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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, I extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Argentine, The Bahamas, Kiribati,

Sao Tome and Principe and South Sudan as well as the

National Day of France this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: New guidelines released to boost

research in natural resources

(jg) On July 3, the Ministry of Natural Resources

announced new policy guidelines to bolster

fundamental research in natural resources, aiming to

transform China into a science superpower by 2035.

This initiative is part of broader efforts to enhance the

country's scientific and technological capabilities, amid

competition with the US.

The ministry also outlined its plans to engage in major

international projects and collaborate with global

scientific communities. It also seeks to cooperate on

joint research project with scientists in Hong Kong,

Macau, and Taiwan. Key research areas will include



strategic resource mineralization, deep-earth and

deep-sea exploration, and environmental security in

polar regions.

The ministry also aims to develop intelligent surveying

tools and improve disaster detection systems.

Additionally, China plans to nurture scientific talent

and optimize incentives and appraisal systems to focus

on research and innovation. This strategic focus is

expected to drive disruptive technologies and secure

China's position as a leading science power. [South

China Morning Post]

China: Number of foreign visitors doubled

in first six months of the year under new

visa-free policy

(jg) China has recently been enforcing new visa-free

related policies that have seen the number of

foreigners entering the country more than double in

the first six months of 2024. Data from the National

Immigration Administration revealed that a total of

14.64 million foreigners visited the country in the first

half of the year, up 152.7 percent year on year. It

further shows that the number of visa-free entries

made by foreigners passed 8.5 million, accounting for

58 percent of inbound trips and representing a year-

on-year increase of 190 percent.

As the number of domestic tourists within China have

fallen due to its flagging economy, China has begun

implementing visa-related policies to draw in tourism

from abroad. Although the recent increase has been

significant, it still falls short of pre-Covid levels, when

15.53 million foreign travelers visited in the first half of

2019.

New visa-free rules extend to Australia and certain

European countries, including France. At the same

time, 23 countries, including Thailand (added in 2024),

have mutual visa exemptions, with Singaporeans and

Malaysians permitted to visit visa-free for up to 30 days

at a time. In November 2023, China implemented a

new visa-free transit policy, applicable for visitors from

54 countries, that allowed them stay for up to 144

hours in Beijing, Shanghai and 20 other cities if they

have a valid onward ticket to another country. There

are further exemptions for cruise ship passengers

stopping over. 

Other measures implemented to make traveling more

accessible and thus more attractive to foreigners,

including easing restrictions to allow visitors to use the

most common domestic payment apps with foreign
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bank accounts or cards. The People's Bank of China

has also increased the amount foreign passport

holders are allowed to spend on mobile payment apps,

raising the amount allowed in a single transaction from

USD 1,000 to USD 5,000 and the annual cumulative

limit from USD 10,000 to USD 50,000. Barriers on

booking accommodation have also been lifted as

businesses are encouraged not to turn away

international visitors. The rule that required hotels to

have a certificate allowing them to accept foreign

guests has also been lifted. [South China Morning Post]

China: Shandong province plans USD 14

billion lithium battery industry by 2025

(jg) The local government of Shandong province of

China has announced plans to develop a RMB 100

billion (USD 14 billion) lithium battery industry by 2025.

The announcement outlined the province’s plans for

building an industrial chain covering electrode

materials, electrolytes, battery cells and assembly. It

further aims to expand the category of consumer

batteries, improving quality and performance, and

strengthen related research and development fields. 

Jinan and Qingdao are being targeted as the two cities

which will develop companies engages in raw material

production and battery assembly. The provincial

government further plans to support cities including

Zaozhuang and Jining in lithium battery manufacturing

and energy storage projects. [Reuters]

China: BYD plans RMB 6.5 billion EV part

project, signs agreement to open new

plant in Turkey

(jg) On July 8, the Securities Times, backed by the state,

announced that the Chinese electric vehicle

manufacturer BYD has signed an agreement to build a

factory for core parts of new energy vehicles with total

investment of RMB 6.5 billion (USD 890 million). BYD

aims to improve the manufacturing capacity of their

Shenzhen-based factory. [Reuters]

On the same day, they also signed a USD 1 billion

agreement with Turkey to open a production facility in

Turkey, an attempt to bypass the new EU tariffs

introduced. The new plant in Turkey is set to have an

annual capacity of 150,000 vehicles and will provide

direct employment for 5,000 people. There will further
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be research and development centers included (see

article in this edition).

On July 4, the EU raised previous tariffs on individual

manufacturers from 17.4 percent to 37.6 percent,

which is on top of a 10 percent duty that has already

been put in place for all EVs imported from China (see

article in this edition). [BBC] [Business Times]

China: Securities regulator vows to clamp

down harder on capital market fraud

(jg) The China Securities Regulatory Commission

(CSRC), China's securities regulator, pledged on July 5

to intensify efforts against financial fraud, aiming for

stricter punishments to restore confidence in the

country's stock markets.

The CSRC, along with five other government agencies,

released guidelines to combat capital markets

cheating, addressing a persistent issue in the world's

second-largest stock market.

This announcement comes amid an investigation into

PricewaterhouseCoopers' role as auditor for China

Evergrande Group's main China unit, which was caught

cheating. The CSRC emphasized that financial fraud

disrupts market order and undermines investor

confidence, vowing to target major offenders and their

accomplices through coordinated efforts. The CSRC is

also working to revise laws for harsher penalties, such

as increasing fines for dishonest disclosures to up to

RMB 10 million (USD 1.4 million) and extending prison

terms for disclosure violations to up to ten years.

[Reuters]

China: Short films must now gain approval

to be screened overseas

(jg) China’s film regulator, the China Film

Administration (CFA), announced on July 4 that made-

in-China short films must first obtain permits before

they are screen overseas. The submission of

application for approval must be submitted at least 20

working days before the planned day of screening,

with the producers or other body that submitted the

film to overseas events responsible for applying for the

permit.

The application for approval must also detail a

summary of the film’s content and details of the

screening event, including name, date, and location. In
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this way, the CFA has subjected short films to the same

regulations as domestically made feature-length films,

under the Film Industry Promotion Law which was

introduced in 2017.

The government has said the law is aimed at

promoting the development of the domestic film

industry and regulating the film market. There are also

restrictions on the content of films, with legislation not

permitting any content that may damage China’s unity,

integrity, honor, or interests. Anyone involved in films

screened without a permit could face fines and may

even be banned from filmmaking for up to five years.

This new regulation regarding short films comes after a

COVID-19-related film was screened at the 2024

Cannes Film Festival, which triggered discussion and

criticism towards China’s handling of the pandemic,

especially the arrangement of lockdowns. The film, An

Unfinished Film directed by Lou Ye, has not been for

public screening within China and all its content online

has already been censored. [Channel News Asia]

[South China Morning Post]

China: Joshua Wong and fellow pro-

democracy activists request lighter

sentences in court

(jg) On July 5, six defendants appeared in a Hong Kong

court for sentence mitigation hearings, facing up to life

imprisonment for conspiracy to commit subversion

under the Hong Kong national security law enacted in

July 2020 (see AiR No. 26, June/2020, 5).

Pro-democracy activists Kinda Li, Sze Tak-loy, Tam Tak-

chi, Jeremy Tam, Wu Chi-wai, and Joshua Wong were

convicted for organizing an unofficial primary to

shortlist candidates for Hong Kong’s Legislative Council

elections, which were later postponed due to the

Covid-19 pandemic. The prosecution argues that the

defendants aimed to exploit legislative powers to veto

bills indiscriminately, ultimately forcing the chief

executive's resignation and a government shutdown.

This group is the third among 45 defendants to have

their mitigation pleas heard, with most activists being

denied bail and remaining in custody for over three

years, a move critics argue deviates from common law

traditions.

The case has drawn international condemnation, with

countries including Australia, the US, and the UK

accusing the Chinese and Hong Kong governments of
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undermining the freedoms in the former British

colony. [Hong Kong Free Press] [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong passes bill on

government appointees’ majority in social

worker’ licensing body

(jg) The Hong Kong legislature has passed a bill

increasing government appointees in the Social

Workers Registration Board from around 40 percent to

over 60 percent. As a result, the influence of members

elected by peers will be significantly reduced.

Moreover, those who have been convicted of national

security offences are now banned from becoming

social workers, and board members will also have to

take an oath affirming that they would uphold the

Basic Law and bear allegiance to Hong Kong. In

response to the announcement, seven elected social

workers quit the board, leaving only one. 

An anonymous survey published at the end of June

revealed that around 90 percent of social workers in

Hong Kong felt these changes would make it even

harder for them to speak out for marginalized

communities. Around 95 percent believed that the

changes will also affect social workers’ ability to

safeguard human rights and justice.

Secretary for Labour and Welfare Chris Sun refused to

comment on the survey. He had previously criticized

the board for not doing enough to prevent those

convicted of national security offences from becoming

registered social workers.

This change in the body, which is responsible for

issuing qualifications for social workers, aims at

protecting public interest and national security,

according to a top official. In a meeting on July 3,

lawmakers from the “patriots-only” Legislative Council

expressed their support for the bill, saying it would

allow the body to realign itself with its original function.

It was announced in the Legislative Council that no by-

election would be held to replace the seven board

members who quit. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Advancing technology with robots

and 6G

(jg) China has announced that is committing to

advancing emerging tech industries, including
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humanoid robots, 6G mobile technology, and atomic-

level manufacturing, aims to bolster its position in the

high-growth tech sector and maintain its global

competitive edge. Manufacturing, a key component of

China's economy, comprised 26.2% of GDP in 2023.

Developing national manufacturing innovation centers

and investing in advanced technology underscores

China's vision for sustainable growth and technological

leadership. Jin Zhuanglong, head of the Ministry of

Industry and Information Technology, emphasized that

China's focused resource allocation is closing

technological gaps caused by US containment

measures.

Key areas of interest include brain-computer

interfaces, the metaverse, next-generation internet,

quantum computing, and deep-sea and aerospace

exploration. Jin acknowledged that challenges lie

ahead as China continues to develop these innovative

tech industries. [TechEDT]

China: Crackdown campaign against

organized crime continues in intensity

(jg) As China’s crackdown on organized crime continues

into its seventh year, Public Security Minister Wang

Xiaohong addressed this campaign in a speech given

on July 3 at a conference on combating organized

crime held for public security authorities in Beijing.

Wang urged his cadres to stay resolute, insisting on

maintaining high standards and strong efforts in

tackling crimes early on. He emphasized the need to

effectively and precisely target organized crime and

corrupt influences, disrupting their networks to ensure

impactful and effective actions. He has further

mobilized police stations across the country to

strengthen inspection and rectification in key areas

and industries, in order to eliminate the possibility of

fostering an environment for organized crime.

The campaign, launched in 2018 as part of Xi's anti-

corruption drive, was initially set for three years but

following the government hailing it an overwhelming

victory in 2021, it was extended to continue

combatting crime at local levels. Organized crime and

corruption, especially at grassroots levels, are seen as

existential threats to party rule. Xi has ordered the

elimination of criminal networks, their financial

support, and colluding officials. [South China Morning

Post]
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A Xinhua report in May 2024 revealed that over 5,2000

organized crimes have been quashed in the past five

years, while 13 percent fewer criminal cases were filed

in 2023 compared to 2019. Examples of the crackdown

include a former police chief in northern China, who

was imprisoned in January 2024 for his connections to

a criminal gang that was filmed brutally attacking a

group of women. Moreover, Ma Aijun, former head of

the Lubei district branch of the Tangshan Public

Security Bureau in Hebei province, was convicted and

sentenced for sheltering the gang from justice for

years of earlier offending.  [Xinhua News Agency]  

China: New J-31B fighter jet unveiled

(jg) Shenyang Aircraft Corporation (SAC) has released a

video revealing the new J-31B "Gyrfalcon" stealth

fighter, the fifth-generation medium-sized stealth

fighter independently developed by SAC. The features

revealed in the video include the capacity to carry at

least two missiles in the weapon bay and a main

weapon bay, indicating the J-31B can carry at least four

PL-12 medium-range air-air missiles.

It is further capable of carrying out aerial bombing. The

design is a developed version of the J-20, which

Chinese military experts have noted was designed to

minimize the likelihood of radar detection, often

increased by opening the weapon bay of a stealth

fighter. As such, stealth fighters are all designed to

avoid detection using stealth technology, including

reducing infrared and visible light, radio frequency

spectrum, reflection and emission of radar and more. 

China’s first stealth fighter, the FC-31 Gyrfalcon, was

developed in 2012, now making China the only nation

alongside the US to have two such aircrafts (the US

flies the F-22 and F-35). It was originally developed

privately by SAC for potential export. It will now

undergo several modifications by SAC, including

upgrading its engine, with countries including Pakistan

expressing interest in acquiring it when it becomes

available. [Army Recognition News]

Japan: Charges against Kishida, other LDP

members in slush fund case dropped

(rl) Citing lack of evidence, prosecutors decided on July

8 not to indict Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and seven

other senior members of the ruling Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP) members over a political funds scandal
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that has troubled Japan's ruling party since last year

(see AiR No. 48, November/2023, 4).

Belonging to three LDP factions, the lawmakers have

been accused of violating the political funds control

law by failing to report fundraising revenue. Among

them are Toshimitsu Motegi, the party's secretary

general, and Toshihiro Nikai, a former secretary

general.

The prosecutors reached similar conclusions regarding

eight other current and former LDP lawmakers, as well

as accountants and clerical staff of their affiliated

political groups.

The scandal revolves around funds raised by

lawmakers from selling tickets for party faction events

that exceeded their assigned quotas. It is alleged that

these excess funds were not recorded in political funds

reports and were transferred as kickbacks to the

lawmakers. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Incumbent governor Yuriko Koike

wins Tokyo assembly election

(rl) Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike of the ruling Liberal

Democratic Part (LDP) has secured a third four-year

term in a closely watched vote, with exit polls

projecting a clear victory in the July 7 Tokyo

metropolitan assembly by-elections. This win reflects

the residents' approval of her governance, which

included providing childcare subsidies and holding the

Olympics during the coronavirus pandemic.

The election was also seen as a test for Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida’s governing party, which supported

Koike, the first woman to lead the Tokyo city

government. Tokyo, home to 13.5 million people and

with a budget comparable to some nations, is a

significant political post in Japan.

Koike's victory was challenged by a record 55

candidates, including a notable contender, Renho, a

liberal-leaning former lawmaker supported by

opposition parties.

Koike's win is a relief for Kishida’s LDP, which has been

been under scrutiny over a faced a slush fund scandal

since the end of last year. Despite her victory, the LDP

lost in six of the eight districts in supplementary

elections for Tokyo’s metropolitan assembly. [Asahi

Shimbun]
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Renho criticized Koike’s ties with Kishida’s party,

highlighting the slush fund scandal affecting the LDP. A

victory for Renho would have been a significant

setback for Kishida in the party’s leadership vote in

September.

Key campaign issues included improving the economy,

disaster resilience, and addressing low birth rates.

Koike focused on subsidies for parents, while Renho

called for increased support for young people.

The final vote count showed Koike receiving over 2.9

million votes, ahead of Ishimaru with 1.66 million and

Renho with 1.28 million.

Koike, a former TV newscaster, was first elected to

parliament in 1992 and has held key Cabinet posts.

Renho, born to a Japanese mother and Taiwanese

father, has been known for her sharp parliamentary

questions and served as administrative reform

minister. [AP] [BBC]

Japan: Maritime Self Defense Force chief

considers resignation over mishandling of

classified information

(rl) Admiral Ryo Sakai, chief of the Japan Maritime Self-

Defense Force (MSDF), is contemplating resignation

due to the mishandling of classified information by

personnel on several destroyers, according to a

government source. The defense ministry is set to

punish those involved, including senior officers.

Cases of mishandling classified information have been

identified within the MSDF, Ground Self-Defense Force,

Air Self-Defense Force, and the Joint Staff Office. If

confirmed, this would indicate a widespread failure in

managing classified information across the Defense

Ministry. The ministry plans to disclose the findings of

its investigation, targeting the improper handling of

state secrets by tens of officials.

In April, a crew member on the MSDF destroyer

Inazuma handled confidential information without

undergoing the required background check, leading to

the suspension or pay cuts of some senior officers.

This case has prompted a broader probe, revealing

additional mishandling incidents (see AiR No. 18,

April/2024, 5).

The secrecy law, enacted in 2014, mandates a vetting

process for individuals handling state secrets, checking

for criminal convictions, alcohol abuse, and financial

difficulties. As of the end of 2023, the Defense Ministry
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had designated 429 items as state secrets, including

weapon specifications.

In December 2022, the ministry dismissed an MSDF

captain for leaking state secrets to a retired admiral,

the first such case since the law's enactment. [Japan

Times] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government ends floppy disk

usage

(rl) The Japanese government of has officially declared

elimination of floppy disks from government use.

Digital Minister Taro Kono announced that the last of

1,034 regulations requiring floppy disks has been

abolished, marking another step in modernizing

Japan's office practices.

The move is part of broader efforts to digitize

government operations, which still heavily rely on

outdated technologies like fax machines. Despite

Japan's reputation as a high-tech leader, its

government has lagged in digitization.

The Digital Agency, established during the COVID-19

pandemic, has spearheaded these reforms, though it

has faced challenges such as slow adoption of the My

Number digital ID system and issues with a contact-

tracing app.

Next, the government aims to phase out fax machines

and hand-stamping seals ("hanko") to further

streamline processes. [BBC] [Telegraph]

Japan: Nearly 175 deaths after taking red

yeast supplements

(rl) Nearly 500 people in Japan have been hospitalized

after consuming red yeast rice supplements from

Kobayashi Pharmaceutical Co., which have been linked

to 175 deaths. The supplements, intended to lower

cholesterol, contain beni koji, which includes Monascus

purpureus, a red mold used as a food coloring.

The Japanese health ministry reported that, as of June

28, 492 people have been hospitalized, with 291

suffering from kidney diseases. The health and welfare

ministry suggested that "beni koji may be the cause."

Kobayashi, based in Osaka, has been producing these

supplements for years, but products made in 2023

have been problematic. The company found
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potentially toxic puberulic acid in the materials

produced between April and October last year and has

since recalled the supplements and launched an

investigation.

The Japanese government criticized the company for

delaying the announcement of the health impacts by

two months. Kobayashi began recalling products on 22

March after reports of kidney ailments emerged. The

company has issued an apology, urging consumers to

stop using the supplements and pledged full

cooperation with the investigation.

The issue extends beyond Japan, with Taiwan reporting

cases of acute renal failure linked to the supplements,

prompting an investigation by the island's food and

drug administration. A Chinese consumers association

has also warned against using the supplements.

[Independent] [Yahoo Japan, in Japanese]

Japan: Household spending falls

unexpectedly, clouds BOJ rate path

(rl) Japanese household spending dropped

unexpectedly in May, as rising prices continued to

erode consumers' purchasing power, presenting a

challenge for the Bank of Japan (BOJ) in deciding when

to raise interest rates.

Despite expectations for a rebound in consumption

due to substantial wage hikes and tax breaks aimed at

offsetting increased living costs, May's data showed a

1.8 percent year-on-year decline in household

spending, contrary to a forecasted 0.1 percent

increase. This drop in spending, alongside a separate

BOJ index showing flat consumption for May, highlights

the fragile state of consumer activity and raises

questions about the BOJ's confidence in a solid

economic recovery sustaining inflation around its 2

percent target, essential for considering rate hikes.

Consumer sentiment has been impacted by higher

food prices, adding to concerns following a rare,

unscheduled downward revision to Japan's first-

quarter GDP and a series of surveys indicating

worsening consumer sentiment.

BOJ Governor Kazuo Ueda has maintained that

consumption will recover as household incomes rise

due to significant wage hikes and government

subsidies to curb electricity bills. Japanese firms have

offered an average pay increase of 5.1 percent this

year, the largest in 33 years, outpacing the current

inflation rate of about 2 percent.
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However, the unexpected drop in household spending

may prompt the BOJ to hold off on raising rates this

month, awaiting more evidence of wage hikes

translating into increased consumption, though rising

inflation driven by a weak yen could prompt earlier

action.

The BOJ's next policy meeting on July 30-31 will include

fresh quarterly growth and price forecasts, which will

influence future monetary policy decisions. [Reuters]

[Statistics Bureau of Japan]

Japan: Q1 GDP downgraded due to construction

data corrections

(rl) Japan's economy contracted more than initially

reported in the first quarter, according to a rare

unscheduled revision to gross domestic product (GDP)

data on July 1. This downward revision raises concerns

about the country's fragile economic recovery.

Japan's real GDP shrank an annualized 2.9 percent in

January-March, revised from an earlier estimate of a

1.8 percent contraction. The real GDP for the October-

December period was also revised down to an

annualized 0.1 percent growth from a previous 0.4

percent increase, and for the July-September period, it

was revised to a 4.0 percent decline from 3.7 percent.

These revisions are based on corrections made in

construction orders data. Analysts suggest that this

adjustment may prompt the Bank of Japan to cut its

growth forecasts in upcoming projections and could

influence the timing of the next interest rate hike, as

this comes ahead of the Bank’s next policy meeting on

July 30 and 31. [Business Times] [Reuters]

Japan: Real wages decline for record 26th

month

(rl) Japan's real wages fell 1.4 percent from a year

earlier in May, marking the 26th consecutive month of

decline, as the highest pay hike in more than three

decades has yet to outpace inflation.

The drop in May was larger than the revised 1.2

percent fall in April, attributed to higher materials

costs and a weakening yen pushing up import costs.

This comes despite the Japanese Trade Union

Confederation announcing that Japanese companies

agreed on raising wages by an average of 5.1 percent

in this year's spring wage talks, offering a more than 5
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percent increase for the first time in more than three

decades.

The effect of pay increases was seen in nominal wages,

or the average total monthly cash earnings per worker

including base and overtime, with a rise of 1.9 percent

to JPY 297,151 (USD 1,850). This marked the 29th

consecutive month of increase and the biggest gain

since June 2023, according to ministry data.

However, growth in the consumer price index, which is

used to calculate real wages, remains well above 2

percent, reflecting higher utilities and food costs.

[CNBC] [Japan Today] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Shortage of nearly one million

foreign workers predicted for 2040

(rl) Japan is expected to face a shortage of nearly one

million foreign workers by 2040 if the government

aims to achieve its economic growth goals amid a

declining population, according to an estimate from a

state-backed think tank.

At the current pace, 5.91 million foreign people will be

working in Japan in 2040, which is almost one million

short of the foreign workforce needed to sustain the

targeted 1.24 percent average annual growth rate,

according to the Japan International Cooperation

Agency (JICA).

The demand-supply gap in foreign labor has more than

doubled from JICA's previous estimate in 2022, as

researchers updated data to reflect slower than

expected economic growth in emigrating countries like

Vietnam, Myanmar, and Cambodia.

Foreign workers are crucial to Japan's economy,

helping to fill a severe labor shortage due to the rapid

aging and declining birthrate. The number of foreign

workers in Japan has more than quadrupled in the past

15 years to 2.05 million, or about 3 percent of the

entire workforce, as of October last year.

The government has expanded work visa permits to

various blue-collar sectors and skilled jobs amid easing

public opinions on accepting immigrant labor.

However, challenges such as the weakening yen,

traditionally low wages, and human rights issues have

swayed foreigners away from working in Japan.  [Nikkei

Asia] [Reuters]
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Japan: New banknote introduced 

(rl) On July 3, Japan introduced its first new banknotes

since 2004, featuring advanced 3D holograms to

combat counterfeiting. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida

unveiled the redesigned JPY 10,000, JPY 5,000, and JPY

1,000 bills, honoring Japanese capitalism, women’s

equality, and scientific innovation.

The JPY 10,000 note features industrialist Eiichi

Shibusawa, the JPY 5,000 note depicts education

pioneer Umeko Tsuda, and the JPY 1,000 note honors

bacteriologist Shibasaburo Kitasato.

Bank of Japan Governor Kazuo Ueda emphasized the

continued importance of cash despite a shift towards

digital payments, with the government planning to

print JPY 7.5 billion (USD 47 million) new banknotes by

March next year. [Aljazeera] [Reuters]

Japan: Government reveals three more

sexual assault cases by US military

personnel

(rl) Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary, Hayashi Yoshimasa,

disclosed three additional alleged sexual violence

cases involving US military personnel. This

announcement follows recent revelations of two

sexual assault cases in Okinawa, where on June 25, a

US soldier was charged for kidnapping and raping a

teenage girl under the age of 16 (see AiR No. 27,

July/2024, 1).

It was also reported that a US Air Force member was

indicted in March for allegedly kidnapping and sexually

assaulting an underage girl in December. Additionally,

a US Marine was indicted last month for attempting to

sexually assault and injure a woman. These incidents

were not publicly disclosed nor were local officials

notified until recently.

In the newly revealed cases, one involves suspected

non-consensual sex by US military personnel. These

incidents occurred in February and August of last year,

and January of this year, but none of the suspects were

indicted.

Hayashi described these crimes as extremely

regrettable and concerning for local residents. He

emphasized the government's commitment to urging

Washington to implement thorough preventive

measures and to reducing the burden of hosting US

bases in Japan.
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Following the revelation of these cases, Japan formally

lodged a protest against the United States embassy in

Tokyo, where Japan’s Vice Foreign Minister Masataka

Okano met the US ambassador to Japan, Rahm

Emanuel to request disciplinary and preventative

measures over the two attacks that occurred in

December and May (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

[Aljazeera]

Japan: Top court orders government to

pay damages over forced sterilization

(rl) Japan's Supreme Court ruled on July 3 that the

government must pay damages to individuals forcibly

sterilized under a now-defunct eugenics law from the

1950s to the 1970s. The ruling came in response to five

lawsuits, with the court stating that the 20-year statute

of limitations for unlawful acts does not apply to these

cases. The decision allows more victims to seek

compensation.

The decision, declaring the law unconstitutional, marks

the first time the court has ruled on this issue. The

eugenics law, at the time, allowed the sterilization of

people with intellectual disabilities, mental illnesses, or

hereditary disorders without their consent to prevent

the birth of "inferior" offspring.

The eugenics law, in effect from 1948 to 1996, led to

the sterilization of approximately 25,000 people,

16,000 without their consent. The Supreme Court

deemed it "unfair and unjust" to exempt the

government from liability, calling it an "abuse of

power."

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida plans to meet with the

plaintiffs to offer a personal apology while Chief

Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi assured swift

compensation. [the bmj] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Osaka court recognizes gay African

men as refugee

(rl) On July 4, the Osaka District Court revoked an

immigration decision denying refugee status to a gay

man from North Africa, who faces persecution in his

home country. According to the man’s lawyers, this is

Japan's second case where a sexual minority has been

recognized as a refugee due to persecution threats.

The man arrived in Japan in December 2019 and

applied for refugee status the following month. The
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Osaka Regional Immigration Services Bureau denied

his application in February 2021. In July 2022, the man

sued, arguing that same-sex intercourse is punishable

by imprisonment in his home country and that his

family might kill him due to his sexual orientation.

The court concluded that the plaintiff deserves refugee

recognition, noting he was nearly killed by his family

and could face harm if he returns home. The

Immigration Services Agency announced that it would

respond appropriately after closely examining the

ruling. [Japan Times] [NHK World]

Japan: Government vows best possible

info-sharing on U.S. crimes in Okinawa

(rl) The Japanese government has promised enhanced

information-sharing with local governments after

facing backlash from Okinawa for not reporting alleged

sexual assault cases involving U.S. military members

stationed in the prefecture.

In response to recent prosecutions and arrests of U.S.

military personnel for sex-related crimes, Japan's top

Foreign Ministry official, Masataka Okano, expressed

the central government's commitment to discussing

concrete measures with the U.S. to prevent such

incidents, the ministry stated. U.S. Ambassador to

Japan Rahm Emanuel, after meeting Okano, voiced

serious concern over the allegations and assured

cooperation to ensure U.S. service members adhere to

high conduct standards.

This development follows two cases disclosed in late

June, where a U.S. Air Force serviceman was indicted in

March for allegedly kidnapping and sexually assaulting

a minor, and a U.S. Marine was arrested in May for an

attempted rape. Local media reports brought these

incidents to light (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

Local police did not publicize the incidents to protect

victims' privacy. The Foreign Ministry, aware of the

cases, did not inform Okinawa's prefectural

government, respecting the police's discretion.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

emphasized the need for a "swift response" in sharing

information about such cases in Okinawa, which hosts

most U.S. military facilities in Japan. The government

will notify municipalities of any crimes allegedly

committed by U.S. military personnel "without

exception," Hayashi said. Information will be shared to

the extent possible while considering victims' privacy.
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Hayashi mentioned that details will be provided "after

the case is disposed of" by investigative authorities.

The Foreign Ministry will relay information to the

Defense Ministry before informing local governments.

Crimes by U.S. service members have long been a

source of tension in Okinawa. Emanuel acknowledged

the need for improvement, stating, "The United States

and the United States' armed forces can do better." He

stressed the importance of updating training and

education to prevent such incidents. [Air Force Times]

[Kyodo News]

Mongolia: MoU on new government

coalition signed

(dql) The ruling Mongolian People's Party (MPP),

opposition Democratic Party (DP), and Hun Party (HP)

signed a memorandum of understanding to form a

coalition government following the June 28

parliamentary elections.

The document was signed by the three parties’ leaders

Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai,

Gantomor Luvsannyam, and Georgekhan Togmid. This

coalition aims to address Mongolia's development

issues and strengthen national unity in light of the

current geopolitical situation. [Aki Press]

Preliminary results of the election, to be officially

announced later this month, indicate that the ruling

Mongolian People's Party (MPP) has narrowly retained

power, with the opposition making significant gains.

The MPP won 68 seats in the 126-member legislature,

while the DP secured 42 seats, a substantial increase

from the 2020 election. The center-right HUN Party

and two smaller parties are expected to share the

remaining 16 seats. Voter turnout was around 70

percent.

Although the MPP technically won the election and

Mongolian Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-

Erdene declared victory, the results are a political

setback for Luvsannamsrai and his party, which held

62 of the then 76 seats in the 2020 election. The party's

dominant position has diminished. [AiR No. 27,

July/2024, 1]

Mongolia: Increase in corruption cases

(dql) According to GoGo mediagroup, Mongolia’s

Prosecutor's Office supervised 1,366 corruption
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investigations in the first half of 2024, marking a 9.5%

increase from last year.

Of these, 167 cases were transferred to court,

including 120 cases of abusing authority, 53 cases of

accepting bribes, 56 cases of giving bribes, and 4 cases

of illicit enrichment.

Out of MNT 2.2 trillion tugriks in losses caused by

corruption, MNT 1.6 trillion were compensated by

perpetrators. Assets worth MNT 42.8 billion were

seized, and MNT 1.8 billion were confiscated. Most

corruption, 67.5 percent, was registered in

Ulaanbaatar, with 32.5 percent in rural areas.

According to the Prosecutor General's Office, 79

percent of corruption cases involved politically

influential job positions, 17 percent involved accepting

bribes, and 9.2 percent involved giving bribes. [Aki

Press]

North Korea: International students

ordered to return for ideological re-

education

(ac) North Korea has ordered its international students

to return home for ideological re-education, according

to South Korea’s Ministry of Unification. This directive,

paused due to COVID-19 border closures, aligns with

Kim Jong-un's efforts to reinforce ideological control

among the younger generation and curb defections

among young elites. The order follows several

defections by elite overseas workers after North Korea

reopened its borders last year. North Korean students

abroad, previously summoned for summer vacation

indoctrination, will now attend a political training

session in Pyongyang later this month. [Korea

JoongAng News]

North Korea: New ballistic missile tested

(ac) On July 2, North Korea claimed it successfully

tested two new tactical ballistic missiles equipped with

a 4.5-tonne "super large warhead." According to the

Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), the Hwasongpho-

11 Da-4.5 missiles were tested to verify flight stability

and accuracy. [KCNA]

KCNA reported that the missiles have a maximum

range of 500 kilometers and a minimum range of 90

kilometers. Observers noted that this test was the first
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time North Korea publicly disclosed a launch involving

a large warhead. [Al Jazeera] [The New York Times]

However, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS)

accused North Korea of exaggerating the test's

success, suggesting the report was likely deceptive.

They noted that one of the missiles crashed into an

empty field after an abnormal flight. [Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Online petition to impeach

President Yoon Suk Yeol reaches over one

million signatures

(ac) An online petition calling for the impeachment of

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has garnered

over 1 million signatures within two weeks of its launch

on the National Assembly’s website. This surge in

public support has intensified political scrutiny over

the potential outcomes of the petition.

The petition, initiated by a member of the civic group

Candlelight Action, cites concerns over escalating inter-

Korean tensions, Yoon’s opposition to major political

probes, and economic downturn under his leadership.

It was swiftly referred to the National Assembly’s

Legislation and Judiciary Committee after surpassing

the required 50,000 signatures within 30 days.

Under Korean law, an impeachment motion requires

support from more than half of all lawmakers to be

tabled, and approval by two-thirds of lawmakers to

pass the Assembly. With the DPK holding a majority of

seats, they could initiate the motion independently,

but would still need cross-party support for a

successful outcome.

If passed by the Assembly, the motion would proceed

to the Constitutional Court, which would have 180 days

to adjudicate the case, focusing on whether Yoon’s

actions constitute a threat to the Constitution, as seen

in previous impeachment proceedings. [Korea Times]

South Korea: President Yoon vetoes bill on

special counsel’s probe into Marine’s

death

(dql) President Yoon Suk Yeol has for a second time

vetoed an opposition Democratic Party of Korea (DP)-

led bill calling for a special counsel to investigate

allegations of external pressure on a military probe
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into the death of a Marine Cpl. in July 2023. Yoon

stands accused of interfering in the Marine Corps'

internal probe that found Lim liable for the fatal

incident through ordering then-Defense Minister Lee

Jong-sup to hold it off for more legal deliberations.

This marks Yoon's 15th veto since taking office in May

2022, asserting his authority to block bills proposed by

the opposition-led parliament. The decision,

announced while Yoon was in the United States for the

NATO summit, follows investigations by both the

military and police, which cleared the highest-ranking

officer involved, Lim Seong-geun, of wrongdoing in the

Marine Cpl.'s death during a rescue operation.

Yoon's veto drew criticism from opposition lawmakers,

including DP lawmaker Park Ju-min, who accused the

administration of rejecting public demands for

transparency. Prime Minister Han Duck-soo supported

Yoon's decision, arguing that the bill could undermine

the criminal justice system and overlap with ongoing

investigations by the Corruption Investigation Office

for High-ranking Officials and police.

The political standoff has delayed the National

Assembly's opening and deepened divisions, with

Yoon's opponents alleging interference in military

affairs and ongoing investigations into government

officials. The presidential office cited constitutional

concerns over the bill's provisions, including limitations

on the president's authority in appointing a special

counsel.

South Korea: President Yoon names new

chief of state broadcasting watchdog

(ac) On July 4, President Yoon Suk Yeol named former

MBC public broadcast journalist Lee Jin-Sook as the

new chief of the Korea Communication Commission

(KCC). The KCC chief plays a pivotal role in overseeing

broadcasting stations, including the authority to

appoint a new president at MBC TV. MBC TV is

regarded as the left-leaning media outlet along with

KBS and JTBC.

This nomination follows the resignation of former KCC

Chief Kim Hong-Il, who stepped down ahead of an

impeachment vote by the opposition Democratic Party

(DP). The DP alleged that Kim unfairly managed the

broadcasting watchdog by leaving three out of five

standing member positions vacant, which led to

concerns over impartiality.



Meanwhile, DP criticized Yoon for the latest

nomination and accused Yoon of attempting to control

the media. [Yonhap News1] [Yonhap News2]

South Korea: President pledges new

economic support measures for small

businesses, construction sector

(ac) On July 3, President Yoon Suk Yeol promised to

support small business owners and vowed to invest

USD 18 billion to reduce interest rates. The

commitment comes in response to the high interest

rates placed on small business owners and the

construction sector, as acknowledged in his speech

ahead of the bi-annual economic policy

announcement.

For small businesses, the government will introduce

policy loans with extended repayment periods and

lower interest rates. Additionally, measures will be

implemented to reduce fixed costs, such as utility fees.

An extra USD 721.8 million will be allocated in the

second half of the year to help cover utility costs,

interest, and wages.

For the construction sector, the government will

expand public-sector investments, infrastructure

projects, and policy financing in the second half of the

year, with an additional USD 10.8 billion allocated to

support these efforts.

Furthermore, the government is advocating for tax

benefits under the 'Corporate Value-up Program.' This

initiative aims to encourage capital returns to

shareholders, introduce separate taxes on

shareholders’ dividend income, and make inheritance

taxes less burdensome for family-run businesses.

[Reuters]

South Korea: Investigations over election

watchdogs’ personal data leaks under

consideration

(ac) On July 4, the Personal Information Protection

Commission (PIPC) is considering initiating a probe into

the National Election Commission (NEC) for alleged

personal data leak involving 3,000 employees in May.

The incident happened in May during an internal

security inspection, where approximately 3,000 NEC

employees’ personal privacy, including names,

divisions, and IP address were leaked online.
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PIPC will determine whether to commence an

investigation after a preliminary review whether NEC

complied with mandatory security requirements for

data protections. The NEC conversely refused the

PIPC’s requests and claimed that the compromised

data did not consist of personal data leak as they

already presented on the website. [Yonhap News]

South Korea: Factory production activities

rise

(ac) South Korea's manufacturing sector accelerated in

June, marking its fastest growth in 26 months.

According to a survey by S&P Global, the Purchasing

Managers' Index (PMI) rose to 52.0 from 51.6 in May,

indicating an expansion for a second consecutive

month and reaching its highest level since April 2022.

This growth is attributed to robust domestic and

international demand, particularly from key markets

like China, Vietnam, Japan, North America, and Europe.

The increase in new orders, especially from overseas,

was the strongest since February 2022, reflecting a

rebound in global industrial activity. South Korea's

exports, driven by strong demand for semiconductors

and computer chips, have been on the rise since

October, approaching record highs, according to the

finance minister. [Reuters]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court schedules

preparatory hearing on government

oversight laws

(jp) The Constitutional Court will hold a preparatory

hearing on July 10 to address injunction applications

against the enforcement of recent government

oversight laws enacted on June 26, announced the

Judicial Yuan.

This legal move responds to efforts by DPP-controlled

agencies to overturn amendments to the Law

Governing the Legislative Yuan's Power and the

Criminal Code. These amendments, enhancing

legislative scrutiny over government actions, were

passed on May 28 by opposition lawmakers from the

Kuomintang and Taiwan People's Party, who hold a

legislative majority (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1).

During the hearing, various stakeholders will present

their views, including representatives from the ruling
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Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) legislative caucus,

President and DPP party leader Lai Ching-te, and the

Cabinet. These parties have all submitted injunction

applications and have petitioned the court to review

the constitutionality of the new amendments.

Representatives from the Legislative Yuan are also

expected to attend the hearing.

The Constitutional Court decided on June 28 to review

the DPP caucus' petition. However, it has yet to

determine whether to proceed similarly with the

petitions filed by the Executive Yuan and the president.

Additionally, the Control Yuan's submissions were

received by the court on July 1 and are currently

awaiting further notice. [Focus Taiwan 1]

On July 4, the Constitutional Court of Taiwan

announced it is set to hear oral arguments on August 6

regarding the constitutionality of a series of

contentious amendments passed by the Legislature.

During this session, involved parties will present their

arguments on whether the amendments, which took

effect on June 26, violate the Constitution and if the

legislative process that led to their passage was

fundamentally flawed. [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Legislative proposal to allow

Chinese firms on Kinmen and Matsu

sparks security concerns

(jp) In an effort to stimulate development on Taiwan's

outlying islands, Kinmen and Matsu legislators are

proposing amendments to the Offshore Islands

Development Act to permit Chinese companies to

undertake construction projects. The amendments,

introduced by Kuomintang (KMT) Legislators Chen

Hsueh-sheng and Chen Yu-chen, aim to address the

islands' current shortages in construction projects,

materials, and labor. He argues that allowing Chinese

firms to participate in public works projects would

provide needed resources and spur growth.

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Legislator Wang

Ting-yu of Tainan took to Facebook to denounce the

amendments as a potential national security threat,

likening them to a "Chinese version of a Trojan horse."

Wang argued that the proposal circumvents essential

safeguards in cross-strait regulations designed to

protect Taiwan from undue Chinese influence. [Taiwan

News]

Minister of Mainland Affairs Council Chiu Chui-cheng

emphasized the likelihood of China using these

projects to infiltrate Taiwanese politics and pledged to
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address these concerns with the proposing legislators.

[Taipei Times 1]

In response to the criticisms, Chen argued that the

islands face a significant labor shortage that the ruling

party has failed to address. He dismissed the security

concerns, noting that Chinese tourists are already

allowed in Taiwan, which he likened to "opening the

door to China." He urged a comprehensive study of the

problem, suggesting that constructive solutions should

replace the prevailing pessimism. [Taipei Times 2]

[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Opposition legislators reconsider

amendments to Offshore Islands

Development Act

(jp) The amendments to the Offshore Islands

Development Act that would permit Chinese

companies to undertake construction projects,

proposed by opposition Kuomintang (KMT) legislators

Chen Hsueh-sheng and Chen Yu-jen (see article above),

faced opposition during a legislative session on July 5.

Ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) legislators

requested to return the proposal to the Procedure

Committee for further deliberation, a motion approved

without objection from other parties.

Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) caucus whip Huang Kuo-

chang announced his party's opposition, citing

concerns about allowing Chinese firms to bid on

industrial and public construction projects. [Taipei

Times]

There were also reports indicating internal

disagreement within the KMT, with some members

reluctant to endorse the proposal, believing it is not

the appropriate time to introduce another highly

controversial bill that could provoke negative public

reactions. [Taipei Times]

Premier Cho Jung-tai warned that the amendments

could impact government projects for airports,

harbors, bridges, and other critical infrastructure,

emphasizing the need to prioritize national security

and the quality of work on major public projects.

[Taipei Times]

However, KMT caucus leaders indicated they might still

push for a vote in the coming months.

Taiwan: Legislative clashes over recall bill

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-hr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-hy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-ht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-ht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-hi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-hd/


(jp) On July 4, Taiwan's Internal Administration

Committee saw minor clashes as Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) legislators occupied the

podium to block a bill making it harder to recall elected

officials. Proposed by the main opposition party

(Kuomintang, KMT) legislator Hsu Yu-chen, the bill aims

to amend the Civil Servants Election and Recall Act by

raising the recall vote threshold to exceed the total

votes the official received in the original election.

Additionally, petition signatories would need to submit

copies of their national ID cards, and no recall drive

could commence until a year after the official took

office.

DPP members formed a barricade in the committee

room, blocking KMT and minor opposition Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP) legislators from reaching the

podium. DPP Legislator Wang Mei-hui carried a large

birdcage and denounced the bill as a "bird cage" recall

proposal. Tensions rose as KMT legislators tried to

break through, stalling proceedings until 5 pm and

leading to KMT complaints of "illegal action" by the DPP

in “detaining the legislative staff against their will.” The

meeting was rescheduled for the following Monday

without Hsu’s bill on the agenda.

The KMT said future discussions would exclude the

recall threshold, with intentions to fast-track the bill for

a vote in parliament, effectively sidelining the DPP

from this part of the legislative process. DPP caucus

director Rosalia Wu highlighted that the KMT's

maneuver is an attempt to manipulate legislative

processes to bypass standard procedures and force

through bills that expand lawmakers' power. [Taipei

Times]

DPP caucus whip Ker Chien-ming vowed continued

opposition to the bill, asserting that the KMT seeks to

undermine the public's right to recall ineffective

politicians for political gain. DPP caucus director

Rosalia Wu accused the KMT of fast-tracking the bill in

an attempt to block a recall drive against Keelung

Mayor George Hsieh of the KMT (see AiR No. 27,

July/2024, 1). [Taipei Times]

In a latest development, physical fights erupted on July

8 in Taiwan's Legislature the amendments. Prior to the

Internal Administration Committee meeting,

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) lawmakers

opposing KMT amendments occupied the podium to

stall the review, sparking physical confrontations.

[Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: County Council Speaker detained

over bribery allegations

(jp) Yunlin County Council Speaker Huang Kai has been

detained on suspicion of bribery. The New Taipei

District Court approved Huang's detention based on a

request by New Taipei City prosecutors, who

presented evidence of Huang taking bribes from Kuo

Jin Energy Co. The judge ruled in favor of the detention

to prevent potential tampering with evidence.

On July 4, New Taipei City prosecutor Chou Yi-Jun led a

raid on 40 locations across western Taiwan, seizing

TWD 2.32 million (USD 71,533) in cash, two SUVs, and

five luxury watches. The alleged bribery case involves

over TWD 10 million. Huang and 21 others, including

Yunlin County Government workers and green energy

industry professionals, were questioned. Prosecutors

allege that Huang violated the Anti-Corruption Act by

accepting bribes and engaging in money laundering,

offenses punishable by at least five years in prison.

The investigation revealed that Huang allegedly

accepted bribes from a man surnamed Lien and

facilitated the issuance of an operating license for

Lien’s solar power plant in Taihsi Township, Yunlin

County. Additionally, Lee Chun-hsing, head of the

Yunlin County government’s Economic Affairs

Department, allegedly leaked internal reviews of green

power plant applications to Huang, who purportedly

set up a shell company to receive the bribes. [Focus

Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Former Vice Premier steps down

as Straits Exchange Foundation chairman

amid corruption investigation

(jp) Former Vice Premier Cheng Wen-tsan, recently

appointed chairman of the Straits Exchange

Foundation (SEF) by President Lai Ching-te, has

resigned from his post amid a corruption investigation.

The foundation announced Cheng's resignation on July

7 to avoid disrupting its operations. Cheng is accused

of accepting bribes during his tenure as Taoyuan

mayor from December 2014 to December 2022. 

The case emerged on July 5 when Cheng was

summoned by the Taoyuan District Prosecutors Office

for alleged corruption linked to a land zoning deal.

Prosecutors accuse Cheng of bribery, information

leakage, and money laundering, prompting a motion

for his detention. However, on July 6, the district court

denied the motion, releasing Cheng on TWD 5 million
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(USD 154 thousand) bail, citing collected evidence and

dismissed the money laundering charges, noting that

Cheng returned a TWD 5 million payment related to a

developer’s plans to expand the Hwa Ya Technology

Park in Linkou in 2017. The prosecutors subsequently

appealed the decision to the Taiwan High Court. The

Taiwan High Court overturned this decision on July 8,

ordering a new bail hearing due to unresolved issues,

including potential collusion between Cheng and other

witnesses. [Focus Taiwan 1]

The Taoyuan District Court scheduled a new hearing

on July 9. Cheng was released again after posting TWD

12 million bail. The court-imposed travel restrictions

and limitations on Cheng's movements. Prosecutors

have lodged an appeal against this latest bail decision.

[Focus Taiwan 2]

Following an emergency meeting of the Democratic

Progressive Party's (DPP) anti-corruption committee on

July 8 to discuss Cheng's case, it was decided that he

would face a three-year suspension if detained. Should

he be convicted in a first trial, there would be further

discussion of punishment that could lead to Cheng

being expelled from the party. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Taiwan: Defense ministry plans to start

mass production of new kamikaze drones

in 2025

(jp) The Ministry of National Defense (MND) in Taiwan

has decided to mass-produce domestically designed

loitering munitions to bolster its defenses against a

potential Chinese invasion. Although the U.S. approved

the sale of 720 Switchblade 300 and 291 ALTIUS 600M-

V drones on June 18, an internal assessment deemed

these numbers insufficient. To address this, Taiwan will

produce its own attack drones.

The Type-1 and Type-2 kamikaze drones are expected

to be in the MND's 2025 budget. The Chien Hsiang

anti-radiation drones' mass production, funded under

a special budget, will also be completed by 2025.

The National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and

Technology (NCSIST) is improving the Chien Hsiang

series, with upgraded versions to be produced in small

batches and included in the regular budget. NCSIST is a

Taiwanese state-owned corporation, active in the

development, manufacturing, support, and

sustainment of various weapons systems and dual use

technologies.
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The Chien Hsiang drones target enemy radar stations

and shipborne radars, while the Type-1 and Type-2

drones focus on anti-armor missions. The Type-1,

developed by NCSIST, is for individual soldiers, like the

Switchblade 300, with a 15-minute flight time and over

10 km control range. The Type-2 has a longer flight

time, conducting beyond-visual-range reconnaissance

and strikes using imagery, infrared, and microwave

systems. It offers flexible launch methods, including

multi-launch devices for swarm attacks from ships or

vehicles. [Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: No provision for staying

conviction if appeal pending, High Court

observers

(lm) The High Court of Bangladesh has stated that

there is no provision for staying a conviction while an

appeal against it is pending. This observation was

made in the full text of a judgment released on a

verdict delivered on March 18, which scrapped the

Labour Appellate Tribunal's stay order on the

conviction and sentence of social entrepreneur and

Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus and three directors

of Grameen Telecom.

At the time, back in March, the High Court had

cancelled the Labour Appellate Tribunal’s order that

had stayed the convictions and sentences of Yunus

and the other directors, who had been convicted by

the Third Labour Court on January 1 for violating labor
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laws. They were each sentenced to six months in jail

and fined approximately USD 255.

In March, when it cancelled the Tribunal’s stay order,

the High Court ruled that while the sentences would

remain suspended as long as the defendants are on

bail, the convictions themselves would remain in effect

until the appeals are resolved. The High Court

emphasized that an appellate court cannot stay the

conviction and sentence passed by a trial court under

the relevant rules of the Code of Criminal Procedure

(CrPC).

In the full text of the judgement, which was released

last week, the High Court bench noted that a

conviction can only be scrapped, affirmed, or modified

upon the disposal of an appeal. The bench also

criticized the chairman of the Labour Appellate

Tribunal for not providing any reason for staying the

Third Labour Court's judgment, which had convicted

and sentenced Yunus and others to six months in

prison.

Yunus's lawyer, Abdullah-Al-Mamun, indicated that

they would appeal the HC verdict before the Appellate

Division of the Supreme Court. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Nobel Laureate Yunus, six

others challenge charge framing order

(lm) In Bangladesh, social entrepreneur and Nobel

Laureate Muhammad Yunus and six others from

Grameen Telecom, a telecommunications company

founded by Yunus, have filed a petition with the High

Court, challenging a Dhaka court's order framing

charges against them in a case involving the alleged

misappropriation of more than USD 2.1 million from

the company’s Workers' Profit Participation Fund.

Lawyer Abdullah-Al-Mamun, representing the accused,

argues that no offences of money laundering,

embezzlement, or fraudulence were committed,

asserting that the money was legally paid to workers.

Previously, two Supreme Court lawyers accused in the

same case filed a similar petition, stating the trial court

improperly used a Google-based AI tool to deliver the

charge framing order. They assert the funds in

question were used to cover trade union expenses,

including lawyers' fees, and no offences were

committed. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Freedom fighters’ quota for

government jobs not constitutional,

opposition leader tells Parliament

(lm) The opposition leader in Bangladesh’s Parliament,

GM Quader, told the legislator that maintaining quotas

in government jobs for individuals who participated in

the country’s independence war, the so-called freedom

fighters, is unconstitutional, as not all freedom fighters

are underprivileged. He argued that making these

quotas permanent undermines the spirit of the

independence war and creates societal inequality. [The

Daily Star 1]

Quader was speaking against the backdrop of

intensifying protests by university students across the

country, who demanded the reinstatement of the

government's 2018 circular that abolished the quota

system in public service. Thousands of students from

various universities participated in the demonstrations

for the third consecutive day on July 3. They organized

processions, blocked roads and highways, and held sit-

ins. [The Daily Star 2] [Dhaka Tribune]

Speaking under the impression of these protests,

Quader stated that large, permanent quotas for the

descendants of freedom fighters compromise the

principle of equality and justice. He emphasized the

need for merit-based opportunities to ensure the

country's competitiveness. [The Daily Star 1]

Notably, Quader also mentioned the university

teachers' movement over the universal pension

scheme, attributing it to a lack of trust in the

government. Since July 1, teachers at public

universities across Bangladesh have been on an

indefinite strike, causing a complete halt in academic

and administrative activities. [AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1]

Bangladesh: Opposition BNP Chairperson

Khaleda Zia again admitted to hospital

(lm) The chairperson of Bangladesh’s main opposition

party, former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, was

admitted to Evercare Hospital in Dhaka earlier this

week after falling ill. This comes just days after her

return home on July 2 following a 10-day hospital stay,

during which she received treatment, including the

implantation of a pacemaker. The 79-year-old has been

battling multiple health issues, including liver cirrhosis,

arthritis, diabetes, and problems related to her kidney,

lung, heart, and eyes.
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Since her conditional release from prison in 2020,

Khaleda has frequently received medical care at

Evercare Hospital. Her doctors have recommended

sending her abroad for treatment since she was

diagnosed with liver cirrhosis in November 2021.

However, due to legal restrictions, Khaleda is unable to

travel abroad for medical treatment, as her release

period’s conditions stipulate that she remains in

Bangladesh. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League’s

stance against graft ‘a national joke’,

opposition BNP says

(lm) The Senior Joint Secretary General of Bangladesh’s

main opposition party BNP, Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, has

criticized the ruling Awami League’s stance against

corruption, calling it "a national joke." Speaking at a

press briefing, Rizvi mocked Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina's recent statement about the independence of

the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), questioning

how individuals with notorious reputations for

corruption, such as former police chief Benazir Ahmed,

retained significant positions within the government.

Notably, Rizvi suggested that internal conflicts over the

distribution of ill-gotten money might be the reason for

the recent exposure of corrupt officials. Rizvi further

alleged that the ACC, which he claimed is subservient

to Prime Minister Hasina, has not properly investigated

government corruption over the past 15-16 years. He

also accused the government of allowing corrupt

officials to accumulate enormous wealth as a reward

for suppressing democratic movements, citing

luxurious purchases as evidence. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Anti-graft bod discovers USD

3.7 million in illegal assets belonging to

former police chief

(lm) Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)

has discovered illegal assets worth approximately USD

3.7 million belonging to former Inspector General of

Police Benazir Ahmed, his wife, and their two

daughters. The ACC's investigation revealed no

legitimate sources for these assets, which include

several flats in Dhaka and substantial amounts of

money in various bank accounts.

The ACC has issued separate notices to Benazir and his

family members requesting details of their assets and
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has also issued asset declaration notices under section

26(1) of the Anti-Corruption Commission Act-2004 on

July 2. Following a court order, almost USD 85 million

worth of Benazir Ahmed's movable and immovable

assets have been seized or frozen to prevent

misappropriation or smuggling.

The investigation began on April 22, led by a three-

member team from the ACC headquarters, directed by

Deputy Director Hafizul Islam. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Former revenue official

amassed wealth through insider trading

(lm/sg) Md Matiur Rahman, a former official from

Bangladesh's tax administration authority who was

recently removed from his position, amassed

significant wealth through insider trading, according to

an analysis of his and his family's shareholdings in 15

publicly listed companies. He acquired pre-public

(placement) shares in these companies, a practice

requiring prior association with the firms. The total

purchase value of these shares is estimated at BDT

10.13 billion (approximately USD 86 million), with a

current market value of about BDT 17.5 billion

(approximately USD 147 million). [The Daily Star 1]

Court issues travel ban on customs official

In parallel developments, a Dhaka court has issued a

travel ban on a commissioner of Customs, Excise and

VAT Commissionerate in Sylhet, over allegations of

illegally acquiring wealth worth BDT 97.6 million

(approximately USD 830,000). [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Anti-graft body sues Rajuk

official, wife over illegal assets

(lm) Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)

has filed two cases against the director of the Capital

Development Authority of Bangladesh (also known as

Rajuk), Mobarok Hossain, and his wife for acquiring

assets through illegal means.

According to the ACC, Mobarok's wealth statement

declared assets worth approximately USD 158,100, but

only USD 5,865 could be justified through legal sources

of income, leaving an additional USD 35,000

unaccounted for. Similarly, his wife, a homemaker,

declared assets worth approximately USD 169,150, but

only USD 3,502 could be legally justified, leaving USD

134,000 unaccounted for. The ACC claims the wife
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acquired her assets using her husband's illicit income,

making her the main accused in one of the cases. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Writ petition seeks

government policy on paternity leave

(lm) A writ petition was filed with Bangladesh’s High

Court seeking a directive for the government to

establish a paternity leave policy for employees in all

institutions across the country.

The petitioner noted that over 78 countries, including

India, Bhutan, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, have provisions

for paternity leave, as reported by the International

Labour Organization (ILO). She emphasized that

modern times require the involvement of both

parents, especially in urban settings like Dhaka, where

help from other family members is limited.

Additionally, with the high rate of cesarean births,

mothers need time to recover, necessitating support

from fathers.

She also argued that the absence of a paternity leave

policy contradicts several articles of the constitution.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Harijan community residents

protest demolition of houses by Dhaka

city corporation

(lm) Residents of a residential area in Dhaka, primarily

inhabited by members of the Harijan community, who

traditionally work in sanitation, staged a protest in

front of the National Press Club, demanding the return

of their land rather than rehabilitation or

compensation. This protest followed the demolition of

12-13 houses in the colony by the Dhaka South City

Corporation (DSCC), which owns about 3.27 acres of

land in the area. The evictions were intended to make

way for the construction of a modern market, but

residents claim the plan has expanded to evict 180

houses.

The affected residents, many of whom are from the

Harijan community, have faced significant challenges

finding new housing due to discrimination. Some have

been forced to return to their demolished homes, now

covered with makeshift materials, which are

inadequate and leak during rains. The demolitions
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have also disrupted the lives of several students, who

now face difficulties continuing their education.

During the protest, community leaders highlighted the

long history of the Harijan community in the area,

tracing back 400 years when their ancestors were

brought from India for sanitation work. The community

members emphasized their cultural and social ties to

the colony, stating that eviction would severely impact

their way of life and identity.

Despite previous assurances and requests for proper

housing solutions, including proposals for constructing

ten-story buildings, the residents claim that no

substantial measures have been taken to address their

housing needs. The High Court has issued a status quo

on the evictions, demanding that alternative

accommodations be provided before any further

action. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: No plan to raise age limit for

government jobs to 35 years, minister

says

(lm) Bangladesh’s Public Administration Minister

Farhad Hossain stated that there is no plan to increase

the age limit for entering government jobs to 35 years.

He explained that such an increase could significantly

raise the number of applicants, thereby intensifying

competition and potentially leading to disappointment

among candidates under 30 years old.

During a question and answer session in the National

Parliament, Hossain highlighted that students typically

complete their Secondary School Certificate (SSC) at 16

and postgraduate degrees by 23 or 24, leaving them

six to seven years to apply for government jobs under

the current age limit of 30. He noted that the

recruitment process can take up to two years, making

the current age limit nearly justified. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Central bank injects USD

12.79 billion from reserves into local

banks in FY24

(sg) In the fiscal year 2023-24, which concluded on June

30, Bangladesh's central bank injected USD 12.79

billion from its reserves into local banks to alleviate a

severe US dollar crisis affecting import payments. This

marks a continuation of efforts since FY22, with USD
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7.62 billion injected that year, a record USD 13.58

billion in FY23, and now USD 12.79 billion in FY24.

Despite reduced import payments due to government

measures, banks, particularly state-run ones, relied on

central bank support to settle bills for entities like

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation and others. The

country's forex reserves, once at a peak of USD 48

billion in August 2021, have since declined significantly

amid global supply chain disruptions and economic

reopening. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Annual inflation hits 12-year

high despite easing in June

(lm) Annual inflation in Bangladesh reached a 12-year

high, hitting 9.73 percent in the fiscal year 2023-24,

surpassing the government's target of 7.5 percent. This

is the highest inflation rate since 2011-12, when it was

10.62 percent. Despite easing slightly in June to 9.72

percent from 9.89 percent in May, inflation remains

persistently high, reflecting ongoing economic

challenges.

Food and non-food prices have fluctuated, with food

inflation dropping to 10.42 percent in June from 10.76

percent in May, and non-food inflation decreasing

slightly to 9.15 percent from 9.19 percent. The

Bangladesh Bank has attempted to control inflation by

raising the policy rate by 50 basis points to 8.5 percent

in May, totaling a 400 basis points increase over two

years. Additionally, the central bank has adopted a

flexible exchange rate mechanism and market-based

lending rates.

The central bank is expected to announce new

monetary policies for July-December later this month,

with ongoing debates about the effectiveness of

current measures and the need for further action to

stabilize the economy. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Country to become

homeless-free country soon, prime

minister says

(lm) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina recently announced

that Bangladesh is close to becoming a homeless and

landless-free country, with only 11,000 homes

remaining to be distributed. During a farewell meeting

with the Eruopean Union’s (EU) Ambassador to Dhaka,

Charles Whiteley, she highlighted her government's

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-oj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-ot/


efforts in constructing apartments for slum dwellers

and cleaning workers, and providing homes under the

Ashrayan Project, which was launched in 1997 to

provide housing for homeless and landless people.

Prime Minister Hasina also discussed various

development projects and international cooperation,

including community clinics for primary healthcare, the

EU's support for Bangladesh's graduation from the

Least Developed Country (LDC) status, and the Talent

Partnership scheme for legal immigration to EU

countries.

Additionally, she mentioned the potential for

strengthening connectivity with neighboring countries

and Trans-Asian rail connectivity, as well as her

commitment to global peace efforts, including in

Ukraine and Russia. [The Daily Star]

The chief of Bangladesh’s Counter Terrorism and

Transnational Crime unit stated that militants in jail are

now under increased surveillance to curb these

activities. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government plans to

generate power from hydrogen, ammonia

(sg) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

announced in Parliament that the government plans to

generate electricity from hydrogen and ammonia,

alongside solar and wind power, aiming to implement

hydrogen energy on a pilot basis by 2035. A dedicated

cell has been established to gather research results

and data from developed countries on sustainable

hydrogen production methods. This cell will design a

project proposal based on the collected information.

Additionally, the prime minister expressed optimism

that the first 1,200-megawatt unit of Bangladesh’s first

nuclear power plant, the Rooppur Nuclear Power

Plant, with a total capacity of 2,400 megawatts, will

begin commercial production by the end of the year.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government project cost less

than estimate

(lm) The Implementation Monitoring and Evaluation

Division (IMED) of the Ministry of Planning in

Bangladesh reported that the cost of a government-

funded gas pipeline construction and distribution

project at the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Shilpa Nagar
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(BSMSN) economic zone was approximately USD 8.5

million less than estimated. This is notable as

government project costs often exceed estimates.

The project, implemented from May 2017 to June 2019,

was completed at a cost of approximately USD 26

million, compared to the estimated USD 34.5 million.

Initially approved at roughly USD 31.2 million, the cost

was revised upwards for river crossing, but ultimately,

the actual costs were lower.

However, despite the cost savings, the IMED noted that

the procurement package estimates were not aligned

with market rates, necessitating repeated tenders.

There was also no third-party feasibility study, leading

to inaccuracies in cost estimation and project scope.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Local opposition BNP leaders

stabbed on way to rally

(lm) Shahidul Islam Bachchu, a local convener of

Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the BNP, was

stabbed, allegedly by members of the ruling Awami

League, while heading to a rally near the BNP office in

Alaipur village. The attack also resulted in injuries to

five other BNP leaders. The rally aimed to demand the

release and medical treatment abroad for BNP party

Chairperson Khaleda Zia.

In Patuakhali, five BNP activists were similarly attacked

while en route to a rally, also allegedly by Awami

League men. Injured activists received treatment at

local medical facilities.

AL representatives in both incidents denied

involvement, citing internal BNP disputes as the cause.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Sub-district chairman shot

dead in broad daylight

(lm) Sumon Howlader, the chairman of Bangladesh's

Panchgaon sub-district, was shot dead earlier this

week by a supporter of a rival candidate in a school's

governing body election. Police have arrested three

individuals related to the incident. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Rohingya madrasa teacher

hacked to death

(lm) In Bangladesh, a Rohingya working as a teacher in

a Muslim educational institution (also known as

madrasa) was hacked to death by unidentified

assailants in the Ukhiya Rohingya camp in Cox's Bazar.

According to security officials, a group of Rohingya

criminals attacked the teacher with sharp weapons,

cutting his throat and fleeing the scene. The police

suspect that a Rohingya armed group may have

committed the murder to establish dominance within

the camp. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Militants use prisons to run

operations, police intelligence report says

(lm) A recent police intelligence report reveals that

Neo-Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh, an Islamic

State-inspired militant group responsible for the 2016

terrorist attack on a restaurant in Dhaka, has been

using cell phones smuggled into prisons to

communicate and run operations. These cell phones

are smuggled with the assistance of some prison

guards. Once inside, inmates use encrypted apps for

secure communication and to use mobile financing

services.

Bangladesh: Government has taken

measured to further develop armed

forces, prime minister says

(lm) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina emphasized the

importance of the armed forces as a symbol of

Bangladesh's sovereignty during a program marking

the 49th anniversary of the President Guard Regiment

(PGR), specialized unit within the Bangladesh Army

dedicated to providing security to the President, Prime

Minister, and other VVIPs. At the event, Hasina

highlighted her government's efforts to develop the

armed forces further and praised the PGR for their

dedication and bravery, often at great personal risk.

During the event, Prime Minister Hasina also handed

over donations and gifts to the families of martyred

PGR members. [The Daily Star]

The PGR was originally founded by Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman, Bangladesh’s first prime minister and father

of Sheikh Hasina on July 5, 1975, as a symbol of

national sovereignty and to ensure the safety of high-

ranking state officials and foreign dignitaries. Initially,
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the PGR drew from the tradition of the President's

Bodyguard from Pakistan, which itself evolved from

the colonial-era Governor General's Bodyguard. The

unit was restructured in 1982 under the regime of

Chief Martial Law Administrator Hussain Muhammad

Ershad, reflecting the need for enhanced security

following the assassinations of previous leaders during

military uprisings. It is headed by a brigadier general

who serves as the Military Secretary to the President

and reports directly to the President of Bangladesh.

Bhutan: First session of 4th Parliament

passes four bills, including budget for 13th

Five-Year-Plan

(ps) The first session of the fourth National Assembly

of Bhutan concluded with the adoption of four bills

and the endorsement of the ambitious BTN 512.29

billion (approximately USD 6.15 billion) 13th Five-Year-

Plan aimed at enhancing community service delivery

and achieving high-income country status by 2034. The

session also saw the approval of the Budget

Appropriation Bill for the financial year 2024-25,

totaling BTN 97.63 billion (approximately USD 1.17

billion), and a supplementary budget of BTN 3.22

billion (approximately USD 38.64 million) for 2023-24,

revising the total to BTN 88.75 billion (approximately

USD 1.07 billion).

The Assembly passed the Marriage (Amendment) Bill

of Bhutan 2024, the National Assembly (Amendment)

Bill of Bhutan 2024 and ratified the Air Services

Agreement (ASA) between Bhutan and Kuwait 2024.

This marks Bhutan's first bilateral ASA with Kuwait,

adding to its agreements with other countries like

India, Thailand, and UAE [see AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3].

Moreover, six motions were adopted, including

proposals for an education bill, a crop and livestock

compensation trust fund, and the relocation of high-

tension power transmission towers from populated

areas. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Prime Minister Tobgay unveils

ambitious plans for fiscal year 2024-2025

(ps) In his State of the Nation report, Prime Minister

Tshering Tobgay outlined ambitious plans for Bhutan

in the fiscal year 2024-2025. Key initiatives include

widening and constructing national highways, lifting

the loan moratorium to stimulate business, and

enhancing tourism. Rural development will see road

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-bj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-bt/


repairs and new irrigation projects, while the

hydropower sector will focus on completing major

projects. [Kuensel]

Additionally, the government will promote ICT,

vocational training, healthcare, and cultural

preservation. Policies to support youth, home

ownership, and public service delivery are also

prioritized.

Bhutan: National Council adopts

comprehensive recommendations to

improve PWDs

(ps) The National Council of Bhutan adopted the

recommendations of the Social and Cultural Affairs

Committee on the state of persons with disabilities

(PWDs). The proposals include improving accessibility,

education, healthcare, and economic security for

PWDs. Key recommendations are centralized data

collection, public awareness, and investment in

inclusive infrastructure. [Kuensel]

The National Council's Social and Cultural Affairs

Committee presented 35 recommendations to

improve the lives of PWDs in Bhutan, following a rise in

PWDs reported by the National Health Survey 2023.

Recommendations include policy enhancement, better

access to education and healthcare, public awareness

campaigns, improved accessibility, and employing

foreign caregivers. Key suggestions are professional

training for SEN teachers, higher salaries, decision-

making authority, tax reductions, and ensuring PWD-

friendly infrastructure. [AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1]

Bhutan: Government to launch third child

incentive program offering roughly USD

120 monthly per child

(ps) The Bhutanese government plans to launch the

Third Child Incentive Program this year to counter the

country's declining fertility rate, which is currently

below replacement levels. Under this program, women

will receive BTN 10,000 (approximately USD 120) per

month for their third child until the child turns three

years old. The total expenditure for the program will

range from BTN 6.1 billion to 6.4 billion (USD 73.2

million to 76.8 million).

A study projected the cost of the program over five

years, based on the average number of third children
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born annually. The study showed an average of 2,100

third children born each year over the past five years

and anticipated a 30 percent increase in birth rates

due to the incentive. The total projected cost for the

program from 2024 to 2029 is around BTN 6 billion

(approximately USD 72 million).

Alongside the financial incentives, the government is

enhancing Early Childhood Care and Development

(ECCD) facilities nationwide to create a supportive

environment for raising children. [The Bhutanese]

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Finance minister tweaks property

tax act addressing concerns for fairness

(ps) The Bhutanese finance minister, Lekey Dorji,

announced minor adjustments to the Property Tax Act

2022 while confirming the tax will remain in place. The

act aims to modernize the property tax system,

promoting fairness and equity. MP Lam Dorji raised

concerns about discrepancies in the current property

tax system, including land concessions, classification of

land based on aerial distance, and the treatment of

land contributed for farm roads. The government will

review and possibly amend the act to address these

concerns.

The government is considering adjustments to green

zones, red zones, and buffer zones, potentially through

Property and Valuation Authority (PAVA) adjustments

or amendments to the Property Tax Act. The goal is to

ensure fairness in property taxation, with a progressive

tax model that addresses income inequality and funds

local services. [The Bhutanese]

Bhutan: Finance Minister clarifies

personal loans can exceed BTN 0.5 million

(ps) Bhutan’s Finance Minister Lekey Dorji clarified that

individuals can obtain personal loans exceeding BTN

0.5 million (approximately USD 6,000) from multiple

financial institutions (FIs). Although the cap for

personal loans from a single FI is BTN 0.5 million, this

limit can be surpassed by borrowing from several

banks, provided the total loan-to-income ratio does

not exceed 70 percent of the borrower's monthly

income. This means total monthly loan repayments,

including existing loans, should not surpass 70 percent

of monthly income.
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Currently, personal loans from a single bank are

capped at BTN 0.5 million (USD 6,000) with a five-year

repayment period. In response to a question from

Tashigang MP Sonam Tobgyel about increasing the

personal loan limit and extending the loan term, the

finance minister acknowledged the need to reassess

these limits due to the evolving financial landscape.

Sonam Tobgyel suggested increasing the loan amount

to BTN 1 million (USD 12,000) and extending the term

to ten years.

Sonam Tobgyel highlighted that the current loan cap,

set by the Royal Monetary Authority (RMA) in 2021,

does not necessarily protect external reserves as

intended. By December 2022, total loan exposure in

Bhutan was BTN 192.12 billion (USD 2.3 billion), heavily

allocated towards housing, construction, services,

tourism, and transportation, which contribute to

imports and potentially strain external reserves. He

also pointed out that inflation, reported at 4.87

percent in April, coupled with static loan limits, might

reduce purchasing power and called for measures to

ensure financial inclusivity and mitigate inflationary

pressures.

The finance minister noted that increasing personal

loan amounts might not benefit rural borrowers, as

these loans are typically salary-based. He suggested

alternative financial products such as vehicles,

housing, or transport loans tailored to specific needs.

Since 2019, financial products offered by FIs have

increased from 13 to 19. The government plans to

reduce the minimum lending rate, currently at 6.91

percent, and promote financial inclusivity through

measures like micro-finance and priority sector

lending. Additionally, a green taxonomy policy for

green financing in rural areas is being developed to

support sustainable growth. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: National assembly renames

constituency development grant

(ps) Bhutan's National Assembly has endorsed

rearranging the Constituency Development Grant

(CDG) to be the Priority Development Fund. This fund

will be allocated outside the dzongkhag and gewog

funds, following proper guidelines. The move aims to

address funding gaps for development in remote

areas, enhancing financial response to emergencies

and ensuring equitable development. MPs highlighted

the need for such a fund to meet grassroots

development needs and fulfill electoral pledges

effectively. [Kuensel]
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Dzongkhag and gewog funds are part of Bhutan's local

government funding system. Dzongkhag funds are

allocated to district-level administrations, while gewog

funds are designated for sub-district or block-level

administrations. These funds support various local

development projects and activities.

Bhutan: USD 4.95 million pandemic

preparedness project launched

(ps) Bhutan’s Ministers of Health and Agriculture and

Livestock have launched the "Strengthening Pandemic

Prevention, Preparedness, and Response through One

Health Approach in Bhutan" project. This initiative,

supported by the World Bank’s Pandemic Fund

Secretariat with USD 4.95 million in funding, aims to

bolster Bhutan's defenses against pandemics through

a comprehensive One Health approach. This approach

integrates human, animal, and environmental health

sectors to achieve optimal health outcomes.

By the end of the project in 2026, Bhutan aims to have

a functional early warning and holistic disease

surveillance system, improved health emergency

preparedness, and enhanced intersectoral cooperation

for effective pandemic response. [Kuensel]

India: Colonial-era laws officially replaced

with new criminal codes

(sg/lm) India's government has replaced colonial-era

criminal laws with new legislation, a move touted by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's administration as a

step towards a more just system. The Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita, 2023, replaces the Indian Penal Code, 1860;

the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, replaces the

Indian Evidence Act, 1872; and the Bharatiya Nagarik

Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, takes the place of the Code of

Criminal Procedure, 1882. These new laws have been

effective since July 1.

Key changes include the removal of the sedition law,

the introduction of the death penalty for the gang-rape

of women under 18, and increasing the detention

period from 15 days to 60 or, in some cases, up to 90

days. The legislation also modernizes procedures,

requiring video recordings at crime scenes and

updating admissible digital evidence. [The Indian

Express 1] [Al Jazeera]
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However, opposition parties and legal experts express

concerns over the potential disruption to the criminal

justice system. Critics argue that the laws were

implemented without proper parliamentary debate

and fear they could exacerbate the already

overburdened justice system. Some also worry about

increased police power and the potential for confusion

as new and old laws run parallel. [The Straits Times]

The Indian government maintains that the new laws

are "victim-centric" and will modernize the justice

system, citing mandatory forensic investigations for

severe offenses and aims to increase conviction rates.

However, human rights group Amnesty International

has called for the immediate repeal of the laws,

warning they could lead to police abuse and torture.

[Amnesty International]

Tamil Nadu state to amend new criminal laws, forms

panel to suggest changes

Against this backdrop, the government of southern

Tamil Nadu state has established a committee to

review and suggest amendments to the recently

implemented criminal laws. Chief Minister M K Stalin,

whose Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) party has

an adversarial relationship to Prime Minister Modi’s

BJP, has appointed a retired High Court judge to lead

this one-member committee, which is expected to

submit its report within a month.

The state government believes there are errors in the

basic sections of these new laws and has been

opposed to them since their passage by Parliament in

December, citing a lack of consultation with all states.

Additionally, Tamil Nadu objects to the use of Sanskrit

names for the laws, arguing that they are not

accessible to the common people. [The Indian Express

2]

Karnataka state to amend new criminal laws with 23-25

changes, state’s law minister says

In a similar fashion, Karnataka's Law and Parliamentary

Affairs Minister H K Patil announced that the state will

make 23-25 amendments to the new criminal laws

before implementing them. The amendments are

based on suggestions from an expert committee and

feedback provided by Karnataka Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah to Home Minister Amit Shah last

October. One proposed change is to amend provisions

that criminalize hunger strikes, and another is to

address the BSA's allowance for 90-day police custody,

which is seen as a human rights violation. [The Indian

Express 3]
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India: Central government reconstitutes

Cabinet panels, allies of Modi’s BJP get

crucial positions

(lm) India’s central government has reconstituted

various key Cabinet committees, including the Cabinet

Committee on Security, Economic Affairs, and Political

Affairs, mostly headed by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. Partners of the BJP-led National Democratic

Alliance, such as the Janata Dal (United) party, Telugu

Desam Party, Janata Dal (Secular), Shiv Sena, and Lok

Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), have been included in

these panels. Prominent ministers like Home Minister

Amit Shah, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, and

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh hold significant roles

across these committees. [The Hindu]

India: President prorogues both houses of

Parliament

(lm) India’s President Droupadi Murmu prorogued both

Houses of Parliament following the completion of the

first session of the 18th lower house. This decision was

made on the recommendation of the Cabinet

Committee on Parliamentary Affairs. The next session,

the Budget Session, is expected to begin on July 22.

[The Hindu]

India: Can’t reveal Supreme Court

Collegium’s reasons rejecting judgeship

candidates, high court says

(lm) In India, the Delhi High Court ruled that the

Supreme Court Collegium's reasons for rejecting High

Court judgeship candidates cannot be disclosed, as it

would harm the reputations of those involved and

impede the appointment process. The court

emphasized that judge appointments are an

integrated, consultative process and not subject to

judicial review unless procedural deficiencies are

evident. The decision came in response to a petition

seeking transparency in the Collegium's rejections,

highlighting concerns over the high rejection rates and

alleged communication gaps between the Supreme

Court and High Courts. [The Hindu]

The Supreme Court Collegium, responsible for the

appointment and transfer of judges in the Supreme

Court and High Courts, consists of the Chief Justice of
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India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme

Court. The Collegium system was established to ensure

judicial independence by involving senior judges in the

selection process, rather than leaving it solely to the

executive branch of the government. This system has

been in place since the 1990s and operates through a

series of recommendations and consultations within

the judiciary.

In the past, the Collegium has faced significant

criticism for its lack of transparency and accountability

in the judicial appointment process. Critics argue that

its decisions are made behind closed doors without

clear explanations for selections or rejections, leading

to perceptions of bias and favoritism. Additionally, the

system is seen as potentially inefficient, causing delays

in judicial appointments. These issues have prompted

calls for reforms to introduce more openness and

oversight into the Collegium's functioning.

India: Rajasthan BJP senior politician

resigns after parliamentary election

setback

(wh) Kirodi Lal Meena, a senior politician from India’s

Rajasthan state, has resigned from the State Cabinet,

fulfilling his vow to step down if the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) lost any of the seven Parliament seats

under his responsibility. Despite the resignation not

yet being accepted, the BJP high command has

summoned him to New Delhi to address the issue.

Meena, who holds portfolios in Agriculture, Rural

Development, Disaster Management, and Public

Grievances, emphasized that his resignation was a

moral obligation to maintain credibility with the public,

following the BJP's defeat in four of the seven seats he

campaigned for.

The BJP won 14 of Rajasthan’s 25 seats in the recently

concluded parliamentary election. [NDTV]

India: Andhra Pradesh chief minister

meets Prime Minister Modi, seeks support

for state’s development

(lm) The chief minister of India’s southern state of

Andhra Pradesh, N. Chandrababu Naidu, met Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on July 4 to seek

central support for the state's development. This was

Naidu's first meeting with Modi since assuming office

earlier in May this year. He emphasized the severe
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financial difficulties faced by Andhra Pradesh due to

the previous administration's mismanagement and the

adverse effects of the 2014 bifurcation of the state,

which led to the creation of the new state of

Telangana.

The meeting with Modi is significant ahead of Naidu's

planned discussions with Telangana's Chief Minister on

the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. Naidu

also met with Union Ministers Nitin Gadkari and Piyush

Goyal to discuss national highway projects and the

state's industrial potential. [The Hindu]

India: Major stampede at religious event

kills more than 120, mostly women

(sg) A crowd crush at a religious gathering in a village in

India’s Uttar Pradesh state resulted in the deaths of

over 120 people, predominantly women. The incident

occurred during a prayer meeting led by Bhole Baba, a

self-styled godman. The tragedy unfolded as

approximately 250,000 people attended the event, far

exceeding the expected 80,000 attendees, and only a

few dozen police officers were present for security.

The chaos began when attendees rushed to touch

Bhole Baba’s feet, causing a stampede where many fell

into an open sewer. At least 121 people died, and 35

others were injured. The police have launched an

investigation into the organizers, accusing them of

negligence and failing to provide necessary assistance.

The Uttar Pradesh state government has also initiated

a high-level inquiry into the incident. [CNN]

Bhole Baba has denied responsibility for the incident.

Through his lawyer, Bhole Baba claimed that the crush

was caused by "anti-social elements" and a "criminal

conspiracy" against him. Bhole Baba, whose real name

is Narayan Sakar Vishwa Hari, has pledged full

cooperation with the police investigation. He also

denied allegations that security guards triggered panic

by pushing people away. [bbc]

India: Rash of bridge collapses in Bihar

state sparks outcry and calls for

accountability

(wh) In India’s Bihar state, the government suspended

15 engineers and ordered the reconstruction of new

bridges on July 5, following a recent series of 12 bridge

collapses over two weeks. These incidents have raised
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significant safety concerns and prompted sharp

criticism from political leaders. [India Today]

In response, a lawyer has filed a plea in the Supreme

Court seeking a structural audit of bridges in Bihar. The

petition requests the formation of an expert

committee to identify unsafe bridges, emphasizing the

urgency given Bihar's susceptibility to floods. The plea

highlights the need to audit recently completed, under-

construction, and old bridges to ensure safety and

prevent further collapses. [Hindustan Times] [The

Hindu]

India: X alternative Koo to shut down

services

(lm) Koo, India's homegrown microblogging platform,

announced it will shut down due to funding shortages

and high technology costs. Launched in 2020 as an

alternative to X (formerly Twitter), Koo gained

popularity in 2021 when Indian ministers endorsed it

amid a dispute between the Indian government and

Twitter over blocking accounts accused of spreading

fake news. Despite reaching 20 million downloads by

the end of 2021, Koo struggled to secure funding. In

April 2023, Koo laid off 30 percent of its workforce,

facing severe financial challenges. [bbc]

India: Tamil Nadu BSP leader

assassinated, party chief Mayawati calls

for CBI investigation

(wh) In India’s southern Tamil Nadu state, the local

president of the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), a political

party that primarily represents the interests of

marginalized and oppressed communities, was

murdered near his residence Chennai on July 5. The

victim, K. Armstrong, was attacked with knives by the

assailants who arrived on motorcycles under the

pretense of delivering food.

Following the attack, 10 special police teams were

formed, and within three hours, eight suspects were

apprehended after analyzing mobile phone signals and

CCTV footage. The motive for the murder is believed to

be revenge, as one of the suspects alleged that

Armstrong had indirectly supported the killers of his

brother, who was murdered last year. [The Hindu]

In the wake of the killing of Armstrong, BSP President

Mayawati arrived in Chennai on July 7 to demand a
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Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe, criticizing

the state's law-and-order situation under the

governance of Chief Minister M K Stalin. [The Indian

Express]

India: Upcoming budget to focus on

spurring consumer demand with potential

GST, income tax revisions

(wh) As India’s Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

prepares to present the first budget of the Bharatiya

Janata Party-led government’s third term on July 23,

there is a focus on stimulating consumption through

revisions in tax structures.

Recent GDP data shows that Private Final Consumption

Expenditure (PFCE) dropped to 52.9 percent of GDP in

the January-March quarter, the lowest in the 2011-12

base year series. For the full financial year 2023-24,

consumption expenditure grew by only 4 percent, the

slowest rate in two decades excluding the pandemic

year.

Against this backdrop, the government plans to adjust

the Goods and Services Tax (GST), a tax added to the

price of most goods and services. There is a consensus

on the need for rate rationalization in a phased

manner, though this will take time and will be

discussed at the next GST Council meeting.

Rationalizing income tax, particularly for lower income

levels, is also under consideration, but unlike GST, this

does not require state consultation. The challenge lies

in balancing potential revenue loss against the

economic benefits of increased consumption. [The

Indian Express]

India: Highest-ever growth in value of

defence production in 2023-2024

(lm) India registered its highest ever growth in the

value of defense production in the fiscal year 2023-24,

reaching INR 1,268.87 billion (USD 1.52 billion), which is

16.8 percent higher than the previous year.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh attributed this

achievement to the “Make in India” program, an

initiative launched by the Indian government in

September 2014 to encourage companies to

manufacture their products in India and to promote
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investment into the country's manufacturing sector.

[The Hindu 1]

Recently, the Ministry of Defence allocated over INR 3

billion (USD 36 million) through its Technology

Development Fund (TDF) to enhance capabilities in

cutting-edge technology and promote

“Aatmanirbharta” (self-reliance) in defence. This

initiative, part of the “Make in India” program and

executed by DRDO, aims to create an R&D ecosystem

by providing grants to Indian industries, including

MSMEs, startups, and academic institutions, for

developing defence and dual-use technologies not

currently available in India.

Successful startups under this scheme include Combat

Robotics in Pune, which developed an innovative multi-

domain simulator for unmanned vehicles, aiding

agencies working on autonomous systems. Another

startup, ChiStats Labs Private Limited in Pune, is

developing virtual sensors for aero gas turbine engine

health monitoring, increasing operational reliability

and longevity using AI/ML technologies. Additionally,

NewSpace Research and Technologies Pvt. Ltd. in

Bengaluru created an advanced UAV for search and

rescue operations in indoor environments, with

applications in surveillance, industrial inspections, and

hazardous environment exploration. [The Hindu 2]

India: Suspected rebels kill 5 soldiers after

ambushing their vehicle in Kashmir

(wh/lm) Suspected rebels ambushed an Indian army

vehicle in the Kathua district of Indian-controlled

Kashmir, killing five soldiers and wounding five others

on July 8. The attack occurred during a routine patrol,

and no insurgent group has claimed responsibility.

Following the ambush, police and army reinforcements

were deployed, and a search operation was initiated.

This incident is part of a recent surge in violence,

including two gunbattles in Kulgam district that

resulted in the deaths of two Indian soldiers and six

suspected militants, as well as an attack on an army

camp in Rajouri district that wounded a soldier. [The

Indian Express]

Kashmir, a region divided between India and Pakistan

since 1947, is claimed in full by both countries, which

have fought three wars over it. India accuses Pakistan

of supporting insurgents, a claim Pakistan denies.

Rebel groups have been fighting since 1989 for

Kashmir's independence from India or its merger with

Pakistan, a cause supported by most Muslim residents
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of Indian-controlled Kashmir. The conflict has resulted

in tens of thousands of deaths among civilians, rebels,

and government forces. [abc news]

Army chief Dwivedi reviews ‘prevailing security dynamics’

in Jammu

In related developments, India’s Chief of Army Staff

General Upendra Dwivedi conducted a high-level joint

security review meeting on July 4 in the Jammu and

Kashmir union territory, focusing on the prevailing

security dynamics in the region. The meeting included

top Army officers from the Northern Command, White

Knight Corps, Chinar Corps, and Rising Star Corps, as

well as the J&K Director General of Police, the

Additional Director General of the Central Reserve

Police Force (CRPF), intelligence agency heads, and

security force representatives from the union territory.

This review was held against the backdrop of a surge in

militancy in Jammu, with five terror attacks this year

resulting in the deaths of nine pilgrims, four militants,

and a CRPF member. The focus of General Dwivedi's

visit included the Pir Panjal valley, comprising Poonch

and Rajouri districts, which have seen an increased

militant footprint. [The Hindu]

Maldives: Ruling PNC wants to cap

emergency motions at Parliament

(lm) Lawmakers from the Maldives’ ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC), holding a parliamentary

supermajority, are pushing to limit emergency motions

presented at the legislative assembly. This comes after

the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

submitted a motion criticizing delayed loan

disbursements to overseas students, which was

subsequently dismissed. PNC MPs argued that current

standards for emergency motions are too lenient,

accusing the opposition of wasting time and disrupting

Parliament’s agenda. [The Sun]

Maldives: Emergency motion on revealing

number of political appointees, salaries

expenditure dismissed

(lm) On July 3, the Maldivian Parliament dismissed an

emergency motion filed by a lawmaker from the

opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP). The

motion called for the disclosure of the number of

political appointees and the salaries paid by state-
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owned companies. The motion was rejected with 56

MPs voting against it and 11 in favor.

The motion argued that President Muizzu was using

his constitutional powers to appoint unnecessary

political positions, leading to increased expenditure

and operational difficulties for state-owned enterprises

(SOEs). The motion also highlighted that despite

requests under the Right to Information Act, the

government has not disclosed the number of political

positions.

President Muizzu had pledged not to increase the

number of political posts beyond 700 and has decided

against appointments to senior political positions to

reduce costs. However, the President's Office indicated

plans to disclose the number of political appointees.

Additionally, the Parliament's Committee on Public

Accounts has requested the Minister of Finance to

disclose the official number of political appointees.

[the edition]

Maldives: Israel passport ban bill stymied

at Parliament committee

(lm) The Maldives Parliament's National Security

Services Committee has not yet scheduled work on a

bill that seeks to ban Israeli passport holders from

entering the country, despite being introduced a

month ago with unanimous support on June 10. This

legislation, proposing amendments to the Immigration

Act, remains pending without being scheduled for

substantive review or debate in committee meetings

held since its submission. The delay comes amid

persistent public protests in Male' City demanding the

ban, fueled by widespread outrage over the

humanitarian crisis in Gaza and other occupied

Palestinian territories.

The Maldives government, led by President Mohamed

Muizzu, initiated the legislative move following a

cabinet decision on June 2, which also established a

special committee to expedite the process. This

committee includes key ministers such as the Home

Minister, Islamic Minister, Attorney General, Economic

Minister, Tourism Minister, and Foreign Minister.

Despite the government's intent to address public

sentiment, concerns have been raised about potential

economic repercussions and legal complexities

associated with a blanket ban on Israeli citizens,

prompting calls for careful consideration and possible

amendments to the bill. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Parliament in consensus that

number of lawmakers should be capped

(lm) On July 2, the Maldivian Parliament debated a

motion to amend the Constitution to cap the number

of Members of Parliament (MPs). The motion,

submitted by a lawmaker of the ruling People's

National Congress (PNC), received unanimous support

from all MPs who spoke during the debate.

Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim highlighted that if the

current rule of one MP per 5,000 people remains

unchanged, the number of MPs would rise to 108 by

2029 and 115 by 2033. He suggested solutions,

including increasing the population threshold to

10,000 people per MP, which would cap the number at

70 MPs in the coming 25 years.

Other MPs supported the motion but had differing

views on the exact number and the population

threshold. For example, MP Mohamed Ibrahim

proposed increasing the threshold to 7,000 people per

MP, which would reduce the total number of MPs to 72

and save roughly USD 7 million over five years.

Jumhoori Party Leader Gasim Ibrahim and other MPs

also emphasized the need for a fixed number of MPs

to avoid frequent constitutional amendments.

The debate also touched on reducing salaries and

privileges for MPs. While some MPs supported aligning

salaries with other state institutions and limiting

privileges after their terms end, others opposed salary

reductions but agreed that post-term privileges should

not be extended. [the edition]

Against the backdrop of the debate, President

Mohamed Muizzu has also expressed support for

reducing the size of the Maldivian parliament and the

number of councilors. Speaking at a PNC party event,

he suggested that the parliament should be reduced to

77 members, the size of the 17th parliamentary

assembly, to reduce recurrent expenses. He also

advocated for fewer councilors, particularly on islands

with small populations, proposing that a president and

vice president for councils would suffice. [The Sun]

Maldives: Former MP appointed as state

minister at tourism ministry

(lm) In the Maldives, a former lawmaker who switched

allegiance from the opposition Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP) to the ruling People’s National Congress

(PNC) in December 2023, has been appointed as a
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state minister at the Tourism Ministry. The

appointment of Mohamed Nihad is notable because it

comes amid austerity measures announced by

President Mohamed Muizzu, aiming to reduce political

posts and streamline government operations. [The

Sun]

Maldives: Hisaan nominated as opposition

MDP’s new deputy leader

(lm) In the Maldives, Hisaan Hussain, a former

lawmaker and current legal director at the main

opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), has

been nominated for the position of the party's deputy

leader. MDP leader Abdulla Shahid announced his

decision on social media, seeking approval from the

party's national council.

The deputy leader position has been vacant since

Mohamed Shifaz and others left to form The

Democrats last year. The MDP, the Maldives' largest

political party, has 51,516 members. [The Sun]

Maldives: Supreme Court upholds decision

to not hold suspect in murder case in

remand

(lm) The Supreme Court of Maldives has upheld the

High Court's decision not to hold Sammah Ahmed

Fathuhy in remand, who is accused of committing a

murder in 2017. Despite being charged with murder,

Sammah was declared not guilty by the Criminal Court.

Prosecutors appealed to the High Court, seeking

Sammah's remand during the trial, but were denied.

The Supreme Court's recent ruling reaffirms that the

decision to hold an accused in remand is at the

discretion of the presiding judges and found no

exceptional circumstances to warrant intervention.

This marks the second appeal by prosecutors on this

issue to the Supreme Court. [the edition]

Maldives: Fishermen of Addu cease

protests once payment deposit begins

(lm) Fishermen in Addu, the southernmost atoll of the

Maldives, have ceased their protests following the

government's commencement of depositing overdue

payments into their accounts. The protests were a
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response to delays in settling dues by the government.

The Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO)

announced that payments totaling MVR 53 million

(approximately USD 3.4 million) began being deposited

into captains' accounts starting two weeks ago.

Following the commencement of these deposits, the

fishermen protesting at the Addu Fisheries Complex

ended their demonstration.

MIFCO also decided to buy fish at current global

market rates instead of the previously controlled price.

This price will now be announced weekly. Previously,

MIFCO purchased fish at a government-set price, which

was MVR 25 (approximately USD 1.625) per kilo during

the last presidential elections and later reduced to

MVR 20 (approximately USD 1.30) per kilo by the

current government. Payments to fishermen were

subsidized by the government, with over MVR 400

million (approximately USD 26 million) allocated

annually for these subsidies.

The current government had pledged to settle

payments to fishermen within 48 hours of sale but

stated that this would only be possible after

implementing necessary reforms to MIFCO and

improving its financial situation. [the edition]

On July 7, MIFCO announced that the government has

disbursed nearly MVR 998.7 million (approximately

USD 64.92 million) to local fishers since taking office, as

of June 27. [The Sun]

Maldives: Bangladeshi arrested for

desecrating copy of Quran

(lm) A 36-year-old Bangladeshi national has been

arrested in the Maldives for desecrating a copy of the

Quran at a mosque. The Criminal Court has ordered

him to be held in custody for 15 days based on

sufficient evidence presented by the police, citing

concerns about his potential to flee as a foreigner. This

incident follows previous arrests in the Maldives for

similar acts of Quran desecration, including one

involving a Maldivian man accused of spitting on a

Quranic copy. [The Sun]

Maldives: Results of police efforts not

apparent due to system issues,

commissioner says
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(lm) In the Maldives, Commissioner of Police Ali Shujau

stated that the extensive efforts by the police to

resolve community problems are hindered by systemic

issues. Speaking at the Parliament's Committee on

National Security Services, Shujau emphasized that

resolving issues like illegal drugs requires collaboration

from all state institutions.

He highlighted that the police, as first responders, have

significant responsibilities, but questioned the roles of

other state institutions in following through. For

example, Shujau noted that many theft cases are

pending with the Prosecutor General's office or the

courts, and questioned the whereabouts of individuals

already sentenced by the courts.

He also pointed out that laws need to be amended to

fit the Maldivian context. For example, despite police

efforts, traffic offences remain unresolved due to

systemic issues. He mentioned challenges in

implementing the Police Act for over a decade, such as

the lack of regulations on vehicle age and registration

limits in Malé.[the edition]

Maldives: Public Accounts Committee

recommends dismissal of central bank

governor Hashim

(lm) The Maldivian Parliament has referred the issue of

advising President Muizzu to dismiss Ali Hashim, the

Governor of the Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA),

to the Public Accounts Committee. Deputy Speaker of

Parliament Ahmed Nazim proposed Hashim's

dismissal, citing MMA's failure to meet its obligations

and properly implement monetary policy during the

current economic difficulties. Nazim also mentioned

that Hashim had not provided adequate advice to the

government since it took office.

Ali Hashim, appointed Governor on September 8, 2019,

during former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's

administration, previously served as the Finance

Minister from 2008 to 2010. According to the MMA Act,

the Governor and Deputy Governor of the central bank

can be appointed or dismissed by the President with

Parliament's advice. [the edition]

Against this backdrop, the Public Accounts Committee

recommended Hashim's dismissal to President

Mohamed Muizzu, accusing him of neglecting his

duties. The committee also summoned Governor Ali

Hashim, Auditor General Hussain Niyaz, and

Commissioner of Taxation Hassan Zareer for a meeting

on July 7 to address inquiries regarding the country's
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financial state. However, the meeting was later

dropped from the committee's agenda, and no

reasons for the change were provided. [The Sun 1]

[The Sun 2]

Maldives: No more indefinite detention;

issues now with court delays, Prosecutor

General says

(lm) In the Maldives, Prosecutor General Hussain

Shameem addressed concerns regarding indefinite

detention, stating that the resolution of this issue does

not fall within the jurisdiction of the Prosecutor

General's Office. He clarified that the problem

primarily lies with delays in the judicial process. This

statement was made in response to queries raised

during a parliament session, following a protest

against indefinite detention pending trial.

Shameem explained that the Criminal Procedure Act

mandates detentions based on specific categories of

crimes. He noted that the law should clearly state

which types of offenses warrant pre-trial detention and

which do not. Shameem also highlighted that while the

law provides for a scheduled timeline for trials, the

courts often do not adhere to this, leading to delays

and extended detentions without a set trial date. He

emphasized that effective scheduling and faster court

proceedings would eliminate the issue of indefinite

detention. [the edition]

Maldives: Government to draft asset

recovery bill to combat corruption

(lm) The Maldivian government has begun drafting an

asset recovery bill to reclaim state funds and property

lost to fraud and corruption. Announced by President

Mohamed Muizzu during a rally at the ruling PNC's

headquarters, the initiative aims to take practical

action against corruption. The president emphasized

the difficulties of asset recovery under current laws

and stated that the new bill would help recover state

funds, including those held abroad. This legislation is

part of a broader effort to ensure accountability and

reclaim assets linked to corrupt practices.

Muizzu, formerly the Housing Minister during

President Abdulla Yameen's administration, also

addressed the so-called MMPRC graft case, promising

to recover the lost funds and punish those involved. He

affirmed the government's commitment to identifying
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and holding accountable the perpetrators of the theft.

[avas]

The MMPRC graft case is one of the largest corruption

scandals in the Maldives, involving the embezzlement

of funds from the Maldives Marketing and Public

Relations Corporation (MMPRC). The case centers on

the misappropriation of millions of dollars in state

funds intended for tourism development. These funds

were instead siphoned off through a complex network

involving government officials, business figures, and

international entities.

Maldives: Audit underway to identify

cause for delay in development of police

buildings

(lm) In the Maldives, Commissioner of Police Ali Shujau

announced that an audit is currently underway to

investigate the delays in the construction of police

buildings on various local islands, despite payments

having been made to the contractor. This statement

was made in response to a question from a lawmaker

during a session of Parliament's Committee on

National Security Services.

The project, which involved an agreement with India's

Indira Project Joint Venture Company to build 41 police

buildings across 61 atolls, faced issues when India's

Exim Bank could not extend the necessary loan.

Despite this, the Maldivian government had already

paid 15 percent of the project's cost, amounting to

USD 3.6 million, to the contractor. Further

communications regarding the project and the use of

these funds have been unclear. [the edition]

Maldives: Ministry to establish

development bank, financial authority at

SME Hub

(lm) In the Maldives, the Ministry of Economic

Development and Trade plans to establish a

development bank and financial authority within the

Business Center Corporation (BCC)-run SME Hub.

The development bank aims to support sustainable

economic and social projects, including urban

development initiatives, and enhance funding

opportunities through syndication financing.

Simultaneously, the financial authority will focus on

legal frameworks for onshore and offshore financing

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-ci/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-cd/


services, bolstering the Maldives' financial sector

competitiveness and attracting foreign investment.

[The Sun]

Nepal: Unified Marxist-Leninists call for

Prime Minister Dahal's immediate

resignation amid political turmoil

(ps) The Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) (CPN-UML) party has demanded that Prime

Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal resign immediately,

citing the country's urgent need for effective

governance amidst natural disasters. The UML's call

comes ahead of Dahal's scheduled confidence vote on

July 12. The UML argues that a minority government

cannot make crucial decisions and fears Dahal might

manipulate politics if he remains in power. Dahal,

however, insists on adhering to constitutional

provisions and refuses to resign, potentially delaying

the formation of a new government. [The Kathmandu

Post1] [The Kathmandu Post2]

Concurrently, the CPN-UML has withdrawn its support

from the Pushpa Kamal Dahal-led government,

reducing it to a minority and leading to the resignation

of its ministers. In Lumbini, Chief Minister Jokh

Bahadur Mahara's government lost the support of the

UML and five UML ministers resigned. In

Sudurpashchim, the government led by Dirgha

Bahadur Sodari is in a minority. Other resignations of

three ministers are from the Janata Samajwadi Party

(JSP), led by Ashok Rai. Pradeep Yadav, the Minister for

Health and Population, Nawal Kishor Shah, the

Minister for Forests and Environment and Hasina

Khan, the Minister of State for Health, submitted their

resignations on July 5. PM Dahal now needs to take

care of 10 ministries in total following all resignations

of opposite parties. [The Kathmandu Post3] [The

Kathmandu Post4] [My Republica]

However, ministers from the Rastriya Swatantra Party

(RSP) have decided not to resign immediately from the

government despite previous plans to do so. They

returned from the prime minister’s residence without

submitting their resignations after PM Dahal requested

their continued support, as he plans to seek a

confidence vote in Parliament. The RSP ministers

agreed to remain for now and suggested that Dahal

initiate the confidence vote process soon. This decision

follows the CPN-UML's withdrawal of support, which

has left Dahal's government in a minority. [The

Kathmandu Post5]
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The main opposition Nepali Congress and the ruling

CPN-UML have formed a new alliance, likely leading to

the collapse of Prime Minister Dahal's government. If

he loses, a new government will form under Section 76

(2). The agreement between Congress President Deuba

and UML Chairman Oli includes sharing the prime

ministership and controlling key ministries. In contrast,

the Janata Samajwadi Party (JSP) led by Ashok Rai and

the Loktantrik Samajwadi Party (LSP) has decided to

support the alliance between the Nepali Congress and

the CPN-UML. [AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1] [Nepal News1]

[Nepal News2]

Nepal: Rastriya Swatantra Party suspends

general secretary as leadership rift grows

(lm) In a notable escalation, the Rastriya Swatantra

Party (RSP), a coalition partner of the ruling

government, has suspended its General Secretary,

Mukul Dhakal, for a week due to disciplinary concerns.

This decision was made by the party’s central

committee after Dhakal publicly criticized party chief

and Deputy Prime Minister Rabi Lamichhane, accusing

him of evading responsibility and tarnishing the party’s

reputation.

Dhakal’s suspension follows a fierce criticism he made

based on a nationwide consultation he led after the

April by-elections. In his report, Dhakal warned that the

party was headed for an accident and needed radical

steps to avert disaster. He accused Lamichhane of

failing the party and insisted that the RSP should not

be seen merely as Lamichhane’s party. [AIR No. 27,

July/2024, 1]

Dhakal prepared his critical report after touring 38

districts and interacting with over 2,000 people.

Despite the controversy, Dhakal argued that his

actions were in line with the party's statutes and

refused to provide a clarification to the disciplinary

committee, claiming his authority as general secretary.

The party’s disciplinary commission is now tasked with

investigating Dhakal’s conduct further. Meanwhile, the

internal conflict has raised concerns about the party’s

unity and its ability to function effectively amidst

leadership disputes.

Nepal: Unified Socialist party re-elects

Madhav Kumar Nepal as chair
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(ps) Madhav Kumar Nepal and Ghanashyam Bhusal

have been unanimously re-elected as party chair and

general secretary of the Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Socialist), a junior partner in the current

government coalition, during the party's general

convention. The Unified Socialist, the sixth largest

party in Nepal's federal House of Representatives with

10 members, decided to hold elections for 19 other

office bearer positions. The convention has seen

participation from 1,875 representatives nationwide,

who will elect these office bearers and 299 central

committee members.

Initially, former Prime Minister Jhalanath Khanal and

Bhusal had also staked claims to the position of party

chair. However, Khanal's nomination for praesidium

membership removed him from the race, leaving

Nepal and Bhusal as the main candidates.

Additionally, the general convention has approved

socialism as the official party line. The guiding principle

will be People’s Multiparty Democracy (PMD), a key

component of socialist programs championed by the

late Madan Bhandari, a prominent Nepalese politician

and influential leader of the Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML). The PMD

combines Marxist-Leninist principles with democratic

values, enabling the party to participate in

parliamentary politics effectively.

Speaking against this backdrop, Nepal said in a brief

interview that he views his re-election as a

reaffirmation of the party's split from the CPN-UML in

mid-2021. He highlighted that the party’s opposition

played a crucial role in thwarting then-Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli's attempts to dissolve the House of

Representatives in 2020 and 2021, which were later

annulled by the Supreme Court. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Experts call for clear justification

in constitution revision

(ps) Against the larger backdrop of an agreement

between the main opposition Nepali Congress and the

Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist)

(CPN-UML) to form a new ruling alliance and amend

the constitution, experts in Nepal have emphasized the

need for a clear rationale and broad consultations

before amending the constitution, which was

promulgated nine years ago.

Proposed amendments include addressing grievances

related to provincial boundaries, such as those of the

Tharu community, and revising the electoral system
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while maintaining inclusion and representation. Other

proposed changes aim to improve coordination and

address jurisdictional overlaps among constitutional

commissions, ensure the immediate implementation

of fundamental rights, and base the delineation of

electoral constituencies on population and

geographical area.

Bipin Adhikari, a professor at Kathmandu University

School of Law, emphasizes the need for thorough

homework and broad acceptability. He proposes

forming an expert panel to study the required changes

and seek national consensus. Senior advocate Purna

Man Shakya, who teaches at Nepal Law Campus,

advocates for electoral system revisions for stability,

suggesting changes be tested at the provincial level

first.

Tula Narayan Shah, a political analyst, criticizes the

push for a full first-past-the-post (FPTP) system,

arguing it would re-establish dominance of the Khas-

Arya – a socio-ethnic group that originated in the

Karnali region of Nepal and parts of northwest India -

in Parliament and marginalize minority groups. The

mixed electoral system was adopted after the end of

the country’s decade-long civil war in 2006 to ensure

representation of marginalized communities. The

proportional representation system reduced Khas-Arya

dominance in Parliament from seventy percent to

thirty-five percent, later increased to fifty-five percent

under the 2015 constitution with a sixty percent FPTP

proportion. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Concerns grow over nominee for

election commissioner position

(lm) Concerns are growing over the nomination of

Krishna Man Pradhan for the position of election

commissioner in Nepal. The Parliamentary Hearing

Committee postponed his hearing indefinitely after a

woman accused Pradhan of sexual exploitation,

claiming he had sexually exploited her for five years

until last year. The woman settled the case out of court

after Pradhan paid her NPR 10 million (USD 75,000) in

compensation, a decision she made under economic

duress, hoping for a well-paying job he promised. She

presented an audio recording as evidence of her

exploitation.

The hearing committee, chaired by Pashupati

Shumsher Rana, is taking the accusations seriously,

recognizing the importance of endorsing candidates

with high moral integrity for constitutional positions.

The committee is studying the evidence provided by
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the complainant carefully, with members expressing

the need for more time to make the right decision. A

two-thirds majority of the 15-member committee can

reject the nomination.

The controversy has raised questions about the

Constitutional Council's vetting process. The council,

headed by Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal and

including other top officials, had unanimously

nominated Pradhan. Legal experts criticize the council

for not properly vetting Pradhan's background,

suggesting ulterior motives might be at play. Pradhan,

currently the executive director of the Nepal Law

Society, is well-connected with political and judicial

leaders, further complicating the situation. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Central bank governor blames

regulatory gaps for cooperative crisis

(lm) The governor of Nepal’s central bank, Maha

Prasad Adhikari, has attributed the country’s

cooperatives crisis to regulatory gaps, identifying

unlimited expansion, unregulated deposits, and

undefined operational boundaries as key factors. The

preliminary findings of a parliamentary special probe

committee indicate that the cooperative sector is

nearing collapse due to inefficient regulation by

government bodies.

The special probe committee, formed on May 28 and

led by Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) (CPN-UML) lawmaker Surya Thapa, has been

investigating the issue and held its eleventh meeting

earlier this week. Discussions with top officials from

government agencies and various commissions

revealed that cooperatives operating within defined

limits are functioning efficiently, while those breaching

their bounds face significant problems.

The committee, which includes members from

multiple political parties, has three months to

complete its investigation. They have spoken with

regulatory and law enforcement officials, and

Governor Adhikari emphasized the need for a powerful

regulatory body to oversee the sector. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Attorney Ram Kumar Thapa

appointed to Foreign Employment

Tribunal
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(ps) Attorney Ram Kumar Thapa has been appointed as

a member of the Foreign Employment Tribunal by the

Nepalese government. The Cabinet also decided to

present bills to amend the Economic Work Procedure

and Fiscal Accountability Act, 2076, and the Nepal Legal

Practitioners' Council Act, 2050, in the federal

parliament. Additionally, the government accepted a

grant from Japan for civil employee scholarships,

extended the loan-sharking investigation commission's

term, and approved land acquisitions for various

infrastructure projects. [Nepal News]

Nepal: Human Rights Commission urges

to classify war crimes, crimes against

humanity as non-amnestiable offenses

(ps) Nepal’s National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC) has emphasized that war crimes and crimes

against humanity should be classified as non-

amnestiable offenses in the Enforced Disappearances

Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act, a

legislative framework established to address and

investigate human rights violations that occurred

during the country’s decade-long civil conflict from

1996 to 2006. This stance, outlined in the NHRC’s

report "The National Human Rights Commission and

Transitional Justice," comes as Nepal's major political

parties are working to finalize amendments to the Act.

The current Act and its proposed amendments do not

include provisions for war crimes, crimes against

humanity, or the issues of child combatants.

The NHRC's 150-page report advocates for categorizing

serious human rights violations, such as murder,

enforced disappearances, abductions, torture, and

sexual violence, as non-amnestiable. Since its inception

in 2002, the NHRC has investigated over a thousand

cases from the decades-long insurgency and

recommended action against 222 individuals, including

high-ranking officials. Despite government reluctance

to act on these recommendations, the NHRC has

publicly named perpetrators in recent years.

Negotiations among political leaders continue over the

classification of murder as a serious human rights

violation, addressing minor Maoist soldiers, and

sentence reduction. They also remain divided on

whether victims who refuse reconciliation should have

the right to seek legal recourse.

The NHRC asserts that killing unarmed individuals or

those not involved in conflict is a serious violation of

human rights and should not be eligible for amnesty.

Amnesty for other violations should require the
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victim's written consent. The NHRC also insists on

justice for child Maoist combatants, identifying their

use in conflict as a war crime under international law.

A group of former child soldiers has petitioned the

Supreme Court to prosecute former Maoist leaders,

with a hearing scheduled for September.

The NHRC supports reduced sentencing for

perpetrators who cooperate with investigations, a

common practice in transitional justice processes

internationally. The commission will participate in

recommending officials for transitional justice

mechanisms only if there is a firm commitment from

political leaders to amend the Act. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Vegetable prices soar after floods

and landslides ravage crops

(ps) Recent floods and landslides in Nepal have caused

significant disruptions in the vegetable supply chain to

the Kathmandu Valley, pushing prices to record highs.

Many standing crops have been damaged, leading to a

drastic increase in the prices of vegetables such as

tomatoes, potatoes, and leafy greens. The retail price

of most vegetables has crossed USD 0.75 per kilogram,

and further price hikes are expected due to continued

rainfall and supply chain issues. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: President Zardari signs

controversial bill allowing retired judges

in election tribunals

(ss) Pakistan's President Asif Ali Zardari recently signed

the controversial Elections (Amendment) Bill into law.

This legislation grants the Election Commission of

Pakistan (ECP) the authority to appoint retired high

court judges to election tribunals, bypassing the

requirement to consult chief justices of relevant apex

courts. The bill, which passed through the National

Assembly on June 28 and the Senate on July 4 amidst

strong opposition protests, amends Section 140 of the

Elections Act, 2017.

The rationale behind the amendment, as stated in the

bill, underscores the heavy backlog of cases in high

courts, making it challenging for serving judges to

promptly adjudicate election petitions. By allowing

retired judges to serve on election tribunals, the aim is

to expedite the resolution of electoral disputes
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concerning the National Assembly, Senate, provincial

assemblies, and local governments.

Simultaneously, a judicial controversy has arisen over

the authority to appoint these tribunals. The Lahore

High Court (LHC) had previously asserted its chief

justice's primacy in such appointments, a decision

contested by the ECP. This dispute prompted the

Supreme Court to intervene, suspending the LHC's

notification to form eight election tribunals in Punjab.

[Dawn]

Pakistan: Court reserves verdict on

reserved parliamentary seats for Imran

Khan-backed party

(lm) Pakistan's Supreme Court recently concluded

hearings on petitions challenging the denial of

reserved parliamentary seats to the Sunni Ittehad

Council (SIC), a party supported by incarcerated former

Prime Minister Imran Khan. This legal challenge arose

following the February 8 general elections, where

Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, facing

electoral symbol issues, had its candidates contest as

independents. After winning the most seats among

independents, they later joined the SIC to seek

reserved seats allocated for women and religious

minorities based on proportional representation rules.

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) initially

ruled in March against granting additional reserved

seats to the SIC, a decision later upheld by the

Peshawar High Court. However, the Supreme Court

intervened, suspending 77 lawmakers from Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif's coalition, which lost its

parliamentary majority.

Thus, the outcome of the Supreme Court's decision will

influence parliamentary composition and the stability

of Sharif's coalition government, formed with a simple

majority after the hung parliament resulting from the

elections. Imran Khan and the PTI have contested the

election results, alleging widespread rigging, which the

ECP denies, adding to the political tensions

surrounding this legal dispute over parliamentary

seats. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Appeals court upholds

conviction of jailed ex-Prime Minister

Khan, wife for unlawful marriage
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(lm) An appeals court in Pakistan has upheld the

conviction and seven-year prison sentence of former

Prime Minister Imran Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi,

for their unlawful 2018 marriage. The court found that

the couple violated Islamic law, which mandates a

three-month waiting period for a woman before

remarrying after divorce. Bushra Bibi's former

husband claimed they divorced in November 2017,

while Bibi stated it was in August 2017.

The decision was met with strong condemnation from

Khan's supporters and his political party, Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), who had hoped for bail. Khan's

supporters argue that the charges against him are

politically motivated.

This ruling follows a pattern of legal challenges for

Khan since his ousting from power in 2022 through a

no-confidence vote. He faces over 150 court cases,

including allegations of inciting violence after his arrest

in May 2023. He is currently serving multiple prison

terms at Adiala prison in Rawalpindi. [abc news]

Pakistan: Government authorizes top spy

agency to tap calls, messages in ‘interest

of national security’

(lm) The Pakistani federal government has authorized

the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) agency to intercept

phone calls and messages under Section 54 of the

Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organization) Act,

1996, citing national security concerns. This move,

announced via a recent notification, grants ISI officers

of a certain rank the authority to conduct surveillance

and trace telecommunications in response to

perceived threats.

The decision follows controversy over unauthorized

surveillance revealed during court hearings, prompting

concerns about privacy rights and legal oversight.

Critics, including opposition leader Omar Ayub Khan,

have labeled the notification a "black law," expressing

concerns about broad definitions of national security

and potential misuse of surveillance powers. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Leader of opposition says police

raided home to arrest him in ‘terrorism’

case
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(ss) Omar Ayub Khan, the leader of the opposition in

Pakistan's National Assembly and general secretary of

the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

party, reported that police raided his home in

Islamabad on July 7 following the issuance of arrest

warrants by an anti-terrorism court (ATC). The PTI later

claimed that Omar was not at home during the raid

and is now in a safe place, adding that police had failed

to obtain the necessary permission from the National

Assembly speaker before the raid.

The warrants relate to the May 9 riots, where PTI

supporters attacked government and military buildings

after the arrest of PTI founder and former Prime

Minister Imran Khan. Many PTI leaders are currently in

prison or evading arrest, claiming the charges against

them are politically motivated. Despite the

government's denial of persecuting PTI, the party faces

increasing crackdowns.

Against this backdrop, Omar later stated that the raid

demonstrates the lack of rule of law in Pakistan and

affirmed PTI's commitment to a lawful struggle. [Dawn]

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Tax authority blocks 210,000 SIM

cards to encourage tax payment

(lm) Pakistan's tax authority, the Federal Board of

Revenue (FBR), has blocked 210,000 SIM cards of users

who have not filed their tax returns, aiming to widen

the country's tax base. Despite a population of over

240 million, only 5.2 million people filed income tax

returns in 2022. The FBR issued the directive in April

and has since reinstated 62,000 of the blocked SIM

cards for those who paid their taxes.

The move is part of Pakistan's effort to increase its

revenue base, which is hindered by a largely

undocumented economy. Pakistan has over 192

million cellphone subscribers, and SIM cards must be

registered with a national identity number.

The Pakistani government is under pressure to

mobilize its resources and has sought more loans from

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to balance its

budget, with the IMF urging Islamabad to increase its

revenue collection efforts.

The telecommunications industry has expressed

concern, arguing that access to telecom services is

essential for fundamental services like information,

education, and emergency services. They advocate for

technological solutions to improve tax collection

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-au/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-fl/


instead of abrupt measures that could disrupt critical

services. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government defends

legitimate'' ban of X amid national

security concerns

(ss) The Pakistani government stated it had imposed a

legitimate ban on the social media platform X, citing

national security concerns on July 8. This statement

was part of the interior ministry's written response

submitted to the Sindh High Court (SHC) regarding

several petitions challenging the ban and suspension

of internet services.

Authorities have blocked X, formerly known as Twitter,

since February 17 following protests over allegations of

vote rigging in a general election held earlier that

month. Digital rights activists and groups have

criticized the shutdown, calling it a violation of civil

liberties.

However, the interior ministry asserted that the ban

does not violate Article 19 of the constitution, which

guarantees freedom of speech and expression. The

decision to ban Twitter/X is a legitimate exercise of the

Government’s authority to manage social media

platforms. It addresses real national security and

public safety concerns and is made with the intention

of promoting responsible and lawful communication in

society

Pakistani authorities have faced ongoing challenges in

regulating social media content through various

legislations, leading to accusations of suppressing

opposition. In May, the government established the

National Cyber Crimes Investigation Agency (NCCIA)

under the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA)

2016 to investigate electronic crimes. This move was

seen by digital rights activists as another attempt to

restrain online criticism.

The NCCIA, approved by the caretaker government of

Prime Minister Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar last year, took over

cybercrime investigations from the Federal

Investigation Agency (FIA). While the government

claims this initiative is meant to protect digital rights,

encourage responsible internet use, and prevent hate

speech and disinformation, digital rights activists argue

that successive governments have created or amended

laws to curb online dissent and criminalize journalists

and activists, thereby restricting freedom of speech

and expression. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: TikTok says took down 20

million videos this year for violating

guidelines

(lm) TikTok removed around 20 million videos in

Pakistan in the first quarter of 2024 for violating

community guidelines, according to the platform's

Community Guidelines Enforcement Report. The

platform, popular worldwide with over a billion active

users, previously took down 11.7 million videos from

Pakistan in July 2023 for similar reasons.

The app has faced multiple bans in Pakistan since

October 2020 due to complaints about "immoral,

obscene, and vulgar" content. Despite these bans,

which were reversed after TikTok assured control over

objectionable content, the platform continues to

enforce its guidelines rigorously. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Karachi IT engineer murders

boss over unpaid salaries, spotlighting

economic crisis

(lm) In Karachi, Pakistan's largest city and premier

industrial and financial center, the arrest of a software

engineer for the murder of his CEO has brought

attention to Pakistan's profound economic struggles.

The IT engineer had earlier resigned from his position

as a web developer due to three months of unpaid

salaries. His brother, who works at the same company,

emphasized the financial strain on his brother's family,

compounded by the recent birth of his youngest son.

The incident parallels another recent event in Sindh

province, where a father buried his daughter alive due

to financial inability to afford her medical treatment.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif calls for

improving goods transportation at

Karachi port

(lm) During his visit to Karachi, Pakistan's largest city

and home to the country's busiest seaports, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif directed authorities to

improve goods transportation at Karachi port to boost

Pakistan's trade and support its fragile economy. Sharif

highlighted Pakistan's strategic geographical position
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and its potential to serve as a key trade route for

Central Asian states, citing recent interest from these

nations and his meetings with Russian President

Vladimir Putin and Central Asian leaders.

Sharif instructed that the Lyari Expressway, a key

highway that facilitates north-south traffic flow in the

city, remain open round the clock for uninterrupted

cargo transport and suggested connecting the Malir

Expressway, an under-construction infrastructure

project, with the seaport. He also emphasized

enhancing the railway system to facilitate goods

movement to the port, installing state-of-the-art

scanning machinery, and reducing customs clearance

time with modern equipment at Karachi Port Trust and

Port Qasim.

Pakistan aims to leverage its position to become a

pivotal trade and transit hub connecting Central Asia

with the world, investing in infrastructure projects

under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

initiative, a flagship project under Beijing's Belt and

Road Initiative. Sharif is also scheduled to meet with

Karachi’s business community to discuss increasing

national income, business facilities, and reforms in the

export and import sectors. Important decisions are

expected to follow these meetings. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Key coalition partner urges

consensus before finalizing decision on

anti-militancy operation

(ss) On July 8, Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, chairman of the

major coalition partner Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),

emphasized the need for consensus among all

stakeholders at the upcoming All Parties Conference

(APC) to decide on an operation to eliminate militants

in Pakistan.

His statement came shortly after Pakistan’s top military

leaders expressed concern over the unwarranted

criticism of the new operation, stating it would help the

government address security challenges that affect

investor confidence in Pakistan.

Last month, Pakistan’s top national security body

announced the launch of Operation Azm-e-Istehkaam

due to a rise in militant violence. Leading opposition

groups, including Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) party, criticized the announcement, arguing

it lacked parliamentary debate. [AiR No. 26, June/2024,

4]
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In response to the opposition's reaction, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif's office clarified that "no large-

scale military operation" would be initiated in Pakistan.

The decision to launch the operation came amid a

surge in militant violence across the country and after

a top Chinese leader expressed concerns about attacks

on Chinese nationals working on various projects in

Pakistan. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Former senator among five

killed in blast in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

province

(ss) A former Pakistani senator, Hidayat Ullah Khan,

was among five people killed in a blast on July 3 while

campaigning for an upcoming by-election in the

northwestern Bajaur district of Pakistan’s Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, which borders

Afghanistan.

Khan, who served as an independent senator from

2018 to 2024, was the son of former National

Assembly member Hajji Bismillah Khan and the

younger brother of ex-KP governor Shaukat Ullah

Khan. He was supporting his nephew Najeeb Ullah

Khan, an independent candidate for the provincial

assembly seat in Bajaur, where polling is scheduled for

July 11. The election was rescheduled after

independent candidate Rehan Zeb was killed in

February, leading to the postponement.

The Pakistani Taliban (TTP) denied responsibility for

the blast, accusing the Pakistan Army of the attack to

ruin their reputation. In a statement, the TTP clarified

that their targets are strictly security forces and their

personnel. [Arab News 1]

The attacks came just days after the Pakistani

government announced a new anti-terrorism

operation, “Azm-e-Istehkam” or Resolve for Stability, to

combat militants. The operation follows a surge in

militant attacks, with over 300 terrorism-related deaths

reported this year. Islamabad attributes the increase in

attacks to militants operating from Afghanistan, while

Kabul denies supporting such activities.

Shortly after the announcement, a jirga — a traditional

assembly of tribal elders and political leaders — met in

Peshawar, organized by the main opposition Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, to discuss the anti-

terrorism operation. The jirga unanimously rejected

the government's plan, calling instead for peace in the

militancy-hit tribal areas of northwestern Pakistan. [AiR

No. 27, July/2024, 1]
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In response to the attack, Pakistan’s security forces

conducted an intelligence-based operation in Bajaur,

resulting in the death of a high-profile terrorist. [Arab

News 2]

In related developments, the KP government will

deploy approximately 40,000 security personnel to

maintain law and order during the Islamic month of

Muharram. Muharram, the first month of the Islamic

lunar calendar, marks the anniversary of the Battle of

Karbala, where Imam Hussein, the grandson of

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), was martyred. The

month witnesses religious processions by Shia

Muslims across Pakistan, necessitating elaborate

security measures.

KP Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur chaired a high-

level meeting to review security arrangements. The

meeting concluded that special contingents of the

Frontier Constabulary (FC) and the Pakistan Army

would also be deployed to secure processions and

gatherings, which will take place in 14 districts of the

province. Eight of these districts are considered "most

sensitive," while the rest are labeled "sensitive." [Arab

News 3]

Pakistan: Security forces kill militant

commander behind deadly Gilgit-Baltistan

bus attack

(ss) Pakistani security forces have killed militant

commander Shah Faisal, who was behind a deadly bus

attack on a highway in Pakistan’s administrative

territory of Gilgit-Baltistan last December. The attack

resulted in the deaths of nine passengers and injuries

to 21 others. The incident occurred when militants

fired at a bus traveling from Gilgit to Rawalpindi,

causing it to crash and catch fire.

The operation to eliminate Faisal took place in the

Darel Valley of Diamer district, a region with a history

of extremist violence. The action was part of an

intelligence-based operation initiated after the arrest

and interrogation of three facilitators who identified

Faisal as the mastermind. During the operation, Faisal

resisted and was killed in the ensuing exchange of fire.

Two security personnel sustained minor injuries but

are in stable condition. [Dawn] [Radio Pakistan] [Arab

News]
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Pakistan: Sindh requests additional

security forces for Muharram

(ss) The Pakistan Ministry of Interior has approved the

deployment of Army, Rangers, and Frontier Corps (FC)

personnel in Sindh during Muharram, following a

request from the provincial government due to

security concerns. Troops will be deployed under

Sections 4 and 5 of the Anti-Terrorism Act 1997 to

assist civil administration. The deployment aims to

enhance security ahead of Youm-e-Ashur on July 17,

marking the observance of Muharram across Pakistan.

[The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Senior counter-terrorism

official, passerby killed in Karachi gun

attack

(lm) A senior counter-terrorism official and a passerby

were killed in a gun attack in Karachi, Pakistan. No

group has claimed responsibility for the attack,

although Counter-Terrorism Department officers have

been receiving threats. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: SJB parliamentary group rules

out national government

(lm) In Sri Lanka, the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB)

parliamentary group unanimously approved a

resolution stating that the party will not support any

national government under President Ranil

Wickremesinghe. SJB General Secretary Ranjith

Madduma Bandara announced this decision,

reaffirming their stance from two years ago. [Daily

Mirror]

The SJB, which translates to the United People's Power,

was established in early 2020 as a breakaway faction

from the United National Party (UNP). The formation of

the SJB was spearheaded by Sajith Premadasa, the son

of former President Ranasinghe Premadasa. The party

was formed by members dissatisfied with the

leadership of the UNP, particularly its then-leader,

President Wickremesinghe.

Sri Lanka: Fundamental rights petition

filed with Supreme Court to halt

presidential election
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(lm) A fundamental rights petition has been filed in the

Supreme Court of Sri Lanka to prevent the Election

Commission from conducting the Presidential Election

until a decision is made on the tenure of incumbent

President Ranil Wickremesinghe.

Specifically, the issue involves determining whether his

term should end in November 2024 or if it extends

further. This confusion arises from the fact that

Wickremesinghe assumed office in July 2022, after the

previous President, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, resigned.

According to the Sri Lankan Constitution, a President's

five-year term does not change even if they step down

and another person takes over. This rule has led to the

current debate on the exact end date of

Wickremesinghe’s term. [Daily Mirror 1]

The Attorney General has urged the Supreme Court to

dismiss the fundamental rights petition at the

beginning of proceedings. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission reminds of

in-force election law

(lm) The Election Commission (EC) of Sri Lanka has

reaffirmed the ongoing validity of the election law

amidst postponed and incomplete local government

polling. In a statement, the EC emphasized that during

this period, political parties, groups, and candidates

are prohibited from engaging in promotional activities,

and the use of state property for such purposes is

strictly forbidden. The EC asserted that any violation of

election laws during this period will be subject to legal

penalties. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Opposition lawmakers

complain with Election Commission over

government projects

(lm) On July 2, a group of opposition lawmakers

submitted a complaint to Sri Lanka's Election

Commission, urging it to prevent the government from

using certain projects to gain electoral advantages. The

MPs accused the government of using public funds,

equivalent to nearly USD 29 million, under the guise of

regional development projects to promote political

parties and candidates ahead of the upcoming

presidential election.

The complaint also highlighted issues with the

decentralized budget, where funds were allegedly
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allocated only to selected MPs, and mentioned a

recent transfer of approximately USD 28.88 million to

the President's expenditure head.

The MPs called for urgent action to ensure a free and

fair election, including transparency in government

spending and preventing the use of public resources

for political promotion. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Parliamentarians under IRD

radar for possible tax-related frauds

(lm) Sri Lanka’s The Inland Revenue Department (IRD)

is scrutinizing parliamentarians for potential

involvement in tax fraud as part of efforts to widen the

tax net and increase state revenue. This move aligns

with the country's new anti-corruption law requiring

MPs to declare their assets.

The initiative follows a series of measures aimed at

boosting revenue collection as per the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) program. Despite recent tax rate

increases, the government has also focused on

strengthening the revenue collection mechanism,

achieving a six percent surplus in tax revenue for the

first quarter of 2024. The government aims to collect

roughly USD 13.55 billion in revenue for the year, with

contributions from Sri Lankan Customs, the Excise

Department, and the IRD. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Tourism earnings top USD 1.5

billion in first half of 2024

(lm) In the first half of 2024, earnings of Sri Lanka's

tourism sector surpassed USD 1.5 billion, a 77 percent

increase compared to the same period last year. June

alone saw earnings of USD 151.1 million, up 23 percent

year-on-year, despite a decrease in arrivals. The

country welcomed 1,010,249 tourists in the first six

months, aiming for 2.4 million by year-end with

anticipated earnings between USD 3.5 to 4.0 billion.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Inwards remittances amount to

USD 3.14 billion in first half of 2024

(lm) In the first half of 2024, Sri Lankan migrant

workers sent home USD 3.14 billion, marking an 11.4

percent increase compared to the same period in
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2023. In June alone, remittances amounted to USD

519.6 million, slightly lower than May's USD 544.4

million but higher than June 2023's USD 475.7 million.

The inflow of funds has been particularly significant

given the foreign currency shortage experienced in

early 2022, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic

and political turmoil.

Worker remittances remain one of the top sources of

foreign exchange for the country. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President criticizes some

human rights lawyers for defending drug

criminals

(lm) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

criticized some human rights lawyers for defending

drug criminals, emphasizing that drug trafficking poses

a greater threat to the nation than terrorism. Speaking

at a workshop, he stressed the need for collective

efforts to combat drug abuse and safeguard future

generations, particularly as the country recovers from

economic challenges. He also highlighted recent steps

taken to maintain law and order, including the

establishment of community police committees to

address issues linked to drug trafficking and addiction.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 3,000 lives lost due to

suicides annually

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Health recently reported

that suicides claim over 3,000 lives annually, making it

the leading cause of intentional injury-related deaths in

the country. This statistic was highlighted during the

National Injury Prevention Week, observed from July 1

to July 5. Health officials emphasized the significant

public health challenge posed by suicides and called

for enhanced mental health support services,

community awareness programs, and effective suicide

prevention strategies to address this alarming trend.

[Daily Mirror]
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and National Security in

Southeast Asia 

 

Brunei: First special needs school

launched

(dql) Brunei has officially launched its first school for

special needs students, the Al-Ameerah Al-Hajjah

Maryam School. Prince Abdul Mateen officiated the

opening ceremony, highlighting the school's

commitment to providing every child, regardless of

abilities, with opportunities to learn and grow.

The school offers personalized learning programs,

specialized resources, and a dedicated team of

educators to support each student's success.

Additionally, it provides rehabilitation services and

aims to create a nurturing environment for all

individuals. [The Star]

Cambodia: Ten environmental activists,

including ‘Mother Nature’ members jailed

(lvw) On July 2 ten members of environmental activist

group Mother Nature Cambodia were sentenced to six

to eight years in prison for plotting against the

government and insulting the king. Four activists were

arrested immediately after the verdict, while five

others were sentenced in absentia. The activists, who

exposed illegal logging and pollution in the Tonle Sap

River from 2012 to 2021, faced charges stemming from

documenting these environmental issues. [BBC] [The

Guardian]

The trial, lasting only 22 hours over five hearings, has

been widely condemned by rights groups and foreign

diplomats as politically motivated and an attempt to

silence environmental activism. Observers from the

EU, Australia, Amnesty International, and other
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organizations have called for their immediate release,

criticizing the Cambodian government's use of

restrictive laws to stifle dissent and protect special

interests. Human Rights Watch and Cambodian human

rights NGO Licadho criticized the verdict, emphasizing

the criminalization of youth advocating for

environmental protection (see AiR No. 24, Jun/2024, 2).

[Al Jazeera]

Supporters marched in protest, and the arrests

following the court verdict were reportedly violent.

Despite the crackdown, the activists remain committed

to their cause, urging supporters to continue fighting

for Cambodia's environment. The trial highlights

ongoing tensions over Cambodia’s natural resources,

with environmentalists facing threats, arrests, and

even killings. [Reuters]

The Mother Nature group has faced growing

restrictions under Prime Minister Hun Manet's rule.

Their trial, which revives charges dormant since 2020,

occurs amid increasing concerns about political

freedom in Cambodia. Arrested activist Chandaravuth,

24, told the crowd, “If we don’t protect our country, we

will be victims in the future. If we are afraid today, we

will be suffering tomorrow.” [Mongabay]

The Cambodian government dismissed Western and

activist concerns over the sentences, asserting the

judiciary's independence and that legal actions were

taken against those violating laws, not merely for

exposing environmental issues. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: “Food diplomacy” to be

embraced

(lvw) Cambodia is set to embrace food diplomacy as a

significant aspect of its economic diplomacy strategy,

promoting the nation's culture through cuisine. Eat

Sophea, Secretary of State and Personal Adviser to

Prime Minister Hun Manet, emphasized its importance

during the Closing Ceremony of the “Culinary

Diplomacy Training Course” on July 3 at the National

Institute of Diplomacy and International Relations.

Ms. Sophea encouraged diplomats to use food

diplomacy strategically to enhance Cambodia’s global

cultural presence and achieve economic benefits. She

also congratulated the 20 diplomats on completing the

course. This approach aims to boost agricultural

exports, attract investment, and increase tourism,

thereby advancing Cambodia's cultural and economic

presence on the global stage. [EAC News] [Khmer

Times]
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Cambodia: Steps to combat gender-based

violence to be taken

(lvw) The Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MoWA), in

collaboration with United Nations Population Fund and

Child Helpline Cambodia, held a meeting to review the

progress of the GBV Safe App, designed to prevent and

report gender-based violence (GBV). Hou Samith,

Secretary of State at MoWA, stated that the app aims

to provide accessible services and emergency support

for GBV victims.

UNFPA data shows that 21 percent of women in

Cambodia have experienced partner violence, but GBV

remains underreported due to harmful social norms

and inadequate systems, with over 50 percent of

women not reporting incidents. Other GBV forms in

Cambodia include child marriage, workplace

harassment, trafficking, and technology-facilitated

abuse.

On July 3, Senate President Hun Sen called for more

efforts to empower women economically. During a

meeting with the Cambodian National Council for

Women (CNCW) led by Minister of Women’s Affairs Ing

Kantha Phavi, he reviewed CNCW’s 2024 action plan

and highlighted that women hold 64 percent of

management positions and make up 75 percent of the

workforce. He urged CNCW to enhance women's

economic power and knowledge, addressing the

educational gap between men and women. [Khmer

Times 1]  [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia: Counter-corruption agency

seizes assets in public procurement

corruption case

(rm) The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) has

confiscated houses, apartments, cash, and an anti-

COVID robot as part of an investigation into alleged

corruption involving personal protective equipment

(PPE) procurement at the Health Ministry in 2020. The

KPK announced the seizures at a press conference on

July 3.

In June 2024, KPK investigators seized six houses and

two apartment units in the Jabodetabek area valued at

approximately USD 1.7 million. They also confiscated

USD 888 thousand in cash from the suspects and their

business partners.
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Additional items seized included an anti-COVID robot

worth USD 30 thousand, ten Face Recognition Access

Control Terminals valued at USD 20 thousand, three

four-wheeled vehicles (one truck and two vans), and

one two-wheeled vehicle.

The ongoing investigation, which began in September

2023, involves alleged state losses of up to USD 17

million. The KPK has named three suspects, though

their identities have not been disclosed. KPK Deputy

Chairperson Alexander Marwata confirmed the

investigation on November 9 last year, stating that the

corruption is suspected to have occurred in the PPE

procurement project at the Ministry of Health's Crisis

Center in 2020. [ANTARA News]

Indonesia: Election Ethics Council issues

recommendation for dismissal of election

watchdog body chairman

(rm) The Indonesian Election Ethics Council has

recommended the permanent dismissal of General

Elections Commission (KPU) head Hasyim Asy'ari after

finding him guilty of ethics violations. During an ethics

hearing in Jakarta on July 3, the council concluded that

Asy'ari breached the code of ethics and conducted

sexual harassment against the complainant. [Tempo]

Following this decision, Heddy Lugito, head of the

Elections Organization Ethics Council (DKPP), stated

that President Joko Widodo must replace Asy'ari within

seven days. The DKPP has requested the Elections

Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu) to oversee the

implementation of this decision.

The ethics hearing was conducted in response to

complaints filed on April 18 by the University of

Indonesia's Faculty of Law's Legal Aid Consultation

Foundation and Option of Dispute Resolution (LKBH-

PPS FH UI) and the Legal Aid Foundation of the

Indonesian Women's Association of Justice (LBH APIK).

Asy'ari attended the hearing via Zoom.

Asy'ari was appointed KPU commissioner on August

29, 2016, and became the head of the commission on

April 12, 2022.  [Antara News]

Indonesia: Minister assures enhanced

security system for national data center

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-eu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-sl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-sr/


(si) Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal, and

Security Affairs, Hadi Tjahjanto, announced that the

government is enhancing security measures at the

National Data Center (PDN) to prevent cyberattacks,

like the one experienced by the Temporary National

Data Center (PDNS) 2 (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

He highlighted the implementation of multiple and

layered backup systems to ensure robust security. This

initiative aims not only to safeguard against hackers

but also to bolster the government’s service delivery to

the public.

Tjahjanto noted that improvements in data security

have already enabled several public services to resume

normal operations by July 1. The government aims to

complete the PDN by August 17, ensuring it becomes

the safest national data storage center. The PDN, with

locations in Nusantara, Batam, and Cikarang, will

feature significant processing and storage capacities.

President Joko Widodo has emphasized the

importance of backing up national data to prevent

future hacking incidents, following an evaluation of a

recent ransomware attack on government servers.

[Antara]

Indonesia: Trade ministry plans to levy

import duties on seven commodities from

multiple countries

(si) Indonesia's Trade Minister Zulkifli Hasan

announced plans to impose import duties on seven

commodities from various countries, including textiles,

ready-made garments, ceramics, electronics,

cosmetics, finished textile products, and footwear.

This decision was made during a meeting led by

President Joko Widodo. Before implementation, the

Indonesian Anti-Dumping Committee (KADI) and the

Indonesian Trade Safeguard Committee (KPPI) will

review these commodities to determine if their import

rates over the past three years have significantly

disrupted local industries.

If the committees find that imports have harmed

Indonesia's industry, anti-dumping and safeguard

import duties will be calculated and imposed, in

accordance with national and international regulations.

The targeted products are not limited to imports from

China, Europe, or ASEAN countries. [Tempo]
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Indonesia: Immigration officers bust

counterfeit syndicate in South Jakarta

(rm) In an operation on June 28, immigration officers

raided a hotel room in South Jakarta, uncovering an

American dollar counterfeit syndicate. The raid, led by

Andika Dwi Prasetya, Jakarta's Regional Office Head of

the Law and Human Rights Ministry, resulted in the

arrest of eight foreign nationals.

During a press conference at the South Jakarta

Immigration Office on July 5, Andika revealed that the

arrested individuals are from Cameroon, the

Democratic Republic of Congo, and Tanzania.

The operation resulted in the seizure of six counterfeit

USD 100 bills and materials used for producing fake

currency. The investigation is ongoing as authorities

work to uncover more details about the syndicate's

operations. [The Jakarta Globe]

Laos: Laws to enhance socio-economic

development passed

(lvw) On July 1, Laos’ National Assembly (NA) approved

13 laws to boost socio-economic growth. Vice

President of the NA and Chairman of the Lao Law

Committee, Chaleun Yiapaoher, announced the

approval following extensive debates on the

implementation of the legislations.

This includes two new laws: the Cooperative Law,

aimed at helping farmers access international markets

and support agricultural growth, and the Law on

Medicinal Resources, which regulates medicinal

material collection and promotes traditional medicine

in the national health system.

Additionally, 11 existing laws have been revised,

covering areas such as anti-corruption, environmental

protection, national assembly and provincial councils,

elections, HIV/AIDS prevention, fire prevention, and

anti-money laundering.

The Law Commission will work with relevant bodies to

finalize these regulations, which will be reviewed by

the NA's Standing Committee before being

recommended for official promulgation by the

President. [Laotian Times]

Laos: Central bank governor removed
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(dql) On July 2, the governor of Laos’ central bank,

Bounleua Sinxayvolavong, was removed by National

Assembly makers at the end of the legislative session.

He was transferred to a position in Luang Prabang

province following a proposal from Prime Minister

Sonexay Siphandone.

His removal comes as the country’s economy remains

weak post-COVID-19, with low international tourism,

scarce jobs, and a trend of young workers seeking

employment abroad. High fuel prices and the

depreciation of the Lao currency, the kip, have led to

significant inflation. The Asian Development Bank

reported that inflation is affecting food security, forcing

households to reduce food consumption and meal

frequency.

The kip depreciated by 31 percent against the dollar

last year, a trend expected to continue, according to

the World Bank. High debt service obligations have

limited the government's ability to address inflation

and long-term productivity issues. Finance Minister

Santiphab Phomvihanh indicated that the government

needs USD10 billion to cover debt expenses but has

only raised USD 3 billion. [Radio Free Asia]

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister Najib

Razak denied house arrest by court

(oc) A Malaysian court has denied former Prime

Minister Najib’s legal proposal to serve the rest of his

jail sentence under house arrest. This is in response to

the 12 years imprisonment he was convicted of in

2020. Najib was found guilty of seven charges placed

against him related to the multibillion-dollar 1Malaysia

Development Berhad (1MDB), an investment fund

supposed to bolster the economy and help the poor

which instead was alleged to steal USD 4.5 billion. USD

1 billion of this was linked to Najib’s accounts. [Al

Jareeza] [The Guardian]

Najib recently responded on April 1 with a royal order

which he believed was granted by the former king

Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah and therefore allowed

him to serve the rest of his sentence under house

arrest. On July 3 the court ruled against these

proposals stating that there were no legal grounds for

these ideas. [Reuters]

With Najib’s 12-year sentence being halved in February

(see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1), alongside fines being

reduced this episode is part of a longer story of the

search for justice in Malaysia and the discourse around

it from two opposing sides. [Reuters]
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Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

committed to maintaining Islamic

principles in government

(oc) On July 3 at the Malaysia Madani International

Symposium, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim promised

to maintain Islamic principles in government

promoting good relations between Muslim and non-

Muslims both domestically and internationally.

These principles outlined by Anwar Ibrahim have been

influenced by the Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar Al -Sharif

Professor Dr Ahmad Muhammad Ahmad At-Tayyeb. He

reinforced the importance of cordial relations among

the people of the country through upholding morality

and courage. He argued that if these principles are

adhered to unity will prosper in Malaysia and across

the Asian region. [New Straits Times]

Indeed, Anwar Ibrahim supported Sheikh of Al-Azhar

Al-Sharif and said he “proposed that we take more

positive steps to uphold Islamic ethics in engaging with

non-Muslim communities in Malaysia and across the

Asian region.” [New Straits Times]

As a result, Anwar connected the words of the scholar

to an idea of governing Malaysia through the MADANI

principles. This conference therefore was a cultural

and religious exchange to support Anwar’s idea of

Malaysian government based on harmony through

religion.

To him Islam creates the MADANI principles of

sustainability, prosperity, innovation, respect, trust and

compassion and suggests that Anwar believes it should

be at the forefront of governing the nation. [Bernama]

[The Sun Daily]

Malaysia: Concerns over human rights

escalate

(oc) A variety of rights organizations are concerned

about the Malaysian government’s inability to act upon

human rights issues suggested by the Universal

Periodic Review in February. Malaysian NGO Centre for

Independent Journalism, regional human rights

organization FORUM-ASIA, Johannesburg-based

international non-profit organization Civicus, and

British international human rights organization Article

19 have formed a consensus around challenging

human rights violations in Malaysia, especially

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-gi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-gd/


concerning democratic principles such as freedom of

assembly and expression. [Civicus]

Civicus, dedicated to strengthening citizen action and

civil society around the world, has charged the

Malaysian government and more recently Anwar

Ibrahim with failing to review certain laws that restrict

freedom such as the Sedition Act 1948, the

Communications and Multimedia Act 1998 and the

Printing Presses and Publications Act 1984. [Civicus]

The Sedition Act, according to these organizations, is

used to repress and control dissent. They point to the

example of Mukmin Nantang, a youth activist, who was

recently investigated for his advocacy for the rights of

an indigenous people from East Malaysia. [Civicus]

The Communications and Multimedia Act is alleged to

block online criticism of the government. Opposition

on social media posts, websites and blogs are believed

to be threatened with suppression by the government

by simply being blocked. These views proliferate within

the context of a renowned activist called Hishamuddin

Rais’ offices being raided. It is with this rationale that

these organizations believe Malaysian laws curb

freedom of expression. [Malaysia Now]

In this context the UN’s 348 recommendations on civic

freedom, and its adoption on July 5, are merely part of

a wider ongoing debate surrounding abuses of

Malaysian human rights directed towards the current

government.

A statement by Civicus, Malaysian human rights

organization Suaram, Centre for Independent

Journalism, FORUM-ASIA and Article 19 said: “Since the

Anwar Ibrahim government came to power, our

organizations have documented how the state has

continued using these laws to criminalize human rights

defenders, the opposition, and critics.” [Article 19]

 [Civicus] [Malaysia Now] [United Nations]

Myanmar: Army's 55th infantry battalion

attacked by AA

(tl) The Arakha Army (AA) has launched a massive

offensive from the Ngapali town bypass road since July

2, targeting the junta's 55th Battalion in Thandwe

Township, Arakan (Rakhine) State. The AA has been

attacking the junta's 566th Light Infantry Battalion and

55th Infantry Battalion from Zeephyukone village and

Mazin Airport.

The AA shifted tactics to approach the 55th Infantry
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Battalion via the town bypass road and launched

attacks from there. If the AA manages to block the

road, communication between the battalions and

police stations would be cut off, leading to the town

easily falling into the hands of the AA.

The junta's aircraft has focused their bombing around

Zeephyukone and Thabyaykone villages, and they are

now targeting nearby rubber plantations. The AA

continues its offensive to seize control of the bases of

the junta's two battalions. [Burma News International]

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Sittwe town residents arrested

for alleged ties with Arakhan Army

(tl) Over 40 residents of Mingan Ward in Sittwe

Township, Arakan State, have been charged by the

junta under Section 17(A) of the Unlawful Association

Act for having links with the Arakha Army (AA). On June

16, junta troops raided Mingan Ward and took away

around 200 residents. Of those, 40 are now facing

charges. The trial hearing for those charged is

scheduled for July 11.

The majority of the detained individuals were released

after interrogation, but some escaped after paying

bribes or signing promise letters. Many residents of

Sittwe Township have evacuated due to the threat of

conflict, but those who remain face abuses such as

arrests, extortion, and lawsuits by junta troops.

On May 29, junta troops arrested over 300 residents in

Sattyoekya Ward and massacred 76 of them. The junta

forces have also forcibly evicted residents from 14

villages and established garrisons. Mines have been

placed around the regional command, infantry

battalions, and police battalions in Sittwe.

[Development Media Group] [Burma News

International]

Myanmar: Crony bankers attempt to

silence economist Sean Turnell

(tl) Sean Turnell, an economist and former economic

advisor to Myanmar's National League for Democracy

(NLD) government, was arrested in September 2022

for allegedly possessing "state secret" information. He

was sentenced to three years in prison but was

released in November due to bilateral relations and

humanitarian grounds.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-wd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-wk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-wk/


Turnell has a new book titled "The Best Laid Plans"

coming out soon on the reforms of the NLD era, which

he claims is being used by the regime and its crony

bankers to intimidate him.

Turnell worked as an economic advisor for Daw Aung

San Suu Kyi's government, helping to plan reforms

aimed at reviving Myanmar's economy. He helped

reform Myanmar's financial system, fixing and cleaning

it up so that banks could become productive

institutions for Myanmar's development. The NLD's

agenda included a "Myanmar Economic Resilience and

Reform Plan," which was completed in 2020 as a

recovery plan designed to help the economy rebound

from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Since his release from prison in late 2022, Turnell has

become a thorn in the regime's side. In media

interviews, he warned that the coup had severely

damaged Myanmar's economy and that the regime

wouldn't give up power easily. He also revealed the

inhumane treatment he experienced in prison along

with other political detainees, such as Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi, who urged him to tell everyone the truth

about Myanmar.

The junta revoked its pardon of him in December 2022

for criticizing it in his media interviews and social

media posts. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Government ministry

threatens rice owners with legal actions

for over pricing commodities

(tl) Myanmar Commerce Ministry has issued a warning

to business owners who store rice and paddy for

vending purposes to register their warehouses or face

legal action. The ministry explained that registration is

necessary to manage rice stocks for domestic

sufficiency and export, ensure market stability, and

implement subsidies as needed.

The Myanmar Rice Federation also urged business

owners to register their warehouses online by July 5.

The Commerce Ministry has formed teams to check

whether rice sellers have registered their warehouses

and verify the data submitted in the registrations.

Action has been taken against those who fail to

comply. The Myanmar military regime has recently

detained some rice dealers and retailers who sold rice

at above the set prices to stabilize prices.

As of June 23, 726 warehouses had been registered,
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with 213 by companies and 513 by individuals. The

monsoon paddy harvest is expected to decline steeply

this year due to armed conflict and high agricultural

input prices. [The Irrawaddy][Global News Light of

Myanmar]

Myanmar military have detained 11 rice vendors,

including a Japanese national, and targeted seven

large-scale rice vendors and four shopkeepers, some

associated with popular chains like City Mart and Aeon

Orange. [See AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1]. The arrested

individuals face charges of non-cooperation with

ministry orders, possibly up to three years in prison

and fines up to 500,000 kyat (US$154). Thirty shopping

centers and stores have been charged with selling rice

above mandated prices, while nearly 60 people have

been questioned. The heavy-handed approach has

even reached high-level officials and rice mill owners,

who face questioning about the rising market prices.

Myanmar's economy has been on the ropes since a

February 2021 coup triggered political and economic

upheaval after a decade of tentative reforms. World

Bank reported that Myanmar's economy faced

significant challenges and would remain "feeble" as

conflict, macroeconomic instability, and dislocation

constrained production. In the six months to March,

goods exports fell by 13% and imports fell by 20%

compared with the same period a year earlier.

The junta's chief has blamed the economic woes on

fraudsters and manipulators, ordering crackdowns on

gold traders and property agents blamed for capital

flight. Rice traders are now getting the blame for

surging prices that would appear to be largely out of

their control. The U.N. Development Programme

(UNDP) reported that rice prices rose by 45% in 2022

alone, attributed to higher inflation, a weakening kyat

currency, and rising fuel and transportation costs.

[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Demonstrations against

military dictatorship in 13 townships

(tl) In commemoration of the 62nd anniversary of

Seventh July Day, anti-military demonstrations took

place in 13 townships across Myanmar, including

Yangon, Mandalay, and Thanphyuzara. The protests

were held despite tight security, with over 30 young

students protesting in Yangon.

The 7th of July Revolution in Burma was sparked by

General Ne Win's military coup in 1962, which resulted

in over 100 students losing their lives and 6,000
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arrests. [Burma News international]

In addition to the protests, the North Dagon

Oppressed People's Strike Coalition and North Dagon

Oppressed People's Strike Coalition (NDOPSC) held a

guerrilla strike in Yangon to commemorate the 60th

anniversary of Seventh July Day. [Radio Free Asia]

[Progressive Voice Myanmar]

Myanmar: Human Rights Group accuses

army of killing over 1,000 Civilians in Six

Months

(tl) Myanmar's army violence has claimed 1,076 civilian

lives in the first half of this year, according to the

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP).

The junta has escalated airstrikes and shelling of non-

military targets such as villages, schools, hospitals,

markets, displacement camps and religious sites,

resulting in increasing civilian deaths. The regime has

arrested nearly 27,000 civilians and killed over 5,300

people since the 2021 coup.

Myanmar's anti-regime ambassador to the United

Nations, U Kyaw Moe Tun, called for immediate and

decisive action from the international community to

save lives in Myanmar. He called on the international

community to cut the flow of weapons, jet fuel and

money to the junta, which would immediately save

lives in Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy] [Nikkei Asia]

Myanmar: UN special rapporteur warns of

impending "genocidal violence" in

Myanmar 

(tl) Myanmar's Rakhine State is facing a situation

similar to "genocidal violence" eight years ago against

the persecuted Rohingya minority, according to a UN

expert. Thomas Andrews, the special rapporteur on

the situation in Myanmar, warned that the junta is

rapidly losing territory to the Arakan Army (AA), which

has seized swathes of territory.

Andrews said the situation carries echoes of the lead-

up to genocidal violence in 2016 and 2017. Myanmar

military had been conscripting thousands of Rohingya

youth and mobilizing them against the Arakan Army.

There were reports linking AA soldiers to rights

violations against Rohingya civilians at a time when the

humanitarian situation. Several Rohingya diaspora
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groups accused the AA of forcing Rohingya to flee and

then looting and burning their homes

The Arakan Army (AA), which has recently changed its

name to the Arakha Army, has seized territory in

Rakhine State, ending a ceasefire that had largely held

since 2020. The AA fighters have seized swathes of

territory, putting pressure on the Myanmar junta as it

battles opponents elsewhere.

The AA has seized the town of Buthidaung in northern

Rakhine, home to many Rohingya Muslims. The AA

rebranded as the "Arakha Army" in April to represent

all ethnic communities in the state, not just the

Rakhine Buddhist population. [Myanmar Now] [The

Straits Time][The Daily Star]

Myanmar: Largest producer of illicit drug

according to United Nations report on

drugs and crime

(tl) Myanmar is experiencing a surge in illicit drug

production and exports due to the ongoing civil war

between the ruling military junta and armed ethnic

rebels.

According to a report of the United Nations Office on

Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Myanmar's opium fields

grew by 18 percent, reaching a total of 47,100 hectares

(181 square miles) in 2023. This surge coincides with

the almost complete dropping of opium farming in

Afghanistan after the Taliban took over in 2021 and

banned opium cultivation. According to the UNODC,

Myanmar has topped Afghanistan as the world's

largest producer of opium.

The surge in opium production is not coincidental, as

Myanmar's GDP has fallen 12 percent since the coup.

The rural credit system has all but collapsed, meaning

farmers are desperate to find other means to support

themselves. The UNODC report found that Myanmar's

Shan State, which borders Thailand, Laos, and China,

continues to be the center of the country's opium

production, with 88 percent of the total cultivation

area located there. The state also showed the highest

year-on-year increase in opium cultivation, at 20

percent.

Opium is mainly farmed in Shan and Kachin states in

Myanmar and often attracts poverty-stricken farmers

because of the financial return it provides. The rise of

opium production has been coupled with higher

heroin exports, with over 150 tons of heroin exported
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out of Myanmar in 2023, valued at over USD 2 billion.

[The Indian Express][DW][UN News]

Myanmar: UN reports need for shelter

assistance during rainy season for war-

displaced people

(tl) War-displaced individuals in Myanmar are facing

harsh weather and lack of accommodation due to the

current rainy season. Over three million people have

been displaced since the coup, mainly due to ongoing

military conflicts between local armed resistance

groups and the Myanmar Junta’s army. In southeastern

Myanmar, where the Karen National Union (KNU)

controlled territories are located, these individuals face

inadequate shelter, medicine shortages, and other

hardships.

They struggle to find stable jobs, access healthcare,

and access to humanitarian aid. Human rights

organizations and local and international civil groups

criticize United Nations Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) for distributing aid

through the junta and advocate for cross-border

delivery to directly reach local populations in need.

In August last year, UNOCHA chief Martin Griffiths met

with coup leader Min Aung Hlaing to discuss aid plans,

which were strongly condemned by more than 500 civil

society organizations. Many war-displaced people are

currently struggling without sufficient aid, and a World

Food Program food warehouse in Maungdaw

Township, Arakan State, was looted and burned in

June. [Karen News][Burma News International]

Philippines: Former President Duterte,

aide accused of steering government

contracts to cronies

(lm) Former Philippine opposition senator Antonio

Trillanes IV has filed a criminal complaint accusing ex-

President Rodrigo Duterte of plundering state funds.

The complaint, submitted to the Department of Justice

in Manila, alleges that Duterte conspired with his aide,

now-Senator Christopher Lawrence Go, to award

government infrastructure contracts worth millions of

dollars to cronies.

According to Trillanes, two construction companies

owned by Go's father and brother received over 100

government contracts totaling at least USD 114 million
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from 2007 to 2018. This period includes Duterte's

tenure as mayor and vice mayor of Davao City, and his

presidency starting in 2016. Trillanes claims that these

companies lacked the necessary resources and

manpower for large-scale projects, suggesting that the

contracts were awarded through corrupt practices.

Trillanes accused Duterte, Go, and the relatives who

owned the two companies of plunder, a serious crime

under Philippine law. Plunder involves acquiring ill-

gotten wealth of roughly USD 862,000 or more through

corrupt acts and is punishable by life imprisonment.

Convicted individuals also risk having their illegally

acquired assets seized by the government.

The accusation further complicates Duterte's legal

troubles, as he is already under investigation by the

International Criminal Court (ICC) for alleged crimes

against humanity related to his anti-drug campaign.

Trillanes, who served as a senator from 2007 to 2019

and is known for his anti-corruption stance, has been

one of Duterte's most vocal critics. He previously

initiated a complaint against Duterte for the

widespread killings during the anti-drug crackdown,

which led to the ongoing ICC investigation. [Associated

Press]

Philippines: Reward offered for capture of

ex-President Duterte’s spiritual advisor

Quiboloy

(lm) A PHP 10 million (roughly USD 170,000) reward

has been offered for information leading to the

capture of Apollo Quiboloy, a fugitive televangelist and

former spiritual adviser to ex-President Rodrigo

Duterte. Quiboloy, head of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ

(KOJC), is wanted in the Philippines and the United

States under charges that include sexual abuse,

trafficking, and fraud, with US prosecutors detailing

coercion of girls as young as 12 into sex under threats

of "eternal damnation."

The televangelist has avoided arrest by going into

hiding, while his church properties are now

administered by Duterte. Intelligence reports indicate

that Quiboloy remains in the Philippines. In light of

this, National Police Chief Gen. Rommel Marbil warned

that anyone aiding Quiboloy could be charged with

obstruction of justice. Authorities are also investigating

whether Duterte could be charged for claiming to

know Quiboloy’s location but not disclosing it. [Benar

News]
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Philippines: Suspended Mayor Alice Guo

faces possible arrest over Senate hearing

absence

(rm) Alice Guo, a suspended mayor currently involved

in a Senate investigation concerning allegations of

human trafficking and the use of fake documents, will

not attend the Senate hearing on July 10 due to

trauma, her lawyer announced. He mentioned that

Guo is particularly distressed by the sighting of drones

in Bamban, which has made her reluctant to stay in the

area.

Guo, who has faced a Senate subpoena for missing a

previous hearing on June 26 regarding alleged human

trafficking in Clark and Tarlac, is reportedly not in

Tarlac and may be arrested if she fails to appear.

Senator Sherwin Gatchalian warned that the Senate

has the authority to issue an arrest warrant for Guo if

she does not comply with the subpoena.

The Senate's inquiry, led by Senator Risa Hontiveros, is

part of a broader investigation into alleged human

trafficking involving Guo and her siblings. The

investigation also aims to shed light on accusations

involving fake documents and birth certificates. [The

Philippine Star]

Philippines: Senators Cayetano, Binay

clash over new Senate building costs

(rm) In the Philippines, Senators Alan Peter Cayetano

and Nancy Binay engaged in a heated debate on July 3

over the total cost of the new Senate building in Fort

Bonifacio, Taguig City. The argument resulted in Binay

walking out on Cayetano during the Senate accounts

committee hearing.

The argument revolved around whether the total

construction cost should include land acquisition.

Cayetano argued for a total cost of PHP 23 billion

(approximately USD 414 million), including PHP 1.6

billion (USD 29 million) for land acquisition. Binay,

citing Department of Public Works and Highways

(DPWH) documents, stated the total cost was PHP

21.73 billion (USD 391 million).

The dispute escalated into personal attacks, with

Cayetano accusing Binay of manipulating media

questions, which she denied. Binay asked DPWH

representatives to confirm if the PHP 23 billion figure

appeared in their documents, which they denied. Binay

then walked out while Cayetano was speaking.
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This inquiry followed Senate President Chiz Escudero's

suspension of the building's construction for a

comprehensive review due to escalating costs and

delays. The DPWH confirmed a delay of 852 days due

to variation orders but maintained that there was

nothing irregular about the construction process. The

contract was awarded to Hilmarc’s Construction

Corporation, previously involved in the controversial

construction of the Makati City Hall Building. [The

Philippine Star]

Philippines: Oldest political prisoner

walks free at 85

(lm) Gerardo Dela Peña, the Philippines' oldest political

prisoner at 85, was released from prison on June 30,

after over a decade of imprisonment. Dela Peña, a

former head of the Camarines Norte chapter of the

advocacy group SELDA, was arrested in 2013 and

convicted on spurious murder charges at the age of 75.

His imprisonment stemmed from his activism against

the Marcos dictatorship in the 1970s and 1980s, where

he was previously detained and tortured.

Human rights groups like Karapatan and Kapatid have

argued that Dela Peña's conviction was unjust, pointing

out that the armed communist group New People’s

Army had admitted to the murder he was accused of.

Despite his advanced age and poor health, including

impaired vision, diabetes, hypertension, and a stroke,

his release was delayed due to bureaucratic issues.

The government, however, maintains that Dela Peña

was not a political prisoner, a stance contested by

Kapatid, which claims the government uses fabricated

charges to stigmatize activists as common criminals.

[Global Voices]

Philippines: Unemployment shows

modest improvement in May 2024

(rm) In May 2024, the unemployment rate in the

Philippines decreased to 4.1 percent, representing 2.11

million jobless Filipinos. This is a slight improvement

from the 4.3 percent rate recorded in May 2023.

Despite the year-over-year improvement, month-to-

month data from the Philippine Statistics Authority

showed an increase of 65,000 unemployed persons

from April to May 2024.
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Employment figures showed positive growth, with the

number of employed individuals rising by 605,000

year-over-year to 48.87 million in May 2024, increasing

the employment rate to 95.9 percent from 95.7

percent the previous year.

The underemployment rate, which measures those

working less than they would like, significantly

decreased from 11.7 percent in May 2023 to 9.9

percent in May 2024, reducing the number of

underemployed persons by 846,000.

The labor force participation rate saw a slight decline

from 65.3 percent in May 2023 to 64.8 percent in May

2024. Despite this decrease, the overall labor force

grew by 544,000 persons year-over-year, reaching

50.97 million in May 2024. [The Philippine Star]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr.

commends military efforts against Abu

Sayyaf in Mindanao

(rm) In the Philippines. President Marcos Jr. praised

government forces in Mindanao for significantly

reducing the threat posed by the Abu Sayyaf Group

(ASG) and other insurgent groups in the region. During

his visit to the 11th Infantry Division headquarters in

Camp Teodulfo Bautista, Jolo, Sulu, he lauded the

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) for their hard

work and sacrifices that have weakened the ASG's

capabilities.

President Marcos emphasized that the mission is not

yet over, urging the AFP to remain vigilant against

potential reorganizations of these threats. He noted

the military's success in diminishing the insurgents'

capabilities, manpower, and arsenal, reducing the

threat to individual actors rather than organized units.

The President also addressed the diminished threat

from other terrorist groups inspired by Al-Qaeda and

ISIS. He highlighted the AFP’s strategic shift to external

defense in response to emerging threats in the West

Philippine Sea (WPS). This includes the formation of a

maritime task force and enhancing the Philippine

Coast Guard’s presence to secure the area.

Marcos concluded by encouraging the troops to

maintain their vigilance and continue monitoring

regional activities to ensure the country’s security.

[Presidential Communications Office]
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Singapore: Former Transport Minister

Iswaran turns to High Court as criminal

trial looms

(lm) Singapore’s former Transport Minister S Iswaran,

who is facing a criminal trial for accepting gifts,

appeared in the High Court on July 5, seeking the

prosecution to hand over all witness statements.

Iswaran's legal team, led by Senior Counsel Davinder

Singh, had previously failed to obtain these statements

in a June hearing.

Singh argued that Iswaran was entitled to all

prosecution evidence under the Criminal Procedure

Code, adding that the prosecution's refusal to provide

all statements could result in an unfair trial. The

prosecution, led by Deputy Attorney-General Tai Wei

Shyong, objected, stating they had fulfilled their

disclosure obligations and denied any intention of

withholding evidence unfairly. It also emphasized the

importance of hearing evidence orally in corruption

cases.

Iswaran faces 35 charges, including obtaining valuables

as a public servant, corruption, and obstructing justice.

He resigned from his government positions before

being formally charged and could face significant jail

time and fines if convicted. [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: New anti-money laundering

laws increase fines and restrictions for

CSPs, companies

(sm) Singapore has strengthened its anti-money

laundering laws for corporate service providers (CSPs)

and companies. Legislative changes include higher

fines and tighter restrictions on nominee directorships.

CSPs must now ensure nominee directors are "fit and

proper" and may face fines up to SGD 100,000 (USD

74,000) for non-compliance. Companies and limited

liability partnerships (LLPs) can be fined up to SGD

25,000 (USD 18,500) for failing to maintain accurate

registers.

The new measures aim to enhance the effectiveness of

anti-money laundering policies amid increasingly

sophisticated crimes. The amendments require all

CSPs to register with the Accounting and Corporate

Regulatory Authority (ACRA) and align their obligations

to prevent financial crimes, whether serving local or

foreign clients. [The Business Times] [The Accounting

and Corporate Regulatory Authority]
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Singapore: 309 suspects under

investigation for alleged involvement in

scams

(sm) Singapore police are investigating 309 suspects

linked to over 1,300 scam cases resulting in losses

exceeding SGD 10 million (USD 7.4 million). The

suspects, comprising 215 men and 94 women aged

between 15 and 78, are believed to be involved in

various scams, including internet love, e-commerce,

friend impersonation, investment, and job scams. The

investigations are for cheating, money laundering, or

providing payment services without a license.

Convictions for cheating can lead to up to 10 years in

prison and fines, while money laundering convictions

can result in up to 10 years in prison and fines up to

SGD 500,000 (USD 370,000). Providing payment

services without a license can lead to up to three years

in prison and fines up to SGD 125,000 (USD 92,500). In

2023, scam cases in Singapore surged to 46,563, with

victims losing SGD 651.8 million (USD 481.8 million).

The police emphasized a strict stance against those

involved in scams. [The Straits Times] [Singapore Police

Force]

Singapore: Woman charged over illegal

employment of 33 foreigners

(sm) Singapore's Ministry of Manpower has charged a

64-year-old woman with 33 counts of employing

foreigners without valid work passes under the

Employment of Foreign Manpower Act (EFMA).

Between 2018 and 2021, the accused allegedly hired

33 foreigners as part-time cleaners through a chat

group. Among them, 27 were migrant domestic

workers, five had work permits for other companies,

and one was on a Dependant’s Pass; none had valid

work passes for cleaning jobs.

Under the EFMA, employing a foreigner without a valid

work pass can result in a fine between SGD 5,000 (USD

3,708) and SGD 30,000 (USD 22,250), or up to 12

months' imprisonment, or both. Convicted individuals

may also face a ban on hiring foreign workers.

Foreigners working without valid passes can be fined

up to SGD 20,000 (USD 14,834), or imprisoned for up

to two years, or both, and may also be barred from

working in Singapore upon conviction. [Human

Resources Online] [Ministry of Manpower, Singapore]
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Singapore: Minister acknowledges

colonial legacies in Fort Canning Park

statue installation, emphasizes critical

engagement with history

(lb) Singapore's Minister for National Development,

Desmond Lee, recently addressed the installation of

two statues in Fort Canning Park, including one of Sir

Stamford Raffles, who founded Singapore as a British

colony in 1819. He acknowledged the colonial legacies

that have contributed to Singapore's development. Lee

emphasized the importance of critically engaging with

Raffles' legacy, noting his racist views, support for the

opium trade, and involvement in controversial events

like the Massacre of Palembang. While Singapore does

not glorify its colonial past, it recognizes this phase of

history and has built upon it to shape the nation today.

[The Straits Times]

Singapore: Country cannot be laissez-faire

with race, religion issues, home minister

says

(lb) Singapore’s Law and Home Affairs Minister K.

Shanmugam emphasized that the city-state cannot

adopt a laissez-faire approach to race and religion

issues, instead intervening heavily to ensure social

cohesion. Speaking at a forum on non-violent ethnic

hostilities, he highlighted Singapore's tough laws

against hate speech and offensive actions, including

the Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act, which

empowers the government to act against inflammatory

religious leaders.

Shanmugam pointed out the importance of

Singapore's Ethnic Integration Policy (EIP) in preventing

ethnic enclaves in housing and maintaining social

harmony. He defended the Chinese, Malay, Indian, and

Others (CMIO) classification on identity cards as a tool

for understanding and addressing ethnic differences

while fostering a Singaporean identity.

He contrasted Singapore's strict approach to hate

speech with the more permissive stance seen in other

countries, citing examples of racial and religious

tensions abroad. Shanmugam argued that allowing

hate speech under the guise of free speech could lead

to societal polarization and violence, as seen in some

European countries.
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He also addressed the impact of social media and

external conflicts on ethnic relations in Singapore,

noting that disinformation and differing reactions to

global events can challenge national unity.

Shanmugam stressed the need for ongoing efforts and

legal measures to maintain racial and religious

harmony, including upcoming workplace fairness

legislation to address employment discrimination. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: 1.5 million citizens to get up to

USD 629 in August to cope with rising

costs

(sm) In August, about 1.5 million eligible adult

Singaporeans will receive cash payments of SGD 450

(USD 333) or SGD 850 (USD 629) to help with rising

living costs. Those in homes with annual values up to

SGD 21,000 (USD 15,540) will receive SGD 850 (USD

629), while those in homes valued between SGD 21,000

and SGD 25,000 (USD 18,500) will receive SGD 450

(USD 333). These payments, which are higher than last

year's, are for Singaporeans aged 21 and above with

an assessable income up to SGD 34,000 (USD 25,160)

for 2023. Property owners with more than one

property are ineligible. Additionally, about 650,000

citizens aged 65 and above will have up to SGD 450

(USD 333) credited to their Central Provident Fund

MediSave accounts.

These disbursements are part of the GST Voucher

(GSTV) scheme to help lower- to middle-income

Singaporeans cope with increased GST rates, which

rose from 7 percent to 9 percent over the past two

years. The total 2024 GSTV disbursements amount to

SGD 1.4 billion (USD 1.036 billion). [The Straits Times]

[Ministry of Finance, Singapore]

Thailand: Constitutional Court

reschedules Move Forward Party

dissolution case to July 17

(msz) On July 3, the Thai Constitutional Court decided

to adjourn the first hearing in the dissolution case

against the main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)

to July 17.

The case, brought by the Election Commission (EC),

alleges that the MFP intended to undermine the

constitutional monarchy and was hostile to the

democratic regime with the King as head of state,
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violating Section 92 of the organic law on political

parties. The EC seeks the disbandment of the party

and the revocation of the party executives' rights to

stand for election or serve in a new party for 10 years.

[Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

In its rebuttal on January 31, the MFP argued that its

efforts to amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the

lese-majesty law, were not intended to undermine the

constitutional monarchy. The party asserted that its

actions were aimed at promoting democratic reforms

and ensuring that the law is not misused for political

purposes. The MFP emphasized its commitment to the

democratic regime with the King as head of state and

denied any wrongdoing. [AiR No. 6, February/2024, 1]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party

chief advisor Pita presses ruling Pheu Thai

to honor promises

(msz) On July 3, the first day of the new parliamentary

session, opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) chief

adviser Pita Limjaroenrat urged the ruling Pheu Thai

Party to honor its commitments to improve

parliamentary transparency and efficiency, pass a new

political amnesty bill, and expedite military reforms.

[Bangkok Post]

These promises were part of a memorandum of

understanding signed between the MFP and its then-

anticipated coalition partners, including the Pheu Thai

Party, on May 22, 2023. This agreement aimed to form

a coalition government following the May 14 general

election in Thailand, in which the MFP won the most

seats. However, the eight-party coalition, holding 312

seats in the 500-member House of Representatives,

fell short of the 376 votes needed to secure a majority

when including the 250-seat Senate, whose members

were appointed by the previous military government.

Thailand: Election Commission denies

dragging out upper house election results

(lm) Thailand's Election Commission (EC) has denied

accusations of delaying the certification of results for

the 200 new members of Parliament's upper house,

the Senate, despite nearly two weeks having passed

since the June 26 vote. EC chairman Ittiporn

Boonpracong stated that the delay was due to

unresolved issues and not intentional stalling.
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On July 9, EC chairman Itthiporn announced that the

official results of the Senate election were not yet

certified due to ongoing investigations. Since July 8, the

seven members of the EC have held secret meetings to

discuss various petitions and reports related to the

Senate election, including the results of the national

Senate election on June 26. However, given differing

opinions among the members, the meetings focused

on clarifying tasks needed before certifying the results.

The members are set to convene again on July 10. [Thai

PBS, in Thai] [Thai Enquirer]

The EC faces pressure from both winners and losers of

the Senate election. Some demand immediate

certification to prevent the current Senate from staying

in power, while others call for investigations into

alleged fraud and eligibility concerns. Some former

candidates have threatened legal action if the EC

rushes the announcement without addressing their

complaints. One candidate has already petitioned the

Administrative Court to suspend the result and urged

the outgoing Senate to impeach the poll

commissioners.

The law does not specify an exact timeframe for

announcing results, only requiring the EC to resolve

complaints within five days post-election. Meanwhile,

the outgoing Senate has voted to create a special panel

to investigate the election, with a 30-day deadline to

complete its work. Outgoing Senator Somchai

Swangkarn defended this move, emphasizing the need

for oversight until a clean transition to the new Senate

is ensured. [Bangkok Post 1]

General Kriangkrai welcomes Senate Speaker talk

Meanwhile, General Kriangkrai Srirak, a retired Thai

military officer who received the most votes in the

public administration and security professional group

in the Senate election, expressed openness to

becoming the Senate Speaker if trusted by the majority

of the Senate members. Although he is interested in

the Senate's security work, particularly in the

southernmost provinces of Yala, Pattani, and

Narathiwat, he is seen as a potential leader backed by

the ruling coalition’s Bhumjaithai Party.

Gen Kriangkrai, who retired about a year ago,

previously served as chief adviser to Deputy Prime

Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, the

Bhumjaithai Party leader. They were classmates in the

National Defence College's study program.

Senator-elect Mongkol Surasajja, also seen as close to

the Bhumjaithai Party, is another candidate speculated

to have a good chance of becoming the new Senate
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Speaker. Mongkol is a former director-general of the

Department of Provincial Administration and Buri Ram

governor, and he currently serves as an adviser to

Deputy Interior Minister Songsak Thongsri.

Meanwhile, approximately 20 senators-elect without

clear ties to the Bhumjaithai Party or the opposition

Move Forward Party (MFP) are set to meet this week at

the Five Provinces Bordering Forest Preservation

Foundation, a location associated with Gen Prawit

Wongsuwon, leader of the Palang Pracharath Party,

another member of the ruling coalition. [Bangkok Post

2]

Against this backdrop, rumors are spreading that

negotiations are underway for the two Deputy Senate

Speaker positions, with the possibility that if at least 30

senators-elect agree to form a faction affiliated with

the Five Provinces Bordering Forest Preservation

Foundation, they might be in a position to share one

Deputy Senate Speaker position and the chairmanship

of Senate committees with those perceived to be

connected with the Bhumjaithai Party. This coalition, if

true, could significantly influence decisions regarding

appointments to key positions in independent

organizations and bodies such as the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission,

the Supreme Administrative Court, and the Anti-Money

Laundering Office.

That said, an independent group of prospective

senators, unrelated to the major factions, is also

mobilizing. Known as the "white senators", they are

currently gathering support and reportedly have about

10 members. Led by a prospective senator from the

northeastern region, this group aims to negotiate and

engage politically with other senatorial factions. [Thai

Post, in Thai]

Thailand: Outgoing Senators ‘duty-bound’

to discuss budget

(lm) The outgoing upper house the Thai Parliament

must continue to perform its duties, including

discussing the budget proposal for the next fiscal year,

until the Election Commission (EC) endorses the 200

new senators, according to Senate Speaker Pornpetch

Wichitcholchai. This decision was questioned by

political pundits and senators-elect who feel the new

senators should handle the budget since they will be

accountable for it. Pornpetch clarified that the

outgoing senators must serve until the new ones are

sworn in to keep parliamentary affairs running

smoothly.
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He mentioned that the Senate needs to review

amendments to the Administration's Measures for

Prevention and Suppression of Corruption Act sent

back by the House of Representatives. Meanwhile, the

EC is preparing to announce the Senate election

results, after which a ceremony will welcome the new

senators, and they will take their oath of office.

The new senators, who will serve for five years, will not

participate in choosing the next prime minister but will

focus on passing legislation, approving law

amendments, and endorsing appointments to

independent organizations, the Constitutional Court,

and the Attorney-General. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Referendum time gets approval

(lm) The amended referendum bill that passed its first

parliamentary reading in early June is set to become

law by November, with the first of three referendums

on rewriting the 2017 constitution scheduled for

around February 2025. This timeline was approved

during the first meeting of a special House panel

tasked with reviewing the bill on July 3. The panel aims

to complete its review of the bill by late August. The

draft law, which includes amendments to nine sections

of the Referendum Act 2021, will then proceed to its

second and third parliamentary readings.

During last week’s meeting, Wutthisarn Tanchai,

secretary-general of the King Prajadhipok's Institute,

was appointed as the panel chair. Chaikasem Nitisiri,

an adviser to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, was

named the first deputy chairman, with two other

deputies also appointed.

In a related development, the main opposition Move

Forward Party (MFP) submitted an urgent motion to

House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha. The

motion seeks to change a referendum question

approved by the cabinet on April 23. The current

question asks whether people agree to rewrite the

constitution without amending Chapters 1 and 2.

Chapter 1 defines Thailand as a single, indivisible

kingdom with a democratic regime and the King as

head of state, while Chapter 2 outlines royal

prerogatives.

The MFP opposes this question for three main reasons.

First, those who support rewriting the constitution but

disagree with the condition of not amending Chapters

1 and 2 might feel conflicted. Second, if any

amendments necessitate changes to these chapters,

they would be impossible under the strict protection of

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-jlt/


these sections. Third, if the constitution cannot be

amended to meet the needs of all sides, the main goal

of rewriting the charter—resolving conflicts among

people with different political views—will be

undermined. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Sidelined deputy police chief

revises malfeasance complaint against

prime minister

(lm) Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn, a sidelined deputy

police chief, has resubmitted a malfeasance complaint

against Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, alleging

the unfair appointment of the current police chief, Pol

Gen Torsak Sukvimol. Surachate's complaint, filed with

the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC),

questions why the Police Commission, chaired by the

prime minister, promoted Torsak despite him not

being the most senior candidate at the time.

Surachate, who has been dismissed from the force

pending investigations into alleged links to online

gambling, argues that promotions under the Royal Thai

Police Act should be based on seniority and capability.

He claims that Pol Gen Roy Ingkapairote was the most

senior candidate last year. Pol Gen Torsak, scheduled

to retire on September 30, is the brother of ACM

Satitpong Sukvimol, head of the Crown Property

Bureau.

Surachate initially filed this complaint on April 22 but

withdrew it after learning that former national police

chief Pol Gen Sereepisuth Temeeyaves had filed a

similar complaint, which was later withdrawn.

Surachate is now pursuing the matter again, alleging

dereliction of duty by the prime minister under Section

157 of the Criminal Code, which carries penalties of

one to ten years in prison and/or a fine of THB 2,000

(USD 55) to THB 20,000 (USD 550). [Bangkok Post 1]

Against this backdrop, Torsak at a press conference on

July 3 declined to comment on the dismissal of

Surachate amid the allegations of involvement in

online gambling against his deputy. This was Torsak’s

first media interview since returning to the Royal Thai

Police. Both Torsak and Surachate were transferred to

inactive posts by Prime Minister Srettha in March due

to their feud, which was deemed a distraction.

[Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: New Pathum Thani PAO

chairman suspended amid corruption

trial

(wt/lm) Charn Puangphet, the newly elected Provincial

Administrative Organisation (PAO) chairman in

Thailand's Pathum Thani province, has been

suspended amid an ongoing corruption trial. Interior

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul stated that the

suspension follows legal advice from the Council of

State, pending a court decision. Charn is currently on

trial for malfeasance related to the procurement of

relief supplies during the 2011 floods. [Bangkok Post]

[The Thaiger]

Thailand: USD 810 million fertilizer

subsidy plan raises concerns over

transparency

(lm) The Thai government's THB 30-billion (USD 810

million) fertilizer subsidy program, intended to reduce

rice farmers' operating costs through a co-payment

scheme, has raised transparency concerns. The

program, set to benefit 4.68 million rice farmers from

July 15 to May 3 next year, promises a subsidy of THB

500 (USD 13.50) per rai (1,600 square meters), up to a

maximum of THB 10,000 (USD 270) per household.

However, farmers must pay for fertilizer upfront

before receiving the subsidy, which many cannot

afford.

Wirat Phosiruang, president of the Sawathi Community

Rice Promotion Center in Khon Kaen, criticized the

scheme, stating it excludes financially struggling

farmers and questions the actual cost of fertilizer. He

suggests the government should directly pay the

subsidy to farmers, allowing them to choose their

fertilizer and stimulate market competition.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin acknowledged the

need for revisions to the program. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ankle tags proposed for home

detention in political cases

(lm) The Ministry of Justice in Thailand is proposing

amendments to allow suspects in political cases to be

detained at home with electronic ankle monitoring

(EM) bracelets instead of in prison, according to Justice

Minister Tawee Sodsong. This move aims to treat

suspects as innocent until proven guilty and help
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alleviate overcrowding in prisons. Currently, 25

suspects under Section 112 (royal defamation) are

awaiting trial or appealing convictions and have been

denied bail due to the severity of the charges.

The proposed changes are in response to concerns

about the treatment of detainees, highlighted by the

death of political activist Netiporn Saneysangkhom,

who died in custody after a hunger strike. The death

has sparked calls for justice system reform and better

treatment of detainees. The justice minister stated that

prison care meets international standards, despite

criticisms following Netiporn’s death and the hunger

strikes of other activists. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senior judge shunted after

molestation complaint

(lm) In Thailand, a senior judge has been transferred to

an inactive post pending a formal investigation into

allegations of molesting a court reporter. The

complaint, filed on June 25, claims that the judge

sexually assaulted a female court reporter on a sleeper

train en route to a personnel development event in

Chiang Mai on June 1. The transfer order, signed by the

Supreme Court president, temporarily places the

accused judge at the Office of the President of the

Supreme Court. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-official arrested for illegal

land deeds

(lm) A former director responsible for land surveying

and document issuance was arrested in a district in

Thailand’s Nakhon Ratchasima province for illegally

issuing title deeds for public land. The arrest occurred

two months before the statute of limitations expired.

The accused allegedly issued deeds for over 3.2 square

kilometers of public land, including areas in Khao Yai

and several districts, to business operators. Despite

denying the charges, the man was linked to the illegal

deeds through preliminary land occupation

certificates, the so-called Sor Khor 1 documents. The

investigation, initiated in 2017, identified five suspects;

one has died, and three remain at large. [Bangkok Post

1]

In related but separate updates, authorities have

discovered that 90 percent of the 52 villas on a hilltop

in Koh Samui province, under investigation for land

encroachment, lack construction permits. The
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inspection was carried out by the "Samui Model," a

task force from the Fourth Army Region, the Internal

Security Operation Command (ISOC) Region 4, and

local authorities. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Employer refuses to pay migrant

workers’ medical bills

(lm) The Department of Employment in Thailand has

filed a police complaint against an employer who

refused to pay the medical bills for a seriously injured

migrant worker, claiming the worker was an illegal

migrant. Thung Song Hong police are now gathering

evidence to press charges against the employer.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Foreigner arrested for long

overstays in Phuket province

(lm) Four foreign men were arrested in Thailand’s

southern Phuket province for overstaying their visas by

periods ranging from 234 days to over five years

during random visa inspections last week. The arrests

were part of "Operation X-ray," aimed at catching visa

offenders. Additionally, the owners of the places where

the foreigners were staying were fined for not

reporting their presence within 24 hours, as required

by Section 38 of the Immigration Act. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cannabis set to be deemed

illegal from 2025 as government plans to

establish zero tolerance zones for

narcotics by September

(msz) A committee tasked with controlling illegal drugs

in Thailand has voted to reclassify cannabis and hemp

as narcotics, effective January 1, next year. According

to the Ministry of Public Health, the committee agreed

cannabis should be used solely for medical purposes,

not recreational use. The majority vote decided that

cannabis and hemp would be considered narcotic

plants, except for their branches, roots, and seeds.

Cannabis buds and materials with more than 0.2

percent THC will also be classified as narcotics.

The committee will submit its report to the Office of

the Narcotics Control Board for further consideration.

If the Board agrees, the Food and Drug Administration
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will need to amend cannabis-related laws and set

usage criteria before the January 1 deadline.

Against the backdrop of the committee's decision, pro-

cannabis groups had planned to protest outside

Government House on July 8. Prasitchai Nunual,

secretary-general of the pro-cannabis group Writing

Thai Cannabis' Future, criticized the committee's

decision as not being in the public interest and

threatened legal action against Public Health Minister

Somsak Thepsutin and the committee. Panthep

Puapongpan, a dissenting committee member,

suggested that special legislation is needed to regulate

cannabis use effectively.

Meanwhile, Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin

Charnvirakul warned the Public Health Ministry to be

ready for tough questions regarding the impact of

reclassification on those who grow cannabis and the

approximately 8,000 cannabis-related offenders

released in June 2022. He emphasized the need for

clarity on the consequences for people currently

utilizing cannabis under relaxed regulations. [Bangkok

Post 2]

At the same time, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin aims

to address drug problems in the country with the aid

of various agencies, while planning to establish nation-

wide drug-free zones by September 30, following

models from Roi Et and Nan provinces. The strategy

includes suppressing and prosecuting dealers and

providing treatment and rehabilitation for addicts to

reintegrate into society. The plan will be spearheaded

by the police and the Ministries of Interior, Public

Health, and Defence. The Department of Mental Health

will supervise the rehabilitation process, while

education and innovation ministries will implement

preventive measures for children. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Government introduces

“Thailand Zero Dropout” program

(msz) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has launched the

“Thailand Zero Dropout” program to tackle the issue of

about one million Thai youths, aged 3-18, dropping out

of school. The initiative includes locating the dropouts,

providing individualized assistance, and reintegrating

them into the education system. The program aims to

create a flexible learning environment that caters to

the potential of each child.

Additionally, the government seeks active involvement

from the private sector in educational management

and the development of a “learning to earn” system.
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Educator Sompong Chitradab highlighted the impact of

poverty, political, and social issues on dropout rates,

urging immediate action beyond signing agreements,

such as home visits and welfare support. The previous

government was criticized for insufficient attention to

this problem, and a more adaptable educational

system is needed to address the unique needs of these

students. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Prime Minister orders probe

into alleged Government House entry

badge sale

(msz) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has

ordered an investigation into reports that some

individuals have been offering Government House

entry passes in exchange for payment. The alleged

passes are those issued to senior government officials'

aides, including the prime minister's aides. [Thai PBS

World]

Thailand: Activist sentenced to 8 months

in prison for Grand Palace graffiti

(msz) On July 4, the Criminal Court of Thailand

sentenced a graffiti artist to eight months in jail for

spray-painting an anarchist symbol and the number

112, referring to the royal defamation law, on the wall

of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha in Bangkok on

March 28 last year. Initially sentenced to one year, his

term was reduced by one-third due to his confession.

The man is appealing the ruling and has posted bail.

Meanwhile, there are still cases pending against two

journalists who were present at the scene, although

they claim to have been there solely to do their jobs.

The police cited CCTV footage as evidence but

acknowledged that the footage lacks audio. [Bangkok

Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Prime Minister to push 11 soft

power industries; USD 115 billion eyed

(lm) Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin plans to

boost 11 soft power industries to generate roughly

USD 115 billion for Thailand over the next four years.

The targeted industries include books, films, design,

tourism, music, gaming, festivals, art & culture, fashion

& craftsmanship, and sports. The government aims to
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improve workers' skills and create a supportive

ecosystem for these industries.

Key initiatives include the "One Village One Thai Food

Chef" project to train thousands of food service

personnel, promoting Muay Thai through exporting

instructors and equipment, encouraging local

materials and unique designs in fashion, pushing Thai

music on the global stage, and turning gaming into a

profitable sector through E-sports events. The

government expects these efforts to increase the

average household income to at least USD 5,800 per

year and provide financial stability for workers in these

industries. [Bangkok Post 1]

Additionally, the government is actively working to

make Thailand a hub for halal tourism in the region.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has directed tourism

agencies to promote the country as a Muslim-friendly

destination. This initiative follows Thailand's ranking as

the fifth most Muslim-friendly non-OIC (Organisation of

Islamic Cooperation) country on the Global Muslim

Travel Index (GMTI) by Crescent Rating and

Mastercard.

The government has implemented a roadmap for halal

industry development for 2024-2028, including the

establishment of the Thai Halal Industrial Centre to

enhance the market value of halal products. Plans are

also underway to create the National Halal Industry

Committee to further advance Thailand's position as

ASEAN's hub for halal products.

The halal tourism industry is expanding rapidly, with

168 million Muslims expected to travel globally this

year, a 15 percent increase from pre-COVID-19

pandemic levels. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha to

announce all details of digital wallet

handout scheme on July 24

(lm) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin will announce the

full details of the government's digital wallet handout

scheme on July 24, according to Deputy Finance

Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul. The announcement

will cover the list of eligible products and the

registration dates for potential recipients and vendors.

The registration system is already developed, and a

project implementation sub-committee will finalize

details on July 10. These will be reviewed by the digital

wallet committee on July 15 and presented to the

cabinet on July 30. The handout project, costing THB
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500 billion (USD 13.5 billion), will be funded by the

2024 and 2025 budgets and a THB 170 billion (USD 4.6

billion) contribution from the Bank for Agriculture and

Agricultural Cooperatives.

The scheme aims to distribute THB 10,000 (USD 270) to

each of 50 million eligible Thai citizens aged 16 and

older, with incomes not exceeding THB 70,000 (USD

1,890) per month or THB 840,000 (USD 22,680) per

year. The money must be spent within the recipients'

registered districts. The project is expected to begin in

the fourth quarter of this year, despite the World

Bank's estimate that it may only increase GDP by 0.5 to

1 percent. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha ‘will

consider’ easing booze sale rule

(lm) Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has

pledged to consider lifting the afternoon ban on

alcohol sales, which has been in place for 52 years, to

support struggling restaurant operators amid a

sluggish economy. The alcohol sales ban, imposed in

1972 to prevent officials from drinking during work

hours, is not part of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act

and has remained unchanged since then.

Representatives from the Restaurant Business Club

submitted a letter to the premier requesting this and

other relief measures. They highlighted rising

operating costs and ingredient prices, which are

causing many businesses to shut down. The

Restaurant Business Club has also proposed additional

measures such as reducing building and land tax rates,

allowing tax deductions for customers and businesses,

and a cash handout of THB 2,000 per person for food

purchases via the so-called Pao Tang app, which is

widely used for distributing government welfare and

subsidies. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bargain prices on failed

business assets attract Chinese investors

(bk) Thailand has recently witnessed a wave of Chinese

investors collaborating with Thai partners to purchase

land and factories from the Bangkok Commercial Asset

Management (BAM)'s portfolio of failed businesses.

According to BAM, these purchases, primarily in

Rayong province, one of the country's industrial estate

hubs, were driven by significant price drops and plans

for future business expansion in Thailand. Commercial
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banks are expected to sell more of their non-

performing assets (NPAs), especially those valued at

under THB 3 million (USD 90,000) each, in the second

half of the year to comply with Bank of Thailand (BoT)

regulations, which require NPAs not performing for 12

years to be offloaded.

BAM, a public company established in 1998 with 46

percent ownership held by the BoT's Financial

Institutions Development Fund (FIDF), specializes in

managing distressed assets, including taking over bad

debts and unwanted properties to recover their value.

The agency currently oversees 24,378 assets valued at

THB 72.958 billion (USD 2.189 billion) and aims to sell

THB 7-8 billion (USD 210-240 million) worth of NPAs

this year. [The Nation]

Thailand: Warning over inadequate

funding for pensions

(wt) The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) of Thailand has

issued a warning about the potential insufficiency of

the Social Security Fund (SSF), a government-managed

fund designed to provide financial support and

benefits to workers and employees in various

situations, to manage long-term pension payments.

The FPO recommends the government increase its

contribution to the SSF from 12.75 percent to 18

percent and expedite the settlement of outstanding

debts totaling THB 71.4 billion (USD 1.93 billion).

In its fiscal risk report for 2023, the FPO highlighted the

long-term risk concerning the adequacy of old age

pensions within the SSF, which covers expenses such

as accidents, illness, unemployment, and retirement

for members aged 55 and over with at least 15 years of

membership. The cost of old age pensions has been

rising, reaching THB 2.3 trillion (USD 62.1 billion) in

2023, up from THB 1.9 trillion (USD 51.3 billion) in

2018.

A study revealed that the present value of estimated

revenue per net expenditure over the next 75 years is

only 0.07 times, significantly lower than the global

average of 0.7 times. To address this, the Finance

Ministry is considering increasing the SSF's additional

contribution rate to 18 percent, raising the retirement

age, and expanding the maximum wage base from

THB 15,000 (USD 405) to THB 23,000 (USD 621).

The Labour Ministry is also considering draft

regulations to set minimum and maximum wages for

social security contributions. The government is urged

to prioritize settling the outstanding contributions
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owed to the SSF, which stood at THB 71.4 billion as of

September 2023. During the pandemic, the

government reduced SSF member contributions to

support liquidity, but these rates have since

normalized, and illness-related benefits have

decreased post-pandemic. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Transnational Chinese-Thai

scam gang arrested

(wt) Pol Maj Gen Atip Pongsivapai, commander of the

Technology Crime Suppression Division announced on

July 5 on a successful raid a Chinese-led hybrid scam

syndicate in four locations in Bangkok, Chiang Rai,

Nonthaburi and Pathum Thani, resulting in the arrests

of two Chinese nationals and four Thais with cash and

other assets worth about THB 30 million (USD 0.8

million) seized. Their array of charges included illegal

assembly, colluding in participating in a transnational

crime organisation, public fraud, putting false

information into a computer system and money

laundering.

Victims reported to police being tricked into investing

in digital currency through a deceptive application

called Tidex. The scam involved convincing victims to

install the app and transfer money, promised high

returns and luring them for further investment. The

scammers then transferred those money to their

private digital wallets to avoid investigation before

selling the cryptocurrency and converting it into Thai

baht. [BangkokPost]

Thailand: Mobile emergency broadcast

system set for 2025 launch

(bk) Thailand will launch a new emergency alert system

early next year, ahead of its original mid-2025

schedule, after successful ground tests. The system, a

collaboration between the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), mobile

operators, and the Department of Disaster Prevention

and Mitigation, will send public safety notifications to

all mobile phones in Thailand, including those of

visiting foreigners, in Thai, English, Chinese, Japanese,

and Russian, similar to those used in Japan and South

Korea to alert people to natural disasters or dangerous

diseases. With cell broadcast technology, which allows

emergency warnings to be sent to all devices

connected to mobile networks within a specific area or
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nationwide, it will not require an app and will deliver

alerts as images and audio. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Marine Police chief transferred

to inactive post over smuggled oil

(lm) In Thailand, Marine Police chief Pol Maj Gen

Pritthipong Nuchanat has been transferred to an

inactive post to allow an investigation into the

disappearance of three boats and smuggled oil last

month. The transfer order, signed by a commissioner

of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), moves Pol

Maj Gen Pritthipong to the CIB operation center. Pol

Col Pornsak Laorujiralai, deputy commander of the

Crime Suppression Division, has been appointed as the

acting Marine Police commander.

The incident involves the disappearance of three boats

carrying 330,000 liters of smuggled oil from a Marine

Police pier in Chon Buri in June. The boats were later

found near the maritime border with Malaysia, but

their oil cargo had been sold in Cambodia. Four

subordinates had previously been transferred in

connection with the case. The boats were originally

seized in March, with 28 crew members arrested and

later released on bail. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Ministry of Public Security

proposes fines for domestic violence,

including forced sex

(wn) The Ministry of Public Security in Vietnam has

proposed a draft law imposing fines for various forms

of domestic violence, including forced sex. The law

aims to address unethical behaviors within family

relationships and provide protections against domestic

violence.

The proposed fines range from VND 30 million to VND

50 million (USD 1,167 to USD 1,945) for forcing a

spouse to have sexual intercourse against their will.

Other penalties include fines for forcing a family

member to leave their residence (VND 5 million to VND

10 million or USD 194 to USD 389), threatening

violence (VND 10 million to VND 20 million or USD 389

to USD 778), instigating or assisting in domestic

violence (VND 5 million to VND 10 million or USD 194

to USD 389), and distributing materials inciting violence

(VND 1 million to VND 2 million or USD 39 to USD 78).

The draft also covers penalties for physical assault,

psychological pressure, neglect of vulnerable family
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members, and forcing family members to engage in or

witness degrading acts. Fines vary from VND 1 million

to VND 50 million (USD 39 to USD 1,945) depending on

the severity of the offense.  [Vietnam News] [Vietnam

Net Global]

Vietnam: Three arrested for arranging to

smuggle people disguised as monks to

Australia

(wn) In Vietnam, three individuals were arrested for

facilitating people smuggling to Australia by using fake

Buddhist monk credentials. They instructed a man to

shave his head and wear monk robes to create the

appearance of a Buddhist monk, then contacted

Buddhist organizations in Australia to obtain an

invitation letter. The plan was for the man to work

illegally on a farm in Australia, not study at a retreat.

The police uncovered the scheme, which charged each

person VND300 million (USD 11,785.50) for the fake

credentials and travel arrangements. [The Star]

[Vietnam Express]

Vietnam: Authorities fine social media

users for videos of a rock resembling

prominent monk

(wn) Vietnamese authorities fined two social media

users VND 5 million (USD 200) each for posting

YouTube videos of a rock said to resemble "barefoot

monk" Thich Minh Tue, who gained social media fame

in May through his documented journey across

Vietnam. The fines were issued by police in An Giang

province and the Department of Cyber Security and

High-Tech Crime Prevention, citing violations of a

decree on administrative sanctions related to

information technology and electronic transactions.

Meanwhile, Tue's whereabouts remain unknown,

causing concern among his family and followers. His

brother contacted police in Gia Lai province on July 1,

seeking information about Tue’s condition. Despite

media reports suggesting he voluntarily withdrew from

the public eye, the Vietnam Buddhist Sangha clarified

that Tue is not affiliated with the state-sanctioned

religious group. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Eleven Christians missing, global

rights groups reports
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(wn) A global religious rights group, International

Christian Concern (ICC), has raised concerns about the

disappearance of 11 Vietnamese Christians, many of

whom are Montagnards from the Central Highlands.

The group includes six Protestant and five Catholic

men, who were sentenced between 2011 and 2016 to

a total of 90 years and eight months in prison for

charges related to their religious beliefs.

The ICC also reported that five Catholics were similarly

accused of "undermining national unity policy" for

participating in activities of the Ha Mon Catholic

Church, which is not state-sanctioned.

In January, 100 individuals from Dak Lak province were

tried for an attack on two People’s Commune

headquarters, resulting in harsh sentences, including

life imprisonment for ten people and varying terms for

others. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Planning and Investment

Ministry expects economy to grow by 7

percent in 2024

(wn) Vietnam's Ministry of Planning and Investment

forecasts that the country's economy could grow by 7

percent for the full year, with growth rates of 7.4

percent and 7.6 percent in the last two quarters,

respectively. This positive outlook is based on robust

growth in economic sectors, a quicker recovery of

private investment and state-owned enterprises,

strong foreign direct investment, robust exports,

improving tourism and consumption, and new policies.

Minister Nguyen Chi Dung stated that if this

momentum continues, Vietnam could meet or exceed

the National Assembly's growth target of 6.5 percent.

In the first half of the year, Vietnam's economy grew by

6.42 percent, according to the General Statistics Office.

[The Star] 
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization

summit highlights commitment to

multipolar world order and stability

(jm) On July 4, the 24th Summit of Heads of State of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) concluded in

Astana, Kazakhstan, with the adoption of the Astana

Declaration, aimed at enhancing cohesion and

cooperation in the Eurasian region.

The summit commenced with the acceptance of

Belarus as the SCO's 10th full member. The SCO,

founded in 2001, initially comprised six countries:

Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Tajikistan, and

Uzbekistan. India and Pakistan joined in 2017, followed

by Iran in 2023. The SCO also has two observer states,

Afghanistan and Mongolia, and 14 dialogue partners,

including Turkey, represented by President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan at this year's summit. [Anadolu Agency

1]

This Astana Declaration emphasized the SCO's

commitment to a more representative, democratic,

equitable, and multipolar world order. It highlighted

the importance of cooperation within the organization

for establishing a security architecture in Eurasia based

on equality and indivisibility.

Key principles reiterated in the declaration include

territorial integrity, non-interference in internal affairs,

and the non-use of force. The SCO members

reaffirmed their commitment to peaceful dispute

resolution through dialogue and consultation and

stressed the right of member states to choose their

political and socioeconomic development paths

independently. The member states resolved to

enhance the SCO's potential and international

influence, recognizing it as a crucial organization in a

multipolar world. [Anadolu Agency 2]

Other key agreements signed included the SCO's

development strategy for the next 12 months, with

Kazakhstan set to pass the chairmanship to China in
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2025. There is speculation that the SCO may expand

further next year. In response to growing security

concerns, notably the March terrorist attack outside

Moscow claimed by ISIS-K, leaders approved a three-

year Cooperation Program to combat terrorism,

separatism, and extremism. An agreement on the

regional anti-drug strategy was also signed.

The SCO's development strategy for energy

cooperation was another significant document,

highlighting Kazakhstan's transition to green energy.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping referenced key joint projects

like the Zhanatas wind farm and Turgusun hydropower

station in a recent article in the Kazakh press. [The

State Council, the PRC]

Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev welcomed

the heads of state, including Russian President

Vladimir Putin, Belarusian President Aleksandr

Lukashenko, and Chinese leader Xi Jinping. Meanwhile,

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not attend.

The afternoon session, known as the “SCO Plus,”

included heads of state from dialogue partners such as

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev. Turkmenistan was

represented by its former leader Gurbanguly

Berdimuhamedov, now chairman of the country's

People’s Council. [The Times of Central Asia]

President Xi Jinping speaks at Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation summit

(jg) At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

summit on July 4, Chinese President Xi Jinping called on

member states to resist external interference,

implicitly referring to the US.

Xi's speech highlighted the risks of maintaining a cold

war mindset and urged the SCO to safeguard security,

promote development, and maintain solidarity. He

emphasized the need for coordinated efforts in

security, economic development, cultural exchange,

and fair global governance to build a stronger, more

inclusive future for all. Xi pledged to enhance economic

and scientific cooperation among SCO members,

support innovation, and maintain stable supply chains

to boost regional growth. [Xinhua]

Xi and Russian President Vladimir Putin, who has faced

Western isolation since the Ukraine invasion, met at

the summit on July 3, with Putin praising the strong ties

between Russia and China.
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The SCO, which had originally been formed to address

security challenges post-Soviet Union, has grown from

six members in 2001 to ten, including India, Pakistan,

Iran, and Belarus. Its membership now covers over 40

percent of the world’s population and about 20

percent of the global GDP. Arab states like Egypt and

Saudi Arabia have also become dialogue partners,

seen as a move to reduce reliance on the US.

The SCO, dominated by China and Russia, aims to

advance an alternative world order, challenging

Western-centric organizations like NATO, the European

Union, and the Group of Seven Nations, which are

heavily influenced by the US. [CNN] [South China

Morning Post 1]

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was notably

absent from the meeting, represented instead by

Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, although

Modi is scheduled to visit Russia for talks with Putin.

Observers interpret Modi's absence as a sign that he

does not view the SCO as the most effective platform

for pursuing India's interests. [South China Morning

Post 2] 

EU imposes provisional tariffs on Chinese

electric vehicles

(jm) On July 3, the European Commission announced

the imposition of provisional duties on Chinese electric

vehicles (EVs) to address what it considers unfair

subsidies provided to Chinese EV manufacturers.

Starting July 5, tariffs ranging from 17.4 percent to 37.6

percent will be applied to these imports, in addition to

the existing 10 percent import duties.

These measures are intended to counteract the

economic threat posed to European car manufacturers

by the influx of state-subsidized Chinese EVs, which are

typically 20 percent cheaper than their European

counterparts. [European Commission]

Back in June, the European Commission had initiated

an anti-subsidy investigation expected to conclude in

four months (see AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3). Depending

on the findings, the Commission may propose

definitive duties lasting five years, subject to approval

by EU member states. While European policymakers

emphasize the need to protect local manufacturers,

some, like Volkswagen, have expressed concerns that

the tariffs' negative impacts could outweigh potential

benefits (see article below).
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In response, China has vowed to take "all necessary

measures" to protect its interests, including possible

new tariffs on European imports such as cognac and

pork. Despite ongoing technical discussions, China

hopes for a resolution through continued negotiations

over the next four months. [Ministry of Foreign of

Affairs of the PRC]

Certain companies, including Tesla and BMW, which

cooperated with the EU's investigation, will face a 20.8

percent tariff, while non-cooperating firms will be

subjected to the maximum 37.6npercent duty. The

tariffs might prompt Chinese automakers to consider

establishing production facilities in Europe to mitigate

the impact of higher labor and manufacturing costs.

The move by the European Commission aims to

prevent a recurrence of past issues, such as the

collapse of European solar panel manufacturers due to

competition from Chinese imports. Additionally, the

United States plans to implement a 100 percent tariff

on Chinese EVs starting in August, indicating a broader

international effort to address similar concerns. [DW]

German automotive industry urges EU to

drop EC tariffs on China 

(rl) Germany's German Association of the Automotive

Industry (Verband der Automobilindustrie, VAD)

VDA auto association has called on the European

Commission to cancel its planned tariffs on China-

made electric vehicles (EVs). The VDA warns that these

tariffs would harm both European and U.S. carmakers

exporting from China and could provoke retaliatory

tariffs from China, impacting Germany's significant

export market.

The revised tariffs, announced on July 4, show a slight

reduction for non-cooperating companies like China's

state-owned SAIC, which will face tariffs of 37.6

percent, down from 38.1 percent. Companies

cooperating with EU investigators will see duties of

20.8 percent, slightly down from 21.0 percent. Tariffs

for vehicles made by Geely were adjusted to 19.9

percent, and BYD will face 17.4 percent duties.

[Euroactiv]

BMW CEO Oliver Zipse criticized the tariffs, calling

them a "dead end" that would hurt global companies,

slow the supply of EVs to Europe, and fail to enhance

the competitiveness of European manufacturers.
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According to VDA, the value of German passenger car

exports to China last year was more than three times

the value of imports from China, with component

suppliers exporting four times as much as they import.

The association suggests that instead of imposing

tariffs, the EU should focus on securing access to

critical raw materials, many controlled by China, for

Europe's EV industry. They also proposed creating a

council to address market access barriers and trade

policy transparency.

German economists are divided on the tariffs. A survey

by the Institute for Economic Research (Ifo), one of

Germany's largest economic think-tanks found that a

third support the tariffs to counter Chinese subsidies,

another third opposes them to avoid a trade war, and

others have mixed views on the tariff levels.

Economists from the German independent, non-profit

economic research institute and think tank Kiel

Institute for the World Economy suggest that while the

tariffs might reduce Chinese car imports by 42 percent

the long term, they could be offset by increased

European sales and imports from third countries. They

propose an alternative scenario, eliminating existing 10

percent import duties on cars from WTO member

countries without free trade agreements, to enhance

EU welfare and support the green transformation.

[Reuters]

Chinese automakers, meanwhile, have urged Beijing to

retaliate by increasing tariffs on imported European

gasoline-powered cars, as reported by the Global

Times. A meeting to discuss this response included

companies such as SAIC, BYD, BMW, Volkswagen, and

its Porsche division. [Global Times]

The EU and China are in talks to resolve the issue, with

the European Commission expecting China to present

a roadmap addressing what Brussels calls unfair

government subsidies.

Chinese EV makers adapt to western

tariffs by expanding into African markets

(jm) Chinese electric vehicle (EV) manufacturers are

responding to recent increased tariffs imposed by the

EU and the US by exploring alternative markets,

specifically in Africa. Neta Auto vice-president Zhou

Jiang described the tariffs as "protectionist policies" but

expressed confidence that these barriers are

temporary. Zhou emphasized the potential negative

impacts on consumers and technology development if

the tariffs persist.
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Meanwhile, Neta Auto has initiated its expansion into

Africa, opening its first store in Kenya and planning to

assemble 250 EVs monthly with Associated Vehicle

Assemblers (AVA). This expansion aims to make Kenya

a hub for Neta EV exports across Africa. Over the next

two years, Neta plans to enter 20 countries and open

100 stores in Africa, targeting annual sales of over

20,000 units.

Other Chinese EV companies like BYD, Geely, Dongfeng

Motor, Great Wall Motor, and SAIC Motor are also

eyeing Africa's emerging EV market. This past June,

BYD launched its Seal U DM-i model in Morocco and

partnered with Rwandan EV manufacturer Ampersand

to build 40,000 electric motorbikes in Rwanda and

Kenya by 2026. Additionally, Chinese state-owned

CHTC Motors is working with Kenyan start-up BasiGo

to assemble electric buses in Nairobi.

While these efforts reflect China leveraging its strong

relationships across Africa to capitalize on the growing

demand for EVs, challenges such as inadequate EV

infrastructure and energy instability remain. Hybrid

vehicles are seen as a potential solution to bridge the

gap, offering fuel efficiency without the need for

extensive charging networks. Overall, Chinese EV

makers are adapting to the shifting global trade

landscape by diversifying their market presence and

strengthening their presence in Africa. [SCMP]

China responds to EU’s EV probe with anti-

dumping hearing on Brandy

(jm) On July 5, China's Ministry of Commerce

announced an anti-dumping hearing regarding brandy

imports from the European Union, scheduled for July

18. [Ministry of Commerce of the PRC]

This comes after the investigation initiated in January

targeting European brandy imported in containers

smaller than 200 liters (see AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2).

The investigation was launched in response to the

European Commission's inquiry into potential unfair

subsidies received by Chinese electric vehicle

manufacturers (see AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3). [Reuters

1]

China's response includes a reciprocal investigation

into European brandy and a probe into pork imports,

reflecting a strategy to pressure France and Spain, key

EU supporters of the tariffs.
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China has accused the European Commission of using

its anti-dumping investigation to gain insights into

Chinese supply chains, asserting that the efficiency of

these chains gives China a competitive advantage. In

parallel, the European Commission is seeking feedback

from the semiconductor industry on China's expanded

production of older generation chips. [Reuters 2]

EU investigates industry views on China’s

chip production

(jm) The European Commission is seeking feedback

from the semiconductor industry regarding China's

increased production of older generation computer

chips. This examination involves two voluntary surveys

for the chip industry and major chip-using industrial

firms, due in September. The Commission aims to

assess the use of legacy chips in supply chains, with

potential for joint EU-US measures to address

dependencies and market distortions.

China's significant investment in legacy chip

production, supported by state subsidies, is partly

driven by restrictions on access to advanced chips due

to US-led measures. While this investment reduces

China's reliance on foreign chips, Western

governments are concerned about long-term

implications, including potential oversupply.

The new surveys are broader than the US Department

of Commerce's security-focused survey and seek

detailed information on the sourcing, products, pricing,

and competitive estimates related to chips. For

European firms like ASML, Infineon,

STMicroelectronics, and NXP, China's legacy chip

production presents both competition and business

opportunities.

Europe's diverse industries, such as automotive,

aerospace, and health-tech, may hesitate to disclose

their use of Chinese legacy chips, complicated by the

complex nature of chip supply chains. German

carmakers, significantly invested in the Chinese

market, oppose tariffs on Chinese EVs and are

diversifying their chip suppliers post-COVID-19

shortages. [Reuters]

China leads global race in generative AI

parents
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(rl) China is leading the global race in generative AI

patents, filing six times more patents than the United

States, according to a UN report released on July 3.

[WIPO]

Generative AI has seen over 50,000 patent applications

in the past decade, the World Intellectual Property

Organization (WIPO) reported. A quarter of these were

filed in 2023 alone. Between 2014 and 2023, China

filed more than 38,000 generative AI patents,

compared to 6,276 by the United States. South Korea,

Japan, and India followed, with India growing at the

fastest rate.

Top applicants include China's ByteDance, Alibaba

Group, and Microsoft's backer, OpenAI. Generative AI

is expected to impact various sectors, including

science, publishing, and transportation, WIPO noted.

The report anticipates further patent filings, with

future updates to be released, potentially utilizing

generative AI for analysis. [Forbes] [Reuters]

For a discussion of the competition between China and

the US in the field of generative AI, see Jared Cohen

and George Lee at [Goldman Sachs] who argue that

“[t]his technology competition will see geopolitical

priorities drive economic decision-making, including

through export controls, sanctions, tariffs, industrial

policy, investment screening, and other measures

deployed to increase absolute and relative

advantages.”

China largely rejects Western human

rights recommendations at Universal

Periodic Review session

(jg) In January China was presented with a total of 428

recommendation from other UN member states at the

Universal Periodic Review (UPR). Key areas of concern

included the crackdown on civil liberties in Hong Kong,

following the 2019 pro-democracy protests; and efforts

to erase cultural and religious identity and repression

in the regions of Tibet and Xinjiang.

More specifically, the UK called on Chinese authorities

to end the persecution of minorities in Xinjiang and

Tibet and of all individuals persecuted under Hong

Kong’s National Security Law, including Jimmy Lai.

Moreover, the US called for the release of all persons

facing arbitrary detention.

On July 4, China confirmed during the UPR adoption

process that it had accepted 70 percent of the
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recommendations. However, it rejected most

proposals from Western countries, labeling them as

"politically motivated, based on disinformation,

ideologically biased, or interfering in China’s

sovereignty." China's Ambassador to the UN Chen Xu

called for an end to the use of human rights as a

means to attack China.

With 24 of the recommendations specifically related to

Hong Kong, Hong Kong Chief Secretary for

Administration Eric Chan Kwok-ki, replied affirming the

city's commitment to protecting human rights and

rejecting unfounded criticisms. Chan, who was the

deputy head of the Chinese delegation at the UPR

review meeting, insisted that the national security laws

have created an environment for freedom and

prosperity.

In 2022, UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet published a

report that brought UN endorsement to long-running

allegations of serious abuses in Xinjiang and possible

“crimes against humanity” (see AiR No, 36,

September/2022, 1). China rejected this report. [Hong

Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post] 

Italy seizes combat drone parts bound for

Libya disguised as wind turbines

(jm) On July 2, Italian customs and maritime authorities

intercepted parts for two combat drones concealed as

wind turbines in containers on route from China to

Libya. The seizure occurred at the port of Gioia Tauro,

where six containers labeled as wind turbine parts

were found to contain fuselages and wings for military

drones. The Financial Police, responsible for

countering smuggling, discovered the drone

components hidden among materials resembling wind

turbine fan blades to avoid detection.

The intercepted drones weigh over three tons, with

lengths exceeding 32 feet and wingspans of over 65

feet. Intelligence from the United States reportedly led

Italian authorities to impound three containers from

the ship MSC Arina on June 18, with three more

expected to arrive on the MSC Apolline. The drones,

identified as Wing Loong UAVs, were allegedly

intended for Libyan General Khalifa Haftar in Benghazi,

along with two control stations.

The Wing Loong-2 drones, similar in function to the US-

made MQ-9 Reaper but with lower maximum speed

and altitude, have previously been used by Haftar's

forces. The Financial Guard's drone specifications align

with those of the Wing Loong-2 as described by
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Chinese state media. Neither the Financial Guard nor

The Times confirmed Chinese government involvement

in the shipment.

China's Foreign Ministry did not respond to requests

for comment, and Italian authorities did not specify

whether the shipment included munitions. The seized

shipment likely violates the longstanding UN embargo

on arms to and from Libya. General Haftar's Libyan

National Army, based in eastern Libya, has received

support from Russia and attempted to overthrow the

internationally recognized government in 2020.

The Wing Loong-2 has been linked to previous conflicts

in Libya, with a UN report and a BBC investigation

indicating its use by Haftar's forces, likely supplied by

the United Arab Emirates. Additionally, in April, two

Libyan men were charged in Canada for conspiring to

sell Chinese-made drones to Libya between 2018 and

2021 in exchange for oil. [Business Insider]

Japan to aid Southeast Asia in developing

local large language models

(rl) Japan will assist Southeast Asian countries in

training large language models in their local languages,

promoting the advancement of artificial intelligence in

the region.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida will announce this public-

private initiative at the Asia Business Summit, hosted

by the Japan Business Federation, or Keidanren. This

will improve economic security risks posed by

dependence on foreign technologies and preserve

cultural diversity.

Countries like Singapore, Malaysia and Vietnam will

gain partnerships between Japanese AI firms and

businesses across the region and will be given

Japanese subsidies and startup supports through

programs like the Generative AI Accelerator Challenge

and skills-building plan targeting 100,000 individuals

over the next five years.

Kishida sees AI and decarbonization as areas where

Japan can offer unique assistance to the Association of

Southeast Asian countries. [Nikkei Asia 1] [Nikkei Asia

2]

NATO summit to discuss North Korea-

Russia alliance
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(ac) The NATO summit is scheduled to be held from

July 9 to 11 in Washington, USA. South Korea and Japan

will join the security discussions along with 32 NATO

countries to address the security threats and growing

military cooperations between Russia and North

Korea.

The strategy partnership treaty shared between Russia

and North Korea raised concerns among Indo-Pacific

partners about North Korea’s support for Russia in the

Ukraine war (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4). [VOA]

South Korea to attend the NATO summit

as Indo-Pacific partners

(ac) South Korean president Yoon Suk Yeol is set to

attend the NATO summit along with the Indo-Pacific

partners (Australia, New Zealand, and Japan) in

Washington, US from July 9 to 11. The summit will

address concerns on Ukraine war, disinformation,

cybersecurity, and cooperations between the

transatlantic security alliance between the Indo-Pacific

region.

South Korea confirmed that President Yoon Suk Yeol is

planning to address the concern over the military

cooperation between Russia and North Korea, and

discuss potential countering measures, and strategies

among the NATO and Indo-Pacific members states.

[Yonhap News]

Bangladesh Prime Minister Hasina visits

Beijing as China, India eye influence

(lm) Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on July 8

commenced an ongoing three-day visit to China,

marking her first trip to the country in five years.

During her visit, she will hold separate meetings with

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang. The

visit aims to balance Bangladesh's relations with both

China and India, following Hasina's recent visit to New

Delhi. [Prothom Alo]

Prime Minister Hasina expected to seek USD 20 billion

fresh loans from China

During the meetings, Prime Minister Hasina is

expected to discuss and potentially secure a USD 20

billion loan, with USD 15 billion allocated for

infrastructure projects, while USD 5 billion, to be

disbursed in yuan, is supposed to facilitate payments

for imports from China. Key projects include the Dhaka
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Mass Rapid Transit Development Project (Line 2), the

Bhanga-Kuakata rail line, a bridge over the Kocha river

at Pirojpur, the renovation of Dhaka Medical College

Hospital, and a third parallel gas transmission pipeline

from Maheshkhali/Matarbari to Bakhrabad. [The Daily

Star 1]

Additionally, over 20 agreements may be signed,

focusing on investments, trade, and economic

cooperation. Discussions will also include the

possibility of starting negotiations for a free trade

agreement to boost exports to China.

In related updates, Chinese company Unicorn

Handbag has proposed to invest USD 12.85 million in

the Bepza Economic Zone (BEZ) in Bangladesh’s

Chattogram province to establish a carry bag and

luggage manufacturing industry. The company signed

an agreement with the Bangladesh Export Processing

Zones Authority on July 3. [The Daily Star 2]

Teesta River significant point of discussion

A significant point of discussion will be the Teesta River

Comprehensive Management and Restoration Project,

a significant development initiative proposed to

manage and restore the Teesta River, which flows

through India and Bangladesh. The project is of

strategic interest to both India and China, with China

expressing a keen interest in financing and executing

parts of the project, while India has also shown interest

in participating, not least due to the project's location

near the sensitive Siliguri Corridor. [Deutsche Welle]

India is a political friend, China is a friend for attaining

development, Bangladesh Minister says

Speaking against this backdrop ahead of the ongoing

China visit of Prime Minister Hasina, the country’s

transport minister said that Dhaka views India as a

long-standing political ally and Beijing as a key partner

for its developmental goals. Minister Obaidul Quader,

a senior leader of the ruling Awami League party,

emphasized Bangladesh’s balanced diplomacy and

defended the government’s collaborations with both

China and India, criticizing the opposition for not

acknowledging the benefits brought by these

partnerships. [The Hindu]

Bangladesh’s prime minister defends

decision to allow transit facilities to India

(lm) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has

defended her government's decision to allow transit
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facilities to neighboring India, stating that in the

current era of globalization, Bangladesh cannot keep

its doors closed.

The transit agreements between Bangladesh and India,

initiated in 2010 and formalized in 2015, allow India to

use Bangladeshi land and waterways for transporting

goods to its northeastern states. This includes using

ports like Chittagong and Mongla. This includes the

recent inauguration of the 6th cross-border rail link

between Agartala in India and Akhaura on the Dhaka-

Chittagong railway line, enhancing connectivity and

trade between the two countries.

Speaking against this backdrop, in a recent speech in

Parliament, Prime Minister Hasina emphasized that

providing transit to India has not caused any losses;

rather, it has benefited Bangladesh by generating toll

revenue and fostering economic opportunities. She

highlighted the advantages, such as obtaining fuel

from India’s Assam state at a cheaper rate and the

potential to expand the pipeline to Natore.

Hasina also mentioned that Bangladesh has gained

transit facilities from India to transport goods to Nepal

and Bhutan and stressed the importance of joining the

trans-Asian highway. At the same time, she criticized

opposition parties for their remarks about her recent

visit to India and recounted how previous regimes,

including those of Ziaur Rahman, HM Ershad, and

Khaleda Zia, neglected national interests in dealings

with India. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal

advocate for unified chamber of

commerce to tackle trade barrier

(ps) Business leaders have proposed establishing a

BBIN Chamber of Commerce to tackle trade barriers in

the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal sub-region.

The proposal, discussed at a Bhutan-India networking

session, aims to enhance regional cooperation and

address non-tariff barriers. The chamber would

facilitate business, advocate for policy adjustments,

and handle trade-related complaints. The Indian

Chamber of Commerce will lead the initiative, with

plans to set up a secretariat in Kolkata. [Kuensel]

The BBIN Chamber of Commerce is an initiative aimed

at fostering trade and economic cooperation among

the sub-region countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,

and Nepal. During a Bhutan-India networking session

held in Thimphu, business leaders discussed the

establishment of this chamber. The BBIN initiative
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involves multiple steps aimed at enhancing regional

cooperation. Governments and stakeholders engage in

discussions to identify areas of cooperation and sign

agreements to facilitate the movement of goods and

people. Developing detailed plans for infrastructure

development, such as road and rail connectivity.

Establishing institutional mechanisms to address trade

barriers and promote economic activities.

Massive floods affect millions across

South Asia

(sg/lm) Massive floods have recently devastated

regions in India, Nepal, and Bangladesh, killing dozens

and affecting millions. Large-scale rescue operations

are underway, with authorities directing thousands to

shelters and providing food and supplies to the

stranded. The UN predicts "above normal" rainfall for

the South Asia monsoon season, which lasts until

September.

In Nepal, 14 people have died since last week, with key

highways blocked and bridges swept away. This year's

monsoon has already claimed over 40 lives, and

authorities are urging vigilance as the Koshi river

exceeds danger levels. In Kathmandu, streets have

flooded, forcing residents to seek higher ground. [bbc]

In India’s Assam state, 2.4 million people have been

affected, and 66 have died since mid-May. Floodwaters

have submerged roads and farmlands, and the

Brahmaputra's rising levels are expected to worsen the

situation. The Kaziranga nature reserve has been

significantly impacted, with four rhinos and numerous

deer among the wildlife casualties. In Mumbai, heavy

rains led to school closures and road flooding. [ANI]

In Bangladesh, two million people are affected, with at

least eight deaths. The Brahmaputra has flooded a

quarter of the districts, causing a severe drinking water

crisis and food shortages. [bbc]

Sri Lanka says it will not ban any foreign

research ships from its ports from next

year

(lm) Sri Lanka has announced it will lift a ban on

foreign research ships visiting its ports starting next

year, just seven months after imposing it for a year.

The decision, conveyed by Foreign Minister Ali Sabry

during a visit to Japan, aims to maintain a neutral
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stance in international disputes. The move comes after

recent docking of Chinese research ships and aims to

facilitate transparent marine research collaborations,

including a Japanese plan to assist Sri Lanka in

conducting surveys and utilizing its maritime

resources. [Daily Mirror] [The Maritime Executive]

Indonesia to lead August joint military

drills with 19 nations

(si) The Indonesian Military (TNI) is set to conduct

Super Garuda Shield 2024, a major international

military exercise scheduled from August 26 to

September 5, 2024.

The TNI unveiled that this year's exercise will include

participation from 19 allied nations, such as the United

States, Australia, Singapore, Japan, Germany, and

South Korea, with discussions still ongoing regarding

China's involvement.

The drills will be held at three locations: Situbondo in

East Java, Karawang in West Java, and Baturaja in South

Sumatra. Planned activities include beach landing

exercises in Situbondo, parachute drops in Karawang,

and live-fire drills in Baturaja.

The primary goal of Super Garuda Shield is to bolster

international cooperation and strengthen regional

defense capabilities. [Tempo]

Palestine Responds: “Not the Right Time”

for Indonesia-Malaysia peacekeeper

proposal

(si) Palestine has responded to Indonesia and

Malaysia's proposal to send UN-mandated

peacekeeping forces to Gaza, currently under Israeli

attack, stating that now is not the right time for

implementation on July 4.

Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of Palestine to

the UN, emphasized that the priority is ending the

conflict and saving lives, with most efforts focused on

this goal. He mentioned that post-conflict, Palestine

would consider various options, including security

forces from Indonesia and Malaysia, with an open

mind.

The idea of a peacekeeping force was initially proposed

by Indonesia's Defense Minister and President-elect
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Prabowo Subianto. Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim expressed support during a call with Prabowo,

indicating Malaysia's willingness to cooperate if

mandated by the UN.

While both countries have shown readiness to

contribute, Mansour clarified that the current situation

does not yet necessitate peacekeepers. Indonesian

Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi also reiterated that

Indonesia would be prepared to send troops if a

ceasefire is achieved, and the UN calls for

peacekeepers.

Indonesia is a significant contributor to UN

peacekeeping missions, ranking sixth globally with

2,715 personnel as of April 2024. [Tempo]

Indonesia delivers USD 2 million in aid to

Papua New Guinea and Afghanistan

(si) Indonesia dispatched humanitarian aid worth IDR

35.5 billion (approximately USD 2 million) on July 8 to

Papua New Guinea, which was hit by a landslide, and

Afghanistan, which faced an earthquake and flash

floods.

The aid to Papua New Guinea, valued at IDR 18 billion,

included medicines, hygiene kits, and food. The

assistance to Afghanistan was worth IDR 17.5 billion.

[JakartaGlobe]

Laos to host event on energy futures of

ASEAN region

(lvw) Laos’s Ministry of Energy and Mines is organizing

and hosting the 24th ASEAN Energy Business Forum

(AEBF-24) from September 25-27. The forum, held

alongside the 42nd ASEAN Ministers on Energy

Meeting, follows the theme “ASEAN: Enhancing

Connectivity and Resilience” and aims to facilitate

knowledge exchange among various stakeholders.

Soukvisan Khinsamone, Deputy Director General of the

Lao Ministry of Energy and Mines, emphasized that the

forum aims to enhance energy security, promote

renewable energy, and advance regional energy

connectivity. The event will include a high-level plenary

session, a Minister-CEO Dialogue, the 4th ASEAN

International Conference on Energy and Environment,

and the launch of the 8th ASEAN Energy Outlook.
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Topics covered will include the ASEAN Power Grid,

trans-ASEAN gas pipelines, the electric vehicle

ecosystem, hydropower, bioenergy, and hydrogen

development. [ASEAN Energy] [Laotian Times]

International Court of Justice allows

seven counites to participate in Myanmar

case

(tl) Canada, Gambia, Denmark, France, Germany,

Netherlands appear before the United Nations

International Court of Justice (ICJ). The ICJ announced

that the United Kingdom and the Maldives were

permitted to intervene and participate.  Since

November 2023, several countries have asked the

International Court of Justice to indicate their interest

in intervening in this dispute. These seven countries

can submit written statements on the topics in which

they wish to intervene, and the court will then consider

whether they are permitted to participate orally. The

Gambia filed a complaint with the ICJ for breaking

international law against genocide, to which Myanmar

is a signatory.

ICJ has ruled that declarations of intervention by the

Gambia and Myanmar are admissible under Article 63

of the Statute of the International Court of Justice. The

Gambia alleged that Myanmar's actions against the

Rohingya ethnic group violated the Convention on the

Prevention and Punishment of Genocide. The Gambia

filed the case in November 2019, on behalf of the57

members of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

Myanmar argued that the OIC had no standing before

the court and had no standing to lodge a case before

the alleged acts of genocide were committed outside

its territory. The ICJ issued provisional measures in

January 2020, but the effectiveness of these measures

was questioned. Civil rights groups have urged the UN

Security Council to coordinate an intervention to

protect the Rohingya and other ethnic minorities in

Myanmar. [Voice of America] [The Reuters][JURIS Legal

News]

Singapore prepared in principle to

recognize Palestine as a state at

appropriate time, foreign minister says

(lb) Singapore is prepared to recognize Palestine as a

state at an appropriate time, Foreign Minister Vivian

Balakrishnan announced in Parliament on July 2. He
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emphasized that such recognition should contribute to

peace and support a negotiated two-state solution.

This solution would require an effective Palestinian

government that accepts Israel's right to exist and

categorically rejects terrorism.

This stance follows Singapore's vote on May 10 in favor

of a UN General Assembly resolution supporting

Palestine's membership in the UN. The vote was aimed

at encouraging direct negotiations between Israel and

Palestine at a time when prospects for such talks

appeared increasingly bleak.

Balakrishnan also highlighted Singapore's continuous

support for Palestinian development through technical

assistance and capacity-building programs. Since 2013,

Singapore has provided an Enhanced Technical

Assistance Package (ETAP) worth USD 10 million to

help build the capacity of the Palestinian Authority

(PA). This includes training over 750 Palestinian officials

in areas such as diplomacy, water management,

economic development, and urban planning. The

initiative also offers postgraduate scholarships for

Palestinian officials to study in Singapore.

During his visit to Ramallah in March 2024, PA Prime

Minister Mohammad Mustafa expressed appreciation

for Singapore’s assistance and sought further support

in civil service training and digitalization. In response,

Singapore is currently conducting a course on

transforming the public service using artificial

intelligence for PA officials until July 12. [The Straits

Times]

China-made submarine ordered by

Thailand reportedly offered to Indonesia

(lm) China is reportedly offering to sell Indonesia a

half-built submarine initially ordered by Thailand,

including an option to install a German-made engine if

desired. The proposal was presented by officials from

China State Shipbuilding Corporation (CSSC) during a

visit to Jakarta's Ministry of Defence on June 28. This

comes amid ongoing negotiations between Thailand

and China over the submarine deal, which has faced

delays due to engine supply issues. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand's original 2017 contract for the S26T diesel-

electric submarine stipulated a German-made engine,

but Germany's refusal to sell the engine to China, citing

European Union military export restrictions, halted

progress. China has since proposed using a Chinese-

built generator for the Thai submarine, seeking to

avoid penalties for breach of contract. In mid-May both
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sides also agreed that Beijing would compensate

Bangkok with training simulators and other support

worth approximately THB 200 million to address the

delays and changes.

The Royal Thai Navy is now seeking cabinet approval to

amend the original contract and extend the project

timeline by an additional 1,217 days. Earlier this

month, Thai Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang said the

final decision on the next step with the submarine

procurement plan was pending a legal review.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Against this backdrop it is worth noting that the CSSC

now assured Indonesia that it could choose an engine

from any vendor, including Germany's MTU, for the

submarine. Additionally, the offer includes

modifications for the S26T to deploy Chinese-made YJ-

18 torpedo tube-launched anti-ship cruise missiles.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Authorities in Malaysia detain 39 women

for prostitution

(lm) Malaysian authorities have detained 39 foreign

women, including 22 Thais, for allegedly offering

massages with sexual services in Kuala Lumpur and

Selangor. The arrests were made by the Anti-Vice,

Gambling and Secret Societies Division at massage

parlors in 10 locations. The detained women, aged

between 19 and 50, also include six Laotians, five

Vietnamese, five Indonesians, and one Cambodian.

They face charges of prostitution and illegal entry, as

they had declared their trips as "social visits." [Bangkok

Post]

Thai Army rescues Moroccans from

Myanmar call center gangs

(bk) The Thai army successfully secured the release of

12 Moroccans from scam call centers in Myanmar,

near Tak, Thailand's border province. These individuals

were part of a group of 21 who had been deceived by

human trafficking gangs into employment in casinos in

Myanmar but ended up in the call centers instead.

Seven other Moroccans had been released earlier after

their families paid a ransom, while two others chose to

continue working there.

This rescue operation came about after Rangsiman

Rome, a list MP from Thailand's main opposition Move
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Forward Party (MFP) and the chairman of the House of

Representatives Committee on National Security,

Border Affairs, National Strategy, and National Reform,

received a plea from the Moroccan Embassy in

Thailand and sought the army's assistance in May.

Following investigations with NGOs along the Thai-

Myanmar border to locate the group, Thai army

intelligence then approached the Democratic Karen

Buddhist Army (DKBA), the ethnic military organization

that controls the area where the casinos are situated,

seeking their assistance in negotiating the release with

the call center gangs. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand's state-owned bank to offer

loans for Thais seeking berry picking jobs

in Finland, Sweden

(bk) The state-owned Bank of Agriculture and

Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) aims to provide THB

375 million (USD 11.25 million) in loans to support as

many as 5,000 Thai farmers who plan to travel to

Finland or Sweden to work as wild berry pickers during

this upcoming harvest season, typically from July to

August. Each farmer can receive up to THB 75,000

(USD 2,250), repayable in one installment by December

31. [Thai PBS World] [Thai PBS, in Thai]

This loan scheme is likely part of the government's

efforts to address human trafficking issues stemming

from the exploitation of berry picking workers. Earlier,

in March, Finland announced a temporary suspension

of visa applications from individuals seeking berry

picking jobs, affecting applicants from countries within

the jurisdiction of the Embassy of Finland in Bangkok,

including Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar. This

suspension was intended to be temporary while

discussions between Thailand and Finland continue to

improve long-term employment protections for Thai

workers. [ AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3]

Human Rights Watch urges EU to

implement stronger measures against

Vietnam's human rights violations

(wn) Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called on the

European Union (EU) to reassess its human rights

dialogue with Vietnam and take stronger measures

against the Vietnamese government’s increasing

repression. This appeal came ahead of the EU-Vietnam

human rights dialogue, which took place on July 4. At
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the time of writing, no official readout for the dialogue

was available.

The HRW recent report details numerous alleged

human rights violations by Vietnamese authorities,

including restrictions on freedom of expression,

association, and religion. In May, HRW submitted a list

of these violations to the EU, outlining the steps the

Vietnamese government should take to comply with

international law.

HRW highlighted the history of EU-Vietnam human

rights engagement, starting with the 1995 cooperation

agreement that included a binding human rights

clause. This cooperation was further solidified by the

2012 EU Partnership and Cooperation Agreement

(PCA) and the 2020 EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement

(EVFTA), which aimed to enhance trade and investment

while promoting human rights.

Despite these agreements, HRW noted that the

Vietnamese government has intensified its crackdown

on activists and journalists, violating its human rights

commitments. The report cited incidents such as the

arrest of journalists for online criticism of the

government and the detention of environmental

activists. These actions contravene Vietnam’s

obligations under its agreements with the EU.

HRW emphasized that these repressive measures,

including the prevention of activists from participating

in the EVFTA’s EU Domestic Advisory Group, indicate a

failure by Vietnam to uphold its human rights

promises. The report pointed out that the PCA includes

a provision for appropriate action in cases of serious

human rights breaches.

HRW urged the EU to impose targeted sanctions on

those responsible for systemic human rights abuses in

Vietnam, including the country’s leadership. Claudio

Francavilla, HRW's Associate EU Advocacy Director,

stressed that only targeted sanctions and tangible

consequences in political and trade relations would

demonstrate the EU’s commitment to human rights to

the Vietnamese government. [Jurist News] [Human

Rights Watch]

EuroCham confident in Vietnam's stable

economic development, highlights

opportunities for growth

(wn) The European Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam

(EuroCham) expressed confidence in Vietnam's stable
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economic development during a recent seminar held

by the Vietnamese Embassy in Belgium.

Ambassador Nguyen Van Thao emphasized the

importance of Vietnam-EU cooperation in promoting

green and sustainable economic development,

particularly in renewable energy and environmental

protection. Thao urged EuroCham to advocate for the

removal of the European Commission's "yellow card"

warning against Vietnamese seafood and praised

EuroCham's role in the Just Energy Transition

Partnership (JETP).

EuroCham Chairman Dominik Meichle highlighted the

positive business confidence index and the substantial

opportunities in Vietnam, citing the stable investment

environment, skilled workforce, and government-

business dialogues. Meichle recommended keeping

inflation in check, increasing public investment in

green energy and infrastructure, streamlining

administrative procedures, and enhancing

digitalization to attract more foreign investment.

[Vietnam Plus]

Seven Bangladeshis among 14

apprehended for drug smuggling in Saudi

Arabia

(sg) Authorities in Saudi Arabia recently arrested seven

Bangladeshis among 14 individuals for involvement in

illegal narcotics trade. The suspects were found with

3.3kg of methamphetamine, 12,432 amphetamine

tablets, and hashish. Drug smuggling in Saudi Arabia

carries severe penalties, including the death penalty.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh seeks to enhance bilateral

relations, trade with Spain

(sg) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, during

a meeting with the Spanish ambassador to Dhaka,

Gabriel Maria Sistiaga Ochoa de Chinchetru, urged

Spain to invest in Bangladesh, highlighting the

development of 100 new economic zones. The Spanish

ambassador agreed to invest in Bangladesh's cement

sector. They also discussed starting negotiations for a

partnership agreement between the two countries in

September.[Dhaka Tribune]
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Joint Bhutan-India hydropower project

might resume after 11 years of delay

(ps) Construction for the Punatsangchhu-I hydropower

project in Bhutan, developed under a bilateral

agreement with India, may finally resume after 11

years of delays and 34 Technical Coordination

Committee (TCC) meetings.

Initially, construction began in November 2008 with an

expected commissioning date of March 2025.

However, the project has faced significant cost

overruns, escalating to approximately USD 1.2 billion.

Moreover, construction was halted due to a major

landslide on the right bank, prompting extensive geo-

technical studies. Bhutan hired an independent

company, which recommended building a barrage,

while India prefers constructing a dam. The cost of

constructing the barrage is estimated to be between

USD 192 million and USD 216 million.

Against this backdrop, Bhutan’s Energy and Natural

Resources Minister Gem Tshering stated that the

current decision is to construct the dam with

appropriate stabilization measures. The final decision

will be made at the last TCC meeting in New Delhi next

month. If agreed upon, construction could begin in

August. [Kuensel]

Cambodia, Japan agree to advance

cooperation

(dql) Cambodia and Japan affirmed their commitment

to ongoing bilateral and multilateral cooperation for

regional peace and prosperity during a meeting on July

6 at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh.

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, visiting

Cambodia, highlighted expanding collaboration areas

such as sustainability, human resource development,

and Japanese technology integration. Prime Minister

Hun Manet, for his part, welcomed Japan's support and

expressed eagerness to advance under their

"Comprehensive Strategic Partnership."

Discussions also covered digital technology, water

management, and security cooperation, with Japan

pledging a USD 50 million Official Development

Assistance (ODA) loan for the Phnom Penh City

Transmission and Distribution System Expansion

Project aimed at improving the investment

environment.
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Concerning security, Kamikawa expressed Japan’s

interest in cooperating with Cambodia including

through port calls to Ream base by the Japan Maritime

Self Defence Force (JMSDF). Hun Manet, in response

welcomed the progress of security cooperation

between the two nations, adding Cambodia attaches

importance to maritime cooperation.

Both sides also agreed to collaborate on international

issues including regional security and humanitarian

efforts. [Khmer Times]

In a separate meeting with her Cambodian counterpart

Sok Chenda Sophea, Kamikawa outlined Japan's

collaborative initiatives with Cambodia across several

key areas. She pledged continued assistance in

implementing Phnom Penh's model water supply

systems in regional areas and support the

development of sewage systems in Phnom Penh,

highlighting Japan's interest in facilitating Japanese

companies' entry into these projects. In addition, she

reaffirmed that the two countries would collaborate to

enhance core communications infrastructure,

including 5G networks, with a view to boost ongoing

partnership to bolster cyber security measures. In

maritime connectivity, Kamikawa confirmed that Japan

aims to develop Sihanoukville Port into a hub port and

logistics base for Cambodia and the region,

underscoring plans to cooperate on maritime security

to ensure safe maritime routes.

Furthermore, Kamikawa reaffirmed Japan's

commitment under the Japan-Cambodia Landmine

Initiative to raising international awareness, including

through forums like the Ottawa Convention's Fifth

Review Conference. Additionally, she highlighted

efforts to promote third-party assistance and advance

demining technology in collaboration with Cambodia.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and Intenational Cooperation, Cambodia]

During her visit to the Cambodian Mine Action Center

on the same day, Kamikawa announced a collaborative

effort with Cambodia to extend expertise and

technology in landmine clearance to global contexts,

including Ukraine. Highlighting Cambodia's role as a

global leader in mine action, with the country’s

experienced deminers deployed worldwide, Kamikawa

explained that Japan's initiative includes providing a

demining machine to Ukraine and training Ukrainian

personnel in Cambodia next month under the Japan

Cambodia Landmine Initiative. [AP]

For a discussion on Japan’s attempt to leverage it

demining diplomacy to counter China’s influence in

Cambodia, see [South China Morning Post].
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New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art

successfully repatriates Khmer artifacts

to Cambodia

(lvw) On July 3, fourteen looted Cambodian cultural

artifacts were repatriated from the Metropolitan

Museum of Art (the MET) in New York to the National

Museum of Cambodia, following several years of

negotiations. To facilitate the return, the Cambodian

restitution team has been working with the US

Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York

(SDNY), Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), and

MET representatives.

Cambodian Minister of Culture and Fine Arts Phoeurng

Sackona emphasized the importance of these returns

for both Cambodia and humanity, efforts significant in

the retrieving of cultural heritage lost during decades

of civil war, aiding in the country's reconciliation and

healing. She noted that more Khmer treasures from

the MET are expected to be repatriated in the future.

[Phnom Penh Post] [Xinhua]

China and Russia highlight strategic

partnership at SCO summit

(jm) At the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

summit in Astana, Kazakhstan (see article in this

edition), Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian

President Vladimir Putin emphasized their countries'

strategic partnership. The SCO, which includes Central

Asian nations, India, and Iran, is seen as a

counterbalance to Western influence. Putin highlighted

the SCO's role in fostering a multipolar world order,

emphasizing that its cooperation is not antagonistic

towards any bloc but serves the interests of its

members.

Both leaders praised the expanding SCO membership

and portrayed the China-Russia relationship as a

stabilizing force amidst global turmoil. Putin and Xi

underscored their nations' deepening ties, referencing

their historical friendship and strategic cooperation,

particularly significant given the current international

pressures from the West. They have met

approximately 40 times, cementing a "no limits"

strategic partnership just before Russia's invasion of

Ukraine in 2022.

Xi stressed the importance of continued cooperation

between China and Russia in light of a turbulent
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international environment. The leaders' meeting, the

second in two months, comes as both countries face

Western criticism and sanctions—China for its

assertive policies in the Asia-Pacific and Taiwan, and

Russia for its invasion of Ukraine. [The State Council,

the PRC]

During the summit, Putin also met with Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who suggested

Turkey could mediate peace talks between Russia and

Ukraine. However, Russia dismissed the possibility of

Erdogan assuming such a role.

The SCO serves as a symbol of alternative power

centers in the global order, particularly through

initiatives like China's Belt and Road infrastructure

project, which aims to enhance global trade routes to

China. [Aljazeera]

US deports 116 Chinese migrants in rare

mass expulsion

(rl) The US has deported 116 Chinese migrants in its

first large charter flight in five years, according to the

Department of Homeland Security. [Homeland

Security] Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas stated that the

US will continue to enforce immigration laws and

remove individuals without legal grounds to stay.

This deportation flight, which occurred over the

weekend, has intensified political debates as the US

approaches its presidential election, particularly

concerning Chinese immigration. The Department is

collaborating with China to curb irregular migration

and human smuggling, with plans for more removal

flights in the future.

The surge in Chinese migration has become a

contentious issue among Republicans and former

President Donald Trump. Asian advocacy groups worry

that the rhetoric could lead to increased harassment of

Asians, while migrants claim they are fleeing poverty

and repression.

Returning Chinese nationals to China has been

challenging due to China's resistance. Last year, US

border officials apprehended over 37,000 Chinese

nationals at the southern border, a significant increase

from the previous year.

In recent months, the US and China have resumed

cooperation on migration issues (see AiR No. 20,

May/2024, 2). [AP News]
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Efforts to shut down key migration routes have also

intensified. The US announced it would fund the

repatriation of migrants entering Panama illegally, and

Ecuador reinstated visa requirements for Chinese

nationals to curb irregular migration. [The Guardian]

[South China Morning Post]

China and Tajikistan sign comprehensive

strategic partnership agreement

(jm/rl) On July 5, Tajikistan's President Emomali

Rahmon and China's President Xi Jinping signed a Joint

Statement on a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

following bilateral negotiations in Dushanbe. The

signing ceremony, held at the Palace of Nations, marks

a significant development in the relations between the

two countries.

Xi arrived in Dushanbe on July 4 for a state visit, during

which he engaged in discussions with Rahmon in both

narrow and expanded formats. The visit also included

the inauguration of new government and

parliamentary buildings in Tajikistan, constructed with

Chinese funding.

Rahmon praised the exemplary relationship between

the two countries, noting their high-level

communication and cooperation in multilateral

institutions. He reaffirmed Tajikistan's adherence to

the one-China principle and support for China's

sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Following their discussions, the leaders announced

plans to enhance Belt and Road cooperation and align

their development strategies. China aims to increase

imports of high-quality products from Tajikistan and

enhance economic and trade cooperation.

Additionally, both countries agreed to deepen

connectivity cooperation and explore opportunities in

transit transport. Furthermore, Tajikistan and China

signed a cooperation agreement in the energy sector,

resulting in 29 significant documents signed including

memorandum on developing investment cooperation

in "new" energy between Tajikistan's Ministry of Energy

and Water Resources and China's Ministry of

Commerce. [Azernews][The State Council, the PRC]

[News Az]

Xi Jinping reaffirms China’s support for

Kazakhstan
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(rl) China will always be a reliable support for

Kazakhstan, Chinese President Xi Jinping stated during

a meeting with Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart

Tokayev on July 3 in Akorda. Fighter jets of

Kazakhstan's Air Defense Forces honored Xi's visit by

flying over the presidential residence, trailing the

colors of the Chinese flag.

During their talks, Tokayev expressed gratitude to Xi

for visiting and highlighted China as a close friend and

strategic partner. He praised the growing Kazakh-

Chinese relations based on friendship and mutual

support and supported Xi's initiative to enhance

bilateral cooperation.

Xi emphasized China's prioritization of Kazakhstan in

its foreign policy and recognized it as a significant

partner in Central Asia.

The discussions, which expanded to include official

delegations, covered trade and international relations.

Last year, mutual trade exceeded USD 41 billion, and

the two nations are implementing 45 investment

projects worth USD 14.5 billion across various sectors,

including industry, energy, transport, green economy,

and agriculture. China remains a leading investor in

Kazakhstan, with investments reaching USD 24 billion

over the past 15 years.

Tokayev expressed support for China’s peaceful

initiatives and its role in building a fair world order. Xi

endorsed Kazakhstan’s constructive international role

and stressed the importance of strategic, long-term

relations between the two countries.

The leaders discussed investment cooperation

prospects in e-commerce, automobile production,

transit, logistics, energy, agriculture, finance, and

tourism. They also focused on deepening interregional

cooperation and expanding cultural and humanitarian

contacts.

Tokayev and Xi inaugurated several facilities, including

sending trucks and railway containers via the Trans-

Caspian International Transport Route (TITR) and

opening cultural centers in Beijing and Astana. They

also opened a branch of the Beijing Language and

Culture University at Astana International University.

[The Astana Times] [Xin Hua]

China and Russia prepare for joint naval

patrol following US, Japan, and South

Korea drills

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-tyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-tyk/


(jm/rl) China and Russia are set to conduct a joint naval

patrol in the Pacific Rim, shortly after the completion of

a trilateral exercise involving the United States, Japan,

and South Korea in the same region. The Russian

Ministry of Defence announced that the corvette

Sovershenny of the Pacific Fleet rendezvoused with a

detachment of Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy

warships in the Korea Strait near Jeju Island, South

Korea. Although the exact start date and duration of

the patrol have not been disclosed, the vessels will

engage in anti-submarine, anti-aircraft defense, and

search and rescue operations.

This marks the fourth joint maritime patrol between

China and Russia in the Pacific Rim. The Chinese naval

contingent comprises the destroyer Yinchuan, the

frigate Hengshui, and the replenishment ship

Weishanhu. Both navies will hold a ceremony to

commemorate their meeting and exchange greetings

via radio.

The announcement follows the "Freedom Edge"

exercise, a three-day multidomain drill by the US,

Japan, and South Korea, which included air, maritime,

cyber, and underwater operations. This drill aimed to

enhance cooperation among the three nations,

building on a security agreement reached at Camp

David last year in response to increased Chinese and

North Korean military activities in the Asia-Pacific

region (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

China and Russia have been strengthening their

military ties amid deteriorating relations with the US

and its allies. Recent joint activities include an anti-

terrorism drill, maritime exercises with Iran, and naval

and air drills in the Sea of Japan. (see AiR No. 11,

March/2024, 2)

The ongoing collaboration between China and Russia

underscores their commitment to bolstering defense

and law enforcement cooperation, reflecting their

strategic alignment in response to geopolitical tensions

with the West. [SCMP]

Japan protests China’s installation of buoy

in disputed waters

(jm) On July 5, the Japanese government confirmed

that China installed a buoy in international waters over

Japan's southern continental shelf in the Pacific Ocean,

potentially exacerbating bilateral tensions. Chief

Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi expressed regret

over China's placement of the buoy off Shikoku and

north of Okinotori Island without providing an
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explanation for its purpose. [Prime Minister’s Office of

Japan]

Japan has urged China to respect its maritime

interests. In response, China stated the buoy was

installed to monitor tsunamis and does not infringe

upon Japan's sovereignty over the continental shelf.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

The buoy was set up by the Chinese survey ship Xiang

Yang Hong 22 in mid-June, while Japan monitored the

vessel as it sailed through Japan's exclusive economic

zone (EEZ) in the East China Sea.

This incident follows a similar situation last July when

China installed a buoy inside Japan's EEZ near the

disputed Senkaku Islands, known as Diaoyu in China.

This action led Japan to lodge a protest and demand

the buoy's removal.

China's increased military activities and assertiveness

in regional waters have led to repeated protests from

Japan over Chinese ships' intrusions around the

Senkakus. [Japan Today]

Norwegian citizen arrested on suspicion

of espionage for China

(jm) On July 1, Norway's domestic security agency,

Police Security Service (PST), arrested a Norwegian

citizen on suspicion of attempting to spy for China. The

arrest occurred at Oslo international airport after the

individual returned from China.

The suspect, whose identity has not been disclosed, is

accused of engaging in serious intelligence activities

involving state secrets. Prosecutor Thomas Blom

confirmed that the man is well-known and that the

information he possessed was intended for Chinese

intelligence, although he did not specify which agency.

The suspect has been remanded in custody for four

weeks and faces up to ten years in prison if found

guilty. His lawyer, Marius Dietrichson, stated that the

suspect denies the charges and intends to plead not

guilty.

This incident occurs within the context of PST's annual

threat assessment, which highlighted China as a

significant intelligence threat in 2024. The assessment

cites the following key factors: the deteriorating

relationship between China and the West, China's

ambitions over supply chains, and its positioning in the

Arctic. [PST]
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Norwegian-Chinese relations have been strained in the

past, notably after the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded

to Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo in 2010, leading to a

freeze in bilateral relations. Diplomatic ties were

restored in 2017.

This arrest follows other recent espionage cases in

Norway, including the 2022 arrest of an academic

suspected of spying for Russia. [AP News]

Canada tightens scrutiny on foreign

investments in minerals sector

(jm) On July 4, Canada announced stringent measures

for foreign investments in its critical minerals sector,

emphasizing that major deals will only be approved

under exceptional circumstances. Industry Minister

Francois-Philippe Champagne declared these

conditions while approving Glencore's USD 6.93 billion

acquisition of Teck Resources' steelmaking coal

business.

The government has identified 31 minerals, including

copper, lithium, and nickel, as critical for strategic uses

in modern technology and energy transition, such as

electric vehicle batteries. Under the Investment

Canada Act, the government evaluates mergers and

acquisitions based on their net benefit to the country,

with a high bar set for deals involving critical minerals

producers to protect this strategic sector.

Canada has taken a tough stance on foreign

investments in critical minerals, particularly from

China, asking Chinese investors to divest from

Canadian companies over the past two years.

[Government of Canada] [Reuters]

China’s GAC and Turkey’s TOGG discuss

potential EV joint venture

(jm) Chinese automaker Guangzhou Automobile Group

(GAC) is in discussions with Turkish electric vehicle (EV)

manufacturer TOGG about a possible joint production

venture, according to Zafer Sirakaya, a deputy

chairman of Turkey's ruling AK Party.

Sirakaya noted that senior executives from GAC plan to

visit TOGG in Turkey in July to further these talks. This

interaction follows a recent visit by Turkish officials to

China on July 4, where GAC expressed ongoing interest

in collaboration with TOGG. TOGG has not provided

comments on the potential partnership. [Reuters]
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Turkey and China’s BYD forge USD 1 billion

deal

(jm) Turkey is expected to announce an agreement

with Chinese automaker BYD to construct a USD 1

billion plant in Manisa province. The construction is

aimed at enhancing BYD's presence in Europe amid

rising trade tensions with EU’s tariffs on Chinese EV.

(see article in this edition) This move will facilitate

BYD's access to the European Union, as Turkey's

customs-union agreement with the EU mitigates the

impact of newly imposed EU tariffs on Chinese electric

vehicles (EVs). In Turkey’s domestic market, EVs

accounted for 7.5 percent of car sales last year.

Turkey recently reversed plans to impose a 40 percent

tariff on Chinese vehicles, aiming to attract investment

following discussions between Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan and Chinese President Xi Jinping at the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization meeting in

Kazakhstan on July 4. [Republic of Turkey Presidency, in

Turkish] BYD, already a leading car brand in China, has

been expanding globally with new plants in Thailand,

Brazil, and Mexico, and a factory under construction in

Hungary for the European market.

BYD's sales reached a record of 982,747 vehicles in the

second quarter, marking a 40 percent increase from

the previous year. Furthermore, BYD is launching a

significant marketing campaign in Europe, including

sponsorship of the European Championship football

tournament. [SCMP]

India and China to ‘redouble’ efforts for

resolving border issues ‘at the earliest’

(rl) July 5, India and China have agreed to intensify

efforts to resolve their longstanding border disputes.

This decision was reached during a meeting between

China’s foreign minister, Wang Yi, and his Indian

counterpart, S. Jaishankar, on the sidelines of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Astana,

Kazakhstan.

The statement emphasized that the continuation of

the current border situation is not in the interest of

either country. Jaishankar highlighted the need for

complete disengagement in Eastern Ladakh to restore

border peace and remove obstacles to normalizing

bilateral relations.
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India and China have a 3,500-kilometer Himalayan

border with several contested areas. To the west,

China controls 38,000 square kilometers claimed by

India, while to the east, India holds 90,000 square

kilometers claimed by China. Wang Yi stressed the

importance of handling differences properly for stable

relations and opposing unilateral actions and

confrontations.

The India-China border dispute has been a source of

tension for decades. In June 2020, a clash in the

western Himalayas resulted in the deaths of 20 Indian

and four Chinese soldiers, marking the biggest loss of

life in combat between the two countries since 1967

(see AiR No. 24, June/2020, 3).

Tensions flared again in March when China claimed

that the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh was part of

southern Tibet, a claim India firmly rejected.

The U.S. has previously commented on the India-China

border issue, which elicited a strong response from

Beijing. India’s External Affairs Ministry reiterated that

mutual respect, sensitivity, and interests are the best

way forward. [AA] [CNBC]

China, Belarus start joint military drills

near Polish border

(rl) On July 9, China and Belarus commenced joint

military exercises. The drills are taking place just miles

from the Polish border and started just before NATO's

summit in Washington, with support for Ukraine being

a key agenda item. Belarus previously allowed Russia

to use its territory for launching attacks on Ukraine in

2022. 

Major General Vadim Denisenko, chief of Belarusian

special operations command, stated that current

global events necessitate practicing new tactical

methods. The exercises, named Falcon Assault, will run

until July 19 at a training ground near Brest, close to

Poland.

The "anti-terrorist exercises" will include night

landings, overcoming water barriers, and operations in

populated areas. The Belarusian defense ministry

posted photos on Telegram showing Chinese troops

arriving and marching at the training ground.

China’s defense ministry noted that Belarus held a

grand welcome ceremony for the Chinese troops on

July 6. The exercises aim to improve coordination and
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deepen military cooperation between the two

countries.

In a separate post, the Belarusian defense ministry

highlighted the growing presence of NATO forces on its

border, which it claims increases regional tension. The

ministry warned that Belarus would react harshly to

any border violations. [Politico] [Reuters]

Hungarian prime minister’s surprise visit

to China

(rl) On July 8, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán

made an unannounced visit to China following trips to

Ukraine and Russia, discussing a peace settlement for

Ukraine.

Orbán met with Chinese President Xi Jinping, in talks

with whom Orban emphasized the role of the United

States, the European Union, and China in ending the

war.

Orbán's recent visit to Moscow, where he proposed an

immediate ceasefire with Russia, faced criticism from

Ukraine and European leaders. Orbán, who maintains

close ties with Vladimir Putin, justified his trip as an

outreach effort, stating, "Hungary is slowly becoming

the only country in Europe that can speak to

everyone.”

In recent months, Hungary and China have deepened

economic and cultural cooperation, with Beijing

investing billions in Hungary. In December, Hungary

announced that China’s BYD will open its first

European production factory in the country (see AiR

No. 52, December/2023, 4). [CNN] [Euronews]

Italian Prime Minister Meloni to visit

China this month

(rl) Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni is expected to

visit China in late July, following a ten-month delay

after Italy withdrew from Beijing’s Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI) (see AiR No. 50, December/2023, 2).

[CSIS]  This visit is seen as a result of "letting diplomacy

work" to smoothly revise ties between the two nations.

Sources reveal that Meloni's visit is scheduled for July

29 and 30, with President Sergio Mattarella potentially

making a stopover in November. Enterprise Minister

Adolfo Urso is currently in Beijing laying the

groundwork for these resumed exchanges.
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Observers note that Meloni's cautious diplomacy

during Italy's exit from the BRI has allowed for

continued positive relations. Despite her previously

strong stance against Chinese leadership, Meloni’s

recent actions, including welcoming a high-profile

delegation led by Commerce Minister Wang Wentao in

April, have demonstrated a commitment to

maintaining strong economic ties.

Italy's relationship with China, especially under the

strategic partnership framework initiated by former

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi in 2004, remains

significant. This partnership is seen as more important

than the Belt and Road, according to Foreign Minister

Antonio Tajani.

Meloni’s visit aims to manage economic cooperation,

focusing on key sectors like clothing, chemicals,

machinery, and pharmaceuticals. Discussions may

include potential investments by Chinese carmaker

Dongfeng Motor in Italy.

China recently lifted visa requirements for several

European countries, including Italy, signaling a

willingness to ease tensions. Meloni’s visit could

further enhance bilateral ties, aligning with Italy’s

strategic priorities and mutual benefits. [South China

Morning Post]

German government blocks big business

deal with China

(rl) On July 4, Germany has blocked the sale of a

Volkswagen subsidiary to China, citing national security

concerns. The move delivers a fresh blow to the

already tense relationship with its biggest trading

partner.

MAN Energy Solutions, part of the Volkswagen Group,

announced plans in June 2023 to sell its gas turbines

business to Chinese state-owned CSIC Longjiang GH

Gas Turbine Co (GHGT). However, a German

government review initiated in September raised

concerns over China possibly using the gas turbines to

power warships.

This decision comes on the heels of the decision of the

European Union raised tariffs on electric vehicles from

China, sparking a trade dispute with Beijing. Germany's

economy minister Robert Habeck stated that while

Berlin welcomes foreign investments, technologies

relevant to "public security" must be protected from

countries "which maybe do not always have a friendly

relationship with us."
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Interior Minister Nancy Faeser supported the decision,

citing security reasons. Despite trading goods worth

EUR 255 billion (USD 275.3 billion) last year, Germany's

relationship with China has been strained as it seeks to

protect local manufacturers and reduce reliance on

China. In November 2022, the sale of a semiconductor

factory to a Chinese-owned tech company for similar

security concerns was blocked.

China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed

opposition to the "politicization" of "normal

commercial cooperation," urging Germany to provide a

fair business environment for companies from all over

the world, including Chinese companies. [CNN]

[Financial Times]

India seeks early resolution of border

issues with China as top diplomats meet

in Kazakhstan

(wh) The foreign ministers of India and China, S

Jaishankar and Wang Yi, met on the sidelines of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in

Astana, Kazakhstan, on July 4. During the meeting,

Jaishankar sought an early resolution to the ongoing

border issues between the two countries, emphasizing

the need to respect the Line of Actual Control (LAC)

and ensure peace in the border areas. Jaishankar also

highlighted the need for full disengagement in specific

areas of India’s Eastern Ladakh union territory to

restore normalcy to the bilateral relations between

India and China. [Hindustan Times] [The Hindu]

[Anadolu Ajansı]

In June 2020, a violent clash in the Galwan Valley of

Ladakh resulted in the deaths of 20 Indian soldiers and

an unspecified number of Chinese soldiers, marking

the first fatal conflict between the nations in 45 years.

Both countries then increased their military presence

along the LAC and engaged in multiple rounds of talks.

In February 2021, they agreed to disengage troops

from Pangong Tso lake.

However, despite the successful disengagement at

Pangong Tso, at the time of writing, the India-China

border situation remains tense but generally stable.

Despite multiple rounds of talks, including the recent

14th meeting of the Working Mechanism for

Consultation and Coordination (WMCC), no significant

breakthrough has been achieved. Both sides continue

to maintain a heavy military presence along the LAC,

especially in eastern Ladakh.
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India, United States share goals to

prevent Ukraine conflict from spreading,

establishing Palestinian state, US envoy

says

(lm) The United States ambassador to India, Eric

Garcetti, recently emphasized the collaborative efforts

of New Delhi and Washington to prevent the Ukraine

war from spreading and to promote the establishment

of a Palestinian state. He praised India's humanitarian

assistance to Ukraine and stressed the importance of

holding Russia accountable. Garcetti warned Indian

companies against violating global sanctions on Russia

and highlighted the strong strategic partnership

between the U.S. and India, mentioning joint initiatives

in defense and education. He clarified there is no

NATO presence in India, underscoring the focus on a

secure Indo-Pacific region. [The Hindu]

India’s Modi meets with Russian President

Putin as both sides seek to forge deeper

ties

(sg/lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited

Russia earlier this week for talks with Russian

President Vladimir Putin. This visit, first announced last

month, marks the Indian premier’s first bilateral trip

overseas since he was reelected for a rare third term in

June.

The visit underscores the long-standing ties between

Russia and India, which have strengthened further

since Western sanctions were imposed on Russia

following its invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

Modi last travelled to Russia in 2019, when he

attended a forum in the far eastern port of Vladivostok

and met with Putin. The leaders also saw each other in

September 2022 at the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation summit, held in Uzbekistan.

One of the key topics anticipated for discussion was

the development of alternative money transfer

systems to mitigate the impact of Western sanctions,

which excluded most Russian banks from the global

SWIFT payment system. Ahead of Modi’s visit, India’s

Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra also highlighted that

talks would address the issue of freeing between 30-40

Indians who were deceived into joining Russian

military service under false promises of mercenary

pay. [Associated Press] [Financial Times] [The Hindu]

Ukrainian President Zelensky says Modi's Russia visit

'huge disappointment'
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Notably, Modi's visit coincided with a deadly Russian

missile strike on a children’s hospital in Kyiv. But

despite international concerns, Modi refrained from

addressing the attacks directly, focusing instead on

enhancing India-Russia relations and announcing new

consulate openings in Russia. Against this backdrop,

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky criticized

Modi's visit to Moscow as a "huge disappointment and

a devastating blow to peace efforts." [CNN]

Indo-Russian joint venture delivers 35,000 AK-203 Rifles to

Indian Army

Ahead of Modi's visit to Moscow, Indo-Russian Rifles

Private Limited, a joint venture between India and

Russia, announced the successful delivery of 35,000

AK-203 assault rifles to the Indian Army. [ANI]

India’s Prime Minister Modi to visit

Austria

(lm) Upon completing his visit to Russia, India's Prime

Minister Narendra Modi will travel to Austria for a two-

day visit on July 9. This will be the first visit by an Indian

prime minister to Austria in 41 years since Indira

Gandhi in 1983. He will call on President Alexander Van

der Bellen and hold talks with Chancellor Karl

Nehammer. [Narendra Modi]

India, Australia defence ministers discuss

closer collaboration in Indo-Pacific

(lm) India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh had a

telephone conversation with Australian Deputy Prime

Minister and Defence Minister Richard Marles on July 4,

focusing on enhancing cooperation and collaboration

between India and Australia in the Indo-Pacific region.

Singh highlighted the importance of the India-Australia

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Both ministers

reviewed various aspects of defence cooperation and

acknowledged the progress made since the last India-

Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue in November 2023.

[The Hindu]

Indonesia, Malaysia discuss border

negotiations, Gaza, and Myanmar

(si/oc) Indonesian Foreign Affairs Minister Retno

Marsudi visited Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
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Ibrahim in Kuala Lumpur on July 3, conveying President

Joko Widodo's greetings and discussing preparations

for the upcoming annual meeting between the two

leaders, to be hosted by Indonesia later this year.

Marsudi updated Anwar on the progress of land

border negotiations between Indonesia and Malaysia,

noting the completion of talks on two segments:

Sebatik Island and Sinapad-Sesai, which will be

formalized in a memorandum of understanding (MoU).

The technical work for the AA-2 West Pillar segment on

Sebatik Island is nearly complete, with a field plan for

the MoU in preparation. She expressed hope that the

land border negotiations would conclude before the

leaders' meeting.

Regarding maritime boundary negotiations, Marsudi

emphasized the need for a strong commitment to

achieve mutually beneficial results. The dispute in the

oil-rich Celebes Sea, ongoing since 1979 with a

significant military standoff in 2009, remains

unresolved.

Marsudi also discussed the situation in the Gaza Strip,

highlighting Indonesia and Malaysia's shared stance on

justice and humanity for Palestinians. [SCMP]

Anwar reiterated Malaysia's willingness to cooperate

with Indonesia on sending a joint peacekeeping force

to Gaza if mandated by the UN.

Lastly, Indonesia pledged support for Malaysia's

upcoming chairmanship of ASEAN in resolving the

crisis in Myanmar. [Tempo 1] [Tempo 2]

Indonesia denies targeting China with 200

percent import duties

(si) Indonesia's plan to impose import duties of up to

200 percent on textile products is not aimed at specific

countries like China, clarified Coordinating Minister for

Maritime Affairs and Investment Luhut Binsar

Pandjaitan.

The decision, made during a cabinet meeting chaired

by President Joko Widodo on June 25, is based on

national interests and aims to protect the domestic

industry in line with existing regulatory provisions and

international trade norms.

Luhut mentioned that safeguard tariffs already

imposed on several textile products will be extended

and will apply to all imported goods regardless of their

origin. The policy will be carefully studied to suit
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domestic industry needs. He stressed that while

prioritizing national interests, Indonesia remains

committed to maintaining strategic and

comprehensive partnerships with countries like China.

Trade Minister Zulkifli Hasan also proposed the high

import duties, citing the need to protect local MSMEs

and industries, in response to previous unsatisfactory

regulations. [Antara]

Indonesia advances defense partnership

with Turkey

(si) Indonesia and Turkey are advancing their defense

cooperation, highlighted by Deputy Defense Minister

Muhammad Herindra's recent visit to Turkey on July 4.

During his visit, Herindra met with Turkish Defense

Vice Minister Bilal Durdali and CEOs of Turkish defense

companies to discuss deepening bilateral ties. The

Indonesian Embassy in Ankara emphasized Turkey's

longstanding role as a significant partner in defense

collaboration.

Herindra underscored the potential for expanding

defense cooperation between the two nations,

focusing on building trust, enhancing military

capabilities, and fostering the defense manufacturing

sector. This visit underscores Indonesia's strategic

efforts to strengthen its partnership with Turkey in

defense and industrial sectors.

The discussions reaffirmed the commitment of both

Indonesian and Turkish defense ministers to sustain

robust cooperation. Ambassador Achmad Rizal

Purnama, accompanying Herindra, highlighted

Turkey's role as a crucial partner for Indonesia in

defense industry development and technology transfer

initiatives.

The visit included meetings with FNSS, a Turkish

company specializing in armored combat vehicles, and

Turkish Aerospace, a global player in aviation and

space industries, showcasing ongoing collaboration

efforts such as the joint development of Indonesia's

"Harimau" medium tank with PT Pindad. [Antara]

Indonesia, US conclude coral reef debt

swap

(dql) Under a coral reef swap, announced by the US

Treasury on July 8, the United States will forgive USD
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35 million of Indonesian debt over the next nine years

in exchange for Indonesia's commitment to restoring

and preserving coral reefs in the world's most

biodiverse ocean region.

This "debt-for-nature" swap, the fourth since 2009,

aims to fund at least 15 years of conservation work in

the Bird’s Head Seascape and Lesser Sunda-Banda

Seascape, both part of the "Coral Triangle."

These regions span hundreds of thousands of hectares

and are home to over three-quarters of all coral

species, as well as more than 3,000 types of fish,

turtles, sharks, whales, and dolphins. Indonesia, with

about 5.1 million hectares of coral reefs, holds 18

percent of the world's total. However, recent bleaching

has had a devastating impact.

This agreement marks the first focus on coral reefs

rather than Indonesia’s rainforests, previously targeted

by debt swaps in 2009, 2011, and 2014, which

collectively generated nearly USD 70 million.

US to deploy f-35 fighters to Japan's

Misawa base for the first time

(rl) The US Defense Department announced on July 4

the deployment of 48 F-35A stealth fighters to Misawa

Air Base in Japan's northeastern Aomori Prefecture,

marking the first time these advanced aircraft will be

stationed there. This move is part of efforts to bolster

regional deterrence and strengthen the U.S.-Japan

alliance.

The F-35As, which are fifth-generation fighters capable

of evading radar detection, will replace 36 F-16 aircraft.

Additionally, the US military plans to upgrade its

capabilities at Kadena Air Base in Okinawa by

deploying 36 new F-15 fighters to replace 48 retiring F-

15s.

The Pentagon emphasized that the modernization of

U.S. tactical aircraft is a response to security challenges

posed by China, North Korea, and Russia. This initiative

will be carried out over several years in close

coordination with the Japanese government to

enhance stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

Japan first deployed F-35As to Misawa in 2018 to

respond to airspace incursions and conduct

surveillance on North Korea. The Pentagon also

mentioned plans to adjust the number of F-35s at the

U.S. Marine Corps base in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi



Prefecture, without providing further details. [Kyodo

News] [NHK World]

Japan reacts to China's buoy installation

near Japanese waters

(rl) Japan has revealed that China placed a buoy in the

high seas above Japan’s southern continental shelf in

the Pacific Ocean. This follows accusations of Beijing

launching spy balloons over the US, Japan, and India

for covert operations.

Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary, Yoshimasa Hayashi,

expressed concern, stating that China had set up a

buoy in waters off Japan’s western main island of

Shikoku and north of Okinotori Island without

explaining its purpose. Japan has urged China not to

undermine its maritime interests, while Beijing claims

the buoy was installed to monitor tsunamis.

The buoy, set up in mid-June by the Chinese survey

ship Xiang Yang Hong 22, was monitored by Japanese

authorities as it sailed through Japan’s exclusive

economic zone (EEZ) in the East China Sea. This area is

surrounded by Japan’s EEZ, adding to its sensitivity.

Japan has frequently protested Chinese military

activities near its territorial boundaries, particularly

around the Senkaku Islands. Last July, Beijing installed

another buoy inside Japan’s EEZ near the Senkaku

Islands, prompting Tokyo to protest.

The Shikoku Basin, where the buoy was deployed, falls

entirely within Japan’s EEZ. Under the UN Convention

on the Law of the Sea, Japan exercises sovereign rights

over the continental shelf, allowing for seabed

exploration and resource exploitation. However, China

disputes Japan’s EEZ and continental shelf claims

based on Okinotorishima, arguing it is a rock, not an

island. [The Eurasian Times]

China’s use of buoys has been seen as part of a

broader strategy to assert control over disputed

maritime regions. In the South China Sea, China has

used buoys to reinforce claims over contested areas,

raising concerns about similar tactics being used in

Japan’s Pacific Ocean jurisdiction. [The Diplomat]

Japan and UK's new leader commit to

strengthening bilateral relations

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-thr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-thr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-thy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-thj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-tht/


(rl) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and new

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer agreed to

strengthen bilateral relations during their first phone

call since Starmer's Labour Party won a landslide

victory in the July 5 UK general election.

Kishida told Starmer that Japan will work with Britain to

maintain a free and open international order based on

the rule of law amid a complex global security

environment. The two leaders confirmed the

continuation of a joint project with Italy to develop a

next-generation fighter jet and exchanged views on

Ukraine, the Middle East, and Asia.

Noting that the partnership between Japan and Britain

"has never been closer and more robust," Kishida also

expressed gratitude for the warm welcome extended

to Japan's emperor and empress during their visit to

Britain in June, which was initially planned for 2020 but

canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. [Reuters]

Starmer became British prime minister, succeeding

Rishi Sunak, ending 14 years of Conservative Party

rule.  [Japan Times] [Kyodo News]

Japan intercepts Taiwan boat suspected

of illegal fishing

(rl) On July 5, a Taiwanese fishing vessel was

intercepted by Japanese authorities on suspicion of

illegal fishing near Amami-Oshima Island in Kagoshima

Prefecture, according to Taiwan's coast guard.

The Fu Yang No. 266, registered in Keelung, Taiwan,

was intercepted by the Japanese Fisheries Agency

about 300 kilometers northwest of Amami-Oshima.

The 71-year-old captain was arrested on suspicion of

fishing without permission in Japan's exclusive

economic zone.

Taiwan's Fisheries Agency reported that the captain

was later released after the boat's owner paid bail. The

vessel had eight crew members, including another

Taiwanese and six Indonesians.

This incident follows recent regional tensions, including

Japan confirming China's buoy setup over its southern

continental shelf and China's seizure of a Taiwanese

fishing boat near Kinmen. [Japan Times] [Mainichi

Shimbun]
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Hundreds of Chinese nationals arrested

and deported in online fraud crackdown

(lvw) Lao police have deported 280 Chinese nationals

for their involvement in an online fraud operation run

out of an illegal call center in the Golden Triangle

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in Bokeo Province. This

SEZ, known for its large casino and popularity among

Chinese tourists and businessmen, served as the hub

for these illicit activities.

The suspects were handed over on June 23 at the

Boten-Bohan border crossing, supervised by Lao and

Chinese officials. This operation involved collaboration

between security forces in the Golden Triangle SEZ,

local police, and Chinese police. [Laotian Times]

Laos, China boost economic integration,

implementing cross-border payment

service

(lvw) Laos and China have launched a cross-border

payment service called "UnionPay QR payment

service," facilitating payments for Lao customers

purchasing goods and services in China. This service

aims to make cross-border travel and consumption

smoother by eliminating the need for cash and

currency exchange.

This initiative signifies enhanced economic and

technological integration, streamlining cross-border

travel and commerce. It aligns with the growing uptake

of apps and QR codes for payments and tickets along

the China-Laos Railway. ASEAN is advocating for

greater interoperability of QR code payment schemes

to facilitate cross-border commerce across the region.

Some systems are already linked, including those in

India, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Japan,

Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. While QR codes are

convenient and promote financial inclusion, multiple

actors are already exploring biometric solutions as the

next innovation in mobile payments. [Lao News

Agency] [Laotian Times] [The Register]

Laos, China conduct joint military exercise

(dql) Armed forces of Laos and China are conducting

the China-Laos Friendship Shield-2024 joint military

exercise in the Southeast Asian country. The drill

began on July 5 and will run till July 18.
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Focusing on mixed group training, comprehensive

drills, cultural exchanges and other activities, the

exercise involves more than more than 1,200 troops,

with China sending over 300 troops, mostly from the

Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) Hong Kong

Garrison. [China Military]

Imams from the Maldives to travel to

Brunei for training

(lm) Maldives’ Minister of Islamic Affairs, Mohamed

Shaheem Ali Saeed, announced that 20 imams from

the country will be sent to Brunei for a seven-day

training program starting on July 16. All current imams

in the Maldives who are fluent in Arabic and working in

a related field are eligible to apply. [the edition]

Mongolian president meets Turkish,

Kyrgyz and Russian counterparts on

sidelines of SCO summit

(dql) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa met

with his Turkish, Kyrgyz, and Russian counterparts

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Sadyr Japarov and Vladimir

Puting during the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(SCO) Summit, held last week in Astana, Kazakhstan

(see article in this edition) to discuss bilateral and

multilateral relations.

During their talks Khurelsukh emphasized Mongolia's

commitment to deepening cooperation with Turkey, a

third neighbor country and comprehensive strategic

partner. Erdoğan, for his part, expressed Turkey's

intent to strengthen ties in all fields. Both leaders

highlighted the importance of high-level visits and talks

in expanding relations and agreed to hold

commemorative events for the 55th anniversary of

diplomatic relations. They noted the tripling of trade

turnover and the increase in direct flights as key

factors in enhancing economic relations and

connectivity between the two countries. [Montsame 1]

Mongolia's "third neighbor" concept refers to its

foreign policy strategy that seeks to build and maintain

diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties with countries

beyond its immediate neighbors, China and Russia.

 Among Mongolia’s third neighbor countries are

Australia, Canada, Germany, India, Japan, South Korea,

Turkey, and the US.
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In Khurelsukh’s meeting with Japarov, the two leaders

emphasized the importance of enhancing friendly ties,

high-level dialogue, and mutually beneficial

cooperation. Praising the growing cooperation

between their legislative bodies, they pledged to work

closely in defense, trade, economics, education,

tourism, agriculture, light industry, transport, and

logistics. Additionally, they commended the progress

on the "Mongolia-Kyrgyzstan Friendship Garden" in

Erdenet City and other initiatives related to

environmental campaigns. [Montsame 2]

Speaking with Putin, Khurelsukh reaffirmed Mongolia's

priority of maintaining friendly relations with Russia.

The two presidents discussed enhancing the Mongolia-

Russia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, focusing

on reducing trade tariffs and exploring infrastructure

and energy projects.

President Both leaders noted the progress on a free

trade agreement between Mongolia and the Eurasian

Economic Union, aiming to sign it within the year. They

emphasized that the agreement would boost trade

and cooperation in sectors like infrastructure, energy,

and agriculture.

They also highlighted the importance of jointly

commemorating the 85th anniversary of the Battle of

Khalkhin Gol in 2024 to strengthen mutual

understanding. Additionally, they reviewed major

projects, including the modernization of Mongolia's

Third Thermal Power Plant, railway developments, and

the construction of a natural gas pipeline through

Mongolia. [Montsame 3]

In a separate meeting on July 3 in Astana, Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Mongolian Foreign

Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh.

Wang emphasized the importance of the stable

development of bilateral relations, noting that China

values Mongolia's commitment to fostering friendship.

He expressed China's readiness to strengthen the

political foundation and advance the comprehensive

strategic partnership between the two nations.

Battsetseg thanked China for its long-term support and

reiterated Mongolia's foreign policy priority to deepen

its friendship with China, aiming to expand

cooperation and develop a stable, long-term

partnership. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in

Chinese] [Aki Press]
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Mongolian president meets Bhutanese

king

(dql) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa and

visiting King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck of

Bhutan held a meeting at the State Palace of Mongolia

on July 9.

The two leaders hailed Jigme's first state visit to

Mongolia as pivotal moment in shaping the future

trajectory their nations’ relations, underscoring the

importance of leveraging their landlocked status to

foster unity and partnership in overcoming common

socio-economic challenges, aiming for sustainable

development.

The Joint Statement issued outlines a roadmap for

enhancing cooperation across various sectors

including political, economic, educational, cultural,

health, scientific, agricultural, and environmental

fields, promoting people-to-people exchanges.

Agriculture, particularly the livestock sector, and

education and culture were highlighted as areas with

untapped potential for collaboration.

They agreed to align their countries’ tourism

campaigns – Mongolia's "Go Mongolia" and Bhutan's

"Bhutan Believe" – to boost tourism exchanges.

Climate action was another focal point during the talks,

with commitments to combat climate change,

desertification, and support each other's tree

plantation initiatives.

Both leaders affirmed their commitment to mutual

support and active engagement in global and regional

forums, underscoring their collaboration within the

United Nations and other international organizations.

[Montsame]

They also witnessed the signing of bilateral

cooperation documents in culture, highland livestock

and pasture development, education, traditional

medicine, and television and radio Broadcasting. [Aki

Press]

Mongolia, Kazakhstan explore trade and

economic cooperation potentials

(dql) Following the Shanghai Cooperation summit (see

article in this edition) Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin

Khurelsukh met with his Kazakh counterpart Kassym-

Jomart Tokayev to discuss enhancing trade and

economic cooperation, aiming to increase trade
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turnover and improve transit and transport

communications.

Tokayev suggested exploring new trade areas,

highlighting the potential for USD 100 million in non-

resource exports from Kazakhstan to Mongolia. He

proposed a goal to boost trade turnover to USD 500

million and called for the establishment of a Kazakh-

Mongolian business council and a roadmap to enhance

economic cooperation.

Both leaders also discussed collaboration on

international and regional platforms, with Tokayev

emphasizing the need to increase flights between the

two countries and suggesting the construction of a

highway to reduce travel time.

Khurelsukh invited Tokayev for a state visit to

Mongolia, which Tokayev accepted, noting that the visit

could significantly strengthen bilateral relations. [The

Asian Times]

Mongolia to deliver coking coal to India

(dql) India will reportedly import coking coal from

Mongolia on a trial basis starting later this month, as

part of an effort to diversify its imports and reduce

reliance on Australia. Steelmakers JSW Steel and the

state-owned Steel Authority of India (SAIL) are set to

receive these shipments following months of

negotiations.

JSW Steel is expected to receive about 30,000 metric

tons, while SAIL is likely to get between 3,000 and

5,000 metric tons. This will be JSW Steel's second

shipment from Mongolia, following an initial purchase

of 8,000 metric tons in 2021.

The shipments will arrive via Chinese ports, although

Indian authorities are exploring alternative routes due

to tense relations with China. India is seeking reliable

supply routes to ensure steady imports of Mongolian

coking coal, known for its superior quality.

Indian steelmakers consume around 70 million metric

tons of coking coal annually, with imports accounting

for about 85 percent of the total. Traditionally,

Australia has supplied more than half of India's annual

coking coal imports. However, Indian steel companies

have recently increased imports from Russia,

benefiting from lower prices due to Western sanctions

on Moscow.
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In the first half of 2024, Russia became India's third-

largest supplier of coking coal, providing 3.3 million

metric tons. Indian companies are also considering

acquiring or leasing coal and copper assets in Mongolia

to secure their supply chains. [Hindustan Times]

Myanmar launches kyat-rupee exchange

mechanism for trade with India

(tl) Myanmar junta’s administration has introduced a

new kyat-rupee exchange mechanism for trade with

India with the Indian Embassy stating that Myanmar

has transferred over one crore rupees for payment.

This comes amid the country's recent devaluation of

the kyat, which has affected trade and the economy.

The first payment in the direct exchange of Indian

Rupees and Myanmar Kyats was made by the Indian

Punjab National Bank in Yangon. India paid over one

crore rupees for the purchase of pulses from

Myanmar. Other goods are also traded, and the Indian

side has started paying for beans.

The military council is trying to trade currencies

directly for mutual trade due to the economic

downturn. The Chinese yuan has rebounded, and

demand for the Thai baht and Singapore dollar has

rebounded. Burmese traders at the Thai border have

reported unstable Thai baht prices, making it difficult

for them to make a living. China plans to mainly trade

in sea trade and is set to buy nearly 300,000 tons of

corn from Myanmar under a duty-free arrangement.

[The Economist Times]][Global News Light of

Myanmar]

Thailand-Myanmar agreement on

extradition of criminal offenders signed

(tl) Thailand and Myanmar have agreed to the

extradition of suspected criminals from each other's

countries, but the deal will not apply to Myanmar

citizens who have fled to Thailand to avoid conscription

or have committed minor crimes.

A memorandum of understanding was signed at Thai

police headquarters in Bangkok during a visit last week

by Myanmar's interior minister and police chief, Lt.

Gen. Ni Lin Aung. The cooperation is aimed at major

crimes such as murder, drug, or human trafficking.

Thailand has long been a host to thousands of
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Myanmar refugees fleeing fighting between ethnic

minority insurgents and the military. Thailand has also

been an unofficial refuge for dissidents and other

opponents of Myanmar's military rulers who slip

across the long, porous border.

Thailand has sent back to Myanmar its nationals

suspected of crimes in their homeland and Myanmar

helped to repatriate Thai and other Southeast Asian

citizens caught in human-trafficking operations and

online scam centers in Myanmar. [Radio Free Asia]

Nepal, Ireland celebration day expects

more Irish foreigners in Nepal

(ps) Nepal Ireland Day was celebrated in Dublin to

attract more Irish tourists to Nepal. Organized by the

Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA) Ireland and

the Nepal Ireland Society, with support from the

Embassy of Nepal in the UK, the event included

cultural programs, exhibitions, and talks promoting

Nepal's tourism. Key speakers shared their

experiences and highlighted Nepal’s attractions,

encouraging attendees to visit the country. [The

Himalayan Times]

Vladimir Putin’s car gift to Kim Jong Un

contains South Korean and EU

manufactured car parts

(ac) Russian President Vladimir Putin gifted North

Korean leader Kim Jong Un a Russian luxury car, an

Aurus limousine during Putin’s states visit to North

Korea in early June. The gift was a symbol to showcase

their close bonds and shared interest in forging an

anti-Western alliance (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

Reuters reported that Aurus car parts, valued at USD 34

million, were imported from South Korea and the EU

between 2018 and 2023, even post-Ukraine invasion.

South Korean companies were major suppliers,

providing components like car bodies, programmable

controllers, switches, welding equipment, and other

parts totaling USD 15.5 million.

Aurus, developed by Russia's state-owned research

institute NAMI, serves as a symbol of domestic

prowess and reduced dependence on Western

technology, as highlighted by the Russian State.

According to Reuters, suppliers such as Kyungki

Industrial Co, BYT CO LTD, and Enertech International
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Inc were involved with Aurus. Kyungki Industrial Co

denied these claims and expressed concerns over

potential sanctions, while the other companies did not

respond to inquiries. [Reuters]

North Korea lashes out against South

Korea’s resumption of live-fire artillery

drills

(ac) Kim Yo-jong, the influencial sister of North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un has condemned South Korea for

resuming live-fire artillery drills and described such

acts as “suicidal recklessness”.

In addition, she reiterated criticism of the recent South

Korea-Japan-US trilateral Freedom Edge exercises

calling them describing the alliance as “war exercises,”

warning of possible military actions against the

“provocations.” [Chosun Daily] [Pyongyang Times]

Kim’s statements followed recent live-fire artillery

exercises by South Korea near the land and sea

borders (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1). These exercises

came after South Korea fully suspended the 2018

inter-Korean agreement in June (see AiR No. 23,

June/2024, 1), which had banned such maneuvers and

other hostile acts. [Yonhap News]

China reaffirms policy of rejecting North

Korean defectors

(ac) Chinese authorities have reaffirmed their policy of

not recognizing North Koreans as refugees,

heightening anxiety among defectors' relatives in

North Korea’s border regions, Seoul-based online

newspaper Daily NK reports citing a source in

Yanggang Province, North Korea.

According to anonymous source, Chinese police in

bordering Liaoning Province issued a warning stating

China “will never recognize North Koreans as

refugees.” This message was conveyed to female

defectors living with Chinese men and subsequently

reached residents of the border city of Hyesan.

The police further instructed local stations that China

would not allow United Nations refugee bodies or

rescue organizations to operate in the country,

warning that assisting such activities would lead to

severe punishment for “abetting violations of national

sovereignty.”
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The directive, disseminated through local police and

village heads, has caused anxiety among female

defectors who fear forced repatriation for even minor

infractions. Some Chinese partners have exacerbated

these fears, suggesting that international pressure on

China regarding defectors could lead to mass

repatriations. [Daily NK]

Russian children to attend summer camp

in North Korea

(ac) In a sign of deepening relations between North

Korea and Russia, Russia's patriotic youth organization,

"Movement of the First," is scheduled to visit a North

Korean summer camp later this month. This visit

follows a strategic partnership agreement signed

during Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to North

Korea last month (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

Launched at Putin's behest in July 2022, the

"Movement of the First" is modeled on the Soviet-era

"Young Pioneers" youth movement, aiming to shape

children's worldviews based on traditional Russian

spiritual and moral values. This year, the organization

received USD 204 million in state funding for "patriotic

education."

The Young Pioneers was a compulsory youth

organization in the Soviet Union for children aged 9 to

14, active from 1922 to 1991. [Business Insider] [The

Moscow Times]

UNHCR chief visits Pakistan to address

Afghan repatriation, refugee issues

(tj) The chief of the UN Refugee Agency, Filippo Grandi,

commenced a three-day visit to Pakistan on July 7,

beginning in Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where

he engaged directly with Afghan refugees and asylum

seekers. During his visit, Grandi met with delegations

representing both registered refugees and those who

arrived after the Taliban's takeover in August 2021.

They highlighted various challenges and concerns,

including issues related to documentation, livelihoods,

and legal status.

In meetings with Pakistani officials, including Minister

for States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) Amir Muqam,

discussions focused on Pakistan's long-standing role in

hosting Afghan refugees, despite facing substantial

economic hardships. Minister Muqam reaffirmed
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Pakistan's commitment to supporting refugees but

also noted the country's recent repatriation efforts

targeting undocumented foreigners, including a

significant number of Afghan nationals.

The visit comes at a critical juncture following

Pakistan's announcement to repatriate "illegal

foreigners" starting in November 2023, a move that

drew international attention and concern from UNHCR

regarding its impact on Afghan refugees, particularly

those with valid documentation like Afghan Citizen

Cards (ACC). Grandi's delegation praised Pakistan's

humanitarian efforts while also emphasizing the

complexities and challenges surrounding global

refugee issues, urging sustainable solutions and

international cooperation.

The UNHCR and Pakistani authorities are expected to

continue formal discussions in Islamabad, addressing

ongoing refugee concerns and the broader

implications of Pakistan's repatriation policies on

Afghan refugees, including those with legal

documentation. [Dawn]

Pakistan's prime minister highlights

country's role in regional connectivity at

SCO Summit in Kazakhstan

(ss) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif emphasized

Pakistan's strategic geographical location as a crucial

factor for enhancing economic connectivity in the

region during his address at the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization’s (SCO) Council of Heads of State in

Astana, Kazakhstan, on July 4.

Sharif attended the summit with leaders and diplomats

from various countries, including China, India, Türkiye,

Iran, Azerbaijan, and Kyrgyzstan, to discuss economic

and security cooperation. His visit aimed at addressing

Pakistan’s prolonged macroeconomic crisis by seeking

increased regional trade.

In several meetings with top leaders, Sharif promoted

Pakistan as a vital trade and transit hub linking the

landlocked Central Asian Republics to the world via the

Arabian Sea. He urged SCO leaders to invest in regional

connectivity through efficient transport corridors and

reliable supply chains. Sharif highlighted the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor as a key component of the

Belt and Road Initiative that supports SCO’s vision of

regional connectivity and economic interaction.

Sharif also advocated for the use of national currencies

for mutual settlements within the SCO region to avoid
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international financial shocks and supported the

creation of an SCO alternative development funding

mechanism to advance stalled development initiatives.

[Arab News 1]

Sharif advocates trilateral economic cooperation with

Azerbaijan, Turkiye

In a notable meeting, Prime Minister Sharif

emphasized the importance of enhancing trilateral

economic cooperation among Pakistan, Azerbaijan,

and Turkiye. At the Pakistan-Turkiye-Azerbaijan

Trilateral Summit, Sharif proposed creating tripartite

institutional mechanisms focused on economic and

investment areas to strengthen trilateral cooperation.

He highlighted the deep cultural, historical, and

religious bonds Pakistan shares with Azerbaijan and

Turkiye and expressed a commitment to developing a

multifaceted partnership across sectors such as

economy, energy, tourism, culture, education, and

technology. [Arab News 2] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Pakistan law minister dismisses UN

working group recommendations urging

release of former premier Khan

(lm) Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Law and Justice,

Azam Nazeer Tarar, has dismissed the

recommendations of the United Nations Working

Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) calling for the

release of former Prime Minister Imran Khan. Tarar

asserted that Khan's arrest and pending cases are

internal matters of Pakistan, adhering to the

constitution and laws of the country. He emphasized

that Khan is a convicted prisoner and has all the rights

guaranteed by Pakistan's legal framework. [JURIST]

Khan has been imprisoned since August 2023 and

remains in jail despite the suspension of two sentences

due to a separate conviction for unlawful marriage.

The WGAD had claimed Khan's arrest was arbitrary,

politically motivated, and in violation of international

law, recommending his immediate release and

compensation [see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1]. However,

Tarar refuted these claims, stating any demands

beyond Pakistan's laws are discriminatory and unjust.

Sri Lanka dedicated to strengthening ties

with Pakistan across various sectors,

envoy says
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(ss) Sri Lanka’s envoy to Pakistan recently emphasized

the need for collaborative efforts to tackle regional

challenges and promote economic integration. He

noted that the current bilateral trade volume of about

one billion dollars could be increased and called for

boosting Pakistan's exports to Sri Lanka. [Radio

Pakistan]

Pakistan Prime Minister Sharif, Russia's

President Putin discuss expanding

cooperation at SCO Summit

(ss/lm) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif held a

warm and cordial meeting with Russian President

Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization Council of Heads of State

meeting in Astana July 3. The two leaders engaged in

extensive discussions covering bilateral relations, with

a particular focus on trade, economic relations, energy,

and significant regional and global issues.

Sharif emphasized the importance Pakistan places on

its relationship with Russia and expressed satisfaction

with the steady growth of these ties, characterized by

mutual trust and understanding. He reaffirmed

Pakistan's commitment to working with Russia to

further expand and strengthen the multi-dimensional

cooperation between the two countries in areas such

as trade, energy, defense, and security.

Both leaders agreed to hold the next meeting of the

Pakistan-Russia Intergovernmental Commission on

Trade, Economic, Scientific, and Technical Cooperation

in Moscow at an early date. Additionally, Prime

Minister Sharif invited President Putin to visit Pakistan

officially at his earliest convenience.

President Vladimir Putin acknowledged the excellent

relations between the two countries, which have been

further strengthened by increased trade cooperation.

He highlighted the potential for enhancing cooperation

in the energy and agriculture sectors and expressed a

desire to boost Russian cooperation with Pakistan in

the field of food security. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistani prime minister suggests Russia turn to barter

trade to avoid financial sanctions

During the meeting, Sharif also proposed to Putin that

Russia consider using barter trade to circumvent

Western financial sanctions. Sharif noted that Pakistan

and the Soviet Union successfully engaged in barter

trade during the 1950s to 1970s, trading machinery

and products for textiles and leather. He suggested
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that resuming barter trade would benefit both

countries by overcoming current financial and banking

issues.[Anadolu Ajansı] [President of Russia]

Pakistan, Uzbekistan strengthen

cooperation, focus on regional

connectivity

(ss) Pakistan and Uzbekistan have reaffirmed their

commitment to multifaceted relations and expanding

mutually beneficial cooperation in areas such as trade,

connectivity, defense, security, culture, and people-to-

people contacts. This understanding was reached

during a meeting between Pakistan's Prime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Uzbek President

Shavkat Mirziyoyev on the sidelines of the SCO Summit

in Astana, Kazakhstan.

Recognizing Uzbekistan's role as a transit point for

trade expansion, the leaders agreed to explore various

options to enhance connectivity. They specifically

discussed enhancing trade by improving connectivity

between Karachi Port and Termez. [Radio Pakistan]

Moreover, Pakistan is exploring a plan to connect its

northern city of Rawalpindi with Uzbekistan through a

railway link, potentially expanding the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC) into Central Asia. The

proposed railway expansion would link Rawalpindi to

Kohat, then Parachinar, and ultimately to Uzbekistan.

[Arab News]

Against this backdrop, both leaders expressed

confidence that the operationalization of the

Preferential Trade Agreement and the Pakistan-

Uzbekistan Transit Trade Agreement would further

boost bilateral trade and economic relations. They also

discussed the situation in Afghanistan, highlighting

their mutual interest in a peaceful and stable

Afghanistan that can contribute to regional

development and prosperity. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan, Tajikistan commit to

strengthening multilateral cooperation

(ss) Pakistan and Tajikistan have agreed to enhance

multilateral cooperation for global and regional peace,

stability, and sustainable development. Following

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif's visit to

Dushanbe, a Joint Statement was issued indicating that
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the leaders of both countries committed to deepening

their friendly ties.

During their meetings, both sides discussed ways to

strengthen multifaceted cooperation and highlighted

the importance of expert-level consultations to

develop road, rail, and air connectivity between the

two nations. Recognizing the crucial role of reliable

electricity supply for sustainable economic growth,

they reaffirmed their commitment to the early

completion of the CASA-1000 power project. The

successful completion of this project is expected to

open new avenues for future energy corridors,

bringing prosperity to both nations and the broader

region. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistani prime minister congratulates

Iran’s president-elect, discusses trade and

investment cooperation

(ss/lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

congratulated Iran’s President-elect Masoud

Pezeshkian for his recent election victory, and the two

leaders discussed ways to enhance cooperation in

trade and investment.

In April, Pakistan and Iran agreed to increase bilateral

trade to USD 10 billion during a visit to Islamabad by

Iran's late President Ebrahim Raisi, who died in a plane

crash. Both countries signed various memorandums of

understanding and agreements in fields such as trade,

science and technology, agriculture, health, culture,

and judicial matters.

However, despite several commercial agreements,

Pakistan and Iran have had a history of strained

relations, with Pakistan historically being closer to

Saudi Arabia and the United States. Their most notable

agreement, a gas supply deal signed in 2010 to build a

pipeline, remains stalled.

Moreover, both nations have frequently clashed over

instability along their shared border, often accusing

each other of failing to combat militancy. Tensions

peaked in January when Pakistan and Iran exchanged

airstrikes, each targeting militant hideouts in the

other’s territory. Since then, both sides have made

peaceful approaches and restored bilateral ties. [Arab

News 1]

Pakistani coast guards seize over 15,000 liters of

smuggled Iranian diesel in country’s southwest
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In related but separate developments, the Pakistan

Coast Guards intercepted and seized a significant

amount of smuggled Iranian diesel totaling over 15,000

liters in the southwestern province of Balochistan.

Earlier this year, Pakistan's Frontier Constabulary (FC)

intercepted a much larger quantity—approximately

379,000 liters—at the Sindh-Balochistan border.

The smuggling of Iranian petroleum products into

Pakistan is a recurring issue driven by Iran's offering of

some of the world's cheapest petrol and diesel,

attributed to low production costs, international

sanctions, and economic pressures resulting in a weak

Iranian currency. This economic disparity creates

incentives for smuggling activities across the 900-

kilometer porous and often unregulated border

between Iran and Pakistan, where militants and

smugglers operate with relative impunity.

The prevalence of such smuggling has significant

implications for Pakistan's economy and security, with

reports suggesting that a substantial portion of the

diesel sold in the country—up to 35 percent—may be

sourced illegally from Iran. [Arab News 2]

United States has ‘shared interest’ with

Pakistan in combating regional security

threats

(ss) The United States recently emphasized its “shared

interest” with Pakistan in combating regional security

threats. The statement follows heightened tensions

between Pakistan and neighboring Afghanistan over

cross-border militant activities, with Pakistan blaming

the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) for attacks

originating from Afghan sanctuaries, a claim disputed

by Afghanistan. [Arab News]

British company commits to strengthen

bilateral cooperation with Pakistan for

sustainable economic development

(ss) UK-based company Delivery Associates has

pledged to strengthen bilateral cooperation with

Pakistan, focusing on mutual strategic goals and

sustainable economic development. This commitment

was made by Delivery Associates' Founder & Chairman,

Sir Michael Barber, during a meeting with Finance

Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb in Islamabad on July

8.
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Sir Michael Barber acknowledged the challenges faced

by Pakistan and discussed the priority areas of the

country’s domestic economic plan. He reiterated the

company's commitment to continue supporting

Pakistan and to build on previous collaborative efforts.

During the meeting, the Finance Minister highlighted

the government's key priorities, including taxation

reforms, energy sector reforms, and the restructuring

of State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs). He emphasized the

structural reforms under the IMF program, which

include initiatives to boost exports, attract Foreign

Direct Investment, and advance privatization efforts.

The Minister also emphasized the government's focus

on export-led growth and the digitalization of the

Federal Board of Revenue to ensure transparency and

broaden the tax base. [Radio Pakistan]

Kenya court declares police killing of

Pakistani journalist Arshad Sharif

unlawful

(lm) A Kenyan high court has declared the 2022 police

killing of Pakistani journalist Arshad Sharif as unlawful

and ordered criminal proceedings against the two

involved police officers. Sharif, a vocal critic of

Pakistan’s military and supporter of former Prime

Minister Imran Khan, was shot dead on October 23,

2022, by Kenyan police near Nairobi. Initially, the

incident was described as a case of mistaken identity,

but later reports suggested otherwise.

The court ordered the Kenyan government to pay

roughly USD 78,000 in compensation to Sharif's family

and mandated the completion of the investigation by

the Independent Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA)

and the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP). The

court found that the DPP and IPOA had violated

Sharif's rights by not prosecuting the officers sooner

and emphasized that extreme force should only be

used as a last resort.

Sharif's widow, Javeria Siddique, along with the Kenya

Union of Journalists and Kenya Correspondents

Association, had filed a complaint regarding the

unlawful killing and lack of investigation. Siddique

praised the Kenyan court for its prompt decision,

contrasting it with the lack of progress in Pakistan. She

asserted that Sharif’s killing was a targeted attack, not

a case of mistaken identity, and called for action

against those behind the murder.

Sharif had fled Pakistan in August 2022 due to sedition

charges and threats to his life. His death shocked both
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journalists and the public in Pakistan, where he had a

significant following. Pakistani officials, including then-

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah, indicated evidence of

torture and suggested the killing was targeted based

on initial findings by Pakistani investigators. [Arab

News]

China, Philippines agree to deescalate

tensions in West Philippine Sea

(rm) China and the Philippines have reached an

agreement to deescalate tensions in the South China

Sea. This consensus was achieved during the ninth

meeting of the Bilateral Consultation Mechanism

(BCM) on the South China Sea, held recently. The

meeting was led by Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Ma.

Theresa Lazaro from the Philippines and Chinese Vice

Foreign Minister Chen Xiaodong.

The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) of the

Philippines described the discussions as "frank and

constructive." Undersecretary Lazaro emphasized the

need to restore mutual trust while asserting the

Philippines' commitment to protecting its interests and

sovereign rights in the South China Sea. Both nations

reaffirmed their commitment to reducing maritime

tensions without compromising their respective

positions.

As a significant outcome of the meeting, the two

countries signed the Arrangement on Improving

Philippines-China Maritime Communication

Mechanisms. This agreement underscores the

importance of continued dialogue based on mutual

respect and equality to promote peace and stability at

sea. The DFA also announced plans for the 10th BCM

to be held in China, aiming to maintain the positive

momentum of the discussions.

Following these talks, the Philippine Navy reported a

significant decrease in Chinese vessels in the West

Philippine Sea, from 129 in late June to 95 by July 1.

This reduction follows a June 17 incident where a

Chinese coast guard attack on a Philippine supply

mission at Ayungin Shoal injured a Filipino navy

personnel. [The Philippine Star]

Japan, Philippines sign Reciprocal Access

Agreement in the face of shared alarm

over China
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(rm) Japan and the Philippines have signed a significant

defense pact, known as the Reciprocal Access

Agreement, allowing Japanese forces to deploy in the

Philippines for joint military exercises, including live-

fire drills, and permitting Filipino forces to enter Japan

for joint combat training. This agreement, signed by

Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro and

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, marks a

notable advancement in military cooperation between

the two nations, both of which face growing tensions

with China.

The pact reflects a broader strategy among United

States allies to create a network of reinforcing

relationships to counter potential Chinese aggression.

This includes bilateral and multilateral military

exercises, and cooperation on defense equipment and

technology. The agreement also underscores the

importance of maintaining a free and open

international order based on the rule of law,

particularly in the disputed waters of the South and

East China Seas, as well as concerns over Taiwan and

the Korean Peninsula.

Chinese officials criticized the agreement, reminding

Japan of its historical aggressions in Southeast Asia

during World War II and warning against forming

military blocs that could incite confrontation. Despite

these tensions, Japan is bolstering its military

capabilities under Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,

doubling its defense spending by 2027 and enhancing

its security alliances, including similar pacts with

Australia and Britain.

The new defense agreement aligns with Philippine

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s efforts to strengthen

the country's military capabilities in response to

territorial disputes in the South China Sea. The US,

Japan, and the Philippines have also held trilateral talks

to reinforce their collective security commitments in

the region [Associated Press]

Philippines, Thailand boost naval

cooperation

(rm) The Philippines and Thailand have agreed to

enhance navy-to-navy engagements through

established dialogue mechanisms. This decision was

reached during a meeting between Philippine Defense

Undersecretary Angelito de Leon and Admiral Adoong

Pan-Inam, commander-in-chief of the Royal Thai Navy,

held at the Department of National Defense (DND).

Admiral Adoong visited the Philippines on July 4 for

three days as a guest of the Philippine Navy. Both
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officials emphasized the importance of maintaining a

defense partnership and a shared vision for regional

peace and security.

With the Philippines shifting its focus to external

defense, De Leon highlighted the Comprehensive

Archipelagic Defense Concept, proposing Thailand as a

partner in developing a self-reliant defense posture.

Admiral Adoong shared Thailand’s expertise in

manufacturing ammunition, weapons, missiles, and

naval assets, and expressed Thailand's readiness to

support Philippine defense industries.

Under the 2021 Memorandum of Understanding on

Logistics and Defense Industry Cooperation, De Leon

identified potential areas for collaboration, including

joint efforts in cybersecurity to protect critical

infrastructure.

Both countries also anticipate further commemorative

activities marking the 75th anniversary of their

diplomatic relations, including a visit from Thailand's

defense minister to the Philippines this year. [The

Philippine Star]

Philippines’ President Marcos Jr.

welcomes Vatican Secretary Archbishop

Paul Gallagher

(rm) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. welcomed

Vatican Secretary for Relations with States and

International Organizations, Archbishop Paul

Gallagher, at Malacañan Palace on July 2. Gallagher is

on a five-day visit to the Philippines.

Accompanying Archbishop Gallagher were Archbishop

Charles J. Brown, Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines,

Monsignor Giuseppe Trentadue, Counsellor of the

Apostolic Nunciature in Manila, and Monsignor

Giuseppe Siviero from the Secretariat of the State of

the Holy See. Prior to meeting President Marcos,

Gallagher met with Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique

Manalo.

President Marcos conveyed his good wishes to Pope

Francis and highlighted the strong diplomatic ties

between the Philippines and the Holy See, which have

spanned 73 years since their establishment on April 8,

1951.

During his visit, Gallagher will travel to Malaybalay,

Bukidnon to participate in the Plenary Session of the

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP)

on July 3. He will celebrate Mass with the bishops at
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the Abbey of the Transfiguration in Malaybalay on July

4 and deliver an address at the Foreign Service

Institute (FSI) of the Department of Foreign Affairs

(DFA) on July 5.

The Filipino community in the Vatican includes clergies,

religious workers, lay professionals, and domestic

workers. Notably, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle,

appointed as the Prefect of the Congregation for the

Evangelization of Peoples on June 5, 2022, is one of the

Filipinos working in the Vatican.  [Presidential

Communications Office]

Laos, Singapore ink two Memoranda of

Understanding on carbon credits and

education cooperation

(sm) Laos and Singapore signed two Memoranda of

Understanding (MoU) on carbon credits and education

cooperation during Lao Prime Minister Sonexay

Siphandone’s first official visit to Singapore on July 9.

The visit marks 50 years of diplomatic ties between the

two nations established back in 1974. With the MoU in

place, the two nations aim to enhance collaboration in

the fields of clean energy, food security, education,

natural resource development, carbon credits and

capacity building. 

While in Singapore,Sonexay was hosted to lunch by

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, with leaders from both

sides reaffirming their mutual commitment to an open,

stable, and rules-based global order. During lunch,

Prime Minister Wong expressed Singapore’s support

for Laos' ASEAN chairmanship, with the city-state

providing capacity-building programs for Lao officials.

After the lunch, Prime Minister Sonexay, along with his

ministers and senior officials, also met with President

Tharman Shanmugaratnam and Senior Minister Lee

Hsien Loong. [The Business Times] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Singapore]

Chief of Staff of the French Air and Space

Force receives Singapore’s prestigious

military award

(sm) General Stéphane Mille, Chief of Staff of the

French Air and Space Force (FASF), received

Singapore's esteemed Pingat Jasa Gemilang (Tentera)

or Meritorious Service Medal (Military) [MSM(M)] from

President Tharman Shanmugaratnam. The award,

presented by Minister for Defence Dr Ng Eng Hen,
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honors GEN Mille's significant role in bolstering

defense ties between the FASF and the Republic of

Singapore Air Force (RSAF). Under GEN Mille's

leadership, the two air forces have strengthened

cooperation, particularly through joint platforms like

the H225M helicopters and Aster 30 Air Defence

systems, and interactions during the 2023 PEGASE

deployments. His support for the Advanced Jet

Training detachment at Cazaux Air Base has been

crucial for RSAF's fighter aircrew training.

During his visit from July 7-9, 2024, GEN Mille met with

Dr Ng, Vice Admiral Aaron Beng, and Major-General

Kelvin Fan, and inspected a Guard of Honour. [Ministry

of Defence, Singapore]

Public Enterprises Minister of Ghana leads

delegation to study Singapore’s state

agencies

(lb) Joseph Cudjoe, Ghana's Minister for Public

Enterprises, led a nine-member delegation on a World

Bank-sponsored study tour of state-owned agencies in

Singapore to gain insights into the country's public

enterprise management, oversight, and governance.

The delegation, including representatives from SIGA

and the Ministry of Finance, toured institutions like the

Housing and Development Board, Enterprise

Singapore, TEMASEK, and the Singapore Food Agency.

Key lessons highlighted by Cudjoe include the

importance of autonomous and efficient public

agencies, robust support for local enterprises, strategic

investment management, and political will in achieving

economic growth. He emphasized the need for Ghana

to adopt similar governance strategies to enhance the

performance and profitability of its state-owned

enterprises. [3 News]

Peru discusses potential purchase of

South Korean combat aircraft

(ac) Peru is considering buying between 20 to 24 FA-50

light combat aircraft worth approximately USD 780

million and potentially joining the KF-21 fifth-

generation fighter program. Korea Aerospace

Industries (KAI) signed a memorandum of

understanding (MOU)with Peruvian Air Force’s

Maintenance Service (SEMAN) on Wednesday, to

reaffirm joint production for the FA-50 fighter aircraft.

The South Korean government also suggested the KF-

21 fifth generation fighter program.
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The FA-50 fighter aircraft was developed by KAI, and it

is designed for light air-to-air, air-to-ground, and

tactical reconnaissance missions. The aircraft was

powered by the General Electric F404-GE-102 turbofan

engine with 17,700 lbs of thrust, allowing the aircraft to

reach speeds of Mach 1.5. Countries such as Indonesia,

the Philippines, Thailand, and Poland are operating the

FA-50 aircraft.

Negotiations between Peru and South Korea and

Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) are underway, and

the deal expected to be concluded at the end of the

year. [Army Recognition] [Yonhap News]

South Korea and Luxembourg sign MoUs

to strengthen bilateral ties

(ac) On July 1-2, Luxembourg’s Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs Xavier Bettel, along with

Minister for Digitalization and Minister for Research

and Higher Education Stéphanie Obertin, visited Seoul

to meet with South Korea’s Minister of Foreign Affairs

Cho Tae-Yul. They discussed bilateral cooperation,

including the signing of a memorandum of

understanding (MOU) on a working holiday program,

facilitating exchanges for 200 young adults between

the ages of 18 and 35.

During the meeting, Cho and Bettel also addressed

international issues such as the situations in Ukraine

and the Middle East.

Both nations celebrated the official opening of their

embassies in each other’s capitals and inaugurated a

new exhibition highlighting Luxembourg’s role during

the Korean War. [Yonhap News]

Minister Obertin separately met with Yoon Yong-Bin,

Administrator of the Korea Aerospace Administration

(KASA), to reinforce cooperation in aerospace policies

and industrial partnerships. They discussed a 2022

MOU on space cooperation, proposing joint

symposiums and collaborative bodies. [Luxembourg

Space Agency] [Korea JoongAng News]

Additionally, Obertin held discussions with South

Korean Minister of Science and ICT Jong Ho Lee,

resulting in an MOU between the Luxembourg Institute

of Health (LIH) and South Korea’s National Cancer

Center (NCC). This agreement aims to enhance

collaboration in biology and health sciences.

[Chronicle.lu]
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South Korea discusses potential purchase

of drones from Poland

(ac) Poland has proposed selling its drones to South

Korea during the recent visit of South Korean Minister

of Defense Shin Won-Sik in Poland (see AiR No. 26,

June/2024, 4).

On July 8, South Korea confirmed that it will finalize its

decisions after its delegation evaluates the

performance and effectiveness of the drones.

Analysts noted that South Korea intended to increase

its drone fleet to counter North Korea. Conversely,

Poland confirmed that their drones have proven

battlefield effectiveness and accuracy in supporting

Ukraine.

Critics suggested that the potential purchase of drones

from South Korea can secure a key client for Poland’s

manufacturing companies and the technological

developments between the two countries. [Polskie

Radio] [Yonhap News]

India, Sri Lanka to establish joint venture

to implement power connectivity project

(lm) Sri Lanka and India are preparing to establish a

joint venture to implement a power grid connectivity

project. This initiative involves an undersea

transmission line that will link the power grids of both

countries, running from Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka to

Chennai in India’s southern Tamil Nadu state. After an

overland transmission line in India, the connection will

continue via a submarine cable emerging at

Thiruketheeswaram in Mannar, Sri Lanka. The project

aims to harness Sri Lanka's potential for 200 gigawatts

of wind and solar energy, with the joint venture

expected to secure financing for its execution following

the completion of the Detailed Project Report (DPR).

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka, Rwanda military chiefs discuss

ties

(lm) On July 5, General Shavendra Silva, Chief of

Defence Staff of the Sri Lanka Armed Forces,

expressed Sri Lanka's intent to strengthen cooperation

with the Rwanda Defence Force (RDF) during his visit to

Kigali. He met with RDF Chief of Defence Staff General

Mubarakh Muganga and Rwandan Minister of Defence
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Juvenal Marizamunda to discuss enhancing bilateral

defence cooperation. Silva highlighted plans for

exchanging expertise and instructors between their

armed forces, emphasizing mutual capacity building.

Additionally, he paid respects at the Kigali Genocide

Memorial and participated in Rwanda's Liberation Day

celebrations. [The New Times]

Taiwanese government urges China to

release seized Taiwanese fishing vessel

and crew

(jp) On July 3, government officials called for the swift

release of the Penghu-registered Da Jin Man No. 88

and its crew, who were apprehended for illegal fishing

in Chinese waters on July 2. The Taiwan-registered

vessel was seized by the China Coast Guard while

catching squid outside Taiwan-controlled "restricted

waters" off the Kinmen Islands during China's closed

season.

Chinese Coast Guard stated that the Da Jin Man No. 88

violated the closed-season regulation, engaged in

illegal trawling, and used banned small-mesh nets. Vice

Premier Cheng Li-chiun said Taiwan's Mainland Affairs

Council (MAC) and Fisheries Agency are actively

working on the issue through cross-strait channels.

[BBC] [Focus Taiwan] [Reuters]

The Fisheries Agency noted that it is uncommon for

Chinese authorities to inspect or detain Taiwanese

vessels in this area, which is traditionally shared by

fishing boats from both sides of the strait. Over the

past two decades, only 17 Taiwanese boats have been

seized by Chinese authorities for fishing during the

closed season, with all being released swiftly.

The MAC has requested a detailed explanation from

Chinese authorities regarding the incident and the

reasons for the boarding and detention. The MAC

expressed hope that China would promptly release the

crew and ship in accordance with relevant regulations

and procedures, ensuring the safety of all personnel

involved. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan and Marshall Islands sign MOU to

enhance educational cooperation

(jp) On July 3, Taiwan and the Marshall Islands signed a

memorandum of understanding (MOU) to strengthen

bilateral cooperation in education and deepen
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diplomatic ties. The MOU was signed by Taiwan's

Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung and Marshallese

Minister of Education, Sports, and Training Joe Bejang

at a ceremony held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(MOFA) in Taipei.

The agreement aims to enhance ties by providing

training in education, increasing exchange visits,

building capacity in the profession, facilitating the

exchange of volunteer teachers, and expanding

cooperation on Austronesian studies.

At the signing ceremony, Minister Lin expressed

gratitude to Bejang for his consistent support for

Taiwan's bid to join international organizations during

his previous roles as health and justice minister. For

his part, Bejang, who assumed office in January,

pledged to continue enhancing cooperation with

Taiwan, building on the solid foundation of their 26-

year diplomatic relationship. [Focus Taiwan]

Texas Governor Greg Abbott announces

new trade office in Taiwan to bolster

economic ties

(jp) On July 7, Texas Governor Greg Abbott announced

the opening of a state trade office in Taiwan, aiming to

enhance cooperation between Texas and Taiwan and

demonstrate Texas' support for Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]

The announcement followed the signing of an

Economic Development Statement of Intent between

Governor Abbott and Taiwan's Minister of Economic

Affairs, Kuo Jyh-huei. This agreement aims to

strengthen economic ties, expand trade, create jobs,

and promote collaboration in key sectors such as

semiconductors and energy resilience.

Kuo stated that the agreement would facilitate

Taiwanese businesses in establishing a strong

presence in Texas, thereby enhancing supply chain

resilience. Abbott echoed this sentiment, underscoring

the mutual benefits of the agreement for both

economies.

Earlier in the day, Abbott met with President Lai Ching-

te, who noted longstanding investments by Taiwanese

enterprises in Texas exceeding USD 12 billion. Lai

highlighted his administration's focus on key sectors

like semiconductors, AI, military, security, surveillance,

and next-generation communication, aligning with

Texas' industries. He expressed confidence that the

new Texas Taiwan office would strengthen the Taiwan-

Texas-U.S. partnership. [Focus Taiwan]
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Thai foreign minister visits China to co-

chair meeting

(lm) Thailand’s Foreign Affairs Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa is on an ongoing three-day visit to

China at the invitation of Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi. The visit, which started on July 8, includes co-

chairing the second Thailand-China Foreign Affairs

Ministerial Meeting. Key topics include support for

agricultural products, investment in innovation,

tackling regional air pollution, and preparations for the

50th anniversary of Thailand-China diplomatic

relations next year.

Maris will also meet Chinese Vice President Han Zheng

and Liu Jianchao, head of the International Department

of the Chinese Communist Party. Discussions will cover

Thailand's bid to join the BRICS economic bloc, with

China expected to reiterate its support for Thailand's

membership. [Bangkok Post]

In a related development, on July 9, Permanent

Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Thailand, met with Vice

Minister of Foreign Affairs of China, in Beijing. They

discussed regional and international issues and

coordinated preparations for upcoming events,

including the 57th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting,

the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference, the 9th

Mekong-Lancang Cooperation Foreign Ministers'

Meeting, and the 7th Thailand-China Strategic

Dialogue. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Price cuts by Chinese EV manufacturer get

green light by Thailand's Trade

Competition Commission

(wt) The Trade Competition Commission of Thailand

(TCCT) has approved price cuts by BYD (Build Your

Dreams), a leading Chinese electric vehicle (EV)

manufacturer, stating that these reductions do not

violate trade competition laws but rather promote

market competition. TCCT Secretary-General Visanu

Vongsinsirikul explained that the price reductions aim

to increase sales and maximize production efficiency

without selling below production costs, aligning with

the principle of economies of scale.

This comes after Thailand’s Office of the Consumer

Protection Board (OCPB) launched an investigation

following complaints about aggressive discounting.

Rever Automotive, BYD's sole distributor in Thailand,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-iii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edjjiht-l-iid/


had reduced prices for the Dolphin model by THB

140,000-160,000 (USD 3,780-4,320) and for the Atto

model by THB 100,000-340,000 (USD 2,700-9,180). In

light of this, some BYD owners had expressed

dissatisfaction on social media, feeling overcharged

after significant price reductions on new models. But

despite accusations on social media, no official

consumer complaints have been filed regarding the

price cuts. [Bangkok Post 1]

BYD’s significant market presence in Thailand is crucial

for its global expansion, especially after facing tariffs

from the European Union. The company held a 46

percent share of Thailand's EV market in the first

quarter and is the third-largest player in passenger

cars.

Against this backdrop, Thai Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin urged BYD to ensure fair pricing and protect

consumer interests. Meanwhile, BYD CEO Wang

Chuanfu, during his visit to Thailand to open the

company's first Southeast Asian factory, assured

appropriate future pricing and support for affected

customers. The factory, located in Rayong, aims to

produce 150,000 EVs annually within two years. The

government and BYD are also discussing leveraging

local supply chains and maximizing factory output.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Lao, Thai prime ministers plan to curb

drug trade

(msz) During a phone call on July 3, Lao Prime Minister

Sonexay Siphandone and Thai Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin agreed to strengthen cooperation in curbing

the drug trade along their shared border. According to

the Royal Thai Government, Thai Prime Minister

Srettha laid down four points as ways to strengthen

the cooperation. These are (1) more frequent joint

patrols in high-risk areas, (2) full cooperation in

investigations and increase in the number of arrests

made, (3)  long-term problem-solving by providing

alternative income-earning opportunities for drug

producers and improving living standards for people in

rural areas to discourage them from producing or

trading drugs, (4) closer coordination between the two

countries’ government agencies, including security

agencies and armed forces, in provinces and districts

that share borders.  Lao Prime Minister Sonexay

expressed his appreciation for strong bilateral

cooperation and stressed continued strengthening of

relations through the strategic partnership for growth

and sustainable development. [The Nation Thailand]

[Vientiane Times]
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The two prime ministers also reviewed the

implementation of recommendations made at their

previous meetings. The meetings covered economic

cooperation, integration of the electricity grid under

the Laos-Malaysia-Singapore electricity project and

cooperation in tackling the drug problem in line with

Laos’ national agenda of curbing the drug trade by

encouraging closer links between central and local

governments, increasing the number of joint border

patrols, and strengthening the relevant authorities.

Bangkok-Vientiane train service to commence on July 19

In related developments, on July 3, the State Railway of

Thailand (SRT) announced that a new international

train service connecting Bangkok in Thailand and

Vientiane in Laos will start on July 19. The new train

service was part of the plan to promote tourism and

logistics between the two countries. [Bangkok Post]

Malaysian, Thai prime ministers to tour

Thailand’s Deep South following deadly

car bomb

(lm) Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is set to

visit the country’s three southernmost provinces—

Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat—alongside Malaysian

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on August 3. This visit

follows a car bomb explosion in Yala on June 30 that

killed an Islamic religious teacher and injured 16

people, including six police officers. [Bangkok Post 2]

The car bomb explosion has raised concerns about the

slow progress in peace talks in the Deep South, with

some observers criticizing the ongoing insurgent

attacks against state officials, which they say

undermine national security and peace efforts.

Meanwhile, Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong stated that

martial law and the emergency decree have been

invoked to apprehend suspects, with custodial

interrogation under the Prevention and Suppression of

Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act. [Bangkok

Post 1]

The bombing and its aftermath were also discussed at

the Internal Security Operations Command (ISCO) in

Bangkok, where Prime Minister Srettha is the director.

The premier has also been in close consultation with

the army commander and Deputy Prime Minister and

Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul regarding the

incident.
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During an earlier phone conversation, prime ministers

Srettha and Anwar also discussed the 44 arson attacks

in Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, and Songkhla that

occurred on March 22. Malaysia acts as a facilitator in

peace negotiations between the Thai government and

southern insurgents, some of whom hold dual Thai-

Malaysian nationalities. [Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, the superintendent of Bannang Sata police

station in Yala province, Pol Col Ranon Surawit, has

been transferred following the car bomb attack. He will

move to the Southern Border Provinces Investigation

Division, with Pol Col Phrompat Sanitsri replacing him.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Myanmar rebels flood Thailand with meth

(lm) Armed ethnic groups in Myanmar are increasing

illicit drug production to finance their fight against the

Myanmar government, resulting in a significant rise in

drug trafficking into Thailand.

According to the Pha Muang Force, a military unit of

the Royal Thai Army, 151 million methamphetamine

pills have been seized so far this fiscal year, a

substantial increase from 42 million pills in the same

period last year. Additionally, the unit confiscated 256

kilograms of heroin and 1,350 kilograms of crystal

meth. The Pha Muang Force, responsible for a 933-

kilometer stretch of the northern Thai border, has

arrested 347 suspects and killed 29 traffickers in

clashes. Millions more methamphetamine pills are

believed to be stored near the Myanmar border,

awaiting smuggling into Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Hong Kong developer interested in

exploring investments in Thailand,

including Land Bridge megaproject

(lm) Hong Kong property developer New World

Development (NWD) is interested in exploring

investment opportunities in Thailand, including digital

finance, biotechnology, and the USD 27 billion Land

Bridge megaproject. Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

met with NWD's executive vice-chairman and CEO,

Adrian Chang, at Government House to discuss these

potential investments. The meeting aimed to boost

future cooperation, with Srettha expressing his

readiness to facilitate NWD's investment plans. He

highlighted the government's goal to make 2025 a

significant year for tourism by hosting numerous
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cultural events, concerts, festivals, and an international

motor racing series.

According to the official readout, NWD is keen on

investing in projects like the Land Bridge, digital

finance, and medical development. The company is

also interested in manufacturing and selling products

to biotechnology companies in Thailand. The prime

minister reiterated the government's readiness to

discuss investment details with NWD through the

Board of Investment, hoping that upcoming events will

boost the region's intellectual property assets.

[Bangkok Post]

Thai, South Korean provinces to sign MoU

on education, work visits in September

(msz) The governors of Thailand's northern Chiang Mai

province, Nirat Phongsittithaworn, and South Korea's

Chungcheongbuk province, Kim Young-hwan, plan to

sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) in

September to support Thais who wish to study or work

in South Korea. This agreement aims to enhance

cooperation and stimulate the economies of both

regions, strengthening Thai-South Korean relations.

The governors discussed this during an online meeting,

with Governor Kim indicating that a provincial working

group and South Korean university representatives

would participate in the discussions, with the signing

expected on September 26. The MoU will benefit the

education and travel sectors of both countries.

Chiang Mai is a popular destination for Korean tourists,

with many Thais also visiting South Korea for tourism,

education, and work. Both countries share cultural

similarities, such as historical sites and Buddhist

communities. [Bangkok Post]

China-Vietnam bilateral trade reaches

nearly USD 100 billion in first half of 2024

(wn) China remains Vietnam's largest trading partner

and import market, as well as its second-largest export

market. Bilateral trade between the two countries

reached nearly USD 100 billion in the first six months

of 2024. Vietnam's exports to China rose to USD 27.8

billion, up 5.3 percent from the previous year, while

imports from China surged to USD 67 billion, up 34.7

percent, resulting in a trade deficit of USD 39.2 billion,

a 67.9 percent increase. Currently, a dozen Vietnamese

agricultural products are exported to China, with
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ongoing negotiations for the official export of fresh

coconuts and frozen durians. [Vietnam Express]

Philippines 'ready' to discuss continental

shelf with Vietnam

(wn) The Philippines has expressed its willingness to

hold discussions with Vietnam following Hanoi's call for

consultations on the Philippine submission regarding

an extended continental shelf claim in the South China

Sea.

The Philippines' submission, filed on June 14 with the

U.N. Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf

(CLCS), aims to register the country's entitlement to an

extended continental shelf in the West Palawan region

of the South China Sea. The extended continental shelf

is a seabed area that extends up to 350 nautical miles

from the shore, where a coastal state has exclusive

rights to explore and exploit natural resources. The

CLCS will review the Philippine submission between

January and March next year.

However, the Philippine submission may overlap with

previous submissions by Vietnam and Malaysia, as well

as a Vietnam-Malaysia joint submission from 2009,

which the Philippines protested.

Against this backdrop, Vietnam responded on June 20,

acknowledging the submission and emphasizing the

need for coastal states to respect the rights and

interests of other coastal nations when determining

their outer continental shelf boundaries. Malaysia also

opposed the Philippine submission, asserting that it

disregards Malaysia's sovereignty over the state of

Sabah.

China, meanwhile, has rejected the Philippine

submission, claiming it infringes on China's sovereign

rights and jurisdiction and violates international law.

Despite this, the 2016 arbitral tribunal ruling under the

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

rejected all of China's claims to "historic rights" over

most of the South China Sea. The Philippine

submission reinforces this tribunal ruling but does not

name China as a party for negotiations on the

continental shelf. [Radio Free Asia]

Philippines wants to boost rice

cooperation with Vietnam to ensure food

security
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(lm) The Philippines is seeking to enhance rice

cooperation with Vietnam to ensure food security, as

stated by Philippine Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu

Laurel during his visit to Vietnam's Mekong Delta

province of An Giang. This region is crucial for rice

production in Vietnam, which is the third-largest rice

exporter globally, with the Philippines being its largest

buyer.

In the first five months of the year, 45.4 percent of

Vietnam's rice exports went to the Philippines. Due to a

1.5 percent annual population growth and insufficient

domestic rice supplies, the Philippines needs to

increase imports. Laurel also encouraged Vietnamese

rice companies to invest in the Philippines. The two

countries had previously signed agreements on rice

trade and agriculture cooperation during President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s visit to Hanoi in January.

Additionally, to manage inflation, the Philippines

recently reduced its rice tariff from 35 percent to 15

percent. [Reuters]

USS Blue Ridge, USCGC Waesche arrive in

Vietnam for joint Navy-Coast Guard port

visit

(wn) The U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge and U.S.

Coast Guard Cutter Waesche arrived in Cam Ranh,

Vietnam, for a five-day joint Navy-Coast Guard routine

port visit on July 8. During the visit, the leadership of

the 7th Fleet, USS Blue Ridge, and CGC Waesche will

meet with the Vietnam People’s Navy, Vietnam Coast

Guard, and Khanh Hoa leadership. U.S. Ambassador to

Vietnam, Marc Knapper, and Vice Adm. Fred Kacher,

commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet, will also engage with

Vietnamese naval leaders.

This marks the second visit of the USS Blue Ridge to

Vietnam since diplomatic relations were established in

1995. The 7th Fleet is the largest forward-deployed

numbered fleet of the U.S. Navy, working to maintain a

free and open Indo-Pacific region. [Vietnam Express]

[CPF Navy]
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Upcoming online events

10-11 July 2024 , Center for a New American

Security, USA

NATO Public Forum 2024

This year, the NATO Public Forum takes place in

Washington D.C. on 10 and 11 July. The event aims to

promote a better public understanding of the Alliance’s

policies and goals and the decisions to be adopted in

Washington D.C., through dialogue and engagement

with a unique and diverse group of stakeholders.

Heads of State and Government, Ministers,

international security experts, opinion formers,

academics, journalists, and young people with be

joining the discussion. Sign up here to participate in

the online conversation regardless of where you are

watching the event.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

10 July 2024 @ 12:00- 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Heritage Foundation, USA

Scholars and Scribes Review the Rulings:

The Supreme Court’s 2023-2024 Term

Join the panel discussion by Supreme Court reporters

and advocates to discuss the landmark rulings from

the 2023-2024 term. There were important cases

about the administrative state, free speech,

government censorship, firearms, state abortion

regulations, taxation, presidential immunity, and more.

Our scholars will answer your questions about these

cases, their implications, and larger trends in the

Court's jurisprudence and in the interactions between
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the justices. Come and learn about the latest Supreme

Court term.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].

10 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Inter-

American Dialogue, USA

Elections Series – Venezuela’s Electoral

Conditions in Comparative Perspective

Join the event for a panel discussion comparing

elections, electoral conditions, outcomes, and post-

election risks. How do these violations and the

uncertainty in the lead-up to election day and the post-

election environment compare to other elections in

Latin America, Africa, Central Asia, and Europe? In

some countries, democrats have persisted in

competing and, in some cases, have won. In others,

incumbent governments have effectively foreclosed

meaningful elections and citizen choice. Are there

lessons from these other cases that can illustrate the

challenges and possibilities for human and political

rights in unfair electoral environments, democratic

change or negotiations?

For more information, visit [The Dialogue].

10 July 2024 @ 4:00 -5:00 p.m. (GMT-4),  The United

States Institute of Peace, USA

China-Taiwan Competition: Why It

Matters for Peace and Stability in the

Pacific

Join USIP for a conversation on the motivations driving

China’s competition with Taiwan in the Pacific and its

implications for peace and stability in the region. The

discussion will explore how Beijing’s desire for

international recognition, extraterritorial control over

its diasporas, and domestic legitimacy all play a factor. 

For more information, visit [USIP].

11 July 2024 @ 6:45 -8:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for a

New American Security, USA

For Freedom and For Peace, NATO 75
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Join the event for an extraordinary event

commemorating the 75th anniversary of the founding

of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and honoring

the American president who envisioned and

championed its creation, Harry S. Truman.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

11 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m. (GMT+2),

German Institute for Global and Area Studies,

Germany

The Paradigm Shift in EU-China Relations:

Understanding the EU’s Current Strategy

Towards China

This session explores the ‘paradigm-shift’ in EU-China

relations, focusing on the 'de-risking' strategy in

response to China's growing influence and changing

global dynamics. The session examines how the EU has

navigated deteriorating US-China relations over the

past decade, highlighting the evolution from economic

collaboration in the 1990s to the current tensions

driven by China's assertive foreign policy under Xi

Jinping. Join the event to learn more about this topic.

For more information, visit [GIGA].

11 July 2024 @ 1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Geneva Centre for

Security Sector Governance, Switzerland

HLPF Side Event: Towards Advancing The

Pact For The Future

This side event is co-hosted by the Permanent Mission

of Costa Rica, DCAF, the International Development

Law Organization, the Pathfinders for Peace, Just and

Inclusive Societies, and the Permanent Mission of The

Gambia, and supported by the Permanent Mission of

the Swiss Confederation. It will bring together

representatives of Member States, international

organizations, and civil society to examine how and

through which ways equitable justice and security

provision can support progress towards reducing all

forms of violence (SDG 16.1), advancing the Pact for

the Future, and enabling the achievement of other

SDGs. 

For more information, visit [DCAF].
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11 July 2024 @ 1:00 -2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Inside High-Stakes Negotiations: A

Conversation with Hostage Negotiator

Mickey Bergman on Freeing Captured

Americans Abroad

Hostage negotiator, Nobel Peace Prize Nominee, CEO,

and author Mickey Bergman joins the Stimson Center

to discuss his recently released book on high-profile

rescues of American citizens around the world.

Bergman is responsible for the negotiations that

brought many high-profile prisoners home, including

Brittney Griner, Danny Fenster, Otto Warmbier, and

Trevor Reed. In the Shadows details his never-before-

told stories inside the secret negotiations to free

Americans from some of the world’s most repressive

countries, including North Korea, Russia, and more.

For more information, visit [Stimson Center].

11 July 2024 @ 10:30 -11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Inter-

American Dialogue, USA

Exploring the Roots and Realities of

Criminal Violence in Ecuador

What triggered the security crisis, and how did it begin?

To what extent have criminal organizations infiltrated

the state? How are Ecuador’s governing institutions

addressing the violence? Lastly, how can Ecuador

develop a strategy involving the United States and

other partners to overcome this crisis? To explore the

roots of Ecuador’s security challenges, its international

implications, and potential resolutions, join the Inter-

American Dialogue’s event and learn more about this

topic.

For more information, visit [The Dialogue].

11 July 2024 @ 12:00- 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Air and Missile Defense in the High North

Join the CSIS Missile Defense Project for a conference

on Arctic security, the North Warning System, and

homeland air and missile defense. Senator Dan

Sullivan (R-Alaska) will present opening remarks,

followed by a discussion moderated by Dr. Tom
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Karako. Senator Sullivan will be introduced by Dr. John

Hamre, CSIS President and CEO, and Langone Chair in

American Leadership. A second panel will continue the

discussion relating to air and cruise missile defense for

the homeland, including the North Warning System

and Joint All-Domain Command and Control (JADC2).

Former NORAD/USNORTHCOM Commander General

(ret.) Charles Jacoby will be among those who are

participating in the panel.

For more information, visit [CSIS]. 

11 July 2024 @ 9:30- 10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

What Happened at the NATO Summit?

Capital Cable

For this episode of the Capital Cable, we are joined by

Mr. Max Bergmann of the CSIS Europe, Russia, and

Eurasia Program to discuss the 2024 NATO Summit in

Washington D.C., the 75th anniversary of the alliance,

and the security challenges facing NATO, including the

ongoing war in Ukraine. 

For more information, visit [CSIS]. 

11 July 2024 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

France moves to the right: Consequences

for Europe

This session will explore: What do the election results

mean for President Macron’s ability to influence the

EU’s strategic agenda?, How would Franco-German

relations adjust to the new political composition?, How

would a stronger far-right presence at both a national

and EU level impact EU foreign policy?

 For more information, visit [Chatham]. 

11 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Population and Development in the 21st

Century
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Join the event this World Population Day for an event

featuring leaders on population and development

issues and contributors to a new Population Institute

report, Revitalizing Population and Development in the

21st Century. Panelists will discuss what more is

needed to realize the vision of ICPD, with particular

focus on opportunities to further population and

environment goals, financing, reproductive health,

gender equality, and advancing multisectoral

approaches to ensure no one is left behind.

For more information, visit [Wilson]. 

11 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:05 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

USMCA at Four: Measuring Success,

Addressing China, and the Road Towards

the 2026 Review

In a complex geopolitical landscape, USMCA has

demonstrated that deeper integration, rather than

protectionism, fosters growth and economic

opportunities. North America can leverage current

challenges, including trade disputes and China’s role in

supply chains, to strengthen the trilateral partnership

between the United States, Mexico, and Canada. As the

next phase of USMCA approaches, leaders must

prepare to build a skilled workforce, secure critical

supply chains, and maintain a competitive edge in

global innovation. To commemorate the agreement’s

fourth anniversary and to highlight USMCA’s

contributions to economic growth and prosperity

across the continent, join the Canada Institute and

Mexico Institute for a conversation. The conversation

will focus on the significant work remaining to address

ongoing disputes and fully realize the agreement's

potential. With presidential elections in Mexico and the

United States this year, it is imperative to analyze their

impact on USMCA policies and on the upcoming 2026

review.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

11 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (GMT+2),

Institute for Security Studies, South Africa

Foresight modeling series: Africa’s future

in a multipolar world
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The world is moving towards a complex, multipolar

global power configuration and growing disaffection

with the Western rules-based system. To offset Africa’s

limited role in shaping global orientations, the

continent needs better governance, deeper economic

and political integration, and rapid and sustained

economic growth. This seminar will explore global

trends and their potential impact on Africa in four

alternative global scenarios.

For more information, visit [ISS]. 

12 July 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Israel’s Missile Defense Engagements

Since October 7th

Join the CSIS Missile Defense Project for a conversation

on Israel’s air and missile defense experiences since

the attacks of October 7, including the April 13 attack

by Iran. The discussion will feature Moshe Patel,

director of the Israel Missile Defense Organization

(IMDO), moderated by Dr. Tom Karako.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

12 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Beyond 75: Reflections on the NATO

Summit

Join the event where experts unpack the takeaways,

achievements, and opportunities offered by the

summit. This discussion features experts from across

the Wilson Center's regional and thematic programs,

offering insight into NATO's future role in the Indo-

Pacific, the Arctic, and at the nexus of climate and

environmental security. 

For more information, visit [Wilson]. 

12 July 2024 @ 10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Bolstering transatlantic security and

solidarity
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Atlantic Council’s Europe Center hosts an expert panel

to discuss the outcomes of the NATO Summit and next

steps for ensuring regional security. Following the

consequential Washington NATO Summit taking place

July 9-11 that will determine the transatlantic

community’s next steps for issues from galvanizing

defense industry to bolstering defense and deterrence

the Europe Center hosts an expert panel to discuss the

outcomes of the NATO Summit and next steps for

ensuring regional security. This event will be followed

by an #ACFrontPage event with H.E. Petr Pavel,

President of the Czech Republic, and will be take place

in partnership with Jagello 2000.

For more information, visit [Atlantic]. 

12 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Beyond the Summit: Outcomes and the

path forward to Ukraine’s NATO

membership

Experts join the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Center, the

Ukrainian World Congress, and the Ukrainian Congress

Committee of America to discuss the NATO Summit’s

response to Russian aggression and how to secure and

carry out an irreversible, collective commitment to

Ukraine’s security, and consequentially, the security of

the Euro-Atlantic community.

For more information, visit [Atlantic]. 

12 July 2024 @ 12:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

The Czech president on next steps for

transatlantic cooperation post-NATO

Summit

This event will take place in partnership with Jagello

2000, and will be preceded by an experts panel on the

steps needed to strengthen the alliance. The experts

panel will feature Jan Jireš, director general of defense

policy and planning at the Czech Ministry of Defense;

Lieutenant General Karel Řehka, chief of the general

staff of the Czech Armed Forces; Ambassador Daniel

Fried, Weiser Family Distinguished Fellow at the

Atlantic Council; and Atlantic Council Nonresident

Senior Fellow Valbona Zeneli. 
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For more information, visit [Atlantic].

15 July 2024 @ 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia Society

Policy Institute, USA

NATO and Northeast Asia: An Expanding

Partnership

Join former Japanese Ambassador to NATOMasafumi

Ishii, former South Korean Ambassador to the

NATO Hyoung Zhin Kim, and ASPI Vice President Danny

Russel as they examine the significance of South

Korea’s and Japan’s relations with NATO. The panelists

will evaluate each nation’s contributions to the war in

Ukraine and the significance of deepening defense ties

with Europe. The panelists will also assess the outcome

of the anticipated AP4 (Japan, South Korea, Australia,

and New Zealand) meeting: Seoul and Tokyo’s

engagement with other U.S. security partners in the

Indo-Pacific, the progress building on the Camp David

trilateral summit in 2023, the durability of the pact

moving forward, and the impact on stability in the

Indo-Pacific. Director of Political-Security Affairs Emma

Chanlett-Avery will moderate.

For more information, visit [Asia Society].

15 July 2024 @ 3:00- 4:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

International Institute for Strategic Studies, UK

Adelphi Book Launch: Deterrence,

Diplomacy and the Risk of Conflict Over

Taiwan by Bill Emmott

In his new Adelphi book, Bill Emmott evaluates the

diplomatic and deterrence strategies that countries in

and outside the Indo-Pacific region are using to try to

reduce the risk of that conflict occurring. This book

examines these strategies in light of the lessons of the

Ukraine war and identifies yardsticks with which to

gauge their potential effectiveness and sustainability.

Our goal, Emmott argues, must be for all sides to

regard such a US-China conflict as ‘inevitably

catastrophic and therefore inconceivable’. At this

hybrid launch event, held at IISS headquarters in

London, Bill Emmott will describe his key arguments

and their strategic implications. He will be joined by an

expert discussant, before Q&A involving the in-person

and online audience.

For more information, visit [IISS].
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15 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (GMT+9), Asian

Development Bank, Japan

Book Launch: Transforming ASEAN –

Strategies for Achieving Sustainable and

Inclusive Growth

The book explores the potential to accelerate

decarbonization and promote environmental

sustainability in South East Asia, examines future

pathways toward the next phase of regional

development and integration, and analyses ASEAN’s

global role within and beyond the G20. The launch

event will provide the first opportunity since its release

in April 2024 to bring together key contributors and

regional stakeholders to showcase the publication,

discuss its primary findings and core insights, and

accelerate momentum toward the book’s official

unveiling at the 2024 ASEAN Summit, to be held in

Luang Prabang in October.   

For more information, visit [ADB].

15 July 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), The Royal

United Services Institute for Defence and Security

Studies, UK

Unpacking the 2024 NATO Summit

2024 is the 75th anniversary of NATO. The July summit

in Washington DC provides a critical opportunity for

allies and partners to ensure the Alliance’s unity,

strength, and resolve in the years to come.

Ambassador Quarrey and Lieutenant General Cave will

reflect on the key political and military outcomes of the

summit, including continued support for Ukraine, the

importance of boosting the defense industrial base,

and reaffirming the Alliance’s commitment to military

readiness in response to escalating global threats to

peace and security.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

15 July 2024 @ 1:30- 2:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

AI Transformation at the DOD: A

Conversation with Chief Digital and AI

Officer, Dr. Radha Plumb
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The conversation will focus on the Chief Digital and

Artificial Intelligence Office (CDAO)'s current role at the

DOD and a preview of its upcoming projects. The

CDAO was established in 2022 to create, implement,

and steer the DOD’s digital transformation and

adoption of AI. Under Dr. Plumb’s leadership, the

CDAO recently announced a new initiative, Open Data

and Applications Government-owned Interoperable

Repositories (DAGIR), which will open a multi-vendor

ecosystem connecting DOD end users with innovative

software solutions. Dr. Plumb will discuss the role of

Open DAGIR and a series of other transformative

projects currently underway at the CDAO.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

15 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof

Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

SME Participation in the Digital Economy:

Cambodia and Lao PDR

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have a

significant presence in Southeast Asia. They account

for 90% of total enterprises and about 70% of total

employment in the region, respectively. A number of

policies have been implemented in Southeast Asian

countries to support the participation of SMEs in the

digital economy. This webinar will explore the state of

SMEs’ participation in the digital economy in two

countries, namely, Cambodia and Lao PDR. It will

examine some of the on-going challenges facing SMEs

in adopting digital technologies in these two countries.

The webinar will also provide policy assessments and

recommendations for digital transformation of SMEs.

 For more information, visit [ISEAS]. 

16 July 2024 @ 2:00 -3:30 p.m. (GMT-4),  The United

States Institute of Peace, USA

Why Peace Remains Elusive on the Korean

Peninsula

Join USIP for a conversation that explores why peace

has been elusive on the Korean Peninsula for over

seven decades and why the recent shifts in North

Korea’s foreign policy indicate that tensions will

continue absent a dramatic change in U.S. approach.

For more information, visit [USIP].
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16 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (GMT+1), ODI,

UK

ODI in conversation with Achim Steiner

In this event, experts will discuss the critical global

challenges and tensions in building a more equitable

and sustainable world for all, exploring: How relevant

are collective goals such as the SDGs in today’s

increasingly multipolar world?, As pressure on the

development endeavor continues to grow within

recipient and donor countries alike, how does

international cooperation need to be reimagined to

make it fit for the future?, How can – or should – the

‘development sector’ remain relevant?, How should we

engage with citizens and taxpayers who question the

value or effectiveness of investing in international

cooperation?

For more information, visit [ODI].

16 July 2024 @ 4:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

A New Cold War: Conversation with Sir

Robin Niblett

In this short, urgent book, Niblett argues that only by

looking back can we heed the warnings and learn the

necessary lessons to guide us through this new reality:

he goes through the ten ways in which the new Cold

War is different, and offers five new rules for

navigating it. How we manage this contest will

determine not only whether there is still space for

international cooperation to deal with our many global

challenges, from the climate emergency to the

technological revolution, but also who gets to

dominate the twenty-first century and, quite simply,

the course of all our futures. Join the conversation to

learn more.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

16 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. (GMT-7), Pacific Council on

International Policy, USA

Unpacking the Results from the United

Kingdom’s 2024 Election
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On July 4 British citizens will vote in their country’s

upcoming general election which comes at a critical

juncture for the U.K.., following years of political and

economic challenges post-Brexit and amid ongoing

debates about the overall direction of the country.

Major policy debates for the candidates include

inflation and a rising cost of living, the National Health

Service (NHS), immigration and refugee policy, as well

as the country’s approach to combating climate

change. The election results will be impactful not only

for the United Kingdom but also for its relationships

with key allies, including the United States and the

European Union. With significant trade, defense, and

diplomatic partnerships at stake, the outcome will

influence international strategies and bilateral

agreements.  The distinguished speakers will discuss

the results and the implications this election will have

for the U.K., the United States, and the rest of the

world. Guests will also have the opportunity to

participate in a Q&A session.

 For more information, visit [Pacific Council]. 

16 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof

Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Malaysian Foreign Policy under Anwar:

Performance, Identity and the Politics of

Survival

This seminar unpacks the factors driving and limiting

the Anwar administration’s active, inclusive, and

selective foreign policy postures. It argues that while

the style of Malaysia’s foreign policy has been colored

by Anwar’s personality, its substance has been

motivated and constrained primarily by structural and

domestic reasons. A proactive and prudently inclusive

foreign policy is needed for mitigating the multiple

systemic risks surrounding the US-China rivalry, but

also for maximizing the concrete benefits needed to

boost the Anwar-led Unity Government’s political

survival at home, with an eye to winning Malaysia’s

next general election.

 For more information, visit [ISEAS]. 

16 July 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

UK General Election 2024
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A historic UK general election has brought about a

change of government in London after 14 years of

Conservative rule. As Labour forms government under

Sir Keir Starmer, what will this mean for the UK, and

for Australia's relations with the UK? How, if at all, will

Labour differ in its foreign policy in Europe and the

Indo-Pacific? What does it mean for relations with

France, Germany and the EU, as well as the US, NATO

and AUKUS? And how influential will the Reform Party

(and Nigel Farage, finally an MP on the eight attempt)

be in shaping policy? Join the event to hear more from

experts.

For more information, visit [AIIA].

Recent Book Releases

Phil Elwood, All The Worst Humans: How I Made News

for Dictators, Tycoons and Politicians, Allen & Unwin,

273 pages, published July 11, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Maureen Callahan, Ask Not: The Kennedys and the

Women They Destroyed, Mudlark, 336 pages,

published July 4, 2024. For a review, see [The Guardian

Review of Books].

Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political

and Economic Origins of Our Time, Penguin Classics,

384 pages, published June 20, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Harvey Whitehouse, Inheritance: The Evolutionary

Origins of the Modern World, Hutchinson Heinemann,

368 pages, published June 13, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Oleksandr Mykhed, The Language of War, Allen Lane,

304 pages, published June 13, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Jack M. Balkin, Memory and Authority: The Uses of

History in Constitutional Interpretation, Yale

University Press, 380 pages, published February 27,

2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles Review of

Books].

Adam Shatz, The Rebel's Clinic: The Revolutionary

Lives of Frantz Fanon, Apollo, 464 pages, published

January 18, 2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles

Review of Books].
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Calls

Singapore Management University (SMU) invites

paper proposals for its international workshop “Small

States and Arctic Sustainability,” to be held on

November 20, 2024, in Singapore. The deadline for

abstract submission is July 15, 2024. For more

information, see [SMU].

The South Asia International Economic Law

Network invites paper proposals for the Fourth

Biennial Conference “Local Approaches to

International Economic Law” to be held on December

16-18, 2024, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The deadline for

abstract submission is July 30, 2024. For more

information, see [South Asia International Economic

Law Network].

The Centre for Comparative and Public Law (CCPL)

at the Faculty of Law of Hong Kong University

invites paper proposals for its 10th Asian

Constitutional Law Forum “Constitutional Change in

Asia in the 21st Century,” to be held on December 9-

10, 2024. The deadline for abstract submission is July

15, 2024. For more information, see [CCPL].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Associate Humanitarian

Affairs Officer to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until July 21, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Human Rights and Conflict

Prevention Intern to be Istanbul, Turkey. Applications

are accepted until July 18, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Digital Development Officer

to be based in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Applications are

accepted until July 20, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Individual Consultant for

the Development of a Strategic Plan. The country of

assignment is in Philippines. Applications are accepted

until July 22, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Individual Consultant-

Development of a Strategic Policy Paper on DRR

and CCA. The country of assignment is in Philippines.

Applications are accepted until July 22, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Individual Consultant -

Policy Specialist for People’s Survival Fund (PSF).

The country of assignment is in Philippines.

Applications are accepted until July 22, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Support Analyst to be

based in New York, United States. Applications are

accepted until July 19, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Individual contractor for

Enhancing  Inclusion for Women in Accessing

Political & Electoral Space. The country of

assignment is Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

July 19, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Humanitarian, Development,

and Peace Specialist to be based in Kampala, Uganda.

Applications are accepted until July 19, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Senior Advisor (Gender, Equity and Human

Rights) to be based in Congo-Brazzaville. Applications

are accepted until July 23, 2024. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Technical Officer (Contracts and Legal Affairs) to

be based in Türkiye-Istanbul.  Applications are

accepted until July 25, 2024. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

is looking for a Regional Liaison and Policy Officer to

be based in Cairo, Egypt. Applications are accepted

until July 18, 2024. More information is provided at

[IOM].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a Logistics and Security Assistant to be

based in Lebanon-Beirut. Applications are accepted

until July 19, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO].
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for an

Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and

External Relations. Applications are accepted until

August 30, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for an

Associate Protocol Officer to be based in  Paris,

France. Applications are accepted until August 5, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Programme

Specialist (Education) to be based in Paris, France.

Applications are accepted until August 5, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNESCO].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for an

MMC Specialist - Information Management

Specialist to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until July 19, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Finance Assistant to be based in Georgia.

Applications are accepted until July 18, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Digital Legal Aid Platform Development Specialist

to join their team in Kyiv. Applications are accepted

until July 21, 2024. More information is provided at

[DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Protection Officer – Legal Analyst to be based in

Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until July 16,

2024. More information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Protection Officer to be based in Myanmar.

Applications are accepted until July 19, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Senior Programme Manager

to be based in New York, USA. Applications are

accepted until July 21, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Programme Management

Specialist to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications
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are accepted until July 18, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for an Immigration Legal Assistant based in Sea Tac,

WA, USA. Applications are accepted until September 3,

2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Finance Officer based in Warsaw, Poland.

Applications are accepted until July 31, 2024. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The Action Contre la Faim is looking for a Country

Director for Ukraine. Applications are accepted until

August 3, 2024. More information is provided at

[Action contre].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is looking for

a Partnership Coordinator based in Ukraine, Odessa.

Applications are accepted until July 18, 2024. More

information is provided at [NRC].

The Sheffield Hallam University is looking for a

Senior Lecturer in Law. Applications are accepted

until July 28, 2024. More information is provided at

[Sheffield].

The Faculty of Business, Economics, and Social

Sciences at Universität Hamburg is seeking two

professors (W2) of economics, with a focus on

international economics. Applications are accepted

until July 18, 2024. More information is provided at

[Universität Hamburg].

School of Law & Criminology at Maynooth University

is looking for a Lecturer in Law. Applications are

accepted until August 18, 2024. More information is

provided at [Maynooth].

Durham Law School is looking for an Associate

Professor in Commercial Law Commercial

Arbitration. Applications are accepted until July 25,

2024. More information is provided at [Durham].

The Department of Politics and International Relations

(PAIR) at the University of Southampton, is looking

for a Postdoctoral Researcher on the Emotional

Dynamics in Protective Policies. Applications are

accepted until July 16, 2024. More information is

provided at [Southampton].

The School of Business Law and Social Sciences at

Abertay University is looking for a Lecturer in Law.

Applications are accepted until August 2, 2024. More

information is provided at [Abertay].
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The Department of Politics, Philosophy, and Religion

(PPR) at Lancaster University is looking for a Senior

Teaching Associate in Environmental Politics.

Applications are accepted until July 18, 2024. More

information is provided at [Lancaster].

The Vanderbilt University’s Law School is looking for

a Clinical Professor of Law. Applications are

considered and interviews are scheduled on a rolling

basis until the position is filled or the application

window closes. More information is provided at

[Vanderbilt].

The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at the National

University of Singapore is looking for an Associate

Professor in International Relations. Applications

are accepted until October 1, 2024. More information

is provided at [NUS].

The KU Leuven is looking for a Research Professor in

Public International Law. Applications are accepted

until September 3, 2024. More information is provided

at [KU Leuven].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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