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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Moldova,

and Trinidad and Tobago this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU

 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-r/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-y/


Main Sections

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in East Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in South Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in Southeast Asia

International Relations, Geopolitics and Security in

Asia

Announcements

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

East Asia

 

 

China: President Xi praises Deng Xiaoping

but won’t carry out his reform

(jf) Chinese Communist Party leader Xi Jinping recently

praised his reformist predecessor Deng Xiaoping in

remarks coinciding with the 120th anniversary of

Deng's birth. Despite the symbolic gesture, political

commentators argue that Xi's praise for Deng may be

more performative than genuine. China's state media

celebrated Deng's legacy with extensive tributes, and

Xi commended Deng as "an outstanding leader"

recognized by the entire party, military, and people,

hailing him as "a great Marxist" and an advocate for

world peace and development.

In his speech, Xi also referenced Deng's leadership

during the political upheaval of 1989, widely

interpreted as a nod to Deng's role in ordering the



Tiananmen Square massacre. Xi stated that Deng

"firmly defended the glorious banner of socialism"

during that period, amidst the backdrop of the Soviet

Union's collapse and dramatic changes in Eastern

Europe.

Although Xi publicly praised Deng's reforms, observers

believe Xi does not truly adhere to Deng's economic

principles. Comments on social media and responses

to a post by Radio Free Asia reflected mixed opinions,

with some suggesting that Deng and Xi share a

common lineage of preserving the Communist Party.

Others expressed skepticism about Xi's commitment to

Deng’s policies, pointing out that Xi appears to be

gradually moving away from Deng's reformist legacy.

However, state media outlets and institutions have

gone to great lengths to commemorate Deng,

releasing a new set of commemorative stamps,

publishing an 8,000-character tribute in the ideological

journal Qiushi, and circulating videos and quotations

from Deng on social media.

Independent writer Ye Fu noted a significant

disconnect between the rhetoric and the reality of Xi’s

policies. While Xi continues to pay lip service to Deng’s

"reform and opening up" strategy, Ye suggested that Xi

remains more focused on Marxist economics and may

only nominally support market economics and

international trade. (rfa)

China: Humanoid robot technology

advances

(jf) China is extending its dominance in the electric

vehicle (EV) market into the emerging field of battery-

powered humanoid robots, positioning itself as a

serious competitor to Tesla in this new race. At the

World Robot Conference held last week in Beijing,

nearly 30 Chinese companies showcased humanoid

robots designed for industrial use, specifically in

factories and warehouses. These robots are being built

using components from China’s robust supply chain,

including precision parts from battery and sensor

manufacturers, many of whom contributed to China’s

EV success. [South China Morning Post]

The country's push into humanoid robotics follows the

same strategic playbook that propelled its EV industry

over a decade ago: strong government support, fierce

competition driving down prices, and a deep,

integrated supply chain. This robotics initiative aligns

with President Xi Jinping’s policy of fostering "new

productive forces" in technology, a theme reinforced in
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promotional materials for the event. As part of this

effort, Beijing launched a USD 1.4 billion state-backed

fund for robotics earlier this year, while Shanghai

followed suit in July with plans for its own USD 1.4

billion humanoid industry fund.

The robots on display are already benefiting from

technological advancements made during China's EV

boom. According to Goldman Sachs, the global market

for humanoid robots could reach USD 38 billion

annually by 2035, with an estimated 1.4 million units

shipped for consumer and industrial use. The cost of

materials to build humanoid robots has fallen to about

USD 150,000 each as of 2023, excluding research and

development costs. [Goldman Sachs]

Chinese companies are pushing the boundaries with

plans to price humanoid worker robots below USD

30,000, making them far more affordable than current

production robots, which are mostly led by non-

Chinese companies such as Japan's Fanuc, Swiss

engineering group ABB, and Germany's Kuka (owned

by China's Midea). These existing robots are typically

large mechanical arms capable of welding and

performing other specialized tasks.

China already leads the world in the number of

factory-installed production robots, more than three

times the number in North America, according to the

International Federation of Robotics. While mass

production of humanoid robots is expected by 2025,

the scale will initially be much smaller than what is

required to revolutionize EV production. However,

China’s rapid progress and ambitious investments

suggest the potential achievement of large-scale

commercial application of humanoid robots in at least

20 to 30 years. [Reuters]

China: Youth unemployment rate spike in

July

(jf) Rising unemployment in China is pushing millions of

college graduates into precarious positions, with many

forced to accept low-paying jobs or rely on their

parents' pensions for survival. This phenomenon has

given rise to the term "rotten-tail kids," a social media

buzzword comparing jobless graduates to the

unfinished "rotten-tail buildings" that have plagued

China's real estate market since 2021. [rfa, in Chinese]

This year, a record number of college graduates are

entering a labor market struggling to recover from

COVID-19 disruptions and regulatory crackdowns in

key sectors like finance, technology, and education.
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The youth unemployment rate for those aged 16-24

surpassed 20 percent for the first time in April 2022

and reached an all-time high of 21.3 percent in June

2023. However, Chinese officials halted the release of

youth unemployment data at that point to reassess

how it was calculated. In July 2024, the reconfigured

youth unemployment rate spiked again, reaching 17.1

percent as 11.79 million students graduated into an

economy weighed down by an ongoing real estate

crisis. [Reuters 1]

President Xi Jinping has emphasized the importance of

addressing youth unemployment, with the government

implementing job fairs and supportive business

policies to encourage hiring. Despite these efforts,

many young people, even those with advanced

degrees, are struggling to find meaningful

employment.

Some young people have returned home to become

"full-time children," relying on their parents' retirement

pensions to get by, while others with post-graduate

degrees find that their qualifications are not enough to

secure employment in the challenging job market.

Faced with limited options, many graduates are forced

to lower their job expectations or take any available

work just to make ends meet. A few have even turned

to crime as a last resort.

A study published in China Higher Education Research

predicts that the supply of tertiary students will

outpace job demand from 2024 through 2037. After

that, the effects of China’s declining fertility rate will

narrow the gap, with new college graduates expected

to peak at around 18 million in 2034.  [Reuters 2]

China: Central bank’s property rescue

plan stumbles

(jf) China has disbursed only a small portion of the

RMB 500 billion (USD 70 billion) central bank fund

designed to rescue the struggling property market. The

program, launched by the People’s Bank of China

(PBoC), the country’s central bank, in May, aims to

support local government enterprises in purchasing

unsold homes, which would then be leased as social

housing.

However, by the end of June, only RMB 24.7 billion in

loans had been issued under the scheme, prompting

the PBoC to promise an acceleration of the program.

The slow uptake reflects broader challenges faced by

Beijing in stabilizing the real estate sector. Property

accounts for much of household wealth in China, and
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the prolonged slump in the sector has eroded

consumer confidence. Despite numerous measures,

such as market-based lending, demand for credit has

plummeted, with new renminbi loans to the real

economy turning negative in July for the first time since

2005.

New home sales by area are about half of what they

were three years ago, and construction starts have

fallen by two-thirds since their peak in early 2021,

despite multiple property support initiatives. Goldman

Sachs estimates that China’s inventory of unsold

housing could be up to 30 times the average monthly

sales, and to reach a manageable nine-month

inventory would require a government investment of

RMB 7.7 trillion (USD 1 trillion).

The relending program allows the PBoC to provide up

to RMB 300 billion in funds, which banks can use to

cover 60 percent of the principal of their loans,

generating up to RMB 500 billion in total lending.

However, the PBoC’s report for the second quarter

revealed that only RMB 12.1 billion of its own funds

had been drawn by June, and part of the loans issued

under the scheme had already been committed under

a previous pilot program.

The slow adoption of this and similar targeted lending

programs raises questions about the effectiveness of

Beijing’s stimulus policies. Analysts note that one issue

with the relending scheme is its reliance on high rental

yields to justify the costs for state banks, a prospect

that may not align with current economic conditions.

[Financial Times]

China: Kaisa Group expects higher net loss

for the first half of 2024

(jf) On August 22, Chinese property developer Kaisa

Group announced that it anticipates a larger net loss

for the first half of 2024, driven by a decrease in

property deliveries and higher impairment provisions

for ongoing projects. The company expects to report a

net loss of between RMB 8.8 billion and RMB 9.8 billion

(USD 1.23 billion to USD 1.37 billion) for the six months

ending June 30, compared to a net loss of RMB 6.6

billion during the same period in 2023.

China's property sector, a key component of the

nation's economy, has been in turmoil since 2021, with

housing sales plunging 6.5 percent in 2023 and 35.9

percentfrom the 2021 peak. This downturn followed

regulatory crackdowns on high developer leverage,

which triggered a liquidity crisis. The weakened market
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has resulted in fewer real-estate project completions,

leading to reduced revenue recognition for developers

like Kaisa.

Additionally, many developers are grappling with

unsold housing inventory, delayed projects, and

declining property values. These issues have forced

companies to set aside higher impairment provisions

to account for potential losses on their property

assets. Kaisa's projected net loss underscores the

continuing challenges facing the property sector in

China (see AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3) [Reuters]

China: Fashion giant Shein reveals two

child labor cases within supply chain

(jf) Chinese fast fashion giant Shein revealed in its 2023

sustainability report that it discovered two instances of

child labor within its supply chain last year. In

response, the company temporarily halted orders from

the suppliers involved and only resumed business

after the suppliers implemented measures to address

the issue. This disclosure comes as Shein faces

increasing scrutiny over labor practices, particularly as

the company is reportedly preparing for a public stock

offering.

Shein has been widely criticized for the working

conditions in factories within its supply chain, which

has raised concerns about its labor practices and

ethical standards. The company’s efforts to tighten

oversight and address labor violations, such as these

recent cases of child labor, are likely part of a broader

attempt to improve its public image ahead of a

potential stock market debut. However, ongoing

concerns about worker conditions may continue to

pose challenges for Shein as it seeks to balance rapid

growth with ethical business practices. Shein

announced that it has now tightened its supplier

policies. According to the updated regulations, any

violations related to child labor or forced labor will

result in the immediate termination of contracts. The

company stated that two incidents were discovered

during the first nine months of 2023, with no

additional cases reported in the final quarter of the

year. [BBC]

China: Courier sector issues a warning

over possibility of espionage
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(jf) China’s top intelligence agency, the Ministry of State

Security, has issued a warning to the public about

potential national security threats within the courier

industry, urging vigilance when sending and receiving

goods. This comes as Beijing intensifies its national

security efforts amid ongoing geopolitical tensions with

the US and its allies.

In a WeChat post, the ministry highlighted that foreign

spy agencies have increasingly exploited delivery

services to steal classified information in recent years.

One case involved a Chinese citizen, identified only by

the surname Zhang, who was sentenced to ten years in

prison for leaking classified documents to foreign spy

agencies via courier services. Zhang was reportedly

recruited by foreign spies and used his access to

China’s classified publications to send sensitive

materials abroad.

Additionally, the ministry mentioned another case in

which a foreign organization, disguised as a research

collaborator, attempted to send a harmful chemical

catalyst to a Chinese research institution. The ministry

warned that, if delivered, the substance could have

posed significant risks to the institution's key research

projects. Furthermore, it described instances where

foreign individuals and organizations had mailed

invasive species like red-eared slider turtles and

snapping turtles into China, which posed serious risks

to the country’s biological and ecological safety.

[WeChat in Chinese]

This warning reflects the increasing emphasis on

national security under President Xi Jinping’s

leadership, which has become a top priority for the

Chinese government, as highlighted during the

Communist Party’s third plenum in July. [South China

Morning Post]

China: Amphibious ship equipped with

laser weapon in new military

development

(dql) China appears to have installed a laser-directed

energy weapon on one of its Type 071 amphibious

transport dock ships. Images circulating on X (formerly

Twitter) show a laser with a movable dome-like cover,

positioned behind the ship's 76mm dual-purpose gun,

following a recent refit.

While the specific capabilities of the weapon and the

exact ship's details are unclear, the Type 071, which

was first commissioned in 2007 and is the PLA's largest
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amphibious ship until the Type 075 arrived in 2021, is

believed to be the vessel in question.

The installation marks a significant development as the

PLA's Type 071 is reportedly the first of China's

amphibious ships to be equipped with such a system.

This move reflects a broader global trend where major

militaries, including the US, are advancing laser-

powered weapons to counter drones, satellite

networks, and other high-tech systems.

The US has been actively developing laser weapons for

defense against drones and small boat swarms, with

notable examples including the USS Portland, which

successfully used a laser to destroy a drone in 2020,

and the USS Preble, equipped with a high-energy laser

and integrated optical dazzler. The USS Gerald R. Ford,

the latest US aircraft carrier, is also testing laser

weapons as part of an upgrade designed to address

emerging threats such as hypersonic weapons. [South

China Morning Post]

Japan: Bids for ruling party presidency

announced

(sw) On August 26, Digital Minister Taro Kono

announced his bid for the Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) presidency. Kono, who has served as both

Foreign and Defense Minister, is currently in his ninth

term in the House of Representatives and is

recognized for his reformist stance, often regarded as

politically unorthodox. Responding to the LDP scandal

over unreported fundraising income, he has urged

lawmakers who failed to properly disclose funds to

return the relevant amounts. [Mainichi]

In addition, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa

disclosed on August 25 that she has garnered support

from over 20 lawmakers to run in the party’s

presidential election. Kamikawa has been seen as one

of the frontrunners to become the country’s first

female prime minister since her appointment as the

nation's top diplomat in September 2023. [Kyodo

News]

Furthermore, Shigeru Ishiba, who announced his fifth

bid for the LDP presidency earlier last week, has

committed to restoring trust in politics following last

year's scandal that embroiled the party. His campaign

focuses on themes such as rural revitalization, disaster

prevention, and security policy. He also expressed a

desire to reduce Japan's dependence on nuclear

energy and to amend current legislation to allow

married couples to choose different surnames. Ishiba,
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who has held several party and Cabinet positions over

the years, enjoys significant popularity among the

public but has consistently struggled to secure the

backing of his fellow lawmakers. [Japan Times]

Kono, Kamikawa and Ishiba are the second, third, and

fourth candidates to enter the race, following former

Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, who

announced his candidacy earlier this month. More

candidates are expected to declare their bid, leading to

what could be the most crowded field in the party’s

nearly 70-year history.

Candidates must secure 20 signatures from LDP

lawmakers to qualify. The campaign starts on

September 12, with the final vote on September 27.

Japan: Edano runs for main opposition

party’s presidency

(sq) Yukio Edano, former chief of Japan’s main

opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan

(CDP), has announced his candidacy to reclaim the

party's presidency in next month's election. He is the

first to challenge current CDP president Kenta Izumi.

Edano, elected ten times to the Lower House, plans to

focus on redistribution policies and combat political

corruption, referencing a recent slush fund scandal in

the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP).

The victor of the CDP election may be able to contest

the LDP winner for the prime minister’s position in the

next Lower House election. [Asahi]

Japan: Tepco pauses Fukushima nuclear

debris removal operation

(sq) On September 22, Tokyo Electric Power Company

Holdings (Tepco) halted its experimental work to

extract nuclear fuel debris from Fukushima No. 2

reactor. The suspension was due to an error found in

the procedures for installing debris-removal

equipment.

Approximately 880 tons of debris are estimated to

have accumulated in the plant's reactors since the

meltdown in March 2011.

Tepco has delayed debris extraction three times since

2021, mainly because of delays in overseas equipment
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development, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

[Japan Times]

Japan: Central bank monitors market

instability

(sw) On August 23, Bank of Japan Chief Kazuo Ueda

stated that financial markets remain "unstable" and

emphasized that he will monitor developments with

"extremely high" vigilance.

Driven by concerns over a potential U.S. recession and

following weaker-than-expected economic data, the

BOJ raised its interest rate by 25 basis points in July,

leading to a sharp unwinding of yen carry trades and

causing the Nikkei 225 index to experience its biggest

one-day fall since 1987. [Mainichi]

The Nikkei has since rebounded, closing on August 22

at a three-week high. However, annual core inflation

increased from 2.6 percent in June to 2.7 percent in

July, putting inflation above the BOJ's 2 percent target

for the 28th consecutive month.

According to a Reuters poll published this week, 57

percent of economists surveyed believe the BOJ will

raise rates again by the end of this year. [Asia Nikkei]

[Reuters]

Japan: Export growth slows, volumes

continue to decline

(sw) Driven by a weaker yen, Japan's exports increased

by 10.3 percent year-on-year in July, marking the

eighth consecutive month of growth, though slightly

below the forecasted 11.4 percent according to data

from the Ministry of Finance.

Despite the rise in value, export volumes declined by

5.2 percent, extending their downturn to a sixth

consecutive month. [Reuters]

Mongolia: Law on energy and adopt Big

Data for decision-making to be amended

(to) During a regular Cabinet session on August 21, the

Mongolian government announced reforms aimed at

improving the energy sector and enhancing decision-

making processes. Minister Dorjkhand Togmid
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revealed plans to amend the Law on Energy, focusing

on creating a favorable investment environment,

implementing large-scale energy projects, and

transforming state-owned companies into open joint-

stock companies to boost transparency and

governance.

These amendments align with Mongolia’s broader

goals of supporting the energy sector’s investment

landscape and ensuring full cost recovery through

gradual tariff increases​. [Mongolian News Agency 1]

The Head of the Cabinet Secretariat, Uchral Nyam-

Osor, furthermore introduced the e-Cabinet 2.0

update, which includes a dashboard for Big Data-based

decision-making. This initiative aims to integrate real-

time data from various state institutions into the

government’s decision-making process, optimizing

resource use and improving policy outcomes. The

dashboard will consolidate data across 24 groups and

254 indicators, including economic, health, and social

welfare metrics, allowing for informed decisions at all

administrative levels. [Mongolian News Agency 2]

Mongolia: Central bank earns A- Grade in

Global Finance’s 2024 Central Banker

Report Cards

(to) On August 23, 204, the 2024 Central Banker Report

Cards by Global Finance magazine announced that the

Central Bank of Mongolia has been awarded an A-

grade, recognizing the bank’s success in areas such as

inflation control, economic growth, currency stability,

and interest rate management. The annual report

evaluates the performance of central bank governors

from nearly 100 key countries, including the European

Union and various regional central banks.

The A- grade awarded to the Central Bank of Mongolia

signifies an excellent performance in managing

inflation, economic growth, currency stability, and

interest rate management. The grades range from “A+”

to “F”, in which “A” marks an excellent performance

and “F” marks a failure. 25 countries currently hold an

“A” grade. These include Denmark, India, and

Switzerland with A+; Brazil, Chile, and South Africa with

A; and Cambodia, Canada, and the USA with A-​.

[NewsMN]

Mongolia: Gashuunsukhait-Gantsmod

railway project to boost coal exports
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accelerated

(to) On August 21, the Mongolian government

announced the acceleration of the Gashuunsukhait-

Gantsmod cross-border railway project, aiming to

increase coal exports by 30 million tons annually. This

project, which connects Mongolia’s Tavan Tolgoi coal

mines to the Chinese border, is a top priority among

14 mega projects in Mongolia’s Action Program. The

Action Program is Mongolia’s plan that sets out the

main goals and priorities for the country's

development over the next four years.

Initially agreed upon in 2014 through a Memorandum

of Cooperation between Mongolia’s then-Minister of

Economy and the Chinese Minister of Commerce, the

project had faced delays but is now moving forward

under the directive of the Cabinet Secretariat, led by

Uchral Nyam-Osor. The completion of this railway is

expected to significantly enhance Mongolia’s coal trade

with China, contributing to the country’s economic

growth. [Mongolian News Agency]

Mongolia: Trade fair showcasing Chinese

goods opens in Ulaanbaatar

(to) On August 23, a trade fair showcasing Chinese

goods opened at the Misheel Expo International

Exhibition Center in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, aiming to

strengthen economic relations between China and

Mongolia. Co-organized by the Trade Development

Bureau of China’s Ministry of Commerce and the

Bureau of Commerce of the Inner Mongolia

Autonomous Region, the three-day event lines up with

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Mongolia’s

Prairie Road development strategy. [Xinhua 1]

The Prairie Road development in Mongolia is a major

infrastructure project aimed at improving

transportation connectivity, especially in rural areas. Its

goal is to boost economic growth and regional

integration. By upgrading key roadways across the

country’s vast steppes, this initiative seeks to enhance

access to markets, services, and social infrastructure

while also supporting Mongolia’s integration into

regional economic corridors. Unlike the BRI’s broader

international scope, Mongolia’s project is aimed at

boosting internal trade, access to services, and

reducing regional inequalities, while also positioning

the country more effectively within the regional

economic networks fostered by initiatives such as the

BRI.
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Featuring over 70 Chinese companies, the fair at the

Misheel Expo International Exhibition Center displays a

wide range of products, including technology,

automobiles, heavy machinery, and household

appliances. This event is part of ongoing efforts to

enhance bilateral trade, attract investment, and

explore new avenues for cooperation between the two

neighboring countries. [Xinhua 2]

North Korea: Military draft causes labor

shortage

(jb) An abrupt military draft announcement issued by

North Korea in late July has led to labor shortages in

factories, farms, mines, and other workplaces as young

workers were selected for the draft with little due

notice. Employers are reported to have requested at

least a month’s notice before the draft.

The drafts, which usually occur in April and September,

target recent high school graduates and early career

workers aged 20-22, respectively. The sudden draft

was conducted due to a shortage in the April

recruitment, leading to the North Korean military

picking workers employed for a while. Consequently, a

month later, employers in North Korean workplaces

face worker shortage.

North Korea’s universal conscription system ensures

that all North Korean men serve in the Korean People’s

Army at least once in their lifetime, with registration

beginning once they turn 18 years of age. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Table tennis players undergo

ideological evaluation for smiling next to

South Korean athletes

(ac) A South Korean news outlet specializing in North

Korean affairs reported that two North Korean table

tennis players, who returned from the Paris Olympics

with a silver medal in mixed doubles, are undergoing

ideological evaluation in Pyongyang. The primary

reason cited was their appearance smiling alongside

South Korean athletes while taking a selfie on the

podium during the medal ceremony.

The news underscores how the North Korean regime

perceives stays in non-Communist countries: namely

as "exposure to contamination," from which returnees

must undergo cleansing.
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Western media outlets such as the BBC and People

hailed this as a "rare encounter that seemed to break

down barriers," and included it among the top 12

moments showcasing sportsmanship during the Paris

Olympics, respectively. [The Korea Times] [Daily NK in

Korean]

North Korea: Kim Jong Un supervises

development of drones

(ac) On August 26, North Korea leader Kim Jong Un

visited the Drone Institute of the Academy of Defense

Sciences to inspect the performance test of various

drones, emphasizing the development and production

of more suicide drones to enhance North Korea’s war

readiness.

Kim highlighted the need to create diverse ranges of

drones to improve the country’s capabilities and

indicated potential projects to integrate artificial

intelligence into drone development. The test

development of drones followed the year-end party

meeting in December 2023, where Kim Jong Un and

the party vowed to develop advanced unmanned

combat equipment, including drones. 

North Korea’s state media, Korean Central National

Agency (KCNA), released photos of Kim doing

inspections in the drones' industry and drones flying

along in the preset course test and successfully landing

on designed targets on land and at sea. Photos

released by KCNA also showed that the mock targets

resemble the K-2 tanks, marking the first time North

Korea has publicly unveiled such weapons on media.

[Yonhap News] [KCNA]

North Korea: Naval base expanded

(jb) North Korea is making headway in its expansion of

a naval port in Muncheon on the east coast, where a

portion of the Korean People’s Army (KPA) Navy Unit

Base 155 was demolished in April to work towards the

port’s expansion. State media released aerial

photographs of the progress of construction at the site

when North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visited the site

on August 21, where he was informed about the plans

for the port. [NK News]

Last year, around the time of the Ulchi Freedom Shield

drills, Kim had visited the port to inspect Patrol Ship

661, one of the latest strategic warships built by North

Korea at the time. Since then, the aerial photographs
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show the construction of several buildings and a new

quay for the port. North Korea’s plans to combat U.S.

reconnaissance flights off the east coast with the use

of their anti-aircraft-missile ships were foiled by

experts who argued that the ROK and the U.S. could

easily locate the ships. [NK News]

The expansion of the port at Muncheon belies the

state’s previous project until 2021 to build a port that

could accommodate Navy Unit Base 291, which has

since been abandoned. Kim had commented on the

need for war readiness during his inspection trip last

year and informed the Rodong Sinmun, the official

newspaper of the Worker’s Party of Korea, that there

was a need for “modernizing the arms and equipment

of the navy”. While there were competing reports on

the efficacy of Patrol Ship 661 and its nature as an anti-

aircraft-missile, the expansion of the port at Muncheon

brings with it concerns about the nature of ships to be

deployed by the North Korean Navy as well as their

plans against long-range air defense. [NK News]

South Korea: Unification minister clarifies

misunderstandings over president’s

“unification plan” remarks

(ac) Following South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol’s

presentation of the "Inter-Korean Unification Vision"

on National Liberation Day (see AiR No. 34,

August/2024, 3), speculation arose about whether

Yoon aims for the absorption of North Korea. Analysts

have suggested that Yoon's doctrine might indirectly

seek the collapse of the North Korean regime, as it

emphasizes principles of independence, peace, and

democracy – values in stark contrast to North Korea’s.

To address these concerns, South Korea’s Minister of

Unification, Kim Yung-Ho, clarified Yoon's intentions

during a foreign press briefing on August 22. Kim

defended Yoon’s plan, asserting that it involves South

Korea’s active role in fostering dialogue between the

two Koreas, while refusing to recognize the regime in

the North.

He emphasized that the establishment of a working-

level consultative body for dialogue is a crucial element

of the unification plan. South Korea has proposed

creating this mechanism and has directly invited North

Korea to engage in discussions on socio-political

issues, urging them to respond to the unification

initiative. [Korea Joongang News]
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South Korea: EV manufacturers required

to disclose battery information

(ac) On August 25, South Korea’s government and its

supporting People Power Party (PPP) reached an

agreement on mandating electric vehicle (EV)

manufacturers to disclose their battery suppliers amid

growing concerns about the durability and safety of

the EV battery.

The manufacturers will now be required to get the

battery certification system approval from the Ministry

of Land, Infrastructure and Transport to verify the

safety standards, a procedure that was once voluntary.

The move comes after the country has recently faced a

series of electric vehicle (EV) fires, the most notable of

which occurred on August 1 in an underground

parking garage in Incheon. A Mercedes EQE EV,

equipped with a Chinese battery, exploded, injuring 23

people, damaging 880 vehicles, and causing a week-

long water supply outage for nearly 500 households.

This incident has shaken the EV and battery industries,

leading to the unprecedented disclosure of previously

confidential battery brands. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Defense drills held in

eastern islets of Dokdo

(ac) On August 21, South Korea conducted regular

defense drills in the waters near the eastern islets of

Dokdo, marking the fifth such exercise since President

Yoon Yuk Seol assumed office in May 2022. Military

officials provided limited details, noting that this drill

was conducted on a smaller scale compared to

previous ones, without the involvement of fighter jets

or landing maneuvers.

The last drill at Dokdo took place in December 2023

and included navy and coast guard vessels. That

exercise prompted a protest from Tokyo, which Seoul

dismissed. The islets of Dokdo have long been a point

of territorial dispute between South Korea and Japan,

with Japan repeatedly asserting its sovereignty over the

islets in policy papers, public statements, and

educational materials.

However, this year's drill was viewed in the context of

improving relations between South Korea and Japan,

as they work to strengthen security cooperation with

the U.S. amid growing threats from North Korea. 

[Yonhap News]
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South Korea: Defense drills on

cybersecurity and oil supply training

conducted

(ac) South Korea’s National Security Council (NSC)

carried out cyber security defense drills on two days

last week, in conjunction with the annual the Ulchi

Freedom Shield joint military exercise officially that

commenced on August 19.

The civil defense exercise dills aimed to enhance joint

capabilities and responses between government

agencies and public or private entities in an event of

hybrid warfare of cyber threats and military

provocations. [Yonhap News 1]

In addition, the military also staged a two-day joint

training with local governments, the police forces, and

the oil refiner company, HD Hyundai Oil bank Co, in

Seosan, southwest of Seoul. The event aimed to

enhance logistics readiness and response capabilities

to defend oil supply in an event of war. [Yonhap News

2]

South Korea: Parliamentary committee

hearing on allegation of media control by

government held

(ac) On August 22, the parliamentary broadcasting and

communications committee held a hearing on the

government's alleged media control, despite a boycott

by ruling People Power Party (PPP) lawmakers. The PPP

argued that it was inappropriate to proceed with the

hearing while a motion to impeach Korea

Communications Commission (KCC) Chairperson Lee

Jin-sook is still pending at the Constitutional Court. PPP

Rep. Choi Hyung-du stated that forcing KCC officials to

testify under such circumstances amounted to

coercion.

The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has

accused President Yoon Suk Yeol's government of

attempting to control public broadcasting and led the

National Assembly's impeachment of KCC Chairperson

Lee earlier this month. One key reason for the

impeachment was Lee's approval of director

appointments at public broadcasting stations on her

first day in office, despite the KCC's standing

committee lacking a full complement of members.
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The DP claims that this action violated the law, while

the PPP blames the DP for the incomplete committee,

citing the opposition's failure to recommend its share

of standing commissioners (see AiR No. 32,

August/2024, 1).

The KCC has been a point of contention between the

rival parties, as it holds the authority to recommend

and appoint board members of public broadcasters,

which play a significant role in shaping public opinion.

The Constitutional Court's decision on Lee's

impeachment, expected in a few months, will

determine whether she remains in office. [Yonhap

News]

South Korea: Advisory body for

constitutional revision to be launched

(jb) Political debate around the need for the revision of

the Constitution was renewed once more with National

Assembly Speaker Woo Won Shik emphasizing the

urgency of the matter. He stated that as it is “difficult

to establish a special committee for constitutional

amendment”, plans were underway for the formation

of an advisory committee. The debate revolves around

the effectiveness of policy when the Constitution of

South Korea currently restricts the Presidential term to

a single 5-year term. The advisory committee will push

for consecutive 4-year terms mirroring American

elections to achieve long-term policy success.

The opposition-led Assembly is currently facing

criticism regarding their advocacy for constitutional

amendment, with Woo arguing that he is open to “a

single, or even partial changes, or an overhaul.” The

debate is set against the backdrop of the inauguration

of the 22nd National Assembly, the ceremony for which

was postponed from July 5 to September 2. The ruling

party continued to hint at boycotting the event, while

Woo requested President Yoon Suk Yeol to attend the

ceremony in hopes of providing a unifying message to

both the ruling and main opposition parties. [Korea

Herald]

South Korea: Prosecutors clear First Lady

in controversial case of accepting luxury

bag as gift

(jb) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol’s wife, who

faced anti-graft charges for accepting a luxury bag as a

gift, has been cleared by the Seoul Central District
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Prosecutors Office. The bag, which was valued at USD

2255, was alleged to have been gifted to her by

American pastor Choi Jae Young in September 2022.

The prosecutorial team reported its findings to the

Prosecutor General on August 22 and considered the

bag to be a personal gift as opposed to a bribe that

was linked to President Yoon’s official duties. [Anadolu

Agency]

South Korea: Rival parties clash over

prosecution's decision to drop charges

against first lady

(jb) In response to the South Korean prosecution

dropping its anti-graft charges against the First Lady of

South Korea (see article above), lawmakers of the main

opposition Democratic Party (DP) contested the move

and termed it an “unjust” and lenient investigation.

Justice Minister Park Sung Jae has been requested to

reinvestigate the matter by the DP’s representative Lee

Sung Yoon, who previously served as Chief Prosecutor

for the Seoul Central District Prosecutor’s Office.

The drop in charges has been seen by members of the

DP to be a bribery loophole which would allow public

officials to accept gifts through their spouses under the

guise of personal affection or favor. The ruling People

Power Party argued that the Anti-Graft law does not

even forbid the acceptance of gifts as bribes by

spouses of public officials. The debate surrounding

anti-graft laws came on Friday, when the SCDPO

presented its findings to the Prosecutor General a day

previously. [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan: Government approves TWD 3.33

trillion budget for 2025

(jp) On August 21, Taiwan's Cabinet approved a central

government budget of TWD 3.33 trillion (USD 104.2

billion) for the fiscal year 2025, marking significant

increases in funding for fraud prevention and water

control systems. The budget comprises a TWD 3.13

trillion baseline budget and a TWD 199.8 billion special

budget. It will be submitted to the Legislature for final

approval at the end of the month.

Key highlights of the budget include funding for

combating fraud will surge to TWD 7.3 billion, a

dramatic 480 percent increase from the current TWD
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1.3 billion. This boost will primarily support the

National Police Agency’s anti-fraud efforts, with its

budget rising from TWD 530 million in 2024 to TWD

5.74 billion.

Spending on water control improvements will grow by

40.4 percent, from TWD 39.2 billion to TWD 55.1 billion.

This increase is in response to the extensive damage

from Typhoon Gaemi, which caused severe flooding in

July.

Investment in energy transition projects, including

wind power and efficiency improvements, will rise to

TWD 116.1 billion, up 21.6 percent from the current

year. Public infrastructure spending will increase by

11.7 percent to TWD 648.3 billion, while defense

spending will grow by 7.7 percent to TWD 647 billion.

Lastly, an additional TWD 130 billion will be allocated

to the Labor Insurance Fund, and TWD 100 billion will

be injected into Taiwan Power Company (Taipower) to

address financial shortfalls and rising operational

costs. [Focus Taiwan]

The government anticipates a 15.7 percent increase in

total tax revenue and other proceeds, reaching TWD

3.15 trillion. The shortfall of TWD 178.9 billion between

spending and revenue will be covered through

borrowing, according to the Directorate-General of

Budget, Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS). [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Executive Yuan approves

construction of seven indigenous

submarines

(jp) The Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s Cabinet, has

approved the Ministry of National Defense (MND)

request to build seven domestically designed

submarines, based on the "Narwhal" (Hai Kun)

prototype launched in September 2023. The decision,

announced on August 22, authorizes a 13-year project,

slated from 2025 to 2038, with an estimated cost of

TWD 284 billion (USD 8.88 billion).

Premier Cho Jung-tai signed off on the plan, marking a

significant commitment to the Indigenous Defense

Submarine (IDS) program aimed to bolster Taiwan's

naval capabilities amid rising regional tensions. [Focus

Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Chunghwa Telecom Chairman

accused of special breach of trust over

Olympic broadcasting deal

(jp) Chunghwa Telecom Co. Chairman Kuo Shui-yi is

facing allegations of a special breach of trust after the

company contributed over TWD 400 million (USD 12.53

million) to help ELTA TV secure exclusive broadcasting

rights for this year's Olympics in Taiwan. The

accusation was made public on August 20 by

Kuomintang (KMT) Taipei City Councilor Yang Chih-tou,

who lodged an official complaint with the Taipei

District Prosecutors Office.

ELTA TV obtained the Olympic broadcasting rights after

receiving substantial financial support, including TWD

400 million from Chunghwa Telecom and an additional

TWD 80 million (USD 2.51 million) from the Sports

Administration, reducing its own payment for the

rights to just TWD 20 million. Yang pointed out that

ELTA also collected TWD 18 million (USD 565,797. 53) in

fees from Taiwan Public Television Service and Chinese

Television System for broadcasting and news footage

rights.

Yang alleged that Kuo acted in violation of his duties,

engaging in transactions that were not aligned with

Chunghwa Telecom's business interests and resulted

in significant financial losses for the company. He

accused Kuo of intending to benefit himself or a third

party, filing charges under the Securities and Exchange

Act for a special trust breach. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Taiwan People's Party suspends

Huang Shan-shan over finance scandal

(jp) The opposition Taiwan People's Party (TPP)

announced on August 20 that it has suspended the

membership of Huang Shan-shan for three years due

to her involvement in a financial scandal within the

party. Despite the suspension, Huang's legislative seat

remains unaffected.

Due to the suspension, Huang will lose her role as

deputy head of the TPP legislative caucus and her

position on the central committee, though she had

already resigned from the central committee. Huang,

who led the campaign office for TPP Chairman Ko Wen-

je's presidential bid in the upcoming January 13

election, has expressed willingness to take full

responsibility for the allegations regarding flawed

reporting of political donations and expenses.
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The TPP's central review committee, led by Lee Wei-

hua, stated that the party will continue investigating

the financial misreporting and will also assess Huang's

eligibility to remain a lawmaker. Additionally, the

committee decided to expel Lee Wen-tsung, the

finance chief for Ko's campaign, and Tuanmu Cheng,

an accountant contracted by the party's finance

department. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Seven detained green energy

corruption crackdown

(jp) The Taiwan Changhua District Prosecutors Office

detained seven individuals on August 21 as part of an

ongoing investigation into green energy-related

corruption. The detainees include local officials from

Chutang Township in Changhua County, Erlun

Township in Yunlin County, and several facilitators. The

detentions aim to prevent further contact with

potential co-conspirators.

The operation, conducted in collaboration with the

Ministry of Justice's Investigation Bureau and the

Agency Against Corruption, involved raids at 48

locations and the seizure of TWD 7.27 million (USD

227,859) in cash. Following the interrogation of 41

individuals, the seven detainees were held, while the

remaining were granted bail ranging from TWD

100,000 to TWD 1.2 million (USD 3,143.32 to USD

37,719.84).

This crackdown is the third in a series of investigations

targeting corruption in the green energy sector across

Taiwan, led by the Supreme Prosecutors Office. To

date, these efforts have resulted in the seizure of TWD

12.29 million (USD 386,313.98) and the indictment of

several individuals. Previous investigations revealed

that Yunlin County Council Speaker Huang Kai allegedly

received bribes to assist a solar energy provider, and a

Chiayi County township construction department head

is accused of requesting bribes from a green energy

provider. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: DPP lawmaker Lin I-chin released

on bail amid corruption probe

(jp) Main opposition Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) lawmaker Lin I-chin and five aides were released

on bail on August 22 as investigations continue into

allegations of corruption involving Lin’s legislative

office. The Tainan District Prosecutors Office

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ik/


conducted searches at Lin's legislative office in Taipei

and her constituency service center in Tainan on

August 21.

Lin, who represents Tainan's 4th electoral district, was

granted bail of TWD 1 million (USD 31,291) on charges

of suspected embezzlement and document forgery.

She is also prohibited from leaving Taiwan. Five of her

subordinates were released on bail amounts ranging

from TWD 30,000 to TWD 100,000 (USD 943 to USD

3,143.32). Prosecutors have sought the detention of

Lin’s service center director, surnamed Huang, on

concerns that Huang may attempt to collude with

other suspects or destroy evidence. Of the 19

individuals questioned, 15 are considered suspects

and four are witnesses.

In response to the investigation, Lin expressed her

commitment to cooperate fully with the judicial

process, emphasizing her dedication to clarifying the

case and setting a good example as a legislator. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: New Taipei City government

reprimanded for mishandling child abuse

case

(jp) The Control Yuan, the supervisory and auditory

branch of the government in Taiwan, has reprimanded

the New Taipei City government for its mishandling of

an alleged child abuse case at a preschool in Banqiao

District. The watchdog’s findings, released on August

22, reveal significant shortcomings in the city

government’s investigation into the suspected

drugging of children at a private preschool.

According to the Control Yuan, the city government

failed to adequately investigate multiple reports from

parents about the abuse, which emerged in May 2023.

Despite public outcry, the city’s response was deemed

insufficient and undermined public confidence. The

city's Education Department conducted an inspection

on May 15, 2023, without securing crucial surveillance

footage or interviewing relevant witnesses, leading to

incomplete findings. The Control Yuan criticized the

Education Department's failure to properly release

drug test results and manage the transfer of children

to other preschools.

The Control Yuan's investigation was triggered by

complaints from parents, and it has urged both the

New Taipei City government and the Ministry of Justice

to review and improve their procedures to prevent

future occurrences. Although prosecutors initially
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decided not to press charges against the preschool

staff, the case was reopened in September 2023, with

hopes that the new investigation, supported by the

recently obtained surveillance footage, will clarify the

situation. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: CO2 leak halts construction at Hai

Long Wind Farm, injures 17 workers

(jp) Work at the Hai Long wind farm's on-shore

construction site in Changhua County has been

suspended following a carbon dioxide (CO2) leak that

injured 17 workers. The incident occurred on August

20 when workers were filling 200 cylinders with CO2,

according to the site contractor, Teco Electrics &

Machinery Co. Teco has stated that a safety

examination and assessment of financial losses are

currently underway. Of the 17 injured workers, seven

remain hospitalized. Three of them are in critical

condition, with a coma scale score of 3, indicating

severe brain injury. The other 10 injured workers have

been discharged.

The cause of the leak is believed to be improper

operation and installation of the high-pressure

cylinders by on-site staff. Teco acknowledged this in

their statement, noting that they are reviewing the

potential losses and insurance claims. Additionally, the

Ministry of Labor has announced a fine of TWD

300,000 (USD 9,383) due to inadequate occupational

health and safety measures, as initial inspections

revealed a lack of preventive measures against gas

leaks and improper labeling of equipment.

In response to the incident, Teco plans to implement

several safety improvements. These include installing

safety equipment, anti-leakage devices, and proper

safety measures in the high-pressure cylinder room.

The company also plans to provide additional training

for workers, conduct self-inspections, and deploy

monitoring staff on-site to enhance operation control.

The Changhua County Government has also stepped

in, assigning occupational disaster specialists to assist

the affected workers with compensation claims and

providing legal consultation services. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Tien-Kung III and Patriot PAC-IIs

launched in public missile drills

(jp) On August 20, Taiwan's military showcased its

missile capabilities by conducting a precision live-fire
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drill at Jiupeng Base in southern Pingtung County. The

exercises featured the firing of Taiwan's indigenous

Tien-Kung III (Sky Bow III) land-based surface-to-air

missile and U.S.-made Patriot PAC-II surface-to-air

missiles.

While the military allowed media coverage of these

specific exercises, speculation arose regarding the

possible test launch of an expanded version of the

Hsiung Feng II-E ("Brave Wind II-E") surface-to-surface

land-attack cruise missile. The extended-range version

of this missile, reportedly capable of reaching up to

1,200 kilometers, could potentially target inland areas

of China. However, this portion of the drills was not

confirmed or denied by military officials and was not

open to the media.

The military stated that all live-fire drills were

conducted in line with the military's annual plan, but

he refrained from commenting on specific missile

systems tested due to their sensitive nature. Jiupeng

Base, a long-established site for Taiwan's military and

its National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and

Technology (NCSIST), has rarely opened its precision

missile drills to the public, with the last such event

occurring in 2012. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: President Lai Ching-te urges unity

in defense of Taiwan during Kinmen visit

(jp) President Lai Ching-te called for unity among the

people of Taiwan to defend the Republic of China

(ROC) during a visit to Kinmen on August 23. This visit

was Lai's first to Kinmen, an outlying county less than

10 kilometers from China's southeast coast, since

taking office in May. The visit marked the 66th

anniversary of the 823 Artillery Bombardment, a

significant event in the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis that

began on August 23, 1958. Lai emphasized the

importance of preserving the spirit of the soldiers who

resisted the Chinese bombardment, ensuring that their

sacrifices are not forgotten.

Historical records indicate that 475,000 artillery shells

were fired at Kinmen over 44 days, but the ROC forces

successfully resisted the attack. Lai urged the people of

Taiwan to continue defending the ROC and protecting

Taiwan and its outlying islands, including Penghu,

Kinmen, and Matsu. Earlier in the day, Lai laid a wreath

at a memorial shrine in Kinmen to honor the victims of

the 823 bombardments.

Lai addressed China's increasing infiltration and

propaganda efforts aimed at creating division in
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Taiwan. He stressed the need for unity to counter

these threats and expressed a desire for peaceful

cross-strait development. Lai reaffirmed Taiwan's

commitment to its free way of life and its rejection of

rule by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). He

highlighted plans to boost military capabilities and

budget, aiming to improve personnel care, training,

and weaponry. Lai also emphasized Taiwan's

willingness to collaborate with global democracies to

ensure peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait and the

broader Indo-Pacific region. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Government allocates TWD 146.6

billion for science and medical

development in 2025

(jp) Premier Cho Jung-tai announced on August 26 that

Taiwan's government has earmarked TWD 146.6 billion

(USD 4.6 billion) for science and medical development

in 2025. This represents a 14.9 percent increase from

the previous year's budget. Speaking at a Bio Taiwan

Committee meeting, Cho highlighted Taiwan's global

reputation in high-tech industries, including

semiconductors and artificial intelligence (AI), and

emphasized the strong foundation of the country's

biotech industry.

Cho reiterated the government's commitment to

positioning Taiwan as a leader in advanced medical

technologies through ongoing legislative reforms. He

acknowledged the challenges posed by an aging

population, industrial supply chain shifts, and the rise

of AI but affirmed the administration’s dedication to

enhancing medical investment to ensure a healthy

future for Taiwan.

The premier also praised the collaboration between

the public sector, academia, and industry, which has

contributed to Taiwan's world-class medical quality. He

noted that Taiwan's healthcare index has ranked first

globally for six consecutive years, reflecting significant

advancements in smart healthcare and information

computer technology (ICT). Cho encouraged continued

innovation and development in the medical sector,

leveraging Taiwan’s strengths in AI-driven healthcare

and ICT to build a thriving industrial chain. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Taiwan People’s Party addresses

questions over Ko office space purchase
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(jp) Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) Chair Ko Wen-je

addressed concerns on August 26 about his recent

office purchase from TPP party headquarters following

a leak. Ko clarified that he used election subsidies in

accordance with established practices of major parties

and TPP rules. According to these rules, one-third of

the subsidies are allocated to the party, while the

remainder is designated for personal use. Ko explained

that he purchased the office space for long-term use,

following the precedent set by past presidential

candidates.

The controversy was brought to light by Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) Taipei City Councilor Lin Yen-

feng during a press conference, where she highlighted

the TWD 43 million (USD 1.34 million) purchase of an

office space in the Jinan Building on May 10. Lin

questioned the financial transparency of the purchase.

TPP explained that political funds, including donations

and subsidies, are meant for personal use after a

campaign. Ko Wen-je allocated most of these to the

party, using the rest for personal expenses like the

office purchase. TPP cited former President Tsai Ing-

wen’s use of a personal office post-presidency, but

Tsai’s spokesperson, Tsai Shu-jing, clarified that Tsai

never bought property with election subsidies, opting

to rent offices. Tsai Shu-jing also noted that President

Lai Ching-te split his TWD 160 million (USD 5 million)

campaign subsidies between charity, DPP support, and

party contributions, in line with party regulations.

[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Defense Ministry announces new

Harpoon missile base

(jp) On August 26, Taiwan’s Ministry of National

Defense revealed plans to establish a second Harpoon

missile base in Pingtung. The Navy Command began

the bidding process for the base in June, and the final

contract, valued at TWD 1.28 billion (USD 41.5 million),

was awarded on August 26. Construction is set to start

at the end of August and is expected to be completed

by August 2027.

This new base follows the awarding of a contract on

August 22 for Taiwan’s first Harpoon missile base in

Tainan, with another base planned for Kaohsiung.

These developments are part of Taiwan’s broader

efforts to strengthen its coastal defense capabilities

through the acquisition of Harpoon missiles from the

United States.
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In 2021, the military allocated TWD 86.6 billion (USD

2.71 billion) to support the procurement of these

missiles, with the US approving the sale of 100 sets of

land-based Harpoon coastal defense systems to

Taiwan in 2020. The package includes 400 RGM-84L-4

Block II land-launched Harpoon missiles, along with

necessary equipment and vehicles. The delivery of

these weapons is expected to be completed by 2030.

[Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Court allows detention of

two journalists amid protest chaos

(lm) A court in Dhaka, Bangladesh, has granted police

permission to detain and interrogate two journalists,

Shakil Ahmed and Farzana Rupa, for four days in

connection with the death of a garment worker during

recent protests that led to the resignation of former

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in early August. The

journalists, formerly with the pro-Hasina Ekattor TV,

were arrested at the airport while attempting to leave

for Paris with their daughter. Authorities allege that the

couple incited Hasina's government to use force

against protesters during the quota reform movement.

The situation in Bangladesh remains tense as the

country undergoes significant political changes under

interim leader Muhammad Yunus. Over 1,800 local

officials have been removed from their posts, and

widespread violence during the protests has resulted

in more than 650 deaths. Human Rights Watch and the

United Nations have expressed concern about the
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arrests, emphasizing the need for reform rather than

reprisals against former government supporters.

[Voice of America] [Associated Press]

Retired Supreme Court judge Manik arrested while

attempting to flee to India, hospitalized with critical

injuries

In a related development, retired Supreme Court judge

AHM Shamsuddin Chowdhury Manik was hospitalized

with critical injuries after being attacked by locals while

being produced before a Sylhet court. The 75-year-old

was beaten, resulting in internal bleeding and a

ruptured testicle. He was later sent to Sylhet MAG

Osmani Medical College Hospital from Sylhet Central

Jail. [The Daily Star 1]

Manik had gained attention for his support of former

Prime Minister Hasina during the protests. He had

publicly criticized the protesting students, referring to

them as "Razakars," a term associated with militias

involved in atrocities during Bangladesh's 1971

Liberation War. Manik was initially detained by the

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) while trying to flee to

India. Despite his severe injuries, police did not

arrange for his immediate treatment, which only

occurred after he was transferred to jail custody.

[Hindustan Times] [NDTV]

Salman, Anisul, Dipu Moni on fresh remand

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court placed several high-profile

individuals, including Salman F Rahman, former law

minister Anisul Huq, former social welfare minister

Dipu Moni, former chief whip ASM Feroz, and former

army officer Maj Gen Ziaul Ahsan, on remand for

interrogation in connection with various murder cases.

The remand orders are linked to incidents during the

quota reform protests in July, involving the deaths of

students and shopkeepers in different areas of Dhaka.

Despite not being named in the original FIRs, the

individuals were arrested and have undergone

multiple phases of remand as part of the investigation.

[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Former Prime Minister

Hasina named in 11 new criminal cases;

faces 60 total

(gs/lm) Bangladesh’s former Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina has been accused in 12 new legal cases,

bringing the total number of cases against the former

leader, who fled the country on August 5, to 61. These

new cases are predominantly linked to the violent
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events that occurred during the recent student

protests, which ultimately led to her stepping down

from office and fleeing to India. Of the new cases, 10

are related to deaths that occurred during the

protests, while another concerns the death of a former

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) official in 2010. Additionally,

an abduction case has been filed by the father of a

victim of enforced disappearance in 2013.

Hasina, along with several of her former ministers,

high-ranking officials, and law enforcement officers, is

accused of serious charges, including murder, crimes

against humanity, and abduction. Some of the notable

figures implicated alongside her include former army

chief Aziz Ahmed, ministers Obaidul Quader, Anisul

Huq, and former inspector general of police

Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: BNP holds meeting with like-

minded parties

(lm) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) held a

meeting with its 12-party alliance and other like-

minded parties to address the political situation

following the fall of the Awami League government.

The meeting, led by BNP's Nazrul Islam Khan, focused

on supporting the interim government and stabilizing

the country through collaboration. Party leaders also

discussed responses to the flood crisis and ways to

support injured students from recent protests. The

attendees resolved to increase aid efforts for flood

victims and protect the country's citizens against

threats, emphasizing their commitment to

safeguarding national well-being. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: FBCCI calls for elimination of

black money whitening provision,

simplified tax processes

(lm) The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of

Commerce and Industries (FBCCI) has called for the

elimination of a provision allowing black money to be

whitened by paying a 15 percent tax, arguing that it

creates unfairness between honest and corrupt

taxpayers and undermines efforts to build a

corruption-free society. This demand was made during

a meeting with the newly appointed National Board of

Revenue (NBR) Chairman Md Abdur Rahman Khan,

who agreed that the amnesty for black money is

"unexpected and indecent."
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The FBCCI also urged the NBR to simplify customs duty

processes, curb taxpayer harassment during audits,

and implement automated taxation systems. They

proposed the creation of a hotline or complaint center

for businesses facing harassment and advocated for

the expansion of the tax base to improve the tax-GDP

ratio.

The NBR chairman assured the business community of

his commitment to improving the business

environment and invited private sector participation in

upcoming task forces to review tax rules. He also

encouraged businesses to report dishonest officials

and conduct their operations ethically. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Under new leadership, BSEC

to focus on good governance,

transparency

(lm) The Bangladesh Securities and Exchange

Commission (BSEC), under its new chairman

Khondoker Rashed Maqsood, will prioritize ensuring

good governance and transparency to restore investor

confidence in the country's stock market. Maqsood,

appointed to the role on August 18, stated that the

regulator would focus on addressing alleged

irregularities from the past 15 years, emphasizing that

the path to reform would be challenging and time-

consuming.

At a press briefing, Maqsood highlighted that the BSEC

would work to improve governance both within the

commission itself and in the broader market. He

stressed the need for transparency and the

enforcement of rules and regulations, avoiding

artificial mechanisms to boost confidence. The BSEC

will monitor intermediaries and listed companies to

ensure they are operating with integrity, and will

emphasize the inclusion of truly independent directors

on company boards.

Maqsood also noted that the commission would

conduct investigations into past irregularities and take

necessary punitive measures. Additionally, the BSEC

plans to review and amend market regulations,

including circuit breaker and floor price policies, to

better protect investors. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Central bank hikes policy

rate to 9 percent to tackle inflation
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(lm) Bangladesh's central bank, under new Governor

Ahsan H Mansur, raised its policy rate by 50 basis

points to 9 percent, marking the third hike this year, in

a bid to combat rising inflation. The standing lending

facility rate was also increased by 50 bps to 10.5

percent, and the standing deposit facility rate rose by

50 bps to 7.5 percent. These changes take effect

immediately.

This policy adjustment follows recent remarks by

Mansur, who was appointed governor after a series of

high-level resignations following the fall of Sheikh

Hasina's government. Inflation in Bangladesh surged

to a record 11.66 per cent in July, up from 9.72 per cent

in June, prompting the bank to tighten monetary

policy. The central bank anticipates inflation to stabilize

at around 5-6 per cent within the next seven to eight

months as interest rates continue to rise. [bbc]

[Fibre2Fashion]

Central bank in talks with IMF for extra USD 3 billion loan

Bangladesh is also grappling with broader economic

challenges, including currency pressure, reduced

remittances, and disrupted garment exports due to

political unrest. The central bank is in discussions with

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to augment a

USD 4.7 billion bailout with an additional USD 3 billion

loan. Bangladesh is also seeking financial assistance

from the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank,

and the Japan International Cooperation Agency. [The

Daily Star 1]

Bank plunderers to be tracked down: Bangladesh Bank

governor

Mansur has also prioritized reforming the banking

sector, which has been plagued by defaults and rising

non-performing assets linked to corruption under the

previous administration. Describing the situation as a

"designed robbery of the financial system," he plans to

hold those responsible accountable through a newly

proposed Banking Commission that will audit banks

and recommend reforms, which may include

recapitalizing or nationalizing some Islamic banks.

[NewAge]

In a related development, the Bangladesh Bank

recently imposed lending limits on six banks owned by

the S Alam Group, including Islami Bank Bangladesh,

Social Islami Bank, First Security Islami Bank, Union

Bank, Global Islami Bank, and Bangladesh Commerce

Bank. These banks must now seek approval from the

central bank for any loan exceeding BDT 50 million

(USD 420,000). Additionally, overdue loans or those
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exceeding credit limits cannot be renewed without

cash recovery. [Business Standard]

In addition to these financial reforms, Mansur expects

the interim government, headed by Nobel laureate

Muhammad Yunus, to implement sharp spending cuts

to increase credit availability for the private sector.

Comprehensive reforms are promised before new

elections, which could be delayed by up to three years.

‘Big defaulters won’t be spared’

Meanwhile, Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed has

vowed to take strict action against large loan defaulters

as part of the interim government's efforts to reform

Bangladesh's ailing banking sector. With bad loans

reaching a historic high of BDT 1.82 trillion (11.1

percent of total loans) by March, Salehuddin is

committed to preventing further financial

deterioration. He plans to involve the judiciary,

possibly requesting the formation of a special bench to

handle cases against defaulters. He has already

discussed the issue with Bangladesh Bank Governor

Mansur, who has pledged strong action. [The Daily Star

2]

Bangladesh: Key imports fall, painting

bleak outlook for investment, jobs

(gs) Bangladesh's imports of key industrial goods,

including capital machinery and raw materials, have

fallen for a second consecutive fiscal year, reflecting a

grim outlook for private investment and job creation.

In FY24, capital machinery imports dropped by 24

percent, continuing a 34 percent decline from the

previous year. This decline is attributed to US dollar

shortages and increased import costs due to the

devaluation of the local currency.

Economists warn that the drop signals reduced

investment in the industrial sector, which will hurt

employment and economic growth. The decline in

industrial raw materials, down 16 percent in FY24,

highlights falling exports and weakened domestic

demand due to high inflation.

The country's foreign exchange reserves have also

dwindled, leading to a cautious approach from foreign

investors. Small-and-medium enterprises (SMEs) are

expected to face significant challenges. Economists

suggest policy adjustments, including improved

exchange rate policies and measures to boost exports

and remittances, to address the situation and avoid

further economic decline. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Government cancels

remaining HSC exams; education advisor

warns against forced resignations

(gs) The Bangladesh government has cancelled the

remaining postponed Higher Secondary Certificate

(HSC) and equivalent exams following protests by

hundreds of students inside the Secretariat. The

students, many injured during the uprising that ousted

the Sheikh Hasina-led government, demanded the

cancellation of the exams and requested that their

scores be based on their previous SSC results.

After hours of protests and blocking access to the

Secretariat, the Education Ministry announced the

cancellation of the tests, which were originally

scheduled to resume on September 11. The decision

was made due to "unavoidable circumstances."

Authorities have not yet determined how the final

results will be calculated. [The Daily Star 1]

Vice Chancellors of Khulna and Barishal universities resign

In related updates, the Vice Chancellors (VCs) of Khulna

University (KU) and Barishal University (BU) have

resigned, citing personal reasons. Their resignations

follow student protests demanding their resignation

within 24 hours. At KU, the Pro-Vice Chancellor,

Treasurer, acting Registrar, five hall provosts, and

several other university officials also resigned. At BU,

the Proctor and the proctorial body stepped down as

well, after students besieged the VC's house and

announced a protest program. [The Daily Star 2]

Speaking against this backdrop, the Education Adviser

to the interim government, Professor Wahiduddin

Mahmud, warned that forcing resignations in

educational institutions could lead to the collapse of

the administrative system. At a meeting with ministry

officials, he emphasized that while legitimate

complaints will be addressed, forced resignations are

not a solution. He stressed that appointments and

transfers must follow established regulations, and

disruptions could delay salaries and allowances for

teachers and staff. Wahiduddin called for stability and

discipline in the education sector during the ongoing

transition, urging respectful relationships between

teachers and students without personal humiliation.

[The Daily Star 3]
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Bangladesh: Clash between students,

Ansar members leaves at least 40 injured

(gs) A violent clash between students and protesting

members of Ansar, a paramilitary force in Bangladesh,

near the Secretariat in the capital Dhaka on August 25

left at least 40 people injured.

The violence erupted around late in the evening near

the Secretariat, where thousands of Ansar members

were protesting and blocking the entrance. Over a

thousand students, many armed with sticks, marched

towards the Secretariat after learning that some of

their coordinators were being held by Ansar members.

The confrontation escalated when Ansar members

chased and threw bricks at the students, leading to a

clash that lasted until 11 p.m.

The students had gathered in protest at Dhaka

University’s Anti-Terrorism Raju Memorial Sculpture

after reports of detentions. The conflict was

exacerbated by the Ansar members' ongoing protests,

which had been blocking roads and disrupting relief

efforts for flood victims.

Despite earlier assurances from the interim

government to address Ansar members' demands,

including the revocation of a six-month rest rule and

the potential nationalization of their jobs, the Ansar

members continued their protests. [The Daily Star 1]

[The Daily Star 2] [The Hindu]

Bhutan: Ministry warns against hiring

foreign workers in non-critical jobs

(lm) The Department of Labour in Bhutan has

reiterated its warning to employers against hiring

foreign workers for plumbing and electrical jobs,

emphasizing that these roles should be reserved for

locals to boost skill development. This reminder is

based on the 2024 amendments to the Regulations of

Foreign Workers Recruitment, which classify these jobs

as non-critical. Despite earlier notifications, some

employers continue to violate this rule, limiting job

opportunities for local workers. Violators face severe

penalties, including fines, cancellation of permits, and

possible deportation of foreign workers. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government launches

multilingual Invest Bhutan portal to

attract FDI
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(lm) The Bhutanese government launched the

multilingual Invest Bhutan Web Portal on August 16,

aiming to attract BTN 500 billion (USD 6 billion) in

foreign direct investment (FDI) by 2029. Available in

over 100 languages, the portal provides

comprehensive information on investment

opportunities and regulations. As of 2023, Bhutan's FDI

stood at BTN 48.61 billion (USD 583 million), with the

hotel sector leading at 34.9 percent.

The portal aims to streamline the investment process

by offering information on key sectors, incentives, and

policies, supported by the Asian Development Bank.

Key investment opportunities include agriculture, IT,

construction, and education, with incentives such as

tax holidays, subsidies, and access to local

partnerships. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to leverage

blockchain technology to improve public

services

(lm) The Bhutanese government is adopting blockchain

technology across various sectors through the Bhutan

NDI (National Digital Identity), which aims at creating a

secure, digital identity system for citizens, to enhance

public services. Blockchain operates as a decentralized,

distributed ledger, making it nearly impossible to

tamper with data while enhancing security and user

privacy.

In healthcare, blockchain will ensure the authenticity of

medications and facilitate virtual healthcare. In land

management, it will streamline processes, reduce

fraud, and automate property transfers. In education,

blockchain will secure student records and enable

online learning. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: NCHM forecasts more rainfall

and extreme weather events

(lm) The National Centre for Hydrology and

Meteorology (NCHM) predicts slightly above-normal

rainfall for the remainder of Bhutan's monsoon

season, with potential extreme weather events due to

climate influences like La Niña and the Indian Ocean

Dipole (IOD). Based on data from 1996 to 2023, the

forecast indicates heightened risks of flash floods and

landslides, especially in vulnerable mountain regions.

Several flash floods have already occurred between
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July and August in various areas, including Thimphu

and Gangtey. [Kuensel 1]

Forecast reveals Bhutan will experience drastic climate by

2040

Even more concerning, Bhutan will face significant

increases in heat and rainfall in the coming decades,

leading to more flash floods and affecting agriculture,

hydropower, and forestry, according to a report by the

NCHM. The country's mountainous terrain makes it

highly vulnerable to extreme weather events like

floods, landslides, and glacial lake outburst floods

(GLOFs). Rising temperatures, driven by greenhouse

gas emissions, and fluctuating precipitation patterns

are expected to exacerbate these risks.

By 2040, northern, western, central, and southwestern

regions will see increased rainfall, while eastern areas

may face droughts. By the end of the century, all

regions will experience higher temperatures and

precipitation, posing challenges to infrastructure,

agriculture, and water resources. [Kuensel 2]

India: Supreme Court sets up task force

on workplace safety after doctor was

raped, killed

(lm) After an 11-day strike following the brutal rape

and murder of a trainee doctor at a government-run

hospital in Kolkata, some Indian doctors have resumed

work, responding to the Supreme Court's appeal and

assurances. However, protests continued in Kolkata,

with demonstrators demanding justice for the 31-year-

old victim and greater safety measures for healthcare

workers.

Protests erupted across India after the trainee doctor’s

killing on August 9. Doctors staged candlelight marches

and temporarily halted non-emergency care to

demand action. They argued that the crime highlighted

the vulnerability of healthcare workers in hospitals and

medical campuses. Many are calling for tougher laws,

including making attacks on on-duty medical staff a

non-bailable offense.

Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court recently

ordered local and national authorities to implement

safety protocols within two weeks and set up a

national task force to recommend measures for

protecting doctors. Additionally, a federal paramilitary

force will provide security at the Kolkata hospital

where the crime occurred.
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The Supreme Court also asked the federal

investigation agency to submit a report on the status

of its probe into the crime. A police volunteer has been

arrested and charged, but the victim’s family alleges it

was a gang rape involving more people.

This case has reignited the conversation around

violence against women in India, an issue that has

persisted despite the introduction of tougher laws

after the 2012 gang-rape and murder of a 23-year-old

student on a Delhi bus. The 2012 case led to harsher

penalties, including the death penalty for repeat

offenders, and the establishment of fast-track courts

for rape cases. Despite these measures, sexual

violence against women remains rampant in India. In

2022, the National Crime Records Bureau reported

31,516 cases of rape, marking a 20 percent increase

from 2021. [Associated Press] [Al Jazeera] [Deutsche

Welle]

India: Delhi Chief Minister Kejriwal’s

custody in CBI probe extended till

September 3

(lm) Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal's judicial

custody has been extended until September 3 by the

Delhi Rouse Avenue Court in connection with a Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) case related to the now-

scrapped Delhi liquor excise policy for 2021-22. The

court has reserved its decision on the fourth

supplementary chargesheet filed by the CBI, which

names Kejriwal and five others as accused, with the

matter set to be heard on September 3.

Kejriwal is currently lodged in Delhi's Tihar jail, facing

charges related to corruption and money laundering

linked to the alleged excise policy scam, which is being

probed by both the CBI and the Enforcement

Directorate (ED). The Supreme Court has postponed

the hearing on his bail plea to September 5, after the

CBI requested more time to file its affidavit.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has accused Prime

Minister Modi’s ruling BJP and the CBI of conspiring to

keep Kejriwal in jail, alleging that the CBI is acting

under BJP's instructions. The BJP has challenged AAP to

take the matter to the Supreme Court if they believe

the CBI is biased. [Hindustan Times]

Supreme Court grants bail to K. Kavitha in excise policy

cases

In related updates, the Supreme Court granted bail on

August 27 to BRS leader K. Kavitha in cases filed by the
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ED and CBI concerning the Delhi excise policy scam.

The court ruled that, given the extensive list of 493

witnesses, a swift conclusion to the trial was

impossible, and there was no need for Kavitha's

continued custody. The court also applied the legal

exceptions provided to women under the Prevention

of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), overriding the Delhi

High Court's previous denial of bail, which had labeled

her as a primary conspirator in the case. Kavitha is set

to be released immediately and will appear regularly in

the trial court. [The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court issues notice to

Gujarat government on Sanjiv Bhatt's

appeal against custodial death conviction

(lm) The Supreme Court of India issued a notice to the

Gujarat government regarding a plea from former IPS

officer Sanjiv Bhatt, challenging his life sentence in a

1990 custodial death case. Bhatt, along with co-

accused Pravinsinh Zala, was convicted for the murder

of Prabhudas Vaishnani, a detainee who died after

being released from custody. Vaishnani had been

detained during a communal riot in Jamjodhpur town

following BJP leader L.K. Advani's 'rath yatra'

supporting the construction of a Ram temple in

Ayodhya.

The case dates back to October 30, 1990, when Bhatt,

then an additional superintendent of police, detained

around 150 people in connection with the communal

unrest. After Vaishnani's death, his brother accused

Bhatt and six other police officers of torturing him

while in custody, leading to his death. Bhatt and Zala

were convicted for murder by a Jamnagar sessions

court in June 2019, a conviction that was upheld by the

Gujarat High Court in January 2024.

Bhatt's appeal to the Supreme Court comes after the

Gujarat High Court rejected his challenge to the

conviction and maintained the sentences for him and

Zala under Sections 302 (murder), 323 (voluntarily

causing hurt), and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the

Indian Penal Code. The High Court had also dismissed

the state government's appeal to enhance the

sentences for five other accused, who were convicted

of lesser charges under Sections 323 and 506. While

Bhatt and Zala remain in jail, the bail bonds of the

other accused have been cancelled.

Sanjiv Bhatt is also embroiled in other legal troubles,

including a case from 2018 involving allegations of

falsely implicating a man for drug possession, for

which he was arrested. Moreover, he faces charges
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related to fabricating evidence in connection with the

2002 Gujarat riots, alongside activist Teesta Setalvad

and former Gujarat DGP R.B. Sreekumar. Bhatt gained

significant attention when he filed an affidavit in the

Supreme Court alleging then-Gujarat Chief Minister

Narendra Modi's role in the 2002 riots, accusations

that were debunked by a special investigation team.

Bhatt was suspended from service in 2011 and later

dismissed by the Ministry of Home Affairs in 2015 for

unauthorized absence. The Supreme Court will hear

his appeal on the custodial death conviction in four

weeks, alongside other related matters. [The Hindu]

India: BJP issues revised first list of 15

candidates for Jammu & Kashmir

Assembly polls

(lm) On August 26, India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) issued a revised list of 15 candidates for the

upcoming elections to the 90-member assembly in the

Jammu and Kashmir union territory. This list follows

the party's earlier release of 44 candidates, which was

quickly withdrawn for unspecified reasons. The revised

list focuses on candidates contesting in the first phase

of the election, which will cover 24 constituencies

across the union territory.

The Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections, which will

take place in three phases on September 18, 25, and

October 1, are the first since the revocation of Article

370 in 2019 and the subsequent downgrading of the

state into a union territory. In the last Assembly

elections held in 2014, the BJP had secured 25 seats,

largely dominating the Jammu region. However, this

election presents new challenges for the party,

particularly with the resurgence of the Indian National

Congress (INC), which has formed an alliance with the

National Conference to contest the elections.

The BJP is focusing on defending its stronghold in the

Jammu region, where it has enjoyed significant support

since 2014. However, the alliance between INC and the

National Conference could present a formidable

challenge, especially in the Jammu region, which has

been a BJP bastion. Additionally, Ghulam Nabi Azad's

Democratic Progressive Azad Party (DPAP) has also

announced its first list of 13 candidates, adding to the

competitive landscape in the region. [The Hindu 1]

Omar Abdullah to fight J&K Assembly polls from

Ganderbal seat
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Meanwhile, Omar Abdullah, the National Conference

vice president, will contest the Jammu and Kashmir

Assembly elections from the Ganderbal constituency,

marking a shift from his earlier stance of not running

for a seat in a union territory's legislature. The party

released a list of 32 candidates, which included Omar

Abdullah for the Ganderbal seat, a constituency he

previously represented from 2009 to 2014 as the chief

minister in the NC-Congress coalition government.

Abdullah reconsidered his decision, stating that he did

not want to send a wrong signal by asking others to

contest while he stayed out of the election. [The Hindu

2]

India: Ministry of Home Affairs announces

five new districts in Ladakh union

territory

(lm) India's Ministry of Home Affairs announced the

creation of five new districts in the Ladakh union

territory — Zanskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra, and

Changthang — on August 26. Union Home Minister

Amit Shah stated that the move aligns with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's vision of a developed and

prosperous Ladakh. The new districts aim to enhance

governance and bring services closer to the residents

of these remote areas. [The Hindu]

The decision to create five new districts in Ladakh

comes against a backdrop of ongoing demands for

greater autonomy and governance rights in the region.

Since the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, which

downgraded Ladakh to a union territory without a

legislature, residents have expressed concerns over

the loss of exclusive rights to land and jobs, as well as a

reduction in political representation.

Ladakh's population is predominantly tribal, and there

has been a strong movement for inclusion in the Sixth

Schedule of the Constitution, which would provide

constitutional safeguards and greater autonomy to

tribal areas. This demand has been fueled by fears of

demographic change, economic marginalization, and

the undermining of the region's hill councils, which had

previously managed local governance.

India: Judiciary advocating secular civil

code for decades, Prime Minister Modi

says
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(lm) During the platinum jubilee celebrations of the

Rajasthan High Court on August 25, Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi reiterated his support for a

"secular civil code," framing it as essential for national

unity. Modi emphasized that while his government had

recently vocalized the need for a Uniform Civil Code

(UCC), the judiciary had been advocating for it for

decades. He praised the courts for fulfilling their moral

responsibility and taking clear stances on national

issues, including the abrogation of Article 370 and the

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).

Modi's push for the UCC, which is mentioned in Article

44 of the Constitution as a non-justiciable Directive

Principle of State Policy, seeks to replace what he

called a “communal civil code” that discriminates based

on religion. He linked the judiciary’s stance on the UCC

to strengthening public faith in the courts and

highlighted how the judiciary has consistently

supported a "Nation First" approach.

The Prime Minister also lauded the courts for

advancing constitutional integration, particularly

through their decisions on Article 370 and the CAA,

despite ongoing legal challenges to the latter. Modi

further discussed his government's efforts to eliminate

colonial-era laws and promote justice through the new

Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS), a proposed legal reform

in India aimed at modernizing and updating the

country's legal system by replacing colonial-era laws

with more contemporary and just legal frameworks.

[The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court upholds bail order

granted to man accused of killing

journalist

(lm) The Supreme Court of India upheld a bail order

granted to Mohan Nayak, an accused in the 2017

murder of journalist Gauri Lankesh. The court declined

to interfere with the Karnataka High Court's December

2023 bail decision, noting that Nayak has cooperated

with authorities. The Supreme Court also urged the

trial court to expedite the trial and directed all parties

to cooperate.

Gauri Lankesh, a prominent journalist and critic of

right-wing extremism, was murdered outside her

Bengaluru home, sparking widespread outrage. Her

death highlighted concerns about journalist safety in

India, where violence against journalists is common.

India ranks 159th in the World Press Freedom Index,

with multiple journalists killed annually and others

facing harassment, threats, and attacks.
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The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) recently

called on Delhi police to cease investigating three

journalists from The Caravan and focus instead on

prosecuting those responsible for violence against

them during the 2020 Delhi riots. [JURIST]

India: Nationwide strike in Bihar triggers

protests, clashes over Supreme Court's

sub-classification of Scheduled Castes

(lm) On August 21, a nationwide strike led by the

Reservation Bachao Sangharsh Samiti, an organization

in India that advocates for the protection and

continuation of caste-based reservation policies,

sparked widespread protests across Bihar state, as

demonstrators rallied against the Supreme Court's

decision on the sub-classification of Scheduled Castes

(SC). The court ruled that states could sub-classify SCs

for reservations, which has been a highly contentious

issue.

In Bihar, tensions escalated as protesters clashed with

police, who responded with lathi charges and water

cannons to disperse crowds blocking roads and

railways in Patna, Muzaffarpur, Jehanabad, and other

districts. In Gopalganj, the situation became

particularly alarming when a school bus narrowly

avoided disaster, driving over burning tires set by

protesters. Several protestors were arrested, and there

were reports of vandalism and disruptions to daily life,

including blocking of highways such as National

Highway 83.

Political support for the protest came from parties like

the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and the Bahujan Samaj

Party (BSP), while the government reiterated its stance

that the Constitution does not allow for a "creamy

layer" in SC/ST reservations. The creamy layer refers to

a concept in India's reservation system that

distinguishes more economically and socially advanced

individuals within certain socially disadvantaged

groups, such as Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

Members of the creamy layer are excluded from the

benefits of reservations (affirmative action) in

government jobs, educational institutions, and other

areas because they are considered to have achieved a

certain level of economic or social status. [ZeeNews]

India: Supreme Court warns against

onerous bail conditions, urges

proportionate judgements
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(lm) The Supreme Court of India recently ruled that bail

conditions must be reasonable and proportionate,

emphasizing that overly stringent requirements defeat

the purpose of granting bail. A bench of Justices

Bhushan R Gavai and KV Viswanathan stated that

imposing onerous bail conditions effectively nullifies

the relief intended by granting bail.

The case involved petitioner Girish Gandhi, who faced

difficulties furnishing sureties in multiple criminal

cases across six states, despite being granted bail in

some. The court acknowledged the challenges

individuals face in finding sureties, especially in

criminal cases, and reiterated that excessive bail

conditions are unjust.

The court referenced its previous rulings and noted

that courts should not insist on local sureties and

should consider modifying bail conditions if they are

too difficult to meet. In Gandhi's case, the court

allowed him to use the same set of sureties for all his

cases, deeming this solution fair and just.

The court also stressed that bail should be the norm,

with jail as the exception, even in cases under strict

laws like the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA).

[Hindustan Times]

India: Supreme Court rejects parents’ plea

for euthanasia for son

(lm) The Supreme Court of India declined a plea from

the parents of a 30-year-old man, who has been in a

vegetative state for 11 years, seeking permission for

passive euthanasia by removing the Ryles tube used to

feed him. The court stated that removing the tube

would lead to the patient's death by starvation and

clarified that it does not qualify as passive euthanasia,

which typically involves withdrawing life support.

The parents, burdened by financial strain and their

son's lack of recovery prospects, had sold their house

to pay for medical bills. Acknowledging the hardship,

the court asked the central government to explore

long-term care solutions for the patient, urging the

health ministry to assist in relieving the family's

financial burden. [The Times of India]

India: High court refuses upholds case

against man for insulting woman via

emails
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(lm) The Bombay High Court has refused to quash a

case against a male individual, accused of sending

offensive emails to a female resident of his housing

society. The court upheld that such emails could insult

a woman's modesty under Section 509 of the Indian

Penal Code, noting that modern communication

methods, including emails, can be used to perpetrate

such offenses. Although some charges were deleted,

the court emphasized that the law must adapt to

societal transformations, affirming that written insults,

even through electronic means, are not exempt from

legal action aimed at protecting women's dignity. [India

Today]

India: Seven prison officials suspended for

providing special facilities to actor in

Bengaluru Central jail

(lm) Seven prison officials in Bengaluru's Central Jail

were suspended for allegedly providing special

facilities to Darshan Thoogudeepa, a well-known figure

in the Kannada film industry who is detained for

murder, along with 16 associates. The suspensions

were announced after photos and videos surfaced

showing Darshan enjoying privileges, such as sitting on

a lawn with rowdy-sheeters and making video calls

from the prison. Karnataka's Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah ordered an inquiry and instructed that

Darshan and his co-accused be transferred to different

prisons. The officials involved in the incident will face

further action pending a detailed report. [The Hindu]

India: At least 17 killed in blast at pharma

factory

(lm) At least 17 people were killed and nearly 40

injured in an explosion at a pharmaceutical plant in

Andhra Pradesh, India. The blast occurred during

lunchtime at Escientia Advanced Sciences' 40-acre

facility in the Anakapalli district. Initial investigations

suggest a vapor leak led to a chemical reaction,

triggering the explosion. Many of the injured suffered

severe chemical burns, with their skin peeling off due

to the intensity of the blast. Authorities have launched

an inquiry into the incident, with security footage being

reviewed and the injured questioned. [Al Jazeera]

Maldives: Prosecutor General Shameem

resigns from post
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(sa) Hussain Shameem resigned as Prosecutor General

(PG) just before a scheduled parliamentary vote on his

dismissal. His resignation came after Mohamed

Shahid, an MP from the ruling People's National

Congress (PNC), proposed his removal. Prior to the

session, Shameem had the opportunity to respond to

the allegations against him in a closed parliamentary

committee meeting, where he denied all accusations,

labeling them as baseless and asserting that they had

already been addressed in previous reports and

writings from the PG Office.

Shameem expressed that he would have voluntarily

resigned if requested, without the need for what he

described as unfounded allegations. He criticized the

process as being in bad faith, emphasizing that no

concerns had been raised in recent meetings with

ministers or at the latest parliamentary committee

meeting. He also mentioned that several ministers had

advised him to stay in his position after the change in

government.

The allegations against Shameem included filing

charges against former Tourism Minister Ali Waheed

and former Youth Minister Ahmed Mahloof,

withdrawing human trafficking charges against former

MP Ali Riza, not pursuing charges related to the

ventilator procurement scandal, and failing to appeal

the 'Safari rape' case due to connections to the now-

opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP). He was

also accused of withdrawing 77 alcohol-related cases,

13 homosexuality-related cases, and showing

favoritism among employees at the Prosecutor

General's Office. [the edition]

Maldives: Bar Council set to gain full

autonomy under proposed amendment to

Bar Council Act

(sa) The Maldives Bar Council is set to gain full

autonomy following the removal of the Attorney

General from its Executive Committee, as proposed in

a recent amendment to the Bar Council Act. The

amendment, backed by the government, aims to

ensure the council's independence by eliminating the

Attorney General's involvement.

Bar Council President Hussain Siraj supported the

change, explaining that many council members felt the

Attorney General's presence compromised their

independence and made it difficult for lawyers working

in the Attorney General's Office to express themselves

freely during meetings. Additionally, the Attorney
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General's demanding schedule often caused

challenges in attending council meetings.

Despite the proposed removal, Attorney General

Ahmed Usham assured the Bar Council that the state

would continue to cooperate fully with the council. The

Parliament's Judiciary Committee has decided to pass

the amendment. [the edition]

Maldives: Former Criminal Justice Advisor

transferred to Foreign Affairs Ministry

(sa) Muhtaz Muhsin, formerly the Criminal Justice

Advisor to President Mohamed Muizzu and former

Prosecutor General, has been transferred to the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a state minister. Reports

suggest that he might be appointed as Deputy

Ambassador to Singapore, though this has not been

confirmed.

Muhtaz has held various positions in the Maldivian

justice system, including serving as a judge at the

Criminal Court. He also contested in the Progressive

Party of Maldives (PPM) / People's National Congress

(PNC)'s primary elections for a parliamentary ticket

earlier this year. [the edition]

Maldives: Urban Authority Bill sparks

concerns over local council powers and

decentralization

(lm) The Ministry of Cities, Local Government, and

Public Works expressed concerns that the Urban

Development Bill, currently being reviewed by

parliament, could undermine the decentralization

system in the Maldives by significantly limiting the

powers of local councils. State Minister Mohamed

Hashim highlighted that the bill was drafted without

consultation with the ministry and could diminish the

involvement of atoll and island councils in urban

development.

Under the proposed bill, the Urban Development

Authority would hold sole authority over planning and

development in urban areas, relegating local councils

to municipal service oversight. The bill also establishes

the Urban Development Authority as the primary body

responsible for planning and development, assuming

control over legal, operational responsibilities,

property, resources, and employees from the Urban

Planning and Urban Development Department. For
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uninhabited areas, the authority would have full

control over development initiatives. [the edition 1]

Echoing the state minister's concerns, the opposition

Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) criticized two

government-proposed bills, the Infrastructure Planning

and the Urban Development Bills, stating that these

laws would hinder the ability of local councils to

effectively implement decentralization. The

Infrastructure Planning Bill is said to grant central

agencies full control over land use without local input,

while the Urban Development Bill could erode

constitutional foundations supporting decentralization.

The MDP called for open discussions with councils, civil

society organizations, and political parties to address

these concerns and urged the Parliament to avoid

passing such bills without consultation. Similarly, The

Democrats party also expressed concerns over the

Urban Development Bill. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Maldives Reform Movement

party faces dissolution

(sa) The Elections Commission (EC) of the Maldives has

once again decided to dissolve the Maldives Reform

Movement (MRM) due to the party's failure to meet the

legally required minimum of 3,000 registered

members. This decision follows a previous notice

issued to MRM in February 2023 to increase its

membership, which at the time stood at 2,981

members. The party was founded in 2019 by former

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. The EC has

appealed a Civil Court ruling that had previously

overturned its decision to dissolve the party and also

ordered the EC to pay MVR 50,000 (USD 3,250) to the

MRM for legal fees. [Sun Online]

Maldives: Jumhoori Party leader calls for

MPs unwavering support for President

Muizzu

(sa) Gasim Ibrahim, the founder and sole MP for the

Jumhoori Party, has urged fellow MPs to extend

unwavering support to President Muizzu to help

address the Maldives' ongoing economic troubles.

Speaking during a parliamentary debate on authorizing

the formation of urban centers, Gasim emphasized

that MPs share responsibility for the country’s current

economic difficulties and must act cooperatively with

the president’s efforts.
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Gasim warned that failure to support the government

could further damage the nation, urging everyone to

work together to avoid more significant economic

decline. He highlighted the need for unity and sacrifice,

suggesting that the country may need to endure

austerity measures for up to two years to recover.

Despite his call for cooperation, Gasim had previously

criticized some of the government's decisions and

proposed bills. However, in this speech, he stressed

that now is not the time for discord but rather for

collective action to save the country from further

economic challenges. [the edition]

Previously, Gasim also proposed stricter restrictions on

constitutional amendments, highlighting concerns over

the ease of amending the Maldives' Constitution under

Article 261, which allows changes with a three-fourths

parliamentary majority. He suggested that more

rigorous processes, such as the formation of a Special

Majlis, could prevent misuse. [AiR No. 33, August/2024,

4]

Maldives: Family Court marks 100 percent

efficiency in six months

(lm) The Family Court reported a 99 percent case

resolution rate for the first half of 2024, successfully

concluding 1,065 out of 1,073 submitted cases. During

this period, the court conducted 1,121 marriages and

registered 89 marriages that had occurred abroad.

Additionally, there were 594 divorces. The court also

ruled on MVR 38.4 million (USD 2.5 million) in alimony

and child support, and over MVR 23 million (USD 1.5

million) was distributed to recipients. The Department

of Family Affairs handled 107 cases, with 60 resolved

amicably, and issued 47 orders related to child

protection and domestic violence. [the edition]

Maldives: Deputy CEO Aishath Nooradeen

dismissed from Bank of Maldives board

after 42 years

(sa) Aishath Nooradeen, a long-serving member of the

Bank of Maldives (BML) for 42 years and Deputy CEO,

was dismissed from the bank's Board of Directors on

August 25. The Privatization and Corporatization Board

(PCB) issued the dismissal, although BML is a public

company, and board members can typically be

dismissed only through a shareholder meeting. The

PCB has not commented on the decision, which follows
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similar dismissals in January that were later reversed

and finalized through an extraordinary general

meeting. [the edition]

Maldives: BML announces card limits for

foreign transactions

(lm) The Bank of Maldives (BML) has announced a

suspension of foreign transaction allowances for cards

linked to Maldivian Rufiyaa (MVR) accounts in response

to escalating foreign currency usage on cards, while

foreign currency sales to the bank have remained

static. This change affects both existing and new debit

and credit cards. Additionally, the monthly limit for

foreign transactions on Standard and Gold credit cards

has been reduced to USD 100, down from the previous

limit of USD 700. These measures aim to address a

post-pandemic dollar shortage, where card usage for

foreign transactions is significantly higher than the

foreign currency the bank is able to purchase.

BML CEO Karl Stumke explained that the bank has

purchased around USD 60 million in foreign currency

from customers this year, yet card usage has been

three times higher. This imbalance affects the bank’s

ability to support the business sector with foreign

currency, leading to a reduction in discretionary

spending on cards, particularly for travel and online

shopping. [the edition 1]

In recent developments, The Maldives cabinet has

announced new reforms requiring corporations that

earn in US dollars to pay taxes and fees in the same

currency, following concerns raised by Attorney

General Ahmed Usham about discrepancies in

currency payments. These changes will also adjust

pension payments and import duties to be made in US

dollars to combat black market currency exchanges.

[Sun Online]

Meanwhile, the Maldives Police are investigating the

Bank of Maldives' decision to halt foreign transactions

on MVR-linked cards, suspecting political motives

aimed at destabilizing the government. The decision,

which affected many, was later reversed after

government intervention and advice from the Maldives

Monetary Authority. Senior government officials

accuse the opposition of exploiting the situation to

incite unrest and potentially orchestrate a coup. [the

edition 2]
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Maldives: Saeed appointed as PSM MD

after Zeena resigns

(lm) The Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB),

a government body in the Maldives responsible for

overseeing the management and operations of state-

owned enterprises and government corporations, has

appointed Mohamed Saeed as the new Managing

Director of Public Service Media (PSM) after the

resignation of former MD Zeena Zahir. Zeena, who had

been in the role since November 2023, resigned on the

same day but did not disclose the reasons for her

departure.

Saeed previously held the position of Permanent

Secretary at the Ministry of Education, appointed

during former President Abdulla Yameen's

administration in November 2017. However, he was

suspended and later dismissed in 2019 by the Civil

Service Commission for alleged actions against

ministry staff during the 2018 presidential election.

Despite these issues, Saeed had been one of the

longest-serving employees of the ministry at that time.

[the edition]

Maldives: Missing funds in Dhiyamigili

observed in first audit in 25 years

(lm) The Auditor General's Office released an audit

report on Thaa atoll Dhiyamigili Council, revealing that

over MVR 600,000 (USD 39,000) is missing from the

council's safe. This audit is the first in 25 years for the

council.

Council President Ahmed Moosa clarified that the

discrepancies occurred before the current council took

office in 2021 and were related to funds from 2020 to

2021. The audit report noted that MVR 468,004 (USD

30,420) in cash, along with fees and bank withdrawals

totaling MVR 2.8 million (USD 182,000), was kept by the

council. After expenditures and deposits, MVR 605,438

(USD 39,400) should have remained but is

unaccounted for. Additionally, out of the MVR 1.7

million (USD 110,500) reportedly spent, only MVR 1.4

million (USD 91,600) is verified by records.

The Auditor General's Office recommended further

investigation and action against those responsible.

Moosa assured that the current council is cooperating

with authorities and taking steps to address the issues.

[the edition 1] [the edition 2]
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Maldives: Correctional officers charged

with smuggling at Maafushi Prison

(lm) Five correctional officers have been charged with

smuggling drugs and mobile phones into Maafushi

Prison following a police operation on June 28. The

investigation, involving 13 individuals, has resulted in

charges against five of them.

The operation revealed that 18 prison officers were

involved in the crime, with MVR 73.6 million (USD 4.78

million) deposited into their accounts over the past

year, including MVR 24 million (USD 1.56 million) into

one officer's account.

Two officers face three charges: abuse of official

position, money laundering, and unjust enrichment.

The other three are charged with abuse of official

status and unjust enrichment. The Prosecutor

General's Office chose not to prosecute the remaining

individuals due to insufficient evidence, but

investigations are ongoing. [the edition]

Maldives: Seven accused of assault on

former PG Shameem sent for prosecution

(lm) The Prosecutor General's Office has charged seven

people in connection with the January attack on former

Prosecutor General Hussain Shameem. Shameem was

attacked near his home by two individuals on a

motorcycle who attempted to hit him with a hammer.

Shameem defended himself, sustaining injuries to his

left forearm. All seven face charges of attempted

murder using a dangerous weapon and are currently

in custody awaiting trial. [the edition]

Maldives: Government defends longline

fishing amid concerns over shark bycatch,

environmental impact

(sa) The Maldives' Ministry of Fisheries and Ocean

Resources announced that longline fishing would be

permitted under strict regulations to monitor the

activity and prevent illegal shark trade. This decision

has sparked controversy, with environmental

organizations expressing concern that longline fishing

could increase the bycatch of endangered species,

including sharks. These groups argue that allowing

sharks caught as bycatch to be processed could create

a market for sharks, undermining Maldives' efforts in

global shark conservation.
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The government plans to enforce strict regulations,

requiring vessels to use tracking devices, monitoring

systems, and cameras to ensure compliance. They also

assured that only a controlled amount of bycatch

would be processed, and measures would be taken to

minimize shark bycatch.

Despite the assurances, NGOs are skeptical about the

Maldives' ability to effectively monitor such a vast area

and enforce compliance due to limited resources. They

fear that the government's efforts may be insufficient

to protect the environment and maintain endangered

species' populations. [AiR No. 33, August/2024, 4] [the

edition]

Maldives: New food safety act to tackle

unsanitary food practices

(sa) Health Minister Dr. Abdulla Khaleel announced

that starting tomorrow, the Maldives Food and Drug

Authority (MFDA) will be empowered to close down

establishments selling unsanitary food under the new

Food Safety Act. This law introduces clear food safety

standards, including requirements for food

preparation facilities and mandatory labeling for

traceability.

The law also increases penalties significantly, with fines

up to MVR 1 million (about USD 64,500) compared to

the previous maximum of MVR 10,000 (about USD

645). This aims to improve food safety standards and

accountability.

The new Act enhances food safety enforcement by

granting the MFDA stronger powers and imposing

stricter penalties. It ensures better accountability for

food vendors and aims to protect public health

through improved regulatory measures. [the edition 1]

In response, the Ministry of Health has also introduced

a dedicated hotline for reporting food safety and

hygiene concerns, with Health Minister Dr. Abdulla

Khaleel announcing the number 7603204 via social

media. [the edititon 2]

Nepal: Government of two largest

political parties has no excuse to fail,

prime minister says

(lm/iz) Nepal’s Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli addressed

Parliament’s lower house, emphasizing that the
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coalition government between the two largest political

parties — his Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) and the Nepali Congress

—has no excuse for failure and must work diligently to

meet the people's expectations. Oli stated that despite

attempts by some groups to stir up dissatisfaction with

the political system, his government is focused on

instilling hope and delivering results. He claimed that

positive outcomes have already started to emerge

since his government took office following a seven-

point agreement between the two major parties on

July 1, which led to the formation of his coalition

government.

Oli addressed several critical issues during the session,

including constitutional amendments. He emphasized

that amending the constitution is not a matter of

courage but rather a necessary adjustment based on

eight years of experience with its implementation. He

clarified that while the government will not make

unnecessary changes, it is open to revising provisions

that require improvement. Lawmakers had raised

concerns about revising the electoral system and

introducing the provision for a directly elected

executive head, but Oli assured that any amendments

would be carefully considered based on discussions

with lawmakers and constitutional needs. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Trust the government for country’s development, Prime

Minister tells youth

In a separate engagement at the ‘Kathmandu Youth

Conclave 2024,’ Oli emphasized the importance of

trusting the current government to drive Nepal's

development. He highlighted the government's

determination to bring about positive change and

encouraged youth engagement in nation-building as

essential for accelerating progress. Oli expressed hope

that if the right environment is created, Nepali youth

abroad would be motivated to return home.

Oli also outlined government initiatives connecting

youth with education and employment opportunities,

including a startup program and plans to create over

10,000 jobs through the private sector. Addressing

societal issues, he called for responsible behavior to

prevent crimes like rape and reaffirmed the

government’s commitment to strictly enforcing laws

and taking decisive action against offenders. [The

Rising Nepal]

Nepal: JSP-N picks office-bearers, to back

constitution revision, with conditions
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(iz/lm) The Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal (JSP-N), which

supports but is not part of Nepal’s ruling coalition, has

finalized its leadership two and a half months after its

general convention, where Chairman Upendra Yadav

was given the mandate to select the party's office-

bearers and leadership without holding an election.

This decision came after the general convention

concluded without electing office-bearers due to the

registration of multiple candidacies.

On August 26, Chairman Yadav appointed a 30-

member central executive committee and 27 central

members, marking a significant step in solidifying the

party’s leadership. The party also announced the

formation of the central discipline commission, central

audit commission, and central election commission.

[The Kathmandu Post 1]

Additionally, the party has conditionally agreed to

support constitutional amendments proposed by

Nepal's two largest political parties, the Nepali

Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML), provided its demands are

addressed.

Key demands include placing local units under

provincial governments, establishing a directly elected

executive head, a fully proportional election system, a

federal justice system with proportional and inclusive

representation, and self-governance based on national

and ethnic identity. These demands echo Yadav's

earlier proposals during the constitution-drafting

process, which he had compromised on for the sake of

consensus.

The JSP-Nepal also seeks changes to provincial names

to reflect local identities and calls for the dissolution of

District Coordination Committees, which it argues are

redundant under the federal system. Additionally, the

party demands that parliamentary and provincial

constituencies be redrawn based on the latest census

and calls for proportional representation in the

National Assembly.

Despite its support for Oli during the recent trust vote,

JSP-Nepal has not been included in the Cabinet, while

its splinter faction, led by Ashok Rai, holds key

positions in the Oli government.

Critics argue that the JSP-Nepal’s demands are

outdated and reflect issues from the Madhesh

Movement. They accuse Yadav of betraying the

Madheshi people by previously aligning with ruling

parties and now raising the same old demands to

regain support. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Unified Socialist party to elect

office bearers through vote

(lm) Nearly two months after its general convention,

the opposition Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Socialist), has decided to elect its office bearers

through a vote after failing to reach a consensus on

appointments. The party's central committee held

discussions on whether to appoint office bearers

based on consensus or through elections but

ultimately chose the latter.

During the party’s general convention, held in

Kathmandu from June 30 to July 5, Madhav Kumar

Nepal was unanimously elected chairman,

Ghanashyam Bhusal as general secretary, and

Jhalanath Khanal as senior leader. However, the party’s

statute mandates the election of 19 more office

bearers to complete the leadership team. While

consensus was initially favored by some, including

General Secretary Bhusal and senior leader Khanal,

Chairman Nepal and his faction pushed for an election.

The party's central committee consists of 344

members, and the election will fill the positions of

senior vice-chair, seven vice-chairs (including one

woman), four deputy general secretaries, and seven

secretaries. Among those contesting for the senior

vice-chair position are Rajendra Pandey and Pramesh

Hamal, both from Chairman Nepal's faction, with

Hamal also having the support of senior leader Khanal.

There is also expected to be competition for the vice-

chair of the Madhesh Province, while several leaders

from different factions are vying for vice-chair and

deputy general secretary roles. Over 50 candidates are

contesting for the seven secretary positions.

The Unified Socialist, which split from the Communist

Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) in 2021, has

faced challenges since its formation, including poor

performance in the 2022 elections, and is now working

to solidify its leadership amidst internal divisions. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Unfinished Nepali Congress

departments reflect internal delays and

call for reform

(lm) The Nepali Congress, the single-largest party in

Parliament’s lower house and a ruling coalition
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member, has yet to fully appoint heads and members

of its party departments, despite a requirement in its

statute to do so within six months of the party’s

general convention. The 14th convention took place in

December 2021, but almost two and a half years later,

many departments remain incomplete. While party

president Sher Bahadur Deuba appointed 37

department heads in August and 17 last year, 16 key

departments, including organizational and foreign

affairs, are still without leaders. The party statute also

mandates the appointment of 51 members to each

department, which has not yet occurred.

The delay is attributed to internal power struggles and

hesitancy among leaders, especially senior figures, to

appoint department heads. Many leaders view

departments as tools to exercise influence within the

party. Former General Secretary Gagan Thapa had

proposed a timeline for department formation last

year, but it was not followed.

The Nepali Congress now faces pressure to complete

departmental appointments as its next general

convention is due by the end of 2025. Critics argue that

the failure to form departments on time reflects a

broader lack of discipline and effective organization

within the party. Some suggest that the party needs to

reform its traditional party structure, including

adopting a system where the president is directly

elected, to become more functional and responsive.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Parliament passes transitional

justice law amendments

(lm) Nepal's National Assembly passed amendments to

the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and

Reconciliation Commission Act on August 22, amid

concerns from conflict victims and both national and

international human rights organizations. The bill,

which aims to address human rights violations

committed during Nepal's 1996-2006 Maoist

insurgency, was passed without any revisions, despite

calls for changes from various groups. The bill now

moves to the lower house before being sent to the

president for approval, after which it will officially

become law.

While the bill includes progressive provisions, it has

been criticized for several key issues. One of the most

controversial provisions is the significant reduction in

sentencing for serious human rights violations,

allowing the attorney general to request just 25

percent of the standard penalty under existing law.
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This has drawn criticism from the National Human

Rights Commission (NHRC) and international

watchdogs, who argue that the provision undermines

justice for victims by shielding perpetrators from full

accountability. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Victims and activists staged protests near the

Parliament, urging lawmakers to amend the bill before

passing it. They highlighted how the law fails to

adequately address issues such as the definition of

serious human rights violations, which they say is

inconsistent with international law. Critics also

emphasized the importance of criminalizing torture

without qualification, pointing out that the bill’s

provisions do not align with global standards on

prohibiting inhuman or cruel treatment. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

The bill’s passage follows years of paralysis in Nepal's

transitional justice process. Both the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the Commission

of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons

(CIEDP) have been without leadership since July 2022,

halting progress on addressing the grievances of

conflict-era victims. The new law extends the mandate

of these commissions for four years, with provisions

for conditional extensions. However, the NHRC has

expressed concerns that this extension, coupled with

reduced sentencing provisions, could weaken the

commissions' effectiveness.

The ruling parties argue that the bill’s passage will

revive the stalled transitional justice process and

expedite efforts to address war crimes and human

rights abuses. The government hopes the

amendments will bring accountability, reconciliation,

and relief to victims and their families. Leaders believe

that the adoption of the law opens the door to finally

resolving decades-old grievances and ensuring

reparations and support for victims. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

Internationally, UN Human Rights Chief Volker Türk

welcomed the bill's adoption as a step toward truth,

justice, and reparations, but stressed that the process

must remain focused on accountability. He noted that

18 years after the conflict ended, this legislation could

bring victims closer to the truth and strengthen

safeguards to prevent future atrocities. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Rights commission on board on transitional justice

appointments

The passage of a bill amending the Enforced

Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation
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Commission Act has cleared the way for the

appointment of officials to two commissions

addressing human rights violations from Nepal’s

insurgency period. A recommendation committee was

formed in April to nominate office bearers for the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the

Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared

Persons. However, the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) delayed sending its representative

to the committee, demanding the government amend

the Act first.

Now that the amendment has passed through both

houses of parliament, the NHRC is preparing to send

its representative, allowing the committee to begin its

work. The two commissions, established in 2015, have

been inactive since July 2022, leaving thousands of

complaints unaddressed. The newly appointed officials

will have four years to complete their investigations,

with provisions for extensions if necessary. [The

Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Cabinet expansion deadlock stalls

Koshi provincial assembly

(lm) The Koshi Provincial Assembly has been stalled for

nearly two months due to delays in expanding the

provincial Cabinet. Despite a coalition government

between the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) and the Nepali Congress,

the latter has yet to join the Cabinet, citing

disagreements over ministerial positions. This has led

to a legislative deadlock in a province that urgently

needs to address critical issues such as natural

disasters.

The assembly meeting, which adjourned in June after

passing the fiscal budget, has not reconvened,

affecting the passage of several bills. The opposition,

the Maoist Centre, left the government in July but

continues to support it. Over the past 19 months, the

provincial Cabinet has been reshuffled 13 times, with a

14th reshuffle anticipated. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Lumbini Chief Minister Acharya

secures trust vote

(lm) Lumbini Chief Minister Chet Narayan Acharya

secured a vote of confidence in the provincial

assembly, with 70 out of 87 lawmakers voting in his

favor. Acharya, a leader of the Communist Party of
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Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML), was

appointed chief minister on July 22 with support from

his party and the Nepali Congress. He needed at least

44 votes to prove his majority.

Seven political parties supported him, while lawmakers

from the Maoist Centre, CPN (Unified Socialist), and

Rastriya Janamorcha opposed him. Acharya, close to

CPN-UML General Secretary Shankar Pokharel,

replaced Jokh Bahadur Mahara of the Maoist Centre,

with his appointment driven by CPN-UML chair and

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Parliamentary Probe into multi-

billion-rupee cooperatives scam stalled by

absence of key suspect

(lm) The parliamentary probe committee investigating

the multi-billion-rupee cooperatives scam in Nepal

faces challenges in drawing a definitive conclusion due

to the absence of the prime suspect, Gitendra Babu

(GB) Rai, who remains at large.

Rai, the founding chairman of Pokhara Suryadarshan

Savings and Credit Cooperatives, is accused of

embezzling over NPR 1 billion (USD 7.4 million) and is

believed to have fled the country. The International

Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL) issued a

diffusion notice against him in January. The committee,

which was formed on May 28 with a three-month

deadline, recently concluded its interrogation phase

without questioning Rai.

Committee members stress that a final conclusion is

difficult without his testimony, although preliminary

findings link Rastriya Swatantra Party chair Rabi

Lamichhane to the case, specifically to the rerouting of

NPR 1 billion (approximately USD 7.4 million) from

various cooperatives to Gorkha Media Network, where

Rai was chairman and Lamichhane served as managing

director before entering politics. The committee also

found that nine cooperatives under investigation

rerouted funds to Gorkha Media Network. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

During his appearance before the committee,

Lamichhane denied any involvement in Gorkha Media

Network's financial dealings, pointing to Rai as the

person responsible for managing loans and

expenditures. Lamichhane also noted that his name

does not appear on any loan documents connected to

the network. [The Kathmandu Post 2]
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Moreover, despite calls for Rai’s arrest, the

government has yet to act, leading to concerns that the

cooperative sector is on the brink of collapse,

potentially threatening Nepal’s economy. Committee

members argue that the government's lack of action is

exacerbating the crisis, with many warning that failure

to regulate the cooperative sector effectively could

have serious economic repercussions. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

Prime Minister Oli advocates for result-oriented approach

to corruption control

Meanwhile, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli recently

emphasized the need for a result-oriented approach to

combating corruption, stating that it should not just be

a topic of discussion but must involve judicial

investigation and tangible outcomes. [DD News]

Nepal: Rajkumar Timilsina arrested in

fake audio case

(lm) Rajkumar Timilsina, a fugitive responsible for

creating a fake audio clip that falsely implicated

Supreme Court justices, legal professionals, and media

executives in a conspiracy to dismiss over 400

corruption cases, was arrested in Kathmandu on

August 21. The fake audio, released by the website

sidhakura.com under the guise of a sting operation,

alleged that the chairpersons of Kantipur Publications

Limited and Annapurna Media Network, along with

current and former justices, participated in the

scheme.

The Kathmandu District Attorney’s Office filed charges

in June against Timilsina, the publisher of

sidhakura.com, Yubaraj Kandel, and executive editor

Nabin Dhungana. The attorney's office is seeking five-

year prison sentences and a fine of NPR 100,000

(approximately USD 755) for each defendant under the

Electronic Transactions Act 2008 and the Criminal Code

2017.

After the release of the audio, a division bench of the

Supreme Court dismissed it as a fabricated attempt to

defame the judiciary and obstruct justice. A forensic

investigation by Nepal Police confirmed the audio's

inauthenticity, leading to legal action. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Ban on TikTok lifted
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(lm) Nepal has lifted its nine-month ban on TikTok,

allowing the platform to resume operations under

specific conditions. The government gave TikTok's

parent company, ByteDance, a three-month deadline

to comply with four key conditions: promoting Nepal's

tourism, investing in digital literacy, supporting public

education, and ensuring respectful language use on

the platform.

The ban was originally imposed in November 2023 due

to concerns over TikTok’s societal impact, but the

government reconsidered after negotiations with

TikTok’s South Asia division, which agreed to meet

Nepal’s regulatory requirements. Social media

platforms in Nepal must now comply with strict

content rules, including prohibitions on fake IDs, hate

speech, and illegal activities. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cybercrime cases spike

(lm) Nepal experienced a dramatic rise in cybercrime

cases, with 19,730 cases reported in 2023-24, more

than double the 9,013 cases from the previous year.

The most common cybercrimes include hacking, which

accounts for 52 percent of cases, and online fraud,

which saw 4,112 cases in 2023-24.

The Cyber Bureau is struggling to address the surge

due to understaffing, limited resources, and outdated

laws. Despite the growing use of artificial intelligence

and deepfake technology in scams, Nepal lacks the

advanced investigative tools and trained personnel

necessary to combat these evolving threats. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Anti-Human Trafficking Bureau

raids Association of Music Industries

Nepal

(lm) The Anti-Human Trafficking Bureau of Nepal Police

raided the office of the Association of Music Industries

Nepal in Kathmandu on August 21. The raid,

conducted after reports that the association was

facilitating overseas travel using forged documents,

resulted in the seizure of several items, including a

minute book, letterhead, and computer hard drives.

The office had been closed for three days prior to the

raid, and the investigation is ongoing. [The Himalayan

Times]
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Nepal: Six detained on gang-rape charge

(lm) Six individuals have been detained in Nepal’s

Jhapa district for allegedly gang-raping a 16-year-old

girl. Four suspects were arrested on August 24, and

two more the following day, while another suspect

remains at large. The arrests followed a complaint

lodged by the victim, who stated that the perpetrators

lured her to a local hotel under the pretense of getting

snacks and then committed the crime. A detailed

investigation is ongoing, according to police. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Child dies from diarrhea; Cholera

confirmed in 58 others

(lm) A four-year-old child in Nepal’s Khotang district

died from a diarrheal infection, highlighting a broader

outbreak of diarrheal diseases across the South Asian

nation. Cholera has been confirmed in 58 individuals,

primarily in Kathmandu Valley, Lalitpur, Kailali, and

Pyuthan districts. Cholera, a highly infectious disease

causing severe diarrhea and vomiting, can lead to

death within hours if untreated. Despite efforts, health

officials have not yet pinpointed the source of the

outbreak, and contaminated water sources, including

bottled water, are suspected.

Public health experts warn that poor sanitation and

hygiene make Nepal highly vulnerable to water-borne

diseases like cholera, which continue to affect

thousands yearly. They stress the need for safe water,

sanitation, and awareness campaigns to prevent

further deaths. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Over 3,500 infected with scrub

typhus since mid-July

(lm) Since mid-July 2024, over 3,500 people in Nepal

have been infected with scrub typhus, a mite-borne

disease that typically peaks in September. Health

officials anticipate more cases in the coming weeks.

Once predominantly affecting rural areas, urban

populations are now also at risk.

Timely diagnosis and treatment with antibiotics such

as doxycycline and azithromycin are crucial for

survival. However, many healthcare workers lack

adequate knowledge about diagnosing the disease,

and testing reagents are often unavailable, leading to

misdiagnosis and delayed treatment.
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Scrub typhus emerged as a significant health threat in

Nepal after the 2015 earthquakes, and since then,

cases have steadily increased, with over 5,000

infections reported in 2023 alone. Doctors stress the

importance of early treatment, even before lab results

are confirmed, to prevent fatal outcomes. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 195 killed in monsoon disasters in

2024 so far

(lm) Monsoon-induced disasters in Nepal have claimed

195 lives and injured 247 people over the past two and

a half months since the monsoon season began on

June 10. Gandaki Province experienced the highest

number of fatalities at 56, followed by Bagmati

Province with 39. Additionally, 49 people are missing,

and 5,883 families have been displaced across the

country due to rain-triggered landslides and floods.

The highest number of injuries was reported in Karnali

Province with 59, while other provinces also saw

significant damage. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Two apprehended for detonating

IED

(lm) Two individuals were arrested after detonating an

improvised explosive device (IED), commonly known as

a Sutali Bomb, in Ghorahi on August 22. The two

suspects were apprehended by police while attempting

to flee on a motorcycle. The suspects claimed they set

off the device for fun. [The Himalayan Times]

Pakistan: Jailed ex-Prime Minister Khan

may be tried in military courts or May 9

cases

(lm) Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan may

face trial in military courts for his involvement in the

May 9 riots, according to Barrister Aqeel Malik, the

government’s spokesperson for legal affairs. Protests

erupted across Pakistan on May 9, 2023, after Khan

was detained by paramilitary forces in a corruption

case. The protests led to widespread rioting and

vandalism, including attacks on military installations

like the Lahore Corps Commander's residence and the

General Headquarters in Rawalpindi.
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Khan, who was already in custody for other charges,

was formally arrested on July 15 in connection with

these riots. Malik stated that the Army Act could be

invoked for the trial since military properties were

damaged during the unrest. He alleged that Khan had

orchestrated and pre-planned the riots.

If Khan's trial proceeds in a military court, any

convictions could only be appealed through the

military court of appeals, not the high courts or

Supreme Court. After exhausting all appeal options, a

mercy petition could be submitted to the army chief or

the president. Khan has previously expressed concerns

that the government is planning to try him in military

courts, alleging that former intelligence chief Lt-Gen

Faiz Hameed is being pressured to testify against him.

[NDTV]

Pakistan: PTI reschedules Islamabad rally

for September 8 after NOC cancellation,

road closures

(ht/lm) Pakistan’s main opposition party, the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), postponed its planned rally in the

capital Islamabad from August 22 to September 8 after

the city administration revoked its no objection

certificate (NOC) and closed major roads leading to the

capital. PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar Khan announced

the rescheduled date following consultations with

party founder Imran Khan, who remains detained.

Road closures in Islamabad and Rawalpindi caused

significant traffic disruptions as police blocked key

routes to prevent protests. The metro bus service was

suspended, and Section 144 was imposed in

Rawalpindi, banning public gatherings until August 24.

The rally was originally planned to show support for

Imran Khan’s political movement, but security

concerns due to other events, such as the presence of

the Bangladesh cricket team, led the authorities to halt

the event temporarily. [Geo News] [The News

International 1]

PTI postpones Lahore rally 'to focus on Islamabad power

show'

Following the postponement of its planned rally in

Islamabad, PTI has also decided to delay its Lahore

rally, which was initially scheduled for August 27. The

party is now shifting its focus to a larger "power show"

in the capital on September 8. PTI's Punjab Secretary of

Information, Shaukat Mahmood Basra, announced

that a new date for the Lahore event would be

announced after the Islamabad gathering.
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Aleema Khan, Imran Khan's sister, criticized PTI

leadership for the postponement, expressed

disappointment over the decision, questioning the

party's dedication to securing her brother's release

from jail.

Meanwhile, Defence Minister Khawaja Asif claimed that

the postponement reflected internal divisions within

PTI and suggested that the party was attempting to

fabricate a new narrative to counter its waning

popularity. [The News International 2]

PTI forms committee under Arif Alvi to tackle intraparty

tensions

It is indeed noteworthy that the has formed a

committee, headed by former President Arif Alvi, to

address internal conflicts within the party. Alvi will

meet with dissenting leaders to hear their concerns

and work towards reconciliation, with

recommendations expected within a week.

The party has been facing escalating tensions at both

central and provincial levels, including the revocation

of membership for former Senior Vice President Sher

Afzal Marwat and pressure on former Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Minister Shakeel Khan to resign.

Additionally, reports suggest strained relations

between Aleema Khan, sister of PTI founder and jailed

former prime minister Imran Khan, and Bushra Bibi,

Khan's wife. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Opposition PTI moves Supreme

Court to ensure implementation on

reserved seats verdict

(lm) Pakistan’s main opposition party, the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), has filed a civil miscellaneous

application with the Supreme Court, accusing the

Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) of delaying the

implementation of a ruling on reserved seats for

women and minorities.

The Supreme Court had issued a significant verdict on

July 12, which allowed PTI to claim reserved seats in all

legislatures, potentially positioning the party as the

largest faction in Parliament’s lower house. While the

ECP has partially implemented the court's decision,

declaring 93 PTI lawmakers in Punjab, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, and Sindh assemblies as "returned

candidates," and similarly declaring 39 PTI lawmakers

from the National Assembly, it has since expressed

reservations. On July 25, the ECP sought judicial

clarification regarding certain legal complexities in the
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order, and on August 7, it filed a review petition in the

Supreme Court.

The ECP claimed that 80 independent candidates had

aligned with the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC), a party

that did not participate in the February 8 national

elections and did not submit candidate lists for the

reserved seats. This development created further

complications for implementing the court's decision.

The PTI, in its recent filing, argued that the ECP is

deliberately delaying the implementation of the court's

ruling, using technical objections as a pretext to deny

PTI its rightful share of reserved seats. The party insists

that its organizational structure is fully in place, with

Barrister Gohar Khan and Omar Ayub Khan having

been elected as the party's chairman and General

Secretary, respectively, during PTI's intra-party

elections in March 2024. PTI also emphasized that the

ECP had previously acknowledged this leadership in

official communications. [The News International]

Pakistan: Supreme Court withdraws part

of ruling about Ahmadis' rights after

Islamists vowed protests

(lm) Pakistan's Supreme Court recently retracted a

controversial part of a ruling related to the minority

Ahmadi community, following significant pressure

from religious groups and clerics who had threatened

large-scale protests across the country. The

controversy stems from a decision made earlier this

year by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Esa, who ordered the

release of Mubarak Sani, an Ahmadi convicted in 2021

on charges of insulting Islam. Esa's ruling included a

paragraph that Islamists and religious groups

perceived as a violation of Pakistan's strict blasphemy

laws, intensifying the backlash.

The case initially went unnoticed until last month when

Zaheerul Islam, a deputy chief of the hardline Tehreek-

e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP) party, was arrested after calling

for the killing of Chief Justice Esa over his alleged

support for the Ahmadi community. This escalated

tensions and prompted religious groups to demand

Esa’s resignation. Ahmadis have long been persecuted

in Pakistan, especially since 1974, when the country’s

Parliament officially declared them non-Muslims.

During a court hearing on August 22, Chief Justice Esa

listened to arguments from clerics and subsequently

agreed to delete the controversial section from his

earlier ruling, an apparent concession to the mounting

pressure. This decision was swiftly welcomed by
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Islamist groups, who had been preparing for

nationwide protests in opposition to the perceived

support for the Ahmadi community. [abc news]

Pakistan: Government courts JUI-F chief

amid legislative push

(lm) Former President Asif Ali Zardari and Interior

Minister Mohsin Naqvi met with Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-

Fazl (JUI-F) leader Maulana Fazlur Rehman amid the

ruling coalition's push to introduce significant

legislation in both chambers of Parliament. This

meeting comes at a time of heightened political

maneuvering, with the JUI-F engaged in discussions

with both the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N) and the opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI). These negotiations signal a potential shift in

political alliances, as both sides are vying for JUI-F's

support.

The legislative agenda of the government, led by Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif and heavily backed by the

Pakistan People's Party (PPP), is expected to focus on

economic issues but may also influence judicial

matters. One of the central discussions has been

around proposals to extend the retirement age of

superior court judges by two years, a move framed as

an "economic necessity" to alleviate pension burdens.

Although the government is contemplating this

legislative change, it would require a constitutional

amendment—a difficult task given the loss of the

coalition’s two-thirds majority due to a Supreme Court

ruling.

The talks between Zardari and Maulana Fazl

underscore the importance of securing JUI-F's backing

as the ruling coalition attempts to consolidate its

position in parliament. The meeting followed

discussions between Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif, further emphasizing the

urgency of advancing the government's legislative

agenda. Sources indicate that the proposed changes to

the judiciary are not just economic but may also have

long-term political implications, especially regarding

Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa’s tenure.

The political climate has intensified following a

Supreme Court decision that deprived the government

of its two-thirds majority, which could make passing

any constitutional amendments challenging. However,

the government remains committed to pushing

forward with its legislative initiatives, with the National

Assembly and Senate scheduled to meet next week to

address these pressing matters. [The Express Tribune]
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Pakistan: Private lawyers representing

government baffles Supreme Court judge

(lm) Supreme Court Justice Shahid Waheed expressed

surprise at the federal and provincial governments'

decision to engage private lawyers to handle their

intra-court appeals (ICAs) related to a previous

Supreme Court ruling that declared military court trials

of civilians unconstitutional. Justice Waheed raised

concerns about the unnecessary use of public funds

and delays in resolving appeals that impact citizens'

lives and liberties, particularly when the Attorney

General's office could present arguments.

The issue arose when multiple government ministries,

instead of filing a single appeal, hired private counsels

to pursue their respective appeals, including the

province of Balochistan. Justice Waheed emphasized

that only one consolidated appeal should have been

filed.

He reviewed the legal procedures for appointing

private counsel and found that, although engaging

private lawyers was unusual, it was justified given the

complexity of the case, which involved constitutional,

criminal, and international human rights issues. The

Attorney General had admitted his limitations in

handling such complex matters, necessitating the

appointment of private counsel.

The judge concluded that the engagement of private

lawyers was valid, as it met the criteria of compelling

reasons and was in the public interest. He dismissed

the objection against the use of private counsels, ruling

that they could continue representing the government

in this case. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Corrupt staffers to be denied

compensation after PWD dissolution

(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chaired a

meeting to finalize the dissolution of Pakistan's Public

Works Department (PWD), stating that employees

proven guilty of serious corruption charges would be

excluded from the financial compensation package

offered to laid-off staff. He also instructed officials to

finalize plans for transferring ongoing PWD projects to

the provinces and other relevant departments, with

recommendations to be submitted to the cabinet

promptly.
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The PWD is set to be dissolved due to its long-standing

issues of inefficiency and corruption. Prime Minister

Sharif directed the immediate dissolution of the PWD

during a high-level meeting in August, as part of

broader efforts to reduce government expenditures

and streamline operations. The decision follows

multiple reports and discussions highlighting the

department's failure to meet its objectives and deliver

on projects effectively.

Additionally, Shehbaz set a one-month deadline for

implementing the e-office system across all

government offices, emphasizing that file work without

e-office should be eliminated to enhance transparency.

He warned the Ministry of Information Technology and

Telecommunication against delays and requested

progress reports within two weeks. [The News

International]

Pakistan: Central bank aims to avail new

plastic and digital currency notes

(ht) The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) aims at working

on introducing new currency notes of all the

denominations with unique designs and updated

security features. The Senate’s Standing Committee on

Finance held discussions on August 21, over the

potential transition towards plastic and digital money.

The Governor of State Bank Jameel Ahmed said that

the evaluation and exercise of plastic notes will be

completed by the end of 2024 and confirmed

replacement of all existing currency notes. This will

contribute towards curbing counterfeiting.

Despite concerns from committee members about the

PKR 5,000 (USD 18) note facilitating corruption, Ahmad

clarified that there are no plans to discontinue it, and it

will be included in the new design. [Pakistan Observer]

[The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Discovery of missing PTI leader’s

body in Peshawar triggers protests

(lm) The body of the District Senior Vice President of

Pakistan’s main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was found in Peshawar

after he had been missing for several days. This

discovery led to protests by his family and PTI

supporters, who placed his body in front of the Bab-e-

Khyber and blocked Jamrud Bazaar Road. They
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demanded justice and the arrest of those responsible

for his death.

In a separate incident, four people were found dead in

a car along the M2 Motorway near Bhera, with a fifth

individual in critical condition. These incidents followed

the discovery of five bullet-riddled bodies of Afghan

nationals hanging from an electric pole in Balochistan,

who were suspected to be linked to a militant group.

[The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: 12-year-old girl found dead in

gunny bag with torture marks

(lm) The body of a 12-year-old girl was found in a sack

at a garbage dump in Karachi's Saddar area. Police,

responding to a tip-off, discovered the girl's body,

which showed signs of severe torture. The identity of

the victim remains unknown. Authorities suspect she

was kidnapped, tortured, and murdered elsewhere

before being dumped at the site. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Two bus accidents claim lives of

34 pilgrims

(ht) On August 25, two separate bus accidents that

took place in northeast and southwest Pakistan

resulted in deaths of at least 34 people. In the

southwest, 12 pilgrims lost their lives in a crash on the

Makran Coastal Highway, according to the interior

ministry. Meanwhile, a passenger bus plunged into a

deep ravine in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, killing

at least 22 people, including six women and a child.

[Reuters]

Pakistan: Militants kill 47 in multiple

attacks in Balochistan province

(ht/lm) In one of the deadliest days of violence in

Pakistan's southwestern Balochistan province,

militants carried out a series of coordinated attacks,

leaving at least 47 people dead and dozens injured.

The attacks, which occurred on August 27, targeted

police officials, security forces, and civilians in multiple

districts, including Gwadar and Musakhail. The

attackers, believed to be separatist insurgents from

groups such as the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA),

ambushed vehicles, blew up railway tracks, and

attacked a police station.
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In the most brutal assault, gunmen stopped buses and

trucks on a highway, checking passengers' national

identity cards before killing 22 people, mainly those

from Punjab province. In three other districts, militants

killed 16 more people in a series of attacks that also

saw the burning of vehicles and non-fatal explosions.

Retaliatory actions by security forces left 21 militants

dead, while 14 security personnel were also killed in

clashes. [Bangkok Post] [Dawn News]

In a separate incident, a bomb blast near a police office

in Pishin district killed two children and injured 16

others, including seven policemen. The explosive

device, attached to a motorcycle, was detonated

remotely. While no group has claimed responsibility for

the attack, Pakistan’s Counter-Terrorism Department

and Bomb Disposal Squad have been deployed to the

area. [Al Jazeera]

Balochistan, home to significant Chinese infrastructure

projects including the Gwadar port, has long been

plagued by separatist insurgencies. Attacks in the

province have increased by 40 percent this year, with

insurgents often targeting Chinese projects and

personnel. In March, militants launched an assault

near the port operated by China Overseas Ports

Holding Company, though no damage was inflicted as

all attackers were killed.

The violence comes as China continues to press

Pakistan to bolster security measures for its

infrastructure projects, part of the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC). The attacks highlight the

ongoing instability in Balochistan, where militant

groups have resisted military operations for decades.

[Bangkok Post] [Dawn News]

Pakistan: Gunmen attack school van in

Punjab province, killing two children

(ht) On August 22, gunmen opened fire on a school van

in Pakistan’s eastern Punjab province, killing two

children and wounding five other. The attack occurred

in the district of Attock as the children, some as young

as five, were traveling to school.

Police believe the assailants may have been targeting

the driver due to a personal feud, but they are also

investigating the possibility of terrorism. The incident

prompted condemnation from Pakistan's President

Asif Ali Zardari and Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi,

who called for urgent medical care for the injured.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-qi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-qd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-qh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-qk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-qu/


Attock district is located near Pakistan’s volatile

northwest, where militant attacks have increased in

recent years. The attack echoes past violent incidents,

including the 2014 Taliban massacre of nearly 150

children at a school in northwestern Pakistan and the

2012 attack on Malala Yousafzai, who went on to win

the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014. [Al Jazeera]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe

defends delay in local government

elections

(sa) President Ranil Wickremesinghe has defended

delaying the Local Government elections, arguing that

prioritizing economic recovery and public safety was

more critical than sticking to the election schedule. He

admitted the delay affected citizens' rights but deemed

it necessary given the financial crisis.

Education Minister Susil Premajayantha supported

Wickremesinghe, noting that the President faced the

challenge of handling a bankruptcy situation without

clear constitutional guidelines. He emphasized that the

public's main concern is economic recovery, not the

election.

The Supreme Court recently ruled that

Wickremesinghe, the Election Commission, and the

Attorney General violated fundamental rights by

postponing the elections, initially set for March 2023.

The Court has mandated that the elections be held as

soon as possible.

The delay has been criticized to avoid political

repercussions while implementing IMF-led austerity

measures. Wickremesinghe, who took office in July

2022 through a parliamentary vote, faces increasing

political pressure and scrutiny, which may impact the

upcoming elections and his re-election prospects. 

[Colombo Gazette] [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

[Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Election Commission's Response

Considering the Supreme Court's order to hold the

Local Government elections promptly, the Election

Commission stated that the elections could only be

held after the Presidential Election. Chairman R.M.L. A.

Rathnayake indicated that logistical issues prevent

simultaneous elections and noted that the Commission

will discuss the Court’s ruling and next steps at a

meeting scheduled for next Wednesday.
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The Supreme Court's ruling found that the actions of

President Wickremesinghe, as Finance Minister, along

with the Election Commission and Attorney General,

violated fundamental rights guaranteed by Articles

12(1) (equality) and 14(1)(a) (freedom of expression) of

the Constitution. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Pressure on presidential

candidates for action plans

(sa) As the presidential elections approach, candidates

are under increased pressure from the People's Action

for Free and Fair Elections (PAFFREL) to provide

detailed, actionable plans for their proposed policies.

PAFFREL is demanding specific, time-bound strategies

and financial plans to ensure that promises are

practical and feasible.

Presidential candidates, including Anura Kumara

Dissanayake of the National People’s Power (NPP) and

Sajith Premadasa of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB),

are expected to release their manifestos soon.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, running as an

independent, will also present his platform. Given Sri

Lanka’s current severe economic crisis, PAFFREL's push

for detailed plans is aimed at ensuring that electoral

promises are realistic and actionable. [Daily Mirror 1]

National People’s Power (NPP) plans

National People's Power (NPP) leader Anura Kumara

Dissanayake has presented a detailed vision for

addressing poverty and corruption in Sri Lanka. At a

rally in Balangoda, he outlined his plan for a

transparent tax system that includes annual SMS

updates to taxpayers about their contributions and

their utilization. Dissanayake also promised a

minimum allowance of LKR 10,000 (approximately USD

30) for low-income families, a one-third reduction in

electricity tariffs, decreased fuel prices, and the

removal of VAT on essential services such as food,

health, and education.

At a subsequent rally in Piliyandala, Dissanayake

criticized the idea of a minority government, arguing

that a strong mandate is essential for effective reform.

He positioned himself as a reformist alternative to the

current administration, stressing that only a

government aligned with public aspirations can tackle

corruption and organized crime.

Dissanayake also announced plans to address

management issues at Sri Lanka Telecom by bringing

in a foreign investor, citing the need for high-tech
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expertise beyond current domestic capabilities. [Daily

Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror

5]

In response to criticism from opposition presidential

candidates, President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

invited Sajith Premadasa and Anura Kumara

Dissanayake to a live discussion with IMF officials. He

proposed this to demonstrate how the proposed

amendments to the IMF agreement would be received.

This move comes as both the NPP and SJB have

indicated their intention to amend the agreement

signed with the IMF. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sajith Premadasa pledges

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa has unveiled a

new poverty alleviation program, pledging to grant LKR

20,000 (approximately USD 60) to each poor family to

enhance their economic status. During a rally in

Seruvila, Premadasa highlighted that the program will

integrate positive elements from previous schemes like

Janasaviya, Samurdhi, and Aswesuma. The initiative will

focus on savings, investment, empowerment, and

consumption, with the aim of improving the economic

situation of each family within two years.

Premadasa also made several promises to farmers,

including providing a 50kg bag of fertilizer for LKR

5,000 (around USD 15), stabilizing paddy prices, and

writing off agricultural loans. He pledged to repair all

irrigation tanks and address issues related to

microfinance exploitation.

Premadasa's approach differs from the NPPS's recent

proposals by emphasizing direct financial support to

individuals and families. While the NPPS focuses on

broader economic and structural reforms,

Premadasa’s plan is more immediate and targeted,

offering direct financial assistance to families, whereas

the NPPS's plans may involve more systemic changes.

[Daily Mirror 7] [newswire]

Namal Rajapaksa vision

SLPP Presidential Candidate Namal Rajapaksa criticized

the government for prioritizing the interests of

international lenders like the IMF, World Bank, and

ADB over the needs of Sri Lankan citizens. At a rally in

Yakkala, Rajapaksa emphasized that the government

should focus on serving its people rather than

appeasing these institutions.

He contrasted his vision with those of other campaigns

by stressing the need for modernizing education,

expanding vocational training, and attracting foreign
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investment through investor-friendly policies. He also

called for a fair tax system and opposed election-based

promises like substantial salary increases, advocating

instead for salary adjustments aligned with inflation.

Rajapaksa's platform aims to address systemic issues

while ensuring policies genuinely benefit the populace

rather than being driven by short-term electoral gains.

[Daily Mirror 8]

Fonseka Presidential candidate campaign

Presidential candidate Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka

remains unfazed by sparse turnout at his election

rallies. Despite videos showing empty venues, Fonseka

claims he did not use buses to transport supporters

and kept rally logistics minimal, including only 50

posters and limited sound. He emphasizes his focus on

sharing his views with whoever attends, regardless of

the number. [Colombo Gazette 2]

Fonseka's approach contrasts with other candidates

who use extensive resources to draw crowds. His

stance may reflect a strategy to build credibility

through transparency and genuine engagement,

rather than superficial showmanship.

Sri Lanka: UNP Chairman hints

Gunawardena will remain Prime Minister

if Wickremesinghe wins presidential poll

(sa) United National Party (UNP) Chairman Vajira

Abeywardena suggested that if incumbent President

Ranil Wickremesinghe wins the upcoming presidential

election, Dinesh Gunawardena will likely remain as

Prime Minister. Abeywardena cited historical

precedents, noting that past Prime Ministers continued

in their roles after their respective Presidents won

elections. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Controversy over presidential

debate

(sa) A controversy has arisen concerning the upcoming

presidential debate. A complaint has been lodged

against PAFFREL, which initially included six out of the

39 candidates. Janaka Ratnayake has requested the

Election Commission to cancel the debate, claiming it

unfairly advantages the selected candidates—Ranil

Wickremesinghe, Sajith Premadasa, Anura Kumara

Dissanayake, Namal Rajapaksa, Dilith Jayaweera, and
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P. Ariyanethran—by giving them excessive publicity.

Another candidate, Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, has also

indicated plans to file a complaint regarding the

debate.

In response, the March 12 Movement has extended an

invitation to all 39 presidential candidates for a debate

starting on September 7, with the goal of ensuring

fairness and broader representation. This debate will

occur over three days: September 7, 8, and 9. So far,

candidates Sajith Premadasa, Dilith Jayaweera, and P.

Ariyanethran have confirmed their participation.

[Colombo Gazette 1] [Colombo Gazette 2] [Colombo

Gazette 3]

Presidential Campaign regulations

The Presidential Elections Act, candidates are banned

from giving food, drinks, or gifts to voters, a practice

known as treating, which is deemed illegal. This

regulation has recently come into focus after an

incident where election authorities halted a candidate’s

event in Anuradhapura, intended for local

professionals and academics, due to this prohibition.

Additional Election Commissioner-Legal Chintaka

Kularatne underscored that such actions are

considered inducements and are not permissible.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Political turmoil and

resignations

(sa) During a recent live TV debate, a physical

altercation erupted between MPs Palani Thigambaram

and Velu Kumar of the Tamil Progressive Alliance (TPA).

The clash occurred on a political talk show and was

eventually broken up by TV staff. Thigambaram, who

supports Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa, accused

Kumar—who recently defected to back President Ranil

Wickremesinghe—of making false allegations.

TPA leader Mano Ganesan has called for an

investigation into the incident, suspecting it may be

politically motivated. This confrontation has led to

rising political tensions as the presidential election

approaches. [Daily Mirror 1]

In related news, SJB MP Thalatha Athukorala has

resigned, criticizing her party’s direction and calling for

reconciliation between Premadasa and

Wickremesinghe. She has not yet decided her stance

for the upcoming election. Athukorala's departure

reveals internal divisions within the SJB, potentially

impacting the party’s dynamics and voter perception.
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SLPP MP Wimalaweera Dissanayake has decided to

support Ranil Wickremesinghe in the upcoming

Presidential election.  [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Additionally, Jayantha De Silva, a former UNP member

and SJB co-organizer, has passed away at 78, further

unsettling the SJB ahead of the elections. [Daily Mirror

4]

Sri Lanka: CIABOC publishes presidential

candidates’ asset declarations

(sa) The Commission to Investigate Allegations of

Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) has published the asset

declarations of the 39 presidential candidates for Sri

Lanka’s 2024 election, revealing significant financial

disparities among them. Business tycoon Dilith

Jayaweera, with a monthly income of LKR 16,500,000

(USD 54,450), leads the list, followed by former Justice

Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, who earns LKR

1,345,000 (USD 4,438.50) per month.

In contrast, President Ranil Wickremesinghe reported

one of the lowest incomes, with a total of LKR 177,316

(USD 585.14) monthly from his salary and

parliamentary pension. Namal Rajapaksa, another

candidate, disclosed a monthly income of LKR 454,285

(USD 1,499.14) along with substantial personal loans

and luxury assets.

Other notable candidates include Sajith Premadasa,

with a monthly income of LKR 285,681.14 (USD 942.75)

and a portfolio of vehicles and properties, and Anura

Kumara Dissanayake, who earns LKR 256,802.34 (USD

847.44) monthly and has modest assets. Sarath

Fonseka and Janaka Ratnayake also reported

significant assets, including properties, luxury vehicles,

and investments. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission rejects

over 24,000 postal vote applications for

upcoming presidential polls

(sa) The Sri Lankan Elections Commission has rejected

over 24,000 postal vote applications for the upcoming

presidential election. Out of the 736,589 applications

received for postal voting, 24,268 were rejected. Sri

Lanka is set to elect a new president on September 21,

with postal voting scheduled for September 4, 5, and 6.

[Colombo Gazette]
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Sri Lanka: Concerns over election

complaints

(sa) The Election Commission and monitoring groups

have raised alarms over a surge in election-related

complaints, which have now exceeded 700. The

Commission plans to engage with relevant

stakeholders to address potential violence as the

election approaches. Complaints have been registered

about legal breaches, with a notable number related to

violence, including incidents leading to hospitalization.

The high volume of election complaints suggests

growing tensions and potential disruptions in the

electoral process. The Election Commission's proactive

stance could be crucial in maintaining electoral

integrity and preventing violence. However, the rising

number of complaints might undermine public

confidence in the election's fairness and could

influence voter turnout and election results. [Daily

Mirror 1]

In recent updates, reports have emerged about

artificial bottled toddy being handed out at campaign

rallies in the upcountry. Both observers and Public

Health Inspectors have voiced concerns regarding the

quality and safety of this toddy, which may contain

harmful chemicals. The PHI Union is currently

investigating and may request a Government Analyst

report on the potential health risks. Additionally, the

Institute for Democratic Reforms and Electoral Studies

has received complaints from tea and rubber estate

managers about the distribution of soft alcoholic toddy

during election events. [Daily Mirror 2]

In light of Harin Fernando and Manusha Nanayakkara's

recent appointments as Presidential Advisors, the

Election Commission is vigilantly overseeing to ensure

they don’t misuse their roles for election-related

activities. Chairman R.M.A.L. Rathnayake noted that

while the President can make such appointments, any

abuse, like using official resources for campaigning,

could breach election laws and compromise electoral

integrity. [Daily Mirror 3]

Similalrly, Opposition candidates view the appointment

of Harin Fernando and Manusha Nanayakkara as

Presidential Advisors as a potential disregard for Sri

Lanka's Constitution. They argue that these

appointments could undermine the integrity of the

electoral process, as they might use their new roles to

influence the election in favor of the President’s party.

[AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4]
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Sri Lanka: Catholic Church declines to

endorse presidential candidates amid

ongoing discontent over Easter Sunday

Attacks

(sa) In Sri Lanka, the Catholic Church has decided not

to endorse any candidate in the upcoming September

21 presidential election. The Church's decision comes

amidst ongoing dissatisfaction with the handling of the

2019 Easter Sunday attacks, which left over 270 dead

and nearly 500 injured. Despite meetings with major

candidates and current President Wickremesinghe, the

Church remains critical of the lack of progress on

addressing the attacks and other national issues. The

Church is focusing on broader concerns, including the

state of Catholic education, environmental protection,

and economic challenges, and urges voters to be

cautious in their choices. [The Island]

Government must respect judiciary, Cardinal Ranjith says

In recent updates, the Archbishop of Colombo Cardinal

Malcolm Ranjith has expressed deep concern over

recent government criticisms of the judiciary. In a

statement, he emphasized that judicial independence

is fundamental to a democratic society, asserting that

no external entity, including the government, should

interfere with how judges conduct their cases or make

decisions.

Cardinal Ranjith criticized the government's recent

remarks about judges whose rulings were unfavorable

to them, stressing that such interference undermines

the core principles of judicial independence. The

Cardinal condemned any notion that the judiciary is

subordinate to the Executive or Legislature, affirming

that all three branches of government are equal and

must respect one another. He urged all institutions to

uphold judicial independence, which serves as a critical

safeguard for the rights of all individuals, including the

powerless and politicians alike. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Social media platforms promise

swift action on election violations; TV

channels warned over coverage bias

(aa) Social media platforms, including YouTube,

Facebook, TikTok, Instagram, and WhatsApp, have

pledged to Sri Lanka’s Election Commission that they

will remove any content violating election regulations

within an hour of being notified. Repeated violations
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could lead to account suspensions for the election

period. The Commission has also engaged institutions

to monitor social media.

Additionally, local TV channels have been warned by

the Election Commission about biased coverage of

presidential candidates. A new committee led by Media

Ministry Secretary Anusha Pelpita will oversee news

bulletins to ensure equitable time allocation for all

candidates, with corrective measures required if

discrepancies are found. [The Sunday Times]

Sri Lanka: Salary increases for public

servants

(sa) The Cabinet has sanctioned a pay raise for all

government employees, set to start in January 2025, as

reported today by the President’s Media Division

(PMD). According to Committee Chairman Udaya

Seneviratna, the salary increases will vary from 24% for

lower-level staff to between 24% and 50% for those in

senior positions.

Seneviratna clarified that the specific raise will be

based on an employee's qualifications, experience, and

current role. The announced salary increase for public

servants is a strategic move that could bolster

government support among public sector workers. By

addressing salary disparities, the administration may

aim to improve morale and efficiency within the public

service. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Eleven suspects in 'Club

Wasantha' Murder remanded until

September 2; links to underworld and

Dubai account uncovered

(sa) Eleven suspects arrested in connection with the

murder of businessman Wasantha Perera, also known

as 'Club Wasantha,' have been further remanded until

September 2, 2024, by the Kaduwela Magistrate's

Court. Wasantha Perera was shot dead in Athurugiriya

last month, and another person also succumbed to

injuries. Popular singer K. Sujeewa was injured during

the incident, which occurred at the opening of a tattoo

studio. Investigations revealed that the studio owner,

who was also arrested, received LKR 1 million

(approximately USD 3,300) from an account in Dubai

and had financial ties to underworld figures. [Colombo

Gazette]
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Sri Lanka: Lawsuit over defective eye

drops

(sa) Three patients have filed lawsuits seeking LKR 300

million (approximately USD 990,000) in compensation

from former Sri Lankan Health Minister Keheliya

Rambukwella and ten others, including doctors and

pharmaceutical companies, after suffering permanent

vision loss. The loss resulted from using substandard

"Prednisolone Acetate" eye drops after cataract

surgeries at a government hospital. The lawsuits, filed

in Colombo District Court, allege that the eye drops

were defective and caused the patients to develop a

serious eye infection known as endophthalmitis,

leading to their vision impairment. The patients claim

the drug did not meet sterility standards, and they are

holding the defendants accountable for their damages.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: 30 investors show interest in

Cannabis investment plan for medicinal

and export markets

(aa) Sri Lanka's plan to cultivate cannabis and export

value-added products has attracted interest from 30

investors. The government has established regulations

for cannabis cultivation, and the applications from

interested parties are currently under review by a

committee comprising officials from the Department of

Ayurveda and the Board of Investment. While no

investors have started growing cannabis yet, land

allocation for cultivation is underway.

The primary product in the industry will be cannabidiol

(CBD) oil, used in medicinal applications, with the

potential for further value-added products. The

projects will be based in Mirigama and Kandy Stage II

zones, requiring firms to deposit USD 2 million with the

Board of Investment. A levy will be imposed on

exported products. [The Island]
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Cambodia: Prime minister’s performance

draws mixed reviews after one year in

office

(dql) As Prime Minister Hun Manet marks one year in

office, analysts offer mixed views on the achievements

of his administration.

Manet assumed office on August 22 last year (see AiR

No. 34, August/2023, 4), succeeding his father Hun Sen,

who led Cambodia for nearly 38 years and now serves

as Senate president. Upon assuming office, Manet

introduced the Pentagonal Strategy that seeks to

elevate Cambodia to an upper-middle-income country

by 2030 and a high-income one by 2050. The strategy's

first phase centers on human resource development,

infrastructure expansion, and technological

advancement (see AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5), with

notable projects like the Funan Techo Canal.

Ou Chanrath, president of the Cambodia Reform Party,

attacked the new administration for continuing the

restrictive measures of the previous government,

including detaining activists and limiting freedoms. He

also noted persistent issues like corruption, economic

challenges, and ongoing worker migration despite

government claims of progress. Chanrath,

furthermore, pointed out the limited investment from

Western countries, attributing it to concerns about

democracy and human rights, and underscored

unresolved issues like online crime and the blurring of

powers between legislative and executive institutions,

with the judiciary still appearing to follow government

directives.

Meanwhile, Yong Kim Eng, president of the People

Center for Development and Peace, acknowledged the

government's achievements in economic growth and

infrastructure development. However, he also noted

ongoing concerns about human rights and democracy

and expressed disappointment that the government

has not been more open to public opinion, with arrests

continuing for those expressing dissent.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-vu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-vu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-el/


On the other side, Yang Peou, secretary-general of the

Royal Academy of Cambodia, praised the government's

achievements in its first year, citing social funds and

vocational training, as well as efforts to maintain

macroeconomic stability amid global challenges. He

also highlighted the country’s balanced foreign

relations policy but emphasized the need for

continued efforts to combat corruption and enhance

public trust in civil servants. He warned that losing

public trust in civil servants could undermine

government support and potentially threaten the

country's leadership. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Defense ministry dismisses

rumors about coup to overthrow the

government

(dql) In an August 22 state, the Cambodian defense

ministry dismissed reports circulated in Chinese on

August 19 claiming that former Defense Minister Tea

Banh, now a member of the Supreme Privy Council to

the King, along with incumbent Defense Minister Tea

Seiha and elements of the Royal Cambodian Armed

Forces (RCAF), had staged a coup to overthrow the

government and arrest Prime Minister Hun Manet and

his father Senate President Hun Sen.

The ministry condemned reports as fabricated,

emphasizing the military's loyalty to the government

and commitment to national unity and stability. It

announced to take legal action against those

responsible for spreading the misinformation. Chinese

Ambassador to Cambodia Wang Wenbin also

denounced the fake news on Facebook, reaffirming

China's pledge to work with Cambodia to combat

disinformation.

In addition to these false reports, social media posts

have targeted the internal affairs of the Cambodian

People’s Party (CPP), including unfounded claims that

former Interior Minister Sar Kheng would become the

next prime minister and that Kheng and current

Interior Minister Sar Sokha were under house arrest.

The ministry also rejected these allegations.

The ministry of Information’s Anti-Fake News

Commission, meanwhile, revealed that 320 cases of

fake news were recorded in July, including incitement,

fabricated stories, and defamatory content against the

monarchy and government. In the first half of 2024,

there were 1,701 instances, a 12 percent increase from

the same period the previous year. In 2023, the

ministry recorded more than 3,000 cases of fake news.
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The ministry noted that it is working with Facebook

and TikTok to remove harmful content and block fake

accounts, many of which are operated by individuals

abroad. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Tax fraud concerns

(ma) The General Department of Taxation (GDT) in

Cambodia has issued a warning to the public about a

tax fraud scam that is targeting individuals and

businesses. Scammers are impersonating tax officials

and contacting people through phone calls and

messages, demanding payments or personal

information under the guise of tax obligations. The

GDT emphasized that they do not conduct tax-related

communications in this manner and urged the public

to be vigilant.

In response to the growing number of fraud cases,

GDT is advising people to verify any suspicious

communications by contacting official tax offices

directly. They are also working with authorities to track

down and take legal action against those involved in

these scams.

The GDT’s warning is part of a broader effort to protect

the public from financial crimes and maintain trust in

the tax system. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Cambodian political activist

upper handed

(ma) Hay Vannith, the brother of Cambodian political

activist Hay Vanna, was arrested at the Thai border

amid rising political tensions. This arrest followed

threats from Senate President Hun Sen against Hay

Vanna's family. Vannith was reportedly forced to

confess to political activities he was not involved in,

particularly protests the Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam

Triangle Development Area.

Human rights organizations have labeled Vannith as a

victim of enforced disappearance, raising concerns

over the Cambodian government's crackdown on

dissent. Despite his brother's arrest, Hay Vanna

remains steadfast in his activism, though the situation

underscores the dangers faced by activists and their

families in Cambodia.

The arrest is part of a broader pattern of government

actions against political opposition, as authorities

continue to suppress dissent and intimidate activists.
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The incident has drawn international attention,

highlighting the ongoing human rights challenges in

Cambodia. [Radio Free Asia]

Indonesia: Clashes erupt as parliament

moves to reverse Constitutional Court

ruling on regional elections

(si) On August 22, clashes erupted between police and

protesters in Jakarta and other major Indonesian cities,

including Padang, Bandung, and Yogyakarta, as tens of

thousands gathered to oppose the government's

attempt to reverse a Constitutional Court ruling.

The protests followed a controversial move by

Indonesia's parliament, dominated by President Joko

"Jokowi" Widodo's supporters, to overturn a

Constitutional Court decision that would lower the

threshold for parties to field candidates in regional

elections, issued on August 20. The parliament’s push

to maintain the 20 percent representation

requirement for a party or coalition of parties has

drawn widespread criticism, as it favors the ruling

coalition and could prevent opposition figures like

Anies Baswedan from running for key positions.

The power struggle between parliament and the

Constitutional Court has raised fears of a looming

political crisis. The situation has intensified with the

government's efforts to circumvent another ruling that

maintains a minimum age limit for candidates, which

would block Widodo's 29-year-old son, Kaesang

Pangarep, from running in a regional election.

Observers warn that the ongoing conflict could

escalate, with critics like Joko Anwar accusing the

country's leaders of trying to consolidate power at the

expense of democracy. [Antara] [BBC]

In a latest development, Commission II of Indonesia’s

House of Representatives (DPR), in charge of domestic

administration and regional autonomy; state

apparatus and bureaucratic reform, elections, land and

agrarian Reform, approved on August 25 a draft

regulation by the General Elections Commission (KPU)

concerning regional head candidacy, aligning it the

Constitutional Court’s two rulings.

The first one, Decision Number 60, revises the

nomination threshold for regional head candidates,

allowing political parties without seats in the Regional

Representative Council (DPRD) to propose candidates

based on the number of valid votes in a region. New

thresholds will range from 6.5 percent to 10 percent of

a province's or district's voter population. The second

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-et/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ei/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ed/


one, Decision Number 70, sets the minimum age for

candidates at 30 for gubernatorial positions and 25 for

regent and mayoral positions, counted from when the

KPU determines the candidate pairs. This decision

overturns a previous Supreme Court interpretation

that counted age from the inauguration of elected

candidates.

These changes have affected Kaesang Pangarep,

President Joko Widodo’s youngest son, who was

initially expected to run for vice governor of Central

Java. He is ineligible this year due to his age, as he will

be 29 when the KPU announces eligible candidates on

September 22. The Gerindra Party, chaired by

President-elect Prabowo Subianto, has since

nominated Taj Yasin Maimoen as the running mate of

Ahmad Luthfi. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Carbon tax regulations to curb

emissions still to be finalized

(si) On August 26, Finance Minister Sri Mulyani

Indrawati stated during the Indonesia Net-Zero

Summit in Jakarta that the Indonesian government is

still developing regulations for the implementation of a

carbon tax to reduce carbon emissions.

The government is also focusing on ensuring that

businesses and industries are well-prepared for the

carbon tax to be effective. Indrawati highlighted the

importance of the existing carbon market mechanism

in controlling emissions, although she did not specify

when the carbon tax would be officially introduced.

Earlier, the Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs

outlined a two-phase approach for the carbon tax,

beginning with the power plant subsector and later

extending to the transportation sector using fossil

fuels. These sectors are expected to account for

around 71 percent of emissions in the energy sector.

Additionally, the government launched the Indonesia

Carbon Exchange (IDXCarbon) in September 2023,

which has facilitated carbon transactions totaling IDR

36.7 billion (approximately USD 2.3 million) as of June

2024. [Antara]

Indonesia: Prabowo’s optimism over

country becoming global food exporter

questioned
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(si) On August 26, President-elect Prabowo Subianto

expressed his vision for Indonesia to become a global

food exporter and a central hub in the world’s food

supply chain. However, lawmaker Hanan Rozak from

the Golkar Party, the ruling coalition member party

and second largest party in the House of

Representatives, highlighted that achieving this goal

would be challenging, given Indonesia's recent reliance

on rice imports despite its agricultural heritage. Rozak

pointed out the historical success in rice self-

sufficiency during the Soeharto era and raised

concerns about the current lack of investor interest in

expanding rice fields.

Agriculture Minister Andi Amran Sulaiman, during the

same meeting, highlighted the difficulties faced by

domestic agriculture, particularly due to climate

challenges like El Niño. He noted that despite previous

efforts towards self-sufficiency, imports were still

necessary, even during peak self-sufficiency years. The

minister outlined the government’s plan to expand rice

fields by 1 million hectares, with initiatives already

underway in Merauke and Kalimantan. Prabowo

remains confident in achieving food self-sufficiency

within five years and aims to position Indonesia as a

global food supplier. [Tempo]

Laos: Government presents plan to

combat inflation by end of the year

(dql) Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone has unveiled

a strategic plan to curb inflation and stabilize the Lao

economy in the final five months of 2024. The plan

targets reducing inflation to below 20 percent by

December, managing the currency exchange rate, and

ensuring overall economic stability. In July, the inflation

rate stood at 26.1 percent. [Xinhua]

Key measures include boosting domestic production

and decreasing reliance on imports. The Bank of Laos,

the country’s central bank, will revise interest rates,

monitor deposit and loan rates, and use various tools

to control the money supply. To manage excess

liquidity, the government will promote open market

operations, issue bonds, and establish compulsory

fees.

A significant aspect of the strategy is the creation of a

centralized foreign exchange market (FX Platform) to

oversee transactions and manage exchange rates

within flexible limits, addressing informal transactions.

The government will also encourage the use of the Lao

kip over foreign currencies by promoting local goods,

imposing consumption taxes, reducing quotas on non-
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essential imports, and enforcing strict regulations to

ensure pricing in kip. [The Laotian Times]

Additionally, the Ministry of Finance signed an

agreement with TL Holding Co., Ltd. to establish the

Lao Bullion Bank, aimed at building gold reserves,

strengthening the Lao kip, and improving financial

stability. This initiative is expected to enhance Laos's

self-sufficiency and its position in regional and global

markets (see AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2).

Laos: Foreign debt situation worsens

(ma) A DW article highlights Laos' severe debt crisis,

largely attributed to Chinese loans under the Belt and

Road Initiative. These loans, intended for energy

infrastructure and high-speed rail development, have

failed to deliver the anticipated economic returns.

Laos' debt now exceeds 100 percent of its GDP, with

Chinese loans comprising half of the country's USD

10.5 billion foreign debt. This situation has led to

significant currency devaluation and soaring inflation.

China's loans come with high interest rates, and while

Beijing faces accusations of "debt-trap diplomacy,"

experts also point to the Laotian government’s role in

accumulating unproductive debt. The worsening

economic conditions are impacting everyday Laotians,

with rising inflation and a decline in public services.

[DW]

Laos: Record low number of entrance

exam enrollment raises concerns

(dql) According to latest statistical data, the National

University of Laos (NUOL), Laos’ only national

university, is facing a sharp decline in entrance exam

candidates, dropping from 15,000 in 2016 and 2017 to

just 5,457 this year.

The decrease became evident in 2021, amid the Covid-

19 pandemic, when only 6,625 high school graduates

took the entrance exam. Despite this, NUOL admitted

7,395 students, including those who did not sit for the

test. There was a brief recovery in 2022, with 10,103

students registering and 6,990 being admitted.

However, enrollment fell again to 7,441 in 2023 and

has continued to decrease in 2024.

The Ministry of Education and Sports attributes the

decline to limited job opportunities and low-income

prospects, which discourage students from pursuing
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degrees. Additionally, many Lao students are opting

for scholarships abroad rather than attending local

universities.

In response, the university has introduced new

scholarships for the 2024-25 academic year, including

the NAGAO and Mitsubishi UFJ scholarships. These

scholarships cover fields such as agriculture, science

and environment, education, and natural sciences,

aiming to increase enrollment by providing financial

support and attracting international partnerships. [The

Laotian Times]

Laos: Enhancing disability rights

(dql) Laos is reinforcing its commitment to improving

the lives of its disabled citizens, marked by the recent

publication of an agreement on driver’s licenses and

driving tests tailored for people with disabilities. This

initiative aligns with Laos's broader efforts to enhance

accessibility, in partnership with the International

Organization of Disabled Persons. [Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Muhyiddin hands over

documents to police amidst investigation

(oc) On August 21, Perikatan Nasional (PN) chairman

Muhyiddin Yassin gave documents to the police to

assist an investigation into a speech he made in the

run up to the August 17 Nenggiri by-election (see AiR

No. 34, August/2024, 3). [The Star]

In the controversial speech in question Muhyiddin is

alleged to have questioned the role of the previous

16th King of Malaysia, Sultan Abdullah of Panang, by

claiming that “for some reason,” he was not invited by

former king to be sworn in as prime minister after the

2022 despite securing the majority to form the

government. This claim has been perceived as

slanderous against the former monarch. [Free

Malaysia Today]

The former King’s son said Muhyiddin’s words were

damaging and attacked his father. He told the police to

apply the full effects of the law on Muhyiddin. The

Pahang police chief Yahaya Othman, meanwhile,

disclosed that 28 reports had been logged against

Muhyiddin as of August 20. [Malay Mail]

The opposition PN is the second largest political

coalition in the House of Representatives with 74 seats
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after Pakatan Harapan (PH) with 81 seats and ahead of

Barisan Nasional with 30 seats.

Malaysia: Penang state urges residents to

reduce water use

(oc) Residents in Penang state have been told to

reduce water consumption due to shortage concerns.

This is because there are low levels of water at the

state’s dams. The Penang Water Supply Corporation, a

nationalized company which supplies water to that

region, noted the dam’s water levels are on average

26.4 percent of maximum capacity.

With these shortages in mind, the National Water

Service Commission (SPAN) told states to discover new

water resources as these droughts may be more

common with climate change. [Channel News Asia]

Malaysia: Johari says palm oil must be

sustainable to maintain high export

values

(oc) The Minister of Plantation and Commodities, Johari

Abdul Ghani has said Malaysia has exported around

USD 36.5 billion worth of commodities per year. He

said at the center of these exports is palm oil, which

has accounted for more than USD 22.8 billion and

therefore a large majority of Malaysia’s exports.

Speaking at the PENTALK session, a forum to note the

federal government’s achievements, on August 21 he

said his current focus is on the production of palm oil.

His main aim is to maintain the high exports of the

product so that Malaysia maintains economically

prestigious. One way in achieving these aims is to

ensure Malaysian palm oil is produced in a sustainable

way, so that other competitors across the world cannot

charge them with not complying with international

environmental standards.

He said Malaysia is the world's second largest palm oil

exporter which is central to the Malaysian economy.

He warned that Malaysia had to comply with

international laws to avoid the same fate as rubber,

which fell from being a key national exporter to a

product that is largely imported.

Palm oil shows how the government is focused on

economic prosperity through high export values, which
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is achieved by complying with international

environmental laws as well as labor rights. [Bernama]

Malaysia: State to carefully monitor prices

to stamp out inflation

(oc) Communications Minister, Fahmi Fadzil, has called

on all ministries to carefully monitor the price of goods

to avoid unwanted inflation. This is amidst plans to

raise civil service pay within the next year.

At a cabinet meeting on August 21, he said

government ministers have been ordered to oversee

various markets and will undergo field visits to their

constituencies to understand the conditions of local

economies. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Decision on marriage

registration issue for Muslim refugees

postponed

(dql) On August 23 Malaysian National Council for

Islamic Affairs (MKI) held its 72nd meeting, with

marriage registration for Muslim refugees, including

Rohingya, Syrian, and Palestinian refugees, among the

topics discussed. Attended by Sultan of Perak Sultan

Nazrin Shah, MKI chairman, and Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim, the MKI highlighted the need to register

marriages of refugees to address resulting social

issues, such as lack of documentation when children

are born.

Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department (Religious

Affairs) Mohd Na’im Mokhtar noted that a proposal

paper on this matter was presented by the Malaysian

Islamic Development Department (Jakim) and the

National Security Council (MKN). However, the

discussion on refugee marriage registration was

postponed due to its sensitivity and will be revisited in

the next MKI meeting, scheduled for November or

December, to allow for a comprehensive review of

security aspects. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Court order for government to

release report on Pastor Raymond Koh’s

disappearance upheld

(dql) Malaysia’s High Court has upheld its decision

requiring the government to share a classified report
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on Pastor Raymond Koh's disappearance with his wife

Susanna Liew, citing the government’s failure to justify

withholding the task force report.

Earlier, the police and the government requested a

delay until September 13 to release the report, citing

procedural requirements. Liew's lawyer, Jerald Gomez,

agreed to postpone contempt proceedings until that

date, as the government committed to providing the

report.

The court had previously granted Liew's request for

the document, highlighting its relevance to her lawsuit

against the government and police over Koh's

disappearance. Liew's lawsuit, filed four years ago,

seeks to hold authorities accountable for Koh's

abduction on February 13, 2017, and for misconduct in

public office. She is also seeking damages related to his

disappearance. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Immigration department to

increase work rotations of enforcement

officers to reduce corruption

(oc) The Immigration Department Director-General

Ruslin Jusoh has announced plans to increase work

rotations to address integrity violations among

enforcement officers. He referred particularly to

sensitive areas like border entry points.

Ruslin added that the department's Integrity Division

will closely monitor officers and that all officers are

required to declare their assets annually. This measure

aims to provide continuous oversight of officers'

finances and assets.

Ruslin’s statements followed recommendations made

by Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution and the recent

arrest of four Immigration Department officers

suspected of involvement in a syndicate smuggling

foreigners into the country. Nasution highlighted the

need for job rotations to prevent prolonged

placements that could lead to misconduct.

In total, eleven individuals, including four enforcement

officers, have been remanded for their suspected roles

in the smuggling syndicate, which was dismantled by

the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission. The

officers were stationed at Kuala Lumpur International

Airport's Terminal 2, and their remand periods range

from three to five days. [New Strait Times]
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Myanmar: Junta forms new national

militia committee amid growing losses

(tl) The Myanmar military junta has formed a new

committee to train, arm, and supply militias at village

and ward levels nationwide, following the introduction

of mandatory military service law in February 2024.

The committee, led by the junta's border affairs

minister, will oversee "people's security and anti-

terrorism groups" at village and ward levels, arranging

food, arms, and military training.

It will also be in charge of recruiting, rescue training,

logistics support for military operations, and

recompense for recruits lost or injured in combat.

Additionally, the committee will hire technicians to

work on advanced weapons and provide

postponement or exemption from conscription.

The formation of the committee comes two weeks

after the fall of Northeastern Command in northern

Shan State and six months after the regime introduced

mandatory military service for men aged 18-35 and

women aged 18-27.

In 2022, the junta also formed "people's security

groups" including the army, police, and pro-junta

supporters against pro-democracy resistance forces

and ethnic armies. Political parties have been forced to

participate in the upcoming election, although the poll

plan has been criticized as a ruse to keep the military

in power longer. [The Irrawaddy][Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Two journalists killed during

military raid

(sc) On August 21, a military raid resulted in the deaths

of two journalists and two members of a local armed

resistance group in Kyaikto Township of Mon State.

Win Htut Oo, a citizen journalist for Democratic Voice of

Burma (DVB), and Htet Myat Thu, a freelance journalist,

were killed under violent circumstances, along with

two fighters from the Kyaikto Revolutionary Force.

[Democratic Voice of Burma] [Radio Free Asia]

Pro-military groups have since claimed that both

journalists, aged 26 and 28 respectively, were

members of the resistance, contrary to accounts by

family members who affirm their journalistic

credentials. The DVB CJ Network Coordinator

highlighted Win Htut Oo’s commitment to ethical

journalism and his focus on including perspectives
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from the resistance in his reports from southern

Myanmar.

The deaths have sparked outrage among media

professionals and calls for justice, with DVB demanding

an immediate investigation into the killings. Both

journalists had faced significant risks prior to their

deaths; Win Htut Oo had an outstanding arrest

warrant issued in 2021, and Htet Myat Thu had been

wounded during an anti-coup protest crackdown.

Despite attempts to reach out, the military

spokesperson did not respond to requests for

comment.

Myanmar: Journalists club launched to

defend press freedom amidst crisis

(sc) On August 23, the Myanmar Journalists Club (MJC)

announced its dedication to safeguarding the rights

and enhancing the working conditions of journalists

facing severe challenges in Myanmar. Established by a

group of working journalists both within and outside

Myanmar on August 17, the MJC aims to champion the

rights of media workers facing dual threats from

authoritarian oppression and internal media

organization violations.

Amidst reports of brutal torture and killings by the

junta, coupled with harassment and rights

infringements within their own ranks, journalists in

Myanmar are enduring severe physical and mental

trauma, affecting the quality of news during a critical

period for the nation. The MJC seeks to provide a safe,

hostile-free work environment, advocate for fair

treatment, and document violations against media

personnel to ensure their issues are addressed and

compensated. [Myanmar Journalists Club]

The newly founded club is set against a backdrop of

multifaceted challenges that include lethal attacks by

the junta forces, and coercion from revolutionary

groups. Additionally, journalists face internal

challenges such as harassment from male-dominated

editorial boards and exploitation by international

media support entities and Western donors, who often

misallocate funds meant for journalistic support.

Through its advocacy, the MJC intends to fortify the

network of journalists, promoting not only solidarity

but also a resilience against both governmental and

non-governmental pressures that threaten press

freedom in Myanmar.
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Myanmar: Junta backed Pao National

Organization (PNO) recruit militias in

Shan State

(tl) The pro-junta Pa-O National Organization (PNO) has

trained 10,000 militia members in Pinlaung Township,

a township in the Pa-O Self-Administered Zone (SAZ) in

southern Shan State. According to PNO, the 10,000

troops from Naungtaya town will serve in Pinlaung

Township's military and security capacities, overseen

by the Pa-O National Army (PNA), the organization's

armed branch. Pinlaung Township is bordered by

Naypyitaw, the administrative capital of Myanmar

Junta.

According to the Pa-O Human Rights Organization, the

pro-junta Pao National Organization (PNO) has

stepped up forced recruitment and taxation of

residents in Hsi Hseng, Taunggyi, Nyaung Shwe,

Hopong, and Pinlaung townships since February 2021.

Locals are forced to undergo intensive military training

before being armed and put in uniform. In mid-2022,

the PNO started months-long military training

sessions, recruiting over 2,000 troops in seven batches.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Rohingya refugees mark 7th

anniversary of forced exodus

(sc) On August 25, tens of thousands of Rohingya

refugees gathered in the camps of Cox's Bazar,

Bangladesh, to commemorate the seventh anniversary

of their forced exodus from Myanmar. The mass rally

highlighted their continued demand for an end to

violence and a safe return to Myanmar, emphasizing

their unresolved status and lack of citizenship rights

back home. [Reuters]

The backdrop to this anniversary is an ongoing

escalation of conflict in Myanmar's Rakhine State,

where recent fighting between the Myanmar military

and the Arakan Army (AA) has led to further

displacement of the Rohingya. This recent surge in

violence has intensified the plight of over a million

Rohingya living in dire conditions in Bangladesh's

camps, with little hope for repatriation. Bangladesh’s

authorities, facing growing local hostility and

diminishing international support, have reiterated that

repatriation is the only viable solution, yet the

prospects for safe and dignified return remain bleak.

[National News Agency of Bangladesh]
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International responses to the crisis include

statements from UN agencies and global leaders.

UNICEF has expressed alarm over the rising civilian

casualties in Rakhine, particularly among children,

while the UNHCR has acknowledged Bangladesh’s

efforts but emphasized the need for sustained

international support. On the eve of the rally, U.S.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken reaffirmed the U.S.

commitment to supporting the Rohingya, calling for an

end to the ongoing humanitarian crisis and human

rights violations they endure. This international

spotlight underscores the complex geopolitical and

humanitarian challenges surrounding the Rohingya

crisis, highlighting the urgent need for a coordinated

and humane resolution. [UNICEF] [U.S. Department of

State]

Myanmar: Junta initiates tripartite talks

focus on elections and security

(sc) On August 23, the junta-formed National Solidarity

and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC)

convened a meeting with representatives from

National Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)-signatory ethnic

armed organizations (EAOs) and the Political Parties

Working Group in Nay Pyi Taw. Chaired by NSPNC's Lt-

Gen Tun Tun Naung, alongside notable figures like Saw

Mra Raza Lin of the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) and

Dr. Aye Maung of the Arakan Front Party (AFP), the

meeting aimed to address the practicalities of

conducting elections in EAO-controlled areas,

enhancing state stability, and reducing armed conflicts.

[Myanmar Digital News]

Notably absent was the Shan State Reconstruction

Council RCSS/SSA, cited by Colonel Khun Okka as

unprepared due to internal affairs. The dialogue on

August 24 further extended to include 49 political

parties, discussing the integration of humanitarian aid

and regional development into the peace process.

[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta's targeted travel bans on

specific ethnic groups stir controversy

(sc) As of August 22, the Myanmar junta has imposed

travel restrictions specifically targeting the Wa, Palaung

(Ta’ang), and Kokang communities in Shan State,

necessitating individuals with ID cards starting with

‘13/’ to obtain special permissions for travel. These

restrictions, disclosed by bus line officials operating
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between major cities such as Yangon and Mandalay,

have not been given a clear end date, casting

uncertainty on the mobility of these ethnic groups. The

directive has led to the cessation of ticket sales to

these community members for travel from Yangon to

various parts of Shan State, further isolating them.

[Burma News International]

The move comes amid ongoing conflicts in northern

Shan State involving the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army (MNDAA) and the Ta’ang National

Liberation Army (TNLA). These groups have recently

captured several towns, challenging the junta’s control,

which has responded with tightened security measures

including travel bans. Criticism from local and

international observers has labeled these restrictions

as racially discriminatory, intensifying the ethnic

tensions in the region. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta central bank’s hyper

monetary expansion

(tl) The Central Bank of Myanmar has printed an

additional MMK 3 trillion in a single week in July to

contain liquidity crunch at commercial banks. The

central bank set a fixed official exchange rate of MMK

2,100 to the dollar. The amount is almost USD 1.4

billion, while the actual market exchange rate is

roughly USD 490 million. [EBO Myanmar] [The

Irrawaddy]

However, economists warn that the value of the kyat

currency will continue its catastrophic decline as a

result of the central bank's drastic increase in money

supply in an attempt to contain a liquidity crisis. This

will further harm the already severely damaged

economy, which has been subjected to more than

three years of severe economic mismanagement

under junta rule.

Within weeks of the junta ramping up the money

supply, the kyat's value quickly plummeted. On August

9, it fell to 6,000 to the one US dollar, and on August

16, it breached the 7,000 mark. The kyat was trading as

low as 1,300 to one US dollar before the Feb.1, 2021

coup. At the same time, fuel shortages affected people

in Myanmar's cities and rural areas. Imported diesel

and gasoline costs rose in tandem with the kyat's

decline in value. [AZERNEWS]

Two executives from private bankers said the central

bank pushed trillions of kyat into the banking sector to

prevent it from collapsing. Residents have faced

restrictions and other difficulties withdrawing cash
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from banks since early July. However, junta's affection

for printing plenty of cash is not new. Australian

economist Sean Turnell who served as an economic

advisor to previous Aung San Su Kyi’s government,

revealed that the regime had printed about MMK 30

trillion in the three years since its coup. He stated that

Myanmar's economy is 50 percent below its pre-coup

state, with the military seized power in 2021.

Turnell also urged the international community to

recognize the junta's inability to be a reliable partner

economically, diplomatically, or strategically. He

emphasized that air superiority and advanced

weaponry were the junta's only advantage, and the

regime needed foreign exchange to buy air-delivered

ammunition. The US has begun to restrict the junta's

foreign exchange and reduced the supply of weaponry.

Turnell also called other countries to join the US in

financial sanction against the regime and block jet fuel

sales. Human rights groups, and watch groups have

repeatedly urged the international community to

impose aviation fuel sanctions on the regime. [The

Irrawaddy 2] [Mizzima News]

Philippines: Authorities pursue former

Mayor Guo following fleeing of country

amid corruption probe

(rr) Philippine authorities are investigating how former

mayor Alice Guo, accused of ties to Philippine offshore

gaming operators (POGOs) linked to Chinese criminal

syndicates, managed to flee the country. President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. vowed accountability, warning

that "heads will roll" and ordering Guo's Philippine

passport canceled after foreign immigration records

confirmed her escape.

Guo, the former mayor of Bamban in Tarlac province,

became the subject of a Senate investigation in May

after a raid on a casino in her hometown uncovered

scams linked to a facility partially owned by her. Her

background has also faced intense scrutiny, but Guo

denies the accusations, claiming she is a natural-born

Philippine citizen. Due to her failure to comply with the

investigation, the Senate issued an arrest warrant, and

human trafficking charges are currently under review

by prosecutors.

The Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Commission

recently confirmed that Guo used her Philippine

passport to travel to Malaysia and Singapore in mid-

July and Indonesia in August. However, her lawyer

insists that she remains in the Philippines, though no
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further details have been provided. [The Straits Times]

[The Guardian] [NBC News]

Guo’s sister and associate apprehended in Indonesia

Against this backdrop, Indonesian authorities arrested

and deported the sister and an alleged business

associate of Guo. Both Guo's sister, Sheila Guo, and

business associate Cassandra Ong were wanted for

failing to attend congressional hearings. [South China

Morning Post] [Benar News]

Philippine police raid Chinese-run scam center

In related developments, police raided a Chinese-run

scam center in Manila on August 22, arresting dozens

of Filipino and foreign workers involved in fraudulent

activities, including a cryptocurrency investment and

"love" scam. Among the 67 foreigners arrested were 58

Chinese nationals and others from Southeast Asia,

along with 32 Filipinos. Many of the workers claimed

they were forced into these illegal activities. [The

Straits Times 2]

Philippines: Former Ilocos Sur Govenor

Singson announces 2025 senate bid with

Duterte's endorsement

(ga) Luis ‘Chavit’ Singson, a Filipino businessman and

politician who previously served as the Governor of

Ilocos Sur province, has announced his candidacy for

the Philippine Senate in the 2025 mid-term elections.

After receiving an endorsement from former President

Rodrigo Duterte, Singson confirmed his intent to run,

stating that it was an honor to have Duterte's support.

[The Manila Times]

Singson previously ran for the Senate in 2007 but was

unsuccessful. He is also recognized for his involvement

in the impeachment trial of former President Joseph

Estrada, as he was a key witness in the corruption case

that led to Estrada's ousting in 2001.

Singson further addressed a recent controversy

involving the Baluarte Zoo during his announcement.

Reports of animal abuse at the zoo had surfaced

online, but Singson, a known animal lover, denied such

claims. He stated that harming animals would be a

severe offense and promised to terminate any staff

involved in such activities. The Baluarte Zoo has since

issued an apology concerning the issue. [Manila

Bulletin]
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Philippines: Quiboloy supporters clash

with police in Davao

(rr) Violence broke out on August 25 during a street

protest against the ongoing police efforts to

apprehend fugitive doomsday preacher Apollo

Quiboloy at the Kingdom of Jesus Christ (KOJC)

property. The clash resulted in an undetermined

number of injuries, including six police officers.

During the protest, a tear gas canister exploded,

causing Quiboloy's followers and supporters to scatter

in panic. Protesters vowed to remain at the KOJC

compound until the police vacate the premises, where

a search for Quiboloy and four other fugitives is

ongoing.

Quiboloy, who refers to himself as the “appointed son

of God,” and his four followers are wanted on charges

of child abuse and trafficking, with the preacher also

facing allegations of sexually abusing a minor.

[Rappler]

Philippines: Senate website

hacked, officials assure no sensitive data

compromised

(ga) The Senate of the Philippines confirmed that its

website was hacked on the evening of August 20,

though no sensitive or confidential data was

compromised. Senate Spokesperson Arnel Jose Bañas

said that the information extracted by the hackers

included usernames and logs from the Senate

SharePoint site mainly used for uploading public

documents. Bañas emphasized that this data consists

of basic metadata, such as upload dates and file sizes,

and poses no significant security risk.

The Department of Information and Communications

Technology (DICT) Assistant Secretary Renato Paraiso

supported this sentiment, stating that the incident was

not a cause for urgency. The documents accessed

during the breach included transcripts of committee

hearings, journals of plenary sessions, and other

legislative materials intended for public consumption,

which are available upon request. 

A cybersecurity group first reported the hacking

incident called Deep Web Konek on the social media

platform X. The group claimed that a hacker collective

known as "DeathNote Hackers" was responsible for

breaching the Senate's IT systems, specifically targeting
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the Senate Legislative Information System and

SharePoint Site.

In response to the breach, the Senate is working

closely with relevant authorities to investigate the

incident and prevent similar occurrences in the future.

Despite the breach, the Senate remains confident that

its current cybersecurity framework is sufficient to

protect against significant data loss or security threats.

[The Manila Times] [Philippines News Agency]

Philippines: Court issues arrest warrant

for Daraga Mayor

(ga) A court in Metro Manila has issued an arrest

warrant for Daraga, Albay Mayor Carlwyn Go Baldo,

charged with two counts of murder related to the

December 2018 killings of former Ako Bicol

Representative Rodel Batocabe and his police aide,

Master Sergeant Orlando Diaz.

The arresting team was unable to locate Baldo at his

residence as he was reportedly absent. Bicol

authorities have advised Baldo to surrender to address

the charges, noting that the warrant remains valid

indefinitely. Baldo’s office has not yet responded to

requests for comment. [Inquirer] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Rebels killed in clash with

army in Negros Occidental and Antique

(ga) Two New People’s Army (NPA) rebels were killed in

an encounter with Philippine Army troops in

Himamaylan City, Negros Occidental, on August 22.

The firefight lasted approximately five minutes when

troops from the 94th Infantry Battalion responded to

reports of armed men in the area.

The encounter led to the recovery of significant

military equipment, including rifles and various rounds

of ammunition. No casualties were reported among

the government forces. The chief of the 3rd Infantry

Division emphasizes that it serves as a strong warning

to remaining NPA members, urging them to surrender

and promising reintegration assistance from the

government. [Sun Star] [Manila Bulletin]

Meanwhile, in Eastern Samar, an alleged NPA’s high-

ranking and a medical staff, surrendered to authorities

in the Taft Municipality. [Philippine Star]
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In Valderrama, Antique, a clash between the army and

the NPA on August 24 resulted in the death of one

rebel. The incident took place in the upland area of

Barangay Calyat in the morning, where a unit from the

Philippine Army’s 61st Infantry Battalion, encountered

seven NPA members. Six of the rebels managed to

escape, leaving one of their comrades dead. [Philippine

News Agency]

Philippines: Chief of national police orders

enhanced security in vulnerable

barangays nationwide

(ga) Philippine National Police (PNP) Chief Gen.

Rommel Francisco Marbil has ordered an intensified

police presence across all barangays on August 21,

focusing on the most vulnerable and geographically

isolated areas. This directive was issued to ensure that

even remote communities with insurgency issues

receive adequate security, aiming to address crime

reduction, terrorism, and illegal drug activities by

maintaining the PNP's reach at the grassroots level.

Marbil's order centers around revitalizing the "Pulis sa

Barangay" (RPSB) program, which has significantly

reduced crime rates and enhanced public safety. He

mandated that all police units nationwide prioritize the

deployment of officers in high-risk areas, ensuring that

no community is left unprotected. Mobile patrol units

are to conduct continuous roving operations within

their designated areas to improve the PNP's rapid

response capabilities and maintain public safety.

Marbil emphasized the mobile patrols as the "eyes and

ears on the ground," ready to respond to any distress

call immediately. This initiative is part of a broader

strategy to ensure that all Filipinos feel the protective

presence of the PNP regardless of their location.

Marbil also called for active collaboration between

police officers and public safety volunteers within their

communities. He further highlighted the need for the

immediate implementation of these directives, with

regular reports on their execution to be submitted to

PNP headquarters for review and further guidance.

[Manila Bulletin] [Philippines News Agency]

Philippines: New procurement law

bolsters anti-corruption efforts in

government
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(rr) Budget and Management Secretary Amenah

Pangandaman highlighted the significance of the New

Government Procurement Act (NGPA) or Republic Act

12009 in combating government corruption. Speaking

at the Kapihan sa Manila Bay forum on August 21,

Pangandaman emphasized that the NGPA aims to

improve government efficiency and quality of

outcomes. She assured that the new law, which

includes safeguards and digitalization efforts, will

prevent issues similar to the Pharmally scandal.

The NGPA introduces innovative procurement

methods such as competitive dialogue and direct

acquisition, focusing on flexibility and quality rather

than just cost. It also promotes citizen involvement and

private sector oversight in the procurement process.

[Philippine News Agency]

Singapore: Opposition leader Pritam Singh

applies to have case heard in High Court

like S Iswaran's

(lm) Singapore’s Leader of the Opposition Pritam Singh

has applied to have his case heard in the High Court

rather than in the State Courts, referencing the case of

former Transport Minister S Iswaran, whose case was

similarly transferred to the High Court.

Singh is accused of lying under the Parliament

(Privileges, Immunities, and Powers) Act regarding

statements he made about his handling of former

Member of Parliament Raeesah Khan's false

allegations of police misconduct. If convicted, he faces

up to three years in prison, fines of up to SGD 7,000, or

both. The Attorney-General’s Chambers (AGC) has

indicated that it will seek a fine for each charge if Singh

is convicted.

His legal team argues that his case is of strong public

interest and goes to the heart of Singapore's

democracy, thus deserving of a hearing in the High

Court. The application to transfer the case was made

under Section 239 of the Criminal Procedure Code,

which allows cases to be transferred to the High Court

under specific conditions, such as when a fair trial

cannot be had in the State Courts, or when a complex

legal question is likely to arise. The prosecution,

however, contends that Singh’s case does not meet

these criteria and argued that his lawyers should have

sought a judicial review of the prosecution’s decision

instead of filing for a transfer to the High Court.

Iswaran, who faces separate charges involving

corruption and obstruction of justice, had his case
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transferred to the High Court due to its potential

impact on the conduct of public servants, a point which

the prosecution argues does not apply to Singh's case.

The court will deliver its decision on whether Singh's

case will be transferred to the High Court on

September 9. Singh's trial is set to begin in the State

Courts on October 14, pending the decision on the

application for transfer. [ChannelNews Asia] [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Authorities investigate illegal

extremist preaching by foreign nationals

using fake passport

(ga) Authorities in Singapore are investigating a

Bangladeshi preacher, Amir Hamza, who delivered an

unauthorized sermon to migrant workers earlier this

month.

Hamza, who has a history of making extremist and

segregationist statements, entered Singapore using a

passport with a different name. He is alleged to have

extremist teachings and connections to terrorism,

including involvement with the pro-Al-Qaeda terrorist

organization Ansar al-Islam. He was arrested in

Bangladesh in 2021 for his terror links and incitement

of militancy, including a suspect linked to a planned

attack on Bangladesh's parliament. [CNA] [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: Two former bankers charged in

laundering case

(lm) Singapore has charged two former bank

managers, Wang Qiming and Liu Kai, for their alleged

involvement in a massive SGP 3 billion (USD 2.3 billion)

money-laundering case. Wang, formerly with Citibank,

faces charges related to forging documents and

laundering funds. Liu, formerly with Bank Julius Baer, is

accused of helping submit a forged Chinese tax

document to open a Swiss bank account. The charges

follow last year’s arrests of wealthy foreigners involved

in laundering illicit funds. [yahoo!news]

Singapore: Company and COO fined for

fatal fall of worker at warehouse
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(ga) The court fined a Singaporean industrial

equipment distributor YHI Corporation USD 200,000

and its Chief Operating Officer (COO) Ong Chin Kiong

USD 150,000 after both pleaded guilty to offenses

under the Workplace Safety and Health Act (WSHA)

following a fatal accident three years ago that involved

the death of a veteran Singaporean worker in 2021.

The machine operator involved in the fatal accident

has also been charged under the WSHA for reckless

behavior and will plead guilty in September.

The court found that the workers involved were not

trained or equipped to perform the tasks that led to

the accident. No workers wore appropriate fall

prevention equipment and used unapproved wooden

pallets, which caused the accident.

The Ministry of Manpower (MOM) prosecutor

emphasized that the company failed to conduct a risk

assessment or establish safe work procedures for the

operation of Very Narrow Aisle (VNA) machines used in

the warehouse. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Man caught with 9.5 kilogram

of heroin in nation’s largest single haul so

far in 2024

(lm) A 12-day island-wide anti-drug operation in

Singapore led to the largest single heroin seizure of

2024, with a 67-year-old man caught with 9.5 kilograms

of heroin, along with 2.6 kilograms of Ice, other drugs,

and more than SGD 25,000 (USD 19,250) in cash. The

Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) estimated the total

drug haul to be worth SGD 1.4 million (USD 1.078

million).

The operation, conducted between August 12 and 23,

saw the arrest of 113 suspected drug offenders and

the seizure of drugs valued at SGD 1.54 million (USD

1.185 million). Among those arrested were two 15-

year-old boys, one for suspected drug abuse and the

other for suspected drug trafficking. [ChannelNews

Asia] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: In 'dangerous and

unpredictable' world, national service

forms 'backbone' of country’s security

(lm) Singapore’s Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

emphasized the importance of national service in
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maintaining the city-state's security amidst an

increasingly "dangerous and unpredictable" world.

During his first official visit to the Singapore Armed

Forces (SAF) Basic Military Training Centre (BMTC) in

Pulau Tekong since taking office in May, Wong stressed

the need for a strong SAF and Home Team to keep

Singapore safe. [ChannelNews Asia]

Thailand: Former prime minister Thaksin

unveils his visions for restructuring

country

(msz) Thaksin Shinawatra, the de fact leader of the

ruling Pheu Thai Party and father of incumbent Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, on August 22

proposed a 14-point strategy to improve Thailand’s

sluggish economy in his first public speech since

returning to the country after 17 years in self-imposed

exile.

Most significantly, Thaksin endorsed the Pheu Thai

Party's THB 500 billion (USD 14.5 billion) "digital wallet"

handout initiative as a crucial measure to reinvigorate

Thailand's sluggish economy. This handout scheme

was a cornerstone of the party's election campaign

and is designed to provide THB 10,000 (USD 290) in

credit to approximately 50 million Thais, distributed

through a smartphone application to be spent within

six months locally. [Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation

Thailand] [Reuters]

Initially scheduled for rollout in the fourth quarter of

2024, the digital wallet scheme faced uncertainty after

the dismissal of former Prime Minister Srettha

Thavisin. However, Thaksin's recent remarks suggest

that the plan will proceed under Paetongtarn's

government. The Royal Gazette announced a royal

endorsement of THB 122 billion (USD 3.5 billion) to

fund the scheme, effective August 24. [Bangkok Post 2]

In his address, Thaksin also stressed the need for

"small steps of protectionism" to protect Thailand's

economy from an influx of low-cost Chinese products.

He clarified that Thailand does not oppose Chinese

goods but must ensure fair competition in the market.

Thaksin called for better coordination between the

finance ministry and the central bank, urging both to

align fiscal and monetary policies while respecting

institutional independence.

Addressing one of Thailand's critical economic

challenges, Thaksin underscored the need to tackle the

nation's escalating household debt, which stood at

THB 16.4 trillion (USD 475.6 billion), or 90.8 percent of
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GDP, at the end of March. He advocated for

restructuring household debt and emphasized that the

finance minister would need to engage with all banks

to address this issue.

He also aims to legalize Thailand's substantial

underground economy, particularly online gambling, to

boost GDP by 50 percent. Industrial restructuring

would involve reducing electricity costs and promoting

green energy to position Thailand as a safe haven for

industries amid global geopolitical tensions.

Thaksin also envisions large-scale investments in

entertainment complexes, including casinos, and

proposes allowing land sales to foreigners under

specific conditions, with the land leased by the

Treasury Department. Additionally, he suggests

implementing a 20-baht electric train fare by having

the government buy back private train projects and

using congestion charges from cars to subsidize public

transportation.

In addition to these economic measures, Thaksin

outlined the importance of reforming Thailand's

agriculture sector to make it more competitive and

increase incomes for farmers. He also emphasized the

need to boost tourism, a key driver of economic

growth, by expanding Bangkok's main airport and

enhancing Thailand's overall tourism infrastructure.

[Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation Thailand] [Reuters]

Critics warn Thaksin off politics

Thaksin public address drew sharp criticism from

opponents who accused him of arrogance and

boasting. Moreover, critics like Thepthai Senpong, a

former Member of Parliament for the opposition

Democrat Party, noted that Thaksin's speech lacked

new ideas and merely echoed outdated policies.

[Bangkok Post 2]

But more crucially, critics, including Jatuporn Prompan,

a prominent former leader of the red-shirt movement

which supported former Thaksin, condemned the

former premier for allegedly controlling the

government through his daughter, Prime Minister

Paetongtarn.

Echoing these concerns, other political critics have

warned that Prime Minister Paetongtarn's new

government could face backlash if Thaksin exercises

too much influence over it. Critics like legal scholar

Jade Donavanik suggest Thaksin's public involvement

could lead to violations of Thailand's Political Parties

Act, potentially endangering Pheu Thai’s stability. Some

observers see Thaksin's prominent role as reinforcing
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his control over the government, which could fuel

political opposition and protests. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thaksin not in control: PM

In response to these concerns, Prime Minister

Paetongtarn rejected claims that her father is

controlling her government. She clarified that Thaksin’s

comments during the "Vision for Thailand" event were

his personal views, not official policy. While

acknowledging her father's economic experience, she

stressed her independence and confirmed that the

government’s digital wallet scheme will proceed as

planned. [Bangkok Post 3]

Poll: Most Thais want Thaksin to stay away from govt

Against the backdrop of Thaksin's perceived

dominance over the government, it is noteworthy that

a recent poll by the National Institute of Development

Administration found that most Thais believe Thaksin

should not hold any position in his daughter

Paetongtarn's government. A majority feel he should

neither influence government decisions nor advise

from "behind the curtain." While some think he should

provide unofficial advice as a father, many believe he

should step back completely and allow Paetongtarn to

govern independently. Only a small percentage

support Thaksin holding an official role in the

administration. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Concerns over Constitutional

Court Judge Udom's impartiality, ethics

after controversial remarks on MFP

dissolution

(bk) Constitutional Court Judge Udom Sitthiwirattham's

lecture on "The Constitutional Court and the Protection

of Citizens' Rights and Freedoms under the 2017

Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand," delivered at

an event on August 15, went viral on social media due

to his controversial remarks on the Court's recent

ruling regarding the dissolution of the Move Forward

Party (MFP). [see AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2]

Controversial remarks

He stated that the MFP should be grateful for the

Court's unfavorable decision because it led to its

successor, the People's Party (PP), receiving over THB

20 million (USD 0.6 million) in public donations, shortly

after the dissolution. Judge Udom noted that the MFP

was running low on funds and that these donations
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provided significant relief. He also pointed out that the

dissolution had minimal impact on the party's

members, many of whom had already transitioned to

the PP.

Udom was one of the judges who voted to dissolve the

MFP, citing its attempt to undermine the monarchy

with its campaign to amend the lèse-majesté law.

Additionally, the judges imposed a 10-year political ban

on the party's executive board members. [Thai

Enquirer 1] [Thai Enquirer 2] [Matichon, in Thai]

Judge impartiality and ethics in doubt

In response, Rangsiman Rome, a key member of the

PP, criticized Judge Udom’s comment as inappropriate

and dismissive of the significant public support for the

former MFP members, who have now continued their

political activities under the new party. Rangsiman

argued that the dissolution deprived many promising

politicians of their roles. [Thai PBS World]

On August 22, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of

the PP, proposed an urgent motion in the House of

Representatives in relation to the incident. He

emphasized that judges are expected to act impartially

and uphold their honor and integrity. He questioned

whether judicial actions, including the dissolution of

the MFP, were influenced by personal biases rather

than legal principles. He also stressed that the public

has the right to scrutinize judges' actions, especially

when their decisions have far-reaching political

implications.

Expanding on this, Parit Wacharasindhu, a party-list

MP from the PP, noted that the extensive powers

granted to the Constitutional Court by the 2017

Constitution, combined with vague standards of

judicial ethics and a lack of mechanisms for public

accountability, pose risks of misuse of authority. He

called for constitutional amendments to address these

concerns and improve transparency and accountability

within the judiciary and other independent

constitutional agencies. [X (formerly, Twitter), in Thai]

Additionally, former Election Commissioner Somchai

Srisutthiyakorn has warned that Judge Udom could

face an investigation for ethical misconduct due to his

controversial comments. Somchai highlighted that

Constitutional Court judges must maintain honor,

dignity, integrity, transparency, impartiality, and

respect for human dignity. He suggested that Udom's

remarks might have damaged the Court’s reputation

and failed to meet these standards. This could prompt

a petition to the National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC) under Section 234 of the Constitution, which
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authorizes investigations into unusual wealth,

corruption, or serious ethical breaches by high-ranking

officials, including Constitutional Court judges. [Thai

Enquirer 3]

Thailand: New cabinet lineup expected to

be finalized by the end of the week

(bk) The finalization of Thailand's new cabinet is

expected by the end of this week, according to

Caretaker Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham

Wechayachai. The government plans to begin working

on national issues after presenting its policy statement

to parliament next month. Once the line-up is finalized,

it will be submitted for royal endorsement, after which

the new ministers will take an oath of office.

The cabinet is limited to 35 positions, but the number

of candidates from coalition allies exceeds this limit, as

parties are preparing for the possibility of some

candidates being deemed ineligible by the

Constitutional Court. The court recently raised ethical

standards for cabinet members following the dismissal

of ex-Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. [Bangkok Post 1]

Palang Pracharath Party names same 4 MPs for Cabinet

posts

The Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) has nominated the

same four MPs who served in the previous

government for cabinet positions. The nominees

include caretaker Natural Resources and Environment

Minister Pol Gen Phatcharavat Wongsuwan, caretaker

Agriculture Minister Capt Thamanat Prompow,

caretaker Deputy Agriculture Minister Atthakorn

Sirilatthayakorn, and caretaker Deputy Public Health

Minister Santi Promphat.

During a party executive meeting chaired by Gen

Prawit Wongsuwon, the nominations were approved

despite a reported rift between Gen Prawit and Capt

Thamanat, who was absent from the meeting. Capt

Thamanat later denied submitting a separate list of

nominees and rejected rumors of a deal with the

opposition Democrat Party.

The PPRP acknowledged that if any nominee is found

ineligible for a cabinet post, replacements will be

made. Additionally, rumors that Gen Prawit might step

down as party leader were denied. [Bangkok Post 2]

Democrat Party rumored to join Pheu Thai-led coalition

government
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It is also unclear whether the opposition Democrat

Party, which won only 25 seats in the general election

held on May 14 last year, will join the coalition. Former

Democrat leader Chuan Leekpai has strongly opposed

the party's potential alliance with the Pheu Thai-led

government, citing concerns about preserving its

dignity and integrity. Chuan recently warned that

joining the coalition would diminish the party's status,

reducing it to a "spare party" role.

Despite Chuan's objections, the current Democrat

leadership under Chalermchai Sri-on appears ready to

leave the opposition and become part of the coalition

government, with former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra acknowledging their potential inclusion.

Speculation suggests that the Democrats may receive

two ministerial positions, with Chalermchai as Natural

Resources and Environment Minister. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Opposition People's Party under

fire over August 9 appointments

(lm) Political activist Ruangkrai Leekitwattana has

called on Thailand's Election Commission (EC) to

investigate the main opposition People's Party (PP), the

successor to the recently dissolved Move Foward Party

(MFP), over potential violations related to its August 9

leadership appointments. Ruangkrai claims the

appointments may have violated regulations since the

meeting was not announced a week in advance, as

required by the former MFP's rules. Additionally, the

National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

questioned the rejection of a bill submitted by the

MFP, which sought to amend Thailand's royal

defamation, citing its unconstitutionality. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Opposition pushes for legal

reforms to prevent future political

upheavals

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition People's Party (PP), the

single-largest party in Parliament's lower house, is

seeking legal amendments to prevent future political

upheavals following the removal of Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin on August 14 and the earlier

dissolution of the PP's predecessor, the Move Forward

Party (MFP). The PP aims to amend the constitution's

party dissolution provisions and the National Anti-

Corruption Commission (NACC) Act, which governs

politicians' ethics.
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These changes would protect political parties from

dissolution and reduce the severity of political bans on

lawmakers, which can currently last for 10 years or for

life. The PP is working with the ruling Pheu Thai Party

to advance these reforms, which would require a

referendum to alter the powers of the court or

independent bodies. The goal is to make it harder to

dissolve political parties while ensuring that ethical

violations are more clearly defined and punished

appropriately. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bhumjaithai Party leaders

accused of forest park land encroachment

(msz) Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul

and the party's secretary-general Chaichanok

Chidchob are facing serious allegations of land

encroachment in Khao Kradong Forest Park, Buri Ram.

Lawyer Pattharpong Supassorn, also known as An

Buriram, submitted a formal petition to the National

Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) on August 21,

accusing the two politicians of illegally seizing state-

owned land.

The allegations specifically involve a 5,083-rai (8,133

acres) land plot that belongs to the State Railway of

Thailand (SRT). According to the petition, the Chidchob

family, a prominent political clan particularly influential

in Buri Ram province, allegedly used part of this land to

expand a race circuit and football stadium. Meanwhile,

Anutin is accused of playing a direct role in a land grab

within the forest park itself.

Pattharpong brought the issue to the NACC after the

Department of Lands (DoL) concluded a survey of all

land deeds within the park. The survey revealed

evidence of illegal encroachment on state property.

Given that the land in question is state-owned, any

illegal activity linked to a political officeholder could

lead to severe consequences, including a lifetime ban

from politics due to ethical violations. [Bangkok Post]

[Thaiger]

Thailand: Ex-police chief to be arraigned in

Red Bull heir hit-and-run case

(lm) Public prosecutors in Thailand have announced

plans to arraign eight suspects, including former

national police chief Pol Gen Somyot Poompanmoung,

in relation to the high-profile Red Bull heir hit-and-run

case. The arraignment, set to take place at the Central
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Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases,

follows a request by the National Anti-Corruption

Commission (NACC), which suspects the case was

mishandled.

The eight suspects, which include former deputy

attorney-general Nate Naksuk, are accused of

tampering with evidence, particularly altering the

reported speed of the Ferrari driven by Vorayuth

Yoovidhya during the 2012 incident. Vorayuth, the son

of Red Bull tycoon Chalerm Yoovidhya, was involved in

a hit-and-run accident that killed a police officer of the

Thong Lor police station on September 3, 2012.

At the time of the accident, Vorayuth was 27 years old.

Despite widespread public outrage, he managed to

evade justice by fleeing the country. Over the years,

several charges against him were dropped, including a

speeding charge in 2013 and a charge for failing to

assist the crash victim in 2017 due to the expiration of

their respective statutes of limitations.

However, Vorayuth still faces the more serious charge

of reckless driving causing death, which carries a

maximum penalty of up to 10 years in prison. This

charge has a 15-year statute of limitations and will

remain active until 2027. Despite multiple attempts to

bring him to justice, Vorayuth remains at large, and the

case has become a symbol of the inequities in

Thailand's legal system, especially concerning the

wealthy and powerful.

The Office of the Attorney-General expects the legal

proceedings against the eight suspects to be finalized

within a year, marking a significant development in a

case that has been under intense scrutiny for over a

decade. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Study predicts most casino

gamblers will be Thais

(lm) A study by Thailand's Finance Ministry predicts

that if the proposed entertainment complex project,

including a casino, is approved, up to 90 percent of the

gamblers will be Thai residents. The study estimates

that out of a potential 4.8 million casino visitors, 3.7

million will be locals, while 1.1 million will be

foreigners. The data was based on Macau's gambling

statistics, where 90 percent of casino players are local

residents.

The entertainment complex initiative is being

spearheaded by a special House committee led by

caretaker Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.
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The committee's findings were submitted to the Thai

cabinet, which led to the drafting of a law to regulate

the project. The move comes after the committee's

study concluded that a domestic casino could shift

gambling traffic from neighboring countries back into

Thailand, capturing the market of Thais who already

engage in card games and other forms of gambling.

The draft law is currently going through public

hearings, a constitutional requirement. Under the

proposal, the prime minister would enforce the law,

with an Entertainment Complex Policy Committee

overseeing policy and licensing. The license to operate

a casino would be available to companies with at least

THB 10 billion (USD 290 million) in registered capital,

and would last for 30 years, with the option to renew

for another 10 years. The initial license fee is set at THB

5 billion (USD 145 million), with an additional annual

fee of THB 1 billion (USD 29 million).

The estimated casino entrance fee for Thai citizens will

be capped at THB 5,000 (USD 145) per person.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Mae Mont gambling network

targeted in USD 145 million crackdown

(lm) The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) in

Thailand has arrested four suspects linked to a THB 5

billion (USD 145 million) online gambling network

operating in Nakhon Sawan and Lop Buri provinces.

The suspects are believed to play key roles within the

Mae Mont gambling network, serving as executives or

shareholders. They have been charged with organizing

gambling activities, persuading people to gamble, and

money laundering. These arrests follow the detention

of 15 other members of the same network earlier in

April as part of the government's broader crackdown

on illegal gambling and money laundering operations.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Moonshine methanol

hospitalizes 20, kills one in Bangkok

(lm) In Thailand’s capital Bangkok, authorities shut

down 18 moonshine shops across six districts after at

least two man died and 25 others were hospitalized

due to methanol poisoning from illegal alcohol. The

patients, mostly men aged 30 to 40, were treated for

symptoms including dizziness, vomiting, seizures, and
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vision loss. Some may require lifelong kidney dialysis,

and seven are experiencing severe vision impairment.

Investigations revealed that a factory in the Saphan

Sung district was producing 40 percent proof alcohol

by mixing methanol with water and distributing it to

the 18 shops. Tests revealed dangerous methanol

levels as high as 100,000 parts per million (ppm) in the

liquor, far exceeding the safe limit of 1,000 ppm.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Anti-graft body suspects three

police of being 'unusually rich'

(lm) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

has accused three senior police officers of being

"unusually rich" through illegal activities.

Former Marine Police Division chief Boonsueb

Praithuen is accused of accepting bribes from oil

smugglers, accumulating THB 36.77 million (USD 1.07

million), some of which was spent on life insurance.

Boonsueb, already jailed for corruption and royal

defamation, faces the confiscation of his assets. He

had been fired and stripped of his rank in 2015.

Two other officers, Pol Col Noppadol Ninmanon and

Pol Col Phetcharaporn Mongphonmuang, are still

serving. Noppadol allegedly fabricated informants to

claim rewards amounting to THB 61.65 million (USD 1.8

million) from drug seizures, which he used to buy

property. Phetcharaporn was found to have purchased

gold and land worth millions of baht, despite having

insufficient income. The NACC has recommended that

their assets be confiscated and both officers be

dismissed within 60 days. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Two senior local officials

‘unusually rich’, Anti-Corruption

Commission rules

(lm) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

found evidence supporting allegations that two senior

local officials in Suphan Buri and Samut Songkram are

unusually wealthy, with approximately THB 46 million

(USD 1.33 million) in unexplained assets between

them.

Former mayor of tambon Plai Na, Raynu Phonlasen,

was found to have at least THB 21.3 million (USD
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615,000) in savings without a clear explanation. She

claimed the money came from a man, but was unable

to provide evidence of a loan agreement. The NACC

will forward her case to the Attorney-General's Office

for potential prosecution.

In a separate case, Manat Phaetjakreng, former deputy

chairman of the Khlong Khon Tambon Administrative

Organisation, was found to have hidden assets worth

THB 25.2 million (USD 727,000) in his and his wife's

names. His case has been referred to the Supreme

Court's Division for Persons Holding Political Positions,

with recommendations for a ban on contesting

elections and potential criminal charges. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Legal twist offers beleaguered

condo project new hope

(lm) The Ashton Asoke condominium project in

Bangkok, which faced potential demolition due to legal

issues, may be granted a reprieve. The Council of State,

the government's legal advisory body, has suggested

that the condo's owner may re-apply for a construction

permit retroactively with the Bangkok Metropolitan

Administration (BMA). This follows a Supreme

Administrative Court order last year to revoke the

condo's original permit because the property's main

entrance did not meet the required width.

Despite the permit being revoked, the council

indicated that the building permit is not entirely

nullified. This legal interpretation allows the developer,

Ananda MF Asia Asoke Co, to re-apply for the permit

without demolishing any part of the building. The BMA

is required by law to instruct the owner to do so. The

condo, located in a prime area near Sukhumvit and

Asoke Montri roads, had been deemed illegally built.

Condo unit owners and tenants, who were considering

legal action for damages, may not be barred from

accessing the building while the permit issue is

resolved. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Complaints over illegal Chinese

bus services

(lm) Thai bus operators are facing growing competition

from Chinese operators using nominees and offering

lower prices, according to the Thai Transportation

Operators Association. Illegal foreign firms, particularly
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Chinese-run businesses, are dominating the market by

registering under Thai nominees, offering cheaper

services, and using foreign drivers, which is against

Thai law. These operators undercut prices by half,

affecting the local industry. Authorities are being urged

to crack down on these illegal operators, with Thai bus

operators struggling to recover from the pandemic and

needing government support to control fuel prices and

address this ongoing issue. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former Move Forward Party

leader Pita to return to Harvard as

Democracy Fellow

(msz) Pita Limjaroenrat, the former leader and prime

ministerial candidate of Thailand's now-defunct main

opposition Move Forward Party (MFP), will join Harvard

Kennedy School as a Democracy Fellow. Pita will divide

his time between Boston and Bangkok while mentoring

future leaders and supporting the People's Party, the

successor to the MFP.

Pita is among 11 MFP executives imposed with a ten-

year ban from politics by the Constitutional Court ,

which also ruled on August 7 to dissolve the party and

impose the political ban. The court found the MFP

guilty of undermining the constitutional monarchy due

to their proposals to amend Article 112 of the Criminal

Code, also known as the lese-majesty or royal

defamation law. [ AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2]

He remains hopeful for a return to politics after the

ban, though he faces further legal challenges that

could impose a lifetime political ban. Vowing his

commitment to continuously promoting leadership

and democratic principles across the ASEAN region,

Pita said that he will pursue the twin goals of learning

and also sharing his experiences in political struggle,

democracy, public policy during his fellowship.

[Bangkok Post] [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Supreme Court grants bail to

royal imposter

(msz) On August 21, the Supreme Court granted bail to

activist Jatuporn Sae Ung after she had appealed an

Appeal Court ruling on August 19, which sentenced her

to a two-year prison term and a THB 1,000 fine for

violating Article 112 of the Criminal Code, also known

as the royal defamation law. Jatuporn was found guilty

of impersonating the Queen during the anti-
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establishment demonstration in Bangkok in 2020 [see

AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3]. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Army lawyer joins Hua Hin pub

death probe

(lm) The Royal Thai Army has appointed a military

lawyer to oversee the investigation into the fatal

shooting of SM1 Rojchanaphon Rojchanapanich, an

intelligence officer, at a Hua Hin pub that was open

past legal hours. Jakkrit Worakul, accused of the

shooting, was arrested but released on THB 500,000

(USD 14,500) bail. Concerns have been raised about

the suspect's ties to local police and the removal of

security cameras from the crime scene. The victim's

family has sought help due to fears of injustice in the

case. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Minors rescued from karaoke

sex bars

(lm) Police in Buri Ram province rescued six underage

girls during raids at two illegal karaoke bars, Phop Rak

and Muean Fan, in Prakhon Chai district on August 21.

At Phop Rak, police found victims of human trafficking,

including one girl under 15, providing sexual services.

The bar owner, Kruea Fah, and a Lao employee were

charged with trafficking minors. At Muean Fan, no

evidence of human trafficking was found, but minors

were discovered working illegally as cashiers or

bargirls. The bar owner was charged with operating a

brothel and involving minors in illegal activities.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Concern as more young drug

dealers arrested in Northeast

(lm) Authorities in Buri Ram province, northeastern

Thailand, arrested two minors, aged 16 and 17, on

suspicion of selling yaba (methamphetamine and

caffeine) pills, raising concerns about the growing

involvement of young people in drug dealing. The

minors confessed to delivering drugs under orders

from an older dealer who fled to Laos. Authorities

seized 122,500 yaba pills from a hideout linked to the

suspects. This arrest followed a separate case where

five vocational school students, aged 19-20, were

detained for allegedly distributing 82,000 meth pills.
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Both groups are believed to be part of the same drug

network. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central bank chief sets terms

for rate cut

(lm) The governor of the Bank of Thailand (BoT),

Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput, stated that the central

bank is open to cutting interest rates if economic and

financial conditions require it. He noted that tight

liquidity or credit conditions could prompt such a

move, but for now, the outlook for the economy,

inflation, and financial stability remains stable.

Concerns have emerged as banks have slowed loan

growth, particularly in auto and SME loans, due to

higher credit risks. The BoT recently held its interest

rate at 2.50 percent, despite calls from the Pheu Thai-

led government to lower rates to stimulate economic

activity. Sethaput, however, believes that deep

structural reforms are more important than lower

rates for economic recovery.

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra suggested

measures to revive the economy, including reducing

bond sales and halving fees collected from commercial

banks to boost liquidity. While the central bank has

differing views on some issues, Sethaput expressed

readiness to work with the Ministry of Finance and the

new Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's

government. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Illegal securities trading

targeted

(lm) Thai stock market regulators, including the

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the

Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), have partnered with

the Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) to combat

illegal securities trading. Under a new memorandum of

understanding (MoU), these organizations aim to

dismantle criminal activities in the capital market and

enhance investor confidence.

The agreement focuses on improving cooperation,

streamlining enforcement, and establishing joint task

forces to address issues like fraud, embezzlement, and

unfair trading practices. This coordinated effort is

intended to prevent economic crimes that harm

investors and affect the national economy.
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Recent incidents, such as the case involving Warrix

Sport and missing shares deposited as collateral,

highlight the need for better enforcement. The

regulators are working with Warrix executives to

recover the shares, though the custodian involved is

outside SEC supervision. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bangkok Metropolitan

Administration faces USD 672 debt for

overdue market lease fees

(lm) The State Railway Workers' Union of Thailand is

demanding that the Bangkok Metropolitan

Administration (BMA) pay THB 672 million

(approximately USD 19.49 million) in overdue lease

fees for using State Railway of Thailand (SRT) land at

Chatuchak Market, one of the largest and most famous

markets in Thailand, from 2018 to 2022.

The BMA had been tasked with managing the market

until 2028 but failed to sign the necessary contract

with the SRT, leading to a civil lawsuit. In June 2022, the

Civil Court ordered the BMA to pay the outstanding

fees in monthly installments of THB 14 million

(approximately USD 405,000). The BMA has proposed

solutions such as debt restructuring and rental fee

reductions but has not withdrawn its appeal and

continues to follow the legal process. If the issue

remains unresolved, the SRT may repossess the land.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Koh Samui's cruise terminal

expected to open in 2032

(lm) A cruise terminal in Koh Samui is expected to open

by 2032 to boost tourism in Surat Thani, according to

Thailand's Deputy Caretaker Minister Manaporn

Charoensri. The Marine Department completed a study

on the THB 12.1 billion (approximately USD 349

million) project, which will be located at Laem Hin

Khom.

The project is expected to generate THB 46 billion

(around USD 1.32 billion) in economic benefits over 37

years, with construction starting in 2029. Once

operational, the terminal is estimated to handle 120

cruise landings annually, attracting 180,000 visitors per

year. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: MRTA plans rail systems in 4

provinces

(lm) The Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand

(MRTA) plans to develop light rail systems in Phuket,

Chiang Mai, Nakhon Ratchasima, and Phitsanulok, with

a budget of THB 77 billion (USD 2.2 billion). The project

costs are estimated at THB 35 billion (USD 1 billion) for

Phuket, THB 30 billion (USD 870 million) for Chiang

Mai, THB 7 billion (USD 203 million) for Nakhon

Ratchasima, and THB 5 billion (USD 145 million) for

Phitsanulok. Construction is set to begin in 2028, with

bidding starting in 2026. Additionally, the MRTA is

advancing work on Bangkok's Brown Line and

extending several existing rail lines. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New Suvarnabhumi runway to

open at year-end; first hearing on Chiang

Mai airport revamp held

(lm) The third runway at Suvarnabhumi Airport is

expected to open by the end of the year, increasing the

airport's capacity to handle 94 planes per hour, up

from 68 currently. This expansion is part of a broader

effort to enhance Bangkok's main airport. Successful

trials involving civilian and military aircraft have

already been conducted. The Airports of Thailand (AoT)

reported significant financial growth, driven by a rise in

passenger traffic across its six managed airports, with

90 million passengers handled in the first nine months

of the fiscal year. [Bangkok Post 1]

In related developments, Airports of Thailand (AoT)

held the first public hearing for its THB 24 billion (USD

696 million), five-year plan to upgrade Chiang Mai

International Airport. The goal is to expand the

airport's capacity to handle 20 million passengers

annually, including 13 million international and 7

million domestic passengers. The hearing, attended by

300 locals, was conducted to discuss changes in the

project's Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and

gather public feedback. The renovation will align with

global environmental standards and include the

construction of 31 aircraft stands. The project is

modeled after Suvarnabhumi Airport, with a feasibility

study expected to conclude by March 2025. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Court accepts suit against 7 ex-

officials linked to 2004 Tak Bai deaths
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(bk/lm) The Provincial Court in Narathiwat, Thailand's

restive southern province, has accepted a lawsuit

against seven former top officials accused of murder,

attempted murder, and unlawful detention in relation

to the 2004 Tak Bai tragedy, which resulted in 85

deaths. Filed by relatives of the victims in April, the

lawsuit comes six months before the 20-year statute of

limitations would have expired in October and

represents the first legal pursuit for murder related to

this incident. The court has scheduled witness

examinations for September 12. [Bangkok Post 1]

2004 Tak Bai tragedy

The tragedy occurred in Narathiwat on October 25,

2004, when over 1,500 Thai Muslim protesters

gathered outside the Tak Bai police station, demanding

the release of six detained volunteers. The situation

escalated when security officials responded with tear

gas, water cannons, and live fire, resulting in seven

immediate deaths. Additionally, 78 more protesters

died from suffocation or organ failure after being

confined in trucks for five hours during detention and

transportation to barracks.

The Tak Bai incident reflects a pattern of ineffective

crowd management and a culture of impunity among

state officials. Despite investigations revealing failures

in supervision and management, no one was held

accountable, and prosecutors decided not to pursue

the case.

Although the victims’ families received compensation

in 2012, the lack of trials and accountability continues

to undermine trust and complicate efforts to restore

peace in the deep South, exacerbating the region's

ongoing issues. [Bangkok Post 2] [Thai PBS World]

Against this backdrop, activists have praised the

Narathiwat Provincial Court's decision to accept a

lawsuit against the seven former top officials.

Srisompob Jitpiromsri, director of Deep South Watch,

described the decision as a positive step toward justice

and peace in Thailand's restive southern region. FAIR

Party MP Kannavee Suebsang emphasized that Thai

society must acknowledge past atrocities to improve

the country's global image and urged the government

to address the southern provinces' ongoing issues

beyond just security concerns. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Under-construction train tunnel

collapses, trapping three people
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(lm) A tunnel under construction for a high-speed

railway in Thailand's Nakhon Ratchasima province

collapsed late on August 24, trapping three people. The

incident occurred four kilometers from the tunnel's

entrance, with rescue efforts underway. The trapped

individuals include two Chinese workers, a foreman,

and a backhoe driver, as well as a Myanmar truck

driver. The tunnel is part of a 251-kilometer section of

the Sino-Thai high-speed rail link between Bangkok

and Nakhon Ratchasima, expected to be completed in

2028. [Bangkok Post 1]

Rescue operations continued on August 26 to save the

three workers trapped in the collapsed tunnel. A

scanner detected signs of life, including body heat and

heartbeats, offering hope for their survival. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Flood crisis prompts

government to revive USD 174 billion

water management project

(lm) Flooding remains a serious concern across five

northern Thai provinces—Chiang Rai, Nan, Phayao,

Phetchabun, and Phrae—following severe rains from

August 16-22 that led to the deaths of 22 people,

including 13 in Phuket, and displaced over 30,800

families. Several districts in Chiang Rai are still

underwater, while other provinces are slowly seeing

floodwaters recede. The flooding has primarily been

caused by overflowing rivers, particularly the Ping,

Wang, Yom, and Nan rivers.

Authorities are closely monitoring water levels,

particularly at Sirikit Dam in Uttaradit province, which

is currently at 70 percent capacity and can still hold an

additional 2.9 million cubic meters of water. The dam's

discharge rate has been reduced to mitigate

downstream flooding and conserve water for the

upcoming dry season.

Meanwhile, water levels in the Mekong River are

continuing to rise, affecting low-lying areas in the

northern and northeastern regions. The Office of the

National Water Resources (ONWR) has issued

emergency alerts to the Mekong River Commission

Secretariat, urging cooperation from neighboring

countries like Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Thailand

has specifically requested Laos to manage dam

discharges in tributaries of the Mekong and to

coordinate with China to slow down water releases

from its upper basin dams to prevent further flooding.
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In Bueng Kan province, the Mekong River’s water level

reached 12.05 meters—just 95 centimeters below the

critical spillover point of 13 meters—causing flooding

across thousands of rai of farmland.

Bangkok is also on high alert for potential flooding as

run-off from northern rivers makes its way

downstream. Bangkok Deputy Governor Wissanu

Sapsompol assured the public that the city is

monitoring water levels in the Chao Phraya River

closely. [Bangkok Post 1]

Adding to the concerns, heavy rain is forecasted this

week for northern, northeastern, central, and southern

provinces of Thailand, with Sukhothai at risk of

significant flooding due to the rain-swollen Yom River,

according to an August 26 warning from the

Meteorological Department. Heavy rainfall could cause

flash floods and overflow in the North, Northeast, and

Central regions, including Bangkok, with risks

extending until August 28. [Bangkok Post 2]

Government revives USD 174 billion water management

project

Against this backdrop of severe flooding, the

government is considering reviving a water

management project initially proposed during Yingluck

Shinawatra's administration to address ongoing issues

with flooding and drought. Originally estimated at THB

2-3 trillion (approximately USD 58 billion-87 billion), the

project is now expected to cost THB 5-6 trillion (around

USD 145 billion-174 billion). Caretaker Deputy Prime

Minister Phumtham Wechayachai stressed that while

the cost is substantial, the long-term benefits will make

it worthwhile. The project is expected to be presented

to the new government for approval. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thaksin to visit flooded Chiang Rai; first trip since

daughter became Prime Minister

Moreover, former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra

was scheduled to visit Chiang Rai on August 27 to

assess the flood damage in the province. This would be

his first trip outside of Bangkok since his daughter,

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, became prime minister.

Chiang Rai, which has been severely affected by

flooding, was once a stronghold for Pheu Thai but has

lost some political ground to the now-defunct main

opposition Move Forward Party in recent elections.

[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Air Force to name fighter jet

pick this week
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(lm) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) is expected to

announce its decision this week regarding which

fighter jet it will procure to modernize its aging fleet,

currently relying on older F-16 models. The RTAF is

considering two primary contenders: the Swedish-

made Gripen E by Saab AB and the US-made F-16 Block

70 by Lockheed Martin.

Both companies have submitted their final proposals,

which include offset policies that are a key

requirement of the Thai government. These offset

policies often involve technology transfers, training, or

local production to benefit the country. Two special

panels have been established to thoroughly examine

the proposals, ensuring that the air force selects the

fighter jet that best suits its operational needs. The

final decision is expected by the end of the week.

While no official decision has been made, a source

close to the matter indicated that the RTAF is likely to

opt for the Gripen E. The air force's procurement

committee previously conducted a study that identified

the Gripen as the better choice for its specific

requirements. The Gripen is favored for several

reasons, including Saab’s offer to provide access to its

tactical data link, a crucial technology that would

enable the RTAF to enhance its communications and

operational capabilities. The air force is already

planning to develop its own version of this technology,

known as Link T.

Moreover, Sweden is offering a significant bonus as

part of its package—a free upgrade to the air force's

340 AEW (Airborne Early Warning) radar system, which

would typically cost around THB 5 billion (USD 145

million). This added incentive has strengthened the

case for choosing the Gripen over the F-16.

The RTAF is optimistic that the new Thai cabinet, once

in place, will approve its choice of fighter jet. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Armed attack in Yala kills two

(bk) On August 21, ten armed men killed two durian

buyers in Bannang Sata district of Yala, Thailand’s

conflict-ridden province in the South. One of the

victims was the son of a village headman. The

attackers stole the victims' side arms, gold necklaces,

bracelets, and THB 50,000 (USD 1,475) in cash. The

assault, involving military-grade weapons, occurred

near tents set up for buying durian. Investigations

suggest that the attackers lured the victims out of their

tents before opening fire. Authorities are investigating
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whether the assault is linked to separatist groups in

the South. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Teen shot dead over online

chats

(lm) A 14-year-old boy in Lop Buri was arrested after

fatally shooting a 16-year-old in a jealousy-fueled

incident over online chats with the suspect’s girlfriend.

The victim was shot while riding on the back of a

motorcycle with a friend. Police later apprehended the

suspect and his girlfriend, who were on another

motorcycle at the time of the shooting. The suspect

reportedly acted out of anger over the victim's

frequent online conversations with his girlfriend. Both

the suspect and his girlfriend are in police custody for

questioning. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Parliament approves major

reshuffle of senior government positions

(wn) Vietnam's parliament approved a significant

reshuffle of senior government positions on August 26

in preparation for the election of a new state president

in October, with To Lam expected to step down from

the state presidency to focus on his role as the party's

top leader. This marks the third presidential change in

less than two years for the Communist-run nation.

The National Assembly's general secretary, Bui Van

Cuong, confirmed that a new president would be

elected during the assembly's regular session in

October. This follows weeks of speculation regarding

the future of the state presidency, particularly after

state president To Lam was appointed as the

Communist Party's general secretary earlier in August,

securing the most powerful role in the country.

During an extraordinary session of the parliament,

three new deputy prime ministers were appointed,

along with new ministers for justice and the

environment. The new deputy prime ministers are Bui

Thanh Son, the current foreign minister; Ho Duc Phoc,

the finance minister who will continue in an interim

capacity; and Nguyen Hoa Binh, the current chief

justice. These appointments follow the exit of two

deputy prime ministers, including Le Minh Khai, who

was recently disciplined by the Politburo for violating

party rules, and Tran Luu Quang, who has been

reassigned as head of the Communist Party’s Central

Economic Committee.
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In addition to the deputy prime ministers, parliament

appointed Nguyen Hai Ninh as justice minister and Do

Duc Duy as environment minister, both of whom were

previously provincial party chiefs.

The reshuffle is the latest move in an ongoing political

overhaul sparked by an anti-corruption campaign that

has seen the resignation of two state presidents, a

parliament chairman, and hundreds of high-ranking

officials over the past two years. Critics have suggested

that the campaign has been used by party factions to

eliminate rivals. Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh now

has five deputy prime ministers serving under him.

[U.S.News]

Vietnam: Foreign minister encourages

overseas citizens to make more

contributions

(wn) Vietnam's Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son praised

the contributions of overseas Vietnamese (OVs) during

a gala dinner on August 22, attended by over 400

expats who returned for the 4th World Conference of

Overseas Vietnamese and the 2024 forum of OV

intellectuals and experts. He emphasized that OVs are

an integral part of the nation and highlighted the

government's supportive policies and programs aimed

at maintaining connections with the expatriate

community.

Son encouraged OVs to continue contributing to their

host countries as well as Vietnam’s development, while

preserving their cultural heritage and language. He

also commended the State Committee for Overseas

Vietnamese for serving as a vital link between OVs and

their homeland.

During the event, Son and Deputy Foreign Minister Le

Thi Thu Hang witnessed the signing of 10 Memoranda

of Understanding and cooperation agreements as part

of the conference and forum. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Health Ministry proposes 100

percent insurance coverage for cancer,

stroke patients

(wn) The Ministry of Health (MoH) in Vietnam has

proposed amendments to the Law on Health

Insurance (HI) that would provide 100 percent

insurance coverage for patients with rare and serious

conditions, such as cancer, strokes, and paralysis. This

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-jih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-jik/


proposal, currently open for public consultation until

October 12, aims to streamline treatment by allowing

patients with these conditions to bypass referral

procedures and directly access higher-tier healthcare

facilities.

The policy aims to reduce unnecessary expenses by

cutting down on repeated consultations at lower-level

facilities and reducing overall medical visits. While 100

percent coverage would be available for certain

conditions, other treatments will still be subject to

current payment rates of 80 to 100 percent.

Additionally, the MoH has proposed extending HI

coverage for eye conditions, such as myopia and

refractive errors, from the current age limit of six to 18

years.

As of December 2023, over 93 million people in

Vietnam are enrolled in HI, with the fund disbursing

over USD 4.9 billion for medical services in 2023 alone.

The HI fund remains a critical financial resource for

healthcare facilities across the country. [Vietnam

News]

Vietnam: Floods in Northern Vietnam

pose safety risks for thousands of

children ahead of new school year

(wn) Floods have severely impacted northern Vietnam,

particularly Son La province, ahead of the new school

year starting on September 5, 2024. About 1.3 million

people, including 4,500 children, have been affected by

damaged infrastructure such as broken bridges and

landslide-ridden roads. The floods, caused by a

typhoon and torrential rains, damaged 29 schools and

over 2,670 homes, and left at least 11 dead.

School children face safety risks as they navigate

dangerous routes to their schools, with officials urging

for repairs before the school year begins. Vietnam

remains vulnerable to climate change, with increasing

threats from floods and cyclones, although it has made

strides in climate change adaptation. [Save the

Children]

Vietnam: Transport Ministry plans to

stabilize high domestic airfares amid

rising costs

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-jiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-jiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-jdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-jdl/


(wn) Vietnam's Transport Ministry is working to

stabilize the country's high domestic airfares by

conducting a review of airline fees and operational

costs. The Civil Aviation Authority of Vietnam (CAAV)

noted that the recent fare increases comply with

regulations and are driven by factors such as rising fuel

prices, fluctuating exchange rates, engine recalls,

leasing costs, and high demand. Fuel and maintenance

costs represent significant portions of flight expenses,

accounting for 37-42 percent and 32-41 percent,

respectively.

To prevent further increases, the ministry plans to

optimize aircraft schedules and enhance operational

efficiency. Airlines are encouraged to increase capacity,

collaborate with global leasing partners, and adopt

flexible pricing strategies to offer discounted fares.

Currently, local airlines operate around 160 aircraft,

well below pre-pandemic levels. Experts suggest

expanding fleet capacity, improving supply chain hubs,

and negotiating with major manufacturers like Boeing

and Airbus to mitigate aircraft shortages and boost

efficiency. [The Star]

Vietnam: All 63 localities have cybercrime-

fighting forces present

(wn) Vietnam’s Minister of Public Security, Luong Tam

Quang, announced that cybersecurity forces have

been deployed across all 63 provinces and cities in

Vietnam to tackle the increasing threats of cybercrime

and high-tech crime. Speaking during a National

Assembly session, Quang emphasized that the

modernization of Vietnam's cybercrime-fighting forces

is a key priority, with a goal of completion by 2025.

Notably, Vietnam is set to sign the upcoming

International Cybercrime Agreement, officially known

as the United Nations Convention Against Cybercrime,

a groundbreaking global treaty aimed at combating

cybercrime through international cooperation. It

represents the first legally binding international

instrument of its kind and has been in development for

several years, with the final draft agreed upon in

August. The treaty is expected to be adopted by the

United Nations General Assembly later this year.

[Vietnam News]

However, the treaty has raised concerns about human

rights. Critics argue that without sufficient safeguards,

the treaty could be used by repressive regimes to stifle

political dissent, suppress free speech, and target

activists under the guise of cybercrime.
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Vietnam: Seaport goods hit highest

growth record in five years

(wn) Vietnamese seaports handled a record high

volume of goods in the first seven months of 2024,

with a total of 501.12 million tons, marking a 16

percent increase compared to the same period in

2023, according to official data from the Vietnam

Maritime Administration. Container cargo throughput

also rose by 21 percent year-on-year, reaching 16.902

million TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units). This

represents the highest growth rate in the past five

years, significantly surpassing the average annual

growth of 5.5 percent. Sea freight rates dropped by

around 4 percent recently due to increased shipping

capacity and reduced pressure from the peak season.

[The Star]
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PLA conducts “high-intensity” drills in the

South China Sea

(alk) The Chinese navy has conducted combat drills in

the South China Sea, featuring one of its most

advanced amphibious warfare ships, the Jinggang

Shan, a Type 071 landing ship. The drills, which took

place over several days, were reported by the People’s

Liberation Army Southern Theatre Command.

The ship is capable of carrying hundreds of troops and

dispatching four hovercraft and 15 amphibious

vehicles at the same time. The Jinggang Shan can carry
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hundreds of troops and deploy four hovercraft and 15

amphibious vehicles simultaneously. The "high-

intensity maritime training" aimed to enhance the

navy’s operational coordination and ability to perform

diverse missions in challenging environments. The

exercises included offensive and defensive

manoeuvres, information gathering, battlefield

rescues, helicopter drills, and a simulation in which the

ship successfully tracked and destroyed an aerial

target.

State broadcaster CCTV also reported that two frigates

conducted live-fire exercises in the South China Sea,

including air defence, anti-submarine drills, and anti-

mine operations. It was not specified if these exercises

were related to the Jinggang Shan's drill. Earlier this

year, the Jinggang Shan participated in joint training

exercises in Cambodia and East Timor to strengthen

ties with those nations.

The recent drills in the South China Sea come amid

rising tensions between China and the Philippines, with

Manila strengthening military ties with neighbouring

countries and the United States, including its first joint

coastguard drill with Vietnam earlier this month (see

AiR No. 33, August/2024, 2).

The tension between the two countries has intensified

since President Ferdinand Marcos Jr came to power

two years ago, particularly in a series of confrontations

in recent months. Recent confrontations have focused

on the Philippine-held Second Thomas Shoal and

Sabina Shoal, where on August 19, two Philippine

vessels on a resupply mission were damaged in a

collision with a Chinese ship (see AiR No. 34,

August/2024, 3). [South China Morning Post]

TICAD focuses on climate, agriculture, and

global fairness for Africa

(sw) The 9th Tokyo International Conference on African

Development (TICAD) took place on August 24-25 in

Tokyo. Attended by ministers and delegations from

Japan and African Union member states, the event

focused on the theme "Co-create innovative solutions

with Africa".

Discussions centered on collaborating to develop

innovative solutions for addressing challenges related

to climate change, health, education, agriculture,

nutrition, energy, and water. Four overarching

approaches were mentioned: connectivity, women,

peace and security (WPS), public-private partnerships,
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and inclusive governance to promote a fair

international order.

In the context of rising food prices that impact many

countries, the outcome document additionally

commits to accelerating efforts to ensure food

security. [Japannews Yomiuri] [Mofa]

Japan signs 70 MOUs on energy transition

at AZEC meeting

(sw) On August 21, Japan signed 70 memorandums of

understandings (MOUs) on energy transition with

partners during the Asia Zero Emission Community

(AZEC) ministerial meeting in Jakarta. The AZEC

initiative, proposed by PM Fumio Kishida in 2022 and

launched in 2023 with 11 partner countries, aims to

promote decarbonization in Asia.

For 14 projects, Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and

Industry has allocated USD 1 billion in new financial

support under a partnership with the Global South

support scheme.

Minister Ken Saito highlighted AZEC’s goal of creating a

sustainable fuel market in the transportation sector,

while Airlangga Hartarto, Indonesia’s Coordinating

Minister for the Economy, emphasized the need for

regional power grid enhancements, investments in

hydrogen, and the promotion of next-generation

vehicles and sustainable fuels. [Reuters]

Mongolian President and UN Deputy

Secretary-General discuss strengthening

cooperation

(to) On August 22, President of Mongolia Khurelsukh

Ukhnaa met with UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina

J. Mohammed in Ulaanbaatar during her visit to

participate in the World Women’s Forum, hosted on

August 22-23 (see No. 34, August/2024, 3).

The two leaders discussed the longstanding relations

between Mongolia and the United Nations, focusing on

enhancing cooperation in promoting gender equality,

women’s rights, and sustainable development.

Khurelsukh reaffirmed Mongolia’s commitment to

contribute to global challenges within the UN

framework, while Mohammed praised Mongolia’s

efforts in regional peacekeeping and its active role in

UN initiatives.
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This meeting underscores Mongolia’s prioritization of

its relationship with the UN, especially as the nation

continues to strive towards achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)​. [Mongolian News Agency]

North Korea condemns US sale of Apache

attack helicopters to South Korea as

provocation

(ac) On August 23, North Korea’s Ministry of Foreign

Affairs issued a statement condemning the US-South

Korean military drill and the approved sale of 36

Apache attack helicopters to South Korea, following

the US announcement of the government-to-

government Foreign Military Sale (FMS) between the

two countries (see AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3).

The ministry criticized the US for "posing a grave

danger to the regional security environment and

escalating military tension," warning that the buildup

of armaments would impact the military and political

situation in the region. North Korea also cautioned of

potential reprisals if the US and South Korea attempt

to alter the military balance in the region.

The Apache attack helicopters, often referred to as

"tank killers," are the most advanced attack

helicopters. They are capable of conducting military

operations regardless of daylight or weather

conditions. The sale was approved during the Ulchi

Freedom Shield (UFS) joint military drill between Seoul

and Washington, which Pyongyang denounced as a

rehearsal for invasion. [Korea JoongAng News] [KCNA]

North Korea earns foreign exchange using

prison-made exports

(jb) In efforts to earn foreign currency, North Korean

trading companies are engaged in exporting goods to

China made through contractual labor from prisons in

North Korea. The Korean Sinhung Trading Corporation

(KSTC), which is at the center of these exports,

reported receiving large-scale orders for handicrafts,

majorly crochet goods, and will be involved in trading

these goods on a monthly basis over the next two to

three months. [Daily NK]

The push for boosting foreign currency earnings comes

at a time when North Korean foreign currency is slowly

gaining traction after its recent slump in the early half

of 2024. The yuan and U.S. dollar appreciated steeply
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against the North Korean won until May, which

prompted the North Korean government to boost

foreign currency earnings by sending art and

architectural specialists abroad in June. The specialists,

sent to Zimbabwe, Angola, Nigeria and other countries,

aimed to build statues and monuments

commemorating historical figures. Later, in July, the

government also applied its foreign exchange rate to

goods purchased by foreign customers on North

Korean shopping websites. The government has thus

moved through multiple angles to appreciate the value

of the North Korean won in international markets.

[Daily NK]

This week, the KSTC reported that it imported large

quantities of knitting supplies, which it then distributed

among prison camps in North Korea, ensuring that

labourers adhered to Chinese specifications in their

manufacturing process. The camps, mostly comprised

of re-education and political prison camps, will oversee

the production of such goods for trade with China for

the near future. [Daily NK]

South Korea and Mekong countries

discuss economic partnership and

cooperation

(ac) On August 20, the 12th Mekong-ROK Business

Forum was held in Vientiane, Laos, by Laos’ Deputy

Minister of Foreign Affairs Bounleua Phandanouvong,

and South Korea’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Chung Byong-Won. The forum addressed the business

capabilities of small and medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs) and building the connectivity and cooperation

through the Mekong-Korea framework

The forum aimed to strengthen partnerships among

SMEs among South Korea and other five countries

along the Mekong River: Laos, Cambodia, Thailand,

Myanmar, and Vietnam. The forum was attended by

over 100 government officials and business

representatives, providing spaces to exchanges

opinions in commercial integration, digital

transformation capacity and addressing various

challenges to expand new markets with eco-friendly

manners within the Mekong River region. [Yonhap

News] [Vientiane Times]

President Lai Ching-te urges democratic

nations to counter China's authoritarian

expansion
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(jp) At the Ketagalan Forum in Taipei on August 21,

President Lai Ching-te urged democratic nations to

take "concrete action" against China's growing

authoritarian expansion, warning that Beijing's

aggressive military and economic coercion are part of a

broader strategy to destabilize the region. The

Ketagalan Forum is an annual international

conference, bringing together policymakers, experts,

and academics to discuss on security and regional

issues in the Indo-Pacific region.

Lai highlighted China's military activities in the Taiwan

Strait, South China Sea, and Western Pacific, often in

collaboration with Russia, and criticized its

"weaponized trade" tactics and economic coercion

against Taiwan and other nations, including Japan,

Korea, Australia, Lithuania, and Canada.

Lai pointed at Beijing's attempts to influence Taiwan's

elections through cyberattacks and disinformation,

affirming that Taiwan would not be intimidated and is

strengthening its defense and civil resilience. He

emphasized Taiwan's reduced economic reliance on

China, with investments in China dropping from 83.8

percent of Taiwan's total outbound investment in 2010

to 11.4 percent in 2023. He also noted ongoing efforts

to diversify trade and pursue new trade agreements

and regional trade bloc memberships. While

maintaining a firm stance against China's pressure, he

reiterated a commitment to the status quo in the

Taiwan Strait and expressed openness to cooperate

with China on a reciprocal basis. [Focus Taiwan]

Former Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, also

speaking at the forum, underscored the importance of

peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, emphasizing

that Taiwan is a crucial partner that shares

fundamental values with Japan. Noda highlighted that

there is bipartisan support in Japan for Taiwan's

significance as an important partner. [Focus Taiwan]

U.S. military vessel transits Taiwan Strait

amid tensions

(jp) A United States military vessel, the USS Ralph

Johnson, transited the Taiwan Strait on August 22,

according to Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense

(MND). The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile

destroyer sailed north through the strait in a routine

operation, with the MND closely monitoring the

surrounding airspace and waters. No unusual activities

were observed during the transit.
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The U.S. 7th Fleet issued a statement affirming that the

USS Ralph Johnson was conducting a routine transit in

accordance with international law, which allows

freedom of navigation and overflight in high-seas

waters. The statement emphasized that the transit

demonstrated the U.S. commitment to upholding

these principles, asserting that no nation should be

intimidated or coerced into relinquishing its rights and

freedoms.

In response, the People's Liberation Army's Eastern

Theater Command criticized the U.S. for publicizing the

transit. The Eastern Theater Command is one of

China's five military regional commands, responsible

for military operations and defense in the eastern part

of China, including the Taiwan Strait and surrounding

areas, The command mobilized air and naval forces to

shadow the U.S. vessel during its passage, asserting

China's resolve to maintain national sovereignty and

regional peace. [Focus Taiwan]

Solomon Islands to push for removal of

Taiwan’s observer status in Pacific Islands

Forum amid China’s influence

(jp) The Solomon Islands plans to push for the removal

of Taiwan's observer status in the Pacific Islands Forum

(PIF), which will take place on 26-30 August, as China

seeks to increase its influence over the organization.

The move comes as Australian Prime Minister Anthony

Albanese is set to attend the PIF meeting in Nuku'alofa,

Tonga on August 27, where leaders are expected to

support Australia’s proposal to establish a regional

police response unit for natural disasters and security

crises.

In 2022, PIF member countries rejected China's

proposed global security deal, instead endorsing the

"Pacific Family" policing accord. This spurred Beijing to

step up its attempts to win over individual countries in

the area, using its close ally, the Solomon Islands, to

challenge Taiwan’s participation in the Pacific Islands

Forum.

A senior Pacific Island diplomat indicated that the

Solomon Islands is acting on behalf of Beijing to block

Taiwan from participating in the 2025 PIF, which will be

held in Honiara, the Solomon Islands' capital. Another

source revealed that Honiara is receiving direct

instructions from China, though the success of this

motion remains uncertain as it could be seen as a

threat to regional unity. [Taiwan News]
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In response, Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs

announced on August 26 that Deputy Minister Tien

Chung-kwang has led a delegation to Tonga for the

53rd PIF and the 29th Taiwan/ROC-PIF Dialogue

Meeting. The ministry emphasized the importance of

the PIF as a key international organization in the

Pacific, noting Taiwan's participation as a

“development partner” since 1993. [Taiwan News]

Bangladesh’s interim leader seeks UK

support, strengthens partnership with

Japan for reconstruction efforts

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus

sought the United Kingdom’s support to help

Bangladesh recover money laundered abroad during a

meeting with British High Commissioner Sarah Cooke.

The high commissioner assured that the matter would

be looked into. They also discussed UK assistance in

navigating Bangladesh's future and youth engagement.

Earlier, during a meeting with Japanese Ambassador

Iwama Kiminori, Yunus sought Japan's financial

assistance for the country's reconstruction. Both sides

agreed to strengthen their strategic partnership,

focusing on peace, stability, economic cooperation,

and addressing the Rohingya refugee crisis. [The Daily

Star 1]

UN Secretary General Guterres writes to Yunus, assures

full support to restoring 'inclusive democracy'

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General António Guterres

wrote a letter to Yunus on August 16, offering his full

support for restoring inclusive democracy in the

country. In the letter, Guterres emphasized the

importance of Yunus' leadership in ending violence,

ensuring accountability, and organizing democratic

elections. He urged the interim government to adopt

an inclusive approach, particularly considering the

voices of youth, women, minorities, and indigenous

communities, and stressed the importance of

protecting all citizens, especially minorities and

Rohingya refugees. Guterres affirmed the UN's

commitment to supporting Bangladesh in its efforts

toward democracy and stability. [The Daily Star 2]

India engages in high-level meetings with

Quad partners Australia, Japan amid Indo-

Pacific security concerns
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(cr/lm) On August 20, India and Japan convened their

third “2+2” dialogue in New Delhi, led by India's

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Defense

Minister Rajnath Singh, along with Japan's Foreign

Minister Yoko Kamikawa and Defense Minister Kihara

Minoru. The talks focused on enhancing their strategic

partnership in the Indo-Pacific region to address

China’s growing influence.

The discussions emphasized the need to strengthen

security ties amid China’s influence in the Indo-Pacific,

reaffirmed their commitment to peaceful dispute

resolution, and supported their Quad alliance with the

US and Australia. The talks covered a range of topics,

including defense equipment and technology

transfers, and focused on enhancing collaboration in

infrastructure development and defense.

India and Japan agreed to advance cooperation in

outer space and cyber domains and to expedite

negotiations on Japan's export of naval communication

antennas to India — marking Japan’s first defense

equipment export under a 2015 agreement. They also

plan to update their 2008 security cooperation

declaration, with the new agreement expected to be

signed during Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

anticipated visit to Japan later this year.

The "2+2" dialogue is part of India's broader strategic

engagements, similar to its dialogues with the United

States, Australia, and Russia, aimed at fostering greater

defense and security cooperation. The bilateral trade

between the two nations reached USD 22.85 billion in

the 2023/24 fiscal year, and they recently launched a

USD 600 million fund for low-carbon projects. [Reuters]

[Kyodo News] [The Hindu]

Prime Minister Modi speaks to Australia’s Anthony

Albanese

Four days after the ‘2+2’ dialogue, on August 26, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi held a phone conversation

with Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese to

review the progress in their bilateral relations and

cooperation within multilateral platforms, particularly

the Quad. In a post on X, Modi expressed his delight in

speaking with Albanese, noting their discussion on

strengthening ties between the two countries and their

work together in the Quad. [The Hindu]

Indian Prime Minister Modi makes

landmark visit to Ukraine amid balancing

act with Russia, West
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(cr/lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited

Kyiv on August 23, marking the first visit by an Indian

prime minister to Ukraine since its independence. The

meeting, closely watched by Russia, came weeks after

Modi's visit to Moscow, where he met President

Vladimir Putin, a move that drew criticism from Kyiv.

Modi’s visit, significant for its symbolism and timing

before Ukraine’s Independence Day, highlighted India’s

delicate position balancing relations with both Russia

and the West. During his discussions, Modi reiterated

India’s commitment to peace, emphasizing that the

ongoing conflict must be resolved through dialogue

and diplomacy. He offered India’s assistance in peace

efforts without taking sides, affirming New Delhi's

strong ties with Russia while expressing solidarity with

Ukraine and pledging humanitarian aid.

In addition to peace efforts, Modi and Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelensky discussed expanding

bilateral cooperation in areas such as agriculture,

medicine, and culture.

Modi's visit raises questions about India's potential

role in advancing peace negotiations, given the

continued lack of direct talks between Kyiv and

Moscow. While Modi’s close relationship with Putin

could help facilitate dialogue, analysts suggest that

India’s influence alone may not significantly impact the

course of the war.

Zelensky has urged India to reconsider its neutral

stance, suggesting that halting Russian oil imports

could pressure Putin more effectively. Zelensky also

mentioned ongoing negotiations with Saudi Arabia,

Qatar, Turkey, and Switzerland to host a second peace

summit, and expressed interest in India hosting the

event. [Reuters 1] [The Straits Times]

Phone calls with US President Biden, Russian President

Putin

Following his Ukraine visit, Modi had a conversation

with U.S. President Joe Biden focused on the conflict

and unrest in Bangladesh, where protests recently led

to the ousting of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

[Reuters 2] [The White House]

Even more important, Modi also held a call with

Russia’s President Putin on August 27, during which he

shared insights from his visit to Ukraine. Modi

reiterated India's commitment to a peaceful resolution

of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. In addition to discussing

the conflict, the two leaders explored ways to further

strengthen the Special and Privileged Strategic
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Partnership between Russia and India. [Reuters 3] [The

Hindu 3]

Floods kill more than 30, impact millions

in Bangladesh and Northeast India

(gs/cr) Severe flooding in Bangladesh and northeast

India has claimed the lives of at least 36 people and

impacted nearly 4.5 million. Heavy rains since August

21 have caused rivers to overflow, submerging homes

and leaving many stranded, particularly in

Bangladesh's southeastern districts and India's

northeastern state of Tripura. Rescue operations are

underway, with the army and navy evacuating people

from waterlogged areas. Nearly 200,000 people have

been displaced in Bangladesh, while over 64,000 are

sheltering in relief camps in Tripura. [CNN] [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh flooding not linked to Tripura Dam, caused by

heavy rains: Indian Government

Although some locals in Bangladesh have blamed the

flooding on water releases from India's Dumbur Dam,

which lies over 120 km upstream from the Bangladesh

border, the Indian government has denied these

claims. Officials have clarified that the flooding is due

to heavy rainfall in downstream areas, not the dam,

which primarily serves power generation needs.

[NDTV]

Bangladesh’s ousted Prime Minister Hasina appeals for

flood victim support

Against this backdrop, Bangladesh’s ousted Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina called on citizens and members

of her Awami League party to aid flood victims. In a

social media statement, Hasina expressed concern

over severe flooding in southeastern districts and

urged nationwide solidarity. She noted previous flood

preparation directives and past relief efforts by her

party. Hasina, who recently resigned amid protests,

offered condolences to affected families, emphasizing

the need for united action during this environmental

crisis. [The Daily Star]

Nepal’s Foreign Minister Deuba concludes

five-day visit to India

(iz/lm) Nepal’s Foreign Minister, Arzu Rana Deuba,

completed a five-day official visit to India from August

18-22, marking her first foreign visit since assuming
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office under Nepal’s new government headed by Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli. Deuba was originally

scheduled to fly to New Delhi for a routine health

checkup. But New Delhi upgraded her visit to an

official trip.

During her visit, Deuba held high-level meetings with

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and her Indian

counterpart, S. Jaishankar. The discussions focused on

further enhancing cooperation between the two

nations across multiple sectors. In her meeting with

Prime Minister Modi, Deuba emphasized strengthening

the already friendly relations between Nepal and India,

discussing hydropower cooperation, flood control

measures, and advancing the Pancheshwar

Development Project.

In her talks with Jaishankar, Deuba reviewed the

overall aspects of Nepal-India relations, addressing key

areas such as trade and transit, energy, connectivity,

investment, air routes, flood and inundation

management, sports, and border infrastructure. The

discussions underscored Nepal and India’s

commitment to collaborate on significant projects, with

the Pancheshwar Multipurpose Project and cross-

border hydropower cooperation taking center stage.

[ThePrint]

Upon her return to Kathmandu, Foreign Minister

Deuba reported a positive response from New Delhi

towards Nepal's new coalition government. In her

briefing to her Nepali Congress party’s central working

committee, Rana noted that Modi viewed the new

government in Nepal as a positive development, and

she delivered an invitation from Nepal's prime minister

to Modi.

She emphasized that her visit opened new channels of

communication at the highest levels, leading to an

agreement to activate bilateral mechanisms, including

a forthcoming Joint Commission meeting on

inundation and flood control. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal asks China to turn Pukhrana airport loan into grant

In a notable related development, Nepal’s Deputy

Prime Minister and Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad

Paudel recently met with Yang Weiqun, vice chairman

of the China International Development Cooperation

Agency (CIDCA).

During the meeting, Paudel requested Beijing to

convert a loan of CNY 1.378 billion (around USD 192.92

million) from the China Exim Bank, used for the

construction of Pokhara International Airport, into a

grant. The airport, inaugurated in January 2023, has

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-tlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-tly/


struggled financially, operating mainly domestic flights

instead of the intended international ones. Nepal has

made multiple appeals for the loan conversion, and

former Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal previously

indicated diplomatic efforts were underway for this

purpose.

During the meeting, several agreements were signed

to improve infrastructure, including cooperation on

four key projects: constructing an 8.2 kilometer road

from Kalanki to Bashundhara, upgrading the Hilsa-

Simikot road to two lanes, constructing an Integrated

Check Post (ICP) and Inland Container Depot (ICD) at

the Korala transit point in Mustang, and conducting a

feasibility study for improving the Araniko Highway

and addressing landslide control. [The Kathmandu

Post 2]

Later in the day, Weigun also met with Nepal's Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli. [Online Radio Nepal]

Nepal doesn’t play one neighbor against the other, Prime

Minister Oli says

Speaking against the backdrop of these engagements

with India and China, respectively, Prime Minister Oli

emphasized Nepal's commitment to maintaining a

balanced foreign policy with its two neighbors during

the launch of a book titled Geopolitics and Blockade.

Oli discussed the challenges Nepal faced during the

2015-16 Indian blockade, emphasizing that the nation

did not surrender but acted in the country's best

interests. He criticized the overuse of the term

'geopolitics' as an excuse for failures and stressed the

importance of dialogue and factual evidence in

resolving boundary disputes with India, particularly

regarding the Kalapani region.

Oli also reflected on the 2016 trade and transit

agreement with China, which aimed to reduce Nepal's

dependency on India but has seen limited progress

due to a lack of exportable goods. He further

mentioned the delay in India's acceptance of the

Eminent Persons Group report on Nepal-India

relations, calling for its prompt reception to address

bilateral ties. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal, India, and Bangladesh to Sign

Power Trade Deal

(iz) Nepal’s Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has told

Parliament’s lower house that his government is

working to finalize a long-anticipated power trade
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agreement with Bangladesh to export 40 megawatts of

electricity via India. The agreement, which has been in

the works for six years, was scheduled to be signed in

July but was postponed due to political unrest in

Bangladesh, including the resignation of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina in early August. With a new

interim government in Bangladesh, Nepal is working to

finalize the deal soon.

Looking ahead, Oli outlined his government’s long-

term plan to increase electricity exports to India,

targeting the export of 10,000 megawatts over the next

decade. He revealed that Nepal's Energy Development

Roadmap and Action Plan 2080 has been prepared by

the Ministry of Energy, Water Resources, and Irrigation.

By the fiscal year 2034-35, Nepal’s electricity

generation capacity is expected to reach 28,500

megawatts, with approximately 15,000 megawatts

designated for export to India and Bangladesh.

Currently, Nepal generates about 3,240 megawatts of

electricity. [India Times] [ANI]

Nepal’s national human rights body to

host conference on gender inclusion

(lm) Nepal’s National Human Rights Commission, in

collaboration with the Asia Pacific Forum, will host an

International Conference on Gender Inclusiveness in

National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) from

September 3-5 in Kathmandu. The event will bring

together 150 representatives, including 36 foreign

delegates from 19 Asia Pacific countries, to discuss

gender mainstreaming within NHRIs.

The conference aims to examine the status of gender

equality within NHRIs and review the implementation

of the 2012 Amman Declaration, which prioritized the

human rights of women and girls. Discussions will

cover integrating gender perspectives into policy,

legislative review, human rights education, and

collaborations with governments, civil society, and the

private sector. The impact of climate change on gender

equality will also be addressed. The event will conclude

with the Kathmandu Declaration, providing guidelines

for future gender inclusion efforts in NHRIs. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan hopes for USD 7 billion IMP

board approval in September
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(tj) Pakistan's Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb

announced that the country is making significant

progress with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

and is hopeful of receiving board approval for a new

USD 7 billion loan program in September. This comes

after an agreement was reached in July for a 37-month

loan program, contingent on securing financing

assurances from Pakistan's development and bilateral

partners.

Pakistan is also in discussions with key allies such as

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and China to meet its gross

financing needs under the IMF program. The central

bank expects rollovers of USD 16.3 billion by June 2025

to help meet Pakistan's external financing requirement

of USD 26.2 billion. [Dawn] [Reuters]

Pakistan invites SCO leaders, including

India’s Prime Minister Modi, to October

summit

(ht/lm) As Pakistan gears up to host the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in October

2024, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has extended

invitations to all SCO member state leaders, including

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This marks the

first time in eight years that Pakistan has invited Modi

for such an event. The last invitation was for the 2016

SAARC summit, which was ultimately boycotted by

India, leading to the organization's dysfunction.

While Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has invited all

SCO leaders to the summit, the Indian government has

not yet confirmed whether Modi or another

representative will attend. This hesitation comes in the

wake of heightened tensions, particularly following

recent terror attacks in Jammu and Kashmir, and

Pakistan's continued criticism of India's decision to

abrogate Article 370, which had granted special status

to the region.

The SCO, founded in 2001, is a Eurasian political,

economic, and security alliance involving key nations

like China, Russia, and India. It serves as a

counterbalance to Western alliances such as NATO and

focuses on regional security, economic cooperation

through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI), and addressing concerns such as terrorism and

extremism.

India's approach to the SCO has always been cautious,

given the organization's strong anti-Western sentiment

and China's significant influence over its policies.

Despite these concerns, India continues to engage with
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the SCO because it provides a rare platform for

dialogue with Pakistan and other regional players. The

SCO's charter specifically forbids member states from

raising bilateral disputes, making it a diplomatic space

where India and Pakistan can both participate without

directly addressing their conflicts. [Samaa TV]

[MoneyControl] [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan Navy cadets win the

multinational sailing championship in Sri

Lanka

(ht) Pakistan Navy cadets have won the multinational

sailing championship held at Naval and Maritime

Academy in Trincomalee, Sri Lanka, on August 25. The

Directorate General Public Regulations (DGPR)

highlighted participation by Sri Lankan, Pakistani,

Chinese, and Indian navies. The contest was held on

internationally recognized classes of boats including

Enterprise and Laser Radial categories. [Arab News]

UN human rights report warns of

increasing repression and risks to

fundamental freedoms in Sri Lanka

(sa/aa) A recent report by the UN Human Rights Office

has identified mounting threats to fundamental

freedoms in Sri Lanka, citing the introduction of

regressive laws, erosion of democratic checks and

balances, intimidation of civil society and journalists,

and recurring human rights violations. As Sri Lanka

approaches presidential elections, scheduled for

September 21, UN Human Rights Chief Volker Türk

emphasized the country's opportunity to recommit to

reforms aimed at accountability and reconciliation.

The report highlights several concerning developments

since 2023, including new laws that grant broad

powers to security forces and increase restrictions on

freedoms of expression, opinion, and association.

These trends are particularly troubling as the country

enters a critical pre-election period, Türk said. Despite

promises of reform, the Prevention of Terrorism Act

continues to be used to arrest and detain people, with

instances of arbitrary arrests, torture, and deaths in

custody.

In addition, the report details the ongoing impacts of

the 2022 economic crisis and subsequent austerity

measures, which have disproportionately affected the

poor, particularly women. Türk called on the
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government to ensure that economic policies align

with human rights obligations, urging Sri Lanka's

creditors to provide the fiscal space needed for the

realization of economic and social rights.

The report also stresses the persistence of impunity

for crimes committed during and after the civil war,

which ended in 2009. Türk called on the government

elected next month to address the root causes of

conflict through constitutional and institutional

reforms. He criticized the government's failure to

acknowledge victims' suffering, hold security forces

accountable for gross violations, and address ongoing

abuses, which has entrenched impunity.

The report further highlights the ongoing harassment

of journalists and civil society, particularly those

working on issues such as enforced disappearances,

land disputes, and environmental concerns. Families

seeking justice for disappeared loved ones continue to

face intimidation and surveillance by security forces.

Türk stressed the need for thorough investigations into

crimes and violations committed during and after the

civil war, including the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings.

He urged the international community to pursue

alternative strategies to ensure accountability in Sri

Lanka, including sanctions against alleged perpetrators

and the use of extraterritorial and universal

jurisdiction, in line with international law. [OHCHR]

Sri Lanka rejects UN criticisms amid economic recovery

efforts

In response, Sri Lanka rejected several criticisms made

by Türk in his report, emphasizing that the decline in

living standards will improve with economic recovery

and international support. The government briefed

foreign envoys and member nations of the UN body on

its stance, attributing the reduction in social protection

measures, health, and education spending to the debt

crisis and fiscal restrictions. [The Sunday Times]

Chinese, Indian war ships dock

simultaneously in Sri Lanka

(sa) The strategic contest between India and China in

the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has intensified as both

nations docked warships in Sri Lanka on August 26.

The Indian Navy's INS Mumbai and three Chinese

warships, Hefei, Qilianshan, and Wuzhishan, arrived in

Colombo, signaling a naval race in the region. Both

nations plan to conduct passage exercises with the Sri

Lankan navy. [The Hindu] [Business Standard]
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Sri Lanka explores new opportunities for

economic cooperation with Central Asia

at Forum

(aa) The Central Asia Forum 2024, held in Colombo on

August 21, explored opportunities for Sri Lanka's

cooperation with the geopolitically significant Central

Asia. The forum, organized by Sri Lanka's Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, highlighted the progress in diplomatic

ties with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan,

and discussed plans to establish resident diplomatic

missions in Astana and Colombo.

Key discussions centered on improving connectivity,

expanding trade, and collaborating in areas such as

tourism, environment, sports, and people-to-people

exchanges. The forum also focused on expanding ties

in sectors like textiles, energy, IT, and wellness

products. [Daily Mirror]

Travel advisories issued ahead of Sri

Lanka's presidential election due to

potential protests

(sa) As Sri Lanka’s Presidential election on September

21 approaches, several countries, including Australia,

Ireland, and Canada, have issued travel advisories.

Visitors are advised to exercise caution as

demonstrations could occur before, during, and after

the elections, with the potential to become violent.

Travelers are urged to avoid areas impacted by

protests and to monitor local authorities' advice.

The combination of these travel advisories and Sri

Lanka's ongoing economic difficulties, including high

inflation and austerity measures, is likely to deter

tourists. The anticipated unrest and political instability

could further diminish travel confidence, impacting the

tourism sector's performance. [Colombo Gazette]

EU urged Cambodians rice exporters to

following ESG standards

(ma) Cambodia’s rice exporters are being urged to

adopt Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)

standards to meet European Union (EU) market

requirements and improve their global

competitiveness. The EU, a key market for Cambodian

rice, increasingly demands sustainably sourced
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products, making ESG compliance essential to avoid

trade barriers and secure premium market access. By

aligning with these standards, Cambodian rice can

appeal more to European buyers, access better

financing options, and attract long-term investors

focused on sustainability, enhancing both their market

position and brand value.

Cambodia’s rice production is growing, positioning the

country as the world’s 10th largest producer. The EU

remains the top importer of Cambodian rice, followed

by China and the ASEAN region. Adopting ESG

practices will not only help Cambodian rice exporters

maintain and expand their market presence but also

contribute to the country’s long-term sustainability and

economic growth. [The Asset]

Indonesia hosts large multi-national

military drills

(dql) On August 26, a two-week joint Super Garuda

Shield exercise region commenced in Sidoarjo, East

Java, aiming to enhance collective military capabilities

amidst rising tensions in the South China Sea.

Thousands of military personnel from Indonesia, the

U.S., and eight other countries are involved, including

more than 4,400 Indonesian troops, about 1,800 U.S.

troops, and several hundred from other participating

nations.

Super Garuda Shield 2024 will feature a wide range of

exercises encompassing a staff exercise, a cyber

exercise, airborne operations, a cargo delivery system,

a joint strike, a jungle field training exercise, and a

special operation force, as well as an amphibious

operation and an engineer civil action project. A

combined arm life fire exercise will also be carried out.

Running until September 6, the 2024 iteration of Super

Garuda Shield includes participants from Australia,

Japan, Britain, Singapore, South Korea, Canada, New

Zealand, and France, with Brazil, Germany, Malaysia,

the Philippines, Thailand, the Netherlands, Timor-

Leste, and Papua New Guinea serving as observer

nations.

First held in 2007, the exercise has grown into a

significant multinational operation designed to

improve joint capabilities through expert exchanges,

professional development workshops, and field

training, including live-fire drills. [VoA] [The Jakarta

Post]
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Rwanda ready for Indonesia-Africa forum

in Bali

(si) On August 17, Rwandan Ambassador to Indonesia,

Sheikh Abdul Karim Harelimana, confirmed Rwanda's

readiness to participate in the 2nd Indonesia-Africa

Forum, set to take place in Bali from September 1 to 3.

In an interview with Antara, Harelimana emphasized

Rwanda's eagerness to engage in discussions related

to the forum's themes, including micro, small, and

medium enterprises (MSMEs), trade, and technology.

The Rwandan delegation, led by President Paul

Kagame, aims to share Rwanda’s experiences and

learn from the best practices of Indonesia and other

participating countries.

The forum, which will be held alongside the High-Level

Forum on Multi-Stakeholder Partnership (HLF MSP),

will focus on key areas such as economic

transformation, energy, food security, and health. It is

expected to draw 28 heads of state and 800

participants, with the goal of fostering agreements

across government, business, and international

organizations. [Antara]

Myanmar workers in Thailand protest

Chinese-owned company for unfair

payment

(tl) Around 700 Burmese workers in Thailand have

protested Chinese-owned industry for their salary at a

construction site in Rojana Industrial Zone, Prachin

Buri District. Thai Ministry of Labor mediated between

Chinese businessmen and workers, and labor activists

reported that the protests have been temporarily

halted.

The workers received 500 baht every two weeks to

cover the cost of their temporary living cost and meals.

The remaining funds will be transferred on August 21.

Thai Ministry of Labor's initial investigation into the

delay in paying Myanmar workers' salaries claimed

that the Chinese company had not been able to pay

the workers since June due to a delay in transferring

money to Thailand. Despite not receiving their second

salaries, 70% of the construction work has been

completed. [Bangkok Post][Khaosod English]

[Pattayamail]

Chinese foreign minister and UN Special

Envoy for Myanmar forge consensus on
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Myanmar's peaceful resolution

(sc) On August 20, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

met with UN Special Envoy Julie Bishop in Beijing to

discuss the ongoing crisis in Myanmar. Wang

emphasized China's commitment to respecting

Myanmar's sovereignty and its non-interference

stance, advocating for a Myanmar-owned and

Myanmar-led peace process. He expressed support for

ASEAN's pivotal role in this process, highlighting

China's readiness to assist Bishop in her efforts to

promote political reconciliation and long-term stability

in Myanmar. Wang urged that the integration of

ASEAN's five-point consensus with Myanmar’s new

five-point roadmap could effectively advance peace

and development efforts. [Xinhua]

Bishop, in her new role, underscored the complexity of

the Myanmar situation, noting the historical and

national peculiarities that demand a nuanced

approach. She acknowledged the significant role and

responsibility of her position to foster understanding

and balance among all parties involved, with the

ultimate aim of safeguarding the long-term interests of

the Myanmar people. Her mission in Beijing, part of a

broader regional tour that included discussions with

ASEAN leaders and a recent visit to New York

Headquarters, is focused on unifying regional and

international efforts to address the crisis

comprehensively. [UN Daily Press Briefing]

In her interactions, Bishop expressed gratitude for

China's support at the onset of her tenure, recognizing

China's influential role as Myanmar's neighbor and a

key UN Security Council member. She pledged to work

closely with China and ASEAN to forge a consensus on

handling the Myanmar issue effectively, aiming to quell

the conflict swiftly, alleviate the humanitarian distress,

and pave the way for sustainable peace and prosperity

driven by the Myanmar people. This dialogue marks a

significant step in international efforts to stabilize

Myanmar through collaborative diplomacy and shared

regional commitments. [Consulate General of the

People’s Republic of China in New York]

Foreign investment leaves Myanmar

(tl) Foreign investment in Myanmar has significantly

decreased in the past three and a half years since the

military took power, largely due to the country's

economic crisis and junta’s administration

mismanagement. The economy contracted by nearly

20 percent since the coup and its 2024 gross domestic

product growth estimates have been halved to 1
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percent. Moreover, political unpredictability, growing

inflation, trouble with bank transactions, difficulty

acquiring raw materials, and a shortage of labor have

all caused investors to flee the country.

In the first seven months of 2024, foreign investment

reached only USD 150 million, compared to USD 2.9

billion in investment between 2021 and 2024.

Myanmar’s central bank’s control of the kyat currency

exchange rate has made it difficult for foreign

companies to operate, as the central bank's fixed rate

of 2,100 kyats equal to one dollar. The junta is cracking

down on black market money changers, keeping

desperately needed foreign exchange out of the formal

banking system.

The main obstacle to foreign investment is the

worsening conflict, which entails significant political

risks and unclear investment policies. Thai companies

with investments worth USD 7 billion have withdrawn

from Myanmar due to persistent tensions between the

junta and the armed opposition. Additionally, many

businesses in Myanmar have relocated to Thailand due

to the conflict.

Most Western businesses pulled out of Myanmar after

the coup in 2021. On August 12, Sembcorp of

Singapore announced the temporary closure of its gas-

fired power plant, making it one of the latest

companies to lessen its presence in Myanmar.

Similarly, CJ Feed Myanmar of South Korea declared in

May that the economic crisis in Myanmar commercial

hub Yangon was the reason behind the suspension of

its animal feed production and sales at its facility.

According to a report released by Myanmar Think Tank

ISP-Myanmar, at the end of 2022, out of 52 countries

with companies that had regularly done business in

Myanmar, 39 had ceased their investments.

The primary foreign investors in Myanmar are

companies based in Singapore, China, and Thailand,

with energy, natural gas, and oil manufacturing sectors

attracting the most investment. [Radio Free Asia][ISP

Myanmar][Asian agribiz]

Philippines will host 2024 Asia-Pacific

Disaster Risk Reduction Conference

(ga) The Philippines will be co-hosting the upcoming

Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk

Reduction (APMCDRR) from October 14-18 in Pasay

City, as requested by the United Nations. The biennial

conference will see participation from 2,500 delegates
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representing 62 countries, focusing on disaster risk

financing, inclusion, and localized solutions.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has ordered the

creation of an inter-agency committee to oversee all

preparatory activities for the purpose of ensuring the

successful organization of the event. [Presidential

Communications Office] [Manila Bulletin]

Singapore hosts annual multilateral

maritime security exercise

(ga) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) hosted the

Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT)

exercise, a multilateral maritime security exercise led

by the United States Navy (USN), from August 12 to 23.

The goal was to enhance cooperation and information-

sharing to strengthen regional responses against

maritime security threats.

This year's 23rd iteration exercise brought together

participants from 18 countries, including Singapore,

Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Vietnam,

India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, South Korea, Australia,

New Zealand, the Maldives, Palau, France, Germany,

the United Kingdom, and the United States.

The exercise featured a five-day shore-based program,

including a Senior Leaders’ Forum, a maritime security

seminar, and a workshop on Vessel Board Search and

Seizure (VBSS).

The sea phase of the exercise was conducted at the

Changi Command and Control Centre (CC2C) in RSS

Singapura – Changi Naval Base. During the sea phase,

multinational participants collaborated to analyze real-

time maritime information, focusing on identifying

vessels of interest in the Straits of Malacca and

Singapore, as well as the South China Sea. Participating

navies and coastguards were tasked to deploy aircraft

and ships to investigate potential threats and execute

operational responses. [Ministry of Defence Singapore]

[The Straits Times]

Singapore attends the 53rd Pacific Islands

Forum as Dialogue Partner

(ga) Minister Maliki Osman is currently visiting Tonga to

participate in the 53rd Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)

Leaders Meeting, marking Singapore's second

attendance as a Dialogue Partner since its admission in

January 2022. Minister Maliki Osman will engage Pacific
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leaders to discuss bilateral and regional cooperation,

focusing on shared challenges such as climate change.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore]

The forum aims to address regional issues and

promote resilience. Key topics include the New

Caledonia crisis and climate action, with UN Secretary-

General António Guterres emphasizing the Pacific’s

role in global climate leadership. [Radio New Zealand]

Thailand confirms Asia’s first case of new

mpox virus strain

(lm/ga/ht) Thailand has confirmed Asia's first case of

the new mutated mpox virus strain, clade Ib. The

patient, a 66-year-old European male, tested positive

after arriving from Africa. Authorities have identified

and placed 43 close contacts under surveillance, with a

monitoring period of 21 days.

In response, Thailand has tightened health screenings

for travelers from countries with mpox outbreaks as

the tourism-dependent nation prepares for the

upcoming busy season. The government is also

establishing a quarantine facility to mitigate the risk of

further spread. [Bangkok Post 1]

Moreover, The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in

Thailand is expediting the approval of mpox diagnostic

test kits due to growing concerns over the viral

infection. The FDA aims to fast-track the registration

process for manufacturers and importers to ensure

timely access to these kits while maintaining public

health security. [Bangkok Post 2]

Singapore ramps up mpox screenings at airports, border

checkpoints

Similar to Thailand, Singapore has intensified mpox

screenings at its airports and border checkpoints,

targeting travelers from regions with outbreaks.

Measures include temperature checks and medical

assessments for those showing symptoms. As of

August 22, the city-state has confirmed 13 cases of the

less severe Clade II infections, with no Clade I cases

yet. [South China Morning Post]

Sri Lanka's visa-free policy sparks concerns; health

authorities step up monitoring at entry points

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka's recent decision to allow visa-

free entry for citizens of 35 countries has raised

serious concerns amid a rise in Monkeypox cases in

some of these nations. The move has prompted fears
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of increased transmission, especially since many global

cases involve individuals who have traveled to

countries with high infection rates. Health authorities

in Sri Lanka have responded by increasing monitoring

at airports and seaports. [Daily Mirror]

Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa sets up isolation wards

after two confirmed mpox cases

In Pakistan, the health department of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province has set up isolation wards

at several hospitals for patients with mpox systems,

announced by relevant authorities. In addition, the

authorities have toughened up the screening process

at airports and border crossings since two confirmed

cases. [Arab News]

ASEAN-Canada FTA to be reached by 2025

(msz) According to Thai and Canadian officials involved

in discussions, a free trade agreement (FTA) between

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

and Canada is expected to be concluded by 2025.

Canadian embassy trade commissioner Surin

Thanalertkul and senior market development officer of

the Canada Indo-Pacific Agriculture and Agri-Food

Office (IPAAO) Martin Sullivan forecast this during the

Catch of Canada event on August 20. [Bangkok Post]

[Thaiger]

Both sides expressed optimism that the FTA would

facilitate smoother trade between ASEAN and Canada.

Surin said that the trade between the ASEAN and

Canada is being hindered by challenges, such as issues

related to market access, tariffs and technical issues

when Canada exports goods to Thailand.

Thailand postpones 5th BIMSTEC Summit

in Bangkok over formation of new

government

(msz) The Thai government has postponed the

upcoming Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)

summit, originally scheduled for September 3-4 in

Bangkok. The delay is due to Thailand's ongoing

process of forming a new government headed by

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra. [Thai PBS

World] [The Economic Times] [Bangkok Post]

BIMSTEC, established in 1997 with the signing of the

Bangkok Declaration, is a regional organization
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connecting South Asia and Southeast Asia. The bloc

consists of seven members: Bangladesh, India,

Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan, and Nepal.

Thai, US, UK forces collaborate in five-day

anti-terrorism drill

(bk) A five-day anti-terrorism drill, Crisis Management

Exercise 2024 (C-MEX24), organized by Thailand's

Counter Terrorist Operations Centre, concluded on

August 23 in Chiang Rai, Thailand's northern province.

The exercise involved over 500 participants from 60

agencies, including the Thai army, navy, air force, and

police. International contributions came from the US

1st Special Forces Group (Airborne), the US

Department of Energy, and the UK's Joint Counter

Terrorist Training and Advisory Team. The drill was

designed to assess the readiness of these agencies to

effectively handle counter-terrorism operations.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand extradites Malaysian fugitive to

China over USD 14 billion cryptocurrency

scam

(lm) Thailand extradited Malaysian businessman Tedy

Teow Wooi Huat to China over a USD 14 billion

cryptocurrency fraud that defrauded over 10 million

investors, primarily Chinese nationals. Teow, founder

of MBI Group, was accused of running a pyramid

scheme using unlicensed cryptocurrency since 2012.

This is the first extradition under the 1999 Thailand-

China treaty. China sees the move as a landmark

achievement in its efforts to combat cross-border

crime, with intensified cooperation planned among

regional countries to tackle online fraud and gambling.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand targets USD 58 billion in cross-

border trade by 2027

(lm) Thailand's Commerce Ministry has set an

ambitious target to increase cross-border trade to THB

2 trillion (USD 58 billion) by 2027. This goal comes after

the country experienced a 10.4 percent surge in

exports through the Sadao customs checkpoint in the

first half of 2024. The Ministry's strategy involves

accelerating cross-border and transit trade under the

government's investment promotion plan for 2024-27.
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A delegation of senior officials from the Foreign Trade

Department recently visited the Sadao and Padang

Besar customs checkpoints, which are crucial gateways

for trade with Malaysia. Songkhla province, where

these checkpoints are located, serves as a vital

production hub for processed rubber, seafood, and

electronics. It is also a focal point for economic

cooperation within the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand

Growth Triangle (IMT-GT).

In 2023, the total value of border trade at Sadao and

Padang Besar reached THB 569 billion (USD 16.8

billion). In the first half of 2024 alone, cross-border

trade between Thailand and Malaysia amounted to

THB 297 billion (USD 8.8 billion). Exports from Thailand

to Malaysia accounted for THB 172 billion (USD 5.1

billion), up 8.89 percent year-on-year, while imports

decreased by 9.31 percent to THB 125 billion (USD 3.7

billion), resulting in a trade surplus of THB 47 billion

(USD 1.4 billion).

The Ministry is also focusing on setting up one-stop

service (OSS) centers in provinces with high levels of

border trade. These centers aim to facilitate and

stimulate cross-border and transit trade, with eight

pilot provinces already establishing 10 such locations,

including Chiang Rai, Tak, and Nakhon Phanom.

At the Sadao customs checkpoint, cross-border and

transit trade reached THB 214 billion (USD 6.3 billion)

in the first half of 2024. Key exports included

concentrated latex, electronics, rubber products, and

electrical equipment. Meanwhile, the Padang Besar

checkpoint saw THB 79 billion (USD 2.3 billion) in trade

during the same period, driven by the export of

rubber, processed wood, and car parts. [Bangkok Post]

World Bank forecasts Vietnam 2024 GDP

growth at 6.1 percent, warns on bad loans

(wn) The World Bank has forecast Vietnam's GDP

growth for 2024 at 6.1 percent, driven by continued

export growth, a real estate recovery, and improved

domestic demand. However, the World Bank

expressed concerns about the quality of assets in the

banking sector, citing a rise in non-performing loans

(NPLs), which grew from 1.9 percent in 2022 to 4.6

percent in 2023. Total problem loans could reach as

high as 7.9 percent when including restructured loans

and debts managed by the Vietnam Asset

Management Company. The World Bank also expects

Vietnam's inflation rate to rise to 4.5 percent in 2024

due to higher food prices, up from 3.2 percent in 2023.

[The Star]
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China's summer durian market heats up

as Thailand, Vietnam vie for top spot

(wn/lm) China’s summer durian market saw a strong

rebound in Thai durian imports during the second

quarter of 2024, reinforcing Thailand's leading

position. Shipments of fresh Thai durians to China

reached USD 2.67 billion, accounting for 75 percent of

the market share, a significant jump from the 42.5

percent in the first quarter. This increase is due to

Thailand’s seasonal harvest and its strong trade

networks, which helped it recover in the world’s largest

durian-consuming market.

Thailand’s dominance had been challenged by

Vietnam, whose durian exports grew quickly after

2022. Vietnamese durians are often cheaper due to

lower shipping costs via land routes, which allowed

them to cut into Thailand’s market share. However, in

June, Chinese authorities suspended 33 Vietnamese

durian exporters over quality concerns, giving Thailand

an opportunity to reclaim a larger portion of the

market. Experts suggest that Vietnam’s fast growth

may have compromised quality. [Bangkok Post]

Against this backdrop, Vietnam's Minister of

Agriculture and Rural Development, Le Minh Hoan,

recently emphasized the importance of positioning

durian as a national product. In order to compete with

significant durian exporters like Thailand and Malaysia,

he suggested establishing quality standards and

building a solid brand for Vietnamese durian. The

minister also highlighted the necessity of

comprehensive farm policies and education for

farmers and businesses to support the national

product designation. [The Star]

Meanwhile, Malaysia has entered the Chinese durian

market after years of lobbying. In June, Malaysia

received approval to export fresh durians to China, but

it was too late to compete strongly in the second

quarter. Malaysian durians, known for their distinct

flavors, are expected to be more expensive than Thai

durians and are likely to appeal to niche markets due

to their limited supply.

China imported 1.4 million tones of durians in 2023,

cementing its status as the world’s largest consumer of

the fruit, which is often seen as a delicacy and is used

in special occasions like weddings. China is also

experimenting with domestic durian production on the

tropical island of Hainan, but its industry is still in the

early stages, and it remains reliant on imports from

Southeast Asia. [Bangkok Post]
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Montagnard activist denies terror charge

in Thai trial

(lm/wn) The founding member of a now-banned

Vietnamese Montagnard rights group, facing detention

and extradition proceedings in Thailand, has denied

terrorism charges brought against him by Vietnam.

Y Quynh Bdap, a founding member of Montagnards

Stand for Justice, was charged in absentia by a

Vietnamese court for allegedly planning a June 2023

attack on government offices in Dak Lak province that

resulted in nine deaths, including four police officers,

two commune officials, and three civilians. Bdap has

denied the charges, asserting that he has been living in

Thailand since 2018 as a UN-recognized refugee.

Despite the absence of a formal extradition agreement

between Thailand and Vietnam, Thai police arrested

Bdap in June for overstaying his visa following an

extradition request from Hanoi.

On August 19, the Criminal Court in Bangkok heard

witness testimonies regarding Vietnam's extradition

request. A Thai police officer testified that he was

compelled to arrest Bdap due to the warrant from

Vietnam. Meanwhile, a representative from Vietnam's

Ministry of Public Security dismissed concerns from

rights groups about potential torture, asserting that

Vietnam respects prisoners' human rights.

Despite the lengthy hearing, Bdap had limited

opportunities to defend himself. In a previous session,

he was forced to attend remotely from his prison cell

and later appeared in shackles, a treatment he

described as "inhumane." Two additional hearings are

scheduled for August 30 and September 2. [Radio Free

Asia 1]

ICJ urges Thailand to deny extradition

The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) had earlier

urged the Bangkok Criminal Court not to extradite

Bdap to Vietnam, citing his unfair conviction by a

Vietnamese court. The ICJ pointed out that Bdap's trial

in absentia did not meet international fair trial

standards, as he was unable to defend himself or have

legal representation. The ICJ also called on Thailand to

uphold the principle of non-refoulement, warning that

Bdap could face torture and inhumane treatment if

returned to Vietnam, despite the country’s ratification

of the UN Convention Against Torture.

Further underscoring the ICJ's concerns, Vietnamese

authorities recently arrested a Montagnard community
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member in Dak Lak province, accusing him of

"undermining the solidarity policy" by communicating

with Montagnard activists abroad. The government

claims that the arrested individual was in contact with

Montagnard groups in Thailand and the U.S., including

members of FULRO, a former organization advocating

for indigenous autonomy, which Vietnam has

designated a terrorist group. [Radio Free Asia 2]

UN Special Rapporteurs challenge Vietnam’s treatment of

Montagnard minority

Against this backdrop, United Nations Special

Rapporteurs have expressed serious concerns over

Vietnam's treatment of the Montagnard minority,

specifically related to the January trial of around 100

Montagnards following the 2023 attack on government

offices in Dak Lak province. The Special Rapporteurs

pointed out that the trial raised numerous human

rights issues, such as the failure to meet international

fair trial standards, illegal arrests and detentions,

allegations of torture, unexplained deaths in custody,

and the use of terrorism charges against the

defendants.

The trial, which concluded with 10 people receiving life

sentences and many others sentenced to prison terms

ranging from a few years to two decades, was criticized

for inadequate legal representation. Only 19 lawyers

were assigned to 100 defendants, and six defendants

were tried in absentia without legal representation.

The rapporteurs also noted the Vietnamese

government's use of a "mobile court" system, which

lacks a clear legal basis and may have been used to

publicly shame the defendants, rather than to educate

the public about the law. [Radio Free Asia 3]

Vietnam's internationally-backed clean

energy transition is failing, pressure

group says

(lm) An internationally-backed initiative aimed at

helping Vietnam transition from fossil fuels to clean

energy under the Just Energy Transition Partnership

(JETP) is faltering due to Hanoi’s repression of

environmental groups and failure to meet financial

commitments, according to a report by Project88, a

human rights advocacy group. The JETP, agreed upon

in December 2022 between Vietnam and an

International Partnership Group, promised to mobilize

USD 15.5 billion to support Vietnam's transition to

clean energy and achieve net zero emissions by 2050.

In return, Vietnam committed to phasing out coal and
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ensuring equitable energy policies by consulting with

NGOs and the media.

However, Project88's report, titled "Apocalypse Soon?",

highlights that the project has not delivered on its

promises. Only 2 percent of the pledged funds have

been disbursed, primarily as loans with high interest

rates rather than the more favorable terms initially

promised. Vietnam is hesitant to accept these loans

due to concerns over rising costs, especially in light of

the appreciation of the U.S. dollar and high global

interest rates. This situation mirrors similar challenges

faced by Indonesia and South Africa under their

respective JETP deals.

The report emphasizes that Vietnam’s energy

transition is stalling because of the country's

prioritization of energy security over environmental

goals. Despite JETP's intention to help Vietnam reduce

coal use, the country has increased its reliance on coal

power, which now accounts for 40 percent of its

electricity generation—up from 18 percent in 2010.

While Vietnam has cut planned capacity for new coal

plants, it has ramped up output from existing ones and

plans to construct additional plants. For instance, coal

imports rose by 71 percent in the first five months of

2024 to meet the demand from coal-fired power

plants.

One of the core issues identified in the report is

Vietnam’s repressive stance toward environmental

activism. Since 2021, the government has imprisoned

six prominent climate activists, accusing them of tax

evasion and other charges. These activists, including

Nguy Thi Khanh, Dang Dinh Bach, and Hoang Thi Minh

Hong, had successfully lobbied for Vietnam's

commitment to decarbonizing the economy, a promise

made at the COP26 climate summit in 2021. Their

arrests have created a chilling effect on civil society,

deterring further activism and participation in climate

policy-making.

Project88 argues that freedom of association and

expression are crucial for effective climate policy, yet

Vietnam’s actions have stifled these rights. Directive

24, issued by the Communist Party’s Politburo in July

2023, further suppresses foreign influence and

activism in policy-making, creating additional barriers

to foreign investment and aid. As a result, billions of

dollars in foreign aid, including climate finance, have

been delayed. [Radio Free Asia]

India raises concerns over security of its

establishments with Bangladesh
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(gs) Indian High Commissioner Pranay Verma

expressed concerns over the security of India's

embassy and other establishments in Bangladesh

during a meeting with Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad

Yunus. The Bangladeshi government has responded by

increasing security in the entire diplomatic zone. [The

Daily Star]

Bhutan, China hold 14th expert group

meeting on boundary issues

(lm) China and Bhutan held the 14th Expert Group

Meeting (EGM) on boundary issues from August 20-22,

in Thimphu, Bhutan. The discussions focused on

reviewing progress in boundary negotiations,

particularly the implementation of the Three-Step

Roadmap agreed upon in 2021 to accelerate talks that

began in 1984. Both sides also discussed the

Cooperation Agreement on the responsibilities of the

Joint Technical Team (JTT) for boundary delimitation

and demarcation. [Global Times]

The China-Bhutan border dispute has its roots in

historical territorial claims and geographic complexity.

The dispute primarily revolves around two key areas:

the western border near the Doklam plateau and the

northern border near the Pasamlung and Jakarlung

valleys.

Bhutan's border dispute with China is complicated by

India's strategic interests in the region. India has

traditionally had a strong influence over Bhutan’s

foreign policy, particularly in security matters. The

Doklam standoff illustrated the triangular dynamics

involving India, Bhutan, and China. India is wary of any

Chinese advances near its northeastern territories,

especially in sensitive areas like the Siliguri Corridor.

New Zealand’s leading tech firm to

develop Bhutan Integrated Tax System

(lm) New Zealand’s Data Torque Limited has been

chosen to develop Bhutan's Integrated Tax System

(BITS) after delays and technical challenges. The

project, funded entirely by the government at a cost of

over BTN 1 billion (USD 12 million), aims to streamline

Bhutan's tax administration. BITS will feature real-time

data processing, automated tax filing, and e-invoicing,

improving services for taxpayers. The system will be

rolled out in phases, beginning with Goods and
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Services Tax (GST), followed by non-tax and tax-

deducted-at-source, and finally direct taxes.

BITS will replace Bhutan’s current tax system and is

expected to be fully operational by 2029. The GST Act,

passed in 2020, is set to take effect once BITS is

complete, helping to broaden the tax base and

improve revenue collection. [Kuensel]

Bhutan's prime minister meets with King

Letsie III of Lesotho

(lm) The Prime Minister of Bhutan met with King Letsie

III of Lesotho on August 22, where they exchanged

warm greetings and discussed the similarities between

their two countries, despite the geographic distance.

Both Bhutan and Lesotho are landlocked,

mountainous kingdoms located around 28 degrees

north and south of the equator, respectively. The

leaders reflected on shared challenges and

opportunities, particularly in agriculture, tourism, and

hydropower, which are vital sectors for their relatively

small populations and economies. [Kuensel]

Brunei-China expand economic

cooperation

(ma) On 24 August, Brunei-China held a

groundbreaking ceremony for the expansion of a

major port. This development marks a significant

milestone in the port's upgrade, aiming to enhance its

capacity and efficiency. The expansion is set to

accommodate increased cargo traffic and support

economic growth in the region.

The port expansion project includes the construction

of new berths, cargo handling facilities, and storage

areas. These improvements are designed to boost the

port's operational capabilities and attract more

shipping lines, which will help streamline trade and

logistics processes.

Officials at the ceremony emphasized that the

expansion would create new job opportunities and

stimulate local businesses. They also highlighted the

project’s role in supporting the broader economic

development goals of the region, reinforcing the port's

position as a critical hub in international trade. [Borneo

Bulletin]
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Cambodia, Hong Kong to deepen trade

ties

(ma) Cambodia and Hong Kong are strengthening

trade relations, reflected in a 50 percent increase in

trade volume between the two sides from January to

July this year. This boost in trade, discussed in a

meeting between Lim Lork Piseth, secretary of state at

the Ministry of Commerce, and Secretary for

Commerce and Economic Development of Hong Kong

Algernon Yau on August 21, is attributed to

collaborative efforts and initiatives aimed at expanding

economic opportunities and enhancing bilateral

business interactions. Both Cambodia and Hong Kong

are keen on leveraging this growth to further solidify

their economic ties.

The key sectors contributing to this trade growth

include textiles, electronics, and agricultural products.

This expansion is expected to benefit both economies

by opening new markets and fostering greater

economic integration. The increase in trade volume

reflects a broader trend of increasing regional

economic interconnectivity in Asia.

To support this growth, both Cambodian and Hong

Kong authorities are working on improving trade

facilitation measures and investing in infrastructure.

These efforts are designed to streamline trade

processes and reduce barriers, ultimately aiming to

enhance the overall business environment and sustain

the positive momentum in trade relations between the

two regions. [The Phnom Penh Post]

US updates nuclear strategy to counter

China

(alk) President Joe Biden has approved a revised, highly

classified nuclear strategy aimed at addressing China's

rapidly expanding arsenal and potential alliances with

Russia and other nations. The "Nuclear Employment

Guidance," updated every four years, remains

accessible only to a select group of top officials due to

its sensitive nature; even Congress members have

limited access.

For the first time, the updated guidance explicitly

targets China's growing nuclear capabilities,

addressing the possibility of coordinated threats from

China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran. This shift in

strategy follows concerns over China's nuclear

expansion, increased cooperation with Russia, and the

ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
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In June, National Security Council Senior Director

Pranay Vaddi signalled these changes, highlighting the

"new nuclear era" and the necessity of broadening US

policy to deter multiple adversaries simultaneously.

The revised policy suggests Washington may expand

its nuclear arsenal, a notable departure from post-Cold

War efforts to reduce global stockpiles.

China's nuclear developments have drawn global

concern. A June report by the Stockholm International

Peace Research Institute noted that China's arsenal

increased by 90 warheads, reaching 500 in total, with

projections suggesting its intercontinental ballistic

missiles could surpass US and Russian numbers within

the next decade. [Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute]

The US and China resumed informal nuclear arms talks

in March for the first time in five years. However, all

negotiations were suspended in July (see AiR No. 30,

July/2024, 4) in response to US arms sales to Taiwan.

[South China Morning Post]

Chinese dissident accused by US of spying

for Beijing

(jf) US prosecutors have charged Chinese dissident

Yuanjun Tang, a naturalized US citizen, with acting as

an agent for China's intelligence service, the Ministry of

State Security (MSS). Tang, 67, was arrested in New

York City on August 21, according to a statement from

the US Department of Justice (DOJ). He is accused of

spying on Chinese democracy activists and dissidents

based in the US and making false statements to the

FBI.

The DOJ's criminal complaint alleges that between

2018 and 2023, Tang operated under the direction of

China's MSS, regularly receiving instructions via email,

encrypted chats, and other communication methods.

The indictment states that Tang reported on

individuals and groups perceived by the Chinese

government as hostile to its interests, including

prominent US-based Chinese pro-democracy activists.

He allegedly held face-to-face meetings with MSS

officers and assisted in infiltrating an encrypted group

chat used by Chinese dissidents to discuss pro-

democracy efforts and criticize the Chinese

government.

The charges suggest that Tang agreed to work for

China's intelligence agency in hopes of reuniting with

his family, who reside in mainland China. According to

US prosecutors, Tang had a history of opposing the
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Chinese Communist Party, including his participation in

the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests. He was later

imprisoned in China for his activism. In 2002, he

defected to Taiwan before being granted political

asylum in the US, where he continued to live until his

arrest. [BBC]

US sanctions over 400 firms, including 42

Chinese firms accused of aiding Russia

war campaign

(jf) On August 23, the United States imposed a new

round of sanctions, targeting more than 400 entities

accused of aiding Russia in its war against Ukraine. The

sanctions, timed to coincide with Ukraine's

Independence Day holiday, focus on firms in Russia,

Europe, Asia, and the Middle East that are accused of

helping Russia circumvent U.S. sanctions and enabling

its war efforts, according to a Treasury Department

press release.

In addition, the Biden administration added 123

companies to its export control list, which restricts the

supply of certain goods by requiring suppliers to

obtain licenses before shipping items to the listed

companies. Among the new additions were 42 Chinese

firms and 63 Russian companies, as detailed in a notice

from the Federal Register. The U. has consistently

warned China about supplying machinery and

technology that could support Russia's military-

industrial base amid its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

While Beijing has denied supplying weapons to

Moscow, it has defended what it describes as normal

trade relations between the two countries.

The Treasury Department also cautioned "foreign

regulators and financial institutions" against

conducting business with overseas branches or

subsidiaries of Russian financial institutions, even

those not directly sanctioned.

Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Wally Adeyemo said

the latest sanctions are part of the US efforts to fulfill

the commitments made by President Joe Biden and

other G7 leaders to disrupt Russia’s military-industrial

base supply chains and payment channels. These

sanctions aim to further weaken Russia’s ability to

continue its war in Ukraine by targeting the financial

and industrial networks supporting its military

operations. [VOA]
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US lawmakers question clinical trials

conducted in China

(alk) A bipartisan group of US lawmakers has urged the

Biden administration to increase scrutiny of U.S.

clinical trials conducted in China, citing concerns about

intellectual property theft and the potential forced

participation of Uyghurs. The lawmakers' letter raises

ethical concerns about trials in Xinjiang, given the

region's history of suppressing and discriminating

against ethnic minorities. They also warn that critical

intellectual property could be transferred to the

People’s Liberation Army or co-opted under China’s

National Security Law.

The Chinese embassy in Washington dismissed the

accusations of intellectual theft as "groundless" and

labeled allegations of genocide in Xinjiang as "sheer

falsehood." The embassy also stated that China-U.S.

healthcare cooperation is mutually beneficial and

warned against politicizing normal cooperation.

Over the past decade, US drug companies have

partnered with Chinese military-run hospitals for

hundreds of trials, including in Xinjiang, where Uyghurs

are a minority. This letter reflects growing concerns

over China's role in the biotechnology industry. In

April, U.S. lawmakers urged the Biden administration

to blacklist seven Chinese biotech firms allegedly

linked to Beijing's military.

Lawmakers are also considering legislation to restrict

US business with certain Chinese biotech companies,

including WuXi AppTec and BGI. [Reuters]

China warns US not to allow “separatist

activities” by Dalai Lama

(alk) China has warned the U.S. against allowing the

Dalai Lama to engage in "separatist activities" during

his visit and lodged a "solemn protest" after senior

American officials met the exiled Tibetan spiritual

leader in New York on August 21.

The Chinese foreign ministry stated that it "firmly

opposes any country allowing the Dalai Lama to visit

under any pretext" and opposes any government

officials meeting with him in any form. They also

criticized the US for appointing a special coordinator

for Tibetan issues, calling it interference in China's

internal affairs. China urged the U.S. to honor its

commitments on Tibet, respect China's core interests,

and prevent the Dalai Lama from engaging in political
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activities in the US. Last month, Beijing also opposed

President Biden's signing of the Resolve Tibet Act,

which encourages Beijing to resume dialogue with the

Dalai Lama and seek a negotiated agreement on Tibet.

China's protest followed a meeting where U.S. officials

reaffirmed their commitment to advancing the human

rights of Tibetans.

The Dalai Lama, who fled to India in 1959 after a failed

uprising against Chinese rule in Tibet, has been in the

U.S. since June for medical treatment. This is his first

visit to the U.S. since 2017. Beijing views the Dalai

Lama as a separatist and opposes foreign

governments' contact with him. The last talks between

Beijing and the Dalai Lama's representatives occurred

in 2010. {South China Morning Post]

US national security advisor Sullivan to

visit China

(alk) US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan will visit

China from August 27 to 29 to meet with Foreign

Minister Wang Yi in an effort to manage tensions

ahead of the US elections.

This marks the first visit by a U.S. national security

adviser to China since 2016, though other senior

officials, including Secretary of State Antony Blinken,

have visited in recent years.

The US emphasized that the visit does not signal a

softening of President Biden's approach to China. The

administration views the relationship as highly

competitive but is committed to managing it

responsibly to avoid conflict.

China-US relations have been strained over economic

disputes and incidents such as the US downing of a

suspected Chinese surveillance balloon last year (see

AiR No.6, February/2023, 1). Additionally, Nancy

Pelosi’s 2022 visit to Taiwan provoked a strong reaction

from Beijing, which sees such visits as endorsing

Taiwan's sovereignty.

In April, Chinese President Xi Jinping told Blinken that

the two nations should be partners rather than rivals.

However, tensions remain, especially over China’s

support for Russia amid its invasion of Ukraine.

Sullivan plans to discuss these issues, as well as North

Korea and the Middle East, during his visit. [Aljazeera]

Sullivan’s trip comes just months before the U.S.

general election in November, with Vice President
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Kamala Harris running to succeed Biden. The

administration is expected to continue seeking

dialogue with China while maintaining pressure, while

her Republican rival, Donald Trump, has promised a

tougher stance on China. [Aljazeera]

US retailer Walmart sells stake in Chinese

ecommerce giant JD.com amid rising

competition in China

(alk) Walmart has sold its entire 10 percent stake in

Chinese e-commerce giant JD.com for USD 3.6 billion,

shifting its focus to expanding its own brands in China.

As of December 31, Walmart held 289 million ordinary

shares of JD.com, equivalent to 144.5 million New York-

traded shares. Morgan Stanley brokered the sale at an

11 percent discount to JD.com’s August 20 closing

price, yielding about USD 3.6 billion.

JD.com repurchased USD 390 million of its own shares

on August 21. Following the news, JD.com’s Hong Kong-

listed shares dropped by as much as 12 percent.

Walmart first acquired its stake in JD.com in 2016

through the sale of its Chinese e-commerce site

Yihaodian. The collaboration included launching

Walmart and Sam’s Club stores on JD.com’s platform

and a delivery partnership in some Chinese cities.

However, JD.com has faced increasing competition

from Pinduoduo and Alibaba, with Pinduoduo now

surpassing JD.com as China’s second-largest e-

commerce company.

Despite the sale, Walmart stated it would continue

cooperating with JD.com while focusing on expanding

Walmart Supercenters and Sam’s Club in China.

This move follows JD.com’s other major partner,

Tencent, distributing nearly all of its 17 percent stake

in JD.com to shareholders in 2022. [Financial Times]

Canada to impose tariffs on China-made

EVs

(dql) Canada has announced plans to impose new

tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles, aluminum,

and steel. Starting October 1, a 100 percent import tax

will be applied to electric vehicles, followed by a 25

percent levy on aluminum and steel from October 15.
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau citied for this move

China’s unfair advantage in the global market. The

decision comes amid global concerns that China is

offloading goods at reduced prices to mitigate its

economic issues.

China’s embassy in Canada expressed strong

dissatisfaction, warning that the tariffs could harm

trade relations, Canadian consumers, and the

country’s green transition efforts. [South China

Morning Post]

British Prime Minister calls for closer

China-UK ties

(alk) In their first-ever conversation, UK Prime Minister

Sir Keir Starmer told Chinese President Xi Jinping that

he seeks closer economic ties between the UK and

China while maintaining the freedom to discuss

disagreements openly.

During the 45-minute call, Xi urged the UK to view

China objectively and rationally, highlighting both

countries' roles as permanent members of the UN

Security Council and their potential to promote global

peace.

Starmer initiated the call, aiming to establish a long-

term, "grown-up" relationship with China despite

existing challenges. The leaders discussed cooperation

in areas like trade, the economy, and education,

agreeing to work closely on global security and climate

change.

Downing Street stressed that the conversation did not

shy away from sensitive issues, including Hong Kong,

Russia’s war in Ukraine, and human rights. Tensions

between the UK and China have grown in recent years,

particularly over China's actions in Hong Kong, its

treatment of Uyghurs in Xinjiang, and its neutral stance

on the Ukraine conflict.

However, China remains a major trading partner for

the UK. Starmer, Britain’s first Labour prime minister in

14 years, seeks a pragmatic, respectful, and long-term

approach to the relationship. China also sees the UK as

an important partner in peace efforts in Ukraine and

Gaza and as an important interlocutor with the US,

especially given the uncertainty surrounding the

upcoming US presidential election, in which Donald

Trump has promised higher tariffs on trading partners

if he returns to power, in which China seeks Britain’s

support as a nation that believed in free trade.
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Beijing is also keen to strengthen ties with European

countries and mend relations with US allies in

response to Washington's export controls on

technology and military alliances in the Asia-Pacific

such as AUKUS. [Financial Times]

China launches tit-for-tat probe into

imported EU dairy products following EU’s

EV tariff move

(alk) On August 21, China announced an anti-subsidy

investigation into EU dairy products in response to the

EU's tariff hikes on Chinese-made electric vehicles

(EVs).

The investigation targets fresh and processed cheese,

as well as uncondensed milk and cream without added

sugar or sweeteners, examining 20 subsidies that

benefit the EU dairy industry. Seven of these subsidies

are part of the EU's common agricultural policy, while

the rest come from individual countries, including

Belgium, Italy, and France. The investigation covers

imports from April 2023 to March 2024, with an

industrial damage evaluation period starting from

2020 to the first quarter of 2023.

China's decision followed the EU's revision of

countervailing duties on some Chinese EV producers,

which Beijing opposed. This investigation was initiated

after a July application by the Dairy Association of

China and China Dairy Industry Association. This move

also comes after China launched an anti-dumping

investigation on EU pork products in June (see AiR No.

25, June/2024, 3).

In the first seven months of 2024, China imported over

USD 315 million worth of the affected dairy products

from the EU, with France and Italy being the top

suppliers. These countries are also key supporters of

the EU's tariff increases on Chinese EVs. [South China

Morning Post]

China-EU trade tensions rise as China

considers raising tariffs on large engine

petrol-power vehicles

(alk) Beijing is considering raising import tariffs on

large-engine petrol vehicles, following a closed-door

meeting with Chinese carmakers and industry

associations on August 23. This move is seen as part of
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China's tit-for-tat response to the EU's recent tariffs on

Chinese-made electric vehicles (EVs).

Large-engine petrol vehicles, such as SUVs and luxury

cars, are a key segment for European manufacturers.

Last year, China imported 196,000 petrol-powered

passenger cars with engines larger than 2.5 liters from

the EU, with an import value of USD 17.9 billion –

higher than the value of Chinese EVs exported to

Europe.

The potential tariff increase on large-engine petrol

vehicles comes shortly after the EU imposed

provisional tariffs of up to 36.3 percent on Chinese EVs

on August 20.

Just a day after the EU’s announcement, Beijing also

launched an anti-subsidy probe into EU dairy imports,

alongside existing investigations into brandy and pork

products.

With both sides escalating trade measures, a trade war

between the EU and China appears increasingly likely,

as affirmed by the EU’s top diplomat Josep Borrell.

Earlier this month, Beijing also filed a complaint with

the WTO against the EU's tariff hikes on Chinese-made

EVs. [South China Morning Post 1] [South China

Morning Post 2]

EU to lower tariff on Chinese-made Tesla

EVs

(alk) The EU has reduced its planned extra tariff on

Tesla electric vehicles (EVs) imported from China from

20.8 percent to 9 percent. Some Chinese companies in

joint ventures with EU automakers may also receive

lower tariffs on Chinese-made EV imports.

These new tariffs are in addition to the standard 10%

duty on car imports, intended to level the playing field

and counter what the EU sees as unfair subsidies.

Tesla requested a recalculation based on the specific

subsidies it received, leading the EU Commission to

verify that Tesla received fewer subsidies from the

Chinese government compared to other Chinese EV

makers. As a result, the Commission proposed lower

duties for Tesla and some other companies.

The Commission, which sets EU trade policy, still

believes Chinese EV production benefits from

extensive subsidies and proposed duties on other

companies of up to 36.3 percent, slightly lower than
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the 37.6% initially proposed for companies that did not

cooperate with the EU's anti-subsidy investigation.

In retaliation, China's commerce ministry expressed

strong opposition, accusing the EU of basing its

findings on unilateral facts and urging a more rational

and pragmatic approach to avoid escalating trade

tensions. Beijing has also launched a challenge at the

World Trade Organization earlier this month.

The three companies that cooperated with the EU

investigation – BYD, Geely, and SAIC – will receive

slightly lower provisional duties than initially indicated.

Joint ventures between Chinese firms and EU

producers, like Volkswagen's SEAT and BMW’s electric

Mini, may also benefit from reduced tariffs.

The planned tariffs could become the EU's final

measure on Chinese-made EVs once the investigation

concludes in about two months. They will need

approval from the EU's 27 member states, requiring a

qualified majority to be blocked. If not, the definitive

duties will apply by October 30. [Reuters]

China indicts Japanese national on

espionage suspicion

(sw) Chinese prosecutors have indicted a Japanese

citizen on espionage charges, as confirmed by China’s

foreign ministry.

The person in question is an employee of Astellas

Pharma, who was detained in March 2023. The arrest

has heightened concerns among Japanese businesses,

leading to reduced foreign investment and an exodus

of expatriates from China. Both Astellas Pharma and

Japan’s foreign ministry acknowledged the indictment

but did not disclose the individual's identity.

The indictment has further strained China-Japan

relations, already tense due to issues like territorial

disputes and Japan’s release of treated water from the

Fukushima nuclear plant. [Reuters]

China backs Fijian Prime Minister’s Pacific

plan ahead of regional meeting

(alk) On August 20, Chinese President Xi Jinping

expressed support for Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni

Rabuka’s "Ocean of Peace" plan, just days before a

Pacific Island leaders' summit in Tonga. Xi also pledged

to strengthen trade ties with Fiji, which is seeking
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better terms for its agricultural and fisheries exports to

upgrade infrastructure, despite significant debts.

Rabuka, who will attend the regional summit in Tonga,

has proposed a foreign policy that engages all major

powers while avoiding militarization in the Pacific.

Since his 2022 election win, Rabuka has turned

towards Australia for additional aid donations and

ended a policing agreement with China in favor of

closer cooperation with Australia.

Xi praised Rabuka’s vision for an Ocean of Peace and

reaffirmed China’s commitment to working with Fiji to

promote international peace and security. China also

agreed to invest in Fiji’s tourism, agriculture, and

fisheries sectors and support a road upgrade project

on the country's second-largest island.

While Pacific Island nations tend to offer low returns

on investment, Fiji holds strategic importance for

Beijing, sitting at the southern end of the "second

island chain" that China's navy aims to control. China's

increased attention to the region is also part of its

effort to diplomatically isolate Taiwan by severing its

ties with nearby Pacific nations of the Marshall Islands,

Palau and Tuvalu.

Fiji owes China over USD 218 million, according to

World Bank data. [Reuters]

China, Vietnam pledge renewed

diplomacy over South China Sea disputes

(alk) On August 20, China and Vietnam issued a joint

declaration vowing to better manage and resolve their

disputes over the South China Sea through friendly

consultations.

This declaration followed Vietnamese Communist Party

chief To Lam’s visit to China, where both nations

renewed a previous pledge to build a “China-Vietnam

community of shared destiny with strategic

significance.”

Lam, who succeeded the late Nguyen Phu Trong as

general secretary of the Vietnamese Communist Party

(see AiR No. 32, August/2024, 1), met with Chinese

President Xi Jinping in Beijing on August 19.

The declaration emphasized the need to maintain

peace and stability in the South China Sea, reaffirming

agreements made last year. Both countries agreed that

solutions should align with their existing maritime

agreements and international law, including the United
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Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

They also pledged to avoid actions that could escalate

disputes and to promote joint maritime development,

including talks on maritime delimitation in the Gulf of

Tonkin.

The declaration highlighted their commitment to the

implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of

Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) and the push for

a legally binding Code of Conduct (COC) between China

and the ASEAN countries, despite delays in

negotiations.

China and Vietnam have complex and unresolved

disputes in the South China Sea, alongside others

including the Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei. Both

have made extensive claims in the region and have

previously engaged in military conflicts over the

Paracel and Spratly Islands.

Although tensions between China and the Philippines

have escalated, Vietnam has maintained a lower profile

as the ruling Vietnamese Communist Party has focused

on cooperation with Chinese counterparts. [South

China Morning Post]

China takes "countermeasures" against

Philippine aircraft in South China Sea

(alk) On August 23, China announced it had taken

"countermeasures" against two Philippine military

aircraft that allegedly entered its airspace over the

South China Sea on August 22.

According to Beijing, the aircraft trespassed near the

Nansha Islands, including Zhubi Jiao (Subi Reef), where

China has a presence. The Chinese foreign ministry

stated that the measures were taken to protect China's

sovereignty and security, describing them as

"professional, restrained, and standardized," without

specifying the exact actions taken. [CNA]

Tensions between China and the Philippines have

escalated recently, with repeated confrontations in the

contested waters, including around the Second

Thomas Shoal. Earlier this week, both countries

confirmed that coast guard ships collided near the

disputed Sabina Shoal, located 140 km west of the

Philippine Island of Palawan and about 1,200 km from

China’s Hainan Island (see AiR No.34, August/2024, 3).
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China’s Xinjiang party chief meets with

top Temasek executives from Singapore

(alk) The Communist Party chief of Xinjiang, Ma Xingrui,

met with top executives from Singapore’s sovereign

wealth fund, Temasek, on August 19 in Urumqi as part

of ongoing efforts to attract foreign investment to the

region.

The meeting included Temasek chairman Lim Boon

Heng and CEO Dilhan Pillay Sandrasegara, along with

senior Xinjiang officials and representatives from

regional state-owned enterprises.

Discussions focused on the energy sector, covering

both traditional sources like oil, gas, and coal, and new

energy sources such as wind and solar power. Xinjiang,

known for its strong winds and long daylight hours, led

China in new energy capacity growth in the first half of

this year.

Temasek also expressed interest in enhancing

cooperation with Xinjiang in cultural exchanges and

tourism. The meeting was part of a broader effort by

Xinjiang to boost its international image and promote

economic development, particularly its role in China’s

Belt and Road Initiative, following accusations of

human rights abuses and forced labour in Xinjiang.

Xinjiang officials have been actively engaging with

foreign dignitaries and businesses. Recently, Ma met

with Cambodian King Norodom Sihamoni and a

delegation of Taiwanese entrepreneurs, and in April,

the Xinjiang government hosted a reception in Beijing

for envoys from over 20 countries.

Temasek, a Singaporean government-owned

investment company, reported a modest 2 percent

growth in its portfolio value to S$389 billion (US$288

billion) for the year ending in March. The fund’s

exposure to China decreased to 19 percent in the

2023-2024 financial year, while its investments in the

Americas increased to 22%, reflecting caution due to

China’s geopolitical tensions and slower economic

growth. However, Temasek has stated it remains

committed to the Chinese market.

Last month, Temasek CEO Sandrasegara met with

Chinese Vice-Premier He Lifeng in Beijing, expressing

confidence in the long-term prospects of the Chinese

economy. [South China Morning Post]
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China donates military equipment to

Benin in efforts to strengthen China-

Africa ties

(alk) China has donated military equipment, mainly

howitzers and their accessories, to the Beninese

Armed Forces to support their fight against terrorism,

marking a step-up in Beijing's military cooperation with

African nations.

The donation was handed over by China's ambassador

to Benin, Peng Jingtao, and was received by Brigadier

General Fructueux Gbaguidi, chief of general staff of

the Beninese Armed Forces. This contribution follows a

previous donation of four Norinco PMR-50 drones

from China to Benin last year, as part of ongoing

military cooperation between the two countries.

Gbaguidi praised the donation as a strong symbol of

the friendship between China and Benin, noting that it

would bolster the military's capabilities against

jihadists in northern Benin near the borders with

Burkina Faso and Niger.

China has been increasing its military support to

African nations by donating or selling equipment,

providing training, and financing infrastructure.

Observers note that China views these donations as a

cost-effective way to build trust and foster strategic

cooperation with African military forces, aligning with

its broader strategy of economic and political

engagement in Africa. These contributions also

enhance China's global image by promoting its role in

providing global public goods.

China's military assistance to Africa extends beyond

donations. It is now a major supplier of arms and

military equipment to the continent, as well as a

provider of loans to help African nations enhance their

military infrastructure. According to a 2022 study by

the Peace Research Institute Oslo, China has provided

security force assistance to nearly all African countries,

with significant contributions to Zimbabwe, Angola,

and other nations, often linked to protecting its

economic interests and citizens. [Peace Research

Institute Oslo]

China's military cooperation with Africa is part of a

larger strategy to strengthen relations and protect its

growing economic interests on the continent. [South

China Morning Post]
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China: Xi Jinping to address China-Africa

Cooperation Summit

(to) On August 23, China’s foreign ministry announced

that President Xi Jinping will attend the opening

ceremony of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation

(FOCAC), to be hosted on September 5, and deliver a

speech. The FOCAC, established in 2000, serves as the

primary multilateral platform for coordinating political

and economic relations between China and 53 African

nations, with the exclusion of Eswatini, and is closely

related to China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

During the summit, Xi will also host a welcoming

banquet and participate in bilateral meetings with

African leaders to discuss further cooperation in

development, trade, and security. [Xinhua]

Paraguay open to China trade deals

despite Taiwan ties

(alk) Paraguayan President Santiago Pena said on

August 21 he was "fully open" to trade deals with China

via the South American trade bloc Mercosur, despite

his country's diplomatic ties with Taiwan.

Mercosur, a customs union that includes Brazil,

Argentina and Uruguay, has been in talks to finalize a

trade deal with the European Union, but has also

discussed a potential trade deal with China.

Paraguay is the only South American nation that

maintains formal relations with Taiwan, which has

complicated its grain exports to China due to Beijing's

claim of sovereignty over the island.

President Pena acknowledged the challenge posed by

China's refusal to accept Paraguay's recognition of

Taiwan but emphasized his willingness to engage in

trade discussions. In response, Chinese Foreign

Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning expressed hope that

Paraguay would "stand on the right side of history."

[Reuters]

Chinese cement firms seek African

construction market amid China’ property

crisis

(alk) Chinese cement makers are turning to Africa for

growth opportunities amid a shrinking domestic

market due to China’s ongoing property crisis and slow
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economic recovery at home. With declining demand at

home, these companies see potential in Africa, where

China has funded major infrastructure projects like

dams, railways, airports, and highways.

Africa's underdeveloped infrastructure and growing

middle class are expected to drive a surge in cement

consumption for housing and public infrastructure

development, offering faster growth than in China.

Additionally, while low capital costs in China have led

to intense competition and slim profit margins, Africa's

higher capital costs result in less competition and

higher profits for Chinese producers.

Experts believe that Chinese cement producers could

benefit from the scale, experience and

competitiveness in many African countries, while

African countries can benefit from joint ventures with

Chinese companies.

West China Cement Limited, a major player, reported

that its African operations were the largest profit

contributors last year, with higher selling prices and

profit margins compared to its Chinese operations. For

instance, its African plants produced cement at much

higher prices (813 yuan per tons) than in China (CNY

292 per ton), leading to substantial gross profits,

particularly in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

(CNY 509 per ton), Ethiopia (CNY 504 yuan per ton),

and Mozambique (CNY 358 per ton) – much higher

than the CNY 44 of its China operation.

In terms of benefits to African countries, West China

Cement’s plant in the DRC, strategically located close to

Lake Tanganyika, has enabled exports to nearby

countries such as Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania. In

Ethiopia, the company is building a USD 600 million

joint venture with East African Holding Company, set to

become the country's largest cement factory with an

annual capacity of 4.5 million tons. [South China

Morning Post]

Russian President Putin and Chinese

Premier Li Qiang praise strengthened ties

(jf) Russian President Vladimir Putin lauded the

strengthening trade relationship between Russia and

China during a meeting with Chinese Premier Li Qiang

in Moscow on August 21. Putin emphasized that

Russia-China collaboration on large-scale economic

and humanitarian projects would continue for years,

according to a Kremlin statement. Li's visit, focused on

practical economic cooperation, comes as the two
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nations seek to bolster their partnership amid rising

tensions with the West.

Li Qiang, China’s second-highest-ranking official after

President Xi Jinping, travelled to Moscow for an annual

meeting with Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin,

where both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to

deepening bilateral cooperation. According to Chinese

state media, Li praised the efforts of both Putin and Xi

for injecting "strong momentum" into relations

between the two countries.

During his meeting with Mishustin, Li stressed that

China and Russia were prepared to enhance "all-round

practical cooperation," underscoring that their

relationship was not intended to target any third party.

The two countries also agreed to expand economic

and trade cooperation and expressed their opposition

to external efforts to hinder their "economic

development, technological progress, and

international development," a statement that implicitly

referred to the United States and its allies. Both

officials shared the view that "certain countries" were

obstructing the collective rise of emerging markets and

developing nations.

Since the start of the Russia-Ukraine war, Russia has

increasingly relied on China’s market, goods, and

investment, following a wave of international sanctions

from the West. Both Moscow and Beijing view their

partnership as a counterbalance to Western efforts

they believe are aimed at stifling their development.

[CNN]

China, Russia plan shipping routes

through Arctic cooperation

(jf) China and Russia have taken further steps toward

expanding their cooperation in Arctic shipping routes,

part of a broader effort to counter Western pressure

through strengthened economic ties. On August 21,

Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Russian Prime Minister

Mikhail Mishustin signed a joint communique in

Moscow, agreeing to develop shipping routes in the

Arctic, a move previously discussed during a May

summit between their presidents in Beijing.

This agreement is part of a larger commitment to

deepen cooperation in traditional sectors like oil and

gas, while also exploring emerging areas such as

science, technology, and the digital economy. The

communique emphasized that the strengthening of

China-Russia relations is a strategic decision based on
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shared interests and will not be influenced by shifts in

the international landscape.

As Russia faces Western sanctions, it is increasingly

turning to China to help develop an Arctic Sea route

that could reduce shipping times to Asia by nearly half,

allowing Moscow to bolster trade with its Asian

partners. This comes as Beijing continues to maintain

close trade ties with Russia during the ongoing war in

Ukraine, despite several Chinese companies facing

sanctions from the US and Europe for allegedly

supplying dual-use goods that have supported Russia’s

defense sector. Both countries criticized "unilateral"

sanctions and pledged to increase the use of their own

currencies in trade, which already accounts for 95

percent of transactions between them. They also

expressed their desire to push for reform of the

Bretton Woods system, aiming to diminish the

dominance of the US dollar in global trade.

Amid sanctions targeting Russian gas exports to

Europe, Moscow has sought to expedite the

construction of the Power of Siberia 2 natural gas

pipeline, which would link Russia to China through

Mongolia. However, disagreements over pricing and

Mongolia’s recent removal of the project from its 2028

development plan have caused delays.

While the communique did not mention the pipeline

directly, it reaffirmed the commitment of both nations

to advancing key projects under the China-Mongolia-

Russia Economic Corridor. Additionally, the two sides

agreed to continue discussions on allowing Chinese

cargo ships access to the lower Tumen River, which

would give Beijing a route to the Sea of Japan (East

Sea). Both Russia and North Korea have been hesitant

to open this waterway, fearing increased Chinese

influence in the region.

Although relations between Moscow and Pyongyang

have strengthened—reportedly with North Korean

support for Russia’s war in Ukraine—Beijing remains

cautious about being drawn into a trilateral axis with

Russia and North Korea. China continues to engage

with Western countries, which perceive such alliances

as potential geopolitical threats. [South China Morning

Post]

PLA delegation arrives at Moscow for

military talks

(jf) On August 22, a People’s Liberation Army (PLA)

delegation led by Ground Force Commander Li

Qiaoming arrived in Moscow for military talks,
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coinciding with Chinese Premier Li Qiang's departure

for Belarus.

According to a statement from the Russian defense

ministry, a protocol meeting took place between

Colonel General Alexander Fomin, Russia's Deputy

Minister of Defense, and Colonel General Li Qiaoming.

The two sides reportedly discussed "topical issues of

mutual interest on military cooperation," though no

further details were provided by Russian state news

agency Sputnik.

The visit, part of ongoing China-Russia military

cooperation, comes at a sensitive time, as Russian

forces face a surprise incursion by Ukrainian troops in

the Kursk region. The Chinese delegation's visit closely

followed Premier Li’s reaffirmation of China-Russia

relations in Moscow and occurred amidst Russia's

struggles to repel the largest foreign incursion into its

territory since World War II. It remains unclear whether

the invitation to the PLA was extended before or after

the Ukrainian offensive in Kursk, as such visits typically

require extensive preparation.

Beijing has maintained its stance of neutrality in the

Ukraine conflict, although Western countries have

challenged this claim. China has consistently pledged

not to provide weapons to either side and has denied

accusations of supplying military aid to Russia. So far,

there has been no official announcement from the

Chinese government regarding the specifics of the PLA

delegation's visit. [South China Morning Post]

China and Belarus deepen strategic

partnership during Premier Li Qiang’s visit

(to) On August 22, Chinese Premier Li Qiang met with

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko in Minsk

during an official visit. The visit marked the

continuation of 32 years of relations between the two

nations. During the meeting, both leaders expressed

their commitment to advancing their strategic

partnership and development strategies.  Premier Li

emphasized China’s commitment to deepen political

trust and enhancing cooperation in various sectors,

including trade, agriculture, and technology. He

furthermore emphasized the success of the China-

Belarus Industrial Park, a key project under the Belt

and Road Initiative.

The China-Belarus Industrial Park is a special economic

zone in Belarus designed for high-tech industrial and

business activities and founded under the

intergovernmental agreement between China and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-tuu/


Belarus. It offers important tax benefits and strategic

access to international markets and infrastructure.

[China Daily]

Belarus furthermore plans to enhance cooperation

with the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay

Area, a major Chinese economic region that includes

cities like Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and Zhuhai,

according to a statement from China’s foreign ministry.

[Reuters]

Li’s visit to Belarus is part of a four-day trip. The

meeting with Russia’s President Vladimir Putin on

August 21, 2024, emphasized economic and practical

cooperation as the Kremlin relies more and more on

Beijing for economic support among the ongoing war

in Ukraine. In Li’s meeting with Russian Prime Minister

Mikhail Mishustin, the two officials furthermore stated

that "certain countries" are hindering the "collective

rise of emerging markets and developing countries,"

referring to their mutual perspective on the United

States and its allies. The discussions with Russia and

Belarus are part of China’s broader effort to build a

multipolar world order and strengthen coordination on

international platforms, particularly as both nations

face increasing pressure from the West. [CNN]

Premier Li Qiang’s visit to Belarus highlights the

strengthening of China-Belarus relations. This visit

occurs as Belarus relies more and more on Russia for

political and financial support, especially since it served

as a launchpad for Russia’s actions in Ukraine.

Additionally, Belarus’s recent accession to the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) marks its

alignment with China’s broader strategic goals,

reinforcing its partnership with Beijing among a

shifting global landscape. [VOA]

Belarus’s inclusion as the first exclusively European

member furthermore positions the SCO as a

counterbalance to Western-led organizations, while

also offering Belarus an alternative to its strained

relations with Europe due to sanctions related to its

support for Russia. [MERICS]

India, Malaysia elevate ties to

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(cr) India and Malaysia upgraded their bilateral

relationship to a “Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership” following talks between Prime Ministers

Narendra Modi and Anwar Ibrahim in New Delhi on

August 20. This three-day visit, the first by a Malaysian

leader in six years, focused on enhancing cooperation
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in defense, trade, and technology, as India looks to

strengthen its links with Southeast Asia and Malaysia

aims to tap into India’s growing economy.

The visit resulted in eight memoranda of

understanding (MoUs) between the two governments

and seven business-to-business MoUs. Key

agreements included expanding defense cooperation,

particularly in joint operations and research, and

advancing technological collaboration in sectors like

semiconductors, fintech, and artificial intelligence.

Both countries also emphasized the importance of

freedom of navigation and lawful commerce,

particularly in light of regional tensions with China.

A labor pact was signed to facilitate the recruitment

and protection of Indian workers in Malaysia,

addressing past concerns over exploitation and human

trafficking. Additionally, India agreed to export 200,000

metric tons of white rice to Malaysia, despite an

ongoing export ban, to help Kuala Lumpur combat

inflation.

The meeting signaled a renewed commitment to

stronger bilateral ties, building on efforts to overcome

past diplomatic tensions, such as disputes over

Kashmir and the controversial preacher Zakir Naik.

Bilateral trade between India and Malaysia reached

USD 20.01 billion in the fiscal year 2023/24, making

Malaysia India’s third-largest trading partner in ASEAN

after Singapore and Indonesia. [The Straits Times] [The

Sun]

Indian Prime Minister Modi visits Poland:

first by an Indian leader in 45 years

(cr) On August 22, India and Poland elevated their

relationship to a ‘Strategic Partnership’ during Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Warsaw,

marking the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations.

The two countries unveiled a five-year 'Action Plan'

(2024-2028) to significantly enhance bilateral

cooperation.

The plan focuses on expanding political dialogue and

security ties, including regular consultations and

defense industry collaboration. It also addresses trade

and investment opportunities in high-tech, agriculture,

and energy, amongst other sectors. This partnership

builds on a history of friendly relations and growing

economic engagement.

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk expressed Poland’s

interest in strengthening defense cooperation with
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India, aiming to benefit from India’s modernization of

its armed forces and shift away from Russian suppliers.

Tusk emphasized Poland’s readiness to contribute to

India’s military modernization and noted that India has

a significant amount of Soviet-era equipment, like T-72

tanks, which Poland could repair or refit. Modi

reaffirmed India’s commitment to resolving conflicts

through dialogue and diplomacy, and Tusk praised

Modi's engagement, believing India could play a

positive role in peace efforts. [The Straits Times]

[Onmanorama]

Pope Francis and Indonesia's interfaith

youth sign peace declaration

(si) On August 21, representatives from Indonesia's

inter-faith youth organizations and Pope Francis signed

the Jakarta-Vatican Declaration during a Papal

Audience in Vatican City. The declaration was

supported by youth groups from various religions,

including Catholic, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, and

Confucian communities. The declaration commits

Indonesian youth to uphold the values of Pancasila,

promote tolerance, and support global efforts for

peace and justice. Pancasila is a philosophy formulated

by Indonesia’s first President Sukarno, adhering five

principles: a belief in one god, a just humanity,

democratic life, and social justice.

The signing of the declaration comes ahead of  Pope

Francis’s visit to Indonesia from September 3-6,  where

he is expected to meet President Joko Widodo, visit key

religious sites, and participate in interfaith activities.

This visit marks the first stop in the Pope’s Southeast

Asian tour, which will also include visits to Papua New

Guinea, Timor-Leste, and Singapore. [Antara]

Indonesia and Japan strengthen

cooperation on climate action and waste

management

(si) On August 24, Indonesia's Environment and

Forestry Minister Siti Nurbaya Bakar and Japan’s State

Minister of Environment Yagi Tetsuya reaffirmed their

commitment to joint climate action, waste

management, and environmental conservation during

a meeting in Jakarta.

Bakar emphasized the importance of enhancing

cooperation to address climate change, aligning with
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Indonesia's goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

as outlined in its Nationally Determined Contributions

(NDCs). Tetsuya expressed hope for stronger bilateral

cooperation, highlighting the benefits of sharing

experiences to tackle mutual environmental

challenges.

The discussions also covered the acceleration of joint

efforts through mechanisms like the Joint Crediting

Mechanism (JCM) and GHG Emission Reduction

Certificates (SPEI) and collaboration on waste

management, including mercury management through

the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and

the development of waste management projects in

West Java. Additionally, the two ministers discussed

future cooperation on conservation, with Bakar

proposing an ecotourism model in West Java. [Antara]

China, Indonesia to strengthen ties

(si) The Chinese Foreign Ministry announced its

intention to strengthen relations with Indonesia

through the 5th Joint Commission for Bilateral

Cooperation (JCBC) meeting in Beijing. The meeting, co-

chaired by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi on August

23, aimed to enhance strategic cooperation between

the two nations. Both sides agreed to explore

cooperation in new-energy vehicles, lithium batteries,

photovoltaic technology, and the digital economy,

while also boosting investment, agricultural

collaboration, cultural exchanges, and joint efforts to

improve global governance and protect Global South

interests. [Xinhua]

This follows a series of high-level exchanges, including

a two-plus-two meeting held on August 13 involving

senior officials from both countries' Foreign Affairs and

Defense Ministries.

The JCBC meeting comes at a time of growing

momentum in China-Indonesia relations, marked by

deepening mutual trust and collaboration. With the

upcoming 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties and the

80th anniversary of Indonesia’s independence in 2025,

both countries see significant opportunities to further

their partnership. China, Indonesia's third-largest

investment partner, is committed to expanding

strategic cooperation in areas like trade and

investment, reflecting the broader goals set by their

respective presidents. [Tempo]
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Indonesia, Türkiye sign defense industry

agreements

(dql) Turkish defense firms Aselsan and Roketsan have

signed strategic defense agreements with Indonesia on

August 26, following a meeting between Turkish

representatives and Indonesian President-elect and

Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto.

Under these agreements, Indonesia will obtain

advanced systems from Aselsan, including the SARP

remote-controlled weapon system, the CENK radar,

the Fire Control System, and a Data Link. Roketsan will

deliver the SUNGUR air defense missile system, the

CAKIR cruise missile, and the MAM-L smart micro

munition.

In addition, the two countries signed memorandums of

understanding for unmanned surface vehicles, tank

modernization, and missile system maintenance.

The Turkish defense and aerospace industry has

grown substantially, with export revenues increasing

from USD 248 million in 2002 to a record USD 5.55

billion last year. The industry's turnover surged from

just over USD 1 billion in 2022 to USD 12.2 billion in

2023. The number of projects, meanwhile, increase

from 62 to over 1,000. [Hürriyet Daily News]

Japanese prime minster urges China to lift

ban on Japanese seafood

(sw) PM Fumio Kishida urges China to lift its total ban

on Japanese seafood, imposed a year ago after the

start of treated radioactive water discharge from the

crippled Fukushima plant. He argues that the ban is

not supported by scientific evidence.

60,000 tons of treated water have already been

released. Processed through an advanced liquid

processing system, the water has been purged of most

contaminants, except for tritium, which is considered

less toxic. However, China remains critical on the water

discharge.

The Japanese government has worked to diversify

exports to North America and Southeast Asia, but the

fisheries industry is struggling with the closure of the

Chinese market.

In preparation for the compilation of economic

measures in the fall, a ministerial meeting will be held

this week to discuss responses to China’s ban.

[Japantoday]
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Japan accuses China for first-ever airspace

violations

(dql) On August 26, the Japanese defense ministry

confirmed that a Chinese military aircraft violated

Japanese airspace for the first time, in a latest sign of

increasing tensions between the two nations.

The Y-9 intelligence plane was spotted flying over

waters near the Danjo Islands in Nagasaki Prefecture,

prompting Japan's Air Self-Defense Force to scramble

fighter jets.

The foreign ministry summoned Chinese Charge

d'Affaires Shi Yong to lodge a strong protest and

demand that such violations not occur again. This

incident follows previous airspace breaches by Chinese

aircraft near the contested Senkaku Islands in 2012

and 2017.

The Senkaku Islands, administered by Japan but

claimed by China, have been a longstanding point of

contention, with Chinese coast guard vessels

frequently entering Japanese territorial waters around

the islands. [Kyodo News]

From April last to March this year, the Japanese

military scrambled jets nearly 670 times, with about 70

percent of the time against Chinese military aircraft,

though that did not include airspace violations. [AP

News]

Japan sees arrival of Italian navy's

flagship

(sw) The Italian navy's flagship, ITS Cavour, arrived in

Japan on August 22 as part of its regional deployment.

Prior to Japan, the vessel visited Australia and is

scheduled to continue to the Philippines. The vessel is

expected to conduct joint exercises next week with the

Japanese maritime self-defense force and the US,

German and French navies.

This visit marks a series of incremental steps taken by

Rome and Tokyo to reinforce their strategic

partnership in areas such as economic security,

science, industry, diplomacy, and defense.

Highlighting the significance of these efforts, Italian

Ambassador Gianluigi Benedetti reaffirmed Rome’s

strategic interest in ensuring "full freedom of

navigation and maritime security" in the region. He
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emphasized its importance to maintaining trade flows

and energy supplies, particularly in response to China's

increased regional assertiveness. [Japan Times]

Japan and India deepen security

cooperation

(sw) On August 20, Japan and India held their third

"two-plus-two" meeting involving the foreign and

defense ministers of both nations. During the meeting,

they agreed to revise and update the 2008 Japan-India

Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation to address

current security challenges. The objective is to enhance

bilateral cooperation in key areas, including defense

exports, space and cyber initiatives, as well as to

implement joint training programs. [Japannews

Yomiuri]

Japan and India agreed to deepen cooperation in the

areas of outer space and cybersecurity, and

highlighted progress made on the transfer of

battleship communication antennas and related

technologies. [Kyodo News]

Reaffirming their common strategic vision towards a

"free and open Indo-Pacific that is inclusive, peaceful,

prosperous and resilient, as part of the rules-based

international order", they agreed to enhance their

commitment to the QUAD, a security alliance that

includes Australia, India, Japan and United States. They

notably pledged to continue joint military exercises

between their forces and with other QUAD members.

[Mofa] [Mainchi]

These discussions occur amid the presence of China

coast guard vessels near the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands

and within Japan's territorial waters, as well as

deteriorated relations between India and China since

their military clash in the Galwan Valley, Kashmir, in

June 2020. [Japannews Yomiuri]

Japan and Taiwan discuss China's

assertiveness

(sw) Citing China's assertive behavior, Japanese and

Taiwanese ruling parties agreed on September 21 to

oppose any unilateral attempts to change the status

quo through force or coercion. This was the first

dialogue, involving ruling party members since

Taiwanese President Lai Ching assume office in May.
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The discussions highlighted mutual concerns about

China's actions in the East China Sea and the Taiwan

Strait. They agreed that contingency in Taiwan would

have an impact on both nations.  Exchanging views on

"information warfare," they discussed disinformation

campaigns targeting Taiwan and potential U.S.

responses in the event of a crisis. [Kyodo News]

Australia’s 2024 Indo-Pacific Endeavour

(IPE) initiative capacity building measures

in Laos outlined

(dql) Australia’s Indo-Pacific Endeavour (IPE) initiative,

the country’s flagship regional engagement activity,

has returned to Laos last week, focusing this year on

women, peace, security, and international

humanitarian law.

This year's activities include training English language

teachers from the Lao People’s Armed Forces to

enhance emergency response capabilities and support

the UN's Women, Peace, and Security agenda. An

international humanitarian law workshop, led by the

Australian Defence Force Indo-Pacific Centre for

Military Law, aims to improve personnel knowledge

and compliance.

IPE 2024 will involve engagements with Bangladesh,

Brunei, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,

Maldives, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka,

Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam. Royal Australian

Navy ships, Army detachments, and Air Force aircraft

will support military exercises and training throughout

the initiative. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia may consider extraditing India-

wanted fugitive if evidence of extremism

is provided

(dql) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has

reportedly stated that Malaysia will consider India's

request to extradite Zakir Naik if credible evidence of

his involvement in extremism is provided. During his

official visit to India (see AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3),

Anwar mentioned that the issue was not recently

raised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, although it

had been discussed previously.

Anwar emphasized that Malaysia does not condone

terrorism and remains committed to collaborating with

India on counterterrorism efforts. However, he
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stressed that this particular case should not hinder

bilateral cooperation.

Zakir Naik, wanted by Indian authorities since 2016 for

alleged hate speech and money laundering, is believed

to be residing in Putrajaya, Malaysia, after receiving

asylum in 2018. His presence in Malaysia has been

controversial, with accusations of threatening the

country's multi-ethnic and multicultural harmony. In

2019, under Mahathir's administration, Zakir was

banned from delivering public talks across Malaysia for

national security reasons. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia’s trade with China boosted as

fresh durian greenlit to export

(oc) Two months after signing the Protocol of

Phytosanitary Requirements for the Export of Fresh

Durian from Malaysia to China (see AiR No. 26,

June/2024, 4), Malaysia began exporting durians on

August 24, with the Food Security Minister Joseph

Kurup confirming that 40 tons of the fresh fruit will

arrive in China in three phases.

The first phase commenced on August 24 in which he

said 15 tons were shipped to China, which has a multi-

billion durian market.  Previously only frozen durians

could be exported to China. [The Star]

Hong Kong seizes USD 6.4 million worth of

smuggled electronic goods destined for

Malaysia

(oc) Hong Kong customs have seized USD 6.4 million

worth of electronic products such as computers from

two shipments destined for Malaysia. This brings the

total number of smuggling cases thwarted by the

authorities to 10 in 5 months.

The goods were found on August 14 when two

containers that were said to carry metals and cables

were inspected. Inspector Lam Chum- Hing said these

types of electronic products are often smuggled to

China, and gangs use indirect routes to avoid

detection.

In Hong Kong smuggling unspecified cargo is

punishable by up to 7 years in prison, alongside a fine

worth USD 256,000. As of August 26, no arrests have

been made. [South China Morning Post]
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New Maldives-Australia friendship

association

(sa) The Australia-Maldives Friendship Association, led

by former cabinet ministers, was established to

strengthen relations between the Maldives and

Australia. A five-member team, headed by former

Higher Education Minister Ibrahim Hassan as President

and Aminath Salaah as Vice President, oversees the

association's activities. The association's objectives

include fostering ties between the two countries,

assisting relevant authorities, organizing student and

volunteer exchange programs, and promoting

business, investment, cultural, and social activities

between the nations. [the edition]

Maldives to develop vertiports,

droneports with Dubai firms

(sa) Regional Airports Company Limited (RACL), a

government-owned enterprise in the Maldives

responsible for managing, developing, and operating

regional airports, has signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with two Dubai-based firms to develop

a network of 100 vertiports and droneports across the

Maldives.

The initiative, titled "Project Elevate Maldives," aims to

establish air taxi services, commercial cargo

operations, and passenger transport using electric

vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft. The

vertiports and droneports will connect over 1,200

islands and will feature facilities such as TLOF and

FATO zones, terminal waiting areas, and charging

stations. Additionally, 500 droneports will be

constructed to support cargo logistics. [the edition]

Mongolia excludes Russian pipeline from

new development plans

(to) On August 22, the Mongolian government released

its 2024-2028 Action Program, notably excluding

Russia’s proposed "Power of Siberia 2" gas pipeline

from its development priorities. The 2,600-kilometer

pipeline, intended to transport 50 billion cubic meters

of gas annually from Siberia to China via Mongolia, has

been delayed due to disagreements between Russia

and China over gas pricing.
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Despite being a joint project between Gazprom,

Russia’s state-controlled gas company, and China

National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), the pipeline’s

future remains uncertain, leading Mongolia to focus on

other medium and long-term development goals.

[Global Construction Review]

Mongolia: UK allocates GBP 500,000 for

English teacher training in Mongolia

(to) During the World Women’s Forum hosted in

Ulaanbaatar on August 22-23 where global leaders

gathered to discuss women’s empowerment and

gender equality (see No. 34, August/2024, 3) the UK

has further demonstrated its commitment to Mongolia

by announcing a GBP 500,000 (USD 655,000)

scholarship program for training English language

teachers in the country’s rural provinces.

This initiative, revealed during the forum by

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Indo-Pacific

Catherine West, complements the broader goals of the

forum by focusing on education as a key driver for

youth empowerment and aligns with ongoing efforts to

address the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in

Mongolia. Through this partnership, the UK and

Mongolia are strengthening their collaboration not

only on education but also on critical global issues

such as climate change and gender equality. [AKIpress]

First Ladies of Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia

strengthen cultural ties in Ulaanbaatar

(to) On August 23, the First Lady of Kyrgyzstan, Aigul

Japarova, met with the First Lady of Mongolia,

Bolortsetseg Luvsangorj on the sidelines of the World

Women’s Forum in Ulaanbaatar. They discussed

strengthening cultural and humanitarian relations

between the two countires.

The meeting highlighted the traditional friendship

between Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia. Both First Ladies

expressed mutual appreciation, with Japarova thanking

Luvsangorj for the warm hospitality extended to the

Kyrgyz delegation. The World Women’s Forum gathers

global leaders to address pressing issues related to

gender equality, sustainability, and international

cooperation. [AKIpress]
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Mongolia-Japan Business Innovation

Forum strengthens economic ties and

technology collaboration

(to) On August 19, the third Mongolia-Japan

International Business Innovation Forum was held in

Ulaanbaatar, bringing together over 350

representatives from both countries to discuss trade,

innovation, and economic cooperation. The event,

organized by the Mongolian National Chamber of

Commerce and Industry, the Japanese International

Cooperation Agency (JICA), and other key

organizations, highlighted the challenges and

opportunities in Mongolian exports to Japan.

Despite significant trade growth since the Mongolia-

Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) in 2016,

issues like transportation delays and the need for

standards in quality continue to hinder further

expansion.

A key outcome of the forum was the signing of a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the

Innovation HUB of Mongolia and the Gotanda Valley

Association of Japan, aimed at fostering cooperation in

information technology and innovation through joint

projects and student exchanges. [AKIpress]

China tightens trade at Myanmar's Wa

autonomous area border

(sc/tl) As of August 24, China has imposed restrictions

on the transportation of goods through the Namtit

Gate, a key border crossing in northern Shan State

between China and Myanmar’s Wa area. This closure

affects almost all essential commodities, including rice,

oil, and medicines, significantly impacting local supply

chains. This gate, among four other border crossings in

the Wa Self-Administered Division, stands out as the

only one currently shut, particularly affecting the

nearby towns which have depended on trade through

this route due to closures in the Kokang region. [Radio

Free Asia]

Residents and traders in the Wa area are facing

increasing difficulties as the flow of goods to areas like

Pangwaung, Hopang, Panlon is halted due to the

closure of the Namtit Gate. This interruption is

attributed by political analysts to the ongoing military

conflicts in northern Shan State, suggesting that the

shutdown might be a strategic move by China to

prevent any support that could influence the conflict

dynamics from the Wa side.
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Despite attempts to contact U Nyi Rang, a

representative of the United Wa State Party (UWSP)

liaison office, for comments on the situation, there has

been no response. Meanwhile, a source close to the

UWSP confirmed the closure's accuracy, indicating a

significant disruption in the cross-border trade that

supports many local communities. There has yet to be

an official statement from the Chinese authorities

concerning the closure and its implications for the

region. Trade between China and the Wa area in

northern Shan State, Myanmar, occurs through four

key border gates: Pangwaung -Yonghe, Panghsang-

Meng'a, Hodaung-Mengxin, and Namtit-Mangka.

China bolsters border security with live-

fire drills amid Myanmar's escalating

conflict

(sc) As Myanmar's internal conflict intensifies, China is

ramping up its border security measures with a three-

day live-fire military exercise starting August 27, in

Yunnan Province, near the strife-torn Myanmar border.

These drills, announced by the PLA’s Southern Theatre

Command, aim to enhance the troops' rapid

mobilization, blockade, control, and coordinated strike

capabilities. The exercises, taking place in four

locations including two in Ruili city, are a response to

previous incidents, such as in January when a stray

artillery shell from the conflict in Myanmar injured five

people on the Chinese side. [Xinhua]

The increasing military engagements on the Myanmar

side, led by an alliance of ethnic revolutionary forces,

have escalated concerns in Beijing about the spillover

effects of the conflict. Earlier this month, Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized China's

opposition to the chaos and warfare in Myanmar,

reflecting ongoing efforts to stabilize the region (see

AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3).

Despite China's role in brokering a ceasefire in January,

the peace efforts disintegrated by June, prompting the

Chinese Embassy in Myanmar to caution its citizens in

Shan State to enhance security measures and avoid

conflict areas. These developments mark the

precarious situation at the border and China's

proactive measures to safeguard its interests and

maintain regional stability. [The Associated Press]

Myanmar regime promises to safeguard

Chinese projects to newly appointed
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Chinese ambassador

(tl) The Chinese Embassy in Myanmar has announced

that Myanmar’s military chief General Min Aung Hlaing,

will work to protect Chinese projects and personnel in

Myanmar. New Chinese Ambassador Ma Tiger urged

the regime to create a safe environment for

maintaining and protecting these projects. The

meeting also touched upon the promotion of defense

and cooperation, the stability of the border region, and

the reopening of border trade routes between

Myanmar and China.

Conflicts near the China-Myanmar border involve

various ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) fighting

against the military junta, with some EAOs receiving

support from China. [Radio Free Asia][Mizzima News]

MCC projects have made significant

achievements in Nepal, officials claim

(lm) In the first year since the Millennium Challenge

Corporation (MCC) Nepal Compact came into effect,

significant progress has been made on various

infrastructure projects, according to officials. US

Ambassador Dean Thompson, MCC Resident

Coordinator Diane L. Francisco, and MCA-Nepal

Executive Director Khadga Bahadur Bisht highlighted

the achievements, including the awarding of contracts

worth USD 126 million for constructing substations

and the launch of a USD 1 million livelihood restoration

program for project-affected individuals.

Despite challenges with land acquisition, officials

stated that the process is on track, and the MCA-Nepal

has successfully procured major contracts and made

substantial site preparations. The goal for the second

year includes signing contracts for a 297-kilometer

transmission line and distributing compensation for

land acquisition. [The Kathmandu Post]

The MCC Nepal Compact was signed in 2017, with

Nepal’s Parliament ratifying the agreement in February

2022. The compact involves a USD 500 million grant

from the USD, through the MCC, to improve Nepal’s

power and transport infrastructure. In addition, the

Nepalese government is contributing USD 197 million

to the projects. The total investment of USD 697 million

is being used to construct a 400kV transmission line

and to upgrade parts of the East-West Highway.
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Nepal, South Korea commemorate 50

years of diplomatic ties with joint climate

change seminar

The South Korean Embassy and Nepal's Ministry of

Forests and Environment jointly organized the "2024

Seminar for Cooperation on Climate Change" in

Kathmandu on August 22 to commemorate 50 years of

diplomatic relations between South Korea and Nepal.

The seminar was attended by high-level government

officials, including Nepal’s Minister for Forests and

Environment, Ain Bahadur Shahi Thakuri, who praised

South Korea's global efforts to address climate change

and highlighted the shared values between the two

nations over the past five decades. [Nepal News]

Oman Foreign Minister Albusaidi arrives

in Nepal for two-day visit

(iz) Oman's Foreign Minister, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad

bin Hamood Albusaidi, arrived in Kathmandu on

August 26 for a two-day official visit at the invitation of

Nepal's Foreign Minister, Arzu Rana. During his visit,

Albusaidi was scheduled to participate in bilateral

discussions with Foreign Minister Rana and hold

meetings with Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and

President Ramchandra Paudel.

Nepal and Oman established diplomatic ties in 1977,

and this visit follows previous high-level exchanges,

including visits by late King Birendra in 1986 and

former Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba in 2017.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Workers of North Korean origin

repatriated from Russia

(jb) Ten North Korean construction workers based in

Nizhny Novgorod in western Russia, were repatriated

in August as a result of failing to meet the state cash

quotas for the last six months. The failure to meet

quotas has been attributed largely to slower economic

activity in Russia owing to the war in Ukraine and

North Korean policies restricting making construction

contract deals with Russians only.

Amidst these restrictions and lack of economic

opportunities, reaching state quotas has become

extremely difficult for North Koreans working in

construction. [Daily NK] The External Construction

Guidance Bureau (ECGB) of the PRK, which has worked
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towards strengthening Russia-North Korea ties in the

last year, sets financial quotas to be met by North

Korean construction workers abroad. Hundreds of

workers from North Korea had been shifted to Russia

in hopes of boosting the Russian economy due to the

severe labor shortage faced by Russia. [Russia in

Global Affairs]

The ECGB is one among several organizations and

entities of the DPRK that are banned under U.N.

sanctions and monitored by the Financial Action Task

Force of the G7 countries. [FATF]

North Korea tightens border surveillance

after floods

(jb) As heavy raining and floods swept the border

shared by North Korea and China at the end of July,

North Korean authorities have made provisions to

tighten border surveillance as the floods swept away

wire fences and security cameras. Authorities fear

increased defection owing to the lack of infrastructure

on the border, which has led to the involvement of the

External Construction Guidance Bureau (ECGB) in

sending construction workers to repair the border

near the North Pyongan province. [Daily NK]

The floods in July have wreaked havoc on the

population and agricultural land, worsening food

production and displacing people from their homes.

The UN’s Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO)

predicted last week that worsening weather conditions

would create food shortages in the country. South

Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol also promised relief

aid to North Korea during the reveal of his unification

plan on August 15 (see AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3).

North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un is monitoring the

flood areas and guiding relief workers in the affected

areas.  [Le Monde]

However, despite ongoing relief work, the

reconstruction of the border remains a priority for

North Korean authorities as August saw two defections

from the North into the South. Construction workers

from the ECGB were dispatched to conduct both

rescue operations and border reconstruction, with the

regional focus being the city of Sinuiju in North

Pyongan province. The overflowing of the Yalu River

during the floods has significantly impacted the

inundation of homes and agricultural land as a result.

[Associated Press]

While the authorities have sent in workers, they have

also placed the workers under surveillance as the site
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of work borders China. Reports from the ECGB cite

anxiety regarding workers defecting while conducting

relief work. Several workers, however, have also

reported annoyance with the state for the surveillance

measures as they argue that their service to the state

comes wholeheartedly, and that the surveillance is

unnecessary as many have worked abroad for the

ECGB and need not be vetted a second time. [Daily NK]

U.S. Democratic and Republican parties

leave “denuclearization” of North Korea

out of party platforms

(jb) The Democratic National Convention, which took

place from August 19-22, saw the party platform

remove “denuclearization” as an agenda from party

plans for the upcoming November elections. The

Republican convention was also observed to have

done the same, which raised concerns among experts

in Washington regarding the coming administration’s

stance on nuclear weapons on the Korean peninsula.

While the majority of US-ROK relations has seen

dialogue around the denuclearization of North Korea

and de-escalation of tensions between the North and

the South, the move away from explicating

denuclearization as an agenda is interpreted as

believing it to be increasingly difficult to achieve

moving forward. This situation would also imply that

the U.S. would likely move for a reduction in North

Korea’s nuclear weapon arsenal as opposed to

complete denuclearization. [The Chosun Daily]

With the nomination of U.S. Vice President Kamala

Harris for the position of President, the focus was on

the revealing of her policy stances and understanding

her plans as President. However, due to her

prevarication on several international security issues,

including on the war in Gaza, there was little clarity

regarding her stance on North Korea. As she also failed

to elaborate on the Biden administration’s policy

stances thus far, or provide any justification for their

actions, it remains to be seen whether she would move

forward with the current administration’s policies or

shift away from them. [News Week]

North Korea warns of consequences after

Kamala Harris’ speech at the Democratic

National Convention
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(jb) During last week’s Democratic National Convention

(see article above), President nominee Kamala Harris

condemned North Korean leader Kim Jong Un as a

“tyrant and a dictator”. In response, the Department of

Press and Information of the DPRK Foreign Ministry

released a statement on August 23 warning of the

consequences of the ROK-US military exercises, also

known as the Ulchi Freedom Shield exercises. It

addressed the involvement of the U.S. in upending the

military balance on the Korean Peninsula by

conducting a sale of 36 AH-64E Apache attack

helicopters and components to South Korea.

[Newsweek] [KCNA]

While Kamala Harris provided no other elaboration on

her policies on North Korea other than the comment

on Kim, the involvement of the U.S. in the military and

political situation in the larger Asia Pacific, including its

easing of arms export control to Taiwan and Japan,

remains a security issue that needs to be addressed.

[Newsweek]

The DPRK Foreign Ministry defended their defensive

nuclear missile development by stating that “[Since]

the U.S. is keen on the provision of war hardware and

lethal equipment to its allies in the region, the DPRK's

strategic deterrence will be further strengthened to

protect the national security and interests and the

regional peace.” This statement comes at a time when

North Korea is growing in strength regionally owing to

reaffirmed ties between the state and Russia, as well

as increased trade between them and China. [KCNA]

New Zealand navy begins patrols in

support of North Korean sanctions

(jb) The Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) issued a

statement on August 20 regarding the deployment of

the HMNZS Aotearoa which has set sail for Japan in the

RNZN’s inaugural mission of watchkeeping in the Sea

of Japan to monitor the enforcement of U.N. sanctions.

The Aotearoa, which is a 26,000 tons replenishment

vessel that was commissioned by the RNZN, forms the

masthead of New Zealand’s mission to patrol

Northeast Asia, where the ship has been active since

its involvement in the annual RIMPACT maritime

exercises that occurred between June and July this

year. The ship also comes equipped with weapon

control stations and two NATO-compliant

replenishment at sea masts. [Janes]

While the Royal Navy already reports having to patrol

an Exclusive Economic Zone—the high seas—spanning

4.3 million km^2, it possesses a fleet that is vastly
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smaller than the ideal requirements for such a task.

Commodore Garin Golding, the Maritime Component

Commander of the RNZN, in his efforts to build

capacity for the Royal Navy, mentioned the new role of

the Aotearoa in monitoring the execution of the U.N.

imposed sanctions on North Korea as an example

where the Navy punches above its weight in

monitoring exercises. The Aotearoa is set to conduct

surveillance and help refuel allied ships and the

vessel’s five-month deployment since the start of

RIMPAC will cover 30,000 nautical miles. [Naval News]

New Zealand’s Prime Minister Christopher Luxon also

stated earlier in June that the country would provide

support to enforce sanctions on North Korea not only

through deployed ships but also through its AirForce,

which will be aiding allies until September 2026.

[Economic Times]

North Korea had previously warned New Zealand in

May to not interfere in the affairs of the Korean

Peninsula, in a missive circulated by the PRK’s Foreign

Affairs Ministry. [Te Ao News]

Pakistan, Afghanistan conduct polio

vaccination campaign after case reports

(ht) Pakistan and Afghanistan remain the only two

countries still affected by the poliovirus. Since January

2024, Pakistan has reported 16 cases of polio, 12 of

which are from Baluchistan, resulting in three deaths.

The province shares a border with five provinces in

Afghanistan.

Inamul Haq Qureshi, Coordinator for the Emergency

Operation Centre in Baluchistan, announced that a

five-day nationwide vaccination campaign will begin on

September 9, covering 36 districts in Baluchistan. A

simultaneous campaign will also be launched in

Afghanistan, with coordination ongoing between

authorities in both countries, particularly with

counterparts in Kandahar.

Qureshi attributed the increase in cases to factors such

as population movement, vaccine hesitancy among

some parents, and nutritional deficiencies. In addition,

534 out of 4,000 suspected workers in the Quetta

division were dismissed following their involvement in

a fake vaccination scandal. [Dawn News]
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Pakistan, Germany strengthen economic

ties on trade and investment

(ht) On August 23, Punjab Chief Minister Maryam

Nawaz Sharif met with a group that was headed by

Svenja Schulze, German Minister of Economic

Cooperation and Development. The aim of the meeting

was to strengthen commercial and economic ties

between both countries and emphasize environmental

protection as well as Climate Change. Sharif expressed

gratitude over Germany’s donation of USD 102.9

million to the flood victims. Both leaders ensured

prioritizing environmental security and budget for

programs has been increased by 400 percent. Pakistan

also received USD 26.9 million for renewable energy

and Sharif underlined her commitment to expand

women participation in the country’s progress.

CM Maryam Nawaz also underscored the scholarships

and training offered to women by the Quaid e Azam

Business Park’s Vocational Training Center. This will

foster the protection of economic, social, and safety

rights of workers across all industries. German

Minister commended the efforts and applauded

women engagement in parliament and other

government agencies. [The Express Tribune]

Cambodia’s foreign minister visits

Philippines to strengthen bilateral

relations

(ga) Cambodia's Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime

Minister Sok Chenda Sophea is currently in the

Philippines to co-chair the fourth meeting of the

Cambodia-Philippines Joint Commission for Bilateral

Cooperation (JCBC), scheduled for August 27-28. This

meeting follows up on agreements made during the

third JCBC meeting in 2021.

The agenda includes discussions on regional

developments and international issues of mutual

concern. Minister Chenda Sophea will also meet with

Philippine President Ferdinand Romualdez Marcos Jr.

and attend a luncheon hosted by Vice President Sara

Duterte. [The Phnom Penh Post] [Khmer Times]

The meeting is expected to cover various areas of

cooperation, including defense, security, trade,

investment, agriculture, and people-to-people

exchanges. This visit marks Chenda Sophea’s first

official trip to an ASEAN member state since assuming

his current position and the first visit by a Cambodian

foreign minister to the Philippines since 2017.
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[Department of Foreign Affairs Philippines] [The Manila

Times]

Philippines and Sri Lanka finalize treaties

on prisoner transfer and legal assistance

(ga) The Philippines and Sri Lanka have successfully

concluded negotiations for the Treaty on Transfer of

Sentenced Persons (TTSP) and the Treaty on Mutual

Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters (MLAT). The

discussions were held in Manila from August 12-13.

The TTSP will allow Filipino and Sri Lankan prisoners

convicted in each other's nations to be transferred to

their home countries to serve the remainder of their

sentences. This measure aims to enhance the

rehabilitation process by allowing inmates to be closer

to their families, friends, and familiar cultural and

religious environments.

The MLAT facilitates cooperation between countries in

criminal investigations and prosecutions. It allows for

the exchange of legal assistance, such as obtaining

evidence, taking voluntary statements, and

confiscating criminal proceeds outside the nation

where the crime occurred. [DOJ of the Philippines]

[Manila Bulletin]

Philippines, Timor-Leste sign limited visa

waiver agreement

(ga) The Philippines and Timor-Leste signed a limited

visa waiver agreement for holders of diplomatic and

official passports during a bilateral meeting between

Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo and

Timor-Leste's Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos

Freitas on August 20. The Philippines reaffirmed its

support for Timor-Leste's ASEAN membership and

offered capacity building and technical assistance. The

ministers discussed global issues, including

developments in the West Philippine Sea, and agreed

to hold the 2nd Policy Consultations to review bilateral

relations, which last occurred in 2014. [Department of

Foreign Affairs Philippines] [Philippine Star]

Philippines, United States set for crucial

defense meeting on August 29
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(rr) The Philippines and the United States will hold their

annual Mutual Defense Board-Security Engagement

Board (MDB-SEB) meeting on August 29 at the

Philippine Military Academy in Baguio City. This

meeting serves as a platform for the Armed Forces of

the Philippines (AFP) and the US Indo-Pacific Command

(INDOPACOM) to discuss and agree on defense and

security policies. Key attendees will include AFP chief

Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr. and INDOPACOM head

Admiral Samuel Paparo.

The agenda will also cover the range of military

activities planned between the Philippines and the

United States for the coming year, including well-

known joint exercises like "Balikatan" and "Salaknib."

This year's "Balikatan" exercises, which took place from

April 22 to May 10 across various locations in the

Philippines, involved around 16,000 American and

Filipino troops. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Brazil’s Foreign Minister sign

three agreements during visit

(rr/ga) The Philippines and Brazil signed two significant

agreements on August 23 during Brazilian Foreign

Minister Mauro Vieira's visit to Manila. The agreements

focused on education and technical cooperation and

were signed by Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique

Manalo and Minister Vieira.

These agreements aim to enhance exchanges between

the two countries, particularly in the fields of

education, trade, science, and technology. The

education agreement will promote student and expert

exchanges, while the technical cooperation deal will

cover joint projects in areas of mutual interest.

Two nations plan to sign an agreement on the peaceful

use of outer space, fostering collaboration between

the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) and the Brazilian

Space Agency (AEB), as well as looking forward to

signing an MOU on energy cooperation by the next

Bilateral Consultation Meeting in 2025.

Both sides emphasized the importance of their

partnership in addressing global challenges such as

hunger, poverty, and climate change. They also

discussed expanding cooperation in agriculture,

maritime affairs, renewable energy, and defense.

[Philippines News Agency] [ABS-CBN News]

Philippines and Brazil further discussed the

importance of increasing trade and investment,

strengthening cultural and scientific cooperation, and
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supporting Portuguese language teaching in the

Philippines. The meeting also highlighted Brazil's

commitment to ASEAN, with plans to establish a

dedicated mission in Jakarta and support Timor-Leste's

ASEAN membership process.

The Philippines expressed support for Brazil's

aspiration to become a permanent member of the UN

Security Council. The two countries also pledged to

collaborate on climate action, with the Philippines

backing Brazil's leadership for COP30 in 2025.

[Department of Foreign Affairs Philippines]

India, Singapore deepen ties at Second

Ministerial Roundtable

(ga/cr) Singapore hosted the second India-Singapore

Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR) and the India-Singapore

Business Roundtable (ISBR) on August 26.

The ISMR discussions focused on enhancing

collaboration in sustainability, digitalization, skills

development, healthcare, advanced manufacturing,

including semiconductors, and connectivity. Both

nations emphasized the importance of these areas for

future bilateral cooperation, stating the successful

outcomes from their first roundtable, such as the

PayNow-UPI digital payment linkage and Electronic

Bills of Lading, which have facilitated trade and

economic integration. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Singapore 1]

Meanwhile, the ISBR involved business leaders from

both countries. Singaporean and Indian business

leaders from various multinational companies

discussed opportunities for enhanced cross-border

investments and collaborations in industrial parks,

skilling, infrastructure, and digitalization.

Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan

emphasized the addition of advanced manufacturing

and semiconductors to the agenda. Both nations are

preparing for a forthcoming official visit by Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Singapore. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs Singapore 2] [The Hindu]

Singapore seeks to expand investment in

Indonesia

(ga) Newly appointed Indonesia's Minister of

Investment Rosan Roeslani seeks to increase

Singaporean investment in Indonesia to exceed USD
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63.17 billion. The visit includes key meetings with

Singaporean leaders and business executives to

explore opportunities for enhancing bilateral economic

cooperation.

Minister Roeslani already met with Singapore’s

Minister of Manpower and Second Minister of Trade

and Industry Tan See Leng. Minister Tan highlighted

the need for deeper cooperation in sectors such as

natural gas, tankers, and bunkers, and emphasized the

importance of addressing challenges related to carbon

capture and storage.

Minister Roeslani is scheduled to meet with

Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence Wong to discuss

investment strategies in sectors such as natural

resource downstreaming, clean energy, and human

resource development. This meeting aims to establish

concrete steps for strengthening bilateral cooperation

and advancing strategic investment projects.

Minister Roeslani also engaged with prominent

Singaporean businesses, discussing on investments in

electricity grids, data centres, solar power plants, and

telecommunications infrastructure. [Tempo] [Ministry

of Investment Indonesia]

Singapore strengthens ties with

Indonesia's Riau Islands

(ga) Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office, Second

Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Second Minister for

Education of Singapore Maliki bin Osman undertook a

working visit to Indonesia's Riau Islands (KEPRI)

province from August 21-23, engaged in several high-

profile meetings and activities aimed at enhancing

bilateral cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Singapore]

The courtesy call focused on strengthening ties and

exploring opportunities in the digital economy, human

capital development, and renewable energy. Minister

Maliki emphasized the recovery from the pandemic

and reaffirmed the commitment to enhancing

cooperation in the economics, tourism, and green

economy sectors.

During the visit to a local university, Minister Maliki

discussed educational collaborations with students

and faculty. He further highlighted Singapore’s

readiness to support KEPRI’s energy transition by

offering training for solar panel installation,

mentioning the province’s plan to develop a floating

solar power plant. [Batam News] [Go Kepri]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ikr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-iky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-iky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ikj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ikj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-ikt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-iki/


Malaysia, Singapore conclude annual

bilateral military exercise

(ga) The 28th edition of Exercise Semangat Bersatu

(XSB) between Singapore and Malaysia from August 18

to 26 involved over 800 personnel from the Singapore

Infantry Regiment's 5th Battalion and Malaysia's 5th

Battalion, Royal Malay Regiment. The event focused on

cross-sharing weapon systems and infantry tactics,

culminating in a joint battalion mission exercise.

Major General David Neo of the Singapore Armed

Forces (SAF) emphasized the professionalism and

discipline of the participating soldiers and reinforced

the bilateral military cooperation between the two

nations.

The annual exercise provides a platform for both

armies to enhance their professional interactions and

demonstrate the long-standing defense relationship

between Singapore and Malaysia. [Ministry of Defence

Singapore] [Berita Harian]

Singapore, Vietnam reaffirm defence

relations through Defence Policy Dialogue

(ga) Singapore and Vietnam have reasserted their

robust bilateral defense ties during the 15th

Singapore-Vietnam Defence Policy Dialogue (DPD) held

on August 22 at the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) in

Singapore. Key topics included peace, stability, and

freedom of navigation in the East Sea. Both parties

committed to resolve disputes peacefully under

international law.

Singapore and Vietnam reviewed the progress made

since their last meeting, focusing on high-level

exchanges, training, naval cooperation, and support at

multilateral forums. Looking ahead, both countries

plan to enhance collaboration through increased

delegation exchanges, maintaining existing

mechanisms, and expanding into areas like cyber

security and military medicine. [Ministry of National

Defence Vietnam]

A significant outcome of the dialogue was the signing

of a Submarine Rescue Memorandum of Agreement

(MOA) between the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN)

and the Vietnam People's Navy (VPN), establishing a

framework for mutual support and cooperation in
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submarine rescue operations to ensure assistance in

the event of a submarine incident. [MINDEF]

Singapore to receive solar power from

Australia's USD 13.5 billion undersea cable

project

(ga) Australia has approved a massive USD 13.5 billion

solar power project on August 21, designed to export

renewable energy to Singapore through an undersea

cable. SunCable, an Australian world-leading

renewable energy company, leads this landmark

initiative, aiming to meet the increasing demand for

green energy both domestically and internationally.

The project, officially named the Australia-Asia Power

Link, is centered around a colossal solar farm located

in northern Australia. It will generate up to 6 gigawatts

of green electricity, enough to power approximately

three million homes. The generated power will be

transmitted to Singapore through a 4,300-kilometer

undersea cable, making it one of the longest of its kind

in the world.

However, the approval comes with strict

environmental conditions. The project must avoid the

habitat of the greater bilby, a small, endangered

marsupial native to the region.

The solar project will be developed in two stages, with

a final investment decision expected by 2027.

Electricity supply to Singapore is anticipated to begin in

the early 2030s. The project will also supply power to

large-scale industrial customers in Darwin, the capital

of Australia’s Northern Territory.

Singapore's Energy Market Authority (EMA) has already

discussed the project with SunCable. Singapore plans

to import up to 4 gigawatts of low-carbon electricity by

2035, accounting for about 30% of the city-state's total

electricity supply. The EMA has conditionally approved

several electricity import projects from other countries,

including 2 gigawatts from Indonesia, 1 gigawatt from

Cambodia, and 1.2 gigawatts from Vietnam.

SunCable is also in talks with Singapore's energy

regulator to obtain conditional approval for the

project's cable inter-connector component, as well as

with the Indonesian government to secure permissions

for laying the cable through its waters. [Reuters] [CNA]
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Joint South Korean-US amphibious landing

exercise commences

(ac) On August 26, South Korea and the United States

launched their combined amphibious landing exercise

to enhance combat readiness and interoperability, in

the latest sign of deepened military cooperation

between the two nations. The Ssangyong exercise,

running through September 7, takes place in Pohang

and along the eastern coast. It involves division-level

landing forces, approximately 40 vessels, 40 aircraft,

and 40 amphibious assault vehicles.

For the first time, South Korea's recently established

drone operations command will participate, providing

surveillance support. Additionally, Britain’s Royal

Marines Commandos will join the exercise. This year,

the Marine Corps of both nations will form a combined

staff group to jointly lead the exercise aboard the

South Korean amphibious assault ship, Marado. [KBS]

President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S. Senate’s

armed service committee discuss

combined defense alliance

(ac) On August 26, South Korea President Yoon Suk

Yeol met with the head of the US Senate’s armed

service committee, Jack Reed, in Seoul to discuss

defense alliance against North Korean provocations.

During the meeting, Reed reassured Yoon for the

bipartisan support and joint alliance from Washington

and expected to deepen defense industry

cooperations in the field of construction and

maintenance of naval vessels, semiconductors and

quantum technology.

Adding to the discussion of defense capabilities, Yoon

stressed that involvement of Japan to bolster bilateral

and multilateral security to deter North Korean

provocations asked for Washington’s continue support

on the extended deterrence commitment, in which

nuclear capabilities are in use to defend an ally. Yoon

also vowed South Korea, and the US should continue

collaborations and communications to achieve

denuclearization of North Korea. [Yonhap News]

South Korea and Australia discuss

potential arms industry cooperation

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-iuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-iuj/


(ac) On August 21, South Korea's Minister of Defense

Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA), Seok Jong-

Gun, met with Australia's Deputy Secretary of Naval

Shipbuilding and Sustainment, Jim McDowell, to

discuss strategic cooperation in joint warship projects.

This visit followed a meeting one month earlier

between South Korea’s Vice Minister of Defense, Kim

Seon-Ho, and Australian officials to discuss the AUKUS

pillar two partnership and cyber cooperation (see AiR

No. 29, July/2024, 3).

Seok also attended the inauguration of the Hanwha

Armored Vehicle Centre of Excellence (H-ACE), a facility

under Hanwha Aerospace, in Geelong, Australia. The

event was attended by government and military

officials from both South Korea and Australia. The

opening of H-ACE marked the first overseas production

facility for a Korean defense company, following

Hanwha Aerospace's USD 2.4 billion deal with Australia

for the Redback Infantry Fighting Vehicle.

During the ceremony, Hanwha Aerospace CEO Son Jae-

Il emphasized that “H-ACE is a significant part of our

global defense supply chain, further strengthening the

relationship between Australia and Korea.” This

partnership between Hanwha Aerospace and Australia

also signifies South Korea's entry into the AUKUS

partnership. Australia's Minister for Defense Industry

and Capability Delivery, the Hon. Pat Conroy, noted

that “the acquisition of armored vehicles ensures the

Australian Army can respond to challenging strategic

circumstances,” although he did not name any specific

country in his remarks.

H-ACE is expected to produce 129 Redback Infantry

Fighting Vehicle units, with prototype deliveries

anticipated in the first half of 2026. Additionally,

Hanwha Aerospace is set to produce 30 AS9 self-

propelled howitzers and 15 AS10 armored ammunition

resupply vehicles for the Australian Army by 2027.

According to Australia’s Ministry of Defense, H-ACE will

support approximately 2,100 jobs, including 1,800

direct positions. The facility will feature multiple

assembly lines, a 1,200-meter test track, a deep-water

test facility, an obstacle course, and a research and

development center, all critical to the production of

fighting vehicles. [Yonhap News] [The Korea Herald]

[Australia Ministry of Defence]

Yoon warns North Korea against invasion 

(ac) On August 21, South Korean President Yoon Suk

Yeol issued a warning towards North Korea

underscoring that any attempt to invade South Korea
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would result in the regime's downfall. The warning

came during his visit to the Ground Operations

Command in Yongin, where he was briefed on the

Ulchi Freedom Shield, an annual joint military exercise

with the United States that began on August 19 and

will last for 11 days.

Describing the North Korean regime as "the most

irrational group on Earth", Yoon emphasized that only

strong military readiness could prevent them from

making dangerous miscalculations. He highlighted the

importance of the joint exercise in strengthening the

combined defense posture of South Korea and the U.S.

against increasing threats from North Korea. He also

called for the enhancement of South Korea's firepower

capabilities to counter North Korea's long-range

artillery and missiles, which pose a significant threat to

the Seoul metropolitan area, home to nearly half of

South Korea's population.

Yoon was accompanied by Gen. Paul LaCamera,

commander of U.S. Forces Korea, and Lt. Gen.

Christopher LaNeve, commander of the U.S. Eighth

Army. This visit marks the first time a sitting president

has visited the Ground Operations Command since its

establishment in 2019. [Yonhap News]

South Korea’s court orders Japanese firm

to compensate descendants of forced

labor victims

(ac) On August 22, the Seoul Central District Court of

Appeals ordered Japanese firm Nippon Steel Corp. to

pay USD 74,750 in compensation to the descendants

of Korean forced laborers during Japanese colonial

rule. The court ruled in favor of the four descendants

who had filed a lawsuit demanding USD 15,900 each in

compensation for their ancestors, who were forcibly

mobilized to work in the company’s steel mill from

1940 to 1942.

The lawsuit had previously been rejected on the

grounds that the right to seek compensation had

expired. However, the court of appeals overturned that

decision without providing specific reasons in the

courtroom. [Yonhap News]

South Korean President and business

leaders to visit Czech Republic
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(ac) South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol is set to visit

Czech Republic next month to discuss economic ties

and nuclear plant projects. South Korea’s business

leaders, including Samsung Electronics Chairman Lee

Jae-Yong, LG Group Chairman Koo Kwang-Mo, SK

Group Chey Tae-Won, will also join the visit with Yoon.

The presidential office also confirmed that Yoon’s visits

would cover potential discussion on finance, energy,

science and education exchanges, and may sign the

Trade and Investment Promotion Framework (TIPF).

[Yonhap News1]

Yoon is also set to resolve the disputes between South

Korea’s Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power (KHNP) and the

US energy firm Westinghouse Electric Co before

finalizing the deal. Westinghouse Electric Co. opposed

the KHNP for infringing its proprietary technology for

exporting nuclear power plants to other countries

without Westinghouse’s consent. Under the guidelines

of the 1978 Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), South

Korea needs Westinghouse’s consent to export nuclear

reactors. The US Department of Energy (DOE) declined

the involvement and stated that the disputes were

entirely a matter between KNHP and Westinghouse. To

prevent a serious business setback, the presidential

office was in close communication with Westinghouse

Electric Co.to reach ‘a consensus that the two sides

need to cooperate on all aspects of energy, from

nuclear power to renewable energies, including

hydrogen.’ [Yonhap News2]

The arrangement comes after the Czech Republic

selected South Korea’s Hydro & Nuclear Power (KHNP)

to be the preferred bidder to build two nuclear

reactors. The estimated cost of a new unit would be

USD 17.38 billion, marking South Korea’s largest ever

nuclear power plant exports (see AiR No. 30, July/2024,

4).

South Korea, U.S. to build capabilities

against “any type” of North Korean

nuclear threats 

(jb) South Korea’s Foreign Ministry stated on August 22

that South Korea and the United States will continue

working towards increasing capability to retaliate

against North Korean nuclear threats. The Nuclear

Employment Guidance, which is a top-secret document

available only to a select few security officials in both

the ROK and the U.S., will provide guiding principles for

action as the security situation in the Korean Peninsula

continues to evolve. [Yonhap News Agency]
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The Nuclear Consultative Group (NCG) agreement

which was first signed in April 2023 as part of the

establishment of the Washington Declaration between

South Korea and the U.S., underlines the American

commitment to using its full range of nuclear weapon

capabilities as well as its nuclear umbrella in its alliance

with South Korea. The Foreign Ministry emphasized the

robustness of the bilateral agreement in the backdrop

of President Joe Biden stating the need to prepare for

coordinated nuclear challenges from China, North

Korea and Russia. [U.S. Department of Defense]

The focus on North Korean nuclear development

comes at a time of increased threats of strengthening

deterrence from North Korea after the week-long joint

military exercises conducted by the U.S. and South

Korea since August 19 (see AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3).

South Korean police probes bomb threats

on German embassy website

(jb) An investigation by the South Korean police is

currently underway as threats of bombing the German

embassy in Seoul were displayed on the embassy’s

website. It was reported that since August 22, nearly

100 threats were displayed on the website as inquiries

in German, Japanese and Korean, leading the

Namdaemun Police Station to take action against the

alleged explosives that were threatened to be planted

in the embassy.

After several rounds of investigation, the police

reported that they found no explosives but will

continue to monitor the location for rising situations

while tracking down the IP addresses that the threats

were made from. [Breaking the News]

India, Sri Lanka Sign MoU on LNG

development; Indian High Commissioner

distributes solar lanterns

(sa) India's Petronet LNG Limited (PLL) and Sri Lanka's

LTL Holdings Limited signed a Memorandum of

Understanding on August 20 to develop LNG

infrastructure and supply LNG to Sri Lanka. The

agreement focuses on establishing LNG unloading,

storage, and regasification facilities in Colombo and

supplying LNG from India’s Kochi LNG Terminal

through ISO tank containers for the Sobadhanavi

Power Plant's 230 MW gas turbines. [Colombo Gazette

1] [The Island]
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Indian high commissioner distributes lanterns in Sri

Lankan estate

Meanwhile, during an official visit to Sri Lanka's Central

Province, India's High Commissioner, Santhosh Jha,

distributed solar lanterns to households at the

Pitakanda, Ratotta Estate in Matale. These homes are

part of Phase III of the Indian Housing Project (IHP),

which aims to construct 4,000 houses for estate

workers from the Indian Origin Tamil Community in Sri

Lanka. The solar lantern distribution is part of a

broader INR 750 million grant to mark 200 years of

Indian-origin Tamil arrival in Sri Lanka. Phase IV of the

IHP will build 10,000 more houses for estate-worker

families. [Colombo Gazette 2]

Sri Lanka defends diplomat fined for

exploitation in Australia

(sa) Sri Lanka's government defended diplomat

Himalee Arunatilaka after an Australian court ordered

her to pay over USD 360,000 in back wages to a former

housekeeper, Priyanka Danaratna, who was held

under "slavery-type conditions" in Canberra.

The court ruled that Arunatilaka, Sri Lanka's Deputy

High Commissioner in Canberra from 2015 to 2018,

breached Australia's Fair Work Act. Danaratna worked

seven days a week for three years, with minimal pay,

no overtime, and only two days off.

Despite this, Sri Lanka's foreign ministry claimed that

the wages paid were based on government-approved

rates. The case attracted social media criticism, leading

to calls for the government to address the court's

ruling. [ChannelNews Asia]

Sri Lanka reaffirms support for

Palestinian rights

(aa) Sri Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena

reaffirmed Sri Lanka's commitment to supporting the

rights of the Palestinian people during a farewell

meeting with Palestinian Ambassador Zuhair M H Zaid

on August 22. The ambassador briefed the prime

minister on the current situation in Palestine, and

Gunawardena assured him that Sri Lanka would

continue its support for Palestinian rights. [The Island]
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China sends 50 military planes and vessels

near Taiwan during President Lai’s

Kinmen visit

(jp) China deployed 50 military planes and vessels near

Taiwan in a 24-hour span starting Friday morning,

coinciding with President Lai Ching-te's visit to Kinmen

to commemorate the 66th anniversary of the 823

Artillery Bombardment (see article in this edition).

Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND) reported

that 38 of these aircraft entered Taiwan's air defense

identification zone (ADIZ), marking a significant

increase in Chinese military activity. Notably, two

drones nearly circumnavigated Taiwan by entering the

ADIZ in the southwest and flying along the island's

southern, eastern, and northern shores. Additionally,

12 Chinese military vessels were detected in nearby

waters during this period. [Ministry of Defense,

Taiwan]

Experts, including Su Tzu-yun of the Institute for

National Defense and Security Research, believe the

heightened military presence was a response to Lai's

visit to Kinmen, a strategic military outpost. During his

visit, Lai reaffirmed Taiwan's commitment to defending

its sovereignty against Chinese threats. He emphasized

the importance of standing with democratic nations to

ensure peace in the Taiwan Strait and the broader

Indo-Pacific region (see article in this edition). Lai's

remarks were met with criticism from China's Taiwan

Affairs Office, accusing him of pushing for Taiwanese

independence and escalating tensions.

Su also noted that China's actions could be a reaction

to a recent Australian Senate motion that rejected

Beijing's interpretation of U.N. Resolution 2758, which

does not determine Taiwan's status or its participation

in international organizations. [Focus Taiwan]

Australian Senate passes motion

supporting Taiwan’s sovereignty and

international participation

(jp) On August 21, the Australian Senate passed an

"urgency motion" affirming Taiwan’s sovereignty and

advocating for its participation in international

organizations. The motion explicitly states that United

Nations (U.N.) Resolution 2758, adopted on October

25, 1971, does not establish the People's Republic of

China's (PRC) sovereignty over Taiwan or dictate

Taiwan’s future status or its involvement in U.N.

agencies.
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Senators David Fawcett of South Australia and

Deborah O'Neill of New South Wales, who co-

sponsored the motion, had visited Taiwan last month

for the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China’s (IPAC)

annual conference. Fawcett highlighted the urgency of

the motion due to escalating security risks in the Indo-

Pacific region and emphasized Taiwan’s importance to

global peace and economic stability. O'Neill criticized

China's efforts to reinterpret Resolution 2758 to

diminish Taiwan’s international presence, stressing

that Taiwan's exclusion from key international bodies

like the International Civil Aviation Organization and

the World Health Organization harms global interests.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) welcomed

the Senate's motion, praising Australia's support for

Taiwan’s international participation and urging the

international community to counter China's

misinterpretation of U.N. Resolution 2758. The ministry

reiterated its commitment to working with

international partners to uphold democratic values

and regional stability. [Focus Taiwan]

China lifts travel restrictions to Taiwan's

Matsu Islands for Fujian residents

(jp) China has lifted travel restrictions for Fujian

residents, allowing visits to Taiwan's Matsu Islands.

Starting August 22, the Exit-Entry Administration

Bureau resumed processing visas for both group and

independent travel. Fujian residents can apply for

single-entry visas valid for six months and designated

specifically for direct travel to the islands, while tour

leaders can obtain multi-entry visas valid for up to one

year. Eligible travelers can use the Huangqi or Mawei

ports in Fuzhou and cross-strait ferries under the

"mini-three links” to reach Matsu, where they can stay

for up to 15 days.

The resumption of travel marks the end of over three

years of restrictions. China had suspended

independent travel to Taiwan in August 2019, citing

poor cross-strait relations, and later halted all group

travel due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Yang Yao-chih, chairman of the Lienchiang County

Association of Travel Agents, confirmed that a group of

eight Fujian tourists from the travel industry will arrive

in Matsu on August 23 for a five-day visit. Taiwan's

Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) expressed its approval

of the move, reaffirming the government's welcoming

stance toward Chinese tourists visiting Matsu, Kinmen,

and Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan condemns China for economic

pressure after Evergreen Hotel apology

(jp) Taiwan's government on August 24 criticized China

for using economic coercion to interfere in politics

following an apology from the Taipei-based Evergreen

Group. The apology came after the company's Paris

hotel excluded the Chinese flag from its Olympic

decorations, sparking backlash from Chinese netizens.

The controversy began when a Chinese content

creator criticized the Evergreen Laurel Hotel in Paris on

TikTok for not displaying the Chinese flag. This led to

Chinese travel websites removing the hotel's branches

from their platforms. Evergreen Group responded with

an apology, expressing support for the "1992

consensus" and opposing Taiwanese independence.

This consensus, an agreement between Taiwan's

Kuomintang (KMT) and China, acknowledges "one

China" but allows each side’s differing interpretations.

Taiwan's ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

rejects this consensus, seeing it as endorsing China's

claims over Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs accused China of

consistently using coercive tactics, such as boycotts,

sanctions, and regulatory pressure, to force

international companies to comply with its political

demands. The ministry stated that Beijing's actions

undermine the rules-based international order and

disrupt normal business practices. 

Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) also

condemned China's actions, accusing the Chinese

Communist Party of manipulating nationalism and

engaging in economic coercion. The MAC urged Beijing

to reconsider its approach, warning that its actions

could exacerbate cross-strait tensions, deter

investment, and lead to international isolation.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in Chinese] [Focus

Taiwan 2]

Taiwan and Japan to hold sixth maritime

affairs talks in Taipei

(jp) The sixth edition of the Maritime Affairs

Cooperation Dialogue between Taiwan and Japan is

scheduled to take place in Taipei on August 26,

according to Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(MOFA). This dialogue aims to address various issues of

mutual concern, particularly in maritime safety,
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scientific collaboration, energy development, fisheries,

and environmental protection.

The Taiwanese delegation will be led by Su Jia-chyuan,

chair of the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association, and

will include officials from the Ocean Affairs Council,

Coast Guard Administration, National Academy of

Marine Research, and Fisheries Agency. The Japanese

side will be headed by Mitsuo Ohashi, chair of the

Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association. [Focus Taiwan]

This dialogue was initiated following a 2016 fisheries

dispute near the Japan-controlled Okinotori Atoll,

where a Taiwanese fishing vessel was detained by

Japanese authorities, sparking protests from Taiwan.

The atoll's status as an island, which Japan claims

entitles it to a 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic

zone, remains a point of contention. Despite the

unresolved dispute, both Taiwan and Japan have

committed to continuing negotiations through these

talks, which have alternated between the two countries

since the first meeting in 2016. [Focus Taiwan]

Thailand donates further USD 260,000 to

aid Myanmar’s humanitarian efforts

(lm) Thailand has donated an additional THB 9 million

(USD 260,000) to support humanitarian aid for

Myanmar, as part of its ongoing commitment to assist

in the Myanmar crisis. This donation follows a pledge

made by Caretaker Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa during the recent 57th ASEAN

Ministerial Meeting. The funds were given to the

ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian

Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA Centre) to

help deliver aid to affected populations in hard-to-

reach areas.

Since 2021, Thailand has contributed a total of USD

450,000 (THB 15.75 million) to various international

organizations, including UN agencies and the

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to

support humanitarian efforts in Myanmar. Thailand

expressed its intent to continue scaling up its

assistance, working with partners to meet the broader

needs of the Myanmar people. [Bangkok Post]

Singapore seeks extended visa for

trainees in Thailand, keen to deepen

cooperation in education sector
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(lm) The Singaporean government is seeking longer

visa durations for technical trainees from the country

who train in Thailand. Currently, these trainees can

stay for three months, but Singapore is requesting an

extension to six months without requiring trainees to

return home mid-training. Singapore’s Ambassador

Catherine Wong discussed this with Thai officials, and

the Labour Ministry is supportive, with plans to

coordinate with the Immigration Bureau. [Bangkok

Post 1]

Additionally, Singapore is eager to enhance

collaboration with Thailand in the education sector,

according to Singapore's ambassador to Bangkok,

Catherine Wong. Speaking at the first Singapore

Education Fair in the Thai capital, Wong highlighted the

ongoing cooperation between the two countries

through various programs, such as the twin schools

program, the Singapore-Thailand Enhanced

Partnership (STEP) Camp, and cultural exchanges.

[Bangkok Post 2]

China, Vietnam sign 14 deals during top

leader's visit to Beijing

(wn) During Vietnamese leader To Lam's first foreign

visit as the country's top leader, Vietnam and China

signed 14 agreements, including cooperation on

industrial and financial projects and infrastructure

development. Their meeting emphasized promoting

multipolar global economic cooperation and

expanding bilateral trade, with China being Vietnam's

largest trading partner at USD 172 billion in 2023, far

surpassing the USD 125 billion in US-Vietnam trade.

The two nations agreed to collaborate on major

infrastructure projects, including the construction of

three cross-border rail links. One of the most

prominent projects is the 555-kilometer Vientiane-

Vung Ang railway, which will connect the Lao capital to

a Vietnamese port, enhancing regional connectivity.

The agreements also cover a range of other sectors,

such as health cooperation, news distribution, and

regulations for Vietnamese exports. Specific

agreements were made on the phytosanitary

requirements for Vietnam’s fresh coconuts and frozen

durian exports to China, as well as the quarantine and

health protocols for the export of farmed crocodiles.

A crucial topic of discussion during the visit was the

ongoing territorial disputes in the South China Sea,

where both nations have competing claims. The two

countries issued a joint declaration, reaffirming their

commitment to peacefully resolve South China Sea
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disputes through friendly consultations. Both countries

pledged to maintain peace and stability in the region,

adhering to international laws, including the United

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

The declaration also emphasized joint maritime

development, ongoing discussions on maritime

delimitation in the Gulf of Tonkin, and promoting

cooperation on conservation and search and rescue

operations. The two sides also agreed to implement

the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South

China Sea (DOC) and accelerate negotiations for a

legally binding Code of Conduct (COC) with ASEAN

countries to regulate behaviors in the disputed waters.

[The Star]

Infrastructure development emerged as a central

theme, with Lam requesting China’s support through

"high-quality investment" in key projects. The goal is to

align Vietnam's "Two Corridors One Belt" policy with

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), leading to the

construction of "major and symbolic works" that reflect

their strong political relationship. President Xi

expressed China's readiness to accelerate the

development of "hard connectivity" in terms of railway,

expressway, and port infrastructure, as well as "soft

connectivity" through smart customs and efficient

supply chains.

Lam's visit to China included meetings with senior

Chinese officials and visits to significant locations, such

as the Central Party School, where Chinese Communist

Party officials are trained. He also led a delegation to

the Beijing headquarters of the artificial intelligence

company Megvii, signaling Vietnam’s interest in

technological collaboration with China. [Radio Free

Asia]

Lam-Xi meeting suggests Vietnam's supply chain balance

tilting toward China

To Lam's state visit to China underscores the

importance of Hanoi's balancing act between Beijing

and Washington in the ongoing global supply chain

reshuffle. Vietnam has become a strategic site for US

companies relocating supply chains from China, with

major firms like Boeing, SpaceX, and Nike setting up

operations there. However, China has responded by

shifting its supply chain networks to Vietnam, partly to

circumvent US tariffs. [Voice of America]

Vietnam's Prime Mmnister receives

Laotian Minister of Planning and

Investment
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(wn) On August 19, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh received Lao Minister of Planning and

Investment, Phet Phomphiphak, in Hanoi to discuss

strengthening Vietnam-Laos relations. Prime Minister

Chinh urged Laos to improve its business environment

and accelerate the implementation of joint projects,

particularly in energy, mining, agriculture, and

infrastructure connectivity.

Laos is enhancing its business climate and advancing

projects like the Hanoi-Vientiane expressway and

Vientiane-Vung Ang railway. Bilateral trade reached

nearly USD 928 million, with Vietnam as Laos' third-

largest foreign investor. [Vietnam News]

Australia commits USD 65.07 million in

ODA to Vietnam, aiming to strengthen

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(wn) Australia has committed AUD 95.7 million (USD

65.07 million) in Official Development Assistance (ODA)

to support Vietnam's socio-economic development for

the 2024-25 period. The commitment was announced

by Australian Senate President Sue Lines during her

visit to Hanoi, where she met with Vietnam's National

Assembly (NA) Chairman Tran Thanh Man. Both

leaders highlighted the growing partnership between

their countries, focusing on areas such as digital

transformation, climate change, energy, and

peacekeeping.

Chairman Man emphasized the need for continued

ODA support, particularly in human resource

development, public management, and finance. The

two sides also discussed expanding cooperation in

trade, investment, tourism, and high-tech sectors, with

a goal of reaching USD 20 billion in trade turnover and

doubling two-way investment.

Both nations aim to strengthen their Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership by promoting cooperation at

various levels, enhancing people-to-people exchanges,

and supporting mutual interests in areas like climate

change response and sustainable development in

regions like the Mekong Delta. The leaders also

underscored the importance of supporting each other

in multilateral forums and fostering closer

parliamentary ties.

During her visit, Sue Lines is set to meet with Vietnam's

Party General Secretary, State President, and Prime

Minister, and participate in the Vietnam-Australia

Forum. [Sai Gon News] [Vietnam News]
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Vietnamese, Chilean foreign ministers

pledge to strengthen relations

(wn) Vietnam and Chile have agreed to deepen their

relations across various fields, including politics, trade,

investment, culture, and security. This commitment

was made during talks between Vietnam's Foreign

Minister Bui Thanh Son and Chilean Foreign Minister

Alberto Van Klaveren in Hanoi. Both countries

emphasized the importance of their longstanding

friendship and highlighted the growth of economic and

trade relations, which now exceed USD 2 billion

annually. Chile is Vietnam's fourth-largest trading

partner in Latin America, and Vietnam is Chile's largest

trading partner in ASEAN.

The two ministers also discussed plans for high-level

visits, boosting the political consultation mechanism,

and enhancing the effectiveness of the Vietnam-Chile

Free Trade Council. Additionally, they agreed to work

together on market access, and negotiate cooperation

agreements in areas such as trade, customs,

agriculture, defense, and security. They also pledged to

support each other in international organizations and

multilateral forums, especially at the United Nations.

[Vietnam News]
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Upcoming online events

30 August 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

CPG Event Series on Peace and Security in

Asia
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Unraveling the Crisis in Myanmar: Current

Status and Future Trajectories

In recent months, the protracted armed conflict in

Myanmar has escalated significantly, indicating a

pivotal moment in the civil war and a potential collapse

of the military regime. Against this backdrop, three

seasoned Myanmar experts will analyze the current

situation and potential paths forward amidst the

ongoing crisis in this webinar. They will address critical

topics including the current condition of the military

regime in the wake of the latest advancements of

resistance forces, developments within the ethnic

armed organizations (EAOS) and People’s Defense

Forces (PDFs), and international responses to the

conflict.

For more information, see [CPG].

29 August 2024 @ 2:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Atlantic

Council, USA

Atlantic Council at the 2024 US-Africa

Nuclear Energy Summit

The second annual US-Africa Nuclear Energy Summit

will address the future of nuclear power in Africa. This

hybrid event will feature discussions with US officials,

African ministers, policymakers, and industry leaders

on nuclear energy's role in the continent's energy

landscape.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

29 August 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Influence, Pageantry, and Suffrage:

Perspectives on Filipino Women

This webinar will discuss the varying portrayals of

women in media, beauty, and politics in the Philippines

and examine the rhetoric of Filipina suffragists in the

early 20th century through their public addresses.

For more information, see [ISEAS].

2 September 2024 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS

– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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The Thai Economy: One Year into the Pheu

Thai-led Government

This webinar will offer insights into the state of the

Thai economy one year into the Pheu Thai-led

government, focusing on the domestic economic

landscape, which has shown signs of modest growth

driven by tourism and private consumption, but faces

structural challenges exacerbated by ongoing

geopolitical shifts and domestic political uncertainty.

For more information, see [ISEAS].

3 September 2024 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT+2),

Danish Institute for International Studies,

Denmark

Women, migration and climate change -

local challenges and global perspectives

This webinar presents new research and a film to

discuss an often-overlooked field - the crossroad of

women, migration, poverty and climate change. How is

climate change connected to migration and gender

inequality? How do women experience and manage

the effects of environmental changes in contexts

where international labour migration is often the only

option to earn money, but is only allowed for men?

For more information, visit [DIIS].

Recent Book Release

Shannon Vallor, The AI Mirror: How to Reclaim Our

Humanity in an Age of Machine Thinking, Oxford

University Press, 272 pages, published June 3, 2024.

For a review, see [LSE Review of Books].

David Van Reybrouck, Revolusi: Indonesia and the

Birth of the Modern World, W. W. Norton & Company,

656 pages, published April 9, 2024. For a review, see

[Asian Review of Books].

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon

invites paper proposals for its International Congress

"‘And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective

Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-
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9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,

see [University of Lisbon].

The 19th Annual Minerva Conference on

International Humanitarian Law, titled “The Gaza

War and International Law: Norms and Institutions

Jerusalem” and scheduled for December 17-18, 2024,

invites paper proposals to be submitted by August 20,

2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

is looking for a Consultant – Climate, Peace and

Security Officer to be based in Erbil, Iraq. 

Applications are accepted until September 9, 2024.

More information is provided at [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

is looking for a Director, Department of Data,

Insight and Policy Coordination to be based in

Geneva, Switzerland.  Applications are accepted until

September 16, 2024. More information is provided at

[IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

is looking for a Senior Policy and Conflict Analyst.

The duty station is to be determined. Applications are

accepted until September 3, 2024. More information is

provided at [IOM].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is looking for a

Regional Supply Chain Specialist to be based in

Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted until

September 9, 2024. More information is provided at

[DRC].

The World Bank is looking for an Investment Analyst

to be based in Washington, DC, United States.

Applications are accepted until September 8, 2024.

More information is provided at [World Bank].

The World Bank is looking for a Lead Climate

Finance Specialist to be based in Washington, DC,

United States. Applications are accepted until

September 3, 2024. More information is provided at

[World Bank].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Research and Knowledge Management Expert to be

based in Gebze, Turkey. Applications are accepted until

August 28, 2024. More information is provided at [UN

Secretariat].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dtr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dtt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekldrhk-l-dth/


The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Political Affairs Officer to be based in New York, USA.

Applications are accepted until August 28, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Communications, Outreach, and Advocacy

Specialist to be based in Gebze, Turkey. Applications

are accepted until August 26, 2024. More information

is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Political Affairs Officer to be based in Dakar, Senegal.

Applications are accepted until August 28, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) is looking for a

Senior Information Analyst, Political Affairs based

in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted until

August 28, 2024. More information is provided at [UN

Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Rule of

Law Officer based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are

accepted until August 27, 2024. More information is

provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Secretariat (UN) seeks a Public

Information Intern: assist with research, content

writing and event organization. Applications are

accepted until September 12, 2024. More information

is provided at [UN Secretariat].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) ) is looking for an Inter-Governmental

Relationship Analyst to be based in Kathmandu,

Nepal. Applications are accepted until August 31, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Project Manager, Business

and Human Rights to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until August 31, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Senior Judicial and

Prosecution Training Consultant based in Pakistan.

Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Federal Programme

Coordination Analyst to be based in Kathmandu,

Nepal. Applications are accepted until August 31, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Gender Responsive

Governance Associate to be based in Sarajevo,

Bosnia and Herzegovina. Applications are accepted

until August 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Gender Responsive

Governance Officer to be based in Sarajevo, Bosnia

and Herzegovina. Applications are accepted until

August 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Policy and Programme Intern –

Reintegration/DDR/PRR based in New York, USA.

Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a National Planning Specialist

for National Governance Programme in Pakistan.

Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Legal Expert for the

Development of the Draft Law on Innovations.

Applications are accepted until August 27, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Chief Local Governance and

Institutional Relations to be based in Brazil.

Applications are accepted until September 2, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Project Development Specialist. This is a home-

based position. Applications are accepted until August

30, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for an Evaluation Specialist. This is a home-

based position. Applications are accepted until August

28, 2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a Specialist in Mediation of Agrarian

Conflicts to be based in Brazil-Brasilia. Applications

are accepted until August 28, 2024. More information

is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a National Gender Policy Development
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Specialist to be based in Papua New Guinea-Wewak.

Applications are accepted until August 27, 2024. More

information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

looking for a Communications Officer (Public

Affairs) to be based in Chile-Santiago. Applications are

accepted until September 10, 2024. More information

is provided at [FAO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

an Advisor, Resource Mobilization, and Advocacy to

be based in United States-Washington, D.C.

Applications are accepted until September 5, 2024.

More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Strategic Advisor to the Regional Director to be

based in Philippines-Manila. Applications are accepted

until September 4, 2024. More information is provided

at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

an External Relations/Resource Mobilization (EXR)

Officer to be based in Egypt-Cairo. Applications are

accepted until September 3, 2024. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking for

a Policy and Program Advisor to be based in the

United States-Washington, D.C. Applications are

accepted until September 2, 2024. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is looking for a

Macroeconomist/Development Economist-

Tajikistan Diagnostic Study.  Applications are

accepted until September 5, 2024. More information is

provided at [ADB].

The Action contre la Faim is looking for a Country

Director – Afghanistan. Applications are accepted

until September 13, 2024. More information is

provided at [Action contre].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Policy

Specialist (Peace, and Security – Participation) to be

based in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Applications are accepted

until September 7, 2024. More information is provided

at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Strategic

Planning Specialist based in New York, USA.

Applications are accepted until August 30, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Women].
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The UN Women is looking for a Programme

Specialist to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Applications are accepted until August 29, 2024. More

information is provided at [UN Women].

The UN Women is looking for a UN Women: Head of

Office, Japan Liaison Office. Applications are

accepted until September 6, 2024. More information is

provided at [UN Women].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is looking

for a Policy Advocacy and Communication Director

to be based in Amman, Jordan. Applications are

accepted until September 15, 2024. More information

is provided at [IRC].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) is looking for a Project Management

Support Officer (Roster) to be based in Kabul,

Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until October

14, 2024. More information is provided at [UNOPS].

The King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals is

looking for an Assistant / Associate / Full Professor

in Global Studies. More information is provided at

[King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals].

The De Montfort University Kazakhstan is looking

for an EAP Lecturer. More information is provided at

[De Montfort University Kazakhstan].

The Leiden University Institute for History is looking

for a Research Assistant. Applications are accepted

until September 15, 2024. More information is

provided at [Leiden University].

The School of Law and Society at St Mary's University,

Twickenham is looking for a Senior Lecturer in Law.

Applications are accepted until September 8, 2024.

More information is provided at [St Mary's].

The Southampton Law School is looking for a

Lecturer. Applications are accepted until August 26,

2024. More information is provided at [Southampton].

The University of Bedfordshire is looking for a

Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Law. Applications are

accepted until August 28, 2024. More information is

provided at [Bedfordshire].

The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at

Swansea University is looking for a Tutor in Politics

and International Relations. Applications are

accepted until August 27, 2024. More information is

provided at [Swansea].
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The Department of History, Politics, and Philosophy at

Manchester Metropolitan University is looking for a

Lecturer in Russian Politics. Applications are

accepted until August 29, 2024. More information is

provided at [Manchester].

The Department of History, Politics, and Philosophy at

Manchester Metropolitan University is looking for a

Lecturer in Political Theory. Applications are

accepted until August 29, 2024. More information is

provided at [Manchester].

The University of Warwick is looking for an Assistant

/Associate Professor in Politics and International

Studies. Applications are accepted until September 10,

2024. More information is provided at [Warwick].

The Department of Sociology and the Jackson School of

Global Affairs at Yale University is looking for an

Assistant Professor, in Sociology and Global Affairs.

Applications are accepted until September 9, 2024.

More information is provided at [Yale].

The Department of Political Science at Yale University

is seeking an Assistant/Associate/Full Professor, in

International Relations, Comparative Politics, and

Political Economy. Applications are accepted until

August 7, 2025. More information is provided at [Yale].

The Department of Political Science at Yale University

is looking for an Assistant Professor in normative

Political Theory. Applications are accepted until

August 7, 2025. More information is provided at [Yale].

The Department of Political Science at Yale University

is seeking to hire multiple faculty members with

expertise in American Politics. Applications are

accepted until August 7, 2025. More information is

provided at [Yale].

The University of Reading School of Law is looking for

a Lecturer in Law. Applications are accepted until

September 20, 2024. More information is provided at

[Reading].

The School of Law at the University of Leeds is

looking for a Professor of Legal Professions.

Applications are accepted until September 5, 2024.

More information is provided at [Leeds].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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