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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, I extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Liberia, the Maldives and Peru as

well as the Revolution Day of Egypt this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU

 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-r/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-y/


Main Sections

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in East Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in South Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in Southeast Asia

International Relations, Geopolitics and Security in

Asia

Announcements

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

East Asia

 

 

China: Highly anticipated Third Plenum

held

(jg) On July 15-18, after months of delay, the 20th

Central Committee of the Communist Party of China

held its much anticipated Third Plenum to discuss and

decide goals and policies aimed to help improve the

national economy in the coming years.  

The session was held as the country’s economic growth

slowed to 4.7 percent in this year’s second quarter,

causing banks such as Goldman Sachs to lower their

2024 gross domestic product growth forecast for China

from 5.0 percent to 4.9 percent. In addition, the

property crisis continues as investment in the sector

dropped 10.1 percent in the first half of the year

compared to a year earlier, while consumer confidence

remains weak. Internationally China faces intensifying



pressure over tariffs on Chinese goods in the US and

the European Union (see articles in this edition). [Voice

of America]

The outcome of the meetings shows China will pursue

a continuation of its existing policies, rather than

announcing a change in direction, as reflected in the

“Communique of the Third Plenary Session of the 20th

Central Committee of the Communist Party of China.”

The document noted that China must meet its targets

for 2024, before promising to deepen reforms in all

areas, including the economy, rural land,

environmental protection, national security, fighting

corruption, and cultural development. [China Daily]

[South China Morning Post 1] 

The main takeaways from the document included the

following: China will continue boosting innovation and

talent attraction - as it already has been doing -,

cultivating scientists, engineers and promoting

technological breakthroughs. New policies will also

target boosting the private economy by removing

market access barriers, improving the management

and supervision of state-owned enterprises, and lifting

restrictions on foreign investment access. The

government moreover aims to improve the budget

system and the tax system, further targeting the

current housing issues, and improving the income

distribution system and wealth accumulation

mechanism. [The Strait Times]

In an explainer released alongside the document,

President Xi Jinping noted imbalance and inadequacy

in key challenges to the country’s current

development, warning - with reference to “local

conflicts and turbulence”, “global problems”, and “the

suppression and containment from the outside” - that

both unpredictable and predictable yet neglected risks

may occur at any time with serious consequences.

[Nikkei Asia]

Analysts noted that outcomes of the Third Plenum

show that tensions continue to exist between policies

aimed at supporting economic security and expanding

the supply-side of the economy and those seeking to

allow a greater role of market forces and rebalance

growth toward consumption. They also expressed

disappointment that no clear implementation policies

were raised that would improve the climate for

business. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post 2]

It has also been highlighted among observers that

national security has been put in a more prominent

position, with the communique underscoring national

security as “pivotal foundation for ensuring steady and

continued progress in Chinese modernization.” It calls
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for a “holistic approach to national security,” that seeks

to “improve the institutions and mechanisms for

safeguarding national security, and ensure that high-

quality development and greater security reinforce

each other, so as to effectively safeguard the country's

stability and security over the long term.” [China Daily]

[CSIS]

China: Former Chinese foreign minister

removed from party’s Central Committee

at Third Plenum

(rl) Qin Gang, China's former foreign minister who

vanished from public sight over a year ago, has been

removed from his position on the Central Committee

of the ruling Chinese Communist Party. The decision to

remove him came during a four-day meeting of the

Third Plenum (see article above), following a

resignation request from Qin.

Despite his removal, the reference to Qin as "comrade"

in the statement suggests that he remains a party

member and is not under criminal investigation. This

situation differs from that of former defense minister

Li Shangfu and two other senior commanders, who

were expelled from the party amid corruption

allegations.

Qin, who served as China's shortest-serving foreign

minister, disappeared last year with the foreign

ministry citing "health reasons" for his absence.

Previously considered a close aide to President Xi

Jinping, Qin swiftly ascended through the ranks,

serving as ambassador to the United States in July

2021 and then becoming foreign minister 17 months

later.

His removal as foreign minister occurred during a

special session of the National People's Congress (NPC)

Standing Committee in July last year, only seven

months after his promotion. Qin was last seen publicly

on June 25 last year, meeting with senior diplomats

from Russia, Vietnam, and Sri Lanka. He was stripped

of his state councillor position in October and allowed

to resign from the NPC in February before this year's

annual legislative session.

The communique also confirmed the expulsion of Li

Shangfu, former defense minister, and other senior

officials from the party. Li Shangfu, who was dismissed

from his ministerial and state councillor positions in

October after just seven months, is under investigation

for allegedly accepting large sums of money for
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personal gain and bribing others. [Reuters] [South

China Morning Post]

China: Youth unemployment shows

improvement

(jg) Official statistics released by the National Bureau of

Statistics on July 17 show youth unemployment has

begun to decrease in China, falling to 13.2 percent in

June for people aged 16 to 24 but excluding students.

The statistics only take into account urban areas,

skewing the reality as the job market competitiveness

continues to grow. In May, the figure was at 14.2

percent.

So far, this is the lowest recorded figure since

authorities resumed publishing youth unemployment

data in January under a new calculation method. In

June 2023, the figure had stood at 21.3 percent, after

which the government stopped releasing statistics,

claiming they required a new methodology of

calculation. The data also showed that unemployment

for the group age 25 to 29 was at 6.4 percent in June

2024, down from 6.6 percent in May.

The overall unemployment rate remains steady at five

percent. [Hong Kong Free Press] 

China: Newly appointed chair of Hong

Kong press union fired 

(jg) American newspaper The Wall Street Journal has

fired Hong Kong-based reporter Selina Cheng after she

was elected chair of the city’s embattled Hong Kong

Journalist Association (HKJA). The termination of her

employment occurred with immediate effect on July

17. Cheng expressed her disappointment that her first

press conference in her new position was to announce

this news, talking to media outside the building that

houses the Hong Kong office of The Wall Street

Journal. 

She further claimed that The Wall Street Journal (WSJ)

had fired her for taking up the position at the HKJA,

after trying to dissuade her from running, asking her to

quite the board entirely, and warning her role at the

HKJA would be incompatible with her role as a

journalist. She also said her participation as a board

member had not been considered an issue when she

joined The Wall Street Journal. 
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Cheng noted WSJ’s solidarity with her colleague,

reporter Evan Gershkovich, who has been detained in

Russia for over a year on espionage charges,

commending them for their efforts to secure

Gershkovich’s release. Cheng said for this reason she is

particularly shocked at her treatment by The Wall

Street Journal, accusing them of violating their

employees’ human rights by preventing them from

advocating for press freedom. In response to enquiries

from HKFP, a spokesperson for The Wall Street

Journal’s parent company Dow Jones refused to

comment on any individual.

This comes as Hong Kong’s new security laws have

caused the city to plummet in international press

freedom indices, while over 1,000 journalists have lost

their jobs. The HKJA has recently faced increased

pressure and criticism from Hong Kong authorities,

including Secretary for Security Chris Tang Ping-keung,

who criticized and accused the association of standing

with the anti-government protesters of 2019.

In a statement released the same day Cheng’s

termination was announced, the HKJA also expressed

their disappointment and outrage at The Wall Street

Journal’s decision. They further claimed that The Wall

Street Journal may have breached Hong Kong’s labor

law, as the Hong Kong Employment Ordinance

stipulates employees cannot be dismissed for trade

union membership and activities. The statement also

announced the HKJA and Cheng are currently

consulting lawyers to resolve this potential issue.

[Hong Kong Free Press]

Chinese state media Global defended WSJ’s move,

citing Chinese scholars accusing the HKJA of “colluding

with separatist politicians and instigating riots in Hong

Kong,” and calling it a “malignant tumor that harms the

city's safety and stability.” [The Global Times]

China: Price of germanium hits record

high, prompting speculation of possible

state buying

(jg) According to data from Shanghai Metals Market,

prices of germanium hit a record high, increasing by

almost a third in the past month to reach CNY 13,250

(approximately USD 1,821) per kilogram on July 17.

Industry sources that wanted to remain anonymous

speculated that recent price increases are due to

China’s state stockpiling agency, The National Food and

Strategic Reserves Administration, buying 100 metric
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tons. However, the sources also said it was unclear

how much they may have paid. 

A Chinese germanium trader noted that market

speculation has boosted prices but cautioned that a

rapid downward correction could follow. A germanium

exporter added that recent demand from both

overseas and domestic users is supporting prices. The

exporter mentioned receiving many inquiries from

Japan and South Korea for germanium oxide.

Despite a 55 percent drop in China's germanium

exports in the first five months of 2024, compared to

the same period in 2023, the value of shipments has

surged nearly 300 percent, according to customs data.

[Reuters]

This data comes as germanium – like other critical

minerals – has become strategic targets in the

geopolitics of the global great power competition.

China supplies 60 percent of the world’s germanium, a

material used in chipmaking, fiber optic cables, solar

cells, and infrared technology. In August 2023, China

introduced new controls over export of germanium

and gallium products (see AiR No. 32, August/2023, 2).

Since then, prices have increased 38 percent. [Reuters]

China: Consumer spending not meeting

expectations

(jg) The People’s Bank of China has released official

data that shows that household deposits in China rose

to a record CNY 147 trillion (around USD 20 trillion) at

the end of June 2024. In the first half of 2024, Chinese

households added CNY 9.3 trillion to their deposit

accounts. However, this increase in savings is not

translated in their spending, causing growth in the

second quarter of 2024 to fall to 4.7 percent, not

meeting expectations. Retail sales growth also slowed,

increasing by 2 percent in June, the slowest in a year

and a half.

Luxury brands like Hugo Boss, Burberry, Richemont,

and Swatch have reported declining sales in China,

impacting their earnings. Despite the government’s

efforts to stimulate demand through subsidies and

trade-in deals, consumers prefer to save or invest in

wealth management products, according to

Singapore’s OCBC Bank. In June 2024, household

deposits increased by CNY 2.14 trillion (USD 294 billion)

from May, 20 percent less than the same period one

year prior. In the same month, yuan deposits, including

household, corporate, and government, totaled

approximately CNY 300 trillion (USD 41 billion), more
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than double of China's GDP of CNY 126 trillion (USD 17

trillion).

A report of American multinational investment bank

TD Cowen shows that Chinese people save as a

precaution, as it is perceived there is lack of a strong

social safety net. Nearly half of the 2,000 Chinese

consumers surveyed reported higher savings

compared to a year ago. Consumers are also choosing

to use their spending in different areas, spending more

on gold goods and travel experiences, rather than

luxury goods. The report further reveals that about 64

percent of respondents plan to spend money on travel,

while 17 percent are less inclined to purchase luxury

goods. [Business Insider]  

China: Companies caught ordering illegal

pregnancy tests for prospective female

employees

(jg) Prosecutors in Nantong, a city in Jiangsu province,

have sued 16 companies that asked women to go

through pregnancy tests before being hired. The

official Procuratorial Daily announced this in an article

on July 15, saying investigations by the Tongzhou

district procurate in Nantone begun earlier in 2024

after being tipped off.

The investigation found two hospitals and a physical

exam center had carried out 168 pregnancy tests on

job applicants on behalf of these 16 companies. The

article stated that the companies and hospitals had

already received a warning about their behavior. It did

not mention if these companies were fined, although

companies in China can be fined up to CNY 50,000

(around USD 6,873) for sex discrimination if they

refuse to correct their behavior. Prosecutors argue

that these pregnancy tests violated women's rights to

equal work opportunities.

The hospitals admitted that the women were not given

written warnings about the tests, only vague verbal

ones. Prosecutors found evidence that companies

were testing women for pregnancy, resulting in at least

one case where a pregnant woman was not hired.

After receiving a warning, the company eventually

hired the woman with compensation for her.

Many employers worrying about the cost of maternity

benefits as new mothers are entitled to up to six

months of maternity leave, although specific

regulations vary by province. However, Chinese law

explicitly prohibits firms from conducting pregnancy

tests as part of pre-employment physical
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examinations. It also bans other forms of

discrimination, such as preferring to hire men or

inquiring about a woman’s marital status. It is also

common for companies to be suspected of

discriminating against women by not paying their full

salaries when they are on maternity leave.

Research conducted by the Inspection Squad for

Workplace Gender Discrimination, a group of

volunteers who have been trying to improve workplace

gender equality, found in 2023 that men have a

significant advantage over women when applying for

government jobs. [South China Morning Post]

China: 15 provinces on emergency alert as

extreme flooding moves north

(jg) 15 provinces in China have been placed on

emergency alert as heavy rainfall moving north causes

risks of extreme flooding. The main rain belt is shifting

northwards, bringing extreme rainfall and risks of

flooding to regions including the Sichuan basin and the

Huanghuai area between the Yellow and Huai rivers.

On July 14, the Ministry of Emergency Management

and nearly half of China’s provincial authorities held a

meeting to prepare for worst-case scenarios during the

peak flood season, which normally occurs in late July

and early August. The Department of Flood and

Drought Disaster Prevention highlighted the increasing

suddenness, extremity, and abnormality of heavy

rainfall, floods, and droughts.

On July 16, the China Meteorological Administration

activated rainstorm emergency response Level 2, the

second-highest alert in a four-tier system, for

provinces including Henan, Shandong in the east and

Sichuan in the southwest. The Ministry of Water

Resources has also warned floods in the Hai River

basin may affect seven provincial-level areas, including

the capital Beijing. [South China Morning Post]

Suizhou, Hubei province, issued a red rainstorm alert,

the most severe level, according to state broadcaster

CCTV. On July 14, four people were killed when their

car was washed into a river by these floods.

[Table.Media]

Xiangyang, also in Hubei, issued seven red rainstorm

warnings on Sunday, with 268 reservoirs exceeding

their water levels. Henan, a major grain-producing

province previously hit by drought, experienced severe

floods from heavy downpours. On July 16, nine

weather stations in Henan recorded the highest rainfall
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rates nationwide in 24 hours. [South China Morning

Post]

On July 19, heavy rain and flooding in Zhashui county,

Shaanxi province caused a highway bridge to partially

collapse. This caused 11 people to die and 30 to go

missing. The official Xinhua News Agency said five

vehicles that had fallen off the bridge were recovered

the same day, while rescue operations continued the

next day as around 20 cars were still missing. They also

reported that 40 homes were destroyed, and an

estimated 30 people had also gone missing in Sichuan

province, due to storms and flooding. [AP News]

In response, President Xi Jinping called for

comprehensive rescue and relief efforts, emphasizing

the need for immediate rescue operations, assisting

affected families, and preventing secondary disasters.

He also highlighted the importance of flood control,

urging regions and departments to enhance

monitoring, early warning systems, and safety

measures to protect lives and property. Premier Li

Qiang gave instructions to spare no effort in searching

for and rescuing the missing people, investigate the

cause promptly and take measures to prevent

secondary disasters. Vice Premier Zhang Guoqing led a

working team to the site of the bridge collapse to guide

rescue efforts. [Xinhua News Agency]

Japan: Offices of ruling party lawmaker

searched over election law violation

allegations

(rl) On July 18, Japanese prosecutors searched the

offices and residences of ruling Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP) lawmaker Manabu Horii in Tokyo and

Hokkaido over allegations of election law violations.

Horii is accused of paying money to voters in his

constituency, which contravenes the Public Offices

Election Law.

The searches were conducted following accusations

that Horii had his secretary hand over condolence

money to several voters around 2022. Despite being

informed that these payments were illegal, Horii

allegedly instructed his staff to continue the practice,

which had become customary.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

commented on the situation, emphasizing that

politicians should adhere to election and political laws.

The allegations involve condolence payments ranging

from JPY 10,000 (USD 64) to several tens of thousands

of yen, with discussions about the amounts taking
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place in a group chat on the Line messaging app.

[Kyodo News]

Horii, a former Olympic bronze medalist in speed

skating, is also facing separate allegations in a political

funds scandal. He is accused of failing to report

revenues totaling JPY 21.96 million (USD 140,000)

received from an LDP faction.

In January, Horii acknowledged the misreporting but

provided limited details on the expenditure of these

funds. In June, he announced he would not run in the

next lower house election but did not plan to resign as

a lawmaker. Horii, currently serving his fourth term,

has also held positions as a parliamentary vice minister

of the foreign ministry and senior vice minister at the

Cabinet Office.

The political funds scandal has implicated many within

the LDP, with some facing indictments. Horii was given

a one-year ban on assuming party roles in April due to

the scandal, which involves excess funds generated

from party faction events not being recorded in

political funds reports but instead used as kickback for

LDP lawmakers.

This ongoing investigation represents another

challenge for Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s

administration, which is grappling with plummeting

approval ratings. A July survey revealed that public

support for Kishida's cabinet stood at 15.5 percent,

marking a new low since the LDP returned to power in

December 2012 and a drop of 0.9 percentage point

from June, when the previous low of 16.4 percent was

recorded. [Japan Times][Nippon.com]

Japan: LDP official urges central bank to

clarify rate-hike stance

(rl) Senior ruling party official Toshimitsu Motegi has

called on the Bank of Japan (BOJ), the country’s central

bank, to clearly indicate its intention to normalize

monetary policy, including through steady interest rate

hikes.

Motegi, who serves as the secretary-general of the

ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), emphasized the

negative impact of excessive yen declines on Japan's

economy, urging the BOJ to signal a shift away from its

massive stimulus measures to counter these

unwelcome yen falls. He also expressed confidence

that Japanese firms could handle the impact of tighter

monetary policy.
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These comments come ahead of the BOJ's two-day

policy meeting ending on July 31, where the board is

expected to discuss raising interest rates from their

current near-zero levels. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida

recently supported the BOJ's policy normalization,

suggesting it would aid Japan's transition to a growth-

driven economy.

Many economists anticipate the BOJ will increase

interest rates to 0.25 percent this year, although

opinions differ on whether this will occur this month or

later. The BOJ is also expected to announce a detailed

plan for tapering its extensive bond-buying program

and reducing its USD 5 trillion balance sheet. A rate

hike accompanied by significant tapering could cause

substantial market reactions, analysts say.

The yen's weakness has been a significant concern for

Japanese policymakers, as it raises the cost of raw

materials and fuel imports, impacting consumption.

Speculation of government intervention in the

currency market to support the yen has added

pressure on the BOJ to adopt more hawkish signals.

[Nikkei, in Japanese] [Reuters]

Japan: Country to boost jet fuel

production and imports amid tourism

boom

(rl) Japan plans to increase its jet fuel production and

imports to meet the rising demand from a surge in

tourism, according to a draft government plan

presented on July 16. This initiative aims to address a

recent jet fuel shortage that has affected commercial

flights and hindered the expansion of international

flight capacity and new routes.

Tourism to Japan has significantly increased since visa-

free travel resumed in late 2022 following the lifting of

strict COVID-19 border controls. The yen's slide to a 38-

year low has also made Japan more attractive to

overseas visitors.

The draft plan, presented by the industry and

transport ministries to a panel of specialists, includes

both short-term and long-term measures. In the short

term, the plan proposes assessing fuel demand growth

at each airport and ensuring sufficient supply by

ramping up local production and increasing imports. It

also suggests using the full capacity of lorries and ships

to strengthen transport systems.

For the medium- and long-term, the plan includes

increasing the number of storage tanks at refineries
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and airports, securing more lorries and enlarging

ships, and updating aging cargo handling equipment.

Japanese refiners have been reducing oil processing

capacity over the past decade due to falling domestic

demand caused by an aging population, a decreasing

birthrate, and a shift towards more fuel-efficient

vehicles.

"Unlike other oil products, we expect jet fuel demand

to increase further as the government targets 60

million foreign tourists in 2030, so we have to take a

long-term approach," an official at the industry

ministry said. [Reuters]

In 2023, Japan welcomed just over 25 million visitors.

The government is now taking steps to ensure the

aviation sector can meet future demand as tourism

continues to recover and grow. [AA]

Japan: High nonprescription drug abuse

rates among teens

(rl) A recent study by Japan's health ministry has

revealed that an estimated 650,000 individuals in Japan

abused nonprescription drugs over the past year, with

the highest abuse rate found among teenagers. The

study, which is the first of its kind on a nationwide

scale, highlighted growing concerns over drug

overdoses, particularly among young people.

The research found that 0.75 percent of the population

aged 15 to 64, approximately 650,000 people, misused

over-the-counter (OTC) medications such as cough

suppressants and painkillers for recreational purposes.

Teenagers aged 15 to 19 showed the highest abuse

rate at 1.46 percent, representing around 85,000

individuals. This was followed by individuals in their

50s at 1.24 percent (about 308,000 people) and those

in their 30s at 0.69 percent (around 101,000 people).

Takuya Shimane, a researcher at the National Center

of Neurology and Psychiatry who led the study,

emphasized the need to address this issue, particularly

among teenagers. The findings suggest a necessity to

reassess Japan's drug-sale regulations and provide

support for those misusing OTC medications.

The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare is

considering a ban on sales of large quantities of

addictive OTC drugs to individuals under 20. This move

follows a panel's recommendation from January to

amend the relevant laws. Additionally, efforts to

educate junior and senior high school students about

the risks of overdose are deemed essential.
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The study's data was collected through a survey

conducted between October and December, which

included 3,026 valid responses out of 5,000 distributed

questionnaires. For the first time, the survey asked

respondents if they had used nonprescription drugs

beyond the recommended dosage to alter their mood.

Responses indicated that 36 percent of the abused

drugs were obtained from stores like drugstores or

pharmacies, 16 percent were found at home, and 4

percent were purchased online. Over half of the

sources remained unknown. [Kyodo News] [Xin Hua]

Japan: Surge in COVID-19 cases due to new

variant recorded

(rl) Japan is grappling with the KP.3 COVID-19 variant,

leading to its 11th infection wave. This highly

contagious strain is causing a significant rise in cases

despite vaccinations and prior infections. The typical

symptoms of the KP. 3 variant include high fever, sore

throat, loss of smell and taste, headaches, and fatigue.

According to the health ministry, the average number

of new coronavirus cases at designated hospitals

across Japan rose for 10 consecutive weeks in the week

through July 14. [Ministry of Health, Labour, and

Welfare]

Health experts note rapid immunity loss post-

vaccination as a challenge. From July 1 to 7, infections

surged by 39 percent, with Okinawa hit hardest.

Hospitals see increased admissions, but few severe

cases. Globally, similar trends are observed, with

notable figures like US President Joe Biden testing

positive. Japan maintains strict measures at entry

points but sees limited outbound travel plans. [South

China Morning Post]

Precautionary measures are already in place at the

country’s air and seaports to monitor the health of

incoming arrivals. However, the global spike in cases

may deter some Japanese from venturing abroad this

summer. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Exports increase in support for

second quarter growth

(rl) Japan's exports grew for the seventh consecutive

month in June, suggesting economic recovery in the

second quarter after a contraction earlier this year.

Exports increased by 5.4 percent from a year ago,
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driven by chip-making equipment and non-ferrous

metals, according to the Finance Ministry. This growth,

however, fell short of the 7.2 percent increase

anticipated by economists.

Imports rose by 3.2 percent, less than the 9.6 percent

forecast by analysts. This smaller-than-expected rise in

imports led to a trade surplus of JPY 224 billion (USD

1.4 billion), compared to a JPY 1.22 trillion deficit in

May.

While the trade surplus is likely to have contributed to

economic growth last quarter, economists caution

about the disparity between internal and external

demand. The Bank of Japan (BOJ) is evaluating the

economy's strength ahead of its upcoming monetary

policy decision, with around one-third of economists

predicting another interest rate hike.

The export value was bolstered by a weaker yen, which

traded at an average of 156.64 against the dollar in

June, 12.5 percent weaker than a year ago. By region,

Japan's shipments to the US grew by 11 percent,

though this was half of the previous month's growth

rate. Export growth to China slowed to 7.2 percent

from 17.8 percent, and exports to the EU dropped by

13.4 percent. China's economic growth unexpectedly

slowed to its weakest pace in five quarters, putting

additional pressure on policymakers.

A weak yen boosts Japanese exporters' overseas

earnings but also raises concerns about inflation in

energy, food, and materials for Japan, a nation with

limited resources. The economy, which shrank in the

first quarter due to reduced consumer and company

spending, relies on strong exports for a rebound.

Policymakers are closely monitoring the impact of the

weak yen on the economy and prices ahead of the

BOJ's next policy decision. The authorities have

intervened in the foreign exchange market multiple

times this year to support the yen, with recent actions

seen as part of a two-pronged intervention strategy.

[Bloomberg] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida apologizes

for forced sterilizations under former

eugenics law

(rl) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has formally

apologized to plaintiffs who were forcibly sterilized

under Japan's former Eugenic Protection Law. The law,

in effect from 1948 to 1996, allowed authorities to

sterilize individuals with disabilities, including mental
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disorders, hereditary diseases, physical deformities,

and those with leprosy. It also permitted forced

abortions if either parent had such conditions.

Kishida met with around 130 survivors, many elderly

and in wheelchairs, at his official residence, expressing

remorse for the physical and mental suffering they

endured. He acknowledged that the law was

unconstitutional and violated human rights and

dignity. Kishida has ordered the preparation of a new

compensation plan for survivors, though details have

not been shared.

Previously, the government offered JPY 3.2 million

(USD 20,000) to each survivor, which plaintiffs argued

was insufficient. On July 3, Japan’s Supreme Court ruled

that the government must pay JPY 16.5 million (USD

$105,000) to each plaintiff and JPY 2.2 million

(JPY14,000) to their spouses in damages (see AiR No.

28, July/2024, 2).

The Eugenic Protection Law was enacted as part of

post-World War II population control measures. It

aimed to prevent the increase of individuals deemed

"inferior" from a eugenic perspective and to protect

maternal health. The legislation targeted conditions

like "remarkable abnormal sexual desire" and

"remarkable clinical inclination."

Plaintiffs and their lawyers have demanded a

comprehensive compensation law for all survivors,

even those who haven't filed lawsuits and urged swift

resolution of ongoing related cases, stressing the

advanced age of most plaintiffs. [CNN] [Japan Times]

Japan: US marine corps bases increase

sobriety checks after incidents

(rl) The Marine Corps has ramped up sobriety checks at

its bases in Japan following two alleged offenses by

U.S. troops stationed on the island (see AiR No. 29,

July/2024, 3).

On July 12 and 13, Marine bases on Okinawa

conducted “100 percent outbound personnel and

vehicle inspections along with increased inbound

vehicle inspections,” according to a statement by

Marine Corps Installations Pacific.

Marines have been instructed to carry their ID, Tier

Card, liberty buddy (if applicable), and driver’s license,

and be prepared for sobriety tests. These measures

began on July 6 and 7, as confirmed by a spokesperson

from Marine Corps Installations Pacific to Stars &
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Stripes, although the duration of these inspections is

currently unclear.

The increased checks follow backlash over two cases of

sexual assault allegedly committed by American

military personnel on Okinawa which is home to 75

percent of the U.S. military in Japan.

In a joint op-ed, U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm

Emanuel and Lt. Gen. Roger Turner, commander of the

III Marine Expeditionary Force, expressed regret over

the incidents and outlined steps to improve

procedures. They acknowledged that current

precautions do not meet the set standards and

announced the introduction of a uniform liberty

system across all military branches, ensuring all

soldiers adhere to the same code of conduct. The

enhanced sobriety checks are part of these

strengthened measures.

Details on additional liberty changes or restrictions

remain unavailable, as noted by a U.S. Forces Japan

spokesperson. [Marine Times] [Stars and Stripes]

Japan: Wreckage of two Japanese SDF

helicopters discovered after fatal April

crash

(rl) Two Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF)

helicopters, missing since their collision in April, have

been located on the Pacific seabed. The crash, which

occurred during a nighttime anti-submarine drill,

claimed the lives of all eight personnel on board (see

AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4).

The helicopters were found by an unmanned deep-sea

probe capable of reaching depths of up to 6,000

meters. The search operation began on July 15. The

helicopters were identified by their serial numbers and

other unique features.

The collision took place on April 20, east of Torishima

Island in the Izu island chain, approximately 600

kilometers south of Tokyo. The depth in this area is

about 5,500 meters. The crash occurred during a drill,

with each helicopter carrying four MSDF members.

The MSDF confirmed one fatality shortly after the

accident. In June, the seven missing crew members

were officially declared dead. An investigation by the

Defense Ministry revealed that the collision was likely

due to the crew's failure to maintain a proper lookout

and a misjudgment of the distance between the two
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helicopters, resulting in no evasive maneuvers being

taken. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Journalist sentenced to jail

(dql) Mongolian prominent journalist Unurtsetseg

Naran has been sentenced to nearly five years in

prison, a decision seen as concerning for the country's

media.

In a closed-door trial, Unurtsetseg, editor-in-chief of

the news site Zarig, was convicted of spreading false

information, tax evasion, money laundering, revealing

personal secrets, and illegal acquisition of state

secrets. Denying all wrongdoing, she received a

sentence of four years and nine months.

Initially arrested in December 2023 for spreading false

information and contempt of court, more serious

charges were later added. She was released to house

arrest in February and can appeal the conviction.

Unurtsetseg is known for her critical coverage and for

investigating, among others, loan defaults at the

Development Bank of Mongolia, uncovering sexual

abuse in a Buddhist boarding school, and exposing

military violence. She previously faced numerous legal

threats, including 12 defamation complaints in 2019

and four in 2020, mostly filed by politicians mentioned

in her reporting. Defamation cases are commonly used

to retaliate against journalists in Mongolia, according

to press freedom groups.

Her conviction follows the recent charge against

another journalist, Bayarmaa Ayurzana, editor-in-chief

of Tac.mn, for allegedly threatening to disseminate

damaging information about Mongolia’s deputy prime

minister. Bayarmaa, who has reported on suspected

embezzlement, faces up to eight years in prison if

convicted (see AiR No. 24, June/2024, 20).

Mongolia ranks 109 out of 180 on the Reporters

Without Borders’s World Press Freedom Index,

indicating a generally respectful yet flawed media

environment with defamation laws that facilitate

arbitrary lawsuits against journalists. [VoA] [RSF]

Mongolia: Increase in foreign trade

turnover recorded for first half of year

(dql) According to data of Mongolia’s National Statistics

Office released on July 23, the country’s foreign trade
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turnover reached USD 13.3 billion in January-June,

marking a 12.2 percent increase from the previous

year.

 The trade surplus stood at USD 2.5 billion, attributed

primarily to exports of mineral products, notably coal

and copper concentrate. Mongolia traded with 148

countries during this period. [Aki Press]

North Korea: Soldiers killed by land mine

explosions in demilitarized zone

(jf) The North Korean military has caused several

casualties due to explosions while placing mines in the

northern part of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). These

mines, referred to as “leaf mines”, contain about 40

grams of explosives and are designed to resemble

leaves, making them hard to detect visually.

Concerns in Seoul have risen as military officials are

devising strategies to prevent these mines from

moving into South Korean territory, especially during

heavy rains. Some of the areas where these mines

have been placed are near shared water bodies like

the Imjin River and Yeokgok Stream, which pose a risk

of these mines being swept into South Korean areas

during rainfall. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: National Assembly speaker

proposes national referendum on

constitutional revision

(jf) On July 17, National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-

shik from the opposition Democratic Party (DP)

suggested that the parliament draft a bill to amend the

Constitution, aiming for a national referendum by

2026. He announced this proposal during a speech on

the 76th anniversary of Constitution Day, urging

President Yoon Suk Yeol to engage in discussions

about the amendment with the Assembly.

Woo emphasized the importance of the current 22nd

National Assembly's role in successfully revising the

Constitution and called for support from all parties. He

advocated for the passage of the constitutional

revision bill by the next local elections in 2026, leaving

flexibility in the extent and implementation timing of

the new Constitution.

Furthermore, Woo proposed the creation of a special

committee on constitutional amendment and
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mentioned that an advisory body directly under the

Assembly Speaker would be established soon to

facilitate discussions. He also invited President Yoon to

participate in a dialogue, suggesting that a face-to-face

meeting between the president and legislative

representatives could significantly enhance the

prospects of achieving the constitutional revision.

Previous efforts to amend the 1987 Constitution, which

limits the presidency to a single five-year term, have

not succeeded due to the divide between a strong

presidency and a divided parliament. In South Korea,

either the president or the parliament can initiate a

constitutional amendment, which must then be passed

by a two-thirds majority in the Assembly and approved

by a majority in a national referendum, with

participation from over half of the eligible voters.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Parliamentary committee

passes “yellow envelope bill”

(jf) On July 22, the parliamentary committee passed a

pro-labor bill that aims to restrict companies from

creating claims for damages against legitimate labor

union disputes.

Lawmakers from the main opposition Democratic

Party and other progressive parties use their majority

in the National Assembly to approve the revision to the

Trade Union and Labor Relations Adjustment Act,

known as the yellow envelope bill, during a plenary

session of the parliamentary environment and labor

committee.

Opposing the bill, members of the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) walked out of the meeting in protest. Last

year, the parliament passed the bill, but President

Yoon Suk Yeol vetoed it due to strong opposition from

business groups and the ruling party.

The controversy dates back to May 2009 when

unionized workers of automobile manufacturer

SsangYong Motor Co. went on strike against layoffs. In

2014, the Supreme Court declared the strike illegal and

ordered the workers to pay KRW 4.7 billion (USD 3.6

million) in compensation to the company and the state.

Civic activists then began sending yellow envelopes

with donations to support the SsangYong workers,

highlighting the need to amend the trade union law to

protect striking workers. This revision has since been

called the yellow envelope bill. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: New leader of ruling People

Power Party elected

(jf) Former interim leader of the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) Han Dong-hoon was elected as the new

party leader on July 23 at the DP’s national convention.

Han garnered 62.8 percent of the vote, significantly

ahead of runner-up former Land Minister Won Hee-

ryong, who received 18.8 percent. Five-term lawmakers

Na Kyung-won and Yoon Sang-hyun received 14.6

percent and 3.7 percent of the votes, respectively.

With Han's election, questions about the party's future

relations with President Yoon Suk Yeol have arisen.  A

former justice minister and once a close ally of

President Yoon Suk Yeol, Han has clashed with Yoon

over several politically sensitive issues leading up to

the general elections in April. These disputes include

handling allegations that First Lady Kim Keon Hee

received a luxury bag as a gift in 2022. In addition,

tensions between Han and Yoon's office resurfaced

this month over claims that Han ignored text messages

from the First Lady in January, which offered to

address the controversy regarding her alleged illegal

acceptance of the luxury bag (see article below).

In his campaign, Han pledged to "reestablish" the PPP’s

relationship with the government on a more

"horizontal" level, criticizing the party's inability to

voice reasonable critiques of government policies or

political decisions thus far.

During the convention, President Yoon, for his part,

emphasized the importance of unity between the

government and the PPP to advance major agenda

items despite opposition from the National Assembly

controlled by the Democratic Party which commands

170 seats in the 300-member Assembly. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Prosecution questions first

lady on luxury bag scandal

(jf) On July 21, prosecutors announced that they have

questioned First Lady Kim Keon Hee regarding

allegations that she received a Dior handbag and other

expensive gifts from a pastor. The Seoul Central

District Prosecutors Office confirmed that Kim was

interviewed in person at an undisclosed government

location on July 20.
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The controversy revolves around claims that Kim

unlawfully accepted a Dior handbag valued at

approximately 3 million won (USD2,175) and other

luxury gifts from Pastor Choi Jae-young in September

2022, allegedly in return for favors.

Earlier this month, Kim's aide informed prosecutors

that Kim had instructed the return of the Dior bag on

the same day it was received from Pastor Choi but

forgot to do so due to being preoccupied with other

duties. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: First-day primary for party

leadership sees resounding victory of

former head of Democratic Party

(jf) On July 20, lawmaker Lee Jae-myung, the former

leader of the main opposition Democratic Party (DP),

won a primary on Jeju Island and in the western port

city of Incheon as he seeks to secure a second term as

party leader. In June, Lee stepped down to run for

reelection because current party rules require the

party chair to resign from the leadership position to be

eligible as a candidate.

During the primary, which was the first of a 15-leg race

across the country, Lee received 90.7 percent of the

combined votes from registered party members on

Jeju Island and in Incheon. He was followed by former

Interior Minister Kim Doo-gwan with 8 percent and

another candidate, Kim Ji-soo, with 1.3 percent.

The DP plans to elect a new leader during a national

convention on August 18, taking into account the

primary results, a survey of the general public, and

online polls conducted by party representatives.

Lee is widely expected to win a second term and is

seen as a leading DP candidate in the 2027 presidential

election, despite being involved in several scandals,

including a land development scandal in Seongnam,

south of Seoul. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Minor Rebuilding Korea

Party reelects Cho Kuk as leader

(jf) Former Justice Minister Cho Kuk was reelected as

the leader of the minor Rebuilding Korea Party on July

20, according to officials.
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Cho secured his second term with 99.9 percent

approval from party members during a convention in

Suwon, south of Seoul, as he was the sole candidate

for the position.

Cho established the party in March, a month before

the general elections on April 10, and led it until earlier

this month when he stepped down to seek reelection.

Under Cho's leadership, the party won 12

parliamentary seats in the April elections. Cho had

campaigned on holding President Yoon Suk Yeol

accountable for perceived incompetence and

wrongdoings. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Prominent North Korean

defector likely to be appointed as head of

presidential advisory council on

unification

(jf) Tae Yong-ho, a former North Korean deputy

ambassador to the UK and a notable North Korean

defector, is likely to become the new head of the

presidential advisory council on unification. Tae has

completed the review process for the position of

secretary general for the Peaceful Unification Advisory

Council, and his nomination is now pending approval

from President Yoon Suk Yeol.

If confirmed, Tae will be the first North Korean

defector to hold a deputy ministerial role in the council

since its establishment in 1980.

Tae defected to South Korea in a high-profile exit in

2016. He entered politics and was elected as a

lawmaker from the affluent Gangnam district of Seoul

in 2020, representing the ruling People Power Party,

although he did not win a second term in the

parliamentary elections held in April. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Ruling PPP and opposition

DP clash ever president impeachment

petition at parliamentary hearing

(jf) On July 19, tensions escalated during the first

parliamentary committee hearing to discuss an online

petition calling for the impeachment of President Yoon

Suk Yeol. The hearing examined allegations that Yoon

had meddled in the investigation into the death of a

young Marine, identified only by the surname Chae.
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Chae was killed last year during a search mission for

victims of heavy downpours.

The session was disrupted by physical altercations and

shouting, as members of the ruling People Power Party

(PPP) held a rally outside the meeting room.

Representative Jeon Hyun-heui from the main

opposition Democratic Party (DP) reported minor

injuries to her cheeks and foot, attributing them to PPP

members and their aides who allegedly used force to

block DP lawmakers from participating in the hearing.

The Legislation and Judiciary Committee considered

the petition, which listed several reasons for Yoon's

impeachment, including accusations of Yoon's

interference in the military probe into the Marine's

death, as well as allegations involving the first lady, Kim

Keon Hee, related to accepting a luxury bag and

involvement in stock manipulation. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Ex investment firm chief

questioned over allegations of meddling

in death Marine inquiry

(jf) On July 19, the Corruption Investigation Office for

High-ranking Officials (CIO) questioned Lee Jong-ho,

the former head of Blackpearl Invest, as part of their

ongoing investigation into alleged political interference

in the military's investigation of a Marine conscript's

death. This interrogation comes amid accusations that

both the presidential office and the defense ministry

improperly influenced the Marine Corps' probe into

the conscript, surnamed Chae, who died during a risky

operation following heavy rains last year.

Further suspicions have been raised by published

mobile messages and phone conversations that

suggest illegal lobbying efforts aimed at clearing Lim

Seong-geun, who was the commander of the Marine

Corps 1st Division at the time of the incident, from any

wrongdoing in the death.

Lee is allegedly central to this lobbying, evidenced by a

recorded phone conversation from last year in which

he mentioned speaking to "the VIP" to influence the

situation, later clarifying in a news interview that he

referred to the first lady Kim Keon Hee, though he

denies having a direct connection with her.

Additionally, Lee is facing trial for alleged stock

manipulation involving Deutsch Motors Inc., a case

that also implicates the first lady. [Yonhap News

Agency]
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South Korea: Presidential office to

consider inspection of former Moon

administration over US charges of

intelligence operations

(jf) On July 18, the office of President Yoon Suk Yeol

announced that it might inspect and possibly

reprimand officials from the previous administration of

Moon Jae-in. This statement comes after Sue Mi Terry,

a distinguished foreign policy expert and former CIA

analyst, was charged by the US with acting as an

unregistered agent for the South Korean government

(see article in this edition).

Terry, who has also worked for the U.S. National

Security Council and various U.S. think tanks, faces

accusations of promoting South Korea’s policy

positions, revealing non-public information from the

U.S. government to South Korean intelligence officers,

and facilitating interactions between Seoul officials and

U.S. government representatives. Allegedly, she

received luxury handbags, costly meals, and significant

funding for her public policy program in exchange for

these activities. [Yonhap News Agency]

In response to the announcement, the Democratic

Party (DP), the main opposition, criticized the

presidential office for implying that the previous

administration under Moon Jae-in should be held

accountable for compromising South Korean

intelligence operations.

The DP accused the presidential office of “idly blaming

the former administration,” and asked whether the

Yoon administration could “really claim not to know

Sue Mi Terry at all?" The party further argued that Sue

Mi Terry had more interactions with National

Intelligence Service officers during President Yoon’s

administration than during the administrations of

Moon or Park Geun-hye. He pointed out that the

indictment lists eight instances of Terry's dealings

under Park, twelve under Moon, and twenty under

Yoon's tenure. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Government to increase cap

on public officials’ meal

(jf) On July 22, the Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights

Commission announced that it will ease restrictions on

the cost of meals provided to public officials and

related individuals.
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Currently, under the Improper Solicitation and Graft

Act, also known as the Kim Young-ran law, public

officials, journalists, and private school teachers

cannot be served meals exceeding KRW 30,000 (USD

21.61) per person. However, the state anti-corruption

agency has decided to raise this limit to 50,000 won in

response to increasing demands from small business

and restaurant owners. This adjustment aims to better

reflect current economic realities and stimulate

domestic consumption.

Both President Yoon Suk Yeol and Prime Minister Han

Duck-soo have highlighted the need for this

adjustment. This revision does not require

parliamentary approval, and the commission plans to

pre-announce the changes to the enforcement

ordinance as early as July 23. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: President Yoon promises to

make North Jeolla "bridgehead" of

country's leading industry

(jf) On July 18, President Yoon Suk Yeol committed to

transforming North Jeolla Province into a strategic hub

for South Korea's advanced industries. Speaking at a

public policy dialogue in Jeongeup, Yoon outlined his

strategy to establish a national industrial complex

focused on the hydrogen sector in Wanju and to

develop an agricultural cluster that includes Gimje and

Iksan.

Yoon declared, "I will turn North Jeolla into a

bridgehead for the Republic of Korea's cutting-edge

industries." He detailed plans for the Wanju industrial

complex, which will feature a reliability testing center

for commercial hydrogen vehicles and additional

infrastructure to support the hydrogen car ecosystem.

Further, he announced plans for Gimje and Jangsu to

establish a 24,000-pyeong leasable smart farm aimed

at aiding young entrepreneurs, create a second-stage

national food cluster to boost future food industries,

and expedite the designation of an agricultural zone.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Supreme Court upholds

same-sex couples' entitlement to spousal

health insurance.

(jf) On July 18, the Supreme Court issued a landmark

ruling in favor of a same-sex couple seeking the same
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spousal coverage from the state health insurance

program as heterosexual couples, marking the first

partial legal recognition of same-sex couples' rights.

The plaintiff, So Seong-wook, filed an administrative

lawsuit against the National Health Insurance Service

(NHIS) in February 2021 after the agency required him

to pay insurance premiums, deeming him ineligible as

a dependent of his male spouse. Initially, the NHIS had

granted him coverage under his partner's employer-

based health insurance in February 2020 but later

reversed the decision due to their same-sex marriage,

according to So. So further argued that this reversal

was discriminatory since the NHIS provides spousal

coverage to common-law partners. South Korea does

not legally recognize same-sex marriages.

While the district court dismissed So's lawsuit, the

higher court overturned this decision, ruling that

withdrawing So's spousal insurance coverage

constituted discrimination based on sexual orientation.

The Supreme Court stated that: “It consists of an act of

discrimination that violates the dignity and values of a

human being, the right to pursue happiness, the right

to privacy and the right to be treated equally before

the law,” and that “A same-sex partner should be

recognized as a dependant in case they are reliant on

their employed partner for their livelihood and do not

possess the ability to pay the insurance fee

themselves.”

However, the top Court did not recognize same-sex

marriage in this ruling. It noted that defining "spouse"

under civil and family law should be discussed

separately from this case, indicating that even without

recognizing same-sex marriage, the legal rights of

same-sex couples in the social security system, such as

health insurance, can be evaluated similarly to

common-law marriages. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Military and foreign

ministries sign memorandum on

improving Koreans' safety abroad

(jf) On July 22, South Korea’s foreign and defense

ministries concluded a memorandum of

understanding (MOU) to improve the safety and

protection of Koreans living abroad, according to

officials.

The MOU outlines practical cooperation measures,

including the establishment of a hotline between the

two ministries.
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Signed by Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yong and Defense

Minister Shin Won-sik, the agreement marks a

significant step in formalizing the cooperation between

the two ministries responsible for safeguarding the

daily lives of Korean citizens overseas, the foreign

ministry stated. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Air Force completes

implementation of new radar guidance

system

(jf) On July 19, the Defense Acquisition Program

Administration (DAPA) announced that the Air Force

has implemented a new domestically developed radar

guidance system, replacing older foreign equipment

that has been in use for over 30 years. This new

precision approach radar system has been installed at

Air Force fighter wings following evaluations of its

operational capabilities.

Initiated in 2012, the project to develop this radar

guidance system was valued at 20 billion won

(approximately USD 14 million). The system, which aids

aircraft in their approach to runways, was developed

using local technology in collaboration with the South

Korean defense company LIG Nex1. [Yonhap News

Agency]

Taiwan: President Lai emphasizes

democratic values at ruling party’s

national congress

(jp) President Lai Ching-te highlighted the importance

of democracy for Taiwan during his address at the

Democratic Progressive Party's (DPP) national congress

in Taipei on July 21.

Speaking in Taiwanese Hokkien, Lai, who doubles as

DPP chairman, outlined three key goals for the party.

First, he emphasized the need to establish a national

identity rooted in Taiwan’s subjectivity, advocating for

unity among the 23 million people in Taiwan, opposing

annexation, and upholding the country’s sovereignty.

Second, Lai stressed the importance of strengthening

the democratic constitutional system. He called for

protection against power concentration, upholding

constitutional principles, and advancing reforms such

as lowering the voting age to 18 and combating

election bribery and unfair practices.
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Third, Lai underscored the need to safeguard human

rights and freedoms. He highlighted the importance of

protecting freedom of speech from misinformation,

ensuring social justice through judicial reforms, and

defending the people's right to residence. He also

called for greater equality and an open government to

enhance civilian participation in political decisions.

Lai warned against the risks of failing democratic

politics and emphasized the party’s role in preventing

Taiwan from facing existential threats. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court halts

amendments expanding legislative

investigative powers

(jp) On July 19, Taiwan's Constitutional Court issued an

injunction to halt the enforcement of contentious

amendments that were passed in late May by

opposition lawmakers, which had expanded the

investigative powers of the Legislative Yuan. This

decision followed a preparatory hearing on July 10 and

required the approval of over half of the court's 15

justices. Thirteen justices fully supported the ruling,

while two had differing opinions on blocking certain

revisions.

The amendments to the Law Governing the Legislative

Yuan's Power, which opposition parties consisting of

the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, KMT) and

Taiwan People's Party (TPP) claimed would strengthen

the Legislature's oversight of the executive branch,

were passed on May 28, signed into law on June 24,

and took effect on June 26 (see AiR No. 23, June/2024,

1). The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

caucus, the Cabinet, President Lai Ching-te, and the

Control Yuan sought an injunction and petitioned the

Constitutional Court to rule on the amendments'

constitutionality, arguing they might be

unconstitutional (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

The injunction covers most of the amendments,

including Article 15-4, which requires the president to

respond to lawmakers' questions after delivering a

state of the nation address, and Article 25, which

prohibits officials from "reverse questioning." Reverse

questioning refers to a practice where officials, instead

of answering lawmakers' questions, respond by

questioning the lawmakers, often to deflect from

providing direct answers.

It also blocks amendments that strengthen the

Legislature's investigative powers, allowing

investigative committees to request information from
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military and private entities, and adds a new offense,

"Contempt of the Legislature," to the Criminal Code.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Parliament passes basic act

governing “new residents”

(jp) The Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament, has

enacted a new law aimed at assisting new residents in

Taiwan. The legislation, passed on July 16, mandates

the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) to establish a "third-

level" administrative agency dedicated to addressing

the challenges faced by new residents, including care,

education, employment, and empowerment.

The law defines new residents as foreign nationals,

stateless persons, and individuals from China, Hong

Kong, or Macau who are permitted to reside in Taiwan,

including dependents, long-term residents, and those

married to Taiwanese nationals. It also covers their

children and foreign nationals residing in Taiwan

through professional and investment immigration

schemes.

The MOI is tasked with implementing the law and

establishing a third-level administrative agency. This

agency, one level below a ministry, is focused

specifically on the care, education, employment, and

empowerment of new immigrants. While the ministry

sets broad policies, this specialized agency provides

targeted services, such as health and social support,

educational programs, job assistance, and initiatives to

help immigrants integrate and become active

community members.

The government is required to offer multilingual

services and language resources to eliminate barriers

and support employment services for new residents.

Additionally, local governments must establish "New

Immigrant Family Service Centers" to provide family,

marriage, and parenting counseling, as well as

psychological and legal consultation referrals. [Focus

Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Legislature raises penalties for

abuse of children under seven years

(jp) On July 16, the legislature passed an amendment

to the Criminal Code to increase penalties by up to half

for those convicted of abusing children under seven or

engaging in acts that harm their physical or mental
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health or development, or cause death or serious

injury. The amendment adds a provision to Article 286

of the Criminal Code.

Currently, the article mandates imprisonment of six

months to five years for mistreating a minor under 18

or impairing their health or development. Offenses

resulting in the death of a child under 18 lead to life

imprisonment or a minimum of ten years, while

serious physical injury results in five to 12 years in

prison.

The new provision addresses the need for harsher

penalties for crimes against children under seven, who

are particularly vulnerable. Statistics from district

prosecutors' offices show that over half of the victims

in such cases in the past three years were under seven,

highlighting the importance of the amendment. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Control Yuan addresses media

coverage concerns in minor sexual abuse

cases

(jp) The Control Yuan, the supervisory and auditory

branch of Taiwan’s government, has expressed

concerns over the adequacy of media coverage in

cases of sexual abuse involving minors. On July 17,

Control Yuan members Yeh Ta-hua, Tien Chiu-chin, and

Chi Hui-jung emphasized that Article 69 of the

Protection of Children and Youths Welfare and Rights

Act aims to protect the identities of minor abuse

victims and prevent secondary victimization, not to

shield perpetrators

Paragraph four of the article allows authorities to

disclose information if necessary for the best interests

of children and youth, enabling media reporting on

those involved in criminal cases to prevent further

abuse.

This statement follows the case of Mao Chun-shen, a

Taipei preschool teacher indicted in August 2023 for

molesting six children, with additional investigations

into at least 20 more allegations. Despite complaints

from June 2022, Mao continued teaching until his July

2023 detention. The Control Yuan’s statement was the

first official disclosure of Mao's and the preschool’s

names. The delay in his detention raised concerns

among parents and NGOs about whether earlier media

reporting could have prevented further abuse.

In response, the Control Yuan received a petition from

the victims' parents at the beginning of the year and
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initiated an investigation into whether the Taipei City

Government and the Taipei District Prosecutors Office

fulfilled their monitoring and investigative duties in

2022. The investigation found that the city's Education

Department banned Mao from teaching in Taiwan and

listed him on a debarred teachers' site in September

2023, while revoking the preschool's license on

October 1, 2023. However, the March 2024 press

statement did not disclose Mao’s or the preschool’s

names, leading to confusion that regulations protect

perpetrators.

The Control Yuan stated that they would continue to

monitor the case and work towards clarifying a

standard for disclosing information about minor abuse

cases that both central and local governments and the

media can follow. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cabinet approves draft of "Sites

of Injustice Preservation Act"

(jp) On July 18, the Cabinet approved the draft "Sites of

Injustice Preservation Act," outlining the purpose,

approval procedures, and preservation methods for

sites where human rights violations occurred under

authoritarian rule.

This act aims to maintain these locations due to their

historical and educational significance in transitional

justice. The act introduces strict penalties for damaging

structures or relics at these sites, ranging from six

months to five years in prison and fines between TWD

500,000 and TWD 20 million (USD 15,233 and USD

612,467). The act further proposes various

preservation methods, including historical markers,

digital reconstruction, periodic or on-request openings,

and commemorative events. Priority is given to

restoring or reconstructing original structures if they

exist.

Deputy Minister of Culture Wang Shi-si highlighted that

the Ministry of Culture will handle investigation and

review procedures. A review committee will be formed

for major decisions, ensuring thorough and fair

evaluations. Public land or building management

agencies are required to draft preservation plans

within two years of the announcement, with

extensions available if needed. For private sites, the act

emphasizes respecting owners' wishes and minimizing

property rights infringements. It also offers incentives

or subsidies to encourage preservation efforts.

Before the dissolution of the Transitional Justice

Commission in 2022, 42 public injustice sites were
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approved. The remaining 64 are expected to be

announced by 2026, with the Ministry of Culture

completing preliminary reviews for 11 sites by June.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Premier Cho Jung-tai establishes

task force to boost economic

development

(jp) On July 17 in a press conference in Taipei, Premier

Cho Jung-tai announced the formation of an Economic

Development Commission under the Executive Yuan,

Taiwan’s Cabinet, aiming to tackle various economic

issues and enhance Taiwan’s economic growth. Cho

outlined the task force's responsibilities, including

promoting innovation, revising taxation rules,

increasing salary levels, and funding social housing

projects. The new task force will hold its inaugural

meeting on July 18, focusing on strategies to attract

overseas investors and skilled workers. 

The commission, led by Cho, includes Vice Premier

Cheng Li-chiun, Executive Yuan Secretary-General Kung

Ming-hsin, and National Development Council head

Paul Liu, among other ministerial heads. The

commission will convene quarterly to set achievable

goals, outline steps, and establish timelines for

relevant government agencies. Prominent business

executives, such as Hon Hai Technology Group

Chairman Young Liu, Taiwan Mobile Co. President

Jamie Lin, and General Chamber of Commerce of the

Republic of China Chairman Paul Hsu, will serve as

consultants to guide the commission’s efforts.

The establishment of this commission comes amid

volatile global economic and geopolitical conditions,

emphasized by Secretary-General Kung Ming-hsin.

Despite a positive economic outlook, with a projected

GDP growth of 3.94 percent in 2024, Kung stressed the

need for caution. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: National Development Council to

issue initiative to attract “digital nomads”

(jp) Taiwan is considering embracing “digital nomads”

with a new initiative aimed at attracting and retaining

international talent. Digital nomads are those who

have digital abilities to work remotely. The National

Development Council (NDC) announced plans to

collaborate with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

on issuing special visas for digital nomads. NDC
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Minister Paul Liu highlighted that digital nomads could

significantly benefit Taiwan's economy as tourists and

consumers. He expressed optimism that some might

choose to stay long-term, potentially bolstering local

enterprises.

The NDC plans to collaborate with the MOFA to update

visa regulations, specifically expanding Taiwan's

longest-stay Visitor Visa to include digital nomads,

allowing them to work remotely in Taiwan for up to 6

months. The NDC is also discussing measures with

other agencies to support foreign workers staying

longer than 6 months and encouraging local

governments to propose their own initiatives.  [Focus

Taiwan]

Additionally, the NDC plans to revise regulations under

the Act for the Recruitment and Employment of

Foreign Professionals to make it easier for foreign

talent to obtain permanent residency. The proposed

bill, inspired by Japan's "global elite visa," would grant

permanent residence to foreign professionals with an

annual salary of at least TWD 6 million (USD 184,021)

after one year in Taiwan.

The initiative aims to attract 120,000 foreign talents to

Taiwan by 2028, including 60,000 international

professionals, 50,000 foreign and overseas compatriot

students, and 10,000 digital nomads. [Focus Taiwan]

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Taipei Councilor indicted for

corruption in fraudulent contract scheme

(jp) Taipei City Councilor Chen Chung-wen was indicted

on July 19 for corruption, accused of fraudulently

obtaining TWD 3.21 million (USD 97,962) from a

government contract. The Taipei District Prosecutors

Office charged Chen, who represents Taipei's Shilin

and Beitou districts for the opposition Kuomintang,

with violating the Anti-Corruption Act following several

months of investigation.

The case involves the Taiwan Intelligent Fiber Optic

Network Consortium (Taifo), which secured a 25-year

contract by the Taipei City government in 2011 to build

a fiber optic network in Taipei as part of a smart city

project, when Hau Lung-bin of the main opposition

party, the Kuomintang (KMT) was mayor from 2006 to

2014. Recognizing the potential profits from Taifo's

relationship with the city government, Chen and his

associate Kang Li-chi established a new company in

2023 with Kang as the named director while Chen was

the actual boss.
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Chen reportedly pressured the Taipei Department of

Social Welfare from April to June of 2023 to award a

contract for installing cloud-based surveillance systems

at public nursing care centers to Taifo. Once Taifo

secured the contract, it subcontracted the project to

Kang, who further subcontracted it to Vqorder Co., a

new Taipei-based company registered under his name.

This arrangement allowed each party to take a share of

the contract money, with Chen allegedly making TWD

3.21 million (USD 97,962) in illegal gains. [Focus

Taiwan] [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: Investment company head and

151 associates indicted for illegal offshore

fund sales

(jp) On July 18, the head of a Taiwan-based investment

company and 151 others have been indicted by the

Taipei District Prosecutors’ Office for violations

including illegal sales of offshore funds. The indictment

follows an investigation into the company's practices,

which led to allegations of defrauding over TWD 13

billion (USD 397.19 million) from more than 800

investors.

According to prosecutors, the company’s head,

surnamed Tseng, founded the company in May 2010

and recruited a team of 11 high-level executives, later

expanding to include an additional 140 employees in

various managerial and sales roles. The company

allegedly marketed and sold offshore financial

products without approval from Taiwan's Financial

Supervisory Commission (FSC), promising annual

returns of 8 to 15 percent with minimal risk.

Investors were instructed to open accounts in Hong

Kong and transfer funds to purchase the offshore

products, which were then tracked via account

statements or a company website. The scheme

continued until February of 2023, when investors

discovered they could not redeem their principal or

interest, resulting in significant financial losses.

Tseng and his associates face charges under multiple

laws, including the Organized Crime Prevention Act,

the Securities Investment Trust and Consulting Act,

and the Banking Act. Three additional suspects have

fled and are currently wanted, and a court request has

been made to seize around TWD 1.3 billion (USD 39

million) in assets. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Cabinet plans to raise TWD 3

trillion for infrastructure projects

(jp) On July 18, Premier Cho Jung-tai announced that

the Cabinet aims to raise at least TWD 3 trillion (USD

91.98 billion) to fund public infrastructure projects. The

goal is to attract TWD 3-4 trillion in both domestic and

international capital for major infrastructure initiatives

and key industry development in Taiwan.

To facilitate this, the Cabinet will establish a platform

to coordinate efforts across various government

agencies. Paul Liu, head of the National Development

Council, noted that Taiwan’s insurance companies,

which hold approximately TWD 22 trillion (USD 670.53

billion) in capital overseas, could provide a significant

portion of this funding. Currently, about TWD 3.27

trillion (USD 99.63 billion) could potentially be

redirected to Taiwan.

The newly established Economic Development

Commission will oversee this initiative. The

commission, led by Cho and including Vice Premier

Cheng Li-chiun and other ministerial heads, will also

address issues related to relaxing financial regulations

and foreign talent recruitment. Liu mentioned that the

government is particularly interested in attracting

foreign professionals with digital skills to support

Taiwan’s economic development. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: First domestically built

submarine prototype undocked, set to

undergo final tests

(jp) On July 15, Taiwan's first domestically built

submarine prototype “Narwhal” was undocked in

Kaohsiung. It is set to undergo its final harbor

acceptance tests (HAT), which primarily focuses on

equipment system integration.

After completing these tests, the submarine will

proceed to sea acceptance tests (SAT). Narwhal was

launched in Kaohsiung last September in a ceremony

led by then-President Tsai Ing-wen. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: 2024 Han Kuang exercise

launched with combat capabilities

preservation drills

(jp) The live-fire component of Taiwan's largest-ever

annual military drills, the Han Kuang exercises,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-kd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-kh/


commenced on July 23 with a focus on evaluating the

military's ability to sustain and maintain combat

readiness in the event of a full-scale Chinese invasion.

The 40th edition of the exercises began at 6 a.m.

following the Ministry of National Defense's (MND)

announcement of the five-day, around-the-clock drills.

[Focus Taiwan]

During the drills, Air Force fighter jets initially stationed

in western Taiwan were dispatched to eastern Hualien

and Taitung air bases to simulate an invasion and

assess their ability to maintain combat readiness in the

eastern region. Additionally, Taiwan's major naval

vessels departed from their home ports to position

themselves at specified coastal locations in readiness

for potential enemy engagement, while naval mines

were placed to hinder the invasion. Taiwanese

reservists have also reported to designated locations

around the country to prepare for national defense.

[Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Supreme Court scales back

contentious quota system following

deadly protests

(sg/lm) Huge protests across Bangladesh escalated into

deadly violence last week with clashes between

students, pro-government supporters and armed

police fueling widespread anger over civil service job

quotas opponents say are discriminatory. More than

160 people have reportedly been killed and hundreds
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more injured in the violence, which has seen riot police

use tear gas and rubber bullets against protesters and

crowds of demonstrators armed with sticks filling the

streets and university campuses in the capital Dhaka

and other cities.

Backgrounder on the quota system

Demonstrations started weeks ago after the

government under Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said it

would reinstate a quota system for well-paid and

secure government jobs, reserving more than half for

specific groups. This included 30 percent for

descendants of "freedom fighters" who fought for

Bangladesh's independence from Pakistan in 1971. It

was seen as favoring supporters of long-serving Prime

Minister Hasina and her ruling Awami League, a claim

the party has denied. AiR No. 29, July/2024, 3]

In 2018, the quota system was scrapped following

similar protests but in June the High Court reinstated

it, ruling its removal was unconstitutional. On July 10,

the Supreme Court suspended the quotas for one

month while it took up the case. [CNN]

TV, internet blackout as deadly protests spike

The violence peaked on July 18, with protesters

storming and setting on fire the headquarters of the

state-run Bangladesh Television. In a separate incident,

at least four protesters were killed and over 1,000

injured during clashes between demonstrators and the

Rapid Action Batallón (RAB). Similar clashes could be

observed all over the country. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

[Dhaka Tribune 2] [UNB 1]

Against this backdrop, on July 19, internet, mobile

phone, and TV broadcast services were cut off in

Bangladesh after days of violent protests, which at the

time had already resulted in at least 28 deaths,

according to local media. [France24]

Supreme Court ruling scraps most quotas

Following a week of deadly protests, the Supreme

Court on July 21 advised significantly scaling back the

quota system for civil service jobs. The apex court’s

recommendation mandates that 93 percent of

government job appointments be based on merit, with

5 percent for descendants of freedom fighters and 2

percent for people from ethnic minorities or those with

disabilities. Despite this ruling, the court allowed the

government to alter the quota ratio, leading to

continued dissatisfaction among protesters. [Deutsche

Welle] [Reuters 1]
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Ruling Awami League blames main opposition BNP,

Islamist Jamaat party for violence

Speaking under the impression of the massive

violence, Awami League General Secretary and Road

Transport and Bridges Minister, Obaidul Quader,

accused cadres of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) and the Islamist Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami of

engaging in widespread terrorist activities with the aim

of overthrowing the government. [UNB 2]

Using a similar language, Prime Minister Hasina

blamed her political opponents for the deadly violence,

asserting that the curfew imposed to control the

situation would be lifted once conditions improved.

Hasina also criticized the protesting students for

denying their involvement in the arson and violence,

suggesting that the unrest was orchestrated by her

political rivals. [Reuters 2]

By contrast, the BNP has accused the Awami League of

creating a ‘reign of terror’ across the nation. BNP

Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir said

that the government forces in order to stop the protest

had further resorted to shooting, terrorism, and

repression at Dhaka University and various educational

institutions in Dhaka, Chattogram, Bogura, Rangpur,

Barishal, and other cities and districts, which has led to

the death of several students. [UNB 3]

Bangladesh: Central bank to implement

tight monetary policy to cut inflation to

6.5 percent

(sg) Bangladesh’s central bank, the Bangladesh Bank,

has announced a tight monetary policy for the first half

of FY 2024-25, aiming to reduce inflation to 6.5

percent. All policy interest rates and exchange rates

will remain unchanged. Furthermore, the interest rate

for loans will not increase, and import restrictions have

been relaxed to boost economic activities. Additionally,

the central bank will not increase the currency supply

by printing new money, with a target to reduce reserve

money growth from 7.9 percent in June to 2 percent in

December. [UNB]

Bangladesh: Government seeks local,

foreign investments in extracting marine

resources
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(sg) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called for both

foreign and local investment to harness marine

resources from Bangladesh's vast sea areas. Speaking

at the inauguration of the Bangladesh International

Aquaculture and Seafood Show-2024 in Dhaka, she

emphasized the need to strengthen the blue economy

by utilizing sea resources in multiple ways. Hasina

urged investors to engage in the extraction of marine

resources, noting that the government has done little

in this area due to a lack of local interest. She also

stressed the importance of maintaining standards in

fish collection, distribution, and processing to boost

exports, aiming to make fish the second largest foreign

currency earning sector for the country. [The Financial

Express]

Bangladesh: Economy loses more than

USD 550 million daily amid political

unrest, experts warn

(sg) The violent student protests over quota reforms

have further deteriorated Bangladesh’s financial

situation, as the country’s economy is reportedly losing

approximately BDT 65 billion (USD 552 million) daily,

according to economists and business leaders. Factors

contributing to the economic strain include high

inflation, elevated interest rates, a shortage of US

dollars, a high ratio of non-performing loans, and

external debt repayment pressures. [The Financial

Express]

Bhutan: 13th Five-Year-Plan launched

with strong international support and

prime minister’s pledge

(gs) Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay unveiled Bhutan's

13th Five-Year Plan in Thimphu on July 19, emphasizing

the need for meticulous oversight.

The total budget for the 13th Plan is BTN 512.28 billion

(USD 6.15 billion), a 63 percent increase from the 12th

Plan. International support includes BTN 85 billion

(USD 1.02 billion) from India and BTN 15 billion (USD

180 million) under the economic stimulus program,

with additional backing from the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the United Nations.

The 13th Plan focuses on economic development,

infrastructure, digitization, access to electricity, and

agricultural advancement, aiming to transition from

subsistence to commercial farming. The plan also
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stresses the importance of supporting the private

sector, easing business regulations, attracting foreign

direct investments, and boosting tourism. Additionally,

the plan prioritizes community development,

education quality, and healthcare services. [Kuensel 1]

It is worth noting that the government has earmarked

an unprecedented BTN 4.58 billion (USD 54.96 million)

for cultural development in the 13th Five-Year Plan,

marking a 55 percent increase from the previous plan.

This funding will be primarily managed by two key

institutions: the Department of Culture and Dzongkha

Development (DCDD) and the Dratshang Lhentshog,

the Commission for Monastic Affairs.

Major projects include the construction of a traditional

fortress, the establishment of the Royal Institute for

Performing Arts, and the building of Buddhist temples.

While the increase in funding has been welcomed, it

has also sparked debates among local leaders about

equitable distribution across Bhutan's 20 districts.

[Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Parliamentary opposition

emphasizes maturity over constant

opposition

(ps) Addressing the perception of their silence on

government decisions, opposition leader Pema

Chewang clarified that the opposition's role is to

ensure effective governance, not to oppose every

decision. At a press conference, he stated that the

party supports the government when policies benefit

the nation and people, indicating that their silence

reflects maturity.

The opposition focuses on broader national issues

rather than specific constituency concerns. They plan

to follow up on government promises after one year.

Highlighting that 80 percent of electoral pledges were

similar between the government and opposition, they

raised various issues during Parliament sessions, such

as contract employee regularization, airport

construction, rural life insurance, and reducing loan

interest rates.[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Supreme Court upholds dismissal

of electric taxi operators' appeal against

dealer
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(ps) The Supreme Court of Bhutan recently dismissed

the appeal case filed by 35 Neta V electric vehicle taxi

operators against their dealer, Kuenphen Motors,

upholding the lower courts' decisions. The taxi

operators were dissatisfied with the High Court's

decision, which supported the Thimphu District Court's

ruling that Kuenphen Motors was not liable for

compensation and ordered the taxi operators to pay

the appeal costs of BTN 3,750 (USD 45).

The dispute began when 40 Neta V taxi operators

accused Kuenphen Motors of delivering a variant of

the Neta V with a 384km mileage capacity instead of

the advertised 401km and charging additional fees

beyond the pre-booking price. Similarly, 15 MG ZS taxi

operators complained that their vehicles did not meet

the advertised 419km mileage and were delivered with

missing parts. The CCAA initially ordered Kuenphen

Motors to pay BTN 30,000 (USD 360) to the aggrieved

customers.

The Thimphu District Court ruled that both parties

were equally at fault for not reporting issues promptly

and dismissed the pricing complaint. Kuenphen

Motors argued that they had conducted awareness

programs on electric vehicles, which was supported by

UNDP Bhutan and PMO's EV project officials. This

defense was upheld by the Supreme Court, leading to

the dismissal of the appeal. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Opposition calls for inclusion of

Kuri-Gongri-Sherichhu bypass in 13th Five-

Year Plan

(gs) In a recent development, Bhutan's opposition

Bhutan Tendrel Party is rallying for the inclusion of a

new road project in the 13th Five-Year Plan. This 52-

kilometer bypass is expected to significantly reduce

travel time between Trashi Yangtse, Trashigang,

Monggar, and Pema Gatshel. During a press

conference, opposition leader Pema Chewang

highlighted the importance of the bypass, especially if

the Kuri-Gongri Hydro-Electric Project proceeds, as the

current road would be submerged, causing

inconvenience.

In the recent Parliament session, MPs questioned the

government's plans for the bypass, and discussions

have been held with the prime minister and other

ministers. The previous government had planned the

bypass, with a Detailed Project Report (DPR) costing

over BTN 21 million (USD 252,000) already completed.

Abandoning the project would waste these resources.
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The Infrastructure and Transport Minister

acknowledged the DPR's role in ensuring project

viability and effective management but noted that the

projected construction cost of BTN 5 billion (USD 60

million) outweighs the benefits. Despite this, the

government is exploring alternatives to construct the

bypass soon. [BBS]

Bhutan: King appoints chief executive

officer for Paro district, four district

judges

(gs) Bhutan’s king recently appointed a new chief

executive officer (Dzongdag) for the Paro district

(dzongkhag) and four new judges (Drangpons) at a

ceremony held at the Tashichhodzong. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Local leaders call for stronger

enforcement of Dzongkha usage in

government

(gs) Local government leaders in Bhutan have called

for stricter enforcement of the prime minister’s

executive order mandating that all government

meetings and official correspondences be conducted

in Dzongkha, the national language of Bhuta. This issue

was raised during the 13th Five-Year-Plan coordination

meeting in Thimphu on July 17.

Home Minister Tshering acknowledged the current

status of Dzongkha is not promising but assured that

efforts would be made to fully implement the prime

minister’s order. The DCDD has allocated BTN 20

million (USD 240,000) in the 13th Plan to develop

digital Dzongkha literary resources.

Local leaders also emphasized the role of parents in

teaching Dzongkha at home, noting that educated

parents often communicate in English with their

children. Suggestions to address these issues included

increasing the number of Dzongkha subjects in

schools, introducing basic grammar lessons from lower

grades, and making Dzongkha teaching sessions more

engaging and interactive. [Kuensel]

India: Central government order allows

employees to associate with right-wing

RSS
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(lm) India’s central government, led by the Hindu-

nationalist BJP, has removed a 58-year-old ban on

government servants associating with the right-wing

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), through a new

office memorandum. The 1966 memorandum

prohibited government servants from associating with

the RSS and Jamaat-e-Islami, citing that participation in

their activities would attract disciplinary action under

the Central Civil Services Conduct Rules. [The Hindu 1]

Founded in 1925, the RSS is a Hindu nationalist

organization that serves as the parent organization of

a large number of Hindu nationalist groups collectively

known as the Sangh Parivar (family of organizations).

The RSS promotes the idea of Hindutva, which is the

essence of being Hindu, and aims to unite the Hindu

community and instill a sense of national pride and

cultural unity. The BJP, led by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, was formed in 1980 as the political wing of the

RSS, although both organizations maintain that they

are independent entities.

Previously, BJP-ruled states like Madhya Pradesh and

Haryana had removed similar restrictions. In states like

Assam, Rajasthan, and Jammu and Kashmir,

government employees are generally prohibited from

associating with political organizations, including the

RSS. [The Indian Express]

It is worth noting that the order lifting the 58-year-old

ban is viewed as a potential reconciliation between the

BJP and RSS as it comes after recent tensions between

the two organizations. This includes in particular the

inclusion of a faction of the Nationalist Congress Party

(NCP) in the BJP-led ruling alliance in Maharashtra state

and remarks by BJP president J.P. Nadda about the

BJP's self-sufficiency in handling elections. [The Hindu

2]

India: Supreme Court agrees to examine

constitutional provisions granting

immunity to governors

(lm) India's Supreme Court has agreed to examine

Article 361 of the Constitution, which provides

governors with immunity from criminal prosecution.

This decision came in response to a plea from a

contractual female employee alleging molestation by

West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose. A bench led

by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud issued a notice to

the West Bengal government and sought input from

Attorney General R. Venkataramani. The petitioner

requested judicial scrutiny of Article 361 and the

establishment of guidelines for governors' immunity,
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noting that Article 361 is an exception to Article 14

(right to equality). The court also asked the petitioner

to include the central government as a party to her

plea. [The Hindu]

India: CBI charges BRS leader K Kavitha in

Delhi excise policy case

(wh) India’s Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has

charged Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) party leader K

Kavitha with manipulating the Delhi excise policy,

involving illegal financial transactions amounting to

roughly USD 875,500. The charge sheet, filed in the

Delhi excise policy case, details her alleged role in the

transfer of money to Goa through the Hawala Channel,

alongside co-accused Abhishek Bonipally and PA Ashok

Kaushik.

Kavitha, who is currently in judicial custody, has denied

the charges, claiming political motivations behind her

arrest and pointing out procedural flaws in her

detention. The case continues to develop as further

hearings are scheduled to scrutinize the documents

involved. [NDTV]

India: Supreme Court begins hearing

petitions pertaining to NEET-UG scandal

(wh/lm) India’s Supreme Court began hearing over 40

petitions on July 18 concerning a scandal centering

around the National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test

(Undergraduate) (NEET-UG), whose score decides who

gets admitted to medical colleges. The Court is

addressing multiple petitions alleging irregularities and

malpractices in the NEET-UG 2024 exam, including a

paper leak.

The exam, overseen by the education ministry, has

seen fierce opposition and protests since its inception,

but snowballed into a particularly huge scandal this

year after thousands of students got abnormally high

marks when results were declared - making it hard for

even high scorers to get seats in good colleges. Since

then, a host of problems have been raised with the

way the exam was held, and allegations of paper leaks

and large-scale cheating have left many students

dejected. Protesters have demanded a retest and two

states - Tamil Nadu and West Bengal - have asked that

the exam be scrapped and the old system of states

conducting their own tests be brought back.
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Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court has

previously directed the National Testing Agency (NTA)

to publish anonymized, center- and city-wise results to

check for anomalies. The data revealed that 22 percent

of candidates from a center in Haryana state scored

over 600 marks, raising suspicions of cheating. Earlier,

the court acknowledged paper leaks in Bihar state

which are under CBI investigation.

On July 18, the Supreme Court stated that a re-

examination will only be considered if it is proven that

the exam's integrity was compromised on a large scale.

The bench emphasized the "social ramifications" of the

case and requested that petitioners demonstrate that

the paper leak was "systemic" and impacted the entire

examination, thus justifying its cancellation. [NDTV]

The apex court also directed the Director of IIT Delhi to

form a panel of three experts to review a contentious

question from the NEET-UG 2024 physics paper, which

purportedly has multiple correct answers. The panel's

findings will impact the total marks of over 400,000

candidates, including 44 students who scored

perfectly. [The Hindu]

India: UPSC Chairperson Manoj Soni

resigns five years before term ends

(lm) Manoj Soni, the Chairperson of India's Union

Public Service Commission (UPSC), has resigned for

personal reasons, nearly five years before his term was

set to end in 2029. Soni, who became UPSC

Chairperson in May last year, submitted his resignation

about a month ago. Sources confirmed that his

resignation is unrelated to the ongoing controversy

involving civil services examinations and the issue of

candidates securing employment with fake certificates.

Known for his close association with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, Soni was appointed as the youngest

Vice-Chancellor of MS University in Vadodara in 2005.

Before his UPSC role, he served as Vice-Chancellor of

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University for two

terms until 2015.

The government has yet to announce Soni's successor.

The UPSC, a constitutional body, conducts several

examinations, including the prestigious civil services

examinations, and recommends candidates for various

key government services. [The Hindu 1]

Following Manoj Soni's resignation, opposition parties

have criticized the government for its silence on the

issue. The main opposition Indian National Congress
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(INC) has alleged that Soni was "nudged out" due to

the controversy involving forged identity papers and

disability certificates. The INC accused the ruling BJP

and its umbrella organization, the Hindu-nationalist

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), of undermining

India's constitutional bodies and compromising their

integrity and autonomy. [The Hindu 2]

Plea in Supreme Court seeks direction to

central, state governments to eradicate

superstition, sorcery

(lm) A plea has been filed in India's Supreme Court

seeking directives for the central and state

governments to take effective measures to eradicate

superstition, sorcery, and related practices. The

petition also requests steps to foster scientific temper,

humanism, and a spirit of inquiry among citizens, in

line with Article 51A of the Constitution, which outlines

fundamental duties. It seeks a writ or order under

Article 32 to ensure the protection of fundamental

rights guaranteed under Articles 14, 21, and 25 of the

Constitution.

Additionally, the plea suggests the formation of an

expert committee to explore the feasibility of

criminalizing superstition and sorcery by incorporating

relevant provisions into the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

(BNS) and the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

(BNSS), India's new Penal Code and Code of Criminal

Procedure, respectively. [The Hindu]

India: Former Odisha chief minister

Patnaik forms 'shadow cabinet' to

monitor BJP government

(wh) Weeks after the defeat of his Biju Janata Dal (BJD)

party in state assembly and central parliamentary

elections, party president and former Odisha chief

inister Naveen Patnaik is intensifying his efforts against

the now-ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government

led by Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi.

Prior to the start of the first assembly session under

the new government on July 22, Patnaik, now the

leader of opposition, formed a "shadow cabinet"

comprising 50 party MLAs to monitor and scrutinize

the BJP-led government in the state. The session will

run until September 13 in two phases, with Patnaik

signaling the BJD's active engagement and readiness to
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challenge the BJP in the legislature. [The Indian

Express]

India: BJP-governed states extend CBI

jurisdiction to include private persons

(wh) The Indian states of Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and

Goa – all governed by Prime Minister Modi’s Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) – have broadened the powers of the

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), allowing it to

investigate not only government officials but also

private individuals. This change is part of a nationwide

effort to create a uniform legal framework for the CBI's

operations following new criminal laws introduced on

July 1. Notifications formalizing this expanded

jurisdiction were issued by the respective state

governments throughout July. [The Indian Express]

India: Assam state cabinet approves bill to

abolish Muslim marriages, divorce Aat

(lm) The cabinet of India's northeastern Assam state

has approved a bill to abolish the Assam Muslim

Marriages and Divorce Registration Act and Rules of

1935, which permitted underage marriages under

specific conditions. Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma stated that this repeal aims to bring parity in

the registration of marriage and divorce and is a

significant step against child marriage. The Repealing

Bill 2024 will be presented in the upcoming monsoon

session of the Assembly, which is set to start on July 31.

The decision has faced criticism from opposition

parties, who termed it discriminatory against Muslims

and an attempt to polarize voters. As of 2024, Assam

has an estimated total population of approximately

35.97 million people. Among them, the Muslim

population is around 10.68 million, making up about

34.22 percent of the state's total population.

Additionally, the cabinet decided to reduce VAT on

Compressed Natural Gas to 5 percent, allocated funds

for the development of Bodoland Territorial Council

(BTC) areas, approved financial support for key

healthcare initiatives, and mandated monthly visits by

ministers to the Barak Valley. Financial approvals

included IND 20 million (USD 240,000) for the Assam

Cancer Care Foundation and IND 37.5 million (USD

450,000) for the Mukhya Mantri Ayushman Asom

Yojana (MMAAY), which provides cashless medical
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benefits up to IND 500,000 (USD 6,000) per year for 3.6

million families. [The Hindu]

India: Minister Patel flags 'illegal' toll

collections on Mirzapur Road

(wh) India’s commerce and industry minister Anupriya

Patel has written another letter to the government of

Uttar Pradesh state, including Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath, alleging “irregularities” and “illegal” toll

collections at a toll plaza on Mirzapur Road. Patel, who

has represented the city of Mirzapur in Parliament’s

lower house since 2014, previously raised the issue of

OBC quota in state services.

In response, Uttar Pradesh Industrial Development

Minister Nand Gopal Gupta dismissed Patel’s

allegations as “baseless.” He clarified that toll

collections were being conducted as per established

standards and only at one of two toll plazas, to prevent

revenue loss from vehicles diverting routes. [The

Indian Express]

India: BJP veteran lawmaker in Uttar

Pradesh accuses party worker of ‘murder

plot’

(lm) Fateh Bahadur Singh, a seven-time MLA and son of

former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Vir Bahadur Singh,

has accused Rajeev Ranjan Chaudhary, the son of a

local BJP leader, of plotting to kill him. Despite having

high-level security provided by the government, he

claims the Gorakhpur police have not acted on his

complaints. He has approached Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath, Home Minister Amit Shah,

and BJP President J P Nadda for help.

Chaudhary denies the allegations, attributing the

accusations to political rivalry after his wife lost the

2023 Nagar Panchayat chairman elections. The

Gorakhpur police state that an inquiry is ongoing and

have increased Fateh Bahadur’s security. [The Indian

Express]

India: Rape case against Jharkhand BJP

chief’s political adviser withdrawn

(lm) The complainant in a 2021 rape case against Sunil

Tiwari, political adviser to Jharkhand BJP chief Babulal
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Marandi, has filed a petition to withdraw the case,

citing a "misunderstanding" and a lack of

understanding of the veracity of the allegation.

Tiwari was arrested following the initial First

Information Report (FIR) in August 2021 and later

released on bail. This case came after Tiwari had filed

legal petitions for a CBI probe into rape allegations

against Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren,

suggesting the timing of the accusations against him

was politically motivated. Importantly, despite the

withdrawal petition, Ranchi Police have already filed a

chargesheet against Tiwari under the SC/ST Prevention

of Atrocities Act related to the 2021 rape case.

Additionally, on July 16, a second FIR was filed against

Tiwari for "criminal intimidation" after the complainant

wrote to the public prosecutor alleging intimidation.

The complainant was present in court on July 11 and

signed the withdrawal petition, which stated that she

and Tiwari had resolved their differences through

mutual friends and no longer had grievances against

each other. [The Indian Express]

India: New directive for restaurants

signage along pilgrimage route sparks

backlash

(wh) A recent order by the Uttar Pradesh and

Uttarakhand state governments requiring restaurants

and food stalls along a popular pilgrimage route to

display the names of their owners has sparked intense

controversy. Critics argue that the policy targets

Muslim business owners and exacerbates communal

tensions, with prominent politicians and community

leaders voicing concerns about the implications for

national unity and constitutional rights. [Hindustan

Times]

India: Opposition stages protest in Bihar

state, criticizes government over rising

crime rates

(wh) Leaders and workers from the opposition Indian

National Developmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)

staged protest marches across Bihar state on July 20,

highlighting the deteriorating law and order situation

in the state.

The protests included leaders from the Rashtriya

Janata Dal (RJD), Indian National Congress and other
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opposition parties, who marched in Patna, chanting

anti-government slogans. They criticized the Nitish

Kumar-led government for failing to address issues

such as murder, rape, kidnapping, extortion, and

abduction. In response, Bihar Deputy Chief Minister

Samrat Choudhary defended the government,

contrasting it with the previous RJD administration.

[Hindustan Times]

India: Central government considers

scheme to incentivize states for agri

reforms

(lm) The Indian government is considering a new

scheme with an outlay of INR 50 billion (USD 600

million) to incentivize states to adopt agricultural

reforms, three years after repealing three farm laws

that were intended to bring significant changes to the

agricultural sector but that faced substantial

opposition from farmers. The scheme is part of

broader efforts to introduce regulatory and

institutional reforms during India's 'Amrit Kaal,' a term

that refers to a 25-year period from 2022 to 2047,

marking 100 years of India's independence.

The proposed scheme aims to provide central funding

for states to implement reforms in agriculture

marketing, contract farming, and land leasing. This

initiative seeks to revive the idea mooted by the 15th

Finance Commission for performance-based incentives

for agricultural reforms. The Finance Commission had

earlier recommended INR 45 billion (USD 540 million)

for performance-based incentives for agricultural

reforms. [The Indian Express]

India: Kerala's development spending

rises despite restrictions, finance minister

says

(wh) The finance minister of India’s southern Kerala

state, K N Balagopal, stated that the state's

expenditure on development and welfare measures

has increased by 30-35 percent despite financial

restrictions imposed by the central government. He

highlighted that the average yearly expenditure during

the first Pinarayi Vijayan government was around INR

1.20 trillion (approximately USD 14.4 billion), which

increased to INR 1.60 trillion (approximately USD 19.2

billion) in the second Vijayan regime.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-nk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-nu/


Additionally, Balagopal reiterated requests made to

the central government during a pre-budget meeting,

including a special package of INR 240 billion

(approximately USD 2.88 billion) for Kerala, which he

stated was the amount cut from the state’s borrowing

limits in the past financial years. He also requested a

special capital investment of INR 50 billion

(approximately USD 600 million) for the development

of the Vizhinjam port and surrounding areas and

highlighted Kerala’s contribution to the National

Highway widening project. [The Indian Express]

India: Prime Minister Narendra Modi

chairs security meet regarding terror in

Jammu and Kashmir

(sg) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a

Cabinet Committee on Security meeting on July 18 to

address the increasing number of terror attacks in the

Jammu and Kashmir union territory. Home Minister

Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh were

also present. [Mint]

Militants have intensified their attacks on security

forces, especially the Army, in Jammu this year,

resulting in the deaths of eleven Army personnel,

including a Captain, and a CRPF member, as well as ten

civilians. Multiple anti-militancy operations are ongoing

in Doda district, with around 3,000 Army troops

recently inducted into the area.

Army chief Upendra Dwivedi attends high-level security

meet in Jammu amid heightened militancy

Two days after the high-level cabinet meeting on July

18, Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi attended a

separate high-level security meeting in Jammu on July

20 to devise a counter-strategy in response to the

increased militant attacks in the Jammu division's Pir

Panjal and Chenab valleys. The meeting included top

officials from the Army's Northern and Western

Command, J&K Police, BSF, and CRPF. [The Hindu]

J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha suggested

adopting a tough "Kashmir-model" approach to

combat militancy in Jammu, emphasizing proactive

measures and minimizing infiltration. The coordinated

strategy aims to ensure the region remains secure and

prevent the revival of terrorism.

Two terrorists killed as Army prevents infiltration attempt

In separate but related developments, two suspected

terrorists have been killed as security forces prevented
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an infiltration attempt along the Line of Control in the

Keran sector in Jammu and Kashmir's Kupwara district.

[NDTV]

India: Home Minister Shah reviews intel-

sharing platform Multi Agency Centre

(lm) India's Home Minister Amit Shah last week chaired

a high-level meeting with heads of security and law

enforcement agencies to review the functioning of the

Multi Agency Centre (MAC), a counter-terrorism grid

under the Intelligence Bureau, established post-Kargil

war in 2001.

Shah emphasized the need for enhanced synergy

among security agencies to dismantle terror networks

and their support systems, urging a whole-of-

government approach to national security. He called

for increased engagement with the MAC, transforming

it into a cohesive platform that integrates law

enforcement, anti-drug, cyber security, and intelligence

agencies for prompt and decisive action. He indicated

that the MAC framework would undergo significant

technical and operational upgrades to enhance its

reach and effectiveness. [The Hindu]

Maldives: Ruling PNC secures majority in

by-elections with low voter turnout

(sa) In the Maldives by-elections, the ruling People's

National Congress (PNC) secured five out of six local

council seats, with voter turnout recorded at just 27

percent. Out of 13,112 eligible voters, only 3,528 cast

their ballots. The PNC's success was contrasted by the

opposition Maldivian Democratic Party's (MDP) failure

to win any seats due to limited campaigning. [The

Edition 1]

By-elections were held for positions including Faafu

Atoll Bileddhoo Council President and several Male'

City Council constituencies. The PNC candidates, such

as Fathimath Shaufa Saleem and Ali Aiman, claimed

victories across multiple constituencies. An

independent candidate won the Raa Atoll Rasmaadhoo

Council female member seat. [The Edition 2]

Parliament Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla praised the

results as a sign of growing support for President

Mohamed Muizzu. The elections also filled seats left

vacant by council members now serving in Parliament.

[The Edition 3]
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Maldives: Debate on Criminal Procedures

Act amendment

(sa) In the Maldives, a lawmaker from the ruling

People's National Congress (PNC) stated that

amending the Criminal Procedures Act to allow bail for

convicted individuals during the appeal process would

primarily benefit the opposition Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP).

The lawmaker made these remarks during a

parliamentary debate on the government's proposed

amendment, which aims to permit the release of

convicted criminals on bail until their appeals are

resolved - except for major crimes such as murder,

child sexual abuse, and drug trafficking.

The amendment also allows bail for those awaiting

sentencing, provided it is essential for justice.

Conditions may include travel restrictions and

mandatory court appearances. The first instance of

bail for convicted individuals in the Maldives occurred

in 2018 for former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom

and others, but the High Court later ruled that existing

laws did not permit bail during the appeal process.

The PNC lawmaker, Ibrahim Shujau, noted that the

Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM), a party headed by

former President Abdulla Yameen, had previously

advocated for such an amendment during

investigations against Yameen in several high-profile

legal cases primarily related to corruption and money

laundering. Shujau pointed out that MDP had not

pursued this change when it held the parliamentary

majority prior to the last parliamentary election held

earlier this year. [The Edition]

Maldives: Seven charges in MMPRC

corruption case to be pressed this month

(lm/sa) Attorney General Ahmed Usham announced

that Maldives Marketing and Public Relations

Corporation (MMPRC) is preparing to press seven

different charges related to the so-called MMPRC

corruption case.

The case is one of the largest corruption scandals in

Maldivian history, involving the embezzlement of funds

from the MMPRC, and implicated numerous high-

profile figures in politics and business, including

former President Abdulla Yameen.
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The move to press charges comes after the Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC) recently reported that

they have investigated 115 cases related to MMPRC

corruption, identifying MVR 640 million (USD 41.6

million) that needs to be recovered. Previously,

government bodies had not complied with orders to

recover these funds, according to the ACC, and no

lawsuits had been filed to reclaim these funds. This

was due to uncertainty over whether the cases should

be submitted to the Civil Court by MMPRC or the

Attorney General's Office.

The previous Asset Recovery Commission under

President Yameen had completed investigations into

30 cases, submitting them to the Civil Court. However,

the Solih administration had withdrawn most of these

cases for reinvestigation. Out of the two cases that

were not withdrawn, one was won by the state and the

other is currently at the High Court. [the edition 1] [the

edition 2]

Ex-President Yameen’s USD 1 million not released due to

anti-graft body’s objection

In related developments, the Bank of Maldives (BML)

has informed the High Court that USD 1 million

deposited by former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul

Qayoom into an escrow account has not been released

due to objections from the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC). This escrow account was created

under an agreement between Yameen and the ACC in

2018, during the investigation into the MMPRC fraud

case, with the funds to remain in the account until the

investigation concluded.

Yameen had sued both BML and the ACC at the Civil

Court to recover the funds and seek compensation for

damages. Although the Civil Court ruled against BML,

prompting an appeal, BML maintains that it cannot

release the funds without ACC's approval, as doing so

without their permission could potentially be a criminal

offense. The ACC argues that BML, being part of the

escrow agreement, has a role in the matter. [the

edition 3]

Maldives: Falah slams summoning of

ministers for inconsequential queries

(lm) The group leader of the People's National

Congress (PNC), the ruling Maldives’ party, has

expressed dissatisfaction over the practice of

summoning Cabinet Ministers to Parliament for trivial

matters. He suggested that the practice of summoning

ministers for minor project updates should be
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reviewed and revised in Parliament regulations. This

concern about summoning ministers for trivial matters

has been an ongoing issue, as similar complaints were

raised during the previous 19th People's Majlis. [the

edition]

Maldives: Judges and police in cahoots

with criminals, lawmaker says

(lm) A Maldivian lawmaker, Ahmed Saleem, made

serious allegations against the judicial and law

enforcement authorities in the Maldives, accusing

them of colluding with criminals. Speaking during the

parliamentary debate on a bill to amend the law to

allow bail, Saleem expressed concerns over the lack of

convictions for serious crimes, including drug-related

offenses and major thefts.

He claimed that judges and police are connected with

criminals, which results in these crimes not leading to

convictions. Saleem suggested that drug smugglers

and major thieves are emboldened by their confidence

in escaping punishment due to this alleged collusion.

He accused judges of exploiting legal loopholes to save

perpetrators and stated that this collaboration

between some police officers and judges allows

criminals to avoid justice.

Saleem also highlighted the deteriorating situation in

the country, citing that even 13-year-olds are getting

involved in criminal activities. He accused drug lords of

orchestrating plans where others take the blame for

their crimes, ensuring that cases are resolved without

punishing the actual offenders. Saleem emphasized

that evidence provided by the police is often sufficient

for convictions, but somehow during the judicial

process, the suspects end up being released. [the

edition]

Maldives: Amendment proposed to

remove Attorney General from Bar

Council

(lm) An amendment has been proposed to the Legal

Profession Act to remove the Attorney General (AG)

from the Executive Committee of the Bar Council in the

Maldives. Currently, the Bar Council's Executive

Committee consists of nine members: the Attorney

General, the President and Vice President elected from

among lawyers, and six additional members.
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The proposed bill, submitted by People's National

Congress MP Hussain Shareef, aims to ensure the

absolute independence of the Bar Council by excluding

the Attorney General from its composition. The new

proposed structure would include the President, Vice

President, and seven other members.

Additionally, the bill proposes amendments related to

the attestation of documents issued by registered

educational institutions and official documents issued

to citizens. These documents would need to be

attested by diplomatic missions in foreign countries if

they are to be used abroad. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament Mandates MPs to

submit financial statements within three

months of oath of office

(lm) The General-Purpose Committee of the Maldives

parliament has approved a new standing order

requiring elected Members of Parliament (MPs) to

submit their financial statements within three months

of taking the oath of office. Previously, MPs were only

required to submit these statements after one year in

office. The financial statements must include details of

assets, property, business stakes, earnings, debt, and

expenses related to their spouses and children under

18. MPs are now also mandated to submit their

financial statements annually by August 31. The first

submission under this new rule must be made by

August 31, 2024.[Sun Online]

Maldives: Deputy Minister found

advocating against the state in court

(lm) Deputy Minister of Economic Development and

Trade Ibrahim Munavvar, who is also a lawyer, has

been found representing a private company in a tax-

related case against the Maldives Inland Revenue

Authority (MIRA) at the High Court. During a hearing,

MIRA's lawyer raised concerns about the

appropriateness of a state minister advocating against

the state in court, suggesting it could present a conflict

of interest.

Munavvar argued that there was no legal justification

preventing him from representing clients as a lawyer,

as his duties as Deputy Minister do not overlap with

MIRA's functions. He stated that neither his work nor

that of the Economic Ministry is related to MIRA, and

he saw no conflict of interest. The judges asked MIRA's
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lawyer for legal provisions supporting their concern,

but none were provided.

Munavvar asserted he would withdraw from the case if

the court deemed it a conflict of interest. The judges

adjourned the hearing, stating they would schedule

another session to announce their decision on the

matter.[the edition]

Maldives: Lawmakers disapprove Housing

Ministry’s absence at parliament

committee meeting

(lm) Members of the Maldives Parliament's Petition

Committee expressed strong disapproval over the

absence of senior officials from the Ministry of

Housing, Land, and Urban Development, including

Minister Ali Haidar Ahmed, at a scheduled committee

meeting. The meeting was set to address a petition

appealing against the annulment of a list of flat

recipients under the previous administration's

'Gedhoruveriya' housing scheme.

The committee concluded the meeting with a decision

to summon senior officials of the Housing Ministry at

the earliest possible date. The Anti-Corruption

Committee had previously suspended the flat

allocations, finding that 60 percent of the 4,000

recipients did not meet eligibility criteria. The current

administration is reviewing the flat list. [the edition]

Maldives: Emergency motion submitted

on rising electricity bills

(lm) In the Maldives, Parliament has unanimously

accepted an emergency motion regarding the rising

electricity bills over the past months. The motion

addresses public concerns about significantly higher

charges on electricity bills since April. Despite initial

concessions offered by STELCO, subsequent bills

continued to rise, prompting further public outcry. [the

edition 1]

In parallel developments, fishing in the Maldives has

experienced a significant decline, leading to a shortage

of fish and fish products in retail stores. A fisherman

from a southern island cited the reduction in fish

caught and the government's decreased purchasing

rate as reasons for the decline in fishing. Many

fishermen have not gone fishing for over a month, as
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they cannot sustain themselves with the current

earnings.

State-owned MIFCO amended the rate for buying fish

from fishermen, starting to purchase at the

international market price since June 21. The current

international market price for fish ranges between

MVR 18-20 per kg. The decision was influenced by the

increased costs MIFCO incurs compared to the

revenue from international sales, covered through

loans and government assistance. Experts have called

for aligning the price of fish to market levels to address

delays in payments to fishermen. Since the beginning

of the current administration, fishermen have staged

several protests over delayed payments. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Level of transparency in most

SOEs insufficient, Transparency Maldives

says

(lm/sa) Transparency Maldives (TM) has conducted an

evaluation of the transparency of State-Owned

Enterprises (SOEs) through the Corporate Governance

Transparency Index (CGTI), highlighting significant

shortcomings in the disclosure of information by these

entities as of 2022.

The evaluation found that most SOEs lacked adequate

transparency, particularly in providing information in

both Dhivehi and English. Only three SOEs had

websites in both languages, while the rest

predominantly published content in English.

Furthermore, many SOEs failed to disclose the dates of

the information published on their websites, reducing

confidence in the timeliness and relevance of the data.

The CGTI report indicated that disclosure rates were

better among SOEs subjected to additional regulatory

requirements from bodies like the Capital Market

Development Authority (CMDA) and the Maldives

Monetary Authority (MMA). However, the overall

governance and compliance of SOEs were found to be

weak, with a lack of oversight and accountability

posing significant fiscal risks and potential avenues for

corruption.

The CGTI report rated SOEs across six corporate

governance pillars, revealing generally low scores.

Many SOEs performed poorly in areas such as

transparency of ownership policy, organization

operations, and engagements with the state and

private sector. For instance, only a few SOEs scored

well in transparency of corporate responsibility and

internal control. [the edition 1]
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Parliament’s SOE Committee to summon all relevant

agencies over scam

In related developments, Parliament's Committee on

State-Owned Enterprises (SOE) has decided to

summon all relevant agencies to address a recent

surge in scam cases. The committee discussed a report

from the previous parliament's SOE Committee

regarding unauthorized withdrawals from Bank of

Maldives (BML) customer accounts. [the edition 2]

Difficult to obtain information, no proper monitoring by

central bank, Anti-Corruption Commission says

Meanwhile, the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has

expressed difficulties in obtaining information from

banks for investigations into corruption and fraud

cases, citing inadequate monitoring by the Maldives

Monetary Authority (MMA). ACC Chairperson Adam

Shamil, speaking at the parliament's Committee on

Independent Institutions, revealed that despite

multiple attempts to gather necessary information

from banks, there has been no progress.

Shamil attributed this challenge to the insufficient

oversight of the banking system by the MMA. He

emphasized that the MMA has not updated its

regulations to modern standards, which hinders the

effective monitoring of the banking sector. Shamil

highlighted the importance of assessing actions taken

by the MMA since the Maldives Marketing and Public

Relations Corporation (MMPRC) corruption case.

Shamil stressed the need for the MMA to fulfill its

responsibilities, as the inability of investigative

agencies to access necessary information poses a

significant issue. He pointed out the importance of

examining the financial transactions and net worth of

those accused in corruption cases to expedite ACC

investigations. [the edition 3]

ACC investigates FENAKA over depleting budgets of 60

projects without completion

The ACC has also initiated an investigation into

FENAKA, a state-owned enterprise, for depleting the

budgets of 60 projects undertaken during former

President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's administration

without completing them. Out of these 60 projects,

only 14 were completed, while the budgets for the

remaining projects were fully utilized despite their

incompletion.

The ACC has identified multiple suspects and is

currently investigating their bank transactions to

determine how they might have acquired illicit wealth.
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The suspects are accused of five crimes, including

abuse of office, abuse of position, fraud, bribery, and

illicit enrichment. [the edition 4]

Maldives: Complaints window over

nomination of new human rights

commission chief open

(lm) The Maldives parliament has opened a window for

complaints regarding the nomination of Ismail Habeeb,

the former Deputy President of the Elections

Commission (EC), for a position on the Human Rights

Commission of the Maldives (HRCM).

President Mohamed Muizzu nominated Habeeb for the

commission, and the nomination has been forwarded

to the relevant parliamentary committee for review.

This vacancy in the HRCM arose after Ahmed Adham

Abdulla resigned from the commission in October of

the previous year. Habeeb's tenure at the EC

concluded on March 13th of this year after serving for

21 years. [Sun Online]

Maldives: Human Rights Commission

concerned over power outage,

interruption of basic services in Muli

(lm) The Human Rights Commission of Maldives

(HRCM) has expressed concern over a prolonged

power outage on Muli island, which has disrupted

basic services. The island lost electricity on July 17 due

to issues with both generators supplying power. Since

then, efforts to restore electricity have been ongoing.

The commission emphasized that the power outage

affects access to basic rights and urged quick

resolution. [the edition]

Maldives: Central Bank Governor Hashim

removed from office

(sa/lm) In the Maldives, central bank governor Ali

Hashim was removed from his position following a

parliamentary vote on July 22. The motion, initiated by

Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim on behalf of the ruling

Peoples’ National Congress (PNC), alleged that Hashim

had failed to fulfill his duties under the Maldives

Monetary Authority (MMA) Act since President

Mohamed Muizzu took office in November 2023. The

vote passed with 63 members in favor and nine
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against. Hashim, who previously served as Finance

Minister from 2008 to 2010 and was appointed MMA

Governor in 2019, had twice excused himself from

responding to the dismissal case due to illness. [avas]

Dangerous to dismiss central bank governor at this

juncture, opposition MDP leader says

Prior to the parliamentary session, opposition

Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) Chairperson Fayyaz

Ismail expressed concerns over the decision to remove

Hashim amid the country's economic difficulties. [the

edition]

Governor Hashim himself had previously responded by

attributing the economic challenges to the disregard of

MMA's and international financial institutions' advice,

emphasizing the need for fiscal discipline. [AiR No. 29,

July/2024, 3]

Maldives: ‘Immigration Watch’ launched,

allows anonymous reporting

(lm) Maldives Immigration has launched 'Immigration

Watch,' a new platform designed to report

immigration-related cases, including concerns about

undocumented immigrants. The website allows for

anonymous reporting; users can submit reports with

attached photos or documents at any time.

In line with this administration's priorities, over 2,000

undocumented expatriates have been deported in the

past seven months. Additionally, special operations

conducted by Immigration and Police have resulted in

the detention of over 100 expatriates working illegally.

[the edition]

Maldives: Border surveillance insufficient,

Customs official warns

(lm) The Maldives Customs Service has raised concerns

about the country's insufficient border security, which

they believe is vulnerable enough to allow the

smuggling of weapons and other illegal goods.

Assistant Commissioner of Customs Ismail Hamdhoon

highlighted these issues during a meeting of the

Parliament's Committee on Security Services. He

explained that Customs Officers are currently only

stationed at ports, leaving vessels entering the country

unchecked until they reach these ports. This gap in

surveillance has led to instances where illegal drugs
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have been transferred to local vessels and hidden on

uninhabited islands. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu announces

new initiatives to promote Islam, study of

Quran

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced a

series of initiatives to promote the knowledge of the

Quran and the principles of Islam in the Maldives.

The government plans to provide additional facilities

and training for individuals aspiring to become Hafiz

(those who have memorized the Quran), and special

incentives will be introduced to encourage more

people to achieve this rank, including doubling the

current allowance for Hafiz. Free Quran classes will be

initiated across the country to make Quranic education

more accessible. Furthermore, the government has

committed to allocating land for the reconstruction of

the National Centre for the Holy Quran and aims to

develop two new Waqf facilities, 'Daarul Salam' and

'Daarul Arqam,' to support the dissemination of

Quranic knowledge.[the edition]

Maldives: Employers neglecting migrant

workers to be disclosed publicly,

penalized

(sa) In the Maldives, President Mohamed Muizzu has

announced measures to combat illegal immigration,

including public disclosure and penalties for employers

neglecting migrant workers. During a cabinet meeting,

it was decided to strengthen enforcement by

implementing fingerprint and facial recognition for

migrant identification, and regularization and Assisted

Voluntary Return (AVR) programs. A list of non-

compliant companies will be published and penalized,

with further action for repeated offenses.

The cabinet also plans audits, strict legal action against

illegal immigrants, and amendments to the Maldives

Employment Act to ensure Maldivian employers are

responsible for expatriates. [Sun Online 1]

The announcement of these measures comes at a time

when Maldives Immigration has been cracking down

on illegal migrants and businesses, particularly in the

Greater Malé area. As part of ongoing operations, 101

foreigners have been detained since June 29. In the
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past seven months, 2,013 expatriates living illegally in

the Maldives have been deported.

Immigration busts prostitution ring, deports involved

expatriates

In a related development, Maldives Immigration

revealed last week that a recently uncovered

prostitution ring was operated by a Bangladeshi man

married to a Maldivian. The man was arrested and

deported, along with several other individuals involved.

Since 2019, he had brought 23 foreign women into the

Maldives for prostitution. [The Edition]

Expat deportations leading to empty markets

At the same time, in light of the mass deportation of

illegal immigrants, local marketplaces in areas such as

the Greater Male have become noticeably empty.

Many market slots, typically operated by expatriate

vendors, were closed as a result of the raids. Most

market stalls are now operated by locals. The Ministry

of Economic Development and Trade has also

restricted expatriates from owning or managing

multiple businesses. [Maldives Business Times] [Sun

Online 2]

Maldives: President Muizzu pledges USD

13 million to boost salaries in government

sector

(sa) Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu has pledged

to allocate USD 13 million to offer high salaries to

educated locals, starting next year, in an effort to

incentivize students studying abroad to return and

contribute to the nation's development. The funds will

be reallocated from infrastructure development

projects to ensure government jobs offer higher

salaries than the private sector.

Addressing the housing issue, President Muizzu

recognized it as a barrier for returning students and

promised to resolve the crisis, allowing them to live

comfortably with their families. He also mentioned

plans to reserve certain job sectors exclusively for

locals. [The Edition]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli wins trust vote,

pledges stability, economic recovery
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(ps) KP Sharma Oli, who became Nepal's new prime

minister on July 15, has secured a vote of confidence

from the House of Representatives, winning 188 out of

263 votes, exceeding the two-thirds majority by four

votes. During the trust vote, 74 lawmakers opposed

Oli, one remained neutral, and 12 were absent.

Besides his own Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) and the Nepali

Congress, the second-largest party in parliament's

lower house, Oli's coalition also includes the Janata

Samajbadi Party and the Loktantrik Samajbadi Party –

two parties that primarily represent the interests and

concerns of the Madhesi community and other

marginalized groups in the country. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

Prior to the floor test on July 20, the CPN (Maoist

Centre), the Rastriya Swatantra Party, and CPN (Unified

Socialist) decided not to support Oli in the vote of

confidence. These three opposition parties, which

together hold 62 seats in the House of

Representatives, made the decision after a joint

meeting on July 19. The leaders of the parties, Oli's

predecessor Pushpa Kamal Dahal, former home

minister Rabi Lamichhane, and Madhav Kumar Nepal,

decided to stand against Oli. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

During the parliamentary session, Oli publicly disclosed

the details of a seven-point agreement between the

Nepali Congress and the CPN-UML, signed earlier this

month. The agreement outlines the formation of a

national consensus government under Article 76(2) of

the constitution, involving other political parties to

protect national interests, control corruption, improve

governance, accelerate development activities, and

ensure political stability. It also emphasizes reviewing

and amending the constitution to address its

strengths, weaknesses, and complexities to ensure

political stability.

The agreement aims to prepare a reliable business

environment to end the economic slowdown and

rejuvenate economic activities, encouraging both

domestic and foreign investments to create sufficient

and dignified employment opportunities. It stipulates

that KP Sharma Oli will lead the national consensus

government for the first two years, and Sher Bahadur

Deuba, the leader of the Nepali Congress, will lead the

election government until elections in November-

December 2027. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Former state minister Ram Chandra Raya

found murdered at his residence
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(lm) In Nepal, a former state minister, Ram Chandra

Raya, was found murdered at his home in Sarlahi.

According to his domestic worker, three individuals

had visited Raya and stayed overnight but have since

disappeared. Superintendent of Police Rabindra

Bahadur Singh confirmed that Raya was attacked on

the head with a sharp weapon, likely a cane knife

found nearby.

Raya served as the minister of state for land reforms in

Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa’s cabinet in 1997

and was a candidate for the vice presidency of the

Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) in the last general

convention. Raya is survived by his wife, two sons, and

five daughters. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Chief ministers of Bagmati and

Lumbini resign

(lm) The chief ministers of Nepal's Bagmati and

Lumbini provinces, Shalikram Jamakattel and Jokh

Bahadur Mahara, have resigned, prompting the

formation of new governments in both regions.

Jamakattel of the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)

(Maoist Centre) resigned after his government lost

majority support due to a new coalition between the

Nepali Congress and the CPN (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) (CPN-UML), the two parties that recently

formed a coalition government on the federal level.

Prior to this, the Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)

decided not to support Jamkattel in the vote of

confidence. The RPP, which holds 12 seats in the 110-

member provincial assembly, has not yet decided

whether to support a new government formed by the

Nepali Congress-Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN UML) coalition. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

Against this backdrop, the Bagmati Province Head has

called for claims for the chief minister's post by July 23.

In the 110-seat assembly, the Nepali Congress has 37

seats, CPN-UML 27, and Maoist Centre 21, among

others. Bahadur Singh Lama of the Nepali Congress is

likely to be the new chief minister. [The Kathmandu

Post 2]

In Lumbini, Mahara resigned after the CPN-UML

withdrew support, causing his government to lose its

majority. The CPN-UML, with 29 seats, and the Nepali

Congress, with 27 seats, now have enough strength to

form a new government in the 87-member assembly.

However, while CPN-UML leader Lila Giri was expected
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to become the new chief minister, Chet Narayan

Acharya was eventually appointed, indicating an

ongoing power struggle within the CPN-UML. [The

Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli appoints two

advisers

(lm) Nepal’s new Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has

appointed Bishnu Rimal and Yubaraj Khatiwada as his

political and economic advisers, respectively.

Bishnu Rimal, who is also the deputy general secretary

of Oli’s now-ruling Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist–Leninist), has been named the chief political

adviser. Rimal previously served in the same role

during Oli's earlier term as prime minister and was a

member of the first Constituent Assembly.

Yubaraj Khatiwada, a former finance minister and

former governor of Nepal’s central bank, the Nepal

Rastra Bank, has been appointed as the economic

adviser. Khatiwada also served as the ambassador to

the United States and was the vice-chairman of the

National Planning Commission. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: President Paudel appoints Ramesh

Badal as attorney general

(lm) President Ramchandra Paudel has appointed

senior advocate Ramesh Badal as the new attorney

general of Nepal, following a recommendation from

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli. Badal succeeds Dinmani

Pokharel, who resigned after the formation of the new

government, adhering to the tradition of the

government's legal adviser stepping down with a

change in administration.

Pokharel, appointed by the previous government led

by Pushpa Kamal Dahal in December 2022, had been

controversial for issuing a letter stating there were no

cases against then-Deputy Prime Minister and Home

Minister Rabi Lamichhane in a cooperative fraud case.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: President Paudel authenticates

three bills
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(lm) President Ramchandra Paudel authenticated three

significant bills that were endorsed by both houses of

Nepal's federal Parliament. The authenticated bills

include the Finance Bill 2024, the Bill to Raise National

Debt 2024, and the Customs Tariff Bill 2024. These bills

address the government's budgetary provisions,

authorize raising national debt for financial

management and developmental projects, and set

customs tariffs for imports and exports, impacting

trade and revenue generation. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cooperative secretary arrested on

charges of embezzlement

(lm) Siddhartha Tated, the secretary of the Kantipur

Multipurpose Cooperative and a ward member of the

Rajbiraj municipality in Nepal's Madesh province, was

arrested on July 18 on charges of embezzlement. The

arrest followed a complaint filed by a group of 45

depositors at a district police office in August last year

against seven officials of the cooperative, alleging that

they failed to return their deposits and embezzled

millions of rupees. The other six officials are currently

at large. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court orders removal of

Bagmati riverside squatters

(ps) Nepal’s Supreme Court has ordered the removal of

settlements along the banks of the Bagmati River and

its tributaries, emphasizing that nobody has the right

to occupy public land. However, the court directed that

genuine squatters should be provided alternative

housing before being relocated, respecting their

constitutional right to appropriate housing under

Article 37 (1) of the Constitution. The decision also

mandates that the properties constructed for

squatters, which are currently partially used by the

Manav Sewa Ashram and a police unit, should be used

for their intended purpose.

The court also directed the construction of reservoirs

at the headwaters of the Bishnumati, Tukucha, and

Dhobikhola rivers and the setup of sewerage

treatment plants where necessary. Furthermore, it

mandated the inclusion of septic tanks and soak pits in

house designs for rainwater harvesting and

groundwater recharge. A coordinated mechanism for

river conservation involving local unit chiefs in the

Kathmandu Valley was also recommended, along with
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the appointment of pollution inspectors to monitor

and address river pollution. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

It is worth noting that the decision follows previous

failed attempts to remove the squatters due to

resistance and legal challenges. In November 2022, the

High Powered Committee for Integrated Development

of Bagmati Civilisation (HPCIDBC) had issued an

ultimatum to squatters to vacate the riverbanks,

leading to protests and clashes when eviction efforts

were made. The committee had identified 3,496

households living along the Bagmati riverside. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Bankariya people have become

squatters in their own land

(lm) The Bankariya people, one of Nepal's most

endangered indigenous communities, are struggling

with landlessness despite living on their ancestral

lands. In 2005, the government granted the Bankariya

six hectares of land on a 20-year lease, which is set to

expire next year, creating uncertainty about their

future. Despite assurances from local officials, the

community remains anxious about potential eviction.

Economic participation is limited due to the lack of

land ownership, preventing them from starting

businesses or agricultural activities.

Their settlement on the buffer zone of Parsa Wildlife

Reserve adds to their difficulties, as they face

restrictions on accessing the forest, which is essential

for their cultural identity and sustenance. Efforts to

address their land rights have been made, including

submitting memorandums to various government

officials, but no significant progress has been achieved.

The Bankariya community desires to remain on their

ancestral lands and seeks legal recognition and

protection of their land rights, as mandated by

international conventions and national laws. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Police start inquiries about missing

king, families claim

(lm) Nepal Police have begun inquiries about victims of

enforced disappearance, prompting concern from

victims' families and rights advocates, who suspect the

police inquiries are filling the void left by two defunct

transitional justice commissions, which were supposed
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to address war-era cases but have been paralyzed

since July 2022.

The two commissions in Nepal tasked with addressing

wartime atrocities and human rights abuses are the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the

Commission for the Investigation of Enforced

Disappeared Persons (CIEDP). Both were established in

February 2015 as part of the country’s transitional

justice mechanism, following the decade-long civil

conflict between government forces and Maoist rebels

that ended in 2006.

The CIEDP received 3,223 complaints but shortlisted

only 2,506 for investigation, citing jurisdictional limits.

However, despite government promises to amend the

Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and

Reconciliation Commission Act and appoint new

commission members, no progress has been made.

The previous administration under then-Prime

Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal recently extended the

commissions' terms by another year, but the necessary

amendments and appointments remain pending. [AiR

No. 29, July/2024, 3]

Meanwhile, Nepal Police denied issuing a recent

circular for these inquiries, stating that finding missing

persons is an ongoing responsibility, but separate

commissions exist for conflict-related cases. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Oil import bill down by USD 115

million, but economic concerns persist

(lm) Nepal's petroleum imports dropped by 4.35

percent to NPR 337.34 billion (USD 2.53 billion) in the

fiscal year ending July 15, due to lower international oil

prices. Despite this, the country remains heavily reliant

on fossil fuels. Diesel imports decreased by NPR 9.79

billion (USD 73.42 million), petrol by NPR 1.25 billion

(USD 9.38 million), and liquefied petroleum gas by NPR

2.53 billion (USD 18.98 million). However, the

quantities of petrol and LPG imports actually

increased.

Nepal is moving towards energy self-sufficiency, with

97.7 percent of the population having access to

electricity and a total output of 3,060 MW. The country

has started exporting surplus electricity to India,

earning NPR 15.4 billion (USD 115.5 million) between

June and December 2023.

Despite the rise in electric vehicle (EV) imports, which

jumped to NPR 30.77 billion (USD 230.78 million), fossil
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fuel consumption continues to grow due to the strong

demand for combustion vehicles.

Overall, Nepal's trade declined by 1.33 percent to NPR

1.74 trillion (USD 13.05 billion) in 2023-2024, driven by

a fall in imports and exports. The import of industrial

machinery, crucial for long-term productivity, also

declined, raising concerns about the country's

economic health.

In response to a rapidly decreasing foreign currency

reserve and trade imbalance, the government had

previously imposed a ban on luxury goods imports,

which was lifted in December 2022. While this reduced

the trade deficit, it also slowed economic activity,

leading to Nepal's first recession in six decades in the

first two quarters of the previous fiscal year.

Cereal imports dropped to NPR 45.79 billion (USD

343.42 million) from NPR 56.62 billion (USD 424.65

million) due to an Indian ban, leading to higher food

prices in Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Police raid headquarter of main

opposition PTI, arrest top official over

‘anti-state propaganda’

(ss) On July 22, Islamabad police raided the

headquarters of former Prime Minister Imran Khan's

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party and arrested the

party's Information Secretary, Raoof Hasan, on charges

of anti-state propaganda. Hasan's arrest followed his

warnings about the roundup of PTI members, claiming

that ten members, including seven from his

department, had disappeared over the past two

months without a trace.

The raid, conducted by Islamabad police and the

Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), follows a series of

court rulings favoring the party, which weakened the

government of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The

Supreme Court ruled on July 12 that the PTI, which won

the most seats in February's general election but was

kept from government by an alliance of military-

backed rival parties, should be awarded 23 additional

parliamentary seats. This judgment deprives Sharif's

coalition of the two-thirds majority needed to push

through planned reforms.

On July 13, an Islamabad court overturned Imran

Khan’s illegal marriage conviction, meaning all four

convictions against him over recent years have been

suspended or overturned. Despite this, Khan remains

in jail on new charges of inciting protests and graft,
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which he claims are politically motivated to prevent his

return to power.

Against this backdrop, the government, represented by

Information Minister Ataullah Tarar, announced plans

to launch a legal bid to ban PTI, accusing the party of

inciting violent protests last year and leaking classified

information. The government also intends to file

treason charges against Imran Khan.

These moves have been met with criticism from

various quarters, including the Human Rights

Commission of Pakistan, which described the

government's actions as "an enormous blow to

democratic norms" and "reeking of political

desperation." The Commission warned that such

actions would likely lead to deeper polarization and

potential political chaos and violence. [Dawn] [Arab

News 1] [Arab News 2] [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan: Three people killed in shooting

at peace rally in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

province

(ss) Thousands of demonstrators in Bannu district of

Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province have been

staging a sit-in protest after authorities allegedly fired

on participants of a “peace march” on July 19, which

left at least three people dead and over 20 injured.

[Radio Free Europe] [Euro News]

The rally, attended by thousands, was organized in

response to a recent terrorist attack that killed eight

soldiers at a military housing complex in the region.

Following the attack, the Pakistani Foreign Ministry

summoned the deputy chief of the Afghan Embassy in

Islamabad, urging the Taliban authorities to investigate

the incident and take immediate action against the

perpetrators. Pakistan attributed the attack to Tehrik-i-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a terrorist group based in

Afghanistan, and called on the Taliban to prevent such

cross-border attacks in the future. [Voice of America]

Against the backdrop of the attack on the military

housing complex, over 10,000 people gathered to call

for an end to violence and military operations,

emphasizing that military actions cannot replace

genuine peace efforts. The protesters expressed

frustration over the continued instability despite two

decades of military operations. The demonstration

turned violent when gunfire erupted, leading to

casualties. [Pakistan Today]
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In addition to the Bannu attack, a separate incident

occurred in Dera Ismail Khan, where seven individuals,

including two security personnel and two minors, were

killed in an attack on a health facility. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan: Chaman residents end months-

long protest against strict visa policy

(lm) Residents and traders in Chaman, a southwestern

Pakistani border town, ended their nine-month-long

protest against Islamabad’s strict visa policy on July 21

after the government agreed to the protesters'

demands and released detained individuals.

The protest, which began in November 2023, was in

response to the government’s decision to require

passports and visas for crossing the Chaman border

with Afghanistan, disrupting daily travel and economic

activities for over 15,000-20,000 people.

Previously, local tribesmen and traders could cross the

border with just their National Identity Cards, while

Afghan nationals could enter Pakistan using their

Tazkira, the Afghan national identity document.

However, the new policy only allowed residents of

Chaman and Kandahar to cross with proof of

residence, affecting the economic activities and trade

between the two countries.

The tightened visa policy was part of Pakistan’s

broader security measures following increased militant

violence in its northwestern and southwestern regions,

attributed to the Pakistani Taliban and other militant

groups. In response to the security threats, Pakistan

also began deporting illegal Afghan immigrants, with

over 620,000 deported by November 2023.

The deputy commissioner of Chaman confirmed that

special areas would be designated for laborers to cross

the border with their National Identity Cards. However,

the protesters warned that they would resume their

protest if the government did not adhere to the agreed

conditions. [Arab News]

Pakistan: High Court Justice warns of

filing FIR against IG Islamabad in missing

person case

(ss) Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani of the Islamabad High

Court warned the Inspector General (IG) of Islamabad

Police, Ali Nasir Rizvi, of a potential First Information
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Report registration if a missing person who went

missing earlier last week is not recovered within three

days.

During the hearing, Justice Kayani inquired about the

progress in locating the missing individual and

questioned the police on their examination of CCTV

footage. The petitioner's counsel mentioned that Safe

City cameras provided no leads, but CCTV footage from

a nearby building identified a vehicle involved in the

alleged abduction. This vehicle was seen roaming the

Red Zone near Supreme Court judges' residences.

Assistant Attorney General informed the court that the

vehicle was not found in Islamabad. Justice Kayani

suggested that the vehicle might be with a law

enforcement agency and emphasized that the police

are responsible for tracing the missing person. If the

police fail, the court will hold the IG responsible.

[Dawn]

Pakistan: Family, activists call for

recovery of Hindu girl who went missing

in Sindh in 2021

(lm) Family members and rights activists are urging

authorities in Pakistan's Sindh province to ensure the

recovery of Priya Kumari, a seven-year-old Hindu girl

who went missing on August 19, 2021, in Sukkur. Sindh

has a history of cases involving the forced conversions

and marriages of Hindu girls, often targeting those

from poor families and low castes.

On July 21, a delegation which included Priya's parents

met with Sindh Home Minister Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar.

Although the minister assured them that Priya is alive,

he did not provide a specific timeline for her recovery,

leading to frustration among the activists and family.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Main opposition PTI activist

Sanam Javed walks free after court

declares arrest ‘illegal’

(lm) Sanam Javed, a prominent activist from former

Prime Minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) party, has been released after the Islamabad High

Court declared her arrest illegal. Javed had been

detained for over a year on charges of inciting violence

following Khan’s brief arrest in May 2023, which led to

widespread protests and rioting.
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The court's decision not only ordered her release but

also directed authorities not to arrest her again in any

related cases filed up to July 18, 2024. Her lawyer, Ali

Ashfaq, confirmed that Balochistan Police's request to

transfer her was dismissed, allowing her to return to

her home in Punjab. The court cautioned Javed to

exercise discretion in her social media statements.

The PTI party claims the cases against Javed and its

other members are politically motivated, aimed at

suppressing support for Khan. Pakistani authorities,

however, deny these allegations. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Over USD 370 million recovered

in nationwide campaign against power

theft

(lm) Pakistan has recovered over PKR 105 billion (USD

370 million) in a nationwide campaign against

electricity theft, according to state media reports. The

country's power sector has long struggled with high

rates of electricity theft and distribution losses, leading

to significant debts across the production chain. Since

the campaign began this year, authorities have

arrested 83,000 individuals involved in power theft.

The report follows Pakistan reaching a staff-level

agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

for a USD 7 billion loan. This agreement, which spans

37 months, follows a prior short-term USD 3 billion

program that helped stabilize Pakistan’s economy and

avoid a sovereign debt default.

The IMF has emphasized the need to address energy

sector debt and implement reforms to reduce costs,

improve electricity transmission and distribution,

incorporate captive power into the grid, enhance

governance, and combat theft. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan to push Chinese utilities in Pakistan to switch to

domestic coal

In related developments, Pakistan's Energy Minister,

Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari, announced plans to ask

Chinese power plants operating in Pakistan to switch

from imported coal to coal from Pakistan’s Thar region.

This shift aims to reduce pressure on Pakistan’s foreign

exchange reserves, making it easier to repatriate

dividends and offering better returns in dollar terms.

The transition is expected to save Pakistan over PKR

200 billion (USD 700 million) annually in imports,

reducing electricity costs by approximately PKR 2.5

(USD 0.009) per unit. [Arab News 2]
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IMF deal will improve country’s funding prospects,

Moody’s says

Meanwhile, Moody’s, one of the big three credit rating

agencies, has stated that the new USD 7 billion bailout

deal between Pakistan and the IMF will enhance

Islamabad’s funding prospects from bilateral and

multilateral partners. The rating agency highlighted

that while the IMF program would provide credible

sources of financing and catalyze additional funding,

the key to unlocking this financing consistently would

be the Pakistani government's ability to sustain reform

implementation.

Moody’s also warned that high living costs, due to

higher taxes and energy tariff adjustments, could

increase social tensions and weigh on reform

implementation. Additionally, there are concerns

about the coalition government's electoral mandate

strength to continue implementing these reforms.

[Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif directs tax

authority to bring ‘wealthy’ citizens into

tax net

(lm) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has directed

Pakistan's Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to enhance

revenues by accelerating reforms and bringing wealthy

individuals into the tax net without increasing the

burden on the poor.

This directive follows Pakistan's recent tax-heavy

budget, which set an ambitious revenue target of PKR

13 trillion (USD 47 billion) for the fiscal year 2025. The

budget was crucial in securing a USD 7 billion loan

program from the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

but faced criticism for overburdening the poor.

During a meeting on FBR reforms, Sharif was informed

that 4.9 million individuals who can afford to pay taxes

have been identified using modern technology. He

instructed that these wealthy individuals should be

prioritized for tax inclusion. The prime minister also

highlighted the discovery of PKR 800 billion (USD 2.88

billion) in tax refund fraud over the past four months,

viewing it as a positive outcome of FBR's efforts. He

emphasized the need to improve the tax refund

system and expressed regret over delays in

implementing several FBR projects.

Additionally, Sharif noted that since April 2024, 150,000

retailers have registered through FBR's trader-friendly

mobile application, urging continued consultations
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with retailers to enhance the system's effectiveness.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Population expected to double

by 2050, census data says

(lm) According to the detailed results of Pakistan's

seventh Population and Housing Census 2023, the

country's population is expected to double by 2050,

not 2025, as previously misstated. Pakistan, now the

world's fifth most populous country, has a population

of 241.49 million people, with males making up 51.48

percent and females 48.51 percent. The census, the

first digital census in South Asia, indicates that Pakistan

has the highest population growth rate in the region at

2.55 percent.

The report highlights that the average number of

family members in Pakistan is 6.30, and 96 percent of

the population practices Islam. Age-wise, 36.47 million

people are under five years old, 97.53 million under 15

years, 62.58 million between 15 and 29, and 190.27

million are below 40 years. The literacy rate for

individuals aged ten years and above is 61 percent.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Government approves first

National Drug Survey after 11 year-hiatus

(lm) Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has

approved a new National Drug Survey, the first in 11

years, to address the narcotics issue in the country.

The last survey, conducted in 2012-13, revealed that

approximately six percent of the population, or 6.7

million people, had used substances other than

alcohol and tobacco in the preceding year. The

upcoming survey aims to collect comprehensive and

accurate data from homes, educational institutions,

and slums to understand the extent of drug use and

related disorders.

Naqvi directed the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) and the

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) to finalize the survey

details within 15 days, emphasizing the importance of

authenticity for effective decision-making. He also

suggested involving international development

organizations for their cooperation. The survey will

help formulate strategies to combat drug abuse

effectively. [Arab News 1]
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Rampant drug use fuels divorce rate, ruins hundreds of

families in coastal Karachi village

Meanwhile, rampant drug use in Rehri Goth, a coastal

village in Karachi, is fueling a high divorce rate and

devastating hundreds of families. The village, primarily

home to ethnic Sindhi fisherfolk, has become a hub for

drug peddlers, with addicts often seen on its streets.

Despite police efforts and drug busts, the problem

persists, severely impacting the community,

particularly women.

A social worker, who married a woman divorced by an

addict, conducted a survey revealing 850 divorced

women in the area. A recent incident involved a 14-

year-old girl committing suicide after being forced to

marry an addict. Another social worked, who started a

campaign against drugs after her son became

addicted, highlighted early marriages as another factor

contributing to the high divorce rate. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Yaum-e-Ashura processions held

across country amid heightened security

(lm) Hundreds of thousands of mourners participated

in Yaum-e-Ashura processions across Pakistan on July

17, amid heightened security measures. Yaum-e-

Ashura, the tenth day of Muharram, commemorates

the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, the grandson of

Prophet Muhammad, who was killed in the Battle of

Karbala in the 7th century.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif highlighted Imam

Hussein’s stance against oppression, drawing parallels

with the struggles of people in Palestine and the

Indian-administered part of Kashmir. President Asif Ali

Zardari emphasized the lesson of steadfastness from

the martyrs of Karbala.

The interior ministry approved the deployment of the

army across the country and banned drones during

processions to ensure security. Main processions were

held in cities such as Lahore, Karachi, and Peshawar,

where routes and timings were strictly monitored.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Anti-terrorism efforts being

made ‘controversial’ by ‘political mafia’,

army says
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(lm) Anti-terrorism efforts, including the new "Azm-e-

Istehkam" operation announced by the government,

were being politicized by opposition parties,

particularly the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party of

former Prime Minister Imran Khan, according to

Pakistan’s powerful army.

Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, the current director

of the army’s media wing, criticized a "political mafia"

for trying to make the campaign controversial and

misleadingly presenting it as a purely military

operation. He emphasized that Azm-e-Istehkam is a

comprehensive campaign against terrorism involving

various law enforcement and intelligence agencies,

conducting over 112 operations daily.

The general reported that 137 officers and soldiers had

been killed in anti-terror operations this year and

condemned "digital terrorists" for spreading fake news

and propaganda against the army. He assured that

these digital threats would be countered through laws

and regulation.

These comments came shortly after the federal

government announced plans to ban the PTI and press

treason charges against Khan. Khan, who has been in

jail since August last year, claims the legal cases

against him are politically motivated. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission to

announce presidential election date this

week amid constitutional amendment

debate

(sa) In anticipation of the upcoming presidential

election, Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe

has ordered the publication of a gazette which

proposes amending Article 83(b) of the Constitution,

changing the term limits for the president and

Parliament from "over six years" to "over five years."

[Daily Mirror 1]

The purpose of the bill was to clear the uncertainty

regarding the end of the current President Ranil

Wickremesinghe’s term. The confusion arose from the

circumstances of his election following the resignation

of former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa amid mass

protests in 2022. Wickremesinghe, initially appointed

by Parliament, faced questions about whether his term

would align with the regular electoral cycle or be

subject to adjustment.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-zt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-zi/


The Sri Lankan Constitution mandates a presidential

term of five years, and the tenure of the current

president, who took office in November 2019, is set to

end in November 2024. The Election Commission

clarified that the election must be held one month

before the incumbent president’s term concludes,

ensuring the election takes place as constitutionally

required.

All eyes on election date

Against this backdrop, the Election Commission

clarified that the gazette is unrelated to the upcoming

presidential election, which is expected to occur

between September 17 and October 16. The

Commission also said that the exact date for the

presidential election will be revealed this week. [The

Hindu]

NPP Leader criticizes 22nd Amendment Proposal

Anura Kumara Dissanayake, the leader of the left-wing

National People’s Power (NPP) party, stated that the

proposed 22nd Amendment to the Constitution

requires a referendum, which would cost roughly USD

31 million. Dissanayake suggested the amendment

aims to create confusion among the public. He

highlighted the Supreme Court's ruling that the

President's term is five years, making the amendment

unnecessary. [Daily Mirror 3]

The People’s Action for Free & Fair Elections (PAFFREL)

Executive Director, Rohana Hettiarachchi, echoed

Dissanayake's concerns, criticizing the government for

considering costly amendments during an economic

crisis. [Daily Mirror 4]

The Lawyers' Collective, a prominent legal advocacy

group, also criticized the amendment, claiming it

manipulates the electoral process. They noted that

extending the terms of office would require a two-

thirds parliamentary majority and a public referendum.

The group urged democratic forces to oppose the

amendment, arguing there is no urgency to lower the

term limits. [Daily Mirror 1]

Supreme Court Dismisses Petition to Postpone

Presidential Election

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court dismissed a

Fundamental Rights (FR) petition seeking to postpone

the presidential election. The petitioner claimed that

the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was not

properly passed in Parliament and called for a

referendum.
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The 19th Amendment, enacted in April 2015, aimed to

curtail the powers of the executive presidency and

enhance democratic governance. The court not only

dismissed the petition but also ordered the petitioner

to pay LKR 500,000 (USD 1,650). [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe to

contest as independent; Fonseka entering

presidential race

(sa/lm) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe will

contest the upcoming presidential election, anticipated

to occur in late September, as an independent

candidate. The United National Party's General

Secretary, Palitha Range Bandara, confirmed this,

emphasizing the need for immediate elections to

defeat opposition parties such as the Samagi Jana

Balavegaya (SJB), a center-right party, and the Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a far-left party.

Wickremesinghe's candidacy aims to leverage his

experience and ability to address the nation's

economic challenges. [Daily FT]

Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka to announce candidacy in

early August

In related updates, Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka is set

to announce his candidacy for president at a media

conference between August 7 and 9, according to his

advisors. Fonseka, who is widely recognized for his role

in leading the military campaign that resulted in the

defeat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in

2009, will run as a non-party independent candidate,

supported by several MPs, former MPs, and prominent

figures. [Colombo Gazette]

NPP leader Dissanayake Vows Anti-Corruption Efforts and

Transparency

(sa) Speaking at a public meeting on July 21, 2024, NPP

leader Anura Kumara Dissanayake pledged to fight

corruption and investigate high-profile cases if his

party comes to power. He disclosed possessing files on

President Ranil Wickremesinghe.

Addressing allegations about his overseas visit

expenses, Dissanayake assured no government funds

were used and promised to reveal the costs upon his

return. He challenged President Wickremesinghe,

Tourism Minister Harin Fernando, and Foreign

Employment Minister Manusha Nanayakkara to

disclose their travel expenses.
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Dissanayake affirmed that his government would

enforce the law strictly and take legal action against

corruption without engaging in revenge. [Colombo

Gazette]

Tamil Parties form alliance for upcoming presidential

election

Meanwhile, a coalition of Tamil parties, excluding the

main party Illankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi, signed an

agreement to field a common candidate in the

forthcoming presidential election. This alliance

includes former northern chief minister CV

Wigneswaran's Tamil Progressive Alliance (TPA) and

other parties such as the Tamil Eelam Liberation

Organisation (TELO), People's Liberation Organisation

of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE), Tamil National People's Front

(TNPF), Eelam People's Revolutionary Liberation Front

(EPRLF), and the Tamil People's Congress Association

(TPCA). [Devdiscourse]

Sri Lanka: MP Ali Sabry arrested by police

(sa) Sri Lankan lawmaker Ali Sabri Raheem has

surrendered to police after an open warrant was

issued for his immediate arrest due to his failure to

appear in court for a case filed by an NGO involving

charges of trespassing and property damage.

Previously, he faced a one-month suspension from

Parliament and was involved in a controversy over the

seizure of undeclared gold and mobile phones at

Bandaranaike International Airport last year. [Daily

Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

In other updates, Asanga Abeygunasekara, former

Director of the Institute of National Security Studies,

was arrested on July 21, at Bandaranaike International

Airport. Police detained him at the arrival terminal

following an arrest warrant issued by the Inland

Revenue Department. Abeygunasekara is the son of

Ossie Abeygunasekera, the former leader of the Sri

Lanka Mahajana Pakshaya (SLMP). [Daily Mirror]

According to Asanga, a CPG Senior Research Fellow

and Member of the Distinguished Expert Panel of

CPG’s Peace & Security Center, the charges are

politically motivated.

Sri Lanka: NPP accuses President

Wickremesinghe of misusing state

resources for election campaign
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(sa) The National People's Power (NPP), a left-wing

populist alliance, has accused President Ranil

Wickremesinghe of misusing state resources to

enhance his image ahead of the upcoming presidential

election. NPP politburo member Sunil Hadunnetti

claimed that state funds, vehicles, and resources are

being utilized for the president's election campaign. He

cited examples of Community Police Committees, the

Foreign Employment Ministry, the Sri Lanka Bureau of

Foreign Employment (SLBFE), and the National Youth

Council engaging in activities that target the election.

Hadunnetti also mentioned that the president is

distributing free deeds to deceive the public and using

significant amounts of money for these events. He

urged the Elections Commission to intervene and stop

the misuse of state resources for election

campaigning. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Excessive use of Air Force

helicopters by former presidents

Rajapaksa, Sirisena revealed

(sa) According to the information obtained from the Sri

Lanka Air Force Headquarters under the Right to

Information Act, it was found that former President

Mahinda Rajapaksa made a total of 978 flights using

Air Force helicopters under presidential privilege for

domestic flights between 2005 and 2015. Similarly,

former President Maithripala Sirisena flew 557 times

during his five-year tenure.

This data was disclosed in response to an appeal made

by Sinhala newspaper “ADA” to the Right to

Information Commission after the Air Force

Headquarters initially failed to provide the requested

information. Initially, the request to obtain these

details was sent to the Air Force Headquarters on

December 5, 2022, but the Air Force failed to reveal the

information, leading the newspaper to write to the

Right to Information Commission to obtain the

information. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Public Security Minister alleges

lawyers aided underworld figure's escape

(sa) Amidst speculation surrounding the escape of

notorious underworld figure Kanjipani Imran, Sri

Lanka’s Public Security Minister Tiran Alles claimed that

Kanjipani's lawyers facilitated his escape from the

country following his release on bail. Alles revealed

that some of these lawyers confessed to escorting
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Kanjipani and aiding his departure via boat,

highlighting that certain lawyers profit from criminal

activities.

Known for his involvement in organized crime and

drug trafficking, Imran has been implicated in various

criminal activities and his name is often associated

with other prominent undertwo world figures such as

Makandure Madush. Most recently, he has been

implicated in the so-called Athurugiriya shooting

incident, which resulted in the death of individuals.

According to Minister Tiran Alles, police have arrested

most suspects involved in the shooting. The identities

of the gunmen are known, but their details are

withheld due to ongoing investigations. Minister Alles

clarified that no confirmed reports suggest that the

suspects fled the country, despite speculation. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ultranationalist Gananasara

Thera released on bail

(sa) Sri Lanka’s Court of Appeal ordered the release of

Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) General Secretary Galabodaatte

Gnanasara Thera on bail pending an appeal.

Previously, Gnanasara Thera, a leader of the far-right

ultranationalist political party, was previously

sentenced to four years imprisonment by the Colombo

High Court for hate speech against the Muslim

community's religious beliefs on March 28. The Court

of Appeal granted his release on a cash bail of USD 598

with two sureties of USD 5,975 each. The Colombo

High Court had initially denied his bail application,

citing a lack of exceptional circumstances to justify his

release. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ex-prisoner petitions Supreme

Court to restore voting rights for

incarcerated individuals

(sa) A writ petition has been filed in the Sri Lankan

Supreme Court, seeking an order to direct the Election

Commission to facilitate voting for eligible prisoners

and inmates in remand custody. The petitioner, a

former prisoner, argues that the absence of a voting

process for prisoners violates their constitutional

rights. The petition also claims that the Election

Commission has the authority under Articles 103 and

104B of the Constitution to establish voting guidelines
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for prisoners, and their failure to do so requires

judicial review.

According to Prisons Department data from May,

19,867 remand prisoners, representing 64.7 percent of

the total prison population, are deprived of their right

to vote. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Starlink nears license approval

for operations

(sa) A representative from Elon Musk's Starlink satellite

system recently visited Sri Lanka to advance the

process of obtaining an operating license. The

representative held initial talks with key institutions,

including the Telecommunications Regulatory

Commission of Sri Lanka (TRCSL), and will return soon

to finalize the arrangements.

Recently, Parliament approved an amendment to the

telecom regulatory law, facilitating Starlink's license

application, which had faced delays since March 2024

due to the need for a legal framework for independent

service providers. The TRCSL has already granted

preliminary approval for Starlink's satellite-based

internet services. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: 16 apprehended in CCD's anti-

organized crime operation

(sa) The Colombo Crimes Division (CCD) has

apprehended 16 individuals, including a woman, for

allegedly participating in organized criminal activities.

Initially, a 24-year-old woman was detained in

Colombo due to suspected underworld connections.

Following her arrest, 15 others were taken into custody

for allegedly aiding her in these activities.

These arrests are part of the 'Yukthiya' operation

launched on March 19, targeting the surge in

organized crime in the Western and Southern

Provinces. Since the operation began, 2,398 people

have been arrested, encompassing both direct

participants in organized crime and those suspected of

aiding them. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: State land occupied by

plantation workers to be designated as

settlement villages
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(sa) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe

announced that state land occupied by plantation

workers will be designated as settlement villages. The

Cabinet approved his proposal to identify these areas

on state-managed plantation lands and draft

legislation to formalize them as new villages.

A discussion was held at the Presidential Secretariat,

where all parties agreed on the initiative. The president

proposed starting the legislative process by consulting

regional plantation companies and forming a

committee of parliamentarians and stakeholders to

oversee it. The discussion included key ministers, MPs,

and officials from relevant departments. [Colombo

Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Fundamental Rights petitions

against IGP’s appointment

(lm) The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka has set July 24 for

issuing an order on nine Fundamental Rights petitions

challenging the appointment of Deshabandu

Tennakoon as the Inspector General of Police (IGP).

These petitions sought an interim order to prevent

Tennakoon from performing his duties as IGP. Both

Tennakoon and the Attorney General opposed the

petitions, arguing for their dismissal. [Daily Mirror]

In December last year, the Supreme Court held then-

acting IGP Tennakoon personally responsible for

torture. Before this judgement, there had been reports

of Tennakoon being complicit in attacking peaceful

protests, making death threats to a journalist,

threatening and wrongfully arresting police officers,

interfering with police officers carrying out their duties,

obstructing investigations and abusing state resources

and privileges associated with his position.

Serious human rights violations and crimes have

occurred under his watch as a senior police officer

including Easter Sunday attacks, a series of custodial

and encounter deaths involving the police and

violations of COVID-19 regulations. Tennakoon has also

been accused of failing to comply with orders of the

National Authority for the Protection of Victims of

Crimes and Witnesses, which amounts to contempt of

the Authority and is punishable by the Supreme Court

as an offence against the authority of the court.

Sri Lanka: Senior police official placed on

compulsory leave as part of ongoing
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Easter Sunday investigation

(lm) Senior DIG Nilantha Jayawardena has been placed

on immediate compulsory leave by the National Police

Commission amidst ongoing investigations into the

2019 Easter Sunday attacks, a series of coordinated

bombings targeting churches and luxury hotels,

resulting in significant casualties and widespread

devastation. This disciplinary measure will remain in

effect until the investigations are concluded.

Senior DIG Nilantha Jayawardena, who was serving as

the head of the State Intelligence Service (SIS) at the

time of the attacks, has been under scrutiny following

the events. Numerous investigations, including a

Presidential Commission of Inquiry, were launched to

determine the lapses and failures in intelligence and

security measures. Jayawardena faces allegations of

negligence and failing to prevent the attacks despite

having prior knowledge. The central issue is whether

the attacks could have been prevented if the

intelligence had been properly communicated and

acted upon. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Customs interdict four top

officials over major fraud

(lm) Sri Lanka Customs has interdicted four senior

officials for their involvement in a major fraud

involving the release of an illicit goods container. The

officials, including a Senior Deputy Director, a Deputy

Director, a Superintendent, and an Assistant

Superintendent, are accused of preparing fraudulent

documents to release the container, which had been

detained for months over a pending investigation.

The fraud was uncovered by the newly established

Internal Affairs Unit of Sri Lanka Customs, part of an

initiative to counter corruption as per International

Monetary Fund guidelines. The container, which

arrived from India in February, contained illegal

cosmetics and chemicals without the necessary

approvals from the National Medicines Regulatory

Authority (NMRA) or the Import and Export Controller

General. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Financial package launched for

MSMEs

(sa) The Sri Lankan government has introduced a

comprehensive financial aid package to support micro,
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small, and medium-scale enterprises (MSMEs). This

package includes various financial facilities aimed at

boosting both investment and working capital for

MSMEs across Sri Lanka.

Fifteen participatory financial institutions, including

licensed commercial banks and licensed specialized

banks, have collaborated to offer these loans at

subsidized interest rates. The package comprises two

main components: support for MSMEs and assistance

for MSMEs with non-performing loans.

Under the Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises

Strengthening Investment Loan scheme, loans are

available at a concessional interest rate of 7 percent

for a period of 10 years, with a maximum limit of LKR

15 million (USD 49,500). A total of LKR 13 billion (USD

42.9 million) has been allocated for this scheme. For

MSMEs under the non-performing loans category, a

working capital loan of up to LKR 5 million (USD 16,500)

is provided for a period of 5 years at an interest rate of

8 percent. The total allocated amount for this initiative

is LKR 5 billion (USD 16.5 million). [Daily Mirror 1]

Additionally, the Communications Department of

Parliament announced that party leaders have decided

to debate the Economic Transformation Bill and the

Public Financial Management (PFM) Bill on July 25. This

decision was made at the Committee on Parliamentary

Business meeting today. Parliament sessions are

scheduled from July 23 to 26. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Government repays USD 426.3

million more debt than raised in bonds,

treasury bills

(sa) In the first half of 2024, the Sri Lankan government

repaid LKR 129 billion (USD 426.3 million) more in debt

than it raised through bonds and treasury bills,

according to State Finance Minister Shehan

Semasinghe. During this period, the government

accumulated a total debt of LKR 4,852 billion (USD

16.01 billion) via these financial instruments but

managed to repay LKR 4,981 billion (USD 16.44 billion).

Semasinghe emphasized that while public attention

often focuses on new loans, it's important to

acknowledge the government's efforts to reduce its

overall debt burden. [Daily Mirror 1]

In related developments, experts are optimistic about

Sri Lanka's ability to move beyond its 'restrictive

default' status, which discourages potential investors.

The country has taken crucial measures to restructure

its debt and is awaiting final approval from the
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International Monetary Fund (IMF) for the negotiated

terms with creditors. Once approved, Sri Lanka is

expected to see a change in its status. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Government scraps plan to sell

off indebted national airline

(lm) Sri Lanka has abandoned plans to sell its indebted

national carrier, SriLankan Airlines, despite having

shortlisted three potential buyers, including Malaysia's

Air Asia. The government initially called for bids in

September as part of an International Monetary Fund

(IMF) bailout requirement. Although six firms

expressed interest, and three were shortlisted, the

State Owned Enterprises Restructuring Unit

announced that the sale process was terminated

following a cabinet decision on July 9.

The airline, burdened with over USD 2 billion in debt,

was identified by the IMF for restructuring under a USD

2.9 billion bailout granted after Sri Lanka defaulted on

its USD 46 billion external debt in April 2022. Despite

the decision to cancel the sale, the government will

pursue an "alternate strategy" for the airline. Analysts

have noted the difficulty of finding investors due to the

airline's history of mismanagement and turbulent

partnerships, including a failed 2017 attempt to sell a

49 percent stake and a terminated partnership with

Emirates in 2008. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Court orders arrest of Minister

Jeevan Thondaman

(sa) In Sri Lanka, a local court has ordered the arrest of

Minister of Water Supply and Estate Infrastructure

Development Jeevan Thondaman. The order was

based on a case filed by Kelani Valley Plantations PLC,

accusing Thondaman of storming their premises in

May over an issue regarding the daily wage of

plantation workers. Thondaman and others involved

were supposed to appear in court but failed to do so.

The court has instructed the police to arrest the

suspects and produce them in court on July 26.

[Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Former lawmaker Hirunika

Premachandra granted bail after

conviction
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(sa) Former Sri Lankan lawmaker Hirunika

Premachandra, who was sentenced to three years in

jail in June , has been granted bail by the Colombo High

Court. Premachandra, a member of the Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), was convicted for her involvement in

the abduction and wrongful detention of a youth in

December 2015. She was found guilty of 18 charges

and fined LKR 20,000 (USD 66) for each charge.

[Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Medical Research Institute

faces criticism over insufficient testing

(sa) The Medical Research Institute (MRI), Sri Lanka's

premier laboratory testing and diagnosis institute, has

faced criticism for allegedly neglecting a significant

number of its laboratory tests. Health sector trade

unions claim that 50 percent of MRI investigations are

not being performed, including essential tests like the

Rabies test, Candida tests, ASOT test, and thyroid

stimulating hormone test.

MRI Director Dr. Suranga Dolamulla refuted these

claims, stating that the percentage of unperformed

tests has dropped from 50 percent to 20 percent. He

emphasized that medical experts at MRI determine

which tests are necessary and prioritize the most

crucial ones, despite challenges like insufficient

funding. Dr. Dolamulla highlighted the improvement in

MRI's testing capabilities due to the implementation of

more effective systems and resource efficiency. [the

edition]

Sri Lanka: Committee to assess threats,

provide security for presidential

candidates, former presidents

(sa) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

proposed a Cabinet paper for the forthcoming

presidential election, aiming to ensure the safety of

presidential candidates and former presidents. The

proposal suggests forming a committee to conduct

threat assessments and provide necessary security. A

Deputy Inspector General of Police will also be

appointed to oversee all security arrangements. [ADA]
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Cambodia: Agricultural exports surge to

five-year high in first half of year

(dql) The Cambodian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,

and Fisheries reported that over six million tons of

agricultural products were exported to 77 international

markets, marking a nearly 60 percent increase in the

first half of this year and the highest growth in the last

five years.

The total export value exceeded USD 1.8 billion, with

non-rice products and rice exports contributing

significantly. Raw cashew nuts generated more than

USD 800 million, about one-third of the total export

value, while rice exports were valued at over USD 400

million.

Cassava exports stood at over 2.5 million tons, worth

more than USD 450 million, marking the highest

growth among major agricultural products.

Primary markets included China, Vietnam, and

Thailand, which imported a variety of products such as

bananas, rice, cassava, mango, and lentils. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia: Chinese EV manufacturer to

build EV plant

(dql) Cambodia Prime Minister has disclosed that

Chinese car manufacturing company BYD plans to

build an electric vehicle (EV) plant in Cambodia.
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The prime minister made this announcement in a

social media post after a meeting with Liu Xueliang,

BYD's Asia-Pacific auto sales division general manager,

on July 15. Hun Manet added that the plant will

assemble 20,000 vehicles per year for both the local

and international markets.

In 2020, BYD entered the Cambodian market and

opened its first passenger car sales center in Phnom

Penh, introducing several new energy vehicle (NEV)

models. As of June, 1,614 electric vehicles (EVs) are

registered in Cambodia, including 658 BYD, 261 Toyota,

and 186 Tesla EVs. [Khmer Times]

BYD already has a significant presence in Southeast

Asia, including a factory in Thailand. On July 4, BYD

opened its Thailand plant, marking the roll-off of its 8

millionth NEV. This Thai plant, with an annual capacity

of 150,000 vehicles, is BYD's first wholly-owned

overseas passenger car plant and its first in Southeast

Asia. BYD also plans to invest USD 1.3 billion in

Indonesia to build a plant with a capacity of 150,000

vehicles, expected to start commercial production by

early 2026. [CNEVPOST]

Cambodia: Chinese USD 88 million money

launderer deported

(dql) Cambodia expelled of July 16 Chinese national

Zhang Ruijin who was deported to the country after

serving time in Singapore for money laundering in the

country's largest case.

Zhang, who holds a Saint Kitts and Nevis passport,

entered Cambodia on June 15 after several months in

jail for forgery and money laundering, forfeiting

around USD 88 million in assets.

Cambodia’s General Department of Immigration (GDI)

announced his July 16 departure, stating they

conducted a search after learning of his illegal entry.

Zhang was one of three individuals connected to the

USD 2.2 billion money laundering case deported from

Singapore to Cambodia. He arrived alongside

Cambodian passport holders Chen Qingyuan and Lin

Baoying, who were also convicted in the case. [The

Star]

Cambodia: Three arrested over alleged

false claims on development cooperation
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initiative with Laos and Vietnam

(dql) On July 23, Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen

addressed the public about the Cambodia-Laos-

Vietnam Development Cooperation Triangle (CLV-DTA),

announcing the arrest of three individuals for

spreading false information about the initiative.

Hun Sen condemned claims that the CLV would

compromise Cambodia's sovereignty, calling these

allegations a grave insult. He emphasized that the CLV

is a framework for economic growth and regional

collaboration among Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.

Hun Sen called for the prosecution of those who

misrepresented the facts and insisted that their names

should not be considered for commutes or pardons.

[Khmer Times]

Established in 1999, the CLV Development Triangle

Area includes four Cambodian, four Lao and five

Vietnamese provinces. The initiative seeks to promote

socio-economic development, regional connectivity as

well as exchanges among parliaments, governments,

organizations, and peoples of the three nations

through comprehensive cooperation across multiple

areas, including transport, telecommunications,

energy, trade, investment, industry, finance-banking,

agriculture, tourism and healthcare.

Indonesia: President Jokowi appoints

three deputy ministers close to Prabawo,

raising nepotism concerns

(si) President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo has appointed two

close associates of President-elect Prabowo Subianto

as deputy ministers, aiming to ensure a smooth

transition but raising concerns about potential

nepotism.

Thomas Djiwandono, Prabowo’s nephew, was sworn in

as deputy finance minister, and Sudaryono, Prabowo’s

former aide, as deputy agriculture minister.

Djiwandono will work alongside current Finance

Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati, who is recognized for

her effective fiscal policies, especially during the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Experts worry that these appointments may lead to

cronyism, potentially undermining the economy.

Prabowo's election win has brought investor scrutiny

due to his costly promises, like free school meals for

270 million people. This has caused the rupiah to drop,
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prompting central bank intervention, amid concerns

about rising debt under the new administration.

[TheStar] [Reuters]

The third appointee is Yuliot Tanjung, appointed as a

Deputy Minister of Investment and Deputy Head of the

Investment Coordinating Board (BKPM). He pledged to

ensure a smooth investment flow during Indonesia's

transition to a new government.

After President Joko Widodo swore him in on July 18,

Tanjung emphasized the ministry's dedication to

achieving investment targets and coordinating policies

with other institutional ministries. He assured that

maintaining a stable investment environment is a key

duty for the country's economic growth. [Antara]

Indonesia: Protests erupt in Papua

following military killing of three men

(rm) In Indonesia's Papua region, protests broke out on

July 17 after the military killed three individuals it

claimed were armed pro-independence fighters. The

incident occurred in the Mulia district of Puncak Jaya

regency, where the military identified the deceased as

members of the Free Papua Movement, a group

seeking independence from Indonesia. The military

stated that the men were armed and resisted capture.

The military emphasized the long-standing pursuit of

one of the men, Teranus Enumbi, for alleged violent

acts since 2018, adding that it – together with the

police – would continue to maintain stability and

enforce the law in the region. Contrary to the military's

claims, the West Papua National Liberation Army

denied that the men were members of the

independence movement, calling the killings a human

rights violation.

Protests ensued at the hospital where the bodies were

taken and at the Puncak Jaya police station, with

demonstrators demanding a transparent investigation

and accountability.

The ongoing insurgency in Papua dates back to the

early 1960s when Indonesian forces took control of the

region, which was previously under Dutch

administration. Papuans, who are culturally and

ethnically distinct, claim they were denied the right to

self-determination and have been marginalized since

Indonesian control was formalized in a controversial

1969 referendum. [Benar News]
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Indonesia: Government to launch four

new Special Economic Zones with USD 1

billion investment

(si) The government is set to launch four new Special

Economic Zones (SEZs) with a total investment of Rp

161 trillion (USD 1 billion) in Batam, Sulawesi, and

Bumi Serpong Damai (BSD) in South Tangerang. Acting

Secretary-General of the National Council for SEZ, Rizal

Edwin, announced that regulations are being finalized

to officially establish these zones.

The SEZs include SEZ Nipa in Batam for logistics and

energy, SEZ Edutek Medika Internasional Banten in

BSD for research and the digital economy, SEZ

International Health Tourism in Batam for health

tourism, and SEZ Bungku Green Industry in Morowali

for logistics and energy production and processing.

Since 2012, SEZ investments have reached IDR 205.2

trillion (USD 12.6 billion), creating around 132,227 jobs.

The 2024 target is to employ 38,953 workers, but only

39 percent of this goal has been met by mid-year.

Currently, there are 22 SEZs with 368 business

operators. Additionally, the government is reviewing

proposals for seven new SEZs, including one in the

Nusantara Capital area, focusing on energy and mining

activities. These new zones are expected to become

regional economic hubs, attracting both domestic and

international investors. [JakartaGlobe]

Indonesia: Drug smuggling attempt

thwarted in Riau Islands

(rm) The National Narcotics Agency (BNN) and the

Directorate General of Customs and Excise (DJBC)

successfully intercepted a drug smuggling operation in

the Riau Islands, seizing 106 kg of crystal

methamphetamine on July 17. The drugs were found

on a Singapore-flagged LCT-type foreign ship

navigating the waters of the Riau Islands. The

successful bust resulted from collaborative efforts and

public reports, according to the BNN.

Three foreign nationals from India, who held Singapore

permits, were apprehended in connection with the

smuggling attempt. The suspects were reportedly the

masterminds behind the operation. The BNN

explained that the suspects were not crew members

but had boarded the ship, the Legend Aquarius,

specifically to hide the drugs. They designed a

concealed storage area on the ship's deck, placing the

methamphetamine in a fuel container.
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The ship was reportedly en route to Brisbane,

Australia, but authorities are still investigating the

veracity of this claim. An in-depth investigation is

ongoing to determine the full extent of the smuggling

operation and the suspects' roles. [Antara]

Indonesia: Counter-terrorism body efforts

to protect Indonesian migrants in

Malaysia from terrorism

(si) The National Counter Terrorism Agency (BNPT) is

intensifying efforts to protect Indonesian migrants in

Kinabalu, Malaysia. During a visit to the Indonesian

Consulate General on July 20, BNPT Head Mohammad

Rycko Amelza Dahniel highlighted the importance of

national unity in combating extremism and urged

vigilance against radicalism.

The BNPT's focus was on raising national awareness,

particularly among vulnerable groups like women,

adolescents, and children. Indonesian Consul General

Rafail Walangitan praised the initiative, stressing the

need for constant alertness due to the transnational

nature of terrorism.

BNPT Director of International Legal Instruments,

Imam Subekti, shared research indicating that some

Indonesian migrant workers have engaged in terror-

related activities, including social media propaganda

and fundraising. [Antara]

Laos: VAT on digital platforms to be raised

to 10 percent

(dql) Starting August 1, digital platforms like Google,

Facebook, and Amazon will implement a 10 percent

value-added tax (VAT) on customers in Laos, following

the country's VAT increase from 7 percent.

Users have been notified about the changes, which will

affect various services involving purchases on these

platforms.

Announced in March, the VAT increase aims to boost

state budget revenue and support economic and social

development. It will apply to transactions such as

imports, goods, general services, mineral imports and

supply, and electricity usage.

In the past two years, the VAT rate stood at 7 percent.

However, due to economic challenges, international
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experts and organizations like the World Bank

recommended returning to a 10 percent VAT rate to

prioritize tax collection and refill the state budget. [The

Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Citizenship Amendment Bill

accepted by Conference Rulers says Home

Minister

(oc) On July 19 Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution

Ismail that the Conference of Rulers consented to the

Citizenship Amendment Bill (see AiR No. 29 July/2024, 3

for a discussion on the contents of the Bill and its

importance). Their consent is needed as the Bill

concerns changes to citizenship laws in the Federal

Constitution.

The Minister added that he received negative feedback

on the amendments from the Human Rights

Commission of Malaysia which contended that the Bill

restricts Malaysian citizenship for a variety of people.

Yet, these voices won’t be heard because Saifuddin

clarified that the nine amendments pronounced by the

Bill won’t be changed.

This means that, although there may be widespread

opposition to the changes proposed by the Bill, the

Home Minister has been backed by the Conference of

Rulers and may push things through in October. [Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: Opposition MP banned from

parliament

(oc) Opposition Member of Parliament (MP) Wan

Ahmad Fayhsal Wan Ahmad Kamal was banned from

parliament for six months on July 18.

This move comes after he referenced a poison pen

letter that alleged a civil servant was behind the

takeover of Malaysia Airport Holdings Berhad (MAHB)

and therefore blamed a member of the government.

The controversy around MAHB is centered on its

privatization which ultimately divided public opinion.

[Free Malaysia Today] [Malay Mail]

His suspension has proved largely divisive, as a wave of

support has flocked towards Ahmad Fayhsal. Ex MP

and lawyer N. Surendran believed the government’s
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decision is ‘high handed’ and is absorbed in hypocrisy.

[X]

Malaysia: Home Minister believes

opposition engaged in political extremism

(oc) On July 19 Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution

called for a curb of political extremism stating how it

must be rejected by tolerant Malaysians.

The minister made the statement in light of recent

developments at parliament, where the words ‘Qunut

Nazilah’ were used by opposition MPs to condemn the

banning of Ahmad Kamal from parliament (see article

above). These words were used by the opposition and

were stated in parliament collectively to show outright

loathe towards the decision. [Malay Mail] [X]

‘Qunut Nazilah’ refers to a prayer in time of calamity,

and therefore implies that the opposition view current

circumstances in Malaysia as seriously concerning. But

Saifuddin responded at a press conference, harking

back to Prophet Muhammad’s use of the phrase in

times of atrocity towards the Muslim community. In his

eyes these Islamic principles have been used in a

twisted way because they should never be utilized for,

what he believes, the destruction of political rivals.

He claims that using Qunut Nazilah straight after this

parliamentary decision “is an example of extreme

political practice” which he believes cannot be “an

Islamic practice.” [Islam QA] [Malay Mail] [X]

Malaysia: New king crowned

(oc) The 17th King of Malaysia was officially crowned in

the installation ceremony of Sultan Ibrahim on July 20.

The ceremony was attended by important domestic

politicians and international figures such as Brunei’s

Sultan and Bahrain's King, which amounted to more

than 700 people. Under the Malaysian system he will

be king for 5 years. [Bernama]

The King, a 65-year-old billionaire, is one of the

Malaysia’s richest men and has a variety of businesses

in real estate and telecommunications. He is close to

the Prime Minister, and both are outwardly spoken

about corruption and racist problems in Malaysia and

across the world. [AP News] [Independent]
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Malaysia: New senate President

appointed

(oc) Awang Bemee Awang Ali Basah was appointed as

the 21st President of the Senate on July 22. He

succeeds Mutang Tagal who died in May because of

heart disease. Awang was then nominated by Anwar

Ibrahim.

Born in 1959 he is an experienced lawyer and has

represented the Nangka constituency for three terms

spanning across 1997 to 2011. [Vietnam Plus]

Malaysia: Investment in Johor continues,

as AI hub is strengthened

[oc] Malaysia has invested big in a sophisticated AI hub

in Johor. This comes amidst efforts of the Malaysian

state to enhance and strengthen the AI and

technological industries in order to shift its economy

from manufacturing to technology.

Johor’s new AI hub is a cog in the wheel of a

transitionary phase of Malaysian economic output,

from traditional manufacturing, especially with palm

oils, to a more modern, advanced and diverse

economy. The government has aimed to achieve these

objectives by granting funding to start ups as well as

international tech companies investing in Malaysia.

Further, Johor geography has a particular economic

importance. Situated in southern Malaysia it is close to

the super advanced economy of Singapore. This could

provide an opportunity for Malaysia and Singapore to

economically cooperate at a greater rate because

Johor will offer Singapore cheap costs. [Financial

Times]

Malaysia: Oil tanker captured

(oc) A large oil tanker was located and intercepted by

Malaysia on July 21 after it collided with another ship

and turned off its tracking system. [BBC]

The tanker, Ceres I, fled the scene about 35 miles

northeast of Singapore on July 19 after it crashed with

a tanker.

The large vessel, said to be able to carry 2 million

barrels of oil, had no oil when it was captured. Some
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experts have said that in the past the tanker has

carried Iranian oil.

Kama Azri, the maritime director of Johor state said the

two ships involved will be moved to an unknown

location and investigation will begin. [Reuters]

Myanmar: Military regime deploys newly

trained civilian conscripts to frontlines

(tl) The first group of troops enlisted under Myanmar's

contentious military conscription draft law are being

sent to fight alongside the junta against rebels in the

nation's border regions. With this deployment, the

junta is continuing its effort to bolster its forces in the

wake of severe losses to rebel militias and other ethnic

armies since their coup d'état in 2021. Following the

announcement, a wave of law enforcement

administrator assassinations occurred, sending

thousands of conscription dodgers into rebel-

controlled areas and overseas.

The regime carried out two rounds of conscriptions in

April and May, training about 9,000 new recruits in

total. A third round of conscription began in late May,

with draftees sent to their respective training depots

by June 22. The first batch of recruits completed their

three-month training on June 28, and family members

told RFA Burmese that the new soldiers were sent to

conflict zones in Myanmar's Rakhine and Kayin states,

and Sagaing region, beginning in early July. A mid-April

report by the Burmese Affairs and Conflict Study

indicated that it was nearly 5,000 young people from

across the country.

According to reports from locals in Yangon, the main

city in Myanmar, some of their loved ones were hurt in

fighting in the northern Shan state and have now come

home. Leading Democracy Movement Strike

Committee-Dawei member Min Lwin Oo criticized the

usage of recent recruits with only a little military

education, implying that they are being exploited as

"human shields."

The nationwide Civilian Disobedience Movement

member Kaung Thu Win, a former captain in the

Myanmar military, stated that the junta is in dire need

of more troops and anticipates that almost all new

recruits will be deployed to the front lines. He added

that the junta is losing more and more faith in its

veteran soldiers, despite the fact that it still confronts

numerous obstacles in its propaganda campaign to

entice fresh recruits to battle.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-ydh/


Regarding the assignment of fresh recruits to the front

lines, the junta has not yet disclosed any information.

Soldiers are allegedly being told by the junta that their

war will last five years, however junta representatives

have refuted these stories in public. [Radio Free Asia]

[Burma News International]

Myanmar: Military general sentenced to

14 years in prison

(tl) Brigadier-General Soe Min Htet, a former

commander of the 44th Light Infantry Division, was

jailed for 14 years for his role in a retreat from his base

during a fierce battle with resistance forces for control

of the border town of Myawaddy. The military's

reputation was damaged when the Karen National

Liberation Army and People's Defence Force quickly

sliced through junta positions near and in Myawaddy.

In earlier developments this year, three regime

generals were sentenced to death and four others

given lengthy jail sentences for surrendering to

resistance forces in the Kokang region. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military increases security

forces in second-biggest city

(tl) The military regime’s forces in Myanmar's second-

biggest city, Mandalay, have increased security and

shelled civilians in the region after facing renewed

attacks from an alliance of insurgent forces attempting

to end military rule.

The shells were fired from a junta camp on Strategic

Hill in eastern Mogoke. Over half of the town's

population has fled in the wake of intensified fighting

between junta troops and the Ta'ang National

Liberation Army (TNLA), which has taken control of

western Mogoke. The TNLA and its allies have also

turned their attention to junta bases near Mandalay,

causing the military to step up security in Mandalay

city.

After "Operation 1027" resumed in late June, the

military junta increased the number of outposts

around Mandalay and its historic palace, installing

heavy weapons on top of Mandalay Hill and Yankin Hill.

Troops are also stationed on top of high-rise buildings

in the city's Chanmyathazi township and in Inwa town,

32 km (20 miles) south of Mandalay city, close to a

junta air force base. The junta closed the Mandalay-

Madaya Road after fighting with allied rebel forces
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near Madaya township's Kyauk Ta Dar village. [Radio

Free Asia] [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Activists’ organizations call for

sanctions against Myanmar Economic

Bank and Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise

(tl) On July 15, 240 Myanmar local and international

organizations issued a joint statement urging

coordinated sanctions against the Myanmar Economic

Bank (MEB) and Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise

(MOGE).

According to the joint statement by 240 Myanmar and

International organizations, military junta has used

state-owned enterprises, particularly state-owned

banks and revenues from MOGE, to fund and purchase

weapons, aviation fuel, and access international

financial markets. The EU sanctioned MOGE on 21

February 2022, cutting the junta off from at least USD

500 million without stopping gas exports to China. The

U.S. has only partially sanctioned MOGE and PTT

(Petroleum Business Company), the Thai state-owned

fossil fuel conglomerate, continues to pay tens of

millions in monthly gas revenues to MOGE accounts

controlled by the junta.

On 21 June 2023, the U.S. belatedly heeded calls from

Myanmar civil society to sanction the state-owned

Myanmar Foreign Trade Bank (MFTB) and Myanmar

Investment and Commercial Bank (MICB) but warned

that the junta would switch to MEB and MADB. The EU

and U.K. have failed to sanction any of these banks,

while Canada and Australia have sanctioned only MFTB

and MICB.

A report published on 26 June by the United Nations

Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in

Myanmar shed further light on how weapons and

military supplies continue to make it into Myanmar,

including identifying the financial institutions

responsible for facilitating military procurement

transactions and confirming the continued outsized

importance of gas revenues. The report also shows

how the junta has used gaps in sanctions and moved

procurement to countries willing to leave routes open

for it to get around these actions.

The international community is called on to follow the

recommendations of the Special Rapporteur,

coordinate targeted sanctions on Myanmar's state-

owned banks, gas sector, and aviation fuel, and follow

the EU's lead on sanctioning MOGE. [Burma News
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International] [Progressive Voice Myanmar][Burma

Campaign UK]

Myanmar: Military officers transferred to

civilian roles

(tl) Myanmar has seen a significant increase in civilian

positions held by military officers in 2023, with around

330 officers being appointed to civil service

departments, including the Union Civil Service Board,

and Central Bank, and the Myanmar Economic

Corporation since last year.

Over 280 military officers were transferred between

January and December 2023, with an additional 50

transfers from January 2024 to May 2024. These

officers, ranging in rank from lieutenant to colonel,

took jobs typically held by civilians in ministries

overseeing the economy, health, transport, and

communication.

At least 80 of these officers were transferred to the

Ministry of Home Affairs from January 2023 to May

2024. This influx is seen as a strategic move by the

military junta to maintain control and distrust civilian

governance.

This is in line with a general trend of the rise in

transfers of military officers to civilian positions across

various civil service departments since the coup in

2021.  [Burma News International]

Myanmar: Junta Chief assumes acting

president duties

(tl) Myanmar's acting president, U Myint Swe, has taken

medical leave and has delegated his responsibilities to

military head Min Aung Hlaing. Myint Swe, vice

president of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's democratically

elected administration, was declared mentally

retarded and undernourished by the junta.

The National Defence and Security Council of

Myanmar, formally led by the president, plays a key

role in renewing the state of emergency every six

months, allowing the military broad extra-

constitutional powers. The military claims a state of

emergency is needed to deal with instability caused by

armed opponents of military rule.

U Myint Swe's appointment allowed the council to be

convened to declare a state of emergency and hand
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over power to military head Min Aung Hlaing. General

Min Aung Hlaing currently chairs the ruling military

council of Myanmar and declared himself prime

minister six months after the takeover. The Military

council declared a state of emergency after the Junta

seized control in 2021, and it is scheduled to terminate

at the end of July.

The Myanmar military junta is finding it increasingly

difficult to put an end to the broad armed revolt

nationwide that resulted from its crackdown on

opposition. In 2025, the junta intends to organize new

elections. [Aljazeera][AP News][CNN][Voice of America]

Myanmar: Junta troops and Taung

People's Liberation Army (TNLA) fighting

persists in Shan State

(tl) In northern Shan State, Myanmar military troops

and the Taung People's Liberation Army (TNLA) have

been engaged in a fierce conflict that has resulted in

the destruction of residential buildings and the

destruction of several other areas. The ongoing conflict

has led to the destruction of residential buildings in

Kyaukme, Momeit, and Lashio, with the fighting

continuing for three days in a row.

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA),

one of the alliances of TNLA in the north, has

announced a unilateral ceasefire until the end of this

month, but fighting continues between the TNLA Ta'an

National Army and the Military Council troops. The

TNLA group has not ordered a ceasefire, and the

fighting continues on the ground, with the Chinese

government exerting pressure on the Military Council.

Residents of Kyaukme have reported intense fighting,

with civilians affected and many suffering from deaths.

Social aid organizations have also struggled to carry

out rescue operations due to the intensity of the

fighting.

The fighting between the Military Council and the TNLA

is ongoing in Moe Meyet and Lashio, with residents

reporting continuous shootings and attacks with heavy

weapons. The Military Council is present at Lalo Dam,

and those who cannot escape are sheltering in

monasteries, facing food problems and the loss of

donors.

The exact number of civilian casualties is unknown,

and the Military Council has not released any recent

news regarding the latest situation of the fighting in
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northern Shan State. [Burma News International]

[Voice of America][The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr.

announces immediate ban on offshore

gaming operators

(rr) The Philippines has announced a comprehensive

ban on offshore gaming operators, known as

Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGOs),

targeting an industry that caters primarily to Chinese

gamblers and is increasingly linked to organized crime.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. declared the ban

effective immediately during his state of the nation

address on July 22, citing serious concerns over illicit

activities associated with these operators. Marcos has

given the national gaming regulator until the end of

2024 to shut down all POGOs.

Marcos highlighted that POGOs, which were initially

established under the administration of his

predecessor Rodrigo Duterte, have ventured far

beyond legal gaming activities. They have been

implicated in various crimes, including financial scams,

money laundering, prostitution, human trafficking,

kidnapping, brutal torture, and even murder. The

president emphasized that these activities represent a

grave abuse and disrespect of the country's laws,

necessitating immediate action to shut down all POGO

operations.

China has repeatedly urged the Philippines to shut

down POGOs, citing illegal activities that impact

Chinese nationals. Gambling is banned in China,

except in Macau, and Beijing has been cracking down

on cross-border gambling activities, especially those

involving Southeast Asia.

However, the ban might be challenging to implement

due to the potential loss of significant revenue for the

Philippine government, estimated between PHP 3

billion (USD 51 million) and PHP 14 billion (USD 240

million). The industry employed approximately 25,000

Filipinos and nearly 23,000 foreigners by the end of

2023. Marcos has directed his economic managers and

the Labour Ministry to assist Filipino workers in finding

alternative employment following the shutdown. [CNN]

[The Straits Times]

Philippines: Sen. Sonny Angara takes over

Department of Education
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(lm) Senator Sonny Angara has officially taken over as

the Secretary of the Department of Education (DepEd)

in the Philippines, succeeding Vice President Sara

Duterte.

In his inaugural speech, Angara expressed gratitude

for the opportunity and commitment to enhancing the

education system. Civil society group Tindig Pilipinas

challenged Angara to address the current education

crisis and reconsider the implementation of the

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

Duterte revealed that her resignation was due to

personal and political reasons related to an agreement

with President Marcos Jr. before she became Vice

President. She also clarified that her resignation was

not related to any conflicts with First Lady Liza Marcos.

Additionally, Duterte mentioned that she would not

participate in campaigning for the 2025 senatorial

elections for either President Marcos Jr. or her father’s

political party, as she is still determining her future

political direction. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Manila sea level rising by 2.6

cm per year, study reveals

(rr) A study in the Philippine Climate Change

Assessment report reveals that sea levels in the capital

Manila are rising by approximately 2.6 centimeters per

year, a significant increase from the average rate of 1.3

millimeters per year in the 1900s. This rise is primarily

attributed to excessive groundwater extraction,

causing land subsidence, which exacerbates flooding

and extreme sea levels. The National Adaptation Plan

(NAP) approved by President Marcos Jr. underscores

the compounded impacts of rising sea levels and land

subsidence.

The report highlights that about 60 percent of the

Philippine population and over 50 percent of

municipalities, including Manila, are in coastal zones

and particularly vulnerable to sea-level rise. While

Manila has seen rapid sea level increases, other cities

like Legazpi and Davao have experienced gradual rises,

and no clear trends are observed in Cebu and Jolo.

The Department of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) projects that almost 17 percent of

the Philippines’ islands could be submerged by 2100,

potentially displacing 13.6 million Filipinos. [PhilStar]
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Philippines: Insurgency-free country

achievable by 2028, peace advisor says

(lm/rr) President Marcos Jr.'s administration aims to

make the Philippines insurgency-free by the end of

2028, a goal deemed achievable by Secretary Carlito

Galvez Jr. of the Office of the Presidential Adviser on

Peace, Reconciliation, and Unity. Speaking at the

Saturday News Forum in Quezon City, Galvez

highlighted the country's promising economic

trajectory and the collaborative efforts of national

agencies to address the root causes of conflict.

Galvez praised the Armed Forces of the Philippines and

the Philippine National Police for their significant

progress in weakening insurgent forces. The number

of active guerrilla fronts has been reduced to a few

areas, primarily Samar, the Bicol Region, and Negros

Island. Notably, the Davao Region, once dominated by

the New People’s Army, was declared insurgency-free

in September 2022, following similar declarations in

the Ilocos Region and Zamboanga Peninsula.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: More than 110 clan wars

resolved in Bangsamoro Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao

(rr) The Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao (BARMM) has successfully resolved 113 rido,

or clan wars, as part of the government's broader

peace and security initiatives. Mohd Asnin Pendatun,

BARMM Cabinet secretary, announced this progress,

highlighting it as a unique aspect of the region's peace

efforts, which also include a decommissioning process

under the peace agreement. Pendatun emphasized

that while vertical conflicts between groups and the

government have been addressed, the resolution of

clan wars aims to further reduce horizontal conflicts.

[PhilStar]

Additionally, Pendatun noted a significant reduction in

poverty within the region. From 2018 to 2021, poverty

incidence dropped from 55.9 percent to 39 percent,

and further decreased to 34 percent by last year,

marking BARMM as the only region to achieve such a

substantial reduction. President Marcos Jr. aims to

reduce this rate to single digits by 2028.

Pendatu highlighted forthcoming investments and a

better peace and security situation as key factors in

this progress. In 2023, investments worth PHP 3.1

billion (USD 52.7 million) created 1,927 job
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opportunities. There are also plans to develop natural

resources, including natural gas in Liguasan Marsh.

[Philippine News Agency]

Singapore: 2.7 million citizens eligible to

vote in next general election

(sm) The revised voter rolls for Singapore's next

general election, set to take place by November 2025,

have been certified and are available for public

inspection starting July 23. A total of 2,715,187

Singaporeans are eligible to vote, an increase of 5,732

from the last revision in July 2023. [The Straits Times]

[Elections Department]

Singapore: Two individuals issued

restriction orders after self-radicalizing

with Gaza war-related content

(lb) Two self-radicalized Singaporeans, a 14-year-old

male and a 33-year-old female, were issued Restriction

Orders (ROs) under the Internal Security Act in June

and July. Both were radicalized online, primarily

triggered by the ongoing Israel-Hamas war. The youth

aspired to fight for the Black Flag Army, a prophesied

Muslim army, and considered attacks in Singapore,

while the woman supported the Axis of Resistance,

political and military alliance in the Middle East that

includes several Islamist militant and terrorist

organizations, and advocated violence against Israelis

and Jews. [Singapore Ministry of Home Affairs]

ROs under Singapore's Internal Security Act impose

several conditions on individuals deemed security

threats due to radical activities. These include

restrictions on movement, communication, and

association, as well as regular reporting to the

authorities. Individuals under RO cannot change

residence, travel, or access the internet without

permission. They must undergo rehabilitation

programs, including religious and psychological

counseling, and are closely supervised to ensure

compliance and support their reintegration into

society.

Singapore: Semiconductor manufacturing

capacity expanded by 11 percent
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(lb) Singapore is ramping up efforts to expand its

semiconductor manufacturing capacity, targeting

growth in chip production for mobile phones and

computers. JTC, Singapore’s industrial planner,

announced plans to increase land availability in the

country’s wafer fabrication parks by 11 percent. This

move aims to attract more leading semiconductor

companies amidst the global surge in artificial

intelligence (AI) technologies. Currently, Singapore

hosts bases for nine of the top 15 semiconductor

firms, including Micron and Siltronic, with these

companies concentrated across four major fabrication

parks spanning 374 hectares. The semiconductor

sector in Singapore not only plays a pivotal role in its

manufacturing output, accounting for nearly 20

percent, but also employs over 18,000 people,

underscoring its critical economic contribution.

[Communications Today]

Singapore: Key exports decline by 8.7

percent in June

(sm) Singapore's key exports experienced a sharper-

than-expected decline in June, with non-oil domestic

exports (NODX) falling by 8.7 percent year on year,

extending May's 0.7 percent contraction. This

unexpected drop, driven by fluctuations in shipments

of volatile products like non-monetary gold and

electronics, surprised analysts who had anticipated

only a 1.3 percent decline. On a seasonally adjusted

basis, NODX dipped 0.4 percent to USD 10.29 billion,

slightly improving from the 0.7 percent drop in May.

Despite this, overall trade grew by 1.2 percent year on

year.

Electronic exports fell sharply by 9.5 percent, reversing

the 19.6 percent growth seen in May, due to decreased

shipments of telecommunications equipment, disk

media products, and integrated circuits. However,

analysts remain hopeful, noting incremental

improvements in the electronics sector since May

2023. Non-electronic shipments also declined by 8.5

percent, largely due to a 51.1 percent drop in non-

monetary gold exports.

Exports to major markets, except for Thailand,

Malaysia, Indonesia, and the eurozone, saw declines.

Analysts caution about uncertainties, including

geopolitical conflicts and economic policies, which

could disrupt supply chains and affect import demand,

potentially delaying a full recovery. Despite these

challenges, the outlook for a gradual recovery remains

optimistic. [The Business Times] [Enterprise Singapore]
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Singapore: All active army units to be

equipped with new light machine gun by

end of July

(sm) By the end of July, all active units in the Singapore

Army will be equipped with the new Colt Infantry

Automatic Rifle (IAR) 6940E-SG, replacing the

Singapore-made Ultimax 100 Section Automatic

Weapon (SAW) that has been in service since 1982. The

new light machine gun (LMG) is described as more

reliable, accurate, and ergonomic.

The Singapore Armed Forces, in partnership with the

Defence Science and Technology Agency (DSTA),

evaluated the Colt IAR against factors such as

operational effectiveness, reliability, maintenance, and

cost before procurement. Despite questions on other

weapons considered and the specifics of the

procurement, DSTA highlighted the thorough

evaluation process to ensure the new weapon meets

the army's needs. [The Straits Times] [CNA]

Thailand: Constitutional Court's ruling on

Move Forward Party dissolution case set

on August 7

(msz) The Thai Constitutional Court has announced

that it will deliver its verdict on August 7 regarding the

potential dissolution of the main opposition Move

Forward Party (MFP), the largest party in Parliament’s

lower house. [Bangkok Post 1] [Reuters]

The case originated from an Election Commission (EC)

petition to disband MFP over its proposal to amend a

law protecting the monarchy from criticism. This

campaign, which the party ceased following a court

order earlier this year, has led to allegations that MFP

intended to undermine the monarchy, though the

party denies any wrongdoing [see AiR No. 6,

February/2024, 1]. In addition to disbanding the party,

the EC sought the revocation of the rights of party

executives to stand for election and prohibit them

from registering or serving on the executive of a new

party for 10 years under Sections 92 and 94 of the

organic law on political parties.

MFP leader Chaithawat Tulathon expressed confidence

in their legal defense, asserting that their actions did

not threaten the governance system. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Ex-Buri Ram governor Mongkol

elected new upper house speaker

(lm) The newly elected upper house of the Thai

parliament, the Senate, elected the former governor of

Buri Ram province, Mongkol Surasajja as the new

Senate speaker. Mongkol wong by a significant margin

over two other candidates, receiving 159 votes, while

media academic Nantana Nantavaropas garnered 19

votes and former politician Premsak Piayura obtained

13 votes. Four senators abstained and five ballots were

invalid. [Bangkok Post]

Mongkol’s victory strengthens the influence of the

Bhumjaithai Party, the second-largest party in the

governing coalition led by Interior Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul, in the Senate. Mongkol has close ties

with Bhumjaithai and Newin Chidchob, the party's

patriarch, from his tenure as Buri Ram governor. [The

Nation]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha

overtakes MFP chief advisor Pita in

popularity survey

(lm) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has become the

most popular politician in Thailand, surpassing

opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) adviser Pita

Limjaroenrat, according to a LINE TODAY survey

conducted from July 1 to 20. In the poll, which involved

about 21,000 participants, Srettha received 8,742 votes

(40.13 percent), followed by Pita with 7,425 votes

(34.09 percent), and Democrat leader Chalermchai Sri-

on with 1,966 votes (9.03 percent). Sirikanya Tansakul,

deputy leader of the MFP, ranked fourth with 565

votes, and Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin

came fifth with 479 votes.

Notably, Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and

Pheu Thai leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra did not

make the top 10, ranking 12th and 13th, respectively.

This marks a shift from previous polls where Pita

usually led.[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Budget increase bill passes first

parliamentary hearing

(bk) On July 17, the lower house of the Thai parliament

approved the first reading of the government's THB

122 billion (USD 3.4 billion) mid-year supplementary

budget bill aimed at funding the digital wallet scheme,
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with 297 votes in favor and 164 against. Notable

absentees included MPs from the government

coalition and the opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP). A 32-member committee has been formed to

review the bill over two days before it returns to the

house for its second and final readings by July 31. [Thai

PBS World 1]

The approval was secured despite numerous concerns

raised by opposition parties during a day-long debate

on the scheme, particularly regarding the questionable

legality of its tentative funding arrangement, which

culminated in their decision to vote against the bill.

[Thai PBS World 2]

In his defense of the proposed additional funding,

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin emphasized the urgent

need for an interim budget increase to accelerate

economic recovery ahead of the scheduled 2025 fiscal

budget. The increase of THB 122 billion (USD 3.4

billion) will be sourced with THB 10 billion (USD 0.3

billion) from tax revenue and THB 112 billion (USD 3.1

billion) from a loan. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government moves towards

regulating cannabis use instead of re-

criminalization

(lm) Thailand's government, under Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin, is pivoting towards legislating the

control of cannabis use rather than re-listing it as a

narcotic, indicating another policy shift. Deputy Prime

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who has championed the

decriminalization of cannabis for medical and

economic purposes through his Bhumjaithai Party,

announced the change following discussions with the

Prime Minister and other high-ranking officialson July

23.

Thailand initially decriminalized marijuana in 2022,

becoming one of the first Asian countries to do so.

However, the lack of clear regulations led to an

explosion of recreational use, sparking public concern.

Anutin, the then-Minister of Public Health, had drafted

a bill to regulate cannabis use, but it failed to pass

before the general election last year.

The current government, led by the Pheu Thai Party,

has maintained that recreational cannabis use will not

be permitted under new regulations. Prime Minister

Srettha had earlier stated that cannabis would be put

back on the narcotics list, with exceptions for medical

use and research, giving officials until the end of the

year to draft the necessary rules.
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Amid these developments, Anutin hosted former

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra at his resort,

emphasizing that the meeting was social and not

political. There had been speculation that

disagreement over cannabis policy was causing

tension within the coalition government.

The domestic cannabis retail sector in Thailand has

grown rapidly, with tens of thousands of shops

opening in the past two years, and the industry is

projected to be worth up to USD 1.2 billion by 2025.

Bhumjaithai, the second-largest party in the coalition,

has consistently supported cannabis for health and

economic purposes, opposing re-criminalization.

Anutin, also the Interior Minister, stated that the

government would discuss plans for a draft bill to

regulate the cannabis industry, and political parties

might submit their drafts to parliament. Proposed

regulations to re-criminalize cannabis are still in

motion but have not yet cleared the Narcotics Control

Board. Anutin, a board member, has vowed to vote

against the re-criminalization plan.

The Office of the Narcotics Control Board proposed

that the new rules take effect from January 1, 2025,

providing a grace period for operators to adapt and

apply for new licenses. The new regulations would

prohibit the possession, import, and sale of cannabis

flowers and resin without proper licenses from the

Ministry of Public Health, while parts with low

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content, such as leaves,

roots, fibre, and stems, would not be re-criminalized.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party

seeks to legalize porn, sex toys

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP) has proposed a bill to amend the Criminal Code

to legalize the adult entertainment industry, including

pornographic materials and sex toys. Currently, all

adult materials are banned under Section 287 of the

Criminal Code. If the amendment passes, only certain

kinds of adult content, such as those depicting sexual

violence or involving minors, will remain banned.

The MPF stated that the goal is to bring the adult

content industry into the open for regulation and

discussion, not to promote easy access to such

materials. The party believes legalizing the industry will

benefit the economy through taxation and protect

workers from exploitation.
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The Democrat Party has expressed support for

legalizing sex toys, citing economic benefits. A public

hearing and consultations with various state agencies

have been conducted.

Concerns include potential increases in sex-related

crimes and the need for mechanisms to prevent those

under 20 from participating in the adult industry. The

Ministry of Justice and the Royal Thai Police have also

raised concerns about the bill's clarity and potential for

abuse by corrupt officials. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Wan Ubumrung confirms switch

to Palang Pracharath Party; father

Chalerm may follow

(lm) Wan Ubumrung, a former lawmaker for Bangkok

with Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai Party, has confirmed

that he is switching allegiance to the Palang Pracharath

Party (PPRP), and his father, Chalerm Ubumrung, may

also join him.

The Ubumrung family has been a powerful political

force in Bang Bon district, Bangkok, for decades.

However, Wan faced a significant defeat in the May

election last year, losing by over 20,000 votes to

Rukchanok Srinork, a newcomer from the Move

Forward Party.

The father and son duo recently met with Gen Prawit

Wongsuwon, the PPRP leader and former deputy

prime minister in the previous military-linked

government. Gen Prawit invited Chalerm to join PPRP,

and Chalerm agreed, provided he is released from his

current party duties.

The meeting took place after Wan’s resignation from

the Pheu Thai Party earlier this month amid internal

criticism for socializing with a political rival who is also

an old family friend during a local election vote-

counting session. His father Chalerm, aged 77, has also

expressed his intention to switch parties as well.

[Bangkok Post 1]

However, Chalerm remains a list-MP for the Pheu Thai

Party, meaning the party must initiate impeachment

proceedings for him to make the switch. Party

Secretary-General Sorawong Thienthong already

indicated that there is no basis to expel Chalerm, as

expulsion requires a breach of party rules as

determined by an ethics committee. If Chalerm

resigns, he loses his parliamentary status, but if

expelled, he can retain it by joining a new party within

a legal deadline. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Of note, Wan might not be making the move alone; his

son, Archawin Ubumrung, currently serving as an

adviser to Digital Economy and Society Minister Prasert

Jantararuangtong. However, Wan has so far denied

reports that suggested such a move. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Ruling Pheu Thai Party to rally

base in Surin province

(lm) A recent visit by Thailand's former Prime Minister

Thaksin Shinawatra, the de facto leader of the ruling

Pheu Thai Party, to Surin province has sparked

speculation about the region becoming a key

battleground for the next general election. The Pheu

Thai Party, which dominated Surin in the 2019

elections, lost ground to the Bhumjaithai Party,

currently a key component of the ruling coalition, in

the last general election.

Thaksin's visit is seen as part of Pheu Thai's strategy to

regain local support. Analysts suggest that Thaksin

needs to reconnect with political allies to restore the

party's election success, especially as Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin's popularity declines. The party also

faces competition from the main opposition Move

Forward Party (MFP). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Election Commission, Medical

Council examine Senator Keskamol’s

credentials amid allegations

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) will

investigate Senator Keskamol Pleansamai's claim of

holding a PhD in political science plus a professorship

from California University. Keskamol garnered the

highest number of votes in the recent Senate election.

If the claim is found to be false or misleading, she

could face up to 10 years in prison and/or a fine of up

to 200,000 THB (USD 5,600). Two complaints were filed,

alleging her claim violated Section 77 of the 2018

Senate election law by influencing voters deceitfully.

Despite the complaints, her senatorial position was

acknowledged because the law does not specify a

minimum educational degree for candidates.

Keskamol's association with the National Institute of

Development Administration (NIDA) and Maejo

University was also scrutinized, with NIDA confirming

she is not a student there, while Maejo University

stated she is a second-year student in a doctoral

program. She has since removed the PhD abbreviation
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from her social media. [Bangkok Post 1] [Thai PBS

World 1]

As a side note, the California University in question

refers to the California University Foreign Credential

Evaluation (CUFCE). CUFCE does not conduct classes

but provides academic credential assessment services.

Since CUFCE is not recognized by Thailand’s Office of

the Civil Service Commission (OCSC), its qualifications

generally do not suffice to secure a public sector

position. CUFCE contends that the Thai Parliament has

endorsed California University FCE equivalency

degrees as equivalent to degrees from accredited Thai

public universities – a claim that the Secretary General

of the House of Representatives has categorically

denied. [Thai PBS World 2] [Thai PBS World 3] [Thai

PBS, in Thai]

In parallel, the Medical Council of Thailand is preparing

to charge Keskamol for falsely claiming to be a skincare

specialist without proper certification. This

determination was made on July 12, finding that

Keskamol violated Section 32 of the Medical

Professions Act by publicly describing herself as a

specialist. While she holds a medical degree from

Rangsit University, she lacks the necessary certification

to be recognized as a skincare specialist.

Out of the 76,000 doctors in Thailand, 40,000 are

certified specialists. General practitioners cannot claim

specialist status without additional certification.

Violations of Section 44 of the Medical Professions Act

can result in up to a year in prison, a fine of THB

10,000 (approximately USD 280), and the revocation of

their medical licenses.

The council will further discuss the matter on August 8.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Ex-senator's son held in online

gambling scandal

(lm) Narote Piriyarangsan, 33, the son of former

senator Sangsit Piriyarangsan, was arrested for his

involvement in an online gambling network and its

payment system. Police confiscated assets worth over

THB 400 million (USD 11.2 million) during raids at three

locations in Bangkok. The assets included luxury cars,

bank passbooks, ATM cards, computers, and mobile

phones.

Narote’s father, Sangsit, is an economist known for his

work on corruption and gambling. Alongside Narote,

police also arrested Narayut Narakaew, 39, owner of a
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gambling website. Both men face charges of operating

an online gambling website and money laundering.

Investigations revealed that the gambling site had

been in operation for about four years, with a payment

system using QR code scans and bank accounts to

avoid facial recognition. The system, which facilitated a

monthly turnover of approximately THB 5 billion (USD

140 million), had been in use for around eight months.

Police have issued arrest warrants for 14 suspects

connected to this case. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Six academics sacked for

research paper

(lm) Six academics from three Thai universities have

been dismissed and eight others are under

investigation for research paper fraud, as revealed by

the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research

and Innovation (MHESI). The dismissed individuals

include three lecturers from Khon Kaen University, two

from Chiang Mai University, and one from Chulabhorn

Royal Academy. These individuals will also face

criminal charges.

The investigation, which began following a report in

August last year, involved allegations against 109

academics from 33 universities. It uncovered that a

lecturer from Chiang Mai University had bought a

research paper for THB 30,000 (USD 840), and

identified five websites offering such services. Among

those implicated is a former high-ranking executive of

Thaksin University.

Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi announced that a

committee has been formed to investigate the issue,

demanding evidence from the universities within 15

days. The investigation is expected to conclude next

month.

The ministry plans to enforce stricter measures for the

disclosure and submission of higher education data to

prevent future incidents. Universities will be required

to submit the educational data of their graduates for

verification by the ministry. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha Anti-

Money Laundering Office to target assets

of big drug syndicates
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(lm) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has directed the

Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) to prioritize

seizing assets from major drug syndicates to disrupt

the narcotics trade. Speaking at an AMLO meeting,

Srettha emphasized the need to target the financial

resources of large drug networks, which are critical to

the operation of the narcotics trade.

Amlo's report highlighted the seizure of assets worth

at least THB 523 million (USD 14.644 million) in drug-

related cases between 2023 and 2024, including

significant seizures from networks operated by

Charnchai Khlonglu, Tun Min Latt, and Chaiyanat

"Tuhao" Kornchayanant.

Srettha stressed the importance of swift action to

impound assets linked to drug money laundering and

urged collaboration between AMLO and other

agencies, such as the Royal Thai Police, to enhance the

efficiency of asset seizures. He also called for attention

to illegal money from online gambling and scams, with

seized assets to be used for compensating victims.

The prime minister also discussed international

cooperation on drug suppression with Angela

Macdonald, the Australian ambassador to Thailand,

and planned similar discussions with the US

ambassador, Robert F Godec.[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police officer-run call center

scam busted in Chiang Mai

(msz) The chief inspector at Hang Dong police station

in Chiang Mai, Pol Lt Col Bandit Khonkan, was arrested

on charges of running a call center scam gang. The

Chiang Mai Provincial Court had issued a warrant for

his arrest on charges of operating a

telecommunications business without permission.

Bandit denied being the ringleader, claiming he was

only a gang member with Chinese partners.

His arrest followed the detention of his daughter  and

three others, including a Myanmar national, during

raids in Chiang Mai. Police discovered around 12 GSM

gateways, devices used to convert cellular networks

into domestic phone numbers for scams. The gang,

based in Myanmar, made over 3.6 million fraudulent

calls, convincing victims they were from Thai

government agencies. The investigation continues to

track down other conspirators. [Thai PBS World]

[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Court to mull 2004 Tak Bai

incident

(lm) A court in Thailand's Narathiwat province will

decide next month whether to accept a lawsuit against

nine former top officials accused of murder, unlawful

detention, and misconduct related to the Tak Bai

incident nearly 20 years ago. This lawsuit, filed on April

26 by 48 plaintiffs who are either injured victims or

relatives of the deceased, seeks justice beyond the

financial compensation previously offered by police

and prosecutors.

The Tak Bai incident occurred on October 25, 2004,

when security forces dispersed a rally at Tak Bai police

station, resulting in seven deaths at the scene and 78

more from suffocation or organ failure during

transport to a military camp. The plaintiffs' move

comes just before the 20-year statute of limitations

expires in October.

Adilan Ali-Ishoh, representing the plaintiffs, mentioned

that the court had two preliminary hearings and will

decide on August 23 whether to proceed with the trial.

The accused include a former army region

commander, a former police chief, a former governor,

and a former police superintendent, with three directly

involved in the incident.

There is concern that the defendants may delay court

proceedings, potentially evading justice if the statute of

limitations expires. Lawyer Useng Doloh criticized the

police for not gathering evidence and prosecuting the

high-ranking officials involved, emphasizing that the

expiration of the statute of limitations would eliminate

any hope for justice. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Man kills police officer, then

himself after taking family hostage in

Bangkok

(lm) A man who was reportedly mentally ill committed

suicide after killing a police lieutenant colonel who was

attempting to negotiate an end to a family hostage

situation at a house in Bangkok over the weekend. A

police senior sergeant major was also slightly injured.

The gunman had been holding his family hostage,

including his 15-year-old daughter, who was pistol-

whipped. The daughter revealed that her father had

four guns and ammunition. The man had a history of

mental illness and had not taken his prescribed

medication for a year. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Move Forward Party announces

Lamphun PAO Chief candidate

(bk) On July 19, the main opposition Move Forward

Party (MFP) introduced Weeradetch Phupisit as its

candidate for the Chief Executive position in the

Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO) of

Lamphun, a province in northern Thailand neighboring

Chiang Mai. Weeradetch, the son of a former PAO

Chief of Lamphun and Chairman of the Lamphun

Chamber of Commerce, joined the MFP's predecessor,

the Future Forward Party, from its inception and has

long served as a coordinating member of the MFP in

the province. He is now transitioning from a

background role to a frontline political position.

In Thailand, the PAO serves as the provincial-level local

government body, handling administrative and

developmental duties, except for Bangkok, which

operates under a different administrative framework.

Addressing MFP supporters, Chaithawat Tulathon, the

opposition leader from the MFP, remarked that the

first step in initiating structural governance reforms to

achieve full decentralization nationwide began at the

local administrative level, namely the PAO [see AiR No.

10, March/2024, 1]. According to Chaithawat, the PAO

plays an integral role in tackling over 80 percent of

community grievances.

Pita Limjaroenrat, a list MP and Chief Advisor to the

MFP leader, reiterated the importance of the PAO,

highlighting its substantial annual budget of THB 420

million (USD 12 million). He expressed confidence in

Weeradetch's victory, noting Lamphun's strong voter

turnout and support for the MFP in the 2023 general

elections.

Weeradetch will be competing against Anusorn

Wongwan, the current PAO Chief of Lamphun running

for another term with the backing of the old Red-shirt

power base. The Red-shirts refer to a political

movement that originated in early 2009. It has a

history of close, though currently somewhat

weakened, affiliation with the ruling Pheu Thai Party

and former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

[Thairath, in Thai] [Matichon, in Thai] [Prachatai, in

Thai]

To date, the MFP has lined up POA Chief candidates for

Phuket, Udon Thani, Trat, Chiang Mai, Lamphun, and

Ratchaburi. [X (formerly, Twitter), in Thai] Unlike the

MFP, other major political parties have remained

largely reticent about their prospective lists.
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Thailand: Sale of rice stockpile from

Yingluck era concluded

(bk) Thailand’s Public Warehouse Organisation (PWO)

has wrapped up a deal to sell 15,000 tons of rice

stockpiled from the Yingluck Shinawatra

administration's 2011-2014 rice-pledging scheme,

ending a nearly two-month delay after the top three

bidders were disqualified for not meeting the bid

requirements [see AiR No. 29, July/2024, 3].

The deal has been secured with two companies: Sup

Saengthong Rice and Sahatan Company. Both

companies are scheduled to sign the contracts on July

23 and must make a down payment of 5 percent of the

contract price within 15 days. This sale is expected to

generate approximately THB 244 million (USD 6.71

million) in revenue for the state. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Former Civilized Party leader

Mongkolkit in hot water for no show

(lm) Thailand’s National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC) has charged former Thai Civilized Party (Phak

Thai Siwilai) leader Mongkolkit Suksintharanon with an

ethics violation for missing a parliament meeting to

take technical college students to a movie in 2021. The

NACC determined that his absence from the December

15, 2021, meeting was unnecessary and negligent,

impacting the House of Representatives' image and

violating parliamentary conduct regulations. The

charge followed a complaint by political activist

Ruangkrai Leekitwattana.

Mongkolkit defended himself, claiming he had

submitted a leave request to parliament and that the

film screening occurred after the meeting had

concluded. He expressed concerns about the NACC's

legal compliance in handling the proceedings and

stated his intention to challenge the charge in the

Administrative Court if necessary. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party leader

Paetongtarn clears air as ex-MP resigns

(lm) Paetongtarn Shinawatra, leader of the Pheu Thai

Party, addressed the resignation of former Bangkok

MP Wan Ubumrung, clarifying that the party holds no

grudges against him. Wan's resignation came after he
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was seen fraternizing with Pol Lt Gen Kamronwit

Toopkrajang, a candidate from the rival Khon Rak

Pathum party, during the ballot counting for the

Provincial Administrative Organisation (PAO) chairman

in Pathum Thani on June 30. Although Kamronwit lost

to Pheu Thai's candidate Charn Phuangphet, the

encounter upset some Pheu Thai members.

Wan explained that his meeting with Kamronwit, a

close family friend, took place after polls closed and

did not affect the election outcome. Despite this, Wan

felt that the party's reaction indicated he was no longer

considered an asset, leading to his resignation.

Paetongtarn emphasized that the party’s interaction

with Wan aimed to clarify internal concerns and that

she wished him success in his future endeavors.

Paetongtarn also mentioned plans to address

criticisms from Worachai Hema, a red-shirt leader,

regarding Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin’s provincial

visits. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police ‘violated teen mall

shooter’s rights’, human rights

commission says

(lm) The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of

Thailand has criticized the police for violating the rights

of a 14-year-old boy who killed three people during a

shooting at the Siam Paragon shopping mall in October

last year. The commission received complaints from

the Union for Civil Liberty, highlighting that the police

failed to prevent third parties from disseminating

images and video footage of the minor, thus violating

his privacy and rights. NHRC has urged the Royal Thai

Police to investigate the facts of the case. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Committee to review THB 30

billion fertilizer subsidy amid farmer

concerns

(lm) The National Rice Policy and Management

Committee is set to review Thailand's THB 30 billion

(USD 840 million) fertilizer subsidy program for 4.68

million rice farmers following widespread criticism of

its co-pay requirement.

The subsidy, approved on June 25 and intended to cut

farmers' costs, offers up to THB 500 per rai (1,600

square meter) or a maximum of THB 10,000 per
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person, but requires farmers to pay half the costs

upfront. Farmers have expressed concerns about

needing loans to cover this upfront cost and being

restricted to purchasing from specific cooperatives.

Government and opposition lawmakers have criticized

the scheme, highlighting that the new program could

lead farmers to incur more debt and is prone to

corruption due to involving a middleman. Additionally,

there are not enough cooperatives to distribute the

fertilizer, and the scheme could disrupt their existing

sales programs. [Bangkok Post 1]

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Capt Thamanat

Prompow echoed these concerns and has directed a

review, acknowledging that most farmers cannot meet

the co-payment requirement. The permanent

secretary for agriculture, Prayoon Insakul, highlighted

that 2.91 million farmers have begun planting, covering

39.6 million rai (63,360 square kilometers).

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce

Minister Phumtham Wechayachai defended the

scheme, stating it was intended to reduce production

costs and did not replace the previous THB 1,000 per

rai subsidy, which aimed to stabilize falling prices and

could be reintroduced if needed. The program's delay

was attributed to poor communication between MPs

and farmers. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: 115 square kilometers of land

distributed to landless farmers to

celebrate King’s birthday

(lm) To mark the 72nd birthday of King Maha

Vajiralongkorn, the Thai government is distributing 115

square kilometers of unused state land, previously

held by the military, to poor, landless farmers. Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin announced this initiative in

his weekly broadcast, noting that the project will begin

in Nakhon Phanom province. He emphasized the

government's focus on forest conservation, water

management, and public health improvement projects,

aligning with the King's initiatives.

Additional efforts include distributing 72,000 sets of

prosthetics and mobility aids to disabled and

bedridden individuals, facilitated by the Ministry of

Social Development and Human Security. Furthermore,

a blood donation campaign aims to collect 10 million

cubic centimeters (cc) of blood by the end of the year

to support the Thai Red Cross Society's blood bank.

Other initiatives involve distributing seedlings for

reforestation, creating 72 pocket parks in Bangkok, and
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implementing projects to enhance water management

and prevent forest encroachment. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Consumers Council, community

representatives oppose Bangkok's new

city planning blueprint

(msz) The Thailand Consumers Council (TCC) and

representatives from 28 Bangkok communities have

urged the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)

to halt a public hearing on the new city planning

blueprint. TCC secretary-general Saree Aungsomwang

and over 100 community representatives handed a

letter to Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt,

claiming the blueprint and the hearings violate the City

Planning Act and Section 72 of the constitution. They

argue the plan neglects traffic, flooding, and PM2.5

pollution issues, and fails to improve the quality of life

for low-income residents.

The TCC highlighted that the public hearings lack

sufficient participation, with only about 20,000 people

involved over seven years, and that participants had

limited time to express their opinions. The council

demands the BMA stop the hearings within 30 days

and initiate a new, more comprehensive process. If the

BMA does not comply, the TCC will take the matter to

the Administrative Court.

Thaiwut Khankaew, director of the BMA's City Planning

and Urban Development Department, stated that

public hearings have already been conducted in 42

districts, with the remaining eight to be completed by

next month. Feedback from these hearings will be

used to finalize the new city planning blueprint by

November for submission to the city planning

committee. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Economic cabinet prioritizes

household debt relief amid slow recovery

(wt) The economic cabinet has directed the Finance

Ministry and the Bank of Thailand to prioritize

addressing household debt, particularly bad debts in

housing, cars, motorcycles, credit cards, and student

loans, as the economy shows no clear signs of

recovery. After a meeting chaired by Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira

highlighted the critical issue of household debt, which

stands at THB 13.6 trillion (USD 380 billion), accounting
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for 90 percent of GDP, with about THB 1 trillion (USD

28 billion) being bad debt.

The Government Housing Bank has been instructed to

extend the home loan repayment period to a

maximum age of 85 for borrowers, easing the burden

of homebuyers amid high expenses. The government

will also ask commercial banks to assist borrowers by

extending debt periods and reducing principal

payments.

Provisions for bad debts related to repossessed cars

and motorcycles will be made, and the total debt

amount will be reported in the next meeting. Credit

card debt, currently involving 1.4 million of 24 million

credit cards, is expected to rise to 2-3 million cards. To

address this, the Bank of Thailand will coordinate with

credit card companies to reduce the minimum

payment from 8 percent to 5 percent. [Bangkok Post 1]

[The Nation]

Cabinet approves USD 2.8 billion soft loan scheme

In related developments, the cabinet has approved a

THB-100-billion (USD 2.8 billion) soft loan scheme

aimed at helping small businesses obtain loans. The

state-owned Government Savings Bank (GSB) will

provide liquidity to commercial banks at an interest

rate of 0.01 percent, enabling them to lend to small

businesses at a maximum rate of 3.5 percent for three

years. This initiative addresses tightened lending

conditions amid slow economic recovery and rising

bad debt. Retail lending rates among Thai banks

currently exceed 7 percent.

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul

announced the scheme, which draws from the state

bank's bottom line rather than the budget. Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin has also promised additional

measures, including support for high electricity prices,

to stimulate growth in Thailand's economy.

Earlier this year, Thai banks reduced lending rates by

25 basis points for vulnerable groups for six months at

the Prime Minister's request. Despite ongoing pressure

from the government, the Bank of Thailand maintained

its key interest rate at 2.50 percent, projecting 2.6

percent economic growth for this year, following 1.9

percent growth last year. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok

Post 3] [Reuters]

Thailand: Premium EV sales dip 35 percent

in first half
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(lm) Premium electric vehicle (EV) sales in Thailand fell

by 35 percent year-on-year in the first half of 2024,

totaling 3,844 units. Industry experts attributed the

decline to stricter bank loan criteria and an economic

slowdown. Overall sales in the premium car category,

including both EVs and internal combustion engine

vehicles, also dropped by 25 percent year-on-year to

16,000 units.

The Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand anticipates

economic improvement in the latter half of 2024,

driven by the tourism sector and increased

government spending. The automotive industry hopes

these factors will help improve the economy compared

to the first half of the year. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Contract signed for Bangkok's

MRT Orange Line; full operation by

November 2030

(bk) The MRT Orange Line electric railway system in

Bangkok, connecting the city's east and west, is

anticipated to be fully operational by November 2030.

The investment contract for the project was signed on

July 18 between the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of

Thailand (MRTA) and Bangkok Expressway and Metro

Plc (BEM). The BEM managing director mentioned

readiness to start construction immediately after the

contract signing.

The eastern section, consisting of 17 stations, will link

the Thailand Cultural Centre and Min Buri

(Suwinthawong), and is scheduled to open by May

2028. The western section, from Bang Khun Non and

the Thailand Cultural Centre, totaling 11 stations, is

expected to be operational by November 2030.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Education Ministry remains

committed to tablet distribution for

students

(wt) The Thai Education Ministry remains dedicated to

its tablet distribution project for students, despite a

budget reduction from THB 16 billion (USD 448 million)

to THB 13 billion (USD 364 million). Assistant to the

Education Minister, Siripong Angkasakulkiat,

announced that Education Minister Pol Gen Permpoon

Chidchob is determined to advance the "One District,

One Quality School" initiative, which aims to enhance
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educational resources and technology in schools

across each district.

The project plans to distribute tablets to Mathayom 4-6

students in 1,808 schools, with a five-year leasing

contract for 600,000 tablets at a cost of THB 400 (USD

11) per device, including internet service. The ministry

is also recruiting contractors to develop the platform

and teaching content. The initiative is being reviewed

for the 2025 budget allocation.

The tablet distribution scheme, aimed at improving

learning flexibility, plans to provide over 600,000

devices to students and teachers and develop

accessible content. Covering 29,312 schools, the total

program cost from 2025 to 2029 is estimated at THB

22 billion (USD 616 million). This initiative draws

comparisons to the previous "One Tablet, One

Student" project under Yingluck Shinawatra's

administration, which had planned to distribute over

2.5 million tablets with a budget of THB 12 billion (USD

336 million) before the 2014 military coup. [Bangkok

Post]

Vietnam: Communist Party chief Nguyen

Phu Trong dies at 80

(wn) Nguyen Phu Trong, Vietnam's General Secretary

of the ruling Communist Party and the country's most

powerful politician, has died at the age of 80 "after a

period of illness", according to state media. The day

before his death, it was announced that Trong would

step down from his role as head of the Communist

Party due to unspecified health concerns, with

President To Lam taking over his duties.

Trong, an ardent ideologue, held the position of

General Secretary since 2011, making him one of the

longest-serving leaders in decades. He also served as

the country's president from 2018 to 2021. During his

tenure, Vietnam experienced rapid economic growth

and balanced its relations between China and the

United States. His health had been in decline,

particularly after suffering a stroke in April 2019,

leading to frequent frail appearances and missed high-

profile meetings, such as those with Laos’ prime

minister and Indonesia’s president earlier in January

this year.

Most importantly, Trong was renowned for his rigorous

"blazing furnace" anti-corruption campaign, which led

to the punishment of over 139,000 party members,

including senior political figures and former

presidents. These high-profile resignations had left two
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of Vietnam’s “four pillars” — its most powerful political

positions — vacant, and the anti-corruption drive also

saw five of the 18 Politburo seats unoccupied. The

crackdown had also adverse effects on the economy as

officials became reluctant to approve decisions for fear

of being accused of corruption.

Some observers argue that Trong’s death risks creating

a power vacuum and potential succession crisis as

different political factions negotiate who will assume

his position. For example, Nguyen Khac Giang from the

Vietnam Studies Program at Singapore’s ISEAS–Yusof

Ishak Institute predicts a period of uncertainty in

Vietnamese politics, as the country’s political norms

and institutions have weakened over time, making

personal power more significant. [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

[The Guardian]

Vietnam: Trial starts for tycoon in USD 146

million graft case

(wn) The trial of former Vietnamese tycoon Trinh Van

Quyet began in Hanoi on Monday. Quyet, previously a

major figure in the property and aviation sectors and

owner of the FLC group, faces charges of fraud and

stock market manipulation amounting to USD 146

million. Before his arrest, Quyet was estimated to have

nearly USD 2 billion in stock market wealth.

Quyet is accused of orchestrating fraudulent stock

trades through several brokerages and family

members, artificially inflating stock values before

canceling trades. This case is part of a broader anti-

corruption campaign in Vietnam that has implicated

many high-profile figures, including other business

elites and officials. [Voice of America]

Vietnam: Facebook user jailed for seven

years for ‘insulting Ho Chi Minh’

(lm) A Vietnamese court has sentenced Pham Van Cho

to seven years in prison and two years of probation for

making Facebook posts that insulted the country and

its revolutionary leader Ho Chi Minh. Cho was found

guilty under Article 117 of the penal code, which

addresses "making, storing, distributing, or

disseminating information, documents, and items

against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam." This law is

often criticized for its vague wording, allowing the

government to interpret and apply it broadly.
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Between August 2019 and November 2023, Cho live-

streamed videos and posted content that insulted the

Communist Party of Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh. He was

arrested on January 3 following a search of his home,

during which police confiscated DVDs, a smartphone,

and an ATM card. His wife also surrendered two more

cellphones. The content on these devices was deemed

to insult significant figures and distort the policies of

the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Singer slapped with fine for

wearing lookalike military medal

(wn) Vietnamese pop singer Dam Vinh Hung has been

fined and banned from performing for nine months for

wearing a costume with an accessory resembling a

former Republic of Vietnam military medal. The Ho Chi

Minh City People’s Committee fined Hung, whose real

name is Huynh Minh Hung, VND 27,500,000 (USD

1,100) for the incident, which occurred during a live

show in May.

Hung's costume included a medal that some critics

said looked like the Republic of Vietnam Special Service

Medal, awarded during the Vietnam War. This sparked

controversy as North Vietnamese forces defeated the

U.S.-backed South Vietnam, reuniting the country in

1975.

The committee cited Hung under Article 3 of a 2020

government decree on performance arts, accusing him

of actions that negatively impact public morals, health,

and psychology. Hung defended himself on Facebook,

stating that the medals were merely fashion

accessories without political implications, and posted a

photo showing the medal's label "High Quality

Garment" to emphasize it was not an actual military

medal.

The singer's actions and the subsequent fine and ban

have been widely discussed on social media, with

some, including the Vietnam People’s Navy's Facebook

page, criticizing him for reviving symbols of the former

South Vietnamese regime. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Lawyers representing a monk

reject new fraud charge

(wn) Lawyers defending Le Thanh Nhat Nguyen, a

follower of the Peng Lei Buddhist House in Vietnam,

have rejected new fraud charges against him. Nguyen,
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previously sentenced to four years in prison for

"abusing democratic freedoms" in 2022, faces renewed

accusations of fraudulently obtaining VND 100 million

(USD 4,000). The lawyers, who fled to the United States

fearing prosecution for discussing the Peng Lei case,

assert that Nguyen, a lifelong monk, never solicited

public donations.

The lawyers argue that the charges are unjust and

intended to suppress religious freedom. They claim the

evidence was fabricated and the incident of receiving

money was staged to create a pretext for arresting

Nguyen and other Peng Lei members under Article

331. The lawyers call for the suspension of all legal

proceedings against Nguyen and the restoration of his

legal rights.

Nguyen’s defense contends that his acceptance of

donations is customary for monks in Vietnam, and

stripping him of his monk status allowed authorities to

falsely accuse him of fraud. They believe the

government's true aim is to dismantle the Peng Lei

religion, citing past accusations against the police,

including bribery, kidnapping, and other abuses. [Radio

Free Asia]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh calls for strengthening economic

diplomacy

(wn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh chaired a

meeting on July 18 with Vietnamese representatives

abroad to discuss enhancing economic diplomacy to

boost the country's economic growth in the latter half

of 2024 and beyond.

Highlighting the positive socio-economic results in the

first half of the year, Chinh emphasized that economic

diplomacy has achieved many substantive and

effective outcomes. He stressed the need to renew

traditional growth drivers—consumption, investment,

and export—and to promote export markets through

strengthened economic, trade, and investment

partnerships, along with fostering people-to-people

exchanges and tourism.

Vietnam is also prioritizing new growth drivers such as

the digital, circular, green, and sharing economies, as

well as the knowledge-based economy, with innovation

and the fourth Industrial Revolution as key

components. Prime Minister Chinh called for increased

investment to support these new drivers and for

connecting Vietnam's economy with global economies
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and businesses to capitalize on development

opportunities.

Chinh also urged businesses to coordinate with

representative bodies abroad to introduce Vietnamese

products internationally, especially to expand into

Middle Eastern and South American markets and

increase the export of Halal products. He also

emphasized the importance of responding to trade

remedies against Vietnamese exports, leveraging

tourism recovery trends, and developing new

measures to attract investment and technology

transfer. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: President To Lam chairs 5th

National Defence and Security Council

meeting

(wn) Vietnam’s President To Lam chaired the 5th

meeting of the National Defence and Security Council,

discussing achievements in national defense, security,

and foreign affairs. Key attendees included Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh, National Assembly

Chairman Tran Thanh Man, and Minister of National

Defence General Phan Van Giang.

The council assessed the implementation of Resolution

No 05-NQ/TW, aimed at streamlining the People's

Army to be lean, strong, and effective, ensuring its

readiness to defend the nation. They also reviewed

Resolution No 12-NQ/TW, which focuses on

strengthening the People's Public Security force into a

clean, strong, regular, elite, and modern entity. This

reorganization has resulted in a streamlined, four-tier

structure, enhancing national security and safety.

The meeting analyzed global, regional, and domestic

situations, emphasizing the need for continuous

monitoring and timely evaluation of strategic issues

affecting Vietnam's national defense and security.

President Lam highlighted the importance of proactive

responses and strategic recommendations to the

ruling Communist Party and state to ensure national

interests are safeguarded and Vietnam's role in

international political and economic integration is

strengthened. [Vietnam News]
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Brazil reveals plans to join China’s Belt

and Road Initiative

(jg) On July 19, Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da

Silva announced that his administration is preparing a

proposal to join China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),

its major infrastructure and investment project. Lula

revealed this during an event announcing Brazilian

Development Bank investments to renovate a highway

between Rio de Janeiro and Santos. He emphasized

that Brazil is open to joining the initiative as long as it

brings tangible outcomes.

Lula's comments mark the first time Brazil has openly

discussed joining the BRI, despite previous invitations

from China. Historically, Brazil has been hesitant to join

due to fears of alienating Western partners and

signaling alignment with China. Diplomatic and

economic relations between China and Brazil are

already strong, making the benefits of joining the BRI

unclear, diplomats have said.

In June 2024, Jose Guimaraes, leader of Brazil's ruling

party in parliament, hinted that Vice-President Geraldo

Alckmin might finalize Brazil's admission to the BRI

during a visit to Beijing. However, Alckmin later denied

these reports, stating that the topic was only on the

discussion agenda. In response, Liu Jianchao, minister

of the Communist Party’s International Department,

expressed to journalists China's strong desire for Brazil

to join the BRI but emphasized that it was ultimately

Brazil's decision. He further highlighted the potential

benefits for China-Brazil cooperation and Brazil's

development.

In his speech, Lula also mentioned Brazil's intention to

participate in the APEC summit and explore

commercial integration into the Pacific, signaling a

broader interest in enhancing trade relations with



China. Following Brazil’s invitation, Lula himself is

planning on attending, as China is an APEC member

and China’s President Xi Jinping is also expected to

attend. [South China Morning Post]

China to strengthen investigation of

European brandy import probe with

hearing

(rl) China has intensified its investigation into imports

of European brandy with an anti-dumping hearing.

This development comes shortly after the European

Union imposed additional duties on Chinese battery

electric vehicles, according to individual manufactures

ranging from 17.4 percent to 37.6 percent (see AiR No.

25, June/2024, 3).

The Ministry of Commerce stated that the hearing

would address "industrial damage, cause and effect,

and public interest in the anti-dumping investigation of

related brandy products," specifically targeting French

cognac. The investigation covers brandy in containers

holding less than 200 liters imported from October 1,

2022, to September 30, 2023, and examines whether

these imports harmed the Chinese brandy industry

from January 1, 2019, to September 30, 2023.

Initiated in January following a request from the China

Alcoholic Drinks Association, the investigation alleges

that the prices of imported brandy products were

reduced by an estimated 15.88 percent. The probe is

expected to conclude by January 5, with a potential six-

month extension under special circumstances.

The Bureau National Interprofessionnel du Cognac

reported that a "high-level European delegation"

participated in the hearing, rejecting the allegations of

dumping as unfounded and unsupported both

technically and legally. The European associations and

companies involved reiterated the absence of dumping

or injury, as evidenced throughout the investigation.

In 2023, China imported 43.31 million liters of brandy,

with French products making up 96.16 percent of this

volume. Policy research organization Trivium China

highlighted that agricultural products, like French

brandy and Spanish pork, are crucial in the ongoing

trade dynamics, serving as significant leverage points

for Beijing.

China also launched an anti-dumping investigation into

certain pork products from the EU in June, citing

accusations of overcapacity and subsidies. Trivium

China noted the influential role of farmers in EU
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politics, which provides Beijing with additional leverage

(see AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3).

Despite the rising trade tensions, both China and the

EU are likely to continue efforts to address market

access and overcapacity concerns through

engagement and negotiations. However, if these talks

fail, the EU may expand its trade investigations against

China, using tariffs on Chinese EVs as an indicator of its

commitment to countering market-distorting practices.

[The Guardian] [South China Morning Post]

China targets Danish, Dutch, and Spanish

firms in EU pork anti-dumping probe

(rl) July 18, China has named Danish Crown A/S, along

with Dutch and Spanish pork firms, in an anti-dumping

investigation into European Union pork imports. This

move escalates the trade tensions with the EU, which

recently imposed duties on Chinese electric vehicle

exports.

The investigation, initiated after the EU applied

provisional duties of up to 37.6 percent on Chinese-

made electric vehicles, focuses on the potential

dumping of pork products. [See AiR No. 25, June/2024,

3] These measures could have a significant impact on

Europe, as a large portion of the EU's pork exports to

China consists of pig ears, noses, feet, and offal, items

rarely consumed by Europeans.

Danish Crown, one of the largest pork exporters

globally, stated its commitment to the investigation,

saying, "Danish Crown has registered to participate in

the investigation and submitted all relevant

information to the investigating authority."

The probe appears to be particularly aimed at Spain,

the Netherlands, and Denmark, countries perceived to

support the EV tariffs. EU governments have shown

divided opinions on the tariffs' merits.

China's commerce ministry indicated that the

investigation would involve samples from Danish

Crown, Dutch producer Vion Boxtel B.N., and Spanish

food processor Litera Meat S.L.U. The Spanish pork

producers group Interporc confirmed its cooperation

with the investigation.

The focus of the investigation is on pork intended for

human consumption, including fresh, cold, and frozen

whole cuts, as well as pig intestines, bladders, and

stomachs. In 2023, China imported USD 6 billion worth

of pork, with over half coming from the EU. Spain is the
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largest EU pork supplier to China, followed by the

Netherlands, Denmark, and France.

The investigation is expected to conclude by June 17,

2025, but may be extended by another six months if

required. [Just Food] [Reuters]

Chinese industry body urges EU to revise

findings on electric vehicles

(rl) The China Chamber of Commerce for Import and

Export of Machinery and Electronic Products (CCCME)

has called on the European Commission to correct its

preliminary findings on anti-dumping duties imposed

on electric vehicles (EVs) manufactured in China.

During a hearing last week, CCCME argued that the

EU's assessment violates both EU and World Trade

Organization (WTO) rules.

Earlier in July, the EU imposed provisional tariffs

ranging from 17.4 percent to 37.6 percent on EVs

made in China, affecting Chinese brands such as BYD,

Geely, and SAIC, as well as models built in China by

Western manufacturers like Tesla and BMW (see AiR

No. 25, June/2024, 3).  Shi argued that domestic

producers in the EU have maintained a stable market

share, indicating no imminent threat of injury from

Chinese imports. He also criticized the investigation for

lacking transparency and procedural fairness.

The European Commission, responsible for overseeing

EU trade policy, maintains that the investigation

complies with all relevant EU and WTO regulations.

The CCCME called for negotiations between Brussels

and Beijing to reach a balanced solution, noting the

significant gap between the average EU provisional

duty of 20.8 percent and China's preference for no

measures. It further stated that it aims to reach an

agreement on “somewhere between zero and 20

percent.” The Chamber warned that the average tariff

is "unreasonable and inflated," and that ongoing EU

investigations into foreign subsidies could deter

Chinese car and battery manufacturers from investing

in Europe.

EU member states will have the final say on the duties

at the end of the investigation, which is expected to

conclude by the end of October. Recent votes indicate

divided opinions among EU governments regarding the

tariffs, where Italy, Spain backed EU duties on China-

built EV imports while Germany abstained (see AiR No.

29, July/2024, 3). [Reuters] [Xin Hua]
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EU to impose tariffs on Chinese biodiesel

(rl) The European Union is set to slap provisional duties

on Chinese biodiesel imports, following findings that

these products are being sold at unfairly low prices.

This decision is the latest in a series of trade actions

against China.

The European Commission, which oversees EU trade

policy, has proposed provisional tariffs ranging from

12.8 percent to 36.4 percent. These tariffs are

expected to take effect in mid-August. The

investigation will continue until February, when

definitive duties could be established for a five-year

period.

The EU has already imposed provisional duties on

electric vehicles made in China, citing unfair subsidies.

For biodiesel, the proposed duties are 12.8 percent for

EcoCeres Group products, 36.4 percent for Jiaao

Group, and 25.4 percent for exports by Zhuoyue

Group.

The European Biodiesel Board (EBB), which filed the

complaint, stated that an influx of biodiesel from China

has severely impacted EU production. According to

EBB, Chevron Renewable Energy Group had to

furlough workers in Germany, Shell paused

construction of a Dutch plant, BP suspended a project

in Germany, and Argent Energy closed a biorefinery.

"While Chinese imports are not the only reason for

these decisions, the biodiesel dumping has contributed

to the difficulties producers face," EBB said.

In 2023, China exported 1.8 million tons of biodiesel to

the EU, accounting for 90 percent of its total biodiesel

exports. The European Waste-based and Advanced

Biofuels Association welcomed the measures,

expressing hope that they would normalize market

conditions from the "extremely adverse" situation that

has persisted since late 2022. [Bloomberg] [Ground

News] [Reuters]

Chinese wind turbine-makers expand into

Europe

(rl) Chinese wind turbine manufacturers have secured

their first order in Germany this month, marking a

significant step in their expansion into the European

market. This move has raised concerns within the EU

wind industry about potential competitive threats.
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Tensions are currently high between Beijing and

Brussels, the world's two largest wind markets, as the

European Commission has initiated an investigation

into whether Chinese companies are benefiting from

unfair subsidies (see article above).

Europe's wind industry still bears scars from the solar

industry collapse over a decade ago, which saw many

European manufacturers fail due to limited action

against Chinese imports. So far, Chinese

manufacturers like Goldwind, Mingyang Smart Energy,

and Windey account for less than 1 percent of Europe's

wind capacity. However, their orders totaled 1.2

gigawatts in 2023 alone, a significant increase

compared to the previous decade. This year, European

orders for Chinese-made turbines have reached 546

megawatts. This includes an order from German

project firm Luxcara for 296 megawatts of wind

turbines from Mingyang, marking the first such order

from Europe's largest economy. [Luxcara]

European industry officials warn that once Chinese

manufacturers gain a foothold, it may be difficult to

limit their market presence. Wolfram Axthelm,

managing director of BWE (Bundesverband

WindEnergie, German Wind Energy Association) noted

that Chinese rivals could flood the market due to

overcapacity.

Chinese manufacturers are reportedly offering

incentives like deferred payments and prices up to 50

percent lower than those of European competitors.

According to the Global Wind Energy Council, China's

production capacity of around 82 gigawatts is

significantly higher than its domestic market can

absorb, nearly four times Europe's capacity.

The Chinese Wind Energy Association, meanwhile,

maintained that China's competitiveness stems from

market size, which drives down costs, and denied that

the country subsidizes its wind turbine manufacturers

unfairly. It argued that the EU's investigation could

hinder Europe's wind power development and global

climate goals.

Major European wind project developers, including

Germany’s Energie Baden-Württemberg AG (EnBW)

and BayWa, have so far avoided using Chinese

turbines. However, German RWE's head of offshore

wind, Sven Utermoehlen, recently visited Mingyang's

production facilities to better understand their

products. RWE indicated it would consider working

with Asian suppliers if they meet requirements for

technology, quality, safety, and cost-effectiveness.
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Despite logistical challenges, most Chinese turbine

makers have no production facilities in Europe.

However, German Vensys, a division of Goldwind,

plans to produce wind turbine blades in Spain.

Additionally, Chinese investment company Zhenshi

Holding Group acquired an Airbus factory in Spain to

manufacture wind turbine blades. [EU Today] [Reuters]

German carmaker CEO discusses trade

and technology with Chinese ministers in

Beijing

(rl) Volkswagen CEO Oliver Blume met with China's

industry and commerce ministers on July 19 to discuss

key issues such as free and fair trade, the global

economy, and technology. These meetings come

amidst tense negotiations between the European

Union and China over proposed tariffs on China-made

electric vehicles (EVs).

Blume emphasized the importance of open markets,

stating, "Free and fair trade between open markets is

of utmost importance in this phase of major

challenges." The European Union and China are

currently in a standoff, with China launching tit-for-tat

investigations into other goods and urging the EU to

drop its tariff measures.

Germany's automotive industry, including Volkswagen,

has been vocal against the tariffs, fearing potential

retaliation in one of their largest markets. According to

a statement from the Chinese ministry, China has

welcomed Volkswagen's deeper engagement in the

Chinese market.

The discussions also covered framework conditions for

technologies such as autonomous driving and artificial

intelligence. Last month, Germany and China signed a

declaration of intent to facilitate cross-border data

transfers, a contentious issue due to security concerns

in Europe and restrictions on foreign firms in China.

[Reuters] [yahoo! finance]

Africa's trade deficit with China shrinks

(rl) China's imports from Africa increased by 14 percent

year on year, reaching USD 60.15 billion in the first half

of 2024, according to the latest data from Chinese

customs. However, Chinese exports to Africa saw a

slight decline of 2.3 percent, totaling USD 84.85 billion.
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Overall, China-Africa trade grew by 3.9 percent year on

year, amounting to USD 145 billion.

Observers attribute the rise in African imports to

increased mineral production, rising commodity prices,

and the depreciation of key African currencies. Despite

the positive shift in Africa's trade deficit, experts

caution that this trend may not be sustainable.

Resource-rich African nations have attracted significant

investment from Chinese companies, especially in the

context of the global push for green energy.

Zimbabwe, a major lithium producer, has seen billions

of dollars in Chinese investments aimed at dominating

the lithium-ion battery market. Similarly, the

Democratic Republic of Congo, the world's largest

producer of cobalt and a key source of copper,

supplies crucial materials for China's electric vehicle

battery industry. China also imports bauxite from

Guinea and oil from Nigeria, Angola, Gabon, and

Ghana.

China's largest trading partner in Africa is South Africa,

with bilateral trade reaching USD 27.5 billion in the first

half of the year. Imports from South Africa rose 10.7

percent to USD 17.29 billion, while Chinese exports to

South Africa fell 18.6 percent to USD 10.2 billion. South

Africa's exports to China include minerals and metals,

and more recently, products like soybeans, wine,

rooibos tea, aloe vera gel, and citrus fruits. Avocados

are set to join this list following a trade agreement

reached at the BRICS summit in Johannesburg last

year. [bruegel] [South China Morning Post]

Palestinian factions to end divisions, form

a unity government following talks in

China

(rl) Amid intensifying fighting in the Gaza conflict,

Palestinian factions, including rivals Hamas and Fatah,

have reached an agreement to end their long-standing

divisions and form a national unity government during

negotiations, held from July 21-23 in China.

At the heart the Beijing Declaration is the

establishment of a Palestinian national unity

government to manage Palestinian affairs.

Representatives from 14 Palestinian factions, including

leaders of Fatah and Hamas, attended the media

briefing, with China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi present.

This agreement represents a diplomatic victory for

Beijing and its expanding influence in the Middle East,

following its success in mediating a peace agreement

between Saudi Arabia and Iran last year.
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The proposed national unity government would

oversee the governance of Palestinians in Gaza and the

West Bank, manage reconstruction efforts, and create

conditions for elections.

Hamas and Fatah first engaged in reconciliation talks in

Beijing in April, marking the first known public visit by a

Hamas delegation to China since the conflict in Gaza

began (see AiR No. 18, April/2024, 5). The long-feuding

Palestinian factions previously failed to resolve their

political differences, with Hamas fighters expelling

Fatah from Gaza in a brief conflict in 2007.

hinese officials have recently increased their support

for Palestinians in international forums, advocating for

a broader Israeli-Palestinian peace conference and

establishing a timeline for implementing a two-state

solution. [The Washington Post] [Reuters]

Pacific Island nations urge Japan to clean

up oil leaking WWII shipwrecks

(rl) Japanese oil tankers, fighter aircraft, and warships

from Japan and allied powers, which sank during

ferocious battles 80 years ago, now lie on the seabed

of the Pacific Ocean. Experts estimate there are over

3,000 wrecked vessels scattered across the Pacific, with

about 1,000 in waters near the Solomon Islands, Papua

New Guinea, Palau, and the Federated States of

Micronesia.

The issue was brought to light at the 10th Pacific

Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM10) held last week in

Tokyo. The Joint Action Plan announced on July 18

stated that Japan and Pacific Island nations will

cooperate to address "oil leakage from shipwrecked

Japanese vessels" as part of broader efforts to

promote future-oriented relations.

Years of decay have caused fuel tanks and hulls of

these wrecks to rupture, spilling thousands of tons of

oil and fuel into the sea. This poses a significant

environmental threat, potentially devastating the

livelihoods of Pacific Island communities that depend

on fishing and tourism. Oil from these wrecks can kill

coral reefs and suffocate mangroves, depleting fish

breeding grounds.

Mark Brown, chair of the Pacific Islands Forum,

emphasized the responsibility of countries whose

vessels these are to support cleanup efforts to prevent

ecological disasters. James Marape, Prime Minister of

Papua New Guinea, echoed this sentiment, stating that

countries responsible for these "remnants of World
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War II" have a "moral obligation and duty to assist in

the cleanup."

Adams, now director of the Australia-based Major

Projects Foundation, which identifies and cleans up

wrecks across the Pacific, describes this as "the

greatest problem that nobody has heard about." The

foundation, comprising subsea engineers, marine

archaeologists, historians, and bioremediation experts,

has estimated there are around 60 critical wrecks in

the Pacific needing urgent attention.

The proximity of these wrecks to local communities

and the poor condition of their fuel tanks makes them

especially dangerous. Severe weather events caused

by climate change exacerbate the risk of oil leaking

from the wrecks, as tidal surges speed up corrosion

and eventually cause leaks.

Adams stressed that cash-strapped Pacific Island

nations lack the resources, manpower, know-how, and

equipment to conduct fieldwork and eliminate risks,

expressing appreciation for Japan’s move to start “to

see the seriousness of the issue."

The Japan Mine Action Service, a Tokyo-based

nonprofit specializing in demining and unexploded

ordnance disposal, has sent volunteer divers to clean

up oil leaks in the Chuuk Lagoon and assisted in

repairing leaking pipes from the sunken Japanese oil

tanker Amatsu Maru in Palau waters.  [ABC] [Pacific

Islands Forum] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan and South Korea strengthen

military ties amid growing regional

threats

(rl) Japan's top general, Gen. Yoshihide Yoshida, chief

of the Japanese Self-Defense Forces Joint Staff, has

praised the strengthening military cooperation

between Japan and South Korea. This response comes

amid growing regional threats from China and North

Korea. Speaking before a trilateral meeting on July 18

with US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Gen. CQ Brown

and South Korean Adm. Kim Myung-soo, Yoshida

emphasized the importance of unity among the allies.

Yoshida noted China's attempts to "change the status

quo by force" in the East China and South China seas

and North Korea's "repeated ballistic missile launches

and continuous arms transfers" to Russia. He called for

Japan, South Korea, and the United States to

"demonstrate strong unity domestically and globally to

ensure regional peace and stability."
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On July 17, Yoshida met with South Korea’s Kim for the

first such meeting between the defense chiefs of the

two nations in six years. Kim acknowledged their

shared perspectives on regional threats, stating they

"share a lot of the same thoughts." [ASB Zeitung]

Last month, Japan, South Korea, and the US

participated in the inaugural Freedom Edge exercise in

the Pacific, focusing on ballistic missile and air defense,

anti-submarine warfare, and other areas to enhance

trilateral military cooperation (see AiR No. 27,

July/2024, 10). [CNN]

Japan boosts offshore wind collaboration

with U.S. and Europe amid China concerns

(rl) Japan is strengthening its cooperation with the US

and Europe in developing floating offshore wind power

due to concerns about overreliance on China for

renewable energy supply chains. The country has

established an industry platform to commercialize this

emerging technology.

In June, officials from leading offshore wind energy

nations, including the United States, Britain, Denmark,

and Norway, attended an international forum in Tokyo

hosted by Japan's Floating Offshore Wind Technology

Research Association.

Japan is exploring the potential of floating turbines that

can be installed in deep seas, utilizing its large

exclusive economic zone. Fixed foundation turbines in

shallow waters are more common and less costly, but

Japan's limited suitable seabeds require reliance on

overseas manufacturers for wind components.

The industry platform, FLOWRA, launched in March,

aims to reduce costs and develop mass production

technology. The Japanese government hopes FLOWRA

will serve as a hub for international collaboration to

expand the global floating offshore wind market and

establish technology standards.

Japan has agreements with Britain and Denmark for

cooperation in offshore wind technologies. It also

became the first international partner in a US initiative

to reduce the cost of floating offshore wind by over 70

percent by 2035. U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm

Emanuel emphasized the shared challenges due to

similar coastal environments. Japan plans to use its

shipbuilding and metal processing expertise to build

floating platforms and mooring systems. The Japanese

consortium, including NTT Anode Energy Corp. and
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INPEX Corp., aims to implement floating offshore wind

power generation by fiscal 2030.

This cooperation comes as China has increased its

global market share in offshore wind installations.

Concerns have been raised about Chinese turbine

manufacturers dominating the market with cheaper

products. [Japan Times] [Kyodo News]

US air force general meets with Japanese

and South Korean counterparts in Tokyo

(rl) Air Force Gen. Charles Q. Brown, Jr., Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, met with his Japanese and

South Korean counterparts on July 18 in Tokyo to

discuss enhancing trilateral defense cooperation

among the US, South Korea, and Japan. This meeting is

part of the ongoing Trilateral Chiefs of Defense

dialogue.

Gen. Brown highlighted the progress made in security

cooperation since the Camp David summit in August

2023, where leaders from the three nations committed

to strengthening their defense ties. "We have a

responsibility to continue that momentum," Brown

said during his meeting with Japan's Gen. Yoshida

Yoshihide and South Korea's Adm. Kim Myung-soo.

During the talks, the three military leaders addressed

regional security challenges, including China's assertive

actions and North Korea's nuclear and ballistic missile

programs. They also discussed the global impact of

Russia's ongoing conflict in Ukraine and North Korea's

growing military ties with Russia.

Gen. Yoshida emphasized the importance of unity

among the three nations to ensure regional peace and

stability. [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

This visit to Japan marks Gen. Brown's second trip to

the Indo-Pacific as Chairman. Earlier in the week, he

met with Philippine officials to discuss security

cooperation and regional stability. These engagements

follow key meetings with global counterparts at the

NATO summit and the African Chiefs of Defense

Conference.

The trilateral meeting, held for the first time in Japan,

followed the 2023 summit between President Joe

Biden, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, and

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol. This summit

initiated a series of measures to enhance

interoperability, information sharing, and cooperation
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on ballistic missile defense (see AiR No. 34,

August/2023, 4).

Since the summit, the three countries have

successfully exchanged real-time missile-warning data

and conducted the inaugural Freedom Edge exercise.

This trilateral exercise focused on ballistic missile

defense, air defense, antisubmarine warfare, search

and rescue, and maritime interdiction (see AiR No. 27,

July/2024, 1). [Mainichi Shimbun][U.S. Department of

Defence]

Japan sanctions Israeli settlers in West

Bank

(rl) Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

announced on July 23 that asset-freeze sanctions have

been imposed on four Israeli settlers involved in

violence against Palestinians in the West Bank. These

actions come in response to the significant rise in

violent incidents by Israeli settlers since last October.

Israeli settlers killed at least 10 Palestinians and

torched dozens of homes in the West Bank in 2023.

[The Times of Israel]

Hayashi emphasized that Japan's decision aligns with

measures taken by G7 countries, urging the Israeli

government to work together with the international

community, including the G7, on a complete freeze of

settlement activities.

Similar sanctions have been imposed by Britain, the

United States, and Canada. [The Japan News] [Reuters]

US, Japan to engage in high-level security

talks on nuclear deterrence

(rl) The United States and Japan are set to engage in

high-level security discussions focused on nuclear

deterrence. These “2+2” talks, scheduled to take place

later this month in Tokyo, will involve the foreign and

defense ministers from both nations, highlighting their

commitment to enhancing strategic defense

cooperation. [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

The meetings will cover various aspects of nuclear

deterrence, including policy coordination and

technological advancements. The discussions aim to

bolster the security framework amidst increasing

regional threats, particularly from North Korea's

ongoing missile developments and China's expanding

military capabilities.
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Japan's Defense Ministry highlighted that the talks

would also address measures to strengthen the

extended deterrence strategy, ensuring that both

countries are prepared to respond to any potential

aggression. [Reuters]

UK to engage in discussions with Italy and

Japan on joint fighter jet program

(rl) The new UK Defence Minister John Healey is

scheduled to engage in critical discussions with his

Italian and Japanese counterparts this week, focusing

on the collaborative fighter jet program. This high-level

meeting highlights the ongoing trilateral efforts to

advance the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP),

which aims to develop next-generation fighter aircraft.

The discussions will address various aspects of the

program, including technological integration,

development timelines, and strategic cooperation. The

initiative, a significant defense collaboration among the

three nations, seeks to enhance air combat capabilities

and address emerging threats.

The meeting follows the recent announcement of

increased funding and resource allocation for the

fighter jet program by all three countries, reflecting

their commitment to maintaining a competitive edge in

aerial warfare technology. In December, the three

countries signed an international treaty to establish

the Global Combat Air Program (GCAP), marking the

first major defense industry collaboration that unifies

their separate next-generation fighter initiatives (see

AiR No. 51, December/2023, 3). [EurAsian Times]

[Reuters]

South Korea imposes sanctions on Hong

Kong shipping company and a North

Korean cargo ship

(jf) On July 18, the foreign ministry announced that

South Korea has imposed independent sanctions on a

Hong Kong shipping company and a North Korean

cargo ship for engaging in illegal fuel trade and other

activities that violate U.N. Security Council (UNSC)

resolutions.

The sanctions target Hong Kong-based HK Yilin

Shipping, which owns the stateless vessel DE YI, and

the North Korean cargo ship Tok Song, which has been
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involved in ship-to-ship coal transfers. These sanctions

will take effect on July 19.

In March, South Korean authorities seized DE YI in

waters off Yeosu, on the southern coast, as it was en

route to Vladivostok, Russia. The government

determined that the 3,000-ton cargo ship was carrying

North Korean coal, which it had transshipped from Tok

Song near the North Korean port city of Nampo.

Authorities also believe that before DE YI received the

coal, it had transferred electronic equipment and other

machinery to another North Korean vessel. The

transfer of such equipment to North Korea is

prohibited under UNSC resolutions.

Currently, DE YI is anchored at a port in Gangwon

Province, where it is undergoing further investigation.

Once the investigation is completed, appropriate

measures will be taken in accordance with relevant

laws and precedents.

Under Resolution 2371, passed in August 2017, North

Korea is banned from exporting coal, iron ore, and

other minerals. The U.N. sanctions mandate that any

vessel suspected of engaging in prohibited activities

with North Korea be captured and investigated.

Additionally, Resolution 2397, adopted in December

2017, prohibits U.N. member countries from supplying,

selling, or transferring new or used vessels to North

Korea. Tok Song, a used vessel, was brought into North

Korea in March. [The Korea Times]

Top generals from US, Japan, and South

Korea concur to increase trilateral

Freedom Edge exercise

(jf) The top generals of South Korea, the United States,

and Japan agreed on July 18 to enhance their trilateral

multi-domain Freedom Edge exercise, as they

discussed the evolving threats from North Korea and

its increasing military ties with Russia, according to

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS).

JCS Chairman Admiral Kim Myung-soo, along with U.S.

General Charles Q. Brown Jr. and Japanese General

Yoshihide Yoshida, reached this agreement during

their regular talks in Tokyo earlier that day, as reported

by the JCS.

According to a statement by the JCS, the Tri-CHOD

leaders emphasized their ongoing commitment to

broadening the scope of the Freedom Edge exercise

and discussed further ways to formalize trilateral

cooperation to promote a common regional vision for
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peace, stability, and deterrence (see AIR No. 26,

June/2024, 4) [Yonhap News Agency]

US, South Korea, and UAE conduct first-

ever trilateral combat exercises in Seoul

(jf) On July 18, the United States, South Korea, and the

United Arab Emirates (UAE) initiated their first-ever

joint combat military exercise at a high-tech training

facility in South Korea.

Approximately 3,000 troops from the three nations are

participating in the 11-day exercise at the Korea

Combat Training Center (KCTC) in the mountainous

county of Inje. This facility employs advanced

technologies for realistic ground drills, according to

Seoul-based Yonhap News.

During the ongoing exercise, around 200 pieces of

combat equipment have been mobilized, including

K1E1 tanks, K200 armored vehicles, and K55A1 self-

propelled howitzers from the South Korean side. The

U.S. has contributed Gray Eagle drones, Black Hawk

helicopters, and Stryker armored vehicles.

Last month, South Korea, the U.S., and Japan also

conducted their first trilateral multi-domain military

drill, which featured cyber training. [AA]

South Korean Foreign Minister Cho to be

in Laos next week for ASEAN foreign

ministers’ meeting

On July 19, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced

that Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul will be in Vientiane,

Laos this week to participate in the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign ministerial

meetings. During his visit, Minister Cho will focus on

enhancing cooperation through the Korea-ASEAN

Solidarity Initiative (KASI), coinciding with the 35th

anniversary of dialogue relations between South Korea

and ASEAN.

Cho is scheduled to attend various foreign ministerial

meetings, including the Korea-ASEAN meeting, the

ASEAN Plus Three meeting, the East Asia Summit (EAS),

and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). Discussions will

aim at strengthening comprehensive partnerships

across multiple sectors. The ministry also noted that

Cho might hold bilateral meetings with foreign
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ministers from other participating countries, such as

the United States, Japan, and China. [KBS World]

Taiwan rejects Philippines and Vietnam's

claims for extended continental shelf in

South China Sea

(jp) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has

opposed recent claims by the Philippines and Vietnam

for an extended continental shelf in the South China

Sea, calling them "unacceptable." In a press release on

July 19, the MOFA stated that the actions by both

countries have infringed upon Taiwan's sovereignty

and rights under international and maritime laws.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in Chinese]

The statement followed Vietnam's submission to the

United Nations Commission on the Limits of the

Continental Shelf (CLCS) for an extended continental

shelf on July 17. The Philippines made a similar claim

on June 15 (see AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3).

The Southeast Asian nations are seeking U.N.

recognition for their continental shelf claims beyond

the current 200 nautical miles from their shores. The

MOFA emphasized Taiwan's sovereign rights to its

islands in the South China Sea but expressed

willingness to address related issues through equal

consultation with the international community. [Focus

Taiwan] 

China, India among top three countries in

forest area gains, according to FAO report

(lm) India and China are among the top three countries

with the most significant forest area gains from 2010

to 2020, according to a new Food and Agriculture

Organisation (FAO) report. China led the world with an

annual gain of 1,937,000 hectares, while India gained

266,000 hectares annually, placing it third. Australia

was listed as second with 446,000 hectares.

The report also noted a significant reduction in global

deforestation rates and highlighted the decreasing rate

of mangrove loss. However, the FAO warned that

climate change is increasing the vulnerability of forests

to wildfires and pests. [The Indian Express]
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Bangladesh, India, Nepal to sign

electricity trade deal on July 28

(lm) On July 28, Nepal, India, and Bangladesh will sign

an agreement for the export of 40MW of Nepal's

electricity to Bangladesh via India. This deal comes six

years after Nepal and Bangladesh initially agreed on

energy cooperation.

Officials from the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA), the

Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB), and

India's NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam Ltd (NVVN) will

finalize the agreement in Kathmandu. Following the

signing, joint secretary and secretary-level meetings

will be held on July 29 and 30 to expedite the

agreement's implementation.

Nepal will export 40MW of hydroelectricity to

Bangladesh from June 15 to November 15 annually,

selling an estimated 144,000 MWh at USD 0.064 per

unit. The energy will be transmitted to India through

the 400KV Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur cross-border

transmission line before being sent to Bangladesh.

This arrangement became possible after India agreed

to facilitate the transmission process, as Nepal and

Bangladesh do not share a direct transmission link.

Nepal anticipates earning around NPR 330 million (USD

2.44 million) from this energy export. A month prior,

Bangladesh's Cabinet Committee on Government

Purchase approved the proposal to import electricity

from Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post]

Chinese, Indian envoys to Kathmandu call

on Nepal’s new Foreign Minister Rana

(lm) China’s ambassador to Kathmandu, Chen Song,

met with Nepal’s newly-appointed Minister for Foreign

Affairs, Arzu Rana Deuba, at her office last week.

During the meeting, they discussed various aspects of

Nepal-China relations. Ambassador Chen

congratulated Minister Rana on her term in office and

highlighted the intention to strengthen bilateral ties.

They also agreed to enhance their multifaceted

relationship and cooperation in celebration of the

upcoming 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations

between China and Nepal next year.

In a related event, Indian Ambassador to Nepal,

Naveen Srivastava, paid a courtesy call on Minister

Rana a day earlier, discussing matters of Nepal-India

relations and cooperation. Minister Rana, who

assumed office on July 15, emphasized the importance
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of resolving boundary disputes based on facts and

evidence to avoid unnecessary conflicts with

neighboring countries. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Nepal’s envoy to New Delhi gets additional 15 days to

wrap up diplomatic engagements

Meanwhile, the term of Nepali Ambassador to India,

Shankar Prasad Sharma, has been extended by 15

days by the new government, headed by Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli. Sharma, who was recalled by

the previous Pushpa Kamal Dahal administration, was

given this extension to wrap up his diplomatic

engagements in India.

The recent shift in Nepal’s government, which saw the

return of the India-leaning Nepali Congress party, has

raised uncertainty about whether Sharma will continue

in his role or be replaced by Lok Darshan Regmi, who

was recommended by the previous government. The

recall of Sharma and other ambassadors had caused

controversy, particularly due to the timing ahead of a

significant visit to India by the then-Prime Minister

Dahal. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Pakistan calls for strengthening OIC

cooperation to tackle pressing water, food

and energy crises

(lm) Pakistan's Senate Chairman Yousaf Raza Gillani

emphasized the need for stronger cooperation among

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) countries

to tackle water, food, and energy crises during the 25th

Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS) conference in

Islamabad. The three-day conference, organized by the

Pakistan Academy of Sciences (PAS) and the IAS,

included delegates and scientists from over 13 OIC

member countries who discussed these pressing

issues and ways to enhance collaborative efforts.

Gillani highlighted the evolving definition of national

security, now including threats to water, food, energy,

and the environment. He called for the sharing of

expertise, resources, and scientific innovations among

OIC nations to build collective resilience and response.

He also urged the Parliamentary Union of OIC Member

Countries (PUIC) to push for sustainable development

through legislative actions and promote science

diplomacy.

IAS President Professor Adnan Badran noted that OIC

countries are not doing enough to address climate

change and ensure future sustainability. He called for

the integration of policies and collaboration between
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decision-makers and academia to solve the intertwined

issues of water, energy, food security, and ecosystems.

Senator Sherry Rehman stressed the need for

collective efforts to revive and nurture nature for

future generations, advocating for a balanced

relationship with nature and sustainable consumption

patterns. The conference underscored the importance

of unified action to address these critical challenges

facing OIC member states. [Arab News]

Pakistan reverses decision to deny

passports to asylum seekers

(lm) Pakistan's government has reversed its decision to

deny passports to citizens seeking asylum or living on

asylum abroad. This decision, announced last month,

had also included blocking the National Identity Cards

of asylum-seekers.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar

chaired a high-level meeting on July 22, which included

the foreign secretary, the secretary of interior, and

senior officials from the Ministries of Interior and

Foreign Affairs. The meeting resulted in the immediate

reversal of the June 5 policy.

The government also addressed delays in passport

issuance for Pakistanis living abroad. Officials briefed

Dar on efforts to streamline the passport issuance

process. It was decided that the Ministry of Interior

and the Directorate General of Immigration and

Passports (IMPASS) would upgrade their infrastructure

and equipment within 45 days to fast-track the

clearance of the passport backlog. Previously,

complaints indicated that normal passports took up to

four months to issue, while urgent ones took one-and-

a-half months. [Arab News]

Pakistan arrests nine murder suspects

from United Arab Emirates in joint

operation with Interpol

(lm) In a joint operation, Pakistan's Federal

Investigation Agency (FIA) and Interpol arrested nine

Pakistani murder suspects in the United Arab Emirates

(UAE). These individuals were wanted for serious

crimes, including attempted murder and murder, in

Pakistan's Punjab province. The FIA revealed that the

suspects had been living in different areas of the UAE,

with one individual evading capture for 14 years.
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Another suspect was found to be already deceased.

[Arab News]

Cambodia joins Conference on

Cooperation among East Asian Countries

for Palestinian Development

(dgl) Cambodia has become a member of the

Conference on Cooperation among East Asian

Countries for Palestinian Development (CEAPAD) after

the Southeast Asian country was admitted during the

5th Working Level Meeting of CEAPAD held via

videoconference on July 18.

The virtual meeting was co-hosted by Japan and the

Palestinian Authority. Cambodia was represented by

Meas Kim Heng, Secretary of State at the Cambodian

foreign ministry.

The meeting addressed the Palestinian Authority's role

in Gaza's recovery and reconstruction and assistance

efforts for the Palestinian people. It underscored the

importance of coordination through CEAPAD. [Khmer

Times] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan].

Initiated by Japan in 2013, CEAPAD is a regional

conference that seeks to support the Palestinian state-

building efforts by drawing on resources, knowledge,

and experiences of economic development of the East

Asian countries. 

International community urged to

address forced evictions at Cambodia’s

Angkor historical site

(dql) Amnesty International calls on member states

participating in this week’s UNESCO World Heritage

Committee session to address human rights violations

by Cambodian authorities at the Angkor historical site.

A UNESCO draft decision expresses concern over

forced evictions but falls short of demanding an

explicit commitment from Cambodia to stop them.

Amnesty International's 2023 report revealed mass

forced evictions under the pretext of protecting the

site, violating international human rights law.

The Cambodian government's response to UNESCO

lacked substantive engagement and failed to provide

verifiable information. Evicted families face debt and

poor living conditions at resettlement sites. Amnesty
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urges UNESCO and the international community to

condemn these actions and uphold the human rights

of Angkor residents. [Amnesty International]

Cambodia: Rise in trade with countries in

region recorded

(dql) According to data of Cambodia's Ministry of

Commerce, the country’s trade with Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) countries

reached USD 16.9 billion in the first half of this year,

marking a 14 percent increase from USD 14.8 billion in

the same period last year.

This trade volume accounted for 64 percent of

Cambodia's total trade of USD 26.3 billion from January

to June. Exports to RCEP countries saw an increase of

11 percent to USD 4.52 billion, while imports increased

by 15.3 percent to USD 12.38 billion. China, Vietnam,

Thailand, Japan, and Singapore are Cambodia’s top

trading partners within the RCEP.

Currently 15 Asia-Pacific countries make up the RCEP,

including the ten ASEAN member states (Brunei,

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam) and

their five trading partners (China, Japan, South Korea,

Australia, and New Zealand). [Khmer Times 1]

Meanwhile, the country's trade with ASEAN member

states reached USD 7.96 billion in the first half of 2024,

a 11.6 percent increase from USD 7.13 billion in the

same period in 2023.

Cambodia exported USD 2.68 billion worth of goods to

ASEAN countries, an 8 percent rise from USD 2.48

billion last year, while imports from ASEAN stood at

USD 5.28 billion, up 13.5 percent from USD 4.65 billion.

Trade with ASEAN accounted for 30.2 percent of

Cambodia's total trade volume of USD 26.3 billion in

the first half of the year. Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore,

Indonesia, and Malaysia are the top five ASEAN trading

partners for Cambodia. [Khmer Times 2]

United States backs Myanmar's

nonpolitical representation at ASEAN

meeting

(tl) According to a senior official of the US Department

of State, only non-political officials of Myanmar will be
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permitted to attend this week's ASEAN foreign

ministers' meeting in Laos. This decision was also

supported by the United States. This week, US

Secretary of State Antony Blinken will begin his Asia

tour to meet with ASEAN leaders and address various

concerns, including the Myanmar conflict.

American officials said, US will keep pursuing

opposition democracy movements in Myanmar.

According to Daniel Kritenbrink, the US Assistant

Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, the

Myanmar military government’s Department of State's

Permanent Secretary – viewed as non-political official –

will be present at the upcoming ASEAN meeting.

In January, Myanmar's military junta sent a senior

official to an ASEAN foreign ministers' retreat in Laos.

Since the military took over Myanmar in 2021, only

low-level government staff have been allowed to

attend high-level ASEAN summits; political

representatives have not been allowed.

Last week, over 300 Burmese civil society organizations

and revolutionary forces endorsed a letter sent to

ASEAN's Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn urging

ASEAN to exclude Myanmar's military junta members

from all meetings and events and ensure Myanmar is

represented by its democratically elected leaders.

[Voice of America] [U.S Embassy in Singapore]

Philippines ‘cannot yield’ its South China

Sea position, President Marcos Jr. Says

(lm) In his third State of the Nation address, Philippine

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Declared that his

country will not yield or waver in its territorial claims in

the South China Sea, which Manila refers to as the

West Philippine Sea. He emphasized the need to

resolve tensions diplomatically, asserting the country's

rights without compromising its position.

Philippines will ‘stand our ground’ in dispute with China,

official says

Prior to Marcos’ State of the Nation address, Philippine

National Security Adviser Eduardo Ano asserted that

Manila Philippines will firmly stand its ground in its

ongoing dispute with China over the South China Sea.

Ano emphasized that the Philippines will continue to

push back against coercion and interference,

advocating for peace through dialogue and diplomacy.

[Al Jazeera]
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Marcos’ address and Arno’s remarks came against the

backdrop of ongoing tensions between the Philippines

and China over territorial disputes in the South China

Sea. The dispute centers on China's extensive claims

over more than 90 percent of the South China Sea,

which includes areas within the exclusive economic

zones of the Philippines and other Southeast Asian

countries. In 2016, an international tribunal in The

Hague ruled that China's claims had no legal basis, a

decision Beijing has rejected.

Marcos’ speech followed an announcement of a

provisional arrangement between the Philippines and

China to manage resupply missions to Filipino troops

stationed at the Second Thomas Shoal, a submerged

reef claimed by both nations. The Philippines

maintains a dilapidated naval ship – the Sierra Madre –

at the shoal to assert its claim, which has led to several

violent confrontations with Chinese forces in recent

months.

China confirmed the provisional agreement, stating

both countries agreed to jointly manage maritime

differences and de-escalate tensions. However, Beijing

reiterated its demand for the Philippines to remove the

grounded warship and stated it would not allow large

amounts of building materials to be shipped to the

shoal. [Al Jazeera] [Nikkei Asia]

United States ‘will do what is necessary’ to see that

Philippines able to resupply Sierra Madre

It is worth noting that prior to the announcement of a

provisional arrangement, United States National

Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said on July 19 that

Washington "will do what is necessary" to see that

Manila is able to resupply the Sierra Madre. [Reuters]

Philippines reports fewer Chinese ships in South China Sea

Additionally, the Philippines has reported a decrease in

the number of Chinese ships in the South China Sea

within its claimed territories. From July 9 to 15, there

were 104 Chinese ships, down from 153 before the

Bilateral Consultative Mechanism (BCM) meeting on

July 2. It is unclear if this decrease is due to the BCM,

which established a "hotline" to address regional

issues. [Radio Free Asia]

Philippines to develop airport on Pag-asa Island

At the same time, the Philippines is developing an

airport on Pag-asa Island (Thitu Island) in the South

China Sea, demonstrating its commitment to

maintaining its presence in the contested waters amid

ongoing tensions with China. President Ferdinand
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Marcos Jr.'s communications office announced that

land procurement for the runway extension is in

progress. This project aims to facilitate travel to and

from the remote island, where both Filipino civilians

and military personnel reside. [South China Morning

Post]

Balabac Island’s EDCA military runway nears completion

Additionally, the construction of the military runway on

Balabac Island in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, is nearing

completion, according to Philippines’ President Marcos

Jr. This runway is part of the Enhanced Defense

Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) between the

Philippines and the United States, aimed at countering

China's presence in the West Philippine Sea. President

Marcos announced the progress during a visit to the

province for El Nino aid distribution.[PhilStar]

Singaporean Minister Osman visits Brazil

to attend G20 and Global Hunger

meetings

(sm) Singapore’s Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office,

Second Minister for Education, and Second Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Dr. Mohamad Maliki Osman, is

currently on an official visit to Brazil to attend the G20

Development Ministers’ Meeting (DMM) and the Global

Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty Task Force

Ministerial Meeting (GAHPTFMM). These meetings,

hosted by the 2024 Brazilian G20 Presidency, focus on

accelerating progress towards the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, specifically

addressing inequalities, access to basic services like

water and sanitation, and forming partnerships for the

2030 Agenda. Dr. Maliki will also engage in bilateral

meetings with his counterparts. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Singapore]

Calls for evidence on Singapore's

compliance with democracy criteria for

Horizon Europe membership

(lb) The European Commission's decision to consider

Singapore for inclusion in Horizon Europe, the

European Union (EU)’s flagship research and

innovation program for the period 2021-2027, has

sparked controversy and calls for more evidence of

Singapore's compliance with democracy and human

rights criteria. MEP Christian Ehler from the

conservative European People’s Party and various
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human rights organizations are demanding clarity on

how the Commission assessed Singapore's political

environment.

Singapore has opened exploratory talks to join Horizon

Europe, a move supported by competition

commissioner Margrethe Vestager, who recommended

that the European Council open full negotiations.

According to Horizon Europe’s rules, countries outside

the European region must demonstrate “respect of

human rights, backed by democratic institutions” to

participate. While countries like New Zealand, Canada,

and South Korea have been accepted, questions

remain about whether Singapore meets these criteria

due to its perceived authoritarian governance.

Despite these issues, Signe Ratso, the Commission’s

chief negotiator, stated that an internal report,

conducted with the EEAS, the diplomatic service of the

EU, found no conflicts with Horizon Europe’s

democracy and human rights requirements. The

Commission has refused to release this report, citing

the sensitivity of ongoing negotiations. This has

prompted Science|Business to file a freedom of

information request for the report.

Further concerns were raised about academic freedom

in Singapore. A 2021 survey revealed that a significant

number of Singaporean academics felt pressured to

modify or withdraw research findings that were

politically sensitive. Singapore ranks low on the

Academic Freedom Index, comparable to countries like

Pakistan and Iraq, and significantly lower than any EU

member state except Hungary. [Science Business]

Singapore named the safest city for

tourists among 60 international cities

(sm) Singapore has been ranked the safest city for

tourists, according to a study by US personal finance

platform Forbes Advisor. The study compared 60

international cities across seven key metrics, including

natural disaster and crime risks.

Other cities with high safety scores include Tokyo and

Toronto, ranking second and third, respectively. In

Asia, Seoul and Osaka also made the top 10, ranking

seventh and eighth. Conversely, the study identified

Caracas in Venezuela as the riskiest city for tourists,

leading in both crime and health security risks. In

Southeast Asia, Yangon and Manila are also among the

riskiest cities for travelers, ranking third and fifth,

respectively. [AsiaOne] [VnExpress International]
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Thailand probes Chinese-language

billboard advertising expedited

citizenship approval

(bk) A Chinese-language advertisement billboard in a

Bangkok district known for significant Chinese

investment has sparked an investigation into its

legality and the business it promotes. The billboard

advertised rapid passport and citizenship application

services, promising new citizenship within 30 days and

featuring images of Cambodian, Indonesian, Turkish,

and Vanuatuan passports. This raised concerns about

the entry of undesirable visitors, including those

involved in criminal activities such as document

forgery. Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, along with

various officials, ordered the immediate removal of the

billboard and a probe into potential illicit business

activities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand launches full-fledged operation

to combat cross-border call center fraud

(bk) On July 19, Thai cybercrime police, in collaboration

with the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission and internet and

mobile service providers, unveiled a joint operation

named "Blasting the Swindler's Bridge" to target call

center scam gangs in Myanmar and Laos operating

from the King’s Roman entertainment complex in the

Golden Triangle. The complex, which includes casinos,

hotels, and an airport, is a known haven for scammers,

particularly Chinese gangs, who defraud victims in

Thailand and China. Many individuals are lured to work

in these establishments but end up in forced labor at

call centers.

The operation will use signal jamming devices to

disrupt internet and phone traffic to the area while

minimizing the impact on legitimate users. Mobile

service providers will also cut signals from suspicious

numbers. Telecom cables extending into neighboring

countries will be monitored to prevent aiding illegal

activities. Additionally, SIM card retailers who sell

unregistered cards may face legal consequences. The

operation also addresses the use of Starlink internet

by scammers, noting that it is less stable than

traditional mobile services. [Thai PBS World]

Meanwhile, in a comprehensive battle against

pervasive cyber fraud, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

reached out by phone to Prime Minister Hun Manet of
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Cambodia on July 19 to discuss the urgent need to

address phone scam operations. Both leaders have

instructed their respective chiefs of police to

collaborate and achieve tangible results within the next

60 days. [X (formerly, Twitter)]

Thai Foreign Minister Maris rebuts Thai

banks’ facilitation in Myanmar junta’s

arms procurements

(msz) On July 18, Thai Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa denied the accusations made by

opposition Move Forward party-list MP Rangsiman

Rome that the Thai banks facilitated Myanmar junta’s

arm procurements.

Earlier in late June, the Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights released a

report saying that the Thai banks were providing

financial services to the Myanmar military junta for

weapon procurement. Maris responded that neither

the government nor the Thai banks supported

Myanmar junta’s arms purchases and that the

government did not have a policy to support activities

that resulted in fatalities or violated the UN charter

and human rights.

Maris added that his ministry had cooperated with

relevant agencies to follow up on the report by Tom

Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur, on the human

rights situation in Myanmar. However, the minister

remarked that Andrews’ calls for suspension of

transactions with Myanmar would not be good for the

bilateral relations between Thailand and Myanmar,

while stressing the impact of sanctions on the

Myanmar people. [The Nation Thailand]

The House panel in charge of state security, border

affairs, national strategy and reform headed by

Rangsiman initiated the investigation on July 11 to deal

with mule accounts in Thailand that supported the

Myanmar military junta and promoted violence in

Myanmar. Panel chair Rangsiman claimed that more

than 250 companies, including those from Thailand,

had been facilitating the Myanmar junta over the past

year with no concrete measures from the Thai

government to prevent this. Minister Maris responded

that Thai authorities were ready to conduct further

investigations and that the ministry would summon

commercial banks for further discussions on July 24.
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Vietnam files UN claim to extended

continental shelf in South China Sea

(wn) Vietnam has officially filed a claim with the United

Nations for an extended continental shelf (ECS) in the

South China Sea, seeking to extend its continental shelf

beyond the current 200 nautical miles from its

baselines. The announcement was made by Hanoi on

July 18, a month after the Philippines made a similar

move.

The submission reaffirms Vietnam's sovereignty over

the Hoang Sa (Paracel) and Truong Sa (Spratly)

archipelagos, which Vietnam claims are in accordance

with international law. These areas are part of a

strategically significant and resource-rich waterway

through which USD 3 trillion worth of trade passes

annually and which is believed to contain substantial

oil, natural gas deposits, and fish stocks.

China, which claims almost the entire South China Sea,

has firmly opposed Hanoi's submission, stating that

"Vietnam's relevant claim covers part of China's

Nansha Islands, which violates China's territorial

sovereignty and maritime rights and interests." Beijing

has lodged solemn representations with Vietnam in

response.

In addition to its claim, Vietnam sent a note verbale to

the UN Secretary-General to outline its position on a

similar submission filed by the Philippines. In

response, the Philippines expressed its readiness to

engage with Vietnam to find a mutually beneficial

solution to South China Sea issues, in accordance with

international law.

This recent submission marks Vietnam's third attempt

to secure an extended continental shelf. Previous

submissions include one for the northern area of the

South China Sea, also known as Vietnam's East Sea,

and a joint submission with Malaysia for the southern

part of the area in 2009. [Radio Free Asia] [Reuters]

Vietnam denies repressing 2 Montagnards

in response to UN report

(wn) The Vietnamese government has denied

allegations of repression against two Montagnards, Y

Khiu Nie and Y Si Eban, who reported a lack of religious

freedom in Dak Lak province to the United Nations.

The government’s response followed an April 2023

letter from four UN special rapporteurs accusing

Vietnam of detaining, intimidating, and restricting the
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movement of the Montagnards as they attempted to

attend a religious freedom conference in Indonesia in

November 2022.

Vietnam claimed that Nie was stopped at the airport

due to COVID-19 vaccination requirements set by

Indonesia and airlines, not Vietnamese exit

restrictions. Eban was banned from leaving the country

for security and defense reasons under Article 36 of

the Law on Entry and Exit of Vietnamese Citizens. The

government stated that the two were merely "invited"

for questioning by police, not detained, and that they

admitted to acting under the direction of extremist

groups, expressed remorse, and pledged not to

reoffend.

Pastor Aga, a US-based refugee, countered these

claims, stating that Eban was tortured and beaten by

police, who confiscated his identity card, passport,

phone, and money. He asserted that Eban was

targeted for his religious beliefs, not national security

issues, and continues to be harassed by authorities.

Nie was similarly detained for two days and had his

passport confiscated.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights included

the cases of the two Montagnards in a report to the

UN General Assembly. The term "Montagnards" refers

to approximately 30 indigenous tribes in Vietnam’s

Central Highlands, who have a history of conflict with

the Vietnamese majority over issues such as religion

and land rights. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam's e-commerce market fastest-

growing market in Southeast Asia

(wn) Vietnam has emerged as the fastest-growing e-

commerce market in Southeast Asia, along with

Thailand, according to the "2024 E-commerce in

Southeast Asia" report by Momentum Works, a

Singapore-based venture builder and advisory firm.

Vietnam has now surpassed the Philippines to become

the third largest e-commerce market in the region.

In 2023, the total merchandise value (GMV) of the top

eight e-commerce platforms in Southeast Asia reached

USD 114.6 billion, marking a 15 percent year-on-year

increase. Despite macroeconomic challenges, the

region's e-commerce sector has shown continuous

growth, with this year's GMV predicted to be double

that of 2020.

Vietnam and Thailand lead in growth, with Vietnam's

GMV increasing by 52.9 percent and Thailand's by 34.1
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percent over the previous year. Vietnam's e-commerce

sector has consistently grown at an annual rate of 16

to 30 percent over the past four years, the highest

growth rate globally.

Indonesia remains the largest e-commerce market in

ASEAN, contributing 46.9 percent to the region's GMV.

Shopee dominates the Southeast Asian market with a

GMV revenue of USD 55.1 billion last year, accounting

for 48 percent of the market share. TikTok Shop, after

acquiring Tokopedia, has become the second largest e-

commerce platform in Southeast Asia, with its GMV

nearly quadrupling to USD 16.3 billion in the past year.

In Vietnam, TikTok Shop holds a 24 percent market

share.

Key drivers of growth in the region's e-commerce

industry include influencers who significantly impact

sales through online platforms in Vietnam, Thailand,

and Indonesia, with livestream sessions generating

substantial revenue. Additionally, e-commerce

platforms have increasingly adopted innovative AI

applications to enhance user experience and

operational efficiency. Sellers are also facing pressure

from parcel delivery service sourcing platforms. [Asian

News Network]

United Arab Emirates jails 57

Bangladeshis for protests

(lm) The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has sentenced 57

Bangladeshi expatriates to lengthy prison terms for

protesting against their government, violating the Gulf

country's ban on demonstrations. State media

reported that three were sentenced to life

imprisonment, 53 to 10 years, and one to 11 years. The

UAE, which has strict laws against unauthorized

protests and criticism of rulers, will deport the

convicted individuals after they serve their sentences.

[Voice of America]

The protests were part of a broader movement in

Bangladesh against a quota system for civil service

jobs, which critics argue benefits supporters of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina. The unrest in Bangladesh has

resulted in more than 160 deaths and over 500 arrests,

including opposition leaders. [see article in this edition]

Bhutan, India review cooperation in

diverse areas of development partnership
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(lm) On July 20, India's Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri

and his Bhutanese counterpart Aum Pema Choden co-

chaired the third Development Cooperation Talks of

the 13th Five-Year-Plan in Thimphu. They reviewed the

implementation modalities and cooperation in various

areas of the India-Bhutan development partnership,

focusing on sectors such as connectivity,

infrastructure, cultural heritage, health, education,

energy, agriculture, skilling, and the digital economy.

India is providing development support of INR 10

billion (USD 120 million) for the 13th Plan period,

aligned with Bhutan's priorities.

Both sides expressed satisfaction with the numerous

projects completed under the 12th Five-Year-Plan.

Misri and Choden virtually inaugurated 19 schools built

during the 12th Plan period, which concluded on

December 31 last year.

Misri's two-day visit to Bhutan included meetings with

Bhutan's Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay and Foreign

Affairs Minister Lyonpo D N Dhungyel. [The Hindu]

New UK high commissioner for Brunei

appointed

(dql) The United Kingdom (UK) foreign ministry has

appointed Alexandra McKenzie as the new British high

commissioner in Brunei Darussalam, making her the

first female British high commissioner to Brunei.

[Borneo Bulletin]

McKenzie formerly served as Deputy Head of Mission

in Thailand and Singapore, and as Deputy Head of the

foreign ministry’s Southeast Asia Department. From

June 2022 to December 2023, she was Deputy Director

for Northern Ireland Policy in the Department for

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).

[Government, UK]

New Chinese ambassador to Cambodia

affirms commitment to deepening

bilateral ties

(dql) Cambodia and China have reaffirmed their

commitment to deepening cooperation across various

sectors. This pledge was made during a meeting

between Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and

the newly appointed Chinese ambassador to

Cambodia, Wang Wenbin, at the Peace Palace.
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Prime Minister Hun Manet expressed confidence in the

continued strengthening of Cambodia-China relations

during Wang's term. He highlighted the enduring

friendship and robust collaboration between the two

nations. Wang, for his part, affirmed his commitment

to fostering stronger and more fruitful cooperation.

Expressed satisfaction with the longstanding and

strong ties between their countries, Hun Manet and

Wang discussed promoting and expanding

cooperation in areas such as defense and security,

energy, tourism, people-to-people connectivity,

economy and trade, and agriculture, as well as the

"Industrial and Technological Corridor" and "Fish and

Rice Corridor" initiatives. [Khmer Times]

China suspends arms talk with US over

Taiwan support

(rl) China has suspended nuclear non-proliferation

talks with the US, citing Washington's arms sales to

Taiwan. The Chinese Foreign Ministry announced that

the sales have "seriously compromised the political

atmosphere" for continued discussions. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China]

This decision follows the US approval of military sales

to Taiwan, the latest of which was concluded in June, a

USD 360 million arms sale to Taiwan that includes 720

Switchblade 300 loitering munitions and 291 ALTIUS

600M-V drone systems (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

China and the US had initiated nuclear weapons

discussions in November to ease tensions before a

summit between Xi Jinping and Joe Biden on the

sidelines of the APEC forum (see AiR No. 45,

November/2023, 1). However, no further dialogues

were publicly announced.

The US State Department criticized China's move,

stating it undermines strategic stability and increases

the risk of an arms race. The Biden administration

advocates separating nuclear arms control from other

contentious issues in Sino-US relations. This

suspension follows the US's indication last month that

it might deploy more strategic nuclear weapons in

response to threats from China and Russia.

The US, Russia, and China are obligated under the

Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty to engage in talks to

prevent an arms race. US officials have expressed

frustration over China's lack of interest in discussing

nuclear risk reduction, but China maintains that the

US's larger arsenal is the primary issue.
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he US has approximately 3,700 nuclear warheads, with

1,419 deployed. Russia has about 1,550 deployed

nuclear weapons and a stockpile of 4,489 warheads.

The US estimates that China has 500 operational

nuclear warheads and could have over 1,000 by 2030.

[Aljazeera] [The Guardian]

US to restrict Chinese vehicle software

with new rules in August

(rl) The US Commerce Department will issue proposed

rules next month to limit Chinese-made software in

connected vehicles, focusing on key components that

manage vehicle software and data. Alan Estevez,

export controls chief, highlighted the national security

risks posed by modern cars' extensive software

capabilities. The proposed rules aim to ensure critical

components are sourced from allied countries to

safeguard data and security.

The rules will require specific vehicle software to be

made in the US or by its allies. They resemble

provisions in federal EV tax credits, which exclude

vehicles with Chinese battery components from

eligibility.

This move aligns with previous restrictions on Chinese

tech firms like Huawei. Commerce Secretary Gina

Raimondo previously warned of extreme measures,

including bans on Chinese-connected vehicles. [The

Verge] [Reuters]

China to start anti-dumping duties on

propionic acid products from US

(rl) China's Ministry of Commerce announced last week

it will implement anti-dumping duties on propionic acid

products originating from the United States for five

years, starting from July 21. The duties are set at 43.5

percent for all U.S. companies, according to the

ministry. Propionic acid is used in the production of

preservatives and herbicides and widely used in food,

feed and pesticides, among other fields.

This move follows an investigation that determined

U.S. propionic acid products were being sold in China

at unfairly low prices, causing harm to the domestic

industry. Propionic acid is commonly used as a

preservative in animal feed and food, and in the

production of herbicides and pharmaceuticals.
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The imposition of these duties marks another

development in the ongoing trade tensions between

China and the United States.  [Reuters] [Xinhua]

US opens embassy in Vanuatu amid

strategic competition with China

(rl) On July 19, the United States inaugurated an

embassy in the Pacific Island nation of Vanuatu,

marking a significant move amid the ongoing US-Sino

strategic competition for influence in the Asia Pacific

region.

The US Department of State emphasized that the new

embassy reinforces America's commitment to

increasing its diplomatic presence across the Pacific

region. "The opening of the embassy builds upon our

efforts to provide more diplomatic presence

throughout the region and to engage further with our

Pacific neighbors," the department stated.

This development follows the recent establishment of

US embassies in the Solomon Islands and Tonga.

Additionally, plans are underway to open an embassy

in Kiribati, pending parliamentary approval.

Washington’s enhanced diplomatic efforts aim to

counter China’s growing influence in the Pacific. The US

views China’s expanding presence as a strategic threat,

prompting increased engagement and support for

Pacific Island nations.

In February, the US warned Pacific Island nations about

accepting assistance from Chinese security forces. This

caution followed a Reuters report that highlighted the

presence of Chinese police in Kiribati. Such

deployments have raised alarms about China’s

intentions and regional stability.

Concerns over Chinese influence extend to other

Pacific nations. Since 2022, Chinese police have been

stationed in the Solomon Islands under a controversial

security pact. This agreement has faced criticism from

the United States and Australia, who argue it

undermines regional stability (see AiR No. 17,

April/2022, 4).

In Vanuatu, the presence of workers in military

uniforms from a Chinese logging company has also

sparked apprehension. [StratNews Global]

In July, Vanuatu’s new presidential palace, Vanuatuan

Ministry of Finance and Economic Management

building and renovations to the Vanuatuan Ministry of
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Foreign Affairs International Cooperation and External

Trade was announced to be funded by China. [Taipei

Times] [South China Morning Post]

US delegation visits Papua New Guinea

amid rising Chinese influence

(jg) Between July 14 and 16, a high-level US civilian and

military delegation visited Papua New Guinea (PNG) to

reaffirm US commitment to the region amid China's

growing influence. Key figures in the delegation

included Admiral Samuel Paparo, head of the US Indo-

Pacific Command, Mira Rapp-Hooper, the White House

senior director for East Asia, Daniel Kritenbrink, the

State Department's top diplomat for the region, and

Michael Schiffer, USAID's assistant administrator for

Asia. Their visit aimed to accelerate new projects under

the Defense Cooperation Agreement they signed in

2023, which includes civil affairs and medical training

teams, addressing the current fuel crisis, and

supporting the PNG Electrification Project. 

A statement from the White House announced the

visit, further detailing how the US delegation presented

PNG with several new initiatives that address issues in

development and security, which could strengthen the

ties between the two countries. The US and ally

Australia have traditionally viewed the Pacific as their

sphere of influence. However, especially after China

signed the 2022 security pact with the Solomon

Islands, the US has become increasingly concerned

about island nations choosing to form security

alliances with China.

Under the security pact, the US aimed to refurbish

PNG ports and airports for military and civilian

purposes over 15 years. However, this has drawn

criticism for its slow rate of implementation.

Furthermore, the US Coast Guard will enhance Pacific

maritime security, with officers authorized to board

foreign vessels suspected of illegal activities. In

February 2024, US Deputy Secretary of State Richard

Verma urged PNG to reject China's potential security

pact, warning of the associated risks and costs. The

World Bank, supported by the US and Australia, is

preparing financial support for Pacific Island nations to

counter China's possible influence. [Discourse of

Development]

Hong Kong government slams US

politicians’ call for sanctions on city
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officials

(jg) On July 17, the US House Select Committee on the

Chinese Communist Party and the Congressional-

Executive Commission on China sent a letter to US

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Treasury

Secretary Janet Yellen calling on them to determine

whether some Hong Kong officials met sanctions

criteria.

They called for sanctions against Hong Kong officials

for passing the domestic security law and convicting 47

pro-democracy activists of subversion for their role in a

2020 unofficial domestic election. The call furthermore

asked of the US to enforce acts to hold individuals

accountable for their role in Hong Kong’s declining rule

of law, democracy, and respect of human rights.

The US politicians named more than 20 officials who

should be sanctioned, including Hong Kong Secretary

for Justice Paul Lam Ting-kwok, Dong Jingwei, head of

the central government’s Office for Safeguarding

National Security in the city, Chief Justice Andrew

Cheung Kui-nung and Commissioner of Police

Raymond Siu Chak-yee.

In response, on July 18 the Chinese government

condemned the letter, describing it as political

manipulation aimed at intimidating Hong Kong. It

stated that the move interfered in Hong Kong's and

China's internal affairs and violated international law

and norms and asserted that Hong Kong will continue

to safeguard national security. Furthermore, the US

politicians involved are accused of hypocrisy, asserting

the US had at least 21 laws regarding national security

and therefore have no grounds for criticizing Hong

Kong. [South China Morning Post]

Chinese business tycoon convicted of

fraud in US

jg) On July 16, Guo Wengui, also known as Miles Kwok

and a self-exiled Chinese business tycoon, was

convicted by a US jury of committing fraud that

involved some of his fans. Prosecutors claim hundreds

of thousands of people were scammed into investing

over USD 1 billion in entities Guo controlled. These

businesses and organizations included Guo’s media

company, GTV Media Group Inc, and his so-called

Himalaya Farm Alliance and the Himalaya Exchange.

Guo had previously gained a mass following on social

media and many powerful friends in the American

conservative movement, when he began to openly
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criticise China’s Communist Party online. He left China

in 2014, after anti-corruption crackdowns began to

ensnare people close to him, leading him to obtain

political asylum in the US. He ended up moving to New

York, continuing to lead a lavish lifestyle there and

even joining Former US President Donald Trump’s Mar-

a-Lago Club.

He was originally arrested in New York in 2023, on

account of the fact that he was operating a

racketeering enterprise that stretched from 2018

through 2023. Over the course of a seven-week trial,

he was accused of deceiving fans who would put

money into investments that were in reality maintain

Guo’s luxurious lifestyle. He was thus convicted of nine

of 12 criminal counts, including racketeering

conspiracy. [The Guardian]

Canadian Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly

meets with Chinese counterpart Wang Yi

in Beijing

(jg) On July 19, visiting Canadian Foreign Minister

Mélanie Joly held a bilateral meeting Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi in Beijing.

Wang emphasized that both countries should thus

continue to drive economic and trade cooperation and

explore dialogue and cooperation in various fields.

He also affirmed that there are no fundamental

conflicts of interest between the two countries, as they

both have shared interests and significant influence in

the Asia-Pacific region. He further suggested that

maintaining and developing these relations will benefit

both sides. He expressed recognition for Canada's

willingness to foster positive bilateral relations, saying

both sides should approach each other with mutual

respect, handle differences constructively, and

strengthen cooperation on the basis of equality and

mutual benefit.

On Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang, and Hong Kong, Wang

made clear that these issues are internal matters and

should not be subject to external interference. 

Joly also referenced the long-standing friendly relations

between the two countries, saying Canada aims to

pragmatically improve relations with China, enhancing

cooperation in economy, trade, tourism, climate

change, environmental protection, humanities, and

drug control, while upholding the one-China policy.
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Both sides also discussed international and regional

issues of mutual concern, including the Ukrainian crisis

and the situation between Palestine and Israel.

[Foreign Ministry of the People’s Republic of China]

Joly's surprise visit to China is first by Canadian foreign

minister in seven years during which bilateral ties

soured following the arrest of Huawei's Chief Financial

Officer Meng Wanzhou in Vancouver in December

2018 and China's detention of Canadians Michael

Kovrig and Michael Spavor (see AiR 2/12/2018) as well

as recent reports of Chinese political interference in

this country's politics (see AiR No. 19, May/2024, 1).

[Reuters]

The visit also came as Canada has announced plans to

acquire 12 new submarines capable of traveling under

sea ice. The plan is part of efforts to strengthen the

defense of the country's vast Arctic coastal region, with

the Canadian defense ministry pointing to China’s

rapidly expanding underwater fleet in the region.

[Government, Canada] [CBS News]

In addition, at the recent NATO summit in Washington,

D.C., Canada, the US, and Finland announced the "Ice

Pact" to counter Russian and Chinese influence in the

Arctic influence, with plans to build up to 90 polar

icebreaker ships. Under this pact, Canada will build two

polar icebreakers in Vancouver and a fleet of six from

shipyards in Quebec (see AiR No. 29, July/2024, 3).

China and Russia conduct live-fire naval

exercises in South China sea

(rl) China and Russia last week conducted live-fire naval

exercises in the South China Sea, reinforcing their

military cooperation amid rising tensions with the

United States. The three-day drills, involving at least

three vessels from each country, included joint air

defense and anti-submarine exercises.

The exercises, which took place over three days,

involved at least three vessels from each country and

included joint air defense drills and anti-submarine

maneuvers. Wang Guangzheng of the PLA Navy's

Southern Theatre Command stated that these

exercises enhance the ability of both nations to

respond to maritime security threats. The participating

vessels set off from Zhanjiang in Guangdong province,

though the exact locations of the drills within the

contested South China Sea were not specified.

This move follows US arms sales to Taiwan in June (see

AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4), prompting China to suspend
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nuclear arms talks with the US (see article in the

edition).

The exercises emphasize the deepening military and

trade ties between China and Russia, particularly after

US sanctions. Concurrently, the US and Philippine

coast guards held joint training in the same region.

[Reuters] [USNI News]

China and Russia open new Arctic express

trade route

(jg) On July 18, China and Russia launched the Arctic

Express No. 1 rail-sea cargo service, which may

become a new shipping route channel for global trade.

It is expected to transport cargo from Moscow to

Arkhangelsk by rail, and then by sea to China's west

coast, covering 13,200 kilometres in 20-25 days.

An agreement between China’s NewNew Shipping and

Russia’s Rosatom will see the construction of five

ARC7-class polar container vessels, with the first

operational by 2027, facilitating year-round shipping.

Success depends on technological advances,

commercial operations, and supportive infrastructure

like terminal facilities and rail links, according to the

China Communications and Transportation

Association.

This new route offers significant advantages over other

routes, including reduced dependence on traditional

lanes, minimal congestion, and a reduced distance by

5,000 to 8,000 kilometres compared to the Suez Canal

route. This saves at least 20 days and includes fewer

port stops, also avoiding the Red Sea region. [Yicai

Gloabal]

In a latest, related development, the US Department of

Defense announced in its 2024 Arctic Strategy,

released on July 22, to expand its military readiness

and surveillance in the Arctic citing increasing

economic and military cooperation between China and

Russia in the region and new risks amplified

accelerating climate change. [Department of Defense,

USA].

Chinese offshore oil company secures USD

523 million EPC deal for subsea gas project

in Myanmar
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(jg) Offshore Oil Engineering, part of oil giant China

National Offshore Oil Corporation announced on July

18 that it has secured a USD523 million engineering,

procurement and construction (EPC) contract to build

the fourth phase of an offshore natural gas project in

Myanmar for South Korean steelmaker Posco

International.

Myanmar’s Shwe offshore natural gas field is located in

the sea waters off Rakhine State and has a daily gas

output of about 560 million cubic feet, most of which is

sold to China. Offshore Oil Engineering will be

responsible for project design, equipment

procurement, mining platform renovation, underwater

facilities installation, and mining equipment. The

expected duration of the project is three years. 

Following the announcement, Offshore Oil’s share

prices closed on July 19 in Shanghai at CNY 5.65, down

0.35 percent. [Yicai Global]

New campaign in UK urges government to

block Chinese Shein from listing shares in

London

(jg) On July 17, a new campaign, supported by British

retail consultant Mary Portas, launched an online

petition urging the new UK government of Prime

Minister Keir Starmer to block fast fashion retailer

Shein from listing its shares in London. Shein, known

for its low-cost clothing, confidentially filed for a

potential London listing in June 2024.

The campaign accuses Shein of exploiting workers,

harming the environment, and evading taxes. Senior

UK lawmakers have questioned Shein's suitability for a

public listing in the UK, citing concerns about its labor

practices, supply chain, and tax use.

Shein has denied these allegations, stating they are

based on outdated and false claims. The company

expressed its willingness to engage with critics and

provide evidence of its commitment to a safe and fair

work environment across its supply chain. Labour

initially supported Shein's listing in London before the

July 4 election, but opposition is growing.

The "Say No to Shein" campaign, also backed by

former Green Party lawmaker Caroline Lucas,

demands a thorough investigation into Shein's

practices before any listing. Additionally, the UK-based

human rights group Stop Uyghur Genocide launched a

legal campaign to block Shein's IPO in London. Mary
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Portas criticized Shein for alleged unethical practices,

modern slavery, and labor law violations. [Retail Week]

In May, Shein stated it was actively working to improve

supplier practices and investing tens of millions of

dollars to enhance governance and compliance. As of

July 17, the petition had garnered over 33,000

signatures. [Reuters]

China to continue tariff exemptions for

certain US imports until 2025

(rl) China's finance ministry announced on July 22 that

it will extend tariff exemptions for certain U.S. products

until February 28, 2025. This decision is part of an

ongoing effort to ease trade tensions and stabilize

economic relations between the two major economies.

The extension will apply to a range of U.S. imports that

were previously exempted from tariffs, continuing to

provide relief to American exporters and Chinese

importers. The specific products included in the

exemption list have not been disclosed, but they are

expected to cover key sectors impacted by the trade

dispute, including parts for autopilot, semiconductor

sensors, lithium batteries and more. [The Standard]

[Reuters]

India, Malaysia to boost cooperation in

palm oil production

(lm) India and Malaysia have agreed to enhance

cooperation in the cultivation, production, and trade of

palm oil. During a meeting in New Delhi, Indian

Minister for Agriculture Shivraj Singh Chouhan and

Malaysian Minister of Plantations and Commodities

Johari Abdul Ghani discussed India's National Mission

on Edible Oils and potential collaboration in oil palm

cultivation. Ghani offered Malaysia's research,

development, seed supply, and partnership

management expertise to India. He suggested that

Malaysia could help India produce palm oil

domestically if land is provided and also urged India to

lift its export ban on rice and sugar to ensure adequate

supply to Malaysia.

Ghani emphasized the versatility of palm oil, noting

that India imports three million tons from Malaysia

annually, making it Malaysia's largest partner. He

expressed optimism about the future of palm oil, citing

its use as both edible oil and biofuel. Despite India's
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efforts to reduce imports, Ghani did not foresee a

significant decrease in palm oil imports due to the lack

of alternatives.

Addressing the European Union's sustainability

standards, Ghani stated that Malaysia ensures its palm

oil production meets these requirements without

causing deforestation or using new land. He also

addressed concerns about the treatment of Indian

migrant workers on Malaysian farms, promising that

new regulations would align with International Labour

Organisation guidelines to eliminate issues such as

bondage. [The Hindu]

Amid raging fighting in Myanmar, 100th

shipment from India reaches Sittwe port

(lm) Amidst ongoing fighting in Myanmar's Rakhine

province, the 100th shipment under the Kaladan Multi-

modal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP) from India

reached Sittwe port. A vessel arrived carrying 2,200

tons of bagged cement. Since its inauguration on May

9, the port has handled 109,000 tons of cargo,

including both relief and commercial shipments.

Despite the conflict, port operations have continued

with security provided by both factions involved in the

fighting.

The KMTTP aims to connect India's northeast region

with Southeast Asia through a network of highways

and the Sittwe deep-sea port in Myanmar. This project

includes road transport from Mizoram to Paletwa,

inland water transport from Paletwa to Sittwe, and

maritime shipping from Sittwe to Indian ports. The

ongoing conflict, which escalated with a coordinated

attack by rebel groups against the Myanmar Junta in

October 2023, has not halted the project's progress.

[The Hindu]

Former Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra

named new Indian ambassador to United

States

(lm) Amid ongoing diplomatic tensions with the United

States over India's relations with Russia and other

issues, New Delhi has announced Vinay Kwatra, who

recently retired as Foreign Secretary, as its new

ambassador to Washington. Kwatra will assume his

role soon, filling a position that has been vacant for

over six months. His key tasks will include assessing

the upcoming US presidential elections, engaging with
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the new administration, and preparing for a potential

visit by US President Joe Biden for the Quad Summit in

India.

Kwatra's appointment was expedited, with approval

from Washington coming within a week after he

handed over his previous duties on July 15. This

appointment breaks a recent trend, as New Delhi has

chosen a retired senior Indian Foreign Service officer

rather than an active one, a practice common in the

1980s and 1990s but less so in the past two decades.

[The Hindu]

This development comes after the US ambassador to

India, Eric Garcetti, earlier this month highlighted the

limitations of "strategic autonomy" during conflicts,

stressing the need for New Delhi and Washington to

collaborate closely as trusted partners in times of

crisis.

His comments followed concerns raised by US officials

over Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to

Russia amid the ongoing Ukraine conflict and a NATO

conference in Washington. These officials had

expressed their concerns about the timing and

implications of Modi’s visit to Moscow, particularly

given the series of deadly Russian missile strikes across

Ukraine. Sources confirmed that the US had directly

raised concerns with Indian officials about India’s ties

with Russia, particularly Modi’s visit, which was not

announced until recently.[AiR No. 29, July/2024, 3]

In response to Garcetti's remarks on India's strategic

autonomy and its relations with Russia, the Indian

government stated that it "agrees to disagree,"

emphasizing the importance of respecting differing

viewpoints within the comprehensive global strategic

partnership between the US and India.

The sharpest criticism came from Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who called Prime Minister

Modi's visit to Moscow a "devastating blow to peace

efforts." In a diplomatic move, External Affairs Minister

S. Jaishankar spoke with Ukrainian Foreign Minister

Dmytro Kuleba to further develop bilateral relations,

despite the controversy. [The Hindu]

Turkey reportedly imposes blanket ban

on defense exports from India

(sg/lm) Turkey has reportedly imposed a

comprehensive ban on exporting military equipment

to India, opting to favor Pakistan instead. This decision,

taken quietly in a closed-door session of the Turkish
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Parliament, was revealed inadvertently by the deputy

chairman of Turkey's top arms procurement agency,

the Presidency of Defense Industries (SSB). [The

Eurasian Times]

The ban is reportedly a response to India canceling a

contract with the Turkish firm Anadolu Shipyard for the

construction of five Fleet Support Ships (FSS) for the

Indian Navy. This decision was made in April amidst

deteriorating diplomatic relations between India and

Turkey, primarily due to Turkey's pro-Pakistan stance

on various geopolitical issues, including Kashmir.

Despite the cancellation, India decided to proceed with

the shipbuilding project independently.

However, India has refuted these media reports

claiming that Turkey has imposed a blanket ban on

military exports to New Delhi, calling them

"disinformation at best." [CNBC]

Egypt a ‘valued strategic partner’ of India,

New Delhi’s external affairs minister says

(lm) Speaking at an event hosted by the Egyptian

embassy to celebrate Egypt’s National Day, India’s

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar emphasized the

significant and growing economic cooperation

between the two countries, describing Cairo as an

"important and valued strategic partner" of New Delhi.

Jaishankar highlighted the diverse areas of

collaboration and mutual benefit that both countries

are exploring, pointing out that over 50 Indian

companies have already invested in various sectors of

the Egyptian economy. He also emphasized that both

sides are actively seeking new opportunities for

collaboration, with a particular focus on the IT sector,

which is establishing promising partnerships expected

to grow in the future. Additionally, Egypt has become a

significant market for Indian agro-exports, notably

wheat, further strengthening trade ties.

The minister also discussed the expanding defence

cooperation between the two nations. Since 2021, the

air forces of India and Egypt have conducted regular

bilateral exercises as well as larger joint exercises. The

special forces of both countries have also been

engaged in exercises, with the most recent occurring in

January of this year. Indian naval ships frequently visit

Egyptian ports, reflecting the strong maritime

cooperation. Jaishankar highlighted that the defence

industries of both countries are revitalizing their

traditional ties through new collaborative activities.
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In terms of global affairs, Jaishankar noted that India

and Egypt have been working closely together. He

appreciated Egypt's participation in the G20 during

India's presidency and emphasized India's strong

support for Egypt's membership in BRICS. He also

valued the collaboration within the context of the

India-Africa Forum Summit process, underscoring the

importance of these multilateral engagements. [The

Indian Express]

President Jokowi’s visit to UAE yields

multiple bilateral agreements

(rm) During President Joko Widodo's recent visit to the

United Arab Emirates (UAE), several significant

agreements were established to enhance bilateral

cooperation, but the anticipated investment for

Indonesia’s Nusantara Capital City (IKN) remains

unconfirmed. On July 17, at a meeting in Abu Dhabi

with UAE President Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

multiple memoranda of understanding (MoUs) were

announced.

These agreements include collaborations in tourism,

financial cooperation, renewable energy, nuclear

power, mangrove research, public finance

management, payment systems, and defense

cooperation. Despite these developments, there is no

clarity on the investment in the IKN project. President

Jokowi had previously indicated that Emaar Properties,

a UAE-based company, was interested in a significant

investment in IKN, but no specific figures were

disclosed as the formal agreement was yet to be

signed.

Currently, all investments in the initial phase of IKN’s

development are domestic. In November 2023,

President Widodo said that he would prioritize

domestic investments first. Minister of Investment

Bahlil Lahadalia confirmed this on June 11, noting that

the Indonesian government has allocated IDR 72

trillion from the State Budget for IKN development

from 2022 to the end of 2024. President Jokowi has

emphasized the importance of securing investments to

support the new capital project while affirming that

only governmental buildings in IKN will be state-

funded. [Tempo] [PwC]

Indonesia and Malaysia agree to conduct

joint border patrols in Kalimantan
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(si) Indonesia and Malaysia have agreed to enhance

their collaboration in securing land border markers in

West Kalimantan. This agreement, recently signed by

Colonel Mohamad Isnaeni from Indonesia and Lt Col

Ahmad Halim bin Hj Mohd Rosli from Malaysia,

involves joint border patrols by personnel from both

nations. The patrols aim to secure boundary lines and

strengthen the friendship between the two countries,

with additional community service activities planned

involving residents.

The cooperation extends beyond land borders, with

both countries' armed forces intensifying their

relations through joint air patrols over the Malacca

Strait, a crucial global trade route. In May, Indonesia

and Malaysia conducted a joint air patrol, with

Indonesia deploying two F-16s and Malaysia deploying

F-18 Hornets. This initiative aims to maintain peace

and security in the region, reinforcing bilateral military

ties and contributing to regional economic stability.

[Antara]

Indonesia evaluates joining BRICS

(si) Indonesia is currently evaluating the possibility of

joining the BRICS, according to Sidharto R.

Suryodipuro, Director General of ASEAN Cooperation

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. During a press

conference on June 16, ahead of the 57th ASEAN

Foreign Ministers' Meeting, he clarified that reports of

Indonesia refusing to join are false.

Suryodipuro also commented on the interest of ASEAN

members Thailand and Malaysia in joining BRICS,

emphasizing that ASEAN countries have the freedom

to pursue cooperation with other alliances. He

reassured that such moves would not undermine

ASEAN's centrality, as the organization has always

facilitated various mechanisms in the Southeast Asia

region. [Antara]

Indonesia and Tanzania talk about

reviving Global South solidarity

(si) Vice Foreign Minister Pahala Mansury emphasized

the need to rekindle Global South solidarity, focusing

on strengthening ties between Indonesia and Africa.

During his meeting with Tanzanian Deputy Foreign

Minister Mbarouk Nassor Mbarouk and Tanzanian

business leaders in Dar es Salaam on July 20, Pahala

highlighted plans for the 2nd Indonesia-Africa Forum
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(IAF) and encouraged Tanzanian entrepreneurs to

participate actively.

Pahala discussed potential collaborations in capacity

building, critical minerals, and infrastructure, aiming to

finalize concrete agreements for the 2nd IAF. He also

expressed Indonesia's interest in exploring a

Preferential Trade Agreement, Bilateral Investment

Treaty, and enhancing cooperation in agriculture, food

security, oil and gas, and healthcare. The discussions

included future collaborations in palm oil processing,

the mineral sector, EV battery supply chains,

education, and capacity building. [Tempo]

Indonesia: Indirect trade with Israel

through third parties clarified

(si) The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs clarified,

at a session at the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) on

July 18, concerns about indirect trade with Israel,

noting that transactions are conducted through third-

party countries and constitute only 0.003 percent of

Indonesia's total trade.

Abdul Kadir Jailani, Director General of Asia Pacific and

Africa, explained that this practice is common in

international trade and aligns with national and

international regulations. He emphasized that the

transactions are primarily business-to-business,

facilitated by various intermediaries.

This response came after the MUI urged the

government to halt trade activities with Israel following

reports of increased trade. MUI Chairman Sudarnoto

Abdul Hakim expressed surprise, citing Indonesia's

1945 Constitution, which mandates support for

Palestine. He condemned Israel's actions against

Palestine, including alleged genocide and the rejection

of ceasefire efforts, and noted that recent changes in

the Israeli cabinet have led to more extreme policies.

[Tempo]

US Navy enhances Pacific presence with

forward deployment of advanced aircraft

to Japan

(rl) The US Navy announced on July 15 the forward

deployment of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147 and

Fleet Logistics Multi-Mission Squadron (VRM) 30,

Detachment Forward Deployed Naval Forces (FDNF) to

Iwakuni, Japan. These squadrons will join the aircraft of
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Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5 at Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni. [United States Navy]

he F-35C Lightning II aircraft of VFA 147 will replace the

F/A-18 Hornets of VFA 115. The CMV-22B Osprey

aircraft of VRM 30 will replace the C-2A Greyhound

aircraft of Fleet Logistics Squadron (VRC) 30. The F-35C,

a 5th generation multi-role aircraft, enhances US

power projection and deterrence, while the CMV-22B

offers increased operational range, faster cargo

loading, aerial refueling capability, and improved

survivability.

This deployment aligns with the US commitment to the

defense of Japan and regional stability. The forward

presence of VFA 147 and VRM 30 supports the Defense

Strategic Guidance, positioning the most capable units

in the Indo-Pacific region.

CVW 5, currently aboard USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76),

will transition to USS George Washington (CVN 73) later

this year, maintaining its role as the US forward-

deployed carrier air wing. [Naval News]

US-Japan patriot missile production faces

Boeing component shortage

(rl) A US initiative to increase production of Patriot air

defense missiles in Japan, which are crucial for

Ukraine's defense against Russian attacks, is

encountering delays due to a shortage of a critical

component manufactured by Boeing, according to four

sources.

Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) currently

produces about 30 PAC-3 missiles annually under a

license from Lockheed Martin. Officials and industry

sources suggest that MHI could potentially double this

output to 60 missiles per year. The U.S. aims to

increase global production from around 500 to more

than 750 annually, but the expansion in Japan hinges

on obtaining additional supplies of the missile seekers,

which guide the missiles in their final flight stages.

"It could take several years before MHI is able to raise

output" due to the shortage, said one industry source,

who, like others, declined to be named because they

are not authorized to speak to the media.

Boeing began expanding its seeker factory in the

United States last year to increase production by 30

percent, but the new production lines won't be

operational until 2027. A Boeing representative

referred questions to Lockheed Martin, the primary
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contractor for the interceptor. Lockheed Martin plans

to increase U.S. output of Patriot interceptors from 500

to 650 by 2027, with each costing about USD 4 million.

Even with sufficient seekers, increasing annual PAC-3

production in Japan beyond 60 would require MHI to

build additional capacity. Japan's 2022 plan to double

military spending includes financial support for

defense companies to expand production, but these

subsidies apply only to equipment for Japan's Self

Defense Forces, not exports. Therefore, MHI or the U.S.

would need to fund a new PAC-3 factory, potentially

costing tens of millions of dollars. [Al Mayadeen]

[Nikkei Asia] [Reuters]

Japan to arrange provision of USD 3.3

billion in G7 loans for Ukraine

(rl) Japan is set to arrange to shoulder USD 3.3 billion in

loans to Ukraine as part of the support from Group of

Seven (G7) members. This initiative uses interest from

Russian sovereign assets frozen due to sanctions over

Moscow's invasion of Ukraine, according to diplomatic

sources.

The G7 members have been coordinating the

disbursement of aid following their leaders' agreement

during the June summit in Italy to provide USD 50

billion to support Ukraine, which has been under

invasion by Russia since February 2022.

The United States and the European Union are each

expected to contribute USD 20 billion, while Japan,

Britain, and Canada will share the remaining USD 10

billion, reflecting close ranks between Japan and its

Western allies in continued support for Ukraine. The

G7 aims to start the project by the end of this year.

France, Germany, and Italy are currently not

participating in the lending program, as the European

Union already has a similar support plan. The G7

finance ministers and central bank chiefs will discuss

the issue later this month in Rio de Janeiro during a

meeting with their counterparts from the Group of 20

economies.

The loan deal addresses concern over "Ukraine

fatigue," with doubts about the long-term unity of the

United States and other partners in supplying weapons

and helping rebuild Ukraine's infrastructure. The G7

leaders stated in their communique that they intend to

allocate the funds to Ukraine "within the constraints of

our respective legal systems and administrative

requirements." [Kyodo News] [Yomiuri, in Japanese]
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In an earlier move, NATO pledged at its recent summit

in Washington, D.C., to provide minimum USD 43.3

billion within the next year. [AP News]

Taiwan and Japan coast guards conduct

joint rescue drill

(rl) On July 18, the coast guards of Taiwan and Japan

have conducted a joint search and rescue drill on

Japan's eastern coast, with one of Taiwan's vessels

recently making a refueling stop in Japan. This drill

follows a similar exercise conducted in Japan last year.

The refueling stop was part of the Taiwan coast guard's

high seas patrol mission to protect fishing boats. The

patrol vessel departed from Kaohsiung Port on June 21

and is expected to return to Taiwan on August 14.

In June, another Taiwan coast guard vessel anchored in

Honolulu during a similar fishery patrol mission, as

reported by Taiwanese media. These actions suggest

that Taipei is strengthening cooperation with Tokyo

and Washington despite the absence of official

diplomatic ties, amid increased pressure from Beijing.

China considers Taiwan part of its territory.

Taiwan's coast guard, in cooperation with the island's

Fisheries Agency, conducts two or three high-seas

fishery patrol missions annually. [AA] [Kyodo News]

Israel's invitation to this year’s atomic

bomb commemorations in Japan sparks

controversy

(rl) Hiroshima, the Japanese city devastated by a US

atomic bomb in 1945, is at the center of a growing

controversy after local officials dismissed calls to

disinvite Israel from its annual ceremony promoting

world peace as war rages in Gaza.

Every year on August 6, Hiroshima gathers foreign

officials and locals for a minute of silence at 8:15 a.m.,

marking the exact moment the bomb dropped, killing

tens of thousands and leading to the end of World War

II.

Some activists and atomic bomb survivors’ groups

argue the ceremony is no place for Israel, which is

currently conducting strikes in Gaza in response to

Hamas' attacks last October. They say the Hiroshima

city government should exclude Israel from this year’s

ceremony, similar to how Russia and Belarus were
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excluded in recent years due to the invasion of

Ukraine.

However, Hiroshima authorities insist on inviting all

countries. "It is not a double standard. Our policy is to

invite all countries. However, Russia and Belarus are

exceptions due to the invasion of Ukraine," said its

representative.

The city of Nagasaki, also bombed in 1945, has not yet

decided whether to invite Israel to its peace ceremony

on August 9, citing concerns that Israel’s involvement

might disrupt the event.

Hiroshima’s ceremony, which is the largest of its kind,

will see representatives from 115 countries and the

European Union this year. Activist groups like the

Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers

Organization and the Hiroshima-Palestine Vigil

Community have voiced their opposition to Israel's

participation, citing the ongoing conflict in Gaza.

“Why invite Israel if they are committing genocide-like

crimes, just like Russia and Belarus?” said Tetsuji

Kumada, executive director of the Hiroshima-based

group.

In contrast, other groups believe in inviting all nations.

"As a city of international peace, Hiroshima city needs

to invite all nations, regardless of whether they are at

war or not," said Kunihiko Sakuma, president of

Hiroshima Hidankyo, an atomic bomb survivors’

advocacy group.

While Israel has been invited, the Permanent General

Mission of Palestine in Tokyo has not received an

invitation, which it called a "double standard."

Hiroshima officials clarified they only invite countries

with embassies in Japan.

Japan's government, while taking a strong stance

against Russia's actions in Ukraine, has also expressed

concern over the situation in Gaza, offering

humanitarian aid and supporting a two-state solution.

[CNN] [The Times of Israel]

Anti-whaling activist arrested in

Greenland at request of Japanese

government

(rl) On July 21, the Greenland police have detained Paul

Watson, a US-Canadian anti-whaling activist, who may

be extradited to Japan. Watson, who founded the Sea

Shepherd activist group and the Captain Paul Watson
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Foundation, was apprehended when his ship arrived at

the port of Nuuk, Greenland's police reported.

Japan, which resumed commercial whaling in 2019 and

considers whale meat part of its cultural heritage,

issued an international arrest warrant for Watson due

to his efforts to obstruct Japanese whaling activities.

Watson's foundation called on the Danish government

to reject the extradition request, describing it as

politically motivated. Denmark's justice ministry will

decide whether to extradite Watson to Japan.

Only Iceland, Norway, and Japan currently conduct

commercial whaling, a practice criticized by

conservationists for its impact on ocean mammals.

[Aljazeera] [Reuters]

Laos-Thailand passenger train

commences operation

(dql) On July 20, the inaugural Laos-Thailand cross-

border direct passenger train service officially

commenced, operating between Krung Thep Aphiwat

Central station in Bangkok and Khamsavath railway

station in Vientiane, connecting the capitals of the two

countries.

The opening ceremony in Vientiane attended by Lao

Deputy Minister of Public Works and Transport

Saysongkham Manodham, Thai Deputy Minister of

Transport Surapong Piyachote, and representatives

from both countries. [Xinhua]

Malaysians evacuated from Bangladesh

(oc) On July 23, Malaysia evacuated 123 citizens from

Bangladesh, including 80 students, due to violent

unrest that has resulted in over 100 deaths. The

evacuees arrived at Kuala Lumpur International Airport

on a chartered AirAsia plane. More than 50 Malaysians

chose to remain in Bangladesh for work or study.

The unrest, triggered by a controversial government

job allocation system, has led to severe clashes

between police and protesters. The situation has been

exacerbated by university closures, an internet

blackout, and a national curfew. The protests

represent the most significant challenge to

Bangladesh’s government since Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina's recent election. Following a ruling by
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Bangladesh’s top court that scaled back the quota

system, the violence has reportedly subsided.

Malaysian Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution noted

that communication issues due to the internet outage

had complicated efforts to contact Malaysian citizens.

Prior to the evacuation flight, the Malaysian High

Commission in Dhaka facilitated the return of 19

students. [AP News]

Anwar Ibrahim calls for closer co-

operation between Malaysia and Bahrain

(oc) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim called for

closer cooperation with Bahrain after speaking with

the King of Bahrain - Sheikh Hamad - on July 19.

Anwar expressed his belief thar this closer relationship

will manifest itself in many forms and fields for the

mutual benefit of both nations. Politics and economy

are included, as well as education, culture, tourism and

the public health sector.

The meeting was part of the King’s visit to attend the

crowning of Malaysian new King Sultan Ibrahim (see

article in this edition). [Bernama]

Maldivian ministers visit China for

bilateral talks

(sa) Three Maldivian ministers are currently visiting

China from July 20 to July 24 at the invitation of

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi. The delegation

includes Foreign Minister Moosa Zameer, Finance

Minister Mohamed Shafeeq, and Minister of

Construction and Infrastructure Abdul Muthhalib,

accompanied by senior government officials.

During the trip, Minister Zameer will hold official talks

with Foreign Minister Wang Yi and meet with senior

Chinese government officials. Additionally, Zameer is

scheduled to engage with key Chinese companies

involved in the economic development of the Maldives.

This visit follows a recent meeting between Chinese

Ambassador Wang Lixin and Maldivian President

Mohamed Muizzu, where they discussed the

implementation of projects agreed upon during

President Muizzu's state visit to China earlier this year.

[The Edition]
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Maldives parliament approves criminal

investigation agreement with Sri Lanka

(sa) On July 22, the Maldives Parliament unanimously

approved an agreement with Sri Lanka to collaborate

on criminal investigations. The motion passed with 72

MPs voting in favor. President Muizzu had previously

requested parliamentary approval for the agreement

in a letter, emphasizing its purpose to strengthen

bilateral ties and provide mutual assistance in criminal

investigations.

Under the treaty, both countries will offer maximum

assistance within their legal frameworks to investigate

criminal cases and support the criminal justice process.

Mathiveri MP Hassan Zareer, Chair of the Foreign

Relations Committee, highlighted that the agreement

would enhance the Maldives' criminal justice system.

The Prosecutor General will act as the central authority

for collaboration requests, and the requesting nation

will bear all associated costs. [the edition]

Thailand police force arrest 80000

Myanmar nationals amid crackdown on

illegal migrant workers

(tl) Thai police and immigration officials have arrested

over 10,000 migrant workers during their 120-day

crackdown on undocumented migrant workers. 80,000

Myanmar workers were arrested with over 470 facing

fines or deportation for not having proper documents.

Inspections were carried out at various sites where

migrant workers are prevalent, including retail shops in

Bangkok's central district, factories, coconut

processing plants, restaurants in Udon Thani, and

construction sites in Chachoengsao.  

Almost 80 percent of the workers were Myanmar

nationals.  Foreigners working without holding proper

documents can be fined 5,000 to 50,000 Thai baht

(USD 140 to USD 1,400), a two-year ban on working in

Thailand, and deportation. Employers also face

penalties for employing undocumented foreign

workers, with fines of TBH 10,000 to 100,000 per

worker. In the case of repeated violations, employers

face up to one year in prison and fines ranging from

THB 50,000 to 200,000.

The crackdown on undocumented migrant workers

follows a reported rise in complaints from Thai citizens

about the rise in the number of foreign workers in the

country. [The Irrawaddy][Nation Thailand][Asia News

Network]
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Thai parliament accepts letter from

Myanmar labor activist groups regrading

worker rights in Thailand

(tl) Myanmar labor activists have submitted a letter to

the Thai Parliament requesting the easing of formal

requirements for Burmese gold-corn workers to work

in Thailand without a Myanmar military council

endorsement.

The activists, led by Kosurat, the leader of the Bright

Future group, requested that only one pink card “which

is the temporary identification card for foreign

residents in Thailand be issued,” without the need for

an identity certificate issued by the Myanmar Military

Council. The activists have also requested a meeting

with the chairman of the Labor Affairs Committee of

the Thai parliament and will continue to work

according to the law.

The Burmese military council has strictly enforced that

25 percent of expatriate workers' salaries be legally

transferred to banks in Myanmar and that workers pay

taxes to the country. The activists argue that due to the

economic crisis in Thailand after the Covid-19

pandemic, Myanmar workers who come to Thailand

face difficulties such as not working and not being paid

according to the law. [Voice of America]

Moreover, Myanmar Migrant workers in Thailand are

facing a significant challenge as the country's

population ages and labor-intensive industries struggle

to fill jobs. The minimum wage in Thailand has been

boosted twice this year, but many employers do not

pass on raises to their migrant-worker staff. Some

industry leaders even argue that the minimum wage

should not apply to migrants as they only send it

home.

Labor activists say many Myanmar workers in Thailand

are not getting the minimum wage, although data is

hard to come by given the huge numbers of

undocumented workers. Undocumented workers can

feel powerless to complain, fearing that approaching

authorities to report unfair treatment could result in

them being sent home. The problem is particularly

acute along the border, in places like Mae Sot, where

garment factories and plantations take advantage of

the abundant cheap labor from Myanmar.

Some informal sectors, like agriculture, can pay as little

as 36 baht (one dollar) a day. Even workers with the

proper paperwork know that a complaint to labor
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protection organizations will set off a long process of

inquiry, inevitably, they fear they could lose their jobs

or face intimidation by employers. Some workers have

complained and even taken their cases to court but are

still waiting years later for a resolution. [Radio Free

Asia]

Bangladesh has stopped dozens of

Myanmar security troops from entering

its territory

(tl) Approximately 60 personnels of the Myanmar junta

armed forces were denied admission by Bangladeshi

officials as they tried to enter Bangladeshi waters on

boats. After drifting on the international border on the

Naf River for several hours, the junta personnel made

their way back to Myanmar.

Bangladesh Border Guard and Coast Guard

Bangladesh stopped the boats from getting into the

country. The issue has not yet been addressed by the

foreign ministry of Bangladesh. Since May, Bangladeshi

officials have increased their patrols along the Naf

River in an effort to stop illegal entrance.

The incident occurred just days after 140 Myanmar

Border Guard Force members and soldiers crossed

into Bangladesh after being defeated by the Arakan

Army in northern Rakhine State. Bangladeshi officials

said many of those Myanmar personnel were "pushed

back" after a short interrogation. The Bangladeshi

Foreign Ministry reported that over 752 junta

personnel and their families had been handed over

since mid-February, despite the lack of an extradition

treaty. [Myanmar Now][The Irrawaddy]

India officials meet with Myanmar regime

leaders in Naypyitaw for banking and

finance cooperation

(tl) Indian Ambassador to Myanmar Abhay Thakur

discussed cooperation with the Myanmar regime and

central bank officials to enhance cooperation and

provide technical assistance. The envoy met with the

junta's planning and finance minister, Win Shein, in

Naypyitaw to discuss cooperation in the banking and

finance sector, loans and technical assistance from

India, and more training for officials in Myanmar. The

Indian ambassador also met with Central Bank of

Myanmar governor Than Than Swe to discuss
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rupee/kyat direct payments to promote bilateral trade

and cross-border payments via cards and mobile apps.

Many countries shun Myanmar's junta for its human

rights violations, but neighboring India has since the

2021 coup embraced the regime, providing diplomatic

and military support and promoting trade. The junta

has been short of hard currency since the putsch,

causing a stampede of foreign investors out of the

country. India has facilitated direct payment in kyat

and rupee for border trade and has been a major

buyer of Myanmar's beans and pulses. India is also

helping the junta with its planned election, although it

is widely ridiculed in Myanmar.

India has reaffirmed its continued cooperation with the

junta to implement a massive transport and

development project in Myanmar's westernmost state,

Rakhine. The Kaladan Multi-Transport Transit Project,

funded by India, aims to connect Kolkata with India's

remote northeast. [Global News Light of Myanmar]

[The Irrawaddy][Ministry of Information]

United States Congress to create special

envoy position for Rohingya case in

Myanmar

(tl) Legislators in the US are working to establish a

special envoy position within the State Department to

deal with the Rohingya minority that has been

internally displaced in Bangladesh and Myanmar. The

Rohingya Genocide Accountability and Protection Act

(Rohingya GAP Act) would allocate USD 10 million

annually for five years to the State Department's

Special Coordinator for Rohingya Atrocities Prevention

and Response.

Supporting atrocity crime investigations,

documentation, casework, transitional justice and

accountability systems, witness protection measures,

and technical assistance pertaining to the Rohingya

would be the envoy's duties. There would be a "Conflict

Observatory for Burma" to keep an eye on and

document political violence in Myanmar. Additionally,

college scholarships would be approved for Rohingya

refugees residing in the United States.

The bill was approved by the committee with

bipartisan support and heads to the full House of

Representatives for a vote. If successful, it will need to

be approved by the U.S. Senate. The bill is expected to

be passed quickly by the House. [Radio Free Asia]

[Benar News]
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Nepal committed to resolving boundary

disputes with India through diplomacy,

Prime Minister Oli says

(lm) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli reaffirmed Nepal's

commitment to resolving the Kalapani boundary

dispute with India through diplomatic channels. Citing

the Treaty of Sugauli, historical maps, and evidence, Oli

emphasized that the government would rely on

diplomacy to settle the issue.

The Kalapani and Susta regions have been points of

contention, with tensions escalating after both Nepal

and India published conflicting maps. Despite the lack

of formal talks, both nations have expressed intent to

address the boundary issues through established

mechanisms.

Nepal has repeatedly requested India to convene

meetings of the boundary mechanisms, which have

been stalled since the COVID-19 pandemic. The

Boundary Working Group (BWG), established in 2014,

focuses on technical tasks such as constructing and

restoring border pillars. However, meetings have not

been held for over a decade.

Oli assured Parliament that Nepal’s boundaries are

well understood and there is national consensus on

these issues. He stated that the government firmly

believes the eastern part of the Kali River, including

Limpiyadhura, Kalapani, and Lipulekh, belongs to

Nepal as per the 1816 Treaty of Sugauli. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal, Kiribati establish diplomatic

relations

(lm) Nepal and Kiribati, an island country in the

Micronesia subregion of Oceania, have established

diplomatic relations, bringing the total number of

countries with which Nepal has bilateral ties to 183.

This was formalized last week through the signing of a

joint communique by Lok Bahadur Thapa, Ambassador

and Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United

Nations, and Teburoro Tito, Ambassador and

Permanent Representative of Kiribati to the United

Nations, at the Permanent Mission of Nepal in New

York. The two ambassadors discussed various areas

for potential cooperation to benefit both nations.
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In a similar development earlier this year, Nepal

established diplomatic relations with Tonga, increasing

its bilateral ties to 182 countries at that time. [The

Kathmandu Post]

North Korea resumes launching trash-

contained balloons into South Korea

(jf) The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) reported on July 18

that North Korea has once again launched balloons,

believed to be carrying trash, towards South Korea.

According to the JCS, these balloons were seen heading

towards the northern part of Gyeonggi Province, which

surrounds Seoul. The public has been advised not to

touch any fallen balloons and to report them to the

military or police.

Since late May, North Korea is estimated to have

launched over 2,000 of these trash-carrying balloons in

retaliation against anti-Pyongyang leaflets sent by

North Korean defectors and activists in South Korea.

[The Korea Times]

Russian Prosecutor General visits North

Korea for the first time

(jf) Russian Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov has made

his first visit to North Korea, his office announced on

July 22, signaling growing ties between the two nations.

Upon his arrival at the Pyongyang airport, Krasnov was

welcomed by a representative from North Korea's

Supreme Prosecutor's Office, as stated on the office's

website. During his stay in Pyongyang, Krasnov is

scheduled to meet with his North Korean counterpart

and discuss bilateral cooperation with other officials.

Although the prosecutors' offices of Russia and North

Korea have maintained relations since signing a

cooperation agreement in December 2010, this marks

the first visit by a Russian chief prosecutor to North

Korea. [Yonhap News Agency]

Kim Jong-un speaks with visiting Russian

vice defense minister about military

cooperation
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(jf) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has emphasized

the "importance and necessity" of military cooperation

with Russia during discussions with Russia's Vice

Defense Minister Aleksey Krivoruchko, as reported by

state media on July 19. This meeting underscores the

growing military alignment between Pyongyang and

Moscow.

Kim met with the Russian delegation led by

Krivoruchko in Pyongyang on July 18, according to the

Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). He expressed

strong support and solidarity for Russia's conflict with

Ukraine and emphasized the need for closer military

unity between North Korea and Russia to enhance

bilateral relations. [KCNA]

Krivoruchko is the first high-ranking Russian military

official known to visit North Korea since Russian

President Vladimir Putin's summit with Kim Jong-un in

Pyongyang last month (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4),

marking Putin's first trip to North Korea in 24 years.

During the visit Kim and Putin signed a new

partnership treaty. This treaty stipulates that both

nations will provide military assistance "without delay"

if either is attacked. [The Korea Herald]

North Korea untouched by Donald

Trump's declaration of friendship with

Kim Jong Un

(jf) Marking its first response to the U.S. presidential

candidate Donald Trump’s frequent claims of his

friendship with leader Kim Jong-un, North Korea stated

on July 23 that it is indifferent to those comments.

During his recent acceptance speech as the Republican

nominee last week, Trump mentioned that he "got

along very well with him" and expressed a desire to

reengage with Kim.

North Korea's Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)

noted that Trump's remarks raised "a lingering desire"

for the prospects of North Korea-U.S. relations but

emphasized that the U.S. should make the right choice

in how to handle North Korea, regardless of who wins

the presidency.

Analysts argue that the remarks acknowledge the

friendship between Trump and Kim, while suggesting

that the future of U.S.-North Korea relations depends

entirely on U.S. actions. [Yonhap News Agency]
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Pakistan’s military leadership lauds

strong ties with China and PLA

anniversary event

(tj) Pakistan’s military leadership on July 18 hosted a

celebration on the occasion of the 97th anniversary of

the founding of China's People's Liberation Army (PLA)

at the General Headquarters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi. The

event was attended by Jiang Zaidong, the Chinese

ambassador to Islamabad, as the chief guest, along

with Defence Attaché Major General Wang Zhong,

Chinese embassy officials, and officers from Pakistan's

tri-services.

Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir

lauded the PLA's role in China's defense, security, and

national development. He highlighted the strong

bilateral military cooperation between the Pakistan

Army and the PLA, emphasizing the ironclad

brotherhood between the two nations.

Chinese ambassador Jiang Zaidong commended the

Pakistani military for its significant sacrifices in

countering terrorism and maintaining peace and

stability in Pakistan and the broader region. [The

Express Tribune]

Pakistan labels Israeli Prime Minister

Netanyahu a terrorist, institutes BDS

framework

(lm) The Pakistani government has declared Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu a “terrorist” and

instituted a Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS)

framework as part of an agreement to end a protest by

the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), a far-right

Islamic political party in Pakistan. This decision

followed days of demonstrations by TLP supporters,

who blocked a key road connecting Islamabad to

Rawalpindi, condemning Israeli strikes in Gaza and

demanding government action against Israel.

In response, Pakistan's government agreed to boycott

Israeli products and those of companies seen as

supportive of Israel. The government also pledged to

send over 1,000 tons of relief supplies to Palestinians

by the end of the month, having already sent nine aid

shipments since October 2023. Additionally, a

committee was formed to identify products with links

to Israel for the boycott.

The TLP has a history of influencing government policy

through public demonstrations, as seen in their 2017
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sit-in against an amendment to the parliamentary

oath. Pakistan, which has no diplomatic or trade ties

with Israel, supports the creation of a Palestinian state

based on pre-1967 borders and has previously

described the situation in Gaza as "genocide."

[Pakistan Observer] [Associated Press] [Jewish News

Syndicate]

Pakistan condemns fresh Israeli attack on Gaza’s Khan

Younis, calls it ‘mockery of humanity’

In related developments, Pakistan Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif condemned recent Israeli strikes in

Gaza's Khan Younis that killed 49 Palestinians, calling it

a "mockery of humanity." The attacks occurred after

Israeli tanks entered the area and ordered

evacuations, claiming militants were using some

districts for renewed attacks.

Sharif criticized the attacks for not allowing refugees

time to evacuate and accused Israeli forces of pursuing

an agenda of genocide against Palestinians. He

reiterated Pakistan's support for Palestinian self-

determination and urged the United Nations to resolve

the Palestine issue. [Arab News]

Pakistan offers full support to Oman in

fight against terrorism

(ss/lm) Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, expressed

Islamabad’s full support to Oman in combating

terrorism during a phone call with Oman's Foreign

Minister, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood

Albusaidi. The call followed a rare shooting attack in

Muscat that killed six people, including a policeman,

and injured 28 others. The three attackers, who were

also killed by security forces, were claimed by the

Islamic State (IS) group. Among the victims, four were

Pakistani and one was Indian. [bbc]

During the conversation, Dar appreciated Oman's

assistance in repatriating the deceased Pakistanis and

caring for the wounded nationals. They also reviewed

bilateral relations, including political, economic, and

defense cooperation, as well as people-to-people

exchanges. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan welcomes Omani investors’ visit to Islamabad

with economic cooperation on agenda

In related news, Pakistan is welcoming a delegation of

Omani investors to Islamabad this week to explore

areas of mutually beneficial economic cooperation.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-itr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-ity/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-itj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-itj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-itt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-iti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-itd/


This visit is particularly significant given Pakistan's

current economic challenges, including low foreign

exchange reserves, currency devaluation, and high

inflation.

The visit is part of Pakistan's broader strategy to attract

foreign investment, with recent engagements involving

Saudi Arabia, Japan, Azerbaijan, Qatar, and other

countries. [Arab News]

Kuwait pledges full support to strengthen

Pakistan's economy and bilateral ties

(ss) Kuwait has pledged to offer full support in boosting

Pakistan's economy and enhancing bilateral

cooperation. This commitment was made by Kuwaiti

ambassador to Pakistan, Abdul Rahman Almutairi,

during a meeting with Pakistan's Minister for

Privatization, Abdul Aleem Khan, in Islamabad. The

ambassador emphasized Kuwait's significant regard

for its relationship with Pakistan and assured that all

agreements made with Pakistan would be executed

promptly. Both parties deliberated on ways to improve

trade relations and agreed to advance their

cooperation in a more organized manner. [Radio

Pakistan]

Pakistan navy conducts sea training for

Saudi naval officers, cadets

(ss) The Pakistan Navy conducted a sea training

exercise for 96 officers and cadets from the Royal

Saudi Naval Forces (RSNF) of the King Fahad Naval

Academy. This training included modules on tactics,

weapon handling, combat training, navigation, naval

operations, and seamanship, along with a

familiarization tour to Naval Aviation. The collaboration

highlights the longstanding and robust military ties

between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, which have

included extensive support, arms, and training for the

Saudi armed forces since the 1970s. [Arab News]

Turkmenistan's foreign minister visits

Pakistan to strengthen trade ties

(ss) Turkmenistan's Foreign Minister Rasit Meredow

arrived in Pakistan on July 22 for a two-day visit. Prior

to his departure on July 24, Meredow will have

engaged in extensive talks with Pakistan’s Deputy
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Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Mohammad Ishaq

Dar, and other Pakistani leaders.

This visit is part of a series of recent engagements

aimed at strengthening economic ties between

Pakistan and Central Asia, including interactions with

leaders from Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan. Islamabad

aims to leverage its strategic position as a trade and

transit hub connecting landlocked Central Asian

republics to the rest of the world.

Pakistan is seeking to boost trade and investment

relations to stabilize its USD 350 billion economy,

currently facing a balance of payment crisis, high

inflation, and external debt. The China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC), with Beijing's investment of

around USD 65 billion in various projects, presents a

strategic opportunity for Central Asian states to

transport their goods to regional and global markets

more efficiently. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Romania agree to strengthen

bilateral trade ties

(ss) Pakistan and Romania have agreed to enhance

their bilateral trade and economic relations. On July 18

in Islamabad, the Embassy of Romania in Pakistan

signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with

the Pakistan Romania Business Council (PRBC). The

MoU was signed by Romanian Chargé d'Affaires

Eduard-Robert Preda and PRBC Chairman Sohail

Shamim. This agreement establishes a framework for

bilateral cooperation aimed at promoting and

strengthening trade between the two countries. [Radio

Pakistan]

Philippines, United States foreign, defense

chiefs to meet on July 30

(rr/lm) Manila will host the fourth 2+2 joint ministerial

meeting between the defense and foreign ministers of

the Philippines and the United States on July 30.

Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo

and Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. will meet

with their US counterparts, State Secretary Antony

Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, to discuss

enhancing bilateral relations and addressing regional

security challenges. Blinken and Austin will also meet

with President Marcos Jr. during their visit. [Rappler]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-iil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-iir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-iir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-iiy/


Trump to sustain strong ties between US, Philippines,

Manila’s envoy says

In related developments, former President Donald

Trump will continue to support strong US-Philippines

relations if he returns to office, according to Manila's

envoy to Washington, Ambassador Jose Manuel

Romualdez. In an interview, Romualdez expressed

confidence that there will be no significant changes in

US policies towards the Philippines or the Indo-Pacific

region under Trump. He noted that despite past

fluctuations, the relationship between the two

countries has always been resilient. [Bloomberg]

US aims for a 'strong, independent' nuclear regulator in

the Philippines

Meanwhile, the US aims to establish a strong,

independent nuclear regulatory body in the

Philippines, following the recent 123 Agreement

between the two countries, which sets US standards

for nuclear nonproliferation and permits the export of

nuclear equipment to the Philippines. Christopher

Hanson, chair of the US Nuclear Regulatory

Commission (NRC), emphasized the importance of

such a body for public trust and safety. The NRC will

provide training and support to the Philippine Nuclear

Research Institute (PNRI), with some PNRI staff set to

attend a nuclear power engineering course in the US.

Currently, a bill to establish this independent

regulatory body is pending in the Philippine Senate.

[Rappler]

Singapore sends 1,000 tons of rice, 300

tons of sardines to alleviate hunger crisis

in Gaza

(sm) Singapore’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Vivian

Balakrishnan announced the city-state's fourth tranche

of humanitarian assistance for Gaza, comprising

approximately 300 metric tons of halal-certified

canned sardines and 1000 metric tons of white rice.

These supplies will be transported via sea freight from

Singapore to Larnaca, Cyprus, and then to Gaza, in

cooperation with the UAE and Cyprus. This aid is part

of Singapore’s ongoing efforts to support civilians in

Gaza, bringing their total contribution to over SGD 17

million (USD 12.58 million). Singapore continues to call

for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire and the safe

release of all hostages. [AsiaOne] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Singapore]
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Singapore-Australia green shipping

initiative asks for proposals

(lb) The Australia-Singapore Initiative on Low-Emissions

Technologies (ASLET) is inviting proposals from

companies and research institutes to enhance the use

of low-emission fuels and technologies in maritime

operations. This initiative, co-delivered by CSIRO and

the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA), is

supported by both governments and aims to reduce

costs, improve readiness, and increase investment in

low-emission technologies. Funding support includes

up to 30 percent for non-SME companies, 50 percent

for SMEs, and 100 percent for research institutes'

approved direct costs. Launched in April 2024, the $20

million initiative also supports the Green and Digital

Shipping Corridor to decarbonize and digitize shipping

routes between Singapore and Australia. [Safety 4 Sea]

South Korea responds to North Korea's

garbage balloons with extensive

propaganda broadcasts

(jf) In response to North Korea's repeated launches of

trash-filled balloons, South Korea's military intensified

its psychological campaign on July 21 by broadcasting

K-pop songs and news through loudspeakers across

the border.

North Korea has sent over 2,000 trash-filled balloons

into South Korea on nine occasions, including around

360 balloons launched on July 21, as retaliation for

anti-Pyongyang leaflets sent by North Korean defectors

in South Korea using balloons. [Yonhap News Agency]

Ex-CIA official charged with spying for

South Korean agency

(jf) Sue Mi Terry, a former CIA official and noted expert

on Korean Peninsula affairs, has been charged with

acting as an unregistered agent for the South Korean

government since at least 2013 and accepting bribes,

according to an indictment revealed on July 16 in a

federal court in Manhattan.

The indictment accuses Terry of promoting South

Korean policy positions through published articles and

media appearances, sharing non-public US

government information with South Korean

intelligence officers, and facilitating interactions
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between South Korean officials and US government

personnel.

Specifically, Terry is alleged to have given a South

Korean intelligence officer a handwritten note

containing sensitive details from a meeting with US

Secretary of State Antony Blinken about North Korea

policy in June 2022. She is also accused of accepting

numerous bribes from South Korean intelligence,

including luxury handbags, a Dolce & Gabbana coat,

expensive dinners, and over USD37,000 disguised as

funding for a public program on Korean affairs.

The US Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) requires

individuals acting as agents for foreign entities in the

US to disclose their activities and affiliations to the

Attorney General. [The Korean Herald]

US and South Korea start joint F/A-18 and

F-35B air drills

(jf) On July 23, South Korea and the United States

kicked off a joint air exercise, aimed at strengthening

their joint combat capabilities in response to North

Korea's evolving threats.

The exercise, running until August 8 at an air base in

Suwon, south of Seoul, will feature U.S. Marine Corps

F/A-18C/D and F-35B fighters, alongside South Korea's

F-16, FA-50, KA-1, and F-15K aircraft. The joint drills will

include training on base fighter maneuvers, close air

support, air interdiction, and defense counter air,

aiming to improve the interoperability of different

aircraft types between the allies. [Yonhap News

Agency]

US Air Force will assign F-16 fighter jets to

Osan Air Base in South Korea

(jf) On July 19, the U.S. 7th Air Force announced that it

will temporarily move 31 F-16 fighter jets to Osan Air

Base to boost readiness and combat capabilities.

As part of a year-long initiative, nine F-16s currently

stationed at the 8th Fighter Wing at Kunsan Air Base

will be reassigned to the 36th Fighter Squadron at

Osan Air Base in Pyeongtaek, located 60 kilometers

south of Seoul.

This temporary relocation, which will increase the total

number of F-16s at Osan to 31 and create a "Super

Squadron," aims to assess the impact on sortie
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generation, manpower, maintenance, and logistics

requirements. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea presidential office says South

Korea-US alliance holds “bipartisan”

support

(jf) The presidential office announced on July 22 that

South Korea will maintain close cooperation with the

United States regardless of the outcome of the

upcoming presidential election, as the bilateral alliance

enjoys bipartisan support.

U.S. President Joe Biden announced he would not seek

reelection amid increasing pressure from fellow

Democrats, endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris as

the party's candidate to challenge Republican Donald

Trump in the November election.

A senior presidential official stated that "support for

the Korea-U.S. alliance within the U.S. is bipartisan, and

our government will continue to work closely with the

U.S. to further develop the global comprehensive

strategic alliance." [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea, Canada agree to strengthen

economic and security ties

(jf) On July 18, top diplomats from South Korea and

Canada met to explore ways to enhance cooperation in

regional security, the economy, technology, and other

areas, as announced by South Korea's foreign ministry.

During the discussions, Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul

and his Canadian counterpart, Melanie Joly, adopted

an "action plan" aimed at strengthening their

comprehensive partnership across various sectors,

including security, the economy, supply chains,

technology, health, and climate change.

 Cho and Joly committed to further formalizing bilateral

cooperation by organizing senior-level foreign and

defense official talks and preparing for a high-level

"two plus two" economic security dialogue through

director-general level discussions later this month.

The ministers also voiced their concerns about North

Korea's growing military and economic collaboration

with Russia, following the signing of a "comprehensive

strategic partnership" treaty between the two

countries last month. Additionally, Joly reaffirmed
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Canada's support for efforts toward North Korea's

denuclearization, according to the ministry. [The Korea

Herald]

South Korea awarded nuclear power plant

deal in Czech Republic

(jf) South Korea has successfully bid for a KRW 24

trillion (USD 17.4 billion) nuclear power plant project in

the Czech Republic, the country’s largest energy

project, involving the construction of at least two

1,000-megawatt nuclear units in Dukovany, a city 170

kilometers southeast of Prague.

On July 17, Czech Prime Minister Fiala announced the

decision to select a South Korean consortium, led by

the state-owned Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power (KHNP),

as the preferred bidder for up to four nuclear units in

the European country.

Prior to this announcement, President Yoon Suk-yeol

had sent Industry Minister Ahn Duk-geun to the Czech

Republic to bolster their bid. The KHNP-led consortium

has now secured the priority for signing the KRW 24

trillion construction deal for the two nuclear units, as

well as the exclusive right to negotiate for two

additional units in Temelin, 100 kilometers south of

Prague, pending government approval.

President Yoon has been a strong advocate for nuclear

energy, reversing the previous administration's

phaseout policy and increasing nuclear power's share

in South Korea's energy mix to the low 30-percent

range as of 2022. This is a significant increase from the

previous administration's low of 23.7 percent in 2018,

according to the World Nuclear Association.

South Korea has a proven track record in nuclear

exports. The consortium built three of the four nuclear

units at Barakah in the United Arab Emirates, with the

fourth set to begin operations later this year. This

project, signed in 2009, significantly boosted then-

President Lee Myung-bak's approval ratings. [The

Korea Herald]

South Korea foreign minister meets Saudi

Arabian foreign minister in Riyadh

(jf) On July 17 first Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun

met with his Saudi Arabian counterpart, Waleed Al-

Khuraiji, in Riyadh to explore ways to enhance bilateral

relations in energy and other sectors.  
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During the meeting, Kim emphasized the importance

of increased cooperation, particularly involving South

Korean companies in construction and infrastructure

projects like the Shaheen and Jafurah projects. Al-

Khuraiji expressed a desire to strengthen ties with

South Korea, recognizing it as a crucial partner in

achieving Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030. This initiative

aims to transform the nation's economy by reducing its

dependence on oil and promoting renewable energy

sources like hydrogen. [Yonhap News Agency]

The meeting was a follow-up to President Yoon Suk

Yeol's state visit to Saudi Arabia last October (see AiR

No. 44, October/2023, 5). During that visit, Yoon and

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman agreed to

diversify economic cooperation and create more

business opportunities for South Korean companies.

As a result of the visit, deals and memoranda of

understanding totaling USD 15.6 billion were signed

with Riyadh, covering various sectors such as crude oil,

hydrogen energy, statistics, food, and medical

products.

South Korea, Turkey double taxation

avoidance treaty to go into enforcement 

(jf) On July 19, The Ministry of Economy and Finance of

South Korea announced that a revised double taxation

avoidance agreement with Turkey is set to take effect

on July 28. This updated treaty caps the withholding

tax rate on income payments in the source country at

15 percent, compared to the previous rate of 20

percent.

The revision is intended to lighten the tax load for

companies operating in the other country, while also

enhancing measures to prevent double taxation and

tax evasion. According to the ministry, South Korea

and Turkey agreed on this revision in October 2021.

[BIZ]

South Korea, Albania discuss ways to

strengthen cooperation on security and

innovative technologies

(jf) On July 22, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-

yul met with Albanian Foreign Minister Igli Hasani to

discuss enhancing cooperation in security, new

technologies, and the overall economy, as reported by

Seoul's foreign ministry.
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During their meeting in Seoul, Cho expressed a desire

for stronger relations with Albania in areas such as

cyber security, artificial intelligence, and other

advanced technology sectors. This comes as South

Korea aims to boost cooperation with major European

nations in fields like the arms industry and nuclear

sectors. Cho also emphasized the importance of closer

collaboration between the two countries in addressing

growing cross-border security threats.

Hasani highlighted the significance of bilateral

relations, especially in the economy and information

technology sectors. He expressed expectations for

increased business-to-business exchanges and

stronger ties in the culture and tourism industries.

[Yonhap News Agency]

Premier Cho reaffirms Taiwan-US ties

amid Trump's call for Taiwan to pay for US

defense against China

(jp) Taiwan is prepared to take on greater responsibility

for its self-defense, Premier Cho Jung-tai stated on July

17. Cho's remarks were in response to Trump's

interview with Bloomberg published on July 16, where

the former president likened the US to an insurance

company, saying Taiwan "doesn’t give us anything,"

and suggested that Taiwan should compensate the

U.S. for its defense.

Cho responded by highlighting Taiwan's proactive

defense measures and international responsibilities,

which he believes will garner further global support.

[New York Times] [The Guardian]

Cho expressed gratitude for US support in Taiwan's

efforts to participate in international organizations. He

underscored Taiwan's role in the global high-tech

supply chain, particularly in semiconductor

manufacturing. Cho assured that research and

development would remain in Taiwan, when asked

about the government’s response if Trump were to

return to the White House and demand that Taipei

relocate research and development to the US. [Taipei

Times]

Cho highlighted Taiwan's ongoing efforts to enhance

its self-defense capabilities. These include increasing

defense spending, reinstating one-year compulsory

military service, and strengthening societal resilience

against various challenges. He expressed confidence

that these measures would garner more international

support, particularly from Washington, which has
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consistently shown concern for Taiwan's security.

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan and Japan conduct joint maritime

exercise to enhance vessel safety

(jp) Taiwan's Coast Guard Administration (CGA)

confirmed it conducted a joint maritime exercise with

the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) on July 18 to improve

vessel navigation safety. The drill took place in waters

south of the Boso Peninsula in Chiba Prefecture,

arranged under a 2017 memorandum of

understanding (MOU) signed by the Japan-Taiwan

Exchange Association and the Taiwan-Japan Relations

Association. The MOU between Taiwan and Japan

covers maritime search and rescue cooperation, as

well as efforts against smuggling and illegal border

entry, highlighting the ongoing framework for maritime

collaboration between the two regions.

This exercise marks the first joint maritime drill

between the two coast guards since Japan and Taiwan

severed diplomatic ties in 1972. The CGA's Hsun Hu

No. 9 and the JCG's Sagami patrol vessel simulated a

maritime rescue operation to enhance coordination

through information sharing and search area

adjustments. [Focus Taiwan] [Japan News]

Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

stated that the drills were part of practical cooperation

and exchanges in the area of maritime search and

rescue operations and "not aimed at any third country,

including China." [AP News] [Focus Taiwan]

China expressed disapproval on July 19 regarding

Japan's joint maritime exercises with Taiwan. China has

lodged a formal complaint with Japan, urging it to

adhere to the 'one-China' principle, rectify its actions

immediately, and refrain from supporting Taiwan

independence movements in any form, said Foreign

Ministry of Japan. [Japan Times]

Taiwan's Straits Exchange Foundation

(SEF) assigns personnel to Kinmen to

enhance cross-strait ties

(jp) The Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) of Taiwan

announced on July 20 that it will deploy personnel to a

local service center in Kinmen County to promote

cross-strait relations.
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SEF staff will be stationed at the Kinmen service center

to manage ferry-related services between Kinmen and

Xiamen, China. This initiative is part of the "mini-three

links," which cover direct trade, postal, and

transportation exchanges between specific

administrative areas of both sides. These ferry services

resumed in January 2023 after a three-year suspension

due to COVID-19.

The SEF, a semiofficial body overseen by Taiwan's

Mainland Affairs Council, handles technical matters

with China. SEF Vice Chairman and Secretary-General

Luo Wen-jia emphasized that resuming equal and

reciprocal cross-strait exchanges is a key policy of the

Taiwanese government.

He also announced his planned participation in the

Xiamen-Kinmen relay swimming contest as an example

of promoting positive interactions. Luo expressed

hope that the SEF's efforts would encourage a

favorable response from China. He noted that

continuous goodwill without reciprocation would be a

missed opportunity. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Guatemalan Congress President delivers

resolution supporting Taiwan

(jp) Guatemalan Congress President Nery Abilio Ramos

y Ramo delivered a written resolution to Taiwan’s

Minister of Foreign Affairs Lin Chia-lung on July 15,

expressing support for Taiwan’s participation in

international organizations. Ramos was in Taiwan with

a cross-party delegation for a five-day visit, invited by

Taiwan’s government.

During a meeting with President Lai Ching-te on July

16, Guatemalan Congress President Nery Ramos

expressed gratitude to Taiwan for its substantial

foreign aid, which he credited as foundational to

Guatemala’s national development. Ramos

acknowledged Taiwan’s significant contributions in

education, health, technology, economics, and trade.

He highlighted cooperative projects that have notably

benefited Guatemalan farmers by improving the

quality of coffee beans, papayas, and other produce. 

[Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

President Lai emphasized the hope for deeper

collaboration between the two nations. He noted that

Taiwanese business delegations have visited

Guatemala this year to explore opportunities in the

textile, coffee, and seafood industries. Lai expressed

confidence in continued cooperation to foster national
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development and address mutual challenges. [Focus

Taiwan]

Thai Foreign Minister follows up on

Cambodia-Thailand Special Economic

Zone in Sa Kaeo province

(bk) On July 17, Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa

visited the Sa Kaeo Industrial Estate, in Sa Kaeo

province located in Eastern Thailand near its border

with Cambodia, building on recent bilateral meetings

between the two countries' leaders during his trip to

Cambodia on June 27.

During his visit to Sa Kaeo, he met with the Provincial

Governor and local entrepreneurs and reviewed cross-

border trade and investment activities between

Cambodia and Thailand, with a specific focus on the

development of the Sa Kaeo Special Economic Zone, a

joint initiative by the Cambodian and Thai

governments which began in 2015. The Thai

entrepreneurs voiced concerns over the initiative's

sluggish progress, attributed to insufficient efforts to

attract investors and regulatory hurdles, especially the

city planning and environmental laws, as barriers to

approving new investment projects. Additionally, they

urged the government to expedite the opening of two

border checkpoints in Ban Pa Rai and Nong Ian to

facilitate smoother transportation of goods to and

from Cambodia.

Addressing the concerns, Foreign Minister Maris noted

that the Board of Investment has approved investment

privileges for projects totaling THB 8.14 billion (USD

0.23 billion) in four subdistricts of Sa Kaeo: Phak Kha,

Ban Dan, Tha Kham, and Pa Rai, focusing on industries

like plastic packaging, animal feed, sugar, and sanitary

products. He also mentioned the potential for future

investments in food processing industries such as

sugarcane, tapioca, and corn for animal feed, which

are in high demand in Cambodia.

According to the Sa Kaeo Chamber of Commerce, trade

between Sa Kaeo province and Cambodia in 2023

amounted to THB 102 billion (USD 2.8 billion),

representing 61.35 percent of Thailand's total cross-

border trade with Cambodia. However, this figure

marked a 22.11 percent decline from the previous

year, mainly due to competition from cheaper Chinese

products and the expiration of Cambodian tax

incentives. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [The Nation]
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Myanmar murder suspects surrender to

escape Thailand

(lm) A Myanmar couple suspected of murdering an

Iranian restaurateur and his Thai wife in Pattaya

surrendered to police in Nakhon Pathom, Thailand,

seeking repatriation. The couple allegedly targeted the

victims for their valuables.

The couple surrendered to police for illegal

immigration and expressed their wish to return to

Myanmar. Thai police fined them and sent them to the

border in Mae Sot, where they likely crossed into

Myanmar. Thai authorities have requested assistance

from Myanmar to apprehend the suspects.

The victims' daughter revealed that the Myanmar

employee and his wife were allowed to stay on the

upper floor of the building. The Iranian man had

previously scolded the employee for incidents

involving missing money. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand remains major source of drugs

smuggled into South Korea

(lm) Thailand continues to be a major source of illicit

drugs smuggled into South Korea, accounting for 25

percent of the 298 kilograms of narcotics seized at

South Korean entry points in the first half of 2024. This

makes Thailand the leading source of these drugs,

followed by the United States at 20 percent. Although

the overall volume of seized drugs has decreased by 9

percent compared to the same period in 2023, South

Korean authorities have noted an increase in small-

scale smuggling attempts. This shift is attributed to

tighter border controls, which have reduced large-scale

trafficking. Among the smuggling methods, 22 percent

were made by air travelers, 53 percent through

international mail, and 24 percent via express cargo.

[Bangkok Post]

Finnish ban fails to deter Thai fruit

pickers

(lm) Despite a ban by Finland, Thai workers continue to

be lured into illegal fruit picking jobs in the Nordic

country. The Department of Employment in Thailand is

investigating local agents who deceived 43 Thai

individuals, including seven women, by promising

them jobs as wild fruit pickers in Finland. These
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individuals were detained before boarding a flight at

Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok.

The Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs had suspended

Schengen visa applications for wild berry pickers from

Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar for the summer

harvest season. This decision followed a tightening of

visa application procedures in February 2023, due to

allegations of serious crimes, including human

trafficking, during the previous autumn's harvest

season.

Thai authorities are now checking the backgrounds of

those detained and working with Finnish counterparts

to adjust regulations to benefit workers and address

human trafficking concerns. Finnish authorities are

collaborating with researchers to evaluate the impact

of regulatory options and to develop further policy

changes. [Bangkok Post]

China's top EV maker, BYD, is aiming for

significant expansion in Vietnam

(wn) China’s top electric vehicle (EV) maker, BYD, has

announced plans for a major expansion in Vietnam,

which could pose a significant challenge for Vinfast,

Vietnam’s local EV rival. Over the weekend, BYP

opened over a dozen dealerships, with plans to expand

to 100 showrooms nationwide within three years. The

initial product lineup includes three models, with plans

to expand to six models by October.

Currently, all BYD models for Vietnam will be imported,

as the decision on establishing a local plant is still

pending. Although the Vietnamese government

previously announced BYD's plans to build a factory in

the north, progress has slowed, and the company is in

talks with various localities to optimize the plant plan.

There are also speculations that new United States

regulations on Chinese EV imports may influence BYD's

production strategies in Southeast Asia, potentially

benefiting countries like Thailand and Vietnam. These

regulations could restrict certain Chinese EV

components, such as software, sensors, and cameras,

from entering the US market. [Asia Financial] [Vietnam

News]

Vietnam demands information from

Thailand regarding 'cyanide tea' murder-

suicide
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(wn) Vietnam has demanded more information from

Thailand regarding a quintuple-murder suicide case

involving Vietnamese victims at the Grand Hyatt

Erawan hotel in Bangkok. Six people, including four

Vietnamese and two Americans, were found dead in a

hotel room on July 16. The Vietnamese Embassy is

cooperating with Thai authorities to investigate the

incident and support the victims' families with funeral

arrangements. The deaths are suspected to have been

caused by cyanide poisoning, with the alleged

perpetrator, Sherine Chong, reportedly lacing tea with

cyanide due to business conflicts. The Vietnamese

Prime Minister and Ministry of Public Security are also

involved in the investigation. [Vietnam Express]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

 26 July 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

 Asia in Review Webinar Series

 Understanding China’s Path Forward:

Insights from the 20th CCP Central

Committee’s Third Plenum

Against the backdrop of the recent Third Plenum of

20th Central Committee of the Chinese Communist

Party, this webinar will provide an in-depth analysis of

the plenum’s outcomes, focusing on the proposed

economic policies and reforms. It will also explore the

broader implications for Chinese foreign policy and

global relations.

For more information, see [CPG].
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31 July 2024 @3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG, Thailand

CPG event series on peace & security in

Asia

Geopolitical Dynamics and Internal Power

Struggles: Where is the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization Heading?

Against the backdrop of the recent summit of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), this online

panel discussion will explore the internal power

dynamics within the SCO and analyze their impact on

the organization’s future amidst the evolving global

geopolitical landscape.

For more information, see [CPG].

24 July 2024 @ 3:00 -4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Inter-

American Dialogue, USA

Disability, Social Protection, and Public

Finance

This event presents the results of two studies that lie in

the intersection of disability rights, inclusive social

protection, and fiscal policies and that address the

challenges involved in costing and budgeting disability-

inclusive public policy.

For more information, visit [The Dialogue].

24 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Book Event - Passcode to the Third Floor:

An Insider's Account of Life Among North

Korea's Political Elite

Join the Korea Chair at the Center for Strategic and

International Studies (CSIS) for a discussion of Yong-ho

Thae's new book, Passcode to the Third Floor: An

Insider's Account of Life Among North Korea's Political

Elite. Yong-ho Thae was a leading North Korean

diplomat to the United Kingdom and Northern Europe

—until his dramatic defection to South Korea in 2016.

In this gripping tell-all, he reveals the inner workings of
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the North Korean regime and shares the story of his

decision to leave.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

24 July 2024 @ 10:00- 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

What Does Infant Formula Have to do

with National Security?

In 2020, Laura Modi launched Bobbie, the first U.S.-

based manufactured organic formula company. Laura

joins Dr. Kathleen McInnis and Lauren Bedula, the

Managing Director at Beacon Global Strategies, for a

discussion on how her company was defined during a

national infant formula shortage, including what she

learned about the infant formula industry, and how

symbolic it is to everything broken in our society for

parents.  

For more information, visit [CSIS].

24 July 2024 @ 12:30- 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), American

Enterprise Institute, USA

Delivering on a Shared Vision with

America’s Indo-Pacific Allies and Partners

Previewing upcoming travel by Secretary of Defense

Lloyd J. Austin III and Secretary of State Antony Blinken

to the Indo-Pacific region, AEI’s Kori Schake and Zack

Cooper will speak with senior officials from the Biden

administration about their efforts to strengthen

alliances and partnerships in support of a shared

vision for a free and open region. Panelists Daniel J.

Kritenbrink of the State Department, Mira Rapp-

Hooper of the National Security Council, and Ely S.

Ratner of the Department of Defense will discuss

President Joe Biden’s, Secretary Austin’s, and Secretary

Blinken’s recent and upcoming engagements with their

regional counterparts. Panelists will then review how

these engagements advance the United States’ Indo-

Pacific strategy and regional priorities and address

challenges such as countering China’s coercion and

North Korea’s provocations.

For more information, visit [AEI].
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24 July 2024 @ 10:30 -11:45 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof

Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Are the People Empowered? First-year

Review of Malaysia’s Madani Economy

This webinar reviews the Madani Economy at the one-

year mark. Our speakers will evaluate the state of

workers and households amid new opportunities and

uncertainties, and the track record of sustainable

development. The experts will also examine the

prospects for energy transition and industrial

transformation, and whether SMEs are truly being

empowered to drive the economy forward.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

24 July 2024 @ 5:00-6:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

The IMF at 80: An Assessment of its

Policies in the MENA Region

The Malcolm H. Kerr Carnegie Middle East Center is

hosting a policy webinar, to assess the work of the IMF

in the region, historically and in the present. The

webinar will examine how the role of the IMF has

evolved over time, evaluate its latest programs in the

region, and discuss how the IMF can do better in the

future. The event will feature Alia Moubayed and Nabil

Abdo and will be moderated by Malcolm H. Kerr

Carnegie Middle East Center fellow Nur Arafeh.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

24 July 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Challenges and opportunities in the DRC:

A conversation with President Félix

Tshisekedi

The Africa Security Initiative and the Africa Growth

Initiative at Brookings will host President Félix

Tshisekedi of the DRC for an analytical discussion of

the country’s institutions, economy, development, and

security. The featured discussion will be followed by a

panel of experts.

For more information, visit [Brookings].
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24 July 2024 @ 1:00-2:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

The changing landscape of economic

opportunity by race and class in America:

New data and policy implications

Join the event for a webinar on how opportunity in

America is changing. The event will focus on a new

study from Raj Chetty, Will Dobbie, Benjamin Goldman,

and Crystal Yang of Opportunity Insights with Sonya

Porter of the U.S. Census Bureau. The research uses

data on 57 million children to show how opportunity is

changing rapidly by race and class in America and

identifies the sociological forces that are driving these

important trends. After a presentation of the report,

the New York Times’s David Leonhardt will moderate a

panel to discuss the new research and what it means

for reshaping opportunity in America.

For more information, visit [Brookings].

24 July 2024 @ 2:00 -5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

AGOA Civil Society and Organized Labor

Forum

This panel discussion is focused on how the United

States and African civil society organizations, labor

unions, and small business partners can collaborate to

inform AGOA renewal and enhance the efficacy of the

program. 

For more information, visit [Wilson].

24 July 2024 @ 12:00- 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), RAND, USA

RAND Policy Lab: Reconstructing Ukraine

Post-war reconstruction in Ukraine might be the

largest such rebuilding effort in modern history. A

recent RAND study analyzed previous, relevant

reconstruction efforts—including in Western Europe

following World War II, in Central and Eastern Europe

following the Cold War, and after natural disasters—to

draw key lessons for creating a prosperous and secure

future for Ukraine. In this Policy Lab, coauthor of the

study, Howard Shatz, will break down the key findings.
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An overarching conclusion is that reconstruction will

be most successful if Ukraine sets the priorities, the

United States leads on security assistance, and the

European Union leads on reform and economic

assistance.

For more information, visit [RAND].

25 July 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia Society

Policy Institute, USA

The Third Plenum: What Is Xi Jinping’s

Plan for China?

Join the event for a rapid-reaction webinar hosted by

the Asia Society Policy Institute’s Center for China

Analysis (CCA) that will analyze the context, contents,

and consequences of this momentous policy

document. CCA Fellow Neil Thomas will lead a

discussion with CCA experts Bert Hofman, Lizzi C.

Lee, and Guoguang Wu. Attendees will be invited to

submit questions during the event.

For more information, visit [Asia Society].

25 July 2024 @ 6:30- 7:45 p.m. (GMT-4), The Heritage

Foundation, USA

Interns Debate: Conservatism vs.

Libertarianism

For the first time in half a decade, Heritage Foundation

interns and Cato Institute interns will face off to debate

some of the biggest policy questions of our time. By

digging into controversial issues such as immigration,

national security, international trade, and regulation,

representatives of each program will seek to answer

the question, “Do Libertarians or Conservatives

propose more effective solutions to public policy

issues?”

The debate will be moderated by the American

Enterprise Institute’s Matthew Continetti, a foremost

scholar and journalist of the Conservative Movement

and author of The Right: The Hundred-Year War for

American Conservatism.

For more information, visit [Heritage].

25 July 2024 @ 9:00 -10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA
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Mapping Legacies of War and Ongoing

Impact

Stimson’s July 25 event launches a new online tool, the

War Legacies Data Dashboard, which uses data to map

and visualize the ongoing legacies of war in Vietnam,

Laos, and Cambodia. The War Legacies Data

Dashboard is an effort to bring together various data

sets into one online, public-facing platform which is

easily visualized to educate people about the legacies

of war and how they continue to impact people today.

This event is co-hosted with the U.S. Institute of Peace,

Quang Tri Mine Action Center, and War Legacies

Project.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

25 July 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4),Foreign Policy

Research Institute, USA

The Aftermath of South Africa’s 2024

Elections

In May 2024, South Africa held national elections. The

ruling  African National Congress, for the first time

since the end of Apartheid in 1994, failed to get a

majority and is faced with the need to establish a

governing coalition with one of its rivals or hold new

elections whose outcome would not be a foregone

conclusion. What impact will the elections have on

South Africa’s relations with the rest of the Global

South, with the United States and other Western

nations, and how will global and African markets

respond to the various possibilities of coalition

governments. Bob Wekesa of the African Center for

the Study of the US (CSUS), Paul Nantulya of the U.S.

National Defense University, foreign policy analyst

Sanusha Naidu, and former Ambassador J. Peter Pham

join FPRI Africa Program Chair Ambassador Charles

Ray for an in-depth look at the future of South Africa

post-election.

For more information, visit [FPRI].

25 July 2024 @ 4:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Devex

USAID's localization progress report

Samantha Power has made localization the flagship

policy of her time at the United States Agency for

International Development — and what happens at the
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world’s biggest bilateral donor has big implications for

global development aid as a whole, leading the way for

other donors.Power set ambitious targets for the

agency, which haven't been met — but how far did

they get? Which obstacles were cleared and what

lessons can we glean for USAID’s future and other

donors? And with the upcoming United States election,

what happens next? Join Devex and a panel of experts

as they crunch the numbers and deliver USAID’s

localization progress report for the Biden

administration.

For more information, visit [Devex].

25 July 2024 @ 12:00 -1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Middle East

Institute, USA

US-Israel Relations After Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu's Visit

Following Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's

remarks to Congress, MEI will convene an expert panel

to assess the state of the US-Israeli bilateral

relationship, its impact on the political situations in

both countries, as well as progress on the US

diplomatic efforts to end the Gaza war. What

milestones must be reached to end the conflict in Gaza

and build a diplomatic framework for post-war

reconstruction? What would a post-conflict

reconstruction and stabilization period look like and

how long will it last? Is a pathway toward a two-state

solution, which the US and all of its Arab partners

support, still possible? join the event as the scholars

address these and related questions. 

For more information, visit [MEI].

25 July 2024 @ 2:00-3:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Future of U.S. Nuclear Arms Control

Policy

Join the event for a discussion of the present and

future of nuclear arms control with Assistant Secretary

of State for Arms Control, Deterrence, and Stability

Mallory Stewart and George Perkovich, Carnegie’s

Japan chair for a world without nuclear weapons. After

the conversation, Assistant Secretary Stewart will take

questions from the audience.  

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dlh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dlk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dlu/


25 July 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

Searching for stability: What drives

China's foreign policy towards the US?

While much has been discussed about hardening US

perceptions of China, there is limited available analysis

on Beijing’s own shift in strategic thinking under

intensifying China–US competition. This event, which

will launch the forthcoming research paper China

‘under siege’: How the US’s hardening China policy is

seen in Beijing, will highlight some of the significant

changes in Chinese strategic thinking and their

implications for Beijing’s US policy.

For more information, visit [Chatham].

25 July 2024 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

Can Gulf countries balance regional

security dynamics?

In this webinar, a panel of experts will examine: How

can Gulf countries play a constructive role in the Israel-

Palestine conflict in the short and longer term? Are

GCC leaders able to manage pressures from Israel and

Iran at the same time? How is regional instability

impacting domestic dynamics in Gulf states and intra-

GCC relations? How are regional countries managing

relationships with the US, China, Russia and other key

partners? What will be the impact of the US

presidential election on Gulf states’ relations with

external powers? 

For more information, visit [Chatham].

26 July 2024 @ 9:00 -10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Unpacking ASEAN’s Relationship with

Myanmar

Join the event to unpack ASEAN’s perspective on the

rapidly changing dynamics in Myanmar and what that

means for the 10-member association.  Joining the

event for a conversation about ASEAN and Myanmar’s

complex relationship is Moe Thuzar, an expert on
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ASEAN and Myanmar’s external relations, who is a

Senior Fellow and Coordinator for the Myanmar

Studies Programme at the ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

26 July 2024 @ 9:30- 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Countering China in the Gray Zone:

Lessons from Taiwan

How should Taiwan, the United States, and its allies in

the Indo-Pacific respond to Chinese gray zone activities

in and around the Taiwan Strait? Join the CSIS Freeman

Chair in China Studies for a conversation on this

question with Freeman Chair non-resident Senior

Associate Ivan Kanapathy, a key contributor to the new

book The Boiling Moat (July 2024, Hoover Institution

Press), edited by Matt Pottinger. Jude Blanchette,

Freeman Chair in China Studies, will moderate the

discussion.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

26 July 2024 @ 8:00- 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Gaza’s Water Crisis—What Can Be Done

Join the event for a discussion of the ongoing water

crisis in Gaza. Moderator J. Stephen Morrison, Senior

Vice President and Director, CSIS Global Health Policy

Center, and Michelle Strucke, Director, CSIS

Humanitarian Agenda and Human Rights Initiative, will

be joined by keynote speakers Jean Gough, Special

Representative for UNICEF in the State of Palestine,

Lama Abdul Samad, Oxfam, and Fakhr Abu-

Awwad, Representative, Rostropovich-Vishnevskaya

Foundation.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

26 July 2024 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

How strong is China’s navy?

Brookings will host a discussion designed to assess the

relative strengths of the world’s two most powerful
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navies. Reaching a clear but nuanced assessment of

China’s naval strength is essential for U.S. strategy in

Asia. Moving beyond the “quality versus quantity”

debate, the discussion will focus on areas of relative

strength and comparative assessment.  

For more information, visit [Brookings].

29 July 2024 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), The Royal

United Services Institute for Defence and Security

Studies, UK

Robert Hannigan on Counter-Intelligence

and Learning from the Secret World

In this wide-ranging conversation, Mr Hannigan will

discuss events from the early days of Bletchley Park to

the ongoing work of GCHQ. He will also explain how

the world of secret intelligence can provide insights

into tackling problems in life and business. The

webinar will be moderated by Gill Bennett, RUSI Senior

Associate Fellow and former Chief Historian, Foreign

and Commonwealth Office.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

29 July 2024 @ 12:30- 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Standard Essential Patents: Global

Regulation and Litigation

Join the event for a panel discussion moderated by Dr.

Kirti Gupta, CSIS Senior Adviser and Executive Director

LeadershIP, exploring the connection between these

developments in global regulation and litigation of

SEPs, and what’s coming next. Dr. Gupta will be joined

by Mark Cohen, Research Fellow with the UC-Berkeley

Haas Business School and former Senior Intellectual

Property Attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, David

Long, Founder and Managing Director at Essential

Patents LLC, Eric Stasik, Founder and Managing

Director at Avvika, and Richard Vary, Partner at Bird

and Bird.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

29 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof

Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore
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From the Kra Canal to the Landbridge:

Myths and Realities

The proposed landbridge mega-project in Thailand

represents a modern twist on the long-standing vision

of the Kra Canal, a concept first conceived in the 17th

century. The Kra Canal, aimed at creating a shortcut

between the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand,

has historically been mired in economic, political, and

environmental debates. Despite the canal never

materializing, the idea continues to evolve, now

reimagined as a landbridge project. The current project

proposal involves the development of an integrated

transportation corridor that includes highways,

railways, and ports, to facilitate efficient cargo

movement between the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Supporters of the landbridge claim that the project will

bring substantial economic benefits, regional

connectivity, and geopolitical advantages. However,

there are significant challenges, including

environmental concerns, financial viability, and political

opposition. This webinar will explore the enduring

allure of the Kra Canal vision through the lens of the

contemporary landbridge project, analyzing its

potential impacts and obstacles.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

29 July 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Yezidi genocide and the struggle for

recovery

The sessions will highlight policy options to empower

the Yezidi community, including the critical and unique

role of the United States. Yezidi civil society leaders, US

officials, and Iraq experts will discuss progress,

setbacks, and next steps. The dialogue will explore

how the international community can support the

Yezidi people in their journey toward healing and

justice.

For more information, visit [Atlantic].

30 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Heritage Foundation, USA

Nuclear Posture Review: Building Our

Strength in 2025
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Join the event as a panel of experts offer suggestions

and discuss The Heritage Foundation’s special report,

“Nuclear Posture Review 2025.” This report details the

many changes that must be made by the next

administration to ensure our country’s safety and

ability to deter great power conflict. Additionally, the

report offers to serve as a template for a future

administration’s Nuclear Posture Review and to

delineate a new approach to nuclear posture,

declaratory policy, force structure, and the size and

composition of America’s nuclear arsenal over the next

half-century.

For more information, visit [Heritage].

30 July 2024 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

French Legislative Election 2024

What is Macron's role in navigating the potential

political gridlock? What are the current and potential

obstacles faced by parties in forming a successful

majority coalition? And what are the wider implications

for relations with the EU and NATO? Join the event to

find the answers to these questions and more.

For more information, visit [AIIA].

30 July 2024 @ 5:30-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

UN 2024 Summit of the Future: what can

Australia achieve?

On 22 September, the UN in New York will hold a

"Summit of the Future", where representatives from

the global community will negotiate the final wording

of a "Pact for the Future". The Minister for Foreign

Affairs, Senator the Hon Penny Wong, is expected to

lead the Australian delegation. A Roundtable on the

Summit, co-hosted by AIIA (ACT), will be held in

Canberra on 6 August. Russell Rollason from the

Australian Peace and Security Forum, will discuss how

the 6 August Roundtable will help to fashion Australia's

priorities for a meaningful outcome at the Summit.

For more information, visit [AIIA].
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30 July 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

The Third Party Plenum, China’s Economic

Trajectory and What it Means for

Australia

This talk will assess the policies announced at the

plenum, and the course it sets for China's economy.

Will China seek to rebalance the economy from an

investment-driven economy to a consumption-driven

economy? How does the Xi regime trade off the

objectives of economic growth and self-reliance? What

are the objectives of China's industry policy? And what

do developments in the domestic economy mean for

imports, exports and Australia?

For more information, visit [AIIA].

30 July 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

The Yazidi Genocide: Ten Years & Counting

Join the Wilson Center’s Middle East Program, the

Yazda Organization, and the Zovighian Public Office for

the launch of the report,“There is No Future in Sinjar

Without Safety and Agency,” marking the ten-year

commemoration of the Yazidi Genocide.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

Recent Book Releases

Anne Applebaum, Autocracy, Inc.: The Dictators Who

Want to Run the World, Doubleday, 224 pages,

published July 23, 2024.  For a review, see [The

Guardian Review of Books]. 

Patrick Bishop, Paris '44: The Shame and the Glory,

Viking, 400 pages, published July 4, 2024. For a review,

see [The Guardian Review of Books]. 

David Runciman, The History of Ideas: Equality,

Justice and Revolution, Profile Books Ltd, 320 pages,

published July 4, 2024. For a review, see [The Guardian

Review of Books]. 

Alexandre Lefebvre, Liberalism as a Way of Life,

Princeton University Press, 304 pages, published June
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4, 2024. For a review, see [The New York Times Review

of Books].

Ashley Rogers Berner, Educational Pluralism and

Democracy: How to Handle Indoctrination, Promote

Exposure, and Rebuild America’s Schools, Harvard

Educational Publishing Group, 224 pages, published

May 31, 2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles

Review of Books]. 

Caroline Alexander, Skies of Thunder: The Deadly

World War II Mission Over the Roof of the World,

Viking, 496 pages, published May 14, 2024. For a

review, see [The Asian Review of Books]. 

Gerry Mitchell & Marcos González Hernando,

Uncomfortably Off: Why Addressing Inequality

Matters, Even for High Earners, Policy Press, 235

pages, published May 23, 2023. For a review, see [The

LSE Review of Books]. 

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon

invites paper proposals for its International Congress

"‘And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective

Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-9,

2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract submission

is October 25, 2024. For more information, see

[University of Lisbon].

The South Asia International Economic Law

Network invites paper proposals for the Fourth

Biennial Conference “Local Approaches to

International Economic Law” to be held on December

16-18, 2024, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The deadline for

abstract submission is July 30, 2024. For more

information, see [South Asia International Economic

Law Network].

 Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Facilitator for the 2024 UN

SDG Action Awards to be based in UNDP-HQ in

Germany. Applications are accepted until August 1,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Coordinator, for

Women, Peace, and Security. This is a position for

South Sudanese Nationals only. Applications are
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accepted until August 5, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant for

Policy Assessment. This is a Home-based position.

Applications are accepted until August 2, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a PANORAMA Project

Coordinator. This is a Home-based position.

Applications are accepted until August 1, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].  

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Regulatory Impact

Assessment for Policy & Legislative Recomm. on

Volunteerism. The position is based in Turkey.

Applications are accepted until July 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Senior Expert on Financial

Literacy. The position is based in Cambodia.

Applications are accepted until August 1, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an International Consultant to

provide Research Support to UNDP. The position is

based in Vietnam. Applications are accepted until July

31, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Senior Legal Advisor to be based in Washington, DC,

USA. Applications are accepted until August 12, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

is looking for a Human Resources Officer to be based

in Suva, Fiji.  Applications are accepted until July 31,

2024. More information is provided at [IOM].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Team Leader (Gender and Equity) based in Paris,

France. Applications are accepted until August 26,

2024. More information is provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Finance & Administrative Officer to be based in

Almaty, Kazakhstan. Applications are accepted until

August 17, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNESCO].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-djd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-djh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-djk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dtr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-edkjrjk-l-dtt/


The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Programme Specialist (Social and Human Sciences)

to be based in Paris, France. Applications are accepted

until August 12, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNESCO].

The World Bank is looking for a Junior Professional

Associate – Gender to be based in Washington, DC,

USA. Applications are accepted until August 9, 2024.

More information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Junior Professional

Associate – Human Resources to be based in

Washington, DC, USA. Applications are accepted until

August 9, 2024. More information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Junior Professional

Associate – Financial Sector to be based in

Washington, DC, USA. Applications are accepted until

August 9, 2024. More information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Junior Professional

Associate – Public Sector Development to be based

in Washington, DC, USA. Applications are accepted

until August 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Junior Professional

Associate – Governance to be based in Pretoria,

South Africa. Applications are accepted until August 9,

2024. More information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Junior Professional

Associate – Legal. The location is Global based on

business needs. Applications are accepted until August

9, 2024. More information is provided at [WB].

The World Bank is looking for a Research Analyst to

be based in Manila, Philippines. Applications are

accepted until July 29, 2024. More information is

provided at [WB].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a Human Resources Assistant to be based

in Hungary-Budapest. Applications are accepted until

July 31, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Knowledge Management

and Engagement Coordinator (GGKP). The position is

based in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are

accepted until July 30, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].
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The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Finance Specialist to be

based in Juba, South Sudan. Applications are accepted

until August 18, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNOPS].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for an Economic Recovery and Development

Coordinator to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications

are accepted until December 16, 2024. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Program Manager-Refugee.Info to be based in

Athens, Greece. Applications are accepted until August

1, 2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Community Relations and Operations

Manager to be based in Glendale, CA, USA.

Applications are accepted until September 15, 2024.

More information is provided at [IRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is looking for

a Project Manager NORCAP. Applications are

accepted until August 11, 2024. More information is

provided at [NRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is looking for

a Head of Programme Palestine to be based in

Jerusalem. More information is provided at [NRC].

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is looking for

a Regional Information, Counselling and Legal

Assistance (ICLA) Adviser - Middle East Office. The

position is based in Amman, Jordan. Applications are

accepted until August 7, 2024. More information is

provided at [NRC].

The UN Women is looking for an Internal

Communications Consultant to be based in New

York, USA. Applications are accepted until August 2,

2024. More information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Security and Safety

Communications Intern to be based in New York,

USA. Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024.

More information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Racial Justice Intern

to be based in New York, USA. Applications are

accepted until July 31, 2024. More information is

provided at [UN Women].

The University of Cumbria’s School of Justice is

looking for a Lecturer in Law. Applications are
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accepted until August 29, 2024. More information is

provided at [Cumbria].

The University of Law is looking for a

Lecturer/Senior Lecturer to join them at

Nottingham Campus. The Lecturer will teach across a

portfolio of law subjects. Applications are accepted

until August 14, 2024. More information is provided at

[Law].

Salford Business School at the University of Salford is

looking for a Lecturer in Law. Applications are

accepted until July 30, 2024. More information is

provided at [Salford].

University of Bergen is looking for a Research Fellow

in Political Science or Economics (Quantitative

Methods). Applications are accepted until August 23,

2024. More information is provided at [Bergen].

Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (HASS)

at the University of Exeter is looking for a Lecturer in

Middle East Politics and International Relations.

Applications are accepted until August 8, 2024. More

information is provided at [Exeter].

Blavatnik School of Government at the University of

Oxford is looking for a Departmental Lecturer in

Military Leadership. Applications are accepted until

September 13, 2024. More information is provided at

[Oxford].

Department of Politics and International Studies at the

University of Cambridge is looking for a candidate for

the position of  Professorship of Politics. Applications

are accepted until September 15, 2024. More

information is provided at [Cambridge].

Lancaster University is looking for a Senior Teaching

Associate in International Political Economy.

Applications are accepted until August 5, 2024. More

information is provided at [Lancaster].

KU Leuven is looking for a Research Professor in

Public International Law (BOFZAP). Applications are

accepted until September 3, 2024. More information is

provided at [KU Leuven].

The OSCE Academy in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, invites

applications from highly qualified scholars for its

Visiting Teaching Fellowship positions (MA in

Economics).  Applications are accepted until July 27,

2024. More information is provided at [OSCE].

The OSCE Academy in Bishkek is looking for Lecturers

for its MA programmes in Politics and Security (PS)
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and its newly launched MA programme in Human

Rights and Sustainability (MAHRS). This call is open-

ended and welcomes all interested candidates.

More information is provided at [OSCE].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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