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The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Armenia, Belize, Bulgaria, Chile,
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Papua New Guinea
and Saint Kitts and Nevis as well as the Malaysia Day
this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Anti-corruption law to be amended
for the first time

(jf) China is set to amend its anti-corruption law,
introducing provisions that allow bail for certain
corruption suspects but also extend the period of
detention during which suspects can be denied access
to legal counsel.

The draft amendment to the Supervision Law was
under review by the National People’s Congress (NPC)
Standing Committee, China’s highest legislative body,
during a recent session. This would mark the first
change to the law since its introduction in March 2018.

While anti-corruption agencies would gain new legal
tools for investigations, lawyers have raised concerns



that the draft does not provide more flexibility for
defending their clients. [Xinhua Net]

A key provision in the amendment authorizes
investigators to compel individuals suspected of
serious misconduct or crimes related to abuse of
power to present themselves for investigation. Under
normal circumstances, investigators would be
permitted to hold a suspect for up to 12 hours, but this
can be extended to 24 hours if safety or psychological
factors warrant it. However, the amendment seeks to
prevent indefinite detention by limiting the possibility
of repeated extensions.

The amendment also includes a proposal allowing
suspects of minor corruption offenses to be released
on bail for up to 12 months. Moreover, investigators
would be able to hold suspects in a detention facility if
they pose "real security risks" such as a flight risk or
the risk of suicide, even if they are not formally
detained. In such cases, investigators would be
required to transfer suspects to a detention facility
within 24 hours of identifying the risk and decide
within seven days whether to formally detain or
release them.

One of the most significant changes involves the
extension of disciplinary detention - known as liuzhi.
Under current law, anti-corruption investigators can
hold suspects at designated facilities for up to six
months. The new amendment would allow
investigators to extend this period by another two
months if the offense could lead to more than 10
years' imprisonment and if the investigation cannot be
completed within six months. This extension would
require approval from the National Supervisory
Commission, China’s top anti-corruption body.

Additionally, if the anti-corruption agency discovers
evidence of other serious crimes committed by the
suspect, it could apply for further detention
extensions, which could last up to eight months. This
could result in suspects being held without access to a
lawyer for over a year before formal charges are
brought against them. Despite ongoing calls from
lawyers and legal scholars for reforms to grant
suspects access to legal counsel earlier in the process,
the amendment does not change the controversial rule
that prohibits lawyer access for individuals detained by
anti-corruption authorities until they are formally
charged.

According to the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI), China's leading anti-corruption body,
over 26,000 disciplinary detentions were carried out in
2023. The revised law aims to provide more robust
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oversight while tightening the legal framework around
corruption investigations, but concerns over due
process and legal representation remain unaddressed.
[South China Morning Post]

China: Retirement age to be raised by up
to five years from January 2025

(jf) China's top legislative body, the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress, has
approved a proposal to raise the country's retirement
age, as reported by the official Xinhua news agency on
September 13.

This marks a significant reform aimed at addressing
the economic pressures caused by an aging population
and shrinking workforce. China currently has some of
the lowest retirement ages globally, and the need for
reform has become more urgent as life expectancy has
risen to 78 years as of 2021, up from about 44 years in
1960, and is expected to exceed 80 years by 2050.

Under the new plan, the retirement age for men will
increase from 60 to 63, while for women in white-collar
jobs, it will rise from 55 to 58. For women in blue-collar
jobs, the retirement age will be raised from 50 to 55.
These changes are set to take effect on January 1,
2025, and will be gradually implemented over a 15-
year period.

Extending the working years of citizens is expected to
alleviate pressure on China’s pension system, with
many provinces already struggling with large deficits.
However, delaying pension payouts and requiring
older workers to remain in the workforce for longer
may not be welcomed by everyone, as it could lead to
dissatisfaction among those who are eager to retire
earlier. [China Daily] [Reuters]

China: National health agency pushes for
marriage and childbirth at ‘appropriate’
age

(jf) China's National Health Commission (NHC) plans to
intensify efforts to promote marriage and childbirth at
"appropriate ages" as the country grapples with a
declining birth rate and shrinking population. Current
Chinese law stipulates that men can marry from age 22
and women from age 20.
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Yu Xuejun, deputy head of the NHC, announced that
the commission will also advocate for shared parenting
responsibilities to encourage younger generations to
adopt more positive attitudes towards marriage,
family, and childbirth, according to a report from state
media Global Times on September 12. Yu emphasized
the importance of fostering a "new culture of marriage
and childbearing" in response to China's demographic
challenges. While he acknowledged that the low birth
rate and rapid aging are natural consequences of
China's economic and social development, he stressed
the need for continued efforts from local governments
to promote sustainable demographic growth. [Global
Times]

This initiative comes as Beijing seeks to reverse the
trend of declining births, which hit a record low in 2023
while the population fell for a second consecutive year
(see AR No. 4, January/2024, 4). Many Chinese women
are opting not to have children, citing high childcare
costs, reluctance to marry, and the desire to focus on
their careers. Traditional societal norms, where women
are still seen as the primary caregivers, and persistent
gender discrimination have also contributed to the
hesitancy. Official data revealed that the number of
marriages in the first half of this year dropped to its
lowest level since 2013.

China's demographic issues are largely a legacy of the
one-child policy enforced from 1980 to 2015, as well as
rising education and living costs that have deterred
many families from having more than one child, or
even having children at all. [Reuters]

China: August lending grows lower than
anticipated

(jf) New bank lending in China increased less than
anticipated in August, following a 15-year low in July,
despite the central bank's efforts to maintain
accommodative policies and promises of additional
measures to support the economy's fragile recovery.
According to data released by the People’s Bank of
China (PBOC) on September 13, Chinese banks issued
RMB 900 billion (USD 126.86 billion) in new loans for
the month, marking a 246 percent rise from July but
still falling short of the RMB 1.02 trillion forecasted by
analysts polled by Reuters. This figure is also
significantly lower than RMB 1.36 trillion reported
during the same period last year.

Capital Economics, a London-based independent
economic research business, commented that both
broad credit growth and new bank lending were slower
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than expected in August. She noted that while
increased government spending could offer some
economic stimulus in the coming months, private
credit demand remains weak and is unlikely to
contribute significantly to the recovery.

The central bank has consistently lowered interest
rates and injected liquidity throughout the year, and a
senior official reaffirmed on September 13 that the
PBOC would continue to implement supportive
policies, aiming to create a favorable monetary
environment for the economy. Analysts anticipate
further easing measures to encourage growth.
[Reuters]

China: President Xi calls for action to
meet annual economic goal

(jf) On September 12, Chinese President Xi Jinping
urged government authorities to make concerted
efforts to meet the nation's annual economic and
social development objectives, as reported by state
media. His remarks come amid growing expectations
that further measures will be necessary to strengthen
the country's slowing economic recovery. [China Daily]

During a symposium held in Lanzhou, a city in
northwestern China, Xi underscored the importance of
focusing on economic performance for the remainder
of the third quarter and the upcoming fourth quarter,
according to state broadcaster CCTV. Xi highlighted the
critical need to prioritize employment, calling for the
expansion of job opportunities in emerging industries.
He also committed to eliminating local protectionism,
advancing reforms of state-owned enterprises, and
enforcing policies aimed at supporting the private
sector.

Xi's statements come as weakening economic activity
in China has led several global brokerages to lower
their 2024 growth projections to below the official
target of approximately 5 percent. Economists from
ANZ noted that the growth shortfall relative to the
target could widen to between 0.4 percent and 0.5
percent, which could push authorities to introduce a
new stimulus package. [Reuters]

China: Amendments to statistics law
approved to address data fraud
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(jf) On September 13, the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress, China’s top legislative
body, approved an amended statistics law as part of
the country's efforts to tackle persistent issues of data
fraud, which have raised doubts about the reliability of
its economic data. The revised law aims to establish a
"complete, coordinated, and efficient" statistical
oversight system, according to Xinhua, China’s official
news agency. [Xinhua Net, in Chinese]

Under the new law, local governments are tasked with
preventing and penalizing statistical fraud, evaluating
the performance of senior officials in their handling of
statistical work, and holding those responsible for
falsifying data legally accountable. The amended law
also emphasizes that statistical work must adhere to
the leadership of the Communist Party of China,
reinforcing the central party's authority over data
integrity.

Earlier this week, state media quoted a spokesperson
from the legislative body who noted that the revised
law would enhance measures to prevent statistical
fraud and intensify punishments for officials involved
in falsifying economic data. It was highlighted that
despite previous sanctions, statistical fraud continues
to be a recurring issue, which has seriously
undermined the credibility and accuracy of official
data. The public's concerns about this problem have
made it one of the most urgent issues needing
resolution in the country’s statistical work.

The new law comes as critics have persistently
questioned the accuracy of China's official data,
especially as the Chinese government has attempted
to defuse faces growing market concerns over the
economy's prolonged slowdown. [Reuters]

China: August sees fastest decline in new
home prices in over nine years

(jf) China’'s new home prices dropped at their fastest
rate in over nine years in August, as official data
revealed on September 14, underscoring the ongoing
struggles in the property sector despite government
efforts to stimulate recovery. Prices fell by 5.3 percent
year-on-year, the sharpest decline since May 2015,
accelerating from a 4.9 percent drop in July, according
to Reuters' calculations based on National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) data.

On a monthly basis, new home prices declined for the
fourteenth consecutive month, decreasing by 0.7
percent, consistent with July's figures. The property
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market continues to be plagued by overleveraged
developers, unfinished housing projects, and wavering
buyer confidence, all of which are exerting pressure on
the financial system and jeopardizing the
government's 5 percent economic growth target for
the year. A Reuters poll forecasts further declines in
home prices, predicting an 8.5 percent drop in 2024
and a 3.9 percent decline in 2025, as the sector
struggles to regain stability.

Chinese policymakers have ramped up support by
cutting mortgage rates and lowering home-buying
costs, which has partially revived demand in larger
cities. However, smaller cities with fewer home
purchase restrictions and significant unsold inventory
remain particularly vulnerable, highlighting the
difficulty authorities face in balancing supply and
demand across different regions. Out of the 70 cities
surveyed by the NBS, only two reported home price
increases both on a monthly and annual basis in
August, illustrating the sector’s widespread downturn.
[Reuters]

China: EV giant BYD increases hiring

(jf) BYD has dramatically expanded its workforce,
surpassing 900,000 employees on September 13,
according to a senior manager. This rapid growth
solidifies the Chinese electric vehicle (EV) giant as one
of the country's largest employers. The expansion
aligns with the Chinese government's priority to create
more job opportunities, particularly for college
graduates, as the nation grapples with economic
challenges.

BYD's workforce grew by 5.8 percent since the end of
August, making it the largest employer among over
5,300 companies listed on China's mainland stock
exchanges, according to Li Yunfei, the company's
general manager for branding and public relations.

He shared the figures on Weibo, noting that BYD also
leads globally in terms of technology and research and
development (R&D) staff, with nearly 110,000 people
dedicated to R&D. In the past two years alone, BYD has
recruited nearly 50,000 fresh graduates, reinforcing its
commitment to fostering talent and maintaining its
position as a global leader in the electric vehicle
industry. [Reuters]

China: PWC's Chinese auditing arm
suspended for six months
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(jf) PricewaterhouseCoopers’ (PwC's) Chinese auditing
arm has been suspended for six months following its
involvement in the collapse of Chinese property giant
Evergrande. One of the so-called “Big Four” accounting
firms, PwC faces a fine exceeding USD 62 million after
Chinese authorities accused it of aiding in the
concealment of fraud at Evergrande, which collapsed
in January under massive debt.

PwC China admitted that its auditing work had fallen
"unacceptably below the standards" expected by the
firm, apologizing for the impact on its clients. The
Chinese Ministry of Finance stated that PwC was aware
of "major misstatements" in Evergrande’s financial
statements during its audits, prompting the
suspension of PwC ZhongTian's auditing operations for
six months. PwC's non-audit services in China will
remain unaffected.

In addition, China's securities regulator has confiscated
the revenue PwC earned from auditing Evergrande and
issued further fines. The investigation by the regulator
concluded that PwC had "seriously eroded the basis of
law and good faith," harming the interests of investors.

In response, PwC has implemented various
accountability measures, including the dismissal of six
partners and the imposition of fines on responsible
team leaders. Five additional staff members have also
departed, and PwC's global risk and regulatory leader,
Hemione Hudson, has been appointed to oversee the
Chinese unit on an interim basis. PwC admitted that its
work on Evergrande's audits had been "well below"
firm standards. [BBC]

Evergrande, once a major developer in over 280
Chinese cities, officially went into liquidation in
January. Authorities have accused Evergrande and its
founder, Hui Ka Yan, of inflating revenues by USD 78
billion, resulting in personal fines and bans for Hui as
well as penalties for the company (see AiR No. 5,
January/2024, 5).

China: Insurance sector regulations
tightened

(jf) China has introduced stricter regulations in the
insurance sector as part of its efforts to mitigate
financial risks and encourage the development of long-
term, patient capital, particularly to support the
technology and advanced manufacturing sectors. The
State Council, the country's cabinet, issued a 10-point
document on September 11 outlining comprehensive
reforms aimed at strengthening the sector and
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boosting investment in key areas critical to countering
weak domestic demand and external economic
challenges.

The new regulations feature robust language,
describing the measures as having "long teeth with
thorns" and "angular," signaling Beijing's intent to
impose stringent oversight on the industry. The plan
specifically aims to channel insurance sector
investments into emerging industries, advanced
manufacturing, and new infrastructure, sectors that
the government sees as vital for sustainable growth.

The document stresses the importance of harnessing
the long-term investment potential of insurance funds
to foster patient capital, which refers to investment
with a higher tolerance for risk and a long-term
outlook. This concept has gained prominence in China,
with state asset and securities regulators advocating
for more such resources to be directed towards critical
sectors. Beijing will enhance scrutiny of insurance
companies, tightening the vetting process for new
market entrants by closely examining the backgrounds
of managers and shareholders. A new information
database will also be established to conduct
background checks on key personnel, aiming to curb
the movement of problematic individuals within the
industry.

This shift marks a significant change from China's
earlier policies, which focused on expanding the
financial sector, such as the 10-point documents
issued in 2006 and 2014. However, as economic
conditions have worsened - marked by declining
investment, falling market interest rates, and
shareholder defaults - concerns over governance and
capital use in the insurance industry have intensified.
The sector, with assets totaling around RMB 30 trillion
(USD 4.2 billion), now poses increasing risks to China's
financial stability.

To further manage and share risks, Beijing will
encourage high-quality foreign insurance institutions
to establish operations in China and invite qualified
foreign investors to invest in domestic insurance firms.
Chinese insurance companies will also be encouraged
to gradually expand their business overseas.

The government's outlook suggests that by 2029, the
insurance industry will achieve stable asset allocation
and maintain adequate solvency. By 2035, it aims to
establish a comprehensive market structure with
robust international competitiveness, positioning the
sector as a key pillar of China's financial stability.
[South China Morning Post]
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China: Press group reports numerous
journalists in Hong Kong being harassed

(jf) The Hong Kong Journalists Association (HKJA) has
reported that reporters from at least 13 media outlets
in Hong Kong have been subjected to a “systematic
and organised attack,” both online and offline,
involving harassment and threats.

On September 13, HKJA chair Selina Cheng detailed
during a press conference that since June, dozens of
journalists have received defamatory emails and
letters sent to their homes, workplaces, and other
venues. Targets included journalists from outlets like
Hong Kong Free Press, InMedia, and HK Feature, as
well as members of the HKJA's executive committee.

Fifteen journalists had complaints sent to their family
members, landlords, and employers, some of which
warned that continuing associations with the
journalists could violate national security laws. Cheng
expressed concern about how personal information
had been obtained, speculating about potential leaks
from government or private databases. Additionally,
hateful content, including death threats, has been
circulated online through private Facebook groups,
with journalists’ photos shared alongside images of
knives and shooting targets.

Several journalists, along with HKJA, have reported
these incidents to the police, and two criminal doxxing
complaints have been lodged with the Office of the
Privacy Commissioner. Cheng emphasized that the
harassment was not aimed at specific news outlets or
reporting topics but rather targeted the journalism
industry as a whole. This marks the most widespread
instance of journalist harassment in Hong Kong that
the HKJA has recorded.

Cheng urged news organizations to publicly condemn
the harassment and called for law enforcement and
the privacy watchdog to conduct thorough
investigations. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: First person found guilty of action
with seditious intention in Hong Kong
under new national security law

(jf) On September 16, a Hong Kong man, Chu Kai-pong,
pleaded guilty to sedition for wearing a T-shirt
featuring a protest slogan, marking the first conviction


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-z/

under the city's recently enacted national security law,
passed in March. Chu, aged 27, admitted to "doing with
a seditious intention an act," an offence that now
carries harsher penalties under the new legislation.
The maximum sentence for sedition has been
increased from two years to seven years in prison and
could extend to 10 years if the case involves "collusion
with foreign forces."

Chu was arrested on June 12 at a Hong Kong MTR
station while wearing a T-shirt displaying the slogan
"Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," along
with a yellow mask bearing the acronym "FDNOL,"
shorthand for the protest slogan "five demands, not
one less." Both slogans were iconic during the pro-
democracy protests of 2019, and June 12 holds
significance as a key day in the unrest. [Reuters]

China: National defense education to be
boosted

(jf) Chinese schools are being called upon to
strengthen students' understanding of military service
through enhanced national defense education,
according to legislative amendments currently under
review by the National People's Congress (NPC)
Standing Committee. These amendments outline
specific requirements for the content of military
training for students, as well as the obligations of
military units, state media reported on September 10.
[Xinhua Net]

The NPC Standing Committee convened its four-day
meeting in Beijing on September 10. In addition to the
proposed changes to the National Defence Education
Law, the committee is also reviewing amendments to
the Supervision Law and the Statistics Law.

The draft legislation emphasizes the importance of
integrating military service knowledge into national
defense education within schools, aiming to foster a
societal view that considers military service honorable.
The amendments also address the necessity of training
and education for military reservists, highlighting the
need for a robust military reserve force.

According to the draft, military training for students
must adhere to manuals co-authored by the education
departments under the State Council and relevant
units of the Central Military Commission, China’s top
military decision-making authority. Specifically,
university and senior high school students are
required to follow these training manuals, with a focus
on improving military skills, strengthening
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organizational discipline, and building character
through rigorous training.

The current National Defence Education Law, which
was enacted in 2001 and underwent a minor revision
in 2018, requires higher education institutions and
senior high schools to conduct military training. The
latest amendments represent the first significant
overhaul of the law and are seen as a critical part of
China’s broader efforts to modernize its national
security system. NPC Chairman Zhao Leji has identified
the revision of the National Defence Education Law as
one of the key legislative priorities of the year, aiming
to bolster patriotism and reinforce China's defense
infrastructure. The first draft of these amendments
was initially submitted to the standing committee in
April. [South China Morning Post]

China: Fujian carrier launches
electromagnetic catapults

(jf) China's new aircraft carrier, the Fujian, equipped
with cutting-edge electromagnetic catapults, is poised
to significantly enhance the People’s Liberation Army
Navy's (PLAN) maritime capabilities, positioning it as a
serious competitor to U.S. naval dominance. This
advanced technology represents a leap forward for the
PLAN as it seeks to modernize its fleet.

Footage released this month by The War Zone shows
the Fujian during its fourth sea trial in Bohai Bay,
northeastern China. The carrier features a state-of-the-
art Catapult Assisted Take-Off But Arrested Recovery
(CATOBAR) system, incorporating electromagnetic
catapults - a system similar to that found on U.S. Navy
Ford-class carriers. The catapult system, with its three
electromagnetic launchers and retractable enclosed
control station (dubbed the "bubble"), allows for more
efficient and flexible aircraft launches compared to the
traditional ski-ramp method used on previous Chinese
carriers.

The introduction of Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch
Systems (EMALS) on the Fujian marks a milestone for
the PLAN, narrowing the technological gap with the
U.S. Navy. This system enables faster, more powerful
aircraft launches, reducing wear on planes and
allowing a wider range of aircraft to be deployed.
However, despite this progress, experts note that
challenges related to reliability and operational
expertise will still separate Chinese carriers from their
U.S. counterparts. [Asia Times]
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Japan: Nine candidates compete for LDP's
leadership

(sw) A record number of nine candidates have officially
launched their campaigns to lead Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), aiming to succeed Fumio
Kishida as the next party leader and prime minister.
The leadership election, set for September 27, comes
as Japan faces rising living costs, increasing security
threats from China and North Korea, and a rapidly
aging population.

Former defense minister and LDP Secretary-General
Shigeru Ishiba is one of the public favorites and is
known for his expertise in security, agriculture, and
regional revitalization. It is his fifth bid to become LDP
chief.

Former minister of environment Shinjiro Koizumi, son
of former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, is
considered as less experienced, but seen as a fresh
face for the party with a promise to push forward
political and regulatory reforms.

Taro Kono, 61, the current Digital Minister, is known
for his reformist approach and social media presence,
he aims to modernize Japan's bureaucracy, while
Yoshimasa Hayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary, offers a
more traditional leadership style, with his experience
in diplomacy, education, and agriculture.

The race also includes two female candidates: Foreign
Minister Yoko Kamikawa and Economic Security
Minister Sanae Takaichi who vowed to make Japan
"stronger and richer."

Former Economic Security Minister Takayuki
Kobayashi, 49, and former Health Minister Katsunobu
Kato, 68 are entering the race for the first time,
potentially dividing the conservative vote.

Lastly, Toshimitsu Motegi, 68, the LDP Secretary
General, pledges to avoid tax hikes while boosting
defense spending.

The candidates are expected to debate key issues such
as economic reforms, social security, and
constitutional revision in the run-up to the election
day. If no candidate secures a majority of the 734 votes
in the election, a runoff will be held between the top
two candidates.

The new LDP president is expected to become prime
minister on October 1, given the party’'s dominance in
both houses of parliament and its coalition with the
Komeito party. [Kyodo News]
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Japan: Cannabis use ban to enter into
force in December

(sw) Starting December 12, Japan will criminalize
cannabis use while legalizing medical products derived
from the plant under new legislation. Although the
possession and cultivation of marijuana are already
illegal, the revised law introduces a prison sentence of
up to seven years for cannabis use, addressing
growing concerns about drug abuse among young
people.

Japan will also permit the use of cannabis-derived
medical products, which have been restricted to
clinical trials until now. Patient groups have been
pushing for access to cannabidiol medicines, already
approved in Europe and the United States for treating
severe conditions such as epilepsy. [Japan Today]

Japan: Over-65 population hits record high

(sw) In 2024, Japan's population of people aged 65 and
older reached a record 36.25 million, marking a 20,000
increase from the previous year. This age group now
represents 29.3 percent of the total population, the
highest rate among 200 countries. Of this
demographic, 20.53 million are women, and 15.72
million are men.

12.90 million people aged 80 and over now make up
10.4 percent of the population, marking the second
consecutive year this figure has exceeded 10 percent.
In 2023, 9.14 million elderly individuals were
employed, constituting 13.5 percent of Japan's overall
workforce. The majority of these seniors work in
wholesale trade, retail, healthcare, welfare and service
industries.

Japan's elderly population is projected to grow, with
seniors expected to comprise 34.8 percent of the
population by 2040. [Kyodo News]

Japan: New measures to secure LNG
supply under consideration

(sw) The Japanese government is exploring support
measures to facilitate long-term liquefied natural gas
(LNG) contracts. The Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry (METI) has outlined potential steps, including
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financial support for LNG storage facilities both in
Japan and abroad, and a new scheme to aid LNG

buyers committing to long-term contracts. These

measures are still under finalization.

Gas-fired power generation constitutes about 30
percent of Japan's energy mix. As the world's second-
largest LNG importer, the country has faced increased
energy security risks and costs following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. To mitigate these risks, METI is
also considering creating an index to assess LNG
availability relative to Japan's needs, and a
government-led initiative to secure LNG during
emergencies.

METI additionally emphasized the importance of
diversifying Japan’s crude oil sources, given its heavy
reliance on the Middle East. The ministry also stressed
the need to maintain a stable supply of thermal coal. It
highlighted coal's low cost per heat unit and warned of
supply-demand risks due to rapid divestment from
upstream coal assets. [Reuters]

Japan: Startup plans second moon landing
attempt for December

(sw) Ispace, a Tokyo-based space exploration startup,
aims to launch its second moon landing mission in
December. Named "Hakuto-R Mission 2", it will
attempt a lunar touchdown after four to five months of
spaceflight.

This second attempt follows Ispace’s first mission in
April 2023, which failed in the final moments due to an
altitude miscalculation.

Founded in 2010, the company employs about 300
persons across Japan, the US and Luxembourg.

National missions from India, Japan and China have
landed on lunar surface last year, motivated by
scientific research and the potential for resource
exploitation of lunar soil. The US plans a new manned
landing in 2026, marking the first in half a century.
[Reuters]

Japan: 7-Eleven's parent company
designated as core industry amid
takeover bid
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(sw) On September 13, Japan's finance ministry
classified Seven & i Holdings, the parent company of 7-
Eleven, as a "core" industry, complicating a potential
takeover by Canadian firm Alimentation Couche-Tard
(ACT). This designation, usually reserved for industries
such as nuclear energy, cybersecurity and chip
industry, requires advance notification due to
significant risk of damage to national security.

Earlier this month, Seven &, Japan's largest retailer,
rejected ACT's buyout offer, which matched its USD 40
billion market value, citing that it undervalued the
company and could face regulatory challenges. The
takeover, if successful, would be the largest foreign
acquisition of a Japanese company.

As the world's largest convenience store chain, 7-
Eleven operates over 85,000 outlets globally, nearly a
quarter of them in Japan, and has been entirely owned
by Seven & i since 2005. The brand's first Japanese
store opened in 1974 after Ito-Yokado secured a
license agreement. Despite its success, Seven & i has
faced pressure from activist shareholders to divest its
Ito-Yokado supermarket chain. In the fiscal year ending
February 2024, the group posted a net profit of YEN
224 billion. [Japan Today]

Japan: Afghan refugee's child gains
Japanese citizenship

(sw) On September 11, the Nagoya High Court has
granted Japanese nationality to a child of Afghan
refugees, overturning a previous court decision.

According to Japan's Nationality Act, children born in
Japan can gain citizenship if their parents are stateless.
The court recognized the parents as effectively
stateless when the child was born in 2022, following
Afghanistan's loss of international recognition after the
Taliban's return to power in 2021.

The number of Afghan refugees has been growing in
recent years, increasing from nine individuals in 2021
to two hundred thirty-seven in 2023. [Kyodo News]

Japan: H2A rocket launch postponed due
to strong winds

(sw) The launch of an H2A rocket carrying an
information-gathering satellite was postponed for the
second time on September 16, due to strong winds. A
new date has yet to be set.
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Further delays could impact the scheduled liftoff of the
H3 rocket No. 4 on October 20. The H3, Japan's next-
generation liquid-fuel rocket, is set to replace the H2A,
whose operations are expected to stop at the end of
fiscal year 2024. [Mainichi]

Mongolia: Directive for 14 mega
infrastructure projects formalized

(to) on September 11, during its regular session, the
Mongolian government formalized a directive issued
by Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai to
implement 14 major infrastructure and development
projects as part of the newly approved 2024-2028
Action Program, Mongolia’s strategic plan focused on
social, economic, governance, and regional
development aiming to drive rapid national progress.

The Action Program aims to accelerate Mongolia’s
development under the initiative titled "Courage for
Rapid Development." Government officials are tasked
with ensuring progress on 129 specific actions and
preparing a unified government report by December
20 to inform the public about the outcomes.

These projects are designed to improve the country’s
infrastructure and stimulate economic growth, with
each government member responsible for overseeing
key measures related to their portfolio. [Mongolian
National News Agency]

Mongolia: Loan quality improves amid
economic growth

(to) On September 11, Amar Lkhagvasuren, the
Executive Director of the Mongolian Bankers
Association, announced that Mongolia's banking sector
saw a 30 percent growth in the first half of 2024, with
non-performing loans dropping to below 6 percent. He
stressed that this marks a milestone not achieved in
the past decade.

The announcement was made during the presentation
of the Association’s review on the banking sector for
the first half of 2024, which analyzed loan quality,
credit growth, and provided recommendations for
economic policy improvements.

Despite the positive trend in loan quality, concerns
remain over inflation, which stands at 5.5 percent, and
budget expansion, which grew by 43 percent. This
grow may hinder efforts to reduce loan interest rates,
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an important promise of Mongolia's ruling parties. The
Mongolian Bankers Association urged the government
to take clear actions to keep the economy stable and
support financial growth. [Mongolian National News
Agency]

Mongolia: First oil refinery to be
completed by March 2026

(to) On September 12, Vartika Shukla, the chairman of
Engineers India Ltd., announced that Mongolia's first
oil refinery, a USD 1.7 billion project financed by the
Indian government, is expected to be completed by
March 2026.

Shukla, who is overseeing the construction, announced
the news during a media briefing in New Delhi. The
refinery, which began construction in 2019, will have
the capacity to process 1.5 million tons of crude oil per
year, helping Mongolia reduce its dependence on fuel
imports. Mongolia currently imports its oil from
neighboring China.

The project has faced delays due to extreme weather
conditions and the COVID-19 pandemic, but work is
progressing. The refinery will use Mongolia's domestic
crude oil to produce fuel for transport and cooking,
providing an important boost to the local economy.
[Rigzone]

Mongolia’s foreign trade turnover reaches
USD 18.1 Billion in 8 Months

(to) On September 16, 2024, Mongolia's National
Statistics Committee noted that Mongolia's foreign
trade turnover reached USD 18.1 billion from January
to August 2024. The announcement highlighting
Mongolia’s trade with 155 countries during this period.

Exports accounted for USD 10.6 billion, whereas
imports totaled USD 7.5 billion, leading to a trade
surplus of USD 3.1 billion. The increase in exports was
driven by strong performances in important
commodities: coal exports rose by USD 372.5 million,
copper concentrate by USD 195.9 million, and
unprocessed or semi-processed gold by USD 159.7
million. [Akipress]
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North Korea: Farmers accuse authorities
of misappropriating farmland

(jb) As relief efforts continue in northern North Korea
following the devastation caused by the July floods,
Uiju County is experiencing the appropriation of
private farmland for national construction projects led
by the External Construction Guidance Bureau.

Local farmers expressed their grievances after an
incident on September 6, when construction workers
began digging up privately owned farmland to extract
clay for construction. The clay is being used to build
nearly 1,000 houses in Kangun village, Uiju County, in
preparation for the anniversary of the Workers' Party
of Korea.

Although state authorities instructed workers to
minimize disruption to private farmland, laborers have
encroached on the land in a way that increases the risk
of landslides. They have promised to rebuild any
structures bulldozed during the process, but farmers
are skeptical, fearing the damage will not be repaired
and that the actions of the laborers, referred to as
"shock troops," will worsen soil conditions in the long
term. State authorities have been notified of the
conflict and urged to intervene. [Daily NK English]

North Korea: Security inspector arrested
for repeated smuggling into Pyongyang

(jb) The arrest of a checkpoint officer by state
authorities in late August came to light on September
11, when his involvement in repeated smuggling
activities and coordinating secret communications was
revealed to the public.

The officer, identified as a security inspector, was
apprehended by the Capital Guard Brigade’s security
department, which was inspecting vehicle routes used
for organized smuggling along the Pyongyang-Nampo
Road. He was found to be smuggling illegal electronic
media, including movies, TV shows, and audio lectures
on USB drives in MP3 and MP4 formats. Many of these
items were banned by the Central Committee, citing
concerns over impurity and Chinese propaganda on
Korean history. [Daily NK English]

The revelation that these activities had been ongoing
for several years has raised public doubts about the
effectiveness of border security in the capital and
broader concerns about North Korea's internal
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security, as authorities struggle to enforce policy and
security measures. [Daily NK English]

Recently, state authorities expanded the list of banned
media content to include Chinese TV shows, movies,
and lecture recordings (see AiR No. 36,
September/2024,1), sparking renewed debate on
censorship in North Korea. [Radio Free Asia]

North Korea: Rare glimpse into uranium
enrichment facility given

(dql) For the first time since 2010, North Korea has
publicly revealed details about its uranium enrichment
capabilities, which are believed to be part of its
broader strategy to shift from plutonium-based to
HEU-based nuclear weapons production.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called for
expanding the number of centrifuges to increase the
country's nuclear weapons stockpile for self-defense,
according to state media. During a visit to the Nuclear
Weapons Institute and a nuclear materials production
site, Kim inspected the uranium enrichment facility and
expressed satisfaction with its operations. He
emphasized the need to boost the production of highly
enriched uranium (HEU), a key component for nuclear
warheads. [KCNA]

Intelligence reports suggest that North Korea operates
uranium enrichment facilities at the Kangson nuclear
complex and the Yongbyon site. Recent construction at
Kangson has been observed, hinting at a significant
expansion of its nuclear capabilities.

Kim also called for enhancing the efficiency of the
centrifuges and accelerating the development of new
models to solidify the country's nuclear material
production capacity. He was accompanied by senior
officials, including Hong Sung-mu, who is thought to
play a key role in North Korea's nuclear program.

Analysts suggest Pyongyang's public disclosure of
uranium enrichment facility is aimed at increasing its
leverage ahead of the US presidential election in
November and a possible nuclear test.

The South Korean defense ministry noted that North

Korea is likely seeking to bolster domestic unity while
escalating nuclear threats. [Yonhap News Agency] [AP
News]
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North Korea: Missiles fired towards East
Sea

(dgl) On September 12, North Korea launched multiple
short-range ballistic missiles into waters east of the
Korean peninsula. Fired from the Pyongyang, they flew
about 360 kilometers, posing a potential threat to
major South Korean cities and key military facilities, as
stated by South Korea's Joint Chief of Staff.

The launch was carried out a week after North Korea
warned that South Korea and the United States would
"pay a dear price" for their joint military exercises in
late August, Ulchi Freedom Shield (see AiR No. 35,
August/2024, 4).

South Korea condemned the missile launch as a
"provocative act" that threatens the peace and stability
of the Korean Peninsula, vowing a firm response in
coordination with U.S. forces. North Korea has long
criticized joint U.S.-South Korea drills as invasion
rehearsals, while the allies maintain that the exercises
are purely defensive. [Yonhap News Agency]

The missile launches also followed North Korea's
release of another batch of balloons on September 8
containing trash directed toward South Korea (see AiR
No. 37, September/2024, 2). These balloon incidents,
which began in late May (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1),
are viewed as North Korea's retaliation for anti-
Pyongyang leaflets sent by defectors and activists from
South Korea.

Japan also confirmed the missile launches, reporting
that they fell into the Sea of Japan, outside its exclusive
economic zone. Japan’s diplomatic mission in Beijing
lodged a formal protest. [Prime Minister’s Office,
Japan] [CNBC]

South Korea: Parliamentary committee
passes special bills on Marine's death and
First Lady corruption allegations

(ac) On September 11, the Legislation and Judiciary
Committee of South Korea’s Parliament passed a bill
mandating a special counsel investigation into
allegations against First Lady Kim Keon Hee, including
her alleged interference in April's general elections.
The bill, supported by the main opposition Democratic
Party (DP) and other opposition parties, was passed
unilaterally after lawmakers from the ruling People
Power Party (PPP) walked out in protest.
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The bill seeks to investigate accusations of stock
manipulation, the acceptance of luxury goods, and
election interference. If approved in a plenary session,
it would mark the second attempt to launch a special
counsel, following a veto by President Yoon Suk Yeol in
January (see AiR No. 2, January/2024, 2). The DP is
pushing for swift passage due to the upcoming
expiration of the statute of limitations on election
violations on October 10.

The bill also outlines that the Supreme Court chief
justice will recommend four candidates for the special
counsel, with the opposition narrowing it down to two,
from which the president will make the final choice.

In addition, a separate special counsel bill investigating
alleged government interference in the military’s
investigation of Cpl. Chae Su-geun'’s death in July 2023
was passed. The committee also confirmed the
nomination of Kim Bok-hyeong for justice of the
Constitutional Court and approved a bill to promote
local currency vouchers to boost the economy.
[Yonhap News]

South Korea: Prime Minister Han
denounces blacklist of emergency room
doctors

(jb) As junior doctors across South Korea continue
striking in response to the government's increase in
medical school enrollment quotas, blacklists of doctors
who stayed to treat emergency room patients have
emerged.

In response, Prime Minister Han Duck Soo released a
statement condemning the blacklists, arguing that
doctors who have chosen to treat emergency patients
are as committed to the medical community as those
engaged in the strikes. He termed the blacklist an
insult to medical staff during the central disaster
response meeting which gathered to discuss the state
of affairs leading up to the Chuseok holidays, which
began on September 14. The Ministry of Health and
Welfare announces annually that there are nearly
50,000 patients visiting emergency medical wings in
hospitals across South Korea during the Chuseok or
the mid-autumn harvest festival holidays, more so
than the rest of the year. [Maeil Business Newspaper]

The government has established an emergency task
force to handle medical cases in emergency medical
centers across the country from September 11-25
owing to continued strikes by junior doctors across the
country, which would decrease the number of medical
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staff available in emergency rooms at hospitals at a
time when ER traffic is at an all-time high. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Childless household rates
set to rise if trend continues

(jb) As South Koreans continue opting to live alone or
have childless marriages, Statistics Korea, the
organization set up by the government to record
national statistics, has released data analysis of
demographic strains in the country exacerbated by low
birth rates. With the test period being 2022-2052, the
predictive data understands that by 2052, South Korea
is looking at over 40 percent of all households being
single-person households.

As of 2022, the percentage stands at 34.1 percent, with
17.3 percent representing couples living together
without children. The institution noted that nearly 6 in
10 households are projected to be childless by 2052,
raising concerns about the declining birth rate, which
dropped from 0.78 children per woman in 2022 to 0.72
in 2023.

The analysis also highlights that younger Koreans are
choosing to live in single-person households, and by
2052, couples aged 65 and older will make up a
significant portion of single households following the
death of a spouse. [The Korea Times]

The Population Division of the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs had initially met with
multiple actors, including the East-West Center and the
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs in 2015 for
an expert group meeting to discuss low fertility rates in
South Korea and 18 other nations, in order to design
policy that would improve demographic imbalances.

The Division has since held yearly meetings targeting
sustainable development and population statistics, the
dialogue for which South Korea has regularly been
involved in. The UN has displayed international
concern for states such as South Korea regarding their
demographic crisis, which has now been exacerbated
by the data coming out of Statistics Korea. [United
Nations Population Division]

South Korea: COVID immunization
program to begin October 11
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(jb) The Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency
(KDCA) on September 13 announced that its COVID
immunization program will be kickstarted nationwide
on October 11. Since the latest strain of COVID-19,
KP.3, was discovered recently, concerns have amped
up regarding the effective immunization of the South
Korean populace against the disease several years into
the pandemic.

The KDCA will be using Pfizer and Moderna vaccines,
whom the government is still negotiating vaccine
prices with, for the drive which is set to last until April
30, 2025. South Korea has been lauded internationally
for its effective and comprehensive handling of the
pandemic; it has registered 34 million cases since
2019.

The vaccine will also be free of charge to senior citizens
aged 65 and above as well as to employees at terminal
and healthcare facilities. Younger citizens and other
employees would be required to pay for their shots.
The drive, while administering vaccines to all age
groups, is concerned about the senior citizens as only
41.3 percent of those aged 65 and above had been
vaccinated in 2023. Nearly 72 percent of this age group
is now set to receive their booster shots through this
program. [The Korea Times]

The focus on senior citizens is due to the data revealed
by the KDCA in early August when COVID-19 cases
surged, with most admitted inpatients being senior
citizens. The government has boosted its monitoring of
at-risk groups ever since the number of reported cases
began climbing on August 9. [Anadolu Ajansi]

South Korea: New evidence reveals forced
forfeiture of children for adoption

(ac) A report of the South Korean Truth and
Reconciliation Commission released last week
uncovered new evidence that mothers were coerced
into giving their children for adoption in the 1980s,
many of whom were placed in the country’s overseas
adoption program.

The Commission’s investigation found that three care
facilities in cities of Daegu and Sejung had a total of 20
children transferred to adoption agencies in 1985 and
1986. Many were adopted overseas, especially in the
US, Australia, Norway and Denmark. Since the 1950s,
more than 200,000 South Korean children have been
adopted abroad.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-ih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-ik/

The Commission’s report marks an important moment
for adoptees to seek accountability from the
government. The investigation is ongoing. [CNN]

Taiwan: Government remains opposed to
cannabis legalization

(dqgl) At a cross-party meeting, held on September 13
to discuss the ways to stop “the flood of cannabis” into
Taiwan, the Taiwanese Ministry of Justice reiterated its
opposition to the decriminalization of marijuana,
advocated for by a small number of civil society
groups. The ministry stated that it opposes legalization
due to health risks and potential societal impact.

According to the ministry, marijuana seizures in Taiwan
more than tripled between 2014 and 2023, from 403 to
1,477 cases. Although some civil society groups
advocate for legalization, a 2023 survey found that
nearly 93 percent of the public opposed the idea.

Taiwan's laws classify marijuana alongside fentanyl
and methamphetamine, with penalties for production
and distribution including life imprisonment and fines
up to NTD 15 million (USD 470,000).

Chairing the meeting, legislator Lai Shyh-bao of the
opposition Kuomintang (KMT) also expressed concern
that the global trend toward decriminalization could
lead to increased marijuana use in Taiwan and called
for stricter drug laws, including harsher penalties and
enhanced anti-drug education in schools. [Taiwan
News]

Taiwan: Construction of new coastal
patrol vessel launched

(dgl) On September 10, a ceremony was held in the
southern city of Kaohsiung to mark the start of the
construction for a new coastal patrol vessel, scheduled
for delivery in 2026.

The Taiwanese government has allocated USD 400.67
million since 2022 to develop six advanced 5,000-ton
patrol cutters for the Taiwan Coast Guard
Administration (CGA). These vessels will be larger and
more capable than current coast guard ships, as they
feature a hybrid oil-electric propulsion system to
enhance performance and endurance for high-sea
patrols.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-iu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-dl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-dl/

Equipped with 53 emergency shelter beds, medical
isolation cabins, and a rear deck for emergency
supplies, the first vessel will improve Taiwan's
emergency preparedness. The ship will measure 124
meters in length, 16.5 meters in width, and 8 meters in
depth.

It will also feature a new 20-mm remote-controlled
turret, developed by the National Chung Shan Institute
of Science and Technology, and a modular container
design, making it a multifunctional vessel. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Military jet accident

(am) On September 10 a pilot of the Taiwanese Air
Force was forced to eject from a Mirage-2000 jet near
Hsinchu County. Captain Hsieh Pei-hsun was later
retrieved by the coastguard and taken to hospital for
treatment of his moderate injuries. [Reuters]

Hsieh was conducting a routine training exercise when
his aircraft lost power. Prior to this flight he had
cumulated 710 flight hours. [South China Morning
Post]

In response to the accident the Taiwanese Air Force
established a task force to determine the cause of the
power outage. [Focus Taiwan]

In recent years, Taiwan's air force has faced multiple
crashes, including a 2022 incident where a Mirage 2000
jet crashed off the east coast, leading to the grounding
of the fleet.

Taiwan begun to acquire 60 Mirage 2000 jets in 1997.
Since then, they have been upgraded, but at least
seven have been lost in accidents. [Reuters]

Taiwan: Budget of maintenance project
for Clouded Leopards announced

(am) The Taiwanese Army has announced it will
allocate USD 46.31 million to maintain its Clouded
Leopard vehicles.

Numbering over 670 in total, the Leopard vehicles play
an important role within the Army’s defense
capabilities. They have nevertheless been plagued with
issues such as faulty armor. The budget will be spent
to address such concerns. [Taiwan News]
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The Taiwanese Government has also approved USD
5.3 million USD to be put towards developing the D3
Clouded Leopard prototype to be completed by 2025.

Taiwan: Jets to stay in use

(am) The Taiwanese Air Force has proposed to allocate
NTD 10 million (USD 313,000) to maintain its RF-5 jet
fleet operational throughout 2025. The fleet is to
remain operational until the military receives new
equipment such as MS-110 pods and MQ-9B drones.

Much of the fleet was concerted from the Air Force's F-
5E jets. The fleet functions primarily to conduct recon
missions. They have also been used during natural
disasters to gather information on the impact of the
disaster.

The proposed budget allocation awaits approval by
Taiwanese lawmakers. [Focus Taiwan]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: 81 percent support interim
government’s continued rule, survey finds

(Im) A recent survey by the BRAC Institute of
Governance and Development (BIGD) found that 81
percent of respondents believe the interim
government, led by Muhammad Yunus, should remain
in power until its reform agenda is completed. Of the
2,363 people surveyed, 47 percent favored a tenure of
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two years or more, while 35 percent preferred one
year or less. Only 13 percent wanted immediate
elections.

The survey, conducted across all 64 districts, revealed
growing public confidence, with 71 percent believing
the country is on the right track, and 60 percent saying
the economy is moving in the right direction. Economic
challenges were identified as the primary concern by
40 percent of respondents, followed by political unrest
and law and order issues. Additionally, the majority
supported banning partisan student and teacher
politics in educational institutions. [The Daily Star]

However, Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir criticized attempts
to extend the interim government'’s rule indefinitely.
He questioned the legitimacy of the survey, expressing
skepticism about the sources of the data and asserting
that the public would not accept such an arrangement.
Fakhrul also raised concerns about misleading
statements from influential figures promoting new
political parties and reforms, questioning their
authority and impartiality. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Un fact-finding team starts
work, seeks first-hand information

(Im) A UN fact-finding team has commenced an
independent investigation into alleged human rights
violations that took place during the protests in
Bangladesh between July 1 and August 15, 2024. The
investigation was launched at the invitation of
Bangladesh’s interim government following
widespread demonstrations, which resulted in
numerous reports of human rights abuses, including
violence, unlawful detentions, and use of excessive
force by law enforcement.

The UN Human Rights Office has clarified that the fact-
finding mission is not a criminal investigation, but
rather an independent and impartial inquiry meant to
establish facts, identify responsibilities, and analyze
the root causes of the alleged human rights violations.
The UN's mandate in this investigation is to provide
concrete recommendations to the Bangladeshi
government to address past human rights violations
and prevent similar occurrences in the future. [Dhaka
Tribune]
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Bangladesh: USD 75,000 worth of
belongings missing from Parliament after
unrest

(Im) Around BDT 9 million (USD 75,600) worth of office
and personal belongings from the Bangladesh
Parliament Secretariat have reportedly gone missing,
as revealed during a briefing at the National
Parliament on September 4. The loss was attributed to
political unrest on August 5, when a scattered crowd
entered the parliament building, leading to the
disappearance of money, computers, and other
valuable items.

In response, the Parliament Secretariat has formed
three committees to inspect damaged and missing
items across various offices and residential areas,
including MPs' residences. These committees will
submit reports for further action. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: 200 headteachers in limbo
due to gazette delay

(Im) Over 200 headteachers appointed to non-cadre
posts in government primary schools in Bangladesh
have been in limbo for more than six years due to
delays in being recognized as gazetted officers, despite
a High Court verdict in their favor. These teachers were
recruited through the 34th BCS non-cadre process in
2017 but were given third-class, non-gazetted
positions, contrary to the recruitment rules that
specified first or second-class gazetted positions.

The teachers filed a petition with the High Court in
2018, which ruled in their favor, directing that they be
promoted to second-class gazetted positions. Despite
this ruling, and a subsequent order from the Appellate
Division upholding the decision, bureaucratic issues
between the Public Service Commission (PSC) and the
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education have delayed
implementation.

Teachers claim there are numerous vacant positions
for assistant upazila education officers, which could
resolve the issue, but no action has been taken. The
PSC has acknowledged receiving the teachers'
application and stated that the matter is under review.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Two cops claim arrest over
demand for independent police
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commission

(Im) Two police personnel told a Dhaka court they were
arrested for advocating for an independent police
commission. The officers were detained from their
respective police lines in Jashore and Dhaka under
charges of tarnishing the image of the police force
through provocative posts on Facebook, a violation of
the Cyber Security Act.

During the court hearing, they defended their actions,
stating they had not committed any crimes but merely
called for reforms. The officers also claimed they were
denied the chance to contact their families until the
magistrate ordered a phone to be provided. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Experts call for overhaul of
surveillance, privacy laws at roundtable

(Im) At a roundtable titled "A New Digital Vision for a
New Bangladesh," experts expressed concern over
Bangladesh's legal and constitutional framework,
which they claim enables state surveillance and fails to
protect citizens' privacy and data rights. The event,
organized by Tech Global Institute and The Daily Star,
highlighted that laws like the Competition Act and
Digital Security Act are outdated and inadequate for
the digital age, often encouraging anti-competitive
practices and criminalizing dissent.

Speakers, including Transparency International
Bangladesh's Iftekharuzzaman, called for an overhaul
of laws related to freedom of expression and data
protection. They criticized the previous government's
use of surveillance to suppress opposition and urged
the immediate cessation of spyware like Pegasus.
Barrister Sara Hossain and Shahidul Alam raised
concerns about the lack of transparency in data
collection, while other panelists emphasized the need
for individual data ownership and better digital literacy
to combat misinformation.

The roundtable concluded with calls for stronger
privacy protections, withdrawal of controversial cyber
laws, and a reevaluation of the country's surveillance
systems. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Journalists' forums demand
immediate withdrawal of false cases
against members
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(Im) Both the Economic Reporters' Forum (ERF) and the
Law Reporters Forum (LRF) have expressed deep
concern over the increasing trend of filing false or
baseless cases against journalists, viewing it as a threat
to freedom of expression and justice. In separate
statements, both organizations condemned the
inclusion of their members in ongoing legal cases
without specific charges, urging the government to
protect journalists' rights and ensure that media
professionals can work without fear of harassment or
persecution. They emphasized that such actions not
only target individual journalists but also hinder the
broader objective of establishing a rights-based society
and upholding the rule of law. [The Daily Star 1] [Dhaka
Tribune]

In a recent example, a Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) leader filed a defamation case against three
journalists in Cumilla, accusing them of publishing false
claims. The case names Weekly Amod editor MA Rabbi,
Managing Editor Mohiuddin Molla, and reporter
Taybur Rahman Sohel, alleging they falsely reported
that BNP leaders helped a local lawmaker cross the
Indian border, a claim the petitioner says is damaging
to the BNP's reputation in Cumilla. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Thousands of Hindus protest
over demand for new minority law, justice

(Im) Thousands of Hindus in Dhaka and Chattogram,
Bangladesh, protested on September 13 and
September 14, demanding swift justice through a fast-
track tribunal for those responsible for recent attacks
on their community following the ouster of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on August 5. The protests -
triggered by a televised address by interim leader
Muhammad Yunus, who urged national religious
harmony - also called for a new minority protection
law, compensation for victims, and the establishment
of a ministry for minority affairs.

Participants vowed to remain until their demands were
addressed, including compensation for victims and the
introduction of a new minority protection law. They
rejected claims that they were acting as "agents" for
political entities, asserting their right to advocate for
their community’s needs.

In Chattogram, protesters emphasized their identity as
"Bangali" and expressed frustration with media
portrayals of their situation, urging authorities to heed
reports from local news outlets like Prothom Alo. In
Dhaka, the Sanatani Odhikar Andolan, a coalition of
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Hindu groups, organized the protest, which disrupted
traffic at the Shahbag intersection.

Internationally, the Paris-based Justice Makers
Bangladesh (JMBF) condemned the attacks on
minorities, characterizing them as severe human rights
violations. The protests reflect ongoing tensions in
Bangladesh following political upheaval and a
perceived lack of protection for minority communities.
[Business Standard] [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Ousted Awami League govt
behind 800 enforced disappearances

(Im) The joint secretary general of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, accused the
ousted Awami League (AL) government of former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of orchestrating the
enforced disappearances of at least 800 BNP leaders
and activists and conducting extrajudicial killings over
the past 15 years.

Rizvi made these claims during a visit to the home of of
a day laborer injured during a clash with AL supporters
and law enforcement in Dinajpur. The man had to sell
his newborn daughter to fund his medical treatment.
Rizvi condemned the AL government for such tragedies
and accused Hasina's administration of taking large
loans, claiming that 95 percent of the funds were
looted by her family and party members. [The Daily
Star 1]

Inquiry commission: Report info about enforced
disappearances

In related updates, Bangladesh's interim government
has issued a public appeal for information on enforced
disappearances, urging victims, families, and witnesses
to provide details to the Commission of Inquiry on
Enforced Disappearances. The commission,
established to investigate cases involving law
enforcement agencies from 2010 to August 5, 2024,
includes agencies like the police, RAB, and DGFI.

Additionally, the Supreme Court (SC) administration
has submitted a memorandum listing 64 forcibly
disappeared persons to the commission for further
action. The memorandum, prepared by family
members of the disappeared, outlines their financial
and emotional struggles and requests prosecution of
those responsible, financial compensation, and
government support for legal cases. The commission,
headed by Justice Moyeenul Islam Chowdhury, was
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formed on August 27 following instructions from the
chief justice. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: 5-member committee formed
to address appeals of retired officials
deprived under Awami League

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government has formed a
five-member committee to review the appeals of
retired government officials who claim they were
denied promotions and service benefits during the
previous Awami League-led government. The
committee, led by former finance secretary Zakir
Ahmed Khan, will focus only on retired officials and has
been tasked with concluding the review within three
months.

The Ministry of Public Administration has received
around 2,500 appeals from affected officials, and the
committee will recommend compensation where
appropriate. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Army forcibly retires three
former Director General

(Im) The Bangladesh Army has forcibly retired three
former Directors General (DG) of the Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI): Lt Gen Md Saiful
Alam, Lt Gen Ahmed Tabrez Shams Chowdhury, and
Major Gen Hamidul Haque. Additionally, Lt Gen
Mujibur Rahman, a former Director General of the
Special Security Force (SSF), has been dismissed from
the army. These actions were taken under Section
289(A) of Army Regulations, which pertains to
misconduct and inefficiency.

Saiful, who had been appointed as DG of DGFI in 2020,
was posted to the foreign ministry after the fall of the
Awami League government in August 2024. His bank
accounts, along with those of his family, were frozen
by the Bangladesh Financial Intelligence Unit earlier in
September. Tabrez, appointed as DG of DGFI in 2021,
and Hamidul, appointed in 2022, were both removed
from key army positions after the fall of Sheikh
Hasina's regime. Mujibur Rahman, previously
quartermaster general and DG of the SSF, was also
transferred following the change in government. [The
Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Further delays loom for
Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant launch as
foreign workers exit

(Im) The launch of Bangladesh's Rooppur nuclear
power plant faces additional delays after foreign
workers, crucial to the project, left the country
following the fall of the Awami League government.
The construction of the transmission line, vital for
connecting the USD 12.65 billion plant to the national
grid, has come to a halt. The Indian contractor,
Transrail Lighting, paused work due to safety concerns
and flooding in the Padma River. So far, only 38
percent of the Padma river crossing and less than 25
percent of the Jamuna river crossing lines have been
completed.

With the absence of 150 foreign workers, including
Indians and Indonesians, the timeline for resuming
and completing the work remains uncertain. The
plant's first unit, originally slated for launch in 2023,
now faces significant delays, with the December 2024
deadline unlikely to be met. The 1,200 MW plant, a
flagship project of the Awami League government, is
being constructed with a USD 11.38 billion soft loan
from Russia. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Home Advisor urges Coast
Guard to prevent fertilizer, Hilsa fish
smuggling

(Im) On September 16, 2024, Home Adviser Lt Gen Md
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury (retd) urged the Bangladesh
Coast Guard to work diligently to prevent the
smuggling of fertilizer and Hilsa fish through river and
marine routes. He highlighted that the government
had stopped exporting Hilsa to India this year due to
local demand and ensured adequate fertilizer stock
despite financial challenges. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: 144 firearms recovered in 10
days, 64 arrested

(Im) As of September 14, a joint operation by law
enforcement and security agencies in Bangladesh has
resulted in the arrest of 64 individuals and the
recovery of 144 firearms over the past 10 days. The
recovered weapons include revolvers, pistols, rifles,
shotguns, an AK-47, and a tear gas launcher. This
follows the interim government's suspension of
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firearm licenses issued during the ousted Awami
League’s tenure, with civilians required to surrender
their firearms by September 3.

The joint operation, involving the armed forces, police,
and other security agencies, is also focused on
recovering illegal firearms and weapons stolen or lost
from security forces. Of the 5,818 firearms and over
600,000 bullets looted following the fall of Sheikh
Hasina's government, nearly 4,000 firearms and over
300,000 bullets have been recovered so far. [The Daily
Star]

Meanwhile, the Chief Prosecutor of the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT), Advocate Md Tajul Islam, raised
concerns about the use of Chinese rifles by the police
during the mass protests, stating that the former
Awami League government must explain how these
weapons were supplied. He also emphasized the need
for more investigating officers and lawyers for the
prosecution. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Interim leader Yunus visits
Army headquarters for the first time

(Im) On September 15, Bangladesh's interim leader
Muhammad Yunus made his first visit to the army
headquarters, where he was briefed on key national
security matters. He was welcomed by Chief of Army
Staff General Waker-Uz-Zaman. Senior officials,
including the Foreign Affairs and Home Affairs
Advisers, as well as the Navy and Air Force Chiefs, were
also present during the visit. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Highest single-day Dengue
death toll in 2024

(Im) On September 16, Bangladesh recorded its highest
single-day dengue fatalities of the year, with five
deaths reported, raising the total death toll to 102 in
2024, according to the Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS). Between September 15 and 16, 534
new patients were hospitalized, bringing the total
number of cases to 16,819, with 9,527 of these
reported outside the capital, Dhaka. Currently, 1,664
patients are undergoing treatment, including 726 being
treated outside Dhaka. [The Daily Star]
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Bhutan: Mass embezzlement of
monument fees involves police, tourist
guides, and officials

(Im) An investigation into the embezzlement of
monument fees at Bhutan's iconic sites, involving 37
police personnel, 377 tourist guides and drivers, and
five counter officials, has been forwarded to the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC). The probe, which began
in June and July, revealed large-scale fraud at
Taktshang Monastery in Paro and Punakha Dzong.

In Paro, 33 police officers were dismissed without
benefits after being found guilty of bribery and
misappropriation, embezzling around BTN 4 million
(USD 48,000) since September 2022. The total amount
embezzled across all involved parties reached BTN 12
million (USD 144,000). In Punakha, four police officers
siphoned BTN 170,000 (USD 2,040) and were also
terminated.

Tourist guides, drivers, and counter officials were
implicated in the schemes, but the exact amounts
embezzled in Punakha are unclear. The case has been
passed to the ACC for further investigation. Monument
fees, collected for conservation purposes, were
introduced in 2016 and range from BTN 500 (USD 6) to
BTN 1,000 (USD 12) per person. The ACC has
confirmed it is investigating the case. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Divorce outside court raises
concerns

(Im) A growing number of individuals in Bhutan are
bypassing courts to settle divorces through legal firms
or lawyers without proper court notarization,
particularly for those without marriage certificates
(MC). The Bar Council of Bhutan (BCB) and the Judiciary
have issued warnings against this practice, stressing
that divorce agreements finalized outside of court are
not legally valid without court notarization.

The 1980 Marriage Act of Bhutan outlines fines and
procedures for divorces involving couples without an
MC, reinforcing the importance of court oversight in
such cases. Fines under the Act range from BTN 200
(USD 2.40) for divorces within three years of marriage
without an MC, BTN 400 (USD 4.80) for divorces within
seven years, and BTN 600 (USD 7.20) for divorces after
more than seven years. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: USD 240 million second phase of
small hydro projects to kick off by
October

(Im) Bhutan is set to begin the second phase of its
small hydropower project development, with an
estimated budget of BTN 20 billion (USD 240 million),
starting by October 2024. This phase involves the
construction of five small hydropower projects: 90MW
Jomori, 54MW Gamri, 26MW Druk Bindu | & II, and
25MW Begana. Access roads for the Jomori and Druk
Bindu | & Il projects are already under construction.

Druk Hydro Energy Ltd (DHyE), a subsidiary of Druk
Green Power Corporation, is overseeing the projects.
Tender evaluations for civil works contracts are
expected to be completed by October, with further
bids for electro-mechanical components to follow. The
projects are open to domestic contractors to build
local capacity.

The government is also securing financing from
various international institutions, including Indian
banks, the European Investment Bank, and the Asian
Development Bank, to fund both small hydropower
and solar projects. Additionally, 10 large hydropower
projects will be initiated under the 13th Plan, including
the 2,800 MW Kuri-Gongri and 2,585 MW Sankosh
projects. [Kuensel]

India: Political shifts in Jammu and
Kashmir

(cr/Im) The political landscape in India’s Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) union territory is undergoing significant
change ahead of the 2024 state elections, the first such
polls after years of political upheaval and direct control
by New Delhi.

The elections, set to take place in three phases on
September 18, 25, and October 1, come after a
decade-long gap since the last regional elections held
in 2014. Following the collapse of the coalition
government in 2018, the region has been without an
elected assembly. The 2019 revocation of J&K's special
constitutional status further fueled political instability,
tensions, and an increase in violence, particularly in
border areas.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, is central to the political discourse in
the region due to its 2019 decision to revoke J&K's
autonomy. The BJP is now competing against the
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National Conference (NC), which is aligned with the
Indian National Congress (INC). The BJP's campaign is
focused on security concerns and promises of
development, particularly in the Hindu-majority Jammu
area, where it enjoys stronger support. Modi has
claimed that his government’s policies have made the
region more prosperous and that terrorism in J&K'is
nearing its end.

However, local opposition leaders have criticized the
BJP for making false promises and failing to hold
elections for a decade despite its claims of improving
the situation. Critics also accuse the federal
government of human rights violations since 2019,
though the BJP claims that peace has been restored
and tourism has rebounded.

The upcoming elections also signal a broader political
shift, with parties such as the Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference (NC), the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), and the INC all competing for power
alongside the BJP. [The Straits Times 1] [Deutsche
Welle] [Voice of America]

Political startups bleed support over suspected Delhi ties

Notably, new political parties like the Jammu and
Kashmir Apni Party (JKAP), which was founded in 2020,
are losing support ahead of the elections. JKAP initially
sought to bridge the gap between the region and New
Delhi, attracting politicians from established parties
like NC and PDP. However, the party's poor
performance in national elections and perceived ties to
Modi's BJP have led to internal fragmentation, with
multiple resignations. Other new political groups,
including the Democratic Progressive Azad Party, face
similar challenges, as many suspect covert alliances
with the BJP. The Jammu Kashmir Peoples Conference,
led by Sajad Lone, is also seeing a decline due to
Lone's perceived closeness to Modi. [Voice of America]

Two soldiers killed days ahead of polls

Ahead of the polls, a recent gunfight occurred in
Kashmir between Indian soldiers and suspected
militants on September 13, resulting in the deaths of
two soldiers and injuries to two others. [The Straits
Times 2]

India: Supreme Court grants bail to
opposition leader Arvind Kejriwal

(Im) India’s Supreme Court has granted bail to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, a prominent opposition
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leader, nearly six months after his arrest in a high-
profile corruption case.

Kejriwal, the leader of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and
a central figure in the opposition alliance challenging
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was arrested in March
2024, just weeks before India’s general elections. His
arrest, over allegations related to a controversial liquor
policy implemented in 2021, raised questions about
the timing, with his party calling it a politically
motivated move orchestrated by the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

The case against Kejriwal stems from accusations that
his government accepted bribes from liquor
contractors, allegedly receiving INR 1 billion
(approximately USD 12 million) in kickbacks after
liberalizing the sale of alcohol and relinquishing
government control over the sector. The charges, filed
by the Directorate of Enforcement (India’s financial
crimes agency), have been vehemently denied by
Kejriwal and AAP, who claim the case is part of a
broader political strategy to weaken opposition parties
ahead of the elections.

The AAP has described the charges as baseless and
framed the case as an effort to undermine the party’s
growing influence. Kejriwal's release is expected to
reinvigorate the AAP, particularly as it gears up for
regional elections in Haryana, where the party is
looking to expand its footprint. His ability to campaign
is likely to bolster the party’'s morale after months of
being embroiled in legal battles.

The ruling BJP, however, has maintained that Kejriwal's
bail does not equate to innocence, with party officials
stressing that the legal process must take its course.
[Al Jazeera]

India: Supreme Court hears Kolkata
doctor rape, murder case

(Im) India’s Supreme Court on September 17 ordered
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to submit a
status report on its investigation into the rape and
murder of a trainee doctor at Kolkata's RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital. The investigation has uncovered
disturbing details, including possible financial
irregularities and concerns about safety in West
Bengal's healthcare system. Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud emphasized that revealing too much
information at this stage could jeopardize the
investigation. [Business Standard]
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The Supreme Court hearing took place against the
backdrop of ongoing protests by doctors in West
Bengal state demanding better safety measures and
infrastructure. Despite an ultimatum from a three-
judge Bench, led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, on
September 9 for protesting doctors to return to duty
by September 10, the protests, which began after the
discovery of the 31-year-old victim’s body on August 9,
have continued.

The protests have significantly impacted the state's
healthcare system, with the West Bengal government
reporting that 23 people have died due to lack of
medical services. However, the doctors argue that
emergency services remain operational, and senior
doctors are providing care through telemedicine. The
protesters have refused to negotiate with the
government unless the meeting is broadcast live, a
condition that authorities rejected.

The protests, mainly concentrated in Kolkata, have
drawn broad support from health workers and the
public, with over 300 rallies held in the city. Despite
accusations from a state minister that the protests
have been politicized, the doctors insist they are not
aligned with any political party. They remain resolute,
demanding action before they return to work, citing
fears for their safety following the brutal murder of
their colleague. [The Hindu] [BBC]

India: Former head of R.G. Kar College
charged with alleged evidence tampering
in rape case

(cr) India’s federal police have charged Sandip Ghosh,
the former head of R.G. Kar Medical College in Kolkata,
with tampering with evidence related to the rape and
murder of a junior female doctor. The case has
sparked nationwide protests demanding justice and
improved safety for women in the workplace. Ghosh,
already in custody for suspected corruption, faces
additional charges for allegedly delaying the victim's
death declaration and filing a report, leading to the
destruction of key evidence. Abhijit Mondal, the local
police officer responsible for the area, was also
arrested for failing to protect the crime scene. Protests
by junior doctors in West Bengal continue until justice
is served. [Reuters]

India: BJP concedes chair of four
Parliamentary Standing Committees to
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opposition Congress party

(Im) After prolonged negotiations, India’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has agreed to let the
opposition Indian National Congress (INC) chair four
Parliamentary Standing Committees: External Affairs,
Agriculture, Rural Development, and Education. The
BJP will retain leadership of the Finance and Defence
panels, while the Samajwadi Party will head the Health
Committee, and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and Trinamool Congress will each chair one
committee.

The INC initially sought control over key panels,
including Defence and Finance, but the BJP refused,
citing Congress's leadership of the Public Accounts
Committee, which audits government expenditure. The
24 Department-related Standing Committees, split
between Parliament's lower and upper houses, serve
as non-partisan bodies for scrutinizing government
activities. The INC, with just four panel chairs, faces the
challenge of balancing regional and caste
considerations when selecting leaders for these
positions. [The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court dismisses plea to
halt Indian firms’ supply of arms to Israel
during Gaza conflict

(Im) The Supreme Court of India dismissed a petition
on September 9 seeking to halt Indian companies'
arms exports to Israel during the ongoing Gaza
conflict. Filed by former diplomats, academics, and
activists, the petition urged the cancellation of existing
licenses and prevention of new ones, arguing that
India is bound by international laws, including the
Genocide Convention, to avoid supplying arms that
could be used in war crimes. However, the court, led
by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, ruled that foreign
policy decisions, such as arms exports, fall under the
government's domain and not the judiciary. The court
emphasized that such matters of national interest and
diplomacy must be evaluated by the government. [The
Hindu]

India: Leader of largest communist party
dies

(Im) Sitaram Yechury, the general secretary of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) or CPI (M), passed
away at the age of 72 due to an acute respiratory tract
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infection. Tributes poured in from various political
leaders, including Rahul Gandhi and Mamata Banerjee,
acknowledging Yechury's contributions to national
politics.

He was a significant figure in Indian politics for
decades, playing a key role in coalition governments
and the Left movement. Yechury began his political
journey as a student leader and was arrested during
the Emergency in 1975. Throughout his career, he
contributed to forming coalitions, most notably the 13-
party alliance that governed India from 1996 to 1998.

In 2004, under Yechury's leadership, the CPI(M)
achieved a historic win of 44 parliamentary seats and
supported the Congress-led government without
taking ministerial positions. However, the party
withdrew its support in 2008 over opposition to the
Indo-US nuclear deal, a controversial decision. Yechury
became CPI(M) general secretary in 2015, but by then,
the party had lost its strongholds and parliamentary
presence. [BBC]

India: ‘Sensitive material’ delaying
clearance of Collegium’s
recommendations

(Im) The Attorney General of India, R. Venkataramani,
informed the Supreme Court that "sensitive material"
held by the government is causing delays in clearing
the Collegium's recommendations for appointing Chief
Justices to High Courts. During a hearing before a
Bench led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud,
Venkataramani requested to submit this information
and his suggestions in a sealed cover for the judges'
review. The case will be discussed further on
September 20.

This update came in response to a petition by advocate
Harsh Vibhore Singhal, which seeks a deadline for the
government to clear Collegium recommendations,
arguing that delays undermine judicial independence
and the constitutional order. The court previously
noted that such delays create the perception of third-
party interference in judicial appointments. [The
Hindu]

India: Supreme Court lists names of 27
judges who declared assets but not their
assets
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(Im) In a recent update on the Supreme Court of India's
website, it was revealed that 27 of the 33 current
judges, including Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud, have
declared their assets to the Chief Justice of India.
However, these asset declarations are not publicly
accessible, despite earlier practices where the
declarations of former judges were available. The
records of these former judges, which were publicly
available until a few months ago, have now been
removed as of August 2024. A Supreme Court official
clarified that public disclosure of judges' assets is
voluntary, although internal records are maintained.

This comes in the wake of a recommendation from the
Parliament’'s Committee on Personnel, Public
Grievances, and Law and Justice, which called for
mandatory asset disclosure for Supreme Court and
High Court judges. The Supreme Court had previously
resolved in 2009 that judges should voluntarily declare
their assets, but the practice of making these
declarations public ended in 2018.

Efforts to access the asset information through the
Right to Information (RTI) Act were recently denied by
the court, with officials stating that the information is
exempt from disclosure under the RTI Act. This
decision follows a 2019 ruling by a Supreme Court
bench, which included Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
D Y Chandrachud, declaring that the office of the Chief
Justice of India is a public authority under the RTI Act,
but cautioning against the use of RTI for surveillance of
the judiciary. Meanwhile, discussions in Parliament
continue, with calls for judges, like MPs and civil
servants, to mandatorily disclose their assets. [The
Indian Express]

India: Opposition parties name LGBTQ+
activists to key posts

(Im) India's main opposition Indian National Congress
(INC) party has established an internal group to
promote LGBTQ+ rights, appointing activist Mario da
Penha as head of its new unit under the All India
Professionals’ Congress. This move, a significant step
for queer inclusion in Indian politics, follows Congress's
promise to legalize civil unions for same-sex couples.

Additionally, Anish Gawande, an LGBTQ+ activist, was
named spokesperson for the opposition Nationalist
Congress Party, marking the first time a member of the
LGBTQ+ community has held such a role in a major
political party.
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These actions come after India's Supreme Court
declined to legalize same-sex marriage last year,
leaving the decision to parliament. The federal
government has implemented several inclusive
measures, such as allowing same-sex couples to access
government programs and medical care without
discrimination, but has not yet proposed legislation to
recognize same-sex marriages. [Voice of America]

India: Navy commanders meet to address
Bangladesh crisis, growing Chinese
influence

(Im) The Indian Navy's top commanders began a four-
day meeting on September 17 to assess the regional
security situation, with a focus on the regime change in
Bangladesh and the increasing influence of extremist
radical groups there. Another key issue under
discussion is China's growing military support to
Pakistan and its activities in the region. The agenda
includes reviewing naval operations in the Gulf of Aden
and deliberating on the creation of new theatre
commands.

The meeting, held at the new Naval Headquarters in
Delhi, marks the first since Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi
assumed the role of Chief of Naval Staff. It follows

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh's call for heightened
readiness in response to unexpected threats. [NDTV]

Maldives: Criminal Court decides to
postpone former President Yameen's trial

(Im/sa) The Criminal Court of the Maldives has decided
to postpone the trial of former President Abdulla
Yameen in connection with the Aarah case due to a
related case currently being heard by the Supreme
Court. Yameen, along with former Felidhoo MP Yoosuf
Naeem, is facing charges of accepting a bribe of USD 1
million and laundering this money in relation to the
lease of Vaavu atoll Aarah, an uninhabited island
intended for resort development.

The Aarah case is part of a broader corruption scandal
known as the Maldives Marketing and Public Relations
Corporation (MMPRC) corruption scandal, one of the
largest embezzlement cases in the country's history. In
this specific instance, Yameen is accused of taking a
bribe in connection with leasing Aarah Island for
development. The charges against him involve both
corruption and money laundering, with accusations
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that he accepted USD 1 million in illegal payments
during his presidency, which were allegedly routed
through intermediaries like Yoosuf Naeem.

In December 2022, the Criminal Court convicted both
Yameen and Naeem of these charges, sentencing
Yameen to 11 years in prison and imposing fines.
However, in an important turn of events in 2023, the
High Court overturned the convictions and ordered a
retrial, prohibiting the inclusion of new evidence in the
process. The High Court's ruling became a pivotal
factor in the State's appeal to the Supreme Court,
where the State sought permission to introduce new
evidence in the retrial.

The decision to postpone Yameen's retrial came after
his defense lawyers argued that the State's appeal in
the Supreme Court, which seeks to allow new
evidence, is closely linked to the ongoing trial in the
Criminal Court. The defense reasoned that the
outcome of the Supreme Court case could directly
affect the proceedings in the Criminal Court, making it
inappropriate to continue the trial until the higher
court reaches a decision. Yameen's legal team also
pointed out delays in receiving key evidence, including
video recordings of investigative proceedings, which
further complicated the trial. [the edition 1]

STELCO refutes Yameen's claims on unfair billing practices

Meanwhile, in response to allegations from Yameen,
STELCO (State Electric Company Limited) has firmly
defended its billing practices. Yameen's claims
suggested that the company had ceased household
visits for meter readings and was unfairly allocating
increased electricity consumption costs in Male' to
household bills. [the edition 2]

Maldives: PNC celebrates democratic
reforms; opposition concerned about
potential backsliding

(sa) In the Maldives, the ruling People's National
Congress (PNC) has expressed strong support for
President Mohamed Muizzu's reform agenda,
emphasizing that these measures will usher in a new
era of democracy in the Maldives. In a statement on
International Democracy Day, the PNC praised
President Muizzu's efforts to cap the number of
parliamentary members, introduce conjoint elections,
and ensure that national decisions are aligned with the
public's will through the "Maldives First" policy.
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The party also highlighted President Muizzu's success
in securing the independence of the judiciary and
other key institutions, as well as empowering local
councils to generate revenue and operate more
autonomously. The PNC claimed that political influence
over the courts has been eliminated and that state
institutions are no longer used to imprison political
rivals. [the edition 1]

However, opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail has voiced concerns
about potential democratic backsliding. Fayyaz
highlighted the importance of safeguarding democratic
gains and reiterated the need for continued vigilance
to protect the freedoms achieved through years of
struggle. [the edition 2]

Maldives: President Muizzu calls for
Islamic foundation in democratic system

(Im) President Mohamed Muizzu emphasized the need
for the Maldives' democratic system to be founded on
Islamic principles. In a message marking International
Democracy Day, he expressed that the nation's
governance should align with Islamic values, as well as
the traditions and customs of its people. [avas]

Maldives: Judiciary Committee approves
nomination of Abbas Shareef as new
Prosecutor General

(sa) The Maldives' Parliament Judiciary Committee has
approved the nomination of Abbas Shareef as the new
Prosecutor General (PG). Abbas, who currently serves
as Legal Secretary at the President's Office and was
previously a High Court judge, was the sole nominee
for the post, forwarded by President Mohamed
Muizzu.

Abbas underwent an interview with the Judiciary
Committee, where he scored 93.91 percent. His
nomination was supported by both government and
opposition members, including those from the
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP). The final
parliamentary vote on his appointment will take place
in an extraordinary session. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament completes work on
amendment to Companies Act
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(Im) The Maldives' Parliament has completed work on
an amendment to the Companies Act, which aims to
shorten the deadlines for appointing Managing
Directors and Directors to company boards. Proposed
by Feydhoo MP Ismail Nizar on behalf of the
government, the amendment reduces the window for
appointments from 30 days to 10 days.

Additionally, the amendment shortens the notice
periods for general and extraordinary company
meetings. The general meeting notice period will be
reduced from 21 days to 3 days, while the notice for
extraordinary general meetings will be cut from 14
days to 7 days.

The amendment was quickly reviewed by the Economic
Committee, with no further changes, and is now set for
a parliamentary vote. [the edition]

Maldives: Civil court orders state to pay
over USD 52,000 for procedural delay

(sa) The Civil Court of Maldives has mandated the state
to pay over MVR 800,000 (approximately USD 52,000)
due to its failure to respond within the prescribed
timeframe. This payment is for unpaid fees claimed by
a company working on the Green Office Building
project. The Housing Ministry's lapse in meeting the
response deadline led to a verdict issued in absentia
by Judge Farhad Rasheed, who set a three-month
deadline for payment. The ruling, guided by the Civil
Procedure Act, also allows the defendant to request a
review within six months. [the edition]

Maldives: Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim
calls for local appointments at BML

(sa) In a recent extraordinary parliamentary session,
Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim called for the
appointment of locals to senior positions at the Bank
of Maldives (BML). Nazim criticized the bank for its
reliance on foreign staff in key roles, such as the Credit
Control Manager, Operations Director, and Risk
Manager. He noted that these officials were out of the
country when a significant decision was made last
month to halt foreign transactions on Maldivian Rufiya
accounts, despite continuing to draw salaries of USD
15,000 per month.

Nazim urged the Parliament, the Ministry of Finance,
and the Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB)
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to consider ways to operate government-held shares
more effectively, advocating for greater Maldivian
involvement. [the edition]

This criticism follows recent developments at BML,
where CEO Karl Stumke announced his resignation on
September 9, 2024, amid growing scrutiny over the
bank’s operations, especially after its controversial
decision to limit foreign transactions on Maldivian
Rufiya-linked debit and credit cards. The move led to
widespread public backlash, particularly impacting
Maldivian students abroad. Following intervention by
the Maldives Monetary Authority, the bank reversed
the decision.

Stumke will continue in his role until an Extraordinary
General Meeting scheduled for September 21, after
which Deputy CEO Aishath Noordeen, who resigned
from the board in August, will serve as interim CEO.
[AIR No.36, September/2024, 1]

Maldives: Resignation of deputy ministers
following controversial remarks against
India’s Modi

(sa) Deputy Ministers Malsha Shareef and Mariyam
Shiuna, who were suspended in January for making
derogatory remarks about Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi concerning India's tourism expansion
in Lakshadweep, have resigned from their government
roles.

Despite their resignation occurring nine months after
their suspension from Deputy Minister positions in the
Ministry of Youth, the reasons behind their departure
remain undisclosed. Another Deputy Minister, Abdulla
Mahzoon Maajid, who was also suspended with pay
during this incident, has yet to resign.

The suspension of the three officials was a response to
public outcry over their social media criticisms, which
were believed to have negatively affected tourism in
the Maldives and damaged the country's international
reputation. [the edition]

Maldives: Human Rights Commission
addresses housing scheme concerns with
minister

(sa) The Human Rights Commission of Maldives
(HRCM) held a meeting with Housing Minister Dr. Ali
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Haidar Ahmed regarding the ongoing issues
surrounding the Gedhoruveriyaa Flat Scheme. This
investigation comes after concerns were raised over
the allocation of 4,000 flats under the scheme, which
was launched during former President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih's administration.

The project, funded by a USD 227 million loan from
India's Exim Bank, aims to provide 4,000 flats across 32
towers. However, the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACQ) intervened, citing that 60 percent of the
recipients in the previously announced list were not
eligible for the scheme. As a result, the current
government decided to re-review over 20,000
applications submitted in the first round.

HRCM sought information on the Ministry's plans to
address these concerns, while Minister Haidar
emphasized that resolving the issue is a priority and
the Ministry is working collaboratively with relevant
agencies. The revised list of recipients is expected to
be released soon. [the edition]

Maldives: Ministry defends Athika amid
harassment allegations; no formal
complaints lodged

(Im) The Ministry of Dhivehi Language, Culture, and
Heritage has defended its Acting Permanent Secretary,
Athika Ibrahim, who is under investigation by the Civil
Service Commission (CSC) following a petition from 22
ministry employees accusing her of harassment and
bullying. Minister Adam Naseer stated that no formal
complaints had been lodged against Athika within the
ministry and praised her as a diligent and hardworking
employee. The minister emphasized that the ministry
had not officially been informed of any allegations
against her.

The employees who filed the petition expressed
concerns that the workplace had become disruptive
due to bullying, making it difficult to perform their
duties. Athika was appointed as Acting Permanent
Secretary on August 29, and despite the accusations,
the ministry continues to support her work. [the
edition]

Maldives: Shimadh Ibrahim appointed as
chairperson of Fenaka Corporation
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(sa) Shimadh Ibrahim, Chairman of the State Trading
Organization (STO), has been appointed as the new
Chairperson of Fenaka Corporation, a state-owned
utility company in the Maldives responsible for
providing essential services to many of the country's
inhabited islands. This appointment is part of ongoing
efforts to transition Fenaka into a subsidiary of STO, a
process expected to be completed by January 2025.

Additionally, two new members have been appointed
to Fenaka's board of directors: Mohamed Nizam, STO's
Chief Financial Officer, and Ahmed Mazin, the State
Minister from the Finance Ministry.

Until the full transfer to STO occurs, an interim board
composed of directors from STO, the Finance Ministry,
and the Environment Ministry will oversee Fenaka.
Once the transfer is finalized, the Board of Directors
will be appointed following STO's Governance Code
and policies for subsidiary companies. [the edition]

Maldives: Maafushi Council accused of
misleading audit

(Im) The Auditor General's report revealed that the
Maafushi Council attempted to mislead auditors during
the 2021 financial audit and the 2020 compliance
audit. The council provided false information about
income from ID card transactions and failed to
maintain proper financial records as required. Despite
repeated requests for accurate details, the council
continued to give misleading data. The Auditor General
recommended the council be more transparentin
future audits and urged the Finance Ministry to take
action based on these findings. [avas]

Maldives: National Security Council gains
expanded powers for direct project
procurement without bidding

(sa) The Ministry of Finance has revised the State
Financial Regulations, specifically expanding the
powers of the National Security Council (NSC) under
Article 10.20(d). The updated regulation now allows the
NSC to directly select specific entities for single-source
procurement, bypassing the need for competitive
bidding. Previously, such contracts were restricted to
government-majority-owned companies or police and
military cooperative societies.
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Additionally, Article 10.49(d) grants the NSC authority
to modify prices, change contract durations, and even
terminate agreements, powers that were previously
held by contracting ministries and their bid
committees. [the edition]

Maldives: Student loan payments delayed,
leaving students feeling helpless

(Im) The Ministry of Higher Education in the Maldives
has faced significant delays in processing student loan
payments for the 1,709 recipients who qualified this
year, despite initially planning for only 500 slots. As a
result, many students have been left feeling helpless,
with some forced to delay or make alternative
arrangements for their studies. [the edition]

Maldives: Immigration Watch receives
over 600 reports

(Im) The Immigration Watch initiative, launched on July
17, has received over 600 reports regarding
immigration violations in the Maldives. As of
September 10, 626 reports have been filed, with 496
cases currently under investigation. Of these, 105 are
being verified, while 25 were found to be unrelated to
immigration issues.

Immigration Watch allows individuals to anonymously
report illegal immigrants or smuggling attempts, and
the platform is available 24/7. It also enables users to
upload information and photos when submitting
reports. [avas 1]

As part of a broader crackdown on illegal immigration,
authorities have raided 266 locations, resulting in the
deportation of 3,542 foreigners. A recent special
operation in Malé targeted illegal immigrants and
unsafe living conditions. This effort led to the arrest of
13 illegal immigrants following raids on three
properties.

Additionally, Maldives Immigration has warned
property owners who lease accommodations to illegal
immigrants, emphasizing that action will be taken
under Article 33 of the Immigration Act if public safety
is endangered. [avas 2]
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Maldives: Government confident of
economic recovery despite rating
downgrade

(sa/lm) The Maldives' Finance Ministry remains
optimistic about the country's economic outlook,
despite a recent downgrade in its credit rating by
Moody's. The downgrade, which lowered the Maldives
rating from "CAA1" to "CAA2," was driven by concerns
over foreign exchange reserves, trade and budget
deficits, and delays in fiscal reforms.

In response, the ministry expressed confidence in
addressing the nation's financial and debt challenges
through technical measures and reforms, aided by
multilateral agencies. The government is also
committed to reducing poverty and improving living
standards, especially for vulnerable populations.

Additionally, the government is implementing changes
to state-owned enterprises (SOEs) to alleviate financial
pressure and is seeking financial assistance from
international investors and partner countries.
Promising developments in tourism and revenue
management are expected to support economic
recovery. [avas]

Parallelly, Minister of Foreign Affairs Moosa Zameer
has echoed the government's optimism about
overcoming the current economic difficulties,
highlighting that the Maldives does not plan to seek
assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Zameer, speaking during his visit to Sri Lanka, noted
that the economic challenges are temporary, primarily
due to a dip in reserves, which currently stand at USD
444 million, with USD 61 million in usable reserves. He
added that liquidity is expected to improve with
taxation reforms and cost-cutting measures in SOEs.
[the edition]

Maldives: High court rules qualifications
authority to recognize PhD certificates
from international program

(sa) The High Court has ruled that the Maldives
Quialifications Authority (MQA) must accept PhD
certificates from an international course previously
recognized but later revoked. The course, offered by a
Sri Lankan college in collaboration with a Philippines
institution, was initially approved for national
recognition by MQA in 2016. However, MQA withdrew
this recognition starting January 2018, only validating
certificates for those enrolled before this change.
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The case was brought to court by three individuals
whose certificates were refused validation by MQA in
2021. The Civil Court initially ruled against mandating
the recognition of these certificates but ordered MQA
to compensate for any damages caused. The High
Court overturned this decision, emphasizing that new
policies should not retroactively affect qualifications
earned under previous rules.

The High Court's ruling, delivered by Judges Abdul
Maniu Hussain, Hussain Majeedh, and Huzaifa
Mohamed, mandates MQA to recognize the PhD
certificates of the appellants. MQA has announced its
intention to appeal the decision to the Supreme Court,
arguing that the new ruling disregards the authority's
updated policies. [the edition 1] [the edition 2]

Maldives: Minister of Islamic Affairs
allocates funds to NGOs for religious
programs

(sa) Minister of Islamic Affairs Mohamed Shaheem Ali
Saeed announced a significant financial boost for
religious and social NGOs across the country, allocated
for the upcoming fiscal year. This decision was
revealed at the annual meeting of religious and social
organizations held at the Islamic Center.

Shaheem emphasized that the agreement for these
funds would be finalized during the ongoing meeting.
He assured attendees that the Ministry is committed to
supporting various efforts by NGOs, particularly in
teaching Salat and other religious education programs.
[the edition]

Maldives: Police recover stolen funds in
cybercrime case

(sa) The Maldives Police Service has successfully
recovered over MVR 10,000 (approximately USD 650)
stolen through a social media hacking scheme. The
perpetrator gained access to an individual's Facebook
and Viber accounts, impersonated the victim, and
scammed people out of money.

The police identified and recovered MVR 10,700
(approximately USD 700) from three accounts
associated with the scam. They also conducted a
search at an apartment linked to the case, recovering
ATM deposit slips, cash cards, and SIM cards from
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Dhiraagu and Ooredoo. No arrests have been made as
the investigation continues.

The recovery of stolen funds may drive discussions on
enhancing cybersecurity measures and increasing
resources for digital crime investigations, potentially
boosting public confidence in the police’s capabilities
to address cyber threats. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu directs price
controls on medicines to cut excessive
profits

(sa) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has instructed
authorities to enforce price controls on medicines to
prevent excessive profit margins. According to his
social media announcement, current medication prices
include profit margins ranging from 200 percent to
2000 percent, leading to significant costs for state
health insurance Aasandha. Implementing these
controls is expected to reduce expenses and reallocate
savings to enhance health services. Previous
regulations capped profit margins at 100 percent, but
implementation faced delays. [the edition]

Nepal: Ruling Nepali Congress president
urges application of founder’s ideology

(Im) Ruling Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur
Deuba emphasized the importance of strengthening
the party by fully embracing the ideology and vision of
its founding leader, BP Koirala, during a program
marking Koirala's 111th birth anniversary. Deuba
called on party leaders and supporters to draw
inspiration from BP's democratic struggles and launch
a campaign to highlight his contributions to
democracy, sustainable development, and literature,
aiming to solidify the Nepali Congress’ position as a
powerful political force. He also underscored the
continued relevance of BP's policy of national unity and
reconciliation.

NC General-Secretary Bishow Prakash Sharma echoed
these views, recognizing BP Koirala as a champion of
peace and reconciliation, whose contributions shaped
Nepal's parliamentary democratic system. Professor
Krishna Khanal, speaking at the event, urged Nepali
Congress members to remain vigilant and ready to
lead, emphasizing that the current Nepali Congress
has deviated from the political culture BP had once
established. [The Himalayan Times 1]
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BP Koirala's legacy stems from his leadership in the
1950 revolution against the Rana oligarchy, which
eventually led to the establishment of a democratic
system in Nepal. He became the first democratically
elected Prime Minister in 1959, although his
government was later dissolved by King Mahendra in a
royal coup in 1960. Despite imprisonment and exile, BP
continued to advocate for democracy, dialogue, and
reconciliation between political forces, including
monarchists and communists. His emphasis on
political cooperation, non-violence, and reconciliation
across party lines remains a central part of the NC's
political identity today.

Speaking at the same occasion, Nepali Congress
General-Secretary Gagan Kumar Thapa vowed to
prevent any further deterioration of the party. Thapa
described the party as a "house" for all and committed
to cleaning up internal issues within the organization.
He emphasized the need for ideological clarity, stating
that while the party formed alliances in the last
parliamentary election, it should focus on spreading its
ideology to villages and aim to contest future elections
independently. [The Himalayan Times 2]

Nepal: People's attraction to opposition
Maoist Centre increases, party chair
Dahal claims

(Im) Main opposition Maoist Centre Chairperson
Pushpa Kamal Dahal claimed that there is growing
public attraction toward the party across Nepal.
Speaking at a welcoming event for new party
members, Dahal attributed this increased support to
the performance of the Maoist-led government and its
focus on governance, social justice, and prosperity.

Dahal highlighted the party's commitment to
advocating for identity and its pivotal role in Nepal's
political transformation. He pointed to significant
milestones, including the People's War, the declaration
of a republic, and the establishment of federalism with
proportional and inclusive representation. [The
Himalayan Times]

In a separate address, Dahal indicated that the Maoist
Centre will not be joining any new ruling coalition or
government at this time. Speaking at a political training
program, he stressed the party's focus on grassroots
organization rather than power-sharing. He also urged
the ruling parties, Nepali Congress and the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), to refrain
from seeking the Maoist Centre's involvement in
coalition discussions. [Nepal News]
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Nepal: Cabinet Ministers sign
performance contracts

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli signed work
performance contracts with his Cabinet ministers on
September 12, outlining the key tasks and expected
achievements for their ministries during the fiscal year
2024-25. These contracts aim to support the national
vision of "Prosperous Nepal, Happy Nepali" by
ensuring the timely completion of infrastructure
projects and improving service delivery. The
performance agreements specify targets to be met
within the first 100 days (by October 22), the second
100 days (by January 25, 2025), and the remaining
fiscal year.

Chief Secretary Eaknarayan Aryal also signed a similar
agreement, and the ministers will now sign contracts
with their respective ministry secretaries. Some
ministers, including those responsible for Culture,
Tourism and Civil Aviation, Forest and Environment,
and Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, were
absent from the signing and will do so later.

This initiative continues a practice that began in the
mid-2000s in Nepal, with Oli being the first prime
minister to require ministers to sign contracts aimed at
meeting development goals, ensuring budget
expenditure, and promoting a transparent and
efficient bureaucracy. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nepali Congress joins Koshi
provincial government

(rsv) Nearly two months after the opposition
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) of former
Prime Minister Dahal exited the Koshi provincial
government, Chief Minister Hikmat Kumar Karki has
expanded his Cabinet by inducting three ministers and
one minister of state from the Nepali Congress. The
delay in the Cabinet expansion had stalled the Koshi
Assembly since June. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Minister Kurmi resigns amidst
controversy

(Im) Badshah Kurmi, the Minister for Forest and
Environment of Lumbini Province, resigned following
allegations of his involvement in a kidnapping and
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disappearance incident. Kurmi submitted his
resignation to Chief Minister Chet Narayan Acharya,
though it has not yet been accepted. He has faced
criticism since his appointment, with the Nepali
Congress leadership advising him to step down until
the legal case is resolved. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Local by-elections to be held on
December 1

(Im) The government of Nepal has scheduled local-level
by-elections for December 1. The Cabinet approved
the Election Commission’s proposal to fill 41 vacant
positions across various local government bodies.
These include two district coordination committee
chiefs, two chairs, four vice-chairs, and 10 ward chairs
in rural municipalities, as well as one mayor, one
deputy mayor, and 21 ward chairs in municipalities.

The Election Commission has been tasked with
preparing for the elections, with Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli calling for a free, fair, and peaceful election
process. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Opposition Maoist Centre’s student
wing gears up for general convention

(Im) The All Nepal National Independent Students'’
Union (Revolutionary), the student wing of the
opposition Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre)
of former Prime Minister Dahal, is preparing for its
general convention from September 18-21.

Five leaders are vying for the top position, including
current vice-chairpersons Naresh Regmi Sharma and
Keshab Rawal, general secretary Dipesh Pun, and vice-
chairpersons Narayan Khanal and Paban Karki.

The upcoming convention may break tradition by
selecting the leadership through voting rather than
being appointed by the Maoist Centre’s leadership, as
has been the practice in the past. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Justice Raut-led panel fails to
resolve dispute over law amendment

(Im) The Justice Prakash Man Singh Raut-led panel,
formed to resolve a dispute over amendments to
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Nepal's Judicial Council Regulations, has failed to reach
an agreement. The Nepal Bar Association, representing
lawyers, demanded the reversal of a 2023 regulation
that adjusted the ranking of judges, which they argue
is biased and unconstitutional. Despite 10 days of
discussions, the panel remained divided, leading to
two separate reports being submitted to Chief Justice
Bishowambhar Shrestha.

The disagreement centers on the ranking of judges,
particularly the placement of high court judges
appointed from the judicial service above those
appointed from among lawyers. The Nepal Bar
Association protests the ranking system, claiming it
undermines lawyers appointed as judges. The Judicial
Officers Society, however, supports maintaining the
current regulations.

The situation has created uncertainty over the
appointment of judges, with several vacancies in the
Supreme Court and high courts. The resolution now
lies in the hands of Chief Justice Shrestha, who aims to
fill these positions before his retirement in October.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Policymakers, experts join forces
to forge pathways for strengthening
digital platform governance

(Im) Policymakers, experts, and regulators gathered in
Kathmandu for a workshop on September 13-14 to
explore ways to strengthen digital platform
governance in Nepal with a focus on human-rights-
centered approaches. Organized by UNESCO, in
collaboration with Nepal's Federal Parliament and
Freedom Forum, the event addressed challenges like
content moderation, misinformation, hate speech, and
potential infringements on human rights, which have
become more prominent as digital media platforms,
particularly social media, grow in influence.

The workshop referenced UNESCO’s 2023 "Guidelines
for the Governance of Digital Platforms," which
advocate for freedom of expression and access to
information while addressing risks such as harmful
content. The event also emphasized the importance of
collective efforts from governments, platforms, and
civil society to create independent and global
governance systems. [The Himalayan Times]
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Nepal: Panel set up to settle dispute over
widening CIAA's jurisdiction

(Im/iz) A nine-member panel has been formed by
Nepal's State Affairs and Good Governance Committee
of the House of Representatives to resolve a dispute
over whether the Commission for the Investigation of
Abuse of Authority (CIAA) should be allowed to oversee
corruption in the private sector. The controversy arose
from a proposed amendment to the Corruption
Prevention Act of 2002, which would extend CIAA’s
jurisdiction to private entities that receive government
grants, such as banks and medical colleges.

Lawmakers from the ruling Nepali Congress and the
opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified
Socialist) oppose the amendment, arguing that private
sector oversight should be handled by existing
mechanisms like the Nepal Rastra Bank and the Nepal
Medical Council. In contrast, the ruling CPN (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) and the Rastriya
Swatantra Party support expanding the CIAA's
jurisdiction to prevent financial wrongdoing in private
entities receiving government funds.

While the amendment aligns with the UN Convention
Against Corruption, critics, including Transparency
International Nepal, argue that the CIAA lacks the
capacity to effectively oversee both government and
private sectors. They believe existing regulatory bodies
are sufficient for monitoring private entities. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: President Paudel receives CIAA report on
corruption reduction

In related updates, President Ramchandra Paudel
emphasized the need for transparency and efficiency
in the work of the CIAA during the submission of its
2023/24 annual report. He stressed that identifying,
investigating, and prosecuting corruption-related
offenses should be scientific, fact-based, and results-
oriented to maintain good governance. Paudel also
called for enhancing the professional capacity of CIAA
staff and institutional development.

He commended the commission for adopting
corruption control strategies and expressed
confidence that the government would address key
issues raised in the report effectively. [The Himalayan
Times]
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Nepal: Cooperatives fraud victims protest
with black flags outside RSP chief
Lamichhane’s event in Pokhara

(Im/iz) On September 10, victims of the Surya Darshan
Savings and Credit Cooperative staged a black flag
protest outside an event in Pokhara attended by
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) Chairman and former
home minister, Rabi Lamichhane. The protest was part
of an ongoing movement by depositors who accuse
Lamichhane of shielding GB Rai, the prime suspectin a
massive cooperative fraud case involving billions of
Nepali Rupees. The protesters demanded the arrest of
Rai and the return of their defrauded savings.

The Surya Darshan Savings and Credit Cooperative
scandal is part of a broader cooperative fraud crisis in
Nepal, where numerous cooperatives have failed to
return the savings of thousands of depositors, leading
to national outrage. This particular cooperative, based
in Pokhara, is accused of embezzling over NPR 1.1
billion (USD 8.14 million), impacting hundreds of
victims, many of whom are from marginalized
communities or have limited means. GB Rai, the
former chairman of Gorkha Media Network and
alleged mastermind of the scam, remains at large, with
an Interpol notice issued for his arrest. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Crucially, a parliamentary special committee recently
confirmed the involvement of Lamichhane in the
embezzlement of deposits from various cooperatives
in Nepal. The report, submitted to the House of
Representatives by committee chair Surya Thapa,
indicates that Lamichhane, while managing director at
Gorkha Media Network, embezzled millions before
entering politics in June 2022.

Speaker Devraj Ghimire has instructed the parliament
secretariat to forward the report to the government for
action. The committee, formed on May 28 to
investigate the scam, found that nearly a billion rupees
were misappropriated, with funds allegedly invested in
Lamichhane's media company. The report also
highlighted the use of forged documents in share
transfers and called for further investigation.

The committee, comprised of members from various
political parties, unanimously approved the report
after consulting Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Opposition Maoist Centre objects
to Speaker’s ruling not to expunge term
‘violence’ to refer to Maoist insurgency

(Im) The House of Representatives in Nepal was
adjourned on September 11 until September 15,
following a heated exchange between lawmakers from
the main opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)
(Maoist Centre) and the ruling CPN (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) (CPN-UML).

The dispute arose after a CPN-UML lawmaker referred
to Nepal's Maoist insurgency, also known as the
"People's War," as "Maoist violence" during an August
28 session. The Maoist Centre, which evolved from the
insurgent group, views the term "People's War" as a
legitimate and revolutionary struggle for political and
social change, as acknowledged in the peace process
and the constitution.

Against this backdrop, the Maoist Centre demanded
that the term "violence" be removed from
parliamentary records, arguing that it violates the spirit
of the peace process and the constitution. In contrast,
the ruling CPN-UML and Speaker Devraj Ghimire
maintain that the term is not unparliamentary, thus
refusing to expunge it from official records. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Ruling Nepali Congress demands
the resignation of Deputy Speaker Rana

(Iz/Im) The ruling Nepali Congress has urged Deputy
Speaker Indira Rana to resign amidst accusations of
misusing her position. The controversy centers around
Rana’s improper communication with the U.S.
Embassy, where she requested visa interview dates for
individuals unrelated to her official role. Nepali
Congress Chief Whip Shyam Prasad Ghimire stated
that this action violated parliamentary norms and
protocol, which require communication with foreign
missions to be conducted through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, not by individual officials like the
Deputy Speaker.

Ghimire expressed that the party expects her to resign
voluntarily but warned that the ruling coalition is
preparing to take formal action. They are considering
tabling a motion in Parliament to remove her from
office. Under Article 91(6)(c) of the constitution, a two-
thirds majority vote in the House of Representatives is
required to vacate the position of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker if their conduct is deemed incompatible with
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their duties. [The Himalayan Times] [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

Against this backdrop, the Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP) has vowed to oppose any attempts by the ruling
coalition to oust Rana from office amid allegations of
her misuse of power. During a secretariat meeting on
September 11, party officials defended Rana, stating
that she deserves an opportunity to clarify her actions.
They also questioned the timing of the ruling parties'
decision to address the incident, suggesting that it may
have been deliberately delayed for political reasons.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Interestingly, opposition Maoist Centre Chairperson
Pushpa Kamal Dahal also voiced his opposition to the
removal of Deputy Speaker Rana from her position.
Speaking to the media on September 14, Dahal argued
that it would be inappropriate to remove Rana, a
leader from an indigenous community who has made
significant contributions to child rights and indigenous
causes. He urged the ruling parties to reconsider their
stance. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: 50 arrested from Chinese-run call
center in Lalitpur

(Im) Nepal's Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) arrested
50 individuals, including two Chinese nationals, a
Filipino, and 47 Nepali nationals, in a raid on an illegal
Chinese-run call center in Lalitpur on September 12.
The call center was reportedly involved in fraudulent
schemes, including luring Nepalis into investing in
illegal cryptocurrency operations. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Three arrested on charge of duping
UsD 17,000

(Im) Three individuals have been arrested in
Kathmandu for defrauding youths of NPR 2.3 million
(USD 17,020) under the pretense of securing foreign
employment. The suspects targeted victims with
promises of jobs in Dubai, Kuwait, and Croatia. After
receiving money from seven victims, the trio went out
of contact. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Construction of Upper Trishuli-1
hydel project halted after workers’
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protest

(Im) The construction of the 216 MW Upper Trishuli-1
Hydropower Project in Rasuwa, Nepal, has been halted
following a protest by workers over wage disputes.
Workers employed by Power China, a contractor for
the project, vandalized offices and vehicles after the
company reduced their wages from NPR 15,550 (USD
115) to NPR 12,800 (USD 94.72) without prior notice.
The protest escalated into clashes, injuring four Armed
Police Force personnel. The project, developed by
Korea Energy, has a total cost of USD 640 million and
was set to be completed by December 2026.
Construction has been suspended, and the workers
have returned home. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Swargadwari Trust tenant farmers
resume protests

(Im) Tenant farmers of the Swargadwari Ashram Trust
in Dang have resumed protests, demanding the
government fulfill agreements made earlier regarding
their land rights. The farmers protested in Ghorahi on
September 11 and submitted a memorandum to the
District Administration Office. They had previously
staged a sit-in in March, which was halted after the
government promised to address their concerns.
However, the farmers claim the government has not
implemented the agreed-upon measures.

The Swargadwari Ashram, a revered shrine in Pyuthan
district, owns over 700 hectares of land, with 510
hectares tilled by tenant farmers for generations. The
number of tenant households has grown from 289
families to 3,500, supporting over 15,000 people. Legal
complications arise from dual ownership claims, as the
Supreme Court ruled in 2006 that the land cannot be
fragmented due to the private trust's unique status,
while farmers continue to demand ownership of the
land they have cultivated for years. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli commits to
eradicate street children by mid-2025

(iz) On September 14, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
pledged to eliminate the issue of street children in
Nepal by the year 2081 BS, which corresponds to mid-
April 2025 in the Gregorian calendar. Speaking at an
event organized by the Nepal Children's Organization
for National Children's Day, he highlighted the plight of
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many children living in neglect and lacking access to
health and education.

Oli emphasized the importance of turning the slogan
"Investment in Children; Initiation for Secured Future"
into actionable policy, advocating for an environment
where children can thrive without fear or insecurity. He
reiterated his belief that no child should live on the
streets without parental support, affirming the
government's commitment to child rights. [Nepal
News]

Nepal: Inmates in Central Jail hit by
mental illness

(Im) The Central Jail Hospital in Kathmandu has
become the main referral center for sick prisoners
across Nepal, as other prisons lack proper healthcare
facilities. Of the 3,820 inmates at the Central Jail,
around 1,600 are suffering from various diseases, with
a significant number facing mental health issues due to
the isolation and idleness in prison. Common health
problems include high blood pressure, diabetes,
tuberculosis, and hepatitis.

While some prisoners receive treatment at external
hospitals like Teaching Hospital and Bir Hospital, the
government has agreements with 26 hospitals in
Kathmandu to provide free care to inmates. Efforts to
improve healthcare for prisoners include their
inclusion in health insurance programs, with 933 out of
29,200 prisoners currently insured.

The government pays NPR 3,500 (USD 26) to the
Central Prison Hospital for each insured inmate,
providing coverage up to NPR 100,000 (USD 747) per
prisoner. However, the Central Jail faces challenges
due to insufficient government funding and the lack of
a proper hospital building. The government spends
around NPR 15 to 20 million (USD 112,000 to USD
149,000) annually on inmate healthcare, but more
resources are needed to address the increasing
healthcare demands of prisoners. [The Himalayan
Times]

Nepal: Gold price continue to surge, sets
new record in domestic market

(Im) Gold prices in Nepal reached a new record on
September 16, with an increase of NPR 500 (USD 3.70)
per tola, bringing the price to NPR 157,300 (USD 1,157)
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per tola. The surge is driven by speculation that the
U.S. Federal Reserve may lower interest rates, boosting
global demand for gold. Silver prices also rose by NPR
15 (USD 0.11) per tola, trading at NPR 1,915 (USD
14.10) per tola, as of September 16. [The Himalayan
Times]

Nepal: Panchthar’s Chiwabhanjyang-
Darimba road crumbling due to
contractor’s neglect

(Im) The 51-km Chiwabhanjyang-Darimba road in
Panchthar, Nepal, is in poor condition due to delays by
the contractor. The project, with a budget of NPR 1.25
billion (USD 9.25 million), was supposed to be
completed by April 2022 but is only 20 percent
finished. Landslides, potholes, and muddy sections
make the road dangerous, causing frequent accidents.
Recent monsoon rains further damaged the road and
bridges, making it difficult for locals, traders, and the
Armed Police Force stationed in the area to travel and
transport goods. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Civil society members call upon
prime minister to take urgent steps to
improve road safety

(Im) Civil society members, road safety campaigners,
and experts in Nepal have urged Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli to take immediate action to improve road
safety in the country. In a joint petition, they called for
the passage of the Road Safety Bill, the endorsement
of the National Road Safety Strategy, and the
establishment of a Road Safety Council. They also
highlighted the need for stronger legislation, better
road infrastructure, and an increase in traffic police
personnel.

The petitioners argued that enhanced road safety will
not only save lives but also boost Nepal's economic
growth and tourism. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Efforts underway to strengthen
both organizations of police, asserts
Home Minister

(Im) Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak emphasized the
government's ongoing efforts to strengthen both the
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Nepal Police and the Armed Police Force (APF) during a
graduation ceremony for APF assistant inspectors on
September 15. He highlighted the government's plans
to amend relevant laws to modernize the police
organizations, with a bill already in progress. [The
Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Army corporal dies in road
accident, one injured

(Im) A road accident in Gorkha on September 14
resulted in the death of a 25-year-old Army Lance
Corporal and left another lance corporal injured. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Government postpones plans to
table controversial constitutional
amendments in parliament

(ja/lm/ht) Pakistan's government has delayed
presenting a controversial constitutional amendment
package in parliament, which aimed to address judicial
reforms. The amendments, expected to include up to
22 changes to the constitution, have raised concerns
from opposition parties and experts who argue the
reforms could increase government control over
judicial appointments and undermine judicial
independence.

The proposed amendments include over 50 changes,
primarily focused on judicial reforms. Notably, they
suggest the establishment of a new Federal
Constitutional Court to handle constitutional
interpretations, with a chief justice appointed by the
president on the prime minister's recommendation.
Other proposals include raising the retirement age for
judges in the new court to 68 and allowing legislators
to vote against their party line, reversing a Supreme
Court ruling from 2022.

To pass these amendments, a two-thirds majority is
needed in both houses of parliament. However, the
government currently lacks the required votes,
securing only 214 in the National Assembly and 57 in
the Senate. Despite this setback, government officials
remain optimistic about eventually garnering sufficient
support. Senator Irfan Siddiqui of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) said the delay was
requested by Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-F (JUI-F) leader Fazl-
ur-Rehman, who needed more time to assess the
amendments.
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The opposition has labeled the amendments
"unconstitutional," arguing that they threaten judicial
independence. Leaders of the main opposition
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of jailed ex-Prime
Minister Imran Khan claim the government is
attempting to manipulate the judiciary to bolster its
own political standing, particularly to facilitate the
ongoing legal battles against Khan. [Arab News]

At the same time, in a recent development, the PTI
hinted at being open to offering conditional support
for the constitutional amendments. A meeting of the
Parliamentary Special Committee, chaired by Khurshid
Shah, aimed to foster consensus among opposition
leaders, including Umar Ayub and PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar. They expressed that if the
government could incorporate PTI's proposed changes,
a consensus could potentially be reached. [The Express
Tribune]

Political analysts warn that if passed, these
amendments could shift the power balance between
the executive and judiciary. Concerns have been raised
regarding the timing of these proposals, coinciding
with the impending retirement of the current chief
justice, suggesting potential manipulation in the
appointment process for his successor. Additionally,
the proposed measures could exempt military officers
from judicial scrutiny in national security matters,
further consolidating the military's influence in
Pakistan's political landscape. [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan: Government in a fix as Supreme
Court orders immediate implementation
of reserved seats verdict

(Im) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has ordered the
immediate implementation of its July ruling that
granted the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party of jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan
reserved seats for women and minorities in the
national and provincial assemblies. This ruling is seen
as a setback for Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's ruling
coalition, as the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
had delayed its implementation.

The ECP had previously barred PTI candidates from
contesting as party members due to an intra-party
election dispute, causing them to run as independents
and denying them reserved seats. However, the court
ruled that the ECP had misinterpreted the law. The
government, which is trying to secure a two-thirds
majority for a constitutional amendment to extend the
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tenure of the top judge, may face difficulties due to the
court's ruling.

The court's latest order criticizes the ECP for delaying
the implementation and mandates the immediate
recognition of PTl-backed independent candidates as
official PTI lawmakers. This could impact the
government's efforts to secure the necessary votes for
the amendment, as it struggles to gain a required
majority in parliament. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Authorities launch probe into
Khan's ‘threatening’ social media post
targeting state institutions

(Im) The Pakistani government has launched an
investigation into a social media post by former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, in which he criticized the
country’'s military and judiciary. The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has been tasked with
probing the "threatening" nature of the post, and a
team has interrogated Khan in prison.

In the post, Khan compared the current military
leadership to General Yahya Khan and accused them
of endangering Pakistan's stability to maintain power.
He also targeted Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa, accusing
him of supporting a system of injustice against his
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). Khan called on
Pakistanis to launch a street movement to protect their
freedom.

Information Minister Attaullah Tarar said the post was
against the integrity of Pakistan and its institutions.
The investigation seeks to determine who is managing
Khan's social media account while he remains
imprisoned on multiple charges. Khan's legal team
condemned the FIA's interrogation, calling it an unjust
development.[Arab News 1]

Court rejects Khan acquittal plea in GBP 190 million land
bribe case

Separately, an accountability court has rejected the
acquittal pleas of Khan and his wife, Bushra Khan, in a
case accusing them of receiving land worth PKR 7
billion (USD 25 million) as a bribe from a real estate
tycoon through their Al-Qadir Trust. The allegations
claim that Khan received the land in exchange for
using GBP 190 million repatriated by Britain in a
money laundering case to pay fines for the developer.

Khan's aides argue that the land was donated to the
trust for charitable purposes, while the developer has
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denied wrongdoing. The plea for acquittal followed a
Supreme Court verdict restoring amendments to
Pakistan’s anti-graft laws, which Khan's party, PTI, had
argued would place the case outside the jurisdiction of
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB).

Despite this, the court rejected the plea and instructed
the defense to begin cross-examination. [Arab News 2]

Court seeks government clarification on Khan's possible
military trial

Adding to Khan's legal vows, the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has asked the government for clarification
regarding the possible military trial of Khan for his
alleged involvement in the violent May 2023 protests.
These protests erupted after Khan's brief arrest,
leading to attacks on government and military
installations by supporters of his PTI party. Following
the riots, hundreds of PTI leaders and members were
arrested, with many facing military trials.

Concerns about Khan's potential military trial arose
after the arrest of retired General Faiz Hameed, former
head of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), who was
considered close to Khan. It was speculated that
Hameed could be made a witness against Khan. Khan
filed a petition fearing his trial under the Pakistan Army
Act, which could lead to a harsher judgment.

The IHC has ordered the government to clarify by
September 16 whether Khan will face a military trial or
if the speculation is simply a delay tactic. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Election Commission to hear
opposition PTI's intra-party election case
on September 18

(Im) The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) is set to
hear the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) intra-party election case on September 18. The
ECP has issued notices to PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan and information secretary Raoof
Hassan, requiring them to present their arguments
before the commission's bench.

The background of this case dates back to June 9,
2022, when the PTI held its intra-party elections.
However, these elections were annulled by the ECP in
December 2023, after the commission determined that
they had been conducted unlawfully. This decision led
to the revocation of the PTI's iconic bat symbol, forcing
its candidates to contest the February 8 general
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elections as independents. The Supreme Court later
upheld the ECP’s ruling.

In March 2024, the PTI conducted another round of
intra-party elections, which are now also under
scrutiny by the ECP.

The PTI recently faced a setback when the ECP rejected
its petition to delay the hearing until the Supreme
Court provided clarification on its July 12 ruling
regarding reserved seats. The ECP ruled that the PTI
had already delayed the issue too long and that further
postponement was inappropriate. The ECP's order,
authored by Member Sindh Nisar Ahmed Durrani,
dismissed four separate applications from the PTI,
which questioned the ECP's jurisdiction and sought
various procedural deferrals. [Geo News]

Pakistan: Court grants bail to ex-Prime
Minister Khan’s party lawmakers arrested
after Islamabad rally

(Im) An anti-terrorism court in Islamabad granted bail
to 10 lawmakers from former Prime Minister Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party on
September 16. The lawmakers had been arrested for
violating the Peaceful Assembly and Public Order Act
during a rally in Islamabad on September 8. The rally,
aimed at demanding Khan's release from prison, was
held past the authorized time, and clashes ensued
between PTI supporters and the police, injuring a
policeman.

The PTI has faced increasing pressure after violent
protests on May 9, 2023, targeting government and
military sites, allegedly linked to the party. Since then,
hundreds of PTI leaders and supporters have been
detained, with some facing military trials. Despite
these challenges, PTI continues to mobilize support
and plans its next rally on September 22 in Lahore,
calling for Khan's release from what they allege are
politically motivated charges. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Regulation of Artificial
Intelligence Act 2024 referred to Senate
Committee

(ht) On September 12, Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Senator Afnan Ullah Khan introduced a bill in
Parliament's upper house, seeking to regulate the use
of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the country to combat
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various risks associated with technology. Initially tabled
on August 9, the “Regulation of Artificial Intelligence Act
2024" bill proposes fines ranging from PKR 1.5 billion
(approximately USD 5.4 million) to PKR 2.5 billion
(approximately USD 9 million) for violations.

The legislation aims to establish a "National Artificial
Intelligence Commission" based in Islamabad, tasked
with ensuring equitable access to Al, maintaining
human oversight in critical areas like national security
and health, and developing a robust Al research
infrastructure. It also emphasizes the protection of
user privacy and the transparency of Al data practices.

While the bill has been referred to the Senate's
standing committee on information technology for
further deliberation, digital rights activists have
expressed concerns. Critics argue that the bill is vague
and lacks substantive measures to protect data
privacy, especially given the absence of a
comprehensive data protection law in Pakistan. Others
emphasize the need for a cohesive approach to Al
policy rather than focusing on regulatory frameworks.
[Geo News]

Pakistan: Justice Akbar resigns as
chairperson of journalists’ protection
commission

(sma) The chair of the Sindh Commission for Protection
of Journalists and Media Practitioners (SCPJMP), Justice
(retd) Nazar Akbar, has resigned. After former
chairperson Justice (retd) Rasheed A. Razvi passed
away, Akbar explained in his resignation letter to the
chief minister of Sindh that his appointment had been
made without his prior approval. Though the
commission operated without incident, Akbar resigned
due to concerns about a cabinet decision that resulted
in @ new appointment to the post.

Akbar disclosed that a summary of the terms and
circumstances of his appointment was presented on
May 15, but he was not told of the conclusion even
though the province cabinet discussed it on July 11. He
voiced frustration about this lack of communication,
particularly as the government had instructed a fresh
appointment for the chairperson job. According to
Akbar, the SCPJMP Act's provisions which specify the
procedures for the chairperson's nomination and
removal were violated by this decision.

While acknowledging the press community's prior
demand for a retired judge being appointed to the
position, Akbar drew attention to their lack of reaction
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to more recent events. He submitted his resignation
under Section 10(3) of the SCPJMP Act, requesting that
it be accepted immediately to allow for a smooth
transition and in accordance with the cabinet's
apparent intention to name a new chairperson. [The
News] [Dawn News]

Pakistan: Five coal miners die of
suffocation from hazardous gas

(Im) Five coal miners died from suffocation due to
hazardous gas buildup in a coal mine in Balochistan's
Harnai district, southwest Pakistan, on September 14.
The incident occurred in the Shah Rag area, where the
laborers were working about 400 feet inside the mine
when oxygen deficiency caused their deaths. One
worker managed to survive. The miners, who were
Afghan nationals, were later repatriated to their
villages in Afghanistan.

Balochistan, rich in mineral resources, has a history of
mining accidents due to unsafe practices. In March, 12
miners were killed in a gas explosion in the same
district. Despite ongoing accidents, safety protocols
and protective gear remain inadequate in many of the
province's mines. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif
announces national drive to promote
organ donation

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
announced a national initiative to promote organ
donation, featuring special logos on the National
Identity Cards of voluntary donors. The campaign,
launched on International Identity Day (September 16),
aims to raise awareness about the importance of
organ donation, which Sharif described as a "profound
act of kindness" that can save lives.

Pakistan ranks eighth globally in kidney diseases, with
over 20,000 deaths annually and more than 20 million
people suffering from renal issues. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Central bank cuts key interest
rate by 2 percentage points to 17.5
percent
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(Im) Pakistan's central bank cut its key policy rate by
200 basis points to 17.5 percent on September 12,
2024, marking the third consecutive reduction since
June. The move follows earlier cuts of 150 basis points
in June and 100 basis points in July, bringing the rate
down from an all-time high of 22 percent. The decision
was driven by easing inflation, with Pakistan's annual
consumer price inflation rate dropping to 9.6 percent
in August, down from nearly 40 percent in May 2023.
[Nikkei Asia]

Pakistan: 44 percent rise in workers
remittances from July-August

(Im) Pakistan recorded a 44 percent rise in workers'
remittances during the first two months of the current
fiscal year (July-August), reaching USD 5.94 billion, up
from USD 4.12 billion in the same period last year. The
surge is attributed to policies by the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC) and the government's
crackdown on illegal currency smuggling. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Polo worker among six killed in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa attacks

(Im) On September 12, 2024, six individuals, including
three security personnel, a polio worker, and two
laborers, were killed in three separate attacks in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Bajaur and South Waziristan
districts. Authorities are currently investigating the
attacks, and no group has claimed responsibility.
[DAWN]

Pakistan: Islamic State claims
responsibility for bombing that killed two
police officers

(Im/ht) Daesh, also known as the Islamic State (IS),
claimed responsibility for a bombing that killed two
police officers in a town near Quetta, Pakistan, on
September 14. The explosion targeted a police vehicle
and also injured two other officers. Analysts believe
this attack highlights increasing coordination between
Daesh militants and Baloch separatists, who have long
waged an insurgency in the oil- and gas-rich
Balochistan province, which borders Iran and
Afghanistan.
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In recent months, Daesh has carried out several similar
attacks, while the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA),
another militant group, has also been involved in
deadly operations against security forces. Last month,
the BLA killed dozens in gun and suicide attacks on
buses, police stations, and military facilities. [Arab
News]

On the same day, in a separate incident in
Balochistan’s Mastung district, two personnel from the
Levies Force were killed, and three others, including a
senior officer, were injured. This attack occurred when
tribesmen opened fire, reportedly in retaliation for the
arrest of a tribal elder's brother, which led to protests
that blocked the Quetta-Noshki Highway.

Additionally, a roadside explosion involving an
improvised explosive device (IED) in Kalat injured eight
security personnel. The IED was detonated remotely as
a vehicle passed through the area. The injured
individuals were transported to Kalat district hospital,
and security forces cordoned off the area to launch a
search operation for the attackers. [Dawn News]

Pakistan: Police call off anti-militancy
protest, say army will decrease presence
in northwestern district

(Im) Police in the Lakki Marwat district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Pakistan, called off a four-day
protest against increasing militant attacks on
September 12 after reaching an agreement with the
army. The protest began in response to the rising
number of police killings, with 78 officers slain in KP
this year.

The army, which has been heavily present in the region
due to long-term conflicts with militant groups, agreed
to withdraw from village and city check posts in Lakki
Marwat within six days. The police demanded more
resources, including armored vehicles, and an end to
external interference.

The protest followed recent attacks, including the
killing of a police officer and two relatives of another.
Although the army will reduce its presence, it will not
fully withdraw. The situation in Lakki Marwat, a volatile
district bordering Afghanistan, remains tense, with
Islamabad accusing Kabul of facilitating cross-border
militant attacks. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan’s army chief vows support to police amid rising
militant attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
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Against this dual backdrop of militant attacks and
protests by law enforcement personnel, Pakistan’s
army chief, General Asim Munir, during a visit to the
Orakzai tribal district on September 13 vowed full
support to the police and law enforcement agencies in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa KP amid rising militant attacks.
[Arab News 2]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe
dismisses five state ministers in election
maneuver

(sa) President Ranil Wickremesinghe has dismissed five
State Ministers for supporting other candidates in the
upcoming presidential election, scheduled for
September 21. Among those removed is Geetha
Kumarasinghe, who declared her support for Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) leader Sajith Premadasa. The
other ministers sacked include Shasheendra
Rajapaksa, Amith Thenuka Vidanagamage, Prasanna
Ranaweera, and D.V. Chanaka. The dismissals were
carried out under Article 47(3)(a) of the Sri Lankan
Constitution and took effect immediately. [Colombo
Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Cabinet approves changes to
Personal Income Tax ahead of
presidential elections

(sa) Days before the presidential election, scheduled
for September 21, the Sri Lankan Cabinet has
approved changes to the Personal Income Tax (PIT)
structure, which will take effect in April 2025. Under
the new structure, salaries of LKR 150,000
(approximately USD 495) will see a 14 percent
reduction in taxes. For salaries of LKR 200,000
(approximately USD 660), there will be a 20 percent
reduction, and those earning LKR 300,000
(approximately USD 990) will benefit from a 25 percent
reduction. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Security and election measures
tightened ahead of presidential election

(sa) In preparation for Sri Lanka’'s upcoming
presidential election on September 21, significant
security measures are being implemented to ensure a
smooth and safe voting process. The Public Security
Ministry has announced that liquor and wine stores
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across the country will be closed on September 21 and
22. Despite this, there will be no curfew imposed,
though security forces will remain on standby. Over
500 election rallies have already taken place without
major issues, and the police are committed to ensuring
a free and fair election. [Colombo Gazette] [Daily
Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, the Election Commission (EC) has
introduced new measures to strengthen the integrity
of the electoral process. These include the use of
transparent, lock-secured bags for ballot boxes and
banning mobile phones from polling stations. This
follows concerns about ballot security, including a
recent postal ballot leak. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror
3]

In a related development, election monitors have
raised alarms about the involvement of children in
political campaigns. Videos and photos circulating
online show minors participating in canvassing
activities for various parties, prompting calls for
political parties to stop this practice. The National Child
Protection Authority has been urged to take action to
protect children from such involvement in political
events. [Daily Mirror 4]

Additionally, the Election Commission has warned
media outlets to adhere strictly to reporting guidelines.
The commission has indicated that non-compliant
media organizations may face the withholding of
official election results, potentially affecting their
credibility and access to election information. [Daily
Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe
prioritizes economic recovery, proposes
10-year stability plan

(sa/lm) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe is
focusing on economic recovery as a central theme in
his 2024 presidential campaign. Speaking at a public
rally, he emphasized prioritizing trade and agriculture
to stabilize the country's economy and distanced his
platform from ethnic or religious issues.
Wickremesinghe rejected claims that his policies were
driven by sectarian interests, positioning himself as a
leader focused on practical solutions for the country’s
economic challenges. [Daily Mirror 1]

He has also laid out a 10-year plan aimed at addressing
Sri Lanka's ongoing economic crisis, which he views as
crucial for the nation’s recovery. Wickremesinghe
criticized his opponents, Sajith Premadasa and Anura
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Kumara Dissanayake, for their handling of the 2022
economic crisis and dismissed their suggestions for
renegotiating International Monetary Fund terms. His
plan includes immediate action on economic
revitalization, education, and housing, setting high
expectations for his leadership. [Daily Mirror 2]

In addition, Wickremesinghe declined a direct debate
challenge from Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
presidential candidate of the left-wing National
People's Power alliance, instead proposing a broader
forum for discussing economic strategies with other
key political figures. This move was criticized by
Dissanayake, who accused the president of avoiding
direct engagement. [Colombo Gazette] [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Left NPP alliance proposes
interim cabinet, raises concerns over
election security

(sa) The National People's Power (NPP), a left-wing
political alliance led by its presidential candidate Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, has introduced several notable
proposals and raised concerns in the lead-up to Sri
Lanka's forthcoming presidential election, scheduled
for September 21.

In a bid to present a progressive image, NPP MP Vijitha
Herath proposed that the party's Prime Minister
candidate in a potential NPP-led administration could
be either male or female. He outlined a plan for an
interim four-member cabinet that would be formed
should Anura Kumara Dissanayake win the presidency
on September 21. This cabinet, derived from Article
47.3 of the Constitution, would serve temporarily until
parliamentary elections confirm a full cabinet. Herath
emphasized the NPP’'s wealth of qualified
professionals, aiming to present the party as forward-
thinking and committed to transparency. [Daily Mirror
11

Moreover, Dissanayake has pledged a self-reliant
future for Sri Lanka if elected. He emphasized the need
to combat drug trafficking, develop key industries like
tourism and fisheries, and promote local agriculture.
His policy proposals reflect a shift toward self-reliance
and an end to import dependence. Additionally,
Dissanayake reassured supporters that the election
process would remain free from fraud, expressing
confidence in the support of government employees
involved in election duties. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily
Mirror 3]
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At the same time, the NPP also raised alarms over
potential violence orchestrated by opposition factions
as the election deadline nears. JVP General Secretary
Tilvin Silva expressed concerns that opposition groups
might stage violent acts and falsely blame the NPP,
calling for security forces to take preventive measures.
[Daily Mirror 4]

Already, political tensions escalated after a bus
carrying NPP supporters from a rally in Monaragala
was attacked, leaving four injured. This incident
highlights the potential for further violence as election
day approaches, reinforcing the NPP's concerns about
political manipulation and security risks during the
campaign period. [Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: SJB’s Premadasa pledges
poverty alleviation, Easter Sunday
investigation

(Im) Sajith Premadasa, the Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB) presidential candidate, has introduced a plan
aimed at alleviating poverty by encouraging
entrepreneurship. His proposal includes providing LKR
20,000 (approximately USD 66) per month to each
impoverished family for two years, helping them
establish small businesses. Premadasa also committed
to offering debt relief for farmers and writing off
business loans, marking a notable shift from
traditional welfare programs. [Daily Mirror 1]

In another major point, Premadasa has promised an
independent investigation into the 2019 Easter Sunday
attacks. He aims to set up a Public Prosecutor’s Office
focused on bringing justice to the victims, a pledge
made during a meeting with Archbishop Malcolm
Cardinal Ranjith. Premadasa criticized both current
President Ranil Wickremesinghe and former President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa for their handling of the attack
investigations, positioning the SJB as a party that
prioritizes justice and transparency. [Daily Mirror 2]

However, the campaign has faced controversy after an
SJB organizer allegedly assaulted a man in
Nawalapitiya for refusing to accept a campaign
handbill. The incident, captured on CCTV, has led to
police involvement, further scrutiny of the SJB's
election conduct, and potential harm to the party's
public image. [Daily Mirror 3]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court initiates
contempt proceedings in larger visa
outsourcing dispute

(sa) The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka has initiated
contempt of court proceedings against Harsha
llukpitiya, the Controller General of Immigration and
Emigration, for failing to comply with a court order.
The court had previously suspended a Cabinet decision
related to online and expatriate visa operations and
mandated the reinstatement of the previous Electronic
Travel Authorization (ETA) process. llukpitiya did not
implement the order, prompting the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) to investigate and
report to the court.

Despite practical concerns raised by llukpitiya,
including logistical challenges in reverting to the earlier
system, the court viewed his inaction as a violation of
its authority. The situation escalated when it was
revealed that departments capable of carrying out the
order, such as the Information and Technology
Department of Immigration and Emigration, had not
received instructions from llukpitiya.

This case involves a broader dispute over outsourcing
Sri Lanka's visa processing system to private entities, a
move that could generate significant revenues but has
sparked legal challenges. Petitioners argue that the
outsourcing arrangement, led by a consortium
including VFS Global, would impose additional fees on
visa applicants, raising concerns about transparency
and fairness. The Supreme Court is closely examining
the implementation of the order and has imposed a
travel ban on llukpitiya pending further legal
proceedings. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former Army major questioned
over alleged threat during left-wing NPP
rally

(sa) The Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
questioned a former Sri Lankan Army Major on
September 11, regarding an alleged threat made
during an election rally of the left-wing National
People's Power (NPP) alliance. The investigation began
after a Member of Parliament filed a complaint,
claiming that the individual made a threatening
statement towards supporters of other political parties
in a video posted online.

The 47-year-old former Army Major, who is from
Kiribathgoda, has denied the accusation, and the NPP
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has claimed that the video had been manipulated with
a fake voice added to the original footage. The police's
Computer Crimes Investigation Unit is conducting
further inquiries. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: NPP MP files USD 300,000
defamation suit against S)B
parliamentarian

(sa) Harini Amarasuriya, a prominent parliamentarian
representing the left-wing National People’'s Power
(NPP) alliance, has taken legal action against Tissa
Attanayake, a fellow Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B)
parliamentarian. The legal action, initiated in the
Colombo District Court, seeks damages of LKR 100
million (approximately USD 330,000).

The claim stems from an allegedly defamatory
statement Attanayake made during an SJB presidential
campaign event on August 19 in Mawanella. He
reportedly claimed that an NPP government would halt
the Kandy Dalada Perahera, a significant cultural and
religious event, and falsely attributed comments on
the matter to Amarasuriya. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Bail granted to former health
minister, associates in substandard drug
case

(sa) Former Health Minister Keheliya Rambukwella,
along with two others, was granted bail by the
Maligakanda Magistrate’s Court on September 11. The
case involves the alleged importation of substandard
human Immunoglobulin injections. The suspects were
released on cash bail of LKR 100,000 (approximately
USD 330) and two sureties of LKR 5 million (around
USD 16,500) each. Additionally, the court imposed a
travel ban on the accused. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Madushan Chandrajith arrested
after protesting new education policy

(sa) Madushan Chandrajith, the Convenor of the Inter-
University Students Federation (IUSF), was detained
during a demonstration near Colombo Fort Railway
Station. The protest, held on Tuesday, opposed a new
education policy framework. Police intervened when
the protesters attempted a march, despite advice from
an Election Commission official that protest marches
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are not allowed during an election period. The
students proceeded, leading to Chandrajith’s arrest
along with several others. The police eventually
dispersed the crowd, causing some protesters to seek
refuge inside the railway station. [Colombo Gazette]

The prohibition of protests during election periods
highlights the government's attempt to maintain order,
while the arrest of Chandrajith signifies the friction
between student activism and governmental control.
This clash also underscores the challenges in balancing
democratic freedoms with regulatory measures during
sensitive political times.

Sri Lanka: Lawmakers equipped with
repeater shotguns ahead of presidential
election

(sa) Ahead of the upcoming presidential election in Sri
Lanka, more than 200 members of parliament (MPs)
have been issued two repeater shotguns each,
following their requests for enhanced personal
security after the mass protests - the so-called
Aragalaya (“Struggle”) movement - in 2022. During
these protests, several MPs' homes were set on fire,
which raised concerns for their safety.

The distribution of firearms to politicians is
controversial in Sri Lanka, especially given the
country's troubled history of impunity and state
violence. A notable incident involves State Minister
Lohan Ratwatte, who threatened Tamil prisoners
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) by holding
them at gunpoint in 2021. This episode is part of a
broader pattern of state violence and abuse of power,
reflecting the deep-seated issues in Sri Lanka's political
system. Additionally, Public Security Minister Tiran
Alles recently encouraged extrajudicial killings,
underscoring the prevailing culture of impunity that
persists despite the end of the country’s civil conflict.
[Tamil Guardian]
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Brunei: Islamic finance sector sees growth

(ma) Brunei's Islamic finance sector has experienced
significant growth, contributing over 50 percent of the
country's total financial assets, amounting to USD 9.75
billion in 2023. This growth aligns with global trends, as
the Islamic finance industry worldwide is expected to
reach USD 5.9 trillion by 2026.

During the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group
Day on September 12 Minister Mohammad Amin Liew
emphasized the sector's role in advancing Brunei
Vision 2035, supported by a robust financial blueprint
from the Brunei Darussalam Central Bank.

He noted that the sector is predominantly driven by
Islamic banks and financial institutions, which account
for over 95 percent of Brunei's Islamic financial assets.
The minister highlighted the importance of fostering a
resilient financial ecosystem to support Brunei's
broader economic goals, with institutions like Bank
Islam Brunei Darussalam (BIBD) playing a critical role.
The ISDB Group Day, attended by key officials and
representatives, showcased Brunei's commitment to
leveraging Islamic finance to advance its economic
aspirations and strengthen regional collaborations.

The event also underscored the importance of
strategic development areas such as infrastructure,
agriculture, and food security, as outlined in the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
between BIBD and IsDB (see article in this edition). This
collaboration aims to deepen mutually beneficial
cooperation, further supporting the country's
economic diversification efforts in line with Brunei
Vision 2035. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Crackdown on human
trafficking intensified
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(ma) In the first half of 2024, Cambodian authorities
have tackled 104 cases of human trafficking and sexual
exploitation, reflecting a stronger national crackdown,
as disclosed by a report released on September 14 by
Cambodia’'s National Committee for Counter
Trafficking (NCCT). These cases involve both
Cambodian citizens and foreign nationals, and efforts
include arrests, rescue operations, and legal
proceedings aimed at dismantling trafficking networks.
[Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Jokowi appoints new social
minister

(ft) President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) appointed Saifullah
Yusuf as the new Social Affairs Minister to ensure the
effective implementation of social policies in the final
month of his term. Jokowi stressed that the large scale
of the ministry's responsibilities, particularly in aiding
lower-class residents, necessitates a fully-fledged
minister rather than an acting one.

Yusuf, who replaces Tri Rismaharini following her
resignation to run in local elections, will focus on
maintaining policy continuity and completing ongoing
programs. Yusuf, a former mayor and deputy governor
of East Java, is expected to facilitate a smooth
transition as Prabowo Subianto prepares to assume
the presidency next October. [Antara]

Indonesia: Election supervisory agency
calls on local election candidates to follow
campaign schedule

(ft) Indonesia's General Elections Supervisory Agency
(Bawaslu) has reminded prospective candidates for the
2024 local elections to adhere strictly to the official
campaign period set by the authorities.

Bawaslu commissioner Puadi emphasized that
although candidates can greet residents during Car-
Free Day events, such activities should not be used as
a disguise for political campaigning before the official
campaign period begins.

The official campaign period is from September 25 to
November 23, with a cooling-off period immediately
before the election day on November 27. Candidates’
actions will be monitored and subject to campaign
laws once their status is officially confirmed by the
General Elections Commission (KPU). [Antara]
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Indonesia: Communication minister
announces government funding for free
meal program promotion

(ft) The Minister of Communication and Informatics,
Budi Arie Setiadi, has allocated IDR 10 billion (USD
650,000) to support President-elect Prabowo
Subianto's free meal program. This funding,
announced during the ministry’s 2025 budget meeting,
will be used for managing and promoting the program.

For 2025, the ministry's public communication budget
is IDR 230.8 billion (USD 15 million). This budget also
covers government media, public information on key
programs, and the preparation of the Central
Information Commission Law.

The ministry's total budget for 2025 is set at over IDR
7.7 trillion (USD 502 million), reflecting a 49 percent
decrease from the previous year. [Tempo.Co]

Indonesia: Subsidized fuel sales to be
reduced to curb pollution

(ft) Indonesia plans enhance air quality by upgrading
subsidized fuels and limiting their sales. The
government will direct state energy firm Pertamina to
lower the sulfur content in 90-octane gasoline and
some biodiesels and restrict these fuels to certain
vehicles.

A QR code system will track fuel purchases, with 4
million vehicles already assigned codes. Subsidy funds
will be redirected to support the production of cleaner
fuels.

The 2025 budget proposal, currently under
parliamentary review, includes energy subsidy reforms
with allocations of 335 trillion rupiah for 2024 and
394.3 trillion rupiah for 2025. [Reuters]

Laos: Former provincial officials
sentenced in corruption case amid anti-
graft drive

(ma) Thirteen former government officials in northern
Luang Namtha Province have been sentenced for their
involvement in a large-scale corruption scandal. These
officials, who were responsible for managing Covid-19
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relief efforts, were found guilty of embezzling state
funds, accepting bribes, and engaging in money
laundering.

The most prominent figure, a former deputy provincial
governor, received a life sentence for his role in
misappropriating millions of dollars, while others were
handed prison sentences ranging from 10 to 20 years,
along with hefty fines.

This case is part of the Lao government’s broader
efforts to combat corruption and promote
accountability within its public sector. The sentencing
sends a strong message of zero tolerance for
corruption, as the government works to improve
transparency and ensure public resources are
managed responsibly. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Low-Interest loan program launched
to support economic self-reliance and
domestic production

(ma) The government of Laos has launched a new low-
interest loan program aimed at boosting economic
self-reliance and reducing the country's dependence
on imports. Announced by Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone on September 10 the program focuses on
supporting micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises
(MSMEs) through access to affordable credit. The
initiative, part of broader efforts to stimulate domestic
production, also encourages businesses to adopt
modern technology and innovation to enhance
competitiveness and productivity.

Under the program the Ministry of Industry and
Commerce and the Bank of Laos are directed to work
together to establish a sustainable and transparent
credit system that will facilitate growth in key sectors.
This move comes as Laos seeks to diversify its
economy and reduce reliance on foreign imports while
encouraging domestic industries. Additionally, the
program aims to attract foreign investment to further
accelerate economic growth. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Blogger imprisoned for criticizing
government’s flood response released

(ma) Laos female blogger Houayheuang Xayabouly,
jailed for criticizing the government’s response to
devastating floods, has been released after serving a
five-year prison sentence. The blogger had gained
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attention for his outspoken posts about the
government's handling of relief efforts, which led to his
arrest. Human rights groups had condemned the
imprisonment, citing concerns over freedom of
expression in Laos.

The release of the blogger is seen as a positive step by
activists, though concerns remain about the broader
issue of free speech in the country. Authorities have
been under scrutiny for their treatment of dissidents.
[The Lao Times]

Malaysia: Police rescue 400 children from
sexual abuse across country

(oc) On September 11, 20 welfare homes were raided
by Malaysian authorities between which brought about
171 suspects arrested and 402 children rescued. These
welfare homes were linked, it is alleged, to the Islamic
business group Global Ihkwan.

The national police chief said children were sexually

abused there. The police's Inspector General Razarudin
Husain noted that raids occurred after allegations were
placed against numerous homes run by Global Ikhwan.

As per its website, Global Ikhwan was founded by
Ashaari Mohamad a leader of an Islamic group Al
Argam which was banned in 1994 for being religiously
apostate. This Islamic group wanted to create what
they believed to be an ideal Islamic society focused on
community, self-sufficiency and anti-materialism.

Yahoo commented that recently Global Ikhwan has
been involved with the teachings of Al-Argam and has
therefore been closely monitored by authorities. It
owns many businesses in industries such as food,
media, travel and property. It has 5000 employees and
a global band of restaurants spanning from London,
Dubai and Australia. [Yahoo]

Four investigations have been opened under the Child
Act 2001, the Sexual Offences Act, Anti-Trafficking in
Persons Act and Section 354 of the Penal Code. The
Inspector General updated the number of arrests
made on September 13, which finds six suspects
directly charged. [Malay Mail 1] [Malay Mail 2][South
China Morning Post]

Malaysia: Court rejects Muhyiddin’s
corruption appeal
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(oc) A court has ruled that former Prime Minister and
leader of the opposition Muhhyiddin Yassin's
application to review corruption charges placed
against him have been dismissed, marking a big blow
for Muhhyiddin, who is a major rival to Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim'’s government.

Muhyiddin was attempting to have four abuses of
power charges dropped in this appeal. The five-
member panel said they will not pursue Muhyiddin’s
case. According to the Appeal Court Judge Azizah
Nawawi the decision reached on September 11 was
unanimous.

This is part of further trouble for Muhyiddin and his
opposition coalition, the Perikatan Nasional (PN), the
second largest political coalition in the House of
Representatives with 74 seats after Pakatan
Harapan (PH) with 81 seats.

Facing legal trouble, failing to retain seats in August by-
elections and several PN members absconding has
meant Ibrahim has faced relatively peaceful political
conditions this year.

Bloomberg suggested that this has boosted foreign
investment. [Bloomberg] [New Strait Times] [South
China Morning Post]

Malaysia: PAS annual meeting sparks key
talks

(oc) Between September 11 and 15 the Malaysian
Islamic Party (PAS) held their annual meeting in which
5000 members got together to discuss various issues
about Malaysia and their own party which is part of
Perikatan Nasional's opposition to Anwar Ibrahim’s
government and holds 43 out of 222 seats in the
House of Representatives (Dewan Rakyat). The PAS
annual meeting concluded with various amendments
of its constitution.

New party constitution brings in anti-hopping law

One of the key outcomes of the meeting was the
adoption of seven amendments to the party's
constitution, including a new anti-hopping law.
Secretary-General Takiyuddin Hassan stated that any
member who supports or joins non-affiliated parties,
or acts against party discipline, will automatically lose
their membership. He emphasized that this rule is
designed to ensure loyalty and unity within the party.
[Edge Malaysia] [Vibes]
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Non-Muslims allowed party membership

Another amendment the party’s constitution allows
non-Muslims to join PAS as associate members, a
significant shift from the previous rule that excluded
them. However, non-Muslims must believe in a religion
to qualify, as atheists are excluded. Regular
membership is still limited to Malay Muslims.

Takiyuddin stated that this change aims to make PAS
more inclusive and reflective of Malaysia’s diverse
population, although some suggest it is a strategy to
attract non-Malay and non-Muslim voters ahead of the
next general election. [Channel News Asia] [Malay Mail]

PAS will remain in opposition

The party president ruled out joining the government’s
coalition and will remain in opposition. [Edge Malaysial

Talks of Umno partnership

PAS expressed interest in renewing ties with United
Malays National Organisation (UMNO), despite
UMNO's involvement in the Unity Government.
However, UMNO rejected the idea, with its secretary-
general describing the proposal as unworkable. [Malay
Mail]

PAS promises to close Genting Casino in strike against
gambling

The party has promised to shut down Malaysia's only
casino if its wins control of Pahang state. They have
urged their commitment to ban gambling and, in a bid
to win more popularity in the region, promise their
control over Pahang will ensure Genting Casino is shut
down. Party officials have also promised to ban
alcohol, if they are elected to power. [Strait Times]

Meanwhile, Sansuri Nor, the PAS election director has
stated he has no desire to be named PN's candidate
for prime minister. He stressed that he is a party man
and would strictly follow PAS' role in leading the PN
opposition coalition. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Police report filed against PAS
deputy president

(oc) The Democratic Action Party's (DAP) member Lim
Lip Eng has filed a police report against the Malaysian
Islamic Party’'s (PAS) Tuan lbrahim for his comments

about non-Malays and their language. Lim has alleged
Tuan's words were racist. It was reported that at PAS's
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annual convention on September 12 Tuan Ibrahim said
if Chinese and Indians talked in their indigenous
languages it would threaten the Malay community.

Lim therefore questioned whether Tuan broke the
nation’s law. He alluded to how Sections 504 and 505(c)
of the Penal Code state stimulating racial tensions and
provocation is against the law. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: NGO group accuses shipping
company of sending arms to Israel

(oc) Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) Malayasia is
expected to lodge a police report against a regional
shipping company for allegedly transporting explosives
to Israel.

BDS are a group of NGOs based in Malaysia dedicated
to fighting for Palestinian freedom by promoting
boycotting or sanctioning certain goods. According to
their own website they are part of a wider international
mission to put pressure on Israel by utilizing boycott
and sanction techniques to ultimately stop the
occupation of Palestinian territory. [BDS Malaysia]

They believe the vessel carried eight containers of
explosives for Israel. They commented how this is a
violation of the Genocide Convention and the UN's
Human Rights Council's claim for a military embargo
on Israel.

BDS Malaysia has urged the firm to stop operating and
release the cargo. They have also notified the
Malaysian government and urged the Prime Minister
to ban the firm from trading if they refuse to stop
sending arms to Israel. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Shortage of 60,000 engineers for
fuel chip industry

(oc) Malaysia, attempting to grow its fuel chip industry,
is looking for 60,000 engineers to drive economic
growth. The Semiconductor Industry Association
chairman Wong Siew Hai told The Strait Times that
Malaysia urgently needs engineers and has adopted a
strategy of ‘three Rs’- recruit, retain and return-in order
to meet this objective. [Malay Mail]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-sk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-su/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-gl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-gr/

Malaysia: Government announces
projects to support rice industry

(oc) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has promised that
several new projects to grow the rice industry will
materialize in the future. At the Malaysian Agriculture,
Horticulture and Agro Tourism Exhibition Ibrahim
claimed these projects will amount to an expenditure
of around USD 1.1 billion.

Anwar also urged the government to come together
for this cause and to ultimately advance the country. It
appeared at this conference that the PM is focused on
the nation'’s future development.

Also present at the conference was Agriculture and
Food Security Minister Mohamad Sabu, alongside Chief
Secretary to the Government Abu Bakar and the

Health Minister Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad. [New Strait Times]

Malaysia: First batch of new fighter jets
expected in 2026

(oc) The Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) is expected
to receive the first batch of 18 FA-50M fighter jets in
2026. Defense Minister Khaled Nordin said the jets’
construction is following the planned schedule and
believes they will strengthen the Malaysian armed
forces.

The acquisition of the jets is part of the Capability
Development plan 2055 which aims to develop
Malaysia's security and ability to defend its space.
Unlike other FA-50 models, 18 FA-50M fighter jets are
equipped with a state-of-the-art radar system and air-
to-air refueling ability.

The jets are currently being built in South Korea and
come at a total cost of USD 840 million. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Civil Defense increases
manpower before monsoon season

(oc) The Malaysian Civil Defense is willing to use 11,000
employees to deal with the Northeast Monsoon due to
begin in October. The Civil Defense director Rosman
Abdullah said they are highly prepared to tackle the
upcoming season.

With this preparedness comes a cost. In hotspots, such
as the East Coast, leave for workers will not be
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permitted. He advised the public to avoid visiting
certain recreational places that are at risk during
Monsson season to avoid accidents. [The Star]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army
takes police station near ruby hub
Hpakant

(dqgl) Clashes between the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) and Myanmar junta forces intensified near
Hpakant's ruby hub in Seng Taung village after the KIA,
alongside the Kachin People’s Defense Force (KPDF)
and joint resistance forces, seized the village's police
station. According to the KIA the 12-hour assault began
September 11 night, culminating in the station's
capture on September 12 morning.

Following the takeover, resistance forces launched
clearance operations to remove junta troops who had
fled the station and taken refuge in civilian homes. In
response, the military regime conducted airstrikes,
with several bombing runs on Friday aimed at
supporting ground troops. [The Irrawaddy 1]

In a separate development, around 70 people, mostly
detainees, were killed in junta airstrikes on Arakan
Army (AA) detention centers in Rakhine State's
Pauktaw and Maungdaw townships on September 8
and 9, according to the AA.

Two junta fighter jets targeted a Border Guard Police
headquarters in Maungdaw, which the AA had seized
in July. The facility was being used to detain regime
forces, military informants, and militants from the
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) and Rohingya
Solidarity Organization (RSO), both of which are
reportedly collaborating with the junta in northern
Rakhine. [The Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Arakan Army of Rakhine denies
allegations of crime against Rohingya

(tl) The Arakan Army (AA) has denied international
allegations of attacks on Rohingya civilians in northern
Rakhine State and doubled down with strong rebukes.
Buthidaung township was taken over by the Arakan
Army (AA) on May 17 in northern Rakhine State,
Myanmar. Large swathes of the town were allegedly
set on fire the following day, leading Rohingya activists
to accuse AA fighters of arson and forced relocation.
They claimed that thousands of Rohingyclaimedusly
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living in Buthidaung had been left homeless.

The AA has denied the allegations and claiming that
the group is liberating Rakhine for all people and that
false accusations are "betraying the Rakhine State."
The group claimed that Buthidaung was burned by
military junta air strikes and accused the junta and its
allies of spreading disinformation.

The AA has released photos and videos showcasing its
troops assisting Rohingya and interviews with
refugees. Moreover, the group is providing
humanitarian aid to approximately 200,000 internally
displaced people (IDPs) from Buthidaung and
Maungdaw, of whom about 80 percengt are Muslims.
Both the AA and some commentators contend that
Rohingya diaspora activists have maintained a hardline
attitude of distrust toward the AA while Rohingya
communities on the ground are purportedly more
supportive. [The Irrawaddy] [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Floods claim lives of 18
resistance medics

(sc) On September 13, eighteen medics affiliated with
various resistance groups, including the Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs), lost their lives due to flooding
during a river crossing exercise in Demoso Township,
Karenni State. The group, participating in a KNDF
training course, was swept away by strong currents
while trying to assist each other across the river. All
eighteen bodies have since been recovered, and the
KNDF has pledged to conduct a thorough investigation
into the tragic event and share the outcomes publicly.
[The Irrawaddy] [Myanmar Now]

The flooding in Myanmar has escalated following
Typhoon Yagi's impact on neighboring Vietnam,
causing widespread destruction across several states
and regions. Over 70 tents housing displaced
individuals in five camps within Demoso Township
were destroyed, and additional damage was reported
in Thandaung Township, Karen State, where ten tents
were swept away.

According to Tun Myanmar Donation, a local relief
organization, the flooding has also resulted in three
fatalities and the destruction of 25 houses in Pekon
Township. [The Irrawaddy] [Myanmar Now]
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Myanmar: Civil war spurs housing price
surge in Yangon

(sc) As Myanmar grapples with an escalating civil war,
the influx of residents fleeing from rural and conflict-
ridden areas to the relative safety of Yangon is driving
up housing prices in the city. In the bustling suburbs of
Yangon, such as the StarCity luxury complex, landlords
are seizing the opportunity to capitalize on the growing
demand, with one landlord attempting to terminate a
lease early to sell to a high bidder from Mandalay. This
trend is not isolated, as Mandalay itself has seen a
similar influx from smaller towns under siege, creating
a ripple effect that pushes more people towards
Yangon, further inflating real estate values. [Nikkei
Assia]

In August, the price for standard condominiums in
Yangon skyrocketed to about MMK 500 million (USD
91,000), marking a sharp increase of over 70 percent
since the military takeover in February 2021, with a
significant 30 percent rise occurring in June and July
2024 alone, according to broker iMyanmarHouse.

This surge in real estate prices benefits major
companies like Yoma Strategic Holdings, which has
seen robust sales at StarCity condos, helping it return
to profitability for the fiscal year ended March 2024.
Local business owners are witnessing a boost in
customer traffic and sales, attributing it to the growing
urban population amidst the country’s ongoing
economic struggles and high inflation. [Nikkei Assia]

Philippines: House begins plenary debates
on 2025 national budget

(ga) The House of Representatives began plenary
debates on the proposed PHP 6.352 trillion national
budget for 2025 on September 16. The discussions
focus on backing the Agenda for Prosperity and
Bagong Pilipinas programs of President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.

House Speaker Martin Romualdez emphasized that the
budget aims to support various social protection,
financial aid, medical programs, and food price
stabilization, including reducing rice prices to PHP 42
per kilo. The budget will also fund infrastructure
expansion, educational support, and efforts to sustain
the country's economic growth, targeting a 6% or
higher rate.
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The debates will cover budgets for key departments
and agencies, including the Department of Finance,
Department of Justice, Department of Agrarian
Reform, Department of National Defense, and others,
throughout the week. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Pastor Apollo Quiboloy pleads
not guilty to child abuse, trafficking
charges

(rr) Apollo Quiboloy, a Philippine pastor and close ally
of former president Rodrigo Duterte, has pleaded “not
guilty” to charges of human trafficking, where he
allegedly used sect members, including children, to
raise funds and serve him in various capacities. [Al
Jazeera] [France24]

Known as the self-proclaimed "Appointed Son of God,"
Quiboloy leads the Kingdom of Jesus Christ (KOJC), a
powerful religious sect that claims millions of
followers. His organization also owns a television
network, which has amplified his influence in the
mainly Catholic Philippines. The pastor surrendered in
early September after a police search of his sprawling
compound in Davao City, following allegations
involving the exploitation of women and children from
his church.

The Philippine National Police (PNP) has identified
some members of Quiboloy's alleged private army,
referred to as the "angels of death." These individuals
are reportedly tasked with intimidating or harming
those who might reveal secrets about the KOJC. The
PNP is investigating whether the identified members,
including Army reservists and militiamen, are part of
this private force. The PNP plans to revoke their
firearm licenses as part of the ongoing probe. [GMA
Network 1]

Additionally, more than half of the witnesses against
Quiboloy are now under the Department of Justice's
(DOJ) witness protection program. [GMA Network 2]

In addition to the local charges, Quiboloy is also
wanted in the United States on a range of serious
charges. A U.S. grand jury indicted him in 2021 for
conspiracy to engage in sex trafficking, sex trafficking
of children, and bulk cash smuggling. The U.S.
indictment describes how women were allegedly
recruited as his personal assistants, forced to perform
sexual acts, and threatened with harm if they
disobeyed.
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Philippines: Supreme Court upholds
cancellation of party-list registration

(ga) In the Philippines, the Supreme Court has upheld
the Commission on Elections' (COMELEC) decision to
cancel the registration of An Waray as a party-list
organization. In a 14-1 vote, the court ruled that
COMELEC has exclusive jurisdiction to handle the
cancellation of party-list registrations, as outlined in
the Constitution and the Party-List System Act.

An Waray was initially allocated one seat in the 2013
elections but later received a second seat through a
provisional resolution by the National Board of
Canvassers (NBOC). However, the final distribution of
seats in 2014 reduced An Waray's entitlement to just
one seat.

A petition was filed in 2019 alleging that An Waray
violated the Party-List System Act by allowing Noel to
assume office despite the group's entitlement to only
one seat. COMELEC granted the petition to cancel An
Waray's registration, which the Supreme Court has
now affirmed, citing that COMELEC did not abuse its
discretion. The court referenced Section 6(5) of the
Party-List System Act, which allows for the cancellation
of a party-list's registration if election laws or
regulations are violated. [Supreme Court Philippines]

Philippines: PAO strengthens partnership
with Muslim community for free legal aid
in Mindanao

(ga) The Public Attorney’s Office (PAO) has
strengthened its partnership with the Muslim
community, extending its services in Mindanao to
provide free legal assistance to Muslim Filipinos. PAO
Chief Persida Rueda-Acosta announced this
commitment during a peace summit held in Manila,
organized by the National Commission on Muslim
Filipinos (NCMF) through its Bureau of Peace and
Conflict Resolution (BPCR).

To ensure the provision of legal services, PAO has
established several branches across Mindanao,
offering mediation and conciliation as part of its quasi-
judicial functions. PAO emphasized its long-standing
role in peace-building, highlighting cases the office has
handled, including those involving the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) and the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF). [The Manila Times]
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Philippines: Human rights commission
seeks USD 19.91 million budget for 2025

(Im) The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) of the
Philippines is requesting a budget of PHP 1.109 billion
(approximately USD 19.91 million) for 2025, which has
been approved at the Senate committee level and will
proceed to plenary discussions. This amount, included
in the National Expenditure Program, is significantly
lower than the CHR's original proposal of PHP 1.799
billion (approximately USD 32.30 million), leaving a
shortfall of around PHP 700 million (approximately
USD 12.56 million).

Additionally, CHR Chairperson Richard Palpal-latoc
noted that an extra PHP 106 million (approximately
USD 1.90 million) is required to help implement the
commission’s responsibilities under 16 special laws,
including the Mental Health Act. [Rappler]

Philippines: Immigration Bureau arrests
six foreign fugitives, including five
Chinese nationals

(ga) The Philippine Bureau of Immigration (Bl) recently
arrested six foreign fugitives, including five Chinese
nationals wanted for various crimes. Four of the
individuals were detained on August 31 after a police
raid on a cryptocurrency scam hub in Paraflaque City,
where they were linked to offenses such as fraud,
illegal business practices, and concealing crimes.

Additionally, the Bl's Fugitive Search Unit arrested a
Taiwanese man wanted for rape and overstaying in the
country for 20 years. They also detained a Chinese
national accused of leading an online criminal group
involved in hacking and fraud. [Bureau of Immigration
Philippines]

Philippines: 17 Chinese nationals found
guilty of cybersex crimes in lloilo City

(ga) Aregional court in lloilo City, Philippines, has
found 17 Chinese nationals guilty of cybersex crimes,
specifically for violating the Anti-Trafficking in Persons
Act, Cybercrime Prevention Act, and the Revised Penal
Code. The group was accused of operating a cybersex
den, forcing workers hired for a non-voice call center
to engage in "lustful" phone conversations and
perform lascivious acts, which were recorded using a
computer system. The convicts were sentenced to four
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to eight months in prison and fined PHP 75,000
(approximately USD 1,347) for each case.

The group was arrested in a November 2023 raid,
during which authorities seized computer units, mobile
phones, and other equipment. They remain in custody,
awaiting transfer to the Bureau of Immigration after
serving their sentence and paying the fines. [Philippine
Star]

Philippines: Customs broker, three others
convicted for smuggling USD 115 million
of shabu in 2017

(rr) A Manila Regional Trial Court convicted customs
broker Mark Taguba Il and three others for their
involvement in the smuggling of more than 600
kilograms of shabu (methamphetamine) worth PHP 6.4
billion (approximately USD 115.09 million) in 2017.
Judge Alma Crispina Lacorte sentenced them to
reclusion perpetua (20 to 40 years in prison) and
ordered each to pay a fine of PHP 50 million (around
USD 899,000) for each of the three complaints in the
case.

The drugs were smuggled from China and concealed in
five metal cylinders stored in a Valenzuela City
warehouse, after being transported from the Manila
International Container Port. Several other suspects
involved remain at large. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: NPA leader, three others
killed in clashes in Cagayan province

(ga) Four members of the New People’s Army (NPA),
including a key leader, were killed in clashes with the
Philippine Army in Cagayan province on September 11.
The encounter occurred in the remote area of
Barangay Baliuag, Peflablanca, during military
operations. [Inquirer]

Philippines: Department of Health to
increase children's vaccination efforts

(ga) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has directed the
Department of Health (DOH) to enhance its National
Immunization Program (NIP) with a 40% budget
increase of PHP 2.3 billion from 2021. This funding
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aims to restore and strengthen the immunization rates
for children across the Philippines.

The DOH is set to launch the Bakuna Eskwela program
on October 7 at a local elementary school in
partnership with the Department of Education. This
initiative will offer vaccines for HPV, measles, rubella,
tetanus, and diphtheria to students from Grades 1 to
7, with HPV vaccines specifically targeting Grade 4 girls.

Currently, only 34% of the target 2 million children are
vaccinated annually. While vaccination remains
voluntary, the DOH will collaborate with local
governments to address vaccine hesitancy and ensure
access, particularly in remote areas. Private schools
can coordinate with nearby public schools to facilitate
vaccinations.

The DOH aims to reach a 95% immunization rate
annually, up from the current 71%, and has allocated
PHP 7.9 billion for vaccine procurement in 2025, with
additional funds for health worker allowances and
public information campaigns. [Philippine Star] [Manila
Bulletin]

Singapore: Bill passes granting more
protections for gig workers

(ga) Singapore passed a landmark bill on September
10, designating ride-hail drivers, private-hire drivers,
and freelance delivery workers as a distinct legal
category between employees and the self-employed.
Starting January 1, 2025, these 70,500 platform
workers will benefit from increased contributions to
the Central Provident Fund (CPF) savings scheme,
aligned with employee and employer rates. The
platform operators must provide standardized work
injury compensation insurance equivalent to employee
coverage.

The new law also allows platform workers to form
platform work associations, similar to trade unions,
enabling them to negotiate collective agreements with
platform operators and access avenues of redress,
including the right to strike under justified conditions.
The bill, supported by 26 Members of Parliament
(MPs), is part of a three-year process to address issues
specific to platform work.

The government will also monitor potential cost pass-
through to workers or consumers. Platform operators
are discouraged from charging additional fees to offset
new requirements. The five-year transition period for


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-ydh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-ydk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-ydk/

CPF contributions is intended to balance stakeholder
impacts.

While some MPs raised concerns about algorithm
transparency and potential worker discrimination, the
government opted against regulating proprietary
algorithms. Instead, platform work associations will be
empowered to address such issues directly with
operators. The law also establishes a competitive
insurance market to set premiums for work injury
compensation based on risk indicators, with an initial
estimation that premiums will not significantly exceed
employee insurance rates.

The scope of the law could expand in the future to
cover freelancers in other sectors, such as domestic
cleaning, caregiving, and locum nurses. The
government will evaluate additional sectors and
consider phased implementation if necessary. The law
aims to balance protections for platform workers with
preserving the flexibility of gig work while addressing
concerns about long-term career progression. [The
Straits Times]

Singapore: Police investigating e-
commerce platform over payment delays
to vendors

(ga) Singapore-based e-commerce platform Qoo10 is
under police investigation due to payment delays to
local vendors. Merchants have faced months of unpaid
withdrawals, prompting some to seek help from the
Small Claims Tribunals, while others have stopped
selling on the platform.

The payment delays began in July, coinciding with
financial issues at Qoo10's South Korean subsidiaries,
TMON and WeMakePrice. Qoo10 has not provided a
clear resolution, and after laying off 80 percent of its
staff in August, communication with vendors has
worsened. [CNA]

Singapore: Emergency medical team
established for local and global crisis
response

(ga) Singapore has launched the Singapore Emergency
Medical Team (SGEMT) to provide rapid medical
assistance during both local and international crises on
September 12. The SGEMT operates like a mobile field
hospital and can offer emergency services, primary
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care, as well as maternal and child health care to over
100 patients daily for up to two weeks.

Singapore’s Health Minister Ong Ye Kung emphasized
that SGEMT's inauguration shows the nation’s
commitment to regional disaster response, drawing
from lessons learned during past relief missions.
Singapore's new team is now part of a global network
of 40 WHO-classified emergency medical teams, ready
to provide essential medical supportin crises
worldwide. [CNA]

Singapore: Corruption charges against
HDB manager and contractor withdrawn

(ga) Corruption charges against Tan Siam Chua, a
senior estate manager at Singapore's Housing and
Development Board (HDB), and Liong Ah Chye, director
of Liong Construction, were withdrawn on September
16. Tan had faced one charge of abetting corrupt
transactions with agents, while Liong was accused of
providing a false quotation to HDB at Tan's instigation
in September 2023.

The Attorney-General's Chambers (AGC) stated that
after careful consideration, a stern warning would be
administered to both men, noting that although
offenses were evident, HDB ultimately did not use the
false quotation. Both men have been granted a
discharge amounting to an acquittal, which prevents
recharging for the same offense. [ChannelNews Asia]
[The Straits Times]

Singapore: DSTA manager faces charges
for leaking sensitive information

(ga) A Defence Science and Technology Agency (DSTA)
programme manager, Hsu Yee Chern, was charged
under Singapore's Official Secrets Act (OSA) for leaking
confidential information about three DSTA projects to
a project manager, Tan Kian Meng.

The information disclosed included details about failed
bids for a project and DSTA's budget of SGD 3 million
(USD 2.3 million) for a renovation project at Stagmont
Road. Hsu allegedly shared this data between
December 2018 and May 2019.

Both men face up to two years in jail or fines of up to
SGD 2,000 (USD 1,540) if convicted. DSTA has
suspended Hsu following the investigation by the
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Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau (CPIB).
[ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Viethamese-American national
charged in connection with money
laundering case

(ga) A 61-year-old Viethamese-American national has
been charged in Singapore in connection with a USD
8.3 million money laundering case. He is accused of
being involved in a scheme that laundered significant
sums of money through various bank accounts and
transactions.

The funds were deposited between December 2019
and October 2020 and are believed to be proceeds
from overseas investment scams. Among the funds,
USD 5.3 million was reportedly found in a UOB bank
account for one of the companies. The accused is
accused of failing to justify the origin of this money,
suspected of being indirectly linked to criminal
conduct.

If convicted, the man faces up to ten years in prison
and fines under the Corruption, Drug Trafficking and
Other Serious Crimes (Confiscation of Benefits) Act.
[ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: 65 individuals arrested in
major drug sweep

(ga) A total of 65 suspected drug offenders were
arrested during a Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) anti-
drug operation conducted from September 9 to 13,
2024, across various areas in Singapore. The operation
led to the seizure of a variety of drugs, including 954g
of heroin, 201g of methamphetamine (Ice), 158g of
cannabis, 20g of Ecstasy, 9g of ketamine, 428 Erimin-5
tablets, and five bottles suspected to contain GHB. The
drugs seized are estimated to be worth SGD 120,000
(approximately USD 92,400). [The Straits Times]

In Singapore, those convicted of trafficking significant
amounts of heroin or cannabis may face the
mandatory death penalty.

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn
delivers first policy statement; focus on
slumping economy
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(msz/bk) In her first parliamentary speech, Thailand's
new Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra gave the
inaugural speech outlining policies with the emphasis
on her government’s plans to address the country's
economic challenges. The prime minister also pledged
to continue many of her predecessor prime minister
Srettha Thavisin’s policies.

Paetongtarn, leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and
daughter of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
took office after Srettha was ousted by the
Constitutional Court due to an ethics violation. Despite
the political turmoil, Paetongtarn promised swift action
to relieve high household debt, reduce the rising cost
of living, and boost incomes to restore confidence
among the Thai population.

She outlined several immediate government actions,
including measures to alleviate electricity, fuel, and
transport costs, while also promising to enhance
tourism and modernize the agricultural sector through
new technologies. Paetongtarn’s government also
plans to legalize and tax the "informal economy" and
"underground economy," hinting at the legalization of
casinos to boost revenue.

In her speech, Paetongtarn committed to Srettha’s
10,000-baht digital cash handout scheme, originally
intended to distribute funds to all Thai citizens aged 16
and older. However, her administration will prioritize
payments to low-income groups first, with payouts
expected in the coming months.

Additionally, Paetongtarn addressed the controversial
issue of cannabis. She signaled support for using
cannabis medically to boost the economy, stepping
back from earlier pledges to fully ban the drug, which
was decriminalized in 2022. Her government will focus
on adding regulations to prevent misuse while
ensuring the drug's economic potential is realized.

Paetongtarn also set longer-term goals, including
tackling climate change, improving education quality,
enhancing universal healthcare, and drafting a more
democratic constitution to stabilize the country
politically. Military reform, a key part of Pheu Thai's
campaign platform, will also be a priority, although
Paetongtarn's administration has softened its position
since forming a coalition with pro-military parties.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Khaosod English] [Associated Press]

Four key funding sources for priority policies

To fund these initiatives, the government plans to
utilize four key financial sources. First, by amending
laws to allow access to the Financial Institutions
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Development Fund (FIDF), half of the FIDF's
contributions from financial institutions' deposits will
be allocated to government projects. Second, the
government intends to sell shares held by the Finance
Ministry in non-state enterprises valued at
approximately THB 796.63 billion (USD 24 billion).

Third, revenue is expected from taxing informal and
underground economies, such as online gambling,
which could contribute significantly to Thailand's GDP.
Lastly, the government plans to develop entertainment
complexes with legal casinos, which are anticipated to
bolster the tourism sector and generate substantial
economic gains. [The Nation]

Poll reveals little public confidence in government

Against this backdrop, it is noteworthy that a recent
poll conducted by the National Institute of
Development Administration shows that most Thais
lack confidence in Prime Minister Paetongtarn’s
government. The survey, which included 1,310
respondents from various regions, found that 35.42
percent expressed low confidence in the government's
ability to address national issues, while 28.17 percent
had moderate confidence, and 22.52 percent had no
confidence at all.

Key concerns among respondents include fears that
the government will fail to deliver on its promises or
underperform, as cited by 36.03 percent of those
surveyed. Another significant concern is Paetongtarn's
age and political inexperience, which 32.14 percent
worry could lead to poor decision-making.
Furthermore, 32.14 percent are troubled by the
potential influence of her father, former Prime Minister
Thaksin, which they believe could lead to legal issues
for the government. Corruption, political
mismanagement, and street protests against
Paetongtarn’s government are also listed as major
concerns. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Opposition berates government
over charter

(Im) Thailand’s main opposition People's Party
criticized the government for downplaying the
importance of rewriting the 2017 constitution, calling
for it to be treated as an urgent priority. During a
parliamentary session on September 12, People's Party
leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut expressed
doubts about the government's commitment to this
promised reform, as it was not emphasized in Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's policy statement.
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Natthaphong urged the government to prioritize the
charter rewrite, alongside the People's Party's four
proposed amendment bills.

Unlike the previous government led by Srettha
Thavisin, which had listed the constitution rewrite as
one of its top five urgent policies, Paetongtarn’s
government only mentioned the issue briefly, with little
detail. People's Party MP Phuthita Chaianuan warned
that the 2017 constitution allowed too much military
and judicial influence over governance and described it
as a "ticking political time bomb." She criticized the
government for not committing to a clear timeline for
the rewrite or ensuring public participation in the
process.

The debate took place during the two-day
parliamentary session focused on the government's
policy statement, which emphasized economic
measures over political reforms. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Political parties move to amend
charter, limit ethics complaints against
political figures

(Im) A proposal is being supported by various political
parties in Thailand to amend the constitution,
specifically to prevent broad interpretations of ethical
standards for political office-holders. This initiative
follows the Constitutional Court's ruling that dismissed
former Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin over an ethics
violation.

The main opposition, the People's Party, proposed
section-by-section amendments to clarify the ethical
standards for political figures to avoid potential misuse
of these standards. The Pheu Thai Party has advocated
for this change, which is expected to gain broad
support from both government and opposition parties.

The government aims to expedite these amendments,
but because they affect the qualifications of political
office-holders, a public referendum is required. A
nationwide referendum on the constitutional rewrite is
expected early next year, coinciding with provincial
elections. The proposal also seeks to amend the
referendum law to replace the "double majority"
requirement with a single majority vote to pass
amendments more easily. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Digital wallet scheme switches
to cash payments; first round to start on
September 25

(bk) Thailand's digital wallet scheme has shifted to cash
payments after the Digital Government Development
Agency (DGA) abandoned plans for a digital payment
platform due to a lack of bidders. Although three
companies initially expressed interest, none submitted
proposals, prompting the Finance Ministry to initiate
cash disbursements starting on September 25.

The scheme, designed to distribute THB 10,000 (USD
300) per person, registered 36 million people, falling
short of the targeted 45 million. Despite this, the
Finance Ministry estimates around 40 million people
will qualify after removing duplicate registrations,
saving the government approximately THB 100 billion
(USD 3 billion) in project costs.

The lower registration numbers were attributed to
challenges in the registration process and lack of
awareness. The deadline for the estimated 3 million
people without smartphones has been extended,
allowing them more time to register. [Bangkok Post]

In the first phase, THB 140 billion (USD 4.2 billion) will
be distributed to 14.2 million recipients, focusing on
vulnerable groups, state welfare cardholders, and
people with disabilities. Finance Minister Pichai
Chunhavajira confirmed that 90 percent of the target
recipients have been screened.

Payments for the remaining 30 million eligible
individuals are expected next year, though it is
undecided whether they will receive full cash payments
or a combination of cash and digital funds. The second
phase will be funded by leftover budget allocated for
infrastructure projects. [Thai PBS World] [The Nation]
[Thai PBS, in Thai] [Bangkokbiznews, in Thai]

Thailand: Pheu Thai MP Pichet,
Bhumjaithai MP Paradorn elected as new
Deputy House Speakers

(msz) On September 11, Pichet Chuamuangphan, a
Pheu Thai MP from Chiang Rai and Paradorn
Prissananantakul, a Bhumjaithai MP from Ang Thong,
were elected as first and second deputy House
speakers respectively. Pichet was nominated by
Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul, while
Paradorn was nominated by Pheu Thai secretary
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general Sorawong Thienthong. Both candidates were
the only candidates nominated for the position.

House of Representatives held a vote on the two
positions following the removal of previous first deputy
from the now defunct Move Forward Party Padipat
Suntiphada. Padipat was removed after the
Constitutional Court's ruling disbanded his party. His
removal paved the way for Pichet, a former second
deputy House speaker to run for first deputy. [Thai PBS
World]

Thailand: New petitions filed as concerns
over Thaksin's control of ruling Pheu Thai
escalate

(Im/msz) Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai Party faces
mounting legal challenges, as at least a dozen
complaints have been lodged against Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra and the party itself. This surge
of legal scrutiny comes amidst growing concerns over
former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra's influence
following his return to Thailand after 15 years of self-
imposed exile. His return has reignited tensions
between pro-Thaksin forces and conservative groups,
who view his involvement as a threat to the country's
political balance.

Allegations of Thaksin’s influence over Pheu Thai Party

One of the major clusters of petitions revolves around
the claim that Thaksin, although not officially a
member of the Pheu Thai, is controlling the party,
which would violate the Organic Act on Political Parties
and could potentially lead to the dissolution of the

party.

This issue gained attention after Thaksin allegedly
invited key figures from the coalition parties, including
Pheu Thai, to his residence for discussions about
forming the new government. Additionally, Thaksin
publicly commented on key political decisions, such as
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra not taking on
the defense portfolio and the inclusion of the
Democrat Party in the government. These actions have
been cited as evidence of his influence over Pheu Thai.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Despite these allegations, Pheu Thai leaders have
denied that Thaksin holds control over the party,
arguing that he merely provides advice as a former
prime minister. In the latest such denials, Deputy
Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai - who is now
also serving as Defence Minister - stated that he alone
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is responsible for the decisions he makes. [Bangkok
Post 2]

However, it is noteworthy that these concerns vis-a-vis
Phumtham’s independence from Thaksin emerged
after his appointment of Gen Trisak Indararusmi, a
former classmate of Thaksin, as his secretary. Still,
Phumtham emphasized that while Gen Trisak brings
valuable experience from his time as an expert adviser
to the Royal Thai Armed Forces, all final decisions will
be his own. [Bangkok Post 3]

Additional complaints

Beyond concerns of Thaksin’s influence, three more
incidents have prompted complaints. First, a party held
in Pathum Thani in June, attended by both Prime
Minister Paetongtarn and Thaksin, allegedly violated
election laws by being held ahead of a provincial
election. The Election Commission has since ordered a
re-run of the election due to the concerns raised.

The second complaint, filed by Ruangkrai
Leekitwatana, a member of the Palang Pracharath
Party, relates to a photo session on September 7 at
Government House, where Paetongtarn and two other
Pheu Thai ministers—Deputy Prime Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai and Transport Minister Suriya
Juangroongruangkit—made "mini-heart" gestures
while wearing full-dress uniforms. Ruangkrai claims
this behavior is a violation of ethical codes for
government officials, especially while in uniform. He
has submitted similar complaints to the National Anti-
Corruption Commission to investigate potential ethics
violations. [Bangkok Post]

Separately, Activist Ruangkrai Leekitwattana has filed a
with the Election Commission (EC) against Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, questioning her
decision to appoint Surapong Piyachote as Deputy
Transport Minister. Surapong had previously been
implicated in a vote-buying scandal during the 2020
Kanchanaburi Provincial Administrative Organisation
(PAO) election, where someone was convicted of
bribing voters on his behalf. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Audio clips prompt call for
probe into PPRP leader Prawit

(Im) Former Pheu Thai Party spokesman Prompong
Nopparit has petitioned the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) to initiate an ethics investigation
into Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, the leader of the Palang
Pracharath Party (PPRP), following the release of
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leaked audio recordings. These clips, which aired
during an episode of the "Inside Thailand" TV show, the
recordings could provide evidence of improper
conduct, which, if verified, could result in a serious
violation of ethics punishable by a lifetime political
ban.

In the four audio clips, a man is heard in one-on-one
phone conversations discussing internal conflicts
within the PPRP. In one recording, the man accuses a
person named “O"” of attempting to remove him from
the party leadership. The same man also expresses his
ambition to become prime minister, citing his years of
experience as deputy prime minister under former
prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha. The timing of the
recordings is unclear, but some speculate they were
made during Prayut's tenure as prime minister.

While the PPRP insists the audio clips were either
doctored or created using artificial intelligence,
Prompong has urged the NACC to investigate their
authenticity and identify those involved. He further
requested that the case be transferred to the Supreme
Court’s Criminal Case Division for Persons Holding
Political Positions if wrongdoing is found. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Additionally, Prompong noted that Suttipong Juljarern,
the permanent secretary of the Ministry of Interior,
confirmed he is heard speaking in one of the
recordings, although a source claims he is not the
individual referred to as “O.”

Thailand: Witthaya selected as acting
chairman of anti-corruption watchdog

(msz) Following the retirement of Pol Gen Watcharapol
Prasarnrajkit on September 9, Witthaya Akhompitak
has been selected as acting chairman of the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC). According to the
NACC, the selection of Witthaya was in accordance
with Section 19 of the Organic Act on Anti-Corruption,
which stipulates that a commissioner may be selected
to act in place of the vacant chairperson until a new
one is appointed. Witthaya, whose term will end in
December after having served nine years, was voted 5-
1 in favor by the six current commissioners.

Witthaya, who has served as the NACC's secretary-
general, graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Political
Science from Ramkhamhaeng University and a
Master's degree in Public Administration from
Pathumthani University. He initially worked at the
Ministry of Interior before transferring to the NACC in
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1982. He was ultimately appointed as NACC
commissioner after applying for a second time.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party candidate wins
by-election in Phitsanulok

(msz) On September 15, coalition-core Pheu Thai Party
candidate Jadet Jantar beat opposition People's Party
candidate Nathachanon Chanaburanasak in the by-
election in constituency 1 of Phitsanulok. Jadet’s victory
marked the first electoral win for Pheu Thai MP in this
northern province in 20 years.

The by-election was called after the sitting MP, Padipat
Santipada of Move Forward Party, was banned from
politics for 10 years following the disbandment of the
party. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Casinos could end up in
monopoly hands, Bhumjaithai MP warns

(Im) Bhumijaithai, a major party in Thailand's ruling
coalition government, reiterated its support for the
coalition-leading Pheu Thai's proposal to legalize
casinos but voiced concerns about the risk of
monopolies benefiting disproportionately from the
initiative. Korrawee Prissananantakul, a Bhumjaithai
MP, emphasized during a joint House of
Representatives and Senate meeting that while the
party does not oppose Pheu Thai's broader vision of an
entertainment complex, they want to ensure the
benefits are widely distributed and not concentrated in
the hands of one or two dominant companies.

Korrawee cautioned against building such complexes
in smaller cities, noting that this would not promote
fair income distribution. He stressed that the
government must carefully weigh the pros and cons of
casino legalization before moving forward, focusing on
whether it would be fair for the Thai people if the
government granted concessions that could generate
an estimated THB 1 billion (USD 30 million) annually.
He suggested that the government could instead
directly invest in and operate casinos, with the revenue
being used to help the poor, ensuring that all Thais
benefit from the policy rather than just select
investors.

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, viewed as
Pheu Thai's de facto leader, previously stated that the
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project would require at least THB 100 billion (USD 3
billion) to implement, but argued that the government
wouldn't need to invest any funds directly while still
reaping substantial benefits from the entertainment
complex.

Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the main
opposition People's Party, expressed concerns that this
and other flagship government projects—such as the
digital wallet handout and the Land Bridge initiative—
would likely benefit private investors more than the
general public.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat, in
response, noted that the casino plan has already
generated significant interest from investors. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Eight plead not guilty in Red Bull
scion case fiasco

(Im) Eight defendants, including former national police
chief Pol Gen Somyot Poompanmoung and former
deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk, have pleaded
not guilty to charges related to the mishandling of the
2012 hit-and-run case involving Red Bull heir Vorayuth
"Boss" Yoovidhya. The case centers on allegations that
the defendants helped Vorayuth evade charges after
he fatally struck a police officer with his Ferrari in
Bangkok.

The charges include dereliction of duty, with particular
focus on the manipulation of evidence, specifically
altering the recorded speed of Vorayuth's vehicle. This
manipulation contributed to the dismissal of the
reckless driving charges initially filed against him. The
case has drawn significant public attention due to its
perceived mishandling and the powerful influence of
the Yoovidhya family, owners of the Red Bull empire.

Vorayuth fled Thailand in 2017, and while several
charges have been dropped due to expired statutes of
limitations, the most serious charge—causing death by
reckless driving—remains and expires in 2027. The
defendants have been granted bail but are prohibited
from leaving the country without court approval. In
response to the public's high level of interest, the court
has scheduled a seven-month trial, with evidence
comprising 30,000 pages of documents and 21
witnesses. The trial is set to begin on December 3.
[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Warrants issued for Tak Bai trial
no-shows

(Im) The Narathiwat Criminal Court has issued arrest
warrants for six defendants involved in the 2004 Tak
Bai massacre case after they failed to appear in court
for questioning. Seven defendants were scheduled to
attend, including former Army Region 4 commander
Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, now a Pheu Thai Party list-
MP, who is protected under immunity. The court has
summoned him for a separate hearing on October 15.

This case involves the deaths of 85 protesters in the
Tak Bai district of Narathiwat, where 78 individuals
died from suffocation while being transported in army
trucks, following an initially peaceful protest. The
statute of limitations for the case will expire on
October 25, raising concerns among human rights
activists that delays could prevent justice. Despite
former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's apology,
no one has been prosecuted for the deaths.

The court is attempting to keep the case active by
issuing warrants for the no-show defendants, including
military and police officials, and aims to push forward
with the legal process before the statute of limitations
expires. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Hiring bid hit by graft claim

(Im) A woman who applied to be a teacher at a state
school in Sa Kaeo, Thailand, has filed a complaint with
the Education Ministry after her name was replaced by
another candidate on the list of successful applicants.
The complainant, known as "Ben," initially topped the
list of candidates, but in a follow-up announcement,
her name was substituted with someone else, allegedly
linked to a school director in a nearby province.

Ben took her concerns to social media, after which a
deputy director reportedly asked her to remove her
post. Assistant to the Education Minister Siripong
Angkasakulkiat confirmed the complaint and stated
that an investigation had been launched, with all test
papers seized for examination. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: 29 ethnic Karen arrested for
forest encroachment and passport scam

(bk) On September 13, officials at Khuean
Srinagarindra National Park in Kanchanaburi province
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arrested 30 individuals nationals, including nine
children, for illegal entry, forest encroachment, and
destruction of forest land. The arrests followed a
complaint about stateless people living in tents within
the park, possessing firearms, and intimidating local
residents. Among those arrested, 29 were from the
Karen ethnic group, and one was Thai.

Police investigations suggest that the gang leader may
have been running a passport scam, charging Karen
individuals THB 5,000 (USD 151) each with the false
promise of a passport allowing travel to 196 countries.
This scam was highlighted by a Karen YouTuber, who
reported that several viewers had been defrauded.
[The Nation] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Crane collapse kills worker and
damages homes

(Im) A crane collapse at a condominium construction
site in Nakhon Sawan province on September 12
resulted in the death of a Cambodian worker and
caused damage to eight nearby homes. The eight-ton
crane was lifting construction materials to the fourth
floor of a 19-story project when it collapsed, with
debris hitting houses and cars in a nearby community.
The police have launched an investigation into the
cause of the incident. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senior judge suspended amid
molestation allegation by court worker

(Im) A senior judge in Thailand has been suspended by
the Judicial Commission after being accused of
molesting a female court stenographer. The alleged
incident occurred in June during a train journey to
Chiang Mai for a personnel development event. The
judge was reportedly intoxicated when the harassment
took place between Uttaradit's Sila At Station and
Phrae's Den Chai Station.

After the complaint was lodged with the Crime
Suppression Division (CSD) in July, the commission's
inquiry panel found sufficient grounds for a severe
disciplinary violation. The judge had already been
temporarily transferred to an inactive post pending the
investigation. Further investigations by the CSD are
ongoing. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Online sexual abuse now at
severe levels

(Im) A recent report by Thailand's National Economic
and Social Development Council (NESDC) highlights the
severe and growing issue of online sexual harassment
targeting children and young people in the country.
According to the report, such harassment is leading to
significant emotional, social, and mental health
problems, including anxiety, depression, and even
criminal behavior among victims. ECPAT International,
a UNICEF-affiliated organization, identifies Thailand as
one of 25 countries with alarming levels of online child
sexual harassment.

The NESDC outlines three levels of harassment: low,
moderate, and severe. Low-level involves non-specific,
harmful comments, while moderate harassment
involves persistent and privacy-invading actions.
Severe harassment includes luring minors into sexual
acts, recording these acts without consent, and
exploiting victims. Despite the rising number of cases,
these crimes often go underreported due to victims
being unaware of how to seek help or feeling too
embarrassed to report incidents. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: ISOC defends crackdown on pro-
Palestinian rally in Deep South

(msz) The Internal Security Operations Command
(ISOC) defended its actions against a group of youths in
Narathiwat province who attempted to hold a pro-
Palestinian rally during a traditional parade on
September 7. ISOC denied accusations from the
Prachachat Party that it restricted freedom of
expression, stating that paramilitary officers were
enforcing Thailand's geopolitical neutrality. [Bangkok
Post]

The broader context of this incident revolves around
the sensitive geopolitical and domestic environment in
Thailand, particularly in its southern provinces like
Narathiwat, which are predominantly Muslim and have
experienced separatist insurgency movements.

Thailand: Government expected to
nominate Kittiratt for Bank of Thailand
board chair

(Im) The Thai government is expected to nominate
Kittiratt Na Ranong, a former deputy prime minister
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and finance minister, as the chair of the Bank of
Thailand (BoT), according to sources. Kittiratt, a
supporter of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, has been a
vocal critic of the central bank governor's stance on
interest rates. The nomination follows ongoing
tensions between the government and the central
bank over monetary policy, with the government
advocating for a rate cut to stimulate economic
growth, which only reached 1.9 percent last year.

The BoT has kept the benchmark interest rate at 2.50
percent, despite government calls for easing. Kittiratt's
nomination is seen as an attempt by the government
to influence monetary policy, although the BoT chair
cannot directly dictate interest rates. The chair does,
however, lead the board responsible for appointing
the monetary policy committee, which includes the
governor.

The nomination will be reviewed by a selection
committee and must be approved by the finance
minister, cabinet, and the king. The selection process is
expected to conclude by mid-October. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Thai Airways out of the woods,
plans to relist on stock exchange in 2025

(bk) Thai Airways International (THAI) will not revert to
being a state enterprise after completing its business
rehabilitation in 2025, according to Piyasvasti
Amranand, chairman of the airline’s Business
Rehabilitation Plan Executive Committee. He stressed
that the state enterprise model is unsuitable for the
modern aviation industry and emphasized the need to
keep THAI free from political interference.

THAI lost its state enterprise status in 2020 when the
Finance Ministry reduced its shareholding to below 50
percent as part of the airline's rehabilitation process.
Over the past four years, the airline has issued new
shares, converted debt to equity, and halved its
workforce from 30,000 to 15,000. The airline plans to
relist on the stock market in 2025 and attract new
investors, particularly those with expertise in the
aviation sector. THAI is in talks with potential partners
to sell shares, with a focus on bringing in foreign
capital.

The airline's rehabilitation plan includes a debt-to-
equity conversion process, allowing creditors to
convert up to 24.5 percent of their debt into equity.
Additional shares will be offered to existing
shareholders and specific investors, aiming to raise
THB 80 billion (USD 2.4 billion) in capital. THAI will
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submit its securities offering report by September 30,
with plans to be relisted on the Stock Exchange of
Thailand by the second quarter of 2025.

THAI has returned to profitability, with record earnings
of 20 billion baht last year and second-quarter revenue
of THB 43.9 billion (USD 1.3 billion) in 2023. It plans to
expand its workforce to 17,000 and increase its fleet to
100 aircraft. However, Piyasvasti cautioned that it is
crucial to protect THAI's new status as a privately
owned company from political interference, warning
that lobbying and interference could lead to a return to
the problems of the past. [The Nation]

Thailand: THB 400 minimum wage set
starting from October 1

(msz) On September 13, Labor Minister Phiphat
Ratchakitprakan reiterated that the government will
follow its original timeline of increasing minimum
wages nationwide to THB 400 per day on October 1 for
selected industries. Phiphat added that the
government will not interfere with the resolution of the
Tripartite National Wage Committee, which decides the
minimum wage rates in each province. The minister
also announced that industries not included in the first
wave of wage increase to THB 400 per day on October
1 will undergo adjustments in the second wave, which
is to be announced on January 1, 2025. [The Nation
Thailand]

Meanwhile, the Labor Ministry has submitted a draft
bill to promote and protect self-employed workers with
details covering worker registration, wage structure,
labor protection, legal investigation, and a fund to
provide loans to employees in this segment of workers.
The bill is expected to provide standardized practice
and protection for emerging independent careers,
such as delivery staff for online food and product
platforms, also known as “riders".

Phiphat clarified that riders who work under
employers will be protected under the existing Labour
Protection Act prior to the enactment of the draft bill.
On the other hand, self-employed workers can submit
complaints against platform operators to the Digital
Economy and Society Ministry.

Thailand: State hospitals ‘facing financial
trouble’
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(Im) Dr. Opas Kankawinpong, the permanent secretary
of the Public Health Ministry, revealed that state-
owned hospitals across Thailand are facing serious
financial difficulties due to budget shortages. The
ministry is responsible for around 1,000 hospitals, and
the lack of funds is affecting salaries, medical supplies,
and technological investments. Currently, the ministry
spends THB 10 billion (USD 300 million) per month on
hospital management and maintenance but only has
THB 20 billion (USD 600 million) in cash reserves, far
short of the required THB 60 billion (USD 1.8 billion).

The ministry also needs to allocate THB 500 million
(USD 15 million) to each of the 13 health authorities
nationwide for investments in buildings and
equipment. To address these issues, Dr. Opas is calling
for cooperation from hospital directors to improve
financial management. Additionally, the ministry plans
to decentralize its administrative structure next year to
empower local offices and improve the situation.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Hospitals opt out of health security budget talks

In related updates, an association of state-run
hospitals boycotted a meeting with the National Health
Security Office (NHSO) regarding the 2025 fiscal year
budget, citing frustration over the NHSO's handling of
budget allocations. Dr. Anukul Thaitanundr, president
of the State-Run Hospitals Club, stated that the NHSO
has consistently ignored the hospitals' proposals and
calls for fair financial compensation, especially after a
change in how reimbursement rates were calculated
for services under the universal healthcare scheme.

The association expressed concerns over transparency
in the NHSO's budget planning, which involves over
THB 100 billion (USD 3 billion) annually. Dr. Anukul
emphasized the need for a joint meeting of all
healthcare providers to ensure clarity on budget
allocations and allow for shared learning from each
other’s experiences.

Approximately 91 state-run hospitals are facing severe
financial crises due to the NHSO's changes, particularly
the lowered reimbursement rate for in-patient
treatment. The NHSO defended its decision, stating it
was necessary to prevent the National Health Security
Fund from going into a THB 10 billion (USD 300 million)
deficit. However, the reimbursement rate is expected
to return to normal for the 2025 fiscal year. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Health Ministry to question state doctor with multiple jobs
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Meanwhile, the Public Health Ministry is investigating a
state doctor employed at Yala Hospital who is allegedly
working at multiple private hospitals, despite receiving
additional pay for signing a non-competition clause.
The clause entitles doctors to a monthly incentive of
THB 10,000 (about USD 300) for agreeing not to work
at private institutions. The doctor in question received
THB 120,000 (USD 3,600) in incentives last year and
THB 30,000 (USD 900) this year, according to a post by
the Anti-Corruption Organisation of Thailand (ACT).

A committee has been formed to investigate, and if the
doctor is found in breach of his contract, he will be
required to repay double the amount received, plus 15
percent interest per year. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Consumers shift focus to
essentials

(Im) A PwC survey reveals that 54 percent of Thai
consumers are concerned about macroeconomic
volatility affecting the country's economy, prompting a
shift in spending toward essential goods. Despite
economic uncertainties, sustainable consumption is
becoming increasingly important, with 58 percent of
consumers willing to pay up to 11.7 percent more for
eco-friendly products. Social media is the preferred
shopping channel, with 73 percent of Thais purchasing
products via these platforms, although concerns about
data privacy persist.

The survey also shows that 69 percent of Thais plan to
increase spending on groceries, 60 percent on health
and beauty products, and 52 percent on electronics in
the next six months. Additionally, 95 percent of
consumers report being impacted by climate change,
with sustainability initiatives such as waste reduction
and eco-friendly packaging influencing purchasing
decisions. Interest in electric vehicles is also high, with
79 percent of consumers considering EVs or hybrid
vehicles. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Mid-priced hotels struggled in
August

(Im) Mid-priced and budget hotels in Thailand,
particularly those rated below four stars, faced
challenges in maintaining their room and occupancy
rates in August, as customers remained highly
sensitive to pricing. Although the national average
occupancy rate improved to 61.8 percent compared to
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the previous year's 58.4 percent, it still falls short of the
pre-pandemic level of 64.7 percent. Hotels rated three
stars or lower saw a more concerning drop, with
occupancy rates declining to 49.3 percent, while
higher-end hotels with four stars or more experienced
a surge, reaching 68.8 percent occupancy.

According to the Thai Hotels Association (THA), 40
percent of the surveyed hotels have not fully resumed
their revenue levels, with 20 percent of hotel operators
predicting they will only return to normal by the
second quarter or second half of 2025. About 7
percent of hotels remain pessimistic, believing they
may never fully recover to pre-pandemic performance.
Only 31 percent of hotels reported higher revenue
than before the pandemic, largely due to increased
room rates following renovations and upgrades.

The main clientele for these hotels consists of
international tourists, with more than 50 percent of
occupancy driven by guests from China, the Middle
East, Europe, and other parts of Asia. However, many
hotels that were unable to raise their rates attributed
this to price sensitivity among their target market (63
percent), intense competition (55 percent), and a drop
in bookings (42 percent).

The average room rate for mid-priced hotels remained
below THB 1,500 (USD 45) per night, significantly lower
than the rates at five-star hotels, which exceeded THB
5,000 (USD 150), and four-star hotels, priced between
THB 1,500 and THB 2,499 (USD 45 to USD 75) per night.
Labor shortages also persisted, with 40 percent of
hotels struggling to fill vacancies, particularly in the
Central region. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: BMC approves USD 2.72 billion
budget for 2025 fiscal year

(Im) The Bangkok Metropolitan Council (BMC) has
approved a budget of THB 90.8 billion (USD 2.72
billion) for the 2025 fiscal year for the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA). Of this, THB 90
billion (USD 2.7 billion) is allocated for planned
expenditures, while THB 828.53 million (USD 24.86
million) will fund the BMA's commercial plans. The
Public Works Department received the largest portion
of the budget, with THB 9.21 billion (USD 276.3 million),
followed by the Drainage and Sewerage Department
and the Medical Services Department.

During the budget review, THB 5.57 billion (USD 167.1
million) was cut from the expenditure plan, including a
THB 29.5 million (USD 885,000) request for external
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consultants, deemed unnecessary due to sufficient
internal expertise.

Governor Chadchart Sittipunt expressed gratitude for
the approval and promised efficiency and transparency
in spending. Additionally, the BMC will consider a
special request for THB 14.54 billion (USD 436.2
million) to settle debts owed to the operator of the
Green Line BTS Skytrain, with a committee formed to
study the matter. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Rice mills call on government to
negotiate easing of lending regulations
head of harvest season

(Im) The Thai Northeastern Rice Mills Association has
called on the government to negotiate with banks to
ease lending regulations ahead of the upcoming rice
harvest season. According to Wichai Srinawakul, the
association's president, commercial banks have set
strict lending policies, limiting the financial liquidity of
rice mills that need to purchase rice from farmers
during the season starting in November. Although rice
mills have provided guaranteed assets, banks have
only approved limited credit, impacting the mills' ability
to buy from farmers. This is especially crucial in the
northeastern region, where an aggregate rice harvest
of 7.5 million tonnes is expected.

Wichai highlighted that more than 40 percent of the
160 rice mills in the association require loans from
state-run commercial banks, while the rest have
applied to private banks. He urged the government to
work with banks to ease restrictions, as this would
greatly benefit farmers.

Concerns have been rising as the price of polished rice
has dropped from THB 17,800 (USD 534) to THB 17,500
(USD 525) per tonne, while the price of unmilled rice
has fallen from THB 12,000 (USD 360) to THB 10,800~
11,000 (USD 324-330) per tonne. Thai Rice Mills
Associations President Rangsan Sabaimuang warned
that mills might stop buying rice if their financial
situation does not improve within a week.

The group has also echoed concerns raised by the
Phetchabun Farm Plants Association, which had earlier
announced a temporary halt in purchasing grain due
to a lack of funds. Wichai urged newly appointed
Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan to support
mills and farmers by negotiating low-interest loans
with banks. However, Thai Agriculturist Association
President Pramote Charoensilp stated that he does not
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believe rice mills will cease purchasing rice from
farmers entirely. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government 'has no policy to
axe Bangkok Port'

(Im) Thailand's Transport Ministry has clarified that
there is no policy to relocate Bangkok Port (Klong Toey
Port), but plans are in place to renovate undeveloped
areas within the port. Deputy Transport Minister
Manaporn Charoensri explained that the government
aims to improve the port's infrastructure for water
transport and logistics, while also developing non-
utilized land into smart communities and mixed-use
projects.

While the government plans to build an entertainment
complex at the port, the port's shipping capacity will be
expanded, and local residents will be moved into high-
rise buildings. The area surrounding the port will be
transformed into a transport hub. Details of the
project will be finalized after further discussions
following the government policy statement in
parliament. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chiang Rai's historic deluge and
broader impacts across the country

(bk) Thailand is grappling with its most severe flood
crisis in decades, with the impacts of Tropical Storm
Yagi and subsequent heavy rainfall wreaking havoc
across the country.

Worst flood in Chiang Rai in 80 years

Floodwaters from the overflowing Kok River, triggered
by Tropical Storm Yagi, severely impacted Chiang Rai,
Thailand's northernmost province, with waist-deep
flooding reported on September 12, marking the worst
flood in 80 years. The flood caused flight cancellations
at Mae Fah Luang Chiang Rai International Airport and
closures of key roads and bridges. Six districts,
including Muang and Mae Sai, were affected, with over
10,000 households impacted and three deaths
reported. Evacuations were initiated, and rescue
efforts involved boats and jet skis. [Bangkok Post 1]

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra directed
government agencies to expedite relief efforts,
focusing on evacuations, medical care, food supplies,
and long-term solutions like strengthening flood
defenses. On September 13, she visited the hardest-hit
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Mae Sai district, assuring residents of government
support. Meanwhile, Prince Vacharaesorn, His Majesty
the King's second son, made a private visit to distribute
supplies to flood victims. [Bangkok Post 2] [The Nation
11 [The Nation 2]

Mae Fah Luang Chiang Rai International Airport
resumed flights on September 13, but passengers
faced challenges accessing the airport due to flooded
roads. Travelers are advised to check flight updates
and allow extra time for travel. [Bangkok Post 3]

Mud floods

As the floodwaters receded on September 15,
residents in Chiang Rai's Mae Sai district are appealing
for government assistance to remove over a meter of
mud that filled their homes. The mud has reached the
ceilings of first floors, with some homes experiencing
flooding up to the second floor. The entire village,
located near the Sai River, is buried in thick mud, with
debris such as motorcycles and tree branches partially
visible. Locals, including 2,000 residents and workers,
are struggling to dig out the solidified mud and are
worried their homes may collapse during the clearing
process. [The Nation 3]

Economic impact of Northern Thailand floods reaches
billions

According to the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), the
severe flooding in Northern Thailand has caused an
estimated economic loss of THB 25-27 billion (USD
0.75-0.81 billion). The floods have devastated
agricultural areas, orchards, and impacted 60 FTI
members in Chiang Rai, damaging factories,
machinery, and office equipment. The FTl is assessing
the damage to provide compensation and support to
affected businesses. Members producing consumer
goods are being asked to boost production to meet
increased demand during the crisis. Most affected
businesses in Chiang Rai are in the agricultural
processing sector. [The Nation 4]

Floodwaters flow from Chiang Rai to Thailand's
northeastern provinces

The Mekong River, swollen with floodwaters from
upstream provinces, overflowed on September 15,
flooding the Muang district of Nong Khai, Thailand's
northeastern province. Water levels exceeded one
meter in some areas, inundating major roads. The
floodwaters are moving downstream to Bueng Kan and
Mukdahan provinces, following heavy rains in
Myanmar and Chiang Rai that increased the flow from
the Sai River into the Mekong. Local officials are using
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boats to inspect and evacuate affected communities.
Authorities in Nong Khai province are hopeful that
flooding will subside within two weeks as water levels
in the Mekong River are gradually falling.

The Mekong River, which flows from China through
Thailand, Laos, and several Thai provinces, is expected
to bring massive floodwaters to Cambodia by
September 17 and to Vietnam by September 19. [The
Nation 5] [The Nation 6]

TAT assesses flood-damaged tourism businesses, launches
recovery strategy

Meanwhile, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is
closely monitoring the impact of severe flooding on
tourism in northern and central provinces. According
to the TAT Governor, the agency is assisting affected
households and planning tourism recovery campaigns
for when the floods subside. The recovery plan
involves evaluating businesses in three categories:
those ready to reopen immediately, those needing
time for repairs, and those at risk of permanent
closure. Post-flood recovery efforts will include
promotional campaigns and discounts for northern
provinces. [Bangkok Post 4]

Lessons learned on Thailand's disaster management

The floods underscore the need for improved water
management and disaster preparedness, especially as
climate change exacerbates natural hazards. Thailand's
fragmented early warning system has complicated
evacuation efforts, with multiple agencies issuing
separate, sometimes confusing alerts. Only the
Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Department has
the legal authority to order evacuations, limiting the
effectiveness of warnings from other agencies.

In addition to climate change, experts attribute the
flooding to risky settlements in flood-prone areas.
Encroachment on Mae Sai Riverbanks, which blocks
water flow, has exacerbated the impact. Myanmar's
lack of flood data further hampers prevention efforts,
as the Mae Sai River flows through both countries.
Deforestation and land use changes upstream in
Myanmar also contribute to intensified flooding. [Thai
PBS World]

Foreign Minister vows regional cooperation to tackle
flooding

On September 16, Thai Foreign Minister Maris
Sangiampongsa announced plans to enhance regional
water management collaboration to address long-term
flooding issues. Following severe flooding across
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Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, and Vietnam, Minister Maris
is seeking joint efforts with neighboring countries. He
has already engaged with Myanmar's embassies and
agencies to mitigate flooding in Northern Thailand,
exacerbated by Storm Yagi and runoff into the Salween
River.

The Minister aims to foster cooperation between Thai
and Myanmar water authorities and proposes using
the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (MLC) framework for
comprehensive water management solutions. He
expressed condolences to the flood victims and urged
continued support and assistance for those affected by
the ongoing crisis. [The Nation 7]

Thailand's southern province submerged after heavy rain

In a separate incident, heavy rainfall in the southern
province of Satun led to the overflow of the main
canal, Klong Doo Son, affecting Khuan Don and Muang
districts on September 15. Floodwater submerged
main roads, rendering them impassable. Additionally,
strong winds damaged over 10 houses and caused
power outages by toppling a large tree. Officials
anticipate worsening conditions due to continued rain
and have warned residents in nearby areas to prepare
for potential flooding. Local officials and troops are
actively assisting flood victims and distributing
necessities. [The Nation 8]

Thailand: New Defence Minister
Phumtham vows to review submarine
deal, military reshuffle list

(bk) Upon assuming his official duties on September
16, Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai has announced a review of
two key issues within Thailand's defense sector: the
Royal Thai Navy's submarine deal with China and the
annual military reshuffle list. [The Nation 1]

Submarine Deal Context

The Royal Thai Navy initially intended to purchase
three S26T Yuan-class submarines from China for
approximately USD 1.06 billion (THB 38.61 billion).
However, due to budget constraints, the procurement
was reduced to just one submarine, valued at THB 13.5
billion (USD 405 million). The original contract, signed
in May 2017, specified that the submarine would be
fitted with German-made MTU-396 diesel engines.
However, China Shipbuilding & Offshore International
Co (CSOCQ), the company responsible for the
submarines, later revealed they could not obtain the
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German engines and instead offered a Chinese-made
CHD620 engine. This prompted a need to amend the
contract.

Phumtham's predecessor, Sutin Klungsang, had
decided to move forward with the deal despite
concerns about the engine replacement, noting that
canceling the agreement might harm Thailand's
diplomatic relations with China. However, the contract
amendment had not been finalized before former
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin was ousted by the
Constitutional Court, leaving the Cabinet unable to
approve the changes. Phumtham now intends to
review the submarine deal, taking into account the
reasoning provided by the relevant agencies, while
ensuring Thailand's diplomatic ties with China remain
intact.

Military Reshuffle Context

The annual military reshuffle list, which involves the
promotion of senior military officers, is another matter
that Phumtham is carefully reviewing. A particular
focus of this year's reshuffle has been the selection of
the new navy chief, a decision that has reportedly
delayed the finalization of the list. The current navy
chief, Admiral Adung Phan-iam, is set to retire, and
Phumtham has been in discussions with him over the
past few days to reach a conclusion.

Phumtham held a meeting with the Defense Ministry's
top brass on September 12, following the delivery of
the new government's policy statement to Parliament.
He acknowledged that military affairs require careful
consideration, especially during this transitional period
for the government, and emphasized the importance
of consulting with senior military officials before
making decisions on both the reshuffle and other
pending defense matters. [The Nation 2]

Thailand: Call center scams cost billions
annually, with only 2 percent recovered

(bk) Around 700 call center scam cases are reported to
Thai police daily, resulting in annual damages of THB
450 billion (USD 13 billion), but authorities only recover
2 percent of the losses, said the chief of the Region 6
public prosecution office on September 11. According
to the Office of the Attorney-General, an executive
decree on cybercrime prevention exists but current
efforts remain insufficient, underscoring the need for
closer cooperation between financial institutions, the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
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Commission, the Bank of Thailand, and law
enforcement to combat cybercrime more effectively.

In a separate incident, police in Ratchaburi province
arrested two men for stealing mobile network
equipment. The suspects confessed to selling the
stolen equipment to a Chinese national. Police later
found more communication devices in a raid on a
house in Nonthaburi province. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Songkhla TAO office set ablaze
by suspected insurgents

(bk) Insurgents are suspected of carrying out a
bombing and arson attack on a Tambon Administrative
Organisation (TAO) office and a nearby ATM in the
Sabayoi district of Songkhla, a restive province in
southern Thailand, in the early hours of September 14.
Six men on motorcycles reportedly blew up the ATM,
set the TAO office on fire, and fired gunshots into the
building. No injuries were reported, as the office was
unoccupied at the time. [Thai PBS World] [Bangkok
Post]

Vietnam: Aftermath of Typhoon Yagi -
devastation and economic impact

(wa/lm) Typhoon Yagi, the strongest storm in Asia this
year, has devastated northern Vietnam, particularly in
Hanoi and nearby provinces. Flooding along the Red
River persists, especially in Hanoi, leading to
widespread evacuations. The typhoon has caused at
least 197 deaths, 128 people missing, and over 800
injuries. Low-lying areas and dykes have been affected,
and over 200,000 hectares of rice and cash crops have
been submerged. The disaster has also disrupted
power supplies and severely damaged factories in
Haiphong and Quang Ninh provinces. [Channel News
Asia]

Impact on Export Hubs

Vietnam's industrial areas have been hit hard by the
typhoon. Factories in northern Vietnam, including
export-oriented industrial hubs, face weeks of
disruptions. Some 20 out of 150 plants in DEEP C
industrial zones will remain non-operational for several
weeks, affecting global supply chains, particularly
exports to the United States and Europe. LG
Electronics and Jinko Solar suffered significant damage,
though Samsung's Thai Nguyen plant escaped serious
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harm. Power consumption in these regions is expected
to remain low for the foreseeable future. [Voice of
America]

Economic Ramifications & Infrastructure Damage

The Vietnamese government estimates the typhoon
has caused approximately USD 1.6 billion in damages,
potentially slowing economic growth by 0.15 percentin
2024. Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries could see a
0.33 percent drop in growth, while industrialized
regions like Thai Nguyen and Haiphong may
experience a 0.5 percent slowdown. Haiphong alone
reported damages worth USD 448 million. Despite
these setbacks, the government remains committed to
achieving 7 percent GDP growth for the year. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, Vietnam's Ministry of Transport estimates
that USD 118.3 million is needed to repair highways
across northern provinces. Thousands of locations on
national highways have been destroyed, and
significant repairs are still required for ports and
roads, with several landslide-prone areas remaining
blocked. Despite ongoing efforts, much of the
infrastructure remains inaccessible, affecting transport
and recovery operations. [Asian News Network]

China says it's working with Vietnam on flood control

In response to the deadly floods in Vietnam caused by
Typhoon Yagi, China is storing water in reservoirs
along the upper reaches of the Red River to support
flood control efforts. [South China Morning Post]

Vietnam: Journalist jailed for seven years
for ‘propaganda’

(Im) On September 10, journalist Nguyen Vu Binh was
sentenced to seven years in prison by a court in Hanoi
for “propaganda against the state.” Binh, 56, was
charged under Article 117 of the criminal code for his
YouTube videos from 2022, which authorities claimed
contained fabricated content causing public confusion.
Binh, who has been a freelance journalist since 2015,
wrote about sensitive topics like corruption, land
rights, and Vietnam'’s relationships with China and the
United States. Despite cooperating during the trial, he
argued that he was exercising his right to free speech.

International organizations, including Human Rights
Watch and PEN International, condemned the ruling,
calling it part of Vietnam's broader crackdown on
dissidents. Binh had previously been imprisoned in
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2003 on espionage charges and was released in 2007,
after which he continued his activism.

Binh is one of several activists prosecuted since August
2024, following the election of Communist Party
General Secretary To Lam, known for his tough stance
on dissent. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietham: Northern border gates targeted
for development into key economic zones

(wn) Northern provinces in Vietnam are focusing on
developing border gates into key economic zones by
building infrastructure to attract investment and using
digital platforms to operate these areas. Provinces like
Quang Ninh and Lang Son have made significant
strides in modernizing transport infrastructure, such
as the Van Don-Mong Cai Highway, to boost trade
exchanges. Since 2016, Lang Son's border gate
economic zone has attracted numerous domestic and
foreign projects, while Cao Bang Province has invested
in infrastructure improvements.

Despite progress, some localities face challenges,
including poor transport links and complicated import-
export procedures. The government has selected eight
key border gate economic zones across Vietnam to
receive state funding for development during 2021-
2025. These zones aim to boost economic growth
while maintaining border security. [Vietham News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China proposes four initiatives and
multilateral cooperation for BRICS to
tackle global security threats

(to) On 11 September, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi announced four key initiatives to help BRICS nations
collectively address global security challenges during
last week’s BRICS security meeting, The meeting, held
in St. Petersburg, Russia, marked the first gathering of
BRICS high-ranking officials since the bloc’'s expansion
in January.

During the meeting, Wang outlined four key proposals
for addressing global security threats. These include
promoting peaceful coexistence through self-reliance,
advocating true multilateralism by supporting the UN's
role in security, and encouraging political solutions to
conflicts like the Ukraine crisis and the Gaza conflict.

He also called for fairness in international relations,
pushing for an equal, multipolar world while
addressing issues like global governance and
responsible use of artificial intelligence. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

He emphasized the importance of BRICS countries
setting an example in fairness and cooperation on the
international stage, especially as security concerns
grow globally, such as political conflicts and challenges
to sovereignty. [Global Times]

China’s strategic approach in EU EV tariff
dispute

(to) The European Union prepares to vote on potential
tariffs for Chinese-made electric vehicles, potentially
impacting China’s growing electric vehicle industry. The
proposed tariffs will be up to 35.3 percent on EVs built
in China, on top of the EU's standard 10 percent car
import duty. China is using a mix of incentives and
threats to influence the outcome, according to Reuters.
[Reuters 1]

The EU plans to implement tariffs on EVs because it
has raised concerns that China provides significant
subsidies to its electric vehicle manufacturers, which
allows them to sell EVs at lower prices in the European
market. This has led the EU to consider implementing
tariffs to protect its domestic auto industry. European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, in her
2023 State of the Union address, specifically
mentioned that the EU was launching an anti-subsidy
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investigation into Chinese EVs, stating that China keeps
their prices artificially low by huge state subsidies.
[European Commission]

China has expressed concerns about the potential EU
tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles, arguing that
the interconnected nature of the global EV supply
chain means that such tariffs could harm both Chinese
and European businesses. According to a Xinhua
commentary, many of the components used in
Chinese EVs are sourced from global suppliers. These
include European countries. The China Association of
Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM) warned that the
tariffs could "severely impact the EU’s automotive
industry, employment, and efforts toward green and
sustainable development," urging for continued
dialogue and cooperation. [Xinhua]

The European Commission has also recently rejected
offers from Chinese EV exporters to set minimum
import prices as a way of avoiding the tariffs. The
Commission stated on September 12, that the offers
did not sufficiently eliminate the injurious effects of
subsidies and failed to meet monitoring and
enforcement requirements. As a result, the EU remains
on track to vote on implementing the proposed tariffs
of up to 35.3 percent unless a new solution is reached.
[Reuters 2]

Beijing is pressuring EU nations by threatening
counter-tariffs, particularly targeting key European
exports like pork, dairy, and brandy, which could
heavily affect Spain, France, and Italy. At the same
time, China is engaging in direct talks with nations such
as Italy and Spain, where Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez urged the EU to reconsider its stance after
meeting with Chinese officials (see AiR No. 37,
September/2024, 2). Sanchez called on the EU to
reconsider its plan for these tariffs. He emphasized the
need for compromise between the EU and China to
avoid escalating trade tensions. [VOA]

China's strategy also includes offering economic
benefits to certain EU countries, such as a Chinese
company’s agreement to build a USD 1 billion
hydrogen production facility in Spain, which aligns with
Spain’s goals in green.

This divide-and-conquer tactic seems to be yielding
results, as China seeks to sway enough EU members to
oppose the tariffs. At the same time, the Chinese
Commerce Minister, Wang Wentao, is set to meet with
EU Trade Chief Valdis Dombrovskis to further negotiate
trade relations. [Reuters 3]
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EU rejects Chinese EV exporters' minimum
price offers

(alk) On September 12, the European Commission said
it rejected offers from Chinese electric vehicle (EV)
exporters to set minimum import prices to avoid
tariffs. These offers were part of an anti-subsidy
investigation into Chinese-built EVs.

The Commission reviewed the proposals but
concluded they did not meet the requirements to
offset the harmful effects of subsidies or ensure
effective enforcement. While open to a negotiated
solution, the Commission insists it must comply with
World Trade Organization (WTO) rules.

The EU is considering imposing tariffs up to 35.3
percent on Chinese EVs, in addition to the standard 10
percent import duty. A final decision will be made by
October, subject to approval by the EU's 27 member
states. [Reuters]

Chinese foreign minister holds talks with
Iranian, Russian and Indian leaders at
BRICS security conference

(to) On the sidelines of last week’s BRICS security
conference, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held
bilateral talks with Iranian Supreme National Security
Council Secretary Ali Ahmadian, Russian President
Vladimir Putin, and Indian national security advisor Ajit
Doval.

Wang, Ahmadian urge "durable ceasefire" in joint
statement

In their talks, Wang and Ahmadian reaffirmed their
commitment to deepening bilateral ties between their
countries. They called for a "durable ceasefire" in Gaza
and renewed efforts to pursue a two-state solution for
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 1, in Chinese]

The call for peace comes amid escalating tensions
between Iran and Israel, with both nations advocating
for a full withdrawal of troops from Gaza and the
recognition of Palestinian sovereignty. China has
consistently supported the two-state solution, aimed at
establishing separate Israeli and Palestinian states. In
contrast, Iran, historically rejecting Israel’s legitimacy,
has shown signs of policy shifts, exemplified by its
support for a UN resolution on a humanitarian truce in
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Gaza last year that which also called for a two-state
solution.

This joint statement underscores the deepening
diplomatic collaboration between China and Iran on
Middle Eastern affairs, leveraging platforms like the
BRICS security forum to influence regional conflicts.
[South China Morning Post]

Wang meets Viadimir Putin

Additionally, other significant meetings took place
during the conference. Wang Yi also met with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, where they reaffirmed the
strengthening of Sino-Russian ties, particularly amidst
Western sanctions and rising geopolitical tensions.
Putin expressed support for China’s role in mediating
global conflicts and praised their partnership as a
stabilizing force. Both leaders reiterated their shared
objective of fostering a multipolar world, countering US
dominance, and committed to continued close
cooperation in security and economic spheres.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 2, in Chinese]
[Kremlin]

Wang's hold talks with Indian national security advisor

Another crucial meeting involved Wang Yi and India’s
national security advisor Ajit Doval, focusing on
enhancing military and strategic cooperation between
China and India. Their discussion aimed to mitigate
longstanding tensions along their shared Himalayan
border region. Both sides stressed the importance of
sustained military dialogue to prevent further conflict
and agreed on the necessity of maintaining regional
stability through diplomatic efforts. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 3, in Chinese] [Ministry of External
Affairs, India]

China launches anti-dumping probe on
halogenated butyl rubber imports from
Canada, Japan, India

(alk) China's commerce ministry announced on
September 14 the start of an anti-dumping
investigation into halogenated butyl rubber imports
from Canada, Japan, and India. This type of rubber is
widely used in products like tires, pharmaceutical
stoppers, and sealants. [Reuters]

This move comes after China’s slew of recent anti-
dumping probes, including an anti-dumping
investigation into Canadian canola imports, following
Canada's decision to impose tariffs on Chinese electric
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vehicles (see AR 37, September/2024, 2, AR 36,
September/2024, 1).

60 countries endorse Al military
guidelines, China declines

(alk) On September 10, about 60 countries, including
the US, endorsed a "blueprint for action" on
responsible military Al use. China, however, did not
support the legally non-binding document. The
blueprint was unveiled at the Responsible Al in the
Military Domain (REAIM) summit in Seoul, following a
more modest "call to action" endorsed by China last
year.

This year's blueprint focuses on practical steps,
including risk assessments, maintaining human
control, and preventing Al from being used in weapons
of mass destruction. It highlights the need for human
involvement in nuclear weapons management.

Netherlands Defence Minister Ruben Brekelmans
emphasized that discussions have moved from shared
understanding to concrete actions. Despite China's
participation in the summit, it was one of 30 nations
that did not back the document, reflecting differing
views on military Al governance.

The summit, co-hosted by the Netherlands, Singapore,
Kenya, and the UK, aimed for balanced, multi-
stakeholder discussions. Officials plan to raise the
blueprint at the UN General Assembly in October.
[Reuters]

China to train 3,000 foreign law
enforcement officers to protect overseas
interests

(alk) China plans to train 3,000 foreign law
enforcement officers over the next year to address
global security issues and safeguard Chinese interests
abroad, Public Security Minister Wang Xiaohong
announced at the Global Public Security Cooperation
Forum in Lianyungang, China.

China will also send police consultants and units to
other countries to assist with law enforcement,
conduct joint patrols, and combat cross-border crime.

This effort is part of Beijing's goal to enhance its global
security presence and offer an alternative to Western-
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led security governance, according to state media.
[South China Morning Post]

Japan to join US, UK and Australia in
patrols in Indo-Pacific to counter illegal
fishing

(dqgl) According to diplomatic sources, the Quad
countries are set to conduct joint patrols in the Indo-
Pacific to monitor vessels and counter illegal fishing.
This initiative will be included in a joint statement at
the upcoming Quad summit in Delaware, scheduled
for September 21.

The proposed patrols will involve the coast guards of
the four countries, potentially beginning next year with
a joint observer mission. This mission aims to improve
interoperability and uphold maritime order.
Additionally, the Quad is expected to announce new
communications infrastructure to reduce reliance on
specific technologies and mitigate supply chain risks.
[Kyodo News]

Mongolia affirms commitment to UN
Peacekeeping

(to) On September 9, Mongolia's Permanent
Representative to the United Nations, Ankhbayar
Nyamdorj, participated in an open debate on
“Strengthening UN Peacekeeping: Reflections for the
Future” at the UN Headquarters. The debate, chaired
by Slovenia, saw contributions from over 70 member
states, focusing on peacekeeping mandates, funding,
and the critical role of women in peace operations.

Nyamdorj emphasized Mongolia's contributions to
peacekeeping, with more than 20,000 troops, including
over 1,500 female peacekeepers, deployed in the past
20 years. He introduced a new initiative to support
peacekeepers and their families and restated
Mongolia’s commitment to UN Resolution 1325 on
women, peace, and security, and the Secretary-
General's Action for Peacekeeping initiative. He also
highlighted the need for clear mandates, adequate
funding, and proper training and technology in order
to ensure the safety and success of peacekeeping
missions. [Mongolian National News Agency]
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North Korea ramps up efforts for more
overseas workers in Russia and China

(jb) The Central Committee of the Workers' Party of
Korea has instructed all provincial party offices to
increase overseas labor recruitment to Russia and
China in the coming months. Since the directive was
issued in August, provincial offices have initiated the
process, aiming to complete recruitment by October
and send the first group of workers to Russia and
China by early November.

The recruitment process, which prioritizes technical
skills, will be less discriminatory regarding age and
gender, focusing solely on workers' ability to perform
their assigned tasks. This approach opens
opportunities for both younger and older applicants,
as well as female workers, to find employment abroad.

Strict background checks will be conducted due to past
instances of diplomats and workers defecting after
securing employment overseas. North Korean
authorities are working closely with consulates in
Russia and China to minimize defections and ensure
that all workers prioritize the economic interests of the
nation over personal gain. Regardless of the state’s
intentions, workers’ self-reported income reveals that
they do not earn enough abroad to work solely for
personal gain.

Recently, several construction workers sent to Russia
by the External Construction Guidance Bureau were
repatriated to North Korea after failing to meet state-
mandated financial quotas (see AiR No. 35,
August/2024, 4), which are designed to generate
foreign exchange for the country. [Daily NK English]

In July, China reportedly requested that North Korea
recall all workers with expired visas. While this move
aligns with UN Security Council Resolution 2397, which
bans economic ties between UN member states and
North Korea in 2017, an estimated 100,000 North
Korean workers remained in China, with many
frequently crossing the border between the two
nations. [The Korea Times]

Australia warships join UNSC sanctions
monitoring against North Korea

(ac) On September 11, the Royal Australian Navy's
guided missile destroyer HMAS Sydney joined
Operation Argos, an international effort to enforce
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) sanctions on
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North Korea. The operation focuses on monitoring
illegal ship-to-ship transfers to and from North Korea,
which violate UNSC sanctions.

According to a statement from the Australian
Government, Australia has deployed maritime patrol
aircraft and surface vessels equipped with advanced
sensors as part of its Indo-Pacific regional presence.
Vice Admiral Justin Jones, Australia’s Chief of Joint
Operations, reaffirmed the country's commitment to
the international pressure campaign on North Korea,
emphasizing the need for concrete steps toward
denuclearization. [Australian Government Defence]

UN Command brings South Korea to table
for talks on border disputes

(jb) Following repeated incidents along the inter-
Korean border, commonly known as the 39th Parallel
North, the UN Command has brought to international
attention the need to hold open dialogue on security in
the Korean Peninsula. It disclosed that it has begun
probing into border skirmishes and rising tensions
through a US-led multinational team, without divulging
too many details. The issues are attributed to the
dissolution of the 2018 military talks between the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the
Republic of Korea, the North and South. [The Korea
Times]

The UN Command, which was set up in July 1950 upon
the start of the Korean War, is organized through the
Military Armistice Commission (MAC) and the Neutral
Nations Supervisory Commission (NNSC) which were
created after the signing of the Korean Armistice
Agreement at the end of the Korean War on July 27,
1953.

The NNSC has, over the past seven decades,
maintained multinational supervision of the inter-
Korean border through a consortium of states which
have maintained neutrality in their stance towards
both nations’ disputed border since the end of the
Korean War. The NNSC has faced an especially difficult
time this year with a series of armistice violations and
escalating tensions from both sides and constantly
emphasizes the power of neutrality to adjudicate this
historical rivalry. [Al Jazeera]

Several of the incidents, including the launch of trash
balloons and the blaring of propaganda over the
borders, can be categorized as armistice violations
according to the UN Command, leading the UNC to
request a resumption of joint security area public tours
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to monitor rising situations. The UNC, through the
statement released by Lieutenant General Derek
Macaulay, maintained its commitment to defusing
border tensions between both nations and fostering
open communications to strengthen the security
framework on the Korean peninsula, deeming it
essential for international security. [The Korea Times]

With the North Koreans continuing nuclear and missile
weapons development research and testing
throughout the year, and the South responding
through propaganda and heightened military exercises
to monitor the North, bad faith remains rampant on
both sides of the border. The Unification Minister, Kim
Yung Ho, who is a conservative hardliner regarding
friendship with North Korea, emphasized the need for
North Korea to retain its humanity (see article below)
while refusing to acknowledge North Korea's delicate
geopolitical position in the larger Indo-Pacific as US-
ROK-Japan allegiances grow stronger (see AiR No. 36,
September/2024, 1).

Despite North Korea slamming the UNC as an
aggressive presence in the peninsula, it remains the
sole official communicator on the ground to ensure
there are smooth diplomatic advancements in North-
South relations. However, with the last official talks
between both states occurring in 2018, the defusing of
security tensions in the peninsula remains to be seen.
[NK News]

US State Department declares
denuclearization as only path to peace on
Korean peninsula

(ac) On September 14, the US State Department
highlighted that the ‘only viable path’ to peace on the
Korea Peninsula is through complete denuclearization.
The statement was made following the release of
images of a uranium enrichment facility by Korean's
Central News Agency (KCNA) (see article in this edition).

The State Department reiterated the need for
Pyongyang to engage in constructive dialogue and
urged Pyongyang to recognize the potential harm
nuclear weapons could cause. It condemned North
Korea nuclear and ballistic missile programs, calling it a
clear violation of the UN Security Council resolutions.

The State Department also reaffirmed its security
commitment to South Korea and Japan and admitted
that the US had devoted more intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance assets around the Korean
Peninsula. [Yonhap News]
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US, EU and Dutch House of
Representatives voice support of Taiwan’s
UN participation

(dqgl) On September 11, the US and EU released a joint
statement supporting Taiwan'’s international
participation.

Notably, the statement omits the “one China” policy,
marking a shift from previous statements. This
decision followed high-level talks on China and the
Indo-Pacific region, co-chaired by US Deputy Secretary
of State Kurt Campbell and European External Action
Service Secretary-General Stefano Sannino.

Issued after the seventh US-EU Dialogue on China and
the sixth US-EU Indo-Pacific Consultations, the
statement emphasized “the importance of maintaining
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait, which is
indispensable to international security and stability.” It
urged China to exercise restraint in the Taiwan Strait
and reiterated opposition to unilateral changes to the
status quo, especially through force. [Department of
State, USA]

For the first time since April 2022, the “one China”
policy was not referenced, although it had been
included in previous statements since the Indo-Pacific
consultations began in 2021. [Taipei Times]

Meanwhile, on September 12, the Dutch House of
Representatives passed a resolution affirming that UN
Resolution 2758 does not determine Taiwan's
international representation and criticizes China for
blocking Taiwan's UN participation. The motion passed
with 147 votes in favor and three against. The Dutch
Ministry of Foreign Affairs praised the resolution as a
significant measure.

Passed on 25 October 1971, the resolution recognized
the People's Republic of China as "the only legitimate
representative of China to the United Nations" and
removed "the representatives of Chiang Kai-shek" from
the United Nations.

The September 12 resolution, supported by 13 of the
15 Dutch political parties, calls for Dutch
representatives at the upcoming UN General Assembly
of the heads of state and governments to advocate for
Taiwan's involvement in the UN and related bodies like
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and
the World Health Organization (WHO). It also urges
Dutch officials to encourage EU members to support
Taiwan's international participation.
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The resolution emphasizes that Taiwan’s UN
representation does not conflict with the Netherlands'’
"one-China policy" and notes that other nations, such
as France and Australia, reject China's interpretation of
UN Resolution 2758 regarding Taiwan's status.
[European Interest]

Bangladesh reiterates commitment to
BIMSTEC

(Im) Bangladesh has reiterated its commitment to the
Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), with Foreign Affairs
Adviser Md Touhid Hossain affirming the country's
support for the BIMSTEC Secretariat. Speaking at the
10th anniversary celebration of the Secretariat's
establishment in Dhaka, Hossain praised BIMSTEC's
progress in promoting the shared vision and interests
of the Bay of Bengal region's people. He encouraged
member states to focus on result-oriented
cooperation. [Dhaka Tribune]

Asian Development Bank keen to help
Bangladesh initiate vital structural
reforms

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has expressed
its willingness to assist Bangladesh's interim
government in implementing vital structural reforms.
During a meeting on September 15 between ADB's
South Asia Director General Takeo Konishi and
Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser and de facto Muhammad
Yunus, the ADB reaffirmed its long-standing
partnership with Dhaka and showed interest in
supporting policy-based lending to stabilize the
economy. Yunus highlighted the opportunity created
by the student-led revolution to rebuild the country's
institutions.

The meeting covered key issues such as financial
sector reforms, tax data digitalization, energy, private
sector investment, and economic transparency.
Improvements in the foreign exchange market and
remittances were also noted. [Dhaka Tribune]

India speeds up imports of French jets as
part of Indian Ocean defense build-up
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(Im) India is accelerating its defense build-up in the
Indian Ocean, focusing on strengthening its maritime
and nuclear capabilities, largely in response to growing
Chinese influence. This week, India agreed to fast-track
the acquisition of 26 French Rafale maritime jets for its
latest aircraft carrier, alongside other military
hardware, including stealth frigates, patrol boats, air
defense radar, and modern battle tanks to replace
Soviet-origin T-72 tanks.

This defense expansion follows the launch of India’s
second nuclear ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), INS
Arighaat, on August 29, aimed at bolstering the
country's nuclear deterrence and achieving strategic
balance in the region. [CNN]

India’s nuclear weapons program has made significant
progress in 2024, including the successful test of the
Agni-V intercontinental ballistic missile with multiple
independently targetable re-entry vehicles (MIRV) in
March. Additionally, New Delhi plans to commission a
third nuclear submarine, INS Aridhaman, within six
months and aims to develop a fleet of 18 conventional
and six nuclear-powered submarines by 2030. France
has offered to collaborate with India in developing
nuclear submarines, a partnership designed to reduce
India’s reliance on Russia and strengthen bilateral
defense ties under a roadmap titled Horizon 2047.
[Radio France Internationale]

However, despite the addition of INS Arighaat, India
remains behind Beijing, which has a more advanced
and larger fleet of ballistic missile submarines. China's
six Jin-class submarines can carry multiple warheads
with ranges exceeding 8,000 kilometers. In contrast,
India's Arighaat and its predecessor, INS Arihant, have
a shorter missile range of 750 kilometers, limiting their
ability to target China from safer waters.

Furthermore, while the commissioning of the Arighaat
is a significant achievement, India still has work to do
to achieve "Continuous At Sea Deterrence," which
requires at least one nuclear-armed submarine to be
on patrol at all times. To attain this status, a minimum
of three SSBNs is necessary, with nations like the
United Kingdom and France achieving continuous
deterrence with four submarines each. [The
Interpreter]

India’s central government removes
minimum export price on onion ahead of
state assembly elections


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jkd/

(Im) The Indian government has removed the
minimum export price (MEP) on onions to boost
farmers' income, especially ahead of the upcoming
assembly elections in Maharashtra, the largest onion-
producing state. The Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) announced the immediate removal of the
USD 550 per ton (INR 45,833 per ton) MEP, which had
restricted farmers from selling their onions abroad at
lower prices. Despite high domestic onion prices, with
the average price at INR 50.83 per kg (USD 0.61 per kg)
and the highest at INR 83 per kg (USD 1.00 per kg), the
decision aims to support farmers by allowing them to
freely export their produce. [The Daily Star]

US President Biden to host leaders of four-
nation Quad in hometown farewell

(cr) US President Joe Biden is preparing to host the
leaders of Australia, India, and Japan for a Quad
summit on September 21 in his hometown of
Wilmington, Delaware. This summit comes at a pivotal
time, as Biden is nearing the end of his presidency,
having announced his decision not to seek re-election
in 2024. With Vice President Kamala Harris now the
presumptive Democratic Party nominee, Biden is
focusing on cementing his foreign policy legacy in his
final months in office.

The Quad, a strategic security dialogue involving the
US, Australia, India, and Japan, has gained increasing
significance under Biden's administration, particularly
as a counterbalance to China's growing influence in the
Indo-Pacific region. Originally formed in 2007, the
Quad became more active in recent years, with Biden
pushing to elevate the alliance as part of his broader
foreign policy approach, which emphasizes
strengthening international partnerships and alliances.
The first in-person Quad summit took place at the
White House in 2021, and the grouping has met
annually since then.

While the White House has not explicitly mentioned
China in relation to the summit, the Quad leaders are
expected to discuss concerns over China's military and
economic expansion, particularly in the Indo-Pacific
region and the South China Sea, where tensions
between China and other regional powers, such as the
Philippines, have been escalating. The Quad often uses
language such as "a free and open Indo-Pacific" to
emphasize their collective aim to counter China's
influence without directly confronting it. [The Straits
Times]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jkh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-jul/

India provides aid to flood-affected Laos,
Myanmar, and Vietnam

(cr) India launched "Operation Sadbhav" to provide
humanitarian aid to Myanmar, Vietnam, and Laos
following the devastation caused by Typhoon Yagi. On
September 15, 2024, India dispatched 10 tonnes of aid,
including dry rations, clothing, and medicines, to
Myanmar via the Indian Navy ship INS Satpura. An
Indian Air Force C-130J aircraft also delivered 35
tonnes of relief supplies to Vietnam and 10 tonnes to
Laos.

The relief effort responds to severe flash floods caused
by Typhoon Yagi, the strongest storm to hit Southeast
Asia this year, resulting in over 220 deaths in Vietham
and 70 in Myanmar, with many still missing and over
240,000 people displaced. [Business Standard]

Iran’s Supreme Leader Khamenei
expresses concerns over treatment of
Muslim minorities in India, Myanmar

(Im/cs) Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, criticized
the treatment of Muslims in India, along with Myanmar
and Gaza, in a social media post on September 17. He
stated, “We cannot consider ourselves to be Muslims if
we are oblivious to the suffering that a Muslim is
enduring in Myanmar, Gaza, India, or any other place,”
drawing attention to the plight of Muslim communities
worldwide.

In response, New Delhi dismissed Khamenei's remarks
as “misinformed and unacceptable.” The Indian
government emphasized that countries should focus
on their own records regarding minorities before
commenting on others, highlighting that the remarks
could strain the generally positive relationship
between India and Iran.

Despite their strong economic ties, including a recent
10-year agreement to develop Iran's Chabahar port,
India and Iran have had disagreements over India’s
treatment of Muslims, particularly in the Muslim-
majority region of Kashmir. India’s Hindu nationalist
government, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has
faced growing criticism for increasing attacks on
Muslims, hate speech, and controversial policies like
the Citizenship Amendment Act, which excludes
Muslim refugees from neighboring countries.

While India rebuked Khamenei's remarks, Iran itself
has been accused of mistreating minorities. A recent
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UN report noted disproportionate targeting of ethnic
and religious minorities, particularly Kurds and
Baluchs, in Iran following protests in 2022. [Al Jazeera]

WHO provides MPOX test kits to Maldives
to support global health efforts

(sa) The World Health Organization (WHO) has donated
MPOX (Monkeypox) test kits to the Maldives as part of
its global response to the outbreak. The donation
follows WHO's declaration of the MPOX outbreak in
Africa as a global health threat on May 14. The disease
has also been reported in several Asian countries,
including Pakistan and India. [the edition]

Delegates at SAARC roundtable call for
easing seed transfers across borders

(Im) A two-day policy roundtable held in Kathmandu,
Nepal, brought together representatives from six of
the eight SAARC member states to discuss the
implementation of the Material Transfer Agreement
(MTA) and improve the functioning of the SAARC Seed
Bank. Delegates emphasized the need to remove legal
barriers and harmonize conflicting policies between
countries to facilitate the smooth cross-border transfer
of seeds. They also urged governments, particularly
India, to ease restrictions on the movement of seeds to
support agricultural research and access to improved
varieties.

Nepal's Minister for Agriculture, Ramnath Adhikari,
stressed that agriculture is a key pillar of South Asia's
economy, but progress in agricultural innovation has
been slow. He highlighted the importance of the MTA
in fostering collaboration, innovation, and ethical
resource management. The absence of clear
regulatory mechanisms has hindered the seed bank's
effectiveness, particularly in the transfer of genetic
materials and the advancement of agricultural
research. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal hosts international conference to
strengthen social protection, human
capital development

(Iz/lm) Nepal hosted its second international
conference on "Resilient and Inclusive Social
Protection: Investing in Human Capital Development"
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on September 12 in collaboration with UNICEF and the
World Bank. Inaugurated by Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister Bishnu Paudel, the event aimed
to highlight how social protection can reduce poverty,
build resilience, and invest in future generations. The
discussions focused on enhancing social protection
systems, with a particular emphasis on investing in
children and vulnerable groups, areas often neglected
in favor of elderly support.

Despite some progress, experts noted that Nepal's
social protection investments have had limited success
in addressing poverty or building human capital. Vice
Chairperson of the National Planning Commission,
Shivaraj Adhikari, emphasized the importance of
increasing investment in children to further human
capital development. [UNICEF]

Nepal’'s Foreign Minister Rana leaves for
Canada, United States, Qatar

(iz) Nepal's Foreign Minister Dr. Arzu Rana Deuba on
September 17 departed for an international trip to
Canada, the United States, and Qatar. She will attend
the Meeting of Women Foreign Ministers in Toronto
from September 19-20, 2024, co-hosted by Canada and
Jamaica, where she is scheduled to deliver a speech.

Following this, on September 21, Dr. Rana will join a
Nepali delegation led by the Prime Minister at the 79th
Session of the UN General Assembly in New York.
Lastly, she will lead a Nepali delegation at the Third
Summit of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue in Doha,
Qatar, from October 2-3, and return to Kathmandu on
October 4.[Nepal News]

UN-backed cyber security report
highlights global shortfalls in
preparedness

(Im) The 2024 Global Cybersecurity Index report,
published by the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) and supported by the United Nations,
emphasizes the need for countries to enhance their
proactive responses to evolving cyber threats. The
report, which assesses national efforts across five
pillars—legal, technical, organizational, capacity
development, and cooperation—indicates that while
progress has been made since its last release in 2021,
more work is needed.
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For the first time, the report introduced a tiering
system to rank countries based on their cyber
preparedness. It found that 46 countries achieved the
highest Tier 1 ranking, demonstrating a strong
commitment to addressing all five pillars. However,
most countries are classified as either "establishing"
(Tier 3) or "evolving" (Tier 4), suggesting that while they
have expanded digital services and connectivity, they
still need to integrate effective cybersecurity measures.

The report noted significant improvements, with 132
countries now having a national cybersecurity strategy,
up from 107 in 2021. Nonetheless, with many nations
still in the lower tiers, the ITU stresses the importance
of building trust in the digital landscape. Doreen
Bogdan-Martin, ITU Secretary General, highlighted the
need for continued efforts to ensure safe management
of cyber threats in an increasingly complex digital
environment.

From a geographical perspective, Africa showed the
most improvement in cybersecurity since the last
report, and even the world's least developed countries
(LDCs) are making gains, although they require further
support to advance. The report indicated that the
average LDC has reached the cybersecurity status level
that many non-LDC developing countries had in 2021.
However, landlocked developing countries and small
island developing states continue to face significant
resource and capacity constraints in their cybersecurity
efforts.[Computer Weekly] [Global Cybersecurity Index
2024]

Pakistan says keen to explore trade
avenues among Shanghai Cooperation
Organization members

(Im) At the 23rd meeting of ministers from Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) member states, held
in Islamabad on September 12, 2024, Pakistan's
Commerce Minister, Jam Kamal, expressed the
country's eagerness to explore trade opportunities
within the SCO. He emphasized Pakistan's strategic
geographical location as a natural hub for trade and
investment, especially given its position at the
crossroads of South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle
East. The two-day event aimed to strengthen regional
and global maritime partnerships, facilitate
investments, and promote economic collaboration
among SCO member states.

The meeting resulted in the adoption of a ministerial
statement highlighting the importance of fair trade,
sustainability, and countering protectionist measures.
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Additionally, several proposals were approved,
including Pakistan's initiative to enhance cooperation
between trade promotion organizations, Kazakhstan's
creation of a database for economic preferences
within the bloc, and Russia's promotion of a creative
economy. The event also featured discussions on
global economic trends and the significance of the
SCO's agenda in fostering peace, stability, and regional
connectivity. [Arab News]

Turkmenistan set to become first Central
Asian state to gain access to Gwadar port
under CPEC

(Im) Turkmenistan is poised to become the first Central
Asian country to secure access to Pakistan's
strategically important Gwadar port under the China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The two countries
are expected to sign an agreement soon, which would
enhance trade and transit between Central Asia and
the Arabian Sea.

Gwadar portis a central component of CPEC, designed
to connect China to the Arabian Sea via an extensive
network of roads, railways, pipelines, and ports in
Pakistan. This strategic link not only strengthens
Pakistan's economy by modernizing its infrastructure
but also enhances China’s access to vital sea routes for
trade. For Pakistan, this agreement with Turkmenistan
is seen as an opportunity to further its ambitions of
becoming a pivotal trade and transit hub, especially for
the landlocked Central Asian republics. [Arab News 1]

In related developments, Pakistan's federal cabinet
recently mandated that 50 percent of the nation's
wheat, sugar, and fertilizer imports be routed through
Gwadar port. This move seeks to increase the port's
utilization, which has been underused due to its
distance from major markets, security issues, and
limited services.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had already ordered
that 50 percent of all public sector cargo be processed
through Gwadar. A cabinet sub-committee will now
provide quarterly reports on import and export
activities, with plans to further increase export
volumes through the port. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan and Turkmenistan have already been
cooperating on major projects, including the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas
pipeline, rail tracks, and fiber optic connectivity, aimed
at boosting regional integration between South and
Central Asia. [Arab News 1]
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Construction begins of Afghan section of Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India pipeline

In related news, construction has officially begun on
the Afghan section of the TAPI natural gas pipeline.

Initially planned for completion in 2018, the Afghan

portion faced delays due to security concerns.

The pipeline, which extends 100 kilometers from
Turkmenistan to the Afghan city of Herat, is expected
to supply 33 billion cubic meters of natural gas
annually. Turkmenistan, home to the world's fourth-
largest gas reserves, aims to diversify its exports after
losing its trade with Russia and currently exports
primarily to China. [Arab News 3]

Two-day international maritime
conference concludes in Pakistan’s
Karachi port city

(Im) The two-day International Maritime Sustainability
Exhibition and Conference (IMSEC) concluded in
Karachi on September 14, 2024, aiming to strengthen
Pakistan's global and regional maritime partnerships
and attract investments. The event, attended by the
Secretary-General of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), Arsenio Antonio Dominguez
Velasco, marked the first visit of an IMO chief to
Pakistan. Velasco praised Pakistan's potential in the
maritime sector and discussed plans for developing its
shipping, recycling, and fisheries industries with a
focus on sustainability. [Arab News 1]

During the conference, maritime experts urged the
Pakistani government to expand its blue economy to
USD 100 billion, which involves the sustainable use of
ocean resources for economic growth, while
preserving marine ecosystems.

In his meeting with the IMO chief, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif expressed his commitment to
expanding the country's fisheries, maritime trade, and
offshore resources, and to fostering a sustainable
shipbreaking industry. Sharif highlighted the role of the
Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) in
attracting investments to enhance Pakistan’s fisheries
and shipbreaking sectors. He also emphasized
Pakistan's commitment to working with international
partners to reduce maritime emissions.

The Pakistani government further pledged to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in the maritime sector,
promote green technology to improve ships' energy
efficiency, and adopt environmentally friendly ship
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recycling practices. Maritime Affairs Minister Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh reaffirmed Pakistan's dedication to
protecting biodiversity and oceans, while IMO chief
Velasco expressed optimism about future
collaboration with Pakistan on maritime
decarbonization and ship recycling. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan says it has met all of the IMF's
conditions to secure new USD 7 billion
loan

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
announced on September 13 that the country has met
all the conditions required by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to secure a new USD 7 billion
loan. The IMF had initially reached a staff-level
agreement with Pakistan two months prior, laying the
groundwork for the new loan deal.

The IMF's board of executive directors is scheduled to
meet on September 25 to formally approve the
agreement. If approved, the USD 7 billion loan will be
structured over a 37-month period and is expected to
provide critical relief for Pakistan as it navigates its
economic troubles. The loan will also serve as a
stopgap to prevent the country from defaulting on its
obligations.

The IMF's conditions included broadening Pakistan's
tax base and eliminating energy subsidies, two major
reforms that have already been implemented. These
measures, however, have raised concerns among
Pakistanis, particularly due to the sharp increase in
energy bills, which many say are becoming
unaffordable. The government's decision to cut energy
subsidies was part of the broader plan to meet IMF
demands and secure financial stability, but it has
added to the economic pressure on the general
population.

Notably, Sharif expressed particular gratitude to China
for playing a crucial role in helping Pakistan meet the
IMF's conditions and secure the bailout. While he did
not disclose specific details about Beijing's
involvement, the acknowledgment underscores the
close economic ties between the two nations,
especially as China has previously extended support to
Pakistan during its economic challenges. [Associated
Press]

It is also worth noting that Pakistan's Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar had previously accused the IMF of
deliberately delaying the funds, suggesting geopolitical
factors may be at play. [Al Jazeera]
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Asian Development Bank grants USD 320
million to improve roads in Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB has approved a
USD 320 million loan to rehabilitate and improve road
infrastructure in Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
province. The initiative, called the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Rural Roads Development Project, aims to upgrade 900
kilometers of rural roads, improving access to
education, healthcare, and markets, particularly in
flood-prone areas. The project will incorporate climate-
resilient designs and sustainable maintenance
practices to mitigate the impact of disasters like
flooding, which have substantially damaged roads in
KP since 2010. [Arab News]

Saudi Arabia, other friendly states to
invest USD 27 billion in Pakistan in five
years

(Im) Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and
other friendly nations have committed to investing USd
27 billion in Pakistan over the next five years,
according to Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal. This comes
as Pakistan seeks to attract foreign investment to spur
economic growth amid ongoing financial challenges.

Saudi Arabia will invest USD 5 billion, while the UAE
and Kuwait will each contribute USD 10 billion.
Azerbaijan will invest USD 2 billion. China has also
pledged to continue supporting Pakistan's
development through the second phase of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), part of Beijing's
Belt and Road Initiative. [Arab News 1]

Saudi Arabia offers 15 percent investment in Pakistan’s
Reko Dig mining venture

In a notable investment initiative, Saudi Arabia has
offered a 15 percent investment in Pakistan’'s Reko Diq
copper and gold mining project, situated in
Balochistan. Reko Diq is one of the largest
undeveloped copper and gold resources globally and is
primarily operated by Canada's Barrick Gold, which
holds a 50 percent stake. The remaining stake is held
by Pakistani state-owned enterprises and the
Balochistan provincial government.

The investment proposal includes grants from Saudi
Arabia for road infrastructure development around the
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project. The Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) has approved the offer's structure, but the final
decision will be made by the Cabinet Committee on
Intergovernmental Transactions. [Arab News 2]

IMF cautions Sri Lanka on economic
vulnerabilities amid slowing growth
ahead of presidential elections

(sa) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
expressed cautious optimism about Sri Lanka's
economic recovery but emphasized that the country
remains vulnerable and not yet fully stable. Speaking
at a briefing on September 12, IMF official Julie Kozack
highlighted that while significant progress has been
made, particularly under the IMF's Extended Fund
Facility (EFF), challenges remain. Kozack pointed to
improved economic growth, reduced inflation,
increased international reserves, and better revenue
collection as positive outcomes. However, she stressed
the importance of maintaining reform momentum to
secure these gains, particularly with the upcoming
presidential elections in mind.

The IMF had previously unlocked around USD 336
million in June following the conclusion of its 2024
Article IV Consultation and the second review of the
EFF. Kozack warned that the country is still exposed to
significant economic risks, and the upcoming third
review of the IMF program will only take place after the
new government is in place following the elections.
Debt restructuring, particularly with private creditors,
remains a key issue, and Kozack clarified that while the
IMF assesses debt sustainability, it does not directly
negotiate with creditors.

Additionally, new data from the Sri Lankan government
shows a slowdown in the country's economic growth
ahead of the presidential elections. The economy grew
by 4.7 percent in the second quarter of 2024,
compared to 5.3 percent in the first quarter. This
slowdown, partly due to adverse weather conditions
affecting agriculture, comes against the backdrop of
the 2022 financial crisis that saw a severe contraction
of 7.3 percent and widespread shortages. The
government, under President Ranil Wickremesinghe,
has implemented measures such as doubling taxes
and cutting subsidies to stabilize state revenue, all
while drawing on a USD 2.9 billion IMF bailout loan.
Despite this, the slowdown may raise concerns about
the long-term stability of the country's economic
recovery. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]
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Brunei strengthens economic
diversification with Islamic finance
through MoU with ISDB

(ma) Brunei Darussalam has been actively working to
diversify its economy beyond oil and gas, with
sustainability emerging as a key priority. The Minister
at the Prime Minister's Office and Second Minister of
Finance and Economy, Mohd. Amin Liew bin Abdullah
highlighted the resilience of Islamic finance during the
launch of the Islamic Development Bank (ISDB) Group
Day. He noted that despite global challenges, over half
of Brunei's financial assets are held by Islamic financial
institutions, reflecting the sector's growing importance.

Amer Bukvi¢, Director and Resident Representative of
the Regional Hub Indonesia and Head of the ISDB
Delegation, emphasized the significance of the eventin
promoting economic collaboration between Brunei
and the 57 member countries of the ISDB Group. His
keynote speech highlighted the opportunities for
investment and trade, further strengthening ties
between Brunei and the Islamic finance community.

The event included the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between Bank Islam Brunei
Darussalam (BIBD) and ISDB, which aims to enhance
cooperation in areas such as infrastructure
development, agriculture, and food security.
[BruDirect]

Brunei’s central bank participates in 2024
Islamic Leaders Conference in Jakarta

(ma) Bank Islam Brunei Darussalam (BIBD), the
country’s central bank, participated in the Islamic
Leaders Conference (ILC) September 11 to 12in
Jakarta, which focused on promoting the global Islamic
finance industry. Organized by the Brunei Institute of
Leadership and Islamic Finance (BILIF), the event
gathered leaders and experts to discuss the future of
Islamic finance, ethical leadership, and sustainable
financial practices.

BIBD used the event to strengthen its connections with
regional and global leaders in Islamic finance, further
solidifying its role as a leader in Syariah-compliant
financial services. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodian prime minister highlights
importance of peace in address to UN
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meeting

(ma) In his pre-recorded address, delivered to the
Global Call on the UN Summit of the Future, held in
New York, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet
underscored the vital role of peace in ensuring
sustainable development and economic progress. He
reflected on Cambodia’s transformation from a nation
marked by conflict to one that enjoys stability and
growth, attributing this success to the establishment of
lasting peace. Hun Manet emphasized that maintaining
peace is essential for resolving global challenges and
fostering international cooperation, urging world
leaders to prioritize diplomacy and dialogue in their
efforts to uphold peace on a global scale.

Drawing from Cambodia’s own experience with post-
conflict recovery, Hun Manet advocated for increased
collaboration between nations to support regions
emerging from conflict. He called on the international
community to strengthen diplomatic ties, focus on
preventive measures to avoid conflicts, and promote
inclusive development as a means of securing long-
term peace. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia is on track to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2055, ADB confirms

(ma) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has
confirmed that Cambodia is progressing towards its
goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2055, a critical
milestone in the nation’s environmental agenda.

According to ADB Vice President Shixin Chen, the bank
is actively collaborating with Cambodia to develop
sustainable projects that reduce carbon emissions.
This includes investments in renewable energy such as
solar and hydropower, which are central to Cambodia’s
clean energy transition. Additionally, Cambodia is
enhancing climate resilience through sustainable
urban development and green infrastructure
initiatives.

The ADB's support extends to policy frameworks that
drive the transition to a low-carbon economy.
Cambodia's government has been implementing
regulations and incentives to promote energy
efficiency, focusing on reducing emissions in the
industrial and transportation sectors. The commitment
to sustainability aligns with broader global efforts to
meet climate targets outlined in the Paris Agreement.

The roadmap to carbon neutrality by 2055 highlights
Cambodia's growing focus on green finance and
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investment in clean technologies, building climate-
resilient infrastructure, supporting biodiversity
conservation, and reducing dependence on fossil fuels.
[Khmer Times]

UN appoints Indonesia's Retno Marsudi as
Special Envoy on Water

(ft) On September 13, UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres announced the appointment of Indonesian
Foreign Affairs Minister Retno Marsudi as his Special
Envoy on Water, with her term starting November 1. In
this role, Retno will advance the global water agenda
by mobilizing partnerships and following up on the
2023 UN Water Conference outcomes. She will play a
key role in preparing for the 2026 UN Water
Conference and will work to ensure a water-secure
future by advocating for enhanced political, economic,
and social cooperation.

Retno's duties will include fostering international
collaboration, raising the profile of water and
sanitation issues on the global stage, and supporting
Sustainable Development Goal 6. She will serve as a
high-level advocate - convening stakeholders,
amplifying the UN's efforts, and mobilizing resources
to address the global water crisis. [Tempo.Co]

Indonesia and Gulf Cooperation Council
conclude first round of free trade
negotiations

(ft) The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Indonesia
concluded their first round of free trade agreement
negotiations in Jakarta from September 9 to 13.

The discussions, led by Saudi delegation head Fareed
Alasaly, covered various trade issues and aimed to set
the groundwork for future rounds. The goal is to
finalize the agreement within 24 months. Alasaly
expressed optimism about progress and mutual
economic growth. The Saudi team, led by the General
Authority for Foreign Trade (GAFT), included
representatives from multiple ministries and agencies.
[Antara]

Red Cross president visits Myanmar
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(tl) Mirjana Spoljaric, President of the ICRC, visited
Myanmar from September 5-9, where she observed
the situation in Rakhine State. On September 9, she
met with Myanmar junta leader General Min Aung
Hlaing in Nay Pyi Taw, urging him to allow the ICRC
greater access to conflict-affected areas for
humanitarian aid. Her call for expanded access comes
as the United Nations reports that around 3 million
people have been displaced due to ongoing fighting
between junta troops and anti-junta forces.

Spoljaric also warned that the breakdown of
healthcare services is leading to the spread of
diseases, while a shortage of medical supplies is
exacerbating the suffering of the wounded and
chronically ill.

She emphasized that the ICRC is in dialogue with all
parties involved in the conflict to remind them of their
obligation to respect international humanitarian law
and to ensure the safety of civilians and humanitarian
workers. [Radio Free of Asia][VOA 1, in Burmese]

Additionally, ICRC officials are negotiating with junta
authorities to gain access to Myanmar's prisons, as
activists and relatives of political prisoners call for
inspections of prison conditions. The ICRC is
prioritizing access to prisons and pushing for improved
healthcare and adequate nutrition for inmates. While
the ICRC had access to prisons under the previous
military regime, it has been denied entry since General
Min Aung Hlaing's coup. [VOA 2, in Burmese]

US-based Myanmar activists demand full
mandate for UN Ambassador U Kyaw Moe
Tun

(tl) Myanmar activists in California have called for the
full mandate of U Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar's
Permanent Representative to the United Nations, to
attend and participate in key UN discussions. Despite
his appointment as Myanmar’s representative at the
79th United Nations General Assembly, his ability to
participate in some important UN decisions remains
restricted.

The activists, including San Francisco resident U Koko
Lai, argue that allowing U Kyaw Moe Tun to speak at
the UN would enable him to highlight the hardships
faced by the people of Myanmar. A group of activists
gathered in front of UN Plaza to make this appeal and
plan to march across the Golden Gate Bridge in San
Francisco within the next two weeks to further
advocate for their cause.
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In 2021, U Kyaw Moe Tun, appointed by the civilian
National League for Democracy (NLD) government,
made international headlines by defying orders from
the military junta in Naypyidaw and condemning the
coup on the global stage. [VOA Burmese][The
Diplomat]

Myanmar junta appeals for international
aid amid floods

(sc) On September 14, Myanmar's military leader
General Min Aung Hlaing called for international
assistance as the country struggled with severe floods
that have displaced over 235,000 people,
compounding the hardships faced by the war-torn
nation.

The appeal for aid follows the devastation wrought by
Typhoon Yagi, which caused widespread flooding and
landslides across Myanmar, Vietnam, Laos, and
Thailand, resulting in nearly 300 deaths.

In Myanmar, towns like Taungoo have seen residents
navigating floodwaters that have submerged buildings,
with many seeking refuge in monasteries and other
elevated structures. This dire situation prompted the
junta chief to reach out for global support to facilitate
rescue and relief operations, despite historical
instances where the military regime has been accused
of misusing and obstructing international
humanitarian efforts. [AFP]

Skepticism surrounds the junta’s sincerity in its latest
call for aid, echoing concerns from past disasters such
as Cyclone Nargis in 2008, when the then-military
government hindered emergency aid and restricted
access to international relief workers.

An exiled minister from Myanmar's National Unity
Government criticized the junta’s recent request as
potentially disingenuous, reminiscent of previous
tactics to leverage international aid for their benefit
rather than alleviating the suffering of the populace.
[Erance 24]

Philippines withdraws from disputed reef
in South China Sea following bilateral
talks with China

(ga/lm) The Philippines withdrew its largest coastguard
vessel, BRP Teresa Magbanua, from the contested
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Sabina Shoal in the South China Sea on September 15,
following months of confrontations with Chinese
vessels. The Teresa Magbanua had been deployed to
assert the Philippines' territorial claims over Sabina
Shoal, a feature located just 140 kilometers from the
Philippine island of Palawan and over 1,200 kilometers
from China's nearest landmass, Hainan Island.

The vessel's withdrawal came after months of tension,
including a series of incidents in August where Chinese
coastguard vessels reportedly rammed the Philippine
ship, leading to significant structural damage and
forcing the crew to return due to a lack of supplies and
medical concerns. Despite the withdrawal, Philippine
officials emphasized that another coastguard vessel
would "immediately take over" to maintain the
country's presence in the region. [Financial Times] [Al
Jazeera]

Notably, however, the vessel's withdrawal came after
diplomatic discussions between the Philippines and
China, but Manila denied that the move was part of
any deal with Beijing. On September 11, the two
countries held the Bilateral Consultation Mechanism
(BCM) on the South China Sea in Beijing. While China
reiterated its claim over the shoal and called for the
withdrawal of Philippine vessels, the Philippines
reaffirmed its position, asserting that the shoal lies
within its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) under
international law. [Department of Foreign Affairs
Philippines] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Chinal

The situation has drawn comparisons to the 2012
Scarborough Shoal standoff, when the Philippines
similarly withdrew its ships, allowing China to take
control of the area—a move that remains controversial
among regional security experts. Concerns persist that
history could repeat itself, with China potentially
consolidating its hold over Sabina Shoal following the
Teresa Magbanua's departure.

Philippine hosts 2024 Strategic Trade
Management Summit

(ga) The Philippines affirmed its commitment to an
efficient strategic trade management system during
the four-day Philippine Strategic Trade Management
Summit held from September 9-12 in Manila. President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. emphasized the importance of
strategic trade management (STM) in mitigating risks,
promoting stability, and securing global supply chains.

The summit welcomed over 300 representatives from
more than 35 countries, including the United States,
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Japan, Europe, Africa, and the ASEAN region, as well as
20 international organizations. The event focused on
regulating goods and technologies with dual-use
potential to prevent illegal activities and promote
global peace and security.

President Marcos emphasized the need for agile
regulatory systems to adapt to rapid technological
advancements and noted the country's progress in
strategic trade management, as seen in its improved
ranking in the Peddling Peril Index.

Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique A. Manalo
reiterated the role of strategic trade in maintaining
global security and peace. The "Women in Strategic
Trade (WiST) Forum" was also held to promote gender
equality in the strategic trade sector.

The summit also included the 4th Southeast Asia
Forum for Export Controls, organized by the
Department of Trade and Industry's Strategic Trade
Management Office (STMO). The event received
support from international partners, including the US
State Department and the Department of Energy. The
summit aimed to advance secure, responsible, and
sustainable global trade. [Department of Foreign
Affairs Philippines]

Philippines named Asia’s deadliest
country for environmental defenders

(rr) In 2023, the Philippines had the highest number of
killings and enforced disappearances of environmental
defenders in Asia, with 17 cases reported, according to
a Global Witness report. This grim statistic places the
Philippines at the top for violence against land and
environmental defenders in the region. Over the past
11 years, the country has seen more environmental
defenders killed than anywhere else in Asia.

Most of the victims are Indigenous leaders and
activists opposing destructive industries such as
mining. The Philippines has a history of targeting
activists with enforced disappearances, arbitrary
detention, and politically motivated prosecutions.
Additionally, a practice known as "red-tagging"—
labeling individuals as communist sympathizers—often
leads to further harassment or violence.

The Global Witness report underscores a worrying
global trend, with more than 2,000 environmental
activists killed worldwide in the past decade. The
report calls on the administration of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to take urgent steps to protect
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defenders and thoroughly investigate these attacks. It
also urges multinational companies and investors to
ensure their operations in the Philippines align with
international human rights standards, particularly
given the violence against those opposing
environmentally harmful projects. [Human Rights
Watch]

Bangladesh-China new shipping line
opens

(Im) A new direct shipping line between Chittagong,
Bangladesh, and China has been launched, with the
first vessel arriving at Chittagong port on September
16. The ship, carrying 552 containers from the Port of
Ningbo-Zhushan in China, completed its journey in just
nine days. This new service, the China-Chittagong
Express (CCE), is expected to significantly improve
trade efficiency between the two countries, reducing
transit times from the previous 20-25 days. The new
route is seen as a potential boost for Bangladesh's
trade, especially for importing machinery and raw
materials and exporting products like jute yarn and
processed goods. [Dhaka Tribune]

India broadens dialogue with Yunus-led
interim government in Bangladesh

(Im) India has expanded its engagement with
Bangladesh's interim government, led by Chief Adviser
Mohammed Yunus, after the fall of Sheikh Hasina’s
administration in early August.

Indian High Commissioner Pranay Verma initiated this
dialogue on September 2, meeting with Lt. General
Jehangir Alam Chaudhury (Retd), the adviser for home
affairs, to discuss border management, security, and
protection for Indian nationals in Bangladesh. This was
followed by discussions with other key advisers on
energy, economics, and fisheries, covering topics like
sub-regional power connectivity and Indian-supported
development projects. The talks with Mohammad
Fauzul Kabir Khan, the energy adviser, held particular
importance due to Bangladesh's intention to review its
power supply agreement with India’s Adani group.

These meetings signal India’s readiness to work with
the interim government, building on an initial dialogue
with Prof. Yunus on August 22. However, political
relations remain unstable, largely because Sheikh
Hasina sought refuge in India after leaving Bangladesh.
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Yunus has asked Hasina to "remain silent" while in
India, raising tensions between the two countries.

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi scheduled to
attend the United Nations’ Summit of the Future on
September 22, it remains uncertain whether he will
meet Yunus on the sidelines of the event. [The Hindu
1]

Bangladesh needs to sit down with Adani group for any
issues related to the power agreement: MEA

In related updates, India's Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) has suggested that Bangladesh should directly
negotiate with the Adani group to address any
concerns about their power purchase agreement. The
deal, signed in 2017, involves Bangladesh buying
electricity from Adani's Godda power plant in
Jharkhand under a 25-year agreement. Bangladesh's
interim government is currently reviewing several
projects from the Sheikh Hasina era, including the
Adani agreement.

Recent reports indicate that Bangladesh owes USD 492
million to Adani Power, out of a total USD 800 million
debt, and the company has yet to receive USD 500
million in overdue payments. The MEA emphasized
that this is a private agreement and should be resolved
between the parties involved. [The Hindu 2]

Meeting with BSF: BGB condemns border killings

During a meeting between the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) and the Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) at the Banglabandha-Phulbari Integrated Check
Post, the BGB strongly condemned border killings,
specifically citing the recent shooting of a 15-year-old
Bangladeshi boy by BSF forces on September 9 in
Thakurgaon. In response, BSF North Bengal Frontier's
Inspector General, Surya Kumar Sharma, expressed
regret for the incident and assured that the BSF would
refrain from opening fire on Bangladeshi citizens in the
future. Both sides agreed to collaborate on curbing
cross-border crimes, preventing illegal crossings, and
raising awareness among border residents. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh, India border guard meeting
decides to return 200 acres land to Dhaka

(Im) In a recent meeting between Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) and India's Border Security Force
(BSF), it was decided that around 200 acres of land, lost
to India due to the erosion of the Padma River along
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the Daulatpur border in Kushtia, will be returned to
Bangladesh. The land dispute arose after natural shifts
in the river's course disrupted boundary markers. Both
sides agreed to conduct a resurvey and officially
correct the boundaries in October. Until the resurvey is
complete, the disputed land cannot be used. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh ramps up border vigilance as
thousands of Rohingya flee Myanmar

(Im) Bangladesh has intensified border vigilance as
approximately 18,000 - 20,000 Rohingya Muslims have
fled Myanmar in the past three months due to
escalating violence between Myanmar's ruling junta
and the Arakan Army in Rakhine state.

These new arrivals add to the more than one million
Rohingya refugees already living in overcrowded
camps in Cox's Bazar, following the 2017 military
crackdown in Myanmar. However, unlike previous
influxes, many new arrivals, particularly those from
wealthier backgrounds, are renting accommodations in
towns and villages outside the crowded refugee camps
in Cox's Bazar. Some have resorted to paying brokers
to cross the border illegally, as there is limited space in
the refugee camps.

Despite the increased border security, many Rohingya
continue to find ways to cross into Bangladesh. The
government is yet to decide whether to register these
recent arrivals, as doing so could encourage further
influxes, which Bangladesh cannot afford given
strained resources.

Bangladesh’s interim leader, Muhammad Yunus, has
called for third-country resettlement as a long-term
solution, though progress has been slow, with around
2,000 Rohingya resettled since 2022 to countries
including the United States., Canada, and Australia.
[Reuters] [Radio Free Asia]

Dhaka urges Maldives to recruit nurses
from Bangladesh

(Im) Dhaka has requested the Maldives to recruit
nurses from Bangladesh during a meeting between
Maldives High Commissioner Shiuneen Rasheed and
Bangladesh’s Foreign Secretary Md Jashim Uddin. Both
sides emphasized strengthening cooperation in the
health, fisheries, and tourism sectors, while expressing
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hope for stronger trade ties and multi-sectoral
collaboration.

The Maldivian high commissioner praised Bangladesh
as a key regional partner and acknowledged the
contributions of Bangladeshi migrant workers to the
Maldives' development. Additionally, she informed that
the Maldives will soon begin the regularization process
for undocumented Bangladeshi expatriates living in
the country. [The Daily Star]

US holds economic talks with
Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad
Yunus

(Im) On September 15, Bangladesh hosted a high-level
United States delegation, signaling an important step
in the interim government's efforts to secure
international support for key reforms. The delegation,
led by Brent Neiman, U.S. Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury for International Finance and Development,
and Donald Lu, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia, met with Chief Adviser and de
facto leader Muhammad Yunus in Dhaka. This marked
the first significant U.S. diplomatic visit since the fall of
the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League government,
which had come under criticism from the U.S. due to
various governance concerns.

During the meeting, Yunus briefed the US officials on
the current political landscape in Bangladesh,
highlighting the interim government's agenda, which
includes resetting the economy, reforming the
financial sector, and restructuring institutions like the
judiciary and police. Yunus described the situation as a
"ground zero" moment, where institutions must be
rebuilt "piece by piece." [Dhaka Tribune 1] [The Hindu]

The US delegation’s visit was seen as an opportunity
for Bangladesh to garner international backing for
these reform initiatives. In response, the US expressed
its willingness to support these efforts. A key outcome
of the discussions was the signing of a significant
agreement between USAID and Bangladesh, which
provides a USD 200 million grant to support
Bangladesh's development goals. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

The U.S. delegation had earlier visited India, sparking
speculation that the U.S. is mindful of Indian concerns
regarding Bangladesh's political transition, especially
considering that Sheikh Hasina had sought refuge in
India after losing power.
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Beyond institutional reforms, the meeting also covered
pressing issues such as ongoing labor unrest, which
has led to the closure of numerous garment factories
in Bangladesh, as well as the Rohingya refugee crisis.
[Dhaka Tribune 3]

Brunei Crown Prince strengthens bilateral
ties with Singapore at high-level visit

(ma) Brunei's Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah recently
visited Singapore. The meeting between Singapore's
Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong and Brunei's
Crown Prince Billah was in connection with the 10th
Singapore-Brunei Young Leaders’ Programme. This
initiative is designed to strengthen bilateral ties
between the two nations by fostering leadership and
cooperation among young leaders. The program
typically includes discussions on a range of topics such
as economic collaboration, education, and other
shared regional interests between Singapore and
Brunei, reflecting the strong diplomatic relations
between the two countries.

During his visit he was hosted by President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam a meeting focused on enhancing
bilateral relations. The Crown Prince also met with
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lawrence Wong to discuss
further strengthening cooperation between the two
nations.

The visit also marked the launch of commemorative
stamps celebrating the 40th anniversary of Brunei-
Singapore diplomatic relations, highlighting the strong
and enduring ties between the two countries. [Borneo
Bulletin] [The Straits Times]

U.S. imposes sanctions on Cambodian
tycoon Ly Yong Phat

(ma) The U.S. Treasury Department has imposed
sanctions on Cambodian tycoon Ly Yong Phat, accusing
him of exploiting state contracts to expand his
businesses and violating human rights. Ly, known for
his influence in politics and business, is said to have
benefitted from close ties to the Cambodian
government, amassing wealth through land seizures
and forced evictions.

Ly Yong Phat's influence extends across sectors such
as sugar plantations, casinos, and real estate. His
alleged role in displacing local communities for
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commercial projects has drawn significant
international criticism, with the U.S. acting to hold him
accountable for abuses that perpetuate inequality in
Cambodia.

The sanctions, part of a broader U.S. effort to target
corruption and human rights abuses, aim to freeze Ly's
U.S. assets and prevent Americans from engaging in
business with him. This move reflects growing
concerns over the Cambodian government’s
corruption.

Cambodia expressed strong disapproval of the U.S.
sanctions, calling them "misleading" and "politically
motivated." The Cambodian Foreign Ministry
emphasized that Ly's contributions to the country,
particularly in infrastructure and job creation, have
been widely recognized. [AP]

Cambodia seeks China’s support to
establish first free trade zone

(ma) Cambodia is in discussions with China to help
establish its first Free Trade Zone (FTZ), aimed at
boosting economic growth and enhancing trade
capacity. During a meeting on September 13 with He
Lifeng, Vice Premier of the State Council of China, and
Zhou Zuyi, Secretary of the Fujian Provincial
Committee of the Communist Party of China, Sun
Chanthol, Deputy Prime Minister and First Vice-
Chairman of Cambodia's Council for the Development
of Cambodia (CDC), urged Chinese officials to
collaborate on establishing the FTZ and developing
additional special economic zones (SEZs). The
Cambodian government hopes the FTZ will attract
foreign investment, stimulate exports, and create job
opportunities, aligning with its broader economic
development goals. [Khmer Times]

In a separate development, a Chinese Communist
Party (CPC) delegation led by Zhao Shitong, assistant
minister of the International Department of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee,
visited Cambodia on September 11-13 to enhance ties
with the Cambodian People's Party (CPP). During
meetings with CPP Vice President and Prime Minister
Hun Manet, and other key officials, both sides
emphasized the importance of strengthening strategic
communication and political trust.

Both of country are deepening interparty exchanges
and fostering youth engagement, in line with the
shared vision of building a China-Cambodia
community for the future. The visit aimed to solidify
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bilateral cooperation under the evolving global
landscape. [Xinhua]

Cambodia and South Korea sign MoU to
Boost Rural Development

(ma) Cambodia and South Korea have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) focused on
enhancing rural development in Cambodia. The
agreement, signed by Cambodian Minister of Rural
Development Heng Sokkung and South Korea's Rural
Development Administration (RDA), aims to improve
agricultural productivity, infrastructure, and living
standards in rural areas.

The partnership will leverage South Korea’'s advanced
technology and expertise in rural development,
contributing to Cambodia's broader goals of economic
growth and poverty reduction in rural regions. [Phnom
Penh Post]

US sanctions Chinese firms over support
to Pakistan’s missile program

(to) On September 12, the US State Department
announced sanctions on several Chinese companies
and a research institute for their involvement in
supplying Pakistan’s ballistic missile program. The
sanctions target the Beijing Research Institute of
Automation for Machine Building Industry, which the
US claims provided equipment for testing rocket
motors for Pakistan's Shaheen-3 and Ababeel missile
systems. Three China-based companies - Hubei
Huachangda Intelligent Equipment Co., Universal
Enterprise, and Xi'an Longde Technology Development
Co. - were sanctioned for transferring missile
technology-related equipment to Pakistan.

This move follows previous US sanctions on Chinese
entities for similar activities in October 2023. According
to the US State Department, the sanctions reflect
Washington's commitment to hold back the
proliferation of missile technologies.

China’'s embassy in Washington condemned the
sanctions, stating that "China firmly opposes unilateral
sanctions" and vowing to protect the rights of Chinese
companies. [Reuters]
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US finalizes action on China tariff hikes

(alk) The US Trade Representative (USTR) announced it
has finalized tariff increases on China following a four-
year review. Starting September 27, tariffs will rise to
25 percent on lithium-ion batteries, critical minerals,
steel, and aluminium. Tariffs will increase to 100
percent on electric vehicles, 50 percent on solar cells,
and at least 50 percent on syringes and needles.
Facemasks and medical gloves will face tariffs of at
least 25 percent.

The USTR said most of the changes proposed in May
were adopted to protect American businesses and
workers from China's unfair trade practices.
Ambassador Katherine Tai emphasized the Biden
administration's commitment to defending American
workers and businesses. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Meanwhile, the White House has announced measures
aimed at Chinese e-commerce platforms like Temu
and Shein, reducing the number of low-value imports
eligible for duty and tax exemptions. It also approved
significant tariff hikes on billions of dollars of Chinese
imports.

Daleep Singh, deputy national security adviser for
international economics, said the new rules target the
de minimis rule, which exempts shipments under USD
800 from import duties and taxes. The changes will
end exemptions for products affected by trade
enforcement actions, such as Section 301 tariffs, which
cover about 70 percent of Chinese textile and apparel
imports. This move aims to curb the overuse of the de
minimis exemption.

The action follows tariffs imposed by former President
Trump in 2018 on USD 300 billion of Chinese goods
due to "unfair" trade practices. [South China Morning
Post]

US bill targets Hong Kong trade offices

(alk) On September 10, the US House of
Representatives passed the bipartisan Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office (HKETO) Certification Act,
which could lead to the closure of Hong Kong's trade
offices in the US. The bill allows the US president to
revoke the privileges of these offices if they lack
sufficient autonomy from China. If passed, the offices
must close within 180 days of certification. [US
Congress]
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The bill, passed by a 413-3 vote, now heads to the
Senate. Hong Kong's government condemned the
move, calling it a politically driven attack that violates
international law.

Hong Kong has 14 trade offices globally, including in
the US, UK, and Australia. More than 300 people have
been arrested in Hong Kong under the security law
imposed by Beijing to restore stability after 2019
protests. [Reuters]

US seizes over 350 Websites selling gun
parts from China

(alk) On September 11, US authorities seized more
than 350 websites selling gun silencers and parts from
China used to convert semi-automatic pistols into
machine guns. The seizures followed an investigation,
starting in August 2023, into illegal sales of machine
gun conversion devices.

Undercover purchases from the sites revealed
packages falsely labelled as "necklaces" or "toys" but
contained illegal gun parts. Many of the websites also
sold counterfeit products, falsely claiming affiliation
with gun manufacturer Glock.

Authorities seized over 700 machine gun conversion
devices, 87 suppressors, 59 handguns, 46 long guns,
and 355 websites as part of the operation. [Reuters]

Former CIA officer sentenced to ten years
for spying for China; US pastor released
from Chinese prison

(to) CIA officer Alexander Yuk Ching Ma has been
sentenced to ten years in prison for espionage, after
being convicted of passing classified US national
defense information to China. The Hong Kong born US
citizen had been convicted in May.

Ma, who is now 71 years old, worked for the CIA from
1982 to 1989 and later for the FBI. He was found guilty
of sharing sensitive documents with Chinese
intelligence in exchange for USD 50,000 during a
meeting in Hong Kong in 2001.

Ma'’s sentencing follows a years-long investigation,
during which he was also employed by the FBI from
2003 to 2010. The US Department of Justice confirmed
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that Ma's activities had been under close scrutiny as
part of efforts to counter Chinese espionage. [DW]

In a separate move, American pastor David Lin, 68, has
been released after nearly 20 years in a Chinese prison
and has returned to his family in Texas. Lin was
sentenced to life in 2006 on fraud charges, which the
US considers baseless, for assisting an underground
church in Beijing.

His release also comes just before a congressional
hearing on US citizens detained in China, where two
other Americans remain imprisoned. [BBC]

China: Potential meeting between Xi and
Zelenskiy revealed Beijing's defense
forum

(to) At the opening of the Xiangshan Forum, China's
largest military diplomacy event, it was speculated that
Chinese President Xi Jinping might meet Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy in the near future. This
possibility was emphasized by Oleksandr Chalyi, a
former Ukrainian deputy foreign minister, who stated
that Ukraine was eager for direct contact between the
two leaders. This announcement comes after former
Ukraine Foreign Minister who resigned early this
month (see EiR No. 9, September/2024) visited China in
July to discuss bilateral ties and the ongoing war in

The meeting, if it occurs, would represent an important
step in diplomatic relations amidst the ongoing war
conflict in Ukraine. During an interview with the
Brazilian outlet Metropoles on September 12, President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy had criticized China, dismissing a
Chinese-Brazilian peace initiative for the war in Ukraine
as “destructive”. Zelensky criticized the plan for
ignoring Ukraine's territorial integrity, failing to address
Russian aggression, and being merely a political
statement without considering Ukraine's interests or
consulting its leadership. [Reuters 2] [Kyiv
Independent]

The Xiangshan Forum is China's annual military
diplomacy conference, bringing together global
defense officials and experts to discuss security and
defense issues. This year's forum gathered
representatives from 90 countries and international
organizations.

At the Xiangshan Forum, Chinese Defence Minister
Dong Jun criticized the West for adopting a "zero-sum
mindset" and "bullying the small and weak," indirectly


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tid/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tdr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-tdr/

referencing the US. Russia’s Deputy Defense Minister
Alexander Fomin furthermore spoke out against the
US' presence in Asia, particularly the establishment of
several security alliances, including the Aukus
partnership with Australia and the United Kingdom.
[South China Morning Post]

Jun, further, emphasized strengthening relations with
neighboring and developing countries, while Russia
accused the United States of shifting conflicts to the
Asia-Pacific region, warning against NATO's
involvement in Ukraine. [Reuters 3]

China strengthens relations in trade and
investment with Saudi Arabia and United
Arab Emirates

(to) On September 12, Chinese Premier Li Qiang has
pledged to deepen trade and investment cooperation
with Saudi Arabia. During a meeting with Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, Li stated that he wants to
strengthen the relationship between China and Saudi
Arabia, prioritizing it within China’s overall diplomacy,
especially concerning the Middle East.

He emphasized mutual support between the two
nations, the importance of further expanding bilateral
trade, and deepening cooperation in areas such as oil,
gas, petrochemicals, infrastructure, new energy, digital
and green economies. Li furthermore highlighted
cultural and educational exchanges and committed to
working closely on international and regional issues to
promote global fairness and justice. [State Council,
China]

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman upheld these
sentiments, highlighting the shared responsibilities
between Riyadh and Beijing on global security and
cooperation.

The visit also underscores China’s commitment to
expanding its economic influence in the Middle East.
China is the world's largest oil importer, and has long
relations concerning energy with Saudi Arabia, who is
leading oil exporter. Both countries aim to broaden
their economic relationship to go beyond traditional
sectors, aiming to collaborate on green energy,
infrastructure, and the digital economy. [South China
Morning Post]

Prior to visiting Saudi Arabia, Li visited UAE, where he
met President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
on September 11. During the meeting both leaders
pledged to strengthen and expand the comprehensive
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strategic partnership between their countries. [South
China Morning Post].

Li emphasized that China is willing to share
development opportunities with the UAE for mutual
benefit. He emphasized expanding economic and
trade cooperation, particularly in infrastructure, new
energy, digital economy, and green economy sectors.
Li furthermore welcomed UAE investment in China and
encouraged Chinese enterprises to invest and do
business in the UAE. [State Council, China]

China and Maldives sign pact on local
currency settlement and investment

(to) On September 13, China and the Maldives signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) aimed at
promoting local currency settlements and facilitating
direct investment between the two nations. This
agreement is set to streamline trade and investment
by allowing transactions to be conducted in local
currencies, therefore reducing dependency on foreign
exchange rates.

The pact is expected to benefit Maldivian traders
engaged in imports from China and encourage cross-
border investments. The Maldives’ Ministry of
Economic Development emphasized that this step
reflects the country’'s broader efforts to enhance
economic openness and strengthen trade ties with key
international partners, including China.

China is one of the Maldives’ major trade partners,
with bilateral trade exceeding USD 700 million. China is
furthermore the largest source of tourists for the
Maldives. The Maldives also owes China USD 1.37
billion, accounting for 20 percent of its external debt.

This MoU follows the state visit of Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu to China in January, where he met
with Chinese President Xi Jinping. The visit marked
discussions to enhance their strategic partnership,
which is now being reinforced through this financial
agreement (see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3). [First Post]

Russia manufactures kamikaze drones
using Chinese engines for use in Ukraine

(to) On September 13, Reuters reported that Russia has
begun mass-producing a new long-range attack drone,
the Garpiya-A1, which uses Chinese engines and parts,
citing European intelligence sources. Since July 2023,
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more than 2,500 of these drones have been produced
by IEMZ Kupol, a subsidiary of Russia’s state-owned
defense manufacturer Almaz-Antey. The drones are
said to have been deployed against both military and
civilian targets in Ukraine and have damaged critical
infrastructure. The Garpiya drone is seen as an effort
by Russia to reduce its reliance on Iranian drone
technology.

The Garpiya-A1 closely resembles Iran’s Shahed-136
drones, which Russia has also used in large amounts,
but features modifications including a Chinese-
manufactured Limbach L-550 E engine. Chinese
companies, including Juhang Aviation Technology and
Redlepus Vector Industries, have been supplying key
components, despite international concerns about
China's role in supporting Russia’s defense industry.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg has urged
China to cease support for Russia’s war efforts in
Ukraine, though Beijing continues to state that its
trade with Russia is within international law. [Reuters]

China, Russia warships practice missile
firing at Ocean-2024

(alk) On September 16, Russia's RIA news agency
reported that Russian Pacific Fleet and Chinese Navy
warships conducted missile and artillery drills in the
Sea of Japan as part of the Ocean-2024 exercises.

According to Russian state news, over 15 Russian
warships participated, including the Pacific Fleet's
flagship, the missile cruiser Varyag. [Reuters]

China criticizes German warships’ transit
through Taiwan Strait

(to) On September 13, Germany sailed two warships
through the Taiwan Strait for the first time in over 20
years. The frigate Baden-Wuerttemberg and the
support ship Frankfurt am Main sailed through the
waters between China and Taiwan, as part of Berlin's
growing defense engagement in the Asia-Pacific region.
This passage lines up with Germany’s commitment to
ensuring freedom of navigation in international waters,
a position shared by its allies like the United States,
Australia, and France. [AP News]

The Dutch frigate HNLMS Tromp passed through the
Taiwan Strait in June, and was followed by two Chinese
fighter jets. [Nikkei Asia]
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Taiwan's Ministry of Defense confirmed a transit
without any problems, while China, issued a moderate
response. Beijing restated its opposition to what it sees
as provocations under the pretext of freedom of
navigation, emphasizing that the Taiwan issue is a
matter of China’s sovereignty.

It accused Germany of sending the "wrong message"
and escalating security risks. Germany's Defense
Minister Boris Pistorius defended the move, stating
that "international waters are international waters."
China's military monitored and issued warnings to the
German vessels during the transit. [First Post]

Germany's move reflects its broader strategy to
strengthen relations with the Asia-Pacific, especially
during growing concerns over China’'s maritime claims
in the region. The European Union has been working to
foster political, economic, and defensive relations with
the region, focusing on ensuring the security of
important sea lanes. [AP News 2]

Pope Francis expresses hopes for closer
relations with Catholic Church

(to) On September 13, Pope Francis expressed
admiration for China, calling it "a promise and a hope"
for the Catholic Church, during a press conference at
the end of his four-nation Asia tour (see AiR No. 37,
September/2024, 2). The Pope voiced optimism about
improving relations with Beijing, which were severed
more than 70 years ago when the Communist Party
took power.

Pope Francis praised China's capacity for dialogue and
understanding, suggesting it surpasses other
democratic systems in this regard. He restated his
desiyire to visit the country, and described China as a
nation with a rich, millennial culture. The Vatican has
been working towards better relations with China, in
hope to strengthen relations with the Chinese Catholic
community and address concerns over religious
freedoms in the country.

His remarks come as the Vatican and China enter the
final weeks of negotiations to renew their 2018
agreement on the appointment of bishops, a
controversial issue in China-Vatican relations because
it involves a struggle over control. The Chinese
government has historically insisted on appointing
bishops independently, while the Vatican seeks to
maintain its authority over the Catholic Church's
leadership. [South China Morning Post]
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Kazakh President calls on German
Chancellor to support China’s peace plan
for Ukraine

(to) On September 16, Kazakh President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev urged visiting German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz to back China’s peace plan for Ukraine during a
meeting in Astana, Kazakhstan. Tokayev emphasized
that Russia could not be defeated militarily and
warned of serious global consequences if the conflict
continues to escalate. He called for a diplomatic
solution, suggesting support for China’s proposal.

Scholz, who is visiting Central Asia in a search for new
sources of energy and minerals, disagreed with
Tokayeyv, reaffirming Germany’s support for Ukraine.
He reaffirmed that Germany backs Ukraine's right to
defend its sovereignty against Russian aggression.

Scholz noted that Russia not only initiated the war but
is prolonging it, and could help bring it to an end at any
moment by ceasing its aggression. He also expressed
openness to finding peaceful solutions through
dialogue. [Reuters]

India, China resolved 75 percent of border
disengagement issues, New Delhi's top
diplomat says

(rsv) India's External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar,
announced that India and China have resolved around
75 percent of the border disengagement issues along
the Himalayas, although the militarization of the
border remains a significant concern. Speaking at the
Global Centre for Security Policy in Geneva, Jaishankar
acknowledged ongoing negotiations to address the
situation in eastern Ladakh, where both countries have
maintained heightened military presence since the
2020 Galwan valley clash.

Additionally, India's National Security Adviser Ajit Doval
met with Wang Yi of China's Communist Party in Russia
to review recent progress on border disengagement.
Both sides agreed to expedite efforts to resolve the
remaining issues along the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
which they believe is essential for stabilizing and
rebuilding bilateral relations. The talks emphasized the
importance of peace at the border for regional and
global stability. [The Daily Star]
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India, United States hold 2+2
Intersessional, discuss strategic and
defence priorities

(Im) India and the US held a 2+2 Intersessional meeting
on September 16, where officials from India’s Ministry
of External Affairs and Defence, along with their
counterparts from the U.S. State and Defense
Departments, discussed bilateral strategic and defense
priorities. The talks also covered regional and global
issues.

Additionally, India's Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman met with the US International
Development Finance Corporation (DFC) on September
13 to explore economic cooperation, with a focus on
investment opportunities in India. The DFC delegation,
including US Ambassador Eric Garcetti, emphasized
India's potential for investment, citing favorable
opportunities across various sectors. Sitharaman
highlighted recent reforms in India that have created a
conducive investment environment and discussed
expanding economic cooperation, particularly in
sustainable development and innovation sectors.
[Business Standard]

In notable developments, India is set to finalize a USD
3.9 billion deal with the US for 31 MQ-9B Predator
drones in October 2024. The contract, which has
undergone extensive negotiations, includes
maintenance, repair, overhaul (MRO) facilities in India,
and sourcing over 30 percent of components from
Indian companies. While there will be no direct
technology transfer, General Atomics will assemble the
drones in India and provide expertise to the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for
indigenous development of high-altitude drones.

The deal includes 15 Sea Guardian drones for the Navy
and 8 Sky Guardian drones each for the Army and Air
Force, equipped with Hellfire missiles and precision-
guided bombs. These drones will support long-range
intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance (ISR), and
anti-submarine warfare operations, crucial for
countering the growing presence of the Chinese Navy
in the Indian Ocean Region. [The Times of India]

India’s Adani Group denies Swiss officials
froze USD 310 million fund

(Im) The Adani Group, one of India’s largest
conglomerates, has strongly denied new allegations
that Swiss authorities froze USD 310 million in their
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bank accounts, which was reported by US-based short-
seller Hindenburg Research. The claims, based on
purported Swiss criminal court records and cited by a
Swiss media outlet, suggested that the freeze was
linked to an investigation into money laundering and
securities forgery involving the Adani Group.

Hindenburg's allegation centered on how an Adani
frontman allegedly invested in opaque overseas funds
that predominantly held Adani stocks. According to
Hindenburg, the Swiss court records showed this as
part of a larger probe into financial misconduct. In the
past, Hindenburg has made similar accusations against
the Adani Group, including charges of money
laundering and stock market manipulation, all of which
the Adani Group has consistently denied.

This controversy comes on the heels of another recent
allegation by Hindenburg Research, in which the short-
seller accused Madhabi Puri Buch, the head of India’s
Securities and Exchange Board (SEBI), of having links to
offshore funds allegedly tied to the Adani Group. Both
SEBI's chief and the Adani Group denied any
wrongdoing.

Additionally, the Adani Group is under scrutiny in
Bangladesh, where the country's interim government
is reportedly set to review a power supply contract
with the company. The review aims to examine the
pricing structure and check if the prices Bangladesh is
paying for electricity from Adani are justified. [BBC]

India becomes Armenia’s largest defense
supplier

(Im) India has emerged as Armenia's largest defense
supplier, with a deepening military partnership
following the signing of a USD 2 billion defense deal in
2020. Armenia, traditionally reliant on Russian military
supplies, has shifted toward India due to tensions with
Russia, exacerbated by delayed arms deliveries amid
Russia’s war in Ukraine. India is supplying Armenia with
advanced weaponry, including Akash-1S air defense
systems, Pinaka rocket systems, and anti-tank rockets,
as part of this growing defense cooperation.

The partnership provides India with a strategic
foothold in the South Caucasus, countering the
influence of Pakistan and Turkiye, both of which
support Azerbaijan in its conflict with Armenia over the
Karabakh region. Armenia, for its part, is seeking to
reduce its dependence on Russia while enhancing its
regional security and military capabilities. This shift has
geopolitical implications, as India and Armenia also
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explore trilateral cooperation with Iran, creating new
strategic corridors.

India’s growing defense ties with Armenia are part of
New Delhi's broader strategy to expand its influence in
the region and counter the activities of rivals like
Pakistan and Turkiye. For Armenia, this alliance offers
enhanced military support and new diplomatic and
economic opportunities, positioning Yerevan for
greater independence from Russian reliance.
[Jamestown]

Indonesia and Philippines conduct joint
military patrol

(ft) The Indonesian and Philippine navies have carried
out a joint maritime patrol as part of the third phase of
the Philippine-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (Corpat
Philindo) XXXVIII mission.

This operation involved the Indonesian ship KRI Marlin-
877 and the Philippine vessel BRP Artemio Ricarte
(PS37). The patrol was officially launched on
September 9 at the Felix Apolinario Naval Station in
Davao, Philippines, with the attendance of the
Indonesian Navy Commodore May Franky Pasuna
Sihombing.

This coordinated effort is a continuation of a border
agreement from 1956 and aims to enhance maritime
security along the Sulawesi and Sulu Sea borders,
areas known for piracy, smuggling, and human
trafficking. The mission also aims to facilitate smooth
cross-border activities and resolve maritime border
issues through the established Border Committee. The
current phase follows a previous one in June, which
included joint training exercises focusing on
maneuvering, communication, and coordination
between the two navies. [Antara]

Indonesia begins construction of Japan-
funded new rapid train line

(dqgl) On September 11, Indonesian President Joko
Widodo, known as Jokowi, attended the
groundbreaking ceremony for Jakarta's second mass
rapid transit (MRT) line, funded by a Japanese loan of
approximately 140.7 billion yen ($990 million).

The first phase of the MRT, a 15.7-kilometer North-
South Line, opened in 2019 and has since transported
around 120 million passengers. The new 84.1-
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kilometer East-West Line will be built in two phases,
with the first 24.5-kilometer section expected to be
completed by 2031.

Japanese technology will be used for the train's vehicle
and signaling systems, further symbolizing strong
economic cooperation between Indonesia and Japan.
Jakarta's MRT aims to alleviate severe traffic congestion
and air pollution resulting from rapid growth. [Kyodo
News]

US approves tanker aircraft sale to Japan

(dgl) The US State Department has approved a
potential sale of up to nine KC-46A Pegasus tankers,
worth USD 4.1 billion, to Japan.

The KC-46A sale to Japan would enhance Tokyo's aerial
refueling capabilities, crucial for extending aircraft
ranges over the Indo-Pacific. The deal includes up to 18
PW4062 engines from Pratt & Whitney and associated
support equipment. Delivery dates for the aircraft have
not been specified.

Japan is already one of two international operators of
the KC-46A, built by Boeing. [Azer News]

Meanwhile, Japan is sending its modified lzumo-class
helicopter carrier, JS Kaga, to the U.S. West Coast for
flight operations with the F-35B Lightning Il from
October to November. This move follows Japan's
strategic upgrade of its lzumo-class vessels, which are
officially classified as "multi-purpose operation
destroyers" but function similarly to aircraft carriers
due to their capability to operate fixed-wing aircraft.

JS Kaga will conduct tests off San Diego to evaluate its
ability to handle the short take-off and vertical landing
(STOVL) F-35B, with support from the U.S. military.
[National Interest]

Nippon Steel vice president meet US
Committee on foreign investment, seeks
support for acquisition

(sw) On September 11, Nippon Steel Vice President
Takahiro Mori and members of the US committee on
foreign investment met in an apparent attempt to gain
support for the company's acquisition of United States
Steel Corp.
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Washington is reportedly preparing to block the USD
14.1 billion takeover, citing security consideration (see
AiR No. 37, September/2024, 2).

Mori's visit follows a letter sent by a coalition of
Washington-based business groups to Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen, urging her to avoid politicizing
the ongoing review of the Japanese company's planned
acquisition. The coalition includes several major actors
such as the Global Business Alliance, the US Chamber
of Commerce, the National Foreign Trade Council, the
Japan Business Federation, as well as Keidanren, one
of the country's biggest business lobbies. [Mainichi]

Additionally, Nippon Steel has publicly released its
communications with United Steelworkers (USW), a
trade union opposed to the acquisition. The company
announced it was doing this to prevent any
misunderstandings about its talks and the
commitments it had made. [Asahi]

Despite being opposed to the takeover, US President
Joe Biden is unlikely to decide on blocking Nippon Steel
Corp.'s acquisition before the November presidential
election. The CEOs of Nippon Steel and US Steel sent a
letter to Biden on September 13, hoping to secure his
support for the deal. [Kyodo News]

Okinawa Governor demands stricter
measures after US military sexual assault
cases

(sw) Okinawa Governor Denny Tamaki has requested
US officials to implement stronger measures to
prevent sexual assaults by US military personnel in the
prefecture. Tamaki criticized the current reporting
system, stating it has "completely failed" and
emphasized the need for "effective and transparent
efforts" to prevent further incidents.

This appeal follows a series of suspected sexual assault
cases by US service members that emerged in June.
The Okinawa prefectural government expressed deep
concern, highlighting that the incidents were not made
public, and that the central government failed to share
critical information with local authorities. [Asahi]

Japan and Canada strengthen defense ties

(sw) As Japan and Canada advance negotiations on an
intelligence-sharing pact, both nations are exploring
broader defense and security cooperation, particularly
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in space, cybersecurity, industry, and special forces
operations. Canadian Defense Minister Bill Blair, the
first to visit Japan in five years, emphasized that
collaboration will strengthen both countries amid
growing global security concerns.

Since late 2022, Japan and Canada have been
negotiating a General Security of Information
Agreement, with plans to increase joint military
exercises and training. Canada, a member of the five
eyes -an intelligence alliance- has expanded its military
presence in Asia, aligning with its Indo-Pacific Strategy
by boosting air and naval deployments. Notably,
Canadian forces routinely deploy from Japan to
enforce UN sanctions against North Korea.

Canada is also strengthening defense ties with South
Korea, Vietnam, and the Philippines, which is
negotiating a visiting-forces agreement with Ottawa
amid rising tensions with Beijing in the South China
Sea.

Sources indicate that before Reciprocal Access
Agreement talks can begin, Japan and Canada must
finalize both the intelligence-sharing agreement and a
parallel technology transfer pact. Japan has already
signed similar agreements with Australia, Britain, and
the Philippines since 2022.

Blair highlighted the importance of Japan-Canada
cooperation in regulating military Al and addressing
threats posed by Russia, North Korea, and China's
efforts to challenge the rules-based international
order. Despite advocating for dialogue, Blair confirmed
that Canadian naval transits through the Taiwan Strait
will continue, demonstrating support for maintaining
global stability.

Blair's visit follows Canada’s April announcement of
increased defense spending to address challenges
such as climate change, geopolitical rivalries, and Arctic
sovereignty risks. [Japan Times]

Russian aircraft circle Japan

(dgl) On September 13, Japan scrambled fighter jets
after Russian Tu-142 aircraft flew around the
archipelago for the first time in five years. The Russian
planes traveled from the sea between Japan and South
Korea to the southern Okinawa region, then north over
the Pacific Ocean, and finally off the northern island of
Hokkaido. While they did not enter Japanese airspace,
they flew over a disputed area between Japan and
Russia.
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The incident was the first time Russian military aircraft
had circled Japan since 2019, when bombers had
entered Japanese airspace.

Earlier last week, Russian and Chinese warships began
joint drills in the Sea of Japan, part of a major naval
exercise described by Russian President Vladimir Putin
as the largest in three decades (see article in this
edition). Japan also scrambled fighter jets in late
August when a Chinese Y-9 surveillance aircraft briefly
violated Japanese airspace, marking the first such
incursion by a Chinese military plane.

Relations between Japan and Russia have deteriorated
significantly since the start of the Ukraine conflict,
exacerbated by the territorial dispute over the Kuril
Islands, which Japan refers to as the Northern
Territories. [ABS CBN News]

CEO of Laos-based company charged by
India’s anti-terror agency in major cyber
fraud scheme

(ma) The Indian Anti-Terror Agency has formally
charged Indian national Sudarshan Darade, the CEO of
a Laos-based Long Sheng Company, in connection with
a large-scale cyber fraud case.

Arrested in June, Darade is accused of orchestrating a
complex online fraud operation, involving phishing
attacks and fraudulent investment platforms that
deceived numerous individuals and businesses,
causing significant financial damage. Authorities have
stated that the investigation revealed extensive
cybercrime activities, with the company allegedly
involved in money laundering and other illegal
practices.

This case highlights the increasing prevalence of
cybercrime in Southeast Asia and the need for stronger
cybersecurity measures. If convicted, Darade faces
serious legal consequences, including substantial fines
and possible imprisonment. [The Lao Times]

Malaysia and Thailand boost defense
relations

(oc) September 14 marked Malaysia and Thailand's
push for closer defense relations through a fourth Joint
Combination Exercise. The Joint Forces headquarters
(JFHQ) said a nine-day exercise involves 118 members.
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These include the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF), the
National Disaster Assistance and Rescue Team
(Nadma), The Special Malaysia Disaster Assistance and
Rescue Team (SMART) as well as the Royal Malaysian
Customs Department.

Also present were the Royal Thailand Armed Forces
(RTARF) alongside Thailand's Chief of Joint Staff
Thitichai Tiantong.

JFHQ said the exercise focuses mainly on humanitarian
issues and disaster assistance and its objective is to
bring Thailand and Malaysia closer together to provide
support and protection during crisis. [Malay Mail]

China-Maldives FTA expected to boost
bilateral trade to USD 1 billion, Male says

(Im) The Maldives government has stated that the Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) with China, once implemented,
will boost bilateral trade between the two countries to
USD 1 billion. Currently, trade between the Maldives
and China amounts to USD 700 million.

The agreement, which was initially signed in 2014 but
not implemented until now, allows for current account
transactions in local currencies, reducing dependence
on the US dollar and facilitating easier transactions for
both businessmen and travelers.

The framework for this agreement was further
strengthened by a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed between the Maldivian government and
the People's Bank of China on September 13. The
agreement is expected to come into effect by the end
of September 2024. [the edition]

Maldives hold talks with India on timely
completion of Thilamale’ Bridge

(Im) Maldives Infrastructure Minister Dr. Abdulla
Muthalib recently held discussions with Indian officials
regarding the timely completion of the Thilamale'
Bridge, which will connect Male' with the industrial
island of Thilafushi. The talks took place during the
minister's official visit to India and focused on strategic
and technical issues to ensure the project remains on
schedule.

Dr. Muthalib co-chaired the 12th Joint Project
Monitoring Committee meeting with Indian
Ambassador Munu Mahawar. At present, 43.59
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percent of the bridge's construction has been
completed. The phase connecting Male' to Gulhifalhu is
expected to be finished by March 2026, while the
section from Gulhifalhu to Thilafushi is scheduled for
completion by September 2026. [avas]

British military ship docks in Maldives for
logistics purposes

(Im) A United Kingdom military ship, RFA Lyme Bay,
docked in the Maldives on September 16 for logistical
purposes. The vessel, which has a capacity of 16,160
tons and measures 176 meters, is the largest ship
currently in service with the UK military. It has been
part of the Royal Navy since 2007. [the edition]

Qatar's ambassador to Maldives
strengthens ties with Ooredoo

(sa) Jassim bin Jaber Jassim Al Sorour, Qatar's new
Ambassador to the Maldives, visited Ooredoo
Maldives' headquarters in Hulhumalé to discuss future
collaborations. During his visit, he was briefed by
Ooredoo’s CEO Khalid Al-Khamadi about the
company’s role in advancing technology in the
Maldives and its ongoing projects.

The Ambassador emphasized the significance of
Ooredoo Maldives as a major Qatari investment and
reiterated Qatar's commitment to further
strengthening bilateral relations. He also engaged with
teams and employees to understand Ooredoo’s
initiatives aimed at improving digital access and
community empowerment in the Maldives. [the
edition]

Ukraine summons Mongolian diplomat
over failure to arrest Putin

(to) On September 12, the Ukrainian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs announced that it has summoned a
senior Mongolian diplomat after Mongolia failed to
arrest Russian President Vladimir Putin during his visit
to the country earlier this month, despite an active
warrant from the International Criminal Court (ICC).

The ministry expressed "profound disappointment"
that Mongolia did not comply with its obligations under
the Rome Statute, which mandates cooperation with
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ICC arrest warrants (see AiR No. 37, September/2024,
2).

Putin’s visit to Ulaanbaatar on September 3, was his
first to a country that is a member of the ICC since the
court issued a warrant for his arrest in March 2023, in
connection with alleged war crimes. Ukraine warned
that Mongolia's failure to act would impact future
bilateral relations and the country’s standing in
international forums. [The Nation]

Mongolia and France strengthen
cooperation on climate change and
conservation

(to) On September 12, the Mongolian government
announced that Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Odontuya Saldan held talks with Senator
Philippe Mouiller, Chair of the French-Mongolian
Parliamentary Group in the French Senate, to enhance
collaboration on environmental issues. The meeting
took place on September 9 and focused on key areas
such as sustainable forest management, climate
change, and the expansion of specially protected areas
(SPASs).

Expressing appreciation for France's support of
Mongolia's "One Billion Trees" initiative, part of the
country’s broader efforts to combat climate change,
Odontuya highlighted the potential for Mongolia to
learn from France's best practices in managing SPAs
and making sure that they meet international
standards. Mongolia and France are both among the
first nations to support the global initiative to protect
30 percent of the planet's land and water by 2030.

Mouiller reaffirmed that France will help Mongolia
achieve its environmental goals by working together
and sharing knowledge from French experts.
[Mongolian National News Agency]

Beijing signs agreement on police force
cooperation with Myanmar junta

(tl) China has signed two memoranda of understanding
with the Myanmar military regime, enhancing
cooperation police cooperation. The agreements
include the establishment of a police force cooperation
center and the provision of police equipment and
supplies worth CYN 5 million (about USD 700,000) to
Myanmar Junta’s police force.
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Chinese Minister of Public Security Wang Xiaohong and
Myanmar junta’s Home Affairs Minister Yar Pyae
signed the MoUs during the three-day Global Public
Security Cooperation Forum (GPSCF) held in China's
Jiangsu Province on September 8-10. [MITV][Global
News Light of Myanmar]

More than 100 Myanmar immigrants
caught in Thai-Myanmar border areas

(tl) A large number of Myanmar citizens have been
arrested at the Thai-Myanmar border, particularly in
the town of Mae Sot, Turk district and Ranong district
where Myanmar workers were working in violation of
Thailand's work permit regulations.

Chairman of the Burmese People's Action Committee
U Moe Ning reported that that more than 100 illegal
Burmese were caught within five days in the last week
beginning on September 11. [VOA Bumese]

China reaffirms non-interference stance
amidst Myanmar's internal conflict

(sc) On September 14, the Chinese Embassy in
Myanmar issued a statement reaffirming China's
commitment to non-interference in Myanmar's
internal affairs, in response to what it described as
"groundless accusations by some media and
individuals" of China is interfering in Myanmar's
internal affairs.

The embassy emphasized that "China opposes
external forces interfering in Myanmar's internal
affairs and opposes any words and deeds that attempt
to sow discord in China-Myanmar relations." [Chinese
Embassy in Myanmar]

Further elaborating on China’s diplomatic stance, the
embassy reiterated the country's support for
Myanmar's sovereignty and territorial integrity,
advocating for a peace process that is led and owned
by the Myanmar people themselves. [CGTN]

Nepal prioritizes foreign investment in IT
sector, signs joint venture agreement
with Japan
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(iz) Nepal's Minister for Industry, Commerce, and
Supplies, Damodar Bhandari, emphasized the
government's commitment to prioritizing foreign
investment in the information technology (IT) sector.
His statement was made during the signing of an
agreement between IGC Business Holding Nepal and
Japan's Keirinkan Co. Ltd. for a joint venture in IT.
Bhandari highlighted that this agreement marks a
significant step in strengthening technological
collaboration and relations between Nepal and Japan.
[The Himalayan Times]

Nepali, United States security forces
launch fourth edition of joint disaster
response drill

(iz) The fourth edition of a joint military drill between
Nepali and US security forces began on September 15,
focusing on enhancing post-disaster search and rescue
operations. Taking place in Kathmandu, Makwanpur,
and Dhading districts, the exercise aims to share
knowledge on disaster management and humanitarian
assistance.

Initiated in 2012, this collaboration seeks to improve
disaster response capabilities through the exchange of
experiences. The drill is set to conclude on September
20. [Nepal News]

Norwegian MPs meet parliamentary
international committee members in
Nepal

(Im) A Norwegian parliamentary delegation, including
members of the Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs and Defence, met with Nepal's International
Relations and Tourism Committee on September 12.
The delegation was welcomed by Raj Kishor Yadav,
chair of the Nepali committee, marking the first official
exchange between the two nations' parliamentary
committees.

The discussions reaffirmed the strong ties between
Nepal and Norway, with the Norwegian MPs
acknowledging Nepal's contributions to UN
peacekeeping missions and expressing interest in
energy sector cooperation. The meeting also focused
on shared values such as democracy, human rights,
and social justice, along with addressing global
challenges like climate change and the Sustainable
Development Goals. [The Kathmandu Post]
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North Korea sends ballons of trash to
South Korea

(ac) On September 15, North Korea launched balloons
likely carrying trash toward South Korea for the second
consecutive day, according to South Korea's military.
The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) reported that these
balloons could reach the northern part of Gyeonggi
Province and the broader capital area around Seoul.

This launch came on the heels of a similar incident
from September 14 Saturday night to early September
15, when North Korea sent approximately 50 trash-
carrying balloons into South Korean territory. About 10
of these trash bundles landed in Gyeonggi Province
and Seoul. The trash, consisting mainly of paper,
plastic bottles, and other household waste, did not
contain hazardous substances.

Since late May (see AiR No. 23, June/2024, 1), North
Korea has launched thousands of such balloons in
response to anti-Pyongyang leaflets sent across the
border by North Korean defectors and activists in
South Korea. In retaliation, South Korea has been
broadcasting daily anti-Pyongyang propaganda via
loudspeakers along the border. [Yonhap News]

North Korea and Russia deepen bilateral
cooperations in economy and defense

(ac) Kim Jong Un met with Sergei Shoigu, head of
Russia's security council, in Pyongyang on September
13, continuing the strategic military partnership
between North Korea and Russia. This meeting
coincided with the anniversary of the summit between
Kim and Putin held in Russia last year, drawing
attention from the US and Ukraine. [Reuters 1]

According to North Korean state media, the leaders
reached a "satisfactory consensus," discussing bilateral
issues and deepening their strategic dialogue. Kim
pledged to expand cooperation in line with their
strategic partnership, promising developments in
political, economic, and cultural sectors following their
June summit. [Yonhap News] [Rodong Sinmun]

Shortly after, North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son
Hui attended the fourth Eurasian Women's Forum and
the BRICS Women'’s Forum in Saint Petersburg, Russia,
on September 16. Choe is scheduled to speak and
participate in discussions at the forum from
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September 18 to 20. Russian Ambassador Alexander
Ivanovich Matsegora confirmed Choe’s participation.
While the economic forum has previously hosted Putin,
the Kremlin has yet to confirm his attendance this
year. The forum will feature delegations from nearly a
hundred countries. [Reuters 2] [KCNA]

Strengthening ties: Chinese military and
economic commitments to Pakistan

(Im/ht) During a visit to Beijing on September 14,
Pakistan’s Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee,
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, met with top Chinese
military officials who reaffirmed China's "unfettered
commitment" to supporting Pakistan, particularly on
issues of territorial integrity and sovereignty. General
Mirza held separate meetings with General He
Weidong, Vice Chairman of China's Central Military
Commission (CMC), and General Liu Zhenli, Chief of
CMC Joint Staff Department.

Both sides acknowledged the deep, historic
relationship between China and Pakistan, which
extends beyond defense cooperation to include
economic initiatives like the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC). Launched in 2015 as part of China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), CPEC aims to enhance
regional connectivity and economic development
through infrastructure projects, including roads,
railways, energy initiatives, and special economic
zones. [Arab News 1]

Additionally, on September 14, consultations were
underway between Pakistan and China regarding the
inclusion of the Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway (M-6) in
CPEC. The motorway is prioritized for concessional
financing, with plans to address the missing link
between the Peshawar-Karachi Motorway and the
Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway. The National Highway
Authority (NHA) announced that consultancy work
would commence in December, with the estimated
project cost around USD 11.1 million. [The Nation]

Pakistan Chairman joint Chiefs of Staff: China corridor is
‘stabilizing force’ for South Asia

During his visit, General Mirza participated in the 11th
Beijing Xiangshan Forum on September 13, where he
emphasized the strategic importance of CPEC,
describing it as not only beneficial for Pakistan's
economy but also a "stabilizing force" for South Asia.

Pakistan is now negotiating "CPEC 2.0," shifting focus
from infrastructure to industrial cooperation,
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agriculture, and technological advancements, with the
goal of attracting foreign investment and boosting
economic growth. [Arab News 2]

China, Pakistan sign USD 382 million agricultural
cooperation deal at CIFTIS

On the same day, an important agricultural
cooperation deal worth USD 382 million was signed
between International Innovation Park Limited EPZ and
China National Cereals, QOils, and Foodstuffs
Corporation (COFCO) at the China International Fair for
Trade in Services (CIFTIS). This agreement is expected
to strengthen bilateral trade and cooperation, with
Pakistan's Ambassador to China, Khalil Hashmi, calling
it a milestone for the country. The focus of the deal
includes the digital transformation and optimization of
supply chains for 200 textile factories in Pakistan,
facilitating collaboration between Chinese banks and
global financial institutions. [Profit by Pakistan Today]

US imposes sanctions on suppliers to
Pakistan’s ballistic missile program

(ht) On September 12, the U.S. State Department
imposed sanctions on several entities linked to
Pakistan’s ballistic missile program. A Chinese research
institute and three China-based firms, along with
Pakistan-based Innovative Equipment and a Chinese
national, were targeted for providing missile-related
equipment to Pakistan. This marks a continuation of
US sanctions aimed at preventing missile technology
proliferation, following similar actions in October 2023.
[Arab News] [Dawn News]

Islamabad criticized the US sanctions as biased and
politically motivated, stating that they were based on
suspicion and involved items not listed under any
export control regime, yet were still considered
sensitive. Pakistan highlighted what it described as
double standards, noting that some countries, while
claiming to uphold nonproliferation norms, have
waived licensing requirements for advanced military
technologies to favored states. These practices,
Islamabad argued, undermine global nonproliferation
efforts and pose a threat to international peace and
security. [The Express Tribune]

Key US diplomat to visit Islamabad this week, discuss
security challenges with Pakistani officials

The timing of the sanctions is noteworthy, coming
ahead of an ongoing visit to Pakistan by US Acting
Under Secretary of State John Bass. During his visit,
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scheduled to run from September 14 to 18, Brass was
set to meet senior Pakistani officials to discuss shared
security concerns. Following his Islamabad visit, Bass
will travel to Ankara, Turkiye, for discussions with
Turkish officials on bilateral relations and regional
stability. [Arab News]

Pakistan removes special envoy for
Afghanistan

(tj/Im) Pakistan's special envoy for Afghanistan, Asif
Durrani, was reported to have been removed from his
position due to alleged policy differences with
Pakistan's military, according to local media. However,
Durrani himself denied these claims, stating that he
resigned for personal reasons. He clarified that there
were no clashes with the military establishment and
dismissed reports of tensions as exaggerated.

Durrani had been appointed in May 2023 to help
address security-related issues between Islamabad
and Kabul, particularly concerning Pakistan’s
accusations that the Afghan Taliban were sheltering
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants. His
resignation comes at a time when relations between
Pakistan and Afghanistan's Taliban administration have
been strained due to militant attacks, border clashes,
and the deportation of undocumented foreigners,
mainly Afghan refugees. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Recently, on September 7, intense clashes erupted
between Pakistani and Afghan border forces near
Afghanistan’s Khost province and Pakistan's Kurram
district, resulting in multiple casualties. The conflict
reportedly began when Taliban forces attempted to
build a security outpost on the Afghan side, leading
Pakistani troops to open fire, as mutual agreements
prohibit unilateral construction along the 2,600-
kilometer border. At least five Pakistani soldiers and
over four Afghan border guards were injured in the
fighting, marking the second such incident in two days.
[Voice of America]

India, Philippines to strengthen military
ties

(rr) The Philippines and India have strengthened their
defense ties following a visit by Indian Defense
Secretary Shri Giridhar Aramane to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) headquarters in Quezon City.
During the visit, discussions between AFP vice chief of
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staff Lt. Gen. Arthur Cordura and Aramane focused on
enhancing bilateral defense cooperation, exploring
joint training and exercises, and addressing security
challenges in the Indo-Pacific region. Both sides
emphasized the importance of regional stability, a
rules-based order, and continued collaboration.

Aramane also met with Philippine Department of
National Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.
Aramane extended an invitation to Teodoro for
ministerial-level talks in India, marking the 75th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two
countries in 2024. Teodoro will also meet Indian
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh during the ASEAN
Defense Ministers' Meeting Plus in November.
[Philippine News Agency]

Australia to boost maritime cooperation
with the Philippines

(rr) Australia is set to increase its participation in
maritime cooperative activities (MCA) within the
Philippines' exclusive economic zone, strengthening
defense ties between the two nations, according to
Australian Ambassador HK Yu. These activities aim to
enhance regional cooperation and ensure a free and
open Indo-Pacific, especially in response to increased
Chinese incursions in the West Philippine Sea.

Additionally, Australia will involve the Philippines in its
Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2024 to boost disaster
response and maritime law cooperation. [Philippine
News Agency]

Oman eyes stronger trade, investment,
and cybersecurity ties with the
Philippines

(rr) Oman seeks to strengthen trade, investment, and
cybersecurity ties with the Philippines, focusing on key
sectors like energy, agriculture, infrastructure, and
technology. Omani Ambassador Nasser Said Abdullah
Al Manwari emphasized the importance of high-level
exchanges and easing trade processes, such as
reducing customs fees. Oman also aims to finalize an
agreement on the avoidance of double taxation and
sign a memorandum of understanding on information
and cybersecurity during a bilateral meeting in 2025.
Additionally, cultural programs and tourism promotion
were highlighted as areas for further collaboration.
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Diplomatic ties between Oman and the Philippines
were established in 1980. [Philippine News Agency]

US supports Philippines in transportation
infrastructure projects

(ga) The Department of Transportation (DOTr) is
collaborating with the United States to enhance the
Philippines' transportation systems. During the first
DOTr-US coordination meeting, Secretary Jaime J.
Bautista discussed areas of cooperation, including
strengthening security at Ninoy Aquino International
Airport (NAIA) and modernizing regional airports.

The talks also covered the Subic-Cargo-Manila-
Batangas (SCMB) railway, improvements to seaports
and the Philippine Coast Guard, and road transport
initiatives. Bautista emphasized the need for US
support in advancing these areas, leveraging US
expertise to upgrade the country's transport
infrastructure.

US Ambassador to the Philippines MaryKay Carlson
affirmed US support for the Philippines' infrastructure
development goals, the strong US-Philippine economic
partnership, and its role in unlocking economic
potential in the region. [Manila Bulletin]

Singapore defence minister visits China

(ga) Singapore's Defence Minister Dr. Ng Eng Hen met
with Vice Chairman of China's Central Military
Commission General Zhang Youxia in Beijing on
September 12. The meeting was held at the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) Bayi Building and focused on
reaffirming the strong bilateral defense ties between
Singapore and China, discussing ways to enhance
cooperation, and exchanging views on global and
regional security issues. Dr. Ng also visited the PLA
National Defense University for discussions on
geopolitical developments, US-China relations, and
Singapore’s defence policy. [Ministry of Defence
Singapore 1]

Dr. Ng also attended the opening of the 11th Beijing
Xiangshan Forum on September 13, where he
emphasized the importance of an open and inclusive
regional framework for peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific. Dr. Ng acknowledged China's contributions to
global peace, including its mediation efforts and
support for emerging economies. He stressed that
China’s growth should align with international law and
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benefit all countries, big or small, to gain widespread
support.

Dr. Ng further called for continued dialogue and open
communication channels to ease tensions in the South
China Sea and improve US-China relations. He urged
collaboration to build a sustainable global ecosystem.
[Ministry of Defence Singapore 2]

Indonesia, Singapore armies conduct
bilateral exercise

(ga) The 36th edition of Exercise Safkar Indopura, a
flagship military collaboration between the Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) and the Indonesian Army (TNI-AD),
took place in Central Java, Indonesia, from September
2to 11. The exercise involved around 200 personnel
from both armies.

The joint training featured contingency operations
drills such as jungle survival training, tactical combat
casualty management, and small arms live firing with
service rifles. The exercise concluded with a battalion-
level field training exercise at Mount Merbabu.
[Ministry of Defence Singapore]

Singapore, United States reaffirm close
defence ties at bilateral security policy
dialogue

(ga) During the 14th Singapore-US Strategic Security
Policy Dialogue in Washington on September 13,
Singapore's Permanent Secretary for Defence, Chan
Heng Kee, and the US Acting Undersecretary of
Defence for Policy, Amanda Dory, reaffirmed the close
and long-standing defence ties between the two
nations. The discussions underscored the importance
of the US' continued engagement in the Asia-Pacific
region and its participation in multilateral platforms
like the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting-Plus.

Both officials acknowledged the reciprocal access
arrangement, including Singapore's provision of
facilities for rotational US forces and the US' support
for Singapore's military training in America. They also
discussed regional security challenges, including the
South China Sea, and reiterated their commitment to
upholding international rules through cooperative
measures, such as contributions to Operation
Prosperity Guardian in the Red Sea.
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Additionally, Chan highlighted cooperation in advanced
defence technologies, particularly Singapore’s
acquisition and operationalization of F-35 aircraft,
while both parties emphasized enhancing defence
technology cooperation and ensuring defence supply
chain resilience. Singapore also endorsed the
Statement of Principles for Indo-Pacific Defense
Industrial Base Collaboration and expressed its
intention to join the Partnership for Indo-Pacific
Industrial Resilience. [Ministry of Defence Singapore]
[U.S. Department of Defense]

Singapore Senior Minister visits France

(ga) Singapore's Senior Minister and Coordinating
Minister for National Security Teo Chee Hean
conducted a working visit to Paris from September 9 to
11. Senior Minister Teo met with French Minister of the
Interior and Overseas Territories Gérald Darmanin to
discuss security threats and collaboration on
counterterrorism and combating religious extremism.

He also held discussions with Alexis Kohler, Secretary-
General of the Office of the President of the French
Republic, and Stéphane Bouillon, Secretary-General of
the General Secretariat for Defence and National
Security, among other senior French officials.

The meetings reaffirmed the solid bilateral relations
between the two countries and explored opportunities
for deeper cooperation in countering hybrid threats,
energy, and artificial intelligence, as both nations aim
to elevate their relationship to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership by 2025. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Singapore]

South Korean Unification Minister asks
North Korea to respect human rights

(jb) During a forum on North Korean human rights,
South Korean Unification Minister of South Korea Kim
Yung Ho urged the North to adhere to human rights of
its own people in line with the clarion call from the
international community.

North Korea, which is a member of the UN, has
continuously come under fire since the 2014 UN
Commission of Inquiry’s (OCl) report on their human
rights violations. Kim has raised his concerns justin
time for the UN Human Rights Council's Universal
Periodic Review, which is set to review North Korea in
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November as part of its regular 4.5-year peer review.
[Yonhap News Agency]

The 2014 report by the OCI, which was a result of the
UNHRC setting up the Commission in 2013, recognized
9 distinct areas of human rights abuses, including
arbitrary detention, torture and violations on freedom
of movement, that North Korea was alleged of
committing against its citizens. [United Nations Human
Rights Council]

Repatriated Korean-Japanese win
damages suit against North Korea

(jb) Five defectors who were repatriated to North
Korea decades ago under a repatriation program have
won a damages lawsuit against Pyongyang, which they
filed in a Seoul court. The Seoul Central District Court
has officially ordered North Korean authorities to pay
USD 74,000 in damages to each defector.

The compensation is owed to defectors of Korean-
Japanese origin who left North Korea between 1959
and 1984, after initially moving there from Japan to
settle. Due to severe human rights violations, despite
promises of belonging and community, the five
plaintiffs defected from North Korea, joining over
90,000 others repatriated during that period.

The North Korean Human Rights Database (NKDB), a
nongovernmental organization which works on
resettlement, counselling and human rights advocacy
and is headquartered in Seoul, South Korea, stressed
the importance of recognizing and empathizing with
the struggles of these individuals. However, North
Korea is neither expected to appeal the ruling nor pay
the compensation owed to the victims. [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea, US and Japan hold phone
calls to discuss North Korea's latest
missile launch

(ac) On September 12, Lee Jun-il, Director General for
Korean Peninsula Policy of South Korea, held an
emergency phone call with Seth Bailey, Director for the
Office of Korean and Mongolian Affairs, and Akihiro
Okochi, in charge of Economic Diplomacy at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, to discuss North
Korea's latest short-range ballistic missile launch,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-iju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-itl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-itl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-itr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-ekkdduk-l-itr/

which was an open protest against South Korea's joint
Ulchi Freedom Shield exercise.

The three officials condemned the missile launch as a
clear violation of UN Security Council resolutions,
posing a serious threat to regional peace and security.
South Korea's presidential office promised to continue
close coordination in response to North Korea's
actions. [Yonhap News]

South Korea removes over 1300 Chinese
security cameras from army property

(jb) Over 1300 closed-circuit TV cameras of Chinese
manufacturing origin which were installed in frontline
barracks in South Korea have been removed by the
military owing to suspicions around the use of the
cameras to connect to Chinese servers for surveillance.
Upon the military’s initial inspection of the cameras, it
was revealed that the images and videos of the
training grounds and barrack fences captured by the
cameras were transported through a server based in
China. The investigation did not reveal any data leak,
however.

The cameras are currently being replaced by similar
models of domestic production. [The Korea Herald]

US President Biden nominates new
commander for US Forces Korea

(ac) On September 11, U.S. President Joe Biden
nominated Lt. Gen. Xavier Brunson, commander of |
Corps, to serve as the South Korea-U.S. Combined
Forces Commander (CFC). In this role, he would lead
three commands: the CFC, the United Nations
Command (UNC), and U.S. Forces Korea (USFK).
Brunson's appointment requires Senate confirmation,
and if confirmed, he will replace the current
commander, Gen. Paul LaCamera, who has held the
position since July 2021.

According to the US Army, Brunson served in the US
Army's operational headquarters for the Indo-Pacific,
primarily managing daily activities of more than 40,000
service personnel across Washington, Hawaii and
Alaska. [Yonhap News]
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South Korea and Poland discuss economic
and defense industry cooperation

(ac) On September 10, South Korea’'s Deputy Foreign
Minister for Economic Affairs, Kim Hee-Sang, attended
a joint economic committee meeting in Warsaw,
Poland, with his Polish counterpart, Jacek Tomczak, to
discuss potential economic and defense industry
cooperation.

Both sides highlighted their close economic
relationship, noting the presence of around 390 South
Korean firms in Poland, including Samsung Electronics
Co., LG Electronics Inc., and LG Energy Solution, which
have directly created 30,000 jobs. During the meeting,
Kim emphasized the importance of bilateral
cooperation and joint development in sectors such as
battery production and the defense industry. He also
explored opportunities for cooperation in clean energy
and reconstruction projects in Ukraine. Tomczak, in
response, expressed a desire to maintain cordial
relations with South Korea, including holding future
joint economic committee meetings. [Yonhap News]

South Korean President Yoon to visit
Czechia for nuclear plant deal

(jb) Following the selection of a consortium led by
Korea Hydro and Nuclear Power to invest in the
development of a Czech nuclear power plant (see AR
No. 30, July/2024, 4), South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol is set to visit the Czech Republic to strengthen
bilateral industrial cooperation. The visit, scheduled for
September 19-22, includes meetings with Czech
President Petr Pavel and Prime Minister Petr Fiala to
discuss expanded collaboration in technology,
renewable energy, and industrial development.

Yoon aims to promote "sales diplomacy" to secure
continued business partnerships between South
Korea's nuclear power consortium and the Czech
Republic. Both nations enjoy a close working
relationship, underscoring their shared commitment to
the free market and democracy. The visit is expected
to forge a stronger nuclear alliance between the two
countries. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea investigates North Korea’s
disclosure of uranium facility
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(ac) On September 13, the South Korean Presidential
Office announced an investigation into North Korea's
surprise disclosure of a uranium enrichment facility.

[KCNA]

South Korea's response followed Kim Jong Un's public
appearance at the facility, as reported by North Korean
state media. Kim's visit raised concerns within the
South Korean government, which suspects the facility
may be linked to a potential seventh nuclear test site.

The Presidential Office believes the disclosure was
deliberate and pledged to conduct a joint analysis with
U.S. intelligence to closely monitor and assess the
situation in North Korea. [Yonhap News]

Latvia invites South Korea to join efforts
to provide Ukraine with drones

(ac) Latvia invited South Korea to join the global
coalition effort aimed at aiding Ukraine to counter
Russia with military drones, as military drones are
increasingly critical in the war against Russia. The
invitation was made during a bilateral meeting
between Latvia's Minister of Foreign Affairs Baiba
Braze and South Korea’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
Cho Tae-Yul on September 9.

Braze addressed the coalitions of drone campaign
during the press conference and revealed that the
Latvian officials has suggested South Korea to send
experts to work at the NATO Strategic Communications
Center of Excellence in Riga, Latvia.

Cho, for his part, reaffirmed South Korea's support for
Ukraine but reaffirmed its position on sending only
non-lethal aid and humanitarian assistance.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of the
Responsible Al in the Military Domain summit held
from September 9 to 10, which was also attended by
Braze. During his stay in South Korea, Braze
participated in a series of meetings with South Korean
businesses, including officials from Hanwha
Aerospace, which is aiming to secure a deal with Latvia
for light tanks. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea, Philippines discuss economic
cooperation

(ac) On September 12, South Korea’s Deputy Minister
of Trade Yang Byeong-Nae and his Philippine
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counterpart, Allan Gepty, Assistant Secretary of the
Southeast Asian country's industry ministry, held the
third economic and trade cooperation committee
meeting via teleconferencing.

They discussed ways of improving cooperation on
supply chains of raw materials and various industry
sectors such as shipbuilding, offshore wind sectors,
and electric vehicles based on the bilateral free trade
deal signed last year.

The Philippines expressed hope for stronger ties with
South Korea in achieving energy security and net-zero
goals. [Yonhap News]

China, Sri Lanka enter critical five-year
periods that could enhance cooperation,
Beijing's envoy says

(sa) Chinese Ambassador to Colombo Qi Zhenhong has
indicated that both China and Sri Lanka are entering
pivotal five-year periods that offer new opportunities
for cooperation.

During a media address, he noted that China is
embarking on extensive reforms, outlined at the Third
Plenary Session of the Communist Party's 20th Central
Committee, which include over 300 important
economic and structural reforms set for completion by
2029, as part of China's long-term modernization
goals.

Ambassador Qi emphasized that this period is equally
significant for Sri Lanka, particularly due to the
upcoming presidential election. He noted that despite
global uncertainties, China's economic growth remains
robust, with substantial contributions to the world
economy and ambitious technological advancements,
such as in the fields of electric vehicles, high-speed rail,
and space exploration. [Daily Mirror]

30 more Sri Lankan police officers acquire
proficiency in Hindi

(aa) The Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre, the
cultural arm of the Indian High Commission in
Colombo, celebrated Hindi Day last week by honoring
30 Sri Lankan police officers who successfully
completed a Hindi language course. The ceremony,
held on September 13, marked the third batch of
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police personnel to achieve proficiency in spoken
Hindi. [The Island]

Sri Lanka's Foreign Minister clarifies
diplomatic representation in Israel amid
public concerns

(aa) Against the larger backdrop of concerns and
rumors about potential changes in Sri Lanka's
diplomatic structure in Israel, Sri Lanka’s Foreign
Minister Ali Sabry has issued a statement, in which
emphasized that Sri Lanka continues to maintain its
official embassy in Tel Aviv, which has been the
nation’s sole diplomatic mission in Israel since 2000.

The clarification also addressed the role of Sri Lanka's
honorary consul in the Haifa region. Sabry noted that
the appointment of an honorary consul in this area
occurred before October 7, 2023, and was made in line
with standard international practices. The honorary
consul, who is a citizen of the host country, provides
voluntary consular services to Sri Lankans living and
working in the region.

Sabry dismissed claims that Sri Lanka has established
new consulates or made additional honorary consul
appointments in Israel since the aforementioned date,
labeling such reports as inaccurate. He also explained
that any office relocations by honorary consuls are
purely administrative and should not be interpreted as
the opening of new consular offices. [Newswire]

US House passes two bills in support of
Taiwan

(am) On September 9, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed the Taiwan Conflict Deterrence
Act and the Pacific Partnership Act. The former
stipulates that in response to threats against Taiwan's
security, the U.S. Treasury will publish the financial
assets of Chinese Communist Party (CCP) officials.
[Financial Services]

The Act also empowers the U.S. government to restrict
these officials and their families from accessing U.S.
financial services. [Taipei Times]

The Pacific Partnership Act requires the U.S. to develop
partnership strategies with Pacific allies and regional
institutions to respond to potential threats, such as
military actions or economic coercion. While the bill
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does not explicitly name China, its implications for
cross-strait relations are clear. [Taiwan News]

These two bills are part of 25 pieces of legislation
related to China currently being pushed in the U.S.
House. In the final months of his presidency, Biden has
faced increasing pressure from Republicans seeking to
pass additional anti-China measures. Such actions
have been criticized by the Chinese government as
discriminatory and provocative. [Asia Times]

Both bills now await approval in the U.S. Senate.

US Department of State greenlights
military equipment sales to Taiwan

(dgl) On September 16, the U.S. State Department
approved a USD 228 million military sale to Taiwan.
Approved under the Foreign Military Sale program, this
sale encompasses the return, repair, and reshipment
of both classified and unclassified spare parts for
aircraft, as well as related engineering, technical, and
logistical support services.

This marks the 16th military sale authorized by the
Biden administration to Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwanese entities attacked by Pro-
Russian hacking group

(dqgl) The Taiwanese Ministry of Digital Affairs (MODA)
has unveiled that a pro-Russian hacking group
launched Distributed Denial-of-Service (DDoS) attacks
on 45 Taiwanese entities last week, including
government agencies and financial institutions. The
group, known as NoName057, also targeted critical
infrastructure in the U.S., Canada, and the EU.

Targeting key institutions like the Maritime and Port
Bureau, military units, and government-owned
financial organizations, the attacks caused only short-
term disruptions, with most entities quickly resuming
normal operations. Deputy Digital Minister Lin Yi-jing
confirmed that no data was compromised, as the
hackers did not gain control of the targeted systems.

Private sector banks were the primary targets, while
science parks, including those housing tech firms like
TSMC, were unaffected. [Focus Taiwan]
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German Navy sails through Taiwan Strait
for first time in more than 20 years

(am/dgl) On September 13 and 14, Germany sailed two
warships through the Taiwan Strait on Friday, marking
its first transit of the disputed waters in over two
decades as part of its growing defense engagement in
the Asia-Pacific.

In previous naval deployments, Germany avoided the
Taiwan Strait to prevent confrontation with China. This
time, Berlin opted for a more direct approach, sending
the frigate Baden-Wuerttemberg and support ship
Frankfurt am Main from South Korea to the
Philippines. [AP News]

This move comes amid China's growing assertiveness
over its maritime claims, particularly concerning
Taiwan and the South China Sea. China regularly sends
warplanes and warships near Taiwan, while Taiwan has
responded by extending military service and bolstering
its defense capabilities with new U.S. equipment. Most
Taiwanese support maintaining the island's current
status, which has been separate from mainland China
since 1949.

In response, China's military condemned the transit
accusing Germany of increasing security risks and
sending the "wrong" signal, adding that Chinese forces
monitored and warned the vessels. [China Military]
[Reuters]

Germany's Defense Minister Boris Pistorius, on the
other side, maintained that international waters
remain open for navigation. [DW]

Taiwan confirms stable ties with Eswatini

(dqgl) On September 13, Taiwanese Foreign Minister Lin
Chia-lung confirmed that Taiwan's diplomatic relations
with Eswatini remain "stable" and "solid."

The statement was made to dismiss reports suggesting
the African nation is shifting toward China. Semafor
Africa indicated that Eswatini's business community
had noted a growing Chinese presence in the country,
suggesting a possible warming of relations with Beijing.

Lin cited for his stance the visit of Eswatini's King
Mswati Ill to Taiwan in May for President Lai Ching-te's
inauguration, where both countries reaffirmed their
longstanding ties through a joint statement.
Meanwhile, Taiwan's ambassador to Eswatini, Jeremy
Liang, expressed concerns about the influx of Chinese
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nationals potentially affecting Taiwan'’s ties with the
kingdom.

Eswatini is one of only 12 countries globally and the
last in Africa to maintain diplomatic relations with
Taiwan. The two nations established formal ties in
1968. [Focus Taiwan]

Tuvalu's parliament speaker reaffirms to
expand relations with Taiwan

(dgl) On September 11, visiting Tuvalu's Speaker of
Parliament, lakoba Taeia Italeli, reaffirmed his
country’s wish for closer cooperation with Taiwan
during a meeting with President Lai Ching-te. Italeli
praised Taiwan for its significant contributions to
Tuvalu, including healthcare support, development
projects, and the undersea cable initiative that has
improved connectivity.

He also highlighted Taiwan’s impact on Tuvalu's
agricultural and fisheries sectors, calling it vital for the
country's food security and economic stability.

In response, Deputy Foreign Minister Tien Chung-
kwang emphasized Taiwan's continued support from
Pacific allies and its ongoing role in international
affairs.

Besides Tuvalu, Taiwan's remaining Pacific allies
include the Marshall Islands and Palau. [Taiwan News]

Thai Labour Ministry officials visit Thai
berry pickers in Sweden

(Im) Officials from Thailand's Labour Ministry recently
visited Thai berry pickers working in Sweden to ensure
they receive proper wages, benefits, and working
conditions. The delegation, led by Somchai
Morakotsriwan, Director-General of the Department of
Employment (DoE), met with representatives of
Ransaters Invest AB, a company that employs Thai
workers, to address concerns regarding their welfare,
including wages, taxes, housing, and healthcare.

The visit followed Labour Minister Phiphat
Ratchakitprakan’s concern for Thai workers abroad,
particularly as they contribute to both their families
and the Thai economy. This year, over 1,100 Thai
workers traveled to Sweden for the berry-picking
season under conditions agreed upon by both Thai
and Swedish authorities, ensuring employers cover
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expenses like visas, meals, and accommodation.
[Bangkok Post]

US equipment firm Deere settles Thai
bribery case

(Im) US agricultural and construction equipment firm
Deere has agreed to pay USD 11 million to settle
charges by the US Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) that its Thai subsidiary, Wirtgen
Thailand, engaged in bribery to win business from Thai
state agencies. The offenses, which took place between
2017 and 2020, involved bribes in the form of cash,
lavish trips, meals, and massage parlour services. The
bribes were paid to officials from the Royal Thai Air
Force, the Department of Highways, and the
Department of Rural Roads, as well as a large Thai
construction contractor known as "Company A."

The settlement includes a civil fine of USD 4.5 million,
the disgorgement of USD 4.34 million in improper
benefits, and USD 1.09 million in interest. Deere
acknowledged the misconduct and has since
terminated employees involved, enhanced compliance
measures, and provided anti-bribery training.

The SEC emphasized the importance of integrating
newly acquired subsidiaries into compliance systems,
citing Deere's failure to do so after acquiring Wirtgen
Thailand in 2017. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, Thailand’s National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) is investigating the bribery
involving Thai officials that was exposed during the US
case against Deere. The NACC is coordinating with the
SEC to ensure the officials are prosecuted. Thai
authorities, including the air force and Department of
Highways, have also initiated their own investigations.
[Bangkok Post]

Laos, Vietham encourage enhanced
cooperation to increase economic
collaboration and trade

(wn) Vietnam and Laos have been urged to strengthen
their cooperation to enhance economic collaboration
and boost bilateral trade. During a meeting, Vietnam'’s
National Assembly Chairman Tran Thanh Man
highlighted the importance of increasing high-level
exchanges and maximizing existing cooperation
mechanisms. Laos' President Thongloun Sisoulith
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expressed his commitment to continuing close
cooperation, particularly in supervising key projects
and supporting constitutional reforms in Laos.

In the first seven months of 2024, bilateral trade
reached USD 1.1 billion, a 13 percent increase from
2023. The two sides aim to deepen cooperation in
areas such as infrastructure, legislative reforms, and
investment projects. Vietnam also pledged to support
Laos in its 2024 ASEAN and AIPA 45 chairmanship.
[Asian News Network]

US Defence Secretary hosts Vietnamese
counterpart in Washington

(Im) Vietnamese Defense Minister Phan Van Giang
visited the United States last week for discussions with
his counterpart, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, at the
Pentagon. Both leaders emphasized the importance of
the US-Vietnam partnership, coinciding with the one-
year anniversary of the elevation of their bilateral
relationship to a comprehensive strategic partnership,
Vietnam's highest diplomatic tier.

During the meeting, Secretary Austin announced an
additional USD 65 million for dioxin remediation at
Bien Hoa Airbase, a legacy of the US-Vietnam War,
bringing the total US contribution to USD 215 million.
The discussions also covered deepening defense
cooperation, including defense trade, industrial
resilience, and information sharing. Both sides signed
an Updated Joint Vision Statement to shape future US-
Vietnam defense relations and agreed to enhance
military medical cooperation.

A key topic of discussion during Giang's visit was
Vietnam's potential purchase of Lockheed Martin C-
130 military cargo planes. Though not yet finalized, this
deal could mark a significant milestone in defense
cooperation between the two former adversaries.
While the C-130s are non-strategic assets and unlikely
to shift the balance of power in the South China Sea,
they would enable Vietnam to transport troops and
supplies to its occupied territories. However,
bureaucratic hurdles in the US and concerns about
provoking China, which closely monitors defense
activities in Southeast Asia, may delay the finalization
of the deal.

Despite the positive developments in US-Vietnam
defense relations, the visit takes place against a
backdrop of rising nationalism and anti-Western
sentiment in Vietnam. For instance, Fulbright
University Vietnam, which is significantly supported by
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the US, has faced accusations of promoting a "color
revolution," a term associated with pro-democracy
movements in former Soviet republics. This accusation,
along with criticisms over the absence of the
Vietnamese flag at a graduation ceremony,
underscores the ongoing tension between
conservative and liberal factions in Vietnam.

This nationalist sentiment has also sparked public
controversies, such as the backlash against
Vietnamese celebrities who were pictured with the
South Vietnam flag during visits to the US, and the
cyberbullying of a student who publicly criticized the
Communist Party online. [Voice of America] [U.S.
Department of Defense]

Vietham’s Communist Party holds 9th
Dialogue with Germany'’s Social
Democrats

(wn) The 9th dialogue between the Communist Party of
Vietnam (CPV) and the Social Democratic Party of
Germany (SPD) was held in Berlin, focusing on
multilateral diplomacy and national security amidst
global challenges. Leading the CPV delegation was
Politburo member Nguyen Xuan Thang, President of
the Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics (HCMA).
Discussions centered on the importance of
multilateralism, peace promotion, and conflict
resolution, as well as cooperation on climate change,
high-tech industry, and digital transformation.

The dialogue reinforced the strategic partnership
between Vietnam and Germany, with both parties
agreeing to continue discussions on theoretical and
practical issues and enhance collaboration in areas like
sustainable development and energy transition. They
also agreed to hold the 10th dialogue in Hanoi in 2025,
coinciding with the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between the two nations. [Vietham News]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

23 September 2024 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

Asia in Review Webinar Series on Elections
in 2024

Sri Lanka at a Crossroads: Insights from
the September 21 Presidential Election

This webinar will review Sri Lanka’s presidential
election and analyze the results and explore their
implications for Sri Lanka's domestic politics and
foreign policy.

For more information, visit [CPG].

18 September 2024 @ 12:15 - 01:45 p.m. (GMT+7),
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore

Technological Frontiers and Regional
Stability: Al and Cybersecurity in the Indo-
Pacific

This panel will explore how emerging technologies like
artificial intelligence and cybersecurity impact regional
stability in the Indo-Pacific. The discussion will focus on
the benefits and risks of these technologies, including
their potential for misuse by malicious actors and their
implications for state stability and security.

For more information, visit [Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy].

18 September 2024 @ 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for a New American Century, USA
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The Origins of Elected Strongmen: How
Personalist Parties Destroy Democracy
from Within

This event will feature Dr. Erica Frantz, Dr. Andrea
Kendall-Taylor, and Dr. Joseph Wright discussing their
new book on how personalist leaders weaken
democracies. They will explore how these leaders
undermine institutional checks, deepen polarization,
and weaken democratic norms, leading to democratic
backsliding.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

18 September 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
(GMT+2), European Council on Foreign Affairs,
Germany

Researchers’ Dialogue: Unlocking Africa-
Europe-Gulf Relations

This closed-door virtual event will bring together
experts to discuss the Gulf monarchies' growing
influence in Africa and its implications for global
geopolitics. The dialogue will explore opportunities for
collaboration between Africa, Europe, and the Gulf,
and develop policy recommendations for enhancing
relations across these regions.

For more information, visit [ECFR].

18 September 2024 @ 12:30 - 14:00 (GMT+2),
Bruegel, Belgium

Forging Europe’s New Clean Industrial
Deal

President von der Leyen put Europe’s sustainable
prosperity and competitiveness at the top of her
political agenda for 2024-2029. In this context, she
pledged to launch a Clean Industrial Deal in the first
100 days of the new mandate. This event aims to
discuss the potential shape of this new initiative, with a
particular focus on the necessary EU policy toolkit to
support clean tech manufacturing and industrial
decarbonisation. New data from Bruegel's European
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Clean Tech Tracker will serve as an input to the
discussion.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].

19 September 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. (GMT-
4), Center for a New American Century, USA

The Cyber Landscape in the Indo-Pacific

The Center for a New American Security (CNAS) will
present insights from its research on cybersecurity in
the Indo-Pacific, highlighting workshops in Taiwan,
Japan, the Philippines, and South Korea. The event will
focus on strategies for strengthening cooperation and
addressing cybersecurity challenges posed by Russia,
China, and North Korea.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

19 September 2024, 10:30 - 12:00 p.m. (GMT+2),
Egmont Institute, Belgium

Uganda: A Model for Refugee-Hosting?

This seminar will explore Uganda’s approach to
refugee hosting, examining its implications and the
lessons learned from current challenges. Discussions
will be informed by recent policy briefs on the topic.

For more information, visit [Egmont Institute].

19 September 2024 @ 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia
Society Policy Institute, USA

U.S. Presidential Election 2024: Navigating
the Future of Trade Policy for the Indo-
Pacific

Join ASPI for a virtual panel discussing how the next
U.S. Administration might shape trade and economic

policy for the Indo-Pacific region.

For more information, visit [Asia Society].

19 September 2024 @ 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia
Society Policy Institute, USA
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A Conversation with Ambassadors Kevin
Rudd and Caroline Kennedy on U.S.-
Australia Relations

At the forefront of the U.S. policy toward the Indo-
Pacific are U.S. allies and partners — especially
Australia, with its rich history and connections to
Southeast Asia and the Pacific. How do these two
democracies build on shared values and celebrate
diverse cultures. Join Ambassadors Kevin Rudd and
Caroline Kennedy for a discussion on U.S.-Australia
relations.

For more information, visit [Asia Society].

19 September 2024 @ 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. (GMT+10),
Lowy Institute, Australia

The War for Ukraine: Strategy and
Adaptation Under Fire by Mick Ryan

Mick Ryan, a leading military expert, discusses the
critical lessons from the Ukraine conflict, emphasizing
the importance of sound strategy and adaptability in
achieving military success. His analysis offers insights
into how flexible strategies can respond to unexpected
challenges and contribute to decisive victories.

For more information, visit [Lowy Institute].

19 September 2024 @ 05:15 - 06:30 p.m. (GMT+7) Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore

Southeast Asia between the Superpowers:
Who is Where and Why

The session will explore how Southeast Asian countries
navigate the intensifying geopolitical rivalry between
the US and China. Key questions include the current
strategic alignments of ASEAN-10, the reasons behind
their alignment choices, and the implications for the
region and the superpowers. Khong Yuen Foong will
present insights from a Singapore Social Science
Research Thematic Grant project.

For more information, visit [Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy].
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20 September 2024 @ 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (GMT-4),
Center for a New American Century, USA

Confronting the Axis of Upheaval

The Center for a New American Security (CNAS) will
host a discussion with key members of the U.S. House
Armed Services Committee on strategies to counter
rising geopolitical threats.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

24 September 2024 @ 12:30 - 14:30 (GMT+2),
Bruegel, Belgium

Getting to the Crux of Financing
Infrastructure in Africa

Bruegel, CGD, and JICA are hosting a discussion on
overcoming obstacles to financing infrastructure in
Africa. With a projected gap of USD 15 trillion by 2040,
the focus will be on innovative solutions and the role of
global initiatives like the Global Gateway and PGl in
bridging this gap.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].

25 September 2024 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT+2), European
Council on Foreign Affairs, Germany

Critical minerals and EU-Africa strategic
partnerships: where do we stand?

With experts and policymakers, ECFR Africa will
moderate a debate on the most pressing issues aiming
to further promote the Europe-Africa dialogue, identify
policy and implementation options, and set financial
priorities to allow these partnerships to take off. The
panel will ultimately explore the specific value of the
EU's approach to African partners amidst an
increasingly competitive environment.

For more information, visit [ECFR].

25 September 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute, Sweden

Dynamics of peace and conflict: The
future of the island of Ireland
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In a world where the pursuit of peace often seems
elusive, understanding how societies navigate conflict
and reconciliation is more important than ever. This
event will feature Brendan O'Leary, Lauder Professor
of Political Science at the University of Pennsylvania,
discussing the evolving landscapes of Ireland, both
North and South, and the complex negotiations of
identity, sovereignty, and belonging.

For more information, visit [SIPRI].

Recent book releases

Lilie Chouliaraki, Wronged: The Weaponization of
Victimhood, Columbia University Press, 264 pages,
published May 21, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

James M. Dorsey, The Battle for the Soul of Islam:
Defining the Muslim Faith in the 21st Century,
Palgrave Macmillan, 216 pages, published July 3, 2024.
For a review, see [Asian Review of book].

Tom Gardner, The Abiy Project: God, Power and War
in the New Ethiopia, Hurst, 368 pages, published
September 15, 2024. For a review, see [LARB].

Calls

The European Society of International Law invites
paper proposals for its 2025 Research Forum
“International Law in the Era of Permacrisis”, to be
held at the University of Catania from March 20-21,
2025. The deadline for abstract submission is
September 30, 2024. For more information, see
[Calling All Papers].

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon
invites paper proposals for its International Congress
"And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective
Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-
9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,

see [University of Lisbon].

The 19th Annual Minerva Conference on
International Humanitarian Law, titled “The Gaza
War and International Law: Norms and Institutions
Jerusalem” and scheduled for December 17-18, 2024,
invites paper proposals to be submitted by August 20,
2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].
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Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Project Manager, Global Fund
Grant to be based in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
Applications are accepted until October 1, 2024. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a National Consultant -
Preparation of innovative financial mech to be
based in Nepal. Applications are accepted until
September 23, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a National Consultant for Health and
Nutrition to be based in Bhutan. Applications are
accepted until September 22, 2024. More information
is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for an Innovation Specialist (Nutrition &
Education) to be based in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Applications are accepted until September 22, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Assistant FAO Representative (Programme) to be
in Baghdad, Iraqg. Applications are accepted until
October 1, 2024. More information is provided at
[FAQ].

The Department of Law and Criminology of Royal
Holloway, University of London, is looking for a
Lecturer in Law (Teaching/Research). Applications
are accepted until October 18, 2024. More information
is provided at [UoL].

The Department of Law and Criminology of Royal
Holloway, University of London, is looking for a
Lecturer in Law (Teaching Focused). Applications are
accepted until October 18, 2024. More information is
provided at [UoL].

Team:

Ally Koh (alk), Anna Chong (ac), Axel Melkonian (am). Aye
Moe Pwint Phyu, Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Chloe Joyce Wong Rong (cr), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felice
Valeria Thessalonica (ft), Geo Dzakwan Arshali (ga),
Hamail Tahir (ht), Henning Glaser (hg), Iram Tarigq (it), Ji
Fang (jf), Junaid Amjad (ja), Jyotsna Badrinarayanan (jb),
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Lucas Meier (Im), Muhammad Syammakh Daffa Alghazali
(ma), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Oliver Cubbin (oc), Rishi
Shrivastava (rs), Riya de los Reyes (rr), Shekinah Annuncia
(sa), Sike Chan (sc), Simon Welfonder (sw), Thomas van
Oeveren (to), Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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