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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Vanuatu, Benin, and Niger, the

Republic Day of North Macedonia, and the National

Day of Switzerland this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: New measures introduced for

protection of state secrets

(jg) On July 22, the Chinese government released a new

set of regulations that target improving the protection

of sensitive information. This was the biggest revision

made to the list of rules in over a decade, covering

implementation of the Law on Guarding State Secrets

and acting as a guide for officials working in the

government sector. This has come as a response to the

possible risk of foreign competitors being able to

access China’s data on the economy, environment,

politics, and more.

Having taken effect in May 2024, the 74 articles

mentioned in the announcement introduce new

provisions for the management and protection of state



secrets. Government department heads with the

authority to determine state secrets are now

responsible for defining them, creating a list of state

secrets, and undergoing special training to maintain

their secrecy. The new regulations stipulate all central

Communist Party and government bodies must

establish offices dedicated to securing state secrets,

staffed by officials exclusively focused on this task.

Departments must also identify positions involved with

secrets, screen officials before they assume these

roles, and provide regular confidentiality training.

Furthermore, the new regulations require that

employees handling state secrets need prior

permission to travel abroad, with restrictions

potentially extending even after employment ends.

Top-level state secrets must be managed by

specialized personnel and handled under strict

conditions, without copying or downloading. The

regulations encourage manufacturers to innovate

security products using new technologies, with

rewards for significant contributions. Companies must

meet specific qualifications to work on state secrets-

related products, and personnel in related positions

must be Chinese nationals. The law addresses

increased risks of digital and internet-based leaks,

emphasizing the need for a comprehensive national

secrets management system to enhance information

security. The National Administration of State Secrets

Protection has broader authority to investigate state

secrets cases across various sectors. [South China

Morning Post]

China: New anti-corruption committee

created, targeting financial sector

(jg) The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection

released a report on July 22 that announced a new

anti-corruption committee has been created under the

Central Financial Discipline Inspection and Supervision

Work Committee, with Wang Weidong appointed as its

chief.

This move comes in an attempt to fight corruption in

the financial sector, which holds over USD 66 trillion in

assets. The committee will enhance political

supervision and party-building within the financial

system, ensuring comprehensive oversight and

promoting high-quality development. 

This move is part of the Communist Party's increasing

control over the financial industry, following the

establishment of the Central Financial Commission last

year. The party has intensified its anti-corruption
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efforts, expelling or charging several senior finance

officials. The third plenum that took place just before

this announcement also reinforced a strong motivation

to further strengthen financial supervision in order to

prevent risks. Wang previously served as deputy

secretary general of the CCDI and head of the local

anti-corruption body in Tibet. [Reuters]

China: Former Hainan party chief under

investigation for corruption

(jg) On July 25, the Central Commission for Discipline

Inspection (CCDI) announced Luo Baoming has been

placed under investigation for corruption. Luo was

previously the provincial party chief of the southern

province Hainan, playing a significant role in

transforming the island’s economic position. He then

served as the vice-chairman of the Overseas Chinese

Affairs Committee of the National People’s Congress.

The CCDI statement further noted he is being

investigated for suspected severe violations of party

discipline and the law, often charges used for those

being investigated for corruption, after he reportedly

turned himself in voluntarily.

Luo, 72, began his career in the Inner Mongolia

Production and Construction Corporation and rose

through the ranks in Tianjin, eventually heading the

city's Communist Party propaganda department in

1997. Luo spent over 15 years in senior roles in

Hainan, transforming it into a major tourist destination

and strategic outpost in the South China Sea.

Promoted to deputy secretary of the party committee

in Hainan in 2001, he became the provincial governor

in 2007 and the province’s Communist Party chief in

2011. Under his leadership, Hainan developed rapidly,

establishing the prefecture-level city of Sansha in 2012

to manage the contested Paracel Islands. Luo oversaw

significant investments in civilian infrastructure,

including railways, ports, and airports, enhancing

Hainan's strategic and economic importance.

Luo's influence extended internationally when he led a

delegation to Canada and the United States in 2016,

advocating for annual visits by Chinese provincial party

secretaries to enhance dialogue and mutual trust with

the US. Luo stepped down as Hainan’s party secretary

in 2017 and served as vice-chairman of the Overseas

Chinese Affairs Committee of the 12th and 13th

National People’s Congress until 2023.

The Chinese government is currently following a strict

anti-corruption campaign, that has recently been re-

emphasized as significant for the country’s economy

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-t/


and security in a speech President Xi Jinping made at

the Third Plenum. In June 2024, Zhang Jianchun, a

senior Chinese propaganda official, was also faced

anti-corruption probes (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

[South China Morning Post] 

China: New measures introduced to

target student obesity

(jg) China is intensifying efforts to combat student

obesity, highlighting the issue's potential to negatively

impact the country's economy, as demonstrated

through the new national guidelines, released on July

22 by the education ministry, the National Health

Commission, and the General Administration of Sport

of China. These emphasize a three-level strategy

focusing on prevention, which encourage schools and

families to promote healthy eating habits, increase

physical activity, and monitor students' health. Schools

are advised to provide daily physical education,

healthier meal options, and nutrition education, while

parents are urged to reduce sedentary behaviour and

establish good dining habits at home.

The guidelines are a response to alarming statistics,

including a 2020 study that found 37.9 percent of

Chinese children and adolescents were overweight or

obese, a significant increase from 8.8 percent in 2000.

Projections suggest that without intervention, this

figure could surpass 60 percent by 2030, potentially

leading to a lifetime economic impact of 218 trillion

yuan (USD30 trillion) from 2025 to 2092. With more

than a third of China's population currently overweight

and over 14.1 percent obese, authorities have

launched a three-year initiative to raise public

awareness and address the urgent need for action

against obesity across the general population.

[Channel News Asia]

China: One-year policy loan rate cut the

most since 2020

(jg) On July 25, the People’s Bank of China (PBOC)

announced it was cutting the medium-term lending

facility (MLF) by 20 basis points to 2.3 percent, the

most since April 2020. China’s central bank normally

conducts MLF changes in the middle of each month,

however there is urgent need for support after growth

underperformed in the second quarter of 2024, due to

a decline in consumer spending that offset the export

boom. This follows a 10-basis point decrease in the
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short-term lending rate, announced July 22. Recently,

attention has been diverted to the short-term rate to

guide markets, as other countries have been doing. 

Dutch ING Bank called the move a coordinated effort

across key interest rates aimed at easing monetary

policy, noting the seven-day reverse repo – the rate at

which the PBOC purchases government securities from

commercial banks, with an agreement to sell them

back in the future – introduced may indicate it will be

adopted as the main policy rate.

Societe Generale SA commented that the cuts may not

be as impactful as expected, due to weakened

confidence in the economy’s strength and recovery

that is impacting spending, and the established

expectations of housing prices declining. The French-

based multinational financial services company noted

that the MLF remains too high, as market rates have

decreased and the distribution between short- and

longer-term borrowing costs is narrowing. [Bloomberg]

China: Pfizer plans to market over 15 new

cancer treatment products by 2030

(jg) Published on July 29, Wang Yu, general manager of

the American drugmaker's oncology business in China,

told Yicai Global news agency that Pfizer aims to

market more than 15 new cancer treatments or new

indications in China by 2030. This initiative aims to

align the research, development, and market launch of

new drugs in China with global standards.

Despite improvements in lung cancer survival rates,

China needs to enhance its efforts to achieve the 2030

target of a 46.6 percent five-year survival rate for all

cancers. Since entering the Chinese market 35 years

ago, Pfizer has introduced 15 cancer treatments

covering various types of cancer, including lung,

breast, and blood cancers, as well as digestive system

tumors. Pfizer plans to diversify its research and

development efforts by collaborating with other

entities for joint R&D and clinical registrations.

Since 2021, Pfizer China has been partnering with

domestic biotech firms and is likely to seek more

collaborations in areas such as lung, breast, and

prostate cancers. The company has substantial

experience in developing targeted drugs and aims to

improve cancer treatment precision and reduce side

effects through its partnership with antibody-drug

conjugate affiliate Seagen.
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In 2022, Pfizer became the first drugmaker to surpass

USD 100 billion in revenue, largely due to its COVID-19

vaccines and related oral drugs. As pandemic-related

income declined, the firm earned USD 58.5 billion in

revenue last year, with USD 11.6 billion from its cancer

business.

Pfizer has established a global oncology division and

aims to launch at least eight major anticancer products

globally by 2030, with two-thirds of its oncology

revenue expected to come from novel anticancer

products. [Yicai Global]

China: Long-term treasury bonds to be

used to pay for consumer trade-in

programme

(jg) China’s state planning agency announced in July 25

that it will begin to use long-term treasury bonds to

fund a consumer trade-in programme, allocating CNY

150 billion (USD 20.7 billion) from a special debt

issuance. This aims to subsidize replacements of

household appliances, cars, bicycles, and other items,

marking a shift from traditional uses of special bonds.

It further seeks to stimulate household demand amid

low consumer sentiment, despite being a small

fraction of the economy's output.

Analysts view it as a potential precursor to more

stimulus measures. Previous local government-funded

attempts had limited success when introducing similar

programmes. The updated program offers subsidies

up to CNY 2,000 for appliances and CNY 20,000 for

electric vehicles, but concerns remain about its

efficiency and impact on future consumption, said

Tang Yao, associate professor in the department of

applied economicsat Peking University. [Asia Financial]

China: Shanghai introduces USD 13.8

billion in funds to support AI sectors

(jg) On July 26, Shanghai’s government announced a

CNY 100 billion (USD 13.79 billion) investment to

bolster its integrated circuit, biomedicine, and artificial

intelligence (AI) sectors. The AI investment will be

focused onto intelligent chips, software, autonomous

driving, and intelligent robotics. According to the

statement, the government aims to use these funds in

order to stimulate original innovation and further

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-u/
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accelerate the rise of globally competitive companies

in the city. [Reuters]

China: Plans for 10-fold increase in high-

frequency trading fees revealed

(jg) Chinese regulators are considering a significant

increase in transaction fees for high-frequency trading

(HFT), potentially raising them by tenfold to CNY 1 (14

US cents), according to a report released by The Paper

on July 27. Additionally, a fee of CNY 5 per cancelled

transaction is proposed.

This measure is part of broader efforts to regulate

algorithmic trading more effectively. The plan is

currently in the consultation phase, with input being

sought from market institutions, including private

equity fund firms. If implemented, these changes

would substantially raise the costs associated with HFT,

as noted by industry insiders. The exact pricing will be

determined once the regulatory document is finalized.

The Shanghai and Shenzhen stock exchanges are

working on improving the charging mechanism for HFT

based on thorough assessments, aiming to better

focus regulations on this type of trading. This move

reflects ongoing efforts by Chinese stock exchanges

and the China Securities Regulatory Commission to

enhance regulation of algorithmic trading. The

Securities Association of China has also drafted

guidelines for consignment agreements of algorithmic

trading, defining HFT based on specific criteria such as

the number of transactions applied and cancelled per

second or per day by a single account. [Yicai Global]  

China: Detained Hong Kong pro-

democracy activist convicted of removing

prison complaint form without approval

(jg) On July 29, pro-democracy activist Owen Chow was

found guilty of removing an unauthorized article from

prison, related to a complaint form about corrections

officers, a verdict was delivered by Principal Magistrate

Ivy Chui at the West Kowloon Magistrates’ Courts.

The article in question was a letter of complaint

intended for the Ombudsman about officers

intercepting two books meant for Chow. Both Chow

and his lawyer Phyllis Woo, who were accused of

planning to transport the document without approval,

pleaded not guilty. However, Chui accepted the
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testimonies of corrections officers and ruled that both

Chow and Woo were aware that the complaint form

was unauthorized.

Chow had previously been informed about the

regulations on transporting items in and out of prison

and had received a pamphlet outlining these rules. The

defense argued that the procedures were internal

guidelines without legal basis, but the court found that

Woo should have known the document was

unauthorized due to prior relevant procedures and the

presence of the Prisons Ordinance outside the

detention center. Chow remains in detention, and

mitigation for both Chow and Woo was adjourned to

August 14.

In a separate national security case, Chow was

convicted in May 2024 for his involvement in an

unofficial primary election aimed at selecting

candidates for the Legislative Council election in 2020.

Along with other candidates from the East New

Territories constituency, Chow’s mitigation plea will be

heard in September, where he faces up to life

imprisonment. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Hong Kong court rejects Jimmy

Lai’s bid to end ‘show trial’

(jg) On July 25, Hong Kong court rejected an attempt by

jailed pro-democracy publisher Jimmy Lai's legal team

to end his ongoing national security trial, arguing that

the prosecution lacked sufficient evidence. Judge

Esther Toh, part of a panel of three judges, stated that

the prosecution has enough evidence to support the

charges against Lai, including two charges of

conspiracy to collude with foreign forces and one

charge of conspiracy to publish seditious materials. If

convicted, Lai, who has pleaded not guilty, could face

life in prison.

The trial, which began in December 2023, will resume

on November 20, when Lai is expected to give

evidence. The trial has drawn condemnation from

press freedom groups and calls for Lai's release from

the British and U.S. governments, who view the

proceedings as politically motivated. Lai's international

legal team criticized the trial as beset by delays and

part of a broader effort to silence dissent.

Lai founded the pro-democracy newspaper Apple

Daily, which was shut down by authorities in 2021

following the implementation of Hong Kong's national

security law in 2020, leading to a decline in press
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freedom. July 25 marked the 92nd day of Lai's trial,

which was initially expected to last 80 days.

Lai has been in solitary confinement for over three and

a half years and is serving a separate five-year and

nine-month sentence for violating a lease contract. His

son, Sebastien Lai, expressed concern over the trial's

delays and urged the UK government to take action to

secure his father's release, emphasizing that his father

should not be imprisoned at all. [Voice of America

News]

China: Typhoon Gaemi hits coastal

province Fujian before moving further

inland, red alert issued

(jg) Following its path through Taiwan, typhoon Gaemi

reached China on July 25, hitting the southern coastal

province Fujian. The National Meteorological Center

issued a red alert on July 24, the first one issued for a

typhoon in 2024.

In preparation, local governments in Fujian province

shut down schools and nonessential business,

evacuating over 290,000 people by the morning of July

26 and cancelling over 160 flights scheduled from the

province’s international airport in Quanzhou.

The second-highest flood prevention response had

already been activated on July 24 as authorities warned

of floods and landslides occurring in norther China, as

heavy rainfall continues to move northwards through

the country. Certain tourist spots were also closed in

advance, as Beijing residents received text messages

that encouraged them to minimize outdoor activity

and avoid hilly or riverside areas. [Hong Kong Free

Press]

The strength of the typhoon has already wreaked

destruction in Taiwan and the Philippines, as experts

predicted it could cause heavy rainfall in capital Beijing,

which lies over 2,000 kilometres north of Fujian. Its

route is further estimated to pass through at least ten

provinces in China. Authorities warned the rains

caused by the typhoon could further cause flash floods

and waterlogging, especially in northern parts of China

which have recently experienced heavy rainfall (see AiR

No. 30, July/2024, 4) and whose soil is thus already

saturated with water. [Reuters] [The New York Times] 

In response to the possible risks, President Xi Jinping

chaired a meeting on July 25 with the Standing

Committee of the Political Bureau, aiming to form a

plan to control floods and prepare for providing
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disaster relief. Forecasts predict all seven major river

basins in China could experience flooding as China

enters its annual peak flood season, normally

occurring from late July to early August. [Xinhua News

Agency]

Japan: Population declines for 15th year

(rl) Japan's population has decreased for the 15th

consecutive year, with 2023 seeing a drop of over half

a million people. The country recorded a historic low of

730,000 births and a record high of 1.58 million deaths,

bringing the total population to 124.9 million as of

January 1.

Recent data from Japan’s Internal Affairs Ministry

reveals that while the population of foreign residents

increased by 11 percent, surpassing 3 million for the

first time, younger Japanese citizens show increasing

reluctance to marry or have children. Contributing

factors include bleak job prospects, high living costs,

and a gender-biased corporate culture that

disproportionately affects women and working

mothers. [Ministry of Internal Affairs, Japan]

Tokyo was the only area to see a sight population

increase of 3,933 people, driven by domestic

migration. In contrast, the northeastern prefectures of

Tohoku and other major metropolitan areas like Kansai

and Nagoya experienced significant population losses.

The declining birthrate and aging population continue

to impact Japan's labor force. The working-age

population (15-64 years) fell by 521,056, while the

elderly population (65 and older) increased, making up

29.38 percent of the total population.

In response, the Japanese government has allocated

JPY 5.3 trillion (USD 34 billion) from the 2024 budget to

incentivize young couples to have more children.

Measures include increased subsidies for childcare and

education. However, experts argue these measures

primarily benefit married couples with children and fail

to address the rising number of young individuals who

choose to remain unmarried.

Projections indicate that Japan’s population could

decrease by 30 percent to 87 million by 2070, with 40

percent of the population being 65 or older. [AP] [Time

Magazine]
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Japan: Labor ministry to issue record hike

in minimum wage

(rl) A panel at Japan's labor ministry has reportedly

decided on a record hike in the national average

minimum wage, increasing it by about 5 percent to JPY

1,054 (USD 6.85) per hour for this fiscal yea. This marks

the largest jump in the minimum wage to date.

The decision is part of broader efforts to achieve

sustainable inflation and robust wage growth, which

are key conditions for the Bank of Japan (BOJ) to

consider raising interest rates from their current near-

zero levels. The wage increase is expected to enhance

household purchasing power but could also challenge

small businesses struggling to stay afloat.

Following this decision, labor and business

representatives will meet in August to finalize pay

hikes, considering conditions in each prefecture. The

new minimum wage is set to be implemented by each

prefecture starting in October.

The Japanese government has set a long-term target of

raising the minimum wage to JPY 1,500 by the mid-

2030s. In response to rising living costs and labor

shortages, major Japanese companies have already

offered an average pay rise of 5.1 percent this year, the

highest increase in over three decades. [Reuters]

[Fortune] [yahoo! Finance]

Japan: Job availability lowest in 27 months

(rl) Japan's job availability rate in June fell to 1.23, the

lowest level in 27 months, as rising costs limited

recruitment, according to the Ministry of Health, Labor

and Welfare. This figure indicates there were 123 jobs

available for every 100 job seekers and marks the third

consecutive month of decline. [Ministry of Health,

Labour and Welfare of Japan]

All sectors recorded fewer available jobs compared to

a year prior, with the manufacturing sector

experiencing a 14.6 percent decline and lifestyle and

entertainment services down by 13.7 percent. Despite

labor shortages due to an aging population, companies

are struggling with skill mismatches, leading to a

balanced contraction in job openings.

Koichi Fujishiro, senior economist at the Dai-ichi Life

Research Institute, noted that the overall labor market

remains favorable for job seekers, but companies are

increasingly abandoning attempts to fill long-standing

vacancies.
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In contrast, Japan's unemployment rate improved to

2.5 percent in June, down from 2.6 percent the

previous month, marking the first improvement in five

months. This was attributed to fewer people

voluntarily leaving their jobs amid declining job

openings. The total number of employed individuals

reached 68.22 million in June, the highest since records

began in 1953, with significant increases in both male

and female employment.

The number of unemployed people fell by 3.3 percent

from the previous month to 1.76 million. Of those

unemployed, 740,000 left their jobs voluntarily, a

decrease of 1.3 percent from May, while the number of

workers dismissed by their employers rose by 4.5

percent to 460,000. [Bloomberg] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government maintains economic

assessment, downgrades view on exports

(rl) In its monthly economic report for July, Japan's

government has maintained its assessment of the

economy but offered a bleaker view on exports due to

slowing Chinese demand.

It confirmed a moderate recovery of the economy and

added that “it recently appears to be pausing," keeping

the assessment from last month unchanged.

However, it revised its assessment of exports, now

describing them as moving sideways, a downgrade

from June when it said a recovery in exports was

stalling. The government also maintained its view that

a pick-up in consumption was stalling. [FXstreet]

[Reuters]

Japan: Core inflation in Tokyo perks up

(rl) Core inflation in Tokyo, Japan's capital, has

accelerated for the third straight month in July, while

an index measuring demand-driven price growth has

slowed, complicating the Bank of Japan's decision on

raising interest rates.

The Tokyo core consumer price index (CPI), which

excludes fresh food costs, rose 2.2 percent in July from

a year earlier, matching market forecasts and up from

a 2.1 percent gain in June. This rise is largely due to the

phase-out of government subsidies for utility bills. 

[Asahi Shimbun]
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However, inflation excluding both fresh food and

energy slowed to 1.5 percent in July from 1.8 percent in

June, marking the slowest annual pace in nearly two

years and suggesting that price hikes are moderating

due to weak consumption. Economists are skeptical

about the strength of underlying inflation, with some

pointing out that the boost to import prices from a

weak yen makes inflation appear higher than it is.

The Bank of Japan, the country’s central bank, ended

eight years of negative interest rates in March, aiming

for sustained 2 percent inflation, largely driven by

rising wages. Many market players expect the BOJ to

hike rates this year, though the timing remains

uncertain. [Japan Times] [Reuters]

Japan: Tsuruga nuclear reactor restart

approval denied

(rl) Japan's Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA)

announced on July 26 that the No. 2 unit at the

Tsuruga nuclear power plant in Fukui Prefecture does

not meet the stricter regulations imposed after the

2011 Fukushima disaster.

This decision marks the first time the NRA has rejected

an application to restart a reactor under the new rules.

In March 2011, the nuclear disaster was triggered by a

powerful earthquake and ensuing tsunami that hit

northeastern Japan.

The NRA concluded that the fault line running under

the reactor building could be connected to adjacent

active fault lines, which is against the new standards

that prohibit safety-critical equipment on active fault

lines.

Japan Atomic Power Co., the plant operator, had aimed

to restart the No. 2 unit but will now have to consider

decommissioning the reactor following the NRA's final

decision. [Japan Times] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Largest power generator to launch

new gas-fired power plant

(rl) Japan's largest power generator, JERA, announced

the commencement of operations for a new 2.34-

gigawatt (GW) gas-fired power plant at Goi in Chiba,

near Tokyo. This move aims to address electricity

shortages during the peak summer demand season.

The plant's first unit will start operating on August 1, a
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month ahead of schedule, to meet the heightened

electricity demand caused by a recent heatwave.

Jointly owned by JERA, Eneos Holdings, and Kyushu

Electric Power, and co-owned by Tokyo Electric Power

and Chubu Electric Power, the new facility replaces the

old 1.886 GW power station that ceased operations in

2018 and features three 0.78-GW units.  Equipped with

advanced turbines from General Electric and Toshiba,

the new plant boasts a generation efficiency of 64

percent, among the highest globally for gas power.

This upgrade is expected to reduce annual CO2

emissions by 16 percent compared to the old facilities.

The new units are capable of providing power to

approximately 2 million households. Although there

are no immediate plans to co-fire hydrogen with gas or

install a carbon capture storage facility, the GE turbine

has the potential for hydrogen co-firing in the future.

The total project cost stands at about JPY 200 billion

(USD 1.3 billion). [JERA] [Reuters]

Japan: Dual pricing system for tourists

under consideration

(rl) In response to a significant increase in tourist

numbers and a weak yen, businesses in Japan are

exploring a dual pricing system, which would charge

foreign tourists more than local residents. This move

aims to balance the influx of visitors with the need to

maintain affordability for Japanese citizens.

Hokkaido, known for its scenic beauty and winter

resorts, is considering implementing this system as a

trial in the autumn. The Hokkaido Tourism

Organization has proposed offering lower prices to

locals to prevent them from being priced out of

popular tourist destinations like Niseko.

Himeji, in western Japan, is contemplating a more

drastic approach. The mayor has suggested raising the

entrance fee for foreign tourists at Himeji Castle, a

UNESCO World Heritage site, from the current JPY

1,000 (USD 6.44) to about USD 30, while reducing the

fee for residents to USD 5. This proposal is partly due

to concerns about potential damage from the high

volume of visitors, with 1.48 million people visiting the

castle last year, 452,300 of whom were from overseas.

Japan welcomed a record 17.78 million foreign tourists

in the first half of this year, with the majority coming

from South Korea, China, Taiwan, and the US. This

surge has made tourism Japan's second-largest
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"export" category after cars, with spending by foreign

visitors increasing fivefold over the past decade.

While dual pricing systems exist for student and senior

discounts at facilities like hot springs, extending this to

foreign tourists is controversial. Some argue it could

appear discriminatory or like a scam. However, a

survey by Loyalty Marketing found that over 60

percent of respondents supported different prices for

foreign tourists.

One Tokyo seafood restaurant, Tamatebako, has

already adopted a dual pricing system, charging

foreign tourists JPY 7,678 (USD 49.30) for a buffet,

compared to JPY 6,578 (USD 42.24) for Japanese

residents. The owner cited the additional costs of

providing service in English as a justification for the

price difference. [Asahi Shimbun] [The Guardian]

[Japan Today]

Japan: Missile training site on Pacific

island to be built

(rl) Japan's Defense Ministry has announced plans to

establish a missile training site for surface-to-ship

missile launches on Minamitori Island, a remote Pacific

location with no civilian population, to enhance the

nation's long-range strike capabilities. Located about

1,900 kilometers southeast of Tokyo, the new facility

aims to be operational by fiscal 2026.

This initiative will allow the Ground Self-Defense Force

(GSDF) to conduct exercises using the upgraded Type-

12 land-to-ship guided missiles, which have an

extended range of around 1,000 kilometers.

It will be Japan's first training site for missiles with a

range exceeding 1000 kilometers. Previously, such

training had been conducted in the United States and

Australia.

This move aligns with Japan's broader strategy to

develop "counterstrike capabilities" as outlined in the

National Security Strategy revised in late 2022 (see AiR

No. 51, December/2022, 3) and aimed to increase

deterrence against attacks from outside forces. Under

this strategy Japan seeks to develop and purchase

missiles capable of being launched from beyond the

range of enemy fire. [Ministry of Defense Japan]

[Kyodo News] [South China Morning Post]
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Japan's Sado mine site added to UNESCO

World Heritage list

(rl) UNESCO has decided to add the gold and silver

mine complex on Sado Island, Japan, to its World

Heritage list. This decision came after South Korea,

which had opposed the listing due to the site's

connection to wartime forced labor of Koreans, agreed

to the addition following Japan's promise to provide

historical explanations at the site.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida expressed support for

preserving the Sado gold mine site, recognizing it as a

world treasure to be passed on to future generations.

The decision was celebrated by local residents and

tourism operators in Niigata Prefecture.

South Korea's Foreign Ministry stated that their

agreement was based on Japan's commitment to fully

explain the "whole history" of the mine complex,

where an estimated over 1,500 Koreans were forced to

work at the end of Japan's colonial rule. Japan has

already begun exhibiting data on the Korean workers'

involvement and plans to hold an annual memorial

event for all laborers.

The Sado mine complex was a major gold producer in

the 17th century, known for its pre- and post-

industrialization technology. Both Japan and South

Korea currently sit on the UNESCO committee, and

Japan aimed for a unanimous vote for the site's

registration. [Kyodo News] [UNESCO]

Mongolia: Increase in Chinese tourist in

first half of year

(to) Mongolia has experienced a significant increase in

tourism from China, with a 57.8 percent growth in the

first half of 2024, according to the National Statistics

Office. Between January and June, 100,724 Chinese

tourists visited Mongolia, making up 30.7 percent of

the total international arrivals. The country saw a total

of 328,168 foreign visitors during this period, a 32.7

percent rise compared to the same timeframe last

year. China has now become one of the largest sources

of foreign tourists to Mongolia, exceeding South Korea

and Russia. [Aki Press]

North Korea: Destruction of enemies

threatened at end of Korean war

commemoration ceremony
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(jf) On July 28, North Korea has pledged in a rhetoric

saber rattling to "totally destroy" its enemies if leader

Kim Jong-un gives the order, as the regime

commemorated the end of hostilities in the Korean

War.

Senior military officials expressed "surging hatred"

toward the US and South Korea during a meeting on

July 27 attended by Kim, marking the 71st anniversary

of the Korean War armistice.

Accusing the US and South Korea of being "hellbent on

provoking a nuclear war," the military officials vowed

to enhance their war capabilities to launch an

"overwhelming attack on the enemy anytime and

without delay, and totally destroy them once the

respected supreme commander Kim Jong-un gives an

order." [KCNA] [The Guardian]

The Korean War ended on July 27, 1953, with an

armistice. Since then, a final peace settlement has

never been achieved.

South Korea: National Assembly passes

broadcasting bill

(jf) On July 26, the opposition-controlled parliament

passed one of the four controversial broadcasting bills

that seek to reduce the government's influence over

public broadcasters. Lawmakers of ruling People

Power Party (PPP) boycotted the vote. 

The passage occurred after the main opposition

Democratic Party (DP) ended the PPP's filibuster during

a plenary session after 24 hours. The bill was then put

to a vote and passed unanimously with 183 votes, all

from opposition party lawmakers.

The revision to the act on the establishment of the

Korea Communications Commission increases the

number of standing members required to pass a

resolution from the current two to four.

The DP proposed the bill last month to prevent the

five-member commission from being operated by only

two members appointed by the president, as is

currently the case. With the authority to appoint

directors for public broadcasters such as MBC and

KBS, the commission can exert significant influence

over their operation and management.

The DP is expected to push ahead with the passage of

the three remaining contentious broadcasting bills at

upcoming parliamentary plenary sessions. The three

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tu/


bills – amendments to the Broadcasting Act, the

Foundation for Broadcast Culture Act, and the Korea

Educational Broadcasting System Act – aim to reform

the governance structure of the nation's public

broadcast media by reducing the government and

National Assembly's power to appoint board directors.

The PPP claims that the broadcasting bills will only

increase the presence of progressive figures on the

boards of public broadcasters, while the DP argues

that they will prevent political influence in the

appointment of the heads of public broadcasters. [The

Korean Times]

South Korea: Opposition party fails to

override President Yoon’s veto on Marine

death investigation bill

(jf) On July 25, the National Assembly rejected a bill

mandating a special counsel investigation into the

military's response to a Marine's death, while the

ruling People Power Party (PPP) initiated a filibuster

over contentious broadcasting bills.

The so-called special counsel bill, which was up for a

revote after being vetoed twice by President Yoon Suk

Yeol, was defeated in a 194-104 vote with one

abstention during a parliamentary plenary session.

This marks the second time the bill has been scrapped

after an initial rejection in May (see AiR No. 22,

May/2024, 4).

The main opposition Democratic Party (DP), holding a

majority of 170 seats in the 300-member Assembly,

attempted to override Yoon's veto but fell short by six

votes. Overriding a veto requires the support of two-

thirds of lawmakers.

The DP-led bill called for the appointment of a special

counsel to investigate allegations that the presidential

office and the defense ministry improperly interfered

in the military's probe into the death of Cpl. Chae, who

died during a mission to find victims of heavy rains in

July 2023.

The PPP strongly opposed the bill, arguing that

separate investigations by the police and the

Corruption Investigation Office for High-Ranking

Officials should be concluded first.

Simultaneously, one of the four controversial

broadcasting bills aimed at reducing government

influence over public broadcasters was tabled,

prompting the PPP to stage a filibuster.
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Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik had previously stated

his intention to table the four bills pushed by the DP

during the session. PPP floor leader Choo Kyung-ho

stated at a supreme council meeting that the party

cannot support the Democratic Party's decision to

advance the four broadcasting control bills without

adequate or meaningful discussions between the

ruling and opposition parties. He pledged to vigorously

resist the DP's attempts to gain lasting control over

public broadcasting

A filibuster involves lawmakers holding the floor for

extended periods to prevent a vote or delay the

passage of a bill.

Immediately after the filibuster began, the DP

submitted a request to end it, backed by the consent

of its 170 lawmakers, to bring the bill to a vote.

According to the National Assembly Act, a filibuster can

be halted after 24 hours if at least three-fifths of all

parliament members, or 180 lawmakers, consent to it.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: First Lady avoids second

hearing on President Yoon's impeachment

petition

(jf) On July 26, rival parties conflicted after the First

Lady Kim Keon Hee failed to appear as a witness at a

parliamentary hearing reviewing an online petition

calling for President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment.

The legislation and judiciary committee addressed the

petition, which urged the National Assembly to

propose an impeachment bill against Yoon, citing five

reasons including Hee's acceptance of a luxury bag and

stock manipulation allegations.

Kim and her 77-year-old mother, Choi Eun-soon, were

among the 24 witnesses summoned by the committee

to testify at the hearing, which also included current

presidential chief of staff Chung Jin-suk and Prosecutor

General Lee One-seok. According to the main

opposition party, 18 out of the 24 witnesses, including

Kim, Choi, Chung, and Lee, failed to appear at the

hearing or provide official statements explaining their

absence.

The ruling People Power Party (PPP) argued that the

first lady was not obligated to attend, claiming the

hearing itself was illegal.  The DP criticized the first lady

and other witnesses, including Kim's mother and

presidential chief of staff Chung Jin-suk, for not

appearing at the hearing without valid reasons, calling
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it an attempt to "conceal the truth." [Yonhap News

Agency] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Former head of Democratic

Party wins party leadership primary

(jf) On July 28, lawmaker Lee Jae-myung, former leader

of the main opposition Democratic Party (DP), won

additional primaries in the North and South

Chungcheong provinces as he seeks to secure a

second term.

In the North Chungcheong Province primary, Lee

secured 88.9 percent of the combined votes cast by

registered party members, with former Interior

Minister Kim Doo-gwan coming in second with 9.6

percent. Earlier in the day, Lee also received 88.8

percent of the votes from members in South

Chungcheong Province.

So far, the DP has conducted nine out of its 15

primaries nationwide, with Lee achieving 90.4 percent

of the total accumulated votes.

Analysts comment that Lee is widely expected to win a

second term and is considered a strong candidate for

the liberal party in the 2027 presidential election,

despite being involved in several scandals, including a

land development scandal in Seongnam, south of

Seoul. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: President Yoon appoints

professor as senior secretary to address

low birth rates

(jf) On July 24, President Yoon Suk Yeol appointed You

Hye-mi, an economics professor at Hanyang University,

as the first senior presidential secretary for low birth

rate issues. You, a 46-year-old "working mom" with

twins in elementary school, was chosen for the newly

established position following Yoon's directive in May.

On May 9, Yoon proposed the creation of a new

ministry specifically dedicated to tackling this issue.

This new ministry would mobilize all of the state's

resources and capabilities to implement

comprehensive policies related to education, labor,

and welfare aimed at increasing the birth rate and

addressing the aging population. [KBS World]
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Following her appointment announcement during a

press briefing, You emphasized her commitment to

not only devising short-term policies but also "boldly

announcing and proposing tasks that require

structural changes in the economy and society" to

improve the birth rate.

Yoon has described South Korea as being in a

"demographic national emergency" due to its declining

population (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4). South

Korea's has the world’s lowest fertility rate, with the

average number of children a woman is expected to

have over her lifetime hitting a record low of 0.72 in

2023. It is far below the 2.1 births per woman needed

to maintain a stable population without immigration.

[Yonhap News Agency]

Meanwhile, Yoon appointed on July 24 Kim Wan-sup, a

former vice finance minister with expertise in

environment-related budget planning, as the new

environment minister.

Earlier in the day, the National Assembly's

Environment and Labor Committee adopted a report

on Kim's confirmation hearing. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Opposition leader’s wife is

sued for USD 3 million over election law

violations

(jf) Prosecutors have requested a KRW 3 million won

(USD2,165) fine for Kim Hye-kyung, the wife of

opposition leader Lee Jae-myung, for allegedly

providing free meals to several individuals, including

the wives of three former and current party lawmakers

and three of her aides, at a Seoul restaurant before the

2021 party election to select a presidential candidate.

During the final hearing at the Suwon District Court

before sentencing, prosecutors argued that Kim

attempted to secure support from the lawmakers'

wives for Lee

This incident occurred shortly after Lee announced his

candidacy for the party's election to choose its

nominee for the 2022 presidential race. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Government reveals plans

for major inheritance tax reform
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(jf) The South Korean finance ministry has announced

plans to reduce inheritance tax to reflect changes in

asset values and inflation over the decades and to

offer a tax credit for marriage and childbirth to address

the country’s ultra-low birth rate.

These measures are part of a proposed tax code

revision bill, which also includes extending tax credits

for investment and research and development (R&D)

projects in future strategic technologies and deferring

taxation on virtual assets. The revision aims to

revitalize the economy by ensuring long-term growth

and stabilizing citizens' livelihoods, according to the

ministry.

The ministry plans to submit the related bill to the

National Assembly for approval before September 2.

However, the proposal is expected to draw criticism for

offering tax cuts to the wealthy and large

conglomerates, as it comes at a time of a tight fiscal

situation. Under the proposed changes, state tax

revenue is expected to drop by KRW 4.35 trillion (USD

3.14 billion) over the next five years.

The bill proposes lowering the maximum inheritance

tax rate by 10 percentage points to 40 percent.

Currently, the top inheritance tax rate is 50 percent for

assets exceeding KRW 3 billion (USD 2,166,390), rising

to 60 percent for inherited shares in large firms. The

revision would change this to a four-stage scheme,

with a maximum rate of 40 percent for assets valued at

KRW1 billion (USD 722,130) or more. The inheritance

tax credit per child would increase from KRW 50

million (USD 36,106) to KRW 500 million (USD 361,065).

If approved, this would be the first reform of the

inheritance tax system in 25 years.

Ministry official Jeong Jeong-hoon explained that the

current tax rate is the second-highest in the world and

does not consider inflation, accurate asset values, and

other changes that have occurred over the past

decades. Easing tax burdens is expected to help

companies focus more on their businesses and

develop measures to enhance shareholder returns,

ultimately improving corporate value and stimulating

the economy.

In addition, the government intends to extend the Act

on Restriction of Special Taxation, through 2026 to

support the semiconductor and other key industries.

This act, set to expire at the end of this year, expands

tax credit rates for corporate investment and R&D

projects in new strategic technologies.

The government also promised to offer tax credits of

KRW 1 million to each married couple as a reaction to



the declining birth rate. These benefits will be in place

until 2026. Additionally, it intends to advocate for tax

incentives for married couples purchasing homes and

for births.

The bill also proposes deferring the planned taxation

on virtual asset investment income by two years,

originally scheduled to start in 2025. [Yonhap News

Agency]

Taiwan: Kuomintang lawmaker Yen Kuan-

heng sentenced to over seven years for

corruption

(jp) Hsinchu Mayor Yen Kuan-heng, a member of the

opposition Kuomintang (KMT), was sentenced to seven

years and ten months in prison for corruption by the

Taichung District Court on July 26. Yen was found guilty

of misappropriating public funds and falsifying

documents. In addition to the main sentence, Yen

received a six-month prison term for document

forgery, which may be commuted to a fine, and was

stripped of his civil rights for three years. 

Prosecutors indicted Yen in April 2023 for using his

business partner Lin Chin-fu to falsely claim to be his

office assistant, thereby illicitly obtaining TWD 1.08

million (USD 32,927) in public funds between January

2018 and January 2020. Yen's fraudulent activities were

uncovered during an investigation into allegations that

he had illegally used 1,097.14 square meters of public

land in Taichung's Shalu District to build a private

luxury home. Prosecutors further revealed that Yen

forged documents to sell the property and land for

TWD 45.41 million, significantly below the TWD 84.92

million cost of construction, after accusations of illegal

land occupation surfaced. The court acquitted Yen of

charges related to the illegal occupation of public land,

citing his payment of rent for the land where the

property was built.

Yen denied the allegations, calling the ruling "a gross

insult" and politically motivated, Yen announced his

intention to appeal. He will not be dismissed as a

lawmaker until the decision is finalized by a higher

court. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Hsinchu Mayor Kao Hung-an

sentenced to over seven years for

corruption
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(jp) The Taipei District Court sentenced Hsinchu Mayor

Kao Hung-an to seven years and four months in prison

for corruption on July 26. Kao was found guilty of

violating the Anti-Corruption Act and falsifying

documents, resulting in the deprivation of her civil

rights for four years.

Kao was indicted in August 2023 for allegedly misusing

TWD 460,030 (USD 14,027) of public funds through

fraudulent payroll and overtime schemes during her

tenure as a lawmaker from February 2020 to

December 2022. According to prosecutors, Kao, along

with her former legislative office directors Chen Huan-

yu and Huang Hui-wen, and former aides Wang Yu-

wen and Chen Yi-kai, were involved in inflating monthly

overtime claims to pocket extra money, which was

then handed over to Kao.

The court's examination revealed that Kao embezzled

TWD 116,514, contrary to the TWD 460,030 initially

charged by prosecutors. Chen Huan-yu received a one-

year jail term, suspended for three years, and had his

civil rights stripped for one year. Huang and Wang

were each sentenced to two years in jail, suspended

for five years. Chen Yi-kai was acquitted of all charges.

Following the verdict, Kao announced her immediate

resignation from the opposition Taiwan People's Party

(TPP) and was automatically suspended as Hsinchu

mayor. Kao criticized the ruling as unprecedented and

emphasized her intent to appeal. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Taipei City government admits

negligence in preschool sexual assault

case

(jp) The Taipei City government acknowledged

negligence in handling the preschool sexual assault

case from 2022. Announced on July 26, the

Department of Education and Department of Social

Welfare will face penalties due to their mishandling of

the case. The case will also be referred to the Control

Yuan, Taiwan's top government watchdog, for further

investigation.

This admission follows the indictment of Mao Chun-

shen, a teacher at Taipei Piramide School, in August

2023 for sexually abusing six children. Despite multiple

investigations starting in June 2022, Mao continued

teaching until his detention in July 2023. 

The Department of Education was criticized for not

suspending Mao immediately or placing the preschool
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under supervision. The city government has since

proposed several improvements, including immediate

suspension of suspects upon receiving complaints;

establishment of a cross-department response team

for investigation and supervision; implementation of a

standard procedure to enhance control mechanisms;

expanded background checks for preschool and

childcare center staff; and increased budget to recruit

additional investigators and provide necessary

training. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Flood relief efforts, agricultural

losses, and maritime incidents amid

Typhoon Gaemi

(jp) President Lai Ching-te announced on July 26 that

households in Taiwan with flooding over 50

centimeters due to Typhoon Gaemi will receive TWD

20,000 (USD 609) in relief. Areas with less flooding will

see low- to middle-income households get TWD 10,000

(USD 304). These funds, from the central government,

await legislative approval in September. The Ministry of

Finance is also considering tax relief for severely

affected areas. [Focus Taiwan 1] 

Typhoon Gaemi brought heavy rains, especially to

central and southern Taiwan. Duonalindao in

Kaohsiung's Maolin District received 1,835 millimeters

of rain from July 24-26, while Chiayi County's Fenqihu

village got 1,677.5 mm. Lai praised Kaohsiung's flood

control efforts, noting that despite rain levels similar to

Typhoon Morakot in 2009, the flooding was less

severe. The president promised additional financial

support for local governments to implement river

improvement plans and build water detention facilities

to enhance resilience to climate shocks. [Focus Taiwan

1] 

The Central Emergency Operations Center reported 10

deaths, 895 injuries, and two missing persons as of July

27. [Focus Taiwan 2] 

Agricultural losses in Taiwan due to Typhoon Gaemi

have reached approximately TWD 1.8 billion (USD 54.8

million) as of July 28, according to the latest statistics

from the Ministry of Agriculture. [Focus Taiwan 3] 

Additionally, as of July 26 Typhoon Gaemi has caused

nine maritime incidents near Tainan, Kaohsiung, and

Pingtung, with crews from five of the grounded vessels

safe and no immediate oil spill risk, according to the

Ocean Affairs Council (OAC).
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The missing Tanzanian-flagged cargo ship "FU SHUN,"

with nine Burmese crew members, has four confirmed

survivors, one confirmed dead and the search for the

remaining four is ongoing. Additional incidents include

the grounding of the cargo ships "DOPPHIN" and

"KETA" on the southern and southwestern shores of

Zengwen River in southern Taiwan, and the "HONG

SHENG 88" near Singda Harbor in Kaohsiung. All crew

members from these ships are safe, and no oil spills

have been reported.

OAC Minister Kuan Bi-ling noted that Typhoon Gaemi

has surpassed the record set by a 2018 tropical

depression, which caused seven cargo ships and one

yacht to run aground. The OAC will continue

coordinating with the Coast Guard and related

agencies for ongoing rescue efforts. [Focus Taiwan 4] 

Taiwan: Han Kuang military exercises cut

short for Typhoon Gaemi disaster relief

(jp) This year's Han Kuang military exercises have been

cut short as troops have been mobilized to assist in

disaster relief efforts following Typhoon Gaemi (see

article above). The Han Kuang exercises began on July

22 with five days of around-the-clock drills. The annual

event includes live-fire drills and computerized war

games to test Taiwan's combat readiness against a

potential Chinese invasion. 

Several drills scheduled for July 25 afternoon and July

26, the original conclusion of the five-day exercises,

have been canceled. Instead, tabletop war games will

be conducted.

The defense ministry stated that troops previously

assigned to the drills will now support local

governments in disaster relief operations to ensure the

safety of people and property.

As of July 25, most of Taiwan and its outlying islands

were still within Gaemi's radius, with the typhoon

moving northwest at 11 to 19 kilometers per hour,

according to the Central Weather Administration.

[Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Students resume protests

after government ignores ultimatum

(lm/sg) Bangladeshi students resumed protests on July

29, after the government of Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina ignored their ultimatum to release their leaders

and apologize for those killed during earlier unrest.

The protests, initially large, have now reduced in size,

with scattered demonstrations occurring in Dhaka and

other areas. Security forces remain deployed, and a

nationwide curfew, although eased, is still in place. [Al

Jazeera 1] [CNA]

Background

The protests emerged after Bangladesh’s High Court

on June 5 declared illegal a government decision that

in 2018 cancelled a 30 percent quota system for the

descendants of "freedom fighters" who fought for

Bangladesh's independence from Pakistan in 1971. The

subsequent reinstatement of the quota system was

seen as favoring supporters of Prime Minister Hasina

and her ruling Awami League, a claim the party has

denied.

The situation escalated dramatically in mid-July when

clashes erupted between students and police at Dhaka

University, spreading rapidly across the country.

Following a week of deadly protests, the Supreme

Court on July 21 advised significantly scaling back the

quota system for civil service jobs. However, despite

this ruling, the court allowed the government to alter

the quota ratio, falling short of protesters' demands to

scrap the quotas entirely. [AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4]

In his first official statement, Home Minister

Asaduzzaman Khan confirmed on July 28 that at least
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147 people have died during the violent clashes in

Bangladesh. However, independent estimates and

media reports suggest that the death toll could exceed

200. Over 9,000 people have been arrested, including

numerous students and protest leaders. According to

Khan, the leaders were taken into custody for their

own security due to perceived threats against them

and were being interrogated. Authorities also seized

the phones of the detained leaders and some of their

family members. [Al Jazeera 2]

In response to these actions, teachers from the

University Teachers Network attempted to visit the

Detective Branch (DB) office to inquire about the

detained students but were not granted a meeting

with the DB chief. The teachers expressed concerns

about the lack of transparency and the treatment of

the students. [The Daily Star 1]

The unrest has also led to significant property damage,

including attacks on government buildings, metro rail

stations, and power substations. [Anadolu Ajansı]

Government defends its response to protests

Moreover, Bangladesh’s Minister of State for

Information and Broadcasting, Mohammad Arafat,

defended the government’s handling of the student

protests against the quota system. In an interview with

Al Jazeera, Arafat stated that the security forces aimed

to restore peace and accused third-party actors,

including extremists, of exacerbating the unrest. He

also emphasized that the violence was premeditated

by groups seeking to destabilize the government. [Al

Jazeera 3]

Similar statements were made by Home Minister

Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal during a meeting that was

attended by Inspector General of Police Chowdhury

Abdullah Al-Mamun, lawmaker Tipu Munshi, and high-

ranking officials from the police, Rapid Action

Battalion, and Border Guard Bangladesh. [The Daily

Star 2]

It is noteworthy, however, that video footage and

eyewitness reports suggest a heavy-handed response

by law enforcement. Hundreds of protesters and

bystanders have suffered severe eye injuries from

pellets fired by security forces. Many victims face a

bleak future, with doctors estimating that nearly 500

individuals sustained severe eye injuries, and at least

278 of them also had wounds on other body parts. [Al

Jazeera 4] [bbc]

Calls for international probe grow
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Against this backdrop, the secretary general of

Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the BNP, has

called for an international investigation into the

casualties related to the students' quota reform

protests, arguing that the government's judicial

committee, formed to investigate the killings of six

people, is insufficient. Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir also

demanded proper compensation for the families of

those killed, including police and Ansar members. [The

Daily Star 3]

United Nations officials, including Human Rights Chief

Volker Turk, as well as international rights, groups, the

United States and United Kingdom echoed the need

for an impartial probe, citing a lack of trust in the

government’s internal investigations. [The Daily Star 4]

[NBC News]

Bangladesh: 27 Dhaka city Awami League

units dissolved for failing to follow

directives during protests

(lm) Bangladesh’s ruling Awami League dissolved the

committees of 27 units under Dhaka city (north) for

inactivity during the recent quota reform protests. The

decision was made during a views-exchange meeting,

attended by key party leaders, including Textiles and

Jute Minister Jahangir Kabir Nanak and Dhaka city

(north) Awami League president Sheikh Bazlur

Rahman.

The dissolution follows accusations that activists failed

to follow directives to form a resistance during the

protests. A party leader indicated that this dissolution

might be the beginning, with more units and thana

committees potentially facing similar actions. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Jamaat's 'secret office' in

Dhanmondi busted

(lm) The Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime

(CTTC) unit of Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) has

uncovered a "secret office" of Jamaat-e-Islami,

Bangladesh's largest Islamic party, in the Dhanmondi

area of Dhaka. During a raid the police found 11

handmade bombs, various local weapons, several

thousand books and leaflets, and lists of members and

donors associated with the organization. The raid was

prompted by the arrest of three central leaders of

Jamaat-e-Islami from different areas in Dhaka in the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-kj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-kt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-kt/


larger context of the violent, large-scale protests

against the quota system.

The CTTC also found documents linking many central

leaders to criminal activities and planned to trace their

whereabouts. Additionally, they discovered evidence of

Jamaat's involvement in violence in the Dhanmondi

area in 2018 from this office. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Anti-graft body fails to

estimate value of some assets of former

police chief Benazir, family

(lm) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has been

unable to determine the value of some properties

owned by former Inspector General of Police Benazir

Ahmed, his wife, and their two daughters. The ACC is

planning to gather information on their assets abroad.

The progress report, which was delayed due to the

nationwide curfew imposed during the deadly protests

earlier this month, indicates that an investigation

began on April 22 into allegations that Benazir and his

family amassed wealth beyond their known sources of

income. So far, they have been found to own

properties worth BDT 434.6 million (USD 3.69 million),

including land, houses, and flats.

In response to ACC petitions, a Dhaka court ordered

the seizure and freezing of assets worth BDT 634.6

million (USD 5.39 million) in three phases. The ACC

plans to collect more information on their foreign

assets in the future. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Sonali Life Insurance’s ex-

chairman, family sued in embezzlement

case

(lm) Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)

has filed a case against eight individuals, including

Mostafa Golam Quddus, the former chairman of Sonali

Life Insurance, his family members, and a relative, for

embezzling BDT 187 crore (USD 15.9 million).  The ACC

alleges that the accused illegally withdrew the funds

using forged documents and transferred the money to

various companies and bank accounts they owned.

The case is based on violations of the Penal Code and

the Money Laundering Prevention Act, 2012. [The Daily

Star]
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Bangladesh: DSCC estimates USD 850,000

in damages during violent protests

(lm) The Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC)

estimated financial damages of around BDT 100

million (USD 850,000) due to recent violence related to

the quota reform protest. During the violence,

attackers set fire to three trucks and the toll plaza of

Mayor Hanif Flyover and vandalized three vehicles and

other DSCC establishments. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: State-owned investment

corporation to get substantial fund to

revitalize capital market

(sg) Bangladesh’s state-owned Investment Corporation

of Bangladesh (ICB) is set to receive a substantial fund

ranging from BDT 30 billion (USD 255 million) to BDT

50 billion (USD 425 million) from the central bank at a

concessional interest rate of 4 percent. The Ministry of

Finance will act as the guarantor in this arrangement,

aiming to alleviate liquidity issues and revitalize the

capital market.

ICB currently has a loan of BDT 95 billion (USD 808.5

million) from various banks, incurring at least BDT 1

billion (USD 8.5 million) in interest every quarter. With

the new fund, ICB plans to repay significant portions of

these loans, thereby reducing its interest expenses.

The remaining funds will be invested directly in the

capital market. [Daily Messenger]

Bangladesh: RMG exporters in race

against time to offset nearly USD 60

million in losses

(lm) Local apparel exporters in Bangladesh are

urgently working to recover losses incurred during the

deadly protests related to the quota reform movement

and a nationwide curfew. The shutdown of factories

and a five-day internet blackout disrupted production,

communication, and shipments, leading to significant

challenges for the ready-made garment (RMG) sector,

which is already struggling to recover from past global

disruptions.

The primary textile sector lost USD 58.8 million over six

days due to the disruptions, with a stockpile of yarn

and fabrics accumulating in mills. Despite the

challenges, exporters are focused on increasing

productivity and maintaining business continuity.
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The sector saw a 5.2 percent decline in garment

shipments to USD 33.04 billion in the last fiscal year.

The global supply chain has been impacted by the

Covid-19 pandemic, the Russia-Ukraine war, inflation,

and the Red Sea crisis, which increased shipping costs

and delayed shipments. This has led to a rise in

expensive air shipments to meet deadlines. [The Daily

Star]

Shrimp industry incurs USD 8.5 million loss in a week

The ongoing unrest in has also severely impacted the

shrimp industry, which has incurred losses amounting

to BDT 1 billion (USD 8.5 million). Approximately 200

metric tons of frozen shrimp worth BDT 3 billion (USD

25.5 million) are awaiting export. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Opposition lawmaker arrested

for alleged child molestation, granted bail

(lm) Police in Bhutan arrested an opposition Member

of Parliament (MP) last week on allegations of

molesting a child two years ago. The MP, who has

denied all allegations and requested a thorough

investigation, was granted bail the same day.

The case was lodged by the PEMA Secretariat on July 9

after the mother brought her 16-year-old daughter for

treatment, alleging that the MP molested her daughter

when he was a local administration officer. The mother

claimed the MP had entered her house and grabbed

her daughter’s breast. The family, living in a house

owned by the MP’s elder brother, received a laptop

from the MP, which he claimed was unrelated to the

incident. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to conduct

nationwide drug test for students; general

public also possibly subjected

(lm) The Bhutanese government has announced that

all students and trainees will undergo drug testing,

with those testing positive sent to rehabilitation

facilities for treatment. Health Minister Tandin

Wangchuk mentioned that the general public might

also be subjected to drug testing, estimating that 30

percent of the population could be drug-dependent.

Recent statistics show a sharp increase in drug-related

arrests, with 3,669 arrests in the past year, more than

double the previous year's figures. The Office of the
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Attorney General forwarded 425 drug and substance

abuse cases to the Royal Bhutan Police, indicating a

214 percent increase due to stringent drug

enforcement measures. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Health ministry targets 100

percent cancer screening coverage in 13th

Five-Year-Plan

(gs) Bhutan's health flagship program for 2020-2023,

launched during the 12th Five-Year-Plan with a budget

outlay of BTN 1.1 billion (USD 13.2 million), achieved 90

percent nationwide coverage for screening and

treating cervical, breast, and stomach cancers. During

the sixth Meet-the-Press session on July 26, Health

Minister Tandin Wangchuk announced plans to cover

the remaining 10 percent in the 13th Five-Year-Plan.

Bhutan aims to eradicate cervical cancer by 2030,

focusing on screening, detection, timely treatments,

and palliative care. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Further study necessary before

lifting vehicle moratorium, Prime Minister

Tobgay says

(gs) Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay announced that

further study is needed before lifting Bhutan’s vehicle

import moratorium, initially set for August 18, to

assess its impact on road infrastructure and traffic

congestion. Although the Ministry of Infrastructure and

Transport (MoIT) conducted an initial study, the Prime

Minister emphasized the necessity of a more

comprehensive evaluation considering road capacity,

traffic congestion, and public transportation efficiency.

The vehicle import moratorium, imposed in August

2022, aimed to address unsustainable transport loan

levels and declining foreign currency reserves. The

import ban has saved Bhutan approximately BTN 5.3

billion (USD 63.6 million) in foreign reserves annually.

Vehicle imports dropped significantly from BTN 3.2

billion (USD 38.4 million) in 2022 to BTN 926.09 million

(USD 11.1 million) in 2023, marking a 71 percent

decrease. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Economy grows at 4.88 percent in

2023
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(lm) Bhutan’s economy grew by 4.88 percent in 2023,

down from 5.21 percent in 2022, with the service

sector primarily driving this growth. Bhutan's gross

domestic product (GDP) rose to BTN 249.39 billion

(USD 2.99 billion) in 2023 from BTN 227.81 billion (USD

2.73 billion) in 2022.

The service sector contributed 55.49 percent to the

GDP, with significant growth in hotels and restaurants

(50.64 percent), mining and quarrying (36.96 percent),

and finance and insurance (13.42 percent). The

primary sector grew by 1.37 percent, recovering from a

negative growth of -1.15 percent in 2022, due to better

performance in livestock and forestry, although the

agriculture (crops) sub-sector declined by -1.95

percent. The secondary sector saw a slight contraction

of -0.03 percent, mainly due to declines in construction

and electricity.

Final consumption expenditure grew by 5.78 percent,

with household consumption increasing by 7.61

percent and government consumption by 1.41 percent.

Gross national savings increased to BTN 49.13 billion

(USD 589.56 million), while gross national income (GNI)

decreased to 4.54 percent from 5.73 percent in 2022.

GDP per capita increased to BTN 323,764.71 (USD

3,885.18) from BTN 301.29 (USD 3,615.48).

The export of goods and services increased by 30.68

percent, while imports decreased by 0.61 percent,

reflecting a positive shift in the trade balance.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Import bill up by 12 percent in

first six months of 2024

(lm) Bhutan’s import bill, including electricity, increased

by 12 percent to BTN 56.34 billion (USD 676.08 million)

in the first six months of this year compared to BTN

50.25 billion (USD 602.96 million) during the same

period last year, according to the Bhutan Trade

Statistics report. Despite this rise, the trade deficit

widened only slightly by BTN 618 million (USD 7.41

million) to BTN 31.95 billion (USD 383.4 million) by

June, due to a 29 percent increase in exports,

amounting to BTN 24.4 billion (USD 292.8 million), up

from BTN 18.92 billion (USD 226.7 million) last year.

Imports from India accounted for 88 percent, or BTN

49.83 billion (USD 598 million), while exports to India

were BTN 17.29 billion (USD 207.5 million). Imports

from other countries totaled BTN 6.51 billion (USD 78.1

million), against exports of BTN 7.11 billion (USD 85.3

million).
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The significant increase in electricity imports, rising

from BTN 1.88 billion (USD 22.6 million) to BTN 5.12

billion (USD 61.4 million) in the first five months, was

primarily due to poor hydrology. This import surge

contributed to the trade deficit; without it, the deficit

would have been reduced to BTN 26.83 billion (USD

322 million).

The revenue from electricity exports decreased to BTN

2.49 billion (USD 29.9 million) from BTN 3.35 billion

(USD 40.2 million) in the same period last year. Key

imports included diesel (BTN 5.6 billion or USD 67.2

million), petrol (BTN 1.9 billion or USD 22.8 million),

rice (BTN 1.51 billion or USD 18.1 million), and

smartphones (BTN 1.32 billion or USD 15.8 million).

Bhutan’s total external reserves stood at USD 596.85

million as of May, adequate for 15.44 months of

essential imports, just above the constitutional

requirement. The current account deficit is expected to

contract to 19.1 percent of GDP in 2024-25, with the

trade deficit projected to reduce to BTN 51.69 billion

(USD 620.28 million) in 2023-24 from BTN 72.97 billion

(USD 876.8 million) in the previous year, due to an 8.5

percent reduction in imports.

The current account balance is estimated to improve

to 18.9 percent in 2024-25 and further by 4.4 percent

in 2025-26, as hydro-related imports decline and

exports grow. Imports are projected to grow at an

average of 1.2 percent over the next five years, while

exports are expected to grow at an average of 6.9

percent. With the commissioning of the Nikachhu

hydropower plant in January and Punatshangchhu-II

expected in August, hydropower exports are

anticipated to increase significantly. [Kuensel 1]

[Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Youth unemployment set to

decline in Q2

(gs) Bhutan's youth unemployment rate is projected to

fall to 19.2 percent in the second quarter of 2024,

down from 22.9 percent in Q1, according to the

National Statistics Bureau's latest report. Overall

unemployment is expected to dip to 3.7 percent in Q2

from 4.1 percent in Q1. The service sector remains the

largest employer at 45.3 percent, followed by

agriculture at 41.2 percent.

The Himalayan kingdom estimates 7,903 unemployed

youth, with a slightly higher rate for women (19.6

percent) than men (18.9 percent). Urban areas
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continue to face higher youth joblessness at 21.7

percent versus 16.7 percent in rural regions. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to launch digital

learning platforms for Dzongkha

(gs) Bhutan's government has announced plans to

create digital platforms, including YouTube channels,

to help citizens and foreigners learn Dzongkha, the

country's official language. Prime Minister Tshering

Tobgay revealed this initiative during a press

conference on July 26.

Dzongkha, the national language of Bhutan, is a Sino-

Tibetan language closely related to Tibetan. It has been

the country's sole official language since 1971 and is

central to Bhutanese cultural identity. Despite its

official status, many Bhutanese, especially in urban

areas, struggle with fluency in Dzongkha.

This move follows last month's executive order

mandating the use of Dzongkha in all government

meetings and official correspondence. The government

is also working with the education ministry to simplify

Dzongkha instruction in schools, addressing public

concerns about its decreased emphasis in the

curriculum. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to launch

specialized and international schools to

enhance education

(lm/gs) The Bhutanese government plans to establish

five specialized schools and an international school

during the 13th Five-Year-Plan to diversify education

options and build a specialized workforce. Education

and Skills Development Minister Yeezang De Thapa

announced that the government has allocated BTN

800 million (USD 9.6 million) for schools focused on

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics

(STEM), music and arts, Technical and Vocational

Education and Training (TVET), sports, and a

rehabilitation center.

Additionally, the government has allocated BTN 20

million (USD 240,000) for establishing an international

school, expected to be located in Paro or Thimphu.

This school aims to provide world-class education and

cater to the needs of children of foreign employees

working in Gelephu Mindfulness City. [Kuensel 1]
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In parallel, The Ministry of Education and Skills

Development (MoESD) has allocated over BTN 700

million (USD 8.4 million) in its 13th Five-Year-Plan to

enhance Early Childhood Care and Development

(ECCD) centers. The plan includes establishing over 100

new ECCD centers and renovating more than 80

existing ones, aiming for 100 percent reach for

children under five.

Moreover, to improve quality, the teacher-student

ratio will be reduced from 1:15 to 1:8. A Postgraduate

Diploma program in ECCD will be introduced at Paro

College of Education. Currently, Bhutan has 561 ECCD

centers, with a mix of government, private, workplace-

based, and NGO-operated facilities. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: First phase of small hydro

projects to be commissioned by mid-next

year

(lm) Against the larger backdrop of a rise in electricity

imports during the lean winter season to cover last

year's peak energy demand, the first phase of three

small hydropower projects in Bhutan is set to be

commissioned by mid-2024. These projects include the

32MW Yungichhu in Lhuntse, 54MW Burgangchhu in

Nangkor, and 18MW Suchhu in Sangbaykha.

Collectively, these projects will contribute 104MW of

power and are expected to generate 494 million units

(MU) of energy annually, with a total cost of

approximately BTN 9.2 billion (USD 110.4 million).

The second phase will include the 90MW Jomori, 54MW

Gamri, 26MW Druk Bindu I & II, and 25MW Begana

projects, estimated to cost around BTN 20 billion (USD

240 million). Bids for these projects have been

received, and construction is expected to start by

October 2024, except for Begana due to delays in the

clearance process. Eight new contractors have shown

interest and will go through the bidding process.

DGPC is also preparing the Detailed Project Report for

the third phase, which includes the 33MW Parochhu,

85MW Gamri II, 24MW Yurmochhu, 33MW Sherichhu,

and 64MW Jigmechhu projects. The fourth phase will

include the 170MW Dangchhu, 363MW Komachhu, and

237MW Jonthang projects. [Kuensel 1]

Only 7.5 percent of hydropower potential harnessed so

far

These projects are part of larger efforts to meet

increasing energy demand in Bhutan, as currently, only

7.5 percent of the hydropower potential has been
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harnessed. Bhutan aims to achieve a hydropower

generation capacity of 20,000 MW (20 GW) by 2040,

requiring an estimated USD 26 billion in funding. In the

immediate term, the government plans to increase

capacity by 3,119 MW, reaching a total of 5,000 MW

within the 13th Five-Year-Plan, with an allocated

budget of BTN 527 billion (USD 6.34 billion).

Additionally, over 15 GW of new hydropower projects

and 5 GW of solar resources are planned to meet

future energy demands.

To finance these projects, the government is exploring

a variety of options, including strategic partnerships

with Indian industrial giants (Adani Group, Reliance

Group, and GMR Group) and global financial

institutions. The financing model being considered

involves 70 percent debt and 30 percent equity.

Potential funding sources include bilateral and

multilateral loans, EXIM Bank financing, commercial

loans, corporate and green bonds, pension funds,

climate financing, infrastructure investment trusts,

public offerings, and divestments. The government is

also considering policy reviews to encourage private

sector investment and public-private partnerships in

the hydropower sector. [Kuensel 2]

Major focus on renewables to diversify energy mix

At the same time, the government is focusing on

diversifying the country's energy mix by aiming to

produce 5,000 MW of solar power, and 28 MW of wind

power by 2040. This strategy is part of the Renewable

Energy Development Roadmap, which the government

is currently reviewing. The roadmap aims to address

the widening energy demand-supply gap, reduce

import dependency, and enhance energy security by

2034 and beyond. [Kuensel 3]

India: Finance Minister Sitharaman

presents USD 576 billion budget for

FY2024-2025

(sg/lm) Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

has presented a budget amounting to USD 576 billion

for the current fiscal year - the coalition government's

first budget since the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of

Prime Minister Modi lost its outright majority in

parliament. The budget introduces significant changes,

focusing on job creation, rural development, skilling,

and agriculture.

Tax relief for start-ups, middle classes and foreign

corporates; bad news for investors

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ot/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-oi/


Tax changes were introduced to address concerns of

an overheating market and attract more investment.

The angel tax on capital raised by private companies

was abolished, providing a boost to the start-up

ecosystem. Minor adjustments to personal income

taxes were also made, offering savings for those who

opt for the new tax regime. To encourage investment,

corporate tax for foreign companies was cut to 35

percent from 40 percent.

At the same time, the budget raised the tax on long-

term capital gains from 10 percent to 12.5 percent and

short-term capital gains from 15 percent to 20 percent.

Additionally, the securities transaction tax on

derivatives trading was increased, addressing concerns

about speculation and retail investor participation in

equity markets. 

USD 24 billion jobs plan

Economists have pointed out that distress in rural

areas and a weak job market contributed to Modi’s BJP

losing its absolute majority. They emphasize that land

and labor reforms are essential for sustained

economic growth. In light of this, the budget includes

three new schemes aimed at tackling India's

employment issues, costing INR 2 trillion (USD 24.39

billion) over five years. These include direct cash

transfers to new formal sector employees, along with

employment-linked incentives for both employees and

employers.

Support for Coalition Allies

Significant financial support was allocated to the BJP's

two key regional allies - Janata Dal (United) of the

northern state of Bihar and Telugu Desam Party of

southern Andhra Pradesh state - which hold 28 seats

in India’s lower house. The finance minister announced

financial support of INR 150 billion (USD 1.79 billion)

for the development of Andhra Pradesh’s capital, with

a promise for more money in the coming years. A slew

of new airport, road, and power projects were

sanctioned in Bihar.

Reduced Fiscal Deficit

Despite the new spending, India aims to reduce its

fiscal deficit to 4.9 percent of GDP from 5.1 percent,

aided by a USD 25 billion surplus from the central

bank. The government also marginally reduced gross

market borrowing to USD 170 billion.

Unchanged Capital Expenditure on Infrastructure; Bet big

on nuclear energy and space



The budget maintained the capital expenditure on

infrastructure at USD 134 billion, as announced in the

interim budget. However, it focuses significantly on

renewable and nuclear energy. Although specific funds

for nuclear energy were not disclosed, nuclear energy

is expected to become a substantial part of India's

energy mix.

The budget also allocates INR 10 billion (USD 120

million) to set up a venture-capital fund for expanding

India's space economy, aiming to grow it fivefold in the

next decade. Overall, the space department will

receive USD 156 million, marking a 4 percent increase

from the previous year's budget. [Nature]

Government budget allocations to Ministeries

The highest budget allocation has been given to the

Ministry of Defence, amounting to INR 4.54 trillion

(USD 54.27 billion). Other significant allocations include

Rural Development, receiving INR 2.66 trillion (USD

31.75 billion); Agriculture and Allied Activities with INR

1.52 trillion (USD 18.13 billion); Ministry of Home

Affairs allocated INR 1.51 trillion (USD 18.05 billion);

Education with INR 1.26 trillion (USD 15.01 billion); IT

and Telecom Industry Ministry allocated INR 1.16

trillion (USD 13.88 billion); Health with INR 0.89 trillion

(USD 10.65 billion); Energy with INR 0.69 trillion (USD

8.23 billion); Social Welfare with INR 0.57 trillion (USD

6.75 billion); and Commerce & Industry, which also

received INR 0.57 trillion (USD 6.75 billion). [The

Economic Times] [Al Jazeera] [bbc]

India: INDIA bloc MPs protest over

‘discrimination’ in of opposition-ruled

states in new central budget

(wh) On July 24, members of the INDIA opposition bloc,

formally known as the Indian National Developmental

Inclusive Alliance, led by Indian National Congress (INC)

leaders Mallikarjun Kharge, Sonia Gandhi, and Rahul

Gandhi, protested in Parliament against what they

called the "discriminatory" budget presented by

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. The protest

included members from the INC, TMC, Samajwadi

Party, DMK, and the Left.

The demonstration followed concerns of

discrimination against opposition-ruled states in the

Union Budget, recently presented by Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman. The group expressed significant

dissatisfaction with the budget's provisions, labeling it

as insufficient for development and contrary to India’s

federal structure. [The Hindu] [The Indian Express]
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India: CBI files charge sheet against Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in excise

policy case

(lm) The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has filed

a charge sheet against Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal in connection with a corruption case related to

the now-scrapped Delhi excise policy. This action

follows Kejriwal's arrest on June 26 by the CBI while he

was in judicial custody for a related money-laundering

case filed by the Enforcement Directorate (ED).

The Delhi Excise Policy 2021-2022, introduced in

November 2021, aimed to overhaul the liquor retail

sector in Delhi. However, it was scrapped on August 1,

2022, due to allegations of procedural irregularities.

Following these allegations, the ED and CBI began their

investigations into the supposed scam. The ED focused

on the money trail, while the CBI investigated

corruption and bribery charges against public servants.

In July 2022, Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena

recommended a CBI probe into the alleged

irregularities, leading to the registration of a corruption

case under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1998.

Kejriwal was interrogated by the CBI in April but had

not been formally charged until now. The CBI has filed

multiple charge sheets involving 17 accused, including

former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and

Bharat Rashtra Samithi legislator K. Kavitha.

Recently, a Delhi court extended Kejriwal's judicial

custody in the money laundering case until July 31 and

in the corruption case until August 8. [The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court agrees to examine

Bihar‘s appeal against high court order

quashing 65 percent quota

(lm) India's Supreme Court has agreed to examine

Bihar's appeal against a Patna High Court decision that

quashed the state's amendments to increase the

reservation quota from 50 percent to 65 percent. The

Supreme Court, however, did not grant any interim

relief and refused to stay the High Court's verdict.

The appeal stems from the Bihar government's

decision to increase the quota for Scheduled Castes

(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), extremely backward

classes (EBCs), and other backward classes (OBCs)

from 50 percent to 65 percent, following a caste-based
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survey report released in 2022. The legislation for this

quota hike was passed unanimously by the Bihar

Legislative Assembly in November 2023, which also

included a 10 percent quota for Economically Weaker

Sections (EWS), bringing the total reservation in the

state to 75 percent.

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) petitions were filed in the

Patna High Court, challenging the quota hike as a

violation of the right to equal opportunity for citizens

in employment and education. The High Court then

directed to set aside the increase in reservation. [The

Hindu]

India: Supreme Court expands scrutiny

radar to governors’ powers on bill

(lm) India's Supreme Court is set to scrutinize the

powers of governors regarding their handling of bills

passed by state legislatures. This decision comes after

Kerala and West Bengal joined Telangana and Tamil

Nadu in accusing governors of whimsically delaying or

withholding assent to bills and referring them to the

president. The Supreme Court will consider framing

guidelines for governors in this context.

A bench led by Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud issued

notices to the Union Ministry of Home Affairs and the

secretaries to the governors, seeking a comprehensive

interpretation of the constitutional provisions related

to governors' powers over bills.

This development follows a recent petition challenging

the constitutional immunity granted to governors from

criminal prosecution under Article 361, in a case

involving an alleged sexual harassment incident by the

West Bengal governor.

Senior advocates argued that governors are confused

about their powers regarding assent to bills, with

significant delays noted in Kerala, where some bills

have been pending for up to 23 months. Similar

patterns were observed in West Bengal and Tamil

Nadu, with governors clearing or referring bills only

after petitions were filed in the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court had previously ruled that

governors cannot indefinitely withhold assent to bills,

as it would undermine the legislative functions of

elected state legislatures and violate constitutional

principles. [The Times of India 1]

Parliament's upper house debate heats up over bill

limiting state governors' powers
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In a related development, Parliament's upper house,

the Rajya Sabha, experienced significant disruption on

July 26 when Kerala MP John Brittas introduced a

private member’s bill aiming to make governors

constitutionally bound by the advice of the council of

ministers of states. This bill intended to ensure

governors' roles were confined to constitutional

provisions, preventing them from assuming extra-

constitutional roles such as chancellorships.

When the proposal to introduce the bill was put to a

voice vote, the treasury benches objected, leading to a

vote where the bill was defeated with 56 votes against

and 21 in favor. Brittas argued that governors were

acting against elected governments, thereby denting

the federal structure. BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi

opposed the bill, asserting the quasi-federal nature of

the Indian Constitution and the governor’s role as the

president’s representative. [The Times of India 2]

India: Supreme Court notice to Bihar state

government on plea to probe collapsing

bridges

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has issued a notice to

the Bihar government in response to a writ petition

which calls for a structural audit of bridges in the state.

This action is in light of numerous incidents of bridge

collapses in Bihar, posing significant risks to public

safety. The petition requests a high-level audit of the

bridges, and the demolition or retrofitting of weak

structures if feasible. It also seeks the establishment of

a policy or mechanism for real-time monitoring of

bridge health using sensors, similar to those used by

the Roads and Transport Ministry for national

highways.

The petition highlights over ten incidents of bridge

collapses since 2022 in various districts, exacerbated

by Bihar’s flood-prone nature. It emphasizes the need

for a permanent body of experts to continuously

monitor the health of existing and under-construction

bridges, and maintain a comprehensive database on

bridge conditions. [The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court refuses to intervene

against bail to Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren

(lm) The Supreme Court declined to intervene against

the bail granted to Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
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Soren in a money laundering case related to a land

scam. The apex court found the High Court's judgment

to be well-reasoned and stated that its observations

would not influence the trial judge.

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) argued that the

High Court had not considered crucial witness

statements against Soren and challenged the finding

that there was no prima facie evidence of his guilt

under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. The

High Court also concluded there was no likelihood of

Soren committing an offence while out on bail.

Previously, the ED had opposed Soren's interim bail in

the Supreme Court, claiming he was guilty of money

laundering and had filed false cases against officials to

obstruct the investigation. The agency argued that

Soren would tamper with evidence and influence

witnesses. The chief minister's Soren's defense argued

that the ED lacked sufficient material to justify his

arrest under the PMLA, and that the alleged illegal

possession of land was not a scheduled offence under

the Act. [The Hindu]

India: Opposition leader Gandhi asks

lower house speaker to end restrictions

on media in Parliament

(lm) The Leader of the Opposition in Parliament’s lower

house, Rahul Gandhi, requested House Speaker Om

Birla to lift the restrictions on media movement within

the Parliament premises. Gandhi raised this issue

during the Monsoon session of Parliament, arguing

that media personnel, who were previously able to

record comments from MPs near entry and exit points,

are now confined to a designated enclosure.

Speaker Birla responded by reminding Gandhi about

the procedural rules of Parliament, suggesting that

such matters should be discussed directly with him

rather than on the floor of the House. Following this,

Gandhi, along with other opposition leaders met with

journalists in the media enclosure, expressing

solidarity against what they termed as censorship.

Later, Speaker Birla met with a group of journalists,

assuring them that their grievances would be

addressed and promising better facilities for them to

carry out their duties. [The Telegraph]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-bh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-bk/


India: APP lawmaker asks central

government to investigate spyware

attacks on journalists, politicians

(lm) Raghav Chadha, a lawmaker for the Aam Aadmi

Party, raised concerns in Parliament's upper house

about state-sponsored cyberattacks on politicians,

journalists, and other prominent individuals, calling for

an investigation by the central government. Chadha

highlighted that several opposition leaders had

received alerts from Apple warning them of attempts

by state-sponsored attackers to remotely compromise

their mobile phones. He emphasized that these

attacks, which also targeted journalists and eminent

people, represent significant breaches of privacy. [The

Hindu]

The context of Chadha's remarks relates to ongoing

concerns about the use of spyware, particularly in light

of previous revelations about the use of Pegasus

spyware. Pegasus, developed by the Israeli company

NSO Group, has been used globally to monitor

activists, journalists, and politicians. The issue gained

prominence in India in 2021 when reports emerged

that the spyware was allegedly used to target

opposition leaders, journalists, and other prominent

figures. This sparked widespread outrage and

demands for a thorough investigation into the

government's role in these surveillance activities.

India: Ex-Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister

Reddy stages protest against ruling TDP in

Delhi

(wh/lm) Jagan Mohan Reddy, leader of the YSR

Congress Party (YSRCP), a regional political party based

in the state of Andhra Pradesh, staged a protest

against the alleged political violence in the state

targeting his party cadres.

Jagan, a former chief minister, accused the ruling

Telugu Desam Party – a regional ally of Prime Minister

Modi’s ruling BJP – of creating widespread fear and

violence in Andhra Pradesh over the past 45 days. He

alleged that more than 30 people have been

murdered, over 300 murder attempts have been

made, and 35 people have died by suicide.

Additionally, he claimed that 560 private properties

have been destroyed, 490 government properties

vandalized, nearly 2,700 families displaced, and over

1,050 incidents of violence reported.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-bu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-bu/


During the protest, Reddy released a book detailing

these allegations and called for broader support to

address the violence, including from Prime Minister

Modi and the Supreme Court. The protest emphasized

the need for an independent investigation into the

violence, with calls from various leaders for immediate

action. [The Indian Express]

It is worth noting that Reddy's protest in New Delhi

garnered support from several members of the INDIA

opposition bloc and All India Anna Dravida Munnetra

Kazhagam party leaders.

In response, the TDP, currently in power in Andhra

Pradesh and part of the BJP-led central government,

dismissed Reddy's allegations as "fake drama." TDP

MPs held a press conference accusing Reddy of

engaging in diversion politics and criticized his timing

for holding the protest during the Parliament session.

They urged Reddy to address these issues within the

Andhra Pradesh assembly rather than protesting in

Delhi. [The Telegraph]

Morever, the Andhra Pradesh education department,

under the leadership of Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu, has removed Reddy's name from several

welfare schemes for students and renamed them after

prominent educational figures. [mint]

India: Multiple clashes between Indian

Army and militants in Jammu and

Kashmir

(wh) A series of joint operations by the Indian Army

and Jammu and Kashmir Police have been confronting

increased terrorist activity across the region. One

significant incident occurred in the Kowut area of

Kupwara district, where a terrorist was neutralized and

a Non-Commissioned Officer was injured during an

intense gunfight. This operation was initiated based on

credible intelligence about the presence of terrorists.

The recent surge in violence includes several notable

incidents. An army convoy was attacked in Kathua, and

there were additional encounters with terrorists in

Doda and Udhampur districts. In the Battal sector of

Jammu, army forces thwarted an infiltration attempt

by terrorists, which led to a firefight.

Moreover, suspicious movements near the Line of

Control in the Sunderbani area of Rajouri prompted a

response from the army. In a separate event in Doda’s

Kastigarh area, two soldiers sustained injuries during

an encounter with terrorists. On July 22, a violent
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confrontation in the same district resulted in the

deaths of four army personnel, including an officer.

[Business Standard]

India: Defence Ministry approves

proposals for advanced navigation

system, interceptor boats

(lm/sg) India’s Defence Ministry, under the leadership

of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, has approved

proposals to enhance the capabilities of the Indian

Army and Indian Coast Guard (ICG). During a Defence

Acquisition Council (DAC) meeting, the ministry

approved the acquisition of 22 interceptor boats for

the ICG and granted Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for

the procurement of an Advanced Land Navigation

System (ALNS) for the Army's Armoured Fighting

Vehicles (AFVs).

The exact cost of procuring the advanced navigation

system and interceptor boats has not been disclosed.

[INDIA TODAY]

Defence Ministry and NSE signs MoU to facilitate Fund

access to defence sectors MSME’s

In related developments, the Ministry of Defence and

the National Stock Exchange have signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to facilitate

easier access to capital markets for micro, small, and

medium enterprises (MSMEs) in the defence sector.

This five-year collaboration aims to streamline the

capital-raising process through the NSE Emerge

platform, providing MSMEs with efficient and

transparent methods to secure funding. [ANI]

Maldives: Election Commission proposes

to cap number of parliamentarians to 77

(sa) In the Maldives, The Election Commission (EC) has

proposed capping the number of parliamentarians at

77 to prevent the number of constituencies from rising

with population growth. This recommendation was

discussed at the Parliament's Committee on

Independent Institutions meeting. EC President Fuad

Thaufeeq highlighted that other countries practice

capping parliamentary seats and suggested amending

the Constitution to set the cap at 77, which was the

number of parliamentarians in 2008.
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Under this proposal, each atoll would receive two

seats, with the remaining seats distributed based on

population. For instance, Haa Alif Atoll would get a

total of four seats, Male' would receive ten seats, and

Addu would get five seats. Thaufeeq asserted that this

system could function effectively until 2050 without

additional changes to constituencies.

EC Vice President Ali Nashath emphasized the

importance of each atoll being represented by two

members. He also noted that the current legal

framework does not fully support a multi-party system

and suggested that specific numbers of seats be

allocated to political parties, similar to the systems in

countries like Fiji.

The committee has also met with representatives from

the Maldivian Democratic Party and People's National

Congress, both of which concur that the number of

parliamentarians needs to be capped, although they

did not specify a number. [the edition]

Maldives: Amendment allowing hasty

impeachment of president revised

(lm) In the Maldives, the current 20th parliament,

which took oath earlier this year, has revised last year's

amendments regarding the expedited impeachment

process for the president and vice president. The 19th

parliament's amendment allowed for a swift

impeachment process, but the new general committee

found the durations insufficient and concerning.

The investigation period for impeachment motions has

been extended from five days to ten days. The notice

period for impeachment investigations has been

increased from two hours to five days. The notice

period for members to attend committee meetings has

been extended from six hours to twenty-four hours.

Additionally, the time allowed for the president to

respond to the committee's report has been extended

from two days to seven days.

These revisions were approved with a vote of 64 out of

65 members in attendance. [the edition]

Maldives: PNC MP Ahmed Thoriq resigns

from party leadership post

(sa) Ahmed Thoriq has resigned as Deputy

Parliamentary Group Leader of the ruling People's

National Congress (PNC), which holds a supermajority
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in the Maldivian unicameral legislator. Thoriq, in his

third term, later posted on social media that his

resignation was due to his inability to fully dedicate

time to the parliamentary group's work. [the edition]

The resignation comes just less than three months

after his appointment. In light of this, it is noteworthy

that Thoriq supported President Mohamed Muizzu's

candidacy but was reportedly initially aligned with

President Abdulla Yameen.

Maldives: Regulations amended to

suspend lawmakers who violate code of

conduct

(lm) In the Maldives, the unicameral legislature recently

revised its regulations to include the suspension of

members who violate the institution's code of conduct.

Previously, the regulations lacked effective measures

against non-compliance. The new amendments,

drafted by the general committee and passed on July

25, detail that MPs can face parliamentary punishment

for misconduct to uphold the dignity of parliament and

sustain public confidence.

Violations will result in a letter of condemnation sent to

the offending member and shared with other MPs.

Additionally, an announcement will be made in

parliament to highlight the misconduct and remind

members not to repeat it. Consequences for violations

include being barred from attending sessions and

committee meetings, and exclusion from official

delegations. Any damage to another member's

property will be deducted from the offending

member's salary.

Despite these penalties, MPs will still be allowed to

participate and vote in special meetings involving the

impeachment of the president, no-confidence votes

against ministers, removal of judges and institutional

members, and approval of the state budget. [the

edition]

Maldives: Prosecutor General appeals to

Supreme Court requesting admission of

new evidence in Yameen case

(sa) In the Maldives, the Prosecutor General's Office

has appealed to the Supreme Court to admit new

evidence in the bribery and money laundering case

against former President Abdulla Yameen. This follows

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-nk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-nu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-nu/


the High Court's decision to quash a lower court ruling

that initially sentenced Yameen to 11 years in prison.

Yameen was convicted in 2022 for money laundering

and accepting a USD 1 million bribe related to the

lease of Vaavu atoll Aarah. However, the High Court

dismissed this ruling, declaring the new evidence

inadmissible and ordered a retrial without it. The

Prosecutor General's Office argued that the High

Court's verdict contradicts previous Supreme Court

rulings and has requested the Supreme Court to

mandate the Criminal Court to reconsider the

admissibility of the evidence.

This appeal does not affect the High Court's order for a

retrial. Additionally, former Felidhoo MP Yoosuf

Naeem, who was also convicted in the case, had his

three-year sentence overturned by the High Court,

which also ordered a retrial for his case. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu emphasizes

importance of ‘looking beyond horizon’

(sa) President Mohamed Muizzu emphasized the

importance of "looking beyond the horizon" to ensure

the Maldives' independence and economic sovereignty

during a speech at the 59th Independence Day

reception. He highlighted the necessity of diversifying

the economy beyond tourism to achieve true

autonomy.

President Muizzu cited the Maldives International

Financial Services Authority (MIFSA) as an example of

ongoing efforts, with legislative work already initiated

to support its establishment. The MIFSA is designed to

expand the Maldivian economy beyond its traditional

reliance on tourism by developing a robust financial

services sector.

He also announced the creation of a development

bank staffed by experienced professionals to attract

investment. Additionally, the commencement of

international bunkering services next month is

expected to add USD 400 million to the GDP in its first

year, reducing national debt and creating job

opportunities.

The president also discussed the Special Economic

Zone (SEZ) initiative, which includes proposals for a

'Solar City' near Bandos to reduce fuel expenditure. He

assured that the relocation of fuel storage from

Funadhoo to Maagiri would be completed within two

years, paving the way for the International Financial

Services Centre at Funadhoo. [the edition 1]
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Independence Day parade postponed due to bad weather;

all activities cancelled due to economic strains

Meanwhile, the Maldives National Defence Force

(MNDF) and Maldivian National Cadet Corp (MNCC)

special parade for the country's 59th Independence

Day has been postponed due to bad weather.

Moreover, in light of the current economic situation,

the government announced that no Independence Day

activities will be held this year, except for the official

ceremony, which included include cost-cutting

measures. [the edition 2]

Maldives: RTI Act applies to state-owned

enterprises, Supreme Court rules

(sa) The Supreme Court of the Maldives ruled that the

Right to Information (RTI) Act applies to state-owned

enterprises (SOEs). The ruling followed an appeal by

Maldives Transport and Contracting Company (MTCC)

challenging a regulation by the Information

Commissioner's Office specifying the Act's application

to SOEs.

The court stated that the Information Commissioner

has the authority to include such provisions, ensuring

that entities receiving state support are subject to the

RTI Act. The unanimous verdict emphasized that while

the clause is valid, the level of state control over

different companies should be considered. The ruling

maintains the High Court's decision on the matter. [the

edition]

Maldives: High Court upholds life

sentence for accomplice in 2015 murder

case

(sa) The Maldivian High Court upheld a 25-year prison

sentence for an individual convicted of being an

accomplice in the 2015 murder of Ali Ziyadham in

Laamu atoll Mundoo. The man, Sifam, was initially

sentenced under the Act on Prohibiting ‎Threatening

and Possession of Dangerous Weapons and Sharp

‎Objects, despite his appeal arguing for sentencing

under the penal code. The court confirmed that

eyewitnesses testified Sifam restrained Ziyadham

during the fatal stabbing by Mohamed Shanoon, who

received a death sentence for intentional homicide.

Meanwhile, Shanoon's death sentence is pending final

appeals, with no executions having occurred in the
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Maldives for over six decades. [the edition]

Maldives: High Court upholds death

penalty in 2021 murder case

(lm) In the Maldives, the High Court recently upheld the

Criminal Court's death penalty sentence for a 29-year-

old Bangladeshi migrant worker, for the murder of a

Maldivian businessman who had been found dead in a

water well in an abandoned house in October 2021.

The convict, who worked as a live-in caregiver near the

crime scene, was arrested later in 2021. He was

charged with murder with intent and abuse of a corpse

in December 2021. During his trial, the man pled guilty

multiple times, leading the Criminal Court to sentence

him to death in accordance with the wishes of the

victim’s inheritors.

The prosecution sought to reaffirm the death penalty

at the High Court, which upheld the original decision

based on the convict’s repeated guilty pleas and the

evidence presented. [Sun Online]

Maldives: State Minister Maniu Mohamed

resigns

(sa) Maniu Mohamed, recently appointed as a state

minister at the Ministry of Homeland Security and

Technology, has resigned. His resignation follows his

sudden dismissal as Commissioner General of

Customs and subsequent reassignment. The move

came after Customs officials made controversial

statements about the ease of smuggling weapons into

the Maldives. [SunOnline]

Maldives: Opposition MDP approves

appointment of Hisaan as party vice

president

(lm) The main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party

(MDP) has approved the appointment of Hisaan

Hussain as the party's Vice President. The decision was

made during the MDP National Council meeting, with

40 members voting in favor. MDP President Abdulla

Shahid proposed Hisaan for the position, emphasizing

the need for more women in leadership roles within

the party. Hisaan, a lawyer, previously served as the

Legal Director of MDP and chaired the Parliament's
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Judiciary Committee and the Judicial Service

Commission during the 19th Parliament. She resigned

from her post as Legal Director to take on her new role

as Vice President. [the edition]

Maldives: Criminal Court dismisses

charges against former Vice President

Jihad

(sa) The Maldives Criminal Court dismissed charges

against former Vice President Abdulla Jihad on July 25.

Jihad, now Chairperson of the Maldives International

Finance Service Authority (MIFSA), was charged in 2013

over the signing of an agreement involving the

development of Fushidhiggarufalhu island in his

capacity as then-Finance Minister. The charge alleged

that the agreement, which gave the Maldivian

government a 25 percent stake in a joint venture with a

foreign company, was not in the state's best interest.

The court ruled the case could not proceed due to legal

errors in the investigation, noting that the case was re-

investigated by the Asset Recovery Commission

without a disclosed reason after the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) had already investigated it.

Additionally, former Vice President Ahmed Adeeb's

statements were deemed doubtful and unverified by

the Asset Recovery Commission.

Judge Hussain Faiz Rashad concluded that due to

indicators of unfair investigation, the charges were

invalid. Previously, prosecutors also sued Jihad for MVR

1.1 million (USD 71,500) for not vacating his official

residence, but this case was withdrawn in January. [the

edition]

Maldives: Former Chief of Staff at

President’s Office loses case against bank

at Supreme Court

(lm) Former Chief of Staff at the President's Office, Ali

Zahir, has lost his final appeal at the Supreme Court

concerning the MVR 2.3 million (USD 149,500) he owes

to Mauritius Commercial Bank (MCB). The Supreme

Court upheld the previous rulings from the Civil and

High Courts, requiring Zahir to repay the bank.

The case began in 2018 when MCB notified Zahir to

repay the sum after overdrawn funds were released

for a cheque he issued. Zahir had issued a cheque for

MVR 2.3 million based on a document indicating MVR 4
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million (USD 260,000) was credited to his account,

which was not actually available at the time. Zahir

contested the repayment demand in Civil Court, which

ruled against him, followed by the High Court's similar

ruling. He then appealed to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court ruled that banks have the

authority to issue overdrafts, as per agreements with

customers, thus maintaining that Zahir must repay the

amount. However, Justice Ali Rasheed Hussain

dissented, arguing that the overdraft authority is

limited and pointing out Zahir's account balance was

only MVR 500 (USD 32.50) when the funds were

released. He suggested the bank should recover the

funds from the party to whom the cheque was issued.

[the edition]

Maldives: Finance Ministry's weekly

statistics not published in a month

(lm) The Finance Ministry has suspended its weekly

financial data updates for over a month due to ongoing

data consolidation efforts, a process done twice

annually. The last update was published on June 20.

The latest available statistics reveal that MVR 19 billion

(USD 1.24 billion) has been spent from the state's

budget, with MVR 14 billion (USD 910 million) allocated

to current costs, which is MVR 1 billion (USD 65 million)

more than the previous year. The state revenue stands

at MVR 15.4 billion (USD 1 billion), MVR 1 billion (USD

65 million) less than in 2023. The recent updates did

not include June salaries, contrasting with last year

when salaries were paid early due to Eid holidays and

included in the statistics, making last year's recurrent

expenses appear higher. [the edition]

Maldives: There is a culture of lawlessness

in country, homeland security minister

says

(lm) Minister of Homeland Security and Technology Ali

Ihusan stated that the Maldives is currently

experiencing a culture of lawlessness, and President

Mohamed Muizzu has tasked him with resolving this

issue.

Ihusan highlighted issues such as compromised vehicle

registrations through the Transport Ministry's portal,

fake license plates, modified silencers causing noise

pollution, and abandoned vehicles. He assured that
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those responsible would be identified and held

accountable.

The Minister also mentioned that, under the Male' Fahi

program, vehicles parked improperly near schools,

hospitals, and mosques would be towed to address

parking problems. Additionally, accessways to

residences will be ensured, with obstructing vehicles

also being towed. The aim is to change the culture of

disregarding laws and regulations through

collaborative efforts with various institutions. [the

edition]

Maldives: Amendment proposed to allow

Cabinet to determine expat numbers

(sa) A proposed amendment would allow the Maldivian

Cabinet to set the maximum number of expatriate

workers allowed from specific countries. Currently, the

Employment Act caps expatriate workers at 100,000

per country, requiring any excess to be reduced.

The proposed amendment will allow the cabinet to

determine the number and sectors for expatriate

workers based on an assessment of job market needs.

This assessment will consider the necessity of foreign

workers, the availability of skilled local workers,

potential improvements in skill standards, and impacts

on national security. The amendment also specifies

that any necessary reductions in expatriate numbers

must occur within a 36-month period, following

adequate notice.

Previously, the government had restricted Bangladeshi

workers as their numbers exceeded 100,000, favoring

Indian workers instead. The current government has

since revoked this decision, allowing Bangladeshi

workers again. [the edition]

Maldives: Major drug smuggling networks

identified

(sa) Minister of Homeland Security and Technology Ali

Ihusaan revealed that about eight major drug

smuggling networks have been identified, and

authorities are in the process of collecting evidence

against them. Speaking with Mihaaru News, Ihusaan

emphasized the need to target the root of the drug

problem and stated that the issue could be resolved

within a year by amending laws and stopping these key

players.
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Police and customs have been collaborating to reduce

drug supply, leading to an increase in drug seizures.

Ihusaan noted that some drug users would receive

treatment for substance abuse disorders and

highlighted ongoing efforts to remove those involved

in theft and robbery from the streets of Malé. [the

edition 1]

Drug Seizure at Male’ Airport

Two kilograms of heroin were seized from a Pakistani

individual traveling to Male' via Doha, with two

Maldivians also arrested. Chief Inspector of Police

Mohamed Waheed disclosed that the drugs, worth

over MVR 2 million, were intercepted last Wednesday.

The three suspects are in remand for 15 days. Police

are investigating further, suspecting additional

involvement. Efforts are ongoing to amend laws to

curb drug smuggling, with collaboration from Interpol

and other agencies. Drug Enforcement Department

Head Nahid Hussain revealed that over 62 kg of drugs,

worth USD 9 million, have been seized this year, and

116 expatriates have been deported for drug-related

offences. [the edition 2]

Maldives: No leniency in expatriate issues,

will even sue to recover fees, Minister

Ihusaan says

(sa) Maldives Minister of Homeland Security and

Technology, Ali Ihusaan, declared that the government

would take strict measures to address issues related to

expatriates, including legal action to recover unpaid

work permit and quota fees. Ihusaan emphasized that

no leniency would be shown, even against influential

businesses or senior officials of the current

government's coalition. The government has already

published a list of 1,026 parties who owe over MVR 636

million (USD 41.34 million) in fees. Ihusaan warned that

further actions, including cutting off services and

pursuing court cases, would be taken if necessary.

Additionally, companies involved in human trafficking

are being investigated by the Maldives Police Service.

[the edition 1]

Expatriates involved in protest to be deported

In related developments, the Home Ministry decided to

deport expatriates involved in a protest in Thinadhoo

on July 18 in the context of the ongoing violent protests

in Bangladesh. The ministry stated that expatriate

workers are prohibited from participating in political

activities, which constitutes a visa violation.

[SunOnline]
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Immigration Raids Detain 16 Expatriates

Meanwhile, Maldives Immigration recently detained 16

expatriates after searching four locations in the capital

Malé for immigration regulation violations.

The ongoing raid operations, conducted in

collaboration with the Maldives Police Service, aim to

crack down on illegal activities by expatriates. In the

most recent raids, about 130 expatriates were

detained and are set to be deported. These raids

particularly target illegal businesses run by expatriates,

including those operating cash registers and

businesses in violation of immigration laws.

Over the last seven months, 2,013 expatriates have

been detained and deported for various violations,

including working in small retail stores, coffee shops,

and spas used as prostitution fronts. Maldives

Immigration has committed to continuing these raids

indefinitely. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Two men arrested for extortion

in Male'

(sa) Two Maldivian men were arrested for forcing an

individual into a Male' home, stripping him, and

extorting money by obtaining his cash card PIN. The

suspects, aged 26 and 35, were arrested following the

incident. The court placed one in remand for 30 days

and the other for 60 days. This incident adds to the

recent rise in cases of extortion and kidnapping. [the

edition]

Maldives: 624 land plots under Binveriya

housing scheme handed over to Male

residents

(sa) The Ministry of Housing, Land and Urban

Development has handed over 624 of the 1,408 land

plots in Hulhumale' Phase 2 to Male' residents under

the previous government's Binveriya housing scheme.

Of these, 18 plots were handed over recently. The

Housing Development Corporation (HDC) has placed

boundary markers on 486 of these plots, with work

continuing on the remaining plots.

The Binveriya housing scheme is a significant initiative

launched by the previous Maldivian government to

provide land plots to residents, particularly targeting

those living in the capital, Male'. Under the scheme, a
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total of 9,000 land plots from Hulhumale', Giraavaru

Falhu, and Gulhi Falhu are to be allocated. However,

the reclamation of Hulhumale' Phase 3, Giraavaru

Falhu, and Gulhi Falhu, where the land will be granted,

is not yet complete. A report by the Audit Office

published last month indicates that HDC is projected to

incur a loss of MVR 10.5 billion (USD 682.5 million) due

to the allocation of these land plots under the

Binveriya scheme. [the edition]

Nepal: Recently-ousted Prime Minister

Dahal aims to activate Social Front Nepal

(lm) Pushpa Kamal Dahal, the chairman of the

opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist

Centre) and former prime minister, is working to

reactivate the Socialist Front Nepal (SFN), following his

recent ouster from power.

The SFN, formed in July last year, included Dahal's

Maoist Centre, the CPN (Unified Socialist), the Janata

Samajbadi Party Nepal (JSP-Nepal), and the Nepal

Communist Party led by one of the Dahal’s main militia

commanders during Nepal’s decade-long civil war. The

Front aimed to strengthen collaboration among left-

leaning parties; its primary goals include federalism,

democracy, republicanism, inclusion, and secularism,

with a focus on constitutional amendments.

However, the SFN now has 43 members, down from

54. One major factor contributing to the decline in

members is the split of the JSP-Nepal this May, due to

internal disagreements and accusations of political

maneuvering. The split occurred amid allegations that

some lawmakers from JSP-Nepal and CPN (Unified

Socialist) were approaching the then-main opposition,

Nepali Congress, to form a new government, even

while both parties were part of Dahal's coalition

government.

In light of this, Dahal has been accused of

masterminding the split, and JSP-Nepal chief Upendra

Yadav boycotted a recent SFN meeting, reflecting a

grudge against Dahal for the split and weakening the

SFN. However, other leaders argue that Dahal is not

solely responsible for the SFN’s issues, attributing the

problems to arbitrary decisions by member parties.

Against this backdrop, the SFN recently formed a task

force to review its journey and suggest a way forward,

amid criticism of the new Nepali Congress-CPN

(Unified Marxist–Leninist)-led coalition government.

The Maoist Centre opposes the coalition's

constitutional amendment plans, suspecting they aim
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to abolish the Proportional Representation system,

which they see as regressive. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cabinet names 19 envoys, replaces

three province heads

(lm) Roughly two weeks into power, Nepal’s new

government under Prime Minister KP Oli made an

anticipated comprehensive political reshuffle, including

appointing three new provincial heads, nominating

ambassadors to several key countries, and transferring

22 government secretaries.

Dipak Prakash Devkota was named the new province

head of Bagmati, Krishna Bahadur Gharti Magar of

Lumbini, and Yagya Raj Joshi of Karnali, replacing the

previous heads appointed under the quota of the now-

opposition Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre).

Additionally, Shankar Sharma was reappointed as

Nepali Ambassador to India, Krishna Prasad Oli was

nominated as Nepal’s next ambassador to China, and

Lok Darshan Regmi was nominated as the next

ambassador to the United States. Chandra Ghimire,

previously nominated for Washington, has now been

picked for the United Kingdom.

Lieutenant General Ashok Sigdel was appointed as the

acting chief of the Nepal Army and will become the

army chief on September 10 after the retirement of

Chief of Army Staff Prabhu Ram Sharma.

Among the 22 government secretaries transferred,

Ram Prasad Ghimire was appointed as the new finance

secretary, Dinesh Ghimire as the new revenue

secretary, and Radhika Aryal as the new secretary at

the Ministry of Communication and Information

Technology. Rameshwar Dangal was transferred to the

Ministry of Defense, while Kiran Raj Sharma was

transferred to the National Natural Resources and

Fiscal Commission. Narayan Prasad Duwadi was

transferred to the President's Office, and Dilli Ram

Sharma to the Public Service Commission. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Bagmati Chief Minister Lama, nine

ministers sworn in

(lm) Newly appointed Bagmati Chief Minister Bahadur

Singh Lama and nine Cabinet ministers were sworn in

on July 24. Chief Minister Lama was appointed a day
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earlier evening after securing the support of 64

lawmakers.

The Cabinet includes six ministers from the

Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist)

and three from the Nepali Congress. However, the

Nepali Congress ministers have yet to be assigned

portfolios. Moreover, the party, due to internal

disputes, failed to finalize the names of three

additional ministers despite an agreement that they

would hold seven ministerial positions, including the

chief minister. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court rules in favor of

gender change

(lm) The Supreme Court of Nepal has ruled that

individuals should be allowed to change their gender

based on self-realization, differing from the sex

assigned at birth. This landmark decision was delivered

in response to a writ petition filed against the

government on November 6, 2023. The court

emphasized that the right to live with dignity includes

the right to live with the gender identity one feels, and

denying this would violate Article 16 of the

constitution, which guarantees the fundamental right

to live with dignity.

The ruling also clarified that Section 8a (3) of the Nepal

Citizenship Act allows individuals to obtain citizenship

with their identified gender. The court criticized

Tribhuvan University for refusing to register the

petitioner due to discrepancies in her gender identity

documents, which violated her educational rights. The

Supreme Court ordered that her previous gender

identity should not be disclosed without a court order

and her consent. [The Hiamalayan Times]

Nepal: Special Committee is government’s

guide, home minister says

(lm) Nepal’s Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak

emphasized that the Parliamentary Investigation

Special Committee on Misappropriation of

Cooperatives Deposit Amount will serve as a guide for

the government. During a meeting, Lekhak stated that

the government prioritizes finding a sustainable

solution to the cooperatives' issues and is engaging

with stakeholders. He assured that the government

would implement the Committee's directives.
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The seven-member Special Committee was established

in late May to investigate the embezzlement of funds

by various cooperatives, following significant pressure

from the then-main opposition, Nepali Congress, and

other political parties. The committee is tasked with

examining the financial mismanagement, legal and

institutional frameworks, and regulatory issues within

the cooperative sector. It aims to provide

recommendations for the recovery of misappropriated

funds and improve the governance of cooperatives in

Nepal.

Against this backdrop, the Special Committee urged

the home minister to expedite the arrest and legal

action against those accused of misusing cooperative

funds who are absconding. Committee coordinator

Surya Bahadur Thapa Chhetri requested Lekhak to

facilitate the recording of statements from individuals

jailed for cooperative fraud. [The Himalayan Times 1]

Nepali Congress leader Govinda Raj Joshi convicted of

graft

In related developments, the Supreme Court convicted

Nepali Congress leader and former Home Minister

Govinda Raj Joshi of graft, sentencing him to nine

months in jail and fining him NPR 6.9 million

(approximately USD 51,750). The verdict came nearly

12 years after the case was initially filed. The Special

Court had convicted Joshi on June 24, 2012, for

amassing disproportionate assets worth NPR 30.93

million (approximately USD 232,000) between 1991

and 2001, during his tenure in various ministerial roles.

Joshi appealed the 2012 conviction, leading to the

recent Supreme Court ruling. [The Himalayan Times 2]

Police directed to probe alleged bribery for equivalence

certificate

Separately, Home Minister Lekhak has directed the

police to investigate an allegation made by a lawmaker

that he had to bribe officials at a subordinate body of

the Education Ministry to obtain the equivalence

certificate for his son's academic qualifications. [The

Himalayan Times 3]

Nepal: After punishing Dhakal, RSP

leaders vie for general secretary post

(lm) The Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), a centrist

political party that was founded just two years ago and

ran as a junior partner in the previous government

coalition, recently relieved its founding general

secretary and spokesperson, Mukul Dhakal, of all
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official responsibilities – a move that has sparked

intense competition among party leaders for the now-

vacant positions.

Dhakal was expelled from his roles on July 9 due to

breaching party rules and discipline. Specifically, he

made public a review report that he had prepared,

which criticized the party leadership for failing to fulfill

promises made to the general public through

Parliament and the government. The report indicated

that the RSP's popularity had declined and warned of

potential disaster if the issues were not addressed.

Dhakal's decision to disclose the contents of this report

to the media was seen as a violation of party discipline,

leading to his expulsion from official posts, although

he was retained as a general member of the party.

Against this backdrop, key party leaders are lobbying

to promote their allies to the vacant positions, causing

delays. Although Dhakal was given 35 days to respond

to his expulsion, this period is seen as a technicality,

and the intense lobbying means the appointments are

unlikely to be made immediately. Acting positions have

been temporarily filled by Deputy General Secretary

Kabindra Burlakoti and Joint Spokesperson Manish Jha.

The party, having left the government under

incumbent Prime Minister Oli earlier this month, plans

to rejuvenate its activities through campaigns and a

potential national conference. Intra-party

investigations are also underway due to various

allegations against key leaders, including party chief

Rabi Lamichhane and deputy Speaker Indira Rana

Magar. These investigations are part of broader efforts

to address internal issues and amend the party's

statutes. Additionally, the RSP aims to organize

demonstrations to pressure the government on

infrastructure development projects, which had stalled

prior to the government’s fall. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Controversy erupts in Parliament

over Deputy Speaker Rana's visa request

letter

(lm) In Nepal, Parliament’s lower house is embroiled in

a debate over Deputy Speaker Indira Rana's letter to

the American Embassy in Kathmandu, requesting

expedited visa interview dates for six individuals,

including herself. This move has sparked allegations of

misuse of authority and potential links to human

trafficking, with lawmakers from the ruling party

demanding an investigation.
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Rana says she wrote the letter because she and the

others planned to attend the 67th session of the

Commission on the Status of Women in New York from

March 6 to 17, 2023. She is now being criticized for

misusing her position to make undiplomatic requests

for individuals not related to the Parliament

Secretariat.

Rana, a member of the opposition Rastriya Swatantra

Party (RSP), has defended her actions, claiming the

controversy was a coordinated attack against her. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The RSP itself also defended Rana, with the party’s

central committee concluding that her letter was not

registered at the US Embassy and found no evidence

of any financial transactions. The RSP accused the

ruling parties of attempting to scandalize the issue to

unseat Rana and replace her with a lawmaker from

their coalition to gain a majority in the Constitutional

Council. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Parliamentary Hearing Committee

rejects Pradhan’s nomination for election

commissioner

(lm) In Nepal, the Parliamentary Hearing Committee on

July 30 rejected Krishna Man Pradhan's nomination as

an election commissioner following allegations of past

sexual abuse and Pradhan's withdrawal of his

candidacy. The decision came after a unanimous vote

by the committee members, who acknowledged

Pradhan's recusal from the hearing process.

Initially, Pradhan had been nominated by the

Constitutional Council, led by former Prime Minister

Pushpa Kamal Dahal, and supported by other

prominent political figures. However, the nomination

faced controversy after a woman accused Pradhan of

sexual exploitation over five years, presenting evidence

and court documents to the committee. Pradhan

claimed the matter was settled in court, but pressure

from the public and media led to the rejection of his

nomination. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

If Pradhan had not withdrawn his candidacy, the

Parliamentary Hearing Committee would have had to

reach a decision from the date of the recommendation

by the Constitutional Council, which would have been

July 31. If they had then failed to decide, the

recommendation would have been automatically

considered endorsed. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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This is the second instance of a nominee for a

constitutional position being rejected since the start of

the parliamentary hearing process. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

Nepal: Parties ‘near deal’ on transitional

justice bill

(lm) After extensive deliberations, Nepal's three major

political parties – Nepali Congress, Communist Party of

Nepal (CPN) (Maoist Centre), and the CPN (Unified

Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) are nearing a consensus

on the transitional justice bill, which aims to address

serious human rights violations and extrajudicial

killings during the country’s decades-long civil war that

ended in 2006.

In 2019, Nepal’s Supreme Court issued several rulings

directing the government to amend the transitional

justice laws – especially the 2014 Transitional Justice

Act – to ensure they met international standards and

adequately addressed victims' rights. Later in the same

year, the government introduced a draft amendment

bill aiming to address some of apex court’s directives

and criticisms. However, this draft faced further

scrutiny and was not enacted into law.

Against this backdrop, Mahesh Bartaula, chief whip of

the CPN-UML and member of the task force, stated

that two out of four contentious issues have been

resolved, particularly the definitions of serious human

rights violations and extrajudicial killings. There is

growing agreement on empowering the attorney

general to recommend sentences of 25 to 30 percent

for serious human rights violations, influenced by

international transitional justice practices. Janardan

Sharma, deputy general secretary of the CPN (Maoist

Centre) and task force member, expressed optimism

about finalizing the bill soon.

The leaders of the ruling CPN-UML and Nepali

Congress, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and Sher

Bahadur Deuba, have emphasized the urgency of

expediting the bill, directing efforts towards

consensus. However, unresolved issues remain, such

as whether victims can seek legal recourse under

existing laws and the management of former child

soldiers. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Shyam Kumar Ghimire nominated

ruling Nepali Congress chief whip
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(lm) Shyam Kumar Ghimire has been nominated as the

chief whip of the ruling Nepali Congress for

Parliament’s lower house. Party President Sher

Bahadur Deuba announced Ghimire's nomination

following the appointment of former chief whip

Ramesh Lekhak as home minister on July 15. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Home Minister Lekhak expresses

commitment to support in making

immigration laws

(lm) Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak has pledged

support for the formulation of immigration-related

laws. During an inspection of the Department of

Immigration, he directed the department to submit

relevant acts, rules, procedures, and regulations to the

Home Ministry within a month. He also instructed the

establishment of immigration offices in Tinkar of

Darchula and Korala of Mustang. While refuting

allegations of immigration staff involvement in human

trafficking, Lekhak warned of stern action if any staff

are found guilty. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal; Cholera outbreak confirmed;

officials fear widespread outbreak

(lm) A cholera outbreak has been confirmed in three

additional locations in the Kathmandu Valley—Kalimati

in Kathmandu, Tokha Municipality, and Gwarko in

Lalitpur—raising concerns of a widespread outbreak.

At least 16 people have tested positive for cholera,

including earlier cases in Godawari Municipality of

Lalitpur and Dhangadhi Sub-metropolitan City of

Kailali. Experts blame the outbreak on authorities'

negligence, particularly regarding water testing and

sanitation.

Cholera, a highly infectious disease causing severe

diarrhea and vomiting, can lead to death within hours

if untreated. The Kathmandu Valley, prone to water-

borne diseases during the monsoon season, has seen

a surge in cases this year, with major hospitals

reporting a high number of diarrheal patients daily.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Immunization campaign against polio launched in

Kathmandu Valley

In parallel, a special immunization campaign against

polio was launched in the three districts of the
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Kathmandu Valley last week. The Ministry of Health

and Population initiated the drive after detecting the

polio virus in water samples from the confluence of the

Tukucha rivulet and the Bagmati river in Teku,

Kathmandu. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Foreign direct investment

commitment doubled to more than USD

460 million in last fiscal year

(lm) Foreign direct investment (FDI) commitments to

Nepal doubled to NPR 61.78 billion (USD 463.35

million) in the last fiscal year, driven mainly by the

service sector. This surge follows Nepal's third

investment summit in April, despite initially tepid

responses from global investors. China pledged NPR

23.91 billion (USD 179.33 million) for 275 projects,

constituting 44.33 percent of the total commitments.

India followed with NPR 3.05 billion (USD 22.88 million)

for 22 projects.

Notably, Nepal received its first-ever FDI commitment

from the Cayman Islands, totaling NPR 13.10 billion

(USD 98.25 million) for a hydropower project. South

Korea also pledged NPR 12.96 billion (USD 97.20

million) for 16 projects. The United States committed

NPR 1.75 billion (USD 13.13 million) for 19 projects,

while Australia pledged NPR 3.04 billion (USD 22.80

million) for three projects, and the United Kingdom

pledged NPR 1.49 billion (USD 11.18 million) for four

projects.

Despite the increase in commitments, actual FDI in the

first 11 months of the fiscal year was NPR 8.16 billion

(USD 61.20 million). Challenges include political

instability and a slow government approval process,

deterring investors. Most FDI commitments were

directed towards the tourism, service, and

manufacturing sectors. In the last fiscal year, Nepal

also saw significant FDI from small, medium, and large-

scale industries, and facilitated business visas and

investment repatriations. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Pilot only survivor of plane crash

(lm) Eighteen people were killed in a plane crash and

subsequent fire while taking off from Kathmandu,

Nepal. The pilot is the only survivor, currently receiving

hospital treatment for injuries. Witnesses reported a

loud noise and saw the plane catch fire and explode.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ch/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ck/


Initial assessments suggest the plane flew in the wrong

direction after takeoff. [bbc]

Nepal's aviation industry has a poor safety record, with

frequent accidents attributed to insufficient training,

maintenance issues, and challenging geography. The

country's last major commercial flight accident was in

January 2023, when a Yeti Airlines flight crashed, killing

all 72 people on board. Other notable accidents

include a 2018 Bangladeshi plane crash that killed 49

people and two major crashes in 1992 involving

Pakistani and Thai Airways planes, killing 167 and 113

people, respectively. [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan: Court sets aside ex-Prime

Minister Khan’s physical remand in May 9

riots cases

(lm) On July 25, the Lahore High Court nullified the

physical remand of former Prime Minister Imran Khan

in connection with new cases related to the May 9,

2023, riots. This decision came after Khan challenged

the 10-day physical remand granted by an anti-

terrorism court in Lahore earlier this month. These

riots occurred when Khan's supporters attacked

military and government buildings across Pakistan in

response to his brief arrest.

Khan's lawyer confirmed the court's decision, calling it

a significant setback for the current government.

Despite this ruling, Khan and his wife remain in prison

due to another corruption case filed by the National

Accountability Bureau (NAB). This case alleges that

Khan and his wife misused their powers to acquire and

sell valuable gifts from the Toshakhana, a state

repository for gifts received by government officials.

The Toshakhana case accuses Khan of selling gifts

worth over PKR 140 million (USD 501,000), including

diamond jewelry and seven Rolex watches, the most

expensive of which was valued at PKR 85 million (USD

305,000). This case has led to the conviction of Khan

and his wife, although many of Khan's previous

convictions have been overturned or suspended.

Earlier this month, a new corruption reference was

filed against Khan and his wife shortly after they were

acquitted in a separate marriage law violation case.

The couple's current detention is based on this new

reference, which they have challenged at the

Islamabad High Court. Despite the high court's recent

decision, Khan and his wife are expected to remain in

custody pending further legal proceedings related to

the Toshakhana case. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Police arrests senior leader of

Islamist party for ordering killing of chief

justice

(ss) Pakistan’s police have arrested Zaheerul Hassan

Shah, the deputy chief of the radical Islamist party

Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP), for allegedly ordering

the killing of Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa. This arrest

came after a viral video showed Shah offering PKR 10

million (USD 36,000) to anyone who beheads Isa after

the chief justice granted bail to an Ahmadi blasphemy

suspect.

Ahmadis, declared non-Muslims by Pakistan's

Parliament in 1974, have frequently been targeted by

Islamic extremists. Recently, an UN-backed panel of

experts expressed serious concern about the

increasing discrimination and violence against

Ahmadis in Pakistan and called for their protection.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Punjab, Islamabad ban political

gatherings amid opposition protest calls

(ss) Authorities in Pakistan have imposed restrictions

on political gatherings in the country’s most populous

province Punjab and the federal capital of Islamabad

amid calls for protests by opposition parties, including

former Prime Minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf (PTI). These protests were called to demand the

release of political prisoners, including Khan, and to

address issues like inflation and the deteriorating law

and order situation.

The Punjab home department cited security threats

and the potential for these gatherings to provide soft

targets for terrorists as reasons for the prohibition.

Similarly, Islamabad's administration announced that

no gatherings would be allowed without permission.

This move came after Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) announced a

sit-in in Islamabad to demand lower power tariffs and

the withdrawal of unjust taxes.

These restrictions occur against the backdrop of

heightened political tensions between the government

and opposition parties. Imran Khan has been in jail

since August of the previous year and faces multiple

charges, including corruption and inciting attacks on

military installations. Recently, police raided PTI's

headquarters in Islamabad, arresting senior party

members on accusations of undermining Pakistan's
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sovereignty by pushing an anti-state narrative. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Opposition PTI lawmakers

continue hunger strike in Islamabad for

his release

(ss) Lawmakers from Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) party have continued their hunger strike

outside Parliament House in Islamabad, demanding

Khan's release from prison. Over two dozen PTI

lawmakers, including the Leader of the Opposition in

the National Assembly Omar Ayub, initiated the strike

to protest Khan's detention and the government's plan

to ban the PTI. They vowed to maintain the strike "as

long as necessary" and resist any move to ban the

party. Senator Talal Chaudhry of the ruling Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) criticized the hunger

strike as a "drama," accusing the PTI of weakening the

country through constant protests. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Police release chairman of

leading rights body after brief detention

(lm) Asad Iqbal Butt, the chairperson of the Human

Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), was briefly

detained by police in Karachi on July 25. Police

questioned him about his support for the Baloch rights

movement and his visits to Quetta. Butt explained that

HRCP supports oppressed communities facing

injustice.

His detention follows HRCP's strong statement on the

Bannu shooting incident and efforts to prevent

detentions of people from Karachi's Lyari area

planning to attend a protest rally in Gwadar. Pakistani

authorities deny involvement in enforced

disappearances, a key issue in Balochistan. Karachi

police did not comment on the incident. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Ethnic Baloch protests in

Gwadar turn violent; at least one soldier

killed, 16 injured

(ss/lm) On July 29, Pakistan’s army reported that

protesters in Gwadar, a city in southwestern Pakistan,

had attacked security forces, resulting in the death of

one soldier and injuries to sixteen others. The incident

occurred during a march organized by a nationalist
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ethnic Baloch movement, the Baloch Yakjehti

Committee (BYC).

The protests, known as the "Baloch Raji Muchi" or

Baloch National Gathering, are aimed at highlighting

alleged human rights abuses, extrajudicial killings, and

enforced disappearances in the region. Tensions

escalated on July 27 when more than a dozen

protesters were injured in clashes with security forces

in the Mastung district. During these clashes, internet,

mobile phone, and broadband services were shut

down in parts of Balochistan. [Arab News 1]

Against this backdrop, the BYC gave the provincial

government a a 48-hour to release all detained

members or risk an expansion of their ongoing protest

across the province. Moreover, Baloch movement's

leader, Bebarg Baloch, claimed that the army used

force to disperse the protest, causing injuries to

several protesters, including women and children.

However, he did not address the army's report of the

death and injuries among soldiers. [Reuters]

Balochistan province, where Gwadar is located, has a

history of insurgency by separatist groups seeking a

greater share of the region's mineral resources.

Gwadar's development is part of a significant Chinese

investment of USD 65 billion under President Xi

Jinping's Belt and Road Initiative. In light of this, the

provincial Chief Minister, Sarfraz Bugti, suggested that

the protest was a conspiracy to obstruct a delegation

of foreign investors scheduled to visit Gwadar next

week. He offered to engage in talks with the movement

to maintain peace. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Counterterrorism police

announce killing of suspected militant

involved in major Karachi attacks

(ss) The counterterrorism department (CTD) in

Pakistan’s Sindh province announced the killing of

Umar Farooq, a suspected Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP) militant. Farooq was implicated in significant

terrorist activities, including the 2013 Abbas Town

bombing and last year’s attack on Karachi police

headquarters. The 2013 car bombing in Abbas Town

targeted a Shia mosque, resulting in 48 deaths and

over 180 injuries. The February 2023 assault on

Karachi’s police headquarters, claimed by the TTP, led

to the deaths of four individuals, including two police

officers. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Five killed in armed clash

between rival groups in Karachi

(ss) In Pakistan’s southern port city of Karachi, at least

five men were killed in a violent clash between two

groups belonging to the Bugti tribe – a prominent

Baloch tribe known for its strong tribal structure and

adherence to traditional customs and codes of

conduct. The confrontation occurred in the Defense

Housing Authority (DHA) area and stemmed from a car

accident, which escalated due to pre-existing family

issues between the cousins leading the rival groups.

Police have arrested 17 individuals from both sides,

including gunmen and injured persons.

This incident follows a pattern of such conflicts, where

earlier this year, Bugti tribesmen attacked and killed

nine bandits in Sindh to avenge the killing of a tribal

leader. These ongoing conflicts often involve

accusations of injustices and allegations against police

siding with opponents, although law enforcement

denies such claims. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Five militants and policeman

killed in three military operations in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(ss) In a series of military operations in Pakistan’s

northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, five

militants and one policeman were killed, according to

the Pakistani army. The operations took place in the

Mohmand, Dera Ismail Khan, and North Waziristan

districts.

The region has seen a rise in attacks on police, security

forces, and anti-polio vaccination teams, which

Islamabad attributes to militants operating from

neighboring Afghanistan. However, Kabul denies these

allegations, stating that the violence in Pakistan is a

domestic issue. [Arab News 1]

Provincial government clarifies no new military operation

taking place in province

Meanwhile, KP's provincial government announced on

July 25 that no new military operations would be

conducted against militants. Instead, the police and

the counter-terrorism department (CTD) will address

the militant threat. This decision followed an apex

committee meeting discussing the recent surge in

violence, including a shooting in Bannu that killed two

people during a peace rally.
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The meeting, chaired by KP Chief Minister Ali Amin

Gandapur, included senior civil and military officials

and leaders from the Bannu protest group. The

statement emphasized that while the military would

not conduct new operations, their support might be

required in geographically challenging areas near the

border. [Arab News 2]

Interior minister vows to empower civilian security

agencies

Following the announcement by the provincial

government, Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi

announced on July 30 that police and counterterrorism

department officials in KP are being trained and

equipped with the latest technology and weapons to

address the rising militancy in the region. Naqvi

assured full cooperation for maintaining law and order

in KP, emphasizing the equipping of the province's

police, Frontier Corps (FC), and CTD with advanced

technology and weapons. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif vows to

protect citizens from terror attacks by TTP

militants

(ss) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, during a

federal cabinet meeting, has affirmed his government’s

commitment to protect citizens from terror attacks by

the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). He expressed

serious concerns over the recent surge in terror acts,

particularly in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

provinces, attributing them to an organized conspiracy

involving the TTP. In a thinly-veiled reference to

Afghanistan, Sharif emphasized that terrorism

originating from a neighboring country is

unacceptable, though Pakistan prefers addressing the

issue through negotiations and peaceful means, with

ongoing direct and indirect contacts in this regard.

[Radio Pakistan]

Sri Lanka: Presidental election set for

September 21 amid ailing economy

(sa/lm) Sri Lanka is set to hold a presidential election

on September 21, as announced by the Election

Commission. Nominations for the election are due by

August 15. The election is expected to be a critical

event for determining the country's future reforms,

especially as it continues to recover from its worst

economic downturn in decades.
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Sri Lanka declared bankruptcy in April 2022, burdened

with over USD 83 billion in debt. The country has since

secured a USD 2.9 billion bailout from the International

Monetary Fund (IMF), helping to stabilize the economy

and reduce inflation from 70 percent in September

2022 to 1.7 percent in June 2024. The economy is

projected to grow by 3 percent in 2024.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who took office in July

2022 after his predecessor Gotabaya Rajapaksa

resigned amid a severe financial crisis, has already

registered his candidacy. A lawyer who has served as

Sri Lanka's Prime Minister a record six times,

Wickremesinghe will need to drum up support from

key parties, as his United National Party (UNP) controls

only three seats in Parliament.

Other notable candidates expected to run include

opposition leader Sajith Premadasa, the son of former

President Ranasinghe Premadasa. His Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), which split from the UNP in 2019,

has called for changes to the IMF bailout program to

ease living costs.

Another notable candidate is Anura Kumara

Dissanayake, the leader of the Marxist-leaning Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), also known as the People's

Liberation Front. Despite holding just three seats in the

225-member house, Dissanayake's pledges to

implement tough anti-corruption measures and

improve governance have given a popular boost to the

JVP. His party has traditionally backed stronger state

intervention and more closed market economic

policies.

More recently, Sarath Fonseka, a former army chief

who oversaw the end of Sri Lanka's 26-year civil war,

officially announced his candidacy for the presidential

election on X. He emphasized the need to combat

corruption and leverage natural resources for

economic growth. Fonseka is a member of

Premadasa's SJB but the two have recently drifted

apart. [Colombo Gazette] [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

Nearly 17 million of Sri Lanka’s 22 million citizens are

eligible to vote in this election. If no candidate secures

over 50 percent of the votes, second and third

preferences will be counted. In the event of a tie, a

raffle draw will determine the winner. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court bars police chief

from serving pending resolution of

Fundamental Rights petitions
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(sa) Sri Lanka's Supreme Court has issued an interim

order preventing Deshabandu Tennakoon from serving

as the Inspector General of Police (IGP) until nine

Fundamental Rights petitions against his appointment

are resolved. These petitions, filed by various parties

including victims of the 2019 Easter Sunday terrorist

attacks, challenge his appointment and accuse him of

several misconducts, including lapses related to the

Easter Sunday attacks and incidents at a prominent

protest site during the 2022 anti-government protests.

[Daily Mirror 1] [Tamil Guardian]

In light of the Supreme Court's order, the Elections

Commission faces uncertainty over police protection

for the presidential election, scheduled for September

21, due to the lack of a permanent or acting IGP.

President Wickremesinghe has so far refrained from

nominating a replacement but stated that the

appointment of the IGP will be resolved within a week

through various consultations with the Speaker and

the Chief Justice. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Prime Minister requests Parliament Speaker to act against

Supreme Court order

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena has

urged Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena to take

action against the Supreme Court's interim order.

Gunawardena highlighted that the order has created a

crisis ahead of the presidential election and asserted

that the Speaker has the authority to intervene and

overturn the court's decision. [Colombo Gazette]

BASL Defends Supreme Court Authority

Meanwhile, the Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL)

announced that the Supreme Court's decisions cannot

be overruled by any other forum, including the Prime

Minister or the Speaker. The BASL emphasized the

Supreme Court's authority under Article 41J of the

Constitution and expressed confidence in the

judiciary's integrity. [Daily Mirror 3]

Using a similar language, the National Peace Council

urged the government to comply with the Supreme

Court's interim order restraining Deshabandu

Tennakoon from serving as IGP, arguing that the

government's refusal undermines the rule of law and

sets a dangerous precedent. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: 22nd Amendment faces

challenges in being passed in Parliament
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(sa) The enactment of the 22nd Amendment to the

Constitution in Sri Lanka appears unlikely due to the

anticipated lack of support for securing a two-thirds

majority in Parliament. Opposition parties, including

the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi (ITAK), oppose the bill,

suggesting a walkout from Parliament if it is brought to

a vote. They argue that the bill is unnecessary and

could confuse the electorate ahead of presidential

elections. The ITAK also expressed concerns about the

timing of a potential referendum clashing with the

presidential election. [Daily Mirror]

The bill, already published in the gazette, aims to

amend Article 83(b) of the Constitution, changing the

term limits for the president and Parliament from

"over six years" to "over five years." The purpose of this

move, spearheaded by President Ranil

Wickremesinghe, is to clear uncertainty regarding the

end of Wickremesinghe’s term, which arose from the

circumstances of his election following the resignation

of former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa amid mass

protests in 2022. Currently, the constitution refers to a

six-year term in the context of a referendum, whereas

the actual term is five years. The amendment seeks to

align this with the current term length of five years.

[AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4]

The legislative process for the bill involves several

steps, including readings in Parliament and potential

Supreme Court involvement if petitions are filed.

Despite these procedural steps, legal experts believe

that even with parliamentary approval, a referendum

would still be required.

Meanwhile, Election Commission Chairman R.M.A.L.

Rathnayake stated that the bill would not impact the

presidential elections, confirming that elections will

proceed as scheduled, with a gazette notification

calling for elections to be issued shortly.

Sri Lanka: Special voting procedure

announced by Election Commission

(sa) The Election Commission of Sri Lanka has issued a

new gazette notification to address concerns of voters

who may be unable to cast their vote at their

designated polling stations due to fear of prevailing

conditions in certain regions. This measure, rooted in

Section 119B of the Presidential Elections Act, aims to

ensure that all eligible voters can participate in the

upcoming election despite potential threats in their

areas.
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The notification specifies that any voter who fears they

may be unable to vote at their assigned polling station

can request to vote at an alternative location. To do so,

voters must obtain an application form from any

District Returning Officer's office or District Election

Office. Completed forms must be submitted to the

Election Commission’s office in Rajagiriya within seven

days of the nomination notice, no later than August 1,

2024. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police constable interdicted for

misconduct

(sa) A police constable was interdicted after a viral

video showed him allegedly planting cannabis in a car

to extort money from youths during a traffic check on

July 24. Following an inquiry by SSP Ravindra

Ambepitiya, the constable was charged with betel

chewing in uniform and improper vehicle search.

Further investigations are ongoing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: New 'no fault divorce' law

proposed to replace current divorce

legislation

(sa) Sri Lankan Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

announced that the government plans to completely

abolish the current divorce law and introduce a new

"no fault divorce" law. This new legislation will allow

courts to grant divorces without lengthy trials if it is

proven that the marriage is irreparably broken. The

draft bill for the "no fault divorce" law has already been

completed.

Additionally, the new Reciprocal Recognition,

Registration and Enforcement of Foreign Judgements

Bill will enable Sri Lankan courts to accept divorce

judgments made by foreign courts. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Rajapaksa administration made

wrong decision to cremate COVID-19

victims; government to apologize

(sa) The decision by the government of then-President

Gotabaya Rajapaksa to implement a policy of

compulsory cremation for those who died from COVID-

19, effective from March 2020 to February 2021, has

been deemed a mistake following research indicating
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no virus spread in surface water. At the time, the

decision was based on fears that the virus could

contaminate water sources through traditional burials

and led to the cremation of 276 Muslims. [Daily Mirror]

As a result, the current government, led by President

Ranil Wickremesinghe, has decided to issue an apology

to the communities affected by the compulsory

cremation policy. This decision was approved by the

cabinet of ministers based on a joint proposal from the

Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs, and Constitutional

Reforms, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the

Minister of Water Supply and Estate Infrastructure

Development. The apology aims to acknowledge the

pain and distress caused by the cremation policy,

which had been met with significant opposition,

particularly from Muslim and Christian communities

who preferred burial practices.

The government is also considering new legislation to

allow the donation of bodies to medical faculties if

necessary. [Colombo Gazette 1]

Meanwhile, opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa

questioned in Parliament why some Cabinet members

agreed with then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to

forcefully cremate Muslim bodies. He demanded

public disclosure of who advised the cremations and

why the political authority didn't review this advice.

[Colombo Gazette 2]

Sri Lanka: Air force funded former

president Gotabaya Rajapaksa's

departure

(sa) A Right to Information (RTI) request has uncovered

that the Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) financed former

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa's departure to the

Maldives on July 13, 2022, using an Air Force aircraft.

The SLAF stated that the flight was funded through the

Ministry of Defense's budget but did not disclose the

cost. The operation was approved by the Ministry of

Defence, though the approval details remain

confidential. The SLAF justified the use of funds by

citing Rajapaksa's then-status as Head of State and

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. [Colombo

Gazette]

Back in July 2022, Sri Lanka was engulfed in a severe

economic crisis, leading to widespread public protests,

with demonstrators storming and occupying both the

President's House and the Presidential Secretariat on

July 9. Faced with mounting pressure and the

occupation of key government buildings, then-
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President Rajapaksa fled the country on July 13, along

with his wife and two bodyguards. Days later, while in

Singapore, Rajapaksa formally submitted his

resignation as President via email to the Speaker of the

Sri Lankan Parliament.

Sri Lanka: Participation of uniformed

nurses in NPP-affiliated conference draws

criticism

(sa) The National Election Commission (EC) clarified

that government nurses attending the National All

Ceylon Nurses’ Conference under NPP leader Anura

Kumara Dissanayake does not violate election

regulations, as it adheres to the Establishment Code

for public servants. The conference was primarily

professional, not political. However, CaFFE claims the

use of uniforms for political purposes breaches

regulations and has raised concerns with the EC. [Daily

Mirror 1]

Contrastingly, Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa’s

Sakwala and Husma programs, distributing IT and

medical equipment, have been halted following the

Presidential elections 2024 announcement. SJB

General Secretary Ranjith Madduma Bandara urged

the EC to act impartially. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Ceylon Workers' Congress

leader Thondaman appears in court over

Pedro Estate incident

(sa) The secretary general of the Ceylon Workers'

Congress (CWC), a prominent trade union and political

party in Sri Lanka, primarily representing the Indian

Tamil plantation workers in the central highlands,

appeared before court on July 29 in response to a

motion. The case against Jeevan Thondaman and three

others pertains to an incident on May 30, where

Thondaman and his supporters allegedly entered the

Pedro Estate tea factory in Nuwara Eliya and held the

staff hostage for several hours. However, the

Magistrate noted that since the police have not yet

named any suspects, the case will be called again on

August 26. [Daily Mirror]
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Cambodia: Parliament approves bill on

international air transport

(to) The Cambodian National Assembly has approved a

draft law on the ratification of the Montreal

Convention 1999, which unifies various rules related to

international air transport.

This law standardizes air transport rules, making

operations smoother and safer, which attracts

investment, boosts economic growth, promotes

tourism, facilitates air travel, strengthens cultural

connections, and increases confidence among

travelers and airlines. The Montreal Convention 1999

establishes airlines’ liability for passenger injury or

death, baggage loss, and delays. [Khmer Times] [EAC

News]

Cambodia: Informal workers’ advocate

arrested

(to) Chea Chantha, an advocate for the Independent

Democracy of Informal Economy Association (IDEA),

has been detained by Cambodian authorities. Arrested

on July 16 and placed in pre-trial detention by the Svay

Rieng Provincial Court on July 19, Chantha faces

charges of fraud and "activities causing

misapprehension with the discharge of public

functions," with a potential three-year prison sentence

if convicted.
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Human rights groups view Chantha’s arrest, while

advocating for better living and work conditions for

informal workers, as indicative of ongoing crackdowns

on activists and human rights defenders in Cambodia​.

[Cambodia Daily]

Cambodia: Four activists arrested after

Hun Sen’s accusation

(to) Four Cambodian activists, Srun Srorn, Pheung

Sophea, Ban Sith, and Chak Ban Mony, were arrested

in Siem Reap and sent to Phnom Penh for questioning

after former Prime Minister Hun Sen accused them of

twisting facts in a video questioning a border

development zone between Cambodia, Laos, and

Vietnam.

The activists claimed that the CLV-Development

Triangle Area, an economic and security zone

established in 1999, involved ceding Cambodian

territory to Laos and Vietnam, which Hun Sen denied.

Known for conducting democracy workshops, the

activists are expected to be charged with incitement to

cause social unrest.

Human rights groups view this incident as a part of a

broader crackdown on government critics, calling

recent defamation suits and sentences for

environmentalists as examples of ongoing repression.

[Cambodia Daily]

Cambodia: Politician fined for defamation

(to) On July 25, 2024, A Cambodian court has fined

opposition politician Teav Vannol 1.5 USD million for

defamation after he criticized the state of the country's

democracy in an interview with the Nikkei in February.

 Vannol, president of the Candlelight Party, stated that

democracy had deteriorated under the administration

of Hun Manet. The court found him guilty of violating

article 305 on defamation and ordered him to pay KHR

6 billion (USD 1.46 million) in damages.

Rights group LICADHO and an independent monitor,

both present in the court, have expressed concerns

that this ruling sends a message that criticism of the

government could result in severe legal consequences​.

[Channel News Asia]
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Indonesia: President Jokowi ratifies

regulation allowing abortion under

specific conditions

(si) On July 26, President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo ratified

Government Regulation (PP) Number 28 of 2024,

implementing the Health Law (Law No. 17 of 2023),

which brings notable changes to Indonesia's

healthcare system.

The regulation permits abortions under specific

conditions, such as medical emergencies or

pregnancies resulting from rape, as stated in Article

120. Additionally, Article 434 prohibits the sale of

tobacco products and electronic cigarettes to

individuals under 21 and bans their sale near

educational institutions and children's playgrounds.

The regulation also emphasizes the integration of

primary healthcare services, the role of village

governments in addressing non-communicable

diseases, and measures to control the excessive

consumption of sugar, salt, and fat.

Health Minister Budi Gunadi Sadikin welcomed these

changes, highlighting the regulation's potential to

reform and expand the healthcare system across

Indonesia. [Tempo]

Indonesia: President Jokowi begins work

in new capital

(dql) Indonesian President Joko Widodo has begun

working from the new administrative capital,

Nusantara, despite significant delays in the ambitious

project. Announced in 2019, the USD 33 billion

initiative aims to move the capital from congested

Jakarta to East Kalimantan on Borneo.

Nusantara is set to host Indonesia's Independence Day

celebration on 17 August, marking the official transfer

of the capital. However, slow progress and missed

deadlines have raised doubts about the relocation

timeline, with many ministry buildings remaining

incomplete and plans to relocate 12,000 civil servants

being delayed.

Widodo’s administration has sought private investment

for 80 percent of the project costs, covering only basic

infrastructure. A recent presidential regulation grants

investors land rights for up to 190 years to attract

funding. Public works are ongoing, with the

government working to secure an additional 40
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megawatts of power and confirming a sufficient water

supply from a nearby reservoir.

The full completion of Nusantara is not expected until

2045. The formal decree for the capital’s relocation has

not yet been issued, which could affect the location of

the presidential inauguration.

President-elect Prabowo Subianto, who is set to be

inaugurated on 20 October, has pledged to continue

Widodo's projects, including Nusantara. However,

concerns about financing and planning persist, with

critics questioning the rushed implementation of the

project. [The Guardian]

Laos: Inflation and depreciation of kip

continues despite government measures

(dql) Despite government measures – including raising

interest rates for short-term loans from 7.5 percent to

8.5 percent per year in March, and further to 10

percent per year in June – inflation continues to rise in

Laos, with June's rate reaching 26.2 percent, up from

May’s 25.8 percent, marking the highest rate of the

year so far. The Consumer Price Index also rose from

229.28 in May to 234.54 in June, indicating a growing

cost of living.  

The Lao kip has depreciated significantly against major

foreign currencies, particularly the US dollar, Chinese

Yuan, and Thai Baht. As of July 25, the US dollar was

sold for over LAK 22,000, and the Thai baht for over

LAK 700 in commercial banks, with unofficial rates

even higher.

The depreciation began in August 2020 during the

COVID-19 pandemic, with the kip nearly tripling in

value against the US dollar and more than doubling

against the Thai baht since then.

To combat exchange rate fluctuations, the Lao

government plans to shut down illegal currency

exchange shops. Some businesses and restaurants

have started accepting only the kip for transactions to

stabilize its value. A special task force, led by Kongkeo

Xaysongkham, President of the Lao Academy of Social

and Economic Sciences, has been established to

analyze the causes of inflation and price hikes, gather

accurate information, and regularly report to the

government.

In a recent cabinet meeting, President Thongloun

Sisoulith instructed immediate action to control

inflation and stop the kip's depreciation. The BOL
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pledged to continue addressing monetary issues by

improving policies and promoting domestically

produced goods to reduce unnecessary imports,

helping to stabilize the kip. [Laotian Times]

New regulatory license for social media

platforms introduced

(dql) On July 27, the Malaysian Communications and

Multimedia Commission (MCMC), the country’s

internet regulator announced that social media and

messaging platforms with at least eight million users

must obtain a government license starting January 1,

2025. This new regulation aims to enhance online

safety by addressing issues like cybercrime, scams,

cyberbullying, and sexual crimes against children.

Failure to comply by the effective date will result in

legal action under the Communications and

Multimedia Act.

The proposal has sparked concerns about overreach

and potential suppression of free speech. Critics,

including 44 organizations and 23 activists, argue that

the licensing requirement could undermine democratic

participation and increase censorship.

The MCMC has defended the move, maintaining that

over 70 percent of content removal requests target

online gambling and scams. The regulatory framework

also aims to improve content moderation and ensure

platforms understand local languages and contexts.

World Press Freedom has ranked Malaysia 107th in

2024, a significant drop from 73rd previously. [The

Straits Times]

Malaysia: Ex MP calls for wealth tax amid

rising social-economic problems

(oc) Former Member of Parliament (MP) Charles

Santiago has called for “bold political will” and

suggested that the government needs to do more to

address rising living costs and low wages. In a July 24

post on X he argued a way to achieve a fairer and just

Malaysian society. The solution is to enact these bold

decisions by properly implementing a wealth tax on

the rich.  [Malaysiakini]

In his view a wealth tax could produce an income of

MYR 10 billion (USD 2.2 million) which could
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subsequently be spent on Malaysian social policies. He

said, through wealth redistribution via taxation

changes poverty can be properly tackled to create a

fairer society.

Social policies that Santiago has endorsed and

suggested the government should investigate is the

Free Meals Program. This would tackle child poverty

through state provisions of meals. In addition, Santiago

said changed tax could allow for a progressive wage

bill to protect labor groups who are vulnerable to

under payment and wider exploitation.

The former MP was part of the Democratic Action

Party and a member of the Pakatan Harapan coalition

which formed a government in 2022 under the

leadership of Anwar Ibrahim. His words could be

viewed as a method of pressuring the government to

do more and to produce wider reform initiates rather

than a cynical attempt to challenge the government’s

authority. After all, Santiago has challenged the

government over many issues in the past, like in 2023

when he said the PM needs to revert to reform. [Free

Malaysia Today] [Malay Mail] [Scoop]

Malaysia: Prime minister critiques

opposition’s claim that government is not

committed to debt reduction

(oc) On July 25, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim called

out those who criticized his government for allegedly

believing national debt reduction has not materialized.

Instead, the prime minister maintained that his

government’s objectives are focused on debt reduction

and their policies have delivered on these promises.

In a video on his Facebook page Ibrahim showed how

the MADANI government had inherited massive debts

amounting to USD 323 million in 2022. He proclaimed

that “it is our commitment to reduce the debt, and this

is what we’re doing”.

The data vindicates the PM’s rhetoric. Both Malaysia’s

budget deficit and the overall national debt has fallen

from 2021 to 2024.  In 2021, the budget deficit stood at

6.5 percent of GDP contrasting to a reduced figure of

4.3 percent.  [Malay Mail] [Trading Economics] [Trading

Economics 2]

Ibrahim has therefore used numerical evidence to put

down criticism, describing it as a dangerous political

project to destabilize the government. [Bernama]
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Malaysia: Former Minister Siti Zaharah

dies

(oc) Former Minister Siti Zaharah died on July 26 at the

age of 75. She held several key government positions

including Deputy Minister (1986), Deputy Health

Minister (1995-1999) as well as the National Unity and

Community Development Minister (1999-2004). She

was also chief of the Women’s United Malay’s National

Organization (UMNO). [Bernama] [The Star] [Wikipedia]

Her esteemed career has been acknowledged by

leading politicians. Anwar Ibrahim praised her life’s

work and expressed his condolences to her family in a

Facebook post. He said they were close friends and

worked together at UMNO. She was laid to rest on the

morning of July 27. [Facebook] [The Malaysian Reserve]

Myanmar: Military council bans more

internet applications and communication

channels

(tl) Myanmar's military council has restricted a number

of well-known social media platforms and messaging

apps. Locals have complained that they can't access

Google apps or encrypted messaging services unless

they use a virtual private network (VPN).

Although the military administration has prohibited

several messaging applications, social media apps, and

VPNs since the coup, the junta has not released a

statement announcing that the apps have been

stopped. In recent years, Signal app, which enables

users to securely message, phone, and exchange files,

has grown in popularity. The app, popular among

independent journalists, anti-regime activists, and

resistance forces, was blocked on July 15 as the last

remaining secure communication channel in Myanmar.

Internet service providers may have been unduly

cautious when it came to censoring apps because the

junta did not issue clear instructions, according to a

technology mentioned. According to Kyaw Win,

director of the Burma Human Rights Network,

repression of free speech, is simply the most recent

violation by a government that has killed and

imprisoned thousands of people.

Now, the junta has blocked access to WhatsApp,

Facebook, Instagram, X, and media websites. [Radio

Free Asia][The Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar: Military Junta’s council

replaces Northeastern command head in

Shan State

(tl) Myanmar Military council has replaced Major

General Soe Tint with Brigadier General Soe Hlaing as

chief of Northeastern Command due to continued

attacks by resistance forces on northern Shan State in

Lashio Township, Myanmar. General Soe Hlaing was

previously the commander of the 99th Light Infantry

Division. The replacement was made after the

Northeastern Command lost a few military bases to

the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

(MNDAA) and allied groups.

Operation 1027, a large-scale offensive alliance against

the military regime, was halted on January 10 by a

China-brokered ceasefire. The Brotherhood Alliance,

which includes the MNDAA, Ta’ang National Liberation

Army, and the Arakan Army, launched Operation 1027

in northern Shan State last year, capturing 24 junta

battalion headquarters, military command centers,

hundreds of frontline bases, and about 20 towns and

vital trade routes with China. [The Irrawaddy 1][The

Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Former military leaders under

surveillance in Naypyidaw

(tl) Former military officials in Myanmar including

former president general Thein Sein and the ex-

dictator Than Shwe, are being closely watched by the

country's military council. The current commander of

the junta, Min Aung Hlaing, has ordered his security

troops in Naypyitaw to keep an eye on the homes and

retired senior leaders of the former regime.

Other under watch include the previous regime

military strongman, General Maung Aye, and Thura

Shwe Mann, who was chief of the general staff of the

Myanmar armed forces under the Than Shwe regime.

The junta has been under watch since a few days after

ex-president Thein Sein's three-day trip to China in late

June, during which he attended commemorations of

the 70th anniversary of the Five Principles of Peaceful

Coexistence.

Rumors have sparked speculation about Min Aung

Hlaing's removal and a looming counter-coup. The new

security arrangements came just days before the ruling

military council announced that Min Aung Hlaing had

assumed the position of Myanmar's acting president,
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which has raised anger and strong reactions among

the public and pro-military camp. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Ethnic armed groups seized

northeast military headquarter in Lashio

Township

(tl) Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

(MNDAA) has captured the 41st Infantry Battalion in

Lashio Town, northern Shan State. The MNDAA

reported that over 300 junta troops, including senior

officers, had surrendered to its forces in Lashio

Township.

While MNDAA extends its operations into the

downtown districts of Lashio, the remining junta

personnel have taken refuge in town halls, intensifying

the confrontation. MNDAA has made capturing Lashio

the principal goal of its renewed offensive against the

regime. The city is the largest in northern Shan State

and serves as its administrative centre and also

situated along major trade routes to China.

There are currently phone and internet service outages

in the town, and some individuals are stuck in combat

areas. The MNDAA and TNLA announced a ceasefire

with the junta from July 14 to July 18 during the fighting

and the agreement was then extended by the MNDAA

until the end of July.

Fighting persisted despite the declared ceasefire, and

as a result, the 41st Infantry Battalion was captured by

MNDAA. [Myanmar Now][Burma News International]

Myanmar: Military council orders public

sector staffs to leave Lashio Township

(tl) Junta administration has ordered government staff

to leave Lashio, the northern Shan State capital,

following an offensive by the Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and its allies.

MNDAA attacked Lashio on July 3, seizing the military's

Northeastern Command. Myanmar military denies that

Lashio has fallen, and residents report gunfire and

lockdowns. The Brotherhood Alliance seized several

towns during Operation 1027, and the public sector

staff moved to Lashio to work for the junta. They have

been instructed to leave Lashio, causing some to take

refuge in Yangon, Mandalay, and Taunggyi township.

A member of the northern Shan State junta legal staff
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confined the order from the military council. He stated

that in order to continue working for the junta, other

personnel in northern Shan State, including Lashio,

have been told to relocate to Taunggyi township in

southern Shan State.

Transport costs have surged during the fighting, and

the junta legal staff said the journey would cost him six

months' wages. MNDAA has announced that its

administrative body will take over administration,

restore law and order, and defend the city. [The

Irrawaddy] [The Diplomats]

Myanmar: Bank tycoon steps down as

Singapore-listed conglomerate

(tl) Myanmar tycoon Serge Pun has stepped down as

chairman of his Singapore-listed business, Yoma

Strategic Holdings Ltd. The company, which has

interests in real estate, mobile financial services, food

and beverage, heavy equipment, and passenger

vehicles, has been under scrutiny due to his banking

business.

The central bank has announced action against seven

banks, including Yoma Bank Ltd, for lending exceeding

central bank limits. The company has determined to

accelerate succession plans in the best interest of the

company, shareholders, employees, and customers.

Serge Pun is currently in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, and is

cooperating with military authorities. No charges have

been filed against him, but he and two other

employees are expected to remain in the capital until

authorities complete their queries. Serge Pun's son

Melvyn has been appointed chairman and CEO of the

company. [Barrons][The Irrawaddy][Mizzima News]

Human Rights group in Shan State urges

international aid in northern Shan State

(tl) Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) has

appealed to the international community for aid in the

ongoing clashes in northern Shan State, Myanmar

which have escalated following the second phase of

“Operation 1027.” 

The military offensive conducted by the Three

Brotherhood Alliance in Myanmar: the Arakan Army

(AA), Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
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(MNDAA), and Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA),

allied with other rebel forces in the country, against 

Myanmar's ruling military junta.The “Operation 1027”

began on late October 2023 ,however, the fights were

compromised with China’s mediated Haigeng ceasefire

agreement in January and February 2023. The second

phase The second phase of “operation 1027” are once

again on the march in eastern Myanmar along the

country’s border with China, after the collapse of a

China-brokered ceasefire.

The conflict continues between the three Brotherhood

Alliance and the junta, with increasing panic and

disruptions to communication and infrastructure. In

Kyaukme, Nawnghkio, and Hsipaw towns, the junta has

killed 46 civilians and injured 35 since the second

phase of "Operation 1027" began. In addition, the

junta has destroyed more than 150 homes and

structures.

SHRF has called for international aid to support those

affected by the ongoing violence, stating that local

residents and civil society organizations alone are

insufficient to address the suffering caused by the

conflict. The organization has called for the

international community to take effective actions and

not ignore the junta's blatant perpetration of war

crimes in northern Shan State. [Burma News

International] [Shan Human Rights Foundation]

Philippines: Vice President Duterte flies

abroad amid Typhoon Carina devastation

(lm) In the Philippines, Vice President Sara Duterte left

the country on a personal trip with her family as

Typhoon Carina impacted the country, leading to a

state of calamity in Metro Manila and other provinces,

with at least 21 reported deaths. The trip, approved by

the Office of the President on July 9, did not disclose

her destination, but speculation suggests that Duterte

had traveled to Germany, possibly to attend a music

concert. [ABS CBN] [Rappler]

It is worth noting that this trip occurred after Vice

President Duterte was notably absent during the State

of the Nation Address (SONA) of President Marcos Jr., a

move she later justified by saying that she had

declared herself the "designated survivor," a protocol

not officially recognized in the Philippines. This

statement drew significant criticism and concern, with

many viewing it as inappropriate and fear-inducing.

[Inquirer]
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On the day of the SONA, Duterte was in Bohol,

coinciding with the celebration of Bohol Day and the

mourning of the province’s Vice Governor. Her office

emphasized that she chose to empathize with the

Boholanos and bring a message of hope to uplift their

spirits amid the suspension of local officials.

All of this takes places against the larger backdrop of

the previous collapse of the strategic alliance between

President Marcos Jr. and Vice President Duterte, who

last month resigned from her posts as education

secretary and vice-chair of an anti-insurgency task

force.

Philippines: Solicitor General files case to

remove Alice Guo as Bamban, Tarlac

mayor

(lm) The Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) has filed a

quo warranto petition with the Manila Regional Trial

Court to remove Alice Guo from her position as Mayor

of Bamban, Tarlac. The petition argues that Guo, who

won the mayoral election in 2022 with 42.97 percent of

the vote, is unlawfully holding the office because she is

not a Filipino citizen but a Chinese national. The OSG

presented evidence showing that Guo had previously

entered the Philippines under the name Guo Hua Ping,

a Chinese national, and that her claim of Filipino

citizenship is fraudulent. [Inquirer]

Notably, Guo, is under legal scrutiny not only for

questions surrounding her citizenship but also for

alleged involvement in illegal gambling activities,

specifically related to Philippine offshore gaming

operators (POGOs). Earlier this year, authorities

conducted a raid on a POGO hub in Bamban where

499 foreign workers were rescued. The raid led to a

Senate inquiry to investigate the operations further.

Guo has denied any involvement in these operations.

However, her alleged connection to the POGO hub has

intensified the scrutiny on her actions and legitimacy

as an elected official.

Philippines: Court of Appeals convicts

mastermind in killing of Korean Jee Ick Joo

in 2017

(lm) The Court of Appeals (CA) in the Philippines has

convicted Police Lieutenant Colonel Rafael Dumlao III

for his role in the killing of Korean national Jee Ick Joo

during then-President Rodrigo Duterte’s drug war in
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2017. This ruling reverses a 2023 decision by the

Angeles City, Pampanga Regional Trial Court (RTC),

which had acquitted Dumlao. The CA found that the

lower court had gravely abused its discretion and

misapprehended the facts, making the proceedings a

"sham."

Dumlao has been sentenced to multiple terms,

including reclusion perpetua (a maximum of 40 years)

without parole for kidnapping and homicide, and

additional terms for kidnapping, serious illegal

detention, and carnapping. This decision follows a

petition for certiorari by prosecutors who challenged

the RTC’s acquittal of Dumlao, arguing that the

decision disregarded substantial evidence presented

during the trial.

Jee Ick Joo’s murder was a high-profile case involving

several other suspects, including Police Chief Master

Sergeant Ricky Sta. Isabel, Police Executive Master

Sergeant Roy Villegas, and others, who had already

been convicted for their roles in the crime. The case

highlighted issues of police corruption and misconduct

during Duterte’s aggressive anti-drug campaign,

leading to significant public and political scrutiny.

[Rappler]

Philippines: Human rights commission

looks for right definition of ‘Red-tagging’

in inquiry

(lm) The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in the

Philippines on July 30 commenced a two-day public

inquiry to establish a clear and definitive definition of

"Red-tagging"—the act of labeling individuals or groups

as communists or terrorists. CHR Commissioner and

spokesperson Beda Epres highlighted a significant gap

in the current legal framework due to the absence of a

specific law penalizing Red-tagging. The CHR aims to

propose measures to Congress for the correct

definition of Red-tagging, the acts constituting it, and

the corresponding penalties. [Inquirer]

Philippines: In House hearing, police chief

struggles comparing drug wars of Duterte,

Marcos

(lm) During a recent House session, Philippine National

Police (PNP) chief General Rommel Francisco Marbil

struggled to clearly differentiate between the drug war

approaches of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-gk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-gu/


former president Rodrigo Duterte. Lawmakers

persistently asked Marbil to compare the two

administrations' strategies, but he provided vague and

general responses.

When asked if the PNP was pursuing drug war

suspects with the same intensity as before, Marbil

stated that police operations are continuous and

collaborative with the Philippine Drug Enforcement

Agency (PDEA). However, he failed to provide a direct

comparison between the two administrations'

approaches.

Marbil emphasized the current focus on supply

reduction and mentioned that police operations are

adjusted based on the volume of drugs to be seized.

When pressed about the number of deaths under

Duterte's administration, he responded by

emphasizing adherence to the rule of law, avoiding a

direct comparison.

Despite Marbil's imprecise answers, it was noted that

President Marcos Jr. has openly distanced himself from

Duterte's aggressive drug policy. While Duterte's

administration recorded nearly 20,000 drug-related

killings in its first two years, the Marcos administration

reported 701 drug-related deaths during the same

period.[Rappler]

Philippines: Police chief orders security

focus on high-threat individuals

(lm) Philippine National Police (PNP) chief Gen.

Rommel Francisco Marbil has issued a directive to

optimize the deployment of the Police Security and

Protection Group (PSPG) to focus on individuals with

high-security threats. Marbil emphasized the need to

achieve the ideal police-to-population ratio of 1:500,

compared to the current ratio of 1:2,000. This

reallocation aims to ensure that limited security

resources are used effectively to enhance public safety

and support field operations. Key assessment factors

for prioritizing security include recent threats or

attacks, roles in government or society, and

intelligence reports.

Marbil also reassured that Vice President Sara Duterte

continues to receive top-tier security despite the

recent transfer of 75 protective officers to other police

units. Duterte retains the most extensive security

detail compared to her predecessors, with local police

augmenting her security during provincial visits. This

adjustment in security personnel aims to adapt to
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current security needs and improve overall police

efficiency. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Severe flooding in capital

region; industrial fuel tanker capsizes,

causing massive oil spill

(rr) The Philippines is grappling with severe flooding in

the capital region and an oil spill disaster, highlighting

the country's vulnerability to climate change and weak

infrastructure.

Typhoon Gaemi wreaks havoc

Typhoon Gaemi, also known as Carina, caused the

worst flooding in Metro Manila since 2009, affecting

over 4.5 million people and leading to the government

declaring a state of calamity in Manila. The city

received over 300mm of rainfall, with floods reaching

the height of one-story buildings in some areas. The

typhoon did not make landfall but intensified existing

monsoon systems, worsening the heavy rains across

Luzon and causing several landslides.

Public criticism has targeted the government's flood

control program, with senators expressing frustration

over the slow progress of projects despite a significant

budget allocation. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

attributed the flooding to the combined effects of the

typhoon, monsoon rains, high tide, and improper

garbage disposal. However, environmental groups

criticized him for blaming citizens and climate change,

pointing instead to the destruction of watersheds and

reclamation activities as primary causes. [The

Guardian]

Race to contain 'enormous' oil spill after ship sinks off

Philippines

Simultaneously, an oil spill occurred when a tanker

carrying 1.4 million liters of fuel capsized in Manila Bay.

The spill is being contained, but it has already affected

nearby coastal areas, threatening marine life and local

livelihoods. Despite the bad weather, the tanker had

not violated any regulations. One crew member died,

while 16 were rescued. [bbc 1] [bbc 2] [Philippine News

Agency 1]

Singapore: Banner with Vietnam girl

sparks xenophobia debate
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(lm) In Singapore, a politician's comments about a

foreign girl featured on National Day banners have

sparked a debate on xenophobia in the city-state. Lim

Tean of the opposition party People's Voice questioned

why a non-Singaporean was featured on the banners

celebrating Singapore's National Day. His comments

drew both support and criticism online, with some

netizens echoing his sentiments and others accusing

him of xenophobia and cyberbullying. [The Straits

Times]

Experts note that the debate reflects broader tensions

about immigration and the presence of foreigners in

Singapore, which relies heavily on foreign labor.

Singapore’s next general election must be held by

November 2025, and issues like immigration are

expected to be significant topics during the campaign.

[South China Morning Post]

Singapore: Five men, 17 foreigners

charged in illegal labor importation

syndicate

(sm) Five Singaporean men were charged on July 25 for

illegally importing labor under the Employment of

Foreign Manpower Act (EFMA). They allegedly

submitted fraudulent work pass applications for

foreigners via shell companies in exchange for money,

as reported by the Ministry of Manpower (MOM). They

reportedly set up 13 non-operational shell companies,

which failed to employ the foreigners upon their arrival

in Singapore. Additionally, a total of 17 foreigners also

faced EFMA charges for obtaining work passes without

intending to work; ten have been convicted.

Under the EFMA, those obtaining work passes for non-

existent businesses can face up to 2 years in jail and

fines up to SGP 6,000 (USD 4,400) per charge.

Employers hiring without valid passes may face fines

up to SGP 30,000 (USD 22,324), imprisonment for up to

12 months, or both, whereas foreigners working

without valid passes risk fines up to SGP 20,000 (USD

14,883), two years in jail, or both, and employment

bans. [CNA] [Ministry of Manpower, Singapore]

Singapore: Opposition Workers’ Party

leaders, town councils settle long-running

lawsuits through mediation

(lm) In Singapore, a long-running case brought by two

town councils against the leaders of the main
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opposition Workers’ Party (WP) has come to a close,

with both sides announcing on July 24 that they had

reached an out-of-court settlement through mediation.

The Aljunied-Hougang Town Council (AHTC) and

Sengkang Town Council (STC) dropped their claims for

damages and costs against WP chief Pritam Singh,

party chairman Sylvia Lim, and former party leader

Low Thia Khiang, as well as town councilors Kenneth

Foo and Chua Zhi Hon; the WP leaders reciprocated by

dropping their claims for costs against AHTC and STC.

The dispute originated in 2011, following a WP team's

victory in Aljunied GRC, leading to the appointment of

FM Solutions & Services (FMSS) as AHTC’s managing

agent. An independent panel appointed by AHTC had

initiated the legal proceedings after an audit by the

Auditor-General's Office in 2015 and subsequent

reviews by KPMG in 2016 found that some SGP 33.7

million (roughly USD 25 million) in improper payments

had been made to FMSS and its subsidiary. In 2022 and

2023, the Court of Appeal dismissed most of the claims

against the WP town councilors but held senior WP

leaders liable for damages due to negligence in certain

respects. [The Straits Times 1] [The Straits Times 2]

[CNA]

Singapore: Central bank keeps monetary

policy on hold for fifth time in a row;

inflation expected to moderate

(lb) The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) has

decided to maintain its current monetary policy for the

fifth consecutive time anticipating that inflation will

moderate due to declining prices of imported goods

and easing local cost pressures. Core inflation,

excluding accommodation and private transport, is

expected to decrease significantly in the fourth quarter

of 2024 and into 2025. Overall inflation is forecasted to

average between 2 percent to 3 percent this year, a

reduction from the previous estimate of 2.5 percent to

3.5 percent, primarily due to lower-than-expected

private transport inflation. [CNA]

Singapore: Terrorism threat elevated

since Israel-Hamas conflict

(lb) The terrorism threat in Singapore has increased

since the Israel-Hamas conflict, which has sparked

more acts of violence globally. According to Singapore’s

Internal Security Department (ISD), the conflict has

been exploited by terrorist elements to further their
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agenda, leading to increased anti-Singapore rhetoric

on social media from regional extremists who perceive

Singapore as pro-Israel. Although there is no

immediate threat to Singapore, ISD emphasizes the

need for vigilance due to past militant activities linked

to transnational terrorist groups in the region.

Self-radicalization remains a key threat, with 52

individuals, including 40 Singaporeans, issued orders

under the Internal Security Act (ISA) since 2015. Recent

cases include a 14-year-old boy planning attacks in

Singapore and a 33-year-old woman supporting

militant organizations like Hamas and the Houthis. The

ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict has been identified as a

trigger for these radicalizations.

Far-right extremism is also a concern, with ISD noting

its rise globally and its potential to polarize

communities. Two local cases of self-radicalization by

far-right extremism have been detected, including a

16-year-old who identified as a white supremacist.

Terrorism financing remains a threat, with ISIS

affiliates using cash couriers and informal transfer

systems despite the rise of cryptocurrencies. Since

2015, there have been 13 convictions under the

Terrorism (Suppression of Financing) Act in Singapore.

The Israel-Hamas conflict has also been exploited for

terrorism financing, with charities and NGOs used to

collect funds for Hamas. [Singapore Ministry of Home

Affairs] [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Constitutional Court to decide

Prime Minister Srettha dismissal case on

August 14

(wt) The Constitutional Court of Thailand announced it

will deliver its ruling on August 14 regarding the

dismissal case of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. The

case stems from a complaint by 40 military-appointed

senators concerning the controversial appointment of

Pichit Chuenban as a Prime Minister's Office minister.

The complaint, accepted by the court in May, questions

whether Srettha and Pichit should be removed under

Section 160 (4) and (5) of the constitution, which

require cabinet ministers to uphold moral integrity and

prohibit them from violating ethical standards for

political-office holders. Pichit was previously sentenced

to six months in prison in 2008 for attempting to bribe

Supreme Court officials, leading critics to deem him

unfit for a ministerial role. Pichit resigned before the

court accepted the petition, which led the court to
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drop the case against him but proceed with the case

against Srettha.

Srettha has denied any wrongdoing, asserting that he

had sought the Council of State’s opinion on Pichit’s

eligibility. The prime minister submitted his defense on

June 7 but did not disclose details to the media.

Meanwhile, the former senators contend that the

request did not cover the relevant sections of the

constitution. The petitioners are preparing to submit

their closing statement to the court by the end of the

month. [Bangkok Post 1]

The potential removal of Srettha could lead to

significant political uncertainty in Thailand,

necessitating a new prime ministerial election and

possibly causing a realignment within the ruling

coalition and its policies. [Bangkok Post 2] [Reuters]

Opinion split on push to remove Prime Minister Srettha

Against this backdrop, observers are divided over

whether Srettha should be removed from office

following his decision to appoint Pichit. Former senator

Wanchai Sornsiri believes the Constitutional Court will

dismiss the case, as Pichit's jail time was for contempt

of court, not attempted bribery, which is the crime in

question. Wanchai noted that Srettha had sought the

Council of State's opinion, indicating his willingness to

adhere to the rules.

Conversely, former Democrat MP Thepthai Senpong

predicts that Srettha will be removed and replaced by

Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul, supported by

conservative groups. The political landscape has

shifted, with new Senate members reportedly having

strong ties to Bhumjaithai. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Move Forward deputy leader

promises new chapter for Thai politics

(lm) Sirikanya Tansakul, the deputy leader of the main

opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), stated that Thai

politics will enter a new chapter if she is appointed the

leader of the party’s planned reincarnation in the event

the MFP, the single-largest party in Parliament’s lower

house, is disbanded by court order. She emphasized

that having more women leaders would be a

significant step forward for the country.

The Constitutional Court is set to rule on the potential

disbandment of the MFP on August 7, following a

petition from the Election Commission (EC) alleging

that the MFP’s efforts to amend Section 112 of the
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Criminal Code (royal defamation law) aimed to

undermine the constitutional monarchy. The EC has

also requested the court to ban MFP executives from

standing in future elections and from registering or

serving as executives of a new party for 10 years.

Speaking against this backdrop, Sirikanya mentioned

that the party would be prepared to continue its

mission even if disbanded, although a new party name

has not been decided yet.  Moreover, the MFP has

invited its supporters to wear party shirts and gather at

its headquarters on August 7 to show support.

Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, a co-founder of the MFP’s

predecessor, the now-defunct Future Forward Party,

will give a lecture on the Constitutional Court and the

disbandment of political parties on that day. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party

submits three constitutional amendment

bills

(msz) Thailand's main opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP) submitted three draft constitutional amendment

bills aimed at addressing the aftermath of the military

regime's orders, preventing future coups, and

abolishing the junta-backed 20-year national strategy.

The party emphasized the urgency of amending

specific sections of the charter despite the Pheu Thai-

led government's plan to rewrite it, which could take

up to two years.

The first bill proposes the abolition of Section 279,

which legitimizes all orders from the now-defunct

National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) that

ruled Thailand between its military coup in May 2014

and July 2019. This would allow people to challenge

orders that violated civil rights and liberties. The

second bill seeks to annul NCPO orders that are not

beneficial to the public. The third bill aims to prevent

future coups by adding a second paragraph to Section

16 of the Constitution that would enable state officials

to disobey coup orders, prohibiting courts from

recognizing coups as legitimate, and allowing treason

charges against coup makers.

Additionally, the MFP intends to abolish the 20-Year

National Strategy (2018-2037), a long-term

development plan formulated by the NCPO following

the 2014 coup. This strategy was incorporated into the

country's constitution and is designed to guide

Thailand's economic, social, and political development

from 2017 to 2037. [Thai PBS World]
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Thailand: Amnesty panel ducks decision

on royal defamation cases

(lm) In Thailand, parliamentary committee studying an

amnesty bill has concluded its work without deciding

whether to include offences under Section 112 (royal

defamation) and Section 110 (offences against the

Queen, the heir-apparent, the regent, and other

members of the royal family) of the Criminal Code.

Ruling Pheu Thai Party MP and committee chairman

Chusak Sirinil announced that the committee's report

will be submitted to Parliament's lower house for

further consideration. The committee believes

government support is crucial for the amnesty's

success and has urged prioritization of the report in

the House agenda, with discussions expected next

month. The report specifies that the amnesty bill will

cover politically motivated offences from 2005 to the

present, and a separate committee will be established

to examine and list eligible offences. Serious human

rights violations under Sections 288 and 289 (murder

and acts leading to death) will be excluded from the

amnesty.

This committee was formed after resistance to a bill by

the main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), which

included Section 112 offences. The MFP's efforts to

reform the royal defamation law have faced legal

challenges, including a Constitutional Court ruling that

declared attempts to amend the law illegal. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: House committee tweaks

timeframe for referendum

(lm) In Thailand, the House committee responsible for

vetting four bills aimed at amending the referendum

law has adjusted the timeframe for holding a

referendum on a charter rewrite. Previously, the

committee had planned to hold the first referendum

round on the same day as either a general election or

a local election. However, the new timeframe specifies

that the referendum will take place no sooner than 60

days before an election day and no later than 150 days

after.

Additionally, the Interior Ministry has proposed that a

referendum result should require the support of only

one-quarter of those who cast votes, instead of more

than 50 percent of eligible voters. The vetting
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committee is considering this proposal, which differs

from the majority requirement supported by the four

bills.

The committee expects to finish reviewing the bills by

late next month, after which they will enter the second

and third readings. The bills aim to amend nine

sections of the Referendum Act 2021, focusing on

removing the "double majority" requirement and

favoring a single majority or more than half of the

votes cast. Section 13 of the current Referendum Act

mandates that more than 50 percent of eligible voters

must participate in the referendum, and the majority

of those who cast votes must approve it for the result

to be binding.

The bills were tabled separately by the cabinet, the

ruling Pheu Thai Party, the opposition Move Forward

Party, and the Bhumjaithai Party, all aiming to

streamline the referendum process. The new laws are

expected to be in place by November, with the first of

three referendums on the proposed rewrite of the

2017 constitution anticipated around February.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin

optimistic about passing of cannabis

control law

(msz/lm) Speaking against the larger backdrop of a

notable policy shift of the Thai government, which saw

the administration pivoting towards legislating the

control of cannabis use rather than re-listing it as a

narcotic, Deputy Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul

expressed optimism that a bill to control cannabis will

be passed into law during the tenure of the current

coalition government. [Bangkok Post 1]

This comes after Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

earlier this month reversed his government's intention

to relist cannabis as a narcotic drug, despite its

decriminalization in 2022. Back then, the lack of clear

regulations had led to an explosion of recreational use,

sparking public concern. Anutin, the then-Minister of

Public Health who had earlier championed the

decriminalization of cannabis through his Bhumjaithai

Party, had drafted a bill to re-regulate cannabis use,

but it failed to pass before the general election last

year. [AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4]

However, the ruling Pheu Thai Party has maintained

that recreational cannabis use will not be permitted

under new regulations. In fact, Prime Minister Srettha
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had earlier stated that cannabis would be put back on

the narcotics list, with exceptions for medical use and

research, giving officials until the end of the year to

draft the necessary rules. A health committee recently

voted to reclassify cannabis as a narcotic starting

January 1, 2025, and will submit its report to the

Narcotics Control Board (NCB) for consideration.

Currently, there are the two pending draft bills – the

submitted by the Bhumjaithai Party in September in

last year and another by the Pheu Thai-controlled

Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) – for Parliament's

lower house to deliberate. Still, Anutin believes his bill

will pass due to the prime minister's commitment and

the coalition's 314 votes, compared to the previous

coalition's 253 votes.

Coalition partners Pheu Thai, Bhumjaithai parties deny

striking secret deals

Against this backdrop, it is noteworthy that the two

parties were forced to deny striking any secret deals,

following a weekend golf outing between former prime

minister Thaksin Shinawatra – the de facto leader of

the Pheu Thai Party – and Bhumjaithai leader Anutin at

a resort in Nakhon Ratchasima. However, sources

suggest the meeting aimed to resolve the cannabis

dispute by proposing stricter controls on cannabis use

and in exchange, Bhumjaithai would support Pheu

Thai's digital wallet scheme. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Senate mulls cutting committee

members

(lm) The upper house of the Thai Parliament, the

Senate, is considering reducing the number of

standing committees to reflect the decreased number

of senators. This proposal will be discussed in the

Senate's second meeting. The reduction is aimed at

saving money and improving efficiency, with a source

indicating the number of committees might be cut

from 26 to 23.

Senator Angkana Leelapaijit, a prominent human rights

activist, argued that reducing the number of

committees alone wouldn't significantly cut costs. She

proposed other cost-saving measures, such as

reducing funds for study trips, and suggested creating

a committee dedicated to issues related to gender,

disabilities, the elderly, and ethnic groups. [Bangkok

Post]
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Thailand: ‘Fake’ prosecutor arrested,

charged

(lm) A man posing as a prosecutor, was arrested by

police in the Thai capital Bangkok while giving a lecture

on law enforcement at a high school in Nonthaburi.

The man, Mongkol Preesukkasem, was wanted for

fraud, impersonation, and uploading false information

online. He had posted photos on Facebook wearing a

prosecutor's uniform, complete with honor pins and

insignias, to mislead people into believing he was a

legitimate prosecutor. The Attorney-General's Office

filed a complaint, and an arrest warrant was issued by

the Criminal Court on June 20.

Further investigation revealed that Mongkol had

unofficially advised a senior prosecutor. The

investigation is expanding, with prosecution witnesses

set to be interviewed. The photos Mongkol posted also

depicted him attending promotion ceremonies and

with high-ranking state officials, furthering his

deception. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Supplementary bill for digital

handout to 'pass with flying colors'

(lm) Thailand’s ruling Pheu Thai Party is confident that

the supplementary bill to fund its digital wallet

handout scheme will pass the House's second and

third readings on July 31. Wisut Chainaroon, chief

government whip and Pheu Thai MP-list, stated that

the bill will likely pass quickly, as only 20 MPs have

questions about its budget.

The supplementary bill aims to increase Thailand's

current fiscal year's budget by THB 122 billion (USD

3.42 billion) to fund the digital wallet handout scheme.

This initiative, intended to stimulate economic activity

by providing financial assistance through a digital

platform, successfully passed its first reading in

Parliament’s lower house on July 17, indicating initial

legislative support.

Speaking against this backdrop, Thirachai Saenkaew,

Pheu Thai MP and spokesman for the committee

reviewing the bill, noted that the panel has thoroughly

reviewed the bill and invited various agencies to

ensure the digital wallet project includes all

demographics, including those without smartphones.

The committee is ready to address all parliamentary

questions.
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However, opposition concerns include whether the

2024 budget can extend into 2025, with the Budget

Bureau confirming it can. The scrutiny committee

suggested the government specify in the project's

terms of reference that it will collect users' spending

data to monitor economic impact. They also

recommended differentiating between investment and

regular expenditures, defining "investment

expenditure," and listing prohibited items for purchase

with the handout. The committee advised involving the

Trade Competition Commission and ensuring

mechanisms for public complaints and data protection.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Thang Rath app usage soars as digital wallet registration

nears

As the digital wallet scheme is set to open for

registration on August 2, the daily usage of the Thang

Rath application has surged 15-fold. Digital Economy

and Society Minister Prasert Chantararuangthong

reported that average daily logins to the app increased

from 50,000-60,000 to 800,000-900,000 following the

Finance Ministry's announcement last week. The

registration period for the digital wallet scheme will

run from August 2 until September 15 for smartphone

users, and from September 16 to October 15 for those

without smartphones. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Oil workers protest unpaid

wages in Chon Buri

(msz) Hundreds of workers have been protesting in

front of Thai Oil's refinery in Chon Buri since July 24

due to unpaid wages. The protesters are employees of

Sinopec Engineering Group (Thailand) Co Ltd, a

subcontractor of Thai Oil, who have not received their

salaries since May.

The Labour Ministry is actively seeking to resolve the

issue, as Sinopec owes 1,000 employees a total of THB

134 million (USD 3.75 million) for May and June. The

unpaid wages are due to Sinopec not receiving

payments from its multinational unincorporated joint

venture (UJV) with Petrofac, Saipem, and Samsung,

which hired Sinopec as a subcontractor for Thai Oil's

Clean Fuel Project (CFP).

The Labour Protection and Welfare Office has urged

Sinopec to pay the overdue salaries, and the company

has agreed to make a partial payment of THB 40

million (USD 1.12 million) on August 20. The UJV also

owes payments to other subcontractors, affecting

around 8,000 employees. Despite Thai Oil making
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timely payments to its main contractors, the issue

appears to stem from the UJV's failure to pay its

subcontractors on time. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prosecutors delay decision on

Srisuwan extortion case

(lm) In Thailand, prosecutors have postponed their

decision on whether to indict serial petitioner Srisuwan

Janya, former red-shirt activist Yoswaris Chuklom (also

known as Jeng Dokjik), and three others over the

alleged extortion of the head of the Rice Department.

The decision has been deferred to August 28, as the

case is still under consideration.

Srisuwan, Yoswaris, and the three other suspects

appeared at the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG)

to hear the decision, only to learn that it had been

postponed. Srisuwan, who claims innocence, said he

and his wife, also a suspect, are preparing to submit a

letter seeking justice from the OAG. They were

arrested in a sting operation on January 26, during

which THB 500,000 (USD 14,000) was delivered to

Srisuwan's house by undercover police.

The arrest followed a complaint by Natthakit

Khongthip, director-general of the Rice Department,

alleging that Srisuwan and his co-accused attempted to

extort THB 3 million (USD 84,000) from him,

threatening falsified corruption charges. All suspects

denied the charges and were released on bail, required

to report back on August 28. The Crime Suppression

Division had submitted the investigation report to the

prosecutors on July 16. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: CPF absents from House inquiry

on blackchin tilapia but vows to support

government measures; House and local

stakeholders poised for legal redress

(bk) Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF), Thailand's

agricultural and food industry giant, missed an inquiry

session scheduled for July 25 with the House of

Representatives Subcommittee on the Investigation

into the Origins, Corrective Measures, and

Ramifications of Blackchin Tilapia Imports for Research

and Breeding, citing other commitments. The

Subcommittee, established in response to the recent

proliferation of this invasive fish, intended to seek

clarifications on CPF's 2010 import of 2,000 blackchin

tilapia for research. The inquiries would have focused
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on the company's import proposal, including project

details, measures to prevent environmental escape,

and the disposal of research fish carcasses. Any

information provided to the panel would also need to

be supported by verifiable documentation, specifically

from the Institutional Biosafety Committee of the

Department of Fisheries. [Thai PBS World 1]

Blackchin tilapia and its outbreak

Blackchin tilapia, native to West Africa, are known for

their rapid breeding and predation on small fish and

roe, causing significant damage to fish farms and

affecting related industries. To date, the species has

been detected in at least 17 provinces, including

Bangkok. The fish were initially imported by CPF in

2010 for research purposes but later appeared in local

waterways, where they have thrived and reduced

native fish populations. DNA testing confirmed that all

the detected blackchin tilapia originated from the

same parent stock. The fish are highly adaptable,

surviving and reproducing in various water conditions.

To combat the invasion, the Agriculture and

Cooperatives Ministry has declared a plan to purchase

the fish from the public at THB 15 (USD 0.4) per

kilogram, tapping into the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund,

to repurpose them as fertilizers. The fish will be

converted into bio compost and sold at THB 100 (USD

2.8) per liter. According to the Deputy Governor of the

Rubber Authority of Thailand (RAT), the RAT Act allows

such business activities. However, rubber growers

oppose the plan, arguing that the funds, totaling THB

50 million (USD 1.4 million), should be used to address

the declining rubber latex prices, which have dropped

from THB 80 (USD 2.2) to THB 60 (USD 1.7) per

kilogram, and to manage issues such as rubber tree

disease and the development of high-yield rubber tree

varieties. [Bangkok Post] [The Nation 1] [Thai PBS

World 2]

About CPF

CPF conducts an integrated agro-industrial and food

business, covering livestock and aquaculture, including

swine, broilers, layers, ducks, shrimp, and fish. Its

operations encompass the entire supply chain, from

animal feed production through breeding and farming,

with the produce being processed into cooked and

ready-to-eat meals for both domestic and international

markets. [CPF 1] [CPF 2]

The conglomerate is part of Charoen Pokphand Group

(CP Group), a diverse business empire with several

household brands in Thailand and abroad. Examples

include landline and mobile telecommunications

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-yki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ykd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ykh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ykk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ykk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-yku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-yul/


(TrueOnline and TrueMove H), retail and distribution

(7-Eleven, Lotus, and Makro), property development

(Super Brand Mall shopping center in Shanghai), and

finance (Ping An Insurance and CITIC Group in China).

The CP Group is owned by the Sino-Thai business

tycoon family Chearavanont, regularly listed among

Forbes' wealthiest. [The Stock Exchange of Thailand, in

Thai] [CP Group] [Forbes]

CPF on blackchin tilapia

On July 17, CPF confirmed that its 2010 import of

blackchin tilapia, including the final disposal of the fish,

adhered to legal requirements. The company

questioned the timing of the outbreak, noting it

occurred 14 years after the import and suggesting that

if the spread had been rapid, issues should have arisen

as early as 2011. CPF also reported that only 50 of the

initial 2,000 fish survived due to high mortality during

transport and shortly afterwards. [Prachachat, in Thai]

[Thai PBS 1, in Thai]

That said, according to Wayo Asavaroongruang, a list

MP from the main opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP) and the Chairman of the Subcommittee,

blackchin tilapia were first spotted in late 2011 in

natural canals adjacent to the CPF aquaculture

research and development center. A recent

investigative report by the Thai PBS questioned

whether the center used closed tanks for fish farming,

as satellite images revealed mostly earthen ponds.

Boonyuen Siritham, a local fisherman from Samut

Songkhram and the Chairman of the Thailand

Consumers Council, confirmed that blackchin tilapia

have been affecting farmers since 2011. A survey by

the Department of Fisheries indicated that, in 2018,

over 1.57 million blackchin tilapia were present in

48,000-50,000 rai (7,680 to 8,000 hectares), causing

nearly THB 350 million (USD 10 million) in damages

across Samut Songkhram and Phetchaburi, provinces

surrounding the Gulf of Thailand. Additionally, while

CPF had asserted that it submitted 50 blackchin tilapia

samples stored in formalin to the Department of

Fisheries in early 2011, following unsuccessful genetic

modification attempts, the Director-General of the

Department testified otherwise to the Subcommittee,

stating no record of such samples. [X (formerly,

Twitter) in Thai] [Thai PBS 2, in Thai] [Thai PBS 3, in

Thai] [BBC Thai, in Thai]

Regardless of the ongoing issues and scrutiny, on July

23, CPF announced its voluntary pledge to contribute

to the government's multi-pronged action plan to

tackle the intensifying blackchin tilapia threat. Their

contributions include purchasing two million kilograms

of the fish from affected provinces at THB 15 (USD 0.4)
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per kilogram for fishmeal manufacturing, supplying

200,000 predator fish (with 45,000 seabass already

delivered) to the Department of Fisheries to be

released into infested waters, sponsoring public fishing

activities where communities are invited to help

harvest the blackchin tilapia, and partnering with

academic research institutions to develop food

products from the fish and to identify long-term

strategies for regulating the tilapia population. [The

Nation 2] [Bangkokbiznews, in Thai]

House and local stakeholders poised for legal redress

Subsequent to the July 25 Subcommittee hearing,

Nattacha Boonchaiinsawat, a Bangkok MP from the

MFP and the Vice Chairman of the Subcommittee,

stated that the panel will be working with relevant

government entities and the Council of State to assess

the ecological and economic damages and to

contemplate the possibility of further legal steps. [Thai

PBS 4, in Thai]

Separately, on July 27, the Lawyers Council of Thailand,

representing 14 local fisheries and environmental

advocacy groups from affected provinces, notified the

press of its plan to initiate legal proceedings against

responsible private and government entities for public

liability compensation. Details of the plan will be

disclosed at a press briefing scheduled for July 31.

[Lawyers Council of Thailand, in Thai] [The Nation 3]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward

Party's porn bill faces uphill battle

(lm) Thailand's main opposition Move Forward Party

(MFP), the single-largest party in Parliament's lower

house, is facing significant opposition to its proposal to

legalize the adult entertainment industry, including

pornographic materials and sex toys. Critics argue that

the bill, which aims to amend Section 287 of the

Criminal Code, fails to adequately protect minors from

accessing adult content.

The bill proposes only banning pornographic materials

depicting sexual violence, rape, and paedophilia, and

restricting individuals under 20 years old from

participating in the production of adult content. It also

seeks to regulate the sale of sex toys, requiring

certification by the Thai Industrial Standards Institute

and the Food and Drugs Administration. MFP MP

Taopiphop Limjittrakorn, who submitted the bill, insists

that legalizing and regulating the industry could benefit

the economy and improve safety for those working

within it. He argues that the current ban on all types of
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adult materials, including pornographic images and

sex toys, is unrealistic given the widespread

accessibility of such content online.

Despite these proposals, various state agencies,

including the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Public

Health, and the Royal Thai Police, have expressed

concerns. They warn that legalizing adult content could

lead to increased exploitation and sex-related crimes,

particularly if measures to prevent minors from

accessing such content are not effectively

implemented. Critics also highlight the lack of public

support for the bill, with only 22 out of 1,072

participants in a public hearing expressing their

opinions.

Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit supports the idea of

legalizing the industry but stresses the need for strict

measures to protect vulnerable groups, such as

children and the disabled. Similarly, Srida Tantaatipanit

from the Internet Foundation for the Development of

Thailand warns that the bill could negatively affect

minors, especially given the current challenges parents

face in managing their children's exposure to explicit

content online.

Pol Lt Gen Jirabhop Bhuridej, commissioner of

Thailand's Central Investigation Bureau, also voiced

concerns about the potential for children to be lured

into the adult industry and the need to prevent the

creation of deepfake porn videos.[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New bill to tackle bribery in

state services

(lm) A new bill aimed at enhancing transparency and

curbing bribery in state services is in progress,

according to Wissanu Krea-ngam, the legal advisor to

Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. The bill, an

upgraded version of the 2015 Licensing Facilitation Act

(LFA), seeks to include the application process for

public utilities like electricity and water services. State

agencies will be required to produce and update

manuals detailing necessary documentation, fees, and

processing times for government services. A one-stop

service will also be introduced to streamline

procedures and reduce opportunities for bribery.

The bill is expected to be submitted to the House of

Representatives early next year. Wissanu emphasized

that the electronic system will allow people to make

requests without visiting district offices, thereby

minimizing bribery opportunities and enabling

complaints if requests are delayed. The original LFA,
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though aimed at increasing transparency, faced

objections and was shelved for a decade until revived

by the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO),

the military junta that ruled Thailand following its coup

in May 2014 until July 2019. Despite its potential, public

awareness of the LFA remains low.

The cabinet has also approved an amendment to the

anti-graft law to better protect witnesses and counter

strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs).

This amendment will be reviewed by the Council of

State before being submitted to the House.

Thailand: Man rescued from abusive

employers

(lm) A man, identified as Kong, was rescued and taken

to the hospital after being assaulted and tortured by

his employers for the past two years. Guntouch “Gun

Jompalang” Pongpaiboonwet, a social media activist

known for his efforts in exposing and addressing social

injustices in Thailand, assisted Kong in filing a

complaint with police in Non Thai district, Nakhon

Ratchasima province. The man had visible injuries,

including infected welts on his buttocks, whip marks on

his legs, open wounds on his head, and a missing

tooth.

Kong met the couple over 10 years ago in Chiang Mai

and initially received his salary regularly. However,

over the past two years, he stopped receiving his

salary, and his ATM card was confiscated by his

employer to prevent "wasteful spending." The couple

began punishing him for not achieving sales targets,

whipping him over 1,000 times, and administering

electric shocks to his abdomen and genitals. Kong was

only given one meal a day, mostly plain rice if he failed

to make sales. The couple threatened to seize Kong's

house and land if he attempted to escape. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Prominent democracy activist

Arnon sentenced to another four years for

royal defamation

(msz) Thai activist and human rights lawyer Arnon

Nampa was sentenced to another four years in prison

for royal defamation and violations of the Computer

Crime Act, bringing his total sentence to 14 years with

10 more cases pending. Arnon, detained since

September 2023, received this sentence for social
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media posts made between January and April 2021.

Previously, he was sentenced to two years and 20 days

for insulting the monarchy at a rally and eight years for

royal defamation related to a 2020 rally speech and a

2021 social media post.

Arnon has been a key figure in the youth-led

democracy movement that staged protests in Bangkok

from mid-2020, calling for changes, including reform of

the monarchy. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Majority of Thais use AI in daily

lives for its convenience

(msz) A study by creative agency BBDO Bangkok

revealed that over 70 percent of Thai people use

artificial intelligence (AI) in their daily lives for its

convenience, time-saving capabilities, and operational

efficiency. Specifically, 73.84 percent of respondents

from Bangkok and other major cities reported using AI,

while 26.16 percent had not. The main reasons for

using AI included enhancing work productivity (48.23

percent), saving time (40.60 percent), and increasing

accuracy (22.48 percent).

Additionally, 73 percent of respondents supported

further AI development, with 72.37 percent believing it

would become crucial in daily life over the next five

years. Concerns about AI among non-users included

personal data safety (36.79 percent), high costs (30.77

percent), and job displacement fears (29.10 percent).

The study also highlighted generational differences in

AI usage: Generation Z and Y primarily used AI for

work, while Generation X utilized it for safety and

medical benefits. The top AI brands recognized were

Google, ChatGPT, and Samsung, followed by Apple and

Microsoft. Most consumers expected AI adoption in

mobile and computer businesses (39.12 percent), the

medical industry (37.65 percent), home appliances

(36.67 percent), the automotive industry (26.16

percent), and the finance sector (17.11 percent). [The

Nation Thailand]

Thailand: SEPO plan to divest Finance

Ministry shares in 25 non-listed firms

(wt) The State Enterprise Policy Office (SEPO) plans to

divest the Finance Ministry's shares in 25 non-listed

companies, valued at approximately THB 20 billion

(USD 556 million). According to SEPO's director-general

Tibordee Wattanakul, the divestment is expected to be
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completed by the end of this year and will be proposed

to the Finance Ministry for further consideration.

This initiative follows the policy of Deputy Finance

Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul to review the

framework for selling shares of non-listed companies

held by the Finance Ministry. The rationale is that

holding shares in some unlisted firms does not

generate additional revenue and incurs maintenance

costs.

The Finance Ministry currently holds securities valued

at about THB 400 billion (USD 11.1 billion), including 33

listed securities, 41 unlisted securities, and 41

securities acquired through legal proceedings. SEPO

reported revenue collections from state enterprises

amounting to THB 156 billion (USD 4.3 billion) in the

first nine months of the fiscal year, achieving 89

percent of its annual target of THB 175 billion (USD

4.86 billion). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Industries federation cuts car

manufacturing target due to high

household debt, tighter lending rules

(msz/lm) The Federation of Thai Industries has cut its

car manufacturing target for 2024 to 1.7 million units

from an earlier forecast of 1.9 million units due to high

household debt and tighter lending rules. In the first

half of 2024, car production fell 17.3 percent year-on-

year to 761,240 units, while domestic sales dropped

24.4 percent to 308,027 units. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand to offer investment incentives for hybrid

automobile manufacturers

At the same time, Thailand will introduce investment

incentives for hybrid vehicle manufacturers, including

lowered excise taxes from 2028 to 2032, according to

the Board of Investment (BOI). The country, a long-

standing regional auto production hub hosting major

carmakers like Toyota and Honda, is adapting to recent

industry shifts driven by investments from Chinese

electric vehicle makers such as BYD and Great Wall

Motor.

BOI secretary-general Narit Therdsteerasukdi

emphasized the importance of hybrid technology in

the transition to electric vehicles and the preservation

of auto parts manufacturing. The measures are

expected to attract THB 50 billion (USD 1.39 billion) in

investments. To qualify for these tax incentives, hybrid

vehicle manufacturers must invest at least THB 3

billion (USD 83.6 million) in the next four years and
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incorporate local parts. Additionally, qualifying vehicles

must include advanced driver-assistance systems.

Currently, seven automakers benefit from BOI

incentives, including four from Japan and three from

China. [Thai PBS World]

Exports fall by 0.3 percent year-on-year; Finance Ministry

raises GDP growth forecast to 2.7 percent

Meanwhile, Thai exports in June fell by 0.3 percent

year-on-year, marking the first decline in three months

due to slowing agricultural and food sales. Despite this

setback, the Ministry of Commerce still expects overall

export growth in 2024. Additionally, the Finance

Ministry announced an upward revision of its GDP

growth forecast for 2024 from 2.4 percent to 2.7

percent, driven by higher tourist arrivals and exports.

The Thai economy grew by 1.9 percent in 2023, which

was slower than expected and less than the 2.5

percent growth recorded in 2022. [Reuters]

Thailand: Financial regulators to intensify

crackdowns on stock manipulation,

financial statement fraud

(lm) The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), the the

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and the

Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) plan to step up

crackdowns on stock manipulation and financial

statement fraud starting in August. This will include

asset seizures before investigation, and a special task

force using AI to examine financial statements, report

information, and alert investors. [Bangkok Post]

This comes at a time the SET is facing significant

instability due to multiple fraud scandals involving key

figures in the Thai business community. A case in

point, Stark Corporation has been accused of falsifying

financial statements, inflating revenues, and

misappropriating company funds. This scandal has

resulted in damages estimated at least THB 14.7 billion

(USD 411.6 million) to shareholders and stock

investors. The former president and top executives of

Stark Corporation are being prosecuted by Thai

authorities. [Thailand Business News]

Additionally, Energy Absolute (EA), a leading renewable

energy company, has been implicated in procurement

fraud. The company's founder, Somphote Ahunai, and

his deputy, Amorn Sapthaweekul, resigned after the

SEC filed a fraud case against them. The fraud is

estimated to have generated profits of at least THB 3.5
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billion (USD 98 million) for those involved. [Thai

Examiner]

Thailand: Two policemen, three civilians

charged with extorting USD 19,600 from

Chinese nationals

(lm) Two Thai policemen, along with three civilians, are

accused of extorting THB 700,000 (USD 19,600) from

two Chinese nationals on a motorway to Pattaya. The

Chinese nationals were illegal immigrants fleeing

gambling charges in China and were later found in

Pattaya and handed over to immigration authorities

for deportation.

The Pattaya Provincial Court issued arrest warrants for

the accused, who are charged with abuse of authority,

coercion, negligence, illegal detention, and related

offenses. Both policemen have denied the charges and

were released on bail of THB 400,000 (USD 11,200)

each. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Longest train tunnel shut just

after opening due to dust

(lm) The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has

temporarily closed Thailand's longest train tunnel, the

5.4-kilometer Pha Sadet tunnel in Saraburi province,

just after its opening on July 28. The closure, which is

expected to last 14 days, follows passenger complaints

about thick dust inside the tunnel. The SRT plans to

reopen the tunnel on August 12. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Three security force members

injured in gunfight with insurgents in

restive Pattani

(bk) Three security force members were injured,

including one seriously, during a gun battle with

insurgents in Pattani, a restive southern province of

Thailand, on July 27. A ranger patrol and a 50-man

special task force were dispatched after receiving

reports indicating that insurgents were taking refuge in

the area. The force identified two to three suspected

separatists with weapons hiding in a dense forest,

surrounded the location, and attempted to negotiate

with the insurgents using a loud hailer. The insurgents

responded by throwing a hand grenade and opening

fire, which led to a 15-minute firefight.
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After the shootout, the military established a 500-

meter perimeter and requested helicopter assistance

to locate the insurgents, who still remain at large.

According to the officials, these insurgents were

involved in recent bombings and shootings targeting

military personnel and may include key leaders in the

Pattani and Songkhla border areas. [Bangkok Post]

[Prachatai, in Thai]

Thailand: Army’s white paper reveals

need for armed drones, attack helicopters

(msz) The Thai Army has published a white paper for

2024, calling for the procurement of several kinds of

weaponry to handle security challenges over the next

three years. The document highlights the need for

armed drones, attack helicopters, tanks, wheeled

armored vehicles, patrol helicopters, transport aircraft,

defense radar systems, territorial monitoring systems,

and improved intelligence and communication

equipment.

Army chief Gen Charoenchai Hinthao explained that

the white paper was released to inform the public

about the Army's roles and development framework,

emphasizing the necessity of these acquisitions to

defend the nation from various threats through 2027.

[Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Environmental activist

sentenced to 3.5 years in prison

(lm) Vietnam has sentenced Ngo Thi To Nhien, director

of the Vietnam Initiative for Energy Transition Social

Enterprise (VIETSE), to three-and-a-half years in prison.

Nhien was arrested in Hanoi on September 15, 2023,

and charged under Article 342 of the criminal code for

“stealing, buying, selling, or destroying the seal or

documents of a state agency or organization.” Her trial

on June 27 was not reported by state-controlled media.

Nhien is the sixth climate activist to be imprisoned in

Vietnam since 2021, a crackdown that human rights

group Project88 suggests undermines Hanoi's

commitments to climate obligations and sustainable

development. The European Union High

Representative for Foreign Affairs, Josep Borrell, is set

to visit Vietnam and has been urged to call for the

release of Nhien and other environmental activists.
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Project88 claims these arrests are part of the

Communist Party’s Directive 24, which targets policy

activism and foreign-funded reformists as threats to

national security. The directive has been linked to

human rights abuses and violations of agreements

with the EU, including the Just Energy Transition

Partnership Agreement. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: YouTuber’s trial date set after

five-month detention

(lm) The trial of Vietnamese YouTube activist Nguyen

Chi Tuyen is scheduled to begin on August 15, five

months after his detention on charges of "propaganda

against the state." Tuyen, who has been a prominent

figure in Hanoi’s protest movement since 2011, faces

charges of spreading fabricated information and

psychological warfare, with a potential prison sentence

of five to twelve years if convicted.

Tuyen, 50, is known for his active participation in

protests against China’s territorial claims in the South

China Sea and for his live-streamed discussions on

YouTube, where his channels have substantial

followings. Since his arrest on February 29, he has

been denied family visits, and his legal defense is being

handled by human rights lawyer Nguyen Ha Luan.

Rights groups and activists, including CIVICUS and the

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), have

condemned Tuyen’s prosecution, calling for his

immediate release and criticizing Vietnam’s crackdown

on freedom of expression. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: YouTuber fined USD 300 for

filming pagodas

(lm) Police in Vietnam fined a YouTuber, Nguyen Binh

Dan, VND 7.5 million (USD 300) for filming activities at

a local pagoda and posting the content on his YouTube

channel. Residents in Cao Lanh city’s Ward 4, Dong

Thap province, reported his filming activities as

suspicious on July 5. The police summoned Dan, who

has over 11,000 subscribers, and fined him for

"abusing social media to share and post numerous

false information, insulting the prestige of

organizations, and damaging their reputation." They

claimed his videos contained false and religion-dividing

content that generated offensive comments. [Radio

Free Asia]
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Vietnam: Shoppers spend nearly USD 32

million daily online

(wn) Vietnamese shoppers spent nearly VND 800

billion (USD 31.6 million) daily on the top five e-

commerce platforms in the first half of the year. Sales

on Shopee, Lazada, Tiki, Sendo, and TikTok Shop

totaled VND 143.9 trillion (USD 5.76 billion),

representing a 54.91 percent rise from the previous

year, according to e-commerce data tracker Metric.

TikTok Shop and Shopee experienced significant

growth, with sales increasing by 150.5 percent and

65.9 percent, respectively.

The report noted that consumers prioritized affordable

products due to economic uncertainties, benefiting

TikTok Shop, which specializes in low-value items and

offers various discounts via livestreaming, leading to a

240 percent increase in the number of items sold.

Despite the sales growth, the number of sellers on

these platforms decreased by 7.54 percent to 573,800,

attributed to increasing competition and the need to

offer discounts to attract customers. The market also

faces challenges from counterfeit goods and products

of unverified origin, prompting raids by market

regulators. [Vietnam Express]

Vietnam: Finance ministry proposes new

credit regulations on related-party

transactions

(wn) The Ministry of Finance (MoF) in Vietnam has

proposed new regulations to determine related-party

transactions between enterprises and credit

institutions, aimed at combating transfer pricing. This

proposal is part of a draft decree amending and

supplementing Decree No. 132/2020/NĐ-CP, which

regulates tax management for enterprises with related

transactions.

Key points of the proposal include defining a related

party of a credit institution as an enterprise that

directly or indirectly holds at least 20 percent of the

charter capital of the credit institution. Additionally, if

both enterprises have at least 25 percent of the

owner's capital contribution held directly or indirectly

by a third party, or both have at least 20 percent of the

charter capital held by a third party, they are

considered related.
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The draft decree also suggests that the State Bank of

Vietnam (SBV) should provide information to tax

authorities when required, including details on foreign

loans, debt repayments, loan turnover, interest rates,

and payment periods. This coordination aims to

improve the identification of related-party

transactions.

The proposed amendments align with the newly-

issued Law on Credit Institutions, which took effect this

month. The law aims to enhance legal frameworks in

the banking sector, support the restructuring of the

banking system, ensure safe banking operations, and

increase transparency according to international

standards and practices. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Coal mine collapse kills five in

Quang Ninh province

(lm) Five coal miners died after a coal mine in Quang

Ninh province, northern Vietnam, collapsed on July 29.

The victims, aged between 23 and 47, were employees

of a unit of the state-owned coal mining company

Vinacomin. An investigation into the cause of the

accident is underway.

This incident is part of a broader issue, as coal mining

accidents are not uncommon in Vietnam, which relies

heavily on fossil fuels for power generation. In April, a

gas explosion at another Vinacomin-run mine resulted

in four deaths and seven injuries. [CNA]

Vietnam: Government considers reducing

working hours to boost worker well-being,

productivity

(wn) The Vietnam General Confederation of Labour

(VGCL) has proposed reducing the standard working

week to below 48 hours. The Ministry of Labour,

Invalids, and Social Affairs (MoLISA) supports the idea,

recognizing its potential positive socioeconomic

impacts and has called for thorough research to

ensure feasibility.

Experts agree that reducing working hours

necessitates improvements in productivity, wages, and

living standards. However, many Vietnamese

manufacturing enterprises, which rely on cheap labor

and lack investment in modern technology, face

challenges in achieving this. [Vietnam News]
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Vietnam: Kon Tum province in Central

Highlands experiences 32 earthquakes in

two days

(wn) Kon Tum, a province in the Central Highlands

region of Vietnam, experienced 21 earthquakes on July

28, followed by 11 tremors on July 29. The strongest

earthquake, with a magnitude of 5.0 on the Richter

scale, caused damage to public buildings and

residential homes. From 2021 to August 2022, the area

experienced nearly 200 new earthquakes. [Vietnam

Express]

Vietnam: Foreign direct investment inflow

increases by 10.9 percent from January to

July

(wn) Foreign direct investment (FDI) in Vietnam

increased by 10.9 percent to over USD 18 billion from

January to July 2024, according to the Foreign

Investment Agency. Of this amount, USD 12.55 billion

has been disbursed, marking an 8.4 percent rise. The

average capital per project stood at USD 5.9 million,

higher than the previous year.

New FDI flow totaled USD 10.76 billion, a 35.6 percent

increase, and additional capital reached USD 4.97

billion, up 19.4 percent. However, foreign investment

through capital contributions and stake purchases

decreased by 45.2 percent to USD 2.27 billion.

The processing and manufacturing industry led with

USD 12.65 billion, accounting for 70.3 percent of total

FDI, a 15.7 percent increase. The real estate sector

followed with USD 2.87 billion, up 78 percent, and

wholesale and retail businesses with USD 740.5

million.

Among 91 countries investing in Vietnam, Singapore

was the largest investor with USD 6.52 billion, a 79.1

percent increase, followed by Hong Kong with USD

2.19 billion, more than double the previous year's

amount. Kyrgyzstan entered as a new investor with a

USD 5 million project.

Bắc Ninh was the top investment destination,

attracting nearly USD 3.2 billion, more than triple the

previous year's amount. Quảng Ninh and Ho Chi Minh

City followed with USD 1.56 billion and USD 1.55

billion, respectively. [Vietnam News]
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Vietnam: Consumer Price Index increases

by 0.48 percent in July following base

salary hikes

(wn) In July 2024, Vietnam's consumer price index (CPI)

rose by 0.48 percent, driven by increased domestic

petrol prices, higher demand for electricity, and

elevated health insurance premiums. This followed a

30 percent base salary increase effective from the

beginning of the month. Compared to December 2023,

the CPI increased by 1.89 percent, and it rose by 4.12

percent year-on-year for January to July.

Ten out of eleven categories of goods and services saw

price increases, with the notable exception of

telecommunications services. Significant contributors

to the rise included a 3.77 percent increase in the

"other goods and services" category due to higher

health insurance premiums, and a 1.45 percent rise in

transportation services linked to diesel and petrol price

hikes.

Core inflation, which excludes food, electricity,

healthcare services, and petrol prices, increased by

2.73 percent compared to the same period last year.

Gold prices saw a slight monthly decline but rose

significantly year-on-year. [Vietnam News]
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(dql) From July 24-27, ASEAN chair Laos hosted the

57th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (AMM) and

related gatherings in Vientiane. The event featured 25

ministerial meetings focusing on regional community

building, economic integration, and security. Key

discussions included the forthcoming ASEAN

Community Vision 2045, aimed at enhancing regional

integration, economic cooperation, political stability,

socio-cultural development, sustainability, and

innovation.

The ministers addressed global issues, including the

situation in Myanmar, the Korean peninsula, the South

China Sea, Ukraine, and the Middle East. They

emphasized reinforcing ASEAN unity and centrality in

dealings with external partners to foster mutual trust

and create an inclusive regional architecture.

A significant outcome was the reaffirmation of ASEAN's

commitment to engage nuclear-armed states – China,

France, Russia, the UK, and the US – in joining the

Protocol to the Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free

Zone Treaty (SEANWFZ). Timor-Leste’s accession to the

treaty was also approved, marking a step towards its

full ASEAN membership.

The AMM noted increasing interest from non-regional

countries in joining the Treaty of Amity and

Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC), with Algeria,

Finland, Luxembourg, Spain, and Mexico expected to

accede soon. ASEAN foreign ministers engaged in 11

Post-Ministerial Conferences with counterparts from

dialogue partners, including Australia, Canada, China,

the European Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, South

Korea, Russia, the United States, and the United

Kingdom. These meetings reviewed progress in trade,

investment, connectivity, food and energy security,

youth, tourism, and people-to-people exchanges.

Laos, in collaboration with Japan, South Korea, and the

US, hosted three key ministerial meetings under the

Mekong framework: the 15th Mekong-Japan Foreign

Ministers’ Meeting, the 12th Mekong-ROK Foreign

Ministers’ Meeting, and the 3rd Mekong-US

Partnership Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. These focused

on reviewing past cooperation and discussing future

collaboration directions. [The Laotian Times] [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Laos]

ASEAN diplomatic talks in Laos on

Myanmar and South China Sea tensions

(rl) Last week foreign ministers from the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) convened in
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Vientiane, Laos (see article above), to discuss the

escalating civil war in Myanmar and the ongoing

territorial disputes in the South China Sea, among

others. High-level diplomats from the United States,

China, and Russia were also attending the talks.

The meeting, chaired by Lao Foreign Minister

Saleumxay Kommasith, emphasized the need for

ASEAN unity and centrality in addressing rapid

geopolitical and economic changes. Kommasith

praised the collective efforts of ASEAN members and

partners in promoting peace and stability.

The violence in Myanmar remains a focal point, with

ASEAN struggling to implement its "five-point

consensus" peace plan, which calls for an immediate

cessation of violence and dialogue among all parties.

Despite ASEAN's efforts, Myanmar's military junta has

largely ignored these calls, leading to questions about

ASEAN's effectiveness in mediating the conflict.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi were present, both seeking to

expand their countries' influence in the region. Blinken

criticized China's actions in the South China Sea,

highlighting "escalatory and unlawful actions" against

the Philippines.

The Philippines has been in a longstanding territorial

dispute with China over parts of the South China Sea,

through which trillions of dollars of trade pass

annually. Other ASEAN members, including Vietnam,

Malaysia, and Brunei, also have conflicts with China

over maritime claims. [See AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1]

The Philippine government, critical of ASEAN's support,

reached a rare deal with China to de-escalate tensions

in the South China Sea, with Philippines Secretary of

Foreign Affairs Enrique Manalo and China's Wang

agreeing to honor a provisional agreement.

The discussions also covered economic cooperation

and the humanitarian crisis in Myanmar, where the

military rulers have been urged to end the civil war and

follow ASEAN's peace plan. Australian Foreign Minister

Penny Wong called for an end to the conflict in

Myanmar, emphasizing the suffering caused by the

instability.

Both the US and China are keen on expanding their

influence in the region, with recent confrontations

between Chinese and Filipino forces in the South China

Sea illustrating the ongoing tensions (see AiR No. 29,

July/2024, 3).

ASEAN has been working with China on a code of

conduct for the South China Sea to manage these
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disputes, which is expected to be a significant part of

the talks in Vientiane. [Aljazeera] [AP] [CNN]

Deep divisions among Asia-Pacific nations

over Russia’s war at East Asia summit

(rl) Deep divisions among Asia-Pacific nations surfaced

as foreign ministers met on July 27 at the East Asia

summit and discussed Russia's protracted invasion of

Ukraine and China's growing maritime assertiveness in

nearby waters as well as North Korea's missile and

nuclear development was also discussed, the Japanese

government said.

The meeting took place as tensions between the

United States and its security allies and what they call

autocratic countries, such as Russia, China, and North

Korea, have been escalating, sparking concerns that

the world could be divided into two groups. Japanese

Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, U.S. Secretary of

State Antony Blinken, as well as Russian and Chinese

foreign ministers, Sergey Lavrov and Wang Yi, attended

the gathering on the final day of a series of ASEAN-

related ministerial meetings in Laos. The foreign

ministers of all ASEAN member states, except for

military-ruled Myanmar, took part, too. [Bangkok Post]

[Kyodo News]

Kamikawa expressed "serious concerns" about military

cooperation between Russia and North Korea,

condemning Moscow's aggression against Ukraine as a

"clear violation of the U.N. Charter." [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Lavrov, for his part, maintained that "ASEAN countries

do not want to enter into direct confrontation with the

Americans and their allies," but they "see the threats

associated with" NATO's penetration in the region.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia]

India, Japan, Australia, United States hold

Quad talks on maritime and cyber

security amid China concerns

(lm/iz/rl) Top diplomats from member states of the

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, a strategic security

dialogue between Japan, the United States., Australia,

and India, met in Tokyo on July 29 to discuss maritime

safety and cybersecurity in the Indo-Pacific region amid

increasing tensions with China. The meeting, hosted by

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, included
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Australian

Foreign Minister Penny Wong, and Indian External

Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. The talks

focused on countering cyberattacks, disinformation,

and ensuring maritime security, while also supporting

other regional countries in these areas.

Kamikawa emphasized the need for unity and

cooperation among the Quad nations to maintain a

rules-based, free, and open international order,

particularly in light of escalating tensions and

cyberattacks attributed to China. The discussions also

addressed China’s assertiveness in the South China

Sea, its military expansion, and its claims over Taiwan.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

Australian Foreign Minister Wong highlighted the

challenging circumstances in the region and the

Quad's commitment to a region governed by accepted

rules and norms. The ministers also discussed global

issues such as Russia’s war in Ukraine and conflicts in

the Middle East, stressing the importance of resolving

these while maintaining focus on the Indo-Pacific.

The discussions also touched upon on China's

extensive claims over the South China Sea, a critical

maritime trade route, which have led to increasing

tensions with many Asia-Pacific nations. They also

addressed China's claim over Taiwan, which it views as

a territory to be annexed by force if necessary.

The meeting followed a Japan-U.S. “2+2” security

meeting, where both countries identified China as the

"greatest strategic challenge" and agreed to deepen

military cooperation and enhance Japanese production

and repair of U.S.-licensed weapons. [EuroNews] [abs

news]

US and Canadian jets intercept Russian

and Chinese bombers near Alaska

(rl) On July 24, US and Canadian fighter jets intercepted

four Russian and Chinese bombers flying in

international airspace near Alaska, marking the first

time Chinese military aircraft have been intercepted in

this area. The North American Aerospace Defense

Command (NORAD), a combined organization of the

U.S. and Canada, reported that two Russian TU-95 and

two Chinese H-6 military aircraft were detected,

tracked, and intercepted within the Alaska Air Defense

Identification Zone (ADIZ) on July 24, 2024. This zone

extends 150 miles from the US coastline, requiring

aircraft to identify themselves.
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NORAD confirmed that the aircraft remained in

international airspace and posed no immediate threat,

but it continues to monitor such activities closely. The

U.S. Department of Defense noted China's growing

military presence and cooperation with Russia in the

Arctic, emphasizing concerns over new shipping lanes

and commercial ventures in the region. [NORAD] [abc

News] [Aljazeera]

Although such intercepts of Russian bombers are not

unusual, this joint Russian-Chinese flight was

unprecedented. It came only days after the US

Department of Defense released on July 22 its 2024

Arctic Strategy which announced that the U.S. would

expand its military readiness and surveillance in the

Arctic citing increasing economic and military

cooperation between non-Arctic nation China and

Russia in the region (see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4).

Earlier this month, Beijing and Moscow launched the

Arctic Express No. 1 rail-sea cargo service, which may

become a new shipping route channel for global trade.

It is expected to transport cargo from Moscow to

Arkhangelsk by rail, and then by sea to China's west

coast, covering 13,200 kilometres in 20-25 days. An

agreement between China’s NewNew Shipping and

Russia’s Rosatom will see the construction of five

ARC7-class polar container vessels, with the first

operational by 2027, facilitating year-round shipping

(see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4).

Meanwhile, Canada, the US, and Finland announced

during the NATO summit in Washington, held on July 9-

11, the trilateral Icebreaker Collaboration Effort (ICE)

Pact, citing the “enduring importance of the region to

our collective economic, climate, and national

security.” Under this agreement, the three nations will

work together to build up to 90 polar icebreaker ships

“and other Arctic and polar capabilities in each of our

respective countries by sharing expertise, information,

and capabilities,” aimed at providing the capability for

like-minded nations to uphold international rules,

norms, and standards to sustain peace and stability in

the Arctic and Antarctic regions for generations to

come.” [Government, Canada] [AiR No. 29, July/2024,

3).

The developments are indicative of the growing

geopolitical importance the Arctic region is assuming

amid the convergence of climate change and

intensifying great power rivalry. [Modern Diplomacy]

[Geopolitical Monitor]
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India increases annual grant for Nepal, Sri

Lanka

(lm) India has increased its annual grant to Nepal,

allocating INR 11.2 billion (USD 134.4 million) for the

fiscal year 2024-25. This is an increase of INR 2.4 billion

(USD 28.8 million) from the previous year's grant of INR

8.8 billion (USD 105.6 million). Among South Asian

countries, Nepal's grant is the second highest after

Bhutan, which received INR 20.6 billion (USD 247.2

million). Sri Lanka's allocation has also increased to INR

3.84 billion (USD 46.08 million), while Afghanistan and

the Maldives' allocations remain unchanged at INR 2.3

billion (USD 27.6 million) and INR 6.4 billion (USD 76.8

million), respectively. [The Kathmandu Post]

Japan, US, South Korea sign document to

cement trilateral cooperation

(rl) On July 28, Japan, the United States, and South

Korea have formalized their trilateral defense ties by

signing a memorandum to sustain policy consultations,

information-sharing, and joint exercises. This move

addresses threats from North Korea's nuclear and

missile programs and China's growing assertiveness.

Japanese Defense Minister Minoru Kihara, US Defense

Secretary Lloyd Austin, and South Korean Defense

Minister Shin Won Sik signed the memorandum, which

includes annual ministerial meetings and real-time

sharing of information on North Korean missiles. The

agreement, effective immediately, aims to solidify

cooperation despite changing international

circumstances.

The trilateral partnership has strengthened since the

leaders' meeting at Camp David last August (see AiR

No. 34, August/2023, 4). Recent developments include

concerns over the military cooperation between North

Korea and Russia amid Russia's ongoing war in

Ukraine. The upcoming U.S. presidential election is also

significant, with potential changes in foreign policy if

former President Donald Trump returns to office.

In a joint statement, the defense ministers expressed

grave concern over North Korea's increasing military

and economic cooperation with Moscow and

reiterated their commitment to deterring nuclear and

missile threats. They also opposed unilateral changes

to the status quo in the Indo-Pacific, particularly in

response to China's activities in the East and South

China seas.
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U.S. Defense Secretary Austin highlighted the

commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific, while

South Korean Defense Minister Shin emphasized the

importance of trilateral cooperation against North

Korean threats. The next trilateral meeting will be held

in South Korea next year, continuing efforts to

maintain robust defense ties. [Defense One] [Kyodo

News]

Japan sees the G20 reaffirmation of forex

commitments as key achievement

(rl) Japan has highlighted the reaffirmation of

commitments against excessive foreign exchange

volatility as a significant achievement in the latest G20

joint communique, according to Finance Minister

Shunichi Suzuki.

Speaking after the G20 finance ministers and central

bank governors meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Suzuki

emphasized the importance of including these forex

commitments to mitigate adverse economic impacts.

The reaffirmation acknowledges that excessive

volatility or disorderly movements in exchange rates

can have detrimental effects on economic and financial

stability. Japan's top currency diplomat, Masato Kanda,

noted that Japan advocated for these commitments to

avoid sending misleading signals to the market.

While a weaker yen benefits exports, it also raises

import costs and affects consumption negatively. This

week, the yen saw a sharp rally from 38-year lows,

ahead of the Bank of Japan's meeting next week,

driven by market participants unwinding their long-

held bets against the currency. Calls for the BOJ to

clarify its rate hike plan have increased to prevent

further depreciation of the yen.

During the G20 meeting, Suzuki also met with U.S.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen. They discussed various

topics, including Russia, taxation, and markets, but

there were no major issues regarding foreign exchange

that required urgent attention, according to Kanda.

[Kyodo News] [The Japan Times] [Reuters] [The Straits

Times]

Mongolia conducts multilateral

peacekeeping exercise

(to) The "Khaan Quest 2024" multinational

peacekeeping exercise, which runs until August 9, is
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currently ongoing at the Tavan Tolgoi (Five Hills)

Training Facility outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. The

exercise, which began on July 27, aims to strengthen

military trust and defense cooperation between the

Mongolian Armed Forces, the US Army Pacific

Command, and participating nations.

Other goals include the enhancement of the

peacekeeping capacity of the Mongolian Armed Forces

and the improvement of multinational cooperation in

peacekeeping operations.

Initially a bilateral event between the US and

Mongolian armed forces in 2003, it evolved into a

multinational exercise from 2006 onwards. This year’s

exercise includes 460 participants from 20 countries,

featuring training groups and platoons from Australia,

China, India, Japan, the US, the UK, and others.

[Montsame]

South Korea mentioned as possible

member of Quad working group

(jf) The US Department of State has revealed in a press

briefing on July 23, that South Korea is viewed as a

potential future partner for collaboration with specific

working groups of the Quad, noting that such

discussions are ongoing within the group.

South Korea has shown interest in collaborating with

Quad working groups on issues like climate change

and emerging technologies.

However, the State Department also mentioned that

"we are not quite there yet," indicating that no

definitive progress has been made on Seoul’s

participation in Quad working group collaborations.

[The Korea Herald]

US, UK, and South Korea issue advisory

regarding activities of Nort Korean

cybergroups

(jf)  On July 26, South Korea's cybersecurity authority, in

collaboration with its U.S. and British counterparts, has

issued a joint advisory warning against a North Korean

cyber group's espionage campaign targeting classified

information in the defense, aerospace, nuclear, and

engineering sectors.
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The advisory was released by South Korea's National

Intelligence Service (NIS) and National Police Agency,

the U.S. National Security Agency, Britain's National

Cyber Security Centre, and other related authorities,

according to the National Cyber Security Center under

the NIS.

The authorities identified the cyber group, known as

Andariel and operating under North Korea's

Reconnaissance General Bureau – the intelligence

agency that manages the state's clandestine

operations – as targeting global defense, aerospace,

nuclear, and engineering entities to obtain sensitive

technical information and intellectual property. This

stolen information is used to advance North Korea's

military and nuclear capabilities.

Andariel exploits software vulnerabilities in web

servers to deploy web shells, gain access, and then

conduct malware and phishing attacks to extract

information, the authorities explained.

The advisory recommends that critical infrastructure

organizations enhance their monitoring efforts and

strengthen their cyber protection systems.

Additionally, it was noted that Andariel funds its

espionage activities through ransomware attacks on

U.S. healthcare entities.

In an earlier move, on July 24 (U.S. time), the U.S. State

Department announced a reward of up to USD 10

million for information on Rim Jong-hyok, a North

Korean national associated with Andariel, accusing him

of targeting America's critical infrastructure, including

hospitals, government entities, and defense

contractors. U.S. law enforcement investigators have

documented that Andariel actors victimized five

healthcare providers, four U.S.-based defense

contractors, two U.S. Air Force bases, and NASA,

according to the department. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea conducts K9 howitzer

training program for Australian, Polish,

and Egyptian forces

(jf) On July 25, South Korea has initiated an education

program on the K9 self-propelled howitzer for military

personnel from Australia, Poland, and Egypt, the Army

announced.

The three-week program, which began on July 9, aims

to enhance the countries' operational understanding

of South Korean weapons systems, according to the

Army. A total of 14 personnel from the three countries
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are participating in the program, receiving training on

the K9's operation and maintenance at the Army's

Artillery School in Jangseong, located 250 kilometers

south of Seoul.

After completing their training at the Artillery School,

the troops will engage in combined live-fire drills with

South Korean personnel, the Army said.

To date, nine countries have signed agreements to

operate the K9 howitzer, with Romania being latest

purchasing country earlier this month (see AiR No. 29,

July/2024, 3). The K9 howitzer is a 155mm/52 calibre

self-propelled howitzer developed by South Korean

company Hanwha Techwin and is designed to provide

effective and deep fire support in all kinds of

battlefields. [Army Technology]

The Army also plans to launch additional education

programs for foreign troops on other South Korean

weapons systems, including a program on the K2 main

battle tank scheduled for November. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea urges international

community to send "unified message"

against North Korea’s nuclear weapons

(jf) South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul has

underscored the need for a "united message" against

North Korea's nuclear development program at last

week’s ASEAN Plus Three Foreign Ministers’ meeting in

Laos. 

In his address Cho warned that North Korea's

“provocations” and military cooperation with Russia

are creating uncertainties on the Korean Peninsula and

in the region and highlighted the importance of

trilateral cooperation among Seoul, Tokyo, and Beijing

in promoting collaboration among ASEAN Plus Three

members. [The Korea Heralds]

Taiwan’s Vice President welcomes global

parliamentarians for the Inter-

Parliamentary Alliance on China (IPAC)

Summit

(jp) Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim on July 29 welcomed

parliamentarians from around the world to Taipei for

the annual meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance

on China (IPAC). Established in 2020, IPAC is a coalition
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of over 250 lawmakers from 35 democratic countries

and the European Parliament, focused on addressing

the PRC's influence on global democracy, human

rights, and the rule of law. Hsiao emphasized the

shared mission of protecting democracy, peace, and

prosperity, highlighting the challenges Taiwan faces

from Beijing's military expansion and coercion tactics.

IPAC's fourth annual summit will take place on July 30

and July 31, with 48 lawmakers from 24 countries

across five continents participating. The summit's

agenda will prioritize cross-strait stability, featuring

contributions from Taiwanese government officials

and global experts. The event marks the largest

parliamentary delegation to visit Taiwan in an official

capacity.

Both Taiwan's ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) and the opposition Taiwan People's Party will

attend the summit. DPP Legislator Fan Yun urged

Kuomintang (KMT) members to join, stressing

bipartisan support for international parliamentary

engagement. KMT caucus deputy secretary-general Lin

Szu-ming said the party wouldn't obstruct members

from attending, though the KMT has typically refrained

from sending official delegations to IPAC events.

Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomed the

summit and confirmed that President Lai Ching-te will

deliver an address at the event. [Focus Taiwan]

On July 28, IPAC issued a press statement criticizing

China for allegedly pressuring its members to avoid

traveling to Taiwan for the alliance's summit. The

group claimed that PRC embassies in various countries

contacted IPAC members in a "clear attempt to

intimidate and dissuade" them from attending the

event in Taiwan. [IPAC]

Pakistan does not believe in zero-sum

game in foreign policy

(tj) According to the Foreign Office spokesperson,

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, Pakistan does not believe in

situations where relations with one country can be

sacrificed on the altar of relations with another,

stressing that there is no zero-sum game.

For Pakistan, relations with the United States and

relations with China are both important.

Pakistan considers China an all-weather strategic

cooperative partner, and Pakistan will continue to

strengthen this relationship. At the same time,

Pakistan values its close relationship with the United
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States and believes in constructive engagement.

Pakistan desires to develop this relationship on the

basis of sovereign equality, mutual respect and non-

interference in each other’s domestic affairs. [Dawn]

Pakistan to complete road network to

China, Central Asia to promote trade

(ss/lm) Pakistan announced plans to complete a road

network connecting it with China and Central Asian

countries to promote trade and investment, according

to Privatization Minister Abdul Aleem Khan. This

initiative is part of Pakistan's strategy to position itself

as a trade and transit hub, enhancing regional

connectivity and economic growth.

The country recently invited Central Asian states to join

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a USD 65

billion project focused on energy and infrastructure.

This corridor aims to facilitate easier transportation of

goods from landlocked Central Asian countries to

global markets. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan, Turkmenistan agree to accelerate gas pipeline

project connecting Afghanistan, India

In related developments, Pakistan and Turkmenistan

agreed to accelerate a significant pipeline project that

will enable the Central Asian nation to supply natural

gas to Pakistan and India via Afghanistan. The

agreement was reached during a meeting between

Pakistan's Federal Minister for Petroleum, Musadik

Malik, and Turkmenistan’s Foreign Affairs Minister,

Rasit Meredow, who arrived for a two-day visit to

Islamabad on July 23 to co-chair the third round of

bilateral political consultation held in Islamabad on July

24. [Radio Pakistan]

The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI)

pipeline will start from Galkynysh, the world’s second-

largest gas field, and end at Fazilka, an Indian city near

the Pakistan border. The project will allow

Turkmenistan to supply about 33 billion cubic meters

(bcm) of natural gas annually over a distance of more

than 1,800 kilometers. [Arab News 2]

Prime Minister Sharif pledges ‘full support’ for Economic

Cooperation Organization

Additionally, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

reaffirmed Islamabad’s commitment to supporting the

Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) on July 25.

The ECO, founded by Pakistan, Iran, and Turkey in
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1964, aims to promote economic cooperation among

member states in West, South, and Central Asia.

During a meeting with the outgoing ECO Secretary-

General Khusrav Noziri, Sharif emphasized Pakistan's

dedication to enhancing intra-regional trade and

supporting ECO reforms. He also expressed pride in

the incoming ECO Secretary-General, Asad Majeed

Khan, Pakistan’s former foreign secretary. [Arab News

3]

Pakistan backs goal of USD 2 trillion intra-Commonwealth

trade by 2030

In a related development, Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq

Dar on July 29 expressed Pakistan’s support for the

Commonwealth's goal to boost intra-Commonwealth

trade to USD 2 trillion by 2030, as the country seeks to

establish itself as a regional trade hub. Dar reiterated

Islamabad’s support during a meeting with

Commonwealth Secretary General Patricia Scotland,

who was on a five-day visit to Pakistan. Discussions

during the meeting focused on climate change, women

and youth empowerment, development, education,

and the Commonwealth Connectivity Agenda for Trade

and Investment (CCA). [Arab News]

Pakistan approves free visas for 126

countries to boost business, tourism

(lm) Pakistan has approved free visas for 126 countries

to enhance business and tourism, a decision that aims

to attract foreign investment, increase trade

opportunities, and boost the country's foreign

exchange reserves. [Arab News]

Cambodia’s foreign minister calls for

signing of SEA Nuclear-Free Treaty

Protocol

(to) Cambodian Foreign Minister Sok Chenda Sophea

called for increased efforts to encourage nuclear-

weapon states to sign the Southeast Asia Nuclear-

Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) Treaty Protocol during a

meeting of the SEANWFZ commission.

The meeting, held on the sidelines of the ASEAN

foreign ministers’ gathering on July 24, 2024,

reaffirmed commitments to keep Southeast Asia free

of nuclear weapons and emphasized the importance of

fully implementing the SEANWFZ Treaty. Participants
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also supported Timor-Leste’s accession to the treaty,

aligning with ASEAN’s goal of regional peace and

security. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia attends ASEAN meetings,

urging nuclear disarmament, Gaza

support, and food security

(si) Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi

attended the 57th ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting in

Vientiane, Laos, on July 24.

During the gathering, she urged ASEAN to intensify

global efforts for nuclear disarmament due to declining

commitments from nuclear-armed nations at the

Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone

Commission meeting. Marsudi highlighted the

abandonment of key international agreements like the

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and the

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty by nuclear

powers, which threatens regional stability, including in

Southeast Asia.

She emphasized ASEAN's unwavering commitment to a

nuclear weapons-free region and called for

collaboration with other nuclear-free zones and

support for training programs with OPANAL, a Latin

American and Caribean organization that promotes

nuclear disarmament. The Southeast Asia Nuclear-

Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) Commission meeting

also endorsed Timor-Leste's accession to the SEANWFZ

Treaty, expected to be finalized this year, and

acknowledged the progress in implementing the

SEANWFZ Treaty Action Plan for 2023-2027. [Antara 1]

Marsudi also praised the signing of the Beijing

Declaration by various Palestinian factions (see AiR No.

30, July/2024, 4) as a positive step toward national

reconciliation and unity. She stressed the importance

of Palestinian unity amid the ongoing Gaza conflict and

highlighted Indonesia's consistent emphasis on

reconciliation in discussions with Palestinian groups.

The agreement, signed by 14 factions including Fatah

and Hamas, aims to establish an interim national

reconciliation government for Gaza.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi reiterated that the

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is the sole

legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,

emphasizing the need for international support in the

reconciliation process. [Antara 2]

At the ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers' Meeting in

Vientiane, Laos, on July 25, Indonesia emphasized the
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need for strengthened food and maritime cooperation.

Marsudi highlighted the ongoing challenge of food

security exacerbated by the pandemic and global

conflicts. She urged ASEAN and India to implement last

year's Joint Leaders' Statement on Strengthening Food

Security and Nutrition in Response to Crises.

In the maritime sector, Marsudi advocated for peaceful

cooperation and the practical application of the

ASEAN-India Joint Statement on Maritime Cooperation.

She also proposed creating an action plan for ASEAN-

IORA cooperation. The Indian Ocean Rim Association

(IORA) is an international organization aimed at

strengthening regional cooperation and sustainable

development within the Indian Ocean region which

Indonesia is a member of along with other 22 member

states. [Antara 3]

Indonesia condemns Israel's move against

UNRWA

(si) Indonesia strongly condemned Israel's legislative

efforts to label the United Nations Relief and Works

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

(UNRWA) as a terrorist organization on the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs’ social media on July 24.

Previously, the Knesset passed three bills in their first

reading that would ban UNRWA activities in Israel,

revoke immunity for its personnel, and classify the

agency as a terrorist group.

The Indonesian foreign ministry emphasized that these

actions undermine the rights of Palestinian refugees

and urged the international community to defend

UNRWA's humanitarian mission, which is crucial for

millions of Palestinians. It reiterated Indonesia's

unwavering support for UNRWA, insisting that the

agency must continue to fulfill its mandate according

to international law and relevant UN resolutions.

In response to Israel's actions, other countries,

including Palestine, Turkey, and Jordan, have also

voiced strong condemnation. Indonesia, a steadfast

supporter of Palestinian rights, reaffirmed its

commitment to UNRWA during a recent pledging

conference at the UN Headquarters. The country

pledged to increase its regular contribution by USD 1.2

million and provide an additional USD 2 million grant

for the UNRWA Flash Appeal from April to December.

Indonesia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that

Israel's systematic efforts to dismantle UNRWA are

unacceptable, and the international community must
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support the agency's vital humanitarian work. The

proposed bills will now be moved to the Knesset's

Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee for further

consideration. [Antara]

Malaysia applies to join BRICS 

(oc) On July 28, Malaysian Prime Anwar Ibrahim

Malaysia revealed that his country applied for

membership in BRICS at a meeting with Russian

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. The meeting took place

during Lavrov's two-day visit to Malaysia.

Anwar emphasized the potential benefits of Malaysia's

BRICS membership, highlighting the commitment to

fostering robust international collaboration.

The discussions between Anwar and Lavrov also

focused on enhancing bilateral cooperation in key

areas such as investment and trade, science and

technology, agriculture, defense, education, tourism,

and culture.

The two leaders also addressed the situation in

Palestine, advocating for a permanent cease-fire,

immediate humanitarian relief, and Palestine's

recognition as a full member of the United Nations.

Regarding the conflict in Ukraine, Malaysia reiterated

its support for dialogue and diplomatic efforts as the

path to a sustainable resolution. [Business Today]

[Bernama]

Nations further unite in support of

Palestine after ICJ decision

(oc) Nation’s across the Global South further united

towards the Palestinian cause, after the decision by the

International Court of Justice (ICJ) on July 24. The

Minister of Communications in Malaysia, Fahmi Fadzil,

said the nation will get in touch with other powers to

reinforce support from the International Forum and

the United Nations General Assembly.

This comes after the ICJ’s condemnation of Israel’s

settlement in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Ultimately, they said Israel should end its illegal

occupation of those areas and the Gaza strip. In ICJ’s

view Israel has violated international law, most

specifically article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention

which says mass deportations are prohibited. [Malay

Mail] [UN]
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Fahmi, spurred on by ICJ, has promised to contact

Indonesia, Brunei and organizations that support the

Palestinian cause like the Gulf Cooperation Council and

Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

Wider solidarity for Palestine was displayed across Asia

earlier this month when the Beijing Declaration (see

AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4) united 14 different Palestinian

factions. China’s role in setting up this agreement,

suggests their increasing influence in the Middle East

as well as their commitment to protecting powers

across the world. Fahmi welcomed the declaration and

hoped this marked a new understanding that could

generate peace in the future. [Global Times]

Nations across Asia appear committed to Palestine and

in the case of Malaysia are deeply outspoken about

this. Fahmi attempt to produce consensus in the

Southeast Asian region works in tangent with their

praise towards China’s efforts in the struggle in the

Middle East.

Myanmar crisis looms as top agenda at

ASEAN foreign minister meeting

(tl) ASEAN foreign ministers met in Laos last week as

they seek to advance a stalled bid to resolve a crisis in

Myanmar.

Myanmar junta has been barred from high-level ASEAN

meetings and has been unable to implement a five-

point peace plan with ASEAN. The military's readiness

to re-engage diplomatically is a sign of its "weakened

position". ASEAN has made diplomatic efforts to

resolve the crisis, but with little success. According to

the UN source, the conflict in Myanmar has forced 2.7

million people from their homes since the coup in

2021.

Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines have called for

tougher action against the junta, which has called into

question the ASEAN's legitimacy and the feasibility of a

peace plan agreed upon months after a coup in 2021.

It's not clear how far further former bloc chair

Indonesia's outreach to Myanmar's generals and

armed opposition has advanced, if at all, under Laos's

leadership.

Malaysia's foreign ministry said perspectives were

exchanged on moving it forward while Indonesian

diplomat Ngurah Swajaya, who attended the meeting,

said to ensure the continuity of the plan on delivering

humanitarian aid and "pushing for inclusive national

dialogue" for Myanmar crisis.
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Indonesia foreign minister Retno Marsudi made the

remarks after meeting her Singaporean counterpart on

the sidelines of ASEAN meeting. Both Singapore and

Indonesia have criticized the junta's power grab, which

has divided the ASEAN bloc. ASEAN, which includes

Myanmar, has led diplomatic efforts to resolve the

crisis but has made little progress. Myanmar's generals

have yet to make any meaningful counterattack

following an offensive by ethnic armed groups in

October that seized swaths of territory in northern

Shan State of Myanmar along the China border.

ASEAN Foreign ministers are struggling to agree on a

common position on Myanmar for the meeting's

communique, with a draft ASEAN communique stating

that ministers strongly condemned the continued

violence. Australia's foreign minister, Penny Wong, has

called Myanmar's military junta to "take a different

path" from its crackdown on dissent, stating the

situation in the war-torn country is "not sustainable."

[The Straits Times][The Irrawaddy] [The Reuters]

[Channel News Asia][The Diplomats]

QUAD foreign minister meeting expresses

concerns over Myanmar

(tl) The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD)

including United States, Australia, Japan and India,

have expressed concern over the deteriorating security

and humanitarian situation in Myanmar. The current

conflicts and instability in Myanmar, including the

situation in Rakhine state, have a negative impact on

peace and security in the region, according to a

statement after the meeting of foreign ministers of the

QUAD group in Tokyo, Japan

The group has urged access to secure humanitarian

aid, the release of those wrongfully detained, and

immediate violence. They also urge a return to

inclusive democracy and support the ASEAN Chairman

and Special Envoy to Myanmar in accordance with the

ASEAN five points consensus on Myanmar.

The group also expressed concern over the rise of

transnational crime, including illegal drug trade and

human trafficking. They have appealed to the Military

administration to prevent the importation of jet fuel

and military equipment and promise to continue

providing long-term support to the people of

Myanmar. [Voice of America] [The financial express]

[NHK News]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-jul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-jur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-juy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-juj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-jut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-jui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-jud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-juh/


Philippine, Vietnam coast guards in talks

for first joint drills

(rr) The Philippine and Vietnam coastguards are in

discussions for their first-ever joint drills, the latest in a

series of steps between Southeast Asian neighbors

towards a peaceful settlement of maritime disputes.

Delegates from the Vietnam coastguard, along with a

2,400-ton vessel, are anticipated to arrive in Manila in

August to finalize plans for a joint exercise on search-

and-rescue and fire-and-explosion prevention. The

closer cooperation between the two countries occurs

as Manila and Hanoi face increasing aggression from

China over territorial disputes in strategic waterway.

The planned exercises between Hanoi and Manila

follow a memorandum of understanding for their

coastguards, signed by Philippine President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr. during his visit to Hanoi in January, when he

referred to Vietnam as the "sole strategic partner of

the Philippines."  Additionally, defense officials from

the Philippines and Vietnam will hold regular meetings

to discuss closer defense cooperation. [Inquirer]

The development is noteworthy precisely because,

earlier this month, Vietnam submitted a claim to the

United Nations for an extended continental shelf (ECS)

in the South China Sea. This followed a similar move by

the Philippines a month prior. The claim seeks to

extend Vietnam's continental shelf beyond the current

200 nautical miles, in line with international maritime

laws. [South China Morning Post]

United States boosting alliance with

Philippines with military funding and pact

amid concern over China

(rr/lm) The United States is strengthening its alliance

with the Philippines through significant military

funding and a proposed security pact amid growing

concerns over China's aggressive actions in the region.

During a visit to Manila, U.S. Secretary of State Antony

Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

announced USD 500 million in military funding to

enhance Philippine defenses. This move aligns with

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s efforts to

bolster the decades-old treaty alliance with

Washington.

The funding includes approximately USD 128 million

for improvements in Philippine military bases to be

used by U.S. forces under the 2014 Enhanced Defense

Cooperation Agreement (EDCA). There are now nine
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sites under EDCA, after Manila agreed last year to add

four new sites, including three in the north that are

seen as important in the event of China invading

Taiwan, and one facing the South China Sea. Notably,

the total funding could potentially double next year

based on the Philippines' capacity to utilize it.

The proposed General Security of Military Information

Agreement is also a key agenda item, aiming to

facilitate the sharing of high-level intelligence and

sophisticated weaponry between the two nations.

[Associated Press]

Speaking against this backdrop, President Marcos Jr.

told Blinken and Austin on July 30 that regular

engagements between Manila and Washington were

needed to ensure "agile" responses to his country's

maritime tensions with China. [Reuters 1]

China, Philippines at odds over details of provisionally

deal in South China Sea

Meanwhile, an interim agreement between China and

the Philippines regarding resupply missions to the BRP

Sierra Madre, a grounded Filipino naval vessel at the

contested Second Thomas Shoal in the South China

Sea, is in doubt due to conflicting statements from

both sides.

While both Beijing and Manila concur that the two

governments reached an agreement to allow the

Philippines to resupply the crew of the Sierra Madre

without Chinese interference, the two sides are unable

to agree about the specific contents. The Philippines

claims that the deal does not include prior notification

or on-site inspections by Chinese vessels, while China

insists that such inspections are required.

This discrepancy has raised skepticism about the

viability of the agreement, particularly in light of recent

violent clashes between Chinese and Philippine coast

guard vessels in the disputed area. The situation is

further complicated by the US-Philippine mutual

defense treaty, which obligates Washington to support

Manila if it is attacked. [United States Institute Of

Peace] [CNN] [Reuters 2]

Against this backdrop, the Philippines successfully

completed a resupply mission to the BRP Sierra Madre

on July 27, marking the first mission since a severe

incident on June 17, where Chinese forces intercepted

Philippine supplies and injured a Philippine Navy SEAL.

Despite being shadowed by nine Chinese vessels,

including warships and patrol boats, the mission

proceeded without interference. Beijing claimed that

an "on-the-scene" inspection took place to verify the
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cargo, which Manila denied, supporting their

statement with videos showing no such inspection

occurred. [USNI News]

United States admitted it spread anti-vax

COVID propaganda in Philippines to

disparage China

(lm) The U.S. Defense Department admitted to

spreading propaganda in the Philippines to discredit

China’s Sinovac vaccine during the COVID-19

pandemic. The campaign was part of a broader

psychological operation launched in 2020 and 2021 to

counter China's influence in the region by undermining

trust in its medical support. This operation used fake

social media accounts to disseminate misinformation.

This revelation was part of a June 25 document cited

by Harry Roque, former spokesman for Philippine

President Rodrigo Duterte. The propaganda effort led

to a Senate investigation in the Philippines, led by

Senator Imee Marcos, who condemned the campaign

as unethical and potentially illegal. The U.S. Defense

Department acknowledged "missteps" and assured

improvements in oversight since 2022.

The campaign has faced criticism from public health

experts, who argue it endangered lives and

undermined trust in all vaccines, not just Sinovac. The

World Health Organization had approved the Sinovac

vaccine, though it was found to be less effective than

Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. [USA Today] [Reuters]

ASEAN, international defence experts

address cyber and information threats at

Digital Defence Symposium

(sm) The 2nd Digital Defence Symposium (DDS), co-

hosted by the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting

(ADMM) Cybersecurity and Information Centre of

Excellence (ACICE) and the S. Rajaratnam School of

International Studies (RSIS), took place from July 24 to

25 at The Fullerton Hotel in Singapore. The event

gathered over 200 senior defence officials, academics,

industry experts, and international partners from 22

countries to discuss recent advancements in

cybersecurity and information amidst emerging

technological challenges and geopolitical tensions.

Speaking at the event, RSIS Executive Deputy Chairman

Ambassador Ong Keng Yong emphasized the need for
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ASEAN countries to adopt a unified approach to

address modern warfare and digital threats.

Meanwhile, Vice Admiral Dr. Thomas Daum, Chief of

Cyber and Information Domain Service of the German

Armed Forces, in his keynote address, stressed the

importance of multilateral cooperation and sharing

cyber threat information to combat hybrid threats.

Established by the 15th ADMM in June 2021, ACICE

aims to enhance multilateral cooperation against

cyberattacks, disinformation, and misinformation

through information sharing and capacity building.

ACICE has published over 100 reports on cybersecurity

threats and trends and recently organized a Cyber

Incident Response and Threat Analysis course for

ASEAN military cyber practitioners. [Ministry of

Defence, Singapore] [InDiplomacy]

Singapore, Thailand, United States

conclude multilateral naval exercise

(sm) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) Royal Thai

Navy (RTN), and United States Navy (USN) concluded a

multilateral Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training

(CARAT) exercise, which was held from July 18-26.

Reportedly, a total of five ships and four aircraft

participated in the exercise.

Held at Sattahip Naval Base, Thailand, the shore phase

of the exercise included joint planning and

professional exchanges. The sea phase in the Gulf of

Thailand, however, featured activities such as gunnery

firings, air defence, and maneuvering exercises.

Initially held in 2017, this is the second edition of

Multilateral CARAT involving the RSN alongside the

USN and RTN. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Singapore passport ranked as most

powerful in the world  

(sm) Singapore has emerged as the top-ranking

country in the Henley Passport Index, with its citizens

enjoying visa-free entry to 195 out of 227 travel

destinations. The index, based on International Air

Transport Association data, includes 199 passports and

227 travel destinations. Data collected over the past

two decades highlights a trend toward greater travel

freedom, despite the widening mobility gap between

top and bottom-ranked passports.
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Five countries that have previously shared the top spot

with Singapore – namely France, Germany, Italy, Japan,

and Spain – have now dropped to the second place

with each having visa-free access to 192 destinations.

Meanwhile, Austria, Finland, Ireland, Luxembourg, the

Netherlands, South Korea, and Sweden are in the third

place with visa-free access to 191 destinations. Former

passport powerhouses such as the UK and the US have

slipped in rankings since 2014, with the UK now

ranking fourth and the US eighth. The UAE has entered

the top 10 for the first time, with access to 185

destinations, while Afghanistan remains the lowest,

with visa-free access to only 26 countries. [The Straits

Times] [CNN]

Thailand activates operation against

Chinese call center scams in Golden

Triangle

(wt/bk) On July 25, Thai law enforcement, in

collaboration with the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and internet

and mobile service providers, set in motion the

"Blasting the Swindler's Bridge" operation, ordered by

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, to disrupt illegal

telecom activities linked to Chinese criminal gangs

running call centers in the Golden Triangle region. [AiR

No. 30, July/2024, 4]

On the first day of their field operation, an 11.5-

kilometer underground internet cable stretching from

Chiang Rai in northern Thailand into Myanmar was

uncovered. Authorities started cutting off telecom

signals around the King’s Roman entertainment

complex, dismantling unauthorized cell sites near the

borders with Laos and Myanmar, terminating over two

million suspected fraudulent phone numbers, and

disabling 179 illegal cell sites across nine provinces.

Police are also targeting Thai nationals working at

these call centers and tightening border controls to

prevent scam recruits. [Thai PBS World]

Cambodian, Thai police agree to join effort to fight call-

center gangs

Additionally, Thai and Cambodian police are joining

forces to combat call center scams, following recent

discussions between Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin

and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet on joint

measures to tackle these scams and online fraud.

Thailand's national police chief, Pol Gen Torsak

Sukvimol, recently held a video conference with his

Cambodian counterpart, Sar Thet, where both sides

agreed to enhance cooperation and expect concrete
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results within 60 days. A task force will be established

to lead this initiative, with the next meeting scheduled

in Cambodia later this week.

The meeting focused on sharing information about

scam activities and suspected operation bases in

Cambodia. Thailand also requested Cambodia's

assistance in tracking down and deporting over 100

Thai nationals involved in call center scams and hiding

in Cambodia. Joint working panels will be formed to

facilitate information exchange and coordinated

operations.

From the Thai side, the collaboration includes senior

police officers and representatives from several

organizations, such as the NBTC, the Bank of Thailand,

the Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO), and the

Ministry of Digital Economy and Society. To further

combat call center scams, the NBTC has implemented

measures requiring individuals with six or more SIM

cards to re-register and verify their identities,

suspending over three million unverified SIM cards.

Police, the NBTC, and mobile service providers are also

working to dismantle illegal telecom signal towers and

cables along the border to disrupt scam operations.

[Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

Myanmar's neighbors should cooperate to

bring about peace, Thai foreign minister

says

(lm) Thai Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa has

called for enhanced cooperation among Myanmar's

neighboring countries to support a ceasefire in

Myanmar's ongoing civil war, which erupted following

the 2021 military coup. Maris highlighted the

importance of a collaborative approach during

informal discussions with his counterparts from

Myanmar and India at a recent meeting in New Delhi.

The talks, held on the sidelines of the Bay of Bengal

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic

Cooperation, emphasized the need for a more open

attitude toward Myanmar's junta to facilitate peace

efforts. Maris expressed optimism, noting a shift

towards a more open dialogue among involved

countries. The conflict has led to significant

displacement, affecting Thailand and India, which

share borders with Myanmar. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand seeks Israel, Egypt’s help to free

last 6 Thai hostages held by Hamas in
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Gaza

(wt) Thailand's Vice Foreign Minister Russ Jalichandra

has reached out to Egypt and Israel for assistance in

negotiating the release of the remaining six Thai

hostages held by Hamas in Gaza. During talks in Cairo

on July 21, Russ met with Egyptian officials Ismail

Khairat and Ahmed Shaheen to discuss the Israel-

Hamas situation and seek support for the hostage

negotiations.

The ongoing conflict has resulted in significant

casualties, with over 39,000 Palestinians killed in the

nine-month war and 1,200 people, including at least 39

Thais, killed in Hamas attacks on October 7. Hamas

initially took 251 hostages, including 31 Thai nationals.

Twenty-three of the Thai hostages were released in

November last year, while two were declared dead in

May. Egypt is mediating the release of about 120

hostages held by Hamas, including the remaining six

Thai nationals.

On July 22, Russ met with Israeli Foreign Minister Israel

Katz in Jerusalem. Katz reassured that releasing all

hostages remains a top priority for Israel. The

discussions also marked the 70th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between Thailand and Israel and

covered cooperation in various sectors. In addition to

the negotiations, Russ visited Thai workers at David

Farm in Hod Hasharon, Israel, to discuss their living

conditions and safety. Currently, around 29,000 Thai

migrant workers are in Israel.  [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs] [The Nation]

Thailand’s Phu Phra Bat Historical Park

officially named UNESCO World Heritage

site

(bk) Phu Phra Bat Historical Park in Udon Thani was

officially named a UNESCO World Heritage site in the

cultural category on July 27, becoming Thailand's fifth

cultural heritage site. The announcement was made

during the 46th World Heritage Committee session in

New Delhi, India. The park is recognized for its Sīma

stone tradition from the Dvaravati period, noted for its

extensive use of stones in sacred boundary markers –

a practice unique to the Khorat Plateau in Southeast

Asia.

This new designation makes Phu Phra Bat the second

World Heritage site in Udon Thani, after the Ban

Chiang Archaeological Site, which was listed in 1992.

Thailand now has a total of eight World Heritage sites,
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including three natural ones. The park, covering 3,662

rai (590 hectares), is known for its distinctive rock

formations and evidence of human settlement from

the Bronze Age, including ancient paintings of humans

and animals. [Bangkok Post 1]

Five cultural sites across Thailand placed on UNESCO

‘tentative list’

Moreover, five cultural sites in Thailand have been

added to UNESCO's tentative list for potential World

Heritage status. This decision was made during the

46th session of the World Heritage Committee in New

Delhi, the same session that inscribed Phu Phra Bat

Historical Park in Udon Thani as a World Heritage Site.

The tentative list now includes Wat Phra Mahathat

Woramahawihan in Nakhon Si Thammarat, listed in

2012, the historical and cultural sites of Chiang Mai,

listed in 2015, Wat Phra Tat Phanom in Nakhon

Phanom, listed in 2017, and Phimai, its cultural route,

and associated temples of Phanomroong and

Muangtam, listed in 2019. [Bangkok Post 2]

Vietnam's funeral for party chief Trong

draws former Japanese prime minister

Suga, China's No. 4

(lm) Ceremonies for Nguyen Phu Trong, the late

general secretary of Vietnam's Communist Party, held

in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, and Trong's village,

attracted at least 210,000 people, including foreign

dignitaries from the United States, Japan, China, and

other countries. Trong's death on July 19 at age 80

marks the first death of a sitting party general

secretary since 1986.

High-profile attendees included South Korean Prime

Minister Han Duck-soo, Chinese Communist Party

leader Wang Huning, former Japanese Prime Minister

Yoshihide Suga, and Cuban National Assembly

President Esteban Lazo Hernandez. Kazuo Shii, chair of

the Japanese Communist Party, also attended the

ceremony. [Al Jazeera] [Nikkei Asia] [TIME]

Notably, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken missed

the funeral as he had to attend a White House meeting

with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu amidst

tensions between Washington and Israel over the Gaza

war ceasefire. Instead, the American top diplomat

travelled to Laos for a ministerial meeting of the

ASEAN before heading to Hanoi to offer official

condolences. [The Jakarta Post]
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Crackdown on critics intensified before general secretary’s

funeral

Ahead of Trong’s funeral, authorities intensified their

crackdown on dissent, with the government fining

individuals for discussing Trong’s death on social

media and asking Facebook to block dissenting posts.

In Ho Chi Minh City, for example, authorities fined

several individuals VND 7.5 million (USD 300) each for

posting material about Trong, accusing them of

undermining national unity and the prestige of the

party. Additionally, police summoned and allegedly

beat an activist for criticizing a government order to

mourn Trong. [Radio Free Asia]

Foreign ministers of the Mekong-U.S.

Partnership hold third meeting in Laos

(wn) The foreign ministers of the Mekong-U.S.

Partnership (MUSP), a strategic initiative that was

launched in 2020 and brings Washington together with

Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam,

held their third meeting in Vientiane, Laos. The

meeting occurred as part of the 57th ASEAN Foreign

Ministers' Meeting and related meetings hosted by

Laos.

During the gathering, MUSP member countries

reviewed the 2021-2023 action plan, noting its

significant contributions to enhancing climate

resilience, energy transition, and ensuring food,

energy, and water security, along with supporting

women and youth empowerment in the sub-region.

The Mekong countries emphasized the sub-region's

central role in MUSP cooperation. They proposed

priorities including climate change adaptation,

sustainable water management, economic

connectivity, infrastructure development, business

network integration, high-tech workforce

development, and joint studies on emerging

technologies.

Furthermore, the MUSP member countries approved

the MUSP Plan of Action 2024-2026, emphasizing

alignment with ASEAN efforts and cooperation with

other regional mechanisms like the Ayeyawady-Chao

Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy and

the Mekong River Commission. [Vietnam News]

[Pattaya Mail] [Mirage News]
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United Kingdom deports failed asylum

seekers back to Vietnam, Timor-Leste;

smuggling gang sentenced

(wn) Using resources previously allocated for the now-

scrapped Rwanda scheme, the UK Home Office has

deported 46 failed asylum seekers back to Vietnam

and Timor-Leste, marking the first time migrants have

been returned to Timor-Leste and the first return flight

to Vietnam since 2021.

This deportation coincides with the sentencing of a

British migrant smuggling gang. Two members of the

gang, including a brother and sister, were arrested

after Border Force officers discovered two Vietnamese

nationals hidden in a cramped space under a bed in a

campervan. The brother received a three-and-a-half-

year prison sentence, while his sister received a two-

year suspended sentence. Other gang members were

also involved, with one sentenced to four-and-a-half

years in prison and another awaiting sentencing. [The

Standard]

The UK has also signed a deal with Vietnam to address

illegal migration and visa abuse, involving

communication campaigns and increased intelligence-

sharing to tackle human trafficking and visa violations.

This agreement is part of the government's broader

strategy to combat illegal immigration and people

smuggling.

Labour plans to process all asylum claims and return

those with no right to stay to their home countries.

Conservatives criticized this, suggesting it could be

perceived as an "amnesty" for illegal arrivals. So far in

2024, over 15,000 people have crossed the Channel in

small boats, a figure higher than in the same period

over the past four years. [BBC]

Bangladesh lodges protest with India over

West Bengal chief minister’s comments on

student protests

(lm) India has acknowledged receiving a diplomatic

note from Bangladesh protesting comments made by

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee

regarding the Bangladeshi students' movement against

job quotas, which led to deadly violence. The protest

follows Mamata Banerjee's statement offering

assistance and shelter to those fleeing from

Bangladesh to Kolkata. She cited a United Nations

resolution supporting refugees from neighboring

countries. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Military vehicle imagery falsely shared as 'Indian army

entering protest-hit Bangladesh'

Meanwhile, a Pakistan-based social media account

circulated misleading posts that depicted military

vehicles and falsely claimed that the Indian army was

crossing into Bangladesh to assist Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina's government in suppressing the

protests. The Digital Forensics Research and Analytics

Center (DFRAC) debunked these posts, verifying that

the video and images were not related to the ongoing

unrest. [yahoo!news]

Bhutan's king, prime minister visit India's

Gujarat state

(gs) Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck,

accompanied by Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay,

completed a three-day visit to India's Gujarat state

from July 22-24. The visit aimed to enhance

cooperation between India and Bhutan in

infrastructure development and related sectors.

The royal delegation explored key infrastructure

projects across the state, including the world's tallest

statue, the Statue of Unity, and the Khavda Hybrid

Renewable Energy Park. His Majesty also toured

Mundra Port and the developing Gujarat International

Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) in Ahmedabad, which is

poised to become India's first operational greenfield

smart city and international financial services center.

[Kuensel 1]

In this context, it is worth noting that India recently

allocated the highest foreign aid to Bhutan for the

fiscal year 2024-25, amounting to INR 20.69 billion

(USD 248.28 million). This aid consists of INR 10.79

billion (USD 129.47 million) in grants and INR 9.9 billion

(USD 118.81 million) in loans, making up over 40

percent of India's total foreign aid budget of INR 48.84

billion (USD 586.08 million). [Kuensel 2] [ AiR No. 30,

July/2024, 4]

Cambodian foreign minister holds talks

with counterparts at ASEAN foreign

ministers’ meetings in Laos

(dql) Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister Sok Chenda

Sophea, also Minister of Foreign Affairs, held bilateral

talks with counterparts from Russia, Norway, India,

and New Zealand to enhance cooperation between

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tjk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tjk/


their countries. These meetings took place in

Vientiane, Laos, during the last week’s ASEAN Foreign

Ministers’ Meeting and related meetings.

In discussions with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey

Lavrov, both emphasized the importance of

strengthening the longstanding friendship and

cooperation between Cambodia and Russia.

Talks with Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth

Eide focused on boosting economic, trade, investment,

and tourism ties.

With Indian External Affairs Minister Dr.

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, the focus was on

enhancing traditional friendship and expanding

cooperation in various sectors, including economy,

trade, investment, tourism, and people-to-people ties.

Discussions with New Zealand's Deputy Prime Minister

and Foreign Minister Winston Peters centered on

potential cooperation areas such as education,

economy, trade, investment, and tourism. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia-China Association pledges

major infrastructure investments

(to) The Cambodia-China Progressive Association, led

by Vice President Zhong Zhengbing, has committed to

significant infrastructure investments in Cambodia. On

July 26, during a meeting with Suon Sophal, Deputy

Secretary General of the Board of Investment of

Cambodia, collaborative efforts were outlined to create

an industrial and agrarian corridor, supporting

Cambodia's 2050 economic vision.

The projects aim to enhance national connectivity,

integrate regional networks, and promote sustainable

growth. Sophal detailed available investment

incentives and en couraged engagement with

governmental bodies to foster support for these

initiatives. [EAC News]

China’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi

meets with US Secretary of State Antony

Blinken

(jg) On July 27, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken

and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met in Laos
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during the ASEAN meetings to discuss bilateral,

regional and global issues. [CNN]

Wang emphasized the ongoing communication

between the US and China in diplomatic, financial, law

enforcement, climate, and military sectors over the

past three months, alongside an increase in people-to-

people exchanges.

However, he noted that the US has intensified its

containment and suppression of China, leading to

rising risks and challenges in bilateral relations. Wang

stated that China-US relations are at a critical point

requiring efforts to recalibrate direction, manage risks,

address differences, eliminate interference, and

advance cooperation. He reaffirmed China's consistent

US policy based on mutual respect, peaceful

coexistence, and win-win cooperation and called on

the US to fulfill President Joe Biden's commitments and

adopt a rational and pragmatic China policy to foster a

stable, healthy, and sustainable relationship.

He also criticized the US for viewing China through a

hegemonic lens, asserting that China does not seek to

emulate the US or pursue hegemony. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China]

Blinken, for his part, emphasized the importance of

diplomacy in managing US-China competition,

addressing differences, and advancing cooperation on

issues significant to Americans and the global

community. He stressed the need to continue

implementing commitments from the leaders’

Woodside Summit in November (see AiR No. 47,

November/2023, 3), noting recent progress by China in

countering narcotics and enhancing military

communication to prevent conflicts. Blinken reaffirmed

the US's commitment to protecting its interests and

values, including human rights, and emphasized

resolving cases of Americans wrongfully detained or

facing exit bans in China was a top priority.

Blinken emphasized the US vision for a peaceful and

stable environment across the Taiwan Strait and

addressing China’s destabilizing actions in the South

China Sea. He reaffirmed support for freedom of

navigation, the peaceful resolution of disputes under

international law, and expressed serious concerns

about China's support for Russia’s defense sector.

Blinken also addressed North Korea's actions, the

deteriorating situation in Burma, and the need for

regional cooperation. Additionally, he stressed the

urgency of reaching an agreement to end the Gaza

conflict. [US Department of State]  
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The meeting of the two foreign ministers came after

the US and the European Union over the past months

have accused China of bolstering Russia’s defense

sector through delivering of dual-use goods and

slapped sanctioned on companies in Hong Kong and

mainland China citing evasion of extensive measures

imposed on Russia. At the recent NATO summit in

Washington, Blinken called China a “decisive” enabler

of Russia's war against Ukraine (see AiR No. 29,

July/2024, 3).

Beijing has consistently rejected these accusations,

insisting strict controls on the export of such goods.

[CNN] [AP]

U.S. imposes sanctions on China-based

network linked to North Korean space

and missile programs

(jg) On July 24, the US Treasury Department

announced a new set of sanctions that target six

people and five firms in China, accusing them of

violating UN Security Council resolutions by providing

inputs for North Korea’s ballistic missiles and

supporting their space programs. [Department of the

Treasury, USA]

This is the second time in a little over a month, as the

Treasury targeted over 300 individuals and entities in

June 2024, including in China and Hong Kong, for

providing products and services that are enabling

Russia to upkeep its war effort (see AiR No. 25,

June/2024, 3). 

Among those sanctioned in the latest move was Shi

Qianpei, a Chinese national accused of collaborating

with North Korean national Choe Chol-min, providing

him with metal sheets required by North Korea for

missile production. Both Choe and his wife Choe Un-

jong, are based in Beijing and work through North

Korea’s Second Academy of Natural Sciences, a state

organization that conducts research for North Korea’s

ballistic missile programs, further obtaining such

equipment for buyers. Shi’s wife and business partner,

Chen Tianxin, as well as two of his employees, have

also been sanctioned for providing help with

procurement efforts.

In response to the latest sanctions, Beijing’s embassy

in Washington contended that China has never allowed

its citizens and enterprises to violate the UN Security

Council resolutions in any way. It emphasized China’s

commitment to the implementation of these

resolutions and opposes methods of communication
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that prioritize sanctions, instead of dialogue, thus

targeting the US’s recent approach towards China.

[South China Morning Post]

US Treasury Secretary expresses emerging

markets share concerns on China’s excess

factory capacity

(jg) On July 26, US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen

expressed concerns about China's excess industrial

capacity, urging emerging markets, including some

G20 countries, to press Beijing for changes in its

economic model.

In an interview with Reuters, Yellen highlighted that the

issue of China overinvesting in factories and saturating

global markets with cheap goods is a shared concern

beyond the G7 democracies, extending to countries

like G20 host Brazil, which has raised tariffs on Chinese

steel and electric vehicles. Yellen noted that China is

ignoring advice from other countries and the

International Monetary Fund to boost its economy

through increased consumer spending and demand

for services.

Instead, Beijing is investing too much of its GDP into

advanced manufacturing, leading to an oversupply of

cheap Chinese goods globally. She emphasized that

China's economy is now too large to sustain growth

through this investment-heavy model. Yellen further

emphasises that many countries around the world are

unwilling to allow China to dominate manufacturing if

it means their own industries would be forced out of

business. She said this common stance serves as a

clear message of unity against China. [Reuters]  

US Department of Justice requests court

to uphold law requiring ByteDance to sell

US TikTok assets

(jg) On July 26, the US Department of Justice (DOJ)

requested a federal appeals court to uphold an April

2024 law mandating that China-based ByteDance sell

TikTok's US assets by January 19 or face a ban, citing

significant national security threats due to potential

data collection and content manipulation by the

Chinese government (see AiR No. 18, April/2024, 5).

The Biden administration's appeal aims to counter

lawsuits by TikTok, ByteDance, and TikTok creators

challenging the law. While TikTok denies allegations of

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-til/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tiy/


sharing user data with China, the DOJ emphasized the

serious risks and strategic concerns posed by

ByteDance's ownership, despite acknowledging no

evidence of Chinese access to US user data.

The DOJ also filed a classified document detailing

additional security concerns about ByteDance's

ownership of TikTok, supported by declarations from

the FBI, the Office of the Director of National

Intelligence, and the DOJ's National Security Division.

ByteDance claimed that TikTok's 2 billion lines of code

made a full review impossible, with Oracle estimating a

three-year review period.  The DOJ also argued that

TikTok's USD 2 billion plan to protect US user data was

insufficient due to a lack of trust in ByteDance's

capabilities. Oral arguments for the legal challenge are

scheduled for September 16, amid the final weeks of

the presidential election campaign.

The law prohibits app stores and internet hosting

services from supporting TikTok unless divested by

ByteDance, reflecting US lawmakers' concerns over

China's potential data access and espionage attempts.

Congress passed the measure overwhelmingly, driven

by these security worries. [Reuters]

China, India agree to work urgently to

achieve withdrawal of troops on disputed

Himalayan border

(lm/rl) Asian powerhouses India and China have agreed

to urgently work towards the withdrawal of tens of

thousands of troops stationed along their disputed

border. This decision comes after Indian Foreign

Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar met with his

Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, on the sidelines of the

ASEANS meetings in Laos last week. Both ministers

emphasized the need for an early resolution of

outstanding issues along the Line of Actual Control

(LAC), which spans the Himalayan border from Ladakh

to Arunachal Pradesh.

Tensions between the two countries escalated in July

2020 after a military clash resulted in the deaths of at

least 20 Indian soldiers and four Chinese soldiers.

Despite some troop withdrawals from areas like

Pangong Tso, Gogra, and Galwan Valley, both sides

have maintained substantial military presence along

the border. [abc news]

In particular, recent satellite imagery and AI-driven

analytics revealed significant Chinese military

advancements in the region, including the deployment
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of advanced J-20 stealth fighters at Tibet’s Shigatse Air

Base, which is less than 150 kilometers from India’s

northern border in Sikkim. These images, captured on

May 30, show six J-20 fighters parked alongside eight J-

10 jets.

Additional developments include advanced artillery

and defensive infrastructure north of Pangong Tso and

an extensive network of roads across Bhutan’s

disputed Doklam plateau, enhancing China's military

access and presence in the area. The military buildup

also includes the Sirijap complex in Ladakh, featuring

armored vehicle storage, test ranges, and extensive

defensive positions connected by roads and trenches.

[Blacksky]

Against this backdrop, the Indian readout resulting

from the high-level meeting last week highlighted that

peace on the border is essential for restoring normalcy

in bilateral ties. Jaishankar noted that border issues

have significantly affected India-China relations over

the past four years. [abc news]

Wang Yi highlighted the need for China and India, as

major developing nations and emerging economies, to

enhance dialogue, increase mutual understanding and

trust, and address differences constructively. He

emphasized the broader impact of China-India

relations, which extend beyond bilateral issues, and

called for both nations to demonstrate political

wisdom and solidarity, especially as part of the "Global

South." [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Chinese foreign minister warns of

deteriorating relations with Japan

(jg) In a meeting with his Japanese counterpart Yoko

Kamikawa, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said on

July 26 that Sino-Japanese relations are at a critical

stage and risk further deteriorating. He emphasized

the need for Japan to treat China objectively through a

positive and rational approach. He further stressed the

significance for the two nations to cooperate in

maintaining the political foundations of their

relationship.

The Japanese foreign ministry confirmed that both

ministers agreed to continue building persistent

communication, including mutual visits. The meeting,

held on the sidelines of the ASEAN foreign ministers'

meeting in Laos, was their first since November 2023

and followed a visit to Tokyo by Chinese Vice-Minister

Ma Zhaoxu, which marked the resumption of a

dialogue mechanism suspended for over four years.
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The discussions addressed long-standing issues such

as Japan's wartime record, the territorial dispute over

the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, and Japan's support for

US measures to limit China's access to advanced

microchips.

 Kamikawa reiterated Japan's stance on semiconductor

export restrictions and urged China to lift its ban on

Japanese seafood imports. Wang responded with calls

for international monitoring of Fukushima's

wastewater discharges and expressed concerns over

Japan's military activities. [South China Morning Post]   

Meloni meets Xi as Italy vows to

'relaunch' ties with China

(rl) July 26, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni met

with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing, marking

her first visit to China since taking office. Meloni

emphasized the importance of China as a crucial

interlocutor in managing global tensions, highlighting

the need for both nations to collaborate to maintain

stability and peace.

President Xi praised the long-standing friendly ties and

mutual respect between Beijing and Rome. During the

five-day visit, Meloni and Chinese Premier Li Qiang

signed a three-year plan to strengthen economic

cooperation. This visit follows Italy's withdrawal from

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) last year, a move

aimed at relaunching bilateral relations (see AiR No. 50,

December/2023, 2).

Discussions between the leaders included global issues

such as the war in Ukraine, Middle East tensions, Indo-

Pacific security, artificial intelligence, climate change,

and UN Security Council reform. Xi expressed interest

in Italian investments in China and pledged to import

more high-quality Italian products.

Italy was the only major Western nation to join the BRI,

which faced criticism from the US and other Western

countries. Meloni's administration has since adopted a

more pro-Western and pro-NATO stance. The decision

to block a Chinese state-owned company from

acquiring a controlling stake in Pirelli and support for

European tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles illustrate

this shift. [Reuters]

Two-way trade between Italy and China reached EUR

66.8 billion (USD 72.3 billion) in 2023, with China being

Italy's largest non-EU trading partner after the US.
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Meloni highlighted the growing international insecurity

and emphasized that China is an important

interlocutor to address these dynamics. Xi urged both

nations to "uphold the spirit of the Silk Road" and

emphasized opportunities for mutual development.

[AP] [BBC] [Reuters] [StratNews Global]

Foreign Minister of Ukraine visits China,

talks on the Ukraine-Russia war

(jg) Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba and

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi met in China on July

24, to discuss the relations between the countries and

political affairs they are both invested in, especially the

Russia-Ukraine War.

According to China’s foreign ministry, both sides

agreed to enhance cooperation in various fields,

including ensuring global food security, with Wang

saying China will continue to increase food imports

from Ukraine. China is currently Ukraine’s largest

trading partner and the largest exporter of Ukraine’s

agricultural products. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

People’s Republic of China]

The two sides also discussed bilateral relations in the

context of China’s relations with the EU, as Ukraine is

gearing towards gaining membership in the

organization. Kuleba noted that Russia’s aggression in

Ukraine is not only threatening Ukraine’s development,

but also destabilizing international order and further

negatively impacting trade relations between China

and Europe. Kuleba said Ukraine will be ready to

engage in negotiations when Russia also shows

readiness to do so, noting Russia has yet to show such

willingness. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine]

Wang emphasized China’s support in holding

negotiation talks as the best way to solve the Russia-

Ukraine conflict, noting China wants to continue

playing a constructive role in promoting peace talks

and a possible ceasefire. He also stated that both

Russia and Ukraine have signaled willingness to

discuss a ceasefire, although to varying extents that

have not yet created the right conditions for fruitful

negotiation. [South China Morning Post]

China, a close economic and political ally to Russia, was

labelled in early July at the NATO summit an enabler of

the war by NATO member countries. China was

notably absent during a Ukraine peace summit in

Switzerland in June which was called together to isolate

Russia and pressure it into peace negotiations. China’s
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absence, after Russia was frozen out of the

proceedings, undermined these efforts. [Al Jazeera]

Kuleba’s visit also comes as Ukraine begins to slowly

lose ground in the war, increasing uncertainty of

Ukraine’s strength. The upcoming US presidential

elections are further threatening Ukraine’s defence

power, as the likeliness of former President Donald

Trump being re-elected into the presidential position

could see the US withdrawing funding for Ukraine.

[South China Morning Post]

Ukraine urges Hong Kong to block Russia

from evading sanctions

(rl) Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba visited

Hong Kong on July 25 and appealed to its leader John

Lee to prevent Russia from using Hong Kong as a

conduit to bypass Western sanctions imposed due to

the Ukraine war.

The US government has identified Hong Kong and

China as critical pathways for Russia to procure

military materials, including semiconductors and drone

components.

Kuleba called on the Hong Kong administration to deny

Russia and Russian companies the chance to

circumvent sanctions related to Russia’s aggression

against Ukraine. In response, the Hong Kong

government stated it strictly enforces United Nations

Security Council sanctions.

The United States and European Union have

sanctioned numerous companies in Hong Kong and

mainland China for circumventing the extensive

measures imposed on Russia in response to its

invasion of Ukraine, including the supply of critical

dual-use goods like semiconductors (see AiR No. 25,

June/2024, 3).

Despite global restrictions, Hong Kong remains a

significant hub for sanctions evasion. However,

shipments of semiconductors and restricted goods

through China and Hong Kong have decreased by 20

percent this year. China has maintained a neutral

stance on the Ukraine war but has formed a "no limits"

partnership with Russia, providing diplomatic support

and aiding Russia's wartime economy. [CNN] [Reuters]

Lavrov reaffirms Russia and China

collaborating for equitable multipolar
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world order

(rl) Russia and China are collaboratively striving to

establish a more equitable multipolar world order,

stated Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov during a

meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on July

25 in Vientiane, Laos. Lavrov emphasized that both

nations are advocating for "genuine multilateralism"

and bringing "positive energy" to international

platforms such as the United Nations (UN) and the

Group of 20 (G20). [CGTN]

Lavrov highlighted the significance of other

international organizations, particularly the BRICS

economic bloc and the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization (SCO), where both countries are actively

engaged. He emphasized the importance of the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its

central architecture in maintaining regional stability

and expressed a shared commitment to preventing its

disruption.

The meeting took place during the ASEAN ministerial

meetings, which include various formats like Russia-

ASEAN, the East Asia Summit (EAS), and the ASEAN

Regional Forum (ARF).

Lavrov noted that the Russian foreign ministry aims to

leverage these meetings to foster comprehensive

cooperation with ASEAN in political, security, trade,

economic, social, and cultural domains. During the

meeting, Wang Yi also mentioned that “China is ready

to work with Russia to firmly support each other and

safeguard each other’s core interests.” [AA] [The State

Council The People’s Republic of China] [Reuters]

China aims to bolster energy cooperation

with Russia despite US sanctions threats

(rl) China announced on July 25 plans to enhance

energy cooperation with Russia, despite potential new

US sanctions related to the Ukraine conflict. Vice-

Premier Ding Xuexiang addressed the Sixth China-

Russia Energy Business Forum in Moscow,

emphasizing China's commitment to "solidly advance

cooperation in energy trade and investment" with its

leading crude oil supplier.

Ding proposed initiating "large scale" energy projects,

including hydrogen power, and enhancing

collaboration across the energy "supply chain,"

according to China's State Council. He highlighted the

need for deeper cooperation in renewable energy and

carbon markets and suggested stronger "integrated
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cooperation" in the energy supply chain with upgrades

to cross-border infrastructure.

President Xi Jinping echoed this sentiment in a letter to

the forum, expressing China's readiness to work with

Russia for "mutually beneficial cooperation in the

energy sector" and to support the "steadiness and

resilience of the energy industrial chain and supply

chain," according to Xinhua News Agency.

China's move comes as the US considers more

sanctions against China over its ties with Russia. Senior

US officials have warned that China's support for

Moscow could lead to additional sanctions in the

coming weeks. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan

indicated that these measures are likely if China does

not reconsider its relations with Russia.

"Xi's message to the China-Russia energy forum is a

clear indication that China-Russia energy cooperation

will expand and deepen, regardless of what the United

States will do," said Zhu Zhiqun, a political science

professor at Bucknell University in Pennsylvania. [The

State Council The People’s Republic of China] [South

China Morning Post]

Russia and China turn to digital payments

amid sanctions

(rl) As Western sanctions complicate traditional

banking transactions, Russia and China are

increasingly using digital assets for cross-border

settlements, easing bilateral payment issues.

Digital platform Qifa, which operates between Beijing

and Moscow, has turned to cryptocurrencies like

tether (USDT) to facilitate trade. This shift comes as

conventional bank payments face delays of up to three

months due to stringent compliance checks and

reduced participation from Chinese banks wary of

secondary US sanctions.

Founded in 2013, Qifa initially focused on importing

Chinese goods to Russia but has expanded to bilateral

trade, leveraging digital assets to bypass traditional

banking hurdles. With a planned listing on the Moscow

Exchange, Qifa is closely monitoring legislation to

ensure compliance on both sides of the border.

Russian legislation allows some digital financial assets

to bypass the banking system, and a bill to legalize

cryptocurrencies for foreign trade is under

consideration. These digital transactions can be

completed in a single day, a significant improvement
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over the prolonged delays caused by current banking

processes.[Binance] [Reuters]

Imports of Iranian crude oil into

northeastern China regions remain steady

(jg) Imports of Iranian crude oil have been arriving in

the northeastern Chinese port Dalian, since late 2023,

maintaining near-record levels of Iranian oil purchases

since. This shift occurred as demand from small buyers

in Shandong province's independent refining hub

waned due to declining refining margins caused by

higher crude prices and weaker-than-expected fuel

demand.

Iran, subject to US sanctions since 2018 over its

nuclear program, continued selling oil to China, with

independent plants filling the gap left by sanctions-

compliant state firms. Consultancy Vortexa has

reported that 23 cargoes, totalling 45 million barrels,

were discharged in Dalian between October 2023 and

June 2024, while Kpler estimated 34 million barrels

during the same period. These imports, equating to

124,000-164,000 barrels per day (bpd), represent

about 13 percent of China’s total Iranian oil imports in

the first half of 2024. Analysts estimated China

imported 1.2-1.4 million bpd of Iranian crude during

this period, with Vortexa noting a record 1.52 million

bpd in October 2023. Despite official customs data

showing no Iranian oil imports since June 2022, China’s

foreign ministry said in a statement to Reuters that

trade with Iran remains normal and abiding with

international law, opposing unilateral sanctions.

Traders often rebrand Iranian oil as originating from

countries like Malaysia, Oman, or the UAE in order to

avoid sanctions. Dalian's Iranian oil shipments likely

went to Hengli Petrochemical’s 400,000-bpd refinery

complex and storage farm, two PetroChina refineries,

and a storage base operated by the Liaoning Port

Authority at Changxing island. Though Hengli officially

denied purchasing Iranian oil, sources estimated the

company bought 4-6 million barrels per month in early

2024. PetroChina ceased buying Iranian oil around

2018 to 2019, and neither it nor the Liaoning Port

Group responded to requests made by Reuters for

comment. Iranian oil remains an attractive option to

refiners as it remains much cheaper when compared

to similar Middle Eastern grades and Russia's ESPO

Blend. [Reuters]
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On Kargil War anniversary, India’s Modi

warns Pakistan against supporting

terrorism, proxy war

(iz) On the 25th anniversary of the Kargil War – a three-

months armed confrontation between India and

Pakistan that took place in 1999 in the Kargil district of

Jammu and Kashmir – India’s Prime Minister Narendra

Modi warned Islamabad against supporting terrorism

and proxy wars against New Delhi. Speaking from the

Kargil War Memorial in Drass, Modi asserted that

Pakistan's past attempts at terrorism had failed and

emphasized that India's soldiers would crush any

future terrorist threats.

Modi also pledged to continue developing the union

territories of Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir,

referencing significant infrastructure and tourism

growth since the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019. He

criticized the main opposition Indian National

Congress party for previously neglecting the demands

of the armed forces and defended the so-called

Agnipath scheme, a recruitment program that aims to

bring a new, youthful dynamism to the Indian military.

Modi also virtually initiated the Shinkun La Tunnel

project, enhancing all-weather connectivity to Leh

through Himachal Pradesh. [The Hindu]

India, United States sign bilateral

agreement to combat illegal trafficking of

cultural property

(wh) India and the United States signed a landmark

'Cultural Property Agreement' (CPA) on July 2, in New

Delhi, aimed at preventing the illegal trafficking of

cultural artifacts and facilitating their return to their

place of origin. The agreement, which promises swift

seizure and repatriation of Indian antiquities by US

Customs, marks a significant step in efforts to protect

and recover cultural heritage. The signing took place

on the sidelines of the UNESCO World Heritage

Committee meeting, held for the first time in India at

Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi.

US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti highlighted the

agreement's dual focus: justice for India by returning

stolen artifacts and enhancing cultural connections

globally. During Modi’s recent state visit to the US, 262

antiquities were handed over to India, with over 290

still awaiting repatriation. [Times of India]
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U.S. Senator Marco Rubio introduces bill

to strengthen US-India security

partnership

(lm) U.S. Senator Marco Rubio has introduced the U.S.-

India Defense Cooperation Act to the upper house of

Congress to expand bilateral cooperation between the

two countries for countering China's influence.

This legislation sets a policy that the US will support

India in responding to threats to its territorial integrity,

provide necessary security assistance, and cooperate

with India in defense, civil space, technology, medicine,

and economic investments. It offers a limited

exemption for India from CAATSA sanctions for

Russian equipment currently used by the Indian

military. The legislation also expresses that quickly

considering certifications for defense sales to India is

consistent with US interests and contributes to

regional peace and stability.

Furthermore, it treats India similarly to US allies such

as Japan, Israel, Korea, and NATO allies regarding

technology transfers. It authorizes the Secretary of

State to enter into a memorandum of understanding

with India to increase military cooperation. The act

expedites the provision of excess defense articles to

India for two years and grants India the same status as

other allies. It expands International Military Education

and Training Cooperation with New Delhi.

The legislation requires a report to Congress on

Pakistan’s use of offensive force, including terrorism

and proxy groups, against India and bars Pakistan

from receiving security assistance if it is found to have

sponsored terrorism against India. [Marco Rubio]

[United States-India Defense Cooperation Act of 2024]

India, United Kingdom launch technology

security initiative to boost economic

growth

(wh) India and the United Kingdom have introduced a

new technology security initiative aimed at enhancing

economic growth and deepening bilateral cooperation.

The initiative focuses on collaboration in essential

technologies such as critical minerals, artificial

intelligence, semiconductors, and telecommunications.

It also aims to strengthen ties in climate change, trade,

technology, and education.

The announcement was made during British Foreign

Secretary David Lammy's inaugural visit to India.
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During discussions with his Indian counterpart, S

Jaishankar, the duo also agreed to enhance defense

and security cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region and

discussed global issues, including the ongoing Russia-

Ukraine conflict.

Lammy's visit was part of the new British Labour Party

government's strategy to reset relations with Europe

and the Global South. London aims to "reset and

relaunch" UK-India relations, particularly by restarting

formal talks on a free trade agreement, which began in

2022 but have not yet reached a breakthrough. The

goal of the trade deal is to double the two countries'

trade from the 2022 level of USD 50 billion by 2030.

Although previous rounds of negotiations were

suspended due to elections in both countries, there is

optimism for progress under the new initiative. [AP

News] [The Hindu]

Fifth confirmed Indian soldier killed in

Ukraine fighting for Russia

(lm) A 22-year-old Indian soldier has died while fighting

alongside Russian forces in Ukraine, making him the

fifth confirmed Indian national casualty in the conflict.

The man had gone to Russia in January after being

promised a job by a private recruitment agent but was

subsequently given arms training and compelled to

join the fighting. His brother confirmed the news and

mentioned that the Indian embassy in Moscow

requested DNA samples to identify the man’s body.

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently

discussed the repatriation of Indian nationals fighting

for Russia with President Vladimir Putin, who assured

cooperation on the matter. The Indian government is

currently working to repatriate approximately 50

Indians involved in the conflict. So far this year, four

other Indian soldiers have been reported dead. The

high unemployment rate in India has led many to seek

work abroad, with some being trafficked to fight in the

war. [WE News English]

Australia and Indonesia sign deal to boost

economic and climate partnership

(si) On July 25, Australian Ambassador to Indonesia

Penny Williams and Indonesian Deputy Minister for

International Economic Cooperation Coordination Edi

Prio Pambudi signed an additional agreement to the

Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Economic
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Development (Prospera). This new deal aims to

enhance the longstanding economic partnership

between the two countries, focusing on climate and

energy.

Pambudi emphasized that the agreement builds on

over two decades of collaboration and highlights a

shared commitment to climate and energy transition

through the Australia-Indonesia Climate and

Infrastructure Partnership (KINETIK). Ambassador

Williams noted that Prospera will enable collaboration

in critical sectors such as clean energy, digital

transformation, and economic policies.

This partnership supports Indonesia’s economic

growth and aligns with Australia’s Southeast Asia

Economic Strategy to 2040. Both countries aim to

further strengthen ties in trade, development,

education, and regional security, with ongoing

initiatives such as the AUD 200 million infrastructure

and climate fund for Indonesia. [Tempo]

President Jokowi discusses economic

growth with World Bank

(si) President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo met with World

Bank Managing Director of Operations Anna Bjerde at

the Presidential Palace to discuss Indonesia's

economic conditions and priority programs on July 25.

The 30-minute meeting highlighted the World Bank's

projection of global economic growth slowing to 2.6-

2.7 percent this year and 4.8 percent in 2025 but

praised Indonesia's efforts in maintaining around 5

percent growth. Bjerde also commended Indonesia's

initiatives in poverty reduction, infrastructure

development, and becoming a developed country.

During her visit, Bjerde also met Finance Minister Sri

Mulyani Indrawati on July 22 to discuss procedures,

pricing, and funding for global public goods, including

climate change. Additionally, she met with

Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs and

Investment Luhut Pandjaitan to discuss growth

opportunities through green infrastructure and

diversified exports, expressing optimism about the

ongoing partnership between Indonesia and the World

Bank. [Tempo]

Indonesia and France strengthen defense

ties with Rafale fighter jet trial flight
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(si) On July 25, Vice Marshal Tedi Rizalhadi,

Commander of the National Air Operations Command,

conducted a trial flight on a Rafale fighter jet,

highlighting the strengthening defense relations

between Indonesia and France.

This event took place at Halim Perdanakusuma Air

Force Base, East Jakarta, as part of the Pegase 2024

mission activities, which saw Indonesia as one of the

Indo-Pacific countries visited. Prior to the 70-minute

flight, Rizalhadi underwent a health test and safety

briefing, with high-ranking Indonesian Air Force

officials and Pegase mission commander Brigadier

General Guillaume Thomas in attendance.

Indonesia has ordered 42 Rafale fighter jets from

Dassault Aviation France, with contracts for the third

phase of the purchase now effective. Brigadier General

Edwin Adrian Sumantha, head of the public relations

bureau of the Ministry of Defense, confirmed that the

first Rafale aircraft is expected to arrive in early 2026.

[Antara]

Indonesian and Australian navies

conclude joint maritime exercise

(si) The Indonesian Navy (TNI AL) and the Royal

Australian Navy (RAN) recently concluded the Joint

Cassowary Exercise (Latma Cassoex) 2024 in the

border waters of the Indian Ocean. The exercise, held

from July 25 to 28, 2024, involved the Indonesian

warship KRI Dorang-874 and the Australian HMAS

Broome 90. The closing ceremony featured a souvenir

exchange on an Australian warship. Key activities

during the exercise included tactical maneuvers,

boarding exercises, replenishment at sea (RAS),

firefighting drills, and vessel boarding search and

seizure (VBSS) operations. These activities aimed to

enhance the capabilities and interoperability of both

navies in maritime security, particularly in handling

piracy situations.

 Commander of KRI Dorang-874, Major Hermes R.

Simanjuntak, emphasized that the exercise is a routine

annual event designed to improve cooperation and

operational readiness between the Indonesian and

Australian navies. The VBSS drills focused on training

personnel to respond effectively to piracy and hostage

scenarios. Both nations agreed to continue these joint

exercises in the future to strengthen their ability to

maintain security in their shared maritime borders,

which span areas in the Indian Ocean and the Timor

Gap. [Tempo]
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Jakarta strengthens ties with Seoul to

become global city

(si) On July 27, the Jakarta government expressed its

intent to enhance synergy and cooperation with

strategic partners, including the Seoul metropolitan

government, to achieve global city status. Acting

Governor Heru Budi Hartono highlighted the upcoming

challenges Jakarta will face in becoming a global city

and emphasized the importance of bolstering

collaboration with Seoul, particularly in tourism.

During the event marking the 40th anniversary of the

sister city cooperation between Jakarta and Seoul,

Hartono noted that the two cities have been

coordinating and collaborating in fields such as

tourism, culture, education, and human resource

development. He hopes the partnership will continue

to support new ideas and dynamic community

development.

To commemorate this milestone, the Jakarta and Seoul

governments are hosting the 2024 Seoul-Jakarta

Friendship Festival from July 27 to July 28 at Korea 360

Main Atrium, Lotte Shopping Avenue, South Jakarta,

celebrating art, cultural exchanges, and creating new

opportunities. [Antara]

Japan and US strengthen defense ties

amid regional tensions

(rl) July 29, Tokyo and Washington have reinforced

their commitment to strengthening their cooperative

relationship during the Japan-US defense and foreign

ministers meeting on Sunday. With the potential return

of former US President Donald Trump's "America First"

policies looming, both nations sought to emphasize

the United States' steadfast pledge to defend Japan,

including with nuclear forces.

During the high-level meetings, US Secretary of

Defense Lloyd Austin highlighted the importance of

modernizing the alliance's command and control

structures to better address contemporary challenges.

The Biden administration's integrated deterrence

strategy, which mobilizes military, economic, scientific,

and technological capabilities, aims to forge stronger

solidarity with allies in response to threats from China.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s administration also

aims to showcase the strength of the Japan-US alliance
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amidst developments in China and North Korea. A

significant outcome of the talks was the decision to

reconstitute US forces in Japan into a joint force

headquarters (JFHQ), strengthening its command

function parallel to Japan's SDF Joint Operations

Command (JJOC) to be established at the end of the

fiscal year.

The current operational command held by the Indo-

Pacific Command in Hawaii poses challenges due to

the time difference and distance from Tokyo. The

reconstituted JFHQ will have command authority over

US military operations in Japan, facilitating better

coordination with the JJOC, especially during crises like

a potential Taiwan contingency.

Secretary Austin stated that the US Forces Japan (USFJ)

would be upgraded to a joint force headquarters with

expanded missions and operational responsibilities.

He described this as the most significant change to

USFJ since its inception, marking a major improvement

in US-Japan military ties over the past 70 years. The

revamped command structure will allow the US

military in Japan to have a certain command authority

under the Indo-Pacific Command, facilitating better

coordination with Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF).

The US hopes this reconstitution will enhance

coordination in peacetime operations, joint exercises,

and information-sharing for regional defense. For

Japan, this restructuring is expected to streamline

communication between SDF units and U.S. forces.

Washington and Tokyo plan to continue detailed

studies on the reinstitution, addressing specifics such

as the JFHQ's scale, commander authority, and

headquarters location. Working groups established in

the latest meeting will handle these details, aiming to

complete the studies by the end of the year. [The Japan

News] [The Japan Times] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Japan]

Japan protests Russia's ban on 13

business executives from entering Russia

(rl) On July 24, Japan lodged a formal protest against

Russia's decision to permanently ban 13 Japanese

citizens, including top executives from prominent

companies such as Toyota Motor Corp. This move

comes as a retaliatory measure following Japan's

sanctions on Russia over its invasion of Ukraine.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

condemned the ban, stating that it restricts legitimate
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activities of Japanese companies in Russia and is

unacceptable. The protest was directed at Russia's

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which announced the ban

without providing specific reasons for targeting

individuals like Toyota Chair Akio Toyoda and Rakuten

Group Inc CEO Hiroshi Mikitani.

The ongoing conflict in Ukraine and Japan's sanctions

have led to a series of retaliatory actions from Russia,

including the suspension of peace treaty talks and

entry bans on hundreds of Japanese lawmakers,

including Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. [AA]

[Aljazeera]

Japan’s Honda to cut auto output capacity

in China

(rl) Honda Motor Co. is set to reduce its annual car

output capacity in China by 50,000 units due to

declining sales, marking its first capacity cut in the

country. Previously, Honda's production capacity in

China was 1.49 million units per year.

The Japanese automaker plans to increase its electric

vehicle production by 240,000 cars but will cut 290,000

units of mainly gasoline-powered vehicles, reducing its

overall output capacity of four-wheel vehicles.

Production will halt at one plant each of GAC Honda

Automobile Co. and Dongfeng Honda Automobile Co.,

Honda's joint ventures in China, around October and

November, respectively.

In China, sales for Japanese cars are declining amid

intense price competition and the rise of locally made

electric vehicles. Nissan Motor Co. and Mitsubishi

Motors Corp. have also faced production challenges in

China, with Nissan closing its passenger car factory in

Jiangsu Province and Mitsubishi discontinuing vehicle

production last year.

The reduction in auto output capacity is part of

Honda's strategy to shift focus towards electric

vehicles and reduce reliance on gasoline-powered car

operations. Honda has an overall global output

capacity of about 5 million units.

In addition to production cuts, Honda offered early

retirement packages in May to reduce its workforce in

China. [Kyodo News] [Reuters]

Japan and Germany hold first joint fighter

exercise

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-tuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehlktkt-l-ill/


(rl) From July 22 to 25, the German Air Force engaged

in the Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) exercise

Nippon Skies, showcasing three Eurofighters and one

A400M aircraft. This exercise, part of the 2024 Pacific

Skies deployment, highlights the growing defense

cooperation between Japan and Germany, focusing on

enhancing interoperability and mutual understanding.

The drills, conducted around Chitose Air Base in

Hokkaido, involved combined refueling operations and

formation flights with Japanese F-15s. They also

included tactical exchanges related to the F-35 fighter

jet, emphasizing the deepening military ties between

the two nations.

These exercises follow Germany's participation in

Arctic Defender in Alaska, demonstrating a strategic

commitment to the Indo-Pacific region. [Allied Air

Command] [South China Morning Post]

Earlier this month, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz agreed

during a bilateral meeting in to enhance security

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region, confirming

plans to create an economic security framework

addressing concerns over China's subsidized

overproduction of electric vehicles and other key

products.

The new framework seeks to deepen policy

coordination on a range of issues, ranging from

protecting emerging technologies, strengthening

supply chains for key goods such as hydrogen, critical

minerals and semiconductors, to promoting

cooperation in fields such as artificial intelligence,

cyber and next-generation information and

communications infrastructure. In addition to security

cooperation, the two leaders also agreed to hold high-

level intergovernmental talks in Germany next year to

address a wide range of global and regional issues.

Scholz highlighted the commonalities between the two

nations despite the geographical distance and

announced that defense and foreign ministers from

both countries would hold 'two-plus-two' security talks

in Japan soon (see AiR No. 29, July/2024, 3).

Brazil apologizes for WWII-era persecution

of Japanese immigrants

(rl) The government of Brazil has offered its first

apology for persecuting Japanese immigrants in the

country during and after World War II.
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The move comes against the backdrop of two cases.

The first one revolves around Brazil’s eviction of

Japanese immigrants from their houses in Santos

during the war, while the second involves

mistreatment on Anchieta Island of people imprisoned

amid postwar unrest in the immigrant community.

Parties, including a group of Japanese immigrants from

Okinawa Prefecture, had been urging the government

to make an apology over the cases since 2015. The call

was rejected in 2022 under the right-wing then

President Jair Bolsonaro. However, the launch of the

left-wing Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva administration in

January last year led to a reexamination of the issue.

Currently, about 2.7 million people of Japanese

descent live in Brazil, the largest community outside

Japan. [The Government of Japan] [Japan Times]

[Kyodo News]

Laos, Switzerland conclude air services

agreement

(dql) On July 26, Laos and Switzerland signed a new

bilateral agreement on scheduled air services,

replacing the outdated 1999 accord.

This new agreement enhances operational flexibility

for airlines, allowing unlimited airline designations and

code-share flights, thereby increasing flight frequency

and variety. Designated airlines can now operate direct

flights without frequency limitations, streamlining

travel and fostering closer economic ties between the

two nations.

Aiming to boost tourism, trade, and investment, the

agreement will come into force after both countries

complete their legal formalities and exchange

diplomatic notes. [Laotian Times]

Laos, Hong Kong sign 12 trade agreements

(dql) Led by Chief Executive John Lee, a high-level

delegation from Hong Kong visited Vientiane from July

28-30 and signed 12 agreements with Lao trading

partners across various sectors. The visit aimed to

enhance bilateral relations in trade, investment,

finance, fintech, transport, logistics, and education,

fostering mutual support between Hong Kong, Laos,

and the ASEAN region.
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The delegation, comprising around 30 leaders from

international, Mainland Chinese, and Hong Kong

enterprises, explored key sites like the Vientiane

Saysettha Development Zone and Vientiane Railway

Station to assess business and investment

opportunities.

The delegates also met with local business executives

and chambers to discuss potential partnerships

supporting Lao SMEs in finance, renewable energy,

agriculture, and forestry.

Twelve memoranda of understanding (MoUs) were

signed, including agreements between the Customs

and Excise Department of Hong Kong and the Lao

Customs Department, Invest Hong Kong and the Lao

National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, HKTDC

and the Lao Chinese Chamber of Commerce, and

various private sector entities and educational

institutions.

The visit aligned with regional cooperation efforts like

the Belt and Road Initiative and the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership. The upcoming

Belt and Road Summit in Hong Kong on September 11-

12 aims to offer more opportunities for Lao companies

to cooperate with Hong Kong partners.

Lao Deputy Prime Minister Saleumxay Kommasith

urged Hong Kong investors to explore opportunities in

Laos, emphasizing potential growth in tourism and

investment. [The Laotian Times]

Iran seeks to boost ties with Malaysia

(dql) Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has

emphasized strengthening ties with Malaysia across

commercial, economic, political, and technological

sectors, leveraging their shared cultural and religious

bonds. Speaking during a July 30 meeting with

Malaysian Parliament Speaker Johari bin Abdul, who

was in Tehran for Pezeshkian’s inauguration, the

Iranian leader expressed a desire to enhance bilateral

relations and align them with mutual interests.

Pezeshkian also condemned Israeli actions in Gaza as

“genocide” and commended Malaysia's support for

Palestine, calling for greater unity among Muslim

nations to address these issues.

Johari bin Abdul, for his part, highlighted the shared

cultural and religious connections between Malaysia

and Iran and expressed hopes for expanding

cooperation in alignment with mutual interests and the
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broader Islamic community. He also noted Iran’s

potential role in regional stability and encouraged

increased interaction with ASEAN, of which Malaysia

will assume the presidency in 2025. [Tehran Times]

Malaysia to spend USD 21 million on

strengthening security at border to

Thailand

(dql) On July 30, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

announced that MYR 100 million (USD 21.6 million) will

be allocated to enhance facilities in three states

bordering Thailand (Kedah, Perlis, and Kelantan), in a

bid to boost border security and trade activity.

The announcement comes ahead of his summit with

Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin this week. The

summit is expected to address border security and

trade promotion.

The collaboration includes monitoring the movement

of southern insurgents and combating fuel and diesel

smuggling into Thailand, as well as addressing illegal

labor in Malaysia.

Recently, Malaysian immigration authorities arrested

62 Thais, including three children, working illegally in

Ipoh. Additionally, two Thai nationals were

apprehended for attempting to smuggle petrol from

Malaysia to Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Malaysia and Singapore’s SEZ agreement

worries

(oc) Although the Special Economic Zone (SEZ)

agreement, which is planned to come into effect later

this year, has been ubiquitously welcomed there are

some voices of concern. Some Malaysian firms are

worried about competing with the powerhouse that is

the Singaporean economy, with all its efficiencies and

technicalities.

Many firms have been excited about these proposals,

especially because of what they believe to be Anwar

Ibrahim’s gift of political stability. It has been reported

that although 90 percent of Singapore companies want

to invest in Johor, 60 percent envisage difficulties in

finding skilled workers in the region. Whilst Malaysian

firms echo these concerns seeing lower wages in Johor

as a problem when attempting to hire skilled managers

who could receive a higher income in Singapore.
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There may be positivity about the SEZ agreement, and

it will bring many benefits to both nations, but before

the agreement is cemented, certain things need to be

ironed out for it to materialize properly. [Channel

News Asia]

China offers new cooperation

opportunities to Maldives

(sa/lm) Chinese President Xi Jinping has assured the

Maldives of necessary assistance to overcome its

economic challenges, as conveyed by Foreign Minister

Moosa Zameer. During a recent visit to China, Zameer,

along with Finance Minister Mohamed Shafeeq and

Minister of Construction and Infrastructure Abdulla

Muthalib, engaged in extensive talks with Chinese

officials. President Muizzu also sent a special letter to

President Xi, who responded positively.

President Xi promised that China would help the

Maldives through its economic difficulties, including

deferring the repayment of loans from China EXIM

Bank for the next five years. This was announced by

President Muizzu during the Maldives' Independence

Day ceremony. [the edition]

Additionally, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

announced Beijing’s readiness to offer new

cooperation opportunities to the Maldives and other

countries. During his meeting with Zameer, Wang

highlighted the over 300 reform measures from the

recent third plenary session of the 20th CPC Central

Committee as a sign of China's commitment to

expanding high-level cooperation globally, including

with the Maldives. [SunOnline]

Maldivian Minister meets with High

Commissioner of India to strengthen

tourism relations

(lm) Maldivian Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal met

with the High Commissioner of India to the Maldives,

Munu Mahawar, to discuss enhancing tourism

collaboration and increasing Indian tourist visits to the

Maldives. Last year, India was the top source of

tourists to the Maldives with over 200,000 visitors.

However, the number has declined this year, placing

India sixth on the list. [the edition]

Separately, Indian High Commissioner Mahawar met

with Maldivian Parliament Speaker Abdul Raheem
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Abdulla at the People’s Majlis building. The meeting,

also attended by Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim and

ruling PNC’s Parliamentary Group Leader Ibrahim

Falah, focused on undisclosed discussions. [Sun

Online]

Both these meetings follow India’s reduction in budget

outlays for the Maldives under its ‘Neighborhood First’

policy for 2024-25, amid previously strained relations

since November last year. Relations have been

improving recently, highlighted by Maldivian President

Muizzu attending Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s inauguration and a visit to India by Maldivian

Foreign Minister Moosa Zameer to strengthen bilateral

ties.

Maldives seeks United States support for

wider e-commerce access for

entrepreneurs

(sa) The Maldives government has engaged with the

United States to seek support in expanding e-

commerce access for Maldivian entrepreneurs.

Minister of Economic Development and Trade

Mohamed Saeed met with US Ambassador Hugo Yue-

Ho Yon to discuss areas of bilateral cooperation under

the US-Maldives Trade and Investment Framework

Agreement (TIFA).

This follows the recent third meeting of the US-

Maldives TIFA Council, led by Minister Saeed and US

Assistant Trade Representative Brendan Lynch, where

the Maldives sought US assistance in key

developmental areas, enhancing cooperation on

worker rights, digital trade, and environmental

sustainability. The countries also focused on

supporting digital content creators, artists, and

entrepreneurs in utilizing global commercial platforms

and payment solutions. The Maldives highlighted

investment opportunities in sectors such as finance,

maritime, real estate, and tourism. [SunOnline]

Mongolia and U.S. deepen strategic

partnership

(to) On July 23, the US and Mongolia held their first

Comprehensive Strategic Dialogue in Washington, D.C.

It was co-chaired by US Secretary of State Antony J.

Blinken and visiting Mongolian Foreign Minister

Battsetseg Batmunkh. Discussions covered politics,

defense, trade, education, and culture, with a
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commitment to deepening economic cooperation in

critical minerals, energy, and digital development.

This event marks a significant step in the Strategic

Third Neighbor Partnership, a framework for

enhancing bilateral cooperation in politics, economics,

and security. The Strategic Third Neighbor Partnership

was formalized with the introduction of the "Mongolia

Third Neighbor Trade Act" in the Senate on November

30, 2023, promoting duty-free treatment for certain

imports from Mongolia.

This framework is supported by Mongolia’s Third

Neighbor Policy, which focuses on building

relationships with countries other than Russia and

China, the two superpowers that historically have had

exerted their sphere of influence over the country.

[GoGo Mongolia] [Montsame News Agency] [Reuters]

Blinken will pay an official visit to Mongolia on August 1

at the invitation of Battsetseg Batmunkh. The visit will

include a courtesy call on President Khurelsukh

Ukhnaa and Prime Minister of Mongolia Oyun-Erdene

Luvsannamsrai. Battsetseg Blinken will hold official

talks. [Aki Press]

Mongolia and US sign agreement to

enhance aviation security

(to) The Civil Aviation Authority of Mongolia and the

U.S. Transportation Security Administration (TSA)

signed a Letter of Intent (LOI) on July 22, aimed at

enhancing Mongolia's civil aviation security, training

personnel, and initiating direct flights to the U.S. 

The agreement is part of the Comprehensive Strategic

Dialogue between the two nations (see article above).

This collaboration is expected to help Mongolia meet

FAA standards and boost economic, tourism, and

cultural exchanges under the Strategic Third Neighbor

Partnership. [Montsame News Agency]

Mongolia and South Korea to establish

joint startup support center

(to) The Governor’s Office of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia’s

capital, and the Korea Institute of Startup and

Entrepreneurship Development (KISED), a government

agency dedicated to supporting startups and fostering

entrepreneurship in South Korea, have agreed to
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establish a Mongolia-South Korea joint startup support

center. The agreement was made through discussions

and a meeting on July 23 between Manduul

Nyamandeleg, the Deputy Governor of Ulaanbaatar

City, and Dr. Kim Jung Hyun, Advisor and Professor at

KISED.

This collaboration aims to boost Mongolia’s startup

ecosystem by assisting 3,000 entrepreneurs, training

over 1,000 public servants, and supporting 45 startups

over three years. The center will also develop

educational materials and training programs,

enhancing economic innovation, exports, and

experience exchange. [Aki Press]

Four pro-Junta Myanmar political parties

joined study visit to China

(tl) Four Pro-Junta Myanmar political parties, including

the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP),

are on a goodwill study visit to China at the invitation

of the Communist Party of China. The USDP delegation

includes former Major General Hla Tun, "Bullet" Hla

Swe, and Maung Myint, who are known for their

involvement in forming and equipping Pyu Saw Htee

militias - organized networks of pro-military and pro-

junta civilians - in central Myanmar.

U Hla Swe, the chairman of the USDP's Naypyitaw

chapter, has taken the lead role in forming and

equipping Pyu Saw Htee militias in his former

constituency, Gangaw Township in Magwe Region. He

organized a rally outside Yangon City Hall in support of

the junta's execution in July 2022 of pro-democracy

activists Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Hla Myo

Aung, and Ko Aung Thura Zaw.

Maung Myint is a former USDP lawmaker in the

country's Lower House for Mingin Township in Sagaing

Region, also a Pyu Saw Htee stronghold. He helped

secure reinforcements and extra firepower for Pyu

Saw Htee militias in battles there, and some National

League for Democracy (NLD) members were arrested

in Mingin and given long-term jail sentences.

U Ko Ko Gyi from People’s Party (PP), Dr. Aye Maung

Arakan Front Party (AFP), and Sai Aik Pao from Shan

Nationalities Democratic Party-White Tiger (SNDP)

joined a goodwill visit to China. These parties have

registered with the election board that the military

junta formed. The four parties have also participated in

the regime-sponsored peace negotiations. Soon after

junta leader Min Aung Hlaing declared that elections

would take place the next year in 2025.
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The four pro-junta parties' members visits the

provinces of Yunnan and Qinghai, where they will

discuss China's rural development program and the

Belt and Road Initiative with Chinese specialists. [The

Irrawaddy][The Star]

Myanmar junta’s foreign affairs minister

meets with deputy minister of China’s

International Liaison Department

(tl)Myanmar's Foreign Minister TU Than Swe met with

Sun Haiyan, deputy minister of the International

Liaison Department of the Communist Party of China

(CCP), in Yunnan Province last week. The Than Swe-Sun

encounter is the first between the foreign minister of

the junta and a Chinese liaison officer.

The meeting aimed to discuss closer cooperation to

promote peace and stability along the border, fight

drug and arms trades, and online scam operations. It

took place as the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army (MNDAA) is attacking Lashio township,

the capital of northern Shan State. The MNDAA has

retaliated with three bombing raids on Laukkai since

early July.

China has been playing an increasingly significant role

in Myanmar's border issues, with former president and

ex-general Thein Sein visiting Beijing last month at the

invitation of the Chinese government. Four political

parties from Myanmar are currently China at the

invitation of the party where they will discuss China's

rural development program and the Belt and Road

Initiative with Chinese specialists

Chinese New Year was proclaimed a national holiday in

Myanmar earlier this month by the state, which

experts believe was an attempt to get China to get

involved in the offensives by ethnic armies and their

resistance allies in northern Shan State. [The

Irrawaddy][infosheet]

Thailand’s central bank to investigate

Myanmar weapons procurement

(tl) Thailand's central bank and anti-laundering office

will investigate claims that Thai commercial banks

facilitated transactions linked to weapons purchases

by Myanmar's junta.
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A UN expert reported that Myanmar military junta

imported nearly USD 130 million in weapons and

military supplies from Thailand-registered suppliers in

the year to March 2024. Five commercial banks in

Thailand were crucial in facilitating these transfers,

more than double the total of the previous year.

Last week, Thai government and banking officials

discussed “transactions that may be linked to the

purchase of weapons and military supplies and the

Myanmar government,” according to the Thai foreign

ministry.

A task force will be jointly established by the Bank of

Thailand and the anti-money laundering office to look

into these transactions. Human rights groups claim

that while the junta fights to quell opposition to its

coup, it may have committed war crimes. [Myanmar

Now][The Irrawaddy]

Nepal’s main coalition parties

demonstrate clear divergence on BRI

implementation

(lm) Nepal’s newly formed government coalition is

facing its first test, as the main coalition partners – the

Nepali Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) – demonstrate a

clear divergence in their approaches vis-a-vis the

implementation of projects under China’s Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI) in the Himalayan nation.

The status of BRI projects in Nepal remains largely

stalled, despite the framework agreement signed

between Kathmandu and Beijing in 2017. As of now, no

significant projects have commenced under the BRI

due to disagreements over the funding modalities.

Nepal prefers grants over loans to execute these

projects, while China has yet to agree to these terms.

There have been ongoing discussions and

negotiations, but they have not resulted in concrete

actions.

The issue has gained prominence since the formation

of the new government coalition earlier this month

because Prime Minister Oli’s CPN-UML has been seen

as favoring closer ties with China, aligning with Beijing's

strategic interests. Conversely, the Nepali Congress has

historically maintained strong ties with India, a

relationship that is rooted in shared political and

cultural ties.

Nepal can’t backtrack on BRI, says Unified Marxist–

Leninist leader says
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Against this backdrop, CPN-UML standing committee

member Rajan Bhattarai stated that Nepal cannot

withdraw from the BRI, given its close relationship with

Beijing. He also mentioned that during the recent

foreign secretary-level talks between Nepal and China,

the signing of the BRI implementation plan was

deferred due to funding concerns. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

Broader discussion needed for BRI execution, Foreign

Minister Rana says

Days later, however, Foreign Minister Arzu Rana – the

wife of Nepali Congress chief Sher Bahadur Deuba –

emphasized the need for broader discussions with

stakeholders before implementing the BRI in Nepal

during a recent meeting with the International

Relations and Tourism Committee of Parliament’s

lower house. Rana also told attendees that any

agreements would be thoroughly discussed in

Parliament and among stakeholders, emphasizing the

long-term implications of such projects for Nepal. [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [Online Radio Nepal]

Japanese parliamentary delegation visits

Nepal, meets with President Paudel

(lm) During a meeting with a Japanese delegation led

by parliamentarian Takebe Arata, Nepal’s President

Ramchandra Paudel encouraged Japanese investment

in the South Asian nation, highlighting opportunities in

sectors such as hydropower, tourism, and agriculture.

President Paudel informed the delegation about recent

legal reforms aimed at creating a favorable investment

environment and expressed gratitude for Japan's

ongoing support, particularly in infrastructure,

agriculture, and health. He emphasized the strong

cultural connection between Nepal and Japan through

Lord Buddha and noted that both countries share

common values in international forums, such as

democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

The Japanese delegation expressed interest in

investing in Nepal and suggested economic

decentralization to create a favorable environment for

Japanese companies and for Nepalese students

returning from Japan. Arata, also the Chairperson of

the Standing Committee on Judicial Affairs in Japan's

House of Representatives, highlighted the need for

Nepal to retain skilled returnees by providing them

with opportunities to work within the country. [The

Himalayan Times]
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Trash-carrying ballon from North Korea

lands on presidential office compound

(jf) A trash-carrying ballon from North Korea landed on

the presidential office compound on July 24, according

to the Presidential Security Service (PSS).

The PSS reported that it found debris on the

presidential compound grounds while monitoring the

latest batch of balloons launched by North Korea

earlier that day. Other South Korean media reported

the balloons caused no damage. AFP reported that the

balloons caused Seoul to call chemical response

teams.

This marks the first instance of the South Korean

presidential compound in downtown Seoul, a location

safeguarded by numerous soldiers and a no-fly zone,

being directly struck by one of the thousands of trash-

carrying balloons launched by Pyongyang since May.

Since May, more than 3,000 North Korean balloons,

often filled with garbage such as cigarette butts,

discarded batteries and even manure have fallen in the

South, according to South Korean officials. The balloon

flights have resumed after South Korea's increase in

frontline broadcasts of K-pop songs and propaganda

messages across the heavily fortified border with its

rival. (see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4). [Yonhap News

Agency] [The Guardian] [CNN]

North Korea accused of providing Russia

with more than five million artillery

munitions

(jf) North Korea is suspected of sending containers

capable of holding over 5 million artillery shells to

Russia, South Korea's defense chief revealed on July

24, amid ongoing concerns about the deepening

military ties between the two countries.

According to Defense Minister Shin Won-sik, shipments

presumed to have been delivered to Russia from North

Korea by July 15 included containers capable of holding

around 5.2 million artillery shells and numerous short-

range ballistic missiles. This information was shared in

an interview published in the Japanese Yomiuri

Shimbun newspaper earlier today.

Shin reiterated South Korea's position that its potential

arms supply to Ukraine would depend on the extent

and specifics of military cooperation between Moscow

and Pyongyang, including transactions involving
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weapons and military technology. [Yonhap News

Agency]

North Korea promises to deepen ties with

Belarus

(jf) On July 24, North Korea's Foreign Minister Choe

Son-hui hosted a banquet for the visiting his

Belarusian counterpart Maxim Vladimirovich

Ryzhenkov, pledging to comprehensively expand their

bilateral relations, North Korea's state media reported.

The banguet was part of Ryzhenkov’s three-day visit to

North Korea last week.

The two sides agreed on the next steps to further

develop the legal framework and intensify cooperation

between the foreign ministries, as well as in multiple

areas, such as healthcare, education, agriculture and

sport. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Belarus]

Ryzhenkov, highlighted that both Belarusian President

Alexander Lukashenko and North Korean leader Kim

Jong-un are keen on strengthening their countries'

relations based on mutual trust, respect, and

understanding.

While North Korean state media did not provide details

about a bilateral meeting between the diplomats,

experts believe Ryzhenkov's visit was likely focused on

fostering trilateral cooperation to address their

respective conflicts with the West.

The three countries have faced Western sanctions and

increasing international isolation due to different

issues: North Korea because of its advancing nuclear

program, Russia due to its invasion of Ukraine, and

Belarus for supporting Russia's invasion and its widely

criticized 2020 election along with human rights

abuses. [Yonhap News Agency] [AP News]

Pakistan’s finance minister in China to

seek debt relief

(lm) Pakistan's Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb arrived in Beijing on July 25 to discuss debt

relief and power sector structural reforms with

Chinese officials, sources say. Accompanied by Power

Minister Awais Leghari, Aurangzeb aims to reprofile

nearly USD 15 billion in energy sector debt. The

discussions align with the International Monetary

Fund's (IMF) suggested reforms, following a USD 7

billion bailout for Pakistan.
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China has invested over USD 20 billion in planned

energy projects in Pakistan and has previously assisted

Pakistan in meeting external financing needs through

loan rollovers and disbursements. The talks focus on

addressing Pakistan's power sector issues, such as

high rates of power theft and distribution losses, which

contribute to significant debt.

The Pakistani government is implementing reforms to

reduce "circular debt" by PKR 100 billion (USD 360

million) annually. Previous IMF bailout conditions,

including raising power tariffs, have impacted poor and

middle-class households. Both countries' finance

ministries have not commented on the current

discussions.[Arab News]

Pakistan seeks help from Myanmar to

recover citizens from ‘criminal networks’

(lm) Pakistan announced last week that it had

contacted Myanmar authorities to secure the release

of six Pakistani nationals allegedly detained by criminal

networks. These individuals were lured by fake job

offers from alleged Chinese scammers in Thailand and

are now being forced to work up to 18 hours a day

under harsh conditions, including torture and sleep

deprivation.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, chairman of the Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP), has also called for measures to

recover the detained individuals and ensure their safe

return to Pakistan. [Arab News]

US plans USD 101 million aid to

strengthen democracy in Pakistan,

counter Chinese influence

(ss/lm) The United States plans to allocate USD 101

million in fiscal year 2025 to strengthen democracy in

Pakistan, address militancy threats, and reduce

Islamabad’s dependence on China. This budget

allocation was announced by Donald Lu, the Assistant

Secretary for the Bureau of South and Central Asian

Affairs, during a hearing with the House Foreign Affairs

Committee. The funds are part of a broader USD 1.01

billion budget proposal for South and Central Asia,

which represents a 1.9 percent decrease from fiscal

year 2023.

Lu, who faced accusations from former Prime Minister

Imran Khan’s party for his alleged role in Khan’s
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administration’s downfall — claims denied by

Washington — acknowledged the US struggle to

compete with China in the region. He emphasized the

need to offer better development opportunities,

commercial deals, and security solutions to counter

China’s influence, despite budget constraints. [Arab

News 1] [Dawn]

US declines to take position on Imran Khan’s

incarceration, calls it Pakistan’s internal matter

In notable related developments, Washington recently

stated that it does not take a position on Pakistan’s

internal political issues, including the incarceration of

former Prime Minister Imran Khan. This comment was

made in response to a journalist's question regarding

the State Department’s budget request for

strengthening democracy in Pakistan and the lack of

efforts by US envoy Donald Lu to meet Khan. [Arab

News 2]

Pakistan’s EU ambassador hosts luncheon

for FoodAG 2024 participants

(ss) Pakistan’s Ambassador to the European Union,

Belgium, and Luxembourg, hosted a luncheon in

Brussels for companies set to participate in the second

edition of FoodAG 2024, taking place in Karachi from

August 9-11. Attendees were informed about trade

and investment opportunities in Pakistan’s agriculture

sector and assured of a warm reception in the country.

FoodAG 2024 seeks to bring together international and

local communities under the theme "Growing a

Sustainable Future," promoting optimism for a

collaborative future. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan, United Kingdom agree to

enhance bilateral ties

(ss) Pakistan and the United Kingdom have agreed to

enhance bilateral cooperation and remain engaged

leading up to the Commonwealth Heads of

Government Meeting in October. This understanding

was reached during a phone call between Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar

and the newly elected British Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, Commonwealth and Development

Affairs, David Lammy.[Radio Pakistan]
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Speaker of Pakistan’s legislator meets

with Italy’s envoy, highlights role of

parliamentary diplomacy

(ss) Speaker of the National Assembly Sardar Ayaz

Sadiq emphasized that parliamentary diplomacy

between Pakistan and Italy can enhance the

relationship between the two nations. During a

meeting with Italian Ambassador Marilina Armellin in

Islamabad, Sadiq highlighted that the exchange of

parliamentary delegations and the Pakistan-Italy

Parliamentary Friendship Group would further

strengthen bilateral ties. The Italian Ambassador

expressed a desire to expand Italy's strategic

partnership with Pakistan. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan’s privatization minister, French

envoy discuss trade, bilateral ties

(lm) Pakistan’s Privatization Minister Abdul Aleem Khan

met with French Ambassador Nicolas Galle in

Islamabad last week to discuss trade and bilateral ties.

Khan highlighted Pakistan's plans to complete the road

network to China and Central Asian countries to boost

regional trade. He emphasized that Islamabad is

privatizing its loss-making public entities to strengthen

the economy, as these institutions have the potential

to become profitable. The French ambassador

expressed interest in investing in various sectors in

Pakistan, and they discussed proposals to enhance

bilateral trade between the two countries. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s navy chief visits Romania to

strengthen bilateral naval cooperation

(ss) Pakistan’s Naval Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf

made an official visit to Romania, where he met with

the Chief of Defence Staff of Romania and the Chief of

the Romanian Navy. Their discussions focused on

regional maritime security, stability, bilateral military

cooperation, and professional issues of mutual

interest. Admiral Ashraf also gave a lecture on "Joint

Maritime Defence" at the National Defense University

of Romania. He emphasized the importance of

collective efforts by naval forces to enforce maritime

law. [Radio Pakistan]
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Pakistan, Saudi Arabia agree to enhance

cooperation in IT, cybersecurity

(lm) On July 25, Pakistan’s IT Minister Shaza Fatima

Khawaja and Saudi Arabia’s envoy to Islamabad, Nawaf

bin Said Al-Malki, met to discuss boosting cooperation

in information technology and cybersecurity. The

meeting underscored the close collaboration between

the two nations in these fields, with Khawaja urging

Saudi Arabia to facilitate travel and visa issues for

Pakistani IT firms. Saudi Ambassador Al-Malki assured

full support and facilitation for Pakistani tech

companies.

This collaboration is part of broader efforts to enhance

Pakistan’s IT sector, which saw a 32 percent increase in

monthly IT exports in February compared to the

previous year, driven by tech startups and freelancers.

[Arab News]

Pakistan’s religious affairs minister

reports 50,000 citizens missing in Iraq

during religious tourism

(lm) Pakistan’s Minister for Religious Affairs Chaudhry

Salik Hussain reported that 50,000 Pakistanis have

gone missing in Iraq after traveling for religious

tourism. This figure was revealed during a briefing to

the Senate Standing Committee on Religious Affairs

and Interfaith Harmony on July 24. The period over

which these disappearances occurred was not

specified. The minister announced a new policy to

address the issue, which is pending federal cabinet

approval.

The committee discussed various challenges faced by

pilgrims, including difficulties at the Taftan border

between Pakistan and Iran, and highlighted the need

for a complaint cell similar to the one assisting Hajj

pilgrims. Senator Raja Nisar Abbas noted that many

missing individuals traveled illegally and faced

significant hardships due to inadequate facilities at the

border. [Arab News]

French company HDF to bring green

hydrogen to Philippines’ Mindanao region

(rr) The French company Hydrogene De France (HDF)

Energy is making significant strides to bring green

hydrogen technology to Mindanao, Philippines. A

memorandum of cooperation was signed on July 19,
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involving local government officials and witnessed by

Mindanao Development Authority Secretary Leo

Tereso Magno and French Ambassador to the

Philippines, Marie Fontanel.

HDF plans to establish 10 power plants across

Mindanao, aiming to make renewables account for 50

percent of the region's energy mix by 2030. The

projects, expected to cost around USD 1 billion, target

off-grid communities and areas with unstable power

supply, aiming to reduce electricity costs and enhance

power reliability. The first phase includes the setup of

three plants generating a total of 104MW, with further

phases involving larger projects.

This move aligns with the French government’s focus

on combating climate change and supporting green

energy transitions in international partnerships. Local

government units are crucial for project success,

especially in land identification and clearance. The

Department of Energy (DOE) in the Philippines has

issued guidelines offering incentives for hydrogen

production to promote sustainable energy solutions.

[Inquirer]

Philippines, United Kingdom seek to

expand ties on maritime domain

awareness

(lm) The Philippines and the United Kingdom are

seeking to strengthen cooperation on maritime

domain awareness (MDA), as discussed during the 2nd

Philippine-UK Maritime Dialogue in London on July 5.

Senior officials from both countries deliberated on

enhancing collaboration in several maritime areas,

including the safety of merchant shipping vessels and

seafarers, cybersecurity challenges, strategic

communications, crisis management, the law of the

sea, marine environment, and ocean governance.

Key participants included DFA Assistant Secretary

Marshall Louis Alferez and UK Foreign,

Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO)

officials. Both sides expressed commitment to

implementing the dialogue's outcomes and agreed

action points. Additionally, the Philippine delegation

visited the UK’s Joint Maritime Security Centre and

Maritime Trade Operation Information Centre in

Portsmouth.

The Philippine-UK Maritime Dialogue serves as a

bilateral platform for exchanging views on maritime

and ocean-related matters and expanding maritime
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cooperation. The inaugural dialogue was held in Manila

in February 2023. [Philippine News Agency]

Malaysian army chief concludes

introductory visit to Singapore

(sm) General Tan Sri Dato’ Wira Muhammad

Hafizuddeain bin Jantan, Chief of Army of the

Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF), paid an introductory

visit to Singapore from July 22-24. While in the

neighboring city-state, he met with Senior Minister of

State for Defence Zaqy Mohamad at the Ministry of

Defence (MINDEF), where they reaffirmed the

importance of strong ties between the Singapore Army

and Malaysian Army as well as discussed efforts to

enhance cooperation.

During his visit, Gen Hafizuddeain also called on Chief

of Defence Force Vice Admiral Aaron Beng and Chief of

Army Major-General David Neo. He visited the SAF

Commandos at Pasir Ris Camp, where he observed

Close-Quarter Combat and Parachute Drills,

experienced a ride on the Light Strike Vehicle Mark II

and participated in a shoot with the HK416 Assault

Rifle using Man Marking Rounds. Additionally, he also

exchanged parachutist wings with Major-General Neo

during the visit. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Philippines, Singapore ink new agreement

to deepen defence cooperation

(sm) The Philippines and Singapore on July 24 signed a

defense agreement to broaden their military

engagement, focusing on areas such as military

education and anti-terrorism. The memorandum of

understanding, signed by Philippine Defense Secretary

Gilberto Teodoro Jr. and Singapore’s Defense Minister

Ng Eng Hen, coincided with the anniversary of

diplomatic ties between the two nations.

The agreement aims to foster closer people-to-people

links and builds on existing cooperation in education,

training, and humanitarian assistance. The agreement

may allow for limited joint drills, such as "tabletop

exercises" simulating responses to humanitarian crises

and natural disasters. However, it is not a status-of-

forces agreement like those the Philippines has with

countries like the United States, which allow for large-

scale joint combat exercises.
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Additionally, leaders from both sides also reaffirmed

their commitment to continue collaboration through

the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) and

ADMM-Plus forums.

This comes as the Philippines, under President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr., has been forming new security

alliances with various Asian and Western countries and

has allowed an increased U.S. military presence at

more Philippine bases amid heightened territorial

disputes with China in the South China Sea. Beijing has

criticized these alliance-building efforts, labeling them

as provocative and aimed at containing China.

Earlier, the Philippines and Japan signed the Reciprocal

Access Agreement, allowing the deployment of forces

for joint military exercises. The Philippines is also

negotiating similar defense agreements with Canada,

New Zealand, and France. Both Japan and the

Philippines are treaty allies of the US, and their leaders

held trilateral talks with President Joe Biden, who

reaffirmed Washington's commitment to defending

them. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore] [The Straits

Times] [Associated Press]

Singapore, Vietnam to promote

cooperation on green digital economy

(lb) Vietnam and Singapore have committed to

enhancing cooperation in the green and digital

economy. During a meeting on July 25, Deputy Prime

Minister Tran Luu Quang of Vietnam hosted his

Singaporean counterpart Gan Kim Yong, who was in

Hanoi for the funeral of Party General Secretary

Nguyen Phu Trong.

Gan Kim Yong expressed Singapore’s condolences and

highlighted the strategic partnership established

during Trong's 2012 visit to Singapore, which led to

numerous collaborative projects, including 18 Vietnam-

Singapore Industrial Parks (VSIPs) and a recent

memorandum of understanding (MoU) on a Green-

Digital Economic Partnership and renewable energy

agreement.

Quang suggested developing the VSIP network

sustainably and enhancing collaboration in digital

transformation, circular economy, innovation, clean

energy, education, and high-quality human resources.

[Vietnam Plus]
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Singapore’s state-owned investment firm

to invest USD 30 billion in United States

over five years

(lm) Temasek Holdings, Singapore’s state-owned

investment firm, plans to invest USD 30 billion in the

US market over the next five years. This decision

reflects Temasek's cautious stance on investing in

China. For the first time in over a decade, Temasek's

investments in North and South America, which now

account for 22 percent (USD 63 billion) of its portfolio,

have surpassed its investments in China, which make

up 19 percent. Investments in Singapore remain the

largest portion at 27 percent.

Temasek oversees SGP 389 billion (USD 289 billion) in

assets as of March, an increase from SGP 382 billion

the previous year. Amid the US-China competition over

semiconductor manufacturing, Temasek has been

strategic, focusing on less geopolitically sensitive

sectors in China and aiming for investments in large

domestic companies, electric-vehicle makers, and

biotech firms.

In the US, Temasek is targeting AI-related firms,

semiconductor companies, and infrastructure projects

such as data centers. They are structuring investments

to navigate geopolitical tensions, including taking

passive public equity stakes in semiconductor

companies. Temasek's US assets have grown fivefold

over the past decade.[South China Morning Post]

Singapore, European Union conclude

negotiations on new digital trade deal

(lb) The European Union concluded negotiations with

Singapore on a new Digital Trade Agreement aimed at

boosting online trade, aiding SMEs in digital

transformation, and facilitating data flows. This

agreement complements the existing EU-Singapore

Free Trade Agreement from 2019.

The deal, announced after talks in Brussels between

EU Trade Commissioner Valdis Dombrovskis and

Singapore’s Trade Minister Grace Fu, aims to reduce

administrative and financial burdens for SMEs, enable

interoperable digital trade systems for e-payments and

electronic contracts, and establish rules on data flow. It

also sets high standards for personal data protection

and prohibits data localization requirements, though it

excludes the EU's e-privacy rules and General Data

Protection Regulation.
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This agreement is part of the EU's strategy to form

partnerships in East and Southeast Asia amid tensions

with China. Singapore, which counts the EU as its

second-largest partner in digital trade, stands to

benefit significantly, with EUR 43 billion in digitally

delivered trade services between the two regions in

2022.

The agreement will take effect once approved by

Singapore and the EU Member States through a

qualified majority vote in the Council and the European

Parliament. A similar digital trade agreement with

South Korea is under negotiation, and a Data Flow

Agreement with Japan came into force earlier this

month. [EuroNews]

German Chief of Cyber and Information

Domain Service awarded Singapore’s

prestigious military award

(sm) On July 25, German Chief of Cyber and

Information Domain Service (CIDS) Vice Admiral

(VADM) Dr. Thomas Daum received Singapore’s

Meritorious Service Medal (Military) [MSM(M)] from

President Tharman Shanmugaratnam. The award,

presented by Senior Minister of State for Defence Zaqy

Mohamad, honors VADM Daum’s significant role in

enhancing defence ties between Singapore and

Germany, particularly in digital, cyber, and information

domains.

Under VADM Daum’s leadership, bilateral cooperation

has expanded, including a Singapore-Germany joint

team for Exercise Locked Shields in April 2024. Regular

high-level visits, defence cyber exercises, and expert

exchanges have enhanced mutual understanding,

bilateral training, and capability development between

CIDS and the Digital and Intelligence Service (DIS).

During his official visit to Singapore from July 21-27,

VADM Daum inspected a Guard of Honour, visited key

defence sites, met with top defence officials, and

delivered a keynote address at the 2nd Digital Defence

Symposium (DDS) held in Singapore. [Ministry of

Defence, Singapore]

Chinese, South Korean vice foreign

ministers hold first strategic meeting in

more than two years
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(jf) On July 24, the vice foreign ministers of South Korea

and China held their first high-level strategic talks in

over two years amid increasing cooperation between

North Korea and Russia. First Vice Foreign Minister Kim

Hong-kyun and his Chinese counterpart, Ma Zhaoxu,

met in Seoul to discuss bilateral cooperation on key

regional and global issues.

The talks occurred against the backdrop of growing

military cooperation between North Korea and Russia,

following Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to

Pyongyang last month for summit talks with North

Korean leader Kim Jong-un. The visit saw the signing of

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement with

mutual defense assurances (see AiR No. 26, June/2024,

4).

The ministry indicated that discussions would cover a

wide range of topics, including peace efforts on the

Korean Peninsula, regional and global security

situations, and ways to strengthen bilateral relations.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea, China agree to continue

conversation regarding stable supply

chains

(jf) On July 30, Seoul's foreign ministry announced that

South Korea and China have agreed to maintain

communications to ensure stable supply chains and

boost bilateral trade and investment during the

economic talks between Kim Jin-dong, director-general

for bilateral economic affairs at the ministry, and his

Chinese counterpart, Wang Liping, in Beijing.

The meeting discussed ways to enhance regional

economic cooperation, cultural content exchanges,

and the protection of intellectual property rights,

according to the ministry.

Since 1993, the two nations have held annual talks to

review the progress of bilateral economic cooperation,

attended by director-general level officials from South

Korea's foreign ministry and China's commerce

ministry. [The Korean Times]

South Korean military investigates info

leak of agents spying on North Korea

(jf) South Korea’s military is investigating a leak of

personal information belonging to agents from an
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intelligence unit tasked with spying on North Korea. 

The Korea Defense Intelligence Command detected the

leak about a month ago, discovering that classified

information, including personal data of its overseas

agents, had been compromised. This discovery led to

an investigation by the Defense Counterintelligence

Command. The leaked information reportedly included

data on official cover agents working as diplomats and

undercover agents. Some of these agents have

returned home due to concerns about their identities

being exposed.

Military authorities have found that many of the

affected agents were involved in operations related to

North Korea, and there are indications that the leaked

data may have been directed to the North.

The investigation is focusing on a civilian official at the

Korea Defense Intelligence Command after it was

found that classified files had been transferred to the

official's personal laptop. Authorities suspect the

laptop to be the source of the leak, although the

official claims it was hacked. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea’s Cabinet approves

establishment of strategic command

countering North Korea

(jf) South Korea's Cabinet approved on July 30 a

proposed presidential decree to create a strategic

command to effectively counter North Korea's

increasingly sophisticated nuclear and missile threats,

according to the presidential office. The strategic

command will play a central role in integrating South

Korea's advanced conventional forces with US nuclear

forces, thereby enhancing the integrated deterrence

between the treaty allies against potential North

Korean attacks.

South Korea's strategic command will develop and

implement the concept and plans for the conventional

nuclear integration (CNI) of Korea and the US in

coordination with key units, including the US strategic

command, and take the lead in conducting associated

training and exercises. Additionally, the command will

assume responsibilities such as preparation, planning,

joint execution, and information sharing for exercises

involving US strategic assets deployed on the Korean

Peninsula, the official explained.

The foundation of the CNI is the "Guidelines for

Nuclear Deterrence and Nuclear Operations on the

Korean Peninsula" signed between South Korea and
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the US during the NATO summit on July 11 (see AiR No.

29, July/2024, 3). 

South Korea is the second non-nuclear state, following

Saudi Arabia, to establish a dedicated strategic

command. This strategic command will be overseen by

the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff during both

wartime and peacetime. The first commander will be

an Air Force Lieutenant General, and the position will

subsequently rotate among three-star generals from

the Army, Navy, and Air Force. The command will work

in cooperation with the existing Korea-US Combined

Forces Command.

According to the Defense Ministry, the initial phase will

involve organizing key units essential for the

operations of CNI and implementing "massive

punishment and retaliation" strategies within the

command. The second phase will expand the

command's responsibilities to include new military

domains such as space, cyber, and electromagnetic

spectrum operations. [The Korea Herald]

Japan to resume funding for stalled

projects in Sri Lanka

(sa) Japan will resume funding for stalled projects in Sri

Lanka, following the signing of a Memorandum of

Understanding on debt restructuring. The Japanese

Embassy confirmed this decision, highlighting Japan's

support for Sri Lanka’s economic recovery.

Ambassador Mizukoshi Hideaki praised Sri Lanka's

reform efforts and reiterated Japan’s commitment to

supporting key infrastructure projects. Secretary

Mahinda Siriwardana expressed gratitude for Japan’s

continuous support. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka requests Myanmar's aid in

rescuing citizens from cyber slave camp

(sa) Sri Lanka has requested Myanmar's assistance in

rescuing a group of Sri Lankans held captive in a cyber

slave camp operated by a terrorist group in Myanmar.

The captives were originally brought to Thailand under

the pretense of IT jobs but were instead trafficked to

Myanmar. In December last year, it was reported that

56 Sri Lankans were trapped in these camps, and in

April this year, eight of them were successfully

repatriated.
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Sri Lanka's Defence Secretary, General Kamal

Gunaratne, met with Myanmar Prime Minister Min

Aung Hlaing to seek help in rescuing the remaining

captives. The prime minister assured that the

Myanmar government would cooperate and prioritize

resolving this issue. This meeting took place during the

4th BIMSTEC National Security Chiefs' meeting, where

they also discussed bilateral cooperation and friendly

relations between the two countries. [Daily Mirror]

European Union renews ban on Sri Lankan

militant organization LTTE

(sa) The European Union (EU) has renewed its ban on

the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a militant

organization that sought to create an independent

Tamil state in the north and east of Sri Lanka,

especially during the Sri Lankan Civil War, which lasted

from 1983 to 2009, for an additional six months. As a

result of this decision, the LTTE, along with other

designated persons, groups, and entities, will continue

to face financial sanctions. These sanctions include the

freezing of funds and other financial assets or

economic resources within EU member states.

Additionally, EU entities are prohibited from providing

funds and economic resources to these proscribed

organizations. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan and China to meet over Kinmen

speedboat incident

(jp) Officials from Taiwan and China will meet on July

30 in Kinmen County to discuss the February 14

Kinmen speedboat incident, which resulted in the

deaths of two Chinese nationals. The original meeting,

scheduled for July 24, was postponed due to Typhoon

Gaemi, according to Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Council

(MAC). 

The incident occurred when Taiwan's Coast Guard

pursued an unregistered Chinese speedboat that

entered prohibited waters off Kinmen. The boat

refused a request for inspection and fled, leading to a

high-speed chase. The pursuit ended when the

speedboat made a sudden turn, collided with a Coast

Guard vessel, and capsized, resulting in the deaths of

two crew members. The surviving two Chinese

nationals were returned to China on February 20, while

the bodies and the speedboat remained in Kinmen for

investigation (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3).
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Previous negotiations in February and March failed to

reach an agreement, with China criticizing Taiwan for

not providing a satisfactory explanation and creating

obstacles to compensation for the victims' families.

Taiwan's CGA countered that the Chinese demands did

not align with Taiwan's legal system, impeding a

consensus.

The upcoming meeting aims to resolve outstanding

issues, including compensation and the return of the

bodies and the speedboat. If successful, a consensus

agreement may be signed, and the remains of the

deceased and the speedboat could be returned to

China the same day. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwanese legislative delegation meets

Czech officials to strengthen bilateral ties

(jp) A legislative delegation led by Deputy Speaker

Johnny Chiang met with Czech Senate President Miloš

Vystrčil and other officials in Prague on July 23.

During the meeting, Chiang emphasized the European

Union's "Global Gateway" initiative, suggesting that

Taiwan and the Czech Republic could serve as

"gateways" to their respective regions, fostering

greater cooperation and connecting more democratic

allies.

Chiang highlighted the Czech Republic's recent efforts

in "opening European doors for Taiwan" and stressed

the importance of tangible bilateral cooperation. He

expressed gratitude to Vystrčil for his 2020 visit to

Taiwan, which symbolized strong support. Chiang also

noted the significant advancements in Taiwan-Czech

relations, such as the establishment of direct flights,

increased trade, and enhanced cultural exchanges.

[Focus Taiwan]

The delegation also engaged with Czech senators who

pointed out that the COVID-19 pandemic had

interrupted student exchange programs between high

schools. With Czech students now in Taiwan, there is

hope for Taiwanese students to study in the Czech

Republic, aiming to boost cultural and educational

exchanges in the future, the statement said. [Focus

Taiwan] 

Taiwan considers additional aid to Haiti

amid stabilizing conditions
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(jp) Political and social turmoil in Haiti is showing signs

of stabilization following the arrival of Kenyan police

forces last month, and Taiwan may donate more

supplies to assist, a senior Taiwanese diplomat

indicated in Taipei on July 23.

Haiti has been faced with gang violence and social

unrest since the assassination of former President

Jovenel Moïse in July 2021. Conditions deteriorated

further in February 2023 when armed groups launched

coordinated attacks in Port-au-Prince, aiming to

overthrow then-Prime Minister Ariel Henry. The

transitional government was established in June to

address the ongoing crisis. 

Cheng Li-cheng, head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs'

(MOFA) Latin American and Caribbean Affairs

Department, noted that Taiwan had previously

donated 100 sets of bulletproof vests to the Haitian

national police in 2023 to aid in their fight against

rampant gang violence. The Haitian government has

requested further assistance from Taiwan, and

discussions are ongoing to determine Haiti's specific

needs, Cheng said during a MOFA briefing. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Taichung Mayor Lu Shiow-yen to

resume U.S. trip following Typhoon Gaemi

(jp) Taichung Mayor Lu Shiow-yen will resume her U.S.

trip now that Typhoon Gaemi has left Taiwan, the

Taichung City government announced in a press

statement on July 26. Lu, a member of the opposition

Kuomintang, is scheduled to depart from Taiwan

Taoyuan International Airport at 10 p.m. on July 26 to

continue her 10-day visit. 

The trip aims to strengthen ties with Taichung’s

relationships with 16 sister cities and two friendship

cities in the U.S. In addition to strengthening ties and

exchanges with those cities, she and city officials will

also visit high-tech companies, meet with Taichung

business people working in the U.S. and overseas

compatriots in the San Francisco and Greater Los

Angeles areas. [Focus Taiwan 1] 

Lu initially departed for the U.S. on the evening of July

22 but decided to return to Taiwan on July 23 to

oversee typhoon response efforts, arriving back on

Wednesday morning. Her decision to return prompted

criticism from city councilors of the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party, who accused her of staging a

publicity stunt and wasting public money on business-

class flights. Lu defended her actions, stating that both
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the typhoon response and the U.S. visit were official

duties and urged focus on typhoon preparedness and

recovery. [Focus Taiwan 2] 

Thailand to set up a task force to prevent

transactions for Myanmar arms

procurements

(msz) Thailand will establish a task force to improve the

due diligence capabilities of its financial institutions to

prevent transactions that could fund arms purchases

and human rights abuses in Myanmar. This decision

follows a UN report indicating a surge in money moved

through Thai banks for weapons used by Myanmar's

junta against civilians.

The task force, involving the Bank of Thailand and the

Anti-Money Laundering Office, aims to investigate

these transactions and enhance the oversight abilities

of Thai financial institutions. This comes after bank

representatives acknowledged following regulations

but admitted to lacking the capacity to scrutinize all

transactions thoroughly.

The initiative is a response to concerns that Thai-

registered companies used local banks to transfer USD

20 million for weapons and related materials to

Myanmar in the 2023 fiscal year, down from USD 60

million the previous year. These transactions

undermine global efforts to isolate Myanmar's military,

which has been in conflict with ethnic minority armies

and resistance movements since a coup in 2021.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand pledges USD 250,000 worth of

humanitarian aid to Myanmar

(msz) During the 57th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting and

Post-Ministerial Conference in Vientiane, Laos on July

28, Thai Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa

announced that Thailand pledged USD 250,000 in

humanitarian assistance to the Asean Coordinating

Center for Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster

Management (AHA Centre). Maris insisted that the AHA

Center, which aimed to provide humanitarian aid in

the Myanmar crisis, must ensure the delivery of

assistance to all of the people in Myanmar. Earlier on

March 25, Thailand provided humanitarian aid to the

junta-established Myanmar government for the

Second Thailand-Myanmar Friendship bridge in Tak's

Mae Sot district. [Bangkok Post]
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At the same time, ASEAN members, such as Indonesia,

Laos and Malaysia, supported Thailand's suggestion of

having an open, inclusive and constructive dialogue on

the Myanmar crisis at the Asean Troika informal

consultation. They backed Thailand’s suggestion that

the expanded and inclusive dialogue should include all

stakeholders, including Myanmar's neighbors,

countries that have important roles in Asean such as

the US, China, the United Nations and Laos, and the

Myanmar crisis special envoy. Indonesian Foreign

Minister Retno Marsudi also stressed the urgency of

addressing the deteriorating situation in Myanmar and

halting the rise in cross-border crimes, such as online

scams and drug smuggling.

Beijing supports Thailand’s suppression of

shady Chinese businesses

(msz) Chinese Ambassador Han Zhiqiang has assured

Thai authorities that Beijing supports efforts to crack

down on dubious Chinese businesses operating in

Thailand. This statement was made during a seminar

celebrating the 49th anniversary of diplomatic ties

between the two countries, held amid concerns over a

Chinese-language billboard in Bangkok advertising

quick services for foreign passports and citizenship.

At the seminar, Han highlighted that over 2,400

Chinese companies operate in Thailand, with around

1,400 having passed Board of Investment inspections.

These companies, mainly in manufacturing and

construction, contribute positively through

recruitment, investment, and social projects. However,

some smaller Chinese firms in the service sector,

particularly Sichuan hotpot businesses, might be using

grey capital. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thai Interior Minister Anutin affirms no sale of passports

Meanwhile, Thailand's Interior Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul assured that the sale of passports will not

be allowed in the country. He instructed the Provincial

Administration Department (PAD) to prevent any

future billboards advertising the sale of passports and

to collaborate with relevant government agencies to

screen out criminals attempting to enter Thailand

under the free-visa policy. He also directed the PAD to

work with police to track down members of foreign

call-center gangs operating in the country. Anutin

reassured that while Chinese nationals are welcome to

conduct legitimate business in Thailand, the nation

remains sovereign and vigilant against illegal activities.

[Thai PBS World] [The Nation Thailand]
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Couple behind contentious billboard advertising arrested

In a related development, a 33-year-old Chinese

national was arrested at Don Mueang airport in

Bangkok on July 24. He is the husband of the woman

who commissioned the controversial Chinese-language

billboard advertising foreign passports for sale. The

man was apprehended following an arrest warrant

issued by Chinese authorities for ID card fraud. His

permit to stay in Thailand had also been revoked, and

he is set to be extradited. His wife, who was arrested a

day earlier, was sent to Bangkok North Municipal Court

and is expected to serve four months in detention, pay

a THB 5,000 (USD 140) fine, and be blacklisted by

immigration authorities. [Bangkok Post 2]

Two Thais arrested in Malaysia for petrol

smuggling

(lm) Malaysian authorities arrested two Thai nationals,

a 21-year-old man and a 39-year-old woman, for

attempting to smuggle petrol into Thailand using

vehicles registered in Malaysia. The arrests occurred at

a roadside checkpoint in Kota Putra, Kedah state, set

up to inspect vehicles heading towards the Thai-

Malaysian border. Officials found modified tanks in

their Proton Wira vehicles, each containing 130 liters of

fuel suspected to be petrol. The suspects were handed

over to Malaysian police and are currently under

investigation. This incident follows several warnings

from Malaysian authorities about intensified

operations against fuel smuggling, driven by the

cheaper petrol prices in Malaysia compared to

Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand's Foreign Minister set for official

visit to South Korea

(bk) Thailand's Foreign Minister, Maris Sangiampongsa,

will make an official visit to South Korea from July 31 to

August 2 at the invitation of his South Korean

counterpart, Cho Tae-yul. The two ministers will hold a

bilateral meeting to discuss ways to strengthen

relations between Thailand and South Korea, focusing

on cooperation in future industries to boost economic

growth. They will also exchange views on international

and regional issues of mutual interest. Additionally,

Foreign Minister Maris will pay a courtesy call on the

Prime Minister of South Korea, Han Duck-soo, and

meet with executives from South Korea's leading

conglomerates. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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Rights group, Thai senator speak up for

Vietnamese dissident fighting extradition

from Thailand

(lm) Pressure is mounting on Thailand regarding the

detention of Vietnamese dissident Y Quynh Bdap, who

is fighting extradition back to Vietnam. Bdap, a

member of Vietnam’s Ede minority, was detained on

June 11 and is being held in a Bangkok prison while his

case is reviewed. Vietnam has sentenced the 32-year-

old to 10 years in prison in absentia on terrorism

charges for alleged involvement in deadly attacks in

Dak Lak province in 2023, despite his claim that he has

been in Thailand since 2018 and had no involvement in

the attacks. The UN refugee agency has recognized

Bdap as a "person of concern."

Human Rights Watch senior researcher Sunai Phasuk

warned that deporting Bdap could result in his death,

disappearance, or torture, which would tarnish

Thailand's government. Meanwhile, Thai Senator

Angkhana Neelapaijit, a prominent human rights

activist, emphasized that Bangkok should adhere to

international human rights standards and ratify the

1951 Refugee Convention.

Although Thailand and Vietnam do not have an

extradition treaty, they regularly exchange nationals

on a reciprocal basis. It is believed that Vietnam is

pressuring Thailand to resolve the case in their favor.

[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam, United States discuss supplying

Hanoi with C-130 military transport

planes

(lm) The United States and Vietnam are in discussions

about the sale of Lockheed Martin C-130 Hercules

military transport planes to Hanoi, a move that

indicates closer security cooperation between the two

nations. The deal, which could be finalized this year,

would be Vietnam's largest military procurement since

it announced plans to diversify its defense supplies

away from a reliance on Russian equipment. The C-130

aircraft, capable of transporting troops, military

equipment, and other supplies, would enhance

Vietnam's defense capabilities, especially amid rising

tensions in the South China Sea.

Since the lifting of the US arms embargo on Vietnam in

2016, defense exports have been primarily limited to
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coastguard ships and trainer aircraft. Notably, the

Vietnamese defense ministry has also considered US F-

16 fighter jets, though these negotiations are less

advanced due to potential diplomatic implications and

the complexities of US congressional approval.

Human rights concerns in Vietnam, highlighted in U.S.

State Department reports, could further complicate

the approval process for arms transfers. However, C-

130s are seen as less sensitive and more likely to be

approved compared to combat equipment like fighter

jets. [Reuters]

U.S. Commerce Department delays

market economy status decision for

Vietnam until early August

(lm) The U.S. Commerce Department has postponed its

decision on upgrading Vietnam to market economy

status until early August due to IT disruptions. The

decision was originally expected by July 26 and is

important for both American businesses and

Vietnamese importers.

Vietnam is currently classified as a non-market

economy by the US. This classification means that

Vietnamese goods are subject to higher anti-dumping

duties to offset the perceived unfair advantage due to

government subsidies and market distortions. If

Vietnam is granted market economy status, it would

reduce or eliminate these punitive duties.

[Devdiscourse]

This potential status change has faced opposition from

some US industries but is supported by others who see

it as a means to lower import costs and diversify

supply chains away from China.

The decision is also complicated by recent political

events, such as the death of Vietnam's Communist

Party leader Nguyen Phu Trong and high-level

diplomatic engagements. During President Joe Biden's

visit to Vietnam in September 2023, the two countries

upgraded their relationship to a comprehensive

strategic partnership, with strong support expressed

for Vietnam's market economy transition.

Australia urged to pressure Vietnam on

rights abuses ahead of bilateral human

rights dialogue
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(wn) Ahead of its 19th Human Rights Dialogue with

Vietnam on July 30, the Australian government has

been urged to seek clear, measurable benchmarks for

human rights progress.

Human Rights Watch’s Australia director, Daniela

Gavshon, called for a shift from reactive to proactive

measures, recommending Canberra focus on releasing

political prisoners, ending persecution of

environmental activists, respecting labor rights,

ensuring due process, and ending repression of

religious freedom. The international rights watchdog

highlighted specific cases of detained activists and

recent arrests of journalist Huy Duc and lawyer Tran

Dinh Trien for their pro-democracy posts.

During the March visit of Vietnamese Prime Minister

Pham Minh Chinh to Canberra, the two countries

upgraded their relations to a Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership. Human Rights Watch emphasized that

improved bilateral relations should not hinder

addressing human rights issues. Gavshon criticized the

lack of impact from previous dialogues and urged

Australia to integrate human rights concerns into all

aspects of its dealings with Vietnam, rather than

limiting them to annual dialogues. [Human Rights

Watch] [The Mirage]

Previously, the European Union faced similar pressure

from human rights groups to end what they described

as ineffective "box-ticking" human rights dialogues

with Vietnam, and to take stronger actions against

Hanoi's Communist government. Despite ongoing

discussions since the 1990s and at least 20 formal

dialogue sessions since 2002, critics argue that

Vietnam has made little progress and that repression

has intensified, especially since the EU-Vietnam Free

Trade Agreement (EVFTA) came into force in 2020.

[Deutsche Welle]

Vietnam, Dominican Republic strengthen

parliamentary diplomatic relations

(lm) A delegation from the Vietnamese National

Assembly's Committee for External Relations, led by

Chairman Vu Hai Ha, visited the Dominican Republic

from July 18-20. This visit, part of the legislator’s

foreign affairs program, marked the first official visit by

the Vietnamese National Assembly to the Dominican

Republic, signaling a new chapter in legislative

relations between the two nations.

During the visit, the delegation met with key

Dominican officials, including President of the Senate
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Ricardo de los Santos, Secretary-General of the United

Left Movement Party and Minister of Regional

Integration Policies José Miguel Mejía Abreu, Minister

of Energy and Mines Antonio Almonte, Minister of

Industry, Commerce and MSMEs Víctor Ito Bisonó

Haza, and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Rubén

Silié Valdez.

Both sides acknowledged that while their economic

and trade relations exceed USD 100 million annually, it

does not fully reflect their strong political ties and

potential. They agreed to enhance cooperation in

areas such as trade, investment, climate change

response, digital transformation, renewable energy,

culture, education, and tourism. [VietnamPlus]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

1 August 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

CPG Constitutional Law Series on the occasion of the

75th anniversary of the German Basic Law

Fostering Constitutional Resilience: The Concept of

Defensive Democracy in the German Basic Law

To proactively protect democracy, the German Basic

Law of 1949 incorporates the concept of defensive (or

“militant”) democracy. This includes a range of

measures such as the prohibition of political parties

and associations, the forfeiture of certain fundamental

rights, the duty of civil servants to remain loyal to the

Constitution, the defense of the constitution by

specialized domestic intelligence services, and even a

fundamental right to resist efforts to abolish the free

and democratic order. These measures are sensitive,
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as their misuse can threaten democracy itself.

However, if not used effectively, democracy may still

perish.

This talk will present these precautions and

instruments, their application, and safeguards against

abuse. It will also explore the limits of a national

approach to preserving democracy and the need to

complement it with robust international mechanisms,

in particular at the European level.

For more information, see [CPG].

31 July 2024 @ 10:00- 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

The U.S. Vision for AI Safety: A

Conversation with Elizabeth Kelly,

Director of the U.S. AI Safety Institute

The U.S. AI Safety Institute (AISI) was announced by

Vice President Kamala Harris at the UK AI Safety

Summit in November 2023. The institute was

established to advance the science, practice, and

adoption of AI safety in the face of risks including those

to national security, public safety, and individual rights.

Director Kelly will discuss the U.S. AISI’s recently

released Strategic Vision, its activities under President

Biden’s AI Executive Order, and its approach to the AISI

global network announced at the AI Seoul Summit. 

For more information, visit [CSIS]. 

31 July 2024 @ 9:30- 10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Rebuilding America’s Maritime Strength

with Senator Kelly and Congressman

Waltz

The Maritime Security Dialogue series brings together

CSIS and the U.S. Naval Institute, two of the nation's

most respected non-partisan institutions. The series

highlights the unique challenges facing the Navy,

Marine Corps, and Coast Guard from national level

maritime policy to naval concept development and

program design. Given budgetary challenges,

technological opportunities, and ongoing strategic

adjustments, the nature and employment of U.S.

maritime forces are likely to undergo significant

change over the next ten to fifteen years. The Maritime
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Security Dialogue provides an unmatched forum for

discussion of these issues with the nation’s maritime

leaders. Join the event to learn more from the experts.

For more information, visit [CSIS]. 

31 July 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Rising Seas Triggered Climate Lawsuits:

What Now?

Join for an online discussion on the landmark decision

and the future of climate litigation. Liliana Gamboa, a

nonresident scholar in Carnegie’s Sustainability,

Climate, and Geopolitics program and Carnegie

California, will moderate this panel featuring Antonia

Urrejola, Lee-Anne Sackett, Viviana Krsticevic, and Ama

Francis, They will take audience questions at the

conclusion of the event.

For more information, visit [Carnegie]. 

31 July 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Justice Fair Play Initiative: Private sector

views of justice in Colombia

Join the event for the release of findings of a two-year

research project that identifies the level of access and

delivery of justice in Colombia from a private sector

perspective. The discussion will cover how

inefficiencies in the justice system affect opportunities

for investment and economic growth and explore why

it is important for the US to invest in improving the

Colombian judicial system.

For more information, visit [Atlantic]. 

31 July 2024 @ 3:00- 4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Institute for

Security Studies, South Africa

How creating safe environments prevents

violence against children

This seminar unpacks lessons learnt from successful

interventions that build safe environments for

children. his webinar showcases global approaches to
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creating safe environments and communities.

Speakers will focus on the lessons learned, challenges,

adaptations and key ingredients of successful

interventions.

For more information, visit [ISS]. 

1 August 2024 @ 9:00 -10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Great Powers and the Myanmar Crisis

Join this online event for a discussion with Myanmar

experts Yun Sun and Michael Martin on how China and

the United States are assessing the civil war in

Myanmar.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

1 August 2024 @ 4:00- 5:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies, USA

Press Briefing: Previewing the Australia-

United States Ministerial Consultations

The CSIS will host a call-in press briefing to discuss the

most critical issues surrounding the upcoming AUSMIN

consultations in Washington, DC. CSIS experts will

provide diverse perspectives on the state of U.S.-

Australia relations; expectations for the meetings from

Washington and Canberra; the uptick of activity in the

Pacific; and defense-industrial cooperation.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

1 August 2024 @ 10:00- 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Nuclear Threats and the Role of Allies: A

Conversation with Acting Assistant

Secretary Vipin Narang

Join the event for a discussion with Acting Assistant

Secretary of Defense for Space Policy Dr. Vipin Narang,

moderated by PONI director Dr. Heather Williams. The

event will open with an address by the Acting Assistant

Secretary, followed by an audience Q&A. The Acting

Assistant Secretary will address a range of

international security challenges, including the
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emergence of China as a nuclear peer, and Russian

nuclear threats, and discuss the role of allies in

addressing these challenges. 

For more information, visit [CSIS]. 

1 August 2024 @ 5:30- 6:30 p.m. (GMT-5), The

Chicago Council on Global Affairs, USA

Fixing a Broken Democracy: Lessons from

Poland

Amidst a global rise in authoritarianism, Poland has

emerged as a potential bright spot when it comes to

safeguarding democracy. Last year, Polish voters

dislodged the nationalist Law and Justice party, and the

European Commission recently dropped its Article 7

sanctions against the country, stating there is “no

longer a clear risk of a serious breach of the rule of law

in Poland.” What can we learn from Poland’s example

as the far-right makes gains in other EU countries?

How can democratic institutions be revived after being

subverted by illiberal forces? Join the Council and the

World Justice Project for a conversation with Adam

Bodnar, Poland’s Minister of Justice at the forefront of

efforts to maintain the country’s independent

judiciary. 

For more information, visit [Chicago Council]. 

2 August 2024 @ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), National

University of Singapore, Singapore

China’s National Technology Strategy and

Industrial Landscape: Policies, Practices

and Results of its ‘Technological Return’

This study examines how China’s industrial bases

struggle to maintain a cohesive ecosystem and resilient

and innovative supply chains, and deal with

technological paradoxes. It also highlights some

inherent systemic gaps between laws and policies and

pertinent vulnerabilities that are a result of baroque

procedures and hierarchies.

For more information, visit [NUS].

2 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA
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Forging America’s Tech Future: The Need

for a National Computing Strategy

This discussion will be with Dr. Dario Gil and Dr.

Sethuraman Panchanathan, moderated by Dr. John

Hamre.  Dr. Panchanathan is the director of the U.S.

National Science Foundation.  Dr. Panchanathan is a

computer scientist and engineer with more than three

decades of experience. Throughout his career, Dr.

Panchanathan has been a leader in both higher

education and government, where he has designed

and built knowledge enterprises that advance research

innovation, strategic partnerships, entrepreneurship,

global development, and economic growth. The focus

of this seminar will be the need for a national

computing strategy.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

6 August 2024 @ 3:00 -4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Organized Crime & Violence in Mexico:

Considerations for Future Nearshoring

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

De-risking from China is moving manufacturing closer

to the United States. Nearshoring is expected to

produce opportunities for new investment and

economic growth, but can this historic trend also help

improve security conditions in Mexico? These concerns

and others are addressed in a policy issue paper by Dr.

Cecilia Farfán-Méndez, Researcher with the Institute on

Global Conflict and Cooperation at UC San Diego, as

well as in this panel. Considering that security is a top

concern for moving operations to Mexico, this event

will cover recent trends in organized crime and

violence and offer recommendations for would-be

nearshore-focused investors and Mexican US

policymakers.

For more information, visit [Wilson]. 

6 August 2024 @ 3:00- 4:30 p.m. (GMT+8), Nanyang

Technological University, Singapore

RSIS Book Launch Seminar of “Indonesia

and Islam in Transition”

The book focuses on Islam in Indonesia, showcasing

the wide range of Muslim organisations, belief systems
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and movements, together with an analysis of the

political behaviour of Indonesian Muslims. It includes

an investigation of the structure of groups,

organisations, and societies, and how Muslims within

the archipelago interact within these contexts. In doing

so, it promotes a more nuanced understanding of

Indonesian Muslim society by approaching it through

the utilisation of scholarly frameworks. Join to hear

from the authors.

For more information, visit [Nanyang]. 

7 August 2024 @ 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), National

University of Singapore, Singapore

Addressing Risk by Doing Good: Business

Response to Government Policy Initiative

in China

Why do some firms in China respond actively to

government policy initiatives while others resist? This

seminar highlights firm-level political risk as the

primary motivator of responses, allowing firms to

defend their property rights in weak institutional

environments. Supporting evidence derives from the

responses of listed firms to the Targeted Poverty

Alleviation campaign launched by China in 2015.

Empirically, firm-level political risk is measured with a

text-as-data approach involving 418,480 Q&As in the

meetings between institutional investors and listed

companies, not only capturing within-firm variations

but also providing a substantial understanding of the

political risk firms face. Difference-in-differences

models show that political risks increase firms’

expenditure on poverty-reduction programmes,

especially for those without preexisting political

connections. Evidence from regulation decisions

suggests that firms which have actively responded to

poverty-alleviation initiatives received lighter sentences

when slapped with fines and punishment for violating

regulations. Join the event to learn more.

For more information, visit [NUS]. 

7 August 2024 @ 6:00- 7:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Foreign

Policy Research Institute, USA

China’s Power Play: Understanding UN

Resolution 2758
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Join the virtual event diving into United Nations

General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution 2758, a pivotal

resolution adopted by the UNGA in 1971. This

resolution recognized the People's Republic of China as

"the only legitimate representative of China to the

United Nations," effectively replacing the Republic of

China (Taiwan). Our webinar will explore the historical

significance, legal implications, and ongoing

geopolitical impacts of this crucial resolution.

For more information, visit [FPRI]. 

8 August 2024 @ 1:00 -2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

a New American Security, USA

Over the Brink: Escalation Management in

a Protracted U.S.-PRC Conflict

Joint the event for a live conversation with senior

nuclear policy experts. The discussion will focus on the

distinct features of nuclear deterrence in the Indo-

Pacific, the vulnerabilities the United States might face

to Chinese nuclear coercion, and the opportunities

available to bolster deterrence.

For more information, visit [CNAS]. 

Recent Book Releases

Kerry Brown, The Great Reversal: Britain, China and

the 400-Year Contest for Power, Yale University Press,

474 pages, published July 23, 2024. For a review, see

[The Asian Review of Books].

Margaret Renn, Paul Foot: A Life in Politics, Verso,

384 pages, published July 16, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian Review of Books].

Polly Toynbee & David Walker, The Only Way Is Up:

How to Take Britain from Austerity to Prosperity,

Atlantic Books, 322 pages, published July 11, 2024. For

a review, see [The Guardian Review of Books].

Sathnam Sanghera, Empireworld: How British

Imperialism Shaped the Globe, PublicAffairs, 464

pages, published May 7, 2024. For a review, see [The

LSE Review of Books]. 

Qamar ul-Huda, Reenvisioning Peacebuilding and

Conflict Resolution in Islam, Rowman & Littlefield

Publishers, 326 pages, published April 16, 2024. For a

review, see [The Los Angeles Review of Books].
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Bill Lascher, A Danger Shared: A Journalist’s Glimpses

of a Continent at War, Blacksmith Books, 276 pages,

published April 8, 2024. For a review, see [The Asian

Review of Books].

Kimberly Meyer & Alia Altikrity, Accidental Sisters:

Refugee Women Struggling Together for a New

American Dream, University of California Press, 320

pages, published March 26, 2024. For a review, see

[The Los Angeles Review of Books].

Susan J. Terrio, Forced Out, NYU Press, 216 pages,

published February 20, 2024. For a review, see [The

Los Angeles Review of Books].

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon

invites paper proposals for its International Congress

"‘And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective

Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-9,

2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract submission

is October 25, 2024. For more information, see

[University of Lisbon].

The South Asia International Economic Law

Network invites paper proposals for the Fourth

Biennial Conference “Local Approaches to

International Economic Law” to be held on December

16-18, 2024, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The deadline for

abstract submission is July 30, 2024. For more

information, see [South Asia International Economic

Law Network].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Quality Assurance Specialist.

This is a remote position. Applications are accepted

until August 10, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Information Management

(IM) Data Associate UNOCHA to be based in

Maiduguri, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until

August 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an International Expert:

Provision of Training Services for Civil Servants on
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the S to be based in Kosovo. Applications are accepted

until August 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Analyst/Business

Development to be based in Chisinau, Republic of

Moldova. Applications are accepted until August 10,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Financing for Development

Specialist to be based in Karachi, Pakistan.

Applications are accepted until August 10, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Manager to be based

in Karachi, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

August 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Research Analyst to be based

in New York, United States. Applications are accepted

until August 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Intern for Global Anti-

Corruption Programme to be based in Oslo.

Applications are accepted until August 11, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC Consultant for Public

Sector Governance to be based in Serbia. Applications

are accepted until August 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC_International Consultant

- Researcher on Judicial Integrity and

Independence to be based in Thailand. Applications

are accepted until August 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an International Consultant on

Human Security Mainstreaming in Development

Process to be based in Thailand. Applications are

accepted until August 7, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Trainer and Mentor for
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UNDP-Programme- Data Expansion for Human

Security program to be based in Jordan. Applications

are accepted until August 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The World Bank is looking for a Senior Operations

Officer to be based in Washington, DC, USA.

Applications are accepted until August 16, 2024. More

information is provided at [World Bank].

The World Bank is looking for an External Affairs

Officer - External Affairs & Corporate Relations to

be based in Washington, DC, USA. Applications are

accepted until August 15, 2024. More information is

provided at [World Bank].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Principal Legal Officer to be based in Switzerland-

Geneva. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Consultancy - to provide Technical Expertise on

Strengthening Partnerships in WHO Eastern

Mediterranean Countries. The primary location for

this position is Jordan, Amman. Applications are

accepted until August 3, 2024. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

is looking for a Program Officer (Legal Assistance) to

be based in Erbil-Iraq. Applications are accepted until

August 6, 2024. More information is provided at [IOM].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Publishing Specialist to be based in Paris, France.

Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for an

Associate Project Officer - Database Management

to be based in Paris, France. Applications are accepted

until August 8, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNESCO].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a ICT Senior Assistant –

Cybersecurity to be based in Valencia, Spain.

Applications are accepted until August 8, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Data Analysis and Reporting

Senior Assistant to be based in Islamabad, Pakistan.
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Applications are accepted until August 11, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Communications

Assistant to be based in Brazil. Applications are

accepted until August 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for an HR Senior Officer to be

based in Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are

accepted until August 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNOPS].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for an Information Management Specialist

to be based in Afghanistan-Kabul. Applications are

accepted until August 9, 2024. More information is

provided at [FAO].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Country Director Ukraine to be based in Kyiv,

Ukraine. Applications are accepted until August 25,

2024. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Regional Finance Director – East Africa to be

based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted

until August 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[IRC].

The UN Women is looking for a Country

Representative to be based in Niamey, Niger.

Applications are accepted until August 11, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Head of Sub-Office

(Gaza) to be based in Gaza, Palestine. Applications are

accepted until August 7, 2024. More information is

provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for an Inter-Agency

Coordination Specialist to be based in New York,

United States. Applications are accepted until August

16, 2024. More information is provided at [UN

Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Programme

Associate - Women's Economic Empowerment to be

based in New Delhi, India. Applications are accepted

until August 24, 2024. More information is provided at

[UN Women].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for an

Information Management Specialist to be based in
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Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until August 7,

2024. More information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for an

Economic Recovery Manager to be based in Yemen.

Applications are accepted until August 7, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Global Lead on Mixed Migration to be based in

Copenhagen. Applications are accepted until August

10, 2024. More information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Peacebuilding Specialist to be based in Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until August 7, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) is

looking for a Senior HR Specialist (Legal and Policy)

to be based in Geneva.  Applications are accepted until

August 16, 2024. More information is provided at [ILO].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) is

looking for a Project Manager to be based in Erbil.

Applications are accepted until August 1, 2024. More

information is provided at [ILO].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) is

looking for a Senior Coordinator for Multilateral

Affairs to be based in Geneva. Applications are

accepted until August 12, 2024. More information is

provided at [ILO].

The King's College London is looking for a Senior

Lecturer in Professional Legal Education.

Applications are accepted until August 5, 2024. More

information is provided at [King's College].

The European University Institute is looking for a

Chair in Political Science and Social Sciences.

Applications are accepted until September 16, 2024.

More information is provided at [EUI].

Maynooth University, National University of

Ireland Maynooth is looking for an Assistant

Professor / Lecturer in Law (Permanent). Two

positions are available. Applications are accepted until

September 8, 2024. More information is provided at

[Maynooth].

Liverpool John Moores University is looking for a

Subject Leader in People, Politics, and

Communications (PPC). Applications are accepted

until September 4, 2024. More information is provided

at [LJM].
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Institute of Irish Studies at the University of Liverpool

is looking for a Lecturer in Irish Studies (History

and/or Politics). Applications are accepted until

August 8, 2024. More information is provided at

[Liverpool].

The University of Glasgow is looking for a Head of

Division - Political and International Studies.

Applications are accepted until August 16, 2024. More

information is provided at [Glasgow].

Department of Political Science at UCL is looking for an

Associate Lecturer (Teaching) in Political Economy.

Applications are accepted until August 1, 2024. More

information is provided at [UCL].

The Jackson School of Global Affairs at Yale University

is looking for an Associate/Full Professor, in

International/Global History, International

Relations. Applications are accepted until September

15, 2024. More information is provided at [Yale].

University of Nebraska at Kearney is looking for an

Assistant Professor of Communication

(Journalism). More information is provided at

[Nebraska].

Centre for International Law at the National

University of Singapore is looking for a Research

Fellow (International Economic Law and Policy).

Applications are accepted until September 23, 2024.

More information is provided at [NUS].

Boston College: Morrissey College of Arts & Sciences is

looking for an Assistant Professor of International

Politics. Applications are accepted until August 23,

2024. More information is provided at [Boston].

The University of Richmond Department of Political

Science is looking for an Assistant Professor of

Political Science. More information is provided at

[Richmond].

The University of Nebraska at Kearney is looking for

an Assistant Professor of Communication

(Journalism). More information is provided at

[Nebraska].

College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences at the

University of Maryland-Baltimore County is looking

for an Assistant Professor in Middle East Politics.

Applications are accepted until September 20, 2024.

More information is provided at [Maryland-Baltimore].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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