-end wristwatches.

Granting the NACC a final ultimatum of 15 days to

adhere to the court order, the network's leader hinted

at the possibility of seeking further legal measures if

compliance is not met. This could potentially include

the issuance of arrest warrants against NACC officials

until full compliance with the May 2 ruling is achieved.

Additionally, in response to continued disregard for

the court order, the network leader stated intentions

to petition the Constitutional Court to investigate the

NACC for dereliction of duty. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Police urge more checks on elite

visa applicants to prevent abuses of long-

stay permits

(lm) In response to concerns about abuses of long-stay

permits, Thailand's Central Investigation Bureau (CIB)

is intensifying scrutiny on foreign nationals involved in

suspicious business activities within the country. The

issue gained attention following the discovery that a

Chinese suspect exploited a Thailand Privilege Card

visa to reside in Thailand and launder substantial sums

of money for call center scam operations. [Bangkok

Post]

The Thailand Elite card, issued by the Thailand Privilege

Card Company Limited under the supervision of the

Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), allows entry to

individuals deemed valid and not blacklisted by

immigration officers. However, recognizing the need

for more stringent measures to prevent such abuses,

the CIB emphasizes the importance of effective steps,

including enhanced information sharing among

relevant parties. Additionally, the bureau suggests

implementing background checks on financial sources

as a prerequisite for eligibility for the privilege card.

Thailand: Local politician at large in major

call scam case
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(lm) In Thailand, authorities launched a search on May

13 across various sites in Nakhon Si Thammarat,

targeting the relatives of a female deputy mayor

allegedly linked to a significant Chinese call scam

operation. The scam targeted victims from Thailand,

China, Russia, and Japan. The charges encompass

public fraud, computer crime, illegal assembly, and

participation in a transnational criminal network. The

operation involved approximately 90 suspects. Earlier

raids resulted in the confiscation of 192 computers,

854 mobile phones and SIM cards, 22 routers, and 342

mule bank accounts. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Employees, employers oppose

wage rise ahead of tripartite committee

meeting

(lm) In Thailand, representatives from both employees

and employers met separately with Labor Minister

Pipat Ratchakitprakarn on May 13, each presenting

contrasting views on the proposed increase in the

minimum wage. This discussion occurred just a day

before the tripartite committee, comprising

government, employer, and employee representatives,

convened on May 14 to deliberate on raising the daily

minimum wage to THB 400 nationwide starting

October. [Bangkok Post]

Initially piloted in 10 provinces since April 13, the

proposition to set the daily wage at THB 400 was a

campaign pledge made by the ruling Pheu Thai Party

during the 2023 general elections. However, the

current official minimum wage rates, in effect since

January 1, vary between THB 330 and THB 370 across

provinces, reflecting a mere 2.4 percent average

increase from the previous rates, as approved by the

committee late last year.

In light of these developments, labor representatives

conveyed their support for the government's decision

to elevate the daily minimum wage to THB 400

nationwide starting October. They argued that the

escalating cost of living warranted a universal wage

hike. However, Minister Pipat cautioned that the THB

400 minimum wage might not be universally

implemented as anticipated, but assured his

commitment to advocate for it. Additionally, he

disclosed the government's intention to further raise

the daily minimum wage to THB 600 by 2027.

On a separate front, representatives from the

Federation of Thai Industries, the Board of Trade of

Thailand, and small- and medium-sized enterprises

convened with Minister Pipat to express opposition to
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the nationwide wage hike slated for October. Vice

President of the Federation of Thai Industries, Suchart

Chantaranakaracha, voiced concerns about employers'

ability to sustain the THB 400 nationwide rate, citing

the country's weak export performance. He

emphasized the potential adverse effects of a

nationwide wage increase on businesses, underscoring

the ineffectiveness of tax incentives in offsetting losses

incurred.

Thailand: Economists rally support for

central bank’s independence

(bk) A group of Thai economists has launched a

signature campaign in support of the Bank of Thailand

(BoT) and its governor, Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput,

amid ongoing disputes with the government. Led by

Nipon Poapongsakorn, chairman of the Thai

Economics Association, the campaign aims to address

conflicts between the central bank and the political

administration. [Thai PBS World]

Tensions between the government and the central

bank have escalated, with Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin pressuring for interest rate cuts to stimulate

the economy, while Governor Sethaput advocates for

structural support over monetary measures, citing a

gradual economic recovery [see AiR No. 10,

March/2024, 1]. The recent pressure on the BoT's

independence, notably from Pheu Thai party leader

Paetongtarn Shinawatra [see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1],

has raised concerns about political interference in

monetary policies.

Thailand: Amendment to Child Protection

Act to be submitted to Cabinet for

approval within this month

(lm) An amendment to Thailand's Child Protection Act

is set to undergo Cabinet approval within this month,

with the aim of prompt implementation, as announced

by Social Development and Human Security Minister

Varawut Silpa-archa. The proposed revisions

emphasize increased involvement of families and local

communities in fostering safe environments for youth,

prioritizing accident prevention and the introduction of

preventive tools and measures. Notably, family and

community members failing to cooperate may face

consequences under the revised act. [Bangkok Post]
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In parallel efforts, the National Child Protection

Committee convened on May 10 to endorse the

National Plan of Action for Child Protection2023-2027.

This plan aligns with the United Nations' Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Thai government's

"5×5" policy, aimed at addressing population crises

effectively.

Thailand: New push to let bankrupt

people keep jobs in government

(lm) In Thailand, the Strategic Transformation Office

(STO) has proposed amendments to the bankruptcy

law, aiming to enable individuals declared bankrupt to

maintain important positions within the government

sector. These proposed changes, open to public

feedback until May 23, seek to alter perceptions

surrounding bankruptcy and those affected by it.

[Bangkok Post]

Among the proposals is the distinction between

"bankrupt" and "dishonest bankrupt" individuals within

the law, with the aim of creating employment

opportunities for the former. A "bankrupt" individual is

defined as one declared insolvent by a court, while a

"dishonest bankrupt" is identified as someone

convicted of specific bankruptcy-related offenses or

financial crimes.

Under the proposed amendments, "bankrupt"

individuals in government roles may retain their

positions if their bankruptcy does not impede job

performance or tarnish their reputation. However,

exemptions apply to roles involving asset disclosure or

financial management responsibilities.

Thailand: Activist Panupong gets three

years for royal defamation

(lm) Political activist Panupong Jadnok has been

sentenced to three years in prison in Thailand for

violating the royal defamation law and the Computer

Crimes Act. A warrant has been issued for his arrest

after he failed to appear in court for sentencing. The

charges stem from a message he posted on Facebook

in November 2023, deemed offensive to the monarchy

and His Majesty the King, thus breaching the computer

law. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Stand-up comedian and TV

personality charged with royal

defamation

(bk) In Thailand, two public figures have been accused

with royal defamation.

Renowned stand-up comedian Udom Taepanich

recently sparked controversy with a joke in his latest

Netflix special. Critiquing celebrities who fabricate a

self-sufficient lifestyle for appearances, Udom candidly

acknowledges his own discomfort with rural living,

preferring modern conveniences. However, critics

perceive his remarks as thinly veiled criticism of the

late King Rama IX's self-sufficiency philosophy, leading

to accusations of royal defamation. Former Palang

Pracharath MP Pareena Kraikupt filed a formal

complaint against Udom, alleging disrespect towards

the monarchy. Additionally, ex-Palang Pracharath Party

member Sonthiya Sawatdee raised concerns over

potential references to the late King's economic

principles in Udom's remarks, prompting a police

investigation. [Thai PBS] [Prachatai English 1]

In a separate incident, TV personality and singer

Suthipongse Thatphithakkul faces charges of royal

defamation and violating the Computer Crimes Act for

a social media post criticizing the government's COVID-

19 vaccine policy in 2020. Apiwat Kantong, then a

lawyer in the Office of the Prime Minister under Gen

Prayut Chan-o-cha, lodged the complaint against

Suthipongse in May 2021, asserting that the post,

despite being copied from another source, constitutes

an offense under the royal defamation law. [Prachatai

English 2]

Thailand: Young pro-democracy activist

died during detention

(bk) On May 14, Netiporn Sanesangkhom, a pro-

democracy activist in Thailand, passed away in custody

after suffering a cardiac arrest during a hunger strike

[See AiR No. 6, February/2024, 1] aimed at advocating

for judicial reform and the release of political

dissidents. [BBC] [Prachatai English]

She had been detained multiple times, facing charges

including royal defamation. Despite facing health

issues since the beginning of her hunger strike,

Netiporn persisted in her demands. She had refused

medical treatment and expressed her wish to donate

her body to Thammasat University's Faculty of

Medicine. Netiporn's death adds to the concerns about

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jtr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jtt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-jti/


the treatment of detainees charged under the royal

defamation law in Thailand, with similarities drawn to a

previous case in 2012.

Following the death of Netiporn, Justice Minister Tawee

Sodsong expressed condolences for her passing and

assured a thorough investigation by a joint committee

to ensure transparency, promising completion within

seven days. He also announced his intention to visit

another young political activist Tantawan Tuatulanon,

who has been on a hunger strike since late January

[See AiR No. 9, February/2024, 4] to personally assess

Tantawan's condition. [Thai PBS World]

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights Office of the High

Commissioner and the US and UK Ambassadors to

Thailand shared their sorrow upon the news. [X

(formerly, Twitter) 1] [X 2] [X 3] A group of fellow

monarchy-reformists held a candlelit vigil in front of

the Criminal Court to mourn Netiporn's death. [X 4]

Thailand Complaint against ‘reincarnated

son’ of Lord Buddha

(lm) In Thailand, legal action has been taken against an

eight-year-old boy amid claims that he is the

reincarnation of the son of Lord Buddha, possessing

purported magical abilities to "connect people's

minds". On May 13, a complaint was lodged with the

Central Investigation Bureau against the boy and eight

others involved in managing his "mind connection"

office and website. The complaint alleges violations of

the Computer Crime Act, Donation Soliciting Act, and

Child Welfare Protection Act. Additionally, the

complainants call for reforming the law governing the

Sangha Council, the governing body of Thailand's

Buddhist order, to address those who distort the

teachings of Lord Buddha. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former deputy prime minister

Wissanu appointed Bangkok Post

chairman

(lm) Wissanu Krea-ngam, a former Thai deputy prime

minister under the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration,

has taken on the role of chairman of the board of

directors at Bangkok Post Plc., succeeding Suthikiati

Chirathivat. Suthikiati, whose family holds a significant

position in one of Thailand's largest retail

conglomerates, will continue to serve as a board

member. [Bangkok Post]
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Before this appointment, Wissanu served as an

independent member of the Bangkok Post board from

2010 until his resignation in August 2014, prior to

assuming the role of deputy prime minister in the

Prayut Chan-o-cha administration. Widely recognized

as one of the country’s foremost legal scholars,

Wissanu has had a distinguished career spanning 12

governments and collaboration with eight prime

ministers, where he has been a prominent figure as a

government legal expert.

Thailand: Bomb explodes in Narathiwat

province; no injuries reported

(lm) A roadside bomb exploded in the Bacho district in

Thailand’s southernmost Narathiwat province in the

morning of May 13. No injuries were reported.

[Bangkok Post]

Narathiwat is one of four provinces that make up

Thailand's Deep South, along with Pattani, Yala, and

partially Songkhla. These areas have been marked by a

prolonged insurgency and persistent conflict, with a

predominantly Muslim Malay population and a history

of strained relations with the Thai government.

Vietnam: Government accelerates

drafting key energy regulations

(wn) In Vietnam, the government has called for an

expedited process in drafting decrees concerning so-

called Direct Power Purchase Agreement (DPPA), long-

term contracts under which a consumer agrees to

purchase electricity directly from an energy-generating

company. These regulatory frameworks are viewed as

pivotal in advancing renewable energy adoption,

stimulating private investments in power generation,

and fostering transparency and competitiveness in the

power market. Specifically, there's an urgency to

finalize the draft decree on DPPA before May 15,

focusing on detailed regulations for pricing and

transmission fees. Similarly, clarity is sought in the

draft decrees on solar power and LNG-fired power

regarding definitions, pricing principles, and roles in

infrastructure development between the state and

enterprises. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Chinh chairs

third meeting of Red River Delta Region
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council

(wn) While chairing the third meeting of the Red River

Delta Region Coordinating Council, Vietnam's Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh has called on ministries,

localities, and sectors in the region to propose

institutional and policy reforms to foster development

in the area from 2021-2030, with a vision towards

2050. [Vietnam News]

The Red River Delta Region is a prominent economic

and geographical area in northern Vietnam,

encompassing provinces and cities along the Red River

and its distributaries. It is one of the country's key

economic hubs, known for its agricultural productivity,

industrial development, and strategic significance.

The Red River Delta Region Coordinating Council was

established in July last year to enhance the regional

coordination mechanism and foster swift and

sustainable socio-economic progress in the region.

Currently, three out of 36 tasks have been completed,

and plans for nine out of 11 provinces in the area have

been approved.

Vietnam: USD 12 billion investment in EV

infrastructure needed, HSBC report claims

(wn) A recent report by HSBC, one of the world's largest

banking and financial services organizations, Vietnam

will need approximately USD 12.3 billion by 2040 to

develop its electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure, aligning

with a projected 2.5-fold increase in EV sales over the

next decade. While the country is currently a leading

market for electric motorcycles in Southeast Asia, with

sales thriving, it's anticipated to reach saturation by

the late 2030s, prompting a shift towards electric cars.

Annual sales of both electric motorcycles and cars

could surpass 2.5 million by 2036, with projections of

3.5 million electric cars on Vietnamese roads by 2040.

[Vietnam Express]

However, consumer concerns such as pricing, range

anxiety, and charging infrastructure remain significant

barriers to wider EV adoption. In response, Vietnam is

implementing supportive measures, including

incentives like waiving registration fees, reducing

import taxes, and exempting corporate income tax for

EV projects. The Ministry of Transport has also

proposed a subsidy for EV buyers, though it faces

resistance from the Ministry of Finance.

HSBC emphasizes that infrastructure investment is

crucial to overcoming these barriers and supporting
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Vietnam's energy transition, estimating a need for

about 14 terawatt-hours of energy from 2024 to 2040.

Vietnam: Drastic reforms for economic

growth needed, experts say

(wn) In Vietnam, experts assert that significant

institutional reforms are imperative to establish a

robust foundation for economic growth, given the

persisting challenges both internally and externally.

While the country’s economy demonstrated a

promising start with a growth rate of 5.66 percent in

the first quarter of the year, achieving the targeted 7

percent annual GDP growth by 2030 necessitates

sustained efforts, aiming for an average expansion of 8

percent per year over the next six years. [Vietnam Plus]

Accelerating reforms in the business environment is

deemed essential for this endeavor. Public investment

is anticipated to remain a pivotal driver of growth in

the current year. Moreover, experts advocate seizing

opportunities presented by the digital economy,

circular economy, green growth, regional connectivity,

and international integration to foster sustainable

economic growth. These emerging growth drivers

could potentially augment GDP by 0.9-1.4 percentage

points amidst the backdrop of global economic

deceleration.
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Hungary

(jm/ms) After his visit to France (see AiR No. 19,

May/2024, 1), Chinas President Xi Jinping visited Serbia

on May 8 and Hungary on May 9 on his three-nation

European tour, marking his first trip to Europe in five

years.

On May 8, China and Serbia solidified their partnership

by signing an agreement to build a "shared future,"

making Serbia the first European country to do so with

China. President Xi Jinping and Serbian President

Aleksandar Vucic emphasized the deepening of their

comprehensive strategic partnership and envisioning a

new era of cooperation. [The State Council, the PRC 1]

During the visit, Xi praised the longstanding relations

between China and Serbia, while Vucic emphasized

their transition to a joint future. The leaders

highlighted the "ironclad partnership" between their

countries, reinforced by the implementation of a free

trade deal to enter into force on July 1. Additionally, the

two nations plan to enhance connectivity through new

air links and increased imports of Serbian agricultural

products.

The visit holds symbolism, occurring on the

anniversary of the 1999 NATO bombing of the Chinese

Embassy in Belgrade. [Reuters]

The move raises questions about the EU's response as

Serbia – a candidate for membership in the Europa

maintaining close ties to Russia – moves closer to

China, especially amidst Russia's war in Ukraine. The

US envoy for the Western Balkans cautioned against

China's agenda in Europe. China has continuously

claimed neutrality in the Ukraine conflict but has faced

accusations of supporting Russia from western

countries. [US Department of State]

Following his visit to Serbia, Xi Jinping arrived in

Hungary, where he and Hungarian Prime Minister

Viktor Orban announced an upgrade in their bilateral

relationship to an "all-weather" comprehensive

strategic partnership. This designation elevates

Hungary to a status reserved for Beijing's most trusted

allies, reflecting the deep strategic importance China

puts in the Central-European country.

The visit culminated in the signing of 17 agreements

covering a broad spectrum of cooperation areas,

including the Belt and Road Initiative, nuclear energy,

supply chain, finance, trade, green development, and

cultural exchanges. Further expanding China's

substantial investments in Hungary, totaling EUR 16

billion, make it the country's top investor.
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Among these agreements, a significant emphasis was

placed on collaboration in the production of electric

vehicle (EV) batteries, positioning Hungary as a

strategic hub for manufacturing and exporting to the

wider European Union (EU).

Chinese lithium battery producers are eyeing Hungary

as an ideal location for EV battery production due to its

access to lithium mines, favorable political relations

with China, and advantageous geographical position

for shipping products across the EU. Key agreements

include investments by Chinese companies like

Contemporary Amperex Technology and Xinwanda

Electronics in EV battery factories in Hungary, with

multi-billion-dollar projects already underway.

Additionally, a USD 500 million electric vehicle factory,

involving flagship EV maker BYD, is scheduled to open

next year.

In addition to electric vehicle battery production, China

and Hungary signed agreements on infrastructure and

energy projects during President Xi Jinping's visit. One

significant project is the Budapest-Belgrade Railway,

aiming to enhance connectivity between Hungary and

Serbia. The agreement includes constructing a high-

speed rail line, facilitating movement of goods and

people. Additionally, both countries agreed to deepen

cooperation in renewable energy, focusing on solar

and wind projects to diversify Hungary's energy mix

and align with EU decarbonization goals.

However, these agreements raise concerns within the

EU regarding potential implications for the bloc's unity

and competitiveness. Hungary's deepening ties with

China, diverging from the official EU stand of “de-

risking” from China, prompt questions about the

country's alignment with EU policies and its broader

implications for European cohesion. [Al Jazeera]

[Bloomberg] [France 24] [Financial Times] [Politico]

[South China Morning Post]

Xi Jinping's visit to Serbia and Hungary serves as a

strategic move by China to counter the cautious EU

attitude towards its presence in Europe. Through

significant investments in key sectors such as electric

vehicle battery production, infrastructure projects like

the Budapest-Belgrade Railway, and energy initiatives,

China aims to expand its influence in the region. By

forging alliances and deepening economic ties with

countries like Hungary, China challenges EU norms and

attempts to mitigate the EU's wariness towards its

growing presence. This concerted effort demonstrates

China's determination to establish a stronger foothold

in Europe amidst existing geopolitical tensions.
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China’s naval activities in Cambodia raises

international concern

(jm) Recent developments regarding China's naval

activities in Cambodia have stirred international

attention and raised concerns, particularly from the

US. On May 8, Cambodia's Defense Ministry clarified

that the presence of two Chinese warships at the Ream

Naval Base does not signify a permanent deployment

of the Chinese military in the country. Questions arose

after reports indicated the extended stay of the ships

since December. The ministry stated that the ships

were participating in joint military exercises and

training with Cambodian sailors, reiterating that

Cambodia's constitution prohibits the establishment of

foreign military bases on its soil.

Controversy over the Ream Naval Base initially

surfaced in 2019 amid concerns about a reported

agreement allowing China's use of the base. However,

Cambodian officials denied such an agreement,

asserting that visiting ships from all nations are

welcome. [AP News] [Ministry of National Defense,

Cambodia]

Furthermore, on May 9, China announced plans to

dispatch two warships to Cambodia and East Timor for

training exercises from May to mid-June. The

deployment includes China's largest naval training

ship, the Qijiguang, and an amphibious warfare ship,

the Jinggangshan.

The recent expansion of the base, funded by China,

has prompted worries about China establishing a

strategic foothold near the South China Sea. However,

Cambodia's defense ministry reiterated that the

presence of Chinese warships is temporary and part of

ongoing military cooperation efforts between the two

countries.

The ongoing military cooperation between China and

Cambodia underscores China's efforts to strengthen its

ties with Southeast Asian countries, while also drawing

scrutiny from other regional and global stakeholders

wary of China's expanding influence. [Reuters]

[Ministry of National Defense of the PRC]

China and US discuss North Korea and

human rights in Tokyo diplomatic

meeting

(jm) On May 9, US Deputy Assistant Secretary of East

Asian and Pacific Affairs Jung Pak met with Chinese
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Special Representative on Korean Peninsula Affairs Liu

Xiaoming in Tokyo. The meeting took place on the

sidelines of the Northeast Asia Cooperation Dialogue,

hosted by Japan on May 8-10.

Pak expressed concerns about the forcible repatriation

of North Koreans from China, emphasizing the need

for Beijing to uphold its non-refoulement obligations,

which prevent individuals from being returned to a

country where they would face harm. Pak also

highlighted North Korea's provocative rhetoric toward

its neighbors and its deepening military cooperation

with Russia. Additionally, she raised concerns about

Russia's veto of a mandate extension for a UN panel

monitoring North Korea sanctions, hindering efforts to

implement Security Council resolutions. [US

Department of State]

Furthermore, Transitional Justice Working Group, a

South Korea-based human rights group, reported that

up to 600 North Koreans had disappeared after being

forcibly deported by China, potentially facing severe

repercussions in North Korea. Despite China's denial of

North Korean defectors within its borders (see AiR No.

43, October/2023, 4), Pak urged Beijing to address the

issue in accordance with international law.

This diplomatic exchange along with US Secretary of

State Antony Blinken’s visit in April underscore ongoing

efforts to address North Korea-related challenges.

[Reuters]

Japan, US and EU to combat illicit trade

(sh) On May 11, Japan, the United States, and the

European Union are reportedly joining forces to

combat the illicit trade in counterfeit products,

collaborating with online marketplace operators like

Amazon.com Inc. and Rakuten Group Inc., sources

reported.

The initiative, led by the Organization for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD), aims to

develop guidelines by 2025 or later to prevent the

online sale of fake brand goods. The economic impact

of counterfeit products, mainly manufactured and sold

in countries like China, has become significant.

Discussions involving online marketplace operators are

crucial, as it's challenging for the OECD, composed

mainly of high-income economies, to influence online

merchants in emerging countries.

The OECD's task force on countering counterfeit trade,

established in late 2022, has initiated government-level
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discussions to address the issue. By establishing

guidelines, the OECD aims to encourage operators to

enhance measures against counterfeit goods, including

stringent seller identity verification, while also

prompting governments to enact legislation to

eliminate counterfeiting. [Kyodo News]

UN Subcommittee on Prevention of

Torture conducts visit to assess

Mongolia's progress

(fg) From May 5 to 16, the United Nations

Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) is

conducting its second visit to Mongolia to assess the

implementation of recommendations from its first visit

in 2017. Such visits aim to assess the effectiveness of

the national preventive mechanism against torture and

ill-treatment in Mongolia.

In 2015, Mongolia ratified the Optional Protocol to the

Convention against Torture (OPCAT). The SPT conducts

inspections and engages in dialogue with government

representatives, the national body for the prevention

of torture, civil society and UN agencies.

At the end of the visit, the SPT will provide confidential

preliminary findings to the Government of Mongolia

and the national preventive mechanisms. [ohchr 1]

National preventive mechanisms are, as agreed in the

OPCAT, facilities that each State Party must maintain or

establish within one year of ratification, which

independently monitor detention facilities in order to

prevent torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman, or

degrading treatment or punishment. However, they

should also provide cooperative support and staff

training.

During the last visit to Mongolia in September, the SPT

urged Mongolia to establish such an independent

facility. [ohchr 2]

Also agreed in the OPCAT, the SPT will take the right to

inspect the situation and developments and

summarize the results in a report. This report will

remain confidential unless released by the Mongolian

authorities.

China forced repatriation of North Korean

defectors 
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(ac) Human Rights Watch (HRW) has accused the

Chinese government of forcedly repatriating 60 North

Korean defectors in late April, placing the defectors in

great risk of punishments including torture, forced

labor, executions, and sexual violence.

HRW called on China to “provide asylum to North

Koreans in China or give them safe passage to South

Korea or another safe third country,” and to “allow the

UN Refugee Agency to exercise its mandate and

provide access to all detained North Korean refugees.”

North Korea considers departures without permission

a serious crime. A stronger enforcement on

repatriations came shortly after the bilateral meetings

of Kim Jong Un and Zhao Leji, China’s third highest

official, on April 13. [Human Rights Watch]

A senior U.S. official for North Korea voiced concerns

regarding the forced repatriation during the Northeast

Asia Cooperation Dialogue (NEACD) that took place in

Tokyo on May 8-10. She called on Beijing to uphold the

UN principle of non-refoulement under International

Human Rights Law, which China have signed. [Fox

News]

South Korea claims North Korea supplying

Russia with ammunition 

(ac) South Korea’s National Intelligence Services (NIS)

has pledged to launch an investigation into claims

made a recent report by a local media outlet that

North Korea has supplied Russia with artillery shells

and other weaponry that were manufactured in 1970s

and that are believed to be among weapons used by

Russai in its ongoing war against Ukraine.

Furthermore, South Korea’s Defense Minister Shin

Won-sik estimated that North Korea has shipped 6,700

containers to Russia, carrying ballistic missiles and

over 3 million rounds of 152 mm artillery shells or

500,000 rounds of 122 mm artillery shells, believed to

be used by Moscow in the war in Ukraine. [Yonhap

News Agency]

South Korean interagency meeting agrees

on grand aid protects 

(ac) The South Korean foreign ministry has announced

the 2025 grand aid plans have been finalized in line

with the government policy to expand its global

development cooperation policy.
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An interagency meeting was held on May 10 to

evaluate the official development assistance (ODA) to

developing countries or international organizations. 

USD 3.03 billion in candidate projects were agreed

upon for 2025. The development cooperation

committee led by Prime Minister Yoon later this year

will direct the provisions of grants, loans, and technical

assistance. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea, US and China discuss North

Korean nuclear affairs

(ac) On May 10, South Korea’s Director General for

North Korean nuclear affairs Lee Jun-il met with China’s

Special Representative on Korean Peninsula Affairs Liu

Xiaoming, and U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of East

Asian and Pacific Affairs Jung Pak in Tokyo to discuss

security issues on the Korean Peninsula.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of the Northeast

Asia Cooperation Dialogue (NEACD), an annual public-

private security dialogue forum which gathers

government officials and civilian experts of the two

Koreas, the U.S., China, Japan and Russia. Pyongyang

refrained from attending the meeting this year.

The meeting encompassed a broad discussion on the

recent security situation on the Korean Peninsula, the

growing cooperation between North Korea and Russia,

the situation of North Korean defectors, the issue of

North Korean abductees and detainees, and the

potential pathways to address these issues.

The leaders also agreed on the close watch on the

potential further military moves including the launch of

spy satellites or North Korea’s movements in the

Yellow Sea.

The Foreign Ministry of South Korea concluded that

South Korea and the U.S. will continue the security

communication and assert their goal towards the

denuclearization of North Korea. The U.S. statement

said that the meetings with Japanese and South

Korean counterparts strengthen the importance of the

close trilateral cooperation among South Korea, Japan

and the U.S. [The Korea Times] [Daijiworld]

South Korea discusses potential arms

exports with Southeast Asian countries

(fg) Seok Jong-gun, chief of South Korea's Defense

Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA), met with
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Malaysian Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin

on the sidelines of the Defense Service Asia Exhibition

and Conference in Kuala Lumpur. They discussed the

progress of South Korea's export of the FA-50 light

attack aircraft to Malaysia, following an agreement in

May last year to supply 18 FA-50s. They also discussed

further exports of the jet and the potential sale of

South Korea's K239 Chunmoo rocket artillery systems

and Cheongung-II medium-range surface-to-air missile

systems.

In addition, Seok met with defense officials from

Vietnam, the Philippines and Thailand to discuss ways

to strengthen defense and arms-related cooperation.

Philippine officials expressed interest in South Korea's

KF-21 fighter jet under development, the FA-50, and

submarines. Vietnam is interested in acquiring the K-9

self-propelled howitzer from South Korea. South Korea

aims to significantly increase its arms exports,

targeting USD 20 billion in sales this year. [Yonhap]

Spain and Paraguay advocate for Taiwan's

participation in WHA

(fg) Both Spain and Paraguay have strongly supported

the inclusion of Taiwan in this year's World Health

Assembly (WHA), which will take place from May 27 to

June 1, thus advocating for global health inclusivity.

They point out the contradiction as the new WHO's

investment case, which is to be launched this year, is

entitled "All for Health, Health for All"

In her letter to WHO Director-General Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Marta Gonzalez Vazquez, the

fourth Spanish Vice-President of the House of

Representatives, emphasized that the exclusion of

Taiwan from the WHA contradicts the WHO

Constitution, which recognizes health as a

fundamental human right. She emphasized the

importance of professional neutrality within the WHO

and called on it to resist political interference and

advocate for Taiwan's meaningful participation in

global health discussions. [Taiwan News 1]

In a guest post on Taiwan News, Paraguayan

Ambassador Carlos José Fleitas Rodríguez also

underlined that health issues transcend political

boundaries and that ensuring health for all includes

recognizing Taiwan's contributions to global health.  He

called on the WHO to adopt a more inclusive approach

to Taiwan's participation in meetings and mechanisms

to strengthen the shared commitment to addressing

health challenges. [Taiwan News 2]
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Earlier, US. Secretary of State Blinken publicly

expressed US support for Taiwan's participation in the

WHA (see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1).

Taiwan has been excluded from the WHO with

observer status since the change of government in

2016. Every attempt since then to regain this status

has been blocked by China. This was particularly

criticized during the COVID-19 pandemic.

US Assistant State Secretary Donald Lu

visits India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh

(hg/lm) The United States Assistant Secretary for South

and Central Asian Affairs, Donald Lu, is currently on a

three-nation tour through South Asia, with completed

visits to India and Sri Lanka. A visit to Bangladesh - his

first as a senior US State Department official since

Bangladesh's 12th parliamentary election in January –

is ongoing.

India

During his stop-over in India, Lu visited Chennai, the

capital of Tamil Nadu, where he met with consulate

personnel to strengthen bilateral engagement in

southern India.

Sri Lanka

In Sri Lanka, Lu engaged in high-level discussions with

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe. The focus

of these talks was on Sri Lanka's economic recovery

strategies, acknowledging the president's efforts in

implementing economic reforms. US Ambassador Julie

Chung also expressed support for Sri Lanka's

democratic and economic endeavors, emphasizing the

importance of upholding freedom of speech and

advancing reconciliation efforts. [News1st]

Additionally, Lu met with leaders from various political

parties in Sri Lanka, including representatives from the

opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) and the

National Peoples' Power (NPP). [Adaderana]

Bangladesh

Lu arrived in Dhaka on May 14 for discussions with

government officials, civil society leaders, and other

stakeholders to strengthen US-Bangladesh

cooperation. His agenda includes addressing the

climate crisis, enhancing economic ties, trade and

investment, security, climate change, citizens’ rights,

and other priority issues. [Prothom Alo]
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This comes after top US officials including Eileen

Laubacher, special assistant to the President and

Senior Director for South Asia at the US National

Security Council; Michael Schiffer, USAID assistant

administrator for the Bureau for Asia; and Afreen

Akhter, US Department of State deputy assistant

secretary for South and Central Asia, visiting

Bangladesh for a three-day trip in February.

Asian Development Bank report reveals

challenges related to ageing workforce

(lm) Developing Asia and the Pacific faces challenges in

securing the well-being of its rapidly aging population,

including low pension coverage, health problems,

social isolation, and limited access to essential

services. The Asian Development Bank's report, "Aging

Well in Asia" highlights the urgent need for

comprehensive policy reforms to support older

people's welfare. By 2050, the region's population aged

60 and older is expected to nearly double, emphasizing

the need for robust pension and welfare programs and

healthcare services. [AKIpress]

Despite these challenges, there's potential for a "silver

dividend" in increased productivity from older

individuals, which could boost GDP by 0.9% on

average. However, many older people lack access to

pensions, especially women who often do unpaid

domestic work. They often work beyond retirement

age in the informal sector without labor protections or

pension benefits. Physical and mental health

challenges are prevalent, with many older individuals

lacking access to regular health checks and

experiencing depressive symptoms.

The report recommends various policy measures,

including government-assisted health insurance and

pension plans, improved health infrastructure, and

extending basic labor protections to older informal

workers. Flexible retirement ages, support for healthy

aging, suitable work opportunities, and lifelong

learning and skills development are also suggested to

help older people stay productive longer.

China regains position as India’s leading

trade partner from US

(ms) China has once again emerged as India’s top

trading partner, surpassing the United States for the

fiscal year 2023-24. According to data released by the
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Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI), bilateral trade

between India and China reached USD 118.4 billion,

exceeding the USD 118.3 billion two-way commerce

with the US during the same period. [GTRI]

India’s exports to China experienced a notable increase

of 8.7 percent, totaling USD 16.67 billion in the last

fiscal year. Key sectors such as iron ore, cotton,

textiles, spices, and agricultural products contributed

significantly to this growth.

Conversely, India faced a slight downturn in exports to

the US, dipping by 1.32 percent to USD 77.5 billion in

fiscal year 24. However, imports from the US surged by

14.7 percent, amounting to USD 40.78 billion. Despite

this surge in imports, India maintained a trade surplus

with the US, expanding from USD 16.86 billion to USD

36.74 billion.

The GTRI report highlighted the evolving trade

dynamics between India and its top trading partners.

He noted that while India’s exports to China remained

relatively steady, imports surged by a significant 44.7

percent, leading to a widening trade deficit.

Conversely, trade with the US showcased substantial

growth, with exports soaring by 47.9 percent and

imports by 14.7 percent, contributing to an expanded

trade surplus for India.

The data from GTRI further revealed that India’s trade

relationships with its top 15 trading partners

underwent major transformations from fiscal year

2019 to fiscal year 24, impacting both exports and

imports across various sectors.

India’s dependency on China for critical products such

as telecom and smartphone parts, pharmaceuticals,

and advanced technology components has been a

subject of scrutiny. However, India has taken

significant measures to reduce this dependency

through production-linked incentive schemes (PLI),

anti-dumping duties, and quality control orders.

In the burgeoning electric vehicle (EV) sector, India’s

reliance on China remains high, particularly for lithium-

ion batteries valued at USD 2.2 billion, comprising 75

percent of such imports, essential for India’s

electrification of transport. [Economic Times] [Fortune

India] [The Indian Express] [WIO News]

Three Indian Naval Ships dock in

Singapore; deployment to South China Sea
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(fd) The three Indian naval ships INS Delhi, Shakti and

Kiltan led by Rear Admiral Rajesh Dhankhar arrived at

Singapore's the Changi naval base during their

deployment to the South China Sea. This deployment

happens on the backdrop of China’s growing presence

in the region.

Leaving Singapore on May 9, the fleet will also visit

Malaysia and the Philippines. China assertiveness in

the South China Sea causes tensions between the

country and the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and

Taiwan as these countries also have claims to the

region. [Times of India]

UK Minister of State for Indo-Pacific visits

Bangladesh, Maldives

(lm) The British Minister for the Indo-Pacific, Anne-

Marie Trevelyan, last week visited Bangladesh and the

Maldives.

Bangladesh

In Bangladesh, Trevelyan held discussions with Foreign

Minister Hasan Mahmud, covering various aspects of

bilateral relations. She commended Bangladesh on its

impending graduation from LDC status in 2026 and

pledged continued UK support during and after this

transition. The ministers also addressed expanding

trade ties, renewable energy initiatives, and the

Rohingya crisis, with Mahmud emphasizing the need

for a safe return of Rohingyas to Myanmar. They

explored cooperation in migration, skills development,

business facilitation, climate action, and defense.

[Prothom Alo]

The Maldives

In the Maldives, Trevelyan's visit on May 9 marked the

first British ministerial visit in two years. She engaged

in talks with Maldivian officials, focusing on bilateral

and regional cooperation areas like justice reform,

climate change, security, trade, and maritime security.

Given the significant shipping traffic through the Indo-

Pacific, maritime security was underscored as a top

priority for the UK. Trevelyan also sought to bolster

trade links between the UK and the Maldives by

meeting with local and British businesses. Additionally,

she interacted with female judges to gauge the impact

of UK-supported justice initiatives and visited a UK-

backed marine plastics lab to learn about its projects

and beneficiaries. [GOV.UK]
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Seychelles to prosecute suspected Somali

pirates

(ms) Six suspected Somali pirates have been

transferred to the Seychelles by a European Union

warship for potential prosecution. The incident

occurred on May 10 when the Marshall Islands-flagged

tanker, Chrystal Arctic, was approached by an armed

group in the gulf of Aden.

According to the United Kingdom Maritime Trade

Operations (UKMTO), the suspect vessel carried 5-6

armed individuals equipped with ladders. As the group

approached the tanker, the Chrystal Arctic's Master

implemented self-protection measures, leading to an

exchange of gunfire between the pirates and the

vessel’s Armed Security Team. The small craft

abandoned its approach after the security team

returned fire.

The European Union Naval Force’s (EUNAVFOR)

Operation ATALANTA responded and apprehended the

six suspects. EUNAVFOR has since classified the

incident as a piracy attack.

The Seychelles, which has a legal agreement with

Operation ATALANTA for the trial of suspected pirates,

will handle the prosecution. [ABC News] [gCaptain]

New ASEAN connected window service

(lvw) Prime Minister Hun Manet inaugurated

Cambodia's new national single window service, on

May 7 in the latest sign of the government’s efforts to

further advance the country’s digital transition. The

transition from paper-based to paperless trade is

connected to the ASEAN single window portal, aims to

streamline procedures and improve the business

environment by facilitating access to licenses, permits,

and certificates. The initiative seeks to enhance

transparency, efficiency, and credibility for investors

and businesses, bringing public services closer to

consumers through automated platforms, while

modernizing tax administration.

Since its launch, the Cambodia Data Exchange (CamDX)

has facilitated the registration of over 35,000

companies with a total capital of USD 10.73 billion,

demonstrating significant progress in Cambodia's

digital transition. [Phnom Penh Post]

ASEAN to share intel on arms smuggling

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-tlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-tly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-tlj/


(lvw) General Por Pheak, Secretary of State of the

Ministry of Interior, chaired the ASEAN Senior Officials’

Meeting in Siem Reap on May 8 focusing on

transnational arms smuggling.

He emphasized the need for streamlined information

sharing among ASEAN member countries to effectively

combat illegal arms trade. Representatives from

ASEAN member states, Timor-Leste, the ASEAN

Secretariat, and Nonviolence International South East

Asia (NISEA) attended the meeting.

Discussions included the development of a common

framework for combating transnational arms

trafficking, with the review of the draft treaty, "ASEAN

Convention on Transboundary Weapons." Challenges

such as Myanmar's current situation, the evolving

nature of transnational crime and security threats

were highlighted. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and International Labour

Organization agree on work priorities

until 2028

(lvw) Cambodia and the International Labour

Organization (ILO) have signed the 2024-28 Decent

Work Country Programme (DWCP), which centers

efforts of bolstering human capital, formalization, and

social dialogue.

These efforts aim to support decent, productive, and

sustainable work with a focus on gender

responsiveness and inclusivity, including of migrant

workers. The DWCP outlines priority areas, including

strengthening social protection, enhancing vocational

skills systems, and promoting a formalized, inclusive,

and green economy. The DWCP aims to contribute to

Cambodia's development goals and LDC graduation,

aligning with the SDGs and Cambodia's Vision 2030

and 2050 roadmaps. [International Labour

Organization]

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Hun Manet met with

Chihoko Asada-Miyakawa, the assistant director-

general of the International Labour Organization (ILO),

on May 10 at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh. During

the meeting, Hun Manet emphasized the importance

of building human capital in Cambodia to meet the

demands of the job market whilst progressing to a

high-income nation status by 2050 and graduating

from the Least Developed Countries rankings by 2029.

[Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia, Timor-Leste to receive Chinese

naval vessels

(lvw) Chinese navy vessels Qijiguang and Jinggangshan

are scheduled to visit Cambodia and Timor-Leste from

May to June 2024 as part of a training program with

local naval cadets.

The technologically advanced military training vessels

will host cadets from Cambodia to join their Chinese

peers in relevant exercises enhancing the cadets'

operation capabilities, cooperation and trust. This

initiative aligns with building a maritime community

with a shared future, demonstrating China's

commitment to maritime cooperation in the region.

The presence of Chinese warships at Cambodia's Ream

Naval Base, coupled with high-level military exchanges

between China and Cambodia, underscores China's

efforts to bolster bilateral ties with Southeast Asian

nations, with Washington closely observing the

developments in Sino-Cambodian naval cooperation

(see article in this edition). [Khmer Times] [Reuters]

Indonesian Air Force seeking defense

collaboration with Australia, France, and

neighboring states

(jb) The Indonesian Air Force (TNI AU) is actively

seeking defense collaboration with Australia, France,

and neighboring states. Deputy Chief of Staff Air Vice

Marshal Andyawan Martono engaged in discussions

with counterparts from Australia, Singapore, and

Brunei, in Canberra on May 7, exploring avenues for

joint air force exercises and exchanging expertise.

Martono also met with the French Space Command,

expressing interest in learning from their recent AsterX

space military exercise.

These interactions aim to bolster bilateral cooperation

and enhance Indonesia's air defense capabilities.

[Antara News]

Indonesia reportedly intensifying efforts

to exit Priority Watch List

(jb) Indonesia is reportedly intensifying its efforts to

exit the Priority Watch List, a blacklist of countries with

poor intellectual property enforcement.
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Law and Human Rights Minister Yasonna H. Laoly

recently emphasized the importance of intellectual

property rights in boosting investor confidence during

the Intellectual Property Crime Forum in Jakarta on

May 7. He expressed confidence in Indonesia's ability

to be removed from the list, highlighting the ministry's

dedication to protecting intellectual property rights

holders and enforcing strict laws against violators.

The Priority Watch List, published by the US Trade

Representative, subjects listed countries to increased

scrutiny and potential trade sanctions. Indonesia,

along with other countries, faces this challenge and

has undertaken various efforts, including participation

in Interpol and the establishment of an Operational

Task Force comprising relevant ministries and law

enforcement agencies. [Jakarta Globe]

Malaysia seeks proactive role in forging

ASEAN energy connectivity

(ba) Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Energy Transition and Water Transformation Fadillah

Yusof has announced plans to broaden his country’s

cooperation with ASEAN nations in the energy supply

sector.

Speaking at a press conference after officiating the

ASEAN Green Hydrogen 2024 Conference, held in

Kuala Lumpur on May 13, he stressed the importance

of collaboration among industry stakeholders,

consumers, and NGOs to ensure secure, sustainable,

and eco-friendly energy generation.

He underscored the potential of Sabah and Sarawak to

become major renewable energy (RE) suppliers,

positioning Borneo as a future RE hub within ASEAN

and reaffirmed his ministry’s commitment to

advancing a hydrogen-based economy by 2050. [Astro

Awani] [The Star]

Russian President Putin may visit

Vietnam; Hanoi postpones meeting with

EU on Russia sanctions

(wn/lm) As speculation swirls around Russian President

Vladimir Putin's potential visit to Vietnam this week en

route to Beijing, Hanoi's decision to postpone a

meeting with the EU's special envoy for EU sanctions

implementation, David O'Sullivan, raises eyebrows.

Originally slated for May 13-14, the meeting was
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deferred due to purported scheduling conflicts.

[Reuters] [Voice of America]

Vietnam's repeated invitations to Putin, despite the

ICC's issuance of an arrest warrant against him for

alleged war crimes in Ukraine, underscore the strategic

significance of its ties with Russia, which allow Vietnam

to balance between China and the United States.

Russia is Vietnam's top weapons supplier and plays a

vital role in the exploitation of gas reserves in the

South China Sea, an area contested by China.

Despite this, the European Union remains a vital

economic partner for Vietnam and has imposed

extensive sanctions on Russia due to its Ukraine

conflict involvement. O'Sullivan's mandate involves

ensuring that nations like Vietnam refrain from

inadvertently aiding Russia or other sanctioned states.

While no evidence suggests Vietnam's involvement,

detecting potential sanctions breaches, especially

involving small components like chips, presents a

challenge.

United States weighs upgrading Vietnam

to ‘market economy’ status; senior labor

official arrested

(wn/lm) The U.S. Department of Commerce recently

held a hearing to review whether Vietnam should be

upgraded to a market economy status, with a decision

expected by late July. This status change would lead to

reduced anti-dumping duties on Vietnamese imports,

currently subject to higher tariffs due to Hanoi's

classification as a non-market economy. [Reuters 1]

During the hearing, arguments for and against

upgrading Vietnam to market economy status clashed,

reflecting broader geopolitical tensions. Proponents

emphasized Vietnam's adherence to Commerce

Department criteria and its evolving economic reforms.

They argued that such a change would strengthen

bilateral ties, positioning Vietnam as a strategic

counterbalance to China. Supporters, including

Samsung Electronics, highlighted Hanoi's role as a

reliable supply chain partner for the U.S., beneficial to

both economies.

However, opponents expressed concerns about

Vietnam's dependence on Chinese investment and its

perceived failure to implement promised reforms.

They argued that upgrading Vietnam would exacerbate

unfair trade practices and strengthen China's influence

in the region. Additionally, human rights groups
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criticized Vietnam's labor rights record, challenging

assertions about labor-management bargaining.

In related updates, Nguyen Van Binh, a key figure in

Vietnam's labor ministry, has been arrested by

authorities on charges related to the alleged disclosure

of classified information. As the director general of the

ministry's legal affairs department, Binh played an

important role in the country's efforts to reform labor

laws, particularly in collaboration with international

bodies such as the International Labour Organization

(ILO). [Reuters 2]

Binh's work with the ILO and other international

partners centered on advancing labor rights, including

the potential ratification of Convention 87, which

guarantees workers the freedom to form independent

trade unions without prior authorization. This

convention holds particular importance for Vietnam as

it is obligated to ratify it under various free trade

agreements, including those with the European Union

and Pacific trade partners. However, despite these

obligations, the ratification process has been fraught

with delays.

Analysts suggest that the arrest, believed to be linked

to the official's support for independent trade unions,

may hinder Vietnam's bid for more favorable trade

conditions, particularly as the United States reviews its

trade relationship with the country. [Associated Press]

Meanwhile, Vietnam experienced substantial trade

performance in the first four months of this year, with

the US emerging as its largest export market,

contributing to an estimated export revenue of USD

34.1 billion. The country's total import-export revenue

reached USD 238.88 billion, resulting in a trade surplus

of USD 8.4 billion. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam, Philippines in top five countries

worldwide in crypto ownership rate

(wn) Vietnam and the Philippines are among the top

five countries worldwide in cryptocurrency ownership,

with approximately 21.2% and 13.4% of their

respective populations owning crypto. Hanoi ranks

second, trailing only the United Arab Emirates, which

boasts a crypto ownership rate of 34.4%. Following

closely behind are the United States, Iran, the

Philippines, and Brazil. [Vietnam Express]
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Myanmar’s internal conflict cannot be an

excuse to delay Rohingya repatriation,

Bangladesh says

(lm) Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud has

stressed that the civil war in neighboring Myanmar

should not serve as a pretext for delaying the

repatriation of Rohingya refugees. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Bangladesh has taken in more than a million Rohingya,

many of whom fled Myanmar after a brutal 2017

crackdown by the armed forces. Conflict there has

escalated since the military seized power in a coup

more than three years ago, and there has been fierce

fighting in western Rakhine state where most of the

country’s remaining Rohingya live in squalid camps.

Against this backdrop, Mahmud acknowledged the

multifaceted challenges arising from the prolonged

stay of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, including

environmental degradation and involvement in

criminal activities such as drug trafficking and

terrorism. He highlighted ongoing diplomatic efforts,

including discussions with Myanmar and other

countries, aimed at pressuring Myanmar to uphold its

commitment to repatriate Rohingyas.

In related developments, Bangladesh’s State Minister

for Disaster Management and Relief Mohibbur

Rahman announced that the government will

collaborate with United Nations agencies to improve

living conditions for Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh

and the surrounding local communities. During a

meeting with United Nations Resident Coordinator

Gwyn Lewis, joint initiatives were proposed to

strengthen Bangladesh's disaster management

capacity, focusing on earthquake risk reduction and

rescue operations. Lewis also highlighted efforts to

engage local stakeholders with international

organizations in disaster management initiatives. [The

Business Standard]

Meanwhile, Bangladesh will renew passports for

69,000 Rohingyas who have been residing in Saudi

Arabia since the early 1970s, as revealed by Home

Minister Asaduzzaman Khan after a meeting with a

Saudi delegation led by Saudi Deputy Interior Minister

Nasser bin Abdulaziz Al-Daoud. The Saudi government

requested Bangladesh to renew these passports to

prevent deportation of the Rohingyas. [The Daily Star]

[Dhaka Tribune 2]
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Bhutan, India to improve commercial ease

of doing business and connectivity

(ps) India is working plans to enhance ties with

neighboring Bhutan and streamline cross-border

transactions. Discussions focus on simplifying online

transactions and addressing the challenges faced by

consumers in cross-border e-commerce. A significant

step in this direction is the integration of India’s Unified

Payments Interface (UPI) to facilitate smoother

financial exchanges. Additionally, there are discussions

to allow Bhutanese tourists easier access to SIM cards

in India, enhancing connectivity for travelers. [The

Bhutanese]

Bangladesh requests Bhutan to reduce

sustainable development fees for tourists

(ps) Bangladesh has requested Bhutan to reduce the

Sustainable Development Fees (SDF) for their tourists,

bringing them to be in the same spot as Indian

tourists, the neighboring country. Bhutan is

considering this proposal, which Bangladesh has been

requesting since 2022. If approved, it would

significantly reduce travel costs for Bangladeshi

tourists to Bhutan, making Bhutan the second largest

tourism market for Bangladesh after India. [The

Bhutan Live] [The Bhutanese]

Increased US-Cambodia cooperation and

exchanges

(lvw) Prime Minister Hun Manet and outgoing US

ambassador W. Patrick Murphy held a bilateral

meeting on May 7 at the Peace Palace Phnom Penh,

emphasizing cooperation in various sectors and

expressing readiness to enhance ties further.

Despite efforts towards soft diplomacy, mistrust

persists due to issues like Chinese influence,

democratic regression, and human rights concerns. Ro

Vannak of the Cambodian Institute for Democracy

proposes forums between leaders and increased US

investment to foster trust, highlighting the importance

of political freedom and release of prisoners for

improved relations.

Meanwhile, Cambodia-China military cooperation

continues, with joint exercises aimed at counter-

terrorism and humanitarian relief, and Chinese

assistance in modernizing Cambodia's navy. The recent
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presence of Chinese naval vessels at Ream naval base

sparked US concerns.

Cambodia sought to disperse theses concern, insisting

they were part of a technical training agreement, not

indicative of the existence of a Chinese military base in

Cambodia. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodian nationals involved in

Singapore’s largest every money

laundering operation

(lvw) Two Cambodian passport holders, Su Wenqiang

and Wang Baosen, were deported on May 6 from

Singapore to Cambodia following their convictions in

Singapore's largest ever money laundering case. They

were among ten foreigners arrested in August 2023 in

connection with laundering over USD 3 billion in cash

and assets.

Wenqiang admitted to possessing illegal gambling

proceeds and using them to buy a luxury car, while

Baosen lied about the source of his funds and used

forged documents for a luxury condo purchase.

Both individuals are barred from re-entering

Singapore. [Phnom Penh Post]

Canadian intelligence service warns of

persistent Chinese election meddling

(jm) On May 7, the Canadian Security Intelligence

Service (CSIS) issued a report expressing concerns

about persistent Chinese election meddling and its

potential to undermine Canadian democracy. The

report follows an official inquiry confirming China's

attempts to interfere in the last two Canadian

elections.

CSIS’s “Public Report 2023” highlights China's use of

deceptive methods to influence policymaking across

government levels, academia, and media, aiming to

advance its national interests. In addition, individuals

in Canada who speak out against the Chinese

Communist Party are harassed and intimidated.

Despite China's denial of such charges, CSIS

emphasized the enduring threat posed by China and

affiliated organizations to Canada's information,

technology, democratic institutions, and diaspora

communities. [Government of Canada]
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In response, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's Liberal

government introduced draft legislation proposing a

registry for foreign lobbyists and granting CSIS more

authority to share information publicly. Meanwhile, the

opposition Conservative Party, leading in opinion polls,

criticizes Trudeau for perceived inaction against

Chinese interference.

Trudeau assured that despite Chinese meddling,

election results remained unaffected, with the Liberals

winning both in 2019 and 2021 (see AiR No. 16,

April/2024, 3). The Chinese embassy in Ottawa

reiterated Beijing's stance of non-interference in

Canada's internal affairs (see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1).

[Reuters]

German warships to transit South China

Sea, possibly Taiwan Strait

(jm) On May 7, Germany held a ceremony at the

northern German navy base in Wilhelmshaven, where

two warships were dispatched to the Indo-Pacific as

part of its efforts to bolster international military

presence. The ships are expected to transit through

the South China Sea, while their route through the

Taiwan Strait remains undecided, potentially impacting

Germany's relations with China, its major trading

partner.

This action comes amidst tensions between China and

Taiwan, as well as disputes over the South China Sea.

According to the reports on site, Defense Minister

Boris Pistorius emphasized the importance of

upholding the freedom of navigation and trade routes,

particularly as 40 percent of Europe's foreign trade

traverses the South China Sea. Pistorius underscored

Germany's commitment to the rules-based

international order, stating that overlooking the Indo-

Pacific was not an option.

China's expansive territorial claims in the South China

Sea coupled with its assertion of sovereignty over

Taiwan, despite international objections, have

heightened regional tensions. As part of a US-hosted

multinational military drill this summer, the vessels,

including the supply ship Frankfurt am Main and the

frigate Baden-Wuerttemberg, respectively departed

from Wilhelmshaven and Rota, and will converge at sea

before proceeding to the Indo-Pacific via Halifax,

Canada.

This deployment marks Germany's continued

engagement in the region, following a similar mission
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in 2021, as part of broader Western efforts to

counterbalance China's territorial ambitions. [Reuters]

[NHK]

US Navy passage through Taiwan Strait

sparks criticism from China

(jm) On May 8, Beijing criticized the passage of the USS

Halsey through the Taiwan Strait, just ahead of the

inauguration of Taiwan's new president on May 20.

China's Eastern Theater Command accused the US of

hyping the passage, organizing naval and air forces to

monitor the ship's transit. However, the US Navy

emphasized that the passage was a routine transit

through international waters, upholding the principle

of freedom of navigation. [China Military]

[Commander, US 7th Fleet]

Such transits are viewed by China as a challenge to its

sovereignty over the strait. The passage occurred in

the context of heightened military activity around

Taiwan, with both Beijing and Washington regularly

conducting maneuvers to assert their positions. [AP

News]

Chinese-backed canal project canceled by

Nicaragua

(jm) On May 8, Nicaragua’s congress officially revoked a

decade-old canal concession granted to Chinese

entrepreneur Wang Jing, ending a controversial canal

project. [National Assembly, Nicaragua]

The project, which aimed to span 172 miles (278km)

across Nicaragua, faced strong opposition due to

environmental concerns and the displacement of rural

communities. Despite a ceremonial groundbreaking in

2014, no actual construction commenced on the canal

intended to connect Nicaragua's Atlantic and Pacific

coasts. The proposed USD 50 billion project was

initially hailed by President Daniel Ortega's

government as a job creator and economic stimulus.

The cancellation of the concession, which was granted

to Wang's company, HK Nicaragua Canal Development

Investment Co. Limited, leaves uncertainty regarding

the future of the canal law, passed in 2012. While the

repeal removes the Chinese investor from the

equation, questions remain about the feasibility and
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financing of any future canal project in Nicaragua. [The

Guardian] [SCMP]

US resumes cooperation with China on

immigration

(jm) According to Witness at the Border, a group that

tracks deportation flights, on March 30, a US charter

flight carrying deportees landed in Shenyang, China.

This flight signals that cooperation has quietly resumed

on the deportation of Chinese immigrants who are in

the US illegally.

Originally, this collaboration was suspended by China

in August 2022 following the visit of then-Speaker of

the House Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan, leading to a

significant increase in the number of Chinese

immigrants entering the US illegally from Mexico. In

2023, US border officials arrested over 37,000 Chinese

nationals on the southern border, ten times more than

the previous year.

According to a private statement sent to New York-

based news agency AP News, the Chinese foreign

ministry expressed willingness to maintain dialogue

and cooperation on immigration enforcement with the

US, agreeing to accept the deportation of verified

Chinese nationals. Earlier in April, the US Homeland

confirmed engagement with China to ensure China's

acceptance of removal flights. [C-SPAN]

Despite complaints from the US, Beijing maintains

opposition to illegal immigration and claims to

crackdown on related activities. While the number of

Chinese migrants arrested peaked in December, it

showed a downward trend in the first quarter of 2024.

[AP News]

US raises concerns with China regarding

alleged cyber espionage campaign

(jm) During an interview at a conference of IT security

hosted by RSA on May 7, Nathaniel Fick, the US

ambassador at large for cyberspace and digital policy,

confirmed to reports of the direct conversations with

Chinese authorities at senior levels, emphasizing the

dangers and escalatory nature of such behavior. When

asked how Beijing responded, Fick stated the Chinese

response reportedly echoed previous dismissals,

attributing the allegations to US budgetary motives.
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Moreover, during the same conference, Brandon

Wales, executive director of the US Cybersecurity and

Infrastructure Security Agency, highlighted the broad

targeting of critical infrastructure by Chinese hackers,

affecting various sectors and potentially causing

societal disruptions.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken also addressed the

issue during his recent visit to China (see AiR No. 18,

April/2024, 5). In April, the US confronted the Chinese

government in Beijing with a significant cyber

espionage campaign known as Volt Typhoon, said to

be a a Chinese state-sponsored hacker group, that

penetrates through malicious software internet-

connected systems by exploiting vulnerabilities,

ranging from weak administrator passwords and

factory default logins to not regularly updated devices.

The campaign's objective, as stated by the US, is to

establish access to US entities that could be exploited

in the event of heightened tensions or conflict,

particularly concerning Taiwan, amid escalating US-

China relations. [Reuters]

According to US officials, Chinese hackers have

infiltrated numerous critical infrastructure

organizations in the United States. [US Senator for

Ohio]

China surpassed by US as top trading

partner for Germany

(jm) Based off the data from German statistics office,

the US has surpassed China as Germany's primary

trading partner in the first quarter of 2024. Trade

between Germany and the United States amounted to

EUR 63 billion (USD 68 billion) from January to March,

whereas the figure for China was just below EUR 60

billion during the same period.

According to German Commerzbank economist

Vincent Stamer, the trade dynamics shift is attributed

to several factors: the robust economy in the United

States and declining trade volumes with China.

German exports to the US have increased due to the

strong economic conditions there, while both exports

to and imports from China have decreased.

Additionally, structural changes, such as China's

advancement in the value chain and the localization of

production by German companies, have also

contributed to this shift.

Germany aims to reduce its dependence on China,

citing political differences and unfair practices (see AiR

No. 29, July/2023, 3). However, Berlin has not outlined
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specific policy measures to achieve this goal. According

to German economic institute IW, import of goods

from China to Germany declined by nearly 12 percent

year-on-year in the first quarter, while exports to China

fell by just over 1 percent. This trend is attributed to

the comparatively weaker performance of the Chinese

economy and the stronger-than-expected

performance of the U.S. economy.

Currently, the US accounts for approximately 10

percent of German goods exports, while China's share

has decreased to less than 6 percent.

This shift reflects a broader geopolitical reorientation

away from China and towards the transatlantic

partnership with the US. However, uncertainties

remain regarding the continuity of this trend,

particularly with potential changes in the US

administration after the upcoming elections. If the US

adopts protectionist measures, the ongoing shift in

trade patterns could stall. [Reuters]

Three men charged in UK for assisting

Hong Kong intelligence services

(ms) Three men faced charges in a UK court on May 13,

for allegedly aiding Hong Kong’s intelligence services,

marking the latest episode in a string of espionage-

related incidents with ties to China across Europe after

similar cases just emerged in Germany (see AiR No. 17,

April/2024, 4). The suspects, identified as Chung Biu

Yuen, Chi Leung Wai, and Matthew Trickett, were

apprehended last week in southeast England and

subsequently charged with assisting a foreign

intelligence service and foreign interference,

contravening the 2023 National Security Act.

The charges stem from allegations that the defendants

engaged in activities such as information gathering,

surveillance, and acts of deception on behalf of Hong

Kong's intelligence service between December and

May. The case underscores growing concerns among

Western nations about foreign interference and

espionage, particularly from countries like China and

Russia.

Hong Kong, once a British territory, has been a focal

point of geopolitical tensions since its return to

Chinese sovereignty in 1997. Recent years have seen

Beijing tightening its control over the semi-

autonomous region, leading to condemnation from

Western governments, including the UK. Britain's

response has included offering refuge to pro-

democracy activists and implementing visa schemes
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for Hong Kong residents. [Associated Press] [Hong

Kong Free Press] [The New York Times]

China and US climate envoys meet to

discuss collaboration amidst trade

tensions

(ms) The United States and China are holding their first

in-person discussions in Washington, led by their

newly appointed climate envoys. Co-chaired by China’s

Liu Zhenmin and White House senior adviser John

Podesta, these meetings aim to build upon previous

agreements and fulfil promises made by both nations'

leaders during their summit last November.

The talks, which commenced on May 7 and are

scheduled to conclude on May 16, focus on pragmatic

initiatives such as methane reduction and

advancements in carbon capture technology, areas

where mutual interests converge. Despite escalating

trade tensions, both sides seek to avoid contentious

issues, instead prioritizing cooperation on climate-

related matters.

Subnational cooperation, exemplified by California's

collaboration with China on climate action, serves as a

model for fostering partnerships aimed at emissions

reduction and clean energy promotion.

As both nations intensify their engagement on climate

issues during these discussions, the outcomes will be

closely watched, with expectations set for tangible

progress towards shared climate goals. The upcoming

COP29 summit in Azerbaijan provides a platform for

further international cooperation on climate action,

potentially setting a positive precedent for future

endeavors. [Financial Times] [South China Morning

Post]

China-linked firm ordered to sell land

near US missile base over security

concerns

(ms) The US government has ordered MineOne

Partners Limited, a Chinese-owned cryptocurrency

mining company, to sell land near the Francis E.

Warren Air Force Base in Wyoming due to national

security concerns. This base houses part of the U.S.

arsenal of intercontinental ballistic missiles.
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The property, purchased in June 2022, is located just

1.6 kilometers from the base. The administration cited

fears that the specialized equipment used in

cryptocurrency mining could facilitate surveillance and

espionage activities.

The decision follows a review by the Committee on

Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), a body

that examines foreign investments for security risks.

The review was initiated after a tip-off from a member

of the public, as MineOne Partners had not reported

the purchase to CFIUS.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen emphasized CFIUS's

role in protecting national security, stating that this

action highlights the importance of monitoring foreign

investments near sensitive U.S. military installations.

The White House has given MineOne Partners 120

days to sell the property.

This move is part of a broader U.S. effort to address

security risks associated with foreign investments in

critical areas. It comes just before the Biden

administration plans to increase tariffs on several

Chinese imports. [BBC] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters]

Chinese solar companies withdraw from

Romanian solar projects amid EU subsidy

probes

(ms) Two Chinese companies, subsidiaries of Longi

Solar and Shanghai Electric, have withdrawn from solar

projects in Romania amidst investigations by Brussels

authorities over alleged receipt of foreign subsidies.

The European Commission initiated inquiries under its

foreign subsidies' regulation, suspecting the firms of

using state subsidies to undercut rival bids.

The investigations closed after the companies

withdrew their bids, avoiding potential violations that

could have resulted in being blocked from bidding.

This marks the second instance of Chinese bidders

withdrawing from EU tenders following anti-subsidy

probes, highlighting their preference to exit rather

than share information with Brussels.

The EU's foreign subsidies regulation deployed four

times since its inception last year, targets alleged

market-distorting subsidies received by Chinese firms.

European solar manufacturers, facing stiff competition

from cheaper Chinese photovoltaics, applaud the EU's

actions, citing the oversupply of Chinese panels

undermining their production.
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However, Chinese business groups criticize the lack of

transparency and potential discriminatory practices in

the EU's implementation of the regulation. Concerns

arise over the selective scrutiny of Chinese companies

compared to other non-EU entities participating in

bidding processes. [Financial Times] [Nikkei Asia]

[South China Morning Post]

China appoints new ambassador to India

after 18-month vacancy

(ms) China has named senior diplomat Xu Feihong as

its new ambassador to India, filling a position that had

remained vacant for 18 months amidst strained

relations between the two countries due to a military

standoff along their disputed Himalayan border.

Xu Feihong, aged 60 and a former assistant minister of

foreign affairs, has taken up the role in New Delhi. In

an interview with state broadcaster CGTN, Xu

emphasized the need to enhance understanding and

trust between China and India, highlighting their status

as cooperation partners.

The prolonged absence of a Chinese ambassador in

New Delhi raised concerns about communication

channels during a period of heightened tensions over

border disputes.

Xu's designation coincides with India's ongoing Lok

Sabha elections, set to conclude in June. This period

has seen ongoing military and diplomatic negotiations

aimed at resolving the border standoff, that escalated

in 2020 with clashes resulting in casualties on both

sides. Despite multiple rounds of talks between

military and diplomatic representatives, significant

areas of contention remain unresolved, including

disengagement from key points along the border. India

has emphasized that normalization of relations with

China depends on resolving these border issues.

[South China Morning Post] [The Hindu] [WIO News]

India, Iran sign 10-year deal to develop

Chabahar Port

(ms) India has signed a 10-year agreement to develop

and operate the Chabahar port in southeastern Iran.

This strategic port, located near Iran's border with

Pakistan along the Gulf of Oman, provides India with a

vital access point to Afghanistan and Central Asia,

bypassing Pakistan.
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The agreement was finalized between Iran's Port and

Maritime Organization and Indian Ports Global Limited

(IPGL), a subsidiary of the government owned

Sagarmala Development Company. The deal, which

replaces previous short-term contracts, aims to

enhance stability and predictability for traders. The

total investment in the project is estimated at USD 370

million, including USD 250 million in loans.

Since IPGL's establishment in 2015, the company has

invested USD 85 million in Chabahar, handling 90,000

TEU of containerized freight and general cargo totalling

eight million tonnes. However, the port's development

has faced delays due to U.S. sanctions on Iran, which

have discouraged further investments. Despite these

obstacles, India remains committed to the project and

went through with the agreement, viewing it as a

strategic counter to the Chinese-funded Gwadar port

in Pakistan.

The development of Chabahar port is linked to the

completion of the Chabahar-Zahedan railway, which

will connect the port to Iran's national rail network and

further into Central Asia. With a completion rate of 65

percent last year, its progress has been rather slow,

however, according to Iranian state media the railway’s

completion is expected in the course of this year.

In the wake of the signing the U.S. has reiterated its

position on sanctions, warning against business

dealings with Iran.

Currently, India's trade with Central Asia amounts to

USD 2 billion annually, in contrast to China's USD 90

billion. The agreement over the Chabahar port is

aimed at closing this gap by transforming India's trade

routes, providing a direct link to Afghanistan and

Central Asia and reducing reliance on Pakistani and

Chinese routes. [BBC] [Iran International] [Reuters]

[The Maritime Executive] [The Times of India]

Indian Foreign Secretary visits Bangladesh

(fd) On May 8, India’s Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan

Kwatra is visiting Dhaka, Bangladesh for the Foreign

Office Consultation (FOC) between the two countries.

Kwatra met Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Masud Bin

Momen and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to discuss

the bilateral ties of the two countries. The last FOC was

on January 29, 2021, in New Delhi. [Country Today]
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India, Maldives foreign minister meet;

New Delhi repatriates military personnel

from Maldives

(hg) India last week completed the withdrawal of its

military personnel from the Maldives, ahead of the

May 10 deadline set by President Muizzu and prior to a

meeting between the countries’ two foreign ministers

in New Delhi on May 9. [The Hindu 1]

In March, India began withdrawing military personnel

operating surveillance aircraft in the Maldives after the

two countries had agreed to complete a withdrawal of

the 89 Indian soldiers and their support staff from the

archipelago by May 10.

Against this backdrop, discussions between Indian

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and his Maldives

counterpart Moosa Zameer focused on a range of

bilateral issues, including defense cooperation,

maritime security, and trade relations. Despite recent

strains in bilateral relations, Zameer sought to

reassure India of the Maldives' commitment to

maintaining peace and security in the Indian Ocean

region.

Additionally, discussions during Zameer's visit touched

upon debt relief and ongoing India-funded

infrastructure projects, with indications of India's

willingness to accommodate the Maldives' request to

defer repayment of a USD 150 million loan.

The statements issued after the meeting seemed to

indicate a reconciliation after months of diplomatic

strains. While Male's statement portrayed Zameer's

visit—his first since President Mohamed Muizzu took

office in September 2023—as "a new collaborative

initiative, symbolizing enduring friendship and shared

objectives," Jaishankar emphasized that India's

relations with Maldives are founded on the crucial

principles of "mutual interests" and "reciprocal

sensitivity." [The Hindu 2]

Indonesia urges Macao to enhance

protection for migrant workers

(jb) During her visit to Macao, Indonesia's Minister of

Manpower, Ida Fauziyah, emphasized the necessity of

bolstering safeguards for Indonesian migrant workers

in China’s Special Administrative Region (SAR).

Fauziyah, advocating for Macao’s Chief Executive Ho Iat

Seng's support, stressed the significance of improving
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conditions for Indonesian workers, who constitute

Macao's third-largest foreign demographic. The

minister also expressed her intent to enhance

cooperation between Indonesia and the governments

of Hong Kong and Macao to ensure better protection

for migrant laborers.

This initiative comes amid global scrutiny, with the

United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights raising concerns about exploitative

conditions faced by non-resident workers in Macao,

particularly domestic helpers excluded from formal

contracts and minimum wage protections.

There are approximately 6,500 Indonesian workers

among the nearly 180,000 non-resident workforces in

Macao. [The Macao News]

Indonesian energy giant reviews imports

of crude oil from Russia

(jb) Indonesia's energy giant, PT Kilang Pertamina

Internasional, is conducting a thorough assessment of

the potential risks associated with importing crude oil

from Russia. The move comes amidst surging energy

demands and a growing subsidy expenditure.

With Indonesia's subsidy budget already tripled to 502

trillion rupiah (USD 33.87 billion), maintaining stable

prices for essential commodities poses a significant

challenge. As policymakers explore options to mitigate

costs, lawmakers have advocated for importing

cheaper Russian crude oil.

Pertamina's CEO, Taufik Adityawarman, confirmed the

evaluation process but withheld further details.

Meanwhile, Tourism Minister Sandiaga Uno revealed a

30 percent discount offer on Russian crude, prompting

President Joko Widodo's deliberations. However,

concerns about potential sanctions remain.

Indonesian authorities, including the Foreign Ministry,

are actively engaging in economic diplomacy to secure

the nation's energy supply. [Yahoo! News]

Lao president Thongloun Sisoulith meets

Vladimir Putin

(lvw) Visiting President Thongloun Sisoulith met his

Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin on May 9 in

Moscow for bilateral talks. The meeting was part of

Sisoulith’s working visit to Russia last week.
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The two presidents agreed to work together to further

enhance their partnership and further advance

cooperation in multiple areas, including economy,

trade, investment, tourism, energy, and scientific

research.

They also discussed regional and international issues

of common interest, with Putin highlighting both

countries’ effective and proactive cooperation on the

international stage, including within the framework of

the United Nations. [The Laotian Times]

Laos, Cuba to enhance ties, cooperate on

microplastic pollution

(lvw) On May 6 during a visit to Havana, Laos' Vice

President Bounthong Chitmany and Cuban Communist

Party (PCC) Organisation Secretary Roberto Morales

reiterated their commitment to fostering a more

equitable society centered on human development, in

celebration of the 50th anniversary of diplomatic

relations.

Morales stressed the importance of tailored socialism

to protect national sovereignty through education and

consciousness development. Bounthong expressed

Laos' support for Cuba in its struggle against the US-

imposed blockade.

Meanwhile, both sides celebrated Cuba's participation

in a Coordinated Research Project on micro plastic

pollution and environmental challenges. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Cuba] [Lao News Agency], [Vientiane

Times]

Laos hands over Myanmar activists to

military junta

(jb/lvw) Lao authorities have arrested and handed over

17 Myanmar citizens to the military junta, marking the

first instance of Laos assisting in the transfer of anti-

junta activists. The individuals, aged between 20 and

30, were apprehended at a border checkpoint in the

Golden Triangle region and subsequently interrogated

at the junta's headquarters in Shan state. According to

sources, the junta accused them of supporting

People's Defense Force militias, though some claim

they were collecting funds for those displaced by

fighting in Laos.

The arrestees, employed in Chinese-owned enterprises

in Laos, were escorted back to Myanmar by a high-
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ranking junta military officer. [Radio Free Asia]

Malaysian army thwarts attempt to

smuggle 12 tons of onions into Indonesia

(jb) The Malaysian Army's First Infantry Division

intercepted a smuggling operation aiming to transport

12,300 kg of Holland onions into Indonesia. During Ops

Awas/Keris Parang near Kuching, two local men, aged

32 and 53, were apprehended for suspected smuggling

activity in Bau.

Army personnel on patrol discovered two lorries

carrying the onions, valued at around RM 35,000,

heading towards the Indonesian border. The suspects,

driving the lorries, were detained, and both vehicles,

along with the onions, were seized, totaling an

estimated RM 181,500.

The seized items and suspects were handed over to

the Bau police station for further investigation. [The

Star]

Japan seeks to arrange summit talk with

North Korea over abduction issue 

(sh) On May 10, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio

expressed his intention to arrange a summit with

North Korea, backed by the United States and the

global community.

Kishida conveyed this during a meeting in Tokyo with a

group of relatives of Japanese citizens abducted by

North Korea. The group, after meeting high-ranking US

officials, sought American support in resolving the

abduction issue promptly. 

Notable members of the delegation included Yokota

Takuya, whose sister Megumi was abducted at 13, and

Iizuka Koichiro, whose mother Taguchi Yaeko was

abducted when he was one. The relatives informed

Kishida that US officials pledged to raise the abduction

matter whenever possible.

Kishida, echoing President Joe Biden's support during

his recent US visit, assured the group of intensified

efforts to engage North Korea, with backing from the

US and global allies (see AiR No. 9, February/2024, 4).

Yokota emphasized their demand for the immediate

return of all abductees, urging the government to

maintain firm negotiations with North Korea. [NHK]
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Japan’s foreign minister condemns US

Senate’s remark about atomic bombing of

Japanese cities

(sh) On May 10, in response to discussions in the US

Senate concerning the atomic bombings of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki during a debate over US military support

for Israel, Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa,

expressed disapproval.

This occurred during a Senate subcommittee hearing

on May 8, addressing the partial suspension of

American arms shipments to Israel. Senator Lindsey

Graham advocated for resuming weapon deliveries,

arguing the need to provide Israel with weapons

needed to fight the war Israel “can't afford to lose. This

is Hiroshima and Nagasaki on steroids.”

Graham questioned senior US defense officials on the

justification for using nuclear weapons against Japan in

World War II. US Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen.

Charles Q. Brown defended the bombings, stating they

halted a world war. US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

concurred. [Daily Motion]

Minister Kamikawa criticized the remarks, emphasizing

the devastating humanitarian consequences of the

bombings and Japan's opposition to nuclear weapons'

use. She conveyed Japan's stance to both Washington

and Senator Graham's office. [NHK]

Japan offers Indonesia loans to construct

Jakarta’s train line

(sh) On May 13, the Japanese government announced

its plan to offer a loan of approximately JPY 140.7

billion (USD 900 million) for the construction of

Jakarta's second train line as part of Indonesia's mass

rapid transit system project.

The project, known as the East-West Line, spans 84.1

kilometers and will be implemented in two phases. The

first stage, covering 24.5 kilometers, is scheduled to

commence by 2026 and conclude by 2031. The

Japanese Embassy in Jakarta revealed that the new

train line will utilize Japanese technology for both the

vehicle and signaling systems.

Jakarta, grappling with severe traffic congestion and air

pollution due to rapid economic growth and

population expansion, anticipates significant relief
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from this endeavor. Notably, the first phase of the MRT

project, a 15.7-kilometer stretch of the North-South

Line, commenced operations in 2019 with financial

assistance from Japan. [Kyodo News] [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Malaysia prepared to enhance

relationship with Singapore under

incoming Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

(ba) Malaysia is poised to further bolster its ties with

Singapore under the leadership of its incoming Prime

Minister, Lawrence Wong, as stated by Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim.

In a Facebook post on May 10, Anwar expressed

Malaysia's preparedness, echoing the positive

sentiments conveyed by Singapore's Prime Minister

Lee Hsien Loong who expressed his hopes for the

continued flourishing of the close relationship between

the two nations under Wong's stewardship. Anwar

highlighted that Lee communicated Singapore's

aspirations during a phone call following the

inauguration of the Malaysia Artificial Intelligence

Nexus 2024.

Wong, presently serving as Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Finance, is set to assume office as

Singapore's Prime Minister on May 15, succeeding Lee.

[The Star] [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia reaffirms fight against terrorist

activities and terrorism financing in talks

with US

(ba) Malaysia has once again affirmed its

condemnation of terrorist activities and its dedication

to combatting terrorist financing. Home Minister

Saifuddin Nasution Ismail emphasized the

government's recognition of concerns expressed by

the United States regarding potential money

laundering activities involving Malaysian-affiliated

groups.

During a meeting with Brian Nelson, the

Undersecretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence

at the US Treasury Department, and his team, the

Home Ministry reiterated this commitment to anti-

terrorism efforts.
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Nasution Ismail highlighted Malaysia's regional and

global commitments within ASEAN and at the ministry

level, underscoring the nation's stance on fighting

terrorist financing. These remarks came following his

attendance at the National Anti-Drug Agency

Excellence Awards Ceremony on May 9. [New Straits

Times]

Maldivian journalists to receive training in

Pakistan

(lm) The Maldives Media Council (MMC) engaged in

discussions with the Pakistan High Commission in Male

regarding potential training and capacity-building

opportunities for Maldivian journalists through

Pakistani educational institutions. Pakistan's High

Commissioner confirmed plans for training visits for

journalists in June, including opportunities for training

in journalism and media, as well as visits to leading

media houses in Pakistan. Additionally, discussions

centered on executing a Memorandum of

Understanding between MMC and the Pakistani

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to facilitate

future collaborations, with continued support pledged

by the High Commissioner. [The Sun]

Maldivian foreign minister meets Quata’s

premier minister

(lm) Maldives and Qatar reaffirmed their commitment

to enhancing their partnership during a meeting

between Maldivian Foreign Minister Moosa Zameer

and Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al

Thani, the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Qatar

on May 12. Accompanied by Maldivian officials,

Zameer's visit to Qatar aimed to explore opportunities

for cooperation in various sectors, coinciding with the

upcoming 40th anniversary of bilateral relations

between the Maldives and Qatar. [The Sun]

Mongolia, Uzbekistan hold consultative

meeting

(fg) On May 7, Mongolia and Uzbekistan held their 6th

Consultative Meeting in Ulaanbaatar, co-chaired by

Deputy Foreign Ministers Amartuvshin Gombosuren

on the Mongolian side and B. M. Usmanov from

Uzbekistan.
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The talks focused on deepening bilateral relations and

expanding cooperation in various areas such as

infrastructure, agriculture, tourism, health and IT.

Preparations for upcoming high-level meetings as well

as regional and international issues were also

discussed. [Montsame]

Mongolia and China launch "Steppe

Partner-2024" military drills in Gobi

Desert

(fg) The joint military exercise between Mongolia and

China "Steppe Partner-2024" ("Talyn Tunsch-2024") has

begun.  The first joint military exercises of this kind are

being held to mark this year's 75th anniversary of

diplomatic relations and the 10th anniversary of the

comprehensive strategic partnership. [Akipress]

China had previously sent its contingent of troops to

Mongolia for the drill via a joint railway line. This makes

Mongolia only the third of China's 14 neighboring

countries (after Russia and Laos) with which China has

conducted cross-border rail transport of its armed

forces.

The exercise will take place in the Gobi Desert in the

southeastern Mongolian province of Dornogovi. The

scenario is the fight against illegal armed groups.

[scmp]

In June last year, China participated with the largest

contingent in the multinational peacekeeping exercise

"Khaan Quest 2023" in Mongolia (see AiR No. 26,

June/2023, 4).  

Thai authorities severe online

communication to Myanmar's Shwe

Kukko in Myawady District

(jb) Thai authorities have severed online

communication to Myanmar's Shwe Kukko in Myawady

District due to concerns regarding fraudulent activities.

The Thai National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) announced

the termination during a press conference on May 9,

stating that 69 internet cable lines to the Myanmar side

must be deactivated within 15 days.

The decision, made jointly by the NBTC and military

personnel, aims to combat illegal online activities,

particularly online fraud syndicates in Myawady.
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Despite previous cutoffs, fraudulent operations persist,

prompting the Karen Border Guard Force (BGF) to

mandate the evacuation of foreign individuals engaged

in online businesses by October 31. 

This directive primarily targets Chinese nationals

amidst allegations of connections between BGF leaders

and Chinese money laundering syndicates in Myawady

Township, as reported by the United States Institute of

Peace (USIP). [Eleven Myanmar]

Thai authorities initiate biometric data

collection project targeting Myanmar

nationals and stateless individuals

(jb) Thai authorities have initiated a biometric data

collection project targeting Myanmar nationals and

stateless individuals, allegedly to enhance healthcare

services, particularly for vaccination delivery against

HPV and COVID-19.

Led by Thailand’s Department of Disease Control, in

collaboration with other agencies, the program aims to

streamline healthcare logistics across five provinces

hosting significant Myanmar communities. It involves

facial and iris scans of participants, with data from

10,000 individuals already compiled.

While praised for its efficacy in healthcare distribution,

concerns over data privacy loom large. Critics highlight

potential risks of unauthorized access, especially in

light of past data leaks. The Thai Red Cross pledges

data confidentiality but acknowledges possible

disclosure to select entities. [Find Biometrics]

Authorities apprehend Chinese and

Myanmar nationals for involvement in

operating gambling ring

(jb) Authorities have apprehended nine Chinese

nationals and 38 Myanmar citizens for their

involvement in operating a gambling ring at the PAL

Hotel in Mayangone Township. The State

Administration Council (SAC) Information Team

disclosed that the arrests took place on May 10 during

a raid at the hotel, prompted by a tip-off.

The raid resulted in the confiscation of various

materials associated with illicit gambling operations,

including electronic devices, cash, vehicles, and

equipment used for gambling.
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All individuals have been charged at the Mayangone

Township Police Station. The SAC Information Team

highlighted ongoing investigations into the case,

indicating a concerted effort to crack down on illegal

gambling activities in the region. [Eleven Myanmar]

Myanmar: Moroccan youths abducted at

the Myanmar-Thailand border

(jb) A concerning trend has emerged where young

Moroccans are being deceived by false promises of

high-paying e-commerce jobs in Thailand, only to find

themselves trapped in illicit activities near the

Myanmar border. The Thai Embassy in Morocco has

acknowledged this issue, noting its impact not only on

Moroccan citizens but also on individuals from various

African countries.

These victims, initially hopeful for legitimate

employment, are instead subjected to forced labor,

sleep deprivation, and coercion by their captors.

Families are understandably worried, urging

government intervention and collaboration with Thai

and Burmese authorities to facilitate their safe return.

[Yabiladi]

Boundary dispute with India will be

resolved through talks, Nepal’s foreign

minister says

(lm) Nepal’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Narayan Kaji Shrestha, has stated that

Kathmandu aims to resolve its boundary disputes with

neighboring India through diplomatic negotiations and

table talks. [The Kathmandu Post]

This statement comes in the context of renewed

tensions after Nepal decided to replace the map on the

NPR 100 note to include the disputed territories of

Kalapani, Lipulekh, and Limpiyadhura, three

strategically important territories located near the tri-

junction of Nepal, India, and China that New Delhi

claims as its own [see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1]. The

revised map has been a point of contention since its

first publication in 2020, following India's release of a

political map in 2019 that included these areas. India

has consistently rejected Nepal’s cartographic

assertions, calling them "unilateral acts" not based on

historical facts and contrary to bilateral

understandings to settle such issues through dialogue.
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In the midst of this geopolitical tension, discussions at

the diplomatic level continue, although significant

progress has yet to be reported. The Deputy Prime

Minister emphasized Nepal’s right to uphold its

sovereign territory and reiterated the government's

commitment to resolving the disputes concerning both

the Susta and Kalapani regions through diplomatic

channels.

The ongoing discussions also cover broader aspects of

Nepal-India relations, including the implementation of

the report by the Eminent Persons’ Group (EPG), a

bilateral mechanism established by the governments

of Nepal and India to review, adjust, and update the

treaties and agreements between the two countries,

including the longstanding Treaty of Peace and

Friendship from 1950.

North Korea sends congratulatory

messages to Putin

(ac) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un sent a

congratulatory message to Russian President Vladimir

Putin for his fifth term presidency on May 8.

Kim conveyed his congratulations and wished him

great success in his role for Russia and its people via

the Russian Embassy in Pyongyang.

This letter marked the second congratulatory message

Kim sent to Putin on his reelection.

Additionally, Kim sent another letter to commemorate

the Soviet Union’s victory over Nazi Germany in World

War Two. According to North Korea’s state news

agency, Rodong Sinmun, Kim described Russia’s sacred

cause to protect its sovereign rights. [Arirang News]

[The Yonhap News]

Critics suggest that the latest message comes after

significant growth in North Korea-Russia ties following

the summit in September 2023 in Moscow. These ties

are strengthening in both economic and political

sectors. [The Korea Times]

Pakistan, United States hold

Counterterrorism Dialogue, vow to

intensify collaboration

(lm) At their latest Counterterrorism Dialogue, Pakistan

and the United States agreed to intensify their
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collaboration in countering terrorist organizations like

the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the ISIS-

Khorasan affiliate operating in Afghanistan to advance

regional security and address transnational threats.

[Voice of America 1] [Arab News]

Against the backdrop of a recent surge in terrorist

attacks in Pakistan, attributed mainly to the TTP

operating from sanctuaries in Afghanistan, the

dialogue assumes added significance. Pakistani

authorities have raised concerns about the Taliban-led

government in Kabul allegedly facilitating TTP fighters

in conducting cross-border attacks, a claim refuted by

the Afghan Taliban.

In the latest episode, Pakistan has accused Afghan-

based terrorists of planning and executing a suicide

attack that targeted Chinese engineers in

northwestern Pakistan, killing five Chinese nationals

and their local driver. The attack, which took place in

late March, involved an explosives-laden car driven by

an Afghan national. Kabul, however, rejected these

claims, asserting that the attack's occurrence inside

Pakistan highlights the inadequacies of Pakistani

security rather than Afghan involvement. [Voice of

America 2]

Furthermore, a forthcoming report by the U.S. Institute

of Peace underscores the escalating terrorist activity in

Afghanistan following the U.S. withdrawal. The report

warns of a growing threat posed by ISIS-Khorasan,

extending beyond the immediate region, and the

resurgence of the TTP as a regional security concern.

Additionally, it highlights ongoing ties between al-

Qaida and its South Asia affiliate with the Taliban

regime in Afghanistan, signaling the persistent threat

of terrorism in the region.

Pakistan, World Bank agree to collaborate

on Country Partnership Framework

(tj) Pakistan and the World Bank have agreed to

collaborate on the Country Partnership Framework to

carry forward the country’s reform and development

agenda.

This accord was reached during the meeting between

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and the World Bank

delegation, led by Martin Raiser, Regional Vice

President for South Asia Martin Raiser.

Prime Minister Shehbaz praised the World Bank’s

contribution to the development of Pakistan. He

appreciated the support for building climate-resilient
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infrastructure following the devastating floods of 2022.

He also informed the delegation about the reform

program of Pakistan.

Martin Raiser emphasized that the World Bank is ready

to collaborate with Pakistan in its journey towards

transformation of the economy and achieving

sustainable development.

Both sides agreed to engage in a long-term, focused

partnership under the new Country Partnership

Framework.

They agreed that the process for preparation of the

new Country Partnership Framework will involve

consultations with federal and provincial governments

as well as the academia, parliamentarians, the civil

society, development partners and the private sector.

[The Express Tribune]

Pakistan will not succumb to pressure on

Iran gas pipeline, foreign minister says

(lm) Pakistan's Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar asserted that

the country will continue with the construction of a gas

pipeline from Iran, despite the project's long delays

and potential United States sanctions. [Voice of

America]

The pipeline agreement, signed in 2009, aims to supply

gas from Iran's South Pars Field to Pakistan, which

desperately needs energy. While Iran completed its

portion by 2011, Pakistan has hesitated due to fears of

Washington’s sanctions linked to Iran's nuclear

activities. The US has clearly stated its opposition to

this project.

Recently, Pakistan’s caretaker government moved

forward slightly by approving construction of a

segment of the pipeline within Pakistani territory, to

avoid penalties for delays. Furthermore, discussions

have been ongoing between Islamabad and

Washington regarding the pipeline, with Pakistan's

officials arguing that they do not require a US waiver to

proceed. However, sanctions could become applicable

once gas starts flowing through the pipeline.

Qatari minister visits Pakistan amid

Islamabad’s investment outreach

(lm) Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Al-Khulaifi, Qatar's

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, arrived in Pakistan
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on May 9 to meet with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

and other key officials. This visit is part of Pakistan's

ongoing efforts to attract foreign investment to

address its financial challenges. The visit follows a

series of engagements with foreign delegations,

including Saudi and Japanese investors, aimed at

boosting local partnerships and exploring investment

opportunities in various sectors such as the electric car

industry. [Arab News 1]

Meanwhile, Pakistan's Commerce Minister Jam Kamal

Khan announced that significant agreements are

expected to be finalized before the arrival of a high-

level delegation from Saudi Arabia, following recent

discussions between Saudi and Pakistani firms. While

the exact date of the Saudi delegation's visit remains

unspecified, Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister hinted at

the possibility of a visit from Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman in May. [Arab News 2]

Recent engagements between the two countries have

included visits by Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif to Saudi Arabia and Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal

bin Farhan to Islamabad. A recent visit by a Saudi

business delegation explored investment opportunities

in sectors like minerals, energy, agriculture, and

petroleum, with over 100 Pakistani companies

participating in meetings. The Saudi investment

minister's visit led to the signing of agreements, and

Pakistani companies have been asked to provide

further details.

In related news, Pakistan's Overseas Employment

Corporation (OEC) will be sending qualified and trained

nurses to Saudi Arabia to address the kingdom's

urgent need for nursing staff across various medical

fields. [Arab News 3]

Philippines and US conclude largest joint

military exercises

(tl/ms) The United States and the Philippines have

concluded Balikatan 2024, their largest joint military

exercises to date. The drills, which started on April 22

and ended on May 10, featured live fire exercises and

the deployment of new weapons aimed at stimulating

the defense against a maritime invasion.

The exercises took place along the shores of Laoag in

northern Ilocos province, an area close to the South

China Sea. This year's Balikatan involved 16,000

personnel from the Philippines, the US, and allies

including Australia and France. The drills were focused
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on strategic coastal areas near the Taiwan Strait and

disputed waters.

Notably, this year’s exercises showcased new US

weaponry, such as the Typhon mid-range missile

launcher, which, although not fired during the drills,

was positioned to cover targets in Taiwan and the

South China Sea. Additionally, the first multilateral

maritime exercise in the West Philippine Sea included

naval forces from the Philippines, the US, and France.

US Marines Lieutenant General Michael Cederholm

highlighted the joint efforts to ensure a "free and open

Indo-Pacific." Meanwhile, Philippine Defense Secretary

Gilberto Teodoro emphasized the importance of the

exercises in transforming the Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) into a versatile force capable of

handling multiple threats across different theaters of

operation.

The exercises were marked by live fire drills, including

the firing of Javelin missiles and howitzers. The US and

Philippine forces also conducted a simulated recapture

of Itbayat in northern Batanes, an island province just

south of Taiwan. However, the war games drew a

strong reaction from China, which disrupted at least

one live fire exercise and had vessels near Itbayat

during the drills.

Locally, the increased military presence has raised

concerns among civilians. Governor Manuel Mamba of

Cagayan province opposed the establishment of new

US military bases in his region, fearing it could draw

the province into potential conflicts.

Despite these concerns, the exercises underscored the

strengthened military ties between the US and the

Philippines. The drills also included significant

infrastructure upgrades, such as the development of

seaports and military facilities, aimed at enhancing

rapid response capabilities. [Al Jazeera] [Asia-Pacific

Defence Reporter] [Business Mirror] [GMA News]

Philippines and Canada initiate talks to

strengthen bilateral ties

(tl/ms) Manila and Ottawa have agreed to initiate talks

to enhance bilateral relations, the Philippine

Department of Foreign Affairs announced on May 9.

This decision was made during Philippine Foreign

Secretary Enrique Manalo's visit to Ottawa, where he

met with Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie

Joly. Both ministers emphasized their commitment to

peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific and discussed a
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potential visit by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to

Canada. [Rappler]

PCG constructed new repair facility in

Cavite province with the aid from US

(tl) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has built a

maintenance and repair facility in Cavite province, with

the help of the US, enhancing its maritime security

capabilities.

The facility, which will be used by the Maritime Safety

Services Command headquarters, will ensure the

reliability and readiness of ships and small boats. The

facility will enhance the capabilities of ship and small

boat repair and maintenance. The US Embassy in the

Philippines' chief of mission, Robert Ewing, said the

facility would ensure the continued operation of the

country's maritime assets, counter illegal fishing,

strengthen maritime domain awareness, and address

unlawful activities from foreign actors. [Philippine

News Agency]

Philippines-US new clear deal will be

ratified soon

(tl)The Philippines and the US are close to ratifying a

landmark agreement on peaceful nuclear energy use,

as the Department of Justice stated it does not violate

existing laws. The deal also call “123 Agreement”,

signed in November 2023, after a year of negotiation,

allows the two countries to share equipment and

material. During the signing at the sidelines of the

APEC Summit, U.S Foreign Secretary said Blinken said

that the agreement would allow his country to share

equipment and material with the Philippines for

developing civilian nuclear energy infrastructure.

[Rappler]

China accused by Philippines of island

construction; China leaks agreements

over South China Sea

(tl/ms) The Philippines and China are locked in a fresh

escalation of tensions over alleged island construction

in the South China Sea. Denials from Beijing followed

the Philippine Coast Guard's investigation, which was

met with a retaliatory move from China—publicizing a

disputed agreement and threatening to release
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diplomatic recordings. In response, the Philippines

called for the expulsion of Chinese diplomats,

heightening diplomatic friction. With the

The latest episode in this ongoing saga began with the

Philippines' assertion that China was attempting to

construct an artificial island in the South China Sea—a

claim vehemently denied by Beijing. The Philippine

Coast Guard deployed a ship to Sabina Shoal in the

Spratly archipelago to investigate the alleged activity,

citing evidence of dead and crushed coral on the

sandbars. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, China has sought to counter these

accusations by publicizing what it claims to be a

gentlemen agreement between Chinas president Xi

Jinping and his Filipino counterpart of the time Rodrigo

Duterte regarding access to South China Sea islands.

According to China, the agreement, reached during a

visit by former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte to

Beijing to 2016, permitted small-scale fishing activities

around the islands but restricted military and official

presence within territorial waters—a contention

refuted by Philippine officials. The revelation of this

purported agreement has further inflamed tensions

between the two nations, with Manila denying any

knowledge or existence of such a pact and asserting its

commitment to defending its sovereignty. [ABC News]

[Nikkei Asia]

Adding another layer of complexity to the dispute is

Beijing's threat to release audio recordings of a

purported phone conversation between a Chinese

diplomat and a Philippine military official regarding a

deal over disputed territory. While the Philippines has

dismissed the recordings as fabricated and part of a

disinformation campaign. The alleged negotiations are

said to be about a so-called “New Model” to manage

the tension over Ayungin Shoal in the South China Sea.

The Chinese Embassy in Manila claimed that the two

countries come to an agreement with “New Model”

over an escalating maritime dispute in which Philippine

officials strongly denied it and calling the China’s claim

propaganda. [See AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1]

The agreement involves the "1+1" proposal, that limits

resupply missions over Ayungin Shoal to one Philippine

Coast Guard ship and one civilian vessel. Previously,

the Coast Guard deployed two to three ships for such

missions. The Philippines would also have to notify

China at least two days in advance before resupplying

the Sierra Madre at Ayungin Shoal. The agreement

allegedly has the approval from AFP chief General

Romeo Brawner Jr., Defense Secretary Gilberto

Teodoro Jr., and National Security Adviser Eduardo

Año. [Rappler] [Bloomberg]
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Analysts in the Philippines say the official targeted,

Vice-Admiral Alberto Carlos, has no mandate to strike a

deal with China. The alleged agreement is aimed at

dividing the Philippines and helping China win global

opinion. The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)

issued the statement that only President Ferdinand

Marcos Jnr could approve or authorize agreements on

matters pertaining to the West Philippine Sea and the

South China Sea.

The Philippines, for its part, has called for the

expulsion of Chinese diplomats over the alleged leak of

the phone conversation, accusing Beijing of engaging

in disinformation and violating international norms.

This latest diplomatic spat underscores the

deteriorating relations between the two countries and

the increasing mistrust and animosity that have

characterized their interactions in recent years. [Phil

Star] [Reuters 2]

Amidst these escalating tensions, the broader

geopolitical context looms large, with the United States

closely monitoring developments in the South China

Sea. As a treaty ally of the Philippines, the U.S. has

reiterated its commitment to defending Philippine

interests in the region—a stance that has further

complicated the dynamics of the dispute and raised

the stakes for all parties involved.

Malaysia, Singapore air forces conduct 6th

annual search-and-rescue exercise

(lb) The Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) and the

Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) are currently

engaged in the sixth annual Search-and-Rescue

Exercise (Sarex) Malsing. The exercise, running from

May 7 to 15 at Kuantan Air Base, involves RSAF's

H225M and RMAF's EC725 helicopters, along with their

respective air and ground crews. Participants from

both air forces have been conducting simulated aerial

searches near Pulau Tioman in Malaysia and

performing evacuations of simulated casualties for

immediate medical attention. [The Straits Times]

Sarex Malsing, introduced in 2018, serves to bolster

defense relations and foster closer rapport among

personnel from both air forces. The exercise is part of

ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral ties between

Singapore and Malaysia in defense cooperation.
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Singapore, United Kingdom strengthen

collaboration in sustainable finance,

FinTech

(lb) Singapore and the United Kingdom recently held

the 9th edition of their Financial Dialogue, where they

reaffirmed their commitment to collaborative efforts in

sustainable finance and FinTech innovation. The

dialogue aimed to deepen cooperation through

industry-led business roundtables and roadmap

engagements, reflecting a commitment to advancing

financial resilience and innovation. [Fintech Global]

[GOV.UK]

Discussions revolved around scaling financing for the

net-zero agenda, improving ESG disclosure standards,

and mobilizing private capital for green finance

projects in Asia. Key topics included managing risks in

AI, cryptoassets, and Central Bank Digital Currencys, as

well as enhancing cross-border payment connectivity

and addressing risks in the non-bank financial sector.

United Kingdom delegation visits

Singapore to learn scam prevention,

detection strategies

(lm) A delegation from the United Kingdom visited

Singapore on May 9 to learn about the city-state's

strategies in dealing with scams, including prevention,

detection, and prosecution. Led by nine UK Members

of Parliament and Simon Fell, the British Prime

Minister’s anti-fraud champion, the delegation met

with Minister of State for Home Affairs Sun Xueling,

who also serves as chairwoman of Singapore’s Inter-

Ministry Committee on Scams. [The Straits Times]

They discussed Singapore’s collaborative approach

with private sector stakeholders to combat fraud and

scams. The UK committee also visited the Singapore

Police Force’s Anti-Scam Command (ASCom) to learn

about its work and capabilities. ASCom, an operational

setup, froze over 19,600 bank accounts and recovered

more than USD 100 million in 2023.

In addition to ASCom, the delegation visited other anti-

scam stakeholders in Singapore, including the

Monetary Authority of Singapore, Attorney-General’s

Chambers, banks, telecommunications companies,

and e-commerce platforms. This comprehensive visit

aimed to provide the UK delegation with insights into

Singapore's holistic approach to addressing fraudulent

activities.
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Singapore’s involvement in international platforms

calling for greater collaboration in the global fight

against scams and fraud was also highlighted. In

March, Singapore was among 11 countries that

endorsed a statement released at the inaugural Global

Fraud Summit, pledging stronger collaboration

between countries in combating fraud. This visit

underscores the importance of sharing best practices

and fostering international cooperation in tackling

fraudulent activities.

South Korean president calls for trust in

Seoul-Tokyo relations 

(sh) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol highlighted

the importance of mutual trust between South Korea

and Japan during a press conference on May 9. This

press conference marked Yoon's first extensive

engagement with reporters since taking office two

years ago and follows criticisms of his limited media

interaction.  

During the press conference, Yoon emphasized the

importance of setting forward-looking goals and

exercising patience. Responding to a Japanese

reporter's inquiry, he noted existing differences

between the two nations but stressed the need to

prioritize a better future. Yoon highlighted the

significance of compromises and agreements to

advance shared agendas, particularly concerning

North Korea and economic cooperation in the Indo-

Pacific region. Despite past challenges, Yoon

emphasized the imperative of cooperation for the

benefit of both nations and global society.

Despite acknowledging historical issues as potential

barriers, Yoon emphasized the need to focus on the

future for the benefit of both nations' peoples.

Cooperation on addressing North Korea's nuclear

program and asserting global leadership were also key

points in his address. Yoon's People Power Party faced

a significant defeat in recent elections, with the

opposition maintaining a parliamentary majority. Yoon

announced plans to establish a new ministry aimed at

tackling South Korea's low fertility rate, which hit a

record low in 2023.

He pledged to utilize all available national resources to

address this pressing issue and called for cooperation

from the opposition-led National Assembly to enact

necessary legislative changes.

Yoon’s remarks come as relations between Seoul and

Tokyo have long been strained by opposing



interpretations of their shared history, especially

Japan's colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula from

1910 to 1945. This historical legacy has hindered closer

economic ties and collaboration on common security

challenges, including those posed by North Korea.

[Kyodo News] [Hankyoreh] [Nikkei Asia]

They also as South Korea, Japan and China are

scheduled for a two-day summit in Seoul starting May

26, that would mark the first such trilateral meeting

over four years.

In a related development, South Korean Foreign

Minister Cho Tae-yul met his Chinese counterpart

Wang Yi in Beijing on May 13. Both ministers agreed to

work together to ensure the success of the trilateral

meeting while reaffirming their commitment to

advancing their countries’ bilateral relationship

towards a "healthy and more mature" one. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, South Korea] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea and the US discuss

partnership of cybersecurity

(ac) On May 10, South Korean and U.S. officials held a

cybersecurity meeting in San Francisco to discuss

software supply chain security. The third meeting of

the bilateral Cybersecurity Senior Steering Group (SSG)

was held by South Presidential Office’s Cyber Secretary

Shin Young-seok and Matthew Curtis, White House

National Security Council (NSC) Senior Director for

Cyber Policy.

With South Korea agreeing to provide the U.S. with its

recently announced software supply chain policy, both

parties discussed the potential growing partnership in

cybersecurity issues such as protecting critical

infrastructure, countering global cyber threats, and

reviewing the operational status of the working

groups. [Yonhap News Agency]

Meanwhile, on May 11, South Korea’s National

Intelligence Service disclosed that Seoul’s court

network was hacked by North Korean hacker groups,

known by South Korea and the U.S Intelligence as The

Lazarus Heist.

The hackers stole 1,014 gigabytes of data from a

court's computer system from January 2021 to

February 2023. [NDTV]
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South Korea and China meet ahead of

trilateral meeting

(ac) South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul visited

China to meet with his Chines counterpart Wang Yi on

May 13 to 14 to discuss bilateral issues. Cho’s trip to

Beijing marks the first visit of a South Korean top

diplomat after six years and comes ahead of trilateral

meeting between China, South Korea and Japan that

will be held on May 26 and 27 in Seoul. [Korea

JoongAng Daily]

Both parties exchanged opinions on issues of mutual

interests and discussed ways to strengthen Sino-South

Korean relations, along with the upcoming trilateral

summits, regional and global affairs, as well as security

issues on the Korean Peninsula. While South Korea and

China wanted to improve bilateral ties, China in turn

called for South Korea and China to strengthen their

friendly cooperation and exclude ‘outside influence’.

Without naming the U.S., Wang expressed his hope

that ties between Beijing and Seoul would advance

"without interference," adding that the current

difficulties in bilateral ties do not serve the common

interest of the two countries, in an apparent effort to

caution against Seoul keeping in step with the United

States in global supply chains and other strategic

areas.

In response, Cho reaffirmed that South Korea’s foreign

relations are not a “zero-sum” relation and that

aligning closely with one country would not drift away

from another countries. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

[Global Times]

Cho, in addition, delivered concerns over China’s

forced repatriations of North Korean defectors. This

comes as Human Rights Watch revealed that the

Chinese government forced repatriations of 60 North

Korean defectors on April 26. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea, Cuba discuss diplomatic ties

and establish permanent embassy

(ac) On May 13, Mario Alzugaray Rodriguez, deputy

head of mission of the Embassy of Cuba in China travle

to South Korea to initiate talk on the establishment of

a diplomatic mission in Seoul.

South Korea’s foreign ministry reaffirmed that it would

maintain communication and cooperation to ensure a

smooth process. [Yonhap News Agency]
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In a surprise move, South Korea and Cuba announced

the establishment of diplomatic relations in February,

in what is widely seen as a blow to North Korea has

maintained close ties with Cuba since 1959, hailed by

Pyongyang as “brotherly ties” between two communist

countries (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3).

South Korea and Indonesia are in close

communication for reducing cost sharing

on fighter jet program

(ac) South Korea’s foreign ministry has unveiled that it

is in close communication with the Indonesian

government to reduce the cost sharing for the joint KF-

21 fighter jet program.

Jakarta had recently proposed to cut its share of

payment to USD 442.3 million by 2026, down from the

initial USD 1.16 billion, with Seoul now saying that the

cut may be possible under the condition that fewer

technology transfers to Jakarta will be provided since

the project’s estimated cost is about 500 billion Korean

won (USD 366 million) cheaper than previously

expected.

In 2016, Jakarta agreed on paying 20 percent of the

total development cost of KRW 8.1 trillion (USD 6

billion) in return for receiving one prototype model and

technology transfers that would allow it to produce 48

units in Indonesia. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea vows strong response to

Japanese pressure on internet company

(fg) The South Korean government has vowed to

respond strongly and decisively to any unfair

treatment of South Korean companies abroad.

This comes in response to actions by the Japanese

government, which reportedly pressured Naver, South

Korean biggest internet portal operator, to sell its stake

in LY, the operator of Line, Japan's most widely used

messaging app. LY is jointly controlled by Naver and

Japan's SoftBank. Earlier this year, following a serious

data breach involving user information, the Japanese

government suggested that LY should reconsider its

equity relationship with Naver. This proposal was

interpreted as an attempt to force Naver to reduce its

influence on Line.
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Sung Tae-yoon, director of national policy at the

presidential office, emphasized that the government

has closely consulted with Naver and is willing to

support the company in maintaining its shareholding

and ensuring sound information security.

The opposition accuses the government of passivity

when South Korea's interests are clearly at stake in this

case.

Sung also stressed that constructive dialogue with the

Japanese side will be sought through diplomatic

channels and rejected any form of political framing to

create anti-Japanese sentiment as counterproductive

and damaging. [Yonhap]

Taiwan's military prepared for potential

Chinese maneuvers during Lai's

inauguration

(fg) Taiwan's military has announced that it is fully

prepared should there be any military maneuvers by

China during the inauguration of President Lai Ching-te

on May 20, which could be perceived as provocations

or even threats on the Taiwanese side. [Reuters]

China has recently increased its military presence in

the Taiwan Strait and uses military maneuvers to show

its own strength, as well as to show displeasure for

political or diplomatic developments. This happened,

for example, after the visits of the US. House Speakers

Pelosi and McCarthy in 2022 and 2023.

In Taiwan, there are fears that Lai's inauguration could

be a similar occasion for a Chinese military presence. It

is an open secret that China is not satisfied with the

outcome of the presidential election in January this

year, as the winner Lai of the Democratic Progressive

Party will continue President Lai's China policy. A

course that is more resolutely opposed to China's

claims for Taiwan and the one-China principle.

Ruling expresses concerns over China's

"Fuzhou-Matsu city pass"

(fg) Democratic Progressive Party lawmakers are

concerned about the possible political implications of

the "Fuzhou-Matsu city pass," fearing that China will

use such measures to lure Taiwanese citizens into

supporting unification. [Taiwan News]
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The "Fuzhou-Matsu City Pass" is an initiative of the

Fujian provincial government in China, which has been

offering preferential discounts for Matsu residents to

visit Fuzhou since the end of February. Approximately

3,000 residents of Taiwanese Lienchiang County

(Matsu Islands) have already applied for the

membership card. In addition to travel discounts, the

card also makes it easier for them to enroll their

children in Fuzhou schools. When applying for the

card, personal information such as the Taiwanese ID

card must be submitted to the Chinese authorities.

The Mainland Affairs Council (MAC), Taiwan's highest

authority on cross-strait affairs, has expressed concern

that the Lienchiang County government's support for

the passport application may violate Taiwanese law,

specifically Article 33-1 of the Taiwan-Mainland

Relations Act. This article prohibits any cooperation

with Chinese authorities without the approval of

Taiwan's central government.

The MAC advised the Lienchiang county government to

halt its plans to assist with the passport applications,

which it did. However, reports indicate that recently at

least one batch of membership cards was issued by

the Fujian provincial government. [Taipei Times]

Shortly after Kuomintang faction leader Fu Kun-chi's

visit to China on April 26-28, China's Ministry of Culture

and Tourism announced that it would again allow

Fujian residents to visit the Matsu Islands (see AiR No.

18, April/2024, 5).

Taiwan requests US suicide drones

(fg) Taiwan has made two official requests to the

United States for American "suicide drones" to bolster

its defenses against a potential attack by China.

These drones, also known as "loitering munitions," are

equipped with warheads and can linger in a target area

until a target is identified, at which point they fly

themselves into it.

The first request was for AeroVironment's Switchblade

300, while the second request was for larger drone

models such as the Switchblade 600 or Anduril's

ALTIUS-600. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan is increasingly focusing on acquiring

asymmetric weapons to counter Chinese warships and

tanks. Wars such as the one in Ukraine or between

Armenia and Azerbaijan in 2020 have proven the
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effectiveness of low-cost drones against heavy war

equipment. [Foreign Policy]

In this context, Taiwan has also invested in domestic

drone production, whose drones are said to be

capable of hitting targets up to 149 km away.

U.S. Congress member propose 'Taiwan

Allies Fund' to support countries

pressured by China

(fg) A bipartisan bill has been introduced in the US

Congress by Raja Krishnamoorthi, a member of the

U.S. House of Representatives, to establish a "Taiwan

Allies Fund."

This fund, with a budget of USD 120 million over three

years, is intended to assist countries that are under

pressure from China because of existing diplomatic

relations with Taiwan or are seeking to deepen them.

The fund will provide up to US$5 million per year to

qualified countries to support alternative initiatives to

the Chinese ones in areas such as health, civil society,

media, supply chain management, and promotion of

Taiwan in international organizations. [scmp]

Taiwan now has official diplomatic relations with only

12 countries. Since President Tsai Ing-wen took office

in 2016, ten countries have severed diplomatic ties.

The most recent was the island nation of Nauru, which

broke off relations with Taiwan just two days after

Taiwan's presidential election in January, adopting the

one-China policy as interpreted by Beijing (see AiR No.

3, January/2024, 3). Taiwan's foreign minister, Joseph

Wu, accuses China of further isolating Taiwan and is

already seeking influence in two other countries.

[Taiwan News]

Particularly sensitive is the case of Lithuania, where

since 2021 the representative office of Taiwan is called

"Taiwanese Representative Office" instead of the usual

"Taipei Office". This has worsened relations with China,

which has sanctioned imports from Lithuania. A

possible name change was discussed before the

Lithuanian presidential elections. [LRT]

Taiwan and Philippines discuss maritime

security cooperation
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(fg) Taiwan and the Philippines are discussing ways for

their coast guards to work together. Currently, officers

from the Philippine Maritime Patrol Agency are being

trained since 2021. In this context they are also

discussing how to formalize this cooperation.

The Taiwanese side has been working on a

Memorandum of Understanding on maritime security

since 2020, but nothing has been signed yet. The

cooperation so far has taken place within a framework

without a formal declaration. [Taiwan News] [Liberty

Times News, in Chinese].

Like Taiwan, the Philippines has recently experienced

rising tensions with China. There is great concern in

Manila that China may extend its so-called gray zone

tactics to the South China Sea, most which it claims. 

Recent clashes between the Chinese coast guard and

Philippine patrol boats off the disputed Scarborough

Shoal show this. The Chinese side damaged two

Philippine boats with water cannons (see AiR No. 19,

May/2024, 1).

Taiwan and Australia sign agreement to

enhance scientific and technological

cooperation

(fg) Taiwan and Australia have signed a scientific and

technological cooperation agreement in Canberra. The

signing took place by the Taiwanese representative in

Australia, Douglas Hsu, and the Australian

representative in Taiwan, Robert Fergusson.

The agreement, which was reached after six months of

discussions, includes 22 programs in the fields of

information and communication technology,

semiconductor technology, biotechnology and

sustainable development.

It is an extension of the Memorandum of

Understanding signed in 2012 and aims to promote

scientific research and the exchange of talent between

the two countries. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan donates USD 500,000 for Gaza aid

(fg) Taiwan has donated USD 500,000 to the

international NGO Mercy Corps. The organization is

helping people in the Gaza Strip who are suffering

from the war between Israel and Hamas. The donation

will be used to help provide necessities such as food,

clean water, clothing and tents. [Focus Taiwan]
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Chinese delegation to visit Thailand for

new round of submarine negotiations

(lm) A Chinese delegation, including military officials,

will visit Thailand on May 15 to negotiate a long-

pending submarine purchase deal that was supposed

to supply the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) with an S26T Yuan-

class submarine under a 2017 agreement. [Bangkok

Post]

The original agreement hit a snag when China couldn't

provide the contracted submarine with a German-

made diesel engine due to Berlin’s restrictions on such

engines being used in Chinese military hardware.

Consequently, Beijing proposed a Chinese-made

engine as an alternative. After Sutin Klungsang,

representing the coalition-core Pheu Thai Party,

became the defence minister in September last year,

he announced the following month to shelve the navy's

submarine purchase plan with China and pushed for

procuring a frigate from China instead.

Speaking against this backdrop, Sutin now stated that

two options will be discussed during the negotiations

next week. One is to cancel the submarine deal and

replace it with a frigate plus compensation, while the

other involves China's proposal to substitute the

initially required German-made submarine engine with

a Chinese-made engine, along with a better

compensation deal.

Gen Somsak Roongsita, advisor to the Defence

Minister and chair of the RTN's submarine

procurement review committee, will represent

Thailand at the negotiations. Additionally,

representatives from the Ministry of Commerce will

attend to explore the incorporation of Thailand's offset

policy into the submarine deal, which mandates

reciprocal trade benefits in military hardware

procurement. Approval of the use of Chinese-made

engines in the first submarine could pave the way for

the RTN's plan to purchase two additional submarines

from China.

Thai ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra met

with Malaysia’s Anwar Ibrahim to discuss

Deep South, Myanmar

(lm) Thaksin Shinawatra, a former Thai prime minister

and the de facto leader of the country’s ruling Pheu

Thai Party, reportedly convened with Malaysian Prime
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Minister Anwar Ibrahim during a recent trip to

Thailand's southern province of Phuket. Discussions

purportedly revolved around the insurgency in

Thailand's southern provinces bordering Malaysia, as

well as the ongoing civil conflict in neighboring

Myanmar. [Bangkok Post]

Of note, the possible meeting with Anwar took place

after Thaksin reportedly held informal meetings with

leaders of ethnic minority groups and their armed

forces in Myanmar, as well as with representatives of

the National Unity Government (NUG), the civilian

government in exile. The meetings, said to have

occurred in the past two months in Chiang Mai and

Bangkok, aimed to address armed conflict issues. [AiR

No. 19, May/2024, 1]

The informality of these engagements, coupled with

Thaksin's lack of an official position within the current

government, has raised concerns about potential

confusion regarding Thailand's role in Myanmar's

peace restoration efforts. Consequently, Thailand's

House Committee on State Security and Border Affairs

plans to conduct further investigations into these

reports. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand expects conclusion of FTA with

European Union this year

(lm) Thailand is aiming to finalize a free trade

agreement (FTA) with the European Union this year, as

efforts are underway to address commitments

regarding the control of illegal, unreported, and

unregulated (IUU) fishing. Jakkapong Sangmanee, the

Minister to the Prime Minister's Office, has expressed

this expectation. [Bangkok Post]

Negotiations for the FTA between the EU and Thailand

were restarted in March 2023. The initial round of talks

occurred in September 2023 in Brussels, followed by a

second round this January in Bangkok.

Saudi commerce minister meets with Thai

health, labor ministers

(lm) Saudi Commerce Minister Majid bin Abdullah al-

Kassabi held meetings with Thai officials in Bangkok

last week to enhance bilateral cooperation. [Bangkok

Post]

On May 9, discussions with Thailand's Public Health

Ministry, led by Minister Somsak Thepsuthin and
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Permanent Secretary Opas Karnkawinpong, focused

on bolstering their public health collaboration.

Additionally, Minister al-Kassabi met with Thailand’s

Labour Minister Pipat Ratchakitprakarn on May 8 to

explore opportunities for economic cooperation.

Minister Pipat expressed interest in increasing the

number of skilled Thai workers sent to Saudi Arabia,

particularly in sectors such as tourism and healthcare.

Closed dam in Vietnam is leading to dry

river beds in Cambodia

(wn) Cambodian residents living downstream of a dam

near the country’s border with Vietnam are grappling

with severe water shortages as Hanoi has ceased

water flow for the past two months. This halt in water

release has significantly impacted the water levels of

the Sesan River, a crucial tributary of the Mekong River,

leaving nearly 60 villages in Cambodia struggling to

cope. [Radio Free Asia]

Concerned by the crisis, residents have urged the

Cambodian government to engage in dialogue with

Vietnamese authorities about the Sesan Yali Dam's

operation. However, despite these appeals, there has

been little action from authorities, leaving communities

feeling marginalized.

It is worth noting that this development comes at a

time when Vietnam is routinely requesting Cambodia

to collaborate in evaluating the environmental and

water resource impacts of the Funan Techo canal

project. This USD 1.7 billion project, set to connect

Cambodia’s southern coast with Phnom Penh, is seen

by Cambodia as a way to lessen its dependency on

Vietnamese ports and achieve cost savings. Vietnam,

however, is concerned about potential adverse effects

on the water flows into its Mekong Delta, a vital rice-

growing area. [AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1]

Vietnam, Australia work toward

sustainable development of trade

(wn) Vietnam’s Ambassador to Australia, Pham Hung

Tam, met with a delegation from the Australia Vietnam

Business Council (AVBC) to discuss enhancing bilateral

cooperation. [Vietnam Plus]

AVBC President Dinh Kiem highlighted the recent

upgrade of relations between the two countries to a

comprehensive strategic partnership, emphasizing
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collaboration in trade, investment, education, tourism,

innovation, and technology.

The ambassador, in turn, proposed closer business

connections and assistance for Vietnamese provincial

delegations in trade and investment promotion,

particularly in areas like semiconductor engineering

and clean energy transition. He also suggested AVBC

collaboration with Australian states to facilitate

Vietnamese students studying in Australia.

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

15 May 2024 @ 8:00-9:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

CPG Event Series on Peace and Security in

Asia

China’s Belt and Road Initiative Ten Years

On: Perspectives from Cambodia, Nepal, &

Sri Lanka

This webinar will assess China’s Belt and Road Initiative

by examining the viewpoints of three smaller partner

nations in South and Southeast Asia: Cambodia, Sri

Lanka, and Nepal. Cambodia, Sri Lanka, and Nepal are

a selection of countries that are at different points of

engagement with the BRI, and whose relationship and

perspective on the project entails different

opportunities as well as risks, thus providing an apt

representation of its diversity.

For more information, see [CPG].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etydltd-l-idu/


15 May 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Italian Institute

For International Political Studies, Italy

Black Sea: Conflicting Ambitions and

Power Projections

This event aims to analyze the geopolitical, security,

and economic challenges confronting the Black Sea

region today, considering its interconnection with the

Aegean and Mediterranean seas, as well as its critical

importance to a multitude of stakeholders.

For more information, visit [ISPI].

15 May 2024 @ 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT+2),

Egmont Royal Institute for International Relations,

Belgium

Protecting civilians and mitigating harm:

a strategic imperative in West Africa

The political landscape in Africa has been evolving over

the last few years, but one issue remains constant –

the need to protect civilians and improve their security.

This is especially important as civilians are often caught

between armed opposition groups, state and

multinational defence and security forces, private

security companies, and other actors. Vianney

Bisimwa, the Africa & Middle East Director at the

Center for Civilians in Conflict, will provide an overview

of the challenges currently facing civilians in the Sahel,

East Africa, and Nigeria. He will also share lessons

learned from CIVIC’s work with communities and

armed forces across the continent. 

For more information, visit [Egmont].

15 May 2024 @ 3:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish

Institute for International Studies, Denmark

The impact of the Gaza war on the Middle

East

This seminar will discuss the broad impact of the war

on the region. Where do the Arab states stand in this

area of conflict, both those that have established

diplomatic relations with Israel and those that have

not? How is the conflict discussed in Arab and Iranian

media and what are the debates among Middle

Eastern populations? The conflict is pushing an

increasing difference between the West and the Global
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South in interpreting the global order. How is the

situation discussed by Arab intellectuals and what

geopolitical consequences can be drawn for the Middle

East in international politics?

For more information, visit [DIIS].

15 May 2024 @ 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Foreign

Policy Research Institute, USA

US Energy Policy: Walking the Geopolitical

Tightrope

The United States faces a strategic dilemma. The US

wishes to transition from fossil fuels, seeing a clear

linkage between continued large-scale use and climate

change. However, the US also does not wish to

handicap its energy-fueled economy, nor empower

hostile and/or repressive regimes that control critical

commodities in the process. Editor Nikolas Gvosdev

will be joined by Douglas A. Ollivant to discuss these

and other important questions raised in

Ollivant's article in the Winter 2024 Issue. 

For more information, visit [FPRI].

15 May 2024 @ 9:30- 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), American

Enterprise Institute, USA

Avoiding Another Eurozone Debt Crisis: A

Discussion of Charles Dallara’s

“Euroshock”

Join AEI’s Desmond Lachman and experts as they

discuss what the Greek experience might teach

policymakers about how to avoid another eurozone

sovereign debt crisis. They will also examine how to

best handle such a crisis if it were to occur.

For more information, visit  [AEI].

15 May 2024 @ 2:30- 3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), American

Enterprise Institute, USA

Countering Campus Antisemitism: A

Bipartisan Conversation with Reps. Mike

Lawler (R-NY) and Ritchie Torres (D-NY)
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Join Reps. Mike Lawler (R-NY) and Ritchie Torres (D-NY)

for a bipartisan discussion with AEI’s Danielle Pletka on

countering campus antisemitism, the representatives’

recent College Oversight and Legal Updates Mandating

Bias Investigations and Accountability Act to empower

the Department of Education on antisemitism

monitoring, and how lawmakers should address the

rising tide of antisemitism in society and politics.

For more information, visit  [AEI].

15 May 2024 @ 12:00 -3:30 p.m. (GMT+2), South

African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA),

South Africa

South Africa’s New Voting System and

Launch of the State Capture Commission

Special Report

Join SAIIA for a workshop that will unpack the ins and

outs of South Africa’s new voting system to be

introduced during the 29 May elections. To help you

grasp this groundbreaking change, the workshop will

delve into the following three aspects: Understanding

the New Voting System| Exploring the Nexus of

Elections and Foreign Policy| Special Report

Launch.

For more information, visit  [SAIIA].

15 May 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

How Russia's Propaganda Narrative

Shaped Western Perceptions of its War on

Ukraine

Russia's propaganda narrative in the 2014-2021

period, especially the "saving persecuted Russian

speakers" slogan, was very effective in promoting tacit

Western acceptance of the invasion of the Crimean

Peninsula, the invasion of the Donbas, and of Kremlin

mantras such as "failed state", "corrupt society" and so

on. What more can Ukraine do to successfully

persuade the world of the genocidal nature of Russia's

goals? How should we respond to Russia's internal

propagandists? AIIA Victoria invites you to join Dr

Michael Lawriwsky to explore these important

questions.

For more information, visit  [AIIA].
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15 May 2024 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

US-India relations and the Indo-Pacific

India’s presidency of the G20 in 2023 highlighted the

country’s role as an emerging power with global

ambitions. Under the Biden administration the US-

India strategic partnership has also taken on greater

significance, as the US and India have strengthened

defence partnerships and increased cooperation

through high-level meetings of the Quadrilateral

Security Dialogue (Quad). This roundtable will analyse

the significance and implications of the US-India

relationship.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

15 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

US-Nigeria Partnership in the Changing

Global Arena: A Conversation with the

Foreign Minister of Nigeria, H. E. Amb. Y.

M. Tuggar

Join this event for a conversation following the recently

concluded sixth US-Nigeria Binational Commission

(BNC). Established in 2010, the BNC is a premier

platform to promote strategic dialogue between the

governments of the U.S. and Nigeria to expand

cooperation and advance shared goals. The Minister

will share his insights on US-Nigeria partnership in the

changing global arena and discuss Nigeria’s

new foreign policy vision focused on strengthening

areas of democracy, development, demography, and

diaspora engagement. 

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

15 May 2024 @ 2:00 -3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Policing in Africa: Imperatives to

Peacebuilding

In this event, Mr. Meressa Kahsu Dessu will discuss the

need for a stronger and more unified continental

police organization within the African Union to mitigate
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ongoing, emerging, and new security challenges across

the continent. The conversation will include policy

recommendations for AU member states and regional

and international stakeholders to establish stronger

mechanisms for continental policing.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

15 May 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Security and stability for the Black Sea

region

Bordered by Ukraine to the north, Russia to the

northeast, and NATO allies and partners to the south

and west, the security of the Black Sea region has risen

to new strategic pre-eminence as an economic,

geopolitical, and military focal point following the start

of Russia’s war of aggression in February 2022. Russia

is a malign actor in the region. It regularly conducts

military operations out of the occupied Crimean

Peninsula, it deploys propaganda, subversion, and

disinformation tactics to hamper regional alignment

with the West, and it has disrupted commercial

shipping—threatening the stability and security of the

littoral Black Sea states and broader Euro-Atlantic

region. Join the event to learn more about this.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

15 May 2024 @ 10:10 – 11:00 a.m. (GMT+3), Institute

for Security Studies, USA

33rd Commission on Crime Prevention

and Criminal Justice: Illegal Firearms

Trade within Africa

At this side event, data from the 2023 Africa Organised

Crime Index will provide context for detailed insights

into arms trafficking prevalence and vulnerabilities.

For more information, visit [ISS].

16 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

a New American Security, USA

One Year In: DIU 3.0 and the Path Forward
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Join the event for a virtual discussion with Mr. Doug

Beck. Hosted by Fellow Andrew Metrick, Executive

Director of the CNAS Defense Technology Task Force,

this conversation will reflect upon Mr. Beck’s first year

as DIU Director and look ahead to the implementation

and impact of DIU 3.0.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

16 May 2024 @ 5:00-6:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Stockholm

International Peace Research Institute, Sweden

Gaza, Sudan, Ukraine and beyond: What is

the path to peace and human security?

On the occasion of the spring meeting of SIPRI’s

international Governing Board, SIPRI will host a

discussion on Gaza, Sudan, Ukraine, and beyond. The

conversation will present and explore views from

Africa, Asia, Europe, and the USA on the prospects for

making progress toward peace and human security.

For more information, visit [sipri].

16 May 2024 @ 9:30 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Connecting the Atlantic and Indo-Pacific:

Northeast Asia’s Growing Cooperation

with NATO

With 2024 marking NATO’s 75th anniversary, join

Stimson Center’s Korea and Japan Programs for a

discussion of the growing cooperation between NATO

and key U.S. allies in Northeast Asia.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

16 May 2024 @ 3:00- 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Global Development, USA

A Conversation with Amb. Yusuf Tuggar,

Nigeria’s Minister of Foreign Affairs

Join the event where CGD’s Gyude Moore will host a

conversation with Minister Tuggar to discuss Nigeria’s

new foreign policy initiative, as well as some of the

major economic and political challenges facing the

country.
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For more information, visit  [CGD].

16 May 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The Ash

Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation,

USA

AI and the 2024 Elections

Join the GETTING-Plurality Research Network at the

Ash Center’s Allen Lab and Connection Science at MIT

Media Lab for a workshop series event focused on “AI

and the 2024 Elections”. In this session, we’ll hear

from Professor Danielle Allen, Harvard; Professor

Sandy Pentland, MIT; and Professor Nate Persily,

Stanford; who each bring a unique perspective to AI

and elections through the lens of philosophy,

technology, law, and politics. Each presenter will give a

lightning talk, followed by an audience Q&A.

For more information, visit  [Ash Center].

16 May 2024 @ 2:00 -3:30 p.m. (GMT+8), Yusof Ishak

Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Delhi, Bangkok, and Naypyidaw: Choices,

Concerns, and Options

The ISEAS Myanmar Studies Programme invites two

analysts to discuss the choices, concerns, and options

for Delhi and Bangkok in their continuing interactions

with Naypyidaw as the 2021 coup aftermath enters a

fourth year.

For more information, visit  [ISEAS].

16 May 2024 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

Spotlight on Darfur: The implications of

ongoing conflict and atrocities

At this event, the panelists will discuss the conflict

dynamics and atrocities being committed in Darfur,

including their implications for inter-communal

cohesion. Discussions will also address the challenges

faced by humanitarian organizations in Darfur and the

implications for the unfolding humanitarian crisis

across the country more widely.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].
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16 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Preserving and Strengthening Democracy

in Latin America

Join the conversation where Ambassador Mark Green

will moderate a conversation with General Richardson

to discuss the strategic importance and the state of

democracy in Latin America as well as regional security

and combatting transnational organized crime.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

16 May 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Wilson Center, USA

Gates Forum: Why Reinvigorating US

Development Assistance is Essential to

America’s National Interests

In this signature conversation, Secretary Gates and

Wilson Center President & CEO Mark Green reflect on

what is needed to revitalize America’s development

toolkit and why now is the time for action. Dr. Nancy J.

Walker, Senior Advisor for Programs and Public Policy

fellow will provide remarks and Samantha Custer,

AidData Director of Policy Analysis and lead architect of

the Gates Forum research volume, will moderate the

discussion of the new report and its long-term

implications. 

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

16 May 2024 @ 12:00 – 1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Stanford

University, USA

Climate Change and Political Behavior in

the Global South

How does climate volatility alter citizen demands,

change voting behavior, and affect the long-term

reputation of elected (and unelected) officials? Does

this effect come primarily through the economic

damages caused by climate volatility or through

alternative channels? Are they persistent or transitory?

Join the event to learn more.

For more information, visit [Stanford].
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17 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

a New American Security, USA

Developing Drone and Counter-Drone

Capabilities with The Hon. Gabe

Camarillo, Under Secretary of the Army

Join the event for a virtual fireside chat with the

Honorable Gabe Camarillo, Under Secretary of the

Army, moderated by Dr. Stacie Pettyjohn, Senior Fellow

and Director of the CNAS Defense Program. This

conversation will broadly discuss the Army’s

development of drone and counter-drone capabilities,

drawing on lessons the Army has learned from the

ongoing war in Ukraine.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

17 May 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

The future of cyber on the African

continent; a conversation with Kenya's PS

Tanui

Join this event for a conversation with Eng. John Tanui,

Principal Secretary of Kenya's Ministry of Information,

Communications, and the Digital Economy. CSIS's Emily

Harding, Director of the Intelligence, National Security,

and Technology (INT) Program, will join PS Tanui to

discuss cybersecurity trends and Kenya's role as a

regional leader in this space. Topics of conversation

will also include Kenya's efforts to build a Digital

Superhighway, emerging technologies, and the future

of cyber.

For more information, visit  [CSIS].

17 May 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Road to Washington: General Christopher

Cavoli on the NATO Summit

At this event a recipient of the 2024 Atlantic Council

Distinguished Leadership Award, discusses the

upcoming 2024 NATO Summit, allied strategies to

counter renewed Russian revanchism amid Moscow’s
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ongoing war in Ukraine, and efforts to modernize the

Alliance’s capabilities.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

20 May 2024 @ 12:00 -1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

UNRWA’s Role in Gaza and the Middle East

Join the event as the experts explore United Nations

Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in its earliest days

and its role today in Gaza and the Middle East. Our

panel of experts will also explore recent allegations of

bias — and whether these allegations can be

substantiated — as well as the viability of UNRWA

without U.S. support.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

20 May 2024 @ 4:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Outcomes and Implications of the 2024

Solomon Islands Election

To assess the implications of this election's result both

domestically and internationally, please join CSIS

Senior Fellow Kathryn Paik for a discussion with Alan

Tidwell, Anouk Ride, Anna Powles, and Tarcisius

Kabutaulaka. 

For more information, visit  [CSIS].

20 May 2024 @ 12:00 -1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Middle East

Institute, USA

US Policy on Iran: Examining the

Opportunities to Build a New Bipartisan

Strategy

With increased Iranian threats to US interests and

allies in the Middle East, as illustrated by the mid-April

direct missile exchanges between Iran and Israel, the

formulation of a clear, bipartisan US policy is urgently

needed to deter or blunt Iran’s nefarious activities

domestically, regionally, and on the nuclear front. But

how can US policymakers across the ideological

spectrum agree on a broadly acceptable yet effective
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approach to Iran? Can the Iranian regime be

encouraged or induced to change its behavior? And

what role might reformist factions of the regime in

Tehran as well as Iranian society and diaspora play in

this effort? Join the event to learn more.

For more information, visit  [MEI].

20 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof

Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

The Party of Hardship: What Shaped

Malaysia’s People Justice Party (PKR) from

1999 to 2022

Based on archival research and informant interviews,

this webinar will analyse the evolution of the party

over four periods: formation (1999-2004); golden era

(2005-2013); consolidation and pursuit of power (2014-

2018); and victory within constraints (2019-2022).

For more information, visit  [ISEAS].

20 May 2024 @ 4:00 -5:30 p.m. (GMT+8), Yusof Ishak

Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Special ASEAN Roundtable: ASEAN-

Australia Relations for the Next 50 Years

A high-level panel comprising H.E. Allaster Cox,

Australian High Commissioner to Singapore; Ms Karen

Ong, Deputy Director-General of the ASEAN

Directorate at Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

Professor Nicholas Farrelly, Pro Vice-Chancellor at the

University of Tasmania; and Ms Sharon Seah, Senior

Fellow and Coordinator of the ASEAN Studies Centre at

ISEAS will discuss the report’s findings. The discussion

will cover contemporary issues including the Quad and

the emergence of new minilaterals, as well as new

AUKUS developments.

For more information, visit  [ISEAS].

20 May 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

Republican foreign policy for a new Cold

War
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How would US policy towards China change under a

Republican administration? How would a conservative

foreign policy strategy help the US combat present-day

challenges? This panel will analyze how US policy

towards China may change under a Republican

administration.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

20 May 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Wilson Center, USA

Statelet of Survivors: The Making of a

Semi-Autonomous Region in Northeast

Syria with Dr. Amy Austin Holmes

Join the Wilson Center’s Middle East Program for a

discussion with the author, Dr. Amy Austin Holmes,

about the remarkable story of the people who both

triumphed over ISIS and created a model of

decentralized governance in Syria that could eventually

be expanded if Assad were to ever fall.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

20 May 2024 @ 3:00 -4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Discussing Mexico's Third Presidential

Debate

Mexican Presidential Candidates will participate in the

third debate of the 2024 election cycle on Sunday, May

19. To analyze and discuss the proposals put forward

by each candidate and their visions for Mexico, the

Mexico Institute will host representatives and/or

members of Congress from all three presidential

campaigns. Moderated by Mexico Institute's Acting

Director, Lila Abed, this discussion will include an

overview of where the candidates stand after the third

debate. Join the Mexico Institute for this informative

and exciting discussion.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

21 May 2024 @ 4:00-6:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium
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Economic choices for Europe: EU

leadership debate 2024

Join this hybrid event where Bruegel and the Financial

Times host lead candidates for the 2024 European

elections for a debate on crucial economic topics.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].      

21 May 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Asia

Society Policy Institute, USA

Rapid Reactions to the Taiwanese

Presidential Inauguration

On May 20, 2024, Taiwan will inaugurate President-

elect Lai Ching-te and Vice-President-elect Hsiao Bi-

Khim. Lai will give his much-anticipated inaugural

address, laying out his vision for governing Taiwan in

which he may offer a new formula for the Democratic

Progressive Party’s (DPP) approach to cross-Strait

relations. Join this online event for a roundtable with

leading experts who will dissect what the address

might mean for Taiwan, China, and the United States.

For more information, visit [Asia Society].

21 May 2024 @ 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Fraser Institute,

Canada

The Mirage of Swedish Socialism: The

Economic History of a Welfare State

Sweden is famous as the example of socialism that

actually works, but the story is more complicated than

that. Join Johan Norberg as he presents how Sweden

got rich and how it eventually experimented with

socialism but came to regret it. This webinar will

include a 30-minute presentation followed by a 15-

minute question and answer period where attendees

will have the opportunity to ask questions directly to

the presenter.

For more information, visit [Fraser].

21 May 2024 @ 5:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT-4), United States

Institute of Peace, USA
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A Conversation with Lakhdar Brahimi:

Reflections on Diplomacy and Peace

Join USIP for a conversation with Brahimi that will

explore his remarkable diplomatic career, the

complexities of modern conflict resolution, and his

thoughts on how nations can work together to build a

more peaceful and prosperous world. 

For more information, visit [USIP].

21 May 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

From Genocide to One of the Fastest

Growing Economies: Dissecting Rwanda's

Post-Genocide Recovery

Join the event with the High Commissioner of Rwanda

to Australia and Singapore, H.E. Jean de Dieu

Uwihanganye, who will discuss the recovery and

economic development of Rwanda since the genocide

against the Tutsi, three decades ago.

For more information, visit [AIIA].

Recent Book Releases

Jian Chen, Zhou Enlai: A Life, Belknap Press, 840

pages, published May 7, 2024. For a review, see [The

Los Angeles Review of Books].

Daniel Chandler, Free and Equal: A Manifesto for a

Just Society, Knopf, 416 pages, published May 7, 2024.

For a review, see [The New York Times Review of

books].

Jonna Mendez, In True Face: A Woman's Life in the

CIA, Unmasked, PublicAffairs, 320 pages, published

March 5, 2024. For a review, see [The Foreign Affairs

Review of books].

Armen Sarkissian, The Small States Club: How Small

Smart States Can Save the World, Hurst,  272 pages,

published March 1, 2024. For a review, see [The

Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Dale C. Copeland, A World Safe for Commerce:

American Foreign Policy from the Revolution to the

Rise of China, Princeton University Press, 504 pages,
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published February 6, 2024.  For a review, see [The

Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Dahlia Scheindlin, The Crooked Timber of Democracy

in Israel: Promise Unfulfilled, De Gruyter, 277 pages,

published December 4, 2023. For a review, see [The

Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Robert Service, Blood on the Snow The Russian

Revolution 1914-1924, Picador USA, 496 pages,

published November 9, 2023. For a review, see [The

Guardian Review of Books].

Yascha Mounk, The Identity Trap: A Story of Ideas

and Power in Our Time, Penguin Press, 416 pages,

published September 26, 2023.  For a review, see [The

Guardian Review of Books].

Tania Branigan, Red Memory: The Afterlives of

China's Cultural Revolution, W. W. Norton & Company,

304 pages, published May 9, 2023. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Alasdair Roberts, Superstates: Empires of the

Twenty-First Century, Polity, 224 pages, published

February 13, 2023.  For a review, see [The Foreign

Affairs Review of books].

Philip Taubman, In the Nation’s Service: The Life and

Times of George P. Shultz, Stanford University Press,

504 pages, published January 10, 2023.  For a review,

see [The Foreign Affairs Review of books].

Calls

The Open University of Catalonia invites paper

proposals for its international conference “The

Crossroad of International Environmental Law

Enforcement,” to be held on December 2-3, 2024. The

deadline for abstract submission is July 1, 2024. For

more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Florida State University College of Law and Loyola

University Chicago School of Law invite paper

proposals for the Fifteenth Annual Constitutional Law

Colloquium, to be held on November 15-16m 2024, at

Florida State University College of Law. The deadline

for abstract submission is June 18, 2024. For more

information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Evaluation Consultant: Governance,

Elections and Rule of Law to be based in UNDP-HQ – in

the USA. Applications are accepted until May 31, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Participatory Governance and

Community Engagement Specialist to be based in Lviv,

Ukraine. Applications are accepted until May 24, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Anti-Corruption Analyst. Applications

are accepted until May 23, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Youth Engagement and Governance

Officer to be based in Ha Noi, Vietnam. Applications

are accepted until May 21, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Intern [Democratic

Governance and Peace Building] to be based in Addis

Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until May

20, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP]. 

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Justice Officer to be based in

Yerevan, Armenia. Applications are accepted until May

25, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP]. 

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultance in National/Policy

/ Legal And Institutional Framework. Applications are

accepted until May 27, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP]. 

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Legal Intern to be based in

Kyiv, Ukraine.  Applications are accepted until May 23,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an International Technical

Expert on the Legal Framework for Addressing Missing

Per. Applications are accepted until May 21, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Communication Consultant

(Peacebuilding/Conflict Prevention). Applications are

accepted until May 19, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a  PBU-Peace Building Facilitator to be

based in Gambia. Applications are accepted until May

22, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks an Intern

- Public Information. This position is hybrid and part-

time. Applications are accepted until May 22, 2024.

More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks an

Evidence Reviewer- Military. This is a remote position.

Applications are accepted until May 23, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Chief of

Section (Chief, Communications and Results Reporting

Section). This position is located in the United Nations

Development Coordination Office (UNDCO)

Applications are accepted until May 23, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Senior Political Affairs Officer. Applications are

accepted until June 21, 2024. More information is

provided at [UN Secretariat].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a

Consultant to join the Due Diligence Unit, which is

based at WFP’s headquarters in Rome. Applications are

accepted until May 30, 2024. More information is

provided at [WFP].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Crisis & Safety Coordinator. Applications are

accepted until July 10, 2024. More information is

provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Finance Officer. This is a hybrid position.

Applications are accepted until May 23, 2024. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Resettlement Manager. Applications are

accepted until July 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Peace-building and Governance Coordinator to

be based in  Somalia. Applications are accepted until

June 7, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The World Bank is looking for a Program Assistant -

Administration/Office Support. Applications are
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accepted until May 24, 2024. More information is

provided at [World Bank].

The World Bank is looking for a Senior Financial

Management Specialist – Governance. Applications are

accepted until May 28, 2024. More information is

provided at [World Bank].

The World Bank is looking for a Lead Economist to be

based in Washington, USA. Applications are accepted

until May 30, 2024. More information is provided at

[World Bank].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Resource Mobilization and Partnership Expert.

Applications are accepted until May 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Project Officer to be based in Bangkok. Applications

are accepted until May 30, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

candidate to fill the position of the Director of Office

and UNESCO Representative to Iraq. Applications are

accepted until June 14, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Partnerships Specialist. Applications

are accepted until May 31, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an NDC Partnership In-Country

Facilitator. Applications are accepted until May 26,

2024. More information is provided at [UNOPS].

The University of Edge Hill is looking for a

Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Politics. Applications are

accepted until June 7, 2024. More information is

provided at [Edge Hill].

The School of Public Services at Leeds City College is

looking for an enthusiastic Law and Politics Teacher to

join the team. Applications are accepted until May 26,

2024. More information is provided at [Leeds].

The School of Politics and International Relations at

Queen Mary University of London seeks a Lecturer in

Comparative Politics. Applications are accepted until
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May 26, 2024. More information is provided at [Queen

Mary].

The School of Government and International Affairs

at Durham University seeks to hire an Assistant

Professor in Political Theory. Applications are

accepted until June 7, 2024. More information is

provided at [Durham].

The University of Oxford - Trinity College is looking

for a Stipendiary Lectureship in Politics. Applications

are accepted until May 28, 2024. More information is

provided at [Oxford].

The University of Edinburgh - College of Arts,

Humanities & Social Sciences - School of Social and

Political Science is looking for a Research Fellow

(INSPIRE) to carry out the objectives of Work Package

2: Political Economy of Public Participation.

Applications are accepted until May 31, 2024. More

information is provided at [Edinburgh].

The University of Law is looking for a Lecturer/Senior

Lecturer in Law to join their Leeds campus.

Applications are accepted until May 17, 2024. More

information is provided at [Law].

The University of Oxford - Wadham College is

looking for candidates for the position of Fixed Term

Fellowship by Special Election in Law. Applications are

accepted until June 3, 2024. More information is

provided at [Oxford].

Oxford Brookes University is looking for an In-House

Senior Lawyer. Applications are accepted until May

27th, 2024. More information is provided at [Brooks].

The Queen's University Belfast - School of Law is

looking for a Lecturer in the Law of Evidence.

Applications are accepted until June 3, 2024. More

information is provided at [Belfest].

The Department of Society, Culture, and Languages

at Columbus State University invites applications for

a part-time Lecturer of Sociology. Applications are

accepted until June 7, 2024. More information is

provided at [Columbus].

The Department of Government and International

Affairs at Lingnan University is looking for an

Assistant Professor in the field of Comparative

Politics/Asia. Applications are accepted until June 10,

2024. More information is provided at [Lingnan].

The Vellore Institute Of Technology is seeking a

Political Science Professor. Applications are accepted
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until May 26, 2024. More information is provided at

[Vellore].

 

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Anna Chong (ac), Aye Moe Pwint

Phyu, Bintang Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan

Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas

Diecke (fd), Florian Gareis (fg), Hamza Gharfane (hgh),

Henning Glaser (hg), Jason Wang (jw), Jennifer Martinez

(jm), Joseph Black (jb), Laurence Brenner (lb), Lottie van

Wijck (lvw), Lucas Meier (lm), Morten Strantzen (ms), Myat

Sandar Zaw (msz), Nang Su Thiri Win (nw), Pakkanut

Srinives (ps), Saw Lalbwel Htoo (sh), Theodore Griffin (tg),

Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus

Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Wyne Ei Htwe (wh)

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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