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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Ukraine’s and
Uruguay's Independence Day, Estonia’s Restoration of
Independence Day and Afghanistan’s Victory Day this
week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Legal affairs office for Belt and
Road Initiative projects opened

(jf) Shaanxi province in northwestern China has
launched the country's first provincial-level office
dedicated to international legal affairs, with a
particular focus on the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
The office, which opened early August in Xi'an, the
historic starting point of the ancient Silk Road, aims to
bolster legal infrastructure and services related to the
BRI, China's expansive global infrastructure project
now entering its second decade.

The new office is expected to play a key role in
developing a demonstration zone for international
business law services, specifically catering to the needs
of the BRI. This includes training legal professionals in
international matters, conducting research on legal



theory, and offering internationally focused legal
services.

The initiative is part of a broader national strategy
emphasizing the importance of "foreign-related rule of
law" within the context of China's ongoing economic
opening and its diplomatic efforts. This concept,
introduced in 2020, seeks to harmonize Chinese law
with foreign and international legal frameworks as
Beijing's global influence continues to expand, and as
competition with the West intensifies.

Shaanxi's justice department has been actively
improving its legal infrastructure in recent years,
establishing a research center to address legal issues
between China and Central Asia and introducing new
guidelines for foreign-related legal services. As part of
these efforts, over 43 law firms and 211 lawyers in
Shaanxi have joined a special group supporting the
legal aspects of the BRI, with 236 lawyers recognized as
top international legal experts.

The establishment of this office signals a growing focus
on legal diplomacy and China's ambition to build a
robust legal foundation for its international projects,
particularly within the BRI framework. [South China
Morning Post]

China: Law to ease marriage requirement
proposed

(jf) China has introduced a revised draft law aimed at
making it easier for couples to marry, while imposing
stricter conditions for divorce, sparking widespread
criticism from netizens and becoming a trending topic
online. Released on August 13 by the Ministry of Civil
Affairs for public feedback, the draft law is part of a
broader effort to create a "family-friendly society" as
policymakers grapple with declining marriage and birth
rates amid years of population decline.

One key change in the proposed law removes regional
restrictions for marriage, allowing couples to register
their marriage anywhere, rather than being limited to
the location of their household registration. However,
divorces will face a more stringent process, with the
introduction of a 30-day "cooling off" period during
which either party can withdraw the application and
halt the divorce.

Under the revised draft law, couples applying for
marriage certificates in China will no longer be
required to submit their hukou (household registration
documents). Instead, they will only need to present
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their ID cards and sign declarations affirming they are
neither currently married nor closely related. The
proposed removal of the hukou, which traditionally
contains detailed information such as marital status
and family composition, has sparked concerns online
about the risk of identity theft and bigamy. [China
Daily]

In response to these concerns, the draft law
emphasizes that authorities will strengthen data
sharing between the ministries of foreign affairs and
public security to ensure that marriage records are
"updated in a timely manner and remain accurate,
complete, and secure." Legal experts have supported
this move, arguing that the hukou is not a reliable form
of proof for marriage eligibility. They point out that a
recently completed nationwide marriage data network
has made it extremely difficult to falsify marital status,
further reducing the risk of fraud in the marriage
process, as it updates in a timely manner, while
someone may fail to update their marital status
promptly with hukou still showing unmarried status.
[Weibo in Chinese]

This proposal comes at a time when marriage rates in
China are falling sharply. In the first half of this year,
3.43 million couples were married, a drop of 498,000
compared to the same period last year, marking the
lowest figure since 2013, according to official data.
Many young Chinese are delaying or forgoing marriage
due to concerns about job security and economic
uncertainty, as the country faces a slowdown in
growth.

Marriage remains closely tied to childbearing in China,
with policies requiring a marriage certificate for
parents to register their child and access benefits.
Despite government efforts to encourage marriage
and family formation, economic challenges and
shifting attitudes toward relationships have led many
to reconsider traditional paths to family life. [Reuters]

China: Anti cross-border corruption law in
the making

(jf) China's plan to introduce a law targeting cross-
border corruption marks a step toward enhancing its
domestic anti-corruption legal framework and
expanding its legislative capabilities in foreign affairs,
according to experts. This initiative follows the
adoption of a resolution during the third plenary
session of the 20th Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, held in Beijing last month.
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The resolution, aimed at comprehensively deepening
reform to support Chinese modernization over the
next five years, outlines the need to strengthen
national anti-corruption legislation. It includes revising
the Supervision Law and drafting a new law to counter
transnational corruption, which covers corrupt acts
committed by individuals or companies beyond China's
borders.

Experts highlight that transnational corruption
encompasses not only the planning and coordination
of corrupt activities but also the transfer of assets and
money laundering after the corrupt acts have taken
place.

The new will bolster China's efforts to pursue corrupt
individuals abroad, enhance the integrity of Chinese
enterprises engaged in international commerce, and
facilitate stronger law enforcement cooperation with
other nations. By addressing transnational corruption,
the legislation is expected to contribute to deeper
global collaboration in combating corruption and
promoting transparency in international business
dealings. [China Daily]

China: Two more prominent Chinese
football officials arrested in a corruption
probe

(jf) On August 19, China sentenced two more former
senior sports officials to lengthy prison terms as part
of the country's ongoing nationwide corruption
crackdown in the sports sector.

Li Yuyi, a former vice-chairman of the Chinese Football
Association (CFA), received an 11-year sentence for
accepting over RMB 12 million (USD 1.7 million) in
bribes between 2004 and 2021. In addition to his CFA
role, Li served as the party secretary and head of
Shanghai's Jinshan district and held several other high-
ranking positions during this period. The verdict,
delivered by an intermediate court in Hubei province,
revealed that Li had used his influence to assist
football clubs facing relegation and helped companies
secure construction projects during his leadership of
Jinshan, the CFA, and the Chinese Super League
Company, which manages commercial affairs for the
country’s top professional football league.

In a separate ruling, another court in Hubei handed Fu
Xiang, a former director of the sports administrative
center in Wuhan and vice-chairman of the Wuhan
Football Association, an 11-year sentence for
embezzlement and both accepting and offering bribes.
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The specific timeline of Fu's offenses was not provided
by Xinhua, the state news agency.

Li's case is one of the longest-running investigations
among a string of high-profile officials targeted over
the past year. While these probes have spanned
various sports administrations, including track and
field, rowing, and winter sports, football has been at
the heart of the investigations, with charges ranging
from bribery to match-fixing. [South China Morning
Post]

China: Signs indicate stagnant economic
recovery

(jf) China's economic recovery continues to face
significant challenges as domestic demand,
investment, and exports - the "troika" of growth
drivers - remain underwhelming. The General
Administration of Customs data from August showed
that exports grew by only 7.0 percent in July 2024,
lower than June'’s 8.6 percent and well below the
forecasted 9.7 percent. Compared to 2022, July exports
dropped by 9.7 percent. With China’s manufacturing
purchasing managers' index (PMI) remaining in
contraction territory at 49.4 in July, slightly down from
49.5 in June, the country’s manufacturing sector is
struggling. This weakening manufacturing activity is
likely to reduce exports further, casting doubt on the
potential for near-term economic growth.

Despite official data from the National Bureau of
Statistics indicating a 5.0 percent year-on-year GDP
growth for the first half of 2024, analysts estimate that
actual growth may be as low as 2.4 percent. This
suggests that China is unlikely to meet its official
growth target of around 5 percent by the end of the
year. Concerns are also mounting that Beijing could
manipulate official data to ensure that targets appear
to be met, a practice that risks undermining investor
confidence and damaging credibility. [Sino Insider]

Additionally, China's factory output slowed for the
third consecutive month in July; although industrial
output grew 5.1 percent year-on-year, it marked a
deceleration from June’s 5.3 percent and fell short of
the 5.2 percent increase predicted by analysts. Other
indicators also pointed to sluggish demand. Oil
refinery output dropped by 6.1 percent year-on-year,
and crude steel production fell for the second
consecutive month. Fixed asset investment expanded
3.6 percent in the first seven months of 2024
compared to the same period last year but missed
expectations of 3.9 percent growth. [Reuters 1]
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Further signs of economic stress are evident in the
People’s Bank of China's (PBoC) recent round of rate
cuts. InJuly, the PBoC lowered its seven-day reverse
repo rate, loan prime rates, and medium-term lending
facility (MLF) rates in an effort to stimulate growth and
mitigate financial risks, particularly in the struggling
real estate sector (see AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5). These
rate cuts, aimed at easing downward pressure, have
been interpreted as an attempt to counter the
negative effects of China's economic slowdown and
restrictive political environment. However, given the
persistent property sector crisis, these moves are
expected to have limited impact.

The real estate market, a crucial pillar of China’s
economy, remains in deep distress. Data from China
Index Academy in August highlighted that the average
price of second-hand homes in 100 cities has fallen for
27 consecutive months, with a 6.58 percent year-on-
year decline in July. China's new home prices fell by 4.9
percent year-on-year in July, marking the steepest
decline since June 2015, according to Reuters
calculations based on data from the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS). This drop was more pronounced
than the 4.5 percent decline in June.

On a monthly basis, new home prices continued to
slide for the 13th consecutive month, dropping 0.7
percent, in line with June's pace of decline. Many cities
have begun lifting price caps on new homes, which
could signal further declines in property prices and
exacerbate financial risks.

Of the 70 cities surveyed by the NBS, only Shanghai
and Xi'an saw a month-on-month increase in new
home prices, with Shanghai being the only city to
register a rise in resale home prices. As unsold housing
stock continues to accumulate across the country,
some property developers have resorted to
unconventional promotional tactics in a bid to clear
inventory. These promotions reflect the severity of the
real estate crisis, which has placed additional pressure
on both developers and the broader economy.
[Reuters 2]

Adding to the challenges, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) proposed a plan for China’s central
government to use fiscal resources to complete
unfinished housing projects. The IMF estimated this
would cost around 5.5 percent of GDP over four years
- approximately USD 1 trillion. Chinese authorities
rejected this proposal, indicating they may not have
the financial capacity to address the crisis or
implement solutions to stabilize the real estate sector.
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In summary, while China’s leadership continues to
assert confidence in meeting its economic growth
targets, the reality points to deep structural issues.
With exports slowing, manufacturing contracting, and
the property sector in decline, Beijing may need to
pursue more robust and far-reaching reforms to avoid
long-term stagnation. [Sino Insider]

China: Premier Li Qiang vows to boost
consumption

(jf) China's Premier Li Qiang emphasized the need for
significant efforts to revitalize the economy during a
cabinet plenary session on August 16. Li outlined plans
to stimulate consumption by increasing household
incomes in both urban and rural areas, tailoring
support to meet the specific needs of different
population groups. [Reuters]

This call for action comes as China’s economy struggles
to regain momentum following a lackluster
performance in July, when consumer spending lagged
behind industrial activity and investment. Although
industrial output grew by 5.1 percent year-on-year, it
was a slight slowdown from June's 5.3 percent
increase. The sluggish recovery has led to growing
concerns about China’s economic trajectory for the
rest of 2024, with many analysts calling for more
substantial stimulus measures to address deep-seated
issues rather than merely addressing surface-level pain
points.

Expectations for a strong post-pandemic recovery have
not materialized, and officials face mounting pressure
to enact growth-boosting measures for the USD 19
trillion economy, which has faltered after five quarters
of uneven growth. The government is aiming for a
modest economic growth target of around 5 percent
this year, but recent indicators paint a challenging
picture for the second half of 2024. In July, new bank
loans dropped to a 15-year low, while exports and
factory output showed significant weakness amid
likewarm domestic demand.

The second-quarter economic growth rate of 4.7
percent year-on-year, slower than anticipated, reflects
persistent consumer caution and strained trade
relations with major markets. This downturn suggests
the possibility of prolonged sluggishness, raising the
likelihood of additional intervention by policymakers.

One area of particular concern is the property sector.
New home prices fell at the fastest rate in nine years in
June, despite government efforts to stabilize the
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market. July's credit data revealed a contraction of
RMB 210 billion (USD 29.37 billion) in household loans,
primarily mortgages, marking a stark contrast to the
RMB 570.9 billion rise in June. The property sector,
which has long been a critical driver of growth, now
weighs heavily on household wealth, with around 70
percent of household assets tied to real estate,
contributing to the reluctance of consumers to spend.
[First Post]

China: Revised anti-money laundering law
to include ‘virtual assets’

(dgl) China's Supreme Court and Supreme People’s
Procuratorate have revised the country's Anti-Money
Laundering (AML) laws to include "virtual asset"
transactions, marking the first significant update to the
AML law since its adoption on January 1, 2007.

During a conference, held on August 19, the
authorities noted that digital transactions used to
transfer and convert criminal proceeds are now
recognized as a form of money laundering, subject to
regulations against concealing the source and nature
of illicit funds.

Penalties for such offenses range from fines of RMB
10,000 to 200,000 (USD 1,400 to 28,000) and prison
terms of five to ten years. The updated guidelines also
provide clearer definitions of "serious circumstances"
in money laundering cases, such as non-cooperation
with authorities or laundering amounts exceeding RMB
5 million (USD 700,000).

Marking a 20-fold increase from, 2,971 people were
prosecuted for money laundering in China in 2023,
according to the Supreme People’s Procuratorate.

Additionally, a recent case in Qingdao involved a
network using stablecoin Tether to launder over RMB 8
million (USD 1.1 million) for criminal enterprises. The
syndicate allegedly used business licenses and IDs to
open accounts for receiving illicit funds, converting
them into USDT, and returning them to criminals for a
commission. Nine individuals are currently facing
prosecution in connection with this case.
[Cointelegraph]

China: Evergrande onshore unit
administrator requests information from
creditors
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(jf) The administrator of Guangzhou Kailong Real
Estate, a key onshore subsidiary of the beleaguered
Evergrande Group, has requested that creditors
submit detailed claims of the debt owed to them in
preparation for the first creditor meeting, scheduled
for November 14. This comes after the Guangzhou
Intermediate People's Court mandated the
commencement of bankruptcy and liquidation
procedures for Guangzhou Kailong and appointed a
liquidation group as the entity's administrator (see AiR
No. 33, August/2024, 2).

This legal move was triggered by a bankruptcy petition
filed by Vanward, a Shenzhen-based electric appliance
manufacturer, in connection with a RMB 200 million
(USD 27.9 million) investment dispute. The court ruling
follows earlier actions against Evergrande, including a
Hong Kong court's order in January to liquidate China
Evergrande Group after the company failed to present
an adequate restructuring plan for its USD 23 billion in
offshore debt (see AiR No. 5, January/2024, 5).
However, Hong Kong's liquidation order does not carry
automatic enforcement within mainland China.

Kailong's administrator, in a formal notice issued to
creditors on August 15, requested the submission of
debt claims by November 7, as reflected in filings on
the official enterprise bankruptcy information
platform. Despite these developments, Evergrande’s
flagship mainland entity, Hengda Real Estate,
reassured stakeholders that Kailong's bankruptcy
would not disrupt its regular business operations,
including the ongoing completion and delivery of
homes to buyers. [Reuters]

China: Bondholders approve restructuring
of offshore debt with real estate
developer Kaisa

(jf) On August 20, Kaisa Group, a prominent Chinese
property developer, announced an agreement with a
key group of bondholders to restructure its offshore
debt, involving the exchange of existing debt for new
notes and shares in the company. Kaisa, based in
Shenzhen, has been navigating a complex offshore
debt restructuring process since defaulting on USD 12
billion in offshore bonds in late 2021. The restructuring
deal also includes other liabilities such as loans and
yuan-denominated asset-backed securities.

As the second-largest offshore debt issuer among
Chinese developers, after China Evergrande Group,
Kaisa has been in the spotlight since becoming the first
Chinese developer to default on dollar bonds in 2015.
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The wider real estate sector in China has faced a debt
crisis since mid-2021, leading to numerous defaults
among developers, with only a small number
managing to complete their offshore debt
restructuring.

On August 20, Kaisa's shares dipped 1.9 percent,
following a more than 10 percent rise earlier in the
day. The Hang Seng Mainland Properties Index also fell
by 2 percent. Kaisa's filing outlines that the company
will issue six tranches of senior notes with maturities
between 2027 and 2032, offering 5 percent to 6.25
percent in cash interest. Additionally, eight tranches of
mandatory convertible bonds maturing from 2025 to
2032 will be converted into shares based on a pre-
determined allocation ratio.

To aid in reducing debt and improving liquidity, Kaisa
announced that sponsors, including chairman Kwok
Ying Shing, may contribute RMB 115 million (USD 16
million) in shareholder loans through one or more
rights issues. The company may also introduce a
management incentive plan, issuing up to 3.33 percent
of ordinary shares to its personnel after full
redemption of a tranche of the new notes. The
bondholder group supporting the restructuring plan
represents over 34 percent of Kaisa's debt involved in
the restructuring and over 36 percent of the debt of its
subsidiary Rui Jing. The developer has encouraged
other creditors to agree to the plan by September 12,
offering a 0.1 percent consent fee in the form of
Tranche A New Notes to those who sign the
agreement. [Reuters]

China: June sees largest decline in diesel
demand in three years

(jf) China's diesel demand dropped by 11 percent year-
on-year in June, reaching 3.9 million barrels per day,
marking the largest decline since July 2021, according
to the U.S. Energy Information Administration's (EIA's)
report on August 14. The continued weakness in
China's fuel demand has significantly impacted global
oil markets, causing concern among market
participants who had anticipated that the world's
second-largest economy would remain a driver of
growth.

In light of these developments, the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) revised its 2024
oil demand forecast downward, making the first
adjustment since the outlook was released over a year
ago. The move reflects lowered expectations for
China's economic performance. Similarly, the
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International Energy Agency (IEA), based in Paris, cut its
2025 demand forecast, citing concerns about the
faltering Chinese economy.

China's diesel consumption hit a record high last year,
but demand has plummeted sharply since the second
quarter of this year, according to the EIA. This decline
is primarily driven by two key factors: the slowdown in
China's property sector, which has hampered
economic growth, and the increasing use of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) as a substitute for diesel in heavy-
duty trucks.

The EIA observed that, along with a decline in diesel
usage due to a slowdown in economic activity within
the construction and property sector, a small but
increasing segment of China's trucking fleet is
transitioning to LNG as a fuel alternative This shift
reflects a broader trend of energy transition, further
contributing to the slump in diesel demand. [Reuters]

China: More funds to help agricultural
areas affected by natural disasters
announced

(jf) China's central bank announced on August 13 that
it will allocate an additional RMB 100 billion (USD 14
billion) to banks in a bid to support the rebuilding
efforts in regions devastated by recent floods. This
comes after extreme weather, including Typhoon
Gaemi, record rainfall in southern rice-growing areas,
and heat waves across northern corn and wheat
regions, damaged around 6 million acres of crops (see
AiR No. 31, July/2024, 5).

As the world's largest agricultural importer, China has
faced significant challenges in recent weeks, prompting
Vice Premier Liu Guozhong to call for the agricultural
sector to strive for a strong autumn harvest. In
response, the People's Bank of China (PBOC)
announced the release of RMB 100 billion via a re-
lending facility to support flood prevention and
reconstruction efforts in 12 affected areas.

The funds will be directed toward Fujian, Guangdong,
Henan, Heilongjiang, Hunan, Jilin, Jiangxi, Liaoning,
Shaanxi, Sichuan, Chongging, and the Guangxi region,
with a focus on assisting farmers, small and micro-
sized enterprises, and households. This measure aims
to mitigate the economic damage caused by natural
disasters.

China’s Ministry of Emergency Management reported
that the country incurred RMB 76.9 billion (USD 10.1
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billion) in economic losses from natural disasters in the
past month, with 88 percent of those losses resulting
from heavy rains and floods. The central bank's move
is seen as a crucial step to bolster the recovery and
support those most affected by the widespread
damage. [Reuters]

China: New import quota for gold set

(jf) Several Chinese banks have been granted new gold
import quotas by the People's Bank of China (PBOC) in
August, signaling expectations of renewed demand
despite the current high prices, according to sources
cited by Reuters. This decision comes after a two-
month pause in issuing quotas, which was largely
driven by slower physical demand as gold prices
surged. Spot gold has climbed 21 percent so far this
year, reaching a record high of USD 2,500.99 per ounce
as of August 16, boosted by a weakening dollar and
expectations of U.S. monetary easing in September.

Chinese buying played a pivotal role in driving gold's
rally during March and April, and analysts suggest that
aresurgence in demand could further elevate prices.
However, one source noted that although the quotas
have been issued, the relatively low local premium
compared to offshore prices means they may not be
fully utilized until demand conditions improve. While
jewelry demand remains sluggish, investment demand
for gold is still robust.

The PBOC has a history of limiting gold import quotas
during periods of yuan weakness against the dollar,
but sources indicate that this year's pause was
primarily due to muted demand from the banks
themselves. Analysts noted that limited gold imports
reflect an adequately supplied domestic market, with
the PBOC's continued pause on gold purchases
reinforcing this view. China's central bank has held off
from adding to its gold reserves for the third
consecutive month in July, with its holdings at 72.8
million fine troy ounces. Despite this, the PBOC was
the largest buyer of gold in 2023, acquiring a net 7.23
million ounces, according to the World Gold Council.

Signs of weak demand are also evident in the
discounts being offered by Chinese dealers on gold.
This week, discounts ranged from USD 8.5to a USD 5
premium per ounce, compared to premiums as high as
USD 18 early August. Additionally, low trading volumes
on the Shanghai Gold Exchange (SGE) reflect subdued
market activity, though traders expect volumes to rise
again towards the end of August and into September.
[Reuters]
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China: Funding for veterans and active
military members to be increased

(jf) Beijing has announced plans to increase financial
support for military personnel and veterans, under
new amendments to the regulations on military
subsidies and benefits, which will take effect on
October 1. The revisions, introduced by the Central
Military Commission and the State Council, shift more
of the financial burden to the central government,
while reducing the pressure on local governments,
many of which are grappling with debt.

The central government will now take on primary
responsibility for providing financial assistance, with
provinces expected to increase their contributions.
This funding will cover a range of benefits, including
medical care, support for families of military
personnel, compensation for injuries or deaths
incurred during service, and housing, education, and
transportation for veterans. These changes are
expected to ease the financial strain on local
governments while reinforcing support for the military,
particularly for the 2 million active-duty members of
the People's Liberation Army (PLA), its 500,000-strong
armed police force, and 57 million veterans. The
reforms are part of broader efforts to improve
conditions for military personnel and assist veterans in
their transition to civilian life.

Additionally, the amendments encourage society to
foster a "strong atmosphere of patriotism" and
emphasize respect and support for military personnel.
New provisions clarify eligibility for compensation in
cases of injury or death in the line of duty and impose
stricter penalties on government departments and
enterprises that fail to meet their obligations to
military personnel and veterans.

Another notable change focuses on supporting military
spouses by helping them find jobs or start businesses,
rather than relying on government-arranged
employment, further enhancing the support system
for military families. These amendments reflect China's
ongoing commitment to strengthening its military and
addressing the welfare of those who serve. [South
China Morning Post]

China: Press freedom in Hong Kong
continues to deteriorate
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(jf) Press freedom in Hong Kong has continued to
decline, according to a recent survey of media
professionals in the city. The findings reveal that the
newly enacted national security law for Hong Kong (see
AIR No. 13, March/2024, 4) has had a "significant
impact" on the industry.

Reporters noted growing reluctance to criticize the
government, increasing difficulty in performing the
media's role as a watchdog, and challenges in
accessing information, according to the Hong Kong
Journalists Association (HKJA) survey published on
August 20.

The Press Freedom Index, which assesses media
freedom in Hong Kong based on ten factors,
highlighted several areas of concern, including self-
censorship, pressure from media owners or managers,
and hesitance to critique both local and central
authorities. The survey, conducted by the Hong Kong
Public Opinion Research Institute (PORI) between
March and May, gathered responses from 1,007
members of the public and 251 journalists.

While media workers expressed heightened alarm, the
general public appeared less concerned about the
erosion of press freedom. In fact, the public's press
freedom rating slightly increased to 42.2 out of 100, up
from 41.4 last year. Nonetheless, many respondents
from the public did observe a reduction in the diversity
of viewpoints in the media, despite other factors in the
index showing modest improvement in 2023. [Hong
Kong Free Press]

Japan: Ruling party schedules leadership
election for September 27

(rl) On August 18, Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) announced that it will hold its leadership
election on September 27.

This election is particularly significant as it will
determine the next leader of the LDP, who will succeed
Fumio Kishida as the Prime Minister of Japan. Kishida,
who has served as Prime Minister since October 2021,
announced that he will not seek re-election as LDP
leader (see article below). Consequently, he will step
down as prime minister, following the tradition in
Japan where the LDP leader also serves as head of
government.

Given the LDP's majority in the lower house, the party's
next leader is almost certain to become the next prime
minister. [Reuters 2]
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The leadership contest is expected to be closely
watched, with several key figures in the party likely to
vie for the top position. There has already been
discussion of potential candidates, including Japan's
current Digital Minister Taro Kono who is expected to
announce his candidacy on August 26. Additionally,
former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba is widely
considered one of the most suitable candidates,
according to latest polls. [Reuters 1] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to
step down

(rl) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida effectively announced
his resignation on August 13 bowing to pressure from
within his party amid rising unpopularity. Kishida, who
has served since October 2021, faced declining
approval ratings due to a series of scandals within the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the economic strain
of rising inflation. In April, there were revelations of
undeclared income and the accumulation of slush
funds within the factions (see AiR No. 17, April/2024, 4).

Kishida stated that he would not run in the LDP
leadership contest in September, a decision he said he
made to pave the way for political reform and to
restore public trust in the government. Kishida's
tenure was marked by efforts to maintain Japan's
economic policies while grappling with challenges such
as a shrinking population, economic stagnation, and
ballooning debt. Despite these efforts, his
administration struggled to gain widespread public
support. His decision to step down revives concerns
about a return to Japan's historical pattern of short-
lived prime ministers, which had largely been
interrupted by the long tenure of former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe.

During his time in office, Kishida worked closely with
President Biden to strengthen military and economic
ties between Japan, the United States, and South
Korea. He also significantly increased Japan's defense
budget, breaking with decades of spending restraints,
to better position Japan amid growing regional
tensions involving North Korea and China (see AiR No.
16, April/2024, 3).

As the LDP prepares to select its next leader, potential
candidates include Taro Kono, the current digital
minister, who lost to Kishida in the 2021 leadership
race; Toshimitsu Motegi, the party's secretary-general;
Sanae Takaichi, a hard-line conservative who could
become the party's first female leader; and Shigeru
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Ishiba, a prominent official who has run for the post
four times.

Kishida's departure comes as Japan faces severe
domestic and international challenges, including
managing inflation, maintaining economic stability, and
navigating geopolitical uncertainties. The choice of the
next LDP leader will be crucial in determining the
country’s path forward during these turbulent times.
[The New York Times][Reuters]

Japan: Former Minister for Economic
Security announces bid for LDP leadership

(ga) Former Japanese Economic Security Minister
Takayuki Kobayashi has announced his candidacy for
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's (LDP) presidential
election, scheduled for September 27 (see article
above). His decision comes following Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida's announcement that he will
not seek re-election. At a press conference in Tokyo on
August 19, Kobayashi emphasized his commitment to
revitalizing the LDP, aiming to eliminate faction-based
elections and restore public trust in the party tainted
by recent scandals involving political factions and slush
funds.

On the policy front, Kobayashi outlined a platform
centered on economic revival and reform. He
articulated a belief that economic priorities should take
precedence over public finances, advocating for the
development of a world-leading strategic industry in
Japan. Kobayashi also proposed measures to combat
rising prices, intending to launch within the year.

In foreign and security policy, Kobayashi stated that
Japan should position itself as a bridge between the
Global South and developed nations in Europe and
America, aiming to strengthen the international order
and lead in a unique way that aligns with Japan's
capabilities.

Domestically, he plans to address social security
concerns by revising the current system, which he
believes burdens young people. He intends to mobilize
all policies to significantly increase the take-home pay
for the younger generation.

Regarding constitutional reform, Kobayashi highlighted
the urgency of creating a new emergency clause and
explicitly mentioning the Self-Defense Forces in the
constitution. He argued that crisis management is the
essence of politics and expressed his determination to
propose these reforms enthusiastically.
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Kobayashi's campaign has already gathered the
support of over 20 lawmakers, primarily mid-ranking
and young members from several old factions. His
candidacy marks the first official entry into what is
expected to be a highly competitive LDP presidential
election, with more than 10 lawmakers likely to be put
forward as candidates. [NHK] [Nippon.com]

Japan: Ex-LDP lawmaker Megumi Hirose
resigns amid salary fraud investigation

(rl) Megumi Hirose, a former member of Japan's ruling
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), has resigned from the
House of Councillors following an ongoing
investigation into alleged salary fraud, with allegations
that one of her secretaries had fraudulently received a
salary using state funds. [The Japan Times]

The case involves a secretary who was reportedly paid
a salary despite having no official duties. Hirose, who
had already left the LDP in July when prosecutors
launched the investigation, admitted to using the funds
allocated for the secretary to cover office expenses.

Her resignation is expected to trigger a by-election for
her seat in Iwate Prefecture in October. This
development comes at a time when the LDP is under
intense scrutiny, facing multiple scandals, including the
failure of some factions to report portions of their
fundraising income and the creation of slush funds
(see AIR No. 17, April/2024, 4). [Kyodo News]

Japan: Ministers visit controversial war
shrine on World War Il anniversary

(r) On August 15, Japan marked the anniversary of its
defeat in World War Il with visits by at least three
cabinet ministers to the Yasukuni Shrine, a site seen by
other Asian nations as a symbol of Japan’s wartime
aggression.

Defense Minister Minoru Kihara, Economic Security
Minister Sanae Takaichi, and Economic Revitalization
Chief Yoshitaka Shindo visited the shrine in Tokyo,
which honors 2.5 million war dead, including 14
convicted war criminals. Minister Kihara expressed his
condolences to those who sacrificed their lives, stating,
"l would like to express my heartfelt condolences today
to all those who sacrificed their precious lives and pay
my deepest respect.”
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Japan's government noted that the ministers visited
the shrine in a private capacity, emphasizing that it is
"natural for any nation to pay respect to those who
have given their lives for their country."

However, the visits have sparked reactions from
neighboring countries. South Korea, which was under
Japanese colonial rule for 35 years, urged Japanese
leaders to "face history and demonstrate humble
reflection and genuine introspection." China also
expressed its disapproval, stating that the actions of
some Japanese dignitaries reflect a "wrong attitude"
toward historical issues.

The Yasukuni Shrine, established in 1869, has long
been a focal point of controversy. Supporters argue
that it commemorates all war dead, not just those
associated with Japan’s wartime actions. However,
visits by high-ranking officials often stir regional
tensions, as seen when former Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe's visit in 2013 prompted criticism from then-U.S.
President Barack Obama.

Prime Minister Kishida, who has announced to step
down in September (see article above), opted to send
an offering instead of visiting the shrine personally.
Among those considered potential successors is Sanae
Takaichi, one of the ministers who visited the shrine.
[Reuters][South China Morning Post]

Japan: Tokyo's Yasukuni shrine defaced
again with graffiti

(rl) Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine, a site associated with
Japan’s wartime history, was once again targeted by
vandals on August 19, with graffiti found on a stone
pillar at the entrance. The incident follows a similar act
of vandalism in June, and Japanese police have
launched an investigation into the matter.

The graffiti consisted of Chinese characters and Latin
alphabet letters, with words like "toilet" written in
Chinese, suggesting a potential connection to the
previous incident. In that case, a Chinese national
residing in Japan was indicted for property damage
and desecration of the shrine (see AiR No. 24,
June/2024, 2).

The vandalism at Yasukuni Shrine, which honors
Japan’'s war dead, including World War Il leaders
convicted as war criminals, often provokes strong
reactions, particularly from neighboring countries
China and South Korea. This latest defacement is likely
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to further strain diplomatic relations, as similar
incidents in the past have sparked controversy.

The shrine has been a longstanding source of friction
between Japan and its neighbors, with many in China
and South Korea viewing it as a symbol of Japan'’s past
militarism. [AP] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Economy surges amid strong
consumption, paving way for more rate
hikes

(rl) Japan's economy expanded by an annualized 3.1
percent in the second quarter of 2024, far exceeding
expectations and rebounding from a contraction
earlier this year. This growth was driven by a significant
increase in private consumption, marking the first rise
in over a year, and supporting the case for another
interest rate hike by the Bank of Japan (BO)).

The BOJ had anticipated that a solid economic recovery
would help sustain inflation at its 2 percent target,
justifying further rate increases after its recent hike.
The latest data shows a 0.8 percent quarterly GDP
growth, surpassing economists' forecasts, and
indicates that the economic recovery is on track,
bolstered by real wage growth.

Private consumption, which accounts for more than
half of Japan's economic output, rose by 1.0 percent,
significantly above the expected 0.5 percent increase.
This surge in spending, coupled with strong capital
expenditure and tourism-driven retail sales, points to a
resilient economy. In addition, an influx of tourism has
also helped the recovery, where spending by tourists is
expected to reach JPY 8 trillion (USD 54.74 billion).

However, public discontent over rising living costs and
inflation has contributed to the resignation of Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida, who announced that he would
step down next month (see article above). His
departure raises questions about the timing of further
BOJ rate hikes, especially with the possibility of a snap
election in the fall.

The BOJ, which remains an outlier among global
central banks in raising rates, faces challenges ahead,
including managing the economic impact of global
downturn risks and market volatility. Despite these
uncertainties, analysts believe that the BOJ will likely
raise rates again later this year, as Japan continues to
navigate its economic recovery amidst a complex
global landscape. [CNN] [Reuters]
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Japan: Plans for missile range on remote
island for long-range defense drills
unveiled

(ga) Japan's Ministry of Defense has announced plans
to establish a new missile range on the easternmost
island Minamitorishima, located about 1,848
kilometers southwest of Tokyo. This range will be used
for testing and training with the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force's (JGSDF) Type 12 Surface-to-Ship Missile
(SSM), among other long-range missiles. The range will
also support drills involving the improved Type 12 SSM,
which has an range of 1,200 kilometers.

The decision stems from Japan’s limited landmass,
which has constrained the JSDF's ability to conduct live-
fire exercises. Currently, the effective range of Japan’s
domestic missile ranges does not accommodate the
long-range capabilities of the JGSDF's SSM and Medium
Range Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) units, forcing them
to conduct such training abroad, including at Beecroft
Weapons Range in Australia and the Pacific Missile
Range Facility in Hawaii.

The establishment of the new range on
Minamitorishima will eliminate the need for overseas
travel for testing and training, allowing more frequent
exercises and maintaining the readiness of the JSDF's
missile units.

Minamitorishima is part of the Tokyo prefecture with
no permanent residents. The island houses a small
outpost manned by the Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force JMSDF) and personnel from the Japan
Meteorological Agency.

The first live-fire exercises at the new range are
expected to occur within the next two years, with more
regular drills planned to begin in fiscal year 2026. The
Defense Ministry has already briefed the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government and Ogasawara Village
officials about the plan and acknowledged local
concerns regarding safety and environmental impact.
[Naval News] [NHK World-Japan]

Japan: Defense ministry eyes record
budget for FY 2025

(rl) Japan's Defense Ministry is preparing to request a
record-breaking budget of over JPY 8 trillion (USD 54
billion) for the fiscal year 2025, aiming to enhance the
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nation's defense capabilities in response to growing
security concerns in the region. This would be the first
time the ministry seeks a budget exceeding JPY 8
trillion, surpassing the previous record of JPY 7.9
trillion allocated for fiscal 2024.

The proposed budget includes funding for acquiring
advanced military technologies, particularly attack
drones, which are seen as "game-changers" for future
combat scenarios. These drones are intended to
strengthen the security of the southwestern Nansei
island chain, a strategically important area due to its
proximity to Taiwan.

The budget request is part of Japan's broader effort to
bolster its defense capabilities in the face of mounting
security challenges from China, North Korea, and
Russia. The government has committed to significantly
increasing defense spending, aiming to nearly double
annual defense expenditures to about 2 percent of
GDP by fiscal 2027.

This move follows Japan's revised security policies,
which were updated in 2022 to address the evolving
security landscape in the Asia-Pacific region. Among
the core measures adopted in the new national
security plan are the acquisition of enemy base strike
capabilities to be utilized in the event of an emergency
and under specific circumstances as core part of a
“fundamental reinforcement of Japan’s defense
capabilities,” and an increase of defense spending of
about 2 percent of gross domestic product to fund a
five-year plan for a military buildup that will cost USD
320 billion (see AiR No. 51, December/2022, 3).
[Ministry of Defense] [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Sixteen groups approved to run
in Ulaanbaatar’s district elections

(to) On August 14, 2024, the Election Committee of the
Capital City met, and officially approved 15 political
parties and one coalition to participate in the
upcoming Citizens' Representative Khurals Elections in
Ulaanbaatar, scheduled for October 11, 2024.

These elections will determine the representatives for
the local government councils, known as "Khurals,"
across the capital and other districts. Among the
notable parties participating are the Mongolian
People’s Party (MPP), the Democratic Party (DP), and
the National Labour Party (HUN).

The MPP and the DP are the two dominant political
parties in Mongolia, having alternated in power since
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the country's transition to democracy in 1990. The
National Labour Party (HUN), founded in 2011, has
been gaining influence but remains less prominent
compared to the MPP and DP. The HUN gained more
influence by appealing to younger voters and those
frustrated with the traditional political establishment,
focusing on anti-corruption and transparency. This
helped the party secure 8 out of the 126 seats in
recent parliamentary elections in June, marking its rise
in Mongolian politics. The MPP currently has 68 seats,
whereas the DP holds 42 seats (see AiR No. 27,
July/2024, 1).

The committee also announced that any changes to
citizens' jurisdictions are suspended from August 12
until October 12 to ensure electoral integrity.
[Mongolian News Agency]

Mongolia: Economy grows by 5.6 percent
in first half of 2024

(to) According to the National Statistics Office,
Mongolia's gross domestic product (GDP) increased by
5.6 percent year-on-year in the first half of 2024,
reaching 37.4 trillion Mongolian tugriks (approximately
USD 11 billion). The growth was primarily driven by the
service sector, mining and quarrying, construction, and
product taxes. Despite this positive trend, challenges in
the agricultural sector, magnified by harsh winter
conditions known as "dzud," are expected to slow GDP
growth to 4.1 percent for the full year, as projected by
the Asian Development Bank. [Xinhua]

The "dzud" phenomenon, which involves severe winter
weather causing significant livestock losses, continues
to pose a risk to Mongolia’s economic stability. The
latest dzud alone has resulted in the death of about 7.2
million livestock, accounting for 11 percent of the
national herd, severely affecting the livelihoods of
pastoral households.[Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations]

Mongolia: Coal exports to China grows by
35.5 percent in first seven months of 2024

(to) On August 19, the Mongolian Customs General
Administration announced that coal exports reached
46.1 million tons in the first seven months of 2024,
marking a 35.5 percent increase compared to the same
period in 2023.
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The surge in coal exports showcases the critical role of
Mongolia’s mining sector, particularly coal, in its
economy, with coal accounting for 57.9 percent of the
country’s total exports during this period. As a
landlocked nation heavily reliant on its mineral
resources, Mongolia aims to export at least 60 million
tons of coal by the end of the year, following a historic
high of 66.7 million tons exported in 2023. [Xinhua]
[AKlpress]

Mongolia: Rural medical centers equipped
with off-road ambulances to enhance
access to healthcare

(to) On August 19, 2024, by the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change of Mongolia,
Odontuya Saldan announced that Mongolia has
delivered off-road ambulances to medical centersin 17
soums (districts) across 11 aimags (provinces),
including Uvs, Khovd, Govi-Altai, Bayan-Ulgii, and
Bayankhongor, to improve healthcare access in remote
and environmentally protected areas.

The initiative is funded by the "Biodiversity and
Adaptation to Climate Change" Project, a collaboration
between the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change of Mongolia and the German Credit Institute
for Reconstruction (KfW). The project highlights the
integration of environmental, social, and healthcare
considerations in Mongolia's development strategy.
The ambulances, specially equipped Toyota Land
Cruiser LC78 vehicles, will enable timely and accessible
medical services for residents in these rural regions,
greatly enhancing their quality of life. [Mongolian News
Agency]

North Korea: International tourism to
resume in December

(ac) North Korea is set to reopen its border to
international tourists in December, following four
years of border closures due to the Covid pandemic.
The North Koren tour is organized by two China-based
travel operators, Shenyang's KTG Tours and Beijing's
Koryo Tours. Both agencies announced the resumption
of the North Korean tour on their respective social
media pages and official websites. They also hinted at
potential visits to other parts of the country, beyond
the north-eastern city of Samjiyon. [BBC] [Koryo Tours]
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Samijiyon, a city near the Chinese border, is regarded
as the ‘socialist utopia’, with major development aiming
at transforming it into a ‘highly civilized mountain city’
and building exceptional infrastructure such as new
apartments, hotels, a ski-resort, in contrast to other
parts of the country. However, analysts suggest that
the city of Samjiyon was underdeveloped due to the
international sanctions and limited resources. [Al
Jazeeral]

International flights to North Korea only resumed last
year in 2023, with flights exclusively from Russia. The
flights between Russia and North Kore came amid
deepening relations between Moscow and Pyongyang,
with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian
President Vladimir Putin meeting in September 2023
(see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3) and June 2024 (see
AIR No. 26, June/2024, 4). During the latter meeting
Kim and Putin signed the “Treaty on the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Russian
Federation,” that involves mutual assistance if either
country faces a military attack.

The move will likely boast tourism and the hospitality
sector, though access will remain limited for Western
travelers. The US authorities recently extended travel
ban prohibiting US citizens to visit the country (see AiR
No. 33, August/2024, 2).

South Korea: President Yoon presents
unification plan

(ac) On August 15, President Yoon Suk Yeol presented
his vision for inter-Korean unification during a
ceremony commemorating the 79th Liberation Day in
Seoul. Yoon asserted that true liberation across the
entire Korean Peninsula can only be achieved through
a unified, free, and democratic nation. He has called
North Korea to resume dialogue and engage in inter-
Korean cooperation, emphasizing that such efforts
could ease tensions and lead to substantive progress
in inter-Korean relations.

In line with his vision of freedom-based unification,
Yoon outlined three key points. First, he pledged to
protect South Korea from misinformation and other
destabilizing elements. Second, he proposed
improving bilateral relations through human rights
advancements and increased international
cooperation. Lastly, Yoon suggested creating a working
body focused on North Korean affairs, with duties
ranging from discussing ways to ease tensions and
resume economic cooperation to enhancing cultural
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exchanges, people-to-people interactions, and
humanitarian and climate change responses.

Yoon also criticized North Korea’s human rights record
and advocated for expanding access to information for
North Koreans. He emphasized that if more North
Koreans recognized that unification based on freedom
could improve their livelihoods, South Korea would
welcome them. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

Yoon's proposal for unification came after North Korea
sent balloons filled with trash toward South Korea (see
AIR No. 33, August/2024, 2). Officials from the
presidential office confirmed that while tactics like
loudspeakers and propaganda leaflets might have
some effect, the office does not intend to rely on such
methods long-term to avoid escalating tensions.

The Liberation Day ceremony was attended by 130 civil
groups, 350 political and social leaders, and over 180
North Korean defectors. Among the participants,
defector-turned-lawmaker Park Choong-kwon and
North Korea Strategy Center President Kang Cheol-
Hwan delivered speeches. Both emphasized the
importance of peace and unification on the Korean
Peninsula while raising concerns about North Korean
defectors stranded in China and their overall welfare
after arriving in South Korea. [The Korea Times]

A day after Yoon's presentation on inter-Korean
unification, Minister of Unification Kim Yung-Ho called
on North Korea to respond to South Korea's offer for
official dialogue and to resume the suspended inter-
Korean communication channels. Kim expressed
confidence that North Korea would be receptive to
Yoon's unification doctrine and assured that South
Korea is open to any dialogue, including discussions on
denuclearization, humanitarian issues, and inter-
Korean exchanges. [Yonhap News Agency 2] [The
Korea Herald]

South Korea: President Yoon vetoes pro-
labor bill and cash handout proposal

(ac) On August 16, President Yoon Suk Yeol approved
Cabinet motions demanding parliamentary
reconsideration of two bills. The first seeks to
introduce cash handouts to the entire population, the
second - the so-called yellow envelope bill - to restrict
companies from claiming strike-related damage.

This marks the 10th time Yoon has effectively used
presidential veto power to reject legislation pushed by
the opposition Democratic Party (DP) which holds the
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majority of seats in the parliament, 170 out of 300. The
proposed legislation is also expected not to pass the
revote as a two-thirds majority is required to override
Yoon's veto and given that his ruling People Power
Party currently holds more than one-third of the seats
in the National Assembly (103 out of 300).

The cash-handout proposal aims to provide handouts
of between USD 182 dollars to USD 388 dollars.
However, the presidential office argues that the bill
contained ‘unconstitutional’ elements because it would
compel the government to issue USD 962 billion worth
of bonds to fund the new scheme. As a result, Yoon
plans to focus on targeted welfare policies that are
essential, rather than on broad cash distribution.

The yellow envelope bill, proposed by the opposition
DP earlier this month (see AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2),
would restrict companies to seek compensation when
workers are on strike. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Ruling party announces
creation of special committee on
socioeconomic disparities

(jb) The ruling People Power Party (PPP) is set to form a
special committee on social, economic and financial
disparities, according to an announcement on August
19. Party leader Han Dong Hoon promised to “make
people’s lives better with sustainable and balanced
policies”.

This comes on the heels of President Yoon Suk Yeol's
veto against a cash handout bill led by the opposing
Democratic Party (DP) (see article above).

The committee is to focus on bridging socioeconomic
gaps and improving wage equality through structured
economic reform as opposed to the universal cash
handouts proposed by the DP. DP leader Lee Jae
Myung had previously proposed handouts to the tune
of KRW 250,000 - 350,000 (USD 188-263). [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Defense Minister nominee
hints at arming South Korea with nuclear
weapons

(jb) Amidst a controversy about South Korean nuclear
capabilities, South Korea Defense Minister Nominee
Kim Young Hoon has stated in response to a press
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question on August 16 that “all options are open” on
arming South Korea with nuclear weapons to combat a
potential North Korean nuclear aggression.

Kim's remark came on the heels of his nomination for
the position of Defense Minister by President Yoon Suk
Yeol on August 12 and against the backdrop of growing
support for South Korean nuclear capabilities with the
ruling People Power Party (PPP). [Korea Herald]

Despite South Korea relinquishing nuclear weapons
development in the 1970s and depending entirely on
the U.S. nuclear umbrella, constant threats of nuclear
proliferation from North Korea have increased anxiety
among not only the political cadre but also civil society.

The 2024 Unification Consciousness Survey shows
hesitation from the South Korean populace regarding
the efficacy of the US nuclear umbrella in holding off
North Korean nuclear and missile attacks. [Korea
Institute for National Unification] [New York Times]

PPP leadership candidate Na Kyung-Won argued that
while the U.S. nuclear umbrella acts as a deterrent, it
cannot hold off attacks indefinitely. He also rallied for
support on social media by arguing that American
interests fluctuate depending on broader regional
stability and that increasing sophistication in North
Korean weapons design and development has
improved the survivability of their nuclear weapons.
[News.com.AU].

The political debate regarding nuclear capabilities is a
major faultline between the PPP and the main
opposition Democratic Party (DP) which dismisses the
need to acquire nuclear weapons to maintain security
on the Korean peninsula.

Similarly, sitting Defense Minister Shin Won Shik
refuses to contend with the possibility of South Korea
going nuclear. He maintains that gaining nuclear
capabilities would risk a fallout with the U.S. and its
nuclear allies and devastate the South Korean
diplomatic order and economy as it would mean
withdrawing from the nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty,
which the country has honored since its ratification in
1975.

The debate is set against the backdrop of South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol making nuclear
capabilities a policy option in 2023 when he came to
power. [Reuters] [New York Times]
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South Korea: Ex-DP head Lee Jae Myung
re-elected party leader

(jb) Lee Jae Myung, former leader of the Democratic
Party, the main opposition party in South Korea, has
been re-elected as party chairman in a landslide victory
in the one-month long national convention that
concluded on August 18. [Korea Herald]

Lee won out against Kim Doo Gwan, former Interior
Minister, with 85.4 percent of all total votes cast in his
favour as opposed to 12.12 percent for Kim. [The
Korea Times]

Lee's success in the national convention and the Jeju
Island primary is seen as a move by his loyalists to
consolidate his position within the party, running up to
the next presidential elections in 2027. Lee previously
resigned from his position as party chairman in June,
which he had held since August 2022, as party rules
dictate that candidates must resign in order to
compete in subsequent elections. [The Korea Times]

The position of party chairman typically lasts for two
years. Lee, who was a former Governor of Gyeonggi
Province, is considered the candidate with the highest
potential for the upcoming presidential elections.
Yonhap News Agency]

Lee was previously narrowly defeated by Yoon in the
2022 Presidential elections. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Spy satellite passes combat
suitability evaluation test

(ac) On August 14, South Korea'’s first military spy
satellite passed the combat suitability evaluation. The
spy satellite underwent operational and space orbit
flight tests in space environment, and it was approved
by the military for its capabilities to defend against
North Korea threats.

The spy satellite was launched from the Vandenberg
Space Base in California, USA in December 2023. It is
equipped with synthetic aperture radars (SAR), capable
of capturing detailed images of the Earth’s surface
regardless of weather conditions.

South Korea is planning to launch five spy satellites by
2025. To better monitor North Korea with its own
satellite network, the spy satellites are expected to
provide regular coverage at about two-hours intervals,
serving as a surveillance for South Korea'’s Kill Chain
preemptive strike system. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: Concerns over electric
vehicles battery safety grow

(ac) On August 13, South Korean urged automakers
operating in South Korea agreed to voluntarily disclose
batteries brand used in the electric vehicles (EV). The
new proposal aimed to reduce fear and concern after a
Mercedes-Benz EV battery caught fire on August 1 and
damaged about 140 cars and took more than eight
hours to put out.

The new proposal was made after officials held an
emergency meeting on August 12. The meeting was
attended by representatives from the Ministry of
Environment, Ministry of transport and industry and
the National Fire Agency. The incident sparked fear
among the public, which was oversaw with an overhaul
of the EV market (see AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2).

On the same day after the new proposal is announced,
officials from the Ministry of Transport also held
meetings with car manufacturers, including Hyundai
Motor Group, Mercedes-Benz Korea and Volkswagen
Group Korea, to discuss the proposal to disclose
battery brands used in EVs. Neither the ministry nor
Motor Group, Mercedes-Benz Korea and Volkswagen
Group Korea provide a comment on the reports.

Some car manufacturers have hitherto named the
information of the EV battery. Hyundai Motor and
Gensis EVs used batteries from LG Energy Solution and
SK On, and China's manufacturer, CATL. Kai Corp. used
batteries from LGES and SK On, with only two models
powered by CATL. Moreover, Mercedes Benz Korea
used batteries from CATL, China’s Farasis Energy and
some are powered by LGES and SK On.

Despite the South Korean government wanting to ease
public fear, experts estimated that disclosing
information of the batteries used in the EV would give
consumers more choice as there is a lack of definite
data on which brands are most vulnerable to fires.
Batteries manufacturers LGES, SK On and Samsung SDI
declined to comment on EV batteries, while CATL and
Farasis failed to provide a response. [Reuters 1]
[Reuters 2] [Reuters 3]

The raising public concerns were reflected in the
second-hand car trading platform, where 115 EQE
models, the exact car model involved in the fire
incidents, have appeared on SK Encar, South Korea's
top trading platform for second-hand car resale. In
addition, the prices for EV had a significant drop and
EV manufacturers offered discounts to attract buyers
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back into the EV market. Consumers would even cancel
their EV order.

The sale markets and EV manufacturers experienced
an overhaul of criticism and fear. On August 14, CEO
and president of Mercedes-Benz Korea, Mathias Vaitl
met with the resident who were affected by the fire
incident. The residents expressed frustration towards
the company, claiming that the refurbishment of USD
3.3 million was absurdly insufficient and raising
concerns about the secondary effects from the dust.
[Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Prosecutors search office linked
to Taiwan People's Party over alleged
false political expense report

(jp) On August 14, prosecutors searched the office of a
company connected to opposition Taiwan People's
Party (TPP) Chairman Ko Wen-je in relation to
allegations of false political expense reporting during
the January presidential election. The investigation, led
by Taipei prosecutors and the Investigation Bureau,
targeted MuKo Public Relations Marketing Limited.

TPP Deputy Secretary-General Hsu Fu clarified that the
search did not involve TPP premises or Ko's personal
office. The party voluntarily handed over six boxes of
documents related to the presidential election period,
hoping to expedite the investigation.

The TPP has been under scrutiny for several weeks due
to discrepancies in its campaign accounting. Vicky
Chen, former deputy chief of Ko's election campaign
office, admitted on August 12 that some expenses
were inaccurately reported or not declared. Payments
totaling approximately TWD 18.17 million (USD
562,852) to several companies, including MuKo, were
declared without notification to the campaign team.
The party has blamed the misreporting on Tuanmu
Cheng, an accountant contracted by the campaign's
finance department (see AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2).

In response, the TPP provided evidence showing that
the party had entrusted Tuanmu with access to the
Control Yuan's declarations system, which oversees
campaign donations and expenses. The party
expressed confusion over Tuanmu's handling of the
financial reporting. [Focus Taiwan]

On August 14, Ko acknowledged the party's
shortcomings in managing the large-scale election and
confirmed the resignation of lawmaker Huang Shan-
shan from the TPP's central committee due to the
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scandal. Huang subsequently filed a lawsuit on behalf
of the TPP against Tuanmu for false accounting. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Melioidosis outbreak peaks after
Typhoon Gaemi, claims three lives

(jp) Taiwan reported 19 new local cases of melioidosis
earlier this month, including three fatalities, as the
outbreak that began following Typhoon Gaemi in late
July appears to have reached its peak, according to the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

The CDC's Epidemic Intelligence Center Deputy
Director, Lee Chia-lin, announced that the three
deceased individuals - all of whom had chronic
illnesses - succumbed to complications such as
pneumonia or septic shock. The victims were two
women in their 50s and 80s, and a man in his 60s, all of
whom died within 15 days of falling ill. Of the 16
remaining cases, 14 are hospitalized, with two in
intensive care. Taiwan has recorded 37 domestic
melioidosis cases this year, the highest since 2006.
[Focus Taiwan]

Melioidosis, caused by Burkholderia pseudomallei,
infects people through contaminated soil, water, or
particles. Post-typhoon outbreaks are common as the
bacterium is stirred up and spread by strong winds.
CDC Deputy Director-General Lo Yi-chun indicated that
the peak period for cases usually occurs 2-4 weeks
after a typhoon, suggesting that the surge following
Typhoon Gaemi has now peaked. [Focus Taiwan]

The CDC warns that while some individuals may
remain asymptomatic, others could develop severe
symptoms such as fever, chest pain, and encephalitis,
particularly those with weakened immune systems.
The CDC urges individuals with chronic ilinesses to
seek immediate medical attention if they experience
symptoms during this critical period. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Former Cabinet spokesman
indicted in “sex for political favors”
investigation

(jp) Former Cabinet spokesman Chen Tsung-yen was
indicted on August 15 for allegedly exchanging political
favors for sexual services while working in the Tainan
City government over a decade ago. The Tainan District
Prosecutors Office is seeking a severe penalty,
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including revocation of Chen's civil rights, due to his
lack of cooperation during the investigation.

Prosecutors allege that wiretaps and witness
statements confirm Chen had multiple paid sexual
encounters with hostesses from a club operated by an
individual surnamed Wang between 2012 and 2013.
Although the initial investigation was closed in 2015
due to insufficient evidence, it was reopened last
February after a renewed complaint. [Focus Taiwan]

Chen has denied the charges, asserting his innocence
and expressing his intention to clear his name in court.
In response, Chiou Jiunn-yann, head of the Democratic
Progressive Party's anti-corruption committee,
announced that the party would convene on August 27
to decide on the next steps regarding Chen's case.
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Growth forecast cut

(dqgl) The Taiwanese trade-driven economy is projected
to grow slightly slower in 2024 than previously
forecasted, according to the Directorate-General of
Budget, Accounting, and Statistics, citing weaker-than-
expected exports, despite a surge in Al-driven demand
for tech products.

The GDP growth forecast for 2024 has been revised to
3.90 percent, down from the earlier estimate of 3.94
percent. Despite uncertainties in the Al sector, such as
the timing and extent of growth, the overall economic
outlook remains positive, Taiwan's government
statistics bureau maintained.

Exports for 2024 are now expected to grow by 8.71
percent compared with previously predicted 10.06
percent, after a 9.8 percent year-on-year decline in
2023. The 2025 consumer price index is forecasted at
1.91 percent, below both the central bank's 2 percent
target and the 2.17 percent forecast for 2024. [Reuters]

Taiwan: Approval for large data centers
halted due to insufficient power

(dqgl) Taiwan's Ministry of Economic Affairs has
announced the suspension of approvals for data
centers larger than 5MW in regions north of Taoyuan,
citing insufficient power supply. The ministry added
that the northern region faces a bottleneck in grid
infrastructure and lacks new power sources to meet
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rising demand. The last approvals for large data
centers in the area were issued in September last year.

State-owned utility Taipower has recommended
prioritizing data center development in the central and
southern regions, where renewable energy supply is
adequate. The recent shutdown of one of Taiwan's two
remaining nuclear reactors, as part of the island's plan
to phase out nuclear energy by 2025, has intensified
concerns about energy security. The growing power
demands from energy-intensive corporations, such as
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company,
further exacerbate the issue.

In Taipei, major data center operators like Vantage,
Empyrion, and NTT have a presence, and Apple is
reportedly considering developing a data center in
Taiwan. Other international companies, including
Google, Amazon Web Services (AWS), and Microsoft,
are also expanding their presence in Taiwan, with AWS
planning a Taipei cloud region by June 2024. [Data
Center Dynamics]

Taiwan: Day care center suspends
operations amid child abuse allegations

(jp) A day care center in Hsinchu County, the Natural
Way Nursery Center in Zhubei City, suspended
operations and issued a public apology on August 14
following allegations that staff tied up infants for
extended periods. The center stated that it
"voluntarily" applied for an indefinite suspension and
would fully cooperate with the ongoing investigation by
social services.

The Hsinchu County government confirmed that two
employees suspected of involvement in the abuse
have been dismissed. Parents reported discovering
bruises and trauma on their children, prompting the
investigation that began on July 15. Security footage
allegedly shows multiple children being tied to chairs,
with staff and the center's director failing to intervene.

Local officials have called for a swift investigation,
noting that the Natural Way Education Foundation,
which operates the center, has multiple sites across
Hsinchu and Taichung. If found guilty of wrongdoing,
the center's owners and the accused staff could face
fines ranging from TWD 60,000 (USD 1,840) to TWD
600,000 (USD 18,400) under Taiwan's Protection of
Children and Youths Welfare and Rights Act. [Focus
Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Teacher receives 28-year prison
sentence in preschool sexual assault case

(jp) A former teacher, Mao Chun-shen, was sentenced
to 28 years in prison by the Taipei District Court for
sexually assaulting six children at a private preschool
in Taipei. Mao was convicted of 11 counts of sexual
assault, 207 counts of indecent assault, and six counts
of filming obscene images. Although the cumulative
sentences totaled over 1,250 years, the court set his
prison term at 28 years.

Mao, whose mother owned the Taipei Piramide School
where the crimes occurred, was arrested in July 2023
after multiple investigations following complaints that
began in June 2022. The assaults took place from 2022
to 2023. Despite Mao's partial denial of the charges,
the court found substantial evidence, including
testimony from victims, their parents, and a
psychologist, as well as surveillance footage.

The case has also led to criticism of the Taipei City
government's handling of the situation. Following the
court ruling, the city government announced an
investigation and penalized education officials,
including Teng Chin-chuan, who at the time was the
deputy head of the Department of Education.

The case has also been referred to the Control Yuan,
the supervisory and auditory branch of Taiwan's
government, for further investigation. The city
emphasized its "zero tolerance" for child abuse and
commitment to protecting minors, while former Mayor
Ko Wen-je acknowledged areas for government
improvement. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Military to retire aging military
equipment

(jp) Taiwan's military announced plans on August 13 to
retire several aging armaments over the next five
years, including M41D tanks, indigenous CM24
armored vehicles, and F-5 fighter jets. The
decommissioning, scheduled between 2024 and 2028,
is expected to save the country up to TWD 3.2 billion
(USD 98.6 million) in defense spending.

Real Admiral Chen Chun-chung, responsible for
weapons at the Ministry of National Defense (MND),
shared that over 1,000 outdated military systems will
be phased out as part of the initiative. This move is
aimed at streamlining Taiwan's defense budget and
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ensuring more efficient allocation of resources. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan will retire its M41D tanks, upgraded versions of
the M41A3 retired in 2022, and CM24 armored
vehicles, as well as F-5E/F fighter jets, which have been
in service for nearly 50 years. The F-5s, used mainly as
trainers, will be replaced by locally made Advanced
Trainer Jets. The Ministry of National Defense (MND)
will announce replacement plans for the M41D tanks
once finalized. [Focus Taiwan]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Interim leader Yunus
promises support to Rohingya, garment
industry in first policy speech

(Im) In his first major policy address as Bangladesh's
interim leader, Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus
outlined the priorities of his caretaker government,
pledging sustained support for both the Rohingya
refugee population and Bangladesh's vital garment
industry.

Yunus committed to maintaining assistance for the
more than one million Rohingya refugees, most of
whom fled Myanmar during the 2017 military
crackdown now under investigation by the United
Nations for genocide. He called for continued
international cooperation to ensure the refugees'
eventual repatriation to Myanmar with full safety,
dignity, and rights.
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Yunus also emphasized his government's focus on
reviving Bangladesh's garment industry, which has
been severely impacted by weeks of unrest that led to
the ouster of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The
disruptions to the garment sector, which accounts for
85 percent of Bangladesh's USD 55 billion in annual
exports, were a significant concern, with Yunus
warning against any further threats to the global
clothing supply chain in which Bangladesh plays a key
role.

Yunus assumed leadership following a student-led
revolution that forced Hasina to flee the country after
15 years of authoritarian rule. In his emotional
address, Yunus spoke of the brutal repression of
protesters under Hasina's government, describing it as
the worst civilian massacre since Bangladesh's
independence, with over 450 deaths during the
crackdown. He called for a credible and impartial UN
investigation into the atrocities committed during that
time.

Alongside these urgent priorities, Yunus reaffirmed his
commitment to restoring democratic governance in
Bangladesh. He plans to implement essential reforms
in key institutions, including the election commission,
judiciary, civil administration, security forces, and
media, before organizing free and fair elections. He
also underscored the importance of promoting
national reconciliation after years of institutional decay
under Hasina's regime. [Al Jazeera] [France24]

Bangladesh: Ousted ex-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina faces escalating legal
challenges

(sg/Im) Bangladesh’s former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina faces escalating legal challenges, including
three investigations into her by the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) for "mass murder" related to the
student-led protests that led to her resignation and
escape to India on August 5.

Alongside her, political allies Hasanul Haq Inu, Rashed
Khan Menon, and Anwar Hossain Manju have been
named as co-accused. The complaint also implicates
around 500 unidentified members of the Awami
League, Jubo League, Chhatra League, and police, all
accused of orchestrating violence at the behest of
Hasina and her government.

The tribunal, created by Hasina in 2010 to investigate
war crimes from Bangladesh's liberation war, has been
criticized for not adhering to international standards.
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Under Hasina, the tribunal sentenced over 100
individuals to death, including political opponents.

The accusations against Hasina come amid broader
fallout from the July protests, which culminated in her
ousting from power on August 5. These protests, which
began as a movement for quota reform, turned into a
nationwide uprising against the Awami League
government, leading to mass violence and significant
casualties.

In addition to the ICT case, Hasina now faces five new
murder cases filed across different regions of
Bangladesh, bringing the total number of cases against
her to 21. These cases include 18 charges of murder,
two for crimes against humanity and genocide, and
one for abduction. Her co-accused include key figures
from her cabinet, ex-lawmakers, Awami League
leaders, and top police officials. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High-profile figures sued,
arrested across country

(Im) Recently, numerous prominent figures, including a
retired Supreme Court judge, a former minister, three
former state ministers, 10 ex-MPs, and six police
officers, have been sued in eight districts across
Bangladesh. The cases involve serious charges such as
murder, vandalism, extortion, and other criminal
offenses, following the ouster of the Awami League
(AL) government earlier this month.

Many of these cases stem from incidents during recent
protests, with several related to deaths resulting from
clashes between protesters, police, and AL members.
Allegations include extrajudicial killings, attacks on
Bangladesh Nationalist Party offices, and violent
confrontations. [The Daily Star 1]

In a related development, former social welfare
minister Dipu Moni was arrested in Dhaka in
connection with a murder case involving the death of a
grocery shop owner during police firing in
Mohammadpur amid quota reform protests in July.
The case also implicates Sheikh Hasina, Awami League
General Secretary Obaidul Quader, and other senior
officials. Dipu Moni, a prominent figure in the AL, has
previously faced criticism for her role as education and
foreign minister, as well as allegations of illegal land
acquisition. [The Daily Star 2]

Additionally, a case has been filed against 321 AL
leaders and activists, including former state minister
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Md Enamur Rahman, over the death of a university
student during a protest on August 5. [The Daily Star 3]

In another related instance, former deputy minister for
youth and sports Arif Khan Joy, who served from 2014
to 2018, was arrested in connection with a separate
murder case filed at Mohammadpur Police Station.
[The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: Interim government removes
all city mayors, recalls seven ambassadors

(Im/sg) The interim government in Bangladesh has
removed all 12 city corporation mayors, 1,873 local
government representatives, including 330 municipal
mayors, 61 zilla parishad chairmen, and 493 upazila
parishad chairmen. Administrators have been
appointed to replace them, including senior officials
from the Local Government Division and divisional
commissioners. This move follows the ouster of the
Awami League (AL) government on August 5, after
which many AL-backed mayors went into hiding. The
government justified the decision as a cleanup effort to
restore functionality in local government institutions
that had become dysfunctional due to the absence of
their representatives. [The Daily Star]

Seven envoys asked to return home

As part of these ongoing changes, Bangladesh's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has ordered seven
ambassadors to return home from their posts in the
United States, Russia, Germany, Japan, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), and
the Maldives. New ambassadors will soon be
appointed to these countries. Among those affected
are Ambassador Mohammad Imran in the US,
Ambassador Shahabuddin Ahmed in Japan, and
Ambassador Kamrul Ahsan in Russia. [UNB]

Bangladesh: University leaders resign
amid student protests

(Im) Two deans from Dhaka University, Professor Abdul
Bachir of the Faculty of Arts and Professor Nisar
Hossain of the Faculty of Fine Arts, have resigned
following intense student protests. The students, who
staged separate demonstrations on campus,
demanded the deans' resignation over their alleged
support for the Awami League government's actions
during the July movement. Despite submitting their
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resignation letters, the deans' departures will not take
effect until a new vice-chancellor is appointed.
Additionally, students called for the resignation of
Professor Rahmatullah, dean of the Faculty of Law, and
sealed off his office during the protests. The protests
were fueled by allegations that the deans supported
autocratic rule and mass killings during the student-led
uprising. [The Daily Star 1]

Similarly, at Jahangirnagar University, Pro-Vice
Chancellor (Administration) Professor Sheikh Md
Manzurul Hug and Treasurer Professor Rasheda
Akhtar have stepped down, citing the "current
situation” in the country. They submitted their
resignation letters via email to President and
Chancellor Mohammed Shahabuddin. [The Daily Star
2]

Bangladesh: Anti-graft body to investigate
41 ex-ministers, MPs

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) of
Bangladesh has launched investigations into
allegations of graft against 41 former ministers, state
ministers, and lawmakers from the Awami League,
who held office between 2009 and 2024. High-profile
figures under investigation include former law minister
Anisul Hug, ex-foreign minister Hasan Mahmud, and
former education minister Dipu Moni. The decision
was prompted by a complaint filed by a lawyer,
supported by data showing significant wealth
increases, which raised suspicions of corruption.

The ACC has formed teams to conduct the probes and
seeks to hold the accused accountable. The
investigations come after years of inaction during the
individuals' time in power, drawing criticism for the
ACC's delayed response.

Additionally, the ACC has sought a travel ban on
former Dhaka Wasa managing director Tagsem A
Khan, as part of an ongoing investigation into his
alleged illegal wealth. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: BNP leader Khaleda Zia's
bank accounts unfrozen after 17 years

(Im) The National Board of Revenue (NBR) has directed
banks to unfreeze the accounts of Khaleda Zia, a
former prime minister and chairperson of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), 17 years after they
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were frozen. The NBR stated that there are no pending
tax-related investigations concerning Khaleda and took
action following an application from her lawyer.

The accounts were initially frozen in August 2007 at the
direction of the Central Intelligence Cell of the tax
administration. This move was recommended by a
panel during the tenure of the Army-backed caretaker
government, following Khaleda’s tenure as Prime
Minister, during which she served three times since
1991. The freeze remained in place for over a decade
despite multiple requests from the BNP to unfreeze
the accounts.

The recent decision to lift the freeze comes in the wake
of a mass uprising that led to the ousting of the Sheikh
Hasina-led government on August 5, ending the Awami
League’s 15-year rule. Khaleda Zia has long been a
political rival of Hasina, and the BNP had often
campaigned for her financial autonomy. [The Daily Star
1]

BFIU orders banks to freeze accounts of former ministers
Dipu Moni, Zahid Maleque, and MP Sheikh Helal Uddin

In a related development, the Bangladesh Financial
Intelligence Unit (BFIU) has instructed banks to freeze
the accounts of former ministers Dipu Moni, Zahid
Maleque, lawmaker Sheikh Helal Uddin, and their
family members due to suspicious transactions. The
freeze applies to personal and business accounts,
including those of Dipu Moni's husband and brother,
as well as Sheikh Helal Uddin's wife and son.
Transactions for their business establishments and the
use of lockers have also been suspended for 30 days.
[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Legal experts condemn
internet blackout during quota reform
protests as unlawful

(Im) Legal experts have asserted that the internet
blackout imposed by the Sheikh Hasina government
during the quota reform protests leading up to her
ouster on August 5 had no legal foundation.

The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) acknowledged that the blackout
was implemented under pressure to serve the political
interests of the Awami League government. Although
the BTRC cited Section 97 of the telecom law, which
allows government control over internet services
during times of war, rebellion, or national security
threats, experts argue that these conditions were not
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met during the protests. Additionally, no state of
emergency was declared, which would have been
necessary to justify such an action legally.

Furthermore, the BTRC admitted that the former state
minister publicly took responsibility for the shutdown,
which caused massive economic damage, estimated at
BDT 1 trillion (USD 8.4 billion). This action was labeled
as a violation of human and economic rights, with
experts calling for those responsible to be held
accountable and prosecuted for the severe criminal
offense. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court orders Election
Commission to register Amar Bangladesh
Party

(Im) Bangladesh’s High Court has directed the Election
Commission (EC) to register the Amar Bangladesh (AB)
Party as a political party. The court declared the EC's
previous decision to deny registration to the AB Party
as illegal. This verdict followed a writ petition filed by
AB Party's Convener, AFM Solaiman Chowdhury,
challenging the legality of the EC's refusal. The High
Court had previously issued a rule asking the EC to
justify its denial, which was ruled unconstitutional. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Court accepts charges
against nine in drug procurement fraud
case

(Im) A Dhaka court has accepted charges against nine
individuals, including six doctors, in a case involving
irregularities in the procurement of drugs for the
Maternal and Child Health Training Institute in Dhaka's
Azimpur. The accused include proprietors, former
supervisors, medical officers, and consultants
connected to the institute. The case, filed by the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) in 2019, alleges
embezzlement of over BDT 11.2 million (USD 94,000)
through fraudulent procurement practices, violating
Public Procurement Rules and purchasing drugs at
inflated prices without proper approval. The court set
September 30 for a hearing on framing charges against
the accused. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Bank officers demand full
autonomy for central bank, sector
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reforms

(sg) The Bangladesh Bank Officers Welfare Council
(BBOWC) has called on the interim government to
amend the 'Bangladesh Bank Order 1972' to ensure
full autonomy for the central bank. In a memorandum
submitted to Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed, the
BBOWC demanded amendments that would grant
Bangladesh Bank administrative, operational, and
financial independence. Additionally, the BBOWC
urged the abolition of the Financial Institutions Division
to prevent conflicts of interest and improve
governance in the banking sector. Other demands
included structural reforms, elevating the post of
governor to a constitutional position, and ensuring key
banking functions are free from political interference.
[UNB]

Bangladesh: Private banks engage in risky
USD 378 million reciprocal lending
practices

(sg) Eight private banks in Bangladesh have engaged in
reciprocal lending practices, resulting in BDT 450
billion (USD 378 million) being distributed among bank
directors and their relatives. The banks involved—Exim
Bank, Islami Bank, Social Islami Bank, National Bank,
IFIC Bank, First Security Islami Bank, Union Bank, and
Global Islami Bank—used this practice to bypass
central bank regulations prohibiting banks from
lending to their own directors. Instead, directors
borrowed large sums from other banks, raising
significant concerns about the safety of depositor
funds and the stability of the banking sector.

This concentration of lending poses a substantial
threat to the stability of the banking sector. Analysts
warn that if any major borrower defaults, it could lead
to significant financial vulnerabilities for these
institutions. While the loans have not yet defaulted,
experts are urging caution due to the long-term risks
associated with such concentrated lending practices.
The Bangladesh Bank has indicated that it will take
action if over-lending is confirmed, and the banking
sector is now under closer scrutiny due to these
questionable practices. [The Daily Star 1]

Six banks with ties to S Alam barred from lending

In related updates, the Bangladesh Bank has restricted
six banks linked to S Alam Group from issuing new
loans to prevent further deterioration of their financial
situation, which has been affected by liquidity crises
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and allegations of loan irregularities. These banks—
Islami Bank Bangladesh, First Security Islami Bank,
Social Islami Bank, Union Bank, Global Islami Bank, and
Bangladesh Commerce Bank—can only disburse loans
for agriculture, SMEs, and incentive packages up to
BDT 50 million (USD 420,000), with larger loans
requiring central bank approval. The banks are also
prohibited from rescheduling loans or taking over
loans from other institutions.

The banks have been struggling with liquidity issues
and high levels of non-performing loans, while the
Islamic banking sector, which accounts for 25 percent
of Bangladesh's banking assets, has faced a significant
crisis due to poor governance and irregularities since
mid-2022. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: New BSEC chairman Maqgsood
vows to prevent irregularities in stock
market

(Im) The newly appointed chairman of the Bangladesh
Securities and Exchange Commission (BSEC),
Khondoker Rashed Maqgsood, has pledged to prevent
irregularities and restore investor confidence in the
stock market. In his first media address, Magsood
emphasized the need to investigate past issues and
implement measures to prevent their recurrence. He
aims to grow the number of active investors from 1.5
million to 5 million within four years by rebuilding trust
and enhancing the market's infrastructure for long-
term investment. Magsood plans to pursue reforms
and collaborate with other regulators while
maintaining BSEC's independence. [The Business
Standard]

Stock turnover rises sharply amid price swings

Turnover at the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) surged by
67.84 percent on August 19, reaching BDT 8.07 billion
(USD 6.77 million), as optimistic investors bet on blue-
chip stocks following the appointment of a new
chairman to the BSEC. Despite the increased trading
activity, the DSE's benchmark index fell slightly by 0.05
percent to 5,775.49, marking its third consecutive day
of decline. While the DS30 index for blue-chip firms
also slipped, the Shariah-compliant index saw a 0.48
percent rise. Sectors such as jute, travel, leisure, and
banking closed positively, while telecom, life insurance,
and non-bank financial institutions saw declines. [The
Daily, Star]
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Bangladesh: 44 police officers killed in
violence during quota protests

(Im) At least 44 police officers were killed in the
violence that erupted during Bangladesh's massive
student-led quota reform protests, which ultimately
led to the resignation and ousting of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on August 5. The deaths of police
personnel occurred between July 20 and August 14,
with 25 officers killed on the day Hasina fled to India
and 15 the previous day.

Over 600 people have died in the violence since the
protests began in mid-July. [Business Standard]

Bangladesh: Violent attack and looting at
railway station leaves over 100 injured

(sg) A violent attack and looting at a railway station in a
town in Bangladesh's northeastern Sylhet division on
August 16 left over 100 people injured. Assailants
targeted traders and residents in the station area,
looting 20 to 30 shops. The violence, reportedly
triggered by a dispute over the appointment of a local
mosque's imam, left two individuals critically injured.
The situation prompted intervention by the army,
Border Guard Bangladesh, and police. [UNB]

Bhutan: Young women most vulnerable to
domestic violence, survey finds

(gs) The National Health Survey 2024 in Bhutan
revealed that young women aged 20-24 are the most
vulnerable to gender-based violence (GBV) from their
partners. Nearly 42 percent of women in this age
group reported experiencing physical, economic,
emotional, or controlling behaviors.

Overall, 16.4 percent of women aged 15-64
experienced physical violence, 6.9 percent faced sexual
violence, and 17.5 percent endured emotional abuse.
Controlling behaviors were particularly common
among women aged 20-24, with nearly 18 percent
stating their partner always wanted to know their
whereabouts, and 18.9 percent reporting their partner
became angry if they spoke to other men.

Economic violence also significantly impacted this age
group, with 8.7 percent of women reporting that their
partners restricted their ability to work or earn money.
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A troubling finding is that 25 percent of Bhutanese
women believe it is justifiable for a man to beat his
wife under certain conditions, such as infidelity or
neglect of children, and 50 percent endorsed more
than one justification for domestic violence. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government lifts two-year
vehicle import ban

(gs) The Bhutanese government has lifted a two-year
moratorium on vehicle imports, following
improvements in the country's macroeconomic
indicators. The moratorium was initially imposed in
August 2022 to protect foreign currency reserves and
ensure economic stability. The recent economic
upturn, with GDP growth of 4.88 percent in 2023 and
projected growth of 6.3 percent in 2024, has prompted
the government to resume imports.

During the moratorium, certain vehicles, such as utility
vehicles valued under BTN 1.5 million (USD 18,000) and
heavy machinery, were exempted. Bhutan's vehicle
imports dropped significantly in 2023 to BTN 926.09
million (USD 11.11 million) from BTN 3.2 billion (USD
38.4 million) in 2022, following the import moratorium.
Despite a decline in foreign reserves from USD 736.02
million in 2022 to USD 624.11 million in June 2024, the
government is optimistic about further economic
expansion. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Local leaders back separate
budget for rural schools

(gs) Local leaders across Bhutan have rallied behind
the National Council's proposal for a dedicated budget
for rural primary schools, citing the need to address
persistent educational disparities.The
recommendation, put forth by the National Council's
special committee on education, calls for allocating
funds directly to primary schools rather than
consolidating them within the broader dzongkhag
(district) budget. Proponents argue this approach
would ensure more equitable resource distribution
based on student enrollment and geographical needs.

Gups (local leaders) from Trashigang, Tsirang, and
Trashiyangtse highlighted ongoing challenges in rural
education, including inadequate facilities, delayed
infrastructure maintenance, and difficulties in teacher
recruitment and retention. They contend that a
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separate budget could more effectively target these
issues.

The Ministry of Education and Skills Development,
which received the largest allocation in the 13th Five-
Year Plan, has committed to giving equal attention to
all schools. This development comes as Bhutan seeks
to bridge the educational gap between urban and rural
areas, a key focus of the nation's ongoing efforts to
enhance its education system. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Climate report forecasts higher
temperatures and rainfall by 2040

(gs) Bhutan's National Centre for Hydrology and
Meteorology projects significant temperature and
rainfall increases by 2040 due to global warming.
Western regions face flood risks, while eastern areas
may experience drought by 2060. The report aims to
guide policy development, suggesting measures like
reduced fossil fuel use and increased electric vehicle
adoption. Historical data shows rising temperatures
and rainfall since 1960, with acceleration in recent
decades. [BBS]

Bhutan: Industries contribute nearly 50
percent to GDP

(gs) In 2023, industries in Bhutan contributed nearly 50
percent (BTN 124.69 billion / USD 1.5 billion) to the
country's GDP, according to the Industry Census of
Bhutan 2024. Medium and large industries contributed
the most, accounting for 46 percent (BTN 114.81 billion
/ USD 1.38 billion), while cottage and small industries
added 3.96 percent (BTN 9.88 billion / USD 118 million).

The service sector dominated with 11,032 units,
followed by production and manufacturing. Sole
proprietorships made up 95.91 percent of all
industries, while private limited companies and
partnerships represented smaller shares.

The sector employed 76,768 people, 91 percent of
whom were Bhutanese. The government aims to
double employment in the industry sector over the
next five years by supporting high-value industries and
transitioning sole proprietorships into broader-based
companies. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: DHI reports 30 percent revenue
growth, remits USD 192 to government

(gs) Druk Holding and Investments (DHI), Bhutan's
government commercial arm, reported a strong
financial performance for 2023, with a nearly 30
percent increase in revenue. This growth drove its
profit after tax to almost BTN 8.5 billion (USD 102
million) and allowed DHI to remit over BTN 16 billion
(USD 192 million) to the government, marking a 16
percent increase from the previous year.

As the largest taxpayer in Bhutan, DHI's tax
contribution rose by nearly 20 percent, exceeding BTN
9.5 billion (USD 114 million). Key sectors driving this
success were energy, resources, communication,
transportation, and financial services. The energy
sector alone accounted for over 50 percent of DHI's
revenue, contributing more than BTN 40 billion (USD
480 million).

Bhutan Power Corporation generated over BTN 20
billion (USD 240 million) in revenue, while Drukair
achieved a profit of nearly BTN 300 million (USD 3.6
million), recovering from a previous loss. The Bank of
Bhutan also reported strong growth, with mBOB
transactions reaching nearly BTN 70 billion (USD 840
million), and remittances through BOBiIt totaling
almost AUD 50 million. [BBS]

Bhutan: Economically active population
fuels record growth in online gambling
revenue

(gs) A significant portion of Bhutan's economically
active population, particularly those aged 23-37, are
heavily involved in online gambling through Bhutan
Lottery Limited (BLL). Of the 101,707 players registered
with BLL, 67.9 percent fall within this age group, with
the majority being men. The platform, launched during
the pandemic in 2021, now generates 83 percent of
BLL's annual revenue from its seven online products.

BLL has faced a decline in revenue, attributed to
factors such as low income, inflation, and global
recession. Efforts are underway to boost participation,
including integrating mobile banking systems with
Thank and Bhutan National Bank, allowing Bhutanese
abroad to play more easily. BLL also plans to increase
its bumper prizes and make lower-tier rewards more
attractive.
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Despite challenges like a drop in online gaming
revenue, BLL reported record annual sales revenue of
BTN 1.084 billion (approximately USD 13 million) in
2023, a 14.3 percent increase from the previous year.
Profits also rose by 16 percent, with BLL contributing
significantly to government tax revenues. The
company, now financing the De-Suung Skilling
Programme, is the only government-approved online
gambling platform in Bhutan, with a focus on
responsible gaming. [Kuensel]

India: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses nation on 78th Independence
Day

(Im) Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Independence
Day speech at the Red Fort presented a
comprehensive vision for India's future, deeply rooted
in both the nationalist movement that fueled the
country’s independence and the current political and
economic landscape. He outlined two significant
reforms: the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and One Nation,
One Election (ONOE), calling for structural changes that
are necessary to strengthen the country’s governance
and unity.

Uniform Civil Code and One Nation, One Election

Modi emphasized that for too long, discriminatory laws
have been protected under the guise of religious
freedom, and it is time to subject these laws to
democratic scrutiny. The UCC would ensure that all
citizens, regardless of their religion, are governed by
the same set of civil laws, promoting equality and
justice. The Prime Minister also highlighted the
inefficiencies caused by the current system of frequent
elections in India. He argued that ONOE would
streamline the electoral process, reduce the
governance paralysis caused by frequent elections,
and improve the efficacy of governments at both state
and national levels.

Economic reforms and empowerment of the marginalized

Over the past decade, Modi's government has enacted
far-reaching reforms aimed at transforming India’s
political and economic structures. He noted how his
administration has changed the governance mindset
from one that required people to rely on the state for
benefits, to one that proactively reaches out to
guarantee basic necessities. This approach has
disrupted the old system where access to state
resources was mediated by complex caste and political
dynamics, particularly affecting marginalized groups
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like the Dalits. By implementing welfare schemes
based on objective criteria through innovations like
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT), the Modi government
has empowered millions of poor and marginalized
citizens, enhancing their confidence in democracy and
their ability to exercise political choices freely.

Transformative economic vision

Modi lauded his government's ambitious economic
reforms, which were not driven by crisis—as in the
1991 liberalization—but by conviction. These reforms
have opened new avenues for India’s youth and
businesses, fostering greater economic freedom and
positioning India as a bright spot on the global
economic map despite recent global economic
challenges. He pointed out that today's youth are more
ambitious, confident, and unwilling to settle for
incremental changes. Modi credited this shift in
mindset to the government’s respect for wealth
creators, promotion of entrepreneurship, and the
creation of a more business-friendly environment.

Infrastructure and technological leadership

The Prime Minister also stressed India’s infrastructural
revolution, extending from cities to remote border
areas. He emphasized that the country is leading the
world in public digital infrastructure, facilitating
financial inclusion, access to services, and
opportunities on an unprecedented scale. India’s
advancements in technology, including in
semiconductors, green jobs, and green hydrogen, are
setting the stage for future growth. These initiatives,
though not immediately politically advantageous, are
essential for securing India’s long-term prosperity and
global competitiveness.

Civilizational legacy and global leadership

Modi invoked India’s rich civilizational heritage, calling
for the revival of India’s ancient centers of knowledge
and culture, like Nalanda, while also envisioning India’s
future as a space-faring nation. His speech bridged
India’s historic strengths with modern aspirations,
offering a vision of an economically developed, socially
just, and sovereign India. He underscored the
importance of positioning Indian standards as
international benchmarks and leveraging indigenous
capabilities to serve global markets.

Modi's address ended with a call for the youth to enter
politics, as he believes that their participation is crucial
for the continued transformation of India. He
emphasized that young people are essential to
bringing about the structural and social changes



required to build a modern India that honors its
history and culture while embracing progress and
innovation. [The Indian Express]

India: Doctor’s rape, murder in
government hospital in Kolkata sparks
protests

(sg) Protests have spread across India following the
rape and murder of a 31-year-old trainee doctor at a
government-run hospital in Kolkata on August 9. The
crime has sparked nationwide outrage, particularly
among healthcare professionals, who have staged
widespread demonstrations, candlelight marches, and
strikes, demanding swift justice and improved safety
measures in hospitals.

Junior doctors and medical workers have been at the
forefront of the protests, many of them refusing to
treat non-emergency patients for several days. Despite
the Indian Medical Association (IMA) ending its 24-hour
strike early on August 18, some junior doctors have
continued their agitation, calling for stricter security
protocols in hospitals akin to those at airports.

The crime has drawn attention to the persistent issue
of violence against women in India, which, despite the
introduction of tougher laws following the 2012 Delhi
gang-rape, remains a significant problem. Women'’s
rights activists argue that the case highlights the
continued vulnerability of women in the country,
particularly in the workplace.

A police volunteer has been arrested and charged in
connection with the crime. His mother expressed deep
remorse, stating that she regretted giving birth to her
son but would still support him through the legal
process.

As protests continue, the Indian government has called
on doctors to return to work, particularly to address
rising cases of dengue and malaria. Authorities have
also promised to establish a committee to recommend
improved security measures for healthcare workers.
However, the All India Residents and Junior Doctors’
Joint Action Forum has given a 72-hour ultimatum for a
thorough investigation and arrests, threatening to
escalate their protests if no action is taken.

In several states, including Gujarat and Odisha, trainee
doctors in government hospitals have remained on
strike, further straining medical services. Though
private hospitals have resumed regular operations, the
protests have significantly reduced manpower in many
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public institutions. [The Guardian] [Human Rights
Watch]

India: Foreign judgement violative of
Indian law not binding in courts

(Im) The Supreme Court of India ruled that foreign
court judgments that contradict Indian law are not
binding on Indian courts. This decision came during a
case involving a custody dispute, where a United States
court had granted custody of two minor girls to their
father. However, the girls were living with their mother
in India, and the father sought their repatriation
through a habeas corpus writ. The Gujarat High Court
dismissed the petition, and the Supreme Court upheld
this decision, stating that Indian courts are not
required to enforce foreign judgments that violate
Indian law. [Live Law]

India: Supreme Court denies bail of Delhi’s
Chief Minister Arwind Kejriwal in CBI case

(sg) On August 14, India’'s Supreme Court denied
interim bail to Delhi Chief Minister Arwind Kejriwal,
who was arrested by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) under the Prevention of Corruption
Act (PCA) for his alleged involvement in the Delhi liquor
policy scam. Despite receiving bail in a separate case
related to the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in July,
Kejriwal remained in jail due to his June arrest by the
CBI.

In the brief hearing before a Division Bench, Kejriwal's
lawyer, Senior Advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
argued that the CBI's arrest was a tactical move aimed
at keeping Kejriwal detained despite his previous bail
orders. Singhvi described the CBI's action as an
"insurance arrest," pointing out that Kejriwal had
already been interrogated by the CBI for nine hours in
April 2023 but was not arrested until June, just before
he was granted interim bail by the Supreme Court in
the ED case.

In its chargesheet, the CBI claims that the excise policy
was designed to benefit private players in exchange for
illegal financial kickbacks. The charges allege that key
provisions of the policy were framed to allow undue
advantages to liquor distributors, breaching legal
norms and public trust. The agency asserts that
decisions were made with corrupt intentions and that
the profits from this policy were routed to individuals
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close to the ruling Delhi government, potentially
implicating top-level officials, including Kejriwal. [Wion]

India: Vice-President Dhankhar makes
veiled attack on Rahul Gandhi over
demand to probe by top court on
Hindenburg report

(Im) India’s Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, during a
speech at the National Law University in Delhi,
indirectly criticized the leader of the opposition in
Parliament, Rahul Gandhi, without naming him.
Dhankhar’s remarks came in response to Gandhi's
recent public demand that the Supreme Court take suo
motu cognisance of the latest Hindenburg report,
which implicated SEBI chairperson Madhabi Buch and
her spouse for allegedly having stakes in offshore
funds tied to the Adani Group.

Dhankhar expressed deep concern over a prominent
figure holding a constitutional position urging the
Supreme Court to "give wings to a narrative" that could
undermine the country’s economy. He argued that the
judiciary's role is clearly defined by the Constitution
and cautioned against overstepping boundaries. He
emphasized that the Supreme Courts of other
countries, like the United States and the United
Kingdom, do not invoke suo motu jurisdiction outside
of their constitutionally defined roles.

Speaking to law students, Dhankhar stressed the
importance of rejecting partisan interests and
preserving the nation's economic progress. He
underscored that allowing such narratives to take hold
could be detrimental to India’s rise on the global stage.

In response, Gandhi's Indian National Congress party
countered that Dhankhar's criticism was actually a
thinly veiled attack on Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The party further insinuated that the Vice-President
was diverting attention from these pressing national
issues by focusing on Gandhi's comments. [The Hindu]

India: BJP leader moves Delhi high court
against Rahul Gandhi's Indian citizenship

(Im) Subramanian Swamy, a senior leader of the ruling
BJP party and former minister, has approached the
Delhi High Court, seeking the cancellation of main
opposition Indian National Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's Indian citizenship. Swamy claims that annual
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returns filed by United Kingdom-based company
Backops Limited, where Gandhi served as a director,
listed Gandhi's nationality as British in 2005, 2006, and
again in 2009 when the company dissolved. Swamy
argues this violates Article 9 of the Indian Constitution
and the Indian Citizenship Act, 1955. In 2019, the
Ministry of Home Affairs had asked Gandhi to clarify
his nationality, but no official decision has been made
public since.

Gandhi is currently the Leader of Opposition in
Parliament's lower house. [Hindustan Times]

India: High court refuses to quash
proceedings against six people carrying
Indian flag with Quranic verses

(Im) The Allahabad High Court has rejected a petition
to quash criminal proceedings against six individuals
accused of disrespecting the national flag by carrying a
tricolour with Quranic verses during a religious
procession. Justice Vinod Diwakar ruled that the act
violated the Flag Code of India, 2002, and the
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971. The
court emphasized that the national flag symbolizes
unity and diversity, and disrespect towards it could fuel
communal discord. The case, filed by the Uttar Pradesh
Police, was moved to trial after a charge sheet was
submitted in October 2023. The accused sought to
dismiss the case, but the court upheld the
proceedings. [Deccan Herald]

India: Arms exports to Israel amount to
New Delhi assisting genocide, says
Prashant Bhushan

(Im) Indian Supreme Court lawyer and human rights
activist Prashant Bhushan argued that New Delhi'’s
arms exports to Israel support genocide, violating
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, which guarantees
life and liberty for all, including non-citizens. Speaking
in Kochi, Bhushan emphasized that as a signatory to
the international convention against genocide, India
should not facilitate such acts through arms sales. He
also criticized courts for deferring to foreign policy on
such matters. [The Hindu]

These remarks came against the backdrop of the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) issuing multiple
rulings regarding Israel's military actions in Gaza,
particularly in relation to accusations of genocide
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brought by South Africa under the Genocide
Convention. In January, the IC) ordered Israel to take
measures to prevent acts of genocide against
Palestinians, ensure the provision of humanitarian aid,
and punish any incitement to commit genocide.

India has been supplying arms to Israel for years,
including during the 2024 Gaza conflict. While these
exports strengthen India's strategic ties with Israel,
they have sparked controversy and strained relations
with Arab nations and Iran due to the conflict's
sensitive nature.

India: Supreme Court’s order allows states
to levy taxes on mining activities
retrospectively from April 2005

(Im) India's Supreme Court has ruled that state
governments can collect past tax dues from mining
companies dating back to April 1, 2005, which is
expected to significantly impact the mining sector. The
financial burden could total around INR 1 trillion (USD
11.91 billion), according to a senior official from the
Ministry of Mines. The payments will be staggered over
12 years, starting in April 2026.

The ruling has raised concerns about its potential to
harm future investments in the mining industry unless
new legislation is enacted to mitigate the effects.
Following the decision, India's metal index dropped,
with major companies like JSW Steel, Tata Steel, and
NMDC seeing declines in their stock prices. [Reuters]

The ruling also raises concerns about potential
increases in coal prices, which could lead to higher
power tariffs and further legal challenges. [Policy
Circle]

India: 100 out of 173 Modi speeches since
March had Islamophobic remarks, Human
Rights Watch says

(Im) Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that of the
173 speeches Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered
after the model code of conduct came into effect in
March, 110 contained Islamophobic remarks. These
comments were allegedly aimed at undermining
political opposition and inciting fear among the Hindu
majority. Despite warnings from the Election
Commission, Modi continued to deliver speeches that
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HRW says incited hate against Muslims and other
minorities during the 2024 general election campaign.

HRW highlighted the rise of anti-Muslim hate speech
since the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in
2014, with incidents of violence and discrimination
against minorities becoming more normalized. Modi's
rhetoric, including derogatory references to Muslims,
and BJP-led state actions like selective demolitions and
restrictive regulations targeting Muslims, have
contributed to this trend. HRW called on Modi's
government to reverse its discriminatory policies,
address violence against minorities, and uphold justice
for the affected communities. [The Wire]

India: Bomb scare in Assam state after
separatist group announces it placed
explosives at 19 locations

(sg) A bomb scare erupted in India’s Assam state after
the banned militant group United Liberation Front of
Asom-Independent (ULFA-I) claimed to have planted
explosives at 19 locations across the state, including in
the capital city, Guwahati. Several suspicious packages
were recovered but lacked ignition devices.

The ULFA-1, an armed separatist group that seeks to
establish an independent state for the Assamese
people, claimed the bombs were planted in protest
against India's Independence Day celebrations. [Wion]

Maldives: Ex-President Abdulla Yameen's
Fuhgiri bribery case hearing cancelled;
Aarah trial still set

(sa) The scheduled court hearing for former Maldivian
President Abdulla Yameen, related to the leasing of
Raa atoll's Fuhgiri island, was unexpectedly cancelled.
Yameen is facing charges of accepting and laundering
USD 1 million in bribes during the leasing process of
Fuhgiri island. This hearing was planned for August 20
after a prolonged hiatus, but the Criminal Court cited
the unavailability of some key witnesses as the reason
for the cancellation.

Despite this cancellation, Yameen's legal troubles are
far from over. Another trial related to Vaavu atoll
Aarah remains scheduled for Wednesday. In this
separate case, Yameen and former Felidhoo MP
Yoosuf Naeem were previously convicted and
sentenced to 11 years in prison for corruption and
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money laundering, but their sentences were quashed
by the High Court, which ordered a retrial.

In addition to Yameen's charges in the Fuhgiri case, the
prosecution has also filed lawsuits against Sun
Construction Company and Sun Engineering Company,
indicating a broader investigation into corporate
involvement in the alleged corruption. These cases are
part of a wider legal scrutiny surrounding Yameen's
presidency and his alleged misuse of power during his
tenure. [AIR No.31, July/2024, 5] [the edition]

Maldives: President's Office Minister
Rameez dismissed

(Im) Minister at the President's Office, Adam Rameez,
who had been suspended since June 27, was dismissed
from his position. Rameez's suspension occurred
alongside that of his ex-wife, State Minister Fathimath
Shamnaz Ali Saleem, who was arrested on sorcery
charges but was later released after the charges were
dropped due to lack of evidence. Rameez was not
implicated in this investigation.

Previously a close associate of President Muizzu and a
former Male' City Council worker, Rameez has been
absent from public events in recent months. [the
edition]

Maldives: ACC to submit Zifleena flat
purchase case to PG Office

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) of the
Maldives is submitting the case of former State
Minister Zifleena Hassan's apartment purchase to the
Prosecutor General's Office for a decision on whether
to press charges. The case involves potential
corruption related to Zifleena's purchase of a flat in
Hulhumale' valued at MVR 3.5 million (USD 227,500).

Despite a Civil Court ruling in July confirming her
ownership, a private individual filed a complaint
alleging corruption. Zifleena defended herself, stating
that she bought the apartment before her tenure as
State Minister and declared it in her asset declaration.
She also addressed ongoing defamation against her,
particularly as a woman in politics. [the edition]
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Maldives: Male' City Council's Secretary
General dismissed

(Im) Male' City Council's Secretary General, Wajeeh
Naseer, was dismissed from his position following a
proposal by Deputy Mayor Ahmed Nareesh during a
council meeting. Mayor Adam Azim stated that while
Naseer was competent, he was slow in fulfilling his
legal responsibilities, leading to the dismissal. Nareesh
cited delays in responding to public correspondence as
a key issue.

Although Mayor Azim is from the opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), the majority of the council is
held by the People's National Congress (PNC) and the
Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM). [the edition]

Maldives: Bar Council of Maldives Seeks
Secretary General

(sa) The Bar Council of Maldives has re-announced a
vacancy for the position of Secretary General after a
lackluster response to the initial call. The role, offering
MVR 40,500 per month plus allowances, involves
managing administrative tasks and overseeing the
Council's meetings and decisions. Candidates must
have a legal degree, seven years of experience, and a
clean record with no bankruptcy or criminal
convictions. The re-announcement highlights the
Council's need for effective leadership and
transparency, crucial for maintaining legal integrity and
administrative efficiency within the Maldives' legal
system. [the edition]

Maldives: Life imprisonment for
enrichment from drug money, no pardon
for drug lords

(Im) The Maldives government plans to propose an
amendment to the Drug Act that would impose life
imprisonment for individuals who illicitly enrich
themselves from drug money. The amendment also
removes the possibility of pardon or reduced
sentences for those involved in drug cases with over
500 grams of drugs.

Under the current law, the maximum sentence for
illicit enrichment from drug trafficking is three years.
The proposed amendment allows the state to
confiscate funds and property linked to drug
trafficking, even if no conviction is made, provided the
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individual cannot explain the source of the funds. It
also mandates faster court trials and appeals, with
stricter search and seizure regulations. Capital
punishment may also be included for severe drug-
related cases. [the edition 1]

Security Services Committee will determine gangs and
gang leaders

In related updates, the Maldives government has
proposed amendments to the Prohibition of Gang
Violence Act, allowing a Security Services Committee to
determine gangs, their members, and leaders. This
five-member committee will include the Minister of
Homeland Security and Technology, the Police
Commissioner, the Chief of Defence Force, and the
heads of police and MNDF intelligence. Previously,
courts held this authority, but legal obstacles
prevented the identification of gang members.

Under the new bill, once gangs are identified, it will be
prohibited to conduct transactions with them, register
clubs under their names, and their details must be
publicly shared. Gang-affiliated individuals serving in
state positions will be dismissed and barred from
holding future government jobs or elected positions.

The bill also includes measures to prevent gang names
from being registered as legal entities and requires the
Commissioner of Police to update relevant state
institutions on gang activities every six months. The bill
outlines characteristics of gangs, including graffiti,
confessions, tattoos, and financial links to gang
leaders. [the edition 2]

Notably, the bill also restricts suspects' rights, including
denying bail and pardons, and allows for tagging and
monitoring gang members via MoniCon orders, with
fines up to MVR 1 million (USD 65,000) for gang-related
activities. [the edition 3]

Maldives: Ministry extends deadline for
settling expatriate related fees

(Im) The Ministry of Homeland Security and Technology
has extended the deadline for companies to settle
expatriate-related fees, including work permits and
quota fees, to August 31. Initially, companies were
required to clear their overdue payments by August

12, but as of August 15, only 20 companies had
complied. The Ministry warned that companies failing
to meet the new deadline will be suspended from the
expat system starting September 1, preventing them
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from accessing expatriate services such as work
permits and visas.

The Ministry had previously disclosed that 1,026
companies owed a total of MVR 636 million (USD 41.34
million), with some companies owing more than MVR
26 million (USD 1.69 million). Since publicizing the list,
the Ministry has recovered MVR 182.95 million (USD
11.89 million) in overdue payments. [the edition 1] [the
edition 2]

Maldives: Tourism Act bill debate,
committee work concluded in one day

(Im) The Maldives Parliament swiftly moved forward
with a government-proposed amendment to the
Tourism Act, which aims to shorten the payment
periods for lease extensions of islands and land plots
issued for resort development. Despite concerns
raised by the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) about the bill's fast pace, it moved forward with
strong support from the ruling party. After brief
discussions, all 75 attending members voted
unanimously to pass the bill, escalating it to the
Committee of the Whole House.

The bill proposes new payment terms: if settled within
six months, the fee remains USD 100,000 per year
extended, but if paid later, the fee doubles to USD
200,000. The amendment also adjusts the lump sum
payment requirements for extending leases. [the
edition]

Maldives: Immigration cracks down on
illegal immigrants with raids in Male

(sa) Maldives Immigration conducted a series of raids
in Male’ City on August 17, detaining several illegal
immigrants. This crackdown on illegal immigration is
part of a broader effort initiated since President
Mohamed Muizzu took office. Over 2,000 illegal
immigrants have been deported as part of these
intensified immigration operations, with several more
currently held in custody. [avas]

Allegations Against Expatriate Worker

In another development, Maldives Immigration has
issued a notice to a 32-year-old Bangladeshi national,
following social media allegations that he was involved
in killing cats and using their meat in food products.
[the edition]
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Maldives: New Central Bank governor
Ahmed Munawwar's focus on financial
sector reforms

(sa) Governor Ahmed Munawwar, who began his
tenure at the Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA) on
July 31, is focusing on transforming the financial sector.
Munawwar, who previously worked at MMA and the
Asian Development Bank, aims to double the financial
sector's contribution to GDP from 6.4 percent to 12
percent.

Munawwar plans to enhance the role of insurance
companies and banks, address challenges in asset
recovery, and promote Islamic finance. His strategy
includes introducing a unique digital currency for the
Maldives and leveraging the success of the tourism
sector to boost the financial industry.

He intends to address issues related to banking
services and legal frameworks to support financial
sector growth. Munawwar’s goal is to modernize the
financial system and establish the Maldives as a hub
for Islamic finance. [the edition]

Maldives: National Drug Agency appeals
for employment support for rehabilitated
drug users

(sa) Lubna Mohamed Zahir Hussain, Chair of the
National Drug Agency (NDA) and State Minister at the
Ministry of Homeland Security and Technology, has
called on State Owned Enterprises (SOEs) to provide
job opportunities for individuals who have completed
the NDA's Drug Rehabilitation Program. Hussain's
appeal includes expanding services to outpatient
treatments and improving medication.

The government is investing significantly in
rehabilitation, with an additional MVR 30 million (about
USD 1.9 million) allocated in the upcoming budget. [the
edition]

Maldives: First Lady promotes Girl Guides
Program and International Camp

(sa) First Lady and Chief Guide Sajida Mohamed
emphasized the value of Girl Guide activities, stating
that they equip girls with skills beneficial to their
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families, society, and the nation. She called for
increased participation from female students during a
ceremony at Salahuddin School. The event celebrated
the Maldives contingent, which will attend the Ceylona
2024 International Camp in Sri Lanka. The camp will
feature 305 Girl Guides and 32 adults, with the First
Lady presenting the national flag to the leader of the
Maldivian delegation. [the edition]

Maldives: Introduction of new regulations
for setline fishing

(sa) The Maldivian Cabinet has approved new
regulations for setline fishing, allowing for the
processing and export of accidentally caught sharks.
This follows the introduction of setline fishing for Big-
eye and Yellowfin tuna. The new rules stipulate that
sharks caught on setlines must be processed according
to international standards, but targeting sharks
remains prohibited.

Setline fishing regulations now include measures to
minimize shark bycatch, such as banning wire or cord
branch lines and requiring the release of live sharks.
Any sharks brought ashore must have their fins left
attached. These regulations aim to balance fisheries
management with conservation efforts, reflecting a
commitment to sustainable practices. [the edition 1]

In related updates, former President Mohamed
Nasheed voiced concerns about the potential harm of
allowing longline fishing in Maldivian waters. He
argued that this fishing method results in bycatch,
including rays, dolphins, seabirds, and sharks,
potentially damaging the Maldives' tourism and the
sustainability reputation of its pole-and-line tuna
brands.

The Ministry of Fisheries has drafted regulations for
longline fishing, opened for public comment, allowing
bycatch to be processed under international
standards. The Ministry assured that licenses would
adhere to regulations benefiting locals. Longline fishing
licenses had previously been halted due to EU
regulatory violations. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Government tackles financial
challenges with debt recovery, loan plans,
tax increases
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(sa) The Ministry of Homeland Security and Technology
has successfully recovered over MVR 182 million
(approximately USD 11.8 million) owed to the
Maldivian government. This recovery follows a broader
initiative launched on July 24, which involved
publishing a list of local employers with outstanding
expat quota fees and fines exceeding MVR 100,000
(about USD 6,500). The effort led to substantial
payments from the liable parties, contributing
significantly to state revenue.

President Mohamed Muizzu had previously announced
a goal to recover MVR 13 billion (around USD 844
million) in outstanding state debts. The government's
intensified recovery efforts reflect a commitment to
addressing financial shortfalls and enhancing revenue
collection. [sun online]

Plans for managing upcoming debt

The Maldivian government is planning to secure a USD
300 million loan next year to aid in managing the
significant debt repayments scheduled for 2026.
Finance Minister Dr. Mohamed Shafeeq outlined this
strategy during a session with the Public Accounts
Committee, indicating that the loan will be repaid over
several years to ease financial pressure. Additionally,
the government aims to strengthen the Sovereign
Development Fund (SDF) with a USD 250 million
deposit by 2026, allocating USD 200 millions of this for
loan repayment. With the total debt for 2026 projected
to exceed USD 972 million and over USD 648 million
due next year, managing these obligations is critical.
[the edition]

Amid these financial strategies, concerns about
corruption in managing public funds and debt
repayments have been highlighted. Corruption can
undermine financial stability by diverting resources
meant for debt repayment or development projects,
thus exacerbating the country’s economic challenges.
Ensuring transparency and accountability in handling
these funds is critical to maintaining public trust and
achieving financial stability.

Securing the loan and strengthening the SDF are
essential steps for managing Maldives' substantial debt
obligations. With the total national debt projected to
reach USD 8.37 billion by the end of the year, these
measures are designed to mitigate financial pressure.
However, the effectiveness of these strategies could be
compromised if corruption issues are not addressed,
potentially impacting the country's financial stability
and economic recovery effort.

Tax increases to address debt crisis
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To further stabilize the economy and manage
substantial debt repayments due in 2025 and 2026, the
Maldivian government will increase the Airport
Development Tax (ADC) and Green Tax. Finance
Minister Dr. Shafeeq announced these adjustments as
part of a broader strategy to boost foreign currency
revenue without imposing additional burdens through
GST, TGST, BPT, or withholding taxes.

The tax adjustments include, (a) increasing airport
development fees for first-class, business-class
passengers, and foreign travelers, (b) raising duties on
unhealthy products to discourage consumption, (c)
expanding the tax base and reviewing GST
administrative laws and adjusting green tax rates and
diversifying economic activities.

These measures are expected to raise revenue from
USD 145 million to USD 251 million from the increased
airport development tax and double the green tax.
While aimed at stabilizing the economy and managing
debt, these tax increases could impact tourism and
consumer behavior, potentially influencing revenue
generation and economic growth. [the edition]

Maldives: Tourist arrivals see nearly 15
percent growth in August year-on-year

(sa) The Maldives recorded over 100,000 tourist
arrivals in August, reflecting a 14.9 percent growth
compared to the same period last year. Between
August 1 and 17, 109,415 tourists arrived at Velana
International Airport, with an average of 6,436 tourists
visiting daily and staying for eight days. The Maldives
welcomed 1.29 million tourists from January to mid-
August, a 10.4 percent increase from the previous
year. China remains the top source market, followed
by Russia and the United Kingdom. [travel daily news]

Maldives: Severe weather triggers
flooding; task force formed

(sa) The Maldives has been experiencing severe
weather, leading to intense flooding across several
islands and the capital, Malé City, which received 89.4
millimeters of rainfall in 24 hours. The flooding
disrupted daily activities, prompting the government to
declare August 14 a public holiday. The Maldives
National Defence Force (MNDF) and Maldives Police
Service have been assisting with flood relief efforts,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ql/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-qr/

including draining water from streets and homes.
[raajje]

Against this backdrop, President Muizzu has
established a task force to monitor and address the
losses faced by citizens due to adverse weather
conditions. Chaired by the president, the task force
held its first meeting and is comprised of nine key
government officials, including ministers of defense,
health, climate change, and other sectors.

Additionally, the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) is working to develop regional
emergency operation centers across the atolls to
improve disaster response. The new centers will
involve collaboration with first responders like the
Maldives Police Service and the Maldives Red Crescent.
[sun online 1] [sun online 2] [the edition 1] [the edition
2]

Nepal: Maoist Centre Chair Dahal faces
internal rebellion as party leaders
demand leadership transition

(Im) At a recent standing committee meeting of the
main opposition Maoist Centre, party chair and
recently ousted Pushpa Kamal Dahal faced significant
opposition from two influential party leaders, Janardan
Sharma and Barsha Man Pun, who urged Dahal to step
down and pass leadership to their generation. This
demand marked a rare challenge for Dahal, who has
led the party for over three decades.

Sharma and Pun, both deputy general secretaries,
criticized Dahal's leadership and submitted proposals
calling for a review of his role. Sharma, in particular,
accused the leadership of using state power against
him and spreading disinformation.

This challenge was significant because it came from
within the core of the party’s leadership. Both Sharma
and Pun have considerable influence within the party’s
ranks and had previously contested for the general
secretary position at the party’s general convention in
early 2022. However, Dahal opted to appoint Dev
Gurung as general secretary, sidelining both Sharma
and Pun, which may have contributed to their growing
distance from Dahal over time.

Additionally, Dahal’s position had not faced such
substantial internal opposition since the departures of
key leaders Baburam Bhattarai and Mohan Baidya
nearly a decade ago. Bhattarai and Baidya had broken
away from the Maoist party to form their own factions,
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leaving Dahal relatively unchallenged within the party
for years.

Despite the intense pressure, during the meeting,
Dahal managed to quell the unrest, at least
temporarily, by promising to address the concerns
raised by Sharma and Pun through intra-party
dialogue. He assured the dissenters that the party
would resolve its theoretical and ideological
differences through internal discussions. Party
secretary Ram Karki echoed this sentiment, stating
that dialogue would be the primary tool for resolving
the disagreements.

Additionally, the party decided to hold consultative
meetings at the provincial level with the involvement of
office bearers to strengthen party unity. After these
meetings, the central committee will convene in mid-
September to discuss the possibility of calling a special
general convention, a move that had been previously
decided upon during the eighth general convention in
2022. However, some leaders, like party secretary
Lilamani Pokharel, noted that the decision to hold a
special general convention could only be made by the
central committee itself. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Peace process gets fresh push as
lower house endorses long-awaited
transitional justice bill

(iz) Nepal's peace process received a significant boost
after the House of Representatives endorsed a long-
awaited amendment to the Enforced Disappearances
Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act on
August 14. The revision came after nearly a decade of
delays following a 2015 Supreme Court ruling that
struck down provisions allowing amnesty for serious
human rights violations. The amendment aims to
address these issues but has faced criticism for being
silent on crimes such as child soldier recruitment,
crimes against humanity, and other war crimes.

The bill, supported by a three-party mechanism
formed by major political leaders, excludes amnesty
for serious human rights violations, such as rape,
enforced disappearances, and killings. However, it
allows for reconciliation and reduced sentencing in
lesser violations if certain criteria are met, such as
perpetrators providing information, cooperating with
investigations, and expressing remorse.

The bill's passage has been welcomed by some victims'
groups, who view it as a step toward truth, justice, and
reparation. However, human rights activists have
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expressed concerns, calling it flawed and warning that
it could still allow amnesty for serious violations.
Despite these criticisms, Nepal's political leaders,
including Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and main
opposition Maoist centre chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
hailed the bill as a milestone in concluding the peace
process.

The bill now moves to the upper house for approval
before it can be signed into law by the President. The
international community, including the United States,
the UN, and the European Union, welcomed the
development as a crucial step in Nepal's peace
journey, pledging their continued support for the
transitional justice process.

Nepal: Half a million elderly obtained
National IDs in a month despite
government reversal

(Im) Despite the Nepali government's reversal of its
decision to require National ID cards for social security
allowances, over 500,000 elderly citizens obtained the
cards in the month of Shrawan (mid-July to mid-
August). The National ID and Civil Registration
Department reported that this figure excludes those
above 90 years, individuals with disabilities, and other
vulnerable groups who were exempt from the new
requirement.

The requirement, announced on June 6, faced
significant backlash for imposing undue burden on
elderly citizens, leading to its reversal. Initially, the
National ID card was made compulsory for accessing
social security allowances, but after widespread
criticism—including concerns about the practical
difficulties and physical strain on elderly individuals—
the government decided to revoke the mandate.

The new ID cards will still be used for various services
starting January 2025. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: House committee records
statement of RSP joint general secretary
Acharya

(Im) On August 18, the parliamentary special
committee investigating the misappropriation of
cooperative funds recorded the statement of Bipin
Acharya, the joint general secretary of the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP).
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Acharya, formerly a creative director at Gorkha Media
Network, faces allegations of financial misconduct
alongside RSP chairman Rabi Lamichhane. The
committee’s inquiry centers on funds misappropriation
from cooperatives linked to Gitendra Babu (GB) Rai.

Documents show that Acharya transferred a total of
NPR 25.6 million (approximately USD 738,000) to
Gorkha Media—NPR 10 million (approximately USD
290,000) from Suryadarshan Saving and Credit
Cooperatives and NPR 15.5 million (approximately USD
450,000) from Supreme Cooperatives. Notably,
Acharya directed these funds to his own company
through Gorkha Media.

Further investigation revealed that Gorkha Media
transferred NPR 53.5 million (approximately USD 1.5
million) to Nobody Production Pvt Ltd, a company
founded by Acharya'’s wife, Surakshya Adhikari. The
funds were used to finance the television show
'Saregama Little Champs', which aired on Galaxy TV.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court seeks specific law
to address human smuggling

(Im) The Supreme Court of Nepal has directed the
government to create specific legislation to address
human smuggling. The court's decision, stemming
from a seven-year-old case, highlights the inadequacy
of existing laws—the Human Trafficking and Foreign
Employment Acts—in handling human smuggling
cases. The court has requested that the Ministry of
Home Affairs draft a comprehensive law and seek
ratification of the United Nations Protocol Against the
Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea, and Air. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Loan shark victims continue to
suffer as perpetrators exploit legal
loopholes

(Im) Since the introduction of the ordinance
criminalizing loan sharking in July 2023, victims in
Nepal have continued to face substantial challenges.
Despite the law, which has led to 3,322 complaints
being filed in Bara District with 1,043 resolved cases,
the process remains fraught with difficulties. Many
cases are intricate, involving multiple complaints
against single lenders and vice versa. Police officers
have noted challenges due to dishonesty on both
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sides, with some cases allegedly being resolved in
favor of the perpetrators. There are also accusations
that the police have accepted bribes from both parties
and pressured victims to reach compromises. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dr. Govinda KC seeks Supreme
Court review of verdict granting medical
college affiliation

(iz) Dr. Govinda KC, a renowned orthopedic surgeon
and activist, has petitioned Nepal's Supreme Court to
review its ruling that granted affiliation to B & C
Medical College in Birtamod. Dr. KC argues that the
division bench overstepped its jurisdiction by allowing
the college to launch an MBBS program, a decision that
contradicts the Supreme Court's established judicial
principles. The original verdict, which was in favor of B
& C College, owned by Durga Prasai, followed a legal
battle that began when Prasai claimed his college met
all criteria for affiliation.

Dr. KC contends that only the Constitutional Bench
should have jurisdiction to rule on whether legislation
aligns with the constitution, a role the division bench
improperly assumed. He and other activists argue that
the court's decision breaches the National Medical
Education Act of 2019, which limits the number of
medical colleges a university can affiliate with.
However, B & C College received its letter of intent
before the Act's implementation, making it exempt
from the law according to a provision.

Dr. KC has long campaigned for radical reforms in
Nepal's medical education sector, and his efforts have
often opposed the expansion of medical colleges he
deems non-compliant with national standards. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Madhesh chief minister removes
eight ministers of state

(Im) On August 13, Madhesh Chief Minister Satish
Kumar Singh dismissed all eight ministers of state from
his provincial cabinet after facing criticism for creating
an excessively large 20-member cabinet. The decision
came after reportedly securing approval from the
coalition parties. The Office of the Chief Minister and
Council of Ministers confirmed the move, and a letter
was sent to Madhesh Province Head Sumitra Subedi
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Bhandari to inform her of the changes. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Hearing on case against prime
suspect in refugee scam begins

(Im) The hearing against Bechan Jha, a prime suspect in
the Bhutanese refugee scam, began on August 15 in
the Kathmandu District Court. Jha faces charges
including cheating, forgery, state fraud, and organized
crime, related to a scheme in which individuals were
falsely sent to the United States as Bhutanese
refugees. The case was filed by the District Public
Prosecutor's Office after Nepal Police investigated the
scam for over a year, arresting Jha in June.

Jha's refusal to undergo a polygraph test has raised
concerns about his involvement, according to police.
Investigators also found a cheque for NPR 20 million
(USD 148,000) issued in Jha's name by another suspect,
Ramsharan KC, allegedly to facilitate the endorsement
of forged refugee documents through the Council of
Ministers. Jha denied any knowledge of the transaction
or involvement in the scam.

The refugee scam came to light after individuals who
paid large sums to be part of the resettlement
program, mostly Nepalis, were unable to emigrate to
the US and filed complaints with police. The scam
allegedly involved collaboration between racketeers
and high-ranking government officials, with Jha being a
central figure. In previous hearings, other key political
figures, including former deputy prime minister Top
Bahadur Rayamaijhi and former home minister Bal
Krishna Khand, were also implicated and jailed, though
some were later released on bail.

The Bhutanese refugee resettlement program,
overseen by the United Nations, ended in 2016, but a
subsequent fraudulent scheme added hundreds of
names to the list of refugees. The scam has garnered
widespread media attention, implicating numerous
political and government figures. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Parties still hesitant to let go of
time limit for corruption probe

(Im) Discussions in Nepal's House of Representatives
on the amendment of the Corruption Prevention Act
2002 have centered around the controversial statute of
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limitations for corruption cases. The proposed
amendment, registered by the KP Sharma Oli
government in 2019, has a provision that corruption
cases must be prosecuted within five years from when
the crime is discovered. However, there would be no
time limit for cases where the state suffers direct
losses.

Debates have been ongoing, with the Commission for
Investigation of Abuse of Authority proposing to
extend the window to 10 years, but political parties
remain divided. Lawmakers from the Nepali Congress
and Rastriya Swatantra Party have called for removing
the time limit, while other parties, including the two
major communist parties - the ruling Unified Marxist-
Leninist and the main opposition Maoist Centre -have
not clarified their positions.

Other aspects of the bill under scrutiny include
automatic suspensions of public officials once charges
are filed, which Maoist Centre leader Dahal suggested
should be revisited. He proposed further discussions
on whether suspension should occur only after
conviction or if compensation should be provided if the
accused is acquitted. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: First independent judicial inquiry
into aviation safety initiated

(Im) Nepal has initiated its first independent judicial
inquiry into aviation safety after 71 years and 109 air
crashes. The parliamentary International Relations and
Tourism Committee has ordered the formation of an
independent commission to investigate air safety
standards and recommend actions if fault is found.
This move follows recent plane crashes that damaged
Nepal's international reputation. The commission is
expected to report within 15 days.

This inquiry marks a historic shift, as Nepal has never
before conducted a judicial or criminal investigation
into aviation accidents. Although previous accident
investigations focused on safety improvements, they
did not address legal accountability. The new
commission aims to address this gap, though experts
note that there is no specific legislation to enforce its
recommendations. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Prior to the establishment of the judicial inquiry, 13
lawmakers from the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)
submitted a motion of urgent public importance to the
federal parliament, calling for a debate on air safety in
Nepal. The lawmakers criticized the lack of
accountability among aviation regulators and air
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service providers, citing two recent crashes within 15
days that claimed 23 lives. They also pointed out that
investigation reports are rarely made public and
recommendations are seldom implemented.

The motion also called for splitting the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal into two separate entities—one as a
regulatory body and the other as a service provider—
to improve safety oversight. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Experts call for enhanced
cybersecurity education and policy
framework to address growing threats

(Im) Experts at an interaction program held in
Kathmandu stressed the urgent need for enhanced
cybersecurity education, practical skills development,
and a stronger policy framework to counter rising
cyber threats in Nepal. Organized by the Information
Security Response Team Nepal (npCert) in
collaboration with the Centre for Cyber Security
Research and Innovation (CSR) and Texas College of
Management and IT, the event featured several key
speakers, including a former deputy inspector general
of Nepal Police. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Oil Corporation slashes fuel prices

(Im) Nepal Oil Corporation has announced a reduction
in fuel prices. The price of petrol has been decreased
by NPR 5 (USD 0.037) per liter, and the prices of diesel
and kerosene have been reduced by NPR 3 (USD 0.022)
per liter. In Kathmandu, Pokhara, and Dipayal, petrol
will now cost NPR 165 (USD 1.22) per liter, while diesel
and kerosene will be priced at NPR 155 (USD 1.14) per
liter. Price variations exist in other regions such as
Surkhet, Dang, and Charaali. The reductions are part of
the automatic fuel price mechanism based on tariffs
from the Indian Oil Corporation. Prices for LP gas and
aviation fuel remain unchanged. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Sudurpaschim Chief Minister Shah
wins trust vote

(Im) Sudurpaschim Chief Minister Kamal Bahadur Shah
won a vote of confidence from the provincial assembly
on August 14. In the 53-member assembly, Shah
received 36 votes, surpassing the required majority of
27. He was supported by 18 lawmakers from the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ah/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ak/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-au/

Nepali Congress, 11 from the Communist Party of
Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), and
seven from the Nagarik Unmukti Party. Opposition
came from the CPN (Maoist Centre) and the CPN
(Unified Socialist), while the Rastriya Prajatantra Party
and six Maoist Centre lawmakers were absent. This
marks Shah's second term as chief minister, having
previously served from February 2023 to April 2024. He
was reappointed on August 4. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Flood caused by glacial lake
outburst

(Im) A devastating flood in Thame village, located in
Nepal's Everest region, was caused by a glacial lake
outburst, local officials and experts reported. The
flood, which occurred on August 16, swept away at
least 14 buildings, including homes, hotels, a hostel,
and a clinic.

The flood underscores the growing threat posed by
melting glaciers in the Himalayas, which has led to the
formation of numerous unstable glacial lakes. These
lakes are prone to catastrophic outbursts, which can
cause significant flooding downstream. [Alarabiya
News]

173 people die from natural disasters since June 10

Since June 10, natural disasters, including landslides
and floods, have resulted in 173 deaths across Nepal.
Additionally, 223 people were injured, with the highest
number in Gandaki Province (46) and the lowest in
Karnali Province (13). Rescue operations have saved 28
people in Kathmandu Valley, 49 in Koshi Province, and
smaller numbers in other regions.

The disasters have also damaged 384 houses, 275
houses, 104 huts, 43 bridges, two school buildings, and
two government offices. Approximately 4,322 families
have been displaced, and 812 cattle have died due to
the disasters. [The Himalayan Times]

Pakistan: After ex-ISI chief Faiz Hameed,
three more senior army retired officers
arrested

(ht) After ex-ISI chief Faiza Hameed's arrest, the
Pakistan army has taken into custody three more
senior retired officers on disciplinary actions, having
connection with the aforementioned arrest. The Inter-
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Services Public Relations (ISPR) confirmed the
connection with Field General Court Martial (FGCM)
proceedings of Lt Gen (Retd) Faiz Hameed. Further
investigations are being held into their vested political
interests that are instigating instability in the country.
The ISPR had not announced ranks or names of
arrested retired officers but according to reports, two
were retired brigadiers and one colonel.

A week before, ex-ISI chief Faiz Hameed was arrested
on accounts of corruption, misuse of power, and for
violating the Pakistan Army pact. The charges against
Faiz are dated back to May 2017 when he was DG-C in
ISI. In April 2024, the army constituted a high-level
inquiry committee against Hameed headed by the
Major General, on orders of Supreme Court and
Ministry of Defense.

Previously, in 2023, ISI officials raided Faiz Hameed's
top city office and his house. During the raid, money,
gold and diamonds were seized. Moreover, there are
reports Gen Faiz involvement with facilitating former
Prime Minster Imran Khan while the latter from jail has
refuted the claim. Khan proclaimed Gen Faiz as an
‘asset’ that was wasted and denies any involvement,
calling for accountability of everyone. In addition, Khan
stated that Gen Faiz was removed at the request of
Nawaz and Shehbaz Sharif. [Firstpost] [Pakistan
Observer] [The Express Tribune]

Imran Khan distances himself from Gen Faiz, says court
martial army's internal matter

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf's (PTI) founder Imran
Khan has distanced himself from the matter and
reiterated that there is no connection between him
and General Faiz. Khan stated that he did not aim to
remove General Faiz from office amid regime change
in Afghanistan and arranged a meeting with US envoy
on Afghanistan's peace process with Zalmay Khalilzad
and Taliban representatives. The cricketer-turned-
politician highlighted that he exchanged heated
argument with General (retd) Qamar Javed Bajwa over
removal of former ISI chief from office, but Bajwa
removed Faiz for the sake of his extension and spiked
terrorism in the country. [Geo News 1]

Ex-CJP Saqib Nisar denounces fake news linking his
London visit with Gen Faiz arrest

Former Chief Justice of Pakistan Saqib Nisar confirmed
his presence in London for annual holidays but refused
any of his connection with arrest of General Faiz
Hamid. He expressed concern over the spread of fake
news against him as he was abroad for annual holidays
to meet with family and friends in Norway, Scotland,
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and back to Pakistan in September. The Former Chief
rejected speculations against rumors of his risk of
arrest regarding a wider inquiry into the matter. [Geo
News 2]

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court bars final
verdict in Imran Khan's GBP 190 million
settlement case

(Im) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has accepted a
request by Imran Khan, Pakistan'’s jailed former prime
minister and founder of the main opposition Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), to halt the trial court from issuing
a final verdict in the GBP 190 million (PKR 67.86 billion)
settlement case. A two-member IHC bench heard
Khan's plea, which seeks records from the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) regarding the closure of
the case, in which Khan is accused of causing a
significant loss to the national exchequer.

The trial involves Khan, his wife Bushra Bibi, and other
PTI leaders accused of facilitating a settlement
between the PTI government and a property tycoon,
which allegedly resulted in the loss of GBP 190 million
(PKR 67.86 billion) to Pakistan. They are also accused of
benefiting from land for Al Qadir University. The IHC
allowed the trial court to continue proceedings but
suspended the final verdict pending NAB's response,
due by August 21.

This case is linked to a settlement between Pakistan
and the UK's National Crime Agency, involving the
return of GBP 190 million (PKR 67.86 billion) to
Pakistan, which was allegedly misappropriated by
Khan's government. [Geo News]

Pakistan: Supreme Court directs high
court to stop proceedings in audio leaks
case till further orders

(Im) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has accepted an
appeal from the federal government concerning an
audio leaks case involving Bushra Bibi, the wife of
jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan, and Najamul
Saqib, son of former Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar.
The court has ordered the Islamabad High Court (IHC)
to cease all further proceedings in the case until
further notice.

The case gained traction after an IHC ruling on May 29
barred intelligence agencies, including the ISl and the
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Intelligence Bureau (IB), from engaging in phone
tapping and call data recording. This decision came in
response to a viral audio leak allegedly involving
Najamul Saqib discussing election-related monetary
dealings. The government's concern is that this
restriction hampers intelligence and law enforcement
agencies' abilities to conduct counterintelligence
operations against criminals and terrorists.

While the IHC temporarily allowed telecom companies
to provide suspect data for post-crime investigations
on June 25, it upheld restrictions on broader
surveillance, creating complications for intelligence
work. The federal government subsequently
challenged this order in the Supreme Court.

The court's suspension of the IHC's June 25 ruling has
effectively paused ongoing legal proceedings, with the
Supreme Court issuing notices to all relevant parties
and adjourning the hearing indefinitely. The federal
government is seeking the reversal of the IHC's
decision, which it claims undermines intelligence and
counterterrorism operations. [Geo News]

Pakistan: Former army chief threatened
to impose martial law in late 2022 to
defuse political deadlock

(Im) Pakistan's Defense Minister Khawaja Asif revealed
that former Chief of Army Staff General (retd) Qamar
Javed Bajwa had threatened to impose martial law in
November 2022 while seeking a second extension of
six months to one year to defuse a political deadlock
between former Prime Minister Imran Khan and the
coalition government led by the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

Asif's comments came in response to Punjab Assembly
Speaker Malik Ahmed Khan, who stated that Bajwa did
not seek an extension, recalling Bajwa's denial of such
intentions during a United States embassy meeting.
Asif clarified that both he and Malik Ahmed were
discussing different situations.

Asif - a member of the ruling PML-N - reiterated his
belief that Bajwa played a key role in bringing Khan to
power and maintained control during Khan's tenure,
despite Khan publicly praising the former army chief.
He also mentioned Bajwa's close relationship with
General (retd) Faiz Hamid, expressing that Bajwa
wanted Faiz to succeed him as army chief. [Geo News]
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Pakistan: MQM-P leader warns of unrest
in Karachi due to government's
discriminatory treatment

(ss) Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P)
leader Dr. Farooq Sattar has warned of potential
unrest in the southern port city of Karachi due to the
government's discriminatory treatment toward the
city. During a press conference, Sattar criticized the
disparity between relief efforts in Karachi and other
regions, particularly Punjab. He highlighted the
oppressive electricity bills in Karachi, noting that while
other regions saw a slight reduction in fuel adjustment
charges, Karachi's bills increased by PKR 5.

Sattar accused K-Electric of charging residents unfair
surcharges, calling these charges illegal and comparing
them to the petroleum levy imposed during the
previous PTl government. He warned that if the
government doesn't address these issues, widespread
unrest could erupt in Karachi and other cities in Sindh.

Sattar also expressed frustration that despite Karachi
contributing 65 to 70 percent of the national budget,
the city receives minimal support in return. He called
for the reversal of recent increases in fuel adjustment
charges and demanded subsidies for Karachi's
electricity bills.

Additionally, Sattar suggested that there might be a
conspiracy against Karachi as industries continue to
relocate to Punjab. He warned that MQM-P may be
forced to back strikes initiated by the business
community if the situation remains unresolved. [The
Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan's
PTI to hold power show on August 22 in
Islamabad

(ht) Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan
has decided to hold a public rally in Islamabad on
August 22. This announcement follows months of the
party's struggle to gain permission for public
gatherings in the federal capital. Authorities have
repeatedly denied PTI the necessary approvals, citing
security concerns and public complaints.

In June, Islamabad High Court (IHC) had directed the
party and the city's administration to resolve the
matter, leading to the issuance of a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) for a rally. However, the certificate
was later suspended by the Islamabad Chief
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Commissioner due to the start of Muharram and
lingering security issues.

PTI challenged the suspension in court, seeking
contempt of court proceedings, and again sought
permission to hold a public gathering on August 13.
Despite these legal hurdles, PTI has persisted in its
plans to organize a large rally in the capital. [Geo
News]

Pakistan: Two journalists attacked and
tortured

(ss) Journalist Khursheed Rajput was reportedly
tortured by local police on August 9, and journalist
Kashif Ghafoor Arain was attacked and robbed on
August 11, in separate incidents across Pakistan. The
International Federation of Journalists (IF)) and the
Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) strongly
condemned these attacks and urged provincial police
authorities to conduct thorough investigations. [IFJ]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan
seeks Oxford University chancellor role

(Im) Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has
applied to run for the role of chancellor at the
University of Oxford from his prison cell, according to
his aide, Sayed Zulfigar Bukhari. Khan, who served as
Pakistan's leader from 2018 to 2022, is currently
incarcerated on a series of charges, including
corruption and sedition, which he denies, alleging
military involvement. Despite his legal troubles, Khan
remains a popular figure in Pakistan.

A graduate of Oxford University in 1975, Khan is
competing for the chancellorship against candidates
such as former British prime ministers Tony Blair and
Boris Johnson. The position, which lasts for ten years,
is elected by the university's Convocation members—
degree holders from Oxford—through an online ballot
starting in late October 2024.

Khan previously served as the chancellor of Bradford
University from 2005 to 2014. [Voice of America]

Pakistan: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa minister
resigns over ‘corruption, bad governance’
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(Im) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for Communication
and Works Shakeel Ahmad Khan has resigned,
accusing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl)-backed
provincial government of corruption and bad
governance. He claimed that interference from Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur was hindering his ability to
perform his duties effectively. Shakeel alleged that the
government had compromised on its principles and
that corruption had undermined the party's manifesto.
In response, Chief Minister Gandapur stated that he
had not yet received Shakeel's written resignation but
confirmed that a summary to de-notify the minister
had already been sent to the governor based on a
committee's recommendation. [Geo News]

Pakistan: Azhar resigns as PTIl's Punjab
president, laments 'lack of access' to
jailed party founder Imran Khan

(Im) Hammad Azhar, a key figure in main opposition
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) and former federal
minister, has resigned from his position as president of
the party's Punjab chapter, citing restricted movement
and lack of access to the incarnated PTI founder Imran
Khan. Azhar, who has been in hiding due to legal cases
related to the May 9 unrest, shared his grievances
about the internal workings of PTl's Punjab
organization. He lamented that many decisions within
the party were based on lobbying and personal
interests rather than merit, which led to his inability to
effectively contribute to the party's direction.

Despite his resignation, Azhar emphasized his
unwavering loyalty to Imran Khan, stating that he
would continue to support the PTI founder as a
worker. He reiterated that the leadership of the party
should be in the hands of individuals who have direct
access to Khan and can provide him with accurate
information.

In a show of solidarity, PTI Lahore President Chaudhry
Asghar and Secretary-General Hafiz Zeeshan Rasheed
also resigned following Azhar's announcement.

This is not the first time Azhar has stepped down from
a leadership role within PTI; he had previously resigned
from his posts as acting president and general
secretary of the party's Punjab chapter in March, citing
similar concerns. [Geo News]
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Pakistan: Punjab Assembly officials tight-
lipped on luxury car purchases for
speaker

(Im) Punjab Assembly officials have remained silent
about the recent purchase of luxury vehicles for the
speaker, deputy speaker, and other officials, sparking
controversy. Opposition lawmakers allege that five
luxury cars, costing a total of PKR 180 million (USD
648,000), were bought at taxpayer expense.

While Punjab's Finance Minister Mujtaba Shuja ur
Rehman defended the purchase, citing the need to
accommodate foreign dignitaries, he did not disclose
the specifics of the cars or costs. Speaker Malik
Muhammad Ahmad Khan also defended the
acquisition, stating that he opted for an off-road jeep
instead of a high-end German luxury car due to the
country's financial situation. However, both officials
have refused to provide further details despite
repeated requests from the media.

The purchases were reportedly made under the newly
framed Punjab Secretariat Staff Car Regulations 2024,
which entitle the speaker and deputy speaker to two
luxury vehicles each, with no restrictions on fuel usage.
[Geo News]

Pakistan: Former Adiala Jail Deputy
Superintendent arrested for secretly
aiding ex-premier Imran Khan

(ss) Muhammad Akram, the former deputy
superintendent of Adiala Jail, has been arrested for
allegedly assisting the incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder and former Prime Minister Imran
Khan by conveying his messages outside the prison.
Akram was removed from his position in June and
replaced by Tahir Siddique as the security supervision
for Khan, who has been imprisoned for over a year on
various charges. [Geo News]

Pakistan: 95 injured in Karachi due to
aerial firing on Independence Day eve; 14
arrested

(ss) On the eve of Pakistan's 78th Independence Day,
at least 95 people were injured due to aerial firing
incidents - a common but unlawful celebratory
practice - in the port city of Karachi. The injured
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included 75 males and 20 females, with victims ranging
from a 74-year-old man to a five-year-old child. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: Karakoram Highway blocked as
floods wreak havoc in Gilgit Baltistan

(ht) Flash floods, triggered by rapidly melting glaciers in
Pakistan's administrative territory of Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB), have caused widespread destruction, blocking
the Karakoram Highway (KKH) at multiple points due to
mudslides. The flooding has swept away crops,
damaged dozens of houses, and blocked roads such as
the Gilgit-Shandur and Gilgit-Ghizer routes. Several
villages have been cut off, and key infrastructure like
bridges, roads, water supply channels, and electricity
systems have been severely affected. Thousands of
passengers, including tourists, remain stranded.
Despite the damage, no official statement has been
issued by the government on the scale of the
devastation. [Dawn]

Pakistan: Increased surveillance blamed
for slowdown of internet

(ht) Pakistan has experienced a significant internet
slowdown, with speeds reduced by 30 to 40 percent,
attributed to increased government surveillance and
testing of an internet firewall. The slowdown is
impacting businesses and daily activities, with
concerns raised over the economic consequences.

The Wireless and Internet Service Providers
Association of Pakistan (WISPAP) warned of a potential
"mass exodus" of businesses, as e-commerce,
freelancers, and other sectors suffer. Activists and
digital rights organizations have condemned the lack of
transparency and the economic toll, urging the
government to clarify its actions and address the
disruptions, which threaten the country's digital
economy and investor confidence. [Geo News 1]

Senate body seeks resolution of internet, social media
issues within two weeks

Against this backdrop, the Senate Standing Committee
on Information Technology has directed authorities to
resolve ongoing internet and social media issues within
two weeks. The committee members raised concerns
about the impact of internet slowdowns on businesses,
particularly e-commerce. Senator Khan reported losses
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of at least PKR 500 million (USD 1.8 million) due to the
slowdown. [Geo News 2]

Pakistan: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government extends provision of free
solar systems to deserving families

(ht) The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has
announced an extension of its free solar systems
program, benefiting a total of 130,000 deserving
families across the province. This includes an
additional 30,000 families from merged districts.
Priority will be given to areas with high power losses,
backward regions, and the hottest areas. [Radio
Pakistan]

Pakistan: Security posts attacked in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Baluchistan
provinces

(ht) Militants carried out multiple grenade and gun
attacks on security posts and other locations in
Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
provinces.

A head constable was killed, and a constable was
injured in a grenade attack on a check post in Lower
Dir. Security forces and police repelled attacks in
several areas, including Shangla, Khyber district, and
South Waziristan. In Quetta, an eight-year-old child was
killed, and 12 others, including six children, were
injured in grenade attacks near a hotel and a bridge.
Additional attacks targeted security posts in Quetta
and Noshki, though no further casualties were
reported. [Dawn]

In a separate incident in Bajaur, a district in
northwestern Pakistan, a tribal leader was killed by an
IED while heading to a function. Militants frequently
target tribal elders in the region, as these leaders act
as intermediaries between the state and the local
population.

Sri Lanka: Record 39 candidates approved
for September presidential election

(sa) Sri Lanka's Election Commission has approved a
record 39 candidates to contest the upcoming
presidential election on September 21, making it the
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largest number of contenders in the country’s electoral
history.

This election follows the 2019 presidential election,
which saw 35 candidates compete, and comes at a
time when Sri Lanka is under immense international
scrutiny due to its economic recovery efforts under an
International Monetary Fund bailout program. Over 17
million people are eligible to vote in this election. [Al
Jazzeera] [Associated Press] [The Hindu]

Increased support for President Ranil Wickremesinghe

Wickremesinghe, who is also the leader of the United
National Party (UNP) and the current Finance Minister,
is running for re-election on the strength of his
economic reform efforts, which have helped stabilize
key economic indicators. However, Wickremesinghe's
reforms have drawn criticism for increasing taxes and
failing to alleviate the high cost of living for ordinary
citizens. Critics also accuse him of shielding corrupt
members of the previous administration in exchange
for political support.

Wickremesinghe, who submitted his nomination on
August 15 as an independent candidate has garnered
the support of a grand alliance of over 30 political
parties and groups. [The Hindu]

Wickremesinghe's primary challengers include Sajith
Premadasa, his former deputy and leader of the
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B), and Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, leader of the Marxist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP). Both candidates have gained support
from those dissatisfied with the current government's
economic policies.

Namal Rajapaksa

Adding to the complexity of the election is the
candidacy of Namal Rajapaksa, son of former
President Mahinda Rajapaksa and nephew of
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Nominated as the presidential
candidate for the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP),
currently the single-largest party in Parliament,
Namal's candidacy will be a key test of the remaining
political influence of the Rajapaksa family, which was
once dominant in Sri Lankan politics but saw its
popularity plummet during the economic crisis. Namal
has served as a Member of Parliament for the
Hambantota District since 2010 and has held various
ministerial positions, including Minister of Youth Affairs
and Sports. [Colombo Gazette 1]

Despite the SLPP's decision to nominate him, several
SLPP MPs have chosen to support Wickremesinghe,
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reflecting divisions within the party and dissatisfaction
with the Rajapaksa nomination. However, his entrance
has been welcomed by India’s former minister and BJP
member, Subramanian Swamy. [Colombo Gazette 2]
[Daily Mirror 1]

Latest support pledges

In recent political developments, Jagath Priyankara,
leader of the Jathika Nidahas Peramuna in Puttalam,
has pledged his support to President Ranil
Wickremesinghe. Similarly, Dr. Rajitha Senaratne, MP
for Kalutara District from the Samagi Jana Balawegaya,
has extended his support to the President during a
meeting at the Gangarama temple. Senaratne, who
served as Health Minister under Wickremesinghe's
government in 2015, assured his unconditional
backing. [Colombo Gazette 3]

The Ceylon Workers' Congress (CWC), which represents
the interests of estate workers primarily in the tea and
rubber plantations, has announced its decision to
support President Ranil Wickremesinghe in the
upcoming Presidential election. [Daily Mirror 2]

However, Former President Maithripala Sirisena's
request for support from President Ranil
Wickremesinghe was rejected. Sirisena’s appeal, made
through an intermediary, was not well received.
Agriculture Minister Mahinda Amaraweera criticized
Sirisena, accusing him of deceit and noting his loss of
support and credibility. He pointed out that Sirisena's
former ally, Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, is now running for
President with another group. Amaraweera affirmed
the SLFP's support for Wickremesinghe and the
Podujana Eksath Peramuna, praising
Wickremesinghe's leadership and urging party
members to work hard for his victory. [Daily Mirror 3]

In other updates, Ranawaka signed an agreement with
Premadasa to collaborate for the upcoming election.
Similarly, the All-Ceylon Makkal Congress (ACMC),
which focuses on Muslim minority politics, led by
Bathiudeen, announced its support for Premadasa.
Similarly, SLPP MPs like Nalaka Godhewa , Dullas
Alahapperuma have decided to support Premadasa,
further fracturing the SLPP's political party. [Colombo
Gazette 4]

Sri Lanka: Presidential election campaign
strategies and key issues

(sa) As Sri Lanka approaches its presidential election,
candidates are positioning themselves against a
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backdrop of economic turmoil, corruption, and societal
unrest. The major players in the race are articulating
their strategies and visions for the country's future.

Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S/B) stands firm

Chamith Wijesundara, National Organizer of the S)B
youth wing Samagi Tharuna Balawegaya, firmly stated
that the SJB has not engaged in any political deals,
including with figures like Namal Rajapaksa.
Wijesundara pointed out that it is other candidates
who have a history of political alliances, citing past
deals involving the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
with figures like Chandrika Kumaratunga and Mahinda
Rajapaksa, as well as their support for Sarath Fonseka
in 2010. Wijesundara urged voters not to be misled by
false promises. [Daily Mirror 1]

Incumbent President Ranil Wickremesinghe seeks
mandate for continuity

Incumbent President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who has
officially submitted his nomination, is campaigning on
the promise of continued stability and progress. He
echoes the people’s mandate of a bright future for Sri
Lanka. Wickremesinghe highlighted the improvements
made during his tenure, including the stabilization of
essential supplies like food and fuel. He contrasted his
leadership with that of opposition members, accusing
them of abandoning the nation during its recent crises.
Wickremesinghe's campaign focuses on maintaining
the course of stability and addressing ongoing
challenges. [Daily Mirror 2]

At the "Puluwan Sri Lanka" rally in Anuradhapura,
President Ranil Wickremesinghe urged Sajith
Premadasa and Anura Kumara Dissanayake to
withdraw from the presidential race if they can't
answer key questions about their plans. He criticized
them for their inaction during crises, such as the gas
cylinder price hike, and warned that their proposals
might jeopardize IMF agreements.

In response, NPP Leader Dissanayake revealed that
former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa ignored a May
2022 letter from the NPP offering solutions to the
economic crisis and requesting a power transfer.
Dissanayake argued Rajapaksa's silence showed a fear
of facing corruption issues.

Dissanayake's remarks came as a rebuttal to
Wickremesinghe's claims that opposition figures,
including himself, failed to act during critical times.
Wickremesinghe defended his administration's
progress, including successful agricultural policies, and
criticized opposition leaders for only addressing
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problems politically rather than offering real solutions
[Colombo Gazette 1]

Anura Kumara Dissanayake and his call for change

National People’s Power (NPP) leader Anura Kumara
Dissanayake is framing the election as a crucial
moment for change. After submitting his nomination,
Dissanayake criticized the current system for failing to
address the country’s longstanding issues. Dissanayake
believes the NPP represents the only viable option for
significant transformation. He argues that the current
situation, marked by economic hardship, corruption,
and violence, necessitates a new direction. [Daily
Mirror 3]

Additionally, he has outlined ambitious plans for a
future government. At a recent rally, he pledged that
the NPP would remove VAT on medicines, medical
tests, school items, supplementary reading books, and
potentially food items in its first budget. Additionally,
the NPP aims to simplify the tax system, recover
defaulted taxes from businesses—including liquor
manufacturers—and address the issue of Rs. 1,100
billion (approximately USD 5.6 billion) in defaulted
taxes.

Dissanayake also emphasized that a key priority for the
NPP would be to bring back former Central Bank
Governor Arjuna Mahendran, who fled to Singapore.
He announced plans to engage with the IMF for tax
relief, increase the Pay As You Earn (PAYE) tax
threshold from Rs. 100,000 to Rs. 200,000, and provide
low-income families with a minimum monthly
allowance of Rs. 10,000. Additionally, the NPP
government will streamline operations by limiting the
Cabinet to 25 members and eliminating State
Ministers, while remaining committed to combating
fraud and corruption. [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5]

Sajith Premadasa stance

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa today vowed to
abolish the Executive Presidency if elected next month.
Speaking at a rally in Ruwanwella, Premadasa criticized
past leaders for failing to deliver on similar promises
and asserted that he would introduce a system based
on the legislature to ensure greater accountability and
democratic governance.

Premadasa's pledge aims to shift power from the
presidency to a more balanced legislative system,
enhancing transparency and oversight. He emphasized
that this reform is essential for restoring public trust
and improving governance, alongside his broader
plans for economic and social reforms. Additionally, he
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has pledged to negotiate a new agreement with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), emphasizing that
the upcoming deal, under a government led by the
Samagi Jana Sandhanaya, will prioritize humanitarian
concerns. [Daily Mirror 6] [news island]

This year's election is taking place amid severe
economic challenges, including skyrocketing inflation,
high unemployment, and a general decline in living
standards. The economic downturn has exacerbated
public frustration and discontent. Additionally, recent
incidents of violence and corruption scandals have
further eroded trust in the political system. These
issues are central to the election discourse, as
candidates grapple with how to address the deep-
seated problems affecting Sri Lankan society.

Sri Lanka: NPP leader Dissanayake
accuses President Wickremesinghe of
violating election laws with advisor
appointments

(sa) Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of the left-wing
National People's Power (NPP) and candidate in the
forthcoming presidential election, has criticized the
appointment of former Ministers Harin Fernando and
Manusha Nanayakkara as presidential advisors,
labeling it a violation of election laws. At a recent news
conference, Dissanayake highlighted that the Elections
Commission had issued a circular prohibiting new
appointments during the election period. He accused
President Ranil Wickremesinghe of disregarding this
directive by appointing Fernando and Nanayakkara to
advisory roles for their previous ministries.

Dissanayake contended that these appointments allow
Fernando and Nanayakkara to influence their former
ministries and access state resources, including
vehicles and funds. He also accused Wickremesinghe's
United National Party (UNP) of misusing state funds,
citing similar appointments of other UNP members
such as Akila Viraj, Sagala Ratnayake, and Ashu
Marasinghe, as well as Navin Dissanayake's
appointment as a Governor. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission receives
more than 630 complaints; candidates’
high campaign budgets raise concerns

(sa) As of August 18, the Sri Lankan Election
Commission has received 631 complaints related to
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the upcoming presidential election, scheduled for
September 21. These complaints were submitted
between July 31 and August 18, with 65 of them
reported on August 18 alone, specifically regarding
violations of election laws. The National Centre for
Election Complaint Management handled 346
complaints, while the District Centres received 285.
Most complaints were categorized as breaches of
election laws, with one incident of violence reported.
[Daily Mirror 1]

To ensure a transparent and fair election, the Election
Commission has implemented stringent measures
requiring presidential candidates to disclose their
campaign funding sources and adhere to a spending
limit. Under the new Campaign Finance Act, candidates
must report their expenditures and sources within 21
days after the election, with these reports being
reviewed and published for public scrutiny. The
Commission has set a spending cap of Rs. 109.00
(approximately USD 0.30) per voter. [Daily Mirror 2]

However, candidates have proposed significantly
higher budgets: Sajith Premadasa and Ranil
Wickremesinghe each plan to spend LKR 4.2 billion
(about USD 11.3 million, or LKR 250 per voter); Namal
Rajapaksa aims for LKR 5.1 billion (approximately USD
13.8 million, or LKR 300 per voter); Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has allocated LKR 3.4 billion (around USD
9.2 million, or LKR 200 per voter); and Janaka
Rathnayaka intends to spend LKR 340 million
(approximately USD 925,000, or LKR 20 per voter).

Rathnayaka criticized the high campaign expenditures,
suggesting that the funds could significantly reduce the
country's debt. He also expressed concern over the
appropriateness of such spending in a country where
40 percent of the population struggles to afford meals.
Rathnayaka called for an investigation into how
candidates are amassing such large sums of money
without apparent tax contributions. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Gender inequality in 2024
presidential election

(sa) Sri Lanka faces a male-dominated race with no
female candidates, highlighting ongoing gender
inequality. Historically, only three women have run for
president: Srima Dissanayake and Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga in 1994, and Ajantha
Pererain 2019, with Kumaratunga being the only one
to win.
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Current statistics show women hold just 5.8 percent of
parliamentary seats, have no representation in
provincial councils, and only 1.9 percent in local
authorities. Former Election Commissioner Mahinda
Deshapriya cites entrenched male-dominated politics
as a barrier to female participation, noting the Election
Commission’s limited role in promoting gender
equality. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Hoax recruitment website for
Election Commission circulates ahead of
presidential polls

(sa) Sri Lanka's Election Commission has filed a police
complaint regarding a fake website falsely advertising
recruitment opportunities for the upcoming
presidential election, scheduled for September 21. The
hoax site, circulated through Facebook and WhatsApp,
claimed to offer job vacancies with the Commission.
Users were directed to a blogspot URL, which collected
personal details and encouraged them to share the
site with others. [AEP Fact Check] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Election security and disaster
management

(sa) As the 2024 presidential election approaches, a top
official informed that police from the Ministerial
Security Division (MSD) and Special Task Force (STF) will
be assigned to protect key candidates.

The security committee met with candidate
coordinators to outline security protocols.
Coordinators were briefed on managing security and
the committee's provisions.

The four main candidates—Ranil Wickremesinghe,
Sajith Premadasa, Anura Kumara Dissanayake, and
Namal Rajapaksa—will begin their campaign rallies
after the nomination period ends on August 15. Each
party plans to conduct 100 rallies. Coordinators have
been instructed to provide schedules for their
candidates' events. Security measures will be tailored
to the location of rallies, with the Police and STF
overseeing protection throughout the election period.
The armed forces will be on standby if needed, as
directed by the Chief of Defence Staff. [Daily Mirror 1]

The heightened security is particularly necessary
considering Sri Lanka's volatile political history, where
previous elections have been marred by violence and
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unrest. The measures aim to prevent a repeat of past
incidents and ensure a safer environment for all
candidates and their supporters.

Dissanayake’s stance on election security

Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of the National
People’s Power (NPP), addressed election security
concerns at a press conference. He stressed that fears
of violence should not overshadow the right to contest
and campaign. Dissanayake argued that focusing on
security threats undermines democratic principles and
reaffirmed the NPP's commitment to a robust
campaign, which includes a door-to-door canvassing
effort starting August 15. The NPP aims to reach over
50% of households nationwide. [Daily Mirror 2]

Dissanayake’s approach reflects his commitment to
maintaining democratic processes despite challenges.
It also follows citizens' concerns due to certain
prevailing conditions in regions across Sri Lanka. By
downplaying security concerns, Dissanayake aims to
project confidence and resilience, which could
galvanize supporters and strengthen the party's

Disaster management measures for presidential election

Beyond presidential security, Disaster Management
Authorities have announced a special program to
ensure that voters can cast their ballots during any
disaster-related emergencies. State Minister of
Defence Premitha Bandara Tennakoon led a meeting
with officials from the Disaster Management Centre
(DMC), the tri-forces, Civil Security Department, and
other relevant agencies to discuss the plan.

The DMC will implement measures by the Elections
Commission’s guidelines to guarantee every citizen's
right to vote during emergencies. A District Election
Disaster Management Special Unit will be established,
with the DMC's hotline 117 remaining operational
throughout the election period. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Wages Board increases daily
wage for plantation workers to roughly
USD 5.61

(sa) The Wages Board has increased the daily wage for
plantation workers to LKR 1,700 (USD 5.61) following a
meeting on August 12. President Ranil Wickremesinghe
had previously warned that he would enact new laws,
if needed, to ensure this wage increase. Seven
plantation companies have agreed to implement the
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new daily salary for plantation workers. [Colombo
Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Women Parliamentarians’
Caucus condemns gang rape of 16-year-
old girl

(aa) The Women Parliamentarians' Caucus has
condemned the gang rape of a 16-year-old girl in
Thanamalwila, Sri Lanka, and the alleged harassment
by a Judicial Medical Officer in Hambantota. The abuse
reportedly began in 2023, and the victim's mother
accused the medical officer of further verbal and
emotional harassment.

The caucus emphasized the need for authorities,
including the National Child Protection Authority and
the Ministries of Health, Education, and Justice, to act
responsibly and ensure the victim's dignity and
recovery. The statement also urged enhanced training
for teachers and medical officers to prevent and
sensitively handle such cases. It called for full
cooperation in the investigation and highlighted Sri
Lanka's obligations under the UN Conventions on the
Rights of the Child and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Economic risks loom if IMF
reforms reversed; calls for debt plan
reassessment, better governance

(aa/lm) Sri Lanka could face severe consequences if it
reverses its current International Monetary Fund (IMF)-
backed economic reforms, warned Chandranath
Amarasekara, Assistant Governor of the Central Bank.
These policies, implemented by President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, have helped stabilize the economy
after an extended economic crisis and debt default in
2022. However, opposition leaders Sajith Premadasa
and Anura Kumara Dissanayaka, both presidential
contenders, have pledged to revise the IMF deal.
[EconomyNext]

Economist urges political, bureaucratic leaders to reassess
debt plan, improve governance

Using a similar language, economist Nishan de Mel has
urged Sri Lanka's political and bureaucratic leaders to
reassess the country's current debt sustainability plan
with a fresh Debt Sustainability Analysis (DSA) to
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establish a more realistic path out of the debt crisis.
Speaking at a forum organized by the Sri Lanka-Korea
Business Council, de Mel criticized the existing debt
restructuring efforts as shallow and warned that the
current IMF-backed DSA is based on flawed data and
analysis, risking Sri Lanka's stability.

He highlighted the need for deeper restructuring,
noting that countries that undergo multiple
restructurings typically achieve more sustainable
outcomes. De Mel emphasized the importance of
updating targets based on a new DSA and called for
greater transparency in budget proposals and fiscal
projections. He criticized the Finance Ministry for
consistent misrepresentation in budget calculations
and urged the government to provide detailed
justifications for its figures to ensure accuracy and
accountability. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Entry to Sigiriya suspended
after wasp attack injures 70 tourists

(sa) Entry to Sigiriya, an ancient rock fortress and
UNESCO World Heritage Site located in the Central
Province of Sri Lanka, was suspended on August 14
after 70 local and foreign tourists were stung by wasps,
prompting the Central Cultural Fund (CCF) to halt visits
for safety reasons. Among those injured, 26 foreign
and 13 local tourists were treated at the Sigiriya
Divisional Hospital. The wasp attack, believed to be
triggered by intense heat and an influx of tourists, was
the first of its kind at the site. [Daily Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-gk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-gu/

Cambodia: Prime minister calls for
national unity amid controversy over
Cambodia-Laos-Vietham economic zone

(to) On August 16, 2024, Prime Minister Hun Manet
addressed a gathering in Phnom Penh, emphasizing
the importance of national unity to safeguard
Cambodia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Speaking to approximately 1,000 attendees
responsible for weddings and traditional ceremonies,
the Prime Minister warned against divisions fueled by
extremist groups and urged Cambodians to learn from
the country's history of internal conflict.

The remarks were made in the context of ongoing
concerns about territorial issues in the Cambodia-
Laos-Vietnam (CLV) Triangle Development Area, which
includes several northeastern provinces of Cambodia.
The Prime Minister called for unity to prevent potential
losses of territory and to maintain national stability.
[Khmer Times]

The CLV is a cooperative initiative designed to promote
economic development in the border provinces of
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. It focuses on reducing
poverty and enhancing regional integration. The
initiative achieves these goals by promoting cross-
border trade and investment. Additionally, it supports
infrastructure development and cooperation in various
sectors, such as agriculture, industry, tourism, and
human resource development. The agreement
facilitates the free flow of movement of residents from
these provinces across the borders into neighboring
countries.

Due to Cambodia’s lenient immigration policies and
ongoing corruption issues, many Cambodians are
increasingly concerned about the implications of long-
term agricultural land concessions to Viethamese or
Lao investors. These concessions could grant foreign
investors extensive rights over large areas of
Cambodian land. As a result, this could effectively
reduce Cambodia’s sovereignty and control over these
areas. Furthermore, many Cambodians hold a deep-
seated resentment towards Vietnam, viewing it as a
"historic enemy," largely due to the loss of Kampuchea
Krom, a region in the lower Mekong Delta that now
forms much of southern Vietnam.

This historical grievance continues to fuel distrust,
especially as the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), led
by Hun Sen, has longstanding relations with Vietnam’s
Communist Party. Hun Sen's rise to power began after
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a Vietnam-led invasion drove out the Khmer Rouge in
1979, and his successive political career has been
closely linked to Vietnam's influence in Cambodia. After
stepping down as prime minister in 2023, he appointed
his son, Hun Manet, as prime minister, continuing the
CPP's dominance. [Radio Free Asia 1]

Protests have erupted in Cambodia and among
overseas Cambodian communities over the CLV
Triangle Development Area. Activists, concerned that
the deal could result in Cambodia losing territory and
resources to Vietnam, have voiced their opposition
both online and in public demonstrations.

On July 22, three Cambodian activists, Srun Srorn, Peng
Sophea, and San Sith, posted an 11-minute video on
Facebook criticizing the CLV agreement. This video
quickly garnered attention and led to their arrest the
following day, July 23, as ordered by former Prime
Minister Hun Sen, who accused the activists of inciting
unrest. This crackdown sparked the beginning of
protests in Cambodia shortly after their arrest.

In response to the growing discontent, Cambodians
living abroad in countries such as South Korea, Japan,
Canada, and Australia began staging protests during
the weekend of August 10-11, amplifying the concerns
about the CLV agreement and the government’s harsh
response. [Radio Free Asia 2]

Cambodia: Phnom Penh Police execute
raids on illegal gambling and drug-theft
operations

(to) On August 14, the Phnom Penh police conducted a
successful raid on an illegal gambling operation in Sen
Sok District. The operation, located on Concrete Road
in Tumnup Village, Sangkat Phnom Penh Thmey, was
carried out following reports from local residents. The
police confiscated equipment used for online lottery
activities, including a computer and other related
items.

This action is part of a larger initiative to crack down on
illegal gambling in the area. [Khmer Times]

The next day, on August 15, the Phnom Penh police
conducted another raid, this time targeting a gang
involved in drug-related theft in Por Sen Chey District.
The raid took place in Prey Tea village and resulted in
the arrest of nine suspects who had been involved in
intimidating local residents by stealing and using
drugs. Items used for drug consumption and theft
were confiscated during the raid.
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The suspects have been transferred to the Po Sen Chey
District Police Inspectorate for further legal
proceedings as part of the city’'s ongoing efforts to
combat drug-related crimes. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: 70 percent of set renewable
energy goals to be achieved by 2030

(to) During a visit to the ceremony of ZO Motors' new
vehicle assembly plant in Pursat province on 18 August
Cambodian Minister of Mines and Energy Keo Rattanak
announced the government’s target to generate at
least 70 percent of the country's energy from
renewable sources by 2030. The initiative, which builds
on Cambodia’s current achievement of generating 62
percent of its energy from clean sources, is part of a
broader commitment to environmental sustainability
and economic growth.

Rattanak emphasized the role of renewable energy,
including solar, wind, hydro, and biomass, in meeting
these goals and urged the public to support such
projects. The announcement also highlighted the
significance of the Power Development Plan (PDP) for
2022-2040, developed in cooperation with the Asian
Development Bank, which aims to enhance energy
security and sustainability in Cambodia. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Anies Baswedan’s candidacy in
jeopardy as Nasdem and PKS reconsider
support

(si) Anies Baswedan's political future faces uncertainty
as both the National Democratic Party (Nasdem) and
the Prosperous Justice Party (PKS) reconsider their
support for his candidacy in the upcoming Jakarta
gubernatorial election. Baswedan ran as an
independent in the presidential election, but for the
gubernatorial contest, he could not. PKS continues in
its endorsement of Baswedan, but it is unclear what
coalition will be built and which party he will
representing.

Nasdem, which had previously backed Anies in the
presidential election in February, has decided to
support Ridwan Kamil instead, effectively ending its
partnership with Anies. Surya Paloh, the chairman of
Nasdem, officially announced this during his visit to
President-elect Prabowo on August 15. Meanwhile, PKS
has hinted at withdrawing its support after Anies failed
to confirm their preferred running mate.
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To be eligible for the Jakarta gubernatorial election, a
political party or coalition must control at least 22
seats in the provincial legislature. Currently, PKS is the
largest party, holding 18 seats. Without these critical
alliances, Anies struggles to meet the electoral
threshold required to secure his candidacy.
[JakartaGlobe 1]

These developments place Anies in a precarious
position, as he cannot run independently due to the
expired registration deadline. His chances now hinge
on forming a new coalition, which appears increasingly
challenging given that Nasdem and PKS were his
primary supporters.

Ahmad Iman Syukri, the National Awakening Party
(PKB) spokesman, stated that if PKS withdraws its
support for Anies Baswedan, PKB alone would be
unable to secure his candidacy since they hold only 10
seats. If he fails to build a viable coalition, Anies risks
being sidelined in the Jakarta election, significantly
impacting his political trajectory. [JakartaGlobe 2]

The upcoming Jakarta gubernatorial election in
November 2024 is attracting significant attention with
around 20 potential candidates being discussed.
Among the most prominent figures are Anies, former
Jakarta Governor from 2017 to 2022, who recently lost
in the February presidential election, and Basuki
Tjahaja Purnama, commonly known as Ahok, another
former Jakarta governor. Other strong contenders
include Ridwan Kamil, the former Governor of West
Java, and the family of incoming President Prabowo
Subianto, with his niece Sara Djojohadikusumo and
nephew Budi Djiwandono being potential candidates.

Jakarta remains a crucial political and economic hub,
even as the nation’s capital moves to Nusantara,
making the governorship a highly coveted position
with the potential to serve as a springboard to higher
office. [CNA]

Indonesia: 2025 government work plan
includes eight “quick-win” programs

(si) On August 18, National Development Planning
Minister Suharso Monoarfa revealed that the 2025
Government Work Plan (RKP) will incorporate eight
"quick-win" programs in a State Budget Bill conference.

These initiatives, proposed by President-elect Prabowo
Subianto and Vice President-elect Gibran Rakabuming

Raka, include a free nutritious lunch program for over

15 million students nationwide, efforts to boost
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agricultural productivity, and free health checkups with
a focus on reducing tuberculosis cases. The plan also
covers constructing and renovating schools, continuing
social welfare programs, developing village
infrastructure, and increasing civil servant salaries.

The 2025 RKP's quick-win programs reflect the
priorities of the next government, aiming to address
pressing issues across education, healthcare,
agriculture, and social welfare. Significant investments
are planned, such as an IDR 71 trillion budget (USD 4.6
billion) for the free lunch program and the
development of 250,000 hectares of agricultural land
in various provinces.

Other key areas include building hospitals with
complete facilities, improving classroom infrastructure,
and optimizing state revenue, all of which highlight the
administration's commitment to comprehensive
national development. [Antara]

Indonesia: Prabowo's free school meal
program to start January 2025

(si) On August 19, the newly established National
Nutrition Agency announced that President-Elect
Prabowo Subianto's free school meal program will
commence on January 2, 2025. The agency, created by
President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo, is tasked with
ensuring the nutritional needs of the population and
preparing Prabowo's initiative to provide free lunches
to all Indonesian school children. Dadan Hindayana,
appointed by Jokowi as the head of the agency, shared
these details shortly after his inauguration.

The program will have a budget of IDR 71 trillion (USD
4.6 billion) for 2025, managed by the National Nutrition
Agency. The initiative will not only cover school
children but also students at boarding schools,
pregnant women, breastfeeding mothers, and
toddlers. [JakartaGlobe]

Indonesia: Health checks to prevent
monkeypox tightened

(si) On August 18, the Indonesian Health Ministry
announced tightened health checks for foreign
nationals entering the country, including state guests,
to prevent the entry of the monkeypox virus (Mpox).
During an online press conference, Yudhi Pramono,
the Acting Director General of Disease Prevention and
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Control, explained that the new measures include a
mandatory questionnaire covering medical history,
recent contact activities, and travel destinations. This
initiative aims to enhance data collection for better
preparedness.

Pramono emphasized the need for increased vigilance
due to the global rise in Mpox cases, particularly in
Congo, where cases reached 2,999 this year. The World
Health Organization (WHO) declared a global health
emergency for Mpox on August 14, leading Indonesia
to tighten its entry procedures.

While the overall Mpox situation in Indonesia has
improved, with fewer cases in 2024 compared to the
previous year, the focus remains on preventing the
more dangerous clade 1b from entering the country.
[Antara]

Indonesia: Foreign debt rises 2.7 percent
in Q2

(si) On August 15, Bank Indonesia reported that the
country’s foreign debt increased by 2.7 percent year-
on-year, reaching USD 408.6 billion in the second
quarter of 2024, up from USD 403.9 billion in the
previous quarter.

The rise was driven by both public and private debt,
though government debt slightly contracted. Most of
the government's debt remains long-term, with
significant portions allocated to sectors like health,
defense, and education. Bank Indonesia emphasized
that the debt structure is still healthy, with a debt-to-
GDP ratio of 29.9 percent.

Private sector debt also showed growth, primarily in
manufacturing, financial services, electricity, and
mining sectors, while 76.7 percent of this debt is also
long-term. The government and Bank Indonesia
stressed the importance of maintaining prudence in
debt management to support sustainable economic
growth while minimizing risks to economic stability.
[Tempo]

Indonesia: Minister Roeslani urges
business cooperation to drive economic
growth

(si) In a press statement on August 19, Minister of
Investment Rosan Roeslani emphasized the
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importance of cooperation with the business sector to
bolster Indonesia's economic growth. Speaking shortly
after his inauguration as head of the Investment
Coordinating Board (BKPM), Roeslani highlighted that
investment contributes significantly to the nation's
economy, accounting for at least 30 percent of its
growth alongside domestic consumption, government
spending, and exports. He stressed that the
government alone cannot drive this growth, making
collaboration with private enterprises essential.

Roeslani was officially appointed as Minister of
Investment by President Joko Widodo, following
Presidential Decree Number 92P of 2024. [Antara]

Laos: New health centers for work-
related injuries to be launched

(dgl) The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare and six
hospitals in Vientiane Capital signed an agreement to
establish occupational health check-up centers to
prevent work-related injuries and illnesses.

A centralized database will track workers' job histories
to analyze workplace-related illnesses, deaths, and
occupational diseases caused by poor working
conditions. This data will help authorities and
employers improve labor safety and health standards.

In addition, the centers will monitor the health of
workers exposed to hazards, certify fitness for work
after prolonged absences, and determine safe working
conditions for employees with illnesses, injuries, or
disabilities. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Seventh month trade deficit
recorded

(ma) Laos experienced a USD 154 million trade deficit
in July 2024, marking the seventh consecutive month of
trade imbalance. The country's trade volume reached
USD 1.220 billion, with imports significantly
outweighing exports, leading to this continued deficit.

Laos’ main export markets were China, Vietnam,
Thailand, the United States, and Australia. Key exports
included mixed gold, electrical appliances, and
potassium salt. The primary imports were diesel fuel,
mechanical equipment, and finished chemical
products, sourced mainly from China, Thailand,
Vietnam, the United States, and Japan.
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Despite recent growth in trade volumes, Laos
continues to face challenges in achieving a trade
balance, reflecting ongoing economic difficulties. [The
Laotian Times]

Laos: Telecommunications fraud network
in Golden Triangle Special Economic Zone
dismantled

(dqgl) In a crackdown on telecommunications fraud, 771
individuals were arrested in the Golden Triangle
Special Economic Zone on August 12. This coordinated
operation, led by Bokeo Public Security, involved 205
personnel from local and international security forces,
including units from Laos and China.

The detainees included 282 women and 489 men from
15 nationalities: 275 Lao nationals, 231 from Myanmar,
106 from China, 73 from the Philippines, 29 from India,
and 20 from Indonesia. Smaller groups came from
Mozambique, Ethiopia, Uganda, Vietnam, Tunisia,
Colombia, Georgia, and Burundi.

During the operation extensive equipment used in the
fraudulent activities were uncovered, including 709
desktop computers, 28 laptops, 1,896 mobile phones,
2 iPads, and 10 USB drives.

The Lao nationals were released with warnings and
returned to their communities, while the 106 Chinese
detainees were handed over to Chinese authorities at
the Luang Namtha international checkpoint on August
15. The other foreign detainees were transferred to
their respective embassies for further processing. [The
Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Barisan Nasional wins Nenggiri
by-election

(oc) On August 17, voters in Nenggiri went to the polls
where the Barisan Nasional (BN) candidate won by a
3,352 majority. The winner, Mohd Azmawai Firi Ghani,
was up against the right-wing Malaysian Islamic Party
(PAS) candidate Mohd Rizwadi who represented the
Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition.

PN is the second largest political coalition in Malaysia’s
House of Representatives with 74 seats after Pakatan
Harapan (PH) with 81 seats and ahead of BN with 30
seats.
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The win was rather large with the BN candidate
numbering 9,091 votes, while his contender received
5,739 votes. The voter turnout stood at 71 percent.

Commenting on the election outcome, Prime Minister
and PH Chairman Anwar Ibrahim hailed Mohd
Azmawai Firi Ghani's victory as signal for the people’s
acceptance of the unity government in which PH has
16 and BN six ministers.

This victory could be viewed as imperative in the
context of turning the tide back against PN's dominant
presence in Kelatan state. They control 42 out of its 45
seats. BN's win in Nenggiri is a sign of government
support amidst regional sympathy for the opposition.
[Malay Mail 1] [Malay Mail 2] [The Star]

Malaysia: Department of Statistics reports
1.5 percent increase in jobs

(oc) On August 14, the Department of Statistics for
Malaysia (DOSM) announced a 1.5 percent growth in
the number of jobs in the second quarter of 2024. This
brings the number of jobs in the economic sector to
8.96 million according to the DOSM'’s Employment
Statistics. [Malay Mail]

Chief statistician Mohd Uzir Mahidin noted that the rise
in jobs goes hand in hand with an unemployment rate
at 3.3 percent, citing as reasons for this development a
strong domestic economy, combined with an
improvement in external trade. He added that these
trends are likely to continue for the remaining year and
the job market will be further bolstered by foreign
investment, alongside business confidence in the
service sector.

The manufacturing sector contributed 33.9 percent of
jobs created, numbering 10,800 new jobs. Construction
also represented 11.6 percent, totaling 3,700 new jobs.
[The Edge Malaysial

Malaysia: Bank Islam expects 6 percent
GDP growth

(oc) On August 14 Bank Islam Malaysia Bhd estimated
a 6 percent GDP growth in the second quarter of 2024.
This is slightly higher than the Department of Statistics
Malaysia's estimate of 5.8 percent and Bank Negara
Malaysia's, the central bank'’s, 5.9 percent figure on
August 16. [Malay Mail]
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Bank Islam based this prediction of numerous
grounds. It cited the stable labor market with a stable
unemployment rate at 3.3 percent. Furthermore the
9.5 million foreign tourists in the first 5 months of 2024
meant economic activity in the country was bigger than
last year's 7.5 million tourists in the same period.

Another economic driver is expectations of foreign
investment which could drive certain industries like
construction. While Malaysia’s investment into Al
initiatives and renewable energy will, as Bank Islam
suggests, might strengthen economic growth. They see
the upcoming Johor and Singapore SEZ agreement an
example of these plans. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Civil Service pay increase set to
be introduced

(oc) Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim announced that all
civil servants will see a pay increase. On August 16 he
said a newly reformed pay structure will come in
December. Despite pay rises across all grades,
increases are still based on grade. Expected for
December is an 8 percent rise for those in lower and
middle grades while a 4 percent rise for higher
management. Later, in January 2026 the two groups
will be subject to more rises at 7 percent and 3
percent.

The changed payment system, the prime minister
affirmed, is aimed at producing incentives for better
performance so that a more efficient civil service can
materialize. These planned outcomes of efficiency and
productivity have found a consensus amongst
government officials.

The Public Service Department director general, Abdul
Aziz, said these reforms marked a transitionary phase
for the civil servants to take up a new approach of
discipline and productivity. This productivity centered
around effort and respect, Anwar believes, shows how
a reformed civil service fits into the MADANI economy.
[Bernama] [Malay Mail] [X]

Malaysia: New Mayor of Kuala Lumpur
announced

(oc) Maimunah Modh Sharif was appointed mayor of
Kuala Lumpur on August 15, marking her as the first
female mayor of the city. King Ibrahim has consented
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to her appointment under section 4 of the Federal
Capital Act 1960. [Malay Mail]

Maimunah was the former mayor of Penang and has
39 years worth experience in urban planning making
her suitable for the role. She worked as the UN
Habitat's executive director for 6 years and holds both
Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Urban Planning. It is
clear she has wide expertise in urban studies and its
implementation, which is further highlighted by the
reward of Urban Panner of the Year received from the
housing and local government. [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Escalation in atrocities
committed by Myanmar military reported

(sc) On August 13, the Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM or Mechanism)
released its annual report detailing the escalation of
war crimes and crimes against humanity by the
Myanmar military from July 2023 to June 2024. The
report highlights intensifying armed conflicts across
the country, with documented war crimes including
aerial bombings of non-military targets such as schools
and hospitals, and brutal acts like beheadings and the
public display of mutilated bodies intended to terrorize
civilians. Head of the Mechanism, Nicholas Koumijian,
emphasized the “substantial evidence” collected
showing an alarming level of brutality aimed at
punishing the civilian population. [IIMM]

The report also sheds light on the unlawful
imprisonment and torture of perceived military
opponents, documenting widespread and systematic
torture practices in detention such as beatings, electric
shocks, and severe sexual violence. Despite extensive
evidence from over 900 sources and more than 400
eyewitness testimonies, no one has yet been held
accountable, perpetuating a culture of impunity within
the country. Koumjian expressed a commitment to
breaking this cycle by building criminal cases against
key perpetrators.

In addition to current atrocities, the IIMM continues to
investigate crimes committed during the 2016 and
2017 clearance operations against the Rohingya, aiding
in ongoing international legal proceedings. The
Mechanism, established by the United Nations Human
Rights Council in 2018, aims to facilitate justice by
collecting and organizing evidence of Myanmar's most
serious international crimes since 2011, preparing case
files for use in national and international courts. This
effort is part of a broader attempt to address the
impunity of perpetrators and deliver justice to victims.
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Myanmar: Rumors of detention of military
chief denied

(sc) Myanmar's military on August 13, dismissed
rumors that junta chief Min Aung Hlaing had been
detained in a coup as "propaganda" spread by
"traitors," coinciding with an upcoming visit by China's
foreign minister. These rumors, which emerged from
social media posts suggesting a shift in the junta's
leadership amid public criticisms and territorial losses
to ethnic minority groups, were deemed efforts to
disrupt national peace and stability. The military
affirmed that the government was continuing to fulfill
its responsibilities amidst these unfounded claims.
[Eleven]

The Tatmadaw news information team specifically
addressed these rumors, which had gained traction
after being initially posted by an account named
Captain Seagull on Facebook, calling them unfounded
and aimed at creating unrest. This clarification came as
various media outlets inadvertently amplified these
false reports, heightening public anxiety. Meanwhile,
the military's statement reinforced that state
operations were proceeding normally, with officials
dedicated to maintaining order.

Three days later, on August 16, three lieutenant
generals from Min Aung Hlaing's inner circle were
promoted to general to secure his leadership.
According to military sources, those promoted include
Lt. Gen. Aung Lin Dwe (DSA-25), Lt. Gen. Ye Win Oo
(OTS-77), and Lt. Gen. Nyo Saw (DSA-23), who are also
reported leaders of a countercoup within the regime’s
governing State Administration Council. [Shan Herald
Agency for News][The Irrawaddy]

This period of uncertainty is further complicated by
recent military setbacks, where an alliance of ethnic
armed groups has successfully seized significant
territory in northern Shan state, including the strategic
northeastern command in Lashio. This marks a
significant loss for the junta since their 2021 coup,
drawing unprecedented criticism from its supporters.
Amid these internal conflicts, Min Aung Hlaing has
accused foreign entities of supplying the opposition
with military aid, adding a layer of international
intrigue to the ongoing political crisis in Myanmar.

Myanmar: Junta prepares defensive
measure in capital of Rakhine State


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ykl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ykr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ykr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-yky/

(tl) Myanmar junta's military has been constructing a
barbed wire fence along a 5km road parallel to the
Kaladan River in Sittwe town, the seat of the junta's
Rakhine administration, to defend against the Arakan
Army (AA). The junta has blockaded Sittwe since
November last year when fighting broke out with
Arakan Army, and has mined the waters around the
city. The AA has taken control of most of northern
Rakhine and neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin
State. Many residents have left Sittwe following clashes
elsewhere in the state, and some cannot afford to pay
travel costs or are prevented from leaving by the
junta's blockade.

Junta troops have been building bunkers and brick
walls day and night across the cantonment in Sittwe.
The regime has previously allowed air travel but has
banned road and water transport out of Sittwe. Civil
servants are being turned back by the military due to
tightened checks at the airport. [Dhaka Tribune][Radio
Free Aisa]

Meanwhile, the AA has captured a town in the far
south of Rakhine State, Kyeintali, just 67 km from Gwa,
the southernmost town in Rakhine. The AA launched
attacks on a junta checkpoint in Chin Kwin Village,
leading to the town's fall on August 14.

Following the town's fall, junta troops have regrouped
in two locations between Kyeintali and Gwa towns to
prevent further attacks. Staff and patients from local
cottage hospitals and public hospitals in Gwa town
have moved to Pathein town, the capital of
Ayeyarwady's Region as the battle between the AA
army and the junta unit advances. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Pro-democracy force to capture
second largest city

(tl) Pro-democracy forces in Mandalay region have
captured nine junta military posts and opened a new
offensive in three townships under junta control. The
National Unity Government (NUG), formed after a 2021
coup, seized the positions in Thabeikkyin township,
located on the Irrawaddy River and about 100 km (62
miles) north of the Mandalay city.

The Mandalay People's Defense Force (PDF) under
NUG also launched offensives in Taungtha, Natogyi,
and Myingyan, three townships about 100 km
southwest of Mandalay. On August 12, PDF forces
seized a clothing industry in Taungtha Township, close
to a major gas pipeline that supplies China. Over half
of the town's inhabitants have left after warnings from
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PDF and some have even fled to monasteries. The
junta's air force launched eight airstrikes, and buildings
in the town were damaged.

Both sides have suffered casualties, though neither
released any information about the battle. Myanmar's
military has faced unprecedented battlefield setbacks
since last year when pro-democracy PDFs and allied
ethnic minority insurgents went on the offensive
nationwide.

The Mandalay PDF has one of the country's strongest
pro-democracy resistance groups and has taken
control of Mogoke and Singu towns while the fight is
still going on in the townships of Madaya, Thabeikkyin,
Patheingyi, Myingyan, Taungtha, and Natogyi. [Radio
Free Asia] [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Pro-junta backers angry as
junta boss failed policies mount

(tl) Myanmar dictator Min Aung Hlaing has faced
significant criticism from his pro-junta supporters due
to perceived failures in leadership. The ethnic armed
group Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) has captured the junta military's
Northeastern Command, a unit known for its extensive
combat history and past successes. This incident
marks the second time the junta’s military capabilities
have been questioned, following a series of defeats in
northern Shan State.

Former military Lieutenant Colonel Hla Swe, a member
of the military's proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party, has also criticized Min Aung Hlaing
in a column for the military-backed Bullet News
Journal. Hla Swe highlighted that past military leaders,
such as General Saw Maung, personally visited the
front lines in Kyugok town during the Sisiwan Tarpan
Battle against the Communist Party of Burma in 1986.
He noted that Saw Maung's deputy, Than Shwe, closely
supervised the battle from the Northeastern
Command in Lashio.

Pauk Kodaw, a monk and pro-junta supporter,
criticized Min Aung Hlaing on social media for his
leadership failures. Ultra-nationalist monk U Wirathu
also mocked Min Aung Hlaing online, accusing him of
surrendering northern Shan State to resistance forces.
The pro-democracy National Unity Government,
through Defense Minister U Yee Mon, claims that the
military regime now controls fewer than 100 of the 350
towns across the country.
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Despite the growing discontent, Min Aung Hlaing
remains in Naypyitaw, the junta's administrative
center, where he has been meeting with his cabinet to
discuss traditional performing arts competitions and
national sporting events. [The Irrawaddy][Radio Free
Asia]

Myanmar: Yangon region faces electricity
shortage

(tl) Myanmar's Yangon region will face longer and more
frequent power cuts due to a generating plantin
Mandalay Region's Myingyan Township halting
operations. Singapore-based Sembcorp Industries
suspended operations at its 225 megawatt gas-fired
power plant in Myingyan Township in Mandalay earlier
this month (see AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2).

The Yangon Electricity Supply Corporation noted the
plant will resume operations as soon as possible, once
conditions are safe. The national grid lost 4,920
megawatts after Sembcorp suspension. Sembcorp's
225 MW gas-fired power plant operated in 2019 and
VPower has run a 90 MW gas-powered plant in
Myingyan Township.

Blackouts are typically shorter in the monsoon season,
but since the coup, blackouts have become
commonplace throughout Myanmar, even in its
commercial capital, Yangon. [The Irrawaddy][Radio
Free Asia]

Myanmar: Bank tycoon prosecuted

(tl) Yoma Bank's director and CEO, Ba Maung Sein,
senior manager Zarni Tun, and two other executives
are set to be prosecuted by the Myanmar junta for
violating banking regulations. The charges relate to
exceeding the central bank's housing loan quota and
providing mortgages through Yoma Bank to Myanmar
residents for purchasing real estate in Thailand.

Serge Pun, also known as U Theim Wai, a prominent
Burmese tycoon and owner of Yoma Bank, was
questioned in June and later detained by the junta.
Yoma Strategic Holdings informed the Singapore Stock
Exchange that Serge Pun is cooperating with
authorities in Naypyitaw. In late July, after 17 years as
executive chairman of Yoma Strategic Holdings
Limited, Serge Pun stepped down, with his eldest son,
Melvyn Pun, assuming the role of chairman.
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Additionally, Serge Pun resigned from leadership
positions in 105 Yoma firms and Myanmar Thilawa
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Holdings, a separate
consortium. Yoma companies operate across various
consumer service sectors, including banking, real
estate, healthcare, tourism, and automotive industries.
[Singapore Business Review] [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Vice President Duterte’s
husband, brother implicated in USD 198
million drug smuggling case

(rr) In the Philippines, a former Bureau of Customs
(BOC) intelligence officer, Jimmy Guban, testified on
August 16 before a House quad-committee
investigation, linking key political figures to a major
drug smuggling operation. Guban implicated Vice
President Sara Duterte’s husband, Manases Carpio; her
brother, Davao City 1st District Rep. Paolo Duterte; and
former presidential economic adviser Michael Yang in
the smuggling of PHP 11 billion (USD 198 million) worth
of methamphetamine at the Manila International
Container Port (MICP) in 2018.

According to Guban'’s testimony, Davao City Councilor
Nilo Abellera introduced him to the operation in 2017,
presenting himself as a trusted business partner of
Rep. Duterte, Carpio, and Yang. Guban alleged that
Abellera requested him to ease restrictions on
shipments connected to the trio. He described Michael
Yang as a "big-time importer of drugs," further
revealing that Yang is currently facing an arrest order
for contempt of the House Committee on Dangerous
Drugs due to his failure to attend hearings related to a
PHP 3.6 billion (USD 64.8 million) drug bust in Mexico,
Pampanga.

Despite these revelations, several figures named in
Guban's testimony have denied involvement. Michael
Yang, for instance, rejected the accusations, while
former National Press Club president Paul Gutierrez,
who Guban also implicated, dismissed the claims as
fabrications. Additionally, former Department of
Environment and Natural Resources undersecretary
Benny Antiporda, mentioned in connection with other
questionable shipments, also denied any wrongdoing.

Guban, who is currently detained at the National
Bilibid Prison after being convicted for his role in the
smuggling operation, is appealing his conviction before
the Court of Appeals. The House committee has
ordered invitations for all individuals mentioned by
Guban to testify as the investigation continues.
[Philippine News Agency]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-yuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-yut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-yui/

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. signs law
expanding Shariah jurisdiction

(Im) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. signed a
new law expanding the jurisdiction of Shariah courts
beyond the southern, predominantly Muslim regions
of the country. The law creates three additional
Shariah judicial districts and 12 new circuit courts,
increasing the total from 51 to 63. This expansion
extends the reach of Shariah law to Luzon, including
Metro Manila, and other islands with smaller Muslim
populations. The move is seen as a step towards
inclusivity, providing better access to justice for the
Muslim community under Islamic law. Muslim leaders
in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region praised the
law as a victory for inclusivity and recognition of the
unique needs of Filipino Muslims. [Arab News]

Philippines: Court of Appeals denies
protection to red-tagged activists

(Im) The Court of Appeals (CA) in the Philippines denied
protective writs for red-tagged environmental activists
Jonila Castro and Jhed Tamano, who accused the
military of abducting them. The court ruled by a split
decision, stating the activists failed to prove that their
abductors were affiliated with the military. The writs of
amparo and habeas data, which would have provided
protection from further threats and stopped the
military from labeling them as communist rebels, were
rejected. A dissenting justice argued that the court
ignored clear threats to the activists' safety.

Castro and Tamano, who were abducted in September
2023 and later presented as "rebel returnees," claimed
continued red-tagging after their release. Despite their
allegations, the CA stated there was insufficient
evidence linking the military to the abduction or
proving an imminent threat to their safety. The
dissenting opinion criticized the majority for not
holding the state accountable for investigating the
activists' disappearance and protecting their rights.

The military and the National Task Force to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) welcomed the
court's decision and hinted at further legal actions
against the activists. Castro and Tamano's legal team
plans to appeal the ruling, emphasizing that the denial
of protection worsens state impunity and sends a
dangerous message that perpetrators of human rights
abuses can escape accountability. [Rappler]
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Philippines: Ombudsman removes Banban
Mayor Alice Guo from service amid PGO
hub scandal

(rr) In the Philippines, Bamban Mayor Alice Guo was
removed from office by the Office of the Ombudsman
for her involvement in illegal activities surrounding a
Philippine Offshore Gaming Operation (POGO) hub in
Tarlac. The dismissal follows a detailed investigation
revealing that Guo had exploited her political position
to benefit her company, Baofu Land Development, Inc.,
while also facilitating the operations of POGO hubs
with questionable legal standing.

The Ombudsman'’s findings showed that in 2019, Guo
had acquired land that later became the Baofu
compound. After becoming mayor, she actively pushed
for the reclassification of this land from agricultural to
residential and commercial use, securing favorable
transfer titles for her company. She also issued a
Letter of No Objection for Hongsheng Gaming
Technology, enabling the company to operate despite
not meeting legal requirements, and failed to revoke
permits for Hongsheng and Zun Yuan even after
discovering their legal violations. These actions
indicated a deliberate intent to circumvent laws and
benefit from the continued operations of the POGO
hubs.

In June, Guo had already been placed under preventive
suspension by the Ombudsman for permitting the
issuance of POGO hub permits without ensuring that
the necessary requirements were met. Alongside Guo,
several local Sangguniang Bayan officials were found
guilty of conduct prejudicial to the service and were
given three-month suspensions.

In a separate legal move, the Office of the Solicitor
General filed a quo warranto petition before a Manila
Regional Trial Court seeking to formally remove Guo
from her post. If the petition succeeds, Guo would be
permanently disqualified from holding any future
public office. Solicitor General Menardo Guevarra
emphasized that this legal action would proceed
independently of the Ombudsman'’s dismissal order,
although Guo still retains the right to appeal her
dismissal.

Furthermore, Guo faces non-bailable human trafficking
charges brought before the Department of Justice.
These charges are linked to her alleged involvement in
trafficking in persons related to the POGO operations.
She and three other Baofu incorporators did not



appear at the preliminary investigation on June 3,
waiving their right to respond to the charges. [PhilStar]

Separately, the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) filed
tax evasion charges against Guo and two others on
August 14. The charges stem from Guo's admission
that she transferred her shares in Baofu without filing
or paying the required capital gains tax and
documentary stamp tax. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Ex-TRC deputy Dennis
Cunanan guilty in pork scam

(Im) Former Technology Resource Center (TRC) deputy
director Dennis Cunanan was convicted by the
Sandiganbayan - a special appellate collegial court that
primarily handles cases involving graft, corruption, and
other offenses committed by public officials and
employees - for his role in the Priority Development
Assistance Fund (PDAF) or pork barrel scam. He was
sentenced to at least 72 years in prison for four counts
of graft and four counts of malversation of public
funds.

Cunanan and co-accused former TRC official Maria
Rosalinda Lacsamana facilitated the release of PHP 20
million (approximately USD 352,000) from ex-Manila
representative Joey Hizon's PDAF to dubious NGOs,
none of which executed the intended livelihood
projects. The court found their actions to be in blatant
violation of legal standards, resulting in a betrayal of
public trust. Both were also barred from public office
and ordered to pay indemnities to the government.
[Rappler]

Philippines: USD 875 million to be
allocated for military modernization plan
in 2025

(Im) The Philippines will allocate PHP 50 billion (USD
875 million) in 2025 for the modernization of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). This represents
a 25 percent increase from the previous year's budget
for military hardware and system upgrades. The
funding is part of the proposed national budget for
2025, which totals PHP 6.352 trillion (USD 111 billion).
The budget proposal is under review by the House of
Representatives and the Senate before being signed
into law by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. [The Sun]
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Philippines: Narcotics valued at nearly
USD 1 million seized at airport

(rr) The Bureau of Customs (BOC) seized PHP 56.5
million (approximately USD 992,500) worth of illegal
drugs from two foreign passengers in back-to-back
operations at the airport in Pasay City. On August 13, a
South African passenger was intercepted while
attempting to smuggle 5.256 kilograms of
methamphetamine valued at PHP 35.8 million
(approximately USD 628,400). The following day, a Thai
passenger was caught with 14.825 kilograms of high-
grade marijuana worth PHP 20.75 million
(approximately USD 364,100). [Inquirer]

Singapore: Prime Minister Wong
introduces unemployment support,
welfare reforms in key shift ahead of
national election

(Im) In his National Day Rally speech, Singapore Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong announced significant
welfare reforms, including temporary unemployment
support of up to USD 4,560 (SGD 6,000). This marks a
shift from the government's previous stance on
unemployment benefits, previously viewed with
skepticism by Wong's predecessor, Lee Hsien Loong.
Wong emphasized that unemployment can destabilize
families, and the government would help affected
individuals bounce back, though beneficiaries would
need to contribute to their recovery.

Wong's reforms are part of a broader strategy to
address growing concerns about income inequality
and the rising cost of living in Singapore. These issues
have been at the forefront of the national discourse as
the country prepares for a general election that must
take place by November 2025, though it could occur
sooner. The election will be a crucial test for Wong, as
he leads the People's Action Party (PAP) for the first
time. Although the PAP secured 89 percent of
parliamentary seats in the 2020 election, it
experienced its worst-ever performance, signaling
growing discontent among voters, particularly younger
generations who are more open to opposition parties
and demand more robust social policies.

In response to these pressures, Wong announced a
series of other measures designed to support
Singaporeans in navigating economic challenges.
These include mandatory paternity leave, set to take
effect in April 2025, and increased public housing
grants aimed at helping lower-income families secure
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affordable homes. Additionally, the government will
provide training allowances of up to USD 2,280 (SGD
3,000) per month to encourage reskilling in an
economy undergoing rapid transformation due to
technological advancements and global market shifts.

Wong also addressed the delicate balance Singapore
must maintain between its local workforce and foreign
talent, which has been a point of contention in
previous elections. As part of efforts to protect local
employment, the qualifying monthly salary for
foreigners seeking employment passes will be raised
starting next year, with the minimum set at USD 4,256
(SGD 5,600) for most sectors and USD 4,712 (SGD
6,200) for the financial services sector. These changes
are intended to prioritize local workers while ensuring
that Singapore continues to attract high-quality foreign
talent essential for its economy.

In the face of global uncertainties, including concerns
about a potential U.S. recession, China's uneven
recovery, and intensifying geopolitical tensions, Wong
reaffirmed Singapore’'s commitment to maintaining a
business-friendly environment. He stressed that the
government would minimize regulatory burdens while
navigating these external pressures. As part of his
speech, Wong reflected on the legacy of Lee Kuan Yew,
Singapore’s founding father, emphasizing that to
thrive, the country needs a government that is both
"prudent and bold" in the face of mounting global
risks. [Bangkok Post] [The Straits Times] [yahoo!news]

Singapore: Businessman Nelson Loh jailed
for fraud

(Im) Nelson Loh Ne-Loon, a former director of Novena
Global Healthcare Group (NGHG), was sentenced to 15
years and nine months in prison on charges of
cheating, money laundering, and forgery.

Loh, alongside his former employee, Michael Wong
Soon Yuh, who was sentenced to eight years and six
months, orchestrated a large-scale fraud involving the
forgery of financial statements from 2019 to secure
loans totaling approximately SGD 68 million (USD 51.6
million) from six major banks, including Maybank,
Standard Chartered, DBS, UOB, Citibank, and HSBC.
The two fled to China in 2020 but were arrested in
Shanghai in 2022 and returned to Singapore with the
cooperation of Chinese authorities.

Forgery and conspiracy to forge are punishable by up
to four years in jail, a fine, or both. Cheating carries a
potential sentence of up to 10 years in prison and a
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fine, while money laundering charges can result in up
to 10 years in jail and fines of up to SGD 500,000 (USD
380,000). [Bangkok Post]

Singapore boosts ‘poisonous shrimp’
defence as US-China tensions rise

(Im) As geopolitical tensions between the U.S. and
China continue to rise, Singapore is ramping up its
defense capabilities, driven by concerns over regional
instability and emerging cyber threats. Historically
adhering to a "poisonous shrimp" defense posture — a
strategy devised by founding Prime Minister Lee Kuan
Yew, which emphasizes the ability to deter larger
powers despite Singapore’s small size — the city-state
is now adapting its military strategy to confront new
challenges in a shifting global landscape.

During Singapore's National Day celebration, a display
of advanced military assets was showcased, including
Chinook helicopters, Apache gunships, German-made
Leopard battle tanks, and U.S.-made F-16 fighter jets.
Singapore’s military spending per capita rose to the
third-highest in the world in 2023, up from fifth place
in 2021, according to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute. This marked increase in
defense expenditure reflects Singapore’s efforts to
safeguard its national security in a region fraught with
tensions.

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, in his first National
Day address since assuming office, emphasized the
increasing risks posed by the U.S.-China rivalry, which
he described as powerful forces that threaten regional
peace and stability. He expressed concern about
Singapore being drawn into potential conflicts,
particularly in the South China Sea, where China’s
expansive maritime claims have triggered disputes
with nations such as Vietnam, the Philippines, and
Malaysia. Though Singapore has no territorial claims in
the South China Sea, it would inevitably be affected by
any military escalation due to its geographical
proximity and reliance on open sea lanes for trade.

To bolster its defense capabilities, Singapore’s 2024
defense budget was raised to USD 15 billion (SGD
20.25 billion), a 13 percent nominal increase over the
previous year. This reflects a long-term commitment to
upgrading the city-state's military hardware and
technology. For example, Singapore has placed orders
for 20 Lockheed Martin F-35 fighter jets, the most
advanced in the world, which are expected to arrive by
2026. Additionally, Singapore will receive four Type
218SG Invincible-class submarines from Germany's
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Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems by 2028, further
enhancing its naval strength.

While Singapore has long sought to maintain cordial
relations with both the U.S. and China — the former
being an important non-treaty ally and the latter its
largest trading partner — the city-state’s strategic
balancing act is becoming increasingly difficult.
Singapore has deepened its military ties with the U.S.,
renewing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in
2019 that allows U.S. planes and ships to operate out
of Singapore. However, Singaporean leaders remain
cautious in their rhetoric toward China, acknowledging
Beijing's assertive stance in the region but avoiding
direct criticism.

Singapore's defense strategy has traditionally been
land-focused, but the evolving threats in the Indo-
Pacific region — particularly maritime and cyber
challenges — are prompting a strategic recalibration.
As tensions over Taiwan and the South China Sea
increase, Singapore recognizes the need to safeguard
its crucial sea lanes and air routes, which are vital for
its economy. This shift includes more emphasis on
naval and air force capabilities to ensure the safety of
maritime routes in case of regional instability.

Emerging technologies, particularly artificial
intelligence (Al), are also becoming central to
Singapore’s defense planning. In 2022, Singapore
established the Digital and Intelligence Service, a
fourth branch of its armed forces, dedicated to tackling
cyber threats and protecting critical infrastructure.
Singapore is collaborating with the U.S. on Al and data
analytics for military applications, focusing on how Al
can enhance decision-making processes and identify
threats in Singapore’s highly congested maritime
domain.

The city-state is also preparing for future conflicts that
may not necessarily be physical. Experts warn that
disruptions in cyber and digital infrastructure could
become a primary battleground, with attacks on
financial systems, communication networks, and other
essential services posing significant risks.
Consequently, Singapore is investing in bolstering its
cybersecurity and ensuring that its military is equipped
to deal with both conventional and non-conventional
threats.

In July 2024, Singapore’s defense minister Ng Eng Hen
agreed with U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin to
expand cooperation in Al and other emerging
technologies. This partnership highlights Singapore’s
commitment to integrating cutting-edge technology
into its military strategy and ensuring that it is



prepared for the multifaceted nature of modern
warfare. [Financial Times]

Thailand: Paetongtarn Shinawatra
appointed 31st Prime Minister

(msz/Im) On August 15, Parliament's lower house
elected 37-year-old Pheu Thai leader Paetongtarn
Shinawatra as the 31st prime minister of Thailand,
making her the country’s youngest and second female
prime minister. Paetongtarn, the youngest daughter of
former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, was
selected with 319 votes for, 145 votes against and 27
abstentions thereby passing the required threshold of
51 percent of votes.

Following the dismissal of outgoing prime minister
Srettha Thavisin by the Constitutional Court,
Paetongtarn was the sole prime ministerial candidate
among the ten coalition parties in the House.
Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of main
opposition People’s Party, the successor of disbanded
Move Forward Party, said the party would not vote for
Pheu Thai candidate, while 25 MPs of opposition
Democrat Party unanimously abstained. [Bangkok Post
11 [CENA]

After receiving the royal assent by the King,
Paetongtarn officially became the prime minister on
August 18.[Thai PBS World 1]

What to expect from new prime minister

Expressing her gratitude to the King, Thai people and
lawmakers, Prime Minister Paetongtarn pledged that
she will cooperate with the House with “an open heart”
and be receptive to all divergent opinions. Noting a
huge task of premiership, Paetongtarn appealed for
cooperation from all sectors of Thai society in making
Thailand a land of opportunity and happiness for all
Thai people equally. She also stressed her
determination to push forward her party's key policies
such as economic stimulus, improvement for universal
healthcare and promoting cultural “soft power” on the
global stage. [Associated Press]

Regarding the delivery of THB 10,000 digital wallet
scheme altogether worth THB 500 billion (around USD
14.25 billion), Paetongtarn said that the scheme needs
to be reviewed and discussed among coalition parties
to ensure compliance with the established rules of
fiscal discipline. The first phase of the scheme was
rolled out during her predecessor Srettha government
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on August 1 by opening public registration via
smartphone, prompting millions to register.

As regards the role of her father in the government,
Paetongtarn said she would have to consider legal
implications. The new prime minister also asserted
independence from her father albeit occasional
consultations with him, denying the speculations that
she will be controlled by her father. [Thai PBS World 2]

Third Shinawatra prime minister

Paetongtarn is the third member of Shinawatra family
to assume the Thai premiership after her father
Thaksin Shinawatra (2001-2006) and her aunt Yingluck
Shinawatra (2011-2014), both of whom were ousted
and fled into exile after the military coups. Thaksin's
brother-in-law Somchai Wongsawat also served briefly
as prime minister in 2008.

She became chair of Pheu Thai's advisory committee
on participation and innovation on October 28, 2021,
and head of the “Pheu Thai Family” project on March
20, 2022. At the May 2023 general election, she was
one of Pheu Thai's three prime ministerial candidates
alongside outgoing prime minister Srettha. She was
ultimately appointed as Pheu Thai Party leader on
October 27, 2023. [The Nation Thailand]

New cabinet to be finalized this week

On August 19, Prime Minister Paetongtarn announced
that she expects to finalize negotiations with coalition
parties regarding her cabinet this week. Paetongtarn
has not committed to retaining all cabinet members
from her predecessor Srettha Thavisin's government;
Pheu Thai leaders are discussing ministerial
candidates, and coalition partners have been asked to
submit their selections soon to avoid further political
disruption.[Bangkok Post 2]

Paetongtarn announced that thorough background
checks will be conducted on candidates for cabinet
positions to comply with legal requirements and
prevent issues like those faced by her predecessor.
Sources indicate that Capt Thamanat Prompow, the
caretaker Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister, may
face qualification checks if appointed to the new
cabinet, due to his past conviction and incarceration
for a drug-related offense in Australia during the
1990s. [Bangkok Post 3]

Rocky road ahead

Multiple challenges are awaiting Paetongtarn: slow
economic growth, dwindling popularity of Pheu Thai
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Party and the delivery of THB 10,000 digital wallet
scheme altogether worth THB 500 billion (around USD
14.25 billion). The party had pledged to distribute the
digital handout without borrowing funds, but almost a
year later, the public has yet to see any benefits from
the program. This delay has drawn attention from the
National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), which
has warned the government of the potential legal and
corruption risks associated with the scheme. [CNN]

Adding to the pressure, Paetongtarn is also under fire
for her connection to a controversial land deal
involving a monastic plot in Pathum Thani. The land,
located in Klong Luang district, was originally donated
to a temple in Prachuap Khiri Khan in 1971 by a widow.
However, after her death, the Mahamongkut
Ratchawittayalai Foundation sold the land to Alpine
Real Estate and Alpine Golf and Sports Club, in which
Paetongtarn is a shareholder. Critics have urged
Paetongtarn to return the land to the temple, arguing
that its sale for commercial purposes is ethically
questionable. [Bangkok Post 43

Thailand: Constitutional Court dismisses
Prime Minister Srettha over cabinet
appointment

(msz) On August 14, the Thai Constitutional Court 5-4
dismissed Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin for “grossly”
violating ethics by appointing ex-convict Pichit
Chuenban as a cabinet minister. The court's ruling also
terminated all cabinet positions, but ministers will act
in the caretaker position with Deputy Prime Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai as acting prime minister until
a new prime minister is selected by the House of
Representatives. In response to the reporters at the
Government House, Srettha expressed his respect for
the court decision but said that he performed his duty
with honesty and integrity. He added that Deputy
Prime Minister Suriya Juangroongruangkit will take
over in case Phumtham cannot assume the caretaker
role. [Bangkok Post] [Reuters]

The ruling came following the original complaint filed
by a group of 40 senators. The senators asked the
court if Srettha should be removed from office under
Section 170 (4) and (5) of the charter, which relates to
the ethics of cabinet ministers. Political observers see
the ruling as potential damage to the fragile truce
between Pheu Thai heavyweight and ex-premier
Thaksin Shinawatra and the royalist and military
establishment.
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Thailand: Royal clemency secures early
release for Thaksin Shinawatra on August
18

(bk) Former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
the de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party,
received a royal pardon that shortened his parole by
two weeks. His parole, originally set to end at the end
of August, has been adjusted to August 18, as part of a
broader clemency initiative granted under a royal
decree to prisoners exhibiting good conduct, in
celebration of King Maha Vajiralongkorn's birthday on
July 28. [The Nation] [Thai PBS World] [CNA] [The
Straits Times]

Thaksin returned to Thailand in August 2023 after
spending 15 years in self-imposed exile. He had
previously been convicted in absentia of abuse of
power and conflicts of interest, resulting in an eight-
year prison sentence. This sentence was later reduced
to one year through a royal commutation in
September 2023. After serving six months in detention
at the Police General Hospital, Thaksin was released on
parole on February 18 [see AIR No. 8, February/2024,
31

Notably, Thaksin's pardon was announced a day after
his daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra, was elected as
Thailand's second female prime minister and the third
Shinawatra to hold the office. This political shift
followed the dismissal of Srettha Thavisin by the
Constitutional Court on August 14. [see separate
articles in this edition]

Criminal Court schedules 2025 hearings for Thaksin's
royal defamation case

In a related development, on August 19, the Criminal
Court scheduled seven hearings in July next year to
address royal defamation charges against former
Thaksin, citing a backlog of cases. The charges, which
were formally filed on June 18 [see AIR No. 25,
June/2024, 3], involve allegations of violating Section
112 of the Criminal Code (lése majesté law) and the
Computer Crime Act. These charges stem from
comments he made during a 2015 interview with a
South Korean newspaper, where he allegedly blamed
the Privy Council for orchestrating the 2014 coup that
ousted his sister, then-Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra.

The former premier appeared in a yellow Polo shirt,
symbolizing loyalty to the monarchy, at the Criminal
Court for a second pre-trial hearing on the lése
majesté charges but chose not to comment on
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whether his choice of attire had any particular
significance and proceeded directly to the courtroom.

The pre-trial hearing allowed both the prosecution and
defense to examine evidence and discuss witness lists.
Thaksin, who has pleaded not guilty and remains on
bail, was accompanied by a team of lawyers. The team
expressed confidence about the case, suggesting that
the charges were politically motivated and intended by
the coup makers to suppress dissent. They also noted
that the prosecution's witnesses are primarily officials
who based their allegations on potentially doctored
video clips, with no direct evidence of Thaksin
defaming the monarchy. The former premier was
granted conditional bail on a THB 500,000 (USD 14,500)
guarantee after pleading innocence.

What happens next

The Criminal Court has set seven hearings from July 1
to 23, 2025. The prosecution plans to present 10
witnesses, while the defense will call 14, including a
Korean interpreter who may testify via video from
South Korea. [Thai PBS World] [The Nation 1] [The
Nation 2]

Thailand: Defense Council greenlights
amendments to suspend potential coup
plotters

(msz) Thailand's Defense Council has approved
amendments to the Defence Ministry Administration
Act, empowering the prime minister to suspend any
military personnel involved in planning a coup. The
amended draft, along with changes to the Military
Court Authority Act, will be submitted for cabinet
approval.

The proposal was introduced by Defence Minister
Sutin Klungsaeng, with the goal of addressing potential
coup threats. The changes also include stricter
qualifications for appointing general-ranked personnel,
ensuring they are free from illegal activities and legal
investigations. Additionally, the Military Court Authority
Act cancels Provincial Military Courts and allows
defendants to petition the Military Court at any time,
except during war.[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: PPRP Secretary-General
Thamanat threatens to leave party as rift
with party leader Prawit widens
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(Im) A notable split has surfaced within the Palang
Pracharat Party (PPRP), Thailand's third largest
coalition partner, as Capt. Thammanat Prompow, the
party's secretary-general and caretaker agriculture
minister, has threatened to leave the party. The
conflict escalated when Capt. Thammanat publicly
announced that he would no longer communicate with
the party leader, Gen. Prawit Wongsuwon. He criticized
Gen. Prawit for not valuing his contributions and
suggested that his role in the party had come to an
end.

Capt. Thammanat has been a key figure in the PPRP for
six years, playing a major role in its formation and
operations. His tenure has been marked by
controversy, including a past conviction related to drug
trafficking in Australia, which he disputes as being
related to flour rather than heroin.

The timing of this conflict is notable as it coincides with
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's ongoing
negotiations to finalize her coalition cabinet following
her recent swearing-in. Capt. Thammanat, who
controls around 30 of the 40 MPs in the PPRP, made it
clear that his departure would not aim to disrupt the
nation's governance. However, his departure could
have implications for the party's internal dynamics and
the stability of the coalition. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: 134 academics condemn
Constitutional Court's ruling on MFP,
Srettha Thavisin

(bk) A group of 134 academics and legal scholars in
Thailand has issued a joint statement expressing
strong disagreement with the the Constitutional
Court's decisions on August 7 to dissolve the main
opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) and on August
14 to remove then-Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.
They argue that the Court has exceeded its jurisdiction
by broadly interpreting legal provisions. This approach,
they contend, conflicts with the principle that laws
restricting individual rights should be interpreted
narrowly and cautiously.

The scholars criticize the court for expanding the
definition of actions undermining democracy to
include party policies and legislative proposals, which
they believe contradicts democratic norms. They also
argue that the court's decision to remove Srettha was
based on actions deemed dishonest and ethically
questionable, including the nomination of individuals
with potential qualification issues, and was influenced
by public opinion rather than constitutional evidence.
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Furthermore, they claim that the proceedings lacked
due process, with the court's discretion in setting
procedures creating uncertainty and preventing the
accused from contesting evidence. This, they argue,
undermines the fairness of the rulings.

The statement also highlights concerns about the
court’s overreach into legislative and executive
matters, which they believe threatens the separation
of powers and citizens' rights, leading to instability and
interference with the independence of these branches.

Finally, the scholars warn that these decisions damage
public trust in Thailand's legal and democratic systems.
They argue that dissolving a major political party and
removing a Prime Minister based on questionable legal
interpretations erodes confidence in the rule of law
and democratic stability. They urge serious discussion
and potential reforms to ensure adherence to legal
principles and democratic values. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Anti-graft watchdog launches
ethics probes into 44 MPs of disbanded
Move Forward Party

(msz) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
has initiated an investigation into 44 former MPs of the
disbanded main opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)
over their involvement in proposing amendments to
Section 112 of the Criminal Code, known as the royal
defamation law. The probe, expected to last around six
months, follows their previous conviction by the
Constitutional Court for allegedly attempting to
undermine the constitutional monarchy.

NACC Secretary-General Niwatchai Kasemmongkol
indicated that the investigation will involve collecting
evidence and providing the accused MPs an
opportunity to respond. The NACC will also question
additional individuals linked to the amendment
proposals. The case could be passed to the Supreme
Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political
Positions, where a guilty verdict could result in a life
ban from politics for the MPs involved, including
prominent figures like Pita Limjaroenrat and
Natthaphong Ruengpanyawat, the leader of the newly
formed People’s Party, the successor party to the MFP.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Deputy Police Chief ‘Big Joke’
Surarachate oficially dismissed from force


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-jjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-jjy/

(Im) Pol Gen Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn's aspirations
to succeed Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol, the current police
chief, later this year, came to an abrupt end with his
official dismissal, as published in the Royal Gazette.
The dismissal, which was retroactive to April 18, was
signed off by Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai and enforced under Sections 140 and
179 of the Royal Thai Police Act.

Surachate’s dismissal stems from an investigation into
allegations of criminal activity, including his
involvement in the online gambling network, which the
Police Commission voted 12-0 to affirm in June.
Despite his appeal to the Police Officers' Merit System
Protection Commission, the dismissal was upheld.

Surachate has since filed a legal complaint with the
Supreme Court, which represents his final chance to
reverse the dismissal and potentially regain his
position as deputy national police chief. If the court
rules in his favor, the dismissal order could be revoked,
reinstating him in the force. However, the timing and
outcome of this legal battle remain uncertain.

Pol Gen Surachate claims the accusations are politically
motivated, part of a feud with Pol Gen Torsak, who was
appointed chief despite lower seniority. Their rivalry
led to both officers being moved to inactive posts by
former prime minister Srettha Thavisin in March
pending investigations. The investigations found that
internal factional conflict within the police force had
long existed but did not explicitly determine criminal
wrongdoing. The report even suggested that Surachate
had been "unfairly dismissed" pending the
investigation. Nevertheless, the Police Commission
proceeded with his removal. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: PPRP leader Gen Prawit under
fire for slapping reporter on head

(bk) Thai journalistic bodies are calling for General
Prawit Wongsuwan, leader of the coalition member
Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), to be held accountable
for slapping a reporter on the head when she asked
about his absence from a parliamentary vote for prime
minister. Thai PBS demanded accountability, stating
their reporter acted professionally, while Gen Prawit
later contacted the reporter, claiming his actions were
meant as playful teasing. [Thai PBS World] [Bangkok
Post]

Against this backdrop, media associations, including
the News Broadcasting Council of Thailand (NBCT) and
the Thai Broadcast Journalists Association (TBJA),
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revealed plans to request an ethical review to assess
whether Gen Prawit's actions violated the Code of
Ethics for Members of Parliament and Committees.
The review will focus on Article 12, which requires
respect for personal rights and prohibits impolite
behavior, and Article 13, which forbids intimidation,
malice, or physical violence. The review aims to
maintain parliamentary integrity and safeguard the
media’s role. [The Nation]

Concern over press freedom

Meanwhile, Parit Wacharasindhu, a list MP from the
main opposition People's Party, described the incident
as not only a physical attack but also a serious threat
to press freedom, crucial for democracy. He noted that
such actions undermine journalists' safety when asking
difficult questions. Parit also mentioned that the issue
will be presented to the lower house's Committee on
Political Development, Mass Communications, and
Public Participation on August 22. [X (formerly, Twitter),
in Thai] [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party aims to woo
critics of casino legalization bill

(Im) The Pheu Thai Party is seeking to gain the support
of its second-largest coalition partner, Bhumijaithai, for
a controversial bill that aims to legalize casinos as part
of a broader initiative to develop large-scale regional
entertainment complexes across Thailand. The goal is
to stimulate investment and economic growth.
However, Bhumjaithai has publicly opposed the bill,
raising four major objections.

Bhumijaithai argues that legalizing casinos will not
effectively address the issue of illegal gambling, and
may even exacerbate gambling-related problems. They
also question the financial justification for the project,
doubting that the tax revenues generated from casinos
would outweigh the substantial investments required
to establish these complexes. Additionally, Bhumjaithai
believes that promoting tourism through casinos is
unnecessary, as Thailand already has a wealth of
renowned attractions. Lastly, they contend that the bill
fails to guarantee job security for Thai workers
employed in the entertainment complexes.

Despite these objections, Pheu Thai remains hopeful.
Speaking just before he was removed as prime
minister by the Constitutional Court, Srettha Thavisin
expressed optimism that Bhumijaithai could be
persuaded to change its stance. He acknowledged the
longstanding controversy surrounding gambling
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legalization but emphasized that further discussions
with coalition parties were necessary. Srettha stressed
that the bill would not be presented to the House of
Representatives until all coalition parties, including
Bhumijaithai, are in agreement.

However, opposition to the bill is not limited to
Bhumijaithai. The People’s Party and the Democrat
Party, the two main opposition parties, also oppose the
legalization of casinos. Rangsiman Rome, an MP from
the People’s Party, voiced concerns that the
entertainment complex scheme could be mismanaged
and potentially turn Thailand into a hub for money
laundering by shady international businesses. He
further mentioned rumors of individuals already
lobbying for licenses to operate casinos within the
proposed entertainment complexes. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chaikasem ‘had no role’ in
lawyer’s bribery case

(Im) The Office of the Attorney-General (OAG) clarified
that Chaikasem Nitisiri, a former attorney-general and
prime ministerial candidate of the ruling Pheu Thai
Party, played no role in the 2008 decision not to indict
lawyer Pichit Chuenban on a bribery charge. The case
involved Pichit and two other lawyers attempting to
bribe Supreme Court officials with THB 2 million (USD
58,000) while representing former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra. Though the police found
insufficient evidence for bribery charges, the lawyers
were convicted of contempt of court and sentenced to
six months in jail. Speculation arose about Chaikasem's
involvement after the resignation of Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin, but the OAG clarified that the
decision not to indict was made by Kayasit
Pissawongprakan, director-general of the Department
of Criminal Litigation, based on police
recommendations. Chaikasem had no part in the
decision. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Urgent reforms needed for Pheu
Thai's 30-baht healthcare scheme

(bk) Health experts are urging reform of Thailand's
universal healthcare policy, known as the "30-baht gold
card scheme," due to concerns about its financial
sustainability. Launched in 2002 by the Thai Rak Thai
Party, the predecessor of the ruling Pheu Thai Party
(PTP), the scheme seeks to provide equal medical care
for all Thais, especially the underprivileged, without
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financial worries. The scheme initially required a co-
payment of THB 30 (USD 0.9) per each hospital visit but
later eliminated this fee, allowing cardholders to
access medical treatment free of charge.

Unsustainable model

The scheme is under strain from rising treatment
costs, more complex patient needs, an aging
population, and fewer taxpayers. State-owned
hospitals are now facing staff shortages, financial
deficits, and service challenges due to increased
patient volumes. The situation has worsened following
the rollout of the scheme’s "cancer everywhere" policy.
Without changes, hospitals may need to cut services or
face staff strikes due to overwhelming workloads.

Reform recommendations to ensure the scheme’s long-
term viability

The Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI)
warns that without reforms, the healthcare scheme
could face financial instability, with costs projected to
reach THB 2.2 trillion (USD 0.06 trillion) by 2032.

Currently, the universal healthcare scheme receives
about 7 percent of the THB 3 trillion (USD 0.09 trillion)
fiscal budget, equating to approximately THB 200
billion (USD 6 billion). Despite an annual increase of 3
percent, this funding is still inadequate for maintaining
the scheme.

Frontline medical professionals have recommended
that the new government, under Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra from the PTP, provide
emergency funding to alleviate the short-term financial
strain on state-owned hospitals. In the longer run, the
government should explore options such as allowing
additional payments from those who can afford them
and increasing investment in community and medium-
sized hospitals to ease the burden on major facilities.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn, who will head the board
of the National Health Security Office (NHSO), is also
urged to upgrade the universal healthcare scheme and
develop a master plan for sustainable healthcare
security. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Appeal Court upholds prison
sentence of royal imposter

(msz) Thailand's Appeal Court has upheld the two-year
prison term and a THB 1,000 (USD 29) fine for Jatuporn
Sae Ung, who was found guilty of impersonating the
country’'s queen during a 2020 demonstration in
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Bangkok. The court also refused to suspend the prison
sentence.

Jatuporn, a 25-year-old activist, was initially sentenced
to three years in prison and fined 1,500 THB (USD 43).
However, due to her cooperation, the prison term was
reduced to two years and the fine to THB 1,000 (USD
29). She was convicted under Section 112 of the
Criminal Code, known as the royal defamation law.
[Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Factory construction on Prachin
Buri province halts amid wage row

(Im) Hundreds of Myanmar migrant workers protested
at a factory construction site in Prachin Buri's Sri Maha
Phot district after not receiving their wages for two
months. The protest blocked entry to the site, leaving
only about 100 of the 779 workers still showing up for
work, as these workers were employed by one of the
11 Thai construction companies still paying their
wages. The project involves building a three-storey
factory for a Chinese company in the Rojana Industrial
Estate.

Frustrated by repeated unfulfilled promises from their
employers, the workers demanded immediate
payment of overdue wages, which reportedly
amounted to over THB 10 million (USD 290,000). The
Chinese company offered only THB 500 (USD 14.50) to
each worker, leading to further discontent. The
situation has left many workers without basic
necessities, and some have now permanently left the
site, halting construction for the time being. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Police probe United Arab
Emirates trafficking ring after rescue

(Im) Authorities are investigating a suspected human
trafficking ring following the rescue of a 21-year-old
Thai woman, who was lured to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) by a job advertisement for traditional
massage work but was forced into the sex trade. After
her passport was confiscated, the woman sought help
and refused to comply with demands for sex services,
eventually attracting media attention. Her
grandmother's plea for help prompted government
action, and the woman was rescued and returned to
Thailand.
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The Office of Rights Protection and the Ministry of
Social Development will interview her to confirm if she
was a trafficking victim. Police will investigate those
responsible if her case is confirmed as part of the
trafficking ring. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government urged to fund debt
help scheme

(Im) The Supha Wongsena Foundation for Debtors'
Rights Reform has urged the Thai government to
allocate more funding to the Land Bank Administration
Institute to assist people in paying off their debts and
reclaiming assets that have been seized due to unpaid
loans. This appeal was made during a seminar hosted
by the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), a
specialized law enforcement agency operating under
the Ministry of Justice.

Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong, who attended
the seminar, acknowledged the government's efforts
to reduce informal debts through the Interior Ministry
but noted that formal debts still represent 90 percent
of the problem. He highlighted the massive scale of the
issue, with over three million formal debt cases filed
with the Legal Execution Department, and assets
seized in approximately 700,000 of those cases.

To address this, the government is prioritizing
initiatives to help citizens pay off their official debts.
The Land Bank Administration Institute recently
received a budget of THB 470 million (USD 13.63
million), approved by the House's subcommittee on
land, buildings, and state enterprises. This budget will
support the continuation and expansion of efforts to
help debtors reclaim their assets and regain financial
stability, with the subcommittee approving the budget
without any cuts. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Digital economy ministry to
introduce new law to combat cyber crime

(wt) Thailand's Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong has announced
plans to introduce a new law aimed at protecting
victims of technology-related crimes and helping them
recover their losses more swiftly. The need for this
special legislation arose from a recent committee
meeting that discussed issues such as the delay in
reclaiming funds even when they have been frozen by
authorities.
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The proposed law will address legal obstacles in
tracking money and returning it to victims, increase jail
terms for those involved in illegal data transactions,
preventillegal money transfers through digital assets,
and improve inter-agency information exchange. A
subcommittee is tasked with drafting the bill, which
will be presented to the cabinet within 30 days.

In recent efforts to combat online crime, there have
been notable achievements. In July 2024, arrests
related to online crimes decreased by 7.57 percent
compared to earlier in the year, with online gambling-
related arrests down by 7.89 percent and mule
account and SIM card arrests down by 13.33 percent.
Additionally, 16,279 illegal websites were closed in July,
a substantial increase from previous months, and
920,694 suspected mule accounts and 71,122 SIM
cards were suspended. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central bank may face more
rate-cut pressure from new prime
minister

(Im) Thailand'’s central bank, the Bank of Thailand
(BoT), may face increased pressure to lower interest
rates from the new Prime Minister, Paetongtarn
Shinawatra. Although the BoT is expected to maintain
the current high policy rate in its upcoming meeting
due to some economic improvement, Paetongtarn,
who has criticized the BoT's previous stance as an
“obstacle” to economic recovery, might advocate for a
change.

Historically, the Shinawatra family has exerted
influence on the central bank, with past leaders
employing similar tactics to spur economic growth.
Analysts suggest that ongoing tensions between the
government and the BoT could continue unless there
is a shift in policy or leadership. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Call to expand tax reduction
scheme for solar panels to include SMEs

(Im) The IEEE Power and Energy Society (Thailand) is
advocating for an expansion of the government's tax
reduction scheme for rooftop solar panel installations.
The scheme, which is designed to encourage clean
energy use, currently targets 90,000 households from
2024 to 2027. It offers tax benefits to those purchasing
solar panels with less than 10 kilowatts capacity and
costing under THB 200,000 (approximately USD 5,800).
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The Society suggests broadening the scheme to
include small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to
alleviate their electricity costs and support economic
growth. The proposed adjustments are expected to be
part of the upcoming national power development
plan, which aims to increase renewable energy to 51
percent of Thailand's power supply by 2037. The
scheme, with a budget of THB 20.2 billion
(approximately USD 580 million), could cut electricity
consumption by 585 million kilowatt-hours annually.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Double track railway now start
operations on southern line

(wt) The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) officially
announced the opening of 421 kilometres double track
route from Nakhon Pathom to Chumphon as part of
Deputy Transport Minister Surapong Piyachote’s policy
to accelerate the opening of new train routes
nationwide.

Ekkarat Sriarayanpong, chief of the Office of the
Governor of SRT stated that this new route will reduce
travel time by about 90 minutes to main tourist
attractions in Prachuap Khiri Khan and Chumphon, as
well as facilitating logistics operations and safety.

By 2029 SRT expect to expand 2,370 kilometers double
track train routes covering more than 50 provinces
nationwide in order to reduce travel time by 1-1.50
hours, reduce logistics costs, increase safety and boost
economic growth. [BangkokPost] [TheNation]

Thailand: Don Muang tollway to revert to
state ownership in 2034

(bk) The Highways Department has decided not to
extend the contract with Don Muang Tollway Plc (DMT),
the current operator of the Don Muang tollway in
Bangkok, which is set to expire in 2034.

Scheduled toll fee increase

DMT had earlier announced a toll fee increase effective
December 22 for the next five years. The fees will rise
by THB 10 (USD 0.3) for the route from Din Daeng to
Don Muang and by THB 5 (USD 0.15) for the route from
Don Muang to the National Memorial. This increase
will raise the cost for four-wheel vehicles to between
THB 40 (USD 1.2) and THB 130 (USD 3.8) for the full
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route, and between THB 50 (USD 1.5) and THB 170
(USD 4.9) for larger vehicles.

Transferred back to state ownership

The decision not to extend the contract follows a study
initiated by caretaker Transport Minister Suriya
Juangroongruangkit, which assessed the pros and cons
of extending the contract in exchange for DMT
maintaining the current toll fees. The study concluded
that extending the contract would not be beneficial in
the long term.

The department plans to revisit the issue five years
before the contract's expiration to determine whether
it should manage the tollway directly or conduct a new
bidding process. After the contract expires in 2034, the
tollway will revert to state ownership. At that point, the
authorities may either make the tollway free or set a
flat THB 20 (USD 0.6) toll fee, depending on the
projected maintenance costs. [The Nation]

Thailand: Four Chinese nationals wanted
in Pathum Thani robbery of Chinese
businessman

(bk) Thai police are searching for four Chinese
nationals who conducted a high-profile robbery in
Pathum Thani. The robbers broke into a luxury home
and forced the resident, a Chinese businessman, to
transfer USD 2 million in digital currency. After
confirming the transaction, they stole the house’s
security camera servers and the victim’s car, which was
later found abandoned. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Minister of Public Security
Luong Tam Quang added to Communist
Party’s powerful Politburo

(wn) Vietnam's ruling Communist Party has added its
new most senior police officer, Luong Tam Quang, to
the 15-member Politburo, reflecting the rising power of
Vietnam's internal security apparatus. This move
comes less than two months after Quang succeeded
To Lam as Minister of Public Security, following Lam'’s
elevation to the role of president in May. In early
August, Lam further ascended to the post of party
general secretary, the most influential position in
Vietnam, after the death of longtime leader Nguyen
Phu Trong, who had held the position for 13 years.
[The Star] [Reuter]
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With Quang's promotion, three of the four top
leadership roles in Vietnam, collectively known as the
"four pillars"—the party chief, president, prime
minister, and parliament chairman—are now held by
former high-ranking police officials. [Vietham Law &
Legal Forum]

Vietnam: State-backed Buddhist monk
faces scrutiny over fraudulent academic
credentials

(wn) Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thich Chan Quang,
also known as Vuong Tan Viet, is facing scrutiny after it
was revealed that he received a PhD in law from Hanoi
Law University despite never earning a high school
diploma. Quang, a state-backed monk, attracted public
attention in June after criticizing Thich Minh Tue, an
unofficial Buddhist monk who gained popularity on
social media for his simple lifestyle and pilgrimage
across Vietnam. Quang referred to Tue as a "thug" in a
sermon, which sparked public scrutiny of Quang's own
background, including his educational qualifications.

A joint investigation by the Ho Chi Minh City
Department of Education and Training and the
Vietnam Committee for Religious Affairs found no
record of Quang graduating from high school, casting
doubt on his entire academic history. The university
has acknowledged the investigation and may revoke
his degrees if the allegations are confirmed.

This case recalls a 2020 scandal at Dong Do University,
which involved the fraudulent issuance of bachelor’s
degrees to 193 individuals who had not completed
their studies. At least 55 of these individuals used the
fake degrees to enroll in postgraduate programs,
including PhD programs. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Activist found guilty of
spreading anti-state propaganda

(wn) Vietnamese activist and YouTuber Nguyen Chi
Tuyen, known as Anh Chi, was sentenced to five years
in prison for "propaganda against the state" after a
trial in Hanoi on August 15. Tuyen, a prominent figure
in the No-U movement - an activist group that opposes
China's territorial claims in the South China Sea - was
prosecuted under Article 117 of Vietnam's criminal
code.
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The charges stemmed from two videos he posted in
2021, criticizing corruption and advocating for political
reforms in Vietnam. His defense team argued he was
exercising his right to free speech, but the court found
him guilty.

Human Rights Watch and other international groups
condemned the conviction, calling it a violation of basic
civil rights and an example of Vietnam's continued
repression of dissenting voices. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Petrol should be exempted from
special consumption tax

(wn) The Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(VCCI) has proposed removing petrol from the list of
products subject to special consumption tax to the
Ministry of Finance. They argue that, as an essential
input for the economy, petrol is unfairly burdened by
both special consumption tax and environmental
protection tax. The chamber recommends reducing
the tax burden for domestically produced fuels and
retaining only one tax for regulatory purposes.
Additionally, proponents of the tax regime, such as the
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development, propose further research to
determine which products should be exempt from the
tax, citing the importance of products like E5 biofuel
and E10 biofuel as essential inputs for many
production industries. The text discusses the use of
fossil fuel-based gasoline and the implementation of
taxes to encourage fuel-saving measures. It highlights
the global trend of discouraging the use of fossil fuels
and emphasises the conservation of non-renewable
sources. Additionally, it mentions the upcoming tax
laws that will reduce the cost of vehicles with smaller
engine sizes. It also explains the purpose of taxes in
regulating commerce and supporting the state's
budget. [Vietham News]

Vietnam: Politburo mulls gradual
transition to English as second language
in schools

(wn) The Politburo of the Communist Party of Vietnam
has urged educational institutions to prioritise
improving students' foreign language abilities. The goal
is to gradually make English the second language in
schools as part of comprehensive reforms to meet the
demands of industrialisation and modernisation.
Efforts will focus on enhancing foreign language
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proficiency, collaborating with advanced educational
institutions worldwide, and attracting international
students to study in Vietnam.

The Politburo emphasised funding high-quality
professional training abroad, especially for PhD-level
educators and advanced technology and engineering
experts. It also called for continuous improvement of
the national education system, promoting an open,
flexible, and interconnected approach to encourage
lifelong learning. Additionally, there is a push to
revamp education and training, including expanding
preschools and general education institutions to
ensure equal access to education for all and
developing a non-public education system aligned with
global trends and Vietnam'’s conditions.

The Politburo has emphasised the need to efficiently
plan higher education, teacher training, and vocational
education to align with development goals. It also
focuses on allocating land for building various
educational institutions and accelerating digital
transformation in education. The emphasis is on
equipping students with essential skills and
encouraging open training methods and new school
models. [Vietham News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Southeast Asians on facing disaster

(ma) The World Risk Poll, conducted by Gallup and
commissioned by Lloyd's Register Foundation,
highlights that Southeast Asians feel notably prepared
to face natural disasters, more so than residents in
many other regions. The poll shows that about two-
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thirds of respondents in Southeast Asia believe they
can protect themselves and their families from
disasters such as tsunamis, earthquakes, and floods.
This confidence is remarkable given the region's
vulnerability to such events, often exacerbated by
climate change and geographical factors. The findings
suggest that the region's experience with frequent
disasters has fostered a culture of preparedness and
resilience, with households taking proactive measures
to mitigate risks.

Moreover, the poll indicates that even in lower-middle-
income countries within Southeast Asia, there is a
strong sense of individual agency and community
planning. This contrasts with other parts of the world
where disaster preparedness often correlates more
directly with wealth and resources. The results
underscore the importance of education, awareness,
and community engagement in disaster risk
management. As Southeast Asia continues to face
environmental challenges, this sense of preparedness
may prove crucial in reducing the human and
economic toll of future disasters. The poll's insights
could inform global strategies on disaster readiness,
emphasizing the need for localized approaches that
leverage regional strengths. [The Laotian Times]

Highlights of Ninth Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation foreign ministers’ meeting in
Thailand

(bk) At the ninth Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (MLC)
foreign ministers' meeting held in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, co-chaired by Thailand and China,
participants focused on a broad range of regional
security and development issues, with human security
being a central topic of discussion. Other areas of
cooperation included connectivity, water resources,
biodiversity, food and energy security, scientific and
technological innovation, tourism promotion, and
private sector engagement.

The MLC includes six countries in the greater Mekong
subregion: China, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand,
and Vietnam. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

A key area of focus was transboundary crime,
particularly the persistent challenges posed by drug
trafficking and cybercrime, including online fraud and
scam centers. Officials agreed to deepen cooperation
through the sharing of data and intelligence,
enhancing border control monitoring, and building
capacity among law enforcement agencies. This
enhanced cooperation aims to tackle these cross-
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border crimes more effectively and improve overall
security within the subregion.

In addition to crime, transboundary air pollution was
identified as another significant threat to human
security in the Mekong-Lancang area. The ministers
committed to a Clean Air initiative aimed at reducing
haze and improving air quality across the region. This
initiative seeks to foster collaboration among member
countries to mitigate pollution, particularly during the
dry season when haze problems are most severe.

Water resource management was another priority
area, particularly concerning the Mekong River, which
is known as the Lancang in China. The river flows
through several of the member countries, making
cooperation crucial for water security and sustainable
development. The ministers agreed to strengthen
efforts to manage and protect the river's resources.
Thailand pledged to play a leading role in fostering
biodiversity through initiatives such as the Mekong-
Lancang water resources cooperation center and the
Mekong River Mission Secretariat. These efforts aim to
promote the sustainable use of water resources,
address environmental concerns, and enhance
resilience against water-related challenges such as
droughts and floods.

High-level conversation on Myanmar

Speaking at an informal discussion with delegates from
Laos, Myanmar, and Thailand, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi underscored the importance of
Myanmar's stability and unity. He advocated for a
domestic reconciliation process and emphasized the
support of neighboring countries, particularly China,
Laos, and Thailand, which have a deeper
understanding of Myanmar's conditions due to their
proximity and shared history. Wang asserted that no
external parties should interfere in Myanmar's internal
affairs. He outlined three critical principles: Myanmar
should avoid internal conflict, remain part of the
ASEAN community, and be protected from external
interference. He also proposed collaborative efforts to
support Myanmar's peace process, assist its people,
and uphold ASEAN's role in addressing the situation.
[Thai PBS World]

ASEAN targets haze-free peatlands by
2030

(Im) During the 9th meeting of the ASEAN Task Force
on Peatlands, held in Bangkok on August 15, Thailand's
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife, and Plant
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Conservation (DNP) director-general Athapol
Charoenshunsa chaired discussions with officials from
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam, and
Timor-Leste, alongside representatives from multiple
agencies.

Athapol highlighted Thailand's commitment to
collaboration with ASEAN member states to tackle
transboundary haze pollution, particularly within
peatland areas, which are prone to fires during the dry
season. This cooperation includes the exchange of
information and the regular review of progress reports
as part of ASEAN's collective goal to achieve a haze-
free region by 2030.

The ASEAN member states are actively working under
the 2nd ASEAN Peatland Management Strategy, which
aims to strengthen peatland management across the
region. This strategy includes the development of
several critical tools and mechanisms, such as a
monitoring and evaluation (M&E) framework, the 2nd
ASEAN Cooperation Plan on Transboundary Haze
Pollution Control, and the ASEAN Investment
Framework for Sustainable Haze-Free Management.
These measures are expected to enhance coordinated
efforts to reduce transboundary haze pollution, which
has long plagued the region, particularly during the dry
season when peatland fires are common.

Athapol also pointed to the success of these
collaborative efforts, noting a significant decrease in
the number of hotspots in the southern ASEAN region
as a result of improved peatland management. He
expressed gratitude for the joint actions taken by
member states to tackle this issue. [Bangkok Post]

China to restrict export of antimony and
related products

(jf) China has announced export restrictions on
antimony and related products, citing national security
concerns, according to a statement from the Ministry
of Commerce on August 15. This move, effective from
September 15, is the latest in a series of actions taken
by Beijing to limit the export of critical minerals,
further asserting its dominance in global supply chains.

Last year, China accounted for 48 percent of the
world's mined antimony, a metal essential for military
applications such as ammunition, infrared missiles,
nuclear weapons, night vision goggles, and also widely
used in batteries and photovoltaic technology.
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The ministry clarified that the restrictions, aimed at
safeguarding national security and fulfilling non-
proliferation obligations, are not targeted at any
specific country or region. However, analysts note the
strategic importance of antimony in military
applications, which is driving China to prioritize
domestic use. Christopher Ecclestone, a mining
strategist at Hallgarten & Company, commented that
"the military uses of antimony are now the tail that
wags the dog," predicting that these curbs will heavily
impact U.S. and European militaries, which rely on
antimony for armament production.

The new restrictions cover six types of antimony-
related products, including antimony ore, metals, and
oxides. Additionally, the export of gold-antimony
smelting and separation technology will be banned
unless special permission is granted. Exporters must
now apply for licenses for dual-use items, which have
both military and civilian applications.

This development follows a broader trend of Chinese
export controls on critical minerals. Since last year,
Beijing has introduced several curbs, including a ban
on technology exports related to rare earth magnets
and restrictions on graphite, gallium, and germanium -
materials vital to the semiconductor industry (see AR
No. 32, August/2023, 2). Antimony prices surged to
record highs this year, driven by limited supply and
increasing demand, especially in the photovoltaic
sector where the metal is used to enhance solar cell
performance.

While China dominates the refined antimony market, it
remains dependent on imports of antimony
concentrates, primarily from countries such as
Thailand, Myanmar, and Russia. Customs data reveal
that imports from Russia have sharply declined this
year, exacerbating concerns over supply shortages. As
nations like the U.S. and European countries scramble
to reduce their reliance on Chinese minerals, China's
latest export controls signal an intensifying
competition over access to critical materials. [AP]
[Reuters]

US and allies likely to dominate global
chip sector, survey suggests

(rl) A survey of over 130 semiconductor industry
leaders from the US, Europe, China, Taiwan, and other
regions revealed that the US and its allies are expected
to secure a dominant position in the future global chip
sector. The survey, conducted by Integrated Insights
and the Global Semiconductor Alliance, highlighted the
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emergence of two distinct supply chains: one US-
centric and the other Chinese-centric.

Over 70 percent of respondents anticipated continued
barriers to technology collaboration between
Washington and Beijing, with nearly 80 percent
predicting a split in the global technology industry into
two separate supply chains. Around 40 percent of
executives planned to focus their resources on the US-
aligned supply chain, while 15 percent leaned toward
the China-aligned one.

Interestingly, even respondents from mainland China
were more optimistic about the US technology
ecosystem's prospects in regions like India, Latin
America, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East, with 84
percent choosing the US as the most attractive location
for talent.

Christopher Thomas, chairman of Integrated Insights,
noted that the report presents a challenging scenario
for China, framing it as "China against the world," while
the US and its allies hold a "commanding position." He
emphasized that the success of China's strategy, which
focuses on self-sufficiency within its borders, remains
highly uncertain.

Amid rising tensions and to counter US sanctions, the
Chinese government has increased state subsidies for
domestic chip industries such as Huawei, SMIC, Laura
Technology among others, in efforts to increase self-
sufficiency in technology. [South China Morning Post 1]
[South China Morning Post 2]

Anti-whaling activist Paul Watson to
remain detained in Greenland pending
possible deportation to Japan

(rl) Canadian-American environmentalist and anti-
whaling campaigner Paul Watson will remain in
custody in Greenland following his arrest in July, as
authorities process an international arrest warrant for
his potential deportation to Japan. The Nuuk district
court extended Watson's detention until September 5,
while the legal proceedings continue. Watson, who
founded the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society and is
known for his direct-action tactics against whaling,
plans to appeal the court’s decision.

Watson, 73, was arrested on July 21 after his ship, the
John Paul Dejoria, entered Nuuk harbor. His activism
has made him a polarizing figure, with some praising
his efforts to protect marine life and others labeling
him an eco-terrorist. The Danish Justice Ministry stated
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that Greenlandic authorities must determine whether
the conditions for deportation are met under local law,
with the final decision to be made by Danish
authorities in Copenhagen. The timeline for this
decision remains unclear. [the local dk]

On August 1, Japan expanded its commercial whaling
activities to include fin whales, the second-largest
animal species on the planet. This decision adds to a
catch list that already includes minke, Bryde's, and sei
whales. According to a fisheries agency official, the
rationale behind this decision is based on the belief
that there are sufficient resources of fin whales, with a
plan to hunt 59 of them this year (see AiR No. 32,
August/2024, 1).

Activists have called for Watson's release, expressing
concern that if deported to Japan, he could face up to
15 years in prison for causing injury during an attack
on a Japanese whaler. Watson, originally a member of
Greenpeace, has long been at odds with the
organization over his controversial methods. [yahoo!
News]

Japan-RoK-US renew ties on anniversary
of trilateral agreement

(jb/rl) The Japan-South Korea-US trilateral pact
(JAROKUS), signed in August 2023 (see AiR No. 34,
August/2023, 4), continues to stand strong as leaders
of the three states put out a joint statement on August
18, the anniversary of the Camp David summitin
Maryland.

Calling it an “unshakeable belief” in their trilateral
security arrangement, the pact provides a point of first
contact for issues surrounding their collective security
and interests. While US-Japan and US-RoK alliances
existed, the signing of the Trilateral Security
Cooperation Framework creates a space to monitor
and conduct exercises to maintain the three states’
security interests in the Asia-Pacific. [The Korea Times]

According to the Korean presidential office, the most
significant achievement of the pact is the basis it has
provided to expand the scope of operations beyond
the Korean peninsula into a global coverage of security
challenges. The renewed statement also announced
that the security framework is not only serving their
own interests but is also “meeting today’s challenges
and will set the stage for a prosperous future”. [The
White House Briefing Room]
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The agreement's renewal comes at a time when Tokyo
and Washington are set to see political leadership
change in September and November, respectively. The
framework sets out a roadmap of commitments to
each other in the long haul that is set to go beyond
shifts in leadership in the short-term.

Current Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's party
LDP is to elect their new party leader next month,
while the Democratic National Convention, which
opened August 19, will elect Vice President Kamala
Harris as a US presidential candidate. On the other
hand, the President of South Korea, Yoon Suk Yeol,
faces the challenge of preserving the regularity of
communications on commitments made to the Camp
David principles as new partners in the US and Japan
are poised to emerge. [The Korea Times]

In the foundation of the trilateral pact, the nations
stated that they hoped to generate the “common
capacity required to ensure that the Indo-Pacific is
thriving, connected, resilient, stable and secure.” The
security stage at the time involved increased security
competition in the Korean peninsula owing to the
“unprecedented” number of North Korean nuclear
missile launches, growing Chinese presence in the
South China Sea and the raging war in Ukraine, where
China and North Korea’s endorsement of Russia
bloomed gradually. US President Biden also lauded
Japan and South Korea's commitment to each other
despite their historical tensions and legacies and
emphasized that the pact would “bolster the rules-
based international order and play key roles to
enhance regional security and prosperity based on our
shared values of freedom, human rights, and rule of
law.” [The Korea Times] [Korea Joongang Daily] [Nikkei
Asia]

The statement also explicates respect for each other’s
sovereignty and recourse to peaceful resolution in the
event of rising conflict. A unique element included in
the agreement is that of inclusivity of actors in
ensuring Indo-Pacific security as well as diversification
in addressing security threats beyond their shared
history of tackling threats in cyberspace. This includes
addressing environmental, technological and financial
concerns, providing a non-traditional approach to
human security comprehensively. [The White House
Briefing Room]

The Defense chiefs of the three states also signed a
document on the Framework earlier in July pertaining
to North Korean nuclear threats and agreed to
reconvene in Seoul next year. [Korea Joongang Daily]
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Mongolia strengthens cooperation with
IOM to support citizens abroad

(to) On August 15, L. Munkhtushig, the Acting State
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia,
met with Daniel Kweku Sam, the Programme Manager
for the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
in Mongolia. The IOM, a United Nations agency that
supports migration management and helps displaced
persons, discussed future joint projects with the
Ministry to enhance support for Mongolian citizens
living abroad. The meeting also focused on
collaborating with organizations initiated by Mongolian
expatriates to further strengthen the ties between
Mongolia and its global displaced persons. [Mongolian
News Agency]

Global Women'’s Forum 2024 set to
convene in Mongolia

(to) Mongolia will host the World Women's Forum on
August 22-23, 2024, in Ulaanbaatar, under the support
of President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa. The forum, which
aligns with the anniversary of the Mongolian Women's
Federation, aims to foster global dialogue on women's
empowerment, gender equality, and the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

The event will gather female leaders from various
sectors, including government, international
organizations like the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), and the private sector, to address
critical issues such as climate change, economic
participation, and digital inclusion. The forum will
feature thematic sessions on topics ranging from
women'’s roles in food systems to gender equality in
sports and arts. [Mongolian News Agency

Mongolia hosts 10th Asian Concrete
Forum

The 10th International Conference of the Asian
Concrete Federation (ACF) took place in Ulaanbaatar
from August 15-18, bringing together over 170 experts
and representatives from 12 member countries.
Organized by the Mongolian University of Science and
Technology and the Mongolian Concrete Association,
the conference focused on the durability and
sustainability of concrete materials.
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Discussions highlighted the importance of aligning
construction standards with green development
policies to minimize environmental impact and
promote resource efficiency. Minister of Urban
Development, Construction, Housing, and Communal
Services, Batsuur Jamba, emphasized the need for
high-quality concrete that lines up with these
standards to ensure safety and sustainability in
construction.

The ACF is an international organization that promotes
collaboration, research, and best practices in the
concrete industry across Asia to enhance the quality
and sustainability of concrete materials. [AKlpress]

North Korea condemns Ukraine's
incursion in Russia as terrorism

(ac) On August 18, North Korea issued a press
statement condemning Ukraine’s incursion in Russia’s
region of Kursk as the act of aggression and terrorism
backed by the Washington and the West. North Korea
denounced that Ukraine's incursion into Russia was
based on anti-Russia confrontation policy and violating
Russia’s sovereign rights.

North Korea’s foreign ministry accused the US and the
West of setting the stage of World War Il by supporting
Ukraine and supplying lethal weapons to aid the
Ukraine's army to push into Russia’s territory. The
statement also accused the Ukrainian forces
committing war crimes of killing civilians and creating
public unrest in the Russian society.

North Korea urges the West to “seriously reconsider
the catastrophic disaster to be entailed by the self-
destructive military provocations perpetrated by the
Zelenskiy puppet clique,” while reaffirming its support
to Russia to achieve military victory against the Ukraine
forces. [KCNA] [VOA]

Since August 6, Ukraine swiftly pushed back Russia's
defense and entered into the Kursk region. Ukraine's
advance into Kursk held a significant waterstone as the
Ukrainian forces reclaimed the Kherson region since
the November 2022. [The New York Times]

Ketagalan Forum on Indo-Pacific Security
to feature Nikki Haley, Yoshihiko Noda,
and other global leaders
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(jp) The Ketagalan Forum, focusing on security issues in
the Indo-Pacific, is set to take place in Taipei on August
21, featuring prominent speakers including former U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley and
former Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda. The
forum aims to foster dialogue and collaboration
among international leaders on key security challenges
facing the Indo-Pacific region. Taiwan's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA) announced that the 2024
edition of this security dialogue will bring together 15
politicians, lawmakers, and scholars from 11 countries.

Nikki Haley, who served as the U.S. ambassador to the
U.N. under former President Donald Trump from
January 2017 to December 2018, will deliver a keynote
speech at the one-day event. Haley, who also ran in the
2024 Republican presidential primary, will be joined by
Yoshihiko Noda, who served as Japan's prime minister
from 2011 to 2012 and is currently a member of
Japan's House of Representatives. Former Slovakian
Prime Minister Eduard Heger is also slated to deliver a
keynote address. [Focus Taiwan]

The forum will feature panel discussions on critical
issues, including the "gray zone" activities in the
Taiwan Strait and the South China Sea, and the impact
of disinformation on democratic systems. Participants
will also discuss strategies to enhance economic
resilience and ensure the stability of global
semiconductor supply chains. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan showcases clean energy
achievements at APEC ministerial forum

(jp) Taiwan highlighted its progress in clean energy
transition at the recent Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) ministerial forum, pledging to
support global sustainability efforts, according to the
Economics Ministry on August 15.

Deputy Economics Minister Chen Chern-chyi led
Taiwan's delegation at the APEC 14th Energy
Ministerial Meeting in Peru, held on August 15-16.
During the forum, Chen reaffirmed Taiwan's
commitment to global carbon reduction goals and
shared Taiwan's innovative "aquavoltaics" project. This
project, which involves installing solar panels on fish
farms to create a "fishery-electricity symbiosis," has
gained traction in southern Taiwan and is seen as a
solution to limited land resources, promoting green
growth and job creation. Chen also emphasized the
importance of a just transition toward a net-zero
future, ensuring that economic growth is inclusive and
protects vulnerable populations.
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The meeting, chaired by Peru's Minister of Energy and
Mines, Rémulo Mucho, covered topics such as capacity
building, public-private partnerships, and equitable
energy access. Ministers from various countries also
discussed low-carbon hydrogen policies and explored
how APEC economies can use innovative technologies
to achieve affordable and sustainable energy
transitions. [Focus Taiwan]

UN team to visit Bangladesh to set up
probe of killings during student protests

(gs/Im) A UN fact-finding team will visit Bangladesh this
week to initiate an independent investigation into the
deaths of hundreds of people during recent student-
led protests that ultimately forced Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to step down. The announcement was
made on August 15 by UN officials, who confirmed that
the UN would lead and fund the independent inquiry.

Gwyn Lewis, the UN resident coordinator in
Bangladesh, stated that the UN is in the process of
establishing a commission to investigate the killings.
After meeting with Touhid Hossai, foreign policy
advisor to Bangladesh's transitional government, Lewis
indicated that the time frame and action plan for the
probe would be finalized shortly.

UN Human Rights Chief Volker Turk also spoke with
Bangladesh's interim leader, Muhammad Yunus,
confirming that a UN-led investigation into the protest-
related deaths would commence soon. During the
conversation, Yunus requested UN support for
rebuilding the country and strengthening human rights
initiatives. [Daily Star] [Anadolu Ajansi]

Turk referred to Bangladesh's transition as a "historic
opportunity" to build governance based on human
rights, inclusivity, and the rule of law. He emphasized
the importance of accountability for human rights
violations during the protests and called for a
comprehensive, impartial, and transparent
investigation. [OHCHR]

UN warns of 'unacceptable’ level of
violence against aid workers

(Im) The United Nations has issued a stark warning
about the alarming rise in violence against
humanitarian workers, noting that 2023 was the
deadliest year on record for the global aid community,
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with 280 aid workers killed—up 137 percent from the
previous year. Most of these deaths occurred in
conflict zones, with over half of the fatalities in Gaza
during the first three months of the Israel-Hamas war.
Other dangerous regions included South Sudan,
Sudan, Israel, Syria, Ethiopia, Ukraine, Somalia,
Myanmar, and the Democratic Republic of Congo, with
the majority of victims being local staff.

The UN's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) called the normalization of violence
against aid workers "unacceptable and
unconscionable" and highlighted the lack of
accountability for such attacks. The rising toll of aid
worker deaths in 2024, which had already reached 176
by August, suggests this year could be even deadlier.
The conflict in Gaza alone has claimed the lives of over
280 aid workers, many of whom were employed by the
UN agency for Palestinian refugees.

In response, humanitarian leaders are urging UN
member states to take action by protecting civilians
and aid workers, ending attacks on them, and holding
those responsible accountable. World Humanitarian
Day, observed annually on August 19, commemorates
the 2003 attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad
that killed 22 people and injured 150 others. [Voice of
Americal

WHO Director-General declares mpox
outbreak a public health emergency of
international concern

(hf) WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus has declared the mpox outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and other
African nations as a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC). The decision follows a
meeting of an expert committee concerned about the
rapid spread of a new mpox strain in eastern DRC and
neighboring countries. Over 15,600 cases and 537
deaths have been reported this year, with further
spread likely.

WHO is working with countries and manufacturers to
increase vaccine access and funding for the response.
An initial USD 15 million is needed to support
surveillance, preparedness, and response activities.
[WHO] [Independent]
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Maldives calls for greater cooperation to
achieve SDG's

(Im) Maldivian Minister of Foreign Affairs Moosa
Zameer, speaking at the Third Voice of the Global
South Summit, emphasized the need for stronger
cooperation between the Global South and other
countries to accelerate progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He praised
India's leadership during its G20 presidency and called
for solutions to address debt obligations, which hinder
sustainable development in Global South nations.
Zameer also highlighted the importance of climate
justice for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and
equitable access to digital tools and technological
innovations to help these countries achieve their
development goals.

The summit, initiated by India, provides a platform for
non-G20 member states, especially from the Global
South, to voice their concerns and was chaired by
India's External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. [Atoll
Times] [mv plus] [the edition]

Nepal proposes SAARC Council of
Ministers New York meeting on
September 26

(Im) Nepal has proposed to convene a meeting of the
SAARC Council of Ministers on September 26 in New
York, marking an effort to revive the South Asian
regional body after four consecutive years without
informal meetings at the UN General Assembly. Nepal
has been chairing SAARC since 2014, the longest
tenure for any chair in the association’s history,
following a stall in the SAARC process due to escalating
tensions between India and Pakistan.

This upcoming meeting, which would involve seven
member states—excluding Afghanistan—is considered
pivotal as it could pave the way for future high-level
engagements, including the long-delayed 19th SAARC
Summit. Originally scheduled to take place in Pakistan,
the summit was indefinitely postponed after an attack
on an Indian military base in Kashmir intensified
tensions between India and Pakistan. These
geopolitical rivalries have prolonged the impasse,
leaving Nepal unable to pass the chairmanship to
another member state.

Efforts to hold informal ministerial meetings during the
UN General Assembly in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023
were unsuccessful, with virtual meetings making little
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headway and last-minute withdrawals by member
states stalling progress. While some technical meetings
have occurred at lower levels, the lack of high-level
political engagement has hindered meaningful
advancement in the SAARC process.

BIMSTEC summit uncertain due to fresh political turmoil
in Thailand

Simultaneously, fresh political turmoil in Thailand has
raised concerns over the fate of the sixth Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Summit, which is scheduled for
September 4-5. Thailand's Constitutional Court recently
ousted Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, citing his lack
of integrity after appointing a person to his Cabinet
that had served prison time. This political upheaval has
led to uncertainty about whether Thailand will be able
to host the summit as planned.

This internal instability in Thailand, combined with
political turmoil in other BIMSTEC member states—
such as Bangladesh and Myanmar—and Sri Lanka's
upcoming presidential elections, has added to
concerns about the summit's likelihood of proceeding
as scheduled. [The Kathmandu Post]

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard
Verma visits Nepal, India

(iz/lm) Richard R. Verma, the Deputy Secretary of State
for Management and Resources visited Nepal on
August 16, as the highest-ranking official from the
Biden administration to visit the country since Nepal's
recent change in government.

Verma held key meetings with Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli and Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba to
discuss various aspects of US-Nepal relations, focusing
on development cooperation, mutual interests, and
economic growth. During their meeting, Prime Minister
Oli expressed gratitude for the continuous US support
in Nepal's economic and social development since the
1950s and highlighted Nepal's progress towards
graduating from least developed country (LDC) status
by 2026. He also shared updates on laws related to
transitional justice being formulated based on political
consensus.

Notably, Verma announced that Washington would
pledge USD 100 million in foreign military finance to
fund the acquisition of new helicopters for the Nepal
Army. This aid aims to bolster Nepal's disaster
response efforts. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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Verma's visit also included engagements with the US
embassy staff and the U.S. Marine Security Guard
Detachment to express his appreciation for their work
in advancing US-Nepal relations.

India

Verma, who has also been assigned special
responsibilities for Ukraine's economic recovery,
departed for India on August 17 to continue
discussions on various issues, including economic
development and climate action.

His agenda in India included advancing cooperation on
economic development, clean energy, climate action,
and STEM education. He was joined by John Podests,
Senior Advisor to the President for International
Climate Policy, and David Turk, Deputy Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Energy. [U.S. Department of State]
[The Hindu]

Pakistan, Kazakhstan launch Trans-
Afghan Multimodal Transport Corridor

(ss) Kazakhstan and Pakistan have launched the Trans-
Afghan Multimodal Transport Corridor, enhancing
bilateral relations and opening new trade routes. This
corridor, developed through collaboration between
Kazakhstan Railway's KZT Express, QazTrade, and
Pakistan's National Logistic Corporation, spans from
Kazakhstan through Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan, extending by sea to Dubai's Jebel Ali Port. The
route shortens delivery times, with shipments taking
20-25 days.

The initiative aims to boost trade between Central Asia,
the Middle East, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. A pilot
shipment successfully traveled from Kazakhstan to
Karachi and onward to Dubai. Similarly, a shipment
from Pakistan reached Azerbaijan via the same route.

This corridor, part of a USD 4.8 billion railway project
linking Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Uzbekistan,
promises to enhance regional connectivity, economic
growth, and trade. Both governments are committed
to expanding the corridor, with plans for a USD 5
billion infrastructure development and projections of
up to 20 million tons of cargo capacity. [The Astana
Times]

Sri Lanka’s President Wickremesinghe
advocates for stronger economic
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cooperation through BIMSTEC

(aa) Sri Lanka's President Ranil Wickremesinghe
emphasized the need to strengthen economic
cooperation and regional integration with Japan and
India, with a particular focus on India, during his virtual
address at the 3rd Voice of Global South Summit. He
highlighted Sri Lanka's strategic commitment to
expanding partnerships, especially through the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), as the Bay of Bengal
region emerges as a key hub of economic growth.
Wickremesinghe praised India for its leadership in the
Global South and acknowledged India's critical support
during Sri Lanka’s recent economic crisis, which helped
the country navigate bankruptcy.

Wickremesinghe emphasized the importance of the
"Vision" statement between Sri Lanka and India, which
celebrates their historical ties and paves the way for
deeper cooperation. He also expressed optimism
about finalizing the Comprehensive Economic and
Technological Agreement with India, enhancing
connectivity in power and transport, and developing
projects like Trincomalee Harbour. Wickremesinghe
recognized the growing significance of BIMSTEC and
expressed Sri Lanka's desire to join the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) - a major
free trade agreement among 15 Asia-Pacific countries -
aiming to establish broader economic cooperation
from Japan to India. He noted that the dominance of
the Western system is ending, and gatherings like the
summit will help shape a new global order driven by
the Global South. [The Island]

International election observers arrive in
Sri Lanka ahead of September
presidential election

(aa) A group of international election observers from
the European Union (EU) and the Commonwealth have
arrived in Sri Lanka to monitor the September 21
presidential election. Invited by Sri Lanka's Election
Commission, the EU's Election Observation Mission has
previously monitored elections in Sri Lanka six times,
most recently during the 2019 presidential election

The EU mission includes a core team of a Deputy Chief
Observer and nine experts already in Colombo, with 26
long-term observers set to monitor the campaign
across the country. An additional 32 short-term
observers will join during election week. [Daily Mirror]
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Indonesia to host global sustainable
development forum in September

(si) The Indonesian government is preparing to host
the High-Level Multi-Stakeholder Partnership Forum
(HLF-MSP) in Bali from September 1-3, aiming to
bolster global cooperation for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The forum will
gather over 1,000 participants, including 31 heads of
state and various international representatives, to
address the growing complexities of global challenges.

Usman Kansong, Director General of Information and
Public Communication at the Ministry of
Communication and Informatics, emphasized the
forum'’s theme, "Strengthening Multi-Stakeholder
Partnerships for Development: Towards a
Transformative Change." This theme underscores the
need for inclusive and transformative partnerships to
accelerate progress on the 2030 SDGs Agenda, which
currently shows only 15 percent of targets on track.

The forum will feature high-level discussions, including
a session on enhancing the Global South's potential
through partnerships, 12 thematic parallel discussions,
and 50 bilateral meetings. Cultural activities and an
exhibition will also be part of the event, which will
conclude with a gala dinner. [Antara]

Indonesia urges ASEAN action on migrant
worker trafficking

(si) Silmy Karim, Director General of Immigration at the
Ministry of Law and Human Rights, emphasized the
urgent need to protect migrant workers from human
trafficking at the 27th ASEAN DGICM meeting in Nha
Trang, Vietnam. He highlighted that Indonesia, with its
significant human resource potential, is a primary
target for trafficking syndicates in ASEAN, where over
85 percent of victims are trafficked within the region.

Karim pointed out that a new trend in trafficking
involves online fraud schemes, such as fake
investments and love scams, which lure victims with
promises of lucrative jobs, only to exploit them
through harsh working conditions and violence. Karim
also underscored President Joko Widodo's directive to
combat transnational crimes, including human
smuggling, and noted that Indonesia is actively
engaging in regional and international cooperation to
address the issue.
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In 2022, 484 Indonesians were repatriated from
Cambodia, with additional rescues from Laos,
Myanmar, and the Philippines in 2023. Karim
expressed hope that the DGICM would play a crucial
role in addressing human trafficking and enhancing
cooperation among ASEAN countries to protect
vulnerable individuals. [Antara]

Leader of online scam group operating in
Laos and Myanmar sentenced to jail

(dqgl) The Daegu District Court in South Korea has
sentenced the leader of an online scam group that
operated in Laos and Myanmar to eight years in prison
for deceiving South Koreans with promises of "making
big money" and forcing them into fraudulent activities.
In addition, a senior officer and a recruiter from the
group were sentenced to four years in prison each,
while ten other members received sentences of up to
three years.

Nearly 60 victims lost over KRW 23 billion (USD 17
million) between May and October 2023 after being
held captive in offices within special economic zones in
Laos and Myanmar, according to court. The scam
targeted financially vulnerable individuals by
presenting falsified data and promoting fake
investment opportunities in Laos and Myanmar.

South Korea's foreign ministry has reported that job
seekers lured by offers for roles such as Korean
language interpreters or cryptocurrency sales are
often forced into illegal activities, including voice
phishing, investment scams, romance scams, and sex
trafficking.

In response to the rise in such criminal activities
targeting South Koreans, the South Korean
government imposed a travel ban (level 4 alert) on the
Lao Golden Triangle Special Economic Zone starting
February 1. South Koreans wishing to stay in areas
under this alert must obtain a special government
permit; failure to do so can result in criminal penalties.

Southeast Asia’s scam centers have drawn increasing
global concern, pressuring regional governments to
take action.

Lao authorities recently ordered the closure of all
illegal call centers in the Golden Triangle Special
Economic Zone by August 25. This decision followed an
August 9 meeting between the governor of Bokeo
province, Lao Ministry of Public Security officials, and
Zhao Wei, the chairman of the Golden Triangle SEZ.
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The public security ministry, speaking anonymously,
confirmed that these centers were given until the
deadline to clear out their belongings, after which a
special force would enforce the order. [Radio Free
Asia] [The Laotian Times]

Neighboring diplomats rally around
Myanmar during Chiang Mai meeting

(sc) During the Informal Discussion Between the
Foreign Ministers of China, Laos, Myanmar, and
Thailand held in Chiang Mai on August 16, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized the importance
of non-interference in Myanmar's internal affairs. He
articulated three bottom lines - preventing civil strife,
maintaining Myanmar's ASEAN integration, and
shielding it from external meddling. Wang, alongside
representatives from Laos, Myanmar, and Thailand,
discussed strategies for supporting Myanmar's journey
towards stability and reconciliation, underscoring the
shared long history and deep-rooted connections
among the nations. [Xinhua]

The discussions highlighted the ongoing efforts of
Myanmar's government to stabilize the nation amidst
its complex challenges. Myanmar's Deputy Prime
Minister and Union Minister for Foreign Affairs, U Than
Swe, expressed gratitude for the consistent support
from neighboring countries during these tumultuous
times and pledged to utilize the forum to enhance
cooperation and achieve early political reconciliation.

Prior to this discussion, Wang Yi met with Lao Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Aleumxay
Kommasith on August 15 to discuss the situation in
Myanmar. They reiterated the critical role of ASEAN in
fostering dialogue and aligning Myanmar’'s roadmap
with regional peace efforts, aiming for a harmonious
solution that ensures Myanmar's stability and
reintegration into the democratic process. [Xinhual]

Chinese, Philippine ships collide at Sabina
Shoal in South China Sea

(Im/alk) Early on August 19, Chinese and Philippine
coast guard vessels collided near Sabina Shoal in the
South China Sea, escalating the ongoing maritime
disputes between the two countries. This incident
marks the first direct clash over Sabina Shoal in
decades, despite rising tensions in the region.
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According to the China Coast Guard, the collision
occurred after a Philippine vessel acted
"unprofessionally," but Philippine authorities blamed
China's "unlawful and aggressive maneuvers," which
left a hole in the Philippine ship BRP Cape Engano and
caused damage to another vessel, the BRP Bagacay.

This clash is significant because it occurred at Sabina
Shoal, a half-submerged reef located 86 miles from the
Philippine island of Palawan, making it closer to the
Philippines than other contested areas like Second
Thomas Shoal. Sabina Shoal is part of the Spratly
Islands, a group of islands and reefs that are heavily
disputed among several countries, including China and
the Philippines. [The Guardian] [The Washington Post]

The Philippines disputed China's account, accusing
Beijing of "imposing its version of facts." According to
Manila, two of its coast guard vessels faced "unlawful
and aggressive manoeuvres" from Chinese ships near
Sabina Shoal while en route to supply Filipino
personnel stationed nearby. [Reuters]

The US has also condemned China’s actions and
reaffirmed its support for the Philippines in the South
China Sea in a press statement by the US Department
of State following the incident. [US Department of
State]

Philippines mulls expanding Ayungin Shoal ‘provisional
arrangement’ with China

Against the backdrop of the recent incident, the
Philippines is considering filing an international case
against China, possibly under the United Nations.
[Philippine News Agency 1]

Additionally, Manila is considering expanding the
"provisional arrangement" with China regarding
rotation and resupply missions (RORE) at Ayungin
Shoal to other areas in the West Philippine Sea (WPS).
The arrangement, established last month to de-
escalate tensions in the South China Sea, has been
deemed useful in ensuring timely supply to troops
stationed at the BRP Sierra Madre in Ayungin Shoal,
which serves as a permanent outpost. [Philippine
News Agency 2]

China got 'very dramatic' after US military
flew new missile system to Western
Pacific, Philippines says

(Im) China expressed a "very dramatic" reaction after
the United States deployed its new Mid-Range
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Capability (Typhon) missile system in the Philippines
during joint military exercises in April, according to
Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo.
The top diplomat revealed on August 16 that Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi voiced concern over the
system on the sidelines of the ASEAN meetings in Laos
last month, claiming it could destabilize regional
security. Manalo reassured China that the deployment
was temporary and would not pose a threat.

The U.S. Army had transported the missile system,
capable of launching the Standard Missile-6 and
Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles, to the northern
Philippines in April as part of joint combat exercises
with the Philippine military. Although the system was
not used during the drills, its presence underscored
the deepening military ties between the US and the
Philippines, longtime treaty allies.

China has consistently opposed increased U.S. military
presence in the region, including in the Philippines,
arguing that such deployments could endanger peace
and stability. This latest dispute adds to a growing list
of tensions between China and the U.S.-Philippine
alliance, particularly in the South China Sea, where
China has pursued increasingly assertive actions to
fortify its territorial claims.

Both the U.S. and the Philippines have condemned
China's aggressive behavior in the South China Sea,
where confrontations have escalated between Chinese
and Philippine coast guard forces. The disputed waters
are crucial for global trade and security, and multiple
countries, including China, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan, have overlapping
territorial claims in the area.

Philippines, Singapore advocate for
peaceful resolution of Myanmar conflict

(rr) On August 15, Philippine President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. and Singaporean President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, during a meeting in Manila, called
for a peaceful resolution to the ongoing unrest in
Myanmar. Both leaders emphasized that achieving
peace in Myanmar is more urgent than ever, aligning
with ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus, which includes
ending violence, promoting dialogue, and providing
humanitarian assistance. The leaders expressed
concern over the deteriorating human rights situation
in Myanmar. [Philippine News Agency]
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273 Thai Armed Forces engineers
deployed to South Sudan for UN mission

(msz) The Royal Thai Armed Forces will deploy 273
engineers to support the United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS). The contingent, led by Gen
Songwit Noonphakdi, includes 256 Royal Thai Army
soldiers, 28 of whom are female, and 17 additional
personnel. The first group departed on August 18, with
the remainder leaving on September 6. This mission
marks the fifth group of Thai engineers sent to replace
those who left in July 2023. [Bangkok Post]

Chinese company to invest USD 6.7 million
in Bangladesh’s Uttara Export Processing
Zone

(sg) Chinese company Meigo (Bangladesh) Ltd has
signed a deal to invest USD 6.70 million to establish a
collectible items and toys manufacturing factory at
Uttara Export Processing Zone (UEPZ) in Nilphamari,
Bangladesh. The factory is expected to produce
700,000 collectible items and toys annually, creating
1,056 jobs for Bangladeshi nationals. [UNB]

India accuses Bangladesh'’s interim
leaders of failing to protect Hindus

(Im) India has raised concerns with Bangladesh's
interim government, accusing it of failing to protect the
country's Hindu minority amid escalating violence
following the ouster of former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. This has strained the relationship between the
two neighboring countries, which have historically
enjoyed strong ties, especially during Hasina's tenure.

Sheikh Hasina, who had led Bangladesh for 15 years
with close support from India, was forced to flee to
India after mass protests. Her government had been a
key regional ally for India in countering China's
influence in South Asia and combating Islamist
extremism. Hasina's departure has left a power
vacuum, and her exit sparked unrest that has targeted
minority communities, particularly Hindus, who
represent about 8 percent of Bangladesh's population.

Hindus in Bangladesh have faced attacks on their
homes, shops, and temples, with more than 200
incidents of violence reported since Hasina's ouster.
Many Hindus are perceived to be supporters of the
secular Awami League, which draws considerable
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backing from minorities. Some of the violence against
Hindus has therefore been viewed as politically
motivated, linked to the collapse of Hasina's regime
rather than purely communal.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government has
responded to the violence with alarm. Modi stated that
the safety of Bangladesh's Hindus is a major concern
for India’s 1.4 billion people. Hindu nationalist groups
in India have called for stronger action from the
government to protect their co-religionists in
Bangladesh, with protests erupting in New Delhi
against the "atrocities" occurring across the border.

However, there are differing views within Bangladesh.
Many argue that the reports of widespread communal
violence are exaggerated and are part of a
disinformation campaign orchestrated by Sheikh
Hasina's supporters to discredit the interim
government of Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus.
Yunus, who took office after being appointed by
President Mohammed Shahabuddin, is now faced with
restoring order, holding free and fair elections, and
managing Bangladesh's delicate relationship with
India.

Tensions between the two countries are further
complicated by the continued presence of Sheikh
Hasina in India. Though Bangladesh and India have an
extradition treaty, Hasina remains in India, and a
murder investigation has been opened against her for
her alleged role in the police killing of a protester
during the crackdown on student-led protests.

While the violence and political unrest have damaged
relations between Bangladesh and India, observers
note that both countries are aware of the stakes
involved. Bangladesh relies heavily on India for trade
and investment, and India values stability in
Bangladesh to prevent chaos from spilling over its
borders. Analysts believe that while the relationship
has been strained, both governments will likely work
towards mending ties as the situation stabilizes.

At the same time, concerns persist in India about the
interim government's potential softening on Islamist
influences and a possible shift towards pro-China
sentiments in Bangladesh, particularly if the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) returns to power.
Nevertheless, many experts believe that India will
pragmatically engage with the new leadership to
ensure the partnership endures, despite the current
challenges. [Financial Times]
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Bangladesh weighs Sheikh Hasina's
extradition, claims it 'creates
embarrassing situation for India’

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government, led by Nobel
laureate Mohammed Yunus, is considering whether to
request the extradition of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina from India, where she fled on August 5
after a violent uprising. Mohammad Touhid Hossain,
the de-facto foreign minister, noted that Hasina faces
multiple charges, including murder, torture, and
genocide, following the protests that led to nearly 300
deaths. The International Crimes Tribunal in
Bangladesh has launched investigations into these
cases.

Meanwhile, Yunus expressed dissatisfaction with
India's stance and urged countries to take in more
Rohingya refugees. The interim government's priority
is to restore stability and reform the political system
before announcing elections, with further clarity
expected by September. [Business Standard]

Report: India pressured US to ease its stance on Hasina
before ouster

India reportedly lobbied the United States for over a
year to ease pressure on Bangladesh’s then-Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, as cited by The Washington
Post. Hasina faced criticism from US diplomats for
imprisoning political rivals and stifling democracy,
leading to sanctions and visa restrictions imposed by
the Biden administration. Indian officials argued that
an opposition victory could destabilize Bangladesh and
create security threats for India. Despite India's
lobbying, US officials maintained a balanced approach,
though they eventually reduced their criticism. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bhutan-India joint hydroelectric power
project begins operation

(gs) The Punatsangchhu-ll Hydroelectric Project (PHPA-
1), a collaboration between Bhutan and India, reached
a significant milestone with the successful operation of
its first two turbines, marking the initial phase of full-
scale energy production. The project, with a capacity of
1,020 MW, began in 2010 but faced multiple delays due
to geographical challenges, flash floods, the COVID-19
pandemic, and issues with the dam foundation. Initially
slated for completion in 2017, the project is now
nearing full operation, with the remaining four
turbines expected to come online by December.
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The project, with an estimated cost of BTN 94.45 billion
(USD 1.13 billion), has reached several key milestones,
including the filling of the reservoir and various
tunnels. Once all six turbines are operational, the
project will feed power into the grid. The project
currently employs over 3,700 workers on-site.
[Kuensel]

Brunei defense minister meets US
counterpart in Washington

(dgl) On August 13, Brunei's Minister of Defense ||
Pehin Halbi met with US Secretary of Defense Lloyd J.
Austin IIl at the Pentagon to discuss U.S.-Brunei
defense relations. The discussions focused on ways to
enhance security cooperation, maritime domain
awareness, and information sharing.

Both officials expressed satisfaction about the
completion of the Acquisition Cross-Servicing
Agreement and the Section 505 Agreement, which will
improve logistics cooperation and security assistance
between the two nations.

They underscored the importance of strengthening
U.S.-Brunei defense ties to support a free and open
Indo-Pacific. [Department of Defense, USA]

Cambodia and Turkiye expand
cooperation in key sectors

(to) On August 16, Cambodia and Turkiye agreed to
broaden their cooperation across various sectors,
including education, agriculture, energy, civil aviation,
and the environment. This agreement was formalized
during a meeting between Khuon Phon Rattanak,
Secretary of State of the Cambodian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, and
Turkish Ambassador Ulkii Kocaefe.

The discussions took place at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Phnom Penh, where both sides also
emphasized the importance of high-level visits and
collaborative efforts on regional and global issues. The
meeting comes as the two nations celebrate the 65th
anniversary of diplomatic relations, highlighting their
ongoing commitment to strengthening bilateral
relations. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia and China reaffirm
commitment to Mekong Cooperation

(to) During the Ninth Mekong-Lancang Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Chiang Mai on August 16
Cambodia’s Foreign Minister Sok Chenda Sophea and
China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi reaffirmed their
commitment to enhance cooperation within the
Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (MLC) framework.

The meeting also highlighted China'’s support for
Cambodia’s infrastructure projects, including the
Funan Techo Canal, which underscores China’s role as
a key partner in the region. [The Phnom Penh Post]

The Funan Techo Canal was opened on August 5. Itis a
180-kilometer, USD 1.7 billion Cambodian
infrastructure project aimed at improving water
management, irrigation, and transportation to boost
agricultural productivity, economic independence and
regional connectivity. it is co-funded by Cambodian
companies and a Chinese firm through a Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT) agreement (see AiR No. 32,
August/2024, 1).

Cambodian and US armies strengthen
collaboration on demining and disaster
relief

(to) On August 15, high-ranking military officials from
Cambodia and the United States met in Nadi, Fiji, to
bolster cooperation on demining and disaster relief
efforts. The meeting between General Mao Sophan,
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces (RCAF) and Commander of the Royal
Cambodian Army (RCA), and General Charles A. Flynn,
Commander of the US Army Pacific Command, focused
on exchanging expertise and enhancing military
capabilities in these critical areas.

The discussions are part of ongoing efforts to deepen
bilateral defense relations, building on the outcomes
of US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin’s visit to
Cambodia in June. The Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces, responsible for defending the nation and
managing domestic security, view this cooperation as
vital for addressing the remnants of war and natural
disaster challenges. [Khmer Times]

This meeting builds on the groundwork laid during US
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin’s visit to Cambodia on
June 4, 2024. During that visit, Austin engaged in
discussions with Cambodian officials, including
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Defense Minister Tea Seiha and Prime Minister Hun
Manet, to explore opportunities for strengthening
military relations between the two nations.

The visit was part of a broader strategy to foster
cooperation, despite historical tensions arising from
Cambodia’s close relationship with China. The ongoing
dialogue, including the recent meeting in Nadi,
showcases both nations’ commitment to overcoming
these challenges and enhancing mutual capabilities,
particularly in areas such as demining and disaster
relief (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1).

Cambodian King's visit to China

(to) King Norodom Sihamoni of Cambodia visited China
last week from August 14-16. The visit aimed at
strengthening the longstanding ties between
Cambodia and China, coinciding with the "Cambodia-
China People-to-People Exchange Year." [Khmer Times]

During King Norodom Sihamoni's visit to the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region in China, he held
discussions with regional party chief Ma Xingrui and
chairman Erkin Tuniyaz. The talks focused on
strengthening exchanges between Xinjiang and
Cambodia, with an emphasis on deepening
cooperation in industry, trade, and investment.

Both sides highlighted the success of existing relations
and expressed intentions to enhance mutual
understanding, cultural exchanges, and tourism under
the "Cambodia-China People-to-People Exchange
Year." [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Vietnam enhance
cooperation in research on military-
defense strategy

(to) On August 14, Vietnam and Cambodia agreed to
strengthen their cooperation in military-defense
strategy research during a meeting between Senior
Lieutenant General Huynh Chien Thang, Deputy Chief
of the Vietnam People’s Army (VPA), and General Kim
Vanna, Director of the Centre for Military Strategy
Studies under the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces.

The meeting, held in Hanoi, focused on the
implementation of their Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on research collaboration, with
an emphasis on sharing information and organizing
strategic research training courses.
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The VPA pledged ongoing support to deepen defense
ties, which have been a cornerstone of the bilateral
relationship between the two nations for years. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia’s exports to South Korea grows
by 14 percent in first seven months of
2024

(to) On August 19, the General Department of Customs
and Excise of Cambodia (GDCE) announced that
Cambodia’s exports to South Korea have increased by
14 percent in the first seven months of 2024, totaling
over USD 187 million.

The growth is part of an overall rise in bilateral trade,
with total trade volume between the two countries
exceeding USD 479 million, up 7 percent from the
previous year. The increase follows enhanced
economic cooperation between Cambodia and South
Korea, which was further strengthened during
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet's visit to Seoul
in May 2024 (see AIR No. 21, May/2024, 3).

During this visit, relations were elevated to a "strategic
partnership," and South Korean companies showed
increased interest in investment opportunities in
Cambodia, particularly in sectors like manufacturing,
agriculture, and real estate. [The Phnom Penh Post]

China warns Philippines as PLA aircraft
carrier Shandong shows combat readiness
in South China sea

(rl) The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) has
reaffirmed its naval strength by deploying its aircraft
carrier Shandong in the South China Sea last week,
showcasing its combat readiness amid rising regional
tensions.

The Shandong, China’s second aircraft carrier and the
first to be domestically built, participated in
comprehensive military drills, including aircraft take-
offs, landings, and various naval maneuvers.

These exercises are seen as part of China's strategy to
solidify its territorial claims in the South China Sea, a
region fraught with overlapping claims from multiple
countries and significant for global maritime trade.
Japan reports that China's second aircraft carrier, along
with three accompanying vessels, conducted jet and
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helicopter take-offs and landings in the area. [South
China Morning Post 1]

China vowed to take "strong measures" against the
Philippines, accusing the nation of encroaching on
Chinese territory with its ships in the contested waters.
China's foreign ministry has condemned the
Philippines for what it describes as "provocative
actions" and warned of severe consequences if Manila
continues its current course. This development is part
of a broader struggle for control over the South China
Sea, a strategic region rich in resources and vital for
international trade. The Philippines, for its part, has
maintained that its actions are within its sovereign
rights.

However, China's response signals a potential for
further military confrontations in the region, as both
nations refuse to back down from their claims. The
presence of the Shandong, with its full complement of
fighter jets, serves as a powerful signal of China’s
growing military capabilities and its resolve to maintain
a stronghold in these contested waters.

The deployment has drawn attention from neighboring
countries and global powers, particularly the United
States, which has been monitoring China's expanding
influence in the region. The PLA Navy's operations are
likely to heighten geopolitical tensions, further
complicating the delicate balance of power in the
South China Sea. [Global Times] [South China Morning
Post 2]

China calls for political reconciliation in
Myanmar as conflicts near shared border

(alk) On August 14, China urged Myanmar to seek
political reconciliation amid continued conflict between
the ruling junta and ethnic minority rebel groups.

The meeting between Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi and Burmese military leader Min Aung Hlaing
followed the collapse of a Beijing-brokered ceasefire
and significant advances by ethnic minority rebel
groups in regions bordering China’s Yunnan province.

China has maintained ties with the military junta,
which seized power in a coup d'état in February 2021
and liaises with some of the ethnic minority armed
forces. Beijing has consistently urged for ceasefires
and truce, expressing concern that the ongoing
fighting in northern Myanmar could spill over into
Yunnan province.
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As part of its broader strategy to ensure peace and
stability along the China-Myanmar border, China
announced a new “five-point road map” in
collaboration with Myanmar. This plan is an updated
version of a previously failed peace agreement
between the junta and the coalition of ethnic minority
rebel groups. However, the specific details of this
updated plan have not yet been disclosed.

The junta, for its part, pledged to transfer power to a
civilian government through an election said to take
place next year, following a population census
scheduled for October.

Beyond the conflict in Myanmar, the two countries
reaffirmed their commitment to enhanced economic
and security cooperation. This includes collaboration
under China's Belt and Road Initiative and joint efforts
to combat transnational crimes. [South China Morning
Post]

China supports Myanmar junta's census
and election plan

(rl) China has endorsed the military junta's plan in
Myanmar to conduct a national census followed by an
election, aiming to stabilize the conflict-ridden country.
This move has drawn criticism internationally as it
legitimizes the junta's authority following the February
2021 coup that ousted the democratically elected
government.

China's support underscores its strategic interests in
Myanmar, including its influence in Southeast Asia and
access to the Indian Ocean.

The census, scheduled for 2024, is intended to lay the
groundwork for an election, but opponents argue that
this process is a guise for the junta to consolidate
power further.

The international community, including Western
nations, remains skeptical of the junta's intentions,
viewing the proposed election as unlikely to be free or
fair. [AA]

The situation remains tense as opposition groups
continue to resist the military's rule, leading to ongoing
violence and unrest. [South China Morning Post]

Chinese self-driving start-up Weride to go
public in the US
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(rl) WeRide, one of China's leading autonomous driving
start-ups, is preparing to trade on the Nasdagq, despite
the tense relationship between Beijing and
Washington. The company, valued at USD 5 billion,
develops software for driverless vehicles and is part of
a growing wave of Chinese electric vehicle and
automotive technology firms seeking capital in
American financial markets to fuel their global
ambitions. [China Daily]

WeRide has cautioned potential investors about the
geopolitical risks that could impact their investment.
US export controls on Chinese companies could limit
WeRide's access to advanced semiconductors,
essential for its technology.

Additionally, one of WeRide's suppliers has been
designated a "Chinese military company," which could
further complicate its supply chain if restrictions
tighten. A broader crackdown on Chinese autonomous
vehicle firms might also hinder WeRide's ability to
operate in the United States. [Reuters]

The company has also highlighted that the Chinese
government maintains significant oversight and could
intervene in its operations, adding another layer of
uncertainty for investors.

As WeRide prepares to list its shares on the Nasdaq
stock exchange, it joins other Chinese automotive
technology companies turning to US markets for
funding, even as American policies increasingly aim to
restrict their access to the domestic market.

WeRide's public offering comes at a time of heightened
geopolitical tension, illustrating the risks and
challenges faced by Chinese companies navigating the
complexities of international relations while pursuing
global growth. [The New York Times]

US army intelligence analyst pleads guilty
to selling military secrets to China

(rl) Korbein Schultz, a 25-year-old US Army intelligence
analyst, pleaded guilty to charges of conspiring to sell
military secrets to China. Schultz, who served as a
sergeant at Fort Campbell and held top-secret
clearance, was charged in March with multiple felonies,
including conspiracy to disclose national defense
information, exporting defense articles without a
license, and bribery of a public official. He has
admitted to all six charges. [U.S. Department of Justice]
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Schultz conspired with an individual in Hong Kong,
whom he suspected to be associated with the Chinese
government, to provide classified information and
export-controlled technical data related to US military
weapons systems in exchange for money. The Justice
Department revealed that Schultz sold information on
various military assets, including advanced helicopters,
missile systems, and defense tactics, for USD 42,000.

The case took a darker turn when it was revealed that
Schultz knowingly interacted with a Chinese
government operative, who deceived him by posing as
an employee of a geopolitical consulting firm. Schultz
even attempted to recruit a higher-ranking Army
employee into his scheme to access more sensitive
information.

Schultz faces a maximum sentence of 20 years in
prison and a USD 1 million fine for the most severe
charges related to the unlawful export of defense
articles to China. US District Judge Aleta Trauger is
scheduled to sentence Schultz on January 23. In
addition to his prison sentence, Schultz is required to
forfeit any profits from his crimes and is prohibited
from profiting from them in the future, including
through book deals or other media opportunities.

The FBI, the US Army Counterintelligence Command,
and the Justice Department have condemned Schultz's
actions, emphasizing the grave risk his betrayal posed
to national security and the safety of his fellow
soldiers. [The New York Times] [USA Today]

Brazil's president to seek “long-term
partnership” with China

(rl) On August 14, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva announced that he will explore a "long-term
strategic partnership" with China during an upcoming
meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Brazil later
this year. Speaking at an event, Lula highlighted
China's interest in discussing its Belt and Road
Initiative with Brazil, signaling that Brazil might
consider joining the initiative. [Plataforma]

Lula emphasized that strengthening Brazil's economy
requires diverse partnerships, but he reassured that
deepening ties with China would not come at the
expense of Brazil's relationship with the United States.

Xi Jinping also highlighted that China and Brazil are
"good friends who think the same way”, which are
“both important developing countries and key
emerging markets” as well as “like-minded good
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friends” and should take the anniversary “as a new
starting point” to strengthen ties. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China]

Both Brazil and China are members of the BRICS group
of emerging economies. [Reuters]

Pro-China leader secures parliamentary
seat in Kiribati

(rl) Kiribati's pro-China President Taneti Maamau
retained his parliamentary seat in a landslide victory,
securing almost 83 percent of the vote in his Onotoa
district. The results from this election, which is seen as
a referendum on Maamau's policies, particularly his
alignment with China, indicate strong local support for
his leadership.

The election was marked by concerns over the cost of
living, environmental challenges such as rising sea
levels, and the country’s growing ties with China.
Maamau’s administration switched diplomatic
recognition from Taiwan to China in 2019 (see AiR No.
39, September/2019, 4), a move that has drawn
significant attention from global powers, particularly
the US and its allies, who are wary of China's
expanding influence in the Pacific.

In February, Kiribati was also getting assistance from
Chinese security forces, working with the local police in
community policing and crime database program.
[Reuters]

Maamau's main rival, opposition leader Tessie
Lambourne, also successfully retained her seat,
winning more than 50 percent of the vote, thereby
avoiding a runoff. The retention of their seats by both
leaders sets the stage for a presidential election later
in the year, where Maamau is expected to be a strong
contender to extend his decade-long presidency.

Kiribati, a low-lying island nation, faces significant
challenges including high unemployment, rising
consumer prices, and the existential threat of climate
change. [BBC] [VOA]

China and Vatican discuss Ukraine peace
plan as Russia faces setbacks

(rl) China and the Vatican have engaged in discussions
over a proposed peace plan for Ukraine, a significant
diplomatic development as Russia continues to lose
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ground in its ongoing conflict with Ukraine. The talks
come as Beijing seeks to position itself as a mediator in
the conflict, leveraging its influence and ties with
Moscow. [Vatican News]

The Vatican, known for its neutral stance in
international conflicts, has been actively seeking a
peaceful resolution to the war in Ukraine, which has
caused significant humanitarian crises and geopolitical
tensions.

On August 14, Li Hui, the Special Representative of the
Chinese Government on Eurasian Affairs, held a phone
conversation with Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, Pope Francis'
Special Envoy to Ukraine, at Zuppi's request. Li
expressed his appreciation for the Vatican's ongoing
efforts to mediate the Ukraine crisis and provide
humanitarian assistance. He emphasized the
importance of the six common understandings issued
by China and Brazil in addressing the current situation.

Zuppi thanked the Chinese government for its
steadfast efforts in promoting peace and
acknowledged the positive impact of the six common
understandings in the political resolution of the
Ukraine crisis. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs People's
Republic of China]

The details of the peace plan remain under discussion,
but the involvement of both China and the Vatican
signals a serious attempt to find a resolution. [South
China Morning Post]

Chinese firm reports USD 900,000 worth of
gold theft in armed attack on Ghana mine

(rl) Beijing Xiaocheng Technology Stock Co, a Chinese
company operating in Ghana, has reported the theft of
USD 900,000 worth of gold following an armed attack
on one of its mining sites. In April, heavily armed
assailants targeted the company's processing area,
stealing gold and assaulting and injuring several
workers, including Chinese expatriates.

It has been revealed that “five to six” suspects had
been arrested and detained at a police station in
Ghana. However, security agencies in the West African
nation were “still searching for the whereabouts of the
gold”. [Graphic]

The incident involved heavily armed assailants who

targeted the mine, making off with the valuable haul.
The company has not disclosed further details about
the attack but is cooperating with local authorities in
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Ghana to investigate the incident and recover the
stolen gold.

This robbery adds on to the ongoing security concerns
in the region, particularly in areas where valuable
resources like gold are extracted. Local law
enforcement agencies are currently working to
apprehend the perpetrators and ensure the safety of
mining operations in the area. [South China Morning
Post]

Fiji leader's visit offers China an
opportunity to rebuild trust after
significant Pacific setback

(rl) Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka's visit last
week to China presented Beijing with an opportunity to
mend relations and rebuild trust in the Pacific region
following what many view as one of its most significant
diplomatic failures.

Rabuka's trip is seen as a chance for China to re-
establish its influence in the Pacific after being
outmaneuvered by Western powers, particularly in its
efforts to solidify partnerships with island nations.
Following the visit, it has been reported that more
practical cooperations projects can be expected.
[Global Times]

The deal signed between China and Fiji, originally
signed in 2011 during a period of military rule in Fiji,
allows for a range of cooperation activities including
the exchange of intelligence, police training, and the
provision of equipment such as surveillance gear and
drones. [The Guardian]

Rabuka, who has shown a willingness to balance Fiji's
relationships between China and traditional Western
allies, could play a pivotal role in determining the
future trajectory of China's involvement in the

Pacific. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs People’s Republic of
China][South China Morning Post]

China’s biodiesel producers seek new
outlets following EU anti-dumping tariffs

(alk) Chinese biodiesel producers are seeking new
markets in Asia and exploring other biofuels as their
exports to the EU dry up due to new anti-dumping
tariffs.
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On August 16, the EU imposed provisional anti-
dumping duties of between 12.8 percent to 36.4
percent on Chinese biodiesel EU, impacting over 40
companies, including major producers like Zhejiang
Jiaao, Henan Junheng, and Longyan Zhuoyue Group.
These exports were valued at USD 2.3 billion last year.

In 2023, China exported a record 1.8 million tons of
biodiesel to the EU, accounting for 90 percent of its
total biodiesel exports. The Netherlands was the
largest importer, receiving 84 percent of these
shipments, followed by Belgium and Spain.

However, exports to the EU have sharply declined
since mid-2023, with volumes in the first half of this
year dropping 51 percent to 567,440 tons.

While many smaller plants may shut down indefinitely,
some larger producers are targeting the marine fuel
market in China and Singapore, the world's top marine
fuel hub, as they seek to offset already falling biodiesel
exports to the EU. They have also been seeking new
biodiesel clients in Australia, Japan, South Korea and
Southeast Asia, where there are local mandates for
alternative fuel.

Prior to the tariff, Chinese biodiesel producers have
enjoyed substantial profits in recent years, making the
most of the EU's green energy policy that grants
subsidies to companies that are using biodiesel as a
sustainable transport fuel such as Repsol, Shell and
Neste.

Meanwhile, China's used cooking oil (UCO) exports
have surged by two-thirds in the first half of 2024,
reaching 1.41 million tons, with analysts predicting a
record high this year. [Reuters]

China emerges as largest buyer of Russia’s
fuel oil

(alk) China and Saudi Arabia have become the largest
buyers of Russia's fuel oil, according to London Stock
Exchange Group (LSEG) data.

In July, Russia's seaborne exports of fuel oil and
vacuum gasoil (VGO) increased by 7 percent from June,
reaching approximately 4.05 million metric tons, as
Russian refineries completed seasonal maintenance.

During the same period, direct shipments of fuel oil
and VGO from Russia to China rose by 18% month-on-
month to 0.7 million tons, which China imports for
refining feedstock.
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This increase follows the EU's full embargo on Russian
oil products, which took effect in February 2023,
shifting Russia's fuel oil and VGO exports mainly to
Asian countries. [Reuters]

TikTok files court appeal disputing US
claims on China ties

(alk) On August 15, TikTok urged a federal appeals
court to overturn a law requiring its China-based
parent company, ByteDance, to sell TikTok's U.S. assets
or face a ban, arguing that the US Department of
Justice has misstated the app's ties to China.

TikTok, which is suing to block the law, claims the
Justice Department made factual errors by stating the
app poses a national security risk, alleging it allows the
Chinese government to collect data on Americans and
manipulate content.

In the court appeal, TikTok contended that its content
recommendation engine and user data are stored in
the US on cloud servers operated by Oracle, with
content moderation decisions for US users made in the
us.

The law, signed by President Biden on April 24,
requires ByteDance to sell TikTok by January 19 or face
a ban, which would prevent app stores like Apple and
Google from offering TikTok and bar internet hosting
services from supporting it.

Driven by concerns among US lawmakers that China
could access data on Americans or spy on them with
the app, Congress overwhelmingly passed the
measure just weeks after it was introduced.

TikTok argues that the law would strip the company of
its free-speech rights, disputing the Justice
Department's claim that the app's content curation
decisions are "the speech of a foreigner" and not
protected by the U.S. Constitution.

The appeals court will hear oral arguments on the legal
challenge on September 16. [Reuters]

Chinese chip tool maker AMEC sues US
defence department over military ties
label
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(alk) Advanced Micro-Fabrication Equipment (AMEC), a
Chinese chip equipment maker, has sued the US
defence department (DOD) to challenge its designation
as a "Chinese Military Company (CMC).”

AMEC claims the label, which placed it on a blacklist
and harmed its business, lacks legal basis. The lawsuit,
filed on August 14 in the US District Court for the
District of Columbia, seeks to remove AMEC from the
blacklist.

In January, the US DOD several added Chinese
companies, including AMEC, to its CMC list, citing
national security concerns and restricting its business
with some American companies.

The DOD had designated AMEC as a Chinese military
company in 2021 but removed it from the list later that
year.

AMEC argues that the DOD'’s decision was based solely
on a 2019 award it received from China's Ministry of
Industry and Information Technology, which it claims is
insufficient evidence.

AMEC, a leading manufacturer of chip-making tools in
China, has seen significant growth, with a 32.1 percent
revenue increase in 2023 due to strong domestic
demand. Its net profit in 2023 surged 52.6 per cent
year on year.

However, AMEC has claimed that the US blacklist has
been detrimental, as many of its key suppliers and
customers are subject to US regulations.

The lawsuit follows other successful appeals by
Chinese companies. In the same week, Hesai
Technology, a Chinese maker of remote sensors used
in smart cars, was removed from the DOD blacklist.
Similarly, Xiaomi, a major Chinese consumer
electronics company, won a lawsuit in 2021 that
overturned its designation as a military-linked
company. [Financial Times] [South China Morning Post]

Fears of Chinese cyber-attacks prompt US
lawmakers to probe WiFi router maker TP-
Link

(alk) Leaders of the US House Select Committee on
China have asked the Commerce Department to
investigate China's TP-Link Technology Co. and its
affiliates due to concerns about national security risks
associated with TP-Link’s widely used WiFi routers,
which may be used in cyberattacks against the US.
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TP-Link, founded in China in 1996 and based in
Shenzhen, is the world's leading seller of WiFi routers
by unit volume, focusing on the consumer market.

The request comes amid wider growing concerns that
Beijing could use Chinese-made routers and other
equipment in cyber-attacks on American governments
and businesses.

The legislators highlighted known vulnerabilities in TP-
Link firmware and instances where its routers were
exploited to target government officials in Europe. Last
year, US security firm Check Point reported that
hackers linked to a Chinese state-sponsored group
used malicious firmware in TP-Link routers to target
European foreign affairs officials.

The US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency also
noted that TP-Link routers had a vulnerability that
could be exploited to execute remote code. However,
TP-Link has denied selling router products in the US
and claims its routers do not have cybersecurity
vulnerabilities.

The Commerce Department stated it would respond
through appropriate channels, while the Chinese
Embassy expressed hope that authorities would base
their actions on solid evidence rather than speculation.

The Commerce Department has broad powers to ban
or restrict transactions between US firms and internet,
telecom and tech companies from "foreign adversary"
nations like China, Russia, Cuba, Iran, North Korea and
Venezuela if their products pose a national security
risk.

Last year, the US, its allies, and Microsoft revealed a
Chinese government-linked hacking campaign, Volt
Typhoon, which used privately-owned routers to
conceal attacks on American critical infrastructure.
However, most of the affected routers in that case
were from Cisco and NetGear, according to the US
Justice Department. [Reuters]

China urges US, UK and Australia to halt
their nuclear submarine cooperation

(alk) On August 14, China’s foreign ministry urged the
US, Britain and Australia to halt their nuclear
submarine cooperation until the international
community reaches a consensus on safeguards and
other related issues.
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Under the AUKUS agreement, Australia, Britain, and
the United States plan to transfer a fleet of eight
nuclear-powered, conventionally armed submarines to
Australia by 2050.

China argued that the programme undermines efforts
to maintain regional peace and security, citing
concerns of an arms race and international nuclear
proliferation. [Global Times] [Reuters]

Chinese Premier Li Qiang to visit Russia
and Belarus

(alk) On August 19, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
announced that Premier Li Qiang will visit Russia and
Belarus from August 20 to 23. He will chair the 29th
regular meeting between the Chinese and Russian
heads of government and meet with Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin.

During his visit to Russia, Premier Li and Prime
Minister Mishustin will hold in-depth discussions on
bilateral relations, practical cooperation, and other
matters of mutual interest.

In Belarus, Premier Li will engage in talks with his
Belarusian counterpart, focusing on China-Belarus
relations and cooperation across various sectors.
[CGTN]

These visits are part of China’s broader efforts to
strengthen ties with Russia and Belarus amidst rising
concerns about NATO.

In July, China conducted a joint military exercise with
Belarus ahead of a NATO summit, which China claimed
was intended to build mutual trust. Experts suggest
that the exercise also served as a signal of China's
discontent with NATO and its readiness to mobilize if
necessary. [The Diplomat]

China, US agree to cooperate on financial
stability

(alk) The US and China signed agreements on financial
stability during the US-China Financial Working Group
meeting in Shanghai on August 15-16. They also
exchanged contact lists for communication during
financial stress or risk events. These agreements aim
to ensure timely and smooth communication between
financial management departments and reduce
uncertainty during such events, according to readouts.
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This meeting was the first between senior US and
Chinese economic officials since China’s Third Plenum
in July. Discussions covered capital markets, cross-
border payments, and monetary policy.

Last week, US and Chinese financial institutions also
held their first roundtable under the working group,
discussing potential cooperation and the role of
finance in sustained growth.

The economic and financial working groups, launched
by US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and Chinese Vice
Premier He Lifeng in September 2023, facilitate regular
meetings between Treasury officials and the Ministry
of Finance and People’s Bank of China. [Bloomberg]
[CNBC]

China, Russia vow to promote peace and
security amid Ukraine incursion

(alk) During an August 16 meeting in Beijing between
Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu and his
Russian counterpart Sergey Ryabkov, Russia vowed to
promote "global peace and security." This comes as
Ukraine continues its offensive against Russia,
including a recent incursion into Russia's Kursk Oblast
on August 6.

In response to the escalating conflict, China has shown
increased interest in intervening in the Ukraine war,
especially by engaging more with Kyiv. Recently, China
has held meetings with representatives from Ukraine
(see AIR No. 31, July/2024, 5) and the Vatican (see
article in this edition) to discuss a peaceful resolution
and provide humanitarian aid.

China is also focused on strengthening its ties with
Russia. In early July, President Xi Jinping met with
Russian President Vladimir Putin during the SCO
summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, where Xi called for
stronger China-Russia relations (see AiR No. 28,
July/2024, 2). Meanwhile, Chinese Vice-Premier He
Lifeng is visiting Moscow this week from August 19 to
20 for talks with his Russian counterpart Dmitry
Chernyshenko.

However, China's commitment to resolving the conflict
with Western nations has been questioned after it
chose not to attend a peace conference in Switzerland
in June, where both Russia and Ukraine were present.
[South China Morning Post]
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China, Thailand conduct joint military drill

(alk) The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) has
deployed its main combat aircraft to Thailand for the
joint exercise Falcon Strike 2024, held from August 18
to 29.

The PLA Air Force has sent various military aircraft
including the Y-20 large transport aircraft, the J-10C
fighter jet, the J-10S fighter jet, the JH-7A fighter
bomber and helicopters. Chinese special operations
forces are also expected to participate.

Falcon Strike 2024 is the seventh joint training exercise
between the Chinese and Thai air forces, aimed at
enhancing tactical skills and strengthening military
cooperation. [Global Times]

Thailand, historically the US's oldest ally in the region,
saw its ties with Washington strained after a 2014
military coup that overthrew the democratically
elected government. This led to reduced US military
cooperation as Washington swiftly condemned the
takeover and reduced its military cooperation with
Bangkok, suspending USD 3.5 million in military aid
and downscaling joint exercises.

The decline in Thailand-US defence relations has
allowed China to strengthen its military ties with
Thailand, resulting in increased arms deals and
expanded joint exercises.

Since 2014, Thailand’s arms purchase from China have
increased and included several big-ticket items such as
submarines, anti-ship missiles, air defence systems
and armoured vehicles. China and Thailand have also
broadened the scale and scope of their joint military
exercises, growing from just one drill in 2017 to three
last year covering air, land and sea operations,
although these are less complex than Thailand's joint
exercises with the US.

China's broader strategy includes boosting defence
ties across Southeast Asia, as seen in recent “2+2" talks
with Indonesia including an agreement to hold joint
military training (see article in this edition), and joint
exercises with Cambodia and Laos this year. [South
China Morning Post]

Beijing claims it uncovered and destroyed
Taiwan intelligence networks

(alk) The Ministry of State Security, China's top spy
agency, has reported uncovering over 1,000 cases of
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Taiwanese espionage during recent crackdowns and
vowed to continue pressuring Taiwan's pro-
independence forces.

The ministry noted these cases involved espionage and
the theft of state secrets. It also emphasized that it has
dismantled a large number of Taiwanese spy networks
in mainland China and severely punished those
involved in intelligence theft, infiltration, and sabotage
to safeguard national security.

It made specific mention of the arrest of Taiwanese
political activist Yang Chih-yuan in August 2022 for
alleged separatist activities. Beijing described his arrest
as a significant step in holding pro-independence
figures accountable, which they claim has strongly
deterred Taiwan's separatist forces.

Yang's case marks the first time a Taiwanese individual
will face secession charges in a mainland Chinese
court, amid rising geopolitical tensions over Taiwan.

The ministry pledged to “resolutely” combat Taiwan-
related separatism and espionage, targeting Taiwan's
ruling Democratic Progressive Party and opposing
external interference. [South China Morning Post]

China's Al-Based EW system capable of
detecting US military radars in the Pacific

(rl) China has reportedly advanced its electronic
warfare (EW) capabilities with the development of an
Al-based system that can detect radar signals from US
military installations across the Pacific, including areas
near Alaska. This technological leap highlights China's
growing prowess in electronic intelligence, which has
traditionally been a weak point for the country.

Chinese scientists, as reported by the South China
Morning Post, revealed that the Al-driven system could
detect and analyze complex electromagnetic signals
from US military radars in the South China Sea, Guam,
the Marshall Islands, and the Aleutian Islands. The
system is believed to be part of China's broader
strategy to close the EW capability gap and shift the
balance of power in the region.

This development is significant as it marks the first
time the People's Liberation Army (PLA) has publicly
demonstrated its ability to gather EW intelligence
globally based on specific reconnaissance data. The
system leverages Al to process large volumes of signal
data, enabling China to decode and suppress enemy
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communications more efficiently, even in the face of
jamming.

The PLA's expansion of its operational range from the
South China Sea to areas as far as Alaska and Guam
underscores the increasing reach of China's naval and
air forces. This, combined with its advanced EW
capabilities, poses a growing challenge to US military
operations in the Pacific.

The integration of Al into China's EW systems, along
with the development of new signal-processing chips,
has enabled the PLA to monitor a broader range of
frequencies, including those used by civilian
communications. [The Eurasian Times] [South China
Morning Post]

India, Vietnam hold 4th ‘Maritime Security
Dialogue’ in Hanoi

(sg) The 4th India-Vietnam Maritime Security Dialogue
was held on August 16, Hanoi, Vietnam, where both
the counterparts discussed enhancing maritime
security, cooperation and law enforcement in maritime
jurisdiction.

Senior officials from India and Vietnam reviewed
existing maritime cooperation initiatives and explored
new opportunities for collaboration on international
and regional platforms. Furthermore, both sides
agreed to enhance cooperation in key areas such as
Marine Scientific Research, Ocean Economy,
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR),
Navy and Coast Guard cooperation, and maritime law
enforcement. [ANI] [Financial Express]

US court approves extradition of 2008
Mumbai terror attacks mastermind Rana
to India

(Im) The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit has ruled that Pakistani national Tahawwur
Rana, who is sought by India for his involvement in the
2008 Mumbai terror attacks, is extraditable to India
under the India-US Extradition Treaty. This decision
marks a significant setback for Rana, who had
previously been tried and acquitted in the United
States on related charges.

Rana, a former Pakistani military doctor and
businessman, was convicted in the US for providing
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material support to a foreign terrorist organization and
conspiring to carry out a terrorist attack in Denmark.
However, he was acquitted of charges related to his
involvement in the Mumbai attacks, which killed 166
people. Following his release from prison on
compassionate grounds after serving seven years,
India requested his extradition to face charges
connected to the Mumbai attacks.

Rana challenged his extradition, invoking the Non Bis
in Idem (double jeopardy) clause in the India-US
Extradition Treaty, which prohibits extradition for an
offense for which the individual has already been tried
or acquitted in the requested state (the US, in this
case). Rana argued that he should not be extradited to
India because the offenses charged in India are linked
to the same underlying acts for which he was acquitted
in the US.

The US government, however, argued that the Indian
charges have distinct legal elements from the crimes
Rana faced in the US, meaning the treaty's double
jeopardy clause does not apply. The Ninth Circuit Court
panel agreed with the government’s interpretation,
stating that the term "offense" in the treaty refers to
specific charged crimes rather than underlying acts.

While the court's decision clears the way for Rana’s
extradition to India, he still has the option to appeal
this ruling, and his legal avenues have not yet been
exhausted. If extradited, Rana would face trial in India
for his alleged role in the planning and execution of the
2008 Mumbai attacks. [NDTV]

India, EU to host conference to discuss
current and emerging threats in online
radicalization

(Im) India and the European Union (EU) are set to co-
host a regional conference on August 21-22 in New
Delhi to address current and emerging threats in
online radicalization. The conference will gather
experts, policymakers, law enforcement officials, and
academics from South Asia and Europe to discuss
strategies to counter the exploitation of online spaces
by extremist and terrorist actors. The event, part of
ongoing counterterrorism collaborations between
India and the EU, aims to enhance cooperation in
areas like digital extremism, cybersecurity, and
countering terrorism in the Indo-Pacific region.

The conference is linked to the EU-India
Counterterrorism Dialogue and will explore strategies
to combat terrorism and prevent violent extremism.
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Officials from India’s Ministry of External Affairs,
Ministry of Defence, and the Indian Army will join EU
representatives from various agencies, including
Europol and Frontex. [India Narrative]

6th India-Australia Maritime Dialogue &
14th Counter-Terrorism Meeting held

(Im) India and Australia strengthened their maritime
cooperation during the 6th India-Australia Maritime
Security Dialogue held in Canberra on August 13. The
discussions focused on ensuring a secure maritime
environment in the Indo-Pacific region, in alignment
with their 2020 Shared Vision for Maritime
Cooperation. Senior officials from both countries
discussed maritime domain awareness, Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) coordination,
regional and multilateral engagements, and
sustainable use of marine resources, including Search
and Rescue (SAR) and pollution response efforts.

They also explored further collaboration under the
Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative (IPOI), which India
launched in 2019, emphasizing marine ecology,
reducing marine pollution, and addressing climate
change. Both countries committed to enhancing navy-
to-navy cooperation and fostering civil maritime
cooperation. [India News Network]

Separately, India and Australia condemned terrorism
in all forms during the 14th meeting of the India-
Australia Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism
held in Delhi on August 12. The two countries
discussed counter-terrorism challenges, including the
use of new technologies by terrorists, internet misuse
for terrorism, radicalization, terror financing, and the
link between organized crime and terrorism. They
emphasized the need for enhanced international
cooperation to combat terrorism comprehensively and
condemned the use of terrorist proxies for cross-
border terrorism. Both sides also discussed their
cooperation in multilateral fora such as the UN, FATF,
and the QUAD to address global terrorism. [Business
Standard]

India’s foreign minister visits Kuwait

(Im) India and Kuwait are strengthening their "historic
and deep" bilateral ties, as emphasized during the visit
of India’s Minister of External Affairs, S Jaishankar, to
Kuwait. The visit aimed to enhance cooperation in key
areas such as trade, investment, and food security.
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Discussions were held between Jaishankar and
Kuwait's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Abdullah Al-Yahya,
where both sides shared views on mutual interests,
including the reform of the United Nations Security
Council.

One of the significant highlights of the talks was the
emphasis on economic relations. Kuwait hosts over a
million Indian workers, who send nearly USD 1 billion
in remittances annually back to India. The ministers
also noted the growing Kuwaiti investments in India,
which have increased in recent years. Bilateral trade
between the two nations fluctuates between USD 10 to
15 billion, with plans to develop a free trade
agreement to further boost cooperation across
multiple sectors.

Minister Jaishankar reiterated the importance of the
Gulf region, which supplies around 30 percent of
India’s oil needs and is home to a quarter of India’s
global diaspora. [madhyamam]

Indonesia, Australia conclude talks on
defense cooperation agreement

(dql) Australia and Indonesia have finalized a new
defense pact, marking a significant step in their
bilateral relationship. The agreement, which has been
negotiated since February 2023, is expected to include
joint military exercises, deployments, and enhanced
maritime cooperation in the South China Sea. This
comes as Prabowo Subianto prepares to assume the
presidency of Indonesia in October.

Prabowo, currently Indonesia’s defense minister, is on
an official visit to Australia this week, where he
described the deal as a "very good outcome"
benefitting both nations. He also expressed a desire
for broader cooperation with Australia in areas such as
the economy, food security, agriculture, and combating
international drug trafficking.

Australia's Minister for Defence, Richard Marles,
highlighted the pact's significance, stating that it would
increase interoperability between the two countries'
defense forces and deepen their cooperation in
maintaining a rules-based global order.

The defense agreement, set to be signed during
Marles' upcoming visit to Jakarta, is regarded as one of
the most comprehensive in the history of Australia-
Indonesia relations. [Al Jazeera]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-tuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-tut/

Russia ready for nuclear power deal with
Indonesia, awaits specifics

(si) In a press conference on August 20, Russian
Ambassador to Indonesia, Sergei Tolchenov, discussed
the potential for a nuclear power generation
partnership between Russia and Indonesia. Tolchenov
noted that while both countries have been in talks for
years about nuclear cooperation, further details from
Jakarta are needed to move forward.

Indonesia has shown interest in Russian small modular
reactor technology and floating nuclear plants, but
specific plans have yet to be clarified. The recent
proposal from President-elect Prabowo Subianto to
Russian President Vladimir Putin highlighted this
interest, with discussions involving Russia’s state
nuclear firm, Rosatom. However, Moscow is waiting for
Indonesia to outline its precise goals before
proceeding.

Tolchenov emphasized that Russia is ready to
collaborate but needs more concrete direction from
Indonesia regarding their desired scope of
cooperation. This follows earlier meetings between
Indonesian officials and Rosatom, where nuclear
energy was identified as a potential solution for
sustainable electricity production in Indonesia.
Currently, Indonesia operates three nuclear reactors,
but they are limited to research purposes.
[akartaGlobe]

Alms organization and Indonesian
tourism ministry raise funds for Palestine
solidarity

(si) The Indonesian National Alms Agency (Baznas) and
the Indonesian Ministry of Tourism and Creative
Economy successfully raised IDR 767 million
(approximately USD 49,000) during the Palestine
Solidarity Night held on August 13. The event aimed to
provide a platform for collective support for
Palestinians suffering due to the ongoing Israeli
invasion. In addition to donations, the event featured
an auction to increase the total funds raised.

Minister Sandiaga Salahuddin Uno, who attended the
event, invited 250 guests and colleagues from
Malaysia, Singapore, and Palestine to participate. The
event was not only a fundraising initiative but also a
means to raise awareness about the plight of the
Palestinian people and the urgent need for global
solidarity. [Antara]
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Iran optimistic about new trade deal with
Indonesia

(si) On August 13, Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Hassan Sheikholeslami, expressed strong
optimism about the Indonesia-lran Preferential Trade
Agreement (II-PTA) during a press briefing at the
ambassador’s residence. The agreement, initially
signed in May 2023 and recently ratified by both
nations, seeks to reduce tariffs on 239 product
categories, spanning sectors such as minerals,
agriculture, and fisheries. This deal is expected to
facilitate economic recovery following the COVID-19
pandemic and enhance trade relations, with Indonesia
projecting exports to Iran to reach USD 494 million by
2030.

Sheikholeslami highlighted that the agreement, now
law in both countries, could significantly boost
Indonesia's trade surplus with Iran. In 2023, Indonesia
already maintained a trade surplus of USD 183.4
million. He also pointed to Iran's promising economic
opportunities despite U.S. sanctions, urging other
nations to consider trade and investment partnerships.

The II-PTA is anticipated to be implemented in early
2025, further strengthening economic ties between the
two countries. [Tempo]

Indonesia to prioritizes food, health,
energy in Africa cooperation at upcoming
forum

(si) On August 15, the Indonesian Government
announced that it will prioritize food security, health,
and energy in its development cooperation with
African nations during the upcoming 2nd Indonesia-
Africa Forum (IAF) in Bali from September 1-3.

According to Siti Nugraha Mauludiah, Director General
of Public Information and Diplomacy at the Foreign
Affairs Ministry, Indonesia has already extended
development grants to 23 out of 54 African countries.
These grants have supported capacity-building,
infrastructure development, and humanitarian aid.
Moving forward, Indonesia plans to enhance this
cooperation through both bilateral and triangular
partnerships, focusing on critical sectors like food
security, transportation, and energy.
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In 2024, Indonesia has allocated seven grants for
African countries, with 12 more proposed for 2025,
targeting transportation, disaster management, and
food and energy security. The government is also
working on a grand design for Indonesia-Africa
development cooperation, which will guide efforts over
the next five years. This plan aligns with the broader
objectives of Africa's Agenda 2063, emphasizing
sustainable development and mutual growth in priority
sectors. [Tempo]

Indonesian PLN, Saudi firm to build 60MW
floating solar plant

(si) On August 20, state-owned PT PLN Indonesia
Power announced its collaboration with a Saudi
Arabian company to build a 60-megawatt floating solar
power plant on the Saguling Reservoir in West Java.
The project, managed by a joint venture named PT
Indo ACWA Tenaga Saguling, marks a significant step in
Indonesia's renewable energy efforts.

PLN President Director Edwin Nugraha Putra
highlighted that the project supports the country's
energy transition and aims to contribute to the
government's net-zero emissions goal by 2060.
Construction is expected to start soon, with the plant
slated to begin operations by June 2026.

This initiative is part of PLN Indonesia Power's broader
strategy to combat climate change and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. The collaboration is also
seen as a way to foster investment and strengthen ties
between Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. Salman M Baray,
ACWA Power’s EVP for South and Southeast Asia,
praised PLN's professional and transparent approach
to the partnership. [Antara]

Japan and India strengthen security
cooperation following 2+2 Ministerial
Meeting

(ga) Japan and India have reaffirmed their commitment
to strengthening bilateral cooperation, particularly in
the areas of security and defense, during a visit by
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa and
Defense Minister Minoru Kihara to New Delhi on
August 19. [Ministry of External Affairs of India]

The commitment was made at the third India-Japan
2+2 Foreign and Defense Ministerial Meeting, during
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which the two countries discussed their shared vision
for peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

During their meeting with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, both nations agreed to deepen ties
and explore new avenues of collaboration.

The discussion highlighted the crucial need for Japan
and India to deepen their cooperation, with a focus on
key areas such as critical minerals, semiconductors,
and defense manufacturing - sectors central to the
strategic interests of both nations. The leaders
reviewed advancements in their bilateral projects,
notably the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
initiative, and engaged in dialogue on a range of
regional and global issues.

The ongoing 2+2 dialogue serves as a platform to
update the 2008 joint declaration on security
cooperation between the two nations. This revision
aims to reflect the evolving strategic landscape and
reinforce Japan and India's commitment to a rules-
based global order.

The dialogue also involved discussions on the
proposed Quad summit, which Prime Minister Modi is
set to host later this year on the margins of the United
Nations General Assembly in New York. As part of their
broader strategic alignment, both countries are
expected to continue their coordination on regional
security issues, including the challenges posed by
China's assertiveness and the ongoing conflicts in
Ukraine and Gaza. [NHK] [Times of India]

Hong Kong maintains seafood import ban
from Japan prefectures despite Minister's
appeal

(ga) Hong Kong has upheld its ban on seafood imports
from ten Japanese prefectures, including Fukushima,
despite appeals from Japan’s Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries, Tetsushi Sakamoto. [South
China Morning Post]

During his visit on August 16 Sakamoto requested the
city's Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration, Cheuk
Wing-hing, to lift the restrictions, arguing that the ban
lacks a scientific basis. [Nippon.com]

The restrictions, imposed about a year ago, were a
response to Japan's release of treated wastewater
from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, which
suffered meltdowns in 2011 due to an earthquake and
tsunami. [Bangkok Post]
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Hong Kong's measures prohibit all aquatic products -
live, chilled, frozen, dried, or preserved - harvested or
processed in Fukushima and nine other affected
prefectures. This also extends to sea salt and seaweed.
The ban is part of broader restrictions that also affect
vegetables, fruit, milk, and other products from the
region. The city's stance contrasts with the
International Atomic Energy Agency's assessment,
which deems the treated wastewater safe and
supports Japan's disposal method.

Sakamoto engaged in discussions with Cheuk Wing-
hing, where he emphasized the scientific safety of the
wastewater and the effectiveness of Japan's filtration
systems. Cheuk responded that the city had ongoing
concerns about the impact of wastewater and did not
agree to lift the import ban. Despite Hong Kong's
restrictions, Japan remains committed to asserting its
position and continuing dialogue.

The import ban has impacted Japanese food exports,
with Hong Kong slipping to second place after the US
in the first half of the year. Nevertheless, the city
remains a significant market for Japanese food
products with JPY 103.2 billion (USD 697 million) worth
of Japanese foodstuffs. In June, Hong Kong once again
became the largest market for Japan. [Nikkei Asia]

Canadian retailer bids for Japan’s 7-Eleven
Ownership

(rl) The Japanese operator of 7-Eleven, Seven & i
Holdings, has received a takeover approach from
Canadian retailer Alimentation Couche-Tard, which
controls the Circle K brand. This move represents the
largest foreign-led takeover attempt in Japan'’s history
and follows over a year of intermittent discussions
between the two companies. [The New York Times]

Shares of Seven & i Holdings surged by 22 percent
following the news, boosting the company's market
valuation to USD 38 billion. In response, Seven &
Holdings announced the formation of a special
committee comprising non-executive board members
to evaluate Couche-Tard's proposal, which aims to
acquire all outstanding shares of the company.

Couche-Tard confirmed the submission of a “friendly,
non-binding proposal” and expressed its intention to
create a mutually beneficial transaction for customers,
employees, franchisees, and shareholders. This
approach is the first to leverage recent changes in
Japan’'s merger and acquisition guidelines, which now
require companies to seriously consider all “bona fide”
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offers, a shift from past practices where management
could dismiss such bids without shareholder
consideration.

Seven & i Holdings has been preparing for potential
takeover bids, engaging banking advisers like Morgan
Stanley to strengthen its defenses. The company has
also been under pressure from activist investor
ValueAct and broader corporate governance reforms
in Japan. Additionally, Seven & i Holdings has been
expanding internationally and shedding less profitable
businesses to enhance its competitiveness.

If successful, this acquisition could face significant
regulatory scrutiny, particularly given the combined
scale of the companies' operations in North America.
Couche-Tard, which has a history of global
acquisitions, has recently acquired convenience stores
across several US states and has previously attempted
major deals like the acquisition of France’s Carrefour.
[Financial Times] [Reuters]

Laos-China partnership on clean energy

(ma) Laos and CGl Energy Technology Co., Ltd. have
launched Phase Il of the Northern Clean Energy
Connection Project, a significant step in their ongoing
collaboration under the “One Belt, One Road” initiative.
This new phase will expand clean energy infrastructure
across three northern provinces Oudomxay,
Phongsaly, and Luang Namtha focusing on integrating
wind, solar, and water storage energy systems.

It follows an initial agreement signed by the two sides
last September to build a renewable energy base in the
north of the country. The first phase construction is a
1000MW solar plant in Oudomxay province and
additional deal adds a second phase of the project that
will include a 580-megawatt (MW) wind and solar plant
in Luang Namtha province and a 420 MW solar plant in
Oudomxay province.

The project aligns with Laos’ goals for sustainable
energy and deepens its strategic partnership with
China in the clean energy sector. [The Laotian Times]
[Reuters]

Malaysia, India upgrade ties

(dqgl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi have agreed to
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elevate their countries’ bilateral relationship to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

The agreement was reached during their summit on
August 20 with the talks focusing on expanding trade,
investment, and cooperation in emerging sectors. The
summit was part of Anwar’s visit to India this week, his
first visit to India as Prime Minister.

Several agreements were signed, including one on
employment and repatriation of workers and another
to enhance collaboration in digital technologies.

Modi highlighted Malaysia’s significance as a partner in
the ASEAN and Indo-Pacific regions, emphasizing the
potential for increased economic cooperation. Both
leaders agreed on the timely review of the India-ASEAN
free trade agreement and on linking India’s UPI
payment system with Malaysia's PayNet.

The two leaders also discussed potential defense
sector collaborations and a shared commitment to
combat terrorism and extremism. Regarding the South
China Sea, Modi reiterated India's support for freedom
of navigation and peaceful dispute resolution under
international law. Anwar, for his part, acknowledged
that all issues, including sensitive ones, were discussed
in the spirit of genuine friendship. [The Hindu]

Malay-Indian relations soured in 2019 following
remarks by then Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
against India stripping the autonomy of Kashmir, its
only Muslim-majority region. The frictions strained
India's purchases of Malaysian palm oil. India is
Malaysia's largest importer of the commodity. [Nikkei
Asia]

Turkish defense minister visits Malaysia

(dgl) On August 20 Malaysian Defense Minister Dato
Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin met with his visiting
Turkish counterpart Yasar Guler to discuss ways to
deepen defense cooperation. Their discussion focused
on interoperability and readiness of the countries
armed forces in all domains, including land, sea, and
air as well as Al and intelligence sharing. The two
ministers also discussed training for Malaysia's armed
forces in Turkish military assets and equipment.
[Bernama 1]

The meeting came after Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
received a courtesy call from Guler who was
accompanied by ibrahim Kalin, head of Turkish
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intelligence. Their talks covered bilateral cooperation
and the war in Gaza. [Bernama 2]

Malaysia, Brunei commit to deepening
bilateral relations

(dqgl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim praised
the close bilateral relations between Malaysia and
Brunei, stating that they are at their highest level
during a meeting with visiting Bruneian Crown Prince,
Al-Muhtadee Billah, to Malaysia on August 18.

During their talks, Anwar and the Crown Prince
discussed enhancing collaboration in areas such as
defense, industry, technology, Islam, culture, and the
Malay language. Anwar also noted that he had
previously held discussions with Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah of Brunei on the progress of bilateral
cooperation.

In 2023, Brunei was Malaysia's sixth-largest trading
partner among ASEAN countries, with a trade volume
of USD 2.04 billion. [The Sun]

Thailand-Maldives business forum kicks
off

(sa) The "Thailand-Maldives Business Matching" forum,
featuring 25 Thai exporters, kicked off in the Maldives
on August 18. The forum, organized by Thailand's
Department of International Trade Promotion (DITP)
and the Thai Ministry of Commerce, aims to strengthen
business ties and explore new opportunities between
the two countries. Thai exporters from sectors such as
food and beverage, furniture, cosmetics, and clothing
are participating. [the edition]

Maldives, Turkey sign MoU to enhance
water and sewerage systems

(sa) The Maldivian government has signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Turkey to
advance the water and sewerage infrastructure in
Maldives. The agreement, signed by Environment
Minister Thoriq Ibrahim and Turkey's Deputy Director
General of Istanbul's Water and Sewerage
Administration, aims to facilitate technical cooperation
and development in these sectors. [the edition]
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Mongolia expands access to Chinese
seaports through Liaoning Province

(to) On August 13, Mongolia opened new trade routes
to Chinese seaports through Liaoning Province,
following a Business Forum for Trade, Economy, and
Investment held at the Kempinski Hotel in
Ulaanbaatar. The event, organized by the Mongolia-
China Friendship Association and supported by the
Chinese Embassy, brought together over 100
representatives from both regions, including Liaoning's
Vice Governor Jin Guowei and city officials from
Shenyang, Anshan, and Jinzhou.

The forum marked a significant step in diversifying
Mongolia's access to international trade, previously
limited to the Tianjin seaport, by establishing
connections to multiple land and seaports in Liaoning
Province. Key Chinese companies, such as SANY and
TBEA, along with Mongolian logistics and trade
companies, participated in the event, signing
cooperation agreements and exploring new business
opportunities. [Mongolian News Agency]

Slovenian President to visit Mongolia

(to) On August 14, the Office of the President of
Mongolia announced that Slovenian President Natasa
Pirc Musar will pay a state visit to Mongolia on August
20-21 at the invitation of Mongolian President
Khurelsukh Ukhnaa.

This visit, marking the first by a Slovenian Head of
State to Mongolia, will focus on expanding cooperation
in areas such as transport, tourism, and forestry. The
two presidents will hold official talks and sign a Joint
Declaration to deepen bilateral relations, as well as
discuss global issues like climate change,
desertification, and gender equality.

Additionally, President Pirc Musar will be an honorary
guest at the World Women'’s Forum in Ulaanbaatar on
August 22-23, 2024, which aims to address gender
equality and other global challenges. [Mongolian News
Agency]

Mongolia and Japan reaffirm strong
relations in phone conversation between
prime ministers
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(to) On August 13, Mongolian Prime Minister Oyun-
Erdene Luvsannamsrai and Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida held a phone conversation. During the
call, Prime Minister Kishida explained the cancellation
of his planned visit to Mongolia, originally scheduled
for August 11-12, due to disaster response efforts
following an earthquake in Miyazaki Prefecture, Japan.

Both leaders emphasized their commitment to
deepening the "Special Strategic Partnership" between
Mongolia and Japan, focusing on political trust,
economic cooperation, and cultural exchanges. The
conversation also highlighted the 50th anniversary of
cultural relations between the two countries, with
plans to involve more youth in fostering bilateral ties.
[Mongolian News Agency]

Russian Armed Forces arrive in Mongolia
for Selenga-2024 military exercises

On August 18, Russian armed forces have arrived in
Mongolia to participate in the joint anti-terror
exercises, Selenga-2024, which will run until August 26.
The Selenga exercises, held annually since 2008, are a
key component of the military cooperation between
Russia and Mongolia, focusing on joint anti-terror
operations.

The Russian troops were welcomed with a traditional
ceremony at Bayantumen railway station before
proceeding to the Choibalsan training ground, where
the active phase of the drills will take place. Both
locations are located near the city of Choibalsan in
Dornod Province, eastern Mongolia.

These exercises are named after the Selenga River,
which flows from Mongolia into Russia, symbolizing the
close relations between the two nations. [Anadolu
Agency]

Chinese foreign minister’s visit Myanmar

(sc) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Myanmar
on August 14, as Beijing intensifies its efforts to press
the military regime for peace restoration, following
recent defeats of Myanmar's forces, especially in areas
close to the China-Myanmar border in Shan State.

During his visit, Wang Yi met multiple leaders including
Min Aung Hlaing, and, Than Shwe, amid widespread
speculations of internal dissent within Myanmar’s
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ruling council and possible attempts to displace Min
Aung Hlaing.

Wang discussed strengthening bilateral relations and
the peace process with Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, Chairman of Myanmar's State Administration
Council (SAC). As a friendly neighbor, China opposes
chaos or conflict in Myanmar, opposes external forces
interfering in Myanmar's internal affairs, and opposes
any remarks that attempt to sow discord in China-
Myanmar relations or smear and vilify China, Wang
noted.

Emphasizing the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, Min Aung Hlaing expressed Myanmar's
commitment to the one-China policy and its desire to
deepen cooperation with China. Both leaders
discussed combating cross-border crimes and
ensuring the success of major collaborative projects
like the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor and the oil
and gas pipeline project, aimed at fostering economic
development and political reconciliation. [Xinhua]

During a meeting with Than Shwe, former chairman of
Myanmar's State Peace and Development Council,
Wang emphasized China's support for Myanmar's
domestic political reconciliation. He expressed China's
firm opposition to external interference in Myanmar's
affairs and reiterated support for the country's efforts
to achieve political reconciliation, hold elections, and
restart the democratic transition, all within its
constitutional framework.

Than Shwe, for his part, recognized China as a long-
standing fraternal friend and neighbor, expressing
gratitude for China’s consistent support and hoping for
continued assistance to guard against external
interference and maintain domestic stability. [Xinhua]

Further, Wang Yi met with Myanmar’s Deputy Prime
Minister U Than Swe to discuss enhancing security
cooperation and economic ties, including agriculture
and tourism, to improve the livelihoods of the
Myanmar people. The discussions affirmed both
countries' dedication to uphold the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence and bolster the China-Myanmar
community with a shared future. They also prepared
for the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations,
intending to strengthen cultural exchanges and public
support for their ongoing cooperation. [CGTN]

The most recent high-level Chinese visit to the isolated
junta before this was by former Foreign Minister Qin
Gang, who engaged in discussions with Min Aung
Hlaing in May 2023. Prior to Wang's arrival, Deng Xijun,
his special envoy for Asian affairs, had already held
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discussions with Myanmar's regime leader Min Aung
Hlaing in Naypyitaw. This diplomatic push follows
significant territorial losses by the regime, including
the fall of Lashio, the northern de facto capital, to the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance (MNDAA).

Following his Myanmar visit, Wang Yi traveled to
Chiang Mai, Thailand to co-chair the 9th Mekong-
Lancang Cooperation Foreign Ministers' Meeting,
focusing on regional issues like drug trafficking and
cybercrime. This series of meetings underscores
China's proactive diplomatic engagements in
Southeast Asia, aiming to stabilize its periphery and
safeguard interests amidst Myanmar's ongoing
turmoil.

Experts claim that China's aid on
Myanmar peace process cannot be a long-
term fix

(tl) A regional expert has viewed that China's influence
in the Myanmar peace process will not solve the
conflict in the long term. The expert believes that other
country groups should participate more than China in
the long run to resolve the conflict.

Dulyapak Preecharush, a Thai professor from
Thammast University and author of a book about
Myanmar's federal politics, suggests that federal
democratic states like Malaysia in Southeast Asia and
other can set an example in conflict resolution. China,
on the other hand, is a one-party state under a
communist regime, which is completely opposed to
federal democracy.

Meanwhile, a veteran Myanmar political analyst,
Thaung Aye, believes that China can provide good
experiences for Myanmar's opposition political forces,
particularly the UWSA (‘Wa' State Unity Army) under
the influence of the Northern Shan State and the
Northern Brotherhood Alliance. Some northern
regions of Shan State, which have strategic
connections with China, and ethnic armed
organizations may be suitable for a one-state, two-
system model.

local veteran China-Myanmar expert Dr. Hla Kyaw Zao,
stated that the northern armed ethnic groups,
including the UWSA 'W' force, have the right to create
their own destiny but does not want a Chinese-style
unified system. He also noted that China's influence on
border armed groups is becoming limited, and it is
more political than China to stop again.



Another political analyst claimed that China has not
entirely disregarded the present coup army. He
brought up the fact that two senior Chinese diplomats
had just arrived in Nay Pyi Taw in the previous weeks
and that the border ethnic groups are partially
impacted by China's silence on the problem. According
to Dr. Hla Kyaw Zao, China and the Military Council are
still in negotiations, and neither Wan Yi nor Russia will
be deciding Burma's fate.

Ethnic armed groups have acquired territories, but
their own regions Nay Pyi Taw's administration does
not establish a complete union system. Analysts argue
that the people of Burma, including ethnic groupings,
want systemic change over military reform. [VOA
Burmese 1][VOA Burmese 2]

Myanmar residents living along Chinese
border are struggling over kyat's drop in
value

(tl) The Myanmar kyat and Chinese yuan have
experienced a widening gap, causing difficulties for
Myanmar war refugees along the China-Myanmar
border in Kachin State. Since the military coup in 2021,
the value of 100,000 Myanmar kyat has more than
doubled, making it only equal to about 120 Chinese
yuan. This has affected Myanmar border cities like
Laiza and Maijayan, where war refugees and 60,000
residents live.

In Kachin State, the Chinese yuan is mainly used in the
ethnic resistance group-controlled areas of Maijayan
and Laiza, the military council-controlled area of Segel
and Panwa Township. In an effort to curb inflation, the
Military Council's Central Bank declared that it would
raise bank interest rates beginning on September 11.

The Chinese side is mainly dependent on basic food
products, making them more affected. Locals at the
Myanmar-China border in Laiza, residents and war
refugees, are experiencing increased rents and prices.
War victims are more affected by the devaluation of
the kyat, as everything from clothes to food is taken
from China.

Refugees are also facing increased difficulties due to
the drop in aid and support for them. Workers are still
under pressure due to rising commodity prices, and
the military regime leader plans to revive the old
cooperative economic system. Restaurant owners in
Laiza and Maijayang are experiencing difficulties due to
the difference in currency value, and students from
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around the world are struggling to exchange Kyat for
Chinese Yuan. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar western region faces food and
gasoline shortages due to closed borders
with India

(tl) Residents in western Myanmar who depend on
trade with India are facing food shortages, due to the
closure of some border crossings with India during an
intensified civil war near India-Myanmar. The closures
have led to dwindling supplies of rice, cooking oil, salt,
fuel, and medicine in Chin state, western Sagaing
region, and northern Rakhine state in Myanmar.

The Indian Embassy in Yangon stated that the Indian
government allows passage at recognized border
crossing sites, despite the Indian authorities citing the
necessity to stop the flow of illegal commodities from
Myanmar. Thousands of civilians from Chin state and
Sagaing region have fled across the Indian border and
into neighboring Mizoram and Manipur states to
escape fighting between junta troops and rebel forces
following the Myanmar military's February 2021 coup
d'état. But those who have remained find it difficult to
import commodities from India because of sporadic
border closures brought on by violence in their
communities, and communication outages have
isolated them from important Myanmar cities.

India permits legal international trade with Myanmar
through the two crossings at Tamu-Moreh in Sagaing
region and Rikhawdar-Zokhawthar in Chin state. On
the Indian side, the Moreh-Tamu border gate has been
locked since the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020.
Basic food supplies are in short supply as a result of
the recent closure of other crossings, which is seriously
impacting the lives of those who live near the border.

A prolonged border crossing closure would negatively
impact both sides and could lead to tensions between
residents of Mizoram and their state government.
several internal commerce routes connecting towns in
India and western Myanmar have been cut off due to
fighting between junta soldiers and resistance forces in
Chin state’s Paletwa and in Rakhine state, controlled by
the Arakan Army. [Radio Free Asia 1][Radio Free Asia 2]

Myanmar's exile government leader
meets with US official to discuss foreign
aid


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-iyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-iyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-ijl/

(tl) Myanmar National Unity Government (NUG) Acting
President Duwal Shila and U.S. State Department
official Tom Sullivan met online on August 15 to
discuss aid in areas controlled by NUG and ethnic
armed organizations in Myanmar.

Officials from the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and ethnic armed
forces also participated in the meeting. The main
discussions focused on how to continue to pressure
the junta regime and provide effective support. The US
government affirmed to help Burma in situations not
just humanitarian but also in non-lethal assistance.
They also discussed the issue of direct assistance from
the US government in the provision of public services
and local governance in areas controlled by
revolutionary forces.

The NUG and ethnic armed forces control 75 cities
across the country, including the Northeast Regional
Military Command of Shan State. The US government
has not released anything about this meeting.
Prominent Myanmar ethnic armed organizations like
Karen National Union (KNU), The Karenni National
Progressive Party (KNPP), and the Kachin Liberation
Organization (KIO), the Chin National Front (CNF) met
with US foreign affairs adviser Derrick Chulat in March
to discuss increasing foreign aid to establish a secure
and prosperous future for the people of Myanmar.
[Radio Free Asia][DuwalashilLa]

Chinese drones to fly trash out of Mount
Everest slopes

(Im) Nepal will deploy Chinese drones to manage waste
on Mount Everest and nearby Ama Dablam starting
this autumn. The drones will transport garbage from
Everest's Camp | and Camp Il to the base camp,
reducing the dangerous work traditionally done by
Sherpas, particularly in the perilous Khumbu Icefall.
The initiative is expected to reduce risks for Sherpas
and improve waste management on Everest, where
climate change is revealing more garbage and bodies.

The DJI FlyCart 30 drones, tested in April,
demonstrated their capability by lifting up to 234 kg
per hour, a task typically performed by 14 porters in
six hours. [The Kathmandu Post]

India-Nepal hold back-to-back high-level
engagement
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(Im) India and Nepal have recently engaged in a series
of high-level meetings aimed at strengthening bilateral
ties. On August 18, 2024, shortly after Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri's visit to Nepal, Nepal's Foreign
Minister Arzu Rana arrived in India for her first official
trip since assuming office. During her visit, which runs
until August 21, Rana met with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Himalayan Times]

India raises imports of Nepal’s energy to nearly 1,000 MW

In a significant development, India has approved an
additional 251 MW of electricity exports from Nepal,
bringing the total to 941 MW. This new arrangement
involves power from 12 additional hydropower
projects and marks the first medium-term sales
agreement with Bihar. Since Nepal began exporting
power to India in October 2021 with 39 MW, the
volume has grown more than 24 times in less than
three years.

A long-term agreement aims to facilitate the export of
up to 10,000 MW from Nepal to India over the next
decade, with approximately 1,000 MW already
achieved this year. Nepal is on track to become a
leading hydropower exporter in South Asia. Additional
agreements, including one for 40 MW to Bangladesh,
are in the pipeline but have been postponed due to
recent political developments in Bangladesh. [The
Hindu] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

British envoy calls on Nepal’s Prime
Minister Oli

(Im) On August 13, British Ambassador to Nepal Rob
Fenn paid a courtesy visit to Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli. Their meeting focused on strengthening the long-
standing relations between Nepal and the United
Kingdom. Prime Minister Oli emphasized the
government's commitment to bolstering federalism,
democracy, youth participation in development and
policymaking, and advancing Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Ambassador Fenn expressed satisfaction
that transitional justice issues in Nepal were nearing
resolution through political consensus. He also
reaffirmed the UK's continued support for Nepal's
development and governance efforts, as well as its
assistance in facilitating exports of Nepali goods to the
UK. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal seeks Quatar’s help top free Nepali
captive from Hamas

(Im) Nepal's Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak has asked
Qatar for help in securing the release of Bipin Joshi,
who is believed to be held captive by Hamas since their
attack on Israel on October 7, 2023. During a meeting
with Qatari Ambassador Misal bin Mohammed Al
Ansari, Lekhak requested Qatar's assistance in
facilitating Joshi's release. The ambassador assured
that Qatar is actively working on the matter.

Additionally, Lekhak called for enhanced insurance
coverage for Nepali workers in Qatar, relief for injured
or deceased workers, and leniency for Nepali citizens
imprisoned in Qatar. [The Kathmandu Post]

North Korean trade officials in China set
to improve tech trade

(jb) North Korea reports that nearly 200 trade officials
have been sent to China to coordinate large amounts
of electronic imports. The officials, members of large-
scale North Korean trading companies, have been
instructed by the government to broaden trading
horizons and to focus on electronic imports in efforts
to improve the technological scene and develop the
domestic industry in North Korea.

These trading activities currently occur against the
backdrop of heavy international sanctions imposed on
North Korea. To pay for the imports, North Korea is set
on generating foreign exchange through mineral
exports which have been banned under U.N. Security
Council Resolution No. 2371. Despite sanctions, North
Korea is on the road to rebuild its economy post the
coronavirus pandemic, which would involve
maintaining a robust trading relationship with China to
increase imports. [Daily NK] [KIEP]

North Korea is also actively working towards
expanding trade channels beyond Southeast Asia,
mainly Thailand and Vietnam, into the Middle East and
South America to create economic stability and boost
imports. The import of technology and machinery
would support the building of factories which are in
the works as part of the “20x10 regional development
policy” announced by North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
in late June.

As Chinese authorities restricted trade of items to
North Korea from Liaoning province, North Korea
shifted its focus to Jilin province to create new trade
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routes. However, the newly dispatched trade officials
continue to work in Liaoning province due to the
consulate's presence in Dandong. China maintains its
distance from North Korea in all official channels owing
to the perception of a solidified Moscow-Beijing-
Pyongyang alliance, which would disrupt cooperation
between Chinese authorities and Western states.

[Daily NK] [Reuters].

North Korea, Russia reaffirm ties

(jb) On the occasion of North Korea's Independence
Day on August 15, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
and Russian President Vladimir Putin have promised to
forge greater ties between both nations. In the spirit of
cooperation and support, Putin harkened back to
Soviet support for Korea against Japanese troops to
highlight their protracted alliance. As the war in
Ukraine persists, Kim termed it a “sacred war”,
mentioning that Russia was on its way to sure victory.
Kim further thanked Putin for his “invincible
comradeship” and cited their relationship to be a
“comprehensive strategic partnership”. [Radio Free
Asia]

These remarks come after Kim and Putin signed in
June a mutual defense pact which strengthened ties in
response to continued US support for Ukraine in their
war efforts. The pact involved greater military and
technical cooperation, making Russia North Korea's
first ally to promise active military coordination (see
AR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

The US National Security Council has accused North
Korea of supplying weapons to Russia and revealed
photographs of 300 containers of weapons set to be
used in the war in Ukraine. While Russia denied the
allegations, American intelligence tracked several
weapons deliveries enroute to Russia in September
2023. NSC spokesman John Kirby emphasised that
purchase of weapons from North Korea would stand in
violation of several UN Security Council resolutions.
Military leaders such as retired US Army General Mark
Milley, however, question the efficacy of North Korean
weapons in turning the tide for Russian war efforts.
[BBC]

Russia’s shift towards North Korea after years of
supporting UN sanctions against the nation renews
North Korea's strategic position as a foil for American
alliances which remain strong in Northeast Asia. The
UK has also joined the US in condemning potential
weapons deals between the two nations. [Reuters]
[BBC]
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The Russian Embassy in Pyongyang, meanwhile,
hosted a reception on North Korea's Independence
Day. It was attended by top-ranking North Korean
officials, with several Russian officials in tow.
[Pyongyang Times]

High-ranking North Korean official visits
arms expo in Russia

(dqgl) Kim Jong Sik, a key figure in North Korea's ballistic
missile program, was reportedly spotted at a Russian
arms exhibition, according to video footage released
by Russia's defense ministry. Kim, the first vice
department director of North Korea's ruling Workers'
Party, was seen in military uniform attending the
event.

Kim Jong Sik, who accompanied North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un during the December 2023 launch of the
Hwasong-18 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), is
banned from visiting UN member nations under a UN
Security Council resolution. Despite this, Russia
appears to have granted him entry, possibly in
violation of the ban.

This development occurs amid increasing military
cooperation between North Korea and Russia,
highlighted by a recent treaty signed in June for mutual
military assistance (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

South Korea's Yonhap News Agency suggests that Kim
may be engaging in discussions with Russian officials
regarding ICBM and arms development, raising
concerns about the deepening military ties between
Pyongyang and Moscow. [NHK]

North Korea: North Korean soldier defects
to South Korea

(jb) The South Korean military reported that it had
picked up a North Korean defector on August 20, who
turned out to be a soldier identified by the military
uniform he wore. The soldier, a staff sergeant, crossed
over to the South through the northeastern side of the
heavily fortified border in Goseong County, Gangwon
province. [Yonhap News Agency]

The incident is one of two defections to occur this
month, the first being a defector who crossed through
the Yellow Sea de facto maritime border on August 8
(see AR No. 33, August/2024, 2).
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Border controls, which have eased since 2023, have
seen the defection of over 190 individuals from North
Korea into the South. [FirstPost]

China’s BYD Auto Company set up car
plant in Pakistan’s port city Karachi

(ht) Chinese electric vehicle giant BYD announced plans
to open a car production plant in Karachi, Pakistan, as
part of its entry into the Pakistani market. BYD will also
begin selling three models through a partnership with
Mega Motors, a subsidiary of Pakistan's largest private
utility, Hub Power Co Ltd (Hubco). BYD is the first
major electric vehicle (NEV) company to enter Pakistan,
despite the country's limited charging infrastructure.
The company plans to open flagship stores in Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad and begin selling two SUV
models and a sedan in the fourth quarter of 2024.
Hubco will establish the first NEV assembly plant in
Pakistan, set to begin operations in 2026, and will
install fast-charging stations across major cities,
motorways, and highways. [Reuters]

Islamabad claims ‘little hope’ for Pakistan-
India bilateral ties

(ht) Islamabad has expressed that the likelihood of a
thaw in relations between Pakistan and neighboring
India remains low at this stage due to significant
divergences between the two nations. No bilateral
talks, overt or covert, are currently underway regarding
the restoration of trade ties or any other issues.

This strained relationship is attributed to India’s 2019
changes to the political status of Jammu and Kashmir,
including the revocation of Article 370 of its
constitution, which granted the region special
autonomy. In response to these developments,
Pakistan suspended bilateral trade with India, and the
situation has remained unchanged since then.

Efforts in the past to revive dialogue between the two
countries through back channels resulted in the
renewal of a ceasefire agreement along the Line of
Control (LoC) in February 2021. However, despite this
achievement, the broader peace process never gained
momentum, and prospects for normalization currently
appear bleak. The recent surge in violence in India’s
Jammu and Kashmir union territory has further
exacerbated tensions, with reports of fresh military
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operations by Indian forces in the Jammu region
following a series of attacks. [The Express Tribune]

New Pakistani ambassador to arrive in
the United States

(tj) Rizwan Saeed Sheikh, Pakistan's new ambassador-
designate to the United States, is set to arrive in
Washington. His appointment, announced in late June,
replaces previous ambassador Masood Khan, who had
received a three-month extension after his contract
ended in March. [Dawn]

Three Pakistani soldiers killed in clash
with militants crossing from Afghanistan

(ss) On August 19, a gunfight between Pakistani forces
and militants attempting to infiltrate the Bajaur district
near the Afghan border resulted in the deaths of at
least three Pakistani soldiers and five militants. While
the militant casualties could not be independently
confirmed, the Pakistani military attributed the assault
to Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a terrorist
organization that has been operating from bases in
Afghanistan.

In response, Pakistan's military renewed calls for the
Taliban-led Afghan government to enforce stricter
border control and prevent militants from using
Afghan territory for cross-border attacks. The military
accused the Taliban of allowing TTP militants, whom
they refer to as "Khwarij" (a local term for extremists),
to stage terrorist activities against Pakistan.

The Taliban denied these accusations, stating that
Afghanistan poses no threat to any country.

The surge in TTP attacks since the Taliban regained
power in Kabul three years ago has severely strained
relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan. These
attacks have resulted in numerous civilian and security
force casualties. The United Nations recently backed
Pakistan's concerns in a security assessment,
identifying TTP as the largest terrorist group operating
in Afghanistan. The report estimated that up to 6,500
TTP militants are stationed in Afghanistan, benefiting
from growing support from the Taliban and training in
al-Qaida-run camps. [Voice of America]
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Iraq praises Pakistan's sacrifices in
counter-terrorism efforts

(ss) Irag's Secretary of Defence, Lieutenant General
Ahmed Dawood Salman, met with Pakistan's Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, in Rawalpindi. They discussed
bilateral interests, security, and defense cooperation.
The Iraqi official praised the professionalism of
Pakistan's Armed Forces and acknowledged the
sacrifices made by both the Pakistani people and its
military in the fight against terrorism. [Radio Pakistan]

Philippines, Singapore sign agreements on
carbon credits, healthcare workers

(rr) During Singapore President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam's state visit to the Philippines, both
countries signed agreements aimed at strengthening
cooperation in carbon credits and healthcare worker
development. The visit took place as Singapore and the
Philippines marked the 55th anniversary of diplomatic
relations.

The memorandum of understanding (MOU) on carbon
credits will pave the way for a legally binding
implementation agreement for cross-border carbon
credit transfers. This is the Philippines' first such
agreement, and it aligns with Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement on climate change mitigation. Singapore
has previously signed similar MOUs with Laos,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and Ghana.

The second MOU, focused on enhancing healthcare
worker development, was signed between Singapore’s
Ministry of Health (MOH) and the Philippines’
Department of Migrant Workers.

Another MOU, focused on healthcare worker
development, was signed between Singapore's
Ministry of Health (MOH) and the Philippines'
Department of Migrant Workers. This agreement
ensures fair treatment and skill development for
Filipino healthcare workers in Singapore, while also
preparing them for reintegration into the Philippines
after their contracts. Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. noted that approximately 250,000 Filipino
workers are currently employed in Singapore,
contributing significantly to both economies and
societies.

In addition to these agreements, the leaders discussed
broader economic cooperation. President Tharman
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emphasized Singapore’s belief in the Philippines'
economic potential and the eagerness of Singaporean
companies to invest in the country. He also expressed
Singapore’s desire to contribute to the Philippines’
development in areas such as economic growth,
sustainability, and inclusive development.

President Marcos and President Tharman also spoke
about energy cooperation, particularly cross-border
electricity trade, and the long-term goal of establishing
an ASEAN regional power grid. Additionally, they
discussed how Singapore could assist with the digital
transformation of the Philippines' civil service, a
project of high priority for the Philippine government.
[The Straits Times] [Manila Times]

Philippines seeks UAE organization’s help
to clean world’s most polluting river

(Im) Philippine officials are seeking support from the
UAE-based nonprofit Clean Rivers to help clean and
revive the Pasig River, which is ranked as the world's
most polluting river, emitting 63,000 metric tons of
plastic waste annually. The Clean Rivers delegation
visited Manila in August, meeting with the
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority and First
Lady Liza Marcos to discuss possible solutions.
Philippine authorities are hopeful the organization will
assist with various aspects of the cleanup, including
providing sewerage treatment plans, funding for
dredging, water technology, and waste management.
[Arab News]

Singapore, China’s Sichuan firms sign five
agreements to enhance bilateral trade

(sm) At the 24th Singapore-Sichuan Trade and
Investment Committee meeting on August 14, firms
from Singapore and China's Sichuan province signed
five memorandums of understanding across sectors
such as utilities, healthcare, and commodities trading.
The agreements include collaborations on a smart
medical consultation system, integrated energy
management, and corporate training programs.

Notable partnerships include Singapore's SP Group
teaming up with Chengdu Wuhou State-owned Capital
Investment and Operation Group to develop a green
energy management project. Singapore's investments
in Sichuan increased by 7.9 percent, while total trade
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grew by 15 percent in the first half of 2024. [The Straits
Times] [The Business Times]

Singapore-listed company, ETC, continued
funding of Myanmar military since 2021
coup

(Im) The Justice for Myanmar advocacy group revealed
that Singapore-listed company Emerging Towns &
Cities (ETC) has continued to fund the Myanmar
military since the February 2021 coup. Between 2022
and mid-2024, ETC paid a total of SGD 5.57 million
(USD 4.23 million) in land lease premiums for its
Golden City real estate project in Yangon, which is on
land leased from the Myanmar army's quartermaster
general's office. This military office is responsible for
procuring weapons and supplies used in human rights
violations.

Despite suspending trading in February 2021 and
announcing plans to divest from Myanmar, ETC
continues to make payments to the Myanmar military.
The Singapore Stock Exchange has taken regulatory
action against ETC, and international law experts have
stated that Singapore has a legal obligation to
investigate and halt transactions that support
Myanmar's military.

Justice for Myanmar is calling on Singapore and other
governments to impose sanctions on the Myanmar
junta, ETC, and its business partners, including
Jewellery Luck Group, which continues to support the
military through various business dealings. Failure to
act could expose Singapore to potential sanctions and
legal liabilities, particularly in relation to U.S. laws on
money laundering and human rights violations.
[mizzima]

Commander-in-Chief of Royal Thai Navy
awarded Singapore’s prestigious military
award

(sm) On August 14, Commander-in-Chief of the Royal
Thai Navy (RTN) Admiral Adoong Pan-iam received
Singapore's Meritorious Service Medal (Military)
[MSM(M)] from President Tharman Shanmugaratnam.
The award, presented by Defence Minister Dr. Ng Eng
Hen, honors ADM Adoong's significant contributions to
strengthening bilateral defense ties between the Royal
Thai Navy (RTN) and the Republic of Singapore Navy
(RSN).
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Under ADM Adoong's leadership, both navies have
deepened cooperation through high-level visits,
professional exchanges, and joint exercises such as
Exercise Singsiam, ASEAN Multilateral Naval Exercise,
Multilateral Exercise Cooperation Afloat Readiness and
Training and the Singapore-India-Thailand Maritime
Exercise, fostering mutual understanding and
collaboration.

During his visit to Singapore from August 13-15, ADM
Adoong inspected the Guard of Honour at the Ministry
of Defence and then met with key defence officials
such as Defence Minister Dr. Ng, Chief of Defence
Force Vice Admiral Aaron Beng, and Chief of Navy Rear
Admiral Sean Wat. [Ministry of Defence, Singapore]

United Kingdom looks to boost defence
ties with Singapore with ships deployed in
region

(Im) The United Kingdom is looking to strengthen
defense ties with Singapore by enhancing interactions
between the Royal Navy and the Republic of Singapore
Navy (RSN). As part of this effort, British offshore patrol
vessels HMS Spey and HMS Tamar, deployed in the
Indo-Pacific since 2021, are engaging with RSN
personnel to explore joint training and potential
bilateral exercises. The Singapore Armed Forces (SAF)
and British military have not conducted bilateral drills
since the early 2000s but regularly collaborate in
multilateral exercises under the Five Power Defence
Arrangements (FPDA), which also includes Australia,
Malaysia, and New Zealand.

The HMS Spey is currently supported by the British
Defence Singapore Support Unit (BDSSU) in
Sembawang, which serves as a logistics hub and is part
of Britain’s permanent commitment to the FPDA. This
unit provides berthing for FPDA vessels and logistics
support for visiting warships, such as HMS Argus,
which recently arrived in Singapore following joint
exercises with U.S. and Australian forces in Australia.

Britain's defense commitment to the region continues
to grow, with plans for a British aircraft carrier strike
group to visit Singapore in 2025, coinciding with the
60th anniversary of Singapore's independence and the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
nations. [The Straits Times]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-idd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ehkcil-l-idh/

ROK-US annual military exercises take
place from 19-29 Aug

(jb) The annual Ulchi Freedom Shield exercises, a civil
defense exercise jointly conducted by South Korea and
the United States, commenced in Seoul on August 19
and will be held until August 29. The exercises, which
are largely a response to rising threats of nuclear
proliferation from North Korea, aim to “take in lessons
learned from recent armed conflicts”, according to the
U.S. Forces Korea. Nearly 19,000 South Korean troops
are set to participate across 48 field training events
and 17 brigade-level exercises. The drills are some of
the largest computerized command and control
military exercises to take place. [Yonhap News Agency]
[EirstPost]

The exercises, originally launched in 1969 after a North
Korean commando raid stormed the presidential
compound the year before, are updated yearly in
keeping with rising scenarios. While the drills will
respond to simulated nuclear threats, they would also
train troops against GPS jamming and build resilience
to cyberattacks. The exercises also include a four-day
special civil defense training involving an air raid
evacuation drill and the simulation of drone attacks
and the launch of trash-carrying balloons from North
Korea. The 2024 drills respond, on an immediate level,
to recent developments, where ten balloons carrying
trash from North Korea flew over the border, with one
landing in the presidential compound in Seoul. The
final day of the four-day exercise will also include an air
raid evacuation drill. [Associated Press] [The Korea
Times]

Both the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the US Forces Korea
have expressed concerns over North Korea amping up
nuclear threats in a provocative response to the drills.
Earlier in July, North Korea threatened to boost its
nuclear fighting capability and make South Korea and
the US pay an “unimaginably harsh price” owing to
their signing of the joint nuclear deterrence guidelines.

The North Korean defense ministry feared that the
guidelines would provide a justification to step up
preparations for a nuclear war against North Korea.
The guidelines include plans to combine U.S. nuclear
weapons with South Korean conventional weapons in
an effort to deter North Korean nuclear proliferation.
[The Independent] [ABC News]

US approves potential sale of Apache
attack helicopters to South Korea
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(ac) On August 19, the US Defense Security
Cooperation Agency (DSCA) under the Department of
Defense announced that it has approved the potential
sale of Apache attack helicopters estimated to cost
USD 3.5 billion to South Korea. The potential sale will
include 36 AH-64E Apache attack helicopters, 76 T700-
GE-701D engines, 456 AGM-114R2 hellfire missiles, 152
AGM-179A joint air-to-ground missiles and 40 AAR-57
common missile warning systems, as requested by the
South Korean government. [Yonhap News]

South Korea and US hold sixth round of

defense cost sharing

(ac) On August 12 to 14, South Korea and US held the
sixth round of Special Measures Agreement (SMA) in
Washington, USA, to decide the cost sharing for the US
Forces Korea (USFK) stationing in South Korea.

The SMA were shared between USA and South Korea
for defense purposes, including military installations,
training, educational, operational and communications
facilities.

As the US President election is approaching, Seoul
seeks to secure an early deal to avoid tough bargaining
if Donald Trump were to return to the White House.
[Yonhap News Agency]

US Democratic Party vows to defend
South Korea against North Korea in
election campaign

(ac) On August 18, the US Democratic Party vowed to
stand by South Korea and other allies to deter North
Korea's provocations under its 2024 policy platform
and election campaign. The platform stated that the
party committed to ease tension and ‘strengthen ties
with and between US key allies in the region, including
Japan, South Korea, and Australia.’

The election campaign is released on the eve of the
four-day Democratic National Convention, where
candidate Kamala Harris will be running for the
Democratic nominees for president election for the
general election on November 5.

The proposed policy came under the ‘renew American
leadership’ section, where the Democratic Party
framed its vision to bolster its election campaign and
establishing a de facto foreign policy in the future once
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it was elected. The policy platform came with sharp
criticism against North Korea's nuclear provocations
and Donald Trump's foreign policy on the Korean
Peninsula. It denounced Trump for ‘undermining US
alliance', such as sowing doubts to diplomatic
agreements, mutual defense, democratic values, and
strategic purpose. In spite of the critique against
Trump's foreign policy, the platform condemned
Trump for legitimizing Kim Jong-Un and cutting the
share of alliance cost with South Korea.

The platform reaffirmed support for Biden's focus to
support the US' alliance and reaffirmed trilateral
cooperation between Seoul, Washington and Tokyo.
[Yonhap News] [Party Platform Democrats]

South Korea voices regrets over visits to
Yasukuni Shrine

(ac) On August 15, three Japanese Cabinet Ministers
visited the Yasukuni Shrine, while Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida sent a ritual offering. The three
ministers were Sanae Takaichi, Minister of Economic
Security; Minoru Kihara, Minister of Defense; and
Yoshitaka Shindo, Minister of Economic Revitalization.
Since becoming prime minister in 2021, Kishida has
refrained from visiting Yasukuni Shrine.

However, this year marks the fifth consecutive year in
which multiple Cabinet members have visited the
shrine on the anniversary of Japan’s surrender in World
War Il. These visits triggered protests from South Korea
and China. South Korea summoned Taisuke Mibae, the
deputy chief of the Japanese Embassy, to lodge a
strong protest against the Cabinet members' visits.

On August 15, South Korea issued a statement
expressing regret and disappointment over the visits
and the offering, accusing Japan's leadership of
whitewashing the country’'s wartime aggression. [ROK
Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Visits to Yasukuni Shrine by significant political figures
have consistently sparked protests and criticism from
neighboring countries. The shrine honors Japan’'s war
dead, including 14 wartime leaders convicted as Class
A war criminals for crimes against peace and acts of
aggression during World War Il by the Allied powers in
the Tokyo Trials. Yasukuni Shrine is upheld by Japanese
right-wing factions and is regarded as a symbol of
Japan's militaristic past. [Yonhap News] [Kyodo News]
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South Korea reduces funding on
Indonesia’ joint fighter jet development
project

(ac) On August 16, South Korea's Defense Project
Promotion Committee approved a plan to reduce
Indonesia’s financial contribution to the joint fighter jet
development project from USD 1.8 billion to USD 440
million.

The decision was made in response to Indonesia’s
repeated payment delays, despite Jakarta's
commitment to the KF-21 development program until
2026. To date, Indonesia has contributed
approximately USD 281 million and has requested an
adjustment to its total financial obligation to USD 444
million.

Initially, Indonesia agreed to cover 20 percent of the
KF-21 fighter jet program'’s total cost of USD 8.8 billion
when the project was launched in 2015, with South
Korea funding 60 percent and Korea Aerospace
Industries Ltd. (KAI), the KF-21's manufacturer,
covering the remaining 20 percent.

South Korea acknowledged that the program’s funding
shortfall was due to various factors, including bilateral
relations, and indicated that efforts would be made to
secure the deficit. The remaining funds will be jointly
covered by South Korea and KAI.

South Korea also noted that technology transfer is
negotiable if requested by Jakarta, but emphasized
that Indonesia would need to increase its contribution
if the value of the technology transfers and prototypes
exceeds the revised USD 444 million commitment.
[Yonhap News Agency]

Sri Lanka’s Tamil National Alliance
engages with Chinese ambassador on
Tamil issues

(sa) On August 12, Tamil National Alliance (TNA) MPs
M.A. Sumanthiran and Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam held a meeting with Qi Zhenhong, the
Chinese Ambassador to Sri Lanka. The discussion,
described as cordial and constructive by the TNA,
focused on current affairs and the specific concerns of
the Tamil people in the North and East of Sri Lanka.
[the morning]

The TNA emphasized that the meeting was an
opportunity to address ongoing issues affecting Tamil
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communities and to seek international understanding
and support. The discussions covered various aspects
of Tamil grievances and regional challenges, reflecting
the TNA's continued efforts to gain international
backing for their cause.

This engagement with China is part of the TNA's
broader strategy to involve global stakeholders in Sri
Lankan affairs, particularly concerning Tamil rights and
regional development. In December 2022,
Rasamanickam had previously criticized China for its
perceived lack of support for Mahinda Rajapaksa and
Sri Lanka and had even threatened a “China go home”
campaign. However, the recent dialogue suggests a
shift towards seeking diplomatic engagement with
China to address Tamil issues more effectively.
[Colombo Gazette]

Singapore law minister attends command
center opening of Sri Lanka’s Special Task
Force

(sa/lm) Singapore’s Law Minister, Kasiviswanathan
Shanmugam, attended the opening of a Special Task
Force (STF) Command Center in Colombo, where he
praised Sri Lanka's efforts to bolster its security
capabilities using tactics and equipment from
Singapore's Special Operations Command.

However, this collaboration has drawn scrutiny, as it
raises concerns about supporting a force with a
documented history of violence and repression. The
STF is a paramilitary unit with a notorious history of
human rights abuses, including extrajudicial killings
and massacres targeting Tamils during the country's
civil war. In 2018, Police Scotland faced backlash for
continuing to train STF troops despite these reports of
human rights violations.

Additionally, the timing of Singapore's support for the
STF has raised eyebrows, particularly as Sri Lanka is
facing growing accusations of human rights violations.
The police force, currently without an Inspector
General, has been under increased scrutiny for its
aggressive operations, including "Operation Yukthiya,"
a crackdown on drug trafficking that has resulted in
tens of thousands of arrests and has drawn criticism
for violating human rights. Public Security Minister
Tiran Alles has openly encouraged extrajudicial killings,
claiming that eliminating criminals is justified.
[Colombo Gazette] [Tamil Guardian]
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India conducts special training course for
young Sri Lankan diplomats

(aa) India conducted a seven-day special training
course for young Sri Lankan diplomats at the Sushma
Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service in New Delhi. The
course involved 10 Sri Lanka Foreign Service officers
and 13 officers from other Sri Lankan Ministries. The
participants received expert insights on various topics,
including Indo-Pacific trade, Blue Economy, Al, climate
change, and public health. They also met with Indian
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and visited
prominent Indian sites. This course is part of India's
broader capacity-building initiatives for Sri Lanka
under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
Programme. [The Island]

20 Sri Lankans rescued from human
trafficking in Myanmar

(aa) 20 Sri Lankans who were victims of human
trafficking and stranded in Myanmar were recently
rescued and safely brought to Mae Sot, Thailand. This
followed repeated appeals by Sri Lanka's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to the governments of Myanmar and
neighboring countries.

The Sri Lankan Missions in Yangon and Bangkok are
also working to rescue an additional 34 Sri Lankans still
stranded in Myanmar. These individuals were lured
into cybercriminal operations after seeking foreign
employment through improper channels. [Daily News]

Australia’s Federal Court orders Sri
Lankan diplomat to pay more than USD
350,000 for wage violations

(sa) Sri Lanka's former deputy high commissioner to
Australia, Himalee Arunatilaka, has been ordered by
the Federal Court to pay AUD 543,000 (USD 358,380) in
unpaid wages and interest to her domestic worker,
Priyanka Danaratna, who was severely mistreated
while employed in Canberra.

Danaratna worked 16-hour days, seven days a week,
with only two days off in three years. She was paid just
AUD 11,200 (USD 7,392) over this period, had her
passport confiscated, and was confined to the
diplomat's residence.
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Arunatilaka, who currently serves as Sri Lanka’s
Permanent Representative to the UN in Geneva, faces
significant penalties, reflecting a broader trend of
diplomats being held accountable for such abuses in
Australia. Last year, India’s former high commissioner
Navdeep Suri Singh was ordered by the Federal Court
to pay AUD 189,000 (USD 124,740) in unpaid wages
and interest to his domestic worker, who was found to
be working in "slave-like" conditions at the diplomat's
Canberra residence. [Australian Financial Review]

Sri Lanka summons Canadian diplomat to
protests Tamil Genocide Monument

(aa) Sri Lanka's Foreign Minister, Ali Sabry, summoned
the Canadian High Commissioner on August 17 to
formally protest the laying of a foundation stone for a
Tamil Genocide Monument at a public park in
Brampton, Canada, on August 14. During the meeting,
Sabry conveyed Sri Lanka’s strongest objections,
reiterating previous concerns raised with Canadian
authorities. He emphasized that the Sri Lankan
government categorically rejects what it describes as a
"false narrative" of genocide, accusing it of being
politically motivated for gain within Canada. [Daily
Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Canada is home to one of the largest Tamil diasporas
outside of Sri Lanka, with tens of thousands of Tamils
who fled the country during and after the civil war.
Many of them are politically active and advocate for
Tamil rights, justice, and recognition of the atrocities
committed during the conflict. As a result, Canada has
been vocal about alleged war crimes and human rights
violations committed by the Sri Lankan government
during the final stages of the civil war. This position
creates tension with Sri Lanka, which sees continued
Tamil advocacy as support for separatism and
terrorism.

Canada retains LTTE as Terrorist Entity

However, while Canada recognizes the need for justice
for Tamil victims of the conflict, it also continues to
designate the the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) and the World Tamil Movement (WTM) as
terrorist entities. Canada first listed the LTTE as a
terrorist group in 2006 and reviews this designation
every five years. The latest review, concluded in June
2024, reaffirmed the threat posed by these
organizations. Similar bans on the LTTE have been
upheld by India, the European Union, and the UK. [The
Island]
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Sri Lanka, Egypt hold bilateral talks on
trade, diplomacy

(aa) During an official visit to Egypt from August 7-11,
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry held bilateral
talks with Egyptian Foreign Minister Dr. Badr Abdelatty
to strengthen ties between the two countries. The
discussions focused on expanding cooperation in
trade, investment, tourism, education, culture,
renewable energy, and climate change. The two
ministers also signed an MoU to enhance diplomatic
training and collaboration between Sri Lanka and

Egypt.

Sabry further engaged with Egypt's Investment and
Foreign Trade Minister to explore trade and
investment opportunities and met with religious
leaders to promote peaceful coexistence and combat
extremism. Additionally, he participated in a trade
event aimed at boosting economic ties and invited
Egyptian businesses to invest in Sri Lanka. Sabry also
discussed regional developments with the Egyptian
Council for Foreign Affairs. [Daily FT]

U.S. transfers USD 7 million in seized
criminal proceeds to Taiwan in asset-
sharing agreement

(jp) The United States recently returned USD 7 million
(TWD 226 million) in criminally confiscated assets to
Taiwan as part of a cooperative effort on a cross-
border drug trafficking and money laundering case.
This return marks the first instance of asset sharing
between the two countries under their Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters Act.

In 2022, Taiwan seized USD 16 million in criminal
assets from related cases and sent it to the U.S.
Department of Justice (DOJ). Under bilateral
agreements, after deducting costs, the U.S. and Taiwan
agreed to split the remaining value of the seized assets
equally. Following two years of negotiations involving
the U.S. DOJ, Department of State, Treasury, Homeland
Security, and Taiwan's Ministry of Justice (MOJ) and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the U.S. returned 50
percent of the seized assets' value to Taiwan in August,
totaling approximately USD 7. [Taiwan News]

The MO]J highlighted this case as a significant example
of the strong commitment between Taiwan and the
United States to mutual assistance in criminal justice
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matters. It also underscores Taiwan's determination
and capability in combating cross-border money
laundering, as well as its active role in providing
assistance to the international community. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan condemns Beijing's pressure on
Palau over diplomatic ties

(jp) On August 16, Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) strongly condemned Beijing for pressuring
Palau to sever diplomatic ties with Taiwan, warning
that China's coercive actions threaten regional peace.
This condemnation follows statements by Palau
President Surangel Whipps Jr., who revealed that China
has been pressuring his country to cut ties with
Taiwan, even using tourism as a weapon. Whipps
emphasized that while Palau seeks economic
development, it values its partnership with Taiwan. He
affirmed that Palau's relationship with Taiwan is
treasured and should not be questioned by anyone.
[AP News] [Focus Taiwan]

MOFA reiterated Taiwan's support for Whipps' "value-
based" diplomacy and highlighted the strength of
bilateral exchanges in tourism, medicine, and
agriculture. The ministry also criticized China's
increasing influence in the Pacific region through
intimidation and economic coercion, which it said
undermines regional stability. Taiwan vowed to
continue working with Palau and other like-minded
countries to enhance their friendship and promote
peace in the Indo-Pacific region. [Focus

Taiwan] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]

Taiwan's Coast Guard increases patrols to
prevent illegal Chinese fishing

(jp) Taiwan's Coast Guard Administration (CGA)
announced on August 18 that it is intensifying efforts
to preventillegal cross-border fishing by Chinese
boats, following the end of China's three-and-a-half-
month fishing moratorium on August 16. Despite
public concerns, the CGA reported only sporadic
violations near the outlying Matsu and Kinmen islands,
with all illegal vessels expelled.

To address potential threats, the CGA has deployed
significant resources, including one ship, 19 boats, 29
vehicles, 74 motorcycles, and 301 personnel over the
past two days. The CGA also refuted earlier media
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claims that Chinese fishing boats were using fake
automatic tracking systems (AIS) to disguise
themselves as Taiwanese vessels.

During a marine patrol on August 17, about 20 Chinese
fishing boats were identified 20 nautical miles outside
Penghu County's restricted waters, where no
Taiwanese vessels or AlS signals were detected. [Focus
Taiwan]

Four crew members of Taiwanese fishing
vessel released by China

(jp) Four crew members of a Taiwanese fishing vessel
detained by Chinese authorities on July 2 were
released on August 13. While the four crew members
have been released, the captain, surnamed Hung, and
the vessel remain detained. Former Penghu County
Council Deputy Speaker Chen Shuang-chuan stated
that the release of Hung and the vessel is pending
resolution of legal issues, with no confirmed date for
their release.

The vessel in question, "Da Jin Man No. 88," registered
in Penghu, was seized by the China Coast Guard on July
2, 17.5 nautical miles outside Taiwan-controlled waters
near the Kinmen Islands. The boat was accused of
illegally fishing in Chinese territorial waters during a
seasonal fishing moratorium (see AiR No. 28, July/2024,
2).

Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) expressed
relief at the safe return of the four crew members and
hoped for the swift release of the captain and vessel.
The MAC emphasized that both Taiwan and China have
established procedures for addressing incidents
involving fishing vessels crossing boundaries illegally,
and this case is being handled similarly.

China's TAO stated that the four released crew
members were involved in minor violations and thus
did not face criminal charges. However, the captain
remains under investigation for suspected illegal
fishing. The China Coast Guard reiterated its
commitment to protecting fishery resources and
maintaining order in relevant sea areas, emphasizing
the lawful detention of the vessel and ongoing
investigation into the case. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwanese police deny delays in search
for missing German professor
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(jp) Taiwanese police have denied accusations of
delaying their search for Ralf Klausnitzer, a German
professor who disappeared in late March after arriving
in Taiwan for an academic exchange program. The
Hualien Police Bureau stated on August 14 that they
have conducted seven search and rescue operations
since Klausnitzer was reported missing on April 2 but
have yet to locate him. The Hualien police reiterated
their call for public assistance in locating Klausnitzer.

Ralf Klausnitzer was last seen on March 26 in Taroko
Gorge's Tianxiang Village, where he visited Xiangde
Temple before disappearing. After his disappearance
was reported by Tamkang University, the police
launched a search operation that was temporarily
halted due to a severe earthquake in the Hualien
region on April 2. Rescue efforts resumed once
conditions improved, including searches using drones
and multiple visits to local residents in April and May.
Despite these efforts, no trace of Klausnitzer has been
found. [Focus Taiwan]

Klausnitzer's parents criticized the search effortsin a
letter to Berliner Zeitung on August 12, questioning the
delay in starting the search and criticized the lukewarm
response by the German Federal Foreign Office. They
also cited the lack of formal diplomatic ties between
Germany and Taiwan as complicating factors.
Klausnitzer's two sons, who visited Hualien in June to
assist and provide DNA samples, were left with
troubling questions, leading them to suspect that
information might be withheld. [Berliner Zeitung]
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan open to re-establishing ties with
Honduras

(jp) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)
announced on August 16 that it is open to exploring
opportunities to enhance ties with Honduras. The
ministry its commitment to "honesty and openness" in
engaging with all countries, including Honduras, which
severed ties with Taiwan in 2023 in favor of
establishing relations with Beijing (see AR No. 12,
March/2023, 3). It added that Taiwan does not set
preconditions for establishing diplomatic relations and
is always seeking to elevate its international status.

The statement was in response to remarks made by
Salvador Nasralla, a former Honduran vice president
and current opposition leader, who pledged in a radio
interview that he will restore diplomatic ties with
Taiwan if he wins the upcoming presidential election.
[Taiwan News]
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Nasralla criticized the current Honduran government's
decision to cut ties with Taiwan, arguing that it had led
to significant job losses in the shrimp industry and
created an unfavorable trade balance with China.
Nasralla also voiced opposition to the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) being negotiated between Honduras
and China, accusing the government of handing over
national interests to Beijing. He cited similar
experiences in other Latin American countries that
have established relations with China, suggesting that
Taiwan had been a more reliable partner. MOFA
echoed Nasralla's concerns, accusing China of failing to
fulfill promises made to Taiwan's former allies,
including Honduras. [Focus Taiwan]

United States, Thai Journalists Association
host workshop to strengthen coverage of
US elections

(bk) On August 17, the United States embassy in
Bangkok and the Thai Journalists Association jointly
organized a workshop for 42 Thai journalists, providing
in-depth knowledge of the US electoral process and
reporting practices.

Speaking at the opening of the workshop, US
Ambassador Robert Godec emphasized the crucial role
of Thai media in promoting informed discourse about
the US presidential elections and the American
electoral system. He noted that accurate reporting is
essential for democracy, especially during elections. He
stressed that democracy must be actively protected
and that citizens should be well-informed about their
democratic systems and rights.

Ambassador Godec also addressed concerns about
how the upcoming 2024 US election might impact Thai-
US relations and Southeast Asia. He explained that
while US foreign policy may shift with different
administrations, the core principles of promoting
security, democracy, and development will remain
unchanged. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand, Kazakhstan to boost trade and
collaboration

(wt) On August 13, Thailand's caretaker Commerce
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai departed for
Kazakhstan to explore new opportunities for Thai
products. During the mission, he held discussions with
Kazakh Prime Minister Olzhas Bektenov and other
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officials, focusing on expanding trade and economic
cooperation between the two countries.

Phumtham and Kazakhstan's Trade and Integration
Minister Arman Shakkaliyev signed an agreement
aimed at enhancing bilateral economic relations. The
minister proposed establishing a Thai representative
office in Kazakhstan to facilitate trade and invited
Kazakh entrepreneurs to participate in Thai trade fairs
and exhibitions. Kazakhstan offered tax and customs
duty exemptions to attract Thai investors to its special
economic zones.

The two nations agreed to leverage a visa exemption
agreement and explore tourism as a cornerstone of
their cooperation. Thailand also expressed interest in
negotiating a free trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) and discussed the potential
import of cattle products from Kazakhstan. In 2023,
Kazakhstan was Thailand’s second-largest partner in
the EAEU, with trade volume reaching USD 2.04 million,
up 26.3 percent from the previous year. [Bangkok Post]

Ministry urges Thai workers to delay
travel to Israel, Lebanon amid rising
tensions

(Im) The Ministry of Labour (MoL) in Thailand has
issued a warning to Thai workers planning to go to
Israel or Lebanon, advising them to delay their travel
due to escalating tensions in the region. This follows
the July 31 assassination of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Iran, which has heightened the risk of
violence.

Meanwhile, Thailand has also strengthened labour
cooperation with South Korea, signing a two-year
agreement that offers improved conditions for Thai
workers under South Korea's Employment Permit
System. So far, nearly 78,000 Thai workers have
traveled abroad as part of this year's labour plan.
[Bangkok Post]

Vietnam'’s President To Lam arrives in
China on first overseas trip as new
Communist Party leader

(Im) Earlier this week, Vietnam's President To Lam

arrived in China’s southern province Guangzhou for a
three-day state visit, his first overseas trip since being
named general secretary of the country’s Communist
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Party. Lam's visit is seen as an effort to smoothen over
recent maritime tensions and reinforce the
longstanding partnership.

On August 19, Lam met with China’s President Xi
Jinping. Both leaders emphasized the importance of
their bilateral relationship, with Xi affirming China's
support for Vietnam's socialist path and reforms. Lam
highlighted the significance of ties with China in
Vietnam's foreign policy.

During his stay, Lam was also scheduled to meet with
Chinese Premier Li Qiang and other Chinese top
officials.

The visit comes after the two countries last December
pledged to deepen bilateral ties when Xi visited the
country, his first time there in six years. At the time,
the two countries signed more than a dozen
agreements, specific of which were not announced.
Notably, that trip came after Vietnam and the United
States upgraded diplomatic ties during US President
Joe Biden's visit in September.

More recently, the relationship experienced a period of
tension in the South China Sea, particularly in May,
when Vietnam protested China's deployment of a navy
hospital ship to the disputed Paracel Islands. Despite
these issues, the two nations maintain robust
economic relations, with bilateral trade exceeding USD
171 billion in 2023. [Deutsche Welle] [Associated Press]
[Global Times] [Al Jazeera]

Thailand, Vietnam exchange insights on
managing journalists' professional ethics

(wn) On August 14, a meeting took place between the
general director of the Vietnam News Agency (VNA), Vu
Viet Trang, and Chavarong Limpattamapanee,
Chairman of the National Press Council of Thailand
and Senior Advisor to the Thai Journalists Association,
along with a Thai delegation. The meeting was part of a
working visit by the Thai delegation to Vietnam. During
the meeting, the two sides discussed mutual
cooperation in journalism, professional ethics, and the
management of journalistic practices. [Nation
Thailand]

Taiwan launches anti-dumping
investigation into Vietnamese cement,
clinker
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(wn) Taiwan recently initiated an anti-dumping
investigation into cement and clinker imported from
Vietnam, following a request by the Taiwan Cement
Manufacturers Association. The alleged dumping
margin against Vietnam is 16.99 percent; seven
Vietnamese companies were specifically named, while
other unnamed exporters are also involved.
Vietnamese businesses must confirm their
participation in the investigation within 20 days and
provide relevant information. Taiwan's Ministry of
Finance and Ministry of Economic Affairs will handle
the investigation, with selected Vietnamese companies
required to respond to questionnaires. [Vietnam News]

United Kingdom issues travel warning for
Vietham amid exit bans, severe drug
panelties

(wn) The UK Foreign Office has updated its travel
advice for Vietnam, warning British nationals about
potential issues such as exit bans, passport
confiscations, internet censorship, drug penalties, and
tropical cyclones. The warning follows reports of
holidaymakers being unable to leave the country due
to exit bans, with their passports seized while
investigations are carried out. Exit bans can be
imposed for various reasons, including business
disputes, unpaid debts, or criminal matters.

The updated guidance also highlights the severe
penalties for drug offences in Vietnam, including the
death penalty for possessing, distributing, or
manufacturing even small amounts of drugs.
Additionally, it warns of the dangers of recreational
drugs in the country, which can be tampered with,
fake, or laced with toxic substances, resulting in severe
health risks or death. [News and Star]

Royal Canadian Navy's ship visits
Vietnam'’s Ho Chi Minh City

(wn) The Royal Canadian Navy's Halifax-class frigate,
HMCS Montréal, arrived in Ho Chi Minh City on August
15, beginning a five-day visit to Vietnam. During the
visit, Canadian officers will engage with local students,
visit social facilities, and explore Ho Chi Minh City.
HMCS Montréal is part of Canada's HORIZON
campaign, supporting its Indo-Pacific strategy.
[Vietham News]
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Announcements

Upcoming online events

21 August 2024 @ 7:00 -8:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

South Korean Approaches to North
Korean Human Rights: Civil Society
Initiatives

Join 38 North for a discussion on how diverse South
Korean civil society organizations are working to raise
awareness, document, and improve the human rights
situation in North Korea. From data collection to youth
engagement to supporting international and formal
human rights processes, their work highlights the
importance of multiple voices and strategies for

this complex and pervasive challenge.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

21 August 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. (GMT+8),
Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Conference on “Precarity and
Sustainability: Society and Ecology in
Indonesia” - Day 1

The conference on “Precarity and Sustainability:
Society and Ecology in Indonesia” seeks to explore the
complex interplay between societal vulnerabilities and
ecological fragilities within the Indonesian context. By
examining the intersecting forces of capitalism,
environmental degradation, and social injustice,
participants will delve into the root causes of precarity
while exploring pathways toward a more inclusive,
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sustainable, and resilient future for Indonesia. This
event is co-organized by the Indonesia Studies
Programme at ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS),
Singapore, and the Institute of Social Sciences and
Humanities (IPSH), National Research and Innovation
Agency (BRIN), Indonesia.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

21 August 2024 @ 10:30-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for a New American Security, USA

Al and the Evolution of Biological
National Security Risks

In the wake of a global pandemic and rapidly
advancing Al technologies, scientists and government
leaders from around the world have sounded alarms
about a changing biothreat landscape. Between dire
warnings of more widely accessible bioterrorism
capabilities, novel superviruses, and next generation
bioweapons, how should policymakers and weigh the
impacts of Al on biosecurity? Where are risks really
changing, and where have they been overblown? What
actions need to be taken now, and what emerging
capabilities need to be monitored for future threats?
Join the event for a panel discussion on these
questions and more. Bill Drexel, Fellow in CNAS's
Technology and National Security Team, will be joined
by leading biosecurity experts inside and outside
government grappling with the nexus of Al and
emerging biotechnologies.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

21 August 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-5), The
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, USA

A Diversity of Opinion: Race, Age, and US
Foreign Policy

How do Americans from different walks of life view US
foreign policy? Are Black, Hispanic, and Asian
Americans less likely to want the US to be actively
involved in the world compared to white Americans?
Do younger Americans think differently about US
policy toward Ukraine and Israel than older Americans?
A new report from the Chicago Council and New
America offers some insight, examining how race and
age play into public opinion on global issues. Join the
event as experts discuss the results of the survey and
explore how Americans of diverse ages and
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backgrounds think about the US role in the world
ahead of the 2024 election.

For more information, visit [CCGA].

22 August 2024 @ 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia
Society Policy Institute, USA

What is the Demographic Emergency in
East Asia?

Join this webinar webinar on the demographic
landscape in East Asia. Following South Korea's
announcement of a national demographic emergency
due to the low fertility rates, discussants will cover
whether similar declarations are warranted in other
countries facing shrinking and aging populations.
Additionally, speakers will delve into the direct
implications of these trends on economic growth, labor
productivity, healthcare, and social security, and why
new policies and investments have not been effective,
identifying the major challenges and constraints.

For more information, visit [ASPI].

22 August 2024 @ 1:00 -2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson
Center, USA

A Discussion with Professor T.V. Paul: Is
India a “Swing Power”?

India has established itself as a rising power with
global aspirations. With its deepening rivalry with
China, the rise of Hindu nationalism under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), and the growing strategic importance of the
Indo-Pacific, India is at a pivotal juncture. Join the event
for a discussion with Dr. T.V. Paul, Distinguished James
McGill Professor of Political Science at McGill
University, to explore India’s rise as a global power, its
deepening rivalry with China, and Hindu nationalism
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

For more information, visit [Stimson].

22 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (GMT+9),
Asian Development Bank Institute, Japan
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Nathan Nunn on the Effect of Effort-
Suppressing Beliefs on Development

Can a population’s negative or positive attitude have a
measurable impact on a country’s economic
development? Join ADBI in conversation with
economics professor Nathan Nunn from the University
of British Columbia to explore how belief systems have
a profound effect on a country's productivity and
growth. From gender norms and religious beliefs to
superstitions and powerful emotions, Professor Nunn
has researched the factors that shape cultures and
institutions and found that in zero-sum environments,
where one’s gains come at the expense of others,
demotivating beliefs persist.

For more information, visit [ADB].

22 August 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. -5:30 p.m. (GMT+8),
Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Conference on “Precarity and
Sustainability: Society and Ecology in
Indonesia” - Day 2

The conference on “Precarity and Sustainability:
Society and Ecology in Indonesia” seeks to explore the
complex interplay between societal vulnerabilities and
ecological fragilities within the Indonesian context. By
examining the intersecting forces of capitalism,
environmental degradation, and social injustice,
participants will delve into the root causes of precarity
while exploring pathways toward a more inclusive,
sustainable, and resilient future for Indonesia. This
event is co-organized by the Indonesia Studies
Programme at ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS),
Singapore, and the Institute of Social Sciences and
Humanities (IPSH), National Research and Innovation
Agency (BRIN), Indonesia.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

22 August 2024 @ 1:30-2:30 p.m. (GMT-5), The
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, USA

Views from across the Pond

2024 promises to be remembered as a pivotal year in
international politics, with elections around the world
potentially reshaping alliances, trade relationships, and
geopolitical dynamics. How do America's closest allies
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view these developments, and what implications might
they have for the US role in the world and transatlantic
cooperation? What challenges and opportunities do
the European Union and the United Kingdom foresee
in the coming year? Join the experts for a conversation
with Ambassadors Jovita NeliupSiené and Karen Pierce
as they discuss the state of the world in 2024, the
global election landscape, and how the US and its
closest allies are navigating complex issues together.

For more information, visit [CCGA].

26 August 2024 @ 12:00- 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

The U.S. Secret Service Before, During, and
After the Assassination Attempt of
President Trump

The U.S. Secret Service and other agencies warrant
scrutiny over their actions and inactions surrounding
the horrific events that took place on July 13, 2024.
Tune in to learn more from former Rep. Jason Chaffetz,
Susan Crabtree, Tristan Leavitt, and Lora Ries.

For more information, visit [Heritage].

26 August 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

Takeaways from the Democratic National
Convention

This year's Democratic National Convention will be
held in Chicago from August 19-22. With President
Biden’s recent withdrawal from the presidential race
and increased fervor around Vice President Harris’
candidacy, many questions still remain. Will the
Democratic convention result in a bounce for Kamala
Harris? What is the impact of her running mate,
Governor Tim Walz? What does the convention tell us
about the fall election? Join Governance Studies at
Brookings for a webinar to discuss the Democratic
National Convention and what it means for the
November elections.

For more information, visit [Brookings].
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26 August 2024 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+8), National
University of Singapore, Singapore

How will Southeast Asia navigate the US-
China chip competition?

The chip sector is at the centre of the current US-China
strategic competition. On the one hand, the US is using
its dominant position in the global chip supply chains
to curtail China's industrial and technological rise. On
the other hand, China seeks to counter the US
pressure and compete with the US through increased
investment in the chip sector. Caught between this
great power chip competition, Southeast Asian states
face a challenging external environment and difficult
choices, as both the US and China are key tech and
trading partners. At the same time, they need to
enhance their own chip capabilities, as they aim to
modernise their economies and move up the global
value chains. For an engaging conversation on this
topic, join for the 12th Counterpoint Southeast Asia
public webinar, which asks, “How will Southeast Asia
navigate the US-China chip competition?”. Three
analysts from the region will provide their unique
perspectives on the issue.

For more information, visit [NUS].

27 August 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Middle
East Institute, USA

Israel-Turkey Relations: How Can the
Negative Momentum Be Reversed?

Turkey-Israel relations have gone through many ups
and downs over the past 75 years but repeatedly
proved resilient in the face of challenges. Nonetheless,
the current bilateral crisis may be the most serious yet.
Following a period of positive momentum, which
peaked in September 2023, relations have dramatically
deteriorated since the beginning of the war in Gaza.
Harsh political rhetoric, limits on direct trade, and a
halt to people-to-people exchanges have all taken a
toll. Yet despite these growing challenges, the two
countries still share many strategic interests; while
non-governmental players and key business sectors

— which often do not share their national
leaderships' ideologies or value systems — continue to
seek ways to bilaterally engage. Can Turkey-Israel ties
survive the current crisis? What would it take to turn
the trajectory of relations around? And who could
potentially drive positive change on both sides? Join
the panel discussion featuring prominent Israeli,
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Turkish, and American experts who will seek to answer
these and other questions related to the future of
Turkey-Israel relations.

For more information, visit [MEI].

27 August 2024 @ 10:00 -11:15 a.m.
(GMT+8), Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS),
Singapore

Anwar Ibrahim’s Role in Islamic-Confucian Dialogue
and its Impact on Malaysia, China and Beyond

This seminar delves into Anwar’s pivotal role in
promoting interreligious dialogue within Malaysia and
beyond. It will examine the impact of Anwar's efforts to
foster connections among Malaysia’'s diverse
communities and discuss how these interfaith
initiatives advance his quest for an inclusive, pluralistic
Malaysia Madani. Additionally, the seminar will explore
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and President Xi
Jinping's recent commitment to collaborate on Xi's
newly launched the Global Civilization Initiative,
examining its implications for Malaysia, China, and
global exigencies such as the Gaza crisis.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

27 August 2024 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

US-Mexico relations: Addressing
challenges at the border

Mexico's president-elect Claudia Sheinbaum will begin
her six-year term in October as the U.S. presidential
campaign enters its final stretch. How the next U.S.
administration and Congress manage relations with
new leadership in Mexico will affect border security,
immigration policies, trade and energy relations, and
counter-narcotics and anti-crime cooperation. What
tools can policymakers in both countries use to
advance positive outcomes? What are the
opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for the
United States and Mexico? Join the event for a
discussion on the state of U.S.-Mexico relations.
Panelists will analyze how the next administration and
Congress plan to navigate these issues with Mexico.

For more information, visit [Brookings].
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27 August 2024 @ 12:00- 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Center for American Progress, USA

The United States, China, and the Climate
Crisis: Imperative for Action in the
Context of Competition

The world demands that the United States and

China, the top historical emitters and the two largest
economies, move with greater seriousness and
urgency to tackle the climate crisis. CAP Senior

Fellow Dave Rank will moderate a conversation with
CAP Senior Vice President for National Security and
International Policy Alan Yu and Director of the
Georgetown School of Foreign Service's Science,
Technology and International Affairs Program Joanna
Lewison where and how the two sides can accelerate
action in both competition and collaboration. This
discussion will happen just as John Podesta, former
president and founder of CAP and current senior
adviser to the president for international climate
policy, prepares to travel to China in early September
to engage with Chinese officials on accelerating climate
action with the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate
Change conference (COP29) on the horizon.

For more information, visit [CAP].

28 August 2024 @ 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies, USA

Weapons in Space: A Virtual Book Talk
with Dr. Aaron Bateman

The Strategic Defense Initiative is remembered as a
controversial Reagan-era project to create a space-
based missile defense program, but what were its far-
reaching consequences for space security? How did
this program bring us to where we are today--with
growing counter-space capabilities and great power
competition in outer space? And what does it say
about the future of space security? For a live-streamed
discussion on these themes and questions, join the
CSIS International Security Program virtually for a
conversation with Dr. Aaron Bateman, Assistant
Professor of History and International Affairs at George
Washington University, on his recent book, Weapons in
Space: Technology, Politics, and the Rise and Fall of the
Strategic Defense Initiative (MIT Press, 2024).

For more information, visit [CSIS].
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Recent Book Release

Untold Narratives, My Dear Kabul: The incredible and
courageous diary of an Afghan women's writing group
during the Fall of Kabul, Coronet, 384 pages,

published August 15, 2024. For a review, see [The
Guardian Review of Books].

Aharon Appelfeld, Badenheim 1939, Penguin Classics,
144 pages, published August 15, 2024. For a review,
see [The Guardian Review of Books].

Benjamin Nathans, To the Success of Our Hopeless
Cause: The Many Lives of the Soviet Dissident
Movement, Princeton University Press, 816 pages,
published August 13, 2024. For a review, see [The Los
Angeles Review of Books].

Richard ] Evans, Hitler's People: The Faces of the
Third Reich, Penguin Press, 624 pages, published

August 13, 2024. For a review, see [The New York

Times Review of Books].

Meridith McGraw, Trump in Exile, Random House,
336 pages, published August 6, 2024. For a review, see
[The Guardian Review of Books].

Andrea Benvenuti, Nehru's Bandung: Non-Alignment
and Regional Order in Indian Cold War Strategy,
Oxford University Press, 484 pages, published June 1,
2024. For a review, see [The Asian Review of Books].

Gwyn Bevan, How Did Britain Come to This?: A
century of systemic failures of governance, Lse Press,
326 pages, published October 23, 2023. For a review,
see [The LSE Review of Books].

Aria Dean, Bad Infinity: Selected Writings, Sternberg
Press, 200 pages, published August 15, 2023. For a
review, see [The Los Angeles Review of Books].

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon
invites paper proposals for its International Congress
"And The People, Where are They? The Collective
Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-
9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,
see [University of Lisbon].
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The 19th Annual Minerva Conference on
International Humanitarian Law, titled “The Gaza
War and International Law: Norms and Institutions
Jerusalem” and scheduled for December 17-18, 2024,
invites paper proposals to be submitted by August 20,
2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) ) is looking for an Inter-Governmental
Relationship Analyst to be based in Kathmandu,
Nepal. Applications are accepted until August 31, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Project Manager, Business
and Human Rights to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until August 31, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Senior Judicial and
Prosecution Training Consultant based in Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Federal Programme
Coordination Analyst to be based in Kathmandu,
Nepal. Applications are accepted until August 31, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Gender Responsive
Governance Associate to be based in Sarajevo,
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Applications are accepted
until August 25, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Gender Responsive
Governance Officer to be based in Sarajevo, Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Applications are accepted until
August 25, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Policy and Programme Intern -
Reintegration/DDR/PRR based in New York, USA.
Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National Planning Specialist
for National Governance Programme in Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Legal Expert for the
Development of the Draft Law on Innovations.
Applications are accepted until August 27, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Chief Local Governance and
Institutional Relations to be based in Brazil.
Applications are accepted until September 2, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Research and Knowledge Management Expert to be
based in

Gebze, Turkey. Applications are accepted until August
28, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Political Affairs Officer to be based in New York, USA.
Applications are accepted until August 28, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Communications, Outreach, and Advocacy
Specialist to be based in Gebze, Turkey. Applications
are accepted until August 26, 2024. More information
is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Political Affairs Officer to be based in Dakar, Senegal.
Applications are accepted until August 28, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a
Senior Information Analyst, Political Affairs based
in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted until
August 28, 2024. More information is provided at [UN
Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Rule of
Law Officer based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are
accepted until August 27, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Public
Information Intern: assist with research, content
writing and event organization. Applications are
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accepted until September 12, 2024. More information
is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Development Specialist. This is a home-
based position. Applications are accepted until August
30, 2024. More information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for an Evaluation Specialist. This is a home-
based position. Applications are accepted until August
28, 2024. More information is provided at [FAQO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a Specialist in Mediation of Agrarian
Conflicts to be based in Brazil-Brasilia. Applications
are accepted until August 28, 2024. More information
is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a National Gender Policy Development
Specialist to be based in Papua New Guinea-Wewak.
Applications are accepted until August 27, 2024. More
information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a Communications Officer (Public
Affairs) to be based in Chile-Santiago. Applications are
accepted until September 10, 2024. More information
is provided at [FAQ].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
an Advisor, Resource Mobilization, and Advocacy to
be based in United States-Washington, D.C.
Applications are accepted until September 5, 2024.
More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Strategic Advisor to the Regional Director to be
based in Philippines-Manila. Applications are accepted
until September 4, 2024. More information is provided
at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
an External Relations/Resource Mobilization (EXR)
Officer to be based in Egypt-Cairo. Applications are
accepted until September 3, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for
a Policy and Program Advisor to be based in the
United States-Washington, D.C. Applications are
accepted until September 2, 2024. More information is
provided at [WHO].
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The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is looking for a
Macroeconomist/Development Economist-
Tajikistan Diagnostic Study. Applications are
accepted until September 5, 2024. More information is
provided at [ADB].

The Action contre la Faim is looking for a Country
Director - Afghanistan. Applications are accepted
until September 13, 2024. More information is
provided at [Action contre].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Policy
Specialist (Peace, and Security - Participation) to be
based in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Applications are accepted
until September 7, 2024. More information is provided
at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Strategic
Planning Specialist based in New York, USA.
Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a Programme
Specialist to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan.
Applications are accepted until August 29, 2024. More
information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Head of
Office, Japan Liaison Office. Applications are
accepted until September 6, 2024. More information is
provided at [UN Women].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking
for a Policy Advocacy and Communication Director
to be based in Amman, Jordan. Applications are
accepted until September 15, 2024. More information
is provided at [IRC].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) is looking for a Project Management
Support Officer (Roster) to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until October
14, 2024. More information is provided at [UNOPS].

The School of Law and Society at St Mary's University,
Twickenham is looking for a Senior Lecturer in Law.
Applications are accepted until September 8, 2024.
More information is provided at [St Mary's].

The University of Reading School of Law is looking for
a Lecturer in Law. Applications are accepted until
September 20, 2024. More information is provided at
[Reading].

The School of Law at the University of Leeds is
looking for a Professor of Legal Professions.
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Applications are accepted until September 5, 2024.
More information is provided at [Leeds].

The Southampton Law School is looking for a
Lecturer. Applications are accepted until August 26,
2024. More information is provided at [Southampton].

The University of Bedfordshire is looking for a
Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Law. Applications are
accepted until August 28, 2024. More information is
provided at [Bedfordshire].

The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at
Swansea University is looking for a Tutor in Politics
and International Relations. Applications are
accepted until August 27, 2024. More information is
provided at [Swansea].

The Department of History, Politics, and Philosophy at
Manchester Metropolitan University is looking for a
Lecturer in Russian Politics. Applications are
accepted until August 29, 2024. More information is
provided at [Manchester].

The Department of History, Politics, and Philosophy at
Manchester Metropolitan University is looking for a
Lecturer in Political Theory. Applications are
accepted until August 29, 2024. More information is
provided at [Manchester].

The University of Warwick is looking for an Assistant
/Associate Professor in Politics and International
Studies. Applications are accepted until September 10,
2024. More information is provided at [Warwick].

The Department of Sociology and the Jackson School of
Global Affairs at Yale University is looking for an
Assistant Professor, in Sociology and Global Affairs.
Applications are accepted until September 9, 2024.
More information is provided at [Yale].

The Department of Political Science at Yale University
is seeking an Assistant/Associate/Full Professor, in
International Relations, Comparative Politics, and
Political Economy. Applications are accepted until
August 7, 2025. More information is provided at [Yale].

The Department of Political Science at Yale University
is looking for an Assistant Professor in normative
Political Theory. Applications are accepted until
August 7, 2025. More information is provided at [Yale].

The Department of Political Science at Yale University
is seeking to hire multiple faculty members with
expertise in American Politics. Applications are
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accepted until August 7, 2025. More information is
provided at [Yale].

Team:

Ally Koh (alk), Anna Chong (ac), Atif Aslam (aa), Aye Moe
Pwint Phyu, Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Duc
Quang Ly (dql), Fahima Mohseni, Geetika Sharma

(gs), Geo Dzakwan Arshali (ga), Hamail Tahir (ht), Henning
Glaser (hg), Iram Tariq (it), Jasmine Ayesha Pidoux (jp), Ji
Fang (jf), Lucas Meier (Im), Muhammad Syammakh Daffa
Alghazali (ma), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Oliver Cubbin (oc),
Rachel Lim (rl), Riya de los Reyes (rr), Saw Eh Ta Mu (sm),
Saw Khu Doh Soe (ss), Shekinah Annuncia (sa), Shreya
Goyal (sg), Sike Chan (sk), Sirikorn Indrayodha (si), Thomas
van Oeveren (to), Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj),
Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Wannee
Thiraputthisakul (wt)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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