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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Belgium’s
National Day, Colombia’s and Slovakia's Independence
Day, and Ukraine's Statehood Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Senior party official reinforces
need for national unity

(jg) Between July 10 and 13, Shi Taifeng, a senior official
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and head of the
United Front Work Department of the CPC Central
Committee, visited Gansu province. During his trip, he
emphasized fostering a strong sense of community for
the Chinese nation and improving the preservation
and utilization of historical materials, cultural relics,
and folk culture. Shi called for increased research on
issues concerning national unity, raising public
awareness about ethnic unity and progress, and
promoting interactions, exchanges, and integration
among all ethnic groups. He also stressed the
importance of guiding religious figures and believers to
ensure national unity, ethnic solidarity, and social
stability. [The Standard]
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Shi‘s call comes ahead of the much anticipated Third
Plenum of the Chinese Communist Party this week that
is expected to decide reform policies amid significant
challenges China’'s economy is facing, with the Chinese
government seeking to stabilize the economy and
maintain social harmony.

China: Edible oil contamination revealed,
food safety investigations underway

(jg) On July 9, China's government authorities began a
special investigation into the transportation of
vegetable oil at a Dongguan-based grain and oil
affiliate of state-owned food processing holding
company COFCO Group.

Previously, some firms were revealed to use tankers
contaminated with coal-derived chemicals to transport
liquid edibles such as syrup and soybean oil. The firm,
although anonymous, was involved in the case as
exposed information revealed the firm had allegedly
used the same tankers both for kerosene and edible
oils, resulting in contamination.

Early July, Beijing News revealed in a report that a long-
term investigation showed that many general-purpose
tankers carry both edible liquids and chemical liquids
such as coal-derived oil. In order to cut costs, the
tankers are not cleaned between shipments so edible
oils are contaminated with toxic chemicals.

The investigation found China Grain Reserves, also
known as SinoGrain Group, and Sanhe Hopefull Grain
& Oil Group had all done this previously with their
tankers. Both companies have now launched a large-
scale internal investigation, alongside the State Council
organizing a joint investigation team comprising
multiple government departments, including the
Ministry of Public Security and the Ministry of
Transport, to conduct a thorough investigation into
issues related to the transportation of edible oils.

Other firms, including Yihai Kerry and Luhua Group
have rushed to confirm they strictly adhere to safety
regulations. [Yicai Global]

China: Economy faltering, more pressure
on policymakers for stimulus

(jg) China's economy grew slower than expected in the
second quarter, expanding by 4.7percent between
April and June 2024, the slowest since early 2023. This
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slowdown, driven by a prolonged property downturn
and job insecurity, has led to expectations for
increased stimulus from Beijing. The consumer sector
showed particular weakness, with retail sales growth
hitting an 18-month low due to deflationary pressures.

Analysts noted the challenge of achieving the 5 percent
growth target, citing a negative wealth effect from
falling property and stock prices. Goldman Sachs has
lowered its growth forecast for China's 2024 GDP to 4.9
percent from five percent.

Quarterly growth dropped from 1.5 percent in the first
quarter to 0.7 percent, indicating the impact of weak
domestic demand and the property crisis. In response,
China has increased infrastructure investment and
funding for high-tech manufacturing. Despite the data,
stock markets later rose on expectations of further
stimulus. The National Bureau of Statistics pointed to
bad weather and increasing external and domestic
uncertainties as factors affecting growth in the second
half. [Reuters 1]

New home prices in China fell in June 2024 at the
fastest rate in nine years. Property sales and
investments dropped greatly, increasing the pressure
for China's policymakers to help stimulate the housing
sector. According to calculations made by Reuters
based on National Bureau of Statistics data, prices
dropped 4.5 percent from 2023, hitting the lowest
since June 2015, following an already 3.9 percent drop
in May 2024.

Despite government efforts, including cutting home
buying costs in major cities and allowing local
government to convert unsold apartments into
affordable housing, the measures are insufficient.
Moody's Analytics noted the widespread economic
impact of the struggling sector, emphasizing the need
for significant intervention to stabilize the property
market and boost domestic spending in the remainder
of 2024.

Property investment fell 10.1 percent in the first half of
2024, and home sales by floor area dropped 19
percent, slightly better than the 20.3 percent slump in
the first five months. To support growth, the central
bank pledged to maintain a supportive monetary
policy, with expectations of further cuts in the loan
prime rate and banks' reserve requirement ratio.
[Reuters 2]

Policy advisers believe China could unveil tax and fiscal
changes at the Third Plenum that began on July 15,
which could channel more tax revenues to debt laden
local governments to help ease pressure on their


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-i/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-d/

finances. Nevertheless, only modest changes are
expected, predicting China will narrowly meet its
growth target. [The Strait Times]

China: Record trade surplus as foreign
importers rush to avoid tariffs

(jg) In June, China's exports grew by 8.6 percent year-
on-year, with a USD 99 billion trade surplus. These
surpassed forecasts of an eight percent increase,
becoming the fastest export growth seen by China in
fifteen months. In May, there had been a 7.6 percent
rise at USD 82.62 billion. At the same time, imports
have been falling due to weaker domestic demand,
dropping by 2.3 percent in June, despite earlier
forecasts predicting a 2.8 percent increase.

Auto exports between January and June 2024
increased by 18.9% in value and 25.3% in volume.
Semiconductor exports rose by 21.6% in value and
9.5% in volume, while household electronics exports
grew by 14.8% in value and 24.9% in volume. This
growth is particularly notable in Chinese exports of
high-tech and mechanical products to the U.S., UK, and
Germany.

The rapid increase in trade surplus is mainly attributed
to foreign importers rushing orders before the higher
tariffs introduced by the U.S. and EU are enforced,
many of which target Chinese electric vehicle goods.
Analysts highlight that the growth in semiconductor
exports indicates progress in China's tech self-
sufficiency and hi-tech manufacturing pivot, while
warning that the sustainability of such strong exports
poses a risk for China’s economy in the second half of
the year as EU and US tariffs will apply and a slowdown
in auto exports towards the end of the year is forecast.
[The Guardian]

China: Auto sales decline domestically,
export growth remains strong

(jm) This past June, Chinese auto sales experienced a
significant decline in domestic economy, with a 7.4
percent drop to 1.8 million units compared to the
previous year. However, export growth helped mitigate
this decline, as exports rose by 29 percent to 400,000
units, according to the China Association of
Automobile Manufacturers.
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For the first half of 2024, exports increased by 31.5
percent, in contrast domestic sales rose 1.6 percent.
This surge in exports has raised concerns in Europe
and the US, where inexpensive Chinese cars,
particularly gasoline-powered vehicles, are seen as a
potential threat to established Western automakers.
Gasoline vehicle exports climbed by 36 percent and
accounted for 78 percent of China's total vehicle
exports. Conversely, electric vehicle (EV) exports
decreased by 2.3 percent, while hybrid vehicle exports
increased by 180 percent.

China's largest export market remains Russia, which
has seen rapid growth as Chinese automakers fill the
gap left by other manufacturers following the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. Other significant markets include
Brazil, Mexico, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Belgium, and the United Kingdom.

In response to the rising exports of Chinese EVs, the
European Union recently imposed provisional duties,
citing unfair advantages due to government subsidies
(see AIR No. 28, July/2024, 2). Meanwhile, Chinese
automakers are expanding their production overseas,
with BYD opening a new plant in Thailand and planning
additional factories in Brazil, Hungary, and Turkey.

The drop in domestic auto sales marks the second
consecutive monthly decline, with three straight
months of falling sales reported by the China
Passenger Car Association. A severe real estate slump
has further dampened economic growth and
consumer confidence, contributing to the overall
stagnation in the domestic auto market. [AP News]

China: First case of company suing
Shenzhen Stock Exchange closer

(jg) On July 10, China closed its first case of a company
suing the Shenzhen Stock Exchange over a rejected
IPO application since the implementation of a
streamlined registration-based listing system in
February last year.

The Shenzhen Intermediate People's Court ruled that
the stock exchange's termination of the plaintiff's
listing review complied with regulations. Although the
ruling did not name the firm, Yicai suggested it might
be Hongxing Meiling Dairy, a goat milk powder
producer whose IPO application was rejected in May
2022.

The case revealed the company was dissatisfied with
the ChiNext listing committee's decision, which
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deemed the firm’s disclosure of a RMB 14 million
supplier loan and related internal control system
insufficient. The court found that the company failed to
disclose certain matters, violating the requirements
that disclosed information must be true, accurate,
complete, and free from false records, misleading
statements, or significant omissions. It further rejected
the firm's claim that financial data was outdated,
noting that financial reporting is not confined to three-
year cycles and the loan was secured in December
2018, within the prospectus scope.

This move was linked to issues including related to a
supplier lending money to a distributor, coordinated
by Meiling's actual controller, Wang Baoyin, in
December 2018. The listing committee had asked
Meiling to explain the rationale behind the loan and
requested details from the distributor on a sudden
sales increase in December 2018. [Yicai Global]

China: Major oil and gas breakthrough in
Bohai Bay announced

(jg) On July 15, China's state-owned oil and gas firm
China National Offshore Qil Corporation (CNOOC)
announced a significant exploration breakthrough in
Bohai Bay, with a discovery well, LK7-1-1, producing
about 210 cubic meters of crude oil and nearly 1
million cubic meters of natural gas. The well, drilled to
a depth of around 4,400 meters, encountered 76
meters of oil and gas pay zones.

CNOOC has been heavily investing in offshore oil and
gas reserves to compensate for declining output from
aging onshore fields. Xu Changgui, Deputy Chief
Exploration Officer, highlighted the broad exploration
prospects in Mesozoic volcanic rocks in Bohai Bay and
noted the company's progress in understanding and
leveraging medium-to-deep play resources. [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong’s parliament passes bill
to bring in non-locally trained dentists
amid labor shortage

(jg) Hong Kong Legislative Council has passed a new bill
that allows non-locally trained dentists to practice in
the city in a bid to ease a labor shortage in the dental
profession.

The bill stipulates the dentists must first work in
designated health institutions in the public sector, such
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as the Hospital Authority and the University of Hong
Kong, for at least five years before they can apply for
full registration and practice freely in the city.

The Department of Health, in collaboration with the
Dental Council, will start recruiting abroad
immediately, with the first foreign-trained dentists
expected by the first quarter of next year. The
ordinance amendments also introduce a one-year
internship for local dental graduates and establish a
statutory registration system for dental hygienists and
therapists, now termed “dental care professionals.”
The bill, which underwent extensive scrutiny since
April, will take effect once published in the government
gazette, expected later this month.

The Secretary of Health Lo Chung-mau spoke to the
parliament on July 10, saying that the new bill has been
introduced to address the labor shortage the city is
currently struggling with, especially in the public
sector. He revealed that on July 1, there were 110
vacancies in the 370 positions for dentists under the
Department of Health. He further emphasized the
retirement wave approaching in the next few years will
contribute additional stress to shortage issues. [Hong
Kong Free Press]

China: Legal experts warn detention
measure is being abused, call for change

(jg) Chinese legal experts are urging changes to laws
concerning a form of detention, of which they claim
authorities have abused it to torture and extract
information from suspects. It is now expected to
undergo modifications as it appeared on the legislative
plan of the 14th National People’s Congress Standing
Committee in September and will be submitted for
review during the top legislature’s five-year term
ending in 2028.

The detention measure is known as residential
surveillance at a designated location (RSDL) and was
originally introduced in 1996 as a form of mild
restriction of personal freedoms for those suspected
of less serious violations. Following a revision in 2012,
it has now become the harshest form of detention,
being used in cases that include terrorism, said human
rights lawyer Si Weijiang, who also suggested the
measure only be used in cases of terrorism. Chen
Yongsheng, a law professor at Peking University, stated
that the detention measure was meant to be weaker
than detention at a police station, but that some
suspects ask to be put in police detention rather than
RSDL.
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The most recent case that caused controversy arose in
April 2024, when Beijing tech company manager Xing
Yanjun died after being subject to RSDL. The police told
his family he had hung himself. Local prosecutors also
criticized the arrest. [South China Morning Post]

China: Mitigation hearings of Hong Kong
pro-democracy activists continue

(jg) The landmark national security case involving 47
pro-democracy figures in Hong Kong continues with
mitigation hearings that began earlier this month.
These individuals were arrested in January 2021 for
organizing an unofficial primary in July 2020 to shortlist
candidates for Hong Kong's Legislative Council
elections (see AIR No. 28, July/2020, 2), which were
later postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
prosecution argues that the defendants aimed to
exploit legislative powers to veto bills indiscriminately,
forcing the chief executive's resignation and a
government shutdown. They face life sentences (see
AIR No. 28, July/2024, 2). Below are the highlights of the
hearings of this batch of defendants.

Prominent democrats such as Claudia Mo and Helena
Wong, who were convicted of subversion, received
support from figures like pro-Beijing former lawmaker
Abraham Shek, who praised Mo's willingness to engage
in policy discussions despite differing political views.
The letters highlighted the defendants' public service
and commitment to Hong Kong, with Mo's lawyer
requesting a sentence of five to six years. Former
transport minister Anthony Cheung described Helena
Wong as a moderate and pragmatic figure who was
pressured into the conspiracy.

Kalvin Ho, former vice-chairman of the Hong Kong
Association for Democracy and People’s Livelihood
(ADPL), received support from former ADPL chair
Frederick Fung, who emphasized Ho's community-
oriented vision. Despite Ho distancing himself from
politics, his lawyer suggested a three-year jail term.
Frankie Fung's lawyer asked for proportionate
sentences, emphasizing Fung's advocacy for change
was peaceful.

Lester Shum, a leader of the 2014 pro-democracy
protests in Hong Kong and former deputy secretary-
general of the Hong Kong Federation of Students,
pleaded guilty to the charge, expressing remorse and
willingness to accept responsibility in his mitigation
letter and acknowledging the inevitability of a
substantial jail term. Henry Wong, who pleaded guilty
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to running in the primary, expressed hope to continue
community service post-sentence.

The court will continue to hear mitigation pleas, with
maximum penalties for subversion under the security
law reaching life imprisonment.

Winnie Yu, the former chairperson of the pro-
democracy medics' union Hospital Authority
Employees Alliance, stated that she did nothing wrong
by using her vote to seek change and expressed that
her only mistake was loving Hong Kong too much,
pleading not guilty. The judge criticized Yu's mitigation
letter for lacking remorse and being more of a political
statement.

Mitigation hearings for the next batch of defendants
are expected to begin on July 30. [Hong Kong Free
Press]

China: Defence firms, military vow to
tackle corruption

(jg) China's state-owned defense firms have pledged to
tackle corruption following the expulsion of former
defense ministers Li Shangfu and Wei Fenghe from the
Communist Party due to corruption investigations (see
Wei revealed severe breaches of loyalty and principles,
leading to significant damage to the party, national
defense, and the military's image.

Late last year, nine more generals and officials from
equipment development departments were also
dismissed under President Xi Jinping's anti-corruption
campaign, which aims to renew the focus on
maintaining integrity within China’s defense sector (see
AiR No. 1, January/2024, 1).

Several companies outlined their anti-corruption
efforts, including the China National Nuclear
Corporation which pledged to strengthen oversight,
standardize bidding and procurement, and investigate
improper employment practices. The China Aerospace
Science and Technology Corporation reported
disciplinary action against 36 employees and judicial
proceedings for seven, with commitments to improve
quality control and safety. China Aerospace Science
and Industry Corporation, a major missile
manufacturer, vowed to improve secrecy and address
procurement issues.

Other firms, including China North Industries Group
Corporation, China South Industries Group


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-q/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-q/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-a/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-f/

Corporation, Aviation Industry Corporation of China,
Aero Engine Corporation of China, and China
Electronics Technology Group Corporation, also
promised to implement measures against corruption.
[South China Morning Post 1]

China's military also vowed to realign itself and
strengthen its discipline following the downfall of
former defense ministers Li Shangfu and Wei Fenghe.
The military has outlined a plan to integrate efforts
into preparation for war, military construction, and
consolidating Communist Party leadership. This
includes "rectification of the mind, personnel
appointments, organisation, working style, and
discipline."

Xi emphasized the necessity of loyalty and the
elimination of corruption within the military. He called
for senior PLA cadres to acknowledge and rectify their
shortcomings. The crackdown is seen as crucial in
maintaining a clean, efficient, and loyal military amidst
global changes. [South China Morning Post 2]

China: Military education for youth
intensifies

(jg) China is implementing new policies to enhance
military education among younger generations to
foster patriotism and national defence awareness.
These initiatives include compulsory military
“awareness” classes for primary school pupils starting
from about age six and, for the first time, junior high
schools organizing military training for students aged
12-15 to master combat skills. These changes are part
of amendments to the National Defence Education
Law, which have been submitted for review to the
Standing Committee of the 14th National People's
Congress.

The aim of these policies is to strengthen national
defense education amidst rising geopolitical tensions,
particularly with the US, and to address declining
military recruitment due to demographic challenges
and social trends. China's military education now
includes more immersive training with combat
equipment, such as drones and rocket launchers, and
simulation of real battlefield environments.

Additionally, the government is incorporating national
defense education into school curriculums and
examination processes, with primary schools
conducting seven-day combat training sessions. As of
January 2024, 2,431 primary and secondary schools
have been selected for pilot programs to enhance
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military awareness and skills. These efforts are seen as
crucial for preparing future generations to respond to
potential threats and to support national security.

Experts emphasize that educating young people about
patriotism and national defense from an early age is
essential for mobilizing citizens in times of conflict.
However, some analysts, such as Timothy Heath from
the RAND Corporation, express skepticism about the
effectiveness of these initiatives in fundamentally
improving recruitment and addressing the challenges
faced by the People's Liberation Army (PLA) due to the
preferences of young people to avoid military
hardship. [South China Morning Post]

Japan: Court allows legal gender change
without surgery

(dqgl) OnJuly 10, the Hiroshima High Court approved a
legal gender change for a transgender woman without
requiring compulsory gender-affirming surgery.

Under current law, transgender people seeking to
change their gender on official documents must be
diagnosed with gender dysphoria and undergo surgery
to remove their sex organs. However, the court argued
in its decision that this requirement is possibly
unconstitutional, indicating a shift in Japan's approach
to gender issues.

The claimant, a resident of western Japan in her late
40s, was assigned male at birth. Her request for a legal
gender change had been rejected by lower courts. She
argued that the surgery requirement imposes a
significant economic and physical burden and violates
constitutional equal rights protections.

In a landmark decision in October, the Supreme Court
ruled that the sterilization requirement is
unconstitutional and directed the High Court to
reconsider whether the claimant could avoid surgery
(see AIR No. 44, October/2023, 5). The High Court
concluded that hormonal therapy had sufficiently
feminized her body, including her genitalia, without the
need for surgery. [Kyodo News]

The ruling has drawn mixed reactions from the gender
rights community. The Japan Alliance for LGBT
Legislation welcomed the Hiroshima High Court ruling
as progress, stating it could allow transgender females
to legally change their gender without surgery.
However, they noted it fell short by not including those
unable to take hormones. The group pledged to
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continue fighting discrimination against transgender
people.

The decision comes amid increased awareness of
LGBTQ issues in Japan. Allowing legal gender changes
without surgery could particularly benefit transgender
females, who often face greater controversy regarding
affirmation care. However, unlike the Supreme Court
ruling, the high court's decision applies only to the
petitioner. [NBC News] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Maritime defense chief to be
replaced amid scandals involving
mishandling of classified information

(rl) Japan's Ministry of Defense announced on July 12
the replacement of its maritime defense chief and
disciplinary actions against 218 Self-Defense Forces
members and senior bureaucrats due to various
misconducts, including mishandling classified
information, power abuse, and fraudulent practices.
Defense Minister Kihara Minoru aims to reform the
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) and will replace
Chief of Staff Adm. Sakai Ryo on July 19.

The Defense Ministry detailed that among the
disciplinary actions, 11 individuals were dismissed, two
demoted, 83 suspended, 14 faced pay cuts, and seven
were formally reprimanded. The remaining were either
admonished or warned. An investigation found 58
instances of inappropriate handling of confidential
information across the Ground, Maritime, and Air Self-
Defense Forces, with 38 incidents within the JMSDF
alone.

In addition to the mishandling of classified
information, misconduct included JMSDF personnel
making fraudulent claims for diving allowances and
consuming meals at base cafeterias without payment.
Three high-ranking ministry officials were also
implicated in power abuse cases, making intimidating
remarks to subordinates, which caused psychological
distress.

The growing number of scandals has led to public
distrust toward the Maritime Self-Defense Force and
the Defense Ministry. Minister Kihara emphasized the
need for reform and promised stricter oversight and
corrective measures to restore confidence and
integrity within the defense forces. He also announced
that Vadm. Akira Saito, currently the JMSDF fleet
commander, would succeed Adm. Sakai Ryo.
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Adm. Sakai acknowledged the public's disappointment
and apologized for the incidents. He urged the JMSDF
to not let these issues affect their mission and to take
new measures to prevent such misconduct in the
future.

Further compounding the challenges for Japan's
defense forces, recent reports indicated that JMSDF
destroyer JS Suzutsuki entered China's territorial
waters off Zhejiang province, which led to diplomatic
friction. The Japanese Defense Minister refrained from
commenting on operational details but affirmed the
importance of ongoing surveillance and monitoring
activities in the region. [AA] [Financial Times]

Japan: U.S. airman denies charges in
Okinawa rape case

(r) US airman Brennon R. E. Washington pleaded not
guilty to charges of kidnapping and sexually assaulting
a minor during his trial at Naha District Court on July
12.

The indictment alleges Washington lured the underage
girl into his car, took her to his home, and engaged in
nonconsensual acts. The incident has heightened
tensions between Okinawa and the US military, with
criticism directed at both the US and Japanese
authorities for not promptly informing the Okinawa
prefectural government (see AR No. 27, July/2024, 1,

for revisions to the Japan-US Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA).

Following the incident, the Japanese government has
promised enhanced information-sharing with local
governments after facing backlash from Okinawa for
not reporting alleged sexual assault cases involving US
military members stationed in the prefecture. Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi emphasized the
need for a "swift response" in sharing information
about such cases in Okinawa, which hosts most US
military facilities in Japan.

The government will notify municipalities of any crimes
allegedly committed by US military personnel "without
exception," Hayashi said. Information will be shared to
the extent possible while considering victims' privacy.
[Asahi Shimbun]
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Japan: Former Japanese soldier reaches
landmark settlement in sexual assault
case

(rl) A former Japanese soldier who was sexually
assaulted while serving in Japan’s military has reached
a civil settlement with three of her convicted attackers.
This case exposed the widespread culture of
harassment in Japan's Self-Defense Force (JSDF).

Rina Gonoi, the victim, announced that the settlement
includes apologies and financial compensation from
the perpetrators. Gonoi endured daily physical and
verbal sexual harassment from late 2020 to August
2021 from three military men. Her persistence led to
the reopening of investigations and eventual
convictions. Initially, the three men claimed that they
were forced to apologize but there had been no
assault. [TIME]

This case has prompted calls for reforms in the JSDF's
handling of sexual harassment, suggesting significant
gender inequality issues in Japan. Despite the initial
reluctance of authorities to believe her, Gonoi's
determination brought attention to systemic problems
within the military. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
acknowledged the mishandling of such cases,
indicating a potential shift toward better protection for
military personnel.

This landmark case is widely seen as a significant step
toward breaking the cycle of impunity for gender-
based violence in Japan. [CNN]

Japan: New policy for fully autonomous
lethal weapons adopted

(rl) The Japanese government has officially adopted a
policy opposing the development of fully autonomous
lethal weapons, asserting that such arms should never
be used globally. A paper submitted by the Foreign
Ministry to the United Nations emphasizes a "human-
centric" principle, arguing that human involvement is
necessary for accountability under international
humanitarian laws.

The policy defines lethal autonomous weapons
systems (LAWS) as those capable of targeting and
engaging without human intervention and asserts that
Japan does not intend to develop these systems due to
current concerns about compliance with international
humanitarian laws.
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Despite recognizing potential benefits such as reducing
human error and addressing manpower shortages in
the Japan Self-Defense Forces, the policy stresses that
humans must remain accountable for the deployment
of lethal force. This stance is part of Japan's broader
commitment to maintaining ethical standards in
military technology and ensuring international peace
and security.

Japan's stance comes amid growing global concerns
over autonomous weapons, highlighted by their use in
conflicts like the Russia-Ukraine war. The UN is
expected to release a report on LAWS this summer,
following global consultations. [AA] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government considers monitoring
private metadata to strengthen
cyberattack defenses

(rl) The Japanese government is considering
monitoring private metadata during peacetime to
bolster pre-emptive cyberattack defenses. This
initiative would involve surveillance of metadata, such
as message size and IP addresses, without directly
identifying individuals. The proposal aims to stay
within the legal scope, respecting privacy as per Japan's
Constitution, which forbids violating communication
secrecy.

The government plans to submit a bill during an
extraordinary parliament session in the fall, focusing
on "active cyber defense" and enabling preventative
measures against cyber threats. The National Center of
Incident Readiness and Strategy for Cybersecurity will
manage this initiative.

By focusing on metadata, Japan aims to balance
privacy concerns with the necessity of protecting
national security. This approach is part of broader
efforts to strengthen international cybersecurity
protocols and cooperation, ensuring that technological
advancements do not compromise individual privacy
or international stability.

The initiative reflects a proactive stance in addressing
modern security challenges through technological and
legislative means. [Japan Today] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Cut of greenhouse gas emissions by
60-66 percent by fiscal year 2035 targeted
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(rl) Japan is considering setting a target to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by 60-66 percent by fiscal
year 2035, building on its current goal of a 46 percent
reduction by fiscal 2030 compared to 2013 levels.

The new target aligns with the U.N. climate panel's call
for a 60 percent reduction from 2019 levels to meet
the Paris Agreement goals. Environmental groups are
urging Japan to aim for even deeper cuts, emphasizing
the higher responsibility of industrialized nations. The
government's latest report shows a 22.9 percent
decrease in emissions by fiscal 2022, reflecting a
steady trend toward net-zero by 2050.

Japan is the world's fifth-largest carbon dioxide emitter
and likely on track to achieve around a 60 percent cut
by 2035. The government believes that a target below
60 percent would not secure support domestically or
internationally.

Environmental groups argue that Japan should lead by
example, aiming for even deeper cuts given its
historical responsibility for emissions. Japan's
greenhouse gas emissions reached a record low in
fiscal 2022, with a 22.9 percent decrease from 2013
levels, indicating progress towards the net-zero goal by
2050. This new target is part of global efforts to limit
temperature rises to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
[Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Coal worth USD 1.25 billion
traded in first half of 2024

(dqgl) In the first half of 2024, state-owned coal exporter
“Erdenes Tavantolgoi” JSC conducted 25 online
auctions for coal trading on the Mongolian Stock
Exchange.

The weekly auctions traded a total of 10.8 million tons
of coal, including 2.9 million tons of coking coal, 6.5
million tons of semi-soft coking coal, and 1.4 million
tons of thermal coal, generating USD 1.25 billion in
revenue.

Mongolia seeks to boost cross-border trading and
increase foreign currency inflow. To this purpose the
Mongolian Mineral Exchange was established in
February 2023. Since then, “Erdenes Tavantolgoi” JSC
has conducted 92 exchanges, trading 20.5 million tons
of coal worth USD 2.5 billion. [Montsame]
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North Korea: High ranking North Korean
diplomat defected to South Korea

(ac) South Korea's National Intelligence Service
confirmed that senior North Korean diplomat,
Counselor Ri ll-gyu, defected to South Korea in early
November 2023, along with his wife and children. Ri, a
key expert on North Korea-Cuba relations, had served
at the North Korean Embassy in Cuba since April 2019.
His defection marks one of the highest-ranking North
Korean diplomats to seek asylum in South Korea.

In an interview with The Chosun Daily, Ri expressed
disillusionment with the regime and cited unfair
evaluations of his work as reasons for his defection. He
also revealed that many North Koreans yearn for
reunification with South Korea and distrust Kim Jong-
Un's leadership. [The Guardian] [The Chosun Daily]

North Korea: 30 teens executed for
watching South Korean TV shows

(ac) South Korean media outlet TV Chosun has reported
that North Korea publicly executed 30 middle school
students for watching South Korean TV dramas stored
on USB drives. These USBs were believed to have been
sent by North Korean defector groups via balloons.

The South Korean Ministry of Unification explained
that North Korea's Reactionary Ideology and Culture
Rejection Act harshly suppresses the free flow of
information, mandating the death penalty and up to 15
years of imprisonment for distributing South Korean
media. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Parliamentary
subcommittee passes a “yellow envelope
bill” supporting labor

(jf) On July 16, the parliamentary labor subcommittee
passed a bill, spearheaded by the opposition, aimed at
limiting companies' ability to sue for damages resulting
from legitimate labor union disputes. This bill,
previously vetoed by President Yoon Suk Yeol after
passing through the National Assembly last year, has
faced consistent resistance from business groups and
the ruling People Power Party (PPP).

The bill proposes changes to the Trade Union and
Labor Relations Adjustment Act to restrict
management from filing damage suits against striking
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workers. It has now been sent to the committee's
plenary session.

This legislative effort was inspired by a notable incident
from May 2009 when SsangYong Motor Co. workers
went on strike against layoffs. In 2014, the Supreme
Court ruled the strike illegal and ordered the workers
to compensate the company and the state for KRW 4.7
billion (about USD3.6 million).

Civic activists supported the workers by sending yellow
envelopes filled with donations, leading to the bill's
informal title, the "yellow envelope bill." [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea: Former Democratic Party
chairman announces rerun of
chairmanship

(ac) On July 10, former chairman of the opposition
Democratic Party (DP), Lee Jae-Myung, announced his
bid for a second term as chairman.

Lee, a National Assembly member since August 2022,
pledged to improve livelihoods through investments in
science and technology, renewable energy
development, Al advancements, and adjustments to
long working hours.

Critics noted that Lee's announcement comes shortly
before the DP's August 18 national convention to elect
new leaders. The newly elected leader will serve until
August 2026 and could potentially be nominated for
the next presidential election, making Lee's bid for
chairmanship a potential stepping stone for the March
2027 presidential elections.

Other contenders, including Kim Ji-soo, president and
founder of the Korean Peninsula Economic Forum, and
Kim Du-Kwan, former DP lawmaker, have also
announced their candidacy for the chairmanship.

However, Lee's candidacy received criticism from the
ruling People’s Power Party (PPP), which described his
move as "shameless" due to the series of criminal
charges he faces, including allegations of illegal funds
transfer to North Korea and corruption charges related
to private developers during his tenure in Daejang-
dong. [The Korea Tiimes]
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South Korea: Workers of Samsung
Electronics announce indefinite work-out

(ac) OnJuly 10, the National Samsung Electronics
Union announced an indefinite extension of their
strike to protest management practices. This
announcement followed a three-day strike that ended
without any response from Samsung Electronics.

The labor union, demanding a pay rise and bonuses
for employees, initiated its first-ever strike on July 8.
The second indefinite strike is set to begin on July 15,
with the union asserting that the walkout will impact
production rates and pressure management to comply
with their demands.

Over 6,000 members are expected to participate,
including more than 5,000 from the critical
semiconductor division. Meanwhile, Samsung has
assured that production lines are operating normally.
[The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Two opposition leaders’
offices raided over employment
corruptions charges

(ac) On July 12, the Seoul Central District Prosecutors
Office launched investigations into the offices of
former presidential chief of staff Noh Young-Min,
former Land Minister Kim Hyun-Mi, and the Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and Transport to gather evidence
related to corruption charges.

They are suspected of exerting influence through
ministry officials to facilitate the appointments of two
individuals, including Lee Jung-geun, a former deputy
secretary-general of the Democratic Party, to advisory
positions at CJ KIFT Co., a logistics affiliate of CJ Group,
in 2020.

Both are close associates of former President Moon
Jae-In. [Yonhap News]

South Korea: Productions of KF-21 fighter
jet and anti-drone laser begin

(ac) The South Korean Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) has announced the
commencement of domestic production of the KF-21
fighter jet and anti-aircraft laser weapons. This
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initiative aims to advance South Korea's weapons
systems for future warfare.

Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) will manufacture the
fighter jets, and Hanwha Aerospace will develop the
anti-drone laser system. Both manufacturers secured
contracts with DAPA in June 2024, with the jet fighter
contract valued at USD 1.41 billion and the anti-drone
laser contract worth USD 72 million. Under these
agreements, KAl will produce 20 units of the KF-21
fighter jets by 2027 to replace the aging jets currently
in service.

DAPA highlighted that South Korea is set to become
the first country to deploy laser weapons capable of
striking down drones. Officially named the "Star Wars
Project," these laser weapons are designed to destroy
drone engines and other electronic components with
beams of light in 10 to 20 seconds. The laser systems
are not only effective but also cost-efficient, with each
shot costing only USD 1.45.

The domestic production of KF-21 fighter jets and anti-
drone lasers is expected to significantly bolster South
Korea's defense capabilities and technological
advancements against North Korean drones and
missile threats. [Yonhap News Agency] [Reuters]
[Yonhap News Agency] [Defence Blog]

Taiwan: Parliament passes new marine
conservation law

(jp) The Legislative Yuan, Taiwan's parliament, passed a
new marine conservation law on July 12 to enhance the
protection of Taiwan's marine ecosystems through
designated protected areas. The Ocean Affairs Council
(OAC) is authorized to establish an advisory committee
comprising academics, conservationists, fishers, and
Indigenous Taiwanese, with the latter two groups
constituting at least one-third of the members. This
committee will plan and review the designation of
marine conservation areas, which will feature core and
buffer zones with specific regulations.

A conservation area requires a two-thirds majority vote
from the committee for establishment, with a majority
present for voting. Core zones will be closed to civilian
maritime traffic, with fines between TWD 50,000 and
TWD 500,000 for violations, although initial warnings
will prevent fines for first-time accidental entries.
Military, search and rescue, and scientific research
vessels are exempt from these restrictions.
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Buffer zones will allow certain activities, such as
aquaculture and construction, with government
approval, but unauthorized actions will incur fines
from TWD 30,000 (USD 920) to TWD 300,000 (USD
9.200). Indigenous cultural and ritual activities will not
face these restrictions.

The OAC will formulate overall policy guidelines for
managing these areas in consultation with relevant
agencies and submit them to the Executive Yuan for
approval. OAC Minister Kuan Bi-ling emphasized that
the new regulations would balance the interests of
fishers, Indigenous groups, and other stakeholders.
[Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Amendments to Child and Youth
Sexual Exploitation Prevention Act passed
by legislature

(jp) Taiwan's parliament approved amendments to the
Child and Youth Sexual Exploitation Prevention Act on
July 12, imposing stricter penalties for those involved in
the sexual exploitation of minors. The new law
introduces a jail term of one to seven years for
individuals who pay to watch sexually explicit images
of children or youth and may concurrently be fined up
to TWD 1 million (USD 30,712). Previously, offenders
faced a maximum one-year jail term or fines between
TWD 30,000 and TWD 300,000. The amendments
ensure that offenders cannot avoid imprisonment by
simply paying fines.

The revised act also penalizes possession of child
sexual images without legitimate reasons, with up to
three years in jail and fines between TWD 60,000 and
TWD 600,000. Additionally, those who download or
replicate such images face up to seven years in jail with
fines between TWD 100,000 and TWD 1 million.

The new law mandates the Ministry of Health and
Welfare (MOHW) to use technological assistance to
investigate online violations and requires digital
businesses to cooperate. The MOHW will establish a
task force or partner with private organizations to
remove or restrict access to child sexual images online.

Police are also tasked with setting up a digital image
data center to expedite crime resolution. Schools are
now required to offer courses educating students on
avoiding sexual exploitation and provide training to
staff on child protection. Judicial and police personnel
are also to enhance their knowledge on protecting
minors from sexual exploitation. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei
Times]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-ij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-it/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-it/

Taiwan: Parliament passes labor law
amendment allowing continued
employment beyond retirement

(jp) Taiwan's Legislative Yuan passed an amendment to
the Labor Standards Act on July 15, allowing employers
to waive the statutory retirement age of 65 for
employees who wish to continue working. The
amendment to Article 54 permits workers aged 65 and
above to continue their employment after consultation
with their employers. Previously, the law mandated
retirement at age 65 unless the worker was unable to
perform their duties due to a disability.

The Ministry of Labor (MOL) stated that this
amendment aims to encourage healthy older workers
to remain in the workforce and protect their right to
work beyond the statutory retirement age. The existing
Middle-aged and Elderly Employment Promotion Act
already prohibits employers from imposing differential
treatment based on age in terms of wages and
benefits.

Under the new amendment, employers cannot impose
"disadvantageous working conditions," such as lower
wages, on employees who choose to work beyond 65.
Violations of this provision can result in fines ranging
from TWD 300,000 (USD 9,212) to TWD 1.5 million
(46,052 USD), with the offender's name being
published, the MOL stated. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei
Times]

Taiwan: Amendments to Public Officials
Election and Recall Act passes second
reading

(jp) Opposition lawmakers from the Chinese
Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, KMT) and Taiwan
People's Party (TPP), used their majority to pass the
second reading of amendments to the Public Officials
Election and Recall Act, requiring photocopies of ID
cards for recall election petitions. The amendments,
proposed by KMT caucus whip Fu Kun-chi and KMT
Legislator Hsu Yu-chen, stipulate that signatories of
recall election petitions must submit copies of both
sides of their ID cards, showing the issue date (see AiR
No. 28, July/2024, 2).

Additionally, Hsu's draft imposes imprisonment of up
to five years or fines up to TWD 1 million (USD 30,712)
for forged signatures and invalidates signatures lacking
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an ID card copy. Fu argued that recent recall proposals
have seen many falsified petition signatures, which the
household registration system cannot identify if the
signatories are alive. [Taipei Times]

Ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) legislative
caucus secretary-general Rosalia Wu stated that the bill
requires cross-caucus negotiations despite the second
reading's completion. DPP lawmakers criticized Fu and
Hsu's amendments as a restriction of civil rights, aimed
at saving KMT Keelung Mayor George Hsieh from a
recall petition (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

Members of the Economic Democracy Union and other
civic groups held a news conference outside the
Legislative Yuan, accusing opposition lawmakers of
forcing through the second reading. They criticized TPP
caucus whip Huang Kuo-chang for reversing his
previous stance against requiring ID copies for recall
petitions and called for protests to revive the "Bluebird
Movement" outside the legislature. [Taipei Times]

The “Bluebird Movement” refers to a series of protests
held in May in response to a set of bills to reform
legislative power, perceived by the protesters hastily
passed by the Legislative Yuan with the votes of KMT
and TPP against the opposition of the DPP. The reform
grants the parliament more oversight and investigative
powers vis-a-vis the government and has drawn
criticism arguing that the legislation is unconstitutional,
infringes on civil liberties, and targets the new
administration under President Lai Ching-te.

Taiwan: Legislative passes anti-fraud act

(jp) Taiwan's Legislative Yuan passed an anti-fraud act
onJuly 12, increasing penalties for high-value crimes.
The new fraud crime prevention act imposes a
maximum 10-year prison sentence for fraud resulting
in illegal gains of TWD 5 million (USD 153,817) and up
to 12 years in prison and TWD 300 million (USD 9.2
million) in fines for gains of TWD 100 million (USD 3
million). The new act strengthens fraud prevention,
combats fraud rings, and protects victims across
financial, telecommunications, and digital economy
sectors, according to the Legislative Yuan.

According to the new act, financial institutions must
report suspicious activities and transactions to law
enforcement and return any remaining funds in
suspended accounts. They are exempt from
confidentiality obligations when executing these
measures. Telecom companies must verify that
international roaming users are in Taiwan before
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providing services. If users are not present or display
unusual behavior, the service should be limited or
discontinued. Companies failing to comply may be
fined between TWD 200,000 and TWD 5 million, with
serious infractions leading to fines up to TWD 20
million and limitations on user number allocations. In
addition, digital economy fraud measures prohibit
fraudulent ads, requiring platforms to remove them
and report to law enforcement. Violations incur fines
from TWD 2.5 million to TWD 100 million. [Focus
Taiwan]

The act also offers reduced or voided sentences for
offenders who voluntarily surrender and return
fraudulent gains, particularly if their cooperation leads
to the arrest of key perpetrators. Additionally, the
Legislative Yuan passed a resolution urging the Cabinet
to hold central fraud crime prevention meetings at
least once every four months, chaired by the premier
or vice premier. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Legislative Yuan approves task
force to investigate egg import scheme

(jp) The Legislative Yuan's Economics Committee has
approved the formation of a task force to investigate
the government's handling of an egg import scheme
from 2022-2023. This decision was made on July 11
after a unanimous vote by opposition lawmakers from
the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) and Taiwan
People's Party (TPP), following a walkout by Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) legislators in protest.

The task force will be led by TPP lawmaker Chang Chi-
kai and will operate until December 31. A minimum of
one-third of its members must attend meetings, and
resolutions require approval from more than half of
the attendees. The task force will focus on the Ministry
of Agriculture and other relevant agencies, with the
authority to summon public officials for hearings.

DPP lawmakers criticized the task force's formation,
arguing it is unconstitutional and violates the recently
amended Law Governing the Legislative Yuan's Power.
According to DPP Legislator Chen Ting-fei, Article 46-2
of the amended bill prohibits the Legislature from
exercising its powers during an ongoing investigation
or trial before a judgment is finalized. Both
prosecutors and the Control Yuan are currently
investigating the egg scheme, making the task force's
establishment a legal violation, according to Chen.
[Focus Taiwan]
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Despite the objections, Chang defended the task
force's creation, citing public concerns over potential
government-corporate collusion in the egg import
scheme and the need for transparency. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Legislators debate nuclear plant
extension amid opposition

(jp) On July 10, Taiwan's Education and Culture
Committee discussed amendments to the Nuclear
Reactor Facilities Regulation Act, proposed by
opposition Kuomintang (KMT) lawmakers, to extend
the service life of nuclear power plants without the
mandated license renewal process. The meeting was
adjourned without advancing the measures to the
legislative floor, stating more discussion was needed.

Current regulations require nuclear plant licenses to
be renewed five to 15 years before expiration. The No.
1 reactor of the Third Nuclear Power Plant in Pingtung
County is set to shut down on July 27, and the No. 2
reactor's license expires in May 2025. Neither filed for
extensions due to the DPP's "nuclear-free homeland"
policy aiming to phase out nuclear power by 2025.

The nuclear power debate has intensified over
concerns about power shortages and the need for
clean energy, with fossil fuels still dominating Taiwan's
electricity supply. [Focus Taiwan]

KMT lawmakers argued that the amendments offer a
solution to maintain nuclear power as a carbon-free
energy source, essential for Taiwan's tech industry. The
opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) expressed
support for the amendments, maintaining that phasing
out nuclear power is unrealistic and raising concerns
about managing a reduced power supply if plants are
decommissioned. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

In contrast, ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
Legislator Lin I-chin strongly opposed the
amendments, emphasizing the need for public
awareness about the complexities of nuclear plant
operations and waste disposal. [Taiwan News]

Environmental groups also protested the proposed
amendments outside the legislature. The National
Nuclear Abolition Action Platform (NNAAP) argued that
the amendments overlook safety concerns of aging
nuclear plants and called for transparency in the costs
of extending service, as well as public consultations.
[Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Former Vice Premier Cheng Wen-
tsan detained amid corruption allegations

(jp) On July 11, the Taoyuan District Court ordered the
detention of Cheng Wen-tsan, former Vice Premier of
Taiwan and former mayor of Taoyuan, over allegations
of corruption during his tenure as mayor from
December 2014 to December 2022. Cheng will be held
incommunicado as the investigation unfolds.

Initially released on TWD 5 million (USD 154,057) bail
on July 6, Cheng's bail was revoked, and a new bail
hearing was ordered by the High Court. On July 9, the
Taoyuan District Court again granted bail, increasing
the amount to TWD 12 million, which the Taiwan High
Court overturned the decision on July 10. Prosecutors
argued that Cheng might use his political and business
connections to influence the ongoing investigation.

The district court sided with the prosecution, noting
that messages Cheng exchanged with his secretary
prior to questioning suggested he had prior knowledge
of the investigation. This raised concerns that Cheng
could interfere with witness statements and the
investigative process.

To prevent tampering with evidence and defense
strategy coordination, the court emphasized that
several individuals involved in the case have yet to
provide statements. Detaining Cheng would mitigate
the risk of collusion and protect the investigation's
integrity. The court also highlighted the severity of the
alleged felony, which carries a minimum seven-year
sentence, underscoring concerns about Cheng's flight
risk. [Focus Taiwan]

Following the ruling, the Democratic Progressive
Party's Anti-Corruption Committee announced that
Cheng's party membership would be suspended for
three years beginning. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

The Taiwan High Court on July 12 rejected former Vice
Premier Cheng Wen-tsan's appeal against the ruling by
the Taoyuan District Court ordering the detention over
corruption allegations involving a land zoning deal
during his tenure as mayor of Taoyuan (see AiR No. 28,
July/2024, 2).

Cheng, who denies accepting bribes in violation of the
Anti-Corruption Act, will be held incommunicado for
two months. Cheng's appeal against detention was
found unreasonable, with the High Court noting that
the decision is final and cannot be appealed again.

The High Court cited clear evidence supporting serious
suspicions of Cheng's guilt. It noted the high risk of him
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fleeing or colluding with witnesses due to his
involvement in a major corruption case. The court
highlighted that Cheng sent defense-related messages
to his secretary before being interrogated, indicating a
risk of collusion. Cheng's extensive political and
business connections and relationships with civil
servants involved in the case make it difficult to
prevent collusion through less restrictive measures
such as bail or supervision, the court ruled. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Minister of Foreign Affairs plans
new fund to boost investments in allied
countries

(jp) Taiwan's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lin Chia-lung,
announced plans for a new investment fund aimed at
allied countries. This initiative comes as Taiwan
remains vigilant against China's attempts to sway its
diplomatic allies, particularly following the loss of
Nauru to China earlier this year (see AiR No. 3,
January/2024, 3).

Lin confirmed that a presidential visit to Taiwan's allies
is being arranged, including a stopover in the US, in
line with previous practices. The ministry would
discuss with the US to ensure these visits do not
provoke unnecessary reactions ahead of the US
presidential election in November.

Additionally, Lin proposed a new economic and trade
diplomacy framework that focuses on enhancing the
prosperity of allied countries by sharing Taiwan’s
industrial expertise. This would involve collaborations
in talent, capital, and technology to foster long-term
economic growth in these nations. The contribution to
the new fund for "prosperous allies" will come from
both private entities and the government.

The Executive Yuan's economic diplomacy task force is
planning meetings to enhance Taiwan's international
presence through innovation in five key sectors:
semiconductors, Al, military, security, and next-gen
communications. Taiwan aims to support allies by
building infrastructure and offering solutions in smart
medicine, tourism, water resources, and information
systems. Lin added that this strategy aligns with the US
government's recent economic diplomacy initiatives
and its “digital solidarity” strategy announced in May.
[Taipei Times]

Lin emphasized that Taiwan's foreign cooperation
strategy would evolve from bilateral to regional and
multilateral collaborations, creating a "grid-like
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strategic structure." He also mentioned plans for
Taiwan to be included in the US defense supply chain
as part of its friend-shoring policy. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court begins
hearings on injunction against
government oversight laws

(jp) On July 10, the Constitutional Court began
preliminary hearings on the injunction to halt the
enforcement of the amendments to the Law Governing
the Legislative Yuan's Power and the Criminal Code
passed by the Legislative Yuan on May 28. The
amendments, effective from June 26, grant the
Legislative Yuan new investigative powers, including
the ability to fine or imprison public officials for non-
compliance during hearings or providing false
information (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1).
Subsequently, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
legislative caucus, the Executive Yuan, President
William Lai, and the Control Yuan filed for a ruling on
their constitutionality (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

DPP attorney Chen Peng-kwang argued that the
amendments would impede the independent
functioning of the Judicial Yuan, Control Yuan, and
Executive Yuan. Chen emphasized that denying the
injunction could cause substantial and wide-ranging
damage to government agencies and the public.

Lee Chuan-he, representing the Executive Yuan, stated
that the amendments imposed further restrictions on
government office candidates and could allow the
legislature to delay appointments, making an
injunction necessary. Lee Yuan-te, the Control Yuan's
legal representative, mentioned that the Control Yuan
had no option but to seek intervention from the
Constitutional Court, as the president’s ability to
mediate between government branches is confined to
“political disputes.” [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Man indicted for stealing TWD
1.944 billion in trade secrets from former
employer

(jp) A man has been indicted by the Taoyuan District
Prosecutors Office for allegedly stealing TWD 1.944
billion (USD 60 million) in trade secrets from his former
employer, HCM Co. The man, surnamed Tsou, is
accused of violating the Trade Secrets Act by copying
and taking possession of 5,681 confidential business
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files related to HCM's materials, processes, design, and
equipment development.

HCM is a Taiwan-based company specializing in lithium
manganese iron phosphate (LMFP) production, a
critical material for electric vehicles. Tsou, 60, resigned
in early December but agreed to stay until the end of
the month, allegedly accessed and copied the
confidential files onto flash drives and hard drives
between December 8 and December 26. The company
discovered the theft after Tsou left and reported it to
prosecutors. On April 29, prosecutors, along with the
Taoyuan branch of the Ministry of Justice's
Investigation Bureau, raided Tsou's residence and
seized the stolen files. Tsou was subsequently
questioned and held in custody. [Focus Taiwan]

Prosecutors are investigating whether Tsou leaked the
information, especially since he traveled to China with
the head of a Chinese company. They stated that
Tsou's actions have caused substantial losses to HCM
and recommended a heavy sentence, citing the
damage to Taiwan's high-tech industry's development
and competitiveness. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense minister addresses
military supply storage, Chinese-made
dashcams, and new service rifle
development

(jp) During a Foreign Affairs and National Defense
Committee meeting on July 10, Minister of National
Defense Wellington Koo stated that some military
ammunition and supply stockpiles must remain in
inhabited areas for effective defense. Responding to
reports about storing shells in temples during wartime,
Koo explained that the armed forces anticipate a
defensive campaign in conditions that preclude a strict
separation of front lines and rear areas, assuring
compliance with international and domestic laws.

An internal probe into blacklisted Chinese-made
dashcams in military vehicles has been initiated.
Lieutenant General Lu Chien-chung reported that
about 800 such devices have been removed, with
investigations into built-in vehicle cameras ongoing.
The defense ministry stated that the equipment came
from a purchase made before the supplier was
blacklisted on April 8, 2021, and the contract is now
under review.

Koo revealed plans to develop a new service rifle
chambered in 6.8mm, mirroring trends in the Chinese


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-ky/

and US armies. A prototype is expected by the end of
the year for army evaluation. Additionally, optical
sights are being phased in as standard equipment for
combat troops, replacing iron sights. [Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Anti-quota protests intensify
after ‘disparaging’ comments from Prime
Minister Hasina

(sg/lm) The ongoing student-led protests against a
recruitment system they claim favors the children of
independence war heroes and certain groups for high-
paying government jobs intensified over the weekend
after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made a
controversial comment during a press conference.

Currently, a third of government-jobs in Bangladesh
are reserved for the children of those who fought in
the 1971 independence war, the so-called freedom
fighters. Some are also reserved for women, ethnic
minorities, and the disabled. For the past two weeks,
students have been taking to the streets to protest
against this system that they argue is discriminatory
and to call for merit-based recruitment. [bbc] [The New
York Times]

The protests emerged after Bangladesh’s High Court
on June 5 declared illegal the government decision that
in 2018 cancelled the 30 percent quota system for the
freedom fighters' children, considering it a legal and
vested right due to the historical sufferings and
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contributions of freedom fighters and their families.
The court emphasized that the quota is essential for
addressing the socio-economic and political
backwardness of freedom fighters and their
descendants. [The Daily Star 1]

The High Court's order restoring the quota for the
children of freedom fighters was upheld by the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court earlier this
month, pending the release of the full text of the High
Court's verdict. However, the student-led protests are
expected to continue until the quota system is
permanently removed. [The Daily Star 2]

In fact, on July 14, hundreds of students took to the
streets to protest what they said was a "disparaging
comment" by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina earlier in
the evening. Hasina, who had previously asserted that
students are “wasting their time”, had questioned why
there was resentment against the so-called freedom
fighters, implying that if their grandchildren don't
receive quotas, the grandchildren of Razakars
(collaborators with Pakistani forces during the 1971
Liberation War) shouldn't either. By early morning,
most of the demonstrations had wound down, but the
unrest highlighted significant discontent among the
student population regarding the quota system and
the prime minister's remarks. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

At the press conference, Hasina had also said that the
executive branch cannot act on the quota reform
demands for government jobs until the court issues a
verdict, adding that the protesters do not understand
how government branches operate or the constitution.
Of note, the the prime minister highlighted that after
suspending all quotas in 2018 amid student protests,
recent exam results showed insufficient
representation, such as no police cadre recruits from
23 districts and low numbers of women candidates in
Foreign Service and police cadre roles. [Dhaka Tribune
2]

Quota protests lack justification, foreign minister says

Speaking under impression of the ongoing student
protests, Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Hasan
Mahmud stated that the demonstrations over the
quota system lack justification, as the issue is currently
"sub judice". He emphasized that the government has
been sympathetic towards students, which led to the
abolition of the quota system. However, this has
caused problems such as reduced opportunities for
cadres from various districts and decreased
participation of female candidates.
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Mahmud also accused the main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party of trying to exploit the
quota movement to destabilize the country, as they
have done with other issues. He noted that the
Supreme Court has upheld the government's decision
to cancel the quota system, and the continuation of
protests suggests political motives. [The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: High Court questions legality
of 40 percent quota for children of
Railways employees

(Im) The High Court of Bangladesh has questioned the
legality of a provision that reserves a 40 percent quota
for the children of Bangladesh Railways (BR)
employees in BR jobs. The court issued a rule asking
the government to explain why sections 3(1) and 3(2)
of the Bangladesh Railway Non-Cadre Recruitment
Rules, 2020, which include this quota provision, should
not be declared unconstitutional.

The secretaries of the ministries of Bangladesh Railway
and law, justice, and parliamentary affairs have been
made respondents to the rule, which must be
answered within four weeks.

This comes in response to a writ petition filed as a
public interest litigation on May 26. The petitioner
argued that the 40 percent quota was established for
the benefit of BR employees' children, contradicting a
2018 circular by the ministry of public administration
regarding the cancellation of quotas, as well as articles
27,29, and 31 of the constitution. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court expresses concern
over leaked question paper for
government jobs

(Im) Bangladesh’s High Court recently expressed
serious concerns about the leakage of question
papers, stating that it has enabled frauds and criminals
to secure government jobs, including positions in the
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS). This issue deprives
deserving candidates of their rightful opportunities.

The remarks were made during a hearing on a writ
petition filed by Murad Bhuiyan, executive director of
Sarda Society, a human rights organization. The
petition called for a judicial probe into the leaks and
suggested life imprisonment as the maximum
punishment for those involved. It also recommended
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forming a judicial committee to identify those who
became BCS cadres between the 24th and 45th exams
through leaked questions, specifically mentioning Syed
Abed Ali, a former driver of a Public Service
Commission chairman, who was arrested for his
involvement. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Suspended communist party
leader resigns from party

(Im) Veteran leftist politician Manzurul Ahsan Khan has
resigned from the Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) after being suspended from party membership
for six months. Despite submitting his resignation
letter on July 3, the CPB central committee did not
accept it, citing his expulsion from the party on July 13.
Manzurul, who faced suspension from the party seven
times, claimed disciplinary actions against him were
taken without investigation.

Ruhin Hossain Prince, the CPB general secretary,
explained that Manzurul was removed from his advisor
position and suspended for six months on February 26
for violating the party code of conduct. He was advised
to refrain from party activities, with a warning of
permanent expulsion if he did not comply. As
Manzurul continued to go against the party directives,
the central committee decided to expel him
permanently on July 12-13. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court extends
status quo on eviction at Miranzilla
Harijan Colony

(sg) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh's Supreme
Court has extended its order to maintain the status
quo on the eviction proceedings at the Miranzilla
Harijan Colony, a residential area primarily inhabited
by the Harijan community, until further notice. This
decision follows a petition from the Dhaka South City
Corporation (DSCC) seeking to stay a High Court order
from June 13, which had imposed a one-month status
quo on evictions and required DSCC to arrange
alternative accommodation for the affected residents,
who are traditionally involved in sanitation work and
often face social and economic challenges. The
Supreme Court has also directed the High Court to
resolve the related writ petition within two months.
Consequently, no evictions can take place at the colony
at this time. [The Daily Star 1] [The Financial Express]
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In related updates, Harijans in Chattogram protested
on July 13 against a recent attack on their community
at the Miranzilla Harijan Colony. They threatened to
halt waste cleaning indefinitely if the government fails
to ensure severe punishment for the attackers and
guarantee their security nationwide. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: High Court orders
government to stop cutting of hills,
hillocks in Sylhet

(Im) Bangladesh’s High Court has directed the
government to take immediate steps to halt the cutting
of hills and hillocks in Sylhet to protect the natural
ecosystem, as well as the lives, properties, and
livelihoods of the district's residents. In response to a
writ petition, the court ordered legal action against
those responsible for such activities. Additionally, the
High Court instructed local officials, including the
deputy commissioner and superintendent of police of
Sylhet, to continuously monitor these areas to prevent
further damage. They are required to submit
compliance reports to the court every six months. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court asks police chief
to submit report on missing

(Im) Bangladesh’s High Court has directed the
inspector general of police (IGP) to submit a report
regarding Atiqur Rahman, a leader with the student
wing of Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD). This order came after
Atiqur's father filed a writ petition seeking government
intervention to locate his son. Atiqur, who is the

former joint secretary of the central unit of JCD and
vice president of Dhaka College Chhatra Dal, went
missing on July 1.

The High Court has issued a rule requiring the
respondents, including the home secretary and IGP, to
explain within four weeks why they should not be
ordered to produce Atiqur before the court to ensure
he is not illegally detained. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Two sub-district officials sent
to jail over torturing woman
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(Im) A Bangladeshi court has jailed two members of a
union parishad, the country’'s smallest government
unit, for allegedly torturing a 25-year-old woman
during an arbitration over a theft charge. The arrests
followed a viral video showing the woman being
beaten. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: BNPS, UN Women train local
government officials on gender-
responsive planning, budgeting

(sg) Bangladesh Nari Pragati Sangha (BNPS), a non-
governmental organization dedicated to promoting
gender equality and women's empowerment, with the
support of UN Women, conducted a two-day training
session on Gender-Responsive Planning and Budgeting
(GRPB) for 23 master trainers from the National
Institute of Local Government (NILG). Held from July
12-13, the training aimed to enhance the capacity of
local government officials to integrate gender equality
measures into planning and budgeting processes. The
training is expected to help institutionalize the GRPB
guidelines into NILG's curricula, thus enabling local
government officials to mainstream gender equality
and women's empowerment in their development
plans and budgets. This initiative is part of BNPS's
Women's Empowerment for Inclusive Growth (WING)
project, which promotes gender equality through
gender-responsive public services. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Indigenous people demand
reinstatement of five percent indigenous
quota

(Im) An organization that advocates for the rights and
interests of indigenous people in Bangladesh, the
Adivasi Quota Sangrakkhan Parishad, has demanded the
reinstatement of the five percent quota for indigenous
people in first and second-class government jobs.
Since the quota's cancellation in 2018, indigenous
representation in these jobs has significantly
decreased.

Speaking against the larger backdrop of ongoing
student protests against quota systems, the rights
group’s convener criticized the movement, stating it
fosters inequality. He also emphasized that indigenous
people face significant adversity from birth and that
restoring the quota is essential for their inclusion in
government jobs. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Parliamentary body forms
sub-committee to investigate alleged
corruption in tender process

(Im) In Bangladesh, a parliamentary committee has
formed a three-member sub-committee to investigate
alleged corruption in the tender process for
purchasing vaccines for the fisheries and livestock
department. The sub-committee is tasked with
investigating claims that proper procedures were not
followed during the tender process and is expected to
submit its report within 15 working days. The
committee also recommended suspending the
Department of Livestock's ongoing recruitment
process until a court decision regarding the quota
system in government jobs is reached. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Prime Minister Hasina shares
anecdote about former aide amassing
USD 34 million through corruption

(Im) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
recently shared an anecdote about Jahangir Alam, a
former office aide at her residence, who amassed BDT
4 billion (approximately USD 34 million) through
corrupt means. Although not named directly by the
prime minister, sources identified Jahangir Alam as the
individual in question.

Jahangir, who previously served as a personal aide to
the prime minister and the Awami League president,
continued to misuse his former position even after
being dismissed in January 2019. Despite his dismissal,
he remained influential in local politics, using his
connections to get his brother and followers elected to
various positions. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: New rules in the making to
give more autonomy to central bank

(sg) The Bangladesh government plans to amend the
Bangladesh Bank Order, 1972, to grant the central
bank more autonomy and align its operations with
global best practices. This move comes amid criticism
of the Bangladesh Bank (BB) for failing to restore
macroeconomic stability and control inflation. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has also
recommended changes to enhance BB's autonomy,
accountability, and governance.
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A draft amendment has been prepared and submitted
to the government for approval. The proposed
changes aim to make price stability the primary
objective of BB's monetary policy and enhance its
independence in issuing directives to banks and
financial institutions.

The amendments will allow the BB governor's post to
be more autonomous, possibly with a six-year tenure,
and may establish the position as a constitutional one.
The IMF has stressed the urgency of these changes to
enable the BB to effectively manage economic
pressures and reduce direct government control.

Former BB governors Mohammed Farashuddin and
Atiur Rahman support the move for greater autonomy,
emphasizing that it will help maintain economic
stability and reduce political interference. The
government is expected to seek IMF assistance in
finalizing the amendments, with plans to submit them
for cabinet approval within the ongoing USD 4.7 billion
loan program period. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government to form
autonomous body for debt management

(sg) Bangladesh's government is planning to launch an
autonomous body to ensure proper debt
management, which includes all aspects of public debt
management from the issuance of treasury securities
to the overseeing of the national savings certificates
and external borrowing among others would be
conducted under the Finance Division through the
autonomous unit.

The government believes that a single debt
management entity will help in improving
coordination, reduce redundancies, enhance the
government's ability to manage debt-related risks
efficiently and maximize the benefits of public debt.
The country is facing a severe debt crisis along with
depleted foreign reserves. Presently, as of June 30,
2024, the country stands with a total debt of BDT
18,35,035 crore (USD 156 billion). [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Remittance from United Arab
Emirates increased by 50 percent in past
FY

(Im) In the fiscal year 2024, expatriates from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) sent USD 4.60 billion to
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Bangladesh, making it the highest remittance source
for the country, surpassing traditional sources like
Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States. The UAE's remittance grew by 51.8 percent
from the previous year, while remittances from the US
and Saudi Arabia declined.

The Bangladesh Bank's introduction of a flexible
exchange rate and a crawling peg exchange rate
system has encouraged more remittances through
legal channels. In FY24, Bangladesh received a record
USD 23.92 billion in remittances, providing crucial
support to the economy amid a prolonged foreign
exchange crisis. In particular, the surge in remittances
from the UAE has significantly helped Bangladesh's
economy.

However, economists express concerns that this
increase may partly be due to money laundering, with
smuggled funds being sent back as remittances to take
advantage of incentives and legalize the money. Abu
Dhabi and Dubai are seen as major hubs for money
laundering, and it's unclear how investment funds are
being transferred from Bangladesh, given the limited
number of institutions approved for foreign
investments in the UAE. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Parliamentary committee
demands list of slow-moving projects
from planning ministry

(Im) The Parliamentary Standing Committee on the
Planning Ministry has instructed the ministry to
provide a list of long-running projects that have shown
slow progress and have received multiple time
extensions. The ministry is also required to include
detailed reasons for these delays in their report, to be
presented at the next committee meeting. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Prime Bank and IFC team up
for MSMEs supports of USD 90 million

(sg) International Finance Group (IFC), a member of
World Bank Group has agreed to a loan of USD 90
million signed with the Prime Bank to support Imports
and exports based MSMEFE's. This investment will
increase the financing capacity to MSMEs of the Prime
Bank, ultimately catalyzing economic growth and
resilience across the country. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: APBn member shot in
Rohingya refugee camp

(Im) A member of Bangladesh’s Armed Police Battalion
(APBN) was shot during a gunfight at a refugee camp in
Cox's Bazar. The attackers were identified as members
of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), an
insurgent group primarily composed of Rohingya
Muslims operating in the Rakhine State of Myanmar.
ARSA continues to be active, particularly in the refugee
camps in Bangladesh, and has been involved in various
criminal activities within the camps, including clashes
with other groups and local authorities. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court proposes border
zone as BGB territory, calls for clear, flat
land

(Im) The High Court of Bangladesh has proposed
several recommendations to Parliament to strengthen
border security, reduce inter-state border crime, and
prevent national revenue evasion. These
recommendations include designating the area up to
10 miles inside Bangladesh from the border as the
property of the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and
compensating private property owners affected by this
declaration by assessing their loss and providing
government property of equal value in their name.
Additionally, the High Court recommends keeping the
land up to 8 kilometers from the borderline completely
clear and flat to ensure visibility from a distance of 8
kilometers. Furthermore, the area between 8 to 10
kilometers from the border should be reserved for all
BGB activities, including training.

These recommendations were articulated in a
judgment that acquitted Zakir Hossain, who had been
sentenced to three years in prison in connection with
the recovery of Indian sarees at the Jessore border
during an anti-smuggling operation in 1987. The
verdict, delivered on August 3 last year by Justice Md
Ashraful Kamal's bench, was released in an 11-page
document. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Government considers invoking
parliamentary supremacy amid RCSC
objections
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(ps) The government is facing challenges in fulfilling its
election pledges due to the limitations imposed by
constitutional bodies like the Royal Civil Service
Commission (RCSC), which operates with a significant
degree of autonomy and has the authority to set and
regulate the terms and conditions of employment for
civil servants. In response, some Members of
Parliament (MPs) are advocating for the invocation of
parliamentary supremacy to overcome these
obstacles. Parliamentary supremacy allows the
legislative body to amend or repeal existing laws,
thereby enabling the government to introduce new
acts or amend current ones if they gain majority
support in Parliament.

This debate emerged during a recent National Council
session, highlighting the government's struggle to
regularize contract employees due to the RCSC's
objections. Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay
acknowledged the issue but emphasized the need for
careful consideration before amending laws that could
impact the autonomy of constitutional bodies. He
warned against using legislative power for political
advantage and stressed the importance of thoughtful
decision-making for the greater public benefit.

MP Jamyang Namgyel argued that if laws hinder
essential public services, it is Parliament's duty to
amend them. He suggested that the government
should leverage its majority to amend the RCSC Act for
the public good. However, former parliamentarians
cautioned that invoking parliamentary supremacy
might set a dangerous precedent, potentially
politicizing constitutional bodies and impacting long-
term democracy. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: CCAA fines businesses for
adulterated rice and expired food

(ps) The Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority
(CCAA) fined several businesses for selling expired and
adulterated products. Inspections revealed a wholesale
business adulterating premium rice, resulting in a fine
of Nu 1,027,200 (approximately USD 12,326.40).
Additionally, 176 grocery stores and restaurants were
fined Nu 205,756 (approximately USD 2,469.07) for
selling expired food. The CCAA also addressed 129
consumer complaints, issuing refunds and
replacements for faulty products. They halted a
pyramid scheme and monitored e-commerce
compliance. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Unfulfilled promises plague Jigme
Dorji Wangchuck National Referral
Hospital

(ps) Health workers at Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National
Referral Hospital JDWNRH), Bhutan's premier health
facility, are facing low morale due to unfulfilled
promises of incentives from the government. Despite
plans for a canteen, creche, gym, recruitment of new
doctors, and clinical allowances announced since
February, none have been implemented. The situation
has led to burnout, high attrition rates, and
dissatisfaction among the staff, who feel undervalued
and overworked. Efforts to improve conditions, such as
introducing a 12-hour shift system and overtime pay,
have not sufficiently addressed the issues. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Teacher's perspective on
systemic overhaul amid expatriate hiring
to tackle STEM crisis

(ps) Bhutanese teachers are demanding structural
reforms following the government's decision to hire
expatriate teachers to address the STEM shortage.
They express concerns about inadequate
infrastructure and resources in schools, especially in
remote areas. Teachers emphasize that without these
improvements, the recruitment of expatriate teachers
may not yield the desired results. The education
ministry plans to enhance ICT infrastructure and
procure more computers. Additionally, teachers
suggest systematic evaluations and better support for
national STEM educators to ensure effective education.
[Kuensel]

Earlier during Bhutan's 33rd parliamentary session, MP
Namgay Dorji highlighted a severe teacher shortage,
with 3,597 resignations from 2021 to 2024, especially
affecting remote schools. Education Minister Yeezang
D Thapa acknowledged the deficit of 1,110 STEM
teachers in government schools and proposed hiring
100 Indian teachers and 18 local STEM graduates.
However, Namgay Dorji expressed concerns about
dependence on foreign teachers and emphasized the
importance of retaining local educators. [AIR No. 26,
June/2024, 4]

Bhutan: National debt projected to rise by
more than 60 percent by end of 13th Five-
Year-Plan
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(ps) The national debt of Bhutan is projected to rise by
61.87 percent to BTN 474.42 billion (USD 5.69 billion)
by the end of the 13th Five-Year-Plan, up from BTN
293.09 billion (USD 3.51 billion) in March 2024,
representing 94.8 percent of the estimated GDP.
External debt will constitute 82.8 percent of the total,
primarily driven by hydropower debt, which will
account for 73.3 percent of the external debt. Despite
the increase, external debt as a percentage of GDP is
expected to decline from 92.9 percent to 78.5 percent
by the end of the plan period.

The World Bank classifies Bhutan's external debt
distress as moderate, but the growing public debt
raises concerns. Domestic revenue is projected at BTN
327.35 billion (USD 3.93 billion), with tax revenue
contributing BTN 230.62 billion (USD 2.77 billion) and
non-tax revenue BTN 96.72 billion (USD 1.16 billion).
The total budget outlay is BTN 512.29 billion (USD 6.15
billion), a 63 percent increase from the previous plan,
resulting in a fiscal deficit of BTN 55.94 billion (USD
671.28 million), which is 2.97 percent of GDP. This
deficit will be financed through a combination of
revenue surplus, grants, and concessional borrowings.

Significant grants will come from India (BTN 85 billion
or USD 1.02 billion) and global financial institutions like
the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank (BTN
40 billion or USD 481.92 million). As of March 2024, the
national debt stood at BTN 293.09 billion (USD 3.51
billion), with hydropower debt making up a significant
portion. The 13th Plan aims to contain the fiscal deficit
to an average of 3 percent of GDP, achieve a tax-to-
GDP ratio above 15 percent, and keep non-hydro debt
below 55 percent of GDP. [Kuensel]

India: Supreme Court grants interim bail
to Delhi Chief Minister Kejriwal, refers
plea challenging ED arrest

(Im) India’s Supreme Court granted interim bail on July
12 to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in the money
laundering case related to the now-scrapped Delhi
Excise policy. However, he will remain in Tihar Jail due
to a separate arrest by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) in a corruption case related to the
alleged liquor policy scam. The court observed that
certain legal questions from Kejriwal's plea challenging
his arrest by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) need to
be referred to a larger Bench.

During the proceedings, the ED claimed there was
evidence of money being sent to the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) through hawala channels and labeled Kejriwal as
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the “kingpin” in the alleged scam. Kejriwal's defense
argued that the evidence cited by the ED was not
present at the time of his arrest.

The Supreme Court's decision followed an appeal
against a Delhi High Court verdict that upheld
Kejriwal's arrest, citing sufficient material and
statements indicating involvement in the alleged scam.
Despite a trial court granting him bail on June 20, the
High Court stayed his release, stating the ED had not
been given enough opportunity to present its case.
[The Hindu]

Delhi High Court lists ED's plea challenging Kejriwal's bail
for August 7

Against the backdrop of the Supreme Court's decision,
the Delhi High Court scheduled a hearing for August 7
on the ED's plea challenging the trial court's decision to
grant regular bail to Kejriwal in the excise policy money
laundering case. Kejriwal's lawyers noted that the
Supreme Court recently granted him interim bail and
requested time to file a rejoinder. The ED argued that
the trial court disregarded relevant material and the
vicarious role of Kejriwal under Section 70 of the PMLA.
[India Today]

India: Supreme Court rejects plea to
review order in Adani-Hindenburg case

(Im) The Supreme Court of India has dismissed a
petition seeking a review of its January 3rd verdict,
which declined to order a separate investigation into
allegations of accounting fraud and stock manipulation
against Adani Group companies reported by
Hindenburg Research. The court upheld its original
decision, stating that the Adani Group does not require
additional investigations beyond those already being
conducted by the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI).

SEBI has been investigating the Adani Group, led by
billionaire Gautam Adani, following allegations made
by Hindenburg Research in January 2023. These
allegations included improper use of tax havens and
stock manipulation. Despite denials from the Adani
Group, Hindenburg's report significantly reduced its
market value by USD 150 billion.

The case is scheduled for further hearing on August 13.
[Hindustan Times]
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India: Supreme Court upholds West
Bengal's suit against central government
over CBIl investigations

(Im) India’s Supreme Court recently upheld the West
Bengal state government's suit challenging the central
government'’s directive allowing the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), a federal agency, to conduct
investigations within the state despite the state's
withdrawal of general consent in 2018. The apex court
dismissed the central government’s argument that the
CBI operates independently and ruled that the CBI
functions under the central government's control as
per the Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act.
The Court recognized that state consent is essential for
CBI investigations within state jurisdiction. The case is
scheduled for further hearing on August 13. [The
Hindu]

The Supreme Court's decision to hear the case
highlights the constitutional importance of centre-state
relations and federalism. The outcome of this case may
impact other opposition-ruled states with similar
disputes regarding the CBI's jurisdiction.

India: West Bengal state government
moves Supreme Court over governor's
delayed assent to eight bills

(wh) The government of India’s eastern West Bengal
state, led by the All India Trinamool Congress, has
approached the Supreme Court against Governor CV
Ananda Bose - who represents the central government
led by the Hindu-nationalist BJP - for withholding
assent to eight bills without explanation, arguing that
this violates Article 200 of the Constitution and
threatens democratic governance. The state's plea
under Article 32 contends that the governor's refusal
to act on these bills infringes upon citizens' rights to
welfare measures. Chief Justice DY Chandrachud has
agreed to consider the petition for urgent listing.
[Hindustan Times] [Scroll.in]

India: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu state
government at loggerheads yet again over
Cauvery River dispute

(sg/lm) In India, the governments of Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu states are once again in conflict over the
distribution of water from the the Cauvery River, a
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major river in southern India that originates in
Karnataka and flows through the states of Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu before emptying into the Bay of
Bengal.

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, after an all-
party meeting, announced an appeal against the
Cauvery Water Regulation Committee's (CWRC)
directive for Karnataka to release 1,000 million cubic
feet (tmc ft) of water daily to Tamil Nadu until the end
of the month. Karnataka contends it can only release
8,000 cusecs (approximately 0.69 tmc ft) per day due to
water shortages.

During the meeting, it was noted that in a typical year,
Karnataka should release 9.4 tmc ft in June and 31.24
tmc ftin July, but only 5 tmc ft has been released so
far. If rainfall is insufficient, Karnataka plans to
minimize water release and appeal the directive.

Against the backdrop of Karnataka's non-compliance
with the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee's order,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin convened an all-
party meeting on July 16 to discuss the issue and plan
their next steps, including possible legal action.
[Deccan Herald]

This ongoing conflict has historical roots, dating back
to agreements made in 1892 and 1924, which have
been a source of contention, especially during periods
of weak monsoon. The Supreme Court in 2018 upheld
the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal's water-sharing
allocations, further complicating the political and
emotional stakes of the issue. Irregular rainfall
patterns due to climate change and increased water
demand have exacerbated the situation, calling for
negotiated settlements to resolve the dispute.

It is worth noting that the friction between the two
state governments could also affect the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA), a coalition of center-left
political parties, led primarily by the main opposition
Indian National Congress (INC). Both Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu are governed by the INC and the DMK
respectively, both of which are part of the UPA. [ANI]
[The Hindu businessline]

India: Central government refutes Tamil
Nadu’s claims of withholding
development funds

(wh) India's central government has refuted Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin's accusations of
withholding development funds, highlighting
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significant funding increases for the state. Investments
include USD 768 million for railways in 2024-25,
expanding highways to 6,806 km since 2014, and USD
19 million for fishery projects. Under Prime Minister
Awas Yojana, USD 240 million was allocated for
housing. Over 500,000 loans amounting to USD 8
million were given to street vendors under Prime
Minister SVANidhi. Other investments include USD 26
million for medical colleges and substantial funds for
various welfare schemes. [The Indian Express]

India: Uttarakhand government releases
expert committee’s report on state’s
Uniform Civil Code

(wh/Im) Uttarakhand, the first Indian state to
implement a Uniform Civil Code (UCC), has released a
169-page report by the expert committee that drafted
the law. This five-member committee deliberated for
nearly two years before the state cabinet and assembly
passed the UCC. [The Indian Express]

The UCC aims to establish uniform laws across
personal matters like marriage, divorce, adoption,
inheritance, and succession, irrespective of religion.
While supporters view it as promoting equality and
unity, critics argue that it undermines India's pluralistic
fabric and diversity of personal laws based on religion.

The Uttarakhand state government, under the
leadership of Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami, who
belongs to Prime Minister Modi's Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), took the lead on this issue
in May 2022 by forming the expert draft committee led
by a retired justice. The panel presented its proposal to
the chief minister this February, which was approved
by the state parliament and subsequently by President
Droupadi Murmu in March, a few months before the
parliamentary elections. The process of drafting
regulations is expected to be completed by the end of
2024.

India: Supreme Court verdict on Muslim
women’s maintenance

(Im) The Supreme Court of India ruled on July 10 that
divorced Muslim women are entitled to claim
maintenance under Section 125 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 1973, independent of
Muslim personal law. The decision reaffirmed that a
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secular law remedy cannot be overridden by personal
laws.

Muslim religious bodies, such as the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) and the All India Muslim
Majlis-e-Mushawarat, have expressed cautious
responses, considering the verdict against Sharia laws.
They noted that the decision contradicts the Shariat
Application Act and Article 25 of the Constitution,
which guarantees freedom of religion. AIMPLB's legal
committee is reviewing the judgment to decide on
possible legal actions.

Other Muslim organizations like Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
and Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) are also studying the
judgment before deciding on future steps. They
emphasized the importance of deliberation and
avoiding hasty reactions. Meanwhile, the ruling Hindu-
nationalist BJP has praised the verdict for supporting
the maintenance rights of divorced Muslim women
under secular law. [The Hindu]

India: Kashmiri leaders seek ‘timely’
assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir
union territory

(Im) Jammu & Kashmir National Conference (JKNC) Vice
President Omar Abdullah and Jammu & Kashmir
Peoples Conference (JKPC) President Sajad Lone
stressed the urgency of holding timely assembly
elections in the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) union
territory, amid concerns that the BJP-led central
government might delay the elections due to rising
militancy. These elections are scheduled for
September, as per a Supreme Court ruling, but fears of
postponement have arisen due to the security
situation.

Meanwhile, the J&K Congress, a regional branch of the
main opposition Indian National Congress, organized a
street protest in Jammu, criticizing the government's
failure to control militancy. J&K Congress President
Wagqar Rasool Wani pointed out that 42 security
personnel have died in Jammu since 2020, challenging
the Modi-led central government's claims of peace and
normalcy post the abrogation of Article 370. [The
Hindu]

India: Justices Singh, Mahadevan
proposed for elevation to Supreme Court
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(Im) India’s Supreme Court Collegium, led by Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, has recommended the
elevation of Justice N. Kotiswar Singh and Madras High
Court Acting Chief Justice R. Mahadevan to the
Supreme Court. These recommendations aim to fill
vacancies left by the retirements of Justices Aniruddha
Bose and A.S. Bopanna. The Collegium members
include Justices Sanjiv Khanna, B.R. Gavai, Surya Kant,
and Hrishikesh Roy.

If approved, Justice Singh would be the first from
Manipur, a state recently troubled by ethnic violence,
to join the Supreme Court. His appointment would
represent the North-East region in the apex court.
Justice Singh is currently the Chief Justice of the High
Court for Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Justice Mahadevan, from a backward community in
Tamil Nadu state, is deemed "eminently suitable" for
the Supreme Court, and his appointment would add
diversity to the Bench. The Collegium emphasized that
prioritizing Justice Mahadevan's candidature ensures
representation for the backward community. [The
Hindu]

India: ED seizes assets worth USD 4.9
million in tax credit scam

(wh) India’s premier financial intelligence agency, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), seized property
documents worth over INR 400 million (USD 4.8
million), bank lockers, and more than INR 1.638 million
(USD 19,656) in cash during raids on July 9, targeting
Haryana officials and private individuals involved in a
money laundering case related to bogus input tax
credit (ITC) claims. The raids were conducted at 14
locations in Haryana and Punjab states.

The case originates from multiple FIRs filed by the
Haryana Police in 2020, alleging that false ITC was
shown and refunds were obtained with the help of
officers from the Excise and Taxation Department.
These refunds were withdrawn in cash and used to
acquire properties. [The Indian Express]

India: Central government begins efforts
to implement Labour Codes

(Im) India’s Labour Ministry has initiated efforts to
implement the four Labour Codes passed by
Parliament in 2019 and 2020, which have not yet been
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operational due to trade union protests. Labour
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Labour Secretary
Sumita Dawra are engaging with trade unions to seek
their cooperation. While most states have framed the
necessary rules, the Central Trade Unions (CTUs)
oppose the codes, arguing they limit workers' rights
and social security.

The four Labour Codes passed by the Indian
Parliament are the Code on Wages, 2019; the Industrial
Relations Code, 2020; the Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code, 2020; and the Code on
Social Security, 2020. Together, these codes aim to
simplify and modernize India's labor laws, making
them more efficient and comprehensive.

The Code on Wages aims to regulate wage and bonus
payments for all workers, ensuring timely payment and
introducing a national floor wage. The Industrial
Relations Code consolidates laws related to trade
unions and industrial disputes, providing guidelines for
trade union formation and recognition. The
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
Code seeks to ensure safe working conditions and
health standards for workers, consolidating
regulations on working conditions across various
sectors. The Code on Social Security aims to extend
social security benefits to all employees and workers,
including those in the unorganized sector, by merging
various social security laws and schemes.

Mandaviya has met with the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS), which supports the implementation of the Code
on Wages and the Code on Social Security but has
concerns about the Industrial Relations Code and the
Occupational Safety and HealthCode. SEWA,
representing unorganized and migrant workers, also
opposes the codes, citing inadequate social security
provisions.

Ten Central Unions, including SEWA, have requested a
collective meeting with Mandaviya to discuss workers'
issues. Senior trade union leader Amarjeet Kaur has
called for the immediate convening of the Indian
Labour Conference, a tripartite forum for workers,
government, and employers, which has been held only
once in the last decade. The unions argue that
implementing the Labour Codes could worsen living
standards for workers. [The Hindu]

India: Main opposition Congress calls for
national legal, security architecture for
gig workers
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(Im) A senior leader of Indian’s main opposition Indian
National Congress (INC), Jairam Ramesh, emphasized
the need for a national legal and social security
framework for gig workers in the country. He
highlighted the Karnataka Platform-based Gig Workers
(Social Security and Welfare) Bill, 2024, as a landmark
legislation providing formal rights and social security to
gig workers in the state. The Bill includes features such
as a social security fund, a welfare board, mandatory
registration of gig workers, and regulations on
payments and termination notices by aggregators.
Ramesh also mentioned that INC governments in
Telangana, Karnataka, and the previous government in
Rajasthan have enacted similar legislation to support
gig workers. He urged the BJP-led central government
to take steps in the upcoming budget to establish a
national framework, noting the projected increase in
gig workers from 7.7 million in 2022 to 24 million by
2030. [The Hindu]

India: Mahayuti alliance secures majority
in Maharashtra legislative council
elections

(wh) The ruling Mahayuti alliance in Maharashtra,
comprising the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena faction, and Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar’s Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
group, won nine out of the 11 Legislative Council seats.
Voting for these elections took place on July 12, with all
274 members of the state assembly casting their votes.
Twelve candidates were competing for the 11 seats.

The BJP's five candidates, including Pankaja Munde,
daughter of the late leader Gopinath Munde, all won.
Pankaja Munde had previously lost in the general
elections for the Beed Lok Sabha seat in June. Two
candidates from Ajit Pawar’'s NCP faction, Shivajirao
Garje and Rajesh Vitekar, also won, along with Krupal
Tumane and Bhavana Gawli from Shinde’s Shiv Sena
faction.

From the opposition, Congress candidate Pradnya
Satav and Milind Narvekar from the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena faction each secured a seat.

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde commented that while
the opposition was busy with internal conflicts, the
Mahayuti alliance ensured its candidates' success.
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar expressed hopes for
similar success in the upcoming Assembly elections.
[Scroll.In]
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India: Prime Minister Modi’'s heart bleeds
for innocents killed in Ukraine but not in
Manipur, Meitei body says

(Im) The Delhi Meitei Coordinating Committee (DMCC)
a conglomerate of various organizations representing
the interests of the ethnic Meitei community, has
criticized Prime Minister Narendra Modi, accusing him
of neglecting the crisis in Manipur state while
advocating for peace in Ukraine. The DMCC claims that
Modi has shown more concern for international
conflicts than for the ethnic violence in Manipur, which
has been ongoing for over 14 months and resulted in
over 221 deaths and 60,000 displacements.

Despite Chief Minister N. Biren Singh's statement that
Modi is directly supervising peace efforts in Manipur,
both Meitei and Kuki groups, including the Kuki Inpi
Manipur (KIM) and the Kuki Students Organisation,
assert they are unaware of any peace talks taking
place. The DMCC also highlighted Modi's frequent visits
to other states, contrasting them with his minimal
visits to Manipur. [The Hindu]

India: Kerala's Vizhinjam deepwater
seaport receives first mothership amid
political tussles

(wh) The Vizhinjam International Seaport, a major
deepwater port project in India’s Kerala state, received
its first mothership on July 11, sparking a political
contest between the state's ruling Communist Party of
India (Marxist) (CPI(M)) and the opposition Indian
National Congress (INC), both claiming credit for the
project.

In 2015, the INC-led government under then-chief
minister Oommen Chandy signed a deal with Adani
Ports and SEZ Private Limited for the USD 922 million
project. At that time, CPI(M) state secretary Pinarayi
Vijayan criticized the project as a “scam”, and the party,
then in the opposition, abstained from the project's
inauguration, calling it a "dubious deal". Now, as the
port nears commercial operations, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has emphasized the progress made
since the LDF (Left Democratic Front) came to power in
2016, crediting government intervention for the
project's completion.

Against this backdrop, state INC president K
Sudhakaran has asserted that the project became a
reality due to the late Oommen Chandy's
determination, despite facing significant opposition
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from CPI(M). He has demanded an apology from
Vijayan, accusing CPI(M) of trying to undermine the
project and now seeking credit for it.

However, INC MP Shashi Tharoor boycotted the
function, protesting the government's alleged failure to
rehabilitate fishermen, a significant voter base. In
2015, the INC government had announced a USD 58
million package for the coastal community, which
Tharoor claims has not been fulfilled by the current
administration. [The Indian Express]

India: Government fields CISF, BSF chiefs
to reiterate commitment to reserve 10
percent vacancies in CAPFs for Agniveers

(Im) The Indian government has reiterated its
commitment to reserving 10 percent of vacancies in
the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) for young
recruits who join the Indian armed forces through the
Agnipath scheme, the so-callled Agniveers. The first
batch of Agniveers will be eligible for recruitment in
2026 into CAPFs such as the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), Border Security Force (BSF), Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), Sashastra Seema Bal, and Assam Rifles.

The Agnipath scheme, a significant issue in the recent
general election, recruits individuals for four years,
after which up to 25 percent can be selected for
permanent positions in the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
The age bracket for recruits is 17-and-a-half to 21
years, with an intake cap of 175,000 until 2026. The
announcement This announcement follows violent
protests that erupted after the scheme was introduced
in June 2022. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
announced the reservation policy to address the
unrest.

Recently, CISF Director-General Nina Singh and BSF
Director-General Nitin Agrawal appeared on public
broadcaster Doordarshan to emphasize the
government's commitment. Singh mentioned that
Agniveers will be exempted from the physical eligibility
test and will be an asset due to their training. Agrawal
highlighted that Agniveers, being trained and
disciplined, will fit well into the BSF's work culture with
minimal additional training and will receive age
relaxation for recruitment. [The Hindu]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-pd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-ph/

India: Top Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab
security officials meet to counter growing
militancy in Jammu

(Im) In India, top security officials from the Jammu and
Kashmir union territory (J&K) and the neighboring state
of Punjab held a meeting in Kathua to address the
growing militancy in the Jammu region. This meeting
followed the July 8 attack in Kathua, which left five
soldiers dead, leading to the questioning of over 50
local residents. The officials discussed strategies to
enhance security along the international border and
address cross-border infiltration, particularly in the Pir
Panjal and Chenab valleys.

The region has seen a rise in militancy since the
revocation of J&K's special status in 2019, with recent
attacks spreading to previously peaceful districts.
Security forces have killed five militants in operations
since April, while eleven civilians and six security
personnel have been killed. [The Hindu 1]

Four Army personnel, including Captain, killed in
gunfighting with terrorists in Doda district

In the most-recent encounter, four Army personnel,
including a captain, were killed. The encounter, which
took place in J&K's Doda district, began on the night of
July 15 and involved heavy firefighting with terrorists.
This encounter marked the third major one in the
Doda forests in the last three weeks. Previous
incidents include a terrorist ambush in Kathua district
and encounters in the Ghadi Bhagwah forest and
Gandoh area, leading to multiple casualties and
injuries among security personnel. [The Hindu 2]

Maldives Election Commission supports
concurrent presidential and
parliamentary elections

(sa) In the Maldives, Election Commission (EC)
President Fuwad Thawfeek has expressed support for
holding presidential and parliamentary elections
simultaneously, citing economic benefits. Fuwad noted
that combining the elections could save approximately
MVR 150 million (USD 9.75 million), reducing costs by
45 percent, and potentially increasing voter turnout to
90 percent. He also highlighted that simultaneous
elections would simplify public awareness campaigns
and logistical challenges. [Avas]

President Mohamed Muizzu had previously proposed a
constitutional amendment for merging the elections
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after a referendum.

Maldives: Election Commission fines MTD,
MNP, The Democrats each

(Im) The Maldives Elections Commission (EC) has fined
three political parties, Maldives Third-Way Democrats
(MTD), Maldives National Party (MNP), and The
Democrats, MVR 50,000 (roughly USD 3,250) each for
their failure to submit audit reports within the legally
mandated deadline, as required under the Political
Parties Act. Each party's annual accounts must be
audited and submitted to both the EC and the Auditor
General within three months after the end of each
year. The EC has the authority to levy fines ranging
from USD 1,300 to USD 3,250 for non-compliance with
these reporting requirements. [the edition]

Maldives: Anti-graft body cannot order
police to delay promotions, Attorney
General’s Office says

(Im) During a High Court hearing, the Attorney
General's Office (AG Office) argued that the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) lacks the authority to
order the Maldives Police Service to delay officer
promotions. The dispute began when the ACC issued
such an order in October last year, which the Police
Service refused to comply with, leading the ACC to file
a case in Civil Court. The Civil Court ruled in January
that a temporary stay order was not possible,
prompting the ACC to appeal.

The AG Office contended that, according to the Anti-
Corruption Commission Act and a previous Supreme
Court determination, the ACC does not have the power
to stop other agencies' activities. They noted that the
promotions were already granted by the time the ACC
filed the case, making an interim order moot and
potentially disruptive.

In contrast, ACC's lawyers maintained that the
Commission has the authority to halt activities
potentially leading to corruption and argued that
government agencies must comply with its orders.
They requested a temporary order to prevent the
promotions, asserting it was linked to an ongoing
investigation.

The High Court judges presided over the case, with
another hearing scheduled to continue the
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proceedings.[the edition]

Maldives: Former President Yameen
cannot sue bank to claim USD 1 million,
Bank of Maldives says

(Im) The Bank of Maldives (BML) asserted in High Court
that it cannot be sued by former president Abdulla
Yameen for the recovery of USD 1 million deposited in
an escrow account. This deposit was made under an
agreement between Yameen and the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) during the investigation of the
Maldives Marketing and Public Relations Corporation
(MMPRC) fraud case, with the funds to be held until the
investigation concluded.

Yameen, who was sentenced to five years in prison
and fined USD 5 million in 2019 but released in 2021,
sued both BML and ACC in Civil Court, seeking the
release of the funds and compensation for damages.
BML argued that it was not a party to the agreement
between Yameen and ACC, and thus cannot be sued.
Despite this, the Civil Court ruled against BML,
prompting the bank to appeal the decision in High
Court.

The High Court did not issue a ruling at this hearing
and announced that another hearing will be
scheduled. An interim stay order has been issued to
pause the Civil Court proceedings until a decision is
made by the High Court. [the edition]

Maldives: Anti-Corruption Commission to
look into former state minister’s purchase
of apartment

(Im) In the Maldives, the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) has received a complaint alleging corruption in
the purchase of an apartment by Zifleena Hassan, a
former State Minister of the Gender Ministry during
the previous administration. The complaint involves
Zifleena's purchase of a flat worth MVR 3.5 million
(USD 227,500. Despite a Civil Court ruling on July 8
affirming her ownership of the flat after completing
payments to Housing Development Corporation (HDC),
the allegations persist.

The police initially received the complaint but
forwarded it to the ACC, which has jurisdiction over
corruption investigations. Rumors on social media
suggest Zifleena acquired the flat through undue
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means while serving as a State Minister. Zifleena
refuted these claims on Facebook, stating she
purchased the flat before her appointment in August
2019 and has lived there for many years. She
expressed disappointment over the defamatory
remarks and personal attacks she has faced since
entering politics, noting that such attacks are
becoming common against women in politics. Zifleena
has held leadership roles in the Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) and contested in the last parliamentary
elections for the South Thinadhoo seat on an MDP
ticket. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament Deputy Speaker
blasts anti-graft body, calls them
‘incompetent’

(Im) In the Maldives, Parliament Deputy Speaker
Ahmed Nazim criticized the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) for incompetence during a State-
Owned Enterprises (SOE) Committee meeting on July
16. He accused the ACC of stalling investigations and
preventing other authorities from investigating cases
the ACC has taken up. Nazim alleged that the ACC
delays forwarding reports until the eight-year window
for criminal litigation, as per the Criminal Procedure
Act, has elapsed, making the cases inadmissible in
court.

Nazim highlighted a specific case nearing its eight-year
mark without resolution and expressed frustration
over the lack of results from the ACC across different
administrations. He questioned the effectiveness of
replacing ACC members, suggesting that new
members might continue the same pattern.

Nazim was particularly concerned about former
FENAKA Corporation’s Managing Director Ahmed
Saeed Mohamed, who was not dismissed despite
multiple corruption cases. The ACC responded that
they had advised the administration to dismiss Saeed,
but their counsel was not followed. [see also article
below]

Maldives: FENAKA has not provided
financial statements since 2021, Auditor
General's Office claims

(Im) FENAKA, a state-owned enterprise responsible for
providing utility services in the Maldives, has not
provided any financial statements to the Auditor
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General's Office for audit or review since 2021. This
revelation was made during a session of the Public
Accounts Committee in parliament. The Auditor
General's Office expressed concern over this lack of
cooperation, noting that FENAKA's financial documents
have not been shared even with external auditors,
hindering their ability to conduct necessary reviews.
[the edition 1]

Speaking against this backdrop, the Managing Director
of FENAKA, Muaz Mohamed Rasheed, revealed that the
debt accumulated by FENEKA during the previous
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) administration is
significantly higher than initially estimated. The debt
now exceeds MVR 4.3 billion (USD 279.5 million). He
noted that MVR 1.7 billion (USD 110.5 million) in
payments were pending for work done, with MVR 300
million (USD 19.5 million) paid in the past seven
months. Muaz criticized the MDP administration for
contracting projects beyond FENAKA's capacity, citing
examples like overpriced ATM installations and ice
plant constructions. He called for swift action against
the misuse of taxpayer money and corruption during
the MDP's tenure. [the edition 2]

Unprecedented number of cases concerning former
management of FENAKA at anti-graft body

In related updates, the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) has revealed that an unprecedented number of
corruption-related cases are pending against the
former management of FENAKA. During a session of
the parliament's State Owned Enterprise (SOE)
committee, ACC President Adam Shamil stated that the
Commission has prioritized these cases, detailing that
six significant cases involving FENAKA's management
from President Solih's administration have been
submitted. These cases involve actions that were taken
to achieve certain goals at the company's expense. [the
edition 3]

Maldives: Vaavu atoll residents protest
resort development on Bodufinolhu

(sa) OnJuly 11, residents of Vaavu Atoll protested the
government's decision to lease Bodufinolhu for resort
development. The protest, involving residents from
Thinadhoo, Felidhoo, Fulhidhoo, and Keyodhoo, and
attended by opposition MP Mohamed Niushad,
centered on concerns about the loss of a key location
for tourist excursions.

MP Niushad argued that the lease violated the
Decentralization Act, as it was made without consulting
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the atoll's council. He advocated allocating an
alternative site for the winning bidder after proper
consultation with local stakeholders.

The Tourism Ministry opened bids for five lagoons and
12 islands for tourism development in May, including
Bodufinolhu. The Vaavu Atoll Council had previously
raised concerns about the lack of consultation. Vaavu
Atoll is a significant hub for tourism in the central
Maldives. [Sun Online]

Maldives: Government did not act on
counsel provided over two years, central
bank governor says

(Im) The embattled governor of the Maldives Monetary
Authority (MMA), Ali Hashim, stated that the country's
current economic challenges stem from neglecting
advice provided by MMA and international financial
institutions over the past years. Despite warnings and
recommendations to implement preventive measures,
Hashim noted in a report to parliament that the
government did not act on these counsels. He
emphasized ongoing efforts by MMA to mitigate
economic difficulties and support government
reforms, while urging unified efforts to steer the
country away from further economic risks. [the edition
1]

Hashim, appointed as Governor in September 2019
during former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's
administration, previously served as the Finance
Minister of the Maldives from 2008 to 2010. He is
currently facing a case recommending his dismissal
from the position of governor due to the MMA's
alleged failure to fulfill its mandate during the
country's economic crisis and inadequate monetary
policy implementation.

Earlier this week, Hashim informed Parliament’s Public
Accounts Committee that he had to excuse himself
from work due to health concerns. Consequently, the
committee meeting was canceled following Hashim's
notice of absence. [the edition 2]

Maldives: LGA to discuss diplomatic
passports for local councilors with
immigration

(sa) In the Maldives, the Local Government Authority
(LGA) announced plans to discuss the provision of
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diplomatic passports for local councilors with Maldives
Immigration. Local Government Minister Adam Shareef
stated that this would provide diplomatic passports to
mayors, atoll and island council presidents, and council
members. This proposal was put forward by the
Thinadhoo Council and approved by the LGA board
during its recent meeting.

Currently, diplomatic passports are issued to the
heads of the three government estates, Supreme and
High Court judges, Chief judges of lower courts,
ministers, state ministers, other high-level officials,
members of independent commissions, parliament
members, the heads of security bodies, their spouses,
and their children below the age of 18. [The edition]

Maldives: Immigration cracks down on
illegal expat businesses

(sa) Maldives Immigration detained four expatriates on
July 10, as part of an ongoing crackdown on illegal
activities. Three women and one man were detained
on suspicion of operating businesses illegally during
raids at three locations. This follows the detention of
four foreigners with counterfeit stamps on their
passports at Velana International Airport on July 9.
Additional raids on July 9 evening led to the detention
of five men and one woman for similar suspicions.

The crackdown with the Maldives Police Service has
already resulted in over 1,800 illegal expatriates being
detained and deported. Immigration authorities, led by
Controller General Mohamed Shamman, have affirmed
that these efforts will continue without interruption,
with Minister of Homeland Security and Technology Ali
lhusan committing to resolving the illegal migration
issue by 2027. [Sun Online]

Maldives Police block over 500 scam-
related bank accounts in 2024

(sa) The Maldives Police Service announced that over
500 bank accounts connected to scam cases have been
blocked this year. During a press conference on July 11,
Inspector of Police Adam Naveedh from the Anti-Scam
Centre revealed that individuals named in scam
investigations often facilitate money transfers for the
actual culprits, receiving minor benefits in return.
Banks have implemented measures to block accounts
involved in multiple scams, contributing to the high
number of account closures. The police urge the public
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to remain vigilant against the rising prevalence of
financial scams in the Maldives. [Sun Online]

Maldives: Opposition MDP criticizes
foreign contract for expat dormitory
project

(sa) Fayyaz Ismail, chairperson of the opposition
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), has called for the
government to reconsider its decision to award the
development of expatriate worker dormitories to a
Malaysian company. The project, known as the
National Integrated Migrant Worker Dormitory project,
was awarded to the company under a private-public
partnership model, with a concession period of 30
years, extendable by another 30 years.

Fayyaz expressed concerns about the mandatory
requirement for employers to use these facilities and
suggested that a local company or state-owned
enterprise should handle the project instead. He
warned that future governments might have to
terminate the contract, leading to significant damages.

The project is expected to generate revenue through
fees charged to employers for each migrant worker,
starting at USD 100 per month and increasing to USD
120 per month, with USD 5 per worker shared with the
Maldives. The Maldives government must ensure the
mandatory use of these dormitories through legal and
regulatory means, as per the contract terms. [Sun
Online]

Maldives: Construction Minister criticizes
insufficient budget allocations for
projects

(Im) Maldives’ Construction Minister Abdullah Muthalib
criticized the 19th Parliament for passing this year's
budget without allocating sufficient funds for essential
projects. In a Parliament session, he pointed out that
many projects listed in the budget, such as a causeway,
were inadequately funded, receiving only MVR 2-3
million (USD 130,000-195,000), which is insufficient for
their execution. Additionally, some new projects were
budgeted at just MVR 100,000 or 200,000 (USD 6,500
or 13,000), which is not enough to cover advance
payments for mobilization. Muthalib emphasized the
difficulty in implementing projects effectively under
these conditions and urged Parliament to ensure
necessary funds are included in future budgets. [avas]
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Funding sought for Addu Bridge Project

The construction and infrastructure minister also
announced that efforts are underway to secure
funding for the Addu Bridge project, which aims to
connect Hithadhoo and Meedhoo with the longest
bridge in the Maldives. The 13-15 kilometers bridge
project, contracted to Egypt's The Arab Contractors -
Osman Ahmed Osman & Co in February, is currently in
the funding acquisition phase. A preliminary design
and survey have been completed, with MVR 30 million
(USD 1.95 million) allocated in this year's budget for
the survey of the bridge. [the edition]

Nepal: Leader of largest communist party,
Oli returns as fifth prime minister in five
years

(ps) KP Sharma Oli, the leader of Nepal's largest
communist party, the Nepal Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML), has been named the new prime minister
after forming a new alliance in the country’s Parliament
with the hitherto opposition party, the Nepali
Congress. Oli is the fifth prime minister being sworn in
five years; his new government is the 14th since Nepal
abolished its monarchy in 2008. [The Kathmandu Post
11[Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

Dahal loses vote of confidence

Three days prior to Oli's swearing-in ceremony, his
predecessor Pushpa Kamal Dahal, the leader of the
Maoist Centre, lost a parliamentary vote of confidence
onJuly 12. Dahal, a former Maoist rebel chief, received
only 63 votes in favor out of 258 present lawmakers,
with 194 voting against him. Dahal's tenure lasted 20
months and was marked by political instability,
requiring him to seek a vote of confidence five times.
[Reuters]

Formation of new government, cabinet

Following this, President Ramchandra Paudel initiated
a new government formation process, with Oli of the
CPN-UML claiming the prime minister's position
backed by the Nepali Congress. Out of the 258
lawmakers present, 194 voted against the motion, one
remained neutral, and the remaining supported Dahal.
Besides Dahal's Maoist Centre, only the Rastriya
Swatantra Party and the CPN (Unified Socialist)
continued to support Dahal. The rest of the coalition
partners opposed him. [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The
Kathmandu Post 3]
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Oli's new government includes a 22-member cabinet,
with the UML taking seven ministries, including
Agriculture, Finance and Physical Infrastructure, and
the Nepali Congress handling key portfolios like
Education, Tourism, Home and Foreign Affairs. Five
ministries are reserved for fringe parties. The Ministry
of Defense allocation remains unresolved. [My
Republica]

Of note, Bishnu Paudel, a key figure in the CPN-UML
has been appointed finance minister, a position he
held multiple times before, and Arzu Rana Deuba, the
wife of Nepali Congress chief Sher Bahadur Deuba, has
been named foreign minister.

Writ petition filed at Supreme Court against Oli’s
appointment

On July 15, a writ petition challenging the appointment
of Oli as prime minister was filed at the Supreme
Court. The petition argues that Oli's appointment is
unconstitutional. The petitioners contend that if a
government formed under Article 76(2) of the
constitution fails to secure a vote of confidence, the
President should then call for the formation of a new
government under Article 76(3). A preliminary hearing
is scheduled for July 21. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Provincial governments shaken-up
after change in federal government

(ps) In the wake of a significant shift in Nepal's federal
government, which saw the realignment of the
opposition Nepali Congress and the Nepal Unified
Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML), political realignments have
also impacted the provincial level.

In Bagmati province, the CPN-UML of newly elected
Prime Minister Oli withdrew its support from the
provincial government, leading to the collapse of Chief
Minister Shalikram Jamkattel's administration. Similar
political maneuvers have been observed in other
provinces, including Lumbini and Sudurpaschim,
where the CPN-UML has withdrawn support. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In Madhesh province, meanwhile, coalition partners
under the leadership of the Nepali Congress are
negotiating ministerial allocations. However, Chief
Minister Satish Singh from the Janamat Party intends
to allocate only three ministries to the Nepali
Congress, keeping the Ministry of Economic Affairs.
[The Kathmandu Post 3]
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Nepal: Tussle between two main
communist parties results in deferral of
parliamentary session

(Im) Days before the change in the federal government,
Nepal's National Assembly failed to pass three budget-
related bills on July 11 due to a conflict between the
then-ruling Maoist Centre and the then-opposition
Nepal Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML). The Finance
Bill, Bill to Mobilise National Loans, and Tax-related Bill
were on the agenda, but the meeting was deferred to
July 14. This delay followed a dramatic political shift on
July 1 when the UML exited the coalition government
led by Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal and joined
forces with the Nepali Congress, creating a new
opposition alliance.

The CPN-UML's chief whip, Bhagwati Neupane,
registered an amendment to the Finance Bill,
indicating that the ruling coalition lacks a majority. The
postponement was seen as a tactic to avoid the bill's
endorsement, which would confirm the government's
minority status. Opposition parties criticized the
deferment, claiming it was done unilaterally without
consultation. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dissenting RSP leader Dhakal
relieved of all duties, demands probe
against party chief in fraud cases

(Im) In the latest episode of a long-simmering
intraparty rift within the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP),
until recently a key member of the previous
government coalition, Mukul Dhakal, the party’s
general secretary and spokesperson, has been relieved
of all party duties by the party's central committee.
This decision followed Dhakal's critical review report,
which he had prepared after visiting 38 districts post-
April by-elections. The party accused Dhakal of
incompetence, indiscipline, and violating party rules.
Dhakal hinted at an intra-party rebellion, declaring "the
bell won't stop ringing," symbolizing his continued
efforts within the party. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Dhakal, who remains a party member despite being
stripped of his official positions, has already demanded
investigations into party chair Rabi Lamichhane's dual
passport and alleged cooperative fraud cases. At a
press conference, Dhakal called for a high-level inquiry
committee within the party, emphasizing the necessity
due to a Supreme Court order. Dhakal accused
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Lamichhane of turning the RSP into a personal club
and criticized the party's decision to remove him
without proper clarification. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Former Madhesh minister Yadav
gets nine-year jail for corruption

(Im) The Special Court of Nepal has sentenced Bijaya
Kumar Yadav, former Minister for Economic Affairs of
Madhesh province, to nine years and one month in
prison for corruption. Additionally, the court imposed a
fine of NPR 35.9 million (approximately USD 269,250)
and ordered the recovery of NPR 23.5 million
(approximately USD 176,250) from Yadav for
embezzlement related to a snake breeding program at
the Jhala Nath Khanal Academy of Health Sciences.

Four other officials, Academy chair Rewati Prasad Pant,
general secretary Nawaraj Bhandari, treasurer Niraj
Bhandari, and member Devendra Raya, received eight-
year prison sentences and fines. Meanwhile, the
former mayor of Lalbandi municipality Man Bahadur
Khadka and the former economic affairs secretary of
the Madhesh government Prem Kumar Shrestha were
acquitted of corruption charges.

The Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority had filed an NPR 170.9 million
(approximately USD 1.28 million) corruption case
against seven individuals, including Yadav, on October
8 of the previous year. They were accused of
misappropriating government funds by diverting them
from their intended purposes. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Prison office chief held with bribe
money

(Im) In Nepal, the chief of the district prison office in
Nawalparasi East has been arrested on charges of
corruption. A team from the Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) detained him
with a bribe amount of NPR 100,000 (approximately
USD 750) found in his living quarters. Preliminary
investigations revealed that the man had received the
bribe from an inmate, promising to appoint the inmate
as a prison guard in return. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Human rights commission delays
law revision after avoiding downgrade
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(ps) The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of
Nepal has delayed revising its Act after narrowly
avoiding a downgrade in its global status by the Global
Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRI). Initially, the NHRC was actively lobbying to
amend its Act to align with the so-called Paris
Principles, a set of international standards which frame
and guide the work of National Human Rights
Institutions. A committee drafted a new bill, but five
months after its completion, the NHRC has yet to
forward it to the government.

The current NHRC Act, effective since 2011, needs
revision or replacement to conform with Nepal's 2015
Constitution. Despite repeated requests from the
Prime Minister's Office to advance the draft, NHRC
leadership's reluctance has caused significant delays.
NHRC officials claim they are consulting stakeholders
to ensure the draft's comprehensiveness. GANHRI has
emphasized the necessity of revising the NHRC Act to
guarantee autonomy and adequate resources.

A previous attempt to amend the Act in 2019 failed due
to objections from the NHRC over provisions affecting
its financial autonomy and discretionary powers given
to the Attorney General's Office. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cabinet extends terms for inactive
transitional justice commissions

(Im) In Nepal, the Cabinet decided on July 11 to extend
the terms of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and the Commission on Investigation of Enforced
Disappeared Persons until mid-July 2025. These
commissions have been inactive since July last year
due to the lack of appointed chairs and members. The
Supreme Court ordered the government to start this
process within a month back in January, but little has
been done since. The commissions have been
defuncted since July 2022, and the necessary
amendments to the transitional justice law are still
under consideration. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

In related developments, Nepal's National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) has called for war crimes
and crimes against humanity to be non-amnestiable
under the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act - the piece of legislation
designed to address human rights violations that
occurred during the country's civil conflict from 1996 to
2006. The NHRC report emphasizes that serious
human rights violations, including those against former
Maoist child soldiers, should not be eligible for
amnesty. The report criticizes the current and
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proposed amendments for excluding these crimes and
insists on legal provisions allowing victims to seek
justice. The NHRC also supports reduced sentencing
for cooperating perpetrators in the transitional justice
process. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Trans community faces persistent
legal challenges for gender recognition

(ps) The transgender community in Nepal continues to
face significant challenges in obtaining legal
recognition of their gender identity despite court
victories. Angel Lama, a 24-year-old trans woman, has
been in a legal battle since March 2023 to obtain
citizenship under her preferred name and gender.
Although she won her court case, bureaucratic
resistance persists. Lama's request was rejected by the
District Administration Office, demanding proof of
gender reassignment surgery despite the court's ruling
that no such requirement exists.

This issue reflects a broader problem faced by
transgender individuals in Nepal, as highlighted by
Manisha Dhakal, executive director of Blue Diamond
Society. Trans individuals are often required to
undergo medical examinations and provide proof of
surgery to obtain legal documents with their preferred
gender, which is financially and emotionally
challenging. Lama's case is emblematic of the systemic
obstacles the trans community faces, including the
need for clear legal procedures for self-declaration of
gender identity.

Another individual, Anish Acharya, has faced similar
struggles. Despite following all administrative
processes and undergoing medical examinations, his
request to change his gender marker on his citizenship
has been repeatedly delayed. Both cases highlight the
inconsistency and lack of clear guidelines in Nepal's
approach to gender identity recognition.

The National Human Rights Commission and other
organizations have emphasized the need for specific
policies to address these issues. While Nepal has made
strides in LGBTQIA+ rights, the lack of actionable
policies leaves many transgender individuals fighting
prolonged legal battles for their rights. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Recurrent violence plagues
juvenile correction centers
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(Im) Nepal's juvenile correction centers are facing
severe issues of recurrent violence, overcrowding, and
poor conditions. Recently, 60 inmates fled the Jayandu
Juvenile Correction Centre in Banke district after a
violent clash, the third such incident in under a year.
Previous clashes at this center resulted in one death
and several injuries. Similar violent incidents have
occurred in other centers, including Bhaktapur and
Birgunj, where clashes have led to injuries among
inmates and security personnel.

These centers, intended for juveniles under 18
involved in criminal activities, resemble prisons and
lack basic amenities, as highlighted by the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and other human
rights organizations. Overcrowding, substandard food
and water, and inadequate medical treatment are
common issues. The presence of inmates over 18
years old further exacerbates security threats and rule
violations.

Officials have called for legal revisions to address these
problems, including separating older inmates from
minors. The NHRC has conducted monitoring visits and
emphasized the need for immediate law revisions and
improved management to ensure better conditions in
these correction centers. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government reverses decision
making National Identity Cards
mandatory for social security

(ps) The Nepali government has reversed its decision
to make National Identity Cards mandatory for
receiving social security allowances. This decision was
made during a Cabinet meeting on July 11, due to the
challenges citizens face in obtaining ID cards,
exacerbated by rain, floods, and landslides. Initially,
the Ministry of Home Affairs had planned to enforce
this rule starting mid-July, affecting individuals with
disabilities, the elderly, and single women. However,
the lack of preparation for this mandate led to
widespread criticism.

The National Identity Card, introduced in 2018,
contains unique numbers and biometric data, and was
intended to integrate various services such as driving
licenses and banking. Despite the push for its
mandatory use, practical difficulties have delayed its
implementation. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: President Paudel authenticates Bill
on investment facilitation

(Im) Nepal's President Ramchandra Paudel has
authenticated a bill on investment facilitation, which
amends various provisions of nine different acts to
streamline foreign investment in Nepal. The
amendments cover the Lands Act, National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act, Land Acquisition Act,
Electronic Transactions Act, Special Financial Act, Public
Private Partnership and Investment Act, Foreign
Investment and Technology Transfer Act, Forest Act,
and Industrial Enterprises Act. These changes aim to
clear legal complexities and attract investors ahead of
Nepal's third investment summit. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Foreign exchange reserves surge
by 27.8 percent

(ps) Nepal's foreign exchange reserves rose by 27.8
percent to NPR 1967.19 billion (USD 14.72 billion) as of
mid-June 2024. The Balance of Payments surplus
increased to NPR 425.67 billion (USD 3.19 billion), and
the current account turned to a surplus of NPR 200.39
billion (USD 1.50 billion). Consumer price inflation
moderated to 4.17 percent. Remittance inflows rose
19.3 percent to NPR 1327.51 billion (USD 9.98 billion).
The total trade deficit decreased by 1.7 percent, and
government revenue mobilization grew by 9.8 percent
to NPR 919.19 billion (USD 6.89 billion). [Nepal News]

Nepal: Central bank allows cross-border
digital retail payments via QR codes

(ps) Nepal's central bank has recently introduced a
provision allowing Nepali payment system operators
(PSOs) to deal with digital retail payments in any
country. This means that Nepali PSOs can collaborate
with PSOs in other countries to launch a quick
response (QR) code payment system. Citizens of both
countries can use QR codes to make purchases. Before
implementing this, PSOs need approval from the
central bank. The withdrawal limit for Nepalis in
foreign countries remains according to existing foreign
exchange rules USD 2,500 per visit and USD 5,000
annually. [The Kathmandu Post]

Notably, a Nepali PSO, has already partnered with
India’s NPCl International Payments to enable cross
border payments using QR codes, allowing Nepali
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nationals to make QR code payments in India. [AIR No.

Additionally, Nepal has signed an agreement with Sri
Lanka's National Payment Network, Lanka Pay and
Alipay in China to develop an interoperable digital
payment system between the two countries.

Nepal: Oil Corporation hikes petrol, diesel
prices

(Im) The Nepal Oil Corporation has increased fuel
prices. Petrol prices have risen by NPR 4 per liter, and
diesel and kerosene by NPR 3 per liter each.
Consumers in Kathmandu, Pokhara, and Dipayal now
pay NPR 171 (approximately USD 1.28) per liter for
petrol and NPR 160 (approximately USD 1.20) per liter
for diesel and kerosene. In other regions like Surkhet
and Dang, petrol costs NPR 170 (approximately USD
1.27) per liter, and diesel and kerosene cost NPR 159
(approximately USD 1.19) per liter. The prices in
Charaali, Biratnagar, Janakpur, Amlekhgunj, Bhalwari,
Nepalgunj, Dhangadhi, and Birgunj are slightly lower.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Government announces move
to ban ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan's PTI

(ss) The Pakistani government has announced plans to
ban the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
the party of former Prime Minister Imran Khan, who is
currently jailed. Information Minister Attaullah Tarar
cited accusations of inciting violent protests and
leaking classified information as reasons for the move.
The government also intends to bring treason charges
against Khan and other senior PTI leaders.

Top court rules PTI party eligible for reserved seats

Crucially, this move comes after the Supreme Court
ruled on July 12 that the PTl is entitled to its share of
reserved seats in the national and provincial
assemblies. This decision, which overturned a previous
verdict by the Election Commission, grants the PTI
more than 20 seats in Parliament’s lower house,
depriving Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's ruling
coalition of a two-thirds majority needed to pass
crucial legislation.

The court's 8-5 decision came five months after the
February 8 elections, which were marred by allegations
of pre-poll rigging and result manipulation. The PTI had
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run its candidates as independents after being
stripped of its electoral symbol, but its candidates still
secured the largest number of seats in the National
Assembly. The Supreme Court's ruling reinstates PTI's
status as a political party in the assemblies and orders
the Election Commission to allot the party its share of
reserved seats. [Voice of America] [The New York
Times]

The government already announced plans to file a
review appeal against the Supreme Court ruling. [The
Express Tribune]

Speaking against this dual backdrop, the PTI criticized
the government's decision to seek a ban of the party as
a sign of the government's panic. [Arab News] [Al
Jazeeral]

Khan, who became prime minister in 2018 and was
ousted in 2022 through a no-confidence vote, faces
multiple legal challenges, including allegations of
mishandling classified information. He has denied
these charges, claiming they are part of a conspiracy
involving political opponents and the military, with
alleged support from the US, an accusation both
Washington and the Pakistani military deny.

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan's
party to challenge court verdict
connecting him to May 9 riots

(Im) The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party has
announced plans to challenge a lower court's verdict
dismissing three bail pleas by part founder and former
Prime Minister Imran Khan. The court also declared
there was "reasonable" evidence of his involvement in
the May 9 riots last year. These riots followed Khan's
arrest in a land graft case, during which alleged PTI
supporters attacked and damaged government and
military installations.

An Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) in Lahore ruled on July 9
that Khan was involved in orchestrating the violence.
The PTI has criticized the verdict, stating it was based
on "drawing inferences and assumptions" and lacked
concrete evidence of Khan ordering the May 9
violence. The party maintains that the charges are
politically motivated, aimed at prolonging Khan's
imprisonment.

The ATC's decision came after it reserved its verdict on
Khan's bail petitions in three cases concerning attacks
on Lahore’s Jinnah House, the residence of the top
military commander in the city, as well as Askari Tower
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and Shadman police station. The court order
mentioned that Khan had instructed the PTI leadership
to stage protests and damage military installations if
he were arrested. It also cited a video message by
Khan before his arrest, warning of nationwide unrest.

The PTI claimed the decision by the Lahore ATC was
inconsistent with other ATCs in Pakistan, which had
dismissed similar cases against Khan. The Lahore ATC
labeled Khan as a "main accused," with the court's
order stating there were reasonable grounds to
connect Khan to the alleged offenses, leading to the
dismissal of his bail petitions.

Khan has been in jail since August last year, convicted
in multiple cases he claims are politically motivated.
Although some convictions have been overturned or
suspended, he remains imprisoned due to a conviction
related to the legality of his 2018 marriage and faces a
trial under anti-terrorism charges. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Khan to remain in jail despite
acquittal in marriage case

(Im) Former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan and
his wife, Bushra Bibi, were acquitted on July 13 by an
Islamabad court in an unlawful marriage case. The
couple had been sentenced to seven years in prison
earlier this year, with allegations that their 2018
marriage violated Islamic law. The acquittal came after
a courtin June had rejected their plea to suspend the
February ruling.

The case was initially filed by Bibi's former husband,
Khawar Maneka, who claimed that Bibi did not observe
the mandatory three-month waiting period after their
divorce before marrying Khan. The United Nations has
called Khan's detention arbitrary, suggesting it was
politically motivated. Khan's party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), recently won a significant legal battle when
the Supreme Court ruled it eligible for reserved seats
in the national and provincial assemblies, further
complicating the political landscape in Pakistan.

Despite this legal victory, Khan remains in jail on
separate charges related to inciting riots in May 2023,
as an anti-terrorism court in Lahore refused to grant
him bail. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

Pakistan: Ex-Prime Minister Khan seeks
chief justice’s recusal from benches
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hearing his cases

(Im) Pakistan's Former Prime Minister Imran Khan has
requested Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa's recusal from
benches hearing his cases, citing the need for
impartiality. Khan referenced a 2021 Supreme Court
judgment that restrained Justice Isa from cases
involving him, due to Isa's personal petition against
Khan. In 2019, Khan's government filed a presidential
reference against Justice Isa, alleging non-disclosure of
properties owned by his wife and children. This
reference was later nullified by the Supreme Court.

Khan submitted his request during a case concerning
amendments to Pakistan’s accountability laws, which
he alleges were made to benefit influential individuals
and legitimize corruption. He has been in jail since
August last year, convicted in multiple cases he claims
are politically motivated. Although some convictions
have been overturned or suspended, he remains
imprisoned due to a conviction related to the legality of
his 2018 marriage and faces a trial under anti-
terrorism charges. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Lahore High Court’s first female
chief justice takes oath

(Im) In a notable milestone, Justice Aalia Neelum took
the oath as the first woman Chief Justice of the Lahore
High Court (LHC) on July 11. Her appointment,
approved by President Asif Ali Zardari, marks a
significant moment for the LHC, which handles crucial
constitutional and rights-related cases in Pakistan.

Justice Neelum has been recognized for her strong
commitment to gender equality and women'’s
empowerment, notably playing a key role in
establishing Gender-Based Violence Courts. Beginning
her legal career in 1996, she has handled cases in
constitutional law, white-collar crime, anti-terrorism,
accountability, and banking laws. She became an LHC
judge in 2015, and her appointment as Chief Justice
was made by the Judicial Commission of Pakistan, led
by Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Qazi Faez Isa.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Flour mills observe nationwide
strike over withholding tax dispute

(Im) Hundreds of flour mills across Pakistan initiated an
indefinite strike on July 9 in protest against the
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government's imposition of a 5.5 percent withholding
tax on flour sales, along with additional taxes on
essential commodities sold to non-filers and filers. The
Pakistan Flour Mills Association (PFMA) declared the
strike would continue until the government rescinds
the new tax measures, arguing that the responsibility
of tax collection should not fall on millers.

This strike, involving around 1,600 flour mills and over
4,000 workers, has raised concerns about potential
food shortages. The tax changes are part of a broader,
controversial budget aimed at meeting a tax revenue
target of PKR 13 trillion (USD 46.66 billion) for the
current fiscal year, a move driven by the International
Monetary Fund's (IMF) demands for tax reforms to
secure a fresh loan program.

The strike exacerbates Pakistan's ongoing economic
challenges, including high inflation, a weak currency,
and a severe balance of payments crisis. Inflation hit a
record 38 percent in May 2023, adding to the urgency
of economic stabilization efforts. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Two soldiers, two police officers
killed during operation in Peshawar

(ss) OnJuly 10, two soldiers, two police officers, and
three militants were killed during a joint intelligence-
based operation in Peshawar district. The operation,
carried out by police and security forces in Hassan
Khel, targeted a "high-level terrorist."

During the operation, three militants, including the
"high-value terrorist" Commander Abdul Raheem, were
killed. Weapons and ammunition were recovered.
Abdul Raheem was actively involved in militant
activities, and he was also involved in the deaths of
Captain Hussain Jahangir and Havaldar Shafiq Ullah in
a May 26 operation. The operation avenged the
previous killings and brought the main perpetrator to
justice. Pakistan's security forces remain committed to
working alongside other law enforcement agencies to
ensure peace and stability in the country, and that the
sacrifices of their brave personnel strengthen their
resolve.

Since November 2022, Pakistan has experienced an
increase in attacks along its western border with
Afghanistan following the collapse of a fragile truce
with the Pakistani Taliban, or Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). The TTP, which has been responsible
for numerous deadly attacks since 2007, aims to
impose its strict interpretation of Islam. Islamabad
accuses the Afghan government of harboring TTP
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militants, a claim that Kabul denies. Pakistan has
consistently pledged not to negotiate with militants
and is determined to eradicate militancy within its
borders. Last month, Pakistan announced Operation
"Azm-e-Istehkam" or Resolve for Stability, a new
military campaign to eliminate militants. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Police claim foiling Muharram
attack in Karachi by arresting suspected
militant

(Im) Pakistani police announced the arrest of
Muhammad Shoaib, a key commander of the Pakistani
Taliban, known by their acronym TTP, who was
planning a suicide attack on a Muharram procession in
the southern port city of Karachi. Shoaib, involved in
multiple murder and terrorism cases, was captured by
the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) in Karachi's
Ittehad Town after a shootout. Authorities said he
intended to carry out the attack in Orangi Town,
potentially causing large-scale destruction.

Shoaib, who had a PKR 2 million (USD 7,182) bounty on
his head, planned to meet accomplices, including a
relative named Ishaq, to execute the attack. Shoaib
was also implicated in the 2021 kidnapping and
murder of 16 coal miners in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. His
arrest highlights the TTP's continued operations in
Karachi, where they have sleeper cells.

The government has heightened security measures for
Muharram, a period marked by religious processions.
Historically, militants have targeted these processions
to stoke sectarian tensions, such as the 2009 Ashura
attack in Karachi, which killed 43 people. The CTD
believes the TTP is also likely involved in the recent
killing of a deputy superintendent of police in Karachi.
[Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission to
announce presidential election date by
end of month

(Im) The Election Commission of Sri Lanka will
announce the date for the presidential election before
the end of July, as confirmed by Commission Chairman
R.M.A.L. Ratnayake. In a special media briefing,
Ratnayake assured that there will be no delays in
announcing the date. The timing will comply with the
Constitution and the President's Act. Nominations for
the Presidential election will be accepted between the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-fi/

16th and 21st of the month following the
announcement. The election itself must be held within
four to six weeks from the date of accepting
nominations. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Approval of government tripes
to 24 percent in July

(Im) The latest "Mood of the Nation" survey by Verité
Research reveals a significant increase in the Sri
Lankan government's approval rating, which has more
than tripled to 24 percent in July, up from 7 percentin
February 2024. Similarly, 28 percent of respondents
now rate the current economic conditions as 'good' or
‘excellent,' a notable rise from 9 percent in February.
Furthermore, 30 percent believe the country's
economic conditions are 'getting better,' compared to
9 percent four months ago.

This positivity matches or slightly exceeds levels from
June 2023, the highest since January 2022. The survey
was conducted with a nationally representative sample
of 1,038 adults between June 28 and July 6, with an
error margin of £3.04 percent at a 95 percent
confidence level. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Dullas Alahapperuma-led
alliance aligns with S)B

(Im) Nidahasa Janatha Sabawa (NJS) (also known as the
Freedom People's Congress), a political group in Sri
Lanka established in 2022 by Dullas Alahapperuma, G.
L. Peiris, and other former members of the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), has announced its
decision to form an alliance with the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB). This alliance was formalized through
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed by six
MPs from NJS, including G.L. Peiris and Dilan Perera.
This move is seen as an effort to strengthen the
opposition ahead of upcoming elections and to create
a significant parliamentary force under the new
coalition named “Samagi Jana Sandhanaya”. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: No seniority requirement for
next attorney-general, government tells
Bar Association
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(Im) In response to the Bar Association of Sri Lanka's
(BASL) concerns about appointing the next Attorney
General after Sanjay Rajaratnam's retirement,
President's Secretary Saman Ekanayake clarified there
is no constitutional mandate to appoint the senior-
most officer from the Attorney General's Department.
Ekanayake highlighted the President's authority under
Article 41C of the Constitution to appoint the Attorney
General with the Constitutional Council's approval,
referencing past appointments of Sarath N. Silva and
Mohan Peiris, who were chosen outside senior ranks.
He also noted the 2016 process under President
Maithripala Sirisena, where multiple candidates were
considered before Jayantha Jayasuriya was selected.

The BASL had urged for the senior-most officer to be
appointed for continuity and stability, emphasizing the
Attorney General's crucial role in upholding the rule of
law. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police under scrutiny for
allowing media to release sensitive
information in assassination case

(Im) Sri Lanka's legal community has condemned the
release of footage showing a person being questioned
by police in connection with a shooting at a tattoo
shop. This incident has raised significant concerns
about the mishandling of sensitive information and the
potential impact on ongoing investigations. Legal
experts suspect the involvement of an influential
person behind the case, leading to police releasing the
footage.

Justice Minister Wijayadasa Rajapaksha criticized the
police for this action, calling it a clear violation of the
law and suggesting the involved officers should be
suspended. The release of such information before the
completion of investigations is considered contempt of
court and increases the vulnerability of the arrested
person to retaliation.

The Committee for Protecting the Rights of Prisoners
(CPRP) plans to file a fundamental rights case on behalf
of the tattoo shop owner, arguing that the release of
the footage violates the suspect’'s fundamental rights.
Former Solicitor General Suhada Gamlath highlighted
that exposing a witness's identity compromises their
safety and violates various provisions meant to protect
witnesses.

The Victim and Witness Protection Act emphasizes the
need for respecting the dignity, privacy, and safety of
witnesses. Legal experts argue that the police’s actions
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not only undermine the rights of the arrested person
but also increase overall lawlessness and insecurity in
the country. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Non-striking teachers get salary
increment

(sa) The Sri Lankan government has granted salary
increments to non-striking teachers. Grade One
teachers received a raise of LKR 1,630 (USD 5.38),
Grade 2 (Class 1) teachers got LKR 1,335 (USD 4.41),
and Grade 111 teachers received LKR 525 (USD 1.73).
The Cabinet also approved increments for other public
sector employees who did not participate in the recent
strike. [Ceylon Daily News]

This decision comes against the larger backdrop of
significant strikes by teachers and other public sector
employees. Over 200 public sector trade unions
participated in a trade union action by reporting sick
on July 8-9. The primary demand of the protesting
unions was the extension of a special monthly
allowance of LKR 25,000 (approximately USD 825)
currently given to officers of the Executive Service
category, to all government servants. The strikes have
led to various disruptions, particularly in essential
services such as education, health, and transport.

Sri Lanka: Railway union strike halts
trains, strands thousands

(sa) A railway union strike in Sri Lanka last week halted
most train services, leaving thousands of passengers
stranded or forced to risk overcrowded trains. The
Station Masters' Union initiated the strike to demand
the filling of vacancies and the resolution of
administrative issues. Hundreds of scheduled train
journeys were canceled, leading to dangerously
overcrowded conditions on the few operational trains.
[AP_News]

Sri Lanka: Electricity tariff slashed by 22.5
percent

(Im) The Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka
(PUCSL) announced a significant reduction in electricity
tariffs, providing relief to the commercial sector.
Effective since July 16, hotels will benefit from a 26
percent tariff reduction, while industries will see a 25.3
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percent decrease. The overall reduction in electricity
tariffs stands at 22.49 percent. [Daily Mirror 1]

This decision marks a departure from previous tariff
hikes, which had increased electricity costs by up to
400 percent, burdening the industrial and tourism
sectors. The tourism sector, previously subjected to
high rates under the 'super-tariff' scheme, will now pay
reduced rates.

The private sector had long criticized the Ceylon
Electricity Board's overestimated tariff forecasts, which
led to high retail and industrial tariffs. Their concerns
are now being addressed with this tariff cut.

Sri Lanka’s apparel sector, a major export revenue
contributor, has advocated for a least-cost generation
plan and competitive power purchase agreements to
maintain competitiveness. They emphasize the need
for policies supporting renewable energy, aiming for
70 percent renewable energy generation by 2030. This
shift is essential to meet global demands for
decarbonization in supply chains and adopt renewable
energy solutions at competitive prices. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Government to assess estate
companies’ ability to pay new wages

(Im) The Sri Lankan government will evaluate
plantation companies’ ability to pay the recently
approved LKR 1,700 (USD 5.61) daily wage for workers,
which many companies have avoided citing financial
struggles. The Cabinet of Ministers has formed a
committee for this assessment and plans to fast-track
laws to revoke land leases from companies capable
but unwilling to pay the new wage.

Tea producers warn that the 70 percent wage hike may
hurt Ceylon Tea's global competitiveness. The Supreme
Court has issued an interim order halting the wage
increase following a petition from several plantation
companies, which remains until the hearing concludes.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police sergeant found dead
with gunshot injuries

(Im) In Sri Lanka, a 55-year-old police sergeant was
discovered dead with a gunshot wound at a police post
in Anuradhapura, a major city located in the country’s
north central plain. The sergeant, a resident of
Anuradhapura, was on duty at the time of the incident.
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Authorities are currently investigating to determine
whether the death was due to suicide or foul play.
[Daily Mirror]

Passengers were shown clinging precariously to the
sides of trains, while others chose to return home. [AP
News]

Sri Lanka: Urgent need for country to
integrate into global value chain,
economist says

(Im) Subhashini Abeysinghe, Research Director at
Verité Research, emphasized the urgent need for Sri
Lanka to integrate into the global value chain to
achieve its growth ambitions amidst ongoing global
economic challenges. Speaking at a youth forum on
export transformation, she highlighted the necessity of
looking beyond short-term solutions, as current global
opportunities won't wait for Sri Lanka.

Abeysinghe stressed the importance of creating an
enabling environment and reducing bureaucratic red
tape, areas where Sri Lanka has lagged behind, even
compared to some of the least developed countries.
She pointed out that while most developing countries
have implemented around 60 percent of trade
facilitation measures mandated by the World Trade
Organization, Sri Lanka has only implemented about
28 percent.

She warned that without serious efforts to boost trade,
Sri Lanka risks missing out on significant export
transformation opportunities and repeating past
mistakes. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Customs concerned about
finance ministry’s decision to block ADB-
recommended container yard

(sa) Sri Lanka Customs has expressed concerns over
the Finance Ministry's decision to not approve a
proposed container clearing yard project that was
recommended by an Asian Development Bank (ADB)
study in 2020. This project was seen as a potential
solution to the severe cargo congestion at Colombo
Port, which results in significant daily financial losses
and time inefficiencies.

There is speculation among Customs Trade Unions
that the Finance Ministry's rejection of the project
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might be influenced by private cargo yard owners, who
could see the new facility as a threat to their business.
Despite several attempts to obtain a statement from
State Minister of Finance Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, there
has been no response. [Daily Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Military aircraft missing

(dgl) A Cambodian military helicopter went missing on
July 12 during a training exercise in the Cardamom
Mountains amid bad weather, the Defence Ministry
announced on July 13.

The Chinese-made Z-9 helicopter, with at least two
people aboard, lost contact with the air force
headquarters. Rescue teams began searching the
rugged, rainforest-covered area, but the helicopter has
not yet been found.

This incident follows a history of helicopter accidents in
Cambodia, including a 2014 crash of a Z-9 that killed
four soldiers and a 2008 crash that claimed the lives of
the chief policeman, deputy army commander, and
two pilots. [The Straits Times]

Meanwhile, the defense ministry dismissed claims in
media outlets and social media that seven instead of 2
were missing and that the missing military helicopter
has been found in the Cardamom Mountains in
southwestern Cambodia affirming that the search is
ongoing. [Khmer Times 1] [Khmer Times 2]
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Cambodia: Chinese EV manufacturer to
establish assembly plant

(dqgl) Chinese electric car manufacturer BYD plans to
open an assembly plant in Cambodia with a capacity of
20,000 units per year for both domestic supply and
export, as announced during a meeting between Prime
Minister Hun Manet and Liu Xueliang, CEO of BYD Asia
Pacific's Auto Sales Division, on July 13.

The exact timeline for the plant's construction has not
been disclosed, but Hun Manet indicated that it should
start soon.

BYD sees Cambodia as a strategic location to supply
EVs to neighboring countries. The project aligns with
Cambodia's government policy to attract major
manufacturers and boost exports.

The factory is expected to enhance Cambodia's image,
generate tax revenue, create jobs, and potentially
lower domestic car prices.

In the first half of the year, Cambodia approved 190
investment projects worth USD 3.2 billion, creating
over 168,000 new jobs. The Cambodian government
recently launched the National Policy on Electric
Vehicle (EV) Development 2024-2030, aiming to have
770,000 electric vehicles registered by 2030, including
at least 30,000 cars and heavy vehicles.

As of June, Cambodia had 1,614 registered electric
cars, with new registrations up 508% in the first six
months of the year compared to the same period last
year. [The Nation]

Cambodia: Payment firm receives crypto
stolen by North Korean hackers

(dgl) Cambodian payments firm Huione Pay received
over USD 150,000 in cryptocurrency from a digital
wallet linked to the North Korean hacking group
Lazarus, according to blockchain data reviewed by
Reuters.

The Phnom Penh-based company offers currency
exchange, payments, and remittance services. The
transactions occurred between June 2023 and
February 2024, showing how the collective launders
funds in Southeast Asia.

The crypto was sent from an anonymous wallet used
by Lazarus to deposit stolen funds from three crypto
companies via phishing attacks in mid-2023. [Reuters]
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Cambodia: Protest against investment
tycoon staged in land fraud case

(dql) Over 230 people, representing 1,094 families,
took to the streets in Phnom Penh on July 14 to protest
against a USD 100 million land fraud that affects
thousands of Cambodian families.

The protesters filed a complaint with the Phnom Penh
Municipal Court against Hy Kimhong, investment
tycoon and Chairman of Piphup Deimeas Investment
Co., Ltd., accused of complicity in the fraud. He has
been charged with "aggravated fraud" under Article
380 of the Penal Code.

The fraud has left many victims in debt after borrowing
money from banks to invest in the company's land
project, which promised but never delivered monthly
returns. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: President-elect Prabowo eyes
major debt increase

(rm) Indonesia’s incoming president, Prabowo
Subianto, plans to increase the national debt to 50
percent of GDP to fund ambitious spending programs,
contingent on boosting tax revenue, according to his
advisor and brother, Hashim Djojohadikusumo.

Despite Indonesia's current debt-to-GDP ratio of 39
percent, Hashim believes the country can maintain its
investment-grade rating at 50 percent. The new
administration's borrowing strategy marks a shift from
outgoing President Joko Widodo's conservative fiscal
policies.

Key spending initiatives include a USD28 billion free
lunch program for schoolchildren and pregnant
mothers, expected to stimulate the economy and add
1.2 percentage points to GDP. Prabowo's
administration aims to achieve 8 percent annual
growth through infrastructure projects and food
production expansion.

Efforts to increase revenue will include establishing a
state revenue agency, cutting subsidies, and selling
state assets. Hashim maintains that raising the debt
aligns with regional standards and believes Indonesia
will retain its investment grade.

Economists caution that a 50 percent debt ratio could
exceed the legal budget deficit limit of 3 percent and
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affect the rupiah. [Financial Times]

Indonesia: Golkar proposes running mate
for Kaesang in Jakarta election

(si) The Golkar Party, the second largest party in the
House of Representatives and part of the governing
coalition, plans to nominate businessman Jusuf Hamka
as the running mate for Kaesang Pangarep, President
Joko Widodo's youngest son, if Kaesang decides to run
in the upcoming Jakarta gubernatorial election on 27
November, according to party chairman Airlangga
Hartarto.

Airlangga, who is also the chief economic minister,
stated that Jusuf, known as Babah Alun, has extensive
experience in infrastructure development, which is a
significant challenge for Jakarta. The party will fully
support Kaesang's candidacy and intends to evaluate
the electability of potential candidates through various
polls before finalizing their decision.

Kaesang is the chairman of the Indonesian Solidarity
Party (PSI), which is also part of the ruling coalition. He
expressed his gratitude for Golkar's support and
mentioned his ongoing discussions with other political
parties, including the Indonesian Democratic Party of
Struggle (PDI-P) and the Prosperous Justice Party (PKS).
[JakartaGlobe]

Golkar, Indonesia's oldest operating party, was the
official government party during Suharto's centralized,
authoritarian regime and supported his policies.
Despite Suharto's ouster in 1998, Golkar has
maintained significant political influence by reforming
its image and sidelining those closely tied to Suharto
and the military. Known for its economic liberalization
policies and technical expertise, Golkar enjoys
widespread support across Indonesia, though internal
factional conflicts have weakened its unity. [Carnegie]

Indonesia: Minister assures infrastructure
ready for Independence Day Ceremony in
Nusantara Capital

(si) The government will hold Indonesia’s 79th
Independence Day ceremony in the new Nusantara
Capital City (IKN) on August 17 as confirmed by
Minister of Public Works and Housing Basuki
Hadimuljono in an online press conference in Jakarta.
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Basuki stated that necessary infrastructure, including
water, electricity, and internet, is ready. Additionally,
several ministerial buildings and the 190-room
Nusantara Hotel will be prepared to host the event.
Although toll roads in IKN are still under construction
due to land issues, the IKN Airport with its 2,200-
meter-long runway is expected to be ready by the
ceremony date.

Outdoor construction will be halted temporarily from
August 10 to prepare for the ceremony, while interior
work will continue. The flag-raising squad will arrive on
August 10, prompting a halt in construction activities.
Workers will not be sent home; instead, they will
engage in alternative activities like certification
training. The celebration will take place in both IKN and
Jakarta.

President Jokowi's planned move to IKN in July 2024
has been postponed due to incomplete infrastructure.
Jokowi confirmed that he received a report from
Minister Basuki indicating that his office at IKN is not
yet ready. The move will proceed once all necessary
infrastructure, including water and electricity, is in
place. [Tempo]

Indonesia: Former Agriculture Minister
Syahrul Yasin Limpo sentenced to ten
years for corruption

(rm) Syahrul Yasin Limpo (SYL), former agriculture
minister, has been sentenced to ten years in prison by
the Central Jakarta Corruption Court for extortion
within his ministry. The court also imposed a fine of
approximately USD 20,000 USD on SYL. Moreover, SYL
must pay compensation, which will be recovered
through the auction of his confiscated assets if unpaid.
The court found SYL guilty of repeatedly committing
acts of corruption.

The charges against SYL arose from a corruption case
involving extortion and receiving bribes totaling
approximately USD 2.9 million USD between 2020 and
2023. The extorted funds were used for personal and
family purposes. [Tempo]

Indonesia: Cybersecurity tightened
following ransomware attack

(si) The recent cyberattack on Indonesia's national data
system (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1) has prompted the
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country to enhance its cyber resilience and review its
digital technology policies. Coordinating Minister for
Political, Legal, and Security Affairs Hadi Tjahjanto
announced plans to improve digital security and
reinforce the national data center's system capabilities
with robust back-ups. The Ministry of Communication
and Informatics is set to implement stricter digital
security measures from August to September 2024.

The ransomware attack, which began on June 17 and
lasted almost a week, disrupted 282 institutions,
including immigration and educational services. The
hacker initially demanded a USD 8 million ransom. The
incident led to public calls for the resignation of the
Communication and Informatics Minister due to the
perceived failure to protect public data.

In another response, the financial sector in Indonesia
is bolstering its cybersecurity measures, with the
Financial Services Authority issuing new guidelines to
enhance data protection and risk management.
Additionally, the Indonesian Internet Service Providers
Association (APJIl) is forming a task force to focus on
cybersecurity and prevent negative impacts from
technological advancements. [TheSun]

Laos: New Vietjet MRO facility to be built

(dql) Vietnamese low-cost airline Vietjet plans to
establish its own MRO (maintenance, repair, and
operations) facilities in Laos. This follows an agreement
with the Lao Ministry of Public Works and Transport to
enhance air transport connectivity between the two
countries.

Under the agreement, Vietjet will collaborate with the
Department of Civil Aviation of Laos on aviation
projects, aiming to create up to 2,500 new aviation
jobs. The Vietjet Aviation Academy will oversee
workforce training to international aviation standards.
In turn, the Lao Civil Aviation Department will provide
administrative, legal, and facility support.

In 2023, Vietjet and Lao Airlines launched a regional
aircraft maintenance center. Earlier in 2024, Vietjet
inaugurated its first route between Vietnam and Laos,
linking Ho Chi Minh City and Vientiane, facilitating
further connections to various countries including
Australia, India, South Korea, and Japan.

Vietnam is a significant investor in Laos, with 255 active
projects totaling USD 5.5 billion, focusing on transport,
tourism, and technology. [Aviation Business News]
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Malaysia: Prime Minister defends his
Indian community policy

(oc/dql) Prime Minister Anwar has refuted accusations
of neglecting the Indian community in Malaysia and
reaffirmed his Unity Government's commitment to the
community, highlighting recent allocations aimed at
improving their socio-economic status. This includes
MYR 100 million (USD 24 million) to the Malaysian
Indian Transformation Unit (Mitra) and additional
funds to support small Indian traders through
entrepreneur development institution TEKUN Nasional
and Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia, the country’s largest
microcredit organization.

Anwar stated that these initiatives reflect the
government's responsiveness to feedback from
community leaders and its dedication to addressing
their concerns. He also outlined efforts to enhance
opportunities for Indian children in education and
vocational training, including scholarships previously
focused on the Malay community but now extended to
Indians. Moreover, Anwar underscored the importance
of cultural and language diversity in education,
advocating for the inclusion of Tamil alongside Malay,
Chinese, and Arabic languages in Malaysian schools.
[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Prime Minister expresses
confidence in his economic policy

(oc) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim highlighted the early
successes of Malaysia's “MADANI Economy:
Empowering the People” initiative and recent policy
reforms in his address on July 9 at the Budget 2025
Engagement Session, that marked the start of the
Budget 2025 preparation process and attended more
than 400 representatives from ministries, associations,
business councils, economists, scientists, NGOs, and
international organizations. [Eurocham Malaysia]

Anwar pointed to positive economic indicators,
including a 4.2 percent GDP growth in Q1 2024, up
from 3.0 percent in Q4 2023. Malaysia's sovereign
credit ratings from S&P Global Ratings and Fitch
Ratings remained stable at A- and BBB+, respectively.
He also cited achievements such as the recovery of
goods exports, the stock exchange surpassing 1,600
points, and reaching a historic market capitalization
milestone of MYR 2 trillion (USD 428 billion) this year.
Approved direct investments in 2023 saw a significant
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increase, reaching nearly MYR 329.5 billion (USD 71
billion), a 23 percent rise from 2022.

Reflecting on new policies introduced in 2023,
including the New Industrial Master Plan 2030 (NIMP
2030) and the National Energy Transition Roadmap,
Anwar acknowledged ongoing structural challenges.
He highlighted efforts such as the Fiscal Responsibility
Act and measures to enhance governance.

Looking ahead, Anwar emphasized Malaysia's
participation in economic alliances such as APEC,
CPTPP, and FTAs with various nations, including
potential memberships in BRICS and the OECD. These
initiatives are aimed at fostering favorable conditions
for both local and international entrepreneurs, traders,
and investors.[Bernama]

The Madani Economy Framework is part of the Madani
concept, under which the government prioritizes six
integrated components, including sustainability, care
and compassion, respect, innovation, prosperity and
trust.

Malaysia: Hearing of former Prime
Minister Najib's appeal on house arrest
Decision scheduled for October 7

(dqgl) The Malaysian court has scheduled October 7 for
the hearing of jailed former Prime Minister Najib
Razak's appeal. He seeks to overturn the dismissal of
his request to serve his sentence under house arrest.

Earlier this month, the Kuala Lumpur High Court
rejected Najib's legal attempt to secure a document
enabling him to serve the remainder of his prison
sentence under house arrest.

In January, Najib's 12-year prison sentence for
corruption was halved following a decision of the
Federal Territories Pardon Board (see AiR No. 6,
February/2024,1).

Najib, who served as prime minister from 2009 to
2018, was convicted for money laundering, abuse of
power and other charges in 2020 related to the
scandal surrounding the 1TMDB, the Malaysian
sovereign wealth fund that was systematically
embezzled.
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Malaysia: Surge in EV registrations
recorded for first half of the year

(dgl) According to the Road Transportation
Department, Malaysia has experienced a significant
141.85 percent year-on-year increase in electric vehicle
(EV) registrations, totaling 10,663 units in the first sizx
months this year.

The trend towards EVs over hybrids is evident, with
more registrations observed for battery electric
vehicles in recent months.

The Malaysian government continues to support EV
adoption with tax breaks and road tax waivers until
2025, while local automakers are gearing up to
introduce affordable locally assembled EVs by 2025.
[The Investor]

Malaysia: Rights groups oppose
government’s Citizenship Amendments
Bill

(oc) A coalition of NGOs and activists has initiated a
counter-proposal to Malaysia's government-sponsored
2024 Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, slated for second
reading in the ongoing session of the House of
Representatives. The Malaysian Citizenship Rights
Alliance (MCRA) announced it would distribute its
alternative amendments to every minister and MP on
July 12, adding that it is prepared to engage with the
government on these suggestions.

MCRA emphasizes concerns over the proposed
amendments, which include tougher citizenship
criteria and exclusion of retrospective application for
children born overseas to Malaysian mothers.
Maintaining that these changes could adversely affect
stateless Indigenous Malaysians, adopted children, and
those born out of wedlock, the NGO has urged the
government to separate the amendments concerning
mothers from the regressive ones and proposed
delaying these for further review and consultation.

Their proposal calls for expedited citizenship
application processes, DNA testing for paternity
verification, recognition of adopted foreign children as
Malaysian, and other procedural improvements. [Free
Malaysia Today]

Meanwhile, the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(Suhakam) plans to voice its objections to these
amendments in a memorandum to the Conference of
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Rulers on July 16. The Conference of Rulers is a council
comprising the nine rulers of the Malay states, and the
governors of the other four states. [The Strait Times]

Malaysia: House of Representatives
approves bill on border control agency

(dqgl) On July 16, the House of Representatives, the
lower house in Malaysia’'s bicameral legislative system,
passed the Malaysia Border Control and Protection
Agency Bill 2024, aimed at establishing the Malaysia
Checkpoints and Border Agency (MCBA).

The bill, initially introduced on July 9, outlines MCBA's
functions and powers related to border control and
protection, while also ensuring that offences under
state laws in Sabah and Sarawak are enforced,
investigated, and prosecuted by respective state
authorities.

The MCBA will assume the responsibilities currently
managed by agencies at the country's entry points,
excluding duties and tax collection managed by the
Royal Malaysian Customs Department (JKDM). The new
agency will not affect functions related to
interpretation or collection of duties, managed by
various other departments such as the Immigration
Department (JIM), Malaysian Quarantine and
Inspection Services Department, Road Transport
Department, Wildlife and National Parks Department,
and Ministry of Health.

Approximately 13,720 positions from existing agencies
managing entry points will transition to roles within
MCBA. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Junta troops race to retain
upper Mandalay

(tl) Fighting intensified in villages north and south of
the strategic town of Madaya in upper Mandalay
Region as resistance groups launched coordinated
offensives on Myanmar military targets. The attacks
show resistance allies pushing "Operation 1027", which
began in northern Shan State late last year, south,
after expanding to Mandalay's Mogoke Township late
last month.

Madaya is considered critical for defending Mandalay
from attacks from the north and lies on National
Highway 31, a major transport route in central and
northeast Myanmar linking Mandalay city with Kachin
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State’s capital, Myitkyina.

Resistance forces attacked junta positions in Htee Taw
Moe village, to the north of Madaya, and junta
checkpoints in North and South Tangar villages.
Around 100 regime soldiers and members of affiliated
"Pyu Saw Htee militias" were sent to reinforce north
and south Tangar, while displaced civilians are not
allowed to pass Shwe Kyin checkpoint outside Madaya
town.

The Madaya People Defence Force (PDF) has captured
11 junta positions, including police stations, in rural
areas of Madaya and Singu townships. The regime
blockaded Madaya town after fighting broke out on
June 25 along the Mandalay-Mogoke Road.

About 80 percent of Madaya's residents have fled the
town, and sections of National Highway 31 linking
Madaya, Singu, and Thabeikkyin townships in upper
Mandalay have been closed since fighting between
resistance and junta forces broke out on June 25. Local
residents of Madaya Township said "Madaya is almost
deserted now. Only junta soldiers and a few residents
are left in the town. Junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee
militia members are deployed in high-rise buildings in
the town.” Myanmar military troops in camouflage
were reportedly deployed near almost all bridges along
the Madaya-Mandalay Road. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military coup-leaders continue
to discuss election plans despite amid
increasing conflicts

(tl) Despite the intensifying resistance battles against
the coup in Myanmar, the coup junta head, Min Aung
Hlaing, insists that the general elections will proceed as
planned. The nationwide population census, a crucial
step in pre-election preparations, will be implemented
starting in early October.

The junta will focus on urban areas, as 70 percent of
Myanmar is under threat of war and active armed
conflict. The census will use a computer-aided system
for recording individual information and will be
conducted door-to-door by census staff using mobile
tablets.

The junta has begun erecting billboards in urban areas
to promote and educate the public about the
upcoming population census. However, in areas where
resistance warfare is strong, the junta can only carry
out such activities in a few downtown areas. In Arakan
(Rakhine) State and northern Shan State, where the
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fighting is intense, the junta has not initiated any pre-
election planning including the census.

The junta has allowed 49 political parties to register for
the election under its amended Political Parties
Registration Law. In response to escalating conflicts,
the junta has activated the conscription law to bolster
its dwindling manpower.

“Operation 1027" has been reactivated, leading to
renewed fighting in northern Shan State and setbacks
in Arakan State due to the ongoing offensive by the
Arakha Army. Operation 1027 is a military offensive
conducted by the Three Brotherhood Alliance, a
military coalition composed of three ethnic armed
groups in Myanmar: the Arakan Army (AA), Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and
Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), allied with
other rebel forces in the country, against the
Myanmar's ruling military junta. [Burma News
International]

Myanmar: Ta’ang National Liberation
Army accuses Shan armed group of
disrupting major anti-junta operation

(tl) The Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has

accused the Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP) of

intentionally disrupting "Operation 1027", a military
offensive of an alliance of ethnic armies against the
Myanmar junta in northern Shan State.

TNLA resumed Operation 1027 in several townships in
northern Shan State and northern Mandalay Region on
June 25 after the collapse of a China-brokered
ceasefire. Since then, it has seized over 30 junta bases
and taken control of towns including Kyaukme and
Nawnghkio in northern Shan.

Shan State Progressive Party - Shan State Army
(SSPP/SSA) troops blocked and attacked TNLA soldiers
visiting a frontline base near Noung Pain Village in
Kyaukme Township, killing a TNLA staff officer, two
TNLA battalion commanders, and three resistance
comrades. TNLA claimed that SSPP-SSA group
ambushed three TNLA troops transporting detained
regime soldiers from a seized junta base to Kyaukme
town, killing Captain Nay Oak, the TNLA commander in
Hsipaw Township, and a junta detainee.

TNLA condemned the SSPP/SSA's effort to disrupt the
alliance’s offensive and called for an immediate end to
it. It also told local Shan media that SSPP troops had
seized 25 weapons from the Kyaukme District People’s
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Defense Force, a resistance group allied with the TNLA,
while detaining over 20 TNLA troops.

The SSPP has frequently announced that it will join
hands with organizations and ethnic groups who want
a federal union and fight the military regime but has
yet to engage in any fighting against the regime. [The
[rrawaddy] [CNI Myanmar]

Myanmar: Ta'ang National Liberation
Army and its People's Defense Force (PDF)
allied seized military bases

(tl) The Mandalay People's Defense Force (PDF) has
seized 11 Myanmar Junta's military bases in Singu
Township, Mandalay Region, in eight days to control
the Mandalay-Mogoke road. The attacks by the Ta'ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) and its PDF allies
began on June 30. The PDF has detained Lieutenant
Colonel Hlaing Htun Aung and 15 other junta troops.
Pro-junta Phyu Saw Htee militias have been
surrendering.

The PDF has also been on the offensive in Madaya
Township since June 25 with 25 junta positions falling.
The PDF is also attacking junta targets in Pyin Oo Lwin,
Mogoke, Patheingyi, Amarapura, and Thabeikkyin
townships. The PDF is also participating in Ta'ang
National Liberation Army offensives in northern Shan
State. The PDF was founded in February 2021 in TNLA
territory in northern Shan State. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Karen National Union accuses
junta of circulating misinformation

(thThe Karen National Union (KNU) and its armed wing,
the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), have
accused Myanmar regime's proxy media of spreading
misinformation to disintegrate them. On July 3, some
of the junta's propaganda Telegram channels began
spreading news of an intense power dispute among
KNU leadership.

KNU official Padoh Saw Kale Say stated that they were
merely misinformation. Myanmar junta has
consistently used the tactic of spreading
misinformation to deceive the public.

KNU, a pivotal entity in the post-coup revolutionary
movement against military dictatorship, is increasingly
targeted by misinformation spread across digital
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platforms. Research indicates that the KNU/KNLA
leadership is in crisis, with the junta intensifying
crackdowns on the use of Virtual Private Networks
(VPNSs) to block public access to independent news
outlets. KNU stated that the junta's attempts to spread
false information were futile efforts to disrupt unity
within the organization and create divisions. [karen
New][EBO Myanmar]

Myanmar: 700 Sittwe residents arrested in
two months by military

(th) In May and June, the military in Arakan State
arrested at least 700 locals in Sittwe Township,
releasing around 300 and detaining the remaining 400.
Additionally, the junta detained 46 residents of
Amyintkyun Village, releasing all but eight on July 3.

The junta has conducted surprise raids in villages,
arresting individuals they deem suspicious and
carrying out mass arrests, reportedly under the pretext
of checking overnight guest lists. Some detainees face
charges under Section 17(A) for alleged ties to the
Arakan Army (AA). The junta has forced residents from
14 villages to relocate to downtown areas, leading to
livelihood crises and heightened security concerns.

Sittwe has become inhospitable due to severe
oppression and bullying by junta troops. Military
tensions are escalating as the junta tightens security
and the Arakan Army blocks the town's logistic routes.
[Development Media Group] [Burma New
International]

Myanmar: Military council convenes
confidential meeting with private bank
leaders

(tl) The Myanmar junta has summoned chairpersons of
all private banks in the country to a "confidential"
meeting to discuss banking issues. Chair of the junta-
controlled Central Bank of Myanmar, along with the
secretary and joint secretary of the junta’s governing
body, the State Administration Council - Lieutenant
General Aung Lin Dwe and Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo,
respectively - and the minister for home affairs Lt-Gen
Yar Pyae joined the meeting.

The junta announced earlier this month that
executives at seven private banks, including Yoma,
AYA, and UAB, face administrative action for allowing
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their banks to exceed the central bank's limit on
housing loans they can extend. Officials at the central
bank will also be punished for failing to properly
supervise the banks.

The meeting is expected to be followed by a rice
meeting, followed by an oil meeting, and the market is
speculating about what will happen next. The central
bank's procedure has been discussed, and action may
be taken step by step. Roma Bank Chairman Serge Pat
said that it is almost certain that action will be taken.

The market in Myanmar also has been severely
impacted by the military council's secret meeting with
bankers, which led to the closure of KBZ online and
Kpay. A Myanmar businessman explained the
consequences of the leak and how people started
withdrawing money during the crisis.

The most used online banking platform in Myanmar,
KBZ, has been stopped. This has caused widespread
panic and uncertainty across the country. The crisis
began three or four weeks ago when Roma Bank
chairman Serge Pang was arrested in connection with
the Bangkok condo case. Since then, seven banks have
issued more than the specified amount of loans
related to home loans, leading to increased gold, silver,
and dollar prices in the market. [Voice of America]

Myanmar has been hit by soaring inflation since the
military coup in 2021, and the regime's attempts to
cool inflation have failed spectacularly. Last year, the
regime blamed banks for the country's currency crisis,
accusing bankers of disloyalty. Since the
announcement that executives at seven banks face
administrative penalties and that some have been
detained or interrogated, individual and corporate
customers of banks have faced limits on withdrawals
from their banks. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta detains crony tycoon
Serge Pun of the Yoma Bank Strategic
Holding Company

(tl) The Myanmar military regime has detained
prominent crony tycoon Serge Pun, along with senior
executives of his Yoma Bank and Yoma Strategic
Holdings Ltd., since last month.

They are accused of violating financial regulations by
providing mortgages through his bank to Myanmar
nationals buying condos in Thailand and by offering
total housing loans worth more than is allowed by the
Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM).
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This is the second time the 71-year-old has been
questioned by the regime. In early June, he was
interrogated for providing mortgages to buy condos in
Thailand. He was released after a few days but "he was
in bad shape," according to a source close to the
family.

Serge Pun, also known as U Theim Wai, chairs the
conglomerate Yoma Group, which has interests in
various sectors. In July 2023, he faced a public backlash
after a video clip was leaked in which he said he felt
reassured that Myanmar's ongoing anti-regime armed
resistance groups were not fighting in Naypyitaw. His
comments were widely seen as reflecting the views of
owners of conglomerates who cooperate with the
junta, who want to see the regime keep control of
urban areas and Naypyitaw, the capital, where their
business interests are focused. In November 2022, he
was awarded the title Thiri Pyanchi for his outstanding
contributions to the Union of Myanmar.

Yoma Strategic Holdings has stated that Pun is
cooperating with authorities in Naypyitaw on bank
business matters. A foreign businessman close to
Pun's family confirmed that Pun is in custody and still
being interrogated. A source close to First Myanmar
Investment confirmed that Pun and his executives
remain in detention in Naypyitaw and are still being
interrogated.

Yoma Strategic Holdings denied involvement in
providing mortgages to Myanmar nationals to buy
condos in Thailand. Yoma Bank is among seven private
banks that faced administrative action for exceeding
the Central Bank of Myanmar's limit on the total value
of housing loans they can provide. [Bloomberg]
[Myanmar Now][The Business Times]

Myanmar: Navy Chief of steps down after
just six months

(tl) Myanmar Navy Commander-in-Chief Vice Admiral
Zwe Win Myint has resigned six months after being
appointed to the top post. The reason for Zwe Win
Myint's resignation is unknown, but health reasons are
widely seen as unlikely. He was appointed in January
after his predecessor, Moe Aung, was transferred to a
ministerial post and appointed as a national security
advisor.

Zwe Win Myint joined the army and air force in shelling
resistance troops in Rakhine State, where the Arakan
Army launched a successful offensive in November.
The navy saw little combat after the February 2021


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-gi/

coup until the Arakan Army launched its offensive. Zwe
Win Myint told junior naval officers that the navy was
risking life and limb to fulfill military objectives
together with the army and air force.

However, under his leadership, the navy's assistance
did not change the direction of the war in Rakhine, as
the regime continued losing towns to the Arakan Army
and increasing civilian casualties due to indiscriminate
shelling of coastal villages. [The Irrawaddy] [EBO
Myanmar]

Philippines: Lower house gearing up for
budget deliberations

(Im) In the Philippines, the House of Representatives is
preparing for the deliberation of the Marcos Jr.
administration's proposed national budget for 2025,
which amounts to PHP 6.352 trillion (approximately
USD 177.5 billion). Earlier this month, a seminar was
conducted for the chiefs of staff of congressmen to
discuss the intricacies of budget evaluation and
analysis, aimed at facilitating informed decision-
making and enhancing strategic planning and
legislative procedures.

House Speaker Martin Romualdez stated that the
national budget or the National Expenditure Program
is a priority for the chamber. The House aims to pass
the proposed budget under the 2025 General
Appropriation Bill before Congress takes a break in
September. The budget will prioritize funding for
agriculture, education, modernization and welfare of
the armed forces, infrastructure, and the
administration's legacy projects. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Election Commission chief
eyes lawsuit against accusers

(Im) Philippine Commission on Elections (COMELEC)
Chairman George Garcia is considering filing a criminal
complaint against those he claims are attempting to
tarnish his reputation and the credibility of COMELEC.
Garcia has been accused of owning PHP 1 billion (USD
18.6 million) in foreign accounts, which he has denied,
labeling the documents presented by former Caloocan
congressman Edgar Erice as falsified and spurious.

Garcia suspects a larger group is orchestrating the
attacks against him and COMELEC, intending to
influence the pending Supreme Court case against the
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poll body and Miru Systems. In the case, the apex court
COMELEC and the joint venture led by Miru Systems to
comment on a petition challenging the validity of a
multi-billion peso contract. This contract, valued at PHP
17.9 billion (USD 320 million), involves the lease of
automated counting machines for the 2025 national
and local elections. The petition seeks to annul this
contract, alleging violations of the law on automated
elections. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Justice Secretary Remulla
makes first public appearance in four
months

(Im) Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin "Boying" Remulla
made his first public appearance on July 10, after a
four-month hiatus due to health issues. His last public
appearance was on March 4, when he announced
charges against fugitive preacher Apollo Quiboloy.
Remulla had previously disclosed complications from a
heart bypass surgery. [PhilStar]

Philippines: No ruling yet on anti-dynasty
bill petitions, Supreme Court clarifies

(Im) In the Philippines, the Supreme Court (SC) clarified
on July 12 that it has not yet issued a decision
compelling Congress to pass an anti-political dynasty
law, contradicting recent reports. The confusion arose
from a report suggesting that the SC would force
Congress to define political dynasties.

Lawyers and the militant party-list group Bayan Muna
have previously petitioned the SC to compel Congress
to pass an anti-dynasty law. A 2012 study revealed that
a significant portion of government positions is held by
members of political dynasties, with 31.3 percent of
congressmen and 23.1 percent of governors from 1995
to 2007 being replaced by relatives. Additionally, 40
percent of provinces have a governor and
congressman who are related. [Philippine News
Agency]

Philippines: Several education officials
resign ahead of leadership change

(Im) In the Philippines, several officials from the
Department of Education (DepEd) have resigned ahead
of incoming secretary Sen. Sonny Angara's assumption
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of office. Although the exact number, ranks, and
reasons for the resignations are unclear, Angara
confirmed that he had been informed of the
resignations but has yet to review the documents.

This development occurs just days before Vice
President Sara Duterte is set to officially hand over the
leadership of DepEd to Angara on July 18. Despite
Duterte's commitment to a smooth transition, Angara
acknowledged that he has not yet met with her since
her resignation notice was filed. He plans to meet with
her during the turnover ceremony to seek her advice
based on her experience as the education secretary
over the past two years. [PhilStar]

Vice President Duterte announced her resignation
from her roles as Secretary of the DepEd and Vice
Chairperson of the National Task Force to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict on June 19. Duterte did not
provide specific reasons for her resignation, but
observers suggested that the resignation stems from
growing tensions and a power struggle between the
Marcos and Duterte camps.

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. urged to
fast-track FOI, other measures to
materialize investment pledges

(Im) The Makati Business Club (MBC), a prominent
business association in the Philippines, has called on
President Marcos Jr. to accelerate the passage of
several key legislative measures to convert the
investment pledges secured during his foreign trips
into real investments. Acknowledging Marcos’ efforts
to position the Philippines as an attractive investment
destination, the MBC highlighted that reforms in
governance, ease of doing business, skills
development, and infrastructure improvements are
necessary to enhance the country’s competitiveness.

The MBC identified several measures that should be
prioritized, including the Apprenticeship Program
Reform (Senate Bill No. 2491), the Enterprise-Based
Education and Training Framework Act (Senate Bill No.
2587), the Philippine Downstream Natural Gas Industry
Development Act (Senate Bill No. 2247), the People's
Freedom of Information (Senate Bill No. 1006), and
amendments to the Right-of-Way Act. The People’s
Freedom of Information bill aims to establish
guidelines for public disclosure of government
transactions, while the natural gas industry act seeks
to develop the sector. The apprenticeship and
enterprise-based education bills focus on enhancing
workforce skills. [PhilStar]
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Philippines: Court finds ex-PNU president
negligent but trashes graft case over ad
deal

(Im) The Sandiganbayan, the Philippines' anti-graft
court, dismissed a graft case against former Philippine
Normal University (PNU) president Ester Ogena due to
insufficient evidence but found her liable for
negligence regarding a 2011 advertorial deal with
Foreign Policy Magazine made without public bidding.
In a ruling on July 12, the court stated that Ogena could
face administrative charges for "gross inexcusable
negligence" for approving the P1.1 million (USD 18,700)
contract with Universal News Limited before consulting
PNU's bids and awards committee.

Despite Ogena'’s justification that the deal aimed to
attract foreign students by reaching top global
companies and institutions, the court highlighted her
long public service experience, implying she should
have known proper procurement procedures.
However, there was no proof of undue injury or
unwarranted advantage to the supplier, essential for a
graft conviction.

The Office of the Ombudsman had filed the graft case
in 2019 against Ogena and three PNU officials for using
PNU's special trust fund for the advertorial without the
board of regents' approval. The Sandiganbayan
dismissed the case against Ogena'’s co-accused in
February 2023, noting they simply followed her orders.
[Rappler]

Philippines: Conviction required in
compensation for unjust imprisonment,
Supreme Court affirms

(Im) In the Philippines’, the Supreme Court has ruled
that a conviction is required for an individual to claim
compensation for unjust imprisonment. This decision
affirmed the Department of Justice Board of Claims'
denial of Main Mohammad's compensation claim.

Mohammad was acquitted of two counts of murder
and piracy after being detained since 2017. His charges
were dismissed in 2019 due to lack of evidence. He
argued that the conjunction "and" in Section 3(a) of
Republic Act 7309 should be interpreted as "or" to
avoid injustice. However, the Board of Claims and the
Supreme Court maintained that all elements—unjust
accusation, conviction, imprisonment, and subsequent
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acquittal—are required cumulatively for
compensation. The apex court emphasized that
Mohammad's case lacked a conviction, and therefore,
he was not eligible for compensation under the law.
[PhilStar]

Philippines: Court convicts Rep. Castro,
ex-Rep. Ocampo for endangering minors

A court in Davao del Norte has convicted Rep. France
Castro and former Rep. Satur Ocampo of endangering
minors in 2018, sentencing them to up to six years in
prison. The Tagum City Regional Trial Court found
them guilty under the Special Protection of Children
Against Abuse, Exploitation, and Discrimination Act.
They, along with 11 others, were sentenced to four to
six years and ordered to pay PHP 10,000 (USD 170) in
civil indemnity and PHP 10,000 (USD 170) in moral
damages to each of the 14 minors involved, with an
interest rate of 6 percent per annum until fully paid.

The case arose from a 2018 mission where the accused
claimed they aimed to rescue Lumad schools and
teachers from a paramilitary blockade in Talaingod,
Davao del Norte. The court, however, ruled that they
endangered the children by taking them on an
unsecured road, risking harm from government troops
or New People's Army guerrillas.

Castro and Ocampo argued that the mission was
necessary to protect the children from harassment,
but the court found no valid justification for moving
the students. Save Our Schools, a network of child-
focused organizations, had previously rejected military
claims that Lumad schools were recruiting grounds for
communist rebels, arguing that the children and
teachers were fleeing paramilitary harassment.

The convicted individuals, part of the progressive
Makabayan bloc in the House of Representatives,
called the decision unjust and vowed to appeal,
claiming the true perpetrators of the school closures
and harassment were never investigated. [PhilStar]
[ABS CBN]

Philippines: Government seek inquiry into
fake passports

(Im) Lawmakers in the Philippines are calling for an
investigation into the issuance of falsified birth
certificates to Chinese nationals in Davao City, which


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-wd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-wh/

were used to apply for Philippine passports. This
scheme has raised concerns about national security
and the integrity of the country’s civil registration
system. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Attacks vs activists persist
despite President Marcos Jr.'s new human
rights 'super body'

(Im) The abuse of terrorism laws to persecute human
rights activists has continued in the Philippines despite
the creation of a new human rights "super body" by
the Marcos Jr. administration in May. CIVICUS Monitor,
an international research institution, maintained its
"repressed" rating for the Philippines, noting incidents
from May to June, including trumped-up charges
against Cebu-based development workers, an illegal
raid on a peasant leader's home, and the freezing of
bank accounts of red-tagged human rights groups.
CIVICUS expressed concern over the history of the
agencies leading the new body, which have previously
failed to address rights abuses. The continued
harassment and red-tagging by security forces have
raised doubts about the effectiveness of the new
human rights initiative. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Mindanao flood victims climb
to over 81,000

(Im) The Philippines’ government, through the
Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), has promised additional aid to flood-affected
areas in Mindanao as the number of impacted
individuals has risen to over 81,000. Heavy rains
brought by the southwest monsoon and the
intertropical convergence zone have resulted in
widespread flooding, causing the deaths of seven
people, mostly minors, and leaving 14 others missing.
[Inquirer]

Philippines: Police supports President
Marcos Jr.'s veto of Police Reform Bill

(Im) The Philippine National Police (PNP) has expressed
support for President Marcos' decision to veto the PNP
reform bill, acknowledging it as the president's
prerogative.
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The PNP reform bill, known as Senate Bill (SB) 2449,
successfully passed Parliament’s upper house in early
February, with unanimous approval. Key provisions
include institutionalizing the PNP Directorial Staff, Area
Police Command, and other special offices,
transferring the authority to designate chiefs of police
from mayors and governors to the PNP chief, and
granting the PNP chief authority for preventive
confinement of erring police personnel. Another
notable change was the proposal to elevate the status
of PNP Academy cadets to police cadets with Salary
Grade 21, aligning their benefits with those of police
executive master sergeants.

However, President Marcos Jr. vetoed the bill,
expressing concerns about potential pay distortions
and encroachments on the functions of other
government bodies. The president emphasized the
need for fairness and equality in compensation among
government employees and highlighted issues related
to the independence of the Internal Affairs Service
under the proposed structure. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Defence Secretary pushes for
his department’s budget to rise

(Im) In the Philippines, Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro said he has been pushing for his department’s
budget to rise to more than 1 percent of economic
output, excluding military pensions, to enhance the
country’s defense capabilities amid frequent clashes
with China in the South China Sea. Teodoro is also
seeking private sector support to raise funds through
debt instruments, aiming to ease the government's
fiscal position while continuing modernization efforts.
[Bangkok Post]

Singapore: NTUC to be designated
‘politically significant person’ over close
relationship with PSP

(sm) The National Trades Union Congress (NTUC) is set
to be designated as a “politically significant person”
(PSP) under Singapore's Foreign Interference
(Countermeasures) Act (FICA) due to its close
relationship with the ruling People's Action Party (PAP).
This designation requires NTUC to disclose political
donations of SGD 10,000 (USD 7,400) or more and its
foreign affiliations annually, aiming to mitigate the risk
of foreign interference.
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The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued a notice to
NTUC onJuly 11, giving it 14 days to respond. NTUC
stated that it aligns with national safeguards to prevent
foreign interference and will continue its operations
without foreign influence. NTUC's secretary-general
assured members that the labor movement's core
work will remain unaffected.

FICA, passed in October 2021, targets the prevention,
detection, and disruption of foreign interference in
domestic politics. NTUC would be the third
organization designated as a PSP, following Maruah
and Think Centre. The designation will not cover
NTUC's affiliated unions, associations, or social
enterprises. The Ministry of Manpower (MOM) noted
that this designation does not prohibit NTUC's ongoing
activities and affirmed continued collaboration with
NTUC. [CNA] [TODAY] [Ministry of Home Affairs,
Singapore]

Singapore: Deepfake ban discussed as way
to tackle Al falsehoods during election

(Ib) Singapore is considering regulating digitally
generated deepfake content, including a potential
temporary ban, to address the issue of Al-generated
falsehoods ahead of elections. Minister for Digital
Development and Information Josephine Teo
discussed this at a recent conference, citing South
Korea's 90-day ban on political Al-generated content
before its elections as an example. However, she noted
that Singapore's shorter election periods would require
a different approach.

Teo emphasized that any new regulations must
address loopholes where Al-created falsehoods could
escape current laws. She highlighted existing measures
like the Protection from Online Falsehoods and
Manipulation Act (POFMA), which allows authorities to
order corrections or stop the spread of falsehoods,
regardless of whether they were generated by Al.

Singapore, aiming to become a global Al player, is
focusing on talent, data access frameworks, and
computing infrastructure. The country plans to expand
its data centre capacity, which is already one of the
densest in Asia, to support Al development as more
services rely on this technology. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Ex-Transport Minister Iswaran
seeks to get prosecution to hand over
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statements of all witnesses

(Im) Singapore’s former transport minister S. Iswaran,
facing 35 charges involving over USD 400,000 worth of
items, sought to compel the prosecution to provide
conditioned statements for all 56 prosecution
witnesses. Conditioned statements are written
evidence as opposed to oral testimony.

The prosecution argued they had provided a list of
witnesses and their roles but were not obliged to
provide conditioned statements. The High Court
previously dismissed the defense's application, stating
that the law did not require such statements for every
witness.

The defense argued that pre-trial disclosure is
essential for transparency and fairness. They
requested the prosecution to record and serve
conditioned statements for willing witnesses or
provide draft statements and reasons for
unwillingness. The prosecution maintained they
intended to rely on oral testimony and had provided
sufficient material, including 37 witness statements
and messages between Iswaran and key individuals.

Justice Vincent Hoong reserved judgment and
adjourned the hearing to a later date. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore: Ex-director of Inter-Pacific
Petroleum appeals High Court decision

(Im) Goh Jin Hian, the former Director of Inter-Pacific
Petroleum (IPP), has appealed a High Court decision

holding him responsible for up to USD 146 million of
the company's USD 156 million loss. The court found
that Goh breached his duties as a director, leading to
significant financial losses.

The lawsuit, initiated by IPP Judicial Managers Deloitte
Singapore in April 2023, claims that Goh's negligence
resulted in substantial debts to Maybank and Societe
Generale, amounting to USD 88.3 million and USD 81.3
million, respectively. Goh disputes these allegations,
arguing that it was not his responsibility to verify
management documents and questioning the banks'
due diligence processes. [Manifold Times]

Singapore: Registration of new diesel cars,
taxis to be stopped from 2025
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(sm) Starting January 1, 2025, Singapore will cease
registering new diesel cars and taxis as part of its goal
to transition all vehicles to cleaner energy sources by
2040. This initiative, initially announced in Parliament
in March 2021, aims to reduce vehicle emissions and
promote environmental sustainability. While existing
diesel vehicle owners can still renew their certificate of
entitlement (COEs) after the deadline, they will be
subject to higher road taxes to discourage renewal.
Simultaneously, efforts have also been made to
encourage owners of commercial vehicles to move
away from diesel and switch to cleaner fuels.

As of May 2024, diesel-powered cars and taxis in
Singapore made up a small minority of all diesel
vehicles (19,972 out of a total 164,759), with the
majority being good vehicles and buses. In order to
reduce national emission, the Land Transport
Authority (LTA) of Singapore has pledged to only
purchase public buses powered by cleaner energy, and
to replace half of its public bus fleet with electric
models by 2030. [The Business Times] [Land Transport
Authority]

Singapore: Most civil servants to receive
annual USD 370 ‘well-being’ benefit
starting October

(sm) Starting in October, eligible civil servants will be
provided with an annual benefit of SGD 500 (USD 370)
to support their health, growth, and well-being. This
benefit, called FlexiGrow, can be utilized flexibly
according to individual needs, such as for personal
development courses and fitness programs, the Public
Service Division (PSD) announced on July 10. Although
the detailed criteria for eligibility still need to be
disclosed, the benefit is intended for most public
officers, including re-employed officers and statutory
board employees.

In addition to FlexiGrow, medical and dental benefits
will also be increased for all public officers starting
January 1, 2025. Medical subsidies at private will rise
from SGD 20 (USD 14.89) to up to SGD 50 (USD 37.22)
per visit, and dental subsidies will increase from SGD
120 (USD 89.33) to up to SGD 250 (USD 186.11) per
year. [CNA] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Decline in suicide cases in
2023, the lowest since 2000
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(sm) In 2023, Singapore reported 322 suicides, marking
a 32.4 percent decrease from 2022 and the lowest
number since 2000, according to the Samaritans of
Singapore. This decline was seen across all age groups,
with the largest proportion of deaths (17.7 percent)
among 20- to 29-year-olds. Suicide remains the leading
cause of death for individuals aged 10 to 29.

Experts attribute the decline to increased mental
health support, heightened awareness, and initiatives
like the Inter-agency Research Workgroup for Youth
Suicides. Additionally, advocacy group SG Mental
Health Matters launched Project Hayat to develop a
national suicide prevention strategy, starting public
consultations in July 2024. [The Straits Times] [CNA]

Thailand: Election Commission validates
senators-elect

(wt) Thailand's Election Commission on July 10
endorsed 200 new senators to replace the military-
appointed upper house. Election Commission
Secretary-General Sawaeng Boonmee noted delays in
the senate selection process due to complaints, which
have now been resolved. While the new senate will not
vote on the prime minister, it will retain powers to vet
laws and appoint key officials to significant
organizations like the Election Commission and the
Constitutional Court. [Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation]
[Reuters]

It is worth noting that the newly endorsed senate
appears to lack key affiliates of the ruling Pheu Thai
Party, instead showing gains for the Bhumijaithai Party,
a coalition partner led by Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul. The new senate's support is crucial for
amending the military-drafted constitution, a goal
Pheu Thai has pledged to pursue but faces significant
hurdles in achieving.

Outgoing senators set up special committee to investigate
allegations of electoral fraud, manipulation

It is also worth noting that the outgoing junta-
appointed senators are resisting stepping down
quietly. A special committee was formed by these
senators to investigate allegations of electoral fraud
the day before the Election Commission was about to
endorse new senators.

Critics argue that the outgoing senators should not
perform major roles after their term ended and that
any allegations should be left to the new senators to
investigate. However, Somchai Swangkarn, an outgoing
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senator, defended the committee's formation, insisting
it was their duty to ensure a "clean handover."
Surachai Liangboonlertchai, chair of the special
committee, stated that their mission would end once
the Election Commission certified the new senators.
[Thai PBS]

Controversy erupts over new senator’s education
credentials

However, newly endorsed senators still face the risk of
disqualification if found lacking the required
qualifications, as per the Organic Act on the Acquisition
of Senators. The EC can seek a Constitutional Court
order or Supreme Court action to disqualify any
senator found ineligible post-certification.

In fact, newly elected Senator Keskamol Pleansamai
faces scrutiny over her educational qualifications,
specifically her claimed PhD in business administration
from California University Foreign Credentials
Evaluation (FCE) Institution, which has not been
endorsed by Thailand's higher education ministry. This
institution issues certificates based on educational and
career experience, rather than traditional degrees.

Despite the controversy, Keskamol maintains the
legitimacy of her degrees and emphasized that there
are no minimum educational requirements for a
Senate seat in Thailand. Her lawyer, meanwhile, stated
that defamation lawsuits might be filed against
individuals questioning her qualifications. [Bangkok
Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3] [The Star]

Thailand: Constitutional Court sets July 24
as next hearing date for case against
Prime Minister Srettha

(msz) Thailand’s Constitutional Court has set July 24 as
the next hearing date for a case seeking the removal of
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, as it requires more
evidence. This case was initiated by 40 military-
appointed senators in May and accepted by the court,
focusing on Srettha's cabinet appointment of lawyer
Pichit Chuenban, who previously served jail time for
contempt of court. Pichit, who resigned, was accused
of not meeting the moral and ethical standards for
ministers. [Bangkok Post] [AIR No. 22, May/2024, 4]

The case of dismissal against Prime Minister Srettha
was claimed to be linked to former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra. Pichit was Thaksin’s lawyer and
was given a two-year prison sentence by the Supreme
Court on June 25, 2008 for the attempted bribery of
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Supreme Court officials by handing them a lunchbox
with a paper bag containing THB 2 million in the
“lunchbox cash” scandal. Pichit along with his two
other convicted colleagues were representing Thaksin
and his ex-wife Khunying Potjaman na Pombejra in the
Ratchadaphisek land purchase case, for which Thaksin
was sentenced to two years in prison in 2008.

Thailand: Government to curtail digital
wallet scheme budget, alter funding and
eligible purchases

(bk) Thailand’s Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat revealed on July 10 that the government
will reduce the budget for the digital wallet scheme -
the ruling Pheu Thai Party's flagship economic stimulus
policy - from THB 500 billion (USD 13.8 billion) to THB
450 billion (USD 12.4 billion) and will abandon the
initial plan to borrow THB 170 billion (USD 4.7 billion)
from the state-owned Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC).

This reduction proposal primarily stems from a study
by the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO), which found that
historically only 90 percent of eligible recipients
participate in government schemes. The proposed THB
450 billion (USD 12.4 billion) budget aims to align with
these typical participation rates and address concerns
raised by the National Anti-Corruption Commission
regarding potential corruption risks associated with a
larger budget.

The revised budget is expected to be funded instead
with THB 165 billion (USD 4.6 billion) (THB 122 billion
(USD 3.4 billion) from the Supplementary
Appropriations Bill and THB 43 billion (USD 1.2 billion)
from aggregated fiscal space) from the fiscal year 2024
and THB 285 billion (USD 7.9 billion) (THB 152.7 billion
(USD 4.2 billion) from the annual budget and THB
132.3 billion (USD 3.7 billion) from aggregated fiscal
space) from the fiscal year 2025.

The eligibility criteria for recipients remain unchanged:
they must be 16 years old by September 30, have
savings under THB 500,000 (USD 13,827) as of March
31, 2024, and have annual earnings not exceeding THB
840,000 (USD 23,230) in the 2023 tax year. However,
additional restrictions are now placed on eligible
purchases, excluding electric appliances, electronic
gadgets, and smartphones. [The Nation] [Daily News,
in Thai]

The adjustment to the plan was partly confirmed by
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin in his response to a
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topical question posed by Sirikanya Tansakul, a list MP
from the main opposition Move Forward Party and a
member of the House of Representatives Ad-hoc
Committee on the Annual Appropriations Bill for the
fiscal years 2024 and 2025, during a parliamentary
session on July 11. He indicated that specifics regarding
the scheme will be disclosed on July 24. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party de fact leader
Thaksin visits one of party’s lost
provinces, vows concrete work

(Im) Thailand's former prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra visited Surin, a province where the ruling
Pheu Thai Party won a minority of House seats.
Thaksin, who was paroled and will complete his parole
in August, pledged to start concrete work to benefit
the public. His visit included presiding over a mass
ordination ceremony for 334 monks in celebration of
the king's birthday.

Surin is a province near Buri Ram, a stronghold of the
Bhumjaithai Party, a core member of the multi-party
coalition. Bhumjaithai has successfully contested
House seats in Surin, winning one seat in the 2011
election, and increasing their share in subsequent
elections. In the 2023 election, Bhumjaithai won five
out of eight seats, while the Pheu Thai Party only
secured three. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: House committee on amnesty
bill spilt over royal defamation cases

(msz/Im) A Thai special parliamentary committee
studying an amnesty bill for political prisoners is
divided over whether to include offences under Section
112, the royal defamation law, and Section 110 of the
Criminal Code, which involves violence or attempted
violence against the Queen, heir-apparent, or regent.

The 35-member panel was established early this year
by the ruling Pheu Thai Party to study the amnesty
proposal comprehensively after a bill sponsored by the
main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) faced
resistance. The proposed amnesty would cover all
politically motivated cases since February 11, 2006,
when the People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD) began
protesting against the Thaksin administration.

The House committee bill on Amnesty Bill was set up
by the ruling Pheu Thai Party to conduct a
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comprehensive study after a bill sponsored by the
main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) had faced
resistance, primarily because it proposed a blanket
amnesty for all politically motivated cases, including
those under the Section 112.

The committee members are split into three groups:
those who want these offences excluded, those who
favor their inclusion, and those who advocate for their
inclusion under special conditions. Nikorn Chamnong,
the committee's secretary, reported that no consensus
was reached at last week's meeting, resulting in a
deferral of the decision. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS
World]

To better understand that sensitivity of the issue, it is
worth noting the historical precedent for the blanket
amnesty bill: In November 2013, Parliament’s lower
user passed a bill that aimed to grant amnesty to
individuals involved in political protests and unrest
from 2004 to 2013, effectively covering a broad
spectrum of political actors, including those who
committed serious offences during protests. Most
controversially, the bill would have cleared Thaksin
Shinawatra, a former prime minister and brother of
then-Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, of his
corruption charges and allowed him to return to
Thailand without facing imprisonment, which critics
saw as a blatant attempt to absolve Thaksin and
restore his political influence.

The bill sparked widespread opposition, particularly
from anti-Thaksin groups, known as the People's
Alliance for Democracy (PAD) or "Yellow Shirts," and
other conservative factions. The opposition's pressure
eventually forced the government to withdraw the bill.
However, the controversy over the blanket amnesty bill
weakened Yingluck's administration, and thus,
ultimately contributed to the military coup in May
2014, which ousted Yingluck's government.

Thailand: Supreme Court’s new president
gets approval

(Im) In Thailand, the Judicial Commission has
appointed Chanakarn Theeravechpolkul, currently the
president of the Juvenile and Family Division of the
Supreme Court, as the new president of the Supreme
Court. This appointment will take effect on October 1,
2024, succeeding Anocha Chevitsophon, whose term
ends on September 30. Chanakarn will be the fourth
woman to hold this position. She holds a law degree
from Thammasat University and has served in various
judicial roles, including Deputy Chief Justice of Bangkok
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South Civil Court and Vice President of the Court of
Appeal, Region 9. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Interior Minister Anutin firmly
opposed to recriminalizing cannabis

(Im) Thailand’s Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul,
leader of the coalition core Bhumjaithai Party, has
reaffirmed his commitment to keeping cannabis off the
narcotics list. Speaking on July 9, Anutin promised to
vote "No" on any proposal to relist cannabis as a
narcotic when it comes before the Narcotics Control
Board (NCB), where he serves as an ex-officio
representative of the Interior Ministry.

Anutin emphasized that the flagship policy of
Bhumjaithai Party, which led to the decriminalization
of cannabis, was a key part of their platform in the
2019 general election. He warned that reversing this
policy could undermine investor confidence due to
inconsistent policy-making.

The move to recriminalize cannabis is supported by
some groups, while others argue for its health benefits
and safety compared to legal substances like alcohol
and tobacco. A health committee has voted to
reclassify cannabis and hemp as narcotics, except for
their branches, leaves, roots, and seeds. Cannabis
buds and materials with more than 0.2 percent THC
would be criminalized again. This change is set to take
effect on January 1, 2025, pending approval from the
Office of the Narcotics Control Board and subsequent
amendments to related laws by the Food and Drug
Administration. [Bangkok Post 1]

In related developments, cannabis advocates are
calling for the Thai government to establish a
committee to study the impacts of cannabis before
proceeding with its reclassification as a narcotic. They
argue that if cannabis impacts are no worse than those
substances, a special law should regulate its use;
otherwise, it should be controlled as a narcotic.

Protesters have also accused government figures of
protecting major players' interests in the cannabis
market and threatened to expose ties between
financial groups and politicians, particularly within the
ruling Pheu Thai Party. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Lower house passes bill aiming
to revive public participation in decision-
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making in Deep South

(msz) OnJuly 10, the House of Representatives in
Thailand passed a bill to abolish NCPO Order
No0.14/2016, which was issued by the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO) after the 2014 military
coup led by then-army chief Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha.
This order had restricted public participation in the
administration of the southern border provinces and
partially invalidated the Southern Border
Administration Act, a legislative framework designed to
manage and address issues in the provinces affected
by long-standing sectarian unrest and insurgency.

The order disrupted the advisory council on Southern
Border Administration and Development and allowed
the Internal Security Operation Command to influence
the Southern Border Provinces Administration Centre
(SBPAC), a civilian agency. The newly passed bill aims
to revive the advisory council and enhance public
participation in decision-making in the restive southern
provinces, where sectarian unrest has persisted for
over 20 years. The bill, introduced to restore the
council's role, passed its first reading earlier this year
and was scrutinized by a House committee chaired by
Pheu Thai MP Chaturon Chaisang. The committee
recommended that the advisory council be established
within 120 days of the bill taking effect.

After extensive debate, the House voted 406:0 in favor
of the bill, which will now be submitted to the Senate
for review. Chaturon emphasized that the advisory
council is crucial for resolving conflicts and promoting
peace in the region through increased public
participation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex Pheu Thai MP imprisoned for
bribery

(msz) A former lawmaker of Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai
Party, Anurak Tangpanithanont, has been sent to
Bangkok Remand Prison to serve a six-year sentence
after a Supreme Court panel upheld his bribery
conviction. He was also withdrawn from voting rights
and the right to contest elections for ten years. Anurak
had been found guilty of demanding a bribe of THB 5
million from the director-general of the Groundwater
Resources Department, in exchange for approving the
department's budget. [Thai PBS World]
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Thailand: SET-listed Energy Absolute
launches probe into fraud claims against
former CEO, CFO

(Im) Energy Absolute (EA), a stock market-listed
renewable energy firm, has launched an internal
investigation into alleged fraud involving its former
chief executive, Somphote Ahunai, and chief financial
officer, Amorn Sapthaweekul. This comes after the
regulator, the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC), accused the two, along with another individual,
of fraudulent procurement activities between 2013 and
2015, which reportedly resulted in personal gains of
about THB 3.5 billion (USD 98 million).

Despite these allegations, EA plans to proceed with a
THB 5.5 billion (USD 154 million) bond issuance. The
Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has temporarily
suspended trading of EA's stock and removed it from
the ESG ratings list due to these developments.

EA's newly appointed CEO, Somchainuk Engtrakul,
emphasized the company's commitment to
transparency and its ongoing operations despite the
crisis. EA's liabilities for the third and fourth quarters of
2024 include debts of approximately THB 3.2 billion
(USD 89.6 million) from financial institutions and bonds
of THB 5.5 billion (USD 154 million). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Arrest warrants out for alleged
mastermind in oil-smuggling boat case

(Im) Thai authorities have issued arrest warrants for six
individuals believed to be the masterminds behind an
oil-smuggling operation involving boats in Songkhla.
According to Pol Gen Anek Taosupap, deputy
commander of the Crime Suppression Division (CSD),
evidence showed that these suspects had been
planning the smuggling operation since early May. Two
of the suspects have fled abroad, while the remaining
four are still in Thailand.

The warrants were issued for charges related to being
principals and accessories to the crime. One key
suspect, Sahachai Jiensermsin, also known as Jo, is
alleged to have been aided by a national politician in
an escape plan. Authorities are currently tracking other
crew members who fled on another vessel. [Bangkok
Post]

Gearing up for full unveil on July 24
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On July 15, Prime Minister Srettha confirmed that
eligible Thais for the THB 10,000 (USD 277) benefit
under the digital wallet scheme can register starting
August 1. Preparations are underway, including
registration processes for recipients and participating
stores, the designation of implementing agencies, and
the development of measures to prevent irregularities.
In a press update on the same day, Deputy Finance
Minister Julapun added that the Commerce Ministry
has been tasked with specifying the products and
services eligible (and ineligible) for purchase under the
scheme. [X (formerly, Twitter), in Thai] [Thai PBS World
1]

Special debate on the scheme funding

In a related development, the House of
Representatives plans to hold a special debate on July
17 regarding the government's proposed THB 122
billion (USD 3.4 billion) Supplementary Appropriations
Bill for the fiscal year 2024 to fund the digital wallet
scheme. Prime Minister Srettha will attend briefly, with
Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira addressing most
opposition queries. Following the debate, the House of
Representatives Ad-hoc Committee on the
Supplementary Appropriations Bill will review the
budget for two days before it returns to the House for
final approval, aiming for the THB 10,000 (USD 277)
payments to begin in the fourth quarter. [Thai PBS
World 2] [Prachachat, in Thai]

Thailand: Rice-pledging auction continues
despite disqualification of top bidders

(bk) Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai stated that the
government will soon finalize the sale of 15,000 tons of
rice left over from the Yingluck Shinawatra
administration's rice-pledging scheme. The Public
Warehouse Organisation (PWO) is negotiating with the
three remaining bidders after disqualifying the original
winner and two other firms due to their links with
companies facing legal action related to previous
auctions. [Thai Enquirer] [Prachachat, in Thai]

The rice-pledging scheme was implemented by
Yingluck Shinawatra's government (2011-2014) as a key
policy to support rice farmers by purchasing their rice
at above-market prices. The scheme led to an
accumulation of large rice stocks in government
warehouses, as the global rice market prices did not
rise as expected. In recent months, the Thai
government, under the direction of Minister
Phumtham, announced plans to auction off 15,000
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tons of rice as part of the ongoing effort to clear out
the remaining stock from the scheme. [AIR No. 19,
May/2024, 1]

Thailand: Pro-democracy activist Arnon
Nampa denied bail again

(bk) Thailand's Criminal Court has once again denied
bail for prominent pro-democracy activist and human
rights defender Arnon Nampa, citing no reason to
change previous orders. Arnon was sentenced to 10
years and 20 days in jail for three royal defamation
cases related to his political speeches and social media
posts calling for the reform of the royal institution. As
of that date, he has been detained for nearly 300 days
without final Supreme Court decisions, according to
the Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR). [X, Thai
Enquirer] [see also AR No. 47, November/2023, 3 and
AIR No. 15, April/2024, 2]

Thailand: Lop Buri school chief accused of
serial molestation

(Im) In a district in Thailand's Lop Buri province, a
school director has been accused of sexually molesting
several students, leading to his transfer pending an
investigation. Parents of 27 students filed complaints
with the police after their children revealed instances
of molestation, including inappropriate touching and
entering a changing room. The director denied the
allegations, blaming a teacher for spreading false
stories due to personal grievances. The Office of the
Basic Education Commission has launched a fact-
finding committee to investigate the claims, promising
justice for all parties involved. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court worker alleges senior
judge molested her

(Im) A female court stenographer has filed a complaint
with the Crime Suppression Division (CSD) accusing a
senior judge of molesting her. The incident allegedly
occurred on June 1 during a train journey to a
personnel development activity in Chiang Mai

The case was subsequently escalated to higher
authorities within the Central Investigation Bureau
(CIB). The Supreme Court has temporarily transferred
the accused judge to an inactive post at the Office of
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the President of the Supreme Court pending the
investigation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Corrections department vows to
speed up jail assault probe

(Im) Thailand’s Department of Correction (DoC) has
committed to expediting the investigation into an
allegation of sexual assault at Bang Kwang Central
Prison. An inmate claimed he was drugged and raped
by a cellmate in January. The DoC denied delaying the
investigation, stating that the inmate received
disciplinary action, and the victim was moved to a
different wing.

This statement followed a social media post by lawyer
Nititorn Kaewto highlighting the victim's ordeal.
Nititorn reported that the victim lost consciousness
after drinking coffee with cellmates and was assaulted
while regaining consciousness. The victim sought help
from the Lawyers Council of Thailand (LCT) in April, but
the probe has seen little progress due to manpower
issues at the Nonthaburi Provincial Police Station.

The DoC countered this claim, asserting that an
investigation was initiated immediately upon receiving
the complaint. The victim was taken to Bang Kwang
Central Prison Hospital for physical and psychological
evaluations, and the case was reported to the police on
January 15. The perpetrator was disciplined, and the
victim's psychological assessment was normal.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police arrest human trafficking
ring disguised as recruitment scheme

(wt) Thai police arrested three individuals involved in a
human trafficking operation disguised as a recruitment
scheme for high-paying jobs. The suspects were
charged with human trafficking for exploiting people
through threats, coercion, deception, and abuse of
power, forcing them into labor or services in Myanmar.

The suspects lured victims with promises of high
salaries as call center agents, but once in Myanmar,
the victims were forced to participate in fraudulent
activities, including call center scams involving
romantic relationships and investment schemes. This
operation was linked to a broader crackdown by the
Myanmar government and Chinese authorities on
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Chinese call center fraud rings in Laukkaing, Myanmar,
which led to the repatriation of 266 Thai victims.

The investigation revealed that 11 people were
involved in the scam, including four Thai recruiters.
Arrest warrants were issued for all suspects, and the
three main suspects were taken into custody. The
suspects were handed over to the Anti-Trafficking in
Persons Department for further legal action. [Khaosod]

Thailand: Police rule out criminal
syndicates in missing Chinese case

(Im) Police in Thailand have determined that the recent
disappearance of a Chinese woman is not connected
to international crime syndicates and is likely related to
personal matters such as theft or an affair.

The woman had been reported missing to police on
July 12, with her friend noting that he last heard from
her on June 30 when she mentioned plans to visit
Phuket on July 2. Human remains, believed to be the
missing woman's, were later discovered in
Chachoengsao town, 50 kilometers east of Bangkok.
The remains are undergoing DNA testing, but traces of
plastic surgery on the skeleton match the woman's
records.

The misunderstanding that the woman was kidnapped
for ransom stemmed from a miscommunication
between her relatives and her friend, who had
suggested preparing THB 5 million for ransom, fearing
she might be in danger. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chinese-owned luxury resort on
Koh Samui faces demolition for permit
violations

(Im) Thai authorities have suspended a Chinese-owned
luxury resort project on Koh Samui, known as "Anzhu
Seamate," after discovering it was not being
constructed according to its permit and exceeded the
legal height limit. Pol Maj Gen Watcharin Poosit,
commander of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Crime Suppression Division (NED),
stated that Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) officers
and Koh Samui municipality officials raided the site on
July 13. Although locals reported around 50 builders
working daily, no workers were present during the
raid, suggesting that construction had been halted.
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Additionally, the NED inspected another construction
project called Samui Green Cottages on July 12, which
involved 53 villas, and found that about 10 villas were
being built without a permit. The municipality had
already filed a complaint, and the authorities are now
seeking to take action against those responsible for the
Anzhu Seamate project. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Locals slam dolomite mine plan

(Im) Residents near Kaeng Krachan National Park in
Thailand's Phetchaburi province are protesting a
private company's plan to open a dolomite mine on a
roughly 86-hectare plot of land just one kilometer from
the park. Concerns include potential disapproval from
the World Heritage Committee, as the site is in a buffer
zone of the Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex, which
spans three national parks and one wildlife sanctuary.
Additional worries are related to noise, air pollution,
and the mine's impact on tourism. Villagers have
submitted a complaint after the company inspected
the site, which houses a bamboo forest and large
trees. The company's request to operate the mine is
under consideration, with the final decision to be made
by local authorities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Rage over plans to raze national
park for farming

(Im) Public hearings organized by the Department of
National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP)
have ignited fierce debate over a proposal to reclassify
approximately 42 hectares of Thap Lan National Park
as non-protected land to be used for agriculture. This
plan, approved by the cabinet on March 14, 2023, is
supported by some local villagers who occupied the
land before the park's boundary was established but is
opposed by conservationists and other members of
the public.

The proposal, put forward by the Office of the National
Land Policy Board (ONLPB), follows the government's
consolidation of various land-mapping systems into
the "One Map" system, adopted in 2000. The DNP's
public hearings, which began on June 28 and
concluded on July 12, will inform the government's
committee on national parks, with their findings
expected to be submitted soon.

Natural Resources and Environment Minister
Phatcharavat Wongsuwan and DNP chief Attapol
Charoenshunsa noted that the reclassification would


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jrj/

benefit around 9.2 hectares of land already occupied
by villagers prior to the park's establishment. However,
those who purchased the land later will not be granted
usage rights and could face legal action for
encroachment.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin assured that the
cabinet's resolution would not be rescinded without
further study and emphasized strict law enforcement
to prevent exploitation by wealthy buyers. Public
opinion from the hearings will be considered in the
final decision.

Opposition comes from conservationists, who argue
that converting protected forest land into agricultural
land violates the constitution and the government's 20-
year strategic plan. Aerial images indicate that no
deforestation has occurred, challenging the necessity
of the proposal. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Koh Samui sea bridge public
hearings resume

(Im) The second phase of public hearings on the
proposed sea bridge to Thailand's second largest
island, Koh Samui, resumed on July 15, focusing on the
bridge's proposed location. The toll bridge, spanning
37 kilometers with a 25-kilometer section over the Gulf
of Thailand, will have entry-exit points in Don Sak
district, Surat Thani, and Khanom.

The Expressway Authority of Thailand, overseeing the
project, requires three rounds of public meetings,
concluding in October next year. Construction is
expected to begin in 2029, with completion by 2033,
pending feasibility and environmental studies, and
government approval. The bridge aims to provide an
alternative to sea and air travel, benefiting Koh Samui's
tourism, though it faces some opposition. The project's
estimated cost and budget details are not specified,
but public input and approval are crucial for its
advancement. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Military wants USD 8.4 million to
redevelop Fang oilfield

(Im) The Defence Energy Department's Northern
Petroleum Development Centre (NPDC) announced
plans to redevelop the Fang oilfield in Chiang Mai,
Thailand's oldest oilfield, with an investment of THB
300 million (USD 8.4 million). The redevelopment aims
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to upgrade the oil refinery to Euro5 standards,
enabling the production of lower-sulphur diesel, which
is less damaging to car engines.

Currently, the refinery produces high-sulphur diesel
and fuel oil at a rate of 600 barrels per day, a quantity
too small to attract private sector investment.
Accelerating the pumping process under current
conditions would deplete the crude oil more quickly,
but proper management could extend the oilfield's life
by another 50 years.

Maj Gen Montri Jeennakorn, NPDC director,
emphasized the strategic importance of the oilfield for
the military, particularly in wartime scenarios when
access to private sector oil might be uncertain. The
main opposition Move Forward Party has requested
the military transfer the oilfield to the government,
arguing that oil production is not a military duty. The
Ministry of Defence expressed readiness to transfer
the field but stressed the need for effective future
management. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: E-Foreign Business service to
ease foreign investments in Thailand

(wt) The Department of Business Development (DBD)
in Thailand is set to launch a new online service, e-
Foreign Business, to streamline the process for foreign
investors to apply for business permits. Scheduled to
be operational this month, the system aims to reduce
processing time and document requirements.

In 2023, 667 businesses received permission under the
Foreign Business Act of 1999, with a total investment
value of THB 128 billion (USD 3.58 billion). The top five
investing countries were Japan, with THB 32.2 billion
(USD 902 million); Singapore, with THB 25.4 billion
(USD 711 million); the United States, with THB 4.29
billion (USD 120 million); China, with THB 16.1 billion
(USD 448 million); and Hong Kong, with THB 17.3 billion
(USD 485 million). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Air Force recommends
procurement of Swedish Gripen fighter
jets over US F-16s

(msz/bk) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) has reportedly
recommended the government to purchase Swedish-
made Gripen fighter jets over United States-made F-
16s. ACM Phanphakdee Phattanakul and other military
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leaders discussed their budget plans with a House
committee for the 2025 fiscal year. During these
discussions, the air force commander explained the
selection process and the pros and cons of both
aircraft, including the additional support from their
manufacturers, Saab AB for the Gripen and Lockheed
Martin for the F-16. The final decision will be made by
the prime minister, who will determine whether he or
the defence minister will announce it publicly.

There is a pressing need for the RTAF to replace 12
aging F-16s in its fleet over the next few years, and
both Swedish and American officials have been
lobbying to choose their aircrafts. Defense Minister
Sutin, who was earlier briefed by the US ambassador
about a loan proposal to procure more F-16s,
expressed his concerns over the high interest rate.
[Bangkok Post]

United States offering ‘lower rates’ for F-16 deal

However, against the backdrop of the RTAF's indication
of a preference, the US has offered to lower interest
rates from 5 percent to 3.5 percent for the RTAF to
purchase F-16 fighter jets, aiming to outcompete
Sweden's Gripen jets. The US proposal includes an
extended repayment period to make the F-16 Block
70/72 jets more attractive. The Thai Defence Ministry,
is now awaiting a counteroffer from Saab AB. [Bangkok
Post]

Opposition MP challenges sharp surge in military's secret
budget for 2025

During the House committee meeting last week,
Surachate Praweenwongwut, a list MP from the main
opposition Move Forward Party, brought to the fore a
sharp surge in the military's secret budget from THB
660 million (USD 18 million) in fiscal 2024 to THB 4.89
billion (USD 135.2 million) proposed for fiscal 2025
during the panel meeting vetting the apprpriation bill.
He questioned the necessity of such a large fund and
asked for detailed explanations on its intended use,
rather than vague references to covert operations. It is
worth noting though that, despite his inquiries,
changes to the military's budget are unlikely, as
Surachate is a minority member of the panel. [The
Nation]

Thailand: Military early retirement
scheme approved

(Im) The Thai cabinet has approved an early retirement
scheme for senior military officers from the rank of
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colonel and above, offering incentives of 7-10 times
their last monthly salary. The Ministry of Defence plans
to implement this scheme from 2025 to 2027, targeting
732 officers, or 244 per year. The goal is to downsize
and streamline the armed forces for efficiency, with
expected savings of THB 4.48 billion (USD 125.44
million). Eligible officers include those over 50 years old
with at least 25 years of service. The ministry will
allocate THB 600 million (USD 16.8 million) for this
scheme, starting this month, to be completed by
September 30. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Multiple arms robberies in Deep
South

(Im) In Thailand's southernmost Yala province, armed
groups dressed as soldiers and paramilitary rangers
executed a series of robberies targeting village
headmen and defence volunteers, seizing a total of
seven guns across several districts. Sources suggest
these robberies may be retaliation for recent authority
raids and arrests, with the robbers focused on stealing
weapons without harming anyone. [Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Deputy Prime Minister urges
establishment of new legal framework for
renewable energy

(wn) Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha
has called for the establishment of a new legal
framework to facilitate the transition from fossil energy
to green and renewable energy. At a meeting on the
amended draft Law on Electricity, he emphasized the
need for the Ministry of Industry and Trade (MolT) to
address legal gaps and deficiencies in the electricity
sector. Key areas of focus include developing a
competitive electricity market, promoting
transparency, and ensuring the separation of state
management from business operations.

The Deputy Prime Minister highlighted the importance
of supporting research and technology transfer for
new energy technologies and the development of
offshore wind power and green fuels. He also stressed
the need for policies that promote efficient energy use,
environmental protection, and Vietnam's strategy to
become a regional energy hub. The development of
renewable energy centers and offshore wind energy is
critical for the country's energy transition.
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The draft amended Law on Electricity includes
provisions for planning and investment in electricity
projects, mechanisms for handling delayed projects,
and urgent investment to address energy security. It
also covers the development of renewable energy, self-
generated electricity, and offshore wind power.
Delegates at the meeting discussed issues related to
electricity grid projects, policies for offshore wind
power, and restrictions on foreign investors, as well as
policies for rooftop solar and small-scale wind power
for residential and public use. [Vietham News]

Vietnam: Activist’'s health suffers after
prison discipline

(wn) Hoang Duc Binh, a Vietnamese activist and
political prisoner, has reported significant health issues
following disciplinary measures in An Diem Prison, a
facility in Quang Nam province known for its harsh
conditions and frequent complaints of mistreatment
from political prisoners.

Convicted in 2017 for "resisting on-duty state officials"
and "abusing democratic freedom," Binh is serving a
14-year sentence related to his protests against the
Formosa Steel plant's pollution in 2016. After
protesting the confiscation of inmates' belongings on
March 26, Binh was held in solitary confinement,
shackled for 10 days, and denied family visits or
communication for three months. Upon a family visit
on July 10, his brother revealed that Binh has been
experiencing severe health problems, including
difficulty walking, urinating blood, and back pain.
Despite requesting a medical examination, the prison
authorities have ignored his pleas. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietham: Domestic consumption drops
amid economic uncertainties

(wn) Vietnam is facing challenges in maintaining
domestic consumption as consumers deal with
economic uncertainties and changing shopping habits.
According to industry insiders and economists, a
report by NielsenlQ Vietnam revealed that in the first
quarter of this year, 62 percent of Vietnamese
consumers chose to cook at home more and cut back
on non-essential spending. Additionally, about 50
percent reduced luxury goods purchases, over 30
percent postponed major expenses, and around 40
percent are spending more cautiously.
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Dang Thuy Ha, director of Customer Behavior Research
at NielsenlQ Vietnam, noted that this cautious
spending behavior is expected to persist for another
six months to a year due to ongoing economic
difficulties. Nguyen Phuong Nga from Kantar Vietnam
highlighted that consumers now shop less frequently
but use more shopping channels, with average
spending per purchase increasing. This trend
underscores the importance for businesses to attract
and retain customers.

Despite these challenges, Vietnam's total goods retail
sales and consumer service revenues grew by 8.6
percent year-on-year in the first six months of 2024,
reaching over VND 3.09 quadrillion (approximately
USD 121.39 billion), according to the General Statistics
Office. [Xinhua]

Vietnam: Viethamese authorities deny a
passport to a former political prisoner

(wn) Vietnam's Dak Lak province has refused to issue a
passport to former political prisoner Huynh Thuc Vy for
"national security reasons" without providing any
supporting documents. Thuc Vy, a human rights
activist, was previously sentenced to prison and
continues to face restrictions on leaving the country.
She has also faced warnings from authorities about
her charitable activities.

Thuc Vy announced she would no longer accept
donations or distribute free meals. She mentioned that
the police instructed her not to engage with the media,
write articles about social issues, or gather with "other
government critics," stating that she feels her civil
rights have been violated. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: At least 11 people were killed
due to a landslide in mountainous north

(wn) Landslides caused by heavy rain in northern
Vietnam have resulted in the deaths of at least 11
people, with several others reported missing. The
disaster occurred on July 13 in the mountainous Ha
Giang province, where torrential rains buried a 16-
seater van. The exact number of passengers in the van
remains unknown, and ongoing heavy rains are
hindering search and rescue operations.

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has directed local
authorities and government agencies to address the
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disaster and prepare for further floods and landslides.
Vietnam frequently experiences natural disasters, with
floods and typhoons claiming hundreds of lives each
year; last year alone, natural calamities resulted in 389
deaths and 668 injuries. [Xinhua] [Reuters]

Vietnam: African swine fever outbreaks
spreading, government says

(wn) African swine fever (ASF) outbreaks are spreading
rapidly in Vietnam, posing a threat to the country's
food supplies and potentially increasing inflation,
according to a government document dated July 14.
ASF has historically disrupted the global pork market,
with significant losses in countries like China. This year,
Vietnam has culled 42,400 infected pigs, nearly five
times more than during the same period last year, and
detected 660 outbreaks compared to 208 last year. The
government has ordered provinces to prioritize
measures to curb the spread, including vaccinating
pigs. The disease has contributed to a rise in pork
prices, which has affected Vietnam's consumer price
index, with foodstuff prices increasing by 3.23 percent
in June compared to the same period in 2023.
[Reuters]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

NATO criticizes China’s alignment with
Russia

(jm/rl) On July 11, NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg increased criticism of China’s alignment
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with Russia, accusing Beijing of oppressing its people
and threatening Taiwan. At the NATO Washington
summit's closing press conference, Stoltenberg
reiterated NATO's stance on China as a “decisive
enabler” of Russia’s war against Ukraine, a point
highlighted in the NATO leaders’ Washington Summit
Declaration. [NATO 1]

Stoltenberg pointed to recent joint military exercises
between China and Belarus (see AiR No. 28, July/2024,
2), noting these activities demonstrate increasing
collaboration among authoritarian regimes. He
emphasized China's assertive actions in the South
China Sea, threats to Taiwan, and substantial military
buildup, including modern missiles and nuclear
weapons, conducted without transparency. [NATO 1]

During the summit, the Polish Foreign Ministry
expressed concern over the joint exercises near NATO
ally Poland's border, acknowledging long-standing
monitoring of China-Belarus military cooperation.
Polish authorities warned that these actions threaten
regional security and question China's neutrality
regarding Russia's aggression against Ukraine.
[Politico]

In response, China has strongly criticized NATO's
claims that it plays a crucial role in Russia's war against
Ukraine. Rejecting the accusations, Beijing warned
NATO against provoking confrontation and reiterated
its stance as a neutral party in the Ukraine conflict.
[CNN] [Aljazeera]

US, Canada, and Finland form 'Ice Pact' to
strengthen Arctic presence against China

(rl) Canada, the US, and Finland have announced the
"Ice Pact" to counter Russian and Chinese Arctic
influence, with plans to build up to 90 polar icebreaker
ships. Unveiled at the last week's NATO summit in
Washington, the pact underscores the Arctic's strategic
importance for economic, climate, and national
security.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau emphasized
the collaboration's goal of ensuring peaceful and
prosperous polar regions. The initiative will see
icebreakers constructed in Vancouver and Quebec,
responding to increased Arctic activities by Russia and
China.

The Ice Pact will significantly bolster the Arctic
capabilities of the three nations. Canada is set to build
two polar icebreakers in Vancouver and a fleet of six
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from shipyards in Quebec. This move comes amid a
rapidly changing climate in the Arctic, which has
spurred interest from Russia and China in new polar
routes for both trade and military purposes.

With Russia currently possessing the largest Arctic
fleet, the Ice Pact aims to send a clear message to both
Russia and China about the United States and its allies'
commitment to maintaining a competitive edge in
strategic industries like shipbuilding. A senior US
official emphasized that the pact would enhance
collaboration on industrial policy, aiming to build a
world-class polar icebreaking fleet at scale.

The Arctic's strategic importance has grown as melting
ice opens up new shipping routes and access to
untapped natural resources. [The Guardian] [White
House]

Iran's president-elect embraces East and
criticizes West

(rl) Iran's president-elect, Masoud Pezeshkian, outlined
his foreign policy in an open letter, praising China and
Russia while attacking the US and Europe. Published in
the Tehran Times, the letter follows NATO's critical
summit regarding China, Russia, and Iran.

Pezeshkian emphasized strengthening ties with China
and Russia, blaming the West for economic damages
and sanctions. He accused the US and Europe of
undermining the Non-Proliferation Treaty and
manipulating the nuclear crisis. Pezeshkian's stance
suggests continued tension with the West while
prioritizing regional cooperation and de-escalation.

Pezeshkian's letter reflects Iran's growing alliance with
eastern powers, moving away from the "Neither East
Nor West" policy. He criticized Western sanctions and
defended Iran's nuclear program as civilian, despite
international skepticism. Pezeshkian promised to
pursue the revival of the 2015 nuclear deal but warned
the West against overlooking Iranian rights. His
message indicated potential regional collaboration and
resistance to Western pressure.

Addressing neighboring countries in Arabic,
Pezeshkian called for regional unity against global
powers. He advocated for cooperation and resource-
sharing, rejecting dominance by any single nation. His
administration aims to strengthen ties with neighbors,
promoting a balanced regional power structure.
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While Pezeshkian's moderate tone suggests openness
to dialogue, his strong rhetoric against the US indicates
a complex path ahead for Iran-West relations.[AP]
[BBC] [Iran International]

Italy, Spain back EU duties on China-built
EV imports while Germany abstains

(rl) Italy and Spain have expressed support for
European Union tariffs on China-built electric vehicle
(EV) imports. Germany's economy ministry, meanwhile,
abstained from voting in the July 15 European
Commission discussions on imposing tariffs on China-
made electric vehicles (EVs). The ministry emphasized
the importance of seeking a rapid and consensual
solution with China before making a final decision on
countervailing duties.

The European Commission has proposed provisional
duties up to 37.6 percent on these imports, aiming to
address concerns about China's trade practices. While
Germany and Sweden plan to abstain, the Commission
will consider the collective views in its final decision on
whether to implement the duties, which would be the
EU's most significant trade case to date (see No. 25,
June/2024, 3).
This decision follows Washington's plan to significantly
increase duties on Chinese EVs (see AiR No. 21,
May/2024, 3). The new tariffs will impact companies by
adding substantial costs amidst slowing demand and
falling prices in their domestic market.

The ongoing deliberations reflect rising tensions
between the EU and China, particularly concerning the
automotive sector. The Commission's final decision,
expected within four months, will depend on further
negotiations with Beijing and the collectiv stance of the
EU member states. [Reuters] [Yahoo! Finance]

China requests WTO panel for US EV
subsidies dispute

(rl) China has requested the World Trade Organization
(WTO) to establish an expert panel to address a
dispute over U.S. electric vehicle (EV) subsidies under
the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA).

China initially opened the WTO dispute in late March,
arguing that the IRA unfairly excludes products from
certain WTO members, including China, thereby

creating artificial trade barriers and raising the costs
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associated with the green energy transition. Beijing's
commerce ministry stated that efforts to resolve the
issue through bilateral consultations with the U.S. had
failed, prompting China to escalate the matter to the
WTO. [World Trade Organization]

The Inflation Reduction Act, hailed in the US as a
landmark move towards decarbonizing the U.S. power
sector, has been a point of contention internationally.
China's decision to pursue a WTO panel underscores
the ongoing trade tensions between the world's two
largest economies, particularly concerning the
burgeoning EV market and broader green energy
initiatives.

The Biden administration maintains that the IRA's
incentives are designed to accelerate the U.S.
transition to a green economy, reducing reliance on
fossil fuels and fostering domestic production
capabilities. However, China views these measures as
discriminatory and detrimental to international trade
norms. [Global Times] [Reuters]

Japan'’s defense white paper highlights
escalating pacific tensions

(rl/jm) In its annual defense white paper, Japan's
Ministry of Defense (MOD) raised significant concerns
about the potential for a crisis in the Indo-Pacific
region similar to Russia's aggression in Ukraine. The
report specifically highlighted China - described as
Japan's "greatest strategic challenge” -, North Korea,
and Russia as prominent threats to both Japan and
regional stability. According to the MOD, the Indo-
Pacific faces an increasingly volatile security
environment, with potential conflicts, cybersecurity
threats, and issues related to climate change posing
serious challenges.

The “Defense of Japan 2024" white paper emphasized
the growing military activities of China, particularly
around Taiwan and the Senkaku Islands, and its
assertive posture in the South China Sea. The report
warned that China’s actions, including its intensified
military exercises and establishment of military bases,
aim to unilaterally change the status quo by force,
presenting unprecedented challenges to Japan and the
international community. North Korea's advancements
in nuclear and missile capabilities were also noted,
with the regime focusing on diversifying its missile
systems and enhancing its intelligence and
reconnaissance abilities.
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The white paper stated that the international
community is facing its greatest test since World War I,
citing differences between states in values, political
systems, and economic systems. It highlighted
increasing risks in cyberspace, the emergence of
security-related global issues such as information
warfare and climate change, and gray-zone situations
involving territorial disputes. [Ministry of Defense,
Japan] [USNI News]

Japan's defense ministry pledged efforts to enhance
defense capabilities, justifying planned budget
increases to address these security challenges. [Kyodo
News]

China's Foreign Ministry expressed strong
dissatisfaction with Japan's white paper, accusing it of
interfering in China's internal affairs and perpetuating
the "China threat" narrative. China also criticized
Japan's defense budget expansion, urging Japan to
reflect on its historical aggression and build trust with
its Asian neighbors through concrete actions. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the PRC]

NATO and Indo-Pacific Allies initiate new
defense projects

(r) NATO and its Indo-Pacific partners Australia, Japan,
New Zealand, and South Korea have announced at last
week’'s NATO summit in Washington the launch of four
collaborative defense projects.

The projects will focus on topics such as Ukraine,
artificial intelligence, disinformation, and cybersecurity
and aim to leverage the strengths of capable
democracies to tackle shared global challenges, stated
U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan. He
highlighted the growing interdependence between the
United States, Europe, and the Indo-Pacific and
emphasized the global impacts of regional security
issues. However, he did not provide further details.
[Kyodo News] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan and Pacific Islands unite against
coercion amid China’s growing influence

(rl) Japan and Pacific Island nations will firmly oppose
any unilateral attempts to alter the status quo by force
or coercion amid China's rising influence in the region
during the 10th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting in
Tokyo from July 16-18, 2024.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jtk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jtk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jij/

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida plans to announce over
JPY 60 billion (USD 380 million) in development aid to
counter China's sway and strengthen ties with the
Pacific island nations. The draft declaration
emphasizes global peace, stability, democracy, the rule
of law, and addressing climate change, which is seen
as the most significant threat to the Pacific region.

The document also highlights the importance of
countering misinformation and enhancing
cybersecurity capabilities, with Japan pledging support.
It addresses the need for North Korea to dismantle its
nuclear arsenal and addresses humanitarian concerns,
including the issue of Japanese abductees.

The summit, held every three years since 1997,
includes Japan and the 18-member Pacific Islands
Forum (PIF), which comprises Australia, the Cook
Islands, Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands,
Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea,
Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu,
New Caledonia, and French Polynesia.

In light of Japan's release of treated radioactive
wastewater from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant into the Pacific, the draft declaration welcomes
Japan's cooperation with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) to ensure the discharge does not
harm human health or the marine environment. This
topic is expected to be on the agenda for future
meetings. [Kyodo News] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Japan [Pacific Islands Forum]

Mongolia, UN food agency discuss
cooperation

(dgl) On July 10, Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg
Batmunkh met with Qu Dongyu, Director-General of
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), who was on an official visit to Mongolia.

They discussed prospects for cooperation in
sustainable agricultural management and disaster
response. [Aki Press]

World Bank Group member invests in
Mongolia's First Social Bond

(dqgl) The International Financial Corporation is
investing up to USD 100 million in Mongolia’s first-ever
social bond to strengthen Mongolia's sustainable
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finance market and create jobs while increasing
resilience.

To be issued by Khan Bank, Mongolia's largest
commercial bank, the bond's total value is up to USD
130 million, including USD 30 million from potential co-
investors. The three-year social bond will adhere to the
International Capital Market Association's (ICMA) Social
Bond Principles.

IFC has advised Khan Bank in developing its Social
Bond Framework, which has been verified by
Sustainable Fitch through a Second Party Opinion
(SPO). The bond proceeds will fund projects in
healthcare, education, food and agriculture, affordable
infrastructure, and housing, with a focus on micro,
small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs),
particularly women-owned businesses in underserved
and rural areas.

MSMEs make up 72 percent of Mongolia's workforce
and contribute 17.8 percent to its GDP, but they face
significant credit constraints. According to the World
Bank Enterprise Surveys (2019), 31 percent of
Mongolian companies face full credit constraints,
exceeding the average in the East Asia and Pacific
region. The Mongolian government aims to strengthen
MSMEs to create more jobs, ensure sustainable
growth, diversify the economy, and reduce reliance on
mining.

In 2023, Mongolia initiated its Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) Finance Taxonomy to catalyze
funding for sustainable investments and added four
social financing categories: Information and
Communication Technologies, Health, Education and
Culture, and Affordable Basic Infrastructure. It is
estimated that an additional USD 43 billion is required
to meet the SDGs in Mongolia by 2030.

This social bond will support the launch of this SDG
Finance Taxonomy. It follows the IFC's investment in
Mongolia's first green bond in 2023 and launch of an
advisory collaboration with the bank to expand climate
finance. [IFC]

South Korea and Japan share security concern over
North Korea-Russia military alliance

(ac) On July 10, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol
and Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida had a sideline
meeting in Washington ahead of the NATO summit.

Both leaders shared concerns over the military alliance
between North Korea and Russia. Yoon added that the
bilateral cooperations between North Korea and
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Russia is a security concern in East Asia and reaffirmed
the necessity of trilateral cooperations with Japan and
the US. [Reuters]

NATO designates South Korea as partner
in the Indo-Pacific region for military
industrial collaboration

(jf) On July 10, the 32 NATO members agreed at their
Washington summit to the NATO Industrial Capacity
Expansion Pledge, aimed at enhancing the alliance's
readiness and weapon system compatibility to support
Ukraine in its conflict with Russia.

The pledge outlines commitments to support Ukraine,
including increasing defense spending, coordinating
defense industrial development, pursuing large-scale
multinational procurement of defense capabilities,
boosting NATO standards in defense production, and
protecting critical supply chains amid external
challenges.

The pledge highlights South Korea, Australia, Japan,
and New Zealand as partners in a “focused dialogue
with engaged partners,” marking the first official
recognition of these four Indo-Pacific nations (the IP4)
as partners in defense industry cooperation in a formal
NATO document. [NATO] [The Korean Times]

NATO and South Korea sign airworthiness
agreement

(ac) On July 11, South Korea and NATO signed an
agreement during NATO summit in Washington, USA,
aiming to mutually recognize military airworthiness
certifications. This agreement ensures that NATO
member states and partners acknowledge the safety
and airworthiness of all air assets manufactured by
South Korea.

President Yoon Suk Yeol of South Korea welcomed the
mutual recognition of airworthiness certification,
highlighting its significance for enhancing
interoperability between NATO and South Korea. NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg also emphasized
that the agreement strengthens mutual interests
shared between NATO and South Korea. [NATO]
[Yonhap News Agency]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jdr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jdy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-jdj/

Largest Australia-led Pitch Black Exercise
opens for 20 nations

(Im) Exercise Pitch Black 2024, the largest iteration in
its 43-year history, officially commenced on July 12 in
Darwin, Australia. The biennial flying exercise, led by
the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), involves 20
participating nations, over 140 aircraft, and more than
4,000 personnel. This year's exercise includes six new
countries: the Philippines, Spain, Italy, Papua New
Guinea, Fiji, and Brunei. The event aims to build
capabilities, friendships, and partnerships among the
participating nations. The U.S. Air Force has
participated since 1983, recognizing the unique
opportunity to collaborate with a large group of foreign
militaries and enhance stability in the Indo-Pacific
region through integrated training and mutual
understanding. [Pacific Air Forces]

Bangladesh wants India to implement
Teesta project, prime minister says
following China visit

(Im) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
expressed her preference for neighboring India to
implement the Teesta River Comprehensive
Management and Restoration Project, a significant
development initiative proposed to manage and
restore the Teesta River, which flows through India and
Bangladesh. Speaking at a press conference about her
recent China visit, Hasina stated that New Delhi should
undertake the project since it controls the Teesta
River's water, adding that India should provide the
necessary resources if they handle the project.

The project is of strategic interest to both India and
China, with China expressing a keen interest in
financing and executing parts of the project, while
India has also shown interest in participating, not least
due to the project's location near the sensitive Siliguri
Corridor [see AIR No. 28, July/2024, 2]. Against this
backdrop, Sheikh Hasina also noted that China has
made some offers and conducted a feasibility study on
the Teesta project, and India has also offered to
conduct a feasibility study. She clarified that the
Bangladeshi government would choose the proposal
that best suits Bangladesh after India's feasibility study
is completed. [Dhaka Tribune]

India hosts BIMSTEC foreign ministers
amid raging Myanmar crisis
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(Im) India hosted the first retreat for foreign ministers
of the seven-nation Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) in New Delhi, addressing regional challenges
amid the ongoing Myanmar crisis. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar emphasized the need for
BIMSTEC members to find solutions among
themselves, highlighting the urgency of longstanding
goals like capacity building and economic cooperation.

The retreat took place against the backdrop of
significant developments in Myanmar, where the
military junta faces setbacks against Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAQs). Instability in Myanmar threatens
developmental and connectivity projects among
BIMSTEC countries, including Nepal, Bhutan, India,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Thailand.

Jaishankar discussed connectivity projects and border
stability with Myanmar's Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister U Than Swe. The Ministry of External
Affairs has not yet clarified if India will extend
humanitarian assistance to the affected civilian
population in Myanmar.

Apart from Jaishankar, the retreat was attended by
Foreign Ministers from Bangladesh, Thailand,
Myanmar, and Bhutan. Nepal and Sri Lanka were
represented by their respective Foreign Secretary and
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, as their Foreign
Ministers did not attend due to domestic political
commitments. [The Hindu]

India races to build power plants in region
claimed by China, sources say

(Im) India plans to invest USD 1 billion to accelerate the
construction of 12 hydropower stations in Arunachal
Pradesh, a state in India’s northeast that is claimed by
China. This move, approved by the federal finance
ministry, includes financial assistance of up to INR 7.5
billion (USD 89.85 million) per project. The total
allocation for these projects is expected to be around
INR 90 billion (USD 1.08 billion). The plans will be
announced in the 2024/2025 federal budget on July 23.

The hydropower projects aim to support northeastern
states and expedite regulatory clearances,
rehabilitation, and electricity-sharing negotiations.
Contracts for the 11.5-gigawatt-capacity plants,
previously awarded to private firms but stalled, were
given to three state-run firms last August. India's
hydropower development has been slow, with less
than 15 gigawatts built in the past 20 years.
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The projects are part of India's broader strategy to
enhance infrastructure in the border region amid
concerns over China's construction of dams on the
Brahmaputra river, which flows from Tibet through
Arunachal Pradesh. These Chinese projects could
potentially cause flash floods or water scarcity in India.
[The Japan Times]

Civil groups challenge India’s submission
on civil, political rights ahead of ICCPR
review

(Im) Ahead of India’s fourth periodic review for
compliance with the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR), scheduled for July 15 and
16, 35 civil society organizations raised significant
concerns about the country’s human rights situation.

India ratified the ICCPR in 1979 with reservations on
Articles 1 (right of all people to self-determination), 9
(right to liberty and security of person), and 13 (rights
of aliens regarding expulsion), as well as declarations
on Articles 12 (freedom of movement), 19(3) (freedom
of expression), 21 (freedom of peaceful assembly), and
22 (freedom of association). In its 2021 submission, the
government stated it has no plans to review these
reservations and declarations.

The Indian government claims substantial progress in
human rights promotion and protection. However, 35
reports from civil society groups, many operating
outside India, challenge this claim. A joint report by 13
organizations criticizes India’s poor response to UN
communications, obstruction of UN visits, and failure
to implement 1997 Committee recommendations,
asserting that the human rights situation has
deteriorated.

Key issues raised include the crackdown in Kashmir,
ethnic violence in Manipur, mob lynching, religious
minority protection, Dalit discrimination, and internet
freedom restrictions. The World Sikh Parliament and
other groups urge recognition of the right to self-
determination. The review will also address concerns
over the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and
exploitation in Northeast India.

Attorney-General for India R. Venkataramani and
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta will lead the Indian
delegation. The review's concluding observations are
expected on July 26. [maktoobmedia]
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IC) accepts Maldives' Declaration of
Intervention in The Gambia v. Myanmar
case

(sa) The International Court of Justice (IC)) has
concertedly approved the Maldives' Declaration of
Intervention in the case concerning the Application of
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar). On
July 3, the ICJ unanimously decided that the Maldives'
intervention is admissible concerning the
interpretation of the Genocide Convention's
provisions. This decision, which allows the Muslim-
majority Maldives to present legal arguments and
perspectives that may assist the IC] in interpreting the
provisions of the Genocide Convention, was made
despite Myanmar's objections to the Maldives'
involvement. [The edition]

The case, filed by the Gambian government on
November 11, 2019, addresses atrocities committed
against Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.

Maldives submits period review report on
ICCPR to UN’s Human Rights Committee

(sa) The Maldives' last week submitted its periodic
report to the United Nations Human Rights
Committee, detailing the implementation of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) in the country. This report, covering the period
from July 2012 to March 2022, is part of the Maldives'
obligations under the ICCPR to regularly inform the UN
on the progress and enforcement of civil and political
rights.

The Maldivian delegation, led by Attorney General
Ahmed Usham, included officials from the Attorney
General's Office, President’s Office, Foreign Ministry,
Defense Ministry, and Social and Family Development
Ministry. In his speech Usham emphasized that Islamic
principles are fundamental to Maldivian society and
that rights under the ICCPR must align with the
Maldivian constitution, laws, and Islamic values.

The UN Human Rights Committee is expected to
provide feedback and recommendations on the report
by July 19. [Sun Online]

IMF approves USD 41 million assisting
Nepal's economic stability
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(ps) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
approved the disbursement of USD 41.3 million to
Nepal, concluding its fourth review under the Extended
Credit Facility. This brings the total financial support to
Nepal under this program to USD 247.7 million. The
IMF praised Nepal's progress in mitigating pandemic
impacts and maintaining economic stability. Economic
growth is projected to improve from 3 percent in fiscal
year 2023/24 to 4.9 percent in 2024/25. However, the
IMF warned about potential risks, including financial
sector vulnerabilities and political instability. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The Extended Credit Facility is an IMF program that
provides financial assistance to countries facing
protracted balance of payments problems. For Nepal,
this fund aims to support economic recovery,
structural reforms, and poverty reduction. The
program focuses on maintaining economic stability,
enhancing public financial management, and
promoting sustainable growth.

Bangladesh writes to Nepal to proceed
with power trade agreement involving
India

(Im) The Bangladesh Power Development Board
(BPDB) has requested the Nepal Electricity Authority
(NEA) to proceed with signing a power trade
agreement to purchase 40 MW of electricity. The
agreement, which follows BPDB's approval of NEA's
bid, involves a tripartite arrangement with India. Under
this agreement, electricity will be transmitted from
Nepal to a 400kV substation in Muzaffarpur, India, and
then onward to Bangladesh. Bangladesh will cover the
transmission costs within India. This arrangement is
set to commence from the monsoon season each year,
lasting for five years, with Nepal earning 6.40 US cents
per unit of electricity sold. [The Kathmandu Post]

This agreement is part of India's broader
"Neighbourhood First" policy, which aims to strengthen
energy cooperation with its neighbors. It also
addresses long-standing demands from Nepal and
Bangladesh for utilizing the Indian grid for power
trading, a move that reduces these countries'
dependence on China for energy needs.

The collaboration began gaining momentum during
Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal's visit to
New Delhi in June 2023, where he and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi discussed facilitating
hydropower export from Nepal to Bangladesh. Initially,
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50 MW of hydropower will be exported, with potential
increases once the agreement is fully operational.

China, Nepal, Sri Lanka near closing
digital payment agreements

(ps) Agreements with China and Sri Lanka on digital
payment systems from Nepal are nearing completion.
The country's central bank, the Nepal Rastra Bank
(NRB), is set to promote digital platforms for cross-
border payment settlements through its upcoming
monetary policy. The NRB has permitted financial
transactions to three countries via digital platforms,
including integrating with Alipay (China) and Lanka Pay
(Sri Lanka). This initiative aims to facilitate smoother
cross-border transactions and address complaints
from traders. [My Republica] [Nepal News]

Additionally, Nepal's central bank sets the use of QR
code payment systems for transactions in India and
Bhutan, with a daily limit of NPR 15,000 (USD 113) and
a monthly limit of NPR 100,000 (USD 753). Discussions
with the Reserve Bank of India are ongoing to facilitate
using larger denomination Indian currency notes in
Nepal. Allowing foreigners make payments in Nepal
using their local digital payment systems. Nepali
companies must get prior approval to engage in cross-
border digital payments. A retail payment switch for
inter-country payments via QR codes is being
considered. [AIR No. 27, July/2024, 1]

Shipments from China to Nepal increase
significantly, driven by influx of electric
vehicles

(Im) Imports from China to Nepal surged by 34.8
percent in the first eleven months of the current fiscal
year, driven largely by the influx of electric vehicles
(EVs). In contrast, imports from India fell by 3.1 percent
due to export curbs on food items by the southern
neighbor. The Trade and Export Promotion Center
reported that imports from China increased by NPR
70.44 billion to NPR 272.81 billion, while imports from
India dropped by NPR 29.53 billion to NPR 908.30
billion.

The overall decline in imports from India contributed
to a 1.8 percent reduction in Nepal's total imports,
which amounted to NPR 1.45 trillion. Despite the
decrease in total imports, specific categories such as
EVs, smartphones, readymade garments, chemical
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fertilizers, and apples saw significant increases from
China.

In particular, Nepal imported 7,931 EVs worth NPR
21.83 billion from China, a substantial increase from
the previous fiscal year. Additionally, Nepal imported
1.23 million smartphones worth NPR 17.27 billion,
99,965 tones of chemical fertilizers worth NPR 8.69
billion, and 65,827 tones of apples worth NPR 6.98
billion from China.

Trade experts attribute the rise in imports from China
to the lower cost and better performance of Chinese
EVs compared to Indian ones. Meanwhile, the fall in
imports from India has been partially offset by
increased informal trade due to smuggling activities,
especially after India imposed bans on certain food
exports. [The Kathmandu Post]

Three killed in car bomb-and-gun attack
on Pakistan military compound;
Islamabad rules out talks with TTP

(tj/ss) A suicide bomber drove an explosive-laden
vehicle into a military compound in Bannu, Pakistan,
followed by armed insurgents storming the site. The
attack resulted in the death of at least three soldiers
and injuries to 12 others. The intense blast also
damaged nearby civilian homes, injuring six people.
Pakistani soldiers quickly responded, cornering and
killing four assailants during a heavy gunfight. The
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility
for the attack.

Pakistan accuses TTP of orchestrating violence from
sanctuaries in Afghanistan with support from the
Taliban government. The Pakistani Foreign Ministry has
been in discussions with Afghanistan, urging action
against these terrorist entities. The Taliban
government denies these accusations, stating TTP is an
internal issue for Pakistan.

A recent United Nations report described TTP as the
largest terrorist group operating in Afghanistan, with
6,000-6,500 fighters, and noted increased terrorist
activities in Pakistan since the Taliban's return to
power in Kabul. The Taliban government rejected the
UN report, claiming no foreign groups operate within
Afghanistan.[Radio Pakistan] [Voice of America]

Just days before the deadly attack, Islamabad
announced that it will not enter into any talks with the
banned TTP. It also said that it respects Afghanistan’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity and expects the
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Afghan authorities to uphold its sovereignty and take
action against terrorist groups that are using
sanctuaries inside Afghanistan for terrorist attacks
against Pakistan.[The Express Tribune]

Pakistan denies UN refugee agency’s
claim, urges Western countries to
expedite resettlement of Afghans

(Im) Pakistan has denied a recent claim by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) that
the country has suspended its plan to repatriate illegal
foreign immigrants, primarily Afghan nationals. The
denial follows a statement from the UNHCR, which
mentioned that its High Commissioner, Filippo Grandi,
was assured during his visit to Pakistan that the
repatriation plan had been paused.

The UNHCR reported Grandi's call for extending the
Proof of Registration (PoR) cards for over 1.3 million
Afghans, legalizing their status in Pakistan. However,
Islamabad refuted the suspension claim, stating that
the repatriation program is still in place and being
implemented in a phased manner.

Since the launch of the deportation drive in November
last year, Pakistan has deported over 620,000 Afghan
nationals. The government has cited concerns over
security, smuggling, and resource strain as reasons for
the deportation. It also insists that the drive targets all
illegal residents, not just Afghans. Over four million
Afghans reside in Pakistan, with around 1.7 million
undocumented.

However, the Afghan embassy in Islamabad expressed
that Afghan refugees are suffering due to a lack of
clear policy and emphasized the need for a dignified
and voluntary repatriation process. The UNHCR also
suggested exploring additional solutions like third-
country resettlement and longer-term integration
within Pakistan. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan urges Western countries to expedite resettlement
of thousands of Afghan nationals

Meanwhile, Pakistan is also urging Western countries
to expedite the resettlement process for over 44,000
Afghan nationals stranded in the country since the
Taliban takeover of Kabul in 2021. Many of these
individuals are waiting for Special Immigrant Visas
(SIVs) due to their collaboration with United States
forces. Pakistan has agreements with countries like
Australia, Canada, Germany, the UK, and the US to
relocate these Afghans but faces delays. [Arab News 2]
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Despite the ongoing security tensions, there are clear
indications that Pakistan continues to prioritize its
relationship with neighboring Afghanistan. Recently,
Islamabad launched 4,500 scholarships for Afghan
students to study social and natural sciences at
Pakistani universities over the next five years. This
initiative, part of the Allama Igbal Scholarship program
introduced in 2009, covers tuition fees,
accommodation, and a monthly stipend for
undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral studies.

Pakistan launches 4,500 scholarships for Afghan students
amid ongoing security tensions

Moreover, Pakistani officials recently held meetings
with Afghan representatives in Doha to resolve
bilateral issues, and Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
plans to visit Kabul soon. [Arab News 3]

Sri Lanka limits bilateral engagements
ahead of presidential elections

(sa) Ahead of the upcoming presidential elections, the
Sri Lankan government has decided to limit its bilateral
engagements, including visits from foreign leaders,
with the exception of Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The focus is now fully on the elections. Visits
from leaders of countries such as the United Arab
Emirates and the Maldives have been postponed due
to time constraints for President Ranil
Wickremesinghe.

The Election Commission is expected to issue the
notice for elections on either July 30 or 31, with polling
scheduled between September 17 and October 17.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka’s foreign minister to visit
Romania, Poland

(sa) Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister Ali Sabry will pay
diplomatic visits to Romania and Poland from July 16-
19. During these visits, he will be meeting with his
counterparts and other senior government officials. Ali
Sabry will be formally opening the new Sri Lanka
Embassy in Bucharest during this period. [Daily News]

45 Sri Lankan organized criminals still at
large overseas
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(sa) As of July 13, 45 Sri Lankan criminals, red-noticed
by Interpol, are operating from overseas, primarily in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and continue to
engage in organized criminal activities in Sri Lanka. The
Sri Lankan government is working with UAE authorities
to track and extradite these criminals under existing
Extradition Treaties. [Daily Mirror]

UNESCO Director General arrives in Sri
Lanka

(Im) UNESCO Director General Audrey Azoulay arrived
in Sri Lanka on July 16. She was accompanied by three
members of her delegation, arriving from Doha.
Officials from Sri Lanka's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
were present at the airport to welcome them. [Daily
Mirror]

Indonesia to raise contribution to UNRWA

(si) Indonesia has committed to increasing its annual
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Agency
for Palestine (UNRWA) by USD 1.2 million starting in
2024. This pledge was announced by Ambassador
Armanatha Nasir at the UNRWA "Pledging Conference"
held on July 12 in New York.

The conference, opened by UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, aimed to secure financial support
for UNRWA, which serves 5.9 million Palestinian
refugees. Participants, including representatives from
62 countries, called for a ceasefire, compliance with
international law, and urged Israel to stop obstructing
UNRWA's work in Gaza.

In addition to the increased annual contribution,
Indonesia will provide a USD 2 million grant to address
urgent needs identified in the "UNRWA Flash Appeal"
from April to December 2024. The Indonesian
government is also exploring innovative funding
methods, including partnerships with zakat
management institutions.[Antara]

Zakat institutions are religiously based organizations
that seek to match payees' obligations and receivers'
rights on prescribed alms

Laos prepares security for upcoming
ASEAN summit
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(dqgl) The Laotian Ministry of National Defence has
instructed Vientiane authorities to oversee the
deployment of light armored vehicles in preparation
for the ASEAN Summit later this year. This directive
follows guidance from the National Steering
Committee and recommendations from the national
defence sub-committee on peacekeeping and security
training.

Military personnel have been trained to operate two
types of light armored vehicles safely on crowded
roads. This training is part of the government's
commitment to ensuring the security of leaders and
foreign guests attending the ASEAN Summit in
October.

Training sessions will continue periodically from July 8
until the summit's conclusion. While the details are
confidential, armored vehicles will be visible on city
streets both day and night. [The Star]

Laos is holding the ASEAN chairmanship this year.

Myanmar foreign minister participates in
BIMSTEC meeting

(tl) The second foreign ministers’ meeting of
the BIMSTEC Group on Technology and
Economic Cooperation in the Bay of Bengal
was held in New Delhi, India from July 11-12.
The meeting, chaired by Indian Foreign
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
discussed capacity building and economic
cooperation among member states.

Myanmar Foreign Minister U Than Swe was attending
and met on the sidelines of the meeting Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud to discuss the
repatriation of Rohingya refugees.

Human rights groups and civil society organizations
have often requested and objected to the military
council representative attending BIMSTEC meetings
due to Myanmar's human rights violations.

The seven member countries of BIMSTEC group,
including India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Bhutan, and Nepal, have a population of 22
percent of the world's population and a gross domestic
product of USD 2.5 trillion. [Voice of America][Global
New Light of Myanmar]
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New accord establishes hotline Chinese,
Philippine presidents can use to stop
clashes at sea

(Im) A recently signed agreement between China and
the Philippines establishes a direct line of
communication between their presidential offices to
prevent confrontations in the disputed South China
Sea from escalating. This move aims to address
territorial disputes, particularly at fiercely contested
shoals, where previous clashes have raised concerns
about potential larger conflicts involving the United
States, a treaty ally of the Philippines.

The agreement includes provisions for communication
through various channels, including the Department of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at
different levels. Additionally, there is a plan to set up a
new communication channel between the Chinese and
Philippine coast guards once a corresponding
memorandum of understanding is finalized.

The agreement follows a violent confrontation in
August 2023 at the Second Thomas Shoal, where
Chinese coast guard personnel reportedly injured
Philippine navy personnel and seized rifles. The recent
talks in Manila also led to two other confidence-
boosting steps: increased cooperation between coast
guard authorities and the potential convening of a
maritime forum for scientists and academic leaders
from both countries. [abc news]

India, Southeast Asia poised to create new
era of opportunity, Singapore’s President
says

(Ib) Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam
recently emphasized the potential for India and
Southeast Asia to create a new era of opportunity,
equity, and sustainability. Speaking at the 20th
anniversary of the Institute of South Asian Studies
(ISAS), he highlighted the regions' ability to strengthen
multilateralism and navigate the resurgence of
industrial policies among major economies. Tharman
noted the importance of focusing on innovation,
developing individual capabilities, and collaborating
with responsible partners to address global issues like
climate change.

Despite global economic instability and geopolitical
tensions, Tharman pointed out that India and
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Southeast Asia, representing over a quarter of the
global population and 15 percent of its GDP, have a
hopeful populace and are the fastest-growing regions.
He urged both regions to leverage their unique
positioning in the coming decade and suggested
building robust partnerships and maintaining open
economic policies to ensure long-term growth.

Tharman also commended the re-election of Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, noting the significant
improvements in the lives of millions of Indians under
his leadership. He expressed confidence in the
continuity of India's policies and the strengthening of
bilateral relations between Singapore and India.
Tharman concluded by encouraging ISAS to foster
honest thinking and robust partnerships amid global
challenges. [The Straits Times]

88 foreign sex workers, including 64 Thai
arrested in Malaysia

(Im) Malaysian immigration authorities arrested 88
foreigners, including 64 Thai nationals, during a
crackdown on sex activities in Ipoh city. The operation
took place at a hotel and two entertainment venues
suspected of offering sex services. The detainees
included 78 women and 10 men, aged between 21 and
46. Apart from the 64 Thais, there were 13 Vietnamese,
four Nepalis, three Indians, three Bangladeshis, and
one Sri Lankan. The detainees face multiple charges,
though specifics were not disclosed. This was the
second major operation involving Thai nationals within
a week, following the detention of 22 Thai women in
Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. [Bangkok Post]

Thai banks defend themselves against
criticism, say they ‘lack capacity’ to screen
Myanmar deals

(Im) On July 11, representatives from major Thai banks
appeared before a House committee to address
accusations that they facilitated weapons purchases by
the Myanmar junta. The banks argued that they lacked
the capacity to thoroughly investigate all transactions.
This defense followed a UN report that highlighted the
use of Thai banks to transfer materials worth USD 20
million to Myanmar's Ministry of Defence in the 2023
fiscal year, a decrease from USD 60 million the
previous year.
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The UN report, presented by special rapporteur Tom
Andrews, indicated that Thai companies transferred
various materials, including spare parts for helicopters,
dual-use goods such as radio communications and IT
equipment, medical supplies, and construction
materials, to Myanmar. These transactions, according
to the report, undermine global efforts to isolate
Myanmar's ruling junta, which has faced significant
resistance and a deteriorating economy since the 2021
coup.

Representatives from the implicated banks, including
Krungthai, Siam Commercial Bank, Bangkok Bank, TMB
Thanachart Bank, and Kasikornbank, stated that they
strictly follow existing regulations but struggle to
investigate indirect transactions. Pongsit
Chaichutpornsuk, senior executive vice-president at
Krungthai Bank, emphasized that banks do not have
the investigative capacity to track all potential misuse
of funds and would need clearer guidelines from the
government to prevent such transactions.

The Bank of Thailand (BoT) and the Anti-Money
Laundering Office (Amlo) are collaborating to
investigate the transactions and identify any regulatory
gaps. BoT assistant governor Chayawadee Chai-anant
mentioned that additional measures might be
introduced if necessary.

Move Forward MP Rangsiman Rome, chair of the
House committee on national security, instructed the
bankers' association, the central bank, and Amlo to
report back within 30 days with recommendations for
further action. He also suggested looking to Singapore
as a model for addressing similar issues, noting the
drop in military exports from Singapore to Myanmar
between 2022 and 2024. Rangsiman emphasized the
committee's stance that the use of Thailand's banking
system to facilitate arms deals and support the
Myanmar junta is unacceptable. [Bangkok Post]

Highlights of Thai foreign minister's
official visit to India

Thailand to host sixth BIMSTEC Summit in September

(bk) On July 11, Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa
joined the Second BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers’ Retreat
in New Delhi, India. Chaired by India's Minister of
External Affairs, the meeting included Foreign
Ministers from Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Myanmar, the
State Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka, the
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Nepal, and
the BIMSTEC Secretary-General. Discussions focused
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on enhancing BIMSTEC in areas such as sustainable
development, digital economy, and disaster
management. Foreign Minister Maris emphasized
Thailand's role as a crucial link between BIMSTEC and
ASEAN, connecting markets with a combined
population exceeding 4 billion. He also underscored
Thailand's readiness to host the sixth BIMSTEC Summit
in Bangkok on September 4, proposing the concurrent
hosting of the BIMSTEC Young Entrepreneur Forum to
foster innovation among the region's youth. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs 1]

BIMSTEC stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation and
includes seven South and Southeast Asian nations:
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
and Thailand. These countries share a dependence on
the Bay of Bengal. [Bangkok Post]

Multilateral meeting with India's Prime Minister

During his visit on July 12, Foreign Minister Maris, along
with BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers, met with India's Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, following the Second
BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers' Retreat in New Delhi. They
focused on enhancing regional cooperation across
mutual interests and benefits, particularly within the
BIMSTEC framework. Prime Minister Modi assured full
support to Thailand for the upcoming BIMSTEC Summit
in Bangkok in September. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2]

Bilateral discussions with India's Minister of External
Affairs

On the same day, Foreign Minister Maris held a
bilateral meeting with India's Minister of External
Affairs, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. The meeting
focused on elevating Thailand-India relations to a
Strategic Partnership through various areas of
collaboration, including Thailand's landbridge project,
and facilitating tourism through visa-free measures.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3]

Thailand approves 60-day visa-free entry
for 93 countries

(msz) Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
announced he will approve a 60-day visa-free entry
scheme for visitors from 93 countries starting July 15.
This scheme, proposed by the Interior Ministry, allows
tourists to stay in Thailand for up to 60 days. The
initiative aims to boost tourism and includes measures
for visitor management by immigration and security
authorities, which have already been implemented
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successfully for visitors from China, India, and
Kazakhstan.

Previously, the visa-free scheme covered 57 countries,
including the United States, the United Kingdom,
Australia, Japan, and several European nations. The
new expansion adds 36 countries, such as India, China,
Russia, Taiwan, and several others from Asia, Latin
America, and the Caribbean. [Bangkok Post]

Lao mining operations export raw
materials to China via Vietham

(wn) Due to the absence of local processing plants,
mining operations in Laos, particularly in its southern
provinces, are exporting significant quantities of iron,
coal, and other raw materials through Vietnam, which
are then shipped to China for processing. The process
has garnered international attention, with Australia's
ambassador to Vietnam, Andrew Goledzinowski,
highlighting these truck shipments during a recent visit
to Ha Tinh. He also mentioned that a railway
connection between Laos and Vung Ang port is being
considered to streamline the transport process.

Historically, most raw materials from Laos' numerous
Chinese-funded mining projects were transported
overland directly to China. Large trucks loaded with
minerals were commonly seen heading north towards
the Boten border checkpoint with China’s Yunnan
province. However, these projects have sparked
considerable criticism within Laos. Local communities
frequently complain about the lack of employment
opportunities for Lao workers and the negative impact
on their access to farmland and clean drinking water.

In response to these issues and the broader economic
impact, National Assembly lawmaker Hongkham
Xayakhom urged the government to reassess its
mining policies. She pointed out that despite extensive
mining activities, the economic and financial conditions
of the country have not significantly improved, and
many citizens continue to struggle with high levels of
debt.

In March, Laos’ Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone
directed the Ministry of Energy and Mines to mandate
that mining companies process raw minerals within
Laos before exporting them. A ministry official
emphasized the need for companies to comply with
this directive promptly. Nonetheless, some shipments
from northern Laos continue to be sent to China via
the Laos-China railway, which began operations in
December 2021.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-tll/

The Lao government fully supports the export of raw
minerals to China and has established committees to
inspect and weigh every truck loaded with these
materials. Minister of Energy and Mines Phoxay
Xayasone reported to lawmakers that mining activities
generated USD 2.4 billion for investors in 2023,
resulting in USD 322 million in tax revenue for the Lao
government. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam Airlines top-performing airline
stock in 2024, surges 179 percent

(wn) Vietnam Airlines has seen its stock rise by 179
percent in 2024, making it the top-performing airline
stock globally. This remarkable recovery, driven by a
resurgence in travel demand, has enabled the state-
owned airline to post a significant first-quarter profit
after over four years of consecutive losses. Previously
on the brink of insolvency and potential delisting from
the Ho Chi Minh Stock Exchange, Vietnam Airlines is
now outperforming regional competitors like
Singapore Airlines, which has risen by 7.8 percent, and
Air China, which has fallen by 3.7 percent.

PYN Fund Management forecasts record revenue and
profit for Vietnam Airlines this year. But despite this
positive outlook, the airline remains cautious due to
macroeconomic uncertainties and is focusing on
balancing revenue and expenditure. Plans include
expanding routes in Southeast Asia and Europe and
increasing capacity on key routes. [The Thaiger]

Bhutan, India checkpoint construction
delays to align with Bhutan's mindfulness
city project

(ps) The construction of the Integrated Checkpost (ICP)
at the international border in Gelephu has been
delayed because of Bhutan’'s Gelephu Mindfulness City
(GMCQ) project. The GMC project needs to be completed
first so that the ICP can be built to complement it.
Home Minister Tshering noted that while the ICP's
design is complete, construction will proceed only after
finishing the GMC project. The ICP aims to enhance
trade and tourism between Bhutan and India and will
include advanced facilities for customs, immigration,
and security. [Kuensel]

The ICP in Gelephu locates at the Bhutan-India border.
Gelephu is a town in southern Bhutan, near the Indian
state of Assam.
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The GMC is a groundbreaking initiative in Bhutan,
designed to be an economic hub with a unique focus
on conscious and sustainable businesses. It integrates
mindfulness principles and Bhutanese identity,
covering 1,000 square kilometers near Gelephu. GMC
aims to address economic challenges, promote
sovereignty, and reverse youth migration trends by
emphasizing Bhutanese values and Gross National
Happiness (GNH) ideals.

Bhutan's royal couple strengthens ties
with Mongolia

(ps) His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the
Gyaltsuen (Dragon Queen) of Bhutan were officially
received in Mongolia by President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa
and First Lady Bolortsetseg Luvsandorj. They
participated in an honor guard ceremony, met for
official discussions, and witnessed the signing of
several Memoranda of Understanding to strengthen
Bhutan-Mongolia relations. [Kuensel]

The Majesties of Bhutan, accompanied by Their Royal
Highnesses, visited Mongolia as Guests of Honour.
They attended the Naadam festival in Ulaanbaatar,
viewing traditional games and ceremonies. Their visit
included tours of the Chinggis Khaan Museum and
Statue Complex, and the Bogd Khan Palace Museum.
The visit began with an official welcome by Mongolia's
President and First Lady. The visit included cultural and
historical tours and culminated with a state banquet
hosted by the President of Mongolia. [The Bhutanese]

Cambodia, Japanese mine agency deepen
mining cooperation

(dgl) On July 10, 2024, Cambodian Senior Minister and
First Deputy Chairman of the Mine Authority, Dr. Ly
Thuch, met with visiting Koji Yamazaki, President of the
Japan Mine Action Service (JMAS), and his colleagues to
discuss how to deepen partnerships and cooperation
in mine action activities in the country.

Referencing JMAS's more than 20 years of demining
and community development efforts in Battambang,
Banteay Meanchey, and Stung Treng provinces that
contributed to the clearance of 65 square kilometers of
land and destroyed 21,188 mines and 396,364
unexploded ordnances (UXOs), Yamazaki reaffirmed
plans to expand deming projects in line with
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Cambodia's National Strategic Plan and acknowledged
Cambodia's global contributions to demining skills.

Ly, for his part, reaffirmed the Cambodian
government's support for JMAS projects to enhance
the lives of people in demined communities,
highlighting ongoing cooperation between Cambodia
and Japan in mine action. [EAC News]

In a separate meeting of July 11, Prime Minister Hun
Manet called on JMAS to enhance cooperation with
demining operators in Cambodia to clear more areas
of unexploded ordnance (UXO) and explosive
remnants of war (ERW). He highlighted ongoing efforts
to strengthen cooperation with Japan in demining
activities, both within Cambodia and in humanitarian
efforts abroad. [The Phnom Penh Post]

The meetings follow Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa's visit to Cambodia earlier this month during
which she discussed with Huna Manet and her
Cambodian counterpart Sok Chenda Sophea ways to
boost bilateral cooperation in multiple areas, including
sustainability, human resource development, digital
technology, water management, and security. During
her visit to the Cambodian Mine Action Center,
Kamikawa announced a collaborative effort with
Cambodia to extend expertise and technology in
landmine clearance to global contexts, including
Ukraine (see AiR No. 28, July/2024, 2).

China’s military preparations include
target practice on imitation US fighter jets

(jm) Recent satellite images from Plant Labs, a San
Francisco tech firm, reveal that China has installed
mock US fighter jets in a remote desert area for target
practice. These images show models of advanced US
combat aircraft, such as F-35s and F-22s, at a site in the
Taklamakan Desert, Xinjiang province. The mock jets
and scorch marks on a fake runway suggest missile
strike drills. This location has previously hosted military
tests, including mock-ups of US naval vessels (see AR
No. 45, November/2021, 2) and structures resembling
Taiwan's presidential office.

The drills align with China’s broader strategy to
challenge US influence in the Indo-Pacific region.
Beijing's actions are part of a larger pattern of military
preparations that include simulating attacks on
Taiwan, a democratic island that China claims as its
territory despite never having governed it.
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The US and its allies have also been preparing for
potential conflicts with China, especially concerning
Taiwan. The US Special Operations Command
conducted its first Taiwan conflict scenario exercise in
2023. Tensions between China and NATO have
escalated, with NATO accusing China of enabling
Russia's military actions against Ukraine. In response,
China criticized NATO, accusing it of creating chaos in
regions like Afghanistan and Libya and now disrupting
peace in the Asia-Pacific (see article in this edition).

China's military assertiveness has led to increased
confrontations in the South China Sea and the Pacific.
Additionally, on July 9, China has extended its military
reach beyond the Indo-Pacific, demonstrated by a joint
drill with Belarus near the border with NATO member
Poland (see AIR No. 28, July/2024, 2). Meanwhile, on
July 10, a US Coast Guard cutter spotted Chinese
military ships within the US exclusive economic zone
near Alaska, though the encounter was reported to be
in accordance with international norms. [Telegraph]

US imposes more sanctions on Chinese
officials over human rights abuses

(rl) On July 13, The Biden administration has
announced new sanctions against Chinese officials
over alleged "genocide and crimes against humanity"
in Xinjiang. The US State Department will impose visa
restrictions on officials involved in repressing
marginalized religious and ethnic communities.

This move follows sharp rebukes of China's human
rights record and support for Russia's war in Ukraine,
shown during last week's NATO summit (see article in
this edition). [France 24]

Beijing denounced the allegations and promised to
retaliate, asserting that the US fabricates evidence for
political manipulation. [JURIST Legal News] [South
China Morning Post]

China and Russia conduct joint naval drills

(jm) On July 12, the Ministry of National Defense of the
People’s Republic of China announced that the Chinese
and Russian armed forces had begun joint naval
exercises, named Exercise Joint Sea-2024, near
Zhanjiang City in Guangdong Province, China. These
drills, starting in early July and lasting until mid-July, are
part of the annual military engagement plan and a
bilateral agreement between the two nations.
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The exercises aim to showcase the capabilities and
determination of China and Russia in addressing
maritime security threats and maintaining global and
regional peace and stability. The drills are expected to
further strengthen the comprehensive strategic
partnership of coordination between China and Russia.
[Ministry of National Defense of the PRC] [News AZ]

China reaffirms ties with Solomon Islands
and Vanuatu

(jm) From July 12 - 15, the Solomon Islands' new Prime
Minister, Jeremiah Manele, visited China. On July 12,
Manele met Chinese President Xi Jinping held a
bilateral meeting with Solomon Islands' new Prime
Minister, Jeremiah Manele in Beijing. The meeting was
part of Manele's visit to China from July 12-15. In their
talks, Xi underscored that China is ready to enhance
strategic communication with the Solomon Islands,
firmly supporting each other in safeguarding core
interests and addressing major concerns. He
emphasized aligning Belt and Road cooperation with
the Solomon Islands' development strategy and
deepening cooperation in rural development, medical
services, infrastructure, sustainable development, and
climate change response.

Xi pledged continued assistance to the Solomon
Islands and stressed the importance of coordination in
multilateral institutions to promote the common
interests of developing countries.

Manele in return reaffirmed his country’s adherence to
the one-China principle, its opposition to any form of
"Taiwan independence," support for the Chinese
government's efforts to achieve national reunification.
He further stressed Solomon Islands’ readiness to
further deepen the comprehensive strategic
partnership with China.

The meeting culminated in a joint statement on
deepening the comprehensive strategic partnership
between the two nations. [The State Council of the PRC

1]

Under Manele's predecessor, the Solomon Islands
shifted diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to China
(see AIR No. 38, September/2019, 3) and signed a
security pact (see AR No. 17, April/2022, 4), raising
concerns about China's growing influence in a region
traditionally dominated by the US, Australia, and New
Zealand. These actions occurred amid escalating
tensions between Washington and Beijing.
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The security pact has sparked concerns over a
potential Chinese naval presence and the deployment
of ground troops in the region, which is strategically
important due to its proximity to Australia and
historical significance during World War Il. Despite
mixed reactions from Solomon Islands politicians,
Manele's visit to Beijing is seen as a continued
alignment with China.

Manele had also visited Australia and is in Japan this,
seeking investment and development aid for the
Solomon Islands, a nation with a population of 726,799
and a GDP of less than USD 2 billion, primarily reliant
on fishing, agriculture, forestry, and mining. [AP_ News]

Meanwhile, on the same day, Chinese Premier Li Qiang
met with Vanuatu's Prime Minister Charlot Salwai,
celebrating 42 years of diplomatic ties between China
and Vanuatu.

Li reaffirmed that China is eager to strengthen its
comprehensive strategic partnership with Vanuatu,
aiming to enhance political foundations and mutual
support on key issues. He emphasized deepening
economic, trade, finance, and fisheries cooperation,
implementing high-quality infrastructure projects, and
increasing imports of Vanuatu's agricultural products.
Additionally, Li called for improved cross-border travel
and expanded exchanges in youth, education,
healthcare, culture, tourism, and sub-national
cooperation. He also highlighted the need for stronger
multilateral collaboration to enhance developing
countries' representation in global governance,
promote equity, and address global challenges like
climate change.

Salwai, for his part, reaffirmed his country’s
commitment to the one-China principle, and to
supporting China on issues related to Xinjiang, Hong
Kong, Tibet and the South China Sea, according to the
State Council's readout of the meeting. He expressed
Vanuatu's willingness to actively participate in the high-
quality Belt and Road cooperation. [The State Council
of the PRC 2]

Philippines asserts its position in South
China Sea dispute with China

(jm) On July 12, the Philippines reaffirmed its firm
stance in the South China Sea dispute with China, amid
escalating confrontations over the strategic waterway.
Filipino National Security Adviser Eduardo Ano
announced ongoing efforts to de-escalate tensions
with China, particularly around the Second Thomas
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Shoal. This area has been a key point of recent
confrontations between Manila and Beijing, involving
aggressive maritime behavior and environmental
damage accusations (see AR No. 24, June/2024, 2).

Recent tensions escalated when the Philippines
accused the China Coast Guard of intentionally
ramming and damaging Philippine navy vessels,
disrupting a military resupply mission, and injuring a
Filipino sailor.

China's extensive claims in the South China Sea,
including the Second Thomas Shoal, were deemed
baseless by a 2016 ruling from the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague, brought by the Philippines.
Despite China's rejection of the ruling, Ano reaffirmed
the Philippines' commitment to uphold the award and
reject any coercive attempts to deny its strategic
interests.

Ano emphasized the Philippines' dedication to
peaceful resolution through dialogue and diplomacy.
The European Union also called for respect and
adherence to the 2016 ruling, marking its anniversary
with a statement (see article below).

In response, China criticized the EU for ignoring
historical facts and endorsing what it termed violations
of its sovereignty by the Philippines. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the PRC] [Office of the President of
the Philippines, Presidential Communications Office]

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken expressed
concern over China's actions in the disputed waters,
urging China to abide by the 2016 ruling and cease its
destabilizing conduct. [US Department of State]
[Reuters]

China rebukes EU over South China sea
statement

(rl) China has strongly criticized the European Union's
recent statement supporting the Philippines' claims in
the South China Sea, asserting that the EU disregards
historical facts and endorses the Philippines' alleged
violation of Chinese sovereignty.

This rebuke follows the EU's commemoration of a 2016
arbitration ruling in favor of the Philippines, which
China has rejected. China's mission to the EU
expressed strong dissatisfaction, labeling the
statement as "extremely irresponsible."
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In a broader context, tensions between China and the
West have escalated following the NATO summit.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi rebuked NATO's
depiction of China as a "decisive enabler" of Russia's
actions in Ukraine, asserting that such accusations are
unfounded and exacerbate global tensions. Wang
emphasized the need for mutual respect and dialogue
to prevent strategic miscalculations and maintain
peace.

Additionally, China's military exercises with Belarus
near NATO's eastern border highlight the growing
geopolitical friction. [Euractiv] [Reuters]

Germany to bar Chinese companies’
components from core parts of its 5G
networks starting 2026

(r) Germany will ban critical components made by
Chinese companies Huawei and ZTE from the core of
its 5G networks starting in 2026. Interior Minister
Nancy Faeser announced that these components
would be excluded from 5G core networks by the end
of 2026, and from critical management systems in 5G
access and transport networks by 2029.

The decision follows extensive risk assessments and
negotiations with major telecom operators, including
Deutsche Telekom, Vodafone, and Telefonica. Faeser
emphasized the importance of protecting Germany's
communication infrastructure from espionage and
sabotage, stating that the move aims to safeguard the
nation's security and reduce dependency on single
suppliers.

Huawei responded, asserting that there is no specific
evidence of cybersecurity risks associated with its
technology and that it will continue to promote
cybersecurity improvements and digitalization in
Germany.

This move aligns Germany with other Western nations
like the United States, Britain, and Sweden, which have
already restricted or banned Huawei from their 5G
networks. These countries have cited fears that Beijing
could use the technology for espionage or to disrupt
critical communications infrastructure, accusations
that Huawei has consistently denied.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz's government has
outlined a strategy that acknowledges a “systemic
rivalry” with China, emphasizing the need to reduce
economic dependencies while maintaining trade
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relations and cooperation on global issues like climate
change. [AP][Reuters]

Italy to offer defunct Stellantis brands to
Chinese automakers

(rl) Italy's government is reportedly considering taking
over defunct auto brands owned by Stellantis and
offering them to Chinese companies to encourage
them to establish factories in Italy.

The brands in question are Innocenti and Autobianchi,
both shut down in the 1990s. The plan, which involves
the appropriation of these brands under a new law,
aims to attract foreign investment and boost Italy's
automotive industry. Innocenti was known for
producing the Italian version of the British Mini in the
1960s and 1970s, while Autobianchi produced
upmarket city cars. [Asia Business Outlook]

The move is seen as part of Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni's strategy to revive Italy's industrial base and
reduce dependency on Stellantis, which has been
criticized for neglecting its historic production sites in
Italy.

The industry ministry has registered versions of the
two brands at the national patents and brands office,
differentiating them from those registered by
Stellantis. Although the ministry has not commented,
Stellantis said it has not been informed of the
government's plans.

The government aims to boost Italian vehicle
production to 1 million units per year and attract a
Chinese automaker to Italy. This initiative follows
ongoing discussions with Stellantis and the unveiling of
the Serbian-made Panda model at Fiat's historic Turin
headquarters, marking Fiat's 125th anniversary.

Industry Minister Adolfo Urso, who attended the event,
urged Stellantis to reinvigorate its manufacturing
activities in Italy. [Reuters]

China shows willingness to strengthen
trade with Saudi Arabia

(rl) China has expressed its willingness to enhance
trade and investment exchanges with Saudi Arabia,
stated Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao on
July 9.
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In talks with Saudi officials, including the president of
the Public Investment Fund and chairman of Saudi
Aramco, Wang highlighted China's readiness to deepen
cooperation in infrastructure, energy resources, green
development, and digital economy.

This dialogue reflects the strengthening economic ties
between China and Saudi Arabia, with a particular
focus on collaborative efforts in key sectors. Wang
welcomed Saudi companies to further establish their
presence in China, emphasizing mutual benefits and
strategic alignment. [Reuters]

Chinese construction firm awarded major
development contract in Saudi Arabia

(rl) China State Construction Engineering Corporation
(CSCEC), a major Chinese state-owned construction
company, has secured a significant contract in Saudi
Arabia worth over USD 2 billion. [Xinhua]

The contract involves building a new mixed-use district
north of Diriyah, near Riyadh. This flagship project,
developed in partnership with El Seif Engineering
Contracting Co. Ltd (ESEC), will feature educational
institutions, cultural venues, modern offices, and a
luxury hotel. Construction is slated to begin in the third
quarter of 2024 and is part of Saudi Arabia's Vision
2030 economic diversification plan. [China.org]

China strengthens strategic partnership
with Guinea-Bissau

(jm) On July 10, Guinea-Bissau President Umaro
Sissoco Embalo visited China and met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping. Embalo sought to further develop
and intensify cooperation between the two nations.
The partnership already spans education, health,
agriculture, infrastructure, fisheries, and defense.

China has historically built strong diplomatic relations
with small nations like Guinea-Bissau to secure political
allies and support in international forums. For Guinea-
Bissau, China is a crucial partner, financing various key
projects including roads, stadiums, and presidential
palaces. Embalo highlighted China as Guinea-Bissau's
top priority and most important diplomatic partner,
securing multimillion-dollar deals during his visit.

The partnership includes China's continued support for
Guinea-Bissau's infrastructure projects and expansion
of cooperation in mining, infrastructure, and ocean
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resources under the Belt and Road Initiative. Chinese
companies are encouraged to invest in Guinea-Bissau
to aid its national development.

China has committed to financing several upcoming
projects in Guinea-Bissau, including a large conference
center, the renovation of 300 kilometers of roads, and
the construction of a new university campus for 12,000
students.

Embalo highlighted China's indispensable role, noting a
USD 27.5 million donation for ongoing and future
projects. China's support extends to Guinea-Bissau's
only highway, completed artisanal fishing port, and
donations of agricultural machinery and supplies.

China has also committed to sending agricultural and
medical experts to assist Guinea-Bissau, providing
government scholarships, and facilitating training to
develop local talent. China’s presence in Guinea-Bissau
is visible through numerous funded projects, including
government buildings, a national stadium, and a
fishing port.

Xi granted market access for Guinea-Bissau’s
agricultural products, such as cashew nuts, and
committed to exploring local processing of these
products. This move aligns with Beijing's broader
strategy to support African agricultural modernization,
as promised at the BRICS summit in Johannesburg.
Additionally, China waived tariffs on 98 percent of
taxable items from Guinea-Bissau in 2022. [The State
Council, the PRC]

While President Embalo praises China’s non-
interference in internal politics, analysts warn that
China maintains its own strategic and economic
interests. China’s involvement in Guinea-Bissau
includes operating over 70 fishing boats, exploiting
natural resources like rare sands, and exploring oil,
bauxite, and phosphate deposits. There is also
speculation that China might take over Guinea-Bissau's
cashew nut harvest for processing in China.

China's influence is also evident in training and
exchange programs for Bissau-Guineans, with
thousands of scholarships and training opportunities
offered annually. These programs have improved
perceptions of China in Guinea-Bissau. Historically,
China supported Guinea-Bissau's liberation from
Portuguese rule, further cementing their close
relationship.

According to Sub-Saharan geoeconomic analyst Aly-
Khan Satchu, while Guinea-Bissau is not economically
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significant to China, Guinea-Bissau’s political supportin
international forums is valuable. [SCMP] [DW]

Chinese firm JCHX invests USD 300 million
in Zambia’s lubambe cooper mines

(jm) China's JCHX Mining plans to invest USD 300
million in Zambia's Lubambe Copper Mines to revitalize
its operations. Announced by Zambia's state mining
investment unit ZCCM-IH, the investment aims to
extend the mine's life and increase production. JCHX,
which recently acquired an 80 percent stake in
Lubambe from EMR Capital, will collaborate with
ZCCM-IH, the holder of the remaining 20 percent, to
negotiate new shareholder and commercial terms.

Formerly owned by African Rainbow Minerals and Vale
SA, Lubambe Copper Mines produced approximately
15,000 tons of copper last year but requires increased
output to achieve sustainability. Part of JCHX's
investment includes the construction of a new shaft to
access deeper copper deposits, with plans detailed on
the Lubambe mine website by CEO Wang Gang.
[Lubambe] [Mining.com]

Bangladesh prime minister visits China

(jm) On July 10, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina visited Beijing. China and Bangladesh
reaffirmed their diplomatic ties, elevating their
relationship to a comprehensive strategic cooperative
partnership, specifically closer economic relations,
primarily supported by Chinese policy banks. China's
Politburo Standing Committee member Wang Huning
highlighted the mutual respect and equality between
the two nations, exemplifying friendly coexistence and
beneficial cooperation.

Prime Minister Hasina met with Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li Qiang. They signed 28 bilateral
agreements focused on trade and investment.
Bangladesh occupies a strategic position between
Myanmar, a long-time Chinese ally now in conflict, and
India, with which China has a longstanding border
dispute. Despite maintaining development
partnerships with the United States and India,
Bangladesh is increasingly aligning with China, which is
heavily involved in its major infrastructure projects and
military supplies.

President Xi highlighted the importance of this
partnership, emphasizing the need to deepen high-
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quality Belt and Road cooperation and expand
collaboration across various fields. He called for
enhanced political mutual trust and support for
Bangladesh's independent foreign policy, national
sovereignty, and territorial integrity. Xi also expressed
China's willingness to share governance and
development experiences, strengthen economic and
trade ties, and encourage Chinese enterprises to invest
in Bangladesh.

Xi underscored the importance of cultural and people-
to-people exchanges, proposing the China-Bangladesh
Year of People-to-People and Cultural Exchanges next
year to promote cooperation in culture, tourism,
media, and sports. He also stressed the need for
coordination on international and regional affairs
within multilateral frameworks such as the United
Nations, aiming to build a community with a shared
future for humanity. [The State Council, the PRC]

Hasina's visit follows a recent trip to India, reflecting
her strategy to balance partnerships with both
neighbors amid growing US interest in the Indo-Pacific
region. The US remains Bangladesh's largest source of
foreign direct investment, but China is also a key
economic partner, particularly as Bangladesh faces
challenges like heavy debt and dwindling foreign
currency reserves. Reports indicate Bangladesh may
seek USD 20 billion in new loans from China.

Regional concerns include China's border tensions with
India, military expansion into the South China Sea and
Indian Ocean, conflict in Myanmar, and Beijing's
control of Himalayan water resources impacting
agriculture in Bangladesh and neighboring countries.
Despite international pressure for free and fair
elections in Bangladesh, China has openly supported
Hasina's administration and shown willingness to aid
its economy. [AP News]

Palestinian factions to hold unity talks in
China

(rl) Palestinian factions Hamas and Fatah, largest
faction of the confederated multi-party Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) and the second-largest
party in the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC), are
set to hold unity talks in China this month. These
discussions aim to resolve deep political divisions that
have persisted for around 17 years.

The factions previously met in China in April to discuss
reconciliation. Tensions between Hamas and Fatah
have escalated due to ongoing conflicts with Israel.
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President of the Palestinian Authority and Fatah
chairman Mahmoud Abbas has criticized Hamas for its
actions, while Hamas accuses Abbas of siding with
Israel. [Aljazeera]

The two main Palestinian factions have been at odds
since Hamas won legislative elections in 2006 and took
over the Gaza Strip in 2007 after a brief civil war in
which it routed the Western-backed Palestinian forces
loyal to Abbas. Efforts since 2007 by Arab countries,
led by Egypt, have so far failed to end power-sharing
disputes between Hamas, which runs Gaza, and the
Fatah movement of Abbas, which makes the backbone
of the Palestinian Authority.

China's involvement signifies a new attempt to mediate
peace and foster cooperation among Palestinian
factions. The Chinese government's willingness to
facilitate such discussions reflects its broader
geopolitical strategy to strengthen ties in the Middle
East and position itself as a key player in international
diplomacy. [Reuters]

India, Maldives reaffirm commitment to
strengthen bilateral ties

(sa) India's High Commissioner in the Maldives, Munu
Mahawar, called on President Mohamed Muizzu to
reaffirm the strong diplomatic ties between the two
countries and discuss enhancing bilateral cooperation.
During their conversation, they reiterated their
commitment to maintaining peace and stability in the
Indian Ocean. Mahawar expressed gratitude to Muizzu
for attending Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
swearing-in ceremony in June and highlighted ongoing
projects and cooperation between India and the
Maldives. Muizzu appreciated the warm welcome he
received during his visit to India and conveyed his
commitment to fostering close relations and
collaboration with India. Despite recent strains in
relations, both sides emphasized their dedication to
strengthening their special relationship. [Mint]

During conflict, there is no such thing as
strategic autonomy, US ambassador to
India says

(Im) The United States ambassador to India, Eric
Garcetti, highlighted the limitations of "strategic
autonomy" during conflicts, stressing the need for New
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Delhi and Washington to collaborate closely as trusted
partners in times of crisis.

His comments followed concerns raised by US officials
over Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to
Russia amid the ongoing Ukraine conflict and a NATO
conference in Washington. These officials had
expressed their concerns about the timing and
implications of Modi's visit to Moscow, particularly
given the series of deadly Russian missile strikes across
Ukraine. Sources confirmed that the US had directly
raised concerns with Indian officials about India’s ties
with Russia, particularly Modi's visit, which was not
announced until recently.

Against this backdrop, during a conference on India-US
defense and security partnership, Garcetti stated that
New Delhi and Washington must act together in crisis
moments, reflecting their mutual commitment as
trusted partners. He indirectly referred to Russia's
invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and China’s transgressions
at the Line of Actual Control in 2020, emphasizing the
need to address such violations of sovereign borders.

On a related note, Garcetti mentioned the importance
of being open to criticism on issues like human rights,
highlighting a cultural difference between the U.S. and
India regarding criticism. This is noteworthy, given that
in March, the Indian External Affairs Ministry had
summoned the US Deputy Acting Ambassador to
object strongly to comments by the US administration
about Indian elections and the arrest of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

India, Thailand conclude ‘Maitree’ military
exercise

(sg) The 13th edition of the joint military exercise
Maitree 2024 between the Indian Army and the Royal
Thailand Army concluded with a grand ceremony in
Tak Province, Thailand. The two-week exercise
included intensive training and collaboration, focusing
on joint tactical operations in jungle and urban
environments. Activities covered weapon training, day
and night firing, rappelling, jungle survival, navigation,
communication exercises, combat first aid, and
casualty evacuation drills. These efforts improved
tactical skills and bolstered interoperability between
the two forces. [ANI]
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India releases USD 2.5 million in first
tranche to UNRWA

(sg) As a part of its annual contribution of USD 5 million
to United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine refugees (UNRWA), India released its first
tranche of aid amounting to USD 2.5 million on July 15,
for the year 2024-2025. [ANI]

Indonesia and New Zealand strengthen
agricultural trade with new agreement

(rm) The Indonesian Quarantine Authority (IQA) and
the Ministry for Primary Industries of New Zealand
(MPI) have formalized a significant partnership by
signing a Memorandum of Arrangement (MoA). This
agreement, aimed at enhancing cooperation on
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and
certification matters ,was signed in Auckland on July 9.

Reflecting the commitment of both nations to
streamline agricultural trade protocols to strengthen
bilateral trade relations, the agreement includes the
implementation of electronic certification systems. This
initiative is set to facilitate smoother and more efficient
trade processes by reducing paperwork and
administrative burdens.

New opportunities for Indonesian exporters have been
established, particularly for fresh pineapples. This is
expected to pave the way for more Indonesian fresh
fruits and vegetables to enter the New Zealand market
in the future. Comprehensive arrangements have also
been defined for the export of onions from New
Zealand to Indonesia. These measures ensure
compliance with Indonesian phytosanitary
requirements, mitigating biosecurity risks during the
production of onions in New Zealand. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia]

Egypt Al-Azhar Grand Imam visits
Indonesia

(si) Defense Minister and President-Elect Prabowo
Subianto welcomed the Egyptian Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar, Ahmed Al-Tayeb, at the Ministry of Defense
Office in Jakarta on July 10. Prabowo expressed his
admiration for Egypt's history and struggle and
highlighted the close ties between Indonesia and
Egypt, noting that Egypt was among the first countries
to recognize Indonesia's independence. [Tempo 1]
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Prabowo emphasized the Ministry of Defense's
commitment to fostering a beneficial bilateral defense
relationship with Egypt. The Grand Imam's visit
included a prior meeting with President Joko Widodo at
the Presidential Palace, where they discussed various
matters in a closed session, including education and
interfaith dialogue.

A separate meeting between Vice President Amin and
the Grand Imam mutually agreed that both nations
should promote moderate Islam domestically and
internationally. Moreover, they talked about means to
combat islamophobia.

The visit marked Al-Tayeb's third trip to Indonesia.
Before this, the Grand Imam had already visited
Thailand and Malaysia. [Tempo 2] [ArabNews]

UN Under-Secretary-General for Peace
Operations acknowledges Indonesia’s
peacekeeping contributions

(si) United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Peace
Operations, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, expressed gratitude to
Indonesia for its steadfast commitment and
contributions to UN peacekeeping during his visit to
Indonesia on July 10.

Indonesia, which began participating in UN
peacekeeping missions in 1957, is currently the sixth-
largest contributor, with 2,715 uniformed personnel,
including 183 women. Indonesia's largest
peacekeeping contingent is with the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

Indonesian peacekeepers are also deployed in the
Central African Republic (MINUSCA) and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), among
other locations.

During his visit, Lacroix met with Indonesian officials,
including Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, to discuss
further cooperation in areas such as training, digital
transformation of peacekeeping, and promoting
female peacekeepers. Lacroix highlighted the
importance of increasing the number of women in UN
missions and commended Police First Sergeant Renita
Rismayanti, the 2023 UN Woman Police Officer of the
Year. [Tempo]
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Indonesia condemns assault on children's
hospital in Kyiv

(si) The Indonesian government has condemned the
recent attack on civilian facilities in Kyiv, including a
children's hospital, which resulted in civilian casualties.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs posted in X (previously
known as Twitter), emphasizing that these attacks
violate international law and urged all parties to
pursue peace efforts to end the war in Ukraine.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia, X]

Ahead of the 2024 Washington Summit, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused Russia of
attacking a children's hospital in Kyiv. The attack
caused damage to buildings and vehicles in several
districts, with at least seven people killed and 25
injured. Russia denied targeting civilian sites, claiming
their attacks were focused on military infrastructure.
[Antara]

Former Indonesian Vice President
expresses support for Palestine in
meeting with Hamas leader

(si) Former Indonesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla,
during a meeting with Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in
Doha on July 12, reaffirmed Indonesia's support for
Palestinian independence and expressed condolences
for the conflict's victims.

He highlighted the global concern over Gaza's dire
humanitarian situation and the challenges of delivering
aid due to Israel's blockade. Kalla urged Hamas to
unite with Al Fatah - largest faction of the
confederated multi-party Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and the second-largest party in the
Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC) - for better
conditions in Palestine, proposing a humanitarian plan
prioritizing medical aid and support for vulnerable
groups, while emphasizing that these efforts depend
on ending the violence. [Tempo]

President Jokowi welcomes Papua New
Guinea Prime Minister Marape

(si) President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) hosted Papua New
Guinea Prime Minister James Marape at the
Presidential Palace in Bogor, West Java, on July 15.
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During their talks, the two leaders agreed on the
importance of implementing the defence cooperation
agreement that both sides ratified in February (see AiR
No. 10, March/2024, 1) to strengthen the security of
both countries.

Widodo, furthermore, underscored the importance of
advancing talks on the Preferential Trade Agreement
to increase trade between the two countries. In
addition, he expresses the expectation that the
renewal of the health cooperation agreement a new
education cooperation agreement would boost
bilateral collaboration.

The president also reaffirmed Indonesia’'s commitment
to providing grant programs to support development
in Papua New Guinea and other Pacific countries.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia]

The meeting saw the signing of four bilateral
agreements, including two memorandums of
understanding on cross-border land transportation for
passengers and goods, aimed at boosting the economy
and enhancing relations between border residents.
This allows commercial buses and goods to move
freely between Jayapura, Indonesia, and Vanimo,
Papua New Guinea.

Additionally, a health sector agreement, which expired
in 2022, was renewed to address public health issues
along the border. A new education sector agreement
was also signed to facilitate training, capacity building
for teaching staff, and scholarships for students.

Jokowi highlighted the need for continued discussions
on a preferential trade agreement to further enhance
trade between Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.

This meeting follows a previous encounter between
the leaders during a trilateral meeting with Fiji's Prime
Minister at the APEC Summit in San Francisco in last
November. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]

Indonesia distances itself from activists'
meeting with Israel's president

(rm) Five members of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU),
Indonesia's largest Islamic organization, have faced
backlash for visiting Israel and meeting with Israeli
President Isaac Herzog amid the ongoing Gaza conflict.
Indonesia, which has no diplomatic relations with
Israel and condemns its actions in Gaza, has distanced
itself from the visit. The Indonesian government, via
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the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, clarified that the trip
does not represent its official stance.

The controversy arose when NU scholar Zainul Maarif
posted a photo with Herzog on Instagram, prompting
widespread criticism. Other activists involved in the
visit included Munawir Aziz, Nurul Bahrul Ulum,
Syukron Makmun, and Izza Annafisah Dania. NU
leaders and other Islamic figures in Indonesia criticized
the activists for not recognizing the sensitive
geopolitical context and the organization's policies.

The Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) and NU chairman
Syafi Alielha expressed regret over the visit, which they
felt did not represent NU's stance. NU secretary-
general Saifullah Yusuf mentioned that the
organization would seek clarification from the activists,
who might face dismissal if found in violation of NU
principles. Unusia, the university where Zainul teaches,
also condemned the visit and plans an ethics hearing.

Nahdlatul Ulama, founded in 1926 and promoting
moderate Islam, has about 91.2 million members.
[Channel News Asia]

Indonesia and South Korea to link QR
code payments

(rm) Indonesia and South Korea have agreed to
expand cooperation by linking QR code payments
through a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
between Bank Indonesia (Bl) and Bank of Korea (BoK).

Signed by Bl Governor Perry Warjiyo and BoK Governor
Ree Chang-yong in Penang, Malaysia, the MoU aims to
enhance interconnection and interoperability of cross-
border payments using QR codes. This initiative
supports transactions between the two countries'
citizens, promotes the digital economy, and aligns with
the G20 Roadmap for Enhancing Cross-border
Payments. The agreement is expected to create a more
efficient, inclusive, and transparent cross-border
payment system. [The Star]

US seeks Indonesia’'s participation in
multinational mineral partnership

(si) The U.S. has proposed that Indonesia join a
multinational partnership to enhance its
environmental standards while negotiating a critical
minerals deal. U.S. Under Secretary of State Jose
Fernandez discussed the Mineral Security Partnership
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(MSP) with Indonesian officials during his last week's
visit to Jakarta.

Fernandez believes that the MSP would attract
investment that benefits communities and upholds
labor and environmental laws. Additionally, Indonesia
is one of seven countries the U.S. supports to become
a semiconductor hub. Jakarta has asked Washington
for a critical mineral trade deal similar to the U.S.-Japan
agreement, with discussions reportedly progressing
positively.

Fernandez expressed satisfaction with the ongoing
talks but did not provide a timeline for a potential deal.
Indonesian Minister Airlangga Hartarto and Fernandez
also discussed ways to develop critical minerals and
the plan to create a mineral forum, which could serve
as a supply chain platform.

The MSP, comprising 14 countries and the European
Union, aims to develop sustainable critical minerals
supply chains and offer financial and diplomatic
support, potentially improving Indonesia's
environmental and governance standards in the
mineral sector.

Indonesia, rich in minerals like nickel, copper, and
bauxite, has significantly expanded its nickel
processing industry but faces environmental
challenges such as deforestation and pollution from
smelters. [Tempo]

Indonesia, U.S. discuss nuclear power
collaboration

(si) On July 15, Indonesia's Coordinating Minister for
Economic Affairs, Airlangga Hartarto, met with US
Department of Foreign Affairs representatives to
discuss collaboration in agriculture, renewable energy,
and nuclear reactor technology for power generation.

Airlangga highlighted Indonesia's interest in
agricultural biotechnology for crops like rice, corn, and
sugarcane, mentioning research partnerships between
the Indonesian Agriculture Institute (IPB) and US
institutions. He also emphasized ongoing efforts to
develop food estates for food security and discussed
the potential of Small Modular Reactor (SMR)
technology, which could suit Indonesia's diverse
geographical conditions.

US Under Secretary for Economic Growth, Jose
Fernandez, expressed support for using SMRs in
Indonesia and encouraged private sector involvement
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in studying their feasibility. He noted the interest from
US companies managing nuclear reactors and
highlighted Indonesia's nuclear research laboratories
as an asset.

Additionally, Indonesia formed a Semiconductor
Ecosystem Development Task Force and secured a
USD 2.3 million grant for nuclear reactor development
in West Kalimantan Province. Collaboration efforts are
also underway between the United States Trade and
Development Agency (USTDA) and Indonesian
electricity giant PLN Indonesia Power for a
development study. [Tempo]

Japan destroyer sails into Chinese
territorial waters despite warnings,
captain investigated

(rl) Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF)
destroyer, Suzutsuki, entered Chinese territorial waters
off Zhejiang province on July 4, despite repeated
warnings from Chinese vessels. The incident occurred
as the Suzutsuki monitored Chinese military drills. The
destroyer, previously tasked with monitoring the
Chinese aircraft carrier Liaoning, accelerated and
navigated within 12 nautical miles of China's coast for
about 20 minutes before leaving. Chinese authorities
had declared a no-sail zone near Zhejiang for a live-fire
drill.

Japan and China did not use their defense hotline,
instead communicating through regular diplomatic
channels. The hotline, part of the Maritime and Aerial
Communication Mechanism, aims to prevent crises.
Japan has initiated an investigation. [AA]

Chinese government sources described the destroyer's
entry as an "intentional provocation" and are gathering
more information. Meanwhile, Japan maintains that
the entry was legal under the right to "innocent
passage" as defined by the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), although Beijing
disputes this interpretation based on its domestic laws.

The MSDF has previously monitored the Chinese
aircraft carrier Liaoning in the East China Sea but
typically avoids entering territorial waters near
Zhejiang. The diplomatic dispute comes amid ongoing
efforts to stabilize relations, which have been marred
by various issues, including territorial disputes and
environmental concerns. [CNBC] [Kyodo News]
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Russian deputy prime minister visits
Japan-claimed Etorofu Island

(rl) Further straining already tense relations between
Japan and Russia, Yury Trutnev, Russia's Deputy Prime
Minister and presidential envoy to the Far East,
recently visited Etorofu Island, part of the disputed
Northern Territories claimed by Japan. Accompanied
by Alexei Chekunkov, minister for the Development of
the Russian Far East and Arctic, Trutnev inspected
investment projects related to lodging and tourism.

The visit included an inspection of an investment
project site aimed at enhancing local tourism and
lodging facilities. Trutnev highlighted the importance of
expanding investments in the region, signaling Russia's
continued development plans for the disputed islands.

This visit, the first by a senior Kremlin official during
President Putin's fifth term, has intensified diplomatic
tensions between Japan and Russia. The Japanese
government lodged a formal protest with the Russian
Embassy in Tokyo, asserting that such visits by Russian
officials to what Japan considers illegally occupied
territories are unacceptable.

In a broader context, President Vladimir Putin has
exhibited a hardline stance on resuming peace treaty
negotiations with Japan. In recent statements, Putin
indicated that conditions are not yet suitable for
continuing talks. [Reuters]

Despite these challenges, he affirmed his intention to
visit the disputed islands in the future. [NHK World]

Japan, Germany to bolster security
cooperation in Indo-Pacific

(rl) In a strategic move to counter increasing military
assertiveness from China, Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
have agreed to enhance security cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific region. The leaders met in Berlin on July 13
and confirmed plans to create an economic security
framework addressing concerns over China's
subsidized overproduction of electric vehicles and
other key products.

The new framework seeks to deepen policy
coordination on a range of issues, ranging from
protecting emerging technologies, strengthening
supply chains for key goods such as hydrogen, critical
minerals and semiconductors, to promoting
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cooperation in fields such as artificial intelligence,
cyber and next-generation information and
communications infrastructure.

Kishida emphasized the importance of this
cooperation, citing challenges to security environment
in the Indo-Pacific region posed by China and North
Korea.

In addition to security cooperation, the two leaders
also agreed to hold high-level intergovernmental talks
in Germany next year to address a wide range of global
and regional issues. Scholz highlighted the
commonalities between the two nations despite the
geographical distance and announced that defense
and foreign ministers from both countries would hold
"two-plus-two' security talks in Japan soon.

This meeting followed Kishida's attendance at the
NATO summit in Washington. During discussions with
Scholz, Kishida expressed "grave concern" over North
Korea's deepening military cooperation with Russia,
which Scholz labeled as a "clear violation of UN
sanctions." [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

As part of their strengthened defense collaboration,
Japan and Germany's acquisition and cross-servicing
agreement (ACSA), signed in January (see AiR No. 5,
January/2024, 5), came into effect of July 12, simplifying
the sharing of food, fuel, and ammunition between
Japan's Self-Defense Forces and the German military. A
German frigate is scheduled to visit Japan this summer,
while a Maritime Self-Defense Force training squadron
plans a stop in Hamburg.

Interior Minister Nancy Faeser recently announced
Germany's decision to bar the use of critical
components made by Chinese companies Huawei and
ZTE in its 5G networks, highlighting Germany's cautious
approach to Chinese technological influence (see
article in this edition). [Euronews] [The Japan Times]

Trial run of Laos-Thailand cross-border
passenger train service commences

(dgl) On July 12, the Thailand-Laos cross-border
passenger train service commenced its trial run,
enhancing rail connectivity between the two countries
and linking with the China-Laos railway. The train
travels from Bangkok, crosses the border at Nong Khai,
and reaches Khamsavath Station in Vientiane.

Expected to significantly improve rail transport
between Thailand and Laos and promote border trade,
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the service is set to officially begin operations on July
19.

Thailand anticipates that the new service will elevate
its stature as a global tourism hub and strengthen
economic, trade, and tourism ties with neighboring
countries. [Xinhua]

Malaysia and Singapore close to Special
Economic Zone agreement

(oc) On July 10 Malaysia has agreed to sign and finalize
the Special Economic Zone agreement (SEZ) with
Singapore in September. This comes after an
agreement made in January to develop the SEZ in Johor
state, which is just north of Singapore and therefore
aims to attract investment and make the interaction
between these two places more efficient. [Bloomberg]

Malaysian Economic Minister Rafizi Ramil said he is
confident the proposals will be passed. He also
commented on the utility of the initiative by presenting
numerous positive effects the SEZ will have on both
the Malaysian and Singapore economy, including a
passport-free immigration clearance system,
cooperation on renewable energy and simplifying
business approvals.

Summarizing, Rafizi stated the agreement will benefit
both nations, as Malaysia will have access to the
“sophistication of Singapore” and Singapore can access
the lower costs of Johor. [Reuters]

Malaysia, Brunei to finalize land border
demarcation talks soon

(dqgl) Malaysia and Brunei are currently negotiating a
comprehensive agreement or memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to finalize the demarcation of
their 528.45-kilometer land border.

Speaking in a question-and-answer session of the
House of Representatives on July 16, Foreign Minister
Mohamad Hasan confirmed that marking and
measurement activities have already covered 175.96
kilometers, or 33.3 percent of the total border
distance, with plans to complete the process by 2034.

Efforts are underway to address border management
issues with Brunei, including discussions on
immigration and checkpoint management.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-thi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-thd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-thh/

Malaysia is also engaged in similar negotiations with
Indonesia to settle both land and maritime boundaries
through established bilateral mechanisms.
Additionally, Malaysia has concluded 33 land border
agreements or MoUs and nine maritime treaties with
neighboring countries, including significant progress
with Indonesia on a 1,943.2-kilometer land border.
[The Sun]

Myanmar regime’s deputy chief visits
China SCO’s Green Development Forum

(t) China is supplying military hardware and
ammunition to support Myanmar's junta amid
escalating armed resistance. The arms, purchased by
the regime, are expected to arrive in Myanmar within
two weeks to a month. Both China and Russia are
major suppliers of military equipment to Myanmar,
including jet fighters and advanced drones.

Deputy leader Soe Win of the junta recently visited
China to attend the Green Development Forum
organized by the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO), likely to discuss arms procurement and
shipments. His visit follows intensified fighting in
northern Shan State, spreading to Mandalay Region
and Rakhine State, where ethnic armed groups have
made significant gains against junta forces since late
2023. Approximately 20 towns and vital trade routes
with China have fallen under rebel control.

Soe Win's visit marks his first official trip to China since
the 2021 coup and coincides with the junta's
announcement of making Chinese New Year an official
holiday in Myanmar starting next year. During the visit,
he met with Shen Yueyue, president of the SCO's
Good-Neighborliness, Friendship, and Cooperation
Commission, and vice chairwoman of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference, discussing
topics ranging from proposed elections to border
stability and security for Chinese investments.

This move has sparked criticism that the junta is
kowtowing to Beijing to win Chinese support to
suppress domestic resistance. [The Diplomat] [The
Irrawaddy] [Global News Light of Myanmar]

Chinese Communist Party invites
Myanmar political parties to study visits
to China
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(tl) The Communist Party of China (CPC) has invited
Myanmar's military proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party, People's Party, Arakan Front Party
(AFP), and Shan and Ethnic Democratic Party (SEDP) to
a seven-day visit to China. The invitation comes after
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing vowed to hold the long-
delayed election next year.

A 17-member delegation from the four parties will visit
China from 20 to 27 July to strengthen relations
between the CPC and Myanmar's political parties. The
delegation will travel to Yunnan and Qinghai for field
studies and talks with Chinese experts on rural
development and the Belt & Road Initiative.

The junta has repeatedly failed to hold the election
after ousting the elected government led by Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD)
and annulling the 2020 election results that secured
the NLD a second term. The junta has imprisoned
senior NLD members and dissolved the party.
Myanmar people have condemned the election plan as
a ruse to legitimize military rule and have been
dismissed as a sham by the international community,
including the United States. However, China, the
junta's major ally and arms supplier, has offered to
assist the process. [The Irrawaddy] [Eleven Myanmar]

Nepal approves agreement to connect
country with China by rail

(ps) The Nepalese government has approved an
agreement to connect the country with neighboring
China by rail. This decision, made under then-Prime
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal on July 9 just before his
departure from office, is part of Beijing's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and aims to enhance connectivity
between the two countries. The agreement includes
the development of the Trans-Himalayan
Multidimensional Connectivity Network, focusing on
projects like the Kerung-Kathmandu railway.
Implementation details and BRI modalities are yet to
be finalized. [My Republica]

Despite, Nepal and China delayed finalizing the BRI
implementation plan during their 16th bilateral
diplomatic talks due to funding disagreements. Initially,
35 projects were planned, but only nine remain, with
none completed yet. [AIR No. 27, July/2024, 1]
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Japan boosts Nepal's public hospitals with
medical equipment

(ps) Japan has donated medical equipment to eight
advanced public hospitals in Kathmandu, Nepal
through a grant assistance program. Medical
equipment is valued at approximately USD 750,000.
The donation includes essential items such as
ultrasound machines, electrocardiograms (ECGs), and
hospital beds. This initiative aims to enhance the
healthcare services in the region, reflecting Japan's
ongoing support for Nepal's medical infrastructure.
The equipment was handed over by Japanese
Ambassador Kikuta Yutaka and received by Nepalese
Health Minister Mohan Bahadur Basnet. [The
Himalayan Times]

North Korea condemns Japan for
releasing Fukushima treated nuclear
water

(ac) North Korea has condemned Japan's discharge of
treated nuclear water from Fukushima, calling the
move "shameless and irresponsible" [Rodong Sinmum]

This comes after Japan carried out its seventh
discharge of the treated water in late June (see AR No.

Japan began releasing the treated water in August
2023, facing backlash and criticism from neighboring
countries, particularly China, which has banned
Japanese maritime exports.[Yonhap News]

North Korean military delegation visits
Russia

(ac) In a sign of deepening relations between North
Korea and Russia, North Korean military delegation
was sent to Russia. According to North Korea State
agency, Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), the
delegations were led by Kim Kum Chol, the president
of Kim Il Sung Military University, the country’s top
military school. KCNA did not report the purpose of the
trip nor disclose further information.

South Korea declared that any cooperation that would
directly or indirectly increase North Korea's military
power is a violation of UN Security Council resolutions,
and the acts should be subjected to monitor. [Radio
Free Asia] [KCNA]
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China, Pakistan reaffirm commitment to
strengthening CPEC, expanding bilateral
cooperation

(ss) Pakistan and China have reaffirmed their
commitment to to accelerate progress on the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a key project under
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). During a meeting in
Beijing, Minister for Planning, Development and

Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal and Zhao Chenxin, vice-
chairman of China's National Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC), underscored the importance of
CPEC in enhancing connectivity, trade, and socio-
economic development.

Both sides agreed to expedite the completion of
ongoing projects, including the ML-I railway project,
KKH realignment, and the Sukkur-Hyderabad
motorway. Discussions also focused on expanding
cooperation into new areas such as technology,
innovation, education, connectivity, and renewable
energy.

Igbal emphasized Pakistan's commitment to
revitalizing CPEC through the operationalization of five
growth corridors: livelihoods, innovation, green
development, and inclusivity, aligning with Pakistan’s
5Es Framework (exports, e-Pakistan, environment,
equity, energy, and education). He also expressed
gratitude for China's support and highlighted the
significance of President Xi's initiatives like BRI, the
Global Development Initiative (GDI), and the Global
Civilisation Initiative (GCl). [Radio Pakistan]

This meeting followed on a previous meeting between
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese
President Xi Jinping during the former's visit to Beijing
from June 4 to 8. This visit was aimed at strengthening
bilateral ties and launching the second phase of CPEC
projects.

China-Pakistan trade drives cross-border
traffic surge at Khunjerab Pass

(Im) Trade between Pakistan and China has led to a
significant increase in cross-border traffic at the
Khunjerab Pass connecting Pakistan's Gilgit-Baltistan
region in the north with China's Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region, with a 110 percent year-on-year
rise in the first half of 2024. The pass, the highest
paved international border at 4,600 meters above sea
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level, reopened in April 2024 after being closed for four
months. On June 11, the border saw a record clearance
of 1,123 people in a single day.

The surge is attributed to increased trade and travel
facilitated by revised entry-exit policies from Beijing's
National Immigration Administration. Pakistani traders
are transporting goods such as pine nuts, herbs,
copperware, carpets, and jade crafts to China, while
bringing back daily necessities. The enhanced trade
relations are part of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project, with over USD 65 billion
invested in infrastructure developments under China's
Belt and Road Initiative. [Arab News]

Pakistan, United States conduct first joint
counterterrorism exercise to address
‘perpetual terrorism threat’

(Im) For the first time, the United States and Pakistan
conducted a joint two-week counterterrorism exercise
at the National Counter Terrorism Center in Pakistan’s
Punjab province. The training, held from June 29 to July
10, 2024, involved marksmanship skills, urban warfare
tactics, and the sharing of counterterrorism expertise.

The collaboration follows a meeting between
Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir and
US CENTCOM Chief General Michael Erik Kurilla,
emphasizing the need for increased joint military
training. Historically, the US and Pakistan have shared
strong defense relations, especially during the Cold
War, but ties have been strained in recent years due to
differing views on military strategies against the
Taliban.

Washington reiterated its commitment to expanding
security cooperation with Pakistan, highlighting
counterterrorism as a top priority. It noted that the
shared interest in combating regional security threats
and expressed support for Pakistan in its
counterterrorism efforts. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Russia seek to strengthen
military cooperation and broaden
bilateral ties

(ss) Pakistan and Russia have shown interest in
enhancing their military-to-military relations. This
intention was conveyed during a meeting between
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Sahir
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Shamshad Mirza and a Russian delegation, which
included Deputy Defense Minister, Deputy Secretary of
the Security Council, and Deputy Chief of General Staff.
In the meeting, participants emphasized the need to
improve cooperation in various sectors such as
connectivity, trade, energy, and security. Discussions
covered areas of mutual interest, including bilateral
military and technical cooperation, regional security,
and combating terrorism. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan, Azerbaijan sign 15 agreements
in various fields including trade, minerals
and tourism

(ss) During a recent visit of Azerbaijan President Ilham
Aliyev to Pakistan, the two countries signed 15
agreements in various fields including transit trade,
mineral resources, and tourism. The agreements cover
areas such as consular affairs, preferential trade, law
and justice, culture exchange programs, information
technology, and the establishment of twin cities Baku
and Islamabad.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Aliyev
also discussed potential investment projects worth
USD 2 billion, aiming to enhance bilateral trade, which
currently stands at USD 100 million. Sharif plans to visit
Azerbaijan in November to finalize further agreements.

Notably, the visit follows the inaugural Pakistan-
Turkiye-Azerbaijan trilateral summit in Kazakhstan,
attended by Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. At
the summit, Sharif proposed establishing tripartite
mechanisms to enhance economic and investment
cooperation among the three countries.

Pakistan is actively positioning itself as a transit hub
connecting Central Asian states to the Arabian Sea,
seeking to boost trade and investment to stabilize its
USD 350 billion economy. Recently, Pakistan narrowly
avoided a debt default with a USD 3 billion
International Monetary Fund loan and has since been
strengthening diplomatic and business relations with
countries like Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Iran,
China, and Japan to enhance trade and reduce reliance
on foreign aid. [Arab News]

Pakistan pledges to strengthen bilateral
ties with France
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(ss) Pakistan has reaffirmed its dedication to enhancing
its partnership with France for mutually beneficial
cooperation in all areas. This commitment was
conveyed by Pakistan's Ambassador to France, Asim
Iftikhar Ahmad, in a message on Bastille Day. The
Pakistani envoy also expressed a desire to continue
collaborating for mutual benefit. He praised the French
people for their resilience and determination in
shaping their nation's destiny. [Radio Pakistan]

Top United States military official arrives
in Philippines to visit EDCA site

(Im) On July 16, Charles Q. Brown Jr., the Chair of the
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived in the Philippines to
visit one of the nine designated facilities under the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA).
Brown, who is the highest-ranking US military official,
will also meet with Romeo Brawner Jr., Chief of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines.

The visit coincides with the eighth anniversary of the
Philippines' arbitral victory at the United Nations,
which invalidated China's nine-dash line claim in the
South China Sea. Brown reaffirmed the U.S.'
commitment to international law and regional stability,
highlighting the longstanding alliance between the US
and the Philippines under their 72-year-old Mutual
Defense Treaty.

The EDCA, signed in 2014, allows US troops access to
specific Philippine military facilities for constructing
infrastructure and positioning equipment. This
agreement was established in response to China's
encroachments in the Philippines' exclusive economic
zone.

Following his visit to the Philippines, Brown is
scheduled to continue his regional tour in the Indo-
Pacific, including a trip to Japan to discuss regional
deterrence and security cooperation with senior
government officials and military leaders. This follows
recent developments such as the Japan-Philippines
reciprocal access agreement signed on July 8, which
allows Filipino soldiers to train in Japan. [PhilStar]

US-Philippines alliance is making remarkable progress,
Washington says

In related developments, Ely Ratner, Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs,
highlighted the significant progress of the US-
Philippines alliance during a speech at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies' South China Sea
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Conference. Ratner emphasized that the alliance is
pivotal for stability in the Indo-Pacific and has
undergone transformative changes over the past three
years, thanks to the leadership of both nations'
presidents.

Future plans include a General Security of Military
Information Agreement to enhance information
sharing and a roadmap for modernizing Philippine
forces. The Philippines is also engaging in regional
cooperation with nations like Japan, South Korea, and
Australia, moving towards greater interoperability and
complex regional exercises. [U.S. Department of
Defense]

French Air and Space Force planes to visit
Philippines

(Im) A group of French Air and Space Force aircraft will
visit the Philippines for the first time, according to
French Ambassador Marie Fontanel. This visit, known
as the Pegase deployment, will stop over in Clark,
marking a significant milestone in Philippine-France
defense relations. During a courtesy call on Defense
Secretary Gilbert Teodoro Jr., Fontanel highlighted the
visit and the expected bilateral activities to build air-to-
air cooperation between the two nations.

This initiative follows the visit of French Minister for the
Armed Forces Sébastien Lecornu to the Philippines last
December, during which a Letter of Intent to
strengthen bilateral defense relations was signed.
Additionally, the new French defense attaché in Manila,
Captain Stéphan Litzler, was introduced to Teodoro.

Discussions between Teodoro and Fontanel also
covered recent incidents in the West Philippine Sea,
potential nuclear energy cooperation, closer ties with
Pacific Island countries, the upcoming Asia-Pacific
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in
Manila, and the United Nations Ocean Conference in
France next year.

Fontanel emphasized these developments during the
Bastille Day reception, noting France's first
participation in the 2024 Balikatan exercise, the port
call of the French destroyer La Bretagne, and the
establishment of a resident defense mission in Manila.
[PhilStar]
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Commander-in-Chief of Indonesia’s
National Defence Forces receives
Singapore’s prestigious military award

(sm) On July 11, General Agus Subiyanto, Commander-
in-Chief of the Indonesian National Defence Forces
(TNI), received Singapore's Meritorious Service Medal
(Military) [MSM(M)] from President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam. The award, presented by Minister
for Defence Ng Eng Hen, honors Gen Subiyanto's
significant role in enhancing defence cooperation
between TNI and the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF).

Under Gen Subiyanto’s leadership, the two militaries
expanded professional exchanges, including high-level
visits, shared courses, and joint exercises like Safkar
Indopura, Chandrapura, and Super Garuda Shield.
Notably, Safkar Indopura evolved into a combined
arms exercise for the first time under Gen Subiyanto's
leadership in October 2023, fostering interoperability
and mutual understanding.

During his introductory visit to Singapore from July 11-
12, Gen Subiyanto met with Ng, Chief of Defence Force
Vice Admiral (VADM) Aaron Beng, and Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong, reaffirming bilateral relations. He also
co-chaired the 25th Combined Annual Report Meeting
- Indonesia-Singapore High Level Committee (CARM-
INDOSIN HLC) with VADM Beng to deepen SAF-TNI ties
in intelligence, operations, personnel, and logistics.
[Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Laos, Singapore to deepen cooperation in
carbon credits, education and renewable
energy

(Ib) Singapore and Laos are set to deepen cooperation
in carbon credits, education, and renewable energy,
marking 50 years of diplomatic relations. Lao Prime
Minister Sonexay Siphandone, on his first official visit
to Singapore, highlighted these areas during an official
lunch hosted by Singapore Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong.

The two countries signed memoranda of
understanding on carbon credits and education
cooperation. They plan to establish a legally binding
agreement for the international transfer of carbon
credits under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. This
builds on Singapore's existing agreements with Papua
New Guinea and Ghana.
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Singapore began importing up to 100 megawatts of
renewable hydropower from Laos in June 2022 under
the Lao PDR-Thailand-Malaysia-Singapore Power
Integration Project (LTMS-PIP). Both nations aim to
expand this project, aligning with Laos' goal to become
the "battery of ASEAN."

Singapore also supports Laos' ASEAN chairmanship,
offering capacity-building programs for Lao officials
through the Singapore-Laos Enhanced Cooperation
Package. Over 16,500 Lao officials have benefited from
training programs under the Singapore Cooperation
Programme, and scholarships are available for Lao
students to study in Singapore.

After the lunch, Prime Minister Sonexay was scheduled
to meet President Tharman Shanmugaratnam and
Senior Minister Lee Hsien Loong. [The Business Times]

Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister visits
Brunei Darussalam

(sm) Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee
Keat visited Brunei Darussalam from July 14 to 17 to
represent the government at the 78th birthday
celebrations of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah. During the visit, Heng attended the Royal
Guard of Honour Ceremony, Investiture Ceremony,
and the Royal Banquet. He also had an audience with
the Sultan and Her Majesty Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak
Hajah Saleha, during which he conveyed birthday
wishes from Singapore leaders. During the meetings,
leaders from both sides acknowledged the enduring
ties between their nations and reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening the bilateral relationship
with enhanced cooperation in food resilience,
renewable energy, and sustainability for mutual
benefit. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore]

These annual visits by Singapore leaders to extend
birthday wishes to the Sultan highlight the strong
relationship between Singapore and Brunei. This year's
visit is particularly significant as it coincides with the
40th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the
two countries. [Prime Minister’s Office Singapore]

Singapore, Thailand conclude bilateral
naval exercise

(sm) On July 15, the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN)
and the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) concluded a bilateral
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naval drill Exercise Singsiam, which was held from July
7-15 in Sattahip, Thailand, and the Gulf of Thailand.
Activities during the exercise included maritime
security drills and conventional warfare exercises such
as gunnery firings, vertical replenishment, and
communication exercises. A new addition this year was
a humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR)
shore planning exercise.

Exercise Singsiam, now in its 21st edition since its
inception in 1981, reflects the deepening cooperation
between Singapore and Thailand in defense matters,
encompassing advanced naval operations and regular
professional exchanges. These engagements
underscore the enduring defense ties and mutual
cooperation between the two nations. [Ministry of
Defence, Singapore]

Singapore, United States cooperate on
data analytics, Artificial Intelligence

(sm) Singapore and the United States have
strengthened their defence ties by signing a new
agreement focused on artificial intelligence (Al)
cooperation. During a meeting at the Pentagon on July
16, Singapore's visiting Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen
and his US counterpart Lloyd Austin discussed the
bilateral cooperation in emerging technology areas like
Al. They welcomed the signing of a statement of intent
on data, analytics, and Al collaboration, which will
enable both countries to exchange best practices and
approaches for using these technologies in military
applications.

The agreement builds on previous defence technology
cooperation, including a 2015 agreement and a 2024
agreement signed at the Shangri-La Dialogue to
deepen collaboration on defence innovation. The
Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) has already been
integrating Al and data analytics into its systems.

Additionally, during the meeting, Minister Ng
expressed appreciation for the US's support of SAF
training and the operationalization of the F-35 aircraft.
[AsiaOne] [Ministry of Defence, Singapore] [The Straits
Times]

South Korea holds North Korea Human
Rights Conference
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(ac) On July 11, the inaugural Seoul Forum on North
Korean Human Rights 2024 was held in Seoul, focusing
on human rights violations in North Korea and
emphasizing international cooperation for
improvements. It coincided with the 10th anniversary
of the UN Commission of Inquiry report on North
Korean human rights, which accused North Korea of
"systematic, widespread and gross human rights
violations".

In his opening address, Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon
underscored the link between human rights violations
and North Korea's nuclear activities, calling for
international cooperation to address the human rights
situation in North Korea.

Meanwhile, former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon
condemned the oppression of freedom, particularly
criticizing the Reactionary Ideology and Culture
Rejection Act, which underscores the regime’s control
over information and its inherent instability. Ban
apparently referred to the execution of 30 middle
school students for watching South Korean TV dramas
under the mentioned Act (see article in the edition).

The conference highlighted the need for international
cooperation, with panelists urging UN member states,
including China and Russia, to leverage their influence
as permanent members of the UN Security Council.
[The Korea Herald]

North Korea warns South Korea over anti-
Pyongyang leaflets

(jf) On July 16, Kim Yo-jong, the powerful sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un, issued a warning stating
that South Korea will face severe consequences if it
continues to allow North Korean defectors to send
anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the border.

She also indicated that if the provocations from South
Korea continue, North Korea would inevitably change
its counteractions, alluding to a shift from its current
practice of sending trash-filled balloons into South
Korea.

Since late May, in response to the leaflet campaigns,
North Korea has sent over 2,000 trash-filled balloons
into South Korean territory. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea, US sign guidelines for
nuclear deterrence and operations


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-ilu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-irl/

against North Korea

(jf) South Korea and the United States have signed the
“Guidelines for Nuclear Deterrence and Nuclear
Operations on the Korean Peninsula”, which enhances
their defense partnership amid growing nuclear
threats from North Korea.

The document was signed in Washington on July 11,
right before a meeting between South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S. President Joe Biden
during the NATO summit. The guidelines aim to
integrate South Korea's conventional forces with the
US' nuclear capacities.

For the first time, the two countries have set formal
operational guidelines which include potential U.S.
nuclear retaliation if North Korea uses nuclear
weapons against South Korea. The guidelines
underscore the US's promise to protect South Korea
using all necessary capabilities, including nuclear, while
South Korea will enhance the combined defense
efforts with its capabilities.

According to a South Korean defense official, the new
guidelines would lead to more frequent and intense
deployments of U.S. nuclear assets to the Korean
Peninsula and create a more integrated approach to
U.S. nuclear deterrence involving joint assessments,
operations, coordination, and training by both
countries. [The Korean Times]

In a joint statement Biden and Yoon hailed the
agreement as reflecting “the tremendous progress that
the U.S.-ROK Alliance has achieved in the first year of
the NCG [Nuclear Consultative Group,” highlighting
that it “provides a solid foundation for enhancing U.S.-
ROK extended deterrence cooperation in an integrated
manner.” [The White House, USA]

The US-South Korea NCG was established during the
Biden-Yoon summit meeting in April last year, “discuss
nuclear and strategic planning, and manage the threat
to the nonproliferation regime” posed by North Korea.
The establishment of the NCG responded to long-
standing calls of South Korean politicians to involve
them more in planning for how and when to use
nuclear weapons against North Korea (see AR No. 18,
May/2023, 1).

The signing of this agreement comes about a month
after the military pact between North Korea and Russia
formalized on June 19, which promised to provide
mutual military assistance if either is attacked. This
pact strengthens the military ties between North Korea
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and Russia, elevating their relationship to a de facto
alliance (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

In response, the North Korean foreign ministry
condemned the agreement as a “reckless provocative
act of the U.S. and the ROK that pushes the regional
military tensions to extremes.” [Rodong Sinmun]

South Korea and US hold the fifth round
of negotiations on defense cost sharing

(ac) OnJuly 12, South Korea and the US convened a
three-day meeting in Seoul to negotiate the renewal of
the Special Measures Agreement (SMA) and cost-
sharing for the US Forces Korea (USFK).

The US chief negotiator confirmed that both
delegations thoroughly reviewed each other’s
proposals with the aim of reaching a mutual
agreement. The SMA commits South Korea to increase
defense spending to USD 1.03 billion, marking a 13.9
percent rise from 2019, with plans for further annual
increases.

Observers suggest that South Korea aims to finalize a
deal ahead of the US elections to avoid tough
negotiations if Donald Trump were to return to the
White House. During his presidency, Washington had
demanded Seoul increase its contribution fivefold to
USD 5 billion. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea opposes Japan'’s territorial
claim of Dokdo

(ac) On July 12, South Korea issued a strong
condemnation against Japan's territorial claim to the
Dokdo islets.

The protest followed the release of Japan's 2024
defense white paper which designated Takeshima,
Japan's term for Dokdo, as part of its territory. Dokdo,
the easternmost islets of the Korean peninsula, have
long been a source of territorial tension between Japan
and South Korea.

South Korea asserts that Dokdo is an integral part of
its territory in historical, geographical, and legal terms.
It urged Japan to comply with international law and
withdraw its claims to Dokdo to serve the best
interests of their bilateral relations. [Yonhap News]
[ROK Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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South Korea threatens demise of the
North Korean regime if it attempts to
employ nuclear weapons

(jf) On July 14, South Korea issued a stern warning to
North Korea regarding the potential use of nuclear
weapons, asserting that such an action would
inevitably lead to the collapse of its regime. The
defense ministry's statement emphasized, "There is no
scenario in which North Korea's regime will survive
after using nuclear weapons."

The statement was prompted by North Korea's
criticism of South Korea and the United States' newly
adopted "Guidelines for Nuclear Deterrence and
Nuclear Operations on the Korean Peninsula," labeling
it a "reckless provocative act." These guidelines aim to
integrate South Korea’s conventional forces with US
nuclear capabilities and increase the deployment of US
strategic assets in the region (see article in this
edition).

The ministry further attributed the heightened
tensions on the Korean Peninsula to North Korea's
persistent pursuit of illegal nuclear missile
development, despite international opposition and the
suffering it imposes on its own people. [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea and Australia discuss
cybersecurity cooperation under AUKUS

(ac) OnJuly 12, South Korean Vice-Defense Minister
Kim Seon-Ho visited Canberra, Australia, for talks on
potential cooperation under AUKUS Pillar 2 projects
focusing on joint military exercises and cybersecurity.

In an interview with the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation (ABC), Kim expressed optimism about
enhancing cooperation between South Korea and
Australia in land forces exercises and cybersecurity.
While he refrained from publicly discussing power
dynamics in the South China Sea, Kim emphasized the
importance of a multinational approach to regional
security challenges.

During the Australia Defense Conference in Canberra,
Kim highlighted South Korea's interest in collaborating
under AUKUS Pillar 2. He also urged Australia to join in
sanctions and cybersecurity efforts to counter threats
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posed by North Korea, particularly in partnership with
Russia.

Analysts have suggested that Kim's visit signals
potential South Korean participation in AUKUS Pillar 2,
but discussions on the economic and security
implications are ongoing to align membership with
Seoul's national interests. [ABC News] [The Korea
Times]

South Korea discusses cooperation with
New Zealand

(jf) On July 15, South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-
yul met with New Zealand's Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Winston Peters in Seoul. The meeting
focused on enhancing bilateral cooperation amid the
increasing military cooperation between North Korea
and Russia. The meeting also included discussions on
high-level exchanges, economic collaboration, the
current situation on the Korean Peninsula, and other
significant regional issues.

During the meeting, both officials recognized the
potential global threat posed by North Korea's ongoing
nuclear threats and its developing relationship with
Russia. They emphasized the need for a coordinated
international response to these challenges, agreeing to
maintain close cooperation moving forward,
underscoring their commitment to global peace and
stability. [The Korean Times]

Romania to purchase self-propelled
howitzers from South Korean Hanwha
Aerospace

(ac) On July 10, South Korea's leading defense
company, Hanwha Aerospace, announced a significant
contract with the Romanian Ministry of National
Defense worth USD 1 billion. The agreement entails
supplying 54 K9 self-propelled howitzers and 36 K10
ammunition resupply vehicles, with deliveries
scheduled until July 2029.

Romania will become the 10th nation to operate the K9
self-propelled howitzers and the 6th NATO member
state to do so. Hanwha Aerospace has also proposed
cooperation on the Infantry Fighting Vehicle Program
(IFV), wheeled reconnaissance, meteorological
observation equipment, and ammunition.
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Observers noted a rise in overseas orders for South
Korean defense firms following the 2022 Ukraine
invasion, with Hanwha Aerospace shares increasing by
more than 5 percent in morning trade. Hanwha
Aerospace currently commands over 50 percent of the
global market for howitzer exports, attributed to their
efficient shipping and cost-effective supply chain
capabilities. [The Chosun Daily] [CNA]

Sri Lanka not ready to compromise Adani
wind power project despite
environmental concerns

(Im) Despite environmental concerns raised over the
Adani Green Energy project in northern Sri Lanka, the
Power and Energy Ministry has stated that the project
site cannot be compromised, though measures to
mitigate environmental damage will be taken. The
project, located in Mannar and Pooneryn districts, has
been challenged in the Supreme Court due to potential
environmental impacts and lack of transparency.

The Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority is seeking
environmental clearance for the project, which is
situated along the Central Asian Flyway, a migratory
route for over one million birds of 150 species. Despite
these concerns, a ministry official emphasized that the
location has the highest potential for wind energy in
the region, making it irreplaceable.

Adani Group, an Indian multinational conglomerate,
plans to invest over USD 1 billion in Sri Lanka through
Adani Green Energy Ltd., with the project comprising
two wind farms totaling 484 megawatts in capacity.
The plan includes the construction of 52 wind towers.
Sri Lanka has set ambitious goals to generate 70
percent of its electricity from renewable sources by
2030 and to achieve carbon neutrality in electricity
generation by 2050. Offshore wind energy, an
untapped resource in Sri Lanka, is seen as crucial to
achieving these goals. The country has the potential for
27GW of fixed offshore wind in shallow waters and
29GW of floating offshore wind in deeper waters.

The Central Environment Authority (CEA) has
completed public consultations on the project's basic
study and has appointed a committee for technical
evaluation. [Daily Mirror]

India suspends new loan projects in Sri
Lanka amid economic crisis
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(sa) India has suspended new loan or Line of Credit
(LoC) projects in neighboring Sri Lanka due to the
current economic situation, focusing instead on grant-
based projects and investments, particularly
connectivity initiatives. Ongoing projects, such as the
USD 14.9 million signaling system for Sri Lankan
Railways from Maho to Anuradhapura, will continue
unaffected. Additionally, the development of the
Kankesanthurai port has been converted from a USD
60 million loan to a grant project.

Sri Lanka recently concluded its bilateral debt
restructuring with India and other countries, with India
being one of its main bilateral creditors. Similarly,
Japan has announced the resumption of 11 stalled
projects but will not approve any new yen loans until
Sri Lanka's economic situation improves. The Japanese
projects include various infrastructure developments
like the Kandy City Wastewater Management Project,
Bandaranaike International Airport Development
Project (Phase 2), and the Anuradhapura North Water
Supply Project (Phases 1 and 2), among others. [Daily
Mirror]

India explores replicating Good Governance practices in
Sri Lanka

In other updates, a delegation from India's
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) visited Sri Lanka from July 7-9 to
develop a framework for bilateral collaboration on
capacity building for Sri Lankan civil service officers
and explore the replication of Indian good governance
practices in Sri Lanka. The delegation, led by Secretary
DARPG and Director General of the National Centre for
Good Governance (NCGG), V. Srinivas, met with key Sri
Lankan officials, including Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena and State Minister of Home Affairs
Ashoka Priyantha. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lankan Navy arrests 13 fishermen
from India’s Tamil Nadu state

(sa) The Sri Lankan Navy recently arrested 13
fishermen from India’s Tamil Nadu state on charges of
poaching in Sri Lanka water. In light of this, the chief
minister of Tamil Nadu, M.K. Stalin, wrote to the
Minister for External Affairs, S. Jaishankar, urging the
activation of diplomatic channels for the immediate
release of the arrested fishermen and their boats.
Stalin highlighted the ongoing crisis for fishermen,
noting that Sri Lankan authorities have detained 173
fishing boats and 80 fishermen, causing significant
distress to their families. [The Hindu]
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The arrest of Indian fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy
is a long-standing and recurring issue. It stems from
the maritime boundary dispute between India and Sri
Lanka, particularly in the Palk Strait and Gulf of
Mannar regions. The fishermen from Tamil Nadu,
especially from districts like Pudukottai, frequently
cross into Sri Lankan waters, often leading to their
arrest by the Sri Lankan authorities.

Sri Lanka'’s Foreign Minister Ali Sabry
visits Singapore

(sa) Sri Lanka'’s Foreign Minister Ali Sabry visited
Singapore from July 7 to 9 at the invitation of his
counterpart Vivian Balakrishnan. The two top
diplomats held a fruitful discussion, focusing on
strengthening the ties between their two countries.

They identified shared opportunities and challenges,
with Minister Sabry highlighting the importance of
collaboration in areas of mutual interest, particularly in
capacity building for public officials. They also
discussed the implementation of the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) and the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on Carbon Credits Cooperation.
Regional cooperation, particularly through the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and ASEAN, was also a
key topic.

Meeting with Senior Minister Lee Hsien Loong

Minister Sabry met with Singapore’s Senior Minister
and former Prime Minister, Lee Hsien Loong. Their
discussions covered trade, investment, climate
resilience, food security, and regional developments.
Minister Sabry provided an update on Sri Lanka's
recent debt restructuring agreement and thanked
Singapore for its support. He emphasized Sri Lanka's
desire to strengthen bilateral ties and learn from
Singapore’s experiences.

Discussions with Minister K. Shanmugam

Minister Sabry then met with Singapore’s Minister of
Home Affairs and Minister for Law, K. Shanmugam. He
briefed Minister Shanmugam on recent developments
in Sri Lanka and expressed gratitude for the
Immigration and Checkpoint Authority (ICA)
delegation’s visit to Sri Lanka on 27 May 2024. This visit
was aimed at exploring collaboration opportunities to
modernize Sri Lanka's immigration processes. [Daily
Financial Times]
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They also discussed the importance of security and
defense cooperation to combat transnational crimes.
Minister Shanmugam stressed the need to strengthen
collaboration between the agencies of both countries
to address emerging threats and technological
challenges.

Engagement with the Singapore Business Community

Minister Sabry engaged with the Singapore business
community at an event organized by the Singapore
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SICCI). He
highlighted Sri Lanka's progress in economic
stabilization and the potential investment
opportunities in sectors such as renewable energy,
port logistics, and the digital economy. SICCI Chairman
and Member of Parliament, Neil Parek, expressed
readiness to connect their members with Sri Lanka and
explore investment opportunities.

Participation in Reuters Next Asia Pacific Summit

Minister Sabry participated in the Reuters Next Asia
Pacific Summit on July 9, where he attended a keynote
interview with Reuters Editor-in-Chief, Alessandra
Galloni. The discussion covered regional and
international geopolitics and Sri Lanka's debt
restructuring. [Reuters]

Official Delegation

High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in Singapore, Senarath
Dissanayake, and senior officials of the Sri Lankan High
Commission in Singapore accompanied Minister Sabry
during the official meetings. Additionally, Minister
Sabry invited Dr. Vivian Balakrishnan to visit Sri Lanka
after the elections. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lankan tea exports clear USD 60
million of country’s fuel bill owed to Iran

(Im) The Sri Lanka Tea Board announced that Ceylon
Tea exports have successfully cleared a significant
portion of the country’s fuel bill owed to Iran,
amounting to USD 60 million. Since 2011, Sri Lanka had
accumulated USD 251 million in arrears for fuel
imports from Iran.

Chairman Niraj De Mel highlighted that due to financial
challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic and a
domestic economic downturn, Sri Lanka faced
difficulties meeting its financial obligations to Iran due
to foreign exchange shortages. An agreement was
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made to settle the outstanding debt through tea
exports.

The settlement was achieved by tripling tea exports to
Iran during this period. From January to May this year,
Sri Lanka exported 4.98 million kilograms of tea to Iran,
a significant increase from the 1.85 million kilograms
exported during the same period in 2023. [Daily.
Mirror]

56 Chinese Warplanes cross Taiwan Strait
median line and its extension

(jp) Between 5 a.m. July 11 and 6 a.m. July 12, Taiwan's
Ministry of National Defense (MND) reported that 56
Chinese warplanes breached the median line of the
Taiwan Strait or its extension. This incursion spanned
the northern, southeastern, and southwestern sectors
of Taiwan's air defense identification zone (ADIZ)ADIZ,
with a total of 66 aircraft detected around Taiwan
during this period.

According to flight paths disclosed by the MND, some
of the aircraft approached as close as 33 nautical miles
(61 km) from Cape Eluanbi, Taiwan's southernmost tip.
MND reported that the fleet of planes passing through
Taiwan's ADIZ was heading to join the Chinese aircraft
carrier Shandong for a drill in the Western Pacific. As of
July 11, the Shandong had passed through the
Balintang Channel north of the Philippines.

However, the MND highlighted that the flight patterns
of 26 aircraft, including fighter jets and drones, were
particularly unusual. These aircraft traversed Taiwan's
southeastern ADIZ in a southwest-northeast direction
before altering course and departing the area.

Analysts suggested these maneuvers might have been
a response to recent diplomatic events, such as the
inauguration of Raymond Greene as Director of the
American Institute in Taiwan (AIT), the de-facto US
embassy in Taiwan, and his subsequent meeting with
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te. [Focus Taiwan]

In earlier statement, Taiwan's Ministry of National
Defense (MND) reported from 5:20 AM to 9:30 AM on
July 10, 36 Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA)
aircraft, including J-16 fighters and H-6 bombers,
crossed the Taiwan Strait median line and entered
Taiwan'’s air defense identification zone (ADIZ). The
MND stated that these aircrafts were en route to the
Western Pacific to participate in a joint air and sea
military exercise with the Chinese aircraft carrier
Shandong. [Taipei Times] [Taiwan News 1]
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Furthermore, the MND had tracked 35 Chinese military
aircraft and eight naval vessels around Taiwan
between 6 a.m. July 9 and 6 a.m. July 10. Of these, 26
aircraft crossed the Taiwan Strait median line, entering
the northern, southwestern, and southeastern ADIZ,
coming as close as 72 km (39 nautical miles) from
Eluanbi and 88 km (48 nautical miles) from Keelung.
[Taiwan News 2]

Australia's Woodside energy signs long-
term LNG supply deal with Taiwan's CPC

(jp) Australia's Woodside Energy has finalized a
significant deal with Taiwan's state-owned oil and gas
company, CPC Corp., Taiwan (CPC), for the long-term
supply of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to Taiwan.

The agreement, announced on July 12, stipulates that
Woodside will supply approximately 6 million tons of
LNG over the next 10 years, starting this month.
Additionally, Woodside may provide up to 8.4 million
tons of LNG to CPC for an additional decade, from
2034 to 2043, subject to conditions and agreement on
terms for this period.

Woodside CEO Meg O'Neill expressed her enthusiasm
for the sales and purchase agreement marking it as
the company's inaugural long-term supply agreement
with Taiwan. O'Neill highlighted the deal as a
testament to the sustained demand for Australian LNG
in Asian markets.

In 2023, Taiwan ranked as the third-largest buyer of
Australian LNG, following Japan and China. Australia
remains the largest LNG supplier to Taiwan and has
also invested in Taiwan's major offshore wind power
development projects. According to Australia's Office
of the Chief Economist, Taiwan's LNG imports from
Australia increased by nearly a third from 2019 to
2023. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan resolves F-16V jet delivery issues,
expects full order by 2026

(jp) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND)
announced that technical difficulties concerning its
order for 66 F-16V fighter jets have been resolved, with
expectations to receive all jets by the end of 2026. This
update followed a query from the Chinese Nationalist
Party (KMT) Legislator Lo Chih-chiang about delays in
the U.S. delivery of USD 20 billion worth of weapons
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systems, including F-16Vs, Harpoon coastal defense
systems, HIMARS rocket launchers, and Patriot air
defense missile systems.

The delays were partly attributed to the U.S.
prioritizing weapon supplies to Ukraine. The MND
explained that production delays for the F-16Vs were
due to development and software integration issues
related to the equipment Taiwan specified. These
issues have now been resolved, and production is
progressing, aiming for delivery by the December 2026
contract deadline.

The MND emphasized its close collaboration with the
U.S. Department of State and Department of Defense
to maintain the delivery schedule for the weapons. The
contract includes compensation clauses for
contractors failing to meet deadlines for non-force
majeure reasons, allowing Taiwan to seek damages
through bilateral security channels. [Focus Taiwan]

Thai crewmen repatriated after facing
Cambodian court conviction and
detention

(bk) Eighteen Thai crewmen, detained since May 25 for
unauthorized entry into Cambodian waters, returned
to Thailand on July 14 after being released from a
temporary detention center in Sihanoukville,
Cambodia. The release followed Thai Foreign Minister
Maris Sangiampongsa's visit to Cambodia on June 27,
during which discussions regarding the crewmen's
situation were held with Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet, urging expedited legal processes for their
return.

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, these
crewmen were arrested on May 25 for illegally entering
Cambodian waters. They were accused of smuggling
goods into Cambodia and were immediately sent to
Preah Sihanouk Provincial Court for legal proceedings
on the same day. Later, on July 12, the Court acquitted
them of the territorial invasion charge but maintained
the contraband charges, resulting in a 4-6 month
prison sentence. However, the court decided to
suspend their jail term and imposed a five-year ban on
their entry into Cambodia, with orders for immediate
repatriation to Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Cambodian, Thai legislatures sign MoU on
friendship and cooperation
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(msz) OnJuly 11, the Thai National Assembly (NA) and
the Cambodian NA signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) which aims to promote more
active and comprehensive friendship and cooperation
through parliamentary diplomacy. The MoU was
signed between Thai NA President and Speaker of
House of Representatives Wanmuhamadnoor Matha
and Cambodian NA President Khuon Sudary.The MoU
defines a four-level delegation exchange program - NA
leadership, NA committee and specialty committee
members, parliamentary friendship groups and senior
officials, and the secretariat and general secretariat of
the two legislative bodies. It also stipulates the
organization of special projects - workshops, cultural
events and virtual meetings - and the implementation
of cooperation programs based on mutual consensus.
[The Nation Thailand] [The Phnom Penh Post]

Thai Foreign Minister strengthens ties in
official China visit

(bk) Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa
made his first official visit to China from July 8-10, at
the invitation of his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi. [See
AIiR No. 28, July/2024, 2] Both foreign ministers co-
chaired the Second Meeting of the Consultation
Mechanism.

Key discussions involved resolving issues hindering the
China-Laos-Thailand Railway to enhance connectivity,
strengthening security cooperation, addressing
transboundary haze, and collaborating on cracking
down on cross-border crimes such as online gambling
and electronic fraud. With mutual visa exemptions in
place, the ministers looked to bolster tourism to
second and third-tier cities. Both sides also exchanged
views on regional and international issues, including
ASEAN-China cooperation, the Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation, the South China Sea, and the situation in
Myanmar, agreeing to collaborate on regional peace
and stability.

In preparation for the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations in 2025, the ministers agreed to organize
commemorative activities. China consented to the
temporary stay of the Sacred Tooth Relics from
Beijing's Lingguang Temple in Thailand for 73 days
between December 2024 and February 2025 as part of
the celebrations for His Majesty the King's 72nd
birthday and the diplomatic milestone.

During the visit, Maris also met with high-level Chinese
officials, including Vice President Han Zheng, Minister
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Liu Jianchao, and Bank of China President Ge Haijiao.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Xinhua]

Thai government petitioned over new
hydropower dam in Laos

(Im) Conservationists and residents of the Mekong
Basin have petitioned the Thai government to refrain
from signing a contract to purchase electricity from the
Pak Beng Hydropower Dam in Laos, highlighting
concerns over the dam's impact on local communities,
including potential economic and territorial losses.

These include potential flooding of homes and
farmland, disruption of fish migration, and damage to
the local fishery industry. The manipulation of water
levels by the dam could also affect the cultivation of
freshwater seaweed, a key cash crop for local farmers.
Additionally, the petition warns that water released by
the dam could overflow onto Thai islets in the river,
potentially leading to territorial loss.

The letter criticizes the environmental study
supporting the project as outdated and flawed, noting
that residents were not adequately informed about
potential water overflow and its impact on their lives
and livelihoods. The letter also argues that the planned
electricity purchase is unnecessary, as Thailand already
has sufficient power reserves. [Bangkok Post]

Thai Prime Minister praises seizure of 90
Tons of toluene bound for Myanmar

(wt) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin praised
a significant drug suppression operation in which 90
tons of toluene, a precursor for narcotics, were
intercepted at Laem Chabang Port in Chon Buri. The
chemical, shipped from Busan, South Korea, was
intended for Yangon, Myanmar. The operation was
part of the government's agenda to combat narcotics
and involved the Royal Thai Police, ONCB, Customs
Department, Department of Industrial Works, and
Narcotics Suppression Bureau.

The toluene, classified as a Category 3 hazardous
substance, was found in six shipping containers.
Authorities acted on a tip-off and confiscated it before
it could be transported via Mae Sot in Tak province.
The importer had no prior history of importing this
chemical, which is commonly used in various
industries but can also be used to produce illicit drugs.
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If smuggled successfully, the 90 tons of toluene could
have produced 4.5 tons of crystal meth, 270 million
methamphetamine pills, and 4.5 tons of cocaine,
valued in the tens of billions of baht. The authorities
are investigating the importing company and have
confiscated 859 tons of precursor chemicals since last
year, with shipments originating from India, Australia,
China, and South Korea destined for Myanmar and
Laos. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand, France discuss boosting arms
industries

(Im) Thai and French officials met at the "Thailand-
France Seminar on Defence Industry 2024" to discuss
enhancing their defence industries. Defence Minister
Sutin Klungsang and French Ambassador Jean-Claude
Poimbceuf led the seminar, which was attended by
high-level defence officials and 100 entrepreneurs
from both countries. The seminar follows a Letter of
Intent (LOI) signed in May between Thailand's Defence
Industry and Energy Centre and France's Direction
Generale de 'Armement (DGA).

The LOI aims to foster investment and establish a
network of Thai and French defence industries.
Thailand plans to procure THB 200 billion (USD 5.6
billion) worth of defence products over the next 20
years, including armoured vehicles, warships,
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), firearms, and
ammunition. This initiative is expected to generate
significant revenue for Thailand's economy and
position the country as a supplier to ASEAN, Middle
Eastern, and African markets. [Bangkok Post]

South Australia state, Thailand to boost
food and agriculture ties

(Im) South Australia’s state governor, Frances
Adamson, has committed to enhancing cooperation
with Thailand in the food and agriculture sectors,
aligning with the economic goals of both regions.
During her visit to Thailand from July 8-11, Adamson
met with officials and leaders across various industries
to promote South Australia's economy and trade
investments. She emphasized that both Thailand and
South Australia aim to become key players in food and
agriculture, with Australia focusing on Southeast Asia
as a crucial economic partner under its "South East
Asia Economic Strategy 2024."
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South Australia, a major supplier of high-quality food
products, sees Thailand as its fifth-largest export
market. The region is particularly known for its grain
production. Adamson highlighted the relevance of
Thailand's "Ignite Thailand" vision, which seeks to
transform the country into a global hub for important
industries, to South Australia's economic plans. The
vision includes precision farming, managing water
usage, and transitioning to green energy in agriculture
—areas where South Australian companies have
significant expertise.

Adamson stressed the importance of understanding
Thailand's agricultural needs to foster long-term
cooperation and adaptation, with a focus on increasing
crop yields and reducing fertiliser use. The visit aimed
to identify opportunities for collaboration and better
align South Australia’s strengths with Thailand'’s
requirements. [Bangkok Post]

Laos, Vietnam agree to further bolster all-
round cooperation

(wn) Vietnam's State President To Lam and Laos'
General Secretary and President Thongloun Sisoulith
agreed to bolster cooperation between their countries
in @ meeting held in Vientiane on July 11. They
discussed enhancing high-level exchanges, maintaining
strong political relations, and increasing collaboration
across various sectors including economic
management, education, energy, agriculture, science,
and technology. They emphasized the importance of
their historical ties, agreed to incorporate the history
of their relations into school curricula, and decided to
build historical monuments such as a Laos-Vietnam
Friendship Park in Vientiane.

Both leaders highlighted the need for increased
security and defense cooperation, and the efficient
implementation of agreements between their defense
and public security ministries. They also addressed
international and regional issues, reaffirming their
commitment to ASEAN solidarity and supporting each
other's international roles. Following the talks, several
cooperation agreements were signed, and Vietnam
gifted 20 VinFast automobiles to Laos for use in
upcoming ASEAN events. [Vietnam News] [Vietnam
Law Magazine]

Viethamese rice exporter rejects ‘price
inflation’ allegation amid corruption scam
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in Indonesia

(wn) Vietnamese rice exporter Tan Long Group has
denied allegations by an Indonesian civil society
organization, the People’s Democracy Study (SDR), that
it sold rice to Indonesia at inflated prices, suggesting
corruption. SDR reported to an Indonesian corruption
watchdog that the government purchased Vietnamese
rice at USD 538 per ton in May, which is 18 percent
higher than market rates. They claimed this overpricing
resulted in an estimated loss of USD 180.4 million for
Indonesia, which imported 2.2 million tons of rice in
the first five months of the year.

Tan Long Group refuted the allegation, stating that it
did not win any direct bid to sell to Indonesia's
National Logistics Agency (BULOG). The company
confirmed winning a bid in January to export rice
through a partnership with South Korean company
Posco at USD 620 per ton, with delivery in April, not
May. Another Vietnamese exporter, Loc Troi Group,
also denied the allegations, stating it sold 100,000 tons
of rice to BULOG in May at USD 563 per ton, which was
below the market rate.

The Vietnam Trade Office in Indonesia warned that
these allegations could impact Vietnam'’s rice exports
to Indonesia in the latter half of the year if Indonesian
authorities initiate an investigation, potentially halting
imports temporarily. Despite this, Vietnamese customs
data shows a significant increase in rice exports to
Indonesia this year, with USD 444 million worth
exported, up 82.1 percent year-on-year, and volume
up 44.6 percent to 712,400 tons. Indonesia is Vietnam's
second-largest rice buyer, accounting for 15.4 percent
of its exports, with expected imports of 5.18 million
tons this year, up from a previous forecast of 3.6
million tons. [Vietnam Express]

Rights groups call on Thailand not to
extradite Vietnamese activist

(Im) International human rights groups are urging
Thailand to halt the extradition of Y Quynh Bdap, a
Vietnamese human rights activist, back to Vietnam.
Bdap, from a Montagnard ethnic minority in Vietnam'’s
Central Highlands, was arrested last month for
overstaying his visa following a request from Hanoi.
Vietnamese authorities sentenced him in absentia to
10 years in prison, accusing him of involvement in 2023
attacks in Dak Lak province that resulted in nine
deaths. Bdap has been a recognized refugee in
Thailand since 2018.
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He was originally scheduled to face an extradition trial
in Bangkok on July 15. However, on July 15, the court
postponed the hearing to August 1 and 19. His lawyer,
Nadthasiri Bergman, stated that the delay was due to
the need for case documents to be translated into a
language Bdap understands. Nadthasiri indicated that
they were not allowed sufficient time to adequately
prepare for today's hearing, which they believe is
politically motivated. [Radio Free Asia 1]

Rights groups emphasize that if Bdap is forcibly
repatriated, he faces arbitrary imprisonment and
torture. They argue that such an action would violate
the principle of non-refoulement under Article 3 of the
Convention against Torture and Thailand's Act on
Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced
Disappearances. This law, effective since February
2023, prohibits returning individuals to countries
where they may face such risks. The groups also cited
the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which Thailand
ratified, and which came into effect in June. [Radio Free
Asia 2] [Radio Free Asia 3]

According to Amnesty International, Vietnam has a
history of severe abuses against Montagnard people,
including arbitrary arrests, torture, and ill-treatment.
Such practices have reportedly not ceased, despite the
country's ratification of the UN Convention against
Torture. [Prachatai English]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

17 July 2024 @ 3:00- 4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand
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Asia in Review Webinar Series on Elections
in 2024

Political Dynamics in Nepal - Actors,
Challenges, and Prospects

Nepal, a Himalayan nation of 30 million people nestled
between Asian powerhouses and geopolitical
adversaries India and China, has entered another
phase of political uncertainty: On July 3, the
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
(CPN-UML), the second-largest party in Parliament's
lower house, withdrew from the ruling coalition led by
Nepal’s other major communist party, the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre). The CPN-UML
announced plans to join forces with the Nepali
Congress, the main opposition and the largest party in
the House of Representatives, to form a new “national
consensus government.” Against this bacldrop, this
webinar will bring together experts to analyze the
current political dynamics unfolding in Nepal and to
evaluate the prospects for sustainable governance.

For more information, see [CPG].

18 July 2024 @ 3:00- 4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

CPG Constitutional Law Series

on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of
the German Basic Law

Proportionality in German Fundamental
Rights Adjudication

Proportionality is a doctrinal tool in fundamental
rights adjudication that is employed by many courts
around the world. According to orthodox
understanding, the proportionality test has its origin in
Germany. For this reason, the talk will analyze the use
of proportionality by the German Federal
Constitutional Court.

This online expert talk will begin with a brief overview
of the historical development of proportionality,
followed by a discussion of its function and the
different steps of the test as interpreted by the
German Federal Constitutional Court. It will conclude
with an examination of the critiques of proportionality
in legal scholarship.
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For more information, see [CPG].

17 July 2024 @ 12:00 -1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

US Perspectives and Priorities for the UN
Summit of the Future

Join the event for a conversation with Amb. Michele
Sison, Assistant Secretary of State for International
Organization Affairs, and Dr. Esther Brimmer, Former
Assistant Secretary of State for International
Organization Affairs, for a preview of the summit and
U.S. expectations and goals.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

17 July 2024 @ 3:00- 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

The Importance of National Resilience:
Implications for Taiwan

Join the event for a conversation on the
underappreciated significance of national resilience,
and its implications for peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait. The discussion will examine the
importance for Taiwan of strengthening its ability to
withstand external coercion, natural disasters, and
other threats to the normal functioning of its
government, society, and economy. The conversation
will also look at what lessons can be drawn from
countries that prioritize civil defense and resilience,
including Finland. The event will feature CSIS experts:
Dr. Seth Jones, CSIS senior vice president, Harold
Brown Chair and ISP director; Dr. Daniel Byman,
Warfare, Irregular Threats, and Terrorism Program
senior fellow; and Dr. Bonny Lin, senior fellow for Asian
Security and director of the China Power Project. Jude
Blanchette, Freeman Chair in China Studies, will
moderate the discussion.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

17 July 2024 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

The future of US conservative foreign
policy
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This roundtable will analyse the key tenets of US
conservative foreign policy ahead of the upcoming US
Presidential election. As the US election season
unfolds, understanding and preparing for a
conservative foreign policy and a possible Republican
leadership is essential. This event considered one
perspective that may get traction in a Republican
administration. Fred Fleitz, Former Deputy Assistant to
President Donald Trump and Chief of Staff of the
National Security Council, recently co-authored a
report on Russia’'s war in Ukraine, arguing for the need
to establish a plan to end the war and ‘not simply
provide weapons for a conflict that appears to have
become a long-term stalemate’.

For more information, visit [Chatham].

18 July 2024 @ 2:00 -3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for a
New American Security, USA

Al Catastrophic Risks and National
Security: Taking Stock of Perceptions and
Approaches

Since the launch of ChatGPT, government officials,
business leaders, and technologists have all warned of
coming large scale risks from rapidly advancing Al
systems—spanning Al-enhanced bioterrorism, Al-
enabled nuclear command and control gone awry,
runaway Al hacking, and beyond. Following the Biden
Administration’s Al Executive Order last October, how
have the United States government's perceptions of Al
risks relevant to national security evolved? Where are
the greatest risks, and how might they be best
addressed? join the event for a virtual panel on these
questions and more. The panel will feature national
security professionals from across government
agencies working to address these risks, as well as Dr.
Paul Scharre, Executive Vice President and Director of
Studies, and Bill Drexel, Fellow in CNAS's Technology
and National Security Team.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

18 July 2024 @ 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), Institute of
Policy Studies, Singapore

Future-Ready Society Conference Series:
Learning Journey 2 - Citizens’ Assemblies,
Panels and Juries
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This panel centers on the concept of citizen assemblies
as a means of collective decision-making and
community empowerment. Participants will explore
the role of citizen assemblies in fostering collaboration
and addressing societal challenges. Through
discussions on democratic processes and community
engagement, the panel aims to highlight the potential
of citizen assemblies to promote inclusivity, equity, and
mutual care within communities. We also look at how
children have organized themselves using such
participatory processes to address national or
international issues.

For more information, visit [IPS].

18 July 2024 @ 10:00 -7:00 p.m. (GMT+9), Asian
Development Bank, Japan

Creative Economy Seminar: Our Common
Future

The Creative Economy Seminar will bring together a
diverse range of stakeholders in the creative economy,
including government officials, international
policymakers, academic researchers, the private
sector, and creative practitioners, with a particular
focus on those from South East Asia, South Asia,
Central Asia, and the Pacific.

For more information, visit [ADB].

18 July 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

How does the Taiwan Public View the U.S.
and China?

Join the CSIS Freeman Chair in China Studies for a
discussion of public perceptions of U.S. credibility in
Taiwan, and China's growing threats to peace and
stability. The discussion is informed by the findings of a
public opinion survey conducted by Academia Sinica
from May 23 to May 28, 2024, amid China's latest
military exercises in and around the Taiwan Strait. The
panel will feature James Lee, Assistant Research
Fellow, Institute of European and American Studies,
Academia Sinica, Hsin-Hsin Pan, Associate Professor,
Sociology, Soochow University, Wen-Chin Wu, Research
Fellow, Institute of Political Science, Academia Sinica,
and Chien-Huei Wu, Research Fellow, Institute of
European and American Studies, Academia Sinica.
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Freeman Chair in China Studies Jude Blanchette will
moderate the discussion.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

18 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Thai-US Relations in 2024

In this webinar, Dr Chambers argues that Thai-US
relations will continue to be a function of hedging if
only because China has become a major partner for
Thailand, but Thailand values a US partnership
because of the US market and because Thailand needs
the United States to ensure that China does not
dominate Thailand altogether.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

18 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

As the Dust Settles After the Elections:
New Nuances in the Twin Axes of
Indonesian Politics

The attempt by the new Workers' Party (Partai Buruh,
PB) to emerge as a representative of some of the civil
society constituency has failed, with the PB scoring a
low vote. Furthermore, the tensions between those
who see the PB as the kernel of an ideologically social
democratic opposition force and those who see it as
an alliance with elements in the political establishment
have sharpened. Meanwhile, civil society organizations
outside the PB have sustained their activity post-
election. This seminar aims to elucidate the
intersection between civil society and the mainstream
forces outside of Prabowo's coalition.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

18 July 2024 @ 1:00-1:45 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Campus and the Israel-Hamas War
With University Deans Amaney Jamal and
Keren-Yarhi-Milo


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-idt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-idi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edikktk-l-idd/

This past spring many college and university campuses
were roiled by unprecedented protests sparked by the
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. Not since Vietnam has any
foreign policy issue resulted in such widespread
demonstrations on campuses. What explains the
intensity of the reaction? Has the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict become a permanent fixture of hot debate?
What lessons have been learned should
demonstrations reoccur this fall? And is it possible to
have productive conversations about the conflict
without succumbing to nationalized, polarized
narratives in a toxic media environment? Join Aaron
David Miller as he sits down with Princeton University
Dean Amaney Jamal and Columbia University Dean
Keren Yarhi-Milo for a wide-ranging discussion of
these and other issues.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

18 July 2024 @ 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

A Conversation with Brazilian President
Lula’s Foreign Policy Advisor Celso
Amorim

Join the event for a fireside chat between President
Lula's foreign policy advisor, H.E. Ambassador Celso
Amorim, and Carnegie's Dan Baer on topics ranging
from democracy to climate change, trade, and artificial
intelligence. The dialogue will also delve into the U.S.-
Brazil Agreement on Trade and Economic Partnership
(ATEC) and its potential to foster more trade and
investment. Carnegie President Mariano-Florentino
(Tino) Cuéllar will deliver opening remarks.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

18 July 2024 @ 5:30-6:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs, Australia

Ageing Powers and Growing Challenges in
the Indo-Pacific

At the heart of the recruitment challenge is an ageing
demographic. Developed nations like Japan, South
Korea, China and Taiwan find themselves with fewer
young recruits. Traditional methods of enlistment,
such as conscription or volunteer recruitment, are
becoming increasingly difficult to sustain.
Simultaneously, the growing number of older veterans
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places a greater burden on defence budgets as costs
for pensions, healthcare and other benefits rise. How
will these nations' military capacity be affected by their
ageing populations? Can they effectively respond to a
shrinking pool of recruits? How can the recruitment
numbers be made more sustainable? To what extent
could technological innovations offset these
challenges? Join the event to learn about this and
more.

For more information, visit [AlIA].

18 July 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

Can NATO keep Europe secure?

In this session, experts will discuss: What should
NATO's next steps be in supporting Ukraine against
Russia’s invasion? Is more enlargement on the horizon
and what are the considerations around possible
Ukrainian accession? What impact will the US and
European elections have on NATO preparedness and
capability to counter future threats?

For more information, visit [Chatham].

18 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Sudan at a Crossroads: Addressing the
Largest Internal Displacement Crisis in
the World

The response to Sudan displacement crisis will be
extremely consequential for the world and Eastern
Africa, a region that hosts 10% of the world's refugees.
At the same time, there has been a lack of global
attention to this humanitarian crisis and its root
causes. A simple search on large news outlets shows
huge disparities in media coverage. How can we close
this gap and raise visibility of the humanitarian
situations facing displaced children and women inside
Sudan? What can be done in the short-term and long-
term? What efforts are in place to address the root
causes and bring lasting peace in Sudan? Join the
experts as they will answer to these questions and
more.

For more information, visit [Wilson].
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18 July 2024 @ 1:00 -2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Launch of USAID’s Democracy, Human
Rights, and Governance Policy

This event will showcase how USAID and its partners
are addressing new and emerging threats to
democratic development. This includes our collective
efforts to counter corruption, malign influence,
manipulation of elections, information manipulation,
attacks on reformers and democracy champions, and
more.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

18 July 2024 @ 9:00- 10:30 a.m. (GMT+2), Institute
for Security Studies, South Africa

Foresight modelling series: Africa’s
development path and potential

This seminar discusses two new reports that examine
Africa’s development prospects. Moreover, this
seminar will provide a practical and constructive
perspective on how a high-growth future will impact
Africa’s current development path and potential as an
investment destination. Join the event to learn more
about this topic.

For more information, visit [ISS].

19 July 2024 @ 10:30 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
a New American Security, USA

Adapting NATO's Nuclear Posture to
Current Threats

Join the event for a virtual fireside chat with Dr. Vipin
Narang, Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Space Policy. Our conversation will broadly discuss
how NATO's nuclear posture is evolving in response to
Russia’s repeated threats to use nuclear weapons since
its illegal 2022 invasion of Ukraine. NATO
representatives gather in DC this week for discussions
largely focused on how the alliance can continue to
support Ukraine against the ongoing Russian invasion.
In these efforts, the nuclear dimension cannot be
ignored. Vladimir Putin has brandished Russia's
nuclear weapons repeatedly over the course of this
conflict to intimidate and coerce Europe and the
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United States and limit intervention. To counter
Russian nuclear coercion, NATO must ensure that its
posture and policies still present a credible deterrent.
Dr. Narang and Dr. Stacie Pettyjohn will discuss NATO's
efforts, and what more needs to be done.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

19 July 2024 @ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), National
University of Singapore, Singapore

How Inclusive Are National Identities in
Young East Asian Democracies? A Conjoint
Approach to Measuring National Identity
in South Korea and Taiwan

This seminar introduces a novel method for examining
national identity content through choice-based
conjoint experiments. The findings indicate that
attributes associated with voluntarist identity
conceptions, such as national identification and
support for the country’s (democratic) political system,
significantly contribute to being perceived as part of
the national community. However, ascriptive attributes
like common ancestry and nativity remain central to
national identity. Comparatively, Taiwan demonstrates
a more open national community than South Korea.

For more information, visit [NUS].

19 July 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

A Fireside Discussion with U.S.
Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns

Join CSIS Freeman Chair Jude Blanchette for a virtual
fireside discussion with Ambassador Nicholas Burns on
U.S.-China relations and his on-the-ground
impressions as U.S. Ambassador to China. After
welcome remarks by CSIS President and CEO John
Hamre, the conversation will explore recent
developments in this critical bilateral relationship and
the outlook for the years ahead.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

22 july 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m. (GMT+2),
German Institute for Global and Area Studies,
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Germany

Navigating Post-Pandemic Fieldwork in
China: Challenges, Adaptations, and
Insights

Following an extended period of closure due to COVID-
19 restrictions, the opportunity to conduct fieldwork in
China has been reinstated. However, this reopening
has been met with a degree of apprehension within
the realm of Chinese Studies, as researchers are
questioning the scope and nature of viable research.
This presentation, predicated on fieldwork on social
governance discourses in China conducted in Beijing
from November 2023 to February 2024, offers an
exploration of the potential dynamics of fieldwork in
Beijing's academia in the post-pandemic context. Key
questions to be addressed include the transformation
in the perceived sensitivity surrounding research
topics, the implications of one’s status as a foreign
researcher on fieldwork execution in China, and the
challenges encountered during the research process.
Furthermore, the presentation will offer some
preliminary strategies to navigate these obstacles. The
insights gleaned from this experience aim to provide
guidance and preparation for scholars embarking on
future fieldwork endeavors in China.

For more information, visit [GIGA].

22 july 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), National
Endowment for Democracy, USA

Preparing For A Democratic Future Of
North Korea: Next Generation Leadership

North Korean defectors who found freedom in South
Korea, the US, and other free societies, are more
motivated than ever to fight for the fundamental rights
and freedoms of North Korean citizens. In particular, a
growing number of passionate and visionary young
leaders from the defector communities across the
world are not only advocating for the advancement of
human rights but also preparing themselves to play an
important role in a future democratic North Korea.
Having witnessed firsthand the changes happening on
the ground within North Korea - the rise of informal
market systems, high demand for outside information,
and the budding capacity of North Koreans to think
critically and question the regime - these young
defector leaders are well positioned to bring new ideas
to strengthen the North Korean human rights
movement and new approaches to support democratic
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change in North Korea. Join the event to hear directly
from the next generation of leaders in a fireside chat
and discuss ways to support a free and democratic
North Korea.

For more information, visit [NED].

22 July 2024 @ 6:30-8:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute for
Policy Studies, USA

Countering American Fascism: Lessons
from Organizing in the U.S. Heartland

Join the event for a discussion on the challenges
confronting American democracy in the face of rising
fascism. How are social movements working to counter
this dangerous force by building an alternative vision
of a multi-racial democracy and an economy that
works for us all? What lessons can we learn from
organizing in rural communities and from union
campaigns in southern states?

For more information, visit [IPS].

22 july 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies, USA

China’s Third Plenum: A Plan for Renewed
Reform?

Join the event for a discussion of one of the most
anticipated meetings in China in recent years.
Observers are looking to see whether China’s
leadership will announce steps to effectively address a
wide range of economic challenges, including slowing
growth, a struggling real estate market, an aging
population, rising debt, and growing friction with
trading partners. CSIS China experts Jude Blanchette
(Freeman Chair), Bonny Lin (China Power Project), and
Scott Kennedy (Trustee Chair in Chinese Business and
Economics) will be joined by Daniel H. Rosen (Rhodium
Group) and Lingling Wei (Wall Street Journal). Together
they will break down the politics of the meeting,
developments in economic policy, and the implications
for Chinese foreign policy and relations with the rest of
the world.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

22 July 2024 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Devex, USA
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The inside view: Ben Rhodes on what the
US election means for global development

For better or worse, the upcoming U.S. presidential
election will have wide and rippling impacts on global
development. Join Devex President and Editor-in-Chief
Raj Kumar in conversation with Ben Rhodes, one of the
United States’ foremost foreign policy experts, to
understand what's at stake, what the varying
consequences could be for global development, and
what those in the sector need to be prepared for. Few
people understand the inner foreign policy workings of
the U.S. government better than Rhodes. As deputy
national security adviser in the Obama administration,
he was in the room where these conversations were
happening. He now serves as one of the country's
most-followed foreign policy commentators, as co-host
of “Pod Save The World.” He is also the author of two
New York Times bestsellers, most recently "After the
Fall: Being American in the World We've Made,” which
examines the state of democracy around the world.
Join the event for unique insights into what the U.S.
election means for global development and put
forward your questions.

For more information, visit [Devex].

22 July 2024 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

What's next for the US election?

In this session, Experts will discuss: Can Biden
effectively compete against Trump in the upcoming
election? What strategies might the Democrats employ
to secure a victory in the 2024 election? How may the
ongoing election impact US leadership at the global
level?

For more information, visit [Chatham].

23 July 2024 @ 1:00 -2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for a
New American Security, USA

The Center Must Hold with Michéle
Flournoy and Richard Fontaine

A new book, The Center Must Hold: Why Centrism is the
Answer to Extremism and Polarization, offers a
comprehensive centrist approach to the major
challenges facing the world today. Collated and edited
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by Yair Zivan, The Center Must Hold features essays
from world leaders, business executives, and scholars
including Michéle Flournoy, former under-secretary of
defense for policy and chair of the CNAS Board of
Directors, and Richard Fontaine, chief executive officer
of CNAS. Join this event for a discussion about the
book with Michéle Flournoy, Richard Fontaine, and Yair
Zivan. They will explore what centrism means, and
arguments for why it is the most effective antidote to
extremist politics and as a successful way to lead
countries.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

23 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT+2)
European Council on Foreign Relations, Germany

UAE-Africa nexus: Navigating a new
multipolar landscape

Drawing insights from the recent ECFR Policy

Brief, Beyond Competition: How Europe Can Harness
the UAE's Energy Ambitions in Africa, this event will
delve into Abu Dhabi's expanding influence in Africa
and examine the repercussions for Europe and the
global order.

For more information, visit [ECFR].

23 July 2024 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute for
Policy Studies, USA

What's Behind Netanyahu's Address to
Congress?

Formally invited, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is expected to address a joint meeting of
Congress on July 24th. The Institute for Policy Studies
and Busboys and Poets invites you to this panel event
to unpack the implications and pending questions:
What's going on in Palestine, especially in Gaza and the
West Bank? Why did Congress invite Netanyahu to
address a joint session of Congress? What's his real
goal in coming when even key Israeli officials say he
shouldn’t? What does the visit say about US support
for Israel's genocide in Gaza? What's the global
response to the prospect of this visit and what does
international law have to say about it?

For more information, visit [IPS].
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23 July 2024 @ 12:30 -1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

The Future of the US-Moldova Partnership

The Republic of Moldova is at a crossroads, where its
hard-earned advancements in democratization and
development are met with rising political, security, and
economic uncertainties. As Washington and Chisinau
seek closer collaboration to address these shared
challenges, join the Stimson Center for a discussion
with the Moldovan Ambassador to the United States,
H.E. Viorel Ursu, on the evolving architecture of the
U.S.-Moldovan partnership.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

23 July 2024 @ 9:00 a.m.- 2:40 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

2024 International Dialogue on North
Korean Human Rights

This conference will bring together scholars, experts,
and officials to share the reality of North Korean
human rights with the international community and to
expand international solidarity for improving human
rights in North Korea as 2024 marks the 10th
anniversary of publishing the report titled "Report of
the Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North
Korea" by the United Nations Commission of Inquiry
(COI) on North Korean Human Rights.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

23 July 2024 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

Ukraine’s energy infrastructure under
attack: strategies for survival

Russia’'s energy war will have far-reaching effects on
Ukraine's economy, create new outflows of refugees
and lead to a severe humanitarian crisis this winter,
especially in the cities. In this event experts will answer
to Key questions: What is Kyiv's strategy to restore
energy generation capacity? What kind of technological
solutions can be rapidly deployed? How can the system
be made more resilient in the longer term? And how
can Western companies and governments help?
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For more information, visit [Chatham].

23 July 2024 @ 9:00 -10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Unleashing the Power of US-Japan
Economic Security Cooperation

Join the event with experts to discuss the opportunities
as well as challenges ahead in derisking from the PRC
amid greater political headwinds in both capitals,
efforts to develop collective action against economic
coercion, and the challenge of ensuring growth in an
era of demographic decline and emerging
technologies.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

Recent Book Releases

Ryan Wolfson-Ford, Forsaken Causes: Liberal
Democracy and Anticommunism in Cold War Laos,
University of Wisconsin Press, 344 pages, published 23
July 2024. For a review, see [The Asian Review of
Books].

Torsten Bell, Great Britain? How we get our future
back, Bodley Head, 304 pages, published 13 June 2024.
For a review, see [The Guardian Review of Books].

Sebastian Junger, In My Time of Dying: How | Came
Face to Face with the Idea of an Afterlife, Simon &
Schuster, 176 pages, published 21 May 2024. For a
review, see [The Guardian Review of Books].

Will Hutton, This Time No Mistakes: How to
Remake Britain, Apollo, 491 pages, published April 11,
2024. For a review, see [The LSE Review of Books].

Ravi Dutt Bajpai, Civilization-States of China and
India: Reshaping the World Order, Bloomsbury
Academic India, 300 pages, published 30 January 2024.
For a review, see [The Asian Review of Books].

Raghuram Rajan & Rohit Lamba, Breaking the
Mould: Reimagining India's Economic Future,
Penguin Business, 336 pages, published 7 December
2023. For areview, see [The LSE Review of Books].

Mareile Kaufmann, Making Information Matter:
Understanding Surveillance and Making a
Difference, Bristol University Press, 186 pages,
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published July 20, 2023. For a review, see [The LSE
Review of Books].

Calls

Singapore Management University (SMU) invites
paper proposals for its international workshop “Small
States and Arctic Sustainability,” to be held on
November 20, 2024, in Singapore. The deadline for
abstract submission is July 15, 2024. For more
information, see [SMU].

The South Asia International Economic Law
Network invites paper proposals for the Fourth
Biennial Conference “Local Approaches to
International Economic Law” to be held on December
16-18, 2024, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The deadline for
abstract submission is July 30, 2024. For more
information, see [South Asia International Economic
Law Network].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Project Management and
Communications Analyst to be based in Geneve,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until July 27,
2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National IC-National
Consultant - Legal to be based in Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until July 26, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National Gender &
Stakeholder Consultation Expert for GCF
Programme Formulation to be based in Thailand.
Applications are accepted until July 26, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for an Intern - Governance and
Peacebuilding Unit to be based in Maseru, Lesotho.
Applications are accepted until July 19, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Project Communications
Analyst to be based in Funafuti, Tuvalu. Applications
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are accepted until July 27, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for an Expert on analysis of
current legislation requiring improvement. The
position is based in Tajikistan. Applications are
accepted until July 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant-
Legislative analysis, to develop recommendations
_IMAS to be based in Ukraine. Applications are
accepted until July 24, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Project Management
Specialist to be based in Accra, Ghana. Applications
are accepted until July 26, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Liaison and Policy Advice
Officer to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are
accepted until July 28, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Partnerships and External Relations Support
Officer to be based in China-Beijing. Applications are
accepted until August 2, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Consultant - Legislative Drafting. Applications are
accepted until July 26, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
an External Relations Officer to be based in
Zimbabwe-Harare. Applications are accepted until July
31, 2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
an External Relations Officer to be based in Ethiopia-
Addis Ababa. Applications are accepted until July 31,
2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a
Programme Specialist to be based in Paris.
Applications are accepted until August 12, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNESCO].
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a
Communication Officer to be based in Paris.
Applications are accepted until August 12, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNESCO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a National Programme and Finance
Specialist. This is a home-based position. Applications
are accepted until July 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a Legal Specialist to be based in Liberia-
Monrovia. Applications are accepted until July 26, 2024.
More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for Legal Specialists. There are six positions
available in Various Locations. Applications are
accepted until July 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for an Economist (Policy for Investment).
The primary location for this post is Italy-Rome.
Applications are accepted until August 8, 2024. More
information is provided at [FAQ].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) is looking for an HR Intern (with focus on
Knowledge Management and/or Data Analytics)
based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are
accepted until July 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNOPS].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a
Safety Coordinator to be based in Amman, Jordan
(with frequent travel to Gaza, occupied Palestinian
territory). Applications are accepted until July 25, 2024.
More information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a
Protection Specialist (Legal) based in Beirut,
Lebanon. Applications are accepted until July 24, 2024.
More information is provided at [DRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a Senior Program Manager to be based in Denver,
CO, USA. Applications are accepted until September
10, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a Director, Program Quality and Performance in
Emergencies. There are 2 positions available.
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Applications are accepted until August 10, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a Director, Strategy and Measurement in
Emergencies. There are 2 positions available.
Applications are accepted until August 11, 2024. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is seeking an
Executive Assistant - Middle East Office.
Applications are accepted until July 20, 2024. More
information is provided at [NRC].

The World Bank is looking for a Country Advisory
and Economics Manager, in South Asia. Applications
are accepted until July 26, 2024. More information is
provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Financial Analyst -
Finance & Accounting to be based in Chennai, India.
Applications are accepted until July 28, 2024. More
information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for an Operations Officer
to be based in Manila, Philippines. Applications are
accepted until July 26, 2024. More information is
provided at [WB].

The UN Women is looking for a Policy Specialist,
Women'’s Political Participation to be based in Suva,
FIJI. Applications are accepted until July 31, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Women].

The Pembroke College at the University of Oxford is
looking for a Lecturer (Career Development) in
Private Law. Applications are accepted until July 24,
2024. More information is provided at [Oxford].

The University of Leeds is looking for an Associate
Professor in Criminal Justice/Criminology.
Applications are accepted until September 22, 2024.
More information is provided at [Leeds].

Bournemouth University is looking for a Lecturer
(Academic) in Corporate Law. Applications are
accepted until July 31, 2024. More information is
provided at [Bournemouth].

The Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
(HASS) at the University of Exeter is looking for a
Lecturer or Senior Lecturer in Law (Education and
Research). Applications are accepted until August 1,
2024. More information is provided at [Exeter].

The University of Southampton is looking for a
Teaching Fellow in International Relations.
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Applications are accepted until July 25, 2024. More
information is provided at [Southampton].

The Department of Political Science at UCL is looking
for an Associate Lecturer (Teaching) in Security
Studies. Applications are accepted until August 1,
2024. More information is provided at [UCL].

The Department of Government at the University of
Bergen, Norway, is looking for a Predoctoral Fellow
in Political Science. Applications are accepted until
August 15, 2024. More information is provided at
[Bergen].

The Department of Political Science and Public
Management at the University of Southern Denmark
is looking for an Associate Professor in International
Politics. Applications are accepted until October 1,
2024. More information is provided at [Southern
Denmark].

The Department of Politics and International Relations
at the University of Sheffield is looking for a
Lecturer. Applications are accepted until August 4,
2024. More information is provided at [Sheffield].

Team:

Anna Chong (ac), Aye Moe Pwint Phyu, Busawan
Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fahima
Mohseni, Hamza Gharfane (hgh), Henning Glaser (hg),
Jasmine Ayesha Pidoux (jp), Jennifer Martinez (jm), Ji Fang
(i), Josephina Georgopoulou (jg), Laurence Brenner (Ib),
Lucas Meier (Im), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Oliver Cubbin
(oc), Pakkanut Srinives (ps), Rhea Maggs (rm), Saw Eh Ta
Mu (sm), Saw Khu Doh Soe (ss), Shekinah Annuncia (sa),
Shreya Goyal (sg), Sirikorn Indrayodha (si), Thurein Lynn
(tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo
Naing (wn), Wannee Thiraputthisakul (wt), Wyne Ei Htwe
(wh)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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