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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Senegal’s

Independence Day and Iceland’s and Kuwait’s National

Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Inflation steady in May as deflation

concerns persist

(ms) China's consumer price index (CPI) increased by

0.3 percent in May compared to the same period last

year, according to the National Bureau of Statistics

(NBS). This figure matches the CPI growth in April and

remains well below the government's target of 3

percent, continuing to raise concerns about deflation

in the world's second-largest economy.

China's CPI has stayed near zero since April last year,

contrasting with the high inflation rates seen in many

Western countries. This trend has sparked worries

about deflation, particularly as the economy struggles

with weak consumer spending and an uneven recovery

from the pandemic.



The producer price index (PPI), which measures the

cost of goods leaving factories, fell for the 20th

consecutive month in May, dropping 1.4 percent year-

on-year. However, this was an improvement from

April's 2.5 percent decrease. On a month-to-month

basis, the PPI rose 0.2 percent in May, ending a six-

month decline.

Analysts noted that the slight improvement in PPI was

mainly driven by global commodity prices, such as

copper and gold, rather than domestic demand and

warned that deflationary pressures remain a concern.

Food prices, a significant component of CPI, decreased

by 2 percent year-on-year in May, with overall food

prices likely to remain deflated. Non-food prices also

saw a slight decline of 0.2 percent month-to-month.

May's core inflation, which excludes volatile food and

energy prices, increased by 0.6 percent year-on-year.

This indicates some stability in underlying consumer

prices. [China Daily] [Economic Observer in Chinese]

Public sector costs, such as train tickets and utilities,

are set to rise due to cost pressures and tight local

finances. High-speed rail ticket prices will increase by

around 20 percent, and water rates are expected to

rise in certain areas. These changes could influence

future CPI figures.

The Chinese government has introduced measures to

stimulate the economy, including a USD 41.5 billion

funding initiative to support the struggling property

sector. However, property sales have not shown

significant recovery, indicating that more

comprehensive policies may be needed to boost

domestic demand effectively.

Overall, China's inflation data shows minor

improvements but also highlights ongoing deflationary

risks. Significant policy interventions may be necessary

to sustain economic stability and growth.  [Michael

Pettis via Twitter] [South China Morning Post]

China: World Bank raises GDP growth

forecast to 4.8 percent

(jg) The World Bank released its latest China Economic

Update on June 14 where it raised its prediction on

China’s GDP growth rate from 0.3 percent to 4.8

percent. It stated this was due to China’s foreign trade

being stronger than had been perceived in December

2023, when the last forecast was made by the World

Bank. [China Daily]
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The World Bank further noted that China’s exports

increased by 1.5 percent in the first quarter 2024, as

there has recently been a stronger demand from

developed markets and Asian economies.

Furthermore, services exports increased by 6.4 percent

due to a recovery in inbound tourism and transport

services. Despite this, the growth momentum is likely

to weaken to 4.1 percent in 2025 and 4 percent in

2026.

The World Bank made further statements, predicting

that new measures the Chinese government has taken

to support the weak property sector could stabilize the

industry sooner than expected; these include lowering

the minimum downpayment required when buying

homes and repealing the floor on mortgage rates.

Moreover, the World Bank argued that deeper

structural reforms are required in order to combat

long-term economic issues, and a faster transition to

carbon neutrality can be achieved through policy

implementation that would boost demand for green

technologies. [Yicai Global]

China: Hong Kong cancels passports of six

UK-based activists under new security law

(ms) Hong Kong authorities have canceled the

passports of six democracy activists living in the United

Kingdom, using powers granted by the new Article 23

security law, that came into effect in March (see AiR

No. 13, March/2024, 4). The individuals affected are

Nathan Law, Christopher Mung Siu-tat, Finn Lau,

Simon Cheng, Johnny Fok, and Tony Choi. These

activists were previously issued arrest warrants for

alleged national security offenses and had USD 130

thousand bounties placed on them (see AiR No. 27,

July/2023, 1).

Passport cancellations are the first application of the

expanded competences of the government to address

threats to national security under the city’s own

national security law. The law was passed by the pro-

Beijing Legislative Council in March and supplements

the national security law Beijing imposed in 2020 after

pro-democracy protests. Under the new measures, it is

illegal to provide the affected individuals with funds or

engage in business with them, with violations

punishable by up to seven years in prison.

The Hong Kong government described the activists as

"lawless wanted criminals" who continue to endanger

national security from abroad. The government

accused them of spreading harmful remarks and
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colluding with foreign forces. However, some activists,

including Finn Lau, dismissed the cancellations, noting

they never held Hong Kong passports. [Hong Kong

Free Press]

The move has drawn international criticism. The

United States and Australia expressed concerns, with

Washington urging Hong Kong to stop intimidating and

silencing dissidents. The UK’s minister for the Indo-

Pacific, Anne-Marie Trevelyan, condemned the decision

as an unacceptable punishment for freedom of

expression. The European Union and Canada also

criticized the extraterritorial application of Hong Kong’s

security laws.

The passport cancellations come on the fifth

anniversary of a major escalation in the 2019 Hong

Kong protests, highlighting the ongoing crackdown on

dissent. [Deutsche Welle]

China: Former Tibet party chief Wu Yingjie

faces corruption probe

(ms) Wu Yingjie, former Communist Party Secretary of

the Tibet Autonomous Region, is currently under

investigation by China’s Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection (CCDI) and the National

Supervisory Commission for alleged "serious violations

of discipline and laws." This investigation, part of

China's ongoing anti-corruption campaign, marks Wu

as the eighth ministerial-level official targeted since the

20th Communist Party congress in 2022.

Details regarding the specific allegations against Wu

have not been disclosed. However, the term "serious

violations of discipline and laws" is often used as an

euphemism to charges related to corruption or abuse

of power within the Communist Party ranks. [Radio

Free Asia] [South China Morning Post]

China: Adidas probes allegations of

bribery by senior managers in China

(ms) Adidas has launched an investigation into serious

allegations of bribery involving senior staff in its

Chinese operations. The probe was initiated following

a whistleblower complaint detailing embezzlement

amounting to "millions of euros" by senior Adidas

employees in China. The complaint, reportedly

authored by individuals claiming to be Adidas China
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employees, surfaced on both internal channels and

Chinese social media platform Xiaohongshu.

The accusations specifically target senior managers

who allegedly received kickbacks from external service

providers contracted by Adidas. These kickbacks

purportedly included substantial sums of cash and

even real estate. While no individuals have been

formally named or suspended pending investigation,

Adidas has confirmed receiving the anonymous

complaint on June 7 and is conducting a thorough

investigation with the assistance of external legal

counsel.

This development comes at a critical time for Adidas,

which has been navigating challenges in its Chinese

market. The company underwent a leadership

overhaul in 2023 in response to declining sales

exacerbated by consumer backlash over its refusal to

buy cotton from the Xinjiang region, as the cotton

industry in the region is allegedly in connection to

forced labor. However, recent forecasts indicate

optimism for a sales rebound in China, with

expectations of double-digit growth rates. [Al Jazeera]

[Financial Times]

China: Hong Kong Justice Department

appeals only one of two acquitted “Hong

Kong 47”

(ms) Hong Kong’s Department of Justice (DoJ)

announced on June 13 that it will not appeal the

acquittal of former district councilor Lee Yue-shun,

who was cleared at the end of May of conspiring to

commit subversion (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1).

However, the DoJ will appeal the acquittal of barrister

Lawrence Lau, who was also cleared of the same

charge.

Lee Yue-shun and Lawrence Lau were among 16

democrats tried in the major national security case of

the “Hong Kong 47” related to an unofficial primary

election held in July 2020 (see AiR No. 29, July/2020, 3).

They were accused of planning to use their legislative

powers to block bills of the city government, including

the budget, to force the resignation of the chief

executive and cause a government shutdown. This

group of originally 47 individuals was arrested in

January 2021 under the Beijing-imposed national

security law.

The court acquitted Lee, stating that he was a

“latecomer” to the Civic Party’s primary election

campaign and did not participate in critical meetings or
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endorse the "Resolute Resistance, Inked Without

Regret" declaration, which urged the use of legislative

power to meet the demands of protestors. The judges

found insufficient evidence to prove Lee's involvement

in the subversion conspiracy.

Both Lee and Lau were granted bail while awaiting

trial. Following their acquittals, a government

prosecutor initially indicated an intention to appeal

both rulings. However, the DoJ confirmed it would only

proceed with the appeal against Lau.

This case is significant as it marks the first acquittals

under the national security law, which was enacted by

Beijing in June 2020. The law criminalizes subversion,

secession, collusion with foreign forces, and terrorist

acts, and has led to numerous arrests and changes in

Hong Kong's legal framework.

Mitigation for the convicted defendants will begin later

this month, with several former district councilors and

activists scheduled to appear in court on June 25.

Those convicted under the national security law face

penalties up to life imprisonment. [Hong Kong Free

Press]

China: Hong Kong media faces tightened

controls under New Security Law, yet

public trust rises

(ms) In the wake of the introduction of the city’s own

national security law in the end of March this year (see

AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1) Hong Kong's media industry

is grappling with stronger control and restriction,

however despite these challenges shows a recent

study of the Reuters Institute for the Study of

Journalism, that the public trust in the city’s news

landscape. 

The new national security law, which includes laws

against treason, secession, sedition, and subversion,

has drawn criticism for its broad definitions, potentially

endangering journalists. The Hong Kong Foreign

Correspondents’ Club (FCC) reported that 67 percent of

its members now practice self-censorship, avoiding

sensitive topics that could lead to legal issues.

Similarly, the Hong Kong Journalists Association (HKJA)

has seen its membership drop from 800 in 2019 to

around 300, indicating a significant exit of journalists

from the profession.

Despite these challenges, a recent study by the Reuters

Institute for the Study of Journalism shows an increase

in public trust in news, rising from 39 percent in 2023
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to 55 percent in 2024. Traditional news brands and

broadcasters have seen improved trust scores,

although digital-only outlets remain less trusted.

However, financial difficulties continue to plague the

media industry. The shift from print to digital media

has accelerated, leading to a decline in advertising

revenue. The free newspaper Sky Post stopped its print

edition, resulting in layoffs. TVB, a major broadcaster,

is also facing financial losses, leading to staff cuts and

the reduction of its free TV channels from five to four.

YouTube has become the most popular platform for

news consumption, reflecting changing habits as many

people turn to online sources, including channels

operated by overseas commentators.

The introduction of the new national security

provisions has negatively impacted Hong Kong's

standing in global press freedom rankings. The city has

seen numerous journalists arrested, newsrooms

raided, and the closure of significant media outlets like

Apple Daily and Stand News. More than 1,000

journalists have lost their jobs, with many leaving the

city.

Chief Executive John Lee has claimed that press

freedom is secure, but government actions suggest a

more restrictive environment. The new editorial

guidelines at RTHK, the government-funded

broadcaster, and the reluctance of government

departments to engage with the media further

illustrate these constraints. [Hong Kong Free Press]

[Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism]

China: #MeToo activist and labor leader

sentenced to prison for subversion

(ms) Chinese #MeToo activist and journalist Sophia

Huang Xueqin has been sentenced to five years in

prison. Labor activist Wang Jianbing, who stood trial

with Huang, received a three-and-a-half-year sentence.

Both were convicted of "inciting subversion of state

power," a charge commonly used by the Chinese

government against dissidents.

The Guangzhou Intermediate People’s Court delivered

the sentences nearly 1,000 days after the activists were

detained in September 2021. The charges related to

their organization of gatherings where young Chinese

discussed social issues such as feminism, LGBTQ+

rights, and labor conditions. Their trial, held last year,

was conducted behind closed doors. Heavy security

surrounded the court during the verdict

announcement on June 14.
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Huang, a 35-year-old journalist known for her work on

China’s #MeToo movement, and the 2019 Hong Kong

protests, plans to appeal her sentence, according to

her supporters. Wang, 40, who has provided legal

support to workers and people with disabilities, has

not yet indicated whether he will appeal. [Al Jazeera]

The activists were detained just a day before Huang

was scheduled to fly to the UK to begin a master's

degree at the University of Sussex on a British

government-funded scholarship. Supporters reported

that both Huang and Wang were subjected to solitary

confinement and harsh interrogations during their

detention. Amnesty International noted that dozens of

their friends were also interrogated and had their

homes searched. [Nikkei Asia]

The charge of "inciting subversion" carries a maximum

prison term of five years, which can be extended if the

accused is deemed a ringleader or has committed

serious crimes. The UN Working Group on Arbitrary

Detention has previously determined that Wang’s

detention was arbitrary and has called on China to

revise its laws to align with international standards.

Sarah Brooks, China Director at Amnesty International,

condemned the convictions, stating, "These convictions

show how determined the Chinese government is to

suppress activists who speak out to protect the rights

of others." Brooks called for the immediate release of

both Huang and Wang. [The Guardian]

China: Three Type 055 destroyers

deployed for training in South China Sea

(ms) China has deployed three of its most advanced

Type 055 destroyers for a training exercise in the South

China Sea, according to state media. The exercise

involved the warships Xianyang, Zunyi, and Yanan, and

aimed to test maritime assault, anti-submarine

operations, and air defense capabilities. The operation

lasted six days and five nights, reflecting the People’s

Liberation Army's (PLA) increasing military activities in

the disputed waters.

The PLA’s Southern Theatre Command, which oversees

the South China Sea, conducted the drill. It is notable

for the rare deployment of three Type 055 destroyers

in a single mission. These warships, along with the

Type 052C destroyer Haikou, practiced various combat

scenarios including main gun firing, precision strikes,

and anti-aircraft maneuvers. The exercise also featured

a shipborne helicopter coordinating with the fleet to

conduct submarine searches. [Global Times]
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The deployment comes amid rising tensions between

China and the Philippines over territorial disputes in

the South China Sea. Recent incidents have included

China using water cannons on Philippine ships and

collisions between vessels near the Philippine-held

Second Thomas Shoal. China has accused the

Philippines of carrying out illegal transport and repair

missions in the disputed area.

The exercise's timing coincides with heightened

regional military activity, including a joint US-Philippine

military exercise simulating the sinking of a ship and

retaking control of enemy-held islands. Additionally,

the USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier recently

passed through the South China Sea with French and

Canadian warships as part of the Valiant Shield 2024

exercise. [South China Morning Post]

China: Boost of aviation research

investment with new fund amid C919

success

(ms) China is intensifying its investment in aviation

research following the successful first year of its home-

grown C919 commercial jet's operation. The Ministry of

Industry and Information Technology and the National

Natural Science Foundation have announced a new

capital fund dedicated to advancing aircraft research,

particularly focusing on developing widebody planes

and increasing domestic production of key

components.

The exact size of the fund remains undisclosed, but

industry insiders estimate it to be in the billions of

yuan, (1 USD equals 7.25 RMB). This move underscores

Beijing's long-term strategy to fill its airspace with

domestically manufactured planes, reducing reliance

on foreign sources for advanced components like

engines and avionics.

The C919's launch, a significant achievement by the

state-owned Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China

(Comac), marked a pivotal moment in China's aviation

history. Building on this momentum, the new fund

aims to lay a more solid foundation for future

advancements, potentially closing the gap with

Western aerospace giants Airbus and Boeing. [South

China Morning Post]

China: Prototype of new cargo drone is

put to test as part of strategic industry
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push

(jg) On June 12, China put to test the new cargo drone

HH-100, built by Aviation Industry Corp of China (AVIC).

The prototype took off from Lantian general Airport in

Xi’an, Shaanxi province and landed back at the same

airport nine minutes later.

The unmanned aircraft has been designed with a

maximum take-off weight of 2,000 kilograms, a

payload of 700 kilograms, and a full-weight range of

520 kilometers. It has a maximum cruise speed of 300

kilometers per hour and a maximum operating altitude

of 5,000 meters. Furthermore, its labor production

costs are kept relatively low because China already has

a well-established domestic electronics industry chain

where drone firms can source electronic components.

As it only has the capacity to carry 4 cubic meters of

cargo, its main function will be in short-range delivery,

or branch-line logistics. However, as part of China’s

low-altitude aircraft economy, it also has the potential

of playing a significant role in firefighting missions,

delivering emergency aid and communication,

according to AVIC. [China Daily] [South China Morning

Post]

China: Central bank keeps key lending

rate unchanged

(jg) On June 17, China’s central bank, the People’s Bank

of China (PBOC), announced it would keep a key policy

lending rate steady, displaying caution on monetary

easing in an effort to prevent the Chinese yuan from

falling further. China’s yuan has already lost more than

2.1 percent against the US dollar so far this year. The

PBOC held the rate on CNY 182 billion (USD 25.08

billion) of one-year medium-term lending facility loans

to financial institutions at 2.5 percent for the tenth

consecutive month.

The PBOC’s decision is a further attempt to target

excessive liquidity, as a maturing loan of CNY 235

billion in June alone suggests a net drain of CNY 55

billion from the banking system. The net interest

margin, which measures lenders’ profitability, has

fallen to 1.54 percent this month, down from 1.69

percent in the previous three months.

The hold on the medium-term lending rate suggests

that the benchmark loan prime rate will also remain

the same as last month, as lenders price their prime

loans using the medium-term lending rate. The PBOC
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will release its loan prime rate on June 20. [Reuters 1]

[Reuters 2]

Since May, China’s finance ministry has been selling

CNY 1 trillion in long-term special treasury bonds in

order to use the funds raised to stimulate key sectors

of the flagging economy. Official data from last week

demonstrated that demands for bank-issued loans

continued to drop in May.

Official data from last week demonstrated that

demands for bank-issued loans continued to drop in

May, an indicator of the weakness of credit demand.

Chinese banks issues 950 billion yuan in May 2024,

compared to 730 billion yuan in April 2024. More

specifically, corporate loans fell from 860 billion yuan

in April to 740 billion yuan in May. Household loans,

comprising mainly of mortgages, expanded 75.7 billion

yuan in May, compared with a contraction of 516.6

billion yuan in May. Analysts are further concerned

about the outlook of China’s USD 18.6 trillion economy,

as different areas of it recover at different rates.

[Reuters 3]

China is seen as still having room to lower interest

rates, with economists expecting China will loosen its

monetary policy in the second half of 2024 and

attempt to support the economy through trimming

policy rates and slashing the number of deposits banks

must set aside to the PBOC. Nevertheless, others

argue that China’s ability to adjust monetary policy is

heavily influenced by internal and external constraints.

[Market Watch]

China: Evergrande liquidation law firm

probing PwC

(jg) In January 2024, a Hong Kong court ordered

Chinese property-giant Evergrande to liquidate, after it

failed to present an acceptable plan to recover from

the USD 23 billion worth of offshore debt it has

amassed. The court assigned liquidators from Alvarez

& Marsal Asia, two of whom are now working with

Hong Kong-based law firm Kara So to move forward

with the liquidation process. The appointed lawyers

running the liquidation process have begun what is

thought to be only the first in a series of investigations

into Evergrande’s service providers, in an attempt to

recover losses for creditors.

As Evergrande has accumulated over USD 300 billion in

total liabilities, liquidation is a potentially successful

method of recovering funds. Included in the

investigation is PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), as the
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lawyers also look into any evidence of wrongdoing or

negligence within Evergrande, its management, and

external adviser, that may have led to it defaulting on

its debt.  

Although Evergrande and the appointed Kara So

lawyers have declined to comment, offshore investors

predict that the entire process of Evergrande’s

liquidation could take over ten years to complete.

As China’s property market has continues to face

challenges, Evergrande is only one of several property

development companies to find themselves in great

debt. Evergrande’s liquidation may act as a blueprint in

future for other firms facing similar irreparable debt

issues. [Reuters]

China: Level-IV emergency activated amid

droughts and floods

(jg) On June 12, China activated a Level-IV emergency in

eight provincial-level regions, in response to the

droughts being faced by central and eastern areas in

China, after high temperatures and low precipitation

have persisted since May. The emergency response is

the lowest in a four-tier system that legally requires

that a team of experts are dispatched to the areas

concerned within 24 hours, and that the situation is

monitored constantly.

The State Flood Control and Drought Relief

Headquarters sent two teams of relief services to

Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi, Henan, and Shandong

provinces, where over 300 million people have been

affected by the droughts. 

China’s weather bureau forecast that the drought will

continue to develop, temperatures are expected to

continue rising. According to the state broadcaster

CCTV, Hebei, Henan, and Shandong provinces could

reach 44 degrees Celsius, which could break historical

records for the month of June. In addition, surface

temperatures in some localities in Shanxi and Shaanxi

provinces could hit 70 degrees Celsius.

On June 14, the Ministry of Water Resource also

initiated a four-level flood defence emergency

response in Guangxi, Guizhou, and Yunnan provinces,

and in Guangdong on June 15. Authorities in Fujian

have raised their response to level three. In April 2024,

the flooding of the Bei River in Guangdong province

recorded a 50-year high, while the Xi River in the

Guangxi region experienced its first major flood on

June 15. In response, authorities prepared upstream
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reservoirs to intercept the floods and emptied the

downstream reservoirs in advance. [PRC State Council]

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

Japan: Law to boost competition in

smartphone software passed

(rl) On June 13, Japan's parliament passed the Act on

Promotion of Competition for Specified Smartphone

Software, requiring Apple and Google to permit access

to third-party app stores and payment providers on

their devices.

The law, which will be enforced following Cabinet

approval within the next eighteen months, mandates

allowing third-party app stores, enabling developers to

use third-party billing services, and offering users the

ability to change default settings with simple

procedures. 

It prohibits preferential treatment of the providers'

services over competitors in search results, using data

from competing applications for their own apps, and

preventing developers from accessing OS features at

the same performance level. 

The law aims to address the smartphone market's

oligopoly and aligns with international measures like

the EU's Digital Markets Act. Through this bill, it will

facilitate competition and reduce app prices. Apple and

Google have been reported to charge developers high

fees that are then passed on to users. [appleinsider]

Non-compliance could result in fines up to 20 percent

of the relevant turnover. The Japan Fair Trade

Commission will consult with relevant ministries on

security, privacy, and child protection during

implementation. Apple, which has previously raised

security concerns, has complied with similar

regulations in the EU. [The Register]

Japan: Upper house committee approves

foreign worker bill

(rl) On June 13, Japan's House of Councillors committee

passed a bill aimed at addressing severe labor

shortages by creating a new skill development

program for foreign workers.

The bill, supported by the ruling Liberal Democratic

Party, Komeito, Nippon Ishin no Kai, and the
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Democratic Party for the People, amends the

immigration control and technical intern trainee laws.

It introduces an on-the-job skill development program

to replace the current foreign technical intern scheme.

The legislation allows Japanese companies in

designated sectors to hire unskilled foreign workers for

three years, developing them into "type 1 specified

skilled" personnel who can work in Japan for up to five

years.

The bill also enables job changes under certain

conditions and allows workers with advanced skills to

obtain "type 2" status, permitting indefinite stays and

family reunification.

The bill is expected to be enacted by the full upper

chamber of the Diet on June 14. It replaces the

Technical Intern Training Program, established in 1993

to improve the technical skills of foreign workers from

developing nations. However, this program has faced

criticism for merely serving as a means for Japan to

import inexpensive labor. [Kyodo News] [jiji.com in

Japanese] [nippon.com]

Japan: Diet discusses controversial

permanent residency laws

(rl) Japan's House of Councillors judicial affairs

committee has discussed a controversial bill aiming to

revise laws on permanent residency amid the creation

of a new training and employment program for foreign

workers (see article above).

The proposed changes include stricter conditions for

permanent residency, including revoking permanent

residency for violations of immigration laws or failure

to pay taxes and social insurance premiums

deliberately.  

Critics argue that the provision to make permanent

residency requirements more stringent could be seen

as exclusionary. Lawmakers from opposition parties,

such as the Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan

(CDP) and the Japanese Communist Party, have

strongly opposed the bill, citing concerns over

xenophobia.

The government, however, maintains that the

provision is necessary to ensure compliance with

public duties and prevent abuse of the residency

status. Justice Minister Ryuji Koizumi emphasized that

revocation would be limited to malicious cases.
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Despite reassurances, concerns remain over the

ambiguity of what constitutes a violation significant

enough to warrant revocation. In February, Japan

considered revoking permanent residence status for

foreigners who continuously file to pay taxes and social

security insurance premiums. [Nikkei Asia]

Some permanent residents in Japan have voiced their

doubts, suggesting that these headlines could shape a

domestic narrative in Japan that foreign residents are

not paying their fair share. [Aljazeera]

Currently, out of approximately 3.41 million foreigners

living in Japan, around 890,000 are permanent

residents. This bill has become a point of contention as

Japan prepares to host more foreign workers. While it

aims to integrate unskilled foreign workers through

training programs, it simultaneously seeks to tighten

control over permanent residency, reflecting a

complex approach to immigration and labor policies.

[The Mainichi]

Japan: Tokyo governor Koike announces

to run for third term

(rl) Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike declared on June 12

her intention to seek a third term in the forthcoming

July gubernatorial election, positioning herself against

the prominent opposition figure Renho. This election is

shaping up to be a significant contest between Japan's

ruling and opposition parties.

Koike, supported by the Tokyo chapter of the ruling

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), aims to extend her

leadership despite the LDP's recent electoral setbacks

and the declining approval ratings of Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida's administration, largely due to a

political funding scandal, in which the party has been

engulfed since last November (see AiR No. 48,

November/2023, 4).

Renho, a well-known member of the main opposition

Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDP),

previously announced her candidacy for the July 7

election, with official campaigning set to begin on June

20.[Japan Times]

This election is expected to be a pivotal moment in

Japanese politics, potentially influencing the balance of

power between the ruling party and the opposition as

they battle for control in the nation's capital. [Kyodo

News]
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Japan: Record surge in fatal “flesh-eating”

bacterial infection

(rl) Japan has seen a record spike in cases of the

potentially deadly bacterial infection streptococcal

toxic shock syndrome (STSS), with 977 cases and 77

deaths reported as of June 2, 2024.

This surpasses last year's record of 941 infections and

97 deaths. STSS, caused by group A streptococcus

bacteria, can rapidly become life-threatening with

symptoms including fever, muscle pain, vomiting, low

blood pressure, swelling, and multiple organ failure.

The US Centers fr Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC) stated “Even with treatment, STSS can be deadly.

Out of ten people with STSS, as many as three people

will die from the infection.”[Interesting Engineering]

Experts speculate that the rise in cases might be due to

weakened immune systems post-COVID-19 pandemic.

The infection has also seen an increase in other

countries following the easing of pandemic

restrictions. [CNN]

Japan: Tohoku University secures first

ever government research grant from

government’s new program

(rl) Tohoku University is set to receive substantial

research grants from the Japanese government,

marking the first award under a new initiative designed

to elevate the country's research institutions on the

global stage.

Chosen as the sole candidate for this inaugural grant,

Tohoku University will benefit from funds generated by

a JPY 10 trillion (USD 63.5 billion) endowment over the

next 25 years, starting from fiscal 2024.

This comes as in recent years Japanese universities

have struggled to keep pace with their global

counterparts. The University of Tokyo and Kyoto

University are the only Japanese institutions in the top

100 of the Times Higher Education World University

Rankings 2024, ranking 29th and 55th, respectively.

Despite being shortlisted last year, Tohoku University,

along with Tokyo and Kyoto universities, was not

initially selected due to insufficient reforms in their

research and management systems. The government

plans to invite more universities to apply for the

program within this fiscal year, aiming to boost Japan's
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academic competitiveness globally. [Kyodo News]

[Tohoku University]

Japan: Government plans wage hike amid

shrinking population

(rl) Japan plans to use "all policy tools" to boost wage

growth and achieve over 1 percent GDP growth despite

a shrinking population, according to a new government

policy blueprint. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's

administration sees the period until fiscal 2030 as

crucial for addressing labor shortages and enhancing

growth through strategic investments.

The blueprint emphasizes the need for wage increases,

targeting a minimum wage of JPY 1,500 (USD 9.52) per

hour before the mid-2030s and promoting job mobility

and workforce reskilling.

Japan is also focusing on economic security, reducing

reliance on China for key items like semiconductors.

The government plans to support technology

investments and strengthen ties with emerging

economies.

Energy security measures include maximizing

renewable and nuclear energy use and reducing

household utility bills through subsidies. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Central Bank to reduce bond

buying

(rl) The Bank of Japan (BOJ) has announced it will begin

reducing its massive bond purchases and detail plans

next month to trim its nearly USD 5 trillion balance

sheet. Governor Kazuo Ueda suggested a possible

interest rate hike in July due to yen weakness

increasing import costs.

The BOJ maintained its short-term policy rate target at

0-0.1 percent and continued its monthly bond buying

at approximately JPY 6 trillion (USD 38 billion). Specifics

on the bond tapering strategy will be outlined at the

July 30-31 meeting.

The decision to wait until July was seen as a cautious

approach, sending the yen to a one-month low of JPY

158.255 to the dollar and lowering the 10-year

Japanese government bond yield to 0.92 percent.

Japan’s efforts to normalize monetary policy face

challenges from weak consumption, though Ueda
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expects spending to rise with tax breaks, bonus

payments, and higher wages. He warned that yen

declines could further inflate prices by increasing

import costs. [Financial Times] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters]

Japan: More companies to be required to

disclose gender pay gap

(rl) Japan plans to expand the mandate for gender

wage gap disclosure to companies with over 100

employees, increasing the number of targeted firms

from 17,800 to 50,700. This initiative aims to address

Japan's significant pay disparity between men and

women. Currently, full-time male workers earn 74.8

percent more than their female counterparts.

The wage disparity between women and men is

considered to be from fewer women being in senior

positions, as well as men working longer hours. [Japan

Today]

The government will submit a bill in 2025 to enforce

this requirement as part of a broader effort to

promote women's economic empowerment. The

initiative includes setting targets for female

representation on corporate boards, aiming for 19

percent by 2025 and 30 percent by 2030. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Missing seven crew of self-defense

force declared dead

(rl) The defense ministry has declared seven crew

members dead following their disappearance in an

April collision between two Japanese Maritime Self-

Defense Force (MSDF) helicopters (see AiR No. 17,

April/2024, 4). This brings the death toll to eight, with

only one body recovered so far.

Defense Minister Minoru Kihara vowed that the MSDF

will continue searching for the remaining bodies and

helicopter wreckage.

The incident occurred on April 20 during a night drill,

270 kilometers east of Torishima Island, when two SH-

60K helicopters, each carrying four crew members,

collided and crashed. [Aljazeera] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Ministry of Defense develops

advanced anti-aircraft gun system
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(rl) The Japanese Ministry of Defense has announced

funding for a new 155mm anti-aircraft gun system

designed to enhance the country's air defense

capabilities, particularly against drone threats. This

initiative follows detailed studies of the conflict in

Ukraine, highlighting the need for effective drone

interception.

The 155mm gun system aims to provide a cost-

effective solution compared to missile-based SAMs,

facilitating the creation of ample shell reserves

equipped with radio detectors. The primary challenge

lies in developing algorithms for targeting drones at

various distances, ranging from five to 15 kilometers.

The new system will be mounted on an unmanned

module with an optical detection station and an

automatic loading system. This module will be based

on the lightweight chassis of the Type 89 infantry

fighting vehicle, previously used for the Type 99

155mm self-propelled gun.　

Currently, Japan's anti-aircraft capabilities are limited

to Type 87 systems with 35mm automatic guns,

operated by the 7th Anti-Aircraft Missile Regiment of

the Northern Army, primarily defending the Hokkaido

base.

The Defense Ministry's plan is part of a broader effort

to modernize Japan's air defense infrastructure,

ensuring readiness against evolving aerial threats.

[Militarnyi] [Japanese Ministry of Defense in Japanese]

Japan: IBM and Japanese institute

collaborate to make next-gen quantum

computer

(rl) U.S. multinational technology company IBM is

teaming up with Japan's government-backed National

Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and

Technology (AIST) to develop next-generation quantum

computers. This collaboration aims to create a

quantum computer with 10,000 qubits, which is

expected to perform at a level 75 times higher than the

current model which is 133 qubits.

The planned 10,000-qubit system would perform at a

level 75 times higher than existing quantum

computers, significantly enhancing computational

power and efficiency.

IBM's current quantum computers often require

pairing with supercomputers to mitigate calculation
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errors, a challenge the new development seeks to

overcome.

This initiative reflects a broader trend in quantum

computing collaborations and advancements. For

instance, Nvidia is assisting Japan in building a hybrid

quantum-supercomputer, while companies like Honda

and Fujitsu are also exploring next-gen chip

technologies and new quantum computing firms,

respectively.

The ambitious project between AIST and IBM signifies a

major step forward in quantum computing, potentially

revolutionizing fields such as cryptography, complex

simulations, and advanced artificial intelligence. [AIST] 

[Nikkei Asia]

Mongolia: 1337 candidates registered for

parliamentary election

(dql) A total of 1337 candidates will run for legislative

election to be held on June 28. Overseas voting will run

from June 20-23.

1295 candidates come from 19 parties and 2 coalitions

while the rest of 42 are independent candidates.

More than 2.2 million citizens are eligible to vote in the

election. 126 seats will be up for grabs. 78 seats will be

elected by multiple non-transferable vote in 13 multi-

member constituencies while 48 will be elected by

closed list proportional representation at the national

level with an electoral threshold of 4 percent for

individual parties, 5 percent for a two-party coalition

and 7 percent for coalitions of three or more parties.

Invitations have been extended to international

organizations and election bodies of foreign countries

to observe the election. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Prime minister’s resignation as

party leader demanded

(dql) Mongolia’s opposition Democratic Party (DP) has

demanded the resignation of Prime Minister Oyun-

Erdene Luvsannamsrai as leader of the ruling

Mongolian People's Party (MPP), along with the

withdrawal from the upcoming June 28 legislative

election of nine candidates in the district where a

member of the DM was beaten to death.
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The demands came after a member of the DP and

governor of Sant Sum in central Mongolia was beaten

to death on June 15. [Barron’s]

The MPP had withdrawn from the elections one

candidate whose campaigner was suspected of

murdering the DP politician. [Aki Press]

North Korea: Rationing systems collapsed,

South Korean Unification Minister says

(ac) On June 14, South Korean Unification Minister Kim

Yung-Ho unveiled that North Korea's socialist rationing

system has completely collapsed, forcing people to rely

on black markets for survival.

Kim based his conclusions on a report that interviewed

6,351 North Korean defectors between 2013 and 2023.

According to the report, over 50 percent of defectors

admitted to giving bribes in North Korea, underscoring

the country's corruption issues. [Yonhap News]

North Korea: Number of nuclear weapons

increased to 50 over past year

(ac) According to the Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute (SIPRI), North Korea increased its

nuclear arsenal to 50 warheads over the past year,

bringing its total to 90.

In its 2024 Yearbook, released on June 17, SIPRI

explained that North Korea's military nuclear program

is a central element of Pyongyang’s national security

strategy. Despite initial short-range ballistic missile

tests, North Korea has developed at least two types of

land-attack cruise missiles (LACM) designed to deliver

nuclear weapons. [Radio Free Asia] [SIPRI]

North Korea: Military constructions

activities inside demilitarized zone

detected

(ac) On June 15, the South Korean military reported

detecting North Korea erecting walls, digging, and

constructing roads between the Military Demarcation

Line (MDL) and the Northern Limit Line in the

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).
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This move follows heightened scrutiny of the inter-

Korean border due to North Korea's recent trash-

carrying balloon campaign (see AiR No. 24, June/2024,

2). [Yonhap News]

North Korea: Landmines in the DMZ

explode

(ac) On June 18, the South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff

(JCS) confirmed that a number of North Korean

soldiers have been killed and injured by landmines in

the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) during the constructions

work. Despite numbers of casualties, North Korea

pressed on the constructions works.

The JCS also confirmed a number of North Korean

soldiers carrying tools had briefly crossed the DMZ.

South Korea fired warning shots and launched warning

broadcasts, forcing the North Korean soldiers to

retreat. The incident marked the second border

crossing this month, when about 20 soldiers crossed

the DMZ on June 9. [The New York Times] [Yonhap

News]

South Korea: Democratic Party amends

charter to bolster Lee Jae-myung’s

presidential bid

(ms) On June 17, the Democratic Party of Korea (DPK)

amended its charter, enabling its leader, Lee Jae-

myung, to potentially run for the 2027 presidential

election while maintaining his leadership position. This

change came after a decisive vote by the party's

national committee, with 84 percent of participants

approving the amendment.

Previously, the party charter mandated that leaders

must resign one year before the presidential election.

However, the new clause allows the party affairs

committee to decide the timing of such resignations

under "special circumstances." This amendment is

widely seen as a strategic move to support Lee’s

candidacy and strengthen his influence within the

party.

The DPK’s decision also included revising disciplinary

measures against party members charged with

corruption. Under the new rules, disciplinary actions

will be based on the party’s ethics tribunal’s

investigations rather than judicial procedures. This

change appears designed to shield Lee, who is
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currently facing multiple legal challenges, from

automatic suspension or expulsion.

Lee, currently embroiled in several legal disputes,

including charges of third-party bribery and violations

of the Foreign Exchange Transactions Act, remains a

controversial figure. Critics argue that these

amendments serve to consolidate his power and

protect his leadership, even in the event of a

conviction.

The party’s leadership defends the changes as a means

to prevent the "judicialization of politics," emphasizing

the importance of internal judgment over external

judicial processes. This move has sparked debate

within the party, with some members questioning the

fairness and implications for the party’s democratic

principles. [Maeil Business Newspaper] [The Korean

Herald]

South Korea: Standoff in National

Assembly over committee leadership

(ms) The South Korean National Assembly is facing an

impasse as political parties dispute the selection of key

standing committee chairs. This standoff began when

the Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) unilaterally took

11 of the 18 committee chair positions, leading to a

boycott by the ruling People Power Party (PPP).

The newly inaugurated 22nd National Assembly, which

began its term on May 30, has seen a series of

contentious moves. The DPK's unilateral election of

Woo Won-shik as Assembly Speaker and its control

over influential committees, including the Legislation

and Judiciary Committee and the House Steering

Committee, have intensified the discord.

Woo emphasized the need for a swift resolution,

proposing that the largest party, the DPK, should

control 11 committees while the PPP should oversee

seven. Woo warned against the DPK monopolizing all

18 committees, which could undermine the

representation of PPP supporters from the recent

elections.

Despite a two-hour meeting between PPP floor leader

Choo Kyung-ho and DPK leader Park Chan-dae, no

agreement was reached. Both parties remained

entrenched in their positions, and further talks are

planned.

The DPK's majority of seats in the National Assembly

has led to a "half-party parliament," with the PPP
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establishing special policy committees in response and

declaring a boycott. The division has resulted in a

peculiar situation where both parties are discussing

policies independently, exacerbating legislative

inefficiency.

The PPP argues that the ruling party should control key

committees, such as the House Steering Committee,

based on customary practices under the National

Assembly Act. They believe that the DPK’s unilateral

actions violate constitutional rights and undermine

democratic processes. The PPP insists that the

committee chair positions should be distributed more

equitably and has announced plans to file a

constitutional petition against the Assembly Speaker

and the DPK. [The Korea Times]

The House Steering Committee establishes the budget

guidelines for parliament and the National Assembly

secretariat then compiles the estimates. The House

steering committee examines and approves the

estimates and then submits them to the ministry of

planning and budget for incorporation into the

Government's total budget estimate.

As the June extraordinary parliamentary session

approaches, there is increasing pressure for a

resolution to maintain the legislative schedule, which

includes important speeches and government

questioning sessions. The ongoing dispute risks

delaying these activities, deepening the political

impasse. [The Korean Herald]

South Korean: Doctors threaten indefinite

strike over medical school admissions

(ms)  South Korea faces a potential healthcare crisis as

the Korea Medical Association (KMA), the country's

largest group of community doctors, announced plans

for an indefinite strike starting June 27. The strike is

contingent on the government not meeting their

demands, which include revisiting the issue of

increasing medical school admissions.

The KMA stated during a rally that community doctors

would indefinitely walk off their jobs if their demands

were not accepted. This follows a one-day walkout by

some doctors protesting the government's medical

reforms.

The KMA's demands include reconsidering the hike in

medical school quotas and withdrawing punitive

measures against trainee doctors who have been
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striking since February. The government has refused

these demands, prompting further tensions.

The government has issued return-to-work orders,

warning of legal consequences for non-compliance.

Health Minister Cho Kyoo-hong stated that measures

would be taken against those who disrupt medical

services or incite further strikes.

The controversy centers on the government's decision

to increase medical school admissions by 1,500

students starting next year. Proponents argue this is

necessary to address doctor shortages, especially in

rural areas. However, the KMA and other medical

professionals argue that increasing the number of

students won't solve underlying issues like the

distribution of doctors and systemic inefficiencies.

South Korea has a low doctor-to-population ratio

compared to other developed nations. Critics argue

that simply increasing the number of doctors will not

ensure better distribution or address the challenges

faced by rural areas and certain medical specialties.

The standoff has already led to significant disruptions,

with medical professors at major hospitals also joining

the walkout. As the June 27 deadline approaches, the

possibility of an indefinite strike looms, threatening to

further strain the healthcare system. [The Diplomat]

[Yonhap News]

South Korea: Democratic Party leader

charged with bribery

(ac) On June 12, South Korea’s opposition leader, Lee

Jae-Myung of the Democratic Party, was charged with

bribery in an alleged scheme involving an underwear

maker to transfer funds to North Korea and facilitate a

visit to Pyongyang while serving as Gyeonggi governor

from 2018 to 2021.

Lee was charged with third-party bribery and violating

the Foreign Exchange Transactions Act by transferring

illegal funds through the Ssangbangwool Group, which

sent a total of USD 8 million to North Korea. The

payments were facilitated by Lee Hwa-young,

Gyeonggi’s vice governor from 2019 to 2020.

Lee Hwa-young was previously convicted of bribery

and colluding with Ssangbangwool to deliver illegal

payments to North Korea, resulting in a nine-and-a-

half-year prison sentence.
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Lee Jae-Myung denied any involvement or knowledge

of the scheme. [Korea JoongAng News] [Reuters]

South Korea: Government to offer suicide

prevention therapy

(ac) The South Korean government pledged to offer

psychological therapy, suicide prevention, and trauma

recovery services to enhance suicide prevention efforts

in the country.

The pledge was made during a June 14-meeting of the

Suicide Prevention Policy Committee led by Prime

Minister Han Duck-soo. The meeting addressed South

Korea’s high suicide rates and discuss prevention

measures. 

Additionally, the government promised to monitor the

causes of suicide deaths by linking socio-economic

factors with health records. It also urged the media to

follow guidelines when reporting on suicide cases. 

Prime Minister Han acknowledged that South Korea

has the highest suicide rate among OECD member

states, with 70 percent of suicides in 2023 committed

by men and 30 percent by women.

Meanwhile, the committee highlighted an alarming

increase in suicide attempts among teenagers and

adolescents. According to the National Medical Center,

these attempts were 160.5 and 190.8 per 100,000

individuals, respectively, with mental health issues and

COVID-19 isolation cited as contributing factors. [The

Korea Times]

South Korea: Truth Commission confirms

mass killings of Christians during the

Korean War

(ac) On June 13, South Korea’s Truth and Reconciliation

Commission confirmed that Christians were tortured

and murdered in Nonsan by North Korean Communist

forces during the Korean War.

The two-year investigation identified 54 Christian

victims, including 29 minors, killed for their faith at

Byeongchon Holiness Church between July and

September 1950.

The Commission concluded that the massacre

constitutes evidence of war crimes committed by
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North Korean forces and urged the regime to

apologize and compensate the victims. [The Korea

Times]

South Korea: Lack of earthquake risk map

sparks safety concerns

(ac) On June 12, a 4.8-magnitude earthquake struck

Busan, North Jeolla Province, in the morning.

According to the Korea Meteorological Administration

(KMA), the epicenter was 4 kilometers south-southeast

of Busan, with a latitude of 35.7 degrees north, a

longitude of 126.71 degrees east, and a depth of 8

kilometers. Aftershocks were detected in the nearby

region in the following few hours. The earthquake

marked the strongest wave that was ever recorded in

2024.

The Government officials pledged to continue to

monitor the situation. The Ministry of the Interior and

Safety raised the government’s disaster alert status to

level 1 and confirmed that there were no reports of

serious injuries or damage. The nuclear plants near the

earthquake site, Hanbit Nuclear Power Plant and

Cheongho Reservoir, were not affected by the

earthquake.

The public raised safety concerns over the lack of

digitalized risk maps to provide the most up-to-date

earthquake information. According to the national risk

map provided by the interior ministry, the only official

risk map was released in 2013, with only past data of

earthquake frequency recorded and risk assessments

were not provided. The interior ministry explained that

the data was sufficient, and no modifications were

made in last year’s revisions.

Due to public concerns, the interior ministry detailed

survey investigates fault structures lines across the

Korean Peninsula from 2017 to 2036. The ministry

anticipated a digitized earthquake risk map would be

available by 2026, allowing the public to assess

earthquake risks. [The Korea Times 1] [The Korea

Times 2]

Taiwan: Cabinet officially requests

legislative reconsideration of oversight

bills

(jp) On June 11, Taiwan’s Cabinet confirmed that it had

submitted a request for the legislature to reconsider
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recent amendments aimed at enhancing its oversight

of the executive branch (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1).

The Cabinet argued that the legislative process leading

to the amendments' passage did not adhere to the

democratic principles outlined in the Constitution and

hence "constituted significant flaws." The

announcement followed President Lai Ching-te's

formal approval of the reconsideration request. [Focus

Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Lawmakers have a 15-day window to decide whether

to maintain the amendments to the Law Governing the

Legislative Yuan's Power and the Criminal Code.

Despite the Cabinet's objections, opposition

Kuomintang and Taiwan People's Party lawmakers,

who secured the bills' passage with their legislative

majority, have vowed to support the revisions. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Political parties and civil society

organizations kick off campaign for

reform bill

(jp) The Taiwanese legislature is set to vote on June 21

on law revisions aimed at tightening executive branch

oversight (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1). During the

cross-party negotiations on June 13, it was decided

that Premier Cho Jung-tai would present the Cabinet’s

decision to reject the revisions (see article above) and

take questions from lawmakers on June 19 and 20.

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) opposes

the amendments and has launched a campaign to rally

opposition to the revisions. President William Lai

emphasized that the DPP's campaign aims to provide

accurate information and engage with the public

without causing division.

Opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) lawmakers

contested the Cabinet's right to interfere with

legislative deliberations and emphasized the party's

commitment to pushing for legislative reforms and

continuing public communication. However, the party

has not yet decided whether to launch its own

campaign to garner support.

Meanwhile, the opposition Kuomintang (KMT)

announced to begin a nationwide tour of public

speeches, starting on June 15 in Tainan. KMT Legislator

Hsu Yu-chen said the party aims to provide “accurate

information” about the legislative reforms advocated

by the opposition and emphasize their necessity.
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Civil society groups like the Taiwan Citizen Front and

Taiwan Economic Democracy Union have launched a

campaign with talks and workshops leading up to the

day of the vote. The Taiwan Economic Democracy

Union stated that these activities aim to engage in

dialogue with residents in constituencies supportive of

KMT and TPP lawmakers and apply public pressure on

opposition lawmakers to reconsider the bills. [Taipei

Times] [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Rise in national security

measures following Chinese speedboat

incursion

(jp) Taiwan has escalated its national security

measures after a former Chinese navy captain was

arrested for illegally entering the nation on a

motorboat. The individual reportedly expressed

intentions to defect to Taiwan due to anti-Chinese

government sentiments shared on messaging

platforms.

However, authorities noted discrepancies in Ruan's

profile compared to previous Chinese defectors,

indicating a need for thorough investigation into his

motives. Ocean Affairs Council Minister Kuan Bi-ling

highlighted the possibility of Beijing conducting tests

through such incidents, citing similar cases in the past

year. [Atlas News] [CNA] [Taipei Times 1]

During a press conference, the Coast Guard

Administration (GGA) stated that the personnel

responsible for not intercepting the boat would be

held accountable for their "misjudgment and

negligence." In response, the CGA plans to improve

radar accuracy, enhance coordination between coast

guard and military, and upgrade vessel inspections.

[CNA] [Taipei Times 1]

On June 12, China's Taiwan Affairs Office dismissed

these concerns, emphasizing that the individual's

actions were "purely his personal action,” adding that

there is “no need for the Democratic Progressive Party

authorities to see soldiers hiding behind every tree and

bush, carrying out political manipulation while

pretending to act earnestly.” [AP] [Reuters] [Straits

Times]

Taiwan's National Security Bureau Director-General,

Tsai Ming-yen, addressed the issue in parliament,

stating that all possibilities regarding the man's

motives are being considered, including potential

involvement by the Chinese government. [Reuters]

[Taipei Times 2]
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Taiwan: Deal with industry giants to

address AI talent shortage

(jp) Minister of Economic Affairs J. W. Kuo stated at a

meeting of the legislature’s Economics Committee in

Taipei on June 12 that Taiwan has partnered with

industry giants, including American multinational

corporation and technology company Nvidia, to recruit

foreign AI experts to address a critical shortage of

skilled workers. This initiative aims to bolster the AI

workforce, with Nvidia committing to hire 500 foreign

nationals out of 1,000 new AI positions. [Taipei Times]

Deputy Minister of Education Yeh Ping-cheng noted

the government's efforts, including the creation of 13

research academies, five focused on AI, graduating

nearly 1,000 AI specialists annually. Yeh also

announced the Digital Education Guidelines 3.0, to be

released in October, aiming to integrate AI and IT

education into the curriculum with potential

implementation in the next academic semester.

Additionally, the Ministry plans to develop online-

based courses for technical subjects, including AI, that

may be beyond the teaching capacity of high schools.

Democratic Progressive Party Legislator Chiu Yi-ying

highlighted the urgent need for a skilled AI workforce.

Chiu emphasized the need for a clear strategy to

develop a 200,000-strong AI workforce within four

years, urging the Ministry of Economic Affairs and the

Ministry of Education to realign policies to prepare

Taiwanese youth for a tech-centric future. [Taipei

Times]

Taiwan: Declining birth rates lead to

school closures

(jp) Similar to many East Asian countries, Taiwan is

grappling with achieving the "replacement rate", set at

2.1 babies per woman, necessary for maintaining a

stable population. By 2023, the rate in Taiwan had

dropped significantly to 0.865. Despite government

incentives to boost birth rates, people cite high

childcare costs, low salaries, expensive housing, and

traditional gender roles as reasons for not having more

children. [Taipei Times] [The Guardian] 

From 2011 to 2021, the number of students in primary

and junior-high schools fell from 2.3 million to below

1.8 million. The impact is severe on private schools,

which are less popular than public ones. Many private
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schools are closing, and a government list indicates 13

private and vocational high schools are at risk of

shutting down as early as next year. Since 2014, 15

colleges and universities have closed, and four more

private universities have been ordered to close in July.

[Focus Taiwan] [Strait Times]

Union of Private School Educators chairperson Wu

Chun-chung predicts 40 to 50 private universities will

close by 2028. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times] [The

Guardian] 

Chou Ping, President of the Taiwan Higher Education

Union, stated that while public universities are not

currently at risk of imminent closure, those located in

suburban areas, especially those of lower rank or

focusing more on humanities rather than STEM

subjects, face the highest vulnerability. [Taipei Times]

[The Guardian]  

Chou proposes that struggling private tertiary

institutions should merge with public universities

instead of being sold off to developers. Chou points

out that Taiwan allocates less funding to universities

compared to other OECD countries and has a

significantly higher student-to-teacher ratio. Chou

emphasizes, "Increasing investment in public

education can support more low-income students and

enhance educational quality." [Taipei Times] [The

Guardian]  

Taiwan: MOI issues warnings against

forming foreign-influenced political

parties

(jp) The Ministry of the Interior (MOI) in Taiwan has

warned against the acceptance of funds from foreign

sources for the formation of political parties,

highlighting potential threats to national security and

the violation of anti-infiltration laws. This

announcement follows reports that Taiwanese

entertainers have been solicited to join a political party

with alleged financial backing from China. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwanese celebrities disclosed on their Facebook

posts that they were contacted by Beijing Ciguang Film

and Television Media Co., Ltd. The company allegedly

invited them via email to engage in pro-China activities.

The emails claimed that if the celebrities posted a

statement titled "Establish a new type of cross-strait

relations" on Facebook, they would be designated as

vice chairmen of a proposed "Taiwan Pro-Peace Party"

and work opportunities with an annual income over
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TWD 10 million (USD 308 thousand). The company

anticipated that this move would attract at least 1,000

founding members for the party. [Business Standard]

[Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

As of now, the "Taiwan Pro-Peace Party" is not

registered on the MOI's political party information

website. The MOI continues to monitor and regulate

the formation of political parties to ensure compliance

with Taiwan’s Political Parties Act. [Focus Taiwan]

The ministry emphasized that while Taiwanese citizens

have the right to form political parties, doing so under

foreign influence or with foreign funding violates the

National Security Act and the Anti-Infiltration Act.

These laws prohibit activities such as initiating,

funding, or directing organizations for foreign entities,

including China, Hong Kong, and Macau. Under Articles

3 and 4 of the Anti-Infiltration Act, engaging in political

activities with foreign funds can result in up to five

years in prison and fines up to TWD 10 million.

[Business Standard] [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: New coast guard patrol vessel

"Yunlin" to strengthen maritime security

(jp) The Coast Guard Administration's (CGA) latest

addition, the Yunlin patrol vessel, was officially

commissioned on June 15. President Lai highlighted its

significant role in bolstering maritime patrol

capabilities in southern Taiwan.

The "Yunlin" is the newest addition to Taiwan's Chiayi-

class patrol vessels, built by CSBC Corp. It joins the

Coast Guard's Southern Sector Flotilla in Kaohsiung,

enhancing patrol, search and rescue, and maritime

security capabilities. This 4000-tonne vessel features

three high-pressure water cannons for dispersal up to

120 meters and is equipped for humanitarian missions

with medical facilities including an operating room and

negative pressure ward, akin to a field hospital.

The "Yunlin" is the third Chiayi-class vessel to enter

service, following the "Chiayi" and "Hsinchu." The

fourth vessel, named "Taipei," had its ceremonial

launch in March. These ships withstand level-10 winds,

cover 10,000 nautical miles, and include a helicopter

landing pad for collaboration with Taiwan's National

Airborne Service Corps under the Ministry of the

Interior. [Focus Taiwan][Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Main opposition BNP

reshuffles 36 leaders in Advisory Council,

National Executive Committee

(sg) Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), has undergone

notable significant reshuffle of its central executive

committee, appointing 39 leaders to new positions and

dissolving some city units for their inability to advance

the anti-government movement. The restructuring, led

by acting chairman Tarique Rahman, has caused

significant internal commotion as it was executed

without informing senior leaders, according to BNP

insiders. The issue was not discussed at the party's

standing committee meetings, which is the highest

policymaking body within the party.

Since the January 7 national election, Tarique – the son

of former President and BNP founder Ziaur Rahman

and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia – has been

working on restructuring the party’s executive

committee. The BNP charter allows the acting

chairperson to perform all duties of the chairperson in

their absence, a provision Tarique, is now invoking. The

charter also gives the chairperson the authority to

dissolve any committee at any time, with the decision

to be ratified at the subsequent council meeting. This

restructuring is seen as Tarique's effort to build his

own circle and establish absolute control over the

party, ensuring that his decisions are not challenged in

the future.



The recent reshuffle has seen younger leaders being

promoted to key positions, while those with strong

organizational abilities have been reassigned as

advisers to the chairperson. In addition to the central

executive body, BNP’s international affairs committee

has also been restructured due to its previous failure

to maintain close ties with Western countries, China,

and India. BNP standing committee member Abdul

Moyeen Khan will essentially lead this committee, with

Tarique as its chairman.

Other notable changes include the dissolution of the

convening committees of BNP’s Dhaka south and north

city units, as well as the convening committees of

Chattogram and Barishal city units. The central

committee of Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal, led by President

Sultan Salahuddin Tuku and General Secretary Abdul

Monayem Munna, has also been dissolved.

Additionally, Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, BNP’s student

wing, announced its full-fledged 260-member

committee, following the formation of its partial

committee three and a half months ago. Rakibul Islam

Rakib and Nasir Uddin Nasir have been appointed as

president and general secretary, respectively. The new

committee includes 41 vice presidents, one senior joint

general secretary, and 111 joint general secretaries.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Former police chief Benazir

writes from abroad after months of

speculation about whereabouts

(lm) In Bangladesh, former police chief Benazir Ahmed

informed the Dhaka Boat Club that he is abroad and

unable to serve as its president during his "temporary

absence." In an email sent on June 13, Benazir stated

that he and his family are out of the country due to

urgent family needs, which incapacitates him from

managing the club's day-to-day operations indefinitely.

He requested Rubel Aziz, an adviser to the club, to act

as the president in his absence.

This development comes amid an Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) investigation into allegations that

Benazir and his family amassed significant wealth

through corruption. Reports indicate that Benazir and

his family flew to Singapore on May 4. Government

authorities and ministers have previously stated they

were unaware of Benazir's whereabouts. [The Daily

Star]
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Bangladesh: Government trims food

distribution plan for FY25 amid high

inflation

(sg) Bangladesh’s government has reduced its food

grain distribution plan for the fiscal year 2024-25,

despite high food inflation exceeding 10 percent in

recent months. The planned distribution of slightly

more than 3 million tons of rice and wheat is 10

percent lower than the revised plan of 3.3 million tons

for the current fiscal year. Economists and the Centre

for Policy Dialogue (CPD) have criticized this decision as

illogical, given the persistent high food prices.

The total allocation for food support-related social

safety net programs has also decreased by nearly one

percent to BDT 17.36 billion (USD 147.59 million) in

FY25. Specifically, the allocations for Open Market

Sales (OMS) and the Food Friendly Programme (FFW)

have been reduced by 4 percent to BDT 5.36 billion

(USD 45.58 million). Additionally, the food subsidy for

the next fiscal year has been cut by 20 percent.

Experts argue that the government should expand, not

reduce, food distribution programs to help poor

people cope with high food inflation. Some suggest

providing cash support equivalent to the distribution

cut. Despite these concerns, officials from the food

ministry indicated that allocations might be increased

if necessary later in the fiscal year. [The Daily Star 1]

In related developments, various opposition leaders,

including Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader and

Bangladesh Nationalist Party senior leader Mirza

Abbas have criticized the government's

mismanagement, claiming it has caused economic

hardship for many people, preventing them from fully

participating in Eid-ul-Azha festivities. [The Daily Star 2]

[The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: Almost all garment factories

clear salary, bonus

(lm) Almost all garment and textile factories in

Bangladesh have cleared salary payments and

provided festival bonuses to their workers ahead of

Eid-ul-Azha, according to the Industrial Police.

Federation representatives noted that while most

factories have paid full salaries and bonuses, a few

have made partial payments. Others confirmed there

were no layoffs before Eid. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Five cops suspended over

extortion allegations

(sg) In Bangladesh, five policemen were suspended

following allegations of extortion from truck drivers

transporting sacrificial animals for Eid. The Inspector

General of Police (IGP), Chowdhury Abdullah Al-

Mamun, emphasized a zero-tolerance policy towards

such misconduct. A probe committee, led by the

additional police superintendent (crime) of

Narayanganj district, has been formed to investigate

the allegations. The committee will recommend

departmental actions based on its findings, and

stringent measures will be taken if the allegations are

proven true. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 15 convicts in grenade attack

currently fugitives, prime minister says

(lm) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

informed the parliament that 15 convicts, including the

acting chairman of the main opposition BNP, Tarique

Rahman, are currently fugitives in a 2004 grenade

attack case. [The Daily Star 1]

The case refers to a tragic incident that occurred on

August 21, 2004, in Dhaka. During a rally organized by

the Awami League, a series of grenades were thrown

at the crowd, targeting the party's leader, Sheikh

Hasina. The attack resulted in the deaths of 24 people,

including senior Awami League leader Ivy Rahman.

Over 300 others were injured, including Sheikh Hasina,

who survived the attack but suffered hearing damage.

Out of 49 convicts, 34 have been arrested, and 15

remain at large, with Interpol issuing red notices

against some of them. The convicts received various

sentences, including 19 death penalties and 19 life

imprisonments.

Additionally, Hasina mentioned ongoing lightning

prevention measures in 15 lightning-prone districts

and the settlement of 56 cases in the Criminal Tribunal

for crimes against humanity since the current

government came to power.

The Bangladesh Investment Development Authority

(BIDA) has registered 4,711 industrial projects from

February 2019 to May this year, resulting in significant

employment and investment. A state-of-the-art

National Emergency Operation Centre is also planned

in Tejgaon, Dhaka, with China's cooperation, to handle

earthquakes and other calamities.
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Bangladesh: Experts criticize proposed

budget for being too Dhaka-centric,

neglecting other districts

(lm) Experts at a Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP)

discussion criticized the proposed budget for the

upcoming fiscal year for being overly focused on the

capital, Dhaka, neglecting other districts.

Amanur Rahman from CARE Bangladesh highlighted

the lack of prioritization for green and balanced

urbanization and suggested increasing budget

allocations for districts with low per capita income to

reduce migration to Dhaka. BIP President Adil

Mohammed Khan emphasized the need for a

specialized budget reflecting allocations for each

district and criticized the failure to implement the

district budget initiative. He suggested that this could

expose corruption. BIP Vice President Syed Shahriar

Amin and Joint Secretary Tamzidul Islam stressed the

importance of detailed plans and clear budget

allocations for each sector to ensure the budget serves

everyone effectively. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court orders to probe

complaints over prepaid meters

(lm) Bangladesh’s High Court has ordered the

formation of an independent committee to investigate

complaints regarding prepaid electricity meters. The

committee, composed of competent experts, is tasked

with submitting a report with recommendations. This

order follows a writ petition by three lawyers, seeking

an urgent review and audit of electricity billing

practices, transparency, and refunds for excess

charges. The petition highlighted issues such as excess

and hidden charges, lack of transparency, and the

resulting financial hardships for consumers. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Sub-district chairman

arrested over assaulting cops in Gazipur

(lm) MA Jalil, a sub-district (upazila) chairman and local

president of Bangladesh’s ruling Awami League party

in Gaizpur district, was arrested along with his

associate for assaulting police officers. The incident

occurred after Jalil's nephew, Aman Ullah, set up an

unauthorized cow market. When police attempted to
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arrest Ullah, a crowd led by Jalil intervened, assaulted

the officers, and freed Ullah. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 363 foreigners currently in

jails, minister says

(lm) Bangladesh’s Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan

informed parliament that 363 foreign nationals from

16 countries are currently detained in Bangladesh jails.

Among them, 212 are Indian citizens, with 11

prisoners, 53 inmates, and 148 released. There are

also 114 Myanmar nationals and smaller numbers

from Pakistan, Nigeria, Malaysia, China, Belarus,

Cameroon, Peru, the US, Botswana, Georgia, Tanzania,

Malaya, and Angola.

Additionally, 994 displaced Myanmar citizens have

been arrested in connection with murder and arms

cases from August 2017 to May 2024. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 20 percent of Rohingya

refugees have active hepatitis c infection

(lm) A recent study by Doctors Without Borders (MSF)

revealed that around 20 percent of Rohingyas in Cox's

Bazar refugee camps have active hepatitis C infection.

Conducted among 680 households in seven camps, the

study highlighted that almost a third of the adults have

been exposed to the virus at some point, with an

estimated 86,000 individuals currently living with the

infection. Limited diagnostic and treatment options

exacerbate the situation. [The Daily Star 1]

This development comes shortly after Caritas

Internationalis called on the international community

to increase funding for the Rohingyas. Caritas has

provided USD 45 million between 2017 and 2023 and

has earmarked USD 7 million for 2024. [The Daily Star

2]

Earlier this month, the United Nations World Food

Programme (WFP) announced a partial increase in

food rations for Rohingya refugees in Cox's Bazar,

raising the entitlement from USD 10 to USD 11 per

person per month. This marked the second increase

this year, aiming to reach the full ration target of USD

12.50 by August. [The Daily Star 3]

Meanwhile, the United States has reaffirmed its

commitment to advocating for a peaceful resolution to

the conflict in Myanmar to enable the safe return of

Rohingyas and other displaced persons. Mackenzie
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Rowe, the Regional Refugee Coordinator at the US

Embassy in Dhaka, emphasized during a briefing that

Washington will remain a steadfast partner in the

humanitarian response for Rohingya refugees in

Bangladesh. The US is the largest donor to the

Rohingya crisis, contributing nearly USD 2.4 billion

since August 2017, with USD 1.9 billion allocated to

support refugees and host communities in

Bangladesh. [The Daily Star 4]

At the same time, Bangladesh has sought China's

assistance in creating a conducive environment and

engaging with the Myanmar government for the early

repatriation of Rohingya refugees. During a meeting

with China's Special Envoy for Myanmar, Deng Xijun,

on the sidelines of the recently held 13th Bilateral

Political Consultations, Foreign Secretary Masud Bin

Momen highlighted the overcrowded and challenging

conditions in the Cox's Bazar refugee camps. He

emphasized the need for active international

participation in repatriation discussions and expressed

concerns about the ongoing conflict in Rakhine. [The

Daily Star 5]

Bangladesh: Oceangoing vessel fleet

surpasses 100, boosted by policy support,

investment

(sg) Bangladesh's oceangoing vessel fleet has

surpassed 100, marking significant growth in the

country's cargo-carrying capacity. Seven vessels were

registered this year, bringing the total to 101, the

highest since 1971. The fleet now has a combined

capacity of nearly 5 million tons.

The National Board of Revenue's VAT exemption and

the Bangladesh Flag Vessels Act of 2019, which gives

preference to Bangladesh-flagged ships at local ports,

have spurred investment. Additionally, the advance

income tax on vessel imports was reduced,

encouraging further growth. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Woman stabbed to death in

Gazipur while resisting phone snatching

attempt

(lm) In Bangladesh, a female garment worker was

fatally stabbed in Gazipur's Konabari area while

resisting a mobile phone snatching attempt. No case

has been filed yet, according to police. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Woman killed, 20 hurt in

clash over land

(lm) A woman was killed and 20 others were injured in

a clash between two groups of villagers over a land

dispute in a sub-district in Bangladesh’s Tangail district.

The conflict started after an announcement was made

through a loudspeaker from a local mosque. No case

has been filed yet. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: ARSA commander killed in

gunfight

(lm) An Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA)

commander was killed in a gunfight with police at a

Rohingya refugee camp in Bangladesh’s Cox's Bazar

district. The man, who was accused in several cases

including four murders, was found shot and later

declared dead. A foreign pistol was recovered from the

scene. Additionally, another Rohingya man was beaten

and hacked to death by ARSA members over a

previous enmity. [The Daily Star]

The ARSA is an insurgent group formed primarily by

Rohingya Muslims. The group emerged in response to

the persecution of the Rohingya by Myanmar's military

and government. ARSA claims to fight for the rights of

the Rohingya people, who have faced widespread

discrimination and violence in Myanmar's Rakhine

State. The presence of ARSA members among the

refugees has raised security concerns for Bangladesh.

There have been reports of violence and criminal

activities within the camps, sometimes linked to ARSA

or other Rohingya groups.

Bhutan: Parliament’s lower House

withdraws impeachment procedure bill

for future deliberation

(ps) In Bhutan, the lower House of Parliament, the

National Assembly, withdrew the Impeachment

Procedure Bill, with plans to deliberate it in future

sessions. The Legislative Committee's chairperson

stated that while comprehensive discussions had been

held with relevant institutions, the bill could not be

discussed in the current session as suggestions were

still being reviewed.
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According to the Bhutanese Constitution, Parliament

can impeach constitutional office holders, but an

Impeachment Act has yet to be enacted. Article 32 of

the Constitution outlines the grounds and procedures

for impeachment, requiring a two-thirds majority in

Parliament. The proposed bill aims to hold

constitutional post holders accountable and protect

them from arbitrary impeachment attempts.

Constitutional office bearers include the Chief Justice,

Supreme Court drangpons, High Court chief justices

and drangpons, Chief Election Commissioner, Auditor

General, and chairpersons of the Royal Civil Service

Commission and Anti-Corruption Commission.

The Impeachment Procedure Bill, recommended by

the Law Review Taskforce and the Office of the

Attorney General, was passed by Parliament’s upper

House, the National Council, in 2019 and forwarded to

the lower House for deliberation. The National

Assembly decided in 2020 to introduce the bill at a

future appropriate time, leading to its withdrawal by

the National Council in 2022 under section 18 of the

Legislative Rules of Procedure. [Kuensel 1]

The National Assembly has also deferred the

discussion on the Education Bill due to varying

opinions among MPs. Education Minister Yeezang De

Thapa argued that the ongoing reforms and the 2024

education policy are sufficient, rendering the Bill

unnecessary, while Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay

suggested implementing the current policy first and

then considering the Bill. Speaker Lungten Dorji

proposed sharing the recently drafted education policy

with the House for a more informed discussion in the

future. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Parliament’s lower House to

discuss amendment to Marriage Act

(ps) In Bhutan, the lower House of Parliament, the

National Assembly, is set to deliberate an amendment

to the Marriage Act of 1980, focusing on the legal age

for marriage. The current law sets the age at 16 for

females and 18 for males, conflicting with other

national laws that recognize 18 as the legal age for

both genders. The amendment aims to create

uniformity by setting the legal marriage age at 18 for

both males and females. Previous attempts to amend

the Act were rejected, leading to suggestions for a new

Marriage Act due to the outdated nature of the existing

one. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: 13th Five-Year-Plan aims to

transform country into high-income

economy by 2029

(ps) The 13th Five-Year Plan in Bhutan aims to

transform the country into a high-income economy by

2029 with a budget of USD 6.15 billion. The plan

includes substantial investments in health, education,

social protection, and economic growth, targeting a

GDP of USD 5 billion and a per capita GDP of USD

6,174 by the end of the plan. It focuses on innovation,

sustainability, and equitable access to resources,

aligning with international commitments such as the

SDGs. [Kuensel1 ]

The 13th Plan in Bhutan allocates approximately USD

84 million to enhance health and well-being initiatives.

The plan addresses challenges such as the rise in non-

communicable diseases (NCDs), which now account for

over 73% of deaths, and mental health issues. Key

initiatives include promoting healthier lifestyles,

controlling diseases like tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS,

ensuring the safety of medicines and food, improving

healthcare access, and strengthening the health

workforce. The plan emphasizes prevention, early

detection, and sustainable health financing. [Kuensel2]

Parliament’s upper House has expressed concerns

regarding the risks associated with the large budget

allocation in the Plan. Members emphasized the need

for balanced regional development and uniform

budget allocation. They warned about potential

negative impacts on the economy, such as inflation

and deficits. The finance minister acknowledged the

concerns, noting efforts to enhance economic

development and control inflation. There were also

calls for better employment opportunities in rural

areas and easier access to finance for rural

populations. [Kuensel3]

Bhutan: PPI fall driven by mining and

manufacturing sector

(ps) Bhutan's producer price index (PPI) dropped by

4.02 percent in the first quarter of 2024 compared to

the year 2023, indicating a decline in the selling prices

of local businesses. This decrease was driven by lower

prices in mining, quarrying, manufacturing, and

information and communication sectors. Despite PPI's

role as a future consumer inflation indicator, Bhutan's

import reliance means it minimally affects the

consumer price index. The transport sector saw price
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increases, while electricity and other utilities remained

stable. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: World Bank report identifies

policy gaps between development and

environmental conservation

(lm) The World Bank's Overview Assessment (OA)

report, launched on June 13, highlighted several

challenges in Bhutan's environmental conservation

framework. The report identifies a lack of clarity in

addressing the impact of development projects on

habitats, weak links between biodiversity laws and

development, and gaps in the biodiversity

management plan.

The report, titled “Bhutan: Overview Assessment of

Country’s Framework for Assessing and Managing

Environmental and Social Risks and Impacts of

Development Projects,” reviews Bhutan’s

environmental and social standards (ESS) and outlines

recommendations for policy reforms and governance

mechanisms to improve environmental and social risk

management.

Key recommendations include enhancing biodiversity

laws to protect ecologically sensitive areas,

incorporating Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

guidelines, and fostering coordination across agencies

to address shared risks. The report emphasizes the

need for actionable and incremental changes to

policies, procedures, and resources.

Despite these challenges, Bhutan has made significant

strides in environmental conservation, maintaining 52

percent of its total area as protected and achieving

69.71 percent forest coverage. Existing policies like the

National Environmental Protection Act 2007 and the

Forest and Nature Conservation Act 2023 have

supported national efforts. [Kuensel]

India: Priyanka Gandhi to finally make

electoral debut

(sg/lm) Priyanka Gandhi, sister of opposition Indian

National Congress (INC) leader Rahul Gandhi and part

of India's Nehru-Gandhi political dynasty, is set to

contest her first election, running for the Wayanad seat

in Kerala state. This follows her brother's decision to

relinquish the seat after winning from both Wayanad

and Rae Bareli in the recent parliamentary elections.
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Priyanka's entry into electoral politics has been long

anticipated by INC supporters. If successful, she will

join her mother Sonia Gandhi, an MP in Parliament’s

upper House, and her brother Rahul in the Indian

parliament.

Priyanka, known for her political acumen and

engagement skills, has been active in INC campaigns

for decades and officially entered politics in 2019.

Despite the party’s poor performance in the 2019

general election and the 2022 state assembly polls, her

leadership was not blamed for the outcomes. Her

candidacy has been praised by INC leaders and

criticized by the ruling BJP for promoting dynastic

politics. The by-election date is yet to be announced,

and Priyanka has expressed her commitment to

representing Wayanad effectively. [ANI] [bbc]

India: Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi

criticizes Prime Minister Modi’s

government for dynastic politics

(wh) Rahul Gandhi, the de facto leader of India’s main

opposition party, the Indian National Congress (INC),

accused the government of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi of engaging in dynastic politics, labeling the

current administration as a "parivar mandal" (family

circle). In a post on the social media platform X, Gandhi

criticized the government for what he sees as a

contradiction between their public denouncements of

nepotism and their actions. He highlighted several

members of the Modi government who are from

political families, suggesting that the government is

perpetuating the very issue it criticizes.

Gandhi's post listed prominent politicians including H

D Kumaraswamy, son of former Prime Minister H D

Deve Gowda; Jyotiraditya Scindia, son of former Union

Minister Madhav Rao Scindia; Kiren Rijiju, son of

Arunachal Pradesh's first pro tem speaker; and others,

illustrating his point about the prevalence of political

legacies in the current government. He charged that

these appointments reflect a "government family"

where power is inherited rather than earned.

This criticism follows Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

accusations against the INC of practicing dynastic

politics during the recent election to Parliament’s lower

House campaign, turning Gandhi's remarks into a

pointed rebuttal of those claims. [The Economics

Times] [The Indian Express]

It is indeed worth remembering that Gandhi is part of

the Nehru-Gandhi family, which has been a central
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figure in the INC and Indian politics, starting with

Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister, followed

by his daughter Indira Gandhi, his grandson Rajiv

Gandhi, and now Rahul Gandhi.

India: RSS leader says lower House

election campaign by both sides increased

‘social tensions’

(lm) Mohan Bhagwat, the chief of the prominent Hindu

nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), in his

first comments following India’s recent elections to

Parliament’s lower House, emphasized the importance

of moving beyond election rhetoric and addressing

pressing issues such as the prolonged unrest in

Manipur. Speaking at an RSS event in Nagpur, Bhagwat

called for urgent peace efforts in Manipur, which has

been experiencing violence since May of the previous

year. He stressed that elections should be conducted

with dignity and should not be perceived as war,

criticizing the use of divisive campaign strategies and

falsehoods.

Bhagwat also highlighted the importance of the

opposition, viewing it as a necessary counterpoint

rather than an adversary, and underscored the need

for a respectful and inclusive approach to different

viewpoints. Despite acknowledging the positive

developments under the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-

led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the past

decade, Bhagwat noted that the country still faces

significant challenges. He called for unity and the

abandonment of the mindset that only one perspective

is correct, promoting a spirit of consensus and respect

for diverse opinions. [The Hindu] [Business Standard]

Following his speech in Nagpur, Bhagwat held two

closed-door meetings with Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath, known for his strong Hindu

nationalist image and focus on law and order, on June

15. Bhagwat's visit was aimed at discussing the reasons

behind the BJP's significant setback in Uttar Pradesh,

India’s most populous state and a key state within the

so-called Hindi Belt, where the party won only 33 of the

80 seats, a sharp decline from previous elections.

Uttar Pradesh has historically been a stronghold for

the BJP, especially in recent elections. The state is often

seen as a barometer for the party's national popularity

and influence. Thus, the recent decline in the BJP's seat

count has brought Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's

leadership under scrutiny.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-cy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-cj/


India: New national litigation policy

approved to address courts’ case backlog

(wh) Arjun Ram Meghwal, India's Minister of State for

Law and Justice, has approved the National Litigation

Policy as his first official act in office, aimed at reducing

the burden of pending court cases involving the

government. This initiative was part of the ruling

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s election manifesto and

seeks to expedite court resolutions, lower litigation

costs, and decrease the number of government-

involved cases.

The idea of the National Litigation Policy first emerged

in 2010 under then-Law Minister Veerappa Moily,

aiming to make the government a more responsible

participant in legal proceedings. Although introduced

over a decade ago, the policy had not been fully

implemented, leading to its revival by the current

administration. [India Today] [The Indian Express]

India: Karnataka High Court halts arrest

or detention of former Chief Minister BS

Yediyurappa

(wh) The high court in India’s Karnataka state has

halted the arrest or detention of former Chief Minister

B.S. Yediyurappa, who is accused of sexually assaulting

a 17-year-old girl earlier this year. The court directed

Yediyurappa to appear before the CID on June 17, after

he had sought more time to respond. The court

expressed doubts about the investigation's conduct

and noted Yediyurappa’s previous cooperation.

Yediyurappa, aged 81, is accused in a case filed in

March, alleging he molested a 17-year-old girl during a

meeting at his residence in February. The case was

subsequently transferred to the Criminal Investigation

Department (CID) for a thorough investigation. Despite

these allegations, Yediyurappa has denied any

wrongdoing and has committed to addressing the

matter legally.

The High Court's intervention followed the state's

critique, with Justice S Krishna Dixit questioning the

necessity of arresting the veteran BJP leader,

highlighting his prior cooperation with the legal

processes and his status as a former state leader. The

court emphasized Yediyurappa's preparedness to join

the investigation voluntarily on June 17, as he had

informed in a letter to the police.
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During the court proceedings, it was revealed that

although Yediyurappa had responded to initial

inquiries, he did not appear for the most recent

summons issued on June 10, leading to the issuance of

an arrest warrant. However, his counsel argued that

the complainant, who passed away on May 26 due to

illness, had a history of lodging frivolous cases,

suggesting that the credibility of the allegations might

be questionable. [Hindustan Times]

India: Day after taking oath, Sikkim’s

Chief Minister’s wife resigns as MLA

(sg) Krishna Kumari Rai, the wife of the chief minister

of India’s Sikkim state, Prem Singh Tamang, resigned

from the state assembly just 24 hours after taking her

oath on June 12.

Sikkim’s ruling Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) party

has not explained her abrupt resignation, but political

analysts suggest her candidacy was a strategic move to

influence a constituency dominated by the Rai, an

indigenous ethnic group primarily found in the hilly

regions of Nepal and parts of India, including Sikkim

state.

Rai had won the Namchi-Singhithang seat in the April

19 assembly election, defeating Bimal Rai of the Sikkim

Democratic Front by 5,302 votes. This area was

previously controlled by former Chief Minister Pawan

Kumar Chamling, who lost his seats.

There is speculation that Aditya Tamang, the Chief

Minister’s elder son, might be fielded from Namchi-

Singhithang. Aditya Tamang had previously won the

Soreng-Chakung seat in 2019 but was replaced by his

father, who won both the Soreng-Chakung and

Rhenock constituencies by significant margins. Prem

Singh Tamang is expected to vacate the Rhenock seat.

[NDTV] [The Hindu]

India: Massive fire in historical

marketplace area in Old Delhi

(sg) A massive fire engulfed more than 100 shops in an

area within Chandni Chowk, one of the oldest and

busiest markets in Old Delhi, devastating several shops

and destroying property and goods worth hundreds of

thousands of USD. The initial cause of the fire is yet to

be determined, but it reportedly spread quickly due to
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Bombay Suburban Electric Supply cables catching fire.

[NDTV] [The Hindu]

India: Crackdown on tribes development

corporation in Karnataka state uncovers

USD 1.4 million scam

(wh) In a crackdown on corruption, the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) of India’s Karnataka

state has uncovered a major scam involving the

Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes Development

Corporation. The investigation has led to the recovery

of INR 35,000,000 (USD 420,000) from premises linked

to the managing director of the corporation, bringing

the total recovered amount to INR 117,000,000 (USD

1,404,000) so far.

The CID has arrested eight individuals involved in the

scam, including two middlemen who opened multiple

bank accounts to facilitate the transfer of money linked

to the scam. Earlier, the CID arrested the chairman of a

credit cooperative bank in Hyderabad for his role in

assisting the accused with opening multiple bank

accounts for illegal money transactions. The

investigation continues as officials work to uncover the

full extent of the scam and recover additional funds.

The tragic suicide of a government employee in

Shivamogga, who died on June 14 after returning from

Bengaluru, brought the scam to light. A suicide note

found at his home implicated corporation officials in

fraudulent activities. In response to the scandal, B

Nagendra, the state Tribal Welfare Minister, has

resigned. [Hindustan Times]

India: Calcutta High Court mandates 1

percent job quota for transgender

persons in West Bengal state

(sg) The Calcutta High Court has directed the West

Bengal state government to ensure a 1 percent

reservation for transgender persons in all public

employment. This directive follows a petition by a

transgender individual who was excluded from

counseling and interviews despite passing the

Teachers’ Eligibility Test. The court referenced the 2014

Supreme Court NALSA judgment, a landmark ruling

that legally recognized non-binary gender identities,

including transgender persons, and upheld their

fundamental rights. [NDTV]
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India: YSR Congress alleges media

censorship by new Andhra Pradesh

government

(wh) On June 11, following their recent defeat in the

Andhra Pradesh assembly elections, the YSR Congress

Party has accused the new state government, led by

the Telugu Desam Party (TDP), of suppressing media

freedom. S Niranjan Reddy, a member of Parliament’s

upper House from the YSR Congress, has called for an

investigation by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of

India (TRAI) into the alleged unwarranted blocking of

several news channels.

In a formal complaint to the TRAI chairperson, Reddy

claimed that news channels such as TV9, NTV, 10TV,

and Sakshi TV were forcibly removed from

broadcasting by the state’s cable TV operators’

association, allegedly under direct pressure from the

current government. He criticized the action as lacking

lawful justification and procedural compliance, labeling

it a direct attack on press freedom.

Reddy's letter highlighted the potential chilling effect

such governmental interference could have on media

organizations, suggesting that fear of retaliation might

deter them from covering controversial or sensitive

topics. He urged TRAI to take decisive steps to ensure

that media outlets can operate without undue

governmental influence and to enforce compliance

with existing media regulations, specifically pointing to

Regulation 17 of the 2017 Regulations. [The Indian

Express]

India: Former Telangana chief minister

summoned by commission over power

purchase irregularities

(wh) K. Chandrashekar Rao, a former chief minister of

India’s Telangana state, has been issued a notice by a

commission appointed by the current government in

March to investigate claims that Rao's administration

bought power from neighboring Chhattisgarh state at

inflated prices for projects to address Telangana's

power shortage post-state formation. The commission

sought a response from Rao, who is now the leader of

the opposition and founder of the Bharat Rashtra

Samithi (BRS), by June 15. However, Rao has requested

an extension until July 30.
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Key concerns include a contract for 1,000 megawatts of

power from a project in Chhattisgarh that didn’t exist

when the deal was signed, leading to delays and

eventually, a failure to deliver the power promised.

Another issue is the technology used in the Bhadradri

Thermal Power Station, which may have led to

unnecessary environmental damage and higher

operating costs.

The commission, called the Justice Narasimha Reddy

commission, has also sent notices to 25 other people,

including former government officials and energy

executives, who were involved in these decisions.

Some of them have already given their statements

about these deals. [The Hindu] [The Indian Express]

India: Prime Minister Modi releases USD

2.4 billion for farmers during visit to

constituency

(lm) Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited his

parliamentary constituency, the city of Varanasi in

Uttar Pradesh state, on June 18, marking his first visit

since assuming office for a third consecutive term.

During the visit, he released the 17th installment of the

PM-KISAN scheme, distributing over INR 200 billion

(USD 2.4 billion) to 92.6 million beneficiary farmers

across India. Additionally, Modi conferred certificates

to more than 30,000 members of Self Help Groups

(SHGs) trained as 'Krishi Sakhis,' who will serve as para-

extension workers to support fellow farmers.

The PM-KISAN scheme, launched in 2019, provides INR

6,000 (USD 72) annually to beneficiary farmers in three

equal installments. Since its inception, over INR 3.04

trillion (USD 36.48 billion) had been disbursed to more

than 110 million farmers.

The Krishi Sakhi scheme, a collaborative effort with the

Rural Development Ministry, aimed to train 90,000

women from SHGs as para-extension agriculture

workers. By then, more than 34,000 Krishi Sakhis had

been certified across 12 states. The government was

also preparing a 100-day plan for the agriculture

sector, reinforcing its commitment to farmers' welfare

and agricultural development. [The Hindu]

India: Government approves re-

appointment of NSA Dahal, Principal

Secretary to Prime Minister Modi
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(wh) India’s central government has approved the re-

appointment of Ajit Doval as National Security Advisor

(NSA) and P K Mishra as Principal Secretary to the

Prime Minister. Both appointments have been effective

since June 10 and will continue until the end of the

Prime Minister's term or further orders. They will hold

the rank of Cabinet Minister during their tenure. Doval,

a former IPS officer, has been NSA since 2014, while

Mishra has been in the Prime Minister’s Office since

2014, first as Additional Principal Secretary and then as

Principal Secretary since 2019.

Additionally, former Indian Administrative Service

officers Amit Khare and Tarun Kapoor have been

appointed as Advisors to the Prime Minister, with the

rank and scale of Secretary to the Government of

India. Their term is for two years from June 10 or until

further orders. [The Indian Express]

India: Home Minister Amit Shah reviews

security following terrorist attacks in

Jammu and Kashmir

(sg/wh) India’s Home Minister Amit Shah on June 16

chaired a high-level meeting with National Security

Advisor Ajit Doval, Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha, and senior officials from the

Army and Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF),

following recent terrorist attacks in four districts in the

Jammu and Kashmir union territory. The attacks in

Reasi, Kathua, and Doda districts resulted in the

deaths of nine pilgrims, a CRPF officer, and injuries to

seven security personnel and several others. [NDTV1]

The meeting also focused on the security preparations

for the upcoming annual Amarnath Yatra, set to begin

on June 29. Amarnath Yatra is an annual pilgrimage to

the Amarnath Cave Shrine located in Jammu and

Kashmir. It is one of the holiest shrines in Hinduism,

dedicated to Lord Shiva.

The high-level meeting chaired by Shah followed a

meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

where senior officials were directed to deploy a full

spectrum of counter-terror capabilities. The prime

minister discussed counter-terror operations with

Shah and took stock of the security situation from

Lieutenant Governor Sinha, with Doval and other

senior officials present. [business today] [NDTV2]

Notably, the attacks in Kashmir came after Home

Minister Shah, after taking office for a second

consecutive term, declared on June 11 the

government's intensified commitment to national
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security, vowing to fortify India against terrorism,

insurgency, and Naxalism by focusing on implementing

three newly enacted criminal laws set to take effect

from July 1. These laws: Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023,

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 2023, and

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam 2023, will overhaul the

existing Indian Penal Code, Code of Criminal

Procedure, and the Indian Evidence Act. This initiative

marks a significant transformation in India's criminal

justice system, aiming to modernize the framework

and discard colonial-era statutes. [Times of India]

India: Lt. General Upendra Dwivedi

appointed new Army Chief

(wh) Lt. General Upendra Dwivedi has been appointed

as the new Chief of Army Staff of India, succeeding

General Manoj Pande. Lt. Gen Dwivedi will assume his

new role on the afternoon of June 30, following

General Pande's retirement.

This appointment follows a notable extension of

General Pande’s tenure by one month, a decision that

was made just a week before his scheduled retirement

on May 31. This extension had sparked speculation

about the government's intentions regarding the

selection process for the new Army Chief.

Lt Gen Dwivedi, the current Vice Chief of Army Staff

and formerly the Northern Army Commander, is the

most senior officer in the Indian Army. Born in 1964,

he was commissioned into the Infantry (Jammu &

Kashmir Rifles) in 1984. Over his distinguished four-

decade career, he has held various command, staff,

instructional, and foreign appointments, including

commanding roles in the Jammu & Kashmir Rifles,

Assam Rifles, and as General Officer Commanding in

Chief of the Northern Command from 2022 to 2024.

[The Hindu] [The Indian Express]

It is customary for the most senior Army commander

or the Army Vice Chief to be appointed as the Army

Chief when the current Chief retires. The retirement of

an Army Chief is mandated by either the completion of

three years in the role or upon reaching the age of 62,

whichever comes first.

India: NIA charges two members of

People’s Liberation Front of India with

conspiracy, extortion
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(wh) The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has

formally charged two individuals linked to the People’s

Liberation Front of India (PLFI) – a militant organization

in India, primarily active in the states of Jharkhand,

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Odisha – for their involvement

in a conspiracy against security forces and extortion

activities.

The PLFI members were part of a conspiracy to

strengthen and revive the outlawed group, which aims

to wage war against the Indian government. They

generated funds through extortion from coal traders,

transporters, railway contractors, and businessmen in

Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Odisha. The

conspiracy also involved plans to carry out terror

attacks, murders, arson, and the use of explosives to

create societal terror.[The Indian Express]

India: VIP security up for major change;

NSG, ITBP to be withdrawn

(wh) The Indian government is set to overhaul its VIP

security framework, transferring responsibilities from

the National Security Guard (NSG) and the Indo-

Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) to other paramilitary

forces. Currently, NSG 'black cat' commandos provide

security for notable figures such as Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath and Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh. However, these duties will be handed over to

the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) as part of the

changes. Some VIPs guarded by ITBP will also see their

protection shifted to either the CRPF or the CISF's

Special Security Group (SSG).

This decision follows a broader review by the Ministry

of Home Affairs and is influenced by the need to focus

the NSG on its core missions, including

counterterrorism and hijack responses. Removing NSG

from VIP security, a role they have filled for over two

decades, is expected to free up around 450

commandos for more specialized tasks. [Times of

India]

India: Home Minister Shah chairs meet to

‘bridge ethnic divide’ in Manipur state;

chief minister not invited

(sg/lm) India's Home Minister Amit Shah chaired a

high-level meeting on June 17 to review the ongoing

ethnic conflict in northeastern Manipur state. The

conflict, primarily between the Meitei and Kuki-Zo
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communities, escalated significantly since May last

year, resulting in over 221 deaths and more than

50,000 displaced people. Key issues include land

disputes, demands for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status by

the Meitei, and allegations of drug trafficking involving

Kuki-Zo groups.

The meeting was attended by various high-level

officials, including Security Adviser Kuldiep Singh,

Director General of Police Rajiv Singh, and Army Chief

Manoj Pande; however, Manipur Chief Minister N.

Biren Singh was not invited, as the meeting was

focused on security officials.

During the meeting, Shah conducted a comprehensive

review of the security situation and directed officials to

increase the deployment of central security forces

strategically. He also emphasized strict legal action

against perpetrators of violence and stressed the

importance of proper facilities in relief camps for

displaced people. Shah also emphasized that the

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) would engage with

both the Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities to “bridge

the ethnic divide”. [ANI] [NDTV] [The Hindu]

India: Eight Naxalites, one soldier killed in

encounter in Chhattisgarh state

(lm) Eight Naxalites and one soldier from the Special

Task Force (STF) were killed in a gun battle in the

Narayanpur district of India’s Chhattisgarh state on

June 15. Security forces recovered eight Maoist bodies,

weapons, and other materials from the site. [The

Hindu]

Naxalites, also known as Naxals, are members of

militant communist groups operating in various parts

of India. Naxalites are predominantly active in the "Red

Corridor," a region that includes parts of several Indian

states such as Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar,

West Bengal, and Andhra Pradesh. This region is

characterized by dense forests and significant tribal

populations.

Since the beginning of 2024, intensified anti-Naxal

operations in Chhattisgarh have resulted in the deaths

of 131 Naxals, 22 civilians, and 10 security personnel.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai emphasized his

government's commitment to eradicating the Naxal

threat, stating that they will continue their efforts until

the goal is achieved. [The Hindu]
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India: HAL asked for proposal for 156 light

combat helicopters worth USD 5.4 billion

(sg) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) has received

a Request for Proposal (RFP) from the Indian Defence

Ministry for 156 indigenous Light Combat Helicopters

(LCH) valued at approximately USD 5.4 billion. This

includes 90 helicopters for the Indian Army and 66 for

the Indian Air Force (IAF).

The deal for the 156 helicopters was approved by the

Defence Acquisition Council last November, and HAL

will now provide a price quote to the Ministry of

Defence. Once finalized, the deal requires approval

from the Cabinet Committee on Security.

Additionally, the Indian Army is preparing to induct the

first batch of six AH-64E Apache attack helicopters,

which will be deployed in the desert sector from May

onwards. [ANI] [The Hindu]

Maldives: Government to amend Right to

Information Act

(hgh) The Maldivian government plans to propose

amendments to the Right to Information (RTI) Act to

improve transparency and access to public

information. These amendments are part of the Legal

Reform Agenda of the Attorney General. Specific

details of the proposed amendments have not yet

been disclosed.

This announcement comes amid increasing RTI

requests directed at the President's Office and

complaints about its failure to respond within the

standard compliance window. The Information

Commissioner, Aahid Rasheed, is investigating the

reasons behind the President's Office's non-

compliance with the RTI Act. [the edition]

Maldives: Hussain Riza Adam elected as

president of Judicial Service Commission

(hgh) Hussain Riza Adam, a member of the Maldivian

parliament, has been elected as the president of the

Judicial Service Commission (JSC), a key institution in

many countries responsible for overseeing the

administration, appointment, and discipline of the

judiciary. This comes after President Mohamed Muizzu

appointed Parliament Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla

and Riza to the JSC on June 4. Abdul Raheem was
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appointed in his capacity as the parliament speaker,

while Riza represents the new parliamentary

assembly. [The Sun]

Maldives: Fishers protest for better

conditions and sustainable practices

(hgh) the Maldivian fishing community took to the

waters and streets in a series of protests that

highlighted their plight and demands for better

working conditions, fair compensation, and sustainable

fishing practices. The protests, which saw boats

blockaded and demonstrations in Malé, underscored

the growing tensions between the fishers and the

government.

The immediate cause of the protests was the

government’s consideration of reintroducing long-line

fishing, a method that fishers argued would devastate

marine life and their livelihoods. Long-line fishing,

which indiscriminately traps marine species, was seen

as a threat to the sustainable pole-and-line method

currently employed in the Maldives. Fishers feared that

long-line fishing would not only harm the environment

but also reduce fish stocks critical for their survival.

The protests gained momentum as fishers in Malé

were blocked by authorities from entering the capital

with their boats. The situation escalated, drawing

national attention to the fishers' demands. The

government, in response to the growing unrest,

decided to cut diesel prices, a significant operating cost

for the fishing boats. This move was a significant

concession aimed at easing the financial burden on

fishers.[Sunmv.1] [Sunmv.2]

Further addressing the grievances, the Maldives

Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO) agreed to settle

MVR 46 million in pending payments owed to fishers.

This settlement aimed to resolve long-standing issues

of delayed payments, providing much-needed financial

relief.[Sunmv.3]

Amid the protests, it was reported that the Maldives'

trade deficit had widened, with fish exports dropping

by 41 percent. This decline exacerbated the economic

challenges faced by the fishing industry, intensifying

the urgency of the fishers' demands for better

economic policies and support from the government.

[Sunmv.4]

The government also committed to clearing a

significant backlog of payments, disbursing MVR 787

million to fishers, thus addressing immediate financial
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difficulties. Despite these resolutions, the protesting

fishers continued to demand the fulfillment of the

government's pledges, including fair wages and

support for sustainable fishing practices.[Sunmv.5]

The protests highlighted the critical role of the fishing

industry in the Maldives and the need for policies that

balance economic growth with environmental

sustainability. As the government and fishers move

forward, the focus will likely remain on ensuring that

the industry is both economically viable and

environmentally sustainable.

Maldives: Police uncover large-scale scam

involving over 100 vehicles conducted

from within ministry

(hgh) In the Maldives, police have uncovered a large-

scale scam involving the illegal registration and

alteration of over 100 vehicles, conducted from within

the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation. The

investigation began after the theft of a van belonging

to the Maldives Airports Company Limited (MACL)

Managing Director. [the edition]

Maldives: Government offers treasury

bills worth USD 130 million for sale to

cover expenditures

(hgh) The Maldivian government has opened the sale

of Treasury bills (T-bills) worth MVR 2 billion

(approximately USD 130 million) to cover government

expenditures. This includes an MVR 1.2 billion (USD 78

million) T-bill with a 36-day repayment period, an MVR

160 million (USD 10.4 million) T-bill with a 92-day

repayment period, an MVR 195.2 million (USD 12.7

million) T-bill with a 190-day repayment period, and an

MVR 566 million (USD 36.8 million) T-bill with a 372-day

repayment period. The interest rates on these T-bills

range from 3.50 percent to 4.60 percent.[avas]

T-bills are short-term financial instruments issued by

the government at discounted prices, with the face

value repayable at the end of the specified period.

They are typically purchased by entities such as

pension funds, banks, government-owned companies,

and private companies.
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Nepal: Upendra Yadav re-elected JSP-

Nepal chair, unopposed

(lm) Upendra Yadav was re-elected unopposed as the

chairman of the Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal (JSP-

Nepal), a smaller opposition party primarily

representing Madheshi people, during the party's

general convention held in Janakpur, the capital of

Madhesh province.

The convention followed a significant split in the party,

where a major faction, led by the federal council chair

of the JSP-Nepal, Ashok Rai, broke away to form a new

party, taking seven out of twelve federal lawmakers

and thirty central committee members with them. The

split came at a critical time as the Yadav-led JSP-Nepal,

along with the Unified Socialist party, was at the time

planning to withdraw support from the government.

This would have led to a minority for the ruling

coalition. [The Kathmandu Post]

Yadav has contested the Election Commission (EC)’s

decision to recognize the breakaway faction, because

the EC officially registered the new Rai-led faction

despite it not meeting the required 40 percent support

from both the central committee and the

parliamentary party. In light of this, the Supreme Court

in mid-May issued an interlocutory interim order to

halt the EC’s recognition of the new party pending

further hearings. A final court verdict is pending. [AiR

No. 24, June/2024, 2]

Yadav has a long political career, having emerged as a

leader following the first Madhesh movement in 2007.

He has led various parties over the past two decades.

Experts note that regional parties in Nepal often

revolve around a single leader, which can lead to less

accommodating and more autocratic party structures.

This tendency weakens internal democracy, as

founding leaders typically control the party’s resources

and create loyalists who seldom challenge their

authority. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Education minister faces unified

opposition

(ps) Nepal's Education Minister Sumana Shrestha faces

unified opposition from ruling and opposition parties.

Shortly after assuming office, Shrestha began taking

steps to penalize teachers and professors involved in

party politics, which is prohibited under the Political

Parties Act of 2017. This move has drawn criticism

from major parties because many of their cadres are
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teachers. For example, at the Nepali Congress general

convention in December 2021, over five percent of the

delegates were schoolteachers. Similarly, the main

opposition, CPN-UML (Communist Party of Nepal

Unified Marxist-Leninist), and CPN (Maoist Centre) also

have numerous teachers among their representatives.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Additionally, she released a long-hidden High-Level

National Education Commission report advocating for

private schools to convert to non-profit trusts,

preventing them from distributing profits. This angers

many politicians with private school investments.

Teachers' unions and various political leaders have

expressed strong opposition to her directives and

policies, despite some support from lawmakers and

experts.

Nepal: Two new ministers sworn in to

Gandaki provincial cabinet

(lm) On June 11, the chief minister of Gandaki province,

Surendra Raj Pandey, expanded the provincial Council

of Ministers by inducting Phanindra Devkota from the

Nepal Samajbadi Party and independent assembly

member Rajiv Gurung, also known as Dipak Manange.

The appointment of Devkota is noteworthy because he

had earlier defied the whip of the Communist Party of

Nepal (CPN) (Maoist Centre), the party of Prime

Minister Dahal, to support Pandey, who belongs to the

Nepali Congress, the main opposition party on the

federal level. Devkota belongs to the Nepal Samajbadi

Party, but he fought the 2022 election under the

Maoist Centre’s symbol.

Pandey was sworn in as Chief Minister on May 29,

following a Supreme Court ruling that declared the

May 5 vote of confidence for Khagaraj Adhikari of the

CPN (Unified Marxist–Leninist), a core partner of the

Maoist Centre, unconstitutional. The court ordered

Pandey’s appointment within 48 hours as the leader of

the largest party in the 60-member provincial

assembly. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Crucially, in light of his defiance, Devkota has been

relieved of his position as a member of the Gandaki

provincial assembly on a recommendation from the

Maoist Centre. However, Devkota plans to move the

Supreme Court against his dismissal, because he

argues that the whip did not apply to him as he

belongs to a different party. Legal experts, however,

maintain that since Devkota contested the election
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with the Maoist Centre’s symbol, he is legally bound to

follow their whip.

As he has been relieved from his position as member

of the provincial assembly, Devkota can remain a

minister for up to six months even without being a

lawmaker. With Devkota’s removal, the assembly's size

is now 59 members, and Pandey still holds the majority

with the support of 30 members. [The Kathmandu Post

2]

Nepal: Plan to make National ID cards

mandatory draws flak

(lm) The Nepalese government's plan to make National

Identity Cards – introduced in 2018 – mandatory for

accessing various government services, including social

security allowances, has faced significant backlash

from lawmakers and citizens.

The Ministry of Home Affairs announced that from

mid-July, individuals such as people with disabilities,

the elderly, and single women will need the ID card to

receive social security benefits. The requirement will

also extend to services like obtaining driving licenses,

passports, phone numbers, registering births, deaths,

marriages, and company registration, as well as land

ownership transfers. This policy, set to be enforced in

28 districts starting the new fiscal year, stems from a

June 6 Cabinet decision.

However, lawmakers from the Communist Party of

Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist), a core member of the

ruling coalition government, have criticized the move,

arguing it was introduced hastily and without adequate

preparation, causing distress among vulnerable

populations who may find it difficult to visit district

offices to obtain the ID card. They have called for a

delay in implementation and better preparation for

distributing the cards.

Despite the criticisms, a department official defended

the decision, stating that beneficiaries have sufficient

time to register or renew their cards at ward offices

from July 16 to September 16. However, the process

has been marred by delays, with many citizens still

waiting for their ID cards months after registration.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Calls grow in Parliament to probe

Giri Bandhu tea estate corruption
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(lm) Calls for an investigation into a corruption scandal

that centers around a decision in 2021 by the

government under then-Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli

to permit a prominent tea estate in Jhapa to swap its

land holdings with plots elsewhere in Koshi province,

have intensified in the lower House of Nepal’s

Parliament.

Back in 2021, the Oli government decided to allow the

Giri Bandhu Tea Estate to swap its land with other

plots in Jhapa, a move that allowed the estate to

benefit from land holdings exceeding the legal ceiling.

However, the decision was overturned by the Supreme

Court on February 7 this year, with the court ruling that

the decision violated the Land Act of 1964, which

imposes a legal ceiling on land ownership to prevent

excessive land accumulation by individuals or entities.

Against the backdrop of the Supreme Court's full

verdict published on May 12, the main opposition

Nepali Congress and other opposition parties have

demanded an inquiry into the decision-making

process. Notably, the Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Socialist), a junior member of the ruling

coalition, has also called for an inquiry.

However, leaders of Oli’s Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (UML) defended the decision,

arguing that the law was enacted with no opposition

from other parties. Oli himself attempted to deflect

blame onto the Nepali Congress, but historical

decisions showed that permissions for land sales were

made under both UML and other leaderships. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court issues show cause

notice on funds allocation to Madhesh

lawmakers

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court issued a show cause notice

to the provincial government of Madhesh regarding its

decision to allocate funds to lawmakers. This follows a

Cabinet meeting, held after the appointment of Chief

Minister Satish Kumar Singh, where it was decided to

allocate NPR 50 million (USD 370,000) to directly

elected lawmakers and NPR 15 million (USD 111,000)

to lawmakers elected under the proportional

representation system for development activities in

their constituencies.

This decision comes in the wake of the Supreme

Court's previous halt on the Constituency

Infrastructure Development Programme at both

federal and provincial levels. Experts have criticized
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lawmakers' involvement in development projects,

arguing that it conflicts with their primary legislative

role and undermines their ability to hold the executive

accountable. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: No more delays in hearing

petitions challenging constitutional body

appointments, petitioners say

(lm) In Nepal, petitioners are urging the Supreme

Court's constitutional bench to expedite hearings on

writ petitions challenging the appointments of over

four dozen chairpersons and members of various

constitutional commissions, which have been delayed

for more than three years. These appointments, made

without parliamentary hearings during KP Sharma Oli's

tenure as prime minister, were contested due to a

controversial amendment to the Constitutional Council

Act. [The Kathmandu Post]

The amendment, made through an ordinance in

December 2020, allowed the Constitutional Council – a

key institution responsible for recommending

appointments to various constitutional bodies and

commissions – to make decisions with the presence of

only three of its six members, as opposed to the

previous requirement for a majority of the council

members to be present. This move bypassed the need

for the full council's approval and the mandatory

parliamentary hearings, which are required by the

constitution for such appointments.

This led to a series of legal challenges, with petitioners,

including senior advocates and the then-Speaker of the

House of Representatives, arguing that the

appointments were unconstitutional and demanding

their annulment.

Nepal: Anti-graft body files case against

six, including Bagmati mayor, deputy

mayor

(lm) Nepal’s anti-graft body, the Commission for the

Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA), has filed a

corruption case against six individuals, including the

suspended Mayor of Bagmati Municipality, Bharat

Bahadur Thapa, and Deputy Mayor Leela Kumari

Moktan, for alleged irregularities during the

construction of a dam. The case, worth NPR 302 million

(USD 2.23 million), was filed at the Special Court on

June 11. Other defendants include a former chief
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administrative officer, a former chief engineer, a

former account officer, and a former head of the

District Coordination Committee.

The charges stem from irregularities in the sale and

distribution of riverbed materials excavated during the

construction of Bharat Tal in wards 4 and 12 of the

municipality. Mayor Thapa is also facing a separate

corruption case filed by the CIAA on April 27, accusing

him of acquiring wealth illegally. The CIAA claims Thapa

accumulated property worth NPR 53.3 million (USD

394,420) through misuse of his position between

September 2017 and February 2023. The investigation

revealed Thapa's total property valued at NPR 132

million (USD 977,280), with only NPR 78.6 million (USD

582,684) having verifiable sources. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Lumbini Trust engineer gets six

years in jail for corruption

(lm) Nepal’s Special Court has sentenced an engineer

with the Lumbini Development Trust to six years in jail

for corruption. A bench found the defendant guilty of

illegally accumulating personal wealth. He was also

fined NPR 8 million (USD 59,200).

The Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of

Authority (CIAA), Nepal’s anti-graft agency, filed the

corruption case on April 7. The engineer was accused

of accepting a bribe of NPR 8 million from a

businessman, the proprietor of a construction

company contracted by the trust. The bribe was

allegedly taken through a third party during the

defendant’s tenure as the head of the planning section

in 2018/19, when the businessman’s company was

awarded a contract worth NPR 1.22 billion (USD 9.03

million). [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Former bank officer convicted of

money laundering, gets over three years

in jail

(lm) A former executive officer of the Saptakoshi

Development Bank was convicted of money laundering

by the Special Court in Kathmandu. The court

sentenced Subedi to a jail term of 3 years, 3 months,

and 18 days. Additionally, he was fined NPR 23.65

million (USD 174,610).
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The Department of Money Laundering Investigation

had initially filed a case demanding the recovery of

NPR 11.87 million (USD 87,838) and appropriate

punishment for the defendant. The court ordered the

confiscation of property equivalent to this amount.

Moreover, the defendant received an additional jail

term of two months and 18 days, along with a fine of

NPR 2.37 million (USD 17,538), for abusing his

authority. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Child marriage driving up maternal

and newborn deaths, report says

(lm) Child marriage in Nepal, despite being outlawed in

1963, continues to pose severe consequences, as

outlined in the report "Behavioural Determinants of

Child Marriage and Adolescent Pregnancy in Nepal."

This report, a joint study by the Nepal Health Research

Council and UNICEF, reveals alarming statistics: almost

20 percent of students expected to be in Grades 9 and

10 in Tripurasundari Municipality, Karnali Province,

leave school due to marriage. Among Dalits, the lowest

stratum of the castes in the Indian subcontinent, in

Dolpa District, early marriage is nearly universal, often

leading to early pregnancies. Moreover, teenage

pregnancy rates are notably high in certain regions:

Karnali Province at 21 percent, Madhesh Province at 20

percent, Koshi and Gandaki Provinces at 13 percent,

and Lumbini Province at 10 percent.

Nepal aims to end child marriage by 2030, as part of its

commitment to the United Nations Sustainable

Development Goals. However, the country still has the

eighth-highest rate of child marriage globally and the

third-highest in South Asia. The Nepal Civil Code sets

the minimum age for marriage at 20, with violations

punishable by up to three years in jail and a fine of

NPR 30,000 (USD 225).

Child marriage is associated with severe health

consequences, including adolescent pregnancy,

malnutrition, uterine prolapse, infant mortality, and

mental health issues. It also perpetuates cycles of

poverty and underdevelopment, severely limiting the

potential of young girls. Additionally, child marriage

contributes to higher suicide rates among young

couples facing familial rejection and societal pressures.

[The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Municipality, victims’ families

reach 10-point agreement in Kawasoti

(lm) In Nepal’s Kawasoti municipality, the families of

three women who died while digging a trench reached

a 10-point agreement with the local authorities. The

agreement includes providing each victim's family with

NPR 500,000 (USD 3,750) in compensation, an

additional NPR 50,000 (USD 375) for funeral costs, and

coverage of the body handling expenses. The

municipality will also establish a plaque at the incident

site to honor the victims.

Each child of the deceased will receive an endowment

fund of NPR 500,000 (USD 3,750), and the municipality

will fund their education, including stationery, up to

grade 12. Health insurance for the victims' family

members will be covered, and proper accommodation

will be arranged after assessing their living needs. The

agreement was signed by Kawasoti Deputy Mayor

Phulkumari Thanet, municipal staff, and the victims'

family members.

The victims died while digging a trench for sewer

construction, leading to local protests against the

municipality and contractors for neglecting basic safety

measures. The protests escalated, resulting in the

vandalism of the municipality office and the mayor's

house. Clashes between locals and security personnel

ensued, with tear gas being used and five police

officers injured. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Female cop found dead under

suspicious circumstances

(lm) In Nepal, a female police officer was found dead

under suspicious circumstances, hanging in the

washroom of the Siraha Police Office. Initially, the

police attempted to keep the incident under wraps.

Media personnel who arrived to cover the story

accused Police Inspector Udayabhan Dwibedi of

misbehaving with them. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Judge gets seven years in jail after

rape conviction

(lm) The Kathmandu District Court has sentenced

former judge Bhuwan Giri to seven years in prison

following his conviction for rape. The court also

imposed a fine of NPR 300,000 (USD 2,250).
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The case began when Giri’s wife lodged a complaint of

domestic violence and sexual exploitation against him

in November last year, which the police initially refused

to register. Giri retaliated by accusing her of theft. After

police inaction, the wife took her grievances to the

media and staged a protest outside the federal

parliament, leading to her arrest. She also sought

intervention from the National Human Rights

Commission, the National Women’s Commission, and

the Judicial Council.

In April last year, the Supreme Court ordered Giri's

detention, which led to his arrest. But despite the

Supreme Court’s order, the wife claimed no action was

taken, prompting Giri to surrender to the Kathmandu

District Court on April 15. Giri was then convicted on

May 27 by a a district court. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Discussion on status of child labor,

solutions for its effective prevention

(lm) Experts and rights advocates, during a discussion

organized by Nepal's Ministry of Labour, Employment,

and Social Security, called for stronger measures to

eliminate child labor. They emphasized the need for

effective coordination among government agencies,

adequate resource allocation, poverty eradication,

quality education, and social security measures. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: New government presents its

first budget as it seeks a new long-term

IMF bailout

(ss/lm) Pakistan's new coalition government presented

its first budget on June 12, aiming to secure a long-

term bailout from the International Monetary Fund

(IMF). The budget, totaling around USD 68 billion (up

from USD 50 billion last year), includes a proposed

salary increase of up to 25 percent for government

employees and sets an ambitious tax collection target

of roughly USD 44 billion, which is 40 percent higher

than the current fiscal year. [Arab News 1]

This increase is part of the government's strategy to

achieve a 3.6 percent economic growth rate and

stabilize the economy. Inflation has reduced from over

40 percent last year to 12 percent, according to

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, who stated,

"Now we are moving towards the right direction."

[Associated Press]
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Revenue target

To meet the challenging tax revenue target for the next

fiscal year, the government aims to increase the

number of taxpayers, as currently only about 5 million

of Pakistan’s 240 million people pay taxes. Specifically,

Minister Aurangzeb emphasized the need to widen

Pakistan's tax net by eliminating the "non-filer

category," which includes individuals and entities that

earn taxable income but do not file returns. [Arab

News 2]

Additionally, the budget includes a 48 percent increase

in direct taxes, a 35 percent increase in indirect taxes,

a 64 percent rise in non-tax revenue, and an 18

percent sales tax on textile, leather products, and

mobile phones. There is also an increase in the capital

gains tax from real estate. [Arab News 1]

Moreover, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif emphasized

on June 13 that Pakistan's elite must pay their fair

share of taxes. Sharif declared that tax evaders and

their enablers would be eliminated, highlighting the

Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) as a crucial component

of the national economy. He announced plans for the

digitization of the tax system and enhancement of the

FBR's human resources, aiming to lower tax rates while

increasing the number of taxpayers. [Arab News 2]

Public debt-to-GDP ratio

Additional key objectives for the upcoming fiscal year

include reducing the public debt-to-GDP ratio to

sustainable levels and improving Pakistan's balance of

payments. The fiscal deficit is projected to drop to 5.9

percent of GDP from 7.4 percent in the current year.

The central bank, however, warned of possible

inflationary effects from the budget and noted the

need for structural reforms to broaden the tax base.

The bank cut interest rates for the first time in four

years to boost growth, following a sharp decline in

inflation from 38 percent last year to 11.8 percent in

May. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan: Mixed feedback on

government’s budget proposal

(lm) The budget presented by Pakistan's new coalition

government has received mixed feedback from various

quarters of society.

Top IT body says government signed ‘death warrant’ of

industry with budget
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The Pakistan Software Houses Association (P@SHA)

has expressed significant concerns about the national

budget for 2024-25, stating that the government has

overlooked the IT industry's proposals. Despite the

sector's robust growth, with USD 310 million in inflows

recorded in April and a 62 percent year-on-year

growth, P@SHA officials criticized the budget for its

higher income taxes on the salaried class, which could

worsen brain drain issues. They also highlighted that

the budget's allocation for government IT projects and

parks neglected the broader IT industry and criticized

the increased taxes on equipment imports and

hardware, which contradict the Ministry of IT and

Telecom's support claims. [Arab News 1]

National Press Club lauds announcement of health

insurance scheme for journalists

By contrast, the National Press Club has praised the

government's decision to include a USD 3.6 million

health insurance scheme for journalists in the 2024-25

budget. This initiative aims to cover 15,000 journalists

and media workers in two phases. Initially, 5,000

journalists and media workers will receive health

insurance, which will later extend to another 10,000.

[Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-premier Imran Khan

accepts Supreme Court’s advice to hold

talks with political parties

(ss/lm) Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan

recently accepted a Supreme Court judge's advice to

engage in discussions with rival parties, particularly the

ruling Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) and the

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). Khan, who has been

jailed since August last year on corruption charges, had

previously refused any dialogue with his political rivals

or the military. [Next Pakistan]

Khan was ousted from his position as prime minister in

April 2022 through a parliamentary vote of no

confidence, which he claimed was orchestrated by the

United States in collaboration with his political rivals

and the then Pakistan Army chief. All parties accused

have denied these allegations. [BBC]

Political tensions escalated on May 9, when Khan’s

supporters allegedly attacked military and government

installations following his brief arrest. The government

responded with a crackdown on Khan’s Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, detaining hundreds of its

leaders and supporters. [Reuters]
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Against the backdrop of Khan’s decision to engage in

talks with rival parties, Mehmood Khan Achakzai, a

confidant of Khan, emphasized on June 13 that political

talks with the coalition government should not be seen

as "anti-army." Achakzai clarified in an interview that

the purpose of these talks is to move past previous

conflicts and work towards a solution with the entire

political elite, even if the outcome is not perfect. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Prime minister proposes

committee for resolving political issues in

meeting with JUI-F chief

(ss) Pakistan’s Shehbaz Sharif proposed forming a

committee to address political issues collaboratively

during a meeting with Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F)

chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman in Islamabad. The visit

aimed to regain Rehman’s trust and invite him to join

the ruling coalition.

Rehman has been a key figure in the opposition

movement against jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran

Khan. As the head of the Pakistan Democratic

Movement (PDM), an alliance of 11 then-opposition

parties, including Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League

(Nawaz) (PML-N), Rehman played a crucial role in

leading protests and demanding Khan's resignation.

However, Rehman’s JUI-F faced defeat in the February

8 elections, and he has since labeled the polls as

"rigged," continuing his pattern of challenging election

outcomes that he believes are the result of

manipulation by powerful entities, including the

military and intelligence agencies. At the same time,

Rehman has softened his stance towards the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of former premier Khan and

advocated for negotiations.

Against this backdrop, it is worth noting that the JUI-F –

an Islamist political party – has a significant support

base, particularly in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and

Balochistan provinces. In fact, KP Chief Minister Ali

Amin Gandapur, a close supporter of Khan, recently

suggested that the PTI should leverage Rehman’s

experience. [Radio Pakistan] [Geo News]

Pakistan: Top investigation agency moves

court against acquittal of jailed ex-Prime

Minister Khan in state secrets case
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(lm) Pakistan's Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has

appealed to the Supreme Court against the Islamabad

High Court's (IHC) decision to acquit former Prime

Minister Imran Khan in a state secrets case. Earlier this

month, the IHC overturned Khan's 10-year prison

sentence related to allegations of leaking a classified

cable sent by Pakistan's ambassador in Washington in

2022. The FIA's appeal is based on the short order of

the IHC, and the detailed verdict has yet to be

released. [Arab News]

The classified cable allegedly contained sensitive

information. Khan has claimed the classified cable was

evidence of a conspiracy to topple his government

after his visit to Moscow just before Russia's invasion

of Ukraine, an accusation denied by both the Pakistan

military and the United States government. Khan was

convicted by a lower court and sentenced to 10 years

in prison for making the contents of the classified cable

public. However, the IHC overturned his conviction on

June 3, 2024, acquitting him and his foreign minister,

Shah Mahmood Qureshi, of the charges [see AiR No.

23, June/2024, 1].

Despite their acquittal in the cipher case, Khan and

Qureshi remain in custody. Khan has been imprisoned

since August for an unrelated conviction involving an

illicit marriage. Qureshi is still facing multiple charges

related to the violent protests that erupted in May

2023, when PTI supporters stormed military and

government installations following Khan's arrest.

Pakistan: Deputy Prime Ministers’ post an

honorary one without ‘special office’,

court told

(lm) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) was informed by

Pakistan’s Cabinet Division that the deputy prime

minister's position is an honorary one without any

special office. This was stated during a hearing on a

plea challenging Ishaq Dar's appointment as Deputy

Prime Minister, filed by Sher Afzal Marwat of the main

opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party.

Marwat's petition argued that Dar's appointment, who

also serves as Foreign Minister, was unconstitutional

and created for personal reasons at public expense.

Dar, a close ally of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,

was previously the finance minister and head of a

special committee on privatization before being named

Deputy Prime Minister. Political analysts viewed Dar’s

appointment as a move by Nawaz Sharif to exert

indirect control over the government. The last person
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to hold the deputy prime minister position was

Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi in 2012. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Lahore High Court forms six

more election tribunals

(ss) The chief justice of the Lahore High Court, Justice

Malik Shahzad Ahmad Khan, has established six

additional election tribunals (ETs) for Punjab province,

despite the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)

considering this move irrelevant due to a new

ordinance allowing it to appoint retired judges to head

ETs. [Dawn]

The Election (Amendment) Ordinance 2024, which

allows the ECP to appoint retired judges to election

tribunals, was tabled in Parliament on June 6 after

being promulgated on May 27. For an ordinance to

become permanent law, it must be approved by the

Parliament or the Provincial Assembly within 120 days

of promulgation.

The federal government justified the ordinance, citing

the necessity due to high courts being overburdened

with 82,000 pending cases. However, this ordinance

has been challenged in the Islamabad and Lahore high

courts. Critics argue that a 2013 electoral reforms

committee had decided against appointing retired

judges to election tribunals. [AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2]

Pakistan: Lawyer files treason petition

against national cricket team following

world cup setbacks

(lm) A lawyer in Gujranwala, Pakistan, has filed a

petition seeking treason charges against the national

cricket team due to their poor performance in the

ongoing T20 World Cup. The petition criticizes the

team's inconsistent play, especially after losses to the

United States and India, and accuses the players of

wasting public funds and undermining national

integrity. It calls for a ban on the team until a thorough

inquiry is conducted and a detailed report is compiled

by the interior secretary. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Unusually heavy monsoon rains

will affect 200,000 people, top UN official

warns
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(lm) Unusually heavy monsoon rains in Pakistan are

expected to affect an estimated 200,000 people,

according to Mohamed Yahya, the newly appointed UN

Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator

in Pakistan. At a press conference in Islamabad, Yahya

stated that weather forecasts predict above-normal

rainfall, though not as severe as the 2022 floods that

killed 1,739 people, destroyed 2 million homes, and

submerged a third of the country.

In preparation, the UN, in collaboration with local

authorities, has allocated USD 40 million for

emergency responses.

Despite contributing less than 1% to global carbon

emissions, Pakistan suffers significantly from climate-

related disasters. This year saw the wettest April since

1961, with more than double the usual rainfall.

Pakistan, vulnerable to climate change due to melting

northern glaciers and rising air temperatures, has

faced altered weather patterns necessitating

infrastructure upgrades and agricultural adaptations.

The 2022 floods caused over USD 30 billion in damage,

severely impacting the economy. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Defense budget raised by 17.5

percent to USD 6.15 billion amid surge in

militancy

(lm) Pakistan has increased its defense budget by 17.5

percent to USD 6.15 billion (PKR 2.12 trillion), citing

rising militant violence and the country's geopolitical

situation. The announcement was made by Finance

Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, who stated that PKR

2.12 trillion (USD 6.15 billion) would be allocated for

defense, while PKR 849 billion (USD 3.06 billion) would

go towards civil administration expenses. Last year's

defense budget was PKR 1.80 trillion (USD 5.23 billion).

The increase in defense spending has sparked debates

about the balance between security needs and other

critical public services such as education and

healthcare. Concerns about transparency in military

spending persist, as detailed breakdowns of the

budget are rarely provided.

In addition to the defense budget, PKR 662 billion (USD

2.38 billion) for retired military personnel will be drawn

from the government's current expenditure rather

than the defense budget. This amount constitutes

about 31 percent of the allocation for the armed

forces.
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The rise in militant violence, especially in areas

bordering Afghanistan, has led to targeted military

operations. Pakistan's military and law enforcement

agencies are also tasked with protecting Chinese

nationals working on the China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC), a key project for the country's

economic security. Militant groups have periodically

attacked these workers, including a recent suicide

bombing that killed five Chinese nationals. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Police officer killed, religious

party leader injured

(lm) A senior police officer was killed, and a religious

party leader was injured in separate attacks in

Pakistan's northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

province, amid a surge in violence in the region. The

province, bordering Afghanistan, has recently

witnessed numerous attacks on police, security forces,

and anti-polio vaccination teams.

In the latest incident, the station house officer at a

police station in South Waziristan was shot dead.

Police are investigating the case, considering both

personal enmity and other motives. A day earlier, a

member of the Jamiat Ulema Islami (JUI) religious

party, was seriously injured when his vehicle was

ambushed. Additionally, another prayer leader, was

killed by unidentified gunmen near a mosque in the

Khyber tribal district, and three policemen were killed

in separate attacks two weeks ago.

Although no group has claimed responsibility for these

killings, officials suspect the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP) to be behind the attacks. The TTP has been linked

to dozens of recent attacks in the region. This year, the

number of police killings in KP has risen to 60. The

spike in militant violence follows the TTP's termination

of its truce with the Pakistani government in November

2022. Islamabad attributes the violence to militants

operating from Afghanistan, a claim Kabul denies,

asserting that the issue is a domestic problem for

Pakistan.[Arab News]

Pakistan: Five terrorists killed in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province

(ss) On June 16, security forces in Pakistan's Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province conducted an operation in the

Khyber tribal district, resulting in the death of five
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terrorists. Weapons, ammunition, and explosives were

also recovered from the site.[Radio Pakistan]

Sri Lanka: Committee appointed to

investigate intelligence handling in Easter

Sunday attacks

(hgh) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

appointed a Committee of Inquiry to investigate the

handling of intelligence related to the Easter Sunday

terror attacks by the State Intelligence Service (SIS),

Chief of National Intelligence (CNI), and other

authorities. The committee is led by retired Judge Ms.

A.N.J. De Alwis, and its findings are expected by

September 15. [Newswire]

The Easter Sunday attacks refer to a series of

coordinated terrorist bombings that took place in Sri

Lanka on April 21, 2019. The attacks targeted three

churches and three luxury hotels across the country,

killing more than 250 people and injuring over 500.

Following the attacks, several investigations were

launched to understand the failures that allowed the

attacks to happen and to prevent future incidents,

including a Parliamentary Select Committee and a

Presidential Commission of Inquiry. These

investigations revealed that both local and foreign

intelligence agencies had provided warnings about a

possible attack weeks before the bombings. These

warnings included specific details about the targets

and the perpetrators. Despite the warnings, there was

a significant lapse in the security apparatus, and no

substantial measures were taken to prevent the

attacks.

However, while the investigations into the Easter

Sunday attacks aimed to uncover the truth and hold

those responsible accountable, they faced

considerable criticism for their handling of intelligence,

accountability, effectiveness, transparency, and follow-

up actions.

In a case in point, former Senior DIG of the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID), Ravi Seneviratne,

stated in an exclusive interview that the Easter Sunday

attacks could have been prevented if the SIS and the

Directorate of Military Intelligence (DMI) had not

misled the CID. He accused the Deputy Chief of SIS,

DIG Sampath Liyanage, of preventing the CID from

obtaining a crucial statement from an SIS officer, and

DMI Head Nilantha Jayawardena of sending four false

reports in late 2018 and early 2019, wrongly attributing
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murders to the LTTE instead of the actual perpetrators,

the National Thowheed Jamath (NTJ).

He also highlighted that after President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa took office in November 2019, CID

investigators, including Director CID SSP Shani

Abeysekera, were transferred, which hampered

ongoing investigations. Travel bans were imposed on

704 CID officers involved in the Easter attack

investigation, which Seneviratne claimed was a

violation of immigration laws. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: New Immigration Bill to be

presented to Parliament

(hgh) Sri Lanka’s Cabinet of Ministers has approved the

publication of the new draft Immigration Bill in the

Government Gazette and its subsequent presentation

to Parliament for approval. The current Immigration

Act, originally enacted in 1948, has been amended

multiple times, but rapid technological advancements

and international trends necessitated a new Act. The

draft bill, prepared by the Legal Draftsman and cleared

by the Attorney General, was proposed by the Minister

of Public Security, Tiran Alles, and has received Cabinet

approval. [Ada derana]

Sri Lanka: Presidential election crucial for

country’s future, says President

Wickremesinghe

(lm) Sri Lanka’s President has Ranil Wickremesinghe

emphasized that the upcoming presidential election

will be crucial for the country’s future, focusing on

national success rather than personal victories.

Speaking at a policy reform discussion,

Wickremesinghe highlighted the importance of

implementing robust economic reforms to ensure

long-term prosperity and acknowledged the critical

role that youth and various sectors of society play in

shaping the nation's future. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Group of retired police senior

express disapproval of two former senior

officers joining NPP

(lm) In Sri Lanka, a group of retired senior police

officers, including former Inspectors General of Police

(IGPs) and Senior Deputy Inspectors General (DIGs),
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expressed disapproval of former Senior DIG Ravi

Seneviratne and former Director of the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID) SSP Shani Abeysekera

joining the National People's Power (NPP) party. [Daily

Mirror]

The NPP, or Jathika Jana Balawegaya (JJB), is a political

alliance in Sri Lanka established in 2019. The NPP

consists of 28 political parties and various

organizations, including worker unions, women's rights

groups, and youth organizations. The alliance is known

for its leftist and working-class centered ideology,

advocating for the nationalization of Sri Lanka's

resources and state-led industrialization.

Former Senior DIG Ravi Seneviratne and former

Director of the Criminal Investigation Department SSP

Shani Abeysekera joined the NPP party on June 9,

during an event organized by the NPP’s Retired Police

Collective at the National Youth Council in

Maharagama.

Sri Lanka: Public finance committee chair

calls for immediate action to regulate

online casinos

(lm) Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee on Public

Finance (CoPF), has called for immediate action to

regulate online casinos in Sri Lanka. Despite existing

prohibitions, these casinos continue to operate openly,

depriving the country of significant revenue.

At a recent CoPF meeting on June 6, the necessity of

establishing a casino regulator was highlighted.

Representatives from the Ministry of Finance and the

central bank agreed that a regulatory authority could

effectively manage current issues surrounding casinos.

De Silva emphasized the importance of enacting

legislation to establish this body, which is crucial for

attracting foreign investors and ensuring the

government collects due revenue from the casino

industry. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Workers hospitalized after

inhaling toxic fumes

(hgh) At least 30 factory workers in Sri Lanka were

hospitalized after inhaling toxic chemical fumes. The

incident occurred in a factory where the workers were

exposed to harmful fumes, leading to symptoms such
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as nausea, difficulty breathing, and dizziness. [Ada

Derana]

Sri Lanka: New rules for money transfer

services

(hgh) The Central Bank of Sri Lanka announced its

decision to regulate Money or Value Transfer Service

(MVTS) providers in the country aiming to enhance the

integrity and security of financial transactions,

ensuring compliance with international standards to

prevent money laundering and terrorism financing. By

implementing these regulations, CBSL seeks to create

a more transparent and accountable financial

environment, thereby safeguarding the interests of all

stakeholders involved. [ft.IK]

Sri Lanka: Country manufactures poverty

as politics outweighs industry

profitability, says Maj Gen Perera

(lm) Major General Boniface Perera, a decorated

military officer who served as Security Forces

Commander of the Wanni Region and Eastern

province, argues that Sri Lanka's political system

prioritizes profit over national development,

perpetuating poverty and insecurity. In an interview,

he highlighted that when politics is more profitable

than the country's industries, the nation manufactures

poverty and menace. He criticizes the management of

intelligence services, emphasizing that military

intelligence should focus on economic opportunities

and national security rather than political interference.

Perera links national security directly to economic

strength, asserting that without a strong economy,

national security cannot be ensured. He believes that

national security encompasses a wide range of factors,

including national culture, diplomacy, science and

technology, and political capability. He argues that Sri

Lanka's defense policy should be "Active Defence,"

focused on maintaining peace through strength rather

than offensive actions.

He also underscores the importance of national unity

for security, criticizing the political exploitation of

ethnic and religious divisions. Perera advocates for a

non-aligned foreign policy, reflecting Sri Lanka's

strategic position between major powers like China,

India, and the US. He points out that Sri Lanka's
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geographical location makes it an "unsinkable aircraft

carrier" of immense strategic importance.

Furthermore, Perera discusses the potential for

transforming retired military personnel into economic

actors through entrepreneurship, enhancing the

national economy. He cites successful models from

other countries, emphasizing that veterans possess

the necessary skills to become entrepreneurs and

create jobs.

Perera expresses concern over the current lack of

hope among Sri Lanka's citizens, noting that many are

leaving the country due to economic hardships. He

calls for visionary leadership to restore hope and

confidence, providing comprehensive support for

entrepreneurs and youth to prevent brain drain and

economic stagnation. He concludes by expressing his

willingness to support any government or leader who

shares his vision for transforming Sri Lanka's economic

and security landscape. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe

awards land deeds in Mannar district

(hgh) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe

awarded 442 out of 5,000 land deeds to residents of

Mannar district as part of the ‘Urumaya’ national

program, which aims to grant 2 million freehold deeds

across Sri Lanka. Additionally, President

Wickremesinghe held a District Development

Committee meeting at the Mannar District Secretariat,

involving government and opposition parliamentarians

and key officials to review ongoing district projects.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police advises public to verify

identity of plainclothes officers

(hgh) The police Sri Lanka have advised the public to

verify the identity of individuals in plain clothes

claiming to be police officers to avoid falling victim to

scams.

This follows an incident where two individuals posing

as police officers robbed a pedestrian of his wallet and

mobile phone, valued at nearly LKR 200,000 (USD 660).

The robbers, who were on a motorcycle, also

demanded LKR 35,000 (USD 115.50) for the return of

the stolen items. Following a complaint, the police

launched an investigation. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: President assures imputed

rental Income Tax won’t burden middle-

class

(hgh) Sri Lanka’s President Wickremesinghe clarified

that the proposed imputed rental income tax will not

be aimed at average-income earners. This statement

was made to address public concerns and ensure that

the tax policy would not unduly burden middle-class

families. The imputed rental income tax is intended to

target higher-income individuals who own multiple

properties, to ensure a fairer tax system and generate

revenue for the country.

The clarification comes as part of broader economic

reforms supported by the International Monetary Fund

(IMF), which aim to stabilize Sri Lanka's economy and

enhance fiscal responsibility without

disproportionately affecting the average citizen. [Ada

derana]
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Cambodia: Public administration reform

2024-2028 action plan launched

(lvw) The Cambodian government has launched the

2024-2028 Action Plan for public administration

reform. This initiative was announced during a meeting

of the National Committee of Public Administration

Reform, chaired by Prime Minister Hun Manet at the

Peace Palace on June 12.
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Prime Minister Hun Manet emphasized the importance

of these reforms in creating an effective, dynamic, and

resilient public administration system. He stated that

these measures are crucial for achieving Cambodia's

goal of becoming a high-income country by 2050, as

outlined in the Royal Government's Pentagonal

Strategy-Phase I.

A long-term socioeconomic plan aligned with

Cambodia Vision 2050, under which Cambodia aims to

become an upper-middle-income country by 2030 and

a high-income one by 2050, the pentagonal strategy is

to be implemented over the next 25 years. Pentagon

Phase-I includes human capital development and

strengthening the social protection system as its key

focus areas.

Manet Cambodia’s aspiration to develop into a vibrant

nation with a strong state, good governance, and

transparent, accountable institutions. He called for a

unified approach under the motto “One Voice – One

Strategy – One Plan” and encouraged continued

proactive cooperation among all governmental bodies.

[Cambodian People’s Party] [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Abuses of authority amongst

high-ranking police officers, officials in

Kampong Speu province

(lvw) The Cambodian Ministry of Interior has demoted

four high-ranking police officers to junior officers for

abusing their authority by accepting bribes and illegally

seizing goods. The officers were removed from their

positions as Deputy Chiefs of the Secretariat of the

Cambodian Counter Counterfeit Committee (CCCC)

following numerous complaints from business owners.

Prime Minister Hun Manet ordered the reorganization

of the CCCC on May 11 which now comprises 15

members and no longer has the authority to crack

down, inspect, or arrest individuals for possessing

counterfeit products. [Khmer Times 1]

Hun Many, Deputy Prime Minister of Cambodia and

brother of Prime Minister Hun Manet, has directed

Kampong Speu Provincial Authorities to strictly punish

officials who abuse their power and violate

professional ethics. This directive was given during the

inauguration of the Kampong Speu Provincial Council

on June 12. This focus on good governance through

effective public services, modernizing state institutions,

and public administration aligns with the country’s

Pentagon Strategy. [Khmer Times 2]
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Cambodia: Ministry of the Interior

demotes deputy chief for misconduct

(lvw) Brigadier General Keo Saravuth, Deputy Chief of

the General Department of Internal Audits at

Cambodia's Ministry of Interior, was demoted for

accepting bribes from 10 commune administrators in

exchange for falsifying their financial reports, violating

police protocol.

The demotion, effective June 6, followed an

anonymous social media leak detailing the misconduct.

Between April 22 and May 15, Saravuth and seven

other officers accepted one million Riel (about USD

250) from each commune in Kampong Speu province.

After an investigation initiated by Minister Sar Sokha,

Saravuth confessed to the bribes, leading to his and

the involved officers' removal from their positions.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: More incarcerated people than

ever before

(lvw) The number of detainees in Cambodian prisons

has reached nearly 50,000, an unprecedented figure,

according to Nouth Savna, deputy director-general of

the Ministry of Interior’s General Department of

Prisons (GDP). Despite expanding prison facilities

overcrowding persists.

Savna stated that building more prisons is only a short-

term solution and emphasized the need to modernize

the criminal justice system. He suggested alternatives

such as community sentences and flexible options for

minor offenses, noting that neighboring countries like

Thailand and Japan use bail and parole to manage

overcrowding.

The GDP is collaborating with the UN and Japan on

these issues. While efforts by the justice ministry to

reduce court case backlogs have helped alleviate some

overcrowding, the long-term and complex nature of

the problem makes it difficult to resolve quickly or

completely.

In recent years, the United Nations Human Rights

Committee has raised concerns over Cambodia’s

overcrowded and unsanitary prisons, which may

violate international laws against cruel and inhuman

punishment. A 2022 report showed that the prison

population nearly doubled since 2015, with about 30-

40% of detainees awaiting trial. The UN committee
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noted allegations of suspicious deaths in custody, and

Cambodian human rights defender Ny Sokha

highlighted the ongoing severe impact of overcrowding

on inmates' physical and psychological health. [Free

Radio Asia], [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Grassroots legal aid campaign

launched by Bar Association

(lvw) The Bar Association of the Kingdom of Cambodia

(BAKC) has launched the “Lawyers’ Campaign Project to

the Grassroots.” Based in Phnom Penh but operating

nationwide, this initiative aims to provide free legal

assistance and services to those unable to afford a

lawyer. The campaign will inform the public about

available legal services, offer free legal consultations,

and train local authorities on the criminal and civil

codes.

Qualified legal experts will travel to conduct courses

and workshops for local leaders, including village

chiefs, commune chiefs, district chiefs, provincial

governors, and police officers, all free of charge.

Supported by the Ministry of Interior, the campaign

began in June and involves 157 volunteer lawyers

dedicated to promoting the rule of law and

participating in responsible social activities, shared

BAKC President Ly Chantola. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Hun Sen calls for opposition to

be 'smashed' in leaked audio

(lvw) Former Prime Minister Hun Sen, in an audio

recording circulated on social media, urged supporters

of the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) to

"smash" and “destroy” opposition political activists. In

the recording, Hun Sen discussed measures to

undermine opposition forces and persuade activists

and defectors to join the CPP ahead of the next

elections.

Despite stepping down as prime minister, Hun Sen

retains significant influence as Senate president and

CPP leader. The audio follows a pattern of intimidation

and threats against opposition leaders before the July

2023 parliamentary elections, where the CPP secured a

dominant victory and the main opposition party,

Candlelight Party, was barred from the ballot.

Attempts to verify the audio have gone unanswered by

Hun Sen and government spokespeople. Opposition
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figures, including former lawmaker Eng Chhai Eang

and activist Rong Chhun, believe the audio reflects Hun

Sen’s ongoing strategy against political opponents and

serves as a psychological threat. [Radio Free Asia]

Indonesia: Kayan hydropower project

continues amid setbacks

(jb) The ambitious Kayan Cascade hydropower project

in North Kalimantan, Indonesia, is progressing despite

the withdrawal of major partners PowerChina and

Sumitomo. PT Kayan Hydro Energy (KHE) remains

committed to the USD 17.8 billion venture, which aims

to generate 9,000 megawatts of electricity through a

series of five dams.

Sapta Nugraha, KHE’s director of operations,

acknowledged the challenges but emphasized ongoing

efforts to maintain project momentum. PowerChina's

exit was attributed to pandemic-related travel

restrictions, while Sumitomo’s reasons were

undisclosed.

KHE is actively seeking new investors from Japan and

China and remains confident in completing the project

independently if needed. The company is also

addressing environmental and local concerns, such as

dust contamination affecting village water supplies.

The project, crucial for Indonesia’s green energy goals

and the development of the new capital Nusantara,

aims to complete its first dam by 2029, despite

significant hurdles in land acquisition and community

relocation. [Benar News]

Indonesia: 80 illegal fishing vessels seized

in first half of 2024

(jb) Indonesia's Ministry of Maritime Affairs and

Fisheries (KKP) has reported the capture of 80 vessels

involved in illegal fishing activities during the first half

of 2024. Among these, 69 were local vessels, and 11

were foreign, according to Pung Nugroho Saksono,

Director General of Marine and Fisheries Resources

Surveillance (PSDKP).

Vietnamese vessels were primarily intercepted on

Indonesia's western side, while Filipino vessels were

caught in the east. Additionally, a Russian vessel, Run

Zheng 03, is under investigation, with another Russian

vessel, Run Zheng 05, fleeing to Papua New Guinea

and triggering an international alert.
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Illegal fishing by local vessels often involves expired

permits or banned fishing gear. The most vulnerable

areas include the waters around Natuna, North

Sulawesi, Maluku, and the Arafura Sea.

The KKP is enhancing surveillance using technology

and intelligence, working closely with the Indonesian

Navy, Police, and international partners. [Jakarta

Globe]

Indonesia: Communications ministry

threatens to shut down X over adult

content

(jb) Indonesia's Communications Minister, Budi Arie

Setiadi, has warned that the government may shut

down the social media platform X, formerly known as

Twitter, if it does not comply with regulations banning

adult content. As the world's largest Muslim-majority

country, Indonesia enforces strict laws against obscene

online material.

Minister Setiadi confirmed that a warning letter had

been sent to X regarding this issue, citing the electronic

information and transaction (ITE) law, which imposes a

six-year jail sentence for spreading pornographic

content. X recently updated its policies to allow

consensually produced adult content, prompting the

minister's response.

Despite the warning, X, owned by billionaire Elon Musk,

has yet to respond. Indonesia, with 24.85 million X

users, plans to send additional letters before deciding

on a potential shutdown. The government remains

firm on ensuring compliance with its content

regulations. [Reuters]

Indonesia: Adopting India’s dual

citizenship model under consideration

(jb) Indonesia's Law and Human Rights Minister,

Yasonna Laoly, has proposed adopting an Indian-like

scheme to address dual citizenship issues for the

Indonesian diaspora. The Indian Overseas Citizenship

of India (OCI) scheme grants diaspora members similar

rights to citizens, excluding political rights.

Yasonna suggested that a similar approach in

Indonesia would allow the diaspora lifetime multiple

entry visas without voting or political privileges. He
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highlighted this during a meeting with the House of

Representatives’ Commission III on 12 June 2024

Current Indonesian law does not permit dual

citizenship, except for minors, who must choose a

nationality by 18 or before marriage. Yasonna

acknowledged the philosophical roots of Indonesia’s

single citizenship system, referencing the historic

Youth Pledge of 1928, which underscores national

unity.

Coordinating Maritime Affairs Minister Luhut

Pandjaitan previously suggested dual citizenship for

diaspora in the digital tech industry to enhance the

talent pool. The topic has gained attention following

past controversies, such as Arcandra Tahar’s dual

citizenship issue in 2016. [The Star]

Indonesia: Governance pioneer Hariadi

Kartodiharjo dies

(jb) Professor Hariadi Kartodiharjo, esteemed as the

"father of governance," passed away at 66 on 2 June

2024 in Bogor, West Java. Mourners gathered at his

residence in Bubulak village and the Al Fithrotus

Syafiiyah mosque to honor his legacy.

Born in Jombang, East Java, Hariadi was a prominent

advocate for Indigenous rights and a notable figure in

forestry governance. He served as a commissioner on

the National Human Rights Commission's 2015 inquiry

into conflicts over Indigenous lands and advised

Indonesia’s Ministry of Environment and Forestry and

the anti-corruption agency, KPK.

Hariadi authored influential works, including his 2021

book, Sins and the Future of Our Planet. His research

and advocacy profoundly impacted governance

practices, particularly in forestry and anti-corruption

efforts.

Hariadi's dedication extended beyond academia,

actively participating in environmental demonstrations.

His contributions to human rights and governance

earned him a revered place in Indonesian society.

[Mongabay]

Indonesia: Ministry emphasizes AI

regulation must be flexible and

appropriate
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(si) The Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs in

Indonesia emphasized the need for careful and

adaptive AI regulation. Chairul Saleh, the ministry's

assistant deputy for labor productivity improvement,

cautioned against rushing the formulation of AI

regulations, stating they must be appropriate and

flexible to foster innovation while addressing issues

like data privacy and intellectual property (IP) rights.

Speaking at a media briefing on digital economy

policies, Saleh highlighted the necessity of balancing

innovation with regulation to prevent stifling creativity.

He cited the example of AI replicating the late singer

Chrisye’s voice, underscoring the need to manage

royalties and other rights.

Saleh suggested considering regulatory sandboxes,

similar to those used in financial technology, to explore

effective AI regulations. Communication and

Informatics Minister Budi Arie Setiadi has also

proposed collaborating with the Tony Blair Institute for

Global Change to discuss generative AI regulations in

Indonesia. The ministry aims to ensure AI regulations

support innovation without compromising essential

protections. [Antara]

Indonesia: Strong economic performance

forecast

(si) Indonesia has demonstrated strong economic

performance amid global challenges. Post-pandemic,

global growth is forecasted at 2.6 percent for 2024,

driven by the robust US economy. However, this

growth lags behind pre-pandemic rates, with both

developed and developing countries expanding more

slowly.

Indonesia, along with India, stands out with projected

economic growth rates of 5.1 percent and 6.7 percent,

respectively, according to the World Bank which

attributes Indonesia’s solid growth to a growing middle

class and prudent monetary policies.

In 2024, Indonesia's economic growth is expected to

reach 5 percent, with the financial sector remaining

stable despite global uncertainties. The country’s GDP

growth is supported by strong private sector

performance, low inflation, and a healthy labor market.

However, risks such as rising living costs could impact

consumer spending. The government is urged to

manage price adjustments for essentials like fuel and

electricity carefully to maintain consumer purchasing

power. [Antara]
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Laos: Nutrition initiative expands across

rural areas

(lvw) The Second Reducing Rural Poverty and

Malnutrition Project for Lao PDR was launched on June

11 as part of the country’s wider Nutrition

Convergence program. The project aims to enhance

the social protection system and improve nutrition

behaviors in targeted areas, with a capacity to respond

to crises effectively.

This phase of the project, backed by the World Bank

and costing USD 37 million, targets nutrition

improvement and income enhancement in 25 of Laos’

poorest districts, benefitting around 85,000 people.

The project will have five components: strengthening

social protection, supporting the implementation of

nutrition-sensitive conditional cash transfer program,

implementation management support and institutional

strengthening, enhancing nutrition convergence

oversight, and developing emergency responses.

[Laotian Times] [World Bank]

Laos: Minimum government salary to be

raised

(lvw) On June 13, Minister of Finance Santiphap

Phomvihane informed the National Assembly that the

Lao government plans to raise the minimum salary of

civil servants to between LAK 2 million and 2.2 million

(USD 91.45 – 100.60) by 2025 to address the rising cost

of living and economic difficulties.

Santiphap noted that current salaries remain

insufficient against inflation and currency depreciation.

Inflation is expected to remain high throughout the

year, making it unlikely to meet the government's goal

of reducing the inflation rate to 9 percent. The Lao kip

continues to hit record lows against major currencies.

[The Star]

Laos: Police find 19 girls and women in

secret prostitution during raid

(lvw) Police in central Laos raided a restaurant on June

7 and discovered 19 teenage girls and women, some as

young as 13, engaged in prostitution.
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Prostitution is illegal under Lao law and the

restaurant's two owners were arrested and will be

charged with human trafficking. The rescued girls and

women were sent home after a re-education session,

and while the restaurant has been shut down,

authorities suspect similar activities at three other local

restaurants.

Laos faces significant challenges in combating human

trafficking due to limited resources and economic

hardships exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. In a

similar raid in February near Vientiane, police found 47

sex workers, including minors, in nightclubs and

restaurants, many from poor rural families. [Free Radio

Asia]

Malaysia: Amendments to Child Act of

2001 scheduled for presentation in

parliament this year

(ba) The Ministry of Women, Family, and Community

Development is finalizing amendments to the Child Act

2001, which will be presented in Parliament this year.

Minister Nancy Shukri stated that these amendments

aim to improve the Act and align it with the

establishment of the Department of Child

Development, which was initiated on September 1 of

last year.

While the Department of Child Development is

currently operating under the Social Welfare

Department, the amendments seek to address

structural changes and the division of duties and allow

the Department of Child Development.

Nancy emphasized that the amendments are not being

made due to external pressure but are necessary

because of the numerous incidents involving children

that require comprehensive regulations, including for

childcare centers.

The Department of Child Development was established

to find effective solutions for addressing the

increasingly critical issues of child neglect and abuse

promptly. This effort is based on five main pillars:

prevention, development, protection, rehabilitation,

and reintegration into society. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Muhyiddin to remain Bersatu

leader amid intra-party factional rifts
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(ba) Rifts within the opposition Malaysian United

Indigenous Party (Bersatu), which have widened ahead

of the upcoming party elections in October, have

compelled party president Muhyiddin Yassin to

postpone his desire to step down from the top

leadership role, according to an insider.

A party leader revealed that this was the reason

behind the Bersatu Supreme Council's decision during

their June 7 meeting to retain Muhyiddin as president.

The source acknowledged that the existence of

separate factions within Bersatu is no secret and poses

a threat to the party's prospects as well as those of the

opposition National Alliance/Perikatan Nasional (PN)

alliance of which Bersatu is a major component party

in the upcoming 16th general election.

Muhyiddin, who has led Bersatu since its inception in

2016, had previously announced last November that

he would not seek re-election as president. [Free

Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Wife of former prime minister

not to sell or dispose of luxury items

related to 1MDB case

(ba) Rosmah Mansor, the wife of former Prime Minister

Najib Razak, has pledged to the High Court not to

dispose of or sell her designer handbags, jewelry, and

other luxury items that are the subject of a USD 346

million lawsuit filed by 1Malaysia Development Bhd

(1MDB) against her.

The case is scheduled for case management on July 4.

Previously, 1MDB applied to freeze 11,991 pieces of

jewelry, more than 400 luxury handbags, and over 300

watches that were reportedly under Rosmah's control.

On May 9, 1MDB, SRC, and nine others (including four

1MDB subsidiaries) filed a lawsuit against Rosmah,

seeking US$D 64 million in assets. The plaintiffs alleged

that Rosmah, the wife of former Prime Minister Datuk

Seri Najib Razak, had misused funds from these

companies to buy luxury items such as jewelry,

watches, and handbags.

In addition to 1MDB, SRC, and the four subsidiaries,

the other plaintiffs include Affinity Equity International

Partners Ltd, Alsen Chance Holdings Ltd, Blackrock

Commodities (Global) Ltd, Blackstone Asia Real Estate

Partners Ltd, and Brightstone Jewellery Ltd. [The Star]

[New Straits Times]
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Former Prime Minister Najib Razak is at the center of

the scandal over the Malaysian sovereign wealth fund

1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB) scandal, which

was systematically embezzled, with assets diverted

globally by the perpetrators of the scheme. A 2015

document leak showed that Malaysia's then-Prime

Minister Najib Razak who had establish 1MDB had

channeled over RM 2.67 billion (about USD 700 million)

into his personal bank accounts from 1MDB.

Malaysia: 27 social media influencers

apprehended

(ba) Twenty-seven social media influencers were

arrested on June 13, by the police for allegedly

promoting online gambling on their social media

platforms. According to Mohd Shuhaily Mohd Zain, the

Royal Malaysia Police Criminal Investigation

Department Director, the arrests took place in various

locations including Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Johor,

Perlis, Kedah, and Penang.

The influencers, comprising 23 women and 4 men

aged between 21 to 35 years old, were apprehended

after a two-month intelligence operation conducted in

collaboration with the Malaysian Communications and

Multimedia Commission (MCMC).

It was further disclosed that the influencers often used

two social media platforms and disguised their illicit

activities under the guise of selling other products,

such as cosmetics, online. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Activists threaten street

protests over eviction of Bajau Laut

community

(ba) Youth activist group Liga Rakyat Demokratik (LRD)

and 125 other civil societies have jointly called upon

Sabah state authorities to immediately halt all

demolition activities affecting the remaining Bajau Laut

community in Semporna. The Bajau Laut, an

Austronesian ethnic group known for their maritime

culture and ability to free-dive for extended periods,

have traditionally lived in houseboats or stilt houses in

and around Semporna Island.

The groups emphasized the need for authorities to

address the community's situation and cautioned that

they may resort to protests if the matter remains

unresolved.
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LRD highlighted that operations to forcibly evict,

demolish, and burn homes of the Bajau Laut

community across seven islands in Tun Sakaran

Marine Park near Semporna have impacted over 273

homes and more than 1,500 people from indigenous

and marginalized backgrounds. In addition, LRD and

other civil societies urged the Home Ministry to

establish a special committee to address the issue of

statelessness among the affected population.

Lawyers of Liberty, a legal rights group, underscored

the government's responsibility to resolve the

longstanding issue of statelessness faced by the Bajau

Laut community. Borneo Komrad, a youth-led

advocacy group, questioned the actions of the

authorities, accusing them not only of destruction but

also of unlawfully confiscating belongings of the Bajau

Laut community during the eviction, which occurred on

June 4 and 5 and garnered widespread criticism on

social media.

Activists are calling for more compassionate treatment

of the community, who lack official identification and

access to essential services like education and

healthcare, leaving them vulnerable to deportation and

enforcement actions.

While the state government has denied any human

rights violations in the eviction of hundreds of Bajau

Laut individuals from the islands around Semporna,

Tourism, Culture, and Environment Minister Datuk

Christina Liew stated that her ministry is investigating

the incident amid international scrutiny. [The Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: Woman refutes allegations of

connections to former finance minister

(ba) Josephine Premla Sivaretnam, 69, who denies any

association with former Finance Minister Daim

Zainuddin, has filed a petition in the Penang High

Court to invalidate three asset declaration notices

issued to her by the Malaysian Anti-Corruption

Commission (MACC).

According to Josephine, the notices were issued in

February, March, and April under Section 36(1)(b) of

the MACC Act 2009. She contends that these notices

are unlawful, unreasonable, and marred by procedural

irregularities. Josephine has additionally requested a

suspension of all proceedings related to the notices

until her application is resolved.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-yhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-yhk/


In an accompanying affidavit, Josephine refutes claims

made in the notices alleging that Daim misused his

authority during his tenure and implicating her as a

potential accomplice. She asserts that she has no ties

as Daim's proxy, employee, trustee, or manager of his

business affairs. Furthermore, Josephine points out

that the notices demand information regarding assets

acquired from 1997 onward and requests an extension

to compile the required details, citing the impracticality

of gathering such information within the specified

timeframe. She argues that the notices should pertain

only to assets acquired after the enactment of the

current MACC Act on January 1, 2009. [Free Malaysia

Today]

Malaysia: Home Affairs Department calls

for not politicizing citizenship-related

briefing and information programs

(ba) Home Affairs Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

has called for all parties to refrain from politicizing

citizenship-related briefings and information programs

held at State Legislative Assembly (DUN) service

centers. He emphasized that these centers, whether

managed by government representatives or opposition

members, routinely handle requests from the public

regarding citizenship applications. These applications

often involve complex cases such as illegitimate

children, adopted children, children born abroad, or

parents married abroad.

Speaking at a press conference following the Field and

Posthumous Application of Rank ceremony at the

Police Training Center (Pulapol) on June 14, Saifuddin

Nasution cautioned against misconstruing these

efforts as part of any agenda to grant citizenship

wholesale.

He also referenced concerns raised by a Member of

Parliament from Kelantan regarding numerous

complaints about citizenship issues in areas bordering

Thailand, where marriages with Thai local citizens are

prevalent. In light of such complexities, he urged clarity

and transparency when evaluating the intentions

behind programs organized by elected officials to

address citizenship matters. [Astro Awani]

Malaysia: Anwar and Muhyiddin resolve

defamation lawsuits
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(ba) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and the National

Alliance/Perikatan Nasional (PN) Chairman Muhyiddin

Yassin have mutually decided to resolve their

defamation lawsuits against each other. The

agreement comes following guidance from a High

Court judge and consideration of the suits' impact on

the public.

In a joint statement shared on their Facebook pages,

they cited the current state of the nation, particularly

the welfare of its citizens, as a factor in their decision.

They announced their intention to end personal

disputes and halt proceedings at the Kuala Lumpur

High Court.

Anwar and former prime minister Muhyiddin

expressed hope that their resolution would be

respected by all parties, emphasizing their

commitment to refrain from further statements on the

matter. They also extended gratitude to the High Court

judge and court officials involved, while underscoring

their desire to maintain public trust in the judiciary.

Anwar filed a lawsuit against Muhyiddin, accusing him

of claiming that Anwar received a salary of USD 3.15

million while serving as Selangor’s economic adviser.

Anwar sought various damages from Muhyiddin,

including general, aggravated, exemplary, and

compensatory damages, as well as an injunction to

prevent further publication or dissemination of similar

defamatory statements.

Muhyiddin’s countersuit involved an allegation that

Anwar’s administration failed to cancel USD 1.73 billion

in settlers’ debt as promised. He argued that Anwar’s

remarks suggested he had lied about the Felda settlers’

debt waiver, and sought USD 84 million in exemplary

and aggravated damages, plus an unspecified amount

in general damages.

Anwar previously claimed that the PN government did

not allocate funds in the 2021 and 2022 national

budgets to address the Felda debt issue, noting that it

was only in his government’s 2023 budget that USD

208 million was allocated as an initial payment towards

resolving the debt. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Seventeen human trafficking

victims rescued

(ba) Seventeen Indonesian women, aged between 25

and 45 and suspected of being human trafficking

victims, were rescued on June 14 when police raided a
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maid service company's dormitory in Shah Alam,

Selangor. Soffian Santong, the assistant head of the

Royal Malaysia Police's criminal investigation

department's anti-human trafficking unit, stated that

the victims were taken into temporary custody.

The raid was conducted following a tip-off about

alleged forced labor. The victims, employed as

domestic workers, were reportedly forced to work

without pay. Some had not received any salary despite

working for periods ranging from six months to two

years, Soffian added.

Three men, aged between 31 and 40, who served as

employers and supervisors for the maids, were also

arrested during the raid. [Astro Awani] [Free Malaysia

Today]

Malaysia: Defense ministry aims to

provide family housing to 60 percent of

military personnel by 2029

(ba) The Deputy Defence Minister, Adly Zahari, outlined

the Defence Ministry's objective to provide family

housing for over 60 percent of its 100,000+ personnel

by 2029. Discussions with the Finance Ministry are

underway to address housing-related aspects and

achieve this target.

Zahari disclosed this plan during a visit to the Royal

Malaysian Navy Base in Sandakan on June 17. He also

announced an allocation of USD 84 million for the

maintenance and refurbishment of military family

housing. Regarding infrastructure upgrades, Zahari

reported that the renovation of the Operations Jetty at

Naval Region 2 Headquarters (Mawilla 2) in Sandakan

is 39 percent complete and slated for completion by

next year. [The Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sabah Law Society granted

court approval to proceed with a judicial

review of revenue entitlement

(ba) The Court of Appeal has granted permission to the

Sabah Law Society (SLS) to initiate judicial review

proceedings in its effort to enforce Sabah state’s

entitlement to a 40 percent special grant under the

Federal Constitution. In a unanimous decision the

court rejected the federal government’s argument that

issues concerning the special grant are beyond judicial

review and not within the court’s jurisdiction.
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SLS seeks to annul a 2022 gazette announcing that the

federal government will disburse USD 110.7 million to

Sabah for the years 2022 to 2026. Additionally, it aims

to compel the federal government to conduct a review

under Article 112D of the Federal Constitution to

accurately reflect Sabah's 40 percent entitlement.

SLS argues that while a review was conducted for the

period from 1969 to 1973, subsequent reviews had

been neglected, resulting in Sabah losing out on the

benefits of the special grant for 47 years. The federal

government countered that determining the grant's

value should involve collaboration between federal

and state administrations, considering their fiscal and

financial capacities. [Free Malaysia Today] [New Straits

Times]

Myanmar: Rebel forces seize key junta

facilities in Myanmar's Matupi town

(jb) Ethnic armed groups in Myanmar have captured

crucial government buildings in Matupi township, Chin

state, after intense clashes with junta forces. The Chin

Defense Forces, comprising several allied groups, took

control of an administration office and a police station

amid ongoing battles that began earlier this month.

The junta, deploying heavy weaponry and air support,

attempted to defend against the offensive.

Rebel armies, including the Arakan Army and Yaw

Army, have united with Chin forces to drive out junta

troops from strategic locations across Chin state.

Casualty figures from the clashes have not been

disclosed by either side. Requests for comment from

junta spokesperson Aung Cho went unanswered.

[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Junta’s VPN ban stifles

communication

(jb) Myanmar's military regime has banned VPN

services, intensifying its crackdown on free

communication and information flow since the 2021

coup. Residents are also reporting random phone

inspections by junta soldiers, with fines up to 3 million

kyats (USD 1380) for possessing VPN software. [The

Irrawaddy] [Radio Free Asia]

In recent years, citizens used VPNs to bypass

restrictions on Facebook and other messaging apps.
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Ma Wai Phyo Myint, head of Myanmar’s branch of

Access Now, highlighted the severe impact of this ban

claiming that the regime now exerts direct control of

the internet from the capital in Naypyitaw as it blocks

 widely used VPNs like Psiphon.

This move aims to restrict access to information and

disrupt anti-regime coordination efforts. Despite the

ban, some VPNs remain accessible, but the regime's

actions have caused significant difficulties in accessing

social media platforms.

The junta's efforts to promote its own apps, like

MySpace, have largely failed due to public mistrust.

Activists urge international tech companies to block

military-linked apps and call for global support to

restore secure communication channels in Myanmar.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Economy struggles amid

ongoing conflict, says World Bank

(jb) Myanmar's economy remains deeply affected by

the 2021 military coup, as ongoing civil war

exacerbates inflation and poverty, according to a new

World Bank report titled "Livelihoods Under Threat."

The report, launched on June 12, highlights the

country's sluggish GDP growth of just 1 percent over

the past year, with similar projections for the

upcoming year.

The report reveals that Myanmar's economy is now 10

percent smaller than it was before the coup. Inflation

has surged by approximately 30 percent nationally,

with conflict-affected regions experiencing price hikes

up to 200 percent. This inflation, driven by the

depreciation of the kyat, has worsened food insecurity,

affecting a quarter of the population.

The World Bank estimates that nearly one-third of

Myanmar's population lives in poverty. Despite some

improvements in manufacturing and agriculture, the

overall economic outlook remains bleak. Economic

recovery is deemed unlikely without significant political

change, experts say. [Malaysia Sun]

Myanmar: Rice shortage hits border town

after landslides

(jb) Torrential rains and landslides have cut off road

access to Myawaddy, a key trade hub on Myanmar’s

border with Thailand, causing severe rice shortages.
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The two main roads connecting Myawaddy to Yangon,

essential for rice delivery, have been rendered

impassable. The new Htoe Kaw Koe Road suffered

damage, while the old route through the Dawna

Mountains was blocked by landslides.

Local rice shops are now rationing supplies as

wholesalers run out of stock. Rice prices have surged,

with Shwebo Pawhsan rice rising from 180,000 kyats

(USD 40) to over 200,000 kyats per sack. Some

residents are turning to Thai imports to cope.

Limited supplies are reaching Myawaddy via smaller

vehicles, but quantities are insufficient, leading to bulk-

buying restrictions. The situation has left many,

especially low-income families and migrant workers,

struggling to afford food. Local charities urge those,

who can, to purchase food from Thailand. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Rebel group bombs gold shop

chain alleged to have junta ties

(jb) An insurgent militia in central Myanmar, known as

the No More Dictatorship People Defense Force,

bombed a Zwe Htet gold shop in Mandalay's

Chanayethazan township on June 12, injuring six

civilians. The group claims the gold shop chain is

financially linked to junta leaders.

Zwe Htet, a national chain with branches in Mandalay

and Yangon, has not commented on the attack. The

claims of financial ties to the junta remain unverified,

and the junta's spokesperson has not responded to

inquiries. [Radio Free Asia]

Philippines: Independence Day

celebrations illustrate uneasiness with

China

(rm) June 12 marked the 126th anniversary of the

declaration of Philippine Independence. President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. led celebrations in Manila,

participating in the flag-raising and wreath-laying event

at Rizal Park in the capital. In his Independence Day

speech, he stated that “Filipinos do not, and never shall

succumb to oppression.” This poignant statement

comes as tensions with China over disputed territories

in the West Philippine Sea continue to escalate.

[Rappler 1]
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This tension was illustrated by Filipinos on social media

as they celebrated their country’s Independence Day.

Among the social media users were artists who shared

their creative illustrations across multiple platforms to

commemorate the historic day. A large majority of the

shared artwork was centered around the ongoing

tensions between the Philippines and China. One

Facebook user shared an artwork highlighting the

stand-off between China and the Philippines, with the

caption (translated to English) “Never shall invaders

trample thy sacred shore.” There were also depictions

of Chinese and Philippine flags on a chessboard, with

an audience carefully watching. Referencing the

tension between the Chinese Coast Guard and Filipino

fishermen, one artist's illustration showed a fisherman

standing on a small boat proudly holding a Filipino flag,

while a large ship sailed towards him. All of these

artworks conveyed the growing worry among Filipinos

that tensions with China are not easing. The artistic

expressions reflect a heightened sense of nationalism,

as citizens grapple with the implications of a potential

escalation in the West Philippine Sea. The continuing

tensions between the Philippines and China over

disputed maritime claims add to the risks of conflict in

the Indo-Pacific region. [Rappler 2] [United States

Institute of Peace]

In addition to the artworks shared across social media,

celebrations across the country included cultural

performances, parades, including the “Kalayaan

Parade” which featured twenty-two floats from

different provinces, and a concert hosted by the Palace

at the Quirino Grandstand. [Rappler 1]

Philippines: Lower House leader wants

PAGCOR-run casinos privatized

(tl) Jonathan Keith Flores, the chairperson of the House

Committee on Government Reorganization, has

proposed the abolition of the state-run Philippine

Amusement and Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR) and

the privatization of its self-operated casinos. Flores

suggested creating the Philippine Amusement and

Gaming Commission (PAGCOM) to take over the

regulatory functions currently managed by PAGCOR.

The initiative aims to address the conflict of interest in

PAGCOR’s dual role as both regulator and operator of

gaming activities. Flores stated that once the

Government Reorganization and Games and

Amusement committees deliberate and finalize a

substitute bill, he will propose amendments to phase

out all Philippine Offshore Gaming Operations (POGOs)
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licensed by PAGCOR and dismantle illegal POGOs

without valid licenses.

Additionally, Flores intends to introduce amendments

to remove online games on mobile phones and

cyberspace, which have been associated with

cybercrime, scams, identity theft, and online theft.

Under the proposed bill, PAGCOM would collect a 5

percent gross revenue tax from casino operators and

an additional 25 percent from aggregate gross

earnings. These funds would support local government

priority projects, rehabilitation centers for addiction

treatment, and other national government social

service programs. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: House 'Young Guns' criticize

Senate over budget increase for new

building

(rm) In the Philippines, a conflict has emerged between

the two Houses of Parliament, the House of

Representatives and the Senate, over the use of public

funds, against the larger backdrop of a budget increase

for the new Senate building. Initially budgeted at PHP

8.9 billion (USD 151.3 million), the total cost has now

risen to PHP 23.3 billion (USD 396.1 million).

The "Young Guns" – a group of younger legislators in

the House of Representatives – criticized the PHP 14.4

billion (USD 244.8 million) increase in the budget for

the new Senate building, labeling it as wasteful

spending. Representatives Ramon Gutierrez, Raul

Bongalon, Jefferson Khonghun, and Paolo Ortega

called for a comprehensive review of the Senate

building project, citing the need for stringent checks

and balances. They supported the decision by the new

Senate leadership to suspend construction and backed

former Senate President Vicente Sotto III’s statement

on the matter.

In response, Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel

III suggested that the congressmen should first

address the dramatic increase in the House’s budget

from PHP 16 billion (USD 272 million) to PHP 28 billion

(USD 476 million) in the 2024 General Appropriations

Act.

Representatives Ramon Gutierrez, Raul Bongalon,

Jefferson Khonghun, and Paolo Ortega called for a

comprehensive review of the Senate building project,

citing the need for stringent checks and balances. They

supported the decision by the new Senate leadership
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to suspend construction and backed former Senate

President Vicente Sotto III’s statement on the matter.

In response, Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel

III suggested that the congressmen should first

address the dramatic increase in the House’s budget

from PHP 16 billion (USD 272 million) to PHP 28 billion

(USD 476 million) in the 2024 General Appropriations

Act. [The Philippine Star]

Philippines: Famers’ network urges

government to establish seed bank for

traditional rice varieties

(tl) In the Philippines, a farmers’ network from the

newly re-established Negros Island Region (NIR) has

called on the government to establish a seed bank for

traditional rice varieties. Dennis Omison from the

Magsasaka at Siyentipiko para sa Pag-unlad ng

Agrikultura (MASIPAG) emphasized the urgent need for

the government to prioritize farmers' welfare,

especially given the impending challenges posed by

climate change.

Omison urged government officials and farmers to

collaborate to develop sustainable plans for improving

the agricultural sector in the new region, rather than

relying on temporary solutions. He also urged the

government to prioritize land reform programs over

financial aid, enabling marginalized communities to

undertake large-scale rice planting and contribute to

food security nationwide. [Rappler]

MASIPAG is a farmers-led network dedicated to

sustainable biodiversity management through farmers'

control of genetic and biological resources, agricultural

production, and associated knowledge. Since the

1980s, the network has been leading development

struggles, pursuing holistic development, community

empowerment, and control over agricultural

biodiversity to improve small farmers' quality of life.

MASIPAG has conserved 772 traditional rice varieties at

their national backup farm in Nueva Ecija, and 1,385

MASIPAG and farmer-bred rice varieties.

[MASIPAG.org]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. appoints

Manila judge Santiago as new NBI director

(tl) In the Philippines, President Marcos Jr. has

appointed former cop and judge Jaime Santiago as the
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new director of the National Bureau of Investigation

(NBI), a government agency responsible for handling

and investigating major crimes, as well as providing

technical support to other law enforcement agencies.

Santiago, previously a Manila Regional Trial Court (RTC)

judge and a sharpshooter with the Manila Police

District, succeeds Medardo de Lemos, who retired

after serving as NBI director since 2022.

Santiago's extensive career includes roles as a judge in

Tagaytay City RTC, Manila Metropolitan Trial Court, and

an assistant city prosecutor under the Department of

Justice from 2003 to 2006. He also held leadership

positions in the Philippine Judges Association and the

Metropolitan and City Judges Association of the

Philippines. As a police officer, Santiago served as

deputy chief of the MPD’s Special Weapons and Tactics

team and received numerous awards, including Ten

Outstanding Policemen of the Philippines and an Act of

Heroism Award. [Inquirer.net] [Philippine News

Agency] [Presidential Communication Office - PCO]

Philippine: Technical Working Group

formed to review Anti-Bullying Act’s IRR

(tl) In the Philippines, the Second Congressional

Commission on Education (EDCOM 2) and the

Department of Education (DepEd) have formed a

technical working group (TWG) to review and propose

reforms to the Implementing Rules and Regulations

(IRR) of the Anti-Bullying Act of 2013. This initiative

aims to strengthen the Child Protection Committee,

improve bullying case reporting systems, clarify

DepEd's anti-bullying structures, and ensure effective

implementation of the law.

The formation of the TWG followed a meeting where

studies on bullying and school environments were

presented. One study by De La Salle University

revealed that bullying is more prevalent in public

schools with large class sizes, discriminatory teachers,

and lower competition and discipline, particularly in

the Caraga and Mimaropa regions. Bullying was also

found to be more common in schools with a higher

percentage of students from lower socioeconomic

backgrounds. [Philippine News Agency]

[Thepost.net.ph]

Philippines: Elections Commission to

access “Miru System “in 2025 Mid-term

polls
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(tl) In the Philippines, the Commission on Elections

(COMELEC) is retiring Smartmatic’s decade-old vote-

counting machines that Filipinos have used since the

2016 elections, and will be replacing them with new

equipment from Korean firm Miru Systems for the

2025 midterms. Miru Systems was awarded the full

automation system with transparency audit/count

(FASTrAC) project by COMELEC on February 22, which

was worth PHP 17.9 billion. Miru Systems was the lone

bidder for the lease of the FASTrAC project. [Rappler]

[Philippine New Agency] [The Philippine Star] [The

Manila Times]

Philippines: Elections Commission plans to

build certificates of candidacy on website

(tl) The Commission on Elections (COMELEC) is

planning to publish all certificates of candidacy (COCs)

on its website starting with those filed for the May

2025 midterm polls. This initiative aims to enhance

transparency and accountability in the electoral

process. The plan includes posting the COCs and

corresponding Certificates of Nomination and

Acceptance (CONA) within two weeks of the last filing

day. [Philippine News Agency] [GMA Network]

[Inquirer.net]

Philippines: President Marcos signed a law

to create a new Negros Island Region

(NIR)

(tl) Philippines’ President Marcos Jr. has signed

Republic Act No. 12000, establishing the Negros Island

Region (NIR). This new region will consist of Negros

Occidental and Bacolod City, previously part of

Western Visayas (Region 6), and Negros Oriental and

Siquijor, previously part of Central Visayas (Region 7).

The creation of the NIR aims to streamline the delivery

of government services and generate more funds and

livelihood opportunities for the island's residents. The

law also mandates the formation of a technical

working group to handle the organizational

development, staffing, and budgeting for the new

region.

Negros is the fourth largest island in the Philippines,

known for its significant agricultural output,

particularly sugarcane. The proposal for a separate

region for the island dates back to the 1980s. It gained

momentum during President Benigno Aquino III's
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administration, leading to an executive order in 2015,

which was later revoked in 2017 by President Rodrigo

Duterte due to funding issues. [Daily Guardian]

[Rappler]

Philippines: Duterte’s condemn use of

excessive force during arrest of Apollo

Quiboloy

(tl) In the Philippines, former President Rodrigo Duterte

and his daughter, incumbent Vice President Sara

Duterte, criticized the use of “excessive” force by police

during a raid to serve arrest warrants for Kingdom of

Jesus Christ leader Apollo Quiboloy and his associates

earlier this month.

Quiboloy, who has been a spiritual adviser to ex-

President Duterte, is facing multiple abuse and

trafficking cases in courts in Davao City and Pasig City.

Quiboloy and his followers have denied the

accusations, attributing them to disgruntled former

members. Police officers failed to find Quibuloy during

the serving of the warrant arrest on June 10 [see AiR

No. 24, June/2024, 2]. Amid his continued evasion,

Quiboloy has designated Duterte as the administrator

of his properties.

Against this backdrop, Duterte criticized the

government for using "excessive force" in its efforts to

arrest Quiboloy, claiming the operation violated the

rights of the accused. He also questioned the

administration's respect for constitutional rights and

suggested the force used was unnecessary given that

Quiboloy has not been proven guilty.

In addition, Vice President Sara Duterte condemned

the overuse display of force against civilian and called

for an orderly, acceptable, and humane rule of law and

upholding of justice. VC also emphasized the need to

uphold respect and peace, urging Dabawenyos to

remain calm despite the issue.

Meanwhile, senators Hontiveros and Padilla urged

Quiboloy to surrender and face the accusations against

him. The Student Christian Movement of the

Philippines criticized Duterte's condemnation of the

police operation and called for accountability from

both Quiboloy and Duterte, emphasizing the need for

justice and respect for human rights.

[BishopAccountability.org] [Philippine News Agency]

[The Philippine Star] [Inquirer.net]
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Philippines: Crime syndicates posing as

POGOs are national security concern,

defense secretary says

(tl) Philippines, Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

has highlighted that crime syndicates operating under

the guise of Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators

(POGOs) pose a significant national security threat.

Speaking at an event on June 7, Teodoro emphasized

the need to eliminate these criminal activities, which

undermine the country's financial stability and societal

integrity.

Teodoro clarified that legitimate POGOs – licensed by

the government – function as business process

outsourcing establishments, handling bets and

payouts originating from outside the country, such as

horse racing and sports betting in Europe. In contrast,

the illegal POGOs in the Philippines operate to

circumvent gambling bans from other countries, most

notably China, with bets originating locally.

Recent raids on POGO establishments in Tarlac and

Pampanga have revealed illegal activities, including

scamming operations and the presence of suspected

Chinese military uniforms and pins, raising serious

security concerns. [The Philippine Star] [Philippine

News Agency 1]

Against the backdrop of these raids, the Chinese

embassy in Manila called on the Philippines to ban

POGOs, emphasizing Beijing’s opposition to its

nationals participating in gambling activities abroad.

The embassy highlighted that most Chinese involved

are victims of the offshore gambling industry and

reiterated China's commitment to protecting its

citizens' rights. [Philippine News Agency 2]

Singapore: Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

to visit various constituencies over

coming months

(lb) One month into his tenure, Singapore’s Prime

Minister Lawrence Wong plans to visit different

constituencies across the city-state to engage directly

with citizens and listen to their feedback. Starting with

an event in Tampines on June 15, Wong emphasized

that his visits are not politically motivated but are

meant to understand and address the concerns of

Singaporeans. He aims to support grassroots initiatives

and foster collaboration between the government and

the public.
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Wong's outreach efforts include more frequent media

engagements, public appearances, and utilization of

social media to maintain a two-way dialogue. This

approach follows a six-month exercise led by Minister

Desmond Lee to refresh and strengthen the ruling

People’s Action Party (PAP). [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Immigration becomes central

issue as city-state prepares for upcoming

election

(lb) As Singapore prepares for an upcoming election,

due by November 2025, immigration has become a

central issue.

Immigration has historically been a contentious topic

in Singaporean elections, notably influencing the 2011

general election where the ruling People’s Action Party

(PAP) lost a Group Representation Constituency for the

first time. Analysts attributed this loss partly to public

dissatisfaction with the then-liberal immigration

policies, which were seen as causing overcrowding,

strains on public services, and stagnant wages.

In response to public concerns, the Singaporean

government has tightened immigration policies in

recent years. This includes raising the minimum salary

threshold for employment passes and doubling the

stamp duty on foreign property buyers to cool the

property market. Newly appointed Prime Minister

Lawrence Wong acknowledged the challenge of

balancing an open economy with protecting local jobs,

emphasizing that Singapore cannot allow unrestricted

immigration.

The Singapore Democratic Party (SDP), a political party

that has had not seats in Parliament since 1997, has

centered its campaign on the issue of foreign workers.

Party leader Chee Soon Juan argues that while foreign

workers have contributed significantly to Singapore’s

growth, the increasing reliance on this workforce

threatens national identity and exacerbates income

inequality. Chee has pledged that his party would push

the government to significantly reduce the inflow of

foreign workers. [South China Morning Post]

Singapore: Home sales decline for second

month

(lm) New-home sales in Singapore decreased for the

second consecutive month in May, with only 221 units
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sold by developers, down from 301 in April, marking a

79 percent year-on-year decline. The Urban

Redevelopment Authority (URA) data indicates that

sales in the first half of 2024 are on track to be the

lowest in over a decade. Developers have also been

hesitant to launch new projects, with only 248 new

private homes released for sale in May, compared to

almost 1,600 a year earlier.

Factors contributing to this decline include high

interest rates, government cooling measures, and a

lack of major new launches. The city-state is also

expecting an influx of new housing supply in the

coming quarters, driven by policymakers' efforts to

address housing affordability concerns.

Despite the drop in transactions, home prices have

remained high, with private home values rising for

three consecutive quarters. Notable transactions

include the sale of an apartment at Skywaters

Residences for SGD 47.3 million (USD 35 million).

[Bangkok Post]

Singapore: Construction of the city-state’s

biggest solar farm to begin in 2025

(sm) Construction of Singapore’s largest floating solar

farm at Kranji Reservoir will begin in 2025 following an

environmental study that found minimal impact on

biodiversity. The solar farm will produce 141

megawatt-peak (MWp) of clean energy, contributing 7

percent towards Singapore’s target of 2 gigawatt-peak

(GWp) solar capacity by 2030.

The environmental impact assessment recommended

several mitigation measures, including limiting solar

panel coverage to 21.5 percent of the reservoir's

surface and establishing a 50-meter boundary from

the western shoreline to protect local wildlife. The

project aims to be operational between 2027 and

2028.

According to observers, solar energy is the most

promising renewable energy option for Singapore,

which can possibly help the country’s power

generation sector to reach net-zero emissions by 2050.

[The Straits Times]

Singapore: City-state’s first satellite to

orbit closest to Earth to be launched in

mid-2025
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(sm) Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University

(NTU) has built the city-state's first satellite to fly in

very low Earth orbit, scheduled for launch in mid-2025.

The satellite will test novel, home-grown technologies

and is expected to spend about 1.5 years in space. It

aims to capture high-quality images with a resolution

of up to 50 centimeters, improving monitoring

capabilities for events like volcanic ash spread and

enhancing telecommunications by reducing network

delays.  [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Constitutional Court postpones

Prime Minister Srettha and Move Forward

Party cases to July

(msk/lm) On June 18, Thailand's Constitutional Court

announced that it will review the ethics case against

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on July 10. This

decision follows the court's request for written

opinions from relevant individuals and organizations,

which are to be submitted within 15 days to aid the

court's deliberation.

The case stems from the controversial appointment of

Pichit Chuenban as a PM’s Office minister, which a

group of caretaker senators contested, invoking

Sections 170 (4) and (5) of the constitution that address

the ethics of cabinet ministers. Pichit, who resigned

last month, previously served as an adviser to Srettha

and was notably involved in a bribery scandal as a

lawyer for former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

In 2008, Pichit was sentenced to six months in prison

for attempting to bribe Supreme Court officials with a

cash-filled lunchbox during the Ratchadaphisek land

purchase case, in which Thaksin was also implicated

and sentenced to two years in prison. Critics argue that

Pichit's past actions make him unfit for a ministerial

role.

Prime Minister Srettha submitted his defense to the

court on June 7, and the court's upcoming decision will

determine if both Srettha and Pichit should be

removed from their positions based on ethical

violations [Bangkok Post 1]

Dissolution case against the Move Forward Party to be

considered on July 3

The court also announced that it would hear a case to

disband the opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)

following an Election Commission (EC) petition on July

3. The court has instructed involved parties to file their

confirmation of facts or opinions within seven days to
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aid its consideration. Additionally, the MFP and the EC

are required to present witnesses and evidence on July

9.

The petition claims that MFP's attempts to amend

Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the royal defamation,

indicate an intention to undermine the constitutional

monarchy, violating Section 92 of the organic law on

political parties. [Bangkok Post 2]

Recently, the EC defended its decision to seek the

dissolution of the MFP due to its support for revising

the royal defamation law. EC member Pakorn

Mahannop explained that the action followed proper

legal procedures under Section 92 of the 2018 Political

Parties Act, which allows the EC to propose dissolution

to the Constitutional Court without conducting an

inquiry if there's credible evidence of acts hostile to the

constitutional monarchy. This decision was questioned

by the MFP, claiming a lack of prior investigation [see

AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2.]

The EC clarified that their actions were consistent with

previous cases, such as the dissolution of the Thai

Raksachart Party in 2019, and emphasized their

obligation to respect the law and court decisions.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Meanwhile, Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, secretary-general

of the Progressive Movement and a core political ally

of the MFP, has outlined reasons why he believes the

Constitutional Court will reject the dissolution case

against the MFP. He posted his arguments on

Facebook, accusing the Election Commission (EC) of

failing to follow the legal procedure outlined in Section

93 of the organic law on political parties. This failure,

according to Piyabutr, renders the petition illegitimate.

[Bangkok Post 4]

These hearings contribute to heightened political

uncertainty in Thailand, coinciding with a scheduled

June 18 appearance by former prime minister Thaksin

Shinawatra before prosecutors to face charges of

insulting the monarchy under Section 112 and

computer crime charges from a 2015 interview.

Related to these cases, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

has blamed court cases for a decline in the stock

exchange.

Thailand: Parliament’s upper House clears

same-sex marriage bill

(lm) The upper House of the Thai parliament, the

Senate, approved a landmark bill on June 18 to legalize
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same-sex marriage, making Thailand the first

Southeast Asian nation to do so. The bill, which now

heads to the Constitutional Court for review before

requiring royal approval, passed the Senate with a 130-

4 vote and 18 abstentions. If it withstands judicial

scrutiny, same-sex couples can marry 120 days after its

publication in the Royal Gazette.

The legislation amends Thailand's civil and commercial

code, replacing gender-specific terms with neutral

ones and extending welfare, pension, and tax benefits

to all spouses, while allowing religious exemptions. The

move aligns with Thailand's bid to join the United

Nations Human Rights Council, despite concerns over

political dissidents and migrant worker rights.

The bill combines drafts from the ruling Pheu Thai

Party, opposition Move Forward Party, and civil society

groups. Public support for marriage equality is high,

with over 80 percent approval in a recent poll. [TIME]

[Nikkei Asia]

Thailand: New senior royal member

appointed

(bk) On June 16, the Royal Gazette announced that

Thailand’s King Vajiralongkorn issued a Royal

Command to elevate General Mom Chao Chalermsuk

Yugala to the title of HRH Prince Chalermsuk Yugala, in

recognition of his exemplary service and loyalty.

General Mom Chao Chalermsuk Yugala, son of Prince

Chalermphol Thikhamphorn (a grandson of King Rama

V) and Mom Thongthaem Yugala Na Ayudhya (a

commoner), has a distinguished educational and

military background. He holds a degree in Biological

Sciences from Macquarie University in Australia, and

has pursued studies in Chemical, Biological,

Radiological, and Nuclear Defense Science at various

military and civilian institutions, including US Army

Chemical School. During his military career, he held

positions such as Senior Army Expert and Deputy

Director General of the Royal Thai Army Chemical

Department. After retirement, he served in significant

roles, including Chairman of the Biological Weapons

Convention Committee of Thailand and Chemical

Weapons Inspector for the UN.

In 2019, he was promoted from Major General to

General and later appointed as a Special Officer in the

Royal Guard. [Prachatai, in Thai]
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Thailand: Former Prime Minister Thaksin

indicted on charge of royal defamation

(lm) On June 18, former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra, the de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai

Party, was formally indicted on charges of defaming

the country's monarchy and computer crime charges

related to comments made in 2015. The Criminal Court

approved the release of the former premier on THB

500,000 (USD 14,500) bail. Conditions of the bail also

include surrendering his passport and a prohibition

from leaving the country unless otherwise permitted.

[Associated Press] [Bangkok Post 1]

The comments in question stem from a 2015 interview

given in South Korea, shortly before the death of

Thailand's previous King Bhumibol Abdulyadej and

soon before his son Maha Vajiralongkorn took the

throne. During the interview, Thaksin allegedly claimed

that privy councillors backed the 2014 military coup

that ousted his sister, Yingluck Shinawatra. The

computer crime charge pertains to the dissemination

of information deemed a threat to national security.

Thaksin, who has denied the charges and claims his

comments were distorted, missed an initial

arraignment on May 29 due to contracting COVID-19.

[AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2]

Prior to the indictment, protest groups, including the

Network of Students and People Reforming Thailand

and Thai People Protecting the Monarchy, had

petitioned the army to oppose bail for Thaksin. Protest

leader Pichit Chaimongkol expressed concerns that

Thaksin might tamper with evidence and poses a flight

risk, referencing his 2008 escape before a corruption

conviction. However, Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong

and Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang clarified that the

army is not the official investigator and is not involved

in the case, which should proceed through the judicial

system. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Election Commission issues

update on upper House poll after

provincial-level votes

(bk/lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) issued a

summary on June 17 about the ongoing elections to

Parliament’s upper House, the Senate, held across the

country's 77 provinces. From the initial pool of 23,561

district-level candidates (15,021 men and 8,540

women), 23,064 reported for provincial-level voting.

This process shortlisted 7,000 candidates, and
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ultimately 3,000 were selected to advance to the

national level. [The Nation 1]

The latest stage saw former Prime Minister Somchai

Wongsawat sail through to the national stage while

several prominent candidates, including former

Election Commissioner Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, and

Phanat Tasaneeyanon, former Dean of the Faculty of

Law at Thammasat University, were unable to make it

to the final round of the complex election system. [The

Nation 2]

At the polling station in Bangkok, four senatorial

candidates from the law and judicial profession group

protested alleged ballot counting errors. They claimed

that EC officials verbally announced three votes for

them but failed to mark it on the board and that their

subsequent request for a recount was denied. The EC,

however, stated that the candidates' delayed objection

and failure to file a formal appeal led to the rejection of

their request. Despite their objections, the election

proceeded to determine the finalists. The candidates

have vowed to file complaints with the police and the

EC. [The Nation 3]

Constitutional Court upholds legality of Senate election

In related, but separate developments, the

Constitutional Court has unanimously ruled that the

Senate election does not breach the constitution,

allowing the final phase of the election to proceed. The

court found that four sections of the organic law on

the composition of the Senate election did not violate

the charter, as claimed by six petitioners, five of whom

were Senate candidates [see AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2].

Following the court's decision, the Election

Commission confirmed that the national-level Senate

election will take place on June 26. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Main opposition Move Forward

Party to put government’s digital wallet

scheme in crosshairs

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP) has organized over 30 MPs to debate the budget

bill for the 2025 fiscal year in its first reading from June

19 to June 21. The ruling Pheu Thai Party's digital wallet

handout scheme – a major economic stimulus initiative

aimed at revitalizing the economy – will be a focal point

of the debate.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin announced that the

cabinet had approved a THB 3.75 trillion (USD 101

billion) budget bill for the 2025 fiscal year. This includes
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THB 160 billion (USD 4.3 billion) allocated for the

government's THB 500-billion (USD 13.5 billion) digital

wallet scheme. Additionally, THB 122 billion (USD 3.3

billion) from the 2024 fiscal budget will be used to

finance the scheme, with THB 111 billion (USD 3 billion)

coming from a budget deficit.

The government initially planned to use funds from the

Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives

(BAAC) worth THB 172 billion (USD 4.6 billion) as one of

the funding sources. However, legal hurdles prevent

the BAAC from providing financial assistance outside of

its mandate to support farmers.

The MFP criticized the budget allocations, arguing that

they do not promise a better future for the country

and that funds are being diverted to the digital wallet

scheme at the expense of other projects.

Officials from the ruling Pheu Thai Party responded

that the government will defend the digital wallet plan,

with cabinet ministers explaining how it will stimulate

the economy. They expressed confidence that the bill

would pass its first hearing. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government to help farmers

pay for fertilizer via co-payment scheme

(lm) The Thai government is set to introduce a co-

payment scheme to assist over 4 million rice-farming

households with the cost of fertilisers. Commerce

Minister Phumtham Wechayachai announced the plan

following a national rice management policy

committee meeting.

This year's rice prices have improved compared to last

year, and the government aims to support farmers

further by subsidizing fertilizer costs. The scheme will

cover 50 percent of the cost of chemical and organic

fertilizers, up to THB 500 (USD 13.70) per rai and for a

maximum of 20 rai (about 7.9 acres) per household.

Farmers must be registered with the Department of

Agriculture Extension (DAE) to qualify.

The government has allocated THB 29.9 billion (USD

817 million) for the project, and the DAE is expected to

submit the budget proposal for cabinet approval this

month to ensure the funds are available for the

2024/2025 rice crop. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Election Commission probes

breach of upper House poll data
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(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) is

investigating a leak of personal data for over 20,000

applicants for the ongoing election to Parliament’s

upper House, the Senate. The data, which included ID

card numbers, was leaked from an unidentified agency

and spread via chat groups on the Line app.

The National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) is

collaborating with the EC to prevent further breaches.

The Personal Data Protection Commission (PDPC) is

also involved, urging recipients of the leaked data to

stop sharing it. [Bangkok Post 1]

Voting for the Senate election began with district-level

voting on June 9. The process involved around 48,000

candidates – instead of the expected 100,000 – of

which 23,645 aspirants made it through that initial

stage [see AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2]. The election has

now progressed to the provincial-level voting stage,

where the initial pool of aspirants will be reduced to

about 3,000 candidates for the final vote.

Against this backdrop, Wissanu Krea-ngam, legal

adviser to the prime minister, acknowledged concerns

about minor irregularities in the district-level voting

but noted that the process generally went smoothly

due to a low number of applicants. [Bangkok Post 2]

This came after caretaker Senator Somchai Swangkarn

called for the EC to release detailed voting results amid

allegations of manipulation. Somchai claimed some

candidates may have been financially supported by

political parties to influence the vote and pointed out

that some applicants received no votes while others

received overwhelming support. He also suggested

that some candidates may have lied about their

professional backgrounds. [AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2]

Adding to the concerns, the EC has yet to plan for

potential issues following an upcoming Constitutional

Court ruling on the legality of certain Senate election

provisions. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand: Three former Bhumjaithai Party

lawmakers imprisoned for proxy voting

(msz) After having rejected the final appeals, Thailand’s

Supreme Court on June 11 found three former

lawmakers of the Bhumjaithai Party, a core member of

the ruling coalition, guilty of proxy voting during the

2020 budget bill debate between January 8 and

January 11, 2020. The court sentenced the ex-MPs,

including Natee Ratchakitprakarn, the wife of Labour

Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, to nine months in
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prison without suspension, and imposed life

banishment from politics.

This Supreme Court’s final ruling is sequel to the ruling

in May 2023 when the Supreme Court ruled that the

three former lawmakers deliberately breached ethics

by allowing other MPs to use their electronic voting

cards to vote on their behalf during deliberation of the

budget bill in the second and third readings between

Jan 10-11, 2020. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: ‘Majority’ disagree with amnesty

bill

(msz) A recent online survey conducted by the

Secretariat of Thailand’s parliamentary lower House of

shows that 64.66 percent of respondents oppose a bill

seeking amnesty for political and royal defamation

cases dating back to September 2006, while 35.34

percent support it. The survey had 90,503 participants

from May 13 to June 12. [Bangkok Post]

The bill, proposed by Thai Lawyers for Human Rights

and backed by 36,723 people, aims to establish a

committee to review and potentially grant amnesty for

certain political cases, excluding those involving state

authorities' excessive force and violations of Section

113 of the Criminal Code, which pertains to acts of

sedition and rebellion against the state. Specifically,

the offenses include those charged with royal

defamation, civilians tried by a military court, in

accordance with announcements 37/2557 and 38/2557

of the then-ruling military junta, offenders against the

orders of the military junta or the junta’s head,

violators of the State of Emergency and the

referendum act to endorse the 2016 charter. [Thai

Lawyers for Human Rights]

The bill sponsor Thai Lawyers for Human Rights

clarified that the bill would cover the period from the

19 September 2006 coup because the pressing political

conflicts and human rights violations in Thailand up to

this day are rooted in this period with the legacies of

the military junta at the time (the Council for National

Security) headed by General Sonthi Boonyaratglin. For

example, since the coup in September 2006, no fewer

than 5,027 pro-democracy activists have been

prosecuted for their political activities.

Against the backdrop of the poll results, supporters of

the bill have raised concerns about a suspicious surge

of 26,000 “No” votes on June 11, prompting Deputy

House Speaker Padipat Suntiphada to order an
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investigation into potential irregularities. [Thai PBS

World]

Deputy House Speaker Padipat was a former MP of the

main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), who was

later expelled, seemingly as a tactic to keep the deputy

House speaker seat held by a MFP’s lawmaker but

under a different party banner. The MFP proposed its

own version of amnesty bill to parliament on October

6, 2023.

Thailand: Former Prime Minister Thaksin

declares Pheu Thai's political comeback in

Nonthaburi

(bk) Thailand’s former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra, the de facto leader of the country’s ruling

Pheu Thai Party (PTP), made a surprise appearance at

the 79th birthday party of his long-time ally Somnuek

Thanadechaku, Mayor of Nonthaburi. The party drew

local and national politicians, among them Nattawut

Saikua, the former red-shirt leader who played a

crucial role in the PTP's political campaigning in the last

general election in May 2023. Addressing the birthday

party's audience, the former premier stressed his

enduring political partnership with the mayor and

expressed determination to reclaim all the

parliamentary seats in Nonthaburi in the next election.

Nonthaburi province is historically known as a

stronghold of now-discontinued Thai Rak Thai Party,

the great predecessor to the PTP which is currently led

by his daughter, Paethongtarn Shinawatra. However, in

the 2023 election, the PTP lost all eight constituent MP

seats to the main opposition Move Forward Party.

[Thai PBS World 1]

Since receiving his parole from corruption-related

offenses due to his advancing age and deteriorating

health in February [See AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3],

former Prime Minister Thaksin has been actively

travelling across the country, including his hometown

Chiang Mai [See AiR No. 11, March/2024, 2] [Thai PBS

World 2], and is widely perceived to have resumed his

role as a central figure in Thailand's political landscape.

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha, wife

worth about USD 17.34 million

(lm) Thaksin’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and his

wife, Pakpilai Thavisin, have declared a combined net
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worth of THB 1.02 billion (USD 17.34 million). According

to their latest declaration to the National Anti-

Corruption Commission, Srettha's assets are valued at

THB 659 million (USD 11.2 million), while his wife

declared around THB 361 million (USD 6.14 million) in

assets. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: National Human Rights

Commission demands answers for nine

disappeared activists

(msz) Thailand’s National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC) has submitted an investigation report to the

Ministry of Justice, urging the government to seriously

investigate the disappearances of nine self-exiled Thai

political activists in neighboring countries.

These activists sought asylum in Laos, Cambodia, and

Vietnam between 2017 and 2021 due to violations of

the Computer Crime Act, royal defamation law (Section

112 of the Criminal Code), or political instability

charges. Out of the nine activists, two were found

deceased and their bodies were found stuffed in

concrete along the Mekong River border with Laos in

late 2018.

The NHRC claims the government has been negligent,

with no progress in prosecuting the perpetrators,

suggesting possible state involvement. They urge state

agencies to cooperate with neighboring countries to

uncover the facts and bring those responsible to

justice. The NHRC also calls for compensation for the

families of the missing activists, as per international

conventions and domestic laws.

The NHRC also noted the lack of government criteria

for compensating cases of enforced disappearance

and the absence of other forms of compensation for

affected families. Additionally, they highlighted that the

missing activists had differing opinions from the

government. The NHRC urges the cabinet to expedite

the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman,

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Five police officers sidelined

after oil-smuggling boats vanish

(bk) In Thailand, five police officers have been

transferred to inactive posts following the
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disappearance of three vessels, containing 330,000

liters of smuggled oil and 18 crew members, from a

marine police pier in Chon Buri province. The boats,

linked to a known oil smuggler, were found near open

water within Malaysia's Exclusive Economic Zone.

[Bangkok Post ] [Thai PBS, in Thai]

Thailand: Central bank closes 200,000

mule accounts in crackdown on financial

fraud

(wt) The Bank of Thailand (BOT) has frozen and closed

approximately 200,000 mule accounts this year as part

of efforts to combat financial fraud. Deputy Governor

Ronadol Numnonda highlighted that 30 percent of

these accounts were recently opened, and many had

multiple transactions following deposits from victims.

From March 2022 to May 2024, there have been about

540,000 financial fraud cases with total damages

exceeding THB 63 billion (USD 1.7 billion). [The Nation]

[Xinhua]

Thailand: Central bank holds key rate

despite government calls for cut

(bk) Thailand's central bank, the Bank of Thailand

(BOT), kept its key interest rate unchanged at 2.50

percent for the fourth consecutive meeting on June 12.

This decision, anticipated by most economists, comes

despite the government's public appeals for lower

borrowing costs to help revive the economy. The BOT's

monetary policy committee voted 6-1 in favor of

maintaining the rate, with one member advocating for

a 25 basis point cut. [The Bank of Thailand]

Against this backdrop, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

reiterated his hope for a rate cut to stimulate the

economy, which is struggling with high household debt

and sluggish exports.

However, according to the central bank, Thailand's

economic growth is projected at 2.6 percent in 2024

and 3.0 percent in 2025, supported by stronger-than-

expected domestic demand, recovery in tourism, and

accelerated government disbursements. At the same

time, export growth will remain modest, as a result of

the country's declining competitiveness combined with

a slowdown in foreign demand in the automotive

sector. [Reuters]
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Meanwhile, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira

emphasized the importance of access to credit over

interest rate reductions, aiming for at least 3 percent

growth this year. However, market analysts criticized

this idea, suggesting it would complicate efforts to

control living costs. In the same vein, Thailand's central

bank governor, Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput,

cautioned against raising the monetary authority’s

inflation target from the current 1-3 percent range. He

emphasized that doing so could unanchor

expectations and lead to higher inflation, posing risks

to economic growth. [Bloomberg]

Thailand: Finance ministry to discuss

removing pandemic-induced NPLs from

credit bureau blacklist

(wt/lm) The Thai Finance Ministry is set to discuss with

the Bank of Thailand and the National Credit Bureau

(NCB) ways to expedite the removal of non-performing

loans (NPLs), specifically small and medium-sized

enterprises (SMEs) whose loans have become NPLs as

a direct result of the economic impact of the COVID-19

pandemic, from the NCB's blacklist. The goal is to

enable quicker access to credit for these debtors.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat

highlighted that around 4 million SME accounts are

classified as NPLs under Code 21 by the central bank.

Currently, these debtors remain on the NCB's blacklist

for five years if they have overdue debt for three

months or more without rectification. Even after

removal, their information is retained in the records

for an additional three years, making it an eight-year

total period.

The government aims to shorten this period to

facilitate faster credit access for affected debtors.

Julapun emphasized that assisting these debtors

should not be seen as compromising financial

discipline, as their financial troubles were pandemic-

induced. However, NCB officials noted that despite

potential record removal, stringent bank lending rules

might still hinder access to credit for these debtors.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, stricter lending criteria have led to

significant reductions in auto loans from banks in

Thailand, with figures falling THB 100-200 billion (USD

2.7-5.4 billion) short of expectations for the year. This

shortfall is impacting the entire automotive supply

chain, according to the Federation of Thai Industries

(FTI). The tougher loan approval process is contributing
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to sluggish local car sales, which may cause Thailand to

miss its 2024 car manufacturing target.

The Federation’s Automotive Industry Club has noted

persistent difficulties in securing auto loans since 2023,

affecting all car segments. The loan rejection rate is

currently 30-40 percent, with pickup truck buyers

experiencing the highest rejection rates. Domestic

sales of pure pickups fell by 31.8 percent year-on-year

to 264,738 units in 2023 and continued to decline by

42.2 percent in the first four months of 2024.

Banks' selective lending practices are driven by the

Bank of Thailand's “responsible lending” campaign

aimed at addressing the country’s high household

debt-to-GDP ratio of 91 percent, compared to the 60

percent average among other emerging economies.

Without government intervention, declining sales in

car and auto parts businesses will continue to impact

related industries.

The FTI’s Iron and Steel Industry Club reported an 11-

12 percent decrease in premium-grade steel sales to

the automotive industry in the first four months of

2024, highlighting the broader implications of reduced

car sales on local steel manufacturers. [Bangkok Post

2]

Thailand: Manufacturing sector faces

serious crisis with 488 factory closures in

first five months in 2024

(lm) Thailand’s manufacturing sector is in crisis, with

488 factories shutting down in the first five months of

this year, compared to an average of 57 closures per

month in 2021. From January 2022 to March 2023,

1,704 factories closed, averaging 113 closures per

month. Overall, more than 3,500 factories have closed

from 2021 to May 2024. The closures mainly affect

sectors producing plastic, leather, rubber, food,

machinery, metal, and wood products.

Kriengkrai Thiennukul, president of the Federation of

Thai Industries (FTI), highlighted that Thai small and

medium enterprises (SMEs) are particularly hard hit,

with many shifting from manufacturing to importing

goods for resale. Over 20 out of 45 industrial groups

within the FTI were affected by low-priced imports last

year, with more groups expected to be impacted if no

measures are taken.

Experts predict more closures, attributing the trend to

intense competition from low-priced imports,

especially from China, which is increasing exports due
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to its real estate sector's liquidity issues. The United

States and Europe have imposed high tariffs on

Chinese goods, pushing China to target Asian markets

like Thailand. But most Thai industries are traditional,

operating as original equipment manufacturers, and

face cost disadvantages, such as high electricity and

labor costs, and a shortage of production-supporting

labor due to an aging population. High-value industries

have not significantly invested in Thailand, preferring

Singapore or Malaysia.

Foreign investors are also affected, with Suzuki Motor

and Tan Chong Subaru Automotive announcing plant

closures in Thailand due to declining sales and

competition from Chinese electric vehicles. The Thai

steel industry is suffering from low-capacity utilization,

at 29.3 percent in the first four months of 2024,

compared to 32.4% the previous year.

To protect domestic manufacturers, the Thai Industrial

Standards Institute (TISI) is inspecting Chinese goods to

eliminate low-quality products. From September 2023

to April 2024, TISI seized non-standard Chinese goods

worth over 76.2 million baht, using a "3Rs" strategy of

rapid inspection, supervision, and enforcement to

combat the influx of substandard imports. [The Phnom

Penh Post]

Thailand: Hotels hit by collapse of German

tour operator FTI Group

(wt) The collapse of Germany-based FTI Group, the

third-largest tour operator in Europe, has significantly

impacted the Thai tourism sector. The insolvency, filed

earlier this month, has affected thousands of tourists

and hundreds of hotels in Thailand, particularly in the

southern regions, leading to losses estimated at

approximate USD 3 million. Thienprasit

Chaiyapatranun from the Thai Hotels Association (THA)

indicated that the financial impact might be higher as

more hotels report their losses. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Price controls kept on 51 items

(lm) The Thai government has decided to maintain

price controls on 51 essential products and services for

another year to help ease the cost of living. This

decision was made during a meeting chaired by

Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai. The

controlled items include food, consumer goods,

farming supplies, equipment, construction materials,

paper, petroleum, and medicines.
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While price controls on sugar have been lifted due to

normalized conditions, sugar remains a controlled

product to prevent hoarding and illicit exports. The

price control list will be submitted for cabinet approval.

Additionally, new measures require vendors to display

prices for 290 items and services, both offline and

online. Traders must also show daily buying prices for

33 agricultural products to protect consumers and

farmers from exploitation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New State Enterprise Policy

Office panel to manage securities

(lm) The State Enterprise Policy Office (SEPO), a

government agency in Thailand responsible for

overseeing and managing state-owned enterprises, is

forming a committee to manage state-owned

securities worth over THB 400 billion (USD 10.8 billion),

aiming for maximum efficiency. SEPO holds over 100

securities, acquired through government policies and

legal proceedings. The new panel will decide whether

to keep or sell these securities, focusing on maximizing

state benefits.

The Finance Ministry currently holds around 115

securities, including 33 listed, 41 unlisted, and 41

acquired through legal proceedings. These securities

generated THB 3.06 billion (USD 82.62 million) in

dividends in 2022 and THB 3.35 billion (USD 90.45

million) in 2023. The highest dividend-paying securities

in 2023 were TMBThanachart Bank, Don Muang

Tollway, Thailand Future Fund, Boon Rawd Brewery,

and Bangchak Corporation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Minister urges public to stop

giving money to beggars

(wt) In Thailand, Social Development and Human

Security Minister Varawut Silpa-archa has appealed to

the public to stop giving money to beggars to help

reduce their numbers, which have significantly

increased. He highlighted that some beggars can earn

up to THB 100,000 (USD 2,700) per month, with most

of their income coming from tourists and the general

public, especially during the high season.

The ministry, in collaboration with other agencies,

conducts regular sweeps to arrest beggars. Foreign

beggars are deported, while Thai beggars are sent to
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homes for the destitute, where they receive career

training and are encouraged to find employment.

Varawut noted that around 7,000 beggars have been

arrested over the past decade, with 30 percent being

foreign nationals. The punishment for begging can be

up to one month in prison and/or a fine of up to THB

10,000 (USD 270). [The Nation] [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Fire at famous Chatuchak

Market kills hundreds of caged pets

(wt) A fire broke out early on June 11 at the renowned

Chatuchak Weekend Market in Bangkok, killing

hundreds of caged pets, including dogs, cats, birds,

fish, and snakes. The blaze was extinguished within 25

minutes, but it resulted in the death of approximately

800 animals. No human casualties were reported, and

authorities are investigating the cause of the fire. [The

Washington Post]

In response, ten animal welfare groups, including the

Society for the Promotion of Animal Welfare Under

Royal Patronage and the Thai Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, issued a statement

demanding measures to prevent future incidents. They

called for a thorough investigation, standardized safety

measures for pet-selling buildings, and strict

enforcement of animal welfare laws. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet approves one-pill rule

for meth users

(lm) The Thai cabinet has approved a draft law

stipulating that possession of more than one

methamphetamine tablet will result in legal action,

closing a loophole in the previous five-pill rule that

allowed those with one to four pills to avoid

prosecution by being treated as addicts.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin announced that under

the new rule, first-time offenders with one tablet (or up

to 100 milligrams of meth) must prove the drug is for

personal use to qualify for rehabilitation. The draft

regulation will be vetted by the Council of State, the

government’s legal advisory body, before final cabinet

approval, expected within the month.

Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin emphasized

that the new law aims to distinguish between addicts

and drug dealers, and includes provisions for asset
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seizure and rewards for officials and informants

involved in drug-related cases. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Commander shunted over

unfair salary deductions

(lm) The Royal Thai Army has transferred Col. Achawin

Akapin, the commander of a training unit in Nakhon

Ratchasima, to its northeastern headquarters pending

an investigation into unfair salary deductions from

conscripts. The issue was highlighted by a Facebook

post revealing that conscripts were left with only 40

percent of their earnings after being charged for

various expenses, including a septic tank pumping fee.

The deductions totaled 57 percent of a conscript's

earnings, covering costs for uniforms, camping gear,

cleaning equipment, and other miscellaneous items.

The financial summary showed earnings of THB 10,990

(USD 297) with expenses of THB 6,280 (USD 169),

leaving the conscript with only THB 4,710 (USD 127).

Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang confirmed that the

deductions were genuine and emphasized that the

ministry's policy prohibits such charges, ensuring

conscripts earn about THB 10,000 (USD 270) monthly.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and military officials

condemned the practice, stating it was unacceptable

and promising disciplinary action against those

responsible. The military inspector-general has been

tasked with inspecting units nationwide to prevent

similar issues. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Famed monk leaves Home

amidst controversy and detainment of

follower

(lm) Thich Minh Tue, an independent Buddhist monk

who gained fame through social media for his barefoot

pilgrimage across Vietnam, has left his parents' home

in the Central Highlands for an undisclosed location.

His departure follows a period of detainment by

authorities and the disappearance of several of his

followers.

Thich Minh Tue, whose real name is Le Anh Tu,

became popular in May when influencers documented

his pilgrimage. Despite his monk-like appearance and

behavior, he is not recognized as a monk by the state-

sanctioned Buddhist group and does not claim to be

one, only someone who has devoted himself to
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Buddhism through Dhutanga — a set of 13 austere

practices aimed at achieving non-self (Anatta) and

relinquishing all worldly attachments.

Some observers have noted that the solitary monk

presents a unique, unprecedented test for the

Vietnamese state to demonstrate its commitment to

religious freedom as enshrined in its constitution. In

fact, in early June, police detained Tue and several

followers during a raid in Thua Thien Hue province.

Afterward, he appeared in state media stating he had

retreated due to safety concerns. He was later seen

begging for food near his parents' home in Gia Lai

province, accompanied by police. [Fulcrum] [Radio Free

Asia 1]

Additionally, authorities have fined individuals for

sharing false information about Tue on social media,

including a woman fined 5 million dong (USD 200) in

Quang Tri province and a YouTuber fined 7.5 million

dong (USD 300) in Thua Thien Hue province. The police

are investigating other similar cases.

On June 13, his brother announced in a video that Tue

had secretly left the family home. Other monks who

had accompanied Tue have also gone missing, with

some reportedly taken away by individuals in vehicles,

as documented by two YouTube channels. [Radio Free

Asia 2]

Vietnam: IT service provider FPD partners

with Da Nang city to develop country’s

‘Silicon Valley’

(wn) FPT Corporation, one of Vietnam's leading

technology and IT services providers, is partnering with

the coastal city of Da Nang to develop high-quality

human resources for the semiconductor industry,

aiming to transform the city into Vietnam's "Silicon

Valley." Pham Minh Tuan, Executive Vice President of

FPT and CEO of FPT Software, announced this initiative

during a meeting with Phan Dinh Trac, a Politburo

member, in Da Nang on June 13.

Trac praised FPT for its innovative role in high

technology and new technology sectors in Vietnam,

emphasizing its contribution to the fourth industrial

revolution and AI development. Officials also

highlighted the achievements of the FPT Da Nang IT

Park, which now employs over 5,700 people and

reported a revenue of VND 2.5 trillion (USD 97.5

million) in 2023, contributing over VND 105 billion (USD

4 million) to the state budget. The company aims for a
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30 percent revenue growth in 2024, targeting VND 3.4

trillion (roughly USD 132 million).

Additionally, FPT University Da Nang is training over

17,500 students and has established the FPT

Semiconductor Centre (Fsemi) to support the city's

growing need for skilled semiconductor professionals.

[Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam: Flooding and landslides kill

three in country’s north

(wn) Flooding and landslides caused by days of heavy

rain in northern Vietnam have resulted in the deaths of

three people. The severe weather, which began on

June 15, has partially submerged thousands of homes

and damaged numerous roads, particularly in the

mountainous Ha Giang province.

Rescue efforts are ongoing, with residents stranded on

rooftops and around 400 foreign tourists evacuated

from the area. High water levels in the Lo River

triggered further floods and landslides, cutting off

access to three communes bordering China. The

northern port city of Hai Phong and Quang Ninh

province, home to UNESCO World Heritage site Ha

Long Bay, also experienced serious flooding.

Vietnam, which frequently suffers from harsh weather

during the rainy season from June to November,

recorded 169 deaths or missing persons due to natural

disasters last year. Scientists have noted that climate

change is intensifying and increasing the frequency of

such extreme weather events globally. [KPVI] [AFP]

Vietnam: Q2 economic growth projected

to reach 6 percent, driven by chip

demand, regional recovery

(wn) Vietnam's economic growth is forecasted to rise

to 6 percent in the second quarter of 2024, up from

5.66 percent in the first quarter, according to

Singapore-based United Overseas Bank (UOB). UOB

maintained its full-year growth forecast at 6 percent,

driven by increasing chip-making demand, the

recovery of Chinese and regional economies, and

ongoing supply chain shifts. Inflation for 2024 is

projected to be controlled at 3.8 percent. The bank

expects the Vietnamese economy to grow at 6.4

percent in 2025. The Vietnamese government has set a
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GDP growth target of 6-6.5 percent for this year. [The

Star] [Xinhua]

Vietnam: Affluent Muslim travelers

targeted with enhanced Halal

infrastructure and services

(wn) Vietnam is targeting the affluent and growing

market of wealthy Muslim travelers, aiming to become

a top destination by enhancing its Halal-friendly

infrastructure and services, including Halal-certified

facilities and comprehensive marketing strategies.

Despite a global Islamic population of 2.1 billion,

Vietnam has attracted fewer than 1 million Muslim

tourists in the past four years, lagging behind regions

experiencing rapid growth in Muslim tourism.

The Global Muslim Travel Index shows a significant

increase in Muslim travelers, with numbers expected

to reach 230 million by 2028, spending an estimated

USD 225 billion annually. Vietnam seeks to capitalize

on this potential, learning from Thailand's success,

which welcomed 400,000 Middle Eastern travelers in

2022 due to strategic investments in Halal tourism

infrastructure and targeted marketing.

Currently, Vietnam's Halal infrastructure is limited, with

only one prayer room and a Halal food court at Tan

Son Nhat International Airport, and insufficient

facilities in regions frequented by tourists. Despite

these challenges, there is considerable potential for

growth, with increasing interest in Halal tourism across

Southeast Asia. [The Star] [The Halal Times]

Vietnam: Exporters struggle with rising

shipping rates

(wn) High sea freight rates, especially to the United

States, have become a significant challenge for

Vietnamese exporters, who now have to recalibrate

costs and accept losses to retain customers. While the

logistics sector is somewhat impacted, other industries

face potential order disruptions if the situation

persists. The seafood industry, which relies heavily on

export activities, is experiencing difficulties with

container orders.

In response to these challenges, the Vietnam Maritime

Administration has urged port authorities to

coordinate with relevant bodies to strengthen
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supervision of shipping businesses in listing rates and

surcharges. [The Investor] [Nhan Dan]
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SIPRI 2024 report highlights surge in

global conflicts and China's nuclear

expansion

(ms) The Stockholm International Peace Research

Institute (SIPRI) has published its Yearbook 2024,

revealing a stark increase in global armed conflicts and

military expenditures, alongside a rapid expansion of

China's nuclear arsenal. The report underscores the

urgent need for international cooperation to address

escalating security threats and the growing

complexities of global stability. [SIPRI]

Central to SIPRI's findings is the stark rise in active

armed conflicts worldwide. In 2023, the institute

recorded 52 conflicts, up from 45 the previous year.

This increase underscores a worrying trend towards

heightened global instability and humanitarian crises,

with conflicts ranging from localized disputes to

protracted wars affecting entire regions. The human

cost of these conflicts is staggering, with 170,700

fatalities reported—the highest since 2019—

highlighting the severe impact on civilian populations

and exacerbating humanitarian emergencies.

Financially, global military spending reached an

unprecedented USD 2.4 trillion in 2023, driven

significantly by ongoing conflicts such as those in

Ukraine and other geopolitical tensions. The United

States with USD 916 billion and China with about USD
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300 billion emerged as the largest contributors to this

increased expenditure.

Amidst these broader security challenges, one of the

developments highlighted by SIPRI is China's rapid

expansion of its nuclear arsenal. According to the

report, China added a substantial 90 warheads in 2023,

bringing its total nuclear stockpile to approximately

500 warheads. While China's current nuclear arsenal

remains smaller compared to the United States' 5,044

warheads and Russia's 5,580 warheads, its trajectory

suggests a strategic intent to significantly enhance its

nuclear capabilities by the end of the decade.

China's nuclear strategy is primarily focused on

bolstering its intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)

capabilities, which currently include around 238

deployed ICBMs. Moreover, China is in the process of

constructing 350 new silos for land-based ballistic

missiles, a move that could potentially increase its

deployed ICBM warheads to over 1,200 if these silos

are equipped with multiple independently targetable

re-entry vehicles (MIRVs). This expansion underscores

China's efforts to modernize its nuclear triad—

comprising land, sea, and air-based delivery systems—

signaling a strategic shift towards greater operational

readiness and responsiveness.

Furthermore, SIPRI notes a significant shift in China's

nuclear posture, with reports indicating the

deployment of warheads on missiles during peacetime,

rather than keeping them separate as previously done.

This change suggests heightened alertness and

readiness, driven by concerns over preemptive strikes

and the effectiveness of U.S. missile defense systems.

Such developments contribute to regional and global

security anxieties, prompting responses and strategic

recalibrations from other nuclear-armed states,

notably the United States.

In response to China's nuclear advancements, the

United States is reportedly considering adjustments to

its nuclear posture, including potential enhancements

to its nuclear capabilities in the Indo-Pacific region.

This reactive stance underscores the delicate and

potentially destabilizing nature of contemporary

nuclear dynamics, highlighting the risks associated

with nuclear arms races and the imperative of strategic

restraint and international cooperation.

Beyond China, SIPRI's broader assessment of global

nuclear dynamics reveals a total of 12,121 nuclear

warheads worldwide as of January 2024, with about 90

percent of operational warheads held by Russia and

the United States. This concentration underscores the

enduring dominance of these two nuclear powers in



global nuclear arsenals, despite efforts towards

disarmament and arms control treaties.

The report also identifies significant setbacks in

international efforts towards nuclear disarmament,

exacerbated by geopolitical tensions and conflicts such

as those in Ukraine and Gaza. These conflicts have

strained global cooperation on critical arms control

agreements, hindering progress towards reducing

nuclear stockpiles and mitigating the risks of nuclear

proliferation.

In addition to China’s advancements, other nuclear-

armed states are also modernizing their arsenals.

India, Pakistan, and North Korea are developing

multiple warheads for ballistic missiles, enhancing

their potential to deploy more warheads and threaten

more targets. North Korea’s arsenal grew to about 50

warheads in 2023, with enough fissile material to reach

90.

SIPRI’s 2024 Yearbook provides a comprehensive

overview of the state of global armaments,

disarmament, and international security, emphasizing

the growing reliance on nuclear deterrence and the

increasing complexities of maintaining global stability.

[Asia News] [South China Morning Post]

China promotes alternative Ukraine

peace plan

(rl) China, opting out of the peace summit for Ukraine

in Lucerne, Switzerland, has been advocating for its

alternative peace plan. 80 states and organizations

have attended the summit held past weekend June 15-

16, which aimed to garner support for Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy's peace proposals,

including the withdrawal of Russian troops from

Ukraine.

China, which maintains close ties with Russia, declined

the invitation, citing the absence of Russian

participation as a key factor. The Chinese government

has been engaging with developing nations, suggesting

that the Swiss summit could prolong the conflict and

promote China’s joint six-point peace plan issued with

Brazil. The plan calls for an international peace

conference with equal participation from all parties,

including Russia.

China's Foreign Ministry emphasized its commitment

to a fair discussion and denied accusations from

Zelenskiy that it was undermining the summit.
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China's campaign has included meetings, phone calls,

and messages to foreign missions, seeking support for

its peace plan. While the impact of this lobbying is

unclear, the number of confirmed participants in

Lucerne has decreased from 107 to 90. [The Kyiv

Independent]

U.S. allies such as Japan and the Philippines have

attended the summit in Switzerland, while Malaysia

and Cambodia have opted out. In the end, 78 countries

signed the final document calling for the “territorial

integrity” of Ukraine. India, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, South

Africa, Thailand and the United Arab Emirates were

among those countries which did not sign. [Foreign

Affairs] [PBS] [Reuters]

China urges BRICS for stronger stance

against Western sanctions

(rl) During the BRICS foreign ministers’ meeting, held

on June 10-11 in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi stressed that the BRICS bloc

should assume greater responsibilities and present an

inclusive stance to the world. This comes as Western

sanctions and trade restrictions target numerous

Chinese companies for supporting Russia’s war in

Ukraine, as well as the EU’s recent tariffs on Chinese

electric vehicles (see article in this edition).

BRICS, which includes Brazil, Russia, India, China, and

South Africa, recently expanded to include Egypt, the

United Arab Emirates, Iran, and Ethiopia. Wang

emphasized the need for the expanded BRICS to

evolve into a new multilateral cooperation mechanism,

driven by emerging markets and developing nations.

Wang Yi also pointed out that the countries should

prioritize development and deliver development

benefits to all countries and supported that BRICS

welcome “like-minded partners” to join. [China Daily]

In a discussion with Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro

Vieira, Wang expressed China’s readiness to

collaborate with Brazil to enhance BRICS' role in global

governance and safeguard developing countries'

interests.

Meanwhile, Thailand’s Foreign Minister has stated in

the meeting that they are “willing to join the BRICS

mechanism as soon as possible”. [AA]

The meeting highlighted the bloc’s potential to counter

Western dominance and foster greater cooperation

among its members. [Reuters]
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G7 criticize China’s support for Russia and

role in global market

(jm) During the G7 summit in Puglia, Italy that took

place from June 13-15, G7 leaders, led by the US,

criticized China's economic practices and its assistance

to Russia amid the Ukraine conflict. The US

condemned Chinese subsidies for products like solar

panels and electric vehicles, arguing they lead to

market distortions and overcapacity, which undermine

Western industries and economic resilience. The

summit culminated with the G7’s published

communiqué, which was not signed by

On June 14, the White House accused China of

supplying dual-use materials, such as optics and

microelectronics, to Russia, which are used in military

applications against Ukraine. [The White House]

This claim was made despite Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy's assertion that Chinese

President Xi, during a phone call on June 13, denied

supplying arms to Moscow. [Reuters]

Concerns were also raised by the US, Japan, and the EU

over Beijing's subsidies in the green energy and

technology sectors, which result in an influx of cheaply

priced goods in the global market, threatening

Western companies. China's Vice Premier Ding

Xuexiang is visiting Brussels to discuss EU’s imposition

of up to 38 percent duty on Chinese electric vehicles

(see article in this edition). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of the PRC]

Russia faced significant criticisms, with the G7

announcing a USD 50 billion loan plan for Ukraine

funded by profits from Russian state assets. The G7’s

communique demanded Russia end its aggression in

Ukraine and pay for the damages, which the World

Bank estimates exceed USD 486 billion. [G7,

Presidency of the Council of Ministers]

On the sidelines of the summit, Zelenskyy, despite

restraining from directly criticizing China, urged Modi

to reconsider India's reliance on Russian oil. The US

and EU have imposed a price cap on Russian oil to limit

its revenue, but India, not part of the export ban,

became the largest buyer of Russian crude following

the halt of imports by European refiners (see AiR No.

21, May/2024, 3).

The G7 summit, also attended by Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdoğan, United Arab Emirates President Mohamed
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bin Zayed, Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva,

and Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani

as well as Pope Francis, underscored the challenges in

balancing economic ties with strategic and ethical

considerations in international relations with China

and Russia. [The Guardian]

South Korea holds meeting on North

Korea human rights issues at UN Security

Council

(ac) On June 13, South Korea, as the president of the

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) (see Air No. 24,

June/2024, 2), held a meeting to address North Korean

human rights issues.

During the meeting, South Korean Ambassador to the

U.N., Hwang Joon-kook, asserted that North Korea’s

nuclear threat would cease once human rights abuses

are addressed. He emphasized that the international

community should view North Korea's human rights

situation through the lens of international peace and

security.

UN human rights officials condemned the worsening

abuses and atrocities, noting that the regime’s

prioritization of its nuclear program has further

restricted freedom of expression and deteriorated

socio-economic conditions.

Representatives from China and Russia, who opposed

including North Korea’s human rights situation on the

agenda (see article below), expressed dissatisfaction,

accusing certain UNSC members of politicizing the

issue and using human rights as a pretext to pressure

other countries and advance their geopolitical

agendas. [Radio Free Asia] [Permanent Mission to the

UN, China] [Permanent Mission to the UN, Russia]

Russia and China oppose discussion of

North Korean human rights situation a

UN Security Council meeting

(ac) On June 12, Russia and China attempted to block

discussions on the human rights situation in North

Korea at the UN Security Council (UNSC) by calling for a

procedural vote. They argued that the UNSC is not the

appropriate venue for such discussions, suggesting

instead that the Geneva-based UN Human Rights

Council should handle the matter.
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Despite Russia and China’s objections, 12 UNSC

members voted to proceed with the meeting. South

Korea and the U.S. asserted that human rights abuses

are intertwined with North Korea’s weapons

development. North Korea did not address the

meeting. [Reuters]

United Nations Command investigates

the multiple incidents along the

demilitarized zone

(ac) On June 13, the United Nations Command (UNC),

the multinational military force established to support

South Korea during and after the Korean War,

disclosed that it is investigating recent incidents along

the demilitarized zone (DMZ), including an incident

involving 20 to 30 North Korean soldiers attempting to

cross the Military Demarcation Line (MDL) (see Air No.

24, June/2024, 2). South Korea fired warning shots to

deter the soldiers and believes the crossing attempt

was accidental.

The UNC stated it is acting in strict accordance with the

1953 Armistice Agreement to deescalate the situation

and ensure peace and stability on the Korean

peninsula. The South Korean Ministry of Defense

pledged to actively support the UNC's investigations.

Meanwhile, the UNC urged North Korea to return to

dialogue using the established mechanisms. [Korea

JoongAng News]

G7 leaders condemn North Korea’s

military ties with Russia

(ac) On June 14, G7 leaders at their summit in Italy

expressed concerns over the growing military

cooperation between North Korea and Russia. In their

joint statement, they condemned North Korea "in the

strongest possible terms" for its development of

ballistic missiles and weaponry trades, which violate

UN Security Council resolutions. The G7 urged North

Korea to ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban

Treaty and accept offers of dialogue. [G7 Italy]

Observers suggest that Japan, as the only Asian

country in the G7, will face pressure to address the

regional threat. Given China's close ties with North

Korea, it is anticipated that Japan and the G7 will

consider China's geopolitical stance when addressing
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regional security concerns. [Yonhap News] [Japan

Times]

South Korea and U.S express concerns

over Putin’s states visit to North Korea

(ac) On June 14, South Korea’s Vice Foreign Minister

Kim Hong-kyun held an emergency phone call with his

US counterpart Kurt Campbell over Putin’s visit to

North Korea on June 18-19 (see article in this edition).

Both sides expressed concerns over North Korean

“provocations” that might escalate already strained

inter-Korean and regional tensions and agreed to

closely monitor the situation.

Since the official meeting between North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un and Russian President Vladimir

Putin in September 2023 (see AiR No. 38,

September/2023, 3), North Korea and Russia have

strengthened their bilateral relations in various fields,

including tourism and weaponry trade.

US officials are particularly concerned about these

agreements and their potential impact on the Ukraine

War and regional security on the Korean peninsula.

South Korea, on the other hand, worries that Putin’s

visit will strengthen the military bonds to the level

where each party will render immediate military

support to each other in the event of a war.  [The

Independent] [Korea JoongAng News]

South Korea, Japan and China hold

educational ministerial talks on

cooperations and exchanges program

(ac) On June 15, South Korea, Japan, and China held

education ministerial talks in China to discuss

exchange program and cooperations. The meeting was

attended by South Korean Education Minister Lee Ju-

ho and his Japanese and Chinese counterparts

Masahito Moriyama and Huai Jinpeng.

The discussion centered on ways to strengthen

cooperation in future education, promote trilateral

exchanges among future generations and develop the

joint Campus Asia program. [Yonhap News]

South Korea, Japan and U.S to sign

security partnership
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(ac) South Korean Minister of Defense Shin Won-Sik

confirmed in an interview with Bloomberg that South

Korea, Japan and the US will formally sign the security

partnership, known as the Trilateral Security

Cooperation Framework, to counter North Korea’s

nuclear threat.

Shin confirmed that the security framework would be

an effective and coherent system to respond to North

Korea’s nuclear and missile threats. The framework will

be formally ratified before American next president

inaugurations in January 2025 and the three countries

are arranging schedule to meet as soon as possible.

[Bloomberg]

President Lai’s interview with Times

Magazine

(jp) President Lai Ching-te gave his first interview since

assuming office with TIME magazine on May 30. In the

interview, published on June 13, President Lai

addressed several topics including Taiwan’s relations

with the PRC. Responding to a query about the

potential provocation in his inauguration speech

stating, “The Republic of China and the People’s

Republic of China are not subordinate to each other.”

[Office of the President Republic of China]

"What I said was the truth. Moreover, I was not the first

person to express this truth. My intention was not to

provoke," Lai responded. Lai grounded his statement

in the ROC Constitution, which affirmed that Taiwan

has its own people, territory, sovereignty, and

government. He reiterated that under international

law, Taiwan is a sovereign nation, and his aim is to

unify the Taiwanese people. [Focus Taiwan] [Time]

In his call to resume cross-strait dialogue, Lai stressed

the importance of mutual recognition and reciprocal

benefits. He urged China to acknowledge the ROC's

existence and emphasized that exchanges should

enhance the well-being and prosperity of people on

both sides. Peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait

are indispensable elements of global peace and

prosperity. He urged Chinese President Xi Jinping to

jointly shoulder the responsibility of maintaining peace

and stability in the region. [Focus Taiwan] [Time]

Addressing China's diplomatic efforts to gain support

for its claim over Taiwan, Lai urged all nations to

respect the will of the Taiwanese people. He

underscored that Taiwan's future should not be

decided by international majorities but by the

Taiwanese themselves. Lai called for global support
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and understanding of Taiwan's position. [Taipei Times]

[Time]

Responding to a question regarding China’s economic

problems, President Lai expressed his belief that a

stable China contributes to a safer Taiwan and that

Taiwan's prosperity can benefit China. He emphasized

that he does not wish for economic or social instability

in China, and reaffirmed Taiwan's willingness to assist

China and promote peace and prosperity across the

Taiwan Strait. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times] [Time]

IMF Executive Board to meet on June 24 to

decide on third loan tranche for

Bangladesh

(sg) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) will

consider releasing the third tranche of a USD 4.7 billion

loan to Bangladesh, amounting to USD 1.15 billion,

during a board meeting on June 24. Finance Minister

Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali has indicated that the third

instalment of the loan is expected by June. The IMF had

previously approved the USD 4.7 billion loan in January

2022, with Bangladesh already receiving over USD 1

billion in two earlier instalments.

This decision follows Bangladesh's efforts to meet the

IMF's conditions, with the country meeting all but one

condition. The unmet condition pertains to the net

international reserves (NIR), which were USD 16.73

billion in December 2022, falling short of the USD 17.78

billion target. As of last week, the reserves increased by

USD 538 million to USD 19.2 billion. [The Daily Star 1]

[The Daily Star 2]

Despite this, Bangladesh has met other conditions,

including maintaining a primary budget deficit limit,

exceeding tax revenue collection targets, and

surpassing social and capital spending goals. An IMF

mission, led by Chris Papageorgiou, reviewed

Bangladesh's program performances from April 24 to

May 8 and reached a staff-level agreement on the

necessary policies. [The Daily Star 1]

Against the backdrop of the anticipated third tranche

from the IMF, along with USD 500 million in budget

support from the World Bank, foreign reserves are

expected to reach at least USD 20.85 billion this

month, the highest level since March. Experts

welcomed the news but cautioned that it is too early to

declare the forex crisis over. They emphasized the

need to reduce the financial account deficit by

attracting foreign loans and direct investments to

stabilize the economy. [The Daily Star 2]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tjk/


Bhutan to enhance management of

heritage sites with UNESCO support

(ps) Bhutan’s Department of Culture and Dzongkha

Development (DCDD) will enhance local capacity over

the next five years to manage four critical heritage

sites in the country, namely Jambay Lhakhang,

Tamzhing Lhakhang in Bumthang, Trong village in

Zhemgang, and one of the sacred neys. This initiative,

supported by the UNESCO/Korean Fund-in-Trust

Project, aims to strengthen heritage site management

in South Asia, focusing on Bhutan and Nepal.

The project, launched in Thimphu, allocates USD

600,000 for Bhutan and Nepal over five years, along

with technical assistance. It aims to improve the

documentation, conservation, and management of

heritage sites, contributing to Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) related to heritage

protection and sustainable economic growth.

Bhutan has collaborated with UNESCO on heritage site

protection and awareness since 2014, with UNESCO

also supporting the framing of the Cultural Heritage

Bill of 2016. The project aligns with SDG 11.4,

emphasizing the safeguarding of cultural heritage, and

SDG 8.9, promoting sustainable tourism. [Kuensel]

India’s Prime Minister Modi flashes ‘multi-

alignment’ diplomacy at G7 summit

(sg/lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's first

international trip since his party's electoral setback

showcased his "multi-alignment" diplomacy at the G7

summit in Italy. Modi's engagements included bilateral

meetings with several world leaders such as Italian

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, Japanese Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida, French President Emmanuel Macron,

and British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.

During the G7 summit, Prime Minister Modi

emphasized India's stance on global issues, particularly

focusing on the concerns of the Global South. He

advocated for ending the technological monopoly,

stressing the need for creative solutions to build an

inclusive society. Additionally, Modi highlighted India's

commitment to promoting energy based on four key

principles: availability, accessibility, affordability, and

acceptability. [NDTV] [Nikkei Asia]

Talks with French President Macron
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On the sidelines of the summit, Modi bilateral talks

with French President Macron, focusing on the

"Horizon 2047" Roadmap and the Indo-Pacific

Roadmap. Their discussions aimed to further

strengthen the India-France partnership in various

areas, including defense, nuclear energy, space,

education, climate action, digital public infrastructure,

critical technologies, connectivity, and culture. Both

leaders emphasized the importance of enhancing

strategic defense cooperation with a strong emphasis

on the "Make in India" initiative, aiming to bolster

India's domestic defense manufacturing capabilities.

[Ministry Of External Affairs]

Talks with British Prime Minister Sunak

During his bilateral meeting with British Prime Minister

Sunak, Modi discussed the India-UK Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership. The leaders focused on

enhancing industrial cooperation in the defense sector

and boosting trade and commerce between the two

countries. They emphasized the importance of

deepening economic ties and exploring new avenues

for collaboration to strengthen the strategic

relationship. [Times Of India]

Talks with Japan’s Prime Minister Kishida

In a bilateral meeting with Japanese Prime Minister

Kishida, Modi reiterated that strengthening ties with

Japan remains a top priority during his third term. The

development of Bullet Train project in collaboration

with Japan on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail

project took the center stage, with Japan expressing

satisfaction with the ongoing progress. In addition,

both leaders discussed Japan's planned 5 trillion-yen

investment in India over the 2022-2027 period. Both

the leaders affirmed to increase Industrial Competitive

Partnership and also enhance manufacturing

cooperation. [Economic Times]

Talks with Ukraine Prime Minister Zelenskyy

Notably, Modi met Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy, reiterating India's support for a peaceful

resolution to the Ukraine conflict through dialogue and

diplomacy. However, Modi skipped the Ukraine peace

summit in Switzerland, a move seen as maintaining

India's balanced foreign policy stance amidst its

strategic ties with Russia.

Accused of murder for hire plot against

Sikh separatist extradited to United

States from Czech Republic
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(lm) Nikhil Gupta, an Indian national, has been

extradited to the United States from the Czech

Republic on charges of being involved in a murder-for-

hire plot targeting Sikh separatist Gurpatwant Singh

Pannun.

Gupta was arrested in the Czech Republic last year at

the request of the US government. Federal prosecutors

allege that Gupta hired a hitman and paid USD 415,000

in advance for the assassination, claiming that an

unnamed Indian government official was involved.

Gupta’s attorney, Rohini Musa, has denied the charges,

stating that her client has been unfairly prosecuted

and that there is no evidence linking Gupta to the

alleged plot. Musa also criticized the legal advice Gupta

received from a Czech government-appointed

attorney, suggesting undue influence from US

agencies.

This extradition comes ahead of the visit of US

National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan to New Delhi for

the annual ICET dialogue, where the issue is likely to be

discussed with Indian officials. India has denied

involvement and initiated an investigation into the

allegations. [The Hindu]

Nepal’s president discussed bilateral

relations during separate visits to

Switzerland, Germany

(ps) President Ramchandra Paudel of Nepal met with

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier in Berlin,

seeking support to lift the EU ban on Nepali airlines

and discussing bilateral relations, economic

development, and investment opportunities. Paudel

highlighted Nepal's commitment to sustainable

development and expressed gratitude for Germany's

support during Nepal's peace process. Steinmeier

pledged continued support for Nepal's economic

development. Paudel's visit included engagements in

Switzerland and a tour of historic sites in Berlin. [The

Kathmandu Post]

During the trip, Paudel also met with Swiss President

Viola Amherd in Bern to discuss strengthening Nepal-

Swiss relations. Paudel highlighted Nepal's need for

economic prosperity to sustain democracy and sought

Swiss investment in agriculture, tourism, and water

resources. Emherd reaffirmed Switzerland's

commitment to aiding Nepal's socio-economic

development and praised Nepal's constitution for its

federalism and inclusivity. The meeting coincides with

President Paudel's keynote address at the
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International Labour Organization's conference. [Nepal

News]

Pakistan skips Ukraine peace conference

in Switzerland

(tj) Pakistan turned down Switzerland’s invitation to the

Ukraine Peace Summit citing scheduling conflicts and

other considerations. The two-day meeting in the city

of Lucerne in Switzerland was designed to gather

international support for Ukraine’s vision of peace,

detailed in Ukrainian President Zelensky’s ten-point

peace formula.

Despite the invitation to 160 countries, only about 90

attended, with notable absences including China, and

several major counties in the Global South. Islamabad’s

decision to skip the conference is believed to be a

diplomatic move to maintain neutrality in the Ukraine

conflict. Pakistan has historically maintained good

relations with Ukraine but has also been strengthening

ties with Russia in recent years. [Dawn]

IMF approves bailout for Sri Lanka after

second review under the extended fund

facility

(hgh) The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

completed its second review of Sri Lanka's USD 2.9

billion bailout package, approving the disbursement of

an additional USD 337 million to the country. This

brings the total funds provided under the Extended

Fund Facility (EFF) arrangement to approximately USD

670 million. The approval follows Sri Lanka's progress

in implementing economic reforms and restructuring

its debt, although the IMF has highlighted ongoing

economic risks and the need for continued reform

momentum.

Sri Lanka is recovering from its worst financial crisis

since independence, marked by soaring inflation,

currency depreciation, and low foreign reserves. The

country must continue to raise tax revenue, reform

loss-making state enterprises, and build stronger

reserves to ensure long-term economic stability.

Additionally, the IMF emphasized the importance of

addressing governance weaknesses and corruption

vulnerabilities to secure lasting recovery and inclusive

growth.
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The IMF also noted that Sri Lanka needs to reach

agreements with its official creditors, including China,

Japan, and India, and resolve issues with external

private creditors to complete the debt restructuring

process. Positive economic growth is projected for

2024, with expected growth of 1.8 percent, indicating

signs of recovery. [Reuters]

Sri Lanka’s President Wickremesinghe

meets SAARC Secretary General

(hgh) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe met

with the South Asian Association for Regional

Cooperation (SAARC) Secretary General, Golam Sarwar,

to discuss enhancing regional cooperation. The

meeting focused on strengthening economic ties,

addressing security issues, and promoting sustainable

development within the South Asian region. The

discussion also covered the country’s agricultural

modernization program and explored potential

support from SAARC member nations. [Ada derana]

SAARC is an organization founded in 1985 to promote

economic and regional cooperation among South

Asian countries. The organization comprises eight

member countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,

India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

However, the organization’s ability to function

smoothly has been severely hampered by tensions

between Islamabad and New Delhi, and no summits

have been held since 2014.

Due to the stalemate within SAARC, some member

countries are increasingly looking towards other

regional groupings such as BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic

Cooperation), which excludes Pakistan and thus

bypasses Indo-Pak tensions. Additionally, there have

been calls from various quarters to reform SAARC’s

structure and decision-making processes to reduce the

impact of bilateral conflicts on the regional

organization's functioning.

Asian Development Bank to invest more

than USD 1.2 billion in Cambodian

development

(lvw) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has

committed approximately USD 1.26 billion to support

Cambodia's development from 2024 to 2028. This

commitment was announced on June 12 during the
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inauguration of ADB's new resident mission in Phnom

Penh.

ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa stated that the

funds, under ADB’s new country partnership strategy,

will focus on economic diversification, human capital

development, and climate resilience. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia prepares aircraft for evacuation

of 1,000 injured Palestinians

(jb) The Indonesian Defense Forces (TNI) have readied

three aircraft to evacuate approximately 1,000

Palestinians injured by Israeli attacks in Gaza. TNI

Commander General Agus Subiyanto announced the

deployment of Boeing 737-400/500, C-130J Super

Hercules, and Hercules C-130H planes for this mission.

These aircraft will transport the wounded to Indonesia,

where they will receive treatment at Jakarta's Gatot

Soebroto Army Hospital and Jenderal Besar Soedirman

National Defense Central Hospital. The hospitals are

prepared to accommodate up to 1,000 patients,

providing top medical care and post-trauma therapy.

General Agus confirmed that the TNI is also ready to

send additional humanitarian aid, including a hospital

ship, once a ceasefire is established and a UN mandate

is obtained.

The evacuation follows instructions from President

Joko Widodo and Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto,

emphasizing Indonesia’s commitment to supporting

Palestinian independence and a ceasefire resolution.

[Antara News]

Bytedance to lay off 450 employees in

Indonesia post-Tokopedia merger

(jb) Chinese tech giant Bytedance plans to lay off 450

employees in Indonesia following the merger of its

TikTok Shop with Tokopedia, part of Indonesia’s GoTo

Gojek Tokopedia conglomerate. The layoffs,

representing 9 percent of Bytedance's Indonesian

workforce, result from restructuring efforts after the

merger's completion in January.

Bytedance now holds a 75 percent stake in Tokopedia,

committing over USD 1.5 billion to support operations.

The integration led to the new Shop-Tokopedia brand.

GoTo's Corporate Secretary, RA Koesoemohadiani,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-tiy/


confirmed that Tokopedia continues to review

organizational effectiveness.

Nuraini Razak, Tokopedia's Director of Corporate

Affairs, stated that the layoffs are part of strategic

adjustments necessary for growth. Isy Karim, Director

General of Domestic Trade, noted that the layoffs aim

to eliminate redundant roles.

Technology analyst Heru Sutadi emphasized that these

layoffs differ from other tech layoffs driven by

competitive pressures or outdated technology,

focusing instead on efficiency post-merger. [Jakarta

Globe] [The Wall Street Journal]

ILO concludes provincial trainings for

employment services in Indonesia

(jb) The International Labour Organization (ILO), in

partnership with BINAPENTA Kemnaker, has

successfully wrapped up its series of provincial

trainings aimed at enhancing public employment

services counsellors across Indonesia.

Commencing in March and concluding in May 2024,

the trainings were part of a comprehensive strategy to

empower counsellors with essential skills amidst

economic transformations. Participants from Bogor,

Bali, Surabaya, and Padang underwent rigorous

sessions led by trainers previously certified through

online and in-person workshops in Jakarta in 2023.

The program focused on equipping counsellors with

tools for managing employment services, offering

career guidance, and fostering skills development for

jobseekers. These efforts align with Indonesia's

broader initiative to strengthen its workforce amid

evolving economic challenges.

The ILO remains committed to supporting Indonesia's

Ministry of Manpower in building resilient public

employment services to meet the needs of jobseekers

across the archipelago. [International Labour

Organization]

Meanwhile, Celeste Drake, Deputy Director-General of

the International Labour Organization (ILO), will be in

Indonesia for her inaugural visit from June 18 to 21.

Drake’s agenda includes high-level discussions with key

Indonesian labour stakeholders, focusing on workforce

planning amid technological advancements like

Artificial Intelligence (AI).
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Scheduled meetings with Minister of Manpower Ida

Fauziyah, APINDO Chairperson Shinta Widjaja

Kamdani, and leaders from six Trade Union

Confederations will address critical labour issues. The

visit also features a pivotal High-Level Forum on AI’s

impact on Indonesia’s labour market, with

Coordinating Minister Airlangga Hartarto delivering a

keynote speech.

Drake will additionally visit Pengalengan, Bandung, to

engage with dairy farmers benefiting from ILO-

supported entrepreneurship and digital finance

training.

The visit underscores ILO’s longstanding collaboration

with Indonesia since 1950, aiming to navigate evolving

labour dynamics in the region. [International Labour

Organinzation]

Indonesia, US, and partners sign key

economic agreements at IPEF

(jb) At the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for

Prosperity (IPEF) Ministerial meeting in Singapore,

Indonesia, the US, and other partner countries signed

significant agreements to promote a clean and fair

economy. The Clean Economy Agreement, Fair

Economy Agreement, and the broader Agreement on

IPEF were officially signed, marking progress in

sustainable development and economic cooperation.

US Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo announced

USD 23 billion in priority projects during the inaugural

IPEF Clean Economy Investor Forum, aimed at

accelerating sustainable infrastructure investments.

The event highlighted IPEF’s commitment to fostering

economic growth and climate investment in the region.

The IPEF Upskilling Initiative also surpassed its goal,

providing 10.9 million digital training opportunities,

emphasizing workforce development across the

region. Further progress will be assessed in the next

virtual Ministerial meeting in September 2024. [US

Embassy & Consultates in Indonesia]

Indonesia and Malaysia applaud UNSC

resolution on Gaza cease-fire

(jb) Indonesia and Malaysia have expressed strong

support for the recently adopted UN Security Council

resolution advocating for a Gaza cease-fire. This
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resolution, proposed by the US, received 14 out of 15

votes, with Russia abstaining.

Indonesia's Foreign Ministry hailed the adoption of

UNSC Resolution 2735 (2024) as a significant move

towards halting the violence in Gaza and establishing a

lasting cease-fire. Jakarta urged all parties to swiftly

reach an agreement to provide immediate relief to

Palestinians and progress towards a two-state

solution.

Malaysia echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the need

for the "full and swift" implementation of the

resolution to end the ongoing violence. The Malaysian

Foreign Ministry reiterated its support for a sovereign

Palestinian state based on pre-1967 borders, with East

Jerusalem as its capital.

The resolution outlines a three-phase plan, including a

cease-fire, a hostage-prisoner exchange, and Gaza's

reconstruction. [Andolu Ajansi]

Indonesia hosts meeting of Emerging

Development Partners

(rm) In Bali, Indonesia, the Director General of

Information and Public Diplomacy (DG IDP) and the

Vice President of the Turkish Cooperation and

Coordination Agency co-chaired the Emerging

Development Partners (EDP) meeting on June 11.

The meeting was attended by thirty-eight participants,

including nine emerging donor countries and three

international organizations. The meeting aimed to

strengthen the position of Global South countries

through international development cooperation.

Specifically, the EDP meeting was designed to

encourage the active involvement of developing

countries in international development initiatives and

cooperation.

DG IDP Ambassador, Siti Nugraha Mauludiah

highlighted the importance of a forum for emerging

donors to address common challenges and achieve

sustainable development goals (SDGs). Former

Minister of National Development Planning (2016-

2018) Bambang Brodjonegoro emphasized the

influence of emerging donor countries on the global

development agenda, advocating for collaboration on

issues like poverty alleviation, inequality, and climate

change.

Discussions focused on repositioning EDP roles in

multilateral forums and exploring innovative joint
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initiatives. EDP meeting delegates expressed hopes

that EDP would become an annual platform to boost

collaboration and contributions towards SDGs. The

meeting was organized in collaboration with the

Indonesian Agency for International Development

(LDKPI). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of

Indonesia]

China, Philippines quarrel over South

China Sea collision

(tl/lm) China and the Philippines have traded

accusations following a collision in the South China

Sea. The incident involved a Philippine supply ship

allegedly approaching a Chinese vessel near the

Second Thomas Shoal, resulting in a minor collision.

China accused the Philippine ship of intruding illegally,

a claim the Philippines denies.

The Philippines and China have been engaged in

confrontations over the Second Thomas Shoal, which

lies within Manila's 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ) in the South China Sea, an area China claims as

its own. China's coastguard reported that the

Philippine ship ignored warnings, while the Philippines

accused Chinese vessels of dangerous behaviors,

including ramming and towing.

Against the backdrop of the latest incident, the United

States reaffirmed its defense treaty with the

Philippines, ensuring support against any attacks in the

region. Washington labeled the event another Chinese

provocation aimed at obstructing supplies to Philippine

personnel. Additionally, the U.S. Pacific Fleet concluded

a joint maritime exercise with Canada, Japan, and the

Philippines within Manila's EEZ. [The Philippine Star]

[Reuters] [Bendigo Advertiser]

Using a similar language, the Group of Seven (G7)

leaders expressed their opposition to China's

"dangerous" actions against Philippine vessels in the

South China Sea.

Philippines files UN claim to extended

continental shelf in South China Sea

(rm) The Philippines have officially submitted a claim to

the United Nations (UN) for an extended continental

shelf (ECS) in the South China Sea, specifically the West

Palawan Region. This strategic waterway, rich in

natural resources such as oil, natural gas, and fish
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stocks, is a focal point of maritime disputes involving

China, which claims nearly the entire areas, and other

nations including Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan, and

Vietnam.

The submission was made through the Philippine

Mission to the UN in New York to the UN Commission

on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS). The

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) explained that

under Article 76 of the UN Convention on the Law of

the Sea (UNCLOS), coastal states like the Philippines

can define their continental shelf's outer limits,

extending beyond 200 nautical miles but not exceeding

350 nautical miles from their baselines.

The National Mapping and Resource Information

Agency led the Extended Continental Shelf Technical

Working Group, working on this submission for over 15

years. The move to file the claim seeks to reinforce its

maritime entitlements and secure its rights over the

contested area, after the Permanent Court of

Arbitration ruled in 2016 that China's extensive claims

in the South China Sea have no legal basis, a ruling that

Beijing rejects. This is the second ECS submission by

the Philippines, the first in 2009 regarding the

Philippine Rise was validated in 2012, adding 135,506

square kilometers to the Philippines' seabed area. [The

Inquirer] [The Philippine Star]

This submission comes amidst heightened

confrontations between Philippine and Chinese vessels

in the region, with reported incidents involving water

cannons, collisions, and even the use of military-grade

lasers by the Chinese Coast Guard.

Philippines condemn Houthi attack on

merchant vessel with Filipino crew

(rm) The Philippines have condemned a recent attack

by Houthi rebels on the merchant vessel MV Tutor in

the Red Sea. The Greek-owned, Liberian-flagged ship

was carrying Filipino crew members when it was struck

by an unmanned surface vessel on June 12. [Al Jazeera]

[The Philippine Star 1]

On June 14, twenty-one of the twenty-two Filipino

seafarers were rescued by combined international

forces. The remaining seafarer is believed to be in the

vessel’s engine room and is yet to be rescued. Migrant

Workers Secretary Hans Leo Cadac reported that the

rescued seafarers were in good physical condition and

would soon return to the Philippines. [The Philippine

Star 2]
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This assault is part of a series of aggressive attacks on

ships by Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels in the Red

Sea and the Gulf of Aden. The Houthis claim to execute

these attacks in solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza

amidst the ongoing conflict between Israel and

Palestine. The Philippines, as a major source of

seafarers for the global maritime sector, has seen its

citizens caught in the crossfire of Houthi attacks on

vessels. Filipino seafarers constitute twenty-five per

cent of the approximately 1.5 million sea-based

workers globally.

Since April, the Department of Migrant Workers has

implemented a ban on the employment of Filipino

seafarers on ships traveling through the Red Sea and

the Gulf of Aden. The Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden

have been designated as “high-risk areas'' and “war-like

zones” by the International Transport Workers’

Federation and the International Bargaining Forum.

Singapore, Australia show interest in

joining Indonesia in possible UN

peacekeeping mission in Gaza Strip

(lb) Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI) Commander

General Agus Subiyanto announced that Australia and

Singapore have shown interest in joining a UN

peacekeeping operation in the Gaza Strip. This

statement came during a meeting with Indonesian

Ulema Council (MUI) members in Jakarta. General Agus

emphasized the importance of interstate cooperation,

particularly among Asian countries, to address the

ongoing conflict in Gaza. Although details of the

potential collaboration between Indonesia, Australia,

and Singapore were not provided, Foreign Minister

Retno Marsudi indicated that Indonesia could deploy

peacekeeping forces to Gaza if authorized by a UN

mandate.

General Agus mentioned that the TNI's engineering

battalion, capable of rebuilding destroyed homes and

public facilities, would be part of the UN mission. The

TNI has prepared 1,394 personnel for tasks including

security, reconstruction, and medical services in Gaza.

Additionally, the TNI is ready to send further

humanitarian aid, including a hospital ship, contingent

on a ceasefire and a UN mandate.

The renewed conflict between Palestine and Israel

began with a surprise attack by Hamas on October 7,

2023, leading to severe casualties and a humanitarian

crisis in Gaza. As of June 15, Israeli forces have killed

over 37,000 Palestinian civilians and injured more than



85,000, with many of the victims being women and

children. [Antara]

Singapore’s Prime Minister Wong visits

Brunei, Malaysia on first overseas trip

since taking office

(lb/lm) Singapore’s Prime Minister Lawrence Wong last

week completed his first overseas trip since taking

office in May with one-day visits to Brunei and

Malaysia, respectively. In doing so, Wong followed a

longstanding tradition where new Singaporean

leaders, including his predecessors and both President

Tharman Shanmugaratnam and former President

Halimah Yacob, make their initial overseas visits to

Brunei.

Brunei

During his visit to Bandar Seri Begawan, the capital and

largest city of Brunei, on June 11, Wong highlighted the

strong, enduring relationship between the two

countries. Celebrating 40 years of diplomatic ties,

Wong emphasized the two countries' commitment to

expanding cooperation in areas such as sustainability,

urban planning, the digital economy, and food security.

He noted that Singapore and Brunei, as small nations,

naturally support each other in an increasingly volatile

world.

Wong’s visit began with a ceremonial welcome and

meetings with Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah and

other officials. During a toast at an official lunch, Wong

affirmed the importance of the defense and finance

sectors in their bilateral relationship. He highlighted

the Temburong jungles' role as a training ground for

Singaporean soldiers and the currency

interchangeability agreement that facilitates mutual

investments and trade.

Wong also underscored the significance of people-to-

people ties, citing the successful completion of the

inaugural work placement program for Bruneian

officials in Singapore. He praised Sultan Bolkiah’s

leadership and expressed his intention to further

strengthen the relationship between the two nations.

[The Straits Times 1]

Malaysia

After Brunei, Wong traveled to Malaysia to meet Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim, with both leaders committing

to resolving outstanding bilateral issues such as

airspace, water, and maritime borders during their
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meeting in Putrajaya on June 12. They emphasized the

importance of continuing to strengthen the

relationship between their countries through new

areas of cooperation.

They reiterated their commitment to existing

agreements, including the Flight Information Region

(FIR) for Changi Airport and water supply

arrangements. Wong noted that working-level

discussions have been ongoing since the last

Singapore-Malaysia Leaders’ Retreat in October 2023

and expressed hope for significant progress by the

next retreat.

The two countries plan to enhance their cooperation in

various sectors, including health, education, culture,

trade, connectivity, the digital economy, and

renewable energy. Wong also mentioned promising

joint projects like the Johor-Singapore Special

Economic Zone and the Rapid Transit Link between

Woodlands and Johor. [The Straits Times 2]

ILO, Singapore to continue collaborative

efforts in promoting decent work across

ASEAN region

(sm) The International Labour Organization (ILO) and

Singapore will extend their partnership for two more

years to promote decent work in the ASEAN region.

The "Partnership Agreement for Collaborative

Programme on Labour and Decent Work," signed on

June 12 in Geneva, focuses on occupational safety,

health, skills development, and South-South

cooperation. The collaboration aims to enhance the

capacity of governments, employers, and workers'

representatives in ASEAN through social dialogue.

Since 2012, the ILO and Singapore have undertaken

various initiatives to support ASEAN integration,

including collaboration with SkillsFuture Singapore to

address future skills needs in Singapore and beyond.

The agreement, effective from June 2024 to June 2026,

continues this long-standing cooperation. [Ministry of

Manpower]

Singapore, European Union review and

strengthen cooperation during 10th

Senior Officials’ Meeting

(sm) The European Union and Singapore convened

their 10th Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) on June 3,
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reviewing progress in bilateral and regional

cooperation. Both sides celebrated the success of the

EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement, which boosted

bilateral trade to EUR 130 billion in 2022, and

expressed anticipation for the ratification of the EU-

Singapore Investment Protection Agreement. They

noted positive developments in the EU-Singapore

Digital Trade Agreement negotiations, with five rounds

of talks since July 2023, and reviewed the EU-Singapore

Digital Partnership, focusing on AI, cybersecurity, and

research cooperation.

Emphasis was placed on increased cooperation in

science, technology, and innovation, particularly for

the green transition, with the EU welcoming

Singapore’s interest in the Horizon Europe

programme. Discussions on climate and

environmental issues were held in anticipation of COP

29 and COP 16, with Singapore expressing interest in

the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

(CBAM). Both parties agreed on further collaboration in

climate action and water management.

Transport cooperation was acknowledged, referencing

the 7th EU-Singapore Senior Transport Officials

Meeting held in April 2024. The meeting reviewed

growing cooperation in maritime security,

cybersecurity, and combating hybrid threats and

disinformation, discussing potential for more

structured exchanges on security and defence.

Perspectives on global and regional issues, including

Myanmar, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and the Middle

East, were shared, reaffirming the commitment to

deepening EU-ASEAN cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs]

India, Singapore air forces participate in

United States-led exercise Red Flag-Alaska

(lm) The Indian Air Force and the Republic of Singapore

Air Force, along with other international forces,

participated in the exercise Red Flag-Alaska, a two-

weeks drills hosted by the Pacific Air Forces, the air

component command of the United States Indo-Pacific

Command. Designed to provide realistic combat

training, the exercise involved approximately 3,100

personnel and over 100 aircraft. [dvids]

ASEAN countries show mixed rankings in

2024 Global Peace Index
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(msz) In the 2024 edition of the Global Peace Index

(GPI) by the Institute for Economics & Peace, ASEAN

member states displayed varying levels of peace. The

GPI, headquartered in Sydney, surveyed 163 countries

and territories, covering 99.7 percent of the global

population. The index uses three indicators: social

safety and security, ongoing domestic and

international conflicts, and militarization.

Thailand was ranked the 75th most peaceful country,

improving by 11 positions from the previous year.

Excluding Brunei, which was not part of the survey,

Singapore was the highest-ranked ASEAN country,

positioned as the fifth most peaceful country globally.

It was followed by Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Laos,

and Cambodia. Thailand, despite its improvement, was

still only above the Philippines and Myanmar within

ASEAN member states. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand aims for BRICS membership by

October

(bk/lm) Thailand s progressing with its application to

join BRICS, the coalition of developing countries

including Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa,

and, according to Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa, anticipates an invitation to join by

October this year. [Bangkok Post 1]

Following a draft application approval in late May,

Maris recently participated in the "BRICS Dialogue with

Developing Countries" during the BRICS Ministers of

Foreign Affairs/International Relations Meeting in

Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, at the invitation of Russia's

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. This event, convening

22 ministers and representatives from BRICS member

and developing countries, marked Thailand's fifth high-

level BRICS meeting. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1]

In his address, Foreign Minister Maris emphasized

Thailand's readiness to join BRICS as a full member,

highlighting the country's strategic importance as a

bridge-builder between BRICS and regional bodies like

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),

the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical

and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), the Asia

Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), the Group of 77, and the

United Nations (UN). He proposed enhancing

collaboration within BRICS on food and energy

security, trade facilitation, digital connectivity, and

promoting local currencies. Thailand is prepared to

initiate technical cooperation focusing on health,

employment, food security, environment, and energy

with BRICS countries. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2]
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BRICS, established in 2009 and contributing over USD

28 trillion to the global economy, aims to balance

global power dynamics dominated by Western nations.

Recently, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and the United Arab

Emirates joined, underscoring its growing influence.

This year, 30 countries have shown interest in joining

the organization, with 15 formally applying for

membership, including Thailand. However, Indonesia,

another Southeast Asian nation, declined to join BRICS

in 2023, reflecting uncertainty about BRICS' direction.

In addition to BRICS, Thailand has earlier expressed its

intention to apply for membership in the Organisation

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

to bolster national standing and expand trade and

investment prospects. [AiR No. 50, December/2023, 2

and AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3] [Bangkok Post 2]

Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam forge

maritime route for economic and tourism

boost

(bk) Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam are

collaborating to establish a maritime route connecting

islands near Trat (Thailand's beachside eastern

province) with Sihanoukville (Cambodia's deep-sea

port city in southwest Cambodia on the Gulf of

Thailand) and Kiên Giang (Vietnam's southern fishing

province in the Mekong Delta region). This initiative

aims to promote the Cambodia-Vietnam-Thailand

Economic Corridor (CVTEC) conference and highlight

the maritime route linking the three countries as a

"One Market, Three Destinations" strategy.

Representatives from the private and public sectors of

all three countries have signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) to collectively boost trade,

investment, tourism, and the MICE (Meetings,

Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) industry.

According to the Tourism Council of Trat province, the

maritime route will be launched during the upcoming

high season in November. [Bangkok Post]

New Thai foreign minister outlines

government foreign policy

(msz) During the “Meet the Press#1” reception on June

14, Thailand’s newly appointed Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa outlines his vision of Thai foreign

policy under the topic of "Ignite Thailand, Re-ignite Thai

Diplomacy". Maris stressed the importance of
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maintaining good relationships with the neighboring

countries, while also pointing to the need to restore

Thailand’s image and make the country play a key role

at both regional and global levels. [Bangkok Post]

[Pattaya Mail]

As regards Thai foreign policy on neighboring

countries, Maris highlighted the importance of mutual

peace to cultivate mutual benefits, such as border

security, tourism, renewable energy and trade. The

minister specifically stressed the need to restore peace

in Myanmar, ensure the delivery of humanitarian

assistance and Thailand’s role in facilitating a peace

dialogue in Myanmar civil war in order to reduce the

war’s impact on Thai border security. Maris also

insisted Thailand’s need to work with Myanmar on the

suppression of illegal businesses, call center scams

and drug trafficking.

Related to border security, Maris pointed to the key

role of Malaysia in achieving peace in the prolonged

southern Thailand insurgency and along the Thailand-

Malaysia border as well as the potential of the

southern special economic zone. In addition, Maris

introduced the "Six Countries, One Destination"

initiative to bring neighboring countries to work

together on tourism through the mobilization of Thai

soft power. According to Maris, Thailand will open the

Royal Thai Consulate General in Siem Reap, Cambodia

to promote collaboration on systematic logistic

management.

While acknowledging Thailand’s need to regain the

trust of the international community with the ongoing

internal political conflicts, Maris cited trade,

investment, and business as the key factors in

elevating the country’s image on the global stage. For

instance, Maris highlighted the importance of the Free

Trade Agreement (FTA), especially with emerging

markets in Africa, the Middle East and Latin America.

Maris added that “Friends from Thailand” initiative,

which would enable Thais to have more role in people-

to-people diplomacy would facilitate government

efforts.

Russia’s President Putin to visit Vietnam,

sparking United States rebuke of Hanoi

(wn/lm) Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit

Hanoi this week, as reported by Vietnamese and

Russian state media. The visit, scheduled for June 19-

20, follows Hanoi's avoidance of a Ukraine peace

summit in Switzerland and its attendance at a BRICS

meeting in Russia. Putin is expected to meet Vietnam's
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new president, To Lam, and other leaders during his

visit.

The United States, Vietnam's top trading partner,

reacted strongly, criticizing the visit. Washington stated

that no country should provide a platform for Putin to

promote his war of aggression and normalize his

atrocities. This response is linked to Russia's invasion

of Ukraine in February 2022, for which the

International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest

warrant for Putin in March 2023. Neither Vietnam,

Russia, nor the United States are members of the ICC.

Vietnam's foreign ministry did not comment, and the

European Union also refrained from commenting

ahead of the visit, although it had expressed

dissatisfaction with Hanoi's delay in meeting the EU

envoy on Russian sanctions, attributed to preparations

for Putin's visit.

During his visit, Putin is expected to announce

agreements in trade, investment, technology, and

education. However, discussions will likely focus on

arms sales, energy cooperation, and overcoming

payment issues due to US sanctions on Russian banks.

[Business Standard] [Reuters] [The Diplomat]

In the lead-up to Putin’s visit, Vietnam's President To

Lam reaffirmed the country's strong partnership with

Russia during a meeting with Russian Ambassador to

Vietnam Gennady Bezdetko in Hanoi on June 17. He

also noted the growth in the comprehensive strategic

partnership between Vietnam and Russia, especially in

trade. He highlighted the potential for further

collaboration in various fields such as economy, trade,

investment, infrastructure, transportation, tourism,

and people-to-people exchanges. [Vietnam Plus]

Bangladesh raises formal complaint to

China regarding faulty military equipment

(sg) Bangladesh has raised formal complaints to China

regarding faulty military equipment supplied by

Chinese companies. The Bangladesh military has

reported defective components and technical issues in

various defense systems, including corvettes, patrol

crafts, onshore patrol vehicles, F-7 fighter jets, short-

range air defense systems, and K-8W aircraft.

Furthermore, airborne interception radars and fighter

aircraft radars from China have failed to meet accuracy

standards. These problems have led to operational

challenges and additional costs for repairs and

maintenance.
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Other countries, such as Myanmar, have similarly

reported problems with Chinese military hardware.

Experts suggest that China lacks the expertise to

produce advanced military equipment and often uses

outdated technology copied from the West. Despite

these issues, developing nations continue to buy

Chinese weapons due to their lower cost compared to

Western alternatives, with China selling arms through

state-run organizations like AVIC, NORINCO, and CVIC.

[Times of India] [Defence.in]

The timing of Bangladesh’s formal complaint is

noteworthy, as the two countries last month

announced plans for a joint military exercise, "China-

Bangladesh Golden Friendship 2024," focusing on UN

peacekeeping and counter-terrorism operations. This

exercise marks a significant moment in their bilateral

relations, which have been strong since a

comprehensive defense cooperation agreement was

signed in 2002. China has become a major defense ally

to Bangladesh, making it the second-largest recipient

of Chinese arms from 2019 to 2023. [The Sentinel]

Sweden seeks to enhance trade with

Bangladesh, to provide USD 1.2 million in

humanitarian assistance

(sg) Sweden aims to enhance trade relations with

Bangladesh, recognizing the country's growing

attractiveness as a market and investment destination,

and the strategic importance of the Bay of Bengal in

the Indo-Pacific region. During the launch of the

Sweden Bangladesh Business Guide 2024-25 at the

Swedish embassy in Dhaka, Swedish officials

highlighted Bangladesh as one of the world's fastest-

growing economies with a substantial domestic market

and a rising middle class.

The initiative aims to position Sweden as a key partner

for Bangladesh's green and digital transition. In 2023,

Bangladesh's exports to Sweden amounted to USD

625.19 million, while imports from Sweden were about

USD 60.21 million. Over 50 Swedish companies are

currently operating in Bangladesh. [The Daily Star 1]

In related developments, Sweden will provide USD 1.2

million in humanitarian assistance to communities

affected by Cyclone Remal in southwestern

Bangladesh. The aid, facilitated through the Swedish

Red Cross, Save the Children, and Islamic Relief, will

support over 86,000 people by providing essential

supplies such as food, shelter, and livelihood

opportunities. Additionally, 15,000 children will be

assisted in returning to school.[The Daily Star 2]
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Bangladesh protests against Myanmar

over shooting at trawlers

(sg/lm) Bangladesh has lodged a protest with Myanmar

over recent shooting incidents targeting Bangladeshi

trawlers and other vessels in the sea lanes between

Teknaf and St. Martin's Island, located near the

Myanmar border. This protest follows previous

objections by Dhaka concerning shelling incidents by

Myanmar's military junta inside Bangladeshi territory.

St. Martin’s Island is situated near the Naf River, which

serves as a natural boundary between Bangladesh and

Myanmar's Rakhine State. This region has been a focal

point of conflicts involving the Myanmar military and

the Arakan Army (AA), an ethnic armed group fighting

for greater autonomy and self-determination for the

Rakhine people.

Earlier this month, the AA took positions near the

border area and restricted the operations of service

trawlers and speedboats on the route between

Bangladesh’s Teknaf and St. Martin's Island. Observers

say that the AA  is concerned that Dhaka is providing

arms to militant groups representing the Muslim

Rohingya minority in Rakhine state, specifically the

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army and Rohingya

Solidarity Organisation. Fighting between the military

forces and the AA escalated on June 12, when a

Burmese gunboat entered the Naf River. [Prothom Alo

1] [Prothom Alo 2]

On June 13, Myanmar's Foreign Minister U Than Swe

and Bangladesh's Ambassador Md Monwar Hossain

met in Nay Pyi Taw to discuss ongoing collaboration

and emphasized the importance of maintaining

stability and peace to foster people-to-people contacts.

However, the protest letter from Dhaka was not

mentioned during this meeting.

Meanwhile, Awami League General Secretary and Road

Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader

reiterated that Dhaka is closely monitoring the

Myanmar border situation. He criticized the main

opposition, Bangladesh Nationalist Party, for making

irresponsible statements about incidents involving the

Arakan Army near Saint Martin's Island, clarifying that

Myanmar's state forces were not involved. [The Daily

Star]
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United States hinted at restoring GSP

facilities in Bangladesh on conditions,

foreign minister says

(sg) Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud

announced that the United States has hinted at

restoring Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)

facilities for Bangladeshi products, conditional upon

certain reforms by the Bangladeshi government. These

include enhancing worker rights and safety standards,

which are essential for meeting the conditions set by

Washington. According to Mahmud, the US Assistant

Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs,

Donald Lu, conveyed this during his visit to Bangladesh

on May 14, which was part of his six-day tour of the

region. [Dhaka Tribune]

Washington suspended Dhaka’s GSP status in 2013

due to concerns over labor rights and worker safety

following incidents like the Rana Plaza collapse. Since

then, Bangladesh has taken steps to improve factory

safety and amend labor laws. However, further

progress is needed to align fully with international

standards on labor rights, including freedom of

association and collective bargaining. A possible

reinstatement of GSP would be significant as it

provides duty-free access to the US market for certain

products, which can boost Bangladesh's export sector.

European Union envoy lauds Bangladesh

for complying with supply chain

regulations

(lm) Speaking at a Diplomatic Correspondents

Association, Bangladesh (DCAB) event, the outgoing EU

Ambassador to Bangladesh, Charles Whiteley, praised

Dhaka for its compliance with "due diligence"

regulations, highlighting that this commitment will

position the country favorably against competitors in

the long run.

The event took place against the backdrop of the

decision by the Council of the European Union on May

24 to approve the long-awaited EU Corporate

Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD). The

CSDDD will introduce a duty on certain companies to

undertake human rights and environmental due

diligence in their supply chains.

Against this backdrop, Whiteley acknowledged

Bangladesh's significant progress but stressed the

need for continued collaboration. He noted that

Bangladesh has the highest number of LEED
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(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)

certified companies, with 217 certified businesses, and

many local firms are well-versed in EU labor and

environmental regulations.

On civil and political rights, Whiteley clarified that the

EU aims to engage as a partner rather than lecture. He

also mentioned that Bangladesh is a key country in the

EU's Global Gateway Initiative, which focuses on

providing quality infrastructure and competitive

tenders, alongside technical and expert support. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Hasina seeks

investments from UAE in special economic

zones

(sg) During a meeting with the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) Ambassador to Dhaka, Abdulla Ali Abdulla

Khaseif Alhmoudi, Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina invited UAE investors to invest in the country's

special economic zones (SEZ). The discussion included

potential UAE investments in Bangladesh's container

terminal and the introduction of an Advance Passenger

Information System (APIS) for civil aviation. The UAE

ambassador mentioned that some UAE ministers

would soon visit Bangladesh to explore new avenues

for deepening bilateral relations.

The UAE envoy assured the Prime Minister that the

UAE will continue to issue visas for Bangladeshi

workers, ensuring job opportunities for them in the

UAE. Currently, around 20,000 Bangladeshis travel to

the UAE each month, with the UAE embassy issuing

approximately 1,000 visas daily. [The Daily Star]

Key SEZ locations in Bangladesh include Mongla SEZ

near Mongla Port, ideal for export-oriented industries;

Mirsarai Economic Zone in Chittagong, which is one of

the largest SEZs in the country; and Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujib Shilpa Nagar (BSMSN) in Mirsarai,

designed to be a major industrial hub. These zones

target various sectors, including textiles and garments,

pharmaceuticals, electronics, automobiles, agro-

processing, and information technology.

Bangladesh wants to import natural gas

from Azerbaijan

(lm) Bangladesh has expressed interest in importing

natural gas from Azerbaijan and proposed signing a
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memorandum of understanding to facilitate this

import. The proposal was made by Foreign Secretary

Masud Bin Momen during the first foreign office

consultation (FOC) between the two countries held in

Baku, Azerbaijan. The Azerbaijani side, led by Deputy

Minister of Foreign Affairs Elnur Mammadov,

responded positively to this proposal.

Additionally, Momen requested Azerbaijan to consider

importing high-quality, affordable ready-made

garments (RMG) and pharmaceutical products from

Bangladesh and to recruit Bangladeshi manpower. The

discussions at the FOC covered various aspects of

bilateral cooperation, including trade, investment,

education, culture, and ICT.

Both sides emphasized the importance of high-level

visits and agreed to expedite pending bilateral

agreements. They also exchanged views on regional

and global issues, such as the Russia-Ukraine war, the

Rohingya crisis, and the situation in Nagorno-

Karabakh.

Furthermore, Momen met with Azerbaijan's Deputy

Minister of Energy and CEO of COP 29, Elnur Sultanov.

Sultanov mentioned Azerbaijan's efforts as the next

COP Chair to secure better climate financing for

developing countries and improve the effectiveness of

mechanisms developed under previous climate

conferences. Momen assured cooperation from

Bangladesh, emphasizing the importance of climate

change adaptation and suggesting joint efforts in this

area. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan, India’s Adani Group sign MoU on

construction of hydropower project

(lm) Bhutan's state-owned Druk Green Power

Corporation (DGPC) and India's Adani Group have

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for

the construction of the Wangchhu Hydropower Project.

The project offers two options: a 570MW run-of-the-

river scheme or a 900MW reservoir scheme, with both

Detailed Project Reports already available. The final

choice will be based on the benefits of each scheme.

DGPC and Adani Group will work closely over the next

three to five months to finalize the project parameters

and decide on joint venture modalities. The Wangchhu

project was selected due to the number of current

hydropower projects, and future cooperation on other

projects is anticipated. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan, Kuwait forge air service

agreement

(ps) Bhutan and Kuwait have agreed to enhance air

services through a new Air Service Agreement (ASA),

which will come into force after ratification by Bhutan's

Parliament. The ASA provides a formal and legal basis

for operating air services between the two countries,

adhering to international best practices and the

principle of reciprocity.

The agreement supports Bhutan's development of

Gelephu Mindfulness City and aims to enhance trade

and connectivity. No significant financial expenses are

anticipated, except for logistical support for meetings if

the ASA needs review or amendment.

This ASA marks the first bilateral air services

agreement between Bhutan and Kuwait,

complementing Bhutan's existing ASAs with Nepal,

India, Thailand, UAE, Myanmar, Singapore, Bangladesh,

and Maldives. [The Bhutanese]

Cambodian efforts to resolve Myanmar

conflict

(lvw) As conflict in Myanmar intensifies, Cambodia's

Foreign Affairs Ministry reaffirms its commitment to

implementing ASEAN's 5-point Consensus and seeks

dialogue with ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Kung

Phoak, Secretary of State for Cambodia’s Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, expressed in a press conference on

June 12 the possibility that Myanmar’s junta leader,

Min Aung Hlaing, might allow top Cambodian leaders

to meet with Suu Kyi. [Khmer Times]

Driven by former Prime Minister and Senate President

Hun Sen’s continued interest, Cambodia remains

committed to resolving the Myanmar crisis, keeping it

a priority on its foreign policy agenda despite ASEAN’s

general fatigue on the issue. Hun Sen has been actively

engaging with Myanmar's situation since the 2021

coup, including a notable video conference with Min

Aung Hlaing in May 2024.

By pushing for the implementation of ASEAN’s 5-Point

Consensus, Cambodia is advocating for an end to

violence, dialogue among all parties, and humanitarian

assistance in Myanmar. Maung Zarni, a Myanmar

human rights activist, suggests Cambodia lead a

"Phnom Penh Peace Process," with international

support, to achieve peace in Myanmar. Cambodia is
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set to join Laos and Malaysia in a meeting in July to

address the crisis. [East Asia Forum]

Indonesia, Cambodia to cooperate on

combating online gambling and fraud

(lvw) An Indonesian government delegation visited

Cambodia from June 11-15 to explore cooperation in

eradicating online gambling and fraud. Led by Nur

Rokhmah Hidayah from Indonesia’s Coordinating

Ministry for Political, Legal, and Security Affairs, the

delegation met with officials from Cambodia’s Ministry

of Labor and Vocational Training, National Committee

for Counter Trafficking (NCCT), Ministry of Interior, and

National Police.

Hidayah emphasized the need to enhance

cooperation, particularly in protecting Indonesian

citizens in Cambodia. This visit follows a sharp increase

in Indonesians involved in Cambodian online gambling

and fraud networks, rising from 15 cases in 2020 to

1,386 cases in 2023. The delegation also proposed

training for Cambodian officials in detection,

investigation, and victim protection, planned for

September 2024. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Germany discuss mechanisms

to boost investment

(lvw) The Council for the Development of Cambodia

(CDC) and the Nuremberg Chamber of Commerce and

Industry of Germany discussed mechanisms to

enhance investment between the two countries during

a meeting in Nuremberg on June 12.

The meeting was led by Sun Chanthol, Deputy Prime

Minister and CDC first vice president, and Markus

Lotzsch, President of the Nuremberg Chamber of

Commerce and Industry. Chanthol highlighted

Cambodia's investment potential, favorable

environment, new Investment Law, government

incentives, and infrastructure developments, including

the Comprehensive Master Plan on Cambodia

Intermodal Transport and Logistics System 2023-2033.

[Khmer Times]

Phnom Penh forms sister city alliance

with Jeju, South Korea
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(lvw) Prime Minister Hun Manet welcomed the signing

of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

establishing a sister city alliance between Phnom Penh,

Cambodia, and Jeju Special Self-Governing Province,

South Korea.

The MoU, signed on June 12 by Phnom Penh Governor

Khuong Sreng and Jeju Governor OH Young Hun, aims

to enhance relations and cooperation, focusing on

tourism growth and direct flights. During a meeting

with Jeju Governor OH Young Hun, PM Hun Manet

encouraged further cooperation to explore investment

opportunities in Cambodia. [Khmer Times]

US lawmakers pass policy bill challenging

China's claims over Tibet

(rl) A bipartisan bill aimed at countering Beijing’s

narrative on Tibet and fostering dialogue between the

Chinese government is under development in the US.

The House of Representatives voted 391-26 on June 12

to approve the Promoting a Resolution to the Tibet-

China Dispute Act, which had already passed the

Senate.

The bill allocates funds to combat what it terms

"disinformation" from Beijing regarding Tibet’s history,

people, and institutions. It refutes China's claim that

Tibet has been part of China since ancient times,

establishing that the status of Tibet remains

unresolved under US policy.

The legislation also extends the definition of "Tibet"

beyond the Tibet Autonomous Region to include

Tibetan areas within Gansu, Qinghai, Sichuan, and

Yunnan provinces. [South China Morning Post]

The bill's proponents hope to pressure China into

resuming negotiations with the Dalai Lama, whose

dialogue with China ceased in 2010. Despite China's

contention that Tibet has been under Chinese rule for

over 700 years, the Dalai Lama maintains that Tibet

has not historically been part of China, although he

does not seek political independence.

The US State Department views the autonomous

region and other Tibetan areas as part of China, but

the bill’s supporters argue that the Chinese Communist

Party's occupation of Tibet in the 1950s did not comply

with international law. They claim that China

systematically suppresses Tibetans' ability to preserve

their culture, religion, and way of life, and assert that

Tibetans have a right to self-determination.
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Since his presidency began in 2021, Biden has not met

with the Dalai Lama, although he has expressed

support for the Tibetan cause and appointed a special

coordinator for Tibetan issues. China opposes any

official contact with the Dalai Lama. [The Hill]

EU announces provisional tariffs on

Chinese EV imports

(jm) On June 12, the European Commission announced

new import duties of up to 38.1 percent on Chinese

electric vehicles (EV) starting in July. The European

Commission investigation concluded that excessive

subsidies in the China’s battery electric vehicles (BEV)

value chain pose a risk to BEV manufacturers in the EU.

More specifically, the commission announced a tariff of

17.4 percent for BYD, 20 percent for Geely, 38.1

percent for SAIC, 21 percent for BEV producers that

cooperated in the investigation, and 38.1 percent for

the BEV producers did not cooperate. The EU's

provisional duties will apply starting July 4, with final

duties possibly being imposed by November 2.

[European Commission]

This decision follows Washington's plan to significantly

increase duties on Chinese EVs (see AiR No. 21,

May/2024, 3). The new tariffs will impact companies by

adding substantial costs amidst slowing demand and

falling prices in their domestic market.

European automakers are facing competition from

lower-cost Chinese EVs, which have gained a significant

market share in the EU. According to the chief Europe

economist at Capital Economics, Andrew Kenningham,

the Commission's action marks a significant shift in EU

trade policy, aiming to prevent a repeat of the collapse

experienced by European solar panel manufacturers

due to limited action against Chinese imports a decade

ago.

In response, China has criticized the EU's decision,

labeling it as protectionism and warning of potential

damage to China-EU economic cooperation. The

Chinese government has vowed to take necessary

measures to safeguard its interests. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

Despite this, the Chinese Passenger Car Association

expects minimal impact on most Chinese firms,

highlighting the continued potential for development

in Europe to circumvent tariffs.

European carmakers, particularly those with significant

sales in China, expressed concerns about the negative
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effects of the tariffs. Companies like Volkswagen and

BMW argue that the tariffs could harm the German

automotive industry more than benefit it.

The EU imported approximately 440,000 EVs from

China from April 2023 – April 2024, worth around EUR

9 billion (USD 9.7 billion). Frank Schwope, an

automotive industry lecturer at the University of

Applied Sciences FHM Hannover, described the

measures as disastrous for European car buyers and

German car manufacturers, emphasizing China's

significance as a key sales market for German

carmakers. [Reuters 1]

Furthermore, following the European Commission's

decision, shares of major European automakers fell

amid concerns over potential Chinese retaliation. The

STOXX carmakers index experienced a decline, with

Volkswagen and BMW shares dropping between 1

percent and 1.8 percent. Luxury German manufacturer

Porsche Holding saw a significant drop of over 7% due

to ex-dividend trading. However, shares in French

group Renault and Franco-Italian-American group

Stellantis turned positive in mid-session trading.

[Reuters 2]

The Kiel Institute for the World Economy predicts that

the tariffs will reduce Chinese EV imports by 25%,

which could potentially lead to increased European

production. However, the long-term impact will

depend on whether China retaliates, or an amicable

solution is reached. Meanwhile, Will Roberts, head of

automotive research at RHO Motion, believes Chinese

manufacturers may absorb some of the tariff costs

within their profit margins. [Reuters 3]

Hungary criticizes EU’s EV tariffs on China

(rl) Hungary has criticized the European Union's

decision to impose tariffs on Chinese electric vehicle

(EV) imports, calling it a "brutal punishment" for

Chinese manufacturers. The EU announced duties of

up to 38.1 percent on these imports starting in July,

aiming to protect the European EV industry (see article

above).

Hungary's economy ministry warned that

"Protectionism is not the solution," and urged support

for the European EV sector instead. Hungary, under

Prime Minister Viktor Orban, has fostered close trade

ties with China, investing over USD 1 billion in new

battery plants, including a facility by Chinese giant

CATL. Hungary also secured a major investment from

Chinese automaker BYD, further strengthening its
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economic partnership with China. [Reuters] [Xinhua

News]

China officially launches anti-dumping

probe into EU imports of pork

(jm) On June 17, China officially initiated the anti-

dumping investigation targeting imported pork and its

by-products from the European Union, with particular

focus on Spain, the Netherlands, and Denmark.

Announced by China's commerce ministry, the

investigation, starting on June 17, 2024, and ending

June 17, 2025, will scrutinize various pork products

intended for human consumption, including fresh,

cold, and frozen cuts, as well as pig intestines,

bladders, and stomachs. The inquiry follows a

complaint from the China Animal Husbandry

Association on behalf of the domestic pork industry.

[Ministry of Commerce of the PRC, in Chinese]

This move is seen as a response to recent anti-subsidy

duties imposed by the European Commission on

Chinese electric vehicles, effective from July (see article

in edition).

In response to the China’s announcement, European

pork producers, led by Spain, which is China's primary

pork supplier, have expressed willingness to cooperate

with Chinese authorities during the investigation

period. Spain’s Economy and Trade Minister Carlos

Cuerpo emphasized the importance of avoiding both a

trade war and a subsidy race while protecting

European products from unfair trade practices.

Meanwhile, Spain’s Agriculture Minister Luis Planas to

reporters expressed optimism for negotiation and

dialogue to prevent tariffs on agricultural and food

products. According to Interporc, Spain’s pork

producers’ association, in 2023, Spain exported EUR

1.2 billion (USD 1.29 billion) worth of pork products to

China, which accounts for 13.7 percent of China’s total

pork exports by value. [The Pig Site] [Reuters 1]

With China’s potential restriction on imports from the

EU, pork suppliers from South America, the US, and

Russia could benefit by gaining market share. Until

then, the EU asserts its commitment to rules-based

trade practices and readiness to engage with China to

ensure compliance with World Trade Organization

rules. [Reuters 2]

According to the Chinese customs data, the EU is a

significant source of dairy imports for China, second

only to New Zealand. According to data from the
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European Commission’s Directorate-General for

agriculture and Rural Development, in 2023, products

like whey powder, cream, and fresh milk were leading

the EU's EUR 1.7 billion (USD 1.8 billion) in dairy

exports to China. Countries with substantial dairy

export exposure to China include the Netherlands,

France, Germany, Ireland, and Denmark. In addition to

these nations, Spain, Brazil, and the United States, are

also major pork suppliers to China. [Reuters 3]

US affects Chinese companies with

expanded sanctions on Russia

(rl) The United States broadened its sanctions against

Russia, targeting Chinese companies that support

Russia's war efforts in Ukraine and cautioning foreign

financial institutions against dealing with sanctioned

Russian entities. The sanctions package aims to restrict

Russia's financial operations and limit its access to

critical technology.

Since the onset of the war, the US has imposed

sanctions on over 4,000 Russian businesses and

individuals. The latest measures include 300 new

sanctions, primarily aimed at deterring companies in

China, the UAE, and Turkey from aiding Russia. The

sanctions also threaten foreign financial institutions

with penalties if they engage with almost any

sanctioned Russian entity.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen emphasized Russia's

desperation for external support, underscoring the

importance of the sanctions. The new measures also

target Russia’s energy sector and those involved in the

forced transfer of Ukrainian children.

Russia sanctions specialists highlighted the importance

of Chinese imports in Russia, due to China being a

major producer of critical components, as well as

acting as intermediaries for the sale and shipment of

Western components to Russia. [PBS]

This announcement preceded President Joe Biden's

arrival in Italy for the G7 summit, where discussions

will focus on further supporting Ukraine and

converting frozen Russian assets into aid for Kyiv. The

US continues to pressure China and other nations to

comply with these sanctions to hinder Russia's war

capabilities. [AP]

China’s Premier Li’s visit to New Zealand
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(jm) On June 13, Chinese Premier Li Qiang arrived in

New Zealand, the location of his first three-nation tour

that will take place from June 13 to June 20. Li met with

New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon in

Wellington, where they signed agreements on trade

and climate change, with human rights also discussed.

The visit marks the 10th anniversary of enhanced ties

initiated during Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to

Wellington in 2014. [The State Council, the PRC, 1]

Luxon emphasized balancing rights and security

concerns with the significant economic benefits from

trade with China. China is New Zealand's largest

trading partner, with bilateral trade amounting to

nearly NZD 38 billion (USD 23.43 billion). In 2008, the

two countries signed a bilateral free trade agreement.

Luxon highlighted the potential for increased trade

with China's rapidly growing middle class, despite New

Zealand's ongoing efforts to diversify its export

markets.

Li expressed China's readiness to support New

Zealand's goal of doubling export values over the next

decade and announced that China would extend visa-

free travel to New Zealanders. [The State Council, the

PRC, 2]

In turn, New Zealand committed to supporting Chinese

language teaching and cultural exchanges through its

Confucius Institutes.

Other topics discussed included the disputed South

China Sea, China's interest in joining the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), and the AUKUS security

alliance. Unlike neighboring Australia, New Zealand has

largely avoided trade disputes with China, which have

affected bilateral relations between China and

Australia. [Reuters 1]

On June 14, Li toured the New Zealand Institute for

Plant and Food Research in Auckland and engaged

with business leaders, academics, and diplomats. He

emphasized the potential for more bilateral business

opportunities in sectors such as energy, information

technology, biomedicine, and other emerging

industries.

Li’s visit coincides with Chinese firms seeking an anti-

dumping probe into pork imports from the European

Union, following the EU's imposition of anti-subsidy

duties on Chinese-made electric vehicles. This

development has put global food companies on alert

for possible retaliatory tariffs from China see article in

this edition). [Reuters 2]
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New Zealand has taken a more moderate stance on

security matters with China compared to its Western

allies, aiming for a consistent foreign policy approach.

Luxon affirmed the ability to discuss differences openly

with China, while Li echoed the sentiment, suggesting

that differences should drive mutual learning and

development. [New Zealand Government]

Another aspect of the visit was the collaboration on the

kiwifruit industry, specifically the China-New Zealand

Belt-and-Road Joint Laboratory on Kiwifruit. This

partnership aims to enhance the industry through

scientific and technological cooperation. On June 15, Li

also visited Fonterra, a major New Zealand dairy

company, encouraging the development of products

tailored to diverse Chinese consumer preferences.

[Xinhua]

Overall, the visit was met with mixed reactions from

the public, with Chinese-New Zealanders showing

support for the relationship and others protesting

China's human rights record. Li’s visit to New Zealand

is part of a broader tour, including subsequent stops in

Australia and Malaysia, aimed at strengthening China's

regional ties and economic influence.  [AP News]

Geopolitical tensions in China-New

Zealand relations

(jm) Despite the positive engagement of Chinese

Premier Li Qiang’s visit to New Zealand from June 13-

16 (see article above, Li’s meeting with New Zealand

Prime Minister Christopher Luxon occurred amidst

growing strains in New Zealand-China relations.

Human rights issues were a significant point of

contention, highlighted by past New Zealand

parliamentary motions criticizing China's treatment of

Uyghur Muslims in 2021 and allegations of Chinese

interference and cyberattacks targeting two

Parliamentary agencies in 2021. [RNZ 1] Luxon

reiterated New Zealand's core values, emphasizing

human rights and national security concerns.

While Premier Li and Luxon discussed sensitive topics,

including foreign interference and South China Sea

disputes, the most contentious issue discussed was

New Zealand’s possibility of joining the Australia-UK-US

(AUKUS) security partnership. The potential for New

Zealand to join the Australia-UK-US (AUKUS) security

partnership has been a contentious issue. In May 2024,

China warned New Zealand against such a move,

which it views as taking sides in the regional power

dynamics. [RNZ 2]
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New Zealand's previous Labour government under

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern had adopted a more

Beijing-friendly stance, participating in China's Belt and

Road Initiative in 2019 and maintaining an

independent foreign policy. However, even during

Ardern's tenure, New Zealand expressed concerns

over China's influence and security threats in 2018, as

seen in their strategic defense policy and legislation

limiting foreign donations to political actors in 2019.

Currently, under Luxon's leadership, New Zealand has

shown an openness to joining AUKUS, particularly in

non-nuclear areas such as cyber-warfare and

advanced defense technologies. This stance has raised

alarms in China, which perceives AUKUS as a US-led

initiative aimed at containing Chinese influence.

However, due to New Zealand’s non-nuclear security

policy rules, New Zealand’s involvement in AUKUS

could be limited, specifically in the AUKUS nuclear-

powered submarine project.

Throughout Li's visit, New Zealand aimed to balance

robust economic engagement with China while

addressing security and diplomatic concerns.

[Asiatimes]

China’s Premier Li’s visit to Australia

(jm/rl) On June 15, Chinese Premier Li Qiang began his

four-day visit to Australia, marking the first visit by a

Chinese premier to the country in seven years. As the

second leg of his three-nation tour, Li’s visit is seen as a

positive signal between the two nations after past

difficulties. Li emphasized Australia's strategic position

as a bridge between the West and the East and as a

significant player in global economic integration and

multipolarity. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the PRC, in

Chinese]

Australia's previous Liberal government took several

actions that strained relations with China, including

legislation to prevent covert foreign interference,

primarily targeting China, and banning Huawei from

participating in the national 5G network due to security

concerns. Additionally, Canberra's call for an

independent investigation into the origins and

handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, which began in

China, further soured relations. In 2020, China

imposed trade restrictions on various Australian

agricultural and mineral products. Despite the

previous strained diplomatic ties between Australia

and China, Australia remains the largest supplier of

iron ore to China. [DW 1]
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Since Prime Minister Anthony Albanese's government

took office in 2022, diplomatic relations between the

two countries have shown signs of improvement.

Li arrived in Australia following his visit to New Zealand

(see article above). China is the largest trading partner

for both Australia and New Zealand. Both countries are

navigating the balance between maintaining strong

trade ties with China and addressing regional security

concerns related to China's activities in the Pacific

Islands. [Reuters 1]

During his four-day visit, Premier Li visited Canberra,

Western Australia, and Adelaide. On June 16, while

visiting pandas on loan from China at the Adelaide Zoo,

Li announced that China would provide two new giant

pandas to the city's zoo after the current pair, Fu Ni

and Wang Wang, return to China in November. He

highlighted the pandas as "envoys of friendship"

between the two nations. [The State Council, the PRC

1]

Later that same day, Li attended a lunch with wine

exporters who were previously affected by the trade

dispute. The trade restrictions had previously

suspended AU 20 billion (USD 13 billion) in Australian

exports. Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong

welcomed the removal of these impediments,

facilitating the resumption of wine exports worth

billions of dollars. [Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Australia] [Reuters 2]

On June 17, in Canberra, Li and Australian Prime

Minister Anthony Albanese met and agreed to properly

manage their nations' differences in a manner befitting

their comprehensive strategic partnership. [The State

Council, the PRC 2] The meeting addressed issues such

as trade, security and regional issues, and human

rights. Li stated the countries will expand cooperation

in energy and mining sectors. While most barriers on

Australian exports like coal, cotton, wine, barley and

wood imposed by China in 2020 have been lifted since

Albanese's Labor government took over in 2022, some

remain, including bans on rock lobsters and exports

from two beef plants. [AP News]

In terms of regional issues, during the meeting,

Albanese raised recent military clashes in the South

China Sea and Yellow Sea, advocating for regional

balance. He also brought up the Ukraine conflict and

Pacific issues. Both leaders agreed on maintaining

communication to safeguard regional peace and

prosperity. Furthermore, Albanese raised the case of

jailed Australian writer Yang Hengjun, whose

suspended death sentence in China was recently

upheld. [Prime Minister of Australia 2] While the
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meeting held place inside the Parliament house,

protests were held outside by Tibetan, Uyghur and

human rights groups urging prioritizing human rights

over economic interests. [DW 2]

US warns China to maintain stability with

Taiwan

(jm) On June 14, during a press conference, Sandra

Oudkirk, outgoing director of the American Institute in

Taiwan (AIT), gave a warning to China regarding its

actions in the region. She emphasized the US’s

commitment to maintaining peace and stability in the

Taiwan Strait and neighboring areas like the South

China Sea and near Japan. Oudkirk highlighted

concerns over China's provocative military exercises

near Taiwan during her three-year tenure, which

heightened tensions in the region. [American Institute

in Taiwan]

Taiwan, governed independently but considered by

Beijing as a province, receives informal diplomatic

support from the US through the AIT. Despite this, the

US officially recognizes only the People’s Republic of

China. The AIT also facilitates robust trade and defense

relations with Taiwan, reinforcing its status as a

democratic entity.

Oudkirk reaffirmed US support for Taiwan’s defense

capabilities, emphasizing the importance of delivering

nearly USD 20 billion worth of delayed arms sales.

Recent approvals include an USD 80 million sale of F-

16 fighter jet parts, prompting strong opposition from

China, which views such sales as interference in its

internal affairs (see AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2).

Amidst discussions about potential joint production of

arms and ammunition between the US and Taiwan,

concerns persist about aligning Taiwan’s defense

industry with US standards. According to Tzu-yun Su

from Taipei’s Institute for National Defense and

Security Research, the challenges in corporate

governance and compliance with US regulations are

key obstacles.

Oudkirk dismissed concerns about shifts in US policy

towards Taiwan based on election outcomes, citing

bipartisan consensus in the US on supporting Taiwan’s

security and democracy. Finally, Raymond Greene is

set to succeed Oudkirk as the new AIT director. [VOA]
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Chinese banks cautious of US sanctions on

Russia, U.S. Treasury Secretary says

(rl) June 13, U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen stated

that major Chinese banks are wary of violating U.S.

sanctions on Russia. Speaking at the Economic Club of

New York, Yellen noted that these banks are motivated

to comply with sanctions to avoid being designated as

violators.

"I believe the largest financial institutions in China are

trying to comply and have a strong motive not to be

designated," Yellen told reporters. However, she

emphasized that the U.S. would not hesitate to act

against any large bank found to be systematically

violating sanctions.

Yellen also reassured that the latest sanctions on

Russia, intended to disrupt its war efforts, are unlikely

to cause unexpected issues, citing that allies have been

pre-informed and potential consequences

investigated. [Reuters]

US blacklists three more Chinese firms for

Uyghur forced labor

(rl) The US has banned three additional Chinese

companies from exporting their products to the United

States due to their alleged use of Uyghur forced labor,

increasing the total number of blacklisted firms to 68.

The companies affected are Dongguan Oasis Shoes,

Shandong Meijia Group, and Xinjiang Shenhuo Coal

and Electricity.

These firms are accused of participating in labor

transfer programs, which the US describes as forced

labor. Under Secretary of Homeland Security Robert

Silvers emphasized the importance of keeping goods

made with forced labor out of US supply chains and

urged American companies to conduct due diligence to

avoid importing such goods.

Only Xinjiang Shenhuo Coal and Electricity is based in

Xinjiang, where most Uyghurs live. Shandong Meijia

Group and Dongguan Oasis Shoes, located in coastal

provinces, are accused of transferring Uyghurs from

Xinjiang to their factories.

China has denied allegations of forced labor, accusing

the US of using these claims as a pretext for

protectionist trade policies, as well as criticizing their

hypocrisy with historical crimes against Native

Americans and human trafficking. [Embassy of the
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People’s Republic of China in the United States of

America] [Radio Free Asia]

US sanctions Hong Kong and UAE firms for

aiding Russian gold dealings

(rl) The United States has imposed sanctions on Hong

Kong and UAE firms, including VPower Finance

Security, for aiding the trade of Russian gold.  This

move is part of a broader effort to tighten economic

pressure on Moscow amidst its ongoing conflict with

Ukraine.

The US Treasury targeted a network laundering gold

for Russia’s major gold producer, Polyus, which has

been under sanctions since 2023. The scheme involved

converting payments from Russian gold sales into fiat

currency and cryptocurrencies via front companies in

Hong Kong and the UAE.

The sanctions list included at least 21 Hong Kong-

based companies, including Holden International

Trading Limited, Taube Precious HK Limited, as well as

UAE-based Red Coast Metals Trading DMCC. The

London Bullion Market Association has revoked

VPower Finance Security’s membership following these

revelations.

This action aims to disrupt Russia’s ability to fund its

war efforts and signals increased risks for foreign firms

supporting Russia’s economy. [JURIST news] [Reuters]

US policy group requests stronger trade

barriers against Chinese imports

(jm) On June 14, the Alliance for American

Manufacturing (AAM), a policy group, published a

report that calls on the US to pass stricter trade

barriers to Chinese imports. This report comes a

month after Biden imposed new tariffs on certain

Chinese products (see AiR No. 21, May/2024, 3).

The AAM raised concerns over China's excess industrial

capacity and the threat of surging cheap and

subsidized exports that could jeopardize US jobs. The

group advocated for the reinstatement of Section 421,

a long-expired import surge protection tool created

when China joined the World Trade Organization

(WTO) in 2001.

Section 421 was designed to allow the US to impose

temporary tariffs to mitigate market disruptions
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caused by import surges from China's low-cost

manufacturing base. It was invoked only once in 2009

by President Obama, temporarily raising tariffs on

Chinese tires up to 35 percent. The AAM called for

reviving and modernizing Section 421, citing China's

failure to abide by its WTO commitments and its state-

driven support for critical sectors, leading to massive

overcapacity.

The report highlighted job losses and plant closures in

U.S. industries like paper, glass, steel, and tires due to

Chinese imports. It emphasized the need for a

proactive approach to prevent similar impacts in

newer sectors like electric vehicles and

semiconductors. [Alliance for American Manufacturing]

These recommendations align with recent actions by

the Group of Seven (G7) industrial democracies, which

pledged to protect their industries from China's "unfair

practices." The European Union also imposed punitive

tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles to combat excessive

government subsidies (see article in this edition).

[Reuters]

Two men in US jailed for attempt to sell

Iranian petroleum to China

(rl) Two Texas men were sentenced to 45 months in

prison for attempting to sell Iranian petroleum to

China, violating US sanctions and engaging in money

laundering. Zhenyu Wang, 43, a Chinese citizen, and

Daniel Ray Lane, 42, from McKinney, Texas, were

convicted by a US jury in November.

From July 2019 to February 2020, the pair conspired to

purchase sanctioned Iranian oil, disguise its origins,

and sell it to a Chinese refinery. Lane was president of

Stack Royalties, a Texas-based company dealing in oil

and gas mineral rights.

Charged in 2020 along with three others in the Eastern

District of Pennsylvania, at least two co-conspirators

have pleaded guilty. Despite sanctions reimposed by

former US president Donald Trump in 2018, China

remains the only major importer of Iranian oil. [South

China Morning Post]

Microsoft acknowledges security lapses

that allowed Chinese hackers to access US

government emails
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(rl) Microsoft President Brad Smith has admitted the

company's security failures that allowed Chinese

hackers to access US government emails in 2023.

Speaking before the US House Committee on

Homeland Security on June 13, Smith accepted full

responsibility for the issues highlighted in an April

2024 Cyber Safety Review Board (CSRB) report.

The report revealed that the Chinese threat actor

Storm-0558 exploited Microsoft’s security flaws to

access 25 organizations' email accounts. Using a

compromised Microsoft encryption key and flaws in

the authentication system, the attackers forged

authentication tokens to gain entry.

Smith emphasized Microsoft's commitment to

strengthening its cybersecurity defenses, stating that

the company is implementing all 16 CSRB

recommendations. Measures include transitioning to a

new key management system and enhancing token

validation security.

The president also mentioned that Microsoft currently

does not comply with the 2017 Chinese national

intelligence law, which requires firms to hand over

information requested by the Chinese central

government, refusing some requests from the

authorities. [NBC News]

Additionally, Microsoft has delayed the roll-out of its

Recall AI feature for further security testing following

privacy concerns. Smith assured that Microsoft is

learning from past mistakes and prioritizing security to

build a safer future. [Infosecurity Magazine]

UK announces wide-ranging sanctions on

Russia’s “shadow oil fleet”, China opposes

(rl) Britain has taken decisive action by imposing its

first sanctions on vessels within President Vladimir

Putin’s so-called "shadow fleet," which is used to

circumvent Western sanctions on Russian oil trade.

These measures, part of a broader set of 50 new

sanctions coordinated with G7 partners, also hit

suppliers of munitions, machinery, microelectronics,

and logistics services to Russia’s military, including

firms from China, Israel, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey.

The UK has also sanctioned the Moscow Exchange,

accusing it of benefiting from and supporting the

Kremlin. This follows similar U.S. sanctions, which led

to the immediate suspension of dollar and euro

trading on the exchange.
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China opposed the UK’s decision to include five

Chinese firms in the sanctions, for alleged involvement

in “destabilizing Ukraine” or “undermining or

threatening the territorial integrity, sovereignty or

independence of Ukraine”. [The Guardian]

Additionally, the UK committed GBP 242 million in

bilateral aid to Ukraine, aimed at addressing

humanitarian, energy, and stabilization needs. G7

leaders are expected to announce plans for a multi-

year loan using profits from frozen Russian assets to

further support Ukraine. [Reuters]

Tesla’s EV battery trade secrets stolen by

resident of China

(jm) On June 13, in a New York federal court, Klaus

Pflugbeil, a Canadian and German national as well as

resident of China, pleaded guilty to stealing trade

secrets related to electric vehicle battery

manufacturing from Tesla. Pflugbeil, 58 years-old,

conspired with his business partner Yilong Shao to sell

these stolen secrets to undercover FBI agents posing

as businesspeople.

According to the US Department of Justice, Pflugbeil

faces up to 10 years in prison for this unlawful conduct

that jeopardized national security. Pflugbeil and Shao

had previously worked for a Canadian company

acquired by Tesla in 2019, likely referring to Hibar

Systems Corporation. After leaving the Canadian firm,

they established their own electric vehicle battery

business in China, Canada, Germany, and Brazil, using

trade secrets stolen from Tesla to manufacture similar

battery assembly equipment. While Pflugbeil pleaded

guilty, Shao remains at large and could not be reached

for comment. [Office of Public Affairs, US Department

of Justice]

The case highlights concerns over intellectual property

theft and the protection of trade secrets, particularly in

strategic industries like electric vehicle manufacturing.

[Reuters]

India’s Prime Minister Modi extends Eid

Al-Adha greetings to Maldives president

amid strained relations

(wh) On June 16, India Prime Minister Narendra Modi

extended his wishes to Maldives President Mohamed

Muizzu on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha, emphasizing
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the values of sacrifice, compassion, and brotherhood

as essential for building a peaceful and inclusive world.

The Prime Minister also highlighted the celebration of

the festival as an integral part of India's multi-cultural

heritage, celebrated with fervor and joy across the

country.

On June 9, President Muizzu was in New Delhi for

Modi's oath-taking ceremony, where he held talks with

Modi and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. The

invitation to President Muizzu was part of India's

Neighbourhood First policy, seen as an attempt to ease

tensions in bilateral relations that have become

strained since Muizzu assumed office in April and

adopted policies perceived as hostile to Indian

interests.

Modi's festive message to President Muizzu may

indicate India's effort to mend ties. Relations between

the two nations soured particularly after Muizzu,

viewed as a pro-China leader, insisted on the

withdrawal of Indian military personnel operating

three military platforms in the Maldives. Following this

demand, India withdrew all its troops from the

Maldives ahead of the May 10 deadline set by Muizzu.

The Indian military personnel were stationed in the

Maldives to operate and maintain two helicopters and

a Dornier aircraft that India had previously gifted. The

Maldives government announced that 51 of these

soldiers were repatriated to India, with the presence of

89 Indian soldiers noted based on official documents.

The remaining Indian troops were agreed to be

withdrawn before May 10.

The Maldives is a key maritime neighbor for India in

the Indian Ocean Region and holds a special place in

initiatives like 'SAGAR' (Security and Growth for All in

the Region) and the Modi government's

'Neighbourhood First Policy. [News 18] [The Times of

India]

India, Japan prime ministers agree to

advance infrastructure, cultural ties

(lm) During the G7 Summit in Italy, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida agreed to advance bilateral ties in

infrastructure and cultural sectors. The leaders

discussed enhancing cooperation in defense,

technology, semiconductors, clean energy, and digital

technology.
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Modi affirmed that India-Japan ties would remain a

priority for his government, emphasizing the

importance of strong India-Japan relations for a

peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. Both

leaders also expressed satisfaction with the progress

of their Special Strategic and Global Partnership, now

in its 10th year, and discussed further deepening their

collaboration. Key projects highlighted included the

Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail and Japan's

targeted investment of JPY 5 trillion (USD 32 billion) in

India from 2022 to 2027. [The Hindu]

India, United States hold second session

of joint Critical and Emerging Technology

initiative

(sg/wh) India and the United States have committed to

overcoming barriers to bilateral strategic trade,

technology, and industrial cooperation. This

agreement was made during a meeting between the

national security advisers of both countries, Ajit Doval

and Jake Sullivan, during Sullivan's two-day visit to New

Delhi. This visit by Sullivan is the first by a high-ranking

US official since Prime Minister Narendra Modi

returned to office. Sullivan also met with Modi and

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar earlier in the day.

The meeting, which was the second session of the

India-US initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology

launched in January 2023, emphasized preventing the

leakage of sensitive and dual-use technologies to

countries of concern. They also initiated a new

strategic semiconductor partnership and agreed to co-

invest in lithium and rare earth resource projects in

South America and Africa to diversify critical mineral

supply chains. A bilateral critical minerals pact for

graphite, gallium, and germanium is also in the works.

Additionally, they discussed the joint production of

General Electric's fighter jet engines in India and

potential co-production of land warfare systems.

[Reuters] [WION]

India, United States in ‘advanced talks’ on

joint manufacture of Stryker combat

vehicles

(wh) India and the United States are nearing the final

stages of negotiations to jointly manufacture the latest

generation of Stryker armored infantry combat

vehicles (ICVs), marking a development in defense-
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industrial cooperation between the two nations. The

US has also proposed to demonstrate the Stryker's

capabilities in high-altitude regions of India, aligning

with the defense ministry's three-phase plan for the

project. This plan includes an initial limited purchase of

Stryker’s under the US foreign military sales (FMS)

program, followed by joint production in India, and

eventually, the co-development of futuristic versions.

The progression of this project hinges on the Stryker's

ability to meet the operational needs of the Indian

Army's mechanized infantry battalions, including

adaptability to high-altitude terrains like eastern

Ladakh and Sikkim. The project also requires a high

level of indigenization and the transfer of critical

technologies to the Indian co-production partner,

potentially a defense PSU or a private firm.

Additionally, final techno-commercial negotiations are

underway between India and the US for two major

deals expected to be concluded within this fiscal year.

These include the acquisition of 31 armed MQ-9B high-

altitude, long-endurance drones and associated

equipment for USD 3.9 billion, and the co-production

of GE-F414 jet engines by General Electric and

Hindustan Aeronautics for the Tejas Mark-II fighters in

India, with an 80 percent transfer of technology, valued

at around USD 1 billion. [The Times of India]

US court levies USD 194 million penal

charges Indian IT major for

misappropriation of trade secrets

(sg) Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), India's largest IT

services exporter, announced on June 14 that it

received an adverse judgment from a United States

district court over the misappropriation of trade

secrets. The court ruled TCS liable for a total of USD

194.2 million, including USD 56,151,583 in

compensatory damages, USD 112,303,166 in

exemplary damages, and USD 25,773,576.60 in

prejudgment interest. The court also imposed certain

injunctions and other reliefs against the company.

Despite this significant judgment, TCS stated that it has

strong arguments to counter the ruling and plans to

defend its position through a review petition or an

appeal. The company asserted that the judgment

would not have a major adverse impact on its

financials and operations and is taking necessary steps

to address the legal challenges. [Deccan Herald]

[NDTV]
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German carmaker Mercedes-Benz

confirms plans to invest USD 24 million in

India

(sg) German luxury automobile manufacturer

Mercedes-Benz has confirmed its plan to invest USD 24

million in India in 2024. This statement comes after the

industries minister of Maharashtra state, Uday

Samant, claimed the carmaker would invest USD 360

million in the state. Mercedes-Benz clarified that while

they are committed to the USD 24 million investment

announced in January, any additional investments will

depend on market demand. [NDTV] [yahoo!finance]

South Korea considers dropping Indonesia

from KF-21 fighter program

(jb) South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program

Administration (DAPA) is contemplating removing

Indonesia from the joint KF-21 fighter development

project amid allegations of data theft by Indonesian

engineers. DAPA chief Seok Jong-gun stated that

Indonesia's continued participation depends on the

outcome of the investigation.

The alleged theft, which surfaced in January 2024, is

under probe by South Korean counterintelligence, with

implicated Indonesian engineers restricted from

leaving the country. Seok mentioned that technology

transfers to Indonesia will only occur after the KF-21's

development is completed in 2026, with minimal

technology shared thus far.

Further complicating matters, Indonesia's delayed

payments have led to a reduction in its financial

commitment from W1.6 billion to W600 billion,

affecting the promised technology transfer. Despite

these issues, Indonesia remains a significant market

with plans to purchase 48 KF-21s, although its firm

orders for other fighters, such as Dassault Rafales and

potential Boeing F-15EXs, raise concerns about its

commitment. [FlightGlobal]

Indonesian president-elect reaffirms

commitment to aid for Gaza at meeting

with US Secretary of State

(jb) US Secretary of State Antony Blinken expressed

gratitude to Indonesia’s incoming president, Prabowo

Subianto, for his commitment to aid Gaza during their

meeting at a humanitarian conference in Jordan on
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June 11, titled “Call for Action: Urgent Humanitarian

Response for Gaza”.

Blinken congratulated Prabowo, currently Indonesia’s

defense minister, on his election and highlighted the

potential benefits of the US-led ceasefire initiative for

both Israelis and Palestinians.

Prabowo pledged to send peacekeeping forces

contingent on a UN-backed ceasefire, along with

immediate medical aid. He announced plans to deploy

medical teams, a field hospital, and a hospital ship to

Gaza. Additionally, Indonesia intends to evacuate 1,000

individuals for medical treatment and care for children

affected by the conflict.

During the conference, Prabowo emphasized that the

ultimate solution lies in a two-state resolution, allowing

Palestine and Israel to coexist peacefully. Blinken

acknowledged Indonesia’s support for the ceasefire

and the release of hostages, reinforcing the US’s

commitment to global cooperation in resolving the

Gaza crisis. [Arab News]

US Indo-Pacific Commander enhances

bilateral ties with Indonesia

(jb) Admiral Samuel J Paparo, Commander of US Indo-

Pacific Command, concluded his inaugural visit to

Indonesia on June 14, reinforcing bilateral relations as

both nations commemorate 75 years of diplomatic

ties.

During his stay, Paparo engaged with senior

Indonesian military and government officials to bolster

cooperation in maritime security, disaster relief, and

military exercises like Super Garuda Shield. He met

with Gen Agus Subiyanto, Commander of the

Indonesian National Armed Forces, and other key

leaders to discuss regional stability and defense

modernization initiatives.

Highlighting US commitment, Paparo addressed

strategies for disaster response alongside Indonesian

counterparts, emphasizing the importance of

coordination among military, government, and non-

government entities. His visit underscored the growing

partnership under the Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership, aiming to foster peace and security in the

Indo-Pacific region.

Paparo also participated in a ceremony celebrating

Indonesian cadets heading for cultural exchanges with

US military academies, reinforcing mutual cooperation
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and friendship. [Defense Visual Information

Distribution Service]

Indonesia explores acquisition of

Cambodian rice producer

(jb) Indonesian President Joko Widodo has directed the

State Logistics Agency (Bulog) to explore the

acquisition of a rice producer in Cambodia. Widodo

emphasized the strategic benefits of investing in a

foreign rice producer over continual imports from

neighboring countries.

Despite being the world's fourth-largest rice producer,

according to the US Department of Agriculture,

Indonesia has been importing rice due to high

domestic prices and reduced local production.

Contributing factors include the El Nino weather

phenomenon and prolonged dry seasons, which have

negatively impacted rice yields.

As of this year, Bulog has imported 1.9 million tonnes

of rice, which is 52 percent of the annual target. Last

year, Indonesia imported 3.3 million tonnes of rice. The

potential acquisition aims to stabilize supply and

manage costs effectively amid challenging climatic

conditions affecting domestic production. [Vietnam

Plus]

Indonesian trade minister seeks to

intensify trade cooperation with Turkey

(rm) Trade Minister Zulkifli Hasan expressed

Indonesia’s intention to enhance trade cooperation

between Indonesia and Turkey across various sectors.

During a bilateral meeting with his Turkish

counterpart, Trade Minister Omer Bolat, on the

sidelines of the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Trade

Negotiation Committee on the Trade Preferential

System - Organization of Islamic Cooperation in

Istanbul on June 10, Hasan highlighted his hopes for

strengthened collaboration.

One sector Hasan emphasized for increased

cooperation is defense equipment. Hasan specifically

mentioned interest in acquiring drones, frigates,

helicopters, and fighter aircraft.

Bolat welcomed this opportunity for enhanced

cooperation, noting that several Turkish companies are

prepared to meet Indonesia’s needs. This would

include the supply of Turkey’s flagship “ANKA” drones.
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Additionally, Hasan discussed Turkey’s intention to

increase the number of direct flights to Indonesia to

boost business opportunities and tourism. The mutual

desire to strengthen ties is underscored by the

Indonesia-Turkey Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (IT-CEPA), which is still under

negotiation. Hasan used his visit to Turkey to advocate

for the completion of the IT-CEPA, aiming to solidify the

burgeoning partnership between the two nations.

[Antara News]

Prabowo meets Saudi Crown Prince  

(si) President-elect Prabowo Subianto met with Saudi

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Jeddah on

June 12 to discuss enhancing investment cooperation.

Although the main focus was on Gaza, trade and

investment ties were also addressed. Despite close

diplomatic relations, Saudi investment in Indonesia has

been minimal.

Salman emphasized the need for increased economic

cooperation, calling Indonesia a "second home" to

Saudi Arabia. Prabowo, who is also Indonesia's defense

minister, pushed for boosting trade, highlighting

potential areas like defense equipment, agricultural

technology, the halal industry, and the creative sector.

He stressed the importance of exploring new trade

opportunities.

Despite strong ties, Saudi Arabia's foreign direct

investment in Indonesia was only USD 600,000 in the

first quarter of 2024, ranking 73rd. Indonesia-Saudi

trade fell from USD 7.5 billion in 2022 to USD 6.1 billion

in 2023, with Indonesia facing a trade deficit of nearly

USD 2 billion. [JakartaGlobe]

Indonesia and Cambodia seek partnership

to eliminate online gambling

(si) Officials from Indonesia's Coordinating Ministry for

Political, Legal, and Security Affairs, led by Assistant

Deputy Nur Rokhmah Hidayah, visited Cambodia from

June 11 to 15 to discuss cooperation in combating

online gambling and fraud. They met with officials

from Cambodia's Ministry of Labor, the National

Committee for Counter Trafficking (NCCT), the Ministry

of Interior, and the National Police. Hidayah

emphasized the strong collaboration between the two

countries in addressing trafficking in persons (TIP)

cases involving Indonesians and stressed the need to

enhance protection for Indonesian citizens.
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The Indonesian delegation proposed capacity-building

cooperation with the Cambodian National Police and

NCCT, scheduled for September 2024. This training will

focus on TIP case identification, detection,

investigation, and victim protection procedures. The

Cambodian government welcomed the initiative.

The Coordinating Ministry reported a significant

increase in Indonesian citizens involved in Cambodian

online gambling and fraud, rising from 15 cases in

2020 to 1,386 in 2023. The cooperation aims to

address these issues effectively and ensure the safety

and well-being of the affected individuals. [Antara]

Indonesia and Fiji strengthen health

cooperation

(rm) In Suva, Fiji, on June 6, the Government of

Indonesia, represented by Ambassador Dupito

Simamora, donated medical equipment worth

approximately USD 191,740 to Fiji's Minister of Health,

Ratu Atonio Lalabalavu.

The donation, which includes hospital beds,

wheelchairs, examination tables, and trolleys, supports

both COVID-19 recovery and marks the 50th

anniversary of Indonesia-Fiji relations. Ambassador

Simamora emphasized Indonesia's commitment to

supporting Fiji's health sector and achieving the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly

SDG3 which focuses on good health and well-being.

Minister Lalabalavu expressed gratitude for

Indonesia's generosity, noting the positive impact on

healthcare services. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Indonesia]

Japan and US to sign a security agreement

with Ukraine at G7

(rl) On June 13, Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskiy announced plans to sign security agreements

with Japan and the United States at the G7 summit in

Italy. The agreements are based on a joint declaration

issued at last year's G7 summit in Hiroshima. [NHK

World]

These agreements aim to provide long-term support to

Ukraine amidst the ongoing war with Russia.

The United States and Japan are the final G7 members

to commit to the agreements, with 15 countries,
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including Britain and France already signing the

commitment with Ukraine. Zelenskiy highlighted that

these agreements are crucial for Ukraine's defense and

outlined priorities including faster training for fighter

jet pilots, expedited plane deliveries, increased air

defenses, and long-range weapons.

Additionally, Zelenskiy seeks approval for using frozen

Russian assets. The G7 summit will also involve

discussions with leaders from Italy, Canada, Britain, the

European Council, and the IMF. [yahoo! news]

Japan and Ukraine sign long-term support

agreement

(rl) On June 14, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida

and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed a

10-year agreement on the sidelines of the G7 summit

in Italy (see article in this edition), ensuring Japan’s

continued support for Ukraine amidst Russia’s ongoing

aggression. The deal includes nonlethal equipment,

medical aid, and support for economic recovery,

adhering to Japan's non-military aid policies.

Kishida also announced plans to host an international

meeting on landmine issues in Ukraine next year. The

agreement emphasizes Japan's commitment to aiding

Ukraine’s recovery and reform efforts and includes a

clause for immediate consultations if Russia attacks

again.

This agreement follows a G7 declaration for long-term

security commitments to Ukraine, with over 30

countries participating. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Japan]

Since Russia's invasion in February 2022, Japan and G7

members have supported Ukraine and imposed

sanctions on Moscow. [Kyodo News]

Japan and North Korea held secret

meeting, according to South Korea

(rl) Japan and North Korea conducted a secret meeting

in Mongolia in mid-May, reported the South Korean

newspaper JoongAng Ilbo. The meeting, near

Ulaanbaatar, included a Japanese politician and three

North Korean officials, one from North Korea's

Reconnaissance General Bureau.

The Japanese government Yoshimasa Hayashi

acknowledged the report but declined to comment.
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The meeting is seen as North Korea's attempt to find

economic and diplomatic breakthroughs. There were

also plans for another meeting in China’s Inner

Mongolia, though its occurrence remains unclear.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has been

pushing for high-level discussions with North Korea,

aiming for a summit with Kim Jong Un to resolve the

abduction issue. Despite North Korea’s initial

openness, it later rejected any negotiations.

Japan and North Korea have no formal diplomatic

relations, with Tokyo still seeking the return of

abducted Japanese nationals from the 1970s and

1980s. Five abductees were returned in 2002 after a

summit between then Japanese Prime Minister

Junichiro Koizumi and Kim Jong Il. [Kyodo News] [NHK

in Japanese]

Japan strengthens lithium supply ties

with Chile

(rl) Japan and Chile have agreed on stronger

cooperation in lithium mining and supply, securing

long-term preferential access for Japanese firms in

exchange for value-added processing and skill transfer.

At a signing ceremony, Japanese Trade Minister Saito

Ken and Chilean Mining Minister Aurora Williams

emphasized the need for a stable battery metal supply

and environmentally friendly mining practices.

The partnership includes technical cooperation and an

annual public-private conference to foster

collaboration. This agreement follows Chile's national

lithium strategy, which seeks foreign investment to

develop its lithium processing capabilities.

Japanese firms like Sumitomo Corp., Mitsui & Co., and

Sojitz Corp. have already engaged in the Chilean

lithium market.

South Korea has also begun sourcing lithium from

Chile, with potential incentives from the US for

diversifying clean energy supply chains. Stabilizing

lithium supply would potentially lead to economic

growth and decarbonization efforts in both nations.

Around 60 percent of the global lithium source comes

from Bolivia, Argentina and Chile. [Mining.com] [NHK]

Russian navy conducting drills in Pacific,

Sea of Japan and Sea of Okhotsk
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(rl) The Russian Navy has announced plans to conduct

extensive military exercises in the Pacific Ocean from

June 18-28 in the Sea of Japan, and Sea of Okhotsk.

The drill involves 40 ships, boats and support vessels,

around 20 naval aircraft and helicopters, including

long-range anti-submarine aircraft Tu-142M3, Il-38 and

Il-38N, as well as anti-submarine and search and

rescue helicopters. [TASS] [MarineLink]

Japan and China discuss TEPCO treated

water release

(rl) The Japanese foreign ministry of Japan has

announced that Japan and China will expedite

discussions regarding the release of tritium-containing

treated water from Tokyo Electric Power Company

Holdings Inc.'s (TEPCO) Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power

plant.

Hiroyuki Namazu, Director-General of the Ministry's

Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, met with Liu

Jinsong, Director-General of the Chinese Foreign

Ministry's Asian Affairs Department. Namazu urged

China to lift its restrictions on imports of Japanese food

products and expressed concerns over China's

activities around the disputed Senkaku Islands. China’s

ban of Japanese seafood in August 2023 tremendously

hurt the Japanese seafood industry, as China and Hong

Kong accounted for 40 percent of Japanese seafood

and agricultural export. [The Diplomat]

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

emphasized Japan’s commitment to addressing the

treated water issue with scientific evidence, suggesting

China to lift import restrictions promptly.  [nippin.com]

Japan’s Vice Minister visits Indonesia to

strengthen ILO collaboration

(jb) Miyazaki Mahasita, Japan’s Vice Minister of Health,

Labour, and Welfare, concluded a two-day official visit

to Indonesia to observe the work of the ILO Country

Office for Indonesia and Timor-Leste, particularly

initiatives funded by Japan.

Leading Japan’s delegation to the ILO’s International

Labour Conference 2024, Mahasita visited several key

sites, including the Pasker ID Employment Centre and

the Centre for Vocational and Extension Service

Training (CEVEST) in Bekasi.
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The Pasker ID Employment Centre, established with

Japanese support, integrates unemployment benefits,

public employment services, and vocational training,

following Japan's "Hello Work" model. Muchamad

Yusuf, Head of Pasker ID, highlighted the valuable

lessons learned from Japan’s extensive experience.

During the visit to CEVEST, Mahasita praised

Indonesia’s efforts in providing industry-linked

vocational training and employment services. The trip

concluded with a courtesy meeting with ILO Country

Director Simrin Singh, emphasizing Japan’s significant

contributions to Indonesia’s Decent Work Agenda.

[International Labour Organization]

Laos and Mongolia enhance bilateral ties

(lvw) President Thongloun Sisoulith of Laos completed

a state visit to Mongolia June 11-12, at the invitation of

Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa, who

highlighted the ancient historical ties and strong

relations between Mongolia and Laos. He also noted

that the Lao President's visit, the first in 17 years,

would significantly enhance bilateral relations, and

cooperation between the two nations.

The bilateral meeting included a visit to the Genghis

Khan monument, discussions between the presidents

at the State House in Ulaanbaatar covered socio-

economic development and future cooperation in

politics, defense, agriculture, education, and health.

The leaders also discussed cooperation across trade

and economy, as well as various regional and

international issues. Further, Laos will participate in

Mongolia's One Billion Trees national movement by

establishing an area named after Laos in the

international eco park in Ulaanbaatar.

President Thongloun expressed gratitude for

Mongolia’s support and highlighted the visit's

significance in bolstering bilateral relations.

The talks concluded with the signing of MoUs on

health, civil service cooperation and animal agriculture

industries.

The visit underscored Mongolia's commitment to

multilateral cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region,

recognizing Laos as a key partner and member of

ASEAN. [AKI Press] [Lao News Agency] [Mongolian

National News Agency] [Montsame]
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Laos and Hungary deepen diplomatic

relations

(lvw) Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó paid

an official visit to Laos on June 13-14, at the invitation

of Lao Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Saleumxay Kommasith. During the visit, Szijjártó

inaugurated the Hungarian embassy in Vientiane,

making Hungary the fourth EU member state to open

an embassy in Laos, joining Germany, France, and

Luxembourg.

The visit and the embassy's opening aimed to further

enhance the strategic partnership between the two

nations, who elevated their 62-year-long relationship

to a strategic partnership in 2019. Szijjártó emphasized

the successful political and economic cooperation

between the two countries, despite the geographical

distance, attributing it to mutual respect and dialogue.

Both countries agreed to maintain regular senior-level

exchanges, promote tourism and people-to-people

connections, and enhance educational exchanges.

They also agreed to increase cooperation in areas such

as natural resources and the environment, signing a

framework agreement for a water treatment project in

Vientiane. [Daily News Hungary] [Lao News Agency]

Malaysia and Turkey to increase

humanitarian aid for Gaza

(ba) Malaysia and Turkey have agreed to increase

humanitarian assistance, particularly for Gaza,

Palestine, announced Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar

Ibrahim. In an official Facebook post on June 17, Anwar

stated that the decision was discussed with Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during a telephone

conversation on the same day.

During the call, Erdogan also reaffirmed his

commitment to enhancing cooperation in defense,

economy, culture, trade, and investment between the

two countries.

Anwar extended an invitation for President Erdogan to

visit Malaysia in July or August. The Prime Minister

emphasized that the visit would be significant as it

coincides with the 60th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between Malaysia and Turkey and the 10th

year of strategic cooperation between the two nations.

[Astro Awani] [The Malay Mail]
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Malaysian foreign ministry calls on NGOs

to coordinate delivery of humanitarian

assistance to Gaza

(ba) All parties, including non-governmental

organizations (NGOs) and Mercy Malaysia’s emergency

medical teams (EMTs), have been advised to consult

with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs before sending

volunteers on any humanitarian aid missions to Gaza.

Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan emphasized that

this precaution is necessary to ensure the safety of

volunteers and to prevent any unfortunate incidents

due to the unstable situation in the region.

Mohamad added that his ministry is in constant

contact with Jordan regarding developments in Gaza,

including the delivery of humanitarian aid. [Free

Malaysia Today] [The Malay Mail]

Chinese top officials visits Maldives, says

Beijing respects, supports Male’s

sovereignty

(hgh) Bater, also known as Bagatur, the Vice Chairman

of the 14th Chinese People's Political Consultative

Conference (CPPCC), visited the Maldives last week for

high-level discussions. The talks aimed at

strengthening bilateral relations and covered various

areas of mutual interest, including economic

cooperation, infrastructure development, and regional

security. During his visit, Bater pledged to advance

Beijing’s cooperation with the Maldives while

respecting the country's sovereignty. [Sunmv] [The

President's Office] [avas]

Maldives urges Indians to be part of its

tourism

(lm) Maldives' Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal has

called on Indians to support the country's tourism

sector, emphasizing its crucial role in the Maldivian

economy. The plea comes as the number of tourists

from India has significantly decreased by 42 percent

since January, following negative comments by three

Maldivian officials about India and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. Comparatively, from January to May

last year, 73,785 Indians visited the Maldives, while

only 42,638 visited during the same period in 2024.

[mint]
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Maldives’s drug authority bans import,

use of drugs from Thai manufacturer

(hgh) The Maldives Food and Drug Authority (MFDA)

has banned the import and use of 15 medicines

produced by the Thai company Seven Stars

Pharmaceutical Co. The action follows reports from

Thailand's Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) that

these medicines contain dangerous chemicals in

Sorbitol, an excipient used in their manufacture.

The MFDA has also advised Maldivian travelers in

Thailand to avoid using these medicines, as they have

been removed from the approved drug list in the

Maldives. The medicines are occasionally imported for

personal use, and Thailand is a popular destination for

healthcare treatments by Maldivians. [the edition]

Maldives rallies support for Palestine,

weighs ban on Israeli passports but fears

for tourism sector

(hgh/lm) The Maldivian government on June 12

initiated a nationwide fundraiser campaign for

Palestine. The campaign is supported by ruling

People’s National Congress lawmakers, who have also

made donations, and is run in collaboration with local

media. [AA]

In addition to the fundraising efforts, President Muizzu

also announced the appointment of a special envoy to

assess the needs of Palestinians and coordinate the

fundraising efforts, with donations routed through the

UN agency for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA.

Additionally, the country is considering a ban on Israeli

passport holders in response to growing public anger

over the situation in Gaza. A Maldivian parliamentary

committee is reviewing a bill to amend the country's

immigration act, which has received rare bipartisan

support. This move follows the government's

announcement of the proposed ban earlier this

month, aiming to legally enforce it swiftly.

The proposal has raised concerns within the tourism

sector, which is crucial for the Maldivian economy.

Tourism contributes about 30 percent of the GDP and

over 60 percent of foreign currency earnings. The

Maldives recently saw a tourism boom, with 1.8 million

tourists in 2023, including 11,000 Israelis. However,
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Israeli tourist numbers have declined since the conflict

in Gaza escalated.

The country's economic stability is precarious, with the

International Monetary Fund warning of debt distress

risks and foreign reserves shrinking. Despite the

potential negative impact on tourism, the government

believes the diverse international tourist arrivals,

including a significant number from China, Russia, and

European countries, could cushion the economic blow

from the proposed ban. [Nikkei Asia]

Mongolian, Uzbek foreign minister’s hold

phone talk

(dql) On June 11, Mongolian Foreign Minister

Battsetseg Batmunkh and her Uzbek counterpart B. O.

Saidov held a telephone conversation.

During the talk, they highlighted the tangible results

and implementation of initiatives and decisions agreed

upon during Battsetseg’s official visit to Uzbekistan in

2023 (see AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2).

In addition, the discussion touched upon ways to

expand bilateral relations through economic

cooperation and high-level visits. [Monstame]

Myanmar junta delegation attends

Russian economic forum

(jb) A delegation from Myanmar’s junta, led by

Transport Minister General Mya Tun Oo, has returned

from the International Economic Forum in St

Petersburg, Russia. The visit highlights the

strengthening ties between Russia and Myanmar since

the 2021 coup.

The delegation, which included ministers of

investment, commerce, and health, as well as business

representatives, engaged in discussions with Russian

officials on enhancing cooperation in trade,

investment, transport, and infrastructure

development. Key figures in these talks included

Russia’s macroeconomics minister Sergei Glazyev and

economic development minister Maksim Reshetnikov.

Discussions also covered direct flights, importing

cancer drugs, and potential drug production in

Myanmar. While no official agreements were signed,

the trip underscores the deepening economic

relationship between the two countries. Notably, plans
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for direct kyat-ruble payments and Russia’s interest in

building nuclear power plants and investing in

Myanmar’s deep-sea port project were also discussed.

[The Irrawaddy]

Nepal to seek action on Chinese pledges

at bilateral meeting

(lm) After an 18-year hiatus, Nepal and China will hold

boundary talks in Beijing this week. This meeting will

precede the Nepal-China foreign secretary-level talks

scheduled for June 25. The Nepali delegation, led by

Prakash Joshi, Director General of the Department of

Survey, will include representatives from various

ministries and the Nepali Embassy in Beijing. The

Chinese team will be led by a representative from the

Department of Border and Ocean Affairs of the

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The last Joint Expert Group meeting was held in 2006 in

Kathmandu. These talks, mandated to inspect the

Nepal-China border and resolve disputes, aim to

finalize the fourth boundary protocol. Major issues

include the status of the boundary, joint inspection

commencement, and disputes in areas like Dolakha’s

pillar 57, Humla, Gorkha, and Kimathanka in

Sankhuwasabha.

The discussions will also address the Border

Management System, initiated during Chinese

President Xi Jinping's 2019 visit. Nepal has yet to ratify

this system, which envisions forming a joint

commission and a committee of boundary

representatives. The meeting will tackle unresolved

issues such as inspection timing and methods.

Despite the 2020 resolution of the height of Mt.

Everest, disputes remain, necessitating a fresh joint

inspection due to significant ground changes since

2006. Past efforts to finalize boundary works, including

digital mapping and pillar maintenance, were halted.

Reports of boundary encroachments and the need for

more budgetary allocation for border protection

highlight the ongoing challenges.

Nepal and China have maintained periodic dialogue on

boundary matters, with the latest virtual meeting in

July 2022 aiming to reactivate existing mechanisms.

The upcoming talks reflect continued efforts to

address and resolve bilateral boundary issues through

structured, joint mechanisms. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

[The Kathmandu Post 2]
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United Kingdom offers Nepal special

trading preferences

(lm) The British government has assured Nepal of

continued trade facilitation through its Developing

Countries Trading Schemes as Kathmandu prepares to

graduate from a Least Developed Country (LDC) by

2026.

On June 12, British Ambassador Rob Fenn informed

Damodar Bhandari, Nepal's Minister for Industry,

Commerce, and Supplies, that Kathmandu would

benefit from the Developing Countries Trading Scheme

instead of the Generalised System of Preference (GSP)

provided to LDCs. This scheme, introduced by the UK

in June last year, aims to promote sustainable growth

in developing countries by offering more generous

trade preferences. The scheme applies to 65 countries

and has three tiers of preferences, with the most

generous treatment given to LDCs.

During the meeting, Minister Bhandari also requested

increased technical assistance for industry and export

growth. Discussions also covered intellectual property

rights, bilateral trade, and investment. Ambassador

Fenn expressed the UK's willingness to support Nepal's

development and promote its exports. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Secret meeting between North Korea and

Japan in Mongolia held in May

(ac) On June 13, JoongAng Ilbo, an affiliate of the Korea

JoongAng News reported that North Korea and Japan

held a clandestine meeting in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in

May.

Japan sent a politician to attend the meetings, while

North Korea dispatched representatives from the

Reconnaissance General Bureau – an intelligence

agency that manages the state's clandestine

operations – and the foreign currency sectors.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

admitted the meeting but refrained from making

additional comments. Japan reaffirmed that there is no

change to Kishida’s commitment to hold a summit with

North Korea.

The meeting is believed to have focused on the issue of

the abduction of Japanese citizens by the North Korean

regime. Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has

made the abduction issues a priority in relations
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between Japan and North Korea and voiced his interest

in high-level talks and a summit with North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un.

Analysts suggest that the meeting in Mongolia reflects

efforts on Pyongyang’s side to explore alternative

approaches to address its domestic and international

challenges. This includes engaging with Japan more

independently of China's influence. [Korea JoongAng

News]

North Korean public security delegations

visit Russia for security dialogue

(ac) On June 10, a North Korean public security

delegation led by Ri Song Chol, the vice-minister of

public safety, met with the Russian Minister of Internal

Affairs Vladimir Kolokoltsev in Moscow to discuss

security concerns.

North Korea officials claimed that the meeting with

their Russian’s counterparts reaffirmed cooperation in

the field of law enforcement to enhance the socio-

political stability and address new challenges in both

countries.

Observers suggest that the security dialogue could

cover arrangements for Putin’s visit to Pyongyang and

to strengthen cooperations in money and weaponry

transfer. [NK News]

Russian President Putin visits North Korea

(ac) Russian President Vladimir Putin has arrived on

June 18 in North Korea for a two-day state visit. This

marks his first trip to North Korea since July 2000,

when he met with previous North Korean leader Kim

Jong-il.

Putin is cited in North Korea state media as expressing

appreciation for North Korea’s for support for Russia’s

“special military operation” and its willingness “to

resolutely oppose the ambition of the ‘Western group’

to hinder the establishment of a multi-polarized world

order based on mutual respect for justice and

sovereignty and consideration of mutual interests.”

[KCNA]

Observers suggest that this visit underscores North

Korea’s growing strategic importance for Moscow,

particularly in light of North Korea’s weapons trade
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with Russia to support the war in Ukraine. [Yonhap

News]  [The News York Times]

Pakistan’s Interior Minister reaffirms

priority of Chinese workers' security

(ss) Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi

emphasized the government's commitment to

protecting Chinese nationals working on construction

and development projects in Pakistan during a

meeting with Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong at the

Chinese Embassy in Islamabad. Naqvi detailed the

security plan for Chinese engineers and staff involved

in CPEC and other projects, announcing the creation of

a separate force, the Special Protection Unit, in

Islamabad for the protection of foreign nationals.

[Radio Pakistan]

This meeting follows a recent visit to Beijing by

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. During the

visit, 23 agreements and MoUs were signed in various

sectors, including agriculture, infrastructure, and

industrial cooperation. However, observers noted that

Sharif’s visit, which aimed to secure significant energy

and infrastructure deals, ended with only modest

gains. This outcome highlights Beijing's cautious stance

towards further investment in Pakistan, partly due to

growing concerns over the security of Chinese

nationals following recent attacks on Chinese workers

in Pakistan. [AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2]

Pakistan seeks United States support for

‘favorable’ international financing to fix

power sector woes

(lm) Pakistan's Energy Minister Sardar Awais Leghari

has requested United States assistance in securing

international financing at more favorable rates to

address issues in Pakistan’s struggling power sector.

This request was made during a meeting with a US

delegation led by Assistant Treasury Secretary Brent

Neiman.

Leghari highlighted the need for US technical

assistance to address the gap between seasonal

production and demand and discussed plans to

increase private sector participation in electricity

distribution and transmission. He also mentioned a

new "fan replacement program" aimed at increasing

energy savings.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dyt/


The meeting took place as Pakistan is currently

negotiating a bailout loan with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF), which requires significant

reforms in the power sector to prevent further

accumulation of circular debt, improve electricity

transmission and distribution, and ensure cost

recovery through appropriate tariffs. The IMF's January

report noted that Pakistan missed its target for power

sector arrears due to lower-than-expected recoveries

and tariffs. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Turkiye pledge continued

cooperation on shared challenges and

core interests

(ss) Pakistan and Turkiye have agreed to continue

collaborating to address common challenges and

support each other's core national interests. This

agreement was reached during a telephone

conversation between Prime Minister Muhammad

Shehbaz Sharif and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of

Turkey June 16.

Both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to further

enhancing bilateral cooperation in various sectors,

such as trade, investment, defense, and tourism. They

also discussed ways to promote peace, stability, and

prosperity in the region and beyond.

Prime Minister Sharif reiterated his invitation to

President Erdogan to undertake an official visit to

Pakistan at his earliest convenience to convene the 7th

session of the High-Level Strategic Consultative

Council. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Tajikistan’s

President reaffirm strong bilateral ties

during Eid ul Adha greetings

(ss) Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif had a

telephone conversation with President Emomali

Rahmon of Tajikistan on June 16 to exchange Eid ul

Adha greetings. The two leaders expressed satisfaction

with the positive direction of their bilateral relations

and reaffirmed their commitment to enhancing ties in

trade, energy, and connectivity. They also discussed

the upcoming Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(SCO) Summit in Astana, reiterating their commitment

to fostering mutually beneficial regional integration

and cooperation. Additionally, they exchanged views

on international developments and agreed to continue
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working together to promote peace and stability in the

Muslim world and the region. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan, Kuwait confirm their dedication

to collaborate closely

(ss) Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif

extended a warm Eid-ul-Adha greetings to Sheikh

Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Prime

Minister of Kuwait, during a friendly phone

conversation on June 17. Prime Minister Sharif

delivered his best wishes for peace, prosperity, and

happiness to the people of Kuwait and Muslims

worldwide. The discussion highlighted the enduring

friendly ties between Pakistan and Kuwait, considered

by mutual respect, shared values, and common

religious heritage. In response, the Kuwaiti Prime

Minister exchanged the warm sentiments and

appreciated the longstanding friendship and

cooperation between the two nations.

The leaders discussed enhancing bilateral cooperation

in areas such as trade, investment, energy, and the

export of skilled labor. They also exchanged views on

regional and global issues of mutual interest,

reaffirming their commitment to working together

towards shared goals. Prime Minister Sharif expressed

gratitude to Kuwait for hosting a significant Pakistani

diaspora, acknowledging their contributions to the

economic development of both countries. This

conversation marked the first interaction between the

two Prime Ministers since Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah assumed office in April this year.

[Radio Pakistan]

Japan approves USD 5.5 million grant for

birth registration in Philippines’

Bangsamoro region

(tl) The Japanese government has approved a USD 5.5

million grant to enhance birth registration access for

marginalized populations, including the Sama Bajau, in

the Philippines’ Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). This initiative, in

collaboration with the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the

Philippine Department of Finance (DOF), aims to cover

30,000 direct beneficiaries and 100,000 indirect

beneficiaries from 2024 to 2027, with an additional

800,000 beneficiaries over the next decade.
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The project focuses on unregistered children,

displaced individuals due to armed conflict, and

decommissioned combatants and their families. It

includes capacity building and digitalization of local

civil registrars in 50 municipalities across Maguindanao

del Sur, Maguindanao del Norte, Lanao del Sur,

Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi. [UNHRC - The UN

Refugee Agency]  [Philippine News Agency]

Japan, Philippines share best practices in

legislation in Tokyo meeting

(lm) Senior officials from the House of Representatives

of the Philippines and Japan engaged in an exchange of

best practices in legislation during a meeting on June

17 in Tokyo. The discussions focused on key areas such

as the digital transformation of legislative processes,

effective public consultation mechanisms, and

strategies for enhancing legislative oversight.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines ‘monitoring’ Vietnam’s South

China Sea island building

(lm) The Philippine Navy is closely monitoring

Vietnam's island-building activities in the South China

Sea, particularly in the area known as the West

Philippine Sea within Manila's exclusive economic

zone. This observation follows a report by the Asia

Maritime Transparency Initiative (AMTI) stating that

Vietnam has reclaimed 955 hectares of land in six

months, a significant increase compared to previous

years.

Despite the extensive land reclamation, the Philippines

has not condemned Vietnam's actions, emphasizing

their "friendly relations" and contrasting Vietnam's

behavior with China's more aggressive actions in the

region. Philippine officials noted that Vietnam's

reclamation activities focus on features it occupied

before the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties

in the South China Sea.

The Philippine government had previously issued a

diplomatic protest against Vietnam's activities due to

environmental concerns but maintained that these

actions have not strained overall relations. Both

countries continue to engage in dialogue to manage

overlapping claims in the South China Sea,

emphasizing cooperation and shared interests.
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The Philippines and Vietnam established a strategic

partnership in 2015 and have been working together

to address maritime challenges posed by China.

However, recent Vietnamese activities could potentially

create friction between the two nations. A pro-China

article in the Manila Times suggested Vietnam could

become a significant threat to the Philippines if China

vacates its artificial islands in the South China Sea,

leading to protests against Vietnam in Manila. [Radio

Free Asia]

Former Singaporean diplomat to be

indicted in Japan over naked photo

incident

(lb) Police in the Japanese capital Tokyo referred a

former official from the Singaporean Embassy to

prosecutors on June 13 for allegedly photographing a

naked boy at a public bathhouse in February. The 55-

year-old diplomat admitted to taking 20 to 30

photographs of the boy and is expected to be indicted

on charges of voyeurism and trespassing.

The diplomat completed his assignment at the

embassy on April 12 and returned to Singapore.

Following a request from the Tokyo Metropolitan

Police Department, he returned to Japan on June 9 for

questioning, expressing remorse and returning

voluntarily. [Asahi]

South Korea sees low possibility of

advanced weapon transfer from Russia to

North Korea

(ac) On June 17, South Korea's Minister of Defense,

Shin Won-Sik, stated in a Bloomberg interview that the

prospect of Russia transferring advanced military

technology to North Korea remains minimal,

emphasizing that such a move would only be

considered as a last resort by Russia. He underscored

that Russia's influence over North Korea would

diminish if such a transfer were to occur.

Shin also noted that Russia seems to have provided

engine technologies for North Korea's recent satellite

launch attempts.

Against the backdrop of increasing military

cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow, South

Korea is planning to sign a framework document to

strengthen South Korea-US-Japan security cooperation.
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This was agreed on during talks Shin held with U.S. and

Japanese counterparts during the Shangri-La Dialogue

security forum where they also discussed a trilateral

multidomain exercise this summer. [Yonhap News]

[Bloomberg]

Sri Lanka’s cabinet greenlights free trade

talks with Malaysia

(hgh) Sri Lanka's cabinet has approved the

commencement of negotiations for a free trade

agreement (FTA) with Malaysia. The country aims to

establish FTAs with other ASEAN member states after

completing debt restructuring, seeking to expand its

trade relationships beyond traditional partners like the

United States, the European Union and the United

Kingdom to include deeper integration with South and

Southeast Asia.

Malaysia is currently Sri Lanka’s 34th largest export

destination and a key member of ASEAN and the

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. In

2023, Sri Lanka exported goods worth USD 58.34

million to Malaysia, while imports from Malaysia

amounted to USD 736.39 million. Sri Lanka's exports to

Malaysia include petroleum oils, various garments,

rubber gloves, tea, and textile mittens. [Ada derana]

[Colombo Gazette]

Taiwan’s rejects China’s controversial

coast guard order

(jp) On June 15, China enacted Coast Guard Order No.

3, which introduces the Provisions on Administrative

Law Enforcement Procedures of Coast Guard Agencies.

These provisions will authorize the China Coast Guard

to detain foreign ships and individuals suspected of

trespassing into Beijing-claimed waters for 30 to 60

days without trial. The order has heightened

international concerns about the geographical scope of

China’s maritime claims and safety of international

commercial and fishing vessels. [Nikkei Asia] [Taipei

Times]

Taiwan’s foreign ministry expressed strong

condemnation of China's actions, criticizing Beijing for

disregarding international law and the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It

asserted that China's unilateral implementation of

these measures undermines regional peace and

stability and reaffirmed its commitment to ensuring
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the safe passage of foreign vessels and personnel

through its jurisdictional waters.

 Furthermore, Taiwan plans to collaborate closely with

regional allies and like-minded nations to address the

potential consequences of China's new Coast Guard

Order and to uphold regional stability and the rules-

based international order. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Republic of China]

Taiwan to receive long-delayed U.S. anti-

tank missiles by year's end

(jp) Taiwan's military is set to take delivery of 1,700

TOW 2B anti-tank missiles and 100 launchers from the

United States by the end of this year, ending a two-

year delay, according to Defense Minister Wellington

Koo.

Initially, Taiwan's government allocated USD 364

million for the purchase of these missiles and

launchers over the 2018-2025 fiscal years. The original

delivery schedule was set to begin in 2022, but the

weaponry had not yet arrived due to the missiles

failing to pass required U.S. Army tests. Koo assured

that all necessary tests have now been passed,

ensuring the delivery within this year. [Focus Taiwan]

[Taiwan News]

The TOW 2B anti-tank missile possesses a "top attack"

capability, enabling it to target armored vehicles or

bunkers. It is also effective in anti-landing operations,

capable of destroying incoming landing craft. The U.S.

The Defense Security Cooperation Agency stated the

missile is a significant boost to Taiwan’s goal “to

develop an integrated ground defense capability,” [U.S.

Defense Security Cooperation Agency]

This delayed delivery is part of a broader pattern

affecting other major arms packages Taiwan has

purchased from the U.S. This includes 66 F-16V fighter

jets and AGM-154 air-to-ground missile systems. Koo

disclosed that two F-16V prototypes are expected to be

delivered for flight tests in the fourth quarter of this

year, with all 66 jets anticipated to be delivered by the

end of 2026. Details on the number of AGM-154

missiles and their delivery schedule were not provided.

[Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

China-Thailand train trip gets closer
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(lm) Thailand is nearing the launch of a new train

service that will connect Bangkok to the Chinese capital

Beijing.

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) announced that

trial runs between Bangkok and Vientiane, the capital

of Laos, are set for July 13 and 14. This new rail link will

enable travel from Bangkok to Beijing via Vientiane and

Kunming in southern China. The approximately 3,200-

kilometer journey will take nearly a full day, compared

to under five hours by plane.

Currently, there is a high-speed train between China

and Laos that has already facilitated faster transport of

Thai goods to China, reducing delivery times to 15

hours. Thailand aims to strengthen its economic and

tourism ties with China, its largest trading partner.

Thailand's exports to China amounted to nearly USD

32 billion in the first 11 months of last year, while

imports from China were valued at USD 65.3 billion.

The tourism sector is also expected to benefit, with

Chinese tourists allowed to stay in Thailand for up to

60 days and Thai tourists in China for up to 30 days.

Additionally, a separate high-speed rail project linking

Thailand to China through Laos is scheduled for

completion by 2028, further boosting connectivity and

economic growth. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand’s PPRP seeks Constitutional

Court ruling on 2001 MoU with Cambodia

(lm) Thailand’s Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), a junior

partner in the current multi-party coalition

government, has requested the Constitutional Court to

determine if the 2001 Thai-Cambodian memorandum

of understanding (MoU) on joint development in the

Gulf of Thailand violates the Thai constitution. The

party argues that the MoU lacks legal effect as it was

not approved by the Thai parliament before signing.

[Bangkok Post]

The 2001 MoU between Thailand and Cambodia

addresses the management and exploitation of

resources, particularly natural resources such as oil

and gas, in a 26,000 square kilometer area of

overlapping territorial claims in the Gulf of Thailand.

In April, Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) deputy leader

Paiboon Nititawan requested the Ombudsman to

petition the Constitutional Court to determine whether

the MoU violates the constitution, citing its lack of

parliamentary approval before signing as a legal

oversight. Paiboon said that despite previously
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acknowledging that the MoU had not won

parliamentary approval, the two parties continue using

the MoU as a reference to what has been agreed by

both nations regarding the disputed territorial waters

in the Gulf of Thailand, which, according to Paiboon,

Bangkok has sovereignty over. [AiR No. 16, April/2024,

3]

Meanwhile, Thailand’s Foreign Affairs Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa clarified that the MoU is not a treaty

and imposes no obligations on Thailand, maintaining

that Thailand's sovereignty is uncompromised.

[Bangkok Post]

Work on new Malaysia-Thai bridge could

start next April

(lm) Construction of a new bridge linking Southeast

Asian neighbors Thailand and Malaysia in Thailand's

Narathiwat province could begin in April next year,

contingent on the completion of the environmental

impact assessment (EIA), according to Narathiwat

governor Trakul Thotham. The EIA is expected to be

completed by September. The bridge, first approved in

2009, aims to ease traffic on the existing bridge by

offering a road surface twice as large. The project,

which will cost THB 160 million (USD 4.32 million), will

be funded equally by both countries. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand urged not to extradite

Vietnamese activist

(msz) Human rights groups have urged Thailand not to

extradite Y Quynh Bdap, a Vietnamese activist

detained in Bangkok who holds United Nations refugee

status. Bdap was arrested by local police shortly after

meeting with Canadian Embassy officials to seek

asylum.

The co-founder of the Montagnards Stand for Justice

group, Bdap was convicted in absentia in Vietnam in

January for allegedly organizing anti-government riots.

Vietnamese authorities have been seeking Bdap's

extradition, which led him to go into hiding six months

ago.

Thai immigration authorities are currently holding

Bdap in a Bangkok prison, awaiting an extradition

hearing expected to take about a week. Human Rights

Watch and other organizations argue that extraditing

Bdap would violate international obligations, as he
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faces a significant risk of persecution in Vietnam. The

UNHCR has emphasized the responsibility of states to

protect individuals at risk on their territory. [Human

Rights Watch] [The Nation Thailand]

Vietnam has faced criticism for its treatment of the

Montagnard minority, an indigenous group of people

who live in the Central Highlands of Vietnam and

neighboring areas in Cambodia, with many seeking

asylum due to intimidation and arbitrary arrests.

Thai authorities seize fake powdered milk

smuggled from Vietnam

(wt) Consumer protection police in Thailand have

seized THB 18 million (approximate USD 0.5 million)

worth of counterfeit powdered milk products

smuggled from Vietnam. The raid took place at a

warehouse in Samut Prakan province, leading to the

arrest of six migrant workers from Laos and Myanmar.

The crackdown followed investigations prompted by

online advertisements making exaggerated claims

about the products, falsely stating they were certified

by the FDA in the United States and were top sellers in

New Zealand. The Vietnamese nationals behind the

operation rented storage buildings in Thailand and

sold the products online, convincing buyers through

follow-up calls. [BangkokPost]

US Senate Foreign Relations Committee

urges Thailand to uphold democratic

values

(msz/bk) The United States Senate Foreign Relations

Committee Chairman, Ben Cardin, has expressed

concerns about the potential dissolution of Thailand's

main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP). In a post

on "X" (formerly Twitter), Cardin urged Thai authorities

to ensure fair treatment for the MFP and respect the

will of the voters who supported its candidates. He

emphasized the importance of actions against the MFP

being based on due process and the rule of law,

stressing the need for Thailand to uphold democratic

values.

The ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR)

have also called on the international community to

prevent the use of judicial measures to dissolve the

MFP. They argue that democracy in Thailand is

regressing, not only due to past military coups but also
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through legal interpretations targeting opposition

politicians. APHR warned that banning the MFP, similar

to the dissolution of the Future Forward Party in 2019,

could disenfranchise millions and potentially lead to

unrest. [Thai PBS World] [ASEAN Parliamentarians for

Human Rights]

The Constitutional Court of Thailand is set to deliberate

on June 18 regarding the Election Commission's call to

dissolve the MFP and bar its executive committee

members from politics for ten years. The case is based

on allegations that the MFP's campaign pledge to

amend the royal defamation was an attempt to

overthrow the constitutional monarchy. [see article in

this edition]

Sweden pitches fighter jets for Thailand

(lm) Against the larger backdrop of a looming decision

by the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) between Sweden's

Gripen E/F fighter jets and the United States' F-16 Block

70/72 to replace its ageing F-16 fleet, during a recent

press tour in Stockholm, Thai reporters were shown

the manufacturing process and a Gripen E flight

simulator, showcasing the jet's modern capabilities.

The RTAF's decision is expected to be influenced by the

proposals from both Sweden's SAAB and the US's

Lockheed Martin, with particular consideration given to

each country's offset policies and additional benefits,

such as military training grants and maintenance

support. The final decision will be made at an RTAF

symposium scheduled for next month, where the

future development plans will be presented.

The RTAF has expressed a preference for the Gripen

E/F over the F-16, considering it for their THB 19-billion

(USD 513 million) procurement plan to acquire four

new fighter jets initially, with a broader strategy to

replace approximately 40 F-16s by 2028. High-level

discussions have taken place between RTAF officials,

including Commander ACM Phanphakdee

Phatthanakul, and SAAB representatives. Additionally,

Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, chair of the House Committee

on the Armed Forces, visited Sweden to discuss the

proposal.

SAAB's offer includes advanced features such as

networked sensor fusion and three cutting-edge

radars: Raven ES-05-AESA, Skyward G-IRST, and Mode

5-IFF. The Gripen E/F is compatible with both the Link-

16 data link system and Thailand's own Link-TH

system. SAAB also suggested that Thailand develop its

own national datalinks to enhance security and
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prevent data leaks. In January, SAAB executives,

including CEO Marcus Wallenberg, met with Thai Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin at the World Economic Forum

to discuss the investment plan. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand to send 1,200 workers to Israel

under new quota despite conflict

(wt) Thailand’s Department of Employment will send

1,200 Thai workers to Israel in the second half of the

year after it was given the allocation to send 5,000

agricultural workers to the Middle Eastern country.

Amid the conflict in the region, Department director-

general Somchai Morakotsriwan said government

would assure that Thai workers will only be sent to

areas deemed safe by the Israeli Front Command.

Military officers will be invited to provide insight into

emergency procedures before their departure to

ensure their safety. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam lodges formal protest against

operations of new Chinese survey vessel

in Gulf of Tonkin

(wn) Vietnam has lodged a formal protest against the

operations of a new Chinese survey vessel, Hai Yang

Dizhi 26, in the Gulf of Tonkin, claiming the vessel is

conducting "illegal" activities within Vietnam's exclusive

economic zone (EEZ). Hanoi expressed strong

opposition and demanded an end to these activities,

which have been a source of tension due to

overlapping maritime claims between the two

countries.

The Hai Yang Dizhi 26, recently delivered to the China

Geological Survey, is designed for geological research,

including geophysical surveys and reef studies, and is

suspected of supporting China's island-building efforts

in the South China Sea. In addition to these recent

activities, Vietnam has faced similar issues in the past,

with Chinese vessels conducting various operations

within its EEZ, which has been a persistent source of

friction between the two nations. [The Maritime

Executive]

Crucially, this incident follows a recent unilateral

declaration by China of a new baseline for its internal

waters along the Gulf of Tonkin, which extends China's

territorial claim up to 50 nautical miles seaward,

including the Hainan Strait, further complicating the

maritime relationship between the two nations.
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Against this backdrop, Vietnamese President To Lam

emphasized the importance of managing maritime

disputes with Beijing and respecting each country's

interests during a meeting with Chinese Ambassador

Xiong Bo. Lam stressed the need for both nations to

seek satisfactory solutions in accordance with

international law and reiterated that developing

friendship and cooperation with Beijing is a strategic

choice and priority for Hanoi.

As next year marks the 75th anniversary of diplomatic

ties between China and Vietnam, Lam also urged the

two sides to elevate relations. He also highlighted the

necessity of boosting railway connectivity between

Vietnam and China and requested that China further

open its market for Vietnamese farm products.

The two countries have signed multiple cooperation

agreements, including on railways, during Chinese

President Xi Jinping's visit to Hanoi in December. In

April, Chinese President Xi advised Hanoi to use

"political wisdom" to manage its ties with Beijing

during talks with Vuong Dinh Hue, chairman of the

National Assembly of Vietnam. [South China Morning

Post] [Malay Mail] [Reuters]

In related, developments, Vietnam’s Deputy Minister of

Foreign Affairs Nguyễn Minh Vũ met with Vice

Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the

National People’s Congress of China Fu Ziying in Hanoi.

[Vietnam News] [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam's National Assemly Chairman

meets Indonesian Deputy Speaker

(wn) Vietnam's National Assembly Chairman Tran

Thanh Man met with the Deputy Speaker of the

Indonesian Regional Representative Council,

H.Mahyudin, in Hanoi on June 12. Man emphasized

Vietnam's commitment to elevating the strategic

partnership with Indonesia and proposed enhancing

economic collaboration, aiming to boost bilateral trade

to USD 18 billion by 2028. He also stressed the

importance of implementing the Memorandum of

Understanding on fishery cooperation to promote

sustainable practices.

Deputy Speaker Mahyudin expressed his hopes for a

stronger bilateral relationship, particularly between the

legislative bodies of both countries. Mahyudin also

agreed with the goal of increasing bilateral trade and

emphasized the need to enhance competitiveness in

digital economy and renewable energy, providing legal
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support for business development. [Vietnam News]

[Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam’s president in meeting with

United States envoy calls for stronger

defence, economic ties

(wn) Vietnam's newly elected President To Lam

emphasized the importance of strengthening defense

and economic ties with the United States during a

meeting with US Ambassador Marc Knapper.

Vietnam’s exports to the U.S. in the first five months of

this year increased by 22 percent from the previous

year, reaching USD 44.4 billion, which accounted for 28

percent of its total exports during that period,

according to the government's customs data. [Reuters]

[The Star]

Vietnam, Germany looking to strengthen

cooperation on energy transition

(wn) Vietnam and Germany are looking to strengthen

cooperation on energy transition, as discussed during

a meeting between Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh and outgoing German Ambassador to

Vietnam Guido Hildner on June 12.

Ambassador Hildner praised the strengthening of

bilateral relations and the potential for further

cooperation, particularly in labor, energy transition,

and multilateral forums. He highlighted the successful

integration of the Vietnamese community in Germany

and expressed Germany's interest in recruiting more

skilled Vietnamese workers and attracting students.

The ambassador also expressed Berlin’s readiness to

support Vietnam through the Just Energy Transition

Partnership (JETP) by sharing experiences, providing

concessional loans, transferring technology, and

training human resources.

In response, Prime Minister Chinh emphasized the

need for continued cooperation in implementing the

JETP and improving Vietnam's institutional framework

to create a favorable environment for investors. He

also acknowledged Germany's support in areas such as

education, training, and labor, and proposed

maintaining high-level exchanges and effective use of

trade agreements like the EU-Vietnam Free Trade

Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU-Vietnam Investment
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Protection Agreement (EVIPA). [Vietnam News] [Hanoi

Times]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

19 June 2024 @ 3:00- 4:00 p.m. (GMT+2) European

Council on Foreign Relations, Germany

After October 7 and after Raisi: Where next for

Iranian foreign policy and the Western response?

Join the event for a discussion assessing Iranian

foreign policy following Hamas’s attacks of 7 October,

Israel’s war on Gaza, and the death of Iranian President

Ebrahim Raisi.

For more information, visit [ECFR].

19 June 2024 @ 1:30 -2:15 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium

Europe's economic security: vulnerabilities and

solutions

This event will introduce the 2024 Paris report, a

collaboration of CEPR and Bruegel, that takes a deep

dive into Europe’s economic security challenge in the

face of supply chain vulnerabilities and geopolitical

shocks. Five papers examine where Europe is

vulnerable and where and how it should de-risk,

examining history, trade policy, import dependencies,

and the economic impact of decoupling from China.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].
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19 June 2024 @ 6:00 -7:00 p.m. (GMT+3), Hellenic

Foundation For European & Foreign Policy, Greece

Greece and the European Union

DiaNEOsis and ELIAMEP organize this online public

discussion in Greek, entitled: “Greece and the

European Union”. The event marks the publication of

a report by the same name by the two organizations,

as well as the results of the large-scale poll conducted

by diNΕOsis entitled “What Greeks Believe 2024”.

For more information, visit [ELIAMEP].

19 June 2024 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT+1), The Royal

United Services Institute for Defence and Security

Studies, UK

Charting Authoritarian Abuses of the FATF

Standards

Two new reports look at the transnational patterns of

‘authoritarian abuse’ of the FATF standards on anti-

money laundering and countering terrorist financing.

Join the virtual launch event, where Stephen Reimer,

Associate Fellow at RUSI’s Centre for Finance and

Security, will present the findings from his two recently

published RUSI reports on authoritarian abuses of the

FATF standards.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

20 June 2024 @ 2:00 p.m. (GMT+2), European Centre

for International Political Economy, Belgium

Waiting for Draghi – Defining Europe’s productivity

problem

Join the event for an expert discussion to address the

following questions: What is Europe’s productivity

problem? How does Europe’s productivity compare

with other major economies? What is driving Europe’s

poor productivity growth? What are the right policies to

boost Europe’s productivity? How can productivity

growth support higher levels of competitiveness in the

EU? Is there a trade-off between productivity and

national security?

For more information, visit [ECIPE].
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20 June 2024 @ 7:00 -8:30 p.m. (GMT+3), Hellenic

Foundation For European & Foreign Policy, Greece

The European elections are over: what now? The

EU’s next political cycle begins

During this event, Efi Achtsioglou, New Left MP,

Kostas Zachariadis, Head of “Open City” and a

member of the Political Secretariat of SYRIZA-

Progressive Alliance, Thanasis Kontogeorgis, Deputy

Minister to the Prime Minister, Dimitris Mantzos,

Parliamentary Representative for PASOK-Movement

for Change, Anni Podimata, Former MEP, Loukas

Tsoukalis, President of ELIAMEP will set out to assess

the election results across Europe.

For more information, visit [ELIAMEP].

20 June 2024 @ 9:15 -10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Strengthening National Security Through Effective

Foreign Direct Investment Screening

The FDI Screening Primer aims to raise awareness of

key elements of an effective investment screening

regime, particularly in strategic sectors of national

security importance. The Primer provides neutral, high-

quality, and useful information and good practices for

FDI screening, ultimately for the benefit of maximizing

FDI benefits while minimizing risks. The Primer offers

FDI stakeholders a useful toolbox for deepening

understanding of FDI screening and implementation

practices. The launch event will feature speakers from

EXBS, an overview of the key elements of the Primer by

its author, Dr. Andrea Viski, and a discussion and Q&A

session.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

20 June 2024 @ 2:00- 3:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish

Institute for International Studies, Denmark

Release of Danish Foreign Policy Review 2024

Join this event for the release of the Danish Foreign

Policy Review 2024 and a reflection on the new

geopolitical realities and the changing threats. The

Review covers key topics relevant to Danish foreign,

security, and development policy. The launch is an

occasion to reflect on the geopolitical realities and

changing threats as they are currently unfolding. We

have therefore invited three notable speakers to give
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some food for thought before we celebrate the

publication with a glass of bubbles.

For more information, visit [DIIS].

20 June 2024 @ 2:30 p.m. (GMT+2),  Istituto Affari

Internazionali, Italy

Italy in the Mediterranean Amid Transitions on

Foreign Policy, Energy, and Security

The webinar seeks to address the key political and

energy developments in the Mediterranean and Africa

in light of multiple transformations and opportunities

for the European Union and Italy.

For more information, visit [IAI].

20 June 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy: A

Conversation with HPSCI Chairman Mike Turner

The event will feature a discussion on the role of

nuclear weapons in U.S. foreign policy and strategy,

including the strategic landscape, threat, and

technology trends, nuclear modernization, extended

deterrence, arms control, and how the Intelligence

Community is postured to address these challenges. 

For more information, visit [CSIS].

20 June 2024 @ 5:30-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

A Worm's-Eye View of China

A worm's-eye view is the opposite of a bird's-eye view.

Perspective is distorted and differences are

emphasised because of the viewer's relatively small

size and powerlessness. Join us as Professor Jocelyn

Chey draws on several decades of personal

involvement with China to discuss some facts and

fables concerning this emerging superpower and its

place in the world.

For more information, visit [AIIA].
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20 June 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

World Refugee Day: Celebrating Refugee Talents

and Host Country Leadership

World Refugee Day honors refugees around the globe

and shines a light on their rights, needs, and dreams.

The United Nations has designated June 20 to focus

global attention on the plight of those fleeing conflict

or persecution and to create opportunities to support

them. In observance of this day, the Refugee and

Forced Displacement Initiative (RAFDI) will host an

event, “Celebrating Refugee Talents and Host Country

Leadership,” to celebrate the many talents that

refugees have and to enhance public awareness about

their positive contributions to improve lives, engage in

constructive dialogue, and find innovative ways for

sustainable solutions.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

20 June 2024 @ 10:00- 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Institute for

Security Studies, South Africa

Is Africa making the most of MLA and extradition

to combat organized crime

New research shows how better cooperation between

governments could tighten the net around

transnational organized criminal markets and actors.

Mutual legal assistance and extradition are well-

established global measures to deal with transitional

organized crime. But how widely used and effective are

they in Africa? Joined the event to learn more.

For more information, visit [ISS].

21 June 2024 @ 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for a New American Security, USA

AUKUS: Taking Stock and Looking Forward

This public program will cap two days of private

discussions co-hosted by the Center for a New

American Security, the Australia Strategic Policy

Institute, and the Royal United Services Institute. It

marks the third annual Trilateral AUKUS dialogue,

where officials, academia, the think tank community,

and the private sector from all three nations will

discuss the progress of AUKUS Pillars I and II, the wider

strategic implications of AUKUS, regional reactions,

how to use Pillar II to unlock innovation and speed hi-
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tech development, addressing workforce and industrial

capacity issues, and what’s next for the legislative

agenda.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

21 June 2024 @ 9:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof Ishak

Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

The Funan Techo Canal: Redefining Connectivity,

Reshaping Politics

This webinar explores the multifaceted aspects of this

ambitious project, including Cambodia’s strategic,

economic, and political motivations, and the

Vietnamese concerns, especially regarding its potential

environmental impacts on the Mekong Delta. The

webinar also discusses how the countries concerned

can collaborate to ensure the project adheres to the

1995 Mekong Agreement, promoting transparency and

protecting the legitimate rights and interests of the

riparian states.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

21 June 2024 @ 12:00- 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), RAND, USA

Policy Lab: How to Reach Policy Decisionmakers

Policy analysts invest substantial time in mastering

their subject matter and learning the tools and

processes to craft evidence-based policy

recommendations. But all of this may count for little if

they fail to reach and persuade key decision-makers

who can turn recommendations into policy actions. In

this special RAND Policy Lab, two senior RAND

researchers, David Ochmanek and Rajeev Ramchand,

will discuss The importance of crafting an outreach and

dissemination strategy before conducting research,

How to build trust and develop relationships with

policy decision-makers, Effective strategies to ensure

that research findings and evidence resonate with

decisionmakers.

For more information, visit [RAND].

22 June 2024 @ 8:40 a.m. (GMT), Institute for

Economics & Peace, Italy

Annual District Congress of Rotary District 2042 in

Italy
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IEP Serge Stroobants, Director Europe and MENA will

present an online briefing on the Global State of Peace

for the participants in the annual district congress of

Rotary district 2042, Italy.

For more information, visit [IEP].

24 June 2024 @ 3:30 -4:30 p.m. (GMT-4),  The United

States Institute of Peace, USA

Good Trouble: A Conversation with USIP’s Inaugural

John Lewis Peace Fellows

Join USIP and the John and Lilian Miles Lewis

Foundation for a “Good Trouble” talk with USIP’s

inaugural class of six John Lewis Peace Fellows. This

discussion will center on what the fellows have learned

during their time at USIP, how the fellowship will shape

their community peacebuilding activities when they

return to their home countries, and how the legacy of

Rep. John Lewis will influence their approach to

peacebuilding.

For more information, visit [USIP].

24 June 2024 @ 10:00 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Middle East

Institute, USA

Israeli-Saudi Normalization: An Effective Incentive

for Israeli-Palestinian Peacemaking?

The Middle East Institute webinar will bring together

Israeli and Arab experts to discuss these and related

questions. Moreover, the panelists will seek to identify

conditions under which such an incentive structure can

be most effective by drawing lessons from previous

attempts to utilize third-party inducements in the

Middle East peace process.

For more information, visit [MEI].

24 June 2024 @ 1:00 p.m. (GMT), Institute for

Economics & Peace, Australia

Measuring peacefulness and its impact on global

policy, diplomacy, and sustainability

Is the world becoming more or less peaceful and how

so? What has been the impact of geopolitical decisions

and national policy over time and how have these

policies and decisions been impacted in return? Join
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the event as speakers explore this and other core

questions during this time of global uncertainty,

beginning with a 25-minute presentation of core

findings from the Global Peace Index. This will be

followed by Q&A and open discussion on the evolving

nature of peace, conflict, and the way countries

respond.

For more information, visit [IEP].

25 June 2024 @ 12:30 -2:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium

Europe’s Banking Union at 10: unfinished

yet transformative

At this event experts will look into the main obstacles

to completing the European Banking Union,

particularly in the areas of crisis management and

resolution how the current gaps in the banking union

framework affect the EU's growth potential and

financial stability, and what steps can be taken to

address these issues.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].

25 June 2024 @ 2:00 -3:30 p.m. (GMT-4),  The United

States Institute of Peace, USA

Korean War Legacies: Healing the Trauma of

Korean American Family Separation 

Join USIP for a conversation that explores alternative

pathways for facilitating reconciliation between

Washington and Pyongyang at a time of deadlocked

U.S.-North Korea relations. This event will highlight

current initiatives that aim to support Korean

American divided families, including the proposed

Divided Families National Registry Act, which would

establish a U.S. government registry for divided

families, and Letters to My Hometown, a storytelling

project to archive video messages from elderly Korean

Americans to their relatives in North Korea. 

For more information, visit [USIP].

25 June 2024 @ 9:30- 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

AI in the Field of Economic Development

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-dur/


Join the CSIS Project on Prosperity and Development as

the panel of experts discusses how economic

development agencies and organizations can harness

the potential of AI technology while ensuring robust

safeguards. The panel will explore the strategies and

principles necessary to navigate this transformative

landscape responsibly.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

25 June 2024 @ 4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

2024 Freedom and Prosperity Indexes launch

The Atlantic Council’s Freedom and Prosperity

Center will launch the 2024 Freedom and Prosperity

Indexes, offering an analysis of how global conflict,

democratic backsliding, and rising authoritarianism are

impacting the world. With today’s global challenges—

including renewed armed conflicts, democratic

backsliding, and rising authoritarianism—democratic

institutions, individual liberties, prosperity, and well-

being are under threat.  

For more information, visit [Atlantic].

Recent Book Releases

John Ganz, When the Clock Broke: Con Men,

Conspiracists, and How America Cracked Up in the

Early 1990s, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 432 pages,

published June 18, 2024. For a review, see [The New

York Times Review of Books].

Oleksandr Mykhed, The Language of War, Allen Lane,

304 pages, published June 13, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Raja Shehadeh, What Does Israel Fear From

Palestine?, Other Press, 128 pages, published June 11,

2024. For a review, see [The Guardian Review of

Books].

George Monbiot, Peter Hutchison, Invisible Doctrine:

The Secret History of Neoliberalism, Crown, 224

pages, published June 4, 2024.   For a review, see [The

Guardian Review of Books].

A. J. Jacobs, The Year of Living Constitutionally: One

Man's Humble Quest to Follow the Constitution's

Original Meaning, Crown, 304 pages, published May 7,
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2024.  For a review, see [The Guardian Review of

Books].

Steven K. Bailey, Target Hong Kong: A true story of US

Navy pilots at war, Osprey Publishing, 368 pages,

published February 6, 2024. For a review, see [The

Asian Review of Books].

Jules Gill-Peterson, A Short History of Trans

Misogyny, Verso, 192 pages, published January 30,

2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles Review of

Books].

Alan Wager, Cross-Party Politics in Britain, 1945-2019,

OUP Oxford, 364 pages, published January 21, 2024.

For a review, see [The LSE Review of Books].

Mukulika Banerjee, Cultivating Democracy: Politics

and Citizenship in Agrarian India, Oxford University

Press, 256 pages, published October 1, 2021. For a

review, see [The LSE Review of Books].

Calls

The The Luiss Centre for International and

Strategic Studies (CISS) invites paper proposals for its

international conference “Distributive Justice in

International Law,” to be held on October 3-4, 2024, in

Rome. The deadline for abstract submission is June 30,

2024. For more information, see [Luiss].

Singapore Management University (SMU) invites

paper proposals for its international workshop “Small

States and Arctic Sustainability,” to be held on

November 20, 2024, in Singapore. The deadline for

abstract submission is July 15, 2024. For more

information, see [SMU].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant on

Financial Accounts in Turkmenistan. Applications are

accepted until June 27, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant for the

Development of the SDG Investor Map. The position

is based in Republic of North Macedonia. Applications

are accepted until June 27, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Coordination

Associate to be based in East Jerusalem, State of

Palestine. Applications are accepted until June 28,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Analyst to be based in

Ha Noi, Viet Nam. Applications are accepted until June

28, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant on SDG

/Business and Human Rights to be based in

Kazakhstan. Applications are accepted until June 26,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultant in Countering

hate speech in electoral contexts to be based in

Bosnia and Herzegovina. Applications are accepted

until June 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Intern in Digital

Governance. The intern will be based in Suva, Fiji.

Applications are accepted until June 25, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Communications and Liaison

Analyst to be based in New York, United States.

Applications are accepted until June 28, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Programme Manager to be based in

Italy. Applications are accepted until June 27, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

an Administrative Assistant to be based in Sudan-

Port Sudan. Applications are accepted until June 27,

2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Learning Events Assistant. The Primary Location for

the position is France, Lyon. Applications are accepted

until July 5, 2024. More information is provided at

[WHO].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a

Programme Policy Officer (Gender) to be based in

Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until

June 29, 2024. More information is provided at [WFP].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a

Government Liaison Officer to be based in Port

Sudan. Applications are accepted until June 26, 2024.

More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Niger,

Niamey. Applications are accepted until June 26, 2024.

More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) is looking for a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Faizabad,

Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until June 29,

2024. More information is provided at [WFP].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

National Information Officer to be based in Ankara,

Turkey. Applications are accepted until July 13, 2024.

More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Programme Support Intern. The position is in person

and based in Luanda, Angola. Applications are

accepted until June 27, 2024. More information is

provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Programme Support Intern (International) to be

based in Lusaka, Zambia. Applications are accepted

until June 27, 2024. More information is provided at

[UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Programme Management Intern: Digital

Transformation of UN Peacekeeping. The position is

based in New York, USA. Applications are accepted

until June 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Finance and Budget Assistant to be based in New

York, USA. Applications are accepted until July 11,

2024. More information is provided at [UN

Secretariat].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a Senior Evaluation Specialist. This is a

Home-Based position. Applications are accepted until

July 5, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for an APHCA Policy & Liaison Specialist to

be based in Thailand-Bangkok. Applications are

accepted until June 26, 2024. More information is

provided at [FAO].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a Legal Consultant. Applications are

accepted until July 8, 2024. More information is

provided at [FAO].

The World Bank is looking for a Senior Operations

Officer to be based in Pohnpei, Micronesia.

Applications are accepted until June 27, 2024. More

information is provided at [World Bank].

The World Bank is looking for a Regional Director,

Digital (AFE/AFW/MNA)  to be based in Washington,

DC, USA. Applications are accepted until June 26, 2024.

More information is provided at [World Bank].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for an Employment Specialist to be based in

Spokane, WA, USA. Applications are accepted until

August 11, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Legal consultant to be based in Amman.

Applications are accepted until June 27, 2024. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is looking for

an Advocacy and Communication Manager to be

based in Iran, Tehran. Applications are accepted until

July 5, 2024. More information is provided at [NRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Finance Coordinator to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until June 26, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The University of Manchester is looking for a

Lecturer in Property Law/Legal Skills. Applications

are accepted until June 24, 2024. More information is

provided at [Manchester].

Bristol Law School UWE is looking for a

Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Law - Professional Law.

Applications are accepted until July 2, 2024. More

information is provided at [Bristol].

Bristol Law School UWE is looking for a Senior

Lecturer - Solicitors Training Course Programme

Leader. Applications are accepted until July 2, 2024.

More information is provided at [Bristol].

The Faculty of Law and Criminology of the Humanities

and Social Sciences Group of KU Leuven has a vacancy

for a full-time position as a research professor

(BOFZAP) in Public International Law. Applications

are accepted until September 3, 2024. More

information is provided at [KU Leuven].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eiikyky-l-hjh/


The Foothill-De Anza Community College is looking

for a Part-Time Political Science Instructor. More

information is provided at [Foothill-De Anza].

Faculty of Social Sciences - School of Politics &

International Studies (POLIS) at the University of

Leeds is looking for a Lecturer in Global Political

Economy. Applications are accepted until July 10,

2024. More information is provided at [Leeds].

The SOAS Economics Department is looking for a

Reader/Professor in Economics. Applications are

accepted until June 23, 2024. More information is

provided at [SOAS].

The Department of International Development, King’s

College London, is looking for a Lecturer in

International Development (Politics). Applications

are accepted until June 23, 2024. More information is

provided at [King College].

Goethe University Frankfurt has Three Professorship

positions for the Critical Reflection and/or

Governance of Computational Technologies.

Applications are accepted until July 4, 2024. More

information is provided at [Goethe University].

The University of Hertfordshire is looking for a

Lecturer in Politics and International Relations.

Applications are accepted until July 9, 2024. More

information is provided at [Hertfordshire].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de
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