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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Eritrea’s,
Georgia's, Guyana's, Jordan's, Montenegro's and Sri
Lanka's Independence Day and Cameroon'’s National
Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Agriculture minister under
investigation

(ms) China's top anti-corruption body, the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), has
launched an investigation into Agriculture Minister
Tang Renjian for suspected violations of Communist
Party discipline and the law, an often-used euphemism
for corruption. This marks the first time a member of
the current Central Committee has come under such
scrutiny.

Tang, 61, has been in his role since December 2020. He
has been a significant figure in China's agricultural
sector since the 1980s, contributing to efforts to
enhance the country’s food security, which under
President Xi Jinping has been elevated to one of the
most important national security concerns. Xi has



called for doubling down on China’s food self-
sufficiency.

Tang's last public appearance was at a rural talent
conference in Shaanxi province last week, where he
inspected agricultural innovations and farmer training
programs. Tang's career has included various roles
within the agricultural ministry and provincial
governments, such as serving as governor of Gansu
province from 2017 to 2020. As agriculture minister, he
has supported policies aimed at increasing crop
production and improving food security, including the
implementation of the Seed Law in March 2022 to
reduce dependency on international imports and
enhance innovation in the seed industry.

The CCDI's announcement on May 18 provided no
specific details about the allegations against Tang.
However notable in the proceeding is that it is unusual
for a high-ranking official to be investigated without
first being removed from their position.

Tang's investigation follows a series of anti-corruption
measures targeting senior officials. Recent cases
include former Beijing deputy mayor Gao Peng, former
Bank of China chairman Liu Liange, and Cui Maohu,
former director of the National Religious Affairs
Administration. [Nikkei Asia] [South China Morning
Post] [Xinhua 1]

In addition to Tang, Lou Wenlong, former vice
president of the Agricultural Bank of China is also
under investigation for allegations related to
corruption. Itis not clear how far these cases are
related. [Xinhua 2]

However, officials outside the agricultural industry are
also facing persecution, with the arrest of former
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) vice-
president Zhang Hongli ordered by the Supreme
People's Procuratorate (SPP). Also, Ji Binchang,
formerly a senior municipal political advisor in
Qingdao, east China's Shandong Province, stood trial
on the charge of accepting bribes on May 16, while Qu
Min, former vice chairperson of Heilongjiang Provincial
Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference, has been indicted on charges
of taking bribes. [Xinhua 3] [Xinhua 4] [Xinhua 5]

China: Senior leaders signal economic
focus ahead of key policy meeting

(ms) In a series of nationwide tours, senior members of
China's Politburo Standing Committee have hinted at
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the main topics for the upcoming third plenum, slated
for July after a long delay. These tours are a traditional
precursor to the plenum, which usually will outline
China's economic and social strategies for the next five
to ten years (see AR No. 19, May/2024, 1).

Premier Li Qiang's visit to Xinjiang highlighted the
importance of the region's role in international trade
and energy. Li emphasized strengthening international
exchanges and local industry development, echoing
President Xi Jinping's recent call for accelerated
development in western China.

In eastern Anhui, Li stressed technological self-reliance
and innovation, a theme also echoed by Vice-Premier
Ding Xuexiang in Liaoning. Ding underscored the need
for advanced manufacturing and encouraged stronger
collaboration between businesses, academia, and
research institutions.

Meanwhile, Wang Huning focused on social stability
and ethnic integration during his visit to Guangxi,
promoting Xi's vision of a unified Chinese national
identity among the diverse ethnic groups.

These inspection tours suggest that the third plenum
will prioritize technological advancement, high-quality
development, while securing domestic stability. [South
China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

China: Mixed economic data reveals
industrial strengths, consumer challenges

(ms) China's economic data for April offers a
multifaceted view of the country's economic health,
presenting some promising growth rates while
persistent challenges across various sectors remain.

The National Bureau of Statistics reports a notable 6.7
percent growth in industrial production for April,
surpassing analysts' expectations of a 5.5 percent
increase. This growth is attributed primarily to a
significant expansion in high-tech manufacturing,
including sectors such as 3D printing equipment, new
energy vehicles, and integrated circuits.

However, the consumer demand trend shows a more
dampened image. Retail sales only recorded a modest
increase of 2.3 percent in April, falling short of the
forecast growth of 3.8 percent. Declining car sales and
a sluggish trend in household appliances are
contributing to the subdued consumer sentiment. The
real estate sector also continues to face challenges, as
investment in real estate fell by 9.8 percent in the first
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four months of the year. Efforts to stimulate the
housing market through political intervention have not
yet yielded any significant results.

In response to these economic challenges, the Chinese
government has implemented measures aimed at
bolstering growth and stimulating demand. The
issuance of ultralong-term special treasury bonds
seeks to inject liquidity into strategic projects, while at
the same time pressuring local governments to by
unsold homes (see entry below) aiming to alleviate
inventory burdens and promote market stability (see
AR No. 19, May/2024, 1) [CNBC] [National Bureau of
Statistics] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters] [South China Morning
Post]

China: Local governments to buy unsold
homes to boost indebted property market

(ms) China's Vice-Premier He Lifeng has directed local
governments to purchase unsold homes and idle
residential land to convert them into affordable
housing. This push follows a meeting of the Politburo,
which called for efforts to reduce the excess housing
inventory to stabilize the country's struggling property
market.

The property sector in China, which accounts for about
a fifth of the country's economy and was once its
driving force, has been struggling for years due to a
debt crisis among developers. Despite multiple policy
measures introduced since 2022, the sector remains
weak, impacting consumer spending and confidence,
which had already been weakened by almost three
years of zero-covid. Additionally, banks have been
hesitant to increase credit to the troubled sector,
fearing more bad loans amid weak sales. In April,
home sales by the top 100 developers dropped 45
percent compared to the previous year, according to
data from the China Real Estate Information Corp
(CRIC).

In a step to tackle the property crisis, local
governments are being instructed to buy unsold
homes. This measure is intended to help distressed
developers and provide affordable housing.
Additionally, the central government has allocated USD
41.5 billion to support these purchases and has made
changes to mortgage rates and down-payment
requirements to boost demand.

The plan includes offering special loans ata 1.75
percent interest rate to national lenders to facilitate
these purchases. Another measure is the lowering of
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mortgage rates and down-payment ratios for
homebuyers. The national lower limit on mortgage
rates for first and second homes has been removed,
and down-payment ratios have been reduced to 15
percent and 25 percent respectively. Interest rates on
loans tied to housing provident funds have also been
cut by 0.25 percentage points.

Market reactions to the news have been positive, with
Chinese property stocks seeing gains. The blue-chip
CSI 300 Real Estate index rose, reflecting investor
optimism. However, analysts remain cautious about
the plan's overall impact and feasibility. While the
initiative could help absorb excess inventory in lower-
tier cities, there are concerns about whether local
governments can effectively implement and scale the
plan. Many local governments are already burdened
with significant debt, raising questions about their
financial capacity to support such purchases.

Estimates indicate that the scale of the problem is vast.
In 2023, unsold homes in China covered 3.6 billion
square feet, the highest since 2016. Additionally, tens
of millions of apartments remain unfinished due to
halted construction projects. Analysts at Nomura,
Japan's largest investment bank and brokerage group,
have suggested that the central government may need
to provide substantial funding to ensure the
completion and delivery of these homes.

While the initiative is still in its early stages and faces
several challenges, it represents a significant effort by
the Chinese government to stabilize the property
market. The effectiveness of this strategy will depend
on the financial health of local governments and their
ability to manage and sell the purchased homes,
particularly in lower-demand areas. [Bloomberg] [CNN]
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post 1] [South China
Morning Post 2]

China: Country Garden's winding-up
hearing delayed amid financial turmoil

(ms) The High Court in Hong Kong has delayed the first
hearing of a winding-up petition against the major
mainland Chinese real-estate developer Country
Garden until June 11. The petition, filed by Ever Credit
Ltd, alleges an unpaid debt of USD 205 million. The
adjournment provides Country Garden with an
additional four-week reprieve to address its financial
challenges.

Country Garden, with total liabilities of USD 189 billion,
has been grappling with mounting pressures, including
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defaults on bonds and declining sales figures. The
company's failure to file its 2023 annual report further
compounds its woes, leading to a liquidation petition
in the end of February and a suspension of its shares
trading in Hong Kong since March (see AiR No. 10,
March/2024, 1).

Amidst the legal proceedings, expectations for state
intervention to support the housing market have risen,
with the State Council planning a meeting to unveil
measures aimed at bolstering the sector (see entry
above). However, despite these efforts, Country
Garden's contracted sales plummeted by 83 percentin
April year-on-year, showcasing remaining weak buyer
confidence.

While the company is reassuring its employees and
promising to overcome the crisis with the support of
Beijing's measures, Country Garden faces an uphill
battle to restore investor trust and stabilize its financial
standing, given that its shares has lost 72 percent of
their value over the past year. [Nikkei Asia] [South
China Morning Post]

China: Microsoft asks Chinese-based Al
workers to relocate amid US-China
tensions

(ms) Microsoft is requesting some of its China-based
employees to consider relocating to other countries,
the company confirmed on May 16. According to the
Wall Street Journal, about 700 to 800 employees in
China, mainly those involved in machine learning and
cloud computing, were encouraged to consider moving
abroad. The relocation offer has been extended to
Chinese engineers, with potential destinations
including the U.S., Ireland, Australia, and New Zealand.

This follows a move last year to relocate some top Al
researchers from China to a new research lab in
Vancouver, Canada. While Microsoft reiterated its
commitment to China, assuring that it will continue its
operations there and in other markets, sources
indicate that Microsoft has stopped hiring in China,
which reflects a significant shift in its strategy within
the country.

This decision comes amidst rising tensions between
the US and China over trade and technology such as
artificial intelligence (Al) and semiconductors. The
Biden administration has recently increased tariffs on
various Chinese imports, such as electric vehicle
batteries, computer chips, and medical products (see
article in this edition). Additionally, the U.S. Commerce
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Department is considering new regulations to restrict
the export of proprietary Al models. [Reuters] [South
China Morning Post] [The Wall Street Journal]

China: Aviation ambitions flourish
domestically, but faces turbulence abroad

(ms) China's ambitions in the aviation industry have
been on full display with the recent international debut
of the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China's
(COMAC) C919. Despite the initial success, significant
hurdles remain before the aircraft can truly compete
on the global stage.

The C919, the first Chinese maid commercial airliner
and the flagship the Commercial Aircraft Corporation
of China (COMAC), embarked on its first overseas
demonstration tour in Southeast Asia, showcasing its
capabilities to potential international buyers. This
move marks a significant milestone for China's aviation
industry, signaling its intent to challenge the
dominance of Western giants like Airbus and Boeing.

However, beneath the surface of this achievement lie
numerous challenges that threaten to impede
COMAC's progress. Despite securing over 1,200 orders
primarily from domestic state-owned airlines, the
company faces critical obstacles in obtaining
airworthiness licenses for international markets and
establishing a robust transnational service and repair
network.

Moreover, COMAC's dependence on imported
components poses a significant vulnerability, leaving
the company susceptible to geopolitical risks and
potential disruptions in the global supply chain. While
efforts have been made to localize technology,
achieving true self-sufficiency remains a distant goal,
with several key technologies still reliant on foreign
expertise and resources.

The recent unveiling of COMAC's plans for the next
generation of aircraft, including the development of
the C939 widebody jet, highlights the company's
determination to expand its presence in the global
aviation market. However, questions linger about the
feasibility of these ambitious projects and the ability of
COMAC to overcome existing technological barriers.

The escalating tensions between China and the United
States further compound the challenges facing
COMAC, with the imposition of export controls and
restrictions on technology transfers posing additional
risks to the company's supply chain. [South China
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Morning Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2] [The
James Town Foundation]

China: Incident in trial in Qinghai
exemplifies systemic judicial interference
and dependence

(ms) An incident in northwest China has sparked
outrage among legal professionals and renewed
concerns about the independence of the Chinese
judiciary. On May 11, during a trial in Qinghai
province's Tianjun county court, a judge was
photographed receiving real-time instructions via
WeChat from his superiors, prompting accusations of
blatant judicial interference.

The photograph, taken by Liu Zheng, a lawyer from the
Beijing Zebo Law Firm, shows the judge's computer
screen displaying a WeChat group chat. The
participants included high-ranking judicial officers such
as the director of the Tianjun county court and the
president of the criminal court at Haixi intermediate
court, who were seen directing the judge's actions
during the trial. "Just interrupt" and "be tough, don't
speak randomly," were among the directives given, as
shown in the viral photo.

This incident, which went viral on social media
platform Weibo, led the defending lawyers to report
the matter to the police and demand a probe into
potential judicial malpractice and criminal conduct. In
response, the Qinghai provincial prosecutor’s office
and the Qinghai Higher People’s Court announced
investigations. However, the initial reactions from the
local judiciary were defensive, with the Haixi
intermediate court accusing Liu Zheng of violating
court discipline by taking the photo and asserting that
the case required "key supervision."

The term "key supervision" refers to a practice outlined
in @ 2021 document by the Supreme People’s Court,
which allows for higher scrutiny in specific types of
cases: complex and sensitive cases, those impacting
social stability, potentially conflicting judgments, and
instances of alleged judicial misconduct. However, as
noted by critics, this oversight is not meant to involve
direct interference in the trial process.

Prominent voices within the legal community have
condemned the actions witnessed in Qinghai. Wang
Cailiang, a Beijing-based criminal lawyer, decried the
interference as an undermining of judicial
independence, highlighting the dangers of higher
courts colluding with lower courts, which erodes the
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integrity of the judicial process. Similarly, Tsinghua
University law professor Lao Dongyan criticized the
misuse of "key supervision" as a cover for improper
directives. [South China Morning Post]

The incident in Qinghai is not an isolated case but
rather indicative of broader systemic issues within
China’s judicial system. Over the past decade, China
has undertaken numerous judicial reforms ostensibly
aimed at strengthening judicial autonomy and
accountability. Key reforms included transferring local
court finance and personnel authority to the provincial
level, introducing a personnel quota system to improve
the quality of judges, and emphasizing “lifetime
accountability” for judicial decisions. Additionally,
circuit courts, specialized tribunals, and an online
database of judicial decisions were established to
enhance transparency.

However, these reforms have largely been seen as
efforts to consolidate the Chinese Communist Party's
(CCP) control over the judiciary. The financial
independence of courts remains incomplete, as many
courts still rely on local governments for daily
operations and judges’' compensation. This
dependence is particularly pronounced in less-
developed areas, where local governments provide
critical support for infrastructure and staff.
Consequently, local courts are vulnerable to external
pressures, especially in politically or economically
sensitive cases.

Judicial accountability reforms have granted frontline
judges more autonomy in deciding cases without
needing approval from court leaders. However, the
“lifetime accountability” system has also made judges
more cautious, deterring them from making risky or
controversial decisions to protect their careers.
Informal channels of influence by local governments
and external actors persist, further undermining
judicial independence.

Despite these challenges, some progress has been
made. In less political, especially in civil and
commercial cases, the quality of judicial decision-
making has improved, thanks to the
professionalization of judges and ongoing institutional
development. Yet, in criminal cases, the improvement
has been slower due to the entrenched relationships
among the police, the procuracy, and the courts.
[Cambridge 1] [Cambridge 2] [East Asia Forum]
[National Bureau of Economic Research]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-ji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-jd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-jh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-jk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-ju/

China-Hong Kong: YouTube blocks “Glory
to Hong Kong” after court order

(ms) YouTube, owned by Google, has blocked 32 videos
of the protest song "Glory to Hong Kong" for users in
Hong Kong following a court order. The court ruling,
issued by the Court of Appeal on May 8, bans the song
labeling the song as potentially seditious and capable
of inciting secessionist sentiments (see AiR No. 20,
May/2024, 2).

This decision overturns a previous ruling that had
rejected the government's request for an injunction
based on free speech concerns. The Court of Appeal
supported the government's view that the song, which
emerged during the 2019 pro-democracy protests,
could be used to challenge governmental authority
and insult China's national anthem.

"Glory to Hong Kong" has been removed from
YouTube in Hong Kong, but it remains available on
other platforms like Spotify. YouTube expressed
disappointment with the court's decision and
mentioned that they are considering an appeal to
promote access to information.

The court order bans the broadcasting, performing,
and distribution of the song with seditious intent. This
action is part of a broader effort by Hong Kong
authorities to suppress the song, which gained
attention in November 2022 when it was mistakenly
played at a Rugby Sevens event in South Korea instead
of China's national anthem.

Previously, Hong Kong authorities had asked Google to
remove the song from search results. Google required
a court order to comply with this request. Following
the recent ruling, YouTube has also ensured that links
to these videos are no longer visible in Google search
results for users in Hong Kong.

In addition to the local blocks, some Hong Kong
lawmakers and experts are calling for the song's
removal worldwide, arguing that its message poses a
threat beyond Hong Kong. They stress that compliance
with local laws is essential and that platforms like
YouTube should enforce these rulings globally.

The case is a further signal of the deterioration of the
democratic freedoms of the population in the city,
which, in addition to the civil damage, also makes the
former economic hub of Asia less attractive for foreign
companies and investment due to the fear of legal
prosecution. [Global Times] [Hong Kong Free Press]
[Radio Free Asial
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China-Hong Kong: Allegations of police
coercion on key witness arise in Jimmy Lai
trial

(ms) In the ongoing national security trial of media
mogul Jimmy Lai Chee-ying, his defense team has
raised concerns about potential police coercion of a
key prosecution witness, former Apple Daily publisher
Cheung Kim-hung. The defense alleges that Cheung
may have been coached by police before his
testimony, casting doubt on the integrity of the legal
proceedings.

During recent court proceedings, Lai's defense counsel
sought further information on police interactions with
Cheung after he was charged and detained under the
national security law. It was revealed that Cheung, who
has been in custody since June 2021, offered to
become a prosecution witness shortly after meeting
with a detective from the police's national security
department.

The defense's suspicions were heightened when it was
revealed that police had visited Cheung on multiple
occasions, including one meeting where no written
records were found. Despite denials from the
prosecution, the defense argues that the timing of
Cheung's decision to become a prosecution witness,
just a day after meeting with police, raises concerns
about potential coercion or influence.

Efforts by the defense to recall Cheung to the stand for
further questioning were denied by the court, with
judges asserting that the defense had already been
given ample opportunity to cross-examine the witness.
This decision has sparked debate over the fairness of
the trial and the extent to which key witnesses may
have been influenced by external factors.

As the trial continues, attention is increasingly focused
on the conduct of law enforcement and the integrity of
witness testimony. Lai is on trial for charges related to
conspiring to collude with foreign forces and
publishing seditious materials under Beijing's national
security law, facing potential life imprisonment. [Hong
Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post 1] [South
China Morning Post 2]

China: Hong Kong's economic recovery
gathers momentum, according to
financial minister
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(ms) Financial Secretary Paul Chan recently shared
insights indicating a notable upturn in Hong Kong's
economic landscape, particularly in the property and
stock markets. Chan reported a significant increase in
residential property sales, with April witnessing a
striking 115 percent surge compared to March, totaling
8,551 sales. This coincided with a one percent rise in
the price index for private residential properties in
March, marking the end of a downward trend since
May 2022.

The resurgence in the property market is attributed to
the withdrawal of home buying curbs in February (see
AIR No. 10, March/2024, 1), alongside a perceived
stabilization of interest rates, bolstering investor
confidence. Concurrently, the benchmark Hang Seng
index saw a resurgence, reaching its highest level in
nine months, reclaiming 19,000 points in mid-March
after a period of turbulence earlier in the year.

Despite these positive indicators, challenges persist in
sectors such as retail and catering, with changing
consumption patterns among residents and tourists
posing ongoing difficulties. To address these
challenges, the government plans to implement
measures to boost tourism and provide additional
consumer options.

Looking ahead, Chan emphasizes the government's
commitment to fostering favorable market conditions
and bolstering consumer confidence. Plans for hosting
more "mega events" aim to inject vitality into the
economy, offering residents and tourists attractive
options and stimulating consumption choices. [Hong
Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

China: Hong Kong government proposes
changes to social workers’ licensing body

(ms) The Social Workers Registration Board in Hong
Kong, responsible for regulating and overseeing the
professional standards and conduct of social workers
in the city, is set to undergo restructuring following
proposals from the government aimed at addressing
perceived national security concerns.

Currently, the board consists of 15 members, including
eight social workers elected by their peers and six
government appointees. The proposed amendments
would expand the board to 27 members, with 17 seats
designated for government appointees. This
adjustment aims to provide the government with a
majority on the board and tighter control over its
operations.
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The catalyst for these reforms was the appointment of
a social worker facing a rioting charge to a disciplinary
committee panel. Secretary for Labour and Welfare
Chris Sun criticized the board for its failure to prevent
individuals with serious criminal charges from serving
in key roles.

Under the proposed changes, social workers convicted
of offences such as endangering national security,
child abuse, and indecent assault would face
permanent removal from the profession. Additionally,
all board members would be required to uphold the
Basic Law and pledge allegiance to Hong Kong.

While supporters of the amendments argue that they
are necessary to protect national security and maintain
public trust, critics, including the board’s chairperson,
have raised concerns about potential implications for
professional autonomy. The board issued a statement
refuting allegations of misconduct and asserting its
commitment to operating within legal frameworks.

The planned amendment comes in the wake of the
implementation of the own National Security Law
under Article 23 in March (see AiR No. 13, March/2024,
4) and is yet another example of the Hong Kong
government expanding its control and cracking down
on dissidents. [Hong Kong Free Press 1] [Hong Kong
Free Press 2]

China: Hong Kong Journalists Association
faces leadership uncertainty

(ms) Ronson Chan, the current chairman of the Hong
Kong Journalists Association (HKJA), has announced
that he will not seek re-election at the end of his term,
citing concerns over growing pressure and smear
campaigns targeting both himself and the
organization. Chan, who has held the position since
2021, expressed doubts about the feasibility of his re-
election, stating that it might not be in the best interest
of the embattled press group.

The decision comes amidst ongoing challenges faced
by the HKJA, including governmental pressure and
accusations of bias. Since the pro-democracy protests
in 2019, the association has encountered increasing
hostility from authorities and state-affiliated media.
Secretary for Security Chris Tang's exclusion of the
HKJA from government events and accusations of
breaching professional ethics have added to the strain.

Chan's tenure has been marked by legal issues,
including his conviction for obstructing a police officer
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while reporting in 2022. Additionally, the closure of
online news website Stand News, where Chan was a
senior editor, has further strained relations between
the HKJA and the authorities.

The announcement of Chan's departure raises
concerns about leadership continuity within the HKJA.
With the annual general meeting approaching, the
organization faces the challenge of filling the chairman
position. As the HKJA struggles with this leadership
vacuum, questions arise about the future of press
freedom in Hong Kong, whose outlook has further
deteriorated with the implementation of its own
National Security Law based on Article 23 (see AIR No.
13, March/2024, 4). [Hong Kong Free Press] [The
Standard]

China: Hong Kong authorities approve San
Tin Technopole amid environmental
concerns

(ms) Hong Kong's environmental authorities have given
conditional approval to the ecological report
concerning the proposed San Tin Technopole, a large-
scale technology hub planned near the city's border
with mainland China. Despite objections from
environmental groups, the project has been endorsed,
subject to stringent conditions aimed at mitigating
ecological impacts.

The Director of the Environmental Protection
Department defended the environmental impact
assessment report, stating it was scientifically sound
and comprehensive. He emphasized the need for
additional ecological mitigation measures to address
concerns raised by critics. Notably, the reclamation of
90 hectares of local fishponds is contingent upon the
construction of the Sam Po Shue Wetland
Conservation Park, aimed at compensating for
ecological losses.

The project's approval has sparked criticism from
green groups, who argue that it could irreversibly
damage the region's delicate wetlands, home to
endangered bird species.

The San Tin Technopole, intended to bolster Hong
Kong's status as an international innovation and
technology center, forms part of the broader Northern
Metropolis project. While proponents tout its economic
potential and synergies with neighboring Shenzhen's
tech sector, skeptics question the necessity of another
technology hub, pointing to underutilized existing sites
earmarked for innovation and technology.
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Controversy has also arisen over the government's
consideration of alternative land disposal methods,
including direct land grants, raising questions about
transparency and accountability in the allocation
process. [Hong Kong Free Press 1] [Hong Kong Free
Press 2]

China: Authorities arrest protesters in
Tibet and Xinjiang amid controversial land
seizures

(ms) Recent months have seen repeated unrest in
Tibet and Xinjiang due to land seizures by Chinese
authorities, leading to numerous arrests and harsh
responses from the government.

In Tibet, over 100 people, including monks, were
arrested in February 2024 for protesting a hydropower
dam project in Dege County, Sichuan Province,
according to local sources quoted by Radio Free Asia.
The Gangtuo hydropower station, part of a larger 13-
tier dam complex on the Drichu River, threatens to
destroy six monasteries and displace residents from
two villages. Protesters were met with a heavy police
presence. Water cannons, pepper spray, and tasers
were used, resulting in injuries and hospitalizations.
The Chinese authorities subsequently imposed severe
restrictions, including road closures and internet
blackouts in the affected areas, to prevent further
unrest and control the narrative.

In April 2024, Tibetans in Markham County protested
the seizure of their pastureland by local officials, who
had sold the land to businessmen without informing
the residents. When the new owners attempted to
clear the land, the protests led to the arrest and
subsequent release of four Tibetans, who reported
being beaten while in detention. Local authorities
offered the residents only a paltry compensation sum
of approximately USD 415, which was rejected as
inadequate. Since then, more than 30 Chinese officials
have conducted rigorous political education sessions,
emphasizing that sharing information with outsiders
would be considered a criminal act and a threat to
national dignity. These measures have included door-
to-door visits by officials to provide political education
and monitor the residents' activities. [Radio Free Asia
11 [Radio Free Asia 2] [Radio Free Asia 3] [The Mirage]

In Xinjiang a Uyghur woman named Belikiz - among
others - was arrested in April after posting a video on
Douyin, the Chinese TikTok, complaining about the
seizure of her farmland in Kumul. Her land was
confiscated as part of a policy to concentrate it in the
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authorities' hands. The video was swiftly deleted, and
she was detained. This incident is part of a broader
pattern of land seizures in Xinjiang, where members of
the Uyghur minority often lose their land to
development projects, especially benefiting Han
Chinese migrants. These actions have led to significant
economic displacement and have been met with
limited recourse for the affected Uyghur population.
[Radio Free Asia 4]

China: Development of world's first
dedicated drone carrier reported

(ms) Reports from Naval News and analyses by Mitchell
Institute, a policy research think tank at Australia’s
Victoria University, have brought attention to China's
potential construction of the world's first dedicated
drone carrier. The alleged carrier, seen in satellite
imagery, hidden in a shipyard along the Yangtze River,
has sparked speculation about China's intentions in
advancing its military capabilities through unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs).

The vessel, distinct in size and configuration from
conventional aircraft carriers, is said to feature a flight
deck approximately one-third the length and half the
width of typical supercarriers. Its straight deck layout
suggests a possible role in accommodating fixed-wing
drones.

While it's speculated that the carrier's wide deck could
support drones with wingspans of up to 20 meters,
questions linger about its operational capacity due to
the absence of a traditional aircraft hangar. This
indicates a potential focus on limited flight operations
tailored to drone deployment rather than sustained
high-tempo operations.

The conjecture surrounding this reported development
stems from the growing significance of drones in
modern warfare. While leading navies are exploring
UAV operations on conventional carriers, the notion of
dedicating an entire vessel to drone deployment
signifies a divergence from conventional naval
strategies.

The purpose of this purported carrier remains
speculative. Some suggest it could serve as a training
platform for electronic warfare simulations, while
others propose it may be involved in research and
development efforts in maritime drone operations.
[Naval News] [South China Morning Post]
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China: Expansion of coastguard detention
powers amid South China Sea tensions

(ms) Amidst tensions in the South China Sea, especially
with the Philippines, has introduced new regulations
that allow its coastguard to detain foreigners
suspected of illegally crossing its borders for up to 60
days without trial. This regulatory document, released
on May 15, clarifies the procedures for administrative
detentions, particularly for foreigners accused of
violating China’s border laws.

Previously, the coastguard had the authority to detain
suspects, but this is the first-time specific guidelines
have been outlined for such actions. The new rules
specify an initial detention period of up to 30 days,
which can be extended to 60 days with approval from
higher authorities.

The rules will take effect on June 15 and signal China's
ongoing efforts to strengthen its legal and operational
stance, as it continues to assert its territorial claims in
the South China Sea.

The timing of the announcement of the new
regulations coincides with a civilian mission from the
Philippines to the contested Scarborough Shoal, also
known as Huangyan Dao in China (see AiR No. 20,
May/2024, 2). This area is claimed by both China and
the Philippines and has been a frequent site of
confrontations. Chinese President Xi Jinping has
emphasized the importance of the coastguard
enforcing national laws and protecting China’s
maritime rights. This directive follows several incidents
involving Chinese and Philippine vessels in disputed
waters. On the same day as the regulation’s release,
the Chinese foreign ministry warned the Philippines
against violating China's territorial sovereignty and
jurisdiction.

These regulations also come at a time of heightened
military activity in the South China Sea, including
recent joint naval exercises between the US and the
Philippines (see AIR No. 20, May/2024, 2) [South China
Morning Post] [Xinhual]

Japan: House of representatives passes a
bill to reform foreign trainee program

(sh) On May 21, Japan's House of Representatives
passed a bill to reform the controversial foreign
trainee program, aiming to address the country's
severe labor shortage.
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The new system encourages foreign workers to stay
longer and increases the potential for obtaining
permanent residency. However, it also includes
provisions to revoke residency if residents deliberately
avoid paying taxes or social insurance premiums, a
move that faced opposition from supporters of foreign
workers.

The existing Technical Intern Training Program, started
in 1993 to transfer skills to developing countries, faced
criticism for being a cover for cheap labor. Many
trainees fled due to abuse and unpaid wages. The new
program seeks to train foreign workers over three
years to transition to the specified skilled worker
system, allowing stays of up to five years and potential
permanent residency.

The bill, sponsored by Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's
government, is expected to pass the House of
Councillors by June 23. If enacted, it will take effect
within three years. Critics argue the new system could
still cause hardship for foreign workers, citing potential
issues with tax payments.

Japan's foreign population reached over 3.4 million last
year, while the overall population declined for the 13th
consecutive year. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Ruling party submits bill to amend
political funds control law

(sh) On May 17, the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) submitted a bill to amend the political funds
control law to parliament. The move comes against the
backdrop of a scandal that centers on political funds
raised through LDP party event tickets bought by
individuals, companies and organizations. LDP
lawmakers are suspected of having pocketed profits
from ticket sales as kickbacks by falsifying mandatory
accounting reports.

The bill requires lawmakers to categorize
expenditures, including "election-related expenses,"
but lacks detailed disclosure requirements. Komeito
demands full payment disclosures with receipts, while
opposition leader Kenta Izumi criticized the LDP's
proposals for insufficient transparency.

This move followed the rejection of its proposals by its
junior coalition partner, the Komeito party, which
questioned the effectiveness of the proposed reforms.
The Komeito party and the opposition expressed
doubts about the bill's ability to enhance political
funds' transparency. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,
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who doubles as leader of the LDP, claimed that the
proposed reforms would effectively prevent future
scandals.

The bill's passage through the House of Councillors,
Japan's upper house, remains uncertain as the DP lacks
a majority there.

The disagreement reflects Komeito's frustration with
the LDP's lack of commitment to political reform,
particularly due to a recent fundraising scandal that
damaged public trust. Komeito, advocating for "clean
politics," seeks more stringent reforms. [Mainichi]

Japan: Talks on achieving carbon
neutrality by 2050 kicked off

(sh) On May 15, Japan's industry ministry began talks to
develop the country’s next basic energy plan that seeks
to balance energy security and decarbonization,
targeting carbon neutrality by 2050.

Industry Minister Ken Saito emphasized the high
demand for energy security alongside growing
decarbonization efforts during a panel meeting of
energy and industry experts. The discussions will also
address reducing coal-fired power and securing a long-
term supply of liquefied natural gas. The new energy
plan is expected to be finalized by mid-2025.

This key long-term strategy will be the first plan
revision since Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's
significant power policy shift in 2022 that accelerated
the restart of idled nuclear plants and extended the
lifespan of existing ones, addressing the energy crisis
caused by the Ukraine war.

Japan, the world's fifth-biggest carbon dioxide emitter,
currently depends on fossil fuels for about 70 percent
of its electricity. The government updates its energy
plan every three to four years. [Reuters 1]

In a separate development, the Japanese government
announced on May 14 plans to develop a new national
strategy focused on decarbonization and industrial
policy by March next year. This long-term strategy aims
to boost investment in decarbonization and enhance
the competitiveness of domestic industries. Japan aims
to cut emissions by 46 percent from 2013 levels by
2030 and achieve net zero by 2050. [Reuters 2]
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Japan: Court rejects termination of
nuclear reactor

(sh) On May 15, a court rejected a lawsuit aiming to
block the restart of a nuclear reactor in western Japan
due to safety concerns. The Matsue branch of the
Hiroshima High Court dismissed the plaintiffs' claim
that evacuation plans for natural disasters were
inadequate.

The decision precedes the planned December restart
of the Shimane nuclear plant's No. 2 reactor by
Chugoku Electric Power Co. This reactor is currently
undergoing a safety inspection.

Presiding Judge Yoshiki Matsutani stated that there are
no specific risks of a major accident that may lead to a
leak of an abnormal level of radiation beyond the
premises of the plant."

The No. 2 unit is a boiling water reactor, like those at
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station, which
suffered a severe accident following an earthquake
and tsunami in March 2011. The Shimane reactor is set
to become the second of its type to restart, following
the planned September restart of the No. 2 reactor at
Tohoku Electric Power Co.'s Onagawa plant in Miyagi
Prefecture.

The Shimane plant is the only nuclear plant in Japan
located in a prefectural capital. About 450,000 people
live within a 30-kilometer radius of the plant, an area
that requires detailed evacuation plans from both
central and local governments. [Mainichi]

Japan: Foreign minister retracts
controversial remark on maternity

(sh) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa has
retracted a controversial remark, which many
interpreted as questioning the worth of women who
do not give birth. Speaking in support of a
gubernatorial candidate in Shizuoka, Kamikawa asked,
"How can we women call ourselves women without
birthing this person?" Her statement drew widespread
criticism for its insensitivity.

In response, Kamikawa clarified her intent, explaining
that she meant to urge female voters to use their
power in electing the candidate she supported. She
compared this political engagement to her own "birth"
as a House of Representatives member in the 2000
election. Kamikawa acknowledged that her choice of
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words was liable to cause misunderstanding and
expressed regret, saying that she sincerely accepted
the view that my words could cause my true intention
to be misunderstood, so she retracted them.

Kamikawa's remarks came during a visit to Shizuoka
Prefecture, where she sought to rally support for a
candidate backed by the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party. [Kyodo News 1] [Kyodo News 2]

Japan: Government ordered to pay for the
dead of a foreigner in a custody

(sh) On May 16, the Tokyo high court ordered the
government to pay USD 10,700 in damages for the
death of a Cameroonian man in 2014, detained at an
immigration facility in Ibaraki Prefecture.

The 43-year-old man, detained at the Higashi-Nihon
Immigration Center in Ushiku City in 2013 while
seeking asylum, died in a hospital in March 2014. His
mother sued the Japanese government, claiming they
failed to provide necessary medical treatment.[NHK]

Japan: Nuclear plant releases treated
radioactive water despite international
opposition

(sh) On May 17, the operator of the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant began its sixth release of treated
radioactive water into the sea, despite opposition from
China and Russia. Tokyo Electric Power Company
Holdings Inc. (TEPCO) plans to discharge 7,800 tons of
water by June 4, ensuring radioactivity levels meet
government and company standards.

Since the operation began on August 24 last year,
about 39,000 tons of treated water have been released
in five previous rounds. TEPCO aims to release around
54,600 tons in seven batches this fiscal year, starting in
April. During the earlier releases, TEPCO detected up to
29 becquerels of radioactive tritium per liter in nearby
seawater, far below the WHO limit of 10,000
becquerels for drinking water. [Kyodo News]

In a separate move, Japan lodged protests with China
and Russia after they referred to treated water
released from the Fukushima power plant as “nuclear-
contaminated” in a statement following summit
between Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin in Beijing (see article in this
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edition). Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa
Hayashi expressed it was “extremely regrettable” that
Xi and Putin made claims “contrary to the facts.”

China criticized Japan for releasing this water into the
ocean after the Fukushima Daiichi plant suffered
meltdowns from the March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami. Since the water release began in August 2023,
China and Russia have banned Japanese seafood
imports. [South China Morning Post]

Mongolia: Ceremony marks the start of
Sovereign Wealth Fund

(fg) On May 9, Mongolian Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene
Luvsannamsrai presided over the opening ceremony of
the Savings Fund, marking the enactment of the Law
on Mongolia's Sovereign Wealth Fund (see AiR No. 19,
May/2024, 1).

The fund contains 34 percent of the dividends of
strategic deposits of Erdenes Mongol LLC, a state-
owned mining company. Its purpose is to facilitate a
comprehensive redistribution project that will allow
the country's middle class to benefit from the profits of
the mining industry. In particular, the funds will be
used to support areas such as healthcare, education,
and housing.

Luvsannamsrai underscored the government's efforts
to enhance transparency in the mining industry, which
accounts for 93% of Mongolia's exports, in recent
years. This was necessary as instances of corruption
have been made public in the past (see AIR No. 5,
January/2023, 5). He pledged that the savings fund
would serve as a new trust agreement, whose
profitable operation and projects will be monitored
and supported by the government. [Montsame]

Mongolia’s Sovereign Wealth Fund will comprise three
accounts: “Future Heritage Fund,” “Development Fund,”
and the “Savings Fund.”

Mongolia: Social protection of citizens
with developmental challenges to be
strengthened

(fg) The Mongolian cabinet has adopted two measures
to improve social support and integration of citizens
with development problems. Two main decisions were
made:
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First, the revised draft law on social protection for this
group of citizens was adopted and will be submitted to
the parliament for further deliberation. This bill
provides for a classification system for budget
allocation, an improvement in access to education,
increases employment opportunities and strengthens
public services and the involvement of non-
governmental organisations.

Secondly, Bat-Erdene Badmaanyambuu, the head of
the National Committee for Olympic Games, Public
Physical Education and Sports, has been tasked with
establishing a sports complex with specialised facilities
for people with developmental challenges. This
underlines the endeavour to promote the quality of life
and participation of this population group. [Montsame]

North Korea: Missiles fired in response to
South Korean-US joint air combat drill

(ac) On May 17, North Korea test fired short-range
ballistic missiles towards the Sea of Japan from North
Korea's eastern coast of region of Wonsan.

Analysts suggested that the move came in response to
a joint combat drill between two South Korea F-35A
fighter jets and two U.S. F-22 Raptors a day earlier.

North Korea views combat drills of the US and South
Korea as rehearsal for an invasion. [Al Jazeera]

North Korea laid landmines and barbed
wire in the DMZ

(ac) On May 17, South Korea revealed that the North
Korea military is installing mines and reinforcing
barbed wires in four to five locations within the DMZ.
Around 100 to 200 personnels were mobilized to
conduct various activities, mainly on the eastern and
central front lines. [Yonhap News 1]

The move reflects deteriorating inter-Korean relations.
In an earlier move last month, Pyongyang

dismantled fire stations at Mount Geumgang resort,
located on North Korean at the inter-Korean border.
The two-story fire station was built in 2008 and was
funded by the South Korean government to boost the
protection of South Korean tourists. The dismantled
fire stations are the first South Korean government-
owned facility that the North has taken down at the
resort, once considered a symbol of inter-Korean
reconciliation and a source of much-needed hard
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currency for the North Korean Regime (see AiR No. 20,
May/2024, 20).

In addition, North Korea has condemned South Korean
Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul's recent visit to China and
called Cho's call for Beijing to play a constructive role in
peace efforts on the Korean Peninsula as “begging
diplomacy” (see AR No. 20, May/ 2024, 2) [Yonhap
News 2]

South Korea: Court rejects to halt medical
school quota increase

(ac) On May 16, the Seoul High Court rejected the
injunctions that were requested by doctors and
medical schools to halt government’s medical school
enrolment quotas. Following months of protests from
the medical communities since February to reject the
increase of medical school quota, the High Court ruled
in favor of the government.

The High Court released a statement and determined
that doctors and medical students are not the direct
parties affected by the depositions, therefore the
application of the medical community’s request was
dismissed. The court, in addition, also acknowledged
that the medical school reform was a critical milestone
to increase the performance of essential and regional
medical care.

Observers suggest that the court decision would pave
the way for the first medical school enrolment quota
hike in 27 years. The government is expected to
introduce the new quotas in the 2025 admission of the
country’s universities.

On May 16, the same day of the court ruling, a public
poll carried by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Tourism showed that more than 72.4 percent of South
Koreans supported the medical school quota increase,
of which 26.1 percent stressed the reform is “strongly
needed”. [Yonhap News 1] [Yonhap News 2][Channel
News Asia]

South Korea: President Yoon vetoes bill on
special investigation into marine's death

(fg) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has vetoed
a bill calling for a special investigation into a
controversial military report on the death of Marine
Corporal Chae Su-geun amid suspicions of political
interference to downplay the responsibilities of
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ranking military officials. This veto followed the
approval of the bill by the opposition-led parliament

Parliament will reconsider the bill on May 28, with a
two-thirds majority required to pass the law. This case
once again shows the tensions between the
government and the opposition over the handling of
sensitive military matters, as well as the challenges of a
divided government. [KBS World]

South Korea: Human rights commission
calls for LGBTQ rights awareness rising
efforts

(ac) On May 17, South Korea's human rights
commission has called on the South Korean public and
the government to raise awareness of violations of
LGBTQ rights in the country.

Chair of the National Human Rights Commission of
Korea (NHRCA) Song Doo-hwan made this call in a
statement to mark the 2024 International Day Against
Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia.
Song highlighted that discrimination and stigma
against sexual minorities have caused self-deprecation
and self-denial among the affected people. According
to a 2020 survey by the NHRCA, 480 out of 590
respondents had been diagnosed with or treated for
mental health illness, such as depression and panic
disorder in the past year.

He criticized the government for failing to provide a
clear response to a 2015 recommendation of the UN
Human Rights Committee on the prohibition of a
broad range of discrimination against sexual
minorities, adding that in the government 2023-2027
action plans on promoting and protecting human
rights a policy to promote the rights of sexual
minorities is missing.

He also pointed at worrying developments on the local
level in recent years, with local councils scrapping a
human rights decree because it contained a provision
on prohibition of discrimination against sexual
minorities. Religious groups demanded the abolition of
the human rights decree in South Chungcheong
province while members of the provincial council
proposed a draft to repeal the decree. [The Korean
Herald]
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South Korea: North Korea propaganda
video on social media banned

(ac) On May 20, South Korea banned a viral North
Korean propaganda video on TikTok where Kim Jong
Un was depicted as the friendly father and great
leader. The video was perceived as psychological
warfare against South Korea and aimed at glorifying
Kim Jong Un.

South Korea blocked access to the North Korean
government websites and media, and penalized
actions or speeches that favored of North Korea.
Under the National Security Act, violations of the law
can lead to up to seven years in jail. [BBC News]

Taiwan: Lai Ching-te sworn in as president

(fg) Taiwan's new President Lai Ching-te and his
government under Prime Minister Cho Jung-tai were
sworn in on May 20. Lai succeeds former President
Tsai Ing-wen, under whom he served as prime minister
and vice president. He is the fifth democratically
elected president of Taiwan. Lai won the presidential
election in January with 40.99 percent of the votes. (see
AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3) [Taiwan News] [Focus
Taiwan 1]

On May 16, former Prime Minister Chen Chien-jen and
his cabinet resigned to pave the way for the new
government. [Focus Taiwan 2]

In his speech, Lai emphasized Taiwan's democratic
development and its status as a sovereign,
independent nation and presented a vision for Taiwan
that envisages not only maintaining but also actively
strengthening Taiwan's role in global democracy,
peace and prosperity. He emphasized the country's
democratic resilience as a counterweight to
authoritarianism and its strategic role in the Indo-
Pacific region.

In this context, Lai introduced the four pillars of what
he called his peace action plan: strengthened national
defense, economic security, stable and principled
leadership in the Taiwan Strait and value-based
diplomacy.

A central point in Lai's speech is the relationship with
China. He addressed the ongoing tensions with China
and emphasized that peace and stability in the Taiwan
Strait are crucial for global security. He called on China
not only to cease its political and military intimidation,
but also to recognize the "reality of the existence of the
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Republic of China", acknowledge the wishes of the
Taiwanese people and engage in dialogue based on
equality and dignity.

Domestically, Lai pledged to improve democracy,
governance and transparency in Taiwan. He
acknowledged that his party, the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) had lost the majority in
parliament in the general election in January (see AR
No. 3, January/2024, 3) and called for more
cooperation in parliament and public participation in
political decision-making, proposing the introduction of
a lower voting age. [Taiwan Presidential Office]

Taiwan: Clashes erupt in parliament over
controversial legislative amendments

(fg) On May 17, just days before the May 20
inauguration of President-elect Lai Ching-te (see article
above), violent clashes between the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) and the opposition parties
Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan's People Party (TPP)
erupted in parliament over controversial bills. Five MPs
(four from the DPP, one from the KMT) were
hospitalized that evening. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Reuters]

The Legislative Yuan plenary session was to review and
discuss amendments to laws such as the "Act
Governing the Legislative Yuan's Power" and the
Criminal Code, which would make it a punishable
offense for executive officials to refuse to answer
questions before parliament or to make false
statements.

The KMT wants to expand control over the
government, while the DPP rejects these bills as
unconstitutional, arguing that this is a deep cut in the
separation of powers (see AR No. 14, April/2024, 1).
Another point of contention was the opposition's
demand that the president is obliged to answer
questions on-spot from MPs after an annual speech to
parliament. The DPP also criticized that the opposition
in the did not allow discussions and proposals as usual
when it was issue in a Judiciary Committee meeting in
April but handed the bill directly to the plenary
chamber for reviewing (see AR No. 17, April/2024, 4).

In the latest developments, the parliamentary groups
of the parties met again on May 21 in the Legislative
Yuan to discuss the amendments to the law. [Taiwan
News]

After the elections in January, the DPP still holds the
presidency, but lost the majority in parliament in the
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general elections, leading to a ‘divided government'. In
the previous eight years of DPP government of former
President Tsai Ing-wen, the party could otherwise
always rely on a majority in parliament.

Taiwan: TPP accuses DPP of unfulfilled
promises during protest

(fg) On 19 May, one day before the inauguration of
President Lai Ching-te, the smaller of the two
opposition parties represented in parliament, the
Taiwan People's Party (TPP), organized a protest
outside the headquarters of the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) in Taipei. [Focus Taiwan]

It criticized the DPP for failing to keep its promises
during its eight years in power. Ko Wen-je, TPP
chairman, accused the DPP of failing to implement key
constitutional, legislative and media reforms and
refusing to discuss the TPP's legislative reform
proposals, which are also supported by the other
opposition party Kuomintang.

The opposition, who together have a stable majority in
parliament, want to strengthen the control of the
executive by the legislature through legislative
reforms. Ko warned of the dangers of an authoritarian
one-party state in Taiwan and emphasized the TPP's
commitment to the values of diligence, honesty and
patriotism. TPP MPs blamed the DPP for the recent
chaotic and in part violent clashes in parliament on
May 17 (see this edition).

Taiwan: Former admiral continues as
advisor amid submarine program
controversy

(fg) Retired Navy Admiral Huang Shu-kuang will
continue to serve as an advisor to the National Security
Council and convener of the Indigenous Defense
Submarine (IDS) program after the new government is
sworn in on May 20. [Focus Taiwan]

Huang submitted his resignation in April following
criticism that the cost of the submarine program had
been miscalculated. He stated that he did so in the
hope that the politically motivated accusations would
not affect the morale of the armed forces.

Under the IDS program the Taiwanese CSBC
Corporation develops and builds a class of attack
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submarines. Starting in 2020 eight submarines were
planned to be built. This program is part of Taiwan's
initiative to enhance its naval capabilities through
domestic production.

Defense Minister Chiu Kuo-cheng defended the
increased costs of the IDS program as "unfair cost
accounting" (see AR No. 17, April/2024, 4). Huang
remained in office at the request of incumbent
President Tsai Ing-wen and President-elect Lai Ching-
te, citing his commitment to strengthening Taiwan's
defense capabilities.

Huang, a veteran of the Navy's submarine division, is
continuing his work to advance the IDS program,
having played a pivotal role in many submarine
projects before.

Taiwan: Former President Tsai advocates
stronger deterrence against China

(fg) In an interview with the BBC, Taiwanese President
Tsai Ing-wen, who has left office on May 20,
emphasized the need to improve the country's
deterrence capabilities in order to prevent possible
aggression by China. She stressed that Taiwan was not
seeking an arms race with China but would
"enormously" increase the cost of any attempt to take
over Taiwan. [BBC] [Taiwan News]

Looking back on her two terms in office, she pointed to
the significant investment in defense over the past
eight years, including military reforms, domestic arms
production and a substantial increase in the defense
budget.

In this context, regional cooperation for collective
deterrence is also of great importance as China's
aggressive posture is not only a problem for Taiwan
but for the entire region. Tsai also reaffirmed Taiwan's
sovereignty. However, according to her, a referendum
on independence is not necessary, as the status quo
already shows that Taiwan is an independent nation
with its own political system, constitution, laws and
military.

With President Lai Ching-te as Taiwan's new president,
it can currently be assumed that Tsai's course will be
continued, as the strengthening of national defense is
one of the four pillars of his peace action plan (see this
edition).
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Bangladesh: BNP conspires against
country by ‘joining hands with agents of
Israel’, Awami League claims

(sg) Against the larger backdrop of the ongoing Israel-
Gaza war, Bangladesh'’s foreign minister, Hasan
Mahmud, has accused the country's main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of conspiring
against Bangladesh by aligning with what he referred
to as “agents of Israel”, alleging that they are
prioritizing their political agenda over standing with
Palestinians. Mahmud, who also serves as joint
secretary of the ruling Awami League party, accused
the BNP and the Islamic party Jamaat-e-Islami for their
lack of action against Israeli atrocities in Palestine,
labeling them as "masked religious traders." [Dhaka
Tribue]

As a majority-Muslim country that gained
independence through a liberation struggle,
Bangladesh has historically maintained a supportive
stance towards Palestine and the Palestinian people's
quest for self-determination and statehood. The
country has consistently condemned Israeli occupation
and aggression against Palestinians and has called for
a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
based on the two-state solution, with East Jerusalem as
the capital of Palestine. Bangladesh has also supported
international efforts to address the humanitarian crisis
in Palestine and has provided humanitarian aid to
Palestinian refugees through various channels.
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Bangladesh: Opposition BNP expels fives
more leaders for contesting sub-district
elections

(sg) Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), has expelled five
more of its grassroot leaders for participating in the
sub-district (upazila) elections, against the party’s
directive. This brings the total number of expelled
leaders to 148. The BNP maintains its stance of not
participating in the upazila elections, citing concerns
over fairness under the current government led by the
Awami League. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Elections to the upazila parishad, the second-smallest
unit in Bangladesh’s local government system, are
behind held in four phases. One phase has so far been
held on May 8; three more phases are scheduled for
May 23, May 29, and June 5. [IFES]

Of note, Election Commissioner Brigadier General
(Retd) Ahsan Habib Khan expressed satisfaction with
the voter turnout during the first phase of upazila
elections, stating that even if only 1 percent of the
population exercises their franchise, the elections are
considered acceptable. With the current voter turnout
at 36 percent, he expressed hope that more people will
participate in the second phase of the elections.
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: BNP leader sent to jail in
treason case

(Im) Ishraque Hossain, a member of the foreign
relations committee of Bangladesh’'s main opposition
party BNP, has been sent to jail in a case filed over
alleged treason committed through false statements in
October last year. Ishraque, who is also a former
mayoral candidate of Dhaka South City Corporation,
appeared before the court seeking bail, which was
denied. The case accuses Ishraque, along with others,
of resorting to lies and involves Mian Zahidul Islam
Arefy, a man who claimed to be an "adviser" to United
States President Joe Biden. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High court starts rehearing
pleas in Grameen Kalyan's tax evasion
case
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(sg) Bangladesh's High Court has initiated the
rehearing of two separate writ petitions challenging
the National Board of Revenue's (NBR) orders to
reassess approximately USD 5.1 million USD in income
tax from Grameen Kalyan for various tax years.
Grameen Kalyan, a nonprofit charitable organization
founded by Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad
Yunus, argued that the reassessment orders are illegal
as they have consistently paid taxes in accordance with
regulations. The court adjourned the hearing and
scheduled further sessions for July 16 and 25. [The
Daily Star]

The High Court disposed of Grameen Kalyan's writ
petitions and allowed it to appeal to the appellate
authority of the NBR. However, the NBR contends that
Grameen Kalyan had previously filed a review petition,
waiving its right to appeal the reassessment, rendering
the High Court's decision invalid.

Yunus, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2006 for pioneering the use of microcredit to help
impoverished people, was sentenced to six months in
prison in January on a charge of violating labor laws. In
March he was granted bail in that case, as well asin a
separate USD 2.3 million embezzlement case.

Bangladesh: Battery-run rickshaw drivers
protest, block roads in Dhaka

(Im) On May 20, battery-run rickshaw drivers in Dhaka
protested for a second day, blocking roads in various
areas including Demra, Rampura, and Agargaon.
Confrontations with police led to baton charges and
arrests. Similar protests occurred the previous day in
Mirpur, causing traffic disruptions and clashes with
police. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government app sees only
six rescue pleas in about six years

(Im) In Bangladesh, the government's "Joy" app,
designed to assist in combating violence against
women and children during emergencies, has seen
minimal usage since its launch in July 2018. Developed
with a budget of approximately USD 38,000, the app
has received only six rescue requests in nearly six
years, despite the increasing incidents of violence in
the country. [The Daily Star]
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The low usage can be attributed to technical glitches,
privacy concerns, and limited visibility on the Google
Play Store. Critics stress the importance of further
promoting the app and providing training on its usage,
while also addressing implementation hurdles.
Government officials acknowledge these challenges
and express their commitment to resolving them to
enhance the app's effectiveness in combating gender-
based violence.

Bangladesh: Local government division
receives the highest allocation in Annual
Development Program

(sg) In Bangladesh, the Local Government Division has
received the highest allocation of USD 3.3 billion in the
in the new Annual Development Program (ADP) for the
fiscal year 2024-2025. This allocation constitutes 15
percent of the overall ADP outlay of USD 22.52 billion.
[Dhaka Tribune 1] [The daily messenger]

The new ADP consists of 1,321 projects, including
investment projects, survey projects, technical
assistance projects, and projects from autonomous
bodies and corporations. It was approved by the
National Economic Council (NAC) in a meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The top 10 allocation recipient ministries and divisions
include Road Transport and Highways Division, Power
Division, Primary and Mass Education Ministry, Health
Services Division, Railways Ministry, Science and
Technology Ministry, Secondary and Higher Education
Division, Shipping Ministry, and Water Resources
Ministry. These allocations account for approximately
72 percent of the overall ADP outlay.

At the NAC meeting, Prime Minister Hasina also urged
ministries to expedite foreign-aided projects for rapid
national development, emphasizing timely completion.
She emphasized district-focused projects and
mandated regular updates on project progress to the
Executive Committee of the NAC. Additionally, she
stressed training for project directors and improved
feasibility study quality. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Garment workers block road
in capital to demand due salary

(Im) Ready-Made Garments (RMG) workers in
Bangladesh's capital, Dhaka, took to the streets,
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blocking a road to demand their overdue salaries from
a RMG factory employing a workforce of over 2,500
individuals. The protest was triggered by the factory's
failure to disburse salaries by the usual deadline of the
10th of the month. Workers reported that the
management had cited unspecified issues, promising
payment by the 15th, which was not honored. As a
result, workers temporarily halted their activities.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Amidst the protest, workers also voiced grievances
regarding an alleged incident of violence within the
factory premises. According to their accounts, one of
their colleagues was subjected to physical assault by a
floor in-charge after they ceased working.

Bangladesh: As inflation woes, economists
blame policymakers and unethical
practices

(sg) Inflation in Bangladesh has reached at the rate of
9.74 percent, leading to inability to access to basic
commodities such as food and fuel. Economists who
participated in Bangladesh Economic Association’s
(BEA) suggested that major reasons behind this
inflation is a combination of various factors, that
includes policy failures by the government as well the
unethical practices used by businessmen in the nation.
The cumulative effect of inflation is clearly visible on
the households of low-income families, in the most
extreme cases people had to leave their lifestyles in
the cities and move back to villages. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Semiconductor makers have
potential to earn USD 10 billion by 2041,
state minister says

(sg) According to Zunaid Ahmed Palak, the state
minister for telecom and ICT in Bangladesh, at Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) event
highlighted the potential for Bangladesh to earn USD
10 billion from semiconductor manufacturing by 2041
with proper policy support. Palak emphasized the need
for a semiconductor policy and industry-academia
collaboration to develop a skilled workforce. The
government plans to invest in startups focusing on
chip design and aims to train 50,000 skilled
professionals in microchip designing. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Digitalization can increase
the tax revenue up to USD 167 nillion, CPD
says

(sg) According to Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
there is a possibility of Bangladesh to significantly
boost its revenue by USD 167 billion and its GDP
revenue by 16 percent by fiscal year 2030 following
sustained digitalization of its taxation system.
Investment in digitalization of USD 0.0021 by National
Board of Revenue (NBR) could became USD 0.86.
Presently, the government is urged to prioritize
investments in digitalization.

CDP along with the collaboration with European Union
(EU) organized a dialogue "Digitalization of the
Taxation System in Bangladesh: The Next Frontier",
where experts discussed the potential of digitalization
to significantly improve Bangladesh's Domestic
Revenue Mobilization (DRM). [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Four steel giants in
Chattogram control over half of steel
market, study finds

(sg) A recent study indicates that despite Bangladesh
boasting around 40 steelmakers, four steel giants in
Chattogram dominate 53 percent of the market. These
key players include Bangladesh Steel Re-Rolling Mills
(BSRM), Abul Khair Steel (AKS), GPH Ispat, and Kabir
Steel Re-Rolling Mills (KSRM). [The Daily Star 1]

The total annual steel production capacity stands at 9
million tons against an 8.5 million tons demand,
resulting in overcapacity due to fierce competition.
Despite economic pressures and a government
reduction in steel consumption, market demand is
projected to increase by 25 percent by 2027,
necessitating expanded production.

Additionally, analysts at the Bangladesh International
Trade Summit predict a rise in steel prices in
Bangladesh due to increases in US dollar rates. Despite
global stability in steel raw material prices, the country
will face higher import costs as a result of the US
dollar's hike under the crawling peg system, under
which the exchange rate is periodically adjusted. [The
Daily Star 2]

Chattogram, housing 62 percent of the country's steel-
melting capacity, remains pivotal in steel
manufacturing due to its proximity to the Chattogram
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port, facilitating raw material imports and
infrastructure development.

Bangladesh: State-owned lender reports
78 percent increase in losses, continues
decades-long struggle

(sg) Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB), a state-owned
lender, reported a 78 percent year-on-year increase in
losses for the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2023.
The government owned lender’s classified loan was
about USD 5.54 billion which was 21.57 percent of total
debt. The bank suffered a loss of USD 3.2 billion in
1994-95. It has been in the red since then except for
2000-01 when it logged a profit of USD 258,366. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Dhaka Bank's Q1 profit
highest in last four years

(sg) Dhaka Bank, a leading private sector commercial
bank in Bangladesh, reported a year-on-year profit
increase of 26 percent in the first quarter of this year,
reaching USD 0.65 billion USD, marking its highest
profit in four years. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government strengthens
surveillance on NGOs in Rohingya refugee
camps

(Im) Amid escalating conflict and violence in
neighboring Myanmar, the Bangladeshi government
has intensified its surveillance efforts on non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) operating within
Rohingya refugee camps. [Dhaka Tribune]

The government's vigilance stems from past incidents
where international NGOs were banned for supporting
anti-repatriation campaigns and financing Rohingya
mass gatherings. Thus, concerns persist that terrorist
organizations may exploit intelligence gaps and the
presence of unknown NGOs to incite unrest and
destabilize the already fragile situation in the camps.

Currently, NGOs must adhere to stringent regulations
to operate within Rohingya camps. These regulations
include comprehensive reporting to the District
Commissioner of Cox's Bazar, detailing lists of
personnel and equipment, as well as obtaining
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approval from the Bureau of NGO Affairs. Activities
must be implemented under the supervision of the
District Commissioner, with strict prohibitions against
engaging in state, government, or anti-repatriation
activities during project execution.

Despite efforts to enforce compliance, concerns persist
regarding potential exploitation by terrorist
organizations. Stakeholders have recommended joint
patrolling under the leadership of the district
magistrate, with armed forces already deployed for
patrol activities around the camps. Additionally, the
Coast Guard has been mobilized to secure areas
surrounding Bhasan Char and coastal regions.

Bangladesh: Over 50 houses gutted in
Gazipur city fire

(Im) A fire broke out in a bypass area of Bangladesh’s
Gazipur city early on May 9, engulfing several markets
and over 50 tin-roof houses. [Dhaka Tribune]

Gazipur, a key industrial and commercial hub in central
Bangladesh, hosts diverse sectors like textiles,
garments, pharmaceuticals, and manufacturing.
However, the city's densely populated nature, coupled
with factors like poor infrastructure and lax
enforcement of safety measures, has led to fire
incidents caused by electrical faults, chemical mishaps,
and negligence.

Bangladesh: One killed in clash over
establishing supremacy in Gopalganj
Sadar subdistrict

(Im) A clash between two rival groups in a village in
Bangladesh’s Gopalganj Sadar subdistrict (upazila)
resulted in the death of one individual. The altercation
led to the vandalization of several shops and houses.
Gunfire ensued between the factions, leaving six
individuals injured, including the deceased. Security
forces, including members of Bangladesh Police and
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), were deployed in the
area to maintain peace. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Government sets sights on
agricultural transformation by 2040
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(ps) Bhutan is charting a transformative journey in
agriculture, guided by its Country Programming
Framework (CPF) ratified by the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO). The ambitious goal is
to elevate the agriculture sector's GDP contribution
from USD 365 million in 2022 to USD 625 million by
2029 and USD 854 million by 2034, accentuating a
strategic alliance with the FAO focusing on climate-
smart agriculture, food security, and sustainable
agrifood systems. [Kuensel 1]

To fuel this expansion, the Bhutanese government is
unveiling a revamped Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
policy tailored to invigorate the agriculture sector.
Under this policy overhaul, foreign ownership in
agriculture will surge to 100 percent, a notable rise
from the prior 74 percent cap. This initiative aims to
magnetize substantial investment, targeting an FDI
influx of approximately USD 1.2 billion by 2029. The
policy enhancements encompass provisions for
seamless repatriation of dividends and capital,
unhindered access to foreign exchange, extended
lease terms for state land, and the recruitment of
foreign expatriates without constraints. [Kuensel 2]

Even though agriculture employs about half of
Bhutan's workforce, traditional practices still dominate
the industry, which limits productivity. The Bhutan
Agri-Trade and Investment Forum emphasized the
need for technological advancements to modernize
agriculture. The potential of abandoned land is
expected to be unlocked by technology, as there is
now just 2.7 percent of land that is suitable for
harvesting. It is projected that government programs
like the National Digital Identity (NDI) and high-speed
fiber connectivity will facilitate the adoption of
technology into agriculture, encouraging farmers to
commercialize their output and find new markets for
their goods. [Kuensel 3]

The RNR Strategy 2040 is Bhutan's ambitious plan to
revitalize its agriculture sector and ensure the
sustainable wellbeing of its people by 2040. Key to the
strategy are eleven initiatives aimed at boosting
production and quality, enhancing the sector’s
economic contribution, fostering agri-business,
developing supportive policies, strengthening research
and innovation, improving service delivery, increasing
production efficiency, diversifying financing, promoting
sustainable resource management, and building
climate resilience.

The transformation envisioned by the strategy requires
significant financial investment, totaling USD 260
million over several milestones, with the goal of
making Bhutan a high-income country by 2034. The
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strategy builds on historical efforts such as the Green
Revolution and seeks to increase exports by improving
agricultural standards and marketing. With 70 percent
food self-sufficiency and a high demand for its
products, Bhutan aims to leverage its agricultural
sector for socioeconomic growth and international
market presence. [Kuensel 4]

Bhutan: Drastic drop in tobacco imports
raises smuggling concerns

(ps) In 2023, Bhutan experienced a sharp decline in
tobacco imports by over 300 percent, dropping to
approximately USD 6.26 million from USD 18.37 million
in 2022. This decrease, which occurred after the
reintroduction of a 100 percent sales tax, has sparced
concerns about a potential increase in tobacco
smuggling within the country. Tobacco production and
sales to minors are prohibited, with strict penalties for
offenses near sensitive locations. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: High nurse turnover rate raises
concerns over healthcare quality

(ps) The high turnover rate of medical nurses, with an
attrition rate approaching 30 percent at JDWNRH, the
country’s largest hospital, poses a serious risk to
healthcare quality in Bhutan. Health Minister Lyonpo
Tandin Wangchuk highlighted the challenges during
International Nurses Day on May 12, noting that the
workload has increased due to the rise in patient
numbers and overcrowding in emergency wards.
Despite efforts to retain nurses, including exit
meetings and improvements in working conditions,
nurses continue to resign at the highest rate among
healthcare professionals. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Hypertension cases rise to 30
percent in 2023

(Im) Non-communicable diseases (NCDs), often linked
to lifestyle choices, constitute 69 percent of total
deaths in Bhutan, with cardiovascular disease being a
significant contributor. Hypertension, a key risk factor
for stroke, heart disease, and kidney failure, remains a
concern, with cases increasing from 28 to 30 percent
between 2019 and 2023. Alarmingly, 65 percent of
adults remain undiagnosed. [Kuensel]
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India: Fifth phase of 2024 Lok Sabha
elections begins

(ms) On May 20, India entered the fifth phase of its
elections to Parliament’s lower House, the Lok Sabha.
This phase will determine the fate of 695 candidates
across 49 constituencies spanning six states and two
union territories. The elections, which began on April
19 and will conclude on June 1, involve nearly 970
million registered voters who will elect 543
representatives to the Lok Sabha, the lower house of
India's Parliament. The votes will be counted on June 4.
[Al Jazeera] [Associated Press] [Hindustan Times]

One of the most watched constituencies is Rae Bareli
in Uttar Pradesh, where Rahul Gandhi, the leader of
the main opposition Congress party, is contesting.
Traditionally a stronghold of the Nehru-Gandhi family,
this seat was previously held by Sonia Gandhi, Rahul's
mother and former Congress president. This election is
critical for Rahul Gandhi, who also seeks re-election
from Wayanad in Kerala, which has already voted.

In Lucknow, also in Uttar Pradesh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh is vying for a third term. As a senior BJP
leader, Singh’s performance in this election could
significantly influence the party's standing in one of
India’s most politically significant states.

Adjacent to Rae Bareli is Amethi, another high-stakes
seat. Smriti Irani, the federal Minister for Women and
Child Development, is defending her seat against
Congress' Kishori Lal Sharma. Irani’s victory over Rahul
Gandhi in Amethi in 2019 was a landmark win for the
BJP. Kaiserganj in Uttar Pradesh is another critical
constituency where the BJP has fielded Karan Bhushan
Singh, the son of Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, who faces
charges of sexual harassment. The elder Singh, a
former Wrestling Federation of India president, has
denied these allegations.

Faizabad, near the site of the Ayodhya Ram temple, is
also in the spotlight. BJP's Lallu Singh is contesting
against Awadhesh Prasad of the Samajwadi Party, part
of the opposition INDIA alliance. The inauguration of
the Ram temple in Ayodhya marks a historic and
contentious milestone in Indian politics and society.
The temple is built on the site of the Babri Masjid, a
centuries-old mosque demolished by Hindu extremists
in 1992, sparking deadly riots across India. This event
has been a flashpoint in Hindu-Muslim relations,
symbolizing the BJP's agenda of promoting Hindutva, a
form of Hindu nationalism. The BJP's endorsement and
facilitation of the temple's construction are seen by
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many as further marginalizing India's Muslim
population and suppressing Islamic cultural and
religious symbols, aligning with the party's broader
strategy of consolidating Hindu identity and political
power.

In Bihar, Saran will see a contest between Rohini
Acharya, daughter of Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav, and BJP’s Rajiv Pratap Rudy. In
Hajipur, Chirag Paswan of the Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) seeks to uphold his father's legacy, competing
against RJD's Shiv Chandra Ram. In Maharashtra,
notable candidates include Piyush Goyal, a key BJP
leader, and Ujjwal Nikam, a prominent lawyer running
in Mumbai North Central. The BJP’'s performance in this
industrially significant state will be crucial for its
national prospects.

In the union territory of Ladakh, the BJP faces local
discontent after denying a ticket to its sitting MP,
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal. The Congress hopes to
leverage regional grievances to its advantage, focusing
on promises to include Ladakh under the Sixth
Schedule of the Indian Constitution for tribal
protection. Including Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution would provide the region
with greater autonomy and self-governance through
autonomous district councils. This change would
safeguard the land and resources of indigenous tribal
communities from external exploitation. It would also
facilitate the preservation of Ladakh's cultural identity
and traditional practices. Economically and
educationally, the region could see tailored
development initiatives, potentially improving living
standards. Politically, it would ensure enhanced
representation for tribal interests, allowing them a
more significant role in decision-making processes and
grievance redressal.

About 90 million voters will decide the outcome in this
phase, with significant security measures in place. In
West Bengal, for example, more than 60,000 central
forces and 30,000 state police personnel are deployed
due to a history of election-related violence.
Maharashtra also has extensive security, particularly in
Mumbai's sensitive areas. The previous phases have
seen voter turnouts ranging from 61 percent to 67.3
percent. Phase 1 recorded 66.1 percent, Phase 2 saw
66.7 percent, Phase 3 had 61 percent, and Phase 4
witnessed 67.3 percent turnout.

India: Enforcement Directorate files
charge sheet against Delhi chief minister,
AAP in liquor scam case



(Im) India’s premier financial crime investigator, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), has filed its seventh
supplementary chargesheet in the money laundering
case linked to the Delhi excise policy 2021-22, naming
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) as accused under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA). This marks the first
time Kejriwal and a political party have been named in
the ED’s chargesheet concerning this case. [The Hindu]

The ED's investigation alleges that the AAP
government, under Chief Minister Kejriwal, and other
top AAP leaders were involved in corruption, receiving
kickbacks from liquor wholesalers and retailers in
exchange for favorable terms in the policy. The latest
chargesheet alleges that Kejriwal was the "kingpin" of
the excise policy scam, directly involved in policy
formulation and handling proceeds of crime. The ED
claims to have evidence of money being sent to AAP
via "hawala" channels - an informal method of
transferring money without any physical money
actually moving - and mentions chats between Kejriwal
and hawala operators.

The AAP, on its end, maintains that despite extensive
investigations and raids, no substantial recovery has
been made from its leaders, and it accuses the ED of
bias and acting under influence of India’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

India: Farmers end rail protest in Punjab,
shift focus to BJP leaders' residences

(wh) After a month-long protest at Shambhu railway
station on India’s northwestern Punjab state, farmers
have decided to change tactics, targeting the
residences of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders in
Punjab and Haryana state. This shift, part of efforts by
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) and Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha (KMM), two prominent organizations leading
the farmers'’ protests, aims to secure the release of
three farmers arrested during the protests. The Indian
Express] [NDTV] [The Times of India]

Over 20,000 farmers from the northern states of
Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh have mobilized
towards New Delhi since February 13, advocating for a
legally guaranteed Minimum Support Price (MSP) for
23 crops. They assert this measure is necessary to
ensure more stable and improved incomes.
Historically, these farmers are from regions central to
India’s Green Revolution of the 1960s, which made
India self-sufficient in food but led to unsustainable
agricultural practices, particularly water usage. Their
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incomes have suffered due to high production costs
and market volatility, prompting calls for structural
changes in agricultural policy.

However, the protest march, aimed at the national
capital, was halted by security forces on February 13,
leading to prolonged protests at Shambhu and
Khanauri border points. The rail blockade severely
impacted the Delhi-Jammu route, with thousands of
trains cancelled or diverted, affecting both passengers
and goods transport.

India: Nationwide rollout of Citizenship
Amendment Act is Prime Minister Modi’s
‘guarantee’

(Im/wh) In an election rally in Midnapore, a city in
India’s eastern state of West Bengal, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi emphasized that the nationwide
implementation of the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) is his "guarantee."

Enacted in 2019, the CAA aims to provide a pathway to
Indian citizenship for persecuted religious minorities
from three neighboring countries: Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Afghanistan. Specifically, it offers
citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis,
and Christians from these countries who entered India
on or before December 31, 2014. Notably, the CAA
does not extend this provision to Muslim refugees
from these countries, which has been a primary point
of contention and controversy.

Modi's recent remarks come after the government
issued implementation rules in March this year, five
years post its passage in Parliament. Prime Minister
Modi, along with Home Minister Amit Shah, has
consistently reiterated their commitment to enforce
the CAA effectively.

At the election rally in Midnapore, Modi asserted that
the CAA's implementation process had commenced,
with 300 refugees from neighboring nations already
conferred Indian citizenship. This statement,
strategically made before the polls in Bongaon, holds
particular significance due to the constituency's
substantial Matua community, comprised of refugees
from Bangladesh advocating for unconditional
citizenship.

During his address, Modi not only promised citizenship
to members of the backward community but also
accused the Trinamool Congress (TMC) of misleading
them for electoral benefits. He alleged that the TMC



was facilitating infiltrators and altering Bengal's
demographic fabric for political gains. Additionally,
Modi criticized the TMC's governance, highlighting
issues such as forced migration of locals due to lack of
employment opportunities and the alleged preferential
treatment of infiltrators by the state government.

India: Delhi High Court judge recuses from
hearing plea against BBC documentary

(Im) A judge of the Delhi High Court has recused
himself from hearing a plea filed by an NGO against a
BBC documentary which focused on the treatment of
Muslims under Prime Minister Modi's reign and
warned of a slide into authoritarianism. The NGO
alleges that the documentary tarnishes the country's
reputation and makes false and defamatory
statements against Modi and the Indian judiciary.
Justice Anup Jairam Bhambhani did not provide a
reason for recusal but mentioned that the case would
be heard by another bench on May 22, subject to the
Acting Chief Justice's orders. [Deccan Herald] [The
Hindu]

India: Supreme Court bails NewsClick
editor arrested in Chinese funding case

(wh) On May 15, India’s Supreme Court deemed the
arrest of Prabir Purkayastha, founder and editor of
NewsClick, as illegal under antiterrorism laws.
Purkayastha was initially arrested in October 2023
following allegations of receiving Chinese funding, as
reported by The New York Times. Despite being charged
under stringent laws, the Supreme Court ruled his
arrest invalid due to the failure to provide written
grounds for detention. [Al Jazeera] [The Hindu]

NewsClick, known for its critical coverage of
progressive movements, has faced accusations of
being funded by Chinese interests, allegations that it
vehemently denies.

India: Police seize CCTV footage from Delhi
Chief Minister’s residence in Swati
Maliwal case

(ms) The Delhi Police on May 19 confiscated the CCTV
digital video recorder from the residence of Delhi Chief
Minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Arvind
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Kejriwal, as part of an investigation into the alleged
assault of AAP MP Swati Maliwal. The incident has
sparked intense political drama, with AAP accusing the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of orchestrating a
conspiracy to undermine the party. [First Post 1] [First
Post 2] [First Post 3]

Maliwal alleges that she was assaulted by Kejriwal's
personal assistant, Bibhav Kumar, at Kejriwal's
residence while Kejriwal was present. Kumar has been
arrested and faces charges of molestation and
attempted culpable homicide. AAP leaders have
vehemently defended Kumar, suggesting that the
allegations are part of a broader BJP strategy to
discredit the party. [AIR No. 20, May/2024, 2]

India: UN revises economic growth for
2024 upwards to nearly 7 percent

(sg) The United Nations has revised its 2024 economic
growth projection for India upwards to 6.9 percent, up
from the 6.2 percent projected in January. This growth
is primarily driven by strong public investment and
resilient private consumption. The GDP growth
projection for 2025 remains unchanged at 6.6 percent.
[The Indian Express]

The mid-2024 update of the World Economic Situation
and Prospects report highlights that consumer price
inflation in India is projected to decrease from 5.6
percent in 2023 to 4.5 percent in 2024, staying within
the central bank's target range. Labor market
indicators have shown improvement, reflecting robust
economic growth and higher labor force participation.
The Indian government aims to gradually reduce the
fiscal deficit while increasing capital investment.
Despite subdued external demand impacting
merchandise export growth, exports in
pharmaceuticals and chemicals are expected to
expand strongly.

The report underscores the strong performance of
India's economy as a key driver of the positive
economic outlook for South Asia, with regional GDP
projected to grow by 5.8 percent in 2024.

India: Terrorist attacks in Kashmir result
in death of former village leader

(ms) Two terrorist attacks occurred late on May 18 in
Kashmir, killing a former village leader in Shopian and
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injuring a tourist couple in Anantnag. These incidents
occurred just two days before parliamentary elections
in Baramulla. Security measures have been intensified
in the affected areas, with authorities launching search
operations to apprehend the perpetrators. [First Post]
[Mint]

Maldives: 19th Parliament concludes; 20th
Parliament to commence on May 28

(Im) In the Maldives, the 19th Parliament concluded its
term on May 13, marking an end to the session that
began in May 2019. Key achievements include holding
the Executive accountable and passing important
legislation, such as the Whistleblower Protection Bill
and the Juvenile Justice Bill. [the edition]

The 20th Parliament, set to commence on May 28, will
see the People's National Congress (PNC) of President
Mohamed Muizzu holding a supermajority with 77
seats, marking a considerable shift in the legislative
landscape.

Maldives: President Muizzu returns Land
Act amendment bill to Parliament for
reconsideration

(hg) In the Maldives, President Mohamed Muizzu has
returned the ninth amendment bill of the Land Act to
Parliament for reconsideration, signaling a potential
revision to the legislation. The bill, which was
previously passed by the 19th Parliament, seeks to
expedite the process of handing over lands to
recipients within three months of the recipient list
being published in the Maldivian gazette. However,
with the conclusion of the 19th Parliament's term, the
bill will now be reevaluated by the incoming 20th
Parliament, scheduled to be sworn in on May 28.
[edition]

The legislation aims to address delays in the
distribution of land under the 'Binveriya' scheme
initiated by former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.
Despite the recipient list being published in August
2023, some recipients are yet to receive their land
registration documents. Under the scheme, a total of
9,000 plots were allocated from various locations,
including Hulhumalé Phase 2, Hulhumalé Phase 3,
Giraavaru, and Gulhifalhu. While a significant number
of plots have been handed over and registered, there
are still 303 recipients awaiting their registration
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documents, with some individuals having passed away
since the list was published. Additionally, 16 individuals
have requested to relinquish their plots, further
complicating the distribution process.

Maldives: President of football association
faces embezzlement, money laundering
charges

(hg) A hearing was scheduled for the embezzlement
and money laundering charges against the President
of the Football Association of Maldives (FAM), Bassam
Adeel Jaleel. The charges stemmed from an
investigation into alleged financial misconduct
involving the misuse of funds. Bassam Adeel Jaleel was
accused of embezzling funds from the FAM and
laundering the money through various channels. The
investigation uncovered significant financial
discrepancies and irregularities, leading to legal action
against him. [the edition]

The hearing aimed to address the specifics of the
charges, including the extent of the embezzlement and
the methods used for money laundering. This case
drew considerable attention due to Bassam's
prominent position within the FAM and its implications
for transparency and governance within sports
organizations in the Maldives.

The outcome of the hearing could have significant
consequences for both Bassam Adeel Jaleel and the
FAM, potentially leading to reforms and increased
scrutiny of financial practices within the organization.
lavas]

Maldives: Zakat House opens self-
registration for poverty list

(hg) The Maldives Zakat House recently opened self-
registration for the poverty list. Residents of Malé,
Hulhumalé, and Villimalé were able to submit
applications. Existing beneficiaries who received Zakat
this year and had not experienced changes in their
circumstances remained on the list without needing to
re-register. There were 8,000 individuals registered on
the poverty list. During the last Ramadan, each person
on the list within the Malé area received MVR 8,000 as
Zakat. [edition]

Zakat House operates under the Ministry of Islamic
Affairs to facilitate the mandatory almsgiving pillar of
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Islam.

Maldives: Development Bank established
to boost economic growth

(hg) The President's Office announced the formation of
the Development Bank of Maldives Limited.
Established under presidential authority, the bank
aims to invest in sustainable economic and social
development and raise funds for infrastructure
projects. This initiative addresses financing challenges
for Public Sector Investment Program (PSIP) projects
and seeks to attract foreign exchange deposits.
[mihaaru]

The registered address for the Development Bank of
Maldives Limited is the Ministry of Finance. The
initiative is supported by the Maldives International
Financial Services Authority (MIFZA), which was created
to develop the necessary laws and regulations.
Additionally, a bill is being drafted to establish laws for
international financial centers, aiming to expand the
financial sector and increase opportunities.

Maldives: New improvements to
immigration work visa process introduced

(hg) The Maldives introduced new improvements to
the immigration work visa process starting May 19,
aimed at enhancing public services. These changes
included a streamlined passport collection process
using the 'Ant Queue' application to reduce physical
waiting times and improve the overall experience for
applicants.[immigration.gov.mv]

Maldives: Health minister announces
safety inspections for imported food
items

(hg) Health Minister Abdulla Khaleel announced that
the Maldives would begin sampling and testing
imported food items for safety inspections.
Preparations were underway, including arrangements
to send samples abroad if necessary. He emphasized
the importance of a robust inspection system and
noted the use of chemicals in some foods, highlighting
the need for precautionary testing. [avas]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-cj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-ci/

A recently passed food safety bill would grant the
Maldives Food and Drug Authority greater legal powers
upon ratification. [the edition]

Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal survives
fourth vote of confidence

(Im) On May 20, Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal secured his fourth vote of confidence from the
lower house of parliament within an 18-month period
since assuming office. Dahal, who leads the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center), managed
to obtain 157 votes in favor in the 275-member House
of Representatives, surpassing the 138 votes required
for the confidence vote. [China Daily]

The vote of confidence took place amid a turbulent
political climate, with the main opposition party, Nepali
Congress, demanding an investigation into allegations
of fund misappropriation involving Home Minister Rabi
Lamichhane. Despite Lamichhane's denial of the
charges, opposition lawmakers insisted on his
resignation and engaged in protests within the lower
house, attempting to obstruct the confidence vote.
Except for one member, the entire opposition
abstained from participating in the vote of confidence.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

The necessity for this vote of confidence arose after
the Janata Samajbadi Party Nepal (JSP-Nepal) exited
the coalition government on May 13, following an
to Nepal's constitutional provisions, a vote of
confidence is mandated within 30 days whenever a
coalition partner withdraws its support.

In response to JSP-Nepal's departure, Dahal quickly
moved to stabilize his coalition by incorporating a
splinter faction of the JSP-Nepal into the government.
He introduced two ministers from the newly formed
Janata Samajbadi Party, which had broken away with
seven lawmakers, into his cabinet.

Against this backdrop, JSP-Nepal President Upendra

Yadav petitioned the Supreme Court to halt the vote,
arguing it is invalid due to unresolved party disputes
and ineligible defected lawmakers. [The Kathmandu

Post 2]

Dahal's previous floor tests provide a backdrop to the
current political landscape. Following a shift in
alliances, he secured consecutive votes of confidence,
notably witnessing a decline in support over time.
From garnering 268 votes in January 2023 to 157 votes
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in the third test, the prime minister's evolving backing
reflects the fluidity of Nepal's political dynamics.

Nepal: President presents government’s
policies and programs amidst obstruction
of Nepali Congress

(ps) In Nepal, the government's policies and programs
for the upcoming fiscal year, read out by President
Ram Chandra Paudel on May 14, were tabled in both
Houses of Parliament amid obstructions from the main
opposition party, Nepali Congress (NC). [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [Nepal News]

The NC has been protesting in Parliament, demanding
a parliamentary probe into the widespread
embezzlement of cooperative deposits affecting
hundreds of thousands of depositors. Deputy Prime
Minister and Home Minister Rabi Lamichhane is at the
center of their outrage due to his alleged involvement
in the scam. While Lamichhane has publicly denied the
charges and requested an opportunity to defend
himself in Parliament, the NC had initially blocked him
from speaking in Parliament's lower House.

During a House meeting on May 19, Lamichhane
refuted allegations of embezzling cooperative funds,
asserting his innocence and challenging anyone to
present concrete evidence of his involvement in
financial irregularities. He criticized the NC for
disrupting Parliament, attributing their actions to
sensationalized media headlines targeting him.
Lamichhane also revealed that the NC had previously
offered him the prime ministerial position, questioning
their moral stance in deeming him unfit for the role of
home minister while considering him for prime
minister. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

This situation has further complicated the
parliamentary process, especially as the government is
compelled to announce the fiscal budget on May 28.
While the National Assembly sitting was adjourned due
to obstruction by the main opposition, the House of
Representatives meeting was deferred until May 22.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government set to relax party split
rules

(Im) Nepal's government is preparing to revise the
Political Parties Act to facilitate the process of party
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splits. Under the proposed changes, a faction within a
political party would need the support of 40 percent of
either the parliamentary party or the central
committee to initiate the formation of a new party.
This amendment seeks to streamline the procedures
for party splits, making it easier for dissident groups to
establish their own political entities. [The Kathmandu
Post]

The bill under consideration seeks to restore
provisions of the Political Parties Act that were
rendered ineffective following the repeal of an
ordinance three years ago. This ordinance had
amended the Act to facilitate party splits by lowering
the threshold for support required within party
committees. However, after achieving its intended
purpose, the ordinance was revoked, rendering its
amendments void.

Initially, a bill to amend the Political Parties Act was
slated for discussion in Parliament's lower House.
However, the main opposition Nepali Congress
obstructed the proceedings, prompting the
government to request the withdrawal of the bill. This
decision followed an agreement among ruling parties
that acknowledged the necessity for certain
modifications to the proposed legislation.

The recent split within the Janata Samajbadi Party-
Nepal, where the Ashok Rai faction launched a new
party, underscores the relevance of addressing the
procedural aspects of party splits. In the absence of
clear legal provisions governing the formation of new
parties following splits, the Election Commission
registered the newly formed Janata Samajbadi Party in
accordance with existing regulations.

In fact, the Supreme Court intervened in the ongoing
dispute surrounding the recognition of a new political
party led by Ashok Rai. In response to a petition filed
by Upendra Yadav, the Chairman of the Janata
Samajbadi Party Nepal (JSP-Nepal), the court issued an
interlocutory interim order against the Election
Commission's decision to register Rai's faction as a
separate political entity. Yadav contested the
commission's decision, asserting that the Rai-led group
did not fulfill the necessary criteria for party
registration, particularly the requirement of support
from 40 percent of members in both the central
committee and the parliamentary party. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Critics view the proposed amendments to the Political
Parties Act as emblematic of partisan interests
overshadowing broader national concerns, particularly
amidst a severe economic crisis. They argue that the
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focus on internal party dynamics detracts from
addressing pressing issues facing the country.

Nepal: Koshi chief minister expands
Cabinet; Sudurpaschim chief minister
Sodari wins trust vote

(Im) Koshi Province Chief Minister Hikmat Karki has
expanded his Cabinet by inducting five new ministers
and two state ministers from the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (UML) and the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre). [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Meanwhile, Sudurpaschim Chief Minister Dirgha
Bahadur Sodari secured the confidence of the
provincial assembly with 28 votes out of 53, ensuring a
majority. The support came from various parties
including the UML, Maoist Centre, CPN (Unified
Socialist), Nagarik Unmukti Party, and an independent
lawmaker. Opposition parties, including Congress,
Resham Chaudhary faction of Nagarik Unmukti, and
Rastriya Prajatantra Party, boycotted the meeting. The
chief minister underwent the floor test as mandated by
the constitution within 30 days of his appointment,
which occurred on April 18. Earlier attempts for the
floor test were delayed due to objections from the
UML, citing lack of consultation. [The Kathmandu Post
2]

Nepal: Online case registration has been
implemented by the Supreme Court

(ps) The Supreme Court of Nepal has introduced an
online registration system for cases. As part of this
initiative, the court will also send notifications of the
cause list through an automated system. Chief Justice
Bishowambhar Prasad Shrestha inaugurated the
service, expressing confidence that it will make it
easier and more convenient for people, especially
those in remote areas, to access justice. The system
aims to facilitate remote and online case registration
through firms, reducing both cost and time compared
to in-person registration. The court has also made it
clear that there are no costs associated with using this
method, which will eventually result in paperless case
registration and simple case record administration.
[The Himalayan Times]
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Nepal: Nepali Congress president calls
joint meeting of central working
committee and parliamentary party

(Im) Sher Bahadur Deuba, the president of Nepal's
main opposition Nepali Congress, has called for a joint
meeting of the party’s central working committee and
parliamentary party to discuss recent political
developments. [The Kathmandu Post]

The Nepali Congress has been obstructing
parliamentary proceedings, demanding a probe into a
cooperative fraud case involving Deputy Prime Minister
and Home Minister Rabi Lamichhane. Protests
continued in the House of Representatives during
Lamichhane's speech and Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal's floor test.

Nepal: Major parties clash over Giri
Bandhu Tea Estate land swap

(ps) The contentious issue of a land swap scandal
involving the Giri Bandhu Tea Estate, a tea plantation
located in Koshi province in eastern Nepal, has
become the focal point of increasing tensions between
the main opposition Nepali Congress and the coalition
core Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) (UML) [The Kathmandu Post]

At its core, the tensions center around a land swap
decision taken during the tenure of the UML-led
government in April 2021 to allow the tea estate to
swap land exceeding the legal ownership ceiling in
exchange for other land within Koshi province. This
decision was challenged in court, leading to a Supreme
Court ruling this Februrary overturning the
government's decision. The court deemed the decision
to contravene land laws and highlighted the need for
proper assessment and compliance with legal
provisions regarding land transactions.

Following a recent Supreme Court verdict that
overturned a decision made by the Oli government
regarding the land swap, the Congress has been
vocally calling for further investigation into the matter,
labeling the court's ruling as historic and demanding
accountability for those involved in the disputed
transaction. In response, the UML, led by its chair and
former prime minister KP Sharma Oli, has launched a
counterattack, accusing the Congress of its own
involvement in questionable land dealings. Oli alleged
that the Congress had facilitated land transactions
involving the Giri Bandhu Tea Estate in exchange for
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substantial commissions, attempting to deflect
criticism away from his party.

Nepal: Committee to select office bearers
for transitional justice bodies remains idle

(Im) The committee formed to select office bearers for
Nepal's Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons has remained inactive since its creation over a
month ago. Established on April 12, the five-member
committee, led by former Chief Justice Om Prakash
Mishra, has not started its work due to the National
Human Rights Commission's refusal to send a
representative without a commitment to amend the
Enforced Disappearance Enquiry, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act. [The Kathmandu Post]

The commissions have been inactive since July 2022,
awaiting new chairpersons and members. The impasse
continues as political parties remain divided on the
provisions of the amendment bill, which has stalled in
the parliamentary committee.

Nepal: More than 5,000 forest fires in ten
months

(Im) In Nepal, a total of 5,130 incidents of wildfires
occurred over a period of about ten months. In the
month of April alone, there were 3,270 fire incidents,
according to statistics from the Department of Forest
and Land Conservation. The department cites lack of
resources, adequate preparation, and training as
major hurdles in addressing the increasing number of
wildfires in the country. Coordination between
government agencies and other stakeholders is
deemed necessary for effective fire control. [The
Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Girl allegedly shot by former
teacher after she refused to withdraw
rape complaint

(Im) In Nepal, relatives claim that a girl was shot on
May 3 after she refused to withdraw a rape complaint
against her former teacher. The accused, who allegedly
raped her two years ago, is still at large. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: State-owned oil corporation
slashes fuel prices

(Im) The Nepal Oil Corporation has reduced the prices
of petrol and diesel by approximately USD 5 cents and
USD 3.75 cents per liter, respectively. Under the new
tariff, consumers in various cities will pay
approximately USD 1.28 per liter for petrol and
approximately USD 1.15 per liter for diesel and
kerosene in Kathmandu, Pokhara, and Dipayal. Prices
in other cities like Surkhet, Dang, and Birgunj have also
been adjusted accordingly. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan
appears before Supreme Court by video
link

(Im) Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan, who
has been imprisoned since August 2023, appeared
before the Supreme Court via video link for the first
time in connection with a case regarding amendments
to the country's anticorruption law. However, the court
hearing was not livestreamed or aired on news
channels. Khan's party, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), accused Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa of colluding
with the government to prevent the broadcast, alleging
that the aim was to undermine the PTI. [Al Jazeera]

The case pertains to amendments made to Pakistan's
National Accountability Ordinance (NAO) 1999, which
significantly curtailed the powers of the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB), the country's primary
anticorruption agency. The changes in law, introduced
by the government following Imran Khan's ousting as
Prime Minister in April 2022, imposed restrictions on
the NAB's investigative and prosecutorial authority.
These alterations resulted in the withdrawal of
numerous corruption-related cases from NAB courts,
involving high-profile figures such as Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, President Asif Ali Zardari, and former
Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani, among others.

Imran Khan, along with his PTI party, opposed these
amendments, alleging that they facilitated corruption
and protected influential individuals. Khan filed a
petition in the Supreme Court challenging the
amendments, seeking their annulment.
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Pakistan: Leading rights body expresses
‘grave concern’ as Punjab passes
defamation law

(Im) Pakistan's leading rights body, the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), has expressed "grave
concern" over a newly passed defamation law by the
Punjab Assembly. The law establishes special tribunals
to handle defamation cases, with the authority to
impose fines up to USD 10,770 for spreading "fake
news" and to decide cases within six months. [Arab
News]

The HRCP noted that the law gives preferential
treatment to constitutional officeholders, allowing
defamation claims against them to be heard by a high
court judge, which violates the principle of equality
before the law.

Despite opposition from journalists and media bodies,
the bill was passed, leading to protests and walkouts
by journalists. Punjab Information Minister Azma
Bokhari defended the law, asserting its aim to curb lies
and defamation while maintaining that freedom of
expression would not be unduly restricted.

Pakistan: X ban enters fourth month

(Im) The ban on X, formerly known as Twitter, in
Pakistan has now entered its fourth month, with
authorities blocking the social media platform since
February 17. This action follows protests related to
allegations of vote rigging in a general election. Digital
rights activists and rights groups have criticized the
ban as a violation of civil liberties, highlighting
concerns about government attempts to regulate
social media content and quell dissent. [Arab News]

The Pakistani government's recent establishment of
the National Cybercrimes Investigation Agency (NCCIA)
has also raised concerns among digital rights activists,
who view it as another attempt to restrict online
criticism.

Pakistan: Government seeks ‘viable
business plan’ for state-owned
broadcasting corporations

(Im) The Pakistani government on May 20 requested a
"viable business plan" for two state-owned
broadcasting corporations, Pakistan Television
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Corporation (PTVC) and Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation (PBC), as part of its efforts to reform loss-
making state entities. This directive was issued during
a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on State-Owned
Enterprises (CCoSOEs) in Islamabad, led by Finance
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb. [Arab News]

This move aligns with Pakistan’'s ongoing push for
privatization and reforms in state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) as it negotiates a new bailout program with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). The IMF has
stipulated that SOEs with significant financial losses
require stronger governance to secure the fresh
bailout.

The Finance Division emphasized the strategic
importance of PTVC and PBC and instructed the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting to submit an
effective business plan for better management. This
request is part of a broader agenda to privatize debt-
ridden SOEs, including Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA), for which the government is considering selling a
stake of 51 percent to 100 percent.

Ahead of the original May 4 deadline, 10 companies
submitted bids to buy a majority stake in PIA, including
Pakistani tycoon Arif Habib, domestic aviation services
firm Gerry's Group, and three of the nation's private
airlines, according to local media reports. The deadline
for bids was subsequently extended to May 18. [Nikkei
Asia]

Pakistan: Met Office warns of glacial
floods in country’s north amid rising
temperatures

(Im) The Pakistan Meteorological Department issued a
warning about potential glacial lake outburst floods in
the country's northern Gilgit-Baltistan region and
northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province due to
rising temperatures, exacerbated by an expected
heatwave starting on May 21. The heatwave,
forecasted to push temperatures in some areas past
40 degrees Celsius, could elevate the risk of flash
floods in vulnerable snow-covered and glaciated areas.
[Arab News]

Increased exposure to heatwaves has been identified
as a significant impact of climate change in Pakistan,
with previous incidents causing fatalities and health
complications. To mitigate risks, the government of
Punjab province announced the closure of public and
private schools from May 25 to May 31.
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Pakistan has faced significant losses due to climate
change impacts, including devastating floods in 2022,
highlighting the urgent need for proactive measures
and adaptation strategies.

Pakistan: Experts urge government to
probe capital flight after ‘Dubai Unlocked”
revelations

(Im) Tax lawyers and real estate experts are urging
Pakistani authorities to investigate capital flight and
potential tax evasion following revelations from the
"Dubai Unlocked" investigative project, which disclosed
that Pakistani elites own residential properties worth
USD 11 billion in Dubai. [Arab News]

Experts emphasize the need for a thorough probe by
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to determine the
legality of funds used for property purchases and to
ensure proper declaration of rental incomes and
profits in tax returns. Pakistani politicians listed in the
leaks claim they have declared their properties and
complied with the law.

Seychelles government proposes fixed
date for 2025 elections

(ms) The Seychelles government has put forth an 11th
amendment to the Constitution, suggesting a fixed
date of September 27, 2025, for both presidential and
parliamentary elections. Vice President Ahmed Afif
outlined the proposed changes during a Cabinet
briefing, citing the formula used to determine the
election date. Additionally, the amendment addresses
protocols for presidential succession in cases of
incapacity or resignation. It also seeks to remove the
time limit for legal action against former presidents,
aiming to enhance accountability within the political
framework of Seychelles. [Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles: Georges Robert sworn in as
Ombudsman

(ms) Georges Robert has officially assumed office as
the new Ombudsman of Seychelles, following his
swearing-in ceremony at State House. Appointed by
the Constitutional Appointees Authority (CAA), Robert
expressed gratitude for the opportunity and pledged
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dedication to upholding the office's mandate since its
establishment in 1993.

With a legal background spanning over 13 years,
including roles in Australia and Seychelles, Robert
brings a wealth of experience to his new position. Prior
to his appointment, he served as the legal director at
the Seychelles Human Rights Commission.

During the ceremony, Nicole Tirant-Gherardi, the
former Ombudsman, was sworn in as the vice-
chairperson of the Seychelles Human Rights
Commission. President Wavel Ramkalawan
emphasized the importance of impartiality and urged
appointees to educate the public about the roles of
their respective institutions. [Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka: Tamils mark 15 years since end
of civil war

(Im) Sri Lanka's minority Tamil community
commemorated the 15th anniversary of the end of the
civil war with a ceremony in Mullivaikkal village, where
the final and most intense battles of the civil war took
place in May 2009, despite reports of heavy
surveillance and allegations of intimidation. [Al Jazeera]

The event, held on May 18, honored the victims of the
war, which ended in 2009 after a military offensive in
the last stronghold of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), a separatist militant organization seeking
an independent Tamil state. The final months of the
conflict saw significant civilian casualties. According to
United Nations estimates, at least 40,000 civilians were
killed during this period, and both the Sri Lankan
government and the LTTE were accused of committing
war crimes and human rights abuses.

Public events celebrating the Tamil Tigers are illegal,
and authorities have previously disrupted memorials
and arrested participants. On May 12, four Tamils were
arrested for commemorating loved ones killed in the
civil war, reigniting debates over Tamil rights to
memorialize. Nevertheless, this year's ceremony
proceeded with several thousand Tamils in
attendance, lighting oil lamps to remember the dead.
[The Hindu] [REI]

Of note, Amnesty International’s global chief, Agnes
Callamard, attended, marking the highest-level foreign
presence at such an event in Sri Lanka's north.
Callamard criticized both Sri Lankan authorities and
the international community for failing to deliver
justice for wartime atrocities. [Amnesty International]
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A UN report similarly criticizes Sri Lanka for failing to
hold accountable those responsible for tens of
thousands of enforced disappearances during the civil
war. The report highlights the enduring psychological,
social, and economic impacts on victims' families,
particularly women who have become sole earners
facing labor market challenges and harassment. UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk
stressed the need for accountability and institutional
reform to achieve reconciliation. [Voice of America]

Meanwhile, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to justice for the
victims, noting that his country recognizes May 18 as
Tamil Genocide Remembrance Day. Canada is home to
a significant Tamil diaspora, many of whom fled the
violence and persecution during the civil war. [Prime
Minister of Canadal]

Sri Lanka: University teachers’ association
advises non-academic staff against
seeking academic benefits

(hg) The Federation of University Teachers'
Associations (FUTA) in Sri Lanka has issued a statement
advising non-academic staff not to seek the same
benefits and concessions that academic staff receive.
This message comes amid ongoing discussions about
salaries and working conditions in the higher
education sector. [themorning]

The statement highlights a growing divide between
academic and non-academic staff within universities.
Academic staff have traditionally received higher
salaries and additional benefits compared to non-
academic staff. This disparity has led to calls from non-
academic staff for more equitable treatment.

Non-academic staff argue that their roles are essential
to the functioning of universities and should be
recognized and compensated accordingly. On the
other hand, FUTA maintains that the distinct roles and
responsibilities of academic staff justify the differences
in compensation and benefits. They suggest that non-
academic staff should negotiate separately rather than
comparing their terms directly with those of academic
personnel.

Sri Lanka: Health experts raise red flags
over soaring influenza cases
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(Im) In Sri Lanka, health experts are raising concerns
over a notable increase in influenza cases in the capital
Colombo. The current predominant type is influenza A,
but influenza B is also present. In response, the Health
Ministry has instructed the national influenza center to
enhance surveillance at 20 hospitals, including those in
Colombo, Ragama, Kalubowila, Negombo, Lady
Ridgeway Hospital for Children, and the Infectious
Disease Hospital. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Colombo Stock Exchange to
shorten stock settlement cycle to T+2
starting in June

(hg) The Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE) of Sri Lanka
will shorten its settlement cycle for all equity
transactions from T+3 to T+2 in June 2024, aligning
with international standards. This follows several
recent developments, including regulated short selling
introduced in November 2023 and stock borrowing
and lending this March. Additionally, the CSE plans to
establish a central counterparty clearing house (CCP)
by the first half of 2025. [TheTrade]

"T+3," "T+2," and similar terms refer to the settlement
cycle in financial markets, specifically the number of
days it takes to settle a transaction after the trade date
(T). Globally, markets are moving towards shorter
settlement cycles. India has adopted T+1 and is adding
T+0 settlements, while the Philippines and Qatar have
already moved from T+3 to T+2. This global trend aims
to improve market efficiency and reduce risk.

Sri Lanka: Police to relocate officers
residing in their work divisions to ensure
impartiality

(Im) Sri Lanka's Department of Police has announced
plans to relocate police officers, including
Headquarters Inspectors (HQIs), Station Officers-In-
Charge (OICs), and Sectional OICs, who permanently
reside within the police divisions where they work. This
move aims to address potential conflicts of interest
and practical issues in decision-making. [the morning]

A recent report by Senior Deputy Inspector General of
Police Priyantha Weerasooriya revealed that 1,106 out
of 5,308 HQIs, Station OICs, and Sectional OICs live in
the same areas where they are stationed. This
residency pattern has been linked to higher crime
rates, particularly in the Anuradhapura Division over


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-zy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-zj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-zt/

the past three years. Factors such as housing
availability and transportation costs have influenced
officers to work near their homes, potentially
compromising their impartiality.

Sri Lanka: Probe launched into alleged ISIS
links of four individuals

(Im) Sri Lanka's State Intelligence has initiated an
urgent investigation into four Sri Lankan individuals
arrested at Ahmedabad Airport in India on suspicion of
being linked to ISIS. Sri Lankan authorities are seeking
detailed information from Indian intelligence to verify
the suspects' backgrounds and possible connections to
ISIS. [Daily Mirror]

The suspects had traveled from Colombo to Chennai
before arriving in Ahmedabad. Indian media reports
indicate that security at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport was heightened following the
arrests. The suspects were allegedly waiting for their
handler, who was supposed to assign them tasks, and
encrypted chats were recovered from their phones.

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: ‘Brilliant City' scheme victims
receive government backed legal aid

(Ivw) Prime Minister Hun Manet has backed a
government move to grant legal aid and assign lawyers
for victims in the fraud case against Brilliant City World
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Co Ltd. The case involves fraudulent activities
associated with Brilliant City World Co Ltd, a property
and real estate company owned by former tycoon Leng
Channa. Reports indicate that around 6,000 families
invested a total of approximately USD 300 million in
the company's fraudulent land projects. He restated
the government's commitment to addressing the issue,
which has left numerous investors financially
devastated.

Investigations revealed the fraudulent nature of
Brilliant City's scheme, leading to the arrest of Channa,
whose title has been terminated and now faces legal
action for fraud.

The Siem Reap Provincial Court is pursuing the case,
freezing bank accounts and seizing assets, and seven
senior company members were detained pending trial.
On May 14, two Brilliant City World employees were
charged and imprisoned by the Siem Reap Provincial
Court due to their complicity in the company's Ponzi
scheme.

On May 18, the Premier shared that the government
was committed to finding comprehensive solutions
and justice for the victims of the scheme, while
exposing and prosecuting the scammers involved. To
date, seven former high-ranking officials of the
company have been arrested. [Khmer Times 1] [Khmer
Times 2] [Khmer Times 3]

Cambodia: Council election campaigns
progress

(Ivw) The campaign for Cambodia's 4th Mandate
Capital, Provincial, City, and District Council Election
began on May 17, with the ruling Cambodian People's
Party (CPP) holding a large rally.

Cambodia’ National Election Committee (NEC) reported
that the campaigns are progressing smoothly, with
good security and no significant incidents or violence
reported. Over 15,000 security forces are deployed
nationwide to ensure public safety.

Five political parties are participating: Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP), Khmer Will Party (KWP), National
Power Party (NPP), Funcinpec, and Khmer United
National Party (KNUP). NEC President Prach Chan
announced that the campaign will run for eight days,
concluding just before the May 26 elections, with
voting and counting scheduled for that day. [Khmer
Times], [Xinhua]
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Cambodia: National rural development
plan to finish in 2024

(Ivw) Cambodian Minister of Rural Development Chhay
Rithi Sen disclosed plans for finalizing the draft
National Rural Development Policy 2025-2035 by 2024.
He chaired a video conference on May 13 to review
progress with senior officials and 25 municipal and
provincial rural development departments. The policy
aims to enhance living standards for Cambodians in
rural areas, aligning with the Kingdom'’s vision to
become an upper-middle-income country by 2030 and
a high-income one by 2050. The minister also
highlighted that the recruitment of new officials will
emphasize knowledge and technical skills in attempts
to better serve the public. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Controversial changes to
Constitutional Court Law to be passed

(rm) Indonesian Legislators have confirmed that a
proposed revision to the Constitutional Court Law is
set to be passed. The new law will introduce changes
over which legal experts expressed concerns that they
will pose a threat to the independence of the judiciary
in the world's third-largest democracy.

The changes include reducing judges' tenures from
fifteen years to ten. Judges who have served more than
five years will need presidential and parliamentary
approval to continue in their roles. The revision also
alters the composition of the ethics council overseeing
the court, adding the president, members of
parliament, and Supreme Court members.

The parliament and government have reached
agreement on the bill, with its ratification by the
president and the legislature expected at the plenary
session this week.

Legal experts have rejected the bill arguing that the
intention is to bring the Constitutional Court under the
control of the executive and legislative branch of
power. [Reuters] [Berna News].

The parliament and government have agreed to pass
the bill and will ratify it at a plenary session. This was
agreed upon in an unannounced, closed-door meeting
between two members of Parliament on May 13.
Although no date has been announced, the next
plenary session is scheduled for May 20. It should be
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noted that this change to the Constitutional Court Law
will apply to three currently appointed high court
judges who voiced opposing opinions in February's
presidential election [Reuters]. Legal experts in
Indonesia claim that the proposed change will risk the
independence of Constitutional Court judges [Reuters].
Consequently, the separation of the executive and
judicial branches of government in Indonesia is likely
to weaken.

Indonesia: Rising trend of Chinese
Indonesians entering politics

(jb) Kevin Wu, a 45-year-old entrepreneur and
advocate for Chinese-Indonesian rights, will soon join
the Jakarta House of Regional Representatives,
reflecting a growing trend of Chinese Indonesians
gaining political office. Wu has been active in
promoting Chinese-Indonesian interests since 2008
and has contributed to establishing a Buddhist house
of worship in predominantly Muslim Indonesia.

Inspired by late President Abdurrahman Wahid, Wu
aims to support small businesses and promote
inclusive policies. He joined the Indonesian Solidarity
Party (PSI) in 2024, attracted by its dynamic and
idealistic approach.

The 2024 elections saw an increase in Chinese-
Indonesian candidates, with more names on the
ballots for national and local offices compared to
previous years. This rise in political activism follows
decades of discrimination, which ended with President
Wahid's 1999 decree protecting minority rights.

Daniel Johan, another prominent Chinese-Indonesian
politician, will begin his third term in October 2024.
Johan emphasizes the importance of sincerity and
inclusivity for Chinese-Indonesian politicians to foster
trust and improve public welfare.

Despite progress, Chinese-Indonesian leaders remain
cautious of potential setbacks due to identity politics.
[Voice of Americal

Indonesia: President-elect Prabowo
Subianto aims for aggressive economic
growth

(jb) Indonesian President-elect Prabowo Subianto has
outlined ambitious plans to significantly boost
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economic growth in Southeast Asia’s largest economy.
Speaking at the Qatar Economic Forum on May 15,
Prabowo stated his goal to achieve an 8 percent
annual growth rate, a substantial increase from the
current 5 percent.

Prabowo, who won the February 2024 general election
by a large margin and will succeed President Joko
Widodo in October, emphasized the need for
Indonesia to take on more debt to fuel this growth.
Despite investor concerns about the fiscal implications
of his campaign promises, Prabowo dismissed the
current budget deficit limit of 3 percent of GDP as
"arbitrary," though he indicated no plans to alter this
rule. He highlighted Indonesia’s low debt-to-GDP ratio,
which stands at just under 40 percent, as a strong
foundation for his bold fiscal strategy.

Key to Prabowo’s economic plan is enhancing food and
energy production, including increasing palm-based
biofuel output. He also aims to continue the USD 32
billion project to move Indonesia’s capital to
Nusantara, a new city in Borneo's forests, leveraging
domestic resources over the next 25 to 30 years.

However, analysts from Fitch Ratings and S&P Global
Ratings remain cautious, forecasting Indonesia’s
growth will likely stay around 5 percent in the medium
term. They also predict an increase in the budget
deficit after Prabowo takes office, though it is expected
to remain within the legal limit. Fitch’'s Thomas
Rookmaaker noted potential risks, particularly beyond
2024. [The Business Times]

Indonesia: Trade surplus maintained
despite plunging exports

(jb) Indonesia sustained its trade surplus in April,
marking the 48th consecutive month of positive trade
balance despite a significant drop in exports. According
to Statistics Indonesia (BPS), the trade surplus reached
USD 3.56 billion, although this was a reduction of over
20 percent from the previous month and nearly 10
percent lower than April last year.

The decline in exports, which fell by 13 percent month-
on-month to USD 19.62 billion, was partly due to fewer
working days and lower prices for key commodities like
crude palm oil (CPO). Notable decreases were
observed in the shipments of manufacturing products,
including jewelry, electrical equipment, and textiles.

Imports also fell by 10.58 percent from the previous
month, amounting to USD 16.06 billion, yet they rose
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4.64 percent year-on-year. Despite global uncertainties
and fluctuating commodity prices, solid demand from
major trading partners such as China, India, and the US
helped maintain a sizeable surplus.

Economists expect a rebound in trade activities in May
due to more working days and sustained foreign
demand. [Asia News Network]

Indonesia: Unemployment rate in 2024
lower than pre-pandemic levels

(jb) Indonesia’'s unemployment rate in 2024 has
significantly decreased, dropping below pre-pandemic
levels, according to Finance Deputy Minister Suahasil
Nazara. Speaking at the Grab Business Forum 2024 on
May 14, Nazara highlighted the country's economic
resilience, noting that the number of unemployed
individuals fell to 7.20 million in February, down from
7.99 million the previous year.

The open unemployment rate now stands at 4.82
percent, lower than the 4.99 percent recorded in
February 2020. Nazara emphasized that Indonesia's
economic growth reached 5.11 percent in the first
quarter of 2024, a positive indicator for the nation’s
development. The government remains optimistic
about maintaining this growth trajectory, projecting a
potential rise to 5.2 percent.

Acknowledging the impact of global geopolitical
volatility, Nazara underscored the importance of
strategic economic management to sustain growth.
[Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Oil and gas auction to boost
exploration launched

(jb) Indonesia initiated its first oil and gas auction of
the year, offering five blocks on May 14 to reverse the
decline in its oil output. The auction was announced at
the Indonesia Petroleum Association annual
conference.

Energy Minister Arifin Tasrif emphasized the focus on
untapped hydrocarbon basins, noting that out of 128
basins, 68 remain unexplored. The auction includes
notable sites such as the Pesut Mahakam onshore
block in East Kalimantan with 1.1 trillion cubic feet of
gas, and the Central Andaman blocks with 100 million
barrels of oil and 500 billion cubic feet of gas.
Additionally, the Melati block in Sulawesi, with
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significant onshore and offshore resources, is also up
for bidding.

The government aims to offer up to ten new blocks
this year, including potential sites in northern Sumatra.
[Natural Gas Word]

Indonesia: Police raid major drug lab in
Bali villa

(jb) Indonesian police have uncovered a significant
drug lab hidden in a villa in Bali's upscale Canggu area,
leading to the arrest of four individuals. Authorities
discovered two labs in the villa's basement, one for
producing ecstasy ingredients and the other for a
hydroponic marijuana farm.

The raid followed a tip-off from a previous operation in
Jakarta linked to Indonesia's most wanted drug lord,
Freddy Pratama. Among those arrested were an
Indonesian man, LM, who served as Pratama'’s
accountant, and three foreigners: Ukrainians IV and
MV, and a Russian identified as KK.

Police seized substantial quantities of precursor
chemicals for ecstasy and sophisticated marijuana
cultivation equipment. The suspects face severe
penalties, including possible execution, under
Indonesia’s stringent drug laws.

The country has a history of harsh punishments for
drug offenses, with over 150 people currently on death
row, most convicted of drug-related crimes. [ABC
News]

Indonesia: Government issues warning
against online gambling scams

(jb) With approximately 2.7 million Indonesians
engaging in regular online gambling, and a fund
circulation of approximately USD 27.5 billion, the
government has launched efforts to combat the trend,
branding it a scam. The Ministry of Communications
and Informatics has dismantled over 800,000 gambling
websites in the past year, yet new sites continue to
surface rapidly, mostly hosted overseas.

Communications and Information Minister Budi Arie
Setiadi likened online gambling to a scam designed to
lure individuals with initial wins, ultimately leading to
substantial losses. High levels of debt among gamblers,
facilitated by online lending platforms, exacerbate the
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problem, particularly affecting young people from low-
income families.

While Indonesian law criminalizes gambling,
authorities prioritize education alongside legal action.
They underscore the algorithmic nature of online
gambling, emphasizing the likelihood of significant
losses once players become ensnared. [The Straits
Times]

Laos: Power shortages hit country during
heatwave

(lvw) Sweltering temperatures in Laos have led to
increased electricity consumption, causing frequent
power outages and blackouts, especially in Vientiane.
This higher electricity demand is partly due to booming
cryptocurrency mining, which now consumes over a
third of the country's power, combined with erratic
rainfall.

These factors pose challenges to Laos's role as a
hydropower exporter to Southeast Asia. Lower rainfall
has also reduced hydropower output, contributing to
the power outages, according to Somboun
Sangxayarath, an advisor at state-run Electricite Du
Laos (EDL).

Overloaded electrical systems have resulted in fires in
some areas. Lao national TV reported that abnormal
usage patterns and insufficient power supply are
overloading transformers. The hot weather has
worsened the situation, causing potential short circuits
and damage to power lines. EDL has developed a
comprehensive plan to repair, replace, and upgrade
distribution equipment. [Reuters] [The Star]

Malaysia: Bersatu elected representatives
instructed to openly declare their
allegiance to party

(ba) The Malaysian United Indigenous Party (Bersatu)
has recently dispatched notices to all its elected
representatives, mandating them to confirm their
allegiance to the party within a span of 14 days.
Hamzah Zainudin, the secretary-general of Bersatu,
emphasized that each MP and assemblyman within
states governed by the unity government must affirm
their stance as opposition members.
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Conversely, assemblymen within states led by the
National Alliance (Perikatan Nasional) are required to
express their support for their respective Chief
Minister.

Bersatu is a major component party within the
opposition Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition. The Unity
Government of Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim is
backed by the other political coalitions Pakatan
Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional (BN).

Among the Bersatu MPs backing Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim are Syed Abu Hussin Hafiz Syed Abdul Fasal
(Bukit Gantang), Azizi Abu Naim (Gua Musang), Dr
Zulkafperi Hanapi (Tanjong Karang), Zahari Kechik (Jeli),
Iskandar Dzulkarnain Abdul Khalid (Kuala Kangsar),
and Suhaili Abdul Rahman (Labu). Additionally, Selat
Klang assemblyman Abdul Rashid Asari had also
declared support for Selangor Chief Minister Amirudin
Shari who doubles as State Chairman of PH of
Selangor.

On April 2, the Registrar of Societies approved an
amendment to Bersatu’s constitution, granting the
party authority to revoke the membership of elected
representatives who oppose the party's stand. While
Bersatu has yet to dispatch termination letters to the
"rogue" seven elected representatives, they have urged
them to vacate their seats preemptively, arguing that
their support for the unity government prior to the
constitutional amendment should not exempt them
from this consequence. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: UMNO Sabah anticipates
establishing coalition ahead of upcoming
state elections

(ba) Sabah state's United Malays National Organisation
(UMNO) has hinted at the prospect of forging a
coalition with other political parties in preparation for
the December 2025 state election.

Bung Moktar Radin, the Chief of Sabah UMNO,
emphasized that the current political terrain in the
state necessitates a coalition to secure power in the
forthcoming polls.

Last month, Chief Minister Hajiji Noor announced that
Sabah's next election would occur next year following
the conclusion of the legislature's term. Previously,
there were speculations about a potential
collaboration between Sabah UMNO and the Heritage
Party (Parti Warisan) for the state polls, prompted by
Warisan president Shafie Apdal's statement of such a
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possibility during his party's general assembly in
December. However, Sabah UMNO leaders
downplayed these speculations, while the federal
Barisan Nasional (BN) recently stated that it would
deliberate on the matter. [Free Malaysia Today]

BN is the third largest political coalition in the House of
Representatives with 30 seats, after Pakatan Harapan
(PH) with 82 seats and Perikatan Nasional (PN) with 74
seats. UMNO holds 22 seats. Warisan and BN back the
“unity government” of Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
who leads PH.

In the most recent Sabah state election in September
2020, Warisan became the largest opposition party of
the State Legislative Assembly.

The state assembly is scheduled to be automatically
dissolved by October next year, triggering the need for
a state election within a 60-day window.

Malaysia: Kelantan government pledges
full cooperation with the MACC regarding
tube well case

(ba) The Kelantan state government has pledged full
cooperation with the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) in the inquiry into suspected
corruption and misappropriation related to the
construction of non-functional tube wells. Kelantan's
Deputy Chief Minister, Mohamed Fadzli Hassan,
assured that the state government will refrain from
any interference in the investigation process.

Additionally, Hassan urged the public to refrain from
engaging in speculative discussions regarding the case.
On May 15, the MACC apprehended four individuals,
including two former high-ranking officials from a local
water company in Kelantan, for their assistance in the
ongoing investigation into the construction of tube
wells that failed to deliver water to the residents. [The
Star]

Malaysia: Communications ministry
warns of coordinated effort to spread
misinformation on social media

(ba) Communications Minister Fahmi Fadzil believes
there is a coordinated effort by certain groups to
spread false information on social media, particularly
Facebook, to incite public unrest.
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However, he noted that the ministry has not yet
obtained detailed information to confirm whether this
effort is truly organized or if there is any collusion
among those involved. Referring to a recent viral
incident involving a pizza company's receipt allegedly
containing offensive words about Islam, Fahmi
mentioned that at least 15 different accounts shared
the image of the receipt. These posts, however, had
incorrect wording and misspellings of the company's
name.

He made these remarks after inaugurating the World
Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2024
celebration on May 17. Fahmi also clarified that the
government, through the MCMC, does not monitor or
record comments or messages in user conversations
on WhatsApp, as some have alleged.

Additionally, Fahmi highlighted the need for online
safety campaigns for children and families at the
national, state, and district levels. He pointed out that
although there are guidelines restricting children
under 13 from having social media accounts,
enforcement is lacking to prevent them from creating
their own accounts. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government called on to
reassess BlackRock's participation in
airport management

(ba) Several civil society organizations have urged the
government to reconsider its decision regarding the
ownership of shares in Malaysia Airports Holdings Bhd
(MAHB), particularly concerning a company allegedly
linked to Israel.

In a collective statement, 21 organizations expressed
opposition to the involvement of American
multinational investment company BlackRock,
operating through its wholly owned subsidiary Global
Infrastructure Partners (GIP), in a consortium alongside
Khazanah Nasional Bhd and EPF, aiming to acquire all
shares in MAHB.

While GIP and the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority
(AIDA) are slated to own only 30 percent of the
consortium, the move is viewed as granting BlackRock
access to the management and ownership of 39
Malaysian airports, assets deemed strategically
significant to the country.

The groups emphasized their stance, asserting that no
foreign entity, especially one with a contentious
reputation like BlackRock with a “bloody reputation,”
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should gain ownership over such crucial assets. They
highlighted concerns about the Malaysian
government's commitment to the Palestinian cause
becoming hollow words by allowing entities
sympathetic to Zionists to manage national assets like
airports undermines this commitment.

Signatories to the statement included organizations
like the Malaysian Consultative Council of Islamic
Organisations (Mapim), Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions
(BDS) Malaysia, and Viva Palestina Malaysia. BDS
Malaysia, part of the global movement which organizes
the boycott of companies, brands and academic
institutions that allegedly fund and support the Israeli
regime.

The organizations further accused BlackRock,
headquartered in New York City, of benefiting from
alleged genocide by investing in US defense companies
involved in manufacturing weapons used by Israel.

Earlier this year, BlackRock, known as one of the
world's largest asset management firms, agreed to
acquire GIP, which led to its involvement in the
consortium. In response to criticisms, Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim dismissed them as attempts by the
opposition to stoke antipathy toward the government
regarding GIP's investment in MAHB. [Free Malaysia
Today]

Malaysia: Meta reinstates Facebook posts
about Prime Minister Anwar's encounter
with Hamas leaders

(ba) Meta Platforms has rectified the removal of
Facebook posts by Malaysian media regarding Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim's recent meeting with a Hamas
leader, conceding that the removal was a mistake.

The removal had sparked complaints from Malaysia's
government, a staunch supporter of the Palestinian
cause, which cautioned that decisive action could be
taken against Meta and other social media platforms if
they were found to be censoring pro-Palestinian
content. Anwar's meeting with Ismail Haniyeh, the
chairman of Hamas's political bureau - the 15-member
main decision-making body - in Qatar on May 14 (see
article in this edition) prompted him to emphasize that
while he maintains positive relations with the group's
political leaders, he is not involved in its military
operations.

Malaysia, with its Muslim-majority population, formally
requested Meta to clarify the removal of posts by two
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media outlets regarding the meeting, along with the
closure of a Facebook account belonging to the
Malaysia Gazette, a publication covering Palestinian
issues.

Meta has refuted deliberate suppression of voices on
its Facebook platform, asserting no validity to claims of
content restriction supportive of Palestinians.

Meta has designated Hamas as a “dangerous
organization” and banned content praising the group.
It also uses a combination of automatic detection and
human review to remove or label graphic visuals. [The
Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Economic growth surpasses
initial projections

(ba) Malaysia's economic growth surpassed
expectations in the initial quarter of 2024, buoyed by
robust household expenditure and a notable upswing
in exports. However, some analysts cautioned that this
resurgence might be transient, citing impending
inflationary pressures. Official data from both the
central bank and government unveiled a 4.2 percent
year-on-year increase in gross domestic product (GDP)
during the January-March period, outpacing the 3.9
percent growth projection polled by Reuters and
preliminary estimates disclosed by the government.
Conversely, the annual growth rate for the final
quarter of 2023 was slightly revised downwards to 2.9
percent.

After enduring three consecutive quarters of
contraction, exports rebounded by 2.2 percent on an
annual basis in the first quarter, as highlighted by the
joint press conference held by Bank Negara Malaysia
(BNM) and the Statistics Department. The bank
expressed optimism regarding export performance for
the year ahead, emphasizing sustained demand as a
key support factor. Notable risks include the specter of
weaker-than-anticipated global economic growth,
dwindling commodity prices, and potential escalations
in geopolitical tensions, as noted by Abdul Rasheed.

BNM maintained its economic growth projection for
2024 at 4 percent to 5 percent, following a 3.7 percent
expansion in 2023, which represented a significant
decline from the 22-year high of 8.7 percent recorded
in 2022. Headline inflation is projected in the range of
2 percent to 3.5 percent for the year, factoring in
planned subsidy adjustments and price control
measures. This projection contrasts with last year's
inflation rate of 2.5 percent.
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Meanwhile, Malaysia is contemplating the elimination
of broad-based subsidies, aiming to enhance revenue
streams and more effectively target assistance to
lower-income demographics. Nevertheless, concrete
timelines for the implementation of reforms pertaining
to diesel and RON95 fuel subsidies, along with other
price control measures, remain undisclosed.

Analysts cautioned that consumer spending might face
headwinds due to escalating costs, while the
resurgence in exports could decelerate amid
diminished demand from the United States, a pivotal
trading partner. [Reuters]

Malaysia: Law on carbon trading to be
presented to Parliament within this year

(ba) The Ministry of Economy is set to introduce the
progressive regulatory framework bill concerning
carbon capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS) to
Parliament during this year's November session,
according to Minister Rafizi Ramli.

Addressing the Oil & Gas Services and Equipment
(OGSE) 100 CEOs forum organized by the Malaysia
Petroleum Resources Corporation (MPRC) on May 16,
he emphasized that this framework, aiming to position
Malaysia as a global leader in CCUS, will undergo
review in the upcoming Cabinet meeting before being
presented for parliamentary approval.

In discussions with the media, Rafizi pointed out the
current absence of regulatory standards and
legislation covering liabilities and regulations,
underscoring the importance of establishing such a
framework to attract investors. He also pledged
engagement sessions with industry stakeholders to
ensure alignment with industry needs in crafting the
framework.

Regarding Malaysia's energy landscape, Rafizi
projected a 30 percent decline in oil production over
the next five years, coupled with a near doubling of
energy consumption by 2050. He emphasized the
necessity of transitioning away from reliance on oil and
gas towards alternative energy sources to meet future
demands. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sabah state establishes council
to enhance involvement in oil and gas
sector
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(ba) Natural resource-rich Sabah state has launched
the Sabah Local Content Council to enhance local
participation in the oil and gas services and equipment
(OGSE) sector. The council is a joint effort between the
Sabah government, PETRONAS, and state industry
players.

The new council consists of representatives from
government bodies, PETRONAS and its group of
companies operating in Sabah, as well as prominent oil
and gas companies such as PTTEP Sabah, Hibiscus
Petroleum Berhad, Shell, and Kebabangan Petroleum
Operating Company. Among the members are also
Representatives of local OGSE player associations like
the Sabah Oil and Gas Services Council and Persatuan
Kontraktor Petroleum Bumiputera Sabah.

The council seeks to improve cooperation among
industry players and push for fair tender practices.
Additionally, skill development programs will be
provided, and progress will be monitored to ensure
transparency and measure the initiative's success. The
council also seeks to facilitate the process for Sabahan
companies to secure OGSE contracts.

Speaking at a May 18 meeting at which members of
the newly formed council received their appointment
certificates State Finance Minister Datuk Seri Masidi
Manjun emphasized the economic potential of Sabah'’s
oil abd fas sector, citing a 40 percent increase in
revenue from OGSE-related jobs between 2022 and
2023. He also mentioned that in 2023, local companies
were awarded USD 315 million worth of OGSE work.

Masidi, the chairman of state-owned SMJ Energy Sdn
Bhd, unveiled that Sabah and PETRONAS have
committed to allocating 30 percent of all OGSE
spending within Sabah to qualified Sabahan
companies this year, aiming to achieve an 80 percent
Sabahan employment rate within the OGSE industry
for 2024. [The Star]

Malaysia: Human trafficking ring
dismantled

(ba) The immigration department recently dismantled
a human trafficking network that was preying on
undocumented Bangladeshi migrants, charging them
exorbitant fees of up to USD 4,410 for smuggling them
into Malaysia from Vietnam via Thailand.

Ruslin Jusoh, the director-general of immigration,
disclosed that the syndicate was effectively shut down


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-sj/

during a raid on a residence located at Jalan Sultan
Ismail in Kuala Lumpur on May 16

Preliminary investigations revealed that the syndicate
had been active for two months. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Two police officers killed in
suspected Jemaah Islamiyah attack

(ba) Two policemen were killed, and another was
injured in an attack by an intruder at a police station in
Ulu Tram, Johor, early on May 17.

The suspect was also shot dead at the scene. He is
believed to be a member of Jemaah Islamiah. During a
police raid at the suspect's house five of his family
members were detained. The number of Jemaah
Islamiah members in Johor state is estimated at more
than 20. [The Star 1] [The Star 2]

Indonesia-based Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) is an al-Qaeda-
affiliated group aiming to establish a hardline Islamic
state in Indonesia and across Southeast Asia. It is
banned in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore. At its
peak in the 2000s, JI allegedly had members across
Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Cambodia, and the
Philippines, and orchestrated numerous deadly
bombings, including the October 2002 Bali attack that
killed over 200 people. Some of JI's most prominent
leaders were Malaysian, including Noordin
Muhammad Top, who served as a recruiter, strategist,
and financier for the group and was wanted for his
involvement in multiple attacks in Indonesia. Noordin
hailed from Johor and was reported to have founded a
religious school in Ulu Tiram. [Al Jazeera]

Myanmar: Rebel Chin forces capture town
on Myanmar-India border

(jb) The Chin National Army (CNA) and Chin Regional
Defense Forces (CRDF), comprising citizens opposed to
the 2021 military coup, captured Cikha on May 19 after
initiating the attack on May 17. This is the ninth
township in Chin State that anti-junta forces have
captured.

CNA confirmed the takeover, noting that the rebels
control a police station and military garrison but are
still clearing remaining junta troops. Following Cikha's
fall, the rebels began advancing on Tonzang.
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The conflict has forced approximately 70 percent of
Tonzang's 8,000 residents to flee. The junta has
responded with airstrikes, complicating evacuation
efforts. Aid workers report that residents from 15
surrounding villages have also fled into forests. [Radio
Free Asia]

Myanmar: Junta troops torch over 300
homes, kill two in Magway region

(jb) On May 16, junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee militia
members torched over 300 homes in Gangaw town,
killing two locals, including an elderly man and a child,
according to the Yaw Defense Force (YDF) and local
residents. The Pyu Saw Htee militia loosely organized
networks of pro-military and pro-junta villagers.

Reportedly, more than 300 homes in Shwe Bo and 14
in Yay Thar were destroyed. Seven monks were taken
hostage and later released after the junta troops set
fire to a monastery hall.

This is the third arson attack on Shwe Bo by Pyu Saw
Htee militiamen from Myauk Khin Yan village.
[Mizzimal]

Myanmar: Legal battle unfolds as Pepsi
bottler faces worker complaints in
Myanmar

(jb) Amid mounting complaints of mistreatment and
unfair dismissals, a former electrical department team
leader at Lotte MGS Beverages, a Pepsi bottler in
Myanmar, is pursuing legal action against the
company, alleging wrongful termination and
defamation. Thoung Han, who says he was unfairly
fired without severance pay, is seeking damages
totaling over 10 million kyat (USD 4,770).

Solidarity Trade Union Myanmar reports dozens of
firings, often on dubious grounds, while the Myanmar
Labor Society has received multiple complaints of
labor violations at Lotte's plants. PepsiCo declined to
comment on the situation. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Dozens killed as junta targets
monasteries
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(jb) Witnesses and insurgent groups report that
Myanmar's junta forces killed 32 civilians hiding in
monasteries, marking one of the deadliest incidents in
recent conflict. Troops are said to have entered Let
Htoke Taw village in Sagaing, targeting medical
facilities for anti-junta insurgents. They subsequently
executed civilians sheltering in monasteries, leaving 31
men and one woman dead, with six wounded.

Images depict bodies stacked in trucks, ranging from
ages 15 to 60. Additionally, an airstrike in Ma Gyi Oke
village claimed seven lives, including four anti-junta
fighters.

The National Unity Government has condemned the
attack as a war crime, attributing it to junta troops and
pro-regime militias. If confirmed, it would be among
the bloodiest episodes in Myanmar's current conflict,
which has ravaged central regions. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Widespread water shortage
claims lives

(jb) Nearly 50 villages in western Myanmar are
grappling with severe water shortages, exacerbating
health risks amid scorching temperatures, Radio Free
Asia reports. The hot season's intensity has led to the
drying up of ponds and small lakes in Rakhine State,
leaving residents desperate for drinking water and
sanitation.

In Ponnagyun township, villagers endure dire
conditions, with ponds drying up due to the heat. Aid
groups provide some relief, but resources remain
insufficient to meet the growing demand.

The situation is dire in internally displaced people's
camps, where water-related ilinesses have claimed
lives. Camp official Aung Myint lamented the lack of
clean water, attributing deaths to unsanitary
conditions compounded by the soaring temperatures.

Rakhine State's ongoing conflict between junta forces
and ethnic insurgents has exacerbated displacement,
leaving vulnerable communities without adequate
resources. Efforts to reach junta spokesperson Hla
Thein for comment were unsuccessful. [Radio Free
Asial

Myanmar: Chinese workers resume
operations at copper mines
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(jb) Around 80 Chinese workers have returned to
Chinese-backed copper mines in northwestern
Myanmar, resuming operations halted by the 2021
military coup. These workers are inspecting and
repairing equipment at the Letpadaung and Salingyi
Township mines, operated by Myanmar Wanbao
Mining Copper Ltd. and Myanmar Yang Tse Copper
Ltd., subsidiaries of China's state-owned Wanbao
Mining Co. Ltd.

Despite a significant reduction in operating capacity
due to worker participation in the anti-junta Civil
Disobedience Movement, Wanbao continued limited
copper production, shipping the material to China.
Recently, the company announced plans to restore full
operations at the mines' processing plants.

In response, local residents, organized by the
Yinmarbin-Salingyi Multi-Villages Strike Steering
Committee, protested against the resumption,
demanding the cessation of operations. The military
has increased security, deploying troops and heavy
weapons to protect the mines and transport convoys,
which have faced attacks from resistance forces.
[Radio Free Asia]

The Philippines: Lower House passes bill
for e-voter registration for overseas
Filipinos

(tl) In the Philippines, Parliament’s lower House has
passed a bill which aims to simplify voter registration
and voting for Filipinos abroad. If enacted, the bill
would allow e-registration and voting, alongside in-
person and mail-in options. It also expands prohibited
acts to include manipulation of electronic data.
[Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: PNP observed that
cybercrime rate has dropped 30 percent

(tl) The Philippine National Police (PNP) reported a
notable decrease in cybercrime complaints from
January 1 to May 9, with a drop of nearly 30 percent
compared to the same period last year. According to
the PNP Anti-Cybercrime Group (ACG), there were
6,151 complaints during this period, down from 8,775
in 2023. The top cybercrime complaints included
online selling scams, investment scams, and phishing
scams. Brig. Gen. Ronnie Francis Cariaga, the ACG
Director, attributed this decrease to improved
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cybersecurity measures implemented by businesses
and government agencies. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: President backs probe
into background of mayor suspected of
being Chinese asset

(tl) Philippines’s President Marcos Jr. has expressed
support for an investigation into the background of
Alice Guo, the 35-year-old mayor of Bamban, a small
municipality in the province of Tarlac, north of Manila.
Guo has recently become the center of attention due
to her mysterious background and alleged involvement
in illegal activities. The Office of the Solicitor General
has already initiated an investigation into Guo's
background, indicating the seriousness of the matter.
[Rappler 1]

During a Senate hearing, questions arose about Guo's
connection to Philippine offshore gaming operations
(POGOs) that were raided in Bamban. These POGOs
were implicated in various illegal activities, such as
scams and trafficking. Guo's admission of assisting one
of these operations in obtaining municipal approval
raised suspicions about her role in facilitating these
operations. Additionally, Guo's vague responses about
her personal history, including her delayed birth
registration and lack of school records, raised
suspicions about her identity and citizenship. [Rappler
2]

The Philippines: President Marcos Jr. calls
for stricter visa rule for foreigners

(tl) Philippines’ President Marcos Jr. Has called for
stricter enforcement of visa rules for foreign nationals
entering the country, citing the increasing involvement
of foreigners in fraudulent activities. He emphasized
the need to crack down on fake documents, illegal
activities, scams, and human trafficking. Marcos stated
that the stricter enforcement would apply to all
nationalities, without exceptions, but assured equal
treatment for everyone. [Philippine News Agency]

The Department of Foreign Affairs recently tightened
its visa rules for Chinese nationals amid concerns over
criminal activities, particularly in Philippine Offshore
Gaming Operations.
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The Philippines: Lower House panel to
launch probe into extrajudicial killings
during Duterte’s drug war

(tl) In the Philippines, the lower House committee on
human rights is launching an investigation into alleged
extrajudicial killings linked to the drug war during
former President Duterte's administration. Committee
Chairperson Rep. Bienvenido Abante Jr. stated that the
inquiry, starting on May 22, aims to gather
comprehensive information and seek the truth behind
human rights violations. The investigation will involve
various stakeholders, including relatives of victims,
police officers, and former Cabinet officials. [Philippine
News Agency]

The investigation comes amidst international scrutiny,
including a probe by the International Criminal Court
(ICC), which was initiated in 2016. Although the
investigation into Duterte’s "war on drugs," a
controversial anti-illegal-narcotics campaign marked by
widespread extrajudicial killings resulting in over 6,000
deaths, was temporarily suspended at the Philippines'
request in November 2021, the ICC announced its
resumption in January 2023 and rejected the country’s
appeal in July of the same year.

Against this backdrop, last November, incumbent
President Marcos Jr. said that the Philippines was
contemplating rejoining the ICC, although concerns
regarding jurisdiction persisted. In a more recent
statement in April, Marcos Jr. declared that his
administration would refuse to enforce any ICC arrest
warrants against ex-President Duterte, citing the lack
of ICC jurisdiction over the Philippines. Marcos Jr. views
the ICC as a threat to the nation's sovereignty and has
pledged non-cooperation with any ICC investigations.

The Philippines: The Mayor of Bamban,
Alice Leal Guo is about to suspend over
alleged involvement in Chinese scams

(Im/ms/tl) Alice Leal Guo, the first female mayor of
Bamban, a small town in the Philippines, has come
under intense scrutiny amidst allegations linking her to
Philippine offshore gaming operators (Pogos),
particularly Hongsheng Gaming Technology
Incorporated and Zun Yuan Technology Incorporated.

Concerns about Guo's citizenship and her purported
connections to these controversial gaming entities
were raised during a senate hearing, where she faced
questions about her personal background. Guo's
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inability to provide comprehensive details about her
early life, including the late registration of her birth and
her purported homeschooling, fueled suspicions about
her ties to the Pogos operating in her jurisdiction.

Investigators have accused these Pogos of involvement
in various illegal activities, including human trafficking,
cyber scams, and potential hacking of government
agencies. The senatorial inquiry also shed light on large
land acquisitions by Chinese nationals, raising
questions about potential national security
implications.

Guo's alleged association with these Pogos intensified
after authorities raided their facilities, uncovering
evidence linking her to the operations. Documents
recovered during these raids, including billing
statements and vehicle registrations, reportedly bore
Guo's name.

Despite mounting pressure and calls for her
resignation, Guo has vehemently denied any
wrongdoing, asserting her Filipino citizenship and
refuting claims of being a Chinese asset. She maintains
that her interactions with the Pogos were solely for
business purposes and that she had divested her
interests in the properties before assuming office.

The Department of the Interior and Local Government
has recommended Guo's preventive suspension
pending further investigation to ensure impartiality
and integrity in the probe. Additionally, the Office of
the Solicitor General has initiated its own inquiry to
ascertain the legality of Guo's occupancy of public
office. [BBC] [NDTV] [Rappler 1] [Rappler 2] [South
China Morning Post]

The Philippines: Metro Manila cops seize
USD 1.6 million illegal drugs in 2-day ops

(tl) In a two-day operation, police in Metro Manila
seized illegal drugs worth approximately USD 1.46
million. The suspects face charges under the
Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act. Interior
Secretary Benjamin Abalos Jr. highlighted the
government's anti-crime efforts, noting a significant
increase in drug seizures. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA)
reported progress in clearing drug-affected barangays,
the smallest administrative division in the Philippines,
with 28,662 declared "drug-cleared." Since President
Marcos Jr.'s administration began, authorities have
arrested 6,178 high-value drug targets and 92,901
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individuals involved in illegal drugs, dismantling 981
drug dens and a shabu laboratory. Seized drugs
include shabu, cocaine, ecstasy tablets, and marijuana,
totaling USD 729.51 million.

The Philippines: Department of Finance
secures USD 10 million grant from Green
Climate Fund

(rm) In the Philippines, the Department of Finance
successfully hosted a four-day mission by the Green
Climate Fund (GCF), resulting in the country securing a
new program grant worth USD 10 million to enhance
its readiness in addressing climate hazards.
[Department of Finance]

The mission's purpose was to support the Philippines'
access to climate finance and promote locally-led
adaptation to meet the country’s climate needs.
Meetings between GCF leadership and Finance
Secretary Ralph G. Recto centered on opportunities to
bolster the country’s climate readiness and resilience.
Discussions also focused on private sector involvement
in financing climate solutions, as well as employing
new technologies to support sustainable development

The GCF is a financial mechanism under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) aimed at supporting developing countries in
their efforts to address climate change. It was
established in 2010 with the goal of channeling funds
from developed to developing countries to assist them
in mitigating greenhouse gas emissions and adapting
to the impacts of climate change. The Philippines
currently receives funding from the GCF for two single-
country and six multi-country projects, in addition to
five readiness grants valued at USD 139.9 million.

Philippines: Court finds Maute matriarch
guilty of terrorism financing

(tl) Ominta Romato Maute, the mother of the two
brothers leading the Maute Group terrorist
organization, was found guilty of terrorism financing by
a regional trial court. She lent her vehicle to known
terrorists, including her sons Abdullah and Omar, who
led the Maute Group. State forces intercepted her
vehicle in 2016, discovering improvised explosive
devices (IEDs). Ominta was sentenced to 17 years, 4
months to 40 years imprisonment and fined USD
8,500. [Rappler]
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Abdullah and Omar Romato Maute, are known leaders
of the Maute Group, a terrorist organization based in
the Philippines. They gained international notoriety for
their affiliation with ISIS and their involvement in
various violent activities, including attacks on
government forces and civilians. The Maute Group was
responsible for the siege of Marawi City in 2017, which
resulted in a months-long conflict with Philippine
security forces and caused significant destruction and
loss of life.

The Philippines: Navy general replaced
over alleged leak of phone call with China

(tl) Vice Admiral Alberto Carlos, the Navy general in the
middle of controversy over an alleged recorded phone
call with China, has been relieved as commander of the
crucial Western Command. The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) confirmed the designation of Rear
Admiral Alfonso Torres Jr. as commander of Wescoms.
[The Philippine Star]

Torres stepped in as acting chief of the crucial post in
early May after Carlos requested and was granted
"personal leave" by the AFP. China claims that the
phone call is supposed proof that Carlos agreed to a
"new mode" in managing tensions in Ayungin Shoal,
where Philippine resupply missions to the rusting BRP
Sierra Madre are met with aggressive actions from the
China Coast Guard and its maritime militia. China
insists that the Philippines agreed to Beijing's terms in
resupply missions to Ayungin Shoal. The supposed
phone recording is the subject of an upcoming Senate
probe over concerns that Chinese diplomats
wiretapped the military general. Wescom is a critical
post, especially as Manila becomes more assertive in
upholding its sovereign rights over and claims in the
West Philippine Sea. [Rappler]

President Marcos Jr. has pledged to investigate the
alleged wiretapping of the Chinese Embassy in Manila
against the Armed Forces of the Philippines-Western
Command (AFP-Wescom). Marcos stated that it is still
early to determine the truth about the wiretapping, as
itis in the possession of the Chinese Embassy and the
Chinese government. He emphasized an existing policy
on the issue and said that the Department of
Information and Communications Technology (DICT)
and the Department of Science and Technology (DOST)
are working together to improve the country's
cybersecurity. Marcos plans to bring Filipino
cybersecurity experts as "free agents" to help bolster
the country's cybersecurity. [Philippine News Agency]
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The Philippines: Government behind
majority of red-tagging incidents against
journalists

(ms/tl) A recent study by the National Union of
Journalists of the Philippines (NUJP) reveals a troubling
trend: the government is responsible for the majority
of red-tagging incidents targeting journalists over the
past eight years. The study, titled “No Tag: Press
Freedom for Pluralism,” documents that 60 percent of
these incidents were state sponsored, with a
significant impact on the media landscape in the
Philippines.

Red-tagging refers to the practice of labeling
individuals or groups as communists or terrorists,
often without substantial evidence. This practice has
been particularly pervasive under the administration of
former President Rodrigo Duterte, and it continues
under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. From 2016 to
2024, the NUJP recorded 159 instances of red-tagging
against journalists, with 56.6 percent targeting those
from alternative media outlets, who often cover
marginalized sectors, and 43.4 percent against
mainstream media journalists.

The repercussions of red-tagging extend beyond
professional challenges, impacting the mental health
and safety of journalists, particularly student
journalists. The case of Frenchie Mae Cumpio, a
campus journalist facing red-tagging and legal battles,
exemplifies the harsh realities faced by those in the
crosshairs. NUJP, along with the Altermidya Network
and the College Editors Guild of the Philippines, has
called for the Department of Justice to review cases
against red-tagged journalists and recommended
mechanisms for providing them with legal support.

The establishment of the National Task Force to End
Local Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) has
intensified the red-tagging of activists, human rights
workers, and journalists. Despite calls for its
dissolution, President Marcos has upheld the task
force, viewing it as crucial for national security. The
NTF-ELCAC's aggressive stance includes efforts to
disqualify leftist organizations from elections, alleging
ties to the communist movement, though these
attempts have largely been unsuccessful. [Rappler 1]

The Supreme Court's recent ruling that red-tagging
constitutes a threat to life, liberty, and security offers a
glimmer of hope for those targeted. This ruling enables
red-tagged individuals to file criminal complaints
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against their perpetrators, potentially curbing the
unchecked practice of red-tagging.

International voices, such as United Nations Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Opinion and Expression
Irene Khan, have called for the abolition of the NTF-
ELCAC, citing the renewal of peace talks between the
government and communist rebels as a pathway to
resolving internal conflicts without the need for such a
controversial task force. To disband the NTF-ELCAC,
President Marcos would need to revoke Executive
Order No. 70, which institutionalized the task force's
creation, which however is currently more than
unlikely. [Kodao Production] [Rappler 2]

The Philippines: Marco’s new human right
body aims at political gain or genuine
measurement

(tl) The establishment of a new human rights body by
President Marcos Jr. is seen as a political move rather
than an effort to address human rights issues in the
country. Several experts believe it is part of a charm
offensive with the international community and aiming
to build his good image at international level. The new
human rights body aims to institutionalize a multi-
stakeholder process for the promotion and protection
of human rights in the country.

The National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers emphasized
that genuine improvement in human rights can only
happen if abuses are not allowed to persist with
impunity. The United Nations has provided technical
assistance to the Philippines to address human rights
concerns. On the one hand, Critics of a new HR body
argues that the government's actions are not focused
on accountability or justice for victims of human rights
abuses. Through administrative order (AO) No.22,
Marcos established the government’s Special
Committee on Human Rights Coordination to enhance
human rights mechanism in the Philippines.
[BusinessWorld]

On the other hand, The Philippines' Commission on
Human Rights (CHR) is pleased that Administrative
Order 22 has established a Special Committee on
Human Rights Coordination. This committee will assist
UNJP initiatives related to criminal justice, law
enforcement, and policymaking. The CHR is certain
that this program will prioritize a whole society
approach from consultation to implementation and
provide tangible results. While acknowledging the
concerns expressed by different sectors, it maintains
its independence and will carry on serving as a go-
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between for the state and civil society. The CHR is
willing to take part in the coordinating body in order to
guarantee that all stakeholders are equally
represented. The new organization seeks to prosecute
more instances pertaining to enforced disappearances
and the war on drugs a comprehensive human rights-
based approach in government responses. [The
Philippines Star]

Meanwhile, human rights lawyer Chel said the signing
of the AO in creation of a new HR body could be part of
the government's strategy to win a seat at the United
Nations (UN) Security Council. Since 2022, the Marcos
government has been eyeing a seat at the UN body.
Membership with the UN Security Council is important
for the Marcos government as it is the UN's most
powerful body, tasked with ensuring international
peace and security in accordance with the UN's
principles and purposes. The Philippines has been a
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council
multiple times. [Rappler]

Simultaneously, A group of educators known as the
Congress of Teachers/Educators for Nationalism and
Democracy is opposing the creation of a human rights
"super body" under the Marcos administration, calling
it a "farce and a pro-dictator human rights body." They
argue that the new committee is a "mere show to
attempt and paint an image of a human rights-friendly
administration" and that President Marcos Jr. should
work within existing human rights guarantees to hold
violators accountable and indemnify victims of human
rights violations. The group suggests that if Marcos is
sincere in promoting and protecting human rights, he
should enact sweeping reforms in the government,
whose agents have been accused of committing
human rights violations themselves.

The Philippines: Marcos’s party finds
another ally with Nationalist People’s
Coalition

(tl) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s Partido Federal ng
Pilipinas formed alliances with the Nationalist People’s
Coalition and Lakas-Christian Muslim Democrats, a
year before the 2025 national and local elections that
will dictate a new set of lawmakers and local officials.
The alliances aim to strengthen political influence and
work on the nation's progress. Marcos led the signing
ceremonies, and the alliances aim to strengthen
political influence and work on the nation's progress.
[Rappler]
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The NPC, has significant representation in Congress
and its chairperson Vicente Tito Sotto Ill, competed in
the 2022 vice presidential election under the NPC,
running against Sara Duterte. The NPC, comprising
1,910 incumbent public officials, holds five Senate
seats and 38 House of Representatives seats out of its
4,000 members. [GMA News Online]

The Philippines: House passed a bill
requiring college student to undergo two-
years citizen service training

(tl) A two-year mandatory citizen service training for
college students is being pushed for approval by 1-
Pacman party-list Rep. Romero and military reservists.
The bill, known as the National Citizen Service Training
and Reserve Officers’ Training Corps bill, aims to
amend Republic Act 7077 to expand the military
reservists’ organization. The House of Representatives
has passed its version of the bill, making citizen service
training mandatory and ROTC optional. President
Marcos has certified the bill as urgent to enhance
citizens' capacity to render military or civil service
during emergencies. Senate President Zubiri has
committed to tackling the measure before the annual
adjournment. Minority lawmakers have raised
concerns about the Senate "railroading" the bill amid
tensions over the West Philippine Sea. [Manila
Standard] [The Philippine Star]

The Philippine: Akay Ni Sol transformed
into full-flagged political party

(tl) Former broadcaster Sol Aragones' philanthropic
organization, Akay Ni Sol, has evolved into a political
party in San Pablo City. The party aims to serve
vulnerable groups like people with disabilities (PWD)s
and senior citizens.

Akay Ni Sol used to know as a Philippine non-profit
organization, and works to improve the welfare, quality
of life, and dignity of PWDs and their families.

The Commission on Elections has approved Akay Ni Sol
as a national political party. Baguio Mayor Benjamin
Magalong praised Aragones for her contributions and
offered support. [Akayni Sol] [] . Akay Ni Sol used to
know as a Philippine non-profit organization, and
works to improve the welfare, quality of life, and
dignity of people with disabilities (PWDs) and their
families. [AkayniSol] [Manila Standard]
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The Philippines: Department of Defense
vows harsh measures against
manipulators of prices over basic
commodities

(tl) Defense Secretary Gilberto C. Teodoro Jr. has
announced that the government will crack down on
hoarders and price manipulators as the country
transitions to the La Nifia weather phenomenon.

Teodoro, also chairperson of the Task Force El Nifio,
emphasized the importance of access to affordable
basic commodities like rice for millions of Filipino
consumers. The Department of Defense (DND) is ready
to support agencies involved in price monitoring of
basic necessities and prime commodities.

Additionally, Teodoro called for intensifying price and
supply monitoring efforts to protect consumers from
profiteering during the weather phenomenon. Under
President Marcos' Executive Order No. 53, Teodoro
was appointed chairperson of the task force, with
Science and Technology Secretary Renato U. Solidum
as co-chairperson. The task force will develop a
comprehensive disaster preparedness and
rehabilitation plan for El Nifio and La Nifia. [Philippine
News Agency] [Manila Standard]

The Philippines: Senate rushes to
conclude hearings on economic
amendments before adjournment

(tl) As Congress prepares to adjourn on May 25, the
Senate subcommittee on constitutional amendments
is working to finish hearings on Resolution of Both
Houses 6 (RBH6).

The proposal seeks to amend economic provisions of
the 1987 Constitution to ease foreign ownership
restrictions. With only three session days left, the
subcommittee will hold hearings in Cebu City and
Cagayan de Oro City. Recent hearings included a
meeting in Baguio City with various stakeholders. The
RBH6, supported by key Senate leaders, could impact
public utilities, education, and advertising sectors.
[IThe Philippines Star]
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The Philippines: OCTA Research on
performance of Macro’s administration

(tl) The trust and performance ratings of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Vice President Sara Duterte
in the Philippines have declined, according to a survey
by OCTA Research. Marcos' trust rating dropped six
points to 69 percent from 75 percent in December
2023, while Duterte's rating fell to 68 percent.

The survey was conducted from March 24 to 27 and
released on Monday. Marcos' trust rating was highest
in Balance Luzon (79 percent) and among Class D
adults (69 percent), while Duterte's was highest in
Mindanao (95 percent) and among Class E (72 percent).
Duterte's performance rating ranged from 51 percent
in Balance Luzon to 93 percent in Mindanao, and from
55 percent among Class ABC adults to 71 percent
among Class ABC. [The Philippine Star]

The Philippines: Escudero replaces Zubiri
as Senate President

(tl) In a procedural transition, Senator Chiz Escudero
took the oath as the new Senate President, succeeding
Senator Juan Miguel Zubiri. Zubiri announced his
resignation during an emotional speech, citing his
failure to adhere to external instructions as a reason
for stepping down.

Senator Alan Peter Cayetano nominated Escudero for
the position, which received unanimous approval from
the 24-member chamber. Following Escudero's
ascension, Senator Jinggoy Estrada assumed the role of
Senate President Pro Tempore, and Senator Francis
Tolentino became the new Senate Majority Leader.
Additionally, several senators resigned from their
committee chairmanships to accommodate the new
leadership.

Escudero expressed gratitude to Zubiri for his service
and emphasized a collaborative approach in his
inaugural address. He acknowledged the contributions
of his colleagues and stressed the importance of
focusing on future legislative endeavors rather than
past conflicts.

Zubiri's resignation follows months of speculation
regarding a leadership change within the Senate, amid
criticisms from supporters of President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. and former President Rodrigo Duterte.
Escudero, who initiated the move to replace Zubiri,
secured the backing of 14 senators for his presidency.
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As Escudero assumes the Senate presidency, the
chamber faces the task of maintaining its institutional
integrity while addressing the nation's legislative
priorities. [ABS-CBN News] [GMA News] [Philstar]

Singapore: Lawrence Wong sworn in as
first new prime minister in 20 years as Lee
dynasty ends

(Im) Lawrence Wong, Singapore's Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister, has become the city-
state's first new prime minister in two decades,
succeeding Lee Hsien Loong who served for 20 years
but announced he was stepping down last month.
Wong, 51, is only the fourth prime minister of the Asian
financial hub; Lee who oversaw 20 years of stunning
economic success for the country, will stay on in
government as a senior minister, suggested that he will
maintain a significant level of involvement. [Financial
Times]

Ahead of assuming the premiership, Wong announced
minimal changes to his cabinet, aiming to maintain
stability and avoid disruptions during the transition.
This move, analysts suggest, emphasizes the
government's commitment to continuity. While Wong
will continue serving as Finance Minister alongside his
new role as Prime Minister, Gan Kim Yong, his
counterpart in overseeing Singapore's multi-ministry
COVID-19 task force, will ascend to the position of
Deputy Prime Minister while retaining his portfolio as
Trade and Industry Minister. Consequently, Wong will
have two Deputy Prime Ministers, with Heng Swee
Keat, the former heir-apparent who withdrew from
contention for the People's Action Party's fourth-
generation (4G) team leadership in April 2021, being
the other. [South China Morning Post]

The reshuffle also includes promotions and new
appointments, such as Minister of State Low Yen Ling
and Minister of State Desmond Tan being promoted to
Senior Ministers of State. Additionally, Minister of State
Rahayu Mahzam will become Minister of State and
take up a new appointment in the Ministry of
Communications and Information. Furthermore, two
backbench MPs, Murali Pillai and Shawn Huang, have
been promoted to political office. [The Business Times]
[The Straits Times]

Singapore: Ministry of Home Affairs
defends firm drug policies amid criticism
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(Ib/ms) Recent statements by Home Affairs and Law
Minister K. Shanmugam regarding Singapore’s drug
control policies have sparked controversy, particularly
in response to criticisms from former political detainee
Teo Soh Lung.

Teo's objections, voiced through social media, center
on the perceived inefficacy of Singapore's drug laws
and allegations of parliamentary privilege misuse by
Shanmugam. She argues that despite strict penalties,
the drug problem persists, urging accountability and
policy reform.

In defense, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
reiterated the necessity of Singapore's firm stance
against drugs, citing examples of countries with more
lenient policies experiencing adverse consequences
such as increased overdose rates and violent crime.

Central to the debate is the inclusion of former drug
abusers in parliamentary proceedings, which Teo
questions. The MHA clarified that their presence serves
to acknowledge rehabilitation success stories and
inspire others struggling with addiction.

However, recent statistics from the Central Narcotics
Bureau (CNB) reveal concerning trends, with a rise in
drug abuse among Singapore’s youth. Shanmugam
acknowledged these challenges, emphasizing the
importance of proactive measures to address
emerging drug threats. [Gutzy Asia] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: Resumption of F-16 jet lights
after crash this month

(Ib) Singapore's Defence Ministry announced the
resumption of F-16 fighter jet flights after suspending
training following a crash on May 8. The crash occurred
due to erroneous inputs from the plane's pitch rate
gyroscopes, causing the pilot to lose control during
takeoff. The pilot ejected safely. This simultaneous
gyroscope failure, a first for Singapore's fleet,
prompted checks and clearances of all gyroscopes
before flights resume. The ministry, along with
Lockheed Martin, will investigate the malfunction. The
incident was Singapore's first fighter jet crash since
2004, when an F-16C crashed in Arizona, killing the
pilot. [Reuters]

Singapore: MFA Director-General
sentenced to jail for misuse of diplomatic
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bag service

(ms) Gilbert Oh Hin Kwan, a director-general at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), has been sentenced
to a week in jail for lying about the use of the
diplomatic bag service to transport luxury watches.

Oh, 45, pleaded guilty last month to providing false
information to a public servant. He had requested a
colleague at the Singapore Embassy in Beijing to send
a package containing 21 luxury watches, a ring, and
children’s books, falsely claiming the items belonged to
the parents of a Chinese diplomat. The package was
actually for a friend.

When the package was flagged by Immigration and
Checkpoints Authority (ICA) officers at Changi Airport,
Oh lied to MFA, stating the watches belonged to his
father. The falsehood was later uncovered during
investigations by the Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau (CPIB).

The responsible judge rejected recommendations from
both the prosecution and defense for a fine, stating
that the seriousness of the offense warranted
imprisonment.

Oh's lawyer has filed an appeal against the sentence.
Oh remains out on bail of around USD 11,000 and has
offered his resignation to MFA, which is pending due to
the ongoing case. The penalty for giving false
information to a public servant can include up to two
years of imprisonment, a fine, or both. [Channel News
Asia] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: COVID-19 infections surge,
hospitals implement measures to manage
bed capacity

(Ib) Singapore is experiencing a new wave of COVID-19
infections, with cases nearly doubling to 25,900 in the
week of May 5-11 from 13,700 the previous week,
according to the Ministry of Health. Average daily
hospitalizations also increased from 181 to 250.

In response, public hospitals are reducing non-urgent

elective surgeries and transferring suitable patients to
care facilities to preserve bed capacity. Health Minister
Ong Ye Kung stated that the wave is expected to peak

between mid and late June. [Live Mint]
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Singapore: AstraZeneca announces USD
1.5 billion investment in cancer drug
manufacturing plant in Singapore

(ms) AstraZeneca, the Anglo-Swedish pharmaceutical
company, revealed its plans to construct a USD 1.5
billion manufacturing facility in Singapore, focusing on
producing antibody-drug conjugates (ADCs), a class of
cancer-fighting drugs. This move marks AstraZeneca's
first foray into establishing an end-to-end ADC
production site.

ADCs are regarded as promising therapies in cancer
treatment, as they deliver potent drugs directly to
cancer cells while minimizing damage to healthy tissue.
AstraZeneca's decision to invest in this facility aligns
with its broader strategy to expand its global
manufacturing capabilities and meet the growing
demand for innovative cancer treatments.

The new facility, backed by the Singapore Economic
Development Board (EDB), underscores Singapore's
appeal as a strategic location for pharmaceutical
investments.

Construction of the plant is slated to commence by the
end of 2024, with operations expected to begin in
2029. [AstraZeneca] [Reuters]

Singapore: Launch of 30-year green bond
aiming to raise up to USD 2.5 billion

(ms) Singapore is set to bolster its green financing
efforts with the launch of a 30-year green bond,
targeting a raise of up to USD 2.5 billion. The Green
Singapore Government Securities (Infrastructure)
bond, with an initial price guidance of approximately
3.46 percent. The bond's proceeds will be channeled
into projects under Singapore's green investment
framework, continuing the city-state's push towards
sustainable development.

The Monetary Authority of Singapore, acting as the
government's agent, has engaged major financial
institutions including Citigroup, DBS Bank, HSBC,
Standard Chartered, and UOB to manage the bond
issuance. Notably, the bond aims to attract both
institutional and retail investors, with USD 2.45 billion
allocated for institutions and USD 50 million for the
public via electronic applications starting May 23.

This issuance follows Singapore's previous success in
green bonds, including a USD 700 million, 50-year
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green bond issued in 2023. The global green bond
market has seen significant growth, with governments
and corporations issuing a record USD 260 billion in
2024, marking a 7 percent increase from the previous
year. [Bloomberg] [The Strait Times]

Singapore: Suspect in billion USD money
laundering investigation faces new
charges

(ms) Lin Baoying, a central figure in Singapore's
ongoing money laundering investigation, has been
charged with seven new offenses. These charges
include possession of suspected criminal proceeds and
the use of forged documents submitted to banks.

Lin, the only female among the ten suspects,
expressed her intention to plead guilty during court
proceedings. The 44-year-old Chinese national
appeared via video-link and requested an early plea
date.

The charges against Lin add to the complexity of the
case, which began with raids in August last year.
Authorities suspect that the funds involved in the
operation were obtained through organized crime
activities abroad and laundered through Singapore's
financial institutions.

The investigation has uncovered billions of dollars in
illicit funds and assets, prompting concerns about
Singapore's reputation as a global financial hub. Lin is
scheduled to appear in court for a pre-trial conference
on Thursday as the investigation continues. [Channel
News Asia]

Thailand: Senator ask Constitutional
Court to impeach prime minister, new
minister

(Im) In Thailand, forty members of Parliament's upper
House, the Senate, have petitioned the Constitutional
Court to rule on the status of Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin and Prime Minister’ Office Minister Pichit
Chuenban after the latter was appointed as a minister
in the recent cabinet reshuffle. In the petition
submitted to the court, the senators asked if the
ministerial status of Srettha and Pichit should
terminate based on Section 170 (4) and (5) of the
charter which deal with moral and ethical standards of
a cabinet minister. [Bangkok Post 1]
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Pichit is known for his close ties to the family of former
prime minister and de facto ruling Pheu Thai Party
leader Thaksin Shinawatra, and he has served as their
trusted lawyer since the 2006 coup against Thaksin. In
2008, while leading the defense team for Thaksin,
Pichit, together with his two colleagues, was sentenced
to six months in jail for an apparent bribe attempt.
Despite this stint in jail, Pichit's influence has endured,
and he served most recently as advisor to the Pheu
Thai Party before being appointed as Prime Minister's
Office minister [see AR No. 18, April/2024, 5].

However, in light of Pichit's jail term, a petition had
previously been submitted to the Election Commission
(EC) by two political movement groups, seeking the
EC's further action against the appointment. The EC is
now duty-bound to petition the Constitutional Court to
suspend Pichit from duty as a minister until the court
rules on his moral and ethical eligibility as required by
the constitution. [AIR No. 19, May/2024, 1]

Amidst this context, Prime Minister Srettha reiterated
earlier this month that he had forwarded the new
cabinet line-up to the Council of State, the
government's legal arm, for scrutiny before formally
submitting it for royal endorsement. Furthermore, the
Cabinet contends that Pichit’s conviction occurred well
beyond the mandatory 10-year interval between
completing a prison sentence and assuming office.
However, it's crucial to distinguish this matter from
whether Pichit fulfills the moral and ethical criteria
expected of an MP, as stipulated in the constitution.

Against the backdrop of the forthcoming Constitutional
Court decision later this week, Pichit dismissed rumors
on May 20 that he had resigned from his post.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party
launches new six-point agenda amidst
dissolution threats

(msz) Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward Party
(MFP) has unveiled a new six-point agenda aimed at
addressing immediate, priority issues to reform the
country. The announcement was made by Pita
Limjaroenrat, the party’s advisory chairman and
former prime ministerial candidate. Alongside this
agenda, the MFP has set an ambitious goal to win 270-
300 MP seats in the next election, potentially doubling
the 151 seats they secured in the 2023 general
election. [Bangkok Post] [The Nation Thailand 1]
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The timing of this announcement is particularly
significant as the party is currently facing possible
dissolution. On May 15, the Constitutional Court
granted the party a final 15-day extension until June 2
to submit its defense against the Election
Commission’s (EC) petition to dissolve the party and
ban its executive committee members from politics for
ten years. This is the third and final extension allowed
by the court. [Thai PBS World] [The Nation Thailand 2]

The EC's petition to dissolve the MFP was submitted to
the Constitutional Court on March 18 [see AiR No. 12,
March/2024, 3]. This followed the EC's unanimous
decision to seek the party's dissolution after the
Constitutional Court ruled that the MFP's proposal to
amend the royal anti-defamation law was an attempt
to undermine the constitutional monarchy [see AR No.
11, March/2024, 2].

Separately, forty-four MFP MPs, among them its chief
adviser and former prime ministerial candidate Pita
Limjaroenrat, are under investigation regarding their
adherence to ethical standards regarding the royal
defamation law. They could potentially be banned
from political activities for life. Additionally, the court
reserves the authority to suspend their voting rights
for a period of up to 10 years, depending on its
discretion.

This development echoes the dissolution of the MFP's
predecessor, the Future Forward Party, which was
dissolved by the Constitutional Court in 2020. The
dissolution came after the court found the party's co-
founder, Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, guilty of
violating election laws by loaning money to the party.
This decision led to widespread protests by pro-
democracy activists who saw it as a move to suppress
opposition voices.

Thailand: Government to auction of
decade-old rice after laboratory test
shows rice ‘edible’

(wt) The Thai government will proceed with its plan to
auction off rice that has been stored in warehouses
since the removal of the Yingluck Shinawatra
administration ten years ago, after a laboratory test
result showed that rice is still safe for consumption.
[Bangkok Post]

This development is the latest episode in a larger
controversy centering around allegations that the
ruling Pheu Thai Party is trying to downplay the
wrongdoings of the fugitive former prime minister
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Yingluck by attempting to auction off the 15,000 tons
of rice. This stock of rice was part of the rice-pledging
scheme initiated under the Yingluck administration,
which aimed to boost the incomes of rice farmers by
purchasing their crops at prices significantly above
global market rates. The scheme backfired and left the
government with a 19-million-ton stockpile and a tab
of about USD 13.7 billion.

Earlier this month, Commerce Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai - long seen as the right-hand man of
Pheu Thai patron Thaksin Shinawatra - visited the two
warehouses where the rice is currently stored. The visit
and subsequent auction plans came in response to
skepticism from a local rice expert who had previously
claimed that it was implausible for the decade-old rice
to remain edible and doubted the feasibility of
auctioning it for consumption.

In light of the government'’s plans to sell the decade-
old rice, concerns have been growing in Africa that the
rice might enter markets there. In 2023, African
countries imported 2.48 million tons of Thai rice, with
South Africa, Senegal, and Cameroon being the top
importers. [Thai PBS World] [Khaosod]

Thailand: Lower House urges decision on
offenders getting amnesty following jailed
activist's death

(Im) (msz) (bk) In Thailand, a special parliamentary
committee studying an amnesty bill is urging the
government to decude if it wants to add those who
violated the royal defamation law following the death
of a young activist in detention after a prolonged
hunger strike. [Bangkok Post 1]

Netiporn Sanesangkhom, 28, had been in pre-trial
detention since mid-January for insulting Thailand's
monarchy and died on May 14 from cardiac arrest
following a 65-day hunger strike, sparking widespread
grief and renewed calls for justice reform in the
results of an autopsy have raised questions about
Netiporn's treatment at the Central Correctional
Hospital leading up to her death, as her stomach was
found empty despite earlier claims by the Department
of Corrections that she was eating normally.

Following the death of Netiporn, on May 16, two fellow
young activists, Panusaya Sithijirawattanakul and
Patsaravalee Tanakitvibulpon, presented a petition to
the government, demanding a transparent
investigation into the death. Panusaya raised concerns
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about the Corrections Department's reluctance to
release video footage of Netiporn while being
transferred. The petition also called for bail for
individuals arrested on political charges, citing the
ruling Pheu Thai Party's election campaign promises on
the right to bail, and urged parliament to expedite the
enactment of an amnesty law for all political offenders.
Deputy Secretary-General of the prime minister for
political affairs received the petition at Government
House. [Thai PBS World]

Despite the petition, on the same day, the Criminal
Court continued to refuse bail for young activists
Tantawan Tuatulanon and Natthanon
Chaiyamahabutr, accused of sedition for allegedly
attempting to disrupt a royal motorcade. [See AiR No.
9, February/2024, 4] They have been in pretrial
detention for 93 days. The Supreme Court also denied
bail for activist Mongkol Thirakhot, sentenced to 50
years for lese majesté due to 27 social media posts
deemed royal defamation. [See AiR No. 4,
January/2024, 4] According to Thai Lawyers for Human
Rights, nearly 2,000 individuals have been charged with
political offences, including violations of the Emergency
Act and lése majesté laws. [Thai Enquirer]

The opposition leader from the Move Forward Party,
Chaiwat Tulathon, suggests immediate policy
measures that the government can undertake to de-
escalate tensions and promote reconciliation. These
measures include implementing clear directives for law
enforcement agencies, where the freedoms and legal
rights of politically active citizens must be respected.
Moreover, prosecution for politically ideology-oriented
offenses should undergo case-by-case deliberation
whether or not it be deemed to "be in the interest of
the public" or "have an effect on the safety or security
of the Nation or on an important benefit of the
Country" pursuant to Section 21 of the Public
Prosecution and Public Prosecutor Act, rather than a
uniform treatment of fast-tracking cases to pretrial
imprisonment. These actions are directly within the
government's purview and can commence without
delay. [X (formerly, Twitter)]

Nikorn Jamnong, chairman of the House sub-
committee tasked with studying politically motivated
cases, revealed that discussions on May 17
encompassed the investigation into Netiporn's death,
bail rights for those detained under royal defamation,
legal proceedings delays, and the amnesty bill. The
Thalufah group's demand to include individuals
convicted under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the
royal defamation law, in the amnesty law was also
considered. The majority of the House committee
supports establishing an amnesty panel, which would
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study and categorize actions before submitting them
to the main House committee for a vote on May 23
regarding the panel's administrative role.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin previously stated that
while some political inmate cases should be decided by
a court, the government could negotiate with the
judiciary to resolve political conflicts and restore the
rule of law, provided a clear policy is in place.

Meanwhile, the main opposition Move Forward Party is
demanding the right to bail for political activists,
criticizing recent police actions that detain those
accused of violating Section 112 without granting bail.
The Criminal Court recently denied bail for Natthanon
Chaimahabud and Tantawan Tuatulanon, fellows of
Netiporn, who have been detained for over 90 days.
The court cited concerns over the severity of the
charges, including sedition, and the potential for flight
risk, stemming from an incident during a motorcade
carrying Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in early
February.

Human rights activists like Progressive Movement
member Pannika Wanich, opposition Move Forward
Party, and the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights called for judicial reform and release of
detainees, while underscoring the importance of
freedom of expression [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post
3]

According to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, since the
start of nationwide youth-led protests calling for
constitutional reforms and up until March 2024, at
least 1,954 people have been prosecuted or charged
for their participation in political assemblies and for
speaking out, with 286 of those cases involving
children. At least 270 people have been charged with
royal defamation during that time.

Thailand: Former prime minister Somchai
puts name down for upper House
elections

(Im) Somchai Wongsawat, a Thai politician who has
served in various capacities within the government,
including a short stint as prime minister, has registered
to run for a seat in Parliament’s upper House. His
decision to contest is believed to be made to facilitate
his attempt to secure the Senate speaker post later,
with the backing of the ruling Pheu Thai Party.
[Bangkok Post]
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Somchai is the husband of Yaowapha Wongsawat, the
sister of ex-prime minister and de facto leader of the
Pheu Thai Party, Thaksin Shinawatra. He entered
politics as a member of the Thai Rak Thai Party,
founded by Thaksin. After the dissolution of Thai Rak
Thai, he joined the People's Power Party (PPP), which
was seen as a successor to Thai Rak Thai.

In 2008, after the resignation of Prime Minister Samak
Sundaravej, Somchai was chosen as the leader of the
PPP and subsequently became Prime Minister. His
tenure was marked by significant political turmoil,
including mass protests by the People's Alliance for
Democracy (PAD), also known as the Yellow Shirts.
These protests culminated in the seizure of Bangkok's
two main airports. Somchai's time as Prime Minister
ended when the Constitutional Court of Thailand
dissolved the PPP on charges of electoral fraud,
effectively removing him from office.

Thailand: Election Commission clarifies
Senate election media regulations

(msz) Thailand's Election Commission (EC) has
announced that candidates for the forthcoming
election to Parliament's upper House, the Senate, are
permitted limited media interaction but are prohibited
from campaigning. At a press conference, EC secretary
general Sawang Boonmee stated that candidates can
use social media to introduce themselves, focusing on
topics like employment and education. However,
endorsing candidates is illegal, with potential
investigations for those involved. Media can report and
analyze without endorsing candidates. [Bangkok Post]
[The Nation Thailand]

This statement came after a legal challenge was filed
with the Administrative Court by four prospective
Senate candidates. The candidates contested that
certain EC regulations, particularly those restricting
campaign advertising, infringed on their freedom of
expression. They petitioned the court to issue a
temporary injunction to suspend these regulations
until a final judgment is rendered. [AIR No. 19,
May/2024, 1]

The new Senate will consist of 200 members from 20
professions, not directly elected by the public. With
over 210,000 individuals expressing interest in running
for Senate positions, the EC anticipates at least 100,000
candidates. Earlier this month the EC announced the
application period for candidates running in the Senate
elections, scheduled from May 20 to 24. Subsequently,
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intra- and cross-professional group elections will take
place from June 9 to 26 [see AIR No. 20, May/2024, 2].

Thailand: Government to ratify enforced
disappearance treaty

(msz) Thailand's government has announced plans to
ratify the International Convention for the Protection
of Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED) by
June 13. The Instrument of Ratification was deposited
on May 14 and will take effect 30 days later. This
ratification marks the eighth out of nine core human
rights treaties Thailand has ratified, leaving the
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families as the only
one yet to be ratified. [Bangkok Post] [Thai Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

Ratifying the ICPPED will legally bind Thailand to
criminalize enforced disappearances, prosecute
offenders, and provide justice and reparations to
victims and their families. It subjects Thailand to
international scrutiny through regular reviews by the
Committee on Enforced Disappearances, enhancing its
human rights protections and international reputation.
The ratification will necessitate legal and policy
reforms, capacity building, and improved support for
victims, demonstrating Thailand's commitment to
upholding international human rights standards.

According to the International Commission of Jurists
(1C)), the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances recorded 93 cases of alleged enforced
disappearances in Thailand between 1980 and August
2023, with 77 cases still unresolved.

Thailand: Amnesty International report
exposes digital abuse of activists, calls for
action

(bk) On May 16, Amnesty International released a report
detailing the extensive online abuse and targeted
digital surveillance faced by women and LGBTI activists
in Thailand. This abuse, by both state and non-state
actors, includes misogynistic, homophobic, and
transphobic language, as well as sexualized content,
aimed at silencing and discrediting these activists. The
report is based on interviews with 40 activists,
revealing a pattern of harassment and surveillance and
highlighting their experiences with Technology-
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facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TfGBV). [Prachatai
English]

Key findings include the use of Pegasus spyware, a
highly invasive tool developed by NSO Group, against
activists. The report also documents other forms of
online harassment, such as doxing and coordinated
smear campaigns. The chilling effect of this digital
violence is profound, leading to self-censorship,
withdrawal from activism, and serious mental health
issues among the affected individuals.

This report is part of Amnesty International’s global
campaign, Protect The Protest, which focuses on the
right to protest in Thailand and examines the
intersection of gender and technology. Previous
research by Thai NGO iLaw, Digital Reach, and The
Citizen Lab found Pegasus spyware on the phones of
35 individuals between 2020 and 2021. Amnesty
International’s Security Lab independently analyzed
five of these cases. Additionally, further research on
TfGBV is being conducted in Uganda and Canada as
part of the Make It Safe Online campaign, with findings
to be released in the coming months.

Thailand: Central Investigation Bureau
warns fast-evolving cyber crimes

(msz) Thailand's Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) has
issued a warning regarding the rapid evolution of cyber
crimes. According to Pol Maj Gen Chatpunthakarn
Klaiklueng, commander of the Cyber Crimes
Investigation Division 1 (CCID1), scammers are
employing various online links and malicious
applications to defraud individuals. [Bangkok Post]

Among the tactics highlighted are the use of fake links
posing as government agencies to deceive victims into
transferring money, schemes to elicit personal and
financial information, fraudulent investment websites,
online gambling portals, and deceptive loan offers.
These methods have been increasingly utilized by
cyber criminals to exploit unsuspecting individuals.

Thailand: Finance minister, central bank
governor hold closed-door meeting to
address policy differences

(bk) Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira and Bank of
Thailand Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput met
behind closed doors at the Finance Ministry to address
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their differences on monetary and fiscal policies.
However, neither of them made themselves available
for press comments, subsequent to the meeting. [Thai
PBS World]

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul from
the ruling Pheu Thai Party stated that the meeting
provided an opportunity for the minister and governor
to exchange economic views, emphasizing the
importance of aligned efforts between the ministry
and the bank. The Finance Ministry advocates for
monetary and fiscal policies to stimulate the economy,
while the central bank has resisted calls to reduce the
policy rate and opposes the government's funding
plans for the "digital wallet" scheme. The bank
proposed a scaled-down version of the project, but the
government rejected the suggestion.

Thailand: 400,000 people unemployed
during first quarter of 2024

(msz) The National Statistical Office (NSO) survey
revealed that over 400,000 people (about 1% of
working-age population) were unemployed during the
first quarter of 2024 with quitting being the top reason
for unemployment and university graduates occupying
the majority proportion of the unemployed. However,
in comparison to the previous year, the unemployment
rate declined to 4.9%. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: 10-year visa to be implemented
to drive EEC development

(bk) Thailand's cabinet has approved a special 10-year
visa for executives and experts working in the Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC) to support targeted industries
in the region. This visa allows multiple entries and
exits, tied to the duration of employment contracts,
and is categorized into specialists, executives,
professionals, and dependents. Alongside this visa,
specialists in the EEC can benefit from a reduced
personal income tax rate of 17 percent. The move aims
to attract talent, promote target industries, and
enhance national competitiveness. [Bangkok Post]

The EEC is a flagship economic development project in
Thailand aimed at transforming the eastern region of
the country into a leading economic zone for
innovation, technology, and industry. Announced in
2016 by the Thai government, the EEC spans three
provinces: Chonburi, Rayong, and Chachoengsao.
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Vietham: Communist Party nominates
security minister as president; National
Assembly elects new chair

(Im) The Central Committee of Vietnam'’s ruling
Communist Party has nominated To Lam - the public
security minister and widely considered one of the
most powerful figures in the country - president. It
also named the permanent National Assembly (NA)
vice chairman Tran Thanh Man as the new legislator’s
new chairman for a term ending 2026. [Xinhua]

Tran Thanh Man has already been confirmed in his
new role during the ongoing seventh session of the NA.
He succeeds Vuong Dinh Hue, who resigned as
parliament chairman last month over violation of
Communist Party regulations. Man hails from the
Mekong-Delta province of Hau Giang. The 61-year-old
was head of the Vietnam Fatherland Front — a party-
led organization — before becoming vice chairman of
the NA in April 2021. [yahoo!news]

The National Assembly is expected to vote on To Lam's
nomination to become the nation’s next president
later this week. The 66-year-old career police officer
has been Minister of Public Security since 2016 and
was admitted to the Politburo in 2021. He has also
been deputy head of the party's anti-corruption
steering committee since 2021, playing a crucial role in
the antigraft campaign that has seen thousands of
officials and high-profile corporate executives
prosecuted or forced to step down. Lam will replace Vo
Van Thuong, who stepped down in March after being
accused of violating party rules, just over a year after
his appointment. [see AR No. 13, March/2024, 4]
[Voice of Americal

Third top leader ousted in two months; four new members
appointed to Politburo

Lam and Man were nominated by the Central
Committee of the ruling Communist Party.
Representing Vietnam'’s 5.3 million communists, during
its plenum last week, the committee also announced
the resignation of one of its highest-ranking officials,
Thuong Thi Mai, marking the third top-level departure
in just two months amidst a period of political
turbulence. Mai, who held significant positions within
the party including being the only female member of
the powerful Politburo, was accused of "violations and
shortcomings," though specific details were not
provided.
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With Mai's departure, only two of the top five leaders
remain in their positions. In response to these
changes, the party's central committee named four
new candidates for the Politburo, aiming to restore its
membership to the statutory 18. Among the new
candidates are Nguyen Trong Nghia, head of a
cybersecurity unit, and Le Minh Hung, a former central
bank governor. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Prisoners allowed health checks
after a year of requests

(Im) In Vietnam's Gia Trung Prison, two political
prisoners, one serving a 15-year sentence for
attempting to overthrow the government and the
other eight years for anti-state propaganda, finally
received health checkups after nearly a year of
requests. [Radio Free Asia]

Gia Trung Prison in Vietnam has been reported for its
harsh conditions, including complaints about
inadequate healthcare and poor living conditions.
Political prisoners held there have raised concerns
about the lack of proper medical attention,
overcrowding, and unsanitary living conditions.
Additionally, there have been reports of prisoners
being subjected to substandard food quality, extreme
temperatures, and limited access to fresh air.

Vietnam: Malaria cases more than
doubled in first four months

(wn) Vietnam recorded 141 malaria cases in the first
five months of this year, a 107.4 percent increase from
the same period in 2023, though no epidemic
occurred. Khanh Hoa Province had the highest number
with 94 cases. [Asia News Network]

Despite the recent spike, malaria cases in Vietnam
have significantly decreased over the past decade,
from 15,752 to 448 last year. Challenges include
imported cases, persistent outbreaks in certain
provinces, and limited public participation in
prevention efforts.

The Ministry of Health has issued plans to combat
parasitic diseases from 2021-25, but implementation
has been slow. Only 33 out of 63 provinces and cities
are following these plans, with just 7% of districts
conducting.
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International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

WHO hosts regional conference on
combatting health crisis misinformation

(ps) The World Health Organization (WHO) South-East
Asia Regional Office, in partnership with the WHO
Bhutan Office and the Ministry of Health, organized the
Annual Regional Forum on Community Engagement
and Resilience in response to the rapid spread of
misleading data and information during health
emergencies. About sixty representatives and
specialists from nine South East Asian countries' health
ministries attended the forum. Community
empowerment, a focus on cross-border cooperation,
and strengthening Member States' and WHO Country
Offices' ability to handle infodemics were the main
points of emphasis. [Kuensel]

China launches anti-dumping probe as
trade tensions with US and EU further
escalate

(ms) China has initiated an anti-dumping investigation
into polyoxymethylene (POM) copolymers imported
from the United States, European Union, Taiwan, and
Japan. This move, announced by China's Ministry of
Commerce, is seen as a direct response to the recent
trade measures imposed by the U.S. and the EU.

The investigation targets a type of plastic widely used
in auto parts, electronics, and medical equipment.
China's Ministry of Commerce stated that the probe
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will examine whether these imports are being sold at
unfairly low prices, thereby harming the domestic
industry. This investigation follows a request from six
Chinese companies and will cover imports from
January 1, 2023, to December 31, 2023. The process is
expected to conclude by May 2025, with a possible six-
month extension if required.

This development follows the U.S. announcement of
significant tariff increases on USD 18 billion worth of
Chinese goods, including electric vehicles (EVs), solar
panels, and computer chips. President Joe Biden's
administration has raised tariffs on Chinese EVs from
27.5 percent to 100 percent, aiming to counteract what
it describes as unfair trade practices by China, such as
heavily subsidizing its industries to dominate global
markets with low-priced exports (see article in this
edition).

In response, China criticized these tariffs, stating they
would "severely affect the atmosphere for bilateral
cooperation" and vowed to take "all necessary actions
to protect its legitimate rights." This stance highlights
China's readiness to counteract U.S. trade policies.

The European Union is also involved in these trade
disputes. The European Commission recently launched
an investigation into Chinese tinplate steel imports
(see article in this edition)and is conducting ongoing
probes into Chinese EVs, solar panels, and wind
turbines. The EU suspects these products benefit from
state subsidies, allowing them to undercut European
manufacturers. The European Commission has set a
July 4 deadline to decide on potential tariffs on
Chinese-made EVs. [BBC] [CNN] [Euro News] [Reuters]
[Xinhual]

Saudi Arabia concerns hinder China and
GCC free trade agreements negotiations

(jm) Negotiations for a free trade agreement between
China and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) have
halted, primarily due to Saudi Arabia's concerns about
the impact of cheap Chinese imports on its domestic
industrial ambitions. The GCC, which includes Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, and Bahrain,
has pursued this deal for nearly 20 years. Saudi Arabia,
leading the efforts, hesitates since exempting Chinese
goods from import duties would harm its Vision 2030
plan to diversify its economy and develop a domestic
manufacturing industry.

Saudi Arabia is working with foreign firms, including
Chinese companies, to build local manufacturing but
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faces challenges, such as a lack of skilled labor. Despite
progress, significant issues remain unresolved, and a
compromise is needed to finalize the deal.

The US has expressed concerns about the growing
economic ties between the Gulf states and China,
urging the Gulf to reduce reliance on Chinese
technology. In 2023, China-GCC trade reached USD
286.9 billion, with Saudi Arabia accounting for nearly
40 percent of this trade. [Reuters]

Qatar and Saudi Arabia to strengthen
tourism with China

(jm) Saudi Arabia and Qatar are set to increase direct
flights to mainland China and Hong Kong to capitalize
on the increase of Chinese tourism post-Covid-19, as
stated by tourism officials from countries. Saudi
Tourism Minister Ahmed Al-Khateeb confirmed plans
for more direct flights from China, highlighting the
importance of connectivity to boost tourism.
[Bloomberg]

Last month, three major Chinese airlines - Air China,
China Southern Airlines, and China Eastern Airlines -
initiated direct flights to Riyadh, the capital of Saudi
Arabia, from Beijing and Shanghai, following earlier
launches of direct flights by Saudi Arabian Airlines to
Beijing and Guangzhou.

Al-Khateeb emphasized China's significance to Saudi
Arabia's tourism sector, aiming to attract 5 million
Chinese tourists by 2030, compared to the nearly
150,000 Chinese tourists among the 100 million
visitors last year.

Qatar is also advancing discussions to increase direct
flights with China. Qatar Tourism chairman Saad Al
Kharji noted the swift recovery and resilience of
tourism, especially among Chinese visitors. China
Southern recently added a route between Doha and
Guangzhou, joining Cathay Pacific and Xiamen Airlines
in offering direct services to Doha. In 2023, tourism
contributed 10.3 percent to Qatar's economy, with
significant growth in Chinese tourist numbers.

A report from the Arabian Travel Market indicated a 54
percent increase in Chinese tourists visiting the Middle
East between the first quarters of 2023 and 2024, with
the UAE, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia as top destinations.
China's outbound tourism is expected to fully recover
next year, with a strong inclination towards the Middle
East. [SCMP]
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Japan and ASEAN to joint develop electric
vehicles

(sh) Japan and ASEAN plan to develop their first joint
strategy on automobile production and sales within
Southeast Asia, responding to the growing presence of
Chinese electric vehicles (EVs) in the region. The two
sides aimed to draft an interim strategy by around
2035, with economic ministers set to meet as early as
September this year.

Several Japanese automakers, including Toyota and
Honda, have factories in ASEAN, assembling over 3
million vehicles annually, which accounts for about 80
percent of the region's total production. Many of these
vehicles are exported to the Middle East and other
markets.

The strategy would focus on cooperation in personnel
training, decarbonization, mineral resource
procurement, investment in next-generation fields like
biofuels, and promoting eco-friendly vehicles produced
in ASEAN.

Japan aimed to position itself as a reliable partnerin
technological development and training. This initiative
came as Chinese automakers, like BYD, capitalized on
subsidies and tax breaks in Thailand, leading to
Chinese EVs making up 85 percent of the EV market
there last year. [Nikkei Asia]

Mongolia and UNIDO strengthen
industrial collaboration

(fg) On May 14, Mongolian Parliament Chairma
Zandanshatar Gombojav, met with Stephen Kargbo,
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) Representative and Head of the Regional
Office in China, which is also responsible for Mongolia
and North Korea.

During the meeting, Zandanshatar acknowledged
UNIDO's support to the Mongolian industrial sector
and particularly praised the "Export Development"
project, a collaboration with the World Bank, which has
successfully certified Mongolian leather processing
plants and halal meat products.

The meeting also highlighted the development of a
country program for Mongolia by UNIDO in
cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Mongolia, which aims to improve the economic use of
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raw materials of animal origin, support small and
medium-sized enterprises in agriculture and create
employment opportunities.

Stephen Kargbo reiterated UNIDO's commitment to
further strengthen Mongolia's industrial sector.
[Montsame]

UNIDO, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, is a specialized agency of the United
Nations that assists countries in developing and
transitioning economies to foster competitive and
sustainable industrial development.

Mongolia gains approval to export halal
meat to the Middle East

(fg) Mongolia has established a legal framework that
allows Mongolian companies to export halal meat to
Middle Eastern countries.

This initiative was led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry
and the Mongolian Embassy in Kuwait and facilitated
the accreditation by the Gulf Cooperation Council
Accreditation Centre with the support of the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization.
[Montsame]

Australia, U.S., and U.K impose sanctions
on North Korea linking to weapon trade
with Russia

(ac) On May 16, the U.S treasury department
announced sanctions against two Russian individuals
and three Russian companies for facilitating arms
transfer between in Ukraine. Australia’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs announced sanctions against six
entities who are linked to North Korean arms exports
to Russia following the next day on May 17. Australia
condemned the illegal arm trades between North
Korea and Russia. The U.K. also imposed sanctions
against three companies and one individual over the
weapon supply.

The sanctions are an attempt to cut the supply of
weapons to Russian’ forces in Ukraine. [DW News]
[news.com.au] [The Reuters]
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North Korea denies weapons supply to
Russia

(ac) Both North Korea and Russia have dismissed
allegations of Pyongyang's weapon supply to
Moscowmade by South Korea and the U.S.

On May 17, North Korea described the speculations on
North Korea-Russian arms dealings as aimed at
misleading to the public opinion and ‘the most absurd
paradox’ in a press statement. North Korea reaffirmed
that the country had no intention to export military
technical capabilities to other countries. [KCNA]
[Independent] [AP News]

Satellite images released from the Royal United
Services Institute in Britain in October 2023 showed
that two cargo vessels with ties to Russia’s military
were trading between North Korea and Russia. The
American Intelligence Agency accused North Korea of
providing artillery, missiles, and other weaponry to
Russia for the war in Ukraine. This includes missile
debris found in Ukraine that were transported from
North Korea. [RUSI][The New York Times]

North Korea condemns western nations
for interference

(ac) On May 13, North Korea condemned Australia,
Canada, Germany, France, New Zealand, the U.K, and
the U.S for their heightened military surveillance of the
nation and urged them to stop provoking regional
tensions in the Asia-Pacific. [KCNA]

The Foreign Ministry of North Korea condemned the
Western nations for military interference under the
banner of monitoring violation of UN sanctions.
Pyongyang called for the western nations to cease
their military intervention in the Asia-Pacific by using
UN sanctions as an excuse. North Korea warned it will
take necessary measure to protect its sovereignty and
security.

Analysts suggest the joint-maritime patrols between
South Korea and the U.K. in April and the helicopter
incident where an Australian helicopter was
intercepted by a Chinese warplane while surveying
North Korea in international airspace, added to
Pyongyang's condemnations.

The joint military actions were clarified by the Defense
Ministry of South Korea as a measure to enforce UN
Security Council sanctions resolution against North
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Korea. [South China Morning Post] [Deniliquin Pastoral
Times]

South Korean army chief of staff meets
with Australian, Japan, U.S counterparts
for security cooperation talks

(ac) South Korean army chief of staff Gen. Park An-su
embarked on an eight-day trip to the U.S. last week to
discuss security issues. During his trip, Park visited the
U.S. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Randy George.

On May 14 to 16, Gen Park attended the annual Land
Forces Pacific Symposium in Hawaii alongside the
commanding general of the US Army Pacific Gen.
Charles Flynn, Gen. Yasunori Morishita of the Japanese
Ground Self-Defense Force and Lt. Gen. Simon Stuart
of the Australian Amry.

The panel discussions focused on security cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific in the face of the nuclear and missile
threats from North Korea. [The Korea Herald]

The meeting came after on May 1 South Korea and
Australia held a 2+2 Meeting in Melbourne, Australia,
during which the two sides agreed to intensify bilateral
cooperation within the framework of their respective
Indo-Pacific strategies. A focus of the talks was South
Korea's potential participation in pillar 2 of AUKUS,
dedicated to promoting high-tech cooperation among
the AUKUS nations (see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1).

Taiwan excluded from World Health
Assembly for eighth consecutive year

(fg) Taiwan has not been invited to participate in the
77th World Health Assembly (WHA) in Geneva, which
will take place from May 27 to June 1.

This is the eighth consecutive year that Taiwan will not
take part in the gathering. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) deeply
regretted the exclusion, calling it a neglect of the rights
of Taiwan's 23.5 million people and a risk to global
health. Despite the lack of invitation, Taiwan plans to
send a delegation led by the new health minister Chiu
Tai-yuan and a group of lawmakers to Geneva to lobby
for Taiwan's inclusion in the WHA.
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As China insists that Taiwan's participation must
comply with the "one-China principle", while Taiwan
asserts its right to international participation
regardless of Beijing's approval, Taiwan's inclusion
does not seem possible for the time being.

In recent weeks, Western countries have appealed for
Taiwan to participate in the WHA. Notably is the press
statement by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, in
which he called for Taiwan'’s inclusion (see AiR No. 19,
May/2024, 1).

India defends Chabahar port deal with
Iran, urges US to consider regional
benefits amid sanction warnings

(wh) India has defended its recent 10-year agreement
with Iran to develop the Chabahar port, urging the
United States not to take a "narrow view" of the deal.
This statement by Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar
came after the U.S. warned of potential sanctions for
countries engaging in business with Tehran. Jaishankar
emphasized the regional benefits of the agreement,
noting that the U.S. had previously acknowledged the
strategic importance of Chabahar. Despite
Washington’s warnings about the risks of dealing with
Iran, India's Shipping Minister described the
agreement as a "historic moment in India-Iran

ties” [The Times of India]

Signed on May 13, the deal commits India to a USD 370
million investment in the port, which facilitates trade
routes to Afghanistan and Central Asia, bypassing
Pakistan. Since 2018, when India took over operations,
approximately 2.5 million tons of wheat and 2,000 tons
of pulses have been transported from India to
Afghanistan through this route.

Indian warships arrive in Manila during
South China Sea deployment

(wh) Amid ongoing tensions in the South China Sea,
three Indian warships have arrived in Manila. Eastern
Fleet chief Rear Admiral Rajesh Dhankhar is leading the
deployment, which includes the guided-missile
destroyer INS Delhi, fleet tanker INS Shakti, and anti-
submarine warfare corvette INS Kiltan. This visit
follows goodwill stops in Singapore, Malaysia, and
Vietnam, aiming to bolster regional maritime
partnerships.
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This arrival coincides with India's recent delivery of
three anti-ship coastal batteries equipped with 290-km
range BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles to the
Philippines. This USD 375 million deal, finalised in
January 2022, marks a significant advancement in
defence cooperation, potentially paving the way for
further agreements with other ASEAN nations.

Rear Admiral Dhankhar highlighted the shared
objectives between India and the Philippines,
emphasizing their commitment to peace and stability
in the Indo-Pacific. The engagement includes joint
exercises, professional exchanges, and cultural
interactions to enhance naval cooperation and share
best practices. [The Times of India]

India continues to expand its defense relations with
ASEAN countries through exercises, military
exchanges, and training programs. This is further
exemplified by the first-ever ASEAN-India maritime
exercise conducted in May 2023. Warships from India,
the Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand, Brunei and Vietnam had then conducted
joint drills in the South China Sea.

Nepal’'s President to visit Germany,
Switzerland next month

(Im) Nepal's President Ramchandra Paudel plans to
visit Switzerland and Germany in June, marking his first
official visit to Europe since taking office last year. The
trip was initially scheduled for France, Italy, and
Germany but was canceled due to an earthquake. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Paudel will address the International Labour
Organization in Geneva on social justice and hold
meetings with Swiss officials. In Germany, he will have
a three-day visit as a guest of President Frank Walter
Steinmeier. The visits aim to strengthen official
goodwill, with no specific agreements slated for
signing.

Talks are also underway for a visit to India after its
elections conclude in June, with a potential visit to
China next year.

Nepal, European Union hold joint business
forum

(ps) Nepal and the European Union recently held the
second iteration of a joint business forum as part of
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the celebration of 50 years of diplomatic relations. The
forum saw active participation from over 50 countries,
indicating a strong global interest in investing in the
country. The idea is to expose green adoption and
open business opportunities for the EU. [My Republica]
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal's Prime Minister Dahal stressed that to attract
international investment, sustained cooperation with
EU members is necessary. The automatic route for
foreign direct investment up to USD 6 million was
recently launched by the government, and it is
believed that this move will allow capital and
management capacity to enter Nepal. Another goal is
to transition from the least developed country status
by 2026 and achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030. PM Dahal also highlighted Nepal's
commitment to environmental sustainability and
adherence to the Paris Agreement. Nepal is working
towards a target of zero-carbon emissions by 2045.

Pakistan open to Afghanistan joining
CPEC, but wants Beijing to talk to Kabul
on terrorism

(Im) Pakistan's minister for planning and development,
Ahsan Igbal, stated that Islamabad is open to
Afghanistan joining the China-funded mega-
development project, the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), but wants China to persuade
Afghanistan to crack down on terrorist groups
targeting Pakistan. [Voice of America]

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's government aims to
revive CPEC, a USD 62 billion flagship project under
Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative, which has faced
setbacks due to political, economic, and security issues
in Pakistan. Igbal recently met with Chinese officials to
prepare for Sharif's visit to accelerate and expand
CPEC.

The safety of Chinese nationals has become a
significant concern for CPEC's progress, with at least 17
Chinese nationals killed in targeted attacks in Pakistan
since 2021. In a recent incident, five Chinese workers
and their Pakistani driver were killed by a suicide
bomber, identified as an Afghan national, in an attack
planned in Afghanistan.

Against this backdrop, Igbal expressed concerns over
the use of Afghan territory for these attacks and hopes
China will leverage its influence to pressure Kabul to
act against cross-border terrorists. However, when
questioned about formally asking China to influence
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the Afghan Taliban, Igbal referred inquiries to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He rejected claims that the
attacks on Chinese nationals represent a failure of
Pakistani security, citing the involvement of special
military units and local law enforcement.

Study calls for United States to step up
counterterrorism efforts with Pakistan

(tj) A study group led by former senior United States
policymakers has recommended that Washington
move beyond the "trauma" of its 20-year war in
Afghanistan and intensify counterterrorism efforts
against growing threats from Afghanistan and
Pakistan. While not advocating a return to war, the
group emphasized that extremist movements, such as
ISIS-Khorasan and Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
pose significant threats. [The Express Tribune]

The study highlighted that the US focus has shifted
towards China, Russia, and the Israel/Hamas conflict,
leaving a gap in counterterrorism efforts. It called for
less restrictive military actions against direct threats in
Afghanistan and suggested "shows of force" to
pressure the Taliban to sever ties with Al-Qaeda.

The study also noted a reduction in US intelligence
capabilities since the withdrawal and urged renewed
cooperation with Pakistan, including access to airspace
and support against militants. Despite historical
distrust and political instability in Pakistan, the group
stressed the necessity of a pragmatic relationship to
safeguard US interests in the region. The report
suggested making clear to Islamabad the serious
consequences if militants from its territory attack India.

Against this backdrop, it is worth noting that Pakistan
and the US recently held their latest Counterterrorism
Dialogue, where both countries agreed to intensify
their collaboration in countering terrorist organizations
like the TTP and the ISIS-Khorasan affiliate operating in
Afghanistan to advance regional security and address
transnational threats. [AIR No. 20, May/2024, 2]

Pakistan seeks regional connectivity,
integration as foreign minister meets SCO
counterparts in Kazakhstan

(Im) Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar recently
participated in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Foreign Ministers Council meeting held in
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Kazakhstan. During the meeting, Dar reiterated
Pakistan's aspiration to serve as a pivotal trade and
transit hub, leveraging its strategic geographical
position to enhance connectivity and cooperation
among member states. [Pakistan]

Key discussions centered around initiatives like the
CASA-1000 (Central Asia-South Asia) project, an
international electricity transmission project designed
to facilitate energy trade between Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. This project,
which aims to harness excess energy from Tajikistan
and Kyrgyzstan's hydroelectric power plants during the
summer months, holds immense potential for regional
energy security and economic development.

In bilateral meetings with counterparts from Tajikistan
and Kyrgyzstan, Dar emphasized the importance of
strengthening cooperation and dialogue. Discussions
revolved around the early implementation of mutually
beneficial connectivity projects and enhancing bilateral
relations across various domains, including energy,
trade, and people-to-people contacts. [AKlpress]

Seychelles government supports Vincent
Meriton's candidacy for AUC chairperson

(ms) The Seychelles government has officially endorsed
former Vice President Vincent Meriton's candidacy for
the chairperson position of the African Union
Commission (AUC). Meriton, known for his diverse
ministerial roles and advocacy for the Blue Economy,
aims to improve implementation rates of the
Commission's decisions and promote accountability if
elected. The election is scheduled for February 2025,
with Meriton potentially succeeding Moussa Faki
Mahamat from Chad, who has held the position since
2017. [Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka to send delegation to Russia to
help repatriate men duped into Ukraine
fighting

(hg) Sri Lanka's Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) has discovered that around 1,000 Sri Lankan
nationals, mostly with military training, were recruited
as mercenaries in the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war. This
situation is part of a broader trend, with citizens from
neighboring countries like India and Nepal also being
recruited under false pretenses, such as high salaries
and citizenship [ChannelNews Asia]
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Authorities have received 288 complaints from families
of nationals who left illegally to fight in Ukraine and
have arrested seven individuals, including a retired
major general, for acting as illegal recruiting agents for
Russian mercenary firms. At least 16 retired Sri Lankan
military personnel have died in Ukraine.

In response, a high-level Sri Lankan delegation,
including Defence Secretary Kamal Gunaratne, is set to
visit Russia to investigate the situation and assist in the
repatriation of Sri Lankan nationals involved in the
conflict [The Straits Times]

In 2009, Sri Lanka concluded a 26-year civil war that
had raged between the government forces and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a separatist
militant organization seeking an independent Tamil
state. Following the end of the conflict, a large number
of Sri Lankan military personnel, who had been actively
involved in the war, retired from active service.

Commonwealth Enterprise and
Investment Council to establish hub office
in the Maldives

(hg) The Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment
Council (CWEIC) will open a hub office in the Maldives,
with Mohamed Ali Janah, Principal Advisor to President
Muizzu on Trade and Investment, serving as CWEIC's
Country Chair. The hub office will serve as a focal point
for businesses from the 56 Commonwealth member
states, facilitating investment, trade, and business
opportunities in the Maldives. It will also help connect
these businesses with the Maldivian government and
private sector. Additionally, the hub will enable
Maldivian businesses to form strategic partnerships
with CWEIC and participate in events, delegations, and
activities across the Commonwealth [edition]

OECD accepts Indonesia's accession bid

(jb) Indonesia has been accepted into the accession
process for permanent membership in the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), announced Coordinating
Minister of Economic Affairs, Airlangga Hartarto.
Indonesia, an OECD partner since 2007, is now on
track to become a full member within three years or by
2027. [Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia]
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The OECD's Ministerial Council Meeting in Paris,
marking the 10th anniversary of the OECD Southeast
Asia Regional Program (SEARP), approved Indonesia’s
bid, along with Argentina’s. Hartarto highlighted
Indonesia's expedited accession process, taking only
seven months compared to Argentina’s five years.

As part of its accession efforts, Indonesia will draft a
memorandum addressing 26 sectors, including
finance, economics, and anti-corruption, under a new
Project Management Office coordinated by the
Ministry of Economic Affairs.

OECD Secretary-General Mathias Cormann is
scheduled to meet President Joko Widodo in Indonesia
on May 28-29 May to further discuss the accession.
[Antara News]

Indonesia faces rice supply challenge with
imports meeting only five percent of
national needs

(jb) Indonesian President Joko Widodo announced on
May 13 that rice imports through the State Logistics
Agency (Bulog) have met less than 5 percent of the
national demand for 2024. During his visit to the Bulog
warehouse in Muna district, President Widodo
emphasized the necessity of rice imports to stabilize
consumer prices amid global food inflation.

Despite importing rice from Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia, and Pakistan, the supply remains
insufficient for Indonesia's 280 million population. The
country has realized 1.3 million tons of rice imports
from a 3.6 million tons quota.

To address the rising rice prices, the government has
been distributing 10 kilograms of rice aid monthly to
beneficiary families, a program set to continue until
June and possibly extend to December, depending on
the State Budget.

Bulog estimates Indonesia’s rice demand for 2024 to
be 31.2 million tons, highlighting the significant gap
between imports and national requirements. [Vietnam
Plus]

Indonesia hosts 10th World Water Forum

(rm) Indonesia is hosting this week the 10th World
Water Forum. It kicked off on May 20 and will run until
May 20. The focus of the forum will be on water
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conservation, clean water and sanitation, food and
energy security, and mitigation of natural disasters.
[Xinhua]

Laos, China, Vietnam to enhance border
management cooperation

(Ivw) A trilateral meeting was held on May 15 at the
shared border mark of Vietnam, Laos, and China.
Attendees included representatives from border
stations in Dien Bien province (Vietnam), Nhot Ou
district (Phongsaly province, Laos), and Jiangcheng
district and Pu’er city (China).

The meeting focused on evaluating border
management, protection, and prevention of cross-
border crimes and illegal immigration. All sides agreed
to maintain legal border and land documents and
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to enhance
trilateral collaboration in the future.

The meeting was based on agreements among the
defense and public security ministries of Vietnam,
Laos, and China. [Vietnam Plus]

Laos to decrease toxic pesticides and
agrochemical usage

(Ivw) The Financing Agrochemical Reduction and
Management (FARM) project, funded by the Global
Environment Fund (GEF), will be implemented in Laos
from 2024 to 2028 to reduce harmful pesticide use.
Conducted by the UN Development Program (UNDP) in
collaboration with the Lao Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, the project will take place in Vientiane and
the provinces of Xieng Khuang, Luang Namtha,
Oudomxay, and Bokeo.

The project will promote safe pest control methods,
enhance policymaking and legislation on pesticide use,
and increase sustainable income for farmers.
Additionally, it will focus on raising awareness among
farmers, improving their monitoring capacity, and
building capacity in pesticide waste management for a
more ecologically sustainable farming sector. [Xinhua]

Malaysia second-largest automotive
market in Southeast Asia
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(ba) Malaysia has emerged as the second-largest auto
market in Southeast Asia, behind Indonesia, but
overtaking Thailand, with a remarkable surge in car
sales nearing 800,000 in 2023. This growth was
propelled by tax exemptions on local vehicles and the
introduction of new models, including competitive
pricing for electric vehicles. Conversely, Thailand and
Indonesia saw declines in auto sales due to factors like
delinquent auto loans and escalating interest rates.

Based on sales data from industry bodies across
Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, and
Vietnam, Malaysia has consistently outpaced Thailand
in sales for three consecutive quarters until March
2024. This signals a notable shift as Malaysia
historically held the third position. The data
underscores Malaysia's robust economy and industry
performance, resulting in superior sales figures
compared to Thailand.

With the region's auto market evolving into a global
battleground for automakers, factors such as subsidies
and macroeconomic conditions are anticipated to
wield significant influence on future sales trends.
[Thailand Business News]

ASEAN Special Envoy meets with
Myanmar junta leader

(jw) Special envoy Alounkeo Kittikhoun of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) met
with junta chief Min Aung Hliang for talks in Myanmar's
capital of Naypyidaw on May 15. The discussion aimed
to identify a peaceful resolution to Myanmar's
problems. ASEAN Secretary General Dr. Kao Kim Hourn
and ASEAN Humanitarian Aid Coordination Center
Executive Director Lee Yam Ming were also attending
the meeting.

The escalation of the crisis in Myanmar has raised
questions about the capabilities of ASEAN to promote
peace in the region. ASEAN had previously sought to
implement a five-point peace plan and include talks
with leaders from all sides.

Though ASEAN has largely excluded Myanmar's
military leaders from its summits, some member
states have continued to engage with the junta.
Thailand and Laos, the current ASEAN chair, have
worked to oversee humanitarian aid deliveries.

The ousted National Unity Government (NUG),
however, insisted that there could be no solution
without its involvement. Nay Phone Latt, a
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representative from the NUG's office of the prime
minister, said, "It is also necessary for ASEAN
representatives to meet and discuss with ethnic armed
groups, [and] the National Unity Government, which
are the main players in Myanmar.” Without such
efforts, he alleged, "nothing will happen." [Radio Free
Asia]

Philippines: Filipino civilian mission ‘Atin
Ito’ closely monitored by Chinese coast
guard in disputed shoal

(rm) The civilian led ‘Atin Ito’ (This is Ours) convoy has
been closely monitored by the Chinese Coast Guard on
its three-day mission to provide supplies for Filipino
fishermen anchored at the Scarborough Shoal in the
South China Sea. The convoy comprises five
commercial fishing vessels and about one hundred
small fishing boats. [Reuters]

The Philippine Coast Guard has sent three vessels and
a light aircraft to maintain supervision over the civilian
convoy. The Chinese Coast Guard sent at least two
vessels towards the sailing path of the convoy.
Communication was exchanged via radio between the
two countries. [Radio Free Asia]

Organizers of Atin Ito stated that the convoy would
“continue with its course” as their “mission is peaceful,
based on international law and aimed at asserting our
sovereign rights”. [AP News]

Atin Ito has claimed that a vessel successfully provided
supplies, including food and fuel, to fisherman in the
shoal. [Benar News]

China’s foreign ministry stated that if the Philippines
“infringes on China’s territorial sovereignty and
jurisdiction, China will defend its rights in accordance
with the law”. [Reuters]

China has remained in control over the Scarborough
Shoal since 2012 after a weeks-long standoff with the
Philippines. The shoal is located within the Philippines
exclusive economic zone, as mandated under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS).

It is important to note that Atin Ito led a similar mission
to deliver provisions to Filipino fisherman anchored at
Second Thomas Shoal in December 2023. This mission
was unsuccessful due to alleged harassment by
Chinese Coast Guard vessels.
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Philippine’s DSWD will host the ASEAN
forum for disaster risk reduction and
climate resilience

(tl) Department of Social Welfare and Development is
hosting an ASEAN forum in Makati City to strengthen
social services for disaster risk reduction and climate
resilience. DSWD Undersecretary Vilma B states that
the event aims to support policymakers and
practitioners in understanding the role of social
workers and the wider social service workforce (SSW)
in disaster management. The initiative is a
collaboration between SOMSWD, ASEAN Secretariat,
and UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office. The
forum will enhance disaster management effectiveness
and community resilience by sharing expertise and
insights. The DSWD is committed to supporting ASEAN
Regional Activities and hopes the conference will
strengthen regional solidarity in social work practice.
[DSWD] [Philippine News Agency]

Thai Prime Minister's diplomatic visits to
France, Italy and Japan

(bk) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is scheduled for a
series of official visits: France (May 15-16), Italy (May
17-21) and Japan (May 22-24). [Royal Thai Government
1]

France

His diplomatic highlights in France included the
premier's meeting with President Emmanuel Macron
to advance the strategic partnership between Thailand
and France, focusing on trade, investment, defense
industry, and soft power initiatives. On May 16, he
addressed the Thailand-France Business Forum in
Paris, emphasizing the potential for increased
cooperation, particularly in sectors like logistics,
aviation, and digital economy in accordance with his
"Ignite Thailand" vision [See AIR No. 9, February/2024,
4]. The premier sought French support for the Thai-EU
Free Trade Agreement. He also stressed Thailand's
commitment to sustainability and invited greater
people-to-people exchanges between Thai and French
citizens. The forum aimed to bolster mutual trade and
investment, focusing on energy, circular industry,
construction, transportation, food & beverages,
hospitality, and sustainable cities. [Royal Thai
Government 2]
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Italy

Arrived on May 17, the premier met with Italian fashion
leaders and promoted Thai traditional indigo dyeing.
His five-day visit to Italy marked the 156th anniversary
of diplomatic ties, with an aim to enhance cooperation
in renewable energy, sports tourism, medical science,
pharmaceuticals, and defense. [Bangkok Post]

Japan

Next in Japan, the premier will attend and deliver a
keynote address at the 29th Nikkei Forum Future of
Asia, themed "Asian Leadership in an Uncertain
World." He will propose Asian cooperation in four
areas: trade and investment connectivity, sustainability
through green economy and energy, digital transition,
and a multilateral system paradigm shift to support
the Asian economy and address global challenges.

Vietham-UNESCO: Vietnam supports
UNESCO's efforts to promote education.

(wn) During a session in New York, Ambassador Dang
Hoang Giang, Vietnam's Permanent Representative to
the UN, reiterated Vietnam's strong support for
UNESCO's global education efforts. He also praised the
Group of Friends for Education and Lifelong Learning
and suggested organising activities for dialogue and
information sharing among UN member countries. UN
Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammad
emphasised the need to secure funding for education,
support teachers' rights, and leverage digital
transformation in the field. The Group of Friends for
Education and Lifelong Learning, launched on January
24,2019, actively advocates for global education
commitments through high-level meetings. [Vietnam
Plus]

China, Laos, Vietnam hold trilateral
border management meeting

(wn) A trilateral meeting between Vietnam, Laos, and
China was convened at the shared border mark of the
three countries on May 15. Representatives from
border stations in Dien Bien province (Vietnam), Nhot
Ou district in Phongsaly province (Laos), and border
management authorities in Jiangcheng district and
Pu'er city (China) participated. They assessed border
management, protection, and efforts to prevent cross-
border crimes and illegal immigration. The meeting
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affirmed the commitment to uphold legal border
agreements and enhance trilateral collaboration,
leading to the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding. [Vietnam Plus]

Thailand assist neighbors in repressing
dissidents, Human Rights Watch says

(Im) A recent Human Rights Watch (HRW) report alleges
a pattern of Thailand's complicity in facilitating the
repression of refugees and dissidents from
neighboring countries. The report outlines various
forms of repression, including surveillance, violence,
abductions, enforced disappearances, and forced
returns, all orchestrated with the assistance of Thai
authorities. [Radio Free Asia] [Human Rights Watch]

One of the key concerns raised by HRW is the
phenomenon of "transnational repression," where Thai
authorities engage in acts of repression against
activists in exile from other countries, such as
Cambodia, Vietnam, and China. This practice not only
violates the rights of individuals seeking safety in
Thailand but also undermines regional efforts to
protect human rights and uphold international
standards.

The report highlights specific cases, including the
forced return of refugees to China, despite their
recognized status by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the
disappearance of political dissidents, some of whom
were allegedly abducted in Cambodia and Laos.

Moreover, HRW underscores the failure of the Thai
government to address these human rights violations
adequately. Despite promises to uphold humanitarian
principles, Thai officials have been accused of turning a
blind eye to abuses and failing to conduct thorough
investigations into disappearances and forced returns.
This lack of accountability further exacerbates the
plight of refugees and dissidents in Thailand.

In light of these findings, HRW calls for urgent action to
end the practice of "swap mart" arrangements
between governments and ensure the protection of
individuals seeking refuge. It also emphasizes the need
for greater transparency, accountability, and
adherence to international human rights standards to
address the systemic challenges facing refugees and
dissidents in Thailand.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-juh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-juk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-juu/

Bangladesh seeks India’s support in
rescuing ‘missing’ Awami League
lawmaker

(Im) The Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi
and Deputy High Commission in Kolkata are seeking
support from the Indian Ministry of External Affairs to
locate and rescue Awami League MP Anwarul Azim
Anar, who has been missing since at least May 14.
Anar, who went to India for medical treatment on May
11, has not been in contact with his family since May
14. Both diplomatic missions are closely coordinating
with Indian authorities to address the situation. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh opposition party claims India
is making efforts to keep Dhaka under
control

(sg) Bangladesh’'s main opposition party, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), has launched
scathing criticisms against neighboring India, accusing
it of perpetually striving to assert dominance over
Dhaka rather than addressing crucial water-sharing
concerns. The party also lambasted the country’s ruling
Awami League government for its alleged failure to
effectively tackle these pressing issues, alleging that it
prioritizes the interests of foreign powers over those of
its own citizens. [Dhaka Tribune]

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
pointed out India's historical neglect in resolving water
distribution problems related to the 154 common
rivers shared between the two nations, citing the
ongoing controversy surrounding the Farakka Dam
and Ganges water diversion.

The construction of the Farakka Dam in 1975 by India
has been a source of tension between the two
countries. While the dam was built to divert water from
the Ganges to the Hooghly River to prevent siltation at
the Kolkata port, its consequences on Bangladesh have
been severe. These include reduced river flow,
increased salinity, degraded fisheries, and
contamination of water supplies, impacting public
health and agriculture, particularly during the dry
season when water flow is critically low.

Despite the signing of the Ganges Water-Sharing
Treaty in 1996, which aimed to regulate water
distribution from the Farakka Barrage over a 30-year
period, Bangladesh has often not received its
guaranteed water flow during critical periods between
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2008 and 2011. This has raised concerns, especially
with the treaty set to expire in 2026, prompting
uncertainties about future negotiations.

United States slaps sanctions on
Bangladesh’s ex-army chief for ‘significant
corruption’

(Im) The United States has imposed sanctions on
former General Aziz Ahmed, previously Chief of the
Bangladesh Army Staff, and his family, citing
"significant corruption" that undermined democratic
institutions and eroded public trust in government
processes. Aziz allegedly interfered in public processes,
helped his brother evade accountability, and accepted
bribes for government appointments. [The Business
Standard][U.S. Department of State]

The decision to impose sanctions on Aziz follows a
series of events, including the release of an
investigative documentary by Al Jazeera in 2021, which
accused him of protecting his fugitive brothers, Haris
and Anis Ahmed, who were involved in criminal
activities, including a high-profile murder. The
documentary presented evidence that Aziz used his
position to help his brother Haris establish a false
identity and set up businesses in Europe.

Additionally, allegations of corruption and misuse of
power have been prominent. The Bangladesh Army
under General Aziz's leadership has been accused of
human rights violations, including extrajudicial killings,
enforced disappearances, and the use of surveillance
technology to monitor opposition groups. These
allegations have led to calls for investigations by
international bodies such as the United Nations.

This development adds to the ongoing diplomatic
discourse between Bangladesh and the US. Previously,
Washington had sanctioned Bangladesh's Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) over alleged human rights violations.
Despite diplomatic efforts to resolve the issue,
including discussions with US officials, the sanctions
against RAB remained in place.

United States assures to invest in
Bangladesh regarding climate change
impact

(sg) During his recent visit to Bangladesh, United States
Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central
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Asian Affairs Donald Lu has pledged future US
investment in Bangladesh to address climate change
challenges. Following a meeting with Environment
Minister Saber Hossain Chowdhury, Lu emphasized the
importance of ensuring that environmental
investments benefit marginalized communities.
Discussions also focused on securing funding from
climate-related organizations and accessing technical
support services. The parties explored collaboration on
implementing green projects and utilizing satellite
technology to gather climate data. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh garment makers appeal to
European Union for extension of
‘Everything But Arms’ scheme

(sg) Bangladeshi garment manufacturers, represented
by the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), have appealed to the
European Union (EU) for an extension of the transition
period from the Everything but Arms (EBA) initiative to
the GSP Plus scheme. [The Daily Star]

The EBA initiative is an arrangement established by the
EU that grants duty-free and quota-free access to the
EU market for all products, except arms and
ammunition, originating from the world's Least
Developed Countries (LDCs). Bangladesh is the largest
beneficiary of the EBA, with exports to the EU
amounting to EUR 24 billion in 2022. However, as
Bangladesh transitions to a Middle-Income Country
(MIQ), it will lose its EBA privileges by 2027, following a
three-year grace period to ensure a smooth transition.

Against this backdrop, SM Mannan Kochi, president of
BGMEA, emphasized the importance of this extension
during a meeting with Charles Whiteley, the EU
ambassador in Bangladesh, held at the BGMEA office
in Dhaka. Kochi highlighted that the extension of EBA is
crucial for sustaining Bangladesh's economic growth
post-graduation from the least developed country
category. He also sought the EU's cooperation in
capacity building for the garment industry and urged
engagement with European buyers to ensure fair
pricing and ethical sourcing practices. Ambassadors
from other EU countries were also present at the
meeting.

UAE-based ports group to invest USD 1
billion to develop Bangladesh’s Chittagong
port
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(sg) AD Ports Group, a prominent ports developer
based in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Chittagong
Port Authority (CPA) to invest USD 1 billion in
developing Bangladesh's Chittagong port, including
constructing a multi-purpose terminal as part of the
Bay Terminal project. The terminal is expected to
handle one million TEUs of containers and seven
million tons of bulk cargo annually. [The Daily Star]
[The Daily Star 2]

Chittagong Port, holds pivotal significance as
Bangladesh’s nation's primary seaport, facilitating the
majority of its import and export activities, notably in
textiles, ready-made garments, and agricultural
products. It serves as a crucial regional trade link,
connecting Bangladesh to neighboring countries like
India, Nepal, Bhutan, and parts of China. Thus, the
port's efficient operation and development are integral
to sustaining Bangladesh's economic growth.

Bangladesh, Japan launch negotiations on
economic partnership agreement

(sg) A trade negotiating team from Japan arrived in
Bangladesh on May 19 for the the inaugural round of
negotiations on the Bangladesh-Japan Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA). Dhaka hopes to
conclude the negotiations by 2026, coinciding with
Bangladesh's graduation from Least Developed
Country (LDC) status, potentially securing financial
concessions from Japan. [The Daily Star]

The negotiations, which are scheduled to run until May
23, follow on a meeting between Japanese
Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Hosaka
Yasushi and Bangladesh'’s Foreign Minister Hasan
Mahmud.

During the meeting, Yasushi expressed confidence in
strengthening bilateral cooperation under the
"Strategic Partnership" framework and advancing the
"Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)" initiative. Hosaka
highlighted Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's visit to Japan in April last year as pivotal for
future relations, expressing gratitude for Bangladesh's
hosting of the 30th anniversary of the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD30)
Global Dialogue.

Mahmud appreciated Japan's assistance in
Bangladesh's infrastructure development and sought
further Japanese investment, particularly in projects
like Matarbari and Chattogram. He also requested
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Japan's support in developing Bangladesh's ship
recycling industry sustainably, with plans for technical
assistance and funding through Japan International
Cooperation Agency.

Australian foreign minister arrives in
Bangladesh for two-day visit

(sg) Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong arrived in
Bangladesh on May 21 for a two-day visit to Dhaka,
aiming to bolster bilateral ties and explore avenues for
cooperation in regional peace, prosperity, and security.
The discussions during her visit are expected to delve
into various crucial issues, including trade promotion,
sustainable energy, the Rohingya crisis, maritime
security, technology transfer, and the promotion of a
free and open Indo-Pacific region. During her stay,
Wong is scheduled to meet with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and engage in bilateral talks with her
Bangladeshi counterpart, Hasan Mahmud.
Accompanying her will be a small delegation
comprising senior officials from the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. [The Daily Star]

Additionally, Wong is anticipated to visit Rohingya
camps to gain firsthand insights into the situation.
Bangladesh seeks Australia's support in maintaining
global attention on the Rohingya crisis and facilitating
their safe repatriation. Australia has affirmed its
commitment to extending humanitarian aid to the
Rohingya and assisting Bangladesh in its repatriation
efforts.

This visit underscores Australia's deepening
engagement with Bangladesh, underscored by recent
developments such as the exchange of defense
advisors and the upcoming Foreign Office
Consultations. The bilateral trade between the two
nations currently stands at approximately USD 4
billion.

Bhutan’s government launches economic
stimulus package supported by India

(Im) Bhutan's Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay unveiled
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) worth
approximately USD 180 million on May 18 to counter
the economic repercussions of the COVID-19
pandemic, which caused a significant -10.2 percent
contraction in Bhutan's economy in 2020. Supported
by the government of neighboring India, the ESP aims
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to revive key sectors, create jobs, and enhance
economic stability. It includes measures such as low-
interest loans, loan deferment options, and livelihood
support programs. Additionally, the program targets
tourism promotion, youth employment, and support
for agriculture, cottage industries, and the creative
sector. [Kuensel 1]

In related updates, Bhutan's estimated domestic
revenue increased by 7.1 percent, narrowing the fiscal
deficit to approximately USD 191.95 million for the
fiscal year 2023-24, representing 5.83 percent of GDP.
This reduction from the initial projection of USD 276.55
million or 9.7 percent of GDP is largely due to higher-
than-expected domestic revenue, reaching
approximately USD 635.45 million, driven partly by
increased profit transfer from the central bank. The
deficit is expected to be covered through a
combination of net external and domestic borrowing,
with expenditures revised upward to approximately
USD 896.86 million for the current fiscal year. Looking
ahead, the government aims to maintain a fiscal deficit
below 3 percent of GDP during the 13th Plan period,
with financing to come from both external and
domestic sources. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan, Thailand pave way for free trade
agreement talks

(ps) Bhutan and Thailand convened for the 5th Joint
Trade Committee meeting in Thimphu, with plans to
initiate discussions on a potential free trade
agreement (FTA). Although formal details of the
meeting are pending, the agenda primarily focuses on
enhancing bilateral trade and investment. Both nations
aim to foster economic collaboration across various
sectors like tourism, handicrafts, and agriculture.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand, leveraging its expertise, particularly in areas
such as geographical indication products and sanitary
standards, seeks to contribute to facilitating bilateral
agricultural trade. Bhutan has requested that Thailand
allow the export of its agricultural products, including
apples, potatoes, oranges, and honey. In exchange,
Bhutan receives Thai exports of clothing, computers,
wheat products, microwave ovens, frozen and dried
fruits, and ready-to-eat foods.

Trade statistics reveal that in the initial quarter of
2024, trade between the two nations amounted to USD
3.06 million. Thai imports stood at USD 30,000, while
exports amounted to USD 3.03 million. The proposed
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FTA is envisaged to significantly elevate bilateral trade,
aiming to achieve a target of USD 120 million by 2025.

Bangladesh, Bhutan bilateral trade
doubled to USD 22.1 million after
implementation of trade agreement

(ps) After the implementation of a preferential trade
agreement (PTA) between Bangladesh and Bhutan in
2022, bilateral trade between the two countries
doubled to USD 22.1 million in the fiscal year 2022-23.
[The Business Standard]

Under the PTA with Bhutan, 100 local products from
Bangladesh enjoy duty-free access to the Bhutanese
market, while Bhutan has duty-free access to 34
products in Bangladesh, with an additional 16 products
recently added. Both countries have benefited from
this agreement, with Bangladesh exporting ready-
made garments, processed food products, agricultural
products, and more, while Bhutan exports items like
boulders, vegetables, minerals, and construction
materials to Bangladesh.

Brunei, China discuss deepening
cooperation and ties

(dql) During a meeting between Bruneian Foreign
Minister Il Dato' Erywan Pehin Yusof and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi on May 14 in Beijing, the latter
reaffirmed China’s readiness to boost cooperation with
Brunei to advance bilateral relations to a new height,
vowing to support Brunei in promoting economic
diversification and to further exploring the potential of
cooperation in emerging areas.

Erywan, for his part, confirmed that Brunei holds high
expectation towards maintaining high-level exchanges
with China and closer cooperation in multiple fields,
including economy, trade, agriculture, education,
artificial intelligence and big data. He added that his
country was ready to cooperate with China in
safeguarding regional peace and stability and promote
common development and prosperity. [CGTN]

Brunei King receives Hungarian foreign
minister
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(dqgl) Brunei King Hassanal Bolkiah ibni Omar Ali
Saifuddien Il granted an audience to visiting
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter
Szijjarté on May 16. Szijjarto trip to Brunei marked the
first visit of a Hungarian foreign minister to the
sultanate.

During the audience, King Hassanal Bolkiah and
Foreign Minister Szijjarté pledged commitment to
strengthening the existing ties. Both sides also
discussed ways to develop bilateral cooperation, with a
focus on cooperation in education cooperation,
following the signing of a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on the Stipendium Hungaricum
scholarship between the two governments on the
same day.

In addition, the two sides exchanged views about
strengthening cooperation through the ASEAN-EU
dialogue, with Szijjarté underscoring the importance of
swiftly deepening relations between the two regions,
especially amidst challenges posed by Russia’s war in
Ukraine and “irrational economic decisions, and the
politicization of critical issues.” [Borneo Bulletin]
[Hungary Today]

Cambodia’s National Assembly to
strengthen ties with European Union

(Ivw) During a meeting held in Cambodia on May 15
between Khuon Sudary, President of the Cambodian
National Assembly, and Igor Driesmans, Ambassador
of the European Union to Cambodia, the two sides
expressed optimism for enhanced cooperation
between the National Assembly (NA) and the European
Parliament (EP).

Discussions centered on the upcoming EP elections
and the importance of collaboration between the EP
and the NA. Sudary acknowledged the EU's
longstanding support for Cambodia's reconstruction
and development, highlighting the European Joint
Strategy on Development Cooperation for Cambodia.

The meeting also addressed pressing global
challenges, including conflict, public health crises, and
climate change, emphasizing the importance of
upholding the rule of law and fostering international
cooperation and dialogue.

Sudary urged continued EU support for Cambodia's
development in the key sectors of agriculture,
education, health, and digital transformation. [Khmer
Times]
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European Union strengthens ties to
improve management of Cambodian
fisheries through FAO

(Ivw) Fisheries Administration officials in Cambodia,
supported by the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and funded by the European Union (EU), are
enhancing their efforts against illegal fishing across
Cambodia's inland and marine waterways.

The Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool (SMART)
platform has been integrated with a Khmer language
interface and helps manage fisheries resources by
collecting and analyzing data on enforcement activities.
During a workshop from May 16-17, achievements and
future strategies for SMART were discussed.

Lessons from Cambodia's implementation will inform
similar efforts in other ASEAN countries, promoting
sustainable fisheries and improved law enforcement.
[Khmer Times]

Cambodia, UAE to boost economic
partnership deal

(lvw) Cambodia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are
committed to accelerating the implementation of a
comprehensive economic partnership agreement
(CEPA), aimed at expanding markets for goods and
services, boosting investments, and fostering job
creation in both countries.

This pledge was made during a meeting on May 13 in
Phnom Penh between Cambodian Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation Sok Chenda
Sophea and UAE Ambassador to Cambodia, Obaid
Saeed Obaid Bintaresh Ald-haheri.

Both parties underscored the significance of the
bilateral agreement, signed in June 2023, in deepening
cooperation across various sectors and enhancing
mutual benefits. Discussions included enhancing trade,
investment, and tourism cooperation. [Phnom Penh
Post]

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet
visits South Korea to boost bilateral ties
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(lvw) Prime Minister Hun Manet and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol met at the presidential office
in Seoul, South Korea on May 16. The meeting aimed
to elevate bilateral relations and expand multi-sectoral
cooperation, marking a significant step in enhancing
relations. Manet is the first Cambodian head of
government to visit and meet with South Korean
leaders in a decade. Manet is leading a high-level
Cambodian delegation on a four-day visit from May 15
to 18, focusing on deepening partnerships.

The two leaders discussed signing documents related
to economic development, infrastructure, and
investment, including plans to set up a Special
Economic Zone for South Korean corporations in
Cambodia.

They also agreed to enhance defense cooperation,
including joint naval drills, and cooperation in customs
enforcement against transnational crimes.

This visit underscores the growing partnership
between Cambodia and South Korea, which has been
enhanced to a ‘strategic partnership’ during Manet'’s
visit. [The Korea Herald] [Phnom Penh Post]

Chinese navy vessel 'Golden Dragon'
arrives in Sihanoukville

(Ivw) Cambodia welcomed Chinese People’s Liberation
Army Naval vessels at the Sihanoukville Autonomous
Port on May 13 for the sixth China-Cambodia ‘Golden
Dragon’ joint military exercises.

The exercises, held between May 16 to 30, will focus on
counterterrorism and humanitarian efforts, involving
more than 2,000 military personnel, from both the
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) and Chinese
Army. Activities will include land exercises with
armored vehicles and intelligence equipment, aiming
to exchange experience, strengthen security, and
prevent terrorism in the region. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia’s Commander-in-Chief receives
Chinese naval delegation

(Ivw) The Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces (RCAF), General Vong Pisen, welcomed a
senior delegation from China's People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) led by Admiral Shao Shuguang, on May 20
at the RCAF headquarters in Phnom Penh.
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General Pisen praised the 66-year-old traditional
friendship between Cambodia and China and
expressed gratitude for China's support to the
Cambodian armed forces. Admiral Shao highlighted
that the docking of two Chinese naval ships as part of a
five-day visit, will strengthen the friendship and mutual
trust between the two countries. [Khmer Times]

China’s strategic partnership with Russia
underscored during Putin’s visit

(jm) From May 16-17 Russian President Vladimir Putin
embarked on his visit to China, his first overseas trip
after his re-election as Russian president. The visit
came as US President Joe Biden slapped new tariffs on
Chinese products on May 14 (see article above), while
the US Department of Treasury imposed sanctions on
Russian individuals and companies over the transfer of
weapons between Russia and North Korea. [Jurist]
including ballistic missiles for use in Ukraine.

In various statements during Putin’s two-day visit, the
two presidents emphasized their shared geopolitical
views and mutual support across a range of issues.
They reaffirmed their countries’ "strategic
partnership," and signed the “Joint statement on
deepening Comprehensive Strategic Partnership of
Coordination for the New Era”, with Xi announcing to
take this year's 75th anniversary of Sino-Russian
relations as “a new starting point,” to “further synergize
development strategies, and continue to enrich the
bilateral cooperation, to bring greater benefits to the
two countries and peoples.”

Xi and Putin pointed to “unilateralism, hegemonism,
bloc confrontation and power politics” as threats to
peace and security and vowed to deepen cooperation
and coordination “to counter Washington's destructive
and hostile policy of the so-called ‘double
containment’,” of their countries, including deploying
U.S. global missile defence in regions around the world
and in space, developing high-precision non-nuclear
weapons for potential “decapitation” strikes, and
extending nuclear deterrence with allies including
Australia.

Both sides reaffirmed support for each other's
sovereignty over contentious conflict spots like Taiwan
and Ukraine, and commitments to enhancing
cooperation in various sectors including nuclear
energy, technology, agriculture, and economic trade.

In an interview prior to his arrival in Beijing, Putin
praised China's 12-point plan for resolving the Ukraine
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crisis, acknowledging Beijing's comprehensive
understanding of the conflict. In February, on the day
the first anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
China released the 12-point plan that calls for a
ceasefire and talks between the two parties.

The two leaders also agreed to increase the use of
national currencies in bilateral trade and develop
industries such as civil aircraft construction and car
manufacturing. A notable development is the planned
establishment of a joint educational institution by
Harbin Institute of Technology and St. Petersburg State
University.

In addition, Russia announced that Russia and China
are close to finalizing the Power of Siberia 2 natural gas
pipeline agreement, which will transport 50 billion
cubic meters of gas annually via Mongolia. This project
reflects Russia's strategy to pivot its energy exports
towards China following Western sanctions over the
Ukraine conflict. The Power of Siberia 2 will enhance
the existing energy infrastructure between the two
countries, reinforcing their energy cooperation.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, 2] [Kremlin, President of Russia]
[Xinhua]

During Putin's visit, the two leaders displayed strong
unity, reaffirming the strategic "no-limits partnership”
statement signed in 2022 (see AR No. 7,
February/2022, 3) and disappointing Western leaders,
who have tried to press Xi to exert his influence for an
ending of Russia’s war in Ukraine, arguing that his
backing of Putin would harm China’s own interests.
The latest attempts were made by French President
Emmanuel Macron and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen during Xi's visit to
France earlier this month (see AiR No. 20, May/2024, 2).
[AP News] [Time] [CNN] [Reuters] [Qil Price]

US imposes new tariffs on Chinese
products

(jm) On May 14, US President Joe Biden announced
significant tariff increases on various Chinese imports,
including electric vehicle (EV) batteries, computer
chips, medical products, steel, aluminum,
semiconductors, and solar cells. Biden cited Beijing's
unfair trade practices and the need to protect
American industries and workers against those. He
criticized China for heavily subsidizing its industries,
such as steel, aluminum, semiconductor, EV, and heath
equipment, allowing them to dump products at
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unfairly low prices and undermine global competition.
[The White House]

US Trade Representative Katherine Tai, likewise,
justified the revised tariffs, citing China's theft of US
intellectual property, while also recommending tariff
exclusions for certain industrial machinery from China.
[Office of the US Trade Representative]

Biden's new tariffs build on those established by his
predecessor Donald Trump, with substantial increases
such as quadrupling EV duties to over 100 percent and
doubling semiconductor tariffs to 50 percent. The
tariffs, which affect USD 18 billion worth of Chinese
goods have been criticized by China as an act of
bullying and a sign of US weakness.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi condemned the
tariffs, arguing that they would not hinder China's
development but rather inspire greater efforts from its
citizens. China’s commerce ministry pledged to take
measures to protect its interests. Chinese state media
criticized the US for undermining free trade principles
and warned that the tariffs could harm American
consumers and climate goals. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the PRC, 1] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
PRC, 2] [Global Times] [China Daily]

Despite the increases, Biden's administration has
sought to align these measures with domestic
investments in key industries to mitigate inflationary
impacts. The trade gap between the US and China
remains significant, with the US importing USD 427
billion in goods from China in 2023 while exporting
USD 148 billion.

Biden aims to increase tariffs further under Section
301 of the Trade Act of 1974, affecting various sectors,
including EVs, lithium-ion batteries, photovoltaic cells,
and critical minerals. These tariffs are set to rise
progressively in 2025 and 2026, targeting additional
goods such as semiconductors, graphite, and surgical
gloves. Lawmakers have called for substantial hikes or
bans on Chinese vehicles over data privacy concerns.
[Reuters 1]

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) weighed in on
the issue, advising the US to maintain open trade
policies. The IMF warned that trade restrictions could
fragment supply chains and harm the global economy.
The IMF highlighted the sharp increase in global trade
restrictions, noting that severe fragmentation could
significantly reduce global economic output. The IMF
called for cooperation between the US and China to
resolve trade tensions and address underlying
economic concerns. [IMF] [Reuter 2]
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Analysts suggest that the Biden administration’s
actions are partly driven by election-year politics, with
both presidential candidates adopting tough stances
on China. IMF First Deputy Managing Director Gita
Gopinath is scheduled to visit Beijing from May 26 to
29 to meet with Chinese government officials as part of
the Fund's annual "Article IV" review of China's
economic policies. Gopinath will also hold a news
conference on May 29 to discuss the IMF's
recommendations for China, underscoring the ongoing
scrutiny and strategic considerations in US-China
economic relations. [The Conversation] [SCMP]
[Reuters 3]

The US's increased tariffs on China have significantly
boosted imports from Vietnam, which relies heavily on
Chinese inputs for its exports. This shift has widened
trade imbalances, with Vietnam posting a trade surplus
of nearly USD 105 billion with the US in 2023, a 250
percent increase from 2018. Currently, Vietnam holds
the fourth-largest trade surplus with the US, following
China, Mexico, and the EU.

In data shared with Reuters, the World Bank estimates
a 96 percent correlation between Chinese imports into
Vietnam and Vietnamese exports to the US, suggesting
that Chinese firms may be using Vietnam to
circumvent US tariffs. This could potentially lead to US
tariffs on Vietnamese goods post US election.

Vietnam is seeking market economy status from the
US after President Biden aimed to strengthen
diplomatic ties. US imports from Vietnam reached over
USD 114 billion in 2023. This increase has offset a
significant portion of the USD 110 billion decline in US
imports from China during the same period. According
to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Vietnam's
export growth is heavily reliant on Chinese
components, with about 80 percent of Vietnam's
electronics exports to the US comprising Chinese-
made parts.

Vietnam's trade dynamics show a heavy dependence
on Chinese inputs, with one-third of its imports coming
from China, predominantly electronics and
components. Meanwhile the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
reports that around 90 percent of intermediate goods
imported by Vietnam's electronics and textile
industries in 2020 were incorporated into exports. This
relationship is reflected in recent data from Vietnam
Customs Office and the US Census Bureau, which
show that US imports from Vietnam in the first quarter
of this year were USD 29 billion, closely matching
Vietnam's USD 30.5 billion imports from China.
[Reuters 4]
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EU launches multiple trade investigations
into Chinese market practices

(jm) On May 16, the European Union (EU) initiated a
series of investigations to protect its domestic
industries from alleged unfair competition and market
distortion by Chinese producers. The EU began the
anti-dumping investigation into flat-rolled iron or steel
products plated with tin from China, following a
complaint from the European steel association Eurofer.
At the same time, the EU launched an anti-dumping
probe into wood flooring imports, specifically targeting
multilayered wood flooring panels.

Previously, on April 24, the EU initiated an investigation
into Chinese public procurement of medical devices,
potentially restricting Chinese companies from EU
public tenders if European suppliers are found to lack
fair access to the Chinese market (see AiR No. 17,
April/2024, 4).

Additionally, the EU is investigating subsidies received
by Chinese suppliers of wind turbines for European
projects, as announced by anti-trust commissioner
Margrethe Vestager on April 9. In the solar energy
sector, the EU closed an investigation into Chinese
bidders for a Romanian solar park after the companies
withdrew. Furthermore, on September 13, 2023, the
EU launched an anti-subsidy investigation into Chinese
electric vehicles to determine if these exports benefit
from excessive subsidies.

These actions underscore the EU's commitment to
assertively addressing concerns about unfair trade
practices and protecting its market from distortions.
[Reuters]

US commerce department plans new
regulations on Chinese connected
vehicles

(jm) On May 15, US Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo announced that her department will
propose rules this fall concerning Chinese connected
vehicles due to national security concerns about
American data. This follows a February probe by the
Biden administration into potential security risks posed
by these imports (see AR No. 6, February/2024, 1).

Raimondo highlighted that connected vehicles, with
their extensive sensors and chips controlled by Beijing-
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based software, collect significant amounts of sensitive
data, including driver behavior and US infrastructure
details. She drew parallels to the national security
threats posed by TikTok, suggesting severe
consequences if software in Chinese vehicles were to
be compromised. [Gary Peters Senate]

Additionally, the Biden administration has recently
increased tariffs on Chinese-made vehicles and related
components and is considering further restrictions on
Chinese electric vehicle imports from Mexico.
Raimondo confirmed efforts to prevent China from
circumventing these tariffs by assembling vehicles in
Mexico and stressed ongoing measures to ensure
compliance with the new tariffs. [Reuters]

US, China discuss Al risks

(jm) On May 14, envoys from the US and China held for
the first time closed-door discussions in Geneva to
discuss the potential risks posed by emerging artificial
intelligence (Al) technologies. These talks, initiated
following an agreement between Presidents Joe Biden
and Xi Jinping reached during their meeting on the
sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit in November (see AR No. 47,
November/2023, 3), are designed to foster dialogue
between the two leading global economies and
geopolitical rivals.

The meeting, primarily introductory, focused on the
mutual risks of Al misuse, especially in disinformation
campaigns and the necessity of establishing safety
protocols. [The White House]

It highlighted tensions between the two nations in this
area. While both sides acknowledged Al's dual
potential for opportunity and risks, US officials
expressed concerns about China's misuse of Al. Their
Chinese counterparts criticized US restrictions on
China’s Al industry.

This meeting comes amid broader geopolitical and
economic competition between the two states, with
the US imposing measures to restrict Chinese access to
advanced Al technologies and investments. [AP News]

Meanwhile, on May 15, a bipartisan group of US
senators proposed allocating USD 32 billion for Al
research to counter China's advancements in the field.
The senators argue that without such investment,
China's significant funding in Al could surpass the US,
leading to potential security risks and technological
inferiority. The proposed funding aims to cover non-
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defense Al initiatives and includes provisions for cross-
government research, development, and export
control measures. [Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer] [Reuters 1]

Furthermore, House Republicans also introduced
legislation to increase tariffs on Chinese-made drones
by 30 percent and prohibit the import of drones
containing critical Chinese components by 2030. Led
by Representative Elise Stefanik, the proposed bill aims
to bolster US drone manufacturers' competitiveness
and national security by incentivizing the purchase of
domestically made drones.

Lawmakers cite concerns over China's dominance in
the global drone market, with companies like DJI
holding significant market shares. Previous bipartisan
efforts have called for higher tariffs on Chinese drones
and restrictions on government procurement of
Chinese-made drones. Aviation legislation currently
under consideration includes provisions to limit the
Transportation Department's use of Chinese-made
drones. [Elise Stefanik] [Reuters 2]

US expresses concern over Chinese
influence operations in international
elections

(jm) On May 15, the US director of national intelligence,
Avril Haines, testified before the US Senate Intelligence
Committee, stating that China has made significant
advancements in technologies like Al, big data
analytics, and deepfakes. While there is no evidence of
China attempting to influence the outcome of the 2020
US presidential election, Haines expressed concern
about China's capabilities and highlighted its use of
influence operations in elections in other countries like
Australia, Canada, and Taiwan.

Haines emphasized that China aims to promote
support for its policy positions by portraying the US
democratic model as chaotic and magnifying societal
divisions. She stated that intelligence agencies would
continue monitoring Beijing's activities and collaborate
with social media platforms and the FBI to counter
disinformation campaigns.

Senator Mark Warner raised concerns about Chinese
influence actors shaping Taiwan's election and
highlighted the risks posed by TikTok, given its
ownership based in China. Warner stressed the
importance of detecting and defeating foreign
attempts to sow disinformation and undermine
confidence in elections. The risks of Chinese
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interference in the upcoming US presidential election
have been a subject of discussion among US officials.
[US Senate Select Committee on Intelligence] [SCMP]

US expands measures against forced labor
in China

(jm) On May 16, the US Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) announced the addition of 26 textile
companies based in China to the Uyghur Forced Labor
Prevention Act (UFLPA) Entity List. Effective from May
17,2024, the goods produced by these companies will
face restrictions upon entry into the United States. This
move aims to curb the importation of products linked
to forced labor practices in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region (XUAR) by targeting cotton
manufacturers operating outside the region but
sourcing cotton from XUAR.

According to the DHS, the designation of these
companies seeks to enhance transparency in supply
chains and enable responsible companies to conduct
thorough due diligence to ensure their supply chains
are free from goods produced through forced labor.
[Homeland Security]

Since the enactment of the UFLPA in December 2021,
the Forced Labor Enforcement Task Force (FLETF), led
by DHS, has expanded the UFLPA Entity List by adding
65 entities. The industries affected by these measures
include various sectors, such as apparel, agriculture,
polysilicon, plastics, chemicals, batteries, household
appliances, electronics, and food additives. This
approach underscores the US government's
determination to address forced labor across multiple
industries and supply chains. [Supply Chain Brain]

Two Chinese nationals charged by the US
in cryptocurrency scam

(jm) On May 17, the US Justice Department announced
charges against two Chinese nationals involved in a
cryptocurrency scam that laundered over USD 73
million from victims. Yicheng Zhang was arrested in
Los Angeles, while Daren Li, a dual citizen of China and
St. Kitts and Nevis, was apprehended at the Atlanta
airport in April. They are accused of participating in a
cryptocurrency investment scam known as pig
butchering, a lucrative global industry.
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The scheme involved instructing co-conspirators to
open US bank accounts under shell companies' names.
Victims were lured into depositing funds into these
accounts, which were then laundered through US
financial institutions to bank accounts in the Bahamas.
US Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco emphasized
that despite the diverse forms and global reach of
crypto fraud, perpetrators are still subject to the law.
[Office of Public Affairs, US Department of Justice]

Li and Zhang face charges of conspiracy to commit
money laundering and six counts of international
money laundering, with a maximum penalty of 20
years in prison for each count if convicted. [Reuters]

US Justice Department and TikTok seek
expedited review of divestiture law

(jm) On May 17, the US Justice Department and TikTok
jointly requested the US Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia to expedite the review of legal
challenges against a new US law mandating the
divestiture of TikTok's US assets by ByteDance by
January 19. Aiming to eliminate Chinese ownership of
TikTok, this law enacted by President Joe Biden on April
24, could potentially result in a ban on TikTok in the
United States.

TikTok, its parent company ByteDance, and a group of
TikTok content creators argue that the law infringes on
the US Constitution, particularly the First Amendment's
free speech protections. They requested a ruling by
December 6, allowing for potential Supreme Court
review before the January deadline. Additionally, they
emphasized the significant public interest due to the
app’s extensive user base of 170 million Americans and
seek to resolve the matter without needing emergency
preliminary injunctive relief.

The law, signed by President Joe Biden on April 24
intends to force ByteDance to sell TikTok on national
security grounds but aims to avoid an outright ban on
the app. The Justice Department supports the law,
stating it addresses critical national security concerns
while adhering to constitutional limitations. The
department may also submit classified materials to the
court to bolster these justifications.

The legislation prohibits app stores, such as those run
by Apple and Alphabet's Google, from offering TikTok
and bars internet hosting services from supporting the
app unless ByteDance divests. This measure, driven by
concerns among US lawmakers about potential
Chinese access to American data or surveillance
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through the app, was swiftly passed by Congress.
[Reuters]

Canada raises concerns over Tiktok's
handling of data

(jm) On May 17 in an interview with CBC's The House,
the head of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service
(CSIS), David Vigneault, issued a warning against the
use of TikTok, stating that China has a clear strategy to
acquire personal information from users worldwide.
Vigneault emphasized that data collected by TikTok is
available to the Chinese government, posing risks for
individuals, including teenagers, who might become
targets in the future due to the information shared on
the platform.

His comments align with the recent release of CSIS's
annual report, which highlighted Chinese President Xi
Jinping's efforts to extend Beijing's influence globally,
including control over data and extraterritorial reach.
[Government of Canada]

Western officials, including Vigneault, expressed
concerns about TikTok's handling of sensitive user data
and its potential ties to the Chinese government. In the
past, TikTok faced accusations of aiding China's
crackdown on minorities like the Uyghurs in March
2023 and suppressing dissent in places like Hong Kong
in June 2023. TikTok has previously and repeatedly
asserted that its servers are outside China's
jurisdiction and comply with Canadian privacy laws.

Despite these concerns, Vigneault didn't recommend a
TikTok ban and instead will await the outcome of a
national security review initiated by the Canadian
government in the fall of 2023. Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau acknowledged the threat TikTok poses to data
security, particularly for young Canadians, and
emphasized the government's reliance on intelligence
agencies to safeguard national security (see AR No. 20,
May/2024, 2).

Vigneault's stance echoes previous statements from
senior Canadian intelligence officials, signaling ongoing
scrutiny of apps like TikTok and their potential impact
on data privacy and national security. [CBC]

China and UK relations strained over
alleged espionage and national security
charges
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(jm) On May 13, three men were charged by British
authorities for allegedly assisting Hong Kong's
intelligence services, leading to a strong response from
Hong Kong and China. Hong Kong Chief Executive John
Lee and the Chinese Embassy condemned the
accusations as fabrications.

The three men, Chi Leung (Peter) Wai, Matthew
Trickett, and Chung Biu Yuen, appeared in
Westminster Magistrates' court and were charged with
national security offenses under the UK's National
Security Act, including foreign interference. One of the
accused was the office manager of the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office in London. The
investigation is ongoing, and the men have been
granted bail with restrictions. [CNN] [Global Times]

In a related development, the UK Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office summoned
China's ambassador Zheng Zeguang to express strong
disapproval after three men were charged with
assisting Hong Kong's intelligence service. The UK cited
a pattern of unacceptable behavior by China, including
cyberattacks and espionage. [UK Government]

In response to the summons, China accused the UK of
anti-China political maneuvering and warned against
further harming bilateral relations. [Embassy of the
PRC in the UK of Great Britain and Northen Ireland]

This incident adds to existing tensions, with recent
accusations of Chinese cyber-attacks on UK institutions
(see AiR No. 20, May/2024, 2) [Politico]

Expanding Sino-Indian economic relations
amidst US tariffs on China

(jm) Following the US's imposition of tariffs on Chinese
steel, India's steel industry is concerned about a surge
in Chinese steel imports, which have led to competitive
pricing challenges for Indian producers. Industry
leaders, like Alok Sahay of the Indian Steel Association
(ISA), have highlighted the threat posed by increased
imports, which have already impacted Indian steel
producers due to competitive pricing from China.
Despite lobbying efforts, the Indian government has
not imposed restrictions, citing strong local steel
demand. In the fiscal year ending March 2024, India
became a net importer of finished steel, with Chinese
imports doubling to 2.7 million metric tons. Industry
experts suggest potential government action on tariffs
post-elections. [Reuters]
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At the same time, China and India continue to play
significant roles in the global oil market by importing
discounted, sanctioned crude oil from Russia, Iran, and
Venezuela, which comprises about 5 percent of global
trade. Discounts on these crudes vary, influenced by
US sanctions enforcement policies. China and India
have increased imports of these discounted oils, with
China sourcing from Iran and Venezuela, and India
focusing on Russian oil. US policy fluctuations and
political considerations, such as preventing oil price
spikes, impact the enforcement of these sanctions.
Despite US pressures, both China and India continue
to benefit from these discounted supplies. [Energy
Intelligence]

Amid growing trade, Chinese imports to India
surpassed USD 100 billion in fiscal year 2024, despite
escalating border tensions and military deployments in
Ladakh. Historical border disputes have led to
significant military buildup and infrastructural
development by both nations. India's diplomatic stance
emphasizes the need to restore the status quo ante at
the disputed borders. Public sentiment in India has
soured against China, reflected in the banning of
Chinese apps and scrutiny of investments. Despite
geopolitical tensions, bilateral trade reached USD
118.4 billion, driven by India's reliance on Chinese
products. [The Diplomat]

This paradox of robust economic ties amidst
geopolitical strains is not unique to the China-India
relationship but is reflected globally where nations
engage economically with adversaries for pragmatic
reasons.

Peru to strengthen ties with China during
upcoming presidential visit

(jm) According to Agriculture Minister Angel Manero,
Peru’s President Dina Boluarte is scheduled to visit
China in June. The meeting, which will address 29
issues, aims to boost Peru's economy by USD 3-4
billion through potential beef shipments to China. This
visit comes ahead of the APEC summit in Lima, where
President Xi Jinping's attendance underscores the
importance of bilateral and regional trade relations.

China is Peru's largest trading partner and a major
investor, with collaborative projects spanning various
sectors including trade, green energy, and
infrastructure. Notably, the USD 3.5 billion Chancay
port project is a key Belt and Road Initiative project.
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Both nations are committed to advancing cooperation
in green technologies and sustainable development,
reflecting shared goals of high-quality growth and
environmental stewardship. Peru's interest in Chinese
New Energy Vehicles (NEVs) aligns with its broader
strategy to attract Chinese investment and technology,
fostering mutual economic benefits and contributing
to global climate goals. [Reuters]

Foreign Minister Javier Gonzalez-Olaechea's recent visit
on April 28 to China further highlighted the
comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries (see AR No. 19, May/2024, 1). Additionally, in
an interview with Global Times on May 15, Gonzalez-
Olaechea expressed optimism about China's potential
accession to the CPTPP, which could enhance
economic globalization and supply chain resilience.
[Global Times]

Chinese carmaker BYD delays lithium
cathode production plans in Chile

(jm) Chinese carmaker BYD Co. has delayed its plans to
produce lithium cathodes for electric vehicle (EV)
batteries in Chile by 2025. This project, a USD 290
million investment, was initially announced by Chile's
economic development agency CORFO. The planned
plant in Antofagasta, a port city in northern Chile, was
expected to produce 50,000 metric tons per year of
lithium iron phosphate (LFP) for cathodes, an essential
component for EV batteries.

During a hybrid-electric pickup truck event in Mexico
City on May 14, BYD's Chief of Americas, Stella Li,
explained the postponement due to uncertainties and
complications surrounding the project but did not
provide further details. In response to Li's comments,
Chile's economic development agency, CORFO, stated
it would seek more information from BYD and
confirmed that the company had met government
milestones for preferential pricing on battery-grade
lithium carbonate.

BYD, known for its cost-effective EVs, manufactures
many of its automotive components and systems,
including the cathodes, which are the most expensive
elements of an EV battery cell. [Reuters]

Germany to reduce dependency on
Chinese raw materials and technology


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-tkl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-tkr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-tky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-tkj/

(jm) Germany is taking significant steps to reduce its
reliance on Chinese materials and technology due to
growing security concerns and geopolitical tensions.

The German defense industry, heavily dependent on
Chinese raw materials like rare earths, graphite, and
magnesium, is seeking government support to create
national reserves and reduce dependency. In an
interview with AP News, Hans Christoph Atzpodien,
head of the German Defence Industry Association
(BDSV), emphasized the need for Germany to follow
the U.S. example, where government pressure has led
the defense industry to reduce dependency on
Chinese materials.

Atzpodien suggested the creation of national reserves
for critical resources and using public funds to support
the manufacturing of defense products without
Chinese materials. The German government has
recognized the strategic need to reduce dependency
on China, particularly due to the potential conflicts
over Taiwan and the risks of sanctions. [Reuters] [AP
News]

At the same time, driven by national security concerns,
Germany is also working towards removing Chinese
components from its 5G network by 2026 due to
national security concerns, supported by three of the
four relevant ministries. The interior, foreign, and
economy ministries support the proposal to phase out
Huawei and ZTE equipment, while the digital ministry
opposes it due to industry resistance.

The proposed phase-out includes removing critical
Chinese components from core networks by 2026 and
reducing dependency in access and transport
networks by 2029.

This decision reflects heightened security measures by
the US and EU against Chinese tech companies and is
part of Germany's efforts to align more closely with its
allies following Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Internal
disagreements within Germany's ruling coalition have
delayed the final decision, highlighting the complex
balance between security concerns and industry
interests. [SCMP]

Saudi and Chinese officials meet in Beijing
to discuss economic relations

(jm) From May 20-21, Saudi and Chinese officials are
meeting in Beijing to foster international economic
growth. The Saudi delegation included Minister of
Finance Mohammed Al-Jadaan, Vice Minister of Finance
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Abdulmuhsen Al-Khalaf, and representatives from
various financial and development institutions.

Al-Jadaan met with Chinese Finance Minister Lan Fo'an
to discuss enhancing financial, trade, and investment
cooperation to promote global economic prosperity.
Both ministers co-chaired the third meeting of the
Financial Sub-Committee for the High-level Chinese-
Saudi Joint Committee, where Al-Jadaan highlighted
China's crucial role in Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030
transformation. Al-Jadaan also met with Wu Qing,
Chairman of the China Securities Regulatory
Commission, to discuss global financial market
developments.

This visit follows Al-Jadaan's participation in the Qatar
Economic Forum, where he advocated for prudent
fiscal policies to curb economic leakage and manage
inflation.

Saudi-Chinese diplomatic and economic relations have
been strengthening, exemplified by a USD 6.93 billion
local currency swap agreement between their central
banks, sighed in November 2023 and potentially
extendable after two years. In March last year, China
brokered a surprise deal between former arch-
enemies Saudi-Arabia and Iran that led to the
resumption of diplomatic relations (see AiR No. 11,
March/2023, 2) [The State Council, The PRC] [Arab
News]

Impact of Iranian President Raisi's Death
on China-Iran Relations

(jm) On May 20, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi passed
away in a helicopter crash. Chinese President Xi Jinping
expressed condolences, emphasizing the value China
places on its strategic partnership with Iran. [The State
council, The PRC] China's Foreign Ministry assured
continued support and deepening of bilateral ties.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

Raisi, known for his hardline stance, was a potential
successor to Iran's Supreme Leader. Vice-President
Mohammad Mokhber has been appointed interim
president, while top nuclear negotiator Ali Bagheri is
now acting foreign minister.

According to the South China Morning Post, diplomatic
observers believe Raisi's death will not impact the
strong bilateral relationship between China and Iran,
as itis rooted in Iran's national policy. Iran's foreign
policy focus on alliances with Russia, China, and the
Global South, as well as its influence in the Middle East
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through proxy groups, is expected to remain
unchanged. Analysts also foresee little change in
regional dynamics, with China's role and influence in
the Middle East likely unaffected.

China's involvement in the Middle East has primarily
been economic, rather than geopolitical. While Beijing
facilitated the restoration of diplomatic relations
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, it does not seek to
establish security arrangements in the region. The
strategic partnership between China and Iran is
expected to continue, with Iran's political system
demonstrating resilience and a clear transition process
following Raisi's death. [SCMP]

China and Tajikistan strengthen security
and economic ties

(ms) China's top diplomat, Wang Yi, has pledged to
deepen security cooperation and economic ties with
Tajikistan. During his visit to Dushanbe, Wang met with
Tajik President Emomali Rahmon on May 18 to discuss
enhancing bilateral relations, focusing on anti-
terrorism efforts and economic collaboration.

Wang Yi emphasized China's support for Tajikistan's
development strategies in energy efficiency, food
security, transport, and industrialization. Both leaders
agreed to work together on green economy initiatives,
digital transformation, and artificial intelligence
projects. This visit is part of China's broader strategy to
strengthen ties with Central Asian countries,
formalized during the first China-Central Asia summit
hosted by Chinese President Xi Jinping last year in May
(see AIR No. 21, May/2023, 4).

Security cooperation was a key topic, with
commitments to combat terrorism, separatism, and
extremism. This is particularly important for
maintaining stability in China's northwestern Xinjiang
region, which borders Central Asia. President Rahmon
expressed satisfaction with the growing relationship
and highlighted the importance of joint projects in
mining, transport, energy, and agriculture.

Wang's visit also includes participation in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) foreign ministers'
meeting in Astana, Kazakhstan. This year's meeting will
focus on expanding the organization and enhancing
anti-terrorism measures.

China's increasing engagement in Central Asia aligns
with its Belt and Road Initiative and efforts to counter
Western influence. With Russia's influence in the
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region diminishing due to its conflict in Ukraine,
China's role is becoming more significant. [FMPRC]
[Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

India urges caution in business dealings
with China amidst border tensions

(ms/wh) In an address to Indian businesses, External
Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar has
underscored the necessity of employing a "national
security filter" when considering engaging in business
dealings with China. This call comes against the
backdrop of ongoing tensions along the eastern
Ladakh border and growing concerns about China's
assertive behavior.

Jaishankar's remarks were made during an interactive
session hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industry
(Cll), where he emphasized the importance of
prioritizing national security sensitivities in business
propositions with China. While acknowledging that
some level of engagement with Chinese entities may
be unavoidable, Jaishankar urged Indian firms to
consider domestic alternatives whenever possible.

"We haven't prohibited working with China but would
prefer you work with Indian companies if there is an
Indian option available to you," Jaishankar stated,
highlighting the dual benefits of such a strategy for
both national security and long-term business
interests.

Moreover, Jaishankar raised concerns about the
"weaponization" of economic activity by certain
countries, alluding to China's use of its economic clout
to exert political pressure on others. This
weaponization, he noted, encompasses various tactics,
including the manipulation of market shares, financial
dominance, and technology tracking. Such practices
not only undermine fair competition but also pose
significant geopolitical risks.

Amidst these challenges, Jaishankar emphasized the
need for a departure from "business as usual" and
called for enhanced collaboration in critical and
emerging technologies. He highlighted recent
dialogues with the United States and the European
Union as examples of efforts to de-risk supply chains
and foster innovation in strategic sectors. [Business
Today] [First Post] [NDTV]
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India, United Kingdom review
implementation of 'Roadmap 2030

(wh) Indian Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra visited
London on May 16 and 17 for the 16th round of
Foreign Office Consultations between India and the
United Kingdom. During Kwatra'’s visit, a thorough
review of the “Roadmap 2030", a strategic framework
adopted by the two countries in 2021 to guide their
bilateral relations, was conducted. In this context,
Kwatra met with several UK officials including Sir Philip
Barton, Permanent Under-Secretary at the UK's
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, and
other leaders in defense and trade. [The Times of
India] [Firstpost]

Indonesia seeks stronger industrial
cooperation with China

(jb) The Indonesian Ministry of Industry is advocating
for enhanced collaboration with China to improve the
competitiveness of both nations' supply chains. During
the Indonesia-China Trade and Industrial Cooperation
Seminar in Jakarta, Secretary General Eko Cahyanto
emphasized the importance of strengthening ties
between business players from both countries.

Over the past two decades, Indonesia and China have
maintained robust cooperation, with Chinese
investments in Indonesia totaling USD 28.4 billion
between 2019 and 2023. The manufacturing sector
attracted 54 percent of this investment.

To further bolster this partnership, Indonesia has
introduced various incentives, including fiscal and non-
fiscal benefits, tax holidays for pioneer industries, tax
allowances, and import fee exemptions. The
government is also offering substantial tax deductions
for companies engaging in vocational activities and
research and development.

Cahyanto highlighted the government's efforts in
developing a skilled industrial workforce to support
new and strategic investments, aiming to sustain and
expand industrial growth. [Antara News]

Elon Musk visits Indonesia for Starlink
satellite unit launch

(jb) Elon Musk, CEO of SpaceX, and Indonesian Health
Minister Budi Gunadi Sadikin inaugurated SpaceX's
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satellite internet service, Starlink, in Indonesia. The
launch, held at a health center in Denpasar, Bali on 20
May 2024, aims to enhance internet connectivity in
remote areas of the archipelago.

Musk emphasized the transformative potential of
internet access, particularly for Indonesia's over 270
million residents spread across three time zones. Musk
remarked, highlighting Starlink's role in improving
healthcare data management in underserved regions.

Starlink's deployment includes three health centers:
two in Bali, and one on the remote island of Aru.
Indonesian Communications Minister Budi Arie Setiadi
confirmed Starlink's commercial availability, prioritizing
services for underdeveloped areas.

The Indonesian government, eager to boost its EV
sector using local nickel resources, continues to court
Musk for potential Tesla investments. Musk is
scheduled to meet President Joko Widodo and speak at
the World Water Forum. [CNN]

Police arrest Indonesia's drug cartel
fugitive in the Philippines

(jb) In a coordinated effort, the National Narcotics
Agency (BNN), the Indonesian National Police's
International Relations Division, and the Philippine
police have apprehended Gregor Johann Haas, an
Australian national linked to a Mexican drug cartel.
Haas, known for smuggling drugs across Asia, was
detained in Cebu, Philippines, on May 15.

Brigadier General Sulistyo Pudjo Hartono, Head of the
BNN Public Relations and Protocol Bureau, confirmed
Haas's arrest and pending extradition to Indonesia.

Haas, who resided in Gili Trawangan, North Lombok,
used a fake Spanish alias, Fernando Tremendo
Chimenea. His drug activities in Indonesia were
uncovered on 5 December 2023, with 5 kilograms of
crystal methamphetamine seized. Investigations
continue into his broader drug network spanning
multiple countries. [Tempo.co]

US and Indonesia commence CARAT
Indonesia 2024 marine exercise

(jb) On May 13, the US Navy and Marine Corps
launched Exercise Cooperation Afloat Readiness and
Training (CARAT) Indonesia 2024 alongside the
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Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL) and Marine Corps (KORMAR
RI) in Bandar Lampung. This event marks the 30th
iteration of CARAT and celebrates 75 years of
diplomatic relations between the United States and
Indonesia.

The exercise, which ran from May 13-20, began with an
opening ceremony led by US Navy Capt. Tate Robinson
and TNI-AL Capt. Ludfy. CARAT Indonesia aims to
enhance regional maritime security and
interoperability through joint training ashore and at
sea.

The exercise included subject matter expert
exchanges, jungle training, community relations, and
joint medical training. Amphibious operations in the
Java Sea tested the capabilities of both forces.

The USS Somerset and elements of the 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit are supporting the exercise in the
US 7th Fleet's area of operations. [US Embassy &
Consulates in Indonesia]

SEG Solar to build USD 500M PV
manufacturing complex in Indonesia

(jb) US photovoltaics manufacturer SEG Solar has
signed a land utilization agreement to construct a
multi-gigawatt solar equipment manufacturing
complex in Indonesia. The USD 500 million project will
be located in Batang Regency, Central Java, within the
largest state-owned industrial estate, Kawasan Industri
Terpadu Batang.

The complex, covering 40 hectares, will be the largest
of its kind in Southeast Asia. SEG Solar plans to install
facilities with an annual capacity of 5 GW for solar cells
and 3 GW for modules, expected to begin operations in
the second quarter of next year. Ultimately, the site
will have the capability to produce 5 GW of silicon
wafers, 5 GW of solar cells, and 5 GW of modules.

This project is anticipated to create over 3,000 jobs,
boosting local employment and the region's economy.
SEG Solar, based in Texas, also plans to build a 2-GW
factory in Houston, aiming for over 5.5 GW of global
panel production capacity by 2024. [Renewables Now]

UK Minister John Glen enhances digital
partnership with Indonesia
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(jb) Communication and Informatics Minister Budi Arie
Setiadi met with British Minister for the Cabinet Office
John Glen in Jakarta on May 14 to discuss potential
digital sector cooperation between Indonesia and the
UK. Minister Setiadi expressed strong interest in
exploring collaborative opportunities to drive digital
transformation.

During the meeting, Setiadi highlighted the significant
impact of digital technology on economic growth,
noting that the digital sector contributes 15 percent to
global GDP. He emphasized that Indonesia aims for
digital transformation to account for 20.7 percent of its
GDP by 2045.

The discussion also touched on the importance of Al
technology. Setiadi mentioned Indonesia's proactive
approach, including the issuance of Ministerial Circular
Letter Number 9 of 2023 concerning Al Ethics. He
underscored Indonesia's active participation in
international forums on Al, such as the UK's Al Safety
Summit. [Antara News] [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia, Austria sign pact to facilitate
skilled workers' recruitment

(jb) Indonesia and Austria have formalized a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) aimed at
recruiting professional and skilled workers. The
agreement was signed by Secretary-General of the
Indonesian Manpower Ministry Anwar Sanusi and
State Secretary of the Austrian Federal Ministry of
Labor and Economy Susanne Kraus-Winkler on May 13.

Indonesian Manpower Minister Ida Fauziyah hailed the
collaboration, aligning it with Indonesia's strategy to
leverage its demographic dividend. She emphasized
the importance of aligning workforce skills with market
needs while expanding opportunities abroad.

To operationalize the MoU, Indonesian authorities will
collaborate with Austrian institutions, including the
Federal Economic Chamber and the Austrian Business
Agency. Fauziyah highlighted the agreement's
provisions ensuring legal access to the Austrian job
market and safeguarding Indonesian workers' rights.

Additionally, the MoU emphasizes bilateral
cooperation in policy-making, technical capacity
building, and cultural exchange to attract Indonesian
talents to Austria. [Antara News]
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UAE President honors Indonesia's Defense
Minister with Order of Zayed

(jb) United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan bestowed
Indonesia’s Defense Minister, Prabowo Subianto, with
the Order of Zayed, the highest civil decoration in the
UAE, recognizing his efforts in fostering bilateral
cooperation. The ceremony in Abu Dhabi witnessed
Subianto conveying President Joko Widodo's greetings,
expressing Indonesia's commitment to the UAE's
progress.

In response, Sheikh Mohammed extended his wishes
for Indonesia's prosperity. The leaders delved into
defense and military collaboration, exploring avenues
for mutual advancement. They also addressed regional
and global concerns, emphasizing shared interests.

Sheikh Mohammed underscored the importance of
leveraging their nations' strong ties for mutual
development. [Arab News]

Previous recipients of the Order of Zayed include
China's Xi Jinping, India's Narendra Modi, and Russia's
Vladimir Putin. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia, Cambodia to enhance
cooperation against transnational crimes

(jb) Indonesian Ambassador to Cambodia Santo
Darmosumarto, met with Cambodian Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior, Sar Sokha, on May 14
to discuss strengthening bilateral cooperation against
transnational organized crimes. The discussions
highlighted efforts in combating human trafficking,
cybercrimes, and drug trafficking.

Darmosumarto expressed gratitude for Cambodia’s
support in protecting Indonesian citizens, emphasizing
the successful facilitation of Indonesia's General
Elections in Cambodian cities such as Phnom Penh and
Sihanoukville. He applauded the active cooperation
among Cambodian agencies, particularly the National
Police and the General Department of Immigration, in
addressing crimes against Indonesian nationals.

Statistics reveal a significant increase in the Indonesian
population in Cambodia, now estimated at around
100,000. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia]
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Japan funds Indonesia’s Mass Rapid
Transit

(jb) Japan has extended a loan of JPY 140.699 billion
(USD 876 million to Indonesia for the development of
the Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) East-West Corridor. The
loan agreement was signed by Japanese Ambassador
Masaki Yasushi and Indonesian Foreign Ministry's
Director General for Asia Pacific and Africa, Abdul Kadir
Jailani, on May 13. [Tempo.co]

The loan will fund civil works, tracklaying, electrical and
mechanical systems, depot construction and
consultancy services. It will also fund the acquisition of
184 metro cars, and the basic design of Phase 1 Stage
2 from Kembangan to Tomang (9.2km) and Phase 2
comprising the Balaraja - Kembangan and Medan
Satria - Cikalang sections (50.4km in total). [Rail
Journal]

Indonesia: President Widodo receives visit
from Australia's Governor General

(rm) On May 17 President Joko Widodo welcomed
Governor General of Australia David Hurley to Bogor
State Palace in Bogor City. The state visit is to celebrate
75 years of Australia-Indonesia diplomatic relations.
The Australian Ambassador to Indonesia noted the
history of friendship and personal connections
between Australia and Indonesia. [Antara News]
[Department of Foreign Affairs]

Japanese academic imprisoned in China

(sh) Yuan Keqin, a former professor at Hokkaido
University of Education, was sentenced to six years in
prison on espionage charges in China. Supporters have
called for his early release, claiming he was falsely
accused.

A court in Changchun, Jilin Province, issued the ruling
in January, according to insiders. Yuan has already
appealed the decision. He went missing in May 2019
while visiting China. Later, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
confirmed his detention and indictment of spying for
Japan.

Under President Xi Jinping, China has intensified its
crackdown on espionage, increasing surveillance of
both foreign nationals and Chinese citizens who
interact with them. Other Chinese professors at
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Japanese universities have also disappeared after
returning to China temporarily. [Japan Times]

Japan, US to bolster defense capabilities

(sh) On May 15, Japan and the United States have
taken a significant step in bolstering their defense
capabilities by signing a contract to jointly develop
interceptors capable of shooting down hypersonic
missiles by the 2030s.

This plan, estimated to cost over USD 3 billion, was
initially unveiled in August during a meeting between
the leaders of both nations at Camp David. The
Japanese Defense Ministry highlighted the rapid
advancements in missile-related technologies,
emphasizing the necessity of enhancing interception
capabilities against hypersonic weapons which pose a
formidable challenge due to their high speeds and
unpredictable flight paths.

Japan has allocated JPY 75 billion (USD 480 million) in
its 2024 budget for the development of these
interceptors.

Japan's decision to bolster its defense capabilities
comes amid escalating tensions with China and North
Korea. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has committed to
doubling defense spending to meet NATO standards
by 2027, despite Japan's pacifist constitution, which
historically restricts military actions to defensive
measures. [Japan Times]

Japan, Germany discuss bilateral
exchange

(sh) On May 16, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa met with Kai Wegner, Governing Mayor of
Berlin visiting Tokyo.

During the meeting, Kamikawa highlighted Berlin's
importance for Japanese companies and requested
further support for them and Japanese residents in
Berlin. She, further, emphasized the significance of the
Japanese-German Center Berlin as a hub for bilateral
exchanges and thanked the parliament of Berlin for its
support.

Wegner mentioned that Berlin would participate in
EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai, and both parties agreed to
strengthen Japan-Germany relations, including with
the State of Berlin.
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Both sides committed to enhancing the center's
activities, especially with its 40th anniversary
approaching next year.

They also discussed various issues, including the
situations in Ukraine and East Asia, and economic
security. Both parties expressed their commitment to
continued cooperation on these matters. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Japan, UN Women to promote women'’s
participation

(sh) On May 17, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko met
with Kirsi Madi, Deputy Executive Director of UN
Women.

Kamikawa discussed Japan's support for Ukraine
through UN Women and stressed the importance of
disaster risk reduction and women's empowerment
globally from a Women, Peace and Security (WPS)
perspective. And she emphasized the significant
partnership between Japan and UN Women in
advancing WPS.

The discussion between Kamikawa and Madi focused
on Japan's efforts to promote women's participation
and addressing various international issues. Both
parties agreed to further efforts towards gender
equality, particularly in promoting WPS in the future.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Japan discusses with Singapore future
collaboration

(sh) On May 16, Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
had a telephone conversation with new Singaporean
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong who was sworn in on
the same day.

Kishida noted the steady progress in Japan-Singapore
relations, highlighted by mutual visits at the prime
ministerial level over the past two years. He mentioned
the expanding areas of cooperation between the two
countries and emphasized the importance of working
together on regional and international challenges,
underlining the need for strong coordination with
Singapore.

In response, Wong expressed his desire to promote
cooperation in various fields, aiming to elevate the
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already strong Japan-Singapore relations to an even
higher level.

Both leaders agreed on the importance of
collaborating on various issues to further strengthen
bilateral relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

US official to be sent to Tokyo to monitor
China

(sh) On May 18, President Joe Biden's administration
announced it would send an official to monitor
Chinese governmental and business activities to the
U.S. Embassy in Tokyo in July. This move aims to
bolster intelligence gathering, according to State
Department sources.

Previously, about 20 similar officials, known as regional
China officers, were dispatched to U.S. embassies in
cities like Bangkok, Brussels, Rome, and Sydney. These
officers, a category created during Donald Trump's
administration, collect and analyze information about
China's regional influence.

In addition to monitoring, the official sent to Tokyo will
promote establishing supply chains for
semiconductors and other essential goods that do not
rely on China. This officer, with experience in China
and Japan, is expected to serve a three-year term.
[Kyodo News]

Japanese, US firms to develop reusable
satellite

(sh) Tokyo-based startup Innovative Space Carrier Inc.
announced plans to develop a reusable satellite launch
rocket, aiming for commercial use by 2030, in
partnership with U.S. rocket engine maker Ursa Major
Technologies Inc. The ASCA-1 rocket, powered by an
Ursa Major engine, marks Japan's first project for a
reusable launch vehicle, designed to lower costs
through multiple launches.

This initiative is a steppingstone for Innovative Space
Carrier's broader goal of operating a spacecraft by the
2040s that can transport around 50 people to an
altitude of 400 kilometers. The startup joins the global
push for more efficient space launches, a trend led by
companies like SpaceX.

The company's U.S. unit, established in March, will
manage joint operations with Ursa Major, which uses


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-iyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-etigkt-l-iyy/

3-D printing to expedite engine production. Due to U.S.
export restrictions, engine tests will be conducted in
the U.S. [Kyodo News]

Myanmar expatriates in Japan lobby
Japanese government on migration

(sh) Members of Myanmar's expatriate community in
Japan lobbied local assemblies to pressure the central
government of Japan to accept fleeing compatriots
after the junta enforced a controversial conscription
law in February.

Their petitions also urged Japan and the international
community to demand the junta cease forced
conscription, which has prompted many to leave
Myanmar. The conscription law targets Myanmar
nationals aged 18 and older, initially excluding women,
indicating a severe shortage of military recruits.

Independent media in Myanmar reported the second
round of conscriptions began in May, following the
roundup of 5,000 people starting in late March.
Reports emerged of civilians being abducted from their
homes during this process. The expatriate community
also requested Japan provide public accommodation
and language training for evacuees. [Kyodo News]

Japan's to provide loans to Philippines for
constructing patrol vessels in South China
Sea

(sh) Japan agreed to provide the Philippines with a JPY
64.3 billion (USD 412 million) low-interest loan for five
additional Japanese patrol vessels, the two sides
announced on May 17, to help counter China's
activities in the South China Sea.

At a ceremony in Manila, Philippine Foreign Secretary
Enrique Manalo and Japanese Ambassador Kazuya
Endo signed the loan agreement, which was promised
by Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida during his
Manila visit last November.

Since 2016, Japan has already provided 12 patrol ships,
called "multi-role response vessels," to the Philippine
Coast Guard, including two 97-meter units, the largest
in its fleet. The five additional 97-meter vessels,
expected between 2027 and 2028, will enhance the
Philippine Coast Guard's maritime surveillance and
response capabilities.
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The Philippine Coast Guard has faced increasing
assertive behaviors from Chinese vessels, including
water cannons and military-grade lasers, in the South
China Sea, where Beijing asserts sweeping claims.
[Kyodo News] [Ministry of Foreign Affiars, Japan]

Laos launches agricultural e-commerce
platform supported by Chinese
government

(Ivw) On May 13, after two years in development, Lao
and Chinese officials launched a new e-commerce
platform for Lao agricultural products, aimed at
boosting domestic trade and expanding cross-border
commerce.

The platform represents increase efforts in Laos-China
digital trade relations, aimed at contributing to
economic development and facilitating digital trade by
promoting Lao agricultural products and handicrafts
exports to China.

Over the past two years, Lao e-commerce has mainly
relied on orders from neighboring countries due to the
lack of local platforms and demand for a wider range
of products. The new platform marks a step towards
Laos' digitalization and a streamlined trade landscape,
while also highlighting increased integration of Chinese
technology within Laos' economy. [Laotian Times]

Laos cooperates in renewable energy
projects with Thailand

(Ivw) The Lao Government has granted permission to
Liankham Trading Sole Co., Ltd. to conduct a feasibility
study for a floating solar energy generation plant with
a capacity of 1,500-1,600 MW. The plant will be in the
Nam Ngum 1 River Basin in Vientiane province and
could be installed with three to four million solar
panels.

If approved, the project, estimated to cost up to USD 1
billion, will be implemented in three stages over ten
years. This initiative aligns with Laos' commitment to
develop renewable energy in efforts to become a
leading green energy supplier in Southeast Asia.

Further, the Lao government and a Thai company
signed an agreement on May 13 to establish a joint
venture investment project in the energy sector. The
agreement, witnessed by Prime Minister Sonexay
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Siphandone and other senior officials, allows for the
creation of a joint venture called Super Holding.

This entity will manage and distribute energy from
clean sources, promote electric vehicles (EVs), and
develop a solar power energy storage system. The
government will hold the majority of shares in Super
Holding, which will initially manage 7 GW of electricity
from hydropower plants and oversee renewable
energy projects and exports. [Lao News Agency 1] [Lao
News Agency 2]

Malaysia views Kazakhstan as a strategic
partner in connecting Central and
Southeast Asia

(ba) Malaysia regards Kazakhstan as a strategic partner
in bridging Central Asia and Southeast Asia, expressed
Investment, Trade, and Industry Minister Tengku Zafrul
Abdul Aziz. Simultaneously, the minister warmly invited
Kazakh companies to utilize Malaysia as a launching
pad for global expansion, capitalizing on its strategic
positioning as an entry point to ASEAN.

Tengku Zafrul made these remarks during Kazakhstan-
Malaysia Investment Roundtable on May 17, co-chaired
by Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and his
Kazakh counterpart Olzhas Bektenov

He commended Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev's new economic model, emphasizing fairness,
inclusivity, and pragmatism, which underscores the
manufacturing sector's pivotal role in achieving
economic autonomy, reflecting the nation's dedication
to profound socio-economic transformations.

He reaffirmed Malaysia's interest in working together
with Kazakhstan in multiple areas, such as knowledge
exchange, industrial collaboration, Malaysian
investments in strategic sectors, and fostering deeper
trade connections. [The Malay Mail]

Furthermore, during a roundtable led by Kazakh Prime
Minister Olzhas Bektenov and Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, businesses from both nations
inked agreements and memorandums worth more
than $350 million, as disclosed by the Prime Minister's
press office. The accord encompassed initiatives to
foster investments in Islamic finance, trade expansion,
and ventures in sectors such as food production,
mining, gold refinement, and the collaborative
manufacturing of transformer and automotive oils.
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Bektenov underscored the shared objective of
harnessing the latent potential of their economies,
aiming to surpass the pre-pandemic bilateral trade
benchmark of $650 million. Notably, bilateral trade
escalated from $150 million to approximately $245
million last year. He articulated Kazakhstan's ambition
to broaden its exports to Malaysia, urging Malaysian
enterprises to explore fresh avenues for bolstering
collaborations across various sectors including
services, manufacturing, finance, education, natural
resource utilization, agriculture, and construction.
Presently, 48 Malaysian-backed companies operate
within Kazakhstan, with 17 joint investment endeavors
valued at over $410 million already underway. Anwar
disclosed Malaysia's intent to fortify ties with
Kazakhstan in tourism, education, and energy
domains, in addition to procuring Kazakh halal
products. [Astana Times]

Malaysia, Uzbekistan to explore
cooperation opportunities

(ba) Malaysia and Uzbekistan have agreed to explore
opportunities for cooperation in the petrochemical
sector and clean green energy solutions.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev announced in a joint
statement on May 17 that Uzbekistan is keen to
collaborate with Malaysia's national oil company
Petronas, with focus on projects like methanol-to-
olefin (MTO), green hydrogen, and related productions,
including green ammonia. The statement also
reaffirmed that both parties welcome Petronas'
potential contribution through training Uzbek
personnel in the oil and gas sector.

Uzbekistan, for its part, acknowledges Malaysia as one
of the world's largest Islamic financial centers and is
ready to support Malaysian banks in entering its
financial market to establish cooperation in Islamic
finance.

The two leaders affirmed their commitment to
enhancing and strengthening their cooperation
framework through bilateral agreements by signing
new long-term documents in areas such as investment,
law enforcement, education, innovation, customs, and
other fields of mutual interest. [Astro Awani 1, in
Malaysian) [Astro Awani]

Earlier, Anwar paid a courtesy call on Mirziyoyev before
holding a meeting with the president. During the hour-
long meeting, the two leaders discussed Malaysia-
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Uzbekistan relations and explored potential areas of
cooperation. Additionally, Malaysia and Uzbekistan
have agreed to activate the Joint Committee on
Intergovernmental Trade and upgrade it to a Joint
Intergovernmental Commission. [Astro Awani 2, in
Malaysian]

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar's visit to
Qatar

(ba) Anwar Ibrahim's inaugural official visit to Qatar as
Prime Minister last week conveyed two resolute
messages. Firstly, Malaysia is bolstering its bilateral ties
with one of the wealthiest nations in West Asia, aiming
to fortify trade and investment relations. Secondly,
Malaysia is reaffirming its status as an independent
nation dedicated to peace initiatives on the global
platform.

This diplomatic visit followed Anwar's recent trip to
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, emphasizing Malaysia's
eagerness to forge new alliances and attract
investments. This initiative gains prominence as Doha
and Kuala Lumpur commemorate the 50th anniversary
of their bilateral relations this year.

During the three-day stay in Doha, upon the invitation
of Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
Anwar engaged in a series of meetings and events
aimed at bolstering economic and educational
cooperation. Qatar's ambitious drive for "digital
transformation," offering incentives totaling USD 2.47
billion, particularly in artificial intelligence (Al),
announced during the Qatar Economic Forum 2024,
has garnered global attention. Malaysia has expressed
keen interest in this endeavor.

In his departing press briefing, Anwar, who also holds
the position of Finance Minister, stressed the
importance of Malaysia capitalizing on collaboration
opportunities with Qatar, especially in their digital
transformation journey, which aligns with Malaysia's
own aggressive pursuit in Al and digital ventures. A
roundtable discussion with 45 Qatari business leaders
from 36 companies yielded commitments amounting
to USD 147 million for Malaysian goods and services.

Anwar highlighted the eagerness of some companies
to invest promptly, with plans underway for visits to
Kuala Lumpur to explore various sectors including
digital, energy, and food. There is also interest in
infrastructure projects. Anwar expressed optimism
that with the support of the Emir of Qatar and Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al
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Thani, potential investments from Qatar can be
accelerated, given their anticipated magnitude.

Furthermore, bilateral trade between Malaysia and
Qatar is poised for significant growth. Anwar
anticipates surpassing last year's bilateral trade figure,
which amounted to USD 882 million. Qatar emerged as
Malaysia's fifth-largest trading partner, sixth-largest
export destination, and sixth-largest import source
from the West Asia region. From January to March
2024, Malaysia-Qatar trade surged by 178.4 percent,
reaching USD 303.9 million compared to USD 116.7
million during the same period in 2023. [Bernamal

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
Holds Talks with Hamas Delegation in
Qatar

(ba) During his last week's visit to Qatar (see article
above) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
convened with top Hamas figures on May 14.
Wrapping up his three-day stay in Qatar Anwar
engaged in discussions with a Hamas delegation
headed by the group's political chief Ismail Haniyeh
and former chairman Khaled Mashal.

In a recent Facebook post following the meeting,
Anwar commended the Hamas for its efforts in
releasing hostages and urged the Israeli government to
release Palestinian prisoners and embrace a peace
initiative. He reaffirmed Malaysia's steadfast
commitment to international efforts to cease attacks
on Rafah.

During the meeting, Anwar appealed to the Hamas to
consider diverse perspectives in swiftly resolving the
Gaza conflict, as reported by Malaysia's state media
agency Bernama. Additionally, discussions on the
conflict took place between Anwar and senior Qatari
officials.

Distinguishing himself from other leaders critical of
Israel, Anwar openly engages with the Hamas, deemed
a terrorist organization by Israel, the U.S., and many
Western nations. This stance aligns with Malaysia's
widespread support for the Palestinian cause, with
Hamas officials receiving warm receptions from
Malaysian politicians.

The face-to-face meeting between Anwar and Haniyeh
signifies Malaysia's defiance against Western pressure,
notably from the U.S., regarding its engagement with
the Hamas. Anwar refuted claims of yielding to U.S.
pressure to sever ties with the Palestinian group,
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asserting his autonomy in diplomatic engagements.
Anwar's statements in the Bernama report aimed to
address concerns from Western allies, emphasizing
Malaysia's focus on political dialogue with the Hamas,
dissociated from military activities. He expressed
optimism that this clarification would assuage
concerns raised by Western counterparts. [The
Diplomat]

Iranian police force commander holds
discussions with Malaysia's Minister of
Home Affairs

(ba) Iran's Law Enforcement commander, Brigadier
General Ahmad Reza Radan, embarked on a diplomatic
mission to Malaysia, engaging in discussions with
Malaysian Minister of Home Affairs Saifuddin Nasution
Ismail. The focal point of Radan's visit to Malaysia on
May 18 centered on fostering collaboration across
various security domains between the two nations.
During his stay in Kuala Lumpur, the Iranian police
chief convened a meeting with Malaysian Minister of
Home Affairs, Saifuddin Nasution Ismail. Within this
dialogue, Radan commended Malaysia's steadfast
backing of Iran's positions on the global stage.

Emphasizing the imperative of bolstering Tehran-Kuala
Lumpur police cooperation, Radan conveyed Iran's
eagerness to partake in joint endeavors, particularly in
expediting criminal extraditions, combatting
cybercrimes, illicit drug trafficking, and transnational
offenses.

Saifuddin, for his part, expressed Malaysia's willingness
to glean insights from Iran's policing expertise, notably
in military science and techniques.

Throughout the discussions, both parties underscored
the significance of thwarting organized crime, cyber
threats, drug trafficking, and terrorism within the
parameters outlined in the memorandum of
understanding. [Mehr News Agency]

Stampa's appeal was dismissed by the
Madrid court, affirming the 6-month
prison sentence

(ba) The Madrid Court of Appeal in Spain has upheld
the December 2023 ruling by the Madrid criminal
court, affirming Spanish arbitrator Gonzalo Stampa's
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conviction for contempt of court in the Sulu sultanate
dispute with Sabah.

Malaysia welcomed the decision, confirming his six-
month prison sentence and one-year prohibition from
practicing as an arbitrator, as "a pivotal triumph for the
rule of law, which bolsters the integrity of international
arbitration as an alternative avenue for dispute
resolution."

Stampa, who controversially ordered Malaysia to pay
USD 14.92 billion to the self-proclaimed heirs of the
defunct Sulu sultanate, faced charges in December for
contempt of court and unauthorized professional
conduct for disregarding a Madrid court's decision to
nullify the case brought by the Sulu claimants. The
charges were filed by the Spanish public prosecutor’s
office, with the Malaysian government as the plaintiff.

Despite the High Court of Justice in Madrid annulling
his judicial appointment in June 2021, Stampa
proceeded with the case, relocating his arbitration seat
to Paris. In February 2022, he directed the Malaysian
government, via a French arbitration court, to make
the payment to the alleged descendants of the last
sultan of Sulu. Stampa contended that Malaysia
breached the 1878 agreement between the former
Sulu kingdom in the Philippines and a representative
of the British North Borneo Company, which
administered what is now Sabah.

Malaysia contested the arbitration ruling in France and
Spain. The French court granted a stay order on the
award pending a decision on Putrajaya’s assertion that
the order encroached upon its sovereignty over Sabah.
This sequence of events culminated in the December
2023 ruling by the Madrid criminal court, finding
Stampa guilty of contempt of court. [Free Malaysia
Today]

Chinese ambassador warns debt
restructuring could impact future loans
for Maldives

(hg) China’s Ambassador to the Maldives, Wang Lixin,
indicated that restructuring the Maldives' debt to
Beijing could complicate future loan acquisitions.
Speaking at a press conference, she mentioned that a
technical team from both countries is addressing the
issue but cautioned against restructuring to avoid
hindering future funding opportunities. Ambassador
Wang emphasized that China aims to avoid increasing
the Maldives' debt burden and is currently focusing on
grant-assisted projects instead. [Sun]
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According to World Bank data, the Maldives owes
China USD 1.37 billion, accounting for 20 percent of its
foreign debt, with most loans obtained during former
President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayyoom's
administration. Key projects under Chinese grants
include the repair and maintenance of the Sinamale'
Bridge, enhancement of hospital laboratory facilities,
technical assistance for Maldivian coconut palm issues,
the construction of a 100-bed hospital in Villimale, and
the development of all roads in Malé.

Saudi fund signs two loan agreements,
inaugurates Hulhumale Island
development in Maldives

(hg) Sultan bin Abdulrahman Al-Marshad, the CEO of
the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD), a Saudi Arabian
government agency responsible for providing financial
assistance and support to developing countries, signed
two development loan agreements with the Maldives'
Minister of Finance, Mohammed Shafig, on May 17.
[mihaaru] [Arab News]

These agreements entail financing the Velana
International Airport development project with USD
100 million and the healthcare sector development
project with USD 50 million. The loans were assured
after the change in government following last year's
presidential election. The Saudi Fund informed the Sri
Lankan government of the funding during the
inauguration of Mohammed Muizzu in October of that
year.

Additionally, Al-Marshad participated in the partial
inauguration of the Hulhulmale Island Development
Project, which the SFD is supporting through a soft
development loan worth USD 80 million. The project is
a development initiative aimed at transforming
Hulhumalé, an artificial island located near the capital
city of Malé, into a sustainable urban center. The
project involves various infrastructure developments,
including the construction of residential areas,
commercial spaces, transportation facilities, and
recreational areas.

Mongolia, Japan discuss agricultural
development cooperation opportunities

(fg) On May 14, Zandanshatar Gombojav, Chairman of
the Great Khural of Mongolia, the Mongolian
parliament, met with a delegation from the Japan
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International Cooperation Agency (JICA) led by Shunichi
Nakada, Senior Agricultural Advisor of JICA.

Nakada provided insights into Japan's agricultural
development and reaffirmed Japan’s willingness for
further cooperation with Mongolia in this area.

The meeting comes as the Mongolian parliament is
currently discussing the draft law on the legal status of
herders. [Montsame]

Mongolia and Germany initiate 'REACH'
aid for herder families

(fg) An agreement has been signed between Mongolia
and Germany to launch the "REACH" humanitarian aid
programme for the Mongolian provinces of Bayan-Olgii
and Khovd, which were particularly affected by the
"Dzud" (severe winter). This jointly funded program
aims to help meet the needs of herder families and
their children in the areas of child protection,
education and healthcare.

The initiative includes conducting child protection risk
assessments in 270 herder households and 18
boarding schools, distributing educational materials
and vitamins to over 6,000 children, and providing
financial support to 270 families for their children's
education and healthcare. The measures are tailored
to the specific needs of the local community. [gogo
Mongolial

Myanmar junta seeks Russian assistance
to develop aerospace industry

(jb) Myanmar's junta leader, Min Aung Hlaing, is
seeking Russian support to develop the country's
aerospace industry. On May 19, he met with Savelyev
Sergey Valentinovich, deputy director general of
Roscosmos, the Russian state corporation for space
and aerospace research.

The meeting in Yangon included high-ranking junta
officials, such as Ye Win Oo, joint secretary of the State
Administration Council (SAC), and former navy chief
Moe Aung. Discussions focused on fostering
cooperation in aerospace technology, sending
Myanmar students to Russia for studies, and Russian
assistance in human resources development.

This collaboration is part of expanding ties between
Myanmar and Russia, which have grown significantly
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since the 2021 coup. Russia has been providing
advanced training for Myanmar military officers and is
involved in developing Myanmar's nuclear technology.

Despite agreements to build a nuclear power plant,
Myanmar continues to experience severe blackouts.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar refugees in India fear arrests
and deportations

(jb) Myanmar refugees in India are living in fear
following the Manipur state government's
announcement of deportation plans. Chief Minister
Nongthombam Biren Singh revealed the deportation
of 77 "illegal immigrants" on social media, with
thousands more expected to follow.

Since Myanmar's military coup in 2021, nearly 60,000
refugees have fled to India, fearing the violent civil war.
However, India, not recognizing refugees officially,
poses a threat of deportation, particularly in Manipur,
where authorities are intensifying efforts.

Refugees, fearing arrest and return to Myanmar's
brutal regime, are relocating, expecting a government
crackdown. Myo, a refugee, expressed concern, stating
that arrest could lead to imprisonment or death in
Myanmar.

Rights groups urge India to protect refugees,
emphasizing the perilous conditions in Myanmar. The
International Commission of Jurists called on India to
halt deportations, stressing obligations under
international law.

The Manipur government's actions are seen as
politically motivated, exploiting communal tensions for
electoral gains. [Voice of America]

Myanmar military adds advanced Chinese
drones to arsenal

(jb) Myanmar's military has incorporated advanced
Chinese drones into its operations, enhancing its
ability to strike enemies with increased precision,
according to reports from RFA Burmese. The military is
now utilizing sophisticated "first-person view" drones,
such as the CH-2 and CH-4 models, which are
equipped with advanced cameras and can take off and
land vertically.
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These drones, sourced from China, have bolstered the
military's offensive capabilities, leading to higher
casualties among rebel forces and civilians. Since the
start of 2024, drone attacks by the junta have resulted
in eight deaths and 26 injuries across various states,
including Chin, Rakhine, and Shan.

The pro-junta People’s Media recently confirmed that
the military has officially formed a drone force,
receiving technical training from Russia, India, and
China.

The deployment of these drones marks a significant
shift in Myanmar’s military strategy, aiming to
strengthen its air power amidst ongoing conflicts with
rebel forces. [Radio Free Asia]

Japanese Vice-Minister meets Myanmar
ethnic delegation

(jb) On May 14, Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister
for Foreign Affairs Masahiro Komura received a
delegation from Myanmar's ethnic minority
organizations. The 20-minute courtesy call focused on
the ongoing crisis in Myanmar.

Vice-Minister Komura reiterated Japan's commitment
to facilitating dialogue among Myanmar's diverse
stakeholders to help resolve the country's impasse. He
emphasized Japan's ongoing efforts to support a
peaceful resolution.

The ethnic representatives expressed their gratitude
for Japan's consistent support and highlighted their
hopes for Japan's continued involvement in the peace
process. Both parties agreed to maintain close
communication to achieve a peaceful resolution.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

Thailand denies restricting student visas
from Myanmar

(jw) Despite reports of Myanmar nationals residing in
Thailand being denied student visas on grounds that
they must apply from outside the country, the Thai
foreign ministry said on May 15 that they did not place
any restrictions on student visas from their Southeast
Asian neighbor.

Education visas would reportedly no longer be
available for Myanmar nationals who plan to attend
Thai language schools. However, when asked to
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comment, officials from the Thai Embassy in Yangon
said that there were no policy changes regarding
educational visas. All visas are available to Myanmar
nationals, as long as they submit the required
documents.

These claims emerged following the newly activated
conscription law by the military regime. Many
individuals eligible for the draft have attempted to flee
to rebel territories or flee the country. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar nationals learning Thai, English and other
languages have used language schools in Thailand to
apply for one-year student visas after entering the
country on a tourist visa. Students from Myanmar
represent the second largest group of international
students in Thailand.

Thailand urged to halt forced returns and
grant legal status to Myanmar refugees

(jb) Fortify Rights has urged the Thai government to
provide legal status to Myanmar refugees and reform
its immigration laws following the forced return of over
650 refugees. The advocacy group reported witnessing
Thai soldiers conducting pushbacks on 24 April 2024,
returning refugees from Mae Sot, Tak Province, to
Myanmar.

Amy Smith, executive director of Fortify Rights,
emphasized the need for Thailand to meet
international law obligations and improve refugee
protection. "As long as the Myanmar junta attacks
civilians, refugees will seek safety in Thailand," she
stated.

Fortify Rights also highlighted poor conditions in
temporary shelters and reported two explosions near
the border before forced crossings. Rangsiman Rome,
a Thai MP, proposed granting temporary protective
status to refugees, allowing legal residency and work
rights. [Herald Malaysia Online]

South Korea supports USD 9.8 million to
create jobs through recycling and
upcycling projects in Nepal

(ps) Nepal and South Korea signed a memorandum of
understanding to create jobs through recycling and
upcycling projects in the Nepalese city of Pokhara. The
Korean government, through the Korea International
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Cooperation Agency, will invest USD 9.8 million in
collaboration with the United Nations Development
Programme, the Ministry of Federal Affairs and
General Administration, and Pokhara Metropolitan
City. The project aims to establish sustainable recycling
and upcycling enterprises, including a green venture
zone to showcase products made from recycled
materials. It will also focus on behavioral change
initiatives related to waste management and aims to
establish 30 recycling and upcycling enterprises,
thereby creating numerous green jobs in Pokhara. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Peace Corps Deputy Director White on
five-day visit in Nepal

(Im) Peace Corps Deputy Director David E White Jr has
commenced a five-day visit to Nepal, aiming to engage
with government and civil society representatives. His
agenda includes expressing gratitude for their
enduring support of the Peace Corps program and
exploring avenues for its expansion. White will preside
over the swearing-in ceremony of ten newly arrived
Peace Corps response volunteers, marking the
inaugural deployment of such volunteers in Nepal.
Currently, 40 Peace Corps volunteers are active in
seven districts, focusing on English education and food
security. With the addition of the new group, the total
number of volunteers serving across eight districts will
reach fifty. [The Kathmandu Post]

The Peace Corps is a volunteer program run by the
United States government. It was established in 1961
by President John F. Kennedy to promote world peace
and friendship by providing skilled volunteers to assist
with various development projects in countries around
the world. Peace Corps volunteers typically serve for
two years in areas such as education, health,
agriculture, and environmental preservation. They
work closely with local communities to address their
specific needs and help build capacity for sustainable
development.

Nepal's Deputy Prime Minister
Lamichhane meets with Sweden’s envoy
to Kathmandu

(ps) Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Rabi Lamichhane
and Swedish Ambassador Jan Thesleff recently met in
Kathmandu, Nepal. Topics of mutual interest and
cooperation were covered during the meeting,
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including energy, youth skill development, self-
employment, civil aviation, disaster management, land
management, and security management. [My
Republica]

British Prime Minister Sunak addresses
Nepali community during ceremony on
friendship treaty anniversary

(ps) British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak addressed the
Nepali community during a special ceremony at 10
Downing Street, marking the 100th anniversary of the
signing of the Treaty of Friendship between Nepal and
Britain in 1923. During the event, Sunak praised the
contributions of the British Gurkhas in strengthening
bilateral relations. He also highlighted various
dimensions of the historical relationship between
Nepal and the UK, including the past visit of British
King Charles to Nepal. Additionally, Sunak expressed
admiration for the achievements of the Nepali
diaspora in Britain and emphasized the potential for
increased economic relations between the two
countries, particularly in trade, investment and climate
change cooperation. [My Republica]

North Korea condemns U.S for nuclear
threats and vows nuclear deterrence

(ac) On May 20, North Korea condemned U.S. for a
subcritical nuclear test in Nevada last week. The U.S.
argued that the nuclear test was to collect essential
data on the nuclear warheads.

North Korea announced to strengthen its overall
nuclear deterrence posture and added that the U.S is
not in position to speak about other states’' nuclear war
threats. [Yonhap News][Pyongyang Times]

U.S. House committee passes North
Korean human rights reauthorization act

(ac) On May 16, the U.S House of Representatives
Committee on Foreign Affairs passed a bipartisan bill
to reauthorize and update the 2004 North Korean
Human Rights Act to strengthen the US’s role and
commitment in promoting human rights and freedom
in North Korea.
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Among other measures, the bill urges the promotion
of human rights and humanitarian assistance for North
Korean people. It also calls for increasing the flow of
information not controlled by the regime in
Pyongyang. [Yonhap News]

North Korea delegation visits the Russia’s
Far East

(ac) Reflecting growing cooperation between North
Korea and Russia, a North Korean delegation, led by
Sin Chang Il, the chief of the Rason Municipal People’s
Committee, visited Russia last week. The seven-day
visit from May 12-18 is believed to have focused
passenger train service between North Korea and
Russia’s Vladivostok.

Analysts assume that a reopening of passenger rail
services which had been suspended due to the Covid-
19 pandemic reopen would to North Korea dispatching
its workers to Russia's Far East, which is banned under
U.N. Security Council sanction resolutions.

North Korea shoots missiles toward Sea of
Japan

(sh) On May 17, North Korea fired short-range ballistic
missiles toward the Sea of Japan, according to the
South Korean military.

Multiple projectiles were launched from the area
surrounding the eastern port city of Wonsan, flying
about 300 kilometers before landing in the sea.

In Tokyo, Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa
Hayashi confirmed at a press conference that the
missiles had not entered Japan's exclusive economic
zone, with no damage reported.

This follows a series of missile tests by Pyongyang
since late January, including a ballistic missile launch
on April 22. North Korea's state-run media reported
that leader Kim Jong Un recently oversaw a nuclear
counterattack simulation exercise involving large
rocket units. [Kyodo News]

U.S. offers a reward up to USD 5 million
for information on three North Korean IT
workers
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(ac) The U.S. is offering a reward up to USD 5 million
for information on three North Korean workers and a
manager who are accused of being involved in a
scheme that generated USD 6.8 million for North
Korea, affecting 300 US companies.

Between October 2020 and October 2023, a U.S.
national helped the workers obtain work as remote
software and applications developers with companies
in multiple sectors and industries, according to the US
State Department. They operated under the false
identities belonging to over 60 U.S citizens.

The accused are believed to be linked to the North
Korea's Munitions Industry Department, which is in
charge of overseeing the development of North
Korea's ballistic missile and weapon production and
research programs. [CNN] [Yonhap News]

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Sharif invites
Chinese firms to invest in mining sector

(Im) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has extended an
invitation to Chinese firm MCC Tongsin Resources, a
subsidiary of the China Metallurgical Group Corporation,
to invest in Pakistan's mining sector, pledging full
facilitation for the venture. The move reflects the
government's focus on attracting foreign investment
amid efforts to address the country's macroeconomic
challenges. [Arab News 1]

Of note, the meeting between Prime Minister Sharif
and representatives of MCC Tongsin Resources
coincided with a four-day visit to China by Pakistan's
newly appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Foreign Affairs Mohammad Dar to co-chair the fifth
round of the Foreign Minister-Level China-Pakistan
Strategic Dialogue.

During the dialogue, both sides reaffirmed their “all-
weather strategic cooperative partnership”. However,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi also expressed
Beijing's expectation for Islamabad to ensure the
safety of Chinese personnel, projects, and institutions
within its borders and to take decisive action against
perpetrators of attacks such as the recent suicide
bombing that claimed the lives of five Chinese
engineers working on a hydropower project. [Voice of
America] [Global Times]

The dialogue also included discussions on advancing
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), with
both countries expressing readiness to forge an
“upgraded version” by jointly building a growth
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corridor, a livelihood-enhancing corridor, an innovation
corridor, a green corridor and an open corridor. [China
Daily]

In this context, Minister Dar also addressed the
Pakistan-China Roundtable Conference in Beijing,
where he extended an invitation to Chinese
entrepreneurs to establish labor-intensive industries in
Pakistan, emphasizing the country's investment-
friendly policies and attractive incentives. He also met
with Wu Fulin, chairman of China's EXIM bank, to
discuss potential future investments in Pakistan,
particularly in renewable energy, agriculture, and
industrial sectors. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan rejects ‘unhealthy’ remarks by
Indian politicians about Islamabad'’s
nuclear capability

(Im) Islamabad rejected recent remarks by Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other officials
about Pakistan's nuclear program, the Kashmir
dispute, and regional issues, calling them “baseless”
and “unhealthy.” These comments, made during
election campaigning in India, included Modi's
statement at a rally suggesting he would make
Pakistan “wear bangles,” indirectly referencing
Pakistan's nuclear capabilities. [Arab News]

Pakistan condemned the surge in anti-Pakistan
rhetoric, describing it as an attempt to exploit hyper-
nationalism for electoral gains and to deflect attention
from domestic and international criticism. Islamabad
criticized the "reckless and extremist mindset" of
Indian leaders, questioning India’s capability to
responsibly manage its strategic assets.

Pakistan asks its nationals studying in
Kyrgyzstan to stay indoors after mobs
attacked foreigners

(Im) More than 300 Pakistani students have returned
home from Kyrgyzstan after a violent mob attacked
hostels occupied by international students in Bishkek,
injuring several. The attacks occurred on the night of
May 17, lasting over six hours, and involved hundreds
of Kyrgyz people targeting hostels where international
students, including Pakistanis, were residing. Over 30
students were injured in the violence. [Associated
Press]
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Both the Pakistani and Indian embassies in Bishkek
advised their students to stay indoors. Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed concern and sent a
senior Cabinet minister to oversee the safety of
Pakistani students.

More than 11,000 Pakistani and 15,000 Indian students
study in Kyrgyzstan, primarily pursuing medical
degrees due to the relatively affordable tuition fees
compared to their home countries and Western
educational destinations.

Japan, Philippines seal deal for five more
PCG patrol vessels

(tl) The Philippines and Japan signed an agreement for
the acquisition of five additional 97-meter patrol
vessels for the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG). The
procurement of multi-role response vessels (MRRVSs)
will be financed by a Japanese official development
assistance (ODA) loan amounting to approximately
USD 412 million under the Maritime Safety Capability
Improvement Project (MSCIP) phase IlIl. [Philippines
News Agency]

Japan is the Philippines’ top bilateral ODA partner,
providing support across various sectors. To date, the
PCG has two 97-meter MRRVs, and both ships are
currently active in maritime security operations in the
South China Sea.

Philippine opposed the Chinese
“trespassers policy” in the SCS and WPS
maritime crisis

(tl) President Marcos Jr. has criticized China's policy to
detain alleged "trespassers" in the South China Sea,
including those overlapping in the Philippines'
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). Marcos stated that the
government will take whatever measures to protect
Filipinos amid escalating tensions in the contested
waters.

China has empowered its Coast Guard to detain
foreign trespassers for up to 60 days without trial (read
more detailed entry above). The Philippines Coast
Guard criticized the move as an "illegal action" justified
by its "imaginary" nine-dash-line claim to nearly all of
the South China Sea. Philippine Senate President Juan
Miguel Zubiri blasted the new rule as violating the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
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(UNCLOS), which protects freedom of navigation at
sea. House Speaker Martin Romualdez vowed that the
House would newly allow any arrest to Filippino
fisherman and citizens made by China within the 200-
nautical mile EEZ of the Philippines. He also added that
China's actions as a "blatant escalation of tensions" in
the South China Sea, arguing that they violate
international law and urged China to respect
international rulings and act responsibly as a global
community. [Philippine News Agency 1]

Meanwhile, The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has
dismissed Beijing's directive to detain foreigners
entering disputed areas in the South China Sea as a
scare tactic to deter civilian missions. PCG claimed that
statement was an empty threat to discourage civil
society, not just in the Philippines but also in other
claimant states to the South China Sea. China has
authorized its coast guard to detain foreigners
suspected of "trespassing" within its claimed borders
for up to 60 days without trial. The CCG adopted the
measure on May 15, the same day the "Atin Ito"
coalition began its second civilian-led mission to
Panatag Shoal in the West Philippine Sea. [The
Philippine Star]

In addition, The Philippine Navy has observed 98
Chinese vessels in the West Philippine Sea from May 7
to 13, with a decrease from the previous week's 105
Chinese vessels. The vessels were found in various
locations, including Bajo de Masinloc, Ayungin Shoal,
Pagasa Island, Kota Island, Likas Island, Panata Island,
and Patag Island. The data indicates a downward trend
in Chinese vessels. [Philippine News Agency 2]

Philippines Senate sends a “polite
invitation” to Chinese Embassy in Manila
over investigation

(tl) Senate Committee on National Defense and
Security send a polite invitation was sent to the
Chinese embassy by, however, the Chinese
ambassador cannot be compelled to appear due to
diplomatic protocols. The Department of Foreign
Affairs and the Department of Justice are investigating
alleged illegal activities by foreign diplomats, including
possible violations by China. A resolution was filed to
strengthen the wiretapping law. Senator Francis
Tolentino stated that the Senate investigation focuses
on whether the Chinese embassy violated Philippine
law, not whether there is a new model for the resupply
mission in the West Philippine Sea and filed Senate
Resolution 1023 to investigate. He added that foreign
embassies are not allowed to violate hospitality or
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laws, even with diplomatic immunity. [The Philippine
Star] [Magzter] [Manila Standard]

Philippine Ex-Defense Secretary denied
that no gentlemen’s agreement in
Ayungin Shoal issues between former
President Duterte and Chinese President
Xi

(t) A joint House panel issued a show cause order to
former Cabinet officials of ex-president Rodrigo
Duterte for failing to attend a hearing on West
Philippine Sea issues. The investigation is focused on a
gentleman's agreement allegedly made by Duterte
with Chinese President Xi Jinping. Former Defense
secretary Delfin Lorenzana said he has attended
almost all the Duterte-Xi meetings from 2016 to 2019.
He highlighted that in the last meeting in 2019, Duterte
used the arbitral tribunal ruling to assert the
Philippines' sovereign rights in the WPS. Lorenzana,
the chair of the Bases Conversion and Development
Authority since 2022, said that President Xi also
mentioned that they also claim the area. [Philippine
News Agency]

The House panels are looking into the Chinese
embassy's continued citation of an alleged
"gentlemen's agreement" to justify China's actions
against Philippine resupply missions to Ayungin Shoal.
The alleged agreement includes the prohibition in
sending construction materials to BRP Sierra Madre,
the grounded Philippine warship in Ayungin Shoal that
serves as the country's outpost. The status quo at the
Ayungin Shoal is the previous commitment allowing
the delivery of food and water to Filipino troops on
BRP Sierra Madre since 2013. [Rappler]

DFA Assistant Secretary Aileen Mendiola-Rau and DND
Undersecretary Ignacio Madriaga have denied any
record of a "gentleman's agreement" as cited by the
Chinese Embassy. They argue that China can use the
Philippines' democratic institutions and processes to
propagate its illegal and deceptive narratives.

Seychelles, United Kingdom forge pact to
modernize bathymetric charts

(ms) Seychelles and the UK have signed a pact to
update Seychelles' bathymetric charts, essential for
marine navigation. The agreement aims to enhance
collaboration in hydrography, with Seychelles
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highlighting the need to update charts last revised in
1976. Supported by a USD 3 million UK grant, surveys
have commenced to reflect changes in oceanic
features, prioritizing key zones and shipping lanes. The
agreement also facilitates commercial chart sales,
potentially generating revenue for Seychelles, with
plans to allocate royalties towards establishing a
dedicated hydrography unit and institute for
sustainable marine resource management. [Seychelles
News Agency]

Seychelles broadcasting corporation’s
new headquarters nears completion with
donation from China

(ms) The Seychelles Broadcasting Corporation (SBC) is
nearing the completion of its new headquarters at
Union Vale, Victoria, with the receipt of technical
equipment donated by China. Chinese Ambassador Lin
Nan formally handed over the equipment to SBC's
Chief Executive, Berard Dupres, in a ceremony at the
SBC House. The project, initiated in 2018, has
experienced delays but is now approaching its final
stages. Financed by a grant from the Chinese
government, the SBC House project aims to modernize
broadcasting facilities and advance digitalization in
Seychelles. The handover ceremony marked a
significant step towards enhancing SBC's operational
capabilities. [Seychelles News Agency]

Indonesia fails to halt enforcement in
Singapore with fraud defense

(Ib) A Singapore court has upheld the enforcement of a
USD 20 million International Chamber of Commerce
(ICC) arbitration award against Indonesia’s Ministry of
Defence, despite acknowledging there is an arguable
case that the underlying contract may have been
procured by fraud. The dispute centers on a cancelled
satellite project, with the court's decision reflecting the
emphasis on the finality of arbitration awards and the
limited scope for judicial intervention, even in cases
where allegations of fraud are present. This ruling
reinforces Singapore's reputation as a pro-arbitration
jurisdiction, prioritizing the enforcement of
international arbitration awards to maintain legal
certainty and commercial predictability. [Global
Arbitration Review]
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Singapore and Ghana conduct trade in
semi-fungible token pilot project

(Ib) The Bank of Ghana (BOG) and the Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS) have successfully
completed a proof-of-concept for the Digital Economy
Semi-Fungible Token (DESFT) Project, designed to
facilitate trade between micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) in both countries. Utilizing the
Universal Trusted Credentials protocol developed by
the UN Development Program, live transactions were
executed using a stablecoin pegged to the Singapore
dollar (XSGD) and Ghana's e-cedi CBDC on a
distributed ledger. This project, incorporating
programmable money and payment technologies, was
highlighted by Bank of Ghana's director of fintech and
innovation, Kwame Oppong, at the 3i Africa Summit,
noting its alignment with supply chain finance and
multi-currency payments. The DESFT operates on the
ERC-3525 standard on Ethereum, with further
discussions set for the Singapore Fintech Festival in
November. [Coin Telegraph]

Indonesian and Singapore navies
conclude bilateral mine-countermeasure
exercise

(Ib) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the
Indonesian Navy (TNI AL) successfully concluded
Exercise Joint Minex Pandu, a bilateral mine-
countermeasure and clearance diving exercise, held
from May 14-19, 2024, in Batam and the waters off
Bintan.

Over 230 personnel participated, including two Bedok-
class Mine Countermeasure Vessels from the RSN and
two Pulau Fani-class Minehunters from the TNI AL. The
exercise featured mine-hunting, clearance diving
techniques, ship-boarding, coordinated MCM
operations, diving operations, and live gunnery firing.
This event, officiated by First-Admiral Tjatur Soniarto
and Colonel Chan Yeng Seng, underscores the strong
defence relationship and mutual trust between the two
navies, further cemented through regular professional
exchanges and the long-standing Exercise Eagle
Indopura. [Mind EF]

Singapore, United States armies conclude
Exercise Tiger Balm 2024
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(Im) The US Army and Singapore Armed Forces (SAF)
concluded the 43rd annual Exercise Tiger Balm on May
17,2024, at the Yakima Training Center in Washington.
This bilateral exercise, held from May 6 to May 17,
aimed to improve interoperability and cooperation
through joint training.

The exercise included over 670 personnel and featured
advanced equipment such as the RSAF's F-155G
fighters and the Singapore Army's VELOCE 15 mini-
UAVs. Activities included a Brigade-level command post
exercise, field training with a focus on artillery and
aviation integration, and a Counter-Improvised
Explosive Device live-firing drill.

The closing ceremony at Joint Base Lewis-McChord was
co-officiated by Colonel Anand Sathi Kumar from
Singapore and Brigadier General Phillip L. Mallory from
the US. Both leaders highlighted the importance of the
exercise in building mutual trust and enhancing
military readiness. [MINDEF Singapore]

Azerbaijani parliamentary delegation
embarks on official visit to Singapore to
discuss collaboration efforts

(Ib) An Azerbaijani parliamentary delegation, led by
Speaker Sahiba Gafarova, has embarked on an official
visit to Singapore to discuss collaboration efforts
between the two nations. During the visit, Speaker
Gafarova held various official meetings, including with
Singaporean President Tharman Shanmugaratnam,
where they discussed the upcoming 29th session of
the Conference of the Parties to the UN Climate
Change Convention (COP29), scheduled to be held in
Baku in November. Economic relations were
highlighted as a key aspect of bilateral ties, with an
emphasis on expanding cooperation. Additionally,
discussions on cooperation within international
parliamentary organizations, such as the Parliamentary
Network of the Non-Aligned Movement and the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, were held. Speaker
Gafarova also provided updates on the regional
situation and the peace negotiations between
Azerbaijan and Armenia. [Azertag] [MENAFN]

Singapore Defense Minister visits Jordan
to strengthen ties

(ms) The Singapore Defense Minister Dr. Ng Eng Hen
made a working visit to Jordan on May 19. During his
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visit, Dr. Ng met with King Abdullah II, Prime Minister
and Defense Minister Dr. Bisher Al Khasawneh, and
Deputy Prime Minister Ayman Safadi. The discussions
focused on regional security and the ongoing conflict
in Gaza, with King Abdullah emphasizing the need for
an immediate ceasefire.

Dr. Ng also visited the Jordanian Armed Forces
Headquarters, where he was received with a Guard of
Honour by Major General Yousef Al-Huneiti. The visit
highlighted the strong defense relationship and
ongoing professional exchanges between Singapore
and Jordan. [MINDEF][The Jordan Times]

South Korea, U.S. conducts joint air drill
and North Korea fires missiles in response

(ac) On May 16, South Korea and the U.S. conducted a
joint air drill with F-22 fighter jets from the U.S. and
with the “Raptors” F-35A fighter jet from South Korea
taking part. This drill marked the first maneuver
training involving these jets. Both aircraft are
considered the most advanced jets in the world.

Focusing on conducting attack and defense missions,
the exercise came shortly after North Korean Kim Jong
Un inspected a new missile weapons system on May
14. [Yonhap News] [Arirang News]

On May 17, North Korea fired missile towards the Sea
of Japan, widely seen as an assertive response to the
air drill. North Korea viewed the combat air drills are
rehearsal for an invasion. [Al Jazeera]

South Korea, Cambodia agree on strategic
partnership to improve bilateral ties

(ac) On May 16, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet agreed to
establish a strategic partnership between South Korea
and Cambodia. The agreement was reached at a
summit which was part of Hun Manet's official visit to
South Korea last week.

Under the partnership, South Korea and Cambodia will
increase economic and financial cooperation, social
and cultural development cooperation, and military
cooperation. The strategic partnership, furthermore,
seeks to strengthen defense and security cooperation,
including through a South Korean naval vessel's port
call in Cambodia later this year, as well as
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peacekeeping mission to counter transnational crimes,
drug smuggling, human trafficking, and cybercrimes.

The summit reaffirmed the bilateral free trade
agreement and the commitment to promoting
cooperation across social and cultural sectors. It also
reaffirmed the commitment to cooperation in the
United Nations and other regional and international
organizations. [Yonhap News]

Both countries also agreed to establish a regular
consultation channel between the Council for the
Development of Cambodia (CDC) and the South
Korean Embassy in Cambodia to advance coordination
and cooperation in creating a more favorable
investment environment for Korean businesses in the
Southeast Asian countries. Cambodia, for its part,
hopes for a rise in job opportunities for local workers.

In addition, Yoon and Hun Manet witnessed the signing
of four Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) and two
agreements on multifaceted cooperation. The first
agreement is to develop the Economic Development
Cooperation Fund for 2022 to 2026. The second
agreement is to strengthen investment flow between
Cambodia and South Korea. The third agreement is to
build the foundation on intellectual property
cooperation. The fourth agreement is to build
professional skills and talent development program.
The fifth agreement is a loan agreement for the rural
road improvement project between Cambodia and
Korea. The sixth agreement aims to deepen
cooperation in fighting drug smuggling. [Khmer Times]

Apart from their bilateral cooperations, both countries
called on North Korea to abide by all UN Security
Council resolutions to promote peace and stability on
the Korean Peninsula. [The Phnom Penh Post]

South Korean President Yoon pledges
support for Ukraine

(ac) On May 14, South Korea President Yoon Yuk Seol
reaffirmed South Korea's participation in the Ukraine
peace summit next month in Switzerland in a phone
call with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Yoon promised that the South Korean government is
actively participating the global efforts of restoring
peace and freedom in Ukraine. [Yonhap News]

President Zelenskiy stressed the importance of
encouraging countries including Asia-Pacific and Africa
to attend the summit next month to rally the support
from ending the war. Both nations promised to
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continue bilateral cooperation and open
communication. [Reuters]

South Korea, U.S. holds meeting to discuss
the cost of stationing

(ac) On May 21, South Korea, and the U.S held a
second round of meetings in Seoul to discuss the costs
of stationing American troops in South Korea. The first
round of meetings was held in April in Hawaii. The
meetings were held by Lee Tae-woo, South Korea's
chief negotiator of Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Linda
Specht, U.S State Department.

The rationale of the meetings was to determine how
much South Korea should be responsible for 28,500-
U.S. Forces Korea (USFK) in 2026. Under the current
six-year deal of the Special Measure Agreement (SMA),
South Korea agreed to raise the payment by 13.9
percent from 2019 to USD 1.03 million for 2021 in line
with Seoul's defense spending.

South Korea sought a new deal to ensure stable
stationing of the USFK in South Korea, while the U.S
stressed that the negotiations were important alliance
for both nations to support one another. [Yonhap
News]

South Korea provides USD 1 million
humanitarian aid to Kenya

(ac) On May 16, the South Korean government decided
to provide USD 1 million in humanitarian aid to
support Kenya in response to the recent flood in the
country’s central region.

Sri Lanka in discussion with India to set
up small arms ammo factory

(hg) Sri Lanka is planning to set to establish a small
arms ammunition manufacturing facility in
collaboration with India to enhance its national
security and reduce reliance on imported defense
supplies. State Minister of Defense Premitha Bandara
Tennakoon announced the plan, emphasizing its
importance for national security. Although the timeline
for the factory's establishment has not been disclosed,
the government has prioritized this project. [Daily
Mirror]
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Indonesia, Sri Lanka pledge stronger
bilateral ties and economic cooperation

(Im) During the 10th World Water Summit, Sri Lankan
President Ranil Wickremesinghe and his Indonesian
counterpart, outgoing President Joko Widodo, held
wide-ranging discussions. [adaderana]

President Wickremesinghe stressed the importance of
water management and Sri Lanka's willingness to
participate in the Global Blended Financial Alliance,
commending Indonesia for establishing its Secretariat.
The Global Blended Financial Alliance aims to leverage
public funds to attract private sector investment,
thereby increasing the overall financial resources
available for critical projects.

President Widodo focused on economic cooperation,
urging the finalization of the Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) by early 2025 and expressing interest
in the Sri Lankan vaccine market. He called for lifting
import restrictions on Indonesian palm oil and
highlighted Indonesia’'s advancements in renewable
energy, particularly its largest floating solar power
project.

Additionally, both leaders discussed regional security
and economic cooperation in the Indian Ocean.
President Wickremesinghe supported ASEAN's Indo-
Pacific outlook and proposed more frequent meetings
between heads of government and a bilateral
agreement to enhance commercial collaboration. He
also emphasized the potential benefits of Sri Lanka
joining the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP).

France optimistic about conclusion of Sri
Lanka’s debt restructuring very fast

(Im) The French ambassador to Sri Lanka, Jean-Francois
Pactet, has expressed optimism about the swift
conclusion of Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring process
but did not provide detailed specifics. France chairs the
Paris Club of Nations, which, along with India and
Japan, co-chairs the Official Creditor Committee (OCC)
responding to Sri Lanka’s request for debt treatment.
[Daily Mirror]

During a roundtable discussion, Ambassador Pactet
emphasized the importance of comparable treatment
of debt among all creditors. He noted that China, a
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bilateral creditor, is handling debt restructuring
separately but is involved in the OCC process as an
observer. When asked about specifics on debt
reduction, deferment, and interest reduction, Pactet
said that France, as the Secretary to the Paris Club,
could not disclose details and that he was not privy to
the talks.

The OCC and Sri Lanka have previously agreed on the
main parameters of debt treatment in line with the
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) arrangement between Sri
Lanka and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The
Paris Club, formed in 1956, comprises official creditors
seeking coordinated solutions to payment difficulties
experienced by borrowing countries. Members with
eligible claims on Sri Lanka include Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Japan,
Korea, the Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Sweden, the
United Kingdom, and the United States. Observers
include the IMF, World Bank, China, Asian
Development Bank, Saudi Arabia, and Iran.

US, Taiwanese Navies conduct low-key
drills

(fg) A Reuters report based on statements from four
sources confirms that the US and Taiwanese navies
conducted joint drills in April. However, these did not
officially take place.

Due to the tense situation with China and in order not
to provoke any reactions, cooperation is being kept
low-key, particularly in the military area. It was stated
that "basic" operations such as communication,
refueling, and resupply were practiced. [Reuters]

When asked by Reuters, the Taiwanese navy confirmed
that such an exercise had taken place. However, it was
not planned and therefore took place under the Code
for Unplanned Encounters at Sea (CUES). According to
this, the ship formations met unexpectedly on the
open sea and carried out joint safety measures and
communications in accordance with the agreement.
Taiwan's Navy denied that dynamic operational
maneuvers took place. [Taiwan News]

This was contradicted by one of the Reuters sources,
who stated that the two navies also conducted tactical
maneuvers such as searching for underwater targets
beyond the CUES. There is still doubt as to how
accidentally the navies met.

Neither the US nor the Chinese side commented on
this matter when asked by Reuters.
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The CUES is a set of agreed measures and guidelines
adopted during the 2014 Western Pacific Naval
Symposium to minimize the risks and prevent
escalation of incidents at sea among participating
countries. Twenty-one nations from around the Pacific
and from Southeast Asia have joined this agreement to
enhance maritime safety and communication.

China imposes sanctions on Taiwanese TV
commentators

(fg) On May 15, the Taiwan Affairs Office in Beijing
announced that it would impose sanctions on five
Taiwanese TV commentators who had made critical
remarks about China and are accused of spreading
false information and stirring up hostilities between
Taiwan and China. [Taiwan Affairs Office of China, in
Chinese]

The Taiwanese side characterized these measures as
part of a series of actions aimed at restricting freedom
of expression and suppressing critical voices, including
entry bans and economic sanctions against Taiwan
independence advocates. The Presidential Office
criticized China's actions as arbitrary and
counterproductive for China's international reputation.
[UDN, in Chinese] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan, Eswatini central banks sign MoU
for joint research and to strengthen
capital markets

(fg) The central banks of Taiwan and Eswatini have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
intensify their cooperation. [Focus Taiwan]

This will take the form of joint field research and case
studies, as well as the exchange of relevant
information. It is anticipated that this will fortify the
capital markets in both countries and that the
advantages of the MoU will extend beyond
collaboration in the financial sector, potentially
establishing a framework for cooperation in the area of
climate policy. The ceremony was attended by Mr.
Yang Chin-long, Governor of the Central Bank of
Taiwan, and Mr. Philemon F. Mnisi, Governor of the
Central Bank of Eswatini.
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Taiwan, Paraguay agree on investment for
electric bus factory

(fg) The Taiwanese company, Master Transportation
Bus Manufacturing Ltd., is planning to invest around
USD 30 million in the establishment for a
manufacturing and assembly plant of electric buses in
Paraguay. This was sealed by a Memorandum of
Understanding, signed on 21 May in Taipei. The new
factory will not only enable the local production of
electric buses but will also create around 2,600 jobs
and contribute to the development of public transport
in Paraguay.

The background to the investment is Paraguay's role as
a major producer of renewable energies and its own
ambition to play a leading role in the energy transition
in Latin America. The project also supports the
company's efforts to expand its presence in the South
American market, including other Mercosur countries.
The factory is scheduled for completion by the end of
2025, with the exact location between Asuncién and
Ciudad del Este still to be decided. [Focus Taiwan]

China, Thailand reach agreement in
submarine deal

(msz) The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) is reportedly pressing
on the procurement of a 13.5-billion-baht (around USD
372 million) S26T Yuan-class submarine from China.
The procurement plan moved forward after the
agreement had been reached during talks between
Gen Somsak Rungsita, an adviser to Defence Minister
Sutin Klungsang and chairman of a Defence Ministry
panel of the submarine procurement and a Chinese
delegation headed by Col Shi Xionning, a deputy
director of China's Bureau of Military Equipment and
Technical Cooperation (BOMETEC) on May 14. Both
sides agreed to the installation of the submarine with a
CHDG620 electric generator as a replacement for the
German MTU396 engine. [Bangkok Post]

Although the CHD620 has never been used before, it
has received an industrial certificate by the Chinese
Defense Ministry and a certificate of approval from
Lloyd's Register, a London-based international marine
shipping classification society. According to the navy
source, the Defense Ministry will ask the cabinet to
extend the contract duration by another 1,217 days to
take possession of the submarine after the original
deadline had ended on Dec 30, 2023. The navy has
also asked government's legal wing, the Council of
State, to for an interpretation on an amendment of the
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contract in order to shift from the German-made
engine to the Chinese-made electric generator.

Queen Silvia of Sweden attends Child
Protection Summit in Thailand

(bk) HM Queen Silvia of Sweden, founder of the World
Childhood Foundation, spoke at the Child Protection
Summit Bangkok 2024 at the United Nations
Conference Center, stressing the importance of
addressing child sexual abuse openly to combat it
effectively and emphasizing that silence only benefits
perpetrators and that collective action is crucial to
protect children. [Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

Accompanied by HM Queen Suthida of Thailand,
Queen Silvia praised Thailand's progress in
criminalizing the possession of child sexual abuse
materials in 2015 but pointed out the rising threat of
online abuse. She urged parents to monitor their
children's internet activities and called on tech
companies to act responsibly.

The summit, organized by the World Childhood
Foundation and SafeguardKids Foundation, included
an exhibition on child sexual abuse, keynote speeches,
discussion panels, and the signing of a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) by Thai ministries to protect
children from sexual exploitation.

United States to remove Thai shrimp from
executive orders blacklist

(bk) The United States is set to remove shrimp from
Thailand from its annual list of goods produced by
child labor or forced labor after the U.S. Department of
Labor (DOL) acknowledged on May 10 that “the trend
appears to have been significantly reduced”. [Bangkok
Post]

Thai shrimp had been placed on the DOL's executive
orders list in 2009, designed to prevent federal
agencies from procuring goods made by forced or
indentured child labor. According to procurement
regulations, federal contractors supplying products on
the list must certify that they have made a good-faith
effort to ascertain whether forced or indentured child
labor was involved in producing the supplied items.
Initially, the DOL cited sources indicating that children
in Thailand, primarily migrant children, were involved
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in peeling shrimp in small, unregulated "shrimp
sheds."

Two Thai hostages in Gaza declared
deceased

(msz) On May 17, Thailand's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced that two Thai male citizens listed as
hostages in Gaza have been deceased shortly after the
eruption of the conflict between Israel and Hamas on
October 7, 2023. The ministry was reportedly informed
by the Royal Thai Embassy in Tel Aviv based on the
available evidence of the Committee for Assessing the
Conditions of the Hostages of the Israeli Government.
In a statement released by the ministry, “the Royal Thai
Government expresses its profound condolences to
their families...and reiterates its strong call for the
immediate release of all remaining hostages, including
the six remaining Thai nationals in Gaza.. and call for
all sides to exercise their utmost efforts in negotiations
leading to an urgent solution to the current
humanitarian crisis in Gaza”. [Thai Ministry of Foreign
Affairs] [The Nation Thailand]

Vietham encourages Chinese businesses
to expand investment

(wn) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
chaired a seminar in Hanoi with representatives from
19 leading Chinese corporations in the green and
digital economic sectors, marking the first meeting
between the premier and Chinese businesses. Chinh
highlighted the significance of trade, investment, and
economic cooperation between China and Vietnam in
driving bilateral ties forward, particularly in digital and
green economies. He urged Chinese businesses to
undertake large-scale, standard projects in various
sectors including high technology, construction,
transportation infrastructure, healthcare, education,
and renewable energy. Chinese Ambassador to
Vietnam Xiong Bo reiterated China's support for
Vietnam's industrialization, modernization, and
sustainable development, expressing China's
willingness to assist Vietnam in economic
transformation and upgrading. He also pledged to
encourage more Chinese-funded enterprises with
technological strength to engage in key areas of
cooperation with Vietnam. [Xinhua]
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Indonesia, Vietnam agree to deepen
security cooperation

(wn) On May 20, General To Lam, then Vietnam's
Minister of Public Security, hosted Indonesian National
Police Deputy Chief Commissioner General Agus
Andrianto in Hanoi. Andrianto attended the third
deputy ministerial-level security dialogue between
Vietnam and Indonesia. [Vietham News]

General Lam emphasized the longstanding friendship
and cooperation between the two nations, particularly
since their Strategic Partnership began in 2013. Key
areas of cooperation include crime prevention, anti-
terrorism, and citizen safety, facilitated by agreements
on extradition and security collaboration. Both
countries also participate in ASEAN security
frameworks like the AMMTC, AMMD, and ASEANAPOL.

Lam suggested continued high-level exchanges and
annual security dialogues, emphasizing the importance
of effectively implementing cooperation documents
and negotiating a new MoU on human trafficking
prevention. He highlighted the need for regular
information sharing and coordination to prevent
security threats.

Commissioner General Andrianto expressed
Indonesia's desire to deepen security cooperation,
reinforcing the Strategic Partnership for the peace and
prosperity of both nations' people. Earlier, Senior
Lieutenant General Luang Tam Quang and Andrianto
reviewed past cooperation results and discussed
future collaboration on drug crime, human trafficking,
terrorism, cybersecurity, and training for UN
peacekeeping missions.

People-to-people diplomacy is an
essential foundation of the Vietham-
Nepal relations

(wn) Vietnam aims to enhance people-to-people
exchanges with Nepal, as stated by Vice President of
the Vietnam Union of Friendship Organisations (VUFO),
Nguyen Ngoc Hung, during a reception for a Nepal
Peace and Solidarity Council (NPSC) delegation. The
two sides discussed plans to deepen bilateral
cooperation, especially with the 50th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Vietnam and Nepal
approaching in 2025. The NPSC Chairman admired
Vietnam's achievements and hoped for more vital
collaboration after the launch of the Hanoi-Kathmandu
direct flight. Both sides agreed to continue exchanging
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information and exploring cooperation opportunities.
[Vietnam News]

Vietnamese Party official visits Algeria

(wn) Vietnamese Party official Lai Xuan Mon visited
Algeria from May 14 to 19, strengthening multifaceted
cooperation between the two countries. Mon, a
member of the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV)'s
Central Committee, met with key Algerian officials
including Abdelkrim Benmbarek, the secretary-general
of the ational Liberation Front (Front de Libération
Nationale) party, Chairman of the Algeria-Vietnam
Friendship Parliamentarians’ Group Salah Djeghloul,
Minister of Communications Mohamed Laagab, and
APS news agency Director General Samir Gaid.
[Vietham Plus]

Vietnam, Belgium strengthen cooperation
over war consequence settlement

(wn) Vietnam’s Deputy Minister of National Defence,
Senior Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan Chien,
welcomed André Flahaut, a member of the Belgian
Chamber of Representatives and Minister of State, in
Hanoi.

Chien noted progress in bilateral defense ties, citing a
framework agreement, high-level delegation
exchanges, and cooperation in training and military
medicine. He expressed hopes for further
collaboration in these areas and in peace-keeping and
war consequence settlement. Flahaut recognized the
potential for enhanced cooperation and expressed
optimism for strengthened defense ties, contributing
to the overall Vietnam-Belgium relationship.

It is worth noting that Belgium, through its Chamber of
Representatives, was the first legislature in the world
to pass a resolution supporting Agent Orange
(AO)/dioxin victims in Vietnam in October last year.
This resolution aimed to draw international attention
and support for the victims affected by AO/dioxin.
Additionally, Belgium has cooperated with Vietnam in
dioxin remediation, particularly by applying Belgian
technology for remediation efforts at Bién Hoa airport
and providing wheelchairs to Vietnamese AO/dioxin
victims. [Vietnam News]
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Announcements

Upcoming online events

22 May 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Vietnam'’s Anti-Corruption Campaign:
Implications for Governance and
Investment

This webinar will assess Vietnam'’s ongoing anti-
corruption crackdown, its consequences for the
country’s political trajectory, and the possible impact
on foreign investors and corporations that have an eye
on Vietnam's growing investment opportunities.

For more information, see [CPG].

22 May 2024 @ 3:00- 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

Combatting Transnational Drug Flows: A
Conversation with Admiral LeGree

This event will feature Admiral Larry LeGree, Deputy
Director of JIATF-S, for a conversation on the role of
JIATF-S in counternarcotic operations. The conversation
will also focus on challenges and opportunities in the
coordination and cooperation among partners and the
evolving national security threat this illicit trade
presents to the United States.

For more information, visit [CSIS].
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22 May 2024 @ 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

The Next Generation of National Security
Leaders: A Conversation with Major
General Arnold Punaro

Join CSIS and Major General Arnold Punaro, USMC
(Ret.), former Staff Director of the Senate Armed
Service Committee and author of IF CONFIRMED: An
Insider's View of the National Security Confirmation
Process, for a discussion about the complexities and
challenges of the Senate confirmation process, plus
recommendations to fix it, with experts who have lived
it.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

22 May 2024 @ 1:30 -2:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

The Winston Churchill Lecture Series with
The Rt Hon. the Lord Soames of Fletching

Serving during a critical part of UK and European
history, Baroness Ashton brings both historical
perspective and current foreign policy expertise.
Blending the Wilson Center’s role as a forum for
balanced discussion, while also offering a critical
historical perspective, this series is made up of an
annual lecture featuring world leaders on foreign
policy issues of historic importance.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

22 May 2024 @ 10:50 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

General CQ Brown, Jr. on how US forces
are readying for new global threats

Join the event where General Brown will discuss how
the United States is prioritizing efforts across the Joint
Forces to meet these challenges and ensure military
readiness and resiliency as other flashpoints crop up
around the globe.

For more information, visit [Atlantic].
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23 May 2024 @ 1:00- 2:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Egmont
Royal Institute for International Relations, Belgium

“How Migration Really Works” Book
Presentation

In his latest book, “How Migration Really Works: A
Factful Guide to the Most Divisive Issue in Politics,”
Hein de Haas draws upon over three decades of
research to debunk persistent migration myths. As the
next EU parliamentary elections approach, his
presentation promises to offer a palette cleanser,
transcending political framing to reveal migration as it
truly is. Hein de Haas is a Professor of Sociology at the
University of Amsterdam (UvA) and Professor of
Migration and Development at the University of
Maastricht. He is the co-founder and director of the
International Migration Institute (IMI). Following his
presentation, there will be a Q&A session with
participants.

For more information, visit [Egmont].

23 May 2024 @ 1:00- 2:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
International Institute for Strategic Studies, UK

Mapping non-state armed groups’
transnational connections

This 1ISS briefing will explore the growing
interconnectedness between NSAGs and state actors
globally. Covering different regions, including Sub-
Saharan Africa, the Middle East, and Eurasia, the
speakers will discuss the drivers and manifestations of
this dynamic as well as possible policy responses to
navigate the resulting increasingly complex conflict
landscape.

For more information, visit [IISS].

23 May 2024 @ 10:30 -11:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

Southern Asia’s Security Landscape: Views
from Rising Analysts

In this event, visiting Fellows present research that
scrutinizes various critical issues regarding the security
and stability of Southern Asia. These encompass
frameworks for assessing nuclear confidence-building
measures, Pakistan's cyber resilience and cybersecurity
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capabilities, Indian defense reforms, and tensions over
sharing water between India and Pakistan.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

23 May 2024 @ 4:30 -5:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Overseas
Development Institute, UK

ODI in conversation with H.E. Albin Kurti

This event commemorates a critical turning point for
Kosovo, celebrating the significant strides Kosovo has
made towards independence, economic development,
and the establishment of a democracy from the
ground up. ODI Chief Executive, Sara Pantuliano will be
joined in conversation with H.E. Albin Kurti, providing a
unique opportunity to reflect on the country's
achievements and challenges in its ongoing fight for
justice for the war's victims and its aspirations for the
future.

For more information, visit [ODI].

23 May 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

Where Does The U.S. Go From Here—Gaza:
The Human Toll

Join the event for a discussion of U.S. policy toward the
ongoing health and humanitarian crises in Gaza.
Moderator J. Stephen Morrison, Senior Vice President
and Director, CSIS Global Health Policy Center, will be
joined by Ambassador David Satterfield, Senior Advisor
on the Middle East, U.S. Department of State, Nick
Schifrin, Foreign Affairs and Defense Correspondent,
PBS NewsHour, Michelle Strucke, Director, CSIS
Humanitarian Agenda and Human Rights Initiative,
and Jon B Alterman, Senior Vice President, Zbigniew
Brzezinski Chair in Global Security and Geostrategy,
and Director, CSIS Middle East Program.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

23 May 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Global Development, USA

In Conversation with Wellcome’s New CEO
—John-Arne Rottingen: Can Science and
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Diplomacy Revitalise Global Health?

Join CGD for a conversation between John-Arne and
Pete Baker, CGD's Deputy Director of Global Health, to
gather insight into the present state of play in global
health, what John-Arne sees as the key future priorities
in global health, what he hopes to achieve at
Wellcome, and how he will balance science and
diplomacy at one of the world's oldest and largest
global health philanthropies.

For more information, visit [CGD].

23 May 2024 @ 6:00 -7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs, Australia

Middle Powers in a Contested Space: The
Netherlands and Australia as Logical
Partners

Join the event with the Ambassador of the Netherlands
to Australia, H.E. Ardi Stoios-Braken, who will discuss
ongoing regional tensions that are shaping an
incredibly contested geopolitical landscape and the
need to strengthen the relationship between Australia
and Europe.

For more information, visit [AlIA].

23 May 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

Centering the North Caucasus in Russian
Affairs

The North Caucasus is an ethnically, linguistically, and
religiously diverse region in southwestern Russia that
tends to be viewed through the lens of its often
strained relationship with Moscow. This discussion will
feature three scholars who study the North Caucasus.
They will speak about the complex economic, societal,
and demographic changes that are taking place in the
region, as well as the region’s direct and indirect role in
Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

23 May 2024 @ 2:00- 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA
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Bridging Histories, Forging Futures:
Celebrating 200 Years of Brazil-US
Relations

In May 2024, the United States and Brazil celebrate the
bicentennial of their diplomatic relations. To
commemorate this milestone, the Wilson Center’s
Brazil Institute will host a dialogue exploring how the
shared experiences of the transatlantic slave trade and
efforts to promote racial equality play an important
role in the relationship between the United States and
Brazil. The discussion will also examine initiatives by
governments, civil society institutions, and the private
sector in both countries to combat racism, address
racial health disparities, and promote environmental
justice, access to education and economic opportunity,
and equality in the justice system.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

23 May 2024 @ 12:00- 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stanford
University, USA

Parliaments in Times of Democratic
Erosion

How does the presence of extremist parties in
parliaments modify parliamentary norms? In this talk,
the speaker will draw on two recent papers to examine
the responses of mainstream politicians to the
disruptive strategies of extremist legislators. The first
study will examine the dynamics of parliamentary
erosion during the Weimar parliament. Using a novel
dataset of all calls-to-order, the speaker will document
the existence of a cycle of provocation-counter
provocation that led to the erosion of parliamentary
norms in the last years of the Weimar Republic.

For more information, visit [Stanford].

23 May 2024 @ 1:00- 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The Cato
Institute, USA

Less Bureaucracy, More Democracy-
lowa’s Pathway to a Brighter Future

Nationally, people are tired of the regulatory state
especially with unelected government officials making
rules, passing decrees, and imposing policies on how
they can work, live, and pursue happiness. Join the
event for a discussion on regulatory reduction and how
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state leaders are hacking away at the overgrowth of
the regulatory state.

For more information, visit [Cato].

24 May 2024 @ 8:15 -9:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Inter-
American Dialogue, USA

The Security Challenge for Democracies in
Latin America

To discuss the security challenges in the region and
their implications on democracy, the Dialogue’s Rule of
Law Program, International IDEA, and Agora will host a
hybrid event. How is security policy part of the
electoral map in the region this year, and to what
extent? Is the Bukele security model replicable in the
region? What makes it unique? What are the main
challenges to advancing a democratic public security
policy that is implemented within the boundaries of
the rule of law? Where could such a policy be found
and how can it be replicated?

For more information, visit [Dialogue].

24 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Inter-
American Dialogue, USA

A Fireside Chat with Lourdes Melgar

To understand how the next Mexican president might
maneuver her country through these challenges, the
Inter-American Dialogue has invited Lourdes Melgar to
share insights through a fireside chat. Melgar is
arenowned expert of Mexican energy, a research
affiliate at MIT's Center for Collective Intelligence and a
non-resident fellow at the Center of Energy Studies of
the Baker Institute. In Mexico, Melgar previously
served as deputy secretary of energy for hydrocarbons
(2014-16) and undersecretary for electricity (2012-
2014) during the time of design, negotiation, and initial
implementations of Mexico's energy reform.

For more information, visit [Dialogue].

24 May 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Foreign Policy
Research Institute, USA
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Russia and China in Central Asia: Potential
for Direct Competition

China and Russia are by far the most influential
external powers in Central Asia, but their influence
takes different forms. China is the undisputed
economic leader in the region, while Russia remains
the primary political partner. Moscow's influence has
suffered in the wake of its invasion of Ukraine, but its
links with regional elites are proving deep and durable.
While overt Chinese-Russian competition has yet to
emerge in the region, the trend lines point in that
direction. Regional states, especially Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan, are using increased great power interest in
their region to assert their own interests. Join the event
to learn more.

For more information, visit [FPRI].

24 May 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

The Atlantic partnership: African
perspectives on the way forward

Each year for Africa Day, the Africa Center organizes
high-level programming to highlight new
developments and initiatives that enhance the US-
Africa relationship. Past events have included

Africa's geopolitical role in the aftermath of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine and a series

of Democratic and Republican policy priorities toward
the continent. This year, the Africa Center will highlight
the role of the new Partnership for Atlantic
Cooperation in strengthening old ties and shared
values.

For more information, visit [Atlantic].

28 May 2024 @ 3:45- 5:15 p.m. (GMT+5:30), Centre
for Policy Research, India

Between the Epic and the Ordinary: The
Politics of Contemporary Indian Urban
Writing in English

While the city has arguably been central to the Indian
novel in English since the 1980s, the profusion of
urban novels, essays, and literary reportages published
since the 2000s reveals important formal and thematic
shifts in the literary discourse on Indian cities. The
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presentation will take as its starting point the speaker’s
doctoral dissertation, which attempts to locate this
literary urban phenomenon in the context of India’s
embrace of global capitalism in the 1990s. Join this
event to learn more.

For more information, visit [CPR].

28 May 2024 @ 4:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT+3), Finnish
Institute Of International Affairs, Finland

The US and China: 7 years of discord and
implications for Europe

With the unleashing of a trade/tariff war with China in
2018, the United States shifted from a strategy of
dialogue and engagement to a policy of competition,
containment, and coercion. Relying on the increasingly
questioned norms and institutions established by the
West after WWII, the U.S. is seeking partnerships to
bypass China in global supply chains, global
investment, and standard setting. What have been the
results of this approach? Ambassador Chas Freeman,
visiting scholar at Brown University's Watson Institute
for International and Public Affairs, former Assistant
Secretary of Defense and former Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia and Chargé in Beijing, will share his frank
assessment, including effects on the global order,
major alliances, China’s own policies and U.S.
diplomacy.

For more information, visit [FIIA].

28 May 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Foreign Policy
Research Institute, USA

Inside North Korea: Decoding the
Enigmatic Regime

Join this virtual event on North Korea with Yong Suk
Lee, a former CIA analyst who spent over two decades
studying one of the world's most mysterious nations.
From its origins under the leadership of Kim Il Sung to
the present-day rule of Kim Jong Un, Lee delves into
the politics, grand strategy, and palace intrigue that
shapes North Korea's trajectory. Drawing on his
extensive experience, Lee provides valuable insights
into an increasingly dangerous country. The future of
North Korea will have a profound impact on the safety
and security of the United States and its partners.

For more information, visit [FPRI].
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28 May 2024 @ 1:00 -2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), The Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, UK

RUSI Annual Security Lecture 2024 by
Stephen Kavanagh, UK Candidate for
INTERPOL

In the year that INTERPOL elects its new Secretary-
General, Stephen Kavanagh will reflect on the most
pressing crime threats from a global perspective, and
how the world can come together in a community built
on trust, resilience, and strategic readiness to protect
the public.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

28 May 2024 @ 4:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

China's Rise, Russia's Invasion, and
America's Struggle to Defend the West: A
Conversation with David Sanger

Based on a remarkable array of interviews with top
officials from five presidential administrations, U.S.
intelligence agencies, foreign governments, and tech
companies, Sanger unfolds a riveting narrative spun
around the era’s critical questions: Will the mistakes
Putin made in his invasion of Ukraine prove his
undoing and will he reach for his nuclear arsenal—or
will the West's famously short attention span signal
Kyiv's doom? Will Xi invade Taiwan? Will both men
deepen their partnership to undercut America’s
dominance? And can a politically dysfunctional America
still lead the world?

For more information, visit [CSIS].

28 May 2024 @ 1:00 -2:30 p.m. (GMT+2), South
African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA),
South Africa

Secessionism, Self-Determination and the
Role of Digital Diplomacy

This webinar will present findings from SAIIA's
research into the struggle for state recognition,
focusing on the cases of Somaliland and the Sahrawi
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Arab Democratic Republic, as well as the role digital
diplomacy can play as a foreign policy tool for
unrecognized states.

For more information, visit [SAIIA].

28 May 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Exploring Nahdlatul Ulama and
Muhammadiyah’s Engagement with China

This seminar seeks to diverge from the prevalent
discourse on China’s religious diplomacy by delving
into the motivations behind the active involvement of
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) and Muhammadiyah,
Indonesia’s foremost Islamic organizations, in
engagements with China. It proposes that both NU and
Muhammadiyah view interactions with Chinese entities
as strategic endeavors to advance their respective
religious ideologies. However, their approaches exhibit
distinct nuances. Join the event to learn more about
this topic.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

28 May 2024 @ 5:30 -7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs, Australia

South Asia Seminar Series 2024: Indo-
Pacific Security and the Middle East

This seminar, the second of three, will focus on
security issues in the Indo-Pacific region from a South
Asia perspective and will examine how global issues
are affecting allies and adversaries in the Indo-Pacific.
How do the current military conflicts in Ukraine and
the Middle East, including Iran, affect South Asian
interests in the relationships between China, the US,
and other countries in the Indo-Pacific?

For more information, visit [AlIA].

28 May 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

Election Series | Gender Based Violence in
Mexican Politics
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The elections on June 2, 2024 will have a profound
impact on the daily lives of the people of Mexico. In
light of this, the Mexico Institute is hosting a series of
webinars to provide nonpartisan expert insights and
analysis to voters and concrete recommendations to
incoming Mexican leaders. This event will discuss the
paradox this election cycle presents. It is historic for
gender equity in the Mexico, as for the first time, both
of the leading candidates are women. However,
Mexican women, including those in positions of power
continue to struggle to curb atrocious levels of violence
against women and entrenched patriarchal attitudes in
society.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

28 May 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

Brown Capital Management Africa Forum
Relaunch: Sovereign Wealth Funds and
Infrastructure Development in Africa

The speakers will discuss the importance of African
SWFs, and the role that they can play in de-risking
private investment for infrastructure development,
especially at the city or subnational level. They will also
highlight some of the risks and opportunities for
African SWFs and infrastructure investments.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

28 May 2024 @ 12:00- 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

The High Seas Treaty and Latin America’s
Role in Marine Conservation

Join the Wilson Center’s Latin America Program and
Environmental Change and Security Program, in
partnership with the Natural Resources Defense
Council, to discuss the importance of the High Seas
Treaty and its ratification and implementation,
including the role of the United States and Latin
America in supporting the creation of ambitious
marine protected areas in the Western Hemisphere.

For more information, visit [Wilson].
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28 May 2024 @ 12:00- 1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Stanford
University, USA

2024: A Decisive Year in Russia's War in
Ukraine

In 2022, Russia initiated an unprovoked attack on
Ukraine, marking the largest conflict in Europe since
World War Il. Despite initial gains, Putin was unable to
change the political landscape in Kyiv, and
approximately half of the territories initially seized by
Russian forces were later reclaimed by Ukraine.
However, the war is far from over. The war has also
tested American leadership, particularly as China and
France have expanded their international influence.
The upcoming U.S. presidential election further
escalates the uncertainty, as continued American
support for Ukraine is critical. A Ukrainian victory is
pivotal not only for regional stability but also for the
security of American citizens. Join the event to learn
more.

For more information, visit [Stanford].

Recent Book Releases

Mike Hixenbaugh, They Came for the Schools: One
Town's Fight Over Race and Identity, and the New War
for America's Classrooms, Mariner Books, 288 pages,
published May 14, 2024. For a review, see [The Foreign
Affairs Review of Books].

Jason Bell, Cracking the Nazi Code: The Untold Story
of Agent A12 and the Solving of the Holocaust Code,
Pegasus Books, 352 pages, published April 30, 2024.
For a review, see [The Foreign Affairs Review of Books].

Fareed Zakaria, Age of Revolutions: Progress and
Backlash From 1600 to the Present, W. \W. Norton &
Company, 400 pages, published March 26, 2024. For a
review, see [The Foreign Affairs Review of Books].

Annie Jacobsen, Nuclear War: A Scenario, Dutton, 400
pages, published March 26, 2024. For a review, see
[The Foreign Affairs Review of Books].

William C. Potter, et al. Death Dust: The Rise, Decline,
and Future of Radiological Weapons Programs,
Stanford University Press, 230 pages, published
December 19, 2023. For a review, see [The Foreign
Affairs Review of Books].

Richard Sakwa, The Lost Peace: How the West Failed
to Prevent a Second Cold War, Yale University Press,
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448 pages, published November 28, 2023. For a review,
see [The Foreign Affairs Review of Books].

Ivo Ganchev, Lessons from Regional Responses to
Security, Health and Environmental Challenges in
Latin America, Vernon Press, 358 pages, published
November 14, 2023. For a review, see [The LSE Review
of Books].

Van Jackson, Grand Strategies of the Left: The Foreign
Policy of Progressive Worldmaking, Cambridge
University Press, 234 pages, published November 2,
2023. For a review, see [The Foreign Affairs Review of
Books].

Margaret M. Power, Solidarity across the Americas:
The Puerto Rican Nationalist Party and Anti-
imperialism, The University of North Carolina Press,
308 pages, published April 4, 2023. For a review, see
[The Los Angeles Review of Books].

Calls

The Open University of Catalonia invites paper
proposals for its international conference “The
Crossroad of International Environmental Law
Enforcement,” to be held on December 2-3, 2024. The
deadline for abstract submission is July 1, 2024. For
more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Florida State University College of Law and Loyola
University Chicago School of Law invite paper
proposals for the Fifteenth Annual Constitutional Law
Colloquium, to be held on November 15-16m 2024, at
Florida State University College of Law. The deadline
for abstract submission is June 18, 2024. For more
information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an IC to advise on the National Action
Plan on Bribery and Corruption to be based in Sri
Lanka. Applications are accepted until May 27, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Gender and Stakeholder
Consultation Expert in Vietnam. Applications are
accepted until May 31, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Humanitarian, Development,
and Peace Specialist. Applications are accepted until
June 1, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant to
support Communications Outreach in Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until May 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Develop&pilot preretirement career
planning-law enforcement. Applications are accepted
until May 30, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Evaluation Specialist/Consultant:
Stabilization, Peace, and Resilience in Libya.
Applications are accepted until June 3, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Human Resources Officer to be based in Islamabad,
Pakistan. Applications are accepted until June 8, 2024.
More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Communications support Officer based in Bosnia
and Herzegovina-Sarajevo. Applications are accepted
until June 7, 2024. More information is provided at
[WHO].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a
Government Partnerships Consultant - Social
Protection. Applications are accepted until June 2,
2024. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks Legal
Officer to be based in Rome, Italy. Applications are
accepted until June 5, 2024. More information is
provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a
Programme Policy Officer. The duty station is in Juba,
South Sudan. Applications are accepted until May 28,
2024. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a
Partnerships & Strategic Engagement Consultant.
Applications are accepted until May 28, 2024. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Programme and Operations Specialist to be based in
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Bangladesh-Dhaka. Applications are accepted until
May 30, 2024. More information is provided at [FAQO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Junior Liaison Specialist. The primary location for
this post is in Belgium-Bruxelles. Applications are
accepted until May 29, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAO].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for an
Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination in
the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs. Applications are accepted until June 14,
2024. More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Senior Leadership Recruitment Expert. Applications
are accepted until May 26, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Development Coordination Officer, Partnerships.
Applications are accepted until May 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Regional Coordination Officer to be based in Bangkok,
Thailand. Applications are accepted until June 14, 2024.
More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Legal Officer. Applications are accepted until May 31,
2024. More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
National Evaluation Expert for UNSDCF. Applications
are accepted until May 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Legal Assistant to be based in New York, USA. This
position is located in the Codification Division, Office of
Legal Affairs. Applications are accepted until June 13,
2024. More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a Communications & Development Intern. The
position is remote and part-time. Applications are
accepted until July 17, 2024. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for an Employment Services Coordinator to be based
in Baltimore, USA. Applications are accepted until June
10, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for an Intensive Case Management Caseworker.
Applications are accepted until July 13, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for candidates for a hybrid position in Legal Assistant,
legal Services. Applications are accepted until July 13,
2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Development Coordinator based in Tucson, USA.
Applications are accepted until July 14, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a candidate to fill the position of Deputy Director of
Programs in Mexico City. Applications are accepted
until July 14, 2024. More information is provided at
[IRC].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Programme Management Officer in
Brussels. Applications are accepted until June 30, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNEP].

The World Bank is looking for a Counsel in the Legal
sector to be based in Washington, DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until May 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [World Bank].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
is looking for Legal Research Consultant to be based in
Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted until May 27,
2024. More information is provided at [[OM].

The FHI 360 is looking for a Finance Officer. The
position will ideally be based in Maseru, Lesotho, and
work out of the FHI 360 Office. More information is
provided at [FHI 360].

The FHI 360 is looking for a Communication and
Advocacy Specialist. The position will be based in FHI
360 Lesotho Office, Maseru, Lesotho. More
information is provided at [FHI 360].

The Kingston Business School is looking for a
Lecturer in Business Law. Applications are accepted
until June 3, 2024. More information is provided at
[Kingston].

The University of Oxford - is looking for
Departmental Lecturer in Law, and Fellow in Law.
Applications are accepted until June 4, 2024. More
information is provided at [Oxford].
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UAL Decolonising Arts Institute (DeAl) is looking for
a professor in Anti/Post/Decolonial Theories and
Praxes. Applications are accepted until June 26, 2024.
More information is provided at [DeAl].

The School of Slavonic and East European Studies
(SSEES) at UCL is looking for a Lecturer (Teaching) in
Post-Soviet Politics. Applications are accepted until

June 9, 2024. More information is provided at [UCL].

The Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose
(IIPP) at UCL is looking for a Policy Fellow Industrial
Strategy. Applications are accepted until June 4, 2024.
More information is provided at [UCL].

Department of Politics and International Relations
in University of Aberdeen is looking for a Teaching
Fellow. Applications are accepted until 29 May, 2024.
More information is provided at [Aberdeen].

The RMIT University is looking for a Senior
Lecturer/Lecturer in International Business.
Applications are accepted until 26 May, 2024. More
information is provided at [RMIT].

The Liverpool Hope University is searching for
candidates for the position of Head of the School of
Law and Criminology to join their team. Applications
are accepted until June 10, 2024. More information is
provided at [Liverpool].

The SOAS University of London is looking for a
Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Finance (AER). Applications
are accepted until July 5, 2024. More information is
provided at [SOAS].

Faculty of Social Sciences at Sheffield University is
looking for a Lecturer in Law. Applications are
accepted until June 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [Sheffield].

Team:

Alexandra Antonic (aa), Anna Chong (ac), Aye Moe Pwint
Phyu, Bintang Wicaksono Ajie (ba), Busawan
Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felicitas
Diecke (fd), Florian Gareis (fg), Hamza Gharfane (hgh),
Henning Glaser (hg), Jason Wang (jw), Jennifer Martinez
(jm), Joseph Black (jb), Laurence Brenner (Ib), Lottie van
Wijck (lvw), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen (ms), Myat
Sandar Zaw (msz), Nang Su Thiri Win (nw), Pakkanut
Srinives (ps), Rhea Maggs (rm), Saw Lalbwel Htoo

(sh), Shreya Goyal (sg), Theodore Griffin (tg), Thurein Lynn
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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