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Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of the Central African Republic, the
Republic of the Congo, Gabon, India, Indonesia, the
Restoration Day of the Dominican Republic, the
National Liberation Day of North Korea and South
Korea, and the National Day of Liechtenstein this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Veteran fund manager resigns
amid crackdown on securities sector

(jf) Veteran Chinese financial executive Zhao Xuejun
has been put under investigation, marking the latest
instance of Beijing's increased scrutiny of the country's
troubled securities sector.

The chairman of Harvest Fund Management, one of
China's largest mutual fund firms, has stepped down
from his position due to the investigation, as stated by
the Beijing-based company on August 9.

Zhao, 58, became president of Harvest in 2000. He was
appointed chairman and president in 2017. He is
regarded as an open-minded professional with an
international perspective on China's stock market.



Under his leadership, Harvest has transformed from a
traditional mutual fund manager into a diversified
asset management conglomerate, encompassing real
estate, equity investment, and intelligent investment
research services. Harvest manages RMB 1.57 trillion
(USD 219 billion) in assets and has generated nearly
RMB 200 billion in returns for its investors.

Zhao's potential downfall would further indicate
Beijing's intensifying crackdown on the securities
sector amid a struggling stock market. China's National
Audit Office has deployed inspection teams to leading
mutual fund firms to identify and eliminate illegal
activities by these cash-rich institutions. The clean-up
campaign is expected to conclude in September.
[South China Morning Post]

China: Ministry warns against agents
"implanting" anti-China materials in
applications to foreign universities

(jf) China’s Ministry of State Security has accused
education consultants of embedding anti-China
sentiments in student applications for overseas
universities, describing them as "accomplices of
overseas anti-China forces" by encouraging students to
fabricate false résumés and personal statements.

In a WeChat post on August 9, the ministry criticized
education agents for "stirring up sensitive issues" and
using "defamation and slander" to bolster students'
chances of acceptance at foreign universities, which
they claimed fueled anti-China activities. The ministry
warned of "hidden risks" and labeled such practices as
a national security threat, asserting that smearing
China in university applications abroad could
jeopardize national security. [WeChat in Chinese]

The ministry also pointed to current counter-espionage
legislation that defines “fabricating, distorting facts,
publishing, disseminating information” about China as
endangering national security, among others. [Global
Times] [China Law Translate]

As China is the world's largest source of overseas
students, many rely on agents to handle admissions
systems. Western countries, meanwhile, remain
popular destinations for Chinese students studying
abroad, with the UK, US, and Australia ranking as the
top three choices this year. [South China Morning Post]
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China: Company charged with obtaining
thousands of dead bodies for dental
transplants through theft

(jf) A Chinese company has been accused of stealing
over 4,000 bodies from crematoriums and medical
laboratories to harvest bones for dental grafts, causing
widespread public outrage. The details were made
public by Yi Shenghua, a prominent criminal lawyer,
who shared the information on social media on August
8.

According to Yi's social media post, a company named
Shanxi Aorui Biomaterials is suspected of illegally
purchasing corpses and limbs from Sichuan, Guangxi,
and Shandong provinces to produce bone grafts. He
claimed the company earned RMB 380 million (USD 53
million), primarily from selling bones for dental grafts.
Documents released by Yi indicated that police seized
over 18 tons of bones and more than 34,000 semi-
finished and finished products.

A suspect who served as the company's general
manager, allegedly confessed to stealing more than
4,000 bodies from crematoriums in Yunnan,
Chongging, Guizhou, and Sichuan. Additionally, 75
suspects have been detained during the ongoing
investigation. Crematorium workers are suspected of
dismembering bodies to sell the bones. The
investigation also probes claims that Qingdao
University Hospital's liver center in Shandong illegally
sold corpses to the company. [South China Morning
Post]

This comes as China’s state-run funeral industry is
under increased scrutiny following a series of arrests
by anti-corruption investigators. In a latest
development, Communist Party disciplinary
investigators in Huainan, Anhui province, announced
early August detained Zhang Duo, an employee from
the Paniji district funeral home, for “suspected serious
violations of discipline and law.” This phrase is often
used as a euphemism for corruption. Zhang's
detention follows the corruption investigations
initiated by disciplinary authorities three months ago in
the neighboring city of Wuhu, targeting Jiang Junsheng,
the director of its municipal funeral service
administrative office, along with his deputy, Ren
Yongsheng.

Most funeral parlors in China operate under the direct
supervision of civil affairs authorities and hold
monopolistic control, often criticized for their opaque
pricing and substandard services, creating an
environment ripe for corruption (see AiR No. 32,
August/2024, 1).
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China: Fears of deflation ease as
consumer prices rise

(jf) China's consumer prices increased more than
anticipated in July, alleviating fears about ongoing
deflation in the world's second-largest economy.

The National Bureau of Statistics reported on August 9
that the country's consumer price index rose by 0.5
percent year-on-year last month, surpassing the 0.3
percent rise predicted by economists. This increase
was the largest since February when prices rose by 0.7
percent, and it exceeded the 0.2 percent growth
recorded in June. [National Bureau of Statistics, China,
in Chinese]

Consumer price growth in China has been weak over
the past year, with frequent negative readings raising
concerns about the strength of domestic demand amid
a three-year property market slowdown.

Fierce competition across various Chinese industries,
particularly in the automotive sector, has contributed
to the downward pressure on prices. In 2024, Beijing
has increased its focus on manufacturing after last
year's expected post-pandemic consumer rebound did
not occur.

Producer prices, which measure the cost of goods as
they leave factories and include material and
commodity costs, fell by 0.8 percent in July, matching
the decline of the previous month. Core inflation,
which excludes food and energy prices, rose by 0.4
percent, according to the NBS, compared to 0.6
percentin June.

Pork prices, a significant component of China's
consumer goods basket, jumped by 20 percent in July,
marking the most considerable increase since late
2022. Prices have been highly unstable since African
swine fever outbreaks from 2018 to 2021 led to the
mass culling of pig herds.

Analysts noted that stable food prices, which had been
in deflation for the past year, significantly contributed
to the overall increase in the consumer price index
(CPI). However, he highlighted that other factors
continued to exert downward pressure on prices,
including transportation facilities affected by cheaper
vehicle prices, communications impacted by
decreasing smartphone prices, and declining rents.
[Financial Times]
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China: PBOC to boost treasury bond
trading

(jf) On August 9, China's central bank, the People's
Bank of China (PBOC), announced plans to enhance its
monetary policy toolkit by gradually increasing its open
market operations, particularly through the buying and
selling of treasury bonds, as outlined in its second-
quarter monetary policy implementation report.

The PBOC aims to steadily reduce financing costs for
companies and credit costs for households,
emphasizing that prudent monetary policy should be
"flexible, moderate, precise, and effective." The central
bank will also monitor changes in the monetary
policies of major overseas central banks closely.

The central is also considering plans to appropriately
narrow its interest rate corridor to provide clearer
signals of interest rate adjustments to the markets.
Last month, the central bank launched temporary repo
and reverse repo operations to make open market
operations more efficient and maintain ample liquidity
in the banking system.

China's economic growth fell short of forecasts in the
second quarter, hampered by a downturn in the
property market and sluggish domestic demand, with
some July economic indicators reflecting an uneven
recovery.

Regarding the Chinese yuan, the PBOC pledged to
prevent the formation and self-reinforcement of
unilateral expectations and guard against the risk of
exchange rate overshooting. The yuan has risen by 0.7
percent against the dollar this month, alongside a
strengthening Japanese yen, as short positions
unwound following a surprise rate hike by the Bank of
Japan and weak U.S. economic indicators.

To support the stable and healthy development of the
property sector, the PBOC stated it would increase
support for construction and boost the supply of
affordable housing. Maintaining stable prices and
ensuring moderate inflation remain significant
considerations for the bank's monetary policy. The
PBOC reiterated its commitment to keeping prices at a
"reasonable level." [Reuters]

China: Law professor silenced on social
media after cybersecurity ID plan
criticism
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(jf) A prominent Chinese law professor has been
silenced on social media after speaking out against a
proposed national cybersecurity ID system. Lao
Dongyan, a criminal law academic at Tsinghua
University in Beijing, has had her Weibo account muted
for 90 days for allegedly violating "relevant rules,"
according to a notice on her profile. Additionally,
Weibo has restricted users from following her account,
which has nearly 800,000 followers. Her last post,
made on the night of August 6, was quickly removed.

In the post, Lao described facing online attacks similar
to the "big character posters" (da zi bao) used to attack
political opponents during the Cultural Revolution. Lao
attributed these attacks to her opposition to the digital
ID plan released on July 25 by the Ministry of Public
Security and the Cyberspace Administration of China,
which was open for public consultation for 30 days.

Lao has been an outspoken critic on various issues,
including China's widespread use of facial recognition
technology, its COVID-19 restrictions, and gender
issues. In a detailed Weibo post on July 31, she
compared the proposed cybersecurity system to the
health code app introduced during the pandemic,
suggesting it would serve as "a monitor for everyone's
online activities." She warned that accessing the
internet or online services would effectively become "a
privilege that requires permission to enjoy" and
questioned the legal basis for the proposed regulation.

Lao also doubted the need for a standardized network
identity, noting that more than a billion internet users
in China are already registered under real-name cyber
policies introduced in 2011. Her criticism quickly drew
backlash from supporters of the plan. [South China
Morning Post]

China: Liquidation petition against
Evergrande unit launched

(jf) An investor has filed a petition in a Chinese court
seeking the liquidation of a key onshore unit of the
heavily indebted property developer China Evergrande,
according to a stock filing by the petitioner on August
7. The Shenzhen-listed electric appliance manufacturer
Vanward cited a dispute with Evergrande's unit
Guangzhou Kailong Real Estate over a RMB 200 million
(USD 27.9 million) investment. The court in Guangzhou,
located in southern China, is currently reviewing
Vanward's case, as stated in the filing.

In December 2022, Vanward secured an arbitration
ruling in Shenzhen, requiring Kailong to repay the
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investment with interest and cover legal costs.
However, Kailong has yet to comply, Vanward
mentioned in its filing. This petition follows a January
order by a Hong Kong court for the liquidation of China
Evergrande, the offshore holding company of its
onshore units, due to its failure to present an
adequate restructuring plan for USD 23 billion in
offshore debt (see AR No. 5, January/2024, 5). AHong
Kong liquidation order does not automatically apply in
mainland China.

Evergrande's liquidators declined to comment on the
petition. Evergrande stated to Reuters that Kailong's
bankruptcy would not impact the normal operations of
Hengda Real Estate, Evergrande's main property entity
in mainland China, including the completion and
delivery of homes to buyers. According to the business
registry database Qichacha, Kailong serves as the
holding platform for Hengda but does not operate any
property projects and holds a 60.3 percent stake in
Hengda. [Reuters]

In a latest development, Evergrande's liquidators have
invited potential investors to express interest in
restructuring the heavily indebted property developer
or its various components. This initiative arises
because the liquidators currently do not foresee a
viable restructuring path that would allow Evergrande
to resume trading its shares due to its substantial debt
and business difficulties, the company stated.

The liquidation process follows a Hong Kong court
order after Evergrande, once China’s largest property
developer, failed to restructure USD 23 billion in
offshore debt, with total liabilities exceeding USD 300
billion.

Consultancy firm Alvarez & Marsal, acting as the
liquidators, is managing Evergrande’s affairs, striving to
recover value for creditors but recognizing the limited
prospects for restructuring without new investment,
according to the company.

Since the Chinese property sector plunged into a debt
crisis in 2021, numerous high-profile developers,
including Shimao and Country Garden, have faced
liquidation lawsuits from creditors. A Hong Kong court
on August 8 postponed a liquidation petition against
Shimao for the third time (see article below), granting
the struggling developer additional time to collaborate
with creditors on a revised restructuring plan.
[Reuters]

China: Cargo drones and air taxis tested
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(jf) On August 12, engineers launched China's largest
cargo drone on a test flight and tested a helicopter taxi
on a soon-to-open 100-km (62-mile) route to Shanghai,
marking new milestones in the country's expanding
low-altitude economy. Developed by state-funded
Sichuan Tengden Sci-tech Innovation Co., the twin-
engine cargo drone boasts a payload capacity of 2
metric tons and took off for its maiden flight in Sichuan
province on August 11, which lasted about 20 minutes,
according to state media.

With a wingspan of 16.1 meters (52.8 feet) and a height
of 4.6 meters (15 feet), the Tengden-built drone is
slightly larger than the Cessna 172, the world's most
popular light aircraft. As the leading drone-
manufacturing nation, China is testing drones with
larger payload capacities while transport companies
are planning both manned and unmanned air taxi
services. The country is easing airspace restrictions
and offering incentives to develop a low-altitude
economy, which its aviation regulator estimates will
grow into a RMB 2 trillion (USD 279 billion) industry by
2030—a fourfold increase from 2023.

Tengden's trial run followed the inaugural flight of a
cargo drone by state-owned Aviation Industry Corp of
China (AVIC) in June, the country's leading aerospace
company. The AVIC HH-100 can carry a payload of 700
kg (1,543 pounds) and has a flight radius of 520 km.
Next year, AVIC plans to test its largest cargo drone,
the TP2000, which will carry up to 2 tons and fly four
times farther than the HH-100.

China has already initiated commercial drone
deliveries. In May, Phoenix Wings, a cargo drone firm
owned by delivery giant SF Express, began delivering
fresh fruit from the island province of Hainan to
southern Guangdong using Fengzhou-90 drones
developed by SF, a unit of S.F. Holding. Industry
insiders in China highlight that cargo drones offer
reduced delivery times and lower transport costs while
enabling access to locations lacking conventional
aviation facilities, such as rooftops in densely built
urban areas. Drones could also be used for taxi
services.

In April, aviation authorities issued a production
certificate to Guangzhou-based EHang Holdings for its
passenger-carrying drone, marking China's first
certification for an autonomous passenger drone. This
year, the government recognized the low-altitude
economy as a new growth engine, with vertical
mobility seen as a "new productive force" in sectors
such as passenger and cargo transport. [Reuters]
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China: Construction of mega oil and gas
platform completed

(jf) China has reportedly completed the construction of
a massive offshore oil and gas platform. This structure
took three years to build and stands 24 stories high,
weighing over 17,000 tons. Its deck spans an area
equivalent to 15 basketball courts, as detailed by state
broadcaster CCTV.

The platform boasts one of the world’s largest
transmission capacities and, once fully operational, will
be able to deliver 24 million tons of crude oil and 7.4
billion cubic meters of gas annually.

Constructed by the state-owned China Offshore Oil
Engineering Company in the eastern port city of
Qingdao, the platform is set to be transported to the
Marjan oil field in the Gulf at the end of the month.

China is striving to enhance its capabilities in advanced
manufacturing as part of its strategy to climb the
industrial value chain. The Marjan oil field, located off
the east coast of Saudi Arabia, is owned and operated
by the state-owned Saudi Aramco.

According to Offshore Technology, a London-based
industry news source, the platform is part of the US$12
billion Marjan crude increment program, which aims to
increase the field's capacity by 300,000 barrels of crude
oil per day. The platform will also process an additional
2.5 billion standard cubic feet per day, producing
360,000 barrels of ethane and natural gas liquids.
[South China Morning Post]

China: Court in Hong Kong postpones
developer Shimao's liquidation petition

(jf) Embattled Chinese property developer Shimao
Group announced on August 8 that a Hong Kong court
has postponed a winding-up petition against the
company until December 16. This adjournment
provides Shimao with additional time to collaborate
with creditors on a revised restructuring plan.

The high court has delayed the liquidation petition
against Shimao for the third time, following previous
postponements on July 31 and June 26 of this year. The
petition was filed in April by China Construction Bank
(Asia) due to non-repayment of approximately USD 200
million in loans. Shimao, a Shanghai-based property
developer, failed to meet its offshore debt obligations,
which totaled USD 11.5 billion, in 2022.
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In response to creditors' opposition to its initial
restructuring plan presented in March, the company
recently introduced an improved version of the
proposal. These revised terms aim to garner more
support from creditors for the company's debt
restructuring efforts. [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong court rejects media
tycoon Jimmy Lai's attempt to overturn
his conviction

(jf) On August 12, Hong Kong's top court unanimously
dismissed an appeal to overturn the convictions of
media tycoon Jimmy Lai and six other pro-democracy
campaigners for participating in an unauthorized
assembly in 2019.

Lai, along with former lawmakers Lee Cheuk-yan, 67,
Leung Kwok-hung, and Cyd Ho, were initially sentenced
to jail terms ranging from eight to 18 months for
organizing and participating in the unauthorized
assembly. Their sentences were reduced to three to six
months after their conviction for organizing was
quashed. Lai has been in solitary confinement since
December 2020 and is facing a separate national
security trial. He is also serving a five-year and nine-
month sentence after being convicted of violating a
lease contract for his now-defunct newspaper's
headquarters.

A lower court had previously overturned their
conviction for organizing the unauthorized assembly
but upheld the conviction for participating in the
unauthorized procession. The appeal focused on
whether the conviction was proportional to
fundamental human rights protections, referencing
two non-binding decisions by Britain's Supreme Court
regarding "operational proportionality.” [Reuters]

In 2020, Beijing imposed a national security law after
the 2019 pro-democracy protests (see AiR No. 26,
June/2020, 5), and in March, the Hong Kong legislative
council passed a new national security law, also known
as Article 23 (see AIR No. 13, March/2024, 4). Both have
drawn criticism for its impacts on civil liberties and
freedom of expression in the former British colony.

China: Head of the Hong Kong press union
promises to fight for rights of journalists
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(jf) The chairwoman of the Hong Kong Journalists
Association (HKJA) Selina Cheng has vowed to continue
fighting for journalists' rights and press freedom,
following her dismissal from The Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) reportedly due to her decision to accept the
leadership role at the embattled union.

OnJuly 17, local and international media captured
Cheng leaving the US newspaper's office at Wan Chai's
Central Plaza. She informed the press that senior
editors at the WS) had learned of her candidacy for the
HKJA leadership and demanded she resign from the
union (see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4).

Cheng stated she "declined" the request and was
subsequently informed that her involvement with the
HKJA would be "incompatible" with her responsibilities
as a reporter covering China's automobile and energy
sectors.

Press organizations, including the Society of
Professional Journalists and the International
Federation of Journalists (IFJ), voiced their support for
Cheng. The IF) noted that compelling Cheng to
relinquish her role at HKJA only serves to "further
narrow the space for independent journalism in Hong
Kong" and "gravely undermines" freedoms of
association and press freedom in the city. [Hong Kong
Free Press]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida pushes for
debate on amending pacifist constitution

(rl) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has urged
his ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to accelerate
discussions on a highly sensitive issue: the amendment
of Japan's pacifist Constitution, specifically Article 9,
which renounces war and prohibits Japan from
maintaining military forces.

During a meeting focused on constitutional reform,
Kishida directed the party to organize key points of the
debate by the end of August, reflecting his intent to
garner support ahead of the LDP leadership race next
month. [Mainichi Shimbun]

Kishida, often viewed as a moderate, emphasized the
importance of the Self-Defense Forces (SDF) in
safeguarding the nation and advocated for their
explicit mention in the Constitution. This move is seen
as an effort to appease conservative factions within the
party that have long sought to revise the postwar
Constitution, which they consider an imposition by the
United States after World War .
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Despite being in power for much of the time since
1955, the LDP has not yet succeeded in amending the
Constitution, largely due to public opposition and the
high parliamentary threshold required for
constitutional amendments. While conservatives push
for change, many citizens and left-leaning opposition
parties believe that Article 9 has been instrumental in
maintaining Japan's peace for the past seven decades.

Kishida's call for reform comes as the LDP prepares to
celebrate its 70th anniversary in 2025, with the Prime
Minister reiterating his commitment to achieving
constitutional reform during his tenure. However,
recent political scandals, including a slush funds
controversy, have shaken public confidence, leading
Kishida to delay submitting a draft reform bill to this
year's parliamentary session (see AiR No. 48,
November/2023, 4). [Japan Today] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Future prime minister candidate
Ishiba endorses central bank’s rate hikes

(rl) Shigeru Ishiba, a prominent member of Japan's
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and a potential
candidate for prime minister, has endorsed the Bank
of Japan's (BQJ) policy of gradually raising interest
rates. In an interview with Reuters on August 6, Ishiba
emphasized that the normalization of monetary policy
could help reduce costs and enhance industrial
competitiveness.

He acknowledged that the focus has been on the
negative aspects of rate hikes, such as a stock market
rout, but highlighted the potential benefits, including
lower import costs and increased industrial
competitiveness.

Ishiba's comments follow the BOJ's decision to raise
interest rates to target policy rate to 0.25 percent in
July, which caused significant turbulence in financial
markets. This rate hike came just four months after the
central bank raised its key rate above zero for the first
time in 17 years (see AiR No. 12, March/2024, 3)

"Japan's economy is largely driven by domestic
demand," Ishiba explained, noting that while some
export-oriented companies benefit from a weak yen,
the majority of the population faces higher prices due
to the currency's weakness. He refrained from
specifying his preferred yen range, though he
acknowledged that a general consensus exists for a
range between JPY 110-140 per dollar.
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Higher interest rates, according to Ishiba, could also
improve market mechanisms by promoting capital
shifts to companies with strong growth prospects, thus
boosting Japan's industrial competitiveness.

Ishiba, known for his criticism of former BOJ governor
Haruhiko Kuroda's radical monetary stimulus under
"Abenomics," urged the BOJ to clearly communicate
the benefits of higher interest rates to the public. He
emphasized that while it would take time for the
benefits to materialize, the BOJ should remain
independent from political influence in its monetary
policy decisions. [Prime Minister of Japan and his
Cabinet]

Ishiba’s statements come as the LDP is set to hold a
leadership election in September. While Ishiba has not
yet officially announced his candidacy, he remains a
strong contender, regularly ranking high in voter
surveys. [Reuters]

Japan: Proposal for largest civil servant
pay raise in three decades

(rl) Japan's National Personnel Authority has proposed
a significant pay increase for civil servants, marking the
largest hike in nearly 30 years. The recommended raise
for fiscal 2024 averages 2.76 percent, equivalent to an
increase of JPY 11,183 (USD 76) per month for general
civil service positions. This marks the first time since
1992 that a wage increase of over 2 percent has been
suggested. [Japan Today]

The move aims to align public sector wages more
closely with the private sector, where salaries have
seen sharper increases. To attract talent, the authority
also proposed a record increase of over JPY 20,000 for
starting salaries for high school and university
graduates entering public service. In May, a growth in
base pay was observed in the private sector, where
base pay increased 2.5 percent from a year ago, which
was the fastest growth since 1993 (see AiR No. 28,
July/2024, 2.
Additionally, the proposal includes a 0.10-month
increase in bonuses, raising them to the equivalent of
4.60 months of salary. This would be the third
consecutive year of both salary and bonus increases.
The recommendations are expected to impact local
government employees similarly.

If approved by the Cabinet and relevant ministers, the
average annual salary for government administrative
staff, with an average age of 42.1 years, will increase by
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JPY 228,000 (USD 1,541), reaching JPY 6,916,000 (USD
46,765) annually.

This proposal comes as Japan's private sector
experiences its largest wage hikes since 1991, driven
by rising costs of energy and food. The public sector
increases aim to maintain competitive employment
conditions and ensure the public sector remains an
attractive career choice. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Stocks rebound from worst crash
since 1987

(rl) On August 6, Japanese shares surged, recovering
some of the substantial losses from the previous day.
The Nikkei 225 index finished 10 percent higher, and
the broader Topix closed around 9 percent up.

This recovery followed a dramatic drop on August 5,
which marked the Nikkei's largest one-day percentage
fall since October 1987. Following the drop, the wave
of investors selling hit many Japanese companies, with
Toyota Motor Corp.'s shares dropped 13.7 percent and
Honda Motor Co. lost 17.8 percent. Computer chip
maker Tokyo Electron dived 18.5 percent and
Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group plunged 17.8 percent.
[AP]

The rebound was seen as a typical market response
after a crash, with Neil Newman from Astris Advisory in
Tokyo noting that the fundamentals of the economy
remain sound. However, short-term volatility is
expected to persist, particularly as the US dollar has
not yet stabilized against the Japanese yen.

The sharp recovery in Japanese stocks helped
underpin a mixed performance in global markets.
South Korea's Kospi gained 3.3 percent, and Taiwan’s
stocks rose by 3.4 percent. Conversely, Hong Kong's
Hang Seng Index fell by 0.3 percent. European markets
showed early signs of recovery but dropped by late
morning. The Stoxx 600 index was 0.3 percent lower,
and London'’s FTSE 100 also edged down by 0.3
percent. US futures were up, suggesting a higher open
for Wall Street.

The August 5 crash was triggered by concerns over a
slowing US economy, rising Japanese interest rates,
and falling tech stocks. Analysts from UBS and Moody's
Analytics highlighted fears of a potential US recession
and the impact of the unwinding of yen carry trades.

Despite the rebound, analysts cautioned that it might
be too early to declare a bottom for the Japanese stock
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market, suggesting that a clearer recovery might be
visible only after first-half earnings reports in October
or following the US presidential election in November.

The market turmoil was exacerbated by the rapid
appreciation of the yen, which reached a seven-month
high against the US dollar before pulling back. This
appreciation undermines the competitiveness of
Japanese exports and triggered the unwinding of yen
carry trades, a significant factor in the market volatility.
[Aljazeera] [CNN] [VOA]

Japan: Earthquake raises alarms about
potential megaquake, PM cancels Central
Asia visit

(rl) On August 12, a powerful 7.1-magnitude
earthquake struck southwestern Japan, causing
significant concern about the possibility of a larger,
impending seismic event along the Pacific coast. The
quake, which occurred near Miyazaki Prefecture, led to
minor injuries and triggered tsunami warnings, though
these were later lifted. [Euronews]

Japan's Meteorological Agency raised concerns that the
quake could be a precursor to a much larger eventin
the Nankai Trough, a region prone to megaquakes.
Nankai Trough is a deep oceanic trench off the
southern coast of Japan known for producing some of
the most devastating earthquakes in the country’s
history. As a result, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
canceled a planned visit to Central Asia to prepare for
a potential disaster. [Reuters]

Japan is one of the most seismically active countries in
the world, with a long history of devastating
earthquakes. The country's strict building codes are
designed to ensure that structures can withstand
powerful quakes, a lesson learned from past disasters,
including the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami,
which caused widespread destruction and led to the
Fukushima nuclear disaster. [Independent]

Japan: US-inspired defense technology
research center to be opened in October

(rl) Japan's Defense Ministry has announced the
establishment of a new research institute in Tokyo, set
to open in October 2024, dedicated to advancing
defense technologies. Modeled after the US Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), the
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institute will focus on developing innovative solutions
that could significantly influence future military
capabilities.

The institute, tentatively named the Defense
Innovation Technology Institute, will be housed at the
Ebisu Garden Place commercial complex and employ
about 100 personnel. Half of the team will be recruited
from the private sector, including experts from
companies and universities, to foster collaboration
between the government and industry. Key areas of
focus include artificial intelligence, robotics
engineering, and elementary particle research.

The plans involve utilizing Al and image recognition
technology to develop autonomous vehicles capable of
operating in complete darkness, a capability that
current self-driving technology generally lacks.

The institute's mission includes both long-term
research and "breakthrough" projects aimed at
deploying new technologies within three years.

This initiative aligns with Japan's National Defense
Strategy, which was updated in December 2022 to
emphasize the development of cutting-edge
technologies for defense purposes. [Ministry of
Defense]

The strategy is part of Japan's most significant defense
buildup since World War II, driven by increasing
security concerns in the region, particularly from China
and North Korea. [Kyodo News] [Nikkei Asia]

Mongolia: Major political parties sign
"Courage for Rapid Development”
agreement

(to) On August 12, leaders of Mongolia's three major
political parties, the Mongolian People's Party (MPP),
the Democratic Party (DP), and the National Labour
Party (HUN Party), signed the "Courage for Rapid
Development" agreement.

This joint government agreement aims to address
Mongolia's development challenges by focusing on
regional development, human rights, economic
growth, and governance reforms. The agreement
emphasizes collaboration across sectors, including
partnerships with investors, the private sector, and civil
society, to drive innovation and ensure the
implementation of key projects and policies.
[Mongolian News Agency]
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Mongolia: Government submits 2024-2028
Action Program to parliament

(to) The Mongolian government has finalized its 2024-
2028 Action Program and submitted it to Parliament.
The Cabinet of Mongolia discussed the draft on August
7, covering 20 issues, including regional development,
human development policies in education, health, and
employment, and intersectoral coordination in housing
and education linked to the Sovereign Wealth Fund
Law.

The program aims to create an inclusive economy and
streamline government operations. The draft was
developed with input from ministries, NGOs, and
professional associations, and all parties in Parliament
will be contractually obligated to its implementation.
The program also includes 15 specific mega projects to
boost regional development. [Mongolia News Agency]

Mongolia: Rising river levels trigger
emergency response

(to) Mongolia's major rivers, including the Tuul,
Kherlen, and Orkhon, have seen significant increases in
water levels, causing widespread flooding in several
regions. As of August 6, the Tuul River near
Ulaanbaatar exceeded dangerous flood levels by up to
35 cm, with other rivers surpassing critical levels by up
to 90 cm.

In response, Ulaanbaatar's Deputy Governor L.
Khosbayar held an emergency meeting with city
officials and the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change to address the urgent environmental
challenges. The discussions focused on flood
prevention, soil and forest fire control, and
implementing green transition initiatives. Authorities
are also considering installing automated water meters
and level sensors to better manage flood risk. [The UB
Post]

Mongolia: Doctors to receive advanced
training for incurable diseases

(to) On August 12, 2024, Minister of Health of
Mongolia, Munkhsaikhan Togtmol announced that
Mongolia will advance its healthcare by training
doctors abroad to treat 25 currently untreatable
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diseases, including complex cancer surgeries and
congenital heart conditions. Initiated by Health
Minister Munkhsaikhan Togtmol, the program aims to
provide these treatments in Mongolia, improving
patient care and reducing costs for families. [Mongolia
News Agency]

Mongolia: Inflation rate drops to 5.5
percent in july

(to) On July 2024, Mongolia's inflation rate decreased to
5.5 percent, according to data from the National
Statistics Office. This marks a significant drop from the
peak inflation rate of 16.4 percent recorded in July
2022. The decline is attributed to an increase in foreign
exchange reserves and a stable exchange rate for the
Mongolian Tugrik. The consumer price index for July
also showed a 3.7 percentage point decrease
compared to the same period last year, reflecting the
country’s ongoing economic stabilization efforts.
[Xinhua]

North Korea: Soldiers accused of stealing
food and supplies

(dgl) North Korean soldiers, dispatched to rebuild
flood-hit towns, have reportedly resorted to stealing
food and supplies due to a lack of government
provisions. The soldiers, part of the Paektusan Hero
Youth Shock Brigade, were deployed after severe
flooding in late July near the Yalu River, which
separates North Korea from China.

The flood, which submerged 7,000 acres of land and
4,100 homes, has left an estimated 1,500 residents
dead or missing, though North Korea has not
confirmed any casualties. The soldiers are tasked with
rebuilding the collapsed homes by December but are
expected to continue feeding for themselves until the
roads are restored and official supplies arrive. [Radio
Free Asia]

South Korea: Ruling and opposition party
agree on cooperation on ‘livelihood-
related’ bills

(ac) In a rare bipartisan move, the ruling People Power
Party and the main opposition Democratic Party have
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agreed to collaborate on passing "undisputed"
legislation aimed at improving people's livelihoods.

The parties' Chief Deputy Floor Leaders met on August
8 and committed to advancing these "livelihood-
related" bills during the remaining August Assembly
session. A key proposal under consideration is an
amendment to the Nursing Act, which would clarify the
roles of physician assistants in medical practices.
However, details on the proposed consultative body
between the rival parties and the government have yet
to be finalized.

This agreement comes as the parties remain
embroiled in disputes over several controversial bills
(see related articles in this edition). [Arirang News]

South Korea: President Yoon Suk Yeol
vetoes broadcasting bills

(ac) On August 12, President Yoon Suk Yeol approved a
Cabinet motion requesting parliamentary
reconsideration of four broadcasting bills, effectively
vetoing the legislation.

The bills had previously been vetoed by Yoon, but the
opposition Democratic Party (DP) reintroduced them
last week, emphasizing the importance of protecting
media independence from government interference
(see AIR No. 32, August/2024, 1).

The presidential office defended Yoon's veto as a
necessary measure, arguing that the proposed bills
could significantly alter the governance structures and
systems of public broadcasters.

The National Assembly would need a two-thirds
majority. However, with the ruling People Power Party
holding more than one-third of the seats, it is unlikely
that the bill will be implemented. [Yonhap News]

South Korea: Pro-labor ‘yellow envelope
law’ faces criticism and opposition from
business sector

(ac) South Korean companies are protesting against
the 'Yellow Envelope Law," a pro-labor bill passed by
the opposition Democratic Party (DP) in the National
Assembly, despite resistance from the ruling People
Power Party (PPP) (see Air No. 32, August/2024, 1).
Businesses argue that the bill imposes undue pressure
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on companies, fearing it could lead to frequent labor
union strikes and result in significant economic losses.

Key business organizations, including the Korea
Enterprises Federation (KEF), the Korea Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, and the Korea International
Trade Association, have voiced their opposition to the
bill and urged President Yoon Suk Yeol to veto it.
Companies are concerned that the law, which expands
the scope of legal labor disputes and enhances the
negotiation power of unions, could destabilize labor-
management relations by limiting businesses' ability to
claim damages from strikes.

A survey conducted by the Federation of Korean
Industries (FKI) on August 12 revealed that 55 percent
of 100 foreign manufacturing companies believe the
bill will negatively impact their operations. Only 10
percent responded positively, while 35 percent stated
that their businesses would remain unaffected. Lee
Sang-Ho, vice president of the FKI's Economic and
Industrial Research Department, warned that the bill
could further exacerbate tensions in the labor market
and strain labor-management relations. The business
sector also fears that deteriorating relations could
prompt companies to relocate their factories outside
of Korea. [The Korea Times]

The ruling People Power Party (PPP) has strongly
opposed the 'Yellow Envelope' legislation, arguing that
it exempts unions from liability in illegal strikes. The
DP, however, countered this criticism, insisting that the
bill is both 'pro-labor' and 'pro-market.’

The controversy surrounding the 'Yellow Envelope Law'
dates back to 2009 when the Supreme Court ruled in
favor of SsangYong Motor Company (now KG Mobility),
imposing a USD 3.4 million fine on the union. This
ruling sparked criticism from labor activists and
citizens, leading to a wave of donations sent in yellow
envelopes, which ultimately inspired the amendment
in favor of striking workers. [Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Government announces new
housing scheme

(ac) On August 8, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure
and Transport and Ministry of Economy and Finance
announced new housing schemes to supply more than
80,000 housing units in Seoul over the next six years by
lifting the greenbelt restrictions in the capital region.
The policy aims to stabilize the housing market and the
increasing housing prices in the capital region.
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During the press conference of the housing
announcement, Minister of Finance Choi Sang-Mok
determined that the key to a stable real estate market
lies in the sufficient housing supply and demand, and
the appropriate management of liquidity. The new
residential sites will be announced in two separate
stages. The government will announce 50,000 housing
units, including more than 10,000 units in Seoul. An
additional 30,000 units will be announced next year.

The new housing scheme will ease the greenbelt
restrictions in Seoul, allowing the government to clear
lands for residential purposes. The greenbelt zones
were a separate protected areas in South Korea,
restricting developments in those areas. Seoul
currently has a total area of 149 square kilometers,
equivalent to 24.6 percent of the city's total area. The
greenbelt restriction was lifted during the former Lee
Myung-bak administration. With 1.47 million square
meters of protected areas in Naegok-dong, Seocho-gu
and Segok-dong in Gangnam-gu were removed during
2009 and 2012.

New town sites include Wangsuk, Namyangju; Gyosan,
Hanam; and Gyeyang, Incheon. [Yonhap News Agency]
[The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Law banning dog meat
consumption enters into force

(ac) On August 7, a law banning the breeding,
slaughtering, and distribution of dog-sourced meat in
South Korea came into effect. This law, which was
passed overwhelmingly by the National Assembly in
January with a 208-0 vote, will be gradually
implemented, with full enforcement expected by
February 2027.

Under the new law, violators who butcher dogs for
meat face penalties of up to three years in prison and
fines of USD 21,800. Additionally, those who raise dogs
for consumption can receive up to two years of
imprisonment and a fine of USD 14,686.

A new committee, led by Deputy Minister of
Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs Park Beom-Su, will
oversee the enforcement of the ban. The 25-member
committee will include representatives from the
government, dog farmers, animal rights advocates,
and experts.

To support the transition, the Ministry of Food and
Drug will compensate over 5,625 businesses in the
domestic dog farming industry. Compensation will
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include the salvage value of properties,
reimbursement for demolition costs, and additional
financial support. Transitional programs offering
consulting and training will also be available for those
seeking to renovate their business facilities.

Despite the enforcement, dog farmers have opposed
the government's decision. The Korean Dog
Association expressed dissatisfaction during the
drafting period in July, demanding a public audit and
arguing that the ban infringes on the freedom of
occupation and food choices. [The Korea Herald 1]
[The Korea Herald 2]

South Korea: Government to review
minimum wage system

(ac) On August 8, the Ministry of Employment and
Labor initiated an in-depth study to examine how key
economies determine their national minimum wages.
The study aims to compare South Korea's minimum
wage system with those of six other countries by the
end of this year. The objective is to enhance South
Korea's wage system by learning from international
practices.

Under current legislation, the minimum wage in South
Korea is KRW 9,860 per hour (approximately USD 7 per
hour). The ministry acknowledged that South Korea's
minimum wage system has faced criticism due to the
lack of detailed data linking the country’s
socioeconomic background to the development of its
wage system. By gathering insights and analysis from
other countries, the ministry hopes to reform and
improve the national minimum wage system. [The
Korea Herald]

South Korea: Emergency safety meeting
held after electric vehicles catch fires

(ac) On August 8, the South Korean government
announced plans to hold emergency meeting to
discuss the safety concerns on electric vehicles’
batteries. The decisions came after a series of electric
vehicles (EV) caught fire and caused extensive damage.
Analysts asserted that the authorities and the EV
industry must alert the public on safety issues as the
EV markets had suffered slow sales after the fire
incidents.
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The meeting will be attended by the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT) and the National
Fire Agency. The ministry confirmed that the
government planned to implement comprehensive
measures to monitor and safeguard the public worries.

The Chosun Daily cited a representative from the
MOLIT, that the government is planning to enforce
relevant regulations to disclose battery manufacturers
and capacity. As the current Automobile Management
Act allows car manufacturers to not officially disclose
their information about the batteries. Moreover,
manufacturers are reluctant to reveal the information
due to business confidentiality. The MOLT believed
that keeping the information away from the public can
lead to significant negative effects. Additionally, the
enforcement can bypass the National assembly vote
and be implemented via revising the enforcement
decree of the current Motor Vehicle Management Act.
[Reuters] [Chosun Daily]

South Korea: President Yoon Suk Yeol
nominates new Minister of Defense

(ac) On August 12, President Yoon Suk Yeol has
nominated Kim Yong-hyun, currently head of the
Presidential Security Service, as South Korea's new
defense minister. At the same time, he appointed the
current Defense Minister, Shin Won-sik, as the new
national security adviser. Chang Ho-jin, the outgoing
national security adviser, will transition to the newly
created role of special presidential adviser for foreign
affairs and security.

Kim, a three-star general, is recognized for his deep
understanding of military strategy and tactics. His
nomination will require confirmation by the National
Assembly, though a date has not been set.

Shin's move to lead the National Security Office was
explained by a senior presidential official, who cited
Shin's extensive military background as well-suited for
the role given the current volatile international
environment.

Chang's new position as a special adviser was created
to address complex and pressing economic and
security issues that have become overwhelming for
key ministers. His role will involve managing strategic
tasks related to South Korea's core interests, including
relations with China and Russia and the upcoming U.S.
presidential election. [The Korea Times]
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South Korea: Intelligence official charged
with leaking confidential military data

(ac) On August 8, the Defense Counterintelligence
Command referred a civilian official from the Korean
Defense Intelligence Command to the military
prosecution for violating the Military Secret Protection
Act and on charges of espionage.

The official was arrested for allegedly leaking
confidential data and exposing the identities of South
Korean agents operating overseas to a Chinese
national reportedly working for North Korea (see AiR
No. 32, August/2024, 1). He denied the accusations,
claiming that his laptop had been hacked.

The breach has raised concerns about South Korea's
intelligence capabilities. However, Defense Minister
Shin Won-Sik reassured the public that the
government has strong measures in place to manage
the intelligence command, asserting that there is no
significant gap in South Korea’s intelligence operations.
[Yonhap News Agency]

At a National Assembly national defense committee
meeting later the same day, Defense Minister Shin
Won-Sik apologized for the leak of military secrets,
expressing regret over the incident and the ensuing
disputes among senior intelligence officials.

During the meeting, opposition Democratic Party
lawmaker Kim Byung-Joo revealed that a similar leak
had occurred last year but was not adequately
addressed. Shin claimed no knowledge of this prior
incident.

Meanwhile, Lee Guk-hyeon, a former
counterintelligence director at the National Intelligence
Service, highlighted how outdated laws are being
exploited, urging legislative updates.

Earlier last week, a bipartisan bill, modeled after the US
Foreign Agents Registration Act, was introduced. It
would require individuals working on behalf of foreign
governments to register with the South Korean
government and disclose their identities. [The Korea
Herald]

Taiwan: Former Taipei City Councilor
begins six-year prison sentence over stock
manipulation
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(jp) Former Taipei City Councilor Chen Cheng-chung,
who served nearly 40 years in the role, reported to
prison on August 6 to begin a six-year sentence for
stock manipulation and misrepresentation in a
company prospectus.

Chen's legal troubles culminated on July 18 when the
Supreme Court rejected his appeal, affirming the six-
year sentence handed down by the High Court. The
High Court had sentenced him to four years for
manipulating the stock of Hongfu Construction, a
company he founded, and an additional two years for
providing false information in a prospectus related to a
public offering.

The case, which began with Chen's indictment in 2001,
involved accusations of hollowing out company assets
and embezzling TWD 6 billion (USD 183.41 million)
since 1993. Originally sentenced to 20 years in prison
by the Taipei District Court in 2006, his sentence was
later reduced to nine years by the High Court. After a
series of appeals and retrials, the Supreme Court's
final ruling on July 17 ended the decades-long legal
battle, leading to Chen's mandatory resignation from
the Taipei City Council in compliance with the Local
Government Act and the Public Officials Election and
Recall Act. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court urges
Legislature to amend clause mandating
presidential address

(jp) On August 6, Taiwan's Constitutional Court justices
urged representatives from the Legislature to consider
amending a newly introduced clause mandating the
president's presence for a national address and
suggested exploring reconciliation with petitioners.

Grand Justice Jan Sheng-lin suggested that
reconciliation with the petitioners could be achieved
without court intervention, especially since it had been
agreed that there would be no penalties for
noncompliance.

The clause in question, part of the amendments
passed on May 28 to the Law Governing the Legislative
Yuan's Power, pushed by the opposition Kuomintang
(KMT) and Taiwan People's Party (TPP) lawmakers,
stipulates that the president must deliver a state of the
nation address in the Legislature (see AR No. 23,
June/2024, 1).

The opposition KMT and TPP representatives argued
that the legislation was intended to standardize the
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process of the president delivering the state of the
nation address and responding to lawmakers. The
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and the
Presidential Office previously argued that the new law
imposes an unconstitutional obligation on the
president, who traditionally is not directly accountable
to the Legislature under the country's constitutional
framework. [Focus Taiwan]

TPP caucus whip Huang Kuo-chang acknowledged that
if the president chooses not to deliver the address, the
law has no enforceable penalties, rendering it more
advisory than obligatory. Huang said there was no
legal impact if the president refuses to comply, but
that there would be political consequences. Legislator
Weng Hsiao-ling described the legislation as an internal
regulation aimed at normalizing the president's
address to the Legislature. [Focus Taiwan]

Lawyer Yeh Ching-Yuan, the attorney for the
Legislature's representatives, argued that the
president is constitutionally obligated to deliver an
address in the Legislature, noting that Article 4-3 of the
Additional Articles in the Republic of China's
constitution. Yeh emphasized the importance of this
requirement in overseeing executive decisions,
particularly as President Lai Ching-te has established
new committees affecting national policies. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Opposition Kuomintang insists
firms have right to privacy during
legislature investigations

(jp) The Kuomintang (KMT) legislative caucus and its
attorney assured the Constitutional Court on August 6
that private enterprises would retain the right to
appeal to the administrative court before any penalties
for withholding information could be imposed under
new oversight amendments.

These assurances came during oral arguments on a
case brought by the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) in June, challenging the constitutionality of
recent amendments that broaden the Legislature's
investigative powers (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

The amendments, advanced by opposition KMT and
Taiwan People's Party legislators, expand the
Legislature's investigative authority, including the
ability to conduct hearings. Private sector individuals
or entities face repeated fines of up to TWD 100,000
(USD 3,059) for failing to attend hearings, refusing to
provide requested information, or presenting false
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information (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1). On July 19,
the Constitutional Court issued an injunction to
suspend the implementation of some of these
revisions, including those related to investigative
powers (see AR No. 30, July/2024, 4).

Justice Ju Fu-meei raised concerns about the
protections for private entities required to submit
information to legislative investigations. She
questioned whether companies like Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) could be
punished for protecting trade secrets and whether the
Legislature's requests were akin to court orders.

KMT attorney Yeh Ching-Yuan argued that any decision
to punish non-compliance would require a majority
vote in the Legislature and would respect existing laws
protecting privacy and confidential communications.
Yeh also emphasized that the amendments provided
mechanisms for individuals to refuse to provide
unrelated private information, with approval from the
head of the investigation.

KMT legislators Wu Tsung-hsien and Weng Hsiao-ling
reinforced that those penalized for not providing
information could appeal to the administrative court.
They also argued that the amendments contained
safeguards against data leaks and were similar to
existing government requests for information from the
public. [Focus Taiwan]

Opposing the KMT's stance, Chen Hsing-an,
representing the Executive Yuan (the Cabinet),
criticized the lack of thorough discussion during the
legislative process and urged lawmakers to consider
potential scenarios when crafting legislation.

Expert witnesses Paul Dung and Chang Wen-chen
added that while punitive measures for non-
cooperation were necessary, there was a suggestion
that such authority should rest with a third party, akin
to how U.S. congressional hearings refer cases to
judicial authorities if requests are denied. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Opposition party apologizes for
errors in campaign expense reporting

(jp) The Taiwan People's Party (TPP) issued an apology
on August 10 after discovering flaws in its declaration
of expenses for the 2024 presidential election
campaign. The errors were identified during an
internal audit, and the party has pledged to correct
them promptly. The TPP acknowledged issues with
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three specific expenses: a TWD 5 million (USD 154
thousand) payment on December 20, 2023, to OCT
Entertainment Co. for publicity services, and payments
of TWD 2.16 million (USD 66 thousand) and TWD 2
million (USD 61 thousand) to Neo Creative Marketing
Production Co. on December 20, 2023, and January 15,
2024, respectively. The party's accounting team will
conduct a thorough review and submit revised
information to the Control Yuan, Taiwan's government
oversight body, as required.

The apology comes amid growing suspicions about the
party's reporting of political donations and campaign
expenses. These concerns were heightened after a
representative from OCT Entertainment denied any
business dealings with the TPP or receipt of the TWD 5
million (USD 154 thousand) payment claimed by the
party. In response to the controversy, the TPP
explained that Chairman Ko Wen-je's presidential
campaign had received nearly 180,000 small
donations, which made the auditing process complex
and time-consuming. [Focus Taiwan 1]

On August 12, former chief financial officer of the
Taiwan People's Party (TPP), Lee Wen-tsung, issued an
apology on August 12 for discrepancies. Lee, who
managed finances for TPP Chairman Ko Wen-je's
campaign, admitted fault for not thoroughly reviewing
the financial reports and assumed full responsibility.
Huang Shan-shan, former head of the campaign office,
acknowledged the complexity of auditing nearly
180,000 small donations but insisted this was no
excuse for the accounting issues. She emphasized that
while there were omissions and false declarations, no
fraudulent invoices or receipts were involved. [Focus
Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Cabinet proposes energy-saving
policies to cut power consumption

(jp) On August 8, Taiwan's Cabinet unveiled a series of
tailored energy-saving policies aimed at large, medium,
and small power users, as well as residential
consumers. The initiative is expected to save 20.6
billion kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity from 2024 to
2027, equivalent to reducing carbon emissions by
10.18 million metric tons.

The energy-saving measures will require an investment
of about TWD 35.3 billion (USD 1.09 billion) and are
expected to significantly reduce Taiwan's overall power
consumption. The government is considering offering
incentives to large power users, who make up 60
percent of the manufacturing sector's power usage, to
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improve their energy efficiency. For medium and small
power users, the Cabinet plans to extend the Energy
Service Company (ESCO) project. This initiative will
support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in
adopting energy-efficient practices by connecting them
with financial mechanisms and expert assistance for
digital and green transformations.

Residential users will continue to receive subsidies to
replace old, non-energy-efficient appliances with
newer, energy-saving models. The policy, which offers
TWD 5,000 (USD 154.02) in tax refunds and subsidies
per appliance, has already led to the replacement of
millions of outdated air conditioners and refrigerators.
The government plans to allocate an additional TWD
13.6 billion for 2025 and 2026 to replace another 4.08
million appliances, building on the TWD 10.1 billion
invested since the policy's launch in 2023. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Inaugural climate change
committee meeting held

(jp) At the inaugural meeting of the National Climate
Change Response Committee on August 8, Taiwan
Power Co. (Taipower) Chairman and member of the
committee’s representatives from industry and civil
society groups Tseng Wen-sheng highlighted the
significant impact that climate change and increased
industrial demand will have on Taiwan's power supply.

Tseng reported that Taipower has successfully reduced
its electricity carbon emissions factor from 0.554
kgCO2e/kWh in 2017 to 0.494 in 2023, with a target of
lowering it to 0.3 by 2035. Despite its advancements,
Tseng noted challenges due to rising power
consumption driven by sectors like semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, and electric vehicles. He
expressed concerns over potential difficulties in
acquiring natural-gas generators and the impact of
pollution regulations on coal power.

Climate change poses additional risks, including
stronger typhoons and lightning, which could affect
power grid stability. Taipower has been working to
enhance grid protections, but increasing lightning
intensity may necessitate further upgrades. [Focus
Taiwan]

The meeting also featured a report by Minister of
Environment Peng Chi-ming, who warned of longer
summers and more severe typhoons if climate action
is not taken. Peng emphasized the need for a
comprehensive climate change response policy,
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integrating disaster prevention, net-zero goals, and
adaptation measures, areas that require further
development in Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Former legislative candidate Ma
Chih-wei sentenced to eight months

(jp) The Taoyuan District Court on August 7 sentenced
former independent legislative candidate Ma Chih-wei
to eight months in prison for illegally selling personal
information about Taiwanese government personnel
to two Chinese individuals. Ma was found guilty of
violating the Personal Data Protection Act by
exchanging a large amount of contact information for
money. The court also ordered the confiscation of her
illegal earnings.

Ma was detained in January after being suspected of
receiving TWD 1 million (USD 30,837) from China to
fund her election campaign in exchange for political
intelligence. Prosecutors had sought a 44-month
sentence and a TWD 2 million (USD 61,674) fine for
violating the Anti-infiltration Act, National Security Act,
and Personal Data Protection Act.

Although the court ruled that Ma had acted with illegal
intent, it found no evidence that she had breached
national security laws, as the information provided was
not classified. Ma was also acquitted of violating the
Anti-Infiltration Act due to a lack of evidence linking the
Chinese individuals to any foreign hostile forces. The
Taoyuan District Prosecutors' Office is considering an
appeal. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Former Taipei deputy mayor
barred from leaving Taiwan due to
suspected corruption

(jp) On August 12, former Taipei Deputy Mayor Pong
Cheng-sheng was barred from leaving Taiwan or
changing his residence due to his alleged involvement
in corruption related to two major development
projects: the Core Pacific City Mall and the Beitou Shilin
Technology Park. Prosecutors summoned Pong for
questioning over his suspected misuse of public power
during the tenure of former Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je.

The controversy centers on the dramatic increase in
the floor area ratio for the Core Pacific City Mall, which
was approved in 2021 by the Taipei Urban Planning
Commission, then headed by Pong. The FAR was raised
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from 392 percent to 840 percent, sparking suspicions
of improper conduct. Additionally, concerns have been
raised about potential irregularities in the land lease
auctions for the Beitou Shilin Technology Park,
particularly regarding rental rates and the accuracy of
meeting records. Despite these serious allegations,
authorities decided not to detain Pong after his
questioning. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: New Taipei preschool ordered to
suspend enroliment after caregiver's
abuse of children

(jp) A private preschool in New Taipei, Hess Young
Scholar's English School in Sanchong District, has been
ordered to suspend enrollment for one year after a
caregiver was found to have physically mistreated
children. The New Taipei Education Department
reported that the caregiver, Lin Hsiu-chen, disciplined
children by forcing them into bridge poses, making
them jump for extended periods, and hitting them on
the head and limbs with notebooks.

Lin has been fined TWD 600,000 (USD 18,474) and
permanently banned from working as an educator. She
was suspended from her position after the allegations
were first reported by parents in May. The preschool
owner, surnamed Chien, was also fined TWD 60,000
(USD 1,847) for mismanagement and an additional
TWD 126,000 (USD 3,881) for other violations, including
failing to meet the required teacher-student ratio, not
adhering to health and sanitary standards, and
employing unqualified caregivers.

Current students will not be affected by the
suspension, but the preschool must inform parents of
its violations and outline improvement measures,
teacher and caregiver arrangements, and refund
procedures. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Calls for reinvestigation into 1987
Kinmen Massacre of Vietnamese refugees

(jp) Kao Yung-cheng, a member of the Control Yuan,
the supervisory and auditory branch of Taiwan's
government, and relatives of Vietnamese refugees
killed by the Taiwanese military in 1987 have called for
a reinvestigation into the massacre.

At a press conference in Taipei on August 9, Tran Quoc
Dung, whose brother was allegedly one of the victims
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in the March 7 Incident urged the Taiwan government
to reexamine the tragedy and return the victims'
belongings to their families. Kao, who published an
investigation report on the incident two years ago
based on interviews with soldiers and government
archives, urged the Ministry of National Defense (MND)
to restart an internal investigation and uncover the
whole truth about the incident.

The March 7, 1987, massacre involved the killing of
approximately 20 Vietnamese refugees by Taiwanese
soldiers from the Army's 158th division on Lieyu Island
in Kinmen County. The refugees, of ethnic Chinese
descent, had fled Vietnam following the 1979 Sino-
Vietnam War and were either killed upon arrival on the
island or |ater on a stranded vessel.

The 1987 killings was only investigated after soldiers
returning from Kinmen disclosed the killings, attracting
attention from international human rights groups.
Four military officers were sentenced to 20-22 months
in prison in 1988 for their roles in the massacre, but
their sentences were suspended by the court, which
cited their actions as being in line with military duties
and responsibilities. [Focus Taiwan]

Despite an investigation by the Control Yuan, Kao
noted that critical information from the MND remained
inaccessible, hindering the full resolution of the case.
In response, the MND stated that it had fully
cooperated with the initial probe and that further
inquiries might not yield new breakthroughs. The MND
acknowledged the killings as "regrettable" but
maintained that the soldiers were carrying out their
duties. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Defense spending to increase by 6
percent in 2025

(jp) President Lai Ching-te announced on August 6 that
the government plans to allocate TWD 647 billion (USD
19.76 billion) for defense in 2025, marking a 6 percent
increase from the previous year. Lai stated that this
investment underscores Taiwan's dedication to
enhancing its self-defense capabilities and
strengthening cooperation with democratic partners to
ensure peace and prosperity.

The defense budget is part of a total budget of TWD
3.13 trillion for 2025. Lai said spending on social
welfare would continue to account for the largest
share of the government's budget in 2025, followed by
spending on education, technology and culture.
Economic development and defense spending will rank
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third and fourth, respectively, in terms of their shares
of the proposed budget.

The proposed budget, pending Cabinet approval and
legislative endorsement, aims to address Taiwan's
"increasingly complex internal and external
challenges," including volatile international dynamics,
climate change, advancements in artificial intelligence,
industrial transformation, and demographic shifts.
[Focus Taiwan]

Additionally, in response to the damage caused by
Typhoon Gaemi, the central government has decided
to allocate TWD 55.1 billion next year to help local
authorities improve water control systems in their
regions, which would represent a 40.4 percent
increase compared to 2024. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Criminal Investigation Bureau
(CIB) uncover TWD 400 million investment
scam

(jp) Taiwanese prosecutors are investigating 27
suspects linked to a large-scale investment scam that
defrauded victims of approximately TWD 400 million
(USD 12.2 million). The scam, which operated from May
to December 2023, used fake endorsements from
celebrities and reputable companies to lure at least 38
victims, according to the Criminal Investigation Bureau
(CIB).

The investigation began in September 2023 when a
victim reported being scammed through an investment
ad on Facebook. Following the tip-off, the CIB launched
an investigation in November 2023 and uncovered that
the scam was orchestrated by a 34-year-old man
surnamed Liang and a 29-year-old man surnamed
Chang. They recruited individuals to set up nine fake
companies and 24 corporate accounts, confining them
to a rented apartment in Hsinchu. These recruits were
paid a 1 percent commission to withdraw funds from
the fake accounts.

The CIB arrested 27 suspects between November 2023
and July 2024 in Taipei, New Taipei, and Taichung. They
also seized evidence, including fake investment
payment receipts and company seals. Of the suspects,
three were detained, while the others were released
on bail ranging from TWD 10,000 to TWD 50,000. The
suspects are being investigated for fraud, money
laundering, and organized crime by New Taipei
prosecutors. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Investigation Bureau seizes
billions in financial crime raids

(jp) Law enforcement authorities in Taiwan have seized
approximately TWD 3 billion (USD 92 million) in illegal
assets and questioned hundreds of suspects in a
nationwide crackdown on financial crimes, the
Investigation Bureau announced on August 12. The
raids, conducted from August 5 to August 9, spanned
multiple regions, including Taipei, New Taipei,
Taoyuan, Taichung, and Tainan.

The operation targeted a range of illegal activities,
including stock market manipulation, financial fraud,
underground banking operations, and falsification of
company capital. In total, 150 cases were investigated,
with searches conducted at 69 locations, leading to 421
suspects being brought in for questioning. No specific
details were provided on the cases of alleged crimes or
on the sources of the funds seized. [Focus Taiwan]

Yang Ming Marine vessel catches fire after
explosion at Ningbo port

(jp) A vessel owned by Taiwan's Yang Ming Marine
Transport Corp. caught fire after an explosion occurred
in a container on board while docked at Ningbo port in
eastern China on August 9. The ship, named YM
Mobility, experienced an explosion which led to a fire
that was quickly brought under control. All 20 crew
members were safely evacuated. Yang Ming Marine
confirmed that the explosion originated from a
container loaded with hazardous materials. The
container was later identified by Chinese authorities to
contain materials prone to explosions, such as lithium
batteries and parabens.

The explosion, which was powerful enough to be felt a
kilometer away, is currently under investigation. Initial
reports suggest that overheating might have caused
the explosion. The damaged container reportedly
belonged to South Korea-based logistics company
HMM Co. [Focus Taiwan]

YM Mobility, built in 2011 and capable of transporting
6,600 twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU) containers, was
on a route servicing the Far East and Middle East. The
vessel was scheduled to head to Jakarta, Indonesia,
after Ningbo. The incident may delay further
operations, with repairs potentially taking up to three
months. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Interim leader Mohammad
Yunus takes the helm to seek peace and
prepare elections

(Im) Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus was sworn in as
the chief adviser to the interim government — a role
equivalent to prime minister — on August 8, just days
after former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was forced
to resign and flee to India following mass protests. [abc
News]

The political unrest leading to Hasina's resignation
initially started in early June but quickly evolved into
widespread protests against the quota system in public
sector jobs, which escalated into violent
demonstrations. According to the Dhaka-based Daily
Prothom Alo, over 580 people were killed during the
unrest, with 326 deaths occurring in the three days
leading up to Hasina's departure.

Since the ouster of Sheikh Hasina, Yunus has been
acquitted in a corruption case. The case, filed by the
Anti-Corruption Commission, had threatened Yunus
with life imprisonment if convicted. He was also
cleared of a previous labor violation charge.
Supporters claim the charges were politically
motivated by Hasina, who had a contentious
relationship with Yunus. [TIME]

As chief advisor to the interim government, Yunus now
faces the critical tasks of restoring peace and

preparing the country for new elections. The interim
Cabinet, which was formed through discussions among
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student leaders, civil society representatives, and the
military, includes two student leaders from the group
"Students Against Discrimination" who led the protests
that ousted former Sheikh Hasina. The cabinet also
features prominent civil society figures, including
Adilur Rahman Khan, a rights activist who was
previously jailed during Hasina's rule, as the head of
the Ministry of Industries. The interim cabinet also
includes members from Bangladesh's minority Hindu
community and an indigenous person from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. [Deutsche Welle]

Additionally, Ali Imam Majumder, a former cabinet
secretary, has been appointed as the special assistant
to Yunus, an appointment that grants Majumder the
status of an adviser. [The Daily Star 1]

The interim government's advisory council already
made several key decisions, including covering medical
costs for injured protesters, supporting the families of
deceased protesters, and working to secure the
release of 57 Bangladeshis detained in the United Arab
Emirates for supporting the protests. Additionally, the
council will review and terminate disputed civil service
contracts, ensure the supply of essentials, address
attacks on religious minorities, and resume metro rail
services on August 17, although damaged stations will
remain closed until repairs are completed. [The Indian
Express]

Interim government to get necessary time for polls

The main opposition party, the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), initially called for national elections within
three months to restore democratic governance and
hand power back to the people's elected
representatives. However, BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir later told a high-level,
multi-party meeting that his party supported the
interim government'’s efforts. The BNP delegation also
urged Yunus to withdraw cases against its leaders,
including those against party chairperson Khaleda Zia
and acting chairman Tarique Rahman.

Notably, the meeting was also attended by Islamist
Jamaat-e-Islami, which was banned by the Hasina
administration on August 1. Jamaat Ameer Shafiqur
Rahman, who led an 11-member delegation, focused
on national issues rather than party-specific concerns,
expressing hope that the interim government would
address various problems within a reasonable
timeframe. Leaders from other parties, such as the
Bangladesh Jatiya Party (BJP) and National Democratic
Movement (NDM), echoed similar sentiments,
emphasizing the need to stabilize the country before
rushing into elections.
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A significant topic of discussion was whether August
15, observed as National Day of Mourning by the
Awami League in memory of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
assassination, should continue as a public holiday.
Most parties, including the BNP and Jamaat, opined
that the day should not be observed as a day of
mourning, and the public holiday should be canceled.
The decision on this matter was not finalized, as Yunus
indicated that the final decision would consider the
sentiments of the student-led movement that played a
crucial role in ousting the previous government. [The
Daily Star 2]

Awami League stares at ‘political death’

Notably absent from the swearing-in ceremony of the
interim government were representatives from
Hasina's party, the Awami League. In light of Hasina's
sudden departure from Bangladesh, the partisin
disarray, with party insiders criticize the ousted prime
minister for abandoning them in a crisis. Many top
party leaders and ministers have gone into hiding or
attempted to flee the country due to violent attacks.
Hasina's decision to flee has been seen as a betrayal by
many within her party, and her political career, as well
as the future of the Awami League, now hangs in the
balance. [The Daily Star 3]

Meanwhile, Hasina's son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, stated that
his mother would return to Bangladesh once elections
are declared by the interim government. Based in the
United States, Joy expressed confidence that the
Awami League would win if free and fair elections were
held. He also defended his mother's leadership and
downplayed rumors about her seeking asylum in other
countries. [bbc]

Interim government urges protesters to surrender all
illegal firearms within a week

The situation in Bangladesh remains tense, with
ongoing violence and attacks on minority communities,
particularly Hindus. The interim government has
pledged to address this recent wave of violence,
expressing "grave concern" over the attacks and
announcing plans to engage with community
representatives to find solutions. [Al Jazeera]

Meanwhile, on August 12, the interim government
urged protesters to surrender all illegal and
unauthorized firearms within a week. Home Affairs
Adviser Brigadier General (retd) M. Sakhawat Hussain
warned that if these weapons, including rifles looted
from law enforcement, are not returned, the
authorities will conduct searches and press charges
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against those found in possession of unauthorized
arms. [The Hindu]

Hossain also issued a stern warning to the ousted
Awami League, urging them to reorganize peacefully
rather than incite disorder or risk massive bloodshed.
[The Indian Express]

Bangladesh: Murder case filed against
ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina

(Im) A murder case has been filed against Bangladesh’s
ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and six others in
connection with the death of a grocery shop owner,
who was killed in police firing during the violent
protests leading up to Hasina’s resignation on July 19.
The other accused include Awami League General
Secretary Obaidul Quader, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and several former high-
ranking police officials.

This is the first case against Hasina following her
resignation and escape to India on August 5. The case
was filed by a resident who cited the police firing on
students and citizens as directed by the IGP and home
minister. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Chief justice, central bank
chief quit amid renewed protests

(Im) Bangladesh's Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan and
Central Bank Governor Abdur Rouf Talukder resigned
amid escalating student protests that forced Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to flee the country. The vice-
chancellor of Dhaka University also resigned, and there
have been significant changes in the country's security
leadership, including the appointment of a new police
chief. [Reuters] [Associated Press]

Against this backdrop, four new Supreme Court judges
were sworn in on August 13, with the new chief justice,
Syed Refaat Ahmed, administering the oath. The new
judges are Justice Zubayer Rahman Chowdhury, Syed
Md Ziaul Karim, Justice Md Rezaul Haque, and Justice
SM Emdadul Hoque. The judges were recently
promoted to the Appellate Division by President
Mohammad Shahabuddin, bringing the total number
of apex court judges to six. [The Daily Star]

Meanwhile, Bangladesh's newly appointed police chief,
Md Mainul Islam, offered an apology for the conduct of
police during the recent deadly protests and pledged
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to conduct a fair and impartial investigation into the
killings. [The Straits Times]

Bangladesh: 2,400 get bail in cases over
recent violence

(Im) A total of 2,400 individuals, including prominent
leaders from the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
and the Islamic Jamaat-e-Islami, were granted bail in
Dhaka for cases related to violence during the quota
reform protests. Among those bailed were BNP
standing committee member Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury, Jamaat Secretary General Mia Golam
Porwar, and former Ducsu vice-president Nurul Haque
Nur. These individuals were arrested in connection
with around 178 cases filed between July 16 and
August 4 across 39 police stations. The charges include
illegal gatherings, rioting, assaulting law enforcement,
property damage, arson, and in some cases, murder
and cybercrimes. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: RMG workers block road for
arrears

(Im) Over a thousand workers from a garment factory
blocked the a highway for more than an hour,
demanding unpaid wages and the reopening of their
factory, which was closed on July 17 under Section
13(1) of the 2006 Labour Law. The section deals with
the closure of establishments and gives employers the
right to close down their factories or workplaces in
certain circumstances. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Ansar and VDP member
demand job regularization in protest
outside Supreme Court

(Im) Around 200 members of the Ansar and Village
Defence Party (VDP) protested in front of the Supreme
Court in Dhaka for over five hours on August 11,
demanding job regularization. The protesters, led by
Ansar Commander Abul Kalam, expressed concerns
about the lack of job stability, highlighting that they
must resign every three years and face months of
unemployment. Major General AKM Aminul Haque, the
force's director general, visited the scene and assured
the protesters that their demands would be
addressed. The road was cleared after a 10-member
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committee was formed to submit the demands in
writing. [The Daily Star]

The Ansar and Village Defence Party (VDP) is a
paramilitary force in Bangladesh, tasked with
maintaining internal security, law enforcement, and
community defense. It operates under the Ministry of
Home Affairs and supports the police, military, and
other security agencies in maintaining law and order,
particularly in rural areas. The force is involved in a
wide range of activities, including disaster response,
border security, and aiding in national development
programs. The Ansar force is composed of both
professional members and volunteers from local
communities, making it a significant part of
Bangladesh's security framework.

Bangladesh: SIBL conceals nearly USD 68
million in default loans; several banks
‘clinically dead’

(sg/lm) Social Islami Bank Ltd (SIBL), a Shariah-based
private commercial bank in Bangladesh, concealed
BDT 79.24 billion (approximately USD 67.35 million) in
default loans on its balance sheet, reporting only BDT
16.44 billion (approximately USD 13.97 million) out of
BDT 95.68 billion (approximately USD 81.33 million) in
defaults at the end of 2023. The Chattogram-based S
Alam Group, which holds a majority stake in the bank,
benefited from this concealment, reportedly permitted
by two top officials of the Bangladesh Bank (BB).

The bank also kept only BDT 1.53 billion
(approximately USD 1.30 million) in provisions against
these bad loans, far below the required BDT 92.81
billion (approximately USD 78.89 million). This issue
came to light amid allegations that the S Alam Group,
with support from the recently ousted Awami League
government, embezzled large sums from the bank and
laundered the money abroad. [The Daily Star 1]

Gunfire, clash at Islami Bank headquarter in Dhaka

In related updates, a violent clash and gunfire erupted
outside the Islami Bank head office in Dhaka, resulting
in six people being injured, marking an unusual
incident in the banking sector. The conflict arose when
employees appointed by the S Alam Group, which took
control of the bank in 2017, attempted to enter the
headquarters but were blocked by officials who had
been appointed before 2017. The protesters
demanded the cancellation of post-2017 appointments
made without proper recruitment processes and the
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reinstatement of employees dismissed after 2017. [The
Daily Star 2]

Think tank highlights critical issues in banking sector, calls
for immediate reforms

Meanwhile, the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), a
leading think tank in Bangladesh, has highlighted
severe issues within the country’s banking sector,
stating that several banks are "clinically dead" and are
only being kept afloat through government bailouts.
Fahmida Khatun, CPD's executive director, emphasized
that some banks, especially those established during
the Awami League's 15-year rule, are on the brink of
collapse and should be allowed to close rather than
receive continuous public financial support.

Khatun cited examples of declining banks, such as
Islami Bank Bangladesh, which was significantly
weakened after being taken over by the S Alam Group,
leading to massive loan withdrawals. Similarly, state-
run Janata Bank was criticized for lending excessively
to a single borrower, Anontex Group, in violation of
banking regulations. The CPD revealed that
approximately BDT 922.61 billion (USD 7.84 billion) was
embezzled in 24 major banking scams over the last 15
years, a sum equivalent to 12 percent of Bangladesh's
national budget.

The CPD criticized the Bangladesh Bank's lack of
autonomy, calling for the abolition of the Financial
Institutions Division (FID) to strengthen the central
bank's independence. The CPD also recommended
establishing an independent banking commission to
address these issues and ensure transparency in the
sector. Additionally, the CPD suggested creating similar
commissions for the capital market and insurance
sectors. [The Daily Star 3]

Brokers Association accuses former BSEC chiefs of ruining
stock market

The Dhaka Stock Exchange Brokers Association of
Bangladesh (DBA) has accused former Bangladesh
Securities and Exchange Commission (BSEC) chairmen,
Prof M Khairul Hossain and Prof Shibli Rubayat-ul
Islam, of ruining the stock market during their 14-year
tenures.

At a press conference, DBA President Saiful Islam
claimed that the two former chairmen were involved in
unprofessional and illegal activities that eroded public
confidence and failed to ensure market transparency,
governance, and accountability. The DBA alleged that
the BSEC approved poorly performing companies
despite objections, engaged in market manipulation,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-bi/

and created a speculative bubble that harmed the
market.

The DBA has called for reforms, including removing
corrupt officials, revisiting rules and orders from the
past two commissions, and conducting investigations
into irregularities and corruption during their tenure.
[The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: Economic contraction amid
political turmoil; Moody's warns of
potential credit downgrade

(sg) Bangladesh's economy experienced a significant
contraction in July, with the Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) dropping to 36.9, well below the neutral
reading of 50, indicating a sharp decline in economic
activity. The downturn was attributed to disruptions in
production and business activities caused by violence,
internet outages, and curfews imposed by the former
government to suppress protests. The contraction
affected all key sectors, including agriculture,
manufacturing, construction, and services, each of
which saw a marked decline in new business,
employment, and output.

Despite these challenges, there is cautious optimism,
as the future business index for all key sectors
indicates potential for recovery. While the agriculture
and manufacturing sectors are expected to expand at
a slower pace, the construction and services sectors
are projected to experience faster growth in the future.
[The Daily Star 1]

Private investment slows as confidence takes a knock

Adding to the economic concerns, private investment
in Bangladesh has been on a downward trend for the
past three years, with the investment-to-GDP ratio
dropping to 23.51 percent in FY2023-24. This decline is
largely due to low investor confidence, exacerbated by
global crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Russia-Ukraine war, a persistent US dollar crisis, and
high inflation. The recent political turmoil has further
worsened the situation, leading to significant economic
losses, estimated at over USD 10 billion. [The Daily Star
2]

Bangladesh’s credit rating depends on political stability

In this context, Moody's, one of the "Big Three" credit
rating agencies, has emphasized that Bangladesh's
credit rating hinges on maintaining political stability
and the interim government's adherence to structural
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reforms. The agency warned that prolonged political
unrest or a failure to follow through on reform
commitments could result in a downgrade. Moody's
also pointed to potential risks to remittances, financial
flows, and banking sector stability due to ongoing
political uncertainty. However, the agency
acknowledged some positive developments, including
improvements in external position metrics and the
implementation of structural reforms, despite existing
vulnerabilities. [The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: Soldiers return to barracks as
law-and-order situation improves, army
chief says

(sg) Bangladesh’s Army Chief General Waker-Uz-Zaman
announced that soldiers will return to their barracks
once the police resume normal operations, indicating
an improvement in the country's law and order
situation. Speaking at Sheikh Abu Naser Stadium in
Khulna, he mentioned that if the positive trend
continues, regular forces will handle counter-terrorism
operations. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 30-40 inmates escape Kushtia
District Jail; army takes control

(sg) Around 30 to 40 inmates escaped from Kushtia
District Jail at approximately 2:00pm today. Witnesses
reported seeing prisoners fleeing the jail, with some
escaping on motorcycles and covering their faces with
towels. The army quickly took control of the situation,
firing blank shots to disperse the gathering crowd. The
escape occurred as some inmates were being released
on bail, providing an opportunity for others to flee.
Prison officials have not responded to calls regarding
the incident. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: Civil Society Organizations call for
amendment to CSO Act

(Im) Civil society organizations (CSOs) in Bhutan are
raising concerns about government influence over the
CSO Authority (CSOA) and are calling for amendments
to the CSO (Amendment) Act of 2022. The current
structure of the CSOA board, which is predominantly
composed of government-appointed members and
chaired by the Minister of Home Affairs, has led to
fears that the board's decisions could favor state
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interests over public welfare. Only two out of seven
board members are representatives from CSOs, which
has prompted calls for more equitable representation
to ensure balanced governance.

The original CSO Act of 2007 allowed board members
to elect their chair, promoting independence from
government interference. However, the 2022
amendment shifted this balance by mandating a
government minister as the chair, leading to concerns
about the potential for biased decision-making. The
recent amendments to the CSO Act have also
increased the required endowment amounts for CSOs
significantly, which many organizations find difficult to
meet. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Surge in non-communicable
diseases raises red flags for public health

(Im) Bhutan is grappling with a growing public health
crisis as the prevalence of non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) like heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes, and
chronic lung conditions continues to rise. This issue
has become more urgent following the release of the
fifth National Health Survey (NHS) Report 2023, which
highlights an alarming increase in key risk factors for
NCDs, including tobacco use, physical inactivity, poor
dietary habits, and alcohol consumption.

According to the report, tobacco use among Bhutanese
has risen sharply from 23.9 percent in 2019 to 29.8
percent in 2023, marking a significant 24.6 percent
increase. Physical inactivity has also surged
dramatically, increasing by approximately 150.68
percent, from 7.3 percent in 2019 to 18.3 percentin
2023. Additionally, the report noted an uptick in high
blood pressure cases, which climbed from 28 percent
in 2019 to 30.3 percent in 2023, and high cholesterol
levels, which increased from 11 percent to 20.9
percent over the same period.

Despite a positive development in the reduction of
alcohol consumption from 42.9 percent in 2019 to 34.5
percent in 2023, the overall rise in NCDs has led to a
significant increase in referral cases for treatment
abroad. The cost of these referrals has skyrocketed,
jumping from BTN 206.7 million (USD 2.48 million) in
2021-22 to BTN 529.95 million (USD 6.36 million) from
2023 to April 2024, representing a 154.3 percent
increase.

Health officials have expressed serious concerns about
the high prevalence of NCDs, warning that if not
addressed promptly, the situation could worsen to the
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point where nearly every Bhutanese could be affected
by an NCD within the next five years. In response, the
health ministry is developing a comprehensive multi-
sectoral action plan aimed at combating NCDs,
incorporating data from the NHS. This plan is expected
to be rolled out across the country over the next five
years, with a strong focus on community engagement,
awareness programs, and regular screenings for
conditions like hypertension and diabetes. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government intensifies battle
against drug cases

(Im) The Bhutanese government has intensified its
efforts to address the growing issue of drug-related
cases, particularly among the youth. Over the past five
years, Bhutan has recorded 4,721 drug-related
incidents, resulting in the arrest of 9,552 individuals,
with a significant portion being young people. Drug
offenses now account for 36.5 percent of the prison
population, highlighting the urgency of the problem.

The government, in collaboration with various
agencies, has adopted a multi-faceted approach to
tackle the issue. This includes the implementation of
legislative measures under the Narcotic Drugs,
Psychotropic Substances, and Substance Abuse Act of
2018, which provides a legal framework for controlling
and regulating drug use. The government has also
established the National Drugs Task Force to manage
substance-related issues and oversee interventions
across multiple sectors.

Prevention is a key focus, with comprehensive drug
awareness campaigns targeting the public, especially
the youth. Programs like the Health and Wellbeing
Screening Programme in schools and the Screening,
Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment
programme are designed to detect early signs of
substance abuse and provide timely intervention.

The government has also expanded treatment and
rehabilitation services, including hospital-based
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) treatment programs
and prison-based SUD treatment to reduce recidivism.
Residential treatment facilities have been established
to support long-term recovery.

Challenges remain, including high youth
unemployment, cross-border smuggling, social stigma,
and a lack of expertise and advanced technologies for
drug detection and surveillance. Despite these
challenges, the government is committed to mitigating
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the rising drug demand and improving prevention
efforts. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Landmark reduction in maternal
and child mortality achieved

(Im) Bhutan has made significant progress in maternal
and child health, as highlighted by the National Health
Survey (NHS) 2023. The maternal mortality ratio (MMR)
has decreased from 86 to 53 per 100,000 live births
between 2012 and 2023. The percentage of
institutional deliveries has also risen dramatically from
73.7 percent to 98 percent, indicating a greater
reliance on healthcare facilities for childbirth.
Additionally, 81.1 percent of newborns now receive
immediate skin-to-skin contact with their mothers,
known as kangaroo care, which is beneficial for both
maternal-infant bonding and the newborn’s health.

Child mortality rates have also seen a significant
decline. The neonatal mortality rate dropped from 21
to 6.9 per 1,000 live births, the infant mortality rate
from 30 to 15.2, and the under-five mortality rate from
37.3to 19.5 per 1,000 live births. The percentage of
births attended by skilled health workers increased
from 74.6 percent to 98.5 percent.

These improvements are attributed to the efforts of
health workers and various initiatives, such as
improved antenatal care, immunization programs, and
emergency obstetric and newborn care. The Ministry
of Health is committed to further strengthening these
facilities to achieve zero maternal and child deaths.
However, challenges remain in reaching remote
highland communities where access to health centers
is limited.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has played a key
role in supporting Bhutan's efforts and continues to
provide technical assistance. Bhutan's achievements
align with global goals, such as the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), which aim to reduce the
maternal mortality rate to less than 70 per 100,000 live
births by 2030. Bhutan has already met this target,
while the global MMR was estimated at 223 per
100,000 live births in 2020. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: CCAA bans a dozen pyramid
schemes so far
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(Im) The Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority
(CCAA) of Bhutan has investigated and banned a total
of 12 pyramid and Ponzi schemes in the country. These
schemes, which are illegal under the Consumer
Protection Act 2012, are elaborate scams that focus on
recruiting new members rather than selling legitimate
products or services. Recently, four more schemes
were added to the list of banned operations. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Positive economic outlook for
fiscal year 2023-24

(Im) Bhutan's economic outlook for the fiscal year
2023-24 is optimistic, with significant improvements
expected in the country's current account deficit (CAD).
The CAD is projected to decrease by 37.14 percent,
improving from BTN 81.2 billion (USD 974.4 million) in
2022-23 to BTN 51.04 billion (USD 612.5 million) in
2023-24. This reduction is mainly due to increased
hydropower exports, reduced imports, and higher
inflows of budgetary grants from development
partners.

The commissioning of the Nikachhu and Puna-ll
hydropower plants is anticipated to substantially boost
hydropower revenue. The tourism sector, although
recovering slowly, is expected to see a significant rise
in tourist arrivals, reaching 200,000 in 2024 and
300,000 in 2025, potentially returning to pre-pandemic
levels by 2026.

Electricity sales, which make up a significant portion of
Bhutan's GDP, are projected to rise with expected
revenues of BTN 27.82 billion (USD 333.8 million) in
2024, potentially increasing to BTN 47.51 billion (USD
570.1 million) by 2025 due to the full operation of the
Puna-Il project.

Additionally, the country's gross international reserves
are expected to grow from USD 624.11 million to USD
891 million in the fiscal year 2024-25, driven by
increased remittances, insurance inflows, and other
financial factors. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Climate change blamed for
decline in rice production in 2023

(Im) In 2023, rice production in Punakha, Bhutan, saw a
notable decline primarily due to inconsistent rainfall
patterns and drying water sources, factors attributed
to climate change. Punakha, a key rice-producing


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-nd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-nh/

region, harvested 7,761 metric tons of irrigated paddy,
a decrease of 299 metric tons from the previous year.

The shortage of water, which delayed paddy
transplantation, significantly impacted the yield.
Farmers in certain areas even left fields uncultivated
due to the water shortage.

This decline in production is also exacerbated by high
production costs, including rising daily wages and the
prevalence of absentee landowners. Despite these
challenges, timely rainfall in 2024 has provided hope
for a better harvest this year. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Echoes Festival concludes with
legacy awards honoring cultural pioneers

(gs) Marking the end of the three-day Bhutan Echoes
festival of literature and arts, two distinguished figures
were honoured with the Bhutan Echoes Legacy Award -
author Kunzang Choden, the first female novelist in
Bhutan to write in English, and artist Kama Wangdi, a
pioneer of contemporary Bhutanese art and founder
of the Voluntary Artists' Studio of Thimphu. Presented
by Her Majesty the Queen Mother Dorji Wangmo
Wangchuck, the prestigious awards celebrate
trailblazers in art and literature who have left an
indelible mark on Bhutanese culture. The festival also
featured an open art competition, panel discussions on
diverse topics, and workshops, showcasing Bhutan's
vibrant cultural landscape. [Kuensel]

India: Government'’s proposal to amend
Waqf law draws sharp reaction

(sg) India's central government has introduced a bill to
parliament that suggests over three dozen changes to
the Wagqf Act of 1995, including the abolition of Section
40, which currently grants Waqgf boards the power to
designate property as Waqf property. The
amendments also propose including non-Muslims and
Muslim women in Waqf bodies, establishing a separate
board for Boharas and Aghakhanis, and giving district
collectors the authority to resolve disputes between
the Waqf Board and the government. [ThePrint] [The
Hindu]

Background
Waqf boards are statutory bodies established under

the Waqf Act to manage and oversee Wagqf properties.
A Waqf refers to a permanent endowment of property
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made by a Muslim individual (known as the "Wakif") for
religious, charitable, or pious purposes as recognized
under Islamic law. The income generated from these
properties is typically used to fund religious,
educational, or social welfare activities.

In India, Wagf boards are one of the country's largest
landholders, controlling properties valued at
approximately INR 120 billion (USD 1.44 billion). The
disputes surrounding the Waqgf boards primarily
revolve around its extensive powers to declare
properties as Waqf, which means dedicating them for
religious or charitable purposes under Islamic law.
Once a property is declared as Waqf, it is considered
irrevocable, meaning it remains designated as such
indefinitely. This has led to disputes over land
ownership, particularly in cases where the original
declaration might be questionable. [The Economic
Times]

Proposed amendments spark controversy and criticism

Critics, including Muslim leaders and opposition
parties, view the move as an attempt to curtail the
autonomy of Waqgf boards and take over Muslim-
owned properties through state mechanisms. They
argue that the proposed amendments undermine
religious freedom and increase the vulnerability of the
Muslim community. In response, Indian Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju claimed that the
government had conducted extensive consultations on
the bill and accused the opposition of misleading the
Muslim community. [Anadolu Ajansi]

India: Opposition leader gets bail after 17
months in jail in money laundering case

(Im) India's Supreme Court has granted bail to Manish
Sisodia, a former deputy chief minister of Delhi and a
senior leader of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), after he
spent over 17 months in custody. Sisodia was accused
of corruption and money laundering related to alleged
irregularities in a liquor policy that has since been
scrapped.

The court ruled that his prolonged detention violated
his right to a speedy trial, emphasizing that bail is a
rule and jail should be an exception. With over 490
witnesses and extensive documentation, the court
noted that the trial was unlikely to conclude soon.

Sisodia, who denies the charges, had challenged his
arrest after his bail was rejected three times by lower
courts. The case is part of broader allegations against
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AAP leaders, which the party claims are politically
motivated. [bbc] [JURIST]

India: Market regulator chief held
investments in offshore funds used by
Adani Group

(sg/lm) Hindenburg Research, an American financial
research firm that is known for its investigative reports
on publicly traded companies, has made serious
allegations against Madhabi Puri Buch, the
Chairperson of the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI), and her husband, claiming they held
stakes in offshore funds implicated in the "Adani
money siphoning scandal." These funds are reportedly
tied to the Adani Group, which Hindenburg had
previously accused of engaging in extensive stock
manipulation and accounting fraud over decades. The
Adani Group has consistently denied these allegations.

The controversy stems from Hindenburg's January
2023 report, which triggered an inquiry by SEBI that is
still ongoing. Despite the gravity of the accusations,
Hindenburg criticized SEBI for showing a "surprising
lack of interest" in thoroughly investigating Adani's
alleged web of offshore entities based in Mauritius and
other locations.

The whistleblower documents cited by Hindenburg
claim that Buch and her husband were financially
involved in these obscure offshore funds, raising
questions about potential conflicts of interest in SEBI's
investigation into Adani. In response, Buch and her
husband strongly refuted the allegations, describing
them as "baseless" and asserting that their financial
records are fully transparent and open for scrutiny.
They also suggested that Hindenburg's accusations
were a retaliatory move, as SEBI had previously taken
enforcement action against the firm.

The allegations have sparked political reactions as well,
with India’s main opposition party, the Indian National
Congress, urging the government to act swiftly to
eliminate any conflicts of interest that could
compromise the integrity of SEBI's investigation into
the Adani Group. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Fresh plea wants compliance of Supreme Court order to
complete probe against Adani Group

Additionally, a lawyer has filed a fresh application with
the Supreme Court, seeking compliance with its
January 3, order that directed the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to complete its
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investigation into the allegations raised by Hindenburg
Research against the Adani Group within three
months.

The petitioner argued that the timeline set by the
Supreme Court is binding, despite the word
"preferably" being used in the order, and stressed the
importance of concluding the investigation for the
benefit of investors affected by the Hindenburg report.

The plea also references the new Hindenburg report
alleging that SEBI's current chairperson and her
husband had stakes in offshore funds connected to
the Adani Group's alleged financial misconduct. [The
Indian Express]

India: 'Bail is rule’ for offences even under
special statutes like UAPA, Supreme Court
says

(Im) The Supreme Court of India ruled on August 13
that the legal principle 'Bail is rule, jail is an exception’
applies even to cases under special statutes like the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). This ruling
came as the court granted bail to Jalaluddin Khan, who
was accused of renting out his property to members of
the banned organization Popular Front of India (PFI),
allegedly involved in a conspiracy to incite terror and
violence.

A bench of Justices Abhay S. Oka and Augustine George
Masih emphasized that denying bail in deserving cases
would violate fundamental rights under Article 21 of
the Constitution, regardless of the severity of the
allegations. The National Investigation Agency had
alleged that Khan's property was used in a conspiracy
that threatened national peace and the prime
minister's safety during a 2022 visit. [The Hindu]

India: Human Rights Commission takes
suo motu cognisance of Kolkata doctor’s
rape and murder

(Im) The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of
India has taken suo motu cognizance of the alleged
rape and murder of a junior woman doctor at Kolkata's
R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital on August 9. The
NHRC has issued notices to the Chief Secretary and the
Director General of Police of West Bengal, demanding
a detailed report within two weeks.
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The Commission highlighted that if the media reports
are accurate, the incident represents a serious
violation of human rights. The report is expected to
include the status of the investigation, actions taken
against those responsible, compensation provided to
the victim's family, and steps to prevent similar
incidents in the future.

The body of the victim, a postgraduate trainee, was
discovered in a seminar hall of the hospital, and a civic
volunteer has been arrested in connection with the
crime. [The Hindu]

India: Cabinet approves construction of 20
million new houses in rural areas

(sg) The Union Cabinet has approved the construction
of 20 million new houses in rural areas from FY25 to
FY28 under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana —
Grameen at the existing per unit assistance levels of of
INR 120,000 (USD 1,440) in the plains and INR 130,000
(USD 1,560) in hilly regions. Despite earlier proposals
to increase these amounts due to rising construction
costs, the assistance levels remain unchanged.

This initiative is in addition to the nearly 30 million
houses already constructed during the Modi
government's tenure. The total financial outlay for this
project is INR 3.06 trillion (USD 36.72 billion), with the
central government contributing INR 2.05 trillion (USD
24.6 billion) and the states contributing INR 1 trillion
(USD 12 billion). [Business Standard]

India: Security forces exchange fires with
terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir union
territory

(sg) On August 11, security forces in Jammu and
Kashmir's Udhampur district exchanged fire with
believed terrorists during a joint search operation in
the Basantgarh area, following specific intelligence
about terrorist presence. This incident follows a
terrorist encounter in Anantnag district a day earlier,
where two soldiers were killed, and a civilian later
succumbed to injuries. [Times of India]

India: Bihar police seize rare radioactive
material worth USD 102 million; three
arrested
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(Im) Bihar Police recently arrested three individuals in
possession of 50 grams of Californium, a rare and
highly valuable radioactive substance, with an
estimated value of INR 8.5 billion (approximately USD
102 million) in the international market. The police
received a tip-off about the smuggling operation and
deployed a specialized team to apprehend the
suspects at the Bihar-Uttar Pradesh border. Authorities
have involved the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
for a thorough investigation, given the critical nature of
the material. [NDTV]

Amendment of Constitution needs to
have stricter restrictions. Jumjoori Party
says

(Im) Gasim Ibrahim, leader and only Member of
Parliament for the Jumhoori Party, has called for
stricter restrictions on the process of amending the
Maldives' Constitution. Currently, Article 261 allows
constitutional amendments with the support of three-
fourths of the parliament. Gasim expressed concern
that this relatively easy process could lead to negative
consequences, especially if a single political party holds
a supermajority in the parliament, as has happened in
recent sessions. He suggested that introducing more
stringent mechanisms, possibly including the
formation of a Special Majlis, would help prevent the
misuse of constitutional amendments. Gasim
highlighted past amendments, such as changes to land
ownership laws and decentralization, to illustrate his
concerns. [the edition]

Maldives: Political parties share views on
the resolution to cap number of
parliament members

(Im) The Parliament's Committee on Independent
Institutions in the Maldives consulted various political
parties on a resolution seeking to cap the number of
parliament members. Currently, the parliament has 93
members, a number that increases every five years
due to population growth.

The Democrats expressed concern that increasing the
number of MPs would strain the state budget and
suggested a solution that includes allowing voters to
choose between a party or an individual on the ballot.
The Adhaalath Party proposed limiting the number of
parliament members with a review every ten years and
suggested establishing a quota for women and
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allocating slots for people with disabilities and
technical experts.

The Maldives Reform Movement (MRM) supported the
government's efforts to reduce the number of
parliament members and proposed making the
parliament bicameral without increasing the total
number of members. Both the Maldives Development
Alliance (MDA) and Maldives National Party (MNP)
supported limiting the number of parliament members
but opposed changes to the current allocation of
members across atolls. MNP specifically proposed
reducing the number of parliament members to 77,
the number set during the drafting of the current
Constitution.

The People's National Front (PNF), formed by former
President Abdulla Yameen, did not attend the meeting
despite being invited. [the edition]

Maldives: Ruling PNC plans membership
drive to become largest party in country

(Im) The ruling People's National Congress (PNC) in the
Maldives has initiated a nationwide membership drive
with the goal of becoming the largest political party in
the country. Currently, PNC ranks third in membership
numbers, behind the opposition Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) with 50,980 members, and its coalition
partner, the Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM), with
34,827 members.

The PNC, which currently has 28,704 members, is
actively working in 12 areas across Malé and the atolls,
with over 100 members conducting door-to-door
campaigns to recruit new members. The party is also
encouraging members of other political parties,
including those from PPM, to switch their allegiance to
PNC.

PNC Leader and President Mohamed Muizzu has
expressed confidence that the party will become the
largest in the Maldives by the end of the year. [the
edition]

Maldives: Ex-President Yameen casts
doubt on incumbent Muizzu's role in
transfer to house arrest

(sa) In the Maldives, former President Abdulla Yameen
has expressed skepticism over claims that his transfer
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from prison to house arrest was advised by current
President Mohamed Muizzu. Despite public statements
and indications from Muizzu that he requested
leniency for Yameen shortly after his election victory in
September 2023, Yameen has publicly doubted this
narrative. He asserted that when he was being
transferred on October 1 last year, Muizzu and
Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla were meeting with
then-President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, and that the
story of Muizzu's involvement was constructed after
the fact.

The relationship between Yameen and Muizzu, once
close allies within the Progressive Party of Maldives
(PPM), has deteriorated significantly since Muizzu
assumed the presidency. Yameen, who initially
supported Muizzu's candidacy after being barred from
running due to his legal troubles, has grown
increasingly disillusioned. This discontent culminated
in Yameen's departure from the PPM to form a new
political party, the People's National Front (PNF),
signaling a widening rift between the two leaders. [the
edition 1]

President Affirms No Interference in Judiciary

Following this, President Muizzu assured that his
administration will not interfere with the judiciary,
warning that anyone attempting to do so will be
dismissed. [the edition 2]

What displeased Yameen was President Muizzu stating 'no
one will have authority over me': Abdul Raheem

In a notable comment, Abdul Raheem Abdulla, the
chairperson of the Progressive Party of
Maldives/People's National Congress (PPM/PNC),
stated that former President Yameen's dissatisfaction
with President Muizzu arose from Muizzu's declaration
that he would not allow anyone else to have authority
over him. This remark by Muizzu reportedly led
Yameen to leave PPM/PNC and form the People's
National Front (PNF). [the edition 3]

Maldives: Supreme Court’s February 1
order was an attempted coup, keynote
speaker says

(Im) Shamsul Falah, a constitutional law expert,
claimed that the Supreme Court's February 1, 2018,
order, which called for the release of political
detainees, was an attempted judicial coup. Speaking at
a forum to commemorate 16 years of the Maldives'
constitution, Falah described this day as the darkest in
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the country's constitutional history, arguing that the
order violated multiple constitutional principles and
overstepped the judiciary's authority. He also criticized
both the Supreme Court and the government for
failing to comply with the constitution over the years,
highlighting other instances where he believed the
judiciary had overreached its powers. Despite these
criticisms, Falah emphasized that issues with
constitutional implementation are not necessarily
faults of the constitution itself. [the edition]

The February 1, 2018, Supreme Court order in the
Maldives was a significant and controversial event that
led to a major political crisis. The Supreme Court's
ruling called for the immediate release of nine political
detainees, including high-profile opposition figures,
and reinstated 12 members of parliament who had
lost their seats. This decision was seen as a direct
challenge to then-President Abdulla Yameen's
administration.

Yameen responded by declaring a state of emergency
on February 5, 2018, suspending various constitutional
protections, and accusing the judiciary of attempting to
undermine his government. Following this, security
forces arrested two Supreme Court justices, including
the Chief Justice, and the remaining judges on the
bench subsequently nullified the original order under
pressure from the executive branch.

This series of events led to widespread criticism, both
domestically and internationally, with many viewing it
as an assault on the rule of law and judicial
independence in the Maldives. The political turmoil
that followed was marked by protests, arrests, and
heightened tensions between the judiciary and the
executive.

Maldives: Disruption in Parliament over
housing scheme delays

(sa) On August 12, a parliamentary sitting in the
Maldives was suspended due to protests by lawmakers
from the main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP). The MDP members were dissatisfied with
Housing Minister Ali Haidar's responses regarding
delays in the handover of land under the previous
administration's 'Binveriya' scheme. The session
descended into chaos when MDP MPs voiced their
frustration and accused Haidar of evading questions.
Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla, who rejected the
points of order raised by Ziyad, ultimately suspended
the sitting after the protests escalated, with MDP
lawmakers leaving their seats and disrupting the
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chamber. The session was set to resume later in the
day. [sun online]

Maldives: Labour Relations Authority
reassigned to Home Ministry by
Presidential Order

(sa) President Muizzu has reassigned the Labour
Relations Authority (LRA), a governmental body
responsible for overseeing labor relations and
ensuring compliance with labor laws within the
country, to the Ministry of Homeland Security and
Technology. This decision, made under Section 116 of
the Maldivian Constitution, was announced on August
6 follows the recommendation of the President's
cabinet and is intended to address issues related to
undocumented expatriate workers in the Maldives.
Previously, the LRA was under the Ministry of Higher
Education, Labour, and Skills Development. [Sun
Online]

Maldives: MDP MP seeks clarification on
delayed bill banning Israeli passport
holders

(sa) Opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) MP
Meekail Ahmed Naseem has requested clarification
from Parliament regarding delays in advancing a bill
that would ban Israeli passport holders from entering
the Maldives. Despite the bill to amend the
Immigration Act being passed by the parliament floor
on May 29, and referred to the Committee on National
Security Services, no progress has been made in the 59
days since.

However, Attorney General Ahmed Usham has raised
concerns about potential difficulties if the bill is
enacted in its current form. Usham suggested that the
bill, which currently prohibits entry to Israeli passport
holders and nationals of other countries with Israeli
passports, may need amendments. He noted that
many Palestinians travel on Israeli passports, which
could complicate enforcement of the ban. [the edition]

The Maldives does not officially recognize Israel as a
state. Although there have been periods of attempted
normalization and engagement, such as in the early
1990s and around 2010, these efforts were short-lived.
The country’s stance is heavily influenced by its
support for the Palestinian cause and the sentiments
of its predominantly Muslim population.
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Maldives: Shift towards federal
governance system noted by ministry

(sa) The Maldives' Local Government Ministry has
noted that the country is displaying signs of losing its
unitary character and is gradually moving towards a
federal system. This shift is attributed to the increasing
division of governance among various small local
governments, which has diluted the unitary nature of
the state. State Minister Mohamed Mahir highlighted
this issue during a meeting with the Parliament's
Committee on Decentralisation, pointing out that local
councils are gaining more autonomy, leading to a
fragmented governance structure.

The discussion also covered the management of state
houses (atholhugé) located on different islands.
Although these buildings are state-owned, local
councils are involved in their management and leasing.
The ministry acknowledged that while some state
houses are well-maintained, others require significant
renovations. Moreover, there were concerns about the
misuse of these properties, such as an Atoll Council
President living in a state house while also receiving a
living allowance. [the edition]

Maldives: iCOM reports 90 percent of
complaints due to lack of response to RTI
requests

(sa) The Information Commissioner's Office (iCOM)
reported that 90 percent of complaints it receives are
related to the lack of response to Right to Information
(RTI) requests submitted to various institutions. During
a meeting with the Parliament's Committee on
Independent Institutions, Information Commissioner
Ahmed Ahid Rasheed revealed that the office handles
an average of 35 cases per month, mostly involving
either no response or unsatisfactory responses from
institutions regarding RTI requests. The increasing
number of cases has placed a burden on iCOM, which
has not expanded its staff since 2017, making it
challenging to meet the 30-day resolution target.

Ahid also mentioned that some institutions claim they
lack the resources to respond within the required
timeframe. As of this year, iCOM has investigated 258
cases, including 214 new cases and 44 carried over
from the previous year, with 115 cases concluded so
far. Over 3,000 RTI requests have been submitted to
government institutions this year. [the edition]
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Maldives: Government offers
reinstatement opportunities for former
civil servants amid staffing challenges

(sa) President Muizzu has announced a policy to allow
former civil service employees, who left due to various
reasons, to return to government positions. This move
aims to address recruitment delays and difficulties in
finding temporary replacements for employees on
long-term leave. The policy also allows for the
temporary hiring of staff to cover positions like
maternity leave, ensuring that critical roles remain
filled, and operations continue smoothly. [the edition
1]

Over 2000 more teachers required, highest demand in
Male'

In related developments, The Maldives' Minister of
Education, Ismail Shafeeu, announced that over 2,000
more teachers are needed across 20 atolls, with the
highest demand in the capital Malé, which requires 252
teachers. Despite a salary increase for teachers in
2022, the number of locals entering the teaching
profession has not significantly risen. [the edition 2]

Hulhumale' to Add Seven New Schools

Following this new shift, President Dr. Mohamed
Muizzu announced plans to build seven to ten new
schools in Hulhumale' over the next four years to
address the educational needs of the growing
population. Speaking to the Male' City Council, he
emphasized that the construction would help alleviate
student commuting issues and reduce traffic
congestion on the Sinamale' Bridge. With Hulhumale'
having over 200,000 residents and only one school in
Phase 2, additional schools are critical. Education
Minister Dr. Ismail Shafeeu confirmed that three
schools will be built this year. The expansion is
expected to ease overcrowding, improve local
education infrastructure, and enhance community
development in the area. [the edition 3]

Maldives: High Court begins appeal in
2017 murder case of speedboat captain

(sa) The High Court of the Maldives has commenced
hearings on the appeal case filed by the state against
the acquittal of all seven individuals accused in the
2017 murder of Mohamed Anas.
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Anas, a speedboat captain, was brutally stabbed to
death in the capital Malé by a group of eight people.
The Criminal Court had acquitted the accused this
February, citing insufficient evidence to prove their
involvement beyond a reasonable doubt. The state has
now appealed this ruling, and during the initial High
Court hearing, the prosecution requested that the
acquitted individuals be placed in custody.

The court has granted the accused a week to arrange
legal representation, with a final decision on their
custody status to be made thereafter. A minor involved
in the case was previously sentenced to 18 years in
prison. [the edition]

Maldives: Expenses under national health
insurance scheme surge to USD 53.3
million

(sa) Aasandha Company, a state-owned enterprise in
the Maldives responsible for administering the

national health insurance scheme (known as the
Aasandha scheme), reported a significant increase in
its expenditures during the second quarter of 2024.
The total spending reached MVR 823 million (USD 53.5
million), marking an 11.5 percent increase compared to
the MVR 738 million (USD 48 million) spent during the
same period in 2023.

The rise in expenses corresponds with an increase in
the number of people utilizing Aasandha services, with
265,059 individuals receiving care in the second
quarter of 2024, up from 260,775 in the same period
last year. Additionally, Aasandha covered medical
transfers for 1,232 patients between islands and
provided support for the treatment of 2,807 individuals
abroad. [the edition]

Maldives: Chairperson, two board
members dismissed from state-owned
FENEKA

(Im/sa) The chairperson of FENAKA, a state-owned
utility company in the Maldives, Ahmed Shaheer and
two other board members, Ahmed Ehab and Ibrahim
Naaif, were recently dismissed from the company. The
Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB) has not
provided any reasons for their removal. Shaheer had
been appointed as Chairperson in February and
previously served as the Managing Director of State
Trading Organisation (STO) during President Abdulla
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Yameen's administration from 2015 to 2018. He had a
long career with STO, spanning 29 years, where he
eventually became the managing director. [the edition

1]

FENAKA has recently been involved in several
corruption scandals. These include allegations of
financial mismanagement, particularly concerning
procurement practices and overall handling of
finances. The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has
ordered FENAKA to recover substantial sums, such as
MVR 20 million, linked to these corruption cases.

The corporation has also faced scrutiny over the
alleged abuse of power by former executives, and
there have been investigations into multiple projects
initiated under the previous administration.

Former RDC heads request for opportunity to address
allegations

In separate but related updates, former management
officials of the Road Development Corporation (RDC),
Moosa Ali Manik and Yasir Hassan, have requested to
appear before the parliament's Committee on State
Owned Enterprises to address serious allegations
made against them.

The current RDC management accused them of
financial mismanagement during former President
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's administration, including
undocumented transfers of MVR 161 million (USD
10.47 million), direct transfers to companies without
proper documentation, and depositing funds into
personal accounts of senior management.

Other allegations include purchasing and renting
goods at inflated prices, unnecessary recruitment, and
accumulating MVR 837 million (USD 54.41 million) in
debt. The former officials refute these accusations and
argue that they were made without any audit or
proper assessment of the company's condition. [the
edition 2]

Maldives: Cases against 13 prison officers
in contraband smuggling ring sent to
Prosecutor General

(Im) The Maldives Police have forwarded cases against
13 prison officers to the Prosecutor General's Office,
following their arrest for involvement in a contraband
smuggling ring at Maafushi Prison. These officers were
allegedly part of a network that smuggled illegal
substances and mobile phones into the prison. The
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investigation revealed significant financial transactions
linked to the smuggling operation, with MVR 24 million
(USD 1.56 million) deposited into one officer's account
and a total of MVR 73.6 million (USD 4.78 million)
transferred to the accounts of the 18 employees
involved since January of last year. The police also
indicated that some prison officers were complicit in
major scams conducted by inmates. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament to investigate USD
54 million allocation for SIFCO, POLCO flat
projects

(sa) The Parliament's Public Accounts Committee in the
Maldives has decided to investigate the allocation of
MVR 834 million (USD 54.21 million) to the Sifainge
Cooperative Society (SIFCO) and additional millions to
the Police Cooperative Society (POLCO) for the
completion of their flats at significantly high costs.

The decision follows concerns raised by Deputy
Speaker Ahmed Nazim, who questioned the specifics
of these loans, including who received them and the
total amounts allocated. Nazim pointed out that
despite multiple loans, the police flats remained
incomplete for years, with their eventual completion
costing far more than typical housing projects.

The committee has voted to request further details on
these financial allocations. The police and MNDF flats
in Hulhumale' Phase 1, which were finally completed
last year after 11 years of delays, are central to this
investigation. [the edition]

Maldives: Finance Ministry rejects USD
165 million loan guarantee for resort
development

(sa) The Maldives Ministry of Finance has declined to
provide a sovereign guarantee for a USD 165 million
(MVR 2.54 billion) loan sought by businessman and
Member of Parliament Ahmed Siyam Mohamed for the
development of The Emerald Lagoon resort in Malé
Atoll. Although an initial agreement for such a
guarantee was made during former President Abdulla
Yameen's administration in 2018, the current
government has opted not to proceed, citing financial
challenges.

Siyam's company, Ahmed Siyam Holding (ASH), had
previously secured a USD 127 million (MVR 1.95 billion)
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loan from China's Exim Bank, backed by a sovereign
guarantee, for the development of Irufen Resort.
However, repayment difficulties arose during the
COVID-19 pandemic, though these were eventually
resolved.

The Ministry's decision is influenced by the Maldives'
rising public debt, which is expected to reach MVR 129
billion (USD 8.39 billion), with the highest debt
repayments due in 2026, amounting to MVR 15 billion
(USD 975 million). [the edition]

Maldives: Central bank seeks applicants
for five Managing Director positions

(Im) The Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA) has
announced the recruitment of five new Managing
Directors as part of its efforts to restructure and
modernize its management. This restructuring, which
includes transitioning current Assistant Governors to
Advisor roles, was implemented in consultation with
the MMA board and the new Governor, Ahmed
Munawar, to enhance the central bank's operational
efficiency. [the edition]

Munawar was appointed by President Mohamed
Muizzu and officially assumed the role in July.
Munawar, who has a background as a former Finance
Minister, took over the position following his
confirmation by the Maldivian Parliament. Ali Hashim,
the former governor, was dismissed following a
recommendation by the Maldives Parliament's Public
Accounts Committee. The dismissal was based on
allegations that he failed to fulfill his responsibilities,
leading to concerns about the country's economic
management under his leadership.

Maldives: Nine islands flooded due to
severe rainfall

(sa) On August 12, severe rainfall caused flooding
across nine islands in the Maldives. The National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is monitoring
the situation, noting no immediate need for
evacuations.

Al Jazeera forecasts that Male' City may receive a
month's worth of rain in the coming days. The NDMA
and other agencies have advised the public to take
precautions due to the ongoing adverse weather
conditions. [the edition]
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Nepal: New push for law to raise vote
threshold to secure proportional
representation seats

(Im) The government of Nepal is pushing forward a
new law to increase the vote threshold required for
political parties to secure proportional representation
(PR) seats in the House of Representatives and
provincial assemblies. The proposed amendment,
currently under review by the Election Commission,
suggests raising the threshold to five percent for the
House and three percent for provincial assemblies,
doubling the existing requirements. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

This move has been criticized by political scientists and
leaders from smaller parties like the main opposition
Maoist Centre, who argue that it could undermine
Nepal's multi-party democracy and marginalize smaller
political groups. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The draft bill also includes provisions for Nepali
citizens living abroad to vote in PR elections through
diplomatic missions, introduces the 'None of the
Above' (NOTA) option on ballots, and imposes new
restrictions on candidates, including limits on how
many times a candidate can be elected under the PR
system. Additionally, it mandates that political parties
field at least 33 percent women candidates in certain
elections and requires candidates to submit detailed
property disclosures.

The Election Commission has proposed 27 revisions to
the electoral law, and the bill aims to consolidate and
replace seven existing election laws. The government is
expected to register the bill in Parliament soon, with
the Home Minister expressing seriousness about the
issue. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Supreme Court orders law amendments before next polls
to ensure constitutional spirit of inclusiveness

In related developments, Nepal's Supreme Court has
directed the government and federal parliament to
amend existing election laws to better reflect the
constitutional mandate of inclusiveness before the
next elections. This order stems from concerns that
the current PR electoral system is being misused by
political parties, allowing socio-economic elites—such
as well-off, highly educated individuals, and those with
previous parliamentary or ministerial experience—to
dominate elected positions. The court emphasized that
the true intent of inclusion is to prevent such elite
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capture and to ensure representation for marginalized
communities.

This ruling was in response to a petition filed by Senior
Advocate Balkrishna Neupane, who argued that
political parties had breached constitutional provisions
by misusing the PR system during the 2022 elections.
Although the court did not annul the positions of
current PR-elected lawmakers, it underscored the
necessity for legislative revisions. [The Kathmandu Post
3]

Nepal: Deputy Prime Minister Singh vows
constitutional amendments through due

process, ensures protection of indigenous
rights

(ir) Deputy Prime Minister Prakash Man Singh
emphasized that any amendments to Nepal's
constitution will be carried out through proper legal
procedures rather than by force. Speaking at an event
organized by the Nepal Federation of Indigenous
Nationalities (NFIN) on World Indigenous Peoples Day,
Singh assured that the rights and welfare of
indigenous communities will be considered during the
amendment process. He rejected claims that
constitutionally guaranteed rights would be curtailed
and stressed that amendments are necessary to fully
implement federalism, democratic principles, and
inclusiveness.

NFIN President Gelje Lama Sherpa highlighted the
impact of climate change and development projects on
indigenous communities and called for the effective
implementation of their constitutionally guaranteed
rights. The event also featured celebrations of
indigenous culture and identity. [MyRepublica]

Nepal: Top leaders of three major parties
vow to pass transitional justice law
amendments

(Im) Top leaders of Nepal's three major political parties
have agreed to endorse a bill to amend the
Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission Act during the current session of the
federal parliament. This move is seen as a crucial step
towards concluding the transitional justice process,
which has been ongoing since the signing of the
Comprehensive Peace Accord in 2006.
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The agreement was reached after a three-member
task force, formed to build consensus on contentious
issues within the bill, submitted its report. The task
force, comprising representatives from the Nepali
Congress, the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified
Marxist-Leninist), and the CPN (Maoist Centre), worked
for a month to resolve differences, particularly around
serious human rights violations like rape, enforced
disappearances, and torture, which have been
designated as non-amnestiable offenses.

The bill also includes provisions for reconciliation in
cases of less severe human rights violations, and for
reducing sentences for perpetrators who cooperate
with investigations or show remorse. Additionally,
reparation and compensation are promised for
disqualified Maoist combatants and families of security
personnel affected by the insurgency.

The bill is expected to pass easily in parliament, as the
three parties involved control more than two-thirds of
the seats. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Rights group slams gaps in transitional justice
amendment bill

The Accountability Watch Committee, a rights group,
criticized the proposed amendments to the
Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission Act, highlighting serious flaws. Key
concerns include provisions related to the classification
of human rights violations and the authority granted to
the Attorney General to reduce sentences by up to 75
percent. The group argues that this undermines
judicial independence and could encourage impunity.

Moreover, the the bill has been criticized for not
adequately addressing issues like child combatants
and for failing to ensure transparency in appointing
officials to transitional justice bodies. [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

Nepal: Maoist Centre chairman Dahal
faces unprecedented challenge in party

(Im) The chairman of Nepal's main opposition Maoist
Centre, former prime minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, is
facing an unprecedented internal challenge as key
party leaders openly call for a leadership transition.
During a Standing Committee meeting that began on
August 9, Deputy General Secretaries Janardan Sharma
and Barshaman Pun urged Dahal to set a timeline for
transferring leadership to a new generation. Sharma
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even proposed demoting Dahal to a ceremonial role as
a party patron.

This internal dissent marks a significant departure
from past party dynamics, where leaders typically
refrained from directly challenging Dahal. The situation
is further complicated by the unity between Sharma
and Pun, who lead the powerful Rukum and Rolpa
district organizations, respectively. These two regions,
previously played against each other by Dahal to
maintain control, are now united in their push for
change. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Party chairman Dahal seeks broader leftist unity

During the Standing Committee meeting, Dahal also
proposed forming a larger leftist alliance beyond the
existing Socialist Front, which includes the Maoist
Centre, Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Socialist),
Nepal Socialist Party, and Communist Party of Nepal.
He emphasized that unity among leftist parties is
essential for political stability and that the current
political situation demands a stronger, more unified
leftist force.

The Maoist Centre, currently the third-largest party in
the Parliament's lower house, is also discussing ways
to improve its image and strengthen its organizational
base. Some leaders have called for a "purification
campaign" to remove negative elements from the
party and restore its former strength. Dahal is
advocating for a directly-elected presidential system as
a means to ensure political stability. [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

The party is undergoing serious introspection as it
seeks to regain its influence, having seen its
dominance decline since emerging as the largest party
in the 2008 Constituent Assembly election. Dahal was
recently removed from the prime minister's position
after the Nepali Congress and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), the largest
communist party in Nepal, joined forces against him.

Nepal: Unified Socialist party announces
344 central committee members

(Im) The Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Socialist),
which currently controls 10 seats in the 275-member
lower house, announced the names of 344 central
committee members on August 9. This follows the
party's general convention in early July, where 93
members were initially selected. The remaining 251
members were finalized by a task force led by party
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Chairman Madhav Kumar Nepal, senior leader Jhala
Nath Khanal, and General Secretary Ghanashyam
Bhusal.

While the party has appointed its chairman and
general secretary, it has yet to elect the remaining 19
office bearers, including vice-chairs, deputy general
secretaries, and secretaries, as stipulated by its
amended statute. The party's tenth general convention
concluded on July 5, with the promise to finalize the
central committee within ten days, which has now
been fulfilled.

The Unified Socialist party was formed in August 2021
after Madhav Kumar Nepal and a group of leaders split
from the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist), the largest communist party in Nepal led by
incumbent Prime Minister Oli. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Rival faction in Nepali Congress
presses party leader Deuba for timely
general convention

(Im) A rival faction within the Nepali Congress, the
single-largest party in Parliament’s lower house, is
pressing party president Sher Bahadur Deuba to
ensure that the party's 15th general convention is held
on time. The faction, led by Shekhar Koirala, is
concerned because the party has a history of delaying
its conventions. Koirala, who is an aspirant for the
party presidency, emphasized the need to adhere to
the party charter, which mandates a convention every
four years.

The last convention, which re-elected Deuba, was
delayed and only held in December 2021. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Nepali Congress general secretaries Thapa and Sharma
struggling to assert themselves

Notably, Gagan Thapa and Bishwa Prakash Sharma,
the general secretaries of the Nepali Congress, have
also been struggling to assert their influence within the
party despite their popular mandate. Elected in
December 2021, they were expected to challenge the
dominance of party president Deuba. However, their
efforts have been hampered by the party's existing
power structures and Deuba's strong hold on decision-
making.

Observers note that while Thapa and Sharma have
been vocal about issues, such as being kept in the dark
on important matters, they have not been able to
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effectively mobilize support or challenge the party
leadership. Despite their popularity and initial
enthusiasm, they are finding it difficult to assert
themselves and implement their agendas within the

party.

Some party insiders suggest that their struggles stem
from the generational gap with Deuba and the
challenges of working within a party system that favors
the president's authority. Others believe that their
popularity may be waning, which could hinder their
future prospects in party politics. [The Kathmandu Post
2]

Party's Central Working Committee to dwell on reports

Against this backdrop, the party’s Central Working
Committee (CWC) began a meeting on August 7 to
discuss and make decisions on eleven reports that
were previously discussed and forwarded by the
party's Mahasamiti meeting in February. These reports
include policy and organizational proposals from party
vice-president Purna Bahadur Khadka and general
secretary Thapa. The meeting will review and possibly
amend these reports, including Thapa's proposal for
the party to contest the next elections without forming
alliances.

The Mahasamiti had endorsed Thapa's proposal, which
led to tensions with the Maoist Centre of then-Prime
Minister Dahal, as it conflicted with the electoral
alliance between the two parties. Other topics,
including the impact of the Maoist insurgency, will also
be discussed.

Additionally, Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba briefed
party leaders on the situations in Bangladesh, the
United Kingdom, Israel, and Lebanon, with a focus on
ensuring the safety of Nepali citizens in these regions.
The meeting also included discussions on making
Nepal a Hindu state again, an agenda raised by
Shankar Bhandari, reflecting sentiments from
Mahasamiti members. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: As RSP expands, it is following in
the footsteps of the old parties it despised

(Im) The Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), a relatively
new political force in Nepal that was running as a
coalition partner in the previous government, initially
positioned itself as a distinct alternative to traditional
parties by claiming to be a "cadre-less party." This
approach was part of its broader strategy to appeal to
voters disillusioned with the entrenched political
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establishment, which includes the major parties like
the Nepali Congress, the Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN) (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), and the
CPN (Maoist Centre). These established parties have
long relied on extensive networks of party cadres to
secure electoral victories, with deeply rooted
organizations extending down to the local level.

The RSP's anti-corruption agenda and its promise of a
different kind of politics propelled it to become the
fourth-largest party in the House of Representatives
just six months after its registration with the Election
Commission in July 2022. However, despite this initial
success, the party faced a significant setback during
the April Ilam by-election, where it failed to secure
victory despite heavy mobilization. This loss led RSP
leaders to reassess their strategy, concluding that their
lack of a strong organizational structure at the
grassroots level was a key factor in the defeat.

In response, the RSP held a closed camp in early
August, where party leaders decided to shift their
approach. They planned to expand the party's
organization to the local level, including the formation
of committees in local units and the establishment of
shadow governments. This move marks a significant
departure from their original stance of being a cadre-
less organization and mirrors the tactics of the older
parties they initially sought to differentiate themselves
from.

However, the party insists that its local committees will
remain small and disciplined, attempting to maintain a
distinction from the more extensive and often
criticized structures of older parties. But despite these
assurances, political observers express skepticism.
They point out that once a party begins to establish
local committees and build a cadre base, it inevitably
starts to resemble the very organizations it once
opposed.

Critics also highlight examples that suggest the RSP is
already following the path of established parties. For
instance, when in power, the RSP recommended one
of its central committee members, Arnico Kumar
Panday, for a position on the National Planning
Commission. Panday briefly left the party to take the
post but rejoined after the party exited the
government. Such actions raise questions about
whether the RSP is genuinely different from the
traditional parties or merely replicating their practices
under a different banner.

The RSP's leadership, however, remains optimistic that
their approach will differ, even as they expand their
organizational structure. They argue that while other



parties' local committees are often focused on
misusing local budgets, the RSP will maintain its
integrity and commitment to its original values. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court stays dismissal of
Acharya and Pun from NEA directors

(Im) The Supreme Court of Nepal has temporarily
halted the government's decision to remove Kapil
Acharya and Bhakta Bahadur Pun from their positions
as directors of the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA).
The court issued this order after hearing a writ petition
filed by Acharya and Pun, who challenged their
dismissal.

The removal had been ordered by Minister for Energy,
Water Resources and Irrigation Dipak Khadka after
Acharya and Pun insisted on cutting off electricity to
industries that had not paid their outstanding dues.
Despite pressure from Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli to
restore power to these industries, the two directors
had stood firm on their decision. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli’s claim that we
won't indulge in corruption raises
eyebrows

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's recent
claim that he would neither engage in nor tolerate
corruption has raised skepticism among political
observers and opposition leaders. Oli made these
remarks during a meeting of the parliamentary State
Affairs and Good Governance Committee, where he
also emphasized the need for effective corruption
control to drive the country's development.

Crucially, this statement comes just months after Oli
was scrutinized for his alleged involvement in the Giri
Bandhu tea estate land swap scandal, which many
believe was an example of "policy corruption." The
controversy centers around the government's approval
of a land swap deal for the Giri Bandhu tea estate,
which allowed the estate to exchange its land in the
Koshi province for other plots elsewhere. This decision,
made in April 2021, permitted the tea estate to benefit
from landholdings that exceeded the legal ceiling set
by Nepali law, effectively granting it an exception to
existing land regulations. However, the deal faced legal
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challenges, and in February 2023, the Supreme Court
overturned the Oli government's decision.

Against this backdrop, critics, including leaders from
the main opposition Maoist Centre and the Rastriya
Janamorcha, have expressed doubts about Oli's
commitment to fighting corruption, suggesting that his
words do not align with his actions. The skepticism is
further fueled by the fact that the investigation into the
tea estate scandal has lost momentum since the
Nepali Congress and Oli's Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) formed a new coalition
government.

Some leaders believe that corruption has become a
persistent issue in Nepal that cannot be resolved solely
through legislation, especially if leaders continue to
engage in it themselves. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

House committee interrogates inmate over cooperative
fraud

In related updates, the parliamentary special
committee investigating embezzlement in various
cooperatives interrogated Kedarnath Sharma,
chairman of Biratnagar-based Tulsi Multipurpose
Cooperative, on August 10. The cooperative, declared
crisis-ridden in September 2023, is accused of
misappropriating over NPR 1.55 billion (approximately
USD 11.5 million). [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Activists in fresh protest
demanding provincial minister’'s dismissal

(Im) Human rights activists have initiated a sit-in
protest in Nepal's capital, Kathmandu, demanding the
dismissal of Badshah Kurmi, a minister in the Lumbini
provincial government. Kurmi, a Nepali Congress
leader and provincial assembly member, is the main
suspect in the 2010 disappearance of a woman,
Nirmala Kurmi, and the alleged capture of her
property. Despite previous agreements to investigate
the case, the government appointed Badshah as a
minister, prompting activists to march to Kathmandu
to pressure top leaders.

The activists are calling for Kurmi's immediate removal,
legal action against him, and security assurances for
the protesters. This is the fourth time the group has
protested in the capital, seeking justice for Nirmala
Kurmi. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: COVID-19 cases are surging again

(Im) Coronavirus cases are on the rise again in Nepal,
with health experts and officials noting a steady
increase in infections. Despite the surge, there is little
testing or active case finding, making it difficult to
assess the true extent of the spread. Recent data from
the National Public Health Laboratory shows a
concerning 6.3 percent test positivity rate for COVID-
19, with a World Health Organization report indicating
a 13.68 percent SARS-CoV-2 positivity rate.

In addition to COVID, co-infections with other viruses,
such as swine flu and influenza B, have also been
detected. The overall influenza positivity rate is 17.1
percent. Health experts warn that while the general
public may not be experiencing severe symptoms, the
elderly and those with underlying health conditions
remain at high risk. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan
says government will fall within two
months

(ss/Im) Pakistan'’s jailed former Prime Minister Imran
Khan, during a media talk on August 7, predicted that
the current government would fall within two months.
He also firmly dismissed any rumors that he was
seeking a deal with the authorities despite the myriad
legal challenges he faces, which include over 200 cases
filed against him. [The Express Tribune]

Khan ‘ready to apologize’ if PTI role in riots proved

During the talk, Khan stated that he is willing to
apologize for the May 9 riots last year if it is proven
that supporters of his main opposition Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) were involved in the violent
protests. He said that if CCTV footage confirms their
involvement, he would expel them from the party and
ensure they are prosecuted. However, he also
emphasized that he was mistreated during his arrest
on May 9, despite his status as a prominent leader.

The riots on May 9, 2023, erupted after Khan's arrest at
the Islamabad High Court, an event that triggered
widespread protests across the country by his
supporters. The demonstrations quickly escalated into
violent clashes, with some protesters allegedly
targeting government installations, including military
properties. This led to a significant crackdown by the
authorities on PTI members and supporters, with
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many being arrested and charged under anti-terrorism
laws.

Khan's willingness to apologize if PTI supporters'
involvement is proven marks a significant shift in his
rhetoric. Previously, he had consistently denied any
link between his party and the violence, framing the
events as part of a broader conspiracy to undermine
his political movement. [Dawn]

Khan, wife Bushra Bibi’s remand extended in Toshakhana
corruption case

The informal conversation with journalists took place
on the sidelines of a hearing for the so-called
Toshakhana corruption case, where Khan and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, are accused. In the case, the
accountability court extended the physical remand of
the couple by 11 days after their initial 10-day remand
expired. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
requested additional time to complete the
investigation, stating that the couple had only
cooperated with the investigation team twice during
the previous remand. [The Hindu]

The case revolves around allegations that Khan, during
his tenure as prime minister, approved a deal that
allowed roughly USD 240 million, seized by the UK's
National Crime Agency (NCA) from property tycoon
Malik Riaz, to be returned to Pakistan and
subsequently released back to Riaz. The case alleges
that Khan and Bushra Bibi received land and financial
benefits in exchange for facilitating this arrangement.

Pakistan: Parliament passes bill
restricting independent lawmakers from
joining other parties

(ht) On August 6, Pakistan's National Assembly passed
a notable amendment to the Elections Act 2017,
introducing new restrictions on independent
lawmakers. The amendment, proposed by members of
the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N),
specifically targets Sections 66 and 104 of the original
Act. It aims to prevent independent candidates from
joining political parties after a certain legally defined
period following elections. This move has sparked
considerable controversy, particularly from the
opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, led by
the jailed former Prime Minister Imran Khan.

The amendment stipulates that independent
candidates who fail to submit an affidavit of party
affiliation to the returning officer within the specified
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period will be considered independent for the entire
legislative term. Their declaration of party affiliation
made after the elections will not be recognized.
Additionally, the amendment also mandates that
political parties must submit a list of candidates for
reserved seats within a specified timeframe; failure to
do so will result in the forfeiture of eligibility for those
seats.

During the parliamentary session, the opposition PTI
vehemently protested the bill's passage. PTI members
stood in protest, tore copies of the bill, and raised
slogans denouncing the legislation as an "attack on
judiciary and democracy." Ali Muhammad Khan, a PTI
leader, argued that the amendment was
unconstitutional and designed to undermine the PTI's
electoral gains. He accused the ruling party of using
the amendment as a tool to deprive PTI of its rightful
reserved seats in Parliament, which the Supreme Court
had recognized in a July 12 ruling.

The context of the amendment is rooted in a July 12
Supreme Court decision that allowed 39 independent
lawmakers, who had previously affiliated with PTI, to
be recognized as party members. The same ruling
opened the possibility for another 41 independent
candidates to join PTI, potentially making it the largest
party in Parliament. This prospect threatened the
ruling coalition's two-thirds majority, prompting the
PML-N-led government to introduce the amendment
to prevent these independent candidates from
officially joining PTI.

The PTI, which was unable to contest the February 8
elections as a party due to the Election Commission of
Pakistan's (ECP) rejection of its intra-party elections,
had supported these independent candidates. The PTI
leadership had instructed these candidates to join the
Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC) to form a parliamentary
group and claim reserved seats. However, this strategy
failed, leading to the amendment being viewed as a
deliberate effort to block PTI's path to securing
additional seats.

Against this backdrop, the PTI has filed a petition in the
Supreme Court challenging the Election Act
Amendment Bill, arguing that that the bill is
unconstitutional and illegal. The PTI's petition seeks to
have the bill declared null and void and requests an
immediate halt to the allocation of reserved seats to
other political parties. The PTI asserts that it has
already submitted its lists for the reserved seats and
demands that these seats for women and non-Muslims
be allotted to the party, in line with the July 12
Supreme Court decision that recognized PTI's



entitlement to these seats. [The Express Tribune] [The
News]

Pakistan: Army arrests former spymaster
Faiz Hameed, initiates court martial
proceedings

(Im) The Pakistan army has arrested former Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) chief Lt. Gen. (retired) Faiz
Hameed and initiated court martial proceedings
against him. The army's media wing confirmed that a
detailed inquiry was conducted following a Supreme
Court order, which found multiple violations of the
Pakistan Army Act by Hameed, both during his service
and post-retirement. As a result, Hameed has been
taken into military custody, and court martial
proceedings have been initiated.

Hameed, who served as ISI chief from June 2019 to
October 2021, was known for his close ties to former
Prime Minister Imran Khan, who is currently jailed on
various charges. Hameed has been accused by the
ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) of
playing a key role in the 2017 ouster of then-Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, allegedly working with Imran
Khan to orchestrate Sharif's downfall through legal
cases.

The investigation and court martial of a senior military
officer like Hameed is a rare occurrence in Pakistan,
where the military has historically held significant
power. Recently, another retired officer, Lt. Col. Akbar
Hussain, was sentenced to 14 years in prison for
inciting sedition among army personnel. [Arab News 1]

Speaking against the backdrop of Hameed's arrest,
Pakistan's Defense Minister Khawaja Asif suggested
that Hameed may have acted as a "strategic adviser"
during the May 9, 2023 riots by supporters of ex-Prime
Minister Imran Khan, where government and military
installations were attacked. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: President grants remission in
sentences to prisoners for 78th
Independence Day

(Im) Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari has granted a
90-day remission in sentences to certain categories of
prisoners in honor of the country's 78th Independence
Day on August 14. The remission applies to male
prisoners aged 65 and above, female prisoners aged
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60 and above, those serving sentences with their
children, and inmates under 18 years old who have
served one-third of their sentence.

This relief was granted under Article 45 of the
Constitution, which allows the president to remit
sentences. However, the remission does not apply to
prisoners convicted of serious crimes such as anti-
state activities, espionage, murder, rape, theft,
robbery, kidnapping, terrorism, financial crimes, and
those convicted under specific acts like the Narcotics
Control (Amendment) Act 2022. The president has
previously granted similar remissions on religious and
national occasions. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government, Jamaat-e-Islami
reach agreement after fifth round of
negotiations

(ht/Im) Following weeks of protests over skyrocketing
power bills, the fifth round of negotiations between the
Pakistani government and the Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami
(1) party concluded successfully, with both sides
reaching an agreement during the sit-in in Rawalpindi
on August 8. The government's delegation, led by
Information Minister Ataullah Tarar and Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi, agreed with ]I leaders,
including Ameer Hafiz Naeem and Deputy Ameer
Liagat Baloch, on several key points.

The agreement includes conducting a complete audit
of the Independent Power Producers (IPP) agreements,
overseen by an empowered task force. This task force,
comprising public and private sector experts, WAPDA's
chairman, and the auditor general, will submit its
recommendations to the prime minister within a
month. The government also agreed to reduce the
burden on the salaried class by lowering electricity bills
and the per unit price of electricity within the next one
and a half months. Additionally, a committee will be
formed to address traders' concerns. [Aaj.tv]

The protests had erupted late last month near
Pakistan's capital, Islamabad, with around 3,000
supporters of the JI blocking a major road in
Rawalpindi. The protesters were demanding the
government withdraw taxes on electricity to offset
recent price hikes, which have seen power costs
increase by 46 percent since the last fiscal year.
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Pakistan: Allahabad High Court denies
bail in forced conversion, exploitation
case

(Im) The Allahabad High Court denied bail to a man
accused of forcing a girl to convert to Islam and
sexually exploiting her. The court emphasized that
religious freedom does not include the collective right
to convert others, referencing the Uttar Pradesh
Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act,
2021. The court cited evidence and the victim's
consistent statements of being pressured to convert
and perform Islamic rituals. Despite the accused's
claim of a consensual relationship, the court found no
legal evidence of proper conversion procedures before
marriage, leading to the rejection of the bail plea.
[Devdiscourse]

Pakistan: President, Prime Minister
pledge to safeguard religious freedoms on
National Minorities Day

(ht) On August 11, Pakistan observed National
Minorities Day, with President Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif reaffirming their
commitment to protecting religious freedoms and the
rights of minorities. The day, established in 2009, is
dedicated to recognizing the contributions of religious
minorities to Pakistan's progress.

President Zardari highlighted that minorities in
Pakistan enjoy political, economic, and social rights
guaranteed by the constitution and emphasized the
importance of promoting interfaith harmony and
tolerance. Prime Minister Sharif paid tribute to the
significant role of minorities in the country's
development and prosperity, reiterating the
government's commitment to their rights and well-
being.

Additionally, Pakistan's armed forces and service chiefs
also acknowledged the vital contributions of minorities
to the nation's progress and cultural heritage. [Arab
News] [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan: Authorities spring into action
after Islamabad reports 14 dengue cases

(Im) Authorities in Islamabad have intensified efforts to
combat dengue fever after 14 cases were reported in
the city. Dengue mosquito larvae were detected at 604
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locations, including 430 urban centers and 174 rural
areas. The Islamabad Capital Territory administration
has taken action against business centers and
construction sites where larvae were found, leading to
several arrests for non-compliance with dengue
prevention measures.

Dengue fever, which spreads through mosquito bites,
has no cure or vaccine, and severe cases can be fatal.
Pakistan has seen a consistent presence of dengue,
with seasonal peaks. The first dengue-related death in
2024 was reported in Sindh on June 3. The surge in
dengue cases globally has been linked to climate
change, with countries like Pakistan experiencing a
significant impact. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Authorities warn torrential
rains from August 14-18 may trigger
floods

(Im) Pakistan's National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) has warned of potential urban
flooding and increased water flow in rivers and
streams due to a forecasted spell of torrential rains
from August 14-18. The NDMA urged authorities to
take precautions, as areas including Murree, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Islamabad, Azad Kashmir, and others could
be severely impacted. Last week, the NDMA reported
that torrential monsoon rains had already claimed 154
lives in six weeks, primarily in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Launch of new digital registry
platform to attract Foreign Direct
Investment

(ht) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif launched
the country's first digital registry of investment laws
and regulations on August 8, marking what his
government describes as the "largest reform initiative"
aimed at enhancing the business climate. The digital
registry will consolidate and digitize all existing laws
and regulations related to investment, aiming to
reduce the time required for registration and permits,
and to eliminate bureaucratic obstacles.

This initiative is part of broader efforts to improve the
ease of doing business in Pakistan, particularly in key
sectors like energy, agriculture, mining, IT, and
aviation. The reform program is supported by
international organizations, though specific entities
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were not named. Sharif also established a special
committee to oversee the project's implementation
and ensure timely execution of the policy measures.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Government to establish new
federal body for medicine pricing amid
health sector reforms

(ht) The Pakistani government has decided to create a
new federal body responsible for setting medicine
prices, taking over this role from the Drug Regulatory
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP). This move is part of
broader health sector reforms aimed at streamlining
the federal health ministry. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif directed the establishment of this new body,
with a proposal being developed by a committee led by
Law and Justice Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar.

The decision follows the deregulation of non-essential
medicine prices by the previous caretaker government,
which aimed to increase the availability of previously
discontinued medicines. DRAP currently regulates
prices for about 500 essential medicines, but the new
body will assume this responsibility. The change is
intended to address delays in price adjustments that
have led to shortages of essential medicines like the
Anti Rabies Vaccine (ARV).

The government considered two proposals: one for an
independent regulatory body and another for a board
of experts to set prices. The new approach is expected
to promote competition in the pharmaceutical sector,
potentially lowering costs, attracting investments, and
encouraging market re-entry by multinational
companies. This shift will also reduce DRAP’s
administrative burden, allowing it to focus on other
regulatory tasks. [Geo News]

Pakistan: Gunmen kill senior government
administrator in an attack on his vehicle

(Im) On August 12, gunmen ambushed a vehicle
carrying Deputy Commissioner Zakir Baloch in
Balochistan's Mastung district, southwest Pakistan,
killing him and wounding two others. The attackers
fled the scene, and no group immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Balochistan, a province rich in minerals and gas, has
been plagued by frequent militant attacks as part of a
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long-running insurgency by groups seeking
independence from Pakistan. The region is also home
to the Pakistani Taliban and other militant groups.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: New offshore patrol vessels
‘PNS HUNAIN’ commissioned

(ht) A newly commissioned ship named ‘PNS HUNAIN'
has embarked on its maiden voyage from Romania to
Pakistan, marking the latest addition to the country's
naval fleet. PNS HUNAIN is the third of four offshore
patrol vessels (OPVs) being built at Romania’'s DAMEN
naval shipyard, equipped with advanced weapons and
sensors. During its departure, the ship conducted a
passage exercise with the Romanian naval ship
LASTUNUL, and the Fleet Commander of the Romanian
Navy, Rear Admiral Cornel Cojocaru, visited the vessel.

The addition of PNS HUNAIN is expected to enhance
Pakistan Navy's ability to safeguard its maritime
frontiers and ensure security in the Arabian Sea and
beyond. This development follows the commissioning
of another HUNAIN OPV in July, as part of Pakistan's
ongoing efforts to strengthen regional maritime
security. In recent years, Pakistan has also acquired
multiple MILGEM Corvette ships from Turkiye and
assumed command of a multinational task force
responsible for maritime security in the southeastern
waters of the Middle East. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Heir apparent to powerful
Rajapaksa family will run in September’s
presidential election

(Im/sa) Namal Rajapaksa, considered the heir apparent
of the powerful Rajapaksa family in Sri Lanka, has been
announced as the candidate for the Sri Lanka People’s
Front (SLPP) in the upcoming presidential election on
September 21. Namal is the eldest son of former
President Mahinda Rajapaksa and a key figure in the
family's political dynasty, which has dominated Sri
Lankan politics for decades. [Colombo Gazette 1]

This development is significant because this election is
the first since the country's worst economic crisis,
which led to the fall of the Rajapaksa family's hold on
power in 2022. The economic crisis, largely attributed
to mismanagement under their rule, caused
widespread public unrest and forced several members
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of the Rajapaksa family to resign from their
government positions. [Al Jazeera] [Associated Press]

However, it remains unclear whether Namal Rajapaksa
can win the election, especially given the split within
his party, with over 90 SLPP lawmakers who have
pledged to support incumbent President Ranil
Wickremesinghe planning to establish a new political
party. SLPP MP Mahindananda Aluthgamage
announced that the formation of this new party is
already in progress and is expected to be finalized this
week. [Colombo Gazette 2]

Sri Lanka: Launch of Premadasa-led
Samagi Jana Sandanaya alliance

(sa) The Samagi Jana Sandanaya (SJS), a new political
alliance spearheaded by Sajith Premadasa of Sri
Lanka's main opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B)
party, was officially inaugurated on August 9. The
launch, attended by hundreds of supporters, included
the signing of agreements with several partner parties
in preparation for the September 21 presidential
election.

This expanded alliance features the SJB, the center-left
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), the Tamil Progressive
Alliance, the Freedom People’s Congress, the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress (SLMC), a faction of the ruling Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), and Purewesi
Handa led by cricket legend Arjuna Ranatunga. [Daily
Mirror 1]

Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka resigns as chairman of SJB

In related updates, Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, has
resigned from his position as Chairman of the SJB to
pursue a candidacy in the upcoming presidential
election as an independent candidate. The decision is
believed to have been primarily driven by
disagreements over the party’'s leadership and
strategic direction. Specifically, Fonseka sought the
party’s endorsement for his candidacy. However, he
faced resistance within the SJB, particularly from party
leader Premadasa, who is the party's official candidate.
[Daily Mirror 2]

Supreme Court Upholds SJB's expulsion of Ministers
Fernando and Nanayakkara

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court ruled on August 9 that
the expulsion of Ministers Harin Fernando and
Manusha Nanayakkara from the SJB primarily due to
their decision to join and support the government led
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by President Ranil Wickremesinghe is legally valid. This
decision means that both Fernando and Nanayakkara
will lose their parliamentary seats and ministerial
positions. [Daily Mirror 2]

Following the apex court's ruling, the SJB decided not
to appoint new MPs immediately to replace Fernando
and Nanayakkara. The party leadership opted to delay
filling these vacancies until after the presidential
election. [Daily Mirror 3]

As a result of the apex court's decision, the ministries
of Tourism, Youth, and Sports will now fall under the
President’s direct oversight, while the Ministries of
Lands and Foreign Employment will be managed by
Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe
asserts no competition, emphasizes focus
on advancing country

(sa) In a discussion with media representatives on
August 7, President Ranil Wickremesinghe stated that
he has no competition, emphasizing his focus on
advancing the country. He highlighted his proven
capability, noting that he has demonstrated it twice
before. The president also stressed that altering the
benchmarks of agreements with the International
Monetary Fund or creditors could jeopardize Sri
Lanka's funding, urging all candidates to be truthful to
voters. When asked about forming a national
government if re-elected, he indicated that he would
invite everyone to work with him. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Leader of NPP alliance,
Dissanayake, enters presidential race
with focus on economic reform

(sa) Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of the National
People’s Power (NPP) alliance and prominent figure
within the left-wing Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
party, has officially entered the presidential race by
submitting the required deposit to the Election
Commission. [Colombo Gazette]

Dissanayake's candidacy introduces a key alternative in
the electoral contest, as he seeks to challenge the
current political landscape. In an interview with the
Daily Mirror, Dissanayake outlined his campaign focus
on justice and economic reform, promising to tackle
corruption and economic mismanagement.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-vl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-vt/

He emphasized the NPP's commitment to continuing
the current IMF agreement but highlighted the need to
revise tax policies, especially those impacting
professionals and essential goods. Dissanayake also
proposed fostering economic growth by focusing on
sectors like tourism, IT, and natural resources, and
reducing electricity costs by 30 to 35 percent.
Dissanayake also stressed the importance of creating a
favorable environment for investors by ensuring
efficient state institutions, legal protections, and stable
tax policies.

Dissanayake reiterated his commitment to combating
corruption, a key factor he believes hinders Sri Lanka's
economic development. While he dismissed the idea of
pursuing political revenge, he stressed the importance
of ensuring justice by investigating and addressing
corruption. He acknowledged that proving corruption
requires state intervention and promised to push for
thorough investigations if elected.

Dissanayake defended the NPP's commitment to
democratic values, distancing the party from its
controversial past, particularly the violent insurrection
led by the JVP in the late 1980s. He highlighted the
NPP's consistent efforts over the past 30 years to
uphold democracy in Sri Lanka, often taking stands to
protect democratic principles, even when politically
disadvantageous.

On LGBTQ rights, Dissanayake expressed support for
individuals' right to live freely according to their
identities and biological differences. He acknowledged
that some laws in Sri Lanka are misused against the
LGBTQ community and indicated that the NPP is open
to reviewing these laws to ensure they are not
exploited.

Dissanayake also rejected accusations that his party
receives funding from foreign countries, asserting that
the NPP has not accepted financial contributions from
any foreign government or organization. The party's
finances, he claimed, are fully reported to the Elections
Commission, with the NPP having declared LKR 83
million (USD 273,900) in their financial report. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former Sports Minister Roshan
Ranasinghe announces presidential run

(sa) Former Sports Minister Roshan Ranasinghe has
announced his candidacy for the upcoming
presidential election on September 21. Ranasinghe
was previously dismissed from his ministerial position
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after accusing President Ranil Wickremesinghe of
plotting to assassinate him due to his efforts to
address corruption within the Sri Lanka cricket board.
[Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: BBS calls a Sangha Convention
to unite political leaders on common
police ahead of presidential polls

(sa) The Bodu Bala Sena (BBS), a Sinhala Buddhist
nationalist organization, has decided to organize a
Sangha convention to bring together the main political
leaders of Sri Lanka to announce a unified policy ahead
of the upcoming presidential election. The convention,
set to take place within the next two to three weeks,
will involve at least 5,000 Buddhist monks who are free
from political influence.

During the event, leaders such as President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Sajith Premadasa of the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (S)B), and Anura Kumara Dissanayake of
the National People's Power (NPP) are expected to
present their policies to the Maha Sangha, the
collective community of Buddhist monks in Sri Lanka.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Tamil Progressive Alliance
advises Tamil voters to vote strategically

The Tamil Progressive Alliance (TPA), led by MP Mano
Ganesan, has announced its support for Sajith
Premadasa of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B) in the
upcoming presidential election in September. Ganesan
revealed that the TPA has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Premadasa, addressing
several issues affecting the plantation community.
[Colombo Gazette 1]

Ganesan expressed confidence that Premadasa's
leadership would address these concerns. He urged
Tamil voters to prioritize a main candidate in the
presidential election while considering a Tamil
candidate from northern and eastern parties as a
second choice. Ganesan emphasized that while
respecting the right of northern Tamil parties to field
their own candidates, his party appeals to Tamil voters
nationwide.[Daily Mirror]

Following this announcement, a coalition of Tamil
political parties has nominated former MP P.
Ariyanenthiran as their common candidate for the
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September 21 presidential election. The decision came
after a selection process involving two finalists. This
nomination follows a memorandum of understanding
signed by Tamil parties and civil society groups in
Jaffna last month. [Colombo Gazette 2]

Sri Lanka: Justice, Prison Affairs, and
Constitutional Reforms portfolios
transferred to president following
minister’s resignation

(sa) The portfolios of Justice, Prison Affairs, and
Constitutional Reforms in Sri Lanka have been
reassigned to the president's oversight following a
Gazette Extraordinary issued by President Ranil
Wickremesinghe. This decision was made after
consulting with the prime minister under Article 44(3)
of the Constitution. The change follows the resignation
of former Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, who
stepped down from his role to contest in the 2024
presidential election. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court upholds death
sentence for former DIG Gunawardena,
others

(sa) The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka has upheld the
death sentence for former Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Vaas Gunawardena, his son Ravindu Vaas
Gunawardena, and four police officers. They were
convicted by the Colombo High Court Trial-at-Bar for
the 2013 murder of millionaire businessman
Mohamed Shyam in Dompe. The Supreme Court's
decision dismissed the appeal petitions filed by the
accused, confirming the original death sentences.
[Daily Mirror]

Supreme Court acquits former Prisons Commissioner Emil
Ranjan Lamahewa

In a separate ruling, the Supreme Court has acquitted
former Prisons Commissioner Emil Ranjan Lamahewa,
who had been convicted and sentenced to death over
the 2012 Welikada prison riot, which resulted in the
deaths of 27 inmates. Lamahewa had appealed the
death sentence imposed on him by a Special High
Court Trial-at-Bar. The appeal was heard before a five-
judge bench of the Supreme Court, which ultimately
decided to overturn the previous conviction, leading to
his acquittal. [Colombo Gazette]
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Sri Lanka: 34 government projects
abandoned, wasting over USD 21 million
in public funds

(sa) A Parliamentary Committee in Sri Lanka has
revealed that 34 government development projects
initiated over the last five to six years have been
abandoned, resulting in the wastage of LKR 6.37 billion
(USD 21.02 million) in public funds. Ajith
Mannapperuma, Chairman of the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and
Sustainable Development, reported that 23 projects
were halted due to lack of funds, while 11 others were
abandoned for various reasons.

Noteworthy abandoned projects include the
Methsiripaya Administrative Complex in Pollonnaruwa,
which cost LKR 1.1 billion (USD 3.63 million), and the
Hatton Railway Station, costing LKR 40 million (USD
132,000). The committee highlighted that these
projects were often initiated for political reasons,
leading to significant financial losses. The report
recommends that future projects be approved by a
non-political committee to avoid similar misuse of
public funds. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Fuel, electricity declared
essential services

(sa) On August 5, Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe of Sri Lanka officially declared fuel
and electricity as essential services, responding to
fears of possible disruptions in these critical sectors.
This decision was formalized through the issuance of a
gazette notice, invoking the powers granted to the
President under Section 2 of the Essential Public
Services Act, No. 61 of 1979.

In the gazette notice, President Wickremesinghe
emphasized that it is crucial for the uninterrupted
operation of public corporations, government
departments, local authorities, and cooperative
societies involved in providing fuel and electricity
services. He highlighted that any disruption to these
services would significantly impact the community's
daily life. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Tourism industry faces crisis
amid visa approval delays, leadership
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vacancies

(sa) Sri Lanka's tourism industry is facing a significant
crisis due to mounting difficulties in securing visas,
leading to a severe drop in tourist arrivals and an
increase in cancellations. The situation arose after the
suspension of the VFS Global-led visa system, and
despite efforts to transition back to the Electronic
Travel Authorisation (ETA) system, these measures
have proven ineffective. Industry stakeholders
describe the fallout as "massive," with concerns that Sri
Lanka may lose winter bookings to regional
competitors who offer easier or free visa access.

The situation is further complicated by technical issues
that halted visa issuance through foreign missions and
the resignation of the tourism minister, leaving the
industry without key leadership to address these
challenges. The Ministry of Public Security has
indicated that restoring the previous system will take
months, exacerbating concerns about meeting tourism
targets for the year. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: New Customs Internal Affairs
Unit launched to combat bribery and
corruption

(sa) In Sri Lanka, a new Customs Internal Affairs Unit
has been established to receive public complaints and
combat bribery and corruption. This unit is part of the
broader Sri Lanka Revenue Authority Bill, introduced
under conditions set by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

At the launch event, it was highlighted that the unit's
first investigation, conducted two weeks earlier,
resulted in the indictment of four senior Customs
officials, including a Senior Director, for illegally
removing a goods container from an inspection yard
by using falsified documents.

This Internal Affairs Unit is the first of its kind within
the revenue-generating departments of the Ministry of
Finance, with plans to establish similar units in the
Inland Revenue Department and the Excise
Department in the near future. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Regulator grants license to Elon
Musk's Starlink for satellite broadband
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(Im) Sri Lanka's telecommunications regulator has
granted a license to Elon Musk's Starlink, the satellite
broadband unit of SpaceX, allowing it to provide
satellite internet services in the country starting from
August 12, 2024. This development follows the recent
passage of a new telecommunications bill by Sri
Lanka's parliament, which updated the country's
telecom laws for the first time in 28 years, enabling
Starlink Lanka to enter the market. [Reuters]
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Cambodia: NGO calls for inclusion of
"Indigenous Communities" in Cambodian
law

(to) On August 8, the Cambodian Center for Human
Rights (CCHR) urged the government to amend the
"Environment and Natural Resources Code" to
explicitly include the term "Indigenous communities."
This request, made in collaboration with the Cambodia
Indigenous Peoples Alliance (CIPA), aims to ensure that
Indigenous people’s land and resource rights are
protected under the law.

The call came ahead of the International Day of the
World's Indigenous Peoples on August 9, highlighting
concerns that the current code’s use of "local
communities" instead of "Indigenous communities"
may undermine the rights and cultural identity of
Cambodia’s Indigenous populations. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia: Supreme Court upholds
conviction of opposition leader

(to) The Supreme Court of Cambodia upheld the
conviction of Thach Setha, vice-president of the
opposition Candlelight Party, on charges of incitement
to commit a felony and incitement to discriminate. The
ruling confirms Setha'’s three-year prison sentence,
originally handed down by the Phnom Penh Municipal
Court in October 2023.

The Candlelight Party is a significant opposition group
in Cambodia, often challenging the ruling Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP). Setha’s legal team argued that the
charges were politically motivated and lacked sufficient
evidence, but the court maintained that his actions,
including remarks criticizing the CPP’s ties with
Vietnam, warranted the conviction.

This decision highlights ongoing tensions between
Cambodia’s ruling party and opposition forces. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: USD 396 million in fixed-asset
investments attracted in July

(to) On August 11, the Council for the Development of
Cambodia (CDC) announced that Cambodia secured
USD 396 million in fixed-asset investments in July, with
China leading as the top investor, contributing 68
percent of the total capital.

According to the CDC, the investments span 44
approved projects and are expected to create nearly
25,000 jobs.

Other contributors included domestic investors, as well
as sources from the Cayman Islands, Singapore,
Vietnam, and the Philippines. [The Cambodia Daily]

Cambodia: Phnom Penh Police arrest 158
in major drug repression

(to) On August 10, the Phnom Penh Municipal Police
conducted a raid on GT Club, a nightclub in Sangkat
Tonle Bassac, Khan Chamkarmon, resulting in the
arrest of 158 suspects, including 83 women.

The raid, led by Lieutenant General Chuon Narin and
coordinated with the Phnom Penh Municipal Court,
was part of a broader campaign to combat drug-
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related crimes in the city. Among those detained were
Cambodian, Chinese, and Vietnamese citizens.
Authorities confiscated a significant number of drugs
and are conducting further investigations to identify
ringleaders and traffickers. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: PDI-P responds to cabinet
reshuffle rumors as President Jokowi's
term nears end

(si) The ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle
(PDI-P) has addressed rumors of a possible cabinet
reshuffle by President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo that could
see the replacement of PDI-P ministers, including
Yasonna Laoly, with Supratman Andi Agtas from the
Gerindra Party, the party of President-elect Prabowo
Subianto.

Chico stated that no official information has been
received regarding the reshuffle but emphasized that if
it occurs, it should focus on improving government
performance as President Jokowi's term concludes and
transitions to the leadership of Prabowo and Vice-
President-elect Gibran Rakabuming Raka, Jokowi's son,
in October.

Chico also mentioned that the reshuffle should
prioritize addressing pressing public issues, such as
rising education costs and the price of basic
necessities, rather than simply redistributing positions.
He stressed that the reshuffle, if it happens, should
align with the goals of the upcoming administration.
Chico observed that this leadership transition period is
marked by significant developments as President
Jokowi's term nears its end. [JakartaGlobe]

Indonesia: Ministry warns of climate
change threats to children'’s rights

(si) The Coordinating Ministry for Human Development
and Culture has raised alarms about the significant
threats climate change poses to the fulfillment of
children's rights in Indonesia.

Deputy for Quality Improvement of Children, Women,
and Youth, Woro Srihastuti, emphasized that children
will disproportionately bear the consequences of the
climate crisis. This concern is supported by a 2021
UNICEF report ranking Indonesia 46th out of 163
countries on the Children's Climate Change Index,
indicating a high vulnerability for its youth.
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Additionally, the nation is prone to
hydrometeorological disasters, such as floods,
landslides, and forest fires, which comprised 99.35
percent of the 5,400 disasters recorded in 2023,
according to the National Disaster Mitigation Agency
(BNPB). These events have exacerbated health issues
like acute respiratory infections, diarrhea, and dengue,
while also disrupting education and contributing to
economic challenges like poverty and food insecurity.

In light of these pressing issues, Srihastuti called for
concerted action and collaboration to mitigate the
impacts of climate change on children. She
underscored the importance of creating safe, inclusive,
and engaging spaces that empower children and youth
to actively participate in addressing and adapting to
environmental challenges. By fostering such
environments, the ministry aims to equip the younger
generation with the tools and platforms necessary to
critique and combat the ongoing climate crisis
effectively. [Antara]

Indonesia: Transport minister reaffirms
support for marine tourism

(si) On August 9, Minister of Transportation Budi Karya
Sumadi affirmed the government's dedication to
advancing marine tourism by supporting the shipping
industry. He emphasized the provision of operational
facilities for yachts and cruises, which will enhance
tourist experiences in locations like Bali, Likupang,
Wakatobi, and Labuan Bajo. Speaking at the INSA
Yacht Festival in Bali, Sumadi made this statement
during the Yacht Festival hosted by the Indonesian
National Shipowners Association (INSA).

Sumadi also highlighted the festival as an opportunity
for shipping business players, both domestic and
international, to collaborate, exchange ideas, and
address industry challenges. He expressed hope that
the ecosystem of tourist ships, such as yachts and
cruises, will continue to grow, positively impacting
tourism and the Indonesian economy. [Antara]

Indonesia: Four foreign companies to
invest in new capital

(si) On August 12, Investment Minister Bahlil Lahadalia
revealed that four foreign companies are set to invest
in Indonesia's new capital city, IKN Nusantara, located
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in East Kalimantan, after participating in the inaugural
plenary cabinet meeting at IKN.

The companies, originating primarily from Japan and
South Korea, are focusing their investments on the
property and public facilities sectors. Lahadalia also
mentioned potential investment interest from the
United Arab Emirates, though he noted that further
verification is needed. The minister emphasized that
these investments are part of the second investment
cluster, indicating continued momentum in attracting
international funding for IKN's development.

During a cabinet meeting, President Joko Widodo
reviewed the progress of investments in IKN,
highlighting that the first investment cluster has
already secured IDR 56.2 trillion (USD 3.4 billion) in
funding, separate from the state budget.

The development of IKN Nusantara is largely reliant on
private investments, with 263 out of 475 letters of
intent received from potential investors showing
serious interest. The IKN Authority has been actively
evaluating these commitments, ensuring that the
capital's growth is supported by a combination of state
and private funding, in line with the provisions of the
National Capital Law. [Antara]

Laos: Bullion Bank to be established

(ma) On August 7, the Ministry of Finance signed an
agreement with local investment holding company PTL
Holding Co., Ltd. to establish the Lao Bullion Bank. This
new institution aims to build gold reserves, enhance
financial stability, and strengthen the Lao Kip.

Chanthone Sitthixay, Chairman and Founder of PTL
Holding, stated that the bank will offer gold deposit
and financial services to both individuals and legal
entities, positioning itself as a central player in the gold
market. The bank will also standardize gold trading
and investment, attracting both domestic and
international stakeholders.

Set to begin operations next month and to offer full
services in November, the bank is expected to support
strategic projects and improve Laos's financial standing
globally, aligning with the government's goals for
economic independence and stability. Minister of
Finance Santiphab Phomvihane highlighted the role of
gold in boosting socio-economic development,
addressing financial turbulence, facilitating
fundraising, and improving liquidity. [The Laotian
Times]
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Laos is a major player in the global gold mining and
production industry, ranking third in ASEAN and sixth
in Asia. The country is estimated to have between 500
to 1,000 tons of unmined gold reserves. Once verified
by international organizations specializing in mineral
surveys and exploration, these reserves could increase
the national reserve's value to between USD 50 billion
and USD 76 billion. [Vietnam Investment Review]

Laos: Special task force to crack down on
illegal activities in Golden Triangle to be
established

(dql) Authorities in Bokeo Province will launch a special
task force on August 25 to combat illegal activities
within the Golden Triangle Special Economic Zone
(SEZ). This task force will have the power to arrest
operators running unauthorized call centers for
investigation and prosecution.

The task force will also target other illegal activities,
such as unauthorized entry and exit, harboring
fugitives, and the use of illegal vehicles. Despite
ongoing efforts, the SEZ remains a center for illicit
activities, including drug trafficking.

The initiative follows a meeting on August 9, chaired by
Bokeo Governor Thongchanh Manixay and Zhao Wei,
Chairman of the Zone's Administration Board, which
addressed rising telecom fraud. To date, 240
unauthorized call centers have been shut down. Only
15 companies, legally authorized by the Lao Cyber
Management Company, are permitted to operate
online gaming in the SEZ.

Recent crackdowns include the rescue of 14 Indian
nationals by the Indian Embassy on August 8 and the
arrest of 154 Vietnamese nationals on August 2 for
operating a call center fraud ring.

Established in 2007, the Golden Triangle SEZ, while
attracting legitimate businesses, has also become a
hotspot for various illicit activities. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Prime minister dismisses
cabinet reshuffle speculations

(dqgl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has dismissed
rumors of a Cabinet reshuffle, stating he is unaware of
any plans for such changes. The speculation,
originating from a news portal, suggested a minister of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-sk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-su/

Anwra's People's Justice Party might be reassigned and
that a Mentri Besar could be promoted to a ministerial
role, possibly by the end of August. The Menteri Besar
is the head of government of each of nine states in
Malaysia with monarchs.

Anwar, speaking at the launch of Malaysia
Commercialisation Year 2024, responded humorously
to the rumors, asking reporters who might want to
help with the reshuffle. He indicated that no
discussions on this topic had occurred with him or
within his office. [Asia News Network]

Malaysia: Zahid Hamidi claims responsible
for Mahathir stepping down as prime
minister

(ma) Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Zahid Hamidi
has claimed responsibility for orchestrating the
removal of former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
from office in February 2020, with his Pakatan
Harapan-led government was ousted shortly after,
with Mr Muhyiddin becoming Malaysia’s prime
minister in March 2020.

Speaking at a recent UMNO division meeting, Zahid
stated that this "extraordinary" measure was
necessary to prevent Mahathir from banning UMNO,
which he believed was imminent based on information
from Anwar Ibrahim and the presence of a banning
order on the then-Home Minister's desk.

The UMNO (United Malays National Organisation)
party is a founding and the principal dominant
member of the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition, the
third largest political coalition with 30 seats in the
House of Representatives after Pakatan Harapan (PH)
with 82 seats and Perikatan Nasional (PN) with 74
seats.

Zahid, who is also the UMNO president, explained that
the party leadership looked to him to find a solution
when faced with the threat of being banned. He
asserted that his actions were taken "for the sake of
UMNOQO" to protect the party from being "banned,
humiliated, and toppled with various slanders." The
revelation comes as part of Zahid's recollection of his
2018 prediction that UMNO would soon return to
government, despite mockery from some quarters at
the time.

The Deputy Prime Minister hinted at more revelations
to come, stating that he had only shared 10% of the
story so far, with the remaining 90 percent to be
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detailed in a forthcoming book. Zahid expressed his
intention to continue leading UMNO until it becomes
the dominant party in Malaysia again, hoping that his
experiences will serve as a guide for future party
leaders.

The disclosure sheds new light on the political
maneuvering that led to the collapse of the Pakatan
Harapan government in 2020 and the subsequent
political realignments in Malaysia. [Strait Times]

Malaysia: Meta clarification on Prime
Minister Anwar’s post on Haniyeh
assassination being taken down

(ma) Meta has issued an apology after removing
Facebook posts by Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim that included a video of him speaking with
Ismail Haniyeh, the recently assassinated political
leader of Hamas. The posts were removed under
Meta's policy on dangerous organizations and
individuals, which restricts content related to entities
identified as terroristic or violent.

Following backlash from the Malaysian public and
government, Meta clarified that the removal was a
mistake and reinstated the posts. Meta also
emphasized its commitment to allowing political
discourse while adhering to global safety standards on
its platforms. [Strait Times]

Malaysia: Infineon launches largest power
semiconductor plant

(dqgl) Infineon, Europe's leading chipmaker, has
commenced production at its largest power chip plant
in Malaysia, a significant milestone for the country as it
seeks to advance in the global semiconductor supply
chain.

Located in Kulim, this plant will become the world's
largest silicon carbide (SiC) factory once it reaches full
capacity in the next five years. The facility aims to meet
the growing demand from renewable energy sectors,
electric vehicles, and Al data centers.

Malaysia is already home to Infineon's largest chip
production site in Asia and its biggest chip packaging
and assembly operations globally. Infineon employs
around 15,000 people in Malaysia, more than in any
other location, including Germany.
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As a leader in power and microcontroller chips,
Infineon is focusing on wide-bandgap semiconductors
like SiC and gallium nitride (GaN) for advanced power
solutions. These semiconductors offer superior
temperature and voltage tolerance compared to
traditional silicon wafers. SiC chips are crucial for high-
power electric vehicle charging and renewable energy,
while GaN chips enable more compact chargers and
adapters.

Infineon forecasts EUR 600 million (USD 656 million) in
revenue from SiC solutions for fiscal 2024 and plans to
invest an additional EUR 5 billion (USD 5.5 billion) in a
second phase of the Kulim plant, which has already
secured EUR 1 billion in prepayments and
approximately EUR 5 billion in customer commitments.

Malaysia has benefited from increased investment
amid U.S.-China trade tensions, reporting a record
investment of MYR 329.5 billion (USD 73.5 billion) in
2023, a 24 percent increase from 2022. Investment in
the electrical and electronics sectors, as well as data
centers, has been particularly strong. [Nikkei Asia]

Malaysia: Control over internet access
tightened

(dqgl) The Malaysian government's recent action to
block alternative DNS servers has raised concerns
about online freedom in the country. This move
follows a dispute between authorities and social media
platforms over licensing laws, and it comes shortly
after Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim criticized Meta for
removing his condolences for a deceased Hamas
leader, prompting a subsequent apology.

On August 6, the Internet Monitoring Action Project
(iIMAP) reported that two Malaysian internet providers
had blocked access to alternative DNS servers,
redirecting traffic through government-controlled
servers. This change prevents users from accessing
websites blocked by the Malaysian Communications
and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) using alternative
DNS services like Google or Cloudflare.

Tevanraj Elengoe from DevMalaysia criticized the
move, stating it compromises internet security and
privacy, slows down service, and limits user options.
The Malaysian government has also mandated that
social media platforms with over 8 million Malaysian
users must obtain an operating license by the end of
the year or face penalties.
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Concerns have been raised about the lack of
transparency and accountability in MCMC's takedown
requests, particularly regarding vague terms like “hate
speech” and “fake news.” Human rights lawyer Eric
Paulsen and other critics argue that these terms lack
clear legal definitions and could be used to suppress
dissent.

Prime Minister Anwar defended the new regulations as
necessary for combating crime and harmful
information online, though Malaysia's rank in the
World Press Freedom Index dropped significantly
under his leadership. Analyst James Chin noted that
while there is support for regulating platforms like
TikTok, the unclear rules create fears of potential
abuse. [South China Morning Post]

Malaysia: Job scam exposed

(dgl) The Commercial Crimes Investigation Department
of the Royal Malaysia has exposed a job scam targeting
part-time workers to write fake reviews on Google. The
scam lures individuals with promises of earnings
between MYR 15.90 (USD 3.38) per day and over MYR
6,188 (USD 1,380) per month, based on the number of
tasks completed.

The Department reported that the scam involves tasks
that claim to boost website traffic and benefit
businesses. However, the department's suspicions of
fraud have led to an ongoing investigation to identify
additional victims.

In June, the police received 19 reports about a similar
scam syndicate using the "LynxOasis.com" website and
social media platforms to offer fake jobs, resulting in
RM 688,099 (USD 155,000) in losses. [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Junta Chief blames ethnic
armed groups and anti-regime groups
amid fall of northern Shan State

(tl) The fall of the Northeastern Command in Myanmar
demonstrates the junta military's decline, as seen in
the recent televised address by Junta chief Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing in Nay Pyi Taw, who cited the National
League for Democracy (NLD) and ethnic armed
organizations as targets, blaming them for the war.

He urged Myanmar people to "join hands" with his
junta regime, accusing foreign countries of funding the
armed groups and supplying them with food,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-gi/

pharmaceuticals, arms, technology, and administrative
aid. He asserted that anti-regime organizations were
bombing junta strongholds in northern Shan State with
drones manufactured in China.

Without naming China, he stated that weapons seized
from resistance groups were produced by ordnance
factories built in territory controlled by ethnic armed
organizations on the China-Myanmar border which
hired foreign technicians.

Pro-junta groups organized demonstrations against
Beijing in China Embassy in downtown Yangon. His
speech also mentioned racial sentiment by asserting
that ethnic Kokang and Palaung troops are
encroaching on their region and engaging in combat in
Lashio and other areas, which is why the people of
other ethnicity are suffering. [The Irrawaddy][VOA -
Burmese]

Ethnic armed organizations and their allies have
occupied over 70 towns in Kachin, Karenni, Chin,
Rakhine, Shan, and Mandalay.

Myanmar: Military families and staffs
departing city which well-known for
prestigious military universities

(tl) Pyin Oo Lwin, a town with a strong military
presence in Myanmar, is currently grappling with
severe traffic congestion caused by the relocation of
military personnel and residents. Situated near Nung
Cho town, Pyin Oo Lwin recently fell under control of
allied forces following attacks by anti-regime armed
groups earlier this week.

Local residents report that the military community and
civilians are stockpiling food and avoiding the city.
Many employees and families of high-ranking military
officers, such as captains and majors, are reportedly
left to fend for themselves.

Additionally, the passage between Pyin Oo Lwin and
Naung Cho via the village of Bwang has been closed
off, further complicating the situation. The military
council has not issued any official statement regarding
the exodus of military officers and employees from
Pyin Oo Lwin.

Pyin Oo Lwin township earned the moniker "army
town" due to its hosting of the Military University and
Tatmadaw Technical College. Situated on the border of
Mandalay city and North Shan areas, the region has
witnessed recent clashes not far from Pyin Oo Lwin,
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including attacks on several Myanmar military outposts
in the past few months. [VOA Burmese][Radio Free
Asia][The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Democracy and student
activists commemorate anniversary of
Eight-Four upraising

(tl) On the 36th anniversary of the 8888 Uprising,
revolutionary forces in Myanmar held protests across
various townships against the current regime. The
uprising, which began in 1988, is commemorated
annually on August 8. Since the 2021 military coup,
revolutionary groups have increasingly honored this
date.

The 8888 Uprising was a series of nationwide protests
initiated by student movements from Rangoon Arts
and Sciences University and Rangoon Institute of
Technology on August 8, 1988. The protests were
against the Burma Socialist Programme Party led by
former junta general Ne Win. Estimates suggest that
between 3,000 and 10,000 protesters were killed,
though the military claimed around 300.

The core principle of the 8888 People's Democratic
Uprising was to build popular power and oppose
dictatorship. The current Myanmar Revolution,
inspired by the 8888 Uprising, aims to establish a
federal democratic union. In Mon village, anti-regime
revolutionary forces marked the 36th anniversary with
a large turnout of over a thousand participants.

The revolutionary forces are driven to address the
longstanding issues of the Myanmar revolution, which
intensified after the 2021 military coup. In areas
controlled by anti-military forces, large-scale marches
and strikes were organized, while metropolitan areas
prominently displayed anti-dictatorship banners. [VOA
Burmese][Democratic Voice of Americal

Myanmar: Young people seeking jobs
abroad prevented from leaving country at
Yangon international airport

(tl) The Myanmar junta is now enforcing stricter
passenger scrutiny at Yangon International Airport,
particularly targeting young adults and preventing
them from leaving the country. This measure is part of
a broader effort by the military council to control the
exodus of citizens seeking employment abroad amid
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the civil war, economic downturn, and military
conscription law.

The junta’s conscription law mandates that men and
women aged 18 to 35 and 18 to 27, respectively, serve
in the military for a minimum of two years. In May, the
junta briefly banned all men from working overseas in
response to public backlash against the conscription
law. [Radio Free Asia] [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Arakan Army troops advances
into southmost township of Rakhine State
Myanmar

(tl) On August 8, the Arakan Army (AA) launched an
offensive in southern Rakhine State, targeting junta
forces in Gwa Township. The AA attacked a checkpoint
near a bridge in Chinkwin village, Kyeintali sub-
township. In response, the Myanmar junta conducted
at least three airstrikes in the vicinity of the attack site;
it is unclear if there were civilian casualties. The AA also
used rockets to strike junta troops stationed at a
hilltop monastery in Kyeintali town, causing casualties.

Separately, a drone attack killed dozens of Rohingya
refugees, including women and children, who were
waiting to cross into Bangladesh. Witnesses, activists,
and a diplomat attributed the attack to the AA, but the
group has denied involvement. The exact number of
casualties and the responsible party have not been
independently verified. The AA has urged residents to
evacuate from Maungdaw, where ongoing clashes are
taking place. Additionally, the military junta has
evacuated about 500 people who had been used as
human shields. The military council has yet to
comment on the reported deaths of Rohingya
refugees. [The Irrawaddy][VOA Burmese]

Myanmar: Sembcrop of Singapore
suspends Myeng power plant

(tl) Sembcorp Industries, a Singaporean state-owned
energy and urban development company, has
suspended operations at the Myeng power plant in
Mying Hung Township, Mandalay Region, due to
regional instability. The natural gas plant, which
generates 225 megawatts of electricity, began
operations in 2018 following a USD 300 million
investment.
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The suspension follows the complete control of
Mogoke Township by the anti-junta Ta'ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) and People’s Defense Force
groups under the civilian National Unity Government
(NUG) in July. Rumors suggest that anti-junta forces
may expand their control to the Mandalay Region in
the coming weeks.

Sembcorp stated that the shutdown was authorized by
Myanmar's Ministry of Electricity and Energy, following
notification of the situation. The plant is currently
insured and protected by security measures, with
notifications being sent to relevant parties. [The
Business Times][Bangkok Post][VOA Burmese]

Philippines: Court order regulator to
restore license of news site Rappler

(Im) A Philippine court has ordered the country's
corporate regulator, the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), to restore the operating license of
Rappler, a media firm led by Nobel laureate Maria
Ressa. The Court of Appeals, in a decision dated July
23, ruled that the SEC had acted with "grave abuse of
discretion" when it revoked Rappler's operating license
in 2018.

The SEC had accused Rappler of violating the country's
foreign equity restrictions on domestic media, claiming
that the company had sold depositary rights to a
foreign entity, specifically the Omidyar Network, the
philanthropic arm of eBay founder Pierre Omi. Under
the constitution, investment in media is reserved for
Filipinos or Filipino-controlled entities.

Rappler, however, argued that Omidyar was merely a
silent investor and, to resolve the issue, Omidyar later
donated the depositary receipts to Rappler's staff, thus
severing any direct foreign involvement. Despite this,
the SEC upheld its decision in 2022, maintaining that
Rappler's actions still breached the restrictions.

The recent ruling by the Court of Appeals voids all the
orders and decisions made by the SEC to shut down
Rappler, effectively restoring the media firm's right to
operate. This decision is a major victory for Rappler
and Maria Ressa, who has been a staunch critic of
former President Rodrigo Duterte, particularly for his
controversial war on drugs.

Maria Ressa, who co-founded Rappler, was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021, a move seen as an
endorsement of free speech and journalism under
threat worldwide. Ressa has faced multiple legal
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challenges in the Philippines, including a cyber libel
conviction in 2020, for which she is currently out on
bail pending an appeal to the country's Supreme
Court. [Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. receives
growing support for his administration

(rr) Philippines’ President Marcos Jr. expressed his
happiness over the increasing support for his
administration, as shown by the 2nd Quarter Tugon ng
Masa Survey conducted by OCTA Research. The survey
revealed that 36 percent of adult Filipinos now identify
as pro-Marcos, a rise from 31 percent in the first
quarter of the year. Marcos believes this increase
reflects the public's growing appreciation of his
administration's efforts to improve their lives. He
emphasized that the government's focus remains on
enhancing the quality of life for Filipinos, rather than
merely achieving favorable survey results. The survey
also indicated that support for Marcos is highest in
Metro Manila at 43 percent, followed by 42 percentin
Balance Luzon, 32 percent in the Visayas, and 25
percent in Mindanao. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Mega-panel to probe links
between POGOs, Chinese syndicates,
drugs, extrajudicial killings

(rr) In the Philippines, Parliament's lower house has
established a "quad comm" — a mega-panel
comprising four key committees — to investigate the
potential connections between Philippine offshore
gaming operators (POGOs), Chinese syndicates, illegal
drug activities, and extrajudicial killings (EJKs) in the
country. The committees involved are focused on
dangerous drugs, human rights, public accounts, and
public order and safety.

The investigation will delve into allegations that drug
money may be used to corrupt government officials
and secure false documentation for Chinese nationals
involved in POGOs, potentially leading to criminal
activities and EJKs linked to the drug war.

Despite the political sensitivity, lawmakers insist that
the probe is not intended to target former President
Rodrigo Duterte, under whose administration POGOs
proliferated and the bloody drug war was launched.
Former President Duterte and Senator Ronald “Bato”
dela Rosa, Duterte's former police chief and the
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architect of the drug war, have been invited to
participate in the investigation.

The panel is scheduled to formally convene on August
15, to further discuss these issues. However, the
response of Duterte and Dela Rosa to the invitation
remains uncertain. [Rappler]

Philippines: Former senator Trillanes files
plunder charges against ex-President
Duterte, Senator Go

(rr) Former senator Antonio Trillanes has filed plunder
and graft complaints against former Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte and Senator Bong Go over
an alleged anomalous government frigate acquisition
project worth PHP 16 billion (approximately USD 286
million). Trillanes, a former Philippine Navy colonel,
alleges that Duterte and other officials favored a
private contractor by pushing for the installation of a
Combat Management System (CMS) that was "inferior"
to the system originally specified in the contract.

The complaints are based on findings from a 2018
Senate investigation and testimonies from officials
involved in the project. According to Trillanes, Navy
officers initially questioned the contractor's plan to
change the CMS, leading to internal conflicts. When the
officers resisted the changes, interventions allegedly
led by then-Special Assistant to the President Bong Go
resulted in the removal of the Navy chief who opposed
the modifications.

In response, Go dismissed the allegations as "rehashed
accusations," stating that they were recycled for
political purposes. He labeled it as a case of destructive
politics and a sign of desperation aimed at maligning
him and the former President. Go, who was the special
assistant to the president during Duterte's
administration, said he welcomes the opportunity to
address these claims and put an end to the falsehoods.
[Rappler]

Philippines: Suspended Mayor Alice Guo
faces imminent arrest as human
trafficking case nears resolution

(rr) A human trafficking case against Alice Guo, the
suspended mayor of Bamban, Tarlac, has reached the
resolution stage after Guo failed to appear in multiple
preliminary investigations, meaning prosecutors will
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decide whether to proceed based on the evidence and
allegations presented. If the court finds sufficient
grounds, an arrest warrant against Guo is expected.
The allegations suggest her involvement in illicit
activities, possibly connected to operations within the
Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGO) hub in
her municipality.

Apart from the human trafficking charges, Guo is also
dealing with cases related to the cancellation of birth
certificates and disobedience to summons. These legal
issues have compounded her troubles, leading to an
arrest order issued by the Senate after she failed to
attend hearings related to the POGO hub and the
human trafficking cases. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Armed forces 'neutralize’ over
1,300 NPA members, supporters in first
seven months of 2024

(rr) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has
"neutralized" a total of 1,311 members and supporters
of the New People's Army (NPA), the armed wing of the
Communist Party of the Philippines, in the first seven
months of 2024. The term "neutralized" includes those
who surrendered, were arrested, or were killed.
Specifically, from January 1 to August 1, 1,121 NPA
members surrendered, 97 were apprehended, and 93
were killed. Additionally, the AFP captured or
recovered 728 firearms and 225 anti-personnel mines
and seized 157 encampments.

During the same period, the AFP also "neutralized" 176
members of "local terrorist groups" (LTGs), with 124
surrendering, 46 killed, and 6 apprehended. The
military captured or recovered 166 firearms, 21 anti-
personnel mines, and seized 10 encampments from
these groups.

These efforts are part of the government's ongoing
campaign to end the insurgency threat posed by the
NPA under President Marcos Jr.'s administration.
Established in 1969, the NPA has been involved in a
long-running insurgency against the Philippine
government. The group aims to overthrow the current
political system and replace it with a communist
government. The NPA operates primarily in rural areas,
where it engages in guerrilla warfare, including attacks
on government forces, as well as extortion activities.

The National Task Force to End Local Communist
Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), established under
Executive Order 70 in 2018, has played a crucial role in
operations aimed at ending the NPA's insurgency.
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National Security Adviser Eduardo Afio stated that the
AFP has successfully dismantled the politico-military
component of all 89 active NPA guerrilla fronts since
the creation of the NTF-ELCAC. [Philippine News
Agency]

Singapore: Electoral Boundaries Review
Committee not yet formed

(Im) In a parliamentary debate on August 7, Education
Minister Chan Chun Sing stated that the Electoral
Boundaries Review Committee (EBRC) has not yet been
convened for the upcoming general election in
Singapore. Speaking on behalf of Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong, Chan noted that the Elections
Department (ELD) would continue to respond to
queries about the EBRC's status and will publicly
announce when the committee is convened.

Chan also mentioned that past general elections were
typically called between one and three months after
the release of the EBRC report. He emphasized the
importance of allowing sufficient time between the
report's release and the dissolution of Parliament to
enable political parties and candidates to prepare
adequately.

The next general election must be held by November
2025. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Platform worker protections
tabled in Parliament under new Bill

(Im) Singapore has introduced a new Bill in Parliament
aimed at improving protections for platform workers,
such as food delivery riders and ride-hailing drivers.
The Platform Workers Bill proposes several key
measures to address gaps in housing, retirement
adequacy, work injury compensation, and legal
representation for these workers, who are currently
classified as self-employed persons (SEPs).

The Bill includes amendments to the Central Provident
Fund (CPF) Act to ensure that platform workers and
companies contribute to CPF at the same rate as
employees and employers, particularly for workers
aged below 30. It also proposes work injury
compensation protections similar to those under the
Work Injury Compensation Act (Wica) for employees,
and establishes a legal framework for platform
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workers to be represented, allowing them to join
associations with powers similar to unions.

This legislative move follows recommendations from
an advisory committee set up after the 2021 National
Day Rally to address the lack of basic job protections
for platform workers. [The Business Times]

Singapore: Law passed to allow courts to
sell seized properties linked to criminal
activities

(Im) Singapore's Parliament passed a new law on
August 6 to enhance the country's ability to combat
money laundering and related criminal activities. The
law allows courts to sell seized properties linked to
criminal activities, such as money laundering, without
needing the consent of all parties involved, provided
certain conditions are met. This measure aims to
reduce maintenance costs and preserve the value of
seized assets.

The law also strengthens due diligence requirements
for casino operators, lowering the threshold for
customer checks on cash transactions from SGD
10,000 to SGD 4,000 (USD 3,013). Additionally, the Bill
facilitates increased data sharing between government
agencies, including the sharing of tax and trade data to
better detect and prevent money laundering.

The legislation aligns Singapore's anti-money
laundering framework with evolving global standards
and aims to keep pace with emerging threats. The Bill
also allows law enforcement to investigate money
laundering linked to foreign environmental crimes,
even if such crimes are not considered serious
offenses in Singapore.

While the Bill was broadly supported, Members of
Parliament raised concerns about the potential misuse
of data and the impact on businesses. In response, the
government assured that strong legal safeguards and
targeted measures are in place to prevent unnecessary
burdens on legitimate businesses. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: 27 individuals arrested for
illegal employment and work pass fraud

(sm) On July 30, the Ministry of Manpower (MOM)
arrested 27 individuals across 17 locations for
suspected illegal employment and falsification of work
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pass applications. Among those arrested, 13 were
migrant domestic workers working illegally as
household cleaners without valid work passes and
violating work pass conditions by staying away from
their employers' residences. The other 14 suspects are
charged with facilitating these violations by submitting
fraudulent work pass applications and enabling the
workers to secure unauthorized employment.
Investigations are still ongoing.

Under Singapore employment law, foreigners working
without a valid pass face fines up to SGD 20,000 (USD
15,104), imprisonment for up to two years, or both,
and may be barred from working in Singapore.
Employers making false declarations also face similar
penalties, including work pass suspension and
potential prosecution. [The Straits Times] [Ministry of
Manpower, Singapore]

Singapore: Framework to resolve
neighbor disputes strengthened with new
mediation bill and pilot unit

(sm) Singapore is enhancing its Community Disputes
Management Framework (CDMF) to resolve neighbor
disputes more effectively. The new measures include
the introduction of a Community Disputes Resolution
(Amendment) Bill, which promotes community
mediation, establishes a pilot Community Relations
Unit (CRU) to handle severe cases, and strengthens the
Community Disputes Resolution Tribunals (CDRT) to
ensure faster, more effective relief. These steps aim to
foster harmonious living while addressing severe
issues like noise and hoarding through mediation and,
if necessary, legal action.

The public consultation highlighted strong support for
government intervention in serious disputes,
particularly those involving noise. The new measures
emphasize early mediation and include safeguards to
prevent overreach. The CRU pilot, starting in Tampines,
will use noise sensors to gather evidence while
protecting privacy. Additionally, the CDRT will be
empowered to impose interim orders and enforce
mediated settlements, with the goal of resolving
disputes before they escalate. [Ministry of Law,
Singapore]

Singapore: New bill introduced to
modernize energy sector and support
decarbonisation
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(sm) On 6 August, Singapore's Ministry of Trade and
Industry (MTI) introduced the Energy Transition
Measures and Other Amendments Bill in Parliament.
This bill proposes changes to the Energy Market
Authority of Singapore Act, Electricity Act, and Gas Act
to enhance market regulation, bolster the Energy
Market Authority's (EMA) regulatory powers, and
establish the Future Energy Fund (FEF). Given that
natural gas, which generates about 40 percent of
Singapore’s carbon emissions, is crucial to the power
sector, the bill aims to support the country's 2050 net-
zero goal by updating regulatory frameworks and
energy infrastructure.

Key features of the bill include creating the FEF with an
initial SGP 5 billion (approx. USD 3.78 billion) to invest
in low-carbon technologies, setting up a Central Gas
Entity (CGE) to centralize gas procurement, and
allowing EMA to recover costs related to energy
security and decarbonisation. The bill also facilitates
access to critical energy infrastructure, requires EMA
approval for repurposing key energy assets, and
empowers EMA to implement power rationing during
emergencies. [Energy Market Authority of Singapore]
[Asian Power]

Singapore: New law passed to boost food
donations and reduce waste

(sm) On August 7, Singapore’s Parliament passed the
Good Samaritan Food Donation Bill to boost food
donations and reduce waste. The new law aims to
protect food donors from liability in the event of food
poisoning incidents, while also reducing food waste
and helping those in need, such as low-income
individuals and seniors.

The Bill sets four key conditions that food businesses
and charities must meet to be shielded from lawsuits:
the food must be safe and suitable for consumption
when it leaves the donor, recipients must be given
instructions on proper food storage and consumption,
time limits for consumption must be clearly
communicated, and donors must comply with food
safety and hygiene laws. Previously, Singapore offered
no liability protection, relying on indemnity forms
instead.

The law also ties into broader food safety regulations,
with the upcoming Food Safety and Security Bill (FSSB)
set to extend food safety requirements to cover food
donation activities. MPs raised additional points, such
as the need for clear labeling on donated food and
subsidies for food safety equipment. The Bill is part of
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ongoing efforts to address food waste, which
comprised 11 percent of Singapore's total waste in
2023. The new law is expected to encourage more food
donations while ensuring safety and reducing waste.
[CNA] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Over 2.4 million eligible
citizens to receive one-off cost-of-living
payment in September

(sm) In September 2024, over 2.4 million eligible
Singaporeans will receive a one-time special payment
ranging from 200 to SGD 400 (approximately USD 152
to USD 304) to help with rising living costs. This
payment is for those with an assessable income up to
SGD 100,000 (USD 76,000), excluding multi-property
owners.

This special payment is part of the Assurance Package,
introduced to mitigate the impact of inflation and the
GST increase. The package includes CDC vouchers, U-
Save, and S&CC rebates, which have already provided
significant financial support to households in 2024.
[The Straits Times] [Ministry of Finance, Singapore]

Singapore: 2024 growth forecast revised
to 2-3 percent; Q2 GDP maintained at 0.4
percent

(sm) Singapore has revised its 2024 GDP growth
forecast to 2 to 3 percent, up from the previous range
of 1 to 3 percent. The economy expanded by 0.4
percent quarter-on-quarter in Q2, maintaining the
same growth rate as Q1. The revised forecast reflects
expectations of resilient external demand and gradual
recovery in manufacturing, particularly in electronics.
Services sectors like finance and insurance are
expected to drive growth, while manufacturing faces
challenges due to weak biomedical output. [The
Business Times] [Ministry of Trade and Industry,
Singapore]

Singapore: Permanent residency rules
eased for international students

(Im) Singapore has eased permanent residency (PR)
rules for international students, allowing them to apply
for PR if they have passed at least one national exam,
or if they are in an integrated program. This marks a
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significant change from the previous requirement,
which mandated a wait of at least two years after
course completion before applying for PR.

Additionally, the new rules allow male guardians, not
just female guardians, to apply for a long-term visit
pass to accompany the student to Singapore, though
only one guardian is eligible.

The changes aim to make it easier for international
students to live and work in Singapore without visa
restrictions, and also provide access to social security
services and a pathway to citizenship. The ability of
applicants to integrate with the local population and
contribute to society remains a key factor in the PR
application process. By January 2023, Singapore had
over 79,300 international student pass holders. [The
PIE]

Singapore: Ultra-rich foreigners hesitant
to spend amid heightened wealth scrutiny

(Im) Ultra-rich foreigners in Singapore are becoming
increasingly cautious with their spending, leading to a
decline in demand for luxury homes, cars, and other
high-end goods. This trend follows heightened scrutiny
of wealth in the city-state, particularly after a historic
money-laundering case involving over SGD 3 billion
(USD 2.2 billion) laundered by criminals from China. In
response, Singaporean authorities have tightened
regulations, requiring more information from wealthy
individuals and family offices.

As a result, luxury property sales, especially those
priced at SGD 5 million (USD 3.75 million) or more,
have dropped significantly, with a 50 percent year-on-
year decline in the first quarter of 2024 and a 98
percent decrease in foreign purchases. Similarly, sales
of ultra-premium cars, typically starting at SGD 1
million (USD 750,000), have plummeted by 74 percent
compared to the previous year.

This cautious approach has led many affluent
foreigners, particularly from China, to prefer Hong
Kong over Singapore for establishing family offices.
The shift towards discretion has also impacted other
luxury markets, including rare whiskies and exclusive
clubs, as the ultra-wealthy in Singapore opt to keep a
low profile. [Vietnam Express]
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Thailand: Constitutional Court dissolves
main opposition Move Forward Party

(msz) Thailand's Constitutional Court on August 7
dissolved the Move Forward Party (MFP), the single-
largest party in Parliament's lower house, citing a
violation of the constitution related to its proposed
amendment to Article 112, the law that criminalizes
defaming the monarchy. The court ruled unanimously
that the party's campaign to amend this law was an
attempt to undermine the constitutional monarchy,
leading to the party's dissolution.

The Court's decision came in response to a petition
filed by the Election Commission (EC) after the
Constitutional Court previously ruled on January 31
that advocating changes to Article 112 reflected an
intention to undermine the constitutional monarchy
along with orders to the MFP to cease such activities
[see AIR No. 6, February/2024, 1]. The MFP denied any
wrongdoings and pointed to the EC's failure to follow
due process, which did not grant the MFP the
opportunity to properly defend itself. The court in turn
said that its ruling on January 31 was enough evidence
for the EC to launch the case.

In addition to dissolving the party, the court imposed a
10-year ban on political activity for the party’s
executive members, including its prime ministerial
candidate, Pita Limjaroenrat.

Judicial action seen as part of broader crackdown on
progressive movements

The court's decision is seen as part of a broader
pattern of judicial actions against progressive political
movements in Thailand. MFP's predecessor, the Future
Forward Party, was similarly dissolved in 2020 on
charges of violating election laws, a move that
triggered widespread youth-led pro-democracy
protests across the country. These protests openly
challenged the monarchy, a significant shift in a
country where the monarchy had long been
considered beyond criticism.

The Thai Constitutional Court, which has disbanded 34
parties since 2006, has long been regarded as the
guardian of conservative status quo headed by the
monarchy and backed by the military establishment.
Under the current military-drafted constitution, the
Senate can decisively determine the appointment of
constitutional judges along with other important
appointments, such as those in the EC and the
National Anti-Corruption Commission. [BBC]
[Associated Press] [Bangkok Post]
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The court's decision has been widely criticized by the
European Union, the United States, the United Nations,
and human rights groups, who argue that it
undermines democratic openness in Thailand.

Local reactions to MFP dissolution

In response to the MFP's dissolution, eighty-eight
student organizations and activist groups from 19
universities in Thailand issued a joint statement
condemning the Constitutional Court's decision. They
expressed serious concerns that the ruling undermines
democratic principles, the legislative process, and the
rights of the 14 million people who voted for the MFP
in the 2023 general election. The statement criticizes
the court for ruling that the MFP's proposal to amend
the royal defamation law constituted treason. This
decision, the groups argue, stifles discussion on the
law and the relationship between the monarchy and
national security, setting a dangerous precedent for
future prosecutions and fostering societal division.
[Prachatai English]

Separately, the Pridi Banomyong Institute, a Thai
academic institution dedicated to upholding the ideals
of peace and democracy, pointed out that the court's
ruling breaches democratic principles and infringes on
voters' rights. The institute argued that the court's
ruling represents a judicial overreach, interfering with
the authority of the legislative branch. [The Nation]

Thailand: Dissolved Move Forward Party
relaunches under new name, leader

(msz) Following its dissolution by the Constitution
Court, Thailand's main opposition Move Forward Party
(MFP) has rebranded as the People’s Party (PP), with
143 of its politicians who retained their seats in
parliament joining the new entity.

The term "People" is a literal translation of its Thai
version "Prachachon" ("usgan2u"), which reflects the
party's goal to represent and empower the people, and
ensure that they hold the supreme power to drive
Thailand's progress. Political observers see the
association between the new party name and the
Khana Ratsadon, a French-educated elite intellectual
group, that launched the 1932 revolution, which ended
the absolute monarchy of Thailand. Besides, the party
logo, an upside-down orange triangle, represents “the
lifting of the nation’s roots over rulers” with its three
sides representing “liberty, equality and fraternity”. [Al
Jazeera] [The Diplomat]
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During the first press conference after the Court's
dissolution order on August 8, members of disbanded
MFP selected list MP and former deputy secretary-
general Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut as the leader of
the PP. The rebranded party ensured that it would
continue striving for amendments to Section 112 of the
Criminal Code, the royal defamation law. Natthaphong
also assured to uphold the ideologies of the MFP and
its predecessor, the Future Forward Party, and
promised transparency and a renewed focus on
establishing a “government of change” in 2027. [The
Nation Thailand 1]

New leader, familiar face

Natthaphong, a 37-year-old MP with a background in
computer engineering and experience in cloud
services, has worked alongside Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit and later with Pita Limjaroenrat -
the former leaders of the FFP and the MFP,
respectively. Joining the FFP in 2018, his IT expertise
played a key role in streamlining the party’'s
operations. As a long-standing member, he was
instrumental in the transition from the FFP to the MFP,
including providing one of the MFP's office buildings in
Bangkok.

He was elected as an MP in both the 2019 and 2023
elections and is known for his efforts to promote
transparency in government budgeting as Chairman of
the House Committee on Budgeting Study and
Administration. [Prachatai English] [Isra News, in Thai]
[Parliament,_ in Thai]

Overwhelming voter enthusiasm

By August 10, just one day after its launch, the PP had
attracted nearly 40,000 new members toward its
100,000-member goal and raised THB 20 million (USD
0.6 million) in public donations, exceeding its initial
THB 10 million (USD 0.3 million) target. [X (formerly,
Twitter),_in Thai]

Ultraroyalist's plan to block PP falls through

On August 11, Warong Dechgitvigrom, leader of the
ultraroyalist Thai Phakdee Party, announced his plan to
file a complaint with the Election Commission (EC)
seeking the dissolution of the PP, which has become
the new home for 143 former Move Forward Party
MPs. He alleges that the PP, which took over the old
Thin Ka Khao Chao Wilai Party, failed to meet the legal
requirement of having branches in all four regions for
up to a year, as stipulated by the Political Parties Act.
Warong argues that the party should have been
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disbanded instead of being taken over by the MFP
MPs. [The Nation Thailand 2]

However, later the same day, the EC dashed Warong's
plan by confirming that the Thin Ka Khao Chao Wilai
Party had recently completed the establishment of its
remaining branch offices, finishing the process within
the one-year legal deadline. The party is now
submitting this information to the Political Party
Registrar for acknowledgment. [Matichon, in Thai]

NACC probes 44 ex-MFP members

Meanwhile, the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) announced the launch of an investigation into
the ethical conduct of 44 ex-MFP politicians, including
Natthaphong, who supported a bill to revise the royal
defamation law. If the NACC finds them guilty, the case
will be submitted to the Supreme Court for Holders of
Political Positions. The court’s ruling against the 44 MPs
in turn could result in banning them from running in
elections. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Lower house postpones
selection of new deputy speaker

(Im) The House of Representatives has postponed the
selection of a new first deputy speaker, a position
vacated by Padipat Suntiphada after he lost his MP
status due to a Constitutional Court ruling. The delay is
due to the Bhumjaithai Party's failure to submit a
candidate's name to the government whip, which is
necessary for placing the matter on the House's
agenda. The Bhumjaithai Party, which is entitled to the
position under the coalition's arrangement, had been
expected to nominate its deputy leader Paradorn
Prissanananthakul.

Currently, Pheu Thai's Pichet Chuamuangphan holds
the second deputy speaker’s position. If Pheu Thai
were to seek the first deputy speaker role, it would
necessitate a swap involving Pichet stepping down and
being nominated for the first deputy position, thereby
opening the second deputy role for a Bhumjaithai MP.
However, Wisut dismissed these speculations,
affirming that the matter would be resolved once
Bhumjaithai submits its candidate.

Opposition chief whip Pakornwut Udompipatskul
stated that the opposition has not actively sought to
contest the post but acknowledged that the People's
Party (the new entity formed from the dissolved Move
Forward Party) might consider it if the opportunity
arises. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Ethnic rights bill sails through
first reading in Parliament

(msz) The lower house of the Thai Parliament is
advancing a bill designed to recognize and protect the
rights of around 6 million people across 60 ethnic
groups in the country. The bill, which is now
approaching its final readings, includes provisions to
safeguard the cultural heritage, indigenous resources,
and environmental conservation of ethnic
communities. It aims to establish an Ethnic People's
Council to ensure ethnic groups' participation in policy-
making and to create a database for tracking ethnic
diversity.

The bill is expected to provide legal protection and
improve the quality of life for ethnic communities,
promoting their welfare and integrating their rights
into national policies. The legislation is currently being
reviewed section by section, with a final debate in the
House of Representatives anticipated soon. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Thavisin asked
to explain failed finance bills

(Im) In Thailand, the House Committee on Political
Development, Mass Communications, and Public
Participation is requesting an explanation from Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin for not endorsing 16 financial
bills in a timely manner. Chairman Parit
Wacharasindhu has invited the prime minister, his
secretary-general, and the House secretary-general to
discuss the delays and criteria used for rejecting bills.
Out of 65 financial bills reviewed, 40 were approved,
while 16, including proposals for arts, medical welfare,
and legal reforms, were not. The committee seeks
clarity on the decision-making process and the impact
of delays on legislative progress. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Rice farmers warn of legal
action over potential flooding from Chao
Phraya Dam discharge

(bk) Rice farmers in Ayutthaya province, one of
Thailand's major rice cultivation areas in the Chao
Phraya River basin, are threatening to file a petition
with the Administrative Court against the Royal
Irrigation Department (RID) for compensation if the
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department releases excess water into their fields
before September 15, which would flood their
unharvested rice crops. According to the farmers,
many rice fields are nearing harvest but could be
ruined by the increasing water levels. They intend to
voice their concerns directly to Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin during an upcoming cabinet meeting in
Ayutthaya.

The RID plans to discharge water from the Chao
Phraya Dam to increase its capacity in anticipation of
heavy rains from La Nifia, expected from the end of
August through October. As a result, this discharge will
inundate extensive farmland, including up to 480,000
hectares in the Chao Phraya River basin. [Thai PBS
World] [Thai PBS, in Thai]

Thailand: Lawyers Council to sue
companies, state agencies over tilapia
invasion

(Im) The Lawyers Council of Thailand is moving forward
with a lawsuit against private companies and state
agencies held responsible for the widespread invasion
of the blackchin tilapia, an invasive fish species from
West Africa. This species has rapidly proliferated in
Thai waterways, leading to severe ecological
disruptions and financial losses for local fish farmers.

As of mid-August 2024, over 250 farmers have joined
the lawsuit, including 214 who signed up during a
registration event in Samut Songkhram's Amphawa
district. The lawsuit aims to hold accountable those
who allowed the invasive species to spread unchecked,
causing considerable harm to local aquaculture and
the environment.

The blackchin tilapia, originally introduced to Thailand
for commercial purposes, has been multiplying across
17 provinces, significantly impacting local ecosystems
and threatening the livelihoods of farmers who rely on
native fish and other commercial species like crabs. For
example, a farmer in Phetchaburi reported that the
invasive species has decimated his crab stocks,
resulting in massive financial losses. Similar reports
have emerged from fish farms in Nakhon Si
Thammarat's Pak Phanang and Hua Sai districts.

The legal case is expected to be filed by August 16, with
the process anticipated to take at least six months
before the court issues a ruling. The Lawyers Council of
Thailand, along with the Office of Administrative Cases
Commission, is preparing to demand compensation for
the affected farmers. The exact amount of damages
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will be determined by the court, but it is expected to be
substantial, given the widespread impact of the
invasive species. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government finalizes casino
legalization bill

(msz) The Thai government has finalized a bill to
legalize and regulate casinos within entertainment
complexes across the country. The Finance Ministry
has completed the draft of the Entertainment Complex
Act, which will undergo a public hearing as mandated
by the constitution before being presented to the
cabinet. The bill is seen as a way to boost tourism and
domestic investment by integrating casino operations
within entertainment complexes.

Key provisions of the bill include a 30-year operating
license for entertainment complexes, with an initial
registration fee of THB 5 billion (USD 140 million) and
an annual fee of THB 1 billion (USD 28 million). The bill
also restricts access to individuals under 20 years old
and requires Thai citizens to pay an entrance fee of
THB 5,000 (USD 140).

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
highlighted the economic benefits, noting that the
global casino-based entertainment market is projected
to grow significantly by 2028. The bill is expected to
generate at least THB 12 billion (USD 337 million) in
taxes in its first year. However, concerns have been
raised by opposition parties about the potential
challenges in regulating the casino industry due to lax
law enforcement.

Potential locations for these entertainment complexes
include Bangkok, the Eastern Economic Corridor,
Chiang Mai, and Phuket. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government to push for bill to
offer welfare for informal workers

(Im) The Thai government is preparing to introduce a
bill that will extend social security coverage to around
20 million informal workers, including YouTubers,
internet influencers, farmers, freelancers, and food
delivery riders. This bill, which is being presented to
the cabinet before heading to parliament, aims to offer
welfare protection and improve the quality of life for
these workers, who currently lack access to formal
social safety nets.
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The proposed legislation will formally recognize these
independent workers under labor laws, granting them
access to universal state health insurance and other
basic labor rights. Additionally, the bill will enable the
government to register non-formal workers, allowing
for better policy-making, benefit design, and budget
allocation based on accurate data.

The Labour Ministry is also launching a "Kru Kor™"
project aimed at training 75,249 local community
leaders and volunteers across the country to inform
informal workers about the bill and encourage their
prompt registration once the law is enacted. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Bill to legalize adult
entertainment industry fails first reading
in lower house

(wt) A bill proposed by the now-defunct Move Forward
Party to legalize the adult entertainment industry in
Thailand, including pornographic materials and sex
toys, failed to pass its first reading in the House of
Representatives. The bill aimed to amend Section 287
of the Criminal Code, which currently bans all types of
adult materials. The proposed changes would have
allowed certain types of adult content while
maintaining a ban on materials involving sexual
violence, rape, and pedophilia.

Supporters of the bill, including Move Forward MPs,
argued that legalizing the adult entertainment industry
would acknowledge reality and protect freedom of
choice. They also suggested that legalizing and
regulating the industry could reduce sexual violence.
However, opponents, including MPs from the United
Thai Nation Party and Pheu Thai Party, argued that the
bill could lead to more harm than good, citing concerns
about inadequate legal protections for vulnerable
individuals and the lack of existing regulations for sex
services.[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government intervenes after
video of vaping mothers sparks outrage

(msz) The Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security in Thailand intervened after a video went viral
showing two young mothers, aged 22 and 19, vaping
next to their children, an eight-month-old infant and a
two-year-old toddler. The video, which drew
widespread criticism, showed one of the children
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imitating vaping. The mothers were warned by officials
and educated on child safety and proper child-rearing
practices in accordance with the Child Protection Act.
The children were also taken for medical examinations.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government launches free
online psychiatric support for youth via
mobile app

(msz) The Thai government has launched a state-run
online psychiatric service offering free mental health
support to young people aged 15 to 25. The service is
accessible through the mobile app "OOCA," which
allows users to book up to four video call
appointments with mental health professionals. The
first two sessions are conducted by a psychiatrist and a
psychologist, respectively, while the third and fourth
sessions are led by specially trained volunteers. The
initiative, developed in collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Public Health, and other
organizations, aims to improve mental health support
for Thai youth, following a petition by the Children and
Youth Council to the prime minister. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government to launch price
reduction scheme

(Im) The Thai government, through the Commerce
Ministry, is set to launch a price reduction campaign in
collaboration with the private sector. This initiative
aims to ease the financial burden on small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) and reduce the cost of
living for citizens. The campaign will run from August
20 to November 20, just before the launch of the
government's highly anticipated THB 10,000 digital
wallet scheme in December.

Key measures include reducing rental fees for small
shops and market stalls, promoting online business,
and cutting shipping costs with the help of Thailand
Post. Additionally, new sales spaces will be created in
every province, and nationwide discount campaigns
will be launched in partnership with large
manufacturers and wholesalers. The campaign will
also feature seasonal promotions during September,
October, and the New Year.

The campaign is backed by over 150 major private
operators, including the Thai Chamber of Commerce,
the Federation of Thai Industries, and leading
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companies like Central Group and Unilever Thai
Trading Co. Prime Minister Srettha will officially
announce the start of these measures during a mobile
cabinet meeting on August 20. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cross-border and transit trade
sees positive trend in first half of 2024

(Im) Thailand's cross-border and transit trade
experienced a positive trend in the first six months of
2024, with a total value of over THB 912.28 billion (USD
25.54 billion), reflecting a 3.6 percent increase from the
same period last year. This growth is largely attributed
to the government's active efforts to promote cross-
border trade, in line with directives from Prime
Minister Srettha Thauvisin.

During this period, cross-border and transit exports
were valued at THB 534.3 billion (USD 14.96 billion), a
3.1 percent increase year-on-year, while imports
amounted to about THB 188 billion (USD 5.26 billion).
Key trade partners included Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
and Cambodia.

Transit trade to third countries, particularly China, also
saw significant growth, with the value reaching THB
244 billion (USD 6.83 billion), a 14.3 percent increase
from the previous year. Thailand's top cross-border
exports included fresh durian, hard-disk drives, and
natural rubber.

To further boost trade, the government is organizing a
border trade fair in Songkhla province, featuring trade
shows, seminars, and online business matching
activities. The fair is supported by the Department of
Internal Trade and several financial institutions.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Exim Bank offers low-interest
loans to boost Halal export sector

(wt) On August 7, the Export-Import Bank of Thailand
(Exim Bank) and the Islamic Bank of Thailand (IBank)
launched a new initiative to support halal exporters by
offering loans with interest rates below the prime rate.
This collaboration aims to bolster Thailand's goal of
becoming ASEAN's halal hub by 2028.

The project, which includes backing from the Sheikhul
Islam Office and other halal product sectors, is
designed to boost Thailand's halal export sector.
Participants can access loans at reduced rates for
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working capital and investment, such as Exim Bank's
First Step Export Financing at 5.35 percent and Exim
Green Start loans at 4.1 percent.

Thailand, currently the 15th largest halal food exporter
globally and a top destination for Muslim tourists,
seeks to enhance its halal product development,
especially in food sectors. The halal market has
experienced significant growth, driven by a growing
Muslim population and increasing consumer demand.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Locals want 10 percent of land
in Bangkok's Makkasan

(Im) Residents living near the railway in Bangkok's
Phaya Thai area are requesting that the State Railway
of Thailand (SRT) allocate 10 percent of its 500-rai
(approximately 80 hectares) Makkasan land for their
relocation. This comes ahead of the SRT's high-speed
rail project, which will link three major airports: Don
Mueang, Suvarnabhumi, and U-Tapao.

These residents, many of whom have lived as
squatters on SRT land for up to 60 years, are low-
income workers seeking a legal and affordable place to
live. They propose relocating to the Makkasan land and
are willing to pay low rent. The residents are also
advocating for the establishment of a formal
community on this land, which would ensure they
receive assistance from various city agencies.

The request is tied to a government-approved plan
from last year aimed at developing housing for low-
income individuals affected by the rail project, in
cooperation with the SRT and other government
bodies. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Over 14,000 tons of hazardous
aluminum dross seized near Bangkok

(Im) Over the weekend, Thai environmental crime
police and industrial works officials seized
approximately 14,400 tons of hazardous aluminum
dross at two smelting factories in Nakhon Pathom and
Samut Sakhon provinces near Bangkok. The operation
began when highway police in Nakhon Pathom
stopped a semi-trailer truck carrying aluminum dross
without permission. The truck was headed to an
aluminum factory in Samut Sakhon, where authorities
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subsequently found 2,100 tons of aluminum dross and
hot aluminum bars.

Further investigation led to another factory in Nakhon
Pathom, where officials discovered 12,387 tons of
aluminum dross and additional hot aluminum bars.
This factory had been ordered closed in April due to
illegal operations, but the order had been defied.
Authorities suspect that both factories are run by
Chinese nationals and are pursuing legal action against
those responsible. [Bangkok Post]

The development echoes a prior environmental
scandal involving cadmium waste, which exposed
serious deficiencies in Thailand's hazardous waste
management system. In the cadmium scandal, more
than 10,000 tons of carcinogenic cadmium waste went
missing from a factory in Samut Sakhon earlier this
year. Authorities discovered that the waste, originally
transported from a zinc and cadmium mine in Tak
province, had been illegally smuggled and was found in
several locations, including a warehouse in Chonburi.
Health checks on residents near the contaminated
sites revealed elevated levels of cadmium in their
systems, prompting urgent medical interventions.

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha orders
probe into China-based Temu E-commerce
platform

(msz/wt) Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has
ordered the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society,
the Revenue Department and the police to determine
whether the China-based Temu E-commerce platform
is complying with Thai laws, particularly concerning tax
obligations. Srettha expressed concern over the
challenges that foreign E-commerce platforms like
Temu pose to the Thai retail sector, highlighting their
advanced technology and substantial funding, which
make competition difficult for local businesses.

Temu, a subsidiary of China's Pinduoduo and a
competitor to JD.com and Alibaba, launched in
Thailand on July 31, offering significant discounts on
Chinese-made products and fast delivery times from
China’'s Guangdong province. The Thai E-commerce
market, valued at around USD 19 billion in 2023, is
currently dominated by Shopee, Lazada, and TikTok
Shop, with no significant local competitors. [Thai PBS
World]

Commerce Ministry cracks down on substandard imports
to protect consumers and SMEs
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In related developments, the Commerce Ministry, in
collaboration with 10 government agencies, is
implementing measures to curb the influx of low-
priced, substandard imported goods that pose safety
risks to consumers. This initiative is particularly aimed
at addressing the rise of Chinese e-commerce
platforms that sell cheap products directly to
consumers, bypassing traditional middlemen such as
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in
Thailand.

The new measures include reviewing existing
regulations and laws to potentially restrict the
operations of these e-commerce platforms.
Additionally, the Ministry plans to tighten law
enforcement to ensure that goods sold both online
and offline meet the certification standards set by
Thailand's FDA and the Thai Industrial Standards
Institute.

Furthermore, the Ministry is coordinating with relevant
agencies to investigate businesses that might be
circumventing the Foreign Business Act, and it has
directed the Customs Department to identify the top
10 imported products for further scrutiny. [Bangkok
Post]

Both developments come after the government earlier
this year reduced the VAT minimum threshold for
imported goods, meaning that more low-value items,
particularly those sold through e-commerce platforms,
are now subject to VAT. This change has made it more
expensive for Chinese sellers to export low-cost goods
to Thailand, thereby affecting the price
competitiveness of these products.

Thailand: Explosion at Ayutthaya shipyard
kills two, injures seven

(bk) An explosion at a shipyard in Ayutthaya, a province
north of Bangkok, resulted in two fatalities and at least
seven injuries, with three in serious condition, on
August 9. The blast occurred while workers were
welding metal for a dock. Initial investigations revealed
that sparks from the welding ignited fresh paint on the
dock, which contained a flammable thinner, leading to
the explosion. [Bangkok Post 1]

Following the fatal explosion, authorities confirmed
that no chemical contamination was found at the site.
Public health officials conducted a survey near the
Chao Phraya River and determined that there were no
lingering hazardous chemicals that could pose a health
risk to local residents. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Armed forces budget cut by USD
14 million; key military procurements
approved

(msz) A Thai parliamentary committee has reduced the
armed forces' budget for the next fiscal year by over
THB 500 million (USD 14 million). The cuts include THB
427 million (USD 11.96 million) from the army, THB 111
million (USD 3.11 million) from the navy, and THB 33
million (USD 924,000) from the air force. These
reductions primarily targeted funds designated for
expanding defense capabilities and tied-over funds,
which together totaled THB 24.2 billion (USD 678
million).

Despite the cuts, the committee approved significant
expenditures, such as the army's procurement of
armored vehicles worth THB 987 million (USD 27.64
million) from China, the navy's purchase of two planes
for Marine operations costing THB 3.8 billion (USD
106.4 million), and the air force's first phase of a fighter
jet procurement totaling THB 19.5 billion (USD 546
million) spread over five fiscal years. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Two non-commissioned officers
imprisoned for abuse of privates

(msz) Two non-commissioned officers (NCOs) from the
25th Cavalry Battalion of the 4th Cavalry Regiment,
King's Guard, in Chiang Mai were sentenced to 45 days
in military prison for abusing privates under their
command. The incident, reported by the sister of one
of the privates on social media, involved the NCOs
punishing the soldiers by beating them and forcing
them to stand naked in the rain for over five hours.
The abuse occurred after the soldiers secretly left their
camp and engaged in romantic relationships with
civilians.

Another incident involved the NCOs beating soldiers
during a drug test, which later showed the privates
were clean. The Royal Thai Army (RTA) formed a
commission to investigate, which found that the
punishments were excessive and violated disciplinary
protocols. As part of the punishment, the NCOs will
also lose their pensions, and the RTA has issued orders
to prevent similar incidents in the future. [Bangkok
Post]
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Thailand: Suspected insurgent killed,
soldier wounded in Narathiwat province
clash

(bk) A clash in the restive Chanae district of Narathiwat,
Thailand's southern province, on August 8 resulted in
the death of a suspected insurgent and the wounding
of a soldier. The confrontation began when police,
soldiers, and officials surrounded a house in Aibaloh
village, acting on a tip about insurgents hiding there.

Separately, a roadside bomb exploded on Highway
4055 in Chanae later the same day as a ranger patrol
passed by, but no one was injured. The bomb
detonated shortly after the firefight in the same area.
[Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Communist Party General
Secretary and President, To Lam, holds
meeting with key party leaders

(wn) Party General Secretary and President T6 Lam led
a meeting with key Party Central Committee Office
leaders to evaluate July's accomplishments and outline
August 2024's main tasks. Attendees included Prime
Minister Pham Minh Chinh, National Assembly
Chairman Tran Thanh Man, and Party Central
Committee’s Secretariat Permanent Member Luong
Cudng. Delegates agreed that the July targets were
largely accomplished and discussed tasks for the near
future, including reviewing remaining tasks for 2024.

Preparations for the 10th meeting of the 13th Party
Central Committee and the 14th Party Congress should
continue as scheduled. Reviewing theoretical and
practical issues in Viét Nam over 40 years of renewal
should be conducted promptly to provide proposals
for reports to the 14th Party Congress. Central and
local agencies must promptly finalise leadership
positions to ensure the best preparation for the
upcoming congresses leading to the 14th Party
Congress. To support socio-economic development, it
is crucial to address difficulties and obstacles, creating
favourable conditions for businesses and
entrepreneurs. This will stimulate investment, enhance
business operations, and create a positive atmosphere
for the public in their economic activities and daily
lives. The meeting also set directions for addressing
other significant issues shortly. [Asian News Network]
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Vietnam: Artists pressured to show
respect for late general secretary Trong

(Im) After the death of Vietnam's Communist Party
General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong on July 19, many
Vietnamese celebrities expressed condolences on
social media, with some canceling performances
during the national mourning period. However, those
who did not publicly mourn or continued their regular
activities faced harsh criticism and boycotts from social
media users, accused of being "ungrateful." Some
celebrities were pressured into issuing public
apologies.

Critics argue that this backlash was largely driven by
party loyalists and state-influenced public opinion
makers, drawing comparisons to China’s Red Guards.
They claim the government is fostering an extremist
spirit by pressuring celebrities to conform and show
respect, highlighting concerns over state propaganda
and the suppression of free expression. [Radio Free
Asia]

Vietnam: Authorities signal crackdown on
Falung Gong over security concerns

(Im) Vietnam has signaled plans to take action against
Falun Gong, a spiritual practice that combines
meditation, gigong exercises, and a moral philosophy
rooted in Chinese tradition, citing its "negative impact"
on the country's political security and public order. The
Vietnamese Ministry of Interior intends to discourage
participation in Falun Gong activities and prevent the
formation of what it terms "illegal organizations." This
follows a petition from voters expressing concern over
the group's influence in various localities.

While Falun Gong practitioners in Vietnam insist that
the group is non-political and focused on improving
mental and physical health, the government remains
wary. The movement, founded in China in 1992 and
banned there in 1999, has been closely monitored in
Vietnam, with sporadic reports of police harassment
against practitioners.

The Vietnamese constitution technically guarantees
religious freedom, but authorities can override these
rights for national security and public order reasons.
The government's stance mirrors China's harsh
treatment of Falun Gong, where the group is labeled as
an "evil cult," and followers have faced severe
persecution. [Radio Free Asia]
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Vietnam: Six individuals indicted for
spreading false claim of Samsung worker
transmitting HIV

(wn) In Thai Nguyen Province, Vietnam, six individuals
have been indicted for distributing pornographic
videos falsely claiming that a Samsung Electronics
Vietnam (SEVT) employee had transmitted HIV to 16
male co-workers. The defendants, four men and two
women, were charged with "distribution of
pornographic materials." The men are in detention,
while the women, who are nursing infants, were
released on bail with movement restrictions.

The false claims spread rapidly on social media after
one of the accused accessed the company’'s employee
database, shared the female employee's personal
information, and posted the videos. Although the post
was deleted shortly after, it had already gone viral.
SEVT and local authorities confirmed that the woman
in the videos is not an SEVT employee and that the
claims were baseless. The investigation is ongoing to
determine the source of the videos and false
information. [Tuoi Tre News]

Vietnam: Locals in Central Vietnam town
question need for USD 3.5 million
monument

(Im) Residents of Dien Ban, a town in Central Vietnam,
are questioning the local government's proposal to
spend USD 3.5 million to demolish and rebuild a 19-
year-old military monument. The project, which aims
to replace the Dien Ngoc Gallant Soldiers Monument
with a larger tribute, has sparked concerns about
corruption. Locals and experts suspect that officials
might be using the project as a cover to inflate costs
and embezzle funds. Despite claims that the current
monument is in disrepair, many believe the money
would be better spent addressing local economic
hardships. [Radio Free Asia]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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Dengue threat across Southeast Asia

(ma) Dengue fever continues to pose a significant
public health challenge across Southeast Asia, with
varying infection rates reported in different countries.
While some nations like Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar,
and Vietnam have seen lower case numbers in the first
half of 2024 compared to the same period in 2023,
others are experiencing surges. Vietnam has reported
18,724 cases and three deaths, while Indonesia has
seen a dramatic increase with 91,201 confirmed cases
and 640 deaths - approximately triple the figures from
the previous year. Malaysia has also reported high
numbers, with 75,263 cases and 60 deaths.

The World Health Organization (WHO) notes that many
endemic countries in Southeast Asia lack robust
detection and reporting mechanisms, leading to an
underestimation of the true scale of the dengue
problem. This underscores the need for improved
surveillance and reporting systems to accurately gauge
the extent of the outbreak and allocate resources
effectively.

In the absence of a vaccine or specific treatment for
dengue fever, prevention remains crucial. Public health
experts emphasize the importance of environmental
management strategies, including improved water
supplies, proper waste disposal, and the use of
mosquito-proof doors and windows. Additionally, the
use of insecticides and repellents, along with personal
protective measures, are recommended. Public
awareness campaigns and regular entomological
monitoring and control programs are deemed
essential in the ongoing battle against this persistent
mosquito-borne illness. [Radio Free Asia]

China, Philippines and its allies
concurrently launch drills near South
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China Sea flashpoint

(rl) On August 7, China’s military has initiated drills near
the disputed Scarborough Shoal in the South China
Sea, an area over which it contests sovereignty with
the Philippines.

The Southern Theatre Command announced that it
had carried out air and sea combat patrols near the
shoal, also known as Huangyan Island in China, to test
strike capabilities. These exercises appear to be a
direct response to military maneuvers conducted on
the same day in which e United States, Australia,
Canada, and the Philippines. [DW]

In a joint statement, military leaders from the US,
Australia, Canada, and the Philippines emphasized
their commitment to addressing common maritime
challenges and upholding international law. They
clarified that their two-day exercises aimed to ensure
unhindered passage in the Asia-Pacific region.
[Australia Government]

The Scarborough Shoal, located 240km west of the
Philippines' Luzon Island and nearly 900km from
China's Hainan, has been a particular point of
contention since China seized control of the area in
2012. Tensions between Beijing and Manila have been
escalating in the recent months, with China pressing its
claims to almost the entire South China Sea, while it
has also been claimed in parts by Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan (Republic of
China/R0OC), and Vietnam.

On July 18, Vietnam filed an official claim to extend the
continental shelf of beyond the current 200 nautical
miles from its baselines (see AR No. 30, July/2024, 4),
after Philippine’s similar move on June 15 (see AiR No.
25, June/2024, 3).

Recent confrontations have also centered around the
Second Thomas Shoal, where Chinese coastguards
boarded Philippine naval vessels, leading to injuries
and the seizure of equipment. China attributed the
escalation to Philippines and insisted its actions were
legal and proportional.

Last month, the US announced USD 500 million in
additional military funding to the Philippines to
counter China’s growing assertiveness (see AiR No. 32,
August/2024, 1). Beijing criticized this move, arguing
that foreign intervention would only increase instability
and tensions in the region.

The US military has long conducted freedom of
navigation operations in the area, which China
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opposes, viewing them as threats to regional stability.
[Aljazeera] [Breaking Defense]

US surpasses China as Germany's top
trading partner amid strategic shifts

(rl) In a significant shift, the US has overtaken China as
Germany's largest trading partner in the first half of
2024. According to preliminary data from Germany's
statistics office, the total trade between Germany and
the US reached approximately EUR 127 billion (USD
139 billion) from January to June, slightly surpassing
the EUR 122 billion of trade between Germany and
China. [Destatis]

This development reflects Germany's ongoing efforts
to reduce its economic dependence on China, driven
by political differences and concerns over Beijing's
"unfair practices." Despite China's long-standing
position as Germany's top trading partner, the resilient
US economy has bolstered German exports,
contributing to this shift. German exports to the U.S.
increased by 3.3 percent during the period, while
exports to China declined by nearly 3 percent.

The future of this "neck-and-neck race" between the
US and China for trade supremacy with Germany
remains uncertain, as global economic conditions
continue to evolve. [The Eurasian Times] [Reuters]

China sees largest increase in EV sales
since 2024

(jf) Global sales of fully electric and plug-in hybrid
vehicles increased by 21 percent year-on-year in July,
driven by China's strongest growth this year despite
declining demand in Europe, according to market
research firm Rho Motion on August 12.

In July, global sales of electric vehicles (EVs), including
fully electric (BEV) and plug-in hybrids (PHEV), reached
1.35 million, with 0.88 million sold in China, marking a
31% increase year-on-year. In the first seven months of
2024, PHEV sales in China surged by 70% compared to
the previous year.

In the European Union, MG Motor, owned by China's
SAIC Motor Corp, is expected to be most affected by
the provisional tariffs imposed on EVs imported from
China (see AiR No. 28, July/2024, 2). The impact of the
tariffs should be less significant for Tesla, which can
produce vehicles at its Berlin factory, and for Chinese
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EV giant BYD, whose market presence in Europe
remains small, analysts noted. [Reuters]

Western ambassadors stay away from
atomic bomb memorial service in Japan
over exclusion of Israel

(rl/dgl) Western ambassadors from the US, Britain,
France, and other EU nations boycotted the official
Nagasaki atomic bomb commemoration on August,
protesting Israel's exclusion from the event. Instead,
they attended a prayer meeting at a Tokyo temple.

US ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel joined the
protest along with the Israeli and British ambassadors,
emphasizing that Israel's exclusion was a political
decision, not a security concern.

Hosting Nagasaki Mayor Shiro Suzuki maintained that
Israel was not invited to avoid potential protests
related to the Gaza conflict, ensuring a smooth and
peaceful ceremony. However, Emanuel criticized this
reasoning, arguing it equated Israel with Russia, which
has been excluded from such events since its 2022
invasion of Ukraine.

The event, marking the 79th anniversary of the atomic
bombing of Nagasaki, which killed 74,000 people, was
attended by diplomats from the US, Britain, Germany,
France, and other nations, though at lower levels.
[NHK, in Japanese]

The decision to exclude Israel was met with criticism
from several Western countries, with the French
embassy calling it "regrettable." In response, the Israeli
ambassador expressed sympathy for the victims of the
Nagasaki bombing and criticized the decision for
sending the wrong message to the world. [France 24]

Joint air force exercises in Japan aim to
enhance Indo-Pacific defense capabilities

(rl) In response to increasing strategic threats from
China and North Korea, Japan, Italy and the US have
bolstered their military cooperation through a joint
exercise named Rising Sun 24. This three-day training
operation is taking place at Misawa Air Base in
northeastern Japan and its surrounding airspace, with
the objective of enhancing the defensive capabilities of
the involved forces.
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The exercise features four F-35A fighters each from
Japan and Italy, as well as four Eurofighters. Additional
support is provided by two KC-767 refueling aircraft, a
CAEW early-warning aircraft, and a C-130J transport
aircraft. U.S. Air Force aircraft based at Misawa are also
participating, along with three additional KC-767
tankers for deployment support. [Yahoo News Canada]

Rising Sun 24 aims to refine tactical skills, promote
mutual understanding, and deepen defense
cooperation between Japan and Italy, with the broader
goal of fostering a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific." This
exercise follows Pitch Black 24, a similar joint exercise
held in Australia three weeks prior, involving Italian
Navy and Air Force units with Australian military
assets.

The partnership between Japan and Italy, formalized in
2022, strengthen their commitment to countering
China's influence in the region. Both nations, along
with the United Kingdom, are collaborating on
developing a sixth-generation fighter.

Earlier this year, the United States and Japan
announced substantial measures to modernize their
military alliance amidst growing threats from China,
North Korea, and Russia in the Indo-Pacific. These
initiatives include transforming US Forces Japan into a
joint force headquarters to enhance operational
cooperation and security coordination in and around
Japan (see AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5).

The Rising Sun 24 exercise highlights the ongoing
efforts of the U.S., Japan, and Italy to strengthen their
defense capabilities and maintain regional stability in
the face of escalating threats. [UPI]

Mongolia and UNDP discuss strengthening
cooperation on human rights and climate
action

(to) On August 8, Acting State Secretary of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia, Munkhtushig
Lkhanaajav, met with Matilda Dimovska, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident
Representative in Mongolia.

The meeting focused on enhancing cooperation
between Mongolia and the UNDP, with discussions
centered on advancing human rights, promoting
gender equality, and addressing challenges related to
desertification and climate change. Both parties
expressed their commitment to furthering these
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initiatives in the coming years. [Mongolian News
Agency]

South Korea holds telephone
conversation on North Korea nuclear
threat with Japan and US

(ac) On August 8, South Korea's Vice Minister for
Strategy and Intelligence Cho Koo-Rae held a high-level
trilateral telephone consultation on North Korean
nuclear issue with U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink, and
Japan's Director General for Asian and Oceanian Affairs
Hiroyuki Namazu.

The representatives shared great concerns on North
Korea's continuing military actions including missile
launches, and the development of Russia and North
Korea relations. The officials urged Pyongyang to
return to dialogue and cease all provocations activities.
In addition, they also called for China to utilize its
influence to pressurize North Korea to halt military
activities.

The officials also discussed global security, including
Russia’s arm trade with North Korea for the war in
Ukraine, the non-proliferations agreements and the
United Nations Security Council resolutions. [ROK
Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Yonhap News Agency]

Countries revoking preferential visa
treatment for Taiwan

(jp) Several countries have recently revoked
preferential visa treatment for Taiwan passport
holders, a move Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) attributes to pressure from China. The
Ministry's response came after the National Audit
Office reported a decrease in the number of countries
offering such treatment, dropping from 171 at the end
of 2023 to 166 by April 2024.

According to MOFA, some of the countries that
recently canceled preferential visa treatment for
Taiwanese did so after "bowing to pressure from the
Chinese government,". For instance, Botswana altered
its e-visa application system, reclassifying Taiwan
under "China," effectively barring Taiwan passport
holders from applying for e-visas. Similarly, Colombia
canceled its visa-free access for Taiwanese citizens,
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now only allowing visa-free entry for those with U.S. or
Schengen residency or visas. [Focus Taiwan]

The National Audit Office's Central Government Budget
Audit Report highlighted the Ministry's failure to
promptly update the public on these visa changes,
which could potentially disrupt the travel plans of
Taiwan passport holders. MOFA acknowledged the
issue, pledging to improve communication regarding
any changes in visa policies to minimize disruptions.
[Focus Taiwan]

Colombo Plan meeting addresses regional
drug crisis

(gs) A three-day meeting organized by the National
Secretariat of the Colombo Plan - an
intergovernmental organization focused on economic
and social development in the Asia-Pacific region -
took place in Bhutan, focusing on drug demand and
supply reduction in the Asia-Pacific region. The event,
part of the Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Programme
(CPDAP), which began in 1973, brought together
participants from 17 member countries to discuss
drug-related challenges, explore collaborative
solutions, and develop strategies.

The Secretary General of the Colombo Plan, Benjamin
P. Ryes, emphasized the need for unwavering
dedication and collaboration among countries to
combat substance abuse. Bhutan's Chief of Police,
Major General Chimi Dorji, highlighted the importance
of the National Drug Task Force, established in 2022, in
addressing drug issues in Bhutan, with a focus on
prevention and early intervention. [Kuensel]

South Asian nations discuss carbon
pricing

(gs) From August 5-9, a four-day workshop on carbon
pricing and Paris Agreement's Article 6 took place in
Thimphu. Organized by the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Bhutan's
Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources, the
workshop is part of the UNFCCC's capacity-building
initiative to help countries better understand and
implement Article 6, which involves international
collaboration to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
through market and non-market approaches.
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Over 60 participants from India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Maldives, Pakistan, and Bhutan were attending,
focusing on technical discussions, strategies, and
institutional arrangements related to carbon markets
and their integration with Nationally Determined
Contributions. The event is seen as preparation for the
upcoming COP29 conference in Baku, Azerbaijan.
[Kuensel]

India’s President Murmu concludes three-
nation tour to Fiji, New Zealand, Timor-
Leste

(sg/Im) India’s President Droupadi Murmu concluded
her three-nation tour to Fiji, New Zealand, and Timor-
Leste on August 11, marking a significant boost to
India’s bilateral ties and its ‘Act East’ policy. This tour,
the first of its kind by an Indian head of state,
underscores India's ambition to solidify its role as a
global power and a counterbalance to China's growing
influence in the Pacific region.

Visit to Fiji

In Fiji, President Murmu emphasized India'’s
commitment to climate justice and development
partnerships with Pacific Island nations. Her visit
highlighted the shared values and democratic
principles that unite India and Fiji. A notable
achievement during this visit was the allocation of land
for a 100-bed Super Speciality Hospital in Suva, a
project announced by Prime Minister Modi at the 2023
FIPIC Summit. President Murmu was also honored with
Fiji's highest civilian award, reflecting the strong
bilateral ties. Additionally, she engaged with the Indian
diaspora, paying tribute to the historical and cultural
connections between the two nations. [India News]

Visit to New Zealand

During the second leg of her tour, President Murmu
visited New Zealand, where she met with Governor-
General Dame Cindy Kiro, Prime Minister Christopher
Luxon, and other senior ministers. This visit, the first
by an Indian President to New Zealand in eight years,
highlighted the deepening relationship between the
two countries, particularly in areas such as defense,
security, trade, and education.[ThePrint] [Business
Standard]

Visit to Timor-Leste

India established diplomatic relations with East Timor
in 2003, shortly after the country's independence in
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2002. With Timor-Leste now an observer in ASEAN and
on the path to full membership, India has begun
treating it as a full ASEAN member, integrating it into
the broader framework of India's engagement with
Southeast Asia. Against this backdrop, the visit of
President Murmu paves the way for Timor-Leste to
benefit from India's ASEAN-related initiatives, such as
the India-ASEAN Fund and the ASEAN-India Trade in
Goods Agreement (AITGA).

During her visit, President Murmu engaged in high-
level talks, received significant honors, and witnessed
the signing of three Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) focused on cultural cooperation, visa-free
access for diplomats, and the exchange of
broadcasting programs. The visit also featured a
cultural exchange where President Murmu shared her
personal journey and India’'s democratic values, further
strengthening the bond between the two nations. The
Indian community in Timor-Leste, largely consisting of
professionals, expressed pride in the accolades
received during the visit, highlighting the deepening
relationship between India and Timor-Leste. [Firstpost]
[The Hindu]

Pakistan calls for international judicial
mechanism to seek ‘restitution, damages’
from Israel

(Im/ht) Pakistan has strongly advocated for the
establishment of an international judicial mechanism
to seek "restitution, damages, and satisfaction" from
Israel for its actions in Gaza, which the Pakistani
government describes as crimes against humanity, war
crimes, and genocide. This call was made by Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar during a press conference
following his participation in a special meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Executive
Committee in Jeddah on August 9,. The meeting,
convened at the request of Palestine and Iran, was
held to address the ongoing Israeli military aggression
in Gaza and its broader regional implications.

During the OIC meeting, Dar expressed deep concern
over the potential for the conflict to escalate into a
broader regional war, particularly in light of threats
from Iran and Hezbollah to retaliate for the
assassinations of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran and Hezbollah military commander Fuad Shukr
in Beirut. Of note, Dar cautioned Iran and Palestine
against retaliating in a manner that could fulfill Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's alleged designs
for a "wider war" in the Middle East.
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Dar also called for collective measures, including
potential trade and oil sanctions, if Israel continues its
military campaign in Gaza. He further urged for
enhanced humanitarian assistance to the besieged
Palestinian population in Gaza. He specifically called
for the opening of all access points for the supply of
aid and for the full operation of UN and international
agencies, including the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). [Arab
News 1] [Arab News 2]

Deputy Prime Minister Dar holds separate meetings with
OIC secretary-general, Algeria, Malaysia

In separate meetings on the sidelines of the OIC
Executive Council gathering, Deputy Prime Minister
Dar engaged in detailed discussions with OIC
Secretary-General Hissein Brahim Taha and the foreign
ministers of Algeria and Malaysia. [The Express
Tribune]

Pakistan pushes for better internet access
in GSM Asia Pacific talks - despite X ban

(ss) Despite Pakistan's ongoing ban on the social media
platform X, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif emphasized
the need for better internet access during a meeting
with a delegation from the Global Systems for Mobile
Communication’s (GSM) Asia Pacific on August 7.

During the meeting, Sharif highlighted the
government's focus on improving digital infrastructure,
e-governance, and vocational training in digital skills.
He announced that a "historic" development budget
would be allocated for IT sector reforms, with an
emphasis on increasing IT exports. The prime minister
also envisioned widespread access to smartphones,
broadband, and QR code facilities for businesses
across Pakistan. The GSM delegation expressed
interest in enhancing cooperation with Pakistan in the
IT and telecom sectors. [Arab News]

The ban on X, implemented in February this year
following protests over alleged election rigging, has
raised concerns about Internet freedom. The Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) is also planning to
restrict VPN usage to prevent access to X, drawing
criticism from digital rights activists.

Pakistan’s General Sahir Shamshad Mirza
meets with top officials during United
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Kingdom visit

(ht) The Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, is on an official visit to
the UK and has met with top British military officials. In
May 2023, the British Army’s Chief of General Staff,
General Sir Patrick Sanders visited Pakistan for a five-
day defense engagement. During his visit, he met with
Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff, General Asim Munir and
other relevant officials. Pakistan and UK have
reiterated cooperation on security, counter terrorism,
and bilateral defense. The British Military lauded
Pakistan for its professionalism and sacrifices against
terrorism underpinned both countries shared history.
The existing defense partnership includes Pakistani
officers that will undergo training at UK's Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst and Royal College of Defense
Studies. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka reaffirms its commitment to
achieving SDGs, reaching net zero carbon
emissions by 2040

(sa) Sri Lanka has reaffirmed its commitment to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and reaching net zero carbon emissions by 2040, as
announced by President Ranil Wickremesinghe.
Speaking at the ESG Summit 2024 in Colombo, the
President outlined key measures to achieve these
goals, including harnessing renewable energy,
modernizing agriculture, and addressing water
shortages. He emphasized the importance of attracting
global financial investments to support these initiatives
and highlighted the transformation of plantation
businesses into agribusiness, the promotion of
sustainable tourism, and the establishment of four
new technical universities.

Wickremesinghe urged the private sector to be more
proactive in adapting to global changes and improving
their commitment to Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) principles. He also expressed
concerns about the global geopolitical and economic
challenges that could hinder progress on SDGs and
climate goals, noting the slow recovery from COVID-19,
economic struggles in major economies, and political
setbacks in countries like the UK. Despite these
challenges, he encouraged continued efforts towards
sustainability, acknowledging the difficulties in
securing necessary funding from international sources.
[Daily Mirror]
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UNDP launches Al tool for mapping socio-
economic vulnerabilities in Cambodia

(to) The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has launched a new Al-driven tool designed to
map socio-economic vulnerabilities across Cambodia.
This innovative tool, unveiled during an event in
Phnom Penh on August 8 aims to provide policymakers
with real-time, multidimensional data to better
understand and address poverty and vulnerability,
particularly in remote rural areas.

The tool integrates Big Data and Al, offering insights
that traditional methods often overlook, and is
expected to enhance Cambodia’s efforts in poverty
reduction and sustainable development. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia’s first APPU Executive Council
Meeting in Siem Reap

(to) On August 12, Cambodia started hosting the first
Asian Pacific Postal Union Executive Council (APPU-EC)
meeting in Siem Reap, with the event being presided
over by Minister of Posts and Telecommunications,
Chea Vandeth.

The APPU, an intergovernmental organization that
coordinates postal services across the Asia-Pacific
region, convened representatives from 24 of its 32
member countries to discuss key issues such as
strengthening postal network connectivity, digitalizing
services, and enhancing cooperation in the postal
sector.

Also present were leaders from the Universal Postal
Union, the global organization overseeing international
postal services, and other regional postal communities.
The meeting, which runs until August 16, aims to set
the agenda for the future of postal services in the
region. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia urges ASEAN to prepare for
food crisis through local food initiatives

(si) The Indonesian government has urged ASEAN
nations to coordinate efforts in preparing for a
potential food crisis by emphasizing the use of local
food resources to bolster national reserves. Acting
Secretary-General of the Indonesian Agriculture
Ministry, Prihasto Setyanto, made this call after leading
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the Indonesian delegation at the Special Senior
Officials Meeting of the 45th ASEAN Ministers on
Agriculture and Forestry in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, on
August 6.

Setyanto highlighted key agreements from the
meeting, including the development of the ASEAN
Action Plan for Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Security for 2026-2030. The meeting also addressed
the European Union's Deforestation Regulation (EUDR),
which bans exports of products to the EU market
originating from or contributing to deforestation,
affecting ASEAN exports such as palm oil, cocoa, and
rubber. Indonesia and Malaysia, which produce 85
percent of the world’s palm oil, have been critical of
this policy. [Diplomat]

In response, ASEAN countries agreed to enhance
partnerships to improve the competitiveness of their
agricultural commodities. Additionally, Indonesia
emphasized the importance of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions in agriculture without compromising
production. [Antara]

Philippines condemns China’s ‘illegal and
reckless’ actions for dropping flares in
skies above South China Sea

(rr/Im) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on
August 11 condemned recent actions by the Chinese
air force in the South China Sea, labeling them as
"unjustified, illegal, and reckless." This condemnation
followed an incident where two Chinese aircraft
dropped flares in the path of a Philippine aircraft
conducting a routine patrol near the contested
Scarborough Shoal on August 8. [Rappler]

China accused the Philippines of "illegally intruding"
into its airspace, while Manila described the Chinese
actions as "dangerous and provocative." The incident
marks the first time since Marcos Jr. took office in 2022
that Manila has reported dangerous actions by
Chinese aircraft, as previous confrontations involved
navy or coast guard vessels. [CNN]

Philippines, China 'provisional agreement' over Second
Thomas Shoal subject to future review, official says

Against this backdrop, the Philippines indicated on
August 13 that a "provisional agreement" with China
regarding resupply missions to troops stationed at the
Second Thomas Shoal in the South China Sea may be
subject to future review. This agreement, reached last
month, specifically covers resupply missions at the
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Second Thomas Shoal and does not apply to other
disputed areas in the region. [Reuters]

Philippines, Australia, Canada, United
States conduct joint maritime drill in West
Philippine Sea

(rr) The Philippines, Australia, Canada, and the United
States conducted a multilateral maritime cooperative
activity (MMCA) within the Philippines' exclusive
economic zone (EEZ), specifically in the West Philippine
Sea (WPS), on August 7-8. The exercise, the first of its
kind involving all four nations, aimed to enhance
regional and international cooperation in support of a
free and open Indo-Pacific. The drill included naval and
air units from the participating countries, focusing on
improving interoperability and cooperation among
their armed forces.

The MMCA emphasized adherence to international law
and respect for maritime rights under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The
exercise is seen as a collective effort to uphold
international law, particularly the 2016 South China
Sea Arbitral Tribunal ruling, and to address common
maritime challenges. The AFP confirmed that while
Chinese military vessels monitored the exercise, no
direct Chinese military activity occurred in the vicinity.
[Philippine News Agency]

China's Wang Yi to co-chair 9th Mekong-
Lancang Foreign Ministerial Meeting in
Thailand

(bk) Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi is set to visit Thailand's northern city of Chiang
Mai on August 16-17 to co-chair the 9th Mekong-
Lancang Cooperation (MLC) Foreign Ministerial
Meeting alongside Thailand. The MLC is a cooperative
framework established in 2016 between China and the
Mekong River's riparian countries, including Myanmar,
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia.

During the two-day meeting, the participating foreign
ministers will review the progress of their cooperative
efforts under the MLC, with a particular focus on
projects funded by the MLC Special Fund. Thai Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin will deliver a keynote speech
titled “Towards a Safer and Cleaner Mekong-Lancang
Community” at the meeting's opening ceremony.
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The MLC has been instrumental in fostering regional
integration and sustainable development in the
Mekong subregion. Since its inception, over 700
projects have been launched under its Special Fund,
with Thailand alone initiating 77 projects in areas such
as education, public health, trade, and natural
resource management. This year, Thailand will lead
discussions aimed at making the Mekong subregion
safer and greener. [Thai PBS World]

United States, EU, UN experts express
concern about Thailand’s Move Forward
Party’s dissolution

(msz) On August 7, the United States and the European
Union (EU) issued statements expressing serious
concerns about the Thai Constitutional Court's
dissolution of reformist opposition Move Forward
Party (MFP) and its implications for Thai democracy.
Washington criticized the ruling as detrimental to
Thailand's democratic progress and a setback for the
14 million voters who supported the party in the 2023
elections. The EU echoed these concerns, describing
the ruling as a setback for political pluralism and a
threat to democratic principles. [Bangkok Post] [US
State Department]

Using a similar language, UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Tlrk expressed deep concern
over the Constitutional Court decision to dissolve the
MFP and ban its leaders from politics for 10 years. Ttrk
criticized the ruling for undermining democratic
processes and restricting political pluralism, stating it
impacts fundamental freedoms and the right to
participate in public life. He condemned the use of
Thailand's royal defamation law, which the court cited
in its decision, as contrary to international human
rights standards and urged Thailand to foster a more
inclusive democracy that upholds freedom of
expression and association. [UN News]

Western democracies' echoing concern

In addition to the US and the EU, Australia emphasized
that inclusivity, pluralism, and freedom of expression
are essential democratic principles, which were
compromised by the dissolution of the MFP. The
Australian government urged Thailand to ensure that
political participation reflects the will of the people.

Global Affairs Canada, the Canadian government's
international relations department, condemned the
dissolution, stating that it disenfranchises over 14
million voters and undermines political pluralism.
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The German Ministry of Foreign Affairs labeled the
ruling as a "severe setback to democracy" and stressed
the importance of Thailand's commitment to pluralism,
allowing democratic parties to operate freely.

The UK government's Foreign, Commonwealth, and
Development Office described the decision as a
setback for pluralism and freedom of speech, urging all
parties to uphold democratic rights and
representation. [Prachatai English 1]

Thailand downplays international outcry

On the other hand, Thai Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin expressed his confidence that the MFP would
find a way to overcome political turbulence and
dismissed the speculations that the court’s decision
would weaken the opposition camp. [Bangkok Post]

Thai court dismayed by foreign diplomats

Earlier on August 2, ambassadors and senior diplomats
from several embassies in Bangkok held a private
meeting with Pita Limjaroenrat, the then Chief Advisor
to the MFP leader, to discuss Thailand's "ongoing crisis
of democracy." Although the meeting with foreign
diplomats was not related to the charges against the
MFP, the Thai Constitutional Court's ruling on August 7
included a pointed remark, indirectly addressing this
interaction. The court stated that while diplomats from
other countries have their own laws and regulations,
any expression of opinion should adhere to "universal
diplomatic etiquette." The ruling also emphasized that
Thailand's democratic system with the King as Head of
State must remain unchanged. [Prachatai English 2]

Vietham recognized as most affordable
country for expatriates in 2024

(wn) Vietnam has been recognized as the most
affordable country for expatriates in 2024, according to
a comprehensive survey conducted by InterNations.
The annual survey, which gathered responses from
12,000 expatriates across 174 territories, assessed
various aspects of living abroad, including quality of
life, personal finance, and working conditions.

In the “personal finance” category, Vietnam secured
the top spot out of 53 destinations, marking its fourth
consecutive year at the pinnacle of this index. The
personal finance index evaluates expatriates’
perceptions of the general cost of living, their
satisfaction with their financial situation, and whether
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their disposable household income suffices for a
comfortable lifestyle.

A significant 86 percent of foreign residents in Vietham
rated the country's cost of living as favorable, a figure
that is more than double the global average of 40
percent. Moreover, 65 percent of expatriates
expressed satisfaction with their financial situation,
compared to a global average of 54 percent. When it
came to disposable income, 68 percent of respondents
in Vietnam indicated that it was more than sufficient
for a comfortable life, in stark contrast to the global
average of 41 percent.

Vietnam's appeal as an affordable destination is
further emphasized by its inclusion alongside other
Southeast Asian nations such as Indonesia, the
Philippines, and Thailand, which also ranked in the top
10 for affordability. The list also features four Central
and Latin American countries—Colombia, Panama,
Mexico, and Brazil—as well as India and China,
completing the top ten most affordable countries for
expatriates in 2024. [The Korea Herald]

Bangladesh's ex-Premier Hasina claims
United States behind her ouster

(Im) Former Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has reportedly claimed that the United States
orchestrated her ouster because she refused to
surrender control of Saint Martin Island, a strategically
significant landmass in the Bay of Bengal. According to
a report from The Economic Times, Hasina, who had
ruled Bangladesh for 15 years before her abrupt
resignation on August 5, suggested that ceding the
island to the US would have allowed Washington to
exert considerable influence over the region.

Saint Martin Island, also known locally as Narikel
Zinzira (Coconut Island), is a small island of about three
square kilometers located in the northeastern Bay of
Bengal, just south of the Cox's Bazar-Teknaf peninsula.
The island is Bangladesh's southernmost point and
holds significant strategic value due to its location.

Prior to her resignation, Hasina had hinted at
international pressure, claiming in May that a foreign
plot was underway to create a "Christian state like East
Timor" by taking territory from Bangladesh and
Myanmar. She alleged that she had been offered an
easy re-election in the January 7 polls if she allowed a
foreign country to establish an airbase in Bangladesh,
though she did not specify which country was involved.
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Following her resignation and departure to India on
August 5, Hasina's US-based son, Sajeeb Wazed, took
to social media to refute reports that quoted a
resignation statement from her, calling them
"completely false and fabricated." Wazed confirmed
that his mother had not made any public statement
since leaving Bangladesh. [Anadolu Ajansi]

US says it had no role in ousting of Sheikh Hasina,
continues to monitor situation in Bangladesh

In response, the US denied any involvement in the
ousting of Hasina, calling the allegations "simply false."
[Reuters]

Additionally, the White House stated that the US will
continue to monitor the situation in Bangladesh,
particularly in response to concerns over human rights
violations against the minority Hindu community
following the fall of the Sheikh Hasina government.

The remarks come amid growing calls from Hindu-
American groups and Indian-American lawmakers for
US intervention to protect the lives and properties of
Hindus in Bangladesh. These calls have led to protests
by hundreds of Hindu-Americans in various US cities,
including Washington, D.C., New York City, Atlanta, and
Fremont, California. Protesters have urged the U.S.
government to take decisive action, chanting slogans
such as "Hindu Lives Matter" and "We Want Justice."

Protests have also been held outside the United
Nations headquarters and in Times Square, calling for
international action to address the violence against
Hindus in Bangladesh. The demonstrators have called
for Congressional hearings and concrete measures to
prevent future violence against minorities in the
country.[The Hindu]

Bangladesh's Supreme Court Bar Association calls on
India to arrest former Prime Minister Hasina

Meanwhile, Bangladesh’s Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) has called on India to arrest Hasina
and her sister Sheikh Rehana, urging their return to
Bangladesh. Speaking at a press conference, SCBA
President AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon, also a joint
secretary general of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), accused Hasina of numerous killings and
warned against declaring a state of emergency, citing
past government failures. [The Daily Star]

Cambodia receives Japan's defense
minister
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(to) On August 6, Japanese Defense Minister Minoru
Kihara visited Cambodia , where he held talks with
Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha, Prime Minister
Hun Manet, and Senate President Hun Sen.

The discussions focused on strengthening defense
cooperation between Japan and Cambodia, a nation
with close ties to China. Japan, concerned about
China's growing influence and aggressive maritime
activities in the region, seeks to bolster its relations
with Southeast Asian countries, including Cambodia
and Vietnam, which are also part of Kihara's tour. This
visit highlights Japan's strategic efforts to
counterbalance Beijing's expanding influence in
Southeast Asia. [Cambodia Daily]

In parallel with Japan's efforts to strengthen defense
ties with Cambodia, the country is also deepening its
economic and diplomatic connections with China.
Recent developments include increased air travel and
trade agreements between Cambodia and Hong Kong,
following high-level meetings between Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet and Hong Kong Chief
Executive John Lee. Lee's visit to Cambodia was part of
a broader Southeast Asian tour, which also included
stops in Laos and Vietnam.

These actions underscore Cambodia’s strategic
balancing act as it navigates relationships with both
China and Japan, reflecting the broader geopolitical
competition in Southeast Asia (see AiR No. 32,
August/2024, 1).

During a meeting on August 5, Kihara expressed
interest in having Japanese Self-Defense Forces
participate in the upcoming Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam
(CLV) military exercises scheduled for the end of 2024.
The proposal was discussed with Cambodian Defense
Minister General Tea Seiha in Phnom Penh, as part of
ongoing efforts to strengthen defense cooperation
between Japan and Cambodia. The meeting also
focused on disaster relief training, peacekeeping
cooperation, and regional security issues, with both
nations agreeing to continue enhancing their military
ties. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Vietham strengthen
defense relations during high-level talks

(to) On August 9, Cambodia and Vietnam have
reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening defense
ties during a series of high-level meetings in Phnom
Penh. Vietnamese Deputy Defense Minister Senior
Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan Chien met with
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Cambodian Defense Minister General Tea Seiha as part
of the seventh Vietnam-Cambodia Defense Policy
Dialogue.

The discussions focused on enhancing bilateral
cooperation in defense, including the repatriation of
the remains of Vietnamese soldiers and experts who
lost their lives during the war in Cambodia. During the
Cambodian-Vietnamese War (1978-1979), Vietnam
overthrew the Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia,
leading to the current efforts to repatriate the remains
of Vietnamese soldiers and experts who died in the
conflict. Both sides agreed to continue supporting each
other's defense initiatives and expressed optimism
about the future of their strategic partnership, which
they view as vital for regional stability. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Turkey discuss potential
for direct flights

(to) On Augst 9, representatives from Turkish Airlines
visited Cambodia to explore the possibility of
establishing direct flights between Turkey and
Cambodia. This initiative, which could significantly
boost tourism, trade, and investment between the two
nations, follows discussions led by Cambodian Deputy
Prime Minister Sok Chanda Sophea during a meeting in
Istanbul earlier this year.

The Turkish delegation also conducted a site visit to
the under-construction Techno International Airport in
Kandal province, which is expected to enhance
Cambodia's air connectivity once completed. Both
sides expressed optimism about the potential for
direct flights to strengthen bilateral relations and make
travel more convenient for both tourists and business
travelers. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Turkiye strengthen
cooperation against online crime and
terrorism

(to) On August 9, Cambodia and Turkiye have agreed to
enhance their collaboration in combating online crime
and terrorism through a bilateral program focused on
capacity building and training. During a meeting at the
Ministry of Interior, Cambodian National Police Chief
General Sar Thet and Turkish Ambassador Ulku
Kocaefe discussed joint efforts to address these
transnational crimes.
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The partnership aims to provide specialized training
for officials in counterterrorism, anti-crime measures,
and the fight against online fraud, while also fostering
stronger bilateral ties based on mutual respect and
support in international forums. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Indonesia sign health
cooperation agreement

(to) On August 9, 2024, the Cambodian and Indonesian
Ministries of Health signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to enhance cooperation in the
health sector during the 16th ASEAN Health Ministers
Meeting in Vientiane, Laos. Cambodian Health Minister
Chheang Ra and his Indonesian counterpart Budi
Gunadi Sadikin formalized the agreement, which
focuses on promoting health services, improving public
health emergency responses, and advancing health
technology, including digital health and biomedical
innovations. The MOU also aims to strengthen the
resilience of health systems in both countries and
improve the overall well-being of their populations.
[Khmer Times]

Canada and Australia expand military
cooperation amid rising tensions with
China

(rl) Canada and Australia have announced plans to
strengthen their military and defense industry
cooperation. The decision comes as both nations
express alarm over Beijing's expansive maritime claims
and increasing military activities in the South China Sea
and around Taiwan.

Canadian Defence Minister Bill Blair highlighted the
challenges to security in the Indo-Pacific, accusing
China of attempting to reshape the international
system to suit its interests as security in the Indo-
Pacific region was being challenged "in a number of
significant and difficult ways".

During talks in Vancouver, Blair and his Australian
counterpart, Richard Marles, agreed on the need for
closer collaboration to maintain order and deter
conflict in the region. This includes enhancing the
interoperability of their armed forces and deepening
operational cooperation.

The announcement follows recent joint maritime
exercises involving the armed forces of the Philippines,
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Canada, the United States, and Australia in the South
China Sea on August 7. [CNA]

As part of their broader strategy, Canada and Australia
are also responding to China's growing military
presence by bolstering their own defense capabilities
and alliances, including new agreements such as
Australia's plan to co-manufacture guided weapons
with the United States starting next year. [CTV News]
[Reuters]

US expands ban on Chinese companies
over concerns of Uyghur forced labor

(rl) The United States has escalated its measures
against alleged human rights abuses in China by
banning imports from five additional Chinese
companies accused of using forced labor involving
Uyghur Muslims.

This move is part of Washington's broader effort to
remove products made with forced labor from the US
supply chain. The companies targeted include Hong
Kong-based Rare Earth Magnesium Technology Group
Holdings and its parent company, Century Sunshine
Group Holdings, both known for their magnesium
products, as well as a subsidiary of Zijin Mining Group
involved in nonferrous metal mining.

These companies have been added to the Uyghur
Forced Labor Prevention Act Entity List, which now
includes over 70 entities linked to products ranging
from cotton apparel to solar panels. [Homeland
Security]

US officials assert that Chinese authorities have set up
labor camps in Xinjiang for Uyghurs and other Muslim
minorities, accusations that Beijing denies, labeling
them as fabrications by anti-China forces.

This latest action underlines the ongoing tensions
between the U.S. and China over human rights issues
and the continued scrutiny of Chinese supply chains by
the U.S. government. [Reuters]

China imposes restrictions on fentanyl
chemicals

(rl) China has announced new controls on the
production of key chemicals used to manufacture
fentanyl, marking the first such action in six years. This
move comes in response to sustained pressure from
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the United States to curb the flow of the deadly
synthetic opioid, which has significantly contributed to
the opioid epidemic in the US.

The Biden administration revealed that China would
begin regulating three essential fentanyl precursor
chemicals starting in September. This development is
seen as a valuable step forward in the cooperative
efforts between the US and China to tackle the crisis,
following a recent meeting between senior officials
from both countries in Washington, where they
discussed ways to strengthen coordination on law
enforcement, disrupt the illicit financing of
transnational criminal organizations, and expedite the
scheduling of synthetic drugs and precursor chemicals
(see AIR No. 32, August/2024, 1).

The decision to implement these controls aligns with
an agreement reached during a summit between
President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping in
San Francisco in November 2023. This agreement
included the establishment of a working group
dedicated to addressing the fentanyl issue as part of
broader efforts to stabilize the often-contentious
relationship between the two nations (see AiR No. 47,
November/2023, 3).

Since 2019, when China first attempted to stem
fentanyl exports to the US, the focus shifted to
producing the precursor chemicals, which were then
sent to Mexican cartels to manufacture fentanyl for the
US market. The new regulations will specifically target
the chemicals 4-AP, 1-boc-4-AP, and Norfentanyl.

US officials have welcomed this move, emphasizing its
significance in the fight against the opioid epidemic,
which claimed nearly 75,000 American lives in 2023.
Fentanyl is currently the leading cause of death for
Americans aged 18 to 45.

The Biden administration is also urging Congress to
pass legislation that would classify fentanyl-related
substances as "Schedule I" drugs, which have no
accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse,
to enforce stricter penalties for their distribution and
possession.

The US-China collaboration on this issue signifies a
crucial step in addressing the opioid crisis, although
challenges remain in fully curbing the illicit production
and distribution of fentanyl. [Financial Times] [The Wall
Street Journal]
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China puts pressure on Taiwan with
public denunciations of independence
supporters

(rl) China has escalated its campaign against Taiwanese
independence by launching a new initiative that urges
the public to report on so-called "diehard
secessionists" in Taiwan.

The Chinese government has set up a website with a
list of ten current and former Taiwanese officials,
encouraging people to provide information about their
alleged "criminal activities." This move is part of
Beijing's strategy to intimidate and exert control over
Taiwan, a self-governing island that China views as a
breakaway province.

The list includes prominent figures such as Taiwan's
Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim and former Foreign
Minister Joseph Wu. The website also features legal
documents and statements from the Chinese
government, asserting the legal basis for these actions
and suggesting that those involved in Taiwan's
independence movement could face severe penalties,
including the death penalty. [The Guardian] [The
Pinnacle Gazette]

China's ruling Communist Party has long maintained
that Taiwan is an integral part of China and has not
ruled out using force to achieve unification. In June 21,
the Chinese government stated that it could potentially
impose sentences, including the death penalty for
“diehard supporters” of Taiwanese independence [See
AR No. 26, June/2024, 4].

In response, Taiwan's government has rejected
Beijing's claims and assured its citizens that Chinese
laws have no jurisdiction over Taiwan. The Mainland
Affairs Council of Taiwan has urged the public to
remain calm and not be intimidated by China's actions
[Mainland Affairs Council Republic of China, Taiwan, in
Mandarin].

Vietnam ramps up island-building efforts
in South China Sea amid tensions with
China

(rl) Vietnam has significantly ramped up its island-
building activities in the South China Sea, rapidly
transforming reefs and atolls into fortified military
outposts to counter increasing Chinese assertiveness
in the region. According to satellite imagery and
interviews with officials and analysts, Vietnam is on
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track to reclaim more than 1,000 acres of land this year
alone in the contested Spratly Islands, marking the
most extensive land reclamation effort by the country
to date.

This aggressive expansion follows China’s own
extensive island-building campaign from 2013 to 2015,
during which it constructed military bases equipped
with advanced missile systems and airstrips on
reclaimed land. In response, Vietnam has fortified its
existing outposts and constructed new facilities,
including potential airstrips and defensive structures.

Vietnam'’s activities have been largely kept out of the
public eye, with government officials often refraining
from discussing the land reclamation. However, in rare
interviews, Vietnamese officials have stated that these
efforts are crucial for national defense, aiming to
counter threats from afar. The island-building is part of
a broader strategy to strengthen Vietnam'’s position in
the disputed waters, where tensions have escalated,
particularly between China and the Philippines.

China has long sought to assert its dominance over the
South China Sea, a strategic and resource-rich area
claimed in part by several other nations, including
Vietnam. While an international tribunal ruling in 2016
that China’s claims have no legal basis, Beijing has
continued to bolster its presence in the region,
frequently harassing vessels from other claimant
nations. [Aljazeeral]

Vietnam's recent land reclamation efforts, particularly
on Barque Canada Reef, highlights the country’s
determination to defend its maritime claims. The reef
has doubled in size since November 2023 and is now
Vietnam'’s largest outpost in the Spratlys, potentially
capable of hosting large military and transport aircraft.
[The Maritime Executive]

The United States and other regional powers, including
Japan and Australia, have also strengthened ties with
Vietnam in response to China's growing assertiveness.
This includes increased military cooperation and
security assistance, with the US recently transferring
Coast Guard cutters and training aircraft to Vietnam.

While Vietnam'’s island-building campaign has not yet
drawn a direct response from China, security analysts
warn that the situation could escalate, especially if
tensions continue to rise in the Spratlys. Vietnam,
despite being outgunned at sea, is sending a clear
message of its resolve to defend its territorial claims.
[The Washington Post] [South China Morning Post]
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British Airways cancels Beijing flights due
to Russian airspace ban

(rl) British Airways (BA) has announced that it will
suspend its flights to Beijing, China from October 2024,
citing the continued impact of the Russian airspace
ban as a key factor. The ban, which has been in place
since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, forces
Western airlines to take longer routes, leading to
extended flight times and increased costs for fuel and
crew.

Chinese airlines, however, are still allowed to fly over
Russian airspace, providing them with a significant
commercial advantage. When BA resumed its Beijing
route last year following a pause during the COVID-19
pandemic, the airline highlighted it as one of their
most critical routes. Despite this, Nicholas Cadbury, the
CFO of BA's parent company IAG, recently mentioned
"weak demand" in China during an investor call,
contributing to the decision to suspend the Beijing
route until at least November 2025.

In addition to the Beijing suspension, BA is also cutting
one of its two daily flights to Hong Kong but will
maintain its operations to Shanghai. The slow recovery
of air traffic between Europe and China since the
pandemic has seen Chinese carriers dominate the
market. Virgin Atlantic has similarly announced plans
to cancel its Shanghai route from October due to the
complexities and challenges faced on that route. [BBC]
[Independent] [Proactive Investors]

Chinese air force jets threaten Philippine
patrol planes with flares

(jf) The Philippine military chief condemned what he
described as provocative actions by two Chinese air
force aircraft, which executed a dangerous maneuver
and released flares in the path of a Philippine air force
plane conducting a routine patrol over the South China
Sea on August 8 morning.

The Philippine air force NC-212i light transport plane
landed safely at Clark Air Base, north of Manila, with no
injuries reported, according to General Romeo
Brawner, who did not provide further details.

A senior Philippine security official told The Associated
Press that the Chinese jets flew at a "very close
distance" to the Philippine turbo-prop plane, putting
the pilots' lives at significant risk. Another security
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officer noted that at least eight flares were released by
the Chinese fighter jets.

In response, the Southern Theater Command of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army issued a statement
on August 10, claiming that the Philippine Air Force
aircraft had "illegally" entered the airspace above
Huangyan Island—China's name for Scarborough
Shoal—and disrupted their training exercises. [AP]

China and Russia discuss on “peaceful”
collaboration in outer space

(jf) China and Russia recently held talks in Moscow
focused on the "peaceful use of outer space," agreeing
to enhance cooperation in this sector. The meeting on
August 8 addressed issues such as "international legal
regulation" and ensuring the long-term sustainability
and safety of space activities, as well as the agenda of
the UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, according to the Russian foreign ministry.

The discussions resulted in an agreement to
strengthen coordination both bilaterally and on
specialized multilateral platforms. Ma Xinmin, director
general of the Chinese foreign ministry’s department
of treaty and law, represented China and discussed
"issues of common interest relating to the peaceful use
of outer space." This marked the first ministerial-level
consultation of its kind between the two nations.

At a prior meeting in February, China and Russia
emphasized the importance of continued cooperation
and joint efforts to prevent an arms race and the
weaponization of outer space, according to Moscow.

In addition to space collaboration, the two countries
are also pursuing closer cooperation in emerging
sectors such as artificial intelligence, critical materials,
and biosecurity, which could shape future geopolitical
dynamics.

Since the deterioration of ties with the West following
Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014, Moscow has
increasingly turned to China, which has ambitious
plans for its space program. Their cooperation includes
a commission on satellite navigation and a 2016 deal
on space technology intellectual property. [South
China Morning Post]

China’s foreign minister calls for
international community to support Gaza
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ceasefire

(jf) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has urged
countries to form a "joint force" to address the
escalating conflict in the Middle East, emphasizing
Beijing's steadfast support for Arab nations during
conversations with his counterparts in Jordan and

Egypt.

During a call with Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadi on August 6, Wang highlighted the necessity of a
"full and permanent" ceasefire in Gaza to prevent
further deterioration of the regional situation. He
emphasized that the "international community should
make a more consistent voice ... and form a joint
force," according to a readout from the Chinese
foreign ministry.

Wang expressed China's willingness to maintain
communication and coordination with Jordan, which is
considered a key player in the Middle East, to push for
the resumption of ceasefire negotiations. He reiterated
China's commitment to supporting Arab countries and
backing all efforts conducive to achieving a permanent
and comprehensive ceasefire in Gaza, avoiding further
escalation of conflicts, and promoting the easing of
tensions in the Middle East as soon as possible. [South
China Morning Post]

On August 6, Wang Yi spoke on the phone with Egypt's
Foreign Minister, Badr Abdelatty. Wang highlighted the
strong development of the strategic partnership
between China and Egypt, guided by the leadership of
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. He noted that Egypt plays a key
role in China's foreign policy and mentioned that
President el-Sisi's visit to China in May was a success,
setting the stage for future cooperation.

Wang emphasized the importance of implementing the
agreements reached by the two leaders to build a
China-Egypt community with shared goals. Abdelatty
pointed out that this year marks the 10th anniversary
of the China-Egypt strategic partnership, and
cooperation between the two nations is growing
positively. Egypt is eager to work with China to
strengthen relations and bring more benefits to both
countries.

The conversation also covered the Middle East
situation, focusing on the Gaza conflict, which has
created a severe humanitarian crisis. Wang noted that
despite a UN Security Council ceasefire resolution,
fighting continues. He condemned the assassination of
Hamas Politburo Chief Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran,
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stating it violates international principles and
complicates peace efforts.

China has proposed a three-step plan to address the
Gaza conflict: achieving a ceasefire, promoting
governance in Gaza by Palestinians, and implementing
a two-state solution. Wang affirmed China's
commitment to justice and cooperation with Arab
countries to prevent further escalation.

Abdelatty expressed concern over the Gaza situation
and the assassination of Haniyeh, warning it could lead
to regional war. He stressed that the Middle East
cannot handle more conflict and instability, and the
international community must work to prevent further
escalation. Egypt values China's role in promoting
peace and seeks to maintain close cooperation with
China to stabilize the region. [Xinhua Net] [CGTN]

Wang's meetings with his Jordanian and Egyptian
counterparts are indicative of China’s efforts to play a
peace broker in global politics.

China and Russia revive barter trade to
bypass US sanctions

(rl) China and Russia are reintroducing barter trade
agreements as a response to increasing difficulties in
international payments caused by US sanctions. These
sanctions have targeted Russian banks, prompting
major Chinese and Turkish banks to sever ties with
Russia, making traditional financial transactions
challenging.

The barter trade, common during Russia's "virtual
economy" period in the 1990s, is being reconsidered
as a method to circumvent these financial restrictions.
This system allows for the exchange of goods without
involving cash transactions, thus avoiding the
complications posed by U.S.-controlled SWIFT
sanctions and currency risks.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping discussed the reintroduction of
barter agreements during a summit in May 2024, with
the first such transaction expected as early as this
autumn [See AiR No. 21, May/2024, 3]. [Reuters]

This move also coincides with Russia's increasing
reliance on China as its largest trade partner, with
mutual trade rising to USD 136 billion in the first half of
2024.
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Despite these efforts, challenges remain, such as the
lack of a direct payment mechanism between Russia
and China's banking systems and difficulties in

maintaining liquidity in the Chinese yuan, now crucial
for Russia's economy. [Business Insider] [intellinews]

Chinese-American scholar convicted of
spying on dissidents for China

(rl) A federal jury in New York has convicted Shujun
Wang, a Chinese-American academic, for covertly
providing intelligence on pro-democracy activists to
China's Ministry of State Security (MSS). Wang, who
had portrayed himself as a critic of the Chinese
government, was revealed to have been secretly
collecting and sharing sensitive information on
dissidents, including those advocating for Hong Kong
democracy, Taiwanese independence, and the rights of
Uyghur and Tibetan communities. [Hong Kong Free
Press]

Prosecutors described Wang's actions as part of a long-
running scheme where he built trust within the
dissident community, only to betray them by relaying
their plans and activities back to the Chinese
government. Wang, 75, had lived a double life for over
a decade, using his status as a pro-democracy figure to
facilitate his espionage activities.

Wang was found guilty on charges including conspiring
to act as a foreign agent without notifying the US
Attorney General. He faces up to 25 years in prison,
with sentencing scheduled for January 9. Despite his
conviction, Wang's defense argued that he did not
cause any real harm and that his actions were not
under the direct control of Chinese authorities.

The case has heightened tensions between the US and
China, with the Chinese embassy in Washington
dismissing the charges as "slander" and part of a
broader narrative of "transnational repression"
fabricated by the US. The embassy further stated that
China respects the sovereignty of other nations and
does not interfere in their internal affairs. [Global
Times]

Wang's conviction shows the growing concern in the
U.S. over China's efforts to suppress dissent abroad, a
campaign often referred to as "transnational
repression." The case also highlights the broader issue
of how authoritarian regimes are using international
networks to monitor and intimidate their critics
beyond their borders. [NBC News] [Reuters]
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India arrests Bangladeshi’s fleeing
violence following ouster of Prime
Minister Hasina

(Im) India has taken steps to arrest nearly a dozen
Bangladeshi nationals who were attempting to cross
the border into West Bengal state to escape the violent
aftermath of the recent regime change in Bangladesh.
The ouster of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on August
5, after 15 years in power, has triggered widespread
political turmoil and violence, particularly targeting
minority communities such as Hindus, who have
traditionally supported Hasina's Awami League party.

According to India's Border Security Force (BSF),
several hundred more Bangladeshis are waiting in the
no-man’s land along the border, hoping for an
opportunity to cross into India. The BSF reported that
four additional Bangladeshis were turned away at the
border with Assam, highlighting the increased vigilance
and tension along the extensive 4,000-kilometer
border that largely remains unfenced.

The violence in Bangladesh has been severe, with
religious rights groups documenting over 200 attacks
on minority communities, including Hindus, Christians,
and Buddhists, in the days following Hasina's
resignation. These incidents have raised alarm both
within Bangladesh and in neighboring India. The
situation prompted India’s Home Minister Amit Shah to
establish a special committee tasked with monitoring
the safety and security of Indian nationals and minority
communities in Bangladesh.

The interim government in Bangladesh, now led by
Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, has acknowledged
the severity of the attacks. In its first official statement,
the new administration expressed "grave concern”
over the violence and committed to finding ways to
resolve the situation and protect minority
communities. [Voice of America]

Bangladesh, India border guards flag meeting held to
prevent illegal infiltration at Kurgram border

Against this backdrop, a flag meeting between the
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and India's BSF was
held at the Sonahat border in Kurigram to address
concerns about illegal infiltration and maintain border
security. The meeting, led by BGB Commander Lt Col
Muhammad Masudur Rahman and BSF Commandants
Shri Sunil Saibam, Shri Ajay Kumar Singh, and Shri Ajit
Kumar, focused on preventing potential infiltrations
from the Hindu community into India amidst
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Bangladesh's political situation. Both sides also
discussed border shootings and killings, reaffirming
their commitment to maintaining friendly relations.
[The Daily Star]

India's External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar concludes crucial visit to
Maldives

(sa) India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
concluded a crucial three-day visit to the Maldives on
August 11, amidst heightened geopolitical tensions and
a shift in the Maldives' foreign policy under President
Mohamed Muizzu. This visit, the first high-level trip
from India since Muizzu's administration began in
November 2023, aimed to reaffirm the importance of
the India-Maldives relationship.

During the visit, Jaishankar met with President Muizzu,
Foreign Minister Moosa Zameer, Defence Minister
Ghassan Maumoon, and other key officials.
Discussions centered on strengthening bilateral ties,
with a focus on cooperation in development, defense,
and economic sectors. Jaishankar extended Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's greetings to President
Muizzu, who acknowledged India's ongoing
developmental assistance and expressed a
commitment to furthering the India-Maldives
relationship.

A notable aspect of the visit was the inauguration of
several key projects funded by India, including a water
and sewerage network in 28 Maldivian islands, and the
Addu Reclamation and Shore Protection Project along
with the Addu Detour Link Bridge. Jaishankar also
visited the Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP)
site, which aims to enhance infrastructure connectivity
between Male and neighboring islands.

The visit highlighted India's continued role as a major
partner in maintaining peace and stability in the Indian
Ocean region, despite recent challenges. The Maldives'
shift towards stronger ties with China under President
Muizzu had previously strained relations, exemplified
by demands for the withdrawal of Indian military
personnel from aviation platforms gifted to the
Maldives. Jaishankar's discussions included
reassurances of India's support and cooperation in
various sectors, including defense and economic
development.

Additionally, Jaishankar met with a delegation from the
main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), led
by President Abdulla Shahid, who criticized the current
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government's anti-India stance for harming the
Maldives' international standing.

The visit also saw the exchange of Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) on capacity building for
Maldivian civil servants and the introduction of Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) in the Maldives. Several High
Impact Community Development Projects (HICDPs) in
areas such as mental health, special education, and
street lighting were inaugurated, reinforcing India's
commitment to the social and infrastructural
development of the Maldives. [The Hindu] [Business
Standard] [South China Morning Post]

69 Indians still serving in Russian army
amid war in Ukraine

(Im) India's Foreign Minister, S Jaishankar, informed
Parliament that 69 Indian nationals are still serving in
the Russian army amid the ongoing war in Ukraine.
Out of 91 Indians who were recruited into the Russian
military, eight have died, and 14 have been discharged
or returned to India with assistance.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi raised the issue of
these Indian nationals with Russian President Vladimir
Putin during a visit to Moscow last month. The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in India arrested four
individuals in May on charges of trafficking Indian
nationals for combat roles in the Russian armed
forces. [Anadolu Ajansi]

India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri's
completes familiarization visit to Nepal

(iz/Im) India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
completed a two-day introductory visit to Nepal, where
he held high-level meetings with key Nepalese leaders
to strengthen bilateral relations and discuss
cooperation in various sectors. This visit was part of
Misri's familiarization tour following his recent
appointment as India's Foreign Secretary.

During his 32-hour stay, Misri met with several top
Nepali leaders, including President Ramchandra
Paudel, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, Deputy Prime
Ministers Prakash Man Singh and Bishnu Paudel,
Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak, and Foreign Minister
Arzu Rana.

Key issues raised included the finalization of the
Pancheshwar Multipurpose Project, air connectivity,
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and the construction of bridges over the Mahakali
River. Misri assured Nepali leaders that India was
committed to working closely on these matters.

Misri also engaged with Nepali Congress President
Sher Bahadur Deuba and opposition leader Pushpa
Kamal Dahal, discussing ongoing cooperation,
including India’'s agreement to import 10,000 MW of
hydroelectricity from Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Indonesia prepares 15 TNI medical
personnel for Gaza humanitarian mission

(si) On August 7, Major General Ujang Darwis
announced that the Indonesian government has
prepared 15 medical personnel from the Indonesian
Defense Forces (TNI) for a humanitarian mission to the
Gaza Strip. This group is part of a larger team of 25,
who will initially be deployed to a floating hospital in El
Arish, Egypt, before moving to Rafah to aid the
Palestinian people.

Darwis stated that after the first 15 personnel arrive at
the field hospital in Rafah, another 15 will replace them
at the El Arish hospital. The first group is scheduled to
depart on August 9. In total, 40 health personnel,
including four women officers from all TNI branches,
will participate in this mission.

Darwis noted that the El Arish floating hospital serves
as a staging point for medical staff heading to Gaza
and offers complete facilities, including laundry, a gym,
and a volleyball court. The personnel underwent five
days of pre-departure training at the TNI's
Peacekeeping Mission Center (PMPP) in Bogor, West
Java. [Antara]

Australia unveils 5-year plan to support
Indonesia

(si) Australia launched a new five-year Development
Partnership Plan (DPP) with Indonesia on August 8,
designed to support Indonesia's development goals
and strengthen bilateral ties. The plan focuses on
equitable economic transformation, climate resilience,
and robust institutions. A key element is the Australia-
Indonesia Climate and Infrastructure Partnership,
which will fund climate-resilient infrastructure projects,
alongside an expanded health program addressing
security and nutrition.
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Australian Ambassador to Indonesia Penny Williams
emphasized that the DPP aligns with Indonesia's
development priorities and is adaptable to emerging
challenges. The plan reflects Australia's commitment to
sustainable and inclusive development, building on the
cooperation discussed during Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese's 2022 visit to Jakarta. It
also highlights contributions from Indonesian NGOs
and development stakeholders in its preparation.
[Tempo]

Jokowi welcomes ten new ambassadors to
strengthen trade and diplomacy

(si) President Joko Widodo has received credentials
from ten newly appointed ambassadors at the
Merdeka Palace on August 8. The ambassadors
represented Brunei Darussalam, Cuba, Tunisia, Russia,
Bulgaria, Papua New Guinea, the United States,
Lithuania, North Macedonia, and Slovenia.

Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi highlighted that seven
of these countries have trade with Indonesia exceeding
USD 100 million. She emphasized ongoing negotiations
with the U.S. on the Critical Minerals Arrangement and
the extension of the Generalized System of
Preferences, as well as efforts to finalize the Indonesia-
Eurasian Economic Union Free Trade Agreement (I-
EAEU FTA) and the Indonesia-EU Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

Retno also announced plans to host business forums
and trade exhibitions to deepen economic relations,
including the Indonesia-Latin America and the
Caribbean Business Forum in Peru and the Indonesia-
Europe Business Forum in Jakarta. She noted the
significance of Indonesia's diplomatic anniversaries
with Brunei, the United States, and Russia this year,
and highlighted the importance of strengthening ties
with Papua New Guinea, a key Pacific neighbor.
[akartaGlobe]

Taiwanese company seeks to become first
foreign company to launch a rocket from
Japan

(rl) Taiwanese space launch company TiSpace is poised
to become the first foreign enterprise to launch a
rocket from Japan. This move aligns with Japan's
strategy to invest USD 26 billion in its space agency
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over the next decade, aiming to create a regional space
hub for Asian nations. [EY]

TiSpace, founded in 2016 by current and former
officials from Taiwan's space agency, has not yet
successfully launched a rocket. Its most recent
attempt, in collaboration with the Australian company
AtSpace in 2022, failed due to a fuel issue. The
upcoming launch in Japan involves a different rocket
design.

Despite some opposition in Japan regarding contracts
with foreign businesses for space activities, TiSpace
Chairman Yen-sen Chen believes the planned launch
will present a strong case for government approval.
The company is awaiting one final approval before
setting a launch date, potentially as early as 2025. The
launch will feature a sounding rocket, which can reach
space but not orbit. [The Japan Times]

Some experts suggest China might oppose the launch
of a Taiwanese rocket from Japan due to its claim over
Taiwan. However, Chen reported no concerns from
China so far. A representative from China's foreign
ministry indicated they lacked detailed information
about the launch.

Japan's Cabinet Office stated that economic and
research activities are allowed under existing laws and
regulations. The launch has garnered support from
Japanese space businesses, particularly in Taiki, the
rural town hosting the event.

Japan aims for its private space industry to be worth
over USD 50 billion by the early 2030s, including up to
30 rocket launches annually. Negotiations are also
underway for a space technology agreement with the
United States, which could facilitate American private
rocket launches in Japan. [VOA]

Japan deploys autonomous vessels to
counter China's maritime presence

(rl) Japan is improving its maritime defense strategy in
response to China's assertive actions in the East China
Sea by deploying Uncrewed Surface Vessels (USVs).
This move marks a significant shift in Japan's defense
approach and strengthens its cooperation with the
United States. The Japanese Maritime Self-Defense
Force (JMSDF) is prioritizing the implementation of
these advanced vessels to improve intelligence,
surveillance, and combat support capabilities around
the strategically critical Senkaku Islands.
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The decision comes as China’s maritime activities in
the region have intensified, with Chinese vessels
recently entering Japanese waters for record durations.

Japan's 2024 defense white paper outlines the
importance of USVs, highlighting their cost-
effectiveness, safety, and potential to operate
autonomously. [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

These vessels are expected to play a crucial role in
countering potential blockades and enhancing Japan's
maritime domain awareness, particularly in contested
areas such as the South China Sea and the Taiwan
Strait.

The deployment of USVs is also seen as a move to
address the numerical disadvantage Japan faces
against China's growing naval fleet. By integrating
these unmanned vessels with manned ships, Japan
aims to create more robust and versatile naval task
forces capable of responding to various threats. [Asia
Times]

Indonesia and Japan amend trade pact to
strengthen bilateral trade

(rl) August 8, Indonesia and Japan have agreed to
amendments in their economic partnership agreement
aimed at reducing trade barriers and enhancing
bilateral trade. The updated Indonesia-Japan Economic
Partnership Agreement (IJEPA) includes provisions for
Japan to lower import tariffs on 112 Indonesian
products, such as fishery items, fruit, food, and
beverages. In return, Indonesia will improve market
access for 25 Japanese products, including stainless
steel and automotive goods. [Fresh Plaza]

The revised agreement, which is expected to be
ratified by next year, is projected to significantly boost
Indonesia's exports to Japan, with estimates suggesting
a rise from USD 20.8 billion in 2023 to USD 35.9 billion
by 2028. Additionally, the new pact will extend the
employment terms for Indonesian nurses and
caregivers in Japan and may further liberalize the
movement of workers in other professions. [Reuters]

Japan and Costa Rica strengthen ties

(rl) On August 8, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa met with Costa Rica’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Worship, Arnoldo André Tinoco, during his
visit to Japan.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-ttj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-ttt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-ttt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-tti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-ttd/

The 35-minute meeting underscored the strong and
long-standing relationship between the two nations as
they approach the 90th anniversary of their diplomatic
relations next year. Kamikawa emphasized the growing
importance of their cooperation, particularly in the
face of challenges to the international order based on
the rule of law.

Tinoco reiterated Costa Rica’'s commitment to
deepening its ties with Japan, especially as they mark
the 50th anniversary of Japanese Cooperation through
JICA in Costa Rica this year.

The ministers discussed collaboration under Japan’s
"Diplomatic Initiative toward Latin America and the
Caribbean," focusing on key areas such as Women,
Peace and Security (WPS), maritime and environmental
issues, and nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation. Minister Kamikawa expressed her
gratitude for Minister André's participation in the
Peace Memorial Ceremony in Hiroshima. They agreed
to work closely to strengthen relations between Japan
and Central America, particularly with Costa Rica set to
chair the Central American Integration System (SICA) in
early 2025. [SICA]

They further exchanged views on the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP), which Costa Rica calls for support
from Japan and Vietnam. [Central Law]

Costa Rica's Minister of Foreign Trade, Manuel TOVAR,
also attended the meeting and noted Costa Rica’s
upcoming role as Chair of the OECD Ministerial Council
Meeting, where it will focus on critical issues such as
artificial intelligence.

The ministers reaffirmed their shared commitment to
upholding a free and open international order based
on the rule of law and stressed the importance of
cooperation among like-minded nations, particularly in
economic and digital sectors. They agreed to continue
working closely as they approach the significant
milestone of their 90th anniversary of diplomatic
relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

Japan and Tajikistan sign Memorandum of
Cooperation on foreign skilled workers

(rl) On August 8, Japan and Tajikistan signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation in Dushanbe to
establish a Basic Framework for Information
Partnership concerning the proper operation of the
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system for Foreign Human Resources with the Status
of Residence of "Specified Skilled Worker."

The purpose of this Memorandum of Cooperation is to
create a basic framework for information sharing and
consultations to ensure the smooth and proper
dispatch and acceptance of Tajik specified skilled
workers in Japan. It aims to eliminate malicious
intermediary organizations and address any issues
faced by Tajik skilled workers residing in Japan.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, in
collaboration with relevant Japanese ministries and
agencies, intends to strengthen mutual benefits for
both countries by ensuring the proper operation of
this system through continued cooperation. [Embassy
of the Republic of Tajikistan in Japan] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan]

Japan's J-Power partners with Australian
firms on carbon capture initiative

(rl) August 7, Japan's Electric Power Development Co.
Ltd. (J-Power) has announced a strategic partnership
with Australian carbon capture and storage developers
deepC Store and Azuli Energy. This collaboration,
formalized through a joint study agreement, focuses
on capturing and storing carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions from Japan, Australia, and neighboring
regions. [J-Power]

The Australian companies have been awarded
greenhouse gas assessment permits in the Bonaparte
and Browse Basins, located off Australia's northwest
coast. The partnership aims to commercialize a large-
scale carbon capture project, potentially storing up to 1
billion metric tons of CO2 in these locations.

The project aims to capture liquefied CO2 from various
sites in Japan, Australia, and surrounding regions. The
captured CO2 will be transported to floating storage
and injection facilities in Australian waters, establishing
a complete CCS value chain that encompasses capture,
transportation, and storage.

Australia views CCS technology as a key component of
its strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The
country plans to leverage CCS to decarbonize its
industries while simultaneously expanding its liquefied
natural gas (LNG) production. This expansion is
designed to meet the growing demand from major
international buyers, such as Japan and South Korea,
who rely on Australia’s LNG for their energy needs.
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J-Power is set to become a joint venture participant in
these greenhouse gas acreages, making a cash
contribution to the joint study and securing rights to a
stake in the venture. [The Electricity Hub] [Reuters]

Laos, Japan discuss trade and industrial
cooperation

(ma) On August 8, Lao Minister of Industry and
Commerce Malaythong Kommasith met with newly
appointed Japanese Ambassador to Laos Koizumi
Tsutomu to discuss enhancing trade and industrial
cooperation.

Malaythong highlighted Japan's ongoing support,
including providing annual training on intellectual
property rights and sending staff from the Intellectual
Property Department to Japan for training.

Koizumi reaffirmed Japan's commitment to
strengthening economic ties, including a contribution
of USD 3 million towards the preliminary feasibility
study and design of an industrial zone in Vientiane.
[Laos News Agency]

Malaysia, Brunei to strengthen relations

(dqgl) Malaysia and Brunei have committed to
strengthening their partnership and exploring new
areas of cooperation to benefit their citizens.

This pledge was made during Malaysian Foreign
Minister Mohamad Hasan's visit Brunei on August 11-
12 for the 25th Meeting of the Implementation of the
Exchange of Letters (EOL-25) between the two nations.
During the visit, Mohamad met with Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah and discussed bilateral, regional, and
international matters.

Both countries reaffirmed their commitment to
deepening their relationship and exploring new
collaborative opportunities. Mohamad and Brunei's
Foreign Minister Erywan Mohd Yusof co-chaired the
EOL-25 meeting, reviewing progress and discussing
future partnerships.

Additionally, Malaysia and Brunei emphasized the
importance of ASEAN unity for regional peace and
prosperity, with Brunei supporting Malaysia's ASEAN
Chairmanship efforts for the upcoming year. [The Star]
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Malaysia to purchase Kuwaiti fighter jets

(dqgl) Malaysia is actively negotiating with Kuwait to
acquire its F/A-18 Hornet fighter jets, as confirmed by
Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin speaking
with reporters. He added that Malaysia is awaiting
Kuwait's response and considers the Kuwaiti Hornets
highly suitable for its needs. Discussions are ongoing
with relevant parties.

Khaled also indicated that finalizing the procurement is
complex and may take time. Previous reports
confirmed that talks between the two countries are
advanced, with discussions involving the Kuwaiti
ambassador to Malaysia, Rashed Mohammed Rashed
Alsaleh.

The Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) currently
operates eight Boeing F/A-18D Hornets, which have
been in service for over 25 years and recently
underwent an upgrade. Deputy Defence Minister Adly
Zahari noted that the decision to acquire the Kuwaiti
F/A-18s will depend on a technical assessment report
from the RMAF. [New Straits Times]

Mongolia and Japan reach agreement on
defense equipment cooperation

(to) Japan and Mongolia have entered the final phase
of coordination on a basic agreement for defense
equipment and cooperation in technology. Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and Mongolian President
Ukhnaa Khurelsukh are expected to confirm the deal
during President Khurelsukh's visit to Japan later this
month, with an official signing anticipated in the
autumn.

The agreement aims to enhance Mongolia's national
security capabilities and reduce its reliance on China
and Russia by enabling the export of Japanese defense
equipment and technologies. At a November 2022
summit, Kishida and Khurelsukh agreed to enhance
political and security cooperation by promoting
defense-related transfers, outlining a 2031 action plan
that includes creating a legal framework for these
transfers. This cooperation aligns with Mongolia's
"Third Neighbor" policy to diversify Mongolia's
international relations.

Japan aims to enhance Mongolia's national security
capabilities and reduce its reliance on China and
Russia to promote regional stability and strengthen
bilateral ties. In contrast, Japan is adding Mongolia to
its Official Security Assistance (OSA) program, which


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-tih/

provides help to developing nations with supplies, civil
engineering and other assistance. [Asia News Network]
[apan Times] [Nikkei Asia]

Japanese Prime Minister cancels visit to
Mongolia due to earthquake advisory

(to) On August 9, 2024, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida has canceled his planned visit to Mongolia,
originally scheduled for August 11-12, due to an
advisory warning of a potential massive earthquake in
Japan. During his visit, Kishida was scheduled to hold
official talks with Mongolian Prime Minister
Luvsannamsrai Oyun-Erdene and pay courtesy calls on
President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa and Parliament
Chairman Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve. The discussions
were to focus on strengthening the strategic
partnership between Mongolia and Japan, particularly
within the framework of Mongolia’s "third neighbor"
foreign policy and ensuring the implementation of
their 2022-2031 action plan. However, due to the
heightened earthquake risk following a recent 7.1
magnitude quake, Kishida decided to remain in Japan
to oversee crisis management. [Aki Press] [Bangkok
Post]

Mongolia and Bulgaria discuss
strengthening economic relations

(to) On August 8, Deputy Minister of Economy and
Industry of Bulgaria Nikolay Pavlov and Mongolian
Ambassador Sayanaa Lkhagvasuren met in Sofia to
discuss enhancing bilateral economic relations.
Despite good political relations, trade between the two
countries has not reached its full potential, with
Bulgarian exports to Mongolia totaling USD 1.7 million
from January to May 2024, a 6.6 percent decrease from
last year.

Pavlov emphasized the need for liberalizing Mongolia’s
foreign trade regime to boost Bulgarian exports. The
meeting highlighted the positive impact of the May
2023 license agreement between Bulgaria's LB
Bulgaricum and Mongolia’s Apu Dairy and underscored
Bulgaria's commitment to strengthening EU-Mongolia
ties. [Aki Press]

Thailand to help with election plan in
Myanmar
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(tl) Thailand has pledged to support the Myanmar
military regime in conducting the planned poll and
population count. Thailand Ambassador to Myanmar
Mongkol Visitstump met with the chair of the junta's
election commission U Ko Ko, and called on the junta's
immigration and population minister, Myint Kyaing, to
help with the planned poll.

The census will be used to compile voter lists for an
election next year. The election plan entails regime’s
chief Gen. Min Aung Hlaing handing power back to the
military-dominated National Defense and Security
Council (NDSC) after the current state of emergency
expires in January 2024.

Observers doubt the regime can conduct the census,
given the loss of over 70 towns and administrative
control over large swathes of the country. Western
nations and domestic opposition groups of the military
regime have denounced the poll proposal as a scam
designed to solidify the military's control over a
democratically elected administration. [Myanmar Now]
[Development Media Group][Myanmar Digital News]

Myanmar workers in Thailand face new
rule on paying income tax to Junta
government

(tl) The Myanmar military junta has introduced a new
policy requiring the estimated 250,000 Myanmar
migrant workers in Thailand to pay a quarter of their
salary, or at least THB 6,000 (USD 170), through
Myanmar state-owned banks over a three-month
period before they can apply to renew their residence
documents in Thailand.

Workers must renew their permits every four years at
offices in Myawaddy or Kawthaung, Myanmar towns
near the Thai-Myanmar border.

Many Myanmar workers in Thailand fled a military
crackdown on protests following the 2021 coup and,
more recently, from conscription imposed by a new
draft law. Labor rights organizations suggest that
negotiating with the Thai government to provide a
single work permit issued by Thai authorities could
significantly ease the situation for the millions of
Myanmar migrant workers in Thailand. [Radio Free
Asia][BenarNews]
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Chinese Embassy in Yangon urges citizen
in northern Shan State of Myanmar to
move immediately

(tl) The Chinese Embassy in Myanmar has advised
Chinese nationals in conflict-affected areas of northern
Shan State to relocate to safer locations as soon as
possible. The embassy highlighted that security risks
remain high, particularly in Lashio. It urged all Chinese
nationals in northern Shan to enhance their security
measures, avoid conflict zones, and consider returning
home.

Since Operation 1027 began in October last year, the
Brotherhood Alliance—comprising the Arakan Army
(AA), Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, and
Ta'ang National Liberation Army—has taken control of
various districts in northern Shan State. On August 6,
the Brotherhood Alliance called on the Chinese
government to prevent the military regime from
bombing civilian targets in areas under their control in
northern Shan and Rakhine States. [The Star] [The
Irrawaddy 1][The Irrawaddy 2]

Chinese special envoy Deng Xijun arrived in Naypyitaw
last week following the junta’s loss of its Northeastern
Command to anti-regime ethnic armed groups in
Lashio township. Scheduled China-brokered peace
talks between the military junta and the Brotherhood
Alliance were postponed due to ongoing fighting in
Shan State, Mandalay Region, and Rakhine State.

China has advised junta commander Min Aung Hlaing
to engage in talks with ethnic minority leaders and the
imprisoned State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
to hold elections based on the outcomes of these
discussions. Min Aung Hlaing previously rejected this
advice, stating he would only discuss matters with
ethnic armed organizations party to the 2015
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA). [The
Irrawaddy 3] [Barrons]

New Chinese ambassador to Myanmar

(tl) The Myanmar military regime has accepted China's
nomination of Ma Jia as the new ambassador to
Myanmar, succeeding Chen Hai, who completed his
tenure last month.

Ma Jia, 56, is familiar with Myanmar, having served as
third secretary at the Chinese Embassy in Yangon from
1995 to 1998 during the rule of Than Shwe. Before her
appointment as ambassador, she was the minister
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counselor and minister at the Chinese Embassy in
India. Ma Jia has also held diplomatic posts in Pakistan,
Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, and the UK.

As the new ambassador, Ma Jia faces the challenge of
mediating talks between the regime and the
Brotherhood Alliance, which includes the Arakan Army
(AA), Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA), and Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA).

A China-mediated ceasefire between the junta and the
alliance collapsed in late June, leading to intensified
clashes and the capture of the Myanmar military’s
North Eastern Command in Lashio by the MNDAA. The
TNLA has been fighting the regime on the border of
northern Shan State and Mandalay Region, while the
AA has taken control of half of Rakhine State, where
China has significant interests, including access to the
Indian Ocean.

China has been urging Min Aung Hlaing to engage in
talks with opposition forces, as Myanmar’s border
trade with China has been halted since the
Brotherhood Alliance launched a large-scale offensive
in late October. Min Aung Hlaing has indirectly accused
China of supporting the offensive, citing the use of
China-made drones by anti-regime groups and the
involvement of "foreign experts." He also mentioned
that ordnance factories in areas controlled by ethnic
armed organizations on the China-Myanmar border
were supplying weapons to these groups. Despite
international condemnation of the junta's actions,
China has continued to provide arms and diplomatic
support to Min Aung Hlaing's regime. [The Irrawaddy]
[BBC Burmese]

Thirty-four Rohingya refugees’ bodies
recovered by Bangladesh authorities

(tl) According to a senior local government official in
Bangladesh, the bodies of 34 Rohingya refugees who
fled war-torn Myanmar have been recovered near the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border. The refugees drowned
when their overcrowded boat capsized while
attempting to cross the Naf River into Bangladesh. The
group had left their communities in Myanmar’s
Rakhine State, and their boat overturned near
Shahpari Island in Bangladesh.

Adnan Chowdhury, the government administrator of
Bangladesh’s Teknaf border town, confirmed that the
boat was carrying Muslim Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar. Chowdhury also mentioned that political
turmoil in Bangladesh, including student-led
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demonstrations that forced the prime minister to
resign this week, delayed the retrieval of the bodies.

In recent weeks, at least 1,000 Rohingya have fled the
conflict in Myanmar's Rakhine State to Bangladesh. The
Arakan Army (AA) has been engaged in fierce battles
with Myanmar junta forces in Rakhine since an attack
in November, which ended a ceasefire that had largely
held since the military coup in 2021. [VOA Burmese]
[Dawn] [Barrons]

United States deputy secretary of state to
visit Nepal

(Im) Deputy Secretary of State for Management and
Resources Richard R Verma is scheduled to visit
Kathmandu in mid-August, making him the highest-
ranking United States official to visit Nepal since the Oli
government took office. While the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has not provided details of his visit, it is
expected that Verma might meet with senior
government officials.

Verma gained attention earlier this year when he
testified before the US House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee, denying claims that the US government
funded efforts to promote atheism in Nepal. He
clarified that the US would not authorize grants to
promote any religion or non-religion. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

MCC's sector operations director Mitchell arrives in
Kathmandu

In related developments, Kevin Mitchell, the managing
director of sector operations at the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC), arrived in Nepal on
August 12 for a week-long visit to support the progress
of the MCC-Nepal Compact. Mitchell will be meeting
with MCA Nepal and government officials to oversee
the implementation of the compact. The MCC-Nepal
Compact involves the construction of a 315-km 400kV
transmission line and the upgrade of a section of the
East-West Highway, with USD 500 million funded by
the MCC and approximately USD 197 million by the
Nepal government. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal, Oman agree to promote
cooperation across key sectors in first
bilateral consultations
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(iz) Nepal and Oman have agreed to enhance
cooperation across various sectors following the first
bilateral consultations held in Muscat. Officials from
both countries discussed strengthening ties through
high-level visits, trade, investment, economic
cooperation, agriculture, energy, and tourism. They
expressed a commitment to deepening partnerships in
mutually beneficial areas and fostering people-to-
people engagement.

Nepal's Foreign Secretary, Sewa Lamsal, thanked
Oman for employing over 21,000 Nepalis and
emphasized exploring further economic, cultural, and
educational collaborations. She proposed establishing
partnerships in the private sector and encouraged
Omani investment in Nepal, particularly in
hydropower, tourism, and green hydrogen sectors. She
also suggested Oman consider opening an embassy in
Kathmandu to strengthen relations.

Omani Undersecretary Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Issa
Alharthy expressed a desire to promote cooperation in
agreed sectors and stressed the importance of
realizing the potential benefits of the bilateral
relationship. Both sides emphasized the importance of
maintaining regular high-level exchanges. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Embassy urges Nepalis in UAE to show
decent behavior

(Im) The Nepali Embassy in Abu Dhabi has issued a
notice urging Nepalis residing in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) to maintain decent behavior and refrain
from engaging in disputes, especially when under the
influence of alcohol. The embassy highlighted concerns
raised by UAE authorities regarding an increasing
trend of Nepalis causing disturbances while
intoxicated. Additionally, there have been reports of
unruly behavior, including abusive language towards
security personnel outside the embassy premises. The
embassy has urged all Nepalis in the UAE to fully
adhere to the country's laws, regulations, and values.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepalis being increasingly denied
Australia study visas

(Im) The Australian government's recent tightening of
educational policies has significantly affected Nepali
students aspiring to study there. The visa rejection rate
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for Nepali students has increased sharply, with the
number of visas granted dropping from 23,000 last
year to 11,000 this year. This decline has been more
pronounced in vocational education and training (VET)
courses, where only 26 visas were issued this year
compared to 1,056 last year. The stricter immigration
rules, higher visa application fees (now AUD 1,600 or
approximately USD 1,073), and rising costs of living
and education in Australia have contributed to the
decline.

Nepali students are increasingly considering
alternative study destinations, as the investment
required for studying in Australia has become a
significant burden. Despite these challenges, the visa
approval rate for spouses of students has not seen as
drastic a decline. [The Kathmandu Post]

South Korean ruling party accuses North
Korea of stealing surveillance aircraft
data

(dqgl) According to South Korea's ruling People Power
Party (PPP), North Korean cybercriminals have stolen
technical data related to South Korea's military
reconnaissance aircraft, specifically the Baekdu and
Geumgang spy planes. These aircraft are vital for
monitoring North Korea. The PPP also confirmed a
separate leak of critical technology related to South
Korea's K2 Black Panther main battle tank, though
North Korea was not linked to this incident.

These incidents are part of a series of recent high-
profile breaches that have raised concerns about
South Korea's cybersecurity defenses. In April, North
Korean operatives infiltrated the networks of at least
ten South Korean defense manufacturers, and a
civilian employee leaked a classified list of military
intelligence agents, allegedly to North Korea.

The cyberattacks highlight significant security risks,
given that these reconnaissance aircraft systems play
an important role in communications and radar
detection, with recent upgrades enhancing their
effectiveness. Military analysts have called for stronger
legal and institutional safeguards to protect South
Korea's advanced military technologies from
espionage, including the establishment of a specialized
counterintelligence agency.

In response, the PPP urged the enactment of a Basic
Cybersecurity Law and amendments to expand
espionage laws to cover "foreign entities."
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Although legislation to enhance cybersecurity has been
introduced, progress has stalled due to disagreements
over which agencies should oversee these efforts. The
National Intelligence Service (NIS) plans to push its
version of the legislation forward in the National
Assembly. [NK News]

North Korea continues to send trash
ballons directed against South Korea

(dqgl) According to South Korea's military, North Korea
has again flown balloons, likely carrying trash, toward
the South. The balloons, carried by the wind, were
expected to reach areas north of Seoul. Authorities in
Seoul and Gyeonggi province have issued alerts, urging
citizens to report any sightings.

Earlier last month, a North Korean balloon carrying
trash landed on the South Korean presidential
compound, raising concerns about the security of key
facilities. In response, South Korea activated front-line
loudspeakers to broadcast propaganda and K-pop
songs, which North Korea reportedly despises for their
potential to demoralize its troops (see AiR No. 31,
July/2024, 5).

The escalating tit-for-tat psychological warfare is
further straining relations between the two Koreas,
already tense due to North Korea's advancing nuclear
weapons program and threats of nuclear conflict. [AP]

North Korean defects to South Korea
through neutral water

(ac) On August 8, a North Korean defector entered
South Korea through the neutral zone of the Han River
estuary, located west of the inter-Korean land border,
and arrived in the western port city of Incheon.

Defense Minister Shin Won-Sik confirmed that relevant
authorities are currently investigating the incident.
[Yonhap News Agency]

Fatal North Korea missile in Ukraine

(dgl) Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky has
claimed that Russia used North Korean missiles in an
overnight attack on Kyiv, a development the Ukrainian
air force labeled as a "serious threat."
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Moscow launched ballistic missiles and "several
dozens" of explosive drones at the capital, with Kyiv's
suburbs bearing the brunt. Ukrainian authorities
confirmed that all drones were intercepted, but a
father and his 4-year-old son were killed.

Ukraine's air force identified four North Korean KN-23
ballistic missiles and 57 drones in the attack, of which
all but four drones were intercepted.

Reports of North Korean missile use in attacks on
Ukraine have emerged for months, reflecting
Pyongyang's growing ties with Moscow, which is
seeking to replenish its arsenal. While North Korea
denies supplying weapons to Russia, evidence suggests
otherwise. Since late December, Russia has fired over
20 North Korean Hwasong-11 missiles, similar to
Russia's Iskander-M, resulting in significant civilian
casualties.

Questions remain about the accuracy and
effectiveness of these North Korean missiles, with
many failing to reach their targets or exploding mid-air.
Despite international sanctions, Pyongyang continues
to advance its missile programs. Experts believe the
use of North Korean weapons in Ukraine offers
valuable insights into their capabilities and the
effectiveness of Western air defenses. [Newsweek]

US stages live-fire drill near the North
Korean border

(ac) From August 5 to 9, the US armored units staged
live-fire drills exercise near the border of North Korea
to demonstrate readiness and capability to deploy
weaponry and supports form the US mainland. The US
army was originally based in Texas, USA and were
deployed in July to South Korea for the drill exercise.

The drill was held in Pocheon, involving M1A2 Abrams
tanks, M109-A6 howitzers and M2A3 Bradley Fighting
Vehicles, and troops personal from the battalion within

the 15t Armored Division. The drill exercise drill was a
demonstration of support and readiness between the
US and South Korea. [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea and Russia agree to
cooperate on health

(ac) North Korea and Russia have reportedly signed an
agreement to collaborate on healthcare, medical
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education, and scientific research.

The deal focuses on areas such as child health and
combating infectious diseases, including tuberculosis,
HIV/AIDS, and hepatitis. It also includes provisions for
training medical professionals and supplying
medicines and medical equipment.

The agreement highlights concerns about health risks
faced by North Korean children, as evidenced by South
Korea's Ministry of Unification's 2023 report, which
revealed that less than 50 percent of North Koreans
are vaccinated.

Analysts view this cooperation as the latest sign of
strengthening ties between Pyongyang and Moscow.
[Radio Free Asia]

US citizen arrested over aid in North
Korean remote IT worker fraud

(dgl) A U.S. national was arrested on August 8 for
allegedly facilitating a scheme that funneled hundreds
of thousands of dollars to North Korea's illicit weapons
program.

38-year-old Matthew Isaac Knoot is accused of helping
North Korean IT workers secure remote jobs with U.S.
and British companies by using stolen identities to
pose as U.S. citizens. The indictment show that these
workers earned six-figure salaries, which were
laundered through international transfers to obscure
their origins.

Knoot and his co-conspirators, including a facilitator
named Yang Di, allegedly enabled these operations by
installing unauthorized software on company-provided
laptops, taking a percentage of the salaries while
sending the rest abroad.

Knoot faces charges including conspiracy to damage
protected computers and money laundering, with a
potential sentence of up to 20 years in prison if
convicted.

The scheme reveals an ongoing issue for U.S.
cybersecurity. Similar cases have emerged, such as a
May incident involving an Arizona woman who
defrauded over 300 U.S. companies, and a July
revelation by KnowBe4, which discovered a North
Korean threat actor posing as a software engineer on
its internal IT team. This week, CrowdStrike's 2024
Threat Hunting Report detailed that North Korean-
linked IT workers targeted over 30 U.S. companies in
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various sectors, including aerospace, defense, retail,
and technology. [Cyber Scoop] [Department of Justice,
USA]

Travel ban on North Korea for U.S. citizens
extended

(dgl) The U.S. Department of State has extended its
travel ban on North Korea for another year, prohibiting
U.S. citizens from using their passports to visit the
country unless they obtain special approvals.

Issued in 2017, the ban will now continue until August
next year. The State Department cited the ongoing risk
of U.S. citizens being detained or imprisoned in North
Korea as the reason for the extension.

The travel restriction was originally imposed following
the death of Otto Warmbier, an American student who
was imprisoned and tortured in North Korea in 2016.
Since then, the ban has been renewed annually.
Exceptions for travel are granted only for specific
purposes, such as professional journalism or urgent
humanitarian work aligned with U.S. national interests.
However, North Korea's border closure since 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic has made travel there
nearly impossible. [Aju Press]

Pakistan seeks to deepen cooperation
with Bangladesh after ouster of Prime
Minister Hasina

(tj/ht) Against the larger backdrop of the ouster of
Bangladesh's longtime Prime Minister Sheik Hasina on
August 5, Pakistan has expressed its desire to "deepen
cooperation" with Dhaka following the appointment of
Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus as the head of a
transitional government. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif extended his congratulations to Yunus and
expressed his intention to work closely with him to
enhance bilateral relations.

The relationship between Pakistan and Bangladesh is
complex and rooted in their shared history. Both
countries were part of British India before gaining
independence as a single nation in 1947, known as
Pakistan, with two geographically and culturally distinct
regions: West Pakistan (now Pakistan) and East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh). However, due to political,
economic, and cultural differences, tensions escalated,
leading to the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. This
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war resulted in East Pakistan seceding to become the
independent state of Bangladesh.

Since then, the relationship between Pakistan and
Bangladesh has been marked by a mix of diplomatic
engagement and underlying tensions. Diplomatic
relations were established in December 1975, and
since then, the two countries have maintained formal
ties. Bilateral relations include economic, political, and
cultural interactions, with both countries cooperating
on various multilateral platforms such as the United
Nations and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC).

Trade between the two nations is significant, with
Bangladesh being Pakistan's largest trading partner in
South Asia, and the annual volume of bilateral trade
ranging from USD 800 to 900 million. Additionally,
Pakistan hosts a large number of people of Bengali
origin, contributing to people-to-people ties based on
shared history and religious connections.

Despite these interactions, historical grievances,
particularly related to the events of 1971, continue to
influence the relationship, leading to occasional
diplomatic tensions. [Geo News] [Anadolu Ajansi]

Malaysia, Pakistan reaffirm commitment
to enhance trade and investment ties

(ss) Pakistan and Malaysia have reaffirmed their
commitment to boosting bilateral trade and
investment, educational connections, workforce
capacity building, and people-to-people contacts. This
commitment was expressed during a meeting between
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishag Dar and Malaysia's Foreign Minister
Utama Haji Mohamad Bin Haji Hasan on the sidelines
of an OIC meeting in Jeddah.

Both sides acknowledged the positive development of
their bilateral relations and strong cooperation across
various sectors. Highlighting the OIC as a key platform
for promoting dialogue and collaboration among
member countries, both foreign ministers reiterated
their commitment to the OIC's principles of solidarity,
cooperation, and mutual support. They also
emphasized the importance of joint efforts to develop
a coordinated response to emerging global challenges.
[Radio Pakistan]
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Pakistan, South Korea can collaborate on
mega projects following CPEC model,
Seoul’s envoy says

(ss) South Korean Ambassador Park Ki Jun has
expressed that Pakistan and South Korea could
collaborate on large-scale projects similar to the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). In an interview, he
highlighted the potential for cooperation in sectors
such as energy and infrastructure, noting Pakistan's
skilled workforce despite facing financial challenges.
He mentioned that Korean IT companies are interested
in entering the Pakistani market, leveraging the
country's young and skilled population.

The Ambassador also emphasized the need to boost
trade between the two countries, noting that the
current trade volume of USD 1.2 billion falls short of its
potential. He praised Pakistan's rich natural resources
and vibrant human resource, and suggested that
Korea's advanced technology and economic growth
could complement these strengths.

To strengthen cultural ties, he mentioned that South
Korea has a particular interest in Pakistan's Gandhara
civilization. He announced plans for a Korea-Pakistan
Gala in October 2024 in Islamabad, which will feature
officials and artists from both countries, aiming to
enhance people-to-people contacts. [Radio Pakistan]

Three killed in Pakistan, Afghanistan
border clash, Kabul says

(Im) Three Afghan civilians, including a woman and two
children, were killed in a border clash between
Pakistani and Afghan forces near the southwestern
Torkham border crossing, according to the Taliban
administration in Kabul. The incident occurred late on
August 12 when Pakistani border forces reportedly
opened fire on Afghan border forces, leading to a
violent exchange.

Border clashes between the neighboring countries
have been frequent, largely due to the disputed
boundary known as the Durand Line, which was
established during British colonial rule and has been a
longstanding point of contention. These recurrent
skirmishes have exacerbated tensions between
Pakistan and Afghanistan, impacting bilateral relations
and the security situation in the region. [Arab News]
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Pakistan, Turkiye vow to strengthen ties
and expand trade

(ht) Pakistan and Turkiye have reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening their bilateral ties and
expanding trade during a meeting between Turkish
Trade Minister Omer Bolat and Pakistan's Finance
Minister, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, on August 8.
The ministers emphasized the long-standing brotherly
relationship between the two nations and discussed
ways to further enhance economic and trade ties.

Aurangzeb praised the historical significance between
Pakistan and Turkiye and provided an update on
Pakistan's improving financial fundamentals which
includes stable currency, foreign exchange reserves
exceeding USD 9 billion and declining inflation rates.
He also mentioned recent reforms in taxation, the
energy sector, and state-owned enterprises, as well as
efforts by the Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) to attract foreign direct investment.

Minister Bolat highlighted the shared commitment of
Prime Minster Shehbaz Sharif and President Erdogan
to strengthen bilateral ties. He also expressed Turkiye's
commitment to deepening ties, particularly in trade
and investment, and identified sectors such as
services, health, education, medicine, and fashion as
key areas for potential investment. He also suggested
increasing flight connectivity between the two
countries to boost economic exchange. [APP News]

Imam of Prophet’s Mosque arrives in
Pakistan for one-week official visit

(ht) Dr Salah bin Mohammad Al-Budair, Imam of the
Prophet's Mosque, one of the holiest sites in Islam,
arrived in Pakistan on August 8 for an official visit of
seven days, with an aim to strengthen the bilateral ties
between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. During his visit, he
led Friday prayers at Faisal Mosque in Islamabad and
met with key Pakistani leaders, including President Asif
Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, as well
as scholars and university representatives. [The
Express Tribune] [Dawn]

Pakistan’s seniormost military official on
high-level visit in United Kingdom

(ht) General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee of Pakistan, is on an official
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visit to the United Kingdom, where he met with top
British military officials, including Chief of Defense Staff
Admiral Sir Tony Radakin and Chief of General Staff
General Sir Roland Walker. These meetings focused on
mutual interests, defense and security cooperation,
counter-terrorism efforts, and the regional
environment.

The visit highlights the strengthening of defense ties
between the two countries, following high-level military
engagements in recent years. The existing defense
partnership includes Pakistani officers receiving
training at prestigious UK military institutions, such as
the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s Finance Minister, Finnish envoy
discuss bilateral ties

(ss) On August 7, Pakistan's Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb met with Finland's
Ambassador Hannu Ripatti in Islamabad to discuss
bilateral relations.

During the meeting, the finance minister shared
updates on Pakistan's economic progress, highlighting
improvements in tax collection, remittances, and
foreign exchange reserves, as well as positive
evaluations from international credit rating agencies.
He also reviewed the successful completion of a 9-
month Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) with the IMF and
the recent approval of a new 37-month IMF program.
Additionally, Aurangzeb outlined ongoing initiatives
focused on enhancing economic stability, including the
digitization of the Federal Board of Revenue, energy
sector reforms, and the restructuring of state-owned
enterprises. [Radio Pakistan]

Pakistan, Algeria agree to strengthen
economic and business connections

(ss) Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar met with Algerian
Foreign Minister Ahmad Attaf on the sidelines of the
Extraordinary OIC Meeting in Jeddah. Recognizing the
longstanding historic relationship between their
countries, both leaders agreed to strengthen bilateral
economic ties by increasing trade and investment.
[Radio Pakistan]
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United States grand jury indicts ex-
COMELEC chief, three Smartmatic
executives in corruption case

(rr) A United States federal grand jury has indicted
former Commission on Elections (COMELEC) chairman
Andres Bautista and three executives from Smartmatic
in connection with an alleged bribery and money
laundering scheme linked to the 2016 Philippine
presidential elections. The indictment claims Bautista
received at least USD 1 million in bribes from the
Smartmatic executives between 2015 and 2018.

The indictment alleges that the individuals involved
used coded language and created fraudulent contracts
to conceal the corrupt payments. If convicted, Bautista
and the Smartmatic executives face significant prison
time, with charges including conspiracy to commit
money laundering and international laundering of
monetary instruments. Two of the Smartmatic
executives also face additional charges related to
violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA).

Bautista, who is currently in hiding in the US, has
denied the allegations, claiming they are politically
motivated. Smartmatic has also denied any
wrongdoing, asserting that the company has adhered
to all legal procurement processes in the Philippines.
[Rappler]

The US can investigate the case because the alleged
money laundering scheme involved transactions that
passed through the US financial system. Under US law,
if financial transactions related to illegal activities pass
through US banks or if the illegal conduct involves US
citizens or entities, US authorities have the jurisdiction
to investigate and prosecute those involved.

Philippines, United States air forces
conduct joint exercise ‘Iron Blade’

(rr) The Philippine Air Force (PAF) and the United States
Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) conducted a joint military
exercise called "Iron Blade" over the weekend in
Pampanga and Cebu.

The exercise involved two Philippine FA-50PH fighter
aircraft, two US Air Force FA-22s, and a US Air Force C-
130 Hercules transport aircraft. Activities included
formation flights, subject matter expert exchanges on
flight operations, maintenance, and cargo-related
topics.
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"Iron Blade" is part of PACAF's redeployment activities
following its participation in the Pitch Black Exercise in
Australia, with the Philippines serving as a stopover
point before the contingent heads to Kadena Air Base
in Japan. [Philippine News Agency]

Brunei, Singapore navies conclude
bilateral exercise

(sm) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the
Royal Brunei Navy (RBN) conducted the 42nd edition of
Exercise Pelican, a key bilateral exercise between the
two navies, from August 5-8 at RSS Singapura - Changi
Naval Base.

Established in 1979, Exercise Pelican has been a
cornerstone of the strong defence ties between
Singapore and Brunei, promoting cooperation,
understanding, and interoperability between their
navies. In addition to naval exercise, the RSN and RBN
regularly engage in various activities, including visits
and professional exchange programs, strengthening
the bonds between the two countries’ naval forces.
[Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

Singapore, Ghana strengthen bilateral ties
and carbon credits collaboration during
ministerial visit

(sm) During an official visit to Ghana from July 14-18,
Singapore's Minister of State for Trade and Industry,
Alvin Tan, reaffirmed the strong bilateral ties between
Singapore and Ghana. This visit, marking the first by a
Singapore political office holder since 2019, was
centered around furthering carbon credit
collaborations under the Singapore-Ghana
Implementation Agreement, signed in May.

Tan led Singapore's inaugural carbon credits business
mission, bringing together 22 Singaporean companies
to explore opportunities in Ghana's carbon credit
sector, focusing on areas like sanitation, energy, and
forestry. The mission aimed to advance global climate
action and foster sustainable development in local
communities.

In addition to discussions on climate collaboration, Tan
met with Ghanaian President Nana Akufo-Addo, where
they welcomed stronger partnerships in trade, fintech,
and the green economy. Tan also engaged with senior
Ghanaian officials to explore linkages in areas of
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shared interest, including the digital economy,
education, and trade. [Ministry of Trade and Industry,
Singapore] [Singapore Business Review]

South Korea and US to hold joint drill
simulating North Korean nuclear attack

(ac) On August 12, South Korea and the U.S.
announced plans to hold their first-ever government
drill simulating a North Korean nuclear attack during
the annual Ulchi Freedom Shield (UFS) exercise,
scheduled from August 19 to 29.

The South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff emphasized that
the drill is designed to enhance South Korea's defense
capabilities and its response to potential provocations.
The exercise aims to protect the lives and safety of the
population through wartime preparedness, including
simulations of cyberattacks and terrorism.

The drill will incorporate recent warfare trends and
realistic scenarios, such as North Korea's missile
threats, GPS jamming, and cyberattacks, along with
various land exercises. The drill will be conducted in
two phases: The first phase, from August 19 to 23, will
focus on defense evacuation exercises under a
scenario simulating a North Korean nuclear attack. The
second phase, from August 26 to 29, will involve large-
scale field training exercises, including a combined
amphibious landing drill, and will incorporate U.S.
strategic assets. [The Korea Times]

South Korea official meets with China’s
deputy secretary of Gansu province to
discuss cooperation

(ac) On August 7, South Korea's Deputy Minister for
Political Affairs, Chung Byung-Won, met with Shi Mon
Jun, the Deputy Party Secretary of China’'s Gansu
province, to discuss bilateral partnerships in mineral
resources and economic cooperation.

During the meeting, Chung emphasized the
importance of Korea-China relations and expressed
hope for further development, particularly in business
and investment opportunities in Gansu province. He
also requested continued support from the Gansu
provincial government for Korean enterprises
operating in the region. [Yonhap News Agency] [ROK
Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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South Korea and the Philippines discuss
bilateral ties

(ac) On August 7, South Korea's Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Cho Tae-Yul, met with the Philippines' Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Enrique Manalo, in Seoul to discuss
strengthening bilateral relations and advancing their
strategic partnership.

The meeting followed an agreement between
President Yoon Suk Yeol and Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in March to elevate Korea-
Philippines relations to a strategic partnership.

Both ministers acknowledged the geopolitical
importance of their countries in the Indo-Pacific region
and emphasized the need to enhance communication
and cooperation to ensure regional security and peace.
Cho also highlighted strategic cooperation in defense,
implicitly referencing the Jose Rizal-class frigate built by
HD Hyundai Heavy Industries Co.

Continuing the discussion on strategic cooperation, the
officials agreed to collaborate on the bilateral Free
Trade Agreement signed in September 2023 (see AiR
No. 37, September/2023, 2 ). [Yonhap News Agency 1].

Manalo also met separately with South Korea's Prime
Minister Han Duck-Soo on August 7. Han requested the
Philippines' support in addressing North Korea's
provocations at the upcoming ASEAN summit in
October. Additionally, the two officials agreed to
expand cooperation in supply chains and climate
change, while also expressing mutual interest in
maintaining peace, defense, and order in the South
China Sea. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea and Colombia discuss
bilateral ties

(ac) On August 12, South Korea'’s First Vice Foreign
Minister, Kim Hong-Kyun, met with Colombia’s Vice
Foreign Minister, Jorge Rojas Rodriguez, in Seoul to
discuss issues of mutual interest, bilateral relations,
and cooperation in economic development and aid.
This meeting marked the first policy dialogue between
the two countries since 2020, following a four-year
hiatus due to the pandemic.

Kim emphasized the forward-looking nature of their
bilateral relations, noting that their strong ties have


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-irj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-irj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-irt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehihrik-l-iri/

been in place since the Korean War. He expressed
South Korea's interest in enhancing cooperation in
infrastructure and transportation development, while
also highlighting its socio-economic involvement in the
Latin American and Caribbean region.

In response, Rodriguez expressed interest in
collaborating on renewable energy, hydrogen, and
science and technology. [Yonhap News Agency]

Sri Lankan navy, coast guard detain 22
Indian fishermen for illegal fishing

(sa) The Sri Lankan Navy and Coast Guard detained 22
Indian fishermen and seized two trawlers for illegally
fishing in Sri Lankan waters off Kudiramalei Point,
south of Mannar. The operation was conducted by the
Northwestern Naval Command after spotting Indian
trawlers engaging in illegal fishing activities. [Colombo
Gazette]

The issue dates back several decades, with periodic
escalations in tensions between Indian and Sri Lankan
fishermen. The disputes are exacerbated by the fact
that the Palk Bay, a narrow stretch of sea between the
two countries, is heavily relied upon by both sides for
its bountiful fishing resources.

In July, the Sri Lankan Navy arrested 13 fishermen from
India’s Tamil Nadu state on charges of poaching in Sri
Lanka water. In light of this, the chief minister of Tamil
Nadu, M.K. Stalin, wrote to the Minister for External
Affairs, S. Jaishankar, urging the activation of
diplomatic channels for the immediate release of the
arrested fishermen and their boats. Stalin highlighted
the ongoing crisis for fishermen, noting that Sri Lankan
authorities have detained 173 fishing boats and 80
fishermen, causing significant distress to their families.
[AIR No.29, July/2024, 3]

The recent arrests have reignited calls for a more
effective resolution mechanism to address the
underlying issues of maritime boundary disputes and
to ensure that fishing activities are conducted in a
manner that respects the rights and livelihoods of all
parties involved.

United States expands support for Sri
Lanka with USD 24.5 million commitment

(sa) The United States has announced an additional
commitment of USD 24.5 million to Sri Lanka, aimed at
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fostering economic growth, environmental
sustainability, and good governance. This new funding
was revealed during a visit by Michael Schiffer, USAID's
Assistant Administrator for the Bureau of Asia, at an
event held at Sri Lanka's Ministry of Finance. The funds
will be channeled through a Development Objective
Grant Agreement between USAID and the Sri Lankan
government.

This additional investment is part of the United States'
long-term partnership with Sri Lanka, which has seen
over USD 2 billion in assistance provided since 1956.
The support has spanned various sectors including
agriculture, education, health, infrastructure, and
governance. [Colombo Gazette]

Five Sri Lankan ex-soldiers detained in
Ukraine; diplomatic efforts underway

(sa) Five Sri Lankan ex-soldiers who joined the Russian
military and crossed into Ukraine have been captured
by Ukrainian authorities and are now held as prisoners
of war. The Sri Lanka Embassy in Turkey, which is also
accredited to Ukraine, confirmed the detention and
reported that three other Sri Lankans fighting with
Ukrainian forces have been killed in action.

These individuals, primarily retired soldiers, were
reportedly lured to Russia with promises of high
salaries and Russian citizenship. However, after signing
agreements with Russian defense authorities, securing
their release has proven challenging. Some have even
obtained Russian citizenship, complicating efforts by
Sri Lankan authorities to assist them. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lankan foreign minister meets with
Grand Mufti of Egypt

(sa) During an official visit to Egypt, Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Ali Sabry met with Dr. Shawky Ibrahim Allam,
the Grand Mufti of Egypt, to discuss religious
cooperation and efforts to combat extremism and
radicalization. They highlighted the strong relationship
between Egypt and Sri Lanka and explored
opportunities for collaboration in promoting peaceful
coexistence and enhancing cultural exchanges.
[Colombo Gazette]
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Taiwan condemns China's Taiwan Affairs
Office (TAO) website's new section
targeting 'Taiwan Separatists’

On August 8, the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) of
Taiwan criticized the addition of a new section on
China's Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO) website that targets
"diehard Taiwan independence separatists."

Established on August 7 without prior notice, this
section includes a list of ten individuals, such as
Taiwan's Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim, Defense
Minister Wellington Koo, and National Security Council
Secretary-General Joseph Wu, who are accused of
promoting Taiwan independence. The new section also
features a mailbox for reporting alleged crimes related
to Taiwan independence and includes a set of
guidelines allowing Chinese courts to try these
individuals in absentia. Convictions could lead to
severe penalties, including the death sentence for
those found guilty of inciting secession.

MAC Deputy Head Liang Wen-chieh condemned the
move, stating it adds "more obstacles and harm" to
cross-strait interactions and does not facilitate positive
exchanges. Liang expressed concern that the new
section could lead to misuse, with individuals reporting
others due to personal grudges or competition, rather
than genuine support for Taiwan independence. [Focus
Taiwan]

The move has been widely criticized in Taiwan, with
opposition parties such as the Kuomintang and Taiwan
People's Party condemning it, and the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) accusing China of
inciting mutual hostility.

In response, TAO claimed that the DPP was
misrepresenting the situation by conflating a small
number of separatists with the general Taiwanese
population. [Focus Taiwan]

Former Taiwanese army officer returns to
Taiwan after detention in China

(jp) A former Taiwanese Army officer, surnamed Hu,
who had been detained in China since mid-March,
returned to Kinmen County on August 7. Hu and
another man, surnamed Wu, were detained by Chinese
authorities after losing their way during a fishing trip
on March 17.
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Wu and the fishing boat were returned to Taiwan's
Coast Guard Administration (CGA) on March 23, but Hu
remained in detention due to "doubts about his
identity," Hu's family successfully applied for his
voluntary military discharge on May 8. Hu arrived in
Kinmen accompanied by his family and Chen Yu-jen, a
legislator from the opposition Kuomintang (KMT)
representing Kinmen County. Upon his return, Hu
described his time in China as well-cared-for. [Focus
Taiwan]

Chiu Chui-cheng, head of Taiwan's Mainland Affairs
Council, expressed relief at Hu's release, stating that
the council had always hoped for his prompt and
unconditional return. KMT legislator Chen Yu-jen
suggested that Hu's detention was influenced by tense
cross-strait relations following the Kinmen speedboat
incident in February, which left two Chinese nationals
dead (see AiR No. 8, February/2024, 3).

Hu's status as an active-duty soldier at the time also
contributed to the situation. Chen credited the
"goodwill" accumulated between Kinmen and Xiamen
authorities after the resolution of the Kinmen
speedboat incident in July for facilitating Hu's return
(see AR No. 32, August/2024, 1). She also emphasized
the importance of closer contacts between Kinmen
and Xiamen, given their proximity, to ensure swift
resolutions to similar maritime emergencies in the
future. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
condemns former Australian Prime
Minister's remarks

(jp) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has
strongly criticized comments made by former
Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating, who referred to
Taiwan as "Chinese real estate" during an interview
with Australia's ABC News on August 8.

In a statement released on August 9, the MOFA
emphasized that Taiwan "is not the property of any
nation" and reaffirmed that the Republic of China
(Taiwan) is an independent sovereign country, not
subordinate to the People's Republic of China. MOFA
described Keating's remarks as inconsistent with the
current geopolitical situation and stated that Taiwan's
sovereign status would not be affected by the former
prime minister's biased comments.

Keating claimed that Taiwanese were "sitting on
Chinese real estate" and argued that Taiwan is not a
crucial interest for Australia. He further suggested that
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Australia should avoid involvement in any potential
conflict between China and Taiwan, comparing
Taiwan's significance to China with Tasmania's
importance to Australia. [Focus Taiwan]

In response, MOFA reiterated that Taiwan and
Australia are "like-minded partners" with "shared
strategic interests" in the Indo-Pacific region. The
ministry noted that Australia has repeatedly expressed
support for peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait
and vowed to continue deepening cooperation with
Australia to promote peace and prosperity in the
region. [Focus Taiwan]

Malaysia, Thailand to maintain
cooperation on combating cross-border
crime

(wt) On August 6, Thai and Malaysian police held their
27th annual meeting in Bangkok to strengthen
collaboration against cross-border crime. The
discussions covered key issues such as smuggling and
trafficking of firearms, stolen vehicles, human
trafficking, illegal immigration, economic and cyber
crimes, drug smuggling, border safety, maritime
crimes, terrorism, and training. Both nations
committed to enhancing cooperation by sharing
intelligence, resources, and expertise. [The Nation]

Philippines, Vietnam hold first-ever joint
coast guard exercise in waters of Bataan
province

(Im) On August 9, the Philippines and Vietham held
their first joint coast guard drills, a move seen as a
strategic effort to strengthen their territorial claims
and counter China's growing assertiveness in the
contested South China Sea. The exercises, conducted
off the coast of Manila, included Vietnam's coast guard
ship CSB 8002 and the Philippine vessel BRP Gabriela
Silang, with a focus on firefighting, search-and-rescue
operations, and medical response,

This cooperation comes amid long-standing territorial
disputes between the Philippines, Vietnam, and China
in the South China Sea, particularly over the Spratly
archipelago. Both the Philippines and Vietnam claim
parts of this strategic waterway, but China asserts
sovereignty over nearly the entire South China Sea,
backing its claims with a significant deployment of
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coast guard vessels in areas overlapping the exclusive
economic zones (EEZs) of its neighbors.

The joint drills are the latest in a series of actions by
the Philippines and Vietnam to counter China's
assertive behavior in the region. In October 2023,
tensions escalated when the Philippines accused China
of deliberately causing collisions between their vessels
in disputed waters. In response, China urged the
Philippines to stop what it termed "dangerous
maneuvers" and to avoid creating further tension.

The Philippines, emphasizing a rules-based approach
to resolving maritime disputes, hopes that this joint
initiative with Vietnam will strengthen their collective
stance and encourage similar actions in the future. The
drills not only symbolize a growing alliance between
the two Southeast Asian nations but also signal their
shared resolve to challenge China's expansive claims in
the South China Sea. [Deutsche Welle] [Reuters]

Meanwhile, in recent years, Vietnam has made
significant progress in negotiating maritime
boundaries, including an agreement with Indonesia in
2022. However, issues like illegal fishing continue to
challenge Hanoi's maritime relations. Despite efforts to
control illegal fishing, Vietnamese fishers often intrude
into foreign waters, including Indonesia's, driven by the
economic pressures and dangers posed by China's
militarization of the South China Sea. [Voice of
America]

Chinese military drone flies close to
Vietham'’s coast for second time in August

(wn) A Chinese military drone flew close to Vietnam's
coast on August 7, marking the second such incident
this month. The drone, identified as a Wing Loong-10
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), traveled from China’s
Hainan island into Vietnam's exclusive economic zone
(EEZ), following the coastline for approximately 800
kilometers before turning back near Phan Rang
province.

The WZ-10 UAV is designed for reconnaissance and
potentially for combat, capable of carrying missiles.
[Radio Free Asia]

Cambodia, Vietnam strengthen defence
cooperation
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(wn) Vietnamese Deputy Defence Minister Sen. Lieut.
Gen. Hoang Xuan Chien and Cambodian Defence
Ministry Permanent Secretary of State General Chay
Saing Yun co-chaired the seventh Vietham-Cambodia
policy dialogue in Phnom Penh on August 7. They
discussed strengthening defence cooperation,
highlighting the long-standing friendship and
collaboration between the two nations. The dialogue
covered regional and global issues, including ASEAN's
role in maintaining peace and stability and maritime
security in the East Sea.

Both sides agreed to continue their cooperation in
various areas, including personnel training, border
management, and the repatriation of Vietnamese
soldiers. Chien also invited Cambodian defence leaders
to the Vietnam International Defence Expo 2024 in
Hanoi. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam’s Prime Minister Chinh is urging
for stronger defence ties with Japan

(wn) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
emphasized the importance of defense cooperation as
a key pillar in the relationship between Vietnam and
Japan during a meeting with Japanese Defense Minister
Kihara Minoru in Hanoi on August 6. Chinh called for
enhanced collaboration in areas such as personnel
training, technology transfer, equipment support, and
cybersecurity. He highlighted the successful
development of Vietnam-Japan ties since their
establishment in 1973, particularly noting the nearly
500 activities held in 2023 to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of diplomatic relations.

The prime minister also advocated for increased
Japanese investment in Vietnam, economic
connectivity, and cooperation in emerging fields like Al
and green transformation. Both sides discussed
regional security issues, including the importance of
peaceful resolution of disputes in the East Sea. Kihara
Minoru expressed Japan's commitment to
strengthening the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership and advancing defense cooperation with
Vietnam. [Asian News Network]

Laos, Vietnam law enforcements
dismantle large-scale human trafficking
and fraud ring
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(wn) Vietnamese and Lao police have successfully
dismantled a large-scale human trafficking and online
fraud ring operating in the Golden Triangle zone in
Bokeo Province, Laos. The operation led to the arrest
of 155 Vietnamese traffickers involved in cross-border
crimes, including human trafficking and large-scale
online fraud.

The ring, disguised as a legally licensed enterprise,
lured victims with promises of easy work and high
salaries, but forced them into criminal activities upon
arrival in Laos. The criminals used fake Facebook
accounts to gain the trust of wealthy women in
Vietnam, convincing them to invest in fraudulent
online businesses. [Vietnam News]

Viethamese parliamentary delegation
visits Malaysia to discuss cooperation

(wn) A delegation from Vietnam's National Assembly,
led by Vice Chairman Nguyen Khac Dinh, visited
Malaysia from August 6-9 to strengthen bilateral
cooperation. During the visit, they met with Malaysian
leaders, including the Speaker of the Malaysian House
of Representatives, Johari Bin Abdul, and the Deputy
President of the Senate, Nur Jazlan Bin Tan Sri
Mohamed. Discussions focused on enhancing
cooperation in various sectors, particularly in creating
an integrated supply chain for semiconductor and
high-tech manufacturing, which Malaysia is actively
promoting.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to
maintaining ASEAN's unified stance on the East Sea
(South China Sea) issue and emphasized the need for
an effective Code of Conduct (COC) aligned with
international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS, to
ensure peace and cooperation in the region.

The visit also aimed to bolster parliamentary ties and
prepare for the 10th anniversary of the strategic
partnership between Vietnam and Malaysia in 2025.
Vice Chairman Dinh praised the development of
bilateral relations over the past 50 years and called for
increased collaboration at international forums and
between parliamentary bodies.

The visit included stops at FPT Software's office in
Kuala Lumpur and the Vietnamese Embassy, where
Dinh met with the Vietnamese community in Malaysia.
The delegation's visit to Malaysia was the first high-
level official visit from Vietnam since 2015, and it will
be followed by further discussions in Brunei. [We
News]
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Seminar explores boosting Vietnam-
Canada trade relations

(wn) A seminar aimed at boosting bilateral trade in
exports between Vietnam and Canada was held in Ho
Chi Minh City on August 8, 2024. Organized by the
HCM City Investment and Trade Promotion Centre
(ITPC) and ATIM Consulting JSC, the event focused on
enhancing trade relations within the framework of the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

Vietnam, Canada’s largest trading partner in ASEAN,
saw bilateral trade reach USD 14 billion in 2023, with
trade turnover in the first half of 2024 exceeding USD
3.41 billion. Key Vietnamese exports to Canada include
textiles, machinery, wood products, seafood, and
cashews, while imports mainly consist of wheat and
soybeans. Canada also stands as one of Vietnam's
significant investors, with over 247 projects totaling
USD 4.82 billion in 2023.

The seminar highlighted the thriving trade in seafood
and wooden furniture between the two countries,
emphasizing the potential for further growth. Experts
recommended that Vietnamese businesses focus on
brand building, product innovation, and partnerships
with Canadian companies to expand their market
presence. Additionally, the benefits of the CPTPP, such
as tariff reductions, were discussed, though it was
noted that these advantages have not yet been fully
leveraged. [Vietnam News]

Announcements

Upcoming online events
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19 August 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

CPG Constitutional Law Series on the
occasion of the 75th anniversary of the
German Basic Law

Crafting Democracy: The Difficult Path to
Germany’s 1949 Basic Law and its
Enduring Innovations

This online presentation explores the journey leading
to the creation of Germany's 1949 Basic Law,
examining the political, social, and historical factors
that shaped its formation. It highlights the enduring
innovations of this foundational document and their
subsequent application in German constitutional
jurisprudence. Besides the immense protection of
human dignity and freedom, other notable features
include the absence of an emergency law, the
introduction of the right to asylum and the right to
conscientious objection to war service, as well as the
abolition of the death penalty.

For more information, see [CPG].

14 August 2024 @ 9:30 -10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

Afghanistan’s Evolving Terrorism
Landscape under the Taliban

Nearly three years after the fall of Kabul to the Taliban,
Afghanistan-based terrorist groups pose an enduring
and evolving challenge to regional and global security.
The March 22, 2024 Islamic State-Khorasan Province
(ISKP) attack that killed 140 people in Moscow was a
tragic reminder of this continued threat. To take stock
of the current counterterrorism landscape in
Afghanistan and implications for U.S. and regional
policy, panelists will assess how groups including ISKP,
al Qaeda, and the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan have fared
under the Taliban and their potential future
trajectories. In this discussion, Stimson’s South Asia
Program’s Non-Resident Fellow Dr. Amira Jadoon’s
book, “The Islamic State in Afghanistan and Pakistan:
Strategic Alliances and Rivalries” (with Andrew Mines)
will be highlighted, which showcases original data and
primary sources to explain the group's rise and
resilience.

For more information, visit [Stimson].
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14 August 2024 @ 11:00- 11:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

The Impossible Live Podcast: Recent
Developments in North Korea

Join the Impossible State podcast for a special
discussion on recent developments in North Korea.
The conversation will be moderated by Dr. Victor Cha
and feature Mr. Bruce Klingner, Senior Research Fellow
for Northeast Asia at The Heritage Foundation’s Asian
Studies Center. They will discuss recent developments
regarding North Korea's missile deployment, successor
plans, garbage-filled balloons, and other topics.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

14 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. (GMT-7), Pacific Council
on International Policy, USA

Insights and Implications of the 2024
French Election

Following the European Parliament elections, which
saw the rise of France's far-right National Rally party
(RN), French President Macron surprised allies and
political analysts alike by calling for a snap election.
Following the first round of votes, Marine Le Pen’'s RN
seemed to be on track to hold the most seats of any
party or coalition. However, the second round of
elections revealed the prominence of the recently
formed New Popular Front (NFP) coalition, which
consists of parties from the far-left to the center-left.
Macron'’s own coalition, the Ensemble alliance,
composed of moderate political parties, now holds the
second most seats, marking an expected blow to
Macron's power. The distinguished speakers will
discuss the results and the implications this election
will have for France, the United States, and the rest of
the world. Guests will also have the opportunity to
participate in a Q&A session.

For more information, visit [Pacific Council].

14 August 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. (GMT+8),
Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Disinformation and Misinformation in
Election Campaigns in Southeast Asia:
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Lessons Learned and Ways Forward

This hybrid seminar explores comparative perspectives
on how social media and various digital technologies
were exploited across multiple election campaigns
across Southeast Asia. Despite the wide use of online
political ads in election campaigns worldwide in the
past decade, regulations on online political ads are still
very fragmented, with social media and other online
platforms operating with different transparency
standards in different countries. This seminar aims to
gather relevant experts to discuss how the electoral
integrity of future elections in Southeast Asia can be
protected. The seminar’s open plenary sessions will
feature scholars and practitioners working in
Southeast Asia’'s media and information space. The
speakers will address the information ecosystem,
trends and developments in creating and
disseminating mis/disinformation and counter-
mechanisms against it. The plenary sessions will
conclude with a discussion on government and societal
responses to dis/misinformation - including regulatory
measures and bottom-up efforts to deal with fake
news.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

14 August 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs,
Australia

The Australian Foreign Policy Debate: A
Reassessment

How do we account for the current state of the debate
over Australian foreign and defence policy and what
are the key challenges that lie ahead in looking to the
mid 2030s? In his address, Professor James Curran will
consider what he sees as some of the forces shaping
the strategic discussion at this moment: its intellectual
incoherence, the fear amongst the political class of
offending tribal electorates, legitimate concerns over
China's assertiveness, anxieties about offending the US
ally and taking cover behind Washington's own
incoherent policy, and at times the near absolute
general uninterest in actual events. Join the event to
hear more from him.

For more information, visit [AlIA].

14 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (GMT+2),
Institute for Security Studies, South Africa
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How will South Africa’s unity government
manage migration?

The formation of South Africa’s Government of
National Unity (GNU) after the May elections marks a
crucial moment for the country’s migration
governance. Political parties in the GNU with diverse
views on migration need to implement the long-
awaited Border Management Authority and the White
Paper on Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee
Protection gazetted shortly before the election. The
new policy promises to overhaul the country’s
migration system. This hybrid seminar will explore the
implications of these developments for migration
governance in South Africa and alignment with the
African Union's Agenda 2063.

For more information, visit [ISS].

15 August 2024 @ 9:00- 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Gaza's Looming Polio Threat—Gaza: The
Human Toll

The CSIS studio broadcasts—'Gaza: The Human Toll'—
are produced by the CSIS Bipartisan Alliance for Global
Health Security, in collaboration with the CSIS
Humanitarian Agenda and the CSIS Middle East
Program. Join the event to discuss the health and
humanitarian mobilization to combat the threat of a
polio outbreak in Gaza. Moderator J. Stephen
Morrison, Senior Vice President and Director, CSIS
Global Health Policy Center, will be joined by keynote
speakers Hamid Jafari, Director, Polio Eradication,
World Health Organization, and Richard (Rik)
Peeperkorn, World Health Organization Representative
for Occupied Palestinian Territory.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

15 August 2024 @ 8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (GMT+2),
South African Institute of International Affairs
(SAIIA), South Africa

China-Africa Win-Win Partnership on
Climate Change and a Just Transition

Join SAIIA and the Embassy of the People's Republic of
China in South Africa for a policy dialogue that will
address key questions on leveraging Chinese
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investments in green technology, positioning Africa to
benefit from these investments, and increasing green
energy access.

For more information, visit [SAIIA].

16 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT+2),
Institute for Security Studies, South Africa

Global power dynamics and possibilities
for Africa

As dissatisfaction with the Western rules-based system
grows, the world is shifting towards a more complex
global power structure. Africa has a limited role in
shaping these orientations. To change that, the
continent must improve governance, economic and
political integration, and sustained economic growth.
This seminar will present global trends and their
potential impact on Africa in each of the four
scenarios developed by the Institute for Security
Studies’ African Futures programme. As the world
moves towards a multipolar power configuration, a
supportive global environment is vital for Africa. This
seminar will identify key factors that can propel or
hinder Africa's path forward.

For more information, visit [ISS].

19 August 2024 @ 2:00 -3:30 p.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

ASEAN’'s Myanmar Response Three Years
and Counting

Three years and counting after the 2021 coup in
Myanmar, the relevance of ASEAN's Five-Point
Consensus on Myanmar is under scrutiny, as are
concerns about ASEAN's future steps regarding the
Myanmar crisis, amidst shifting geopolitical and
regional trends, changes in leadership in several
ASEAN states, and the Myanmar military regime’s
intent to convene general elections in 2025. Join the
speakers of this webinar to learn more on this topic.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

20 August 2024 @ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), National
University of Singapore, Singapore
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Adaptation and Challenges of the Chinese
Government in the Digital Era

In the era of global digital transformation, it is crucial
to understand the profound implications of this
transformation for governance, particularly within
China. This seminar will explore the Chinese
government's approach to navigating the digital era,
emphasizing its efforts and achievements in digital
transformation. The speaker will examine how
emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence,
blockchain and the Internet of Things are being
integrated into governmental functions to enhance
efficiency and innovation. This seminar aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the
challenges and opportunities faced by the Chinese
government in the digital age, offering insights that can
inform and inspire strategic planning in similar
contexts.

For more information, visit [NUS].

20 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Unveiling DEI: Examining Its True Impact
on Higher Education

Over recent years, the National Association of Scholars
(NAS) has published comprehensive studies on the
expansion and implications of diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) initiatives at educational institutions
nationwide. Join The Heritage Foundation and NAS as
they explore the profound impacts of DEI, from the
increasing politicization of state universities to the
soaring tuition costs.

For more information, visit [Heritage].

20 August 2024 @ 10:00 -11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Indonesia’s 2025 Budget and Economic
Outlook

The Indonesian government's fiscal stance for 2025
aims to maintain continuity in development policies
while accommodating the programs of the new
administration led by President-elect Prabowo
Subianto. A sound fiscal policy will be critical to
achieving Indonesia’s Golden Vision of becoming a
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developed economy by 2045 and achieving Prabowo'’s
eight-percent annual economic growth target. This
seminar will highlight some of the key fiscal policy
measures under the current and next administrations
as well as the political economy of implementing
difficult fiscal reforms. The speaker will also discuss the
major challenges facing the Indonesian economy in
2025 and beyond.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

20 August 2024 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs,
Australia

International Migration and Australian
House Prices: Is There Anything Behind
The Hype?

Political discourse has recently focused on the role of
international migration in exacerbating the cost of
living, particularly regarding housing affordability. This
presentation argues that this is an unlikely scenario.
Using ten years of quarterly national-level data, it
demonstrates that there is little relationship between
past levels of net migration and house prices.
Furthermore, it shows that the recent hike in prices
coincides with a period of near-zero migration due to
border policies during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
presentation suggests that supply-side constraints are
most likely behind the current housing crisis. Join
Professor of Economics and Head of he Department of
Accounting, Finance and Economics at Griffith
University, Alberto Posso, who will speak on the
supposed correlation between international migration
and national housing prices.

For more information, visit [AlIA].

20 August 2024 @ 5:45-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs,
Australia

Taiwan - the Testing Ground

At this event AllA Fellow Rowan Callick, vice chair of the
Australia Taiwan Business Council, will speak to this
topic. He says: "The people of Taiwan haven't sought
the role of 'testing ground' - their election in January
underlined their understandable domestic priorities -
but it has become inescapable. It is vital that
Australians understand what's at stake.". Moreover, it
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will talk about a report from the group of 15 people
from AlIA Victoria who undertook a study tour of
Taiwan in April - including its history, culture, tech-
savvy economy, and its prospects.

For more information, visit [AlIA].

20 August 2024 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Chicago
Council on Global Affairs, USA

Defining America's Future: The Role of
Foreign Policy in 2024

Republicans and Democrats are setting up camp in the
Midwest this summer, hosting their respective
conventions in Milwaukee and Chicago ahead of the
2024 presidential election. With November rapidly
approaching, how is foreign policy shaping the parties’
campaign strategies? How are voters across the
country thinking about America’s role in the world? Join
the Council for a conversation with Susan Rice and
Rajiv Shah while they're in town for the DNC as we
examine how global issues could sway the election's
outcome and redefine the US position on the world
stage.

For more information, visit [Chicago Council].

21 August 2024 @ 7:00 -8:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

South Korean Approaches to North
Korean Human Rights: Civil Society
Initiatives

Join 38 North for a discussion on how diverse South
Korean civil society organizations are working to raise
awareness, document, and improve the human rights
situation in North Korea. From data collection to youth
engagement to supporting international and formal
human rights processes, their work highlights the
importance of multiple voices and strategies for

this complex and pervasive challenge.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

21 August 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Chicago
Council on Global Affairs, USA
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A Diversity of Opinion: Race, Age, and US
Foreign Policy

How do Americans from different walks of life view US
foreign policy? Are Black, Hispanic, and Asian
Americans less likely to want the US to be actively
involved in the world compared to white Americans?
Do younger Americans think differently about US
policy toward Ukraine and Israel than older Americans?
A new report from the Chicago Council and New
America offers some insight, examining how race and
age play into public opinion on global issues. Join the
event as experts discuss the results of a survey and
explore how Americans of diverse ages and
backgrounds think about the US role in the world
ahead of the 2024 election.

For more information, visit [Chicago Council].

Recent Book Release

Sarah Rainsford, Goodbye to Russia: A Personal
Reckoning from the Ruins of War, Bloomsbury, 320
pages, published August 15, 2024. For a review, see
[The Guardian Review of Books].

Nate Silver, On the Edge: The Art of Risking
Everything, Penguin Press, 576 pages, published
August 13, 2024. For a review, see [The Guardian
Review of Books].

Marcel Dirsus, How Tyrants Fall: And How Nations
Survive, John Murray, 304 pages, published July 18,
2024. For a review, see [The Guardian Review of
Books].

Jonathan Judaken, Critical Theories of Anti-Semitism,
Columbia University Press, 360 pages, published June
4,2024. For a review, see [The Guardian Review of
Books].

Thae Yong-ho, Passcode to the Third Floor: An
Insider's Account of Life Among North Korea's
Political Elite, Columbia University Press, 464 pages,
published April 23, 2024. For a review, see [The Asian
Review of Books].

Doris Kearns Goodwin, An Unfinished Love Story: A
Personal History of the 1960s, Simon & Schuster, 480
pages, published April 16, 2024. For a review, see [The
Guardian Review of Books].

Alison L. Young, Unchecked Power?: How Recent
Constitutional Reforms Are Threatening UK
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Democracy, Bristol University Press, 227 pages,
published November 28, 2023. For a review, see [The
LSE Review of Books].

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon
invites paper proposals for its International Congress
"And The People, Where are They?' The Collective
Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-
9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,
see [University of Lisbon].

The 19th Annual Minerva Conference on
International Humanitarian Law, titled “The Gaza
War and International Law: Norms and Institutions
Jerusalem” and scheduled for December 17-18, 2024,
invites paper proposals to be submitted by August 20,
2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Legal Specialist to be based in
New York, United States. Applications are accepted
until August 30, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Public Partnerships Group
Intern, UN System Affairs team. The location for this
position is New York, United States. Applications are
accepted until August 23, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Project Assistant -
Institutional Strengthening for Promoting
Accelerated Transformation (ISPAT). The location for
this position is Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are
accepted until August 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for an Expert on Criminal Justice
Data, Assessment, and Classification (UNODC) to be
based in the Philippines. Applications are accepted
until August 24, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Programme Specialist. This is
a Home-based position. Applications are accepted until
August 23, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Programme Analyst (Rule of
Law) to be based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Applications are accepted until August 23, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for Consultancy Services to
Develop a Comprehensive Election Dispute
Resolution Mech in Malawi. Applications are accepted
until August 24, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for an IC - Mid-Term Review of the
2021-2026 Parliament of Malawi Strategic Plan.
Applications are accepted until August 24, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for an Implementing Partnership
Management Specialist to be based in Amman,
Jordan. Applications are accepted until August 25,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a National Consultant on Refugee and
Migration Law. This is a 40-day home-based
assignment. Applications are accepted until August 25,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Public Partnership Officer to be based
in Islamabad, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until
August 22, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Consultancy: WeShare.unicef.org
Governance and Support. This is a remote, Home-
based position. Applications are accepted until August
27,2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Communication Associate (Digital
Strategy and Media). Applications are accepted until
August 24, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].
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The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Public Information Intern - Media Relations:
Supporting the planning, preparation, and
execution of campaigns and public events.
Applications are accepted until August 22, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Director, of Economic Affairs to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until
August 22, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Legal Assistant to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until September 7,
2024. More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Legal Officer to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until September 22, 2024.
More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Political Affairs Officer to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until August
16, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Political Affairs Officer. The post is located in the
front office of the Assistant Secretary-General for
Africa in the Single Regional Political Operational
Structure of the Departments of Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs and Peace Operations.
Applications are accepted until September 21, 2024.
More information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Programme Management Officer to be based in
Gebze, Turkey. Applications are accepted until August
28, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Senior Legal Officer to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until September
20, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Specialist in Communications & Knowledge
Management to be based in the United States-
Washington, D.C. Applications are accepted until
August 30, 2024. More information is provided at
[WHO].
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The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
an Advisor, Internal Communication to be based in
the United States-Washington, D.C. Applications are
accepted until August 28, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHQO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Business Operations Assistant to be based in
Greece-Athens. Applications are accepted until August
28, 2024. More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Regional Adviser, Research Promotion and
Research Governance. The primary location for the
position is Egypt-Cairo. Applications are accepted until
August 25, 2024. More information is provided at
[WHOI.

The World Bank is looking for an Analyst to be based
in Washington, DC, United States. Applications are
accepted until August 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [WB].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a National Legal Specialist. This is a
Home-Based position. Applications are accepted until
August 23, 2024. More information is provided at
[FAO].

The UN Women is looking for an Economic
Empowerment Specialist, Gender-Responsive
Procurement to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Applications are accepted until August 23, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Project Manager,
Gender-responsive Governance, Women'’s
Leadership, and Participation to be based in Macei6
- AL, Brazil. Applications are accepted until September
8, 2024. More information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Programme Assistant
- Women'’s Economic Empowerment Thematic Area
to be based in Belém - PA, Brazil. Applications are
accepted until August 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Women].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a
Partnership Officer to be based in Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until August 26, 2024. More
information is provided at [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for an
Immigration Legal Assistant to be based in Glendale,
AZ, United States. Applications are accepted until
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January 13, 2025. More information is provided at
[DRC].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for an
International Consultant - TVET Coordinator. This is
a remote position. Applications are accepted until
August 22, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNESCO].

The University of Bedfordshire is looking for a
Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Law. Applications are
accepted until August 28, 2024. More information is
provided at [Bedfordshire].

The Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences at
the University of Exeter is looking for a Professor or
Associate Professor in Law (Education and
Research). Applications are accepted until August 22,
2024. More information is provided at [Exeter].

The Department of International Relations at the
London School of Economics and Political Science is
looking for an Assistant Professor in International
Relations. Applications are accepted until September
9, 2024. More information is provided at [LSE].

The Victoria University of Wellington is looking for a
Lecturer in Strategic Studies. Applications are
accepted until October 1, 2024. More information is
provided at [VUW].

Pembroke College wishes to appoint a part-time
College Lecturer in Politics. Applications are accepted
until September 1, 2024. More information is provided
at [Pembroke].

Victoria University of Wellington is looking for a
Lecturer in International Relations. Applications are
accepted until October 1, 2024. More information is
provided at [VUW].
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Glaser (hg), Jasmine Ayesha Pidoux (jp), Ji Fang (jf), Lucas
Meier (Im), Muhammad Syammakh Daffa Alghazali (ma),
Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Rachel Lim (rl), Riya de los Reyes
(rr), Saw Eh Ta Mu (sm), Saw Khu Doh Soe (ss), Shekinah
Annuncia (sa), Shreya Goyal (sg), Sirikorn Indrayodha (si),
Thomas van Oeveren (to), Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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