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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, I extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Chad,

Ecuador, Ivory Coast and Jamaica as well as the

National Day of Singapore this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Former CNPC chairman expelled

from Chinese Communist Party

(jf) On July 31, China’s Communist Party has expelled

Wang Yilin, the former chairman and party secretary of

the state-owned China National Petroleum Corp

(CNPC) for violating party discipline.

Wang illegally accepted valuable assets and goods and

used his position to assist others in obtaining benefits

in project contracting and business operations.

[Reuters]

In a separate case, Li Jiping, a former vice president of

China Development Bank, has been expelled from the

party (CPC) for “serious violations of discipline and

laws.” [Xinhua Net]
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Among other offenses, Li improperly interfered in the

recruitment and promotion of personnel in financial

institutions, accepted large sums of money as gifts,

and violated regulations by owning shares in non-listed

companies. He was also found to have engaged in

money-for-sex transactions, abused his power for

personal gain, and used his position to benefit others

in areas like loan financing and business operations.

China: Five-year plan on improving growth

of autistic children revealed

(jf) China has launched a five-year action plan to

enhance care services for children with autism and

address the "urgent, difficult, and anxious" challenges

their families face in seeking support.

The plan prioritizes improving rehabilitation services

based on local needs, followed by enhanced training

for personnel working with autistic children. It also

calls for an integrated education and rehabilitation

program. The action plan also commits to organizing

national themed campaigns each April for World

Autism Awareness Day to address misconceptions and

encourage early screening, diagnosis, and intervention.

To address concerns about how autistic children will

integrate into society and whether they can secure

meaningful employment as adults, the action plan

includes support for schools to offer majors tailored to

the learning needs of autistic students and aligned

with market demands, thereby preparing them for

future employment opportunities.

According to the World Health Organization, about one

in 100 children has one or more conditions within the

autism spectrum disorder. In China, more than 10

million people, or 0.7 percent of the population, are

estimated to have the condition, according to a report

released in March by the Wucailu Centre for Children

with Autism, one of China's largest research and

intervention centers for autism. [South China Morning

Post]

China: Urbanization rate of 70 percent to

be achieved over next five years

(jf) On July 31, China’s state council announced that it

anticipates the urbanization rate of its permanent

population will rise to nearly 70 percent within the next

five years. Official figures indicated that by the end of

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-i/
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2023, 66.16 percent of the resident population lived in

urban areas.

The State Council released a five-year action plan for

urbanization, aiming to "fully unlock the vast potential

of domestic demand inherent in urbanization," as

reported by the official news agency Xinhua. [Reuters]

China: Commentator Hu Xijin remains

silent on social media following

disappearance of third plenum article

(jf) Hu Xijin, the former editor-in-chief of the state-

owned newspaper Global Times, was silent on social

media for several days following the deletion of his

article interpreting a Communist Party economic

strategy document.

In an opinion piece published on his WeChat account

on July 22, Hu noted that a resolution approved by top

leaders during the party’s third plenum omitted a

phrase that traditionally emphasized the role of the

state sector in China’s economy.

The outspoken former editor argued that the absence

of the phrase “public ownership playing a dominant

role” represented a “historic change.” Hu further stated

that removing the phrase indicated China’s intention to

“achieve true equality between the private and state-

owned economies.” Hu also wrote that “Chinese

society’s understanding, attitude, and narrative of

various ownership relations will take a big step

forward.”

This interpretation quickly drew strong criticism from

China’s conservative bloggers, who accused Hu of

“blatantly violating the political discipline of the party”

because the “dominant role” of public ownership is

enshrined in both the ruling party’s and the country’s

constitutions.

Without directly referencing Hu’s article, the party's

official newspaper, People's Daily, published a front-

page commentary on July 30 asserting that China’s

fundamental position on the state and private sectors

“hasn’t changed and won’t change in the future.”

The article, published under the pen name Zhong Yin,

meaning “the voice of the central authority,” stated

that the plenum’s resolution emphasized “upholding

and improving the basic socialist economic system.” It

argued that this included the party’s stance that public

ownership is the mainstay of China’s economic system

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-d/


while allowing diverse forms of ownership to develop

together.

Although Hu’s post was removed from his WeChat

account shortly after publication, he continued to

publish six other articles before going silent on his

social media accounts on July 27. [South China Morning

Post]

China: Temu sellers protest fines and

withheld pay

(jf) Temu, an online shopping platform, has previously

faced scrutiny regarding its business practices. Now,

the company encounters a new challenge: a backlash

from independent Chinese merchants who sell their

products on the platform, a fierce competitor to

Amazon. As an online retail platform, Temu offers

discounted goods from independent sellers, with over

100,000 based in China, according to the research firm

Marketplace Pulse.

Hundreds of these merchants protested at an office

associated with Temu in Guangzhou, a city in southern

China. The demonstration was sparked by grievances

over "unjust" fines imposed by the company and

delayed payments for goods already sold, among other

issues.

This protest, which reached its peak on July 29 and

largely dispersed by mid-week, underscores the

significant challenges faced by Temu's parent

company, PDD (PDD), a major Chinese e-commerce

firm, as it pursues an ambitious and costly global

expansion. Temu entered its newest market, Thailand,

just last month.

Videos taken by a protester on July 29, obtained by

CNN, show demonstrators chanting for their

payments. Dozens entered the office and staged a sit-

in, creating a loud yet peaceful atmosphere. Two

suppliers, speaking anonymously due to fear of

reprisals, informed CNN they were protesting against

what they deemed "disproportionately high" fines

levied by Temu for issues like late deliveries, inaccurate

product descriptions, or incorrect shipments. Four

sellers interviewed by CNN reported fines ranging from

one to five times the product's wholesale price.

Temu disagreed with the scale of the protest, claiming

that only a dozen sellers, mostly clothing sellers who

also operate on rival Shein, gathered in Guangzhou,

and the company is actively working with the

merchants for a solution.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-h/
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Temu debuted in the United States with little initial

attention in September 2022, under the slogan "shop

like a billionaire." The platform quickly gained traction

with offerings like USD 6.50 swimsuits and 90-cent

eyebrow trimmers, and it garnered significant

attention after advertising during the Super Bowl.

Since its inception, the Temu app has been

downloaded over 600 million times, according to

Sensor Tower, a market intelligence company. It was

the eighth most-downloaded app globally last year and

currently holds the top spot in the U.S. Over the past

year, Temu has expanded rapidly into Latin America,

the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. [CNN]

China: Anti-corruption units target

funeral directors who prey on deceased

(jf) China's state-run funeral industry has recently

become the focus of anti-corruption investigations,

with several cases emerging across the country. In the

latest development, Communist Party disciplinary

investigators in Huainan, Anhui province, announced

on August 2 that they had detained Zhang Duo, an

employee from the Panji district funeral home, for

“suspected serious violations of discipline and law.”

This phrase is often used as a euphemism for

corruption.

Most funeral parlors in China operate under the direct

supervision of civil affairs authorities and hold

monopolistic control, often criticized for their opaque

pricing and substandard services, creating an

environment ripe for corruption.

Zhang's detention follows the corruption investigations

initiated by disciplinary authorities three months ago in

the neighboring city of Wuhu, targeting Jiang Junsheng,

the director of its municipal funeral service

administrative office, along with his deputy, Ren

Yongsheng, as reported by the Shanghai-based online

news portal The Paper.

In May, staff members at the municipal funeral center

in Benxi, Liaoning province, faced disciplinary actions

after being accused of soliciting illegal tips from

customers, according to the provincial party

newspaper Liaoning Daily. Similarly, in Jilin province, Lu

Wanjun, former party secretary and director of the

Huinan county funeral home, was dismissed from his

party position and job in May for charging families for

services that were never provided. Lu has been

handed over to criminal prosecutors and will stand

trial. Numerous civil affairs bureaus, from Wanzhou in

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-k/


the southwest to Qidong in the east, have convened

meetings to address "irregularities in the funeral

industry."

These efforts align with President Xi Jinping’s directive

in January to the Central Commission for Discipline

Inspection, the top political disciplinary and anti-

corruption body, emphasizing the fight against

corruption that directly impacts the public. According

to a report by Chinese investment bank Citic, about

CYN 258 billion (USD 36 billion) was spent on funerals

and associated services, such as tombs, in 2020. [South

China Morning Post]

China: Drone export regulations to be

amended in response to Western scrutiny

(jf) Beginning September 1, China will revise its drone

export regulations, adding high-precision

measurement equipment to the control list and

modifying standards for certain drone components. At

the same time, Beijing will also lift temporary export

controls for certain consumer drones.

China’s commerce ministry stated that these

adjustments aim at better safeguarding China's

national security and interests while ensuring the

security and stability of the global industrial and supply

chains.

This decision comes amid increased scrutiny from the

U.S. and its allies, who have alleged that China is

supporting Russia's military efforts in Ukraine with its

drones. China has rejected these claims as

"unfounded", calling theme an attempt to tarnish

Chinese companies.

Chinese drone manufacturer DJI Technology Co

expressed approval of the new regulations, stating that

they would benefit the industry's growth. DJI

emphasized that its products are exclusively for civilian

use and that the company has never designed or sold

military-grade equipment or marketed its products for

combat. DJI also committed to adhering to China's

export control laws and the regulations of the

countries where it operates.

The U.S. government has scrutinized DJI over alleged

ties to the Chinese military. In December, Republican

lawmakers urged the Pentagon to block export

licenses for U.S. components used by DJI, citing

national security concerns. In May, a group of House

Republicans proposed legislation to increase tariffs on

Chinese-made drones by 30 percent and ban imports

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-u/
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of drones with critical Chinese-made components by

2030.

Last year, China announced export controls on certain

drones and related equipment to protect national

security amid growing tensions with the U.S. The

measures included a temporary two-year export

control on some consumer drones, prohibiting the

export of civilian drones for military use. The ministry

stated that the expansion of drone export controls was

not targeted at any specific country or region. [Reuters]

China: President Xi emphasizes enhancing

defense capabilities on occasion of PLA’s

97th anniversary

(jf) On August 1, the Chinese People's Liberation Army

marked its 97th anniversary. On this occasion, an

article by Xi on modernizing national defense and the

armed forces was published in Qiushi, the official

theoretical journal of the Chinese Communist Party.

In the article, Xi stated that accelerating the

development of the people's army into a world-class

military is a "strategic task" essential for building a fully

modern socialist country. He emphasized the need to

enhance the military's political integrity and strengthen

the armed forces through reforms, advancements in

science and technology, and talent development.

[China Daily] [Xinhua Net]

Shortly before, Chinese President Xi Jinping has called

for strengthening border, sea, and air defenses to

protect the country's territorial sovereignty and

maritime interests, according to the official Xinhua

news agency. Speaking at a Communist Party politburo

study session on July 30, Xi emphasized that such

defenses are crucial symbols of China's sovereignty

and essential for its development.

These study sessions, held regularly, provide insights

into the priorities of China's top political leadership.

Following a July 2023 session on military governance, Xi

appointed a new head of the armed forces overseeing

China's conventional and nuclear missiles, coinciding

with the 96th anniversary of the People's Liberation

Army (PLA). In June, the focus was on party governance

and corruption, leading to the removal of former

Defense Minister Li Shangfu and former PLA Rocket

Force commander Li Yuchao for corruption (see AiR

No. 27, July/2024, 1).

Ahead of this year’s anniversary, Xi stressed the need

to coordinate defense construction with economic and
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social development in border and coastal areas. He

also highlighted the importance of technological

advancements and new methods to enhance defense

capabilities. [Reuters]

Japan: Government introduces app to

verify My Number Card authenticity

(rl) The Japanese government has unveiled an app

designed to verify the legitimacy of its My Number

Card, a national identity document. This app aims to

address issues of counterfeit cards being used to

purchase goods under fake identities, particularly

mobile phones.

Introduced in 2015, the My Number Card system was

intended to streamline public services by linking social

security, taxation, and disaster response to a single

smartcard. However, the initiative faced numerous

setbacks, including data breaches, malfunctioning card

readers, and database errors that mislinked bank

accounts. These issues led to a significant drop in

public trust and stalled adoption.

To combat the rising issue of counterfeit cards, Digital

Minister Taro Kono presented a mandatory app that

uses smartphone cameras to read and verify

information printed on the card against data stored in

its chip. This process confirms the card's authenticity

without requiring users to enter their four-digit PIN.

The app also records the date and time of the

transaction but does not store personal information.

[TBS News DIG, in Japanese]

The app, developed in collaboration with businesses

and institutional authorities, is expected to be ready

for general release in late August. Despite the

challenges, the government has pushed for higher

adoption rates, with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida

urging efforts to promote the card's use. By the end of

fiscal 2022, adoption had increased to 76.3 percent.

The My Number ID cards are set to replace health

insurance cards this year, making their widespread

adoption crucial for the system's success. [The

Register] [NHK, in Japanese]

Japan: “Most severe” category added to

heatstroke guidelines

(rl) In response to soaring heatstroke cases due to

record-high temperatures, a group of emergency

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-x/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-m/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-c/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-c/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-q/


medicine doctors in Japan has updated the heatstroke

treatment guidelines. The revised guidelines now

include a new "most severe" category to highlight the

urgency of medical attention required in critical cases.

Previously, the Japanese Association for Acute

Medicine's 2015 guidelines classified heat-related

illnesses into three categories: Grade I (dizziness),

Grade II (headache and vomiting), and Grade III

(impaired consciousness). The new Grade IV category

is defined for patients with a core body temperature of

40 degrees Celsius or higher and significant

impairment of consciousness.

The introduction of Grade IV emphasizes the necessity

of "active cooling" techniques for these severe cases.

Active cooling methods include using ice packs,

submersion in cold water, spraying water to enhance

evaporative cooling, and using catheters to regulate

blood temperature.

Recent surveys by the association from 2020 to 2023

revealed gaps in the measurement and treatment of

severe heatstroke cases, prompting the update.

Notably, 25 percent of severe cases did not have core

body temperatures measured, and only 64 percent

received active cooling. These gaps contributed to an

in-hospital mortality rate of 37 percent for untreated

cases, compared to 21 percent for those who received

active cooling.

The guidelines aim to standardize care for severe

heatstroke patients. The increasing frequency of

extreme heat events, partly attributed to climate

change, has led to a surge in heatstroke-related

emergency calls and deaths, while heatstrokes are

expected to continue in many parts of Japan. Last year,

over 91,000 people in Japan called ambulances for

heatstroke, with more than 1,000 fatalities annually.

[Japan Times] [Mainichi Shimbun] [NHK]

Japan: Stocks plunge by nearly 6 percent

in biggest drop since start of pandemic

(rl) Japanese stocks experienced a sharp decline, with

the Nikkei 225 index plunging by 5.8 percent marking

its largest daily drop since March 2020. This decline

came amidst growing concerns about the US economy

and anticipation of further interest rate hikes from the

Bank of Japan (BOJ).

The Nikkei's significant drop extended a global stock

rout triggered by weak US economic data. European

markets also opened lower, with the Stoxx Europe 600
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index down 1.4 percent, Germany’s DAX down 1.2

percent, France’s CAC 40 down 0.6 percent, and

London’s FTSE 100 down 0.4 percent. US futures

indicated a weak opening for Wall Street, with the S&P

500 future down 0.9 percent. [Market Watch]

On July 31, the BOJ raised interest rates by 15 basis

points to 0.25 percent, its second hike this year, and

announced plans to taper its bond buying (see article

below).

This hawkish shift, aimed at containing inflation, has

narrowed the interest rate difference between the

United States and Japan, pushing the Japanese yen

higher against the dollar. The dollar has fallen by more

than 4% against the yen since mid-July, weakening

further to 148.9 yen on Friday.

The rise in yen volatility poses a risk to the decade-long

bull market of Japanese equities, potentially impacting

profits at Japan's exporters. The yen's broad

weakening over the past four years, combined with

strong corporate earnings and effective governance

reforms, had previously propelled the Nikkei 225 to all-

time highs earlier this year. However, with the yen

strengthening over the past three weeks, Japanese

equities have corrected, with the Nikkei down 12

percent since July 12.

Analysts remain positive about Japanese stocks in the

long run, as inflation gains traction and a positive

wage-price spiral strengthens the economy. Elsewhere

in Asia, markets tumbled across the board, with South

Korea’s Kospi down 3.7 percent, Australia’s S&P/ASX

200 down 2.1 percent, Hong Kong’s Hang Seng Index

down 2.1 percent, and China’s Shanghai Composite

down 0.9 percent.

On Wall Street, the Dow Industrial Average slid 1.2

percent overnight as fresh data stoked fears of a

weakening US economy amidst high interest rates. The

S&P 500 lost 1.4 percent and the Nasdaq Composite

fell 2.3 percent. New economic data revealed that first-

time applications for jobless benefits rose to an

estimated 249,000 filings, the highest tally since last

August, while continuing claims jumped to 1.877

million, the highest level since November 2021.

Experts believe the Federal Reserve may make three

rate cuts this year, with the Fed signaling at its policy

meeting that a rate cut could occur in September.

[CNN] [CNBC]
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Japan: Government spends USD 36.8

billion on yen intervention in July

(rl) Japanese authorities intervened in the foreign

exchange market in July, spending JPY 5.53 trillion (USD

36.8 billion) to pull the yen from 38-year lows,

according to official data released by the Ministry of

Finance. [Ministry of Finance Japan]

This intervention was aimed at addressing sharp yen

spikes observed on July 11 and 12. During these days,

the yen strengthened from 161.76 per dollar to 157.30

per dollar.

The intervention was notable because it occurred as

the dollar was already declining due to a weak U.S.

consumer inflation report. Analysts noted that

comments from Republican presidential candidate

Donald Trump, who expressed a preference for a

weaker dollar, and high-profile Japanese politicians,

including the Prime Minister, calling for Bank of Japan

(BOJ) rate hikes to curb yen weakness, contributed to

the yen's appreciation. [The Economist]

Despite the BOJ's recent interest rate hike, further yen

weakening is expected over the coming month.

Analysts suggest that the attractiveness of carry trades,

where investors borrow yen at low interest rates and

invest in higher-yielding assets overseas, remains

strong.

Japan's significant foreign reserves, amounting to USD

1.23 trillion as of June, provide ample capacity for

future interventions. However, any subsequent

interventions will occur under new leadership, with

Atsushi Mimura replacing Masato Kanda as the vice

finance minister for international affairs. Mimura has

indicated that intervention remains an option. [CNBC]

[Reuters]

Japan: Central bank raises interest rate to

curb yen's slide against dollar

(rl) The Bank of Japan (BOJ) has raised its key interest

rate July to about 0.25 percent from a range of zero to

about 0.1 percent, in an effort to curb the yen's slide

against the U.S. dollar. This widely anticipated move

resulted in the yen gaining sharply against the dollar,

trading below 152 yen. Concerns had been deepening

about the yen's recent drop to 160-yen levels, which

negatively impacts Japan's economy that relies heavily

on imports of oil and food.
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This rate hike comes just four months after the central

bank raised its key rate above zero for the first time in

17 years (see AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3).

BOJ Governor Kazuo Ueda stated that the decision was

made due to the solid foundation of the Japanese

economy, with gradual price rises accompanied by

wage increases, despite concerns about personal

spending. Ueda also hinted at the possibility of

additional rate hikes within the year, depending on the

economy's performance and the impact of the current

rate increase.

The BOJ has kept interest rates near or below zero for

nearly a decade, seeking to spur inflation and sustain

stronger growth. Ueda noted that while Japan may not

have fully escaped deflation, prices appear to be

steadily increasing. The zero-rate strategy had been

controversial, as wages failed to keep pace with price

increases, leading to reduced consumer spending.

In response to the rate hike, share prices in Tokyo

rose, with Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 finishing 1.5

percent higher. The BOJ also announced a reduction in

its asset purchases, aiming to cut the monthly amount

to about JPY 3 trillion by the January-March quarter of

2026.

Ipek Ozkardeskaya, senior analyst at Swissquote Bank,

highlighted that the BOJ's language was "bullish on

prices," indicating more hikes are likely. The central

bank's move focuses on addressing the weak yen while

avoiding negative economic overreactions.

The yen's decline has been driven by high interest

rates in the United States, where the Federal Reserve is

expected to cut its main rate in September. The BOJ's

decision to raise rates marks a significant shift in its

monetary policy aimed at stabilizing the yen and

supporting Japan's economy. [AP] [BBC]

Japan: Tourist spending splurge create

new issues for luxury brands

(rl) Japan's tourism boom, fueled by a weak yen, has

led to a surge in luxury goods purchases by tourists,

posing challenges for global luxury brands. The

devaluation of the yen, which hit a 38-year low against

the dollar recently, has made high-end products

significantly cheaper in Japan compared to other

markets.

Chinese tourists, among others, are capitalizing on the

favorable exchange rates. The prices for high fashion
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goods and its discrepancy with other countries is

notable, with items like the Louis Vuitton Alma BB

handbag costing significantly less in Japan than in

China.

Luxury brands like LVMH, which owns Louis Vuitton,

Dior, and Fendi, have observed a shift in purchasing

patterns, with more customers buying in Japan. This

trend has resulted in a "deflationary" impact on

LVMH's China business, as noted by CFO Jean-Jacques

Guiony, leading to lower profit margins in Japan due to

the inability to adjust prices quickly in response to

currency fluctuations.

Other luxury brands, such as Remy Cointreau and

Richemont, have also reported strong sales growth in

Japan, bolstered by the influx of tourists. The Japanese

government expects tourism spending to reach JPY 8

trillion (USD 54.74 billion) this year, seeing tourism as a

key growth driver amid the country's aging population.

While the surge in tourism and spending boosts

Japan's economy, it presents a pricing strategy

challenge for luxury brands, which must navigate the

volatile yen to maintain profitability. [Fortune]

[Reuters]

Japan: Government mandates reforms for

Toyota after another certification scandal

(rl) The Japanese government has mandated Toyota

Motor to implement “drastic reforms” following new

violations in the automaker’s vehicle certification

procedures. The Transport Ministry issued a corrective

order after on-site inspections revealed widespread

misconduct and irregularities in seven additional

models not previously disclosed.

Toyota acknowledged the corrective order and stated

it would ensure appropriate certification operations.

The company is verifying compliance for the affected

models and assured customers there is no need to

stop using the vehicles.

In June, Toyota and four other automakers admitted to

submitting flawed or manipulated data for vehicle

certification. Toyota’s violations involved current

models like the Corolla Fielder, Corolla Axio, and Yaris

Cross, as well as discontinued versions of four other

models, including one from the Lexus brand (see AiR

No. 24, June/2024, 2).

The Transport Ministry's order follows industry-wide

checks of certification practices after a safety test
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scandal at Toyota’s Daihatsu unit.

The ministry highlighted that six of the seven

additional models with irregularities were also certified

in other countries, prompting alerts to overseas

authorities.

Toyota plans to resume production of these models

from September after ensuring compliance with

certification requirements. [Automotive News] [CNN]

Japan: Nissan and Honda to share EV

components and AI research

(rl) Japanese automakers Nissan and Honda have

announced a collaboration to share components for

electric vehicles (EVs) and conduct joint research on

autonomous driving software. This partnership also

includes Mitsubishi Motors Corp., focusing on

accelerating the transition to electrification in the auto

industry. [Honda]

The collaboration aims to standardize batteries,

motors, and inverters across the companies' EV

models. This approach is intended to reduce costs

through economies of scale and facilitate strategic

investments in new technologies.

Honda CEO Toshihiro Mibe emphasized the necessity

of adapting to industry changes, stating, "Companies

that don’t adapt to the changes cannot survive." Nissan

CEO Makoto Uchida echoed this sentiment,

highlighting the urgency of the partnership to stay

competitive against industry leaders like Tesla and

BYD.

The companies will maintain their distinct model

offerings while integrating shared resources for

components and software development. This move is

expected to bolster their global market presence and

enhance efficiency in developing new vehicle

technologies.

While this alliance focuses on collaboration without

capital ownership ties, it reflects a strategic shift in

Japan’s auto industry towards more integrated

operations to meet the demands of electrification and

technological advancement.

Mitsubishi's inclusion in the partnership underscores

the shared commitment to innovation and market

adaptation. However, Toyota, Japan's largest

automaker, remains outside this alliance.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-ji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jd/


The companies plan to align their product lineups to

complement each other globally, including both

internal combustion engine vehicles and EVs. Details

on this alignment are still being finalized. [AP] [Reuters]

Japan: Latest strategy review names

China, North Korea, and Russia as growing

threats

(rl) Japan has released a new strategic review that

explicitly names China, North Korea, and Russia as

significant threats to its security. This marks a shift

from previous reports that were less direct in

identifying potential adversaries. The 2024 "Defense of

Japan" report aims to prepare the Japanese public for

increased defense spending and the potential for

conflict (see AiR No. 29, July/2024, 3).

The report emphasizes the growing threats from well-

armed neighbors, particularly China. It highlights joint

Chinese-Russian military exercises near Japan and

criticizes Chinese operations in the South China Sea,

which China claims despite international rulings. The

document details China's efforts to establish military

bases and unilaterally alter the status quo by force.

North Korea's advanced nuclear and missile

capabilities, including intercontinental ballistic missiles,

nuclear-armed cruise missiles, and hypersonic

weapons, are also highlighted as major concerns.

The review reaffirms Japan's commitment to the 2022

Defense Buildup Plan, a five-year initiative involving the

development of stand-off anti-ship missiles, hypersonic

missiles, and drones to counter potential Chinese

amphibious assaults. The plan has a budget of JPY 43

trillion (USD 287 billion).

A significant issue identified in the review is the need

for more personnel in the Japan Self-Defense Forces

(JSDF). Japan faces challenges in recruiting military

personnel due to a declining birth rate and restrictive

immigration policies. The report promises

improvements in pay and working conditions, but

experts suggest that more comprehensive changes,

such as expanding the reserve force, are necessary.

[Business Insider] [Ministry of Defense]

Mongolia: Top five banks see revenue

grow
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(to) The top five banks in Mongolia reported on July 31

a combined after-tax income of MNT 867.8 billion

(approximately USD 252 million) for the first half of

2024, a significant increase from MNT 546.7 billion

during the same period in 2023.

Leading the growth, Khan Bank posted a net income of

MNT 290.4 billion (USD 84.4 million), followed by

Golomt Bank with MNT 273.1 billion (USD 79.3 million),

marking a 249.1% increase from the previous year.

Trade Development Bank recorded a net profit of MNT

174.1 billion (USD 50.6 million), Xac Bank earned MNT

85.3 billion (USD 24.8 million), and State Bank reported

MNT 44.8 billion (USD 13 million). [Mongolian News

Agency]

Mongolia: Central Bank increases gold

purchases

(to) On August 5, 2024, Mongolia’s central bank

reported a 9.5 percent increase in gold purchases,

gaining 9.3 tons from entities and individuals in the

first seven months of 2024 compared to the same

period last year. The average purchase price in July was

MNT 259,674.50 (approximately USD 77) per gram. .

This initiative aims to maintain foreign exchange

reserves and ensure economic stability. As of the end

of July, Mongolia’s forex reserves stood at USD 4.7

billion, reflecting a 23 percent increase from the

previous year​. [Xinhua]

North Korea: Kim Jong Un inspects flood

and thanks Russia for flood aid

(ac) Kim Jong Un declared a state of emergency

following heavy rain in the areas of Sinuiju, North

Pyongan Province. The flooding damaged more than

4,100 households and 3,000 hectares of farmland,

including infrastructure, roads, and railways.

Threatening to exacerbate existing infrastructure and

food scarcity issues. South Korea media outlet

estimated that the death toll and missing persons

ranges from 1,100 and 1,500 people.

On July 31, North Korea’s state media, Korean Central

News Agency and Rodong Sinmum released photos

and video footages showing Kim Jong Un inspecting

the flood area on a lifeboat. The official reports also

condemned the North Korean local officials for failing

to implement flood prevention measures. Citing the
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officials were ‘irresponsibility and complacency’. Kim

then replaced the social security minister and the party

committee heads of North Pyongan and Jagang

provinces.

In addition, South Korea, China and Russia offered

flood aid and supplies to North Korea while North

Korea is facing humanitarian difficulties. However, the

Ministry of Unification confirmed that North Korea has

not replied to South Korea’s call. Radio Free Asia also

confirmed by officials near the North Pyongan that

North Korea declined China’s offer to rescue residents

strained near the Yalu River because the authority

feared the residents would flee to South Korea when

the residents reached China. North Korea, on the

contrary, expressed gratitude to Putin’s offer of

assistance, while condemning South Korea for ‘an

enemy remains an enemy’.

Critics suggested that Kim’s inspections were intended

to show his leadership and involvement to calm public

sentiment. [The Chosun Daily1] [AP News] [The Chosun

Daily2] [Rodong Sinmun] [KCNA] [Radio Free Asia]

South Korea: Opposition party proposes

impeachment of new broadcasting

watchdog chief

(ac) On August 1, the main opposition Democratic

Party (DP) and five other opposition parties introduced

a parliamentary impeachment against the newly

appointed chair of Korea Communication Commission

(KCC), Lee Jin-Sook.

The DP claimed that Lee was not qualified as the head

of broadcasting watchdog, making Lee the fourth chief

of KCC to face impeachment in less than a year. The

presidential office replied to Yonhap News that it will

closely monitor the voting outcome.  

The impeachment must be put to a vote within 24 to

72 hours after it was introduced. If the vote was

passed, Lee would be immediately suspended until the

Constitutional Court decides whether to proceed or

reject the impeachment.

As a result, the leadership position at KCC would

remain vacant at least a few months. [Yonhap News

Agency]
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South Korea: Cabinet passes

parliamentary reconsideration of four

broadcasting bill

(ac) On August 6, the Cabinet passed a bill calling for

parliamentary reconsideration of four bills aimed at

reconstructing the state’s public broadcasting

structures. The motions will be sent to the president

office, and President Yoon Suk Yeol can send the bills

back to the National Assembly for a revote.

The bill was previously vetoed by Yoon, but the

opposition Democratic Party (DP) claims that the

broadcasting bill could ensure non-interference from

government in the media sectors. The ruling People

Power Party argued that the DP aims to increase pro-

opposition influence and challenge the current status

quo of the PPP.

Prime Minister Han Duck-Soo condemned the DP for

ignoring the current governmental structures and

warned of the potential bias in the public broadcasting

sector. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Opposition parties pass pro-

labor ‘yellow envelope bill’

(ac) On August 6, the opposition Democratic Party used

its majority in the National Assembly to vote for a pro-

labor bill. The so-called “yellow envelope bill” is a

revision to the Trade Union and Labor Relations

Adjustment Act that restricts companies from claiming

damages in valid union disputes.

The bill passed with 177 votes in favor and two against

the bill. The ruling People Power Party (PPP) boycotted

the vote and urged President Yoon Suk-yeol to veto the

bill.  [Arirang News]

South Korea: Military intelligence official

arrested for leaking classified data

(ac) On July 30, South Korea Ministry of Defense

confirmed that a civilian employee working in the

South Korea’s Defense Intelligence Command (KDIC)

was arrested for allegedly leaking military data

containing classified information. No further details of

the accused were revealed to the public because the

investigation was underway.
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The Ministry of Defense verified that the confidential

data contained South Korean agents operating abroad

might have been sent to North Korea. South Korean

news outlet, Yonhap News Agency, reported that the

employee gave a Chinese national of Korean descent

thoughts of confidential documents including list of

agents operating in foreign countries and the leaked

data also included the disguised names and jobs.

The military authorities believed that the Chinese

national could be an informant for North Korea’s

Reconnaissance General Bureau. The accused denied

the allegations, arguing his laptop was hacked, but the

statement was refused by the military authorities.

Due to the data leaking, the National Intelligence

Services (NIS) were concerned about the damage and

overseas staff were immediately ordered to be

recalled. The authorities were looking into potential

violations of military criminal laws, the National

Security Act and treason. [AP News] [Reuters] [Yonhap

News Agency]

Taiwan: Cabinet takes action to stabilize

agricultural prices post-Typhoon Gaemi

(jp) The Taiwanese Cabinet is implementing measures

to stabilize agricultural prices after Typhoon Gaemi

caused significant damage to farms across the island.

At a meeting led by Vice Premier Cheng Li-chiun on July

29, steps were outlined to balance supply and demand,

including releasing vegetable inventories to counter

potential price hikes.

The Ministry of Agriculture reported ample refrigerated

stocks of cabbages, onions, carrots, and potatoes, and

ongoing imports from Vietnam, Indonesia, South

Korea, and other countries. Cheng instructed the

ministry to distribute these inventories effectively,

including working with retailers to set up discounted

sections for high-quality produce. To prevent price

gouging, hoarding, and monopolization, Cheng

directed the Fair Trade Commission to investigate and

address any collusive actions by industry operators.

An inter-ministerial commodity price inspection team

was also asked to conduct joint inspections as needed.

Additionally, the Cabinet proposed measures to

support farmers in resuming production, upgrade

agricultural infrastructure, and enhance the resilience

of the agricultural and grain supply system. [Focus

Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Ruling party launches paid

traineeship for children of foreign-born

parents

(jp) On July 31, the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) opened applications for a new paid traineeship

program aimed at children of foreign-born parents.

Initially targeted at Taiwanese citizens aged 18-30 with

at least one foreign-born parent, the program's terms

were revised to prioritize second-generation

immigrants without an age limit. The traineeship offers

participants the opportunity to learn about legislative

procedures, budget review processes, local support

mobilization, press release writing, media interaction,

video editing, and social media content creation.

The DPP plans to select seven to ten applicants for

basic training, who will then be assigned to party

lawmakers' offices for up to 80 hours of training per

month over two months. The part-time position pays

TWD 14,640 (USD 446) monthly and includes Labor

Insurance and National Health Insurance coverage.

DPP Legislator Loh Meei-ling, at a news conference

unveiling the program, emphasized that no prior

political experience is required, and that trainees will

be well-prepared for political challenges by the end of

the program. Deputy Secretary-General Ho Po-wen

noted that the DPP established a Department of New

Immigrant Affairs in 2023 and hopes to encourage the

participation of children of foreign-born parents in

public affairs through this traineeship program. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Indigenous Transitional Justice

Committee's duties reassigned to

Executive Yuan

(jp) On July 31, the Presidential Office announced that

the ad-hoc committee dedicated to promoting

transitional justice for Indigenous peoples in Taiwan

has ceased operations, with its responsibilities

reassigned to the Executive Yuan. The Presidential

Office Indigenous Historical Justice and Transitional

Justice Committee, which last convened in May,

completed its tasks after more than seven years,

according to Presidential Office spokesperson Karen

Kuo. President Lai Ching-te has instructed the

Executive Yuan to continue efforts in reviving

Indigenous languages, promoting autonomy, and

enhancing Indigenous rights.
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The committee, established in 2016, played a crucial

role in advancing transitional justice for Indigenous

peoples by designating Indigenous languages as

national languages and improving access to health

services. Its responsibilities will now be handled by a

"promotional committee" under the Cabinet,

established in 2006, to better implement the

Indigenous Peoples Basic Law. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Precision live-fire missile drills to

be held in late August

(jp) Precision live-fire missile drills will be conducted in

southern Taiwan from August 20-22, featuring the

domestically developed Chien Hsiang loitering

munition, a military source told CNA. The exercises will

take place around Jiupeng Base in Pingtung's Manjhou

Township and involve various missiles, including the

indigenous Hsiung Feng-II (HF-2) and Hsiung Feng-III

(HF-3) anti-ship missiles, the Tien-Kung III (Sky Bow III)

land-based surface-to-air missiles, and the American-

made Patriot PAC-2 surface-to-air system.

The Chien Hsiang loitering munition, a type of suicide

drone developed by the National Chung-Shan Institute

of Science and Technology (NCSIST), will be part of the

drills. The NCSIST has already delivered two variants of

the Chien Hsiang to the military. Coast guard patrol

vessels will also be equipped with anti-ship missiles to

train alongside the Navy's warships during the three-

day exercises.

The Maritime and Port Bureau has issued a notice

indicating that the drills will affect sea and air spaces

around Taitung and Pingtung counties, as well as the

outlying Green Island, Orchid Island, and the

Hengchun Peninsula. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Taichung City investigates

preschool over child abuse allegations

(jp) The Taichung City government is investigating a

preschool in Wuri District following child abuse

allegations. On August 2, six parents accused a teacher

of abusing their children, including tying their hands

with tape and confining them to a dark room as

punishment. In response, the bureau is assisting

potential victims with school transfers and counseling.

The city's Education Bureau announced the probe on

August 3, revealing that over 100 current and former
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students are being interviewed, and surveillance

footage is being reviewed.

If illegal activities are found, those responsible could

face fines ranging from TWD 6,000 (USD 184) to TWD

600,000 (USD 18,400). In extreme cases, these

individuals could be permanently banned from

working in preschools, and the school might be shut

down, according to the bureau. Additionally, city

officials reported that at least one teacher has been

suspended amid the ongoing investigation. [Focus

Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Parliament dissolved after

Prime Minister Hasina resigns, flees to

India

(lm) Following weeks of violent protests, Bangladesh's

President Mohammed Shahabuddin dissolved

parliament on August 6, paving the way for new

elections to replace Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who

resigned and fled the country a day earlier.

The unrest was driven primarily by opposition to the

government's job quota system, which many

protesters, especially young people and students,

viewed as discriminatory. The demonstrations, which

had been growing in intensity, culminated in

widespread violence on August 4. Protesters clashed

with police, resulting in at least 91 deaths and

hundreds of injuries. This figure marked one of the
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deadliest days in recent Bangladeshi history,

surpassing previous tolls from the protests.

The violence also involved significant property damage.

Protesters looted and vandalized Hasina’s residence,

setting vehicles on fire and destroying parts of the

building. Public monuments related to Hasina’s family

were also targeted, with protestors scaling and

attacking statues, symbolizing their rejection of her

long-standing rule.

In response to the escalating chaos, the Bangladeshi

military intervened and announced that an interim

government would be formed. General Waker-uz-

Zaman, the army chief, addressed the nation on

August 5, assuring that the military would not use

lethal force against protesters and calling for a

peaceful resolution. The government imposed a

nationwide curfew and ordered a communications

blackout to control the situation.

President Mohammed Shahabuddin also announced

significant political changes, including the immediate

dissolution of the current parliament and the release

of detained Hasina archrival Khaleda Zia, along with

student protesters. This move was intended to ease

tensions and pave the way for an interim government

and new elections.

Student leaders, who have been at the forefront of the

protests, proposed Muhammad Yunus, a Nobel Peace

Prize winner, as the chief adviser of the interim

government. Yunus, who gained international acclaim

for his work with Grameen Bank in lifting millions out

of poverty through microloans, has reportedly agreed

to take on this role. However, Yunus was recently

indicted on charges of embezzlement, which he

denies. He is currently in Paris and has not yet made a

public statement regarding his potential involvement

in the interim government. [Arab News] [Associated

Press] [CNN]

As of now, the situation remains fluid with continued

protests and uncertainty about the future political

landscape of Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Hasina landed at a military airfield

near Delhi, India, after fleeing Bangladesh. Initially

contemplating the United Kingdom as a temporary

refuge due to her niece Tulip Siddiq being a British

Parliament member, she faced uncertainties that

delayed her departure from India. The UK

government's indication that she might not receive

legal protection from potential probes into recent

violent protests in Bangladesh played a significant role

in this decision. Hasina also considered Finland due to
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family ties but currently remains in India, where her

travel plans are evolving amidst ongoing

developments. [The Hindu]

Bangladesh: Bangladesh Banks plans to

develop alternative internet

infrastructure

(sg) Bangladesh Bank (BB) is planning to develop an

alternative internet infrastructure to keep the financial

sector insulated and ensure smooth execution of

transactions in the event of any unexpected situation,

such as the recent countrywide internet outage. This

plan was shared in a meeting with the Association of

Bankers, Bangladesh (ABB). During the meeting, the

chairman of ABB highlighted the need of banking

operations remaining undisturbed in the difficult

situation. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: Government seeks to tackle

declining fertility rate

To address Bhutan's low fertility rate, the government

plans to introduce in vitro fertilisation (IVF) in Thimphu

and has committed to providing BTN 10,000 (USD 120)

per month per child until age three. Additionally, the

Department of Labour has allowed the entry of foreign

child caregivers to ease the burden on working parents

and encourage larger families.

Bhutan faces a demographic challenge with its fertility

rate dropping from 6.6 births per woman in 1971 to

2.0, below the replacement level of 2.1. Health experts

suggest each couple should ideally have two to three

children to sustain the population.

Family planning initiatives in the 1990s successfully

reduced maternal and infant mortality rates but also

significantly lowered the fertility rate. The

contraceptive prevalence rate among Bhutanese

women rose from 18.8 percent in 1994 to 58.7 percent

in 2023. While some suggest discontinuing

contraceptives, Ministry of Health and the World

Health Organisation officials clarified that this would

violate human rights. Instead, they advocate for raising

awareness about the importance of having children.

Several factors contribute to the declining fertility rate,

including economic challenges, high living costs, and

young people delaying childbearing to complete

education and establish careers. Health issues, such as
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infertility affecting approximately 17.5 percent of the

global adult population, also play a role. Additionally,

rural-to-urban migration and emigration for education

and employment lead to young Bhutanese settling

abroad.

Bhutan: Local leaders question school

mergers, call for alternatives to closure

(lm) Local leaders are expressing concerns over the

education and skills development ministry's school

rationalization initiative, which aims to improve

resource management and deliver quality education by

merging small, unsustainable schools. This policy,

initiated by the former Druk Nyamrup Tshogpa (DNT)

government, has reportedly led to increased rural-

urban migration and left many villages without

educational facilities.

The initiative, which began in 2019, has seen the

merger of 18 extended classrooms (ECR) and four

small primary schools with larger nearby schools.

Additionally, 18 lower secondary schools (LSS) and one

middle secondary school (MSS) were downgraded to

primary level, while two primary schools were

upgraded to MSS, three LSS to MSS, and four MSS to

higher secondary school (HSS). [Kuensel]

Bhutan: 12th Five-Year-Plan water

flagship program achieves 90 percent

success rate

(lm) Under Bhutan's 12th Five-Year-Plan water flagship

program, significant progress has been made in

improving water supply and irrigation across the

country. Of the 1,028 water projects identified, 856

have been completed, and 71 are ongoing, achieving a

90 percent success rate. The program aimed to

enhance access to safe drinking water and reliable

irrigation services. Key achievements include the

completion of 34 urban water supply schemes

benefiting over 18,000 households and 361 rural water

projects serving more than 15,000 households.

Additionally, 395 standalone water schemes and 62

irrigation projects have been successfully

implemented, alongside four integrated water projects.

Challenges persist, including limited human resources,

technical capacity constraints, high staff turnover,

coordination issues among stakeholders, and delays

due to social issues and the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Additionally, outdated data on water infrastructure

delayed pre-feasibility studies. Despite an initial budget

of BTN 3 billion (USD 36 million), extra funding was

required from external agencies, causing delays.

Difficult terrain also made surveys and feasibility

assessments time-consuming. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: New project launched to protect

growing tiger population

(gs) A new initiative launched on Global Tiger Day aims

to protect Bhutan's growing tiger population while

addressing rising human-wildlife conflicts. The World

Wildlife Fund Bhutan and the Department of Forests

and Park Services are spearheading the three-year

project in Bumthang, where tiger numbers have

increased significantly.

With Bhutan's tiger population rising from 103 in 2015

to 131 in 2023, human-tiger conflicts have surged. The

project seeks to maintain wildlife habitats while

engaging local communities and improving

compensation for livestock losses.

Currently, farmers receive minimal compensation for

tiger-related damages, discouraging reporting. The

initiative aims to balance conservation efforts with

local livelihoods, as Bhutan continues to combat illegal

wildlife trade involving tigers. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Tourism department reallocates

USD 2.9 to aid 1,551 displaced workers

(gs) Bhutan's tourism department reallocated USD 2.9

million from its flagship program to assist workers

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The initiative,

running from April to December 2020, engaged 1,551

displaced tourism employees in infrastructure

development, surveys, training, and waste

management. This shift came after pandemic-related

challenges disrupted the original plan to develop four

tourism circuits across the country. The reprioritized

program aims to support the tourism sector while

maintaining development efforts during the global

health crisis. [Kuensel]

India: States have right to sub-classify

Scheduled Castes for quotas, Supreme

Court rules
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(sg) India's Supreme Court, in a majority judgment

delivered on August 1, ruled that state governments

have the authority to sub-classify Scheduled Castes

(SCs) for reservation in admissions and public

employment to ensure substantive equality. This

decision was made by a seven-judge Constitution

Bench headed by Chief Justice of India D.Y.

Chandrachud.

Background

The Indian population is broadly categorized into four

castes - General, Other Backward Classes (OBCs), SCs,

and Scheduled Tribes (STs). Before India's

independence, caste-based discrimination was

rampant, creating significant barriers for people of SC,

ST, and OBC backgrounds in achieving social and

economic equality. To address these inequalities, the

Indian government introduced the concept of

reservation in various sectors, including government

jobs, education, and healthcare, to provide these

marginalized groups with better opportunities.

Over the years, conditions for many individuals within

these castes have improved significantly, while the

reservation system remains in place. Recognizing that

some individuals within the SC, ST, and OBC categories

have prospered, the concept of sub-categorization has

been proposed. This step aims to distinguish the more

affluent, or "creamy layer," within these groups from

the truly marginalized individuals, ensuring that the

benefits of reservation reach those who need them the

most.

Formation of Rohini Commission

In 2017, the Rohini Commission was set up to examine

sub-categorization of OBCs and ensure equitable

distribution of quota benefits. The report regarding the

same was submitted to President Draupadi Murmu on

July 31, 2023; but since then, the report hasn’t been

made public. However, a study conducted by the

Rohini Commission while drafting its report found that

just about 40 of the approximately 5,000-6,000 sub-

categories/groups among the OBCs — less than 1

percent of the total OBC population — had cornered

50 percent of reservation benefits in central

government jobs and educational institutions. [The

Print]

Supreme Court ruling

Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court held that

states can provide "more" preferential treatment to

certain groups within the SCs to address varying

degrees of backwardness. This sub-classification aims
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to exclude the affluent individuals or families from the

benefits of reservation, ensuring that the truly

underprivileged benefit.

Four of the seven judges advocated extending the

"creamy layer" principle to SCs and STs, similar to its

application for OBCs, to exclude the more affluent

within these groups from reservation benefits. Justice

B.R. Gavai, supported by Justices Vikram Nath, Pankaj

Mithal, and Satish Chandra Sharma, emphasized the

need to identify and exclude the creamy layer within

SCs and STs to achieve real equality.

Chief Justice Chandrachud and Justice Manoj Misra

affirmed the constitutional permissibility of sub-

classifying SCs for affirmative action but did not

comment on the creamy layer principle. Justice Bela

Trivedi dissented, arguing that states lack the power to

alter the Presidential List of SCs.

This judgment followed a reference to the seven-judge

Bench in 2020 to examine the constitutionality of

specific state laws in Tamil Nadu and Punjab that

provided preferential quotas to certain SC groups. The

court traced the power of states to Articles 15(4) and

16(4) of the Constitution, which allow for the

prohibition of discrimination and provision of equal

opportunities in public employment.

The court's decision overruled a 2005 verdict in the E.V.

Chinnaiah case, which had held that sub-classification

amounted to unconstitutional tinkering with the

Presidential List by state legislatures. [India TV] [The

Hindu]

India: Supreme Court rejects pleas for SIT

probe into electoral bonds scheme

(lm) India’s Supreme Court has dismissed petitions

requesting a court-monitored investigation into the

Electoral Bonds Scheme, which critics claim facilitates

opaque political funding. A bench comprising Chief

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud and Justice J.B. Pardiwala

deemed it "premature" and "inappropriate" to order

such a probe when existing criminal law remedies had

not been utilized. [Daily Sun]

The Electoral Bonds Scheme was introduced by the

Indian government in January 2018 as a method to

reform political funding and increase transparency in

the donations made to political parties. The scheme

allows individuals, institutions, and corporations to

purchase bonds from authorized banks and donate

them to political parties, which can then encash these
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bonds through their verified accounts. However, in a

judgment on February 15, the Supreme Court

scrapped the scheme of anonymous political funding.

Following this, the State Bank of India shared data with

the Election Commission, making it public.

Despite this, the Supreme Court recently declined to

order a roving inquiry into the assumption of quid pro

quo for contracts awarded in connection with the

purchase of electoral bonds. It also rejected the

petitioners' request to recover money received by

political parties through these bonds and to reopen

their income tax assessments.

The petitions, filed by NGOs Common Cause and the

Centre for Public Interest Litigation (CPIL), alleged that

the disclosures revealed quid pro quo deals between

corporations and political parties. Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, representing the petitioners, termed the

scheme a "scam," highlighting donations from shell

companies and loss-making firms. [Daily Sun]

India: Supreme Court reserves order on

AAP leader Manish Sisodia's bail pleas

(lm) The Supreme Court of India reserved its order on

bail pleas filed by Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader

Manish Sisodia on August 6. Sisodia is seeking bail in

corruption and money laundering cases related to the

alleged Delhi excise policy scam. The bench heard

arguments from senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi for

Sisodia and Additional Solicitor General S.V. Raju for

the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the

Enforcement Directorate (ED).

Sisodia was arrested by the CBI on February 26, 2023,

for alleged irregularities in the formulation and

implementation of the Delhi excise policy for 2021-22.

The ED arrested him on March 9, 2023, in connection

with the money laundering case stemming from the

CBI FIR. He resigned from the Delhi cabinet on

February 28, 2023.

Sisodia has been in custody for 17 months and argued

for bail, citing the delayed start of his trial. The ED and

CBI opposed his bail, with the ED claiming they have

documents proving his deep involvement in the scam.

[The Hindu]

India: Cases against governors in Supreme

Court a 'sad story’ on their constitutional
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position

(lm) India's Supreme Court Justice B.V. Nagarathna

recently addressed the issues surrounding the

constitutional role of governors during a keynote

speech at a conference in Bengaluru state. She

expressed concern over the increasing number of

cases against Governors in the Supreme Court,

describing it as a "sad story" that reflects the

problematic nature of their constitutional position.

Justice Nagarathna highlighted that some Governors

are overstepping their roles while others are inactive

when they should be more involved.[The Hindu]

This issue arises as the Supreme Court prepares to

scrutinize the powers of governors, particularly

concerning their handling of bills passed by state

legislatures. Kerala and West Bengal have joined

Telangana and Tamil Nadu in accusing governors of

delaying or withholding assent to bills and referring

them to the president. The Supreme Court will

consider framing guidelines for governors to address

these concerns.

Additionally, the Rajya Sabha experienced significant

disruption last month when Kerala MP John Brittas

introduced a private member’s bill aiming to make

governors constitutionally bound by the advice of the

council of ministers of states. The bill seeks to ensure

that governors' roles are confined to constitutional

provisions, preventing them from assuming extra-

constitutional roles such as chancellorships. [AiR No.

31, July/2024, 5]

India: Long litigation process tires public,

becomes punishment, chief justice says

(lm) Chief Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud

highlighted the public's frustration with lengthy court

proceedings, noting that this often drives litigants to

seek settlements, even if they are not beneficial. He

described the court process as punitive, causing many

to think they should "keep away from courts."

Speaking at the conclusion of a week-long Special Lok

Adalat at the Supreme Court, CJI Chandrachud

emphasized the importance of Lok Adalats and

mediation as alternative dispute resolution

mechanisms, despite their systemic inequalities. [Bar

and Bench]

Lok Adalats are a vital component of India's alternative

dispute resolution framework, established under the

Legal Services Authorities Act of 1987. These courts

provide a voluntary, non-adversarial platform for
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resolving disputes amicably and expeditiously, without

the formalities of traditional court proceedings. They

handle various civil, matrimonial, family, and certain

criminal cases, offering binding decisions that are final

and enforceable. Lok Adalats emphasize mutual

agreement, cost-effectiveness, and speedy justice,

significantly alleviating the burden on the regular

judiciary and fostering social harmony

Against this backdrop, Chief Justice Chandrachud

mentioned that each Lok Adalat panel consisted of two

judges and two Bar members to ensure advocates felt

a sense of ownership over the institution. He noted

that the initiative began with seven benches and

expanded to 13 due to the high volume of work. The

chief justice also remarked that the purpose of Lok

Adalats is to bring justice closer to people's homes and

reassure them of the judiciary's constant presence in

their lives. [The Hindu]

Courts have bolstered India’s reputation for arbitration

In related remarks, Justice Hima Kohli recently

highlighted the significant role of the judiciary in

enhancing India's status as a prime destination for

arbitration during a seminar that focused on the

country's strides in arbitration and mediation services.

Justice Kohli emphasized that the judiciary's

commitment to upholding arbitral awards and limiting

judicial intervention has been crucial. She noted that

India's judicial system, through landmark judgments

and a pro-enforcement regime, has established a

reliable framework for arbitration under the

Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996. This

commitment complements legislative reforms and

signifies India's ambition to become a global

arbitration hub.

She also stressed the importance of developing a

specialized arbitration bar and providing training to

refine arbitration processes, enhancing confidence in

India as an arbitration hub. Recent amendments to the

Arbitration and Conciliation Act aim to align India’s

laws with international best practices, promoting

institutional arbitration, ensuring confidentiality, and

maintaining impartiality in arbitrator appointments.

Justice Kohli praised the Bar Council of India's decision

to permit foreign law firms to operate in specific areas,

which she believes will offer opportunities for young

Indian legal talent and help Indian law firms adopt

global best practices. This move is expected to address

concerns about Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and

establish India as a hub for international commercial

arbitration. [The Sunday Guardian]
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India: Delhi High Court upholds order

rejecting rape case against BJP's

Shahnawaz Hussain

(lm) The Delhi High Court has upheld a sessions court's

decision to close the rape case against BJP leader Syed

Shahnawaz Hussain, ruling that the evidence did not

support the allegations that Hussain had raped a

woman at a farmhouse in 2018.

The court found that independent ocular,

documentary, and scientific evidence disproved the

complainant's claims that Hussain and she were

present at the alleged crime scene, rendering the

possibility of the offense "zilch." Consequently, the

court upheld the cancellation report filed by the Delhi

Police, which had determined no rape case was made

out against Hussain.

The case began when the complainant accused

Hussain of taking her to his farmhouse, intoxicating

her, raping her, and then threatening her with a video

of the act. Despite initial refusals, an FIR was registered

following interventions from the Delhi High Court and

the Supreme Court.

The case was dismissed by a Magistrate Court in

October 2023, leading to an appeal by the

complainant. However, both the Additional Sessions

Judge and now the Delhi High Court have upheld the

cancellation of the case. [Bar and Bench]

India: Writ petitions cannot be filed

against X Corp

(lm) The Delhi High Court has ruled that writ petitions

cannot be filed against the social media platform X

(formerly Twitter) as it is a private entity that does not

perform any government or public functions. Justice

Sanjeev Narula stated that although X plays a

significant role in information dissemination and

influencing public opinion, its core function is to

provide a private platform for expression.

The court highlighted that X operates voluntarily and is

user-driven, distinguishing it from entities that are

legally mandated to provide essential public utilities or

perform traditional state functions. There is no

statutory directive from the government delegating

public duties to X.
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This decision came in response to a writ petition filed

by a user, challenging X’s decision to suspend his

handle, alleging a breach of natural justice principles.

Gupta argued that the government should ensure

constitutional rights are not infringed upon by private

entities like X.

The court, however, dismissed the petition, stating that

there was no indication the central government had

failed in its regulatory duties or disregarded legal

obligations that would require the court's intervention.

[Bar and Bench]

India: Subjecting child to corporal

punishment to reform him can’t be part of

education, High Court rules

(lm) The Chhattisgarh High Court has ruled that

subjecting a child to corporal punishment in school

under the guise of discipline or education is cruel and

violates their right to life as guaranteed by Article 21 of

the Indian Constitution. This observation was made

while dismissing a petition filed by a woman teacher

who was accused of abetting the suicide of a Class VI

student.

The court emphasized that corporal punishment is not

in alignment with a child's right to a dignified life and

highlighted that being small does not make a child less

human than an adult. The ruling followed an incident

where an FIR was lodged against the teacher after the

student left a suicide note naming her.

Despite the teacher's claim that she merely

admonished the student and took her ID card as part

of the school's disciplinary procedure, the High Court

found that the evidence provided by the classmates

indicated that the teacher's conduct was harsh and

caused mental trauma. The court dismissed the

petition, stating that the facts of the case could not be

adjudicated at this stage without a full examination of

the evidence. [The Hindu]

India: Central bank introduces new draft

framework for enhanced authentication

in digital payments

(lm) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced a

new framework aimed at enhancing the security of

digital payments through alternative authentication

mechanisms. This initiative is in response to the
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growing sophistication of cyber threats and fraud

techniques. The draft guidelines mandate that all

digital payment transactions, with certain exemptions,

must include a dynamically created factor of

authentication.

Exceptions to these rules include card-present

transactions, small value contactless payments up to

INR 5,000 (approximately USD 60), e-mandates for

recurring payments, and small value offline digital

transactions. [The Business Standard]

India: Cabinet approves eight high-speed

road corridor projects worth USD 6.08

billion

(sg) The Cabinet has approved eight high-speed road

corridor projects totaling 936 kilometers, with an

investment of INR 506.55 billion (USD 6.08 billion).

These projects aim to improve logistics efficiency and

connectivity across India. The approved projects

include the 6-lane Agra-Gwalior, 4-lane Kharagpur-

Moregram, 6-lane Tharad-Deesa-Mehsana-

Ahmedabad, 4-lane Ayodhya Ring Road, 4-lane

Pathalgaon-Gumla, and 6-lane Kanpur Ring Road

corridors, among others. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi highlighted the transformative impact on

infrastructure and economic growth. The projects are

expected to generate approximately 44.2 million

person-days of employment. [India TV] [Business

Standard]

India: Regulator proposes major changes

to curb excessive trading in derivatives

market

(sg) The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

has proposed changes to curb excessive trading

activity in the derivatives market. In a recent

consultation paper, SEBI highlighted significant losses

by individual traders, with a cumulative loss of INR

516.89 billion (USD 6.2 billion) in the fiscal year 2023-

24. To address this, SEBI suggested increasing the

minimum contract size for futures and options, limiting

weekly index options, and requiring upfront payment

of option premiums.

The changes aim to protect investors and stabilize the

market, following findings that retail traders mostly

incur losses while high-frequency algorithmic traders

and foreign portfolio investors profit. SEBI plans to
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increase the minimum contract size for options from

INR 500,000-1,000,000 (USD 6,000-12,000) to INR

2,000,000-3,000,000 (USD 24,000-36,000) in phases,

reduce the number of weekly options available, and

mandate upfront premium payments to discourage

excessive leverage.

Opinions on the impact of these proposals are mixed.

Some believe it will curb speculation and protect

inexperienced traders, while others argue that it may

not significantly reduce trading volumes and could

shift trading from futures to options. [The Print]

India: Email threatens to blow up Bihar

chief minister's office; FIR registered

(lm) Bihar Police have registered an FIR following an

email threat to bomb the Chief Minister’s office in

Patna. The email, sent on July 16, claimed an

association with Al-Qaeda and threatened to bomb the

premises of the Chief Minister’s Office (CMO). The FIR

was registered on August 2, after an inquiry, against

unknown persons under relevant sections of the

Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita and IT Act. [The Hindu]

Maldives: NSPA reveals USD 5.6 million in

unpaid dues as Parliament probes

financial irregularities

(sa) The National Social Protection Agency (NSPA)

revealed that it had MVR 871 million (approximately

USD 56.6 million) in unpaid dues to various parties as

of November last year. This information was disclosed

during a meeting of the Parliament's Public Accounts

Committee. The statistics shared by NSPA indicated

that by the end of the previous administration on

November 17, 2023, the agency owed this amount to

various state and private entities.

Additionally, the 2024 budget includes an allocation of

MVR 4 billion for NSPA aid, covering support for single

mothers and medical treatment-related assistance.

The committee also disclosed that Aasandha and NSPA

collectively owe MVR 144 million to ADK, a prominent

Maldivian healthcare provider.

Lawmakers have demanded full disclosure of financial

details, emphasizing the need for transparency and

accountability within the agency. This scrutiny aims to

ensure better management of social protection funds

and services. [Sun Online] [the edition 1]
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Public Accounts committee seeks details of compensation

issued by former government

In related updates, the Public Accounts Committee has

requested details on compensations issued during

former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's

administration. This inquiry was initiated by Mohamed

Mamdhooh, MP for Funadhoo constituency, who noted

that over MVR 2 billion (approximately USD 130

million) was disbursed as compensation in the past five

years.

By the end of the previous year, the government had

spent MVR 556 million on compensations, five times

the budgeted amount. This year, MVR 101 million was

allocated for compensations in the state budget, but

this amount has already been exceeded halfway

through the year.

Over the past 13 years, the Maldives' state has spent

MVR 2.7 billion on compensations, with 74 percent of

this amount, approximately MVR 2 billion, issued

during Solih's administration. [the edition 2]

Parliament probes into USD 2.86 million project given to

ex-MP Ali Hameed's firm

Additionally, the Committee is investigating a case

where a MVR 44 million (approximately USD 2.86

million) project was awarded to North Coast

Construction, a company owned by former Isdhoo MP

Ali Hameed. This project, intended for the construction

of a 10-storey building, was given under a settlement

agreement following the discontinuation of an earlier

project.

Initially, North Coast Construction had been contracted

on December 29, 2016, to build a six-storey hospital

for Aasandha for MVR 61 million (approximately USD

3.97 million). The company was expected to earn MVR

18.3 million (approximately USD 1.19 million) from this

project, with a 3 percent profit margin. However, due

to budget constraints, the project was halted in June

2017, causing significant financial losses to the

company.

During President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's

administration, discussions among the President's

Office, Aasandha, and the Economic Council led to the

decision to offer North Coast Construction a new

project to compensate for their losses. Consequently,

the Housing Development Corporation (HDC) awarded

them a project to build a 10-storey building in

Hulhumalé.
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In the Public Accounts Committee meeting, Deputy

Speaker Ahmed Nazim raised concerns about the

disparity between the company's estimated loss of

MVR 18 million (approximately USD 1.17 million) and

the awarded MVR 44 million (approximately USD 2.86

million) project, questioning the justification for such a

large payment. Despite receiving two advance

payments of MVR 22 million (approximately USD 1.43

million) each, no significant work has been reported on

the new project.

MP Hameed, originally elected as a member of the

Jumhooree Party, switched affiliations multiple times,

most recently joining the People’s National Congress

(PNC) in December of the previous year. [the edition 3]

Road Development Corporation makes progress on debt

reduction

Meanwhile, the Road Development Corporation (RDC),

a state-owned enterprise responsible for developing

and maintaining the country's road infrastructure, has

made significant strides in reducing its debt, as

reported by Managing Director Ali Zuhair during a

parliamentary Committee on State-Owned Enterprises

(SOE) session. RDC's debt, which previously stood at

approximately USD 54 million due to excessive

wasteful expenditures and mismanagement, has been

reduced to USD 38 million.

Zuhair explained that the previous administration's

mismanagement included leasing vehicles at above-

market rates and acquiring more vehicles than

necessary, leading to inflated costs. Under the current

administration's efforts, about USD 10 million has been

repaid with government assistance. The company’s

monthly vehicle rental costs have been cut from

around USD 1 million to approximately USD 325,000

through renegotiations and returning excess vehicles.

Additionally, RDC has managed to reduce the costs of

newly purchased equipment by 35 percent compared

to previous rates, resulting in savings of around USD

1.3 million to date. If these measures continue, RDC

expects to save a total of approximately USD 15 million

by the end of 2024. Zuhair also reported ongoing

investigations into alleged corruption involving former

management, including a transfer of USD 10.4 million

without proper documentation and USD 5.85 million

deposited into the CFO's account. The identities

involved are under investigation by the police and the

Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC). [the edition 4]
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Maldives: Trial begins for Hassan

Mamdooh on record-breaking fraud and

tax evasion charges

(sa/lm) The Maldivian Criminal Court has initiated the

trial of Hassan Mamdooh, also known as Mande, who

is accused of extorting money from multiple

individuals by falsely promising the sale of flats at a

real estate development project called K Park

Residence. Mamdooh, a shareholder in Hanbo

Company, the developer of K Park, faces over 100

charges, including 50 counts of tax evasion, 50 counts

of fraud, three counts of issuing fraudulent

documents, and one count of money laundering. This

marks the highest number of charges against a single

individual in the Maldives.

Raa Atoll Alifushi Kinara Jaishan Saeed, who faces 95

charges in the same case, was also tried alongside

Mamdooh. During the hearing, both defendants

requested time to appoint legal representation. Judge

Ali Nadeem, presiding over the case, stated that if they

could not afford lawyers, the state would provide legal

assistance. The judge granted them a maximum of 10

days to secure legal representation, warning that the

trial would proceed without their lawyers if they failed

to do so.

The trial follows a complaint from another Hanbo

Company shareholder, alleging that Mamdooh had

extorted money from several individuals. Following the

complaint, Mamdooh was arrested, and police seized

various valuables, including bags, perfume, and an

expensive apartment registered in his name.

Mamdooh is currently out on bail but faces up to 40

years in prison if convicted. [the edition]

Maldives: Need for legal mechanisms to

swiftly halt money circulation in scam

cases, police says

(lm) Speaking at the Parliament's State-Owned

Enterprises (SOE) Committee, police representatives

emphasized the need for legal mechanisms that allow

them to halt the circulation of money through bank

accounts in scam cases without requiring a court

order. Mariyam Rasheedha, head of the Police's Anti-

Scam Centre and Inspector of Police, highlighted the

current legal limitations that prevent holding funds in

subsequent accounts quickly after a scam is reported.

Rasheedha pointed out that the current requirement

for a court order to freeze bank accounts is too slow
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for effective response in scam cases, where the

circulation of money happens rapidly. She argued for a

legal provision that allows immediate holding of such

funds to enable rapid response and recovery efforts.

Additionally, Rasheedha stressed the need for laws

that permit the police to obtain necessary information

from telecom providers without a court order. This

would include basic subscription details, not personal

information, to aid in the prevention and investigation

of scam cases.

The police have twice requested meetings with the

Attorney General to discuss these issues, but both

meetings were postponed. [the edition 1]

Over 500 bank accounts blocked due to scam cases

According to Rasheedha, the Maldivian Police have

blocked over 500 bank accounts this year in

connection with scam cases. Moreover, the authorities

have also blocked 782 device networks, terminated

297 SIM cards, and blocked 70 web links. Rasheedha

mentioned that 156 scam cases have been sent to the

Prosecutor General for pressing charges, with many

now at the trial stage.

Last year, 1,661 scam-related cases were reported,

involving MVR 20 million (approximately USD 1.3

million). So far this year, 1,302 cases have been

reported. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Deepening rift between former

allies ex-President Yameen, incumbent

Muizzu

(sa) During a recent rally of his People's National Front

(PNF), former Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen

claimed he had distanced himself from President

Mohamed Muizzu's administration due to alleged

wrongdoings but asserted that he still had a stake in

the government.

In response, Abdul Raheem Abdulla, the Speaker of

Parliament and Chairperson of the ruling People's

National Congress (PNC), criticized Yameen, suggesting

that his distancing from the government was driven by

ego and an inability to see someone else in power.

Raheem accused Yameen of coveting power and

collaborating with unsuccessful politicians to create

unrest. [the edition]

The episode highlights the deepening rift between

former allies Abdulla Yameen and Mohamed Muizzu,
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which significantly intensified in November last year.

Yameen, who founded the Progressive Party of

Maldives (PPM) in 2019, exited the party amidst rising

tensions. At the time, the PPM was in a coalition with

Muizzu’s PNC. With Yameen's departure, Muizzu, who

previously served as the housing minister under

Yameen and was the mayor of Malé before becoming

president, assumed leadership of the entire PPM-PNC

coalition.

Maldives: Parliament accepts

government-proposed amendment to

hold by-elections twice a year

(sa) The Maldivian Parliament has accepted a

government-proposed amendment to hold by-

elections for local councils and women's development

committees twice a year. The amendment received

unanimous support from all 77 members present and

has been forwarded to the Decentralization Committee

for further review. Under the current law, by-elections

must be held within 60 days of a seat becoming vacant.

The proposed amendment extends this duration to

183 days, meaning by-elections will need to be held

twice a year, with the period between them not

exceeding 183 days and not being less than 120 days.

The amendment also includes provisions for specific

situations. If a council president or mayor's position

becomes vacant, a by-election must be held within 14

days. If the position of council's deputy president or

deputy mayor becomes vacant, a by-election must be

held within 30 days. However, if the mayor or council

president's position remains unfilled when the deputy

president or deputy mayor's position becomes vacant,

then the by-election must be held within 7 days.

Additionally, if the vacancy of a member's seat

prevents the legal quorum for meetings, a by-election

must be held within 60 days.

The Elections Commission had previously raised

concerns about the need to hold multiple by-elections

throughout each year. The 19th Parliament had also

proposed an amendment to hold by-elections once

annually, but this did not proceed in parliament at the

time. [the edition]

Maldives: Deputy Speaker Nazim against

increasing insurance plans for judges
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(lm) In the Maldives, Deputy Speaker of Parliament

Ahmed Nazim expressed his opposition to increasing

the insurance premiums for judges, citing a lack of

visible results from their work despite their high

salaries. Speaking at the Parliament's Public Accounts

Committee meeting, Nazim argued that an overall

review of the judiciary's performance is necessary

before considering any increase in insurance coverage.

He highlighted the significant backlog of cases, noting

that some judges handle as many as 543 cases, with

even the least burdened judge managing 112 cases.

Nazim pointed out that there are cases in the Civil

Court that have not had a hearing in two years,

suggesting that the judiciary's performance has not

improved despite recent salary increases. He also

criticized the practice of judges retiring early and

continuing to receive insurance and privileges, stating

that many middle-aged judges retire and then stay at

home while still benefiting from these perks.

Furthermore, Nazim emphasized that the judiciary's

request for the government to cover the 10 percent of

the premium that judges currently pay themselves

should not be granted. He argued that individuals

should be encouraged to lead healthier lifestyles and

be cautious about their health, as seen in other

countries like New Zealand, where higher premiums

are charged to smokers. [the edition]

Maldives: Male’ Mayor Adam Aim elected

opposition MDP's Male’ Area President

(sa) Male’ Mayor Adam Azim has been elected as the

Male’ Area President in the opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP)'s National Council by-

elections. Azim won the election with over 600 votes,

defeating former MP Mohamed Falah, who received

200 votes.

Azim, who previously led the Maldives Transport and

Contracting Company (MTCC) under the Jumhoori

Party, endorsed MDP during the last presidential

election, later joining the party and winning the Male'

mayoral election. The Male' Area Presidency in the

MDP National Council became vacant following the

resignation of former Mayor Shifa Mohamed.

The MDP held by-elections for 20 constituencies,

including Male' area, on the same day. [the edition]
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Maldives: MP Falah to chair Parliament's

Housing Committee

(lm) The Maldivian Parliament has formed a new

permanent Housing Committee, which held its first

meeting recently. Ibrahim Falah, the People's National

Congress (PNC) Parliamentary Group Leader and MP

for Inguraidhoo, has been elected as the chair of this

committee. The committee is composed of 11

members, prioritizing representation from various

cities besides the capital Male'.

The formation of this committee aligns with President

Muizzu's key pledge to provide housing for all citizens

by the end of his five-year term. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament accepts bill on fines

for employers neglecting expat workers'

rights

(sa/lm) The Maldivian Parliament has accepted a

government-submitted bill proposing amendments to

the Employment Act. This amendment mandates a fine

of MVR 50,000 (approximately USD 3,250) for

employers who neglect the rights of expatriate

employees, particularly regarding unpaid salaries. The

bill received unanimous support from all 80 members

present and has been forwarded to the relevant

committee for further review.

In addition to the fines, the bill proposes authorizing

the cabinet to determine the total number of

expatriates that can be brought in from any given

country. Currently, the Employment Act allows a

maximum of 100,000 expatriates from each country,

with regulations stipulating adjustments if this number

is exceeded.

The proposed amendment requires the number of

expatriates and their fields of work to be regulated

under the Employment Act, based on an assessment of

the job market's needs and the impact of foreign

workers. This assessment must consider job market

challenges, the necessity for foreign workers in critical

areas, and the number of both legal and illegal foreign

workers.

During the preliminary debate, some members

expressed concerns about the high fine amount,

suggesting it be revised during the committee stage.

Others recommended that the maximum number of

expatriate workers from a country be clearly defined in
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the law rather than left to the cabinet's discretion. [the

edition][Sun Online]

Maldives: Parliament approves appointing

Habeeb as human rights commission

member

(lm) The Maldivian Parliament has approved the

appointment of Ismail Habeeb as a member of the

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives (HRCM).

The decision was made during a parliamentary session

where Habeeb's nomination, put forth by President

Mohamed Muizzu on July 15, was reviewed by the

Human Rights Committee.

Habeeb, who previously served as the Vice President of

the Elections Commission, was thoroughly vetted by

the committee, receiving a score of 89 percent during

his interview. Following this evaluation, the committee

deemed him qualified and capable of fulfilling the

responsibilities of an HRCM member. The final vote in

Parliament saw 74 members in favor of Habeeb's

appointment, while three members voted against it.

Habeeb's extensive experience includes serving two

five-year terms as a member of the Elections

Commission, culminating in a total of 21 years in

various capacities within the commission. His initial

appointment to the Elections Commission was in 2013

during the administration of former President Abdulla

Yameen, with a subsequent reappointment in 2019.

[the edition]

Maldives: Parliament votes to recommend

appointment of new central bank

governor

(sa) In the Maldives, the unicameral legislator has

voted to advise President Mohamed Muizzu to appoint

Ahmed Munawwar, currently an advisor to the Finance

Minister, as the new Governor of the Maldives

Monetary Authority (MMA). Out of the 85 members

present, 78 participated in the vote, with seven

abstaining.

Munawwar previously served as Finance Minister

during former President Abdulla Yameen's

administration. The Public Accounts Committee

reviewed his qualifications, awarding him a score of

94.43 percent, and recommended his appointment
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based on his extensive experience in the financial

sector, including previous roles within MMA.

This recommendation follows the recent removal of

the previous governor, Ali Hashim, who was appointed

by the MDP government. [Sun Online] [the edition]

Maldives: MTCC reports significant

revenue drop in Q2

(sa) The Maldives Transport and Contracting Company

(MTCC) has reported a substantial decline in revenues

for the second quarter of this year. According to the

company’s quarterly report, MTCC earned USD 32.2

million in the second quarter, marking a 25 percent

decrease from the USD 43.1 million earned in the first

quarter. Compared to the same period last year, where

MTCC earned USD 47.2 million, this year’s revenue is

32 percent lower. The decrease is attributed to rising

operational costs, including increased marketing and

administrative expenses. MTCC reported a profit of

MVR 5 million (USD 324,000) in the first quarter of this

year, down from USD 6.3 million last year and USD

12.7 million the year before. [the edition]

Maldives: Student Unions differ on

duration for university status granting

(sa) The Maldives' National Development and Heritage

Committee met with student unions from Maldives

National University (MNU), Villa College, and Islamic

University of Maldives (IUM) to discuss an amendment

to the Higher Education Act regarding the duration

required for colleges to achieve university status.

Currently, the Act stipulates a college must operate for

20 consecutive years before being granted university

status. MP Abdulla Rifaau (Bochey) proposed reducing

this duration to 15 years.

During the meeting, MNU and Villa College's student

unions supported the proposed amendment, while

IUM's student union preferred the duration to remain

at 20 years.  The National Development and Heritage

Committee also summoned relevant authorities who

suggested prioritizing quality over duration in the

amendment. [the edition]

Preceding these developments, during Maldives’

Independence Day function on July 26, President

Muizzu noted that he aims to transform the education

sector with a mega initiative in September to have only
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Maldivian teachers in the Maldives’ education system.

The initiative has received USD 585,000 in grants to

develop the education sector. [Sun Online]

Maldives: Streetlights on 144 islands

violate safety standards

(sa) In the Maldives, the state-owned utility company

FENAKA has identified that streetlights on 144 islands

fail to meet safety standards set by the Utility

Regulation Authority (URA). Managing Director

Mohamed Muaz Rasheed disclosed this at a press

conference, highlighting the findings from a recent

inspection initiated after children were electrocuted in

Raa Atoll Un'goofaaru. As a result, the company plans

to discontinue services to any areas not complying

with URA standards. [the edition 1]

FENAKA shuts down ice plants due to loss

In separate but related news, FENAKA has ceased

operations of its ice plants on various islands due to

substantial financial losses. Rasheed stated that the

company incurs an annual loss of MVR 12 million

(approximately USD 780,000) from running these

facilities. He emphasized that the ice plants, initiated

by the previous administration, fall outside FENAKA's

primary mandate.

Additionally, Muaz disclosed that the previous

administration had also involved FENAKA in an ATM

project, which similarly did not align with the

company’s core responsibilities. He highlighted that

when the current administration took over, FENAKA

was burdened with MVR 4 billion (approximately USD

260 million) in debt.

To address these financial challenges, FENAKA has

decided to terminate all loss-making projects. This

strategy has led to the company reporting profits

during the first two quarters of the year. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Government plans to reveal

names of gangs and gang members

(lm) Maldivian Minister of Homeland Security and

Technology Ali Ihusan announced plans to release the

names of various gangs and their members to the

public. In an interview with a local media outlet, Ihusan

stated that current laws make it difficult to take action

against gangs due to their definition and other legal

constraints. The ministry is in the final stages of
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amending these laws, which have been in effect for 14

years, to facilitate more effective action against gang

crimes.

Ihusan emphasized that the legal changes would allow

for a permanent solution to gang-related issues,

including gang-run businesses. Once the amendments

are implemented, the names of gangs and their

members will be made public. The current Act on

Prohibition of Gang Violence restricts organizations

from using gang-related names or logos and allows for

the revocation of registration if illegal activities are

proven. However, despite this act, the names of gangs

have not been released.

Ihusan also pointed out that many sports clubs

registered under gang-related names and government

land being used by such gangs will be addressed. He

expressed a firm commitment to ending gang crimes

in the country, assuring that these crimes will not be

allowed to continue. [the edition]

Maldives: Police officer's motorbikes

torched amid drug operation

(lm) Two incidents of police motorcycles being torched

have occurred in Noonu Atoll Henbadhoo, linked to an

anti-drug operation. The first incident happened early

on July 31 when an officer's bike was damaged. The

second incident occurred on August 1, resulting in

another officer's motorcycle being set on fire and

damaged beyond repair. Investigations are ongoing,

but no arrests have been made so far. [the edition]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli gives full shape

to Council of Ministers

(lm) Nepal’s Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has

completed the formation of the Council of Ministers – a

body of high-ranking government officials – by

inducting three state ministers. With these

appointments, the Council of Ministers now has 25

members, which is the maximum size permitted by the

constitution. Prime Minister Oli had previously formed

a 22-member Cabinet on July 15, the day of his

swearing-in.

Arun Kumar Chaudhary from the Nagarik Unmukti

Party has been appointed as the minister of state for

Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation. Rupa BK and

Purna Bahadur Tamang from the Nepali Congress have
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been appointed as state ministers for the Ministry of

Forest and Environment and the Ministry of Energy,

Water Resources, and Irrigation, respectively. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Bill shortage stagnates Parliament

(lm) While Nepal needs numerous laws for the

comprehensive implementation of the Constitution,

both houses of the federal parliament are currently

hampered by a lack of bills, hindering its legislative

efficiency. Full House sessions occur only when the

government registers new bills or parliamentary

committees forward bills after internal deliberations

and resolving party differences.

A study by the upper house’s Legislation Management

Committee revealed that only 111 of the 151 laws

needed to implement the 2015 constitution have been

enacted. Forty Acts still require significant

amendments or replacements to align with the

constitution. Overall, 181 Acts need amendment or

replacement at federal, provincial, and local levels for

full constitutional implementation.

Fifteen bills are stalled in various House committees

due to a lack of consensus among major parties.

Speaker Devraj Ghimire has urged committee

chairpersons to expedite the deliberation and

forwarding of these bills. Minister for Law, Justice, and

Parliamentary Affairs, Ajay Kumar Chaurasia, assured

that the government is committed to keeping

Parliament active. New bills are expected to be

registered, with a couple set to be forwarded by

committees soon. Specific bills, such as amendments

to the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and

Reconciliation Commission Act, and the Bar Council

Act, are in the final stages of preparation. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli assures

stability, directs secretaries to fulfil duties

confidently

(lm) Nepal’s Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has assured

that the newly formed government, lead by his

Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) (CPN-UML) and the Nepali Congress, will

ensure stability in the Himalayan nation. Speaking to

government secretaries at the Office of the Prime

Minister and Council of Ministers, Oli justified the new
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alliance, stating that the previous government's failure

in service delivery and the loss of public trust

necessitated the coalition. He emphasized the

significant roles both parties have played in the

country's economic and social transformation,

highlighting their responsibilities and asserting that the

government must not fail.

Oli also addressed concerns about the government's

longevity, pledging to resign a week before completing

two years in office to allow Nepali Congress President

Sher Bahadur Deuba to lead, thereby signaling

stability. [The Kathmandu Post]

Oli became Prime Minister on July 13 after forming an

alliance with the Nepali Congress, abandoning the

coalition with the CPN-Maoist Centre. Under the seven-

point coalition agreement, reached between Oli and

Deuba, Oli will serve as Prime Minister for the first two

years, followed by Deuba, who will lead for the

remaining one and a half years until the next general

election.

Nepal: Sudurpaschim, Karnali provincial

governments reshaped

(lm) Against the larger backdrop of the recent change

in government on the federal level and a

corresponding agreement between the Nepali

Congress and Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified

Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML), the provincial

governments in Karnali and Sudurpaschim are taking

shape.

Sudurpaschim

Kamal Bahadur Shah of the Nepali Congress has been

appointed as the chief minister of Sudurpaschim

province for the second time. Shah previously served

as chief minister from February last year to April 4. The

Nepali Congress- CPN-UML coalition holds a majority in

the 53-member provincial assembly, with the Nepali

Congress having 18 members, the CPN-UML 11, and

support from the seven-member Nagarik Unmukti

Party. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Former Chief Minister Dirgha Bahadur Sodari resigned

on August 2 during a provincial assembly meeting

before a scheduled vote of confidence. Sodari's

government became a minority after the CPN-UML

withdrew its support on July 4, following shifts in the

ruling coalition at the federal level. [The Kathmandu

Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]
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Karnali

Meanwhile in Karnali province, the Nepali Congress

has joined the provincial government, led by the CPN-

UML's Yamlal Kandel. Earlier this week, Province Head

Yagya Raj Joshi administered the oath of office to four

Nepali Congress ministers; these appointments filled

the vacancies left by the CPN (Maoist Centre) exit on

July 22, giving the Karnali province government a full

shape. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Against this backdrop of changes in coalition partners,

Karnali Chief Minister Yamlal Kandel on August 5

secured a vote of confidence from the provincial

assembly, his second floor test in four months. In the

40-member assembly, Kandel secured 23 votes,

receiving support from 9 CPN-UML lawmakers, 13

Nepali Congress lawmakers, and one independent

member, while 14 lawmakers voted against him. [The

Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Three new province heads sworn in

(lm) On August 1, President Ramchandra Paudel

administered the oath of office and secrecy to three

new province heads in Nepal. The new appointees are

Dipak Prasad Devkota for Bagmati province, Krishna

Bahadur Gharti Magar for Lumbini province, and Yagya

Raj Joshi for Karnali province.

These appointments followed the removal of the

previous province heads—Yadav Sharma of Bagmati,

Amik Sherchan of Lumbini, and Tilak Pariyar of Karnali

—on the recommendation of the government.

President Paudel acted under Article 165 (1) (b) of the

constitution to relieve the former heads of their duties

due to changes in the federal government. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Ministry appoints new board of

directors at Nepal Electricity Authority

(lm) The Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and

Irrigation has appointed Devendra Karki and

Mahendra Bahadur Gurung as board of directors at

the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA). Karki, a former

secretary at the Ministry of Energy, and Gurung,

former CEO of the Pancheshwar Development

Authority, replace Bhakta Bahadur Pun and Kapil

Acharya.
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Pun and Acharya were removed on August 2 after

defying government directives to resume electricity

supply to industries with outstanding dues. Despite

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's assurance to

industrialists, Pun and Acharya insisted on

disconnecting power to non-paying industries. Their

written clarifications were deemed inadequate by

Minister Deepak Khadka, leading to their dismissal.

The power supply to six industries, including Reliance

Spinning Mills and Ghorahi Cement, was cut off on July

9 due to unpaid dues but was resumed on July 24

under pressure from the Prime Minister and the NEA

Board. Previously, a committee formed by the Pushpa

Kamal Dahal-led government was tasked with studying

the issue. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court verdict on

contempt case against Sidhakura

publisher on August 22

(lm) The Supreme Court of Nepal has scheduled its

verdict on a contempt of court case against the

publisher and editor of the Sidhakura news website for

August 22. The case involves Yubraj Kandel, the

director, and Nabin Dhungana, the executive editor,

among others.

The case arose after the Sidhakura website published

audiovisual content on April 26, claiming that senior

media house chairpersons met with current and

former Supreme Court justices and senior advocates

to dismiss over 400 corruption cases. The court

deemed these claims baseless and initiated a suo

moto contempt case on April 28, asserting that the

content was a malicious attempt to defame the

judiciary.

A division bench had previously forwarded the case to

the extended full bench for a comprehensive judicial

interpretation of freedom of expression and press

freedom. Police investigations later confirmed that the

audio content was fake, leading to the case being filed

at the Kathmandu District Court. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: House committee asks

government to produce alleged

cooperative frauds including GB Rai
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(lm) The parliamentary special committee in Nepal,

tasked with investigating embezzlement in

cooperatives, has directed the government to produce

18 individuals accused of fraud, including GB Rai of the

Pokhara-based Suryadarshan Cooperatives. During a

meeting attended by Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak,

high-ranking officials from the Home Ministry, and

Nepal Police, the committee emphasized the need to

bring the accused, some of whom are believed to be

abroad, before the committee for interrogation.

GB Rai is the chairman of Gorkha Media Group and has

been implicated in a large cooperative fraud case

involving the Suryadarshan Cooperative in Nepal. Rai

and his associates are accused of embezzling over NPR

1 billion (approximately USD 7.5 million) from various

cooperatives by creating fake shareholders and

companies without any collateral. Rai fled Nepal and

was later located in Singapore, where he was

apprehended. Interpol issued a diffusion notice to aid

in his arrest and extradition back to Nepal for legal

proceedings. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Birgunj metropolis finds 10 more cooperatives

problematic

Adding to the existing list of crisis-ridden cooperatives,

Birgunj Metropolitan City has identified ten more

cooperatives as problematic. Efforts are underway to

recover depositors' funds, with some cooperatives

attempting to correct their operations.

Previously, the government listed 21 cooperatives as

crisis-ridden, risking billions of depositors' money. The

Crisis-ridden Cooperatives Management Committee

reported that 59,587 depositors have claimed over

NPR 36.289 billion (USD 268.54 million) embezzled by

these cooperatives. Nationwide, many other

cooperatives are also troubled but not yet officially

declared crisis-ridden. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Victims of cooperatives fraud take to the streets

demanding their deposits back

In related developments, victims of the Tapain Hamro

Cooperatives fraud in Parbat have taken to the streets

demanding the return of their deposits after the

cooperative's chairman, Balgopal Shrestha, absconded

a year ago with approximately NPR 290 million (around

USD 2.175 million) of depositors' savings. Despite their

protests for the past eight months and efforts to seek

assistance from the district administration and police,

Shrestha remains at large, reportedly in Australia.

The Office of the Cooperatives Registrar in Pokhara

found that Shrestha had issued NPR 21 million (about
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USD 157,500) in loans to relatives, contributing to the

fraud. A fraud case was filed against Shrestha and 21

others, but most of the accused are evading arrest.

The cooperative's new chairman, Nabin Kumar Paudel,

mentioned that the cooperative could repay depositors

if the district administration helps recover the loans.

[The Kathamandu Post 3]

Nepal: Government pushes for tough

ethics code for officials, NGOs

(lm) Nepal has resumed discussions on the draft of the

National Integrity Policy, initially tabled in 2018 during

KP Sharma Oli’s second term as prime minister. The

policy aims to enforce accountability and regulate the

activities of officials and NGOs. Key proposals include

requiring appointees to constitutional posts to sign

affidavits affirming non-affiliation with political parties,

and imposing restrictions on constitutional bodies,

security agencies, and the judiciary from receiving

unauthorized perks or direct assistance from NGOs.

Additionally, the policy prohibits teachers and those in

constitutional bodies from holding political party

memberships, and mandates government notification

for official travel abroad by those in constitutional

posts.

The policy outlines specific regulations for NGOs and

INGOs, including restrictions on sending reports

abroad without government consent, prohibitions on

influencing Nepal’s laws and policies, and stringent

administrative cost limits. It also sets regulations on

registration, funding sources, and the tenure of

executive positions. The policy draft, which includes

input from national and international stakeholders,

has faced both praise and criticism, notably from

Human Rights Watch and the Nepali NGO community.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Parties reach agreement on

contentious provisions of transitional

justice bill

(lm) On August 1, the three major political parties in

Nepal—Nepali Congress, Communist Party of Nepal

(CPN) (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML), and CPN

(Maoist Centre)—reached an agreement on the

contentious provisions of a bill proposing amendments

to the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and

Reconciliation Commission Act of 2014.
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After weeks of deliberations, a three-party taskforce

resolved issues regarding the definition of serious

human rights violations and extrajudicial killings during

the decade-long armed conflict. However, the

taskforce faces disagreements over whether victims

should have the right to seek judicial remedies if they

refuse reconciliation. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The amendment process for the Enforced

Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation

Commission Act began in response to a 2015 Supreme

Court ruling that declared several sections of the act

unconstitutional, particularly those that provided for

amnesties for serious crimes, such as crimes against

humanity and war crimes. The process of drafting

amendments to align the act with international

standards and Supreme Court directives started in

earnest in March 2023 when the new bill was

presented to parliament – where it had since faced

significant delays.

Speaking against this backdrop, Home Minister

Ramesh Lekhak stated that the latest agreement

includes distinguishing conflict-era killings as

intentional and arbitrary, and mandates victim consent

for reconciliation and pardon. Cases without victim

consent can be taken to court as serious human rights

violations. Additionally, security personnel killed during

the insurgency will be recognized as conflict victims.

The bill is expected to pass soon, given the majority

commanded by the three parties in the federal

parliament. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Conflict victims reject sentence reduction

However, victims of of the decades-long insurgency

have strongly opposed the provision that reduces

sentences by 75 percent for those guilty of serious

human rights violations, arguing that the proposed

special court should have discretion over penalties.

Victims have expressed concerns through meetings

and statements, emphasizing that any amendments

should prioritize their interests and adhere to core

transitional justice principles.

Moreover, former child soldiers have criticized the

omission of their recognition in the bill. They demand

acknowledgment and support, stating that they have

been excluded from Nepal’s peace process since 2006.

The Discharged People’s Liberation Army Nepal

(DPLAN) insists that the bill must recognize them as

former child combatants and provide appropriate

support for their rehabilitation. [The Kathmandu Post

2]
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Nepal: Dharan political parties announce

protest against sharp increase in drinking

water tariff

(lm) Ten political parties in Dharan, a sub-metropolitan

city in eastern Nepal, have announced a series of

protests against the Dharan Water Supply

Management Board's decision to increase the drinking

water tariff. Previously, on July 26, the parties

submitted a letter requesting the Board to withdraw

the decision within 72 hours, which was ignored,

leading to planned protests. The protests will include

interactions with stakeholders, submission of

memorandums at ward offices, and sit-ins.

The tariff increase falls under the jurisdiction of

Dharan sub-metropolis, led by Mayor Harka Sampang

Rai, who had promised to resolve Dharan's drinking

water crisis and spearheaded a campaign that raised

around NPR 40 million (USD 300,000) for a new water

project. Despite these efforts, the parties accuse Mayor

Rai of initiating the price hike under the guise of

managing installation, repair, and maintenance costs.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nepal Oil Corporation slashes

petrol, diesel prices

(lm) Nepal Oil Corporation has reduced the prices of

petrol, diesel, and kerosene effective from midnight on

Wednesday. The price of petrol has been reduced by

NPR 1 (USD 0.0075) per liter, and diesel and kerosene

by NPR 2 (USD 0.015) per liter, based on the tariff from

its sole supplier, Indian Oil Corporation.

Consumers in Kathmandu, Pokhara, and Dipayal will

now pay NPR 170 (USD 1.28) per liter for petrol and

NPR 158 (USD 1.18) per liter for diesel and kerosene. In

Surkhet and Dang, the prices are NPR 169 (USD 1.27)

for petrol and NPR 157 (USD 1.18) for diesel and

kerosene per liter. In Charaali, Biratnagar, Janakpur,

Amlekhgunj, Bhalwari, Nepalgunj, Dhangadhi, and

Birgunj, petrol will cost NPR 167.50 (USD 1.26) per liter

and diesel and kerosene NPR 155.50 (USD 1.17) per

liter.

The prices of cooking gas cylinders and aviation

turbine fuel remain unchanged. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: National Security Advisor Shanker

Das Bairagi resigns

(lm) Nepal’s National Security Advisor Shanker Das

Bairagi has resigned from his position, citing personal

reasons. Bairagi was appointed as the National

Security Advisor in mid-June of the previous year. A

career diplomat, he had previously served as the chief

secretary of Nepal from October 2020. His tenure as

foreign secretary spanned from October 2015 to

October 2020. Additionally, Bairagi held roles as acting

and officiating foreign secretary from February 2014 to

October 2015 and was the Ambassador/Permanent

Representative of Nepal to various international

organizations in Geneva, Vienna, and Rome from

February 2012 to November 2013. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Pakistan: Supreme Court judges question

relief to Imran Khan’s party in reserved

seats verdict

(lm) Two judges of Pakistan's Supreme Court, Justices

Amin Uddin Khan and Naeem Akhtar Afghan, have

expressed dissent regarding the majority verdict in a

case involving reserved parliamentary seats. The case

saw former Prime Minister Imran Khan's party, the

main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),

granted relief by the apex court, a decision the

dissenting judges criticized for ignoring procedural

rules, legal provisions, and the Constitution.

The controversy arose after PTI-backed candidates,

contesting as independents due to intraparty legal

issues, won the most seats in the February 8 national

polls. However, the Election Commission of Pakistan

(ECP) ruled they were not entitled to reserved seats for

women and minorities, which are designated for

political parties. The Supreme Court's majority verdict

on July 12 provided relief to PTI, contradicting the ECP's

decision.

The dissenting judges highlighted that PTI had not

claimed the reserved seats during the proceedings and

was not a recognized party in the legal battles leading

up to the Supreme Court's decision. The government's

ruling coalition, led by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,

has expressed reservations about the court's majority

verdict and is working on legislation to counteract its

implementation in favor of PTI. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan

calls for good relations with army,

proposes ‘conditional’ talks

(ss/lm) Former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan,

currently jailed on charges he claims are fabricated,

has expressed the necessity of maintaining good

relations with the military. He highlighted that it would

be "foolish" not to foster such a relationship given

Pakistan's strategic position and the military's

significant role in the country.

Ahead of the anniversary of his imprisonment, Khan

clarified that his criticisms were directed at individuals

rather than the military as an institution. On July 31, he

proposed "conditional negotiations" with the military,

contingent on holding "clean and transparent"

elections and dropping "bogus" cases against his

supporters.

Khan also addressed accusations against him,

reiterating that he held no grudges against the United

States, which he has previously blamed for his 2022

ouster. The former cricket star, who lost power in a

parliamentary vote of no confidence, also dismissed

the possibility of productive talks with the current

coalition government led by Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif, suggesting it would be more effective to engage

directly with the military, which he believes holds the

real power.

Khan, in jail since last August, faces numerous charges

he claims are politically motivated. Despite his legal

battles, candidates backed by Khan's PTI party

performed well in the recent election. The Human

Rights Commission of Pakistan and a UN panel of

experts have both criticized Khan's detention and the

attempts to ban PTI. [Al Jazeera] [The Japan Times]

Pakistan: Religious party threatens to

expand protests if demands aren’t

accepted

(lm) Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), one of Pakistan’s oldest and

most prominent Islamist political parties, has warned

the government that it will expand its sit-in protest

from Rawalpindi to other major cities if their demands

are not met within two days. Since July 26, hundreds of

JI supporters have been protesting against the rising

cost of living and additional taxes imposed by the

government in the latest budget.
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Led by party chief Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman, JI is

demanding a reduction in power tariffs and a review of

Pakistan’s agreements with independent power

producers (IPPs). Despite two rounds of talks with a

committee formed by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,

no agreement has been reached.

Against this backdrop, party officials warned that if

their demands are not addressed, the party will extend

its protests to Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar, and Quetta

to increase pressure on the government. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Balochistan ethnic rights

protests continue despite ‘deal’ with

government

(ss) Ethnic Baloch rights protests in Pakistan's

southwestern Balochistan province have continued

into their second week despite a recent agreement

with the government.

The Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC) initially gathered

in Gwadar to protest against alleged human rights

abuses, extrajudicial killings, and enforced

disappearances, which they attribute to Pakistani

security forces, claims that the government and

security agencies deny. The protests turned violent,

with the BYC claiming that government forces killed

one protester, injured seven, and arrested hundreds.

The Pakistani military, however, reported that a soldier

was killed and 16 others injured by violent protesters.

Against this backdrop, the government later agreed to

the protesters' demands, which included releasing

detained BYC members, resuming internet and mobile

services, removing highway blockades, and dropping

police cases against the group's leaders. However,

despite the government beginning to act on these

demands, such as releasing over 70 protesters in

Gwadar and directing the police to release other

detained members, the protests have not ceased.

BYC leader Beberg Baloch stated that the protests

would persist until the government fully meets their

demands, questioning why internet services remain

suspended and highways blocked if the agreement

was honored. The protests have caused significant

disruption, including road blockades and internet

shutdowns, particularly in Gwadar, a central hub of the

USD 50 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC).

Balochistan's Chief Minister, Sarfraz Bugti, criticized

the protests, claiming they aimed to disrupt progress

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-pk/


in the province. However, rights groups like Amnesty

International and the Human Rights Commission of

Pakistan condemned the government's response,

calling for an end to the crackdown and the release of

detained protesters.

Experts believe the protests have unsettled Beijing due

to the security threats to its investments in the region.

The location was strategically chosen to highlight

Baloch issues to international stakeholders,

particularly China. [Arab News] [Nikkei Asia] [Al

Jazeera]

Gwadar International Airport all set for Independence Day

opening

Crucially, the ongoing protests come at a critical time,

as the Gwadar International Airport is nearly all set for

its inauguration and operations on August 14,

Pakistan’s Independence Day. Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif is expected to oversee the soft launch of this

pivotal project under CPEC as a representation of a

significant milestone between Pakistan and China

bilateral relations. The airport has been constructed at

an estimated cost of USD 199.12 million. [The Express

Tribune]

Pakistan: Protesters in Pakistan-held

Kashmir mark 5th anniversary of India

stripping region of semi-autonomy

(lm) Protesters in Pakistan-administered Kashmir

marked the fifth anniversary of India’s revocation of

the region’s semi-autonomy with demonstrations and

effigy burnings. The decision, which India made in

2019, has heightened tensions between the two

countries. In Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-held

Kashmir, demonstrators burned effigies of Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Indian flags,

pledging to resist the decree.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar led a protest of about

200 people, while Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

addressed lawmakers via video, expressing hope for

Kashmir's right to self-determination and urging a

resolution through U.N. diplomatic channels.

[Associated Press]

Pakistan: Regional ICT policy group warns

data localization plans could harm IT

sector
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(ht) The Asia Internet Coalition (AIC), a regional ICT

policy group, has raised concerns about Pakistan's

plans for data localization, warning it could harm the IT

sector. Presented at a roundtable hosted by the

Ministry of IT and Telecommunication, the AIC's report

predicts reduced productivity, higher business costs,

and increased unemployment. It also highlights

Pakistan's lack of skilled personnel for data center

operations and heightened cyber attack risks if all

critical data is stored locally.

However, despite the presence of representatives from

AIC, Google, and Meta, the ministry's statement did not

mention the report's findings. Instead, it emphasized

the government's focus on data regulation,

cybersecurity, and achieving a USD 25 billion target for

IT exports. [Dawn News]

Pakistan: Islamabad police arrest Pashtun

rights activist Ali Wazir after road

accident

(lm) Ali Wazir, a prominent Pashtun rights activist and

former lawmaker, was arrested by Islamabad police

following a road accident where his car allegedly hit

and injured a motorcyclist. Wazir's lawyer and aides

claim the arrest was premeditated, with the accident

serving as an excuse. Wazir transported the injured

motorcyclist to a hospital, where he was subsequently

taken into custody by a large police presence.

Wazir was presented before an anti-terrorism court

and remanded in police custody for six days. He faces

multiple charges, including the road accident,

possession of unlicensed weapons and drugs,

obstruction of police duty, and under Section 7 of the

Anti-Terrorism Act, which involves endangering life or

causing grievous harm.

Wazir is a key member of the Pashtun Tahaffuz

Movement (PTM), advocating for Pashtun rights

against alleged military excesses in northwestern

Pakistan. PTM leader Manzoor Pashteen criticized the

arrest, describing the charges as fabricated and

highlighting Wazir's previous release from prison in

February 2023 after spending over two years in

custody on similar accusations. [Arab News]

Pakistan: PIA initiates departmental

action against ex-army chief’s brother

over ‘bogus’ degree
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(lm) Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) has initiated

disciplinary action against Javed Iqbal Bajwa, the

brother of former army chief General Qamar Javed

Bajwa, over allegations of possessing a fake high

school certificate. Javed Bajwa, who serves as PIA's

deputy station manager in Birmingham, has been

given seven days to respond to a show-cause notice

issued on July 30 after his certificate was declared

"bogus" by the Board of Intermediate and Secondary

Education in Lahore. If he fails to validate his

credentials, he could face termination. [Arab News]

This development follows previous scandals, including

the 2020 fake pilot license scandal, which forced the

airline to ground a third of its 434 pilots on suspicion

of holding "dubious" licenses and flying certificates.

This revelation led to serious concerns from

international safety and transport bodies, significantly

damaging PIA's reputation and contributing to its

ongoing financial crises.

Pakistan: Foreign journalist ‘deported’

after attempting to meet jailed ex-

Premier Khan

(lm) Charles Glass, a British-American author and

journalist, was deported from Pakistan after

attempting to meet former Prime Minister Imran Khan

in prison. Glass arrived in Pakistan last week and

sought to meet Khan at Rawalpindi’s central jail, but

was denied access despite a court order permitting the

visit. The reasons for his deportation were not

disclosed by the authorities. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Islamabad sets up anti-rape

crisis cell at hospital

(lm) Pakistan has launched its first anti-rape crisis cell

(ARCC) in Islamabad at the Polyclinic Hospital. This

initiative, supported by UN Women and funded by the

US Embassy’s Office of International Narcotics and Law

Enforcement, aims to combat sexual violence and

provide comprehensive support to survivors. The ARCC

offers medical and psychological support, legal aid,

and counseling services, operating 24/7 with strong

security measures. This follows the establishment of

similar facilities in Karachi and Punjab. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Deputy Prime Minister Dar sees

mineral sector as key to repaying foreign

debts

(lm) Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar

highlighted the significant potential of the country's

mineral sector in generating revenue to reduce

reliance on external loans and aid in repaying foreign

debts. Speaking at a ceremony at the Securities and

Exchange Commission of Pakistan in Islamabad, Dar

noted that Pakistan's tested and certified mineral

reserves are valued at USD 10 trillion. He asserted that

this could significantly counterbalance the country's

foreign debt obligations, which currently stand at USD

130 billion.

Pakistan faces a severe balance of payments crisis and

requires nearly USD 24 billion to meet debt and

interest payments in the next fiscal year, far exceeding

the central bank's current foreign currency reserves of

USD 14.64 billion. To mitigate this, Pakistan recently

secured a USD 7 billion bailout agreement with the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) to continue

economic reforms.

Speaking against this backdrop, Dar emphasized the

need to streamline the gemstone sector to harness its

full economic potential. He pointed out that Pakistan is

rich in natural resources, particularly in regions like

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, and Azad Jammu

and Kashmir. By fully exploiting these resources, Dar

believes Pakistan can achieve sustainable economic

growth and potentially join the G-20 group of major

economies.

Earlier this year, Pakistani exporters and traders called

for modernizing the gemstone and jewelry sector to

boost exports. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has also

urged the development of this sector, highlighting its

significance for the country's economy. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Final auction for national air

carrier to be held in October

(lm) Pakistan's government plans to hold a final

auction for the state-owned Pakistan International

Airlines (PIA) in the first week of October, resolving all

related issues, including outstanding commercial

loans, beforehand. This privatization is part of the

economic reforms recommended by the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) for a new USD 7 billion loan

program. Six companies have pre-qualified to bid for

over 51 percent of PIA's stake.
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The central bank's recent refusal to grant waivers for

PIA's commercial bank loans of PKR 268 billion (USD

971.1 million) is seen as a setback, but the government

is working to resolve these issues. The auction was

delayed from its initial August 14 date to allow bidders

to access the latest financial details and clarify the

status of PIA's flights to Europe, which are currently

banned.

PIA is among 88 state-owned enterprises that

collectively lost PKR 730.258 billion (USD 2.61 billion) in

the fiscal year 2022. The government aims to privatize

24 state-owned enterprises by 2029, including PIA, to

eliminate annual losses. PIA's cumulative losses have

exceeded PKR 800 billion (USD 2.86 billion), with its

total asset valuation around PKR 160 billion (USD 572

million). [Arab News]

Pakistan: State media report ‘remarkable

surge’ in exports during FY24 while

imports declined

(lm) Pakistan's merchandise exports increased by

10.54 percent to USD 30.64 billion in the fiscal year

2023-24, while imports fell by 0.84 percent to USD

54.73 billion, according to state broadcaster Radio

Pakistan. The increase in exports is attributed to the

efforts of the Special Investment Facilitation Council

(SIFC), which was established to attract foreign

investment and enhance trade.

Key initiatives included new markets for meat exports

in Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, and Uzbekistan, leading to a

37 percent rise in agro-exports from USD 5.8 billion to

USD 8 billion. The report emphasized the increasing

prominence of Pakistani products globally and the

effectiveness of the SIFC in driving economic growth

and stability. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government reiterates

commitment to supporting Gilgit

Baltistan’s overall development

(ht) Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb

has reaffirmed the government's commitment to

supporting the development of Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), an

administrative territory situated in the country’s north,

to foster overall economic growth. In a meeting held in

Islamabad, attended by various officials including

Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan Amir

Muqam, GB Finance Minister Muhammad Ismail, and
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other key stakeholders, several developmental issues

were discussed.

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary Gilgit-Baltistan,

Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani, highlighted challenges such

as insufficient funding and delays in Public Sector

Development Program (PSDP) projects, which have led

to employee-related and other liabilities. He proposed

several initiatives, including solar power projects to

meet the region's energy needs, digitization of land

records, and airport expansions to boost tourism.

Finance Minister Aurangzeb appreciated the proposals,

stressing the need for administrative and fiscal

reforms to benefit the local population and enhance

tourism, thereby contributing to the region's economic

development. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan: Human rights ministry launches

‘Awaz’ mobile app to report missing

children, rights violations

(lm) Pakistan's human rights ministry has launched the

"Awaz" mobile application to report missing children

and human rights violations, aiming to provide a "quick

and coordinated response" from authorities and

organizations. The app's introduction comes in

response to significant concerns over child kidnapping

and abuse, with 1,833 child abduction cases reported

in 2023, including 105 cases involving sexual abuse

after abduction.

The app allows users to report various human rights

violations, such as restrictions on freedom of speech,

extrajudicial killings, and torture, which affect

marginalized communities, activists, and journalists in

Pakistan. This initiative follows the 2020 Zainab Alert,

Recovery and Response Bill, which mandates the

investigation of child abduction, rape, and murder

cases within three months. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Punjab province reports its first

polio case of 2024, taking national tally to

12

(lm) Pakistan’s Punjab province has reported its first

polio case of 2024, bringing the national total to 12

cases this year. The latest case was confirmed in the

Chakwal district, where a six-year-old boy was infected.

Earlier, nine cases were reported from Balochistan and

two from Sindh.
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Pakistan’s National Coordinator for Polio announced

that the government plans to launch three anti-polio

campaigns in September, October, and December.

These efforts will be coordinated with Afghanistan to

maximize effectiveness, aiming to vaccinate 96 percent

of children by the end of 2024.

Polio, a highly infectious disease affecting children

under five, can cause paralysis or death. Despite

vaccination being the most effective protection, efforts

in Pakistan have faced challenges due to widespread

mistrust, especially in conservative tribal areas.

Historical incidents, such as the 2012 Taliban-imposed

ban on immunization and the 2011 raid to capture

Osama bin Laden involving a fake vaccination

campaign, have fueled these fears. Consequently, polio

workers and security personnel have frequently been

targeted by militants, resulting in numerous deaths

over the years. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Militant attack on judges in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa claims lives of two

policemen

(ht) On August 2, two policemen were killed in an

attack on a convoy of local judges in northwestern

Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province,

specifically at the junction of Tank and Dera Ismail

Khan districts. The militant group Tehreek-e-Taliban

Pakistan (TTP), known for numerous deadly attacks

since a truce collapsed in November 2022, is suspected

of being behind the attack.

This incident is part of a series of militant attacks

targeting security forces and law enforcement

personnel in the region. Earlier incidents include the

abduction of Judge Shakirullah Marwat in April and

recent attacks in the Khyber district, Bannu, and Dera

Ismail Khan.

The surge in militant violence in KP has been attributed

to the Taliban administration in Afghanistan, which

Pakistan accuses of facilitating the TTP. However, the

Afghan government denies these allegations, stating

that Pakistan's security issues are a domestic matter.

[Daily Pakistan]

Sri Lanka: Support for presidential

candidates
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(sa) In Sri Lanka, President Ranil Wickremesinghe is

garnering notable support for the upcoming

presidential election on September 21. Recently,

Education Minister Susil Premajayantha announced

that over 115 parliamentarians have offered their

support to the President. Despite internal conflicts

within the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), MP

S.M. Chandrasena has publicly supported him, though

SLPP MP Johnston Fernando disputes that all 92 MPs

have pledged support. Similarly, Prime Minister Dinesh

Gunawardena and his party, Mahajana Eksath

Peramuna (MEP), also known as the People’s United

Front, have stated their unwavering support for

President Wickremesinghe. [Colombo Gazette 1] [Daily

Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Additionally, the Central Committee of the Sri Lanka

Freedom Party (SLFP), a centre-left party, has shown its

support for Wickremesinghe. However, MP Dayasiri

Jayasekara, who claims to be the SLFP’s legitimate

General Secretary, has condemned this support as

unauthorized. [Daily Mirror 4]

State Minister Piyal Nishanatha reported that over 70

SLPP MPs have backed Wickremesinghe, with more

expected to join soon. He criticized the SLPP

politburo’s decision against supporting the President,

labeling it as a conspiracy by a few individuals and

suggesting that the decision could still be reversed.

[Daily Mirror 5]

Following recent developments on August 1, SLPP

leader Mahina Rajapaksa will stick to the decision

taken by the party to pick an SLPP candidate to contest

the Presidential election. [Colombo Gazette 2]

Sajith Premadasa runs for elections

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and the faction of

the United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) led by

Dayasiri Jayasekara, both center-left parties, have

endorsed Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa in the

upcoming presidential election. Historically, the SLFP

has combined progressive social policies with

conservative elements, while the UPFA focused on

social welfare and infrastructure.

Sajith Premadasa represents a more progressive and

reform-oriented platform, which is more liberal

compared to the traditional center-left stance of the

SLFP and UPFA. Their support for Premadasa reflects a

shift towards a broader spectrum of progressive

reforms and a modern political agenda. [Daily Mirror 6]

Dilith Jayaweera presidential candidate of Sarvajana

Balaya
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The Sarvajana Balaya, a political movement that

includes several political parties such as the Mawbima

Janatha Party (MJP), Jathika Nidahas Peramuna (JNP),

Pivithuru Hela Urumaya (PHU), the Democratic Left

Front, the Communist Party, the Independent MP’s

Forum and several intellectual groups announced

Dilith Jayaweera as the chosen presidential candidate

in Colombo on August 4, 2024. [Colombo Gazette 3]

Political maneuvering ahead of presidential election

As the presidential election approaches, candidates

like President Ranil Wickremesinghe and Sajith

Premadasa of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) are

intensifying efforts to secure support, particularly from

minority communities. Wickremesinghe, having

declared his candidacy, has gained the backing of the

Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP) led by Prime

Minister Dinesh Gunawardena, a notable boost after

the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) distanced

itself from him. He is also negotiating with Ilankai Tamil

Arasu Katchchi (ITAK) MP M.A. Sumanthiran on

electoral agreements and the 13th Amendment,

though ITAK is split between supporting mainstream

candidates and fielding a Tamil candidate.

Meanwhile, Tamil parties like the Eelam People’s

Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF), People’s

Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE), and

Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization (TELO) are

considering a joint Tamil candidate. The Sri Lanka

Muslim Congress (SLMC) is aligned with the SJB but has

not yet made a formal announcement, while the All

Ceylon Makkal Congress (ACMC) is expected to decide

soon. Sajith Premadasa is also in talks with MP Dr.

Rajitha Senaratne, who was rumored to be crossing

over. [Daily Mirror 7]

NPP Leader Anura Kumara rejects forming alliances

In recent developments, Anura Kumara Dissanayake,

the leader of the Marxist-leaning Janatha Vimukthi

Peramuna (JVP), also known as the People's Liberation

Front and the leader of the National People's Power

(NPP), a Left-Wing political alliance, stated that several

Parliamentarians who plan to join an alliance with the

Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) on August 8, had

previously sought to join the NPP.

However, their requests were denied due to their

dubious political history. Dissanayake emphasized that

the NPP will not associate with MPs who have

contributed to the country’s destruction or supported

poor decisions. [Daily Mirror 8]

Sri Lankan officials' assets publicly disclosed
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Following, the upcoming Presidential election, assets of

President Ranil Wickremesinghe and other Sri Lankan

officials have been disclosed online. However, it should

be noted that many details have been redacted.

Sri Lanka: Intelligence services warn

government of NPP’s overseas and retired

military influence

(sa) In Sri Lanka, state intelligence services have

warned the government that overseas Sri Lankans and

the Retired Tri-Forces Forum of the National People's

Power (NPP) – a coalition of several left-leaning and

progressive political parties and organizations – have

significantly influenced the NPP's recent victory,

according to NPP leader Anura Kumara Dissanayake.

Speaking at a convention of the NPP's tri-forces forum

in Colombo, Dissanayake mentioned that the

intelligence report urged the government to

investigate these factors. The report highlighted that

the involvement of overseas Sri Lankans and the

organization of retired military personnel have played

crucial roles in securing the NPP's success. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Election Commision clarifies

voting procedures for upcoming

presidential election

(sa) Sri Lanka’s Election Commission (EC) has issued a

clear statement regarding voting procedures for the

upcoming presidential election, refuting earlier media

reports suggesting that voters could cast their ballots

at any polling station. The EC confirmed that voters

must vote at their assigned polling stations as

indicated in the Electoral Register.

This clarification comes after an earlier statement from

the EC, which referenced a new gazette notification

allowing a special procedure for voters who may not

be able to vote at their designated polling stations due

to safety concerns. According to Section 119B of the

Presidential Elections Act, voters who fear they may be

unable to vote at their assigned polling station can

request to vote at an alternative location. The

application process for this change, which required

obtaining forms from District Returning Officer's

offices or District Election Offices, ended on August 1.

[Daily Mirror 1]
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Election Commission receives complaints on law violations

amid controversies

In related developments, the EC has been receiving

numerous complaints regarding violations of election

laws, highlighting concerns about the misuse of state

power. The People’s Action for Free and Fair Elections

(PAFFREL) has reported over 45 complaints related to

these violations, emphasizing the need for strict

adherence to electoral regulations. [Daily Mirror 2]

Notably, the EC has banned the ‘Urumaya’ land

distribution program, which is associated with

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, ahead of the

presidential election. This program, along with

allegations from the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)

that President Wickremesinghe has issued numerous

liquor and gun licenses to Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP) MPs, has drawn significant criticism.

SLFP General Secretary Dayasiri Jayasekara has

condemned these actions, stating they undermine the

integrity of the electoral process.

Additionally, Jayasekara alleged that the government

has distributed over LKR 30 million (USD 99,000) per

house to MPs whose homes were vandalized. These

issues have been seen to undermine the electoral

process, as these practices can lead to legal

repercussions. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Rising Costs Drive Concern Over Ballot Paper Length

Meanwhile, the cost of security paper for ballot

printing has quadrupled since 2019, now at USD 7,500

per kilogram. Last election's 36 candidates led to a 27-

inch ballot. Reducing candidates could lower costs by

shortening the ballot. The EC highlighted that while

running for office is a constitutional right, candidates

should be mindful of cost implications. Longer ballots

are more expensive and may confuse voters. [Daily

Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Election Commissions gets

involved in IGP crisis

(sa/lm) The Election Commission has summoned

Secretary to the Ministry of Public Security Viyani

Gunathilaka and Senior Deputy Inspector of Police

(SDIG) Asanga Karavita to address issues regarding the

Inspector General of Police (IGP). Election Commission

Chairman R.M.A.L. Rathnayake revealed that the

Commission requested President Ranil

Wickremesinghe to resolve the IGP matter, and the
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President’s Secretary directed Gunathilaka to

investigate. [Daily Mirror 1]

This action follows the Supreme Court's interim order

barring Deshabandu Tennakoon from serving as IGP

pending the resolution of nine Fundamental Rights

petitions against his appointment. These petitions,

filed by various parties including victims of the 2019

Easter Sunday attacks, accuse Tennakoon of

misconduct related to the attacks and the 2022 anti-

government protests. The court also directed President

Wickremesinghe to appoint an Acting IGP. [AiR No. 31,

July/2024, 5]

The ruling has created a dilemma for Sri Lanka Police,

as Senior DIG Nilantha Jayawardena, the second in

command, has also been placed on compulsory leave

pending a disciplinary inquiry related to the Easter

Sunday attacks. Consequently, the Police Department

is operating under temporary orders and may face

operational challenges if an acting IGP is not appointed

soon.

However, the issue remains unresolved as Speaker

Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena and Chief Justice Jayantha

Jayasuriya have yet to meet as suggested by President

Wickremesinghe. Despite the President's

announcement on July 27 that the matter should be

settled within a week to ensure the election on

September 21 proceeds as planned, the meeting has

not occurred. President Wickremesinghe indicated that

Speaker Abeywardena was ready to meet the Chief

Justice and had informed Attorney General K. Parinda

Ranasinghe. [Sunday Island]

In the meantime, the National Police Commission has

appointed Senior DIG Lalith Pathinayake to oversee

the administrative duties of the Sri Lanka Police while

the court case against Senior DIG Nilantha

Jawawardena and Deshabandu Tennakoon are

underway. [Daily Mirror 2]

Against this backdrop, a group of Buddhist monks held

a march in Colombo last week calling for the

reinstatement of Deshabandu Tennakoon as IGP. After

performing religious observances, the group argued

that the Supreme Court should have allowed

Tennakoon to complete his tenure, highlighting the

challenges faced in his efforts to combat drug and

underworld activities. [Newswire]

Sri Lanka: Court issues notice in alleged

plot to assassinate former CID chief
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(lm) The Supreme Court has scheduled a hearing for

August 9 to consider a petition filed by Shani

Abeysekera, former Director of the Criminal

Investigation Department (CID), who seeks adequate

protection due to a reported threat to his life. Notices

have been issued to the respondents, including former

IGP Deshabandu Tennakoon and Defence Secretary

Kamal Gunaratne, to appear in court on that date.

During the court proceedings, President’s Counsel

Upul Jayasuriya, representing Abeysekera, presented

information about a conspiracy to assassinate his

client through a staged car accident. Jayasuriya argued

that the current security measures for Abeysekera are

insufficient and requested an order for enhanced

protection. [adaderana]

Abeysekera has a controversial background that might

explain his fears for his life. He has been targeted for

his role in investigating the 2019 Easter Sunday attacks

and other sensitive cases. Following the change in

government, he faced numerous challenges, including

his arrest in 2020 on charges of fabricating evidence in

a high-profile case, which many viewed as politically

motivated.

Sri Lanka: State Minister's private

secretary arrested over USD 4,950 bribe

(sa) A private secretary to State Minister of Trade and

Environment S. Viyalendiran and a political activist

have been arrested on allegations of soliciting a bribe

of LKR 1.5 million (approximately USD 4,950), following

a complaint filed by a businessman from the

Polonnaruwa area. The bribe was allegedly solicited to

facilitate the issuing of a permit from the Geological

Survey and Mines Bureau. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court suspends

lawyer for five years due to professional

misconduct

(sa) The Supreme Court has suspended Attorney-at-

Law P. K. Palaketiya from practicing for five years due

to professional misconduct while serving as defense

council in a care before the Polonnaruwa High Court.

The lawyer was found to have instructed a prosecution

witness to expedite the case through improper

methods. The suspension was issued for breaching

Supreme Court rules on conduct and etiquette for

attorneys, as well as committing malpractice under the
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Judicature Act, rendering Palaketiya unfit to remain an

attorney. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court suspends

controversial e-visa scheme run by

consortium

(lm/sa) The Sri Lankan Supreme Court has suspended

the country's new electronic visa scheme, which was

operated by a consortium, following allegations of

corruption and controversies. The e-visa scheme,

which began in April, faced significant backlash,

including from opposition leaders like Sajith

Premadasa, who claimed it involved over a billion

dollars in corruption.

The court's interim order requires the suspension of

the new system and the restoration of the previous

electronic travel authentication portal operated by

Mobitel, a Sri Lankan telecommunications company.

The suspension will remain in place until the court

resolves the petition.

Despite the suspension, the Department of

Immigration continues to issue physical visas on arrival

for eligible tourists. The new visa system had doubled

the cost of visas from USD 50 to USD 100, including

nearly USD 25 in facilitation fees, compared to the

previous system where Mobitel charged only USD 1.

The number of tourists visiting Sri Lanka dropped

significantly in the months following the

implementation of the new system. [ThePrint]

Passport issuance to be halted after October with

transition to e-passport system

Meanwhile, the issuance of passports in Sri Lanka is

expected to face significant delays after October due to

issues with transitioning to the new e-passport system.

Although the system is slated to launch on January 1,

2025, there are concerns that this timeline may slip

further. The Department of Immigration has not

started procuring new passports under the current

system and has only printed a limited number of

books, which could lead to a shortage.

Currently, only 300 passports are issued daily, and the

department is experiencing problems with its online

appointment system. As a result, many people are

queuing at the department all day, leading to

disruptions and frustration. [Daily Mirror 1]

Public Security Minister Tiran Alles stated that passport

issuance will be restricted over the next two months as

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-al/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-ay/


the department prepares for the e-passport rollout. He

acknowledged the technical and logistical challenges

and confirmed that passports will continue to be

issued to those with urgent travel needs. If the e-

passport system is not operational by mid-October, the

department will maintain normal passport issuance.

[Daily Mirror 2]

Court Order on Visa System Overhaul

Following the recent developments, a court order was

issued following several Fundamental Rights petitions,

including those filed by MPs M.A. Sumanthiran and

Rauf Hakeem. These petitions, supported by

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL), challenge

procedural violations and lack of transparency in the

visa application process for Sri Lanka, particularly

concerning the Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA)

system. The ETA system is managed by private entities

like VFS Global, which handles visa processing for

various countries.

The petitioners argue that the involvement of these

private entities has led to breaches of citizens' rights to

equality and information under Articles 12(1) and 14A

of the Constitution. Respondents in the case include

the Minister of Public Security, the Controller General

of Immigration, the Sri Lanka Tourism Development

Authority, and the private firms involved in the ETA

system, such as VFS Global, which is responsible for

managing visa applications and processing for many

countries, including Sri Lanka. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Truth, Peace, and

Reconciliation amendment bill to be

gazetted, tabled Parliament

(sa) A bill that seeks to amend the Truth, Peace, and

Reconciliation Commission (TPRC) Act in Sri Lanka is

set to be published in the government gazette and

subsequently presented to Parliament. This decision

follows the Cabinet's approval of a joint proposal by

President Ranil Wickremesinghe and the Ministers of

Justice and Foreign Affairs. The bill, which has received

the Attorney General's approval, incorporates

feedback from interested parties and aims to address

various concerns.

The original TPRC Act was established to address

issues from Sri Lanka's prolonged civil conflict. It aimed

to investigate and report on human rights violations,

recommend reparations, promote reconciliation, and

submit findings to the President and Parliament. The

bill expands the Commission's mandate to include a
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broader range of human rights violations and systemic

issues. It emphasizes a victim-centered approach,

comprehensive reparations, and support services. The

bill includes recommendations for strengthening

judicial and legal institutions, ensuring greater public

participation, and setting clear timelines for

investigations and implementation of

recommendations. Enhanced legal safeguards are also

included to protect witnesses and participants in the

reconciliation process. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Surge in forged document

interceptions at Bandaranaike

International Airport

(sa) In the past five years, the number of intercepted

forged documents at Bandaranaike International

Airport (BIA) has surged significantly, with 181 such

documents caught in 2023 alone, according to the

Immigration and Emigration Department.

The 2023 Annual Report of the Border Enforcement

Unit, released yesterday at Waters Edge in

Battaramulla, reveals a rise from 62 cases in 2022. The

report details 110 counterfeit documents, 25 biodata

page substitutions, 13 impersonations, 11 face

substitutions, 11 fraudulently obtained passports, 4

fantasy documents, 4 altered documents, 2 counterfeit

Sri Lankan affidavits, 1 stolen Sri Lankan affidavit, and

1 stolen blank document.

The unit will continue to gather and share information

on individuals involved in transnational organized

crime and human trafficking with law enforcement

agencies. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court dismisses

contempt petition against former MP

Diana Gamage

(sa) A contempt of court petition against former MP

Diana Gamage has been dismissed by the Supreme

Court. The petition was filed in May by Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB) member Rehan Jayawickreme,

following Gamage's public refusal to accept the court's

verdict on her citizenship. The Supreme Court had

earlier ruled that Gamage was not legally qualified to

hold a parliamentary seat, leading to her being

stripped of her position. Despite the ruling, Gamage

publicly stated her disagreement with the judgement.

[Colombo Gazette]
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Cambodia: Rise in international tourist

arrivals boosts economy

(to) On August 1, the National Bank of Cambodia

announced that Cambodia’s tourism sector generated

approximately USD 1.7 billion USD in the first half of

2024, thanks to a 7 percent increase in international

tourist arrivals compared to the same period last year.

According to the National Bank of Cambodia, around

3.1 million foreign tourists visited the country,

indicating a strong recovery from the COVID-19

pandemic. Factors contributing to this growth include

increased international flight connectivity and

Cambodia’s rising popularity as a tourist destination.

The government, in collaboration with the private

sector, continues to promote the country’s tourism

potential to attract more visitors​. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Opening of Funan Techo Canal

project

(to) On August 5, the ceremony for the Funan Techo

Canal, a 180-kilometer infrastructure mega-project

took place. This marked a significant step towards

transforming Cambodia’s economic landscape. The

USD 1.7 billion USD project aims to link Phnom Penh

with the Gulf of Thailand, enhancing trade, regional

connectivity, and creating substantial revenue for the

Cambodian government. [Khmer Times]
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In an address to the nation, Prime Minister Hun Manet

emphasized that suspicions and doubts about the

project had caused national divisions. He reassured

citizens that the canal, funded 51 percent by

Cambodian companies and 49 percent by a Chinese

BOT firm, would not compromise sovereignty but

rather strengthen national independence and

economic sovereignty.

The canal is expected to create 50,000 jobs and reduce

Cambodia’s reliance on neighboring ports, boosting its

competitiveness in global trade. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Interior minister recommends

strengthening tri-border management

(to) On August 1, Interior Minister Sar Sokha has urged

provincial administrations to enhance the

management of Cambodia’s borders with Vietnam,

Laos, and Thailand to combat human trafficking, drugs,

and explosives.

Speaking at the launch of the 4th National Strategic

Plan on Combating Human Trafficking (2024-2028) at

the Ministry of Interior, Sokha emphasized the need

for continued good relations and information

exchange among the bordering nations.

He highlighted the Cambodia-Laos border, particularly

Stung Treng province, as a critical area prone to these

issues and called for collaborative efforts among

relevant institutions to protect future generations​.

[Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Public works ministry not yet

in talks with Prabowo team on 3 million

house plan

(si) On July 31, Indonesia's Ministry of Public Works and

Public Housing (PUPR) stated that there had been no

communication yet with President-elect Prabowo

Subianto's team regarding the proposed plan to build

three million free houses, which Prabowo had

promised during his campaign. Endra noted that he

was only aware of the program through media reports

and believed the goal of building 3 million houses

within five years to be realistic.

Prabowo and his vice president-elect, Gibran

Rakabuming Raka, are set to be inaugurated in

October for the 2024-2029 term. During a presidential
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debate on February 4, Prabowo committed to

constructing 3 million houses, divided equally among

rural, coastal, and urban areas.

PUPR Minister Basuki Hadimuljono commented that

while a similar program under President Jokowi had

focused on building one million houses, Prabowo's

proposed three million house initiative had yet to be

discussed in detail, including budget considerations.

Basuki mentioned that the cost of one house in such a

program would be around IDR 144 million (USD 9000).

[Tempo]

Indonesia: Prabowo and Gibran agree on

macroeconomic factors for 2025 state

budget

(si) Finance Minister Sri Mulyani announced that

President-elect Prabowo Subianto and Vice President-

elect Gibran Rakabuming Raka have agreed on various

macroeconomic factors that will influence the 2025

Fiscal Year State Budget.

Speaking after a meeting led by President Joko Widodo

(Jokowi) in Jakarta on August 5, Mulyani stated that the

current administration, including President Jokowi and

Vice President Ma'ruf Amin, has started drafting the

2025 budget with these macroeconomic assumptions.

The agreed-upon assumptions, which include

economic growth, inflation, interest rates, the rupiah

exchange rate, oil prices, and oil and gas production,

will shape the budget. Mulyani highlighted that the

government transition has been smooth, with ongoing

intense communication between President Jokowi and

President-elect Prabowo. She also mentioned that

detailed programs are being incorporated into the

financial notes, with final instructions from both the

outgoing and incoming administrations being prepared

for the budget draft. [Antara]

Indonesia: Disaster mitigation agency

develops early warning system for

Nusantara

(si) The National Disaster Mitigation Agency (BNPB) is

developing an early warning system for Indonesia's

new capital, Nusantara, to enhance disaster prevention

and mitigation efforts. As stated by agency head

Suharyanto in Balikpapan, East Kalimantan, a study is

being conducted to determine the most suitable
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system for the area, which spans Penajam Paser Utara

and Kutai Kartanegara Districts.

While East Kalimantan generally experiences fewer

wildfires than other provinces, the region remains at

risk for hydrometeorological hazards, including

flooding and landslides, and is also susceptible to

earthquakes despite the absence of volcanic activity.

To bolster disaster management, BNPB plans to

establish a headquarters in Nusantara. Since July 15,

BNPB has been carrying out cloud seeding operations

to mitigate intense rainfall, wildfires, and droughts,

especially in the Nusantara buffer zones, utilizing a

CASA aircraft for 119 sorties. From January to July 2024,

the agency recorded 9,148 hotspots, mainly in Kutai

Timur and Kutai Kartanegara Districts. [Antara]

Laos:  Citizens’ registration to be digitized

(dql) Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone has

directed ministries and provincial authorities to

streamline citizen registration by transitioning to a

digital system.

He urged the Ministry of Home Affairs to collaborate

with the Ministry of Public Security to implement the

digital process in compliance with existing legislation.

This transition aims to support the government's goals

of crime prevention and maintaining law and order.

He also instructed the Ministry of Public Security to

refine legislation, train personnel, develop software,

and prepare for the digitalized registration system.

Additionally, he called for monitoring progress and

providing assistance to involved sectors at both central

and provincial levels. [Vietnam Plus]

Laos: Trade deficit for sixth consecutive

month recorded

(dql) In June, Laos recorded a trade deficit of USD 133

million, marking the sixth consecutive month of trade

deficits this year. The Trade Information Center (LTP)

reported that the total value of imports and exports

stood at USD 1.227 billion, a 10 percent increase from

May.

Despite a 13 percent increase in exports compared to

May, imports (USD 680 million) significantly outpaced

exports (USD 547 million).
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Laos' primary exports included curry salt, mixed gold,

paper, rubber, gold ore, wood pulp, sugar, cassava

flour, bananas, and potatoes. These exports were

mainly destined for China (USD 199 million), Vietnam,

Thailand, the United States, and Switzerland.

The import value of goods increased by 7 percent

compared to May, with primary imports being diesel oil

(USD 88 million), land vehicles (excluding motorcycles

and tractors), mechanical equipment, electrical

equipment, steel and steel products, finished chemical

products, plastic appliances, special gasoline, car spare

parts, and aluminum products.

The main sources of these imports were China,

Thailand, Vietnam, the United States, and Japan.

[Laotian Times]

Malaysia: UMNO decides to sue defector

(dql) The Supreme Council of UMNO (United Malays

National Organisation) has decided to take legal action

against Rembia state assemblyman Jailani Khamis for

defecting to the Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS) in June

last year.

Party Secretary-General Asyraf Wajdi Dusuki

announced that Umno will sue Jailani for MYR 100

million (USD 22.4 million), as stipulated in an

agreement signed by Jailani.

The decision was made during a Supreme Council

meeting on July 31. [The Star]

Malaysia: Speculation over reshuffle in

police leadership rises

(dql) Speculation is growing about a major reshuffle

within the police. Several senior officers, including

Deputy Inspector-General of Police Ayob Khan Mydin

Pitchay and Criminal Investigation Department

Director Mohd Shuhaily Mohd Zain are believed to be

transferred.

A police source indicated that Ayob might head

another agency under the Home Ministry, such as the

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) or

the Malaysian Border Control and Protection Agency

(MCBA). Ayob has not commented on the speculation.

The reshuffle is reportedly an internal plan by the

federal police and does not involve the Home Ministry.

Mohd Shuhaily is expected to become the next
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director-general of the National Anti-Drugs Agency

(Nada).

The top positions at MMEA and Nada have been vacant

since April, following the retirement of MMEA’s

director-general, Hamid Mohd Amin, and the transfer

of Nada’s director-general, Sutekno Ahmad Belon, to

the Human Resources Ministry. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Chip design hub set up

(dql) Malaysia has established a chip design hub in

Selangor to enhance its semiconductor industry and

attract foreign investments. The Malaysia

Semiconductor Accelerator and IC Design Park, located

in Puchong, aims to advance the nation's chip design

capabilities, moving beyond traditional testing and

packing activities.

Economy Minister Rafizi Ramli highlighted the growing

demand for semiconductors driven by data centers

and emphasized the goal of using locally designed

chips. Partners in the hub include Cadence Design

Systems and Arm Holdings.

Malaysia, already hosting chip packaging facilities for

companies like Intel, GlobalFoundries, and Infineon

Technologies, is a key player in the global supply chain.

The country has also attracted Chinese chip firms

seeking better access to foreign capital and

technologies.

In early 2024, Malaysia committed RM25 billion to

support its semiconductor industry, aiming to

strengthen its role amid US-China supply chain

tensions. The industry aspires to double its exports to

RM1.2 trillion by 2030, solidifying Malaysia's position as

the world's sixth-largest chip exporter. [The Straits

Times]

Malaysia: Anti-scammer data breach alert

system launched

(dql) Malaysia has introduced a data breach

notification system to report and mitigate data leaks

promptly, aiming to protect citizens from scams,

according to Deputy Communications Minister Teo Nie

Ching. Data users must submit notifications for

incidents like hacking threats, enabling immediate

analysis and mitigation measures to prevent further

leaks and control impacts.
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Teo emphasized the government's commitment to

maintaining public trust in data management and

mentioned efforts by law enforcement, regulatory

bodies, and other organizations to raise public

awareness, implement stricter regulations, and

enhance enforcement to protect against scams. [Malay

Mail]

Myanmar: Junta administration extends

the state of emergency

(tl) Myanmar's junta head Min Aung Hlaing, has

extended the state of emergency for another six

months after taking over as acting president less than

two weeks ago. The coup leader Min Aung Hlaing, age-

68, replaced pro-military acting president U Myint Swe,

73, after he reportedly took medical leave and was

unable to perform daily activities (see AiR No. 31,

July/2024, 5).

The junta stated that the regime needed more time to

bring stability and security to the country and

continued violence was impeding the return of

democratic elections and that a national census was

required to guarantee accurate voter lists for the

election.

During a National Defense and Security Council (NDSC)

meeting last week, junta head Min Aung Hlaing

reiterated his regime's goal to provide stability and

security to warring zones, that elections would take

place first in safe areas before holding a national

election. He made it clear that his troops will restore

peace and security to regions where ethnic armies and

resistance force had just defeated them.

The junta's loss of territory in northern Shan State and

Rakhine State and ongoing unrest in many parts of the

country have forced the regime to hold the election in

stages. At NDSC meeting in January 2023 last year, Min

Aung Hlaing stated that his regime had complete

control over only 198 of 330 townships and needed to

improve security in 132 townships. Allied anti-regime

groups continued their attacks on junta positions in

northern Shan State, seizing almost total control of

Lashio. Observers doubt the regime's capacity to

conduct a population census or conduct a nationwide

poll.

The junta has extended emergency rules six times,

each time citing the need to restore peace and stability

so that the fresh election he promised after the coup

could be held. Since the coup, Myanmar military has

killed at least 5,464 citizens and detained over 27,000
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more, according to the Assistance Association for

Political Prisoners. [The Irrawaddy1 ][Reuters][The

Irrawaddy2] 

Myanmar: Junta regime’s price crackdown

arrests more local business owners

(tl) In Myanmar, more distributors of rice and cooking

oil were detained by authorities in Yangon as the

regime's ongoing crackdown on suspected price

gouging and market manipulation. Two business

owners at a Wartan rice center in Yangon were

arrested last weekend for allegedly selling subsidized

cooking oil above the regime's set prices.

According to the Yangon Region administration office,

the two wholesalers who were arrested received a

monthly quota of about 195 barrels of subsidized

cooking oil each. “They were required to sell it to

retailers at 5,400 kyat per viss (1.84 liters). However,

they sold the subsidized cooking oil to a retailer for

6,500 kyats per viss. They also allegedly bought

subsidized cooking oil from other wholesalers at 5,800

kyat per viss and resold it to retailers at prices above

the rate set by the regime” official said.

The commerce ministry has initiated legal proceedings

against the two wholesalers for allegedly violating the

Essential Supplies and Services Law. The Commerce

Ministry’s Supervisory Committee on Import, Storage

and Distribution of Edible Oil sets reference prices for

subsidized cooking oil based on proximity to Yangon,

and selling subsidized cooking oil at prices above the

reference rate violates the Essential Supplies and

Services Law. The military council has set price caps for

rice, which change based on the type of rice. In order

to avoid losing money, several merchants blend

premium and low-quality rice since they claim they

lose money if they sell at the regime's prices.

Economist Romain Caillaud warned that the junta’s

“coercive and controlling approach to the economy

does not bode well for Myanmar’s mid- to long-term

economic prospects.” He said the junta’s crackdowns

have “backfired,” motivating businesses to either stop

or hide their activities, leading to heightened scarcity

and soaring prices. [The Irrawaddy][Bangkok Post]

Myanmar: Military administration pushes

national census to facilitate election
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(tl) Myanmar’s junta has started putting up billboards

and distributing awareness booklets in the cities and

villages that is under their controls for a nationwide

census. The Junta declared that it would install

awareness billboards in several locations from June 12

to June 21, including Yangon, Mandalay, Ayeyarwady,

Bago, Magway, and Tanintharyi, as well as Shan and

Mon states and the capital Naypyidaw. However, there

are fewer than 5 townships in Mandalay Region, 2 each

in Magway Region and Mon State, and only 1 township

each in Tanintharyi and Bago regions are under Junta

control.

In areas where the Junta has already lost control and

faces strong resistance, such as the Sagaing Region,

Kachin, Chin, Rakhine, Karenni, Shan (north), and

Karen states, the Junta has not yet initiated effective

efforts to conduct a population census. In Ye, the sole

township under martial law declared by the Junta in

Mon State, there has been no notable effort by the

Junta in preparing for the population census.

The military leader declared that he intended to hold a

population census in advance of the general election

that will take place the following year. Political analyst

U Than Soe Naing said “The Junta may be able to move

forward with census awareness campaigns in about

200 townships, but major obstacles would need to be

overcome. The military junta has declared a

nationwide population census will be carried out to

facilitate the election. [Burma News International]

[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Nationwide fuel shortage

(tl) Myanmar is experiencing fuel shortages in cities like

Yangon and Mandalay, with residents experiencing

long lines and difficulty in purchasing fuel. The

situation has been reported by residents in Yangon,

where they have been unable to buy enough fuel to

meet their needs. Gas stations are also experiencing

long lines and the lack of the desired oil type. In

Mandalay, people have been waiting in line for hours

to buy oil, with some paying as little as they need.

Ministry of Energy of the Military Council has stated

that they have pre-stored fuel in Thilawasu Port to be

used until the end of August. However, continuous

rains and floods have caused delays in normal

operations at Thilawasu Port, and road difficulties for

oil tankers have also contributed to the situation. The

office has urged people not to worry about the

situation and not to buy and collect more than

necessary. The situation has been exacerbated by
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continuous rains and floods across the country,

causing delays in operations at Thilawa Port. [Voice of

America] [Crisis24]

Myanmar: Kokant Army to complete

control over the Lashio township

(tl) In the latest escalation in Lashio township of Shan

State Myanmar, the Myanmar military’s Northeast

Regional Military Headquarters (RAMA) of Lashio is

facing the worst administrative situation in fifty years.

The Kokant Army so-called Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) has reached the

center of the Northeast Regional Military Headquarters

(Ramakha) and attacked the military hospital, causing a

critical situation for the city. The MNDAA has claimed

to have captured Lashio and Ramakha, while the

Junta’s army and its supporters claim that the military

council troops are still defending Lashio. Ground

military sources said that the MNDAA may have spread

over 80 percent of Lashio. Military Council troops are

retreating from the side of the Military Council Infantry

Battalion Khmer (507), which was declared occupied by

the MNDAA.

Gunfire has been reported near the No. 68 Light

Infantry Regiment and Lashio Prison, with reports

suggesting that the MNDAA has seized the regiment.

Lashio prison was also attacked with homemade

rockets. Former deputy speaker of the Lower House U

Tun Tun Hein and some political prisoners have

escaped, but no contact has been made with any of

the freed prisoners.

Military Council has not yet released an announcement

regarding the situation at Lashio prison and the No. 68

Light Infantry Unit. Initial reports suggest that the

MNDAA and its allied forces approached and attacked

the northeast command headquarters, and some

locals also reported hearing gunfire near Lashio

Airport.

Lashio market was not on fire, but a small fire outside

the market was caused by a heavy weapon blast.

Funeral teams have left Lashio, causing difficulties in

transporting bodies to Kyarkan Cemetery. Some social

media reports claim that the MNDAA captured

internally displaced persons. Communication with

sources in Lashio is still interrupted due to the almost

complete loss of phone line and fibre internet lines. 

[The Nation][The Irrawaddy][BBC Burmese]
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Myanmar: Junta’s top military officers

seized by ethnic security force in northern

Shan Sate

(tl) Myanmar's military top officers have been captured

by ethnic armed groups after the ethnic army seizing

their regional headquarters in Lashio Township in

Northern Shan State, Myanmar. The junta group, led

by Maj. Gen. Soe Tint, the commander of the junta's

northeastern regional military headquarters, has been

the highest-ranking military junta officer to be

apprehended by ethnic armed groups since the

military overthrew the civilian government led by

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

(MNDAA) captured the headquarters in Lashio this

week. The loss of the regional headquarters is

expected to lead to further junta setbacks in the area.

Junta chief General Min Aung Hlaing acknowledged the

losses of troops and command posts and pledged to

restore peace and stability throughout the country.

The junta had prepared to defend Lashio by gathering

over 3,000 troops, but the MNDAA and its allies were

able to seize the northeastern command in less than a

month. At least nine civilians have been killed in the

fighting, and thousands of Lashio residents have fled

the city. [Radio Free Asia] [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta chief proposes to use

cooperative economics system economy

in county’s businesses

(tl) At a Junta's administration meeting in Nay Pyi Taw,

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing proposed the

use of the cooperative system in economy, including

agriculture and manufacturing. He aimed to establish

workshops and support technology and other needs.

However, U Gyi Myint, a former worker in a

cooperative system during the Myanmar socialist era,

questioned the success of this cooperative system in a

market economy. He argued that the regime's

interventions in the market economy system makes it

unsuitable to re-establish the cooperative system. He

adds "What would be convenient? China Cambodia,

even Vietnam, a real communist country, is going back

to a market economy, how will it succeed? Who will

invest? How will manufacturing go up?”

The existing structure is legally mandated to apply the

market economy system, and defying this would nullify
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the structure. The military leader may have established

cooperative societies, but transforming the entire

economic system into a cooperative cannot be

successful.

Economists argue that the military leader's use of this

system could worsen the country's economy.

Cooperatives are fundamentally good and can be

beneficial if effective. The current management system

in Myanmar has not succeeded, and there are doubts

about its practical implementation.

Myanmar has very unsuccessful experiences using

cooperative system in the during the era of former

military dictator Gen. Ne Win's socialist program party.

Even after the entire era of the Myanmar Socialist

Party, the cooperative system was used, until 1992

under General Than Shwe and caused the country into

devastating economy with high resource exploitation

and trade isolation.  [Global News Light of Myanmar]

[The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Senator Padilla asks Supreme

Court to resolve constitutional

amendment vote debate

(lm) Senator Robinhood Padilla filed a petition with the

Supreme Court to resolve a key issue in the 1987

Constitution regarding whether Parliament’s upper

house – the Senate –, and the House of

Representatives should vote jointly or separately when

discussing amendments to the Charter. Padilla, chair of

the Senate Committee on Constitutional Amendments

and Revision of Codes, seeks clarification on Sections 1

and 3 of Article XVII of the Constitution. He argues that

the House of Representatives prefers joint voting,

which he opposes, emphasizing the need for separate

voting to ensure senators' input is fairly represented.

Padilla asked the Supreme Court to provide an

authoritative declaration on whether the Senate and

House should convene and vote jointly or separately

when proposing amendments, calling for a

Constitutional Convention, and other related voting

matters. He highlighted that ambiguities in the

constitutional provisions have caused difficulties in

fulfilling his duties and hindered Congress' efforts to

resolve the controversy. Padilla stressed the need for a

clear resolution from the Supreme Court to address

these issues. [Philippine News Agency]
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Philippines: Election Commission chief

eyes United States help on 'offshore

accounts' probe

(lm) In the Philippines, Commission on Elections

(COMELEC) chairperson George Erwin Garcia plans to

seek assistance from the U.S. Department of Justice

(DOJ) to investigate alleged offshore bank accounts in

his name. Garcia suspects identity theft and bank fraud

and aims to preserve evidence related to the accounts

at Cayman National Bank and New York Bank, linked to

a firm named Jaleo Consulting LLC. Representative

Dante Marcoleta had previously claimed the accounts

were under Garcia’s name, while Garcia did not

comment on allegations by former congressman Glenn

Chong that Smartmatic International was behind a

smear campaign against him after being disqualified

from the 2025 midterm elections bidding. [Philippine

News Agency]

Philippines: Accountability for illegal

activities in POGO crackdown assured

(lm) House Speaker Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez

assured that those involved in illegal activities

associated with Philippine offshore gaming operators

(POGOs) will face legal consequences. Romualdez,

alongside House officials, conducted an inspection of

POGO hubs in Porac, Pampanga, and Bamban, Tarlac,

as part of a broader crackdown initiated by President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. The inspections were in

response to the recent raid by the Presidential Anti-

Organized Crime Commission (PAOCC) and a joint

inquiry revealing a network of Chinese nationals

involved in illegal POGOs and drug trafficking.

The crackdown aims to address the illegal activities

that flourished during the administration of former

President Rodrigo Duterte. President Marcos has

ordered an immediate ban on POGOs, with the

Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. (PAGCOR)

tasked to wind down all POGOs by the end of the year.

The inspections are intended to inform the creation

and consolidation of pending bills on POGOs and

determine the fate of stakeholders, including displaced

Filipino and foreign workers.

Romualdez emphasized the administration's

commitment to justice and the whole-of-government

approach in addressing POGO-related issues. He

announced that a resolution is being prepared to

ensure coordination between the House Committees

on Public Order and Safety, Dangerous Drugs, and
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Human Rights in investigating POGO-related issues.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: DICT chief calls for

‘comprehensive’ law to tackle cyber-

related offenses

(lm) The Department of Information and

Communications Technology (DICT) on August 5

emphasized the need for a comprehensive law to

address cyber-related offenses, rather than relying on

multiple specific laws.

DICT Secretary Ivan John Uy suggested that a single, all-

encompassing law, similar to Singapore's "Online Harm

Law," would be more effective in combating various

cybercrimes, including phishing, deepfakes, and

misinformation. Uy also advocated for penalties

against social media platforms that enable cyber

offenses, drawing a parallel to the Anti-Money

Laundering Act which penalizes banks involved in

criminal activities.

He expressed concern about the potential use of

deepfake technology in the upcoming midterm

elections, predicting its likely utilization due to the

competitive nature of elections. Additionally, Uy

mentioned the DICT's ongoing work to integrate

artificial intelligence into the e-Government app to

enhance the reporting of scam messages and advised

the public to remain vigilant against such scams.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Metro Manila police seize USD

15.88 million in illegal drugs over past

year

(lm) Metro Manila police seized PHP 934 million (USD

15.88 million) worth of illegal drugs over the past year,

according to NCRPO chief Maj. Gen. Jose Melencio

Nartatez Jr. A total of 14,636 suspects were arrested in

9,489 operations. Additionally, 3,091 loose firearms

were recovered, and 664 communist rebels were

neutralized. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: 21 areas in Bataan, Cavite

under state of calamity due to oil spill
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(lm) Twenty-one areas in Bataan and Cavite have

declared a state of calamity due to an oil spill caused

by the sinking of the M/T Terranova, which occurred on

July 25. The National Disaster Risk Reduction and

Management Council (NDRRMC) reported that the spill

has affected 25,145 fisherfolk in the Calabarzon region.

The ship, carrying 1.4 million liters of industrial fuel oil,

sank off Lamao Point in Limay, Bataan amid severe

weather. An inter-agency task force led by the Office of

the Civil Defense, including various government

departments, has been created to manage the spill's

impact and containment operations are ongoing.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Two potential private

Cordillera armed groups dismantled

(lm) The Police Regional Office in the Cordillera

Administrative Region (PRO-CAR) announced that it has

dismantled two potential private armed groups (PAGs)

and is monitoring five others. Brig. Gen. David Peredo,

PRO-CAR Director, said that 34 members of the two

groups surrendered and handed over their firearms,

committing not to engage in disruptive activities,

especially during the upcoming 2025 midyear

elections. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Two Mindoro rebels convicted

of illegal possession of firearms

(lm) Two members of the Communist Party of the

Philippines-New People’s Army (CPP-NPA) operating in

Oriental Mindoro were convicted of illegal possession

of firearms. The individuals were apprehended by

Philippine Army soldiers in April 2023 in Barangay

Santa Teresita, Mansalay, Oriental Mindoro, with a

carbine rifle, an Intratec submachine gun, an

improvised hand grenade, and two blasting caps.

Initially pleading not guilty, they later entered a plea-

bargain agreement with the guidance of their legal

counsel. [Philippine News Agency]

Singapore: Man hanged for trafficking 36g

of heroin; second execution of 2024

(sm) Singapore has executed a 45-year-old man for

trafficking 36.93 grams of heroin, marking the city-

state's second execution of the year. The man was

hanged at Changi prison after being found guilty of
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trafficking more than twice the 15 grams of pure

heroin that merits the death penalty under Singapore's

stringent drug laws. The man was sentenced to death

in February 2019, with all legal appeals and clemency

petitions denied.

This marks Singapore's second execution in 2024,

following the February hanging of Bangladeshi Ahmed

Salim for murder. Since resuming executions in March

2022, Singapore has executed 18 individuals, having

paused during the COVID-19. The United Nations and

human rights groups argue against the death penalty,

citing a lack of deterrent effect, and call for its

abolition. However, Singaporean authorities maintain

that capital punishment contributes to the country's

low crime rates and high safety standards. [The Jakarta

Post] [Central Narcotics Bureau of Singapore]

Singapore: Unemployment rates decline

across all categories in June

(sm) In June, Singapore's unemployment rate improved

across the board, according to preliminary labor

market data for the second quarter released by the

Ministry of Manpower (MOM). The unemployment rate

for Singaporeans fell from 3 percent in May to 2.8

percent in June, while the rate for residents (including

permanent residents) decreased from 2.9 percent to

2.7 percent, and the overall rate dropped from 2.1

percent to 2 percent.

Total employment grew by 11,300 in the second

quarter, driven by an increase in non-resident

employment, particularly among lower-skilled work

permit holders in construction and manufacturing.

This followed the adjustment of the dependency ratio

ceiling – i.e., the regulatory limit set by the government

– in these sectors. [The New Paper] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Health ministry takes

enforcement actions against six doctors

for improper MediShield claims 

(sm) The Ministry of Health (MOH) in Singapore has

taken enforcement action against six doctors for non-

compliant claims with MediShield Life, a universal

health insurance scheme. Two doctors had their

MediSave and MediShield Life accreditation suspended

for six months due to severe non-compliances. Four

other unnamed doctors were required to undergo
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mandatory training and will be closely monitored for

future claims.

Since October 2023, MOH’s Claims Management Office

has reviewed 34 cases, with 25 deemed non-compliant.

Under the Escalation and Enforcement framework,

doctors and dentists who make improper claims may

face various penalties ranging from a warning letter for

minor infractions to mandatory training, suspension,

and in the most severe cases, the revocation of their

MediSave and MediShield Life accreditation. [CNA]

[Ministry of Health, Singapore]

Thailand: Move Forward’s Pita warns of

instability ahead of court rulings

(lm) Pita Limjaroenrat, leader of Thailand's main

opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), has warned of

potential instability as the Constitutional Court

prepares to rule on significant cases this month. Pita,

who led the party to an electoral victory last year but

was blocked from forming a government, expressed

concerns about the upcoming court decisions. These

include a ruling on whether to disband the MFP over

its campaign to amend a stringent royal defamation

law and a decision on whether Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin should be removed from office for an alleged

ethical violation.

Pita suggested that these rulings could lead to political

upheaval, impacting Thailand's already struggling

economy. He noted that any move against either the

MFP or Prime Minister Srettha could thrust the nation

into political turmoil. Despite these challenges, Pita

remains a popular figure and hinted at the possibility

of forming a new party if Move Forward is disbanded.

The court decisions also coincide with other significant

legal proceedings, including a royal defamation case

against former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,

further complicating the political landscape.

MFP's final stretch before ruling

At the party's press conference on August 2,

Chaithawat Tulathon, the MFP leader, challenged the

Constitutional Court's authority to dissolve political

parties and bar their executives from politics, as well as

the legitimacy of the Election Commission's (EC)

petition seeking such actions. In their closing

submission, disclosed by Chaithawat, it was argued

that the court is not authorized to dissolve the party or

ban its executives if the ruling goes against them, and

that the dissolution of their predecessor, the Future
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Forward Party, cannot set a precedent for the current

case. Chaithawat also alleged procedural failures in the

EC's petition, claiming the party was not given the

rightful chance to fully defend itself.

Pita Limjaroenrat, the Chief Advisor to the MFP leader,

stated that in a constitutional monarchy, suppressing

dissenting opinions is not a sustainable method for

effectively protecting the monarchy. Rather, striking

the optimal balance between democracy and the

monarchy is what will do. He explained that the party's

advocacy for amending Section 112 of the Criminal

Code (the lèse majesté law) aims to maintain this

balance.

While confirming their preparedness for any outcome,

the party dismissed rumors of setting up a 'reserve'

party in case of dissolution. If dissolved, ten executive

members, including Chaithawat, Pita, and Deputy

House Speaker Padipat Suntiphada, would be barred

from running in elections. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha

downplays ‘backup’ prime minister

rumors

(lm) Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has

dismissed rumors about a "backup prime minister"

being selected to replace him. These rumors arose

from concerns that he might be removed from office

due to his decision to appoint ex-convict Pichit

Chuenban as a PM's Office Minister during the last

cabinet reshuffle. Srettha emphasized his commitment

to his role and stated he would accept the

Constitutional Court's ruling on August 14, regardless

of the outcome. [Bangkok Post 1]

Deputy Prime Minister Anutin says he's 'not gunning’ for

top post

Speaking against this backdrop, Anutin Charnvirakul,

the leader of the coalition core Bhumjaithai Party,

recently downplayed speculation that he might

become Thailand's next prime minister if Srettha is

removed from office by the Constitutional Court.

Anutin, also the deputy prime minister and interior

minister, dismissed the speculation as a worst-case

scenario, which he believes is unlikely to occur.

This speculation was fueled by recent images of former

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra – the de facto

leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party – with Anutin

during a vacation, suggesting a potential political deal

between the Pheu Thai and Bhumjaithai parties.
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However, Anutin assured that Deputy Prime Minister

and Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai

would manage any transition if Pheu Thai could not

find a replacement for Srettha. He also denied rumors

about changing coalition dynamics, stating that the

current coalition remains strong. [Bangkok Post 2]

Reshuffle talk if PM keeps job

However, it is noteworthy that Prime Minister seems

open to considering a cabinet reshuffle if he remains in

office following the Constitutional Court ruling. United

Thai Nation (UTN) Party leader Pirapan

Salirathavibhaga has proposed the reshuffle to allow

UTN's secretary-general, Akanat Promphan, to fill a

vacant ministerial post. A cabinet position under UTN's

quota remains open after Krisada Chinavicharana

resigned as deputy finance minister in May. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Handout scheme to proceed regardless of prime minister’s

fate

In related developments, the government, meanwhile,

has assured that the 10,000-baht digital money

handout scheme will continue regardless of the fate of

Prime Minister Srettha. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Key budget bill to fund digital

wallet scheme passes Parliament’s lower

house

(msz) The Thai House of Representatives has passed a

supplementary budget bill seeking to increase the

current fiscal year's budget by THB 122 billion (USD

3.42 billion) to partially fund the government's digital

wallet handout scheme, a flagship policy of the ruling

Pheu Thai Party. The bill passed its third and final

reading with 292 votes in favor, 161 against, and one

abstention, and will now move to the upper house for

deliberation. [Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation Thailand]

During the debate, opposition MP Sittiphol

Viboonthanakul from the Move Forward Party (MFP)

cast doubt on the scheme's potential economic impact,

citing discrepancies between figures provided by the

Finance Ministry and the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO). The

FPO estimated that the digital wallet project could only

contribute 0.9 percentage points to economic growth,

contrary to the Finance Ministry's higher estimates.

Committee member Veera Thirapattaranont, who

opposed the bill, called for the government to halt the

scheme due to concerns raised by the National Anti-
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Corruption Commission (NACC) about potential graft

and legal risks.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Pichai

Chunhavajira defended the scheme, asserting that it

would boost economic growth and that the

government would manage the funds responsibly. The

budget for the digital wallet scheme will be sourced

from fiscal years 2024 and 2025, with a total of THB

450 billion (USD 12.6 billion) allocated through

spending cuts and the Additional Budget Act.

Registrations for digital wallet scheme overload system

Notably, the digital wallet handout stimulus faced

issues on its first day – August 1 - when millions of

people rushed to register, causing system overloads.

Over 20 million people registered for the scheme

within the first 48 hours of its launch, while many

others experienced problems, such as not receiving

text message passcodes to complete registration.

Registration will remain open until September 15 for

smartphone users, and from September 16, people

without smartphones can register using their ID cards.

Official confirmation of eligibility will be provided after

September 22. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Police on alert for digital wallet scams

Meanwhile, Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) has

enhanced its technological capabilities to prevent

scams related to the government's new digital wallet

scheme. During a visit to the CIB headquarters, Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin was briefed on the bureau's

progress in combating cyber crimes by commissioner

Pol Lt Gen Jirabhop Bhuridej. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Police merit panel supports

Surachate’s dismissal

(lm) The Police Merit System Protection Board in

Thailand has supported the dismissal of suspended

deputy national police chief Pol Gen Surachate

Hakparn. The board's unanimous decision backed the

Royal Thai Police Office's order from April 18, which

dismissed him. Pol Gen Surachate, who is under

investigation for alleged links to online gambling, had

petitioned the board to revoke his dismissal but was

unsuccessful. Despite this, his dismissal still requires

royal endorsement to become effective, and he can

appeal to the Supreme Administrative Court. [Bangkok

Post]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-su/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-gl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-gr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-gy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-gy/


Thailand: Internal rift surfaces within

coalition member PPRP

(lm) The Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), the third-

largest party in Thailand’s ruling coalition, is currently

experiencing an internal rift that has been brought to

light by a recent dispute over songs supporting Gen

Prawit Wongsuwon, the party’s leader and an

incumbent deputy prime minister. The party is divided

into two main factions: one led by Gen Prawit, who has

been maintaining a low profile since the last general

election and does not hold a cabinet position, and

another led by party secretary-general Capt Thamanat

Prompow, who serves as the agriculture minister and

has strong ties with the ruling Pheu Thai Party.

The internal conflict became more apparent when

Samart Janechaijitrawanich, a PPRP member allegedly

supported by Gen Prawit, released two songs implying

that Gen Prawit should be the next prime minister.

This move has caused friction within Capt Thamanat’s

faction, which views the songs as detrimental to the

party’s coalition with Pheu Thai. Against this backdrop,

Capt Thamanat has warned Samart to stop promoting

the songs or face expulsion from the party.

However, Phai Lik, a PPRP MP, has downplayed the

severity of the rift, attributing it to Samart’s actions and

asserting that the party remains united under Gen

Prawit’s leadership. He noted that despite Gen Prawit’s

lower public profile, he continues to guide the party,

and recent actions by the party, including potential

new MP arrivals, indicate ongoing internal and external

negotiations. [Bangkok Post]

In light of the apparent rift, it is worth noting that Gen

Prawit and Capt Thamanat were closely aligned during

the party's formation in the lead-up to the 2019

general election, which aimed to support Gen Prawit's

leadership and bolster his position as a key player in

Thai politics. At the time, their partnership was

characterized by mutual support, with Thamanat

acting as a key strategist and enforcer for Prawit's

political agenda.

Thailand: Powerful 'Ban Yai' families take

provincial administration organisation

honors

(lm) Candidates from influential "Ban Yai" political

families have won the chairmanships of the provincial

administration organisations (PAOs) in Ayutthaya, Chai

Nat, and Phayao provinces. "Ban Yai" refers to

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-gj/


influential political families or clans in Thailand that

have significant local power and influence, often

dominating political and administrative positions

within their respective regions.

In Ayutthaya, Somsong Phancharoenworakul, affiliated

with the Bhumjaithai Party and mother of Deputy

Education Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul,

secured victory with 245,457 votes. Her opponent,

Watcharapong Radomsittipat, from the Kao Mai

Ayutthaya group, received 114,063 votes.

In Chai Nat, Jitthana Yingthaweelapha, sister of United

Thai Nation Party MP Anucha Nakasai, won against

Sutthipoj Chue-apaiwong, a former Move Forward

Party candidate, with 62,860 votes to 44,690 votes.

In Phayao, Thawat Sutthawong, running under the

Pheu Thai Party banner, garnered 174,669 votes,

defeating Chaiprapan Singchai, who was backed by the

Move Forward Party and received 35,172 votes.

These elections indicate strong support for established

political families and parties, with more PAO elections

expected nationwide early next year. The next notable

PAO election will be in Ratchaburi on September 1.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court forbids ex-Premier

Thaksin to go to Dubai ahead of first royal

defamation case hearing

(msz) The Thai Criminal Court has denied former Prime

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s request to travel to

Dubai for medical treatment. Thaksin sought

permission to leave from August 1-16, citing chronic

health issues, including lung inflammation, respiratory

and cardiovascular illnesses, and a herniated disk. He

also stated a need to meet important contacts for

personal business in Dubai. However, the court ruled

that his medical conditions could be treated in

Thailand and deemed his personal business

appointments unnecessary. The court also noted that

the requested travel period was too close to his court

date on August 19, when Thaksin is scheduled for the

first hearing in a royal defamation case against him.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Thaksin, who returned to Thailand on August 22, 2023,

after 15 years in self-imposed exile, was initially

sentenced to eight years in prison for three cases, later

reduced to one year by royal clemency. On his first

night in Bangkok Remand Prison, he was transferred to

the Police General Hospital due to health issues,
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including chest pain and hypertension. However, prior

to his release, on June 18, he was formally indicted on

charges of royal defamation and computer crime.

These charges stem from comments he made during a

media interview in South Korea in 2015.

Human rights commission to file complaint with anti-graft

body over alleged improper conduct in Thaksin case

As Thaksin is about to complete his one-year prison

term on August 31 – calculated from the day he

received a royal pardon in September last year – the

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) plans to

file a complaint with the National Anti-Corruption

Commission (NACC) against the Department of

Corrections (DoC) and the Police General Hospital,

alleging improper conduct in allowing Thaksin to stay

at the hospital for an extended period.

Thaksin was legally permitted to receive treatment

outside of prison for 120 days, until December 22, but

continued his hospital stay beyond that period until his

parole and discharge on February 18. The NHRC's

investigation followed a petition received in November,

questioning the treatment and privileges afforded to

Thaksin during his incarceration. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: State audit finds billions of baht

wasted in construction projects

(lm) The State Audit Office (SAO) in Thailand has found

over THB 30 billion (approximately USD 840 million) in

financial losses due to inefficient management of

construction contracts during the 2023 fiscal year. This

conclusion came from an audit of 14,148 projects

across 9,426 public agencies, revealing flaws in budget

management in 1,795 agencies, or 19.04 percent.

The SAO detected at least THB 30.83 billion (USD 864

million) in abnormal spending. Additionally, 49.61

percent of the contracts examined did not comply with

legal or contractual standards, leading to damages

totaling THB 666.47 million (USD 18.66 million). The

inefficiencies included poor project proposals and

delayed timelines, causing damages estimated at THB

30.16 billion (USD 845 million).

The Rama II elevated road project's construction

contract, valued at THB 10.5 billion (USD 294 million),

was specifically noted for its inefficiencies and delayed

time frame. The project is expected to be completed in

November. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Bangkok Metropolitan

Administration to repay USD 300 million

BTSC debt in 140 days

(bk) Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt announced

that the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)

will repay its THB 12 billion (USD 0.3 billion) debt to the

Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTSC) within 140 days,

in compliance with a Supreme Administrative Court

ruling on July 26. The court instructed the BMA and its

business arm, Krungthep Thanakom (KT), 180 days to

settle the debt related to the operating and

maintenance (O&M) costs of the Saphan Taksin-Bang

Wa and On Nut-Kheha BTS Skytrain extensions. The

court also allowed the BMA to make the payment

without requiring further Cabinet approval.

The debt arose when the BMA stopped paying O&M

costs due to an instruction issued following the 2014

military coup in Thailand, which directed the BMA to

include O&M costs in the calculations for a new

contract with the BTSC during the extension

deliberations of the BTS Skytrain concession. This

order led to a legal and financial dispute when the

Cabinet refused to reaffirm the coup directive,

prompting BTSC to file a lawsuit in 2021.

To cover the debt, the BMA will primarily use funds

from its THB 90 billion (USD 2.52 billion) budget for

fiscal 2025, along with THB 2 billion (USD 56 million)

earned from ticket sales. [The Nation]

Thailand: Thai Oil refutes claims of USD

15.88 wage settlement

(lm) Thai Oil Public Company Ltd has denied agreeing

to pay THB 567 million (approximately USD 15.88

million) to settle outstanding wages owed to workers

by subcontractors. The unpaid wages are owed by

Sinopec Engineering Group (Thailand) Co Ltd, a

subcontractor of Thai Oil, which was hired by a

multinational unincorporated joint venture (UJV).

Over 8,000 workers employed by subcontractors under

Sinopec, namely One Turn Ten Co Ltd, EMCO LTD Co

Ltd, and Thai Fong Engineering and Construction Co

Ltd, have been affected by the wage issue. Despite Thai

Oil maintaining it made payments to the consortium

on time, the subcontracting firms have failed to pay

their workers, leading to unresolved overdue wages for

months.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-gk/


The wage dispute led to worker protests in April, and

subsequent mediation by labour authorities. Labour

Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn noted ongoing

negotiations between workers and employers

facilitated by the Chon Buri Provincial Office for Labour

Welfare and Protection since July 24. The workers

rejected a previous agreement offering partial

payments of THB 2,000-3,000 (approximately USD 56-

84), considering it insufficient for their daily living

costs.

Further protests occurred from July 24-26 and again on

July 31 outside the Thai Oil refinery plant in Sri Racha

district, Chon Buri. Sopha Kiatniracha, director-general

of the Department of Labour Protection and Welfare

(DLPW), indicated that Thai Oil had allegedly agreed to

advance the THB 567 million payment to resolve the

wage issue. However, Thai Oil refuted this claim,

stating that the responsibility lies with the UJV and the

subcontractors, and that it has fulfilled all its payment

obligations to UJV for the engineering, procurement,

and construction work. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Anti-graft body probes state

staff for fish invasion

(lm) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

is investigating state officials who allegedly permitted a

company to introduce blackchin tilapia, an invasive fish

species, into Thailand. NACC secretary-general

Niwatchai Kasemmongkol emphasized the severity of

the issue, noting that the fish's presence in natural

waterways threatens local aquatic species and fish

farms. The NACC can initiate investigations if state

officials are found negligent in their duties, causing

environmental harm.

As a side note, the blackchin tilapia are originally from

West Africa and are known for their rapid breeding and

aggressive predation on smaller fish and roe. These

fish have been found in at least 17 provinces, including

Bangkok, causing extensive damage to aquaculture

and related industries. Although the blackchin tilapia

were first brought to Thailand by Charoen Pokphand

Foods (CPF) in 2010 for research, CPF disputes any link

to the recent surge in blackchin tilapia. They state that

all the fish were terminated and disposed of in

accordance with legal standards back in 2011,

following unsuccessful genetic modification attempts.

[AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5]

In parallel, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has tasked

the cabinet with resolving this long-standing issue.

Deputy Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister
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Atthakorn Sirilatthayakorn mentioned that the

Department of Fisheries had previously attempted to

address the problem but lacked an integrated

approach and sufficient cooperation from civil society

and the private sector.

The current plan involves capturing 4,000 tons of

blackchin tilapia by mid-next year and releasing

predatory fish, such as white sea bass, to control the

tilapia population. The initiative, with a budget of about

THB 450 million (approximately USD 12.6 million), aims

to manage the blackchin tilapia issue by 2027.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Property tycoon ‘in coma’,

money laundering trial postponed

(lm) Anant Asavabhokhin, the founder of Land &

Houses Plc, is in a coma following severe complications

from a kidney transplant. Due to his critical condition,

prosecutors have postponed his trial on charges of

money laundering linked to the Klongchan Credit

Union Cooperative (KCUC) embezzlement scandal.

Anant was indicted on February 16 after years of

dormancy in the case. Despite several scheduled court

appearances, his deteriorating health has prevented

him from attending. Anant underwent a kidney

transplant in Australia, but the new organ is being

rejected, necessitating regular dialysis three times a

week.

The KCUC scandal, one of Thailand's largest

embezzlement cases, involved the former chairman

Supachai Srisupa-aksorn withdrawing THB 12 billion

(USD 336 million) from members' savings. Some of the

embezzled funds were traced to Wat Phra

Dhammakaya, a temple where Anant is a devout

follower, and to real estate transactions involving Land

& Houses. An investigation revealed that donations to

the temple came from nearly THB 500 million (USD 14

million) earned from the resale of land initially bought

for THB 93.8 million (USD 2.63 million).

Thailand: Impersonator was illegally

appointed a prosecutor

(lm) Mongkol Preesukkasem, recently arrested for

impersonation, was illegally appointed as a level-five

prosecutor by the Thanyaburi Provincial Office of the

Attorney General last year. A certificate dated March
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26, 2023, surfaced in a prosecutors' Line chat group,

stating that Mongkol held a position equivalent to a

level-five prosecutor and praised his discipline and

honesty. However, the Thanyaburi office lacked the

authority to issue such a certificate, as Mongkol's

advisory role was unofficial and not equivalent to a

prosecutor.

Mongkol was arrested while giving a law enforcement

lecture at a high school in Nonthaburi, wearing a

prosecutor's uniform. The arrest followed a warrant

issued on June 20 for impersonation, wearing a

prosecutor’s uniform, fraud, and inputting false

information into a computer system. Reports indicated

that Mongkol had no right to wear the uniform or claim

the advisory position, as the person who appointed

him, Pol Lt Uthai Artiwet, no longer held the relevant

director-general position. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prosecutor charged with

demanding bribe to drop case

(lm) A senior public prosecutor, Chartnarin

Ketkamphon, was arrested in his office in Nakhon Si

Thammarat province for allegedly demanding and

taking a bribe to drop a case. The Anti-Corruption

Division (ACD) police seized THB 150,000

(approximately USD 4,200) in bribe money as evidence.

Chartnarin, who served as chief prosecutor at the

provincial prosecution office, allegedly demanded THB

200,000 (approximately USD 5,600) from an individual

accused of stealing a land title, promising to get the

case dropped.

The individual initially paid THB 50,000 (approximately

USD 1,400) as an advance and later reported the bribe

demand to the National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC), which led to an investigation and the issuance

of an arrest warrant. Chartnarin was arrested during a

sting operation when the remaining THB 150,000 was

handed over.

Despite denying all charges, Chartnarin faces

accusations of taking a bribe, dereliction of duty, and

abuse of authority. The Office of the Attorney-General

(OAG) has ordered his immediate transfer and is

awaiting a detailed report from the regional office.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police raid Chinese

supermarkets in Bangkok, seize
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uncertified goods

(lm) Officers from the Consumer Protection Police

Division (CPPD) raided 12 Chinese supermarkets in

Bangkok on August 2, uncovering tons of products

from China that lacked certification from Thailand’s

Food and Drug Administration (FDA). These raids were

triggered by consumer complaints about products

without FDA labels.

Authorities confiscated over 1,878 items across 70

product lines that were being sold illegally. The

supermarket owners will face prosecution under the

Consumer Protection Act. The FDA has urged business

operators to verify products before selling to ensure

consumer safety.

The influx of low-cost Chinese goods has been

troubling for small local businesses, which struggle to

compete on price. In response, the government

recently mandated a 7 percent value-added tax on all

imported goods under THB 1,500 (USD 42), including

online purchases, to level the playing field. [Bangkok

Post 1]

Consumer police seize hazardous anti-ageing products

In related developments, consumer protection police

in Bangkok raided a condominium apartment,

uncovering the production site of a hazardous anti-

aging cosmetic serum. The raid resulted in the seizure

of 47,506 containers of the serum, valued at THB 25

million (USD 700,000) retail. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Department of National Parks

slams forest amnesty bills

(lm) The Department of National Parks, Wildlife and

Plant Conservation (DNP) opposes two proposed bills

aimed at protecting indigenous people's land rights,

arguing they will weaken forest conservation efforts.

DNP chief Attapol Charoenshunsa stated that the bills,

proposed by civil rights group P-Move and the Ministry

of Culture, would hand over protected lands to "forest

encroachers and capitalists," encouraging further

encroachment.

P-Move's bill seeks to grant amnesty to those convicted

of encroachment under various environmental laws,

allowing them to remain on the land until their legal

right to it is confirmed. From 2015 to 2024, there were

13,760 cases of forest encroachment involving 2,718

offenders, affecting 180,002.71 rai (roughly 288.00
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square kilometers). Additionally, there were 1,140

forest burning cases and 9,713 illegal logging cases.

The Ministry of Culture's bill aims to protect the

traditional heritage and spiritual sites of hill tribes,

potentially exempting these areas from forest

protection laws. A DNP source warned this could

undermine forest conservation efforts, as ethnic

committees could designate any area as a sacred site,

making it exempt from existing conservation laws.

The DNP argues that these bills will compromise their

ability to protect forests and serve the public interest,

emphasizing that current national park laws already

support harmonious living conditions within protected

areas. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Rayong residents question

legality of unpermitted construction site

(lm) Residents of Ban Khai district in Thailand’s eastern

Rayong province are questioning whether a local

construction project has the necessary permits.

Concerns arose after a Chinese language poster,

depicting a factory, was seen at the site, despite no

prior notification to the community. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Social development ministry

seeks to amend law on domestic violence

(lm) The Ministry of Social Development and Human

Security in Thailand is working to amend the Victims of

Domestic Violence Protection Act, BE 2550, to address

the increasing fragility and household abuse in Thai

society. Minister Varawut Silpa-archa highlighted that

financial struggles, family feuds, and domestic violence

are the top three issues reported each month. The

poor economic situation has contributed to a rise in

violence, affecting individuals from toddlers to the

elderly.

The amended law aims to protect all family members

regardless of gender and promote strong households

to prevent various social problems. The draft has

passed the central hearing and is under committee

review, expected to be proposed to the cabinet in

September and published in the Royal Gazette later.

[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Activist “Penguin” gets two-year

jail term for royal defamation

(msz) On July 31, the Criminal Court sentenced Parit

“Penguin” Chiwarak, a 26-year-old political activist, in

absentia to two years in prison for royal defamation

charges related to comments posted on his Facebook

page from July 28 to August 1, 2021. The Criminal

Court initially handed down a three-year sentence,

which was reduced to two years due to his useful

testimony. Parit has not appeared in court since June

25, and a bench warrant has been issued for his arrest.

The statute of limitations for the case is 10 years.

Parit, a former political science student at Thammasat

University, was a leader of the pro-democracy protests

that began in mid-2020. He claimed his Facebook

account had been hacked, but the court rejected this

defense as he had not removed the offensive posts

afterward. Parit faces a total of 25 royal defamation

charges, with sentences to run consecutively. He is

believed to have fled the country. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Minors rescued from sex

trafficker

(lm) Police in Bangkok rescued two 16-year-old minors

and arrested and a female adult on human trafficking

charges after a sting operation at a hotel. Acting on a

tip, officers from the Children and Women Protection

Sub-Division contacted the woman via Facebook

Messenger, arranging for her to bring the minors to a

hotel room. Customers were charged THB 1,500

(approximately USD 42) per minor, with the woman

taking a THB 500 (approximately USD 14) commission.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Transsexual arrested for serial

swindling of Japanese men in Bangkok

(lm) A 48-year-old transsexual, was arrested in the Thai

capital Bangkok for allegedly defrauding a Japanese

man, marking the latest in a series of similar offenses

spanning a decade. The suspect has reportedly

swindled approximately 26 million THB (728,000 USD)

from mostly Japanese men. This year alone, three

victims reported losses totaling around 4 million THB

(112,000 USD). The suspect had previously been jailed

for similar crimes in 2015 and was released in 2018.

[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Prison ‘assassination attempt’

on gambler alleged

(lm) A lawyer has urged the Ministry of Justice to

investigate an alleged assassination attempt on Siapo

Po-arnon, a prominent gambler formerly known as

Apirak Chat-anont, who is serving a 20-year sentence

in Bang Kwang Prison for luring people into online

gambling. Siapo, who was also sentenced to 13 years

for attempted murder, has reportedly faced multiple

life-threatening attacks in prison.

One notable incident occurred in February when Siapo

was attacked from behind with scissors. The

circumstances of the attack raised suspicions about

how the attacker obtained the weapon and managed

to reach Siapo, as they were housed in different areas

of the prison. The attacker has since been prosecuted

and transferred to another facility.

The lawyer, Witoon Keng-ngarn, stressed the need to

ensure inmates' safety and suggested that transferring

Siapo to another prison might be the best solution if

segregation within Bang Kwang Prison is not possible.

Overcrowding remains a significant issue, complicating

the separation of inmates awaiting trial from those

already convicted.

Somboon Muangklam, an adviser to the justice

minister, emphasized that prison safety measures are

stringent, but overcrowding limits the ability to

segregate inmates effectively. The decision to transfer

Siapo rests with the director-general of the

Department of Corrections. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Employers chased for social

security contributions

(lm) The Social Security Office (SSO) in Thailand is

establishing a permanent unit to pursue employers

who have defaulted on their mandatory contributions

to the Social Security Fund. This initiative aims to

address the issue of overdue payments, which have

been exacerbated by the financial struggles many

companies faced during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The SSO does not currently have an estimate of the

number of defaulters or the total amount in arrears

but expects to compile this data within a month.

Employers who fail to remit contributions on time will
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face a fine of 2 percent of the outstanding amount.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Three ministries close ranks

against staff drug abuse

(lm) Three key Thai ministries—the Ministry of Interior

(MoI), Ministry of Education, and Ministry of Higher

Education, Science, Research and Innovation—have

signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to

enhance drug testing among staff involved in drug

suppression efforts. The initiative aims to provide

rehabilitation and medical treatment for any staff who

test positive, while ensuring that testing remains

voluntary to respect workers' rights, according to

Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

This effort is part of a broader national agenda to

intensify drug suppression and reduce addiction,

especially among young people. The ministries will

maintain a shared, confidential database of known

drug users and track their rehabilitation progress.

The MoI recently launched a voluntary drug-screening

program targeting staff at all levels, including defense

volunteers and local leaders. As of May 12, the ministry

identified 9,103 drug dealers, with 52.5 percent

detained, and 56,863 drug addicts, with 63 percent

undergoing rehabilitation and treatment. Additionally,

76 percent of the 17,897 individuals with drug-related

mental health issues were sent to psychiatric hospitals.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has directed relevant

agencies to enhance their drug suppression efforts,

potentially expanding their scope beyond the current

25 provinces and offering incentives to improve

efficiency. Soldiers involved in these operations will

receive special ID cards from the Office of the

Narcotics Control Board (ONCB) to conduct searches,

detain suspects, and test them for drug use. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: More forest rangers to be

recruited

(lm) The Ministry of Natural Resources and

Environment in Thailand is planning to recruit more

forest rangers to enhance forest protection and reduce

the workload of the current staff. Effective October, the

starting salary for rangers will increase from THB 9,000

(USD 252) to THB 11,000 (USD 308) per month.
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Currently, 21,000 rangers manage 75 million rai

(approximately 12 million hectares) of forest and

maritime reserves, with each ranger responsible for

about 5,000 rai (800 hectares) on average. The

ministry's goal is to reduce this average to 3,000 rai

(480 hectares) per ranger. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Nearly 1,200 detained in major

crackdown on illegal migrant workers

(bk) In the past two months, Thai authorities have

detained 1,179 illegal migrant workers and taken

action against their employers. This figure is less than

1 percent of the 162,130 workers whose documents

were checked at 12,983 workplaces nationwide from

June 5 to August 1. Violations were found at 438

workplaces, accounting for 3.3 percent of the total

inspected.

The detained workers included 724 Myanmar

nationals, 190 Cambodians, 162 Laotians, 22

Vietnamese, and 81 from other countries. Migrants

working without a permit or performing unauthorized

jobs face fines, deportation, and a two-year ban from

reapplying for work permits. Employers hiring illegal

workers or assigning them prohibited tasks face fines,

imprisonment for repeat offenses, and a three-year

ban on hiring new migrant workers. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Office of Transport and Traffic

Policy Planning 'sure' Land Bridge will

proceed

(lm) The Office of Transport and Traffic Policy Planning

(OTP) in Thailand confirmed that the southern Land

Bridge megaproject will proceed, driven by interest

from companies in China, the United Arab Emirates,

and the United States. OTP director-general Panya

Chupanich stated that construction is set to begin in

2026 and conclude in 2030. The Land Bridge will

provide an alternative route for ships between the Gulf

of Thailand and the Andaman Sea, boosting activities

along the Southern Economic Corridor with two deep-

sea ports in Chumphon and Ranong, connected by a

motorway and railway.

The OTP is currently designing the ports and

conducting the required environmental health impact

assessment (EHIA). The Department of Highways and

the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) are designing the

motorway and railway systems, respectively, and will
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perform their own environmental impact assessments

(EIA). These tasks are expected to be completed by

September next year, with project bidding beginning

late next year or early 2026.

The OTP will hire a consultant to prepare documents

and advise on investor selection, with a budget of THB

45.959 million (approximately USD 1.29 million). The

840-day employment contract is expected to be signed

by next month. International investors such as Dubai

Port World (DP World) and companies from the United

States and China have shown interest in the project.

The OTP is also pushing for the approval of the SEC Act

to drive the project forward, which would include the

provinces of Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat,

Chumphon, and Ranong in the Southern Economic

Corridor. The bill will be presented to the cabinet by

November, with parliamentary approval expected by

April next year. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Port authority to study new

plan for relocation of Bangkok Port

(lm) The Transport Ministry of Thailand has initiated a

feasibility study for the relocation of Bangkok Port in

Klong Toey district following positive public feedback.

Deputy Minister Manaporn Charoensri directed the

Port Authority of Thailand (PAT) to revisit the plan after

a North Bangkok University poll showed 70.7 percent

support for the move. The relocation aims to reduce

pollution and traffic congestion and boost the local

economy.

The development plan involves dividing the port's 3.77

square kilometers (2,353 rai) of land into sections for

operational use, rental to public and private sectors,

state agencies, and redeveloping the Klong Toey slum

community and traffic areas. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Three-year plan for water

security

(lm) The Thai government has announced a three-year,

THB 548.4 billion (USD 15.36 billion) water

management plan to enhance the nation’s water

security. Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin emphasized

the importance of water security, especially with the

rise of new industries consuming large amounts of

water and the frequent need to aid flood victims.
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The Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR)

will draft the plan, which aims to provide clean water

to 4.5 million households, link 12 million rai (19,200

square kilometers) of non-irrigated land to irrigation

channels, and increase the country's total water

reserves to 4.7 billion cubic meters.

This plan includes constructing new dams, improving

rural irrigation channels, rehabilitating watershed

areas, and building new water retention zones. The

goal is to prevent a repeat of the severe floods of 2011

and to ensure sustainable water management. Some

projects will be implemented through public-private

partnerships (PPPs) due to budget constraints.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central bank to further ease

foreign exchange rules; focus on money

outflows for Thai citizens

(wt) The Bank of Thailand (BoT) intends to ease foreign

exchange regulations further to facilitate business

operations and improve the country's foreign

exchange ecosystem. In the fourth quarter of 2024, the

central bank will implement the third phase of its

foreign exchange ecosystem initiative, focusing on

money outflows for Thai citizens.

Key changes include increasing the annual outflow

limit from USD 50,000 to USD 200,000, reducing

restrictions on negative lists, and modifying foreign

exchange management rules under the national

pooling method. This method will allow businesses to

borrow in baht for both domestic and international

operations, providing more flexibility in foreign

exchange management.

Additionally, the BoT will relax rules for non-residents

under the Non-Resident Qualified Company (NRQC)

project, which currently includes 82 foreign companies.

The central bank's previous phases of the FX

ecosystem initiative (2019-2021 and 2022-2023) have

been positively received, with a 21.9 percent increase

in foreign currency deposit accounts.

The BoT aims to balance business ease with exchange

rate stability, supporting both businesses and

investors in managing foreign exchange risks. Recently,

the baht has shown fluctuations against the US dollar

due to varying expectations about the Federal

Reserve's interest rate policies. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Truckers under pressure from

influx of Chinese companies

(lm) Local Thai freight truck operators are facing

significant challenges due to the influx of Chinese

trucks and the operations of Chinese warehouses and

freight companies using Thai nominees. The Land

Transport Federation of Thailand (LTFT) has criticized

the impact of the ASEAN-China Free Trade Agreement

(ACFTA), which has increased the number of Chinese

trucks in Thailand.

Currently, Chinese trucks make up about 1 percent of

the total truck fleet in Thailand, and their numbers are

expected to rise by 1 percent annually. This

development comes at a time when local operators are

struggling with higher diesel prices, reduced hiring

rates, and an increase in transport fees by 3-9 percent.

In light of this, the LTFT plans to send a letter to

Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit to discuss

these issues and seek solutions.

In response to these concerns, the Department of

Land Transport (DLT) has reiterated that any company

wishing to operate non-fixed-route delivery trucks in

Thailand must adhere to Thai laws, including having a

majority of Thai shareholders and board members.

The DLT has stated that freight trucks from any

manufacturer, including Chinese ones, can operate in

Thailand as long as they meet regulatory standards

and are imported legally. Currently, there are

approximately 8,473 registered Chinese trucks in

Thailand, with some Chinese companies establishing

production bases in the country.

Additionally, under the memorandum of

understanding (MOU) for cross-border transport,

which is in effect from April this year to the end of

2026, each member country of the Greater Mekong

Subregion (except Myanmar) can issue up to 500 cross-

border road transport permits. Eleven Thai freight

operators with a combined fleet of 458 trucks have

applied for these permits and are expected to begin

operations next month. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government offers tax

incentives for talented Thais working

abroad to come home

(msz) The Thai Cabinet has approved a proposal from

the Finance Ministry to reduce personal income tax to

a maximum of 17 percent for Thai nationals working

abroad in key industries. This measure aims to attract
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these skilled individuals back to Thailand to support

the country's essential industries and overall economy.

To qualify for the tax incentive, individuals must have

worked abroad for at least two years, hold at least a

Bachelor’s Degree, and provide a letter of certification

from their employer or an employment contract as

proof of their employment abroad. Additionally, they

must return to Thailand during the enforcement

period of the revised tax law, which extends until the

end of December 2025. They should not have resided

in Thailand for at least two years prior to the law's

enforcement, or their combined stay in the country

should not have exceeded 180 days. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Health ministry calls for

separate law to restrict use and sales of e-

cigarettes

(wt) Deputy Public Health Minister Thanakrit Jitareerat

has called for a new law to specifically regulate the use

and sale of e-cigarettes in Thailand, citing the

ineffectiveness of current regulations. During a

discussion at the National Health Commission Office

(NHCO), he emphasized the need for synchronized

efforts across various agencies to ensure successful

enforcement.

The Public Health Ministry has a task force

investigating the issue, but no specific law addresses e-

cigarettes, leading to fragmented enforcement based

on different laws. Thanakrit described vaping as a

"serious threat to society" and criticized government

officials who continue to vape despite the ban,

hindering the crackdown.

NHCO chairman Banjerd Singkaneti suggested that

existing laws need clearer definitions to guide

authorities on enforcement. He also stressed that

government officials should be accountable if e-

cigarette sales are found in their jurisdictions.

The Office of the Consumer Protection Board reported

a significant increase in seized e-cigarettes, from

27,000 in 2020 to 100,000 in 2023. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government to recruit more

health workers over 10 years

(lm) Thailand's Public Health Minister Somsak

Thepsutin announced a 10-year strategic plan to
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address the shortage of healthcare workers, set to be

submitted to the cabinet. The plan aims to increase the

number of doctors, nurses, pharmacists, Thai

traditional medicine practitioners, and public health

workers by tens of thousands over the next decade.

Specifically, the goals are to add 31,074 doctors,

124,558 nurses, 9,800 pharmacists, 18,169 traditional

medicine practitioners, and 36,993 public health

workers. Strategies include boosting the number of

new nurses, improving work benefits, and bringing

retired nurses back into the workforce. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Defence Ministry launches

investigation after allegations of assault

by Army officers

(msz) Thailand’s Ministry of Defence has ordered an

investigation into allegations of assault by senior army

officers against privates at the 25th Cavalry Battalion of

the 4th Cavalry Regiment, King's Guard, in Chiang Mai.

The incident was brought to light after a victim's sister

reported it on Facebook. It is alleged that more than 10

privates were forced to stand naked in the rain for six

hours and were beaten, kicked, and stomped on by a

sergeant major first class and a corporal, who

appeared drunk.

Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang condemned the

excessive punishment and announced plans to meet

Army Chief Gen Charoenchai Hinthao to address

broader issues within the army. He urged a nationwide

commander-level meeting to ensure compliance with

ministry policies. A committee will be formed to

investigate the case and ensure fairness, transparency,

and public trust. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World] [The

Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Three landmines neutralized in

Phnom Dongrek sanctuary amid anti-

poaching patrol

(bk) Thai Army troops have successfully deactivated

three anti-personnel landmines in the Phnom Dongrek

wildlife sanctuary in Sisaket, Thailand's lower

northeastern province bordering Cambodia. The

landmines, discovered at the stump of a Siamese

rosewood tree, were found by wildlife officials and

Suranaree Task Force troops on a mission to prevent

illegal logging by Cambodian poachers. This operation

follows a recent incident in which a wildlife official lost

his leg after stepping on a landmine. The Director-
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general of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife

and Plant Conservation emphasized the need for

increased caution and coordination with the military

during border patrols. [Thai PBS World]

Vietnam: President To Lam confirmed as

new Communist Party secretary general

(wn) To Lam has been confirmed as the Communist

Party general secretary of Vietnam, following a 100

percent vote in his favor by the party's Central

Committee. Lam, a former security minister and

current president, stepped into the role temporarily

since July 18, the day before the passing of his

predecessor, Nguyen Phu Trong. He will serve as

general secretary until 2026, when the party's congress

selects permanent officeholders.

Lam's rise comes after a period of political turmoil and

the death of Trong, an anti-corruption crusader who

served both as general secretary and president from

2018 until 2021. This dual role concentrated significant

power in one individual, a practice more common in

communist China but not traditionally followed in

Vietnam, where power is distributed among four key

roles: general secretary, president, prime minister, and

parliament chief.

There is speculation whether Lam will retain both titles

or follow Vietnam's tradition of power distribution.

Some experts suggest that if Lam relinquishes the

presidency, it may go to a military veteran to balance

power within the elite circle, rather than another

member from the Ministry of Public Security, which

currently has significant representation in the

Politburo. [Reuters] [The Japan Times] [South China

Morning Post]

Central Committee expels four members, including Deputy

Prime Minister Le Minh Khai

In other developments, Vietnam's Deputy Prime

Minister Le Minh Khai has been dismissed from his

role as Secretary of the Party Central Committee and a

member of the Party Central Committee’s 13th tenure.

The decision followed a report by the Central

Inspection Committee and a proposal from the Central

Organizing Committee. Khai was found to have

violated party regulations and failed to set an example

in preventing and combating corruption and negativity.

Khai, 60, has held various significant roles, including

Government Inspector General and Deputy Prime

Minister since April 2021. He has overseen areas such
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as finance, banking, and macroeconomic management

policies.

At the same meeting, the Party Central Committee also

dismissed Dang Quoc Khanh, Minister of Natural

Resources and Environment; Nguyen Xuan Ky,

Secretary of the Party Committee of Quang Ninh

Province; and Chau Van Lam, Secretary of the Party

Committee of Tuyen Quang Province, for similar

violations. [Vietnam Express]

Vietnam: Court jails tycoon for 21 years

for USD 146 million fraud

(wn) Trinh Van Quyet, a former Vietnamese property

and aviation tycoon, was sentenced to 21 years in jail

for fraud and stock market manipulation worth USD

146 million. Quyet, the owner of the FLC empire, was

the leader among 50 defendants found guilty in this

major corruption case. The Hanoi court highlighted the

significant damage caused to investor trust and

societal anger due to the scam. Other defendants,

including Quyet's sisters and stock exchange officials,

received sentences ranging from 14 years in jail to 15-

month suspended sentences for fraud, stock market

manipulation, abuse of power, and publishing

incorrect information.

Quyet's fraudulent activities involved setting up stock

brokerages and manipulating stock values by placing

and canceling large share orders, pocketing over USD

146 million from 2017 to 2022. The court identified

25,000 victims of the fraud. In his final statement,

Quyet expressed remorse and acknowledged his illegal

actions, which he said would haunt him for life. Despite

his crimes, the court noted FLC's contributions to

economic development by creating jobs and investing

in remote areas.

This case is part of a broader national corruption

crackdown in Vietnam, which has recently led to severe

sentences for several high-profile figures, including a

death sentence for a top property tycoon and an eight-

year jail term for a soft drinks company head. [Voice of

America]

Vietnam: National Assembly chairman

requests thorough preparations for

remaining legislative sessions
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(wn) The Chairman of Vietnam’s legislator, the National

Assembly, called for thorough preparations for the

remaining three regular sessions of the 15th

legislature during a meeting with representatives of NA

committees for legal, judicial, and external affairs, the

NA Office, and the Institute for Legislative Studies. The

meeting aimed to review the performance of these

bodies since the beginning of the 15th NA in July 2021

and to discuss key tasks for the remainder of the term,

which runs until 2026.

According to the meeting report, the agencies have

completed 89 out of 109 tasks in the NA Party

Delegation's Action Programme and 131 out of 156

legislative tasks. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Three laws related to property

ownership expected to bring significant

changes

(wn) Three major new laws related to property

ownership, approved by Vietnam's National Assembly

in November last year and in January, are expected to

bring significant changes to the property market,

according to business insiders and experts. The new

laws include the 2024 Land Law, the 2023 Real Estate

Business Law, and the 2023 Housing Law. These laws

aim to create a more favorable environment for

property developers and their projects.

The new Land Law, approved on January 18, requires

that land funds for commercial housing projects

acquired through auctions or bids are only available

for large projects with adequate technical and social

infrastructure. Additionally, the state can recover lands

and put them up for bidding, favoring large developers

with proven capabilities. This will likely prompt smaller

players to merge or adapt to higher industry

standards, improving product quality and service.

Meanwhile, the 2023 Housing Law, passed on

November 28 last year, has removed several issues for

developers. For example, it allows social housing

developers to adjust rental prices based on the market

and streamlines the process to inspect and approve

projects. The new laws also adjust income

requirements for purchasing social housing units,

making it more feasible for qualified buyers. [Vietnam

News]
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Vietnam: Authority release democracy

activist from the prison

(wn) Vietnamese activist Pham Van Troi has completed

a seven-year sentence for "activities aimed at

overthrowing the government." Troi, a former

president of the Brotherhood for Democracy, was

arrested in July 2017 along with several other group

members. The Brotherhood for Democracy, founded in

2013, aimed to defend human rights and promote

democracy in Vietnam.

Despite his imprisonment, Troi remains unapologetic

about his activism. He highlighted the harsh conditions

he faced in Nam Ha prison, including forced labor,

poor food and medical care, and restrictions on

educational materials. Troi's health has deteriorated

significantly during his imprisonment, and he plans to

seek medical treatment. He is currently under police

surveillance while on probation. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Chinh urges

proactive monetary policies to boost

economy, ensure financial stability

(wn) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chinh has

urged the continuation of proactive, flexible, timely,

and effective monetary policies to foster socio-

economic development and ensure the safety of the

national financial and banking system. During a

meeting with the State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) and

other relevant ministries, Chinh emphasized the need

to review and adjust these policies to boost credit

growth and direct funds to key sectors while

controlling rising bad debts.

He stressed the importance of increasing the money

supply to stimulate economic growth, ensuring funds

are channeled into productive sectors. Chinh also

called for long-term solutions to prevent dollarization

and gold hoarding, promoting investment in

production and business instead. [Vietnam News]
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China condemns assassination of Hamas

leader Haniyeh, warns of regional turmoil

(rl) China has issued a strong condemnation following

the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in

Tehran, expressing deep concern over potential

regional instability. The Chinese foreign ministry

emphasized Beijing's opposition to the assassination,

with an emphasis on the need for resolving disputes

through dialogue and negotiation.

"China has always advocated resolving regional

disputes through negotiation and dialogue," the

ministry said. He highlighted Beijing's alarm that this

incident could lead to further chaos in the Middle East,

especially in light of China's recent efforts to broker a

Palestinian unity deal. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs The

People’s Republic of China] [See AiR No. 30, July/2024,

4]

Haniyeh was reportedly killed in an Israeli airstrike

while attending the inauguration of Iran's new

president. His death is a significant blow to Hamas and

complicates future negotiations with Israel amidst

escalating tensions in Gaza. While Iran and Hamas

have accused Israel of the assassination, Israel has yet

to make an official statement.

The attack has garnered sympathy from various Middle

Eastern nations, with Iran's new president, Masoud

Pezeshkian, condemning the assassination and

pledging to strengthen ties with Palestine.

Mousa Abu Marzook, a senior member of Hamas,

vowed retaliation for Haniyeh's killing, labeling the

assassination as "cowardly" and insisting it would not

go unanswered.

This development follows closely on the heels of

Israel's claim of eliminating Hezbollah's top military

commander, Fuad Shukur, in a separate airstrike,

further heightening fears of an expanding conflict in

the region. [Aljazeera] [South China Morning Post]
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Europe will obtain rare earth metals from

Solvay to become less dependent on

China

(jf) Belgian chemicals company Solvay has announced

plans to supply Europe with rare earth metals for

permanent magnets used in electric vehicles (EVs) and

wind turbines. This initiative, centered on their

refurbished plant in La Rochelle, France, aims to

decrease Europe's dependence on China.

Solvay confirmed that regular production at the La

Rochelle facility is set to begin in early 2025, with a goal

to meet 30 percent of Europe's demand for permanent

magnets by 2030. The facility will be the only one in

Europe capable of processing both light and heavy rare

earth materials at an industrial scale. Solvay is in

discussions with major European car manufacturers

and turbine makers to garner support from the entire

value chain. The company is also engaged in advanced

talks with the French government for potential

support, although details were not disclosed.

This initiative aligns with a new EU law that came into

effect in May, which aims to bolster the bloc's self-

sufficiency in critical materials currently dominated by

Chinese supply. The law sets targets for the EU to mine

10 percent of its annual critical mineral needs, recycle

25 percent, and process 40 percent domestically by the

end of the decade. Furthermore, it stipulates that no

more than 65 percent of rare earth supplies should

come from a single country, given that China currently

provides an estimated 95 percent of the EU's rare

earth needs.

Europe imports approximately 16,000 tons of rare

earth permanent magnets annually from China,

accounting for about 98 percent of the EU's demand,

according to a report by the European Raw Materials

Alliance.

Compared to other countries, the EU has been slower

in building supply chain resilience for raw materials.

For instance, Japan financed the development of Lynas,

now the largest Western producer of rare earths,

following China's unofficial ban on rare earth exports

to Japan a decade ago due to a geopolitical conflict.

[Reuters] [Financial Times]

Japan requests extradition of anti-whaling

activist Paul Watson from Denmark
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(rl) August 1, Denmark has received an extradition

request from Japan for Paul Watson, the 73-year-old

founder of Sea Shepherd, who was detained in

Greenland on an international arrest warrant. Watson,

known for his anti-whaling activism and direct action

tactics, faces charges stemming from a 2010

altercation with Japanese whaling ships (see AiR No.

30, July/2024, 4).

The Japanese justice ministry filed the request

following Watson's arrest in Nuuk, Greenland's capital,

where he docked for refueling on July 21.

The request will be reviewed by Greenland police to

determine its compliance with extradition laws before

the final decision by Denmark’s justice ministry.

Watson, featured in the reality TV series "Whale Wars,"

could face up to 15 years in prison if extradited and

convicted in Japan.

Watson’s lawyer, Francois Zimeray, argued that Japan's

move is a "personal vendetta" and warned that

extradition would violate the European Convention on

Human Rights due to Japan's alleged failure to meet

international standards for fair trials and prison

conditions.

On August 1, Japan also expanded its commercial

whaling activities to include fin whales, the second-

largest animal species on the planet. This decision,

criticized by Australia's government, adds to a catch list

that already includes minke, Bryde's, and sei whales.

According to a fisheries agency official, the rationale

behind this decision is based on the belief that there

are sufficient resources of fin whales, with a plan to

hunt 59 of them this year. [Xinhua News]

The extradition request has drawn significant public

attention, with French President Emmanuel Macron's

office urging Danish authorities against the extradition.

A French online petition for Watson’s release has

garnered over 675,000 signatures, and famed

environmentalist Jane Goodall has also called for his

release, highlighting his efforts to prevent inhumane

whaling practices. [abc news] [France 24] [The

Guardian]

Japan and Central Asia vow to uphold rule

of law

(rl) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan and leaders

from five Central Asian countries are set to emphasize

the importance of upholding the rule of law in a joint

statement after their upcoming summit in Kazakhstan.
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This move is seen as a strategic effort by Japan to

counter the influence of China and Russia in the

region.

During the summit, which will involve leaders from

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and

Turkmenistan, Kishida aims to reinforce Japan's stance

against unilateral changes to the status quo by force, a

clear reference to the regional activities of China and

Russia. The summit is part of Kishida's tour of

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Mongolia from August 3

to August 12.

The five Central Asian nations, all former Soviet states,

have significant ties with Russia, with Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan being members of the

Russian-led Collective Security Treaty Organization.

Additionally, China's economic influence in the region

has been growing under its Belt and Road Initiative,

making it a major trade partner for these countries.

Kishida is expected to pledge Japan's cooperation in

promoting decarbonization, developing logistics

networks, and nurturing human resources to support

sustainable economic development in Central Asia.

This effort aligns with Japan's broader strategy to

foster self-reliant growth in the region, reducing

dependency on China. In addition, Kishida plans to

announce an economic aid package for Central Asia,

which concerns the establishment of trade routes,

decarbonization and promotion of exchanges.

The Japanese government officials highlighted that this

summit and the resulting joint statement are crucial

steps in Japan's diplomatic efforts to maintain stability

and uphold international law in a region where

geopolitical tensions are high. [The Japan Times]

[Kazinform]

Germany to join United Nations

Command to monitor inter-Korean border

(ac) On August 2, Germany officially became the 18th

member of the United Nations Command (UNC) in

South Korea. The UNC primarily mediate affairs in the

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between South and North

Korea.

Boris Pistorius, German defense minister, vowed to

help protect South Korea’s border and highlighted the

interconnectivity between European security and Indo-

Pacific security in his speech during the accession

ceremony. [Deutsche Welle]
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South Korea not represented at annual

meeting of Inter-parliamentary Alliance

on China hosted by Taiwan

(ac) On August 2, Taiwan hosted the Inter-

parliamentary Alliance on China (IPAC) to discuss

China’s growing assertiveness in the South China Sea

49 lawmakers from 24 countries attended the event.

South Korea was not represented.  

Both of the South Korean inaugural co-chairs — former

lawmakers Ji Seong-ho and Oh Yeong-hwan —

dropped out of their respective races for South Korea’s

general election in April. Their replacements for IPAC

have yet to be found. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan joins Inter-Parliamentary Alliance

on China (IPAC) and vows to counter

China's threats

(jp) At the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China (IPAC)

summit in Taipei on July 30, Taiwan was officially

welcomed as a member of IPAC. IPAC Executive

Director Luke de Pulford announced that Democratic

Progressive Party Legislator Fan Yun and Taiwan

People's Party Legislator Chen Gau-Tzu would serve as

co-chairs of Taiwan's legislature within the alliance. 

IPAC is an international, cross-party alliance of

parliamentarians from democratic countries focused

on addressing the PRC's influence on global

democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. With

Taiwan's inclusion, IPAC now comprises over 250 cross-

party members from 40 countries. [Focus Taiwan 1]

At the summit, President Lai Ching-te reaffirmed

Taiwan's commitment to work with democratic nations

to counter China's threats and enhance semiconductor

supply chains. Lai highlighted China's military

intimidation, diplomatic pressure, cyberattacks, and

disinformation campaigns as threats to regional and

global stability. He emphasized Taiwan's role in

sustainable semiconductor supply chains, given its

leadership in advanced chip production. Lai also

highlighted Taiwan's commitment to self-defense and

economic security, noting plans to invest

approximately TWD 630 billion (USD 19.17 billion) in

national defense in 2025, a 5 percent increase from

2024. [Focus Taiwan 2]
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In his address, President Lai also criticized China's

misinterpretation of U.N. Resolution 2758 to justify its

military aggression against Taiwan. The resolution,

passed in 1971, recognizes the People's Republic of

China (PRC) as the only legitimate representative of

China to the United Nations (U.N. Resolution 2758). He

argued that Beijing's linkage of the resolution to its

"One China" principle aims to hinder Taiwan's

international participation.

Following his remarks, IPAC adopted a "model

resolution" to counter China's distortion of U.N.

Resolution 2758, emphasizing that the resolution does

not establish the One China Principle as international

law or affect Taiwan's participation in international

organizations. IPAC's statement emphasized that U.N.

Resolution 2758 does not mention Taiwan, address its

political status, or establish PRC sovereignty over

Taiwan. IPAC expressed support for Taiwan's

meaningful participation in U.N. agencies and the

sovereign choices of other countries regarding their

relationship with Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan 3]

Bangladesh invites Laos Prime Minister

Siphandone to visit Rohingya camps

(lm) Bangladesh has invited Laos Prime Minister

Sonexay Siphandone, the current ASEAN chairman, to

visit the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar to witness the

conditions of the 1.2 million refugees. The invitation

was extended by AK Abdul Momen, chairman of the

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs,

during the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in Vientiane.

Momen also sought renewed support from ARF

member states to facilitate the repatriation of

displaced Myanmar nationals.

Momen also held meetings with various foreign

ministers, including those from the US, China, Russia,

India, and the EU. Bangladesh currently co-chairs two

ARF priority areas: Disaster Relief and Counter

Terrorism and Transnational Crime. [The Daily Star]

European Union postpones the first round

of negotiations of Bangladesh

(sg) The European Union (EU) has postponed its first

round of negotiations with Bangladesh on a new

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) due to

the "prevailing situation" in the country. The decision

follows a statement by EU High Representative Josep
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Borrell condemning the Bangladeshi authorities'

"shoot-on-sight policy" during recent quota reform

protests, which have resulted in at least 200 deaths at

the time of writing on August 4. Borrell expressed

concern over unlawful killings and called for thorough

investigations and accountability. The negotiations,

initially set for September, have no rescheduled date.

Bangladesh exported USD 24 billion worth of products

to the EU in 2023, accounting for 58 percent of its total

exports, enjoying duty-free access due to its Least

Developed Country (LDC) status. Post-2026,

Bangladesh will need to meet human rights, labor

rights, democracy, and environmental conditions to

qualify for the Generalized Scheme of Preferences

(GSP) Plus, or face a 12.5 percent duty on exports to

the EU. [The Daily Star 1]

EU releases EUR 1 million aid for monsoon flood victims in

Bangladesh

At the same time, the EU recently allocated EUR 1

million (approximately USD 1.09 million) in

humanitarian aid to assist victims of recent monsoon

floods in northern Bangladesh. This funding is aimed

at addressing the urgent needs of vulnerable people in

the hardest-hit areas in the northeast and northwest

of the country.

This new funding adds to the over EUR 30 million

(approximately USD 32.7 million) already allocated to

Bangladesh earlier this year for various emergencies,

including support for the Rohingya population in Cox's

Bazar, recent heatwaves, and tropical Cyclone Remal.

The monsoon floods have affected up to 3.7 million

people in the northeastern part of Bangladesh, with

over 600,000 people estimated to need shelter. The

risk of further flooding remains high due to the

ongoing cyclone season. [The Daily Star 2]

Indian Space Research Organisation

enters into agreement with US comapny

for mission to international space station

(lm) The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)

has entered into a space flight agreement with Axiom

Space Inc. for its Axiom-4 mission to the International

Space Station (ISS). During their mission, the Indian

astronauts, referred to as "gaganyatris," will conduct

scientific research and technology demonstration

experiments aboard the ISS, in addition to participating

in space outreach activities.
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This collaboration follows a joint statement issued by

ISRO and NASA during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

official visit to the United States in June 2023, which

envisioned a joint ISRO-NASA mission to the ISS. [The

Print]

Pakistan backs Iran’s call for urgent OIC

meeting after assassination of Hamas

leader

(ht) Pakistan has backed a call by Iran for an

emergency meeting of the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) following the killing of Ismail

Haniyeh, the political leader of Hamas, in Tehran. The

meeting, scheduled for August 7 in Jeddah, Saudi

Arabia, will focus on the "crimes of the Israeli

occupation" and the "assassination of Haniyeh." The

OIC, representing 57 Islamic countries including

influential non-Arab states like Iran, Pakistan, and

Turkey, aims to serve as the collective voice of the

Muslim world. [Radio Free Europe]

This follows a phone conversation on August 3

between Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar

and Iran’s Acting Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani. Dar

highlighted Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s and the

National Assembly’s unanimous condemnation of the

atrocities in Gaza, emphasizing the importance of

international law and diplomatic norms among states.

[Radio Pakistan]

Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-Islami Chief Hafiz Naeem Ur

Rehman criticized the lack of response from Muslim

nations and called for significant actions against Israeli

aggression in response to Haniyeh’s assassination.

Similarly, National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz

Sadiq accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu of war crimes. [Daily Pakistan]

UN Security Council report highlights TTP-

Afghan Taliban collaboration in Pakistan

attacks

(tj) A recent United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

report has raised concerns about the continued

terrorist threat from Afghanistan affecting regional and

global security. In particular the report highlights the

escalating security threat in Pakistan from the Tehreek-

e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), noting increased collaboration

with the Afghan Taliban. The report states that with the

Taliban's acquiescence and sometimes direct support,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jrr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-jrj/


the TTP has intensified cross-border attacks targeting

Pakistani military installations. Over 800 attacks have

been reported in recent months.

The report indicates that the TTP could become an

umbrella organization for other terrorist groups due to

its increased support and collaboration with the

Taliban. The TTP, with 6,000 to 6,500 fighters, operates

camps in Afghanistan with Al-Qaeda and Taliban

involvement, using NATO weapons and night vision

capabilities.

Adding to the concerns, ISIL-Khorasan (ISIL-K) remains

a significant threat, with an estimated 2,000 to 6,000

fighters, despite losing territory and leadership. The

group aims to control Afghan territory to infiltrate

neighboring countries, expanding the terrorist threat

to Central Asia, Russia, and Iran. ISIL-K perceives the

Taliban as an ideological enemy, seeking to undermine

its credibility and promote sectarian divisions. [The

Express Tribune]

Extreme monsoon rains wreak havoc in

India, Pakistan

(lm/ht) Extreme monsoon rains have caused severe

flooding and destruction in India and Pakistan. In

Lahore, Pakistan's second-largest city, record rainfall of

360 millimeters in just three hours on August 1 led to

significant flooding, affecting homes and hospitals and

resulting in three deaths. The monsoon season has

claimed over a hundred lives in Pakistan, with 99

fatalities reported in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

in July.

In New Delhi, India, torrential rains submerged roads

and caused severe traffic disruptions. The city, home

to over 30 million people, saw nine deaths due to

electrocution, drowning, and building collapses. In less

than 24 hours, New Delhi received a fifth of its typical

monsoon rainfall. Earlier, three students died in a

flooded library, prompting public outrage.

The extreme weather has led to landslides in Himachal

Pradesh, killing three people and leaving at least 40

missing. In Kerala, landslides on July 30 swept away

entire villages in the Wayanad district, resulting in 200

deaths and over 180 people missing. The Indian

Meteorological Department reported 280 millimeters

of rain in Wayanad over two days, contributing to the

devastation. [Le Monde]
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IMF urges fiscal discipline, reform for Sri

Lanka’s 2025 budget

(sa) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has urged

Sri Lanka to implement revenue measures and

maintain spending restraint for the 2025 budget to

achieve a medium-term primary balance objective of

2.3 percent of GDP, essential for restoring the

country's debt sustainability. IMF Head of Mission

Peter Breuer emphasized the importance of tax

administration reforms, including the establishment of

a functioning VAT refund system for exporters by April

2025, and advised against new tax exemptions to

reduce corruption risks and revenue leaks. He

highlighted the necessity of maintaining energy prices

at cost-recovery levels to avoid fiscal costs.

The IMF team, which visited Sri Lanka from July 25 to

August 2, observed the critical need to protect the

poor and vulnerable through improved targeting and

better cash transfer coverage. The recent

parliamentary approval of the Public Financial

Management Act and Public Debt Management Act

was acknowledged as a milestone for improving fiscal

discipline and transparency. Developing a

comprehensive debt management strategy and an

integrated Public Debt Management Office is expected

to lower government financing risks.

Breuer noted the importance of prudent monetary

policy to anchor inflation expectations and safeguard

the Central Bank's independence. He also commended

progress in debt sustainability efforts, including

domestic debt restructuring and agreements with the

Official Creditor Committee and China EXIM Bank.

[Daily Mirror]

Cambodia: UNESCO to inspect forced

displacement at Angkor Wat

(to) The UNESCO World Heritage Committee has

recommended a team be sent to inspect alleged

forced displacement and rights abuses at Cambodia’s

Angkor Wat temple complex. The committee

expressed concern during its annual meeting in New

Delhi on July 24, following reports by Amnesty

International that around 40,000 people have been

forcibly evicted since 2022.

Cambodian authorities argue that these measures are

necessary to protect the site, which has been a

UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1992. Amnesty

International has called for an end to further evictions
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and for measures to ensure the respect of human

rights for affected communities. [Cambodia Daily]

Jokowi condemns assassination of Hamas

leader Ismail Haniyeh by Israel

(si) On August 1, Indonesian President Joko Widodo

strongly condemned the assassination of Ismail

Haniyeh, the head of the political bureau of Hamas, by

Israel. Speaking at the Indonesian Digital Finance

Economic Festival and Indonesia Creative Work

exhibition in Jakarta, Jokowi described the

assassination as an intolerable act of violence,

especially as it occurred in Tehran, Iran. He

emphasized that such actions are universally

unacceptable and called for global condemnation.

Haniyeh's assassination, confirmed by Hamas, took

place at his residence in the Iranian capital, where he

was attending the inauguration of Iran's new

president, Masoud Pezeshkian. The incident drew

widespread international criticism, with Palestinian

President Mahmoud Abbas condemning it as a

"cowardly and dangerous" act. Turkey's President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Russia's Deputy Foreign

Affairs Minister Mikhail Bogdanov also denounced the

assassination, warning it could escalate regional

conflicts and hinder ongoing peace negotiations. The

Indonesian Foreign Affairs Ministry echoed these

concerns, emphasizing the provocation's potential to

derail diplomatic efforts. [Antara]

Indonesia highlights smart city progress

at ASEAN meeting

(si) On July 31, Indonesia showcased its advancements

in smart city development at the 7th Annual Meeting of

the ASEAN Smart City Network (ASCN) in Luang

Prabang, Laos. The Indonesian delegation, led by

Amran, Director General of Regional Administration

Development from the Home Affairs Ministry,

presented progress in pilot cities like Banyuwangi

District, Makassar City, and Sumedang District. The

ASCN serves as a collaborative platform for cities

across ASEAN to leverage technology for smart and

sustainable urban development.

During the meeting, Sumedang highlighted its

achievement in reducing the stunting rate from 32.2

percent in 2018 to 7.89 percent in 2023 and improving

its e-Gov Index. Makassar showcased its "Sombere and
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Smart City" platform, telemedicine services, and digital

MSME development, while Banyuwangi discussed its

digital Public Service Mall and tourism enhancements.

Amran emphasized that support from ASCN members

and external partners, such as South Korea's Official

Development Assistance (ODA) Fund, will help

accelerate sustainable investment in Indonesia's smart

cities. [Antara]

ICC requests Philippines' assistance in

Drug War probe

(lm) The International Criminal Court (ICC) in early July

formally requested assistance from the Philippine

government to interview five individuals regarding

their roles in former President Rodrigo Duterte’s drug

war. Solicitor General Menardo Guevarra confirmed

this request on July 29 but noted that President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. had not responded. While the

Marcos administration is unlikely to grant the ICC's

request formally, it will not obstruct ICC prosecutors

from conducting their own investigation in the country.

The request comes as the ICC considers issuing

warrants of arrest. Among the individuals identified for

interviews are high-ranking police officials, including

Senator Ronald "Bato" dela Rosa, who was Duterte’s

PNP director general. The ICC's investigation covers the

period from November 1, 2011, to March 16, 2019,

including Duterte's time as Davao City mayor.

The Marcos administration has previously indicated no

legal obligation to cooperate with the ICC, and Vice-

President Sara Duterte-Carpio has opposed allowing

ICC officials into the country. The ICC had initially

started its examination in February 2018, leading

Duterte to withdraw the Philippines from the Rome

Statute in March 2018, effective a year later. Despite

the Duterte administration's efforts to defer the

investigation, the ICC's pre-trial chamber approved the

probe's resumption in January 2023, citing insufficient

action by Philippine authorities. The Marcos

government’s appeal against this decision is still

pending. [South China Morning Post]

Philippines, holds separate bilateral

exercises with Japan, United States in

South China Sea

(lm/rr) The Philippines and Japan conducted their first

joint military exercises in the South China Sea on
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August 2, following the signing of a significant military

pact last month that allows troop deployment on each

other’s territory. The exercises involved two vessels

from each country and included communications,

tactical maneuvering, and a photographic exercise.

China claims most of the South China Sea, a critical

trade route, despite competing claims from Brunei,

Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam. Japan,

while not claiming the South China Sea, has its own

maritime dispute with China over the Senkaku Islands

in the East China Sea. [The Japan Times]

Philippines, US navies hold joint exercise in South China

Sea

Of note, the exercise followed a similar one between

the Philippines and the United States earlier on July 31.

This exercise, part of ongoing joint maritime activities

since November, aimed to enhance communication

and operational coordination between the two navies.

It was held within the Philippines' exclusive economic

zone and included two vessels. [Reuters]

The exercise follows recent talks between U.S. State

Secretary Antony Blinken, Defense Secretary Lloyd

Austin, and their Philippine counterparts, during which

Washington pledged USD 500 million to strengthen

Manila's military and coast guard. Additionally, there is

potential for further US funding next year, with the

Philippines defense department showing interest in

purchasing US F-16 jets. [AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5]

Thailand, Vietnam compete for larger rice

market share in Philippines

(rr) Leading rice exporters Thailand and Vietnam are

vying for a larger market share in the Philippines due

to a faltering domestic supply. The Philippines, the

world's largest rice importer, is expected to import up

to 4.1 million tons of rice this year, significantly more

than its long-term average, due to poor harvests

caused by the El Nino weather pattern. In response,

Manila cut its rice import tariff from 35 percent to 15

percent in June to ease the impact on local consumers.

Vietnam has been the primary supplier, providing

about 80 percent of the Philippines' annual rice

imports. In the first six months of 2024, Vietnam

exported 3.2 million tons of rice to the Philippines, up

11 percent from the previous year. Vietnamese officials

have agreed to improve rice quality and increase

production to meet the rising demand in the

Philippines.
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Meanwhile, Thailand is making significant inroads, with

its rice exports to the Philippines increasing by 388

percent in the first half of 2024 compared to the same

period last year. Thailand shipped 300,000 tons of rice

to the Philippines during this time and expects to

export 8.2 million tons of rice overall this year. Thai

officials and the Thai Rice Exporters Association have

secured an agreement for the Philippines to import at

least 130,000 tons of Thai rice for the rest of the year.

[Nikkei Asia]

Moreover, Thai conglomerate Charoen Pokphand

Group (CP Group) plans to invest USD 1.5 billion in the

Philippines' agriculture sector. This new investment is

an addition to CP Group’s previously announced plan

to invest USD 2.5 billion in the Philippines and will

begin with the development of a 10,000-hectare

modernized mega farm. [Philippine News Agency]

Despite Thailand's recent success, competition

remains fierce. Thailand's rice yield is lower than

Vietnam's, allowing Vietnam to offer more competitive

prices. Vietnam's "25 percent broken" grade of white

rice, commonly purchased by the Philippines, is priced

around USD 30 per ton lower than the equivalent Thai

grade. [Nikkei Asia]

USD 40 million linked to email scam

recovered by Singapore, Timor-Leste

authorities and Interpol

(sm) In a collaborative effort, authorities from

Singapore, Timor-Leste, and Interpol recovered over

USD 40 million linked to a business email compromise

scam. The scam involved a Singapore-based

commodity firm employee who was deceived into

transferring USD 42.3 million to a fraudulent bank

account in Timor-Leste. The scam was discovered

when the genuine supplier informed the employee

that the payment had not been received, leading to a

police report on July 23.

Following the report, the Singapore Police Force (SPF)

engaged with Timor-Leste authorities and Interpol. On

July 24, the Anti-Scam Centre detected and froze USD

39 million in a Timor-Leste bank account.

Subsequently, Timor-Leste authorities recovered over

USD 2 million and arrested seven suspects involved in

the scam.

Steps are now being taken to return the stolen funds

to the victim in Singapore. [Singapore Police Force]

[CNA]
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Vietnam strengthens parliamentary

cooperation with Argentina, Chile

(wn) A delegation from the National Assembly of

Vietnam, led by Vu Hong Thanh, visited Argentina and

Chile from July 29 to August 4 to strengthen

parliamentary cooperation.

Argentina

In Argentina, the delegation met with the chairperson

of the Argentine Chamber of Deputies’ committee for

external relations and international cooperation, to

discuss enhancing bilateral parliamentary relations.

Thanh proposed accelerating negotiations for a free

trade agreement between Vietnam and the regional

trade bloc Mercosur, and suggested establishing a

direct flight route to boost investment, trade, and

tourism. The National Congress of Argentina launched

the Argentina-Vietnam Friendship Parliamentarians’

Group, chaired by Santiago Pauli, who pledged to

deepen cooperative relations and establish a bilateral

strategic partnership in industrial and agricultural

sectors.

Chile

In Chile, the delegation met with the president of the

Chilean Chamber of Deputies, to promote cooperation

between the two parliaments, exchange delegations,

and create a legal framework for economic and trade

cooperation. Both sides agreed to leverage their

legislative bodies to foster bilateral relations and

coordinate at multilateral parliamentary forums. The

delegation also met with the president of the Santiago

Chamber of Commerce, who committed to supporting

Vietnamese enterprises in exploring trade

opportunities, particularly in agriculture, fisheries,

renewable energy, and processing industries. [Vietnam

News]

North Korea appoints new ambassadors

to Singapore, Vietnam

(wn) North Korea has appointed new ambassadors to

Vietnam and Singapore after leaving the posts vacant

for years, leading to speculation about potential

diplomatic closures due to financial difficulties.

Ri Sung Guk has been named the new ambassador to

Vietnam, filling a position that had been vacant since

2019. This move signals North Korea's intent to
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strengthen ties with other communist states amid a

cooling relationship with Cuba. In March, a North

Korean delegation visited Vietnam, China, and Laos to

bolster relations.

Ri Kil Song, a former vice foreign minister, has been

appointed as the new ambassador to Singapore. This

comes amid reports from May 2023 that North Korea

had closed several diplomatic missions worldwide,

including in Uganda, Angola, the Democratic Republic

of Congo, Hong Kong, and Spain, likely due to financial

constraints exacerbated by international sanctions.

Despite the closures, North Korea's foreign ministry

maintains that the adjustments are a normal part of

diplomatic operations. As of May 2023, North Korea

had 53 foreign missions. The new appointments reflect

North Korea's ongoing efforts to maintain and expand

its international diplomatic engagements. [Radio Free

Asia]

Bhutan-India railway project moves

forward with detailed feasibility studies

(lm/gs) Feasibility studies for two railway links between

Bhutan and India, from Samtse to Banarhat and

Gelephu to Kokrajhar, are expected to be completed

by the end of this year. The North Frontier Railway

(NFR) of India, in collaboration with Bhutan's Ministry

of Infrastructure and Transport (MoIT), is working on

the design and alignment of the routes.

For the Gelephu to Kokrajhar link, spanning 70

kilometers, the Final Location Survey (FLS) is underway.

For the 16-kilometer Samtse-Banarhat link, the MoIT is

consulting with NFR to determine the best alignment,

with two proposed termination points under review.

These initiatives follow a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) signed between Bhutan and

India, attended by Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Bhutanese Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay.

The railway projects, anticipated to boost economic

activities and strengthen bilateral ties, also build on a

2008 announcement by then Indian Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh for the Nehru Golden Jubilee railway

link. [Kuensel 1]

Bhutan launches workshops to enhance exports to India

In related developments, a capacity-building workshop

titled was held in Thimphu on July 30 to facilitate

smoother export processes for Bhutanese exporters to

India. Organized by the Embassy of India in Thimphu,
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similar workshops are scheduled in Phuentsholing,

Gelephu, and Samdrupjongkhar. The workshops aim to

address Bhutanese exporters' challenges related to

certification, product standards, and accreditation for

agricultural exports to India.

India and Bhutan have a free trade regime under the

2016 Agreement on Trade, Commerce, and Transit,

with India being Bhutan's top trading partner. [Kuensel

2]

Cambodia and Hong Kong strengthen air

travel ties

(to) On August 1, Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee

announced increased flights to Cambodia following

meetings with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet.

Cathay Pacific Airways will start daily flights to Phnom

Penh from late October, aiming to boost tourism and

economic cooperation. During his visit, Lee

emphasized strengthening ties through high-level

exchanges and business cooperation activities, though

specifics on relaxing visa requirements were not

disclosed. [South China Morning Post]

Cambodia and Hong Kong strengthen

trade and investment ties

(to) On July 31, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet

and Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee met at the

Peace Palace in Phnom Penh to pledge increased trade

and investment cooperation. The leaders discussed

expanding relations in areas such as banking, finance,

technology, digital economy, tourism, education, and

people-to-people connectivity.

Following their talks, they witnessed the signing of two

memorandums of understanding focused on trade

and investment promotion. Lee heads a delegation of

officials and business leaders to Cambodia from July

30m 2024 until July 31, 2024 (see article above). Lee’s

visit to Cambodia is part of his Southeast Asian tour,

which includes stops in Laos and Vietnam​.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodia proposes Mekong-Lanchang

Women Entrepreneurship Centre
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(to) On August 1, Prime Minister Hun Manet

announced Cambodia’s proposal to establish the

Mekong-Lanchang Women Entrepreneurship Centre

during the ASEAN Women Entrepreneurs Forum. The

initiative aims to support networking,

entrepreneurship, and business development among

women in the region.

This proposal aligns with the 6th Rattanak Women

Plan, promoting gender equality and empowering

women and girls, in line with Cambodia’s national

policies and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development Goals.

Hun Manet emphasized the government’s

commitment to empowering Cambodian women and

creating a future where they can confidently achieve

their dreams with the necessary support and

resources. [Khmer Times]

Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen

calls for inclusive peace talks to resolve

crisis in Myanmar

(to) On August 1, Cambodian Senate President Hun

Sen emphasized the need to include all parties in

peace talks in order to resolve the Myanmar crisis

during a meeting with U Ko Ko Hlaing, special envoy of

junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

Min Aung Hlaing is a Burmese army general who has

led Myanmar since the February 2021 coup as

chairman of the State Administration Council (SAC).

Held in Phnom Penh, the discussion highlighted the

importance of inclusive dialogue, drawing parallels to

Cambodia’s own reconciliation efforts. Hun Sen urged

Myanmar’s military government to engage all

stakeholders, including non-political representatives, in

ASEAN meetings to maintain regional connections and

work towards a peaceful resolution.

He furthermore stated that Myanmar will become a

responsible democracy by holding free, fair and just

elections. Myanmar has been in turmoil since the

military coup in 2021, with recent escalations and an

extended state of emergency further complicating the

situation. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia and Japan strengthen defense

cooperation
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(to) Japanese Defense Minister Minoru Kihara and

Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha, who also

serves as deputy prime minister, met in Phnom Penh

in order to enhance defense cooperation and

exchanges between the two countries.

The defense chiefs agreed to promote multilateral

cooperation, including Japan-ASEAN partnerships. They

furthermore welcomed the upgrade of Japan-

Cambodia relations to a "comprehensive strategic

partnership" last year, marking the 70th anniversary of

diplomatic ties. [NIKKEI Asia]

US-China fentanyl cooperation advances

with senior-level talks in Washington

(rl) The US and China have committed to strengthening

dialogue and promoting comprehensive drug control

efforts following a high-level meeting in Washington.

This meeting marked the first senior-level interaction

of the US-China Counternarcotics Working Group,

established after the leaders' summit in November.

Delegations from both nations discussed ways to

strengthen coordination on law enforcement, disrupt

the illicit financing of transnational criminal

organizations, and expedite the scheduling of synthetic

drugs and precursor chemicals (see AiR No. 6,

February/2024, 1).

A White House statement on August 1 highlighted

discussions on measures to address the illicit diversion

of precursor chemicals, exchange information on

emerging threats, and advance progress in multilateral

forums. [The White House 1]

Jennifer Daskal, deputy assistant to the president and

deputy homeland security adviser, led the US

delegation, while Wei Xiaojun, director general of the

Ministry of Public Security's Narcotics Control Bureau,

headed the Chinese delegation.

The US-China Counternarcotics Working Group was

launched in January, following the 2023 summit in San

Francisco between Chinese President Xi Jinping and US

President Joe Biden. The leaders agreed to resume

bilateral anti-narcotics cooperation, which had been

stalled since former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit

to Taiwan in August 2022, to combat the global

manufacturing and trafficking of synthetic drugs,

including fentanyl. [The White House 2]

Since the resumption of cooperation, Chinese

authorities have taken significant actions, including
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shutting down websites, suspending business

accounts, and controlling new psychoactive

substances. In June, Chinese law enforcement arrested

a suspected money launderer working for a Mexican

drug cartel, based on US intelligence.

China imposed class-wide controls over all fentanyl-

related substances in 2019, leading to several

convictions for trafficking fentanyl to the US and

Canada because of joint investigations.[South China

Morning Post]

Bipartisan bill aims to block Chinese firms

from claiming US solar subsidies

(rl) A bipartisan group of U.S. lawmakers introduced

legislation to prevent Chinese solar panel

manufacturers from accessing subsidies intended for

American factories. The bill, known as the American

Tax Dollars for American Solar Manufacturing Act,

seeks to ensure that federal funds support domestic

manufacturing and not benefit Chinese firms that

dominate the global solar panel market.

"We cannot allow American tax dollars to go to Chinese

companies that cheat and undermine American solar

manufacturing," stated Senator Sherrod Brown, a

Democrat from Ohio. The bill was co-sponsored by

Democratic Senator Jon Ossoff of Georgia and

Republican Senators Rick Scott of Florida and Bill

Cassidy of Louisiana.

The legislation comes as major Chinese solar

companies are establishing factories in the U.S., taking

advantage of tax credits from President Joe Biden's

2022 Inflation Reduction Act.  

U.S. solar equipment manufacturers have struggled to

compete with low-cost imports from China and are

concerned about the growing influence of Chinese

companies in the U.S. market. The proposed legislation

aims to level the playing field and support domestic

producers by restricting access to federal subsidies for

foreign firms. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

US considers restrictions on China's

access to AI memory chips

(rl) The US is considering imposing new restrictions on

China's access to advanced AI memory chips,

potentially affecting major semiconductor

manufacturers like Micron Technology, SK Hynix, and
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Samsung. These measures, which could be

implemented as soon as next month, aim to curb

China's ability to procure high-bandwidth memory

(HBM) chips crucial for running sophisticated AI

programs.  The proposed restrictions also include the

equipment necessary for producing these chips.

The US has been cautious of China's technological

advancements to maintain US national security. The

targeted chips, such as HBM2, HBM3, and HBM3E, are

essential for powering AI semiconductors, including

those sold by industry leaders like Nvidia and AMD.

Micron Technology, largely unaffected due to its

previous limitations on exporting HBM products to

China after a 2023 ban, will see minimal impact.

However, the situation could be more challenging for

South Korean firms SK Hynix and Samsung, which

heavily rely on American technology from companies

like Applied Materials and Cadence Design Systems.

The US Department of Commerce has declined to

comment on the potential restrictions, and no final

decision has been made. The authorities might use the

Foreign Direct Product Rule (FDPR) to enforce these

controls, which allows the US to regulate foreign-made

products utilizing American technology.

If enacted, the new measures will not only prevent

direct sales of HBM chips to Chinese firms but also

pose questions about the legality of bundling high-end

memory chips with AI accelerators for sale in China.

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

World’s largest lithium producer calls for

state aid to compete with China

(rl) The world's leading lithium producer, Albemarle, is

calling for US government intervention to counter

China's dominance in the market for minerals essential

for electric vehicles. CEO Kent Masters of the US-based

company emphasized the urgent need for state and

car manufacturer support to compete with Chinese

firms following a significant downturn in lithium prices.

Masters highlighted that if the West aims to build

supply chains for electric cars, immediate action is

necessary. The price of lithium has dropped over 80

percent to below USD 12,000 per ton since the start of

2023 due to a global slowdown in electric vehicle sales

and increased supply.

Despite the Biden administration's Inflation Reduction

Act, which aims to reduce dependency on China for
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critical materials like lithium, Masters stated that the

legislation has not sufficiently supported Western

lithium producers. He stressed that the West must

either build competitive supply chains or risk China

maintaining control over these critical resources.

On July 31, Albemarle announced a second round of

cost-cutting measures, including mothballing a

production line and halting expansion at its Kemerton

lithium hydroxide refinery in Australia. This move will

lead to an impairment charge of approximately USD 1

billion and the loss of 300 jobs, reflecting China's

significant advantage in refining strategic minerals due

to lower costs, subsidies, and technical expertise.

[Ablemarle]

China processes 65 percent of the world's lithium,

benefiting from cheaper construction costs and

substantial government support. The challenges faced

by Albemarle, particularly in finding skilled workers for

its Kemerton plant, may prompt Western governments

to take action.

Australian resources minister Madeleine King pledged

to accelerate planned tax incentives for processing

critical minerals. Meanwhile, European companies like

AMG Critical Materials are also aiming to compete with

China by leveraging advanced technology to reduce

operating costs.

Masters emphasized that car manufacturers are

expected to pay a premium for lithium to secure tax

credits under the Inflation Reduction Act. However,

Albemarle reported a net loss of USD 188 million in the

second quarter, compared to a net income of USD 650

million the previous year, leading analysts to suggest

the company might need a USD 2 billion capital

injection to avoid breaching its debt covenant next

year. [Financial Times] [XM]

China sanctions US lawmaker

(jg) On July 31, China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs

announced that US lawmaker Jim McGovern has been

sanctioned, banning him and his family from entering

China and freezing any assets he has in the country.

The US has recently adopted a bipartisan law that

strengthens support for Tibet, as several countries in

the west have accused China of violating human rights

in the region.

McGovern, one of the authors of the bill, has been

especially targeted by this sanction as China further
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accuses him of often interfering in internal affairs over

the past few years. 

After the fall of the Qing dynasty, Tibet was a largely

autonomous region. China took control of it in 1951,

after which the Dalai Lama fled into exile in 1959.

[Hong Kong Free Press]

China, Italy oppose antagonism and

decoupling to collaborate on global issues

(jf) China and Italy have expressed a desire to

strengthen multilateral coordination, oppose division

and confrontation, and work together to address

global challenges, according to a Chinese Foreign

Ministry.

The statement came after Meloni concluded her five-

day visit to China, which lasted from July 27 to 31. The

visit was her first visit to China since taking office in

October 2022 and coincided with the 20th anniversary

of the comprehensive strategic partnership between

the two countries. It follows Italy's withdrawal from

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) last year (see AiR

No. 50, December/2023, 2).

During Meloni's visit to Beijing, Chinese President Xi

Jinping, Premier Li Qiang, and Chairman of the

National People's Congress (NPC) Standing Committee

Zhao Leji met with the Italian leader.

Discussions included global issues such as the war in

Ukraine, Middle East tensions, Indo-Pacific security,

artificial intelligence, climate change, and UN Security

Council reform. Xi expressed interest in Italian

investments in China and pledged to import more

high-quality Italian products.

The two nations signed a three-year action plan to

implement past agreements and experiment with new

forms of cooperation in trade and investment,

industrial manufacturing, technological innovation,

green energy, artificial intelligence, and other fields.

The action plan reflects Meloni’s efforts to reset

relations with China following the withdrawal from the

BRI initiative and to attract Chinese investment in auto

manufacturing and other sectors. [Global Times] [AP]

[AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5).

China and India to accelerate border

negotiations
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(rl) China and India have agreed to expedite

negotiations concerning their disputed Himalayan

border, aiming to maintain peace and stability in the

region. This decision emerged from the 30th meeting

of the China-India Border Affairs Consultation and

Coordination Working Mechanism held in New Delhi

on July 31.

Hong Liang, Director-General of the Department of

Boundary and Ocean Affairs of China’s Foreign

Ministry, and Gourangalal Das, Joint Secretary of the

East Asia Division of India’s Ministry of External Affairs,

co-chaired the meeting. Officials from various

government agencies, including foreign affairs,

national defense, and immigration, attended the

meeting.

Both sides agreed to actively implement the common

understandings reached at the recent bilateral meeting

between their foreign ministers. They focused on

specific border issues, accommodating each other's

legitimate concerns, and aiming for an early mutually

acceptable solution.

The agreement includes maintaining communication

through diplomatic and military channels,

strengthening negotiation mechanisms, speeding up

the negotiation process, and improving the border

situation to promote stable and healthy China-India

relations. Both parties also committed to strictly

adhering to existing agreements to maintain peace and

tranquility in the border areas. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs The People’s Republic of China] [Ministry of

External Affairs India]

Both countries emphasized the importance of

maintaining tranquility in the border areas while

negotiations proceed. This move reflects a mutual

understanding to prevent further escalations and

foster a more cooperative relationship. [Reuters]

China rejects German accusations of

conducting cyberattack

(rl) The Chinese embassy in Berlin has dismissed

accusations from Germany regarding a 2021

cyberattack on a German government agency. In a

statement released on August 1, the embassy labeled

the allegations as "groundless" and accused Germany

of "anti-China political manipulation." This comes after

Germany accused China of cyber espionage targeting

its federal cartography agency and summoned

Beijing's ambassador to lodge a complaint. [Botschaft
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der Volksrepublik China in der Bundesrepublik

Deutschland, in German]

Germany joins a growing list of countries, including the

United States, Britain, Canada, the Netherlands, the

Philippines, and New Zealand, which have accused

China of cyber-espionage activities. In response, China

has consistently denied any involvement in such

actions and maintains that it, too, has been a victim of

cyberattacks.

The Chinese embassy's statement reiterated China's

firm opposition to all forms of hacker attacks and

emphasized that China does not permit any country or

individual to engage in cyberattacks from within its

territory or using its infrastructure. The embassy called

on Germany to cease its "anti-China political

manipulation and public opinion smears" under the

guise of cybersecurity concerns.

The German Interior Ministry attributed the

cyberattack to Chinese state actors based on

intelligence services' information. Despite these claims,

China continues to deny all such accusations and

stresses its commitment to combating cyber threats.

[AP] [Reuters]

Russia, China conduct joint naval exercise

in Gulf of Finland

(dql) On July 30, Chinese warship Jiaozuo, a Type 052D

guided-missile destroyer joined the Russian corvette

Soobrazitelny in anti-mine and search and rescue

operations in the Gulf of Finland.

The Gulf of Finland, separating NATO members Finland

and Estonia, is accessible from St. Petersburg. Finland,

sharing a 1,330km border with Russia, joined NATO

last year following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. NATO

has been closely monitoring China's military

cooperation with Russia, including recent joint naval

patrols near South Korea’s Jeju Island and exercises

near Zhanjiang, China.

This comes shortly after Chinese troops also

participated in an anti-terrorist exercise with Belarus, a

key Russian ally, near the Polish border and close to

Ukraine (see article in this edition). This drill occurred

shortly after Belarus accession to the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization and NATO's Washington

Summit Declaration, which expressed concern over

China's deepening partnership with Russia and its

support for Russia’s defense industry. [South China

Morning Post]
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Canadian frigate conducts Taiwan strait

transit amid Chinese protests

(rl) The Canadian frigate HMCS Montreal (FFH-336)

navigated the Taiwan Strait on July 31, prompting a

critical response from China.

The transit, announced by the Canadian Joint

Operations Command on social media platform X, was

part of Canada’s Operation Horizon under its Indo-

Pacific strategy. “Our activities promote peace,

resilience, and security in the Indo-Pacific,” stated the

Canadian Joint Operations Command in a subsequent

post. [X]

HMCS Montreal, which has been deployed in the Indo-

Pacific, made a port call in South Korea and carried out

bilateral operations with the USS Ralph Johnson (DDG-

114) in the East China Sea. The transit was monitored

by China’s People Liberation Army (PLA) air and naval

forces, according to the South China Morning Post.

China has lodged official complaints with Canada via

military and diplomatic channels following a Canadian

warship's recent transit through the Taiwan Strait. The

Chinese defense ministry described the action as

causing "disturbance and stirring up trouble." [Ministry

of National Defense of the People’s Republic of China]

In a statement, the ministry emphasized the

importance of adhering to the One-China Principle.

"We warn Canada that it should abide by the One-

China Principle and be cautious in its words and deeds

regarding the Taiwan issue”.

The PLA Eastern Theatre Command condemned the

transit, claiming it caused instability in the Taiwan

Strait and undermined peace. He also accused Canada

of "hyping up" the transit. [USNI News] [Reuters]

Chinese companies begin work on DRC

road projects under a revised mining

agreement

(jf) Chinese companies have initiated three major road

construction projects in the Democratic Republic of

Congo (DRC) as part of a revised minerals-for-

infrastructure agreement. These projects aim to

connect resource-rich regions to the capital, Kinshasa.
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In June, construction commenced on a USD 300 million

ring road in Kinshasa. This 63-kilometer project is

designed to connect the southwest and southeast ring

roads, alleviating traffic congestion in the city.

This development follows an agreement between

Sinohydro Corporation and China Railway Group to

invest up to USD 7 billion in infrastructure, a part of

the restructured Sicomines copper and cobalt joint

venture.  

A second groundbreaking ceremony was held earlier in

July in the village of Nguba, in the southeastern

province of Lualaba, for a second project under the

deal – an upgrade of the 900km Mbuji Mayi-Nguba

Road which is part of the N1 National Road linking

Kinshasa and Lubumbashi, the DRC’s mining capital.

A third project started in early July – an upgrade of the

230km Kananga-Kalamba Mbuji Road that goes to the

border with Angola and expected to be used to

transport mineral resources to the ports. [South China

Morning Post]

Uber and Chinese Tesla rival BYD reach an

EV agreement

(jf) American multinational transportation company

Uber has announced a significant partnership with

China's BYD to integrate 100,000 electric vehicles (EVs)

into its global fleet. The collaboration aims to

incentivize Uber drivers to transition to electric cars by

providing discounts on maintenance, charging,

financing, and leasing.

This multi-year agreement will first be implemented in

Europe and Latin America, followed by expansions into

the Middle East, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

The announcement coincides with a global slowdown

in EV sales and increasing import tariffs on Chinese

vehicles in the U.S. and European Union.

The partnership aims to lower the overall cost of EV

ownership for Uber drivers, promoting the widespread

adoption of electric vehicles on Uber's platform and

offering millions of riders access to greener

transportation options, the companies stated.

Additionally, Uber and BYD plan to collaborate on

integrating BYD's self-driving technologies into Uber's

platform.

Earlier this year, Uber announced its collaboration with

Tesla to boost EV adoption among U.S. drivers and

revealed plans to develop a custom-built EV with South
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Korean car manufacturer Kia. In response to recent

tariff hikes by the U.S., EU, and other key markets

targeting China-made EVs to protect domestic car

industries, BYD and other Chinese EV manufacturers

have begun expanding their production facilities

beyond China. [BBC]

China's Huasun and Italy's Bee Solar

collaborate on solar panel components

(jf) On August 2, Milan-based Bee Solar and China’s

Huasun have entered into a cooperation agreement in

the photovoltaic sector, as announced by Italy's

industry ministry. This deal is part of a larger alliance

with the Chinese industry ministry.

Chinese solar components currently dominate the

European market due to their affordability, raising

concerns about Europe's potential over-reliance on

Beijing's products and technologies to achieve its

decarbonization objectives. To address these concerns,

the Italian government has supported initiatives by

domestic solar component producers and is facilitating

partnerships with Chinese manufacturers.

Bee Solar plans to establish a photovoltaic production

hub in Italy, leveraging Huasun’s technology and

expertise. The construction of this facility is scheduled

to begin by March 2025. Huasun aims to strengthen its

presence in the European market through this

collaboration with Bee Solar.

The agreement follows Italian Prime Minister Giorgia

Meloni's recent visit to China, which has already

resulted in a deal between EuroGroup Laminations

and Hixih in the automotive sector. [Reuters]

India summons Sri Lanka's envoy after

maritime collision

(lm/sa) India summoned the Sri Lankan envoy on

August 1 to protest following a fatal collision between

an Indian fishing boat and a Sri Lankan naval vessel.

The incident, which occurred 5 nautical miles north of

the disputed island of Katchatheevu, resulted in the

death of one Indian fisherman, with another missing.

Katchatheevu is a small, uninhabited island located in

the Palk Strait between India and Sri Lanka. In 1974,

India ceded the island to Sri Lanka through a bilateral

agreement. The decision was ratified by the Indian
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government without parliamentary approval, which

has been a point of contention within India.

Another agreement followed in 1976, delineating the

maritime boundaries and barring Indian fishermen

from fishing in the waters around Katchatheevu.

Despite the ban, fishermen from both countries

occasionally violate the pact.

Against this backdrop, and in light of the fatal collision,

India emphasized the importance of addressing

fishermen's issues humanely. Meanwhile, Sri Lanka's

Foreign Minister Ali Sabry expressed a desire to avoid

escalation and work with New Delhi to find a

permanent solution, acknowledging the impact on

livelihoods and lives. [Nikkei Asia]

India's Goa Chief Minister orders removal of unauthorized

Sri Lankan casino hoardings

Adding to bilateral woes, the chief minister of India's

coastal Goa state has assured that unauthorized

hoardings promoting Sri Lankan casinos and online

gaming will be removed. Sawant stated that the

advertising policy would soon be finalized, and actions

would be taken in coordination with the police and

home department to ensure compliance. He

emphasized that the government does not benefit

from these advertisements and will not allow them.

[Daily Mirror]

Indian authorities bust smuggling ring

In related developments, the Indian Narcotics Control

Bureau (NCB) recently disrupted a significant drug

smuggling ring with the seizure of methamphetamine

worth USD 8 million near Chennai. The operation led

to the arrest of three individuals. The investigation

revealed that the drugs were sourced from Moreh in

Manipur and destined for Sri Lanka, indicating an

international drug trafficking network. Subsequent

searches by the NCB resulted in the seizure of an

additional 1.5 kg of methamphetamine and

approximately 1.75 kg of gold. The trio has been

placed under judicial custody as the investigation

unravels further details of this smuggling network.

[Colombo Gazette] [Times Of India]

India's Foreign Contribution Regulation

Act delays key US-India development

project

(lm) The Gandhi-King Development Foundation, part of

a USD 40 million initiative to strengthen India-United
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States ties through the legacies of Mahatma Gandhi

and Martin Luther King Jr., is facing obstacles due to

India's Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA).

The foundation's focus will align with India's

development priorities, addressing issues such as

climate change, tuberculosis, water and sanitation, air

pollution, education, and women's empowerment.

USAID has committed USD 29 million in seed funding,

contingent on matching contributions from the Indian

private sector.

The initiative, signed into law by former US President

Donald Trump, includes an exchange program and a

global academy, both of which are operational. After a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on

June 17, in the presence of India's National Security

Advisor Ajit Doval and his US counterpart Jake Sullivan,

preliminary work on the foundation began. [The

Hindu]

However, establishing the foundation in India has been

delayed due to concerns over FCRA compliance.

Historically, FCRA permissions have been contentious,

with the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) often

scrutinizing foreign funding for research on sensitive

topics. For example, Amnesty International faced the

suspension of its FCRA license, leading to the cessation

of its India operations. The government alleged

financial irregularities, which Amnesty denied, citing a

crackdown on dissent as the real reason. Greenpeace

India has also faced FCRA-related issues, with its

accounts frozen multiple times. The government

accused Greenpeace of working against national

interests, while Greenpeace claimed it was targeted for

its environmental activism.

Despite these challenges, both sides hope to establish

the foundation by October 2024. [The Hindu]

Prabowo visits Türkiye and Russia, among

other stops

(si) Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto

met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in

Ankara, Turkiye, to discuss bilateral cooperation and

the potential expansion of partnerships, including in

the defense sector. During their closed-door meeting

on July 30, Prabowo highlighted Turkiye's importance

as a strategic partner and emphasized Indonesia's

commitment to strengthening their historical

friendship. Erdogan congratulated Prabowo on his

victory in the 2024 Presidential Election, with Prabowo
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set to be inaugurated as Indonesia's President on

October 20, 2024.

Prior to this meeting, Prabowo had discussions with

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan and Defense

Minister Yaşar Güler. The meetings form part of

Prabowo's series of foreign visits, which also included

stops in Paris, France, and Belgrade, Serbia. Prabowo

expressed his appreciation for the warm reception

from the Turkish Government. [Antara]

A day after, Prabowo Subianto, met with Russian

President Vladimir Putin in Moscow to discuss

strengthening bilateral relations. Prabowo emphasized

the importance of enhancing partnerships with Russia

in areas such as energy and defense. He described

Russia as a great friend and expressed his desire to

maintain and deepen this relationship.

Putin noted the growing economic ties between Russia

and Indonesia despite Western sanctions and other

global challenges, highlighting the positive trend in

their trade relations. Prabowo has been actively

engaging in diplomatic efforts, having met with

Japanese Prime Minister Kishida Fumio in April to

discuss increased cooperation on national security and

other issues. Prabowo aims to strike a diplomatic

balance and strengthen ties with various countries to

maximize Indonesia's national interests. [NHK]

Indonesia and Jordan discuss expanding

migrant worker placement system

(si) On July 25, Indonesian Manpower Minister Ida

Fauziyah met with Jordan's Ambassador to Indonesia,

Sudqi Atallah Abdel Qader Al Omoush, in Jakarta to

discuss the placement of Indonesian migrant workers

through the One-Channel Placement System (SPSK).

They explored reopening the placement scheme

previously implemented with Saudi Arabia and using

the existing memorandum of understanding (MoU)

between Indonesia and Saudi Arabia as a model for a

potential MoU between Indonesia and Jordan.

Fauziyah emphasized that Indonesia sends skilled

migrant workers to various countries, including Japan,

South Korea, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, and Germany,

through four placement schemes: government-to-

government cooperation, private-to-private schemes,

inter-corporate transfers, and individual placements.

She highlighted the importance of ensuring that

Indonesian workers are skilled and certified in their job

fields, especially in the formal sector. Fauziyah

expressed optimism that the meeting would foster
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new opportunities for mutually beneficial employment

cooperation between Indonesia and Jordan. [Antara]

Indonesia and Japan to strengthen

cooperation in nursing sector

(si) Indonesia's Ministry of Manpower is advancing

cooperation with Japan in the nursing sector,

particularly focusing on placing Indonesian migrant

workers in Japan. Secretary-General Anwar Sanusi

highlighted the significant demand for nurses in Japan

during a meeting with representatives from Japan's

nursing industry on August 2, 2024. Sanusi emphasized

the importance of this partnership, especially given

Japan's aging population.

Negotiations are underway to extend the

Memorandum of Cooperation on Specified Skilled

Workers (MoC SSW), which was previously discussed in

Tokyo. At the meeting, Koji Kurusu, CEO of the Azalee

Group, expressed a strong interest in increasing the

number of Indonesian nurses in Japan. He proposed

collaboration in areas such as training programs, job

creation, and technology exchange, and offered to

share Japan's experiences in managing an aging

population. [Tempo]

Indonesian army launches anti-drug

program at Malaysia border

(si) Indonesian army personnel stationed at the

Indonesia-Malaysia border in West Kalimantan are

ramping up efforts to combat drug trafficking by

engaging local community leaders. Brig. Gen. Luqman

Arief, Commander of the 121/Abw Military Command

Post, launched the "Anti-Drug Embrio Radar" Program

on Friday at the Badau Integrated Cross-Border Post

(PLBN) in Kapuas Hulu District. The initiative aims to

prevent drug smuggling along the border, leveraging

the influence of local community figures and tribal

leaders to protect the youth from drug addiction. Arief

highlighted the vulnerability of the land border to

transnational drug trafficking due to the presence of

shortcuts and stressed the importance of community

involvement, encouraging locals to report any

suspicious activities.

On May 30, nine army personnel arrested five

members of a Malaysia-Indonesia drug syndicate in

West Kalimantan, seizing 21.2 kilograms of

methamphetamine. Among the suspects, two were
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Malaysian citizens and three were Indonesian

residents of West Kalimantan. The seized drugs were

handed over to the National Narcotics Agency (BNN)

for further investigation. The Indonesian market is

seen as lucrative for drug traffickers due to the

country's large population and widespread drug use,

with the drug trade's value estimated at around IDR 66

trillion (approximately USD 4.2 billion). [Tempo]

US military report cites device failure as

cause of Osprey crash in Japan

(rl) The US military has identified a device failure and

pilot misjudgment as the causes of the CV-22 Osprey

crash off Yakushima Island, Japan, last November.

At the time, it was on a routine training mission when it

went down. A later phone call with the Ministry of

Defense of Japan confirmed that one of the eight

missing crewmen was killed, and that the Osprey had

been en route to Kadena Air Base, Okinawa. [Stars and

Stripes 1]

The crash was triggered by a failure in the proprotor

gearbox, which transmits engine power to the rotor.

Fragments of broken gears jammed other gears,

causing the failure. Despite this, the pilot continued

flying instead of making an emergency landing, further

contributing to the accident.

Following the crash, the US military grounded all

Osprey aircraft, resuming flights in March after

implementing safety measures.

The Japanese Transport Ministry has been informed

about the issue, as six of the affected models are also

certified in other countries. [abc news] [Nippon.com]

Philippines and Japan conduct first joint

military exercises in South China sea

(rl) August 2, Philippines and Japan conducted their

first joint military exercises in the South China Sea,

marking a significant collaboration amid rising tensions

with China over regional maritime claims.

The exercises took place within the Philippines'

exclusive economic zone and followed similar drills

between Manila and Washington, with US announcing

on July 30 that it will provide USD 500 million funding

to boost Philippine defenses and progress in military

intelligence sharing pact. [abc news]
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“This activity was part of the ongoing efforts to

strengthen regional and international cooperation

towards realising a free and open Indo-Pacific," the

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) stated on its drill

with Japan. The joint exercises included two vessels

from each country, focusing on communications,

tactical maneuvers, and photographic exercises.

Last month, the Philippines and Japan signed the

Reciprocal Access Agreement, a military pact allowing

for the deployment of forces on each other's soil after

mutual concerns about China’s presence in the South

China Sea. [AP] [Reuters]

Laos, UK deepen climate cooperation

(dql) On July 26, Laos and the United Kingdom signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the Green

Economy Framework. The signing took place during a

bilateral meeting at the National Convention Centre in

Vientiane, coinciding with the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’

Meeting.

The MoU was signed by Laos’ Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Saleumxay Kommasith,

and the UK’s Secretary of State for the Foreign,

Commonwealth and Development Office, Rt Hon David

Lammy MP.  

Under the agreement, both nations agree to promote

the reduction of carbon emissions in economic

activities to achieve cleaner, more sustainable

industrial practices and advance environmental

protection; to incorporate climate risk assessments

into policy and planning to enhance resilience against

climate change; to empower communities to adapt to

and withstand the impacts of climate change; to

reduce dependency on fossil fuels and promote

renewable energy sources; and to upholding open,

connected, and rules-based markets within the green

economy.  [The Star]

Malaysian, Thai police reaffirm cross-

border crime cooperation

(dql) The Royal Thai Police and the Royal Malaysia

Police will continue collaborating to combat cross-

border crime and enhance cooperation in policing

affairs. This commitment was reinforced during the

27th Departmental Review of the Joint Thailand-

Malaysia Working Committee Meeting on Criminal

Activities, held on August 6.
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Both countries will continue to exchange intelligence,

resources, and expertise to combat cross-border

crime. This year's meeting focused on nine key areas:

smuggling and trafficking of firearms, stolen vehicles,

human trafficking, illegal immigration, economic

crimes, cybercrimes, drug smuggling and trafficking,

border safety, maritime crimes, terrorism, and training

and capacity building. [The Star]

SAARC Secretary General MD Golam

Sarwar on introductory visit to Maldives

(sa) MD Golam Sarwar, who began his term as the 15th

Secretary General of the South Asian Association for

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in October 2023, is

currently visiting the Maldives on an introductory trip

from August 4 to August 8. Sarwar is making courtesy

calls on President Mohamed Muizzu, Foreign Minister

Moosa Zameer, and Foreign Secretary Fathimath Inaya.

[the edition]

SAARC is an organization of South Asian nations

established to promote regional cooperation and

development in various fields such as economic, social,

cultural, technical, and scientific areas. SAARC

comprises eight member countries: Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan,

and Sri Lanka.

The effectiveness of SAARC has been significantly

impacted by political tensions between India and

Pakistan. These tensions have often led to a deadlock

in decision-making and hindered the progress of

regional cooperation initiatives.

Maldives Tourism Minster meets Indian

counterpart for tourism promotion

(sa) Maldives' Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal met with

his Indian counterpart Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

to discuss enhancing tourism cooperation between the

two countries. They explored strategies to boost travel

and tourism exchanges, emphasizing the benefits of

stronger bilateral ties in this sector. Faisal, who was on

a visit to India, inaugurated the Welcome India

Roadshow aimed at boosting Indian tourist arrivals in

Delhi, Mumbai, and Bangalore. [the edition]

Although India topped tourist arrivals to the Maldives

last year, this year's numbers have dropped

significantly due to previous diplomatic issues. The
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tensions began escalating in January, when three

Maldivian deputy ministers made derogatory

comments about Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on social media. This incident led to a significant

backlash in India, with calls for a boycott of the

Maldives and the promotion of alternative destinations

like Lakshadweep.

New Maldivian High Commissioner in

Singapore

(sa) Maldivian High Commissioner Mohamed Luveiz

has presented his credentials to Singapore’s President

Tharman Shanmugaratnam. This formal ceremony

marks the beginning of Luveiz's diplomatic mission in

Singapore. Both nations are expected to strengthen

their bilateral ties through enhanced cooperation in

various sectors, including trade, tourism, and

education. [Sun Online]

Maldivian national found dead in Bangkok

hotel; investigation underway

(sa) A Maldivian national has been found dead in a

hotel in Bangkok, Thailand. Thai police are

investigating the incident, and a postmortem is

expected to determine the cause of death. [the edition]

Chinese ambassador Nepal accused of

breaching diplomatic decorum while

using social media

(lm) Chinese Ambassador to Nepal, Chen Song, has

been criticized for his use of social media, particularly

his blunt and provocative statements on the platform X

(formerly Twitter), which some see as breaching

diplomatic decorum. Chen, who took office in January

2023, has stirred controversy with his remarks,

including challenging a journalist on Chinese loan

interest rates and commenting on the loss of a magnet

during a search operation in Nepal.

These actions have led to calls from Nepali lawmakers

for him to be summoned for explanations. Critics

argue that his behavior goes against the Vienna

Convention on Diplomatic Relations and traditional

diplomatic practices. Despite the backlash, Chen

remains unapologetic, defending his comments as

facilitating search efforts. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Mongolian foreign minister and US

counterpart hold official talks

(to) On August 1, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken

and Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh

held official talks in Mongolia’s capital Ulaanbaatar as

part of Blinken’s official visit to Mongolia. This meeting

follows their first Comprehensive Strategic Dialogue in

Washington, D.C. on July 23, co-chaired by Blinken and

Battsetseg.

The discussions in Ulaanbaatar reaffirmed the

commitment to the Strategic Third Neighbor

Partnership, a framework formalized with the

introduction of the "Mongolia Third Neighbor Trade

Act" in 2023, promoting duty-free treatment for certain

imports from Mongolia (see AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5).

Key outcomes on the meeting between Blinken and

Batmunkh included the establishment of a

professional center for English teachers in

Ulaanbaatar, the scheduling of an Energy Dialogue to

discuss renewable energy projects, and the extension

of the Mongolia-US Child Protection Compact

Partnership until 2025. [Mongolian News Agency 1]

The Child Protection Compact Partnership was signed

on April 2, 2020, by the US and Mongolia. The four-year

agreement focuses on prosecuting traffickers,

providing trauma-informed care for victims, and

preventing child trafficking in Mongolia. [U.S. Embassy

in Mongolia]

Both sides also discussed enhancing Mongolia’s

investment environment and the potential for direct

flights between the two countries. [Mongolian News

Agency 2]

Blinken’s visit included courtesy calls on President

Khurelsukh Ukhnaa and Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene

Luvsannamsrai, emphasizing the deepening of

political, economic, and security cooperation under

Mongolia’s Third Neighbor Policy, which aims to build

relationships with countries beyond Russia and China:

the two powers that have historically exerted their

influence over the country (see AiR No. 31, July/2024,

5).

US Secretary of State Blinken meets

Access program alumni in Mongolia
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(to) During his official visit to Mongolia on August 1, US

Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken met with alumni

representatives of the Access Program from

Uvurkhangai aimag. The visit is part of the

Comprehensive Strategic Dialogue between the two

nations (see article above).

The Access Program, implemented in Uvurkhangai

since 2019, aims to provide basic English language

skills to teens and young adults from low-income

families. Blinken announced the launch of the US-

Mongolia Excellence in English Initiative, which

includes opening an English training center at the

Mongolian National University to enhance English

teaching standards and increase the number of

participants and teaching professionals. Since its

inception in 2004, the Access Program has involved

around 150,000 students from 80 countries.

[Mongolian News Agency]

Mongolian and Swiss presidents

strengthen bilateral relations

(to) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa

welcomed Swiss President Viola Amherd for a state

visit from August 2-4.

The leaders held a meeting at the State Palace in

Ulaanbaatar, expressing mutual satisfaction with the

expanding friendly relations between their countries.

They highlighted the democratic values underpinning

their cooperation in politics, trade, economy,

investment, culture, education, and humanitarian

efforts.

Khurelsukh acknowledged Switzerland’s support for

Mongolia’s democratic transition and development.

The meeting also focused on enhancing cooperation in

addressing global challenges like climate change,

desertification, and environmental degradation​.

[Mongolian News Agency]

Mongolia to receive Philippian

humanitarian aid for disaster risk

mitigation

(to) The Philippines has extended humanitarian aid to

Mongolia to assist in disaster risk reduction and

mitigation. During an official visit from August 3-6,

Philippine Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique A.
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Manalo met with Mongolian Prime Minister Oyun-

Erdene Luvsannamsrai.

The aid aims to support Mongolia’s efforts in

combating climate change and disaster risks.

Discussions also included training Mongolian English

language teachers in the Philippines, implementing

teacher exchange programs, and recruiting Filipino

labor for Mongolia’s education, tourism, and service

sectors. Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene highlighted

Mongolia’s "Year of Supporting Regional Development"

and "Welcome to Mongolia" tourism policies,

emphasizing the importance of learning from the

Philippines’ successful regional development

experiences​. [Gogo Mongolia]

United States condemn Myanmar junta’s

extension of the state of emergency

(tl) United States has criticized the Myanmar Military

Council's extension of a state of emergency, which

contradicts the people's opposition to military rule. US

has called for dialogue with all relevant groups to

return Myanmar to a peaceful and democratic future.

U.S Department of State said it has also called for the

release of arbitrarily detained individuals and

unimpeded humanitarian aid. The military junta's

actions have been criticized as prolonging the crisis

and causing the country deeper into poverty.

The state of emergency was declared after the

February 2021 coup and is being extended every six

months. The military council has lost many cities and

military bases along the border for over three years.

[Voice of America 1] [Bloomberg]

Myanmar's National Defense and Security Council

unanimously decided to extend the period of the state

of emergency for another six months, delaying fresh

polls it has promised to hold as it battles opposition to

its coup. The country has been in turmoil since the

February 2021 coup, which ended a 10-year

experiment with democracy and sparked mass

protests and a crackdown on dissent. The junta is

struggling to crush widespread armed opposition and

recently suffered a series of stunning losses to an

alliance of ethnic minority armed groups.  [Voice of

America 2]
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Myanmar junta’s deputy met with Russian

ambassador to discuss economic ties

(tl) Russian Ambassador to Myanmar, Iskander Azizov,

met with Myanmar junta boss Soe Win to discuss

special economic zones and power projects. The

ambassador also met with junta foreign minister Than

Swe to discuss increased cooperation in trade,

commerce, investment, customs, science and

technology, and culture.

Russia and Myanmar military junta have become

increasingly close since the 2021 coup, with Moscow

expanding its cooperation in trade, nuclear energy,

education, and other sectors. Direct flights began for

the first time in 30 years in September last year.

Russia has been the only country that welcomed Min

Aung Hlaing after his coup, and the coup leader has

visited Russia three times since the coup. Other

regional players like, India and China have not invited

Min Aung Hlaing for an official visit, but they are key

suppliers of arms to the regime and have provided

diplomatic and financial support. [The  Irrawaddy]

Myanmar junta chief accuses foreign

counties of funding ethnic armed groups

near China-Myanmar border

(tl) Myanmar's Junta head Min Aung Hlaing has blamed

China for the loss of territory in the country due to

ethnic armed groups resuming their "Operation 1027"

offensive military force near the Chinese border. Gen.

Min Aung Hlaing accused foreign nations of sponsoring

armed factions and giving them food, medicine,

weapons, technology, and administrative support to

prolong conflicts in Myanmar. 

"Operation 1027" so-called ethnic Brotherhood

Alliance, which has ousted the regime from most of

northern Shan State, has close ties with Beijing. Min

Aung Hlaing previously pointed the finger at China

after anti-regime groups made sweeping gains during

the first phase of Operation 1027. He alleged anti-

regime groups were using China-made drones to drop

bombs on junta positions in northern Shan and

claimed 'foreign experts' were fighting alongside the

ethnic armed groups.

The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

(MNDAA), one of the brotherhood alliances has seized

much of Lashio, the capital of northern Shan State

near the Chinese border, where the junta's
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Northeastern Command is now under attack. The junta

chief indirectly admitted that his troops have lost

control of towns in northern Shan State and Mandalay

Region. [The Irrawaddy][Nikkie Asia]

Millennium Challenge Account-Nepal

signs all three 400kV substation contracts

(lm) The Millennium Challenge Account-Nepal (MCA-

Nepal) has finalized contracts for the construction of all

three 400kV substations under the Millennium

Challenge Corporation (MCC) Nepal Compact, a

development assistance program funded by the United

States government through the Millennium Challenge

Corporation (MCC).

The Nepal Compact, worth USD 500 million, was signed

in 2017 and aims to enhance Nepal's energy and

transportation infrastructure to support economic

growth. The Nepal government is also contributing an

additional USD 130 million, making it the largest

upfront country contribution in MCC's history. The last

contract, valued at USD 38.89 million, was signed with

Techno Electric and Engineering Company Ltd. (TEECL)

of India for a substation in Damauli, Tanahun. This

completes the awarding of contracts for the

substations, which include New Damauli, Ratmate, and

Lekhnath.

The MCC Nepal Compact also includes the

construction of up to 315 kilometers of transmission

lines from Lapsephedi, Kathmandu, to the Nepal-India

border in Nawalparasi. Bids for the 18 kilometer cross-

border transmission line are under evaluation, with the

contract expected to be awarded in August.

Additionally, preparations are underway for the

remaining 297 kilometers of transmission lines, and

the Roads Maintenance Project's Full Depth

Reclamation procurement is set to launch in August.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Japanese parliamentary delegation

concludes Nepal visit

(lm) A four-member delegation from the House of

Representatives of Japan concluded its visit to Nepal

on July 30, 2024. The delegation, led by Takebe Arata,

chair of the Standing Committee on Judicial Affairs of

Japan, included parliamentary members Makihara

Hideki, Michishita Daiki, and Oguchi Yoshinori. This

visit marked the first high-level engagement from
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Japan following the establishment of Prime Minister KP

Sharma Oli's new Cabinet on July 14.

During their visit, the delegation paid courtesy calls on

President Ramchandra Paudel, Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister for Urban Development Prakash Man

Singh, Minister for Labour, Employment and Social

Security Sharat Singh Bhandari, and Foreign Minister

Arzu Rana. They discussed various aspects of Japan-

Nepal bilateral relations, including people-to-people

exchanges, the Specified Skilled Worker (SSW)

Programme, the Technical Intern Training Programme

(TITP), economic cooperation, and investment.

The delegation also met with the Nepal-Japan

Parliamentary Friendship League, led by Narayan

Khadka, and visited various entities in Kathmandu to

observe the education and training of young Nepalis

preparing to study or work in Japan. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal’s Prime Minister Oli may start his

foreign visits with Thailand

(lm) Nepal's Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli is likely to

make Thailand his first foreign visit since taking office.

Traditionally, new prime ministers of Nepal visit India

first, but current circumstances make an India visit

unlikely soon. Nepal's envoy to India was recently

reappointed, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

is occupied with Independence Day preparations.

Oli is expected to attend the sixth summit of the Bay of

Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) in Thailand in early

September. Discussions during the visit will include

bilateral talks with Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and other heads of state present at the summit.

After the BIMSTEC summit, there are plans for an

official bilateral visit to Thailand, marking the first

official visit by a Nepali prime minister to Thailand

since 2002. The visit aims to foster agreements and

collaborations in tourism, culture, agriculture, clean

energy, and education. [The Kathmandu Post]

North Korea deploys 250 missile launches

to the Inter-Korean border

(ac) On August 4, North Korea state media Rodong

Sinmun released photos showing that 250 missile
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launchers and military trucks were lining up in

Pyongyang, North Korea, to attend a grand ceremony.

As Kim Jong Un oversaw the transfer of equipment to

military commanders and chiefs of staff, Kim delivered

a speech praising the North Korean-built new

launchers and added that the military launchers

represented the first phrase of a strengthened missile

force for North Korea’s border units.

Kim also condemned the US and re-asserted North

Korea’s integrity to prepare for any confrontations. Kim

warned of potential reprisal to the US if the US ignored

their repeated warnings and continued to undermine

North Korea’s sovereignty. [Rodong Sinmun] [CNN]

Five Chinese firms bid to help with

Pakistan’s Banda Bond issuance

(lm) Five Chinese firms have submitted bids to assist

Pakistan with the issuance of renminbi-denominated

bonds issued by a foreign entity in the People's

Republic of China, the so-called Panda Bonds. These

bonds are a way for foreign companies, financial

institutions, and governments to raise capital in

China's domestic market. The bids include three

Chinese law firms and two credit agencies.

This follows a recent visit by Pakistan's finance minister

to Beijing, suggesting that discussions about the bonds

might have taken place. The bonds are expected to

raise up to USD 300 million, which would help Pakistan

meet its financing needs, especially in light of its recent

USD 7 billion loan agreement with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF). [Arab News]

Pakistan, UAE agree to strengthen

bilateral ties

(ss) Pakistan's Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam

Kamal Khan, emphasized the importance of expediting

key investment projects with the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) during a meeting with UAE Ambassador Hamad

Obaid Ibrahim Salem Al-Zaabi. The UAE has committed

significant investments in Pakistan, including a recent

pledge of USD 10 billion across various sectors such as

information and communication technologies, artificial

intelligence, renewable energy, and tourism.

Additionally, a UAE-based firm has shown interest in

investing in Karachi port infrastructure to transform it

into a crucial hub for regional trade and logistics. The
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meeting also covered the Karachi-Pipri Freight Corridor

Project, aimed at enhancing cargo movement from

Karachi port to inland destinations in Pakistan. [Arab

News 1] [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan minister says will continue to extend support to

UAE in civil, defense sectors

Speaking against this backdrop, Pakistan's Defense

and Aviation Minister, Khawaja Asif, stated on August 1

that Islamabad will continue to support the UAE in the

civil and defense sectors. Asif's statement followed a

discussion by a Pakistani senate committee regarding

Gulf employers' concerns about the performance and

behavior of Pakistani workers in their countries.

Over 50 percent of the more than 10 million overseas

Pakistanis live in Gulf countries, with Saudi Arabia and

the UAE being the top destinations for Pakistani

laborers. These two countries are also the largest

sources of remittances to Pakistan. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan, Iraq discuss police training and

pilgrim passport issues in bilateral

meeting

(ss) Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi met with

a delegation from Iraq, led by Commander of Iraq’s

Rapid Response Unit, Lt. Gen. Dr. Tahamir Ismail, on

August 3. The meeting focused on enhancing law

enforcement cooperation, particularly in

counterterrorism, counternarcotics, and intelligence-

sharing. Naqvi proposed training Iraqi police in

Pakistan and discussed collaboration on the Safe City

Project to improve security and prevent illegal

immigration and human trafficking.

Additionally, Naqvi requested Iraqi authorities to stop

withholding the passports of Pakistani pilgrims visiting

holy cities such as Karbala and Najaf. The practice has

been implemented to prevent overstaying visas, a

concern for Pakistani pilgrims. The Iraqi commander

expressed respect for Pakistani pilgrims and promised

to discuss the passport issue with the director general

of passports in Iraq. [Arab News]

Pakistani pilgrims frequently visit the holy cities of

Karbala and Najaf in Iraq, significant religious sites for

Shia Muslims. These trips are often organized by tour

operators who manage visas, travel, and

accommodation. Recently, the Iraqi government has

tightened controls, including temporarily retaining

passports to prevent pilgrims from overstaying their
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visas, which has been a concern for those from

economically disadvantaged regions like Pakistan.

Pakistan alleges large-scale Iranian oil

smuggling amid increased border security

efforts

(ss/ht) Pakistan's military disclosed that between 5 to 6

million liters of Iranian oil are smuggled into Pakistan

daily, a significant decrease from the previous 15-16

million liters per day due to intensified border security

efforts. This revelation was made by army

spokesperson Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, who

emphasized the military's role in reducing smuggling

but denied any involvement in the illegal trade.

A comprehensive investigative report by Pakistani spy

agencies estimated the smuggling accounts for about

14 percent of Pakistan's annual fuel consumption,

resulting in significant financial losses. The report

identified over 200 smugglers and involved

government and security officials.

The smuggling involves approximately 2,000 vehicles

and 1,300 boats daily. US sanctions on Iran's oil sector

have driven Tehran to find alternative markets, leading

to increased smuggling activities. Iranian traders sell

fuel in their local currency and collect dollars from

Pakistan’s Baluchistan province.

Chaudhry highlighted the economic importance of this

smuggling to the poverty-stricken region of

Balochistan, warning that halting it without providing

alternative livelihoods could have disastrous

consequences for locals who rely on this trade for

survival. [Voice of America]

Pakistan rejects Iran’s claims over Kurram conflict

In related developments, Pakistan has rejected Iran's

recent condemnation of violent clashes in Pakistan's

Kurram district, calling the statement "unwarranted"

and based on an "incomplete picture."

Kurram, a mountainous area along Pakistan’s

northwestern border with Afghanistan, is home to

about 700,000 people, with more than 42 percent

belonging to the Shia community. It is geographically

closer to Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul, than any major

city in Pakistan and borders Afghanistan’s Khost,

Paktia, Logar, and Nangarhar provinces, which are

havens for anti-Shia armed groups such as ISIL (ISIS)

and the Pakistan Taliban (TTP). The region has a long

history of sectarian conflict between Shia and Sunni
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groups, and it has faced frequent militant attacks over

the past decade. [Islami City]

Recently, weeklong clashes between rival tribes in

Pakistan's Kurram district have resulted in at least 46

deaths and nearly 200 injuries. The violence has

temporarily ceased following a meeting between tribal

elders, civilian authorities, and security officials in

Parachinar, the district's main city. The ceasefire,

agreed upon by all stakeholders, is set to last until

October 5. [Al Jazeera]

Against this backdrop, Iran described the incident as a

"terrorist attack" targeting Shia Muslims and called for

decisive action against militant groups. In response,

Pakistan emphasized its commitment to protecting the

lives, dignity, and prosperity of all its citizens and

fostering social harmony and mutual respect. [Arab

News]

Pakistan, Turkish navies hold expert-level

talks to discuss joint operations

(lm) On August 3, the Pakistan and Turkish navies held

expert-level talks at Pakistan's Naval Headquarters in

Karachi to discuss joint operations and professional

cooperation. Discussions focused on joint operations,

training, and technical cooperation. Additionally, the

navies conducted coordinated patrols and naval drills

in the North Arabian Sea to enhance interoperability.

The talks were part of the sixth staff-level expert

discussions, attended by Vice Admiral Ibrahim Ozdem,

Chief of Staff of the Turkish Naval Forces, who praised

the Pakistan Navy's role in regional maritime security.

Vice Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami received the

Turkish official.

The meeting highlighted the strong and evolving

relationship between the two naval forces, particularly

in defense production and military exercises. Turkiye is

building advanced corvette ships for Pakistan, which

are used for coastal defense, patrol, and escort

missions. The two navies regularly engage in joint

military exercises, share expertise, and collaborate on

operational levels. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Ethiopia agree on initiatives to

forge stronger ties

(ss) Pakistan and Ethiopia have agreed to strengthen

bilateral relations and explore new collaborations in
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various sectors including trade, finance, education, and

economic reforms. This agreement was reached during

a meeting between Pakistan's Finance Minister

Muhammad Aurangzeb and Ethiopian Ambassador

Jemal Beker Abdula. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister,

Netherlands Ambassador discuss

strengthening bilateral ties

(ss) Ambassador Henny De Vries of the Kingdom of the

Netherlands met with Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar in

Islamabad. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shared on X

that they discussed bilateral cooperation and positively

acknowledged the growing relations between Pakistan

and the Netherlands. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan to strengthen bilateral

consultations with Sri Lanka

(sa) Pakistan commended Sri Lanka's leadership and

people for stabilizing their debt crisis, suggesting

Pakistan could learn from their experience. This praise

came during the Seventh Round of Bilateral Political

Consultations between the two countries, held at the

Pakistani Foreign Ministry in Islamabad. This round of

consultations marked a resumption after a three-year

gap, with the last round held virtually in December

2020. Discussions covered key areas such as economic

collaboration, trade enhancement, defense

cooperation, and educational exchanges.

Both sides emphasized the importance of high-level

political exchanges to enhance bilateral relations,

including an upcoming Foreign Ministerial visit to

Pakistan. They agreed on the need to increase

connectivity and bilateral trade, particularly through air

links, to boost economic growth. Additionally, they

discussed enhancing tourism and people-to-people

contacts through cultural, religious, and sports links,

and agreed to cooperate in tackling transnational

organized crime, such as drug trafficking. [Colombo

Gazette]

Philippines, Germany commit to defense

deal by year’s end
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(rr) The Philippines and Germany have agreed to

finalize a broader defense cooperation arrangement

by the of this year to support the international rules-

based order in the Indo-Pacific region.

During discussions in Manila, German Defense

Minister Boris Pistorius and Philippine Defense

Minister Gilberto Teodoro agreed to collaborate on

military training and weapons procurement. This

partnership aims to support a rules-based order,

secure freedom of navigation, and protect trade routes

amid escalating tensions in the South China Sea.

Teodoro emphasized that the Philippines, aiming to

modernize its military, views Germany as a potential

supplier of advanced military capabilities in areas such

as command and control, anti-access aerial denial, and

maritime and aerial domains.

Pistorius, in turn, reiterated Germany's support for the

2016 ruling by the Permanent Court of Arbitration,

which invalidated China's claims over most of the

South China Sea, and emphasized the importance of

strengthening maritime borders. He also stated that

Berlin's commitments in the region are focused on

maintaining stability and are not directed against any

specific nation. [Bangkok Post] [Philippine News

Agency]

Germany recently joined the US-led United Nations

Command in South Korea, becoming the 18th nation in

a group committed to defending South Korea in the

event of war. This visit to Manila by a German defense

minister marks the first as the two countries celebrate

70 years of diplomatic relations. [Deutsche Welle]

Philippines, Yemen negotiate release of

sick Filipino hostages; sailors from seized

MSC Aries return home

(rr) The Philippines is negotiating for the release of sick

Filipino seafarers held hostage by the Houthi group,

citing humanitarian reasons. Several crew members of

the cargo ship MV Galaxy Leader, seized by the

Houthis while transiting the Red Sea in November last

year, are reportedly exhibiting symptoms of malaria.

Honorary Consul to Yemen, Mohammad Saleh Al-

Jamal, confirmed the health issues and sought help

from the Sana’a government (the Houthi-controlled

government in Yemen), which stated that the release

request depends on external decisions.
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Previously, on July 27, President Marcos expressed

relief that the 17 Filipino seafarers were safe following

an Israeli attack on Yemen’s Hodeidah port and

reassured their families of the government’s efforts for

their safe return. [Philippine News Agency]

Filipino sailors from seized MSC Aries return home

Meanwhile, the three Filipino crew members of the

MSC Aries, a container ship seized by Iran's

Revolutionary Guards in the Strait of Hormuz on April

13, have safely returned to the Philippines on August 1.

Their homecoming was facilitated by the collaborative

efforts of the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), the

ship's owner, and the Iranian government. Migrant

Workers Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac expressed

gratitude to all parties involved, including the Iranian

government, for their assistance. The MSC Aries had a

total of 25 seafarers onboard, including four Filipinos,

with one having returned earlier in May due to illness.

[Inquirer]

Philippines, Morocco to further enhance

cooperation

(rr) The Moroccan government is dedicated to

strengthening its relations with the Philippines, as

affirmed by its top diplomat in Manila, amidst ongoing

efforts to enhance cooperation in various fields.

At a reception in Makati City on July 30,

commemorating the accession of Morocco’s King

Mohammed VI, Moroccan Ambassador to the

Philippines Mohammed Rida El-Fassi said that the ties

between both nations have grown stronger due to

significant milestones such as the re-opening of the

Philippine Embassy in Rabat that confirms Manila’s

commitment to deepening its relationship with

Morocco. El-Fassi also noted that numerous high-level

visits have provided a “dynamic push” to the bilateral

partnership, expanding cooperation into many

unexplored fields, strengthening the legal framework,

and boosting political, economic, cultural, and inter-

parliamentary relations.

Foreign Affairs Assistant Secretary for Middle East and

Africa Mardomel Celo Melicor emphasized the

importance of bilateral relations with Morocco. 2025

marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations

between the Philippines and Morocco. Melicor said

that Morocco would serve as a bridge between the

African and Southeast Asian regions, given its recent

designation as a sectoral dialogue partner of the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-tyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehjjkut-l-tyk/


From 2024 to 2028, ASEAN and Morocco will develop

projects and programs in various areas, including trade

and investment, tourism, food security, halal food,

maritime cooperation, conflict resolution, and

combatting transnational crime. Moroccan Foreign

Minister Nasser Bourita previously described the

Philippines as a "major element" in Southeast Asia,

viewing it as a gateway for Morocco to enhance its ties

with ASEAN, just as Rabat can serve as a gateway for

the Philippines' economic presence in Africa.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines, Turkmenistan ink MoU on

political consultations

(lm) Turkmenistan and the Philippines have signed a

memorandum of understanding (MoU) on political

consultations. The MoU was signed during a visit by

Ahmet Gurbanov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of

Turkmenistan, to the Philippines. The visit included

political consultations between the two countries'

foreign ministries, covering political-diplomatic

interaction, trade, economic, cultural, and

humanitarian partnerships.

Both sides committed to enhancing cooperation in

various fields, focusing on trade, economic, and

humanitarian ties, and improving the legal framework.

During the visit, Gurbanov met with Theresa Lazaro,

Undersecretary for Bilateral Relations and ASEAN

Affairs, Enrique Manalo, Secretary of Foreign Affairs,

and Jude Aguilar, Vice President for International

Affairs of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and

Industry. [Azernews]

China’s PLA Navy Commander visits

Singapore

(sm) Admiral (ADM) Hu Zhongming, Commander of the

People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, made an

introductory visit to Singapore from August 3-5. During

his visit, ADM Hu met with Singapore's Minister for

Defence Dr. Ng Eng Hen to discuss regional security

and naval cooperation, including the upcoming

Exercise Maritime Cooperation in China later this year.

While in Singapore, ADM Hu also met with Chief of

Defence Force Vice Admiral Aaron Beng and Chief of

Navy Rear Admiral Sean Wat after inspecting the Guard

of Honour at the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF).

Additionally, ADM Hu toured Changi Naval Base, where
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he received a briefing at the Information Fusion Centre

and visited the RSN's Formidable-class frigate RSS

Supreme and submarine support and rescue vessel MV

Swift Rescue. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Commander of Royal Brunei Armed Force

awarded Singapore’s highest military

honor

(sm) Major General (MG) Dato Paduka Seri Haji

Muhammad Haszaimi bin Bol Hassan, Commander of

the Royal Brunei Armed Force (RBAF), received

Singapore's highest military award, the Darjah Utama

Bakti Cemerlang (Tentera) [Distinguished Service Order

(Military)], from President Tharman Shanmugaratnam

at the Ministry of Defence. This award recognizes his

significant contributions to strengthening the defence

relationship between the RBAF and the Singapore

Armed Forces through professional exchanges, high-

level visits, cross-attendance of courses, and bilateral

exercises like Exercise Pelican and Exercise Airguard.

MG Dato Haszaimi's visit to Singapore from July 31 to

August 2 included meetings with key defence officials,

including Minister for Defence Dr Ng Eng Hen and

Chief of Defence Force Vice Admiral (VADM) Aaron

Beng. The discussions reaffirmed the close bilateral

defence ties and commitment to further cooperation

in areas of mutual interest. While in Singapore, MG

Dato Haszaimi also visited key sites such as the Digital

Ops-Tech Centre and the Special Operations

Command Centre at Hendon Camp, emphasizing his

engagement in deepening defence collaboration.

[Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Singapore, United States sign landmark

deal to explore nuclear energy

cooperation

(sm) Singapore and the United States signed a 30-year

agreement on July 31 to enhance Singapore's

understanding of the latest nuclear technologies and

scientific research from American organizations. The

123 Agreement on Nuclear Cooperation was signed by

Singapore's Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan and

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken; it is expected to

come into force by the end of 2024, after a review by

the US Congress.

Although Singapore has not yet decided on deploying

nuclear energy, the agreement will facilitate detailed
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studies on the safety, reliability, affordability, and

environmental sustainability of nuclear energy within

Singapore's context.

Apart from the agreement, the US and Singapore are

enhancing civil nuclear cooperation through capacity-

building initiatives like the US’ Foundational

Infrastructure for the Responsible Use of Small

Modular Reactor Technology (FIRST) program, which

provides access to US nuclear technology networks

and expertise for advancing small modular reactors

and addressing nuclear safety and non-proliferation.

With the new agreement in place, Singapore will also

be able to collaborate with other countries that use

nuclear technologies and designs originating from the

US.

As of now, the US has 24 active 123 Agreements,

including those with China, India, and Japan. Several

ASEAN countries also have agreements with the US,

with Indonesia's starting in 1981, Vietnam's in 2014,

and the Philippines' coming into effect on July 2 of this

year. [CNA] [Ministry of Trade and Industry, Singapore]

Germany’s Chief of Defence visits

Singapore

(sm) General Carsten Breuer, the Chief of Defence of

Germany, made an introductory visit to Singapore

from August 1 to 4. During his visit, he met with

Minister for Defence Dr. Ng Eng Hen at the Ministry of

Defence (MINDEF), where they reaffirmed the robust

defence relations between Singapore and Germany.

Discussions were focused on strengthening bilateral

defence cooperation in areas such as military training

and collaboration in non-conventional security areas.

They also touched on Germany’s involvement in the

Asia-Pacific region and discussed joint efforts to

support the rules-based international order.

As part of his visit, Gen Breuer also met with Chief of

Defence Force Vice Admiral Aaron Beng and inspected

the Guard of Honour at MINDEF. Subsequently, he

visited Maju Camp, where he was briefed on the

Singapore Armed Forces’ (SAF) transformation and the

National Service system. Additionally, he also toured

the Singapore Armed Forces Volunteer Corps as well as

Armour Formation at Sungei Gedong Camp to observe

the Hunter platforms and Armour Simulation Systems.

[Ministry of Defence, Singapore]
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Saudi Arabia, Singapore ink agreement to

deepen legal and judicial cooperation

(sm) On August 5, the Government of Singapore and

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) to enhance legal and judicial

cooperation between the two countries. The MOU,

signed by Singapore's Minister for Home Affairs and

Minister for Law K Shanmugam SC and Saudi Arabia's

Minister of Justice Dr. Waleed Mohammed bin Al-

Smani, aims to promote international alternative

dispute resolution and develop legal and judicial

expertise. Key provisions include the exchange of

information, experiences, and best practices, as well as

visits between experts and participation in joint

conferences, seminars, and training sessions.

During the meeting, Ministers Shanmugam and

Waleed also discussed developing a conducive legal

environment to support businesses and enhancing

cooperation in areas such as arbitration.

Singapore and Saudi Arabia have excellent bilateral

ties, elevated to a strategic partnership last year. This

MOU is expected to further strengthen collaboration,

with both nations looking forward to increased

exchanges in the legal and judicial fields and the

promotion of international alternative dispute

resolution. [Ministry of Law, Singapore]

South Korean and Australian foreign

ministers hold bilateral meeting

(ac) On July 30, South Korea Minister of Foreign Affairs

Cho Tae-Yul met with Australia Minister of Foreign

Affairs Penny Wong in Seoul to discuss bilateral affairs.

The meeting was held two months after the 2+2

meeting in May and the NATO summit in July.

Both ministers exchanged opinions on defense

cooperation, economic security in energy and supply

chains for critical minerals, and the strategic

cooperation in infrastructure cooperation, cyber

security and climate response with ASEAN and the

Indo-Pacific regions.

Additionally, both ministers welcomed the decisions to

launch the Korea-Australia Economic Security Dialogue

and the Korea-Australia Climate Dialogue in the future.

Prior to the bilateral meeting, Wong visited the border

village of Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone in

South Korea to reaffirm support for South Korea.
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Wong expressed concerns over the close alliance

between North Korea and Russia, and China’s military

expansion.

She condemned the recently concluded defense deal

between North Korea and Russia, and the increased

test of ballistic missiles by Kim Jong-Un.

Wong criticized Russia for behaving in ways that are

not conductive to peace but are “escalatory,” while

urging China to fulfil the responsibility as a global

leader and as a member of the security council.

[Financial Review] [ROK Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [AP

News] [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and the Philippines stage

friendly flight exercise in Australia

(ac) On July 31, South Korea and the Philippines

conducted a multinational flight exercise in Darwin,

Australia. The multinational flight exercise, named

Exercise Pitch Black, involved 20 countries and over

140 aircraft, including South Korean F-15K fighter jets

and the Philippines FA-50PHs. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and US expand information

sharing and defense expertise to counter

North Korean threats

(ac) On July 31, South Korea and US agreed to expand

the sharing of information and enhance relevant units’

expertise through the Cooperative Threat Reduction

program. The program aims to strengthen their joint

response capabilities and deterrence against North

Korea’s nuclear weapons and weapons of mass

destructions (WMD).

This agreement was after the Counter WMD

Committee session on 30 July, attended by South

Korean director-general of the ministry’s policy

planning bureau, Yoon Bong-Hee, and US deputy

assistant secretary of defense, Richard C. Johnson.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and Thailand hold bilateral

meetings

(ac) On August 1, South Korea Prime Minister Han

Duck-Soo met with Thailand Foreign Minister Maris
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Sangiamopongsa in Seoul to discuss bilateral affairs.

Both sides acknowledged each other as their strategic

partners. They agreed to strengthen cooperation in

clean energy, digital cooperation, soft power and smart

infrastructure to support development in Thailand.

Han also addressed the North Korea’s proliferation

and military actions calling on Thailand to support

South Korea including at the United Nations.

In response, Sangiamopongsa reaffirmed Thailand’s

relations with South Korea are “very important,”

emphasizing that the people-to-people exchange have

been the foundations of their diplomacy.

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-Yul also had a separate

meeting with Sangiamonpongsa to discuss a ‘2+2

meeting’ in the future involving peacebuilding with

foreign and diplomatic sectors. [Yonhap News Agency

1] [Yonhap News Agency 2] [Bangkok Post]

Japan refuses to include forced Korean

labors in Sado mine descriptions

(ac) Japan has refused South Korea’s request to include

the term "forced" in museum exhibits about a

Japanese mine complex linked to wartime forced labor

of Koreans before its UNESCO inscription.

The proposal was made during negotiations regarding

the Sado gold and silver mines as a condition for South

Korea's consent to the site's UNESCO World Heritage

listing. Despite South Korea's request, Japan did not

agree to use the term "forced" in historical documents

and exhibit texts.

The South Korean government has faced criticism for

the lack of acknowledgment in the museum exhibits

about the thousands of Koreans forced to work at the

mines during World War II, under Japanese colonial

rule. The inclusion of exhibits was part of the

agreement between the two countries before the site

achieved World Heritage status in late July.

Seoul officials defended their decision, noting Japan's

installation of exhibits in advance and promises to

better reflect the "full" history, as pledged in 2015

when Hashima Island, another forced labor site, was

listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. However,

critics argue the foreign ministry did not do enough to

ensure Japan accurately depicted the coercive nature

of the labor at the Sado mines.
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Despite growing criticism, the foreign ministry had

previously withheld details of the negotiations and

declined to confirm if they specifically requested the

term "forced" be used. The ministry's response on

August 6 confirmed they did make this request.

National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik called for

the foreign ministry to disclose the negotiation details,

criticizing the government's decision. In response, the

foreign ministry stated they would review the

statement and provide an explanation to the

Assembly. [Yonhap News]

Sri Lankan ambassador to Kenya visits

Congo for high-level talks

(sa) The Sri Lankan ambassador in Kenya, Kana

Kananathan, held high-level discussions with key

Congolese officials, including Foreign Minister Thérèse

Kayikwamba Wagner and Chief of Defense Staff

General Christian Tshiwewe Songesha, to enhance

bilateral relations. The discussions focused on

economic diplomacy, trade, investment, and

cooperation in renewable energy. Kananathan

emphasized the interest of Sri Lankan entrepreneurs

in Congo’s mini-hydro energy projects and noted the

presence of the Sri Lankan conglomerate LOLC in

Congo’s banking and microfinance sectors.

Foreign Minister Wagner expressed enthusiasm for the

partnership and assured full government support for

Sri Lankan business endeavors. Both officials

highlighted the importance of mutual support in

international fora.

In talks with General Tshiwewe, the focus shifted to

defence cooperation, with the General highlighting the

benefits of Sri Lanka's expertise in comprehensive

defence strategies. Kananathan emphasized Sri

Lanka's experience in counter-terrorism and national

security, discussing the potential for joint training

programs and knowledge exchange to enhance

Congo's defence capabilities. [Daily Mirror]

24 Sri Lankans arrested in Kuwait for

attending unauthorized JVP-affiliated

event

(sa) 24 Sri Lankans attending an event affiliated with

the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) political party

were arrested in Kuwait. The arrests were due to the
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unauthorized conduct of the event. Labour and

Foreign Employment Minister Manusha Nanayakkara

has contacted the Sri Lankan embassy, and steps are

being taken to secure their release. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan and China reach settlement on

deadly Kinmen speedboat incident

(jp) Authorities from Taiwan and China announced on

July 30 that they have reached a settlement regarding

the February 14 Kinmen speedboat incident, which

resulted in the deaths of two Chinese nationals. The

settlement includes compensation to the victims'

families and the repatriation of their bodies to China.

Taiwan's coastguard has not disclosed specific details

of the agreement.

Following the agreement, Taiwan's coastguard

director, Chang Chung-lung, attended a public

memorial service in Kinmen on July 30 and apologized

to the victims' families for their suffering and the lack

of recorded evidence. Hsieh Chin-chin, deputy director-

general of the coastguard administration, stated that

both sides will implement the agreed consensus

promptly but could not provide further details out of

respect for the families. Compensation will be paid by

private donors, which will not affect the investigation's

outcome. [BBC] [Focus Taiwan]

The incident occurred when Taiwan's Coast Guard

pursued an unregistered Chinese speedboat that

entered prohibited waters off Kinmen. The boat

refused a request for inspection and fled, leading to a

high-speed chase. The pursuit ended when the

speedboat made a sudden turn, collided with a Coast

Guard vessel, and capsized, resulting in the deaths of

two crew members. The surviving two Chinese

nationals were returned to China on February 20, while

the bodies and the speedboat remained in Kinmen for

investigation (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3).

Indonesia urges Taiwan to pass law on

live-in care worker rights

(jp) Indonesia's representative to Taiwan, Iqbal Shoffan

Shofwan, has called for the formal introduction of day-

off regulations to protect the rights of the large

Indonesian live-in care worker community in Taiwan.

Shofwan emphasized the importance of Taiwan

finalizing a Domestic Workers Protection Act, which
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would guarantee live-in workers at least one day off

every seven days.

The proposed draft bill, initially crafted by Taiwan's

Council of Labor Affairs in 2011 and sent to the Cabinet

for review in 2013, includes provisions on contract

termination, rest time, leave, insurance, and complaint

procedures. However, the Ministry of Labor (MOL) has

faced challenges implementing the bill, citing the

difficulty in defining work hours and rest times for live-

in care workers who operate primarily in private

homes. The MOL implemented an expanded respite

service in 2023, allowing live-in care workers up to 52

days off a year, at the employer's expense.

Currently, domestic caregivers in Taiwan are not

covered by the same labor laws as other workers,

resulting in many migrant care workers receiving only

one day off per month, if any. There are over 280,000

Indonesian migrant workers in Taiwan, with about

180,000 working as live-in caregivers.

Shofwan highlighted the minimum monthly wage for

domestic care workers remains at TWD 20,000 (USD

610.5), significantly lower than the TWD 27,470 (USD

838.5) for workers covered by the Labor Standards Act.

The Long-term Retention of Skilled Foreign Workers

Program offers a higher minimum monthly wage of

TWD 24,000 (USD 732.6) for live-in caregivers who

meet specific qualifications and have worked in Taiwan

for at least six years. [Focus Taiwan]

Guatemala’s Vice Minister of Foreign

Affairs to visit Taiwan

(jp) Julio Eduardo Orozco Pérez, the Vice Minister of

Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, is set to visit Taiwan

starting August 5 for a series of high-level meetings

and events, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) of

Taiwan announced on August 4. This visit marks

Orozco's first trip to Taiwan since he became vice

minister in January.

Orozco's five-day visit will include discussions with

Taiwan's Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung and a banquet

hosted by Vice Foreign Minister Remus Chen. His

itinerary also includes meetings with other

government branches and organizations, including the

Ministry of Economic Affairs and the Taiwan office of

the Central American Bank for Economic Integration.

Orozco will also visit the International Cooperation and

Development Fund (ICDF) and the Overseas

Investment & Development Corp, both of which play
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significant roles in Taiwan's international aid and

cooperation efforts. Furthermore, he will be a speaker

at the 2024 SDG Asia exhibition, focusing on

sustainable cities and energy, from August 8 to August

11. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan official denied visa by Macau

Government over "One China" Principle

(jp) A Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) official set to

be assigned to Taiwan's representative office in Macao

was denied a visa by the Macau government for

refusing to sign an affidavit recognizing Beijing's "One

China" principle, the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC)

reported on August 1.

Liang Wen-chieh, MAC's deputy head and

spokesperson, stated that the official was set to

replace a staff member who had been in Macau for

over ten years. However, the Macau government has

required a commitment to the "One China" principle

for visa approvals since 2019. This principle opposes

any recognition of "two Chinas" or Taiwan

independence. Taiwanese staff posted before this

mandate have remained by extending their original

visas. [Taiwan News] 

Liang criticized Macau's unilateral imposition of

political conditions on visa applications and stated that

if the Macau government persists with this

requirement for Taiwanese officials, Taiwan "will

prepare for the worst," though he did not detail the

specific actions that would be taken. He mentioned

that this situation would certainly affect civil exchanges

between Taiwan and Macau and harm the city's

international reputation. [Focus Taiwan]

With the position vacant, services related to passports,

entry and exit certificates, and visas must be handled

through online appointments and remote monitoring,

causing significant inconvenience. TECO-Macao,

typically staffed by eight Taiwanese officials, now has

only two MAC officials remaining, alongside 14 local

Macao employees. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan condemns tearing of banner at

Paris Olympics

(jp) On August 3, Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs

condemned the tearing of a "Taiwan go for it" banner

by another spectator at the badminton venue during
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the Paris Olympics on August 2. Taiwan's Ministry of

Foreign Affairs condemned the act as a violation of the

Olympic spirit and freedom of expression.

Taiwan's de facto ambassador to France, Francois Wu,

reported the incident to local police and posted a

picture on Facebook with the spectator, thanking

students for supporting Taiwan's athletes. The ministry

also reported that other fans with "Taiwan" banners

were removed by security. 

Although Taiwan's official name is the "Republic of

China" (ROC), Beijing regards the democratically self-

governing island as part of its territory and strongly

opposes any recognition of Taiwan as an independent

nation. Due to a political compromise, Taiwan

competes in the Olympics as "Chinese Taipei," without

using its own name, flag, or anthem. The green color of

the banner is associated with Taiwan's ruling

Democratic Progressive Party and often signifies

support for Taiwan's separate identity from China.

[CNN]

The International Olympics Committee stated that

entry conditions to Olympic venues were clear on

tickets, allowing only flags of participating countries

and territories and forbidding political banners.

[Reuters] 

Taiwan awards scholarships to over 100

Indian students, strengthening bilateral

ties

(jp) Taiwan's representative to India, Baushuan Ger,

awarded scholarships to over 100 Indian students,

aiming to strengthen ties between the two countries.

At the Taipei Economic and Cultural Center in India

(TECC) ceremony, over 40 students received Taiwan

Scholarships for university studies, and over 90

received Huayu Enrichment Scholarships for Chinese

language studies. Ger highlighted the increasing

interest of Indian students for studying in Taiwan and

anticipated these scholarships will boost future

economic and cultural exchanges.

TECC's education section head, Chen Li-ying, reported

that despite higher eligibility criteria, the scholarships

received over 200 applications each. Currently, around

3,000 Indian students' study in Taiwan, with over 500

having received government scholarships in the past

decade. [Focus Taiwan] 
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China, Thailand discuss expanding trade

relations, investment opportunities

(wt) The Thai Commerce Ministry engaged in talks with

China to enhance trade cooperation, focusing on

expanding the market for Thai livestock products and

fruits, and attracting Chinese investment in emerging

industries within the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC),

a major economic development initiative aimed at

transforming the eastern provinces of Chonburi,

Rayong, and Chachoengsao into a leading economic

zone in Southeast Asia.

Deputy Commerce Minister Suchart Chomklin co-

chaired the third meeting of the Sub-Committee on

Trade and Investment between Thailand and China

with Li Fei, China’s vice-commerce minister. Key

objectives included promoting bilateral trade

cooperation in agricultural products, boosting the

competitiveness of Thai products in China, and

exploring various cooperation channels such as e-

commerce, trade and investment platforms, and

expositions. Thailand requested Chinese authorities to

facilitate the export of its livestock products and fruits.

Additionally, Suchart invited Chinese investors to invest

in industries like electric vehicles, clean energy, digital

economy, artificial intelligence, and aerospace science

and technology, leveraging the ASEAN-China Free

Trade Agreement and the Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership.

China has been Thailand’s top trade partner for 11

consecutive years. In 2023, trade between the two

nations was valued at USD 105 billion, a slight decrease

from the previous year. However, trade volume in the

first five months of 2024 increased by 4.24 percent

year-on-year, reaching USD 45.7 billion. Major Thai

exports to China include fresh fruits, plastic pellets,

computers and components, rubber products, and

cassava products, while key imports from China

include machinery, electrical appliances, chemicals,

steel products, and automotive parts. [Bangkok Post]

Opening of new Lao-Thai bridge delayed

(lm) The new bridge over the Mekong River connecting

Bung Kan province in Thailand and Bolikhamxay

province in Laos is now projected to open in mid-2025,

delayed from the initial plan for completion this year.

The bridge, which is more than 90 percent complete, is

part of a project to improve connectivity between

Thailand, central Vietnam, and southern China.
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Construction began following a groundbreaking

ceremony in 2023, attended by then-Prime Minister

Prayut Chan-o-cha and then-Lao Prime Minister

Phankham Viphavanh. This fifth bridge between

Thailand and Laos spans 16 kilometers and aims to

enhance regional trade and travel. [Bangkok Post]

Appointment of new Malaysian facilitator

raises hopes for Thailand’s Deep South

peace talks

(lm/bk) The appointment of Mohd Rabin Bin Basir as

the new facilitator for peace talks between the Thai

government and the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN)

separatist movement has raised hopes for positive

outcomes. Appointed by Malaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim, Mohd Rabin replaces Gen Zulkifeli

Mohd Zin, who was seen as too strict and inflexible.

Peace talks between the Thai government and the BRN

separatist movement aim to resolve the long-standing

insurgency in southern Thailand. This conflict, primarily

centered in the provinces of Yala, Pattani, and

Narathiwat, has been ongoing since the early 20th

century, driven by the Malay-Muslim population's

resistance to assimilation policies imposed by the

predominantly Buddhist Thai state. The insurgency

escalated significantly in 2004, leading to over 7,300

deaths since then.

Formal peace talks began in 2013 under the

government of Yingluck Shinawatra. These talks

marked the first official negotiations with the BRN,

which seeks greater autonomy for the southern

provinces. Despite some progress, including a

ceasefire agreement during Ramadan in recent years,

the peace process has faced numerous setbacks due

to changes in government, internal discord within the

BRN, and continued violence from splinter groups like

the Patani United Liberation Organization (PULO).

Speaking against this backdrop Thai National Security

Council (NSC) deputy secretary-general Chatchai

Bangchuad expressed optimism about the new

facilitator's open-minded and determined approach.

However, he also emphasized that the peace talks

adhere to the Thai constitution, which states that

Thailand is an indivisible kingdom, ruling out territorial

separation. [Bangkok Post 1]

Malaysia, Thailand Prime Minister discuss border

cooperation with new infrastructure, tourism plans
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In related developments, Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin of Thailand and Malaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim met at the Sungai Kolok immigration

checkpoint in Narathiwat province on August 3 to

discuss enhancing border trade and tourism

cooperation. Key topics included the progress of a two-

lane bridge project over the Golok River, which will

connect Narathiwat with Kelantan state in Malaysia.

The project was initially approved in December 2009

but faced delays for several years. Thailand will cover

the THB 160 million (USD 4.5 million) construction cost

for the bridge, designed to ease traffic congestion.

Additionally, the talks covered the need for new roads

and railways to support Rubber City, a joint rubber

production initiative between Songkhla province and

Kedah state to boost export capacity. The leaders also

agreed to proceed with the "Six Countries, One

Destination" tourism campaign, which brings together

Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, and

Vietnam. [Bangkok Post 2]

Two Thais charged with petrol possession

in Malaysia

(lm) Two Thai nationals have been charged in Malaysia

for possessing petrol, which is classified as a controlled

item in the country. The charges were read in a court

in Alor Setar, Kedah state, where both individuals

pleaded not guilty. They were arrested on July 27 near

the border with Thailand’s southern Songkhla

province.

Authorities found that their Malaysian-registered

vehicles had modified fuel tanks to conceal petrol, with

the two vehicles holding 160 liters in total.  If convicted,

they face fines up to MYR 1 million (USD 220,000)

and/or up to three years in prison. They were released

on bail but must report to the nearest police station

monthly.

Malaysian authorities have increased operations in

border states to curb fuel smuggling due to higher

gasoline and diesel prices in Thailand. The Thai

consulate-general in Penang had previously warned

Thai travelers about the crackdown. [Bangkok Post]

Thai Foreign Minister visits South Korea

for high-level talks
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(msz) Thailand and South Korea have agreed to

collaborate on promoting clean energy, digital

cooperation, and soft power, as announced by Foreign

Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa. During his

official visit to South Korea, Maris met with Prime

Minister Han Duck-soo and his counterpart, Cho Tae-

yul, to discuss the importance of their strategic

partnership and future industries. The two nations will

focus on energy, digital sectors, and soft power,

supporting policies proposed by Thailand's Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin. [Bangkok Post 1] [Korea

Times] [The Nation Thailand]

Of note, during his meeting with his South Korean

counterpart, Maris sought support to relax the

requirements for Thai travelers. Since last year,

Thailand, among 46 visa-exempt nations, has had to

apply for the Korea Electronic Travel Authorization (K-

ETA) before traveling, but many Thais have still been

denied entry at airports. This led to the #ban Korea

travel campaign, resulting in a 21 percent drop in Thai

tourists to South Korea in the first four months of

2024.

Maris emphasized that frequent exchanges of visits

would strengthen bilateral relations, while South Korea

reiterated its strict monitoring due to the increase in

undocumented Thai workers, known locally as "little

ghosts." The issue was also discussed in a February

meeting between consular officials from both

countries, where South Korea acknowledged the

necessity of stringent entry inspections. [Bangkok Post

2]

Cooperation on national security was also highlighted,

with Prime Minister Han requesting Thailand’s support

in sending a clear and united message to North Korea

against its nuclear threats and military provocations.

The Thai top diplomat responded by emphasizing

South Korea’s importance to Thailand and stressed

that robust people-to-people exchanges form the

foundation of the friendly partnership between the

two countries. [Bangkok Post 1] [Korea Times] [The

Nation Thailand]

Thai Defence Minister request

information from United States on F-16

offset policy

(lm) Thailand's Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang has

requested detailed information from the United States

on the offset policy associated with the potential

purchase of F-16 fighter jets by August 20. The Thai

government is currently deciding between the US-
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made F-16 Block 70/72 by Lockheed Martin and the

Swedish-made Gripen by Saab AB to replace a fleet of

aging F-16s.

This request followed a meeting between US

Ambassador Robert Godec, Lockheed Martin

representatives, and Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin,

where discussions included narcotics suppression and

the fighter jet procurement plan.

The US has offered Thailand a loan to acquire an entire

fleet of F-16s, which includes a high-interest cost, and

proposed additional benefits such as a special data link

system to enhance communication capabilities with

other aircraft. Lockheed Martin has highlighted the

advanced features of the F-16 Block 70/72, including

extended service life, advanced avionics, and robust

industrial participation proposals. The selection panel

for the RTAF has earmarked 19 billion baht

(approximately USD 545 million) to purchase four new

fighter jets as part of the initial batch in their fighter

replacement project running from 2025 to 2034.

Speaking against this backdrop, Sutin emphasized that

the decision will consider the offset benefits offered by

the suppliers, which are reciprocal advantages

provided in military procurement deals. Washington

has indicated it would provide additional benefits to

Thailand in the deal, and Sutin is scheduled to visit the

US to meet Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in mid-

August to further discuss the matter. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thai Prime Minister Srettha may invite US envoy to visit

northern region to monitor anti-drug operations

In other news, Prime Minister Srettha may invite US

Ambassador Godec to visit the northern region later

this month to monitor the progress of anti-drug

operations. During their discussion, Srettha highlighted

the increasing distribution of methamphetamine pills

and heroin, which are being smuggled to other

countries, including Australia and the US.

The US anti-narcotics agency has been collaborating

with Thailand's Office of the Narcotics Control Board,

but there have been few field visits. The Prime Minister

intends to crack down on drugs in 25 main provinces,

aiming to make Nan and Roi Et "clean" by the end of

next month. Efforts will focus on drug testing and

providing therapy for addicts.

In a recent operation, 6 million methamphetamine pills

worth about THB 900 million (USD 25.2 million) were

seized in Chiang Rai. The pills were reportedly

smuggled from the Myanmar border by a Thai man

and a Lao man. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand to send 900 berry pickers to

Finland

(wt) This year, 900 Thai laborers will be sent to Finland

for the berry harvesting season, as confirmed by

Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn after a video

conference with Finland's Employment Minister Arto

Setonen. The Thai government has ensured that these

workers meet the necessary qualifications and

employment contract requirements set by Finnish

authorities. The final verification of documents is

pending at the Royal Thai Embassy in Helsinki, after

which the workers will depart for Finland.

Recently, Finland introduced reforms to ensure that

Thai berry pickers receive proper employment

contracts and fair salaries. These reforms were

prompted by multiple scandals involving human

trafficking and exploitation within the berry purchasing

industry. Investigations revealed that many Thai berry

pickers faced abusive working conditions, including

long hours for little or no pay, unsanitary and unsafe

living conditions, and the confiscation of their

passports, which restricted their freedom of

movement. Additionally, companies and Thai

intermediaries charged various fees to the workers,

leading to a situation where berry pickers ended up

owing money to the companies instead of earning a

fair wage. [Bangkok Post] [Xinhua]

Thai Foreign Ministry warns Thais working

in Israel of attack risks

(msz) Thailand's foreign affairs ministry has issued a

warning to approximately 2,000 Thai nationals working

in northern Israel about the potential threat of an

attack from Hezbollah. This warning follows rising

tensions between Israel and Hezbollah, a Palestinian

militant group ally, after the assassination of Hamas

leader Ismail Haniyeh in Iran.

The Royal Thai Embassy in Israel has advised Thai

nationals near the Israel-Lebanon border to exercise

caution, follow local instructions, and stay in bunkers.

They have also developed an emergency evacuation

plan, though no evacuation requests have been

received yet. The foreign affairs ministry is prioritizing

the safety of Thai citizens and has outlined a three-

stage warning system, currently at stage one, which

involves monitoring the situation and staying in

bunkers. [Bangkok Post]
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Additionally, concerns remain for the safety of Thai

citizens who were taken hostage by Hamas. Initially, 22

Thai nationals were taken hostage following the

October 7 attacks by Hamas militants. Since then, 19

have been released, leaving 3 still held captive. The

Thai government is working closely with Israeli

authorities and other international partners to secure

their release and ensure their safety during this

volatile period.

Laos, Vietnam enhance disaster

preparedness by establishing new data

centers

(wn) Vietnam and Laos are enhancing disaster

preparedness through the construction of data and

communication centers, solidified during the third

bilateral meeting between the Vietnam Academy of

Science and Technology (VAST) and the Lao Ministry of

Technology and Communications (MTC) on August 5.

The focus is on implementing proposals for a natural

disaster data and communication center, specifically

for earthquakes, and a national data storage and

computing cloud center in Laos, as outlined in the 46th

Vietnam-Laos Intergovernmental Committee on

Bilateral Cooperation session. [w.media]

Vietnam wants Japan to provide new

generation of official development

assistance

(lm) Vietnam's National Assembly Chairman Tran

Thanh Man has requested Tokai Kisaburo, Chairperson

of Japan's Policy Research Council and Member of the

House of Representatives, to support Tokyo in

providing a new generation of Official Development

Assistance (ODA) to Vietnam. This request was made

during a reception for Kisaburo in Hanoi.

Chairman Man emphasized the importance of high-

incentive, simple, and flexible ODA procedures,

particularly for large-scale infrastructure projects like

urban and high-speed railways. He also sought

Japanese support for Vietnam's industrialization,

modernization, economic independence, and deeper

integration into the global economy.

Man proposed increased exchanges between

parliamentarians, especially young and female

legislators, and enhanced cooperation in education,

training, green and digital transformation, and
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emission reduction. He also highlighted the need for

collaboration in training semiconductor engineers and

facilitating people-to-people exchanges, including visa

exemptions for Vietnamese citizens. [Voice of Vietnam]

Thai court begins hearing Vietnamese

request for extradition of Montagnard

activist

(lm) A court in Bangkok on August 1 began hearing a

Vietnamese request for the extradition of Y Quynh

Bdap, a Montagnard activist who Vietnam accuses of

terrorism but who rights groups say will be tortured if

sent back. Bdap, a campaigner for ethnic minority

rights and co-founder of the Montagnards Stand for

Justice, denies involvement in the violence and has

been in Thailand since 2018.

He was not allowed to attend the Bangkok court

hearing in person due to security concerns cited by

Vietnamese officials and participated via

teleconference from remand detention. This has raised

concerns about the transparency and fairness of the

hearing, as expressed by his lawyer and rights groups.

Bdap's case highlights growing regional cooperation to

crack down on dissent, with accusations that Thailand

is acting as a "swap mart" for exchanging dissidents,

ignoring international norms such as the principle of

non-refoulement, which prohibits returning individuals

to countries where they face persecution or torture.

Bdap, recognized as a refugee by the UNHCR, is

awaiting resettlement in a third country, potentially

Canada.

His extradition request and the trial for overstaying his

visa are being closely watched by international

observers, including US embassy officials and

representatives of human rights organizations.

Thai government says it ‘can’t intervene’ in case

However, the Thai government has stated that it will

not intervene in the legal proceedings of Bdap,

responding to a request for Bdap's release by four US

House Representatives. The government emphasized

the importance of court independence, drawing

parallels to a similar case in 2007 where an extradition

request was overturned by the Court of Appeal.

[Bangkok Post]
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India offers USD 300 million loan to build

up Vietnam’s maritime security, saying it

is a key partner

(wn) India has extended a USD 300 million loan to

Vietnam to bolster its maritime security, underscoring

Vietnam's importance as a pivotal partner in India's

policy towards Southeast Asian nations and its broader

Indo-Pacific vision. This announcement came during

the visit of Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh to India – the first in a decade of a Vietnamese

prime minister – where he held talks with Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.

Modi and Chinh underscored the deep historical and

civilizational connections between the two countries,

which were elevated to a comprehensive strategic

partnership during Modi's visit to Vietnam in 2016.

They signed several cooperation pacts in customs

capacity building, agriculture research and education,

the legal field, radio and television, and medicinal

plants. The leaders also stressed the importance of

cooperation in semiconductors, green technology,

artificial intelligence, cloud computing, and climate

action.

They also virtually inaugurated the "Army Software

Park" in Vietnam, an educational facility set up with

India's assistance to train Vietnamese soldiers in digital

skills.

Chinh invited Indian businesses to invest more in

Vietnam, especially in training high-quality human

resources in areas such as semiconductors, technology

innovation, green hydrogen, pharmaceuticals,

renewables, and biotechnologies. Vietnam's VinFast

automaker is building a factory in India, aiming to

replicate India's success in information technology.

In 2022, bilateral trade between India and Vietnam

increased by 27 percent, reaching USD 14.14 billion.

Indian exports to Vietnam amounted to USD 6.7 billion,

including iron and steel, cotton, cereals, meat, fishery

products, electrical machinery, automobile parts,

cement, chemicals, and pharmaceuticals. Conversely,

Indian imports from Vietnam totaled USD 7.44 billion,

comprising mainly electrical and electronic equipment,

inorganic chemicals, machinery, mechanical

appliances, copper, rubber, coffee, tea, spices, iron,

and steel.

India's investments in Vietnam are estimated at

around USD 1.9 billion, spanning energy, mineral

exploration, agriculture, information technology, and

other sectors. Meanwhile, Vietnam has invested over

USD28.55 million in India, focusing on



pharmaceuticals, information technology, chemicals,

and building materials. [Associated Press] [Nikkei Asia]

Vietnam – Philippines: Vietnam's coast

guard is set to hold its first drills with the

Philippines

(wn) Vietnamese coast guard vessel 8002 is heading to

the Philippines for the first joint coast guard drills

between the two countries. Vietnam and the

Philippines have territorial disputes with China in the

South China Sea. According to the Vietnamese coast

guard, the 2,400-ton vessel departed from central

Vietnam on Wednesday afternoon and is expected to

arrive in Manila on Aug. 5. It will stay in Manila until

Aug. 9.

The Vietnamese crew will participate in joint training

exercises, including search and rescue, fire and

explosion prevention, and maritime safety with the

Philippine Coast Guard. The two sides will also conduct

training in "responding to different scenarios in

international waters," as the Vietnam People’s Army

newspaper reported. This visit marks a Vietnamese

Coast Guard vessel's first visit to the Philippines and

the first joint drills between the two forces. The

cooperation stems from understandings on incident

prevention and maritime cooperation between coast

guards, which were signed during a state visit by

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to Vietnam in January.

Vietnam and the Philippines have claims to waters in

the South China Sea, which overlap with China's vast

territorial claims.

The Philippines and China conflict with the Second

Thomas Shoal. Tensions escalated when Chinese ships

tried to block Philippine resupply missions. Vietnam

and the Philippines have overlapping claims in the

waters and have recently been willing to discuss

extended continental shelf limits. Last December, CSB

8022 visited Guangzhou in southern China for drills

with the Chinese coast guard. In April, vessels from

Vietnam and China conducted a joint patrol in the Gulf

of Tonkin, which they shared. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam – Philippines: Vietnam's coast

guard conducts joint drills with the

Philippines

(wn) A Vietnamese coast guard ship recently visited

Manila for a four-day goodwill visit and joint exercises
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with the Philippines. This visit aimed to set aside

territorial disputes amid rising tensions with China

over the South China Sea. The two countries and

others have overlapping claims in the area. During the

visit, the coast guard forces conducted joint drills and

exchanged ship tours, emphasising the importance of

nurturing a cooperative relationship for mutual

benefit.

A Vietnamese official mentioned that fostering efficient

information sharing and coordination in maritime law

enforcement according to international law is crucial

for promoting maritime security and safety in the

region.

In another positive development, Vietnamese and

Philippine naval forces participated in friendly games

such as volleyball, football, and tug-of-war on the

Vietnam-occupied Southwest Cay in the disputed

Spratly archipelago of the South China Sea.

Vietnam is ready to talk with the Philippines about

their overlapping claims in the South China Sea. China

claims a significant portion of the sea and aims to

protect its territorial interests. After a confrontation,

China and the Philippines temporarily agreed to

prevent further clashes at the Second Thomas Shoal.

The Philippines transported supplies to its outpost at

the shoal, which China monitored closely. The

Philippines is committed to strengthening its territorial

defense and expanding security alliances. [AP]

United States rejects Vietnam's request

for 'market economy' classification

(wn) The U.S. Commerce Department has rejected

Vietnam's request for "market economy" classification,

citing continued government involvement in the

country's economy. Since 2002, Washington has

classified Hanoi as a "non-market economy" due to

state intervention in economic matters such as trade,

pricing, and currency. Despite Vietnam's recent

economic reforms and direct appeals to US officials,

including U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen,

Washington maintained its classification.

The decision was based on an evaluation of comments

from US domestic industries and the Vietnamese

government. The Commerce Department stated that

extensive government involvement in Vietnam's

economy distorts prices and costs, making them

unusable for calculating US antidumping duties.

Vietnam's Ministry of Industry and Trade expressed
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regret over the decision, highlighting the country's

positive economic improvements.

Opponents of reclassification argue that Vietnam

poses a threat to the US manufacturing base, as

Chinese firms set up operations in Vietnam to avoid US

tariffs on Chinese imports.

The decision comes amid strengthening US-Vietnam

relations and prior to US elections in November, with

both parties focusing on workers' rights. Republican

and Democrat senators have voiced opposition to

reclassification, citing Vietnam's controlled currency,

lack of labor rights, state intervention, and existing

antidumping orders against Vietnam. [The Investor]

[Voice of America] [South China Morning Post]
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Upcoming online events

7 August 2024 @ 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), National

University of Singapore, Singapore

Addressing Risk by Doing Good: Business

Response to Government Policy Initiative

in China

Why do some firms in China respond actively to

government policy initiatives while others resist? This

seminar highlights firm-level political risk as the

primary motivator of responses, allowing firms to

defend their property rights in weak institutional

environments. 

For more information, visit [NUS].  
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7 August 2024 @ 6:00- 7:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Foreign

Policy Research Institute, USA

China’s Power Play: Understanding UN

Resolution 2758

Join the virtual event diving into United Nations

General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution 2758, a pivotal

resolution adopted by the UNGA in 1971. This

resolution recognized the People's Republic of China as

"the only legitimate representative of China to the

United Nations," effectively replacing the Republic of

China (Taiwan). Our webinar will explore the historical

significance, legal implications, and ongoing

geopolitical impacts of this crucial resolution.

For more information, visit [FPRI].  

7 August 2024 @ 10:00- 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies, USA

A Conversation with Australian Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister for Defence

Richard Marles

Join the CSIS’s event for a conversation with Australian

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence

Richard Marles, on the future of the U.S.-Australia

alliance. Deputy Prime Minister Marles will be in the

U.S. for the annual Australia-U.S. Ministerial

Consultations (AUSMIN), the primary forum to discuss

bilateral relations between the two allies. He will share

his insights on the United States-Australia relationship,

addressing key areas of cooperation and outline the

next steps for the partnership to address emerging

global challenges. 

For more information, visit [CSIS].  

7 August 2024 @ 10:00- 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Preserving the Free Flow of Commerce in

the Red Sea and Beyond: An Update from

FIFTH Fleet Commander VADM George

Wikoff, USN

Join the CSIS International Security Program (ISP) and

the U.S. Naval Institute for a Maritime Security

Dialogue event featuring VADM George Wikoff, USN,
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commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command

(NAVCENT), U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined Maritime

Forces. VADM Wikoff and RADM Raymond A. Spicer,

USN (Ret.), chief executive officer and publisher, U.S.

Naval Institute, will discuss how the U.S. Navy is

helping preserve the free flow of commerce in the Red

Sea and across the globe. Dr. Seth G. Jones, CSIS senior

vice president, Harold Brown Chair, and ISP director,

will offer opening remarks. 

For more information, visit [CSIS].

7 August 2024 @ 12:00.-12:45 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Middle East on the Cusp of a Regional

War: A Conversation with Haaretz's Amos

Harel

The Middle East continues to boil. Following the

Hezbollah rocket strike on a Druze town in the Golan

Heights killing a dozen children, Israel targeted a top

Hezbollah commander in Beirut’s southern suburbs.

Two days later, the head of the Hamas Political Bureau,

Ismail Haniyeh, was killed presumably by Israel in a

missile strike in Tehran while attending the

inauguration of the Iranian President. Iran, Hamas,

Hezbollah, and the Houthis have all threatened

retaliation.What is the likely impact of recent events on

the Gaza ceasefire talks? Is the region heading toward

a major war? And is there chance for de-escalation

diplomacy? Join Aaron David Miller as he sits down

with Amos Harel, Haaretz’s military correspondent and

one of Israel’s leading defense analysts, to discuss

these and other issues on Carnegie Connects.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

7 August 2024 @ 10:00.-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Navigating global challenges: A

conversation with Vice Commandant of

the Coast Guard Admiral Lunday

From search-and-rescue operations and drug

interdiction to countering grey zone activities in the

Indo-Pacific and protecting global supply chains, the

United States Coast Guard (USCG) plays a critical role

in ensuring U.S. security and prosperity. Evolving

kinetic and cyber threats jeopardize maritime security
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and global commerce, while significant delays in

shipbuilding projects and budget constraints present

further complications. To meet the demands of its

expanding mission set, the USCG must continuously

adapt and build readiness and resilience despite tough

trade-offs. Join the Strobe Talbott Center for Security,

Strategy, and Technology at Brookings for a

conversation with Vice Commandant of the Coast

Guard Admiral Kevin E. Lunday on the state of USCG

workforce and mission readiness and how USCG

strategy is advancing U.S. interests.

For more information, visit [Brookings].

7 August 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Arab Barometer 2024 Gender Report

Launch

Arab Barometer, the longest-standing and the largest

repository of publicly available data on MENA citizens,

recently conducted its eighth round of polling

assessing attitudes toward women’s rights and gender

equality. MaryClare Roche, PhD, Director of Technology

and Innovation at Arab Barometer, will present the

data and key findings on attitudes regarding female

workforce participation, political leadership, and

education, as well as gender roles in and out of the

home. Over the past year, how have regional attitudes

and gender norms shifted?  In particular, how does

having working female relatives affect attitudes

towards gender norms? To answer these questions

and more, please join this expert panel discussion.  

For more information, visit [Wilson].

8 August 2024 @ 10:00- 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies, USA

U.S. Investments in Asia: Catalyzing

Sustainable Growth through Strategic

Partnerships

The CSIS Project on Prosperity and Development is

hosting pivotal discussion on enhancing US

investments in Asia, where experts explore innovative

strategies to ensure catalytic funding that drives

sustainable development. This event will delve into the

concept of blended finance as a tool to attract private

investment and mitigate risks, particularly in the least
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developed regions. Experts will examine the roles of

key US government entities, such as the Development

Finance Corporation (DFC), and how regional partners

can contribute to fostering sustainable economic

growth. The aim of the session is to demystify the

complexities of blended finance, highlight successful

case studies, and discuss how cross-sector

collaboration can unlock potential across Asia.

For more information, visit [CSIS].  

8 August 2024 @ 5:00.-6:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

Assad’s Return: Regional Changes, and

Future Outlook

Join the event for an in-depth discussion on Syria’s

gradual normalization with countries in the Middle East

and its reinstatement in the League of Arab States in

May 2023, a significant step that signals a potential

shift in Middle Eastern dynamics and regional security

architecture. The panel will evaluate the normalization

process to date, examine the regime's willingness and

capability to deliver on its promises, and assess

whether the initial motivations of Arab states for

normalization have been met. European and U.S.

reactions have generally remained more cautious,

emphasizing that normalization should be contingent

on tangible political reforms by the Assad regime and

adherence to human rights standards.

For more information, visit [Carnegie].

8 August 2024 @ 3:30 -4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

One Year Later: The Path Forward for US-

ROK-Japan Trilateral Relations

Recent geopolitical events from ongoing war in Ukraine

to the strategic competition between the United States

and China and the Russia and North Korea mutual

defense pact serve as a stark reminder of the

importance of close cooperation between the United

States and its key allies: Japan and South Korea.

Moving forward, the three countries must chart a

pathway forward to address opportunities and

challenges amid intensifying regional and international

security dynamics. Join the event to review the last

year of US-ROK-Japan trilateral expanded relations—

both what has been accomplished and what remains
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on the docket—and to discuss opportunities and

challenges that lie ahead for the three countries.

For more information, visit [Wilson].

8 August 2024 @ 4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Hoover

Institution Library & Archives, USA

The Un-Presidented Speaker Series: Heath

Hardage Lee

Although First Lady Pat Nixon was voted “Most

Admired Woman in the World” in 1972 and made

Gallup Poll’s top ten list of most admired women

fourteen times, she has long been portrayed as

enigmatic in America’s collective consciousness.  The

real Pat Nixon, however, bore little resemblance to the

woman so often described in the media. Drawing from

research for her new book The Mysterious Mrs. Nixon:

The Life and Times of Washington's Most Private First

Lady, author Heath Hardage Lee dispels popular myths

about the life and legacy of "Plastic Pat," revealing the

First Lady's critical work in American diplomacy and

feminism. Join the event to hear more from the

speaker.

For more information, visit [Hoover].

12 August 2024 @ 9:00 -10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

How Local Authorities Make Decisions in

the Myanmar Civil War

In new research published this year, Ardeth Maung

Thawnghmung, Professor of Political Science at

University of Massachusetts Lowell, and Naw Moo Moo

Paw, PhD Candidate in Global Studies at University of

Massachusetts Lowell, analyze the decision-making of

local administrators in Myanmar to better understand

how these authorities respond to the political reality in

their areas. Join the event for a discussion with Ardeth

Maung Thawnghmung and Naw Moo Moo Paw on

what the role of local administrative authorities in

Myanmar tells us about the ongoing civil war at the

level of townships and villages.

For more information, visit [Stimson].  
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12 August 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof

Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

 What Causes Structural Change? An

Analysis for Thailand

Many Southeast Asian countries have recently or are

currently undergoing rapid structural change.

Structural change is the contraction of agriculture as a

share of aggregate economic output and the

corresponding expansion of the combined shares of

industry and services. The webinar will analyse its

economic causes in the context of Thailand, a country

experiencing rapid structural change over recent

decades. The webinar will also examine what this

means for Thailand’s future economic prospects and

implications for policy.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

12 August 2024 @ 2:00.-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Political polling: Strategies to overcome

challenges

For decades, polling has been essential in investigating

public opinion during election years, especially for

political candidates in understanding where sentiment

stands on make-or-break issues. But in this election

cycle, polling is as important as ever. With declining

response rates, emerging technology disrupting

traditional methods of measurement, distrust of

pollsters, and the introduction of new online polling

methods, how is polling done, and does it still

work? the Governance Studies program at Brookings

will host pollsters Amy Walter and David Wasserman to

discuss election polling and what polling can indicate

about the November elections.  

For more information, visit [Brookings].

13 August 2024 @ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), National

University of Singapore, Singapore

Why Unusual Empire-Building in

Northeast Asia (1897-1945) Helps Us

Understand the Present Great Power

Politics?
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This seminar examines an earlier moment of transition

in which imperial and sovereign struggles were linked

to imperialist adventures. The Great Korean Empire

(1897-1910) and the Empire of Manchukuo (1936-1945)

are not typically studied. Although very different in

many ways, they demonstrate the flexibility and

nuance within an empire, an underdetermined relation

with imperialism, and an important relationship

between sovereignty and Great Power politics.

For more information, visit [NUS].  

13 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. (GMT+8),

Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Federal-State Relations in Malaysia:

Dynamics, Developments and a Deep Dive

into Sabah

This webinar will first shed light on federal-state

relations under the Madani government led by Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim, focusing on administrative,

fiscal and political developments as states navigate

their relationship with the federal government at the

centre. Reflecting the country’s more fluid political

situation, states under different coalitions have

increasingly demanded more policy autonomy and

higher fiscal transfers. What immediate and long-term

solutions are available for policymakers at both federal

and state levels to resolve these tensions? The webinar

will then zoom in on Sabah’s political context and

future outlook. It will uncover the complexities and

underlying factors driving the frequent changes in

governance and the phenomenon of party-switching

among politicians in the state. It will offer a deep dive

into the intricacies of Sabah politics, providing a

comprehensive analysis of its past turbulent episodes,

current dynamics, and prospects leading up to the

critical state election by December 2025.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

13 August 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs,

Australia

Iranian Presidential Election 2024

Following the death in a helicopter crash on 19 May of

hard-line President Ebrahim Raisi, early presidential

elections were called. Wildcard candidate Masoud

Pezeshkian will become Iran's first reformist president
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in almost two decades, after he defeated hardliner

Saeed Jalili in the run-off election. Will Mr Pezeshkian

deliver on his role as a reformist which many Iranians

hope for? How will he manage Iran's struggling

economy? And how will the change in leadership

influence Iranian foreign policy? Join this event to

discuss the 2024 Iranian Presidential Election.

For more information, visit [AIIA].

13 August 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs,

Australia

UK Politics: From Chaos to Calmer Waters?

Join the event with former Attorney-General and High

Commissioner of Australia to the United Kingdom, The

Honourable Professor George Brandis KC, who will

speak on the recent years of political and social

turbulence in the UK preceding this year’s

parliamentary elections.

For more information, visit [AIIA].

14 August 2024 @ 9:30 -10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

Afghanistan’s Evolving Terrorism

Landscape under the Taliban

Nearly three years after the fall of Kabul to the Taliban,

Afghanistan-based terrorist groups pose an enduring

and evolving challenge to regional and global security.

The March 22, 2024 Islamic State-Khorasan Province

(ISKP) attack that killed 140 people in Moscow was a

tragic reminder of this continued threat. To take stock

of the current counterterrorism landscape in

Afghanistan and implications for U.S. and regional

policy, panelists will assess how groups including ISKP,

al Qaeda, and the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan have fared

under the Taliban and their potential future

trajectories. In this discussion, Stimson’s South Asia

Program’s Non-Resident Fellow Dr. Amira Jadoon’s

book, “The Islamic State in Afghanistan and Pakistan:

Strategic Alliances and Rivalries” (with Andrew Mines)

will be highlighted, which showcases original data and

primary sources to explain the group’s rise and

resilience.

For more information, visit [Stimson].  
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14 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. (GMT-7), Pacific Council

on International Policy, USA

Insights and Implications of the 2024

French Election

Following the European Parliament elections, which

saw the rise of France’s far-right National Rally party

(RN), French President Macron surprised allies and

political analysts alike by calling for a snap election.

Following the first round of votes, Marine Le Pen’s RN

seemed to be on track to hold the most seats of any

party or coalition. However, the second round of

elections revealed the prominence of the recently

formed New Popular Front (NFP) coalition, which

consists of parties from the far-left to the center-left.

Macron’s own coalition, the Ensemble alliance,

composed of moderate political parties, now holds the

second most seats, marking an expected blow to

Macron’s power. The distinguished speakers will

discuss the results and the implications this election

will have for France, the United States, and the rest of

the world. Guests will also have the opportunity to

participate in a Q&A session.

For more information, visit [Pacific Council].

14 August 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. (GMT+8),

Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Disinformation and Misinformation in

Election Campaigns in Southeast Asia:

Lessons Learned and Ways Forward

This hybrid seminar explores comparative perspectives

on how social media and various digital technologies

were exploited across multiple election campaigns

across Southeast Asia. Despite the wide use of online

political ads in election campaigns worldwide in the

past decade, regulations on online political ads are still

very fragmented, with social media and other online

platforms operating with different transparency

standards in different countries.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

14 August 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs,

Australia
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The Australian Foreign Policy Debate: A

Reassessment

How do we account for the current state of the debate

over Australian foreign and defence policy and what

are the key challenges that lie ahead in looking to the

mid 2030s? In his address, Professor James Curran will

consider what he sees as some of the forces shaping

the strategic discussion at this moment: its intellectual

incoherence, the fear amongst the political class of

offending tribal electorates, legitimate concerns over

China's assertiveness, anxieties about offending the US

ally and taking cover behind Washington's own

incoherent policy, and at times the near absolute

general uninterest in actual events. Join the event to

hear more from him.

For more information, visit [AIIA].

14 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (GMT+2),

Institute for Security Studies, South Africa

How will South Africa’s unity government

manage migration?

The formation of South Africa’s Government of

National Unity (GNU) after the May elections marks a

crucial moment for the country’s migration

governance. Political parties in the GNU with diverse

views on migration need to implement the long-

awaited Border Management Authority and the White

Paper on Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee

Protection gazetted shortly before the election. The

new policy promises to overhaul the country’s

migration system. This hybrid seminar will explore the

implications of these developments for migration

governance in South Africa and alignment with the

African Union’s Agenda 2063.

For more information, visit [ISS].

Recent Book Release

Jess Phillips, Let’s Be Honest: Truth, Lies and Politics,

Gallery UK, 255 pages, published August 8, 2024. For a

review, see [The Guardian Review of Books].

Genevieve Guenther, The Language of Climate

Politics: Fossil-Fuel Propaganda and How to Fight It,

Oxford University Press, 280 pages, published July 10,
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2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles Review of

Books].

Peter Hessler, Other Rivers: A Chinese Education,

Penguin Press, 464 pages, published July 9, 2024. For a

review, see [The Los Angeles Review of Books].

Jonathan Chatwin, The Southern Tour: Deng Xiaoping

and the Fight for China's Future (Asian Arguments),

Bloomsbury Academic, 200 pages, published May 16,

2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles Review of

Books].

Elizabeth O’Brien Ingleson, Made in China: When US-

China Interests Converged to Transform Global Trade,

Harvard University Press, 352 pages, published March

19, 2024. For a review, see [The Los Angeles Review of

Books].

Marta Lorimer, Europe as Ideological Resource:

European Integration and Far Right Legitimation in

France and Italy, OUP Oxford, 299 pages, published

March 13, 2024. For a review, see [The LSE Review of

Books].

Leslie T. Chang, Egyptian Made: Women, Work, and

the Promise of Liberation, Random House, 368 pages,

published March 12, 2024. For a review, see [The Los

Angeles Review of Books].

Barnett et al, The One State Reality: What Is

Israel/Palestine?, Cornell University Press, 372 pages,

published March 15, 2023. For a review, see [The

Foreign Affairs Review of Books].

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon

invites paper proposals for its International Congress

"‘And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective

Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-9,

2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract submission

is October 25, 2024. For more information, see

[University of Lisbon].

The South Asia International Economic Law

Network invites paper proposals for the Fourth

Biennial Conference “Local Approaches to

International Economic Law” to be held on December

16-18, 2024, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The deadline for

abstract submission is July 30, 2024. For more

information, see [South Asia International Economic

Law Network].
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Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Legal Expert to be based in

Lebanon. Applications are accepted until August 13,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for Global campaigns social media

and communications support. This is a remote

position. Applications are accepted until August 16,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Specialist to be based

in Ha Noi, Viet Nam. Applications are accepted until

August 17, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Risk Management Advisor to

be based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications are

accepted until August 16, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC for the evaluation of the

Reintegration of Roman Returnees Project. The

primary location for this position is in Turkey.

Applications are accepted until August 15, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC Expert to analyse

application of exceptions from the PP Law of

Serbia. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC Expert for development

of Public Procurement Action Plan. The primary

location for this position is in Serbia. Applications are

accepted until August 15, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Security Communications

Associate to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Applications are accepted until August 14, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Communications and

External Relations Analyst to be based in
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Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Applications are accepted until

August 14, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Portfolio Team Lead (

Democratic Governance and Green Portfolio) to be

based in Skopje, North Macedonia. Applications are

accepted until August 22, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Rule of Law Specialist to be

based in Peshawar, Pakistan. Applications are accepted

until August 15, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a candidate for Consultancy – Young and

Emerging Evaluator, UNICEF East Asia and Pacific

Regional Office (EAPRO). Duty location is Bangkok,

Thailand. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Chief Social Policy based in Beijing,

China. Applications are accepted until August 14, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Data Protection and Privacy Specialist

(Governance) based in Florence, Italy. Applications are

accepted until August 14, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for an International consultant to support

implementation of the Law of the Republic of

Uzbekistan ‘On protection of children from all

forms of violence. Applications are accepted until

August 8, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Legal Affairs Specialist based in

Brussels, Belgium. Applications are accepted until

August 14, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The World Bank is looking for a Counsel – Legal to be

based in Hanoi, Viet Nam. Applications are accepted

until September 12, 2024. More information is

provided at [WB]. 

The World Bank is looking for a Data Analyst to be

based in Washington, DC, United States. Applications
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are accepted until August 19, 2024. More information

is provided at [WB]. 

The World Bank is looking for a Senior Operations

Officer to be based in Thimphu, Bhutan. Applications

are accepted until August 14, 2024. More information

is provided at [WB]. 

The World Bank is looking for an Economist - Digital

Development to be based in Washington, DC, United

States. Applications are accepted until August 27, 2024.

More information is provided at [WB].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Senior Operations Officer (CPCP) to be based in

Afghanistan, Kabul. Applications are accepted until

August 15, 2024. More information is provided at

[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Consultant - Innovation and Research (INR)/ Data,

Strategy and Innovation. This is a home-based

position. Applications are accepted until August 14,

2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Project Officer to be based in Paris, France.

Applications are accepted until August 20, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for a

Head of unit/ Executive officer to be based in Paris,

France. Applications are accepted until September 1,

2024. More information is provided at [UNESCO].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Programme Management Intern: Support to

Uniformed Gender Parity Strategy implementation

and to the Pilot Network for Uniformed Women.

This is a Flexible (Hybrid, all remote, or in-person)

position.  Applications are accepted until August 22,

2024. More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Communications Intern to be based in Luanda.

Applications are accepted until August 16, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Human Rights Officer (Victim Participation) to be

based in Geneva. Applications are accepted until

September 12, 2024. More information is provided at

[UN Secretariat].
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The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Human Rights Officer. This post is located in the

Independent Institution on Missing Persons in the

Syrian Arab Republic (IIMP), Geneva (Switzerland).

Applications are accepted until September 1, 2024.

More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Political Affairs Officer. The position is based in the

Eastern Africa Division of DPPA-DPO. The incumbent

will support the Personal Envoy of the Secretary-

General (PESG) for Sudan. Applications are accepted

until August 13, 2024. More information is provided at

[UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

candidate for the Preparation of conflict analysis for

the UN in Georgia. Applications are accepted until

August 16, 2024. More information is provided at [UN

Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Legal Officer to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.

Applications are accepted until August 13, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Women's Protection and Empowerment (WPE)

Technical Advisor. Applications are accepted until

January 6, 2025. More information is provided at [IRC].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Policy

Specialist (Women Centered Foreign Policy) to be

based in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Applications are accepted until August 26, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Women].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Peace Building Officer to be based in Aba'ala Afar,

Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until August 14,

2024. More information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Head of Humanitarian Disarmament and

Peacebuilding to be based in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Applications are accepted until August 15, 2024. More

information is provided at [DRC].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Capacity Building Specialist

(Institutional Capacity Building) to be based in

Colombo, Sri Lanka. Applications are accepted until

August 16, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNOPS].
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Durham Law School and the Department of

Economics are looking for an Assistant Professor of

Law and Economics. Applications are accepted until

September 6, 2024. More information is provided at

[Durham].

Durham Law School and the Department for

Computer Science are looking for an Assistant

Professor in Law and Computer Science.

Applications are accepted until September 6, 2024.

More information is provided at [Durham].

The University of Winchester is looking for a

Lecturer in Reconciliation and Peacebuilding.

Applications are accepted until August 14, 2024. More

information is provided at [Winchester].

The Department of Social and Political Sciences,

Philosophy, and Anthropology at the University of

Exeter is looking for a Lecturer in Politics or

International Relations (E&S). Applications are

accepted until August 15, 2024. More information is

provided at [Exeter].

London School of Economics and Political Science is

looking for an Assistant Professor in Development

Studies. Applications are accepted until November 3,

2024. More information is provided at [LSE].

The University of Greenwich is looking for a Lecturer

in Development Economics/Development Studies.

Applications are accepted until August 16, 2024. More

information is provided at [Greenwich].

Johns Hopkins University, SAIS Europe is currently

seeking an Associate/Full Professor of European

Politics The Johns Hopkins University, SAIS Europe

(resident at Bologna, Italy). Applications are

accepted until October 1, 2024. More information is

provided at [JHU].

Johns Hopkins University, SAIS Europe is currently

seeking an Associate/Full Professor of American

Foreign Policy The Johns Hopkins University, SAIS

Europe (resident at Bologna, Italy Campus).

Applications are accepted until October 1, 2024. More

information is provided at [JHU].

The Department of Politics at Sussex University is

looking for a Lecturer in Politics (Education and

Research). Applications are accepted until August 13,

2024. More information is provided at [Sussex].

The Management and Organization Department

within The Smeal College of Business at Pennsylvania

State University invites applications for adjunct
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instructor positions to teach one or more graduate

courses. More information is provided at

[Pennsylvania].

St. John’s College is looking for a College Lecturer In

Politics. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2024. More information is provided at [St. John’s].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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